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Development, Heritage Stewardship, Sustainable Resilience. Achieving a balance across these broad 
themes is a challenge and we appreciate your observations and ideas in this regard. This is not 
intended to be a "news and events" digest. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Internal Displacement 
 
Global Report on Internal Displacement 2021 
IDMC  2021 :: 85 pages 
PDF: https://www.internal-
displacement.org/sites/default/files/publications/documents/grid2021_idmc.pdf 
   IDMC’s Global Report on Internal Displacement is the official repository of data and analysis on 
internal displacement. This year's GRID discusses the relationship between climate change, disasters 
and displacement, and presents good practices from across the globe in advancing policy, displacement 
risk reduction and effective response.  
 
Key Messages  [Editor’s text bolding] 
1 The number of people worldwide living in internal displacement has reached a record 55 
million as 
of 31 December 2020. More than 85 per cent have fled conflict and violence. Around seven million 
have been uprooted by disasters but given the incomplete data this is likely to be a significant 
underestimate. 
 
2 Around 40.5 million new displacements were recorded in 2020, the highest figure in ten 
years. Disasters triggered over three times more displacements than conflict and violence. These 
figures were recorded despite the Covid-19 pandemic, when movement restrictions obstructed data 
collection and fear of infection discouraged people from seeking emergency shelter. 
 
3 Measures to curb the spread of Covid-19 significantly impeded humanitarian efforts 
globally. The pandemic also heightened internally displaced people's (IDPs) needs and vulnerabilities, 
while delaying the search for durable solutions. 
 
4 The UN secretary general called for a global ceasefire to unite against the virus, but conflict 
continued unabated, particularly in sub-Saharan Africa and the Middle East and North Africa. Persistent 
conflict continued to force people to flee in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Syria and 
Afghanistan, while escalating violence and the expansion of extremist groups in Ethiopia, Mozambique 

and Burkina Faso fuelled some of the world’s fastest growing displacement crises. 

 
5 Weather-related events were responsible for 98 per cent of all disaster displacement 
recorded in 2020. Intense cyclones, monsoon rains and floods hit highly exposed and densely 
populated areas in South Asia and East Asia and the Pacific, including China, the Philippines and 
Bangladesh. The Atlantic hurricane season was the most active on record, and extended rainy seasons 
across the Middle East and sub-Saharan Africa uprooted millions more. 
 
6 The convergence of conflict and disasters led to many people being displaced for a 
second or even third time, increasing and prolonging their vulnerability. Many of those who fled 
flooding in Yemen had already been uprooted at least once by conflict. Drought in Somalia drove 
people to flee from rural to urban areas where they are now at greater risk of eviction and attacks by 
armed groups. 

https://www.internal-displacement.org/global-report/grid2021/
https://www.internal-displacement.org/sites/default/files/publications/documents/grid2021_idmc.pdf
https://www.internal-displacement.org/sites/default/files/publications/documents/grid2021_idmc.pdf


   

  

 
7 Internal displacement constitutes a significant economic burden for individuals, communities and 
economies. The global cost of one year of displacement was nearly $20.5 billion in 2020, a figure that 

covers support for IDPs’ housing, education, health and security needs, and accounts for their loss of 

income. 
 
8 Persistent misconceptions surround disaster displacement, with serious implications for people, policy 
and responses. They include that disasters are natural, when human factors have a major role in how 
they play out; that disaster displacement is short-term, when in reality it often becomes protracted; 
that climate change will drive mass migration across borders when actually much displacement is 
small-scale and localised; and that small events are of little concern, when in fact they undermine 

people’s lives and threaten local development gains. 

 
9 Rising temperatures are increasing the frequency and intensity of weather-related hazards, but 
climate change is not the only factor that drives displacement risk. A range of social and economic 
drivers must be addressed in the face of ever more powerful storms and devastating floods. 
 
10 There have been significant advances in the development of national and regional 
policies on disaster displacement and climate-related migration, and global attention on the 
issue is growing. A number of countries now recognise the issue. Implementation, and assessing 
progress in doing so, are the next priorities. 
 
11 When the impacts of climate change, slow-onset environmental change or unsustainable land use 
make an area uninhabitable, returning after a disaster is not an option. Two alternatives for those 
displaced are local integration or planned relocation. These solutions require strong local governance 
and decentralised interventions that include the perspectives of those at risk and support community-
led livelihood initiatives. 
 
12 There is an increasing need to connect humanitarian, peacebuilding and sustainable 
development efforts to prevent and respond to displacement in a changing climate. Disaster 
risk reduction and climate change adaptation and mitigation are key, but more flexible and predictable 
financing is required. 
 
13 Filling the data gaps is essential if we are to understand how displacement impedes progress on the 
sustainable development agenda. To paint a clear picture, however, we cannot act at the global level  
alone. Disasters and climate impacts are essentially local phenomena, so local authorities and national 
governments have a key role to play. 
 
 
Part 1 – Internal displacement in 2020 presents updated data and analysis of internal displacement at 
the global level. Data and contextual updates are included in the regional overviews and country 
spotlights. 
Part 2 – Internal displacement in a changing climate discusses the importance of sound evidence and 
promising approaches to addressing disaster displacement and reducing the negative impacts of 
climate change on IDPs.  

https://www.internal-displacement.org/global-report/grid2021/#part1
https://www.internal-displacement.org/global-report/grid2021/#part2


   

  

 

 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
ICRC and IFRC adopt the Climate and Environment Charter for Humanitarian 
Organizations 
20 May 2021 
The Climate and Environment Charter for Humanitarian Organizations is now opened for signature by 
all humanitarian organizations, following its adoption by the International Committee of the Red Cross 
and the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies. The Charter intends to 
galvanize and steer collective action in response to the dramatic impacts of the climate 
and environmental crises, in particular for those who will feel their impacts the most. 
 
The Charter is the result of a broad consultative process across the humanitarian sector led by the 
ICRC and IFRC, with the support of an advisory committee bringing together humanitarian, climate and 
environment experts. Hundreds of humanitarian professionals and organizations, including UN 
agencies, international NGOs, RCRC National Societies, and local and national organizations have been 
consulted on the content of the document and provided feedback on the Charter. 
 
The Charter includes seven high-level commitments to guide the sector's response to the 
climate and environmental crises.  
 
First among them is a commitment to step up the humanitarian response to growing needs and help 
people adapt to the growing impacts of these crises. 
 

https://www.icrc.org/en/document/icrc-ifrc-climate-environment-charter
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/icrc-ifrc-climate-environment-charter


   

  

Second, the Charter makes a commitment to maximize the environmental sustainability of 
humanitarian programmes and operations and to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, while maintaining 
the ability to provide timely and principled assistance. 
 
These commitments will only be possible by embracing local leadership, increasing the capacity to 
understand climate and environmental risks, and working together across and beyond the sector to 
mobilise even more ambitious climate action. 
 
The ICRC has also adopted a set of three organizational targets and a roadmap for their 
implementation: 
:: Factoring climate and environmental risks in all programs by 2025. 
:: Reducing ICRC's greenhouse gas emissions by at least 50% by 2030, compared to 2018 levels, 
including all direct and indirect emissions. 
:: Strengthening awareness, understanding and implementation of IHL protecting the environment 
among States and parties to conflict as a result of the ICRC's bilateral and multilateral engagement, 
publications, and legal tools by 2025. 
  
The climate and environmental crises are humanitarian crises. They affect all of us — but they do not 
affect all of us equally. Those who have contributed least to the problem are often at the highest risk. 
The Charter is our commitment to do our part to respond to these crises, meet rising needs, and work 
together to prevent further death and suffering. 
 
Download the Charter here 
Download Frequently Asked Questions about the Charter here 
Humanitarian organizations can sign the Charter by emailing climatecharter@icrc.org. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
COVID 
 
Low-Income States Receive 0.3 Per Cent of COVID-19 Vaccines, Secretary-General Warns, 
Calling on 'G20' Nations to Ensure Equal Access, Win War against Virus 
21 May 2021  
SG/SM/20734 
Following are UN Secretary-General António Guterres’ remarks to the Global Health Summit, held online 
today: 
 
From the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, I warned that no one is safe until everyone is safe.  I was 
deeply concerned by the possibility of a dangerous two-speed response.  Sadly, that concern was 
justified. 
 
Grossly unequal access to vaccines, tests, medicines and supplies, including oxygen, have 
left poorer countries at the mercy of the virus.  Recent surges of COVID-19 in India, South 
America and other regions have left people literally gasping for breath before our eyes.  The pandemic 
is still very much with us, thriving and mutating.  As winter approaches in the global South, I fear the 
worst is yet to come. 
 
Vaccinating quickly and thoroughly around the world, together with continued public health measures, 
are the only way to end the pandemic and prevent more dangerous variants from gaining a 

https://www.icrc.org/sites/default/files/wysiwyg/Activities/the_climate_environment_charter_for_humanitarian_organizations-v3.pdf
https://www.icrc.org/sites/default/files/wysiwyg/Activities/climate_charter_frequently_asked_questions_update.pdf
mailto:climatecharter@icrc.org
https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/sgsm20734.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/sgsm20734.doc.htm


   

  

foothold.  But, so far, more than 82 per cent of the world’s vaccine doses have gone to 
affluent countries.  Just 0.3 per cent have gone to low-income countries. 
 
The Group of 20 Rome Declaration is a significant step to provide equal access to vaccines.  But, we 
need a follow-up mechanism, backed by the political will to translate the declaration into a global 
vaccination plan.  We have many initiatives, but we must make sure that they add instead of 
subtract.  We must make sure that there is a coordination at those different initiatives, some of them 
just announced today. 
 
I repeat my call for the G20 to set up a task force that brings together all countries with 
vaccine production capacities, the World Health Organization, the ACT-Accelerator 
partners and international financial institutions, able to deal with the pharmaceutical 
companies and other key stakeholders.  The task force should address equitable global 
distribution by using the COVAX Facility. 
 
It should aim to at least double manufacturing capacity by exploring all options, from 
voluntary licenses and technology transfers to patent pooling and flexibility on intellectual property 
rights.  The G20 task force should be co-convened at the highest levels by the major powers who hold 
most of the global supply and production capacity, together with the multilateral system. 
 
I am ready to mobilize the entire United Nations System to support this effort.  The task 
force must also leverage the ACT-Accelerator and its COVAX Facility. 
 
Let’s be clear, we are at war with the virus.  And if you are at war with the virus, we need to deal with 
our weapons with rules of a war economy, and we are not yet there.  And this is true for vaccines, and 
it is true for other components in the fight against the virus.  By now, COVAX should have delivered 
170 million doses around the world.  But, due to vaccine nationalism, limited production capacity and 
lack of funding, that figure is just 65 million. 
 
I call on G20 countries to lead by example and contribute their full share of funding.  An investment of 
billions could end up saving trillions — and saving lives. 
 
A global coordinated effort on vaccines can end this pandemic.  But, it will not help prevent the next.  I 
fully support last week’s bold recommendations from the Independent Panel for Pandemic 
Preparedness and Response.  The world needs political commitment at the highest level to take 
internationally coordinated, cross-cutting measures and transform global pandemic preparedness. 
 
The bedrock of the recovery from COVID-19, and of preventing and addressing future health crises, is 
universal health coverage and robust primary health care systems.  These are essential to achieve 
SDG3 and the entire 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 
 
It is time for decisive action.  I urge G20 countries, in collaboration with the United Nations, to assume 
a strong leadership role in ending this devastating global pandemic.  Together, we can and we must 
build a healthier, safer, fairer and more sustainable world.  Thank you. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
COVID – Multilateral Action 
 
Global leaders adopt agenda to overcome COVID-19 crisis and avoid future pandemics 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_2605


   

  

Press release  21 May 2021 
Leaders of the G20 committed today to a series of actions to accelerate the end of the COVID-19 
crisis everywhere and better prepare for future pandemics, at a summit co-hosted by European 
Commission President Ursula von der Leyen and Italian Prime Minister Mario Draghi, as G20 chair. 
 
President Ursula von der Leyen said: “This very first G20 summit on health marks the beginning of a 
new chapter in global health policy. World leaders strongly committed to multilateralism and 
global cooperation in health. This means, no export bans, keeping global supply chains 
open and working to extend production capacity everywhere. If we live up to these principles, 
the world will be better prepared for pandemics.” 
 
The G20 underlined the importance of increased and diversified manufacturing and recognised the 
role of intellectual property in ensuring equity, both through voluntary licensing and 
knowledge transfer, as well as in the context of the flexibilities provided by the TRIPS 
agreement. In that respect, the EU intends to facilitate the implementation of those 
flexibilities, in particular the use of compulsory licenses including for exports to all 
countries that lack manufacturing capacity.* 
 
The EU will come forward with a proposal in the WTO focusing on: 
:: clarifying and facilitating the use of compulsory licences in crisis times like this pandemic; 
:: supporting the expansion of production; 
:: trade facilitation and limiting export restrictions. 
 
All G20 members also acknowledged the need to address the funding gap of the ACT-
Accelerator, a global collaboration to accelerate development, production, and equitable access to 
COVID-19 tests, treatments, and vaccines, and launched by the WHO, the European Commission, 
France and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. And agreed to extend its mandate to the end of 
2022. 
 
The leaders further agreed on the need for early warning information, surveillance and trigger systems, 
which will be interoperable. These will cover new viruses, but also variants. They will enable countries 
to detect much quicker and to act to nip in the bud outbreaks, before they become pandemics. 
 
G20 clearly stressed the need to ensure equitable access to vaccines and to support low 
and middle-income countries… 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Zoonotic Disease – One Health 
 
New international expert panel to address the emergence and spread of zoonotic diseases 
Geneva/Paris/Rome/Nairobi, 20 May 2021 - International organizations have come together to launch a 
new One Health High-Level Expert Panel to improve understanding of how diseases with the potential 
to trigger pandemics, emerge and spread. 
 
The panel will advise four international organizations - the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations (FAO); the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE); 
the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP); and the World Health Organization 
(WHO) - on the development of a long-term global plan of action to avert outbreaks of 

https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/press-release/new-international-expert-panel-address-emergence-and-spread-zoonotic


   

  

diseases like H5N1 avian influenza; MERS; Ebola; Zika, and, possibly, COVID-19. Three 
quarters of all emerging infectious diseases originate in animals. 
 
It will operate under the One Health Approach, which recognizes the links between the health of 
people, animals, and the environment and highlights the need for specialists in multiple sectors to 
address any health threats and prevent disruption to agri-food systems. 
 
Key first steps will include systematic analyses of scientific knowledge about the factors 
that lead to transmission of a disease from animal to human and vice versa; development of 
risk assessment and surveillance frameworks; identification of capacity gaps as well as agreement on 
good practices to prevent and prepare for zoonotic outbreaks. 
 
The panel will consider the impact of human activity on the environment and wildlife habitats. Critical 
areas will include food production and distribution; urbanization and infrastructure development; 
international travel and trade; activities that lead to biodiversity loss and climate change; and those 
that put increased pressure on the natural resource base - all of which can lead to the emergence of 
zoonotic diseases. 
 
The panel will guide development of a dynamic new research agenda and draw up 
evidence-based recommendations for global, regional, national and local action. 
 
Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, WHO Director-General said: “Human health does not exist in a 
vacuum, and nor can our efforts to protect and promote it. The close links between human, animal and 
environmental health demand close collaboration, communication and coordination between the 
relevant sectors. The High-Level Expert Panel is a much-needed initiative to transform One Health from 
a concept to concrete policies that safeguard the health of the world’s people.”… 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Coronavirus [COVID-19] - WHO 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019  
 

Weekly Epidemiological and Operational updates  
Last update: 22 May 2021 
Confirmed cases ::     165 772 430   [week ago: 161 513 458]    
Confirmed deaths ::         3 437 545    [week ago:     3 352 109]    
Vaccine doses administered:   1 448 242 899 
 
:::::: 
 
Weekly operational update on COVID-19 - 17 May 2021  
In this edition of the COVID-19 Weekly Operational Update, highlights of country-level actions and 
WHO support to countries include: 
:: Surge capacity and procurement support in India 
:: Strengthening ambulance services as a part of the emergency response in Syria 
:: Contact tracing training in Kosovo 
:: Fiji boost its COVID-19 testing capabilities 
:: Supporting countries in the Americas to cope with oxygen supply and health worker shortages 
:: Monitoring implementation of Intra-Action Review recommendations in Indonesia 

https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-operational-update-covid-19---17-may-2021
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-operational-update-covid-19---17-may-2021


   

  

:: Regular updates on WHO’s resource requirements and funds received to support countries in 
implementing the COVID-19 Strategic Preparedness and Response Plan 2021, WHO/PAHO procurement 
of critical supplies, and implementation of the Unity Studies 
 
 
Weekly epidemiological update on COVID-19 - 18 May 2021  
Overview  
   Globally, in the past week, the number of new cases and deaths continued to decrease, although 
overall counts for both remained high with just over 4.8 million new cases and nearly 86 000 new 
deaths reported in the past week. All regions reported a decline in new cases this week with the 
exception of the Western Pacific where the number of new cases were similar to the previous week. 
   In this edition, a special focus update is provided on SARS-CoV-2 Variants of Interest (VOIs) and 
Variants of Concern (VOCs), including updates on the geographic distribution of VOCs B.1.1.7, B.1.351, 
P.1, and B.1.617. 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
UNICEF COVID-19 Vaccine Market Dashboard :: Agreements Table Accessed 22 May 2021 
An overview of information collected from publicly announced bilateral and multilateral supply 
agreements [Agreements view from 2021-05-02 to date] 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our World in Data 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Vaccinations  

https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-epidemiological-update-on-covid-19---4-may-2021
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-epidemiological-update-on-covid-19---18-may-2021
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-epidemiological-update-on-covid-19---18-may-2021
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-epidemiological-update-on-covid-19---18-may-2021
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiNmE0YjZiNzUtZjk2OS00ZTg4LThlMzMtNTRhNzE0NzA4YmZlIiwidCI6Ijc3NDEwMTk1LTE0ZTEtNGZiOC05MDRiLWFiMTg5MjAyMzY2NyIsImMiOjh9&pageName=ReportSectiona329b3eafd86059a947b
https://ourworldindata.org/covid-vaccinations
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Emergencies 
 
POLIO   
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
 
Polio this week as of 19 May 2021 
:: Come and join the virtual launch of the Polio Eradication Strategy 2022-2026, at an online event on 
Thursday 10 June 2021 (at 2pm, Central European Summer Time).  More information, including 
registration details, are available here, where you will find the ‘Save the Date’. 
 
Summary of new WPV and cVDPV viruses this week (AFP cases and ES positives):  
:: Afghanistan: five cVDPV2 cases 
:: Pakistan: one cVDPV2 case 
:: China: one cVDPV3 positive environmental sample 
:: Liberia: two cVDPV2 positive environmental samples 
:: Mali: one cVDPV2 case 
:: Nigeria: one cVDPV2 case and one cVDPV2 positive environmental sample 
 
 
Statement following the Twenty-Eighth IHR Emergency Committee for Polio 
21 May 2021   Statement 
The twenty-eighth meeting of the Emergency Committee under the International Health Regulations 
(2005) (IHR) on the international spread of poliovirus was convened by the WHO Director-General on 
4 May 2021 with Committee members and advisers attending via video conference, supported by the 
WHO Secretariat.  The Emergency Committee reviewed the data on wild poliovirus (WPV1) and 
circulating vaccine-derived polioviruses (cVDPV).  The following IHR States Parties provided an update 
at the video conference on the current situation in their respective countries: Afghanistan, Kenya, 
Pakistan, Senegal, South Sudan and Tajikistan… 
 
Conclusion 
The Committee unanimously agreed that the risk of international spread of poliovirus 
remains a Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) and recommended 
the extension of Temporary Recommendations for a further three months.  The Committee 
recognizes the concerns regarding the lengthy duration of the polio PHEIC, but concludes that the 
current situation is extraordinary, with clear ongoing substantial risk of international spread and utmost 
need for coordinated international response. The Committee considered the following factors in 
reaching this conclusion: 
 
…Based on the current situation regarding WPV1 and cVDPV, and the reports provided by affected 
countries, the Director-General accepted the Committee’s assessment on 21 May 2021 and 
determined that the situation relating to poliovirus continues to constitute a PHEIC, with 
respect to WPV1 and cVDPV… 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
WHO/OCHA Emergencies 
 
Editor’s Note: 

https://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
https://polioeradication.org/gpei-strategy-2022-2026/
https://www.who.int/news/item/21-05-2021-statement-following-the-twenty-eighth-ihr-emergency-committee-for-polio


   

  

Continuing with this edition, we include information about the last apparent update evident on the 
WHO emergency country webpages, recognizing almost universal and significant interims since last 
update regardless of the level of the emergency listed. 
 
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies  [to 22 May 2021] 
Democratic Republic of the Congo - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 3 
May 2021] 
Mozambique floods  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 3 November 
2020] 
Nigeria - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 29 Jun 2020] 
Somalia - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 13 July 2020] 
South Sudan   - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 4 February 2020] 
Syrian Arab Republic  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 24 October 
2020] 
Yemen - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 30 June 2020] 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies  [to 22 May 2021] 
Burkina Faso –  
:: Renforcer les capacités du personnel de santé dans la prise en charge des victimes d... 
21 mai 2021  
 
Afghanistan - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 5 July 2020] 
Angola - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 16 March 2021] 
Burundi  - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 04 July 2019] 
Cameroon  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 12 March 2020] 
Central African Republic - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 12 June 
2018] 
Ethiopia - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 22 August 2019] 
Iran floods 2019  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 2 March 2020] 
Iraq - No new digest announcements identified   [Last apparent update: 512 May 2021 
Libya - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 7 October 2019] 
Malawi - No new digest announcements identified   [Last apparent update: 22 April 2021  
Measles in Europe - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 26-04-2021] 
MERS-CoV  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 8 July 2019] 
Mozambique  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 03 November 2020] 
Myanmar  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 29 March 2021] 
Niger - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 16 avril 2021] 
occupied Palestinian territory  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 4 
September 2019] 
HIV in Pakistan  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 27 August 2019] 
Sao Tome and Principe Necrotizing Cellulitis (2017)  - No new digest announcements  
Sudan  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 24 June 2020] 
Ukraine - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 1 May 2019] 
Zimbabwe - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 10 May 2019] 
   
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 1 Emergencies  [to 22 May 2021] 
Chad  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 30 June 2018] 

http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cod/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/mozambique
http://www.who.int/emergencies/nigeria/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/somalia/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ssd/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/syr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/yem/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
https://www.afro.who.int/fr/countries/burkina-faso
https://www.afro.who.int/fr/news/renforcer-les-capacites-du-personnel-de-sante-dans-la-prise-en-charge-des-victimes-dans-les
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/afg/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/angola
https://www.afro.who.int/countries/burundi
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cmr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/caf/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/eth/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/irn/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/countries/irq/index.html
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/lby/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/malawi
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/communicable-diseases/measles-and-rubella
http://www.who.int/emergencies/mers-cov/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/mozambique
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mmr/en/
https://www.who.int/bangladesh/news/detail/23-03-2021-building-bangladesh-capacity-on-infection-prevention-and-control
https://www.who.int/bangladesh/news/detail/23-03-2021-building-bangladesh-capacity-on-infection-prevention-and-control
http://afro.who.int/fr/countries/niger
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/opt/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/pandemic-epidemic-diseases/news/who-and-partners-mobilize-hiv-drugs-for-infected-children-in-pakistan.html
http://afro.who.int/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/sdn/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ukr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/zwe/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tcd/en/


   

  

Djibouti - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 25 novembre 2020] 
Kenya - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 21 May 2021  
Mali  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 3 May 2017] 
Namibia - viral hepatitis  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 20 July 
2018] 
Tanzania  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 21 October 2019] 
  
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Current Emergencies 
Current Corporate Emergencies 
Ethiopia 
No new digest announcements identified   
 

 
*                      *                       *                        * 

 

:: Agency/Government/IGO Watch 
We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for key 
media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on regional or global 
level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific coverage is limited. Please 
suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
 
 
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly  
[to 22 May 2021] 
https://www.un.org/press/en 
Selected Meetings/Press Releases/Announcements 
21 May 2021  
SG/SM/20734 
Low-Income States Receive 0.3 Per Cent of COVID-19 Vaccines, Secretary-General Warns, 
Calling on 'G20' Nations to Ensure Equal Access, Win War against Virus 
 
21 May 2021  
SG/SM/20735 
Secretary-General Calls for United Drive to Tackle Alarming Decline in Biological Diversity, 
as Governments Prepare New Global Framework 
 
20 May 2021  
SG/SM/20732 
Amid Indiscriminate Attacks, ‘Hell on Earth’ Conditions, Secretary-General Demands 
Ceasefire to Avoid Uncontainable Crisis in, beyond Occupied Palestinian Territory 
 
19 May 2021  
SC/14524 
Issuing Presidential Statement, Security Council Expresses Concern about Devastating 
Impact of COVID-19 on Africa, Urges Greater Cooperation 
 
 
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 22 May 2021] 

http://www.emro.who.int/fr/countries/dji/
http://www.afro.who.int/countries/kenya
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mli/en/
http://afro.who.int/news/baseline-assessment-national-viral-hepatitis-response-namibia
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tza/en/
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.un.org/press/en
https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/sgsm20734.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/sgsm20734.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/sgsm20735.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/sgsm20735.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/sgsm20732.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/sgsm20732.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/sc14524.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/sc14524.doc.htm


   

  

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true  
Top News 
Gaza-Israel: UN experts welcome ceasefire, call for ICC probe 
 
Myanmar: UN expert welcomes “new blow” against junta’s finances, urges all nations step 
up with sanctions 
 
Belarus: Bachelet appoints OHCHR fact-finding mission experts 
 
Gaza-Israel escalation: End violence now, then work to end occupation, say UN experts 
 
South Africa: Failure to tackle domestic violence a violation of women’s rights – UN 
experts 
 
 
United Nations Human Rights Council  [to 22 May 2021] 
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL 
Council News 
Human Rights Council to Hold a Special Session to Address the “Grave Human Rights 
Situation in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem” on Thursday, 27 
May  
20/05/2021 
 
 
Committee on the Rights of the Child [to 22 May 2021] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx 
Latest News 
In dialogue with Luxembourg, Experts of the Committee on the Rights of the Child ask 
about protection from violence, both offline and online 
21 May 2021 

Committee on the Rights of the Child Opens Online Eighty-Seventh Session, Elects New 
Chairperson and Bureau 
17 May 2021 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the sale and sexual exploitation of children   [to 22 May 2021] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx  
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed 
Conflict [to 22 May 2021] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 
Press Releases 
Syria: Prolonged, High-Intensity Conflict Has Devastating Impacts on Children, Critical to 
Prioritize Survivors’ Rights and Needs 
Tuesday, 18 May 2021 
 
 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=27108&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=27106&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=27106&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=27105&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=27102&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=27098&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=27098&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=27107&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=27107&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=27107&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=27109&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=27109&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=27099&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=27099&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/2021/05/syria-prolonged-high-intensity-conflict-has-devastating-impacts-on-children-critical-to-prioritize-survivors-rights-and-needs/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/2021/05/syria-prolonged-high-intensity-conflict-has-devastating-impacts-on-children-critical-to-prioritize-survivors-rights-and-needs/


   

  

SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict 
[to 22 May 2021] 
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights   [to 22 May 2021] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable 
standard of physical and mental health  [to 22 May 2021] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights  [to 22 May 2021] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples   [to 22 May 2021] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx 
Latest news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx 
Latest News 
Chile: Arbitrary and collective expulsion of migrants must stop - UN experts  
19 May 2021 
 
 
UN OCHA Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs [to 22 May 2021] 
https://www.unocha.org/  
Press Releases 
21 May 2021 
UN releases US$22.5 million for rising humanitarian needs in Gaza 
  
18 May 2021 
Sudan Humanitarian Fund (SHF) – an introduction 
  
  
Centre for Humanitarian Data/HDX  [to 22 May 2021] 
https://centre.humdata.org/ 
Resource 

http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=27103&LangID=E
https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases
https://reliefweb.int/node/3740577
https://reliefweb.int/node/3739021
https://centre.humdata.org/


   

  

COVID-19 Data Explorer: Global Humanitarian Operations 
 
 
UNICEF  [to 22 May 2021] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases 
Selected Press Releases, Statements 
Remarks   05/21/2021  
UNICEF Executive Director Henrietta Fore’s remarks at a virtual meeting to mark the 40th 
anniversary of the adoption of the International Code of Marketing of Breastmilk 
Substitutes  
 
News note   05/21/2021  
Geneva Palais briefing note on the situation of children in the State of Palestine  
This is a summary of what was said by UNICEF Special Representative Lucia Elmi – to whom quoted 
text may be attributed – at today's press briefing at the Palais des Nations in Geneva.  
 
Statement   05/20/2021  
Joint Statement by UNICEF Executive Director Henrietta Fore and WHO Director-General 
Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus on the 40th anniversary of the adoption of the 
International Code of Marketing of Breastmilk Substitutes  
 
Press release   05/20/2021  
As deadly surge of COVID-19 sweeps across South Asia, UNICEF calls for US$164 million to 
help save lives  
 
Statement   05/18/2021  
Immediate humanitarian access needed to stave off disaster for Gaza’s children  
Statement by UNICEF Executive Director Henrietta Fore  
 
Statement   05/17/2021  
The COVAX Facility will deliver its 65 millionth vaccine dose this week. It should’ve been at 
least its 170 millionth. The time to donate excess doses is now  
Statement by UNICEF Executive Director Henrietta Fore, as G7 countries gear up for June summit  
 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 22 May 2021] 
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html 
Selected News Releases, Announcements  
UEFA and UNHCR partner to support refugees 
21 May 2021  
 
Statement attributable to UN High Commissioner for Refugees Filippo Grandi on the need 
to end US COVID-19 asylum restrictions 
20 May 2021  
 
UNHCR warns against “exporting” asylum, calls for responsibility sharing for refugees, not 
burden shifting 
19 May 2021  
 
UNHCR appeals for Mozambicans fleeing violence to be given access to asylum in Tanzania  
18 May 2021  

https://data.humdata.org/visualization/covid19-humanitarian-operations/
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-executive-director-henrietta-fores-remarks-virtual-meeting-mark-40th
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-executive-director-henrietta-fores-remarks-virtual-meeting-mark-40th
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-executive-director-henrietta-fores-remarks-virtual-meeting-mark-40th
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/geneva-palais-briefing-note-situation-children-state-palestine
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/joint-statement-unicef-executive-director-henrietta-fore-and-who-director-general-dr
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/joint-statement-unicef-executive-director-henrietta-fore-and-who-director-general-dr
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/joint-statement-unicef-executive-director-henrietta-fore-and-who-director-general-dr
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/deadly-surge-covid-19-sweeps-across-south-asia-unicef-calls-us164-million-help-save
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/deadly-surge-covid-19-sweeps-across-south-asia-unicef-calls-us164-million-help-save
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/immediate-humanitarian-access-needed-stave-disaster-gazas-children
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/covax-facility-will-deliver-its-65-millionth-vaccine-dose-week-it-shouldve-been
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/covax-facility-will-deliver-its-65-millionth-vaccine-dose-week-it-shouldve-been
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/5/60a6a4ea4/uefa-unhcr-partner-support-refugees.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/5/60a6a4ea4/uefa-unhcr-partner-support-refugees.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/5/60a6a4ea4/uefa-unhcr-partner-support-refugees.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/5/60a687764/statement-attributable-un-high-commissioner-refugees-filippo-grandi-need.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/5/60a687764/statement-attributable-un-high-commissioner-refugees-filippo-grandi-need.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/5/60a687764/statement-attributable-un-high-commissioner-refugees-filippo-grandi-need.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/5/60a687764/statement-attributable-un-high-commissioner-refugees-filippo-grandi-need.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/5/60a687764/statement-attributable-un-high-commissioner-refugees-filippo-grandi-need.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/5/60a2751813/unhcr-warns-against-exporting-asylum-calls-responsibility-sharing-refugees.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/5/60a2751813/unhcr-warns-against-exporting-asylum-calls-responsibility-sharing-refugees.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/5/60a2751813/unhcr-warns-against-exporting-asylum-calls-responsibility-sharing-refugees.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/5/60a2751813/unhcr-warns-against-exporting-asylum-calls-responsibility-sharing-refugees.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/5/60a2751813/unhcr-warns-against-exporting-asylum-calls-responsibility-sharing-refugees.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2021/5/60a376604/unhcr-appeals-mozambicans-fleeing-violence-given-access-asylum-tanzania.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2021/5/60a376604/unhcr-appeals-mozambicans-fleeing-violence-given-access-asylum-tanzania.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2021/5/60a376604/unhcr-appeals-mozambicans-fleeing-violence-given-access-asylum-tanzania.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2021/5/60a376604/unhcr-appeals-mozambicans-fleeing-violence-given-access-asylum-tanzania.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/5/60a398db4/brazils-policies-boost-inclusion-venezuelans-challenges-remain.html


   

  

 
Brazil’s policies boost inclusion of Venezuelans, but challenges remain 
Joint UNHCR/World Bank Press Release  
18 May 2021  
 
Three performers with refugee backgrounds participate in Eurovision 2021 
18 May 2021  
 
UN High Commissioner for Refugees Filippo Grandi’s message on the International Day 
Against Homophobia, Transphobia and Biphobia 
17 May 2021  
 
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 22 May 2021]  
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
News 
IOM Calls for Accelerated Action on Environmental Migration at the 2021 International 
Dialogue  
2021-05-21 13:00 
   New York/Geneva – The first International Dialogue on Migration (IDM) session of 2021 will take 
place virtually between 25 and 27 May 2021 from 9:00 to 12:00 EST. 
 
