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Development, Heritage Stewardship, Sustainable Resilience. Achieving a balance across these broad 
themes is a challenge and we appreciate your observations and ideas in this regard. This is not 
intended to be a "news and events" digest. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Governance – G7 
 
G7 Foreign and Development Ministers’ Meeting, May 2021: communiqué 
Published 5 May 2021 
[Editor’s Excerpts; Full text of communique here] 
 
1. We, the Foreign and Development Ministers of the Group of Seven (G7), and the High 
Representative of the European Union, are meeting today at a critical juncture for our people, our 
planet, our security and our future prosperity. Democracy is under pressure globally; the 
pandemic continues to pose acute global challenges; new technological threats are 
mounting; and the catastrophic effects of climate change are increasing. We commit to 
strengthening open societies, shared values, and the rules-based international order. We 
affirm that free and fair trade, and the free and secure flow of capital, data, knowledge, ideas and 
talent is essential to our long-term prosperity. We affirm that liberal democracy and free and fair 
markets remain the best models for inclusive, sustainable social and economic advancement. We 
commit to tackling threats jointly and committing our resources to achieve shared security. We will 
promote respect for, and protect, human rights for all individuals, regardless of where they live and 
whatever their identity, faith, gender, disability or race. We commit to working with the international 
community to further advance gender equality; and reaffirm the importance of focusing on educating 
girls, empowering women, and ending violence against women and girls… 
 
2. We affirm the need to take collective action on the most pressing foreign and security 
challenges. The COVID-19 pandemic has underscored that global challenges require global 
collaboration. We reaffirm that investments in health systems will strengthen economic 
growth and our ability to respond to future pandemic threats. We reaffirm our commitment to 
working with developing partner countries, especially in Africa, to achieve a green, inclusive and 
sustainable recovery from COVID-19, aligned with the 2030 Agenda and the Paris Agreement, including 
urgent equitable access to vaccines, therapeutics and diagnostics. We commit to supporting developing 
partner countries to tackle and prevent the interlinked threats of conflict, climate change, poverty, food 
insecurity, and the health, humanitarian, human rights and economic effects of COVID-19; and building 
back better so that we are more prepared for future pandemics. We are deeply concerned that the 
pandemic has further set back progress towards the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). We 
commit to making increased efforts towards achieving the SDGs by 2030, and commit to ensuring that 
no-one is left behind… 
 
III. Open societies 

48. We believe that all people can benefit from a more open world, where democracy, respect for 
human rights, effective and accountable governance, and the rule of law can thrive; and where the 
benefits of prosperity are shared by all, through free and fair trade and global growth. We commit to 
work collectively to strengthen the foundations of open societies, promote human rights 
and inclusive connectivity. We commit to protect in a coordinated way against threats, 
including from disinformation and information operations, surveillance, malicious cyber 
activities, censorship, corruption, illicit finance and the closure of civic space. We also 

https://www.g7uk.org/g7-foreign-and-development-ministers-meeting-may-2021-communique/
https://www.g7uk.org/g7-foreign-and-development-ministers-meeting-may-2021-communique/


   

  

commit to reinforcing inclusive democratic institutions that protect the rights and freedoms of all 
persons: including safe and vibrant civic spaces, promoting digital inclusion, and supporting 
independent media. We support the important work undertaken by our Interior Minister colleagues on 
anti-corruption, addressing online harms and on working with the technology industry on public safety 
in system designs in protecting open societies online. We welcome and support the initiative of 
the United States to convene a Summit for Democracy. We commit to the following measures 
on media freedom, Internet shutdowns, cyber governance, freedom of religion or belief, the Rapid 
Response Mechanism, arbitrary detention. We look forward to Leader-level discussions on Open 
Societies with Australia, India, the Republic of Korea and South Africa at the G7 Summit in June. 

Media freedom 
49. We commit to championing media freedom as a vital part of upholding democracy and human 
rights around the world. We condemn intimidation, harassment and violence against 
journalists, noting that women, and those in marginalised and vulnerable situations, are 
disproportionately targets, both online and offline. We recognise the importance of diverse 
voices in shaping public debate, promoting transparency and ensuring accountability… 
 
Internet shutdowns 
52. We are concerned about actions by states to intentionally disrupt their own 
populations’ access to, or dissemination of, information, knowledge, and data online. 
Internet shutdowns and network restrictions undermine civic space, online and offline and 
unjustifiably limit access to information and the rights of peaceful assembly, association 
and freedom of expression online. We reaffirm our commitment to a multi-stakeholder approach to 
Internet governance and urge all countries, in accordance with their international legal obligations and 
commitments, to refrain from intentional disruptions that render Internet and mobile network services 
inaccessible or unusable, thereby undermining the exercise of individual rights and freedoms. We will 
improve our co-ordination, together with likeminded countries, civil society and the private sector, to 
address and respond to Internet shutdowns as they occur. We welcome the Freedom Online Coalition’s 
Joint Statement and Accompanying Good Practices for Government on State-Sponsored Network 
Disruptions… 
 
Enabling equitable global access to COVID-19 vaccines, therapeutics and diagnostics 
(VTDs) 
62. We affirm our belief that commitment to an open, transparent and multilateral approach is 
essential in responding to the global health impacts of COVID-19. A global health emergency on 
this scale requires co-ordinated action and global solidarity. We reaffirm our support for all 
existing pillars of Access to COVID-19 Tools Accelerator (ACT-A), including its COVAX 
facility. We recognise that equipping the ACT-Accelerator with adequate funding is central. We 
support the strengthening of health systems, and affordable and equitable global access to vaccines, 
therapeutics and diagnostics, and we will further increase our efforts to support affordable and 
equitable access for people in need, taking approaches consistent with members’ commitments to 
incentivise innovation... In this context, we look forward to the COVAX Advance Market Commitment 
(AMC) Summit to be co-hosted by Gavi and Japan following the COVAX AMC One World Protected 
Event co-hosted by Gavi and US. 
 
63. We commit to the G7 Foreign and Development Ministers’ Equitable Access and Collaboration 
Statement to help accelerate the end of the acute phase of the COVID-19 pandemic. We 
commit to supporting COVAX financially, including by encouraging pledges to the Facility, including at 
the COVAX AMC Summit in June, disbursing as soon as possible, providing in-kind contributions, and 
coordinating with and using COVAX, which is the key mechanism for global sharing of vaccines 



   

  

to supplement its own direct procurement, to enable the rapid equitable deployment of 
vaccines… 
 
Ending violence against women and girls 
74. We note with concern that COVID-19 has increased all forms of gender-based violence (GBV) and 
that women and girls facing multiple forms of discrimination are often at greatest risk. Stronger political 
will, greater resources and accountability are urgently required to address this issue… 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Food Insecurity 
 
Global Report on Food Crises - 2021  
FSIN and Global Network Against Food Crises. 2021. 
May 2021 :: 307 pages 
PDF: https://docs.wfp.org/api/documents/WFP-
0000127343/download/?_ga=2.205668826.836371581.1620577656-396074198.1610903970 
Overview 
The 2021 Global Report on Food Crises (GRFC 2021) highlights the remarkably high severity and 
numbers of people in Crisis or worse (IPC/CH Phase 3 or above) or equivalent in 55 
countries/territories, driven by persistent conflict, pre-existing and COVID-19-related economic shocks, 
and weather extremes. The number identified in the 2021 edition is the highest in the report’s five-year 
existence. The report is produced by the Global Network against Food Crises (which includes WFP), an 
international alliance working to address the root causes of extreme hunger 
 
Press Release 
Acute food insecurity soars to five-year high warns Global Report on Food Crises  
5 May 2021  
ROME – The number of people facing acute food insecurity and needing urgent life and livelihood-
saving assistance has hit a five-year high in 2020 in countries beset by food crises, an annual report 
launched today by the Global Network Against Food Crises (GNAFC) - an international alliance of the 
UN, the EU, governmental and non-governmental agencies working to tackle food crises together - has 
found. Conflict, economic shocks – including due to COVID-19, extreme weather – pushed at least 155 
million people into acute food insecurity in 2020.  
 
The stark warning from the 2021 Global Report on Food Crises reveals that conflict, or 
economic shocks that are often related to COVID-19 along with extreme weather, are 
continuing to push millions of people into acute food insecurity. 
 
Report’s key findings:  
The report  reveals that at least 155 million people experienced acute food insecurity at 
Crisis or worse levels (IPC/CH Phase 3 or worse) - or equivalent - across 
55 countries/territories in 2020 - an increase of around 20 million people from the previous year, 
and raises a stark warning about a worrisome trend: acute food insecurity has kept up its relentless 
rise since 2017 - the first edition of the report. 
 
Of these, around 133 000 people were in the most severe phase of acute food insecurity in 2020 – 
Catastrophe (IPC/CH Phase 5) – in Burkina Faso, South Sudan and Yemen where urgent action was 
needed to avert widespread death and a collapse of livelihoods. 
 

https://www.wfp.org/publications/global-report-food-crises-2021
https://docs.wfp.org/api/documents/WFP-0000127343/download/?_ga=2.205668826.836371581.1620577656-396074198.1610903970
https://docs.wfp.org/api/documents/WFP-0000127343/download/?_ga=2.205668826.836371581.1620577656-396074198.1610903970
https://www.wfp.org/news/acute-food-insecurity-soars-five-year-high-warns-global-report-food-crises
https://www.wfp.org/publications/global-report-food-crises-2021


   

  

At least another 28 million people faced Emergency (IPC/CH Phase 4) level of acute food insecurity in 
2020 – meaning they were one step away from starvation - across 38 countries/territories where 
urgent action saved lives and livelihoods, and prevented famine spreading. 
 
Thirty-nine (39) countries/territories have experienced food crises during the five years that the GNAFC 
has been publishing its annual report; in these countries/territories, the population affected by high 
levels of acute food insecurity (IPC/CH Phase 3 or worse) increased from 94 to 147 million people 
between 2016 and 2020. 
 
Additionally, in the 55 food-crisis countries/territories covered by the report, over 75 million children 
under five were stunted (too short) and over 15 million wasted (too thin) in 2020. 
Countries in Africa remained disproportionally affected by acute food insecurity. Close to 98 million 
people facing acute food insecurity in 2020 - or two out of three - were on the African continent. But 
other parts of the world have also not been spared, with countries including Yemen, Afghanistan, Syria 
and Haiti among the ten worst food crises last year.   
 
The key drivers behind rising acute food insecurity in 2020 were: 
:: conflict (main driver pushing almost 100 million people into acute food insecurity in 20 
countries/territories, up from 77 million in 2019); 
:: economic shocks - often due to COVID-19 - replaced weather events as the second driver of acute 
food insecurity both in terms of numbers of people and countries affected (over 40 million people in 17 
countries/territories, up from 24 million and 8 countries in 2019); and, 
:: weather extremes (around 16 million people in 15 countries/territories, down from 34 million in 25 
countries/territories). 
 
While conflict will remain the major driver of food crises in 2021, COVID-19 and related containment 
measures and weather extremes will continue to exacerbate acute food insecurity in fragile 
economies… 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Human Rights – Latin America/Caribbean 
 
Bachelet alarmed by attempts to undermine national human rights institutions in Latin 
America and the Caribbean 
GENEVA (6 May 2021) - UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Michelle Bachelet on Thursday 
sounded the alarm over the rising number of threats, attacks and attempts to undermine and 
delegitimise independent national human rights institutions (NHRIs) in Latin America and the Caribbean 
by Governments and others in positions of power.  
 
Over the last two years, the UN Human Rights Office has received increasing complaints from NHRIs 
(Defensorías del Pueblo, Procuradurías para la Defensa de los Derechos Humanos, Ombudsperson 
Offices) in the region, who have been harassed and threatened by Governments, parliamentarians, 
officials, vigilante groups and others simply for doing their work and fulfilling their mandate. 
 
Reported incidents include threats or harassment against the institutions or their staff in 
Bolivia, Chile and El Salvador; attacks against the premises and staff of the NHRI in Haiti; 
attempts to remove the head of the organization in Guatemala and Mexico at the state 
level. Also of concern are public statements discrediting the institutions’ work in Ecuador 
and Uruguay; budget cuts and the lifting of the immunity of the NHRI head in Peru. 

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=27063&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=27063&LangID=E


   

  

 
The High Commissioner also voiced concern at the failure for a decade to appoint an Ombudsperson in 
Argentina.    
 
“The fact that we have received complaints from institutions in almost a dozen countries in the region 
is striking testimony to the expanding trend and magnitude of the problem,” Bachelet said.  
 
“The work of independent national human rights institutions is crucial for any society. 
However, they can only fulfil their mandate of protecting and promoting human rights if 
they are able to operate without undue interference by governments and others, and are 
able to keep their independence. Otherwise, they will lose their credibility and legitimacy in the 
eyes of the people they are meant to serve,” she said. 
 
“Let me be very clear: these institutions, who work closely with my Office and the UN human rights 
mechanisms, must not face any form of abuse or interference, especially political pressure. I urge 
governments across the region to abide by their responsibilities and respect and protect the 
independence of the national human rights institutions,” the UN Human Rights Chief said. 
 
These responsibilities are enshrined in the Paris Principles, a set of minimum international 
standards for effective and credible NHRIs adopted by the UN General Assembly in 1993. 
The Paris Principles state that NHRIs should uphold international human rights standards 
in an impartial and independent manner. 
 
The High Commissioner acknowledged that NHRIs could pose challenges for governments because, 
according to their mandates, they have the duty to highlight gaps in the protection of human rights. 
However, she stressed that Governments can benefit from their independent assessments to help 
resolve human rights problems -a role that any democratic society should welcome. 
 
Bachelet called on the respective authorities to establish prompt, thorough, independent and effective 
investigations into each and every alleged attack, act of reprisal, threat or intimidation against these 
key institutions. 
 
She also stressed that in the current context of the pandemic, NHRIs play an even more essential role, 
as they have the additional duty of ensuring a human rights-based approach to the COVID-19 
response. 

See the High Commissioner’s video 

:::::: 
:::::: 
 
AI – “Cultural Interpretation” 
 
Creating AI-Enabled Cultural Interpreters to Aid Defense Operations 
5/3/2021 
The Department of Defense (DoD) is one of many government agencies that operates globally and is in 
constant contact with diverse cultures. Communicative understanding, not simply of local languages 
but also of social customs and cultural backgrounds, lies at the heart of Civil Affairs and Military 
Information Support Operations activities. These collectively comprise a vast majority of U.S. 
counterinsurgency and stabilization efforts. Within these activities, cross-cultural miscommunication can 

https://vimeo.com/545555150
https://www.darpa.mil/news-events/2021-05-03a.html


   

  

derail negotiations, incite hostile discourse – even lead to war. The likelihood of communicative failure 
increases dramatically where significant social, cultural, or ideological differences exist. 
 
Automated systems would be a welcome force-multiplier for DoD interpreters. However, unlike the 
human cultural interpreters who enable U.S. forces today, current AI-enabled systems are 
incapable of accurately analyzing cross-cultural communication or providing useful 
assistance beyond basic machine translation. While there have been significant advances made 
in machine learning and multimedia analysis, a number of critical deficiencies in these systems still 
remain. 
 
“To support users engaged in cross-cultural dialogue, AI-enabled systems need to go 
beyond providing language translation – they need to leverage deep social and cultural 
understanding to assist communication,” said Dr. William Corvey, a program manager in DARPA’s 
Information Innovation Office (I2O). “Moving AI from a tool to a partner in this capacity will 
require significant advances in our machines’ ability to discover and interpret sociocultural 
factors, recognize emotions, detect shifts in communication styles, and provide dialogue 
assistance when miscommunications seem imminent – all in real-time.” 
 
To assist negotiations and aid critical interactions, DARPA developed the Computational Cultural 
Understanding (CCU) program. The goal of CCU is to create a cross-cultural language understanding 
service to improve a DoD operator’s situational awareness and ability to effectively interact with diverse 
international audiences. The program seeks to develop natural language processing (NLP) technologies 
that recognize, adapt to, and recommend how to operate within the emotional, social, and cultural 
norms that differ across societies, languages, and communities. 
 
CCU is divided into two primary research areas. The first is focused on research and development 
efforts to address a specific set of challenges limiting the application of current human language and 
communication technologies. These challenges include: 1) the discovery of sociocultural 
norms, 2) emotion recognition as a function of sociocultural norms, and 3) detection of 
impactful changes in sociocultural norms and emotions.  
 
Humans acquire inferred knowledge of diverse and varied sociocultural norms through a lifetime of 
learning and interaction. CCU aims to emulate this learning capability, creating technologies that are 
capable of automatic discovery of the sociocultural norms that influence discourse, including the social, 
cultural, and contextual factors that impact effective communication and rapport building. 
 
CCU also aims to create a capability that can recognize speaker emotions across different 
languages and cultures. Human interpreters continuously monitor emotional feedback from 
conversational participants (e.g. facial expression, tone of voice, diction), using this information to 
gauge how the interaction is progressing and alter the exchange as needed. In order to interpret 
speaker emotions as influenced by sociocultural context, CCU will focus on developing multimodal 
human language technologies capable of generalizing their recognition of emotion across different 
languages and cultures. 
 
Furthermore, CCU seeks to create capabilities to detect significant changes in 
communication that could indicate impending conflict or dispute. While promising change 
detection methods exist, current frameworks lack an understanding of which features are most crucial 
to detecting imminent communicative failure.  
 
To help promote truly effective cross-cultural interaction, CCU technologies must be able to not 
only detect potential misunderstandings but also generate alternative socioculturally-



   

  

appropriate responses. As such, the second research area in CCU will focus on the development of a 
dialogue assistance service. The target service will automate the detection of sociocultural context, 
including aspects related to identity and group affinity, and leverage the outputs of the first research 
area in order to follow ongoing conversations, detect misunderstandings in real-time, and provide 
dialogue assistance to human operators to prevent communications from going awry and/or provide 
remediation support.  
 
The CCU Broad Agency Announcement (BAA) is available on the System for Award Management (SAM) 
website at https://beta.sam.gov/opp/a6d0788057414e2c8fd6bdf45e3fd21d/view. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Livelihoods – Artisanal Miners  
 
2020 State of the Artisanal and Small Scale Mining Sector 
World Bank :: 2021 :: 170 pages 
PDF: https://delvedatabase.org/uploads/resources/Delve-2020-State-of-the-Sector-Report-0504.pdf 
   The 2020 State of the Artisanal and Small-Scale Mining Sector is a collaboration between the World 
Bank’s Extractives Global Programmatic Support Multi-Donor Trust Fund and Pact. The 2020 State of 
the Artisanal and Small-Scale Mining Sector report examines ASM’s contribution to the achievement of 
Sustainable Development Goal 8 (SDG8): “promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic 
growth, full and productive employment and decent work for all.” The 2020 Report builds on the 2019 
State of the ASM Sector Report to close the ‘global data gap’ facing the artisanal and small-scale 
mining sector.  
 
Key Findings 
Collectively, ASM makes up the world’s largest mining workforces, employing an estimated 
44.75 million people globally.  
   Employment generation is likely ASM’s most universally acknowledged and defining feature. Since the 
1980s, low educational and financial barriers to entry alongside easy recruitment from peers has made 
ASM a burgeoning economic activity in rural areas across the world. The ability of ASM to offer income 
in rural and impoverished settings, to propel global economic growth through mineral trade, and its 
high degree of informality, should motivate the international community to imagine the remarkable 
potential, if properly formalized, for more productive employment and decent work opportunities for 
tens of millions of people worldwide. 
 
60 percent of ASM countries do not have published data on female participation in the 
sector.  
   The 2020 Report shows how women remain largely invisible in the data on ASM. Yet, as powerfully 
outlined in the case studies, women make up significant portions of the ASM workforce and suffer from 
specific forms of workplace discrimination. Adverse side effects of mercury use, unequal pay for similar 
work, sexual harassment, and inability to own land or mining titles without permissions are but some of 
the ways in which women’s decent work outcomes are hampered. Advancing gender equality with 
respect to SDG8 and ASM is possible but measures are needed to close the gender data gap. 
 
The world’s large-scale mining industry was once as unsafe as artisanal and small-scale 
mining. 
   Using a fatality frequency rate model, the report found that the ASM sector had similar fatality rates 
in 1999 as USA’s and South Africa’s large-scale mining industries did in the 1970s and 1980s, 
respectively. Increased mechanization and concerted efforts to improve occupational health and safety 

https://beta.sam.gov/opp/a6d0788057414e2c8fd6bdf45e3fd21d/view
https://delvedatabase.org/resources/2020-state-of-the-artisanal-and-small-scale-mining-sector
https://delvedatabase.org/uploads/resources/Delve-2020-State-of-the-Sector-Report-0504.pdf
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal8
https://delvedatabase.org/resources/state-of-the-artisanal-and-small-scale-mining-sector
https://delvedatabase.org/resources/state-of-the-artisanal-and-small-scale-mining-sector


   

  

(OHS) by governments and industrial mining companies has since led to dramatic safety improvements 
leading the industry to become one of the world’s most safety conscious, with a fatality frequency rate 
today of near zero (0.04). If the same efforts to improve the decent work agenda for industrial mining 
over the past 40 years were applied to ASM, the OHS record of the ASM sector could equally improve. 
This landmark finding challenges the fatalistic notion that ASM is inherently unsafe and makes 
improved OHS in ASM a collective responsibility which is both feasible and beneficial to all, raising the 
prospect for galvanized global efforts to save lives and provide decent work.   
 
Better data on ASM’s economic contributions through improved national statistics can 
prove the value of ASM to national and global growth. 
   The ASM sector is an engine of economic development in many rural contexts but due to its largely 
informal nature, its economic importance is often unrecognized in the SDG8 agenda. Data which 
underscore the economic importance of ASM are critical to understanding the ways in which finances 
fuel the sector’s production and growth, create linkages to other industries, and crucially, bolster the 
case for formalizing and supporting its activities. More disaggregated economic data are needed to 
showcase ASM’s economic contributions. National reporting and accounting systems are critical 
instruments in this regard, but there are only a few examples where ASM’s contributions to labor, 
revenues, and exports can be effectively measured (e.g. Guyana, Rwanda, Central African Republic, 
and Tanzania). 
 
