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:: Week in Review  
A highly selective capture of strategic developments, research, commentary, analysis and 
announcements spanning Human Rights Action, Humanitarian Response, Health, Education, Holistic 
Development, Heritage Stewardship, Sustainable Resilience. Achieving a balance across these broad 
themes is a challenge and we appreciate your observations and ideas in this regard. This is not 
intended to be a "news and events" digest. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Four Freedoms 
 
Facing Biggest International Tests in Decades, Humankind Must Keep Striving for Better 
World, Secretary-General Says upon Receiving International Four Freedoms Award  
31 March 2021   SG/SM/20665 
Following are the remarks of UN Secretary-General António Guterres on receiving the International 
Four Freedoms Award, today: 
On behalf of the women and men of the United Nations, thank you for this high honour.  This 
International Four Freedoms Award is especially meaningful given its deep connection to both 
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt and Eleanor Roosevelt. 
 
Every day from my office at United Nations Headquarters in New York, I see a beautiful site.  It’s called 
Four Freedoms Park — and it stands on the edge of Roosevelt Island on the East River.  To my eye, it 
is a lighthouse.  It is a daily guide and reminder that even through the darkest storms, we have a 
shared destination. 
 
As the Universal Declaration of Human Rights puts it so well:  “the advent of a world in which human 
beings shall enjoy freedom of speech and belief and freedom from fear and want has been proclaimed 
as the highest aspiration of the common people.”  “The highest aspiration” — in other words, achieving 
those fundamental freedoms is both a goal that is paramount and a struggle that is never-ending. 
 
The mission of the United Nations is a constant work in progress, for progress.  For more than 75 years 
— around the world and around the clock — United Nations personnel have strived to make those 
rights real in the lives of people.  We know that cause belongs to every one of us.  It takes us 
all.  Especially now. 
 
Today, we are facing the biggest international tests since the idea of the United Nations was little more 
than a dream in the eyes of Franklin Roosevelt and others.  The COVID-19 pandemic has unleashed 
new storms.  A global health crisis. Economic catastrophe — with a disproportionate impact on the 
world’s women.  A human rights emergency.  New waves of hate, disinformation and outright lies. 
 
At the same time, we are also confronting a planetary emergency.  Accelerating climate 
change.  Growing pollution.  Collapsing biodiversity.  All of this threatens the environment on which 
everyone’s future depends. 
 
But through all of these storms, the lighthouse still points the way home.  We can get there with 
conviction, commitment and cooperation.  To the cynics who dismissed such goals as too lofty, FDR 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/sgsm20665.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/sgsm20665.doc.htm


   

  

had a ready reply.  It is true, he said, that “great teachings are not perfectly lived up to today.  But I 
would rather be a builder than a wrecker.” 
 
As Prime Minister Rutte so eloquently put it, this Award is indeed an incentive for us to keep 
building.  It will inspire all of us to keep pushing.  To keep striving.  And to keep working for a better 
world — together. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Myanmar 
 
Myanmar: Joint Statement by UN Special Representative of the Secretary-General for 
Children and Armed Conflict & the UN Special Representative of the Secretary-General on 
Violence against Children 
Thursday, 1 April 2021 
The UN Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict, Virginia 
Gamba, and the UN Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Violence against Children, Dr 
Najat Maalla M’jid condemn in the strongest possible terms the ongoing violence against civilians, 
including children, in Myanmar since the military coup on 1 February. 
 
The SRSGs are alarmed by the number of children who have lost their lives or have been injured as a 
result of the violence. As of 31 March, at least 44 children have been documented as killed according to 
UN funds and programs on the ground, including a 7-year-old girl shot while in her home. Countless 
other boys and girls have been seriously injured. 
 
The SRSGs also strongly condemn the widespread attacks on schools and hospitals and protected 
personnel, with 35 incidents documented including arrests and violence against teachers and health 
personnel, which prevent life-saving interventions from reaching civilians. They further condemn the 
military use of education and health facilities, with more than 120 incidents documented. 
 
Moreover, UN funds and programs on the ground have indicated that at least 900 children and young 
people have been arbitrarily detained. Although many of these have been released, many more are still 
held without access to legal counsel. This is in clear violation of international law which states that 
detention of children should only be used as a measure of last resort, for the shortest period possible 
and legal support should be provided to all children in contact with the justice system. 
 
“We remind the Tatmadaw and the police in Myanmar that any use of force must be necessary and 
proportionate and not in contravention of international humanitarian and human rights law. We further 
urge them to stop the detention of children as clearly stated in the Convention on the Rights of the 
Child. We call on the Tatmadaw to halt widespread violence against children in any manifestation, to 
refrain from forcefully using or detaining children, to hold perpetrators of violence against children 
accountable and to uphold and respect Myanmar’s Child Laws. The children of Myanmar deserve no 
less.” 
 
The two Special Representatives further express their deep concern over the longer-term effects of the 
current events in Myanmar on the physical and mental wellbeing of children and their families. The 
longer the current situation of widespread violence continuous, the more it will contribute to a 

https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/2021/04/myanmar-joint-statement-by-un-special-representative-of-the-secretary-general-for-children-and-armed-conflict-the-un-special-representative-of-the-secretary-general-on-violence-against-children/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/2021/04/myanmar-joint-statement-by-un-special-representative-of-the-secretary-general-for-children-and-armed-conflict-the-un-special-representative-of-the-secretary-general-on-violence-against-children/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/2021/04/myanmar-joint-statement-by-un-special-representative-of-the-secretary-general-for-children-and-armed-conflict-the-un-special-representative-of-the-secretary-general-on-violence-against-children/


   

  

continuous state of distress and toxic stress for children, which can have a lifelong impact on their 
mental and physical health. 
 
Echoing the Secretary-General’s urgent appeal to the military in Myanmar to refrain from violence and 
repression and to hold those responsible for the serious human rights violations committed in the 
country accountable, SRSG  Maalla M’jid and SRSG Gamba call on the Tatmadaw and defense and 
security forces in Myanmar to immediately cease excessive force and ensure the protection of civilians, 
particularly children from all such related violence. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Parliamentarians – Human Rights 
 
IPU reports sharp increase in abuse against parliamentarians, driven largely by Myanmar  
Tue, 30/03/2021 - 11:54 
   The IPU Committee on the Human Rights of Parliamentarians is monitoring a record 601 cases of 
alleged violations against parliamentarians around the world. This represents a significant uptick 
compared to 552 cases in December 2020. The caseload includes many new claims, particularly from 
Myanmar and Turkey. 
   The committee took decisions on these and a number of other cases of alleged abuse of 
parliamentarians in Afghanistan, Belarus, Burundi, Colombia, Eritrea, Gabon, Mauritania, Mongolia, 
Thailand, Togo and Venezuela [see Decisions summary below]: 
 
164th session of the Committee on the Human Rights of Parliamentarians  
Decisions of the Committee on the Human Rights of Parliamentarians  
Virtual session, 8 to 20 March 2021 
DH/2021/164/R.1  
Africa  
Burundi: Mr. Pasteur Mpawenayo  
Eritrea: 11 parliamentarians  
Gabon: Mr. Justin Ndoundangoye  
Mauritania: Mr. Mohamed Ould Ghadda  
Mauritania: Mr. Biram Dah Abeid  
Togo: Mr. Agbéyomé Kodjo  
 
Americas  
Colombia: Mr. Luis Carlos Galán Sarmiento  
Colombia: Mr. Jorge Tadeo Lozano Osorio  
Colombia: Mr. Alvaro Araujo Castro  
Venezuela: 134 parliamentarians  
 
Asia  
Afghanistan: Two parliamentarians  
Mongolia: Mr. Zorig Sanjasuuren  
Myanmar: 39 parliamentarians  
Thailand: Mr. Jatuporn Prompan  
 

https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases/2021-03/ipu-reports-sharp-increase-in-abuse-against-parliamentarians-driven-largely-myanmar
https://www.ipu.org/about-ipu/structure-and-governance/governing-council/committee-human-rights-parliamentarians
https://www.ipu.org/decisions-committee-human-rights-parliamentarians
https://www.ipu.org/file/10620/download


   

  

Europe  
Belarus: Mr. Anatoly Lebedko  
Turkey: 64 parliamentarians  
 
The IPU is the global organization of national parliaments. It was founded more than 130 years ago as 
the first multilateral political organization in the world, encouraging cooperation and dialogue between 
all nations. Today, the IPU comprises 179 national Member Parliaments and 13 regional parliamentary 
bodies. It promotes democracy and helps parliaments become stronger, younger, gender-balanced and 
more diverse. It also defends the human rights of parliamentarians through a dedicated committee 
made up of MPs from around the world. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
ICC International Criminal Court  
 
Executive Order on the Termination of Emergency With Respect to the International 
Criminal Court  
April 01, 2021   Presidential Actions  
 
…I, JOSEPH R. BIDEN JR., President of the United States of America, find that, although the United 
States continues to object to the International Criminal Court’s (ICC) assertions of jurisdiction over 
personnel of such non-States Parties as the United States and its allies absent their consent or referral 
by the United Nations Security Council and will vigorously protect current and former United States 
personnel from any attempts to exercise such jurisdiction, the threat and imposition of financial 
sanctions against the Court, its personnel, and those who assist it are not an effective or appropriate 
strategy for addressing the United States’ concerns with the ICC. 
 
Accordingly, I hereby terminate the national emergency declared in Executive Order 13928 of June 11, 
2020 (Blocking Property of Certain Persons Associated With the International Criminal Court), and 
revoke that order, and further order: 
 
Section 1.  In light of the revocation of Executive Order 13928, the suspension of entry as immigrants 
and nonimmigrants of individuals meeting the criteria set forth in section 1(a) of that order will no 
longer be in effect as of the date of this order and such individuals will no longer be treated as persons 
covered by Presidential Proclamation 8693 of July 24, 2011 (Suspension of Entry of Aliens Subject to 
United Nations Security Council Travel Bans and International Emergency Economic Powers Act 
Sanctions)… 
 
:::::: 
 
The ICC welcomes the decision by the US Government ending sanctions and visa 
restrictions against ICC personnel 
Press Release  2 April 2021 
   The International Criminal Court ("ICC" or the "Court") welcomes the decision by the US Government 
to revoke Executive Order 13928, ending sanctions against the ICC Prosecutor, Fatou Bensouda, and a 
senior staff member of her office, Phakiso Mochochoko, as well as visa restrictions on certain ICC 
personnel. 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/04/01/executive-order-on-the-termination-of-emergency-with-respect-to-the-international-criminal-court/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/04/01/executive-order-on-the-termination-of-emergency-with-respect-to-the-international-criminal-court/
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=pr1585
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=pr1585


   

  

   The Court is mindful that the United States has traditionally made important contributions to the 
cause of international criminal justice. The Court stands ready to reengage with the US in the 
continuation of that tradition based on mutual respect and constructive engagement.  
   In the fulfilment of its independent and impartial judicial mandate, the Court acts strictly within the 
confines of the Rome Statute, as a Court of last resort, in a manner complementary to national 
jurisdictions. The Court relies on the support and cooperation of its States Parties, representing all 
regions of the world, and of the international community more broadly. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Global Gender Gap Report 2021 
World Economic Forum – Insight Report 
30 March 2021  :: 405 pages 
PDF: http://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_GGGR_2021.pdf 
   Another generation of women will have to wait for gender parity, according to the World Economic 
Forum’s Global Gender Gap Report 2021. As the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic continues to be felt, 
closing the global gender gap has increased by a generation from 99.5 years to 135.6 years. 
 

 
 

https://www.weforum.org/reports/global-gender-gap-report-2021
http://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_GGGR_2021.pdf


   

  

Pandemic Pushes Back Gender Parity by a Generation, Report Finds 
31 Mar 2021 
· Another generation of women must wait for gender parity as an extra 36 years are added to the time 
remaining to close the gender gap  
· Despite progress in education and health, women face economic hurdles, declining political 
participation and workplace challenges  
· Iceland remains the world’s most gender-equal country, followed by Finland, Norway, New Zealand 
and Sweden 
· Report calls for strategies and polices that emphasize investment in the care sector, equal hiring 
practices and skills development  
· Discover the full report, infographics and more information here: wef.ch/gendergap21 
 
Geneva, Switzerland, 31 March 2021 – Another generation of women will have to wait for gender 
parity, according to the World Economic Forum’s Global Gender Gap Report 2021. As the impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic continues to be felt, closing the global gender gap has increased by a generation 
from 99.5 years to 135.6 years. 
 
Progress towards gender parity is stalling in several large economies and industries. This is partly due 
to women being more frequently employed in sectors hardest hit by lockdowns combined with the 
additional pressures of providing care at home.  
 
The report, now in its 15th year, benchmarks the evolution of gender-based gaps in four areas: 
economic participation and opportunity; educational attainment; health and survival; and political 
empowerment. It also examines the drivers of gender gaps and outlines the policies and practices 
needed for a gender-inclusive recovery. 
 
The deterioration in 2021 is partly attributed to a widening political gender gap in several large 
population countries. Despite over half of the 156 indexed countries registering an improvement, 
women still hold only 26.1% of parliamentary seats and 22.6% of ministerial positions worldwide. On 
its current trajectory, the political gender gap is expected to take 145.5 years to close, compared to 95 
years in the 2020 edition of the report, an increase of over 50%... 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Heritage Stewardship 
  
Mali and UNESCO receive symbolic reparation on behalf of international community for 
destruction of Timbuktu’s mausoleums 
Press release  03/30/2021 
Almost a decade after the destruction of the mausoleums at Timbuktu, a UNESCO World 
Heritage site, the International Criminal Court (ICC) has awarded a symbolic one euro to 
the Government of Mali and UNESCO for the damage suffered by the Malian people and the 
international community as a whole as a result of the destruction of Timbuktu’s cultural 
property in 2012. 
 
This gesture follows the ICC’s conviction of Ahmad Al Faqi Al Mahdi for his responsibility in the 
destruction of several cultural properties in Timbuktu, a site inscribed on the World Heritage List since 

https://www.weforum.org/press/2021/03/pandemic-pushes-back-gender-parity-by-a-generation-report-finds
https://www.weforum.org/reports/global-gender-gap-report-2021
http://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_GGGR_2021.pdf
https://en.unesco.org/news/mali-and-unesco-receive-symbolic-reparation-behalf-international-community-destruction
https://en.unesco.org/news/mali-and-unesco-receive-symbolic-reparation-behalf-international-community-destruction
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/119/


   

  

1988. Between June and July 2012, during the occupation of northern Mali by armed groups, several 
mausoleums as well as the sacred gate of the Sidi Yahia Mosque were destroyed, causing 
consternation in the international community. 
 
“Mali's age-old heritage was targeted because it embodied the living soul of a society and a people. In 
the face of fanaticism, the Malians have given a lesson in tolerance, dialogue and peace. Today, 
attacks on cultural heritage continue, in the Sahel, in Iraq, Syria, Yemen and Libya. We must therefore 
sustain the global mobilization that can be modelled on what has been done in Mali,” said Audrey 
Azoulay, UNESCO Director-General. 
 
Upon referral by the government in Bamako, the ICC opened a war crimes investigation. On 27 
September 2016, it convicted Ahmad Al Faqi Al Mahdi. He was handed a nine-year prison term and 
ordered to pay 2.7 million euros in reparations to the victims, including the community of Timbuktu, 
the people of Mali and the international community that rallied around the reconstruction, a task that 
was completed in 2015. 
 
Individual and collective reparations began last January, in application of the ICC's decisions. 
Considering the priceless and universal value of the destroyed buildings, the ICC ordered 
that a symbolic euro be paid to the Malian State and UNESCO respectively.  
 
The Organization mobilized with the support of the European Union and Switzerland for the 
reconstruction of the ancient mausoleums, the rehabilitation of the three mosques of Djingareyber, 
Sankore and Sidi Yahia, and the safeguarding of the ancient manuscripts, of which nearly 4,200 had 
been burnt or stolen. UNESCO’s action was also made possible by a close partnership with the Malian 
authorities, the local communities and the Timbuktu masons' guild, and the United Nations 
Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission in Mali (MINUSMA). 
 
Mali’s Head of State, Bah Ndaw, declared that “the global mobilization on this issue advanced the legal 
framework for protection with the inclusion of heritage protection in MINUSMA’s mandate, a first in the 
history of UN peacekeeping missions. This action was also decisive for the consideration of culture as a 
security issue, with the historic adoption by the UN Security Council in March 2017 of Resolution 2347” 
on the protection of heritage.  
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Coronavirus [COVID-19] - WHO 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019  
 
 

Weekly Epidemiological and Operational updates  
Last update: 23 January 2021 
Confirmed cases ::   129 902 402  [week ago: 125 781 957]   [two weeks ago: 121 969 223]    
Confirmed deaths ::    2 831 815   [week ago:    2 759 432]   [two weeks ago:    2 694 094]    
Countries, areas or territories with cases :: 223 
 
:::::: 
 

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/single-view/news/mausoleums_destroyed_in_timbuktu_the_international_criminal/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-operational-update-on-covid-19---29-march-2021


   

  

29 March 2021  
Weekly operational update on COVID-19 - 29 March 2021  
 
30 March 2021  
Weekly epidemiological update on COVID-19 - 30 March 2021  
Overview  
   Globally, new COVID-19 cases rose for a fifth consecutive week, with just over 3.8 million 
new cases reported in the last week. The number of new deaths increased for the second consecutive 
week, increasing by 5% compared to last week, with over 64 000 new deaths reported. All regions 
reported an increase in the number of cases this week, and all regions, except for the African Region, 
reported an increase in the number of deaths. The European Region and the Region of the Americas 
continue to account for nearly 80% of all the cases and deaths. 
  In this edition, special focus updates are provided on: 
:: COVID-19 and Health and Care Workers (HCWs)  
:: SARS-CoV-2 variants 
 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
UNICEF COVID-19 Vaccine Market Dashboard :: Agreements Table Accessed 3 Apr 2021 
An overview of information collected from publicly announced bilateral and multilateral supply 
agreements [Agreements view from 2021-03-14 to date] 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-operational-update-on-covid-19---29-march-2021
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-operational-update-on-covid-19---29-march-2021
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-epidemiological-update-on-covid-19---31-march-2021
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiNmE0YjZiNzUtZjk2OS00ZTg4LThlMzMtNTRhNzE0NzA4YmZlIiwidCI6Ijc3NDEwMTk1LTE0ZTEtNGZiOC05MDRiLWFiMTg5MjAyMzY2NyIsImMiOjh9&pageName=ReportSectiona329b3eafd86059a947b


   

  

:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Our World in Data 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Vaccinations – Fully Vaccinated Population Percentage 

 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Emergencies 
 
POLIO   
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
 
Polio this week as of 31 March 2021 
 
Summary of new WPV and cVDPV viruses this week (AFP cases and ES positives):  
:: Afghanistan: five cVDPV2 cases and two cVDPV2 positive environmental samples 
:: Pakistan: two WPV1 and one cVDPV2 positive environmental samples 
:: Côte d’Ivoire: 34 cVDPV2 positive environmental samples 
:: Guinea: one cVDPV2 positive environmental sample 
:: Liberia: three cVDPV2 positive environmental samples 
:: Niger: one cVDPV2 positive environmental sample 

https://ourworldindata.org/covid-vaccinations
https://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/


   

  

:: Senegal: two cVDPV2 cas es and one positive environmental sample 
:: South Sudan: three cVDPV2 positive environmental samples 
 
:::::: 
 
Statement by UNICEF Executive Director Henrietta Fore on killing of polio workers in 
Afghanistan  
   NEW YORK, 30 March 2021 – “Four polio vaccinators, three of them women, came under attack this 
morning, March 30, while carrying out their life-saving work for children in Nangarhar province, 
Jalalabad, Afghanistan. Tragically, the three women were killed. 
   “UNICEF is outraged by this attack. 
   “UNICEF expresses its deepest condolences to the families, colleagues and friends of the courageous 
vaccinators who were at the forefront of efforts to combat the spread of polio and keep Afghanistan’s 
children safe from this disabling disease. 
   “Frontline health workers should never be a target of violence. They must be able to carry out their 
life-saving activities in a safe and secure environment. 
   “UNICEF has been working for years with the Government, the World Health Organization, the Global 
Polio Eradication Initiative and partners on polio vaccination campaigns in the country. 
   “We remain committed to supporting polio eradication efforts in Afghanistan.”  
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
WHO/OCHA Emergencies 
 
Editor’s Note: 
Continuing with this edition, we include information about the last apparent update evident on the 
WHO emergency country webpages, recognizing almost universal and significant interims since last 
update regardless of the level of the emergency listed. 
 
