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:: Week in Review
A highly selective capture of strategic developments, research, commentary, analysis and
announcements spanning Human Rights Action, Humanitarian Response, Health, Education, Holistic
Development, Heritage Stewardship, Sustainable Resilience. Achieving a balance across these broad
themes is a challenge and we appreciate your observations and ideas in this regard. This is not
intended to be a "news and events" digest.
::::::
::::::
Myanmar
The UN and its regional partners have a ‘fleeting window’ to cooperate on Myanmar
Speech 19 Apr 2021

Highlighting the situation in Myanmar, Ban Ki-moon calls on the UN Security Council to work with
regional partners to maintain peace and security.
[Excerpts]
…Mr. President,

Today, the international community collectively faces a plethora of monumental challenges. These
include, but are not limited to, an ongoing and deadly global pandemic, both longstanding and
emerging conflict and security crises, and a deepening climate emergency.
At the same time, the United Nations, and multilateralism more largely, has faced immense difficulties
over the past few years in holistically addressing such crises as some countries have unfortunately
prioritized nationalism and isolationism over cooperation and partnership.
Under this troubling backdrop, the role of cooperative regional partnerships between the UN and
regional and sub-regional organizations, as envisioned under Chapter VIII of the UN Charter, is all the
more critical to help ensure the maintenance of international peace and security.
Particularly, regional and sub-regional organizations have unique and prominent roles to play in
enhancing dialogue and confidence building in conflict prevention and its resolution.
In this context, I commend Secretary-General Guterres’ prioritization of prevention, and urge all
members of this Council to scale-up their support for his efforts in addressing the root causes of
conflict and enhancing the humanitarian-development-peace nexus.
During my decade-long tenure as Secretary-General, I worked tirelessly to enhance cooperation
between the UN and regional organizations with a view towards scaling-up conflict prevention and
resolution. I worked side-by-side with the ASEAN, AU, LAS, OAS, EU, OSCE, and other key regional
organizations, including attending the majority of ASEAN and AU summit meetings during my time.
As a result of their geographical proximity and intimate knowledge of local dynamics, regional and subregional organizations are also essential UN partners in providing early warning assessment of atrocity
crimes.

Mr. President,

I believe that today’s Security Council debate is well-timed, as both the United Nations and its regional
partners now have a fleeting window to cooperate through strong action to halt the ongoing atrocities
in Myanmar and prevent a further escalation of violence.
According to rights-monitoring groups, over 700 people including 50 children, have been killed by
security forces since the February 1 military takeover of Myanmar.
I condemn the brutal use of lethal force against civilians, and the detention of State Counsellor Aung
San Suu Kyi and President Win Myint, as well as thousands of protestors.
The worsening situation in Myanmar represents a pivotal moment to showcase the utility
of cooperation between the UN and its regional partners in maintaining peace and security
and saving human lives…

Mr. President,

To deal with the Myanmar situation, an effective and regional-led approach requires both unity and
action. But, ASEAN has so far been divided in its responses to the situation in Myanmar. The principle
of non-interference in the internal affairs of sovereign States should not be used as a pretext for
inaction in the face of serious human rights abuses.
ASEAN must make it clear to the Myanmar military that the current situation is so grave
that it cannot be regarded only as an internal matter. The military’s use of lethal force and
the gross violations of human rights being perpetrated against the civilians are not
compatible with the ASEAN Charter. These actions are clear violations of international law, and
constitute a threat to the peace, security and stability of the region.
According to the news report, General Min Aung Hlaing of Myanmar will attend ASEAN special Summit
on Myanmar to be held in Indonesia on April 24. I urge ASEAN leaders to take immediate and
concerted actions at the Summit. As a minimum, they should agree that a high-level ASEAN delegation
will visit Myanmar to engage with all relevant parties.
It is equally vital that this Council moves beyond statements to collective action, as has
been stated by countries around the world. After ASEAN special Summit, the Council should
monitor the situation closely to take follow-up actions. The UN Security Council cannot neglect its basic
obligation to prevent a situation from deteriorating, in which so many innocent people are being killed.
As former UN Secretary-General, I urge this Council to take immediate actions to halt the violence and
bloodshed, and initiate a process to restore peace and democracy in Myanmar.
In particular, the Permanent Members should focus their attention on actions that can be taken to
respond to the situation in Myanmar. The Security Council has the responsibility to protect
Myanmar’s civilian population in the context where the atrocities being committed may
constitute crimes against humanity. The Principle of R2P – responsibility to protect –
should be seriously considered in ways that are appropriate to the Myanmar context, using
a range of tools at the Council’s disposal.
Given the gravity and urgency of the situation, I believe the Secretary-General himself should use his
good offices to engage directly with the Myanmar military, to prevent an escalation of violence.

The task ahead is daunting. It will require the collective and coordinated efforts of the UN, ASEAN and
the wider region to avert catastrophe and instead help return Myanmar to the path of a peaceful,
democratic transition.

Mr. President,

As the COVID-19 pandemic continues, it is now more important than ever to pursue
multilateral and multi-layered solutions to the security problems that we face, borne out of
robust partnerships with the UN, its Member States, and particularly, regional groups all working
together.
As regional conflicts continue to both emerge and deepen, the UN can no longer deal with all of these
crises on its own. This is why I believe that a partnership approach can best bear fruit for both conflict
prevention and resolution.
Now is the time for this Council and its regional partners to not only act together, but act decisively to
prevent the worst in Myanmar and beyond.
I once again thank the Viet Nam Presidency for convening this High-level Open Debate and inviting me
to brief the Security Council today. Again, I count on your strong leadership.
I thank you for your attention and leadership.
::::::
::::::
Venezuela
Statement from the OAS General Secretariat on Indiscriminate Operations by the
Venezuelan Army and Criminal/Terrorist Organizations on the Border with Colombia
April 21, 2021
The General Secretariat of the Organization of American States (OAS) rejects the terms of the
notes that the Venezuelan dictatorship has sent to the United Nations Security Council on
the tensions and hostilities on the Colombian-Venezuelan border, in the departments of Arauca and
Apure.
It is a strategy of deceptive arguments, disinformation and propaganda that seeks to
divert the attention of the international community and avoid its own responsibility,
something common in the Chavista/Madurista regime. At the same time, the dictatorship intends to
blame, without proof or justification, the Government of Colombia for the events that occurred in
Venezuelan territory and to tarnish the progress that the country has made toward peace, requesting
that the issue be addressed on the occasion of a meeting to discuss issues related to the UN
Verification Mission in Colombia.
On the contrary, the events denounced, which include aerial and artillery bombardments and attacks
against the civilian population with explosive weapons and looting, are a direct consequence of the
indiscriminate operations of the regime's military apparatus; actions that, in turn, are explained by the
complicity of said regime with criminal and terrorist actors who are present in Venezuelan territory
enjoying total impunity.

The actions of the dictatorship are part of the systematic forced exodus of Venezuelans
and the detachment of the Venezuelan regime from international law and human rights,
which has already caused, among other consequences, the departure of more than 5.6
million Venezuelans from their homeland.
The General Secretariat urges the international community to redouble its efforts to address the
current displacement of the civilian population in the area of the Departments of Arauca and Apure, in
Colombia and Venezuela respectively, which is part of the tragic humanitarian situation that the
Venezuelan people are experiencing, and that has produced the most serious refugee crisis ever to
have occurred in the Americas.
::::::
::::::
International Court of Justice
The Court commemorates the 75th anniversary of its inaugural sitting
THE HAGUE, 19 April 2021. The International Court of Justice (ICJ), the principal judicial organ of the
United Nations, today commemorated the 75th anniversary of its inaugural sitting, which took place on
18 April 1946 in the Great Hall of Justice of the Peace Palace in The Hague.
The Court was set up in the aftermath of the Second World War as the principal judicial organ of the
United Nations. The Statute of the Court forms an integral part of the Charter of the United Nations,
which was signed in San Francisco on 26 June 1945 and came into force on 24 October 1945. The first
Members of the Court were elected on 6 February 1946 at the First Session of the General Assembly
and the Court held its inaugural sitting at the Peace Palace, The Hague, on 18 April 1946.
… During the first 75 years of the Court’s existence, States have submitted over 140 disputes to it.
Over 25 requests for advisory opinions have been referred to the Court by United Nations organs and
specialized agencies.
… The Court has demonstrated that it is equipped to tackle cases relating to new areas of international
law that have emerged and developed since its first sitting. In recent years, for example, the Court has
gotten high marks for the way it has handled scientific and technical aspects of environmental disputes.
The docket has also included cases arising under a number of important human rights treaties.
At present, outer space law is one field that is burgeoning. There are lively discussions about the legal
framework applicable to many aspects of the cyber world. The drafters of the Court’s Statute could not
have envisioned these areas of law, just as I cannot predict the fields of international law that will be
blossoming 75 years from now. However, I feel confident that the institution and procedures
established in the Statute of the Court and in its Rules will continue to provide fertile ground for the
peaceful settlement of inter-State disputes…

::::::
::::::
Climate/Emissions – Finance
Mark Carney, UN Race to Zero campaign and COP26 Presidency launch Net Zero Financial
Alliance with world’s biggest banks, Asset Owners,
21 Apr 2021 Press release

Industry-led and UN-convened Net Zero Banking Alliance also announced today, co-launched by the
UNEP Finance Initiative and the Financial Services Taskforce of the Sustainable Markets Initiative

:: The Glasgow Financial Alliance for Net Zero (GFANZ), chaired by Mark Carney, UN Special
Envoy on Climate Action and Finance, unites over 160 firms (together responsible for assets in
excess of US$70 trillion[1]) from the leading net zero initiatives across the financial system to
accelerate the transition to net zero emissions by 2050 at the latest.

:: All GFANZ member alliances must be accredited by the UN Race to Zero campaign. They must use
science-based guidelines to reach net zero emissions, cover all emission scopes, include 2030
interim target setting, and commit to transparent reporting and accounting in line with the UN Race to
Zero criteria.
:: 43 banks from 23 countries (with assets of US$28.5 trillion) form the Net-Zero Banking
Alliance (NZBA) today - which joins GFANZ - with its members committing to align operational and
attributable emissions from their portfolios with pathways to net-zero by 2050 or sooner.
:: The Net-Zero Banking Alliance is convened by the United Nations Environment Programme Finance
Initiative and co-launched by the Prince of Wales’ Sustainable Markets Initiative Financial Services
Taskforce (FSTF).
…U.S. Special Presidential Envoy for Climate John Kerry said: “The largest financial players in the world
recognize energy transition represents a vast commercial opportunity as well as a planetary imperative.
As countries around the world move to decarbonize, the large sums these institutions are dedicating to
climate solutions reflect a growing understanding that the transition to a low-carbon global economy
will be critical for their business models. To be credible and effective as market signals, these financial
commitments should adhere to clear definitions, metrics, and reporting. Ultimately, the transition to
this new economy will create a massive number of new jobs and increase our collective ability to tackle
climate change.”…
::::::
::::::
AI – Governance/Regulation
Europe fit for the Digital Age: Commission proposes new rules and actions for excellence
and trust in Artificial Intelligence
Press release 21 April 2021

[Text-bolding from original]

The Commission proposes today new rules and actions aiming to turn Europe into the global hub for
trustworthy Artificial Intelligence (AI). The combination of the first-ever legal framework on AI and a
new Coordinated Plan with Member States will guarantee the safety and fundamental rights of people
and businesses, while strengthening AI uptake, investment and innovation across the EU. New rules on
Machinery will complement this approach by adapting safety rules to increase users' trust in the new,
versatile generation of products.
Margrethe Vestager, Executive Vice-President for a Europe fit for the Digital Age, said: “On Artificial
Intelligence, trust is a must, not a nice to have. With these landmark rules, the EU is spearheading the
development of new global norms to make sure AI can be trusted. By setting the standards, we can
pave the way to ethical technology worldwide and ensure that the EU remains competitive along the
way. Future-proof and innovation-friendly, our rules will intervene where strictly needed: when the
safety and fundamental rights of EU citizens are at stake.”…

The European approach to trustworthy AI

The new rules will be applied directly in the same way across all Member States based on a futureproof definition of AI. They follow a risk-based approach:

Unacceptable risk: AI systems considered a clear threat to the safety, livelihoods and rights of
people will be banned. This includes AI systems or applications that manipulate human behaviour to
circumvent users' free will (e.g. toys using voice assistance encouraging dangerous behaviour of
minors) and systems that allow ‘social scoring' by governments.
High-risk: AI systems identified as high-risk include AI technology used in:
:: Critical infrastructures (e.g. transport), that could put the life and health of citizens at risk;
:: Educational or vocational training, that may determine the access to education and professional
course of someone's life (e.g. scoring of exams);
:: Safety components of products (e.g. AI application in robot-assisted surgery);
:: Employment, workers management and access to self-employment (e.g. CV-sorting
software for recruitment procedures);
:: Essential private and public services (e.g. credit scoring denying citizens opportunity to obtain a
loan);
:: Law enforcement that may interfere with people's fundamental rights (e.g. evaluation of the
reliability of evidence);
:: Migration, asylum and border control management (e.g. verification of authenticity of travel
documents);
:: Administration of justice and democratic processes (e.g. applying the law to a concrete set of
facts).
High-risk AI systems will be subject to strict obligations before they can be put on the market:
:: Adequate risk assessment and mitigation systems;
:: High quality of the datasets feeding the system to minimise risks and discriminatory outcomes;
:: Logging of activity to ensure traceability of results;
:: Detailed documentation providing all information necessary on the system and its purpose for
authorities to assess its compliance;
:: Clear and adequate information to the user;
:: Appropriate human oversight measures to minimise risk;
:: High level of robustness, security and accuracy.
In particular, all remote biometric identification systems are considered high risk and subject to
strict requirements. Their live use in publicly accessible spaces for law enforcement purposes is
prohibited in principle. Narrow exceptions are strictly defined and regulated (such as where strictly
necessary to search for a missing child, to prevent a specific and imminent terrorist threat or to detect,
locate, identify or prosecute a perpetrator or suspect of a serious criminal offence). Such use is subject
to authorisation by a judicial or other independent body and to appropriate limits in time, geographic
reach and the data bases searched.
Limited risk, i.e. AI systems with specific transparency obligations: When using AI systems such as
chatbots, users should be aware that they are interacting with a machine so they can take an informed
decision to continue or step back.
Minimal risk: The legal proposal allows the free use of applications such as AI-enabled video games
or spam filters. The vast majority of AI systems fall into this category. The draft Regulation does not
intervene here, as these AI systems represent only minimal or no risk for citizens' rights or safety.

In terms of governance, the Commission proposes that national competent market surveillance
authorities supervise the new rules, while the creation of a European Artificial Intelligence Board will
facilitate their implementation, as well as drive the development of standards for AI. Additionally,
voluntary codes of conduct are proposed for non-high-risk AI, as well as regulatory sandboxes to
facilitate responsible innovation…
::::::
::::::
Pandemic Preparedness
New global partnership launched to fight future pandemics

The Government will launch a new Pandemic Preparedness Partnership (PPP) to save lives from future
diseases and prevent another global pandemic.

Updated: 20 April 2021
:: International Pandemic Preparedness Partnership (PPP) will support PM’s target to slash the
time to develop vaccines for new diseases to 100 days
:: Partnership will be chaired by UK Chief Scientific Adviser Sir Patrick Vallance and will report to
leaders at June’s G7 Summit
:: New £16m funding to Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations (CEPI) will also support global
vaccine supply and development
The [U.K.] Government will today (20 April) launch a new Pandemic Preparedness Partnership (PPP) to
save lives from future diseases and prevent another global pandemic.
The PPP will advise the UK G7 Presidency on how to meet the Prime Minister’s ambition to
slash the time to develop and deploy high quality vaccines for new diseases from 300 to
100 days, backed by additional funding to support CEPI’s work on global vaccine supply. It will be
chaired by the Government’s Chief Scientific Adviser Sir Patrick Vallance.
The public-private partnership will bring together industry, international organisations and leading
experts. They will provide recommendations for delivering ambitious targets to more quickly develop
vaccines, therapeutics and diagnostics through greater global co-operation on research and
development, manufacturing, clinical trials and data-sharing.
The £16 million investment will fund global vaccine manufacturing capacity and critical research and
development to rapidly respond to the threat of new strains, supporting the development of new
variant-specific vaccines. CEPI’s work to coordinate research, development and manufacturing of
vaccines will aid efforts to have millions of doses of vaccine available for emergency use 100 days from
a variant of concern being identified.
The PPP is meeting formally for the first time today at a two day virtual Pandemic Preparedness
Partnership Conference, taking place under the UK’s Presidency of the G7…
…There 20 members of the PPP include WHO Vaccines Envoy Sir Andrew Witty, Professor of Medicine
at the University of Oxford & member of the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation Scientific Advisory
Committee, Sir John Bell, Managing Director of the COVAX Facility Gavi, Aurelia Nguyen, and Chief
Executive Officer of the Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations (CEPI) Richard Hatchett.

Industry members include representatives from leading vaccine developers and life sciences companies
such as Head of Global Drug Development and Chief Medical Officer at Novartis, John Tsai, Executive
Vice President Biopharmaceuticals R&D at AstraZeneca, Sir Mene Pangalos, Chief Scientific Officer at
Pfizer, Mikael Dolsten and Chief Scientific Officer at Johnsen & Johnsen, Paul Stoffels.
These experts will be joined by scientific advisers from our G7 partners, who will play a key role in
shaping the recommendations into an actionable roadmap over the next two months through a series
of meetings ahead of the June Leader’s Summit…
::::::
::::::
Coronavirus [COVID-19] - WHO

Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC)

https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019

Weekly Epidemiological and Operational updates

Last update: 24 April 2021
Confirmed cases :: 145 216 414 [week ago: 134 139 501]
Confirmed deaths :: 3 079 390 [week ago:
2 992 193]
Countries, areas or territories with cases :: 223
::::::
Statement on the seventh meeting of the International Health Regulations (2005)
Emergency Committee regarding the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic
19 April 2021 Statement
The seventh meeting of the Emergency Committee convened by the WHO Director-General under the
International Health Regulations (2005) (IHR) regarding the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) took place
on Thursday, 15 April 2021 from 12:00 to 16:30 Geneva time (CEST)...
The Committee recognized WHO’s and States Parties’ progress in implementing the previous advice
and Temporary Recommendations from the 6th meeting of the Emergency Committee. The Committee
congratulated the mission team and the report from the WHO-convened Global Study of Origins of
SARS-CoV-2 and encouraged implementation of the recommendations published in the Mission report.
The Committee remains concerned that the world will not exit the pandemic unless, and
until, all countries have access to appropriate supplies of diagnostics, treatments and
vaccines, irrespective of their ability to pay and the capacity and financial resources to
rapidly and effectively vaccinate their populations. Inequities within and among all countries is
slowing the return to normal social and economic life. The Committee provided the following advice to
the Director-General accordingly.
The Director-General determined that the COVID-19 pandemic continues to constitute a
PHEIC.

He accepted the advice of the Committee to WHO and issued the Committee’s advice to
States Parties as Temporary Recommendations under the IHR.
The Emergency Committee will be reconvened within three months or earlier, at the discretion of the
Director-General. The Director-General thanked the Committee for its work.

Advice to the WHO Secretariat [Excerpts]

COVID-19 Vaccination
1. Promote global solidarity and equitable vaccine access by encouraging States Parties and
manufacturers to support the COVAX Facility, including by sharing vaccine doses, and to conduct
technology transfer for local production of COVID-19 vaccines and ancillary supplies, including in lowand middle-income countries with scalable capacities.
2. Accelerate evaluation of COVID-19 vaccine candidates, encourage regulatory agencies to use
reliance mechanisms, and support States Parties in strengthening their regulatory agencies to facilitate
supply of vaccines with assured quality, efficacy, and safety…
::::::
::::::
UNICEF COVID-19 Vaccine Market Dashboard :: Agreements Table Accessed 24 Apr 2021

An overview of information collected from publicly announced bilateral and multilateral supply
agreements [Agreements view from 2021-04-09 to date]

::::::
::::::

Our World in Data

Coronavirus (COVID-19) Vaccinations

::::::
::::::
Emergencies
POLIO

Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC)
Polio this week as of 21 April 2021
:: The GPEI has made available reports from the Technical Advisory Group (TAG) meetings for Pakistan
and Afghanistan which were held virtually in February and March this year.

