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Week in Review  
A highly selective capture of strategic developments, research, commentary, analysis and 
announcements spanning Human Rights Action, Humanitarian Response, Health, Education, Holistic 
Development, Heritage Stewardship, Sustainable Resilience. Achieving a balance across these broad 
themes is a challenge and we appreciate your observations and ideas in this regard. This is not 
intended to be a "news and events" digest. 
 
:::::::: 
::::::::  
 
Refugees – Innovation – Empowerment 
 
UNHCR’s Innovation Fund awards projects designed by refugees for refugees 
1 Mar 2023  
GENEVA – A new Refugee-led Innovation Fund from UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency, has 
awarded 17 organizations hundreds of thousands of dollars to improve the lives of 
displaced people and host communities. 
 
From an initiative equipping stateless people in Italy with the advocacy skills they need to change the 
narrative on statelessness, to a seed bank and community garden system supporting sustainable food 
security and livelihoods in Uganda, these innovative projects will make lasting positive change. 
 
“This is an important moment for UNHCR and the wider humanitarian community. People who are 
forced to flee must take centre stage in finding solutions to the problems they face,” Hovig 
Etyemezian, Head of UNHCR’s Innovation Service, said at an event to launch the Fund and 
introduce its first awardees on February 28. “The Refugee-led Innovation Fund is part of that process.” 
 
Co-designed with refugees, the Fund was launched in 2022 to champion the creativity of all 
displaced and stateless people. It aims to provide refugee-led organizations with 
meaningful financial resources to implement and develop their innovative projects, as they 
often face challenges accessing direct and flexible funding... 
 
The 17 refugee-led organizations – from places as diverse as Greece, Italy, Mali, Rwanda, 
and Uganda – are set to receive a combined US$700,000 in direct seed funding this year, as 
well as holistic support from UNHCR through mentorship and technical expertise. Further details can be 
found here. 
 
The new Fund and its first supported projects feed into the aims of the Global Compact on Refugees by 
bringing together a range of actors, notably refugees themselves, to find new solutions to challenges 
facing forcibly displaced communities and those who host them. 
 
“The project we have developed through the fund is based on the empowerment of stateless people,” 
said Armando Augello Cupi, the President of Unione Italiana Apolidi. “We hope that through this 
project, data and research on the phenomenon of statelessness can contribute to improving social 
policies and raise more awareness on this often-overlooked topic.” 
 
Through the Refugee-led Innovation Fund, UNHCR highlights the power of solutions 
developed by and for displaced and stateless people, helping to ensure these communities are 
recognized by all stakeholders for what they are: important local actors and change-makers capable of 
contributing to their communities.  

https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2023/3/63ffa2344/unhcrs-innovation-fund-awards-projects-designed-refugees-refugees.html
https://www.unhcr.org/innovation/refugee-led-innovation-fund/
https://www.unhcr.org/the-global-compact-on-refugees.html


   

The Fund will launch a new call for expressions of interest each year to ensure UNHCR is able to 
consistently encourage and support refugee-led innovation. 
 
:::::::: 
::::::::  
 
Women’s Rights 
 
Pace of Reform Toward Equal Rights for Women Falls to 20-Year Low 
World Bank REport 
Press Release  March 02, 2023  
“Reform fatigue” poses obstacle to economic growth at a critical time  

The global pace of reforms toward equal treatment of women under the law has slumped to a 20-year 
low, constituting a potential impediment to economic growth at a critical time for the global economy, 
a new World Bank report shows. 

In 2022, the global average score on the World Bank’s Women, Business and the Law index rose 
just half a point to 77.1—indicating women, on average, enjoy barely 77 percent of the 
legal rights that men do. At the current pace of reform, in many countries a woman entering the 
workforce today will retire before she will be able to gain the same rights as men, the report notes… 

Women, Business and the Law 2023 assesses 190 countries’ laws and regulations in eight 
areas related to women’s economic participation—mobility, workplace, pay, marriage, 
parenthood, entrepreneurship, assets, and pensions. The data—which are current through Oct. 
1, 2022—offer objective and measurable benchmarks for global progress toward legal gender equality. 
Today, just 14 countries—all high-income economies—have laws that give women the same rights as 
men. 

Worldwide, nearly 2.4 billion women of working age still do not have the same rights as 
men. Closing the gender employment gap could raise long-term GDP per capita by nearly 20% on 
average across countries. Studies estimate global economic gains of $5-6 trillion if women started and 
scaled new businesses at the same rate as men do. 

In 2022, only 34 gender-related legal reforms were recorded across 18 countries—the lowest number 
since 2001. Most reforms focused on increasing paid leave for parents and fathers, removing 
restrictions to women’s work, and mandating equal pay. It will take another 1,549 reforms to reach 
substantial legal gender equality everywhere in the areas measured by the report. At the current pace, 
the report, notes, it would take at least 50 years on average to reach that target… 

:::::::: 
::::::::  
 
Featured Journal Content – AI 
 
Comparing human and artificial intelligence in writing for health journals: an exploratory 
study  
Zaeem ul Haq, Huzaifa Naeem, Ayesha Naeem, Faisal Iqbal, Durayya Zaeem 
medRxiv 2023.02.22.23286322; doi: https://doi.org/10.1101/2023.02.22.23286322  
ABSTRACT 
Aim and objectives  

http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2023/03/02/pace-of-reform-toward-equal-rights-for-women-falls-to-20-year-low
https://wbl.worldbank.org/en/reports
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2023.02.22.23286322v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2023.02.22.23286322v1


   

The aim was to contribute to the editorial principles on the possible use of Artificial Intelligence (AI)- 
based tools for scientific writing. 
The objectives included 

A. Enlist the inclusion and exclusion criteria to test ChatGPT use in scientific writing 
B. Develop evaluation criteria to assess the quality of articles written by human authors and 

ChatGPT 
C. Compare prospectively written manuscripts by human authors and ChatGPT 

Design  
Prospective exploratory study 
Intervention  
Human authors and ChatGPT were asked to write short journal articles on three topics: 1) Promotion of 
early childhood development in Pakistan 2) Interventions to improve gender-responsive health services 
in low-and-middle-income countries, and 3) The pitfalls in risk communication for COVID-19. We 
content analyzed the articles using an evaluation matrix. 
Outcome measures   
The completeness, credibility, and scientific content of an article. Completeness meant that structure 
(IMRaD) and organization was maintained. Credibility required that others work is duly cited, with an 
accurate bibliography. Scientific content required specificity, data accuracy, cohesion, inclusivity, 
confidentiality, limitations, readability, and time efficiency. 
Results  
The articles by human authors scored better than ChatGPT in completeness and credibility. Similarly, 
human-written articles scored better for most of the items in scientific content except for time 
efficiency where ChatGPT scored better. The methods section was absent in ChatGPT articles, and a 
majority of references in its bibliography were unverifiable. 
Conclusions  
ChatGPT generates content that is believable but may not be true. The creators of this powerful model 
must step up and provide solutions to manage its glitches and potential misuse. In parallel, the 
academic departments, editors, and publishers must expect a growing utilization of ChatGPT and 
similar tools. Disallowing ChatGPT as a co-author may not be enough on their part. They must adapt 
the editorial policies, use measures to detect AI-based writing, and stop its likely implications for 
human health and life. 
STRENGTHS AND LIMITATIONS 
- First study that examines the scientific writing of ChatGPT by comparing it with human-written 

articles. 
- Explains how ChatGPT generates believable content that may not be true. 
- Indicates that the creators of ChatGPT must step up to address its misuse and potential hazards. 
- An initial exploration, based on limited data—larger studies are needed for generalizable 

conclusions. 
Competing Interest Statement 
The authors have declared no competing interest. 
 
:::::::: 
 
Does ChatGPT Provide Appropriate and Equitable Medical Advice?: A Vignette-Based, 
Clinical Evaluation Across Care Contexts  
Anthony J. Nastasi, Katherine R. Courtright, Scott D. Halpern, Gary E. Weissman 
medRxiv 2023.02.25.23286451; doi: https://doi.org/10.1101/2023.02.25.23286451  
ABSTRACT 
ChatGPT is a large language model trained on text corpora and reinforced with human supervision. 
Because ChatGPT can provide human-like responses to complex questions, it could become an easily 
accessible source of medical advice for patients. However, its ability to answer medical questions 

https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2023.02.25.23286451v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2023.02.25.23286451v1


   

appropriately and equitably remains unknown. We presented ChatGPT with 96 advice-seeking vignettes 
that varied across clinical contexts, medical histories, and social characteristics. We analyzed responses 
for clinical appropriateness by concordance with guidelines, recommendation type, and consideration of 
social factors. Ninety-three (97%) responses were appropriate and did not explicitly violate clinical 
guidelines. Recommendations in response to advice-seeking questions were completely absent (N=34, 
35%), general (N=18, 18%), or specific (N=44, 46%). Fifty-three (55%) explicitly considered social 
factors like race or insurance status, which in some cases changed clinical recommendations. ChatGPT 
consistently provided background information in response to medical questions but did not reliably 
offer appropriate and personalized medical advice. 
 
:::::::: 
 
Artificial Intelligence – An International Journal 
Volume 316  March 2023 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/artificial-intelligence/vol/316/suppl/C 
Research article  Abstract only 
Competence-aware systems 
Connor Basich, Justin Svegliato, Kyle H. Wray, Stefan Witwicki, ... Shlomo Zilberstein 
Article 103844 
Abstract 
Building autonomous systems for deployment in the open world has been a longstanding objective in 
both artificial intelligence and robotics. The open world, however, presents challenges that question 
some of the assumptions often made in contemporary AI models. Autonomous systems that operate in 
the open world face complex, non-stationary environments wherein enumerating all situations the 
system may face over the course of its deployment is intractable. Nevertheless, these systems are 
expected to operate safely and reliably for extended durations. Consequently, AI systems often rely on 
some degree of human assistance to mitigate risks while completing their tasks, and are hence better 
treated as semi-autonomous systems. In order to reduce unnecessary reliance on humans and optimize 
autonomy, we propose a novel introspective planning model—competence-aware systems (CAS)—that 
enables a semi-autonomous system to reason about its own competence and allowed level of 
autonomy by leveraging human feedback or assistance. A CAS learns to adjust its level of autonomy 
based on experience and interactions with a human authority so as to reduce improper reliance on the 
human and optimize the degree of autonomy it employs in any given circumstance. To handle 
situations in which the initial CAS model has insufficient state information to properly discriminate 
feedback received from humans, we introduce a methodology called iterative state space refinement 
that gradually increases the granularity of the state space online. The approach exploits information 
that exists in the standard CAS model and requires no additional input from the human. The result is 
an agent that can more confidently predict the correct feedback from the human authority in each level 
of autonomy, enabling it learn its competence in a larger portion of the state space. 
 
:::::::: 
::::::::  
 
Research Oversight/Research Ethics 
 
Institutional Review Boards: Actions Needed to Improve Federal Oversight and Examine 
Effectiveness  
U.S. Government Accounting Office Report 
GAO-23-104721 Published: Jan 17, 2023. Publicly Released: Feb 16, 2023.  
What GAO Found  

https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/artificial-intelligence/vol/316/suppl/C
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0004370222001849
https://www.gao.gov/products/gao-23-104721
https://www.gao.gov/products/gao-23-104721


   

▪ Most IRBs are based at universities, according to Department of Health and Human Services 
(HHS) data. University-based IRBs were also responsible for reviewing most research involving 
certain investigational drugs from calendar years 2012 through 2020, according to Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) data.  

▪ Some IRBs are independent, meaning they are not part of institutions that conduct or sponsor 
research. FDA data show these independent IRBs have reviewed an increasing share of 
investigational drug research: 25 percent of this research in 2012, and 48 percent in 
2021.  

▪ At the same time, the number of independent IRBs has decreased largely due to 
consolidation; this is, in part, related to private equity investment in IRBs… 

▪ Office for Human Research Protections (OHRP) oversee about 2,300 U.S.-based IRBs 
(operated by about 1,800 separate organizations, which may register and operate one or 
more IRB) through routine or for-cause inspections. 

▪ These inspections assess whether IRBs follow federal regulations when reviewing research. FDA 
and OHRP consider several factors when selecting organizations for inspections, such as the volume 
of research reviewed… 

▪ However, GAO found the agencies inspect relatively few IRBs. OHRP officials said they aim 
to conduct three to four routine inspections annually, while FDA conducted an average of 133 
inspections annually between fiscal years 2010 and 2021.  

▪ Neither agency has conducted a risk-based assessment of their IRB inspection program to 
help ensure they inspect enough IRBs annually and to optimize their responsibilities in protecting 
human subjects. Such an approach would be consistent with federal risk management principles. 

▪ While the agencies oversee IRBs to determine their adherence to regulations, OHRP and FDA 
have not assessed to what extent IRB reviews are effective in protecting human 
subjects. This is because the agencies have not determined the best approaches for doing so. 
Evaluating effectiveness is challenging in part due to an absence of validated measures and 
because IRBs are only one part of the framework of stakeholders responsible for 
protecting human subjects.  

▪ Convening stakeholders to identify approaches for evaluating IRB effectiveness would 
be consistent with OHRP and FDA responsibilities and change management practices, and 
would help provide assurance that IRBs are successful in protecting human subjects. 