IOM Launches Urgent USD 140 Million Appeal to Support Communities and Refugees in 
Cox’s Bazar 
2021-05-18 14:30 
   Cox’s Bazar – The International Organization for Migration (IOM) has launched an Appeal for USD 
140 million to support over 1.3 million host community... 
 
Despite Positive Efforts, Too Many Migrants Face Challenges Accessing COVID-19 Vaccines 
2021-05-18 09:33 
   Geneva – Government policies, operational realities and administrative requirements like 
identification cards and residency permits may be impeding access to national vaccination efforts for 
some migrants in 53 of the more than 160 countries where the International Organization... 
 
 
UNAIDS [to 22 May 2021]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
Selected Press Releases/Reports/Statements 
21 May 2021 
Support to countries’ equitable and resilient recovery from the pandemic towards the 
health SDGs: The 2021 SDG3 GAP progress report  
 
21 May 2021 
The world can only beat AIDS by ending the inequalities that drive the epidemic  
 
20 May 2021 
A grandmother’s transformative love for her transgender grandchild  
 
19 May 2021 
Integrated services and inclusion key to eliminating mother-to-child HIV transmission in 
Dominica  

https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/5/60a398db4/brazils-policies-boost-inclusion-venezuelans-challenges-remain.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/5/60a398db4/brazils-policies-boost-inclusion-venezuelans-challenges-remain.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/5/60a398db4/brazils-policies-boost-inclusion-venezuelans-challenges-remain.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/5/60a398db4/brazils-policies-boost-inclusion-venezuelans-challenges-remain.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/5/60a3f1214/three-performers-refugee-backgrounds-participate-eurovision-2021.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/5/60a3f1214/three-performers-refugee-backgrounds-participate-eurovision-2021.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/5/60a3f1214/three-performers-refugee-backgrounds-participate-eurovision-2021.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/5/60a3f1214/three-performers-refugee-backgrounds-participate-eurovision-2021.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/5/60a22a434/un-high-commissioner-refugees-filippo-grandis-message-international-day.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/5/60a22a434/un-high-commissioner-refugees-filippo-grandis-message-international-day.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/5/60a22a434/un-high-commissioner-refugees-filippo-grandis-message-international-day.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/5/60a22a434/un-high-commissioner-refugees-filippo-grandis-message-international-day.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/5/60a22a434/un-high-commissioner-refugees-filippo-grandis-message-international-day.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/5/60a22a434/un-high-commissioner-refugees-filippo-grandis-message-international-day.html
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-calls-accelerated-action-environmental-migration-2021-international-dialogue
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-calls-accelerated-action-environmental-migration-2021-international-dialogue
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-launches-urgent-usd-140-million-appeal-support-communities-and-refugees-coxs-bazar
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-launches-urgent-usd-140-million-appeal-support-communities-and-refugees-coxs-bazar
https://crisisresponse.iom.int/sites/default/files/uploaded-files/2021%20IOM%20Bangladesh%20Appeal_Final.pdf
https://www.iom.int/news/despite-positive-efforts-too-many-migrants-face-challenges-accessing-covid-19-vaccines
http://www.unaids.org/en
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2021/may/2021-sdg3-gap-progress-report
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2021/may/2021-sdg3-gap-progress-report
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2021/may/20210521_beat-aids-by-ending-inequalities
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2021/may/20210520_lesotho
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2021/may/20210519_dominica
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2021/may/20210519_dominica


   

  

 
19 May 2021 
UNAIDS Executive Director engages with women leaders and young women in Namibia  
 
18 May 2021 
UNAIDS and its partners implement Partnership to Accelerate COVID-19 Testing in 
Madagascar  
 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 22 May 2021]  
https://www.who.int/ 
21 May 2021  
Statement 
Statement following the Twenty-Eighth IHR Emergency Committee for Polio 
 
21 May 2021  
News release 
G20 leaders boost support of the Access to COVID-19 Tools (ACT) Accelerator but urgent 
and immediate action is needed to maintain momentum 
 
20 May 2021  
Joint News Release 
New international expert panel to address the emergence and spread of zoonotic diseases 
 
20 May 2021  
Departmental news 
Programmatic innovations to address challenges in tuberculosis prevention and care 
during the COVID-19 pandemic 
 
20 May 2021  
Departmental news 
New report highlights global progress on reducing HIV, viral hepatitis and sexually 
transmitted infections and signals need for renewed efforts to reach 2030 targets 
 
20 May 2021  
Statement 
Support to countries’ equitable and resilient recovery from the pandemic towards the 
health SDGs: The 2021 SDG3 GAP progress report 
 
19 May 2021  
News release 
WHO issues new guidance for research on genetically modified mosquitoes to fight malaria 
and other vector-borne diseases 
 
19 May 2021  
News release 
World Health Assembly to focus on ending COVID-19 pandemic and preparing for next one 
 
19 May 2021  
Statement 

https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2021/may/20210519_women-leaders-young-women-namibia
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2021/may/20210518_madagascar
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2021/may/20210518_madagascar
https://www.who.int/
https://www.who.int/news/item/21-05-2021-statement-following-the-twenty-eighth-ihr-emergency-committee-for-polio
https://www.who.int/news/item/21-05-2021-statement-following-the-twenty-eighth-ihr-emergency-committee-for-polio
https://www.who.int/news/item/21-05-2021-statement-following-the-twenty-eighth-ihr-emergency-committee-for-polio
https://www.who.int/news/item/21-05-2021-statement-following-the-twenty-eighth-ihr-emergency-committee-for-polio
https://www.who.int/news/item/21-05-2021-g20-leaders-boost-support-of-the-access-to-covid-19-tools-(act)-accelerator-but-urgent-and-immediate-action-is-needed-to-maintain-momentum
https://www.who.int/news/item/21-05-2021-g20-leaders-boost-support-of-the-access-to-covid-19-tools-(act)-accelerator-but-urgent-and-immediate-action-is-needed-to-maintain-momentum
https://www.who.int/news/item/21-05-2021-g20-leaders-boost-support-of-the-access-to-covid-19-tools-(act)-accelerator-but-urgent-and-immediate-action-is-needed-to-maintain-momentum
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Statement of the COVID-19 subcommittee of the WHO Global Advisory Committee on 
Vaccine Safety (GACVS) on safety signals related to the Johnson & Johnson/Janssen 
COVID-19 vaccine 
 
19 May 2021  
Departmental news 
Developing global health sector strategies on HIV, viral hepatitis and sexually transmitted 
infections for 2022-2030 
 
18 May 2021  
Departmental news 
WHO and UNICEF launch new tools for the promotion of adolescent mental health 
 
17 May 2021  
Joint News Release 
Long working hours increasing deaths from heart disease and stroke: WHO, ILO 
 
:::::: 
 
Weekly Epidemiological Record, Vol. 96, No. 20, pp. 164–175  21 May 2021 
:: Evidence review – Public health measures in the aviation sector in the context of COVID-19: 
quarantine and isolation (21 May 2021) 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO      
No new digest content identified 
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
No new digest content identified 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
No new digest content identified 
 
WHO European Region EURO  
:: Health in Europe podcast: tackling inequities to build fairer, healthier societies 21-05-2021  
:: Integrated screening for infectious diseases: a success story from Georgia 21-05-2021  
:: WHO/Europe’s governing board decides to hold virtual Regional Committee session 20-05-2021  
:: COVID-19: A fragile progress 20-05-2021  
:: Q&A: COVID-19 variants and what they mean for countries and individuals 20-05-2021  
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: COVID-19 posing unprecedented threat on war-torn Yemen  20 May 2021 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
:: Hong Kong SAR (China) eliminates rubella   21 May 2021  
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 22 May 2021] 
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https://www.who.int/westernpacific/news/detail/21-05-2021-hong-kong-sar-(china)-eliminates-rubella


   

  

https://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2021/ 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 22 May 2021] 
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release 
Press Releases, Meetings, Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 22 May 2021] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
Latest from News Centre 
Launch of the 2021 Global Report on Internal Displacement  
Statement delivered by Asako Okai at the launch of the 2021 Global Report on Internal Displacement.  
Posted On May 21, 2021 
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
ITU and UNDP join forces to address urgent unmet capacity building needs  
   Strengthening global digital capacity building is vital for digital transformation and global sustainable 
development 
Posted On May 19, 2021 
 
 
UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 22 May 2021] 
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
News 
20 May  
New report: EU’s performance on the UN sustainable development goal 14 
 
 
UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division  [to 22 May 2021] 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/ 
Meetings and events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 22 May 2021] 
https://www.unenvironment.org/ 
Resources 
22 May 2021 Press release  
World set to miss environment-related Sustainable Development Goals – UN report 
Nairobi, 22 May 2021 - Despite progress in key environmental areas such as clean water, sanitation, 
clean energy, forest management and waste, countries are still living unsustainably and are on course 
to miss the… 
 
20 May 2021 Press release  
New international expert panel to address the emergence and spread of zoonotic diseases 

https://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2021/
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html
https://www.undp.org/speeches/launch-2021-global-report-internal-displacement
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Geneva/Paris/Rome/Nairobi, 20 May 2021 - International organizations have come together to launch a 
new One Health High-Level Expert Panel to improve understanding of how diseases with the potential 
to trigger… 
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
19 May 2021 Press release  
World met target for protected area coverage on land, but quality must improve  
UNEP/IUCN Protected Planet Report: great progress since 2010 with over 22 million km2 of land and 
28 million km2 of ocean protected or conserved and 42% of current coverage added in the last 
decade; but a third of… 
 
 
UNDRR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 22 May 2021] 
https://www.undrr.org/ 
Latest news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 22 May 2021] 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/  
21 May 2021 | DESA 
New paths to sustainably manage forests and oceans 
An estimated 1.6 billion people, or 25 per cent of the global population, rely on forests for their 
subsistence needs, livelihoods, employment and income. 
 
20 May 2021 | DESA 
Improved connectivity, not urban migration, is the best way to help people in world’s rural 
areas develop, UN says 
New approaches made possible through improved access and Internet connectivity can raise the 
standard of living for approximately 3.4 billion people living in rural areas, without them having to 
migrate to cities... 
 
19 May 2021 | DESA 
UN development system responds with ‘solid score’ in face of COVID-19 test  
As the world continues to tackle the multiple impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic, from pushing some 
131 million people into extreme poverty to reversing years of development progress... 
 
 
UNESCO  [to 22 May 2021]  
http://en.unesco.org/news 
Selected Latest News  
Religious Heritage in Selected Iraqi Governorates - Damage Assessment Report 2019 
05/23/2021  
 
UNESCO participates in the opening of 2021 Forum of World Summit on the Information 
Society 
News 
 
International Day for Biological Diversity 
05/20/2021  
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Ethical audits: a powerful tool for enhanced transparency and good governance 
News 
05/18/2021 
 
 
International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS)  [to 22 May 2021] 
https://www.icomos.org/en/ 
Announcements 
ICOMOS warmly thanks Lucile Smirnov for her contributions  
Written on 20 May 2021.  
   After 11 years working at ICOMOS International Secretariat as head of the Documentation Centre, 
Lucile Smirnov has said goodbye to ICOMOS to take up a new position in another institution. 
 
 
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 22 May 2021] 
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp 
Press Releases 
17/05/2021 –  
UNODC Executive Director calls on 30th Crime Commission to advance inclusive, 
integrated justice responses to crime threats amplified by COVID crisis 
 
 
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 22 May 2021] 
http://unhabitat.org/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 22 May 2021] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Food Programme  [to 22 May 2021] 
https://www.wfp.org/news 
News releases 
20 May 2021  
African Development Bank funds emergency food effort for thousands starving in southern 
Madagascar.  
The African Development Bank has made a grant of $686,000 to the United Nations World Food 
Program (WFP) which will provide much needed food relief to thousands of people on the brink of 
starvation in southern Madagascar. 
 
20 May 2021  
Korea continues to support WFP in providing emergency food assistance to Syrians in need  
CAIRO – The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) has received a contribution package 
totalling US$1.5 million from the Government of the Republic of Korea to help provide food assistance 
for conflict-affected Syrians in Jordan and Turkey. 
 
19 May 2021  
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Japan partners with WFP to tackle hunger and malnutrition among vulnerable 
communities in Burkina Faso  
OUAGADOUGOU — The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) welcomes a contribution of 
US$7 million from Japan to alleviate the suffering of vulnerable populations in a country hard-hit by the 
combined effects of insecurity, recurrent climate shocks, rising food prices, and the socio-economic 
impacts of the global pandemic (COVID-19). 
 
19 May 2021  
Half of the population in the Central African Republic in the grip of dire food insecurity 
emergency, UN warns  
Acute food insecurity on the rise as the Central African Republic reels from impacts of conflict and 
COVID-19 
Bangui – Nearly half of the population – 47 percent – suffers from high and surging acute food 
insecurity in the Central African Republic as the country reels from the impacts of ongoing conflict and 
COVID-19, and braces for another harsh May-August lean season, warn the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP).  
 
19 May 2021  
IOM-WFP Partner to Improve Food Security for Vulnerable Communities in Libya with EU 
Support  
Tripoli – With support from the European Union (EU), the International Organization for Migration 
(IOM) and the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) have partnered to help improve food 
security and nutrition for vulnerable communities, including migrants, affected by COVID-19 in Libya.  
 
18 May 2021  
WFP provides cash assistance to displaced people in Armenia  
   YEREVAN – In partnership with the Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs, the UN World Food 
Programme (WFP), is launching a cash assistance programme for displaced people from Nagorno-
Karabakh to meet their food needs across Armenia till the end of June.  
 
18 May 2021  
WFP Geneva Palais Briefing Note: Almost five years after 2017 influx, Rohingya refugees 
are more vulnerable than ever  
This is a summary of what was said by WFP spokesperson Tomson Phiri – to whom quoted text may be 
attributed – at today's press briefing at the Palais des Nations in Geneva, Switzerland. 
   GENEVA – Almost five years after the 2017 influx of the Rohingya refugees, food security in Cox’s 
Bazar remains a top priority - with over a quarter of the new $943 million Joint Response Plan allocated 
towards fighting hunger and malnutrition among Rohingya refugees and host communities.  
Refugees and migration Bangladesh  
 
17 May 2021  
WFP provides immediate support to families caught up in Gaza emergency  
   JERUSALEM – WFP has started providing emergency assistance for more than 51,000 people in north 
Gaza in response to rising humanitarian needs among families affected by the recent escalation of 
conflict in the impoverished strip. 
 
 
ILO International Labour Organization  [to 22 May 2021] 
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm 
Press release 
ILO, Viet Nam join force to promote international labour standards and decent work for all   
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20 May 2021  
   Viet Nam plans to ratify 15 more ILO Conventions, including a core convention on freedom of 
association, during the 2021-30 period. 
 
109th International Labour Conference 
First ever virtual International Labour Conference opens    
20 May 2021  
   For the first time in its history the International Labour Conference is taking place online and will be 
divided into two segments during the course of the year. 
   
Press release 
ILO teams with J.P Morgan to support women entrepreneurs   
18 May 2021  
   Women entrepreneurs in Malaysia, Philippines and Thailand looking to recover from the pandemic 
and build long-term business resilience can receive support through a new initiative launched by the 
International Labour Organization (ILO) and JPMorgan Chase Foundation. 
 
Occupational health 
Long working hours can increase deaths from heart disease and stroke, say ILO and WHO    
17 May 2021  
   The number of people working long hours globally has increased over time, to an estimated 479 
million workers, or nine per cent of the global population. 
   
World of education and work 
Educators and the changing world of education and work   
17 May 2021  
   Effective lifelong learning and quality education for all is essential for a better future of work. If 
teachers, trainers and support workers are to fill this need they will need to master new technologies 
and learning techniques and receive support to deal with their expanded responsibilities. 
Representatives of governments, employers and workers are meeting at the ILO to discuss strategies 
for promoting quality learning and decent work in education. 
 