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
Democratic Republic of the Congo - No new digest announcements  [Last apparent update: 12 Jan 
2021] 
Mozambique floods  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 3 November 
2020] 
Nigeria - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 29 Jun 2020] 
Somalia - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 17 July 2020] 
South Sudan   - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 4 February 2020] 
Syrian Arab Republic  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 24 October 
2020] 
Yemen - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 30 June 2020] 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
Burkina Faso  
:: Burkina Faso : visite du ministre de la santé et des Partenaires techniques financie...  01 avril 2021  
 

https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/statement-unicef-executive-director-henrietta-fore-killing-polio-workers-afghanistan
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/statement-unicef-executive-director-henrietta-fore-killing-polio-workers-afghanistan
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cod/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/mozambique
http://www.who.int/emergencies/nigeria/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/somalia/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ssd/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/syr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/yem/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
https://www.afro.who.int/fr/countries/burkina-faso
https://www.afro.who.int/fr/news/burkina-faso-visite-du-ministre-de-la-sante-et-des-partenaires-techniques-financiers-dans-les


   

  

Iraq  
:: COVID Vaccines – Baghdad, 25 March 2021 – Amid a global shortage of COVID-19 vaccines, Iraq 
has received 336 000 doses of the AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine through the COVAX Facility…The 
AstraZeneca vaccines manufactured by SK-Bio Institute of South Korea arrived on Thursday 25 March 
2021 
 
Myanmar   
:: 23 March 2021  News release  Building Bangladesh Capacity on Infection Prevention and Control 
 
Afghanistan - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 5 July 2020] 
Angola - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 16 March 2021] 
Burundi  - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 04 July 2019] 
Cameroon  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 22 August 2019] 
Central African Republic - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 12 June 
2018] 
Ethiopia - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 22 August 2019] 
Iran floods 2019  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 2 March 2020] 
Libya - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 7 October 2019] 
Malawi Floods - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update 05 March 2021] 
Measles in Europe - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 16-12-2020] 
MERS-CoV  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 8 July 2019] 
Mozambique  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 03 November 2020] 
Niger- No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update:06 mars 2021] 
occupied Palestinian territory  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 4 
September 2019] 
HIV in Pakistan  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 27 August 2019] 
Sao Tome and Principe Necrotizing Cellulitis (2017)  - No new digest announcements  
Sudan  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 24 June 2020] 
Ukraine - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 1 May 2019] 
Zimbabwe - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 10 May 2019] 
   
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 1 Emergencies  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
Chad  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 30 June 2018] 
Djibouti - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 25 novembre 2020] 
Kenya - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 06 March 2021]  
Mali  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 3 May 2017] 
Namibia - viral hepatitis  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 20 July 
2018] 
Tanzania  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 21 October 2020] 
  
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Current Emergencies 
COVID-19 - No new digest announcements identified   
Syrian Arab Republic - No new digest announcements identified   

http://www.emro.who.int/countries/irq/index.html
https://www.emro.who.int/countries/irq/index.html
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mmr/en/
https://www.who.int/bangladesh/news/detail/23-03-2021-building-bangladesh-capacity-on-infection-prevention-and-control
https://www.who.int/bangladesh/news/detail/23-03-2021-building-bangladesh-capacity-on-infection-prevention-and-control
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/afg/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/angola
https://www.afro.who.int/countries/burundi
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cmr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/caf/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/eth/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/irn/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/lby/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/malawi
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/communicable-diseases/measles-and-rubella
http://www.who.int/emergencies/mers-cov/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/mozambique
http://afro.who.int/fr/countries/niger
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/opt/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/pandemic-epidemic-diseases/news/who-and-partners-mobilize-hiv-drugs-for-infected-children-in-pakistan.html
http://afro.who.int/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/sdn/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ukr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/zwe/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tcd/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/fr/countries/dji/
http://www.afro.who.int/countries/kenya
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mli/en/
http://afro.who.int/news/baseline-assessment-national-viral-hepatitis-response-namibia
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tza/en/
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/covid19
https://www.unocha.org/syria


   

  

Yemen - No new digest announcements identified   
 

 
*                      *                       *                        * 

 

:: Agency/Government/IGO Watch 
We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for key 
media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on regional or global 
level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific coverage is limited. Please 
suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
 
 
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly  
[to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://www.un.org/press/en 
Selected Meetings/Press Releases/Announcements 
31 March 2021  
SG/SM/20665 
Facing Biggest International Tests in Decades, Humankind Must Keep Striving for Better 
World, Secretary-General Says upon Receiving International Four Freedoms Award  
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
30 March 2021  
SG/SM/20664 
As Plight of Syrians Worsens, Hunger Reaches Record High, International Community Must 
Fully Commit to Ending Decade-Old War, Secretary-General Tells General Assembly 
 
30 March 2021  
SG/SM/20663 
As Syrians Mark Decade of Bloody War, Secretary-General Tells Brussels Conference More 
Financial Aid Crucial to Address Escalating Humanitarian Needs 
 
 
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 3 Apr 2021] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true  
Top News 
China: UN experts deeply concerned by alleged detention, forced labour of Uyghurs 
 
Belarus must end pattern of police brutality and impunity: UN experts 
 
CAR: Experts alarmed by government’s use of “Russian trainers”, close contacts with UN 
peacekeepers  
 
Indonesia: UN experts flag rights concerns over $3bln tourism project 
 
Myanmar: Top UN officials condemn “systematic” attacks on peaceful protesters, and flag 
international responsibility to protect the people from atrocity crimes 
 

https://www.unocha.org/yemen
https://www.un.org/press/en
https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/sgsm20665.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/sgsm20665.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/sgsm20664.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/sgsm20664.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/sgsm20663.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/sgsm20663.doc.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26957&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26970&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26961&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26961&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26962&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26954&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26954&LangID=E


   

  

 
United Nations Human Rights Council  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL 
Council News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Committee on the Rights of the Child [to 3 Apr 2021] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the sale and sexual exploitation of children   [to 3 Apr 2021] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx  
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed 
Conflict [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 
Press Releases 
Myanmar: Joint Statement by UN Special Representative of the Secretary-General for 
Children and Armed Conflict & the UN Special Representative of the Secretary-General on 
Violence against Children 
Thursday, 1 April 2021 
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
Mozambique: UN Officials Alarmed at Escalating Violence against Civilians, Including 
Women and Children, Call to increase Protection and Assistance   
Wednesday, 31 March 2021 
 
 
SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict 
[to 3 Apr 2021] 
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/  
31 March, 2021 
Mozambique: UN Officials Alarmed at Escalating Violence against Civilians, Including 
Women and Children, Call to increase Protection and Assistance 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights   [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx 
Latest News 
Indonesia: UN experts flag rights concerns over $3bln tourism project 
31 March 2021 
 

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/2021/04/myanmar-joint-statement-by-un-special-representative-of-the-secretary-general-for-children-and-armed-conflict-the-un-special-representative-of-the-secretary-general-on-violence-against-children/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/2021/04/myanmar-joint-statement-by-un-special-representative-of-the-secretary-general-for-children-and-armed-conflict-the-un-special-representative-of-the-secretary-general-on-violence-against-children/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/2021/04/myanmar-joint-statement-by-un-special-representative-of-the-secretary-general-for-children-and-armed-conflict-the-un-special-representative-of-the-secretary-general-on-violence-against-children/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/2021/03/mozambique-un-officials-alarmed-at-escalating-violence-against-civilians-including-women-and-children-call-to-increase-protection-and-assistance/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/2021/03/mozambique-un-officials-alarmed-at-escalating-violence-against-civilians-including-women-and-children-call-to-increase-protection-and-assistance/
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/
https://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/press-release/35675/
https://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/press-release/35675/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26962&LangID=E


   

  

 
Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable 
standard of physical and mental health  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx 
Latest News 
China: UN experts deeply concerned by alleged detention, forced labour of Uyghurs 
29 March 2021 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples   [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx 
Latest news 
Indonesia: UN experts flag rights concerns over $3bln tourism project 
31 March 2021 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN OCHA Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://www.unocha.org/  
Press Releases 
29 March 2021 
United Nations chiefs urge donors to support record appeals for Syrians and the region 
[EN/FR/AR] 
 
  
Centre for Humanitarian Data/HDX  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://centre.humdata.org/ 
Resource 
COVID-19 Data Explorer: Global Humanitarian Operations 
 
 
UNICEF  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases 
Selected press releases, news notes and statements  
Press release  04/01/2021  
Pre-pandemic data show 1 in 8 countries spends more on debt than on education, health 
and social protection combined – UNICEF  

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26957&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26962&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx
https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases
https://reliefweb.int/node/3725303
https://reliefweb.int/node/3725303
https://centre.humdata.org/
https://data.humdata.org/visualization/covid19-humanitarian-operations/
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/pre-pandemic-data-show-1-8-countries-spends-more-debt-education-health-and-social
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/pre-pandemic-data-show-1-8-countries-spends-more-debt-education-health-and-social


   

  

UNICEF is calling for the extension of debt service relief and debt restructuring so that countries – and 
their children – can bounce back  
 
Press release  03/31/2021  
Yemen receives 360,000 COVID-19 vaccine doses through the COVAX Facility  
 
Statement  03/30/2021  
Statement by UNICEF Executive Director Henrietta Fore on killing of polio workers in 
Afghanistan  
 
Statement  03/30/2021  
UNICEF Executive Director Henrietta Fore's remarks at the Brussels V Conference: 
Supporting the Future of Syria and the Region  
As prepared for delivery  
 
News note  03/30/2021  
Geneva Palais Briefing on the situation of children in Cabo Delgado, Mozambique  
This is a summary of what was said by UNICEF’s Marixie Mercado– to whom quoted text may be 
attributed – from Pemba, Mozambique, to today's press briefing at the Palais des Nations in Geneva  
 
Press release  03/30/2021  
UNICEF fund aims to raise US$2.5 billion for COVID-19 health supplies; low- and middle-
income countries set to benefit  
Denmark makes first donation to support the global equitable access to COVID-19 tests, treatments 
and vaccines  
 
Press release  03/29/2021  
Fifteen times more children crossing the Panama jungle towards the USA in the last four 
years  
 
Statement  03/29/2021  
Statement by UNICEF Executive Director Henrietta Fore on situation of children following 
attack on Palma, Mozambique  
 
Statement  03/29/2021  
UNICEF Executive Director Henrietta Fore's remarks at the Security Council briefing on the 
humanitarian situation in Syria  
'Generation of children growing up knowing nothing but war'  
 
Statement  03/29/2021  
UNICEF Executive Director Henrietta Fore's remarks at the World Immunisation & 
Logistics Summit, hosted by the HOPE Consortium 
 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 3 Apr 2021] 
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html 
Selected Announcements  
News Comment: Six refugees among 137 killed in Niger’s recent attack 

https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/yemen-receives-360000-covid-19-vaccine-doses-through-covax-facility
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/statement-unicef-executive-director-henrietta-fore-killing-polio-workers-afghanistan
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/statement-unicef-executive-director-henrietta-fore-killing-polio-workers-afghanistan
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-executive-director-henrietta-fores-remarks-brussels-v-conference-supporting
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-executive-director-henrietta-fores-remarks-brussels-v-conference-supporting
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/geneva-palais-briefing-situation-children-cabo-delgado-mozambique
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-fund-aims-raise-us25-billion-covid-19-health-supplies-low-and-middle-income
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-fund-aims-raise-us25-billion-covid-19-health-supplies-low-and-middle-income
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/fifteen-times-more-children-crossing-panama-jungle-towards-usa-last-four-years
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/fifteen-times-more-children-crossing-panama-jungle-towards-usa-last-four-years
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/statement-unicef-executive-director-henrietta-fore-situation-children-following
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/statement-unicef-executive-director-henrietta-fore-situation-children-following
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-executive-director-henrietta-fores-remarks-security-council-briefing
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-executive-director-henrietta-fores-remarks-security-council-briefing
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-executive-director-henrietta-fores-remarks-world-immunisation-logistics
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-executive-director-henrietta-fores-remarks-world-immunisation-logistics
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2021/3/6059d3874/bangladeshi-authorities-aid-agencies-refugee-volunteers-rush-respond-massive.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/4/60658d3b4/news-comment-six-refugees-among-137-killed-nigers-recent-attack.html


   

  

This news comment is attributable to Gillian Triggs, UNHCR’s Assistant High Commissioner for 
Protection 
1 Apr 2021  
 
News comment: UNHCR calls on Myanmar’s neighbours to protect people fleeing violence 
This news comment is attributable to Gillian Triggs, UNHCR’s Assistant High Commissioner 
for Protection  
31 Mar 2021  
 
UNHCR alarmed at brutal attacks by insurgent armed group in Mozambique 
30 Mar 2021  
 
UNHCR rushing support and aid to Rohingya refugees affected by last week’s massive fire 
30 Mar 2021  
 
United Nations Chiefs urge donors to support record appeals for Syrians and the region 
Joint OCHA/UNHCR/UNDP Press Release  
29 Mar 2021  
 
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 3 Apr 2021]  
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releas es 
News 
IOM Denounces Reprehensible Attacks on Civilians in Mozambique, Delivers Assistance to 
Thousands  
2021-03-30 21:58 
   Pemba – The International Organization for Migration (IOM) is deeply concerned about reports of 
continuing violence in Northern Mozambique that has displaced thousands of people, the majority of 
whom are women and children, from Palma to neighbouring districts. 
 
IOM Requires Greater Funding to Provide Relief to 2.3 Million Syrians Suffering from a 
Decade of Conflict 
2021-03-30 14:00 
Geneva – Civilians in Syria face extraordinary levels of displacement and humanitarian need after 
nearly a decade of conflict. On the final day of the fifth Brussels conference for Syria (30/03), the 
International Organization for Migration (IOM) joins UN partners to call for... 
 
New Global Campaign Celebrates Positive Impact of Migration on Communities Worldwide 
2021-03-29 14:00 
Geneva – A global campaign launching today, ‘It Takes a Community’, spotlights migrants and fellow 
community members who contribute to building stronger and more inclusive societies, especially taking 
into account their roles... 
 
 
UNAIDS [to 3 Apr 2021]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
Selected Press Releases/Reports/Statements 
1 April 2021 

https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/4/60658d3b4/news-comment-six-refugees-among-137-killed-nigers-recent-attack.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/4/60658d3b4/news-comment-six-refugees-among-137-killed-nigers-recent-attack.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/4/60658d3b4/news-comment-six-refugees-among-137-killed-nigers-recent-attack.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/4/60658d3b4/news-comment-six-refugees-among-137-killed-nigers-recent-attack.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/3/60648c304/news-comment-unhcr-calls-myanmars-neighbours-protect-people-fleeing-violence.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/3/60648c304/news-comment-unhcr-calls-myanmars-neighbours-protect-people-fleeing-violence.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/3/60648c304/news-comment-unhcr-calls-myanmars-neighbours-protect-people-fleeing-violence.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/3/60648c304/news-comment-unhcr-calls-myanmars-neighbours-protect-people-fleeing-violence.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/3/60648c304/news-comment-unhcr-calls-myanmars-neighbours-protect-people-fleeing-violence.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/3/60648c304/news-comment-unhcr-calls-myanmars-neighbours-protect-people-fleeing-violence.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2021/3/6062ebda4/unhcr-alarmed-brutal-attacks-insurgent-armed-group-mozambique.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2021/3/6062ebda4/unhcr-alarmed-brutal-attacks-insurgent-armed-group-mozambique.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2021/3/6062ebda4/unhcr-alarmed-brutal-attacks-insurgent-armed-group-mozambique.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2021/3/6062ebda4/unhcr-alarmed-brutal-attacks-insurgent-armed-group-mozambique.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2021/3/6059d3874/bangladeshi-authorities-aid-agencies-refugee-volunteers-rush-respond-massive.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2021/3/6059d3874/bangladeshi-authorities-aid-agencies-refugee-volunteers-rush-respond-massive.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/3/606186384/united-nations-chiefs-urge-donors-support-record-appeals-syrians-region.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/3/606186384/united-nations-chiefs-urge-donors-support-record-appeals-syrians-region.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/3/606186384/united-nations-chiefs-urge-donors-support-record-appeals-syrians-region.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/3/606186384/united-nations-chiefs-urge-donors-support-record-appeals-syrians-region.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/3/606186384/united-nations-chiefs-urge-donors-support-record-appeals-syrians-region.html
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releas%20es
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-denounces-reprehensible-attacks-civilians-mozambique-delivers-assistance-thousands
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-denounces-reprehensible-attacks-civilians-mozambique-delivers-assistance-thousands
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-requires-greater-funding-provide-relief-23-million-syrians-suffering-decade-conflict
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-requires-greater-funding-provide-relief-23-million-syrians-suffering-decade-conflict
https://www.iom.int/news/new-global-campaign-celebrates-positive-impact-migration-communities-worldwide
https://www.ittakesacommunity.org/
http://www.unaids.org/en


   

  

President of Afghanistan declares ‘unwavering support’ for a People’s Vaccine for COVID-
19  
 
1 April 2021 
New study recommends strategies to serve the under-protected Caribbean transgender 
community  
 
31 March 2021 
UNAIDS joins human rights community in mourning Christof Heyns, legal academic and 
expert  
 
31 March 2021 
(Wo)man in the Mirror: seeing your true self  
 
30 March 2021 
Solidarity fund helping transgender people during the COVID-19 pandemic  
 
30 March 2021 
Fighting transphobia and violence one social media post at a time  
 
30 March 2021 
Transgender communities in Asia and the Pacific respond to COVID-19 through activism  
 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 3 Apr 2021] 
1 April 2021   Departmental news 
Living with the Times: new toolkit helps older adults maintain good mental health and 
wellbeing during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
31 March 2021   News release 
Carl Bildt, former Prime Minister of Sweden, appointed WHO Special Envoy for the ACT-
Accelerator 
 
31 March 2021   Highlights 
VSN membership 
 
30 March 2021   Departmental news 
New WHO-IUCN Expert Working Group on Biodiversity, Climate, One Health and Nature-
based Solutions 
 
30 March 2021   News release 
WHO calls for further studies, data on origin of SARS-CoV-2 virus, reiterates that all 
hypotheses remain open 
[See Milestones above for detail] 
 
30 March 2021  News release 
Global leaders unite in urgent call for international pandemic treaty 
[See Milestones above for detail] 

https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2021/april/20210401_president-afghanistan-vaccine-covid19
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2021/april/20210401_president-afghanistan-vaccine-covid19
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2021/april/20210401_caribbean-transgender-community
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2021/april/20210401_caribbean-transgender-community
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2021/march/20210331_christof-heyns
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2021/march/20210331_christof-heyns
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2021/march/20210331_the-mirror
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2021/march/20210330_solidarity-fund-transgender-people
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2021/march/20210330_transgender-woman-uganda
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2021/march/20210330_transgender-communities-asia-pacific
https://www.who.int/news/item/01-04-2021-living-with-the-times-new-toolkit-helps-older-adults-maintain-good-mental-health-and-wellbeing-during-the-covid-19-pandemic
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:::::: 
 
Weekly Epidemiological Record, Vol. 96, No. 13, pp. 105–112  2 April 2021 
:: Pneumococcal vaccines: WHO position paper on their use in community outbreak settings  
:: Monthly report on dracunculiasis cases, January-December 2020 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO      
:: Bolstering community approach in Guinea’s Ebola fight  01 April 2021  
   A few days after he referred a patient from his clinic to the regional hospital, Emmanuel Goepogui, a 
private practitioner in N’Zerekore prefecture in south-eastern Guinea, received a visit by a community 
disease surveillance team. “They came to inform me that my patient had tested positive for Ebola and 
that I was a direct contact,” he says. 
:: Genome sequencing in Ebola response  01 April 2021  
   Studies show that the Ebola virus can persist in bodily fluids – such as semen and breast milk – of 
survivors for months. The recent resurgence of Ebola in Guinea and the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo has been linked to bodily fluids of survivors. 
Read more » 
:: Better transport can save up 55 000 premature deaths in Accra, WHO report  01 April 2021  
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
No new digest content identified 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
No new digest content identified 
 
WHO European Region EURO  
:: Slow vaccine roll-out prolonging pandemic 01-04-2021  
:: Minimizing COVID-19 risk around religious celebrations as European Region sees resurgence of cases 
31-03-2021  
:: Regional Director meets TB patients and policy-makers in Kyrgyzstan as COVID-19 continues to 
threaten health care across the Region 31-03-2021 
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: Yemen receives 360 000 COVID-19 vaccine doses through the COVAX Facility  31 March 2021 
:: WHO committed to ensuring fair distribution of COVID-19 vaccine in Syria  31 March 2021 
:: WHO/KSrelief helping children to recover from malnutrition in Yemen  30 March 2021 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
No new digest content identified 
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2021/ 

https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/340534/WER9613-eng-fre.pdf
http://www.afro.who.int/
https://www.afro.who.int/news/bolstering-community-approach-guineas-ebola-fight
https://www.afro.who.int/news/genome-sequencing-ebola-response
https://www.afro.who.int/news/genome-sequencing-ebola-response
https://www.afro.who.int/news/better-transport-can-save-55-000-premature-deaths-accra-who-report
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=466:2008-media-center-press-releases&Itemid=40108&lang=en
http://www.searo.who.int/
https://www.who.int/southeastasia/news/detail/17-03-2021-disruptions-in-health-services-due-to-covid-19-may-have-contributed-to-an-additional-239-000-child-and-maternal-deaths-in-south-asia---un-report
https://www.who.int/southeastasia/news/detail/17-03-2021-disruptions-in-health-services-due-to-covid-19-may-have-contributed-to-an-additional-239-000-child-and-maternal-deaths-in-south-asia---un-report
http://www.euro.who.int/
https://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/sections/press-releases/2021/slow-vaccine-roll-out-prolonging-pandemic
https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-emergencies/coronavirus-covid-19/news/news/2021/3/minimizing-covid-19-risk-around-religious-celebrations-as-european-region-sees-resurgence-of-cases2.
https://www.euro.who.int/en/countries/kyrgyzstan/news/news/2021/3/regional-director-speaks-to-patients-and-policy-makers-in-kyrgyzstan-as-covid-19-continues-to-pose-a-threat-to-health-care-across-the-region2
https://www.euro.who.int/en/countries/kyrgyzstan/news/news/2021/3/regional-director-speaks-to-patients-and-policy-makers-in-kyrgyzstan-as-covid-19-continues-to-pose-a-threat-to-health-care-across-the-region2
http://www.emro.who.int/
https://www.emro.who.int/media/news/yemen-receives-360-000-covid-19-vaccine-doses-through-the-covax-facility.html?format=html
https://www.emro.who.int/media/news/who-ensures-the-fair-distribution-of-covid-19-vaccine-to-whole-of-syria.html
https://www.emro.who.int/yemen/news/how-who-and-ksrelief-helped-7-month-old-samer-recover-from-malnutrition.html
https://www.who.int/westernpacific
https://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2021/


   

  

Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 3 Apr 2021] 
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release 
Meetings and events 
31 March 2021   Press Release 
As crisis facing women in Venezuela deepens, UNFPA appeals for urgent funding to save 
lives and protect their rights 

   More and more women and girls are facing the deadly consequences of the crisis that grips 
Venezuela. The health system is collapsing and international funding for sexual and reproductive health 
services is urgently...  