Summary of new WPV and cVDPV viruses this week (AFP cases and ES positives):
:: Afghanistan: three cVDPV2 positive environmental samples
:: Pakistan: three WPV1 and one cVDPV2 positive environmental sample
:: Benin: one cVDPV2 positive environmental sample
:: Iran: one cVDPV2 positive environmental sample
:: Sierra Leone: three cVDPV2 positive environmental samples

:: Tajikistan: two cVDPV2 positive environmental samples
::::::
::::::
WHO/OCHA Emergencies

Editor’s Note:

Continuing with this edition, we include information about the last apparent update evident on the
WHO emergency country webpages, recognizing almost universal and significant interims since last
update regardless of the level of the emergency listed.
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies [to 24 Apr 2021]
Democratic Republic of the Congo - No new digest announcements [Last apparent update: 12 Jan

2021]

Mozambique floods - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 3 November

2020]

Nigeria - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 29 Jun 2020]
Somalia - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 17 July 2020]
South Sudan - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 4 February 2020]
Syrian Arab Republic - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 24 October

2020]

Yemen - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 30 June 2020]
::::::
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies [to 24 Apr 2021]
Malawi
:: Boosting equity to malaria prevention in Malawi through vaccination 22 April 2021
Afghanistan - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 5 July 2020]
Angola - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 16 March 2021]
Burkina Faso - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 01 avril 2021]
Burundi - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 04 July 2019]
Cameroon - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 22 August 2019]
Central African Republic - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 12 June

2018]

Ethiopia - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 22 August 2019]
Iran floods 2019 - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 2 March 2020]
Iraq - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 11 April 2021]
Libya - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 7 October 2019]
Measles in Europe - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 16-12-2020]
MERS-CoV - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 8 July 2019]
Mozambique - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 03 November 2020]
Myanmar - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 29 March 2021]
Niger - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 16 avril 2021]
occupied Palestinian territory - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 4

September 2019]

HIV in Pakistan - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 27 August 2019]
Sao Tome and Principe Necrotizing Cellulitis (2017) - No new digest announcements
Sudan - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 24 June 2020]
Ukraine - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 1 May 2019]
Zimbabwe - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 10 May 2019]
::::::
WHO Grade 1 Emergencies [to 24 Apr 2021]
Kenya
:: Kenya Third Wave Response: A time to synergize and re-energize 23 April 2021
Chad - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 30 June 2018]
Djibouti - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 25 novembre 2020]
Mali - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 3 May 2017]
Namibia - viral hepatitis - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 20 July

2018]

Tanzania - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 21 October 2020]
::::::
::::::
UN OCHA – Current Emergencies
COVID-19 - No new unique digest announcements identified
*

*

*

*

:: Agency/Government/IGO Watch

We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for key
media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on regional or global
level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific coverage is limited. Please
suggest additional organizations to monitor.
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly
[to 24 Apr 2021]
https://www.un.org/press/en

Selected Meetings/Press Releases/Announcements

23 April 2021
HR/5462
Experts in Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues Call for Greater Participation of
Indigenous Peoples Sustainable Development Decisions
Climate change — and the megaprojects aimed at attenuating its effects — are presenting lifethreatening challenges to traditional ways of life, experts told the Permanent Forum on Indigenous
Issues today, as participants explored ways to better include indigenous people in the sustainable
development decisions affecting their survival, especially at the United Nations.

23 April 2021
SG/SM/20700
Secretary-General, at European Union-Africa Forum, Highlights $3 Trillion Investment
Opportunity to Fund Green Transition, Greater Resilience across African Continent
22 April 2021
SC/14502
Security Council Renews Committee Monitoring Nuclear, Chemical, Biological Weapons,
Unanimously Adopting Resolution 2572 (2021)
The Security Council today renewed the mandate of its committee monitoring implementation of a
resolution that aims to prevent non-State actors from acquiring nuclear, biological and chemical
weapons, and their means of delivery.
19 April 2021
SC/14498
In Times of Global Crises, Collaboration between Regional Organizations, United Nations
Has ‘Grown Exponentially’, Secretary-General Tells Security Council
The Security Council encouraged the United Nations and regional and subregional organizations to
strengthen their cooperation to prevent and resolve conflicts, improve collective security and maintain
international peace and security, as the 15-member organ today convened via videoconference to
discuss ways to do just that.
19 April 2021
SG/SM/20689
Secretary-General Highlights Threats to Indigenous Peoples, Rights, in Message for
Opening of Permanent Forum’s Twentieth Session
19 April 2021
SG/SM/20684
Secretary-General, Briefing Security Council, Stresses Need for Ambitious, Coordinated
Multilateral Action in Addressing Current, Future Challenges
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true

Top News

Switzerland: Two abducted girls held at grim Syria camp must be returned home – UN
experts
Statement by UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Michelle Bachelet on guilty verdict
in George Floyd case
Russia: UN experts say Navalny in “serious danger”, call for medical evacuation
Iraq: UN expert welcomes law to aid ISIL atrocity survivors, but more needs to be done for
children born from rape
USA: Shackling of aged inmate, Mumia Abu-Jamal, is deplorable - UN experts

United Nations Human Rights Council [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL

Council News
No new digest content identified.

Committee on the Rights of the Child [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx

Latest News
No new digest content identified.

Special Rapporteur on the sale and sexual exploitation of children [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx

Latest News
No new digest content identified.

SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed
Conflict [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/

Press Releases
No new digest content identified.

SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict
[to 24 Apr 2021]
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/
21 April, 2021
Remarks from SRSG Pramila Patten: Georgetown University virtual event, “The Crisis in
Tigray: Women and Girls Under Violent Assault”
Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx

Latest News
No new digest content identified.

Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable
standard of physical and mental health [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx

Latest News

Switzerland: Two abducted girls held at grim Syria camp must be returned home – UN
experts
22 April 2021

Russia: UN experts say Navalny in “serious danger”, call for medical evacuation
21 April 2021
Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx

Latest News
No new digest content identified.

Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx

Latest news
No new digest content identified.

Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx

Latest News
No new digest content identified.

UN OCHA Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://www.unocha.org/

Press Releases

20 April 2021
United Nations launches $29 million appeal for St. Vincent and the Grenadines and other
affected countries as volcano eruption continues
18 April 2021
United Nations Resident Coordinator and Humanitarian Coordinator for Syria, Imran Riza,
condemns killing of two aid workers in Deir-Ez-Zor, Syria [EN/AR]
Centre for Humanitarian Data/HDX [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://centre.humdata.org/

Resource

COVID-19 Data Explorer: Global Humanitarian Operations
UNICEF [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases

Selected Press Releases, Statements
Statement 04/23/2021

UNICEF Executive Director Henrietta Fore's remarks at the one-year anniversary of the
Access to COVID-19 Tools Accelerator
As prepared for delivery

Press release 04/23/2021

COVID-19 continues to disrupt essential health services in 90 per cent of countries
Some signs of recovery emerging but major efforts required to restore and strengthen health services

Press release 04/22/2021

UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador David Beckham leads global vaccination drive during World
Immunization Week
Global partners pledge a $1 donation for every like, share or comment on social media posts
mentioning ‘UNICEF’ using the hashtag #VaccinesWork until the end of April

Statement 04/22/2021

Syria receives its first delivery of COVID-19 vaccines through the COVAX Facility
Joint Statement by UNICEF Regional Director for the Middle East and North Africa, Ted Chaiban, WHO
Regional Director for the Eastern Mediterranean, Dr. Ahmad Al-Mandhari, and Gavi, the Vaccine
Alliance Director of Country Support, Pascal Bijleveld

Statement 04/20/2021

UNICEF Executive Director, Henrietta Fore's Remarks at Virtual Briefing on the
Humanitarian Situation in El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras
As prepared for delivery

News note 04/20/2021

Crisis in Tigray enters sixth month with no clear end in sight amid 'severe and ongoing
child rights violations'
Geneva Palais Briefing on the situation of children in Tigray, Ethiopia

Press release 04/19/2021

Nine times more migrant children in Mexico over the past three months - UNICEF
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html

Selected News Releases, Announcements

UNHCR’s Grandi calls on the international community to stand with DR Congo
23 Apr 2021
Mounting death toll in the Central Mediterranean calls for urgent action
JOINT UNHCR/IOM PRESS RELEASE
23 Apr 2021
Data visualization reveals impacts of climate change on displacement
22 Apr 2021
UNHCR’s Protection Chief visits Cyprus, addresses challenges in access to asylum
22 Apr 2021
More refugees arrive in Chad following recent clashes in CAR

20 Apr 2021
Relocations in Brazil offer dignity and hope to thousands of Venezuelans
Joint UNHCR/IOM Press Release
20 Apr 2021
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases

News

Mounting Death Toll in the Central Mediterranean Calls for Urgent Action
2021-04-24 00:14
Geneva – UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency, and the International Organization for Migration (IOM)
are deeply disturbed by reports of a tragic shipwreck off the coast of Libya. Fears are that this latest
incident could have claimed the lives of up to 130 people.
IOM Responds to Devastation Caused by La Soufriere Volcanic Eruption in St. Vincent
2021-04-23 11:28
St. Vincent – The first members of the International Organization for Migration (IOM)'s emergency
response team arrived today (23/04) in St. Vincent to support displacement tracking activities and the
delivery of essential shelter and emergency items to thousands of people who...
Over 1 Million People Displaced due to Conflict in Northern Ethiopia: IOM DTM
2021-04-23 11:28
Addis Ababa – Over 1 million people are displaced across 178 accessible locations in Ethiopia’s Tigray
region and neighboring Afar and Amhara, according to the International Organization for Migration
(IOM) ’s Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM).
More than 200,000 People Return to Zimbabwe as COVID-19 Impacts Regional Economies
2021-04-20 14:23
Harare – More than 200,000 Zimbabweans have returned home over the past year due to the
economic fallout from COVID-19 in countries where they had been working.
IOM/UNHCR: Relocations in Brazil Offer Dignity and Hope to Thousands of Venezuelans
2021-04-20 14:00
Geneva – More than 50,000 Venezuelans have been relocated from Brazil’s isolated northern state of
Roraima to 675 Brazilian cities, thanks to a model national initiative.
UNAIDS [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://www.unaids.org/en

Selected Press Releases/Reports/Statements

21 April 2021
Civil society from Asia and the Pacific join the first regional consultation on the High-Level
Meeting on AIDS
19 April 2021
Regional network of people living with HIV launched in the Middle East and North Africa

19 April 2021
Less than 60% of pregnant women living with HIV in western and central Africa have
access to services to stop vertical transmission of HIV
WHO & Regional Offices [to 24 Apr 2021]
23 April 2021 Departmental news
Fair Pricing Forum ends with good intentions and new undertakings from WHO
23 April 2021 News release
ACT-Accelerator one year on
23 April 2021 News release
COVID-19 continues to disrupt essential health services in 90% of countries
22 April 2021 Statement
Statement of the Strategic Advisory Group of Experts (SAGE) on Immunization: Continued
review of emerging evidence on AstraZeneca COVID-19 Vaccines

[See COVID above for detail]

21 April 2021 News release
World Malaria Day: WHO launches effort to stamp out malaria in 25 more countries by
2025
20 April 2021 Departmental news
RTS,S malaria vaccine reaches more than 650 000 children in Ghana, Kenya and Malawi
through groundbreaking pilot programme
20 April 2021 Departmental news
Message from Director SRH/HRP
20 April 2021 Departmental news
WHO validates Gambia for having eliminated trachoma as a public health problem
19 April 2021 Departmental news
Applications for the 23rd WHO Expert Committee on Selection and Use of Essential
Medicines available for public review and comment
19 April 2021 Statement
Statement on the seventh meeting of the International Health Regulations (2005)
Emergency Committee regarding the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic

[See COVID above for detail]
::::::
WHO Regional Offices

Selected Press Releases, Announcements

WHO African Region AFRO
:: Cabo Verde attains zero local malaria transmission 22 April 2021
:: Boosting equity to malaria prevention in Malawi through vaccination 22 April 2021
:: Getting malaria prevention back on track 22 April 2021
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO

No new digest content identified

WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO

No new digest content identified

WHO European Region EURO
:: Technical experts advise on how to ensure the best possible schooling during COVID-19 23-04-2021
:: WHO, FAO, and OIE call for stronger coordination in mitigating health threats 23-04-2021
:: COVAX helps make equitable access to COVID-19 vaccines a reality in the WHO European Region 2304-2021
:: New report from WHO on health spending calls on governments not to repeat past mistakes when
rebuilding from COVID-19 22-04-2021
:: Using the arts to improve health: WHO pioneers large-scale, arts-based health interventions 21-042021
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO
:: World Immunization Week 2021 22 April 2021
:: Syria receives its first delivery of COVID-19 vaccines through the COVAX Facility
22 April 2021
WHO Western Pacific Region

No new digest content identified

World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2021/

Press Releases
No new digest content identified.

UNFPA United Nations Population Fund [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release

Meetings and events
No new digest content identified.

UNDP United Nations Development Programme [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html

Latest from News Centre

General Assembly confirms new four-year term for Achim Steiner as UNDP Administrator

The United Nations General Assembly confirmed today the appointment by the UN SecretaryGeneral, António Guterres, of Achim Steiner to serve a second four-year term as Administrator of the
United…
Posted on April 22, 2021
UNDP and HEART 17 launch platform to unite youth, artists and business to drive action on
sustainable development
Posted on April 21, 2021
New York - A new global initiative called HEART 17, launched today in partnership with the United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP), to bring together young people and the creative and private
sectors to fight poverty, inequality and climate change.
HEART 17 will focus on building connections between youth, artists, creators, business leaders and
changemakers to amplify voices and drive action to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs).
The Power of Us digital platform of HEART 17 provides a space for people to collaborate on ways to
take action on the issues that matter most to them. For one HEART 17 changemaker, Majd Assi, the
platform is an excellent way to reach other activists to spur collective action…
www.heart17.com
UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/

News

21 Apr
Ocean science and technology critical to restore deteriorating global marine environment,
warns latest UN assessment
UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/

Meetings and events
No new digest content identified.

UNEP United Nations Environment Programme [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://www.unenvironment.org/

Resources

21 Apr 2021 Press release
Mark Carney, UN Race to Zero campaign and COP26 Presidency launch Net Zero Financial
Alliance with world’s biggest banks, Asset Owners,

[See Week in Review above for detail]

20 Apr 2021 Press release
UNEP and Google partner to hunt for plastic pollution with machine learning

Bangkok, 20 April 2021 – The UN Environment Programme (UNEP) today announced that it is
working to fight plastic pollution using citizen science and machine learning, with technical advisory
support from Google.…
UNDRR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://www.undrr.org/

Latest news

23 April 2021
COVID-19 recovery is an opportunity for gender equality
COVID-19 has worsened gender bias against women and shone a spotlight on the need for a more
gender-responsive and inclusive approach to disaster risk reduction. That was the general consensus
which emerged from an online discussion “Learning from COVID
UN DESA United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/
21 Apr 2021 | DESA
Commit to restoring the planet, UN chief says in message for International Mother Earth
Day
UN Secretary-General António Guterres has called for commitment to restoring the planet, and to
making peace with nature, in his message to mark International Mother Earth Day, celebrated annually
on 22 April.
21 Apr 2021 | DESA
Ocean benefits increasingly undermined by human activity, UN assessment reveals
Greater understanding of the ocean is essential if the world is to recover better from the COVID-19
pandemic and achieve agreed targets on sustainable development and climate action.
19 Apr 2021 | DESA
Indigenous peoples role in achieving peace, justice and strong institutions at the centre of
UN annual forum
The largest global gathering on indigenous issues, the United Nations Permanent Forum on
Indigenous Issues will run in a mostly virtual format from 19 to 30 April 2021.
19 Apr 2021 | DESA
UN calls for urgent action to feed the world’s growing population healthily, equitably and
sustainably
The COVID-19 crisis has added between 83 and 132 million to the 690 million people worldwide who
were already undernourished ...
19 Apr 2021 | DESA
Can we feed the billions?
With hundreds of millions suffering hunger, a growing population and devastating impacts of
agriculture on the environment, many experts are asking themselves: will we have enough food for
everyone?

UNESCO [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://en.unesco.org/news

Selected Latest News

Central American museums strengthen their capacities in collections conservation and risk
management
News
04/20/2021
UNESCO and partners launch 3D urban documentation of the historic areas of Beirut
affected by the explosions
The explosions of 4 August 2020 at the port of Beirut had a devastating impact on the historic areas
of the city, including Gemmayzeh, Mar Mikhail, and Karantina, which are home to a number of historic
monuments and sites, as well as important cultural industries contributing to the creative economy of
Lebanon…
04/21/2021

… The technical documentation, which is funded under the UNESCO Heritage Emergency Fund, will
provide crucial architectural data and detailed documentation to the DGA in order to guide the
rehabilitation of urban cultural spaces and selected historic landmark buildings, including the Sursock
Palace. In particular, a multiscale 3D model of the three historic areas will be developed, alongside a
higher-resolution survey of key historic monuments…
UNESCO designates eight new Global Geoparks
04/21/2021
UNESCO’s Executive Board has approved the designation of eight new UNESCO Global Geoparks,
which brings the number of sites participating in the Global Geoparks Network to 169 in 44 countries.
Making COVID-19 Vaccine a “global public good” for its timely allocation to Africa
19/04/2021

…In this context, the Framework for Fair, Equitable and Timely Allocation of COVID-19 Vaccines in
Africa, issued in January 2021 by Africa Centres for Disease Control and Prevention (Africa CDC) and
the South African Medical Research Council (SAMRC), as well as the UNESCO Ethics Commissions’ Call
for Global Vaccines Equity and Solidarity, issued in February 2021 as a joint statement by
UNESCO International Bioethics Committee (IBC) and the World Commission on the Ethics of Scientific
Knowledge and Technology (COMEST), needed to be reaffirmed for ensuring that a COVID-19 Vaccine
is considered a “global public good” that is accessible to everyone, irrespective of ethnicity, nationality,
gender, sexual orientation, race and religion. This is the rationale behind the Series of Community
Engagement and Experience Sharing Virtual Workshops on Ethical Considerations in Covid-19
immunization campaigns for its fair, equitable and timely allocation in Africa, with the first of the series
held on 14 April 2021.’’…
International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://www.icomos.org/en/

Announcements

ICOMOS and GHF join forces for cultural heritage and sustainable development
Written on 23 April 2021.
Great news comes with the International Day for Monuments and Sites this year as the International
Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) and the Global Heritage Fund (GHF) celebrated with the
signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on 18 April 2021… The partnership between
ICOMOS and GHF will raise awareness of projects embedding heritage as a driver for achieving the
Sustainable Development Goals. It is intended to develop an assessment framework that will evaluate
the sustainability of cultural heritage conservation projects in different parts of the world, using the
recently released ICOMOS policy, “Heritage and the Sustainable Development Goals: Policy Guidance
for Heritage and Development Actors”….
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp

Press Releases
No new digest content identified.

UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://unhabitat.org/

News

Japan donates USD 1.5 million to support refugees and the host community in Kenya’s
Turkana County
Friday 23 April, 2021
Guterres urges cities to embrace ‘generational opportunity’ for climate action, sustainable
development
Tuesday 20 April, 2021
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/

No new digest content identified.
World Food Programme [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://www.wfp.org/news

News releases

23 April 2021
International Chamber of Commerce and WFP partner to mobilize the private sector in
support of Zero Hunger around the globe
ROME/PARIS – The International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) and World Food Programme (WFP)
have launched a global partnership to engage the business community and foster strategic
collaborations at regional and national levels in support of the Sustainable Development Goals,
specifically Goal 2: Zero Hunger
23 April 2021
Aerial Assessments help Timor-Leste recover following the worst floods in 40 years
Dili – The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP), with support from Mission Aviation Fellowship
(MAF), has conducted a series of assessment flights on behalf of the Government to determine the
extent of agricultural and infrastructural damages caused by Cyclone Seroja that hit the Timor-Leste
early April.
22 April 2021
Escalating conflict in northern Mozambique pushes thousands into hunger and desperation
PEMBA, CABO DELGADO – Mozambique’s Cabo Delgado province is in the grips of a spiralling crisis as
thousands of people flee their homes amidst violence, warns the United Nations World Food
Programme (WFP).
22 April 2021
WFP to step up operations in response to fast rising hunger in Myanmar
YANGON, Myanmar – The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) is to mount a new food
assistance operation, targeting up to 2 million vulnerable people in the poor townships in Myanmar’s
main cities and other areas where population displacement has recently taken place.
21 April 2021
Russian Federation and WFP provide food to vulnerable Palestinians
JERUSALEM – The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) started delivering fortified wheat flour
for 72,000 people of the most vulnerable families in Gaza and the West Bank people for nine months,
thanks to a US$4 million grant from the Russian Federation.
20 April 2021
WFP launches an "Empty Feed" campaign this Ramadan
CAIRO - The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) launched this weekend a Ramadan
campaign on social media to raise awareness on the suffering of 690 million hungry people around the
world.
19 April 2021
WFP to provide school meals in Venezuela

PANAMA CITY– The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) has reached an agreement to
commence operations in Venezuela with the priority of serving the most vulnerable children.
19 April 2021
Building resilient communities top priority as WFP chief visits Central America
ROME – The visit to Central America by WFP Executive Director, David Beasley renews WFP’s
commitment to working with vulnerable communities, offering them sustainable livelihoods and food
security in their villages, giving them reasons to stay at home and reducing migration. During his visit
Beasley met families affected by climate change coupled with job losses and rising inequality, a fallout
of COVID-19.
ILO International Labour Organization [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm

Earth Day

Invest in climate education to build a better workforce for a greener future
22 April 2021
Climate and environmental literacy can help create jobs, build a green consumer market and allow
citizens to better engage with their governments about climate change.

International Labour Standards

Somalia recognizes decent work for women and men as the foundation of peace and
resilience
19 April 2021
Somalia’s ratification of the Violence and Harassment Convention, 2019 (No. 190) and six more ILO
Conventions was marked in a virtual ceremony with the ILO Director-General, Guy Ryder.
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://www.icao.int/

Latest News

ICAO marks Earth Day 2021 with new eco-airport publications
22/4/21
ICAO celebrates latest step in aviation innovation with code assignments for world-first
off-planet flight operation
20/4/21
ICAO Council President highlights challenges and path forward for post-pandemic aviation
19/4/2
IMO International Maritime Organization [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://www.imo.org/

Latest Press Briefings
No new digest content identified.

WMO World Meteorological Organization [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release

Press Releases

Climate change indicators and impacts worsened in 2020
Publish Date: 19 April 2021
Extreme weather combined with COVID-19 in a double blow for millions of people in 2020. However,
the pandemic-related economic slowdown failed to put a brake on climate change drivers and
accelerating impacts, according to a new report compiled by the World Meteorological Organization
(WMO) and an extensive network of partners.
UPU Universal Postal Union [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://www.upu.int/en/News-Media/Press/Press-Releases

Press Releases
No new digest content identified.

UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html

News
No new digest content identified.

International Organization for Standardization (ISO) [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://www.iso.org/news

News

By Clare Naden on 21 April 2021
Logging on to learn
New standard for distance learning just published.
ISO 29994, Education and learning services – Requirements for distance learning, provides
international guidance on distance learning to ensure agreed levels of quality and transparency. It is
intended to be used alongside ISO 29993, Learning services outside formal education – Service
requirements, with both covering educational services not offered by traditional universities and
schools.
By Clare Naden on 20 April 2021
Getting the best out of ISO 9001
Standards to support ISO 9001 have just been updated.
ISO 10014, Quality management systems – Managing an organization for quality results – Guidance
for realizing financial and economic benefits, is aimed at top management. It takes a structured
approach to achieving financial success using the quality management system and principles described
in the ISO 9000 family of management system standards.
UNWTO World Tourism Organization [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://www.unwto.org/news

News
All Regions,

UNWTO and IATA Collaborate on Destination Tracker to Restore Confidence in Travel
23 Apr 2021
The UNWTO-IATA Destination Tracker is a new free online tool for governments to provide
information on COVID-19 requirements for travel and the measures in place at the destination.
The tool is available through the websites of both organizations and will provide information on:
:: COVID-19 Indicators including infection rates, positivity rates, and vaccination roll out by
destination/country.
:: Air Travel Regulations, including test and quarantine requirements, provided by IATA’s Timatic
solution.
:: Destination Measures, including general health and safety requirements such as use of masks,
transit through a country, curfew, or regulations related to restaurants and attractions, provided by
national tourism organizations.
The Destination Tracker will fulfil a key need by providing clarity on COVID-19 measures affecting
tourism. The situation for travelers is complex with UNWTO data showing that one in three destinations
remains closed to tourists. Moreover, restrictions and in-country measures are continuously being
revised…
WIPO World Intellectual Property Organization [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/

Press releases

World Intellectual Property Day 2021 - "IP and SMEs: Taking Your Ideas to Market"
Small and medium-sized enterprises take center stage at this year’s celebration of World Intellectual
Property Day, with WIPO Director General Daren Tang describing them as the "unsung heroes" of the
global economy and an engine for growth in a post-pandemic world.
Apr 21, 2021 PR/2021/876
CBD Convention on Biological Diversity [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://www.cbd.int/

Announcements

23.04.2021 Virtual Science-Policy Forum identifies key biodiversity knowledge gaps and
priorities for science-policy research
:: Two thousand participants discussed options and solutions, including nature-based solutions, to
tackle biodiversity loss and climate change based on solid scientific knowledge and evidence.
:: Forum identified key knowledge gaps and priorities for science-policy research, needs for capacity
building and opportunities for increased technical and scientific cooperation.
:: Forum presents unique opportunity for scientists, policy makers and other relevant stakeholders to
exchange on recommendations of how science, technology and innovation can contribute to the
effective implementation of the post-2020 global biodiversity framework.
DARPA – Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency [U.S.] [to 24 Apr 2021
https://www.darpa.mil/news

News

4/19/2021

DARPA Selects Teams to Defend Against Chemical, Biological Threats from Inside and Out
Chemical and biological (CB) threats have become increasingly ubiquitous and diverse, presenting
significant risks to warfighters in theater and stability operators during pandemic outbreaks. State-ofthe-art personal protective equipment (PPE) can be bulky, heavy, and cumbersome, often severely
limiting user mobility and performance. The Personalized Protective Biosystem (PPB) program aims to
develop technology that reduces the need for burdensome protective equipment while increasing
individual protection against CB threats.
::::::
USAID [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/2021

Selected Press Releases, Statements, Announcements

World Malaria Day
April 23, 2021
This Sunday, World Malaria Day, we recognize how American generosity and compassion can change
lives. Fifteen years ago, the U.S. President’s Malaria Initiative (PMI) sparked hope around the world
that, together, we could end this suffering. The results have been truly incredible. Thanks to PMI, at
least 1 billion people have received nets to keep them safe from deadly mosquito bites. More than 700
million people have received life-saving treatment. Dedicated and caring health workers have advanced
their skills with 2 million trainings. Hundreds of labs have been equipped to track mosquito and
parasite mutations that threaten health security. Today, scientists believe we can end malaria in our
lifetimes.
United States Providing Humanitarian Assistance in Response to Damaging Typhoon
Surigae in Palau
April 20, 2021
The United States, through the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), is providing
$100,000 in immediate assistance to support people affected by Typhoon Surigae in Palau. Typhoon
Surigae is the first typhoon of the season in the western Pacific ocean, and has severely impacted
people in Palau’s outer islands and the main island. The slow moving typhoon brought significant rain
and heavy winds, causing inundating floods and resulting in damage to homes and properties.
USAID Welcomes Agreement Allowing the UN World Food Program to Provide Food
Assistance In Venezuela
April 19, 2021
The U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) welcomes the reaching of an agreement by
the UN World Food Program (WFP) to establish humanitarian operations in Venezuela. WFP will provide
critically needed food assistance and reach millions of children in need.
Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office [nee DFID] [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/foreign-commonwealth-development-office

Selected Press Releases. Announcements

UK sends life-saving medical equipment to India
UK announces more than 600 pieces of vital medical equipment will be sent to India to support the
country in its fight against Covid-19.
Updated: 25 April 2021

UK Official Development Assistance (ODA) allocations 2021 to 2022: written ministerial
statement
Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab updated the House of Commons on allocating Foreign, Commonwealth
& Development Office ODA budget for the financial year.
Updated: 21 April 2021
… The resulting portfolio marks a strategic shift, putting our aid budget to work alongside our
diplomatic network, our science and technology expertise and our economic partnerships in tackling
global challenges. We will focus on core HMG priorities for poverty reduction, including getting more
girls into school, providing urgent humanitarian support to those who need it most, and tackling global
threats like climate change, COVID recovery and other international health priorities. Based on OECD
data for 2020, the UK will be the third largest donor within the G7 as a percentage of GNI…
New global partnership launched to fight future pandemics
The Government will launch a new Pandemic Preparedness Partnership (PPP) to save lives from future
diseases and prevent another global pandemic.
Updated: 20 April 2021

[See Week in Review above for detail]
ECHO [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news

Latest News

EU allocates €149 million in humanitarian aid to the Greater Horn of Africa region
23/04/2021
As humanitarian needs increase in the Horn of Africa, the Commission has announced today new
funding of €149 million in aid for the wider region in 2021. Commissioner for Crisis Management, Janez
Lenarčič, said: “During the past year, the Greater...
EU allocates over €43 million in humanitarian aid to South Sudan
22/04/2021
Commissioner Lenarčič, who is currently in South Sudan, has announced today new funding of €43.5
million in humanitarian aid in the country. The funds will be used, among others, to help those most in
need, including with protection and food...
EU launches €100 million humanitarian initiative to support COVID-19 vaccination
campaigns in Africa
20/04/2021
Today, Commissioner for Crisis Management, Janez Lenarčič, will visit the Africa Centres for Disease
Control and Prevention (Africa CDC) in Addis Ababa. This visit marks the start of the implementation of
the EU's new humanitarian initiative in...
EU continues to address humanitarian needs in Ethiopia by allocating over €53 million
19/04/2021
The EU has announced today new funding of €53.7 million in humanitarian aid for the most
vulnerable people in Ethiopia, including those affected by the conflict in Ethiopia's Tigray region.
Commissioner for Crisis Management, Janez Lenarčič, who...

::::::
African Union [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://www.au.int/

News
No new digest content identified.
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://asean.org/category/news/asean-secretariat-news/

Secretariat News
No new digest content identified.

European Commission [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1

Latest
Statement 23 April 2021

Statement by Commissioner Kyriakides on the review by the European Medicines Agency
of the AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine
Following a formal request by the European Commission, the European Medicines Agency has
reviewed additional vaccination and epidemiological data submitted by Member States in relation to the
AstraZeneca vaccine.

Questions and answers 23 April 2021

Questions and Answers on the New European Bauhaus Prize
What is the objective of the New European Bauhaus prizes?
The first New European Bauhaus prizes will showcase good practices, examples, and concepts that
clearly illustrate the New European Bauhaus values of sustainability, aesthetics, and inclusion. These
examples must either already be implemented, or - if from students and young professionals (aged 30
or under) – should pave the way to the future.
The prizes should serve to exemplify the core pillars of the initiative, and therefore inspire its further
development…

Press release 23 April 2021

EU allocates €149 million in humanitarian aid to the Greater Horn of Africa region
As humanitarian needs increase in the Horn of Africa, the Commission has announced today new
funding of €149 million in aid for the wider region in 2021.

Press release 22 April 2021

EU allocates over €43 million in humanitarian aid to South Sudan
Commissioner Lenarčič, who is currently in South Sudan, has announced today new funding of €43.5
million in humanitarian aid in the country.

Press release 21 April 2021

Europe fit for the Digital Age: Commission proposes new rules and actions for excellence
and trust in Artificial Intelligence

The Commission proposes today new rules and actions aiming to turn Europe into the global hub for
trustworthy Artificial Intelligence (AI).

[See Week in Review above for detail]
Press release 20 April 2021

EU launches €100 million humanitarian initiative to support COVID-19 vaccination
campaigns in Africa
Today, Commissioner for Crisis Management, Janez Lenarčič, will visit the Africa Centres for Disease
control and Prevention (Africa CDC) in Addis Ababa.

Press release 19 April 2021

EU continues to address humanitarian needs in Ethiopia by allocating over €53 million
The EU has announced today new funding of €53.7 million in humanitarian aid for the most
vulnerable people in Ethiopia, including those affected by the conflict in Ethiopia's Tigray region.
OECD [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/publicationsdocuments/bydate/

Top Stories
No new digest content identified.

Organization of American States (OAS) [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://www.oas.org/en/

Press Releases

Statement from the OAS General Secretariat on Indiscriminate Operations by the
Venezuelan Army and Criminal/Terrorist Organizations on the Border with Colombia
April 21, 2021

[See Week in Review above for detail]

Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://www.oic-oci.org/

Selected Press Releases

International Girls in ICT Day: Al-Othaimeen Calls for Accommodating More Girls and
Women
On the occasion of the International Girls in ICT Day celebrated by the international community on
the fourth Thursday of April every year, Secretary General of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation,
Dr. Yousef A. Al-Othaimeen emphasized on the important role of technology and digital communication
for connecting people. Dr. Al-Othaimeen stressed the significance of technology particularly during
these times when most countries of the world are still following strict safety and precautionary
measures of social distancing and travel bans to prevent and control the spread of coronavirus disease
(COVID-19) pandemic....
22/04/2021
Group of 77 [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://www.g77.org/

Latest Statements and Speeches

Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by Ambassador Boubacar Diallo, G-77 Coordinator,
Permanent Mission of the Republic of Guinea to the UN, at the informal dialogue for the UN pledging
conference for development activities (New York, 20 April 2021)
::::::
UNCTAD [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://unctad.org/media-centre

Press Releases
No new digest content identified.
World Customs Organization – WCO [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://www.wcoomd.org/

Latest News – Selected Items

20 April 2021
The SAFE Working Group endorses the SAFE 2021 Framework of Standards after a
successful Review Cycle and paves the way to prioritize its activities in line with the WCO’s
COVID-19 Action Plan
WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm

WTO News and Events

Members note sharp downturn in LDCs’ trade, discuss role of trade in eradicating poverty
19 April 2021
An analysis of least-developed countries’ (LDCs) trade flows in 2020, presented to WTO members at
a meeting of the Sub-Committee on LDCs on 19 April, revealed that the negative impact of the COVID19 pandemic on trade was worse for LDCs than for the world as a whole. In addition, delegations
discussed preparations for the Fifth United Nations Conference on LDCs as well as the latest research
on LDCs carried out by the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD)…
Introduced by UNCTAD, “The least-developed countries report 2020 — productive capacities for the
new decade” notes that LDCs were innovative in setting up measures to combat the crisis, both
productive and institutional. For example, Senegal came up with rapid COVID-19 testing facilities and
Bangladesh revamped its manufacturing production capacity.
Yet, it is estimated that over 300 million people are still living in extreme poverty, according to
UNCTAD. The organization's new productive capacities index indicates that LDCs lag behind other
developing countries in several productive capacity areas. The transition to a digital economy remains
pending. This is due to costly adoption of new technological capabilities, to insufficient skills and
inadequate infrastructure. Policies are needed to develop LDCs' productive capacities through
investment and industrial transition…
::::::
IPU Inter-Parliamentary Union [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases

Press releases

22/04/2021
Parliaments are getting (slightly) younger according to latest IPU data
The global proportion of MPs aged under 30 has edged up to 2.6 per cent, according to the latest
IPU report on Youth Participation in National Parliaments. This represents an increase of 0.4
percentage points compared with two years ago. However, with 50 per cent of the world’s population
under 30, the report highlights a sizeable deficit in the political representation of young people
worldwide…
International Court of Justice [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases

Latest Press Releases
Press release No. 2021/15

19 April 2021
The Court commemorates the 75th anniversary of its inaugural sitting

[See Week in Review above for detail]

International Criminal Court (ICC) [to 24 Apr 2021]

Trying individuals for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity
https://www.icc-cpi.int/

News

Andres Parmas elected member of the Board of Directors of the Trust Fund for Victims
Press Release 21 April 2021
::::::
World Bank [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all

Selected News, Announcements

COVID 19: Debt Service Suspension Initiative
In the interest of greater transparency, this webpage offers a country-by-country accounting of DSSI
participants and the amounts they owe to creditors, based on information from the World Bank’s
International...
Date: April 23, 2021 Type: Brief
The World Bank & the EdTech Hub
The EdTech Hub is a global non-profit research partnership sponsored by the UK FCDO, Bill &
Melinda Gates Foundation and the World Bank to empower people by giving them the evidence they
need to make decisions...
Date: April 23, 2021 Type: Brief
Remarks by World Bank Group President David Malpass at the Leaders Summit on Climate
Special Presidential Envoy for Climate John Kerry: My next question is for David Malpass, President of
the World Bank Group. The World Bank Group is the largest provider of multilateral funding and
finance...
Date: April 22, 2021 Type: Speeches and Transcripts

Blockchain for Education: Creating an Open Architecture for the Learning Economy
The Blockchain for Education Community of Practice The World Bank's Blockchain for Education
Community of Practice (COP) brings together individuals and organizations working on the use of
blockchain technologies...
Date: April 21, 2021 Type: Brief
World Bank Financing for COVID-19 Vaccine Rollout Reaches $2 Billion
Date: April 20, 2021 Type: Press Release

[See COVID – Access above for detail]

World Bank Approves $30 Million to Support COVID-19 Vaccination Rollout in Rwanda
WASHINGTON, April 16, 2021 — The World Bank’s Board of Executive Directors approved $30
million in additional financing to the Republic of Rwanda for the acquisition and deployment of safe
and...
Date: April 16, 2021 Type: Press Release
World Bank Approves $30 Million to Support COVID-19 Vaccination Rollout in Rwanda
WASHINGTON, April 16, 2021 — The World Bank’s Board of Executive Directors approved $30
million in additional financing to the Republic of Rwanda for the acquisition and deployment of safe
and...
Date: April 16, 2021 Type: Press Release
IMF [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article

News, Announcements
No new digest content identified.