Press Release 
Better Working Conditions Can Improve Safety and Productivity of Artisanal and Small-
Scale Miners Around the World 
WASHINGTON, May 4, 2021 — A new World Bank and Pact report finds that better working 
conditions can improve productivity, health, and safety for the over 44 million artisanal 
miners across 80 countries. The report outlines solutions to improve occupational health and 
safety, social protection, and fair labor standards for the artisanal and small-scale (ASM) sector and at 
least 134 million people who are estimated to work in industries that support the sector. 
 
The report, "2020 State of the Artisanal and Small-Scale Mining Sector," examines artisanal and small-
scale mining’s contribution to achieving the SDG8: promote sustained, inclusive, and sustainable 
economic growth, full and productive employment, and decent work for all. The report finds that 
informality of the sector, an ongoing problem that affects around 90 percent of ASM 
activity, leaves artisanal workforces around the globe exposed to dangerous working 
conditions. From landslides to mercury exposure to intense manual rock crushing, miners enter the 
work site most days under-protected. These vulnerabilities have only been heightened by the socio-
economic effects of the COVID-19 crisis. Artisanal miners saw reduced incomes resulting from 
temporary mine closures, a drop in mineral prices, and reduced access to work caused by severe 
disruptions of global mineral supply chains which rely on ASM-sourced materials. 
 
“The poor working conditions faced by artisanal workers have been disproportionately 
compounded further by their vulnerability to the COVID-19 pandemic due to limited access 
to health and social infrastructure. The commitment of governments and companies to ensuring 
their health, safety and well-being is now more important than ever,” said Demetrios Papathanasiou, 
World Bank Global Director for Energy and Extractives. “This new report demonstrates how holistic 
approaches to improve the working conditions of artisanal miners can boost sustainable and inclusive 
growth, with greater job creation and poverty reduction.”… 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 

http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2021/05/03/better-working-conditions-can-improve-safety-and-productivity-of-artisanal-and-small-scale-miners-around-the-world
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2021/05/03/better-working-conditions-can-improve-safety-and-productivity-of-artisanal-and-small-scale-miners-around-the-world
http://www.delvedatabase.org/2020report


   

  

Pandemic/Epidemic Intelligence 
 
WHO, Germany launch new global hub for pandemic and epidemic intelligence 
5 May 2021   Joint News Release 
Geneva/Berlin 
:: The WHO Hub for Pandemic and Epidemic Intelligence will be a global platform for pandemic 
and epidemic intelligence, creating shared and networked access to vital multi-sectoral 
data, driving innovations in data analytics and building the communities of practice 
needed to predict, prevent, detect, prepare for and respond to worldwide health threats. 
:: The WHO Hub will be a new global collaboration of countries and partners worldwide, driving 
innovations to increase availability and linkage of diverse data; develop tools and predictive models for 
risk analysis; and to monitor disease control measures and infodemics.  
:: The WHO Hub will enable partners from around the world to collaborate and co-create the tools and 
data access that all countries need to prepare, detect and respond to pandemic and epidemic risks. 
 
The World Health Organization (WHO) and the Federal Republic of Germany will establish a new global 
hub for pandemic and epidemic intelligence, data, surveillance and analytics innovation. The Hub, 
based in Berlin and working with partners around the world, will lead innovations in data analytics 
across the largest network of global data to predict, prevent, detect prepare for and respond to 
pandemic and epidemic risks worldwide.  
 
H.E. German Federal Chancellor Dr Angela Merkel said: "The current Covid-19 pandemic has taught us 
that we can only fight pandemics and epidemics together. The new WHO Hub will be a global platform 
for pandemic prevention, bringing together various governmental, academic and private sector 
institutions. I am delighted that WHO chose Berlin as its location and invite partners from all around 
the world to contribute to the WHO hub." 
 
The WHO Hub for Pandemic and Epidemic Intelligence is part of WHO’s Health Emergencies 
Programme and will be a new collaboration of countries and partners worldwide, driving innovations to 
increase availability and linkage of diverse data; develop tools and predictive models for risk analysis; 
and to monitor disease control measures, community acceptance and infodemics. Critically, the WHO 
Hub will support the work of public health experts and policy-makers in all countries with insights so 
they can take rapid decisions to prevent and respond to future public health emergencies… 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Coronavirus [COVID-19] - WHO 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019  
 
 

Weekly Epidemiological and Operational updates  
Last update: 8 May 2021 
Confirmed cases ::     156 496 592  [week ago:  50 989 419] 
Confirmed deaths ::         3 264 143   [week ago:   3 173 576]     
Vaccine doses administered:    1 171 658 745 
 
:::::: 

https://www.who.int/news/item/05-05-2021-who-germany-launch-new-global-hub-for-pandemic-and-epidemic-intelligence
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019


   

  

Weekly operational update on COVID-19 - 3 May 2021  

Overview  
   In this edition of the Weekly Operational Update on COVID-19, highlights of country-level actions and 
WHO support to Member States include: 
:: Addressing critical gaps urgently in India 
:: Lifesaving supplies donated to Gambia for the COVID-19 response 
:: Medical oxygen delivery and trainings in Somalia  
:: Training national laboratory mentors in Kazakhstan 
:: Essential equipment handed over to support Mongolia 
:: Strengthening the COVID-19 response with OpenWHO in Indonesia 
:: Hosting a webinar on safe, functional, climate-resilient and environmentally sustainable health 
facilities post-COVID-19 
:: The Strategic Preparedness and Response Plan (SPRP) 2021 resource requirements and progress 
made to continue investing in the COVID-19 response and for building the architecture to prepare for, 
prevent and mitigate future health emergencies 
:: Updates on WHO/PAHO procured items, Partners Platform, implementation of the Unity Studies, and 
select indicators from the COVID-19 Monitoring and Evaluation Framework 
 
Weekly epidemiological update on COVID-19 - 4 May 2021  
Overview  
   For the second successive week, the number of COVID-19 cases globally remains at the highest 
levels since the beginning of the pandemic with over 5.7 million new weekly cases, following nine 
consecutive weeks of increases. New deaths continue to increase for the seventh consecutive week, 
with over 93 000 deaths. The South-East Asia Region continues to report marked increases in both 
case and death incidences.  
   In this edition, special focus updates are provided on: 
:: World Hand Hygiene Day, 5 May 2021 
:: WHO partnership with SeroTracker — synthesizing “real-time” seroprevalence data to support global 
pandemic response 
:: SARS-CoV-2 variants 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
UNICEF COVID-19 Vaccine Market Dashboard :: Agreements Table Accessed 8 May 2021 
An overview of information collected from publicly announced bilateral and multilateral supply 
agreements [Agreements view from 2021-05-02 to date] 

 
 

 
 

 

https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-operational-update-on-covid-10---3-may-2021
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-epidemiological-update-on-covid-19---4-may-2021
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-epidemiological-update-on-covid-19---4-may-2021
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiNmE0YjZiNzUtZjk2OS00ZTg4LThlMzMtNTRhNzE0NzA4YmZlIiwidCI6Ijc3NDEwMTk1LTE0ZTEtNGZiOC05MDRiLWFiMTg5MjAyMzY2NyIsImMiOjh9&pageName=ReportSectiona329b3eafd86059a947b


   

  

 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Our World in Data 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Vaccinations  
 

 
  

:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Emergencies 
 
POLIO   
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
 
Polio this week as of 05 May 2021 
:: The GPEI has released a position statement on the United Kingdom’s proposed cuts to contributions 
toward polio eradication in 2021. 
:: “Our ability to eradicate polio depends on our commitment to removing obstacles to women’s 
involvement in and ownership of eradication efforts. Women are at the forefront of the global struggle 
against polio – whether as caregivers, vaccinators, vaccine advocates and trusted leaders among 
affected populations, or as scientists, public health professionals and managers in the GPEI…”. Read 
more from our new Polio Gender Champion; Rochelle P. Walensky, MD, MPH Director, CDC, and 
Administrator, ATSDR. 
 
Summary of new WPV and cVDPV viruses this week (AFP cases and ES positives):  
:: Pakistan: two WPV1 positive environmental samples 
:: Liberia: one cVDPV2 positive environmental sample 

https://ourworldindata.org/covid-vaccinations
https://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
https://polioeradication.org/news-post/gpei-statement-on-proposed-uk-aid-cuts/
https://polioeradication.org/gender-and-polio/polio-gender-champions/
https://polioeradication.org/gender-and-polio/polio-gender-champions/


   

  

:: Senegal: one cVDPV2 case and one cVDPV2 positive environmental sample 
:: South Sudan: one cVDPV2 case 
 
:::::: 
 
GPEI statement on proposed UK aid cuts 
As of 4 May 2021  
The Global Polio Eradication Initiative (GPEI) is greatly concerned by the United Kingdom’s 
proposed cuts to contributions toward polio eradication in 2021. The proposed 95% 
reduction will result in an enormous setback to the eradication effort at a critical moment. 
 
The UK has a long legacy as a leader in global health and its leadership in polio eradication, including 
financial contributions to the GPEI, have driven wild poliovirus out of all but two countries in the world. 
The GPEI values the UK government’s steadfast partnership and shared commitment to eradicating 
polio, and UK citizens have generously championed the drive to end polio. This has helped bring the 
world to the cusp of being polio-free, whilst providing an investment in broader public health capacity. 
 
In 2019, the UK government pledged to help vaccinate more than 400 million children a 
year against polio and to support 20 million health workers and volunteers in this vital 
work. In addition to their life-saving work to end polio, these health workers have been in the frontline 
of the fight against COVID-19 and have helped some of the world’s most vulnerable countries protect 
their citizens. The UK’s ongoing support is needed to ensure that the polio infrastructure can continue 
supporting COVID-19 response efforts, while also resuming lifesaving immunization services against 
other deadly childhood diseases. In 2020, the UK government’s contributions ensured that the GPEI 
could continue to support outbreak response in 25 countries and conduct surveillance in nearly 50, all 
whilst strengthening health systems.  The continuation of such support will not be possible 
unless replacement funds are identified, and as such, this funding cut will have a 
potentially devastating impact on the polio eradication program. 
 
The GPEI recognises the challenging economic circumstances faced by the UK government and a host 
of other countries. Governments worldwide are making critical investments in the health of their 
citizens, as well as evaluating global commitments. Cutting the UK government’s contributions 
by 95% will, however, put millions of children at increased risk of diseases such as polio 
and will weaken the ability of countries to detect and respond to outbreaks of polio and 
other infectious diseases, including COVID-19. Furthermore, it risks delaying polio eradication 
and the dismantling of one of the most effective disease surveillance and response networks at a time 
when the COVID-19 pandemic continues its devastation. 
 
GPEI looks forward to working with the UK and the broader global community to address these urgent 
issues, which jeopardize the collective investment and progress toward a polio free world. Together we 
can end polio forever and ensure that polio infrastructure and its assets continue to strengthen 
preparedness and response and save lives. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
WHO/OCHA Emergencies 
 
Editor’s Note: 

https://polioeradication.org/news-post/gpei-statement-on-proposed-uk-aid-cuts/


   

  

Continuing with this edition, we include information about the last apparent update evident on the 
WHO emergency country webpages, recognizing almost universal and significant interims since last 
update regardless of the level of the emergency listed. 
 
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies  [to 8 May 2021] 
Democratic Republic of the Congo  
:: 3 May 2021  News release 
WHO Director-General congratulates the Democratic Republic of the Congo as 12th Ebola outbreak is 
declared over; stresses need to maintain vigilance to prevent virus’s return 
 
Mozambique floods  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 3 November 
2020] 
Nigeria - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 29 Jun 2020] 
Somalia - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 17 July 2020] 
South Sudan   - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 4 February 2020] 
Syrian Arab Republic  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 24 October 
2020] 
Yemen - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 30 June 2020] 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies  [to 8 May 2021] 
Afghanistan - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 5 July 2020] 
Angola - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 16 March 2021] 
Burkina Faso - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 01 avril 2021] 
Burundi  - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 04 July 2019] 
Cameroon  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 22 August 2019] 
Central African Republic - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 12 June 
2018] 
Ethiopia - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 22 August 2019] 
Iran floods 2019  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 2 March 2020] 
Iraq - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 26 April 2021] 
Libya - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 7 October 2019] 
Malawi - No new digest announcements identified   [Last apparent update: 22 April 2021  
Measles in Europe - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 26-04-2021] 
MERS-CoV  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 8 July 2019] 
Mozambique  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 03 November 2020] 
Myanmar  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 29 March 2021] 
Niger - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 16 avril 2021] 
occupied Palestinian territory  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 4 
September 2019] 
HIV in Pakistan  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 27 August 2019] 
Sao Tome and Principe Necrotizing Cellulitis (2017)  - No new digest announcements  
Sudan  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 24 June 2020] 
Ukraine - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 1 May 2019] 
Zimbabwe - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 10 May 2019] 
   
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 1 Emergencies  [to 8 May 2021] 
Chad  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 30 June 2018] 

http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cod/en/
https://www.who.int/news/item/03-05-2021-who-director-general-congratulates-the-democratic-republic-of-the-congo-as-12th-ebola-outbreak-is-declared-over-stresses-need-to-maintain-vigilance-to-prevent-virus-s-return
https://www.who.int/news/item/03-05-2021-who-director-general-congratulates-the-democratic-republic-of-the-congo-as-12th-ebola-outbreak-is-declared-over-stresses-need-to-maintain-vigilance-to-prevent-virus-s-return
https://afro.who.int/countries/mozambique
http://www.who.int/emergencies/nigeria/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/somalia/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ssd/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/syr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/yem/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/afg/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/angola
https://www.afro.who.int/fr/countries/burkina-faso
https://www.afro.who.int/countries/burundi
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cmr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/caf/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/eth/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/irn/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/countries/irq/index.html
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/lby/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/malawi
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/communicable-diseases/measles-and-rubella
http://www.who.int/emergencies/mers-cov/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/mozambique
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mmr/en/
https://www.who.int/bangladesh/news/detail/23-03-2021-building-bangladesh-capacity-on-infection-prevention-and-control
https://www.who.int/bangladesh/news/detail/23-03-2021-building-bangladesh-capacity-on-infection-prevention-and-control
http://afro.who.int/fr/countries/niger
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/opt/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/pandemic-epidemic-diseases/news/who-and-partners-mobilize-hiv-drugs-for-infected-children-in-pakistan.html
http://afro.who.int/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/sdn/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ukr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/zwe/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tcd/en/


   

  

Djibouti - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 25 novembre 2020] 
Kenya - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 23 April 2021  
Mali  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 3 May 2017] 
Namibia - viral hepatitis  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 20 July 
2018] 
Tanzania  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 21 October 2019] 
  
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Current Emergencies 
Current Corporate Emergencies 
Ethiopia - Tigray Region Humanitarian Update Situation Report, 6 May 2021 
HIGHLIGHTS 
:: Active hostilities remain the main access impediment for scaling up response in rural areas in 
addition to constrained communications 
:: Humanitarian partners are scaling up response but can only fully implement with access constraints 
addressed 
:: Three food operators have distributed more than 19,000 metric tons of food for the first round of 
assistance for 2021, reaching 1.1 million people across the region 
:: COVID-19 screening started in all targeted 15 health facilities in Mekelle At least US$443 million have 
been allocated to respond to the crisis but more is needed particularly for non-food assistance 
 

 
*                      *                       *                        * 

 

:: Agency/Government/IGO Watch 
We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for key 
media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on regional or global 
level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific coverage is limited. Please 
suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
 
 
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly  
[to 8 May 2021] 
https://www.un.org/press/en 
Selected Meetings/Press Releases/Announcements 
7 May 2021  
SC/14513 
Security Council: Multilateralism 
 
6 May 2021  
SG/SM/20711 
Decision by United States Can Increase Supply to COVAX Facility, Secretary-General Says, 
Welcoming ‘Unprecedented’ Waiver of Intellectual Property Rights 
The following statement was issued today by the Spokesman for UN Secretary-General António 
Guterres: 
   The Secretary-General welcomes the United States Government’s unprecedented support for the 
waiver of intellectual property protections regarding COVID-19 vaccines, announced yesterday. 
   It opens the opportunity for vaccine producers to share the knowledge and technology that will allow 
the effective expansion of locally produced vaccines and can significantly increase the supply to the 

http://www.emro.who.int/fr/countries/dji/
http://www.afro.who.int/countries/kenya
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mli/en/
http://afro.who.int/news/baseline-assessment-national-viral-hepatitis-response-namibia
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tza/en/
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/ethiopia-tigray-region-humanitarian-update-situation-report-6-may-2021
https://www.un.org/press/en
https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/sc14513.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/sgsm20711.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/sgsm20711.doc.htm


   

  

COVAX facility.  We must also ensure that countries have the materials required to produce these 
vaccines. 
   We are all agreed:  none of us will be safe from the virus until all of us are safe. 
 
 
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 8 May 2021] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true  
Top News 
Press briefing notes on Occupied Palestinian Territory 
 
Press briefing notes on Uganda 
 
Press briefing notes on Brazil 
 
Myanmar: UN expert urges States to impose arms embargo 
 
Bachelet alarmed by attempts to undermine national human rights institutions in Latin 
America and the Caribbean 
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
 
United Nations Human Rights Council  [to 8 May 2021] 
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL 
Council News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Committee on the Rights of the Child [to 8 May 2021] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the sale and sexual exploitation of children   [to 8 May 2021] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx  
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed 
Conflict [to 8 May 2021] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 
Press Releases 
New Study on Impact of COVID-19 Pandemic on Children Affected by Conflict Shows 
Importance of Supporting United Nations and Partners on the Ground 
Monday, 3 May 2021 
 
 
SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict 
[to 8 May 2021] 
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/  

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=27067&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=27068&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=27069&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=27073&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=27063&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=27063&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/2021/05/new-study-on-impact-of-covid-19-pandemic-on-children-affected-by-conflict-shows-importance-of-supporting-united-nations-and-partners-on-the-ground/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/2021/05/new-study-on-impact-of-covid-19-pandemic-on-children-affected-by-conflict-shows-importance-of-supporting-united-nations-and-partners-on-the-ground/
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/


   

  

No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights   [to 8 May 2021] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx 
Latest News 
European Union: UN expert calls for an ambitious social Europe, says COVID must spark 
rethink  
3 May 2021 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable 
standard of physical and mental health  [to 8 May 2021] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx 
Latest News 
UN experts urge the Bahamas to halt plans to demolish 600 homes 
7 May 2021 

Iran: Grave concerns for jailed dissident Mohammad Nourizad 
4 May 2021 
 
 
Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights  [to 8 May 2021] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples   [to 8 May 2021] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx 
Latest news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx 
Latest News 
UN experts urge the Bahamas to halt plans to demolish 600 homes 
7 May 2021 
 
 
UN OCHA Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs [to 8 May 2021] 
https://www.unocha.org/  
Press Releases 
06 May 2021 
UN releases US$65 million for humanitarian response in Ethiopia's Tigray crisis worsens 
  
03 May 2021 
Strengthening partner alliance in Latin America and the Caribbean in the face of increasing 
climate and disaster risks 
 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=27049&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=27049&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=27066&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=27055&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=27066&LangID=E
https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases
https://reliefweb.int/node/3736249
https://reliefweb.int/node/3735676
https://reliefweb.int/node/3735676


   

  

  
Centre for Humanitarian Data/HDX  [to 8 May 2021] 
https://centre.humdata.org/ 
Resource 
COVID-19 Data Explorer: Global Humanitarian Operations 
 
 
UNICEF  [to 8 May 2021] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases 
Selected Press Releases, Statements 
Press release 
05/07/2021  
Geneva Palais briefing note on the impact of the deadly COVID-19 surge on children in 
India, and increasingly in the region  
This is a summary of what was said by UNICEF representative Dr Yasmin Ali Haque – to whom quoted 
text may be attributed – at today's press briefing at the Palais des Nations in Geneva.  
   … “UNICEF is very concerned about this deadly daily surge in new cases. This wave is almost four 
times the size of the first wave and the virus is spreading much faster.  On an average there were 
more than four new cases every second and more than two deaths every minute in last 24 hours. With 
the surge in cases, the virus is also affecting more people across age groups including children and 
infants. 
   “What is happening in India should raise alarm bells for all of us. The pandemic is far from over. 
COVID-19 cases are rising at an alarming rate across South Asia, especially in Nepal, Sri Lanka and the 
Maldives. Entire health systems could collapse, leading to more tragic loss of life. Very low levels of 
vaccination in most South Asian countries (less than 10% in India, Sri Lanka and Nepal) is adding to 
concern of the virus spiraling even further. Besides South Asia, we are also seeing alarming situations 
in other parts of the world. 
   “Along with the increase in COVID-19 cases, the impact on children being affected by the virus has 
also increased.  And of course the impact of the outbreak and public health and social measures on 
children is likely to be aggravated following the second wave. They are living through a tragedy… 
 
Press release 
05/05/2021  
United States renews longstanding commitment to UNICEF with $300 million pledge for 
improving the lives of mothers and children  
 
Statement 
05/05/2021  
UNICEF Executive Director Henrietta Fore's Remarks at the Launch of the Global Report on 
Food Crises 2021  
As prepared for delivery  
 
News note 
05/05/2021  
Canada becomes first country to support COVID-19 therapeutics via new UNICEF fund  
   Low- and middle-income countries set to benefit from Canadian contribution in support of global 
equitable access to lifesaving COVID-19 medical supplies  
 
News note 
05/04/2021  

https://centre.humdata.org/
https://data.humdata.org/visualization/covid19-humanitarian-operations/
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/geneva-palais-briefing-note-impact-deadly-covid-19-surge-children-india-and
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/geneva-palais-briefing-note-impact-deadly-covid-19-surge-children-india-and
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/united-states-renews-longstanding-commitment-unicef-300-million-pledge-improving
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/united-states-renews-longstanding-commitment-unicef-300-million-pledge-improving
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-executive-director-henrietta-fores-remarks-launch-global-report-food-crises
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-executive-director-henrietta-fores-remarks-launch-global-report-food-crises
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/canada-becomes-first-country-support-covid-19-therapeutics-new-unicef-fund


   

  

UNICEF, with support from DP World, sends critical supplies to help fight COVID-19 surge 
in India  
 
Statement 
05/04/2021  
UNICEF Executive Director Henrietta Fore's Remarks at the Global Food Systems Summit 
Youth Dialogue  
As prepared for delivery  
 
Statement 
05/04/2021  
Deadly new surge in South Asia threatens to reverse global gains against the COVID-19 
pandemic and have disproportionate impact on children  
Statement by George Laryea-Adjei, UNICEF Regional Director for South Asia  
 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 8 May 2021] 
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html 
Selected News Releases, Announcements  
Series of attacks force thousands to flee in Burkina Faso  
7 May 2021  
 
Pandemic threatens progress on refugee admissions through family, work, study permits  
5 May 2021  
 
UNHCR warns of mounting refugee and migrant deaths in the Central Mediterranean  
4 May 2021  
 
News comment by UN High Commissioner for Refugees Filippo Grandi on US decision to 
increase refugee resettlement admissions 
4 May 2021  
 
UNHCR applauds US decision to increase refugee resettlement 
3 May 2021  
 
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 8 May 2021]  
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
News 
World Migration Report Launches Dynamic New Data Visualization Platform 
2021-05-05 15:53 
   Geneva – The International Organization for Migration’s (IOM) flagship publication has launched a 
dynamic new webpage that connects fact-based narratives on migration with interactive data 
visualizations on... 
 
