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:: Week in Review
A highly selective capture of strategic developments, research, commentary, analysis and
announcements spanning Human Rights Action, Humanitarian Response, Health, Education, Holistic
Development, Heritage Stewardship, Sustainable Resilience. Achieving a balance across these broad
themes is a challenge and we appreciate your observations and ideas in this regard. This is not
intended to be a "news and events" digest.
::::::
::::::
State of World Population 2021 :: My Body is My Own – Claiming the right to Autonomy
and Self-Determination
UNFPA April 2021 :: 164 pages
Download the report: EN ES FR AR RU

Press Release

Nearly half of all women are denied their bodily autonomy, says new UNFPA report, My
Body is My Own

Violations include rape, forced sterilization, virginity testing, female genital mutilation and more

NEW YORK, 14 April 2021 - Nearly half of women in 57 developing countries are denied the right to
decide whether to have sex with their partners, use contraception or seek health care, according to
UNFPA's 2021 flagship State of World Population report, released today.
For the first time, a United Nations report focuses on bodily autonomy: the power and agency to make
choices about your body, without fear of violence or having someone else decide for you. This lack of
bodily autonomy has massive implications beyond the profound harms to individual women and girls:
potentially depressing economic productivity, undercutting skills, and resulting in extra costs to health
care and judicial systems.

Key findings: my body, but not my choice

Through this groundbreaking report, UNFPA is measuring both women’s power to make their own
decisions about their bodies and the extent to which countries’ laws support or interfere with a
woman’s right to make these decisions. The data show a strong link between decision-making power
and higher levels of education.
The report shows that in countries where data are available:
:: Only 55 per cent of women are fully empowered to make choices over health care, contraception
and the ability to say yes or no to sex.
:: Only 71 per cent of countries guarantee access to overall maternity care.
:: Only 75 per cent of countries legally ensure full, equal access to contraception.
:: Only about 80 per cent of countries have laws supporting sexual health and well-being.
:: Only about 56 per cent of countries have laws and policies supporting comprehensive sexuality
education.
“The fact that nearly half of women still cannot make their own decisions about whether or not to have
sex, use contraception or seek health care should outrage us all,” says UNFPA Executive Director Dr.
Natalia Kanem. “In essence, hundreds of millions of women and girls do not own their own bodies.
Their lives are governed by others.”
The report also documents many other ways that the bodily autonomy of women, men, girls and boys
is violated, revealing that:
:: Twenty countries or territories have “marry-your-rapist” laws, where a man can escape criminal
prosecution if he marries the woman or girl he has raped.
:: Forty-three countries have no legislation addressing the issue of marital rape (rape by a spouse).
:: More than 30 countries restrict women’s right to move around outside the home.
:: Girls and boys with disabilities are nearly three times more likely to be subjected to sexual violence,
with girls at the greatest risk…
::::::
::::::
Fighting trafficking in human beings: New strategy to prevent trafficking, break criminal
business models, protect and empower victims
European Commission

Press release 14 April 2021 Brussels

The Commission is presenting today a new Strategy on Combatting Trafficking in Human Beings (20212025), focusing on preventing the crime, bringing traffickers to justice and protecting and empowering
victims. Between 2017 and 2018, there were more than 14,000 registered victims within the European
Union. Globally, traffickers make estimated profits of €29.4 billion in a single year. With demand for
exploitation expected to continue, traffickers moving their acts online and the pandemic likely to create
the conditions for increased exploitation, today's strategy sets out the measures that will allow the EU
and its Member States to continue strengthening their response…
Commissioner for Home Affairs, Ylva Johansson, said: "Trafficking in human beings is a crime that
should have no place in our societies. Yet, criminals continue to traffic victims, mainly women and
children, and mostly for sexual exploitation. We owe the victims protection, and we need to bring to
justice the perpetrators who treat human beings as a commodity. We will look at the rules in place to
check if they are still fit for purpose and we will assess the possibility of criminalising the use of
exploited services from trafficking victims”.
The strategy builds on the EU's comprehensive legal and policy framework in place to address
trafficking in human beings, rooted in the Anti-trafficking Directive. The Commission will continue to
support Member States in the implementation of the Directive and, if necessary, will propose revisions
to make sure it is fit for purpose. The EU anti-trafficking coordinator will continue to play a key role in
the implementation of this strategy.
In addition, the Strategy focuses on:
:: Reducing demand that fosters trafficking: The Commission will assess the possibility of
establishing minimum EU rules criminalising the use of exploited services of trafficking victims and will
organise - together with national authorities and civil society organisations - a prevention campaign
targeting high-risk sectors. The Commission will also consider strengthening Employers' Sanctions
Directive and will propose legislation on corporate governance to clarify the responsibilities of
companies and will provide guidance on due diligence to help prevent forced labour.
:: Breaking the business model of traffickers, online and offline: The Commission will conduct
a dialogue with internet and technology companies to reduce the use of online platforms for the
recruitment and exploitation of victims. The Commission will encourage systematic training of law
enforcement and judicial practitioners on detecting and addressing trafficking in human beings.
:: Protecting, supporting and empowering the victims with a specific focus on women and
children: The Strategy seeks to improve the early identification of victims and their referral for further
assistance and protection, strengthen victim empowerment programmes and facilitate re-integration.
The Commission will also fund gender-specific and child-sensitive training to help police, social workers,
border guards or healthcare staff detect victims.
:: Promoting international cooperation: With half of the victims identified in the EU being non-EU
citizens, cooperation with international partners is key to address trafficking. The EU will use a range of
foreign policy instruments and operational cooperation to help combat trafficking in countries of origin
and transit including through dedicated human rights and security dialogues, enhanced cooperation
with the Council of Europe and regular and targeted communication, action and exchange of
information with EU delegations in partner countries. The upcoming Action Plan against Migrant
Smuggling will also help disrupt traffickers' business in moving victims for exploitation to Europe…