 
:::::::: 
::::::::  
 
Featured Journal Content 
 
Vaccines for a sustainable planet 
Viewpoint 
BY  Simone Pecetta, Arindam Nandi, Charlie Weller, Vanessa Harris, Helen Fletcher, Francesco 
Berlanda, Scorza Mariagrazia Pizza, David Salisbury, Richard Moxon, Steve Black[...] Rino Rappuoli 
Science Translational Medicine, Volume 15| Issue 685| 1 Mar 2023 
01 Mar 2023 
Abstract 
The health of the planet is one objective of the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals. 
Vaccines can affect not only human health but also planet health by reducing poverty, preserving 
microbial diversity, reducing antimicrobial resistance, and preventing an increase in pandemics that is 
fueled partly by climate change. 
 
…CONCLUSIONS 

https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/scitranslmed.adf1093
https://www.science.org/toc/stm/current


   

We have made the case that, in addition to their contribution to the health and economic 
well-being of people, vaccines also promote planetary health and sustainability. This is 
important because the health and well-being of the global population—a main goal of vaccination—
cannot be achieved if the health of planet Earth continues to deteriorate. The 17 SDGs, the 2015–2030 
global initiative of the UN to protect the planet’s health, will have a midterm review this year. 
Implementation of the SDG agenda has been delayed considerably by the socioeconomic disruption 
caused by the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
However, the COVID-19 pandemic has clearly demonstrated the major contribution of 
vaccines to regaining the health and freedom of the world’s population. Vaccines, a 
powerful tool to reduce poverty and improve human well-being, can directly affect many 
of the SDGs and will help to accelerate progress toward achieving these crucial goals 
(Fig. 1B). 
 
We suggest incorporating vaccines into the revised SDGs, with the following 
recommendations. First, massively increase the public sector budget for vaccine research 
and development (R&D), to the order of US$30 billion per year for the next 10 years, to 
create better vaccines against known diseases and to prepare prototype vaccines for rapid 
response to outbreaks. These vaccines will protect the world in the realms of poverty, 
overpopulation, and carbon footprint. Together with vaccine R&D investment, additional investments 
are needed to expand the global public health infrastructure. Expanding health capacity in all regions of 
the world may require an additional US$70 billion per year for the next 10 years to improve 
diagnostics, capacity for routine immunization, clinical trials, and emergency vaccination. During the 
early stages of the COVID-19 pandemic, when the global economy loss was about US$500 billion per 
month, the Operation Warp Speed investment of US$12.4 billion was acceptable. Although our 
investment proposals may seem massive, the total investment proposed is only 0.001% of global gross 
domestic product and less than 14% of the annual defense budget of the United States. To avoid 
cycles of inattention to global health threats followed by panic and corrective actions, we should not 
wait for the next pandemic. To make this happen, changes in financial arrangements and models of 
public-private cooperation that leverage the COVID-19 pandemic experience should occur (41). Our 
proposal aligns closely with the so-called “trillion-dollar vaccine gap” recently described, which 
advocated for a 10-fold increase of investment in vaccine development and distribution to achieve 
global equitable vaccine access and pandemic preparedness, and with the view that investment in 
health drives extraordinary returns, but being a public good, it requires public investment (42). 
 
Second, to prevent the emergence of new pandemics, there needs to be funding for 
developing prototype vaccines against potential pandemic viruses and new vaccine 
platforms, as well as equitable R&D capacity, vaccine manufacturing, and vaccine 
distribution. This includes building R&D and manufacturing capacity in all regions of the world. Third, 
preventing AMR and preserving functional microbial diversity in humans, animals, and the environment 
will necessitate prioritizing and funding vaccines that target AMR-bearing pathogens and reducing 
antimicrobial usage in human, animal, and agricultural sectors. 
 
In line with the necessity to determine how to measure the contribution of improved vaccine availability 
to sustainable development, we propose a task force of experts to estimate the actual and 
prospective benefits of vaccines and vaccination with respect to the achievement of SDGs. 
The outcome could inform ongoing SDG reviews and provide rigorous evidence that vaccines can and 
do play a major role in advancing the agenda of the UN SDGs, improving planetary health, and 
benefiting the whole of humanity. 
 

https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/scitranslmed.adf1093#F1
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/scitranslmed.adf1093#core-R41
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/scitranslmed.adf1093#core-R42
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Coronavirus [COVID-19] - WHO 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019  
 
Weekly Epidemiological and Operational updates  
Last update: 17 Feb 2023 
Confirmed cases ::     758 390 564 
Confirmed deaths ::          6 859 093 
Vaccine doses administered:   13 223 135 400 
 
 
Weekly epidemiological update on COVID-19 - 1 March 2023  
Overview  
Globally, over 4.8 million new cases and over 39 000 deaths were reported in the last 28 days (30 
January to 26 February 2023), a decrease of 76% and 66%, respectively, compared to the previous 28 
days. As of 26 February 2023, over 758 million confirmed cases and over 6.8 million deaths have been 
reported globally. 
 

 
::::::  
:::::: 
:::::: 
 

PHEIC 
Mpox 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/monkeypox-oubreak-2022 
 
Last Situation Report: 
Multi-country outbreak of mpox, External Situation report # 17 - 2 March 2023 
Overview  
This is the 17th situation report for the multi-country outbreak of mpox, which provides details on the 
latest epidemiology of mpox, vaccines for mpox and an update from the WHO South-East Asia Region 
and Central America and the Carribean.  
Highlights  

https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-epidemiological-update-on-covid-19---15-february-2023
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-epidemiological-update-on-covid-19---1-march-2023
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-epidemiological-update-on-covid-19---1-march-2023
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-epidemiological-update-on-covid-19---1-march-2023
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/monkeypox-oubreak-2022
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/multi-country-outbreak-of-mpox--external-situation-report---17---2-march-2023
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/multi-country-outbreak-of-mpox--external-situation-report---17---2-march-2023


   

- Since the last situation report published on 16 February 2023, 313 new mpox cases (0.4% increase 
in total cases) and eight new related deaths have been reported to WHO.  

- The latest epidemiological data suggests the outbreak is heading towards an end in the European 
Region, and slowing down in the Region of the Americas where human-to-human transmission 
occurs.  

- In the African region where the infection also occurs through contact with infected animals, the 
epidemic curve shows more sustained transmission, reflecting mixed patterns of human-to-human 
transmission through direct or sexual contact as well as outbreaks due to zoonotic spillover events.  

- In November 2022, a vaccine called OrthopoxVac was licensed in the Russian Federation for 
immunization against smallpox, mpox and other orthopoxviruses according to the rules for 
registration of medicines of the Eurasian Economic Union. 

 
:::::: 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 

PHEIC 
Polio 
 
Polio this week as of 01 March 2023 - GPEI 
Headlines 
:: The European Polio Conference will be held on 25-27 May in Nancy, France. Organized by Polio-
France in cooperation with the European Polio Union (EPU), the conference is aimed at people with 
polio and post-polio syndrome from all over the world, as well as health professionals concerned with 
the management of polio and post-polio syndrome. Registration details and further information 
available here. 
:: The United Nations Foundation has released a new report: “Leveraging CSO Contributions to 
Advance Polio Transition and Integration Efforts in the African Region”. The report highlights the critical 
role of civil society in advancing polio transition and integration efforts in Africa and outlines key 
recommendations for how to expand and enhance the contributions of civil society to this crucial work. 
 
Summary of new polioviruses this week: 
- Algeria: two cVDPV2 positive environmental samples 
- Benin: one cVDPV2 case 
- Botswana: two cVDPV2 positive environmental samples 
- Cameroon: one cVDPV2 case 
- Congo: one cVDPV1 case 
- DRC: 13 cVDPV1 cases, eight cVDPV2 cases and one cVDPV2 positive environmental sample 
- Malawi: one cVDPV2 positive environmental sample 
- Mali: one cVDPV2 case 
- Somalia: one cVDPV2 case and one positive environmental sample 
- Yemen: one cVDPV2 case 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Current Emergencies 
Current Corporate Emergencies 
Afghanistan 
Editor’s Note: 

https://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
https://www.polio-france.org/european-polio-conference-nancy-2023/
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.unfoundation.org/2023/02/UNFoundation-Polio-Africa-CSO-Report.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.unfoundation.org/2023/02/UNFoundation-Polio-Africa-CSO-Report.pdf
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/afghanistan


   

We observe that OCHA has removed Afghanistan from its listing of “Current Emergencies.” We did not 
identify any explanation for its removal. 
 
Northern Ethiopia 
No new digest content identified. 
 
Somalia 
No new digest content identified. 
 
Türkiye/Syria Earthquakes 
No new digest content identified. 
 
Ukraine 
Last Updated: 10 Feb 2023 
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:: Agency/Government/IGO Watch 
We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for key 
media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on regional or global 
level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific coverage is limited. Please 
suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
 
 
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly  
[to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.un.org/press/en 
5 March 2023   DEV/3447 
Fifth United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries: plenary 
NOTE: Following is a partial summary of statements made in today’s plenary meetings of the Fifth 
United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries.  A complete summary of today’s plenary 
meetings will be available later today following the conclusion of the afternoon meeting. 
  
2 March 2023   SG/A/2188 
Secretary-General Appoints Cindy H. McCain of United States Executive Director, World 
Food Programme 
United Nations Secretary-General António Guterres and Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 
Director-General Qu Dongyu announced today their appointment of Cindy H. McCain of the United 
States as Executive Director of the World Food Programme (WFP), at the Under-Secretary-General 
level. 

https://www.unocha.org/ethiopia
https://www.unocha.org/somalia
https://www.unocha.org/t%C3%BCrkiyesyria-earthquakes
https://www.unocha.org/ukraine
https://www.un.org/press/en
https://press.un.org/en/2023/dev3447.doc.htm
https://press.un.org/en/2023/sga2188.doc.htm
https://press.un.org/en/2023/sga2188.doc.htm


   

 
28 February 2023   SC/15215 
Plagued by 12 Years of Conflict, Syria’s Suffering Only Compounded by Earthquake, 
Officials Tell Security Council, Citing Hampered Emergency Response 
The earthquakes that struck Türkiye and Syria in recent weeks have only compounded suffering for the 
latter’s war-weary population — already plagued by 12 years of unrelenting armed conflict — senior 
United Nations officials told the Security Council today, calling on all parties to facilitate unimpeded 
access for urgent humanitarian relief. 
 
27 February 2023   SG/SM/21699 
Spotlighting 13,000 Stockpiled Nuclear Weapons Worldwide, Secretary-General Stresses 
on International Day ‘Let’s End These Threats Before They End Us’ 
Following is UN Secretary-General António Guterres’ message to for the International Day for 
Disarmament and Non-Proliferation Awareness, observed on 5 March: 
 
27 February 2023   SG/SM/21701  
Amid Fragile Humanitarian Gains in Yemen, Secretary-General, at Pledging Event, Appeals 
for $4.3 Billion to Assist 17.3 Million of Most Vulnerable People 
Following are UN Secretary-General António Guterres’ remarks at the high-level pledging event for the 
humanitarian crisis in Yemen, in Geneva today: 
 
 
UN Human Rights – OHCHR  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/latest 
Latest 
Statements   03 March 2023 
Statement by High Commissioner on report on the Occupied Palestinian Territory  
 
Statements   03 March 2023 
High Commissioner reiterates Sudanese people’s call for ‘change, peace, democracy and 
justice’  
 
 
United Nations Human Rights Council  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/hr-bodies/hrc/news?field_content_category=162&field_entity=1203 
Council News 
Nicaragua: Crimes against humanity being committed against civilians for political 
reasons, investigation says  
02/03/2023  
 
Human Rights Council Hears from 32 Dignitaries as it Continues its High-level Segment  
28/02/2023  
 
 
Committee on the Rights of the Child [to 04 Mar 2023] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the sale and sexual exploitation of children   [to 04 Mar 2023] 
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http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx  
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed 
Conflict [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict 
[to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/ 
Statements, Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights   [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx 
Latest News 
01 Mar 2023   Press releases 
Indonesia: UN experts alarmed by reports of increased militarisation and intimidation 
around Mandalika project  
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the right to health [to 04 Mar 2023] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx 
Latest News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx 
Latest news  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples   [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx 
Latest news 
01 Mar 2023  Press releases 
Indonesia: UN experts alarmed by reports of increased militarisation and intimidation 
around Mandalika project  
  
28 Feb 2023  Media advisories 
UN expert on Indigenous Peoples’ rights to visit Canada  
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants 
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https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx 
Latest News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 04 Mar 2023] 
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html 
News Releases 
UNHCR, IOM welcome Spain’s expedited resettlement of Syrian refugees from Türkiye in 
earthquake aftermath 
4 Mar 2023  
 
UNHCR’s Innovation Fund awards projects designed by refugees for refugees 
1 Mar 2023  
 
As the Horn of Africa drought enters a sixth failed rainy season, UNHCR calls for urgent 
assistance 
28 Feb 2023  
 
UNHCR: Funding gap of US$295m in Yemen jeopardizes life-saving humanitarian aid 
27 Feb 2023  
 
 
UN OCHA Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.unocha.org/  
Press Releases           
28 February 2023 
Humanitarian needs in Somalia remain high: additional funding urgently required to 
sustain response beyond March 2023 
    
28 February 2023 
United Nations Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs in Iraq launches the 
Humanitarian Transition Overview on behalf of the Iraq Humanitarian Country Team 
[EN/AR] 
 
 
Centre for Humanitarian Data/HDX  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://centre.humdata.org/ 
Event 
Quantifying climate change risk in humanitarian response 
Tuesday, March 7, 2023 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM 
(UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada) 
Register for webinar 
 