800,000 South Sudanese May Face Reduced Access to Life-Saving Primary Health Care by 
June, IOM Warns 
2021-05-04 14:21 
   Juba – The International Organization for Migration (IOM) warns that more than 800,000 people in 
South Sudan who rely on IOM for their health care may face reduced access to life-saving services by 
June if urgent calls for humanitarian funding are not met.  
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UNAIDS [to 8 May 2021]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
Selected Press Releases/Reports/Statements 
7 May 2021 
Pioneers of the harm reduction response in Uganda  
 
6 May 2021 
Specialized medical waste management equipment for Republic of Moldova’s harm 
reduction programme  
 
5 May 2021 
UNAIDS Executive Director visits projects in Namibia that empower adolescent girls and 
young women  
 
5 May 2021 
UNITY Platform publishes annual report on violence against sexual and gender minorities 
in Cameroon  
 
4 May 2021 
UNAIDS is saddened by the death of Patrick O’Connell, the founding director of Visual 
AIDS  
 
4 May 2021 
100% Life: 20 years of fighting  
 
3 May 2021 
Big drops in the cost of antiretroviral medicines, but COVID-19 threatens further 
reductions  
 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 8 May 2021]  
https://www.who.int/ 
 
7 May 2021   News release 
WHO lists additional COVID-19 vaccine for emergency use and issues interim policy 
recommendations 
 
7 May 2021   Statement 
Joint Statement on transparency and data integrity International Coalition of Medicines 
Regulatory Authorities (ICMRA) and WHO 
 
7 May 2021   Departmental news 
First deployment of WHO emergency rehabilitation support 
 
7 May 2021   Departmental news 
Development of updated WHO guidelines on the management of tuberculosis in children 
and adolescents 
 
6 May 2021   News release 
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Global experts of new WHO Council on the Economics of Health For All announced 
 
6 May 2021   Departmental news 
The UNICEF/WHO/WB Joint Child Malnutrition Estimates (JME) group released new data 
for 2021 
 
6 May 2021   Departmental news 
The Partnership for Healthy Cities supports COVID-19 Vaccine Outreach in 18 Cities 
 
5 May 2021   News release 
WHO Director-General commends United States decision to support temporary waiver on 
intellectual property rights for COVID-19 vaccines 
 
5 May 2021   Joint News Release 
WHO, Germany launch new global hub for pandemic and epidemic intelligence 
 
5 May 2021   Departmental news 
WHO calls for better hand hygiene and other infection control practices 
 
5 May 2021   Departmental news 
Updated WHO Information Note: Ensuring continuity of TB services during the COVID-19 
pandemic 
 
5 May 2021   News release 
New WHO benchmarks help countries reduce salt intake and save lives 
 
5 May 2021   Departmental news 
WHO launches new platform for knowledge exchange on dementia 
 
4 May 2021   Departmental news 
WHO and UN Global Pulse are building a social listening radio tool to aid the COVID-19 
infodemic response 
 
4 May 2021   Departmental news 
Why we need to focus on quality care for women and newborns 
 
3 May 2021   Departmental news 
Expanding reach: Addressing gender barriers in COVID-19 vaccine rollout 
 
3 May 2021   News release 
WHO welcomes Sweden’s announcement to share COVID-19 vaccine doses with COVAX 
 
3 May 2021   News release 
WHO Director-General congratulates the Democratic Republic of the Congo as 12th Ebola 
outbreak is declared over; stresses need to maintain vigilance to prevent virus’s return 
 
3 May 2021   Departmental news 
Affordability of WASH must be defined and tracked if 2030 Global Goals are to be met: new 
report 
 
3 May 2021   Departmental news 
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Oral rabies vaccine: a new strategy in the fight against rabies deaths 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO      
No new digest content identified 
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
No new digest content identified 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
No new digest content identified 
 
WHO European Region EURO  
:: Countries across Europe send life-saving goods to help India’s fight against COVID-19 07-05-2021  
:: WHO/Europe launches new guidance to make hand washing easier 05-05-2021 
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: Pakistan receives first consignment of COVID-19 vaccines via COVAX Facility   8 May 2021 
   …Today Pakistan received its first shipment of Oxford-AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccines (SII-AZ 
AZD1222) from the COVAX Facility. The consignment of 1 238 400 doses of vaccines, which will be 
followed by another of 1 236 000 in a few days, will support the Government of Pakistan’s ongoing 
historic drive. 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
No new digest content identified 
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 8 May 2021] 
https://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2021/ 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 8 May 2021] 
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release 
Meetings and events 
4 May 2021   Press Release 
New report sounds the alarm on global shortage of 900,000 midwives 
   Fully investing in midwives by 2035 would avert roughly two-thirds of maternal, newborn deaths and 
stillbirths, saving 4.3 million lives per year.  
 
 
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 8 May 2021] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
Latest from News Centre 
No new digest content identified. 
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https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-emergencies/coronavirus-covid-19/news/news/2021/5/countries-across-europe-send-life-saving-goods-to-help-indias-fight-against-covid-20
https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/environment-and-health/water-and-sanitation/news/news/2021/5/whoeurope-launches-new-guidance-to-make-hand-washing-easier2
http://www.emro.who.int/
http://www.emro.who.int/media/news/pakistan-receives-first-consignment-of-covid-19-vaccines-via-covax-facility.html
https://www.who.int/westernpacific
https://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2021/
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release
https://www.unfpa.org/press/new-report-sounds-alarm-global-shortage-900000-midwives
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html


   

  

UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 8 May 2021] 
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division  [to 8 May 2021] 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/ 
Meetings and events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 8 May 2021] 
https://www.unenvironment.org/ 
Resources 
06 May 2021 Press release  
Global Assessment: Urgent steps must be taken to reduce methane emissions this decade 
   Washington DC, 6 May 2021 - A Global Methane Assessment released today by the Climate and 
Clean Air Coalition (CCAC) and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) shows that human-
caused methane emissions can… 
 
 
UNDRR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 8 May 2021] 
https://www.undrr.org/ 
Latest news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 8 May 2021] 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/  
07 May 2021 | DESA 
5 things you should know about the state of the economy 
Is this the year we overcome the global economic crisis caused by the pandemic? Are our jobs in 
danger? Who has lost the most in the crisis and what can be done to recover? As UN DESA prepares to 
launch the mid-year update of the 2021 World Economic Situation and Prospects report, here are five 
things you need to know about the state of the global economy. 
 
05 May 2021 | DESA 
Development Cooperation Forum meets at a critical juncture for multilateralism 
No one is safe until everyone is safe. No country, company or community can end the COVID-19 crisis 
working in isolation. 
 
04 May 2021 | DESA 
Learning from COVID-19, UN Forum to highlight critical role of science, technology and 
innovation in responding to global challenges 
To build on the bold innovations in science, technology and innovations that produced life-saving 
solutions during the COVID-19 pandemic... 
 
 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/
https://www.unenvironment.org/
https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/press-release/global-assessment-urgent-steps-must-be-taken-reduce-methane
https://www.undrr.org/
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news.html
https://www.un.org/en/desa/5-things-you-should-know-about-state-economy
https://bit.ly/wespmidyear
https://www.un.org/en/desa/development-cooperation-forum-meets-critical-juncture-multilateralism
https://www.un.org/en/desa/learning-covid-19-un-forum-highlight-critical-role-science-technology-and-innovation-responding
https://www.un.org/en/desa/learning-covid-19-un-forum-highlight-critical-role-science-technology-and-innovation-responding


   

  

UNESCO  [to 8 May 2021]  
http://en.unesco.org/news 
Selected Latest News  
UNESCO welcomes move to lift the patent on the vaccines and pushes for Open Science 
Press release 
05/7/2021  
 
Windhoek+30 Declaration calls for affirming information is a public good 
Participants of the 2021 World Press Freedom Day Global Conference adopted the “Windhoek + 30 ... 
News 
05/6/2021  
 
Art-Lab Talks #7 - Dancing, a liberating force in refugee camps 
Choreographer Taigué Ahmed during a training workshop in Chad © AAD-fund   The purpose of ... 
Story 
05/5/2021 
 
 
International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS)  [to 8 May 2021] 
https://www.icomos.org/en/ 
Announcements 
The French translation for "Future of our Pasts" is now available  
Written on 06 May 2021.  
   ICOMOS is proud to share the French translation of the leading publication on climate change and 
heritage: « L’Avenir de notre Passé : Engager le patrimoine culturel dans l'action pour le climat » 
("Future of our Pasts”). 
 
 
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 8 May 2021] 
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 8 May 2021] 
http://unhabitat.org/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 8 May 2021] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Food Programme  [to 8 May 2021] 
https://www.wfp.org/news 
News releases 
5 May 2021  
Acute food insecurity soars to five-year high warns Global Report on Food Crises  

http://en.unesco.org/news
https://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-welcomes-move-lift-patent-vaccines-and-pushes-open-science
https://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-welcomes-move-lift-patent-vaccines-and-pushes-open-science
https://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-welcomes-move-lift-patent-vaccines-and-pushes-open-science
https://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-welcomes-move-lift-patent-vaccines-and-pushes-open-science
https://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-welcomes-move-lift-patent-vaccines-and-pushes-open-science
https://en.unesco.org/news/windhoek30-declaration-calls-affirming-information-public-good
https://en.unesco.org/news/windhoek30-declaration-calls-affirming-information-public-good
https://en.unesco.org/news/windhoek30-declaration-calls-affirming-information-public-good
https://en.unesco.org/news/windhoek30-declaration-calls-affirming-information-public-good
https://en.unesco.org/news/windhoek30-declaration-calls-affirming-information-public-good
https://en.unesco.org/news/art-lab-talks-7-dancing-liberating-force-refugee-camps
https://en.unesco.org/news/art-lab-talks-7-dancing-liberating-force-refugee-camps
https://en.unesco.org/news/art-lab-talks-7-dancing-liberating-force-refugee-camps
https://en.unesco.org/news/art-lab-talks-7-dancing-liberating-force-refugee-camps
https://en.unesco.org/news/art-lab-talks-7-dancing-liberating-force-refugee-camps
https://www.icomos.org/en/
https://www.icomos.org/en/78-english-categories/92552-the-french-translation-for-future-of-our-pasts-is-now-available
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp
http://unhabitat.org/
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/
https://www.wfp.org/news
https://www.wfp.org/news/acute-food-insecurity-soars-five-year-high-warns-global-report-food-crises


   

  

   ROME – The number of people facing acute food insecurity and needing urgent life and livelihood-
saving assistance has hit a five-year high in 2020 in countries beset by food crises, an annual report 
launched today by the Global Network Against Food Crises (GNAFC) - an international alliance of the 
UN, the EU, governmental and non-governmental agencies working to tackle food crises together - has 
found. Conflict, economic shocks – including due to COVID-19, extreme weather – pushed at least 155 
million people into acute food insecurity in 2020. 
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
 
ILO International Labour Organization  [to 8 May 2021] 
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm 
United Nations Global Compact 
UN leaders urge companies relying on shipping supply chains to undertake urgent 
measures to protect seafarers’ rights   
06 May 2021  
    New due diligence tool aims to help businesses uphold their responsibility to protect human rights at 
sea, as new COVID variants threaten to further delay crew changes. 
and the impact of COVID-19 on labour migration and fair recruitment. 
    
The future of the tourism sector 
Tourism: An opportunity to rethink the future of the industry    
04 May 2021  
   Tourism has been among the hardest hit of all sectors by the COVID-19 pandemic. Women, youth, 
and workers in the informal economy are the most at risk from tourism sector job losses and business 
closures. Building back better from the COVID-19 pandemic represents an opportunity to rethink the 
future of the tourism sector, including how it contributes to the lives of 300 million workers worldwide. 
 
 
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 8 May 2021] 
http://www.icao.int/  
Latest News        
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IMO International Maritime Organization  [to 8 May 2021] 
https://www.imo.org/ 
Latest Press Briefings  
04 May 2021 
Autonomous shipping, Covid-19 impact, security and fuel safety in spotlight 
   The foundations for the future development of a regulatory framework for Maritime Autonomous 
Surface Ships (MASS) will be laid at the 103rd session of IMO’s Maritime Safety Committee 
(MSC), held in remote session from 5 to14 May 2021.  
 
 
WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 8 May 2021] 
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UPU  Universal Postal Union   [to 8 May 2021] 

http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm
https://unglobalcompact.org/news/4699-05-06-2021
https://unglobalcompact.org/news/4699-05-06-2021
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/multimedia/video/institutional-videos/WCMS_756336/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.imo.org/
https://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/Pages/WhatsNew-1606.aspx
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release


   

  

https://www.upu.int/en/News-Media/Press/Press-Releases 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 8 May 2021] 
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Organization for Standardization (ISO)  [to 8 May 2021] 
https://www.iso.org/news 
News 
5 May 2021  
Engaging consumers in our global village  
Connecting consumers with standards.  
 
 
UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 8 May 2021] 
https://www.unwto.org/news 
News 
The World Tourism Organization Unites With Tourism Ministers in the Americas To 
Relaunch Tourism in the Region 
07 May 2021  
 
New Report Shows Value of IP to the Tourism Sector 
06 May 2021  
 
UNWTO, IE University, Sommet Education partner to accelerate Online Education 
05 May 2021  
 
G20 Ministers Welcome UNWTO Recommendations for Tourism’s ‘Green Transformation’ 
04 May 2021 
 
 
WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 8 May 2021] 
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/ 
Press releases  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CBD  Convention on Biological Diversity [to 8 May 2021] 
https://www.cbd.int/ 
Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
DARPA – Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency  [to 8 May 2021 
https://www.darpa.mil/news 
News 

https://www.upu.int/en/News-Media/Press/Press-Releases
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html
https://www.iso.org/news
https://www.iso.org/news/ref2666.html
https://www.unwto.org/news
https://www.unwto.org/news/the-world-tourism-organization-unites-with-tourism-ministers-in-the-americas-to-relaunch-tourism-in-the-region
https://www.unwto.org/news/the-world-tourism-organization-unites-with-tourism-ministers-in-the-americas-to-relaunch-tourism-in-the-region
https://www.unwto.org/news/new-report-shows-value-of-ip-to-the-tourism-sector
https://www.unwto.org/news/unwto-ie-university-sommet-education-partner-to-accelerate-online-education
https://www.unwto.org/news/g20-ministers-welcome-unwto-recommendations-for-tourism-s-green-transformation
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/
https://www.cbd.int/
https://www.darpa.mil/news


   

  

5/3/2021 
Creating AI-Enabled Cultural Interpreters to Aid Defense Operations 
    The Department of Defense (DoD) is one of many government agencies that operates globally and 
is in constant contact with diverse cultures. Communicative understanding, not simply of local 
languages but also of social customs and cultural backgrounds, lies at the heart of Civil Affairs and 
Military Information Support Operations activities. These collectively comprise a vast majority of U.S. 
counterinsurgency and stabilization efforts… 
   To help promote truly effective cross-cultural interaction, CCU technologies must be able to not only 
detect potential misunderstandings but also generate alternative socioculturally-appropriate responses. 
As such, the second research area in CCU will focus on the development of a dialogue assistance 
service. The target service will automate the detection of sociocultural context, including aspects 
related to identity and group affinity, and leverage the outputs of the first research area in order to 
follow ongoing conversations, detect misunderstandings in real-time, and provide dialogue assistance 
to human operators to prevent communications from going awry and/or provide remediation support. 
 
:::::: 
 
USAID [to 8 May 2021] 
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/2021 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Announcements 
United States Delivers Six Planes to India with Emergency Medical Supplies to Combat 
COVID-19 Surge  
May 6, 2021 
   Through a massive mobilization effort, the U.S. Government is delivering on its commitment to stand 
with the people of India as they fight a devastating second wave of COVID-19. Over the past week, the 
U.S. government rapidly deployed six planeloads of life-saving supplies to New Delhi in six days and 
mobilized its partners in India to immediately stand up surge support. Together, U.S. Government 
assistance to combat the current crisis is about $100 million. The United States is continuing to work 
closely with Indian officials and health experts to identify and respond to emerging trends in this 
ongoing crisis. 
 
U.S. Delivers Humanitarian Relief Supplies in Response to Insecurity in Mozambique  
May 6, 2021 
   In response to the devastating violence in Mozambique’s Cabo Delgado region, the U.S. Agency for 
International Development (USAID) is providing vital humanitarian relief supplies in a series of 
shipments to help meet the urgent needs of people forcibly displaced from their homes.  
 
USAID Awards Up to $300 Million to UNICEF to Improve the Lives of Mothers and Children 
Globally  
May 5, 2021 
   Today, at the G7 Foreign and Development Ministers Meeting, Administrator Samantha Power 
announced the renewal of USAID’s long-standing and successful partnership with the United Nations 
Children’s Fund (UNICEF) to improve the health and well-being of mothers, children, families, and 
communities around the world. 
 
 
Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office [nee DFID]  [to 8 May 2021] 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/foreign-commonwealth-development-office 
Selected Press Releases. Announcements 
Upholding the values of the UN Charter is the key to effective responses to global 
challenges  

https://www.darpa.mil/news-events/2021-05-03a.html
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/2021
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/may-6-2021-united-states-delivers-six-planes-india-emergency-medical-supplies
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/may-6-2021-united-states-delivers-six-planes-india-emergency-medical-supplies
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/may-6-2021-us-delivers-humanitarian-relief-supplies-insecurity-mozambique
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/may-5-2021-usaid-awards-300-million-unicef-improve-lives-mothers-and-children
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/may-5-2021-usaid-awards-300-million-unicef-improve-lives-mothers-and-children
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/foreign-commonwealth-development-office
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/upholding-the-values-of-the-un-charter-is-the-key-to-effective-responses-to-global-challenges
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/upholding-the-values-of-the-un-charter-is-the-key-to-effective-responses-to-global-challenges


   

  

   Statement by Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon at the Security Council briefing on upholding multilateralism 
and the UN-centred international system 
Updated: 7 May 2021  
 
 
ECHO  [to 8 May 2021] 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news 
Latest News 
India: EU mobilises an initial €2.2 million in emergency funding for the vulnerable during 
COVID-19  
05/05/2021 
   Today, the Commission has announced that it will allocate an initial €2.2 million in emergency 
funding to respond to the drastic surge in COVID-19 cases in India. The funding will support the World 
Health Organization (WHO) for a 6-month case...  
 
Global Report on Food Crises: acute food insecurity soars to 5-year high 
 
05/05/2021 
   The number of people facing acute food insecurity and needing urgent life and livelihood-saving 
assistance has hit a 5-year high in 2020 in countries beset by food crises, according to an annual report 
launched today by the Global Network Against...  
 
India: EU Civil Protection Mechanism continues to coordinate emergency supplies 
03/05/2021 
   The EU Civil Protection Mechanism continues to coordinate additional EU assistance to India, which is 
facing a tremendous increase in COVID-19 cases. Last week, the European Union announced the offers 
of support made by Ireland, Belgium, Romania,...  
 
:::::: 
 
African Union [to 8 May 2021] 
http://www.au.int/ 
News 
African Charter on the Values and Principles of Public Service & Administration 
May 06, 2021  
   The Second Conference of State Parties to the African Charter on the Values and Principles of Public 
Service and Admi 
 
Launch of the Africa Photojournalism Project for African Female Journalists 
May 04, 2021  
 
68th Ordinary Session of the African Commission on Human & Peoples’ Rights 
May 04, 2021  
 
 
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations  [to 8 May 2021] 
http://asean.org/category/news/asean-secretariat-news/ 
Secretariat News 
[Website not responding at inquiry] 
 
 

http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/india-eu-mobilises-initial-22-million-emergency-funding-vulnerable-during-covid-19_en
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/india-eu-mobilises-initial-22-million-emergency-funding-vulnerable-during-covid-19_en
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/global-report-food-crises-acute-food-insecurity-soars-5-year-high_en
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/india-eu-civil-protection-mechanism-continues-coordinate-emergency-supplies_en
http://www.au.int/
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20210506/second-conference-state-parties-african-charter-values-and-principles-public
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20210504/launch-africa-photojournalism-african-female-journalists
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20210504/achpr-68th-ordinary-session-african-commission-human-peoples-rights
http://asean.org/category/news/asean-secretariat-news/


   

  

European Commission  
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/home/en 
News  8 May 2021 
"The EU stands with India in times of need": op-ed article by Ursula von der Leyen, 
President of the European Commission 
    "As soon as India requested support, the EU and its member states came together to help. We 
activated our EU civil protection mechanism in one of its biggest-ever response operations. This is what 
friends do in times of need." 
   