African Development Bank Group [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://www.afdb.org/en

Press Releases

Africa’s recovery pathway offers enormous opportunities, African Development Bank head
says at EU-Africa Green Investment Forum
23-Apr-2021 - Sounding a note of optimism at the European Union-Africa Green Investment Forum
on Friday, African Development Bank President Dr. Akinwumi A. Adesina reminded global audiences of
the continent’s vast opportunities for green growth. “Africa is a huge market offering incredible
opportunities. The recovery pathway offers enormous opportunities. Recovery must be green and build
climate resilience. Recovery must boost green investments,” Adesina said in a keynote address.
Leaders Summit on Climate: African Development Bank President says the continent is
“ground zero” of the crisis as major economies boost climate targets
23-Apr-2021 - African Development Bank President Dr. Akinwumi A. Adesina on Thursday joined 40
heads of state and government at the Leaders Summit on Climate, where the United States, Japan and
Canada announced ambitious climate targets to address the escalating emergency.
African trade finance sees $5 bn in portfolio outflows in Q1 2020 due to Covid-19, but
opportunities exist - report

22-Apr-2021 - Constrained global financial conditions caused by Covid-19 have led to massive
portfolio outflows from Africa, exceeding $5 billion in the first quarter of 2020, a new continent-wide
survey on trade finance has shown. About $3.1 billion left the South African market alone, the report
found.
Covid-19 pandemic impetus for greater regional integration, African countries told at
presentation of regional integration index report
19-Apr-2021 - As countries rebuild their economies following COVID-19, Africa needs to step up
productive and infrastructural integration, participants heard at a regional presentation of the African
Regional Integration Index (ARII) held virtually last week. The index, a joint publication of the
Economic Commission for Africa, the African Development Bank and the African Union Commission,
provides up-to-date data on the status of regional integration in Africa and assesses the level of
integration for every regional economic community and its member...
Asian Development Bank [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://www.adb.org/news/releases

[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of countrylevel announcements are added each week]
Latest News Releases
22 Apr 2021
ADB Issues Gender Bonds in Canadian Dollars and Australian Dollars
ADB launched back-to-back gender bonds this week with a CAD750 million (around $596 million) 7year bond in the Canadian dollar maple market and a AUD700 million (around $542 million) 4.5-year
bond in the Australian dollar...
22 Apr 2021
ADB, The Nature Conservancy Agree to Joint Action on Nature-Positive Investments
The Asian Development Bank and The Nature Conservancy today agreed to a new partnership for
action on nature-positive investments, environmental sustainability, and action on climate change
throughout Asia and the Pacific.
21 Apr 2021
ADB Delivers Strong Results in Responding to COVID-19
ADB swiftly met its clients’ COVID-19 pandemic response needs in 2020 while remaining aligned with
long-term strategic priorities, according to its Development Effectiveness Review released today.
20 Apr 2021
$50 Million ADB Grant to Support COVID-19 Vaccine Rollout in Afghanistan
The Asian Development Bank today approved a $50 million grant to help the Government of
Afghanistan procure and deploy safe, high-quality COVID-19 vaccines, and strengthen the country’s
capacity to implement its vaccine program.
19 Apr 2021
ADB, Habitat for Humanity to Support Housing Microloans for Vulnerable Communities
ADB has teamed with Habitat for Humanity International to help microfinance institutions deliver
housing loans to low-income families in rural and peri-urban areas of Bangladesh, India, Indonesia, and
the Philippines.

Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html

[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of countrylevel announcements are added each week]
News

Beijing, April 21, 2021
First Meeting of the Heads of the Multilateral Development Banks 2021
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank’s (AIIB) President Jin Liqun chaired the first meeting in 2021 of
the Heads of the Multilateral Development Banks (MDB) today.
Beijing, April 21, 2021
AIIB Launches Sustainable Development Bond ...
Today, the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) launched a new framework to help the
investor community better assess how the Bank is living up to its sustainability commitments.
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news

News

22 APR
Feeding Africa: Leadership to scale up successful innovations
21 APR
Potential game-changing systemic solutions for the UN Food Systems Summit: Advancing
equitable livelihoods
Islamic Development Bank [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://www.isdb.org/

News

Groundbreaking SOFR-linked Sukuk Issued by the Islamic Development Bank
Jeddah, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, 20 April 2021 - The Islamic Development Bank (IsDB - the Bank)
has issued its first-ever Secured Overnight Financing Rate (SOFR)-linked Sukuk in the global capital
markets… IsDB’ s debut SOFR-linked Sukuk is a 3-year Floating Rate Note (FRN) that raised US$ 400
million from a single investor on a Private Placement basis. The transaction is “another pioneering
effort of IsDB as the Sukuk market leader in the Islamic capital market”, said Dr. Bandar Hajjar,
President of IsDB…
*

*

*

*

:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch
We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new research and
major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, collaborations, and initiatives
across the human rights, humanitarian response and development spheres of action. WE will not

reference fundraising announcements, programs, events or appeals, and generally not include content
which is primarily photo-documentation or video in format.
Action Contre la Faim – Action Against Hunger [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org

Communiqués de presse
République Démocratique du Congo

L’Ituri : entre conflit et malnutrition
19 avril 2021
Depuis fin 2017, l’Ituri fait face à un conflit armé nourri par des tension
intercommunautaires entre Lendus et Hema, deux grands groupes ethniques présents dans cette zone
à l’Est de la République démocratique du Congo.

Nigeria

Des attaques incessantes dans le nord-est du Nigeria forcent les organisations
humanitaires à suspendre leur aide à la population
16 avril 2021
Au nord-est du Nigéria, une série d’attaques menées par des groupes armés dans la ville de
Damasak, visant notamment plusieurs complexes humanitaires, a contraint la majorité de la population
à fuir la ville et les organisations humanitaires à suspendre leurs opérations.
Alliance for International Medical Action (ALIMA) [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://alima.ngo/en/

PRESS RELEASES
No new digest content identified.

Amref Health Africa [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://newsroom.amref.org/category/press-releases/

Selected Press Releases
No new digest content identified.

Aravind Eye Care System [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://aravind.org/

Aravind News
No new digest content identified.

Blue Shield International [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://theblueshield.org/category/bsi-news/

BSI News
No new digest content identified.
BRAC [to 24 Apr 2021]

http://www.brac.net/#news

Latest

April 25, 2021
Liberating Bangladesh from malaria: How far have we come in the last 50 years?
23 April 2021
BRAC to start antigen test from Saturday
April 22, 2021
Snapshot: 9 ways BRAC is prioritising the Earth
April 21, 2021
Climate resiliency through the lens of ultra-poverty: Six interventions from BRAC
Clubhouse International [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html

News/Events

Clubhouse International Launches New Service Portal
April 21, 2021
Clubhouse International today announced the launch of our newest resource for people and
organizations working to change the world of mental health – a global self-service portal for our
worldwide Clubhouse Community.
Danish Refugee Council [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://drc.ngo/

Press Releases
Denmark

DRC’s reaction to Denmark’s decision to revoke Syrian refugees’ residence permits
21. April 2021
In March, the civil war in Syria marked a sad ten-year anniversary. But despite the ongoing conflict
and clear evidence of the dangers facing refugees who return, the Danish authorities have decided that
the general security conditions in Damascus and the greater Damascus area have improved sufficiently
that Syrian refugees in Denmark should return. As a result, so far more than 250 Syrians in Denmark
have had their residence permits either withdrawn or not extended in the first instance by the Danish
Immigration Service.

Global

Aid organisations call on governments to give a single day’s military spending to fight
hunger
20. April 2021
Only 26 hours of global military spending is enough to cover the $5.5 billion needed to help most at
risk.
ECPAT [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://www.ecpat.net/news

News from ECPAT

The sexual exploitation of boys in Thailand – join us 28 April for the report launch
20/4/2021
ECPAT International came together over 30 years ago in Chiang Mai, alerted by growing child sexual
exploitation in the context of travel and tourism in Asia. Now, we offer a new spotlight onto an issue
that has long been ignored by the world: the sexual exploitation of Boys.
EIFL – Electronic Information for Libraries [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://www.eifl.net/news

EIFL works with libraries to enable access to knowledge for education, learning, research and
sustainable community development
News
No new digest content identified.
Fountain House [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://www.fountainhouse.org/

Press Releases/Events

Statement from President and CEO, Dr. Ashwin Vasan, regarding the guilty verdict in the
George Floyd murder case
April 20, 2021
GE2P2 Global [to 24 Apr 2021]
www.ge2p2.org

News/Analysis/Statements/Webinars
:: Past weekly editions of Vaccines and Global Health: The Week in Review are available here.
:: [NEW] Webinar Recording - Posting of Informed Consent Content on Clinical Trials
Registries Center for Informed Consent Integrity Webinar Series - 21 April 2021
Humanity & Inclusion [nee Handicap International] [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://hi.org/en/index

News

Sierra Leone: a devastating fire in Freetown leaves thousands homeless and in shock
Emergency | Sierra Leone | PUBLISHED ON April 22nd 2021
Heifer International [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://www.heifer.org/

Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports
No new digest content identified.
HelpAge International [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://www.helpage.org/newsroom/latest-news/

Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports

No new digest content identified.
ICRC [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new

Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports
No new digest content identified.
IFRC [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/

Selected Press Releases, Announcements
Europe, Greece, Italy, Serbia, Spain

COVID-19: IFRC warns Europe’s poorest countries are being left behind, as deaths hit grim
milestone
As Europe reaches the grim milestone of 50 million infections and 1 million lives lost to COVID-19, IFRC
calls for more equitable access to vaccination to counter disparities across countries and ensure no one
is left behind.
21 April 2021

Afghanistan

Afghanistan: 13 million lack food as drought crisis bites
Kuala Lumpur, Kabul, Geneva, 20 April 2021 – The International Federation of Red Cross and Red
Crescent Societies (IFRC) says urgent action is needed to avert a deepening crisis in Afghanistan as
one third of the country’s population is going without a …
20 April 2021
La Soufrière volcanic eruptions: IFRC warns of immediate and long-term humanitarian
needs
Kingston/Geneva, 19 April 2021 – Near 20,000 people have been directly affected by La Soufrière
volcanic eruptions in St. Vincent and The Grenadines (SVG). As La Soufrière volcano remains highly
active, these numbers may increase in the coming weeks an …
19 April 2021
International Medical Corps (IMC) [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/

Selected Press Releases/Updates / Alerts
Press Release
No new digest content identified.

IRC International Rescue Committee [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index

Media highlights [Selected]
Press Release

International Rescue Committee's Senior Director of Policy and Advocacy, Amanda
Catanzano, at the Senate Foreign Relations Committee Hearing on Yemen

April 21, 2021

Press Release

Aid organisations call on governments to give a single day’s military spending to fight
hunger
April 20, 2021
IRCT [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://irct.org/

Latest News
No new digest content identified.
Islamic Relief Worldwide [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://www.islamic-relief.org/

Selected Press Releases

Vulnerable people are paying the price as bank ‘de-risking’ undermines humanitarian aid
Published: 23 April, 2021
Hearing aids give hope to Syrian refugee children
Published: 22 April, 2021
Feeling good this Earth Day won’t avert climate catastrophe
Published: 22 April, 2021
“Things feel calmer in Ramadan”: Supporting the people of Myanmar through the holy
month
Published: 21 April, 2021
Together we can end global hunger for good
Published: 20 April, 2021
Aid organisations call on governments to give a single day’s military spending to fight
hunger
Published: 20 April, 2021
Why sincerity matters in Covid-stricken Bangladesh this Ramadan
Published: 19 April, 2021
Landsea [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/

No new digest content identified.

Medecins du Monde [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/

Selected Press Releases
No new digest content identified.
Mercy Corps [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases

News Releases & Alerts

April 21, 2021
Mercy Corps Urges U.N. to Renew Lifeline for Syrians
COVAX demonstrates cross-border access is vital for vaccine distribution, aid delivery
April 20, 2021
Statement by Mercy Corps CEO Tjada D’Oyen McKenna on the Verdict Reached in the Trial
of Derek Chauvin
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://www.msf.org/

Latest [Selected Announcements
Mediterranean migration

Ongoing human tragedy in Mediterranean following 130 people feared dead
Statement 23 Apr 2021

Malaria

Pumps, bicycles and satellites: fighting malaria in Burundi
Project Update 22 Apr 2021

Ethiopia Tigray crisis

Tigray violence scatters people across two countries
Crisis Update 22 Apr 2021

Peru

COVID-19 leaves high numbers of deaths and overwhelmed hospitals in Peru
Press Release 20 Apr 2021

Refugees, IDPs and people on the move

Deportations put migrants’ lives at risk in Niger
Project Update 20 Apr 2021
Operation Smile [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office
Program Schedule

Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve every
opportunity for safe surgical care.
OXFAM [to 24 Apr 2021]

https://www.oxfam.org/en/

Press Releases

Oxfam urges more ambition and action after Earth Day Summit
23 April 2021
As the Earth Day Summit concluded, Oxfam applauded President Biden for convening world leaders
in an effort to increase global climate ambition, lower emissions, and build resilience. However, more
action is needed to avert dangerous climate change impacts that are already disproportionally harming
those who are most vulnerable.
Pharmaceutical giants shell out billions to shareholders as world confronts vaccine
apartheid
22 April 2021
Ahead of shareholder meetings for the giant pharmaceutical corporations, the People’s Vaccine
Alliance calculates that Pfizer, Johnson & Johnson and AstraZeneca have paid out $26 billion in
dividends and stock buybacks to their shareholders in the past 12 months.
Earth Day Summit must catalyze global climate action
21 April 2021
On the eve of the Earth Day Summit, Oxfam is calling for President Biden and world leaders
attending the virtual summit to urgently ramp up ambition to tackle the climate crisis.
Closure of model camp on Greek islands amidst horrific living conditions is cause for
concern
21 April 2021
Greece’s decision to close a good-practice refugee camp must be questioned. The shutting down of
Kare Tepe, which functions as an alternative living space, is disappointing especially when the
alternative is the unsafe and unsanitary living conditions in Mavrovouni (Moria 2.0).
Aid organisations call on governments to give a single day’s military spending to fight
hunger
19 April 2021
A year on since the UN warned of “famines of biblical proportions”, rich donors have funded just 5
percent of the UN’s $7.8bn food security appeal for 2021. More than 200 NGOs published an open
letter today calling upon all governments to urgently increase aid to stop over 34 million people, from
being pushed to the brink of starvation this year.
EU Sahel Strategy: A Patchwork Policy?
19 April 2021
In reaction to the release of the EU-Sahel Strategy, Evelien van Roemburg, head of Oxfam EU office,
said…
Norwegian Refugee Council [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://www.nrc.no/

Latest news
Global|Somalia|South Sudan|Syria|Yemen | 21. Apr 2021

Reaction to UK announcement of cuts to foreign aid

Today the UK Government confirmed the drastic extent of its aid cuts to global humanitarian
operations, which have been a lifeline to millions of vulnerable people around the world. In the coming
year, the UK will spend £906m to support to humanitarian preparedness and response. This represents
a more than 40 per cent drop compared to the 2019. At the same time, a record 235 million people will
need humanitarian assistance and protection throughout 2021, a near 40 per cent increase on 2020.

Somalia | 21. Apr 2021

Somalia braces for record levels of displacement as drought takes hold
Somalia is bracing for record levels of displacement this year as drought ravages parts of the
country, leaving tens of thousands of people without water and livelihoods.
Pact [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://www.pactworld.org/

Latest News

April 22, 2021
The private sector must step up against climate change, and foreign aid is helping
companies do it
Since the late 18th century, global economic development has increased exponentially, and with it the
demand for fossil fuels to power these industrial...
Partners In Health [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://www.pih.org/news

News

Alleviating Stress in a Contact Tracing Workforce
Wellness & Peer Support program helps employees manage rising anxiety, emotional toll of
pandemic
April 23, 2021
PIH Breaks Ground on Maternal Center of Excellence in Sierra Leone
The Maternal Center of Excellence in Sierra Leone has a significance that's bigger than a building.
With its groundbreaking, more women and children will receive quality care in coming years, and an
increasing number of clinicians will access specialized training to better care for patients.
April 23, 2021
Climate Change Is A Global Health Emergency
As PIH has seen firsthand in its work around the world, climate change isn't just a threat to our
environment—it's a threat to our health.
April 20, 2021
PATH [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://www.path.org/media-center/

Press Releases
No new digest content identified.

Plan International/BORNEfonden [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre

No new digest content identified.

Save The Children [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://www.savethechildren.net/news

News

23 April 2021 - Global
ASEAN leaders must put Myanmar’s children at front and centre of talks
21 April 2021 - Belgium
‘Chilling to the bone that thousands of migrant children are missing in Europe’
21 April 2021 - Syria
Denmark sacrificing the future of 70 Syrian children
20 April 2021 - United Kingdom
Aid organisations to governments: give a single day’s military spending to fight hunger
19 April 2021 - Global
INDIA: COVID spike further risks children’s education, mental health
Tostan [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://www.tostan.org

News/Events

Leadership Transition: Partnering for Success
Apr 20, 2021 |
Molly Melching (Tostan's Founder) and Elena Bonometti (Tostan's CEO) are featured in a webinar
hosted by Ashoka's Elders Council for Social Entrepreneurs titled "'Don’t stop me now:' What’s it like
taking over from the founder." They are talking about their experience...
Women for Women International [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://www.womenforwomen.org/blogs

Blogs & Updates

April 23, 2021
By: Antoinette Uwimana
Thinking Ahead: Women for Women Rwanda in 2021
Article
World Vision [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://wvi.org/

Newsroom

Indiscriminate attacks continue in northern Syria
April 24th 2021

Climate Change could push millions to the edge of survival warns World Vision
April 22nd 2021
Aid organisations call on governments to give a single day’s military spending to fight hu...
April 19th 2021
::::::
Electronic Frontiers Foundation [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://www.eff.org/updates?type=press_release

Press Releases
Press Release | April 23, 2021

EFF and ACLU Ask Supreme Court to Review Case Against Warrantless Searches of
International Travelers’ Phones and Laptops
Washington, D.C. —The Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF), the American Civil Liberties Union, and
the ACLU of Massachusetts today filed a petition for a writ of certiorari, asking the Supreme Court to
hear a challenge to the Department of Homeland Security’s policy and practice of warrantless and
suspicionless searches of...

Press Release | April 21, 2021

EFF Sues Proctorio on Behalf of Student It Falsely Accused of Copyright Infringement to
Get Critical Tweets Taken Down
Phoenix, Arizona—The Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF) filed a lawsuit today against Proctorio Inc.
on behalf of college student Erik Johnson, seeking a judgment that he didn’t infringe the company’s
copyrights when he linked to excerpts of its software code in tweets criticizing the software
maker.Proctorio, a developer of...

Press Release | April 19, 2021

Video Hearings Tuesday and Wednesday: EFF Will Tell Copyright Office That Consumers
Should Have the Freedom to Fix, Modify Digital Devices They Own
San Francisco—On Tuesday, April 20, and Wednesday, April 21, experts from the Electronic Frontier
Foundation (EFF) fighting copyright abuse will testify at virtual hearings held by the Copyright Office in
favor of exemptions to the Digital Millennium Copyright Act (DMCA) so people who have purchased
digital devices—from cameras and...
Freedom House [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://freedomhouse.org/

Latest Updates

United States: Freedom House Applauds Recognition of Armenian Genocide
Press release
April 24, 2021
Open Letter Urges Biden Administration Not to Waive Conditions on Military Aid to Egypt
Advocacy letter
April 22, 2021

Myanmar: United States Must Escalate Pressure on Coup Leaders to End Violent
Repression
Press release
April 21, 2021
United States: Conviction of Officer in George Floyd Murder Case Should Be Used as a
Chance for Change
Press release
April 20, 2021
Civil Society Organizations Declare Their Resounding Rejection and Demand the Repeal of
the New Registration Measure for Terrorism and Other Crimes in Venezuela
Joint statement
April 20, 2021
Turkey: Ahmet Altan’s Release Sets Important Precedent for Political Prisoners
Press release
April 15, 2021
Human Rights Watch [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://www.hrw.org/

Featured Commentary, Announcements, Statements

April 22, 2021
Bolsonaro’s Empty Promises to Protect the Amazon
Speaking at the Leaders Summit on Climate convened by the United States today, Brazilian President
Jair Bolsonaro insisted he’s committed to protecting the Amazon and even pledged more resources for
environmental law enforcement. But since taking office in 2019, his administration has done nothing
but accelerate the destruction of the rainforest.
April 23, 2021 News Release
Cameroon: Ensure Credible Inquiry on Covid-19 Funds
April 23, 2021 Dispatches
Hungary’s Scrapping of NGO Law Insufficient to Protect Civil Society
Lydia Gall
Senior Researcher, Eastern Europe and Western Balkans
April 22, 2021 News Release
Dominican Republic: End Total Abortion Ban
Transparency International [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases

Press

Albania: Alarm over indications of personal data breach, election campaign violations
The Albanian authorities should, without any further delay, determine whether the ruling party
obtained Tirana voters’ personal data from government registries, Transparency International said
today.…

22 April 2021
Nearly 100 civil society groups call on UN General Assembly to take action on globalised
corruption, task a new expert group with proposing solutions
Issued by Transparency International, UNCAC Coalition and Integrity Initiatives International
To tackle transnational, large-scale and high-level forms of corruption, UN member states should task a
special intergovernmental expert group with the development of concrete solutions, say 96…
20 April 2021
:::::
ChildFund Alliance [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://childfundalliance.org/

News/ Statements
No new digest content identified.
CONCORD [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://concordeurope.org/

Latest News and Events
No new digest content identified.
The Elders [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://theelders.org/news-insight

Selected Press Releases and Major Announcements
Statement

President Biden's Leaders Summit on Climate: a welcome step but major powers must do
more
23 April 2021
Mary Robinson welcomes climate commitments made as President Biden convenes world leaders, but
calls for increased ambition from major economies ahead of COP26, particularly on climate finance.