 
UNICEF  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases 
Remarks 
Press release 
28 February 2023  
Number of children without critical social protection increasing globally  
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https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/number-children-without-critical-social-protection-increasing-
globally  
   GENEVA/NEW YORK, 1 March 2023 - The number of children without access to social protection is 
increasing year-on-year, leaving them at risk of poverty, hunger and discrimination, according to a new 
report released by the International Labour Organization (ILO) and UNICEF today. More than a billion 
reasons: The urgent need to build universal social…  
 
Press release 
28 February 2023  
2.5 million children in Türkiye need urgent humanitarian assistance, says UNICEF 
Executive Director, following two-day visit to Türkiye  
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/25-million-children-t%C3%BCrkiye-need-urgent-humanitarian-
assistance-says-unicef  
   ANKARA, 28 February 2023 – UNICEF Executive Director Catherine Russell today concluded a two-
day visit to Türkiye, where she met with children and families affected by the powerful earthquakes 
that hit southeast Türkiye and northern Syria earlier this month. Russell highlighted the importance 
of social services, including water and sanitation, and…  
 
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 04 Mar 2023]  
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
Press Releases – Selected 
News  04 Mar 2023 
IOM, UNHCR Welcome Spain's Expedited Resettlement of Syrian Refugees from Türkiye in 
Earthquake Aftermath  
 
News  02 Mar 2023 
Tropical Cyclone Freddy Adds to Alarming Displacement in Mozambique and Madagascar: 
IOM Responds  
 
News  28 Feb 2023 
IOM and Amazon Partner to Deliver Shelter and Warmth to Earthquake Survivors  
 
News  28 Feb 2023 
Displacement in Somalia Reaches Record High 3.8 Million: IOM Deputy Director General 
Calls for Sustainable Solutions  
 
News  27 Feb 2023 
A Decisive Year for Yemen: IOM Appeals for USD 183 Million to Provide Relief to Over 4 
Million People in Need  
  
 
UNAIDS [to 04 Mar 2023]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
Selected Press Releases/Reports/Statements 
1 March 2023 
How harsh drug laws undermine health and human rights in Asia Pacific  
 
28 February 2023 
“Silence is better” — How the criminalisation of sex workers keeps exploitation in the 
shadows  
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WHO & Regional Offices [to 04 Mar 2023]  
https://www.who.int/news 
Selected News/Announcements/Statements 
3 March 2023  
News release 
Countries begin negotiations on global agreement to protect world from future pandemic 
emergencies 
 
3 March 2023  
Departmental news 
New compendium showcases positive examples in refugee and migrant health 
 
1 March 2023  
Departmental news 
Countries urged to safeguard the health of refugees and migrants 
 
1 March 2023  
News release 
Visit of WHO Director-General to north-west Syria 
 
1 March 2023  
Departmental news 
Registration Open: Please apply to join the UN Multi-stakeholder Hearing on TB on 8-9 
May 
 
28 February 2023  
Departmental news 
The Montreux Charter on Patient Safety galvanizes action to address avoidable harm in 
health care 
 
27 February 2023  
Departmental news 
WHO rolls out new holistic way to measure early childhood development 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region  
:: 02 March 2023   Floods raise cholera risk even as cases decline in Africa  
Brazzaville – As weekly cholera cases in the affected African countries decline, heavy flooding due to 
seasonal rains and tropical cyclones in southern Africa are raising the risk of the disease spreading and 
threatening to undermine outbreak control efforts. 
:: 28 February 2023   Community-based response boosts Liberia’s COVID-19 detection, 
vaccination drive    
;; 27 February 2023   Mozambique targets 720 000 people in cholera vaccination drive  
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WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
:: Onchocerciasis or "river blindness" - a disease that affects the poorest in rural areas  
   February 24, 2023 (PAHO) — Onchocerciasis is a parasitic disease caused by tiny worms that can 
lead to skin and eye damage, including irreversible blindness. Following decades of concerted action 
spurred by the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) and its partners, the region of the Americas 
has largely eliminated the disease, with remaining… 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
No new digest content identified. 
 
WHO European Region EURO  
:: 1 March 2023  
Maternal mortality rates stagnate in some countries in Europe despite recent progress, 
new data warn 
:: 1 March 2023  
First-of-its-kind WHO/Europe course puts health workforce and leadership at the heart of 
health system recovery 
:: 1 March 2023   News release 
Using data to provide more specialized health care in Ukraine 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
Disease Outbreak News (DONs)  
Latest WHO Disease Outbreak News (DONs), providing information on confirmed acute public health 
events or potential events of concern.  
 
26 February 2023 | Avian Influenza A (H5N1) - Cambodia  
 
:::::: 
 
New WHO Publications  
https://www.who.int/publications/i 
3 March 2023  
Understanding the global measure of primary health care expenditure 
 
2 March 2023  
Promoting the health of refugees and migrants: experiences from around the world 
 Overview  
This publication is a compendium of 49 country examples highlighting efforts in improving refugees’ 
and migrants’ health following the adoption of the WHO Global Action Plan on Promoting the health of 
refugees and migrants at the seventy-second World Health Assembly, in May 2019.  
 
1 March 2023  
Integrating health in urban and territorial planning: a sourcebook 
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.oie.int/en/ 

https://www.paho.org/en/news/news-releases
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Press Releases, Statements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 04 Mar 2023] 
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release 
Selected Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.undp.org/news-centre 
News Centre 
Press Releases 
Celebrating 50 years of CITES conserving the world’s wild animals and plants on World 
Wildlife Day 2023 
 
 
UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://sdgs.un.org/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/ 
Meetings, events, publications 
News 
The Sustainable Development Goals Report 2022 
   7 July 2022 - The Sustainable Development Goals Report 2022 reviews progress of the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development, using the latest available data and estimates to track global progress of 
the 17 Goals with in-depth analysis of selected indicators for each Goal. The Report highlights the 
severity and magnitude of the challenges before us. The confluence of crises, dominated by COVID-19, 
climate change, and conflicts, are creating spin-off impacts on food and nutrition, health, education, 
the environment, and peace and security, and affecting all the SDGs.  
 
 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.unenvironment.org/ 
Resources 
No new digest content identified 
 
 
UNDRR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.undrr.org/ 
Updates   3 March 2023  
Experts and officials call for resilient infrastructure and inclusive disaster recovery in the 
Americas and the Caribbean at RP23  
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   Researchers and officials from across the region highlighted the need for people-centric, youth-
focused and non-formulaic recovery plans that included the input of the communities in which they are 
implemented. 
United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction – Regional Office for the Americas and the Caribbean 
Uruguay - government  
 
 
UN DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.un.org/en/articles-by-property-w-date/81254 
Articles - Selected 
28 Feb 2023 | DESA 
Shaping the future of global statistics 
   28 February 2023 - The United Nations Statistical Commission is holding its 54th session from 
February 28 to March 3, 2023, at the UN headquarters in New York. Established in 1947, the 
Commission is the apex body responsible for the development of global statistical standards... 
 
28 Feb 2023 | DESA 
INTERVIEW: Turn the tide on water crisis with game-changing commitments, urge co-
hosts of UN conference 
    28 February 2023 - Water is life, yet this vital natural resource is being depleted, polluted and 
mismanaged. Disruption to the hydrological cycle is also causing more water-related disasters. To 
tackle the challenges, the United Nations will convene in March one of the most important water events 
in history at its Headquarters in New York.  
 
  
ILO  International Labour Organization  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/lang--en/index.htm 
ILO Newsroom -Selected Items   
UN Conference on the Least Developed Countries 
ILO welcomes renewed commitments to support recovery and sustainable development in 
Least Developed Countries   
03 March 2023  
 
Press release 
Bangladesh Business and Human Rights Week Landmark dialogue held to chart roadmap 
for responsible business conduct   
02 March 2023  
 
Joint ILO-UNICEF report 
Number of children without critical social protection increasing globally   
01 March 2023  
 
Care economy 
ILO stresses the need for transformative care economy policies with decent employment 
opportunities for domestic workers   
28 February 2023  
 
Director-General's mission to Côte d'Ivoire 
ILO Director-General welcomes Côte d'Ivoire's action on social protection    
27 February 2023  
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https://www.ilo.org/africa/media-centre/pr/WCMS_869616/lang--en/index.htm


   

 
UNESCO  [to 04 Mar 2023]  
http://en.unesco.org/news 
Selected Press Releases  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS)  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.icomos.org/en/ 
Selected Announcements 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp 
Press Releases 
Firearms, drug trafficking feeding Haiti’s cascading security crises: new UNODC 
assessment  
03/03/2023 
   Increasingly sophisticated and high-calibre firearms and ammunition are being trafficked into crisis-
hit Haiti, according to a new assessment released today by the United Nations Office on Drugs and 
Crime (UNODC) titled Haiti’s criminal markets: mapping trends in firearms and drug trafficking.   
   Gang-related violence in Haiti has reached levels not seen in decades, according to the January 2023 
report of the Secretary-General to the UN Security Council, and a recent uptick in firearms seizures, 
together with intelligence and law enforcement reporting, suggests that firearms trafficking to Haiti is 
surging. Moreover, as the UNODC assessment details, Haiti remains a trans-shipment country for 
drugs, primarily cocaine and cannabis entering via boat or plane at public, private and informal ports as 
well as clandestine runways… 
 
 
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
http://unhabitat.org/ 
Press Releases 
Executive Director of UN-Habitat visits Türkiye 
01 Mar 2023 
 
 
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 04 Mar 2023] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Food Programme  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.wfp.org/news 
Selected News Releases  
2 March 2023  
WFP Executive Board welcomes appointment of Cindy McCain as new head of UN World 
Food Programme  
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https://www.icomos.org/en/
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/releases/2023/March/firearms--drug-trafficking-feeding-haitis-cascading-security-crises_-new-unodc-assessment.html
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/releases/2023/March/firearms--drug-trafficking-feeding-haitis-cascading-security-crises_-new-unodc-assessment.html
https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/toc/Haiti_assessment_UNODC.pdf
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/4000672
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/4000672
http://unhabitat.org/
https://unhabitat.org/sites/default/files/2023/03/02_2023_ed_visit_to_turkiye.pdf
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/
https://www.wfp.org/news
https://www.wfp.org/news/wfp-executive-board-welcomes-appointment-cindy-mccain-new-head-un-world-food-programme
https://www.wfp.org/news/wfp-executive-board-welcomes-appointment-cindy-mccain-new-head-un-world-food-programme


   

   ROME – The President of the Executive Board of the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP), 
His Excellency Artur Andrzej Pollok, Ambassador and Permanent Representative of Poland, has 
welcomed the appointment of Cindy Hensley McCain of the United States of America as WFP’s next 
Executive Director.  
 
 
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.icao.int/ 
Latest News    
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IMO [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.imo.org/ 
What's New  
01 March 2023  
IMO launches Türkiye/Syria earthquake fundraising appeal  
    IMO Secretary-General Mr. Kitack Lim, has launched an Appeal for Funds and a mechanism to 
facilitate donations to help those impacted by the devastating earthquake that hit Türkiye and the 
Syrian Arab Republic on 6 February 2023 followed by powerful aftershocks and another earthquake two 
weeks later.   
 
 
WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UPU  Universal Postal Union   [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.upu.int/en/News-Media/Press/Press-Releases 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Organization for Standardization (ISO)  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.iso.org/news 
News 
Economy | Sustainability 
The circular economy: building trust through conformity assessment 
1 March 2023  
   A circular economy offers a way to counteract the climate crisis, strengthen our adaptive capacity 
and make society more sustainable and resilient. Standards and conformity assessment are part of the 
solution, … 
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WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 04 Mar 2023] 
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/ 
Press releases  
International Patent Applications Defy 2022 Challenges, Continue Upward Trend 
  Demand for patent protection continued to grow in 2022, with innovators in China, the United States, 
Japan, the Republic of Korea and Germany leading in filings under WIPO’s Patent Cooperation Treaty 
(PCT) which simplifies the process of seeking patent protection in multiple countries. 
Feb 28, 2023 PR/2023/899 
 
 
CBD  Convention on Biological Diversity [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.cbd.int/ 
Announcements 
14.03.2023-16.03.2023 // CP-DIOM-2023-01 International Conference on GMO Analysis and 
New Genomic Techniques  
 
:::::: 
 
DARPA – Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency [U.S.] [to 04 Mar 2023 
https://www.darpa.mil/news 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
USAID [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Announcements 
Congratulations to Ambassador McCain on her Appointment to Lead the World Food 
Program and to Outgoing Director Beasley for Six Years of Service 
March 2, 2023 
  I offer my sincere congratulations to Ambassador Cindy McCain on her appointment by United Nations 
Secretary-General António Guterres and United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization Director-
General Qu Dongyu as the new Executive Director of the World Food Program. Ambassador McCain 
began her current role as the U.S. Ambassador to the U.N. Agencies for Food and Agriculture just 
weeks before Vladimir Putin’s invasion of Ukraine, triggering one of the largest food crises in recent 
memory. Ambassador McCain has worked tirelessly to ensure humanitarian aid reaches countries on 
the brink of famine, dissuade nations from exacerbating the crisis with export bans, and oversee the 
largest American contribution to the U.N. Food and Agriculture Agencies in our nation’s history.  
 
 
Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office [U.K.]  [nee DFID]  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/foreign-commonwealth-development-office 
Selected Press Releases. Announcements 
New UK partnership to tackle climate change in Latin America  
1 March 2023 — Press release 
   The UK becomes a member of IDB Invest, the private sector arm of the largest development bank in 
Latin America and the Caribbean. 
 
 
ECHO  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
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https://ec.europa.eu/echo/news-stories/news_en 
News 
News article  4 March 2023 
EU mobilises over €47 million and launches Humanitarian Air Bridge to help people 
affected by the conflict in DRC 
   The operation, conducted with the support of France as a Team Europe initiative, will deliver 
humanitarian support in the form of medical and nutritional supplies along with a range of other 
emergency items, in collaboration with UNICEF and other humanitarian partners. 
 