Press release   6 May 2021 
Coronavirus: Commission proposes EU Strategy for the development and availability of 
therapeutics  
   The European Commission is today complementing the successful EU Vaccines Strategy with a 
strategy on COVID-19 therapeutics to support the development and availability of much-needed 
COVID-19 therapeutics, including for the treatment of ‘long COVID'.  
 
 
OECD  [to 8 May 2021] 
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/publicationsdocuments/bydate/ 
Top Stories 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Organization of American States (OAS)   [to 8 May 2021] 
http://www.oas.org/en/ 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 8 May 2021] 
https://www.oic-oci.org/  
Selected Press Releases 
OIC Secretary General addresses UN on latest developments in al-Quds 
   The Secretary General of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), Dr Yousef A. Al-Othaimeen, 
addressed a written letter to UN counterpart Antonio Guterres, confirming the Organization’s supportive 
stand vis-à-vis the Palestinian cause. He expressed concern over Israel’s violations against east 
Jerusalem (al-Quds) population, and called on the UN to pressurize Israel, the occupying force, to 
cease its violations against the Palestinians of al-Quds and allow them to stand for, campaign for and 
cast their votes in Palestinian elections, in keeping with international resolutions and signed 
agreements.... 
05/05/2021 
 
 
Group of 77  [to 8 May 2021] 
http://www.g77.org/ 
Latest Statements and Speeches 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by Ambassador Ahmed Tidiane Sakho of the 
Permanent Mission of the Republic of Guinea to the United Nations, on the modalities for the high-level 
meeting of the General Assembly to commemorate the twentieth anniversary of the adoption of the 
Durban Declaration and Platform of Action (New York, 3 May 2021) 
 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/home/en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ac_21_2363
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ac_21_2363
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_2201
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_2201
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/publicationsdocuments/bydate/
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_releases.asp
https://www.oic-oci.org/home/?lan=en
https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=26120&ref=16373&lan=en
http://www.g77.org/
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=210503d
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=210503d
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=210503d
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=210503d


   

  

Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by Ms. Masseni Kaba Saleh, Second Secretary at the 
Permanent Mission of the Republic of Guinea to the United Nations, on agenda item 154: 
Administrative and budgetary aspects of the financing of the United Nations peacekeeping operations: 
Updated financial position of closed peacekeeping missions as at 30 June 2020, at the second resumed 
part of the seventy-fifth session of the Fifth Committee of the United Nations General Assembly (New 
York, 3 May 2021) 
 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by Ms. Masseni Kaba Saleh, Second Secretary at the 
Permanent Mission of the Republic of Guinea to the United Nations, on agenda item 154: 
Administrative and bugetary aspects of the financing of the United Nations peacekeeping operations - 
Overview and cross-cutting issues, during the second part of the resumed seventy-fifth session of the 
Fifth Committee of the UN General Assembly (New York, 3 May 2021) 
 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by H.E. Ambassador Boubacar Diallo, G-77 
Coordinator of the Permanent Mission of the Republic of Guinea to the United Nations, on the 
organization of work of the second part of the resumed seventy-fifth session of the Fifth Committee of 
the United Nations General Assembly (New York, 3 May 2021) 
 
:::::: 
 
UNCTAD  [to 8 May 2021] 
https://unctad.org/media-centre 
Press Releases 
03 May 2021  
Global E-Commerce Jumps to $26.7 Trillion, Covid-19 Boosts Online Retail Sales 
UNCTAD/PRESS/PR/2021/009 
Geneva, Switzerland 
 
 
World Customs Organization – WCO  [to 8 May 2021] 
http://www.wcoomd.org/ 
Latest News – Selected Items 
No new digest content identified. 
06 May 2021  
8.5 metric tons of bomb-making materials seized by East African Customs during WCO 
border Operation  
 
 
WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 8 May 2021] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
WTO News and Events 
Webinar to explore links between TRIPS and health technology dissemination 
7 May 2021 
   A panel of leading experts will explore on 12 May the impact of the Agreement on Trade-Related 
Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) on health technology diffusion over the past 25 years 
and its role in the broader ecosystem that is required to support innovation and equitable access to 
medical technologies. The webinar “Trade and Public Health: Dissemination of Health Technologies” 
forms part of a series of events to mark the 25th anniversary of the TRIPS Agreement. 
 
Statement of Director-General Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala on USTR Tai’s statement on the TRIPS 
waiver 

http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=210503c
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=210503c
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=210503c
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=210503c
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=210503c
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=210503c
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=210503b
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=210503b
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=210503b
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=210503b
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=210503b
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=210503
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=210503
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=210503
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=210503
https://unctad.org/media-centre
https://unctad.org/press-material/global-e-commerce-jumps-267-trillion-covid-19-boosts-online-retail-sales
http://www.wcoomd.org/
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/media/newsroom/2021/may/85-metric-tons-of-bomb-making-materials-seized.aspx
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/media/newsroom/2021/may/85-metric-tons-of-bomb-making-materials-seized.aspx
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news21_e/heal_07may21_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news21_e/dgno_06may21_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news21_e/dgno_06may21_e.htm


   

  

6 May 2021 
   “I read with interest the statement made yesterday by USTR Katherine Tai and I warmly welcome 
her willingness to engage with proponents of a temporary waiver of the TRIPS Agreement to help in 
combatting the COVID-19 pandemic. As I told the General Council yesterday, we need to respond 
urgently to COVID-19 because the world is watching and people are dying. I am pleased that the 
proponents are preparing a revision to their proposal and I urge them to put this on the table as soon 
as possible so that text-based negotiations can commence. It is only by sitting down together that we 
will find a pragmatic way forward — acceptable to all members — which enhances developing 
countries’ access to vaccines while protecting and sustaining the research and innovation so vital to the 
production of these life-saving vaccines.” 
 
General Council - Remarks by DG Okonjo-Iweala on the IP waiver 
5 May 2021 
Speech 
 
EIF launches policy briefs to develop trade opportunities for least-developed countries 
4 May 2021 
   The Enhanced Integrated Framework (EIF) released on 4 May three policy briefs recommending 
actions to boost the participation of least-developed countries (LDCs) in international trade. The briefs 
look at integrating trade into sustainable development strategies, using tourism to support recovery 
from the COVID-19 pandemic and strengthening value chains in the clothing sector in LDCs. 
 
DG Okonjo-Iweala announces her four Deputy Directors-General 
4 May 2021 
   Director-General Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala today (4 May) announced the appointment of Angela Ellard of 
the United States, Anabel González of Costa Rica, Ambassador Jean-Marie Paugam of France and 
Ambassador Xiangchen Zhang of China as her four Deputy Directors-General. 
 
:::::: 
 
IPU  Inter-Parliamentary Union   [to 8 May 2021] 
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases 
Press releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Court of Justice  [to 8 May 2021] 
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Criminal Court (ICC)  [to 8 May 2021] 
Trying individuals for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/ 
News 
Dominic Ongwen sentenced to 25 years of imprisonment 
Press Release   5 May 2021 
 
:::::: 
 
World Bank [to 8 May 2021] 

https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/spno_e/spno9_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news21_e/if_04may21_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news21_e/dgno_04may21_e.htm
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases
https://www.icc-cpi.int/
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=pr1590


   

  

http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
Selected News, Announcements 
EdTech Toolkit for Remote Learning 
Remote learning can ensure that students continue learning through a variety of avenues. While digital 
technologies can offer a wide set of capabilities for remote learning, most education systems in low-...  
Date: May 06, 2021 Type: Brief 
 
The Gendered Impacts of COVID-19 on Labor Markets in Latin America and the Caribbean 
Challenge Despite 30 years of progress in advancing gender equality in Latin America and the 
Caribbean (LAC), gender gaps remain. For instance, despite progress made building the female labor 
force over...  
Date: May 05, 2021 Type: Result Brief  
 
Marching Towards an Equitable Economic Recovery in Eastern and Southern Africa 
The coming months will be challenging, but also present opportunity to implement reforms and 
interventions that contribute to long term and inclusive growth Covid-19 has reversed the downward 
trend in...  
Date: May 05, 2021 Type: Opinion 
 
10 Policy Actions for School Reopening and Learning Recovery 
The global COVID-19 pandemic closed schools around the world, leaving more than 1.6 billion children 
out of school in the early months of the pandemic. According to a recent UNICEF calculation, around...  
Date: May 05, 2021 Type: Factsheet  
 
Better Working Conditions Can Improve Safety and Productivity of Artisanal and Small-
Scale Miners Around the World 
WASHINGTON, May 4, 2021 — A new World Bank and Pact report finds that better working conditions 
can improve productivity, health, and safety for the over 44 million artisanal miners across 80 
countries...  
Date: May 04, 2021 Type: Press Release  
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
Key Facts: World Bank Group Vaccine Announcement 
COVID-19 vaccines, alongside widespread testing, improved treatment and strong health systems are 
critical to save lives and strengthen the global economic recovery. To provide relief for vulnerable 
populations...  
Date: May 03, 2021 Type: Factsheet  
 
 
IMF  [to 8 May 2021] 
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article 
News, Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
African Development Bank Group  [to 8 May 2021] 
https://www.afdb.org/en 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all
http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/edutech/brief/edtech-toolkit-for-remote-learning
http://www.worldbank.org/en/results/2021/05/05/the-gendered-impacts-of-covid-19-on-labor-markets-in-latin-america-and-the-caribbean
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/opinion/2021/05/05/marching-towards-an-equitable-economic-recovery-in-eastern-and-southern-africa
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/factsheet/2021/04/30/notes-on-school-reopening-and-learning-recovery
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2021/05/03/better-working-conditions-can-improve-safety-and-productivity-of-artisanal-and-small-scale-miners-around-the-world
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2021/05/03/better-working-conditions-can-improve-safety-and-productivity-of-artisanal-and-small-scale-miners-around-the-world
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/factsheet/2020/10/15/world-bank-group-vaccine-announcement---key-facts
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article
https://www.afdb.org/en


   

  

Asian Development Bank  [to 8 May 2021] 
http://www.adb.org/news/releases 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-
level announcements are added each week] 
Latest News Releases 
5 May 2021 
Asia-Pacific Can Emerge From Pandemic "Stronger Than Before" — ADB President 
   The Asia and the Pacific region can emerge from the COVID-19 pandemic “even stronger than 
before” by focusing on five areas to help achieve a prosperous, inclusive, resilient, and sustainable 
future, ADB President... 
 
4 May 2021 
ADB to Enhance Adaptation and Resilience in Response to Climate Change Threat 
   The Asian Development Bank will increase its focus on adaptation and resilience to climate change in 
response to the growing threat facing Asia and the Pacific. 
 
4 May 2021 
ADB's Private Sector Operations Deliver Crucial Support for Region’s COVID-19 Response 
in 2020  
   The Asian Development Bank (ADB) committed nearly $2.9 billion in 2020 for private sector 
operations to help companies, employees and poor communities across the region manage the impact 
of the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic... 
 
3 May 2021 
ADB Launches Tax Hub to Enhance Domestic Resource Mobilization and International Tax 
Cooperation 
   The Asian Development Bank (ADB) today launched an Asia Pacific Tax Hub to create an open and 
inclusive platform to promote strategic policy dialogue, improve knowledge sharing, and strengthen 
coordination on tax policy and administration... 
 
 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank   [to 8 May 2021] 
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-
level announcements are added each week] 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 8 May 2021] 
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news 
News 
04 MAY  
Small-scale farmers in remote areas of Haiti receive help for food production and COVID-
19  
   …The Emergency Project for Strengthening the Resilience of Small Farmers to the Consequences of 
the COVID-19 Pandemic (PURRACO, by its French acronym) is a US$ 5.8 million project ($ 5million 
from IFAD; $ 0.5 million from the Haitian Government and a beneficiaries’ in kind contribution of $ 0.3 
million). It will benefit 3,250 poor rural households (around 13,000 people, half of whom will be 
women and 30 per cent youth)… 
 

http://www.adb.org/news/releases
https://www.adb.org/news/asia-pacific-can-emerge-pandemic-stronger-adb-president
https://www.adb.org/news/asia-pacific-can-emerge-pandemic-stronger-adb-president
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-enhance-adaptation-and-resilience-response-climate-change-threat
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-enhance-adaptation-and-resilience-response-climate-change-threat
https://www.adb.org/news/adbs-private-sector-operations-deliver-crucial-support-region-s-covid-19-response-2020
https://www.adb.org/news/adbs-private-sector-operations-deliver-crucial-support-region-s-covid-19-response-2020
https://www.adb.org/news/adbs-private-sector-operations-deliver-crucial-support-region-s-covid-19-response-2020
https://www.adb.org/news/adbs-private-sector-operations-deliver-crucial-support-region-s-covid-19-response-2020
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-launches-tax-hub-enhance-domestic-resource-mobilization-international-tax-cooperation
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-launches-tax-hub-enhance-domestic-resource-mobilization-international-tax-cooperation
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-launches-tax-hub-enhance-domestic-resource-mobilization-international-tax-cooperation
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-launches-tax-hub-enhance-domestic-resource-mobilization-international-tax-cooperation
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/-/small-scale-farmers-in-remote-areas-of-haiti-receive-help-for-food-production-and-covid-19?p_l_back_url=%2Fen%2Fweb%2Flatest%2Fnews
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/-/small-scale-farmers-in-remote-areas-of-haiti-receive-help-for-food-production-and-covid-19?p_l_back_url=%2Fen%2Fweb%2Flatest%2Fnews


   

  

 
Islamic Development Bank  [to 8 May 2021] 
https://www.isdb.org/ 
News 
IsDB President & UN’s Deputy Secretary General Explore Cooperation on Islamic Social 
Finance 
4 May 2021 
 

 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 
 

:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
   We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new research and 
major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, collaborations, and initiatives 
across the human rights, humanitarian response and development spheres of action.  WE will not 
reference fundraising announcements, programs, events or appeals, and generally not include content 
which is primarily photo-documentation or video in format. 
 
 
Action Contre la Faim – Action Against Hunger  [to 8 May 2021] 
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org 
Communiqués de presse 
Climat 
Restaurer les terres au Niger 
Posté le 4 mai 2021  
   La dégradation des terres agricoles, qui s’est intensifiée au Niger ces dernières années, présente de 
véritables défis, à la fois climatiques et sociaux. En réponse, le projet RESILAC propose de nombreuses 
solutions ciblées aux populations. 
 
 
Alliance for International Medical Action (ALIMA)  [to 8 May 2021] 
https://alima.ngo/en/ 
PRESS RELEASES 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 8 May 2021] 
https://newsroom.amref.org/category/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases     
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Aravind Eye Care System  [to 8 May 2021] 
https://aravind.org/ 
Aravind News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Blue Shield International  [to 8 May 2021] 
https://theblueshield.org/category/bsi-news/ 

https://www.isdb.org/
https://www.isdb.org/news/isdb-president-uns-deputy-secretary-general-explore-cooperation-on-islamic-social-finance
https://www.isdb.org/news/isdb-president-uns-deputy-secretary-general-explore-cooperation-on-islamic-social-finance
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/
https://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/a-la-une/climat-restaurer-les-terres-au-niger/
https://alima.ngo/en/
http://amref.org/news/news/
https://newsroom.amref.org/category/press-releases/
https://aravind.org/
https://theblueshield.org/category/bsi-news/


   

  

BSI News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BRAC  [to 8 May 2021] 
http://www.brac.net/#news 
Latest  
May 09, 2021 
Online onboarding: Welcoming the next generation of changemakers 
 
May 05, 2021 
The Circular RMG Practices in a Remote Rural Setting 
 
 
Clubhouse International  [to 8 May 2021] 
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html 
News/Events 
News 
American Psychiatric Association Honors Clubhouse International 
May 5, 2021  
   Clubhouse International was deeply honored to receive the Special Presidential Commendation 
Award at the American Psychiatric Association (APA) 2021 Annual Meeting. 
   The prestigious award was presented by Jeffrey Geller, M.D., M.P.H. during the 65th Convocation of 
Distinguished Fellows. The award recognizes the evidence-based, cost-effective Clubhouse model of 
psychosocial rehabilitation as a leading recovery resource for people living with mental illness around 
the world. 
 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 8 May 2021] 
https://drc.ngo/ 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ECPAT  [to 8 May 2021]  
http://www.ecpat.net/news 
News from ECPAT 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
EIFL – Electronic Information for Libraries  [to 8 May 2021] 
https://www.eifl.net/news 
EIFL works with libraries to enable access to knowledge for education, learning, research and 
sustainable community development 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Fountain House  [to 8 May 2021] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/  
Press Releases/Events 

http://www.brac.net/#news
http://blog.brac.net/online-onboarding-welcoming-the-next-generation-of-changemakers/
http://blog.brac.net/online-onboarding-welcoming-the-next-generation-of-changemakers/
http://blog.brac.net/online-onboarding-welcoming-the-next-generation-of-changemakers/
http://blog.brac.net/online-onboarding-welcoming-the-next-generation-of-changemakers/
http://blog.brac.net/the-circular-rmg-practices-in-a-remote-rural-setting/
http://blog.brac.net/the-circular-rmg-practices-in-a-remote-rural-setting/
http://blog.brac.net/the-circular-rmg-practices-in-a-remote-rural-setting/
http://blog.brac.net/the-circular-rmg-practices-in-a-remote-rural-setting/
https://youtu.be/PJm5Bo6VQh8
https://youtu.be/PJm5Bo6VQh8
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html
https://clubhouse-intl.org/american-psychiatric-association-honors-clubhouse-international/
https://drc.ngo/
http://www.ecpat.net/news
https://www.eifl.net/news
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press


   

  

No new digest content identified. 
 
 
GE2P2 Global  [to 8 May 2021] 
www.ge2p2.org 
News/Analysis/Statements/Webinars 
:: Past weekly editions of Vaccines and Global Health: The Week in Review are available here. 
:: [NEW] Informed Consent: A Monthly Review – May 2021 is now posted here 
  
 
Humanity & Inclusion  [nee Handicap International]  [to 8 May 2021]  
https://hi.org/en/index 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Heifer International  [to 8 May 2021] 
https://www.heifer.org/ 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HelpAge International  [to 8 May 2021]  
https://www.helpage.org/newsroom/latest-news/ 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
Generation Equality: Don't side-line older women! 
   After the first meeting of the UN Generation Equality Campaign in Mexico, HelpAge is appealing to 
leaders, civil society and feminist movements not to side-line older women if they want to achieve the 
desired progress towards gender equality. 
Posted: 06 May 2021 

 
 
ICRC  [to 8 May 2021] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports       
International Humanitarian Law Bibliography 
   The ICRC International Humanitarian Law Bibliography lists references to English and French 
publications on international humanitarian law. 
06-05-2021 | Article 
   
Multilateralism plays an important role in alleviating suffering and creating conditions for 
peace 
   Statement by the International Committee of the Red Cross, delivered by Laetitia Courtois, 
Permanent Observer, to Interactive Dialogue to commemorate and promote the International Day of 
Multilateralism and Diplomacy for Peace. 
05-05-2021 | Statement 
   
ICRC response to COVID-19: Near and Middle East 
   A YEAR OF LOSS, DISRUPTION, SOLIDARITY AND HOPE One year on since the outbreak of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, this newsletter provides an overview of the ICRC response across the Near and 
Middle East and illustrates how, despite many additional challenges 

http://www.ge2p2.org/
https://centerforvaccineethicsandpolicy.net/
https://ge2p2global-centerforinformedconsentintegrity.org/
https://hi.org/en/index
https://www.heifer.org/
https://www.helpage.org/newsroom/latest-news/
https://www.helpage.org/newsroom/latest-news/generation-equality-dont-sideline-older-women/
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/international-humanitarian-law-bibliography
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/multilateralism-plays-important-role-alleviating-suffering-and-creating-conditions-peace
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/multilateralism-plays-important-role-alleviating-suffering-and-creating-conditions-peace
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/icrc-response-covid-19-near-and-middle-east


   

  

05-05-2021 | Report 
   
Health-care providers, patients suffer thousands of attacks on health care services the 
past 5 years, ICRC data shows 
   Health-care providers and patients have suffered through thousands of attacks on health care 
systems in the roughly five years since the U.N. Security Council demanded an end to impunity for 
such attacks, according to data recorded by the ICRC. 
03-05-2021 | News release 
 
 
IFRC   [to 8 May 2021] 
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
Palau 
WFP’s Pacific Humanitarian Air Service and the Red Cross join forces to deliver relief to 
typhoon-devastated Palau 
    AIRAI, Palau – Relief aid is arriving in Palau after Typhoon Surigae left a trail of destruction across 
the tiny island state of Palau, damaging some 1500 homes, destroying roads, and cutting off water and 
power supplies. To transport vital relief supp … 
7 May 2021 
 
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines 
La Soufrière Volcano: Humanitarian needs remain urgent, as ongoing volcanic activity 
prevents return home 
   Panama/Geneva/Kingstown, SVG, 7 May 2021 – One month after the explosive eruption of La 
Soufrière volcano, uncertainty remains, as ongoing volcanic activity prevents people from returning 
home and hurricane season approaches. Red Cross has supported m … 
7 May 2021 
 
Bangladesh, India, Nepal, Pakistan 
South Asia: Urgent action needed to prevent further human catastrophe 
   Kuala Lumpur/Kathmandu/Delhi/Geneva, 5 May 2021 – Urgent international support is needed to 
prevent a worsening human catastrophe in countries across South Asia as India’s total COVID-19 
infections soar past 20 million.  In Nepal, many hospitals are fu … 
5 May 2021 
 
 
International Medical Corps (IMC)   [to 8 May 2021] 
https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/ 
Selected Press Releases/Updates / Alerts 

No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IRC  International Rescue Committee  [to 8 May 2021] 
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 
Media highlights [Selected] 
Press Release   
The IRC is extremely concerned about the safety of migrants and refugees being returned 
to Libya 
May 4, 2021  
 

https://www.icrc.org/en/document/health-care-providers-patients-suffer-thousands-attacks-health-care-services-past-5-years
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/health-care-providers-patients-suffer-thousands-attacks-health-care-services-past-5-years
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/wfps-pacific-humanitarian-air-service-and-the-red-cross-join-forces-to-deliver-relief-to-typhoon-devastated-palau/
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/wfps-pacific-humanitarian-air-service-and-the-red-cross-join-forces-to-deliver-relief-to-typhoon-devastated-palau/
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/la-soufriere-volcano-humanitarian-needs-remain-urgent/
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https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/irc-extremely-concerned-about-safety-migrants-and-refugees-being-returned-libya
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/irc-extremely-concerned-about-safety-migrants-and-refugees-being-returned-libya
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/irc-extremely-concerned-about-safety-migrants-and-refugees-being-returned-libya
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/irc-extremely-concerned-about-safety-migrants-and-refugees-being-returned-libya


   

  

Press Release  
Tigray six months on; women still bear the brunt of conflict, warns IRC 
May 3, 2021  
 
Press Release  
IRC: President Biden’s refugee decision “Good for America, Good for Refugees” 
May 3, 2021  
 
 
IRCT  [to 8 May 2021] 
https://irct.org/ 
Latest News 
News   08 May 2021  
Colombia: "Despite the torture, people are still fighting"  
 
 
Islamic Relief Worldwide  [to 8 May 2021]  
https://www.islamic-relief.org/ 
Selected Press Releases 
Ethiopia 
Ramadan is a month of equality between rich and poor people – Supporting Halima from 
Ethiopia 
Published: 5 May, 2021  
 
 
Landsea   [to 8 May 2021] 
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Medecins du Monde   [to 8 May 2021]  
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/ 
Selected Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Mercy Corps [to 8 May 2021] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
News Releases & Alerts  
May 06, 2021  
Nepal Facing ‘COVID-19 Catastrophe’ as Cases Hit New Record 
   Nepal recorded a daily record 9,070 COVID-19 cases on Thursday 6 May, as the second wave of the 
pandemic seen in India...  
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 8 May 2021]  
http://www.msf.org/ 
Latest [Selected Announcements 
Refugees, IDPs and people on the move  
Burkina Faso: providing healthcare in a region ravaged by violence  
Project Update 4 May 2021  

https://www.rescue.org/press-release/tigray-six-months-women-still-bear-brunt-conflict-warns-irc
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https://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/nepal-covid-cases-rise
http://www.msf.org/
https://www.msf.org/burkina-faso-providing-healthcare-region-ravaged-violence


   

  

 
 
Operation Smile  [to 8 May 2021] 
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office 
Program Schedule 
Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve every 
opportunity for safe surgical care.  
 