 
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 22 May 2021] 
http://www.icao.int/  
Latest News          
ICAO and aerospace leaders discuss important role of innovation in addressing aviation's 
'new normal' post-pandemic 
19/5/21 
   
ICAO and International Chamber of Commerce issue new joint statement on pandemic 
public/private cooperation priorities 
17/5/21 
 
 
IMO International Maritime Organization  [to 22 May 2021] 
https://www.imo.org/ 
Latest Press Briefings  
20 May 2021  
Maritime legal courses for developing countries delivered online  
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https://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/ICAO-and-International-Chamber-of-Commerce-issue-new-joint-statement-on-pandemic-public-private-cooperation-priorities.aspx
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https://www.imo.org/
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   Knowledge of maritime legal matters is crucial for development. To support ongoing education during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 103  officials from Small Island Developing States (SIDS) and Least 
Developed Countries (LDCs), and from the seven IMO-established Women in Maritime Associations 
(WIMAs) were recently awarded fellowships to undertake short professional development courses 
organized by the IMO International Maritime Law Institute (IMLI).  
 
18 May 2021  
South-East Asian seas project extended 
   The Marine Environment Protection of the South-East Asian Seas (MEPSEAS) project has been 
extended, by one year, to 2022. Run by IMO and funded by the Norwegian Agency for Development 
Cooperation (Norad), the MEPSEAS project assists participating developing countries to address high-
priority marine environment issues related to ships and shipping, in particular through implementing 
IMO's key international environmental conventions. Norad announced its decision to 
extend its assistance at the project's virtual Extra Ordinary High Level Regional Meeting (17 March). 
 
 
WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 22 May 2021] 
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UPU  Universal Postal Union   [to 22 May 2021] 
https://www.upu.int/en/News-Media/Press/Press-Releases 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 22 May 2021] 
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Organization for Standardization (ISO)  [to 22 May 2021] 
https://www.iso.org/news 
News 
Health 
Tourism in a COVID-19 world  
20 May 2021  
New guidance to help revive the industry in a safe and secure way.  
 
 
UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 22 May 2021] 
https://www.unwto.org/news 
News 
All Regions  
Empowering Indigenous Communities to Drive Tourism’s Recovery  
21 May 2021 
 
All Regions  FITUR, Affiliate Members, Ethics, SDGs  
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https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://mepseas.imo.org/&data=04%7c01%7cSOttway%40imo.org%7c2aa6b1a711a34c6f061308d91a172ac6%7cac3d7338603d4567991dc8ab4b89c213%7c0%7c0%7c637569509071192951%7cUnknown%7cTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7c1000&sdata=CAiwuB0I84BqdBY7QrvjheKx%2BBPz28IArz0TpN8IR%2BI%3D&reserved=0
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https://www.upu.int/en/News-Media/Press/Press-Releases
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html
https://www.iso.org/news
https://www.iso.org/news/Ref2672.html
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Tourism for all – UNWTO presents “Accessibility and Inclusive Tourism Development” - 
Compendium of Best Practices 
19 May 2021 
 
 
WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 22 May 2021] 
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/ 
Press releases  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CBD  Convention on Biological Diversity [to 22 May 2021] 
https://www.cbd.int/ 
Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
DARPA – Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency  [to 22 May 2021 
https://www.darpa.mil/news 
News 
5/21/2021 
Enabling Human Control of Autonomous Partners 
   A major benefit of increasingly advanced automation and artificial intelligence technology is 
decreased workload and greater safety for humans – whether it’s driving a vehicle, piloting an airplane, 
or patrolling a dangerous street in a deployed location with the aid of autonomous ground and airborne 
squad mates. But when there’s a technology glitch and machines don’t function as designed, human 
partners in human-machine teams may quickly become overwhelmed trying to understand their 
environment at a critical moment – especially when they’ve become accustomed to and reliant on the 
machine’s capabilities.  
 
:::::: 
 
USAID [to 22 May 2021] 
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/2021 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Announcements 
USAID Airlifts Urgent Health Supplies to Combat Deadly COVID-19 Surge in Nepal  
May 20, 2021 
Today, the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) announced emergency assistance to 
help Nepal battle its deadly COVID-19 surge. The first of three flights departed for Kathmandu carrying 
surgical masks, face shields, and gloves to protect thousands of health care workers in Nepal. This is 
the first of a series of flights to Nepal and other countries in South Asia as the region experiences this 
latest surge. 
 
United States Announces Nearly $155 Million in New Funding for the Burma and 
Bangladesh Regional Crisis  
May 18, 2021 
Today, the United States announced nearly $155 million in additional humanitarian assistance to meet 
the urgent needs of Rohingya refugees and host communities in Bangladesh and people affected by 
ongoing violence in Burma’s Rakhine, Kachin, Shan, and Chin States. This announcement coincides 
with the launch of the 2021 Bangladesh Joint Response Plan. The new funding includes more than $80 
million from the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), alongside nearly $74 million from 
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the U.S. Department of State. The United States remains the largest donor of humanitarian assistance 
to the crisis in Burma, Bangladesh, and the region, and this latest announcement brings total U.S. 
assistance to more than $1.3 billion since the outbreak of violence in Rakhine State, Burma, in August 
2017. 
 
 
Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office [nee DFID]  [to 22 May 2021] 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/foreign-commonwealth-development-office 
Selected Press Releases. Announcements 
UK aid package to help provide emergency relief for civilians in Gaza  
Published 20 May 2021 
   New UK funding is announced for UN agency for Palestinian refugees (UNRWA) following a recent 
escalation in violence. 
 
 
ECHO  [to 22 May 2021] 
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/aggregator/sources/8_en 
Press Releases 
Coronavirus: EU channels further support to Nepal and repatriates EU citizens  
Thu, 20/05/2021 - 00:00  
European Commission Press release Brussels, 20 May 2021 An aircraft from Spain carrying urgently 
needed oxygen cylinders and concentrators, ventilators and rapid antigen tests arrived in Nepal today, 
following the country's request for support for EU assistance to help contain its rapid surge in COVID-
19 infections.  
 
Nagorno Karabakh conflict: EU allocates additional €10 million to support those affected  
Mon, 17/05/2021 - 00:00  
European Commission Press release Brussels, 17 May 2021 As part of its efforts to strengthen 
resilience and peace building in the South Caucasus, the Commission is today delivering on its pledge 
to contribute an additional €10 million in humanitarian aid, including some very early recovery to help 
civilians affected by the recent conflict.  
 
:::::: 
 
African Union [to 22 May 2021] 
http://www.au.int/ 
News 
African Ministers of Health endorsed an adapted strategy to fight COVID-19  
May 17, 2021  
COMMUNIQUE OF THE HIGH-LEVEL EMERGENCY VIRTUAL MEETING OF AFRICAN MINISTERS OF 
HEALTH ON THE COVID-19 SITUATION IN AFRICA 
 
 
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations  [to 22 May 2021] 
http://asean.org/category/news/asean-secretariat-news/ 
Secretariat News 
ASEAN, China reaffirm commitment to enhance strategic partnership 
   JAKARTA, 18 May 2021 – As ASEAN and China celebrate the 30th anniversary of relations this year, 
they reaffirmed their commitment to further enhancing their strategic partnership at the 27th ASEAN-
China Senior Officials’ Consultation held online today. The Senior Officials discussed the follow-up to 
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the outcomes of the 23rd ASEAN-China Summit last year. They also agreed to work closely 
on implementing decisions and initiatives made [...] 
 
 
European Commission  
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/home/en 
News   
Statement 21 May 2021 
Statement by President von der Leyen following the Global Health Summit 
   
Press release  21 May 2021 
Team Europe launches new financing platform to support health security and resilience in 
Africa  
 
Speech  21 May 2021 
Speech by Commissioner Reynders on the provisional political agreement on the EU Digital 
COVID Certificate 
   
Press release  21 May 2021 
Global leaders adopt agenda to overcome COVID-19 crisis and avoid future pandemics 
   Leaders of the G20 committed today to a series of actions to accelerate the end of the COVID-19 
crisis everywhere and better prepare for future pandemics, at a summit co-hosted by European 
Commission President Ursula von der Leyen and Italian Prime Minister Mario Draghi,. 
 
Press release  21 May 2021 
€1 billion Team Europe initiative on manufacturing and access to vaccines, medicines and 
health technologies in Africa  
   European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen announced today at the G20 Global Health 
Summit in Rome a Team Europe initiative on manufacturing and access to vaccines, medicines and 
health technologies in Africa. 
 
Press release  20 May 2021 
EU Digital COVID Certificate: European Parliament and Council reach agreement on 
Commission proposal 
   The Commission welcomes today's provisional political agreement between the European Parliament 
and the Council on the Regulation governing the EU Digital COVID Certificate. 
 
Press release  20 May 2021 
Coronavirus: Commission signs a third contract with BioNTech-Pfizer for an additional 1.8 
billion doses 
Today, the European Commission signed a third contract with the pharmaceutical companies BioNTech 
and Pfizer. 
 
 
OECD  [to 22 May 2021] 
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/publicationsdocuments/bydate/ 
Top Stories 
New lobbying rules needed to strengthen trust  
   Governments need to revamp lobbying rules to make them fit for the 21st century, according to a 
new OECD report.  
20-May-2021 
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Organization of American States (OAS)   [to 22 May 2021] 
http://www.oas.org/en/ 
Press Releases 
Statement from the OAS General Secretariat on the Initiative of Interim President Juan 
Guaidó for a National Salvation Agreement in Venezuela 
  May 17, 2021  
   The General Secretariat of the Organization of American States (GS/OAS) supports the initiative of 
the interim President of Venezuela, Juan Guaidó, to reach a National Salvation Agreement that allows 
the re-democratization and re-institutionalization of the country. 
   The country's situation requires it. Venezuela is mired in the worst humanitarian crisis in hemispheric 
history, as well as the worst migration and corruption crisis in hemispheric history. Systematic human 
rights violations, drug trafficking and organized crime have completely devastated the country. 
Likewise, with the events in Apure, the lack of territorial control of the Maduro-Jorge Rodríguez 
dictatorship has become even more evident, and how it has ceded territories to irregular groups and 
criminal gangs. All this in the midst of an atrocious ecocide in the arco minero… 
 
 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 22 May 2021] 
https://www.oic-oci.org/  
Selected Press Releases 
OIC welcomes ceasefire agreement in Gaza 
The General Secretariat of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) welcomed the announcement 
of a ceasefire in the Gaza Strip, and commended Egypt’s leadership role in brokering this agreement, 
with diplomatic support from Arab, Muslim countries and the rest of the world.... 
21/05/2021 
 
 
Group of 77  [to 22 May 2021] 
http://www.g77.org/ 
Latest Statements and Speeches 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
UNCTAD  [to 22 May 2021] 
https://unctad.org/media-centre 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Customs Organization – WCO  [to 22 May 2021] 
http://www.wcoomd.org/ 
Latest News – Selected Items 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 22 May 2021] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
WTO News and Events 

http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_releases.asp
https://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=E-052/21
https://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=E-052/21
https://www.oic-oci.org/home/?lan=en
https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=26166&ref=16395&lan=en
http://www.g77.org/
https://unctad.org/media-centre
http://www.wcoomd.org/
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm


   

  

DG Okonjo-Iweala calls on WTO members to tackle vaccine inequity 
    Speaking to G20 leaders and the heads of international organizations on 21 May, Director-General 
Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala said WTO members could contribute to greater equity in the global distribution of 
COVID-19 vaccines by lowering supply chain barriers, fully using existing production capacity, and 
addressing issues related to intellectual property, access and innovation.  
 
Webinar to address delivery of medical technologies, vaccines to their final destination 
21 May 2021 
   A panel of experts will explore on 26 May 2021 the factors determining the successful delivery of 
medical technologies and vaccines to their final destination. The webinar will discuss the lessons 
learned so far and will consider how to undertake a practical and forward-looking approach. The event 
forms part of a series of events to mark the 25th anniversary of the Agreement on Trade-Related 
Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS)… 
   The webinar is an integral part of the “Virtual Course on Trade and Public Health with a Special 
Focus on the COVID-19 Pandemic” and is open to the public. It will take place on 26 May 2021, from 
13:00 to 15:00 (CET). 
   Registration for the webinar is available here. 
   The full programme of the event is available here.  
   The event will be live streamed through the WTO YouTube channel. 
 
:::::: 
 
IPU  Inter-Parliamentary Union   [to 22 May 2021] 
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases 
Press releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Court of Justice  [to 22 May 2021] 
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Criminal Court (ICC)  [to 22 May 2021] 
Trying individuals for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
World Bank [to 22 May 2021] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
Selected News, Announcements 
Cities, Culture, Creativity: Leveraging Culture & Creativity for Sustainable Urban 
Development & Inclusive Growth 
Capitals of Creative Industry – How They Take Shape, Inspire & Endure What would Mumbai be 
without Bollywood? Bangkok without its temples? How would we know Beirut without its za’atar, 
hummus and kibbe?...  
Date: May 21, 2021 Type: Publication  
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Remarks by World Bank Group President David Malpass at the Global Health Summit Co-
Hosted by the European Commission and Italy, as Chair of the G20 
Excellencies, Thank you, Prime Minister Draghi, and President von der Leyen. I share the intensity and 
deep emotions of previous speakers in combatting the pandemic. Together, we need to find faster 
and...  
Date: May 21, 2021 Type: Speeches and Transcripts  
 
Three Priority Intervention Areas to Provide West Africans with Sufficient, Affordable, and 
Nutritious Food in the Long Term 
WASHINGTON, May 20, 2021— According to the Food Crisis Prevention Network, a record 18.6 million 
people are currently in need of food assistance in West Africa. While urgent and immediate 
humanitarian...  
Date: May 20, 2021 Type: Press Release  
 
World Bank Provides Bangladesh $600 Million to Improve Skills and Livelihoods for Poor 
and Vulnerable Population 
WASHINGTON, May 20, 2021 — The World Bank today approved $600 million for two projects in 
Bangladesh to increase the employability and livelihood opportunities of more than 1.75 million poor...  
Date: May 20, 2021 Type: Press Release  
 
The Distributional Impacts of Trade: Empirical Innovations, Analytical Tools, and Policy 
Responses 
Date: May 19, 2021 Type: Publication  
 
Remarks of Mamta Murthi, Vice President for Human Development, at an Event on Vaccine 
Supply Chain and Manufacturing 
Thank you for giving me this opportunity and organizing this very informative and valuable summit. I 
was asked to give a perspective from the World Bank on the COVID-19 vaccine supply chain 
challenges...  
Date: May 19, 2021 Type: Statement  
 
 
IMF  [to 22 May 2021] 
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article 
News, Announcements 
May 21, 2021 
A Proposal to End the COVID-19 Pandemic – IMF Blog  
Home ... The proposal’s total cost of around $50 billion would include grants, national ... 
Recommendations for action ... The key proposed steps include: ... Achieving the vaccination targets 
 
May 21, 2021 
IMF Managing Director Kristalina Georgieva Remarks to EC-G20 Health Summit  
 
 
African Development Bank Group  [to 22 May 2021] 
https://www.afdb.org/en 
Press Releases 
African Development Bank Board approves water policy 
   21-May-2021 - The Board of Directors of the African Development Bank Group has approved a new 
policy on water, prioritizing water security and the transformation of water assets to foster sustainable, 
green and inclusive economic growth in regional member countries. 

http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/speech/2021/05/21/remarks-by-world-bank-group-president-david-malpass-at-the-global-health-summit
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/speech/2021/05/21/remarks-by-world-bank-group-president-david-malpass-at-the-global-health-summit
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2021/05/20/three-priority-intervention-areas-to-provide-west-africans-with-sufficient-affordable-and-nutritious-food-in-the-long-te
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2021/05/20/three-priority-intervention-areas-to-provide-west-africans-with-sufficient-affordable-and-nutritious-food-in-the-long-te
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2021/05/20/world-bank-provides-bangladesh-600-million-to-improve-skills-and-livelihoods-for-poor-and-vulnerable-population
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2021/05/20/world-bank-provides-bangladesh-600-million-to-improve-skills-and-livelihoods-for-poor-and-vulnerable-population
http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/trade/publication/distributional-impacts-of-trade-empirical-innovations-analytical-tools-and-policy-responses
http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/trade/publication/distributional-impacts-of-trade-empirical-innovations-analytical-tools-and-policy-responses
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/statement/2021/05/19/mamta-murthi-remarks-at-an-event-on-vaccine-supply-chain-and-manufacturing
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/statement/2021/05/19/mamta-murthi-remarks-at-an-event-on-vaccine-supply-chain-and-manufacturing
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article
https://blogs.imf.org/2021/05/21/a-proposal-to-end-the-covid-19-pandemic/
https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2021/05/21/sp052121-imf-managing-director-kristalina-georgieva-remarks-to-ec-g20-health-summit
https://www.afdb.org/en
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/african-development-bank-board-approves-water-policy-43790


   

  

 
African Development Bank, EBRD partner to unlock additional sustainable investment 
opportunities in Africa 
   17-May-2021 - The African Development Bank Group and the European Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development (EBRD) on Monday signed a memorandum of understanding to promote sustainable 
private sector development in Africa. The memorandum of understanding will help catalyse new 
sources of financing to help bridge the $2.5 trillion annual financing gap for development in Africa. This 
gap requires that development finance institutions work in partnership. 
 