:::::: 
 
African Union [to 04 Mar 2023] 
http://www.au.int/ 
Press releases  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
http://asean.org/category/news/asean-secretariat-news/ 
Secretariat News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
European Commission  
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/home/en    
Latest  [Selected]           •   
Press release  4 March 2023 
EU mobilises over €47 million and launches Humanitarian Air Bridge to help people 
affected by the conflict in DRC 
 
Press release  4 March 2023 
Ocean biodiversity: global agreement on protection and sustainable use of resources and 
biodiversity in high seas 
Today, global negotiations concluded on the landmark Treaty of the High Seas to protect the ocean, 
tackle environmental degradation, fight climate change, and prevent biodiversity loss. 
   
Statement  4 March 2023 
Statement by President von der Leyen on the establishment of the International Centre for 
the Prosecution of Crimes of Aggression against Ukraine 
   
Press release  2 March 2023 
Our Ocean Conference: EU announces €816.5 million worth of commitments to protect the 
ocean* 
Today, at the Our Ocean Conference in Panama, the EU is confirming its strong engagement for 
international ocean governance by announcing  39 commitments for action for the year 2023. 
 
 
OECD  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/publicationsdocuments/bydate/ 
Newsroom 
No new digest content identified. 
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Organization of American States (OAS)   [to 04 Mar 2023] 
http://www.oas.org/en/ 
Press Releases  
 
 
 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.oic-oci.org/  
Selected Press Releases 
OIC Secretary-General Addressed the High-level Segment of the 52nd Session of the UN 
Human Rights Council 
   Speaking at the High-Level Segment of the 52nd Session of the United Nations Human Rights Council 
in Geneva, the Secretary-General of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), His Excellency Mr. 
Hissein Brahim Taha reiterated the OIC's commitment to the promotion and protection of human rights 
and respect for human dignity. ... 
02/03/2023 
 
OIC Secretary-General welcomes the UN “Flash Appeal Turkiye” and Urges the OIC 
Member States and Relevant Institutions to Contribute to the UN Fund to Support Turkish 
Victims of Earthquake 
   The Secretary General of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), H.E. Mr. Hissein Brahim 
Taha, welcomes and commends the three-month “Flash Appeal Turkiye” launched on 16 February 2023 
by the United Nations and aimed at mobilizing humanitarian assistance to support Government-led 
response and victims of the devastating quakes occurred in Turkiye, on 6 February 2023.... 
01/03/2023 
 
 
Group of 77  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
http://www.g77.org/ 
Latest Statements and Speeches 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by Ms. Juana María Pantoja, Head of the National 
Statistics and Information Office of Cuba, on Agenda item 3(l) "Working methods of the Statistical 
Commission", at the 54th session of the United Nations Statistical Commission (New York, 
2 March 2023) 
 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by Ambassador Yuri A. Gala López, Deputy 
Permanent Representative of Cuba to the United Nations, at the first meeting on the preparatory 
process for the High-level Dialogue on Financing for Development of the General Assembly 
(New York, 1 March 2023) 
 
:::::: 
 
UNCTAD  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://unctad.org/media-centre 
Press Releases 
03 Mar 2023 –  
UNCTAD calls for urgent global action to support the world’s 46 least developed countries 
UNCTAD/PRESS/PR/2023/003 
Geneva, Switzerland 
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World Customs Organization – WCO  [to  015 Oct 2022] 
http://www.wcoomd.org/ 
Latest News 
27 February 2023  
WCO and WHO joint workshop for the Americas and Caribbean region on combating 
substandard and falsified medical products  
 
 
UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 04 Mar 2023]    
https://www.unwto.org/news 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 04 Mar 2023] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
WTO News and Events [Selected] 
WTO to champion importance of trade in supporting LDCs’ economic development 
3 March 2023 
   Trade will play a key role in helping countries meet the Doha Programme of Action for LDCs over the 
next decade. This is the message the WTO will deliver at the Fifth United Nations Conference on Least-
Developed Countries (LDC5), taking place in Doha, Qatar, from 5 to 9 March. Deputy Director-General 
Xiangchen Zhang will speak at several events and the WTO will co-organize a number of sessions with 
other international organizations to discuss LDCs’ trade priorities.  
 
:::::: 
 
IPU  Inter-Parliamentary Union   [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases 
Press releases 
03/03/2023 
New IPU report shows that women MPs have never been so diverse  
 According to the latest IPU report, Women in Parliament 2022, women’s participation in parliament 
has never been as diverse and representative as it is in many countries today. And for the first time in 
history, not a single functioning parliament in the world is male-only.  
   The findings in the annual IPU report are based on the 47 countries that held elections in 2022. In 
those elections, women took an average 25.8% of seats up for election or appointment. This 
represents a 2.3 percentage point increase compared to previous renewals in these chambers… 
 
  
International Court of Justice  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Criminal Court (ICC)  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
Trying individuals for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/ 

http://www.wcoomd.org/
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News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
World Bank [to  015 Oct 2022] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
All News 
World Bank Signs a $1 Billion Program to Support India’s Health Sector for Pandemic 
Preparedness and Enhanced Health Service Delivery 
NEW DELHI, March 3, 2023—The Government of India and the World Bank today signed two 
complementary loans of $500 million each to support and enhance India’s health sector development. 
Through this combined...  
Date: March 03, 2023 Type: Press Release  
 
Pace of Reform Toward Equal Rights for Women Falls to 20-Year Low 
“Reform fatigue” poses obstacle to economic growth at a critical time WASHINGTON, March. 2, 2023—
The global pace of reforms toward equal treatment of women under the law has slumped to a 20-year 
low, constituting...  
Date: March 02, 2023 Type: Press Release  
 
Recommendations of the High-Level Advisory Group on Sustainable and Inclusive 
Recovery and Growth 
WASHINGTON, February 28, 2023 – A new joint report from an international panel of development 
experts outlines recommendations needed to support a pathway to green, resilient, and inclusive 
development...  
Date: February 28, 2023 Type: Press Release  
 
Earthquake Direct Damage in Syria Estimated at $5.1 billion in Areas Already Severely 
Ravaged by Long Conflict and Displacement 
WASHINGTON, March 3, 2023 – The February 6 earthquakes that hit Türkiye and Syria caused an 
estimated $5.1 billion in direct physical damages in Syria, according to a World Bank Global Rapid 
Assessment...  
Date: February 28, 2023 Type: Press Release  
 
Solar Mini Grids Could Sustainably Power 380 million People in Africa by 2030 – if Action is 
Taken Now 
NAIROBI, February 27, 2023 – Solar mini grids can provide high-quality uninterrupted renewable 
electricity to underserved villages and communities across Sub-Saharan Africa and be the least-cost 
solution...  
Date: February 26, 2023 Type: Press Release  
 
 
IMF   [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.imf.org/en/News 
News 
March 2, 2023 
The Executive Board of the International Monetary Fund approved a 24-month 
arrangement under the Precautionary and liquidity Line (PLL) in the amount of US$968 
million. • The Executive Board also approved US$764 million under the newly created 
Resilience and Sustainability Facility (RSF). • The 24-month arrangements will provide 

http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all
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insurance against global risks and strengthen physical and fiscal resilience to climate 
change, advance decarbonization of the economy, and manage transition risks.  
 
February 27, 2023 
Scaling up Climate Finance for Emerging Markets and Developing Economies  
Speech by Deputy Managing Director Bo Li at EIB Group Forum 2023 
 
February 27, 2023 
In Major Economic Shocks, Best Response Combines All-Out, Large-Scale Policies  
Bank lending grew faster in countries with policy packages combining large fiscal, monetary, and 
prudential measures 
 
 
African Development Bank   [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases 
Press Releases 
Website not responding at inquiry. 
 
 
Asian Development Bank  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
http://www.adb.org/news/releases 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-
level announcements are added each week] 
News 
01 Mar 2023 
ADB Signs Loan for First Cross-Border Wind Power Project in Asia, First Plant in Lao PDR 
and Largest in Southeast Asia 
   ADB and Monsoon Wind Power Company Limited signed a $682.55 million nonrecourse project 
financing package to build a 600-megawatt wind power plant in Sekong and Attapeu provinces in the 
southern region of the Lao People’s Democratic Republic. 
 
 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank   [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-
level announcements are added each week] 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IDB – Inter-American Development Bank  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.iadb.org/en/news 
News 
United Kingdom Joins IDB Invest as its Newest Member Country 
March 01, 2023  
   LONDON – Today, IDB Invest (the private sector arm of the Inter-American Development Bank) 
welcomed the United Kingdom as its 48th member country. The official declaration of membership was 
signed during a joining ceremony led by UK Development Minister Andrew Mitchell, Inter-American 
Development Bank (IDB) President Ilan Goldfajn and IDB Invest CEO James P. Scriven.  
2023-03-01 
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IDB Lab and Google Launch New Call for Women STEM Entrepreneurs 
March 01, 2023  
   The initiative is aimed at high-growth startups in Latin America and the Caribbean. Call will remain 
open until March 31, 2023, through the WeXchange platform. IDB Lab, the innovation laboratory of 
the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) Group, and its WeXchange platform, which promotes the 
growth of women entrepreneurs in technology from the region, announce the launch of a new call for 
applications to connect the most innovative and dynamic women entrepreneurs in STEM (science, 
technology, engineering, and mathematics) in the region with pot 
2023-03-01 
 
Gender, Age, and Educational Gaps Impact Views on Regional Integration in Latin America 
February 28, 2023  
   Support for regional integration among Latin Americans has increased to 74% in countries surveyed 
over the past 25 years, according to a new publication from the Institute for the Integration of Latin 
America and the Caribbean (INTAL) of the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB).  However, these 
levels vary significantly based on respondents’ age, gender, geographic location, and socioeconomic 
and educational background, the study reports. 
2023-02-28 
 
 
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news 
News 
02 MAR  
IFAD, the UN’s rural development agency, and India deepen shared commitment to build 
resilient rural livelihoods  
 
01 MAR  
IFAD President in Germany stresses “importance to invest in building long-term resilience” 
in rural communities  
 
 
Islamic Development Bank    [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.isdb.org/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
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:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
We monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new research and major 
organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, collaborations, and initiatives across the 
human rights, humanitarian response and development spheres of action.  WE will not reference 
fundraising announcements, programs, events or appeals, and generally not include content which is 
primarily photo-documentation or video in format. 
 
 
Action Contre la Faim – Action Against Hunger  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org 
Communiqués de presse 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Alliance for International Medical Action (ALIMA)  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://alima.ngo/ 
PRESS RELEASES 
 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://newsroom.amref.org/category/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases     
Press Releases  
AHAIC 2023 to Drive United Africa Agenda to Achieve Equitable Health Access and Address 
Climate Change 
March 4, 2023  
  The biennial conference will convene African stakeholders in health, climate, and development to 
foster regional collaboration… 
 
 
Aravind Eye Care System  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://aravind.org/ 
Aravind News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Blue Shield International  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://theblueshield.org/category/bsi-international-news/ 
BSI News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BRAC  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
http://www.brac.net/#news 
Latest  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clubhouse International  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html 
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News/Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://pro.drc.ngo/resources/news/?t=Press+Release 
Press Releases 
One year after the activation of the Temporary Protection Directive: learnings on 
protection of refugees from Ukraine  
   Throughout the past year, nearly 4.9 million people, mostly women and children, have benefited 
from temporary protection or similar national schemes across Europe. However, we also see that many 
refugees can't access their rights due to multiple practical, legal, and administrative barriers.  
Posted on 02 Mar 2023 
  
 
ECPAT  [to 04 Mar 2023]  
https://ecpat.org/news/ 
ECPAT News 
Mar 3, 2023 
In Côte d’Ivoire, high rates of child labour and school dropouts have been found to 
increase children’s vulnerability to sexual exploitation. 
 
Mar 2, 2023 
The sexual exploitation of children as a consequence of the war in Ukraine is still under 
documented 
 
Mar 2, 2023 
Gaps in Ecuador’s laws leave children vulnerable to sexual exploitation and abuse  
 
 
EIFL – Electronic Information for Libraries  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.eifl.net/news 
EIFL works with libraries to enable access to knowledge for education, learning, research and 
sustainable community development 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Fountain House  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.fountainhouse.org/news 
Selected Press Releases/Events 
News 
Fountain House Pleased to See New York’s Comprehensive Mental Health Plan Featuring 
Clubhouses 
March 2, 2023 
   Mayor Eric Adams today announced he will be significantly scaling clubhouses over the next four 
years as part of his comprehensive mental health plan for New York. The news recognizes how the 
clubhouse model, pioneered by Fountain House in Manhattan, is uniquely positioned to engage people 
living with serious mental illness (SMI), spur recovery, and improve their quality of life. 
 