 
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 3 Apr 2021] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
Latest from News Centre 
UNDP releases SDG Impact Standards for Bond Issuers 
   SDG Impact Standards are already being piloted in the market with New Development Bank’s (NDB) 
SDG bond issuance in China Interbank Bond Market earlier this month.  
Posted on April 1, 2021 
 
New UNDP study reveals the magnitude of limited debt relief eligibility for developing 
economies 
   Two-thirds of external ‘debt service at risk’ is not covered by current relief initiatives, putting at risk 
years of progress on poverty and the future resources needed to deal with climate change    
Posted on April 1, 2021 
 
 
UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/ 
Meetings and events 
How Covid-19 is changing the world: a statistical perspective - Volume III 
   30 March 2020 - Volume III of the report published by the Committee of Coordination of Statistical 
Activities (CCSA) provides an updated snapshot of some of the latest information available on how 
COVID-19 is affecting different aspects of public and private life. The report is available here . 
 
 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 3 Apr 2021] 

http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release
https://www.unfpa.org/press/crisis-facing-women-venezuela-deepens-unfpa-appeals-urgent-funding-save-lives-and-protect
https://www.unfpa.org/press/crisis-facing-women-venezuela-deepens-unfpa-appeals-urgent-funding-save-lives-and-protect
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/news/2021/UNDP_releases_SDG_Impact_Standards_for_Bond_Issuers.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/news/2021/UNDP_study_debt_relief_developing_economies.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/news/2021/UNDP_study_debt_relief_developing_economies.html
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/ccsa/
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/ccsa/


   

  

https://www.unenvironment.org/ 
Resources 
29 Mar 2021 Press release  
European Commission and UNEP set out cooperation priorities to tackle climate change, 
biodiversity loss and pollution in Latin America and the Caribbean 
   Brussels/Panamá, 29 March 2021 — The European Commission’s Directorate-General for 
International Partnerships and the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) today announced common 
priorities for environmental cooperation… 
 
 
UNDRR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://www.undrr.org/ 
Latest news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/  
29 Mar 2021 | DESA 
Guterres urges ‘decisive action’ to stave off debt crisis in developing world 
   Though significant steps have been taken to prevent debt crises across the world sparked by the 
COVID-19 crisis, they have not been sufficient to restore economic stability in many developing 
countries.  
  
 
UNESCO  [to 3 Apr 2021]  
http://en.unesco.org/news 
Selected Latest News  
UNESCO Director-General to visit Egypt to celebrate the country’s millennial heritage and 
support its conservation 
Press release  04/2/2021  
 
International Symposium on the Role of Education in Poverty Alleviation 
Sharing the experience of poverty alleviation through education and promoting global 2030 agenda for 
sustainable development 
News  04/2/2021 
 
Successful implementation of the UNESCO Qualifications Passport: ensuring access to 
higher education and employment for refugees under Covid-19 pandemic 
News  03/31/2021  
 
Mali and UNESCO receive symbolic reparation on behalf of international community for 
destruction of Timbuktu’s mausoleums 
Press release  03/30/2021 
 
UNESCO and Quebec Artificial Intelligence Institute team up to launch a call for proposals 
to highlight blind spots in AI development 
News  03/30/2021  

https://www.unenvironment.org/
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International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS)  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://www.icomos.org/en/ 
Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
http://unhabitat.org/ 
News & Stories 
Empowering local authorities through Regional Technical Offices in Lebanon to respond to 
COVID-19 
Wednesday 31 March, 2021  
 
UN-Habitat  report  calls  for cities post-pandemic to lead the way to a fairer, greener, 
healthier future 
Wednesday 31 March, 2021  
 
Cities and Pandemics: Towards a more just, green and healthy future 
Monday 29 March, 2021  
 
 
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 3 Apr 2021] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Food Programme  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://www.wfp.org/news 
News releases 
2 April 2021  
UNESCO and the WFP unite for school health and nutrition to help children bounce back 
after school closures  
(ROME/PARIS) -- The UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and the World 
Food Programme (WFP) have renewed their partnership aimed at strengthening health and nutrition 
programmes for school children and will unite their expertise so that children and young people can 
learn, grow, and contribute to the future of their countries.  
 
1 April 2021  
The EU and WFP partner to improve nutrition in the Central Sahel by strengthening local 
food systems  

https://www.icomos.org/en/
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DAKAR/BRUSSELS – The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) and the European Union (EU) 
today announced that they are partnering in an 18-month project to improve the production, 
availability and consumption of nutritious foods to prevent malnutrition among women and children in 
Africa’s Central Sahel region comprising Burkina Faso, Mali and Niger.  
 
31 March 2021  
WFP's response to clashes in northern Mozambique  
PEMBA – The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) is working around the clock to assist 
people in need following the latest outbreak of violence in Palma town, Cabo Delgado Province, 
northern Mozambique. The brutal attacks have left thousands of people fleeing their homes in Palma 
and in need of urgent humanitarian assistance.  
 
29 March 2021  
Hunger in urban Zimbabwe peaks as the ripple effect of Covid-19 is felt across the nation  
HARARE: Hunger in Zimbabwe’s urban areas has increased over the past year with 2.4 million people 
now struggling to meet their basic food needs, according to the Zimbabwe Vulnerability Assessment 
Committee (ZimVAC) report coordinated by the Food and Nutrition Council. 
 
28 March 2021  
World Food Programme Chief congratulates Sudanese government and rebel group on 
steps towards peace  
JUBA – United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) Executive Director David Beasley today 
congratulated leaders of Sudan and one of the country’s rebel groups for agreeing to principles to 
resolve their conflict including that freedom of religion would be guaranteed to all Sudanese in a civil, 
democratic federal state. 
 
28 March 2021  
WFP appeals for 600 million dollars as hungry Syrians hang by a thread after 10 years of 
conflict  
CAIRO – As a critical conference opens in Brussels on the future of war-ravaged Syria, the United 
Nations World Food Programme is appealing for the funds it needs to provide urgent food assistance to 
millions of Syrians who today face the worst humanitarian conditions since the start of the conflict.  
 
 
ILO International Labour Organization  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm 
News 
Overcoming barriers and stereotypes: Social inclusion in Technical and Vocational 
Education and Training (TVET)   
01 April 2021  
In partnership with the East African Institute of Welding (EAIW) and the Kenya Association of 
Manufacturers (KAM), a dual learning industrial welding training programme with low barriers to entry 
and deliberately targeting female youth and persons with disabilities has been developed and is 
currently being implemented in Turkana and Garissa Counties, Kenya. 
 
Video 
The Future of Work Podcast: The role of digital labour platforms in transforming the world 
of work   
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01 April 2021  
Uma Rani, Senior Economist at the ILO and author of the World Employment and Social Outlook report 
2021, explains the need for dialogue and regulatory cooperation in order to provide decent work 
opportunities in the sector. Listen to the full podcast on: voices.ilo.org/podcast 
 
Podcast series: Global challenges – Global solutions 
The Global Employment Policy Review: Inclusive structural transformation, employment 
policies and innovative solutions for a better future of work   
31 March 2021  
Interview with Sangheon Lee, Director of the Employment Policy Department, and the co-editors of the 
report, Dorothea Schmidt-Klau and David Kucera. 
 
Video 
Celebrity voices, true stories of modern slavery   
31 March 2021  
More than 50 countries have now ratified the ILO Forced Labour Protocol, meeting the target set for 
the 50 for Freedom campaign, which urges governments to take action on forced labour. Since the 
campaign was launched, a number of celebrity advocates have told the harrowing stories of people 
trapped in modern slavery in order to raise awareness of the issue. Listen to some of their stories. 
 
Decent work for all 
How women are being left behind in the quest for decent work for all   
29 March 2021  
The United Nations' Sustainable Development Goals set out a shared vision to end poverty, fight 
inequality and injustice, and tackle climate change by 2030. Will the pandemic reverse progress in 
advancing decent work for all as prescribed under Goal 8? It seems likely, at least for women. 
 
 
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
http://www.icao.int/  
Latest News       
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IMO International Maritime Organization  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://www.imo.org/ 
Latest Press Briefings  
31 March 2021 
MV Ever Given incident in Suez Canal 
   IMO Secretary-General Kitack Lim has issued a statement about the incident involving the MV Ever 
Given, which ran aground in the Suez Canal on 23 March 2021. 
 
 
WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release 
Press Releases 
White Paper on the future of weather and climate forecasting 
Publish Date: 1 April 2021  

https://www.ilo.org/employment/Informationresources/covid-19/other/WCMS_777201/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.ilo.org/employment/Informationresources/covid-19/other/WCMS_777201/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/multimedia/video/institutional-videos/WCMS_775922/lang--en/index.htm
https://ilostat.ilo.org/how-women-are-being-left-behind-in-the-quest-for-decent-work-for-all/
https://ilostat.ilo.org/how-women-are-being-left-behind-in-the-quest-for-decent-work-for-all/
https://ilostat.ilo.org/how-women-are-being-left-behind-in-the-quest-for-decent-work-for-all/
http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.imo.org/
https://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/Pages/WhatsNew-1599.aspx
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release/white-paper-future-of-weather-and-climate-forecasting


   

  

   The advancement of our ability to predict the weather and climate has been the core aspiration of a 
global community of scientists and practitioners, in the almost 150 years of international cooperation in 
meteorology and related Earth system sciences. 
 
 
UPU  Universal Postal Union   [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://www.upu.int/en/News-Media/Press/Press-Releases 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Organization for Standardization (ISO)  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://www.iso.org/news 
News 
By Clare Naden on 31 March 2021  
The power of water  
New international guidance for hydropower plants just published.  
   The three-part ISO IWA 33, Technical guidelines for the development of small hydropower plants, 
specifies the general principles and basic requirements of design for SHP projects up to 30 MWe. 
 
By Clare Naden on 29 March 2021  
Something smells good  
A standard for substantiating sensory claims on products just published.  
   ISO 20784, Sensory analysis – Guidance on substantiation for sensory and consumer product claims, 
is intended to guide researchers and sensory professionals who are charged with substantiating the 
messages used by manufacturers to differentiate their products from others. 
 
 
UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://www.unwto.org/news 
News 
All Regions  Barometer, COVID-19  
Tourist Arrivals Down 87% in January 2021 as UNWTO calls for Stronger Coordination to 
Restart Tourism 
31 Mar 2021 
 
 
WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 3 Apr 2021] 
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/ 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 

https://www.upu.int/en/News-Media/Press/Press-Releases
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html
https://www.iso.org/news
https://www.iso.org/news/ref2648.html
https://www.iso.org/search/advanced-search/x/title/status/P,U/docNumber/33/docPartNo/docType/32/langCode/ics/currentStage/true/searchAbstract/true/stage/stageDateStart/stageDateEnd/committee/sdg
https://www.iso.org/news/ref2646.html
https://www.iso.org/standard/69080.html
https://www.unwto.org/news
https://www.unwto.org/news/tourist-arrivals-down-87-in-january-2021-as-unwto-calls-for-stronger-coordination-to-restart-tourism
https://www.unwto.org/news/tourist-arrivals-down-87-in-january-2021-as-unwto-calls-for-stronger-coordination-to-restart-tourism
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/


   

  

 
CBD  Convention on Biological Diversity [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://www.cbd.int/ 
Announcements 
01.04.2021 Why more land-based fish farms could improve global food security 
 
29.03.2021 Fellowships 2021 of the Partnership for Observation of the Global Oceans  
 
 
DARPA – Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency  [to 3 Apr 2021 
https://www.darpa.mil/news 
News 
4/2/2021 
Quantifying Utility of Quantum Computers 
   Although universal fault-tolerant quantum computers – with millions of physical quantum bits (or 
qubits) – may be a decade or two away, quantum computing research continues apace. It has been 
hypothesized that quantum computers will one day revolutionize information processing across a host 
of military and civilian applications from pharmaceuticals discovery, to advanced batteries, to machine 
learning, to cryptography. A key missing element in the race toward fault-tolerant quantum systems, 
however, is meaningful metrics to quantify how useful or transformative large quantum computers will 
actually be once they exist.  
 
:::::: 
 
USAID [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/2021 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Announcements 
USAID Recognizes Transgender Day of Visibility  
March 31, 2021 
   Today, the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) is pleased to recognize Transgender 
Day of Visibility, a day dedicated to celebrating the vibrant and diverse international transgender 
community while raising awareness of the discrimination that transgender, non-binary, and gender 
non-conforming people face worldwide. 
 
United States Announces Additional Assistance for the People of Syria  
March 30, 2021 
   Today, U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations Linda Thomas-Greenfield announced more than 
$596 million in additional humanitarian assistance for the people of Syria. The 
announcement, at the fifth Brussels Conference on “Supporting the Future of Syria and the Region,” 
co-chaired by the European Union and the United Nations, comes amid a somber milestone this month 
with the crisis now in its 10th year. The United States remains the single largest donor to the Syria 
crisis response, providing nearly $13 billion since the start of the decade-long conflict, which has left 
13.4 million people in dire need of assistance and forced 13 million people from their homes. 
 
Signing Of Letter Of Intent Between USAID And The International Telecommunication 
Union  
March 30, 2021 

https://www.cbd.int/
https://www.cbd.int/A%20tidal%20wave%20of%20interest%20is%20building%20in%20farming%20the%20seas.%20It’s%20part%20of%20a%20global%20rush%20to%20exploit%20oceanic%20resources%20that’s%20been%20dubbed%20the
https://www.cbd.int/A%20tidal%20wave%20of%20interest%20is%20building%20in%20farming%20the%20seas.%20It’s%20part%20of%20a%20global%20rush%20to%20exploit%20oceanic%20resources%20that’s%20been%20dubbed%20the
https://www.cbd.int/biobridge/platform/submit/bbi-Opportunity/254963/view
https://www.cbd.int/biobridge/platform/submit/bbi-Opportunity/254963/view
https://www.darpa.mil/news
https://www.darpa.mil/news-events/2021-04-02.html
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https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/mar-31-2021-usaid-recognizes-transgender-day-visibility
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/mar-30-2021-united-states-announces-additional-assistance-people-syria
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/mar-30-2021-signing-letter-intent-between-usaid-and-itu
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/mar-30-2021-signing-letter-intent-between-usaid-and-itu


   

  

   On Tuesday, March 30, 2021, the United States Agency for International Development (USAID), 
represented by Acting Administrator Gloria Steele, and the International Telecommunication Union 
(ITU), represented by Telecommunication Development Bureau Director Doreen Bogdan-Martin, agreed 
to a Letter of Intent (LOI) to strengthen collaboration on Information Communications Technology 
(ICT). 
 
United States to Host Launch of 2021 COVAX Investment Opportunity  
March 29, 2021 
   On Thursday, April 15, 2021, the United States will co-host with Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, the 
launch of the Investment Opportunity for the Gavi COVAX Advance Market Commitment. The virtual 
convening will call on partners to join the United States and others in providing resources and 
commitments to accelerate global COVID-19 vaccinations and end the pandemic. 
 
 
Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office [nee DFID]  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/foreign-commonwealth-development-office 
Selected Press Releases. Announcements 
Fish eye lenses: UK launches world’s largest ocean monitoring system to protect wildlife 
and biodiversity  
3 April 2021 — Press release 
The UK will pioneer the world’s largest ocean wildlife monitoring system to help protect life below 
water as part of the UK Government Blue Belt programme. 
 
UK announces further sanctions on Myanmar military-linked companies  
1 April 2021 — Press release 
Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab has announced further measures targeting the Myanmar regime today 
and a boost to funding for evidence gathering of violations. 
 
Global summit to help those most vulnerable fight climate change  
31 March 2021 — Press release 
Countries that are most vulnerable to the impacts of climate change will help set the international 
agenda. 
 
Growing Daesh threat across Africa highlighted by Global Coalition Ministers  
30 March 2021 — Press release 
Foreign ministers today (30 March 2021) stressed that a collective effort is necessary to defeat Daesh. 
 
 
ECHO  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news 
Latest News 
Syrian crisis: €5.3 billion mobilised by donors for 2021 and beyond at 5th Brussels 
Conference 
30/03/2021 
   At the fifth Brussels Conference on 'Supporting the future of Syria and the Region' co-chaired today 
by the European Union and the United Nations, the international community pledged €5.3 billion for 
2021 and beyond for Syria and the neighbouring...  
 

https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/mar-29-2021-united-states-host-launch-2021-covax-investment-opportunity
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/foreign-commonwealth-development-office
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/fish-eye-lenses-uk-launches-worlds-largest-ocean-monitoring-system-to-protect-wildlife-and-biodiversity
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/fish-eye-lenses-uk-launches-worlds-largest-ocean-monitoring-system-to-protect-wildlife-and-biodiversity
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-announces-further-sanctions-on-myanmar-military-linked-companies
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/global-summit-to-help-those-most-vulnerable-fight-climate-change
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/growing-daesh-threat-across-africa-highlighted-by-global-coalition-ministers
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news
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https://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/syrian-crisis-53-billion-mobilised-donors-2021-and-beyond-5th-brussels-conference_en


   

  

Brussels V Conference on Syria and the region: highlighting the role of civil society 
29/03/2021 
   The fifth edition of the Brussels Conference on ‘Supporting the Future of Syria and the 
Region' (#SyriaConf2021) started this morning with the Day of Dialogue with civil society organisations 
from Syria and the region. Today's discussions with...  
 
:::::: 
 
African Union [to 3 Apr 2021] 
http://www.au.int/ 
News 
Validation Workshop on the Revised African Union Plan of Action on CCIs calls 
March 31, 2021  
   The proposed review of the AU Plan of Action on Cultural and Creative Industries aimed at ensuring 
that current trends on the African creative economy and internationally were included in the African 
Union Plan of Action 
 
 
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
http://asean.org/category/news/asean-secretariat-news/ 
Secretariat News 
No new digest content identified.  
 
 
European Commission [to 3 Apr 2021] 
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1 
Latest         
Statement  31 March 2021 
Statement of Commissioner Reynders on the referral of Poland to the European Court of 
Justice to protect independence of Polish judges and asks for interim measures 
 
Press release  31 March 2021 
Rule of Law: European Commission refers Poland to the European Court of Justice to 
protect independence of Polish judges and asks for interim measures 
   Today, the European Commission decided to refer Poland to the Court of Justice of the European 
Union regarding the law on the judiciary of 20 December 2019, which entered into force on 14 
February 2020. 
 