 
Asian Development Bank  [to 22 May 2021] 
http://www.adb.org/news/releases 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-
level announcements are added each week] 
Latest News Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank   [to 22 May 2021] 
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-
level announcements are added each week] 
News  
Beijing, China, May 21, 2021 
AIIB Strengthens Its Commitment to Environmental and Social Standards 
Approves amendments to its Environmental and Social Framework 
 
 
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 22 May 2021] 
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news 
News 
17 MAY  
South Sudan small-scale producers receive support from IFAD to safeguard their 
livelihoods in the face of the COVID-19 crisis  
 
 
Islamic Development Bank  [to 22 May 2021] 
https://www.isdb.org/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 
 

:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
   We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new research and 
major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, collaborations, and initiatives 
across the human rights, humanitarian response and development spheres of action.  WE will not 
reference fundraising announcements, programs, events or appeals, and generally not include content 
which is primarily photo-documentation or video in format. 

https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/african-development-bank-ebrd-partner-unlock-additional-sustainable-investment-opportunities-africa-43645
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/african-development-bank-ebrd-partner-unlock-additional-sustainable-investment-opportunities-africa-43645
http://www.adb.org/news/releases
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/2021/AIIB-Strengthens-Its-Commitment-to-Environmental-and-Social-Standards.html
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/-/south-sudan-small-scale-producers-receive-support-from-ifad-to-safeguard-their-livelihoods-in-the-face-of-the-covid-19-crisis?p_l_back_url=%2Fen%2Fweb%2Flatest%2Fnews
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/-/south-sudan-small-scale-producers-receive-support-from-ifad-to-safeguard-their-livelihoods-in-the-face-of-the-covid-19-crisis?p_l_back_url=%2Fen%2Fweb%2Flatest%2Fnews
https://www.isdb.org/


   

  

 
 
Action Contre la Faim – Action Against Hunger  [to 22 May 2021] 
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org 
Communiqués de presse 
Nigeria 
La faim menace plus d’un million d’enfants dans le nord-est 
Posté le 20 mai 2021  
   Alors que le nord-est du Nigeria continue de subir une crise humanitaire qui dure depuis près de dix 
ans, une nouvelle analyse de la situation nutritionnelle et alimentaire renforce les inquiétudes quant à 
l’avenir de plus d’un million d’enfants souffrant de malnutrition. 
 
 
Alliance for International Medical Action (ALIMA)  [to 22 May 2021] 
https://alima.ngo/en/ 
PRESS RELEASES 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 22 May 2021] 
https://newsroom.amref.org/category/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases     
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Aravind Eye Care System  [to 22 May 2021] 
https://aravind.org/ 
Aravind News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Blue Shield International  [to 22 May 2021] 
https://theblueshield.org/category/bsi-news/ 
BSI News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BRAC  [to 22 May 2021] 
http://www.brac.net/#news 
Latest 
Environment  
Amplifying the voice of the Global South in climate science 
May 20, 2021  
by Rohini Kamal  
   It is essential that countries in the Global South, particularly those vulnerable to climate change, lead 
the way in generating scientific knowledge. The global recognition of Saleemul Huq’s work shows that 
Bangladesh is well poised to take on this challenge. 
 
 
Clubhouse International  [to 22 May 2021] 
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html 

http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/
https://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/a-la-une/la-faim-menace-plus-dun-million-denfants-dans-le-nord-est/
https://alima.ngo/en/
http://amref.org/news/news/
https://newsroom.amref.org/category/press-releases/
https://aravind.org/
https://theblueshield.org/category/bsi-news/
http://www.brac.net/#news
http://blog.brac.net/amplifying-the-voice-of-the-global-south-in-climate-science/
http://blog.brac.net/author/rohini-kamal/
https://youtu.be/PJm5Bo6VQh8
https://youtu.be/PJm5Bo6VQh8
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html


   

  

News/Events 
News 
Coronavirus -- Updates from the Clubhouse Community 
May 20, 2021  
We Are Excited to Continue our Webinar Training Series — WE ARE NOT ALONE: GROWING 
STRONGER TOGETHER 
   The WANA Webinar Series Will Present: Members on the Clubhouse Board: A Lively, Interactive 
Roundtable Discussion on Wednesday May 26, 2021, at 9:00 am (EDT).  
 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 22 May 2021] 
https://drc.ngo/ 
Press Releases 
Lebanon 
The Danish Refugee Council in Lebanon Launches the new Referral Information 
Management System website 
20. May 2021 
More than half of Lebanon's population lives below the poverty line while nine out of ten Syrian refugee 
families in the country live in extreme poverty. A new website developed by DRC Lebanon gives the 
opportunity to have a holistic response to every vulnerable individual’s need. 
 
 
ECPAT  [to 22 May 2021]  
http://www.ecpat.net/news 
News from ECPAT 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
EIFL – Electronic Information for Libraries  [to 22 May 2021] 
https://www.eifl.net/news 
EIFL works with libraries to enable access to knowledge for education, learning, research and 
sustainable community development 
News 
2020 EIFL Annual Report 
19 May 2021 
   We are pleased to announce the publication of our 2020 Annual Report in which we share our 
achievements in a year dominated by the COVID-19 (...) 
 
 
Fountain House  [to 22 May 2021] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/  
Press Releases/Events 
Member Stories  
At Fountain House College Re-Entry You're a Student, Not a Patient 
May 17, 2021 
 
 
GE2P2 Global  [to 22 May 2021] 
www.ge2p2.org 
News/Analysis/Statements/Webinars 
:: Past weekly editions of Vaccines and Global Health: The Week in Review are available here. 

https://clubhouse-intl.org/coronavirus-updates/
https://drc.ngo/
https://drc.ngo/about-us/for-the-media/press-releases/2021/5/the-danish-refugee-council-in-lebanon-launches-the-new-referral-information-management-system-website/
https://drc.ngo/about-us/for-the-media/press-releases/2021/5/the-danish-refugee-council-in-lebanon-launches-the-new-referral-information-management-system-website/
http://www.ecpat.net/news
https://www.eifl.net/news
https://www.eifl.net/news/2020-eifl-annual-report
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press
https://www.fountainhouse.org/news/at-college-re-entry-youre-a-student-not-a-patient
http://www.ge2p2.org/
https://centerforvaccineethicsandpolicy.net/


   

  

:: [NEW] Informed Consent: A Monthly Review – May 2021 is now posted here 
  
 
Humanity & Inclusion  [nee Handicap International]  [to 22 May 2021]  
https://hi.org/en/index 
News 
Rapid spread of pandemic causing alarming situation in Nepal  
20 May 2021  
The Covid-19 epidemic has plunged Nepal into a public health disaster. One of the poorest nations in 
Asia, it does not have the resources to cope. HI stands ready to assist the most vulnerable people. 
Nepal 
 
Gaza: HI identifies 250 injured victims in need of rehabilitation  
20 May 2021  
As bombings continue, HI has begun providing psychological support, identifying injured civilians in 
need of rehabilitation 
Palestine 
 
“It’s absolutely necessary to provide assistance to vulnerable people”  
18 May 2021  
Violence in the Gaza strip continues to reach extremes. HI teams help to evacuate vulnerable 
populations and are prepared to care for wounded civilians. 
Palestine 
 
HI identifies immediate needs for intervention  
17 May 2021  
In the Gaza strip, the number of civilian casualties and injuries increases, with nearly a hundred deaths 
and over 480 injured. HI identifies the most pressing needs. 
Palestine 
 
HI ready to mobilise its teams in aid of the most vulnerable  
17 May 2021  
The resurgence of violence in the Gaza Strip since 11 May has already left dozens dead and many 
others injured. HI’s teams are ready to mobilise in aid of the most vulnerable and the injured. 
Palestine 
 
 
Heifer International  [to 22 May 2021] 
https://www.heifer.org/ 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
Organizations partner to create fair-pricing model for coffee growers  
May 20, 2021 
   Commercial coffee roaster Bellweather Coffee, global development organization Heifer International 
and specialty coffee importer Sustainable...  
 
 
HelpAge International  [to 22 May 2021]  
https://www.helpage.org/newsroom/latest-news/ 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
No new digest content identified. 

 

https://ge2p2global-centerforinformedconsentintegrity.org/
https://hi.org/en/index
https://hi.org/en/news/rapid-spread-of-pandemic-causing-alarming-situation-in-nepal
https://hi.org/en/news/gaza-hi-identifies-250-injured-victims-in-need-of-rehabilitation
https://hi.org/en/news/-it-s-absolutely-necessary-to-provide-assistance-to-vulnerable-people-
https://hi.org/en/news/hi-identifies-immediate-needs-for-intervention
https://hi.org/en/news/hi-ready-to-mobilise-its-teams-in-aid-of-the-most-vulnerable-
https://www.heifer.org/
https://www.fooddive.com/news/organizations-partner-to-create-fair-pricing-model-for-coffee-growers/600535/
https://www.helpage.org/newsroom/latest-news/


   

  

 
ICRC  [to 22 May 2021] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports         
International Criminal Justice: The Institutions 
   Although the idea dates back to the aftermath of the First World War, it was only in 1945 that the 
first successful international organs of criminal justice – the Nuremberg and Tokyo International 
Military Tribunals – were established, to address war 
21-05-2021 | Legal factsheet 
   
ICRC and IFRC adopt the Climate and Environment Charter for Humanitarian 
Organizations 
   The Climate and Environment Charter for Humanitarian Organizations is now opened for signature by 
all humanitarian organizations, following its adoption by the International Committee of the Red Cross 
and the International Federation of Red Cross and 
20-05-2021 | Article 
   
Blaise Matuidi teams up with the ICRC to protect health-care workers in conflict zones 
   The ICRC, Blaise Matuidi and the ad agency Saatchi & Saatchi produced a campaign to raise 
awareness of the essential role of health-care workers and the need to protect them. 
19-05-2021 | News release 
 
 
IFRC   [to 22 May 2021] 
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
Asia Pacific, Bangladesh, India, Malaysia, Nepal, Philippines 
Asia: Vaccines run dry as COVID surges in Asia to new record death levels 
   Kuala Lumpur/Kathmandu/Delhi/Geneva, 21 May 2021 – Instant action is needed by governments 
and pharmaceutical companies to fix a COVID-19 vaccine supply crisis in Asia as countries run out of 
stocks while suffering grim record daily death tolls.  Nepal … 
21 May 2021 
 
Global 
Red Cross Red Crescent: We need new extraordinary steps to increase access to COVID-19 
vaccines and we need them now 
  The following statement can be attributed to the President of the International Federation of Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Societies, Francesco Rocca, and to the President of the International 
Committee of Red Cross, Peter Maurer: The Internationa … 
18 May 2021 
 
India 
India: Red Cross helps as cyclone strikes double blow in world COVID hotspot 
   Kuala Lumpur/Delhi, 17 May – Red Cross is urgently responding to keep people safe as a major 
cyclone sweeps up the west coast of India, threatening millions already reeling from a world-record 
COVID-19 surge. In recent days, India has seen a slight red … 
17 May 2021 
 
 
International Medical Corps (IMC)   [to 22 May 2021] 
https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/ 

https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/international-criminal-justice-institutions-0
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/icrc-ifrc-climate-environment-charter
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/icrc-ifrc-climate-environment-charter
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/blaise-matuidi-teams-icrc-protect-health-care-workers-conflict-zones
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/asia-vaccines-run-dry-as-covid-surges-in-asia-to-new-record-death-levels/
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/red-cross-red-crescent-we-need-new-extraordinary-steps-to-increase-access-to-covid-19-vaccines-and-we-need-them-now/
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/red-cross-red-crescent-we-need-new-extraordinary-steps-to-increase-access-to-covid-19-vaccines-and-we-need-them-now/
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/india-red-cross-helps-as-cyclone-strikes-double-blow-in-world-covid-hotspot/
https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/


   

  

Selected Press Releases/Updates / Alerts 

No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IRC  International Rescue Committee  [to 22 May 2021] 
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 
Media highlights [Selected] 
Press Release  
Joint NGO CEO letter on Palestine to Secretary Blinken and Ambassador Power 
May 20, 2021  
 
Press Release  
International Rescue Committee Honors Bryan Stevenson with the IRC Freedom Award & 
the Arnhold Family with the John C. Whitehead Humanitarian Award 
May 19, 2021  
 
Press Release  
IRC calls on G7 to commit to $2.3bn humanitarian cash stimulus to end global hunger 
May 19, 2021  
 
Press Release  
The IRC and the LEGO Foundation launch playful, education audio program for refugees 
and displaced children in Colombia 
May 18, 2021  
 
 
IRCT  [to 22 May 2021] 
https://irct.org/ 
Latest News 
News 19 May 2021  
Lisa Henry: "We call for a ceasefire to ensure the protection of civilians in Palestine"  
 
News 17 May 2021  
Great.com Interviews IRCT About Helping Torture Victims Reconnect With Society  
 
 
Islamic Relief Worldwide  [to 22 May 2021]  
https://www.islamic-relief.org/ 
Selected Press Releases 
I still can’t believe I’m alive – but I’m afraid Gaza may face this fear and heartbreak again 
Published: 21 May, 2021  
 
Islamic Relief welcomes important ceasefire breakthrough, but more action needed 
Published: 21 May, 2021  
 
Joint statement: Rohingya refugees deserve more support and a safe future 
Published: 18 May, 2021  
 
 
Landsea   [to 22 May 2021] 
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/ 

http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/joint-ngo-ceo-letter-palestine-secretary-blinken-and-ambassador-power
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/joint-ngo-ceo-letter-palestine-secretary-blinken-and-ambassador-power
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/joint-ngo-ceo-letter-palestine-secretary-blinken-and-ambassador-power
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/joint-ngo-ceo-letter-palestine-secretary-blinken-and-ambassador-power
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/joint-ngo-ceo-letter-palestine-secretary-blinken-and-ambassador-power
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/international-rescue-committee-honors-bryan-stevenson-irc-freedom-award-arnhold-family
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/international-rescue-committee-honors-bryan-stevenson-irc-freedom-award-arnhold-family
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/international-rescue-committee-honors-bryan-stevenson-irc-freedom-award-arnhold-family
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/international-rescue-committee-honors-bryan-stevenson-irc-freedom-award-arnhold-family
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/international-rescue-committee-honors-bryan-stevenson-irc-freedom-award-arnhold-family
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/international-rescue-committee-honors-bryan-stevenson-irc-freedom-award-arnhold-family
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/irc-calls-g7-commit-23bn-humanitarian-cash-stimulus-end-global-hunger
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/irc-calls-g7-commit-23bn-humanitarian-cash-stimulus-end-global-hunger
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/irc-calls-g7-commit-23bn-humanitarian-cash-stimulus-end-global-hunger
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/irc-calls-g7-commit-23bn-humanitarian-cash-stimulus-end-global-hunger
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/irc-and-lego-foundation-launch-playful-education-audio-program-refugees-and-displaced
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/irc-and-lego-foundation-launch-playful-education-audio-program-refugees-and-displaced
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/irc-and-lego-foundation-launch-playful-education-audio-program-refugees-and-displaced
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/irc-and-lego-foundation-launch-playful-education-audio-program-refugees-and-displaced
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/irc-and-lego-foundation-launch-playful-education-audio-program-refugees-and-displaced
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/irc-and-lego-foundation-launch-playful-education-audio-program-refugees-and-displaced
https://irct.org/
https://irct.org/media-and-resources/latest-news/article/1094
https://irct.org/media-and-resources/latest-news/article/1093
https://www.islamic-relief.org/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/i-still-cant-believe-im-alive-but-im-afraid-gaza-may-face-this-fear-and-heartbreak-again/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/islamic-relief-welcomes-important-ceasefire-breakthrough-but-more-action-needed/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/rohingya-refugees-deserve-more-support-and-a-safe-future/
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/


   

  

No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Medecins du Monde   [to 22 May 2021]  
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/ 
Selected Press Releases 
17.05.2021 
MdM condemns the large loss of life and widespread injuries across the occupied 
Palestinian territory 
As of 17 May, 198 Palestinians have been killed in the Gaza Strip since the start of escalations, 
including 58 children and 35 women, based on reports of health authorities. 10 Israelis have also lost 
their lives due to rocket... 
 
 
Mercy Corps [to 22 May 2021] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
News Releases & Alerts  
May 20, 2021  
Joint NGO CEO letter on Palestine to Secretary Blinken and Ambassador Power 
Dear Secretary Blinken and Administrator Power: We, the undersigned Chief Executives of 12 
humanitarian organizations...  
 
May 19, 2021  
Mercy Corps Publishes External Investigation Examining Abuse Committed by Late Co-
Founder  
Portland, Ore -- Mercy Corps today published the report of an independent investigation to determine 
the extent of the...  
 