 
GE2P2 Global  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
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https://ge2p2.org 
News/Analysis/Statements 
:: Past weekly editions of Vaccines and Global Health: The Week in Review are available here. 
:: Informed Consent: A Monthly Review – March 2023 is now posted here 
 
 
Humanity & Inclusion  [nee Handicap International]  [to 04 Mar 2023]  
https://hi.org/en/index 
News 
Bombing in Dnipro: the European Union and Atlas Logistics help the victims  
Emergency | Ukraine | PUBLISHED ON February 27th 2023  
 
 
Heifer International  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.heifer.org/blog/newsworthy/index.htmlr   
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HelpAge International  [to 04 Mar 2023]  
https://www.helpage.org/newsroom/latest-news/ 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports 
Addressing gendered ageism to boldly embrace equity for older women in development 
discourse 
By Carole Ageng'o 
Posted: 02 March 2023 
 
Raising older women's profiles and voice in the international gender movement 
   HelpAge is headed to New York to raise the voice of older women within the international movement 
for gender equality at the 67th session of the UN Commission on the Status of Women - CSW. 
Posted: 02 March 2023 
 
Video: Older people who survived the catastrophic earthquake in Syria 
   We look at the survivors who now have to rebuild their lives, and at the humanitarian response of 
HelpAge's partner SEMA.  
Posted: 28 February 2023 
 
 
ICRC  [to  015 Oct 2022] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
What’s New   [Selected]     
Haiti: urgent call for the protection of the medical mission, humanitarian access and 
respect for the Red Cross emblem 
   People who are ill or injured must be allowed to seek medical attention freely, without discrimination, 
at all times and in all circumstances. Health-care workers, and medical vehicles and facilities must 
never be hindered in their work to prevent and 
03-03-2023 | News release 
   
Women, Conflict and International Humanitarian Law 
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   Ladies and gentlemen, dear colleagues,Five months ago, I commenced as president of the 
International Committee of the Red Cross.It is a privilege and a challenge to lead this organisation 
through this moment in history… 
03-03-2023 | Statement 
   
Ethiopia: even during period of peace, lasting humanitarian consequences of the conflict 
remain 
   Statement by Patrick Youssef, ICRC Regional Director for Africa, on Tigray region at the United 
Nations Palais Briefing in Geneva. 
03-03-2023 | News release 
 
 
IFRC   [to 04 Mar 2023] 
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/ 
Press Releases [Selected]  
Press release  04/03/2023  
Vanuatu: Back-to-back cyclones hammer island nation, recovery efforts will be immense  
 
Press release  03/03/2023  
Türkiye and Syria one month on: A mental health ticking time bomb  
 
Press release  02/03/2023  
Cyclone Judy wreaks havoc across Vanuatu, Red Cross ready to respond  
 
Press release  28/02/2023  
Six months on: Pakistan’s receding floodwaters reveal the need for prolonged support  
 
 
International Medical Corps (IMC)   [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/ 
Selected Press Releases/Updates/Alerts  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IRC  [International Rescue Committee]   [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.rescue.org/media-center  
Media highlights   
Press Release       
South Sudan declares a second measles outbreak on 10th December 2022; reporting 
182% increase of cases, warns IRC  
February 27, 2023 
   
Press Release 
IRC calls for international community not to leave Yemen behind as leaders convene for 
pledging conference  
February 27, 2023 
 
   
IRCT  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://irct.org/ 
Latest News 
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No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Islamic Relief Worldwide  [to 04 Mar 2023]  
https://www.islamic-relief.org/ 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Landsea   [to 04 Mar 2023] 
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/ 
What’s New 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Mercy Corps [to 04 Mar 2023] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
News Releases & Alerts 
March 02, 2023  
The People of Taiwan to Provide $5M in Funding to Support Mercy Corps’ Syria Earthquake 
Response  
The Taipei Economic and Cultural Office in Jordan, a longstanding partner of Mercy Corps in Jordan, 
has announced $5...  
  
March 02, 2023  
NGOs Mark One Year Since Activation of the Temporary Protection Directive and Call for 
Continued Support to Refugees from Ukraine 
On 4 March 2022, in the spirit of solidarity with the people of Ukraine, the Council of the European 
Union unanimously...  
  
February 28, 2023  
Six Months After Deadly Flooding Submerged 1/3 of Pakistan, Inadequate Funding Has 
Stopped Recovery in its Tracks 
Six months since the unprecedented floods that swept through Pakistan, leaving a trail of destruction 
and death...  
 
February 27, 2023  
Yemen Pledging Falls Far Short of What is Needed to Help Yemeni People Survive  
Following today’s High-Level Yemen Pledging Event, held in Geneva, INGOs working in Yemen are 
deeply concerned over the... 
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 04 Mar 2023]  
http://www.msf.org/ 
Latest [Selected Announcements]  
War in Ukraine  
MSF teams treating patients after missile attack on residential building in Zapor… 
Press Release 2 Mar 2023  
 
International Women's Day  
Overcoming taboos to ensure women's sexual health  
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Project Update 2 Mar 2023  
 
Rohingya refugee crisis  
Cuts to refugees’ food rations will have severe health impact  
Press Release 2 Mar 2023  
 
Epidemics and pandemics  
MSF statement on WHO negotiating body meeting on pandemic prevention, prepa… 
Speech 28 Feb 2023  
 
 
Norwegian Refugee Council   [to 04 Mar 2023] 
http://www.nrc.no/ 
Latest News  
Yemen Pledging Falls Far Short of What is Needed to Help Yemeni People Survive 
27. Feb 2023 - Yemen  
 
 
OXFAM [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.oxfam.org/en/ 
Press Releases       
Yemen pledging conference "nowhere near enough" - Oxfam reaction 
28 February 2023 
   In reaction to the Virtual High-Level Pledging Event on the Humanitarian Crisis in Yemen, which took 
place today, where international donors pledged only around $1.2 billion out of the total $4.3 billion 
UN's appeal for the country, Ferran Puig, Oxfam’s Country Director in Yemen, said: “The money 
pledged today is nowhere near enough. The world must not look away while Yemen faces a 
humanitarian crisis - the consequence of doing so will be tragic." 
 
 
Pact  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
http://www.pactworld.org/  
Latest News & Highlights 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Partners In Health  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.pih.org/news   
News & Stories   
Putting Community Health Front and Center in Massachusetts  
   A team of 12 community health workers in New Bedford, Mass., showed up at fisheries and markets, 
shopping areas and public spaces to conduct community health surveys and assess gaps in health care 
access among residents of Guatemalan descent.   
February 28, 2023  
 
 
PATH  [to 04 Mar 2023]  
https://www.path.org/media-center/  
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
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Plan International/BORNEfonden  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Save The Children [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.savethechildren.net/news 
News 
3 March 2023 - Ukraine 
One year on from landmark decision allowing families from Ukraine to enter Europe, 
commitment to long-term protection needed – Save the Children 
 
2 March 2023 - Sri Lanka 
Sri Lanka: half of families reducing children’s food intake as the country slips further into 
hunger crisis – Save the Children  
 
1 March 2023 - Somalia 
About half of children under 5 in Somalia facing malnutrition although fears of famine on 
hold: new data 
 
28 February 2023 - Yemen 
YEMEN'S MOST VULNERABLE LEFT BEHIND AS LESS THAN A THIRD OF $4.3 BLN RAISED 
TO AVERT HUMANITARIAN CATASTROPHE   
 
27 February 2023 - Italy 
Statement on child deaths following migrant boat shipwreck off Italian coast 
 
 
Tostan  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
http://www.tostan.org 
News & Stories 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Women for Women International [to 04 Mar 2023]  
https://www.womenforwomen.org/blogs 
Blogs & Updates 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Vision  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
http://wvi.org/ 
Newsroom 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
Electronic Frontiers Foundation   [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.eff.org/updates?type=press_release 
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Our Work 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Freedom House [to 04 Mar 2023]  
https://freedomhouse.org/news-perspectives/press-releases-statements 
News Releases & Statements  
Freedom House Announces Camaran Pipes as Director of Asia Programs  
Press release  
February 27, 2023  
 
 
Human Rights Watch  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.hrw.org/ 
Featured Commentary, Announcements, Statements 
March 3, 2023  
Cambodia: Opposition Leader Convicted on Bogus Charges  
   The Phnom Penh municipal court on March 3, 2023, found the Cambodian political opposition leader 
Kem Sokha guilty of treason and sentenced him to a 27 year prison sentence, and indefinitely 
suspended his political rights to vote and to stand for election. 
 
Middle East/North Africa  
March 2, 2023 
Dispatches  
Iranian Media Reports Hundreds of Schoolgirls Poisoned  
Michael Page  
Deputy Director, Middle East and North Africa Division 
 
United States  
March 2, 2023 
Dispatches  
New York Taxpayers Foot Bill for Abusive Police  
Laura Pitter  
Deputy Director, US Program 
 
Africa  
March 2, 2023 
News Release  
Angola: Hundreds Homeless in Forced Evictions, Demolitions  
 
 
Transparency International  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases 
Press 
Transparency International: EITI must reinforce anti-corruption provisions 
   As the Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative (EITI) board meets today in Buenos Aires, 
Transparency International urges them to reflect the critical importance of anti-corruption in the…  
01 March 2023  
 
:::::  
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ChildFund Alliance  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://childfundalliance.org/ 
Newsroom 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
CONCORD  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
http://concordeurope.org/  
Latest News and Events 
What will the new world order look like… and when will we know? 
Feb 27, 2023 | Director's Blog 
   The one-year anniversary of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine was marked by numerous articles in all 
sorts of scholarly (and less so) journals, and pretty much the same question was on everyone’s lips: 
what will it take to stop the war? 
 
 
The Elders  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://theelders.org/news-insight 
News, Speeches, Announcements 
Unified support for Ukraine is as vital as ever  
Gro Harlem Brundtland  
2 March 2023  
   Gro Harlem Brundtland considers the importance of global solidarity and unity in support of Ukraine, 
one year after President Putin launched his full-scale invasion. 
 
Opinion 
Unity on Ukraine is unity on peace and justice  
Ban Ki-moon Juan Manuel Santos  
27 February 2023  
   One year after Putin's invasion, Ban Ki-moon and Juan Manuel Santos affirm that unity in support of 
Ukraine is crucial for upholding the broader rules-based global order. 
 
 
Evidence Aid   [to 04 Mar 2023] 
Evidence Aid aims to save lives and livelihoods in disasters by providing decision-makers with the best 
available evidence and by championing its use. 
http://www.evidenceaid.org/  
Resources [Selected]  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gavi [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.gavi.org/ 
News Releases  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Global Fund  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/ 
News & Stories  
No new digest content identified. 
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ICVA - International Council of Voluntary Agencies   [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://icvanetwork.org/ 
Latest Resources/Upcoming Events  
23 February, 2023 
ICVA 2023 Annual Conference Programme and Recommended Reading 
Friday 17 March at Maison de la Paix, Geneva. 
 
 
InterAction  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
http://www.interaction.org/  
Latest Updates 
Humanitarian Coordination & Practice  
Achieving Wider Impacts in Humanitarian Response 
Juli King  |  Feb 28, 2023  
 
:::::: 
 
3ie  International Initiative for Impact Evaluation [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.3ieimpact.org/ 
What’s New/Events 
The effects of human rights interventions on rights-related outcomes  
Evidence gap map 3ie 2023  
   The authors of this report systematically identified, mapped, and described the evidence base of 
interventions that aim to strengthen human rights. The characteristics of the evidence are described 
and mapped according to a framework of 23 interventions and 28 outcomes. This evidence gap map 
(EGM) includes 377 impact evaluations and 46 systematic reviews. The map was commissioned by 
USAID’s Center for Democracy, Human Rights and Governance.  
 
Prevent, protect, and respond to human rights violations: Combating trafficking in persons 
(C-TIP)  
Evidence gap map Brief 3ie 2023  
   Authors of this brief highlight research findings and observations from five studies on interventions to 
prevent human rights violations, protect victims and human rights defenders and respond to human 
rights abuses by combatting trafficking in persons (C-TIP). These studies are included in an evidence 
gap map on human rights interventions commissioned by USAID's Center for Democracy, Human 
Rights and Governance.  
 
 
CHS Alliance  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
http://chsalliance.org/ 
Our Impact/Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Development Initiatives   [to 04 Mar 2023] 
http://devinit.org/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 

https://icvanetwork.org/
https://www.icvanetwork.org/uploads/2023/02/ICVA-2023-Annual-Conference-Programme-and-Recommended-Reading-3-March.pdf
http://www.interaction.org/
https://www.interaction.org/blog/achieving-wider-impacts-in-humanitarian-response/
https://www.interaction.org/blog/achieving-wider-impacts-in-humanitarian-response/
https://www.3ieimpact.org/
https://www.3ieimpact.org/evidence-hub/publications/evidence-gap-maps/effects-human-rights-interventions-rights
https://www.3ieimpact.org/
https://www.3ieimpact.org/
https://www.3ieimpact.org/evidence-hub/publications/evidence-gap-map/prevent-protect-and-respond-human-rights-violations
https://www.3ieimpact.org/evidence-hub/publications/evidence-gap-map/prevent-protect-and-respond-human-rights-violations
http://chsalliance.org/
http://devinit.org/


   

::::::  
 
Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action 
(ALNAP)     [to 04 Mar 2023] 
http://www.alnap.org/ 
News, Events 
ALNAP ICRC Webinar | Cutting through complexity: Getting real with systems thinking in 
humanitarian response  
5 April 2023 
 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre 
LATEST PRESS RELEASES 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
EHLRA/R2HC/HIF   [to 04 Mar 2023] 
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/ 
News 
01.03.2023  
Celebrating International Women’s Day: spotlighting our work in advancing gender equity 
in humanitarian settings 
 
 
Geneva Centre of Humanitarian Studies [nee CERAH] – [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://humanitarianstudies.ch/ 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Groupe URD   [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.urd.org/en/ 
Publications, Events, News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Humanitarian Studies Association  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://ihsa.info/  