Press release   30 March 2021 
Syrian crisis: €5.3 billion mobilised by donors for 2021 and beyond at 5th Brussels 
Conference 
   At the fifth Brussels Conference on 'Supporting the future of Syria and the Region' co-chaired today 
by the European Union and the United Nations, the international community pledged €5.3 billion for 
2021 and beyond for Syria and the neighbouring countries hosting Syrian refugees. 
 
 
OECD  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/publicationsdocuments/bydate/ 

https://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/brussels-v-conference-syria-and-region-highlighting-role-civil-society_en
http://www.au.int/
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Top Stories 
No new digest content identified.  
 
 
Organization of American States (OAS)   [to 3 Apr 2021] 
http://www.oas.org/en/ 
Press Releases 
OAS Permanent Council to Commemorate Day for the Right to the Truth Concerning Gross 
Human Rights Violations 
March 29, 2021 
   … commemorate the “International Day for the Right to the Truth Concerning Gross Human Rights 
Violations and for the Dignity of Victims,” and the “Inter-American Day against the Illicit Manufacturing 
of and Trafficking in Firearms,” among other topics…. 
 
 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://www.oic-oci.org/  
Selected Press Releases 
Al-Othaimeen Calls for Changing Attitudes towards "People with Disabilities" through the 
Media, Scholars and Society 
Secretary-General of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation, Dr. Yusuf bin Ahmed Al-Othaimeen, 
delivered a speech before the 17th  session of the thematic discussion of the Independent Permanent 
Human Rights Commission (IPHRC), which was held virtually and discussed the issue of: “Promoting 
and protecting the rights of persons with disabilities,” on  30 March 2021, in  Jeddah.... 
30/03/2021 
 
Statement by the OIC Group in Geneva on the 10th Anniversary of the Human Rights 
Council (HRC) resolution 16/18 
The OIC joins the international community in commemorating the 10th anniversary of the landmark 
Human Rights Council (HRC) resolution titled "Combating intolerance, negative stereotyping and 
stigmatization of, and discrimination, incitement to violence and violence against, persons based on 
religion or belief", which was first adopted by consensus on 24 March 2011. ... 
28/03/2021 
 
 
Group of 77  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
http://www.g77.org/ 
Latest Statements and Speeches 
No new digest content identified.  
 
:::::: 
 
UNCTAD  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://unctad.org/media-centre 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified.  
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World Customs Organization – WCO  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
http://www.wcoomd.org/ 
Latest News – Selected Items 
30 March 2021  
COVID-19 vaccine awareness: WCO completes three series of webinars involving the 
private sector  
   The World Customs Organization (WCO) successfully carried out three series of webinars between 
late January and late March 2021, to raise awareness about COVID-19 vaccines. The first series of 
webinars was held from 21 to 28 January in collaboration with Pfizer, the second from 15 to 17 March 
with Moderna, and the third one on 24 and 25 March with AstraZeneca. 
   The 11 webinars, which brought together more than 1,300 participants in total, focused on the 
essential specifications of COVID-19 vaccines as well as details of their distribution patterns, the aim 
being to make Customs better equipped to identify counterfeit or sub-standard COVID-19 vaccines at 
borders and curb trafficking, notably during this important period of COVID-19 vaccine delivery to 
governments… 
 
 
WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 3 Apr 2021] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
WTO News and Events 
World trade primed for strong but uneven recovery after COVID-19 pandemic shock  
31 March 2021 
   Prospects for a quick recovery in world trade have improved as merchandise trade expanded more 
rapidly than expected in the second half of last year. According to new estimates from the WTO, the 
volume of world merchandise trade is expected to increase by 8.0% in 2021 after having fallen 5.3% in 
2020, continuing its rebound from the pandemic-induced collapse that bottomed out in the second 
quarter of last year. 
MAIN POINTS 
:: World merchandise trade volume is expected to increase by 8.0% in 2021 after falling 5.3% in 2020, 
a smaller decline than previously estimated.  
:: Trade growth will likely slow to 4.0% in 2022, with the total volume of global trade remaining below 
the pre-pandemic trend.  
:: World GDP at market exchange rates should increase by 5.1% in 2021 and 3.8% in 2022, after 
contracting by 3.8% in 2020.  
:: Merchandise trade in nominal dollar terms fell in 2020 by 7% while commercial services exports 
declined by 20%.  
:: Falling oil prices led to a 35% contraction in trade in fuels in 2020.  
:: Travel services were down 63% in 2020 and are not expected to fully recover until the pandemic 
wanes.  
 
:::::: 
 
IPU  Inter-Parliamentary Union   [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases 
Press releases 
30/03/2021 
IPU reports sharp increase in abuse against parliamentarians, driven largely by Myanmar  
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
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International Court of Justice  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases 
Latest Press Releases   
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Criminal Court (ICC)  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
Trying individuals for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/ 
News 
The ICC welcomes the decision by the US Government ending sanctions and visa 
restrictions against ICC personnel 
Press Release  2 April 2021 
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
ICC Appeals Chamber confirms Trial Chamber I’s decision acquitting Laurent Gbagbo and 
Charles Blé Goudé of all charges of crime against humanity 
Press Release  30 March 2021 
 
Ntaganda case: ICC Appeals Chamber confirms conviction and sentencing decisions 
Press Release  29 March 2021 
 
:::::: 
  
World Bank [to 3 Apr 2021] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
Selected News, Announcements 
Event – COVID-19: Vaccines for Developing Countries 
Friday, April 9th | 11:00 am ET 
   The rollout of COVID-19 vaccines in developing countries is critical to protecting lives, building 
human capital, and stimulating economic recovery. The current crisis is exacerbating inequalities 
throughout the world and, without access to vaccines, the gap will widen further. Ensuring developing 
countries can access, as well as safely distribute vaccines, calls for strong partnership and cooperation 
at the national, regional & global levels. This event will explore:   
   :: The work underway in developing countries to prepare for large scale vaccine rollouts; the 
strengths and gaps in country readiness; measures to ensure access and distribution; and the 
importance of partnerships and cooperation across all stakeholders for success.  
   :: The private sector’s essential role in driving innovation, production and manufacturing to meet the 
enormous needs for COVID-19 vaccines, tests and therapeutics.   
   :: Taking a broad view of COVID-19 to reflect on opportunities and challenges across research, 
finance and policy, as we work to build more resilient health and economic systems now –and in the 
future.  
 
Government of Nepal and World Bank sign $75 million additional financing agreement for 
COVID-19 vaccines 

http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases
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https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=pr1585
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=pr1585
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=pr1583
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=pr1583
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=pr1582
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all
https://live.worldbank.org/covid-19-vaccines-developing-countries
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2021/04/02/government-of-nepal-and-world-bank-sign-75-million-additional-financing-agreement-for-covid-19-vaccines
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KATHMANDU, April 2, 2021 – The Government of Nepal and the World Bank today signed an 
agreement for additional financing of $75 million to support access to safe and effective COVID-19 
vaccines for...  
Date: April 02, 2021 Type: Press Release  
 
MENA Economic Update — Living with Debt: How Institutions Can Chart a Path to 
Recovery in the Middle East and North Africa 
This edition of the World Bank MENA Economic Update for Spring 2021 estimates that the Middle East 
and North Africa (MENA) region’s economies contracted by 3.8% in 2020, which is 1.3 percentage 
points...  
Date: April 02, 2021 Type: Publication  
 
World Bank Group President’s Statement on Climate Change Action Plan 
WASHINGTON, April 2, 2021 — World Bank Group President David Malpass today issued the following 
statement on the World Bank Group’s new Climate Change Action Plan: “I am pleased to announce 
that yesterday...  
Date: April 02, 2021 Type: Statement  
 
Integrating Rural Economic Development with Cultural Heritage Conservation in China 
Challenge While China’s rapid economic growth lifted more than 850 million of people out of poverty 
since 1978, it was associated with rising urban-rural inequalities in incomes, opportunities, and 
quality...  
Date: April 01, 2021 Type: Result Brief  
 
World Bank Provides $375 Million to Boost Efforts Towards Realizing the Full Potential of 
Pastoralism in the Sahel 
WASHINGTON, March 30, 2021 – Efforts to improve the productivity and resilience of pastoral 
production systems in the Sahel get a strong boost with a $375 million new IDA* financing, approved 
by the Board...  
Date: March 30, 2021 Type: Press Release 
 
WBG Vaccine Announcement– Key Facts 
COVID-19 vaccines, alongside widespread testing, improved treatment and strong health systems are 
critical to save lives and strengthen the global economic recovery. To provide relief for vulnerable 
populations...  
Date: March 30, 2021 Type: Factsheet  
 
 
IMF  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article 
News, Announcements 
March 29, 2021 
Financing for Development in the Era of COVID-19 and Beyond Initiative  
    Kristalina Georgieva at the Heads of State Meeting on International Debt Architecture and Liquidity: 
"Helping vulnerable countries calls for a comprehensive approach. This includes actions on concessional 
finance, global reserves & debt, so countries can support their people." 
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African Development Bank Group  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://www.afdb.org/en 
Press Releases 
African Development Bank brings graduates one step closer to helping their countries 
access climate finance 
   31-Mar-2021 - Seventy-four trainees from 26 African countries will join the continent’s community of 
climate finance experts after successfully completing a training program through the African 
Development Bank. Eighteen of the 74 graduates who emerged as top achievers qualified as trainers 
and will continue to build capacity across the continent. 
 
Increase debt suspension arrangements to offer low-income and middle-income countries 
fiscal space – heads of state 
   30-Mar-2021 - Several heads of state and government, the United Nations and heads of multilateral 
development finance institutions on Monday called for expansion of the Debt Service Suspension 
Initiative, under which low-income countries have suspended paying down debt during the Covid-19 
pandemic. 
 
 
Asian Development Bank  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
http://www.adb.org/news/releases 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-
level announcements are added each week] 
Latest News Releases 
31 Mar 2021 
Access to Climate Finance is Critical to Put Climate Actions at Center of Development and 
Recovery 
   The Asian Development Bank called access to climate finance a key priority for Asia and the Pacific as 
governments design and implement a green and resilient recovery from the coronavirus disease 
(COVID-19) pandemic. 
 
31 Mar 2021 
$450 Million ADB Loan to Help Indonesia Deliver Safe and Effective COVID-19 Vaccines 
   The Asian Development Bank has approved a $450 million loan to Indonesia to help Bio Farma, a 
state-owned vaccine supplier, procure and deliver safe and effective vaccines against the coronavirus 
disease (COVID-19). 
 
 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank   [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-
level announcements are added each week] 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news 
News 

https://www.afdb.org/en
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/african-development-bank-brings-graduates-one-step-closer-helping-their-countries-access-climate-finance-42939
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/african-development-bank-brings-graduates-one-step-closer-helping-their-countries-access-climate-finance-42939
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/increase-debt-suspension-arrangements-offer-low-income-and-middle-income-countries-fiscal-space-heads-state-42909
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/increase-debt-suspension-arrangements-offer-low-income-and-middle-income-countries-fiscal-space-heads-state-42909
http://www.adb.org/news/releases
https://www.adb.org/news/access-climate-finance-critical-put-climate-actions-center-development-and-recovery
https://www.adb.org/news/access-climate-finance-critical-put-climate-actions-center-development-and-recovery
https://www.adb.org/news/access-climate-finance-critical-put-climate-actions-center-development-and-recovery
https://www.adb.org/news/access-climate-finance-critical-put-climate-actions-center-development-and-recovery
https://www.adb.org/news/450-million-adb-loan-help-indonesia-deliver-safe-and-effective-covid-19-vaccines
https://www.adb.org/news/450-million-adb-loan-help-indonesia-deliver-safe-and-effective-covid-19-vaccines
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news


   

  

No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Islamic Development Bank  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://www.isdb.org/ 
News 
Niger President Officially Inaugurates King Abdullah bin Abdulaziz Al Saud University 
Campus in Niamey 
29 March 2021 
        

 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 
 
 

:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
   We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new research and 
major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, collaborations, and initiatives 
across the human rights, humanitarian response and development spheres of action.  WE will not 
reference fundraising announcements, programs, events or appeals, and generally not include content 
which is primarily photo-documentation or video in format. 
 
 
Action Contre la Faim – Action Against Hunger  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org 
Communiqués de presse  
Tanzanie 
En Tanzanie, les femmes luttent contre la sous-nutrition 
Posté le 2 avril 2021  
   La Tanzanie est le sixième pays le plus peuplé d’Afrique. Le taux élevé de fécondité signifie que le 
nombre de personnes vivant dans la pauvreté continue d’augmenter. 
 
 
Alliance for International Medical Action (ALIMA)  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://alima.ngo/en/ 
PRESS RELEASES 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://newsroom.amref.org/category/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases     
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Aravind Eye Care System  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://aravind.org/ 
Aravind News 

https://www.isdb.org/
https://www.isdb.org/news/niger-president-officially-inaugurates-king-abdullah-bin-abdulaziz-al-saud-university-campus-in-niamey
https://www.isdb.org/news/niger-president-officially-inaugurates-king-abdullah-bin-abdulaziz-al-saud-university-campus-in-niamey
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/
https://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/a-la-une/en-tanzanie-les-femmes-luttent-contre-la-sous-nutrition/
https://alima.ngo/en/
http://amref.org/news/news/
https://newsroom.amref.org/category/press-releases/
https://aravind.org/


   

  

No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Blue Shield International  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://theblueshield.org/category/bsi-news/ 
BSI News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BRAC  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
http://www.brac.net/#news 
Latest  
Agents of change: Three primary schools in Bangladesh being watched by the world 
March 31, 2021  
by Rubab Al Islam  
   As vaccinations are distributed globally and schools closed for months start planning to open, 
questions are being raised about what changes we need to our education system in a post-pandemic 
world. We have a unique chance to shape our curriculum and teaching and learning methods now for 
when we reopen, and climate change, diversity and gender equality are challenges that should be high 
on that priority list. Three schools in Bangladesh were globally recognised for their work in these areas 
in 2019; this blog takes a closer look at them. 
 
 
Clubhouse International  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html 
News/Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://drc.ngo/ 
Press Releases 
Syria 
Joint statement on Brussels Conference on Syria 
30. March 2021 
   37 aid agencies raise the alarm about the skyrocketing needs among Syrian, as humanitarian funds 
are cut 
 
 
ECPAT  [to 3 Apr 2021]  
http://www.ecpat.net/news 
News from ECPAT 
How to conduct ethical research on sexual exploitation involving children 
Posted on 31/03/2021 
   Written by: Andrea Varrella, Project Coordinator of Amplifying the Voices of Survivors, and Legal 
Research Officer at ECPAT International. Republished from weprotect.org 
   Any research requires careful thought to ensure that the best ethical practices are being used. When 
research involves children, we have added responsibilities to do the absolute best by them. Here 

https://theblueshield.org/category/bsi-news/
http://www.brac.net/#news
http://blog.brac.net/agents-of-change-three-primary-schools-in-bangladesh-being-watched-by-the-world/
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html
https://drc.ngo/
https://drc.ngo/about-us/for-the-media/press-releases/2021/3/syria-conference/
http://www.ecpat.net/news
https://www.ecpat.org/news/how-to-conduct-ethical-research-on-sexual-exploitation-involving-children/
https://www.weprotect.org/blog/how-to-conduct-ethical-research-on-sexual-exploitation-involving-children/


   

  

Andrea Varrella, Project Coordinator of Amplifying the Voices of Survivors, a joint project between 
WePROTECT Global Alliance and ECPAT International, shares some of the learning from the ethical 
review of the project methodology. 
 
 
EIFL – Electronic Information for Libraries  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://www.eifl.net/news 
EIFL works with libraries to enable access to knowledge for education, learning, research and 
sustainable community development 
News 
EIFL supports WTO TRIPS waiver for COVID-19 
30 Mar 2021 
   For the first time, library, education and research organizations around the world joined the call by 
South Africa and India for the World Trade Organization (WTO) to temporarily suspend its rules on 
intellectual property necessary to support the prevention, containment and treatment of COVID-19. 
The call is co-sponsored by 57 developing countries, mostly in Africa. 
   EIFL contributed to drafting the statement released on 22 March 2021 by global civil society groups, 
that was signed by over 250 prominent researchers, copyright experts and organizations including EIFL 
partner consortia in Kenya, Lesotho, Lithuania, Uganda and Zimbabwe. 
   The statement, that focuses particular attention on the need to include copyright rules within the 
WTO waiver proposal, points to two ways that access to copyrighted works is needed to support 
responses to COVID-19… 
 
 
Fountain House  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/  
Press Releases/Events 
Event 
From Harm to Health: Centering Racial Equity and Lived Experience in Mental Health Crisis 
Response 
April 12, 2021 
 
 
GE2P2 Global  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
www.ge2p2.org 
News/Analysis/Statements/Webinars 
:: Past weekly editions of Vaccines and Global Health: The Week in Review are available here. 
 
 
Humanity & Inclusion  [nee Handicap International]  [to 3 Apr 2021]  
https://hi.org/en/index 
News 
HI deploys teams in wake of Rohingya camps fire  
PUBLISHED ON March 29th 2021  
   A major blaze ripped through the Rohingya refugee camps in Bangladesh on 22 March. More than 
40,000 people were directly affected and lost their shelter. Eleven people died and over 550 were 
injured, according to initial reports. HI’s teams have been deployed to assist the most vulnerable. 
 

https://www.eifl.net/news
https://www.eifl.net/news/eifl-supports-wto-trips-waiver-covid-19
https://www.eifl.net/resources/civil-society-statement-supporting-wto-trips-waiver-proposal
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press
https://www.fountainhouse.org/news/from-harm-to-health-event
https://www.fountainhouse.org/news/from-harm-to-health-event
http://www.ge2p2.org/
https://centerforvaccineethicsandpolicy.net/
https://hi.org/en/index
https://hi.org/en/news/hi-deploys-teams-in-wake-of-rohingya-camps-fire


   

  

 
Heifer International  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://www.heifer.org/ 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HelpAge International  [to 3 Apr 2021]  
https://www.helpage.org/newsroom/latest-news/ 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
UN must deliver convention on older people's rights as COVID-19 exposes systemic ageism 
Posted: 29 March 2021 
   Activists will demand urgent action for a UN convention for the rights of older people at a global UN 
meeting on ageing today, amid evidence that the COVID-19 pandemic has brutally exposed systemic 
ageism and the dangerous lack of protection of older people’s human rights.  
   HelpAge International and partners around the world will urge UN member states to immediately 
start drafting the convention which they say could have prevented some of the blatant discrimination 
and woefully inadequate treatment many older people have faced during the COVID-19 pandemic.  
  