Guest Blog

Winning the fight against climate change: The pivotal role of young people
22 April 2021
Chibeze Ezekiel, a climate activist from Ghana, reflects on the power of grassroots and youth
activism in forcing climate action and the need to allow young people to co-create their futures.

Videos

We must listen to the young people on the frontlines of climate change
22 Apr 2021
Mary Robinson calls on world leaders to meaningfully include youth in tackling climate change ahead of
COP26, and encourage intergenerational dialogue, as The Elders launch the Intergenerational Climate
Blog Series 2021.

News

Ban Ki-moon calls on UN Security Council to act over Myanmar crisis

20 Apr 2021
Ban Ki-moon calls on the UN Security Council to take decisive steps to address the crisis in Myanmar
and support the restoration of constitutional rule, following the coup of 1 February.

Speech

China’s ambition can make a crucial difference on climate
20 Apr 2021
Mary Robinson urges China and its international partners to act together to strengthen climate action,
in a keynote address to the 20th Boao Forum for Asia.

Speech

The UN and its regional partners have a ‘fleeting window’ to cooperate on Myanmar
19 Apr 2021
Highlighting the situation in Myanmar, Ban Ki-moon calls on the UN Security Council to work with
regional partners to maintain peace and security.
Evidence Aid [to 24 Apr 2021]

Evidence Aid aims to save lives and livelihoods in disasters by providing decision-makers with the best
available evidence and by championing its use.
http://www.evidenceaid.org/

New Resources

Oxygen targets during mechanical ventilation for acute respiratory distress syndrome
(search up to 15 May 2020)Added April 23, 2021
Rehabilitation for COVID-19 patients (search up to 2 March 2021)Added April 23, 2021
Incubation period for COVID-19 (search up to 1 December 2020)Added April 21, 2021
Suicide and infectious disease-related public health emergencies (search up to 16 May
2020)Added April 21, 2021
Suicide and the COVID-19 pandemic (research up to 7 June 2020)Added April 21, 2021
Telemedicine for patients with urogynecologic conditions (research up to 31 March
2020)Added April 21, 2021
Squama Manitis (pangolin scale): no evidence to support its use in health care (research
up to 1 May 2020)Added April 21, 2021
Gavi [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://www.gavi.org/

News Releases

23 April 2021
France makes important vaccine dose donation to COVAX

Getty Conservation Institute [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://www.getty.edu/research/

Latest News

Unfinished, Fraying: Processes of Exhibition Making
Talk
Apr 27, 2021, 7p.m. , Location: Online
Global Fund [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/

News & Stories

Global Fund Applauds Netherlands’ Contribution to ACT-Accelerator
20 April 2021
The Global Fund warmly welcomed the announcement by the Netherlands of a contribution of €52
million to the Access to COVID-19 Tools (ACT) Accelerator – a groundbreaking global collaboration to
accelerate development, production, and equitable access to COVID-19 tests, treatments, and
vaccines.
Of the new funds, €12 million will be channeled through the Global Fund to strengthen its response
to the COVID-19 pandemic while protecting gains made against HIV, tuberculosis, and malaria over the
last two decades. The rest, €40 million, will be invested in the purchase of vaccines through COVAX –
the vaccines pillar of the ACT-Accelerator. This latest commitment follows €85 million the Netherlands
has contributed to the global response to COVID-19 since the pandemic began, bringing its total
investment to date to €137 million…
Hilton Prize Coalition [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/

Website not responding at inquiry…a continuing condition.
ICVA - International Council of Voluntary Agencies [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://icvanetwork.org/

Latest resources, events, content

Risk Management & Funding Partnerships - E-learning webinar
April 28, 2021 - 3:00pm to 4:30pm
Online
InterAction [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://www.interaction.org/

Latest Updates
Challenges to Civil Society

Building Connections and Trust to Counter Disinformation
Alessandra Restifo | Apr 23, 2021

Challenges to Civil Society

InterAction CEO Roundtable on Climate Leadership: A Conversation with the Biden
Administration

Apr 21, 2021

Challenges to Civil Society

The Role of Global Civil Society in Supporting a Genuinely Transformative, Inclusive &
Ambitious G7
Sam Worthington | Apr 20, 2021

Global & Public Policy Positions

Three Takeaways from InterAction’s Analysis on GRF Pledges
Eric Smith, Priscilla Yoon | Apr 19, 2021
::::::
3ie International Initiative for Impact Evaluation [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://www.3ieimpact.org/

Publications/Events/Blogs

Mapping energy efficiency interventions
Evidence Gap Map Report 17, 2021
Miriam Berretta, Collins Zamawe, Paul J Ferraro, Neal Haddaway, Jan Minx, Birte Snilstveit and John
Eyers
Authors of this report present the findings from an evidence gap map of interventions that promote
energy efficiency and energy conservation.
CHS Alliance [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://chsalliance.org/

Our Impact
No new digest content identified.
Development Initiatives [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://devinit.org/news/

News

22 April 2021
DI’s response to Raab’s statement on aid cuts

The impact of cuts will be felt now and into the future, and the lack of transparency seriously impedes
effective aid spending
After months of speculation about which programmes would be affected by UK aid cuts, neither
yesterday’s written statement by the Foreign Secretary nor his appearance before the International
Development Committee this morning have provided the necessary details…
::::::
Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action
(ALNAP)
[to 24 Apr 2021]
http://www.alnap.org/

News/Blog/Events
No new digest content identified.

Disasters Emergency Committee [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre

LATEST PRESS RELEASES
No new digest content identified.

EHLRA/R2HC/HIF [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/

News

Cuts to UK aid budget devastating blow for world’s poorest
22.04.2021
… In a year when we have witnessed the importance of UK-funded research and the extraordinary
hope science and innovation can provide with the development of COVID-19 vaccines, we believe a
humanitarian response based on evidence and proven innovation is vital.
At Elrha we work with researchers and innovators in the humanitarian community to find solutions
that can deliver better aid. And the robust research we fund creates better health outcomes for people
affected by crises. We fear these cuts will reduce their ability to deliver that work at a time when the
world needs it most.”
Geneva Centre of Humanitarian Studies [nee CERAH] – [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://humanitarianstudies.ch/

News/Events
No new digest content identified.
Groupe URD [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://www.urd.org/en/

Publications, Events, News
Projects
Studies and research

Localisation in the light of the COVID-19 pandemic and future systemic crises
April 2021 - september 2021
During 2020, with the impact of the pandemic, local actors showed just how important they are in
systemic crises of this kind. At the same time, the limits of the dominant model of partnership-based
relations in the humanitarian sector became apparent. Groupe URD has decided to explore new
practices to help establish new forms of partnership and collaboration between local, national and
international aid organisations.
International Humanitarian Studies Association [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://ihsa.info/

Weekly humanitarian blog posts selection

Bigger and better innovations for localisation
12th-18th April

As the second wave of the COVID-19 pandemic and its new variants spread and rise across India, we
have a selection of humanitarian studies blogs that make us painfully aware of the stress, anxiety, and
worries associated with such a humanitarian crisis.
The pandemic coincides with floods and landslides in Timor-Leste, exposes theflaws in food and
farming systems in Nigeria, raises demand for more aid accountability in South Sudan, and is testing
commitment to global racial equity. All these considerations have raised the need for rethinking
humanitarian manifold.
This collection of blog posts highlights several themes including the rare interplay of humanitarian
resistance and military authorities; search for better and bigger innovations for localisation; and the
optimism offered by the rise in global aid in 2020 tempered with the system wide stress of the
pandemic.
Other themes covered include, the forward looking yet not known use of artificial intelligence to
improve humanitarian management, and the urgent need for a humanitarian care at the top levels of
the UN: which will invariably shape how the future of global humanitarianism unfolds
INEE – an international network for education in emergencies [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://inee.org/

News
Report

Non-formal Education for Adolescents and Youth in Crisis and Conflict: a Proposed
Taxonomy and Background Paper
Published 20 April 2021
Published byb Inter-agency Network for Education in Emergencies (INEE)
Non-formal education (NFE) programs offer an alternative to formal education for out-of-school
children, adolescents, and youth, and for learners for whom the formal education system is not a good
fit, providing a flexible, responsive education that is better suited to the unique circumstances of these
groups. However, NFE programming in crisis and conflict settings currently varies widely in its content,
delivery modalities, educational quality, the certification provided upon completion of the program (or
lack thereof), and target populations.
The Background Paper and Proposed Taxonomy summarizes the historical and current use of terms
related to NFE, reflects on current policy and programmatic use of these terms, and proposes a
taxonomy and definitions of NFE programming for adolescents and youth in conflict- and crisis-affected
environments. The paper aims to address the confusion about the definition of NFE, its purpose,
audience and quality, and is written for the benefit of education practitioners, donors and policymakers
working in crisis and conflict-affected environments.
For a brief overview of the Background Paper and Taxonomy, challenges and opportunities of NFE, key
takeaway messages, and a set of group discussion questions, please see the slide deck.
Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP) [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://phap.org/

Association news, events

Upcoming webinar in the ICVA and PHAP Learning Stream on Risk Management in Practice
4/13/2021
On 28 April, join International Council of Voluntary Agencies (ICVA) and PHAP for a webinar, part of
[...]

Sphere [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://spherestandards.org/news/

News
No new digest content identified.

Start Network [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs

News and Blog

To address the humanitarian sector's biggest challenges, we need to get comfortable with
uncertainty
by Alessandra Podestà and Hannah Reichardt
21 Apr 21
On World Creativity and Innovation Day, we're highlighting the importance of creativity and
innovation in solving complex problems within the humanitarian sector.
::::::
Brookings [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://www.brookings.edu/

Accessed 24 Apr 2021
Education

3 ways Biden can help families and student loan borrowers
Sarah Sattelmeyer
Thursday, April 22, 2021

Essay

The public sector plays an important role in supporting French renters
Arthur Acolin (Case study: France)
Tuesday, April 20, 2021

Essay

In the United Kingdom, homeownership has fallen while renting is on the rise
Christian Hilber (Case Study: United Kingdom) and Olivier Schöni
Tuesday, April 20, 2021

Essay

Land scarcity, high construction volume, and distinctive leases characterize Japan’s rental
housing markets
Jiro Yoshida (Case Study: Japan)
Tuesday, April 20, 2021

Essay

Spain’s once-substantial rental market is now one of the smallest in Europe
Ghizlen Ouasbaa and Elisabet Viladecans Marsal (Case Study: Spain)
Tuesday, April 20, 2021

Center for Global Development [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center

Publication

April 21, 2021
Can Special Drawing Rights Be Recycled to Where They Are Needed at No Budgetary Cost?
In this note, David Andrews looks at one mechanism that could work for using excess SDRs to the
benefit of low- and middle-income countries: donating them. It is a simple idea but hardly
straightforward, as he demonstrates with a “case study” of how the United Kingdom might do this. The
UK’s rules governing the use of its reserves, when overlayed on the IMF’s rules surrounding SDRs,
make for a difficult thicket to plow through to effect a donation of SDRs.
David Andrews
April 20, 2021
Forging an MDB System: Strategy and Governance
The need for collaboration and cooperation across the multilateral development banks (MDBs) seems
obvious. Donor governments set up these institutions to multiply their development dollars, to
concentrate global development expertise, and to spread knowledge and evidence of effective
development policies and practices around the globe.
Nancy Lee and Mauricio Cardenas Gonzalez
CSIS
https://www.csis.org/

Accessed 24 Apr 2021
Selected Report/Events
Report

The Case for a Positive U.S. Agenda with Latin America
April 22, 2021 | P. Michael McKinley There is an opportunity for a positive paradigm shift in
hemispheric relations post-pandemic that places U.S.-Latin American ties on a more strategic footing to
respond to twenty-first-century challenges.

Report

Lessons Learned from a Decade of Humanitarian Operations in Syria
April 22, 2021 | Natasha Hall, Will Todman After 10 years of conflict in Syria, several key lessons
emerge for humanitarian operations in complex environments. CSIS's Natasha Hall and Will Todman
call on donors to increase support and protection for local aid workers and NGOs.

Report

After Xi: Future Scenarios for Leadership Succession in Post-Xi Jinping Era
April 21, 2021 | Richard McGregor, Jude Blanchette By removing term limits and thus far refusing to
nominate his successor, Xi Jinping has solidified his own leadership position at the expense of the most
important political reform of the last four decades: the regular and peaceful transfers of power.

Report

Governing Data in the Asia-Pacific

April 21, 2021 | Matthew P. Goodman, Pearl Risberg Despite the rapidly growing role of data in today’s
global economy, there exist few agreed international rules in this area. In 2021, the Biden
administration has an opportunity to build consensus around a coherent approach in the Asia-Pacific.

Report

Populism, China, and Covid-19: Latin America’s New Perfect Storm
April 20, 2021 | Evan Ellis Although still in an early phase, the mutually reinforcing dynamic between
left-wing populism, Covid-19, and China in Latin America is beginning to reach dangerous proportions.

Report

The Great Cities Partnership
April 19, 2021 | Judd Devermont President Biden, as a candidate, pledged to launch an urbanization
initiative for sub-Saharan Africa. Judd Devermont, Gyude Moore, and Todd Moss propose a multiagency initiative to unlock the potential for thriving, green, and resilient African cities.

Report

AI Strategies and Autonomous Vehicles Development
April 19, 2021 | James Andrew Lewis, Eugenia Lostri As development and deployment of autonomous
vehicles advances, AI strategies and specific regulatory frameworks have the potential to change the
industry landscape.
Rand [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://www.rand.org/pubs.html

Selected Research Reports, Featured Journal Articles
Report

Limited Opportunity: Changes in Employment and the American Middle Class
Belonging to the American middle class has become more challenging. The authors of this
Perspective discuss the subtle but important changes that have blocked many pathways into the middle
class and propose starting points for building new ones.
Apr 22, 2021
Melanie A. Zaber, Jeffrey B. Wenger

Report

Societal Impact of Research Funding for Women's Health in Alzheimer's Disease and
Alzheimer's Disease–Related Dementias
The authors find that small investments can yield large gains from increasing research funding in
Alzheimer's disease and Alzheimer's disease–related dementias; investing in women's health research
yields benefits above investing in general research.
Apr 22, 2021
Matthew D. Baird, Melanie A. Zaber, Andrew W. Dick, Chloe E. Bird, Annie Chen, Molly Waymouth,
Grace Gahlon, Denise D. Quigley, Hamad Al Ibrahim, Lori Frank

Report

Changing the Subject: K–12 Teachers' Use of and Access to Science-Specific Instructional
Materials, Feedback, and Professional Learning

In this Data Note, researchers use the 2020 American Instructional Resources Survey to examine
how teachers' science instruction is supported and whether supports differ from those that teachers
reported for English language arts and math.
Apr 21, 2021
Sy Doan, Al Lucero

Research Brief

Reducing Hospital Spending: Three Policy Options
This Research Brief summarizes the spending impact of policy options to reduce hospital prices paid
by private health plans, outlining design choices and effectiveness levels for each approach.
Apr 21, 2021
Jodi L. Liu, Zachary M. Levinson, Nabeel Shariq Qureshi, Christopher M. Whaley

Dissertation

Dissemination of Vaccine Misinformation on Twitter and Its Countermeasures
Employs state-of-the-art machine learning models to collect the first dataset of vaccine
misinformation from Twitter disseminated from January 2018 to April 2019 and proposes plausible
actions.
Apr 21, 2021
Christine Chen

Report

Barriers to Price and Quality Transparency in Health Care Markets
RAND researchers gathered information on how health care prices are set, price variation in health
care markets, barriers to price and quality transparency for consumers, and the extent to which price
and quality information is used in marketing.
Apr 19, 2021
Preethi Rao, Shira H. Fischer, Mary E. Vaiana, Erin Audrey Taylor
RoRI [Research on Research Institute] [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://researchonresearch.org/

We're an open and independent new initiative providing data, analysis and intelligence on how to make
research systems more strategic, open, diverse and inclusive.
RoRI News
No new digest content identified.
Alan Turing Institute
https://www.turing.ac.uk/news

News, Research, Events
No new digest content identified.
Unitaid [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://unitaid.org/

Featured News
23 April 2021

World Malaria Day : Unitaid commits to ensure increased and equitable access to lifesaving tools against malaria
Geneva – Ahead of World Malaria Day, marked annually on April 25, Unitaid reaffirms its strong
commitment to combat malaria by increasing its efforts to prevent, control, and ultimately eliminate the
disease.
The emergence of COVID-19 more than one year ago has thrown health systems into disarray and
forced many countries to shift their focus and resources away from malaria. This threatens to reverse
hard-won gains, particularly in the highest malaria burden countries where the rate of progress has
slowed in recent years.
The World Health Organization (WHO) warns countries that disruptions to programmes that prevent
and treat malaria could lead to a potential doubling of malaria deaths in sub-Saharan Africa in 2020
compared to 2018.
A new report by the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria highlights the urgent need
to scale-up the adaptative measures adopted to counter the impact of COVID-19 to ensure the
continuing delivery of lifesaving health services for malaria…
Urban Institute [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://www.urban.org/publications

Publications

Public Spending on Children in New Jersey
This brief takes a comprehensive look at public spending on children from birth through age 18 in New
Jersey between 1998 and 2016. Drawing on the Urban Institute’s new State-by-State Spending on
Kids Dataset, the brief finds public spending per child is higher in New Jersey than in many other
states, driven by state investments in public education. It also finds that New Jersey children receive
less
Julia B. Isaacs, Eleanor Lauderback, Erica Greenberg
April 22, 2021
Brief
White People’s Choices Perpetuate School and Neighborhood Segregation
More than a century of public policies and institutional practices have built a system of separate and
unequal schools and neighborhoods in the US. That system has been sustained by the choices white
people make about where to live and send their children to school. Policymakers who want to advance
neighborhood and school integration need to better understand these choices to design initiatives that
influence
Margery Austin Turner, Matthew Chingos, Natalie Spievack
April 22, 2021
Brief
An Essential Role for Down Payment Assistance in Closing America’s Racial
Homeownership and Wealth Gaps
For more than a generation, America has experimented with ways of providing down payment
assistance (DPA) to cash-constrained first-time homebuyers. A growing recognition that closing the
homeownership gap is essential to closing the racial wealth gap has brought DPA back to the fore as
part of broader strategies to increase homeownership for communities of color and other underserved
groups. This brief draws
Michael Stegman, Mike Loftin