May 17, 2021  
Mercy Corps Calls for an Immediate Ceasefire in Israel-Palestinian crisis 
As the Israel-Palestinian crisis marked its deadliest day in the week-long conflict so far, Sasha Muench, 
Palestine...  
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 22 May 2021]  
http://www.msf.org/ 
Latest [Selected Announcements 
Palestine  
Gaza: “Night and day, what we are living through is terrifying”  
Voices from the Field 19 May 2021  
 
Palestine  
MSF urges Israel to stop attacks on Gaza as trauma clinic is damaged in shelling  
Project Update 17 May 2021  
 
Madagascar  
Massive increase in food needed as famine looms in southern Madagascar  
Press Release 17 May 2021  
 
 
Operation Smile  [to 22 May 2021] 

http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/
https://www.medecinsdumonde.org/en/news/2021/05/17/mdm-condemns-large-loss-life-and-widespread-injuries-across-occupied-palestinian-territory
https://www.medecinsdumonde.org/en/news/2021/05/17/mdm-condemns-large-loss-life-and-widespread-injuries-across-occupied-palestinian-territory
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases
https://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/joint-ingo-letter-blinken
https://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/freeh-group-report-May-2021
https://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/freeh-group-report-May-2021
https://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/gaza-ceasefire-call
http://www.msf.org/
https://www.msf.org/gaza-night-and-day-what-we-are-living-through-terrifying
https://www.msf.org/israel-urged-stop-gaza-attacks-trauma-clinic-damaged-shelling-palestine
https://www.msf.org/food-aid-needed-famine-looms-southern-madagascar


   

  

http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office 
Program Schedule 
Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve every 
opportunity for safe surgical care.  
 
  
OXFAM [to 22 May 2021] 
https://www.oxfam.org/en/ 
Press Releases         
Oxfam Statement on the Two-Year Vacancy in UN Personal Envoy Post for Western Sahara  
21 May 2021 
Oxfam is deeply concerned that during the long-term vacancy in the post, all political negotiations – 
which President Kohler had relaunched and revitalized after six years of stagnation – have completely 
stalled, and the 29-year ceasefire between the Polisario Front and Morocco has collapsed.  
   
Oxfam reaction to 2021 Global Health Summit  
21 May 2021 
Anna Marriott, Oxfam Health Policy Manager and Policy co-lead for the People’s Vaccine Alliance said: 
"The 2021 Global Health Summit ended today in danger of being judged an historical failure of global 
solidarity to tackle a Covid-19 pandemic that is still, around the world, in its first expanding phase and 
yet to peak. World leaders talked eloquently about the bottle-necks that are limiting vaccine 
manufacturing and supply, and the gross inequalities today of global vaccinations, but their solutions 
remain the same tired ones that have failed billions of people who remain unvaccinated and vulnerable 
to infection ahead." 
 
Oxfam reaction to the ceasefire in the Occupied Palestinian Territory and Israel 
21 May 2021 
Shane Stevenson, Oxfam Country Director for the Occupied Palestinian Territory and Israel said:    
“Finally, for the first of 12 consecutive nights, two million Palestinians in Gaza, including hundreds of 
thousands of traumatized children, can rest rather than lie awake in fear as bombs fly over their 
homes.  And civilians across Israel will be spared the threat of rocket attacks.   
   
IMF's Comprehensive Surveillance Review a lost opportunity: Oxfam 
20 May 2021 
In response to the completion of the 2021 Comprehensive Surveillance Review today by the Executive 
Board of the International Monetary Fund (IMF), Nabil Abdo, Oxfam’s Senior Policy Advisor on 
International Financial Institutions, said: “We welcome that the Fund has updated its approach to 
policy advice at this pivotal time. However, we are deeply disappointed that, despite the Fund’s 
repeated warnings about the disastrous effects of rising inequality, this Review misses a crucial 
opportunity to require staff to advise countries on policies to tackle inequality or systematically assess 
the impacts on inequality of its own recommendations." 
 
Oxfam reaction to the violence against migrants crossing into Spanish enclave  
20 May 2021 
Oxfam is concerned about the treatment of the 8,000 migrants who crossed from Morocco into the 
Spanish enclave, Ceuta last Tuesday, 2,000 of which were thought to be children.   
  
COVID vaccines create 9 new billionaires with combined wealth greater than cost of 
vaccinating world's poorest countries 
20 May 2021 
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At least nine people have become new billionaires since the beginning of the COVID pandemic, thanks 
to the excessive profits pharmaceutical corporations with monopolies on COVID vaccines are making, 
The People’s Vaccine Alliance revealed today ahead of a G20 leaders Global Health Summit. 
 
Nearly half a million people out of reach in Gaza  
18 May 2021 
Oxfam said today that it cannot reach around 450,000 or more people in Gaza because of fighting and 
aerial bombardment. Oxfam staff are trying to resume their humanitarian and livelihood programmes 
with its network of partners but the destruction and indiscriminate threat to life make any emergency 
aid, at the moment, impossible to mount. The international agency should be providing food, clean 
water, sanitation and child protection support but the bombing is making it too dangerous for anyone 
to leave their homes.    
  
Commission’s Corporate Taxation Plan overtakes global tax negotiations but now Member 
States must step up to the challenge 
18 May 2021 
Today, the European Commission published their “Communication on business taxation for the 21st 
century”. The plan takes steps to ensure fair and effective taxation, to simplify tax rules for companies 
and to establish a longer-term business taxation framework. 
 
  
Norwegian Refugee Council   [to 22 May 2021] 
http://www.nrc.no/ 
Latest news  
Middle East|Palestine | 21. May 2021  
Gaza ceasefire: statement by NRC Secretary General Jan Egeland 
Statement by the Norwegian Refugee Council on the ceasefire announcement between Israel and the 
Palestinian armed groups.  
 
Middle East|Palestine | 20. May 2021  
Letter to Biden administration to step up and help end hostilities between Israel and 
Palestine 
An open letter from 12 INGOs calling on the U.S to urgently step up its action to achieve an immediate 
ceasefire and help put an end to the on-going hostilities between Israel and Palestinian armed groups 
and to ensure safe humanitarian access to allow life-saving relief to the civilian population.  
 
Global | 20. May 2021  
Disasters contribute to record displacement 
Last year, one person every second was forced to flee conflict or disaster. More than twice as many 
people are now displaced within their own country, compared to the number of people who have fled 
over the border as refugees. Extreme weather is increasingly a factor.  
 
Global|Middle East|Palestine | 18. May 2021  
Eleven children receiving NRC trauma care killed in their homes by Israeli air strikes 
The Norwegian Refugee Council confirmed today that 11 of over 60 children killed by Israeli air strikes 
in Gaza over the last week were participating in its psycho-social programme aimed at helping them 
deal with trauma.  
 
Bangladesh | 18. May 2021  
NGO's urge global community to support Rohingya refugees 

https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/nearly-half-million-people-out-reach-gaza
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https://www.nrc.no/news/2021/may/disasters-contribute-to-record-displacement/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2021/may/11-children-killed/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2021/may/calling-for-global-community-to-support-rohingya-refugees/


   

  

The Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) joins other leading NGOs in calling for global community to 
support Rohingya refugees to live a safe and dignified life in the refugee camps in Bangladesh. 
Together we urge governments to contribute generously to the 2021 Joint Response Plan for Rohingya 
Humanitarian Crisis (JRP) released today in Geneva. Read full statement below:  
 
 
Pact  [to 22 May 2021] 
http://www.pactworld.org/  
Latest News  
May 19, 2021 
EU awards Pact €3 million to expand peacebuilding in East Africa  
   Pact has secured the support of a European Union grant for €3,137,520 to expand peacebuilding 
activities in Ethiopia and Kenya. The project, SEEK II,...  
 
 
Partners In Health  [to 22 May 2021] 
https://www.pih.org/news 
News       
Working In Global Health: Megan Striplin 
Megan Striplin, lab program associate with PIH, reflects on why she changed career paths, what’s been 
the most meaningful part of her work at PIH, and why diversity matters—in global health and beyond.  
May 19, 2021  
 
What PIHers are Reading, Watching, and Listening to in Honor of APAHM 
In honor of Asian Pacific American Heritage Month (APAHM), Partners In Health (PIH) staff in the 
United States shared their favorite books, movies, songs, and podcasts that share the lives and 
experiences of the Asian American and Pacific Islander (AAPI) community. Their recommendations, 
below, highlight works that provide inspiration, historical context, and insight into the Asian American 
experience.  
May 17, 2021  
 
‘As Much As We Can, As Fast As We Can:’ PIH Teams Racing to Boost Oxygen Supplies 
Amid Global Shortages 
Lockdowns, national export bans, global surges in demand, shipping woes and flight delays are just 
some of the challenges PIH teams have faced over the past year, to provide lifesaving support to 
patients and health systems  
May 17, 2021  
 
 
PATH  [to 22 May 2021]  
https://www.path.org/media-center/  
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Plan International/BORNEfonden  [to 22 May 2021] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Save The Children [to 22 May 2021] 
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https://www.savethechildren.net/news 
News 
21 May 2021 - occupied Palestinian territory 
Children in Gaza conflict will suffer for years to come 
 
21 May 2021 - Myanmar, Thailand 
Education at risk: A generation of children in Myanmar must have safe, appropriate and 
inclusive opportunities to continue their learning 
 
21 May 2021 - occupied Palestinian territory 
Save the Children’s statement on the ceasefire announced in Gaza and Israel  
 
21 May 2021 - United Kingdom 
Rich countries need to spend just $0.80 a week per citizen to stock world with COVID-19 
vaccines 
 
20 May 2021 - Mozambique 
Cabo Delgado: Displaced children tell of lost parents, lack of schooling, diseases, but also 
of hope in new report 
 
19 May 2021 - Spain 
CEUTA: Children must be protected and not sent back – Save the Children  
 
19 May 2021 - occupied Palestinian territory 
Fifty schools in Gaza and three in Israel have been damaged in the last week – Save the 
Children 
 
18 May 2021 - India 
INDIA: Thousands of homes destroyed by Cyclone Tauktae as country grapples with 
COVID-19 
 
17 May 2021 - Yemen 
Yemen: Tens of thousands of children denied access to education after a single month of 
attacks on schools  
 
 
Tostan  [to 22 May 2021] 
http://www.tostan.org 
News/Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Women for Women International [to 22 May 2021]  
https://www.womenforwomen.org/blogs 
Blogs & Updates 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Vision  [to 22 May 2021] 
http://wvi.org/ 
Newsroom  
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Child marriage has more than doubled during the COVID-19 pandemic with numbers set to 
incr...  
May 20th 2021  
 
Children are paying with their lives  
May 19th 2021  
  
 :::::: 
 
Electronic Frontiers Foundation   [to 22 May 2021] 
https://www.eff.org/updates?type=press_release 
Press Releases 
Press Release | May 21, 2021  
EFF Sues Police Standards Agency to Obtain Use of Force Training Materials 
   Woodland, California—The Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF) sued the California Commission on 
Peace Officer Standards and Training (POST) to obtain materials showing how police are trained in the 
use of force, after the organization cited third-party copyright interests to illegally withhold them from 
the public.The lawsuit, filed under California’s Public Records... 
 
Press Release | May 19, 2021  
Coalition Launches ‘Dark Patterns’ Tip Line to Expose Deceptive Technology Design 
   San Francisco – The Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF) has joined Consumer Reports, Access Now, 
PEN America, and DarkPatterns.org in launching the “Dark Patterns Tip Line”—a project for the public 
to submit examples of deceptive design patterns they see in technology products and services.“Dark 
patterns” design tactics are used to... 
 
 
Freedom House [to 22 May 2021]  
https://freedomhouse.org/ 
Latest Updates  
United States: Push for State Voting Restrictions Undermines Democracy  
Press release  May 20, 2021  
 
Belarus: Freedom House Condemns Raid on Independent Media Outlet  
Press release   May 19, 2021 
 
 
Human Rights Watch  [to 22 May 2021] 
https://www.hrw.org/ 
Featured Commentary, Announcements, Statements 
May 21, 2021  
US: Failed Justice 100 Years After Tulsa Race Massacre  
   The failure by city and state authorities in Tulsa, Oklahoma, to provide comprehensive reparations 
has compounded the harms of the May 31, 1921 Tulsa race massacre on its upcoming centennial. 
Watch the Video  
   
May 21, 2021  News Release  
ICC: First Major Hearings on Darfur Crimes  
   
May 19, 2021  Commentary  
How the UN Can Help End Israeli Apartheid and Persecution  
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Louis Charbonneau,  United Nations Director  
Published in: Foreign Policy in Focus  
   
May 20, 2021  News Release  
Bangladesh: Arrest of Journalist Investigating Corruption  
 
 
Transparency International  [to 22 May 2021] 
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases 
Press 
Statement on the sanctioning of Towards Transparency, our national contact in Vietnam 
Transparency International takes note of the administrative sanctions imposed on our partner and 
national contact in Vietnam, Towards Transparency. On 14 May 2021, the Ha Noi Department of…  
 
21 May 2021  
Alarm over threat to the independence of Argentina’s General Attorney of the Nation 
Transparency International is deeply concerned about the attempt to reform the method for selecting 
Argentina’s General Attorney of the Nation. Replacing the requirement of a two-thirds majority in…  
18 May 2021  
 
:::::  
 
ChildFund Alliance  [to 22 May 2021] 
https://childfundalliance.org/ 
News/ Statements 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
CONCORD  [to 22 May 2021] 
http://concordeurope.org/  
Latest News and Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
The Elders  [to 22 May 2021] 
https://theelders.org/news-insight 
Selected Press Releases and Major Announcements 
Guest Blog 
“Days marked by death tolls”: Finding hope amid global despair  
21 May 2021  
   Youth climate activist Nikayla Jefferson from California writes about her experience as a Black, queer 
woman in the youth climate movement and how, for her, the climate crisis is one of many existential 
threats. 
 
 
Evidence Aid   [to 22 May 2021] 
Evidence Aid aims to save lives and livelihoods in disasters by providing decision-makers with the best 
available evidence and by championing its use. 
http://www.evidenceaid.org/ 
New Resources  
No new digest content identified. 
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Gavi [to 22 May 2021] 
https://www.gavi.org/ 
News Releases 
21 May 2021 
Global leaders renew their commitment to address urgency of COVID-19 pandemic 
:: At today’s Global Health Summit, hosted by the European Commission and Italy as chair of the G20, 
leaders pledged their support to the Gavi COVAX Advance Market Commitment (AMC) 
:: Italy committed EUR 300 million to the Gavi COVAX AMC, which will count towards COVAX’s goal of 
procuring 1.8 billion COVID-19 vaccine doses for lower-income economies in 2021. 
:: In addition, France, Germany, Italy, The Netherlands, Norway, Spain and Switzerland – as part of 
Team Europe – pledged to share a combined total of over 100 million vaccine doses with middle- and 
low-income economies, boosting short term supplies. 
 
21 May 2021 
Gavi signs agreement with Johnson & Johnson for supply of its COVID-19 vaccine to 
COVAX 
:: The signed advance purchase agreement (APA) is for a commitment to purchase 200 million doses of 
the Johnson & Johnson vaccine, with the goal of them being made available to the COVAX Facility in 
2021 
:: Doses will be delivered to self-financing participants of the COVAX Facility as well as lower-income 
economies eligible to be supported by the Gavi COVAX Advance Market Commitment (AMC) 
:: Gavi CEO Seth Berkley: “This agreement means the COVAX Facility is able to offer participants yet 
another safe and effective tool against the pandemic. I welcome Johnson & Johnson’s commitment to 
equitable access and to expanding global manufacturing. As a one dose vaccine, the J&J vaccine has 
particular relevance for places with difficult infrastructure, making it a very important addition to the 
portfolio.” 
 
18 May 2021 
Go Give One campaign gives public the opportunity to support access to COVID-19 
vaccines for lower-income countries 
:: Individuals can now directly fund vaccines for lower-income countries via the Gavi COVAX AMC to 
help end the pandemic 
:: The platform will give businesses a chance to match employee and customer contributions 
 
 
Getty Conservation Institute   [to 22 May 2021] 
https://www.getty.edu/research/ 
Latest News   
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Global Fund  [to 22 May 2021] 
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/ 
News & Stories 
News  
G20 Reaffirms Commitment to ACT-A to Fight COVID-19  
21 May 2021  
   G20 leaders and heads of international and regional organizations reaffirmed their commitment to 
fight pandemics and support the Access to COVID-19 Tools (ACT) Accelerator –a ground breaking 

https://www.gavi.org/
https://www.gavi.org/news/media-room/global-leaders-renew-their-commitment-address-urgency-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.gavi.org/news/media-room/gavi-signs-agreement-johnson-johnson-supply-its-covid-19-vaccine-covax
https://www.gavi.org/news/media-room/gavi-signs-agreement-johnson-johnson-supply-its-covid-19-vaccine-covax
https://www.gavi.org/news/media-room/go-give-one-campaign-gives-public-opportunity-support-access-covid-19-vaccines
https://www.gavi.org/news/media-room/go-give-one-campaign-gives-public-opportunity-support-access-covid-19-vaccines
https://www.getty.edu/research/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/2021-05-21-g20-reaffirms-commitment-to-act-a-to-fight-covid-19/


   

  

collaboration of global partners to accelerate the development, production and equitable delivery of 
new tests, treatments, vaccines and health supplies worldwide.  
 