Bridget Sleap, Senior Rights Policy Advisor at HelpAge said:  
   “Discrimination and inequalities facing older people are certainly nothing new, but the COVID-19 
pandemic has brought these issues to the fore like never before. This is why we urgently need a UN 
convention on the rights of older people and we need to see concrete action being taken right now.”… 

 
 
ICRC  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports     
ICRC Calls for Durable Solution to Weapons Contamination in Syria 
   In cities and rural areas across Syria, numerous accidents are reported daily, resulting in deaths and 
injuries among civilians going about their lives. 
04-04-2021 | Statement 
   
IHL and COVID-19 vaccinations in territory under the control of non-State armed groups 
   The ICRC estimates that between 60 and 80 million people live under the exclusive control of non-
State armed groups, and many more in areas in which non-States armed groups operate. 
31-03-2021 | Article 
   
Brussels V Conference: Supporting the Future of Syria and the Region 
   Speech given by Mr Peter Maurer to the Brussels V Conference on Supporting the Future of Syria and 
the Region. 
30-03-2021 | Statement 
 
Syria: ICRC President urges “new approach” by international community after decade of 
brutal crisis 
   ICRC president, Peter Maurer, called on the international community to come together to find a “new 
approach” and long-term solutions after a five-day visit to Syria. 
29-03-2021 | News release 

https://www.heifer.org/
https://www.helpage.org/newsroom/latest-news/
https://www.helpage.org/newsroom/latest-news/un-must-deliver-convention-on-older-peoples-rights-as-covid19-exposes-systemic-ageism/
https://social.un.org/ageing-working-group/
https://social.un.org/ageing-working-group/
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/icrc-calls-durable-solution-weapons-contamination-syria
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/ihl-covid-19-vaccinations-territory
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/brussels-v-conference-supporting-future-syria-and-region
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/syria-icrc-president-urges-new-approach-international-community-after-decade-brutal-crisis
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/syria-icrc-president-urges-new-approach-international-community-after-decade-brutal-crisis


   

  

 
 
IFRC   [to 3 Apr 2021] 
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
Myanmar 
Myanmar: IFRC calls for greater protection of health workers and warns of a deepening 
humanitarian crisis 
Kuala Lumpur/Yangon/Geneva,1 April 2021 – Two months following the military takeover in Myanmar, 
the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) is deeply concerned about 
the escalating violence and mounting casualties among … 
1 April 2021 
 
Global 
Statement on International Treaty on Pandemics “We need bold new solutions – both in 
international and domestic laws – to avoid the same mistakes” 
  Geneva, 30 March 2021 In response to a common call for an International Treaty on Pandemics by 
the WHO and world leaders today, Jagan Chapagain, Secretary General of the International Federation 
of Red Cross Red Crescent Societies, said: “We are … 
30 March 2021 
 
Pledges are not enough – the world must not fail the people of Syria 
Joint statement from the Presidents of the Syrian Arab Red Crescent Society (SARC), the International 
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies (IFRC) ahead of the Brussels V Conference o … 
29 March 2021 
 
Bangladesh 
Bangladesh: International relief needed on Bhasan Char Island 
Kuala Lumpur/Dhaka, 29 March 2021 – International support is needed to maintain humanitarian 
services for more than 13,000 people who have been relocated to Bhasan Char island from Cox’s 
Bazar. This appeal follows an independent visit by representative … 
29 March 2021 
 
 
International Medical Corps (IMC)   [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/ 
Selected Press Releases/Updates / Alerts 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
IRC  International Rescue Committee  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 
Media highlights [Selected] 
Press Release  
Statement from the International Rescue Committee on the Generation Equality Forum  
April 1, 2021  
 

http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/myanmar-ifrc-calls-greater-protection-health-workers-warns-deepening-humanitarian-crisis/
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/myanmar-ifrc-calls-greater-protection-health-workers-warns-deepening-humanitarian-crisis/
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/statement-international-treaty-pandemics-need-bold-new-solutions-international-domestic-laws-avoid-mistakes/
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/statement-international-treaty-pandemics-need-bold-new-solutions-international-domestic-laws-avoid-mistakes/
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/pledges-not-enough-world-must-not-fail-people-syria/
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/bangladesh-international-relief-needed-bhasan-char-island/
https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/statement-international-rescue-committee-generation-equality-forum
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/statement-international-rescue-committee-generation-equality-forum
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/statement-international-rescue-committee-generation-equality-forum
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/ethiopia-irc-statement-killing-humanitarian-aid-workers


   

  

Statement  
Ethiopia: IRC statement on the killing of humanitarian aid workers  
April 1, 2021  
 
Press Release  
Las continuas caravanas migrantes son síntomas de la emergencia en el norte de 
Centroamérica, advierte IRC 
March 31, 2021  
 
Press Release  
Ongoing migrant caravans are symptoms of the emergencies in northern Central America, 
warns IRC 
March 31, 2021  
 
Press Release  
México: Postura del IRC sobre la muerte de Victoria Salazar 
March 30, 2021  
 
 
IRCT  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://irct.org/ 
Latest News 
News 31 Mar 2021  
Historically generous donation: 750.000 DKK will now go to torture survivors with thanks 
to ATSF  
   The Inge Genefke and Bent Sørensen Anti Torture Support Foundation have most generously 
donated 750.000 DKK to our Covid-19 response work. The donation will go directly to our member 
centres around the globe who are providing life-saving rehabilitation to survivors of torture. 
 
 
Islamic Relief Worldwide  [to 3 Apr 2021]  
https://www.islamic-relief.org/ 
Selected Press Releases 
Ramadan at home 2021 - Take care of your mental wellbeing 
Published: 1 April, 2021  
 
“The men, the women, even the animals have benefited”: unlocking women’s livelihoods in 
Mali 
Published: 30 March, 2021  
 
Diversifying diets and improving health and livelihoods in South Sudan 
Published: 29 March, 2021  
 
 
Landsea   [to 3 Apr 2021] 
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
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Medecins du Monde   [to 3 Apr 2021]  
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/ 
Press Releases 
Attacks on NGOs in Ethiopia: we demand a real protection of humanitarian staff 
   In light of two recent attacks on humanitarian workers in Ethiopia, the Humanitarian INGOs 
(HINGOs) call for the protection of humanitarian staff and civilians and the enabling of assistance to 
reach people in need… 
 
 
Mercy Corps [to 3 Apr 2021] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
News Releases & Alerts  
April 02, 2021  
INGOs Call for an End to Violence Against Civilians Including Children and Warn of 
Imminent Humanitarian Crisis 
   As INGOs working in Myanmar, we condemn the Myanmar military’s widespread use of deadly 
violence against civilians. We...  
 
March 30, 2021  
Syria Aid Pledges 'Woefully Inadequate' 
   Mercy Corps Statement on the 2021 Brussels Conference The pledges made today at the virtual 
Brussels conference, ten...  
  
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 3 Apr 2021]  
http://www.msf.org/ 
Latest [Selected Announcements 
Mozambique  
Violence in Cabo Delgado: "Many have seen dead bodies along the way"  
Project Update 2 Apr 2021  
 
Democratic Republic of Congo  
In DRC, measles is spreading and killing again in what seems to be a never-ending fight  
Project Update 31 Mar 2021  
 
Coronavirus COVID-19 pandemic  
“Only vaccination will end the ferocious spread of COVID-19 in Iraq”  
Op-Ed 31 Mar 2021  
 
Tuberculosis  
Sustainable solutions for children and adolescents at risk of drug-resistant tuberculosis  
Project Update 30 Mar 2021  
 
Greece  
Open letter to Ylva Johansson, European Commissioner of Home Affairs  
Open Letter 29 Mar 2021  
 

http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/
https://www.medecinsdumonde.org/en/news/afrique/2021/04/01/attacks-ngos-ethiopia-we-demand-real-protection-humanitarian-staff
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Ethiopia Tigray crisis  
Tigray’s cities fill with displaced people fleeing insecurity and in need of aid  
Voices from the Field 29 Mar 2021  
 
 
Operation Smile  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office 
Program Schedule 
Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve every 
opportunity for safe surgical care.  
 
  
OXFAM [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://www.oxfam.org/en/ 
Press Releases       
Oxfam welcomes IMF's call to tax the rich to fund COVID-19 recovery 
1 April 2021 
Responding to the publication of the Fiscal Monitor by the International Monetary Fund today, Susana 
Ruiz, Oxfam International's Tax Policy Lead, said: “Oxfam strongly welcomes the IMF’s call for 
progressive and emergency taxes to fund the recovery from the COVID-19 crisis, including taxing 
excess corporate profits and top income levels. 
   
Pledges fail Syrians 
30 March 2021 
In reaction to the pledges made today at the Brussels-Syria donor conference, Oxfam Syria’s Country 
Director, Moutaz Adham, said   
   
Two-thirds of epidemiologists warn mutations could render current COVID vaccines 
ineffective in a year or less 
30 March 2021 
Epidemiologists, from some of the world’s leading academic institutions, delivered a stark warning 
today of the risk the world is taking by failing to ensure all countries have sufficient vaccines to protect 
people from COVID-19. 
 
  
Norwegian Refugee Council   [to 3 Apr 2021] 
http://www.nrc.no/ 
Latest news  
Syria | 30. Mar 2021  
Syria pledging conference: Disappointing that top donors cut aid now 
Statement by NRC Secretary General Jan Egeland in reaction to the Brussels Conference on Syria  
 
Cameroon | 30. Mar 2021  
A failure to address the vulnerability of men and boys 
The patchy attention given to adolescent boys and men has not allowed for understanding the 
gendered impact that crisis has on them. We need to expand our vision of who persons of concern 
should be, writes Delphine Brun, senior GenCap adviser at United Nations Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs in Cameroon.  
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https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/oxfam-welcomes-imfs-call-tax-rich-fund-covid-19-recovery
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/pledges-fail-syrians
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/two-thirds-epidemiologists-warn-mutations-could-render-current-covid-vaccines
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/two-thirds-epidemiologists-warn-mutations-could-render-current-covid-vaccines
http://www.nrc.no/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2021/march/syria-pledging-conference-disappointing-that-top-donors-cut-aid-now/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2021/march/syria-pledging-conference-disappointing-that-top-donors-cut-aid-now/


   

  

 
30. Mar 2021  
NRC condemns killings of civilians in Myanmar 
The Norwegian Refugee Council strongly condemns the escalation of violence and indiscriminate 
killings of hundreds of civilians in Myanmar.  
 
 
Pact  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
http://www.pactworld.org/  
Latest News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Partners In Health  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://www.pih.org/news 
News    
Why Equitable Global COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution Is Essential  
   More than three months ago, COVID-19 vaccines began to roll out and a 91-year-old woman in the 
United Kingdom became the first person—outside of a clinical trial—to receive a vaccine. Six days later, 
a nurse in New York City became the first person in the United States to get vaccinated. Since then, 
more than 400 million doses have been administered around the globe.    
April 2, 2021  
 
Envisioning a 21st Century Public Health Department in Pima County 
   Monoclonal antibody treatment is just one of many steps the southern Arizona county is taking 
toward improving access to care and accompaniment during COVID-19—and beyond  
April 2, 2021  
 
 
PATH  [to 3 Apr 2021]  
https://www.path.org/media-center/  
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Plan International/BORNEfonden  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Save The Children [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://www.savethechildren.net/news 
News 
1 April 2021 - Myanmar 
Myanmar: 43 children killed by armed forces in just two months since the coup began 
 
1 April 2021 - Lebanon 
Point of No Return: many of Lebanon’s children risk never returning to school 

https://www.nrc.no/news/2021/march/statement-nrc-condemns-killings-of-civilians-in-myanmar/
http://www.pactworld.org/
https://www.pih.org/news
https://www.pih.org/article/why-equitable-global-covid-19-vaccine-distribution-essential
https://www.pih.org/article/envisioning-21st-century-public-health-department-pima-county
https://www.path.org/media-center/
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre
https://www.savethechildren.net/news
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/myanmar-43-children-killed-armed-forces-just-two-months-coup-began
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/myanmar-43-children-killed-armed-forces-just-two-months-coup-began
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/point-no-return-many-lebanon%E2%80%99s-children-risk-never-returning-school
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/point-no-return-many-lebanon%E2%80%99s-children-risk-never-returning-school


   

  

 
31 March 2021 - Iraq 
COVID-19 in Iraq: Hundreds of infants and children infected every day as new variant 
spreads 
 
30 March 2021 - Syria 
Pledging conference: Syrian children will be paying with their lives, education after 
funding shortfall 
 
30 March 2021 - Myanmar, Thailand 
Avoid pushing back refugees from Thailand to Myanmar, says Save the Children 
 
 
Tostan  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
http://www.tostan.org 
News/Events 
[STORY 2/30] Fatoumatta Jabbie 
Apr 2, 2021 
   Fatoumatta’s Tostan journey includes six years as a facilitator, sharing Tostan’s effective educational 
model  with partner communities and building her own public speaking skills and confidence. Unlike 
most of the program participants, Fatoumatta attended public... 
 
A Testimonial from a MicroGrant Beneficiary in Senegal 
Apr 1, 2021 
   Project “Strengthening post-COVID economic resilience in resource-poor communities in Senegal” 
Partnership between Tostan and MasterCard Foundation   "My name is DIENABA BALDE from Ndorna 
commune. I work as the Assistant to the Mayor of Ndorna, Souleymane... 
 
 
Women for Women International [to 3 Apr 2021]  
https://www.womenforwomen.org/blogs 
Blogs & Updates 
April 4, 2021  
Thinking Ahead: Women for Women International–DRC in 2021  
Article 
   After countless days of research and adaptation to evolving circumstances, the next year for the 
Women for Women International program in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) is shaping 
up to be a momentous one. Thanks to our staff in the DRC, the plans for the year include growing 
men’s engagement activities, strengthened land rights actions, and increased savings for women in the 
program and beyond. 
 
 
World Vision  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
http://wvi.org/ 
Newsroom  
Seven million people at risk of starvation across six countries in East Africa   
March 31st 2021  
 

https://www.savethechildren.net/news/covid-19-iraq-hundreds-infants-and-children-infected-every-day-new-variant-spreads
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/covid-19-iraq-hundreds-infants-and-children-infected-every-day-new-variant-spreads
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/covid-19-iraq-hundreds-infants-and-children-infected-every-day-new-variant-spreads
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/covid-19-iraq-hundreds-infants-and-children-infected-every-day-new-variant-spreads
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/pledging-conference-syrian-children-will-be-paying-their-lives-education-after-funding
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/pledging-conference-syrian-children-will-be-paying-their-lives-education-after-funding
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/pledging-conference-syrian-children-will-be-paying-their-lives-education-after-funding
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/pledging-conference-syrian-children-will-be-paying-their-lives-education-after-funding
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/avoid-pushing-back-refugees-thailand-myanmar-says-save-children
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/avoid-pushing-back-refugees-thailand-myanmar-says-save-children
http://www.tostan.org/latest-news
https://www.tostan.org/story-2-30-fatoumatta-jabbie/
https://www.tostan.org/a-testimonial-from-a-microgrant-beneficiary-in-senegal/
https://www.womenforwomen.org/blogs
https://www.womenforwomen.org/blogs/thinking-ahead-women-women-international-drc-2021
http://wvi.org/newsroom
https://www.wvi.org/newsroom/seven-million-people-risk-starvation-across-six-countries-east-africa
https://www.wvi.org/newsroom/seven-million-people-risk-starvation-across-six-countries-east-africa
https://www.wvi.org/newsroom/seven-million-people-risk-starvation-across-six-countries-east-africa
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https://www.wvi.org/newsroom/myanmar/world-vision-calls-immediate-end-violence-against-children-myanmar


   

  

World Vision calls for an immediate end to violence against children in Myanmar  
March 30th 2021  
  
:::::: 
 
Electronic Frontiers Foundation   [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://www.eff.org/updates?type=press_release 
Press Releases 
March 31, 2021  
Schools Can’t Punish Students for Off-Campus Speech, Including Social Media Posts, EFF 
Tells Supreme Court 
   Washington, D.C.—The Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF) urged the Supreme Court to rule that 
when students post on social media or speak out online while off campus, they are protected from 
punishment by school office ials under the First Amendment—an important free speech principle amid 
unprecedented, troubling ... 
 
  
Freedom House [to 3 Apr 2021]  
https://freedomhouse.org/ 
Latest Updates  
Hong Kong: Freedom House Condemns Convictions of Prodemocracy Figures, Worsening 
Crackdown  
Press release  
April 2, 2021 
 
Six Ways Beijing Impacted Global Media and Triggered Pushback Last Month  
Perspectives  
April 1, 2021 
 
Freedom House Awards Palmer Prize to Lithuanian Minister of Foreign Affairs Linas 
Linkevičius  
Press release  
April 1, 2021 
 
 
Human Rights Watch  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://www.hrw.org/ 
Featured Commentary, Announcements, Statements 
April 2, 2021  
US Rescinds ICC Sanctions  
US President Joe Biden’s cancellation of punitive sanctions targeting the International Criminal Court 
(ICC) removes a serious obstacle to the court’s providing justice to the victims of the world’s worst 
crimes. 
   
April 2, 2021  Dispatches  
Turkey Resumes its Crackdown on Student Protesters  
Aisling Reidy Senior Legal Advisor 
 

https://www.wvi.org/newsroom/myanmar/world-vision-calls-immediate-end-violence-against-children-myanmar
https://www.wvi.org/newsroom/myanmar/world-vision-calls-immediate-end-violence-against-children-myanmar
https://www.eff.org/updates?type=press_release
https://www.eff.org/press/releases/schools-cant-punish-students-campus-speech-including-social-media-posts-eff-tells
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https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2019/09/eff-third-circuit-campus-student-social-media-posts-should-be-entitled-full-first
https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2018/12/alameda-and-contra-costa-county-sheriffs-flew-drones-over-protests
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/education/unc-campus-police-used-geofencing-tech-monitor-antiracism-protestors-n1105746
https://freedomhouse.org/
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https://freedomhouse.org/article/six-ways-beijing-impacted-global-media-and-triggered-pushback-last-month
https://freedomhouse.org/article/freedom-house-awards-palmer-prize-lithuanian-minister-foreign-affairs-linas-linkevicius
https://freedomhouse.org/article/freedom-house-awards-palmer-prize-lithuanian-minister-foreign-affairs-linas-linkevicius
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Crisis and Conflict   April 2, 2021 
News Release  
Myanmar: Hundreds Forcibly Disappeared  
 
Women's Rights  April 1, 2021 
News Release  
Afghanistan: Taliban Target Journalists, Women in Media  
 
 
Transparency International  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases 
Press 
Daniel Eriksson appointed as Transparency International Secretariat’s Chief Executive 
Officer 
   The Board of Directors of Transparency International is pleased to announce the appointment, 
effective 1 April, of Daniel Eriksson as Chief Executive Officer. Daniel has been the Interim Managing…  
31 March 2021  
 
IMF: Scant transparency for COVID-19 emergency loans 
Anti-corruption measures a step forward, but weak implementation 
   The International Monetary Fund (IMF), despite overall progress in its anti-corruption efforts, has not 
ensured sufficient oversight of its COVID-19 emergency loans, Human Rights Watch and…  
30 March 2021  
 
:::::  
 
ChildFund Alliance  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://childfundalliance.org/ 
News/ Statements 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
CONCORD  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
http://concordeurope.org/  
Latest News and Events 
Rethinking the world: it’s going to take more than “new lenses” 
Mar 31, 2021 | Director's Blog 
   Our Director reflects on how we need more than using “new lenses” to address the deeply rooted 
problems in our food system. Only by putting in place profoundly new ways of working and thinking 
will we be able to ensure far greater well-being and freedom within our systems. 
 
 
The Elders  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://theelders.org/news-insight 
Selected Press Releases and Major Announcements 
News 
Pandemic preparedness and vaccine equity are key to global health security  
1 April 2021  

https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/04/02/myanmar-hundreds-forcibly-disappeared
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/04/01/afghanistan-taliban-target-journalists-women-media
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases
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https://www.transparency.org/en/press/daniel-eriksson-appointed-transparency-international-secretariat-chief-executive-officer
https://www.transparency.org/en/press/imf-covid-19-emergency-loans-corruption-scant-transparency
https://childfundalliance.org/
http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/
https://concordeurope.org/2021/03/31/rethinking-the-world-more-than-new-lenses-food-system/
https://theelders.org/news-insight
https://theelders.org/news/pandemic-preparedness-and-vaccine-equity-are-key-global-health-security


   

  

   During a pandemic, it's in every country's interest to cooperate. Gro Harlem Brundtland reflects on 
the COVID-19 crisis and how we can mitigate the impact of the current pandemic as well 
as prevent future health emergencies. 
 
Opinion 
Climate and Development Ministerial: time for climate action  
31 March 2021  
   Today, as the UK brings countries together for a global Climate and Development Ministerial, Graça 
Machel calls for a concerted international effort to increase climate financing and advance climate 
justice. 
 
 
Evidence Aid   [to 3 Apr 2021] 
Evidence Aid aims to save lives and livelihoods in disasters by providing decision-makers with the best 
available evidence and by championing its use. 
http://www.evidenceaid.org/ 
New Resources   
Environmental measures to prevent transmission of infectious diseases (multiple 
reviews)Added April 1, 2021 
 
Immunotherapy and immunosuppression in COVID-19 patients (multiple reviews)Added 
April 1, 2021 
 
Multisystem inflammatory syndrome (MSIS) in children with COVID-19 (multiple 
reviews)Added March 31, 2021 
 
Oral hygiene care for critically ill patients on mechanical ventilationAdded March 31, 2021 
 
Use of healthcare service during the COVID-19 pandemic fell by about a third (search up to 
10 August 2020)Added March 31, 2021 
 
Effects of neonatal nutrition interventions on neonatal mortality and child health and 
development outcomesAdded March 29, 2021 
 
 
Gavi [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://www.gavi.org/ 
News Releases 
31 March 2021 
Gavi and Save the Children form global partnership to immunise zero-dose and vulnerable 
children 
:: The partnership will focus on reaching children who are currently receiving no routine vaccines and 
marginalised communities in line with Gavi’s vision to ‘leave no-one behind with immunisation’ 
:: In addition, the partnership will support equitable access to COVID-19 vaccines by engaging with 
community champions on joint activities 
:: Anuradha Gupta: “A disproportionate number of children who are not receiving vaccines come from 
hard-to-reach areas including fragile and conflict settings which is why we’re delighted to partner with 
Save the Children whose worldwide network and deep expertise will enable us to reach them” 

https://theelders.org/news/climate-and-development-ministerial-time-climate-action
http://www.evidenceaid.org/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/environmental-measures-to-prevent-transmission-of-infectious-diseases-multiple-reviews/
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29 March 2021 
United States to host launch event for Gavi COVAX AMC 2021 investment opportunity 
:: The virtual event will bring together world leaders, the private sector, civil society, and key technical 
partners to galvanize resources and commitment to the Gavi COVAX Advance Market Commitment 
(AMC) 
:: The event, featuring the Secretary of State and the USAID Administrator on behalf of the United 
States government, and Gavi Board Chair José Manuel Barroso, will take place on April 15 
:: The Gavi COVAX AMC is a financing mechanism that supports access to COVID-19 vaccines for 92 
lower-income economies 
 
 
Getty Conservation Institute   [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://www.getty.edu/research/ 
Latest News   
Article 
Honoring Ada Louise Huxtable 
Getty to name the Ada Louise Huxtable Lecture Hall after the legendary critic 
Mar 31, 2021  
 
 
Global Fund  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/ 
News & Stories 
News  
The Global Fund’s Sixth Partnership Forums Generate Recommendations for the Next 
Global Fund Strategy  
01 April 2021 
   The Sixth Partnership Forums ended on 15 March, having convened approximately 350 
representatives from across the Global Fund partnership in a series of engaging, inclusive and 
energetic discussions to contribute to the development of the next Global Fund Strategy… 
 
 
Hilton Prize Coalition [to 3 Apr 2021] 
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/ 
Website not responding at inquiry…a continuing condition. 
 