April 22, 2021
Brief
Rethinking Economics in the Black Lives Matter Era
To create a more equitable profession and, in turn, a more equitable society, economists must start
considering how race and racism are interpreted, presented, and embedded in scholarly work. In this
essay, we discuss not only how diversity in the economics profession will ultimately lead to better
research and policy solutions but how that diversity should be embedded in the practice of economic
analysis and
Jonathan Schwabish, Kilolo Kijakazi
April 22, 2021
Brief
How Increasing the Federal EITC and CTC Could Affect State Taxes
The American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act of 2021 increased the federal earned income tax credit (EITC)
and child tax credit (CTC). In turn, 28 states and the District of Columbia will see increases in their
state EITCs because of existing linkages between federal and state tax codes. We estimate that 4.6
million households will see an average state EITC increase of $153. One state, Oklahoma, will have an
automatic
Elaine Maag, David Weiner
April 22, 2021
Brief
Promise Heights' Response to the Challenges Created by COVID-19
Since 2012, the Promise Heights Promise Neighborhood initiative has offered a rich set of services to
the Upton and Druid Heights neighborhoods on Baltimore’s west side as part of the US Department of
Education’s Promise Neighborhoods initiative. Using a cradle-to-career model, Promise Heights focuses
on improving the developmental, educational, health, and career outcomes of families who live in
Upton and Druid
Fay Walker, Susan J. Popkin, Leiha Edmonds, Diane K. Levy, Wilton Oliver, Patrick Spauster
April 21, 2021
Brief
Improving Subnational Domestic Resource Mobilization: A Review of Issues and
Opportunities for Strategic Support
Improving the mobilization of subnational resources in developing countries is critical to expanding
access to services like roads and sanitation and ensuring sustainable progress towards development
goals. However, many places face technical or political barriers to raising or managing additional
resources. Drawing from expert interviews and available literature, this report analyzes the current
subnational
Matthew Eldridge, James Ladi Williams
April 21, 2021
Research Report
Emerging Lessons from the COVID-19 Pandemic for Building Urban Health Equity
As the COVID-19 pandemic exposed health disparities that have long existed in cities worldwide, Urban
Institute and Impact on Urban Health convened a dialogue series with global experts to take stock of
what the pandemic teaches us about the causes and consequences of health inequalities in cities. This

brief presents insights from the dialogue series held in November and December 2020. Recognizing
that change
Reehana Raza, James Ladi Williams, Sara McTarnaghan
April 21, 2021
Brief
Trends in Tax Expenditures: An Update
Over the period between 2013 and 2029, the sum of the estimated budgetary costs of all tax
expenditures as a percentage of gross domestic product will range from approximately 8.5 percent in
fiscal year 2017 to 6 percent in fiscal years 2024 and 2025. The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 (TCJA)
reduced the sum of tax expenditure costs between 2019 and 2025, but after 2025, when most
provisions of the TCJA will
Sarah Calame, Eric Toder
April 20, 2021
Research Report
How Broad Are State Sales Tax Bases?
This chartbook compares the breadth of general sales and excise tax bases across the states. It
categorizes detailed personal consumption expenditures (as measured in the Bureau of Economic
Analysis National Income and Products Accounts) by their tax treatment in each state and the District
of Columbia. It shows that there is substantial variation across states in the share of the potential tax
base covered by
Nikhita Airi, Frank Sammartino
April 19, 2021
Brief
The Wistar Institute [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://www.wistar.org/news/press-releases

Press Releases

Apr. 22, 2021
Low-dose Administration of MERS DNA Vaccine Candidate Induces Potent Immunity and
Protects From Virus Challenge in Preclinical Models
Dose-sparing regimens and intradermal delivery have important implication for rapid clinical
development of effective, well-tolerated and easy-to-distribute vaccines against MERS and other
emerging coronaviruses.
World Economic Forum [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/

Media

Decade of Disruption: Global Real Estate CEOs Plan for Industry Transformation
News 21 Apr 2021
Resilience Needed to Jump Start Final Stages of Energy Transition, Study Finds
News 20 Apr 2021

*

*

*

*

:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch

We will primarily monitor press/media releases announcing key initiatives and new research from a
growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, humanitarian
response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended to be exhaustive, but
indicative.
Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/

News
No new digest content identified.

BMGF - Gates Foundation [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases

Press Releases and Statements
No new digest content identified.

Blue Meridian Partners [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/

Blue Meridian Partners is a new capital aggregation collaboration that plans to invest at least $1 billion
in high-performance nonprofits that are poised to have truly national impact for economically
disadvantaged children and youth.
No new digest content identified.
Annie E. Casey Foundation [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/

Newsroom

National Partnership to Reinvent Child Welfare Expands
Posted April 21, 2021

Thriving Families, Safer Children: A National Commitment to Well-Being has expanded its reach to
include child welfare jurisdictions in 22 states that stretch from coast to coast and a sovereign tribal
nation. Learn more about this effort.
Clinton Foundation [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements

Press Releases & Statements
Statement

April 20, 2021
Statement from President Clinton on the Derek Chauvin Verdict
Co Impact [to 24 Apr 2021]

www.co-impact.io

Co-Impact is a global philanthropic collaborative for systems change focused on improving the lives of
millions of people around the world.
No new digest content identified.
Ford Foundation [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://www.fordfoundation.org/press-room/

The Latest
No new digest content identified.

J. Paul Getty Trust [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://news.getty.edu/

Latest News

April 22, 2021
Getty Announces International Project to Study Soviet-Era Plastics
The Getty Conservation Institute (GCI) has partnered with Die Neue Sammlung - The Design
Museum in Munich, the Wende Museum of the Cold War in Los Angeles and the Cologne Institute of
Conservation Sciences to launch German Democratic Plastics in Design, a project looking at how
Soviet-era plastics were made and valued.
GHIT Fund [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press

GHIT was set up in 212 with the aim of developing new tools to tackle infectious diseases that
No new digest content identified.
Grameen Foundation [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://grameenfoundation.org/stories/press-releases

Press Releases
No new digest content identified.

William and Flora Hewlett Foundation [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/

Latest
No new digest content identified.

Conrad N. Hilton Foundation [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news

Press Releases
No new digest content identified.
IKEA Foundation

[to 24 Apr 2021]

https://www.ikeafoundation.org/

Press Releases

Our new €1 billion commitment to reduce greenhouse gas emissions
April 20, 2021
Leading up to Earth Day, the IKEA Foundation is committing an additional €1
billion to climate programmes over the next five years, to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in line with
the Paris Agreement.
“An immediate decrease in carbon emissions offers the best hope for the world to keep global
warming under 1.5 degrees Celsius,” says Per Heggenes, CEO of the IKEA Foundation. “But this
cannot happen without unprecedented collaboration across governments, business and civil society.
“Our renewed climate commitment aims to inspire others to step up in their ambition to safeguard
our environment, while improving livelihoods at the same time. We need everyone to play their part
if we are to change course towards bright futures on a liveable planet.”

Renewable energy access

With this new funding, we will support renewable energy programmes which can deliver greenhouse
gas reductions fast and efficiently. This includes replacing polluting sources of energy with renewable
ones and providing access to energy to communities.
Our approach aims to unlock further funding for sustainable models and accelerate the energy
transition in line with the Paris Agreement targets.
Our new commitment is in addition to the €500 million we have already
planned to put towards climate mitigation and adaptation programmes over the next
five years. And between 2014 and 2020, we funded climate programmes totalling €368 million…
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute
https://www.hhmi.org/news

[to 24 Apr 2021]

Press Room
No new digest content identified.

Kaiser Family Foundation
https://www.kff.org/search/?post_type=press-release

Accessed 24 Apr 2021
April 23, 2021 News Release

Essential Workers Employed Outside Health Care are Less Enthusiastic about Getting a
COVID-19 Vaccine than Other Adults
There has been little research on how essential workers not employed in the health care sector have
been impacted by the pandemic and their views on and experiences with COVID-19 vaccines. The
latest KFF COVID-19 Vaccine Monitor report finds that this group of workers – roughly 3 in 10 of…
April 22, 2021 News Release
COVID-19 Deaths and Cases in Long-Term Care Facilities Have Fallen to All-Time Lows in
the Four Months Since Vaccinations Began
COVID-19 deaths and cases among residents and staff of long-term care facilities have fallen
dramatically since vaccinations began in December, with deaths declining by nearly 89 percent and
cases declining by nearly 92 percent as of April 2021, according to a new KFF analysis. COVID-19
deaths in long-term care settings…

April 22, 2021 News Release
What Are Some Policy Options for Reaching the 2.2 Million Uninsured People in the ACA’s
“Coverage Gap”?
A new KFF issue brief explores several potential policy options that would help close the Affordable
Care Act’s “coverage gap,” including providing further new incentives for states to expand Medicaid,
creating a new “public option” or extending ACA Marketplace premium subsidies to low-income people
who don’t currently qualify for federal…
April 19, 2021 News Release
Analysis Finds That a Relatively Small Number of Drugs Account for the Majority of
Medicare Prescription Drug Spending
A new KFF analysis finds that a relatively small share of drugs, mainly those without generic or
biosimilar competitors, accounted for a disproportionate share of prescription drug spending in
Medicare in 2019. This finding suggests that recent proposals that focus on prices for a limited number
of high-cost drugs could…
Kellogg Foundation [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media

Selected Announcements
No new digest content identified.

Aga Khan Foundation [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation

Press Releases
No new digest content identified.

MacArthur Foundation [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://www.macfound.org/

News, Events, What We’re Learning
No new digest content identified.

Andrew W. Mellon Foundation [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://mellon.org/

Mellon News, Press Releases

20 Poets. 10 Poems. 25 Years of National Poetry Month.
April 21, 2021
The Academy of American Poets was pleased to assist in curating this special celebration for National
Poetry Month, an occasion our organization launched 25 years ago to recognize the important
contributions poets make to culture, and to envisioning a more just country. It is in poetry that we
encounter the insights and experiences of others and are called to compassion.
—Jennifer Benka, President and Executive Director, Academy of American Poets
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation [to 24 Apr 2021]

https://www.moore.org/news

News

Perspective: Beyond rebuilding – breathing life into the world that we want
April 22, 2021
… Beyond the near-term chance to convert stimulus funding into a down-payment on a better future,
2021 also offers critical opportunities to set the guiding policy frameworks needed to steer us towards
the world that we want. Last year was supposed to be the start of a decade of action on sustainable
development, climate, and biodiversity – ten years that would represent our last, best chance to put
the world on track. The intervening pandemic delayed the tasks of setting this new agenda, but also
gifted us with a greater sense of urgency and commitment. In 2021, we’ll turn back to the High-Level
Forum on Sustainable Development (SDGs), Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), and Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCC) with an opportunity not only to raise the level of ambition
achievable under each, but importantly, to integrate their goals consistent with the systemic change we
seek…
Open Society Foundations [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/newsroom

Newsroom
Press release April 20, 2021

Open Society Statement on Derek Chauvin Verdict
This verdict, while welcome, cannot make up for the myriad cases of murders and assaults by police
officers who for too long have operated with impunity that allows the worst officers to prey upon the
most vulnerable among us.
David and Lucile Packard Foundation [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://www.packard.org/news/

News

Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute announces new state-of-the-art research ship,
R/V David Packard
April 20, 2021
For over three decades, the Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute (MBARI), one of the
Foundation’s marine science partners, has researched and revealed the astounding diversity of life
deep beneath the surface, and the institute’s technology innovations have provided priceless insights
into the ocean’s biogeochemical processes.
MBARI is now embarking on its next chapter with the construction of a state-of-the-art ship.
This new research vessel will be named in honor of David Packard, the founder of both the David and
Lucile Packard Foundation and MBARI. The R/V David Packard will be capable of accommodating
diverse expeditions in Monterey Bay and beyond to further the institute’s mission to understand our
changing ocean…
Pew Charitable Trusts [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room
Press Releases, Statements, Events

Event

April 30, 2021

Small Businesses, Jobs, and Philadelphia's Road to an Inclusive Recovery
Rockefeller Foundation [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/

Reports/Press Releases
Field Note

How Climate Investors Can Help Accelerate Energy Access in Africa

New research highlights a $200 billion market opportunity for climate-first investors to avoid 626 million
tonnes of CO2 and achieve universal access to energy in Africa by 2030.
04.22.21
The climate crisis is the world’s greatest existential threat − but the race to reduce CO2e emissions
and achieve global net zero is often perceived as at odds with the scale of economic growth needed to
tackle poverty in emerging markets.
Robust research now disproves this tension. A recent study by Catalyst Off-Grid Advisors shows that
the quickest and most affordable way to deliver inclusive economic growth in Africa is in fact to invest
in ‘Decentralised Renewable Energy’ (DRE) solutions such as household solar systems, solar mini-grids
and electric or LPG cookers for people who live on $2 to $10 a day.
This opens the door for a new wave of climate-first funders to support the DRE sector, a sector that
has mainly focused on the social value of energy (improved income, health, education and resilience)
for the 790 million people across the globe who live without electricity and the further two billion
people who are denied sufficiently reliable, affordable power at home, at work, at school and for health
and community services.
By contrast, ‘A Green Energy Future for Rural Africa’ outlines a $200bn opportunity for climate-first
funders to avoid 626 m/t CO2e while delivering universal energy access in Africa by 2030 − helping to
achieve several of the Sustainable Development Goals by 2030 and global net-zero emissions by 2050.
Apr 23 2021 Press Releases
The Rockefeller Foundation Expands Rapid-Result Covid-19 Testing Program to Reopen K12 Schools in Baltimore-Washington Metropolitan Area
Washington, DC | April 23, 2021 – The Rockefeller Foundation announces a $1.49 million grant to
the Consortium of Universities of the Washington Metropolitan Area to expand access to rapid-result …
Apr 23 2021 Press Releases
Northern Arc Raises Inr 40 Crore Debt From Kotak Mahindra Bank to Support Pandemic Hit
MSME's and Micro-entrepreneurs
Debt facility backed by guarantees from Michael & Susan Dell Foundation and Rockefeller Foundation
Under-banked households and micro-entrepreneurs across the country with a monthly household
income of less than INR …
Apr 22 2021 Press Releases
The Rockefeller Foundation Announces USD$1.5 million to Help Transition Developing
Countries Away From Fossil Fuels
NEW YORK | April 22, 2021 – The Rockefeller Foundation has today pledged USD$1.5 million to a
new global initiative which will support developing countries transitioning towards clean energy.
Recently …

Robert Wood Johnson Foundation [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom.html

Latest News and Highlights

Statement from RWJF President and CEO Richard Besser, MD, on the Derek Chauvin
Verdict
April 20, 2021
The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation stands in solidarity with those fighting for racial justice and
speaking out against anti-Black racial violence and White supremacy.
Science Philanthropy Alliance [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/

“…a group of organizations working together to increase philanthropic support for basic scientific
research on a global basis…”
No new digest content identified.
SDGFunders [to 24 Apr 2021]
http://sdgfunders.org/

SDG Philanthropy Platform is a collaboration between philanthropy and the greater international
development community led by Foundation Center, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)
and Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, and supported by the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, Ford
Foundation and the MasterCard Foundation, the Brach Family Foundation, and other key organizations
such as Asociación de Fundaciones Empresariales (AFE) in Colombia, Brach Family Charitable
Foundation, CAF America, Council on Foundations, East Africa Association of Grantmakers (EAAG),
European Foundation Centre, Filantropi Indonesia (FI), GlobalGiving, The Humanitarian Forum, World
Congress of Muslim Philanthropists, and Worldwide Initiatives for Grantmaker Support (WINGS).
Selected Announcements
No new digest content identified.
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://sloan.org/about/press

Press Releases
No new digest content identified.

Wellcome Trust [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news

News and reports
Explainer

What are human infection studies and why do we need them?
19 April 2021
::::::
Candid [formerly Foundation Center and GuideStar] [to 24 Apr 2021
https://candid.org/about/press-room?fcref=pg

Press Room
No new digest content identified.
Council on Foundations [to 24 Apr 2021]
https://www.cof.org/newsroom

Newsroom/Blog Posts
No new digest content identified.
*

*

*

*

:: Journal Watch

The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in human
rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be exhaustive. We will
add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon recommendation from
readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content but note that successful access
to some of the articles and other content may require subscription or other access arrangement unique
to the publisher. Please suggest additional journals you feel warrant coverage.
AJOB Empirical Bioethics
Volume 12, 2020 Issue 2
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/uabr21/current

Article

Assessment of the All of Us research program’s informed consent process
Megan Doerr, Sarah Moore, Vanessa Barone, Scott Sutherland, Brian M. Bot, Christine Suver & John
Wilbankson behalf of the All of Us Consent Working Group* and the Low Health Literacy Consent Study
Research Team*
Published online: 04 Dec 2020

Abstract

Informed consent is the gateway to research participation. We report on the results of the formative
evaluation that follows the electronic informed consent process for the All of Us Research Program. Of
the nearly 250,000 participants included in this analysis, more than 95% could correctly answer
questions distinguishing the program from medical care, the voluntary nature of participation, and the
right to withdraw; comparatively, participants were less sure of privacy risk of the program. We also
report on a small mixed-methods study of the experience of persons of very low health literacy with All
of Us informed consent materials. Of note, many of the words commonly employed in the consent
process were unfamiliar to or differently defined by informants. In combination, these analyses may
inform participant-centered development and highlight areas for refinement of informed consent
materials for the All of Us Research Program and similar studies.
AMA Journal of Ethics
Volume 23, Number 3 Apr 2021
https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/issue/compassionate-force

Compassionate Force

Using force in caregiving is most often justified based on risk-benefit or best interest analyses.
Careful, inclusive deliberation about whether force should be used in the course of a patient’s care is a
rise-to-the minimum precursor of responsible force implementation, as is minimizing a patient’s risk of
harm. Even when clinically indicated and ethically justifiable, force protocols drawing on physical,
pharmaceutical, and legal means of restraint or seclusion can undermine therapeutic capacity in
patient-clinician relationships, erode trust, and exacerbate emotional and moral distress for both
patients and clinicians. These high stakes cum patients’ extreme vulnerability prompt us to consider
how clinicians’ and organizations’ clinical and ethical obligations extend beyond harm minimization to
compassion maximization. Although the words "compassion" and "force" rarely appear together, this
issue investigates what their union could mean for and make possible in the enterprise of health care.
American Journal of Infection Control
April 2021 Volume 49 Issue 4 p409-532
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current
[Reviewed earlier]
American Journal of Preventive Medicine
April 2021 Volume 60 Issue 4p453-594
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current
[Reviewed earlier]
American Journal of Public Health
April 2021 111(4)
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current
[Reviewed earlier]
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene
Volume 104 (2021): Issue 4 (Apr 2021)
https://www.ajtmh.org/view/journals/tpmd/104/4/tpmd.104.issue-4.xml
Perspective Piece
The COVID-19 Pandemic in Peru: What Went Wrong?
Alvaro Schwalb and Carlos Seas
DOI: https://doi.org/10.4269/ajtmh.20-1323
Contact Tracing and the COVID-19 Response in Africa: Best Practices, Key Challenges, and
Lessons Learned from Nigeria, Rwanda, South Africa, and Uganda
Jean B. Nachega, Rhoda Atteh, Chikwe Ihekweazu, Nadia A. Sam-Agudu, Prisca Adejumo, Sabin
Nsanzimana, Edson Rwagasore, Jeanine Condo, Masudah Paleker, Hassan Mahomed, Fatima Suleman,
Alex Riolexus Ario, Elsie Kiguli-Malwadde, Francis G. Omaswa, Nelson K. Sewankambo, Cecile Viboud,
Michael J. A. Reid, Alimuddin Zumla, and Peter H. Kilmarx
DOI: https://doi.org/10.4269/ajtmh.21-0033

Review Article
Open access

Hematological Abnormalities in COVID-19: A Narrative Review
Asma Rahman, Roshan Niloofa, Umesh Jayarajah, Sanjay De Mel, Visula Abeysuriya, and Suranjith L.
Seneviratne
DOI: https://doi.org/10.4269/ajtmh.20-1536

ABSTRACT

COVID-19 is caused by SARS-CoV-2. Although pulmonary manifestations have been identified as the
major symptoms, several hematological abnormalities have also been identified. This review
summarizes the reported hematological abnormalities (changes in platelet, white blood cell, and
hemoglobin, and coagulation/fibrinolytic alterations), explores their patho-mechanisms, and discusses
its management. Common hematological abnormalities in COVID-19 are lymphopenia,
thrombocytopenia, and elevated D-dimer levels. These alterations are significantly more
common/prominent in patients with severe COVID-19 disease, and thus may serve as a possible
biomarker for those needing hospitalization and intensive care unit care. Close attention needs to be
paid to coagulation abnormalities, and steps should be taken to prevent these occurring or to mitigate
their harmful effects. The effect of COVID-19 in patients with hematological abnormalities and
recognized hematological drug toxicities of therapies for COVID-19 are also outlined.
A Realist Synthesis of Community-Based Interventions in Vector-Borne Diseases
Dennis Pérez, Emilie Robert, Elsury Johanna Pérez, Veerle Vanlerberghe, Pierre Lefèvre, and Valéry
Ridde
DOI: https://doi.org/10.4269/ajtmh.20-0944

ABSTRACT

Randomized control trials have provided evidence that some community-based interventions (CBIs)
work in vector-borne diseases (VBDs). Conversely, there is limited evidence on how well those CBIs
succeed in producing specific outcomes in different contexts. To conduct a realist synthesis for
knowledge translation on this topic, we examined the extent to which realist concepts (context,
mechanisms, and outcomes) and their relationships are present in the existing literature on CBIs for
VBDs. Articles on CBIs were identified from prior scoping reviews of health interventions for VBDs.
Content of the articles was extracted verbatim if it referred either to realist concepts or CBI features.
The number of articles and the average number of words extracted per category per CBI were
quantified. Content of the articles was scrutinized to inductively gather qualitative evidence on the
interactions between realist concepts. We reviewed 41 articles on 17 CBIs from 12 countries. The
average number of words used for mechanisms was much lower than those used for outcomes and
context (309,474, and 836, respectively). The average number of words used for mechanisms
increased when a CBI was described in three or more articles. There were more extensive accounts on
CBI features than on mechanisms. It was difficult to gather evidence on the interactions among realist
concepts from the content of the articles. Scarce reporting on mechanisms in published articles limits
conducting a realist synthesis of CBIs in VBDs. More transdisciplinary research that goes beyond the
biomedical paradigm is needed to boost the development of intervention mechanisms in this field.