EU Strategy to tackle Organised Crime & EU Strategy on combatting Trafficking in Human
Beings: Questions and Answers
Questions and answers 14 April 2021
::::::
::::::
Development – SDG Investment
UNDP and GISD Alliance Launch ‘SDG Investor Platform’ to unlock trillions on SDG-Aligned
Investment Globally
Posted on April 14, 2021
New York - The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the UN Secretary-General’s
Global Investors for Sustainable Development (GISD) Alliance today launched the ‘SDG Investor
Platform,’ an innovative tool to facilitate private sector investments that contribute to furthering the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG).
According to the OECD’s latest data, developing countries are facing a shortfall of USD 4.2
trillion in the financing they would need this year to keep them on track for the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development. Reallocating just 1.1% of the total assets held by banks,
institutional investors, or asset managers would be sufficient to fill the gap in SDG financing.
Building on the SDG Investor Maps – created by UNDP’s SDG Finance initiative SDG Impact - and
leveraging on UNDP’s presence in more than 170 countries and territories, the SDG Investor Platform established in partnership with the GISD Alliance - provides private sector investors with access to
country level market intelligence, including on-the-ground insights on the local investment landscape
and investor connections.
SDG Investor Maps is a unique tool that allows investors to identify the impact/sustainability areas that,
combined with high return, can be game-changers in their portfolio. To date, it has identified over
200 investment opportunities in 14 countries[1] covering a wide range of sectors, from
food and beverage to healthcare and infrastructure, where financial promise and impact
potential to advance the SDGs coalesce. The production of SDG Investor Maps is expected to
grow further in 2021 and 2022 across all continents.[2]…
::::::
::::::
COVID – Global Recovery
Secretary-General, at Economic and Social Council Forum, Spells Out Priority Areas for
Urgent Action in Response to, Recovery from COVID-19
SG/SM/20681 12 April 2021

Following are UN Secretary-General António Guterres’ remarks to the opening of the 2021 Economic
and Social Council Forum on Financing for Development, in New York today:

Financing for Development in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic means an unprecedented effort
to mobilize resources and political will. Since the pandemic began one year ago, no element of our
multilateral response has gone as it should.
More than 3 million people have lost their lives. Some 120 million people have fallen back into extreme
poverty, while the equivalent of 255 million full-time jobs have been lost. We have seen the worst
recession in 90 years. And the crisis is far from over. Indeed, the speed of infections is now even
increasing.
We need to heed the lessons now if we are to reverse these dangerous trends, prevent successive
waves of infection, avoid a lengthy global recession and get back on track to fulfil the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development and the Paris Agreement on climate change. Unity and solidarity will save
lives and prevent communities and economies from falling into catastrophic debt and dysfunction.
Advancing an equitable global response and recovery from the pandemic is putting
multilateralism to the test. So far, it is a test we have failed. The vaccination effort is one
example. Just 10 countries across the world account for around 75 per cent of global
vaccinations. Many countries have yet to start vaccinating their health-care workers and most
vulnerable citizens. A global vaccine gap threatens everyone’s health and well-being. The virus is
dangerous everywhere if it spreads unchecked anywhere. And global value chains do not function if
one link is broken.
Some estimates put the global cost of unequal access and vaccine hoarding at more than
$9 trillion. The same lack of solidarity means that some countries have mobilized relief packages
worth trillions of dollars, while many developing countries face insurmountable debt burdens that will
put the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) completely out of reach if not corrected.
Even in 2019, before the pandemic, 25 countries spent more on debt service than on education, health,
and social protection combined. Now, many Governments face an impossible choice between servicing
debt or saving lives. But in reality, there is just one choice: to take action to avert a global debt crisis.
Inequalities are also growing within countries, as women and girls and the most vulnerable groups
have been hit the hardest by the pandemic. Nearly 170 million children around the world have been
out of school for a year. We face a global education crisis with a devastating long-term impact on
individuals and their communities, which could contribute to inequality across the generations.
We are here today to set the course for an equitable, sustainable and resilient response and recovery
from COVID-19. I call for urgent action in six areas.
First, vaccines must be available to all countries in need. We must close the funding gap of the
COVAX facility. To end the pandemic for good, we need equitable access to vaccines for everyone,
everywhere…
::::::
::::::
COVID 19 Vaccines – Access

Global leaders rally to accelerate access to COVID-19 vaccines for lower-income countries
:: The “One World Protected” Event, hosted today by the United States and Gavi, the
Vaccine Alliance, launched a campaign to raise US$ 2 billion for the global fight against
COVID-19.
:: The additional funding from donors and countries with MDB support will enable the Gavi
COVAX Advance Market Commitment (AMC) to secure 1.8 billion doses of COVID-19
vaccines for 92 lower-income countries by the end of the year.
:: At the event, governments and private sector partners made early pledges worth nearly
US$ 400 million and committed to donate millions of COVID-19 vaccine doses to COVAX to
benefit the most vulnerable in lower-income economies.
:: The new campaign will culminate in June 2021, at the Gavi COVAX AMC Summit, which
will be hosted by Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga of Japan.
::::::
::::::
COVID 19 Impacts
New Global Fund Report Shows Massive Disruption to Health Care Caused by COVID-19 in
Africa and Asia
13 April 2021
GENEVA – A new report by the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria shows COVID-19
has massively disrupted health systems and health service delivery for HIV, TB and malaria in low- and
middle-income countries in Africa and Asia in 2020. The report highlights the urgent need to scale up
the adaptive measures that health facilities adopted to continue the fight against HIV, TB, malaria, to
ramp up delivery of critical supplies for the COVID-19 response, and prevent health care systems and
community responses from collapse.
Through programmatic spot-checks recording information from 502 health facilities in 32 countries in
Africa and Asia between April and September 2020, the Global Fund has assembled a snapshot of the
extent of the disruption to health services for HIV, TB and malaria, and of how health facilities have
responded.
“This snapshot underscores the scale of the challenge,” said Peter Sands, Executive Director of the
Global Fund. “HIV prevention has been knocked backwards. With the dramatic drop in case
management for malaria, we face a real risk for a spike in mortality. Much of the progress we’ve made
to close the gap on finding “missing” people with TB has been reversed. The stark truth is that we will
see more incremental deaths from HIV, TB and malaria in 2021 as a consequence of the disruption
caused by COVID-19 in 2020.”
The data collected shows that for April to September 2020, compared to the same six-month period in
2019:
:: HIV testing fell 41%.
:: TB referrals – where patients suspected of having TB are referred to the next step of diagnosis and
treatment – declined by 59%.