  
OXFAM [to 8 May 2021] 
https://www.oxfam.org/en/ 
Press Releases         
Oxfam India welcomes the US decision to back IP waiver for COVID-19 vaccines 
6 May 2021 
   Oxfam India welcomes the US decision to back the waiver of intellectual property protections for 
COVID-19 vaccines.  
  
People’s Vaccine Alliance lauds US decision to break open Covid-19 monopolies and urges 
others to follow US lead 
6 May 2021 
   The United States government last night moved to support a waiver of intellectual property 
protections of the Covid-19 vaccine. The People’s Vaccine Alliance has been campaigning to suspend 
Covid-19 intellectual property protections and has this reaction: This is the decision the world needed: 
by backing a waiver of intellectual property protections for Covid-19 vaccines the Biden Administration 
can increase the global supply of vaccines and deal a deathblow to the Covid-19 pandemic.  
 
Petersberg Climate Dialogue must step up climate action in critical year 
5 May 2021 
   Governments must build back better low carbon economies post the pandemic to avoid fuelling the 
climate crisis, warned Oxfam today ahead of the Petersberg Climate Dialogue on 6-7 May.  The virtual 
meeting will bring together government ministers from across the globe to discuss international climate 
action ahead of this year’s critical UN summit COP26 in autumn.  
 
Reaction to Global Food Crises Report  
5 May 2021 
   In response to the Global Report on Food Crises released today, Oxfam International’s Global Advisor 
for Emergency Food Security and Livelihoods Emily Farr said: “Oxfam is deeply concerned by the 
findings from the Global Report on Food Crises released today, which show that the confluence of 
conflict, economic shocks including from COVID-19, and extreme weather exacerbated by climate 
change has radically increased extreme hunger and inequality around the globe. 
 
Over 5 million people face extreme hunger as the Tigray conflict surges past six months – 
Oxfam 
3 May 2021 
   Six months after the conflict erupted in Tigray, thousands of farmers have nothing to plant ahead of 
the rainy season as the crisis compounded by climate-fueled locust devastated their tools and livestock 
and pushed over 5 million people to extreme levels of hunger, warned Oxfam today.  
 
  
Norwegian Refugee Council   [to 8 May 2021] 
http://www.nrc.no/ 

http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office
http://www.operationsmile.org/approach/program-schedule
https://www.oxfam.org/en/
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/oxfam-india-welcomes-us-decision-back-ip-waiver-covid-19-vaccines-0
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/peoples-vaccine-alliance-lauds-us-decision-break-open-covid-19-monopolies-and-urges
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/peoples-vaccine-alliance-lauds-us-decision-break-open-covid-19-monopolies-and-urges
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/petersberg-climate-dialogue-must-step-climate-action-critical-year
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/petersberg-climate-dialogue-must-step-climate-action-critical-year
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/reaction-global-food-crises-report
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/covid-19-cost-women-globally-over-800-billion-lost-income-one-year
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/covid-19-cost-women-globally-over-800-billion-lost-income-one-year
http://www.nrc.no/


   

  

Latest news  
Libya | 03. May 2021  
More migrants die trying to cross Mediterranean 
   Statement by the Norwegian Refugee Council's country director in Libya, Dax Roque, on the latest 
tragedy of migrants dying in the Mediterranean.  
 
 
Pact  [to 8 May 2021] 
http://www.pactworld.org/  
Latest News  
May 4, 2021 
Better working conditions can improve safety and productivity of artisanal and small-scale 
miners around the world  
   A new World Bank and Pact report finds that better working conditions can improve productivity, 
health, and safety for the over 44 million artisanal miners...  
 
 
Partners In Health  [to 8 May 2021] 
https://www.pih.org/news 
News     
PHOTOS: PIH Celebrates Groundbreaking for Maternal Center of Excellence in Sierra Leone  
The state-of-the-art teaching hospital is designed not only to provide a new level of care for Sierra 
Leonean women and families, but also to set new standards for what's possible around the world.  
May 7, 2021    
 
In Peru, Mothers Form Knitting Co-Op To Support Families 
From sweaters to blankets to beanies, Wawa Pacha has many products, but one mission: to help 
mothers in Carabayllo earn income to keep their families healthy.  
May 6, 2021    
 
One Year Into Pandemic, Honoring the Strain, and Triumph, of Nurses  
In honor of National Nurses Week, PIH leaders and nursing professionals discuss how nurses have 
been key to COVID-19 response, learned and grown through the pandemic, and shown a path forward 
beyond this moment of crisis.  
May 5, 2021    
 
In Mexico, Midwives Offer Care Rooted In Ancestral Tradition 
Midwives have been central to shaping maternal care in Mexico. At Casa Materna, midwives work 
alongside nurses and doctors, combining traditional and modern forms of care for women at all stages 
of pregnancy.  
May 5, 2021    
 
Petition: U.S. Must Support Patent Waiver for COVID-19 Vaccines 
During the WTO meeting on May 5, Pres. Joseph R. Biden must support the TRIPS waiver to release 
patent protections that prevent the global mass production of COVID-19 vaccines.  
May 4, 2021  
 
 
PATH  [to 8 May 2021]  
https://www.path.org/media-center/  
Press Releases 

https://www.nrc.no/news/2021/may/more-migrants-die-trying-to-cross-mediterranean/
http://www.pactworld.org/
https://www.pactworld.org/news/better-working-conditions-can-improve-safety-and-productivity-artisanal-and-small-scale-miners
https://www.pactworld.org/news/better-working-conditions-can-improve-safety-and-productivity-artisanal-and-small-scale-miners
https://www.pih.org/news
https://www.pih.org/article/photos-pih-celebrates-groundbreaking-maternal-center-excellence-sierra-leone
https://www.pih.org/article/peru-mothers-form-knitting-co-op-support-families
https://www.pih.org/article/one-year-pandemic-honoring-strain-and-triumph-nurses
https://www.pih.org/article/mexico-midwives-offer-care-rooted-ancestral-tradition
https://www.pih.org/article/petition-us-must-support-patent-waiver-covid-19-vaccines
https://www.path.org/media-center/


   

  

No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Plan International/BORNEfonden  [to 8 May 2021] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Save The Children [to 8 May 2021] 
https://www.savethechildren.net/news 
News 
8 May 2021 - Afghanistan 
Statement on Kabul school bomb attack 
 
7 May 2021 - India 
Save the Children fears trafficking and abuse amid social media pleas to adopt India’s 
Covid orphans 
 
7 May 2021 - occupied Palestinian territory 
Concerns about escalating violence and threat to children in occupied West Bank 
 
6 May 2021 - Colombia 
Children and youth must be kept safe during protest in Colombia 
 
6 May 2021 - United Kingdom 
Waiver by Biden is great step, sharing of vaccine-recipes should be next 
 
6 May 2021 - Syria 
North West Syria: Schools and children still under attack despite year of ceasefire  
 
4 May 2021 - India 
INDIA: Grave concerns for young children and pregnant women amidst COVID-19 crisis  
 
4 May 2021 - Ethiopia 
Six months on: Almost 5,000 children separated from parents by conflict in Tigray 
 
 
Tostan  [to 8 May 2021] 
http://www.tostan.org 
News/Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Women for Women International [to 8 May 2021]  
https://www.womenforwomen.org/blogs 
Blogs & Updates 
May 7, 2021  
Meet the Staff: Ramone Segree, US Executive Director and Vice President, Marketing, 
Development, and Communications  
 
 

http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre
https://www.savethechildren.net/news
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/statement-kabul-school-bomb-attack
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/statement-kabul-school-bomb-attack
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https://www.savethechildren.net/news/save-children-fears-trafficking-and-abuse-amid-social-media-pleas-adopt-india%E2%80%99s-covid-orphans
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/concerns-about-escalating-violence-and-threat-children-occupied-west-bank
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https://www.savethechildren.net/news/waiver-biden-great-step-sharing-vaccine-recipes-should-be-next
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https://www.savethechildren.net/news/north-west-syria-schools-and-children-still-under-attack-despite-year-ceasefire
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/north-west-syria-schools-and-children-still-under-attack-despite-year-ceasefire
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/india-grave-concerns-young-children-and-pregnant-women-amidst-covid-19-crisis
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/india-grave-concerns-young-children-and-pregnant-women-amidst-covid-19-crisis
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/six-months-almost-5000-children-separated-parents-conflict-tigray
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/six-months-almost-5000-children-separated-parents-conflict-tigray
http://www.tostan.org/
https://www.womenforwomen.org/blogs
https://www.womenforwomen.org/blogs/meet-staff-ramone-segree
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World Vision  [to 8 May 2021] 
http://wvi.org/ 
Newsroom  
 World Vision responds to Global Report on Food Crises   
May 5th 2021  
  
 :::::: 
 
Electronic Frontiers Foundation   [to 8 May 2021] 
https://www.eff.org/updates?type=press_release 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
  
Freedom House [to 8 May 2021]  
https://freedomhouse.org/ 
Latest Updates  
After Lukashenka: Healing a Divided Country  
Perspectives  
May 6, 2021 
 
The CCP Hand Behind China’s Xinjiang Cotton Backlash  
Perspectives  
May 3, 2021 
 
 
Human Rights Watch  [to 8 May 2021] 
https://www.hrw.org/ 
Featured Commentary, Announcements, Statements 
May 6, 2021  
Afghanistan: Health Care for Women Hit by Aid Cuts  
   Falling donor support for essential services in Afghanistan is reducing women’s access to essential 
health care, Human Rights Watch said in a report released today. More cuts are likely in coming 
months following the announcement by United States President Joe Biden that the US will withdraw all 
its forces from Afghanistan by September 11, 2021. 
   Read the Report  
   Watch the Video  
   Interview: In Afghanistan, Buying the Scalpel for Your Own Child’s Birth  
 
Africa   May 6, 2021 
Commentary  
Will South Sudan rein in its notorious National Security Service?  
Carine Kaneza Nantulya  
Africa Advocacy Director 
Published in: African Arguments  
   
May 6, 2021   News Release  
COVAX: Enhance Transparency, Share Intellectual Property  
   
May 6, 2021   News Release  
Myanmar: Junta Bans Satellite Television  

http://wvi.org/newsroom
https://www.wvi.org/newsroom/hunger-crisis/world-vision-responds-global-report-food-crises
https://www.wvi.org/newsroom/hunger-crisis/world-vision-responds-global-report-food-crises
https://www.wvi.org/newsroom/hunger-crisis/world-vision-responds-global-report-food-crises
https://www.wvi.org/newsroom/hunger-crisis/world-vision-responds-global-report-food-crises
https://www.wvi.org/newsroom/hunger-crisis/world-vision-responds-global-report-food-crises
https://www.wvi.org/newsroom/hunger-crisis/world-vision-responds-global-report-food-crises
https://www.eff.org/updates?type=press_release
https://freedomhouse.org/
https://freedomhouse.org/article/after-lukashenka-healing-divided-country
https://freedomhouse.org/article/after-lukashenka-healing-divided-country
https://freedomhouse.org/article/ccp-hand-behind-chinas-xinjiang-cotton-backlash
https://freedomhouse.org/article/ccp-hand-behind-chinas-xinjiang-cotton-backlash
https://freedomhouse.org/article/dismantling-lgbt-rights-means-control-russia
https://freedomhouse.org/article/dismantling-lgbt-rights-means-control-russia
https://www.hrw.org/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/05/06/afghanistan-health-care-women-hit-aid-cuts
https://www.hrw.org/report/2021/05/06/i-would-four-kids-if-we-stay-alive/womens-access-health-care-afghanistan
https://www.hrw.org/report/2021/05/06/i-would-four-kids-if-we-stay-alive/womens-access-health-care-afghanistan
https://www.hrw.org/video-photos/video/2021/05/06/378623
https://www.hrw.org/video-photos/video/2021/05/06/378623
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/05/06/interview-afghanistan-buying-scalpel-your-own-childs-birth
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/05/06/interview-afghanistan-buying-scalpel-your-own-childs-birth
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/05/06/will-south-sudan-rein-its-notorious-national-security-service
https://www.hrw.org/about/people/carine-kaneza-nantulya
https://africanarguments.org/2020/12/will-south-sudan-rein-in-its-notorious-national-security-service/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/05/06/covax-enhance-transparency-share-intellectual-property
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/05/06/myanmar-junta-bans-satellite-television


   

  

 
 
Transparency International  [to 8 May 2021] 
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases 
Press 
Time to suspend intellectual property protections on COVID-19 vaccines 
Issued by Transparency International’s Working Group on COVID-19 Vaccines 
   The COVID-19 health crisis has already cost humanity countless lives. It has dramatically increased 
corruption in public procurement and access to healthcare and jeopardised the rule of law and civil…  
07 May 2021  
 
No more deaths and violence: Colombians need to move toward an informed and inclusive 
dialogue 
Issued by Transparency International Colombia 
   Transparencia por Colombia, Transparency International’s national chapter, condemns the deaths 
and unjustified aggressions that have taken place in Colombia during the recent protests. We reject 
all…  
06 May 2021  
 
El Salvador: Decisions undermining independence of justice institutions should be revisited 
   Transparency International condemns actions to consolidate power by the executive government in 
El Salvador. We call on President Nayib Bukele and the Legislative Assembly to follow the due process…  
03 May 2021  
 
:::::  
 
ChildFund Alliance  [to 8 May 2021] 
https://childfundalliance.org/ 
News/ Statements 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
CONCORD  [to 8 May 2021] 
http://concordeurope.org/  
Latest News and Events 
Setting the highest standards for Global Europe implementation 
May 6, 2021  
   Global Europe – the new EU development cooperation instrument – will be implemented in a context 
of 80 million people globally facing long-term forced displacement. This number is expected to increase 
due to climate crises, conflicts and food insecurity in the near future. Our recommendations are setting 
the highest standards for Global Europe implementation.  
 
 
The Elders  [to 8 May 2021] 
https://theelders.org/news-insight 
Selected Press Releases and Major Announcements 
Guest Blog 
Why democracy needs to open its doors to young people to tackle the climate crisis  
7 May 2021  

https://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases
https://www.transparency.org/en/press/time-to-suspend-intellectual-property-protections-on-covid-19-vaccines
https://www.transparency.org/en/press/no-more-deaths-and-violence-colombians-need-to-move-toward-an-informed-and-inclusive-dialogue
https://www.transparency.org/en/press/no-more-deaths-and-violence-colombians-need-to-move-toward-an-informed-and-inclusive-dialogue
https://www.transparency.org/en/press/el-salvador-judges-attorney-general-dismissal-undermine-independence-of-justice-institutions
https://childfundalliance.org/
http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/
https://concordeurope.org/2021/05/06/setting-the-highest-standards-for-global-europe-implementation/
https://theelders.org/news-insight
https://theelders.org/news/why-democracy-needs-open-its-doors-young-people-tackle-climate-crisis


   

  

   Linus Dolder, a young climate activist living in Germany, shares his thoughts on youth participation in 
political processes and why it is crucial to ensure leaders treat the climate crisis with the urgency it 
requires. 
 
News 
COVID-19 offers an opportunity to reform the multilateral system  
5 May 2021  
   As COVID-19 has exposed the wide failure of global governance, Ernesto Zedillo calls for the world to 
seize this opportunity to reform the multilateral system to ensure future accountability and 
effectiveness.  
 
 
Evidence Aid   [to 8 May 2021] 
Evidence Aid aims to save lives and livelihoods in disasters by providing decision-makers with the best 
available evidence and by championing its use. 
http://www.evidenceaid.org/ 
New Resources  
Hand washing promotion for preventing diarrhoea  Added May 3, 2021 
 
 
Gavi [to 8 May 2021] 
https://www.gavi.org/ 
News Releases 
6 May 2021 
Gavi signs agreement with Novavax to secure doses on behalf of COVAX Facility 
:: The signed advance purchase agreement (APA) is for a commitment to purchase 350 million doses of 
the Novavax vaccine candidate 
:: Deliveries will commence in Q3 2021, upon regulatory approval 
:: Doses supply self-financing participants of the COVAX Facility as well as lower-income economies 
eligible for donor-funded vaccines through the Gavi COVAX Advance market Commitment (AMC) 
 
 
Getty Conservation Institute   [to 8 May 2021] 
https://www.getty.edu/research/ 
Latest News   
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Global Fund  [to 8 May 2021] 
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/ 
News & Stories 
News  
Global Fund Approves US$75 million for India’s COVID-19 Response  
06 May 2021  
   The Global Fund has approved US$75 million in fast-track funding to support India’s response to the 
COVID-19 crisis that is devastating the country. This new funding will support India in purchasing 
oxygen concentrators and Pressure Swing Adsorption (PSA) oxygen plants to help meet the medium-
term needs for medical oxygen. 
 
 
ICVA - International Council of Voluntary Agencies   [to 8 May 2021] 

https://theelders.org/news/covid-19-offers-opportunity-reform-multilateral-system
http://www.evidenceaid.org/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/hand-washing-for-preventing-diarrhoea/
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https://www.gavi.org/
https://www.gavi.org/news/media-room/gavi-signs-agreement-novavax-secure-doses-behalf-covax-facility
https://www.getty.edu/research/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/2021-05-06-global-fund-approves-usd75-million-for-india-covid-19-response/


   

  

https://icvanetwork.org/ 
Latest resources, events, content 
ICVA 18th General Assembly 2021 - Day 1  
May 18, 2021 - 1:00pm to 3:30pm 
Online 
 
ICVA 18th General Assembly 2021- Day 2 19 May 2021  
May 19, 2021 - 1:00pm to 4:00pm 
Online 
 
ICVA Annual Conference 25 & 26 May 2021  
May 25, 2021 (All day) to May 26, 2021 (All day) 
Online 
 
 
InterAction  [to 8 May 2021] 
http://www.interaction.org/ 
Latest Updates 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
3ie  International Initiative for Impact Evaluation [to 8 May 2021] 
https://www.3ieimpact.org/ 
Publications/Events/Blogs 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CHS Alliance  [to 8 May 2021] 
http://chsalliance.org/ 
Our Impact 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Development Initiatives   [to 8 May 2021] 
http://devinit.org/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
::::::  
 
Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action 
(ALNAP)     [to 8 May 2021] 
http://www.alnap.org/ 
News/Blog/Events  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 8 May 2021] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre 
LATEST PRESS RELEASES 

https://icvanetwork.org/
https://www.icvanetwork.org/node/8737
https://www.icvanetwork.org/node/8856
https://www.icvanetwork.org/node/8837
http://www.interaction.org/
https://www.3ieimpact.org/
http://chsalliance.org/
http://devinit.org/news/
http://www.alnap.org/
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre


   

  

No new digest content identified. 
 

 
EHLRA/R2HC/HIF   [to 8 May 2021] 
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/ 
News 
UK Government reduces its funding to Elrha 
07.05.2021 
   One of Elrha’s donors, the UK Foreign Commonwealth and Development Office, has reduced its UK 
Aid budget for 2021/22. This follows its decision to reduce the foreign aid budget from 0.7% to 0.5% 
of total national income. 
   As a direct result, their contribution to Elrha for this period, and specifically for our Humanitarian 
Innovation Fund (HIF), has been reduced by approximately 65%. 
   We appreciate this is unsettling news for many of our key stakeholders and we are working 
as quickly as possible to understand what this reduction will mean for Elrha and the fantastic 
community of researchers and innovators we support.  
In preparation for these cuts, we have already:   
:: Undertaken a savings exercise, exploring where and how we could find savings and tested the 
feasibility of these proposals 
:: Delayed funding calls and spending where possible 
:: Set up a subcommittee of our Board of Trustees, to support us with decision making.  
 