 
ICVA - International Council of Voluntary Agencies   [to 22 May 2021] 
https://icvanetwork.org/ 
Latest resources, events, content 
ICVA Annual Conference 25 & 26 May 2021  
May 25, 2021 (All day) to May 26, 2021 (All day) 
Online 
 
 
InterAction  [to 22 May 2021] 
http://www.interaction.org/ 
Latest Updates 
Global & Public Policy Positions  
Climate Resilient Debt Management 
Erin Landy  |  May 21, 2021  
 
Crises & Countries in Conflict  
InterAction Statement on Escalation of Violence and Humanitarian Need in Gaza and the 
Region 
InterAction  |  May 19, 2021  
 
Humanitarian Practice  
Power, Privilege & the Realities of NGO Localization Efforts Amid COVID-19 
Danielle Halprin  |  May 17, 2021  
 
:::::: 
 
3ie  International Initiative for Impact Evaluation [to 22 May 2021] 
https://www.3ieimpact.org/ 
Publications/Events/Blogs 
3ie at CEDIL webinar: How to evaluate impact in intensely interdisciplinary research  
    CEDIL 24 May 2021 Online This webinar will bring together some Action Against Stunting Hub 
representatives and its research partners to look at how they tackle the question of evaluating the 
long-term impacts of their research. 
 
 
CHS Alliance  [to 22 May 2021] 
http://chsalliance.org/ 
Our Impact/Events 
Protection from Sexual Exploitation and Abuse and Sexual Harassment CoP 
Webinar  26 May 2021 
 
 
Development Initiatives   [to 22 May 2021] 
http://devinit.org/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
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::::::  
 
Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action 
(ALNAP)     [to 22 May 2021] 
http://www.alnap.org/ 
News/Blog/Events  
Are humanitarian evaluations fit for purpose? 
21 May 2021  
   Evaluations can play a key role in capturing learning from humanitarian action. But how well do they    
actually do this – and how does this relate to their accountability function? 
   Susanna Morrison-Metois, ALNAP’s Senior Research Fellow for Evaluation and Learning, caught up 
with James Darcy, co-author of a recent ALNAP discussion paper Missing the point?, on the state of 
evaluation practice, the role of independent evaluation and the need to think beyond standard 
evaluation approaches. 
 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 22 May 2021] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre 
LATEST PRESS RELEASES 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
EHLRA/R2HC/HIF   [to 22 May 2021] 
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Geneva Centre of Humanitarian Studies [nee CERAH] – [to 22 May 2021] 
https://humanitarianstudies.ch/ 
News/Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Groupe URD   [to 22 May 2021] 
https://www.urd.org/en/ 
Publications, Events, News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Humanitarian Studies Association  [to 22 May 2021] 
https://ihsa.info/  

Weekly humanitarian blog posts selection 
Local accounts on the effect of Covid-19 in rural areas 
10th – 16th May 
   This week’s blogs bring COVID-19 to the forefront again. One post presents the current pandemic as 
a global humanitarian emergency, and two present local accounts of the effect of COVID-19 in rural 
Zimbabwe and Myanmar. Financing and donors are also highlighted. One post presents the implications 
for aid when donors agendas and actions contradict each other, another discusses the new tax 
guidelines for government-to-government aid projects, and a post that shares what to consider when 
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https://mailchi.mp/78217bb63808/local-accounts-on-the-effect-of-covid-19-in-rural-areas


   

  

evaluating cash assistance. Regarding the nexus approach, one post presents research results on why 
transformational change is needed to advance with this agenda. 
   Finally, we have two blog post addressing current crises on the planet: One in Spanish, reflects on 
the manifestations in Colombia, and another discusses the ‘right to self-defence’ in light of the attacks 
in Gaza. 
 
 
INEE – an international network for education in emergencies   [to 22 May 2021] 
https://inee.org/ 
News/Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP)  [to 22 May 2021] 
https://phap.org/ 
Association news, events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Sphere  [to 22 May 2021] 
https://spherestandards.org/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Start Network [to 22 May 2021] 
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs 
News and Blog  
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
Brookings    [to 22 May 2021] 
http://www.brookings.edu/ 
Accessed 22 May 2021 
The Arctic  
US military options to enhance Arctic defense 
Timothy Greenhaw, Daniel L. Magruder Jr., Rodrick H. McHaty, and Michael Sinclair 
May 2021  
 
Demographics & Population  
Pandemic population change across metro America: Accelerated migration, less 
immigration, fewer births and more deaths 
William H. Frey 
Thursday, May 20, 2021  
 
Immigration  
Unleashing international entrepreneurs to help the U.S. economy recover from the 
pandemic 
Dan Berger, Steve Yale-Loehr, Doug Rand, Leon Rodriguez, Lindsay Milliken, Kelli Duehning, Megan 
Kludt, Jeff Goldman, and Michael Serotte 

https://inee.org/
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Thursday, May 20, 2021  
 
Essay  
The case for replacing “Silver Loading” 
Matthew Fiedler 
Thursday, May 20, 2021  
 
Infrastructure  
Short-term federal funding from ARP can jumpstart long-term water infrastructure 
improvements 
Joseph W. Kane 
Wednesday, May 19, 2021  
 
 
Center for Global Development    [to 22 May 2021] 
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center 
New Publications 
May 21, 2021 
MDBs to the Rescue? The Evidence on COVID-19 Response 
The world is now more than a year into the second global crisis of the century. This time, the IMF has 
stepped up. But what about the multilateral development banks? One of their central roles is to expand 
the fiscal space of middle- and low-income countries (MICs and LICs) for development spending, 
exactly what is needed now, and to catalyze finance from the private sector, especially when private 
finance pulls back. Have they done so? As the 2020 data on MDB finance become available, what can 
we conclude about how MDBs are performing when the developing world needs them most? 
Nancy Lee and Rakan Aboneaaj  
 
May 20, 2021 
Win-Win? The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor and its Impacts on the Pakistani 
Economy 
This paper employs a difference-in-differences approach and a pair of new datasets on government 
spending and economic activity compiled by the World Bank to examine the local impacts of the 
Chinese-Pakistan Economic Corridor in Pakistan. 
David Landry  
 
May 19, 2021 
The Pathway to Progress on SDG 4: A Symposium 
The heart of Girin Beeharry’s manifesto is that we must reorient global aid for education around 
promoting foundational literacy and numeracy, unflinchingly monitor progress on that core goal, and 
hold all development institutions accountable for measurable results in this domain. In this collection, 
sector leaders, researchers, and practitioners provide their reflections and counter proposals to Girin’s 
essay. 
Manos Antoninis , Caitlin Baron , Girindre Beeharry , Risha Chande , Lee Crawfurd , Luis A. Crouch , 
Anton De Grauwe , Ashish Dhawan , Aidan Eyakuze , Susannah Hares , Hugh McLean , Nompumelelo 
Mohohlwane , Silvia Montoya , Karen Mundy , Moses Ngware , Benjamin Piper , Lant Pritchett , Jaime 
Saavedra , Oliver Sabot , Justin Sandefur , Laura Savage and Youdi Schipper  
 
May 18, 2021 
Testimony on China’s Lending Practices and the International Debt Architecture  
On May 18, 2021, CGD Senior Fellow Scott Morris testified before the House Committee on Financial 
Services Subcommittee on National Security, International Development and Monetary Policy at a 
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hearing titled “Examining Belt and Road: The Lending Practices of the People’s Republic of China and 
Impact on the International Debt Architecture” 
Scott Morris  
 
May 18, 2021 
China’s Model of Innovation: Are There Lessons for African Countries? 
Innovation is known to be important for productivity and economic growth, while intellectual property 
rights are, in conventional economics models, thought to spur innovation. Yet China, which averaged 
over 6 percent annual economic growth for three decades and is often cited as a “growth miracle,” has 
been criticized for poor intellectual property rights protection domestically, as well as when exporting 
products abroad. 
Peter Grinsted and Ovigwe Eguegu  
 
May 12, 2021 
Do High-Stakes Exams Promote Consistent Educational Standards? 
Each year over two million secondary-school students across English-speaking West Africa sit 
coordinated exams, with the explicit goal of maintaining consistent educational standards across 
schools and over time. We find that scores across math items drawn from different exam years—when 
taken by an identical group of students on the same day—closely track fluctuations in Ghana’s national 
pass rates over time, absent any role for cheating or changes in real performance. 
Jack Rossiter , Might Kojo Abreh , Aisha Ali and Justin Sandefur  
 
 
CSIS  
https://www.csis.org/ 
Accessed 22 May 2021 
Selected Report/Events 
Report 
Reshore, Reroute, Rebalance: A U.S. Strategy for Clean Energy Supply Chains 
May 19, 2021 | Nikos Tsafos, Lachlan Carey, Jane Nakano, Sarah Ladislaw As clean energy deployment 
accelerates, so does the need to think strategically about this system. In doing so, the United States 
can apply some of the policies used to pursue energy security in the hydrocarbon era, adapting them 
to the needs of a low-carbon world.  
 
Report  
Mapping the National Security Industrial Base: Policy Shaping Issues 
May 19, 2021 | James Andrew Lewis The United States is not lagging in innovation, but it needs to be 
willing to take more risks. With the right authorities, funding, and mechanisms, the national security 
community can leverage a strong and dynamic innovation ecosystem in its favor.  
 
Report 
Sustainable States: Environment, Governance, and the Future of the Middle East 
May 18, 2021 | Jon B. Alterman, Natasha Hall, Will Todman Dr. Jon Alterman, Natasha Hall, and Will 
Todman examine the power, water, and sanitation sectors in Jordan, Lebanon, and Tunisia and explore 
how environmentally sustainable public utilities could help bridge the trust deficit between citizens and 
their governments.  
 
Report 
Open Letter Calling for Urgent High-Level US Leadership to Address Escalating Global 
COVID-19 Vaccine Crisis 
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May 17, 2021 U.S. leadership is required to ensure universal global access to high-quality and safe 
vaccines, support rapid vaccine distribution and administration, and build a sustainable global network 
of vaccine manufacturing capacity.  
 
 
Rand  [to 22 May 2021] 
https://www.rand.org/pubs.html 
Selected Research Reports, Featured Journal Articles 
Report 
A Practical Guide to Implementing Rerandomisation in Education Trials 
   This guide provides practical steps for conducting rerandomisation in randomised controlled trial 
(RCT) evaluations of education programs and highlights the benefits and drawbacks of this method as 
compared to others, such as stratification. 
May 17, 2021 
Kata Mihaly, Isaac M. Opper, Alex Sutherland, Miaoqing Yang 
 
 
RoRI [Research on Research Institute]  [to 22 May 2021] 
http://researchonresearch.org/ 
We're an open and independent new initiative providing data, analysis and intelligence on how to make 
research systems more strategic, open, diverse and inclusive. 
RoRI News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Alan Turing Institute 
https://www.turing.ac.uk/news 
News, Research, Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Unitaid  [to 22 May 2021] 
https://unitaid.org/ 
Featured News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Urban Institute   [to 22 May 2021] 
https://www.urban.org/publications 
Publications 
Keys to Successful ADU Rollout in Louisville  
Accessory dwelling units (ADUs) increase housing choice by allowing homeowners to add backyard 
cottages, basement apartments, and “bump-outs” to single-family lots. This moderate-cost housing 
gives residents such as older adults, adults with disabilities, and young people the ability to both 
remain independent and live close to family members while offering families with low or moderate 
incomes the opportunity  
Yonah Freemark, Gabriella Velasco 
May 21, 2021  
Fact Sheet 
  
Marketplace Premiums and Participation 2021  
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In this paper, we explore Affordable Care Act (ACA) Marketplace premiums at the state and rating 
region levels, focusing on the changes between 2020 and 2021. In 2021, the ACA Marketplaces 
entered their eighth year of operation and premiums have stabilized. The national average benchmark 
premium fell again in 2021, following decreases in both 2019 and 2020. This decline is remarkable 
because it contrasts with  
John Holahan, Jessica Banthin, Erik Wengle 
May 21, 2021  
Research Report 
  
How Reliable are the Birth Certificate Variables for Mothers with Medicaid Coverage?  
Birth certificate data, collected for every birth in the United States, are frequently used for public health 
research. Such data have been used to track progress toward the Healthy People 2020 maternal and 
child health goals and to analyze socioeconomic disparities in health outcomes. A new Standard 
Certificate of Live Birth was issued in 2003, and all states had adopted the new form by 2015. i This 
brief  
Embry M. Howell, Justin W. Morgan, Caitlin Cross-Barnet, Elizabeth Potamites, Keith Kranker 
May 21, 2021  
Brief 
  
Inclusive Apprenticeship  
Inclusive apprenticeship programs—those that support and are designed to be inclusive of apprentices 
with disabilities—hold promise for improving long-term employment outcomes for participants. 
However, little is known about the prevalence and operations of inclusive apprenticeship programs. 
This report summarizes current information on experiences of people with disabilities in apprenticeship, 
drawing on the  
Daniel Kuehn, John Marotta, Bhavani Arabandi, Batia Katz 
May 20, 2021  
Research Report 
  
Distributional Effects of Alternative Health Reform Proposals  
In this report we examine two health reform policies, one incremental and the other more 
comprehensive. Each are financed with two alternative tax strategies, one more progressive than the 
other. The incremental reform adds coverage for 14.8 million people and the comprehensive reform 
27.2 million. The annual federal cost of the incremental reform is $103.6 billion and the comprehensive 
reform $168.7 billion.  
John Holahan, Michael Simpson, Gordon B. Mermin 
May 19, 2021  
Research Report 
  
Inclusive Recovery to Increase Equity  
The COVID-19 pandemic has laid bare the inequities that have plagued our cities for centuries. As cities 
recover from the pandemic, they have the opportunity to restructure their systems and institutions to 
ensure that the growth that ensues is shared by all. This brief provides a review of the literature 
related to inclusive recovery to assist cities in their recovery plans and efforts following the pandemic.  
Christina Plerhoples Stacy, Olivia Fiol 
May 19, 2021  
Brief 
  
Charting a Payment Model for Telehealth Services  
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Robert Berenson, institute fellow, testified before the U.S. Senate Committee on Finance on a hearing 
on health care during the COVID-19 pandemic. His testimony reviews the current state of telehealth 
payments and identifies recommendations for future payment structures.  
Robert A. Berenson 
May 19, 2021  
Testimony 
  
Embedding Equity into Placemaking  
  This report examines efforts to implement equitable and inclusive creative-placemaking approaches in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Stakeholders there are building a creative-placemaking practice intended to 
change how people see and experience the places around them and to model an approach to place-
based investing in distinct creative-placemaking projects across the city. We focus on two projects, the  
Mark Treskon, Kimberly Burrowes, Olivia Arena 
May 18, 2021  
Research Report 
  
 
The Wistar Institute   [to 22 May 2021] 
https://www.wistar.org/news/press-releases 
Press Releases 
May. 20, 2021  
The Wistar Institute and Other Top U.S. Cancer Centers Call for Urgent Action to Get 
Cancer-Preventing HPV Vaccination Back on Track  
   PHILADELPHIA – May 20, 2021 – The Wistar Institute has partnered with doctors and scientists 
across America at National Cancer Institute (NCI)-designated cancer centers to issue a joint statement 
urging the nation’s physicians, parents and young adults to get the human papillomavirus (HPV) 
vaccination back on track.  
   “Vaccination is critical to preventing human papillomavirus infection that can lead to cervical cancer, 
head and neck cancer and other preventable, HPV-related cancers. Yet pandemic-related safety 
concerns are discouraging people across the country from receiving these important, safe and effective 
HPV vaccines,” said Dario Altieri, M.D., Wistar president and CEO, Cancer Center director, and the 
Robert & Penny Fox Distinguished Professor. “It is vital that we remain vigilant against these 
preventable cancers and ensure HPV vaccination of our children and young adults and continue to 
schedule routine cancer screenings and check-ups each year.” 
   Dramatic drops in annual well visits and immunizations during the COVID-19 pandemic have caused 
a significant vaccination gap and lag in vital preventive services among U.S. children and adolescents—
especially for the HPV vaccine… 
 
 
World Economic Forum    [to 22 May 2021] 
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/ 
Media 
Virtual Ocean Dialogues 2021 to focus on climate, food and nature  
News 18 May 2021  
 

 
*                      *                       *                        * 
 
 

:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
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We will primarily monitor press/media releases announcing key initiatives and new research from a 
growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, humanitarian 
response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended to be exhaustive, but 
indicative.  
 