 
ICVA - International Council of Voluntary Agencies   [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://icvanetwork.org/ 
Latest resources, events, content 
GLOBAL HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE PLAN COVID-19  
March, 2020 
United Nations (UN) 
 
COVID-19 NGOs critical to the delivery of principled and effective humanitarian assistance  
March, 2020 
International Council of Voluntary Agencies (ICVA) 

https://www.gavi.org/news/media-room/united-states-host-launch-event-gavi-covax-amc-2021-investment-opportunity
https://www.gavi.org/gavi-covax-amc#documents
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Humanitarian Networks and Partnerships Weeks (HNPW) 2021  
April 19, 2021 (All day) to May 9, 2021 (All day) 
Online 
 
 
InterAction  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
http://www.interaction.org/ 
Latest Updates 
Global & Public Policy Positions  
2021 G7 Summit Recommendations 
Ben Bestor  |  Mar 31, 2021  
 
Prevention of Sexual Exploitation, Abuse, and Harassment  
InterAction’s CEO PSEAH Pledge—Three Year Update 
Kirsten Mullin  |  Mar 30, 2021  
 
Crises & Countries in Conflict  
How to Turbocharge the Peace Process in Afghanistan 
Mark Ward  |  Mar 30, 2021  
 
Global & Public Policy Positions  
Celebrating Women’s Impact on Development and Humanitarian Aid 
Skylar Hall  |  Mar 29, 2021  
 
:::::: 
 
3ie  International Initiative for Impact Evaluation [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://www.3ieimpact.org/ 
Publications/Events/Blogs 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CHS Alliance  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
http://chsalliance.org/ 
Our Impact 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Development Initiatives   [to 3 Apr 2021] 
http://devinit.org/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
::::::  
 
Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action 
(ALNAP)     [to 3 Apr 2021] 

https://www.icvanetwork.org/node/8794
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https://www.interaction.org/blog/celebrating-womens-impact-on-development-and-humanitarian-aid/
https://www.3ieimpact.org/
http://chsalliance.org/
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http://www.alnap.org/ 
News/Blog/Events  
Cashing in: Turning challenges into opportunities when evaluating humanitarian cash 
assistance 
Dillon, N., McCormack, R. and Sundberg, A. with Hafiz, S., Harvey, P. and Smith, G. 
01 Apr 2021 :: 50 pages 
PDF: https://www.alnap.org/system/files/content/resource/files/main/alnap-cashing-in-evaluation-
paper.pdf 
   The use of cash transfers in humanitarian action has implications for evaluative activity. On the one 
hand, the utility of some evaluations has been strengthened by the increased attention that has been 
paid to evaluating cash transfers, the agreement of common outcome indicators and the creation of 
value-for-money methodologies. On the other hand, the programming approaches that are increasingly 
common to cash assistance – such as multipurpose and unconditional transfers, linkages with social 
protection systems and the digitalisation of transfers in partnership with financial service providers – 
present particular challenges for understanding humanitarian outcomes, delineating response scope, 
analysing different operational models and analysing new data sources. 
   This discussion paper explores the challenges faced when evaluating cash assistance based on 
research activities by ALNAP along with substantive inputs from CaLP drawing on their wider research, 
such as the State of the World's Cash 2020 Report.  
 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre 
LATEST PRESS RELEASES 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
EHLRA/R2HC/HIF   [to 3 Apr 2021] 
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Geneva Centre of Humanitarian Studies [nee CERAH] – [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://humanitarianstudies.ch/ 
News/Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Groupe URD   [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://www.urd.org/en/ 
Publications, Events, News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Humanitarian Studies Association  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://ihsa.info/  

Weekly humanitarian blog posts selection 

http://www.alnap.org/
https://www.alnap.org/help-library/cashing-in-turning-challenges-into-opportunities-when-evaluating-humanitarian-cash
https://www.alnap.org/help-library/cashing-in-turning-challenges-into-opportunities-when-evaluating-humanitarian-cash
https://www.alnap.org/system/files/content/resource/files/main/alnap-cashing-in-evaluation-paper.pdf
https://www.alnap.org/system/files/content/resource/files/main/alnap-cashing-in-evaluation-paper.pdf
https://www.alnap.org/help-library/the-state-of-the-world%E2%80%99s-cash-2020
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/
https://humanitarianstudies.ch/
https://www.urd.org/en/
https://ihsa.info/


   

  

No new digest content identified. 
 
 
INEE – an international network for education in emergencies   [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://inee.org/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP)  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://phap.org/ 
Association news, events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Sphere  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://spherestandards.org/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Start Network [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs 
News and Blog  
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
Brookings 
http://www.brookings.edu/ 
Accessed 3 Apr 2021 
Terrorism & Extremism  
Identifying and exploiting the weaknesses of the white supremacist movement 
Daniel L. Byman and Mark Pitcavage 
April 2021  
 
Climate Change  
Global economic impacts of climate shocks, climate policy, and changes in climate risk 
assessment 
Roshen Fernando, Weifeng Liu, and Warwick J. McKibbin 
Wednesday, March 31, 2021  
 
Health Care Reform  
Medicare advanced imaging payment: Dysfunctional policy making 
Bruce Steinwald, Paul B. Ginsburg, Caitlin Brandt, and Sobin Lee 
Wednesday, March 31, 2021  
 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Families, Communities, and Education  

https://inee.org/
https://phap.org/
https://spherestandards.org/news/
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs
http://www.brookings.edu/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/identifying-and-exploiting-the-weaknesses-of-the-white-supremacist-movement/
https://www.brookings.edu/experts/daniel-l-byman/
https://www.brookings.edu/author/mark-pitcavage/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/global-economic-impacts-of-climate-shocks-climate-policy-and-changes-in-climate-risk-assessment/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/global-economic-impacts-of-climate-shocks-climate-policy-and-changes-in-climate-risk-assessment/
https://www.brookings.edu/author/roshen-fernando/
https://www.brookings.edu/author/weifeng-liu/
https://www.brookings.edu/experts/warwick-j-mckibbin/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/medicare-advanced-imaging-payment-dysfunctional-policy-making/
https://www.brookings.edu/author/bruce-steinwald/
https://www.brookings.edu/experts/paul-ginsburg/
https://www.brookings.edu/author/caitlin-brandt/
https://www.brookings.edu/author/sobin-lee/


   

  

Ten economic facts on how mothers spend their time 
Lauren Bauer, Eliana Buckner, Sara Estep, Emily Moss, and Morgan Welch 
Tuesday, March 30, 2021  
 
Report  
What’s the Fed doing in response to the COVID-19 crisis? What more could it do? 
Jeffrey Cheng, Tyler Powell, Dave Skidmore, and David Wessel 
Tuesday, March 30, 2021  
 
 
Center for Global Development    [to 3 Apr 2021] 
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center 
Publication 
April 1, 2021 
IDA-20: Donors Must Go Big, and IDA Must Too 
The time is now for a historic IDA replenishment. The world’s poorest countries’ recovery from the 
COVID-19 economic downturn will largely hinge on the scale of the emergency relief and investment 
programs over the next few years. 
Clemence Landers  
 
March 31, 2021 
How China Lends: A Rare Look into 100 Debt Contracts with Foreign Governments 
China is the world’s largest official creditor, but we lack basic facts about the terms and conditions of 
its lending. Very few contracts between Chinese lenders and their government borrowers have ever 
been published or studied. This paper is the first systematic analysis of the legal terms of China’s 
foreign lending. We collect and analyze 100 contracts between Chinese state-owned entities and 
government borrowers in 24 developing countries in Africa, Asia, Eastern Europe, Latin America, and 
Oceania, and compare them with those of other bilateral, multilateral, and commercial creditors. 
Anna Gelpern , Sebastian Horn , Scott Morris , Brad Parks and Christoph Trebesch  
 
March 30, 2021 
Health Systems Impact of COVID-19 in the Philippines 
This paper presents a preliminary review on the collateral health systems impact of COVID-19 in the 
Philippines through review of academic and grey literature, supplemented by a qualitative survey. 
Diana Beatriz S. Bayani and Soon Guan Tan  
 
March 30, 2021 
Assessing the Indirect Health Effects of the COVID-19 Pandemic in Kenya 
This paper presents an analysis of the indirect health effects of the COVID-19 pandemic in Kenya. We 
employed a mixed-methods approach, combining the analysis of secondary quantitative data obtained 
from the Kenya Health Information System database (from January 2019 to November 2020) and a 
qualitative inquiry involving key informant interviews and document reviews 
Edwine Barasa , Jacob Kazungu , Stacey Organi , Evelyn Kabia , Morris Ogero and Kadondi Kasera  
 
March 30, 2021 
Direct and Indirect Health Effects of Lockdown in South Africa 
This paper investigates both the potential impact of national lockdown measures on COVID-19 
transmission, and other health and non-health indicators in South Africa, based on available data. We 

https://www.brookings.edu/research/ten-economic-facts-on-how-mothers-spend-their-time/
https://www.brookings.edu/experts/lauren-bauer/
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https://www.brookings.edu/research/fed-response-to-covid19/
https://www.brookings.edu/author/jeffrey-cheng/
https://www.brookings.edu/author/tyler-powell/
https://www.brookings.edu/author/david-skidmore/
https://www.brookings.edu/experts/david-wessel/
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/ida-20-donors-must-go-big-and-ida-must-too
https://www.cgdev.org/expert/clemence-landers
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/how-china-lends-rare-look-into-100-debt-contracts-foreign-governments
https://www.law.georgetown.edu/faculty/anna-gelpern/
https://sites.google.com/view/sebastianhorn
https://www.cgdev.org/expert/scott-morris
https://www.cgdev.org/expert/brad-parks
https://www.ifw-kiel.de/experts/ifw/christoph-trebesch/
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/health-systems-impact-covid-19-philippines
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/assessing-indirect-health-effects-covid-19-pandemic-kenya
https://kemri-wellcome.org/author/ebarasa/
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/direct-and-indirect-health-effects-lockdown-south-africa


   

  

present findings relating to both “costs” and “benefits” in health terms of the national lockdown side by 
side 
Benjamin Smart , Herkulaas Combrink , Alex Broadbent and Piet Streicher  
 
March 30, 2021 
Effects of the COVID-19 Pandemic on Health Services and Mitigation Measures in Uganda 
On 21st March 2020, Uganda reported its first COVID-19 case. The government responded by 
instituting a lockdown and other measures. We assess the effects of the COVID-19 containment 
measures on health services to better inform the next preventive measures. We use a case study 
approach that involved document reviews and secondary analysis of data on attendance of key health 
services and mortality for the years 2019 and 2020. 
Nazarius Tumwesigye , Okethwangu Denis , Mary Kaakyo and Claire Biribawa  
 
March 29, 2021 
Principles for Paris-Alignment and Climate Finance in Development 
As ministers and officials meet in the coming year, they will make new financing commitments on 
climate and promise to ensure all of their activities are “Paris-compatible”—against the backdrop of a 
global pandemic. Any new commitments on climate finance will need to balance existing development 
challenges with the pressing need to tackle climate-related risks. This note outlines a set of principles 
to guide climate-related commitments so that they do more for both climate and development. 
Ian Mitchell , Atousa Tahmasebi and Charles Kenny  
 
 
CSIS  
https://www.csis.org/ 
Accessed 3 Apr 2021 
Selected Report/Events 
Upcoming Event 
Trusting a Covid-19 Vaccine: What’s Next? 
April 9, 2021  
 
Report 
Space Threat Assessment 2021 
March 31, 2021 | Todd Harrison, Kaitlyn Johnson, Joe Moye, Makena Young Space Threat Assessment 
2021 is an unclassified assessment that aggregates and highlights recent open-source information on 
counterspace capabilities for policymakers and the general public.  
 
Report 
The United States Has an Opportunity to Lead in Digital Development 
March 30, 2021 | Daniel F. Runde, Romina Bandura, Sundar R. Ramanujam As the developing world 
seeks to overcome socioeconomic inequities worsened during Covid-19, CSIS presents its first in a 
series of analyses on how the United States can show interagency leadership in establishing digital 
infrastructure and help countries spur development.  
 
Report 
U.S. Climate Leadership at the G20: A Strategy for Investment, Debt Relief, and Industrial 
Policy 

https://www.uj.ac.za/contact/Pages/Dr-Ben-Smart.aspx
https://www.linkedin.com/in/herkulaas-michael-combrink-9987a784/?originalSubdomain=za
https://www.uj.ac.za/contact/Pages/Prof-Alex-Broadbent.aspx
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/effects-covid-19-pandemic-health-services-and-mitigation-measures-uganda-descriptive
https://sph.mak.ac.ug/index.php/about-us/personnel/dr-nazarius-m-tumwesigye
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/principles-paris-alignment-and-climate-finance-development
http://www.cgdev.org/expert/ian-mitchell
https://www.cgdev.org/expert/atousa-tahmasebi
http://www.cgdev.org/expert/charles-kenny
https://www.csis.org/
https://www.csis.org/events/trusting-covid-19-vaccine-whats-next
https://www.csis.org/analysis/space-threat-assessment-2021
https://www.csis.org/people/todd-harrison
https://www.csis.org/people/kaitlyn-johnson
https://www.csis.org/people/joe-moye
https://www.csis.org/people/makena-young
https://www.csis.org/analysis/united-states-has-opportunity-lead-digital-development
https://www.csis.org/people/daniel-f-runde
https://www.csis.org/people/romina-bandura
https://www.csis.org/people/sundar-r-ramanujam
https://www.csis.org/analysis/us-climate-leadership-g20-strategy-investment-debt-relief-and-industrial-policy
https://www.csis.org/analysis/us-climate-leadership-g20-strategy-investment-debt-relief-and-industrial-policy


   

  

March 30, 2021 | Lachlan Carey, Sarah Ladislaw, Nikos Tsafos The Biden administration wants to 
catalyze more ambitious action on climate change. To do so, it should take the lead on three G20 
initiatives to mobilize green investment, enable green debt relief, and promote green industrial policy.  
 
Report 
Global Networks 2030: Developing Economies and Emerging Technologies 
March 29, 2021 | Jonathan E. Hillman U.S.-China technology competition is set to intensify as 
developing countries decide which communications systems to adopt. This report identifies key 
economic trends, emerging technologies, and strategic options for defending global networks through 
2030.  
 
 
Rand  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://www.rand.org/pubs.html 
Selected Research Reports, Featured Journal Articles 
Report 
Violent Extremism in America: Interviews with Former Extremists and Their Families on 
Radicalization and Deradicalization 
   Terrorism and ideologically inspired violence are persistent and serious threats to U.S. national 
security. This report uses interviews to explore why and how 32 individuals joined extremist 
organizations and how some of them exited these groups. 
Apr 1, 2021 
Ryan Andrew Brown, Todd C. Helmus, Rajeev Ramchand, Alina I. Palimaru, Sarah Weilant, Ashley L. 
Rhoades, Liisa Hiatt 
 
Report 
Violent Extremism in America: Interviews with Former Extremists and Their Families on 
Radicalization and Deradicalization 
   Terrorism and ideologically inspired violence are persistent and serious threats to U.S. national 
security. This report uses interviews to explore why and how 32 individuals joined extremist 
organizations and how some of them exited these groups. 
Apr 1, 2021 
Ryan Andrew Brown, Todd C. Helmus, Rajeev Ramchand, Alina I. Palimaru, Sarah Weilant, Ashley L. 
Rhoades, Liisa Hiatt 
 
 
RoRI [Research on Research Institute]  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
http://researchonresearch.org/ 
We're an open and independent new initiative providing data, analysis and intelligence on how to make 
research systems more strategic, open, diverse and inclusive. 
RoRI News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Alan Turing Institute 
https://www.turing.ac.uk/news 
News, Research, Events 
No new digest content identified. 

https://www.csis.org/people/lachlan-carey
https://www.csis.org/people/sarah-ladislaw
https://www.csis.org/people/nikos-tsafos
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https://www.csis.org/people/jonathan-e-hillman
https://www.rand.org/pubs.html
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RRA1071-1.html
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RRA1071-1.html
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RRA1071-1.html
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RRA1071-1.html
http://researchonresearch.org/
https://www.turing.ac.uk/news


   

  

 
 
Unitaid  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://unitaid.org/ 
Featured News 
31 March 2021 
Unitaid statement regarding Ivermectin as a potential COVID-19 treatment 
   Geneva – Ivermectin, as well as other repurposed and new products, has been under evaluation in 
clinical trials as a potential treatment for COVID-19. 
   After updating the independent living network meta-analysis, the WHO Guidelines Development 
Group has updated the WHO Living Guidelines: Therapeutics and COVID-19 (today March 31).  In this 
updated version, WHO recommends not to use ivermectin in patients with COVID-19 except in the 
context of clinical trials based on very low certainty of evidence. 
   Unitaid, in collaboration with the University of Liverpool, has tracked the evidence available for 
ivermectin from randomised clinical studies from around the world, with various studies still to be 
completed. 
   In addition, to support the acquisition of the necessary remaining evidence as soon as possible, the 
ANTICOV consortium – coordinated by DNDi and partly funded by Unitaid – is preparing to add 
ivermectin in a combination therapy, as a new treatment arm to the clinical trial. This large platform 
trial aims to identify treatments that can be used to treat mild and moderate cases of COVID-19, 
preventing them from progressing to severe COVID-19, and is being conducted in 13 countries in 
Africa, nine of which are funded by Unitaid.” 
 