:: Malaria diagnoses fell by 31%.
:: Antenatal care visits fell by 43%.
The spot-checks also highlighted a critical lack of tests, treatments and PPE needed to fight COVID-19,
particularly in Africa:
:: Only 45% of health facilities had enough essential PPE items for its health workers, including masks,
disinfectant, gloves and hand sanitizer.
:: Across the 24 countries in Africa that were surveyed, only 11% of health facilities could conduct
COVID-19 antigen rapid diagnostic tests, and only 8% could conduct polymerase chain reaction (PCR)
tests.
However, the snapshot also shows that countries that implemented adaptive measures to counter the
impact of COVID-19 on health service continuity fared better than those that did not adapt. More than
two-thirds (68%) of facilities surveyed adopted at least one adaptive measure, such as dispensing
long-term supplies of medicines for HIV and TB to patients, or switching to a door-to-door delivery
system for mosquito nets and preventative malaria medicines. These successful adaptations to service
disruption by COVID-19 need to be further investigated, scaled up and tailored to local contexts.
The Global Fund has already deployed nearly US$1 billion to fight COVID-19 and mitigate the impact
on HIV, TB and malaria in more than 100 countries. Through the ACT-Accelerator, the global
collaboration to ensure the accelerated launch and equitable deployment of tools to fight COVID-19,
the Global Fund is now the primary channel for providing grant support to low- and middle-income
countries on tests, treatments (including medical oxygen), PPE and health system strengthening. For
the Global Fund to fulfil its responsibility to the ACT-Accelerator and regain lost progress against HIV,
TB and malaria, an additional US$10 billion is needed. To date in 2021, the Global Fund has raised
US$3.7 billion.
“In most low- and middle-income countries, the crisis is far from over, with infections and deaths from
COVID-19 continuing to increase, and the knock-on impact on HIV, TB and malaria continuing to
escalate ” said Peter Sands, Executive Director of the Global Fund. “To regain the ground lost on the
three epidemics in 2020 and to step up the fight against COVID-19, we have to massively scale up
adaptation programs, increase access to COVID-19 tools, and shore up systems for health so they don’t
collapse.”
Report: The impact of COVID-19 on HIV, TB and malaria services and systems for health: a
snapshot from 502 health facilities across Africa and Asia
::::::
::::::
Coronavirus [COVID-19] - WHO

Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC)

https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019

Weekly Epidemiological and Operational updates

Last update: 17 April 2021
Confirmed cases :: 139 501 934 [week ago: 134 308 070] [two weeks ago: 129 902 402]
Confirmed deaths :: 2 992 193 [week ago: 2 907 944 [two weeks ago: 2 831 815]
Countries, areas or territories with cases :: 223

::::::
::::::
UNICEF COVID-19 Vaccine Market Dashboard :: Agreements Table Accessed 17 Apr 2021

An overview of information collected from publicly announced bilateral and multilateral supply
agreements [Agreements view from 2021-03-31 to date]

No new agreements announced.
::::::
::::::

Our World in Data

Coronavirus (COVID-19) Vaccinations – Fully Vaccinated Population Percentage

::::::
::::::
Emergencies
POLIO

Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC)
Polio this week as of 13 April 2021
:: Dr Hamid Jafari, Director of Polio Eradication for WHO’s Eastern Mediterranean Region, declared
Somalia’s outbreak of circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type 3 (cVDPV3) closed a full 28 months
after this strain of polio was last detected in Somalia. Read more…

Summary of new WPV and cVDPV viruses this week (AFP cases and ES positives):
:: Afghanistan: four cVDPV2 cases
:: Pakistan: one WPV1 positive environmental sample
:: Burkina Faso: one cVDPV2 case
:: Congo: one cVDPV2 case
:: Côte d’Ivoire: one cVDPV2 case
:: Democratic Republic of the Congo: one cVDPV2 case
:: Guinea: five cVDPV2 cases

:: Liberia: one cVDPV2 positive environmental sample
:: Mali: two cVDPV2 cases
:: Senegal: one cVDPV2 case
:: Sierra Leone: two cVDPV2 cases
:: Yemen: three cVDPV1 cases
::::::
::::::
WHO/OCHA Emergencies

Editor’s Note:

Continuing with this edition, we include information about the last apparent update evident on the
WHO emergency country webpages, recognizing almost universal and significant interims since last
update regardless of the level of the emergency listed.
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies [to 17 Apr 2021]
Democratic Republic of the Congo - No new digest announcements [Last apparent update: 12 Jan

2021]

Mozambique floods - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 3 November

2020]

Nigeria - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 29 Jun 2020]
Somalia - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 17 July 2020]
South Sudan - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 4 February 2020]
Syrian Arab Republic - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 24 October