 
Geneva Centre of Humanitarian Studies [nee CERAH] – [to 8 May 2021] 
https://humanitarianstudies.ch/ 
News/Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Groupe URD   [to 8 May 2021] 
https://www.urd.org/en/ 
Publications, Events, News 
Projects  
Localisation in the light of the COVID-19 pandemic and future systemic crises 
April 2021 - september 2021  
   During 2020, with the impact of the pandemic, local actors showed just how important they are in 
systemic crises of this kind. At the same time, the limits of the dominant model of partnership-based 
relations in the humanitarian sector became apparent. Groupe URD has decided to explore new 
practices to help establish new forms of partnership and collaboration between local, national and 
international aid organisations.  
   Funded by French Development Agency (AFD), Fondation de France, Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes Regional 
Council and Monegasque Cooperation  
 
 
International Humanitarian Studies Association  [to 8 May 2021] 
https://ihsa.info/  

Weekly humanitarian blog posts selection 
Covid and the failure of global solidarity 
26th April -2nd May 
   More than one year into the Covid pandemic, our selection this week has a number of 
reflections. The pandemic did not lead, as initially thought, to an outbreak of global solidarity. With 

http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/
https://www.elrha.org/news/uk-government-reduces-its-funding-to-elrha/
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/foreign-commonwealth-development-office
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https://www.elrha.org/programme/hif/
https://humanitarianstudies.ch/
https://www.urd.org/en/
https://www.urd.org/en/project/localisation-in-the-light-of-the-covid-19-pandemic-and-future-systemic-crises/
https://ihsa.info/
https://mailchi.mp/8032cbee4a0f/covid-and-the-failure-of-global-solidarity


   

  

India going through a deadly second wave, and vaccine nationalism in the West, inequality is more 
evident than ever. Locally, the pandemic has led to innovation, but others highlight ongoing global 
inequalities in organisations funded for public health programmes. Market-based approaches to health 
care in India and dependence on food imports in the Philipines have made the effects of the pandemic 
worse. 
   We also feature blogs on conflict, how peace agreements often fail to reduce violence, Yemen’s 
ceasefire agreements, and on the specifics of urban warfare. Finally, a blog about how complaints 
mechanisms for crisis-affected populations are still too Western-centric. 
 
 
INEE – an international network for education in emergencies   [to 8 May 2021] 
https://inee.org/ 
News/Events 
Webinar 
Accelerated Education Catch-Up Principles 
Organized by Accelerated Education Working Group (AEWG) 
Inter-agency Network for Education in Emergencies (INEE) 
13 May 2021, 1:00pm - 2:00pm  
 
 
Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP)  [to 8 May 2021] 
https://phap.org/ 
Association news, events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Sphere  [to 8 May 2021] 
https://spherestandards.org/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Start Network [to 8 May 2021] 
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs 
News and Blog  
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
Brookings    [to 8 May 2021] 
http://www.brookings.edu/ 
Accessed 8 May 2021 
Access to Health Care  
Income volatility and health care decision-making 
Mina Addo and Lisa Servon 
Thursday, May 6, 2021  
 
Essay  
Designing a public option that would reduce health care provider prices 
Matthew Fiedler 
Wednesday, May 5, 2021  

https://inee.org/
https://inee.org/events/accelerated-education-catch-principles
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Demographics & Population  
Turnout in 2020 election spiked among both Democratic and Republican voting groups, 
new census data shows 
William H. Frey 
May 5, 2021  
 
Regulatory Policy  
“Notice-and-comment” and business regulation in the developing world 
Markus Taussig and Edmund Malesky 
Tuesday, May 4, 2021  
 
 
Center for Global Development    [to 8 May 2021] 
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center 
Publication 
May 5, 2021 
Incentivising Investment in Human Capital through the European Fund for Sustainable 
Development 
   As the EU prepares to significantly scale up its deployment of blended finance, guarantees, and other 
risk-sharing tools aimed at stimulating investment in developing countries, and, in the face of spiralling 
needs as a result of COVID-19, this paper analyses how the EU could use its development budget to 
incentivise private investment in human capital. The paper provides three contributions. 
Mikaela Gavas and Samuel Pleeck  
 
May 4, 2021 
Should Governments and Donors Prioritize Investments in Foundational Literacy and 
Numeracy? 
   Students around the world lack foundational literacy and numeracy skills at striking rates. This essay 
examines the potential channels by which FLN investments and skills—which most systems teach in the 
early grades of primary school—may impact later schooling and subsequent life outcomes and the 
existing evidence for each channel. We find suggestive evidence for widening trajectories in school 
between students who master FLN skills in early grades and those who do not, although other factors 
may also explain the widening gaps. 
David Evans and Susannah Hares  
 
 
CSIS  
https://www.csis.org/ 
Accessed 8 May 2021 
Selected Report/Events 
Report 
Why Vaccine Confidence Matters to National Security 
   May 7, 2021 | Katherine E. Bliss, J. Stephen Morrison, Heidi J. Larson The CSIS-LSHTM High-Level 
Panel on Vaccine Confidence and Misinformation argues that vaccine confidence is essential to 
mitigating the Covid-19 pandemic and ensuring national security, and recommends bolstering 
confidence-building efforts in five critical areas.  
 
Report 
A Policymaker's Guide to the Global Fragility Act 

https://www.brookings.edu/research/turnout-in-2020-spiked-among-both-democratic-and-republican-voting-groups-new-census-data-shows/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/turnout-in-2020-spiked-among-both-democratic-and-republican-voting-groups-new-census-data-shows/
https://www.brookings.edu/experts/william-h-frey/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/notice-and-comment-and-business-regulation-in-the-developing-world-the-promises-and-pitfalls-of-digital-technology/
https://www.brookings.edu/author/markus-taussig/
https://www.brookings.edu/author/eddy-malesky/
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/incentivising-investment-human-capital-through-european-fund-sustainable-development
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/incentivising-investment-human-capital-through-european-fund-sustainable-development
https://www.cgdev.org/expert/mikaela-gavas
https://www.cgdev.org/staff/samuel-pleeck?qt-expert_tabs=0
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/should-governments-and-donors-prioritize-investments-foundational-literacy-and-numeracy
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/should-governments-and-donors-prioritize-investments-foundational-literacy-and-numeracy
https://www.cgdev.org/expert/david-evans
https://www.cgdev.org/expert/susannah-hares
https://www.csis.org/
https://www.csis.org/analysis/why-vaccine-confidence-matters-national-security
https://www.csis.org/people/katherine-e-bliss
https://www.csis.org/people/j-stephen-morrison
https://www.csis.org/people/heidi-j-larson
https://www.csis.org/analysis/policymakers-guide-global-fragility-act


   

  

   May 6, 2021 | Erol Yayboke, Daphne McCurdy, Annie Pforzheimer, Janina Staguhn The Global 
Fragility Act (GFA) is a real opportunity to reform how the United States approaches violent conflict 
prevention and mitigation. The GFA’s success is critical to the administration’s foreign policy objectives 
but will require swift action and strong leadership.  
 
 
Rand  [to 8 May 2021] 
https://www.rand.org/pubs.html 
Selected Research Reports, Featured Journal Articles 
Report 
How Does Defense Spending Affect Economic Growth? 
The authors consider the effect on economic growth if the United States were to reallocate funds from 
defense to infrastructure spending, change defense spending and apply the difference to public debt, 
or increase taxes to finance defense spending. 
May 7, 2021 
Bryan Rooney, Grant Johnson, Miranda Priebe 
 
Report 
Understanding the Cost to Deliver High-Quality Publicly Funded Pre-Kindergarten 
Programs 
RAND researchers use cost data collection and cost modeling to estimate the cost of a high-quality 
publicly funded pre-kindergarten program. They outline the challenges in understanding full program 
costs and the implications for policymakers. 
May 6, 2021 
Lynn A. Karoly, Jill S. Cannon, Celia J. Gomez, Anamarie A. Whitaker 
 
Research Brief 
High-Quality Publicly Funded Pre-Kindergarten Programs: How Much Do They Cost? 
There is strong evidence that children who attend high-quality pre-kindergarten programs learn skills 
that benefit them in school and life. In this brief, RAND researchers estimate the cost of such programs 
and outline implications. 
May 6, 2021 
Lynn A. Karoly, Jill S. Cannon, Celia J. Gomez, Anamarie A. Whitaker 
 
Research Brief 
Use of Tobacco Products Among Unaccompanied Youth Experiencing Homelessness 
To understand patterns of use and interest in quitting different types of tobacco products among youth 
experiencing homelessness, a RAND team surveyed these youth in Los Angeles County to inform 
efforts to reduce their use of tobacco products. 
May 5, 2021 
Joan S. Tucker, William G. Shadel, Erika Litvin Bloom, Rachana Seelam, Daniela Golinelli, Daniel 
Siconolfi, Michele Abbott, B. Lynette Staplefoote, Brett Ewing, Leslie Mullins 
 
Report 
Evaluation of Los Angeles County's COVID-19 Mental Health Campaign 
RAND evaluators found that a Los Angeles County Department of Mental Health campaign promoting 
awareness of county resources successfully reached residents, fostered a feeling of support among 
those it reached, and conveyed how to seek help. 
May 4, 2021 
Rebecca L. Collins, Nicole K. Eberhart, Amy L. Shearer, Elicia M. John, Elizabeth Roth 
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https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RRA252-1.html
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https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_briefs/RBA1036-1.html
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RRA875-1.html


   

  

Report 
Did Experience with Digital Instructional Materials Help Teachers Implement Remote 
Learning During the COVID-19 Pandemic? 
Researchers examine teachers' use of digital materials during the 2019–2020 school year, whether 
digital materials connected to main curricula, and how the use of digital materials before the pandemic 
connected to teaching during school closures. 
May 4, 2021 
Katie Tosh, Ashley Woo, Sy Doan 
 
Report 
COVID-19 and the Experiences of Populations at Greater Risk: Description and Top-Line 
Summary Data — Wave 3, Winter 2021 
This report presents the results of the third of four surveys on how Americans' health views and values 
have been affected by the COVID-19 pandemic, with a focus on populations deemed vulnerable or 
underserved. 
May 4, 2021 
Katherine Grace Carman, Anita Chandra, Delia Bugliari, Christopher Nelson, Carolyn Miller 
 
 
RoRI [Research on Research Institute]  [to 8 May 2021] 
http://researchonresearch.org/ 
We're an open and independent new initiative providing data, analysis and intelligence on how to make 
research systems more strategic, open, diverse and inclusive. 
RoRI News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Alan Turing Institute 
https://www.turing.ac.uk/news 
News, Research, Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Unitaid  [to 8 May 2021] 
https://unitaid.org/ 
Featured News 
06 May 2021 
Unitaid statement on US support for IP waiver for COVID-19 vaccines 
 
 
Urban Institute   [to 8 May 2021] 
https://www.urban.org/publications 
Publications 
Connection to Care in a Municipal Jail Setting  
This case study examines Long Beach, California’s experience piloting Connections to Care (C2C), a 
program designed to better connect people leaving the Long Beach municipal jail to social services in 
the community. Key features of the program were an embedded clinician in jail that provided release 
plans and referrals to services if needed and a graduate student fellow that coordinated transportation 
services,  
Jesse Jannetta, Travis Reginal 
May 7, 2021  
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Brief 
  
Homeownership Is Affordable Housing  
Faced with a shortage of affordable housing, policymakers are failing to take advantage of America’s 
biggest source of affordable housing: homeownership. Contrary to popular belief, owning one’s own 
home is frequently more affordable than renting. Nevertheless, many people cling to the idea that 
homeownership is reserved for people who achieve some arbitrary level of financial success and that it 
is not “  
Mike Loftin 
May 7, 2021  
Brief 
  
The Costs of Coordinating Two-Generation Programs  
Across the United States, interest has grown in two-generation approaches as a strategy for lifting 
families out of poverty. These approaches vary in the combination of services they offer and their 
target population, but they all share a common goal of supporting low-income children and their 
parents simultaneously so entire families can progress together (Aspen Ascend 2014). Despite the 
growing prominence of  
Amanda Gold, Peace Gwam, Theresa Anderson, Marcus Gaddy 
May 6, 2021  
Research Report 
  
Developing Two-Generation Approaches in Communities  
Family-Centered Community Change (FCCC), launched by the Annie E. Casey Foundation (the 
Foundation), supported local partnerships in three neighborhoods with low economic resources over 
seven years (2012–19) as they developed more integrated sets of services to help adults and children 
succeed together in a two-generation approach. This innovative effort sought to bring two-generation 
strategies into  
Theresa Anderson, Susan J. Popkin, Marla McDaniel, Amelia Coffey, Amanda Gold, Patrick Spauster, 
Peace Gwam, Marcus Gaddy, Adaeze Okoli 
May 6, 2021  
Research Report 
  
The Costs of Coordinating Two-Generation Programs: Appendixes  
These appendixes describe how we used data collected in a time-use survey to estimate the staff labor 
costs reported in The Costs of Coordinating Two-Generation Programs: Estimating Labor Costs of 
Family Services and Cross-Generation Coordination for Two-Generation Partnerships in Buffalo, 
Columbus, and San Antonio. In addition to a detailed study methodology, we also include definitions of 
the cost categories  
Amanda Gold, Peace Gwam, Theresa Anderson, Marcus Gaddy 
May 6, 2021  
Brief 
  
Online Career and Technical Education Programs during the Pandemic and After  
Nearly all students who were enrolled in postsecondary career and technical education (CTE) programs 
in 2020 are likely to have taken at least one course online after the outbreak of the COVID-19 
pandemic in the United States in March of that year. To understand how the pandemic has accelerated 
the transition of CTE programs online, Urban Institute researchers administered a rapid-response 
survey in partnership  
Amanda Briggs, Daniel López, Theresa Anderson 
May 5, 2021  
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Brief 
  
Public Housing Programs Could Benefit from Greater Flexibility  
In March 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic forced many public housing authorities (PHAs) to quickly 
adjust their operational procedures to protect their staff while providing emergency assistance to 
residents. Many PHAs had to close their offices and convert to remote operations almost overnight, 
while staff focused on supporting their tenants by delivering them food, doing wellness checks for 
vulnerable residents,  
Monique King-Viehland, Elizabeth Champion, Susan J. Popkin 
May 5, 2021  
Brief 
  
Preserving and Expanding the Supply of Affordable Rental Housing  
Making sure that families remain housed during the pandemic and related economic downtown is 
critical. But longer-term effects could reduce the supply of rental units affordable to people earning low 
incomes and prevent additional affordable units from coming online. Our patchwork system for 
preserving and expanding the affordable rental housing supply is inefficient. Improving it will take more 
capital and  
Corianne Payton Scally, Priya Jayachandran, Joshua L. Schonfeld 
May 4, 2021  
Brief 
  
 
The Wistar Institute   [to 8 May 2021] 
https://www.wistar.org/news/press-releases 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Economic Forum    [to 8 May 2021] 
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/ 
Media 
New ways of thinking and working are necessary to reap blockchain benefits in capital 
markets  
News  06 May 2021  
:: The use of distributed ledger technologies (DLT), such as blockchain, can help reduce the 
complexity, opacity and fragmentation of capital markets, according to a World Economic Forum report  
:: Based on nearly 200 interviews, the report identifies use cases from the industry and explores how 
to take this technology forward  
:: Read Digital Assets, Distributed Ledger Technology, and the Future of Capital Markets here 
 
 

 
*                      *                       *                        * 
 
 

:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will primarily monitor press/media releases announcing key initiatives and new research from a 
growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, humanitarian 
response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended to be exhaustive, but 
indicative.  
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Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 8 May 2021] 
https://alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/ 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 8 May 2021] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
Press Releases and Statements  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Blue Meridian Partners [to 8 May 2021] 
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/ 
Blue Meridian Partners is a new capital aggregation collaboration that plans to invest at least $1 billion 
in high-performance nonprofits that are poised to have truly national impact for economically 
disadvantaged children and youth.  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Annie E. Casey Foundation   [to 8 May 2021] 
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/ 
Newsroom 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clinton Foundation  [to 8 May 2021] 
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements 
Press Releases & Statements 
Press Release   May 3, 2021  
PRESIDENT CLINTON BRINGING TOGETHER LEADERS FROM FAITH AND SCIENCE TO TAKE 
ACTION ON ADDICTION AND OVERDOSE DEATHS 
 
 
Co Impact   [to 8 May 2021] 
www.co-impact.io 
Co-Impact is a global philanthropic collaborative for systems change focused on improving the lives of 
millions of people around the world. 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Ford Foundation  [to 8 May 2021] 
https://www.fordfoundation.org/press-room/ 
The Latest 
News   4 May 2021  
Ford Foundation Appoints Javier Valdés as U.S. Director of Civic Engagement and 
Government  
 
 
J. Paul Getty Trust  [to 8 May 2021] 

https://alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases
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http://news.getty.edu/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 8 May 2021] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press 
GHIT was set up in 212 with the aim of developing new tools to tackle infectious diseases that  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

Grameen Foundation    [to 8 May 2021] 
https://grameenfoundation.org/stories/press-releases 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  [to 8 May 2021] 
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/  
Latest  
Reflecting on my first year as a grantmaker   
Global Development and Population  
By Sarah Iqbal  
May 6, 2021  
 
 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  [to 8 May 2021] 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IKEA Foundation    [to 8 May 2021] 
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/ 
Press Releases 
IKEA Foundation launches new Green Entrepreneurship Initiative  
   Does your organisation work to advance green entrepreneurship as a means of helping people 
improve their employment and livelihoods while protecting the planet? Could your programme serve as 
a model... 
May 5, 2021  
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 8 May 2021] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news  
Press Room       
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Kaiser Family Foundation  
https://www.kff.org/search/?post_type=press-release 
Accessed 8 May 2021 
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https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press
https://grameenfoundation.org/stories/press-releases
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/
https://hewlett.org/reflecting-on-my-first-year-as-a-grantmaker/
https://hewlett.org/reflecting-on-my-first-year-as-a-grantmaker/
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news
https://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news/250-how-philanthropic-partnerships-can-combat-america-s-opioid-epidemic
https://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news/250-how-philanthropic-partnerships-can-combat-america-s-opioid-epidemic
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/
https://ikeafoundation.org/story/ikea-foundation-launches-new-green-entrepreneurship-initiative/
https://www.hhmi.org/news
https://www.kff.org/search/?post_type=press-release


   

  

May 6, 2021 News Release  
New Analysis Summarizes Recent Research on the Effects of ACA Medicaid Expansion, 
Providing Context for Renewed Expansion Debates in States 
New federal financial incentives for Medicaid expansion and the increased reliance on Medicaid as a 
coverage safety net during the pandemic have renewed debate in the 12 states that have not adopted 
the Medicaid expansion under the Affordable Care Act. A new KFF literature review provides context for 
these expansion… 
 
May 6, 2021 News Release  
Vaccine Monitor: Eagerness to Get Vaccinated Begins to Level Off as Most People Who 
Want a Vaccine Have Gotten One; But Republicans Show Biggest Shift Toward Vaccination 
Parents’ Eagerness for Their Children to Get Vaccinated Mirrors Their Own Intentions, with 3 in 10 
Ready to Vaccinate Their Children as Soon as It’s Available Most adults (56%) nationally say they have 
gotten at least one dose of a COVID-19 vaccine, and few (9%) say they haven’t but want… 
 
May 5, 2021 News Release  
New Brief Explains Key Elements of the Biden Administration’s Proposed Title X 
Regulations 
On April 15th, the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) published proposed regulations for 
the Title X federal family planning program to replace the Trump Administration’s rules, which 
prohibited abortion referrals and co-located abortion services. The Biden Administration proposes to 
largely re-instate the Title X regulations that were in… 
 
May 4, 2021 News Release  
Which States are Hitting the COVID-19 Vaccine Tipping Point? 
As of April 19, COVID-19 vaccine eligibility opened up to adults in all states, leaving many to wonder 
when supply will surpass vaccine demand. A recent brief examined when COVID-19 vaccine supply 
might outstrip demand in the U.S. nationally, estimating that the U.S. will reach this point within a 
few… 
 
May 4, 2021 News Release  
KFF’s Kaiser Health News and Gray Television Partner to Examine the Drive Times and 
Roadblocks for Stroke Victims in Appalachia and the Mississippi Delta 
KHN and Gray Television’s InvestigateTV team joined forces to dig into the underlying reasons why 
strokes are a deadlier threat across most counties in Appalachia and the Mississippi Delta, rural regions 
that are characterized by high rates of poverty, vulnerable elderly populations, a shortage of medical 
providers and an epidemic… 
 
May 3, 2021 News Release  
Analysis Suggests Health Insurers Remained Profitable Across Markets Amid Pandemic in 
2020 
A new analysis of health insurers’ financial data suggests that they remained profitable across markets 
in 2020 due in part to an unprecedented decrease in health spending and utilization in the spring as 
the COVID-19 pandemic led to massive shutdowns. 
 
 
Kellogg Foundation  [to 8 May 2021] 
https://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media 
Selected Announcements  
No new digest content identified. 
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Aga Khan Foundation   [to 8 May 2021] 
https://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
MacArthur Foundation  [to 8 May 2021] 
http://www.macfound.org/ 
News, Events, What We’re Learning 
Mississippi School Districts’ Sexuality Education Choices 
May 3, 2021 
Grantee Research 
 
 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation   [to 8 May 2021] 

https://mellon.org/ 
Mellon News, Press Releases 
Announcing the 2021 Call for Proposals for Community-Based Archives 
May 3, 2021 
   The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation invites community-based archives in the United States and its 
territories to submit applications for its 2021 Call for Proposals to Community-Based Archives. 
   These grants will provide support to archives in one or more of the following areas of need: 
:: Operational costs, including staff, space, and utilities. 
:: Collections care, including the acquisition of new materials, physical and digital storage fees, and 
access and preservation efforts. 
:: Programming activities, including events, exhibitions, and publications. 
:: Activation and advocacy efforts, including resident community activist/archivist positions, ethical 
preservation of social media, and increased community use. 
 