Weekly humanitarian blog posts selection 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
INEE – an international network for education in emergencies   [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://inee.org/ 
News/Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP)  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://phap.org/ 
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Association news, events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Sphere  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://spherestandards.org/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Start Network [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs 
News and Blog  
NEW FUNDING STREAMS ACTIVATED AFTER FIFTH SUCCESSIVE FAILED RAINY SEASON IN 
SOMALIA  
News   1 March 2023  
Start Network is pleased to announce US$4.2 million of new funding to help protect people in Somalia 
from ever-worsening drought. The pay out is a result of a collaboration between the Federal 
Government of Somalia, African Risk Capacity and the UK… 
 
 
Unitaid  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://unitaid.org/ 
Featured News 
02 March 2023 
Nearly three-quarters of a million young lives saved as seasonal malaria chemoprevention 
marks 10 years since start of first pilots 
 
28 February 2023 
Unitaid and the Global Health Innovative Technology Fund strengthen ties to improve 
access to critical health tools 
 
:::::: 
 
Brookings    [to 04 Mar 2023] 
http://www.brookings.edu/ 
Accessed 04 Mar 2023 
Latest Research 
Essay  
The case for climate reparations in the United States 
Manann Donoghoe and Andre M. Perry 
Thursday, March 2, 2023  
 
Report  
Energy and climate challenges will continue in 2023 
Samantha Gross 
March 2023  
 
Report  
The big push for transformation through climate and development 
Wednesday, March 1, 2023  
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Report  
The antipoverty effects of the expanded Child Tax Credit across states: Where were the 
historic reductions felt? 
Sophie Collyer, Bradley Hardy, and Christopher Wimer 
Wednesday, March 1, 2023  
 
Report  
The case for and challenges of delivering in-kind nutrition assistance to children 
Lauren Bauer, Krista Ruffini, and Diane Whitmore Schanzenbach 
Wednesday, March 1, 2023  
 
 
Center for Global Development   [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.cgdev.org/ 
All Research [Selected] 
WORKING PAPERS 
Competition and Firm Recovery Post-COVID-19  
Miriam Bruhn et al.  
March 03, 2023  
   This paper examines the impact of the COVID-19 crisis on the reallocation of economic activity 
across firms, and whether this reallocation depends on the competition environment. The paper uses 
the World Bank’s Enterprise Surveys COVID-19 Follow-up Surveys for about 8,000 firms, including both 
small...  
 
CGD NOTES 
Latin America’s Hard-to-Escape Stagnation Trap  
Liliana Rojas-Suarez  
March 01, 2023  
   Recent forecasts for economic growth around the world place Latin America as the developing region 
with the lowest growth rate. How concerned should we be by these numbers? Very, and not only 
because the latest figures are just one more data point in a persistent trend.  
 
CGD NOTES 
Yes, MDB Shareholders Can Act Now: Six Very Feasible Near-Term Decisions  
Nancy Lee et al.  
March 01, 2023  
   The World Bank is in the most visible position as it works on its evolution roadmap. But change is 
needed across the MDB system to enable these institutions to play a more effective and a much bigger 
role in helping the world meet these challenges. Together they hold about $500 billion in shareholde...  
 
CGD NOTES 
The Next Pandemic: If We Can’t Respond, We’re Not Prepared  
Cristina Stefan et al.  
February 28, 2023  
   The policy discussions about PPR are noteworthy. But the global public sector is underinvesting in 
pandemic response. This creates the illusion of safety without the finance or planning in place to 
provide it. We cannot delay planning for response financing when the next pandemic hits, by which 
time...  
 
POLICY PAPERS 
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Reimagining Global Health Financing: How Refocusing Health Aid at the Margin Could 
Strengthen Health Systems and Futureproof Aid Financial Flows  
Tom Drake et al.  
February 27, 2023  
Health aid has helped domestic financing achieve historic gains in global health but there is much still 
to be done. Six major issues prevent aid from being more effective, fit for the future, and aligned with 
country priorities: funding volatility, aid fragmentation, the displacement of domestic fi...  
 
 
Chatham House   [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.chathamhouse.org/ 
Selected Analysis, Comment, Events 
Expert comment  
Is non-alignment possible for Latin America?  
On a continent where integration is often discussed, but never achieved, a group of political scientists 
and former diplomats propose ‘active non-alignment’. 
2 March 2023  
 
Expert comment  
Nigeria’s election results put disenfranchisement in the spotlight  
Despite boasting the biggest electoral register in Africa of 93.4 million voters, fewer than 25 million 
valid votes were counted in Nigeria’s 2023 election. 
1 March 2023 
 
 
Council on Foreign Relations    [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.cfr.org/media/news-releases 
New Releases [Selected]  
China  
Council on Foreign Relations Announces Michael Froman Will Serve as New President 
News Releases March 1, 2023  
 
 
CSIS   [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.csis.org/ 
Selected Reports, Events 
Powering Recovery: Reform, Reconstruction, and Renewables in Conflict-Affected States 
in the Arab World  
After pouring billions of dollars into rebuilding energy systems in Iraq, Lebanon, Libya, and Yemen. 
U.S. and international donors have frustratingly little to show for the effort. In a new report, Will 
Todman investigates what went wrong and charts a better path forward.   
Report by Will Todman , Jon B. Alterman , and Lubna Yousef — March 3, 2023  
 
The Strategic Importance of Legacy Chips  
While policymakers in the United States commit to strengthening production of the most advanced 
chips, they risk overlooking another major vulnerability in the country's supply of less advanced, 
“legacy" chips.  
Report by Sujai Shivakumar , Charles Wessner , and Thomas Howell — March 3, 2023  
 
Russian and Ukrainian Force Disposition  
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Explore CSIS’s interactive map of the war in Ukraine. See how the force disposition and front lines in 
Ukraine have changed over time. 
Digital Report by Seth G. Jones , Riley McCabe , and Alexander Palmer — March 3, 2023  
 
The Evolving World of Work in International Development  
How has international development evolved and what are the main drivers disrupting this field today? 
This report highlights the skills, knowledge, and expertise that development professionals need to end 
extreme poverty and address global challenges.   
Report by Romina Bandura — March 2, 2023  
 
Solving Europe’s Defense Dilemma: Overcoming the Challenges to European Defense 
Cooperation  
Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine has transformed European defense—but this hides a deeper 
dilemma: while European nations are spending more on defense, they are cooperating less. 
Brief by Sean Monaghan — March 1, 2023  
 
Clues to the U.S.-Dutch-Japanese Semiconductor Export Controls Deal Are Hiding in Plain 
Sight  
In late January 2023, the Biden administration's diplomatic gamble paid off when the United States 
secured a deal with both the Netherlands and Japan to join in the semiconductor export controls. 
Report by Gregory C. Allen and Emily Benson — March 1, 2023  
 
On the Horizon Vol. 5: A Collection of Papers from the Next Generation  
The authors featured in this publication were members of The Project on Nuclear Issues' (PONI) 2022 
Nuclear Scholars Class. The PONI Nuclear Scholars Initiative is a select group of rising next-gen voices, 
comprised of graduate students and young professionals. 
Report by Reja Younis and Jessica Link — February 28, 2023  
 
Irreversibility in Nuclear Disarmament  
While "irreversibility" has been a component of nuclear disarmament efforts for decades, it remains 
understudied. This CSIS Project on Nuclear Issues report brings together several authors to explore 
potential approaches and challenges to irreversible nuclear disarmament. 
Report by Heather Williams , Jessica Link , and Joseph Rodgers — February 28, 2023  
 
Ukrainian Innovation in a War of Attrition  
Russia suffered more combat deaths in Ukraine in the first year of the war than in all of its wars 
combined since World War II. The average rate of Russian soldiers killed per month in Ukraine is 35 
times greater than the number of Soviet soldiers killed in Afghanistan. 
Brief by Seth G. Jones , Riley McCabe , and Alexander Palmer — February 27, 2023  
 
 
McKinsey Global Institute 
https://www.mckinsey.com/mgi/overview 
Latest Research 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ODI  [Overseas Development Institute]   [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://odi.org/en/publications/ 
Publications [Selected] 
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Financing social assistance in lower-income countries post-Covid-19: An exploration of 
realistic options  
03 March 2023  
Working papers 
  
Cash transfers and digital financial inclusion: Regional evidence from Asia Pacific with a 
focus on Bangladesh, Cambodia, and Nepal  
28 February 2023  
Research reports  
 
Increasing digital financial inclusion in the Asia-Pacific region: key factors for cash 
recipient inclusion  
28 February 2023  
Briefing/policy papers  
 
International Organizations and Differentiated Universality: Reinvigorating Assessed 
Contributions in United Nations Funding  
27 February 2023  
Journal issue/article  
 
 
Pew Research Center  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.pewresearch.org/ 
Latest Publications [Selected] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Rand  [to 04 Mar 2023]    
https://www.rand.org/pubs.html 
Published Research [Selected] 
Report 
Quantifying the link between COVID-19, conflict risk, and the global economy 
   Our research suggests that COVID-19 will significantly increase the risk of civil conflict in African 
countries. We estimate this effect will, in turn, have negative global repercussions via international 
trade losses. 
Mar 3, 2023 
Grant Johnson, Sean M. Zeigler, Marco Hafner, Catherine Galley 
  
Journal Article 
A New Ethical Principle for Analysts Who Use Models 
   Analysts have long embraced the ethic of revealing assumptions that underlie their conclusions. 
Analysts should preemptively explain how their conclusions vary with changes of important 
assumptions reflecting uncertainties and disagreements. 
Mar 3, 2023 
Paul K. Davis 
 
 
RoRI [Research on Research Institute]  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
http://researchonresearch.org/ 
We're an open and independent new initiative providing data, analysis and intelligence on how to make 
research systems more strategic, open, diverse and inclusive. 
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RoRI News, Events  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Alan Turing Institute 
https://www.turing.ac.uk/news 
News, Research, Events 
 No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Urban Institute   [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.urban.org/publications 
New Research Publications - Selected 
 
 
The Wistar Institute   [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.wistar.org/news/press-releases 
Media 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Economic Forum    [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/ 
Media 
World Economic Forum’s Blue Food Partnership Launches Roadmap to Strengthen 
Sustainable Growth in Aquaculture  
News 03 Mar 2023  
 
New Initiative to Help Government and Business Navigate Untapped ‘Blue Carbon’ and 
Restore Coastal Ecosystems  
News 02 Mar 2023  
 
:::::: 
  
ISC / International Science Council  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://council.science/current/ 
ISC is a non-governmental organization with a unique global membership that brings together 40 
international scientific Unions and Associations and over 140 national and regional scientific 
organizations including Academies and Research Councils.  
Latest Updates 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
National Academy of Engineering - USA  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.nae.edu/31222/MediaRoom 
Latest News & Press Releases  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
National Academy of Medicine - USA  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://nam.edu/programs/ 
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News [Selected]  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
National Academy of Sciences - USA  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
http://www.nasonline.org/news-and-multimedia/ 
News  
Research and Higher Education Institutions in the Next 75 Years ' Symposium Proceedings 
February 28, 2023 
   The National Academies of Sciences Engineering and Medicine have released a new proceedings of a 
symposium that explored how research and higher education institutions should transform in the next 
75 years to better address complex global challenges such as responding to pandemics advancing 
innovation and building and nurturing research capacity. 
 
 
National Endowment for the Humanities  [U.S.]  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.neh.gov/newsroom?f%5B0%5D=news_type%3A281&f%5B1%5D=newsroom_content_ty
pe%3Anews 
Newsroom 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
NIH  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
http://www.nih.gov/  
News Releases   
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
CIOMS – COUNCIL FOR INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS OF MEDICAL SCIENCES  [to 04 
Mar 2023] 
https://cioms.ch/ 
News; Publications; Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Hastings Center   [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.thehastingscenter.org/for-media/ 
Press Releases   
Inaugural Cohort of Trustees Emeriti Announced 
March 1, 2023 
 
 
INSERM   [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.inserm.fr/en/home/ 
Press Releases   
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ICH   [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.ich.org/page/press-releases 
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News/Pubs/Press Releases [Selective] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Nuffield Council on Bioethics   [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.nuffieldbioethics.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Medical Association [WMA]   [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.wma.net/news-press/press-releases/ 
Press Releases  
02.03.2023 
Global Medical and Human Rights Groups Call on Türkiye to End Persecution of Doctors 
   In a letter issued today, four international medical and human rights organisations call on Turkish 
authorities to drop the baseless charges against the leadership of the Turkish Medical Association 
(TMA) at a time when doctors are urgently needed to tend to victims of the 6 February earthquake that 
have caused over 45,000 deaths in Türkiye and Syria. 
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::  Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will primarily monitor press/media releases announcing key initiatives and new research from a 
growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, humanitarian 
response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended to be exhaustive, but 
indicative.  
 