 

Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 22 May 2021] 
https://alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/ 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 22 May 2021] 
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/ideas/media-center 
Press Releases and Statements  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Blue Meridian Partners [to 22 May 2021] 
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/ 
Blue Meridian Partners is a new capital aggregation collaboration that plans to invest at least $1 billion 
in high-performance nonprofits that are poised to have truly national impact for economically 
disadvantaged children and youth.  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Annie E. Casey Foundation   [to 22 May 2021] 
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/ 
Newsroom 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clinton Foundation  [to 22 May 2021] 
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements 
Press Releases & Statements 
Press Release  
May 19, 2021  
Clinton Foundation and Verizon announce $350,000 in grants to student projects that are 
using technology to improve lives 
 
 
Co Impact   [to 22 May 2021] 
www.co-impact.io 
Co-Impact is a global philanthropic collaborative for systems change focused on improving the lives of 
millions of people around the world. 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Ford Foundation  [to 22 May 2021] 
https://www.fordfoundation.org/press-room/ 
The Latest 
No new digest content identified. 
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J. Paul Getty Trust  [to 22 May 2021] 
http://news.getty.edu/ 
Latest News 
May 19, 2021 
Getty Center Reopens to Public Tuesday, May 25  
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 22 May 2021] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press 
GHIT was set up in 212 with the aim of developing new tools to tackle infectious diseases that  
May 18, 2021  
GHIT Fund Announces New Investments: A Total of 960 Million Yen in Drugs for 
Leishmaniasis and Diagnostics for Buruli Ulcer and Chagas Disease 
 
 

Grameen Foundation    [to 22 May 2021] 
https://grameenfoundation.org/stories/press-releases 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  [to 22 May 2021] 
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/  
Latest  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  [to 22 May 2021] 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IKEA Foundation    [to 22 May 2021] 
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/ 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 22 May 2021] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news  
Press Room    
Research   May 19 2021  
‘Long COVID’ Study Will Examine Vaccines’ Effect on Patient Symptoms 
   A new study is currently enrolling people with long COVID who have not yet been vaccinated. The 
work could tell researchers what’s driving the condition and offer clues to treatment.   
   
Research   May 17 2021  
Some RNA Molecules Have Unexpected Sugar Coating 
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   Sugars attach to certain RNA molecules on the outside membrane of the cell. The newly discovered 
“glycoRNAs” may be involved in immune signaling.  
 
 
Kaiser Family Foundation  
https://www.kff.org/search/?post_type=press-release 
Accessed 22 May 2021 
May 21, 2021    News Release  
Lowering the Age of Medicare Eligibility to 60 Could Reduce the Cost of Health Care and 
Have a Modest Effect on the Number of People Who Are Uninsured 
A new KFF analysis shows that lowering the age of Medicare eligibility to 60 could improve the 
affordability of coverage for people who are already insured and expand coverage to over a million of 
the nation’s 30 million uninsured. Such a policy could provide a path to Medicare coverage for… 
 
May 20, 2021   News Release  
New Campaign from THE CONVERSATION / LA CONVERSACIÓN Responds to Information 
Needs about COVID-19 Vaccines Among Latinos and Spanish-speaking People in U.S. 
News Release May 20, 2021 – THE CONVERSATION / LA CONVERSACIÓN expands to address 
information needs about the COVID-19 vaccines in the Latinx community with new videos featuring 
doctors, nurses and promotoras (community health workers) in English and Spanish. This installment of 
the campaign is produced by KFF (Kaiser Family… 
 
May 19, 2021   News Release  
More Than 1 in 4 Medicare Beneficiaries Had a Telehealth Visit Between the Summer and 
Fall of 2020 
As the coronavirus pandemic kept people home last year, just over 1 in 4 Medicare beneficiaries had a 
telehealth visit with a doctor or other health professional between the summer and fall of 2020, a new 
KFF analysis finds. Once limited to beneficiaries living in rural areas, coverage of telehealth… 
 
May 18, 2021   News Release  
The Pandemic Has Exacerbated Long-Standing Health Care Challenges Faced By Puerto 
Rico and Other U.S. Territories as the End of Temporary Federal Medicaid Funding 
Approaches 
A new KFF analysis examines how the coronavirus pandemic is affecting U.S. territories as well as 
issues related to the upcoming expiration of temporary Medicaid funding for the territories at the end 
of September. Prior to the pandemic, the U.S territories –– American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the 
Northern Mariana… 
 
May 18, 2021   News Release  
A New Analysis Takes a Closer Look at Online Contraception Platforms Amid the Pandemic 
Even prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, hormonal contraception became more accessible to many 
outside of traditional clinical settings through websites or apps that offer contraception via telehealth. 
To better understand this emerging method of contraceptive access, a new KFF analysis provides a 
deeper look at telecontraception platforms, offering insights into… 
 
 
Kellogg Foundation  [to 22 May 2021] 
https://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media 
Selected Announcements  
In Tribute – Honoring the life and legacy of influential leader Dr. William C. Richardson 
May 20, 2021 
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   The foundation mourns the passing of Dr. William C. Richardson, retired president and chief 
executive officer of the W.K. Kellogg Foundation (WKKF), former co-trustee of the W.K. Kellogg 
Foundation Trust, and who also served on the board of the Kellogg Company. Dr. Richardson was a 
Kellogg Fellow in the 1960s, while in graduate school at the University of Chicago. 
 
 
Aga Khan Foundation   [to 22 May 2021] 
https://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation 
Press Releases 
22 May 2021 
Global Virtual Convocation of the Aga Khan University  
 
19 May 2021 
Global Centre for Pluralism’s Annual Lecture delivered by Ethiopian Novelist Maaza 
Mengiste .  
 
 
MacArthur Foundation  [to 22 May 2021] 
http://www.macfound.org/ 
News, Events, What We’re Learning 
Responding to Crisis, Investing in Systems  
May 19, 2021 | Perspectives | Equitable Recovery, Climate Solutions  
   EdelGive Foundation Executive Chairperson Vidya Shah and MacArthur President John Palfrey 
address how they are thinking about grantmaking in a pandemic and beyond. In this conversation they 
discuss funding with an equity lens, the resilience of grassroots organizations, collaborating with other 
funders, and giving more, giving sooner, and giving better. 
 
 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation   [to 22 May 2021] 

https://mellon.org/ 
Mellon News, Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation [to 22 May 2021] 
https://www.moore.org/news 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Open Society Foundations  [to 22 May 2021] 
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/newsroom 
Newsroom      
Press release  May 21, 2021  
Open Society Foundations Announce 2021 Leadership in Government Fellows  
   This year’s recipients are a diverse group of professionals who have proven their dedication to social, 
economic, and racial justice through elective office, municipal service, and pro-equity innovations in 
public policy. 
 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation  [to 22 May 2021] 
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http://www.packard.org/news/ 
News  
Packard Foundation Names Anne Gates to its Board of Trustees 
May 20, 2021 
   The David and Lucile Packard Foundation is pleased to announce that Anne Gates has joined its 
Board of Trustees. For over 35 years, Ms. Gates has been a leader in the global consumer products 
business and is currently active on several boards. She will be joining the Foundation’s 15-member 
Board, and will serve as a member of the Investment Committee, where she will bring her commitment 
to advancing diversity, equity, and inclusion in the nonprofit sector and extensive financial experience. 
 
 
Pew Charitable Trusts  [to 22 May 2021] 
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room 
Press Releases, Statements, Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 22 May 2021] 
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/ 
Reports/Press Releases 
May 21 2021  Press Releases 
The Rockefeller Foundation Welcomes UK’s Global Pandemic Radar 
   Statement from Dr. Rick Bright, Senior Vice -President, Pandemic Prevention and Response, The    
Rockefeller Foundation NEW YORK | May 21, 2021 – The Rockefeller Foundation welcomes today’s 
announcement from the United … 
 
May 20 2021   Press Releases 
The Rockefeller Foundation Releases Recommendations for Equitable, Cost-Effective, and 
Scalable Covid-19 Testing and Tracing in India 
   NEW DELHI | May 20, 2021:  As India and its health system are at a critical moment facing a second 
wave of the worst pandemic in a century, The Rockefeller … 
 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  [to 22 May 2021] 
https://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom.html 
Latest News and Highlights 
2020 RWJF Health Equity Award Winners Announced 
May 19, 2021  
   Nine winners of the 2020 Award for Health Equity are announced, which celebrates individuals who 
have changed systems and policies at a local level to increase the chance that everyone has a fair and 
just opportunity for health and well-being. 
 
 
Science Philanthropy Alliance   [to 22 May 2021] 
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/ 
“…a group of organizations working together to increase philanthropic support for basic scientific 
research on a global basis…” 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SDGFunders  [to 22 May 2021] 
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http://sdgfunders.org/ 
SDG Philanthropy Platform is a collaboration between philanthropy and the greater international 
development community led by Foundation Center, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
and Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, and supported by the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, Ford 
Foundation and the MasterCard Foundation, the Brach Family Foundation, and other key organizations 
such as Asociación de Fundaciones Empresariales (AFE) in Colombia, Brach Family Charitable 
Foundation, CAF America, Council on Foundations, East Africa Association of Grantmakers (EAAG), 
European Foundation Centre, Filantropi Indonesia (FI), GlobalGiving, The Humanitarian Forum, World 
Congress of Muslim Philanthropists, and Worldwide Initiatives for Grantmaker Support (WINGS). 
Selected Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation  [to 22 May 2021] 
https://sloan.org/about/press  
Press Releases  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 22 May 2021] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
News and reports 
No new digest content identified. 
 

:::::: 
 
Candid [formerly Foundation Center and GuideStar]  [to 22 May 2021 
https://candid.org/about/press-room?fcref=pg 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Council on Foundations  [to 22 May 2021] 
https://www.cof.org/newsroom 
Newsroom/Blog Posts/Events 
The Council on Foundations Announces 2021 Career Pathways Cohorts 
Monday, May 17, 2021 - 2:00pm 
   The Council on Foundations today announced the two cohorts selected to participate in the 2021 
Career Pathways program, a leadership development initiative designed to diversify the talent pipeline 
for executive roles in the philanthropic sector. The 47 new participants are members of the program’s 
eighth and ninth cohorts.  

 
 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 
 

:: Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in human 
rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be exhaustive. We will 
add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon recommendation from 
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readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content but note that successful access 
to some of the articles and other content may require subscription or other access arrangement unique 
to the publisher. Please suggest additional journals you feel warrant coverage. 
 
 
AJOB Empirical Bioethics 
Volume 12, 2020 Issue 2 
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/uabr21/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
AMA Journal of Ethics 
Volume 23, Number 5: E371-433   May 2021 
https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/issue/ending-hiv-epidemic 
Ending the HIV Epidemic  
A human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) epidemic began in the United States in the 1970s. “Ending the 
HIV Epidemic: A Plan for America” was launched in October 2019 by the US Department of Health and 
Human Services, with the goal of stopping the spread of HIV by 2030. Accomplishing this goal 
demands not only expanding existing programs, but recognizing and responding to clinically, ethically, 
socially, and culturally relevant features of contemporary patients’ experiences of stigma, oppression, 
and living with HIV. This issue considers ethical and clinical complexities patients and clinicians 
encounter in HIV care today. 
 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
May 2021  Volume 49  Issue 5  p533-656 
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
May 2021  Volume 60  Issue 5  p595-736 
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current  
Research Articles 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
May 2021  111(5) 
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 

 

 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
Volume 104 (2021): Issue 4 (Apr 2021) 
https://www.ajtmh.org/view/journals/tpmd/104/4/tpmd.104.issue-4.xml 
Perspective Piece 
The COVID-19 Pandemic in Peru: What Went Wrong?  
Alvaro Schwalb and Carlos Seas  
DOI: https://doi.org/10.4269/ajtmh.20-1323  
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Articles  Open access  
Contact Tracing and the COVID-19 Response in Africa: Best Practices, Key Challenges, and 
Lessons Learned from Nigeria, Rwanda, South Africa, and Uganda  
Jean B. Nachega, Rhoda Atteh, Chikwe Ihekweazu, Nadia A. Sam-Agudu, Prisca Adejumo, Sabin 
Nsanzimana, Edson Rwagasore, Jeanine Condo, Masudah Paleker, Hassan Mahomed, Fatima Suleman, 
Alex Riolexus Ario, Elsie Kiguli-Malwadde, Francis G. Omaswa, Nelson K. Sewankambo, Cecile Viboud, 
Michael J. A. Reid, Alimuddin Zumla, and Peter H. Kilmarx  
DOI: https://doi.org/10.4269/ajtmh.21-0033  
 
Refugee Settlements and Cholera Risks in Uganda, 2016–2019  
Godfrey Bwire, Christopher Garimoi Orach, Freda Loy Aceng, Sam Emmanuel Arianitwe, David 
Matseketse, Edson Tumusherure, Issa Makumbi, Allan Muruta, Rebecca D. Merrill, Amanda Debes, 
Mohammad Ali, and David A. Sack  
DOI: https://doi.org/10.4269/ajtmh.20-0741  
 
Home Administration of CVD 103-HgR: A Live Attenuated Oral Cholera Vaccine  
R. Paul Duffin, Michael Delbuono, Lawrence Chew, James Johnstone, Volker Niedan, Pascal Schwarz, 
Paul Shabram, and Amish A. Patel  
DOI: https://doi.org/10.4269/ajtmh.20-1223  
 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
May 2021   Volume 174, Issue 5 
http://annals.org/aim/issue 
Original Research 
A Double-Blind, Randomized, Placebo-Controlled Phase 1 Study of Ad26.ZIKV.001, an 
Ad26-Vectored Anti–Zika Virus Vaccine 
Nadine C. Salisch, PhD, Kathryn E. Stephenson, MD, MPH, Kristi Williams, BSN, PhD, Freek Cox, PhD, … 
et al.  
Pages:585–594 
 
Reviews 
The Proportion of SARS-CoV-2 Infections That Are Asymptomatic - A Systematic Review 
FREE 
Daniel P. Oran, AM, Eric J. Topol, MD 
Pages:655–662 
 
Major Update: Remdesivir for Adults With COVID-19 - A Living Systematic Review and 
Meta-analysis for the American College of Physicians Practice Points 
FREE 
Anjum S. Kaka, MD, Roderick MacDonald, MS, Nancy Greer, PhD, Kathryn Vela, MLIS, … et al.  
 
Special Articles 
SARS-CoV-2 Vaccines: Much Accomplished, Much to Learn 
FREE 
Mark Connors, MD, Barney S. Graham, MD, H. Clifford Lane, MD, Anthony S. Fauci, MD 
Pages:687–690 
 
Clinical Decision Making During the COVID-19 Pandemic 
FREE 
Joshua P. Metlay, MD, PhD, Katrina A. Armstrong, MD, MSCE 
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The theme of this edition of Humanitarian Exchange, co-edited with Sherin Alsheikh Ahmed from 
Islamic Relief Worldwide, is disability inclusion in humanitarian action. Persons with disabilities are not 
only disproportionately impacted by conflicts, disasters and other emergencies, but also face barriers to 
accessing humanitarian assistance. At the same time, global commitments and standards and the IASC 
Guidelines on the inclusion of persons with disabilities in humanitarian action all emphasise how 
persons with disabilities are also active agents of change. Disability and age-focused organisations have 
led on testing and demonstrating how inclusion can be done better. Yet despite this progress, 
challenges to effective inclusion remain. 
 
As Kirstin Lange notes in the lead article, chief among these challenges is humanitarian agencies’ lack 
of engagement with organisations of persons with disabilities. Simione Bula, Elizabeth Morgan and 
Teresa Thomson look at disability inclusion in humanitarian response in the Pacific, and Kathy Al Jubeh 
and Alradi Abdalla argue for a ‘participation revolution’, building on learning from the gender 
movement. Tchaurea Fleury and Sulayman AbdulMumuni Ujah outline how the Bridge Article 11 
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lack of good, disaggregated data is highlighted by Sarah Collinson; Frances Hill, Jim Cranshaw and 
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structural inequality in the form of racism and gender discrimination. We believe we are at a critical 
juncture, faced with a need and responsibility to redesign institutions to be proactive, agile, and socially 
just when confronted with increasingly likely compound risks… 
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   These articles were prepared in anticipation of the UN Biodiversity Conference (COP 15) originally 
planned for October 2020 in Kunming, China, and the designation of a “biodiversity super year”. Many 
far-reaching decisions concerning the preservation of biodiversity were meant to be taken in 2020. But 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, a number of international meetings including COP 15 could not take 
place and have been postponed. 
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