 
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation [to 8 May 2021] 
https://www.moore.org/news 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Open Society Foundations  [to 8 May 2021] 
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/newsroom 
Newsroom      
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation  [to 8 May 2021] 
http://www.packard.org/news/ 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Pew Charitable Trusts  [to 8 May 2021] 
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room 
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Press Releases, Statements, Events 
Opinion 
May 7, 2021 
A Real Opportunity in the Fight Against Opioid Use Disorders 
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 8 May 2021] 
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/ 
Reports/Press Releases 
May 06 2021  Press Releases 
Rise and RUN Launch AAPI Visibility Campaign 
Amplifier, Uber, The Rockefeller Foundation, Salesforce, NBA, Vital Voices, Generator Collective and 
Elevate Prize Foundation Sign Corporate AAPI Visibility Pledge   
 
May 05 2021  Press Releases 
The Rockefeller Foundation Welcomes New WHO Hub for Pandemic and Epidemic 
Intelligence 
Statement from Dr. Rick Bright, Senior Vice-President, Pandemic Prevention and Response  
 
May 04 2021  Press Releases 
Acre Impact Capital Announces Catalytic Investment from The Rockefeller Foundation and 
the Private Infrastructure Development Group (PIDG) Through its Company GuarantCo 
Investment will Accelerate Firm’s Strategic Growth & Launch of Private Debt Impact Funds  
 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  [to 8 May 2021] 
https://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom.html 
Latest News and Highlights 
RWJF Announces $200 Million Allocation for Impact Investments 
May 5, 2021  
   The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (RWJF) has reaffirmed its commitment to impact investing 
through a $200 million allocation for social investments and the announcement of Kimberlee Cornett as 
director of its impact investment strategy. The funds are being targeted at bolstering the Foundation’s 
program goals and the community development finance system by providing capital and guarantees to 
organizations that lend and/or invest in low- and moderate-income communities… 
 
 
Science Philanthropy Alliance   [to 8 May 2021] 
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/ 
“…a group of organizations working together to increase philanthropic support for basic scientific 
research on a global basis…” 
May 3, 2021 
France A. Córdova Named President of the Science Philanthropy Alliance  
   The Science Philanthropy Alliance’s board today announced the selection of Dr. France A. Córdova as 
Alliance president. Dr. Córdova, who begins in the role effective immediately, previously served as a 
senior science advisor for the Alliance after completing her six-year term as director of the National 
Science Foundation (NSF) in 2020… 
 
 
SDGFunders  [to 8 May 2021] 
http://sdgfunders.org/ 

https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room/opinion/2021/05/07/a-real-opportunity-in-the-fight-against-opioid-use-disorders
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/news/rise-and-run-launch-aapi-visibility-campaign/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/news/the-rockefeller-foundation-welcomes-new-who-hub-for-pandemic-and-epidemic-intelligence/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/news/the-rockefeller-foundation-welcomes-new-who-hub-for-pandemic-and-epidemic-intelligence/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/news/acre-impact-capital-announces-catalytic-investment-from-the-rockefeller-foundation-and-the-private-infrastructure-development-group-pidg/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/news/acre-impact-capital-announces-catalytic-investment-from-the-rockefeller-foundation-and-the-private-infrastructure-development-group-pidg/
https://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom.html
https://www.rwjf.org/en/library/articles-and-news/2021/05/rwjf-announces-200-million-allocation-for--impact-investments-directed-by-kimberlee-cornett.html
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/
https://sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/france-a-cordova-named-president-of-the-science-philanthropy-alliance/
http://sdgfunders.org/


   

  

SDG Philanthropy Platform is a collaboration between philanthropy and the greater international 
development community led by Foundation Center, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
and Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, and supported by the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, Ford 
Foundation and the MasterCard Foundation, the Brach Family Foundation, and other key organizations 
such as Asociación de Fundaciones Empresariales (AFE) in Colombia, Brach Family Charitable 
Foundation, CAF America, Council on Foundations, East Africa Association of Grantmakers (EAAG), 
European Foundation Centre, Filantropi Indonesia (FI), GlobalGiving, The Humanitarian Forum, World 
Congress of Muslim Philanthropists, and Worldwide Initiatives for Grantmaker Support (WINGS). 
Selected Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation  [to 8 May 2021] 
https://sloan.org/about/press  
Press Releases  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 8 May 2021] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
News and reports 
Explainer 
What are human infection studies and why do we need them? 
5 May 2021 
   Human infection studies (also known as human challenge trials and controlled human infection 
models) have the power to rapidly accelerate the development of much-needed vaccines and 
treatments, including for Covid-19.  
 

:::::: 
 
Candid [formerly Foundation Center and GuideStar]  [to 8 May 2021 
https://candid.org/about/press-room?fcref=pg 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Council on Foundations  [to 8 May 2021] 
https://www.cof.org/newsroom 
Newsroom/Blog Posts/Events 
Equitable COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution: Build It but Will They Come? 
   Hear what three funders are doing to foster the needed partnerships with trusted community 
organizations and/or government health agencies responsible for vaccine distribution. Learn about 
philanthropic responses being undertaken to tackle the issues of vaccine hesitancy and misinformation. 
This discussion will provide an opportunity for attendees to share what they are doing to promote 
vaccine education and outreach, particularly to communities of color. 
May 11 2021  2pm to 3pm 

 
 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 
 

https://sloan.org/about/press
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news
https://wellcome.org/news/what-are-human-infection-studies-and-why-do-we-need-them-covid-19
https://candid.org/about/press-room?fcref=pg
https://www.cof.org/newsroom
https://www.cof.org/event/equitable-covid-19-vaccine-distribution-build-it-will-they-come


   

  

:: Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in human 
rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be exhaustive. We will 
add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon recommendation from 
readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content but note that successful access 
to some of the articles and other content may require subscription or other access arrangement unique 
to the publisher. Please suggest additional journals you feel warrant coverage. 
 
 
AJOB Empirical Bioethics 
Volume 12, 2020 Issue 2 
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/uabr21/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
AMA Journal of Ethics 
Volume 23, Number 5: E371-433   May 2021 
https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/issue/ending-hiv-epidemic 
Ending the HIV Epidemic  
A human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) epidemic began in the United States in the 1970s. “Ending the 
HIV Epidemic: A Plan for America” was launched in October 2019 by the US Department of Health and 
Human Services, with the goal of stopping the spread of HIV by 2030. Accomplishing this goal 
demands not only expanding existing programs, but recognizing and responding to clinically, ethically, 
socially, and culturally relevant features of contemporary patients’ experiences of stigma, oppression, 
and living with HIV. This issue considers ethical and clinical complexities patients and clinicians 
encounter in HIV care today. 
 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
May 2021  Volume 49  Issue 5  p533-656 
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
May 2021  Volume 60  Issue 5  p595-736 
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current  
Research Articles 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
May 2021  111(5) 
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 

 

 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
Volume 104 (2021): Issue 3 (Mar 2021) 
https://www.ajtmh.org/view/journals/tpmd/104/3/tpmd.104.issue-3.xml 
Perspective Piece 

https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/uabr21/current
https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/issue/ending-hiv-epidemic
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current
https://www.ajtmh.org/view/journals/tpmd/104/3/tpmd.104.issue-3.xml


   

  

Who Will Pay for the COVID-19 Vaccines for Africa?  
Don Eliseo Lucero-Prisno III, Isaac Olushola Ogunkola, Uchenna Frank Imo, and Yusuff Adebayo 
Adebisi  
 
Open access  
The Hajj and COVID-19: How the Pandemic Shaped the World’s Largest Religious 
Gathering  
Hashim Talib Hashim, Maryam Salma Babar, Mohammad Yasir Essar, Mustafa Ahmed Ramadhan, and 
Shoaib Ahmad 
 
Articles 
Yellow Fever Vaccine Administration at Global TravEpiNet (GTEN) Clinics during a Period of 
Limited Vaccine Availability in the United States, 2017–2018  
Allison Taylor Walker, Mark D. Gershman, Sowmya R. Rao, Regina C. LaRocque, Edward T. Ryan, and 
for the Global TravEpiNet Consortium 
 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
April 2021  Volume 174, Issue 4 
http://annals.org/aim/issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Antiquity – A Review of World Archeology 
Latest Issue: Issue 380 - April 2021 
https://antiquity.ac.uk/latest 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Artificial Intelligence – An International Journal 
Volume 294  May 2021 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/artificial-intelligence/vol/294/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed 8 May 2021) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Global Health 
April 2021 - Volume 6 - Suppl 1 
https://gh.bmj.com/content/6/Suppl_1 
Migration and Health in Social Context 
Editorial 
Introduction: migration and health in social context (7 April, 2021)  
Emily Mendenhall, Seth M Holmes 
 
Analysis 
Structural vulnerability: migration and health in social context (7 April, 2021)  

https://www.ajtmh.org/view/journals/tpmd/104/3/article-p794.xml
https://www.ajtmh.org/search?f_0=author&q_0=Don+Eliseo+Lucero-Prisno+III
https://www.ajtmh.org/search?f_0=author&q_0=Isaac+Olushola+Ogunkola
https://www.ajtmh.org/search?f_0=author&q_0=Uchenna+Frank+Imo
https://www.ajtmh.org/search?f_0=author&q_0=Yusuff+Adebayo+Adebisi
https://www.ajtmh.org/search?f_0=author&q_0=Yusuff+Adebayo+Adebisi
https://www.ajtmh.org/view/journals/tpmd/104/3/article-p797.xml
https://www.ajtmh.org/view/journals/tpmd/104/3/article-p797.xml
https://www.ajtmh.org/search?f_0=author&q_0=Hashim+Talib+Hashim
https://www.ajtmh.org/search?f_0=author&q_0=Maryam+Salma+Babar
https://www.ajtmh.org/search?f_0=author&q_0=Mohammad+Yasir+Essar
https://www.ajtmh.org/search?f_0=author&q_0=Mustafa+Ahmed+Ramadhan
https://www.ajtmh.org/search?f_0=author&q_0=Shoaib+Ahmad
https://www.ajtmh.org/view/journals/tpmd/104/3/article-p1079.xml
https://www.ajtmh.org/view/journals/tpmd/104/3/article-p1079.xml
https://www.ajtmh.org/search?f_0=author&q_0=Allison+Taylor+Walker
https://www.ajtmh.org/search?f_0=author&q_0=Mark+D.+Gershman
https://www.ajtmh.org/search?f_0=author&q_0=Sowmya+R.+Rao
https://www.ajtmh.org/search?f_0=author&q_0=Regina+C.+LaRocque
https://www.ajtmh.org/search?f_0=author&q_0=Edward+T.+Ryan
https://www.ajtmh.org/search?f_0=author&q_0=for+the+Global+TravEpiNet+Consortium
http://annals.org/aim/issue
https://antiquity.ac.uk/latest
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/artificial-intelligence/vol/294/suppl/C
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Lauren Carruth, Carlos Martinez, Lahra Smith, Katharine Donato, Carlos Piñones-Rivera, James 
Quesada 
 
Deservingness: migration and health in social context (7 April, 2021)  
Seth M Holmes, Ernesto Castañeda, Jeremy Geeraert, Heide Castaneda, Ursula Probst, Nina Zeldes, 
Sarah S Willen, Yusupha Dibba, Raphael Frankfurter, Anne Kveim Lie, John Fredrik Askjer, Heidi Fjeld 
 
Flourishing: migration and health in social context (7 April, 2021)  
Sarah S Willen, Nasima Selim, Emily Mendenhall, Miriam Magaña Lopez, Shahanoor Akter Chowdhury, 
Hansjörg Dilger 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 8 May 2021) 
Knowledge and preparedness of healthcare providers towards bioterrorism  
Several emergent circumstances require healthcare providers to recognize the unusual and dangerous 
and pathogenic agents. An in-depth literature review showed that studies about bioterrorism 
preparedness among...  
Authors: Abdullah Nofal, Isamme AlFayyad, Nawfal AlJerian, Jalal Alowais, Meshal AlMarshady, Anas 
Khan, Humariya Heena, Ayah Sulaiman AlSarheed and Amani Abu-Shaheen 
Citation: BMC Health Services Research 2021 21:426  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 5 May 2021 
 
Implementation research approaches to promoting universal health coverage in Africa: a 
scoping review  
Implementation research has emerged as part of evidence-based decision-making efforts to plug 
current gaps in the translation of research evidence into health policy and practice. While there has 
been a growin...  
Authors: Chukwudi A. Nnaji, Charles S. Wiysonge, Joseph C. Okeibunor, Thobile Malinga, Abdu A. 
Adamu, Prosper Tumusiime and Humphrey Karamagi 
Citation: BMC Health Services Research 2021 21:414  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 3 May 2021 
 
 
BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 8 May 2021) 
Self-management interventions for adolescents living with HIV: a systematic review  
Self-management interventions aim to enable people living with chronic conditions to increase control 
over their condition in order to achieve optimal health and may be pertinent for young people with 
chronic ...  
Authors: Talitha Crowley and Anke Rohwer 
Citation: BMC Infectious Diseases 2021 21:431  
Content type: Research 
Published on: 7 May 2021 
 
 
BMC Medical Ethics  

https://gh.bmj.com/content/6/Suppl_1/e005107
https://gh.bmj.com/content/6/Suppl_1/e005108
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content
https://bmchealthservres.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12913-021-06442-z
https://bmchealthservres.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12913-021-06449-6
https://bmchealthservres.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12913-021-06449-6
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content
https://bmcinfectdis.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12879-021-06072-0


   

  

http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 
(Accessed 8 May 2021)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Medicine 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content 
(Accessed 8 May 2021)  
Comparison of infection control strategies to reduce COVID-19 outbreaks in homeless 
shelters in the United States: a simulation study  
COVID-19 outbreaks have occurred in homeless shelters across the US, highlighting an urgent need to 
identify the most effective infection control strategy to prevent future outbreaks.  
Authors: Lloyd A. C. Chapman, Margot Kushel, Sarah N. Cox, Ashley Scarborough, Caroline Cawley, 
Trang Q. Nguyen, Isabel Rodriguez-Barraquer, Bryan Greenhouse, Elizabeth Imbert and Nathan C. Lo 
Citation: BMC Medicine 2021 19:116  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 7 May 2021 
 
 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content 
(Accessed 8 May 2021) 
[No new digest content identified] 

 
 
BMC Public Health 
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles 
(Accessed 8 May 2021) 
The Socioecological Model as a framework for exploring factors influencing childhood 
immunization uptake in Lagos state, Nigeria  
Nigeria is one of the ten countries globally that account for 62% of under- and unvaccinated children 
worldwide. Despite several governmental and non-governmental agencies’ interventions, Nigeria has 
yet to ac...  
Authors: Abisola Olaniyan, Chinwoke Isiguzo and Mary Hawk 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2021 21:867  
Content type: Research 
Published on: 5 May 2021 
 
Development and evaluation of a new measure of children’s play: the Children’s Play Scale 
(CPS)  
There is increasing recognition of the importance of children’s play from a public health perspective, 
given the links between play and children’s physical and mental health. The present research aimed to 
deve...  
Authors: Helen F. Dodd, Rachel J. Nesbit and Laura R. Maratchi 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2021 21:878  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 7 May 2021 
 
The use of Qualitative Comparative Analysis (QCA) to address causality in complex 
systems: a systematic review of research on public health interventions  

http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content
https://bmcmedicine.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12916-021-01965-y
https://bmcmedicine.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12916-021-01965-y
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles
https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-021-10922-6
https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-021-10922-6
https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-021-10812-x
https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-021-10812-x
https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-021-10926-2
https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-021-10926-2


   

  

Qualitative Comparative Analysis (QCA) is a method for identifying the configurations of conditions that 
lead to specific outcomes. Given its potential for providing evidence of causality in complex systems, 
Q...  
Authors: Benjamin Hanckel, Mark Petticrew, James Thomas and Judith Green 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2021 21:877  
Content type: Research 
Published on: 7 May 2021 
 
 
BMC Research Notes  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content 
(Accessed 8 May 2021) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Evidence-Based Medicine 
April 2021 - Volume 26 - 2 
https://ebm.bmj.com/content/26/2 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMJ Open 
May 2021 - Volume 11 - 5 
https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/11/5 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Bulletin of the World Health Organization   
Volume 99, Number 5, May 2021, 321-404 
https://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/99/5/en/ 
EDITORIALS 
Consensus on disease control objectives in the context of COVID-19 vaccines  
— Vageesh Jain & Sam Tweed 
http://dx.doi.org/10.2471/BLT.20.283846  
 
RESEARCH 
Gaps in health security related to wildlife and environment affecting pandemic prevention 
and preparedness, 2007–2020 
— Catherine Machalaba, Marcela Uhart, Marie-Pierre Ryser-Degiorgis & William B Karesh 
http://dx.doi.org/10.2471/BLT.20.272690  
 
SYSTEMATIC REVIEW 
Mental health of adolescents associated with sexual and reproductive outcomes: a 
systematic review 
— Rachel Vanderkruik, Lianne Gonsalves, Grace Kapustianyk, Tomas Allen & Lale Say 
http://dx.doi.org/10.2471/BLT.20.254144  
 
PERSPECTIVES 
Future directions and priorities in sepsis epidemiology research: a call for action 
— Alessandro Cassini, Carolin Fleischmann-Struzek, Mohsen Naghavi, Konrad Reinhart & Benedetta 

http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content
https://ebm.bmj.com/content/26/2
https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/11/5
https://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/99/5/en/
https://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/99/5/20-283846/en/
https://dx.doi.org/10.2471/BLT.20.283846
https://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/99/5/20-272690-ab/en/
https://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/99/5/20-272690-ab/en/
https://dx.doi.org/10.2471/BLT.20.272690
https://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/99/5/20-254144-ab/en/
https://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/99/5/20-254144-ab/en/
https://dx.doi.org/10.2471/BLT.20.254144
https://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/99/5/20-276709/en/


   

  

Allegranzi on behalf of the WHO Sepsis Expert Technical Group 
http://dx.doi.org/10.2471/BLT.20.276709  
 
Sexual and reproductive health and rights of migrants: strengthening regional research 
capacity 
— Vanessa Brizuela, Anuj Kapilashrami, Mercedes Bonet, Rajat Khosla, Loulou Kobeissi, Lale Say & 
Anna Thorson 
http://dx.doi.org/10.2471/BLT.20.270447  
 
 
Cell 
Apr 29, 2021  Volume 184  Issue 9p2259-2524 
https://www.cell.com/cell/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Child Care, Health and Development  
Volume 47, Issue 3   Pages: 297-410  May 2021 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13652214/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Child Abuse and Neglect: The International Journal 
Volume 115  April 2021 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/child-abuse-and-neglect/vol/115/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Clinical Pharmacology & Therapeutics  
Volume 109, Issue 5  Pages: 1159-1362  May 2021 
https://ascpt.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/15326535/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Clinical Therapeutics 
Volume 43  Issue 3   p431-650, e57-e96 
http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Clinical Trials 
Volume 18 Issue 2, April 2021  
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/ctja/18/2 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Conflict and Health 
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 8 May 2021] 
Violence against healthcare in conflict: a systematic review of the literature and agenda 
for future research  

https://dx.doi.org/10.2471/BLT.20.276709
https://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/99/5/20-270447/en/
https://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/99/5/20-270447/en/
https://dx.doi.org/10.2471/BLT.20.270447
https://www.cell.com/cell/current
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13652214/current
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/child-abuse-and-neglect/vol/115/suppl/C
https://ascpt.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/15326535/current
http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/current
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/ctja/18/2
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/
https://conflictandhealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13031-021-00372-7
https://conflictandhealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13031-021-00372-7


   

  

Attacks on health care in armed conflict, including those on health workers, facilities, patients and 
transports, represent serious violations of human rights and international humanitarian law. 
Information ab...  
Authors: Rohini J. Haar, Róisín Read, Larissa Fast, Karl Blanchet, Stephanie Rinaldi, Bertrand Taithe, 
Christina Wille and Leonard S. Rubenstein 
Citation: Conflict and Health 2021 15:37  
Content type: Review 
Published on: 7 May 2021 
 
Policies on return and reintegration of displaced healthcare workers towards rebuilding 
conflict-affected health systems: a review for The Lancet-AUB Commission on Syria  
War and armed conflicts severely disrupt all health system components, including the healthcare 
workforce. Although data is limited on the scale of health care worker (HCW) displacement in conflict 
zones, it i...  
Authors: Diana Rayes, Lana Meiqari, Rouham Yamout, Aula Abbara, Iman Nuwayhid, Samer Jabbour 
and Marian Abouzeid 
Citation: Conflict and Health 2021 15:36  
Content type: Research 
Published on: 7 May 2021 
 
“Strengthening data quality and reporting from small-scale surveys in humanitarian 
settings: a case study from Yemen, 2011–2019”  
Under-five death rate is one of the major indicators used in assessing the level of needs and severity of 
humanitarian crisis. Over the years, a number of small-scale surveys based on Standardized Monitoring 
a...  
Authors: Thomas Jideofor Ogbu and Debarati Guha-Sapir 
Citation: Conflict and Health 2021 15:33  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 3 May 2021 
 
 
Contemporary Clinical Trials 
Volume 103  April 2021 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/contemporary-clinical-trials/vol/103/suppl/C 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
The CRISPR Journal 
Volume 4, Issue 2 / April 2021 
https://www.liebertpub.com/toc/crispr/4/2 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Current Genetic Medicine Reports 
Volume 9, issue 2, June 2021 
https://link.springer.com/journal/40142/volumes-and-issues/9-2 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Current Opinion in Infectious Diseases 
June 2021 - Volume 34 - Issue 3  

https://conflictandhealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13031-021-00367-4
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https://link.springer.com/journal/40142/volumes-and-issues/9-2


   

  

https://journals.lww.com/co-infectiousdiseases/pages/currenttoc.aspx 
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Current Protocols in Human Genetics 
Volume 108, Issue 1  December 2020 
https://currentprotocols.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/19348258/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Developing World Bioethics   
Volume 21, Issue 1  Pages: i, 1-54  March 2021 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14718847/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Development in Practice  
Volume 31, Issue 3, 2021 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cdip20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Development Policy Review 
Volume 39, Issue 3  Pages: 341-507  May 2021 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14677679/current 
ARTICLES 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disability and Rehabilitation: Assistive Technology 
Volume 16 - Issue 2 - 2021  
http://informahealthcare.com/toc/idt/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disaster Medicine and Public Health Preparedness  
Volume 15 - Issue 1 - February 2021 
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/disaster-medicine-and-public-health-preparedness/latest-
issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disasters 
Volume 45, Issue 2  Pages: 253-497   April 2021 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14677717/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
EMBO Reports  
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Science & Society   5 May 2021   Open Access 
Strength is in engagement: The rise of an online scientific community during the COVID‐19 
pandemic 
Christine E Cucinotta, Benjamin J E Martin, Melvin Noé González, Pravrutha Raman, Vladimir B Teif, 
Hanneke Vlaming 
   Many scientists, confined to home office by COVID‐19, have been gathering in online communities, 
which could become viable alternatives to physical meetings and conferences.  
 