2020]

Yemen - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 30 June 2020]
::::::
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies [to 17 Apr 2021]
Iraq
:: WHO confirms the safety and efficacy of COVID-19 vaccines and urges Iraqis to register and
vaccinate to help defeat the pandemic
Baghdad – 11 April 2021. The World Health Organization (WHO) in Iraq refutes the fabricated
statement recently circulated in an unofficial social media platform to undermine the citizens'
confidence in the safety and efficacy of COVID-19 vaccines…
Niger
:: Le Niger a reçu 355 000 doses du vaccins Aztra Zeneca contre la COVID-19 expédiés par le
mécanisme COVAX
16 avril 2021
Afghanistan - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 5 July 2020]
Angola - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 16 March 2021]
Burkina Faso - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 01 avril 2021]
Burundi - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 04 July 2019]
Cameroon - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 22 August 2019]

Central African Republic - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 12 June

2018]

Ethiopia - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 22 August 2019]
Iran floods 2019 - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 2 March 2020]
Libya - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 7 October 2019]
Malawi - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 07 April 2021]
Measles in Europe - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 16-12-2020]
MERS-CoV - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 8 July 2019]
Mozambique - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 03 November 2020]
Myanmar - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 29 March 2021]
occupied Palestinian territory - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 4

September 2019]
HIV in Pakistan - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 27 August 2019]
Sao Tome and Principe Necrotizing Cellulitis (2017) - No new digest announcements
Sudan - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 24 June 2020]
Ukraine - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 1 May 2019]
Zimbabwe - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 10 May 2019]
::::::
WHO Grade 1 Emergencies [to 17 Apr 2021]
Chad - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 30 June 2018]
Djibouti - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 25 novembre 2020]
Kenya - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 06 March 2021]
Mali - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 3 May 2017]
Namibia - viral hepatitis - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 20 July

2018]

Tanzania - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 21 October 2020]
::::::
::::::
UN OCHA – Current Emergencies
COVID-19 - No new unique digest announcements identified
*

*

*

*

:: Agency/Government/IGO Watch

We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for key
media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on regional or global
level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific coverage is limited. Please
suggest additional organizations to monitor.
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly
[to 17 Apr 2021]
https://www.un.org/press/en

Selected Meetings/Press Releases/Announcements

16 April 2021
ECOSOC/7039
Economic and Social Council: Special Meeting on “A Vaccine for All”
15 April 2021
DSG/SM/1569
Raise $2 Billion to Support Full Funding of COVAX Advance Market Commitment, Deputy
Secretary-General Urges, in Message for Event
12 April 2021
SG/SM/20681
Secretary-General, at Economic and Social Council Forum, Spells Out Priority Areas for
Urgent Action in Response to, Recovery from COVID-19
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true

Top News

Japan: UN experts say deeply disappointed by decision to discharge Fukushima water
Intensifying widespread, systematic slaughter by Myanmar military must be halted –
Bachelet
Israel/OPT: UN experts warn of rising levels of Israeli settler violence in a climate of
impunity
UN Rights Chief urges UK Parliament to amend proposed law that limits accountability for
torture and other war crimes
USA: “Rewards for Justice” program violates human rights, say UN experts
United Nations Human Rights Council [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL

Council News
No new digest content identified.

Committee on the Rights of the Child [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx

Latest News
No new digest content identified.

Special Rapporteur on the sale and sexual exploitation of children [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx

Latest News

No new digest content identified.
SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed
Conflict [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/

Press Releases
No new digest content identified.

SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict
[to 17 Apr 2021]
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/
14 April, 2021
Statement of SRSG-SVC Pramila Patten at the Security Council Open Debate on ConflictRelated Sexual Violence
Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx

Latest News
No new digest content identified.

Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable
standard of physical and mental health [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx

Latest News

UN experts urge Cambodia to review approach to COVID-19
GENEVA (12 April 2021) – UN human rights experts* expressed serious concern over a series of
harsh new legal and administrative measures adopted by the Royal Government of Cambodia in
response to the COVID-19 pandemic that undermine fundamental human rights, including freedom of
movement, peaceful assembly and the right to work.
The Law on Preventive Measures Against the Spread of COVID-19 and other Severe and Dangerous
Contagious Diseases, which was promulgated on 11 March, allows 20-year prison terms and fines of up
to 20 million riels (USD 5,000) for those convicted of violations. The law grants the Government power
to ban or restrict any gathering or demonstration. At least four people have reportedly been arrested
since the law came into effect, and several others sent to quarantine.
“Restrictions on fundamental freedoms and rights on public health grounds must not breach rights
and freedoms guaranteed by international human rights law, and they must be proportionate, nondiscriminatory, time-bound and purpose limited,” the experts said. “We are concerned that the
administrative and penal measures, including excessive prison sentences and fines provided in the law,
appear to be disproportionate and unwarranted. All measures taken to fight the pandemic, including
possible punishments, should be necessary and proportionate and not be used excessively.”
While noting Government efforts to contain the virus and limit community transmissions, the experts
also expressed dismay over the recent disclosure of personal information of individuals who have
tested positive for COVID-19…

Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx

Latest News
No new digest content identified.

Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx

Latest news
No new digest content identified.

Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx

Latest News
No new digest content identified.

UN OCHA Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://www.unocha.org/

Press Releases
No new digest content identified.