 

Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://alleninstitute.org/news-press/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
  
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/ideas/media-center 
Press Releases and Statements  
No new digest content identified. 
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Blue Meridian Partners [to 04 Mar 2023] 
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/ 
Blue Meridian Partners is a new capital aggregation collaboration that plans to invest at least $1 billion 
in high-performance nonprofits that are poised to have truly national impact for economically 
disadvantaged children and youth.  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Annie E. Casey Foundation   [to 04 Mar 2023] 
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/ 
Newsroom 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clinton Foundation  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/media-center/ 
News & Updates 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Co Impact   [to 04 Mar 2023] 
www.co-impact.io 
Co-Impact is a global philanthropic collaborative for systems change focused on improving the lives of 
millions of people around the world. 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Ford Foundation  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.fordfoundation.org/news-and-stories/news-and-press/ 
News & Press 
28 Feb. 2023  
Borealis Philanthropy and Ford Foundation Launch $1 Million Disability x Tech Fund to 
Advance Leadership of People With Disabilities in Tech Innovation  
 
 
J. Paul Getty Trust  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.getty.edu/about/#news 
Latest News      
Photographer Rodney Smith’s Prolific Career Is Examined in a New Monograph  
Press Release 
Lavish volume features over 200 images, many never-before-seen, as well as insightful essays and an 
introduction by Graydon Carter 
Feb 27, 2023  
   
Getty Exhibition Explores Gender Dynamics in Pastel Portraits  
Press Release 
Pastel Portraits: Drawn from Life? studies traditional depictions of men and women 
Mar 01, 2023  
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GHIT Fund   [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press 
Press Releases 
February 28, 2023  
Unitaid and the Global Health Innovative Technology Fund strengthen ties to improve 
access to critical health tools 
… The partnership will focus on tackling complex challenges such as emerging drug resistance in 
tuberculosis (TB) and malaria and shifting patterns of vector-borne diseases due to climate change… 
 
 

Grameen Foundation    [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://grameenfoundation.org/stories/press-releases 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/  
Latest Updates [Selected]  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news  
Press Room                
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IKEA Foundation    [to 04 Mar 2023]  
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/ 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
Kaiser Family Foundation   [to04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.kff.org/search/?post_type=press-release 
Newsroom 
KFF’s Kaiser Health News and CBS News Team Up to Investigate a Dental Device That 
Allegedly Has Left a Trail of Mangled Mouths and Devastated Patients  
March 3, 2023 News Release  
   In a months-long project, KFF’s Kaiser Health News correspondent Brett Kelman joined forces with 
CBS News National Consumer Investigative Correspondent Anna Werner to investigate an unregulated 
dental device that is at the heart of numerous accounts of pain and disfigurement. At least 10,000 
dental patients have been fitted with the… 
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As States Prepare to Resume Disenrollments, Medicaid/CHIP Enrollment Will Reach Nearly 
95 million in March, and the Pandemic-Era Enrollment Growth of 23 million Accounts for 1 
in 4 Enrollees  
March 2, 2023 News Release  
   A new KFF analysis estimates that enrollment in Medicaid and the Children’s Health Insurance 
Program (CHIP) will have grown by 23.3 million enrollees, to nearly 95 million, by the end of March. 
That is when the federal continuous enrollment provision expires, and states can resume 
disenrollments, which have been paused… 
 
As Debate Heats Up in Washington Over Possible Entitlement Cuts, A New KFF Analysis 
Details the 30% of Federal Spending That Goes to Health Care Programs  
March 1, 2023 News Release  
   As some policymakers in Washington are pushing to reduce the federal deficit and debt, a new KFF 
resource provides a concise explanation of federal spending for domestic and global health programs 
and services, which could be part of any conversation about curbing federal spending. Federal 
spending on health programs and… 
 
New Data Show Increased Outreach to 988 Following Implementation of the Number for 
the National Suicide Prevention and Crisis Hotline  
February 28, 2023 News Release  
   A KFF analysis finds that outreach to the new 988 number for the national suicide prevention and 
crisis hotline increased after its implementation in mid-July, then steadied until December 2022, when 
it rose again. Text volume increased more than 700 percent compared to the year prior but remains a 
smaller… 
 
Medicare Advantage Insurers Report Much Higher Gross Margins Per Enrollee Than 
Insurers in Other Markets  
February 28, 2023 News Release  
   A new analysis of health insurers’ 2021 financial data shows that insurers continue to report much 
higher gross margins per enrollee in the Medicare Advantage market than in other health insurance 
markets. The analysis examines insurers’ financial data in the Medicare Advantage, Medicaid managed 
care, individual (non-group), and fully insured… 
  
 
Kellogg Foundation  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media 
News 
2022 Annual Snapshot showcases the impact of building more equitable systems 
Foundation invests more than $298 million in new grant commitments  
March 1, 2023 
 
 
Aga Khan Foundation   [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://the.akdn/en/resources-media/whats-new/press-release 
News releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
MacArthur Foundation  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
http://www.macfound.org/ 
News, Events, What We’re Learning 
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Surveillance and Risks of People Working Essential Jobs 
March 3, 2023 
Grantee Research 
 
Disinformation, Misinformation, and Mal-information Exposed in Nigerian Elections 
February 28, 2023 
Grantee Research 
 
 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation   [to 04 Mar 2023] 

https://mellon.org/ 
News & Blog 
Why Does Affirmative Action Still Matter? 
A VIRTUAL DISCUSSION 
Thursday, March 16  
 
 
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.moore.org/news 
Recent News 
https://affirmativeactionfuture.splashthat.com/ 
 
Open Society Foundations  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/newsroom 
Newsroom       
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
http://www.packard.org/news/ 
News 
Emily Fan Named Packard Foundation’s General Counsel 
February 27, 2023 
 
 
Pew Charitable Trusts  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room 
News Room 
Institutional News 
March 1, 2023 
Pew Announces Staffing Changes to Increase Programmatic Impact 
 
Press Releases & Statements 
March 1, 2023 
Pew Launches 'Emerging Leaders' Program to Help Inform Philadelphia's Next Generation 
of Decision-Makers 
 
Press Releases & Statements 
February 28, 2023 
Pew, The Nature Conservancy Scale Partnership With Oyster Farmers to Restore Marine 
Ecosystems 
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Rockefeller Foundation  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/ 
Selected Reports/Press Releases  
Press Releases 
The Rockefeller Foundation Collaborates With Universities to Close America’s Broadband 
Equity Gap 
02.28.23  
   Penn State and CellWatch, a collaboration between Georgia Tech, UC Santa Barbara, and Northern 
Arizona University, to collect accurate data on broadband deficits and help communities qualify for 
federal funding 
 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom.html 
Latest News and Highlights 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Science Philanthropy Alliance   [to 04 Mar 2023] 
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/ 
“…a group of organizations working together to increase philanthropic support for basic scientific 
research on a global basis…” 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SDG Funders  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
http://sdgfunders.org/ 
SDG Philanthropy Platform is a collaboration between philanthropy and the greater international 
development community led by Foundation Center, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
and Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, and supported by the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, Ford 
Foundation and the MasterCard Foundation, the Brach Family Foundation, and other key organizations 
such as Asociación de Fundaciones Empresariales (AFE) in Colombia, Brach Family Charitable 
Foundation, CAF America, Council on Foundations, East Africa Association of Grantmakers (EAAG), 
European Foundation Centre, Filantropi Indonesia (FI), GlobalGiving, The Humanitarian Forum, World 
Congress of Muslim Philanthropists, and Worldwide Initiatives for Grantmaker Support (WINGS). 
Selected Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://sloan.org/about/press 
Press Releases  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
News. Opinion, Reports 
News 
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Wellcome’s response to the Independent Review of Research Bureaucracy  
This is our response to the review, led by Professor Adam Tickell, which set out findings and 
recommendations to reduce bureaucracy in research. 
27 February 2023 
   The Independent Review of Research Bureaucracy, led by Professor Adam Tickell, is a timely and 
welcome report on the current status of bureaucracy in the UK research funding system. 
Overall, Wellcome is supportive of the seven principles the report recommends should underly the 
future direction of research bureaucracy. However, for funders specifically, reduction in bureaucracy 
must be balanced against their right and duty to ensure the substantial funds they award are disbursed 
and protected appropriately. Our aim is to balance sometimes competing needs to ensure unnecessary 
bureaucracy does not hamper researchers and organisations from making progress towards achieving 
our combined strategic objectives. 
   The report has many important recommendations for government funders in particular, and we look 
forward to the Government’s response to the report. There are also relevant messages for the sector 
as a whole and in our response below we focus on the specific recommendations most relevant to 
Wellcome… 
 
:::::: 
 
Candid [formerly Foundation Center and GuideStar]  [to 04 Mar 2023 
https://candid.org/about/press-room?fcref=pg 
February 27, 2023  
Rebuilding Trust in Society 
Source: Stanford Social Innovation Review  
 
 
Council on Foundations  [to 04 Mar 2023] 
https://www.cof.org/newsroom 
Newsroom/Blog Posts/Events 
No new digest content identified. 
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::   Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in human 
rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be exhaustive. We will 
add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon recommendation from 
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AJOB Empirical Bioethics 
Volume 14, 2023  Issue 1 
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/uabr21/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
AMA Journal of Ethics 
Volume 25, Number 3: E167-237   March 2023 
https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/issue/clinicians-government 
Clinicians in Government  
Clinicians serving in federal or state government in the United States are accountable to patients, the 
public, and their professions in ways that transcend clinicians’ typical duties to individual patients and 
colleagues and even transcend their fiduciary duties to society. One reason for this is that, when 
clinicians draw upon their professional skill sets to help administer agencies, make laws, or enforce 
regulations, the social and cultural power they wield as professionals is reified with political power and 
authority of the state. Clinician governors’ legal and ethical responsibilities extend to preparing, 
building, and maintaining health sector capacity to deliver quality services equitably in the best of times 
and during crises. Our lives often depend on how fully clinician governors’ offices are respected and 
how competently and efficiently their roles are executed.  
 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
March 2023  Volume 51  Issue 3  p241-360 
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
Major Articles 
SARS-CoV-2 antigen rapid tests and universal screening for COVID-19 Omicron variant 
among hospitalized children 
Kai-Qian Kam, Matthias Maiwald, Chia Yin Chong,... 
Published online: November 08, 2022 
p255-260 
 
Commentaries 
COVID-19 pandemic relief funding—a lifeline for equity 
Jaeah Kim, Jaejeong Kim, Simar S. Bajaj, Fatima Cody Stanford 
Published online: October 13, 2022 
p354-355 
Highlights 
- Funding for federal COVID-19 relief programs has run out since March 2022, resulting in the 

suspension of the Provider Relief Fund and the Uninsured Program. 
- These funding cuts have resulted in a backslide in pandemic protection, with disproportionate 

effects on the most vulnerable Americans. 
- Suspension of COVID-19 relief programs particularly risks derailing long-standing efforts to build 

trust and healthcare access among marginalized communities. 
 
 
American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
March 2023  Volume 64  Issue 3  p305-458 
https://www.ajpmonline.org/current 
Current Issues 
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Impacts of the COVID-19 Pandemic on Nationwide Chronic Disease Prevention and Health 
Promotion Activities 
Lilanthi Balasuriya, Peter A. Briss, Evelyn Twentyman, ... 
Published online: October 16, 2022 
p452-458 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
March 2023  113(3) 
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
EDITORIALS 
Multilevel Interventions to Improve Adolescent Mental Health in Low- and Middle-Income 
Countries 
Sara E. Baumann and Bhimsen Devkota 
 
NOTES FROM THE FIELD 
A Community-Engaged Social Marketing Campaign to Promote Equitable Access to COVID-
19 Services Among Latino Immigrants 
COVID-19, Public Health Practice, Immigration, Community Health, Media, Notes From the Field 
Harita S. Shah, Alejandra Flores Miller, Cui Yang, Suzanne M. Grieb, Mitchell Lipke, Benjamin F. 
Bigelow, Katherine H. Phillips, Pedro Palomino and Kathleen R. Page 
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Thierry Lefrançois, et al. 
Introduction 
   The world is coping with the health, societal, and economic consequences of more than 2 years of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Emerging diseases caused by new pathogens, or re-emerging infectious 
diseases, appear regularly and their frequency is increasing.1,  2 Several research papers3,  4,  5 have 
shown that the cost of preventing an infectious disease is much lower than the cost of managing one, 
especially at a global level. A change in health-care framework is needed to improve pandemic 
prevention, which will require a global understanding of disease emergence and an integrated One 
Health approach. The environmental, social, economic, ethical, and political factors that characterise a 
social ecosystem and influence the emergence of zoonoses should be considered to control these 
emergences. 
   COVID-19 has exposed the disconnection between governmental promotion of the One Health 
approach in international arenas (eg, political conferences) and the reality outside of government 
spaces—with the absence of an efficient, comprehensive One Health surveillance system that could 
have been in place from the start of the pandemic. As members of France's COVID-19 Scientific Council 
appointed in March, 2020, to support governmental efforts in managing the COVID-19 pandemic, we 
had to contend with this negative reality. Based on our experience, we propose an ambitious roadmap 
to prevent and mitigate future pandemic crises, including real-life implementation of intersectoral 
activities and processes. Our strategy will require a new, worldwide, One Health vision that includes 
ambitious national and international initiatives, and One Health education and training… 
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Volume 138 Issue 1, January/February 2023 
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/phrg/138/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Qualitative Health Research  
Volume 33 Issue 3, February 2023 
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/qhra/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Refugee Survey Quarterly 
Volume 41, Issue 4, December 2022 
http://rsq.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Research Ethics 
Volume 19 Issue 1, January 2023 
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/reab/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Reproductive Health 
http://www.reproductive-health-journal.com/content 
[Accessed 04 Mar 2023]  
Selected Articles 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Revista Panamericana de Salud Pública/Pan American Journal of Public Health 
(RPSP/PAJPH)  
https://www.paho.org/journal/en 
Selected Articles 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Risk Analysis     
Volume 43, Issue 1  Pages: 1-201  January 2023 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/15396924/current 
Special Issue: Global Systemic Risk and Resilience for Novel Coronavirus with Evolving 
Perspectives 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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[Accessed 04 Mar 2023] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Science 
Volume 379| Issue 6635| 3 Mar 2023 
https://www.science.org/toc/science/current 
Policy Forum 
The growing influence of industry in AI research 
BY Nur Ahmed, Muntasir Wahed, Neil C. Thompson 
02 Mar 2023: 884-886 
Abstract 
For decades, artificial intelligence (AI) research has coexisted in academia and industry, but the 
balance is tilting toward industry as deep learning, a data-and-compute-driven subfield of AI, has 
become the leading technology in the field. Industry’s AI successes are easy to see on the news, but 
those headlines are the heralds of a much larger, more systematic shift as industry increasingly 
dominates the three key ingredients of modern AI research: computing power, large datasets, and 
highly skilled researchers. This domination of inputs is translating into AI research outcomes: Industry 
is becoming more influential in academic publications, cutting-edge models, and key benchmarks. And 
although these industry investments will benefit consumers, the accompanying research dominance 
should be a worry for policy-makers around the world because it means that public interest alternatives 
for important AI tools may become increasingly scarce. 
 