Articles

Refugee Settlements and Cholera Risks in Uganda, 2016–2019
Godfrey Bwire, Christopher Garimoi Orach, Freda Loy Aceng, Sam Emmanuel Arianitwe, David
Matseketse, Edson Tumusherure, Issa Makumbi, Allan Muruta, Rebecca D. Merrill, Amanda Debes,
Mohammad Ali, and David A. Sack
DOI: https://doi.org/10.4269/ajtmh.20-0741

Annals of Internal Medicine
April 2021 Volume 174, Issue 4
http://annals.org/aim/issue

Original Research

Population Mortality and Laws Encouraging Influenza Vaccination for Hospital Workers
Mariana Carrera, PhD, Emily C. Lawler, PhD, Corey White, PhD
Pages:444–452

Position Papers

A Comprehensive Policy Framework to Understand and Address Disparities and
Discrimination in Health and Health Care: A Policy Paper From the American College of
Physicians
FREE
Josh Serchen, BA, Robert Doherty, BA, Omar Atiq, MD, David Hilden, MD, MPH, … et al.
Pages:529–532

Ideas and Opinions

A Public Health COVID-19 Vaccination Strategy to Maximize the Health Gains for Every
Single Vaccine Dose
FREE
Ruanne V. Barnabas, MBChB, MSc, DPhil,
Anna Wald, MD, MPH
Pages:552–553

Editorials

U.S. COVID-19 Vaccination Challenges Go Beyond Supply
FREE
Thomas J. Bollyky, JD
Pages:558–559
Antiquity – A Review of World Archeology
Latest Issue: Issue 380 - April 2021
https://antiquity.ac.uk/latest
[Reviewed earlier]
Artificial Intelligence – An International Journal
Volume 293 April 2021
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/artificial-intelligence/vol/293/suppl/C
[Reviewed earlier]
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/
(Accessed 24 Apr 2021)
[No new digest content identified]

BMJ Global Health
April 2021 - Volume 6 - 4
https://gh.bmj.com/content/6/4
[Reviewed earlier]
BMC Health Services Research
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content
(Accessed 24 Apr 2021)
[No new digest content identified]

BMC Infectious Diseases
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content
(Accessed 24 Apr 2021)
[No new digest content identified]
BMC Medical Ethics
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content
(Accessed 24 Apr 2021)
[No new digest content identified]
BMC Medicine
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content
(Accessed 24 Apr 2021)
[No new digest content identified]
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content
(Accessed 24 Apr 2021)
[No new digest content identified]
BMC Public Health
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles
(Accessed 24 Apr 2021)
Factors associated with experiencing sexual violence among female gender-based violence
survivors in conflict-afflicted eastern Ukraine

Since 2014, over 1.6 million people have been forcibly displaced by the conflict in eastern Ukraine. In
2014, 8% of reproductive-aged women in Ukraine had ever experienced sexual violence, compared to
5% in 20...
Authors: Ariadna Capasso, Halyna Skipalska, Sally Guttmacher, Natalie G. Tikhonovsky, Peter Navario
and Theresa P. Castillo

Citation: BMC Public Health 2021 21:789
Content type: Research
Published on: 24 April 2021
BMC Research Notes
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content
(Accessed 24 Apr 2021)
[No new digest content identified]
BMJ Evidence-Based Medicine
April 2021 - Volume 26 - 2
https://ebm.bmj.com/content/26/2
[Reviewed earlier]
BMJ Open
April 2021 - Volume 11 - 4
https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/11/4
[Reviewed earlier]
Bulletin of the World Health Organization
Volume 99, Number 4, April 2021, 241-320
https://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/99/4/en/
[Reviewed earlier]
Cell
Apr 15, 2021 Volume 184 Issue 8 p1941-2258
https://www.cell.com/cell/current

Previews

Advancing the ethical dialogue about monkey/human chimeric embryos
Henry T. Greely, Nita A. Farahany
In this issue of Cell, Tan et al. report the first injection of human stem cells into in vitro non-human
primate blastocysts with significant survival of the human cells, raising new scientific possibilities but
also important ethical issues.

Article

Chimeric contribution of human extended pluripotent stem cells to monkey embryos
ex vivo
Tao Tan, et a;
Human cells, in the form of extended pluripotent stem cells, have the ability to contribute to both
embryonic and extra-embryonic lineages in ex-vivo-cultured monkey embryos.

Featured Article

Toward a fine-scale population health monitoring system

Gillian M. Belbin, et al
Taking a quantitative approach to genetic ancestry in health systems furthers understanding of
disease burdens specific to fine-scale populations and the environmental and demographic ties that can
impact disease.
Child Care, Health and Development
Volume 47, Issue 3 Pages: 297-410 May 2021
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13652214/current
[Reviewed earlier]
Child Abuse and Neglect: The International Journal
Volume 114 April 2021
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/child-abuse-and-neglect/vol/114/suppl/C
[Reviewed earlier]
Clinical Therapeutics
Volume 43 Issue 3 p431-650, e57-e96
http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/current
[Reviewed earlier]
Clinical Trials
Volume 18 Issue 2, April 2021
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/ctja/18/2
[Reviewed earlier]
Conflict and Health
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/
[Accessed 24 Apr 2021]
Conducting research on building psychosocial support for Syrian refugee families in a
humanitarian emergency
Authors: Stevan Merill Weine, Aliriza Arënliu, Vahdet Görmez, Scott Lagenecker and Hakan Demirtas
Content type: Research in practice
23 April 2021
Lay-delivered talk therapies for adults affected by humanitarian crises in low- and middleincome countries
Authors: Grace K. Ryan, Andreas Bauer, Tarik Endale, Onaiza Qureshi, Asmae Doukani, Arlinda CergaPashoja, Savvy K. Brar, Julian Eaton and Judith K. Bass
Content type: Review
23 April 2021
Musculoskeletal impairment among Syrian refugees living in Sultanbeyli, Turkey:
prevalence, cause, diagnosis and need for related services and assistive products

Authors: Dorothy Boggs, Oluwarantimi Atijosan-Ayodele, Hisem Yonso, Nathaniel Scherer, Timothy
O’Fallon, Gülten Deniz, Selin Volkan, Ahmed Örücü, Isotta Pivato, Ammar Hasan Beck, İbrahim Akıncı,
Hannah Kuper, Allen Foster, Andrea Patterson and Sarah Polack
Content type: Research
20 April 2021
Contemporary Clinical Trials
Volume 102 March 2021
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/contemporary-clinical-trials/vol/102/suppl/C
[Reviewed earlier]
The CRISPR Journal
Volume 4, Issue 2 / April 2021
https://www.liebertpub.com/toc/crispr/4/2
[New issue; No digest content identified]
Current Genetic Medicine Reports
Volume 9, issue 1, March 2021
https://link.springer.com/journal/40142/volumes-and-issues/9-1
[Reviewed earlier]
Current Opinion in Infectious Diseases
April 2021 - Volume 34 - Issue 2
https://journals.lww.com/co-infectiousdiseases/pages/currenttoc.aspx
[Reviewed earlier]
Current Protocols in Human Genetics
Volume 108, Issue 1 December 2020
https://currentprotocols.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/19348258/current
[Reviewed earlier]
Developing World Bioethics
Volume 21, Issue 1 Pages: i, 1-54 March 2021
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14718847/current
[Reviewed earlier]
Development in Practice
Volume 31, Issue 3, 2021
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cdip20/current
[New issue; No digest content identified]

Development Policy Review
Volume 39, Issue 3 Pages: 341-507 May 2021
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14677679/current

ARTICLES

[Reviewed earlier]
Disability and Rehabilitation: Assistive Technology
Volume 16 - Issue 2 - 2021
http://informahealthcare.com/toc/idt/current
[Reviewed earlier]
Disaster Medicine and Public Health Preparedness
Volume 15 - Issue 1 - February 2021
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/disaster-medicine-and-public-health-preparedness/latestissue

Commentary

Saving Lives Now From Ebola in Africa
James G. Hodge, Jr, Hannah-Kaye Fleming

Abstract

In his letter, Peace is a better focus than Ebola in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), David
M. Brett-Major provides a vital reminder of the tragic undercurrent of violence and political instability
dominating African regions currently impacted by the second worst Ebola outbreak in modern history.
He characterizes health-centric activities as a “common mistake” to remedy the “vicious cycle” of
endemic violence and disease outbreaks in DRC and surrounding areas. What is truly needed is a
“concerted peace and development process, with health as a voice in a chorus – not alone.”

Systematic Review

Use of Simulated Patients in Disaster Medicine Training: A Systematic Review
Pier Luigi Ingrassia, Luca Pigozzi, Mattia Bono, Luca Ragazzoni, Francesco Della Corte
Published online by Cambridge University Press: 13 January 2020, pp. 99-104
Systematic Review of Displacement and Health Impact From Natural Disasters in
Southeast Asia
Subin Jang, Yuko Ekyalongo, Hyun Kim
Published online by Cambridge University Press: 21 January 2020, pp. 105-114
Establishing the Effectiveness of Interventions Provided to First Responders to Prevent
and/or Treat Mental Health Effects of Response to a Disaster: A Systematic Review
W. Tyler Winders, Nirma D. Bustamante, Stephanie Chow Garbern, Corey Bills, Amin Coker, Indi
Trehan, Maxwell Osei-Ampofo, Adam C. Levine
Published online by Cambridge University Press: 14 February 2020, pp. 115-126
Disasters
Volume 45, Issue 2 Pages: 253-497 April 2021

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14677717/current
[Reviewed earlier]
EMBO Reports
Volume 22 Issue 4 7 April 2021
https://www.embopress.org/toc/14693178/current
[Reviewed earlier]
Emerging Infectious Diseases
Volume 27, Number 4—April 2021
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/
[Reviewed earlier]
Epidemics
Volume 34 March 2021
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/epidemics/vol/34/suppl/C
[Reviewed earlier]
Epidemiology and Infection
Volume 149 - 2021
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/epidemiology-and-infection/latest-issue
[Reviewed earlier]
Ethics & Human Research
Volume 43, Issue 2 Pages: 1-48 March–April 2021
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/25782363/current

Research ethics and pandemics • IRBs and AI research
[Reviewed earlier]

Ethics & International Affairs
Winter 2020 (34,4)
https://www.ethicsandinternationalaffairs.org/2021/winter-2020-34-4/
The editors of Ethics & International Affairs are pleased to present the Fall 2020 issue of the journal!
This Special Issue of the journal features a collection of essays organized and guest edited by Margaret
P. Karns on the seventy-fifth anniversary of the United Nations. The collection contains contributions
from David Malone and Adam Day, Sophie Harman, Ellen J. Ravndal, Ramesh Thakur, Susanna P.
Campbell, Devaki Jain, Bertrand Ramcharan, Maria Ivanova, and Margaret P. Karns, Kirsten Haack, and
Jean-Pierre Murray. Additionally, the issue includes an article by Jack McDonald on information,
privacy, and just war theory and an essay by Anthony F. Lang, Jr. on constructing universal values. It
also contains a review essay by Sarah C. Goff on freedom and justice in trade governance, and book
reviews by Michael Blake, Elizabeth Kahn, Jamie Mayerfeld, and John Williams.
[Reviewed earlier]

The European Journal of Public Health
Volume 31, Issue 1, February 2021
https://academic.oup.com/eurpub/issue/31/1
[Reviewed earlier]
Food Policy
Volume 100 April 2021
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/food-policy/vol/100/suppl/C

Research article Full text access

Viewpoint: Characterising early agricultural and food policy responses to the outbreak of
COVID-19
Guillaume Gruère, Jonathan Brooks
Article 102017

Research article Open access

Viewpoint: Agri-nutrition research: Revisiting the contribution of maize and wheat to
human nutrition and health
Nigel Poole, Jason Donovan, Olaf Erenstein
Article 101976

Research article Abstract only

A new global database on agriculture investment and capital stock
Marie Vander Donckt, Philip Chan, Andrea Silvestrini
Article 101961
Highlights
:: We present a new analytical database on aggregate investment and capital stock in agriculture.
:: It covers 189 countries and territories over the period 1995–2017.
:: Different econometric methods are applied depending on the degree of data missingness.
:: The perpetual inventory method is used for capital stock estimation.
:: An overview of the main global and regional trends in agricultural investment and capital stock is
offered.

Abstract

This paper introduces a new analytical database on aggregate physical investment flows and capital
stock in agriculture, forestry and fishing for 189 countries and territories over the period 1995–2017.
Long time series of the agricultural investment-to-value added ratio are employed to obtain agricultural
investment flows. These latter are subsequently converted into capital stock series, by applying a
variant of the perpetual inventory method. This article describes the database content and the data
sources, the methodology used to deal with missing data in the investment-to-value added ratio as well
as several measurement issues underlying its development. Lastly, it presents an overview of the main
global and regional trends in agricultural gross fixed capital formation and capital stock, drawing some
implications and directions for future research.

Research article Open access

Do tradeoffs among dimensions of women’s empowerment and nutrition outcomes exist?
Evidence from six countries in Africa and Asia

Agnes R. Quisumbing, Kathryn Sproule, Elena M. Martinez, Hazel Malapit
Article 102001

Research article Open access

Agricultural policy in the era of digitalisation
Melf-Hinrich Ehlers, Robert Huber, Robert Finger
Article 102019

Highlights
::
::
::
::

We examine potential effects of digitalisation on agricultural policy.
Digitalisation supports novel designs of instruments in multiple policy dimensions.
Opportunities to improve targeting and tailoring of policy instruments arise.
We provide an outlook on digitalised agricultural policy instruments and

Food Security
Volume 13, issue 2, April 2021
https://link.springer.com/journal/12571/volumes-and-issues/13-2
[Reviewed earlier]
Forced Migration Review (FMR)
FMR 66 March 2021
https://www.fmreview.org/issue66/contents

Mental health and psychosocial support, Data and displacement, Missing migrants
Contents
[Reviewed earlier]
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Articles

The impact of genomics on precision public health: beyond the pandemic
Authors: Muin J. Khoury and Kathryn E. Holt
Citation: Genome Medicine 2021 13:67
Content type: Editorial
Published on: 23 April 2021
Precision public health has been defined in many ways [1]. It can be viewed as an emerging
multidisciplinary field that uses genomics, big data, and machine learning/artificial intelligence to
predict health risks and outcomes and to improve health at the population level. Just like precision
medicine seeks to provide the right intervention to the right patient at the right time, the aim of
precision public health is to provide the right intervention to the right population at the right time, with
the goal of improving health for all.
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How has sustainable development goals declaration influenced health financing reforms
for universal health coverage at the country level? A scoping review of literature
Authors: Walter Denis Odoch, Flavia Senkubuge and Charles Hongoro
Content type: Research
23 April 2021
Beyond nutrition and physical activity: food industry shaping of the very principles of
scientific integrity

There is evidence that food industry actors try to shape science on nutrition and physical activity. But
they are also involved in influencing the principles of scientific integrity. Our research objective was to
study the extent of that involvement, with a case study of ILSI as a key actor in that space. We
conducted a qualitative document analysis, triangulating data from an existing scoping review, publicly
available information, internal industry documents, and existing freedom of information requests.
Authors: Mélissa Mialon, Matthew Ho, Angela Carriedo, Gary Ruskin and Eric Crosbie
Content type: Research
20 April 2021
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Changing national health policies for introduction, uptake and scale-up of self-care
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https://odihpn.org/magazine/inclusion-of-persons-with-disabilities-in-humanitarian-action-what-now/
Disability inclusion in humanitarian action

by HPN October 2020

The theme of this edition of Humanitarian Exchange, co-edited with Sherin Alsheikh Ahmed from
Islamic Relief Worldwide, is disability inclusion in humanitarian action. Persons with disabilities are not
only disproportionately impacted by conflicts, disasters and other emergencies, but also face barriers to
accessing humanitarian assistance. At the same time, global commitments and standards and the IASC
Guidelines on the inclusion of persons with disabilities in humanitarian action all emphasise how
persons with disabilities are also active agents of change. Disability and age-focused organisations have
led on testing and demonstrating how inclusion can be done better. Yet despite this progress,
challenges to effective inclusion remain.
As Kirstin Lange notes in the lead article, chief among these challenges is humanitarian agencies’ lack
of engagement with organisations of persons with disabilities. Simione Bula, Elizabeth Morgan and

Teresa Thomson look at disability inclusion in humanitarian response in the Pacific, and Kathy Al Jubeh
and Alradi Abdalla argue for a ‘participation revolution’, building on learning from the gender
movement. Tchaurea Fleury and Sulayman AbdulMumuni Ujah outline how the Bridge Article 11
training initiative is encouraging constructive exchange between humanitarian and disability actors. The
lack of good, disaggregated data is highlighted by Sarah Collinson; Frances Hill, Jim Cranshaw and
Carys Hughes emphasise the need for training resources in local languages and accessible formats; and
Sophie Van Eetvelt and colleagues report on a review of the evidence on inclusion of people with
disabilities and older people.
Rebecca Molyneux and co-authors analyse the findings of a review of a DFID programme in north-east
Nigeria, while Carolin Funke highlights the importance of strategic partnerships between disabilityfocused organisations, drawing on her research in Cox’s Bazar. Sherin Alsheikh Ahmed describes
Islamic Relief Worldwide’s approach to mainstreaming protection and inclusion, while Pauline Thivillier
and Valentina Shafina outline IRC’s Client Responsive Programming. The edition ends with reflections
by Mirela Turcanu and Yves Ngunzi Kahashi on CAFOD’s SADI approach.
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From 30 million to zero malaria cases in China: lessons learned for China–Africa
collaboration in malaria elimination
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Viewpoint