Centre for Humanitarian Data/HDX [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://centre.humdata.org/

Resource

COVID-19 Data Explorer: Global Humanitarian Operations
UNICEF [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases
Statement 04/14/2021
UNICEF statement following the death of at least 20 children trapped in a fire at a school
in Niger’s capital, Niamey
Statement attributable to Mr. Aboubacry Tall, UNICEF Representative a.i. in Niger

Press release 04/14/2021

16 children and 27 adults dead off the coast of Djibouti after migrant boat capsizes

News note 04/13/2021

Geneva Palais Briefing note on the situation of children in Cabo Delgado, Mozambique
This is a summary of what was said by Manuel Fontaine, UNICEF’s Director of Emergency Programmes
– to whom quoted text may be attributed – via video conference from Pemba, Mozambique, at today's
press briefing at the Palais des Nations in Geneva

Press release 04/12/2021

UNICEF providing humanitarian assistance to nearly 5,000 children affected by volcano
eruption in Saint Vincent
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html

Selected News Releases, Announcements

UNHCR calls for more support for Nicaraguans forced to flee
16 Apr 2021
Civilians at risk from escalating fighting in Yemen’s Marib
16 Apr 2021
UNHCR’s Grandi and Pope Francis share a vision of global response to displacement based
on solidarity and care
16 Apr 2021
UNHCR, IOM: At least 40 people drown in shipwreck off Tunisia
Joint Press Release
16 Apr 2021
UNHCR’s Grandi commends Italy’s constructive approach to refugee protection in Europe
and globally
16 Apr 2021
Statement on U.S. emergency presidential determination on refugee admissions
Statement by Matthew Reynolds, UNHCR representative to the United States and the
Caribbean, on the U.S.’s emergency presidential determination on refugee admissions.
16 Apr 2021
News comment: Statement on U.S. emergency presidential determination on refugee
admissions
This news comment is attributable to Matthew Reynolds, UNHCR representative to the
United States and the Caribbean
16 Apr 2021
Tens of thousands forced to flee violent attacks in Nigeria’s Borno State
16 Apr 2021
Violent attacks displace thousands in DR Congo’s Kasai Region
16 Apr 2021
Pakistan launches ‘drive’ to issue smartcards to registered Afghan refugees
15 Apr 2021
UNHCR ramps up support for Mexico amid mounting asylum applications
13 Apr 2021

West Darfur clashes force nearly 2,000 refugees into Chad
13 Apr 2021
This Ramadan, UNHCR calls for solidarity with those hit hardest by the global pandemic
12 Apr 2021
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases

News

Netherlands and IOM Launch Global Migration Initiative to Protect People on the Move
2021-04-16 17:53
The Hague – The International Organization for Migration (IOM) and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
the Netherlands launched the Cooperation on Migration and Partnerships for Sustainable Solutions
initiative (COMPASS) at the beginning of 2021.

[See Week in Review above for detail]

IOM, Harvard Launch Research on Migration Flows in West and Central Africa
2021-04-12 16:47
Geneva – The International Organization for Migration (IOM), together with the FrançoisXavier Bagnoud Center for Health and Human Rights at Harvard University, are launching
a joint research “SEE MIGRATION LIKE WATER: An Analysis of IOM Flow Monitoring Survey Data on
Migration...
UNAIDS [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://www.unaids.org/en

Selected Press Releases/Reports/Statements

15 April 2021
Commission on Narcotic Drugs discusses how COVID-19 is impacting the world drug
problem
14 April 2021
Former heads of state and Nobel laureates call on President Biden to waive intellectual
property rules for COVID vaccines
12 April 2021
Wide range in access to HIV testing of babies in the Caribbean
WHO & Regional Offices [to 17 Apr 2021]
16 April 2021 Departmental news
Update of the WHO guidance on the treatment of drug susceptible tuberculosis
16 April 2021 Statement
Global Advisory Committee on Vaccine Safety (GACVS) review of latest evidence of rare
adverse blood coagulation events with AstraZeneca COVID-19 Vaccine (Vaxzevria and
Covishield)

15 April 2021 Departmental news
Global shortage of innovative antibiotics fuels emergence and spread of drug-resistance
14 April 2021 News release
New WHO Global Compact to speed up action to tackle diabetes
14 April 2021 Departmental news
Digital technologies for health financing:
14 April 2021 News release
WHO and the International Organisation of the Francophonie (IOF) sign Memorandum of
Understanding to strengthen access to health in Francophone countries
14 April 2021 Departmental news
WHO calls for comprehensive, equitable access to healthcare for every Chagas disease
patient
13 April 2021 Departmental news
Benefits of continuing to provide life-saving HIV services outweigh the risk of COVID-19
transmission by 100 to 1
12 April 2021 Departmental news
US$ 1.4 trillion lost every year to tobacco use - New tobacco tax manual shows ways to
save lives, money and build back better after COVID-19
::::::
WHO Regional Offices

Selected Press Releases, Announcements
WHO African Region AFRO

No new digest content identified
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO

No new digest content identified

WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO
:: Apply all tools, take urgent action to prevent further COVID-19 infections: WHO 16 April 2021
SEAR/PR/1752
WHO European Region EURO
:: Surging pandemic surpasses 1 million deaths in the WHO European Region 15-04-2021
:: Youth organizations, have your say! Shape tomorrow by speaking up today! 15-04-2021
:: New WHO Centre of Excellence for Quality of Care and Patient Safety opens in Athens 15-04-2021
:: Reducing harm due to alcohol: success stories from 3 countries 15-04-2021
:: Alcohol policies for the European Region: new WHO research reveals eastern Member States are
leading the way 15-04-2021

WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO
:: WHO confirms the safety and efficacy of COVID-19 vaccines and urges Iraqis to register and
vaccinate to help defeat the pandemic 11 April 2021.
WHO Western Pacific Region

No new digest content identified

World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2021/

Press Releases
No new digest content identified.