 
Urban Institute   [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://www.urban.org/publications 
Publications 
Paid Family Leave: Challenges and Experiences of Family Caregivers of Older Adults  
This report focuses on caregivers’ experiences in the first two states to pass paid family leave (PFL) in 
the US—California and New Jersey. With growing interest in PFL at both the state and federal levels, 
these two pioneering states provide important lessons for how this policy can address the multiple 
challenges working caregivers have in managing both roles and barriers to benefit take-up.  
H. Elizabeth Peters, Amelia Coffey, John Marotta, Alexander Carther 
April 2, 2021  
Research Report 
  
Integrating Financial Capability into Employment Services  
Introduction Employment and training (E&T) contexts provide opportunities to deliver financial 
capability interventions to adults with low incomes, but there is little evidence on the effectiveness of 
this channel. To address this gap in knowledge, OPRE launched the “Integrating Financial Capability 
and Employment Services” project, which will study the extent of financial capability  
Mark Treskon, William J. Congdon, Kassandra Martinchek, Alexander Carther 
April 2, 2021  
Research Report 
  
Serving Youth Remotely: Strategies for Practitioners  
The COVID-19 pandemic has posed unprecedented challenges for young people and staff at youth-
serving organizations that provide education and training, employment, and mental health services. 

https://unitaid.org/
https://unitaid.org/news-blog/unitaid-statement-regarding-ivermectin-as-a-potential-covid19-treatment/
https://www.urban.org/publications
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/paid-family-leave-challenges-and-experiences-family-caregivers-older-adults
https://www.urban.org/author/h-elizabeth-peters
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https://www.urban.org/research/publication/serving-youth-remotely-strategies-practitioners


   

  

Challenges are more pronounced for youth who may lack access to digital devices and conducive 
learning environments or who must balance program participation, work, and family responsibilities. 
This resource guide for  
Amanda Briggs, Shayne Spaulding, Natalie Spievack, Ayesha Islam, Theresa Anderson 
March 31, 2021  
Research Report 
  
How Additional Cash Payments Would Reduce Poverty  
Four major policies in the American Rescue Plan (ARP) will reduce the number of people in poverty in 
2021 from 44 million to 28 million – shrinking the overall poverty rate from 13.7 percent to 8.7 percent. 
Additional $1,400 payments could further reduce poverty to between 6.4 and 6.6 percent, depending 
on whether all people in the US are included or whether payments are limited to citizens. Two 
additional $1,  
Elaine Maag, Kevin Werner 
March 30, 2021  
Brief 
  
What to Know before You EEO  
Registered Apprenticeship program sponsors must comply with US Department of Labor (DOL) 
regulations on Equal Employment Opportunity. The rules set expectations for sponsors related to 
apprentices’ recruitment and training. Although the EEO rules may appear complicated, they are similar 
or identical to many employers’ existing practices, policies, and legal requirements and help ensure 
programs access and retain  
Matthew Eldridge, Zach Boren, Bhavani Arabandi 
March 30, 2021  
Fact Sheet 
  
Overcoming the Nation's Daunting Housing Supply Shortage  
In this brief, the authors discuss the causes, scale and implications of the shortfall in housing supply. 
They argue that while it is a complex issue to address, doing so would improve housing affordability, 
leading to greater household savings, improved access to homeownership and more economic mobility.  
Jim Parrott, Mark M. Zandi 
March 30, 2021  
Brief 
  
Black Patients Are More Likely Than White Patients to Be in Hospitals with Worse Patient 
Safety Conditions  
Identifying and reducing racial disparities in the quality of health care is a necessary (if insufficient) 
step toward reversing the effects of systemic racism on racial health inequities in America. This study 
investigates differences in Black and white patient safety measures using complete hospital discharge 
records from 26 states in 2017 and further examines whether some of these differences in patient  
Anuj Gangopadhyaya 
March 29, 2021  
Brief 
  
State Tax and Economic Review, 2020 Quarter 3  
States reported robust revenue growth in the third quarter of 2020, a reversal of steep declines in the 
second quarter that mostly reflects shifting income tax filing deadlines. Over a six-month period (April 
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through September 2020), state revenues declined 2.0 percent compared to the same period one year 
earlier. States continue to face fiscal uncertainties because of the pandemic and its economic 
consequences  
Lucy Dadayan 
March 29, 2021  
Research Report 
  
Community Equity Endowments  
Stark disparities in wealth holding exist in the United States, created by long-standing public- and 
private-sector actions such as discrimination in hiring, redlining, Jim Crow laws, and race-restricted 
covenants that systematically denied communities of color access to income and wealth-building means 
and tools. Addressing these disparities will take solutions both large and small. An earlier brief in this  
Brett Theodos, Leiha Edmonds, Dan Tangherlini 
March 29, 2021  
Brief 
  
 
The Wistar Institute   [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://www.wistar.org/news/press-releases 
Press Releases 
Apr. 1, 2021  
Wistar Scientists Discover New Mechanism Through Which Senescent Cells Turn On Genes 
That Encode for Secreted Tumor-regulating Factors  
New insights into expression of the senescence-associated secretory phenotype. 
 
 
World Economic Forum    [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/ 
Media 
Pandemic Pushes Back Gender Parity by a Generation, Report Finds  
News 31 Mar 2021  
   Another generation of women must wait for gender parity as an extra 36 years are added to the time 
remaining to close the gender gap  
[See Week in Review above for detail] 

 
 
*                      *                       *                        * 
 
 

:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will primarily monitor press/media releases announcing key initiatives and new research from a 
growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, humanitarian 
response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended to be exhaustive, but 
indicative.  
 
 

Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-pr ess/ 
News  
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No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
Press Releases and Statements  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Blue Meridian Partners [to 3 Apr 2021] 
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/ 
Blue Meridian Partners is a new capital aggregation collaboration that plans to invest at least $1 billion 
in high-performance nonprofits that are poised to have truly national impact for economically 
disadvantaged children and youth.  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Annie E. Casey Foundation   [to 3 Apr 2021] 
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/ 
Newsroom 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clinton Foundation  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements 
Press Releases & Statements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Co Impact   [to 3 Apr 2021] 
www.co-impact.io 
Co-Impact is a global philanthropic collaborative for systems change focused on improving the lives of 
millions of people around the world. 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Ford Foundation  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://www.fordfoundation.org/press-room/ 
The Latest 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
 
J. Paul Getty Trust  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
http://news.getty.edu/ 
Latest News 
March 30, 2021 
Getty Museum Acquires Recently Rediscovered Painting by Artemisia Gentileschi  
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   Los Angeles – The J. Paul Getty Museum today announced the acquisition of a major work by 
Artemisia Gentileschi (1593-c.1654), the most celebrated woman painter of 17th-century Italy. 
Recently rediscovered after having been in private collections for centuries, the painting represents the 
artist at the height of her expressive powers, and demonstrates her ambition for depicting historical 
subjects, something that was virtually unprecedented for a female artist in her day… 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press 
GHIT was set up in 212 with the aim of developing new tools to tackle infectious diseases that  
March 31, 2021  
GHIT Fund Announces New Investments: A Total of 2.3 Billion Yen in Drugs for Malaria, 
Tuberculosis, Chagas Disease and Visceral Leishmaniasis, Vaccine for Malaria and 
Diagnostics for Tuberculosis 
   … As of March 31, GHIT’s portfolio includes 57 ongoing projects, including 30 in discovery stages, 20 
in preclinical and seven in clinical trials (Appendix 3). The total amount of investments since 2013 is 
25.1 billion yen (US$236 million). 
 
 

Grameen Foundation    [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://grameenfoundation.org/stories/press-releases 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/  
Latest  
Data Equity: Six steps beyond data disaggregation   
By Sarah Lucas  
April 1, 2021  
 
Building a community to counter influence operations: Four questions for Alicia Wanless   
By Kelly Born  
March 29, 2021  
 
 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IKEA Foundation    [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/ 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
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HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news  
Press Room     
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Kaiser Family Foundation  
https://www.kff.org/search/?post_type=press-release 
Accessed 3 Apr 2021 
March 30, 2021 News Release  
Vaccine Monitor: 6 in 10 Adults Have Either Gotten a COVID-19 Vaccine or Want To “as 
Soon as Possible;” “Wait and See” Group Continues To Shrink 
Among Those Who Have Not Been Vaccinated, 3 in 10 Are Unsure if They are Eligible Yet; Hispanic 
Adults and People with Low Incomes More Likely to Be Unsure The latest KFF COVID-19 Vaccine 
Monitor report finds enthusiasm for getting a COVID-19 vaccine continuing to grow, with roughly 6 in… 
 
March 29, 2021 News Release  
New Analysis Indicates U.S. County Vaccination Rates Do Not Correspond to COVID-19 
Impact Thus Far 
An analysis of Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) COVID-19 vaccination data from 72% 
of all counties in the U.S. shows that counties classified as having “low” COVID-19 community 
transmission (cases and positive tests) levels have an average vaccination rate greater than the rate in 
counties with “high” community… 
 
 
Kellogg Foundation  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media 
Selected Announcements  
Making progress to deliver high quality, equitable education to all students 
New site features data and stories about the Battle Creek Public School district’s transformation  
March 31, 2021 
 
 
Aga Khan Foundation   [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
MacArthur Foundation  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
http://www.macfound.org/ 
News, Events, What We’re Learning 
Promise of This Moment 
Annual Report Essay by John Palfrey, President 
March 23, 2021 
  
Policies to Scale Carbon Capture 
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March 29, 2021 
Grantee Research 
   The Carbon Capture Coalition’s Federal Policy Blueprint presents strategies that could help achieve 
net-zero emissions by 2050 by deploying carbon capture projects across the economy. The Blueprint 
emphasizes the need for legislation to help scale implementation and cites additional benefits to the 
economy and community health outcomes. The Carbon Capture Coalition, co-directed by grantee Great 
Plains Institute, points to the opportunity for the U.S. to lead in this industry as it works to address 
climate change risks with immediate and actionable recommendations. 
 
 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation   [to 3 Apr 2021] 

https://mellon.org/ 
Mellon News, Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://www.moore.org/news 
News 
Perspective: Indigenous land stewardship holds solutions for the future of the Amazon 
Marion Adeney and Paulina Arroyo  
March 31, 2021  
   …Although Indigenous peoples[1] have distinctive values, languages, cultures, and governance 
structures that should not be generalized, several decades of Western scientific research has 
corroborated that overall, and compared to areas not subject to traditional governance, Indigenous 
peoples effectively steward large tracts of intact forests, freshwater ecosystems, and associated 
biodiversity. For example, in a world acutely concerned with climate change, Walker et al. 2020 found 
that while indigenous lands hold approximately one third of the Amazon’s above-ground carbon, they 
suffered only a 0.1% net carbon loss from 2003-2016 – the smallest net loss of any land-use category. 
Recent analyses by the Wildlife Conservation Society show that indigenous lands in the Amazon shelter 
up to 49% of vertebrate species in South America… 
 
 
Open Society Foundations  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/newsroom 
Newsroom    
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
http://www.packard.org/news/ 
News  
Perspectives 
A big win in the fight against illegal seafood – Lessons from the coalition that made it 
happen 
By Sarah Hogan, Eri Oki 
March 29, 2021  
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   Illegal, unregulated and unreported (IUU) fishing is a global problem that removes 32 million tons of 
seafood from the ocean each year – as much as one-quarter of the seafood eaten worldwide. It 
contributes to overfishing and threatens the livelihoods and food security of coastal fishing 
communities. And technology used to track illegal fishing has identified cases of forced labor linked to 
these vessels. Eliminating IUU fishing requires global, coordinated solutions. If only one country bans 
the trade of illegal seafood, that product can easily be diverted to countries where no such laws exist.   
   In December, Japan passed a new law requiring domestically caught wild seafood to have 
catch documentation and imported wild seafood to have a certificate of legal catch from a foreign 
government. This win was the result of a five-year campaign by a group of international and 
Japanese conservation organizations called the Anti-IUU Forum Japan. “This new framework will 
eliminate IUU fishing risks from the Japanese seafood market and allow operators doing the right 
things to be justly recognized,” said Wakao Hanaoka, CEO of Forum member Seafood Legacy… 
 
 
Pew Charitable Trusts  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room 
Press Releases, Statements, Events 
Event 
April 16, 2021 
Science Matters: A Virtual Event With Top Health, Science, and Policy Experts 
 
Press Releases & Statements 
April 1, 2021 
Pew Applauds Updates to Federal Flood Insurance Program 
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/ 
Reports/Press Releases 
Africa CDC, African Union, WHO, The Rockefeller Foundation, Join the ‘One by One: Target 
Covid-19 Campaign’ to Launch ‘AfricaCovidChampions’ 
   Addis Ababa (Ethiopia), Brazzaville (Republic of Congo), Kinshasa (Democratic Republic of Congo), 
Lusaka (Zambia), New York, NY (USA) – 30th March 2021— In order to combat the spread of 
misinformation and to mitigate the deadly spread of COVID-19, the One by One: Target Covid-19 
Campaign, alongside the Africa Centres for Disease Control and Prevention, World Health Organization, 
Regional Office for Africa, the African Union, and The Rockefeller Foundation today launched 
‘AfricaCovidChampions.’ 
   AfricaCovidChampions is a new initiative that includes some of the most prominent African 
celebrities, media personalities, journalists, and influencers from the sports, entertainment, business, 
cultural and faith communities. The prominent figures include Heritier Wanabe (Musician), Simon 
Mwewa Lane (TV Show Host), Joseph Kusaga (Media Owner), Jeff Koinange (Journalist/Talk Show 
Host), and Gift Ali (Ugandan Football player / Sports Personality). These influencers have committed to 
serving as powerful public health advocates and will help reach people with the essential information 
needed to fight the Covid-19 pandemic… 
 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom.html 
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Latest News and Highlights 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Science Philanthropy Alliance   [to 3 Apr 2021] 
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/ 
“…a group of organizations working together to increase philanthropic support for basic scientific 
research on a global basis…” 
March 29, 2021 
Introducing the COVID-19 Basic Science Prequels  
   Decades before the COVID-19 pandemic, basic science researchers were laying the groundwork for 
lifesaving breakthroughs now central to the world’s pandemic response. With support from the Kavli 
Foundation and the Simons Foundation, the Science Philanthropy Alliance enlisted a team of writers to 
explore these science origin stories in a new series: The COVID-19 Basic Science Prequels. Each 
month, the series will unpack the people, history, and serendipitous discovery behind topics that now 
dominate our daily lives—from masks and vaccines to PCR and omics… 
 
 
SDGFunders  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
http://sdgfunders.org/ 
SDG Philanthropy Platform is a collaboration between philanthropy and the greater international 
development community led by Foundation Center, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
and Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, and supported by the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, Ford 
Foundation and the MasterCard Foundation, the Brach Family Foundation, and other key organizations 
such as Asociación de Fundaciones Empresariales (AFE) in Colombia, Brach Family Charitable 
Foundation, CAF America, Council on Foundations, East Africa Association of Grantmakers (EAAG), 
European Foundation Centre, Filantropi Indonesia (FI), GlobalGiving, The Humanitarian Forum, World 
Congress of Muslim Philanthropists, and Worldwide Initiatives for Grantmaker Support (WINGS). 
Selected Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://sloan.org/about/press  
Press Releases  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
News and reports 
Explainer 
Why is a global Covid-19 vaccine rollout vital? 
30 March 2021 
 
Opinion  
Our new funding will support bold and creative discovery research to improve health  
29 March 2021 
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https://www.covid19prequels.com/
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   Michael Dunn shares more information about our new discovery research funding schemes, and the 
role of the Discovery Research team in Wellcome’s new strategy. 
 

:::::: 
 
Candid [formerly Foundation Center and GuideStar]  [to 3 Apr 2021 
https://candid.org/about/press-room?fcref=pg 
Press Room 
March 31, 2021  
Candid Announces Three New Appointments to Board of Trustees  
   New York, NY—March 31, 2021. Candid announced the appointment this month of Kami Dar, CEO of 
Uniti Networks; Kenneth Jones, vice president and CFO of the MacArthur Foundation; and Donna 
Murray-Brown, president and CEO of Michigan Nonprofit Association to its board of trustees… 
 
 
Council on Foundations  [to 3 Apr 2021] 
https://www.cof.org/newsroom 
Newsroom/Blog Posts 
No new digest content identified. 

 
 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 
 

:: Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in human 
rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be exhaustive. We will 
add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon recommendation from 
readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content but note that successful access 
to some of the articles and other content may require subscription or other access arrangement unique 
to the publisher. Please suggest additional journals you feel warrant coverage. 
 
 
AJOB Empirical Bioethics 
Volume 12, 2020 Issue 1  
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/uabr21/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
AMA Journal of Ethics 
Volume 23, Number 3   Apr 2021 
https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/issue/compassionate-force 
Compassionate Force  
   Using force in caregiving is most often justified based on risk-benefit or best interest analyses. 
Careful, inclusive deliberation about whether force should be used in the course of a patient’s care is a 
rise-to-the minimum precursor of responsible force implementation, as is minimizing a patient’s risk of 
harm. Even when clinically indicated and ethically justifiable, force protocols drawing on physical, 
pharmaceutical, and legal means of restraint or seclusion can undermine therapeutic capacity in 
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patient-clinician relationships, erode trust, and exacerbate emotional and moral distress for both 
patients and clinicians. These high stakes cum patients’ extreme vulnerability prompt us to consider 
how clinicians’ and organizations’ clinical and ethical obligations extend beyond harm minimization to 
compassion maximization. Although the words "compassion" and "force" rarely appear together, this 
issue investigates what their union could mean for and make possible in the enterprise of health care.  
 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
April 2021  Volume 49  Issue 4  p409-532 
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
April 2021  Volume 60  Issue 4p453-594 
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current  
Review Articles 
Systematic Review of Violence Prevention Economic Evaluations, 2000–2019 
Cora Peterson, Megan C. Kearns 
Published online: February 16, 2021 
p552-562 
…Evidence synthesis 
A total of 26 economic evaluation studies were assessed, most of which reported that assessed 
interventions yielded good value for money. Physical assault in the community and child abuse and 
neglect were the most common violence types examined. Studies applied a wide variety of cost 
estimates to value avoided violence. Less than two thirds of the studies reported all the key methods 
elements. 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
April 2021  111(4) 
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
EDITORIALS 
Addressing Vaccine Concerns: A Hopeful Path Forward for Vaccine Confidence 
Jessica R. Cataldi and Sean T. O’Leary 
111(4), pp. 556–558 
 
PERSPECTIVES 
Preparing for SARS-CoV-2 Vaccines in US Immigrant Communities: Strategies for 
Allocation, Distribution, and Communication 
Eva H. Clark, Karla Fredricks, Laila Woc-Colburn, Maria Elena Bottazzi and Jill Weatherhead 
111(4), pp. 577–581 
 
BUILDING BRIDGES 
Overcoming Barriers to COVID-19 Vaccination in African Americans: The Need for Cultural 
Humility 
Keith C. Ferdinand 
111(4), pp. 586–588 
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American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
Volume 104 (2021): Issue 3_Suppl (Mar 2021):  
https://www.ajtmh.org/view/journals/tpmd/104/3_Suppl/tpmd.104.issue-3_Suppl.xml 
Pragmatic Recommendations for the Management of Hospitalized COVID-19 Patients in 
Low- and Middle-Income Countries 
Editorial  
Open access  
Recommendations for the Management of COVID-19 in Low- and Middle-Income Countries  
Arjen M. Dondorp, Alfred C. Papali, Marcus J. Schultz, and for the COVID-LMIC Task Force and the 
Mahidol-Oxford Research Unit (MORU) 
 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
March 2021   Volume 174, Issue 3 
http://annals.org/aim/issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Antiquity – A Review of World Archeology 
Latest Issue: Issue 380 - April 2021 
https://antiquity.ac.uk/latest 
Research, Method & Debate 
Objectscapes: a manifesto for investigating the impacts of object flows on past societies 
Published online by Cambridge University Press:  11 February 2021 
Martin Pitts and Miguel John Versluys  
Abstract 
World history is often framed in terms of flows of people: humans coming ‘out of Africa’, the spread of 
farmers in the Holocene, the disruptions of the ‘Sea Peoples’, or ‘colonisation’ by Phoenicians, Greeks 
and Romans. In this article, the authors argue that world history is also about the flows of objects. To 
illuminate the impacts of objects on past societies, they introduce the concept of ‘objectscapes’ as a 
means of writing new kinds of histories of human-thing entanglements, in which objects in motion 
have roles to play—beyond representation—over both the short and long term. To illustrate, they 
present examples from two regions at the end of the first millennium BC: southern Germany and 
northern Syria. 
 
‘COVID waste’ and social media as method: an archaeology of personal protective 
equipment and its contribution to policy 
John Schofield, Estelle Praet, Kathy A. Townsend and Joanna Vince 
Abstract 
The COVID-19 pandemic is creating a viral archive—an archaeological record of history in the making. 
One aspect of this archive is increased environmental pollution, not least through the discarded 
facemasks and gloves that characterise the pandemic. This article—directed specifically at 
archaeologists—argues that an archaeological perspective on ‘COVID waste’ using social media analysis 
can help to highlight environmental pollution, and that by giving this waste the status of archaeological 
material and working with other disciplines, archaeologists can contribute to sustainable, policy-led 
solutions to combat environmental pollution. 
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Artificial Intelligence – An International Journal 
Volume 293  April 2021 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/artificial-intelligence/vol/293/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed 3 Apr 2021) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Global Health 
April 2021 - Volume 6 - 4 
https://gh.bmj.com/content/6/4 
Commentary 
Cocreated regional research agenda for evidence-informed policy and advocacy to improve 
adolescent sexual and reproductive health and rights in sub-Saharan Africa (2 April, 2021)  
Meggie Mwoka, Anthony Idowu Ajayi, Grace Kibunja, Collins Cheruiyot, Ramatou Ouedraogo, Kenneth 
Juma, Emmy Kageha Igonya, Winnie Opondo, Emmanuel Otukpa, Caroline Kabiru, Boniface 
Ayanbekongshie Ushie 
 
Intellectual property rights need to be subverted to ensure global vaccine access (1 April, 
2021)  
Salla Sariola 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 3 Apr 2021) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 3 Apr 2021) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Medical Ethics  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 
(Accessed 3 Apr 2021)  
Research article 
A scoping review of genetics and genomics research ethics policies and guidelines for 
Africa  
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Authors: Joseph Ali, Betty Cohn, Erisa Mwaka, Juli M. Bollinger, Betty Kwagala, John Barugahare, 
Nelson K. Sewankambo and Joseph Ochieng 
Citation: BMC Medical Ethics 2021 22:39  
Published on: 2 April 2021 
Background 
Genetics and genomics research (GGR) is increasingly being conducted around the world; yet, 
researchers and research oversight entities in many countries have struggled with ethical challenges. A 
range of ethics and regulatory issues need to be addressed through comprehensive policy frameworks 
that integrate with local environments. While important efforts have been made to enhance 
understanding and awareness of ethical dimensions of GGR in Africa, including through the H3Africa 
initiative, there remains a need for in-depth policy review, at a country-level, to inform and stimulate 
local policy development and revision on the continent. 
Conclusions 
Enforceable policies that are indispensable to the ethical conduct and review of GGR are either deficient 
or missing in many African countries. Existing international, GGR-specific ethics guidelines can be used 
to inform GGR policy development at a country-level, in conjunction with insight from country specific 
ethics committees and other local stakeholders. 
 