 
Science and Engineering Ethics  
Volume 29, issue 1, February 2023 
https://link.springer.com/journal/11948/volumes-and-issues/29-1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Science Translational Medicine  
Volume 15| Issue 685| 1 Mar 2023 
https://www.science.org/toc/stm/current 
Viewpoint 
Vaccines for a sustainable planet 
BY Simone Pecetta…David Salisbury…Rino Rappuoli 
01 Mar 2023 
Free 
Abstract 
The health of the planet is one objective of the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals. 
Vaccines can affect not only human health but also planet health by reducing poverty, preserving 
microbial diversity, reducing antimicrobial resistance, and preventing an increase in pandemics that is 
fueled partly by climate change. 
 
 
Social Science & Medicine 
Volume 318  February 2023 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/social-science-and-medicine/vol/318/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Stability: International Journal of Security & Development  
http://www.stabilityjournal.org/articles 
[Accessed04 Mar 2023]  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Stanford Social Innovation Review 
Fall 2022   Volume 20, Number 4  
https://ssir.org/issue/fall_2022# 
   Read about how we must manage a just and orderly transition away from fossil fuels, how social 
impact networks can prepare for and survive existential crises, how a collaborative of foundations and 
nonprofits helped to salvage the 2020 US Census, how Kobalt Music Group is using technology to pay 
musicians fairly and to challenge the major record labels’ oligopoly, and other topics in the Fall 2022 
issue of Stanford Social Innovation Review. 
 
 
Systematic Reviews  
https://systematicreviewsjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles 
[Accessed 04 Mar 2023]  
Exploring the intersection of hermeneutics and implementation: a scoping review  
Authors: Martha L. P. MacLeod, Graham McCaffrey, Erin Wilson, Lela V. Zimmer, David Snadden, Peter 
Zimmer, Steinunn Jónatansdóttir, Trina M. Fyfe, Erica Koopmans, Cathy Ulrich and Ian D. Graham  
Citation: Systematic Reviews 2023 12:30  
Content type: Research Published on: 2 March 2023  
   An enduring challenge remains about how to effectively implement programs, services, or practices. 
Too often, implementation does not achieve its intended effectiveness, fidelity, and sustainability, even 
when frameworks or theories determine implementation strategies and actions. A different approach is 
needed. This scoping review joined two markedly different bodies of literature: implementation and 
hermeneutics. Implementation is usually depicted as focused, direct, and somewhat linear, while 
hermeneutics attends to the messiness of everyday experience and human interaction. Both, however, 
are concerned with practical solutions to real-life problems. The purpose of the scoping review was to 
summarize existing knowledge on how a hermeneutic approach has informed the process of 
implementing health programs, services, or practices. 
 
 
Theoretical Medicine and Bioethics 
Volume 44, issue 1, February 2023 
https://link.springer.com/journal/11017/volumes-and-issues/44-1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Torture Journal 
2021  Volume 31 - No.2 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Travel Medicine and Infectious Diseases 
Volume 51  January–February 2023 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/travel-medicine-and-infectious-disease/vol/51/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Tropical Medicine & International Health   
Volume 28, Issue 3  Pages: i-iv, 157-246  March 2023 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13653156/current 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
UN Chronicle 
https://unchronicle.un.org/ 
international peace and security | justice and strong institutions  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Vulnerable Children and Youth Studies  
An International Interdisciplinary Journal for Research, Policy and Care  
Volume 18, Issue 2, 2023 
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rvch20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
World Development 
Volume 162  February 2023 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/world-development/vol/162/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
World Heritage Review  
World Heritage n°103 - November 2022  
https://whc.unesco.org/en/review/103/ 
50th anniversary to the World Heritage Convention 
   …In this issue we look at a few key sites that have marked turning points for the Convention, such as 
the introduction of cultural landscapes with Tongariro in New Zealand, the inspiring collaboration 
among communities that helped save the Belize’s Barrier Reef Reserve System, and the story of the 
historic conviction for intentional destruction of heritage in Timbuktu, Mali. We are also privileged to 
have a message from Mr Er nesto Ottone R., UNESCO’s Assistant DirectorGeneral for Culture… 
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::::::: 
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medRxiv    
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/about-medrxiv 
[Accessed 06 Jan 2023] 
[Filter: All articles] 
Selected Research   
Genetic risk factor clustering within and across neurodegenerative diseases  
Mathew J Koretsky, Chelsea Alvarado, Mary B Makarious, Dan Vitale, Kristin Levine, Sara Bandres Ciga, 
Anant Dadu, Sonja W Scholz, Lana Sargent, Faraz Faghri, Hirotaka Iwaki, Cornelis Blauwendraat, 
Andrew Singleton, Mike Nalls, Hampton Leonard 
medRxiv 2022.12.01.22282945; doi: https://doi.org/10.1101/2022.12.01.22282945 Revision 
 
Mpox (monkeypox) knowledge, concern, willingness to change behaviour, and seek 
vaccination: Results of a national cross-sectional survey  
James MacGibbon, Vincent Cornelisse, Anthony K J Smith, Timothy R Broady, Mohamed A Hammoud, 
Benjamin R Bavinton, Heath Paynter, Matthew Vaughan, Edwina J Wright, Martin Holt 
medRxiv 2022.12.01.22282999; doi: https://doi.org/10.1101/2022.12.01.22282999 Revision 
 
An assessment of rates and covariates of mpox diagnosis and vaccination provides 
evidence to refine eligibility criteria for mpox vaccination among gay, bisexual and other 
men who have sex with men in the Netherlands  
Philippe C.G. Adam, Eline L.M. Op de Coul, Paul Zantkuijl, Hanna Bos, Maria Xiridou, Cor Blom, Itsada 
Ketsuwan, Margreet J.M. te Wierik, Silke David, John B.F. de Wit 
medRxiv 2023.02.28.23286578; doi: https://doi.org/10.1101/2023.02.28.23286578 Revision 
 
Does ChatGPT Provide Appropriate and Equitable Medical Advice?: A Vignette-Based, 
Clinical Evaluation Across Care Contexts  
Anthony J. Nastasi, Katherine R. Courtright, Scott D. Halpern, Gary E. Weissman 
medRxiv 2023.02.25.23286451; doi: https://doi.org/10.1101/2023.02.25.23286451  
 
COVID-19 amplified racial disparities in the U.S. criminal legal system  
Brennan Klein, C. Brandon Ogbunugafor, Benjamin J. Schafer, Zarana Bhadricha, Preeti Kori, Jim 
Sheldon, Nitish Kaza, Arush Sharma, Emily A. Wang, Tina Eliassi-Rad, Samuel V. Scarpino, Elizabeth 
Hinton 
medRxiv 2021.12.14.21267199; doi: https://doi.org/10.1101/2021.12.14.21267199 Revision 
 
Task shifting healthcare services in the post-COVID world: A scoping review  
Shukanto Das, Liz Grant 
medRxiv 2023.02.26.23286301; doi: https://doi.org/10.1101/2023.02.26.23286301  
 
Comparing human and artificial intelligence in writing for health journals: an exploratory 
study  
Zaeem ul Haq, Huzaifa Naeem, Ayesha Naeem, Faisal Iqbal, Durayya Zaeem 
medRxiv 2023.02.22.23286322; doi: https://doi.org/10.1101/2023.02.22.23286322  
ABSTRACT 
Aim and objectives  
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The aim was to contribute to the editorial principles on the possible use of Artificial Intelligence (AI)- 
based tools for scientific writing. 
The objectives included 

D. Enlist the inclusion and exclusion criteria to test ChatGPT use in scientific writing 
E. Develop evaluation criteria to assess the quality of articles written by human authors and 

ChatGPT 
F. Compare prospectively written manuscripts by human authors and ChatGPT 

Design  
Prospective exploratory study 
Intervention  
Human authors and ChatGPT were asked to write short journal articles on three topics: 1) Promotion of 
early childhood development in Pakistan 2) Interventions to improve gender-responsive health services 
in low-and-middle-income countries, and 3) The pitfalls in risk communication for COVID-19. We 
content analyzed the articles using an evaluation matrix. 
Outcome measures  
The completeness, credibility, and scientific content of an article. Completeness meant that structure 
(IMRaD) and organization was maintained. Credibility required that others work is duly cited, with an 
accurate bibliography. Scientific content required specificity, data accuracy, cohesion, inclusivity, 
confidentiality, limitations, readability, and time efficiency. 
Results  
The articles by human authors scored better than ChatGPT in completeness and credibility. Similarly, 
human-written articles scored better for most of the items in scientific content except for time 
efficiency where ChatGPT scored better. The methods section was absent in ChatGPT articles, and a 
majority of references in its bibliography were unverifiable. 
Conclusions  
ChatGPT generates content that is believable but may not be true. The creators of this powerful model 
must step up and provide solutions to manage its glitches and potential misuse. In parallel, the 
academic departments, editors, and publishers must expect a growing utilization of ChatGPT and 
similar tools. Disallowing ChatGPT as a co-author may not be enough on their part. They must adapt 
the editorial policies, use measures to detect AI-based writing, and stop its likely implications for 
human health and life. 
STRENGTHS AND LIMITATIONS 
- First study that examines the scientific writing of ChatGPT by comparing it with human-written 

articles. 
- Explains how ChatGPT generates believable content that may not be true. 
- Indicates that the creators of ChatGPT must step up to address its misuse and potential hazards. 
- An initial exploration, based on limited data—larger studies are needed for generalizable 

conclusions. 
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Wellcome Open Research     
https://wellcomeopenresearch.org/browse/articles 
[Accessed 06 Jan 2023] 
Selected Research 
Open Letter  Open Access 
Multimorbidity research in Sub-Saharan Africa: Proceedings of an interdisciplinary 
workshop [version 1; peer review: awaiting peer review] 
Gift T. Banda, et al. on behalf of the workshop contributors (listed in the acknowledgements) 
Abstract 
As life expectancies rise globally, the number of people living with multiple chronic health conditions – 
commonly referred to as ‘multimorbidity’ – is rising. Multimorbidity has been recognised as especially 
challenging to respond to in countries whose health systems are under-funded, fragmented, and 
designed primarily for acute care, including in sub-Saharan Africa. A growing body of research in sub-
Saharan Africa has sought to better understand the particular challenges multimorbidity poses in the 
region and to develop context-sensitive responses. However, with multimorbidity still crystallising as a 
subject of enquiry, there remains considerable heterogeneity in conceptualising multimorbidity across 
disciplines and fields, hindering coordinated action. In June 2022, 60 researchers, practitioners, and 
stakeholders with regional expertise from nine sub-Saharan African countries gathered in Blantyre, 
Malawi to discuss ongoing multimorbidity research across the region. Drawing on insights from 
disciplines including epidemiology, public health, clinical medicine, anthropology, history, and sociology, 
participants critically considered the meaning, singular potential, and limitations of the concept of 
multimorbidity in sub-Saharan Africa. The workshop emphasised  the need to move beyond a disease-
centred concept of multimorbidity to one foregrounding patients’ values, needs, and social context; the 
importance of foregrounding structures and systems rather than behaviour and lifestyles; the value of 
a flexible (rather than standard) definition of multimorbidity; and the need to leverage local knowledge, 
expertise, resources, and infrastructure. The workshop further served as a platform for exploring 
opportunities for training, writing, and ongoing collaboration. 
 
Research Article  Open Access 
REVISED  Perceptions about controlled human infection model (CHIM) studies among 
members of ethics committees of Indian medical institutions: A qualitative exploration 
[version 2; peer review: 1 approved, 1 not approved] 
Abhishek Sharma, et al. 
Abstract 
Introduction: Controlled Human Infection Model (CHIM) studies provide a unique platform for studying 
the pathophysiology of infectious diseases and accelerated testing of vaccines and drugs in controlled 
settings. However, ethical issues shroud them as the disease-causing pathogen is intentionally 
inoculated into healthy consenting volunteers, and effective treatment may or may not be available. 
We explored the perceptions of the members of institutional ethics committees (IECs) in India about 
CHIM studies. 
Methods: This qualitative exploratory study, conducted across seven sites in India, included 11 focused 
group discussions (FGD) and 31 in-depth interviews (IDI). A flexible approach was used with the aid of 
a topic guide. The data were thematically analyzed using grounded theory and an inductive approach. 
Emerging themes and sub-themes were analyzed, and major emergent themes were elucidated. 
Results: Seventy-two IEC members participated in the study including 21 basic medical scientists, 29 
clinicians, 9 lay people, 6 legal experts and 7 social scientists. Three major themes emerged from this 
analysis—apprehensions about conduct of CHIM studies in India, a perceived need for CHIM studies in 
India and risk mitigation measures needed to protect research participants and minimize the associated 
risks. 
Conclusion: Development of a specific regulatory and ethical framework, training of research staff and 
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ethics committee members, and ensuring specialized research infrastructure along with adequate 
community sensitization were considered essential before initiation of CHIM studies in India. 
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