UNFPA United Nations Population Fund [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release

Meetings and events
Press Release

Nearly half of all women are denied their bodily autonomy, says new UNFPA report, My
Body is My Own

Violations include rape, forced sterilization, virginity testing, female genital mutilation and more

NEW YORK, 14 April 2021 - Nearly half of women in 57 developing countries are denied the right to
decide whether to have sex with their partners, use contraception or seek health care, according to
UNFPA's 2021 flagship State of World Population report, released today.
For the first time, a United Nations report focuses on bodily autonomy: the power and agency to make
choices about your body, without fear of violence or having someone else decide for you. This lack of
bodily autonomy has massive implications beyond the profound harms to individual women and girls:
potentially depressing economic productivity, undercutting skills, and resulting in extra costs to health
care and judicial systems…

[See Week in Review above for detail]

UNDP United Nations Development Programme [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html

Latest from News Centre

UNDP and GISD Alliance Launch ‘SDG Investor Platform’ to unlock trillions on SDG-Aligned
Investment Globally
UNDP and GISD Alliance launched the ‘SDG Investor Platform,’ an innovative tool to facilitate private
sector investments that contribute to furthering the Sustainable Development Goals.
Posted on April 14, 2021

[See Week in Review above for detail]

UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/

No new digest content identified.

UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/

Meetings and events
No new digest content identified.

UNEP United Nations Environment Programme [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://www.unenvironment.org/

Resources
No new digest content identified.

UNDRR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://www.undrr.org/

Latest news

12 April 2021
UNDRR ROAMC: Investment in education creates more resilient societies
UN DESA United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/
15 Apr 2021 | DESA
‘Inequality virus’ threatens ‘catastrophe for all’ unless crisis can be overcome together
The COVID-19 pandemic is leading to “an even more unequal world”, the Deputy UN chief said on
Thursday, speaking at the closing session of the Financing for Development (FfD) Forum, with many
lower-income countries now seeing development gains reversed.
13 Apr 2021 | DESA
Adding fuel to the fire? Inequality and the spread of COVID-19
The World Health Organization officially declared COVID-19 a pandemic more than a year ago. Since
then, the virus has spread like wildfire, upending social and economic life and causing an enormous—
and still rising—human toll.
12 Apr 2021 | DESA
Guterres calls for ‘paradigm shift’ to recover from COVID setbacks
A “paradigm shift” aligning the private sector with the global goals is needed to address the
challenges of the future...
12 Apr 2021 | DESA
Growing calls for revamping development financing to ensure sustainable global recovery
from COVID-19
With many economies reeling as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic...
UNESCO [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://en.unesco.org/news

Selected Latest News

“We Rise Through Art”: A youth-led response to the Beirut blasts
16/04/2021
… In many ways, the Beirut blasts of the 4th of August have had a severe traumatic impact on the
children of the Lebanese capital. Strongly believing in the power of art to overcome sorrows, “Peace of
Art”, a Lebanese NGO, has responded to the emergency with “We Rise Through Art”, a youth-led
project supported by UNESCO Beirut as part of its flagship initiative Li Beirut.
Launched in September 2021, the project has brought together young volunteers who have been
organizing a series of psychosocial art infused workshops, targeting children in the area of Karantina,
near the devastated Beirut port…
Through art, music, dance, sports, and drama, the weekend activities combined verbal and physical
expression and were organized at a public park and a local indoor space, targeting a group of 40
children and young individual between the ages of 7-16, both males and females, Lebanese and
Syrians….
60 000 images pour sauver l’héritage architectural de Beyrouth
16/04/2021

Financé par le Fonds d'urgence pour le patrimoine de l’UNESCO (HEF), le projet de documentation en
3D s’inscrit dans le cadre du plan d’action de l’UNESCO, Li Beirut. Il constitue, selon les experts, une
étape cruciale sur la voie de la reconstruction de la capitale.
Documenter au millimètre près la destruction du patrimoine culturel et architectural de Beyrouth, suite
à la double déflagration du port le 4 août 2020, c’est le pari colossal lancé par l’UNESCO pour venir à la
rescousse de la ville et de ses bâtiments historiques, dont un grand nombre remonte à l’époque du
mandat français et de l’époque ottomane. Financé par le Fonds d'urgence pour le patrimoine de
l’UNESCO (HEF), le projet de documentation lancé en septembre 2020 a été réalisé par la start-up
française ICONEM, en étroit partenariat avec la Direction générale des Antiquités (DGA) au Liban, et
dans le cadre du plan d’action phare de l’UNESCO, Li Beirut. Une documentation d’urgence qui devrait
aboutir à la réalisation d’un modèle géo-référencé en trois dimensions de la capitale libanaise, et qui
serait cruciale à plus d’un niveau dans le processus de reconstruction de la ville.