Ethical considerations for research involving pregnant women living with HIV and their 
young children: a systematic review of the empiric literature and discussion  
The proper and ethical inclusion of PWLHIV and their young children in research is paramount to 
ensure valid evidence is generated to optimize treatment and care. Little empirical data exists to inform 
ethical...  
Authors: Catherine G. Raciti, Leslie A. Enane, Katherine R. MacDonald, Elizabeth C. Whipple, Mary A. 
Ott and Megan S. McHenry 
Citation: BMC Medical Ethics 2021 22:38  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 1 April 2021 
 
 
BMC Medicine 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content 
(Accessed 3 Apr 2021)  
Commentary  
Research priorities for Long Covid: refined through an international multi-stakeholder 
forum  
   In December 2020 ISARIC (the International Severe Acute Respiratory and emerging Infection 
Consortium), the research funders group GloPID-R (The Global Research Collaboration for Infectious 
Disease Preparedness) and global group, Long Covid Support, jointly organised a ‘Long Covid Forum’ 
[8]. This public forum aimed to gain a better understanding of ‘Long Covid’ and to define research 
priorities for funders and researchers to take forward. 
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   The Preferred Reporting Items for Systematic reviews and Meta-Analyses (PRISMA) statement, 
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done, what the authors did, and what they found. Over the past decade, advances in systematic review 
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items have been modified to facilitate implementation. In this article, we present the PRISMA 2020 27-
item checklist, an expanded checklist that details reporting recommendations for each item, the 
PRISMA 2020 abstract checklist, and the revised flow diagrams for original and updated reviews. 
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Abstract 
Artificial intelligence (AI), a highly interdisciplinary science, is an increasing presence in 
pharmacovigilance (PV). A better understanding of the scope of artificial intelligence in 
pharmacovigilance (AIPV) may be advantageous to more sharply defining, for example, which terms, 
methods, tasks, and data sets are suitably subsumed under the application of AIPV. Accordingly, this 
article explores relevant points to consider regarding defining the scope of AIPV and offers a potential 
working definition of the scope of AIPV. 
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Preview 
Given the dearth of established safe and effective interventions to respond to COVID-19, there is an 
urgent ethical imperative to conduct meaningful clinical research. The good news is that interventions 
to be tested are not in short supply. Unfortunately, the human and material resources needed to 
conduct these trials are finite. It is essential that trials be robust and meet enrollment targets and that 
lower-quality studies not be permitted to displace higher-quality studies, delaying answers to critical 
questions. Yet, with few exceptions, existing research review bodies and processes are not designed to 
ensure these conditions are satisfied. To meet this challenge, we offer guidance for research 
institutions about how to ethically consolidate and prioritize COVID-19 clinical trials, while recognizing 
that consolidation and prioritization should also take place upstream (among manufacturers and 
funders) and at a higher level (e.g. nationally). In our proposed three-stage process, trials must first 
meet threshold criteria. Those that do are evaluated in a second stage to determine whether the 
institution has sufficient capacity to support all proposed trials. If it does not, the third stage entails 
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evaluating studies against two additional sets of comparative prioritization criteria: those specific to the 
study and those that aim to advance diversification of an institution’s research portfolio. To implement 
these criteria fairly, we propose that research institutions form COVID-19 research prioritization 
committees. We briefly discuss some important attributes of these committees, drawing on the authors’ 
experiences at our respective institutions. Although we focus on clinical trials of COVID-19 therapeutics, 
our guidance should prove useful for other kinds of COVID-19 research, as well as non-pandemic 
research, which can raise similar challenges due to the scarcity of research resources. 
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The theme of this edition of Humanitarian Exchange, co-edited with Sherin Alsheikh Ahmed from 
Islamic Relief Worldwide, is disability inclusion in humanitarian action. Persons with disabilities are not 
only disproportionately impacted by conflicts, disasters and other emergencies, but also face barriers to 
accessing humanitarian assistance. At the same time, global commitments and standards and the IASC 
Guidelines on the inclusion of persons with disabilities in humanitarian action all emphasise how 
persons with disabilities are also active agents of change. Disability and age-focused organisations have 
led on testing and demonstrating how inclusion can be done better. Yet despite this progress, 
challenges to effective inclusion remain. 
 
As Kirstin Lange notes in the lead article, chief among these challenges is humanitarian agencies’ lack 
of engagement with organisations of persons with disabilities. Simione Bula, Elizabeth Morgan and 
Teresa Thomson look at disability inclusion in humanitarian response in the Pacific, and Kathy Al Jubeh 
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Sophie Van Eetvelt and colleagues report on a review of the evidence on inclusion of people with 
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Rebecca Molyneux and co-authors analyse the findings of a review of a DFID programme in north-east 
Nigeria, while Carolin Funke highlights the importance of strategic partnerships between disability-
focused organisations, drawing on her research in Cox’s Bazar. Sherin Alsheikh Ahmed describes 
Islamic Relief Worldwide’s approach to mainstreaming protection and inclusion, while Pauline Thivillier 
and Valentina Shafina outline IRC’s Client Responsive Programming. The edition ends with reflections 
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Implementation Research and Practice 
https://journals.sagepub.com/articles/IRP 
[Accessed 3 Apr 2021] 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Infectious Agents and Cancer  
http://www.infectagentscancer.com/content 
[Accessed 3 Apr 2021] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Infectious Diseases of Poverty  
http://www.idpjournal.com/content 
[Accessed 3 Apr 2021]  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
International Health 
Volume 13, Issue 2, March 2021 
https://academic.oup.com/inthealth/issue/13/2 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Human Rights Law Review 
Volume 9 (2020): Issue 2 (Oct 2020) 
https://brill.com/view/journals/hrlr/9/2/hrlr.9.issue-2.xml 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The International Journal of Children's Rights 
Volume 29 (2021): Issue 1 (Feb 2021) 
https://brill.com/view/journals/chil/29/1/chil.29.issue-1.xml 
Table of Contents 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Community Medicine and Public Health 
Vol 8, No 3 (2021)  March 2021 
https://www.ijcmph.com/index.php/ijcmph/issue/view/74 

https://journals.sagepub.com/articles/IRP
http://www.infectagentscancer.com/content
http://www.idpjournal.com/content
https://academic.oup.com/inthealth/issue/13/2
https://brill.com/view/journals/hrlr/9/2/hrlr.9.issue-2.xml
https://brill.com/view/journals/chil/29/1/chil.29.issue-1.xml
https://www.ijcmph.com/index.php/ijcmph/issue/view/74


   

  

Table of Contents 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Disaster Risk Reduction 
Volume 53  1 February 2021 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/international-journal-of-disaster-risk-reduction/vol/53/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Epidemiology 
Volume 50, Issue 1, February 2021 
https://academic.oup.com/ije/issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Heritage Studies 
Volume 27, Issue 4, 2021 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rjhs20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Human Rights in Healthcare 
Volume 14 Issue 1  2021 
https://www.emerald.com/insight/publication/issn/2056-4902/vol/14/iss/1 
Table of Contents 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Infectious Diseases  

March  2021  Volume 104  p1-754 

https://www.ijidonline.com/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Migration Review 
Volume 55 Issue 1, March 2021 
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/mrxa/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Intervention – Journal of Mental Health and Psychological Support in Conflict Affected 
Areas 
January-June 2021  Volume 19 | Issue 1   Page Nos. 1-143 
http://www.interventionjournal.org/currentissue.asp?sabs=n  
FIELD REPORT 
COVID-19 and Refugees in Malaysia: An NGO Response 
Sharuna Verghis1, Xavier Pereira2, Anesha Gnana Kumar3, Ashley Koh3, Asha Singh-Lim3 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/international-journal-of-disaster-risk-reduction/vol/53/suppl/C
https://academic.oup.com/ije/issue
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rjhs20/current
https://www.emerald.com/insight/publication/issn/2056-4902/vol/14/iss/1
https://www.ijidonline.com/current
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/mrxa/current
http://www.interventionjournal.org/currentissue.asp?sabs=n
https://www.interventionjournal.org/article.asp?issn=1571-8883;year=2021;volume=19;issue=1;spage=15;epage=20;aulast=Verghis;type=0
https://www.interventionjournal.org/searchresult.asp?search=&author=Sharuna+Verghis&journal=Y&but_search=Search&entries=10&pg=1&s=0
https://www.interventionjournal.org/searchresult.asp?search=&author=Xavier+Pereira&journal=Y&but_search=Search&entries=10&pg=1&s=0
https://www.interventionjournal.org/searchresult.asp?search=&author=Anesha+Gnana+Kumar&journal=Y&but_search=Search&entries=10&pg=1&s=0
https://www.interventionjournal.org/searchresult.asp?search=&author=Ashley+Koh&journal=Y&but_search=Search&entries=10&pg=1&s=0
https://www.interventionjournal.org/searchresult.asp?search=&author=Asha+Singh%2DLim&journal=Y&but_search=Search&entries=10&pg=1&s=0


   

  

   COVID-19, a watershed moment in global health, has brought health inequalities into sharp focus 
exposing structural disadvantage and institutional discrimination experienced by disenfranchised 
populations. Focusing on urban refugees and asylum seekers in Malaysia who are deemed of irregular 
status under the law, this field report outlines the legal and policy responses of the government and 
the impact of COVID-19 on refugees. It also highlights the organisational response of an organisation 
working with refugees in the greater Kuala Lumpur area. As pandemics become a reality of our times, 
it is imperative that pandemic preparedness and mitigation strategies adopt inclusive and universal 
approaches that include migrant populations such as refugees and asylum seekers. 
 
ARTICLES 
A System Innovation Perspective on the Potential for Scaling Up New Psychological 
Interventions for Refugees 
Aniek Woodward, Marjolein A Dieleman, Egbert Sondorp, Bayard Roberts, Daniela C Fuhr, Peter 
Ventevogel, Marit Sijbrandij, Jacqueline E.W Broerse, On behalf of the STRENGTHS consortium 
DOI:10.4103/INTV.INTV_29_20   
 
After the Randomised Controlled Trial: Implementing Problem Management Plus Through 
Humanitarian Agencies: Three Case Studies from Ethiopia, Syria and Honduras  
Ashley Nemiro, Edith Van’t Hof, Sendrine Constant  
DOI:10.4103/INTV.INTV_34_ 
   Problem Management Plus (PM+) is an evidence-based intervention developed for adults impaired by 
distress in communities exposed to adversity. After being tested and released by the World Health 
Organization, a capacity building project was launched to increase the uptake of the intervention within 
humanitarian settings. Humanitarian organisations were trained and supported through supervision to 
implement individual PM+. After the two master trainings were completed, case studies were 
conducted in Ethiopia, Syria and Honduras to describe the uptake of the intervention by organisations 
following the training. When the case studies were drafted in July 2019, 34 master trainers had gone 
on to train and supervise 305 PM+ providers throughout the globe. The case studies show that 
individual PM+ is both relevant and appropriate for use in various humanitarian settings. Through 
these case studies, we gathered meaningful examples of the different ways that PM+ can be 
implemented in various settings with non-specialised providers. Having a robust supervision system 
(remote or face-to-face) in place is essential, along with practising the intervention before it was fully 
delivered. Additionally, dedicated staff or volunteers, adequate time to conduct the initial training and 
contextualisation and a system to ensure quality were also paramount to ensure successful 
implementation. 
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JAMA Network 
COVID-19 Update   April 3, 2021  
These articles on COVID-19 were published across the JAMA Network in the last week. 
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The Effects of Chess Instruction on Academic and Non-cognitive Outcomes: Field 
Experimental Evidence from a Developing Country 
Asad Islam, Wang-Sheng Lee, Aaron Nicholas 
Article 102615 
Abstract 
We conduct a randomized field experiment to investigate the benefits of an intensive chess training 
program undertaken by primary school students in a developing country context. We examine the 
effects on academic outcomes, and a number of non-cognitive outcomes: risk preferences, patience, 
creativity and attention/focus. Our main finding is that chess training reduces the level of risk aversion 
almost a year after the intervention ended. We also find that chess training improves math scores, 
reduces the incidence of time inconsistency and the incidence of non-monotonic time preferences. 
However, these (non-risk preference) results are less conclusive once we account for multiple 
hypothesis testing. We do not find any evidence of significant effects of chess training on other 
academic outcomes, creativity, and attention/focus. 
 
Research article   Abstract only 
A gravity analysis of refugee mobility using mobile phone data 
   The objective of this study consists in analyzing the determinants of the internal mobility of refugees 
in Turkey. 
 
Michel Beine, Luisito Bertinelli, Rana Cömertpay, Anastasia Litina, Jean-François Maystadt 
Article 102618 
 
Research article  Abstract only 
The globalization of refugee flows 
Xavier Devictor, Quy-Toan Do, Andrei A. Levchenko 
Article 102605 
Abstract 
This paper analyzes the spatial distribution of refugees over 1987–2017 and establishes several stylized 
facts about refugees today compared with past decades. Refugees still predominantly reside in 
developing countries neighboring their country of origin. However, compared to past decades, refugees 
today (i) travel longer distances, (ii) are less likely to seek protection in a neighboring country, (iii) are 
less geographically concentrated, and (iv) are more likely to reside in a high-income OECD country. The 
findings bring new evidence to the debate on refugee responsibility-sharing. 
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https://academic.oup.com/jid/issue/223/4 
REVIEW 
Outdoor Transmission of SARS-CoV-2 and Other Respiratory Viruses: A Systematic Review  
Tommaso Celeste Bulfone, Mohsen Malekinejad, George W Rutherford, Nooshin Razani  
The Journal of Infectious Diseases, Volume 223, Issue 4, 15 February 2021, Pages 550–561, 
https://doi.org/10.1093/infdis/jiaa742 
   This systematic review found that while outdoor environments do seem at lower risk for transmission 
of SARS-CoV-2 and other respiratory viruses than indoor environments, there are data showing that 
infection transmission is possible outdoors, thus warranting further rigorous investigation. 
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Reflections on Ethics and Advocacy in Child Health 
Global Ethical Considerations Regarding Mandatory Vaccination in Children 
Julian Savulescu, Alberto Giubilini, Margie Danchin 
Published online: January 20, 2021 
p10-16 
Open Access 
   Whether children should be vaccinated against coronavirus disease-2019 (COVID-19) (or other 
infectious diseases such as influenza) and whether some degree of coercion should be exercised by the 
state to ensure high uptake depends, among other things, on the safety and efficacy of the vaccine. 
For COVID-19, these factors are currently unknown for children, with unanswered questions also on 
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children's role in the transmission of the virus, the extent to which the vaccine will decrease 
transmission, and the expected benefit (if any) to the child. Ultimately, deciding whether to 
recommend that children receive a novel vaccine for a disease that is not a major threat to them, or to 
mandate the vaccine, requires precise information on the risks, including disease severity and vaccine 
safety and effectiveness, a comparative evaluation of the alternatives, and the levels of coercion 
associated with each. However, the decision also requires balancing self-interest with duty to others, 
and liberty with usefulness. Separate to ensuring vaccine supply and access, we outline 3 requirements 
for mandatory vaccination from an ethical perspective: (1) whether the disease is a grave threat to the 
health of children and to public health, (2) positive comparative expected usefulness of mandatory 
vaccination, and (3) proportionate coercion. We also suggest that the case for mandatory vaccine in 
children may be strong in the case of influenza vaccination during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
In the Wake of a Pandemic: Revisiting School Approaches to Nonmedical Exemptions to 
Mandatory Vaccination in the US 
Erin Talati Paquette 
Published online: January 20, 2021 
p17-23 
 
Adolescent Consent for Human Papillomavirus Vaccine: Ethical, Legal, and Practical 
Considerations 
Gregory D. Zimet, Ross D. Silverman, Robert A. Bednarczyk, Abigail English 
Published online: January 20, 2021 
p24-30 
   We address ethical, legal, and practical issues related to adolescent self-consent for human 
papillomavirus (HPV) vaccination. HPV vaccination coverage continues to lag well behind the national 
goal of 80% series completion. Structural and behavioral interventions have improved vaccination 
rates, but attitudinal, behavioral, and access barriers remain. A potential approach for increasing access 
and improving vaccination coverage would be to permit adolescents to consent to HPV vaccination for 
themselves. We argue that adolescent self-consent is ethical, but that there are legal hurdles to be 
overcome in many states. In jurisdictions where self-consent is legal, there can still be barriers due to 
lack of awareness of the policy among healthcare providers and adolescents. Other barriers to 
implementation of self-consent include resistance from antivaccine and parent rights activists, 
reluctance of providers to agree to vaccinate even when self-consent is legally supported, and threats 
to confidentiality. Confidentiality can be undermined when an adolescent's self-consented HPV 
vaccination appears in an explanation of benefits communication sent to a parent or if a parent 
accesses an adolescent's vaccination record via state immunization information systems. In the context 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, which has led to a substantial drop in HPV vaccination, there may be even 
more reason to consider self-consent. The atmosphere of uncertainty and distrust surrounding future 
COVID-19 vaccines underscores the need for any vaccine policy change to be pursued with clear 
communication and consistent with ethical principles. 
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Reflections on Ethics and Advocacy in Child Health (REACH): Creating a Forum for Ethical 
Dialogue 
Lainie Friedman Ross, Mary A. Ott 
Published online: January 18, 20 
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Articles 
The first and second waves of the COVID-19 pandemic in Africa: a cross-sectional study 
Stephanie J Salyer, et al 
   Although the first wave of the COVID-19 pandemic progressed more slowly in Africa than the rest of 
the world, by December, 2020, the second wave appeared to be much more aggressive with many 
more cases. To date, the pandemic situation in all 55 African Union (AU) Member States has not been 
comprehensively reviewed. We aimed to evaluate reported COVID-19 epidemiology data to better 
understand the pandemic's progression in Africa. 
 
Health Policy 
Eliminating postnatal HIV transmission in high incidence areas: need for complementary 
biomedical interventions 
Philippe Van de Perre, et al. 
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Viewpoint 
Health data poverty: an assailable barrier to equitable digital health care 
Hussein Ibrahim, Xiaoxuan Liu, Nevine Zariffa, Andrew D Morris, Alastair K Denniston 
Summary 
Data-driven digital health technologies have the power to transform health care. If these tools could be 
sustainably delivered at scale, they might have the potential to provide everyone, everywhere, with 
equitable access to expert-level care, narrowing the global health and wellbeing gap. Conversely, it is 
highly possible that these transformative technologies could exacerbate existing health-care inequalities 
instead. In this Viewpoint, we describe the problem of health data poverty: the inability for individuals, 
groups, or populations to benefit from a discovery or innovation due to a scarcity of data that are 
adequately representative. We assert that health data poverty is a threat to global health that could 
prevent the benefits of data-driven digital health technologies from being more widely realised and 
might even lead to them causing harm. We argue that the time to act is now to avoid creating a digital 
health divide that exacerbates existing health-care inequalities and to ensure that no one is left behind 
in the digital era. 
 
 
Lancet Global Health 
Apr 2021  Volume 9  Number 4  e372-e557 
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/issue/current 
Articles 
Global, regional, and national mortality trends in youth aged 15–24 years between 1990 
and 2019: a systematic analysis 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(21)00632-2/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(21)00570-5/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(21)00570-5/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanchi/issue/current
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/landig/issue/current
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/landig/article/PIIS2589-7500(20)30317-4/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/issue/current
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(21)00023-1/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(21)00023-1/fulltext


   

  

Bruno Masquelier, et al. on behalf of the UN Inter-agency Group for Child Mortality Estimation 
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Open Access 
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Significance 
Human memory is fallible and malleable. In forensic settings in particular, this poses a challenge 
because people may falsely remember events with legal implications that never actually happened. 
Despite an urgent need for remedies, however, research on whether and how rich false 
autobiographical memories can be reversed under realistic conditions (i.e., using reversal strategies 
that can be applied in real-world settings) is virtually nonexistent. The present study therefore not only 
replicates and extends previous demonstrations of false memories but, crucially, documents their 
reversibility after the fact: Employing two ecologically valid strategies, we show that rich but false 
autobiographical memories can mostly be undone. Importantly, reversal was specific to false memories 
(i.e., did not occur for true memories). 
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far-reaching decisions concerning the preservation of biodiversity were meant to be taken in 2020. But 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, a number of international meetings including COP 15 could not take 
place and have been postponed. 
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