 
Emerging Infectious Diseases 
Volume 27, Number 5—May 2021 
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Epidemics 
Volume 34  March 2021 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/epidemics/vol/34/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Epidemiology and Infection 
Volume 149 - 2021  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/epidemiology-and-infection/latest-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Ethics & Human Research  
Volume 43, Issue 2  Pages: 1-48  March–April 2021 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/25782363/current 
Research ethics and pandemics • IRBs and AI research 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Ethics & International Affairs 
Winter 2020 (34,4) 
https://www.ethicsandinternationalaffairs.org/2021/winter-2020-34-4/ 
   The editors of Ethics & International Affairs are pleased to present the Fall 2020 issue of the journal! 
This Special Issue of the journal features a collection of essays organized and guest edited by Margaret 
P. Karns on the seventy-fifth anniversary of the United Nations. The collection contains contributions 
from David Malone and Adam Day, Sophie Harman, Ellen J. Ravndal, Ramesh Thakur, Susanna P. 
Campbell, Devaki Jain, Bertrand Ramcharan, Maria Ivanova, and Margaret P. Karns, Kirsten Haack, and 
Jean-Pierre Murray. Additionally, the issue includes an article by Jack McDonald on information, 
privacy, and just war theory and an essay by Anthony F. Lang, Jr. on constructing universal values.  It 
also contains a review essay by Sarah C. Goff on freedom and justice in trade governance, and book 
reviews by Michael Blake, Elizabeth Kahn, Jamie Mayerfeld, and John Williams. 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The European Journal of Public Health 
Volume 31, Issue 2, April 2021 
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https://academic.oup.com/eurpub/issue/31/2 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Food Policy   
Volume 100   April 2021 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/food-policy/vol/100/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Food Security  
Volume 13, issue 2, April 2021 
https://link.springer.com/journal/12571/volumes-and-issues/13-2 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Forced Migration Review (FMR) 
FMR 66  March 2021 
https://www.fmreview.org/issue66/contents 
Mental health and psychosocial support, Data and displacement, Missing migrants 
Contents 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Forum for Development Studies 
Volume 48, 2021 - Issue 1 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/sfds20/current  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Gates Open Research 
https://gatesopenresearch.org/browse/articles 
[Accessed 8 May 2021] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Genome Medicine 
https://genomemedicine.biomedcentral.com/articles 
[Accessed 8 May 2021] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Geoheritage  
Volume 13, issue 2, June 2021 
https://link.springer.com/journal/12371/volumes-and-issues/13-2 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Health Action  
Volume 14, Issue 1 (2021) 
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/zgha20/current?nav=tocList 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Health: Science and Practice (GHSP) 
Vol. 9, No. 1   March 2021 
http://www.ghspjournal.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Legal Monitor – Library of Congress/USA 
https://www.loc.gov/law/ 
[Accessed 8 May 2021] 
International: Ten Protected Sites Added to International Union for Conservation of Nature 
“Green List” 
   (May 7, 2021) The International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) has added 10 additional 
protected areas to its “Green List”—a growing list of nearly 60 sites that meet IUCN’s 17 globally 
applicable standards for protected areas, which focus on good governance, planning, management, 
and preservation of nature. The standards are developed and monitored by the World Commission on 
Protected Areas (WCPA), one of six specialized IUCN commissions. In addition to the Green List 
protected sites accredited across the globe, 80 additional sites are currently candidates to be granted 
Green List status. The Green List, which was established by the IUCN in 2012, follows IUCN’s better-
known Red List of Threatened Species, which was established in 1964 and is the world’s most 
comprehensive source on the conservation status of animal, fungi, and plant species. 
 
 
Global Public Health  
Volume 16, Issue 5 (2021) 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rgph20/current 
Special Issue: The Contested Global Politics of Pleasure and Danger: Sexuality, Gender, 
Health and Human Rights; Guest Editors: Carmen H. Logie, Amaya Perez-Brumer and 
Richard Parker 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Globalization and Health 
http://www.globalizationandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 8 May 2021] 
COVID-19-related stigma and its sociodemographic correlates: a comparative study  
Authors: Yuan Yuan, Yan-Jie Zhao, Qing-E Zhang, Ling Zhang, Teris Cheung, Todd Jackson, Guo-Qing 
Jiang and Yu-Tao Xiang 
Content type: Research 
7 May 2021 
 
 
Health Affairs  
Vol. 40, No. 3  March 2021 
https://www.healthaffairs.org/toc/hlthaff/current 
March 2021 | Nursing Homes, COVID-19 & More 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 

http://www.ghspjournal.org/content/current
https://www.loc.gov/law/
https://www.loc.gov/law/foreign-news/article/international-ten-protected-sites-added-to-international-union-for-conservation-of-nature-green-list/
https://www.loc.gov/law/foreign-news/article/international-ten-protected-sites-added-to-international-union-for-conservation-of-nature-green-list/
https://perma.cc/AZ7T-QLTT
https://perma.cc/2Q63-7NRX
https://perma.cc/7HEQ-EKWX
https://perma.cc/HFL6-TC9Z
https://perma.cc/HFL6-TC9Z
https://perma.cc/2X3M-67SJ
https://perma.cc/4V6Q-ZSZS
https://perma.cc/2LTM-92HK
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rgph20/current
http://www.globalizationandhealth.com/
https://globalizationandhealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12992-021-00705-4
https://www.healthaffairs.org/toc/hlthaff/current


   

  

Health and Human Rights 
Volume 22, Issue 1, June 2020 
https://www.hhrjournal.org/volume-22-issue-1-june-2020/ 
Special Section: Mental Health and Human Rights 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Economics, Policy and Law  
Volume 16 - Issue 2 - April 2021  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/health-economics-policy-and-law/latest-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Policy and Planning 
Volume 36, Issue 3, April 2021 
https://academic.oup.com/heapol/issue/36/3 
[Reviewed earlier] 
  
 
Health Research Policy and Systems 
http://www.health-policy-systems.com/content 
[Accessed 8 May 2021] 
A North–South-South partnership in higher education to develop health research capacity 
in the Democratic Republic of the Congo: the challenge of finding a common language  
Globally, increasing numbers of higher education institutions (HEIs) in non-English-speaking countries 
have adopted English as a medium of instruction (EMI), because of the perception that this provides 
opport...  
Authors: Christiane Horwood, Sphindile Mapumulo, Lyn Haskins, Vaughn John, Silondile Luthuli, 
Thorkild Tylleskär, Paulin Mutombo, Ingunn M. S. Engebretsen, Mala Ali Mapatano and Anne Hatløy 
Citation: Health Research Policy and Systems 2021 19:79  
Content type: Research 
Published on: 7 May 2021 
 
Agenda setting for essential medicines policy in sub-Saharan Africa: a retrospective policy 
analysis using Kingdon’s multiple streams model  
Lack of access to essential medicines presents a significant threat to achieving universal health 
coverage (UHC) in sub-Saharan Africa. Although it is acknowledged that essential medicines policies do 
not rise...  
Authors: Alison T. Mhazo and Charles C. Maponga 
Citation: Health Research Policy and Systems 2021 19:72  
Content type: Review 
Published on: 3 May 2021 
 
 
Human Gene Therapy 
Volume 32, Issue 7-8 / April 2021 
https://www.liebertpub.com/toc/hum/32/7-8 
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Volume 43, Number 1, February 2021  
https://muse.jhu.edu/issue/43987 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Humanitarian Exchange Magazine 
Number 78,  October 2020  
https://odihpn.org/magazine/inclusion-of-persons-with-disabilities-in-humanitarian-action-what-now/ 
Disability inclusion in humanitarian action 
by HPN October 2020  
The theme of this edition of Humanitarian Exchange, co-edited with Sherin Alsheikh Ahmed from 
Islamic Relief Worldwide, is disability inclusion in humanitarian action. Persons with disabilities are not 
only disproportionately impacted by conflicts, disasters and other emergencies, but also face barriers to 
accessing humanitarian assistance. At the same time, global commitments and standards and the IASC 
Guidelines on the inclusion of persons with disabilities in humanitarian action all emphasise how 
persons with disabilities are also active agents of change. Disability and age-focused organisations have 
led on testing and demonstrating how inclusion can be done better. Yet despite this progress, 
challenges to effective inclusion remain. 
 
As Kirstin Lange notes in the lead article, chief among these challenges is humanitarian agencies’ lack 
of engagement with organisations of persons with disabilities. Simione Bula, Elizabeth Morgan and 
Teresa Thomson look at disability inclusion in humanitarian response in the Pacific, and Kathy Al Jubeh 
and Alradi Abdalla argue for a ‘participation revolution’, building on learning from the gender 
movement. Tchaurea Fleury and Sulayman AbdulMumuni Ujah outline how the Bridge Article 11 
training initiative is encouraging constructive exchange between humanitarian and disability actors. The 
lack of good, disaggregated data is highlighted by Sarah Collinson; Frances Hill, Jim Cranshaw and 
Carys Hughes emphasise the need for training resources in local languages and accessible formats; and 
Sophie Van Eetvelt and colleagues report on a review of the evidence on inclusion of people with 
disabilities and older people. 
 
Rebecca Molyneux and co-authors analyse the findings of a review of a DFID programme in north-east 
Nigeria, while Carolin Funke highlights the importance of strategic partnerships between disability-
focused organisations, drawing on her research in Cox’s Bazar. Sherin Alsheikh Ahmed describes 
Islamic Relief Worldwide’s approach to mainstreaming protection and inclusion, while Pauline Thivillier 
and Valentina Shafina outline IRC’s Client Responsive Programming. The edition ends with reflections 
by Mirela Turcanu and Yves Ngunzi Kahashi on CAFOD’s SADI approach. 
 
 
Implementation Research and Practice 
https://journals.sagepub.com/articles/IRP 
[Accessed 8 May 2021] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Infectious Agents and Cancer  
http://www.infectagentscancer.com/content 
[Accessed 8 May 2021] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Infectious Diseases of Poverty  
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http://www.idpjournal.com/content 
[Accessed 8 May 2021]  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
International Health 
Volume 13, Issue 3, May 2021 
https://academic.oup.com/inthealth/issue/13/3 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Human Rights Law Review 
Volume 9 (2020): Issue 2 (Oct 2020) 
https://brill.com/view/journals/hrlr/9/2/hrlr.9.issue-2.xml 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The International Journal of Children's Rights 
Volume 29 (2021): Issue 1 (Feb 2021) 
https://brill.com/view/journals/chil/29/1/chil.29.issue-1.xml 
Table of Contents 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Community Medicine and Public Health 
Vol 8, No 5 (2021)  May 2021 
https://www.ijcmph.com/index.php/ijcmph/issue/view/76 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Disaster Risk Reduction 
Volume 54   15 February 2021 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/international-journal-of-disaster-risk-reduction/vol/54/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Epidemiology 
Volume 50, Issue 1, February 2021 
https://academic.oup.com/ije/issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Heritage Studies 
Volume 27, Issue 65, 2021 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rjhs20/curren t 
Article 
Buffing and buffering Blu: the societal performance of street art, heritage erasure and 
digital preservation in Berlin 
Samuel Merrill 
Pages: 601-616 
Published online: 03 Nov 2020 
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International Journal of Human Rights in Healthcare 
Volume 14 Issue 1  2021 
https://www.emerald.com/insight/publication/issn/2056-4902/vol/14/iss/1 
Table of Contents 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Infectious Diseases  
Volume 105  p1-784 
https://www.ijidonline.com/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Migration Review 
Volume 55 Issue 1, March 2021 
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/mrxa/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Intervention – Journal of Mental Health and Psychological Support in Conflict Affected 
Areas 
January-June 2021  Volume 19 | Issue 1   Page Nos. 1-143 
http://www.interventionjournal.org/currentissue.asp?sabs=n  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
JAMA  
May 4, 2021, Vol 325, No. 17, Pages 1703-1804  
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/currentissue 
Research Letter 
Antibody Response to 2-Dose SARS-CoV-2 mRNA Vaccine Series in Solid Organ Transplant 
Recipients  
Brian J. Boyarsky, MD, PhD; William A. Werbel, MD; Robin K. Avery, MD; et al.  
free access  
JAMA. Published online May 5, 2021. doi:10.1001/jama.2021.7489  
   This follow-up study measures the antibody response following the second dose of SARS-CoV-2 
mRNA vaccine in recipients of solid organ transplants. 
 
Viewpoint 
Revised UNAIDS/WHO Ethical Guidance for HIV Prevention Trials  
Rieke van der Graaf, PhD; Andreas Reis, MD, MSc; Peter Godfrey-Faussett, MBBS  
free access  
JAMA. 2021;325(17):1719-1720. doi:10.1001/jama.2021.0258  
   This Viewpoint summarizes updates to the UNAIDS/WHO document on ethical guidance for HIV 
prevention trials, emphasizing the importance of collaboration among trialists, sponsors, participants, 
and community members if the world is to reach a target of fewer than 200 000 new infections per 
year by 2030. 
 
JAMA Live Highlights 
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Experts Discuss COVID-19—Variants and Vaccine Efficacy, Immunosuppressed Patients, 
and More  
free access has active quiz has audio  
JAMA. 2021;325(17):1711-1712. doi:10.1001/jama.2021.5938  
JAMA Live Highlights features comments from livestream interviews with experts in clinical care, public 
health, and health policy on critical issues related to the COVID-19 pandemic. Comments have been 
edited for clarity. 
 
 
JAMA Network 
COVID-19 Update   May 8, 2021  
These articles on COVID-19 were published across the JAMA Network in the last week. 
 
 
JAMA Pediatrics  
May 2021, Vol 175, No. 5, Pages 449-544  
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapediatrics/currentissue 
Original Investigation 
Novel Variant Findings and Challenges Associated With the Clinical Integration of Genomic 
TestingAn Interim Report of the Genomic Medicine for Ill Neonates and Infants (GEMINI) 
Study  
Jill L. Maron, MD, MPH; Stephen F. Kingsmore, MD; Kristen Wigby, MD; et al.  
online only  
JAMA Pediatr. 2021;175(5):e205906. doi:10.1001/jamapediatrics.2020.5906  
   This comparative effectiveness study reports interim variants and associated interpretations of an 
ongoing study comparing rapid whole-genomic sequencing with a novel targeted genomic platform. 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Adolescent Health 
Volume 68  Issue 5  p833-1024 
https://www.jahonline.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
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Journal of Global Ethics  
Volume 16, Issue 3, 2020 
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Article 
Four challenges to knowledge integration for development and the role of philosophy in 
addressing them 
Morten Fibieger Byskov 
Pages: 262-282 
Published online: 27 Dec 2020 
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Journal of Infectious Diseases 
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The Lancet 
May 08, 2021  Volume 397  Number 10286  p1683-1780 
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/issue/current 
Editorial 
India's COVID-19 emergency 
   … India must now pursue a two-pronged strategy. First, the botched vaccination campaign must be 
rationalised and implemented with all due speed. There are two immediate bottlenecks to overcome: 
increasing vaccine supply (some of which should come from abroad) and setting up a distribution 
campaign that can cover not just urban but also rural and poorer citizens, who constitute more than 
65% of the population (over 800 million people) but face a desperate scarcity of public health and 
primary care facilities. The government must work with local and primary health-care centres that 
know their communities and create an equitable distribution system for the vaccine. 
   Second, India must reduce SARS-CoV-2 transmission as much as possible while the vaccine is rolled 
out. As cases continue to mount, the government must publish accurate data in a timely manner, and 
forthrightly explain to the public what is happening and what is needed to bend the epidemic curve, 
including the possibility of a new federal lockdown. Genome sequencing needs to be expanded to 
better track, understand, and control emerging and more transmissible SARS-CoV-2 variants. Local 
governments have begun taking disease-containment measures, but the federal government has an 
essential role in explaining to the public the necessity of masking, social distancing, halting mass 
gatherings, voluntary quarantine, and testing. Modi's actions in attempting to stifle criticism and open 
discussion during the crisis are inexcusable. 
   The Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation estimates that India will see a staggering 1 million 
deaths from COVID-19 by Aug 1. If that outcome were to happen, Modi's Government would be 
responsible for presiding over a self-inflicted national catastrophe. India squandered its early successes 
in controlling COVID-19. Until April, the government's COVID-19 taskforce had not met in months. The 
consequences of that decision are clear before us, and India must now restructure its response while 
the crisis rages. The success of that effort will depend on the government owning up to its mistakes, 
providing responsible leadership and transparency, and implementing a public health response that has 
science at its heart. 
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Editorial | 04 May 2021  
India, Brazil and the human cost of sidelining science  
Governments that ignore or delay acting on scientific advice are missing out on a crucial opportunity to 
control the pandemic. 
Last week, Brazil’s total death toll from COVID-19 passed 400,000. In India, the pandemic is taking 
around 3,500 lives every day and has prompted a global response, with offers of oxygen, ventilators, 
intensive-care beds and more. Although these two countries are thousands of miles apart, the crises in 
both are the result of political failings: their leaders have either failed or been slow to act on 
researchers’ advice. This has contributed to an unconscionable loss of life. 
 
Brazil’s biggest failing is that its president, Jair Bolsonaro, has consistently mischaracterized COVID-19 
as a “little flu” and has refused to follow scientific advice in setting policy, such as enforcing mask-
wearing and limiting contact between people. 
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India’s leaders have not acted as decisively as was needed. They have, for example, allowed — and, in 
some cases, encouraged — large gatherings. Such a situation isn’t new. As we saw during the 
administration of former US president Donald Trump, ignoring evidence of the need to maintain 
physical distancing to combat COVID-19 has catastrophic consequences. The United States has 
recorded more than 570,000 deaths from the disease — still the world’s largest COVID-19 death toll in 
absolute terms. 
 
As Nature reports in a World View article, India’s leaders became complacent after daily COVID-19 
cases peaked at nearly 96,000 in September before slowly declining— to around 12,000 at the 
beginning of March. During this time, businesses reopened. Large gatherings followed, including 
protests against controversial new farm laws that brought thousands of farmers to New Delhi’s borders. 
Election rallies and religious gatherings also continued during March and April. 
 
Data difficulties 
And India has other problems. One is that it’s not easy for scientists to access data for COVID-19 
research. That, in turn, prevents them from providing accurate predictions and evidence-based advice 
to the government. Even in the absence of such data, researchers warned the government last 
September to be cautious about relaxing COVID-19 restrictions (Lancet 396, 867; 2020). And as late as 
the start of April, they warned that a second wave could see 100,000 COVID-19 cases a day by the end 
of the month. 
 
On 29 April, more than 700 scientists wrote to Prime Minister Narendra Modi, asking for better access 
to data such as COVID-19 test results and clinical outcomes of patients in hospitals (see 
go.nature.com/3vc1svt), as well as a large-scale genome-surveillance programme to identify new 
variants (see go.nature.com/3vd7fak). The following day, Krishnaswamy Vijayraghavan, the 
government’s principal scientific adviser, acknowledged these concerns and clarified the ways in which 
researchers outside the government can access these data. This move has been welcomed by the 
letter’s signatories, but they have told Nature that some aspects of data access remain unclear. 
A letter of protest shouldn’t have been necessary in the first place. By identifying themselves, the 
signatories took a risk: in the past, the Modi government has not reacted well to researchers organizing 
to question its policies. Two years ago, a letter from more than 100 economists and statisticians urging 
an end to political interference in official statistics was not well received by officials. The letter was 
written after the resignations of senior officials from India’s National Statistical Commission over what 
they saw as interference in the timing of the release of government data. 
 
It’s never good when research communities have a difficult relationship with their national 
governments. But this can be fatal in the middle of a pandemic — when decisions need to be swift and 
evidence-based. By sidelining their scientists, the governments of Brazil and India have missed out on 
a crucial opportunity to reduce the loss of life. 
 
During a pandemic, we all need our governments to succeed. However, it’s difficult to make good 
decisions quickly, more so with incomplete information — which is why health data need to be both 
accurate and accessible to researchers and clinicians. Denying or obscuring such access risks 
prolonging the pandemic. 
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Cooperative AI: machines must learn to find common ground  
To help humanity solve fundamental problems of cooperation, scientists need to reconceive artificial 
intelligence as deeply social. 
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Article | 21 April 2021  
Unveiling African rainforest composition and vulnerability to global change  
   A large dataset of 6 million trees from 193 taxa is used to map the floristic and functional 
composition of central African forests and predict their vulnerability to climate change. 
Maxime Réjou-Méchain, Frédéric Mortier, Sylvie Gourlet-Fleury 
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Earliest known human burial in Africa  
   The earliest known human burial in Africa, that of a young child, is dated to around 78,000 years 
ago. 
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