« Réaliser un modèle en 3D, c’est comme créer un jumeau digital de la réalité, avec toutes les textures
et les dégâts, explique Joe Kallas, architecte restaurateur spécialisé dans la documentation 3D des
monuments et sites historiques, et en charge du projet avec ICONEM. Ce modèle permettra de
préserver la ville dans sa situation actuelle au cas où de nouveaux dégâts surviennent, puisque le
processus de reconstruction sera assez lent. Il permet aussi de faciliter tous les rapports d’évaluation et
d’analyse structurelle pour les architectes, quand ils aborderont les travaux de reconstruction plus tard.
En fait, cette documentation accélère l’ensemble des opérations. »…
Consultation with Indigenous Peoples on the UNESCO Recommendation on Open Science
15/04/2021
…During this consultation, participants shared their views on challenges and opportunities for linking
indigenous and local knowledge systems with the Open Science principles and the areas of actions
suggested in the first draft of the UNESCO Recommendation. The core discussion focused on the
respectful recognition of indigenous knowledge along with formal science and the educational systems,
in line with the rights of Indigenous Peoples and local communities to govern and make decisions on
the custodianship, ownership, and administration of their knowledge, as well as their right to refuse
participation in scientific practices.
acknowledged the alignment of the draft Recommendation with the 2007 UN Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples and other international instruments relevant to Indigenous knowledge
and data. While there was an appeal for strengthening the indigenous knowledge and education
system, concerns about the use of indigenous knowledge out of its context were raised. The
discussions pointed out the need for rebuilding trust, despite the historical issues of indigenous
peoples, as the initial step towards strengthening the dialogue between different knowledge systems.
The comments and recommendations shared in this meeting will be taken into account in the revised
version of the UNESCO Recommendation on Open Science, which will be examined by an
intergovernmental special committee meeting on 6-12 May 2021. The draft approved by the special
committee will be submitted to Member States in August 2021, with a view to its adoption by the
General Conference at its 41st session in November 2021.
Supporting museums: UNESCO report points to options for the future
13/04/2021
UNESCO has published a report providing a provisional assessment of the situation of 104,000
museums in the face of COVID-19, based on data provided by 87 Member States in an online survey
conducted last March. The report confirms museums’ vulnerability one year into the pandemic.
In 2020, museums were closed for an average of 155 days, and since the beginning of 2021, many
of them have again had to shut their doors, resulting, on average, in a 70% drop in attendance and a
40-60% decline in revenue compared to 2019.
The report describes measures taken by museums, including awareness-raising campaigns and
reinforced security protocols. It notes a significant reduction in public funding, in some cases as high as
40%, affecting almost half of the museums in the States that responded to the survey…
The publication is a follow-up to the first global report of May 2020, Museums around the World in
the Face of COVID-19. It is part of UNESCO’s ongoing work to preserve, promote and support
museums, following the 2015 UNESCO Recommendation on Museums, the recent debate Reflections
on the Future of Museums, and the High-Level Forum for Museums, whose second edition will take
place next September.
World Museums Report 2021: UNESCO report: Museums around the World in the face of COVID-19
- UNESCO Digital Library

International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://www.icomos.org/en/

Announcements
No new digest content identified.

UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp

Press Releases

12/04/2021 –
UNODC Executive Director, At 64th Session of Commission on Narcotic Drugs, Calls for
Redoubled Efforts as COVID-19 Compounds Drug Challenges
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://unhabitat.org/

No new digest content identified.

FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/

No new digest content identified.

World Food Programme [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://www.wfp.org/news

News releases

16 April 2021
Explosive mix of soaring food prices and conflict drives up hunger by a third across West
Africa
DAKAR – Millions of families in West and Central Africa are growing more hungry and desperate by
the day as food prices skyrocket – stoking a widening hunger emergency in a region engulfed by
conflict and the socioeconomic fallout from COVID-19, the United Nations World Food Programme
(WFP) warned today, noting that immediate action is required to prevent a catastrophe.
15 April 2021
United States funding helps WFP reach millions of people in South Sudan
JUBA – The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) welcomes contributions totalling US$345
million from the United States through USAID’s Bureau for Humanitarian Assistance to support WFP
food assistance in South Sudan, where rising food insecurity has pushed 60 percent of the population
into hunger and poverty.
15 April 2021
WFP Senior Official visits Government and WFP programmes in Egypt
CAIRO – The United Nations World Food Programme’s (WFP) Chief of Staff, Gresham Barrett, this
week visited joint Government and WFP programmes in the city of Luxor, looking at projects promoting
women’s economic empowerment, rural development and education.

13 April 2021
France and WFP partner in southern Libya to help crisis-hit communities build resilience
TRIPOLI – Thanks to a EUR 370,000 contribution from the Government of France, the United Nations
World Food Programme (WFP) in Libya will support 3,500 crisis-affected people in the Fezzan region in
the south of Libya through agriculture and livelihoods projects
ILO International Labour Organization [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm

Decent work

Now I know the great feeling of having decent work
16 April 2021
Jordanian Omar Abu Noa’aj has struggled to find work for years due to his physical disability. Last
year, an ILO employment centre helped him secure his first formal job at a garment factory, giving him
a new sense of independence and purpose.

ILO Infostory

Fair recruitment. Decent work
15 April 2021
Many migrant workers – particularly low skilled workers – find themselves paying large recruitment
fees to intermediaries in order to secure work overseas. The recruitment processes are often unclear
and opens them up to abuse. The ILO has been addressing the issue through its Fair Recruitment
Initiative. Find out more in our latest Infostory.
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://www.icao.int/

Latest News

ICAO NACC Region updated on latest pandemic priorities
15/4/21
Fourth annual ICAO Drone Enable to explore latest UAS and RPAS developments
14/4/21
ICAO stresses importance of government and industry partnership to global cyber
resilience
14/4/2
IMO International Maritime Organization [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://www.imo.org/

Latest Press Briefings

Developing countries explore maritime alternative fuel opportunities
16 Apr 2021
A new workshop package on 'Alternative fuels and energy carriers for maritime shipping' has been
launched this week (13-16 April). Georgia, India and South Africa are the first countries to benefit from

the package, delivered online and organized under the IMO-Norway GreenVoyage2050 project, with
China set to take part in the second workshop at the end of April.
WMO World Meteorological Organization [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release

Press Releases
No new digest content identified.

UPU Universal Postal Union [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://www.upu.int/en/News-Media/Press/Press-Releases

Press Releases
No new digest content identified.

UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html

News
No new digest content identified.

International Organization for Standardization (ISO) [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://www.iso.org/news

News

By Clare Naden on 14 April 2021
Out of the box
New standard for compliance management makes everyone a winner.
ISO 37301, Compliance management systems – Requirements with guidance for use, provides
everything an organization needs to know to develop, implement, maintain and improve an effective
compliance management system. It replaces ISO 19600:2014, Compliance management systems —

Guidelines.