CDC Interim Recommendations for Fully Vaccinated People - An Important First Step
Athalia Christie, MIA; Sarah A. Mbaeyi, MD; Rochelle P. Walensky, MD
free access has active quiz
JAMA. 2021;325(15):1501-1502. doi:10.1001/jama.2021.4367
This Viewpoint summarizes CDC activity recommendations for individuals fully vaccinated against
SARS-CoV-2 infection, including resumption of low-risk gatherings among vaccinated people and
maintenance of public health measures in activities involving unvaccinated people.
Incentivizing Vaccination Uptake - The “Green Pass” Proposal in Israel
Rachel Wilf-Miron, MD, MPH; Vicki Myers, PhD; Mor Saban, PhD
free access has active quiz
JAMA. 2021;325(15):1503-1504. doi:10.1001/jama.2021.4300
This Viewpoint explains the “green pass” program in Israel to encourage residents to seek COVID-19
vaccination, with incentives including access to social, cultural, and sports events and gyms, hotels,
and restaurants as well as exemption from quarantine after travel or exposure to an individual with
SARS-CoV-2 infection.
JAMA Network
COVID-19 Update April 24, 2021
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Editorials

A Groundbreaking Systematic Review, but That Alone Is Not Enough to Change the Course
of Programming on Child Marriage Prevention
Venkatraman Chandra-Mouli, Marina Plesons
Published in issue: May 2021

Review Article

20 Years of the Evidence Base on What Works to Prevent Child Marriage: A Systematic
Review
Anju Malhotra, Shatha Elnakib
Published online: January 11, 2021
p847-862
This review assesses evaluations published from 2000 to 2019 to shed light on what approaches
work, especially at scale and sustainably, to prevent child marriage in low- and middle-income
countries.
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Editorial

2021: the beginning of a new era of immunisations?
The Lancet
While the world is firmly focused on the efficacy, adverse events, licensing, and roll-out of COVID-19
vaccines, the disruption of and barriers to routine immunisations during the pandemic have garnered
much less attention. World Immunization Week (April 24–30) presents an opportunity to reflect on the
state of immunisation efforts for vaccine-preventable diseases, how the COVID-19 pandemic has
affected progress, and what lessons can accelerate efforts to prevent diseases through immunisation.
The Immunization Agenda 2030 (IA2030) will be officially launched on April 26. This agenda provides a
new global vision and strategy for vaccines for the next decade, following on from the Global Vaccine
Action Plan (2011–20). Before the beginning of the pandemic, progress in vaccine coverage had
already been stalling between 2010 and 2019. For example, according to WHO and UNICEF data,
global rates of immunisation with the first dose of measles-containing vaccine remained at 84–85%.
The Global Vaccine Action Plan was important to bring partners together and broadened the vaccine
coverage to include newer vaccines, such as those for rotavirus and hepatitis B. However, the
conclusion of a WHO evaluation was that it did not make progress in addressing inequity and was only
partly successful in influencing national actions as a top–down approach.
IA2030 sets out a very ambitious plan, taking lessons learnt into account and hoping that COVID-19
prevention provides a stark reminder of the importance and power of vaccines. The agenda, which was
designed with the cooperation of countries, puts much more emphasis on an approach tailored to the
national context and integrated into primary health-care services, particularly to prioritise populations
that have not been reached. Immunisation at all ages should be part of such a national plan and will
vary in national strategies according to demographics. The agenda aims to be adaptable to changing
circumstances brought on by, for example, increased migration, civil unrest, climate change, or future
pandemics, but the specifics on how such resilience can be achieved are not established. The four
overarching principles the IA2030 puts forward are a people-centred, country-owned, partnershipbased, and data-guided approach.
Nobody would disagree with the agenda's aims. It is laudable that previous shortcomings have been
considered and health systems strengthening, especially at the primary care level, is seen as crucial for
sustainable progress. The key to success, however, will be how to implement the national plans and to
ensure financing is sustained. The COVID-19 pandemic has made this task much more difficult by
severely disrupting routine immunisation. Because of travel restrictions, deployment of scarce health
workers to COVID-19 care, shortage of personal protective equipment, and disruption of supply chains,
many countries will have to provide catch-up services and risk severe outbreaks of vaccine-preventable
diseases when easing lockdown. Interruptions in survey data collection will mean data gaps will make it

harder to identify those most in need. COVID-19 has further exacerbated inequities and poverty and
has led to mass migration from urban to rural areas in many countries, making it difficult to keep track
of people needing vaccinations.
But COVID-19 has also catalysed new approaches to vaccine development and mass vaccination efforts
that could be taken forward in national routine immunisation plans and vaccine development more
generally. For example, house-to-house COVID-19 vaccinations, as offered in some high-income
countries to vaccinate individuals shielding or unable to travel, might reach those otherwise missed.
Short-term vaccination centres could be used, and school-based or work-based vaccinations could be
offered. Electronic immunisation registries should be rolled out widely to facilitate data collection and
identification of gaps with attention to data protection and security. Accelerating vaccine development,
testing in trials, and licensing with robust post-licensing surveillance should become the new norm.
Techniques used for COVID-19 vaccines, such as the use of mRNA, might be applicable to other
diseases. Early-phase research for mRNA and vector-based vaccines for HIV has started.
Much has been achieved through vaccination, with many lives saved and disabilities prevented. Science
has brought us options for many diseases, with further possibilities on the horizon. A new era of
immunisations is much needed and the IA2030 sets out a very good framework. But vaccine hesitancy
remains an important issue to tackle. And without addressing the fundamental underlying barriers of
inequity, poverty, political posturing, and commercial interest protection, the next decade will not
achieve much more than the past.

Comment

Human rights and fair access to COVID-19 vaccines: the International AIDS Society–
Lancet Commission on Health and Human Rights

Commissioners of and collaborators with the International AIDS Society–Lancet Commission on Health
and Human Rights

… The Commission had its first meeting in early 2021 and expects to produce its first full report in
2022. The key questions that will inform our work are shown in the panel. We are charged with
examining how to ensure that human rights are at the core of global health efforts, enabling them to
fulfil the lofty goals outlined in the WHO Constitution, in international human rights treaties, and in
many national constitutions and legal frameworks: that the enjoyment of the highest attainable
standard of health is one of the fundamental rights of every human being without distinction and that
the health of all peoples is fundamental to the attainment of peace and security and is dependent on
the fullest cooperation of individuals and states.23
The Commission's work will seek to strengthen and expand health and human rights efforts to
include emerging areas that impact the right to health, including misinformation, disinformation, social
media, and the politicisation of health information; the climate crisis and the right to a sustainable
environment; and the social determinants of health arising from inequity, social injustice, and conflict
and displacement.

Framing questions the Commission will interrogate

1. What is the future of the health and human rights framework?
2. How can the health and human rights framework be revitalised and reinvigorated to achieve healthy
communities?
3. What domains of the health and human rights framework are most relevant for ensuring robust
health systems and universal access to prevention and care?
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The escalating tuberculosis crisis in central and South American prisons
Katharine S Walter, et al

Summary

In the past decade, tuberculosis incidence has declined in much of the world, but has risen in central
and South America. It is not yet clear what is driving this reversal of progress in tuberculosis control.
Since 2000, the incarcerated population in central and South America has grown by 206%, the greatest
increase in the world. Over the same period, notified tuberculosis cases among the incarcerated
population (hereinafter termed persons deprived of their liberty [PDL], following the Inter-American
Commission on Human Rights) have risen by 269%. In both central and South America, the rise of
disease among PDL more than offsets tuberculosis control gains in the general population. Tuberculosis
is increasingly concentrated among PDL; currently, 11% of all notified tuberculosis cases in central and
South America occur among PDL who comprise less than 1% of the population. The extraordinarily
high risk of acquiring tuberculosis within prisons creates a health and human rights crisis for PDL that
also undermines wider tuberculosis control efforts. Controlling tuberculosis in this region will require
countries to take urgent measures to prioritise the health of PDL.
The Lancet Child & Adolescent Health
Apr 2021 Volume 5 Number 4 p233-308, e9-e11
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Nature
Volume 592 Issue 7855, 22 April 2021
https://www.nature.com/nature/volumes/592/issues/7855
Editorial 21 April 2021
Africa’s vaccines revolution must have research at its core
It’s an injustice that Africa has to import 99% of its vaccines. COVID has sparked a push for change
— and researchers have a crucial role.

Article | 24 March 2021

Quadrivalent influenza nanoparticle vaccines induce broad protection
A nanoparticle influenza vaccine candidate is shown to induce broad cross-reactive antibody
responses in animal models.
Seyhan Boyoglu-Barnum, Daniel Ellis & Masaru Kanekiyo
Nature Biotechnology
Volume 39 Issue 4, April 2021
https://www.nature.com/nbt/volumes/39/issues/4
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Nature Human Behaviour
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Review Article | 01 April 2021
Intelligence, health and death
Cognitive epidemiology studies prospective associations between cognitive abilities and health
outcomes. Deary et al. review research in this field over the past decade, synthesizing evidence and
outlining open questions.
Ian J. Deary, W. David Hill & Catharine R. Gale

Resource | 08 March 2021

A global panel database of pandemic policies (Oxford COVID-19 Government Response
Tracker)
The Oxford COVID-19 Government Response Tracker (OxCGRT) records data on 19 different
government COVID-19 policy indicators for over 190 countries. Covering closure and containment,
health and economics measures, it creates an evidence base for effective responses.
Thomas Hale, Noam Angrist & Helen Tatlow

Article | 21 December 2020

Multivariate genome-wide analysis of education, socioeconomic status and brain phenome
Accounting for the genetic effects of education and socioeconomic status, psychopathology and
psychosocial factors revealed trait-specific genetic architecture, associated biological inference and
correlative and putatively causal relationships.
Frank R. Wendt, Gita A. Pathak & Renato Polimanti

Registered Report | 04 January 2021

Religion, parochialism and intuitive cooperation
In this Registered Report, Isler et al. test whether religious cooperation is intuitively parochial. They
find evidence of religious parochialism but not intuitive cooperation. Exploratory analyses suggest that
deliberation tends to promote cooperation in general.
Ozan Isler, Onurcan Yilmaz & A. John Maule
Nature Medicine
Volume 27 Issue 4, April 2021
https://www.nature.com/nm/volumes/27/issues/4
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Perspective

An Uncertain Public — Encouraging Acceptance of Covid-19 Vaccines
Gillian K. SteelFisher, Ph.D., Robert J. Blendon, Sc.D., and Hannah Caporello, B.A.
… To understand public attitudes toward taking a Covid-19 vaccine and the factors likely to affect
willingness to do so going forward, we examined 39 nationally representative, randomized polls with
publicly available tabulations that were conducted between August 2020 and February 2021 (see
Supplementary Appendix, available at NEJM.org). Our framework provides a perspective different from
that of much of the media reporting on individual polls and informs our recommendations for outreach
efforts to encourage vaccine uptake — efforts in which we believe physicians can play an important
role…
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Audio Interview: Covid-19 Vaccines and Pregnancy — A Conversation with CDC Director
Rochelle WalenskyE.J. Rubin, L.R. Baden, R.P. Walensky, and S. Morrissey
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Towards the elimination of Plasmodium vivax malaria: Implementing the radical cure
Kamala Thriemer, Benedikt Ley, Lorenz von Seidlein
Collection Review | published 23 Apr 2021 PLOS Medicine
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pmed.1003494

Summary points

:: Efforts to control Plasmodium vivax malaria have been less successful than for Plasmodium
falciparum, resulting in higher prevalence of P. vivax malaria in most coendemic regions. One of the
key differences between the 2 species is the ability of P. vivax to form hypnozoites causing relapses
which facilitate transmission. Preventing P. vivax relapses is key for the elimination of P. vivax malaria.
:: The widescale use of the radical cure to clear hypnozoites has been underutilized in most endemic
countries. Two breakthroughs have increased the likelihood that the radical cure will be rolled out in P.
vivax endemic regions: To clear hypnozoites, primaquine can be administered in short, high-dose
regimens or a single dose of the recently licensed tafenoquine is administered. Novel technologies
allow measurement of glucose-6-phosphate dehydrogenase (G6PD) activity at the point of care.
Identifying patients with low G6PD activity, not eligible for these novel regimens, is a precondition for
their safe administration.
:: Novel approaches to P. vivax elimination such as mass drug administrations of antimalarial drugs
including 8-aminoquinolines require considerable resources and carry safety risks.
:: A safe and protective P. vivax vaccine would be an asset in the elimination of P. vivax malaria but is
unlikely to be available in the near future.
:: Case management that includes a radical cure is currently the most promising approach to P. vivax
elimination. New regimens for radical cure and the possibility to minimise the risk of haemolysis
through novel G6PD tests bring up operational challenges, but if deployed wisely could have sufficient
impact to eliminate if not eradicate P. vivax malaria.
Addressing power asymmetries in global health: Imperatives in the wake of the COVID-19
pandemic
Seye Abimbola, Sumegha Asthana, Cristian Montenegro Cortes, Renzo R. Guinto, Desmond Tanko
Jumbam, Lance Louskieter, Kenneth Munge Kabubei, Shehnaz Munshi, Kui Muraya, Fredros Okumu,
Senjuti Saha, Deepika Saluja, Madhukar Pai
Collection Review | published 22 Apr 2021 PLOS Medicine
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pmed.1003604

Summary points

:: The Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic, the Black Lives Matter and Women in Global
Health movements, and ongoing calls to decolonise global health have all created space for
uncomfortable but important conversations that reveal serious asymmetries of power and privilege that
permeate all aspects of global health.
:: In this article, we, a diverse, gender-balanced group of public (global) health researchers and
practitioners (most currently living in the so-called global South), outline what we see as imperatives
for change in a post-pandemic world.
:: At the individual level (including and especially ourselves), we emphasise the need to emancipate
and decolonise our own minds (from the colonial conditionings of our education), straddle and use our
privilege responsibly (to empower others and avoid elite capture), and build “Southern” networks (to
affirm our ownership of global health).
:: At the organisational level, we call for global health organisations to practice real diversity and
inclusion (in ways that go beyond the cosmetic), to localise their funding decisions (with people on the
ground in the driving seat), and to progressively self-decentralise (and so, divest themselves of
financial, epistemic, and political power).
:: And at both the individual and organisational level, we emphasise the need to hold ourselves, our
governments, and global health organisations accountable to these goals, and especially for
governance structures and processes that reflect a commitment to real change.
:: By putting a spotlight on coloniality and existing inequalities, the COVID-19 pandemic inspires calls
for a more equitable world and for a decolonised and decentralised approach to global health research
and practice, one that moves beyond tokenistic box ticking about diversity and inclusion into real and
accountable commitments to transformative change.
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Serious adverse reactions associated with ivermectin: A systematic pharmacovigilance
study in sub-Saharan Africa and in the rest of the World
Jérémy T. Campillo, Michel Boussinesq, Sébastien Bertout, Jean-Luc Faillie, Cédric B. Chesnais
Research Article | published 20 Apr 2021 PLOS Neglected Tropical Diseases
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pntd.0009354
PLoS One
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Acceptance and attitudes toward COVID-19 vaccines: A cross-sectional study from Jordan
Tamam El-Elimat, Mahmoud M. AbuAlSamen, Basima A. Almomani, Nour A. Al-Sawalha, Feras Q. Alali
Research Article | published 23 Apr 2021 PLOS ONE
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0250555
The belief that politics drive scientific research & its impact on COVID-19 risk assessment
Danielle M. McLaughlin, Jack Mewhirter, Rebecca Sanders
Research Article | published 21 Apr 2021 PLOS ONE
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0249937

PNAS - Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States
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April 20, 2021; vol. 118 no. 16
https://www.pnas.org/content/118/16

Economic Sciences
Open Access

Dynamic prioritization of COVID-19 vaccines when social distancing is limited for essential
workers
Jack H. Buckner, Gerardo Chowell, and Michael R. Springborn
PNAS April 20, 2021 118 (16) e2025786118; https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.2025786118
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Moral injury and the need to carry out ethically responsible research
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overflowing field of data and noise
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Risk Analysis
Volume 41, Issue 4 Pages: 559-699 April 2021
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/15396924/current

Special Issue: Risk Assessment, Economic Evaluation, and Decisions

Perspectives

Introduction to Special Issue on Risk Assessment, Economic Evaluation, and Decisions
James K. Hammitt, Lisa A. Robinson

Abstract

Integrating risk assessment, economic evaluation, and uncertainty to inform policy decisions is a core
challenge to risk analysis. In September 2019, the Harvard Center for Risk Analysis, with support from
the Society for Risk Analysis Economics and Benefits Analysis Specialty Group and others, convened a
workshop to address this issue. The workshop built in part on the recommendations of the 2009
National Research Council report, Science and Decisions: Advancing Risk Assessment. It honored John
S. Evans, whose thoughtful and innovative teaching and scholarship have significantly advanced
thinking on these issues. This special issue features a profile of Dr. Evans and nine articles that build
on work presented at the workshop.
Risk Management and Healthcare Policy
https://www.dovepress.com/risk-management-and-healthcare-policy-archive56
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Science
23 April 2021 Vol 372, Issue 6540
http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl

In-Depth

After vaccine failures, France laments biomedical decline
By Tania Rabesandratana
Science23 Apr 2021 : 331-332 Full Access
Researchers blame a squeeze in basic research funding and scarce venture capital for biotech startups.

Policy Forum

Reframing rankings in educational assessments
By Steffi Pohl, Esther Ulitzsch, Matthias von Davier
Science23 Apr 2021 : 338-340 Restricted Access
Ability and test-taking behavior should be disentangled and jointly reported to improve interpretation
and fairness

Perspectives

Distributed manufacturing for and by the masses
By Chinedum E. Okwudire, Harsha V. Madhyastha
Science23 Apr 2021 : 341-342 Full Access
Networked systems, artificial intelligence, and an engaged public can enable mass customization of
local products
Science Translational Medicine
21 April 2021 Vol 13, Issue 590
https://stm.sciencemag.org/
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Social Science & Medicine
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https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/social-science-and-medicine/vol/274/suppl/C
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http://www.stabilityjournal.org/articles
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Stanford Social Innovation Review
Winter 2021 Volume 19, Number 1
https://ssir.org/issue/winter_2021#
Read about how workers are using digital tools and online engagement during the COVID-19
pandemic to achieve real benefits, how win-win strategies promoted by academics and business
leaders are unproven and counterproductive, how human-centered design for social innovation has
become more collaborative and focused on systems change, how employees are fighting to make their
companies better corporate citizens, and other topics in the Winter 2021 issue of Stanford Social
Innovation Review.
Systematic Reviews
https://systematicreviewsjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles
[Accessed 24 Apr 2021]
https://stm.sciencemag.org/

Commentary

Establishing a comprehensive search strategy for Indigenous health literature reviews

Appropriate search strategies are essential to ensure the integrity and reproducibility of systematic and
scoping reviews, as researchers seek to capture as many relevant resources as possible. In the case of
...
Authors: Louise Harding, Caterina J. Marra and Judy Illes
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Theoretical Medicine and Bioethics
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[Reviewed earlier]
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Volume 22 Issue 2, April 2021
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/tvaa/current
[Reviewed earlier]
Travel Medicine and Infectious Diseases
Volume 40 March–April 2021
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/travel-medicine-and-infectious-disease/vol/40/suppl/C
[Reviewed earlier]
Tropical Medicine & International Health
Volume 26, Issue 4 Pages: i-iv, 385-502 April 2021
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13653156/current
[Reviewed earlier]
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Vulnerable Children and Youth Studies

An International Interdisciplinary Journal for Research, Policy and Care
Volume 16, Issue 1, 2021
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rvch20/current
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World Development
Volume 141 May 2021
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[Reviewed earlier]
World Heritage Review
n°96 - December 2020
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Current Issue

World Heritage and Biodiversity
These articles were prepared in anticipation of the UN Biodiversity Conference (COP 15) originally
planned for October 2020 in Kunming, China, and the designation of a “biodiversity super year”. Many

far-reaching decisions concerning the preservation of biodiversity were meant to be taken in 2020. But
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, a number of international meetings including COP 15 could not take
place and have been postponed.
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