By Clare Naden on 12 April 2021
International Day of Human Space Flight
Taking space exploration to new heights with ISO standards.
One of the hundreds of ISO standards used by the many space missions around the world is
ISO 19389, Space data and information transfer systems – Conjunction data message, which helps
researchers keep track of the tens of thousands of things orbiting in space to avoid any collisions.
Another example is ISO 13537, Space data and information transfer systems – Reference architecture
for space data systems, that is used by mission and project design teams to describe system
architectures and designs within the space domain.
UNWTO World Tourism Organization [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://www.unwto.org/news

News
All Regions,

UNWTO and Facebook Partner to Support Members States to Leverage Digital Marketing to
Restart Tourism
16 Apr 2021
WIPO World Intellectual Property Organization [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/

Press Releases
No new digest content identified.

CBD Convention on Biological Diversity [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://www.cbd.int/

Announcements

Webinar series on digital sequence information on genetic resources

Four webinars on DSI will take place in December 2020 and April 2021.

The Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity, in collaboration with the ABS Capacity
Development Initiative, is organising an informal global webinar series to share information related to
digital sequence information on genetic resources (DSI).
14.04.2021 Environmentally "Protected" Areas are Not as Guarded as they Should Be,
Evidence Shows
DARPA – Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency [to 17 Apr 2021
https://www.darpa.mil/news

News
No new digest content identified.
::::::

USAID [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/2021

Selected Press Releases, Statements, Announcements

The United States Announces More Than $95 Million in Humanitarian Assistance for the
People of South Sudan
April 15, 2021
Today, the United States announced more than $95 million in additional humanitarian assistance for
the people of South Sudan who are affected by ongoing political conflict and are facing extreme food
insecurity, including likely famine. This funding includes more than $52 million from the U.S. Agency for
International Development (USAID) and nearly $43 million from the U.S. Department of State. It brings
the total U.S. humanitarian assistance to more than $482 million so far in Fiscal Year 2021.
USAID Assists the Federated States of Micronesia and Palau to Secure $10.4 Million for
Climate Change Adaptation
April 13, 2021
The U.S. government, through the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), supported
capacity building efforts in the Federated States of Micronesia and the Republic of Palau, which in turn

helped to secure $10.4 million in climate change-related grants from the Green Climate Fund (GCF).
This funding will help the people of these two countries to be safer and more resilient to the impacts of
climate change. Climate change is an existential threat to both nations.
USAID Provides $100,000 in Immediate Disaster Relief to People Affected by La Soufrière
Volcano Eruption
April 13, 2021
USAID Provides $100,000 in Immediate Disaster Relief to People Affected by La Soufrière Volcano
Eruption The U.S. Agency for International Development is providing an immediate $100,000 in
disaster relief for people affected by violent eruptions of La Soufrière Volcano on the island of Saint
Vincent. This assistance follows support USAID has already provided to the Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines' National Emergency Management Organization (NEMO) for evacuation efforts and the
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines Red Cross to assess humanitarian needs. The eruptions sent ash tens
of thousands of feet into the air, causing heavy ashfall. Up to 19,000 people are being evacuated for
an undetermined period and will require humanitarian assistance.
USAID Airlifts Shelter Supplies to Help Ethiopians Affected by the Conflict in Tigray
April 12, 2021
The U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) is airlifting 1,500 rolls of heavy-duty plastic
sheeting— to contribute to emergency shelter efforts for more than 82,500 people affected by the
ongoing conflict in Ethiopia’s Tigray region. This airlift will transport durable sheeting from USAID’s
warehouse in Dubai to Ethiopia.
Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office [nee DFID] [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/foreign-commonwealth-development-office

Selected Press Releases. Announcements

Sentencing of pro-democracy figures in Hong Kong: FCDO statement
The Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office comments on the sentencing of Jimmy Lai and
other pro-democracy figures in Hong Kong.
Updated: 16 April 2021
ECHO [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news

Latest News

EU allocates an additional €9 million to support the most vulnerable in Myanmar following
the coup d'état
16/04/2021
Today, the EU has stepped up its response to assist those in need in Myanmar in the context of the
recent military coup, with the allocation of an additional €9 million in emergency humanitarian aid to
support the most vulnerable. The critical...
Statement by Commissioner for Crisis Management Janez Lenarčič on the attacks against
Damasak, Northeast Nigeria
15/04/2021

Janez Lenarčič, Commissioner for Crisis Management, has issued the following statement: “The EU is
following with deep concern the recurrent violent attacks by non-state armed groups against the
people of the town of Damasak, Northeast Nigeria....
Humanitarian aid: EU allocates €54.5 million in Africa’s Great Lakes region
13/04/2021
The EU announced today new funding of €54.5 million in humanitarian aid for life-saving assistance
to the most vulnerable people affected by human-made or natural hazards, epidemics, and
displacement in the Great Lakes region of Africa. The aid...
::::::
African Union [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://www.au.int/

News
No new digest content identified.
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://asean.org/category/news/asean-secretariat-news/

Secretariat News
No new digest content identified.

European Commission [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1

Latest
Press release 16 April 2021

EU allocates an additional €9 million to support the most vulnerable in Myanmar following
the coup d'état
Today the EU has stepped up its response to assist those in need in Myanmar in the context of the
recent military coup, with the allocation of an additional €9 million in emergency humanitarian aid to
support the most vulnerable.

Statement 14 April 2021

Statement by President von der Leyen on developments in the Vaccines Strategy

Questions and answers 14 April 2021

EU Strategy to tackle Organised Crime & EU Strategy on combatting Trafficking in Human
Beings: Questions and Answers

Press release 14 April 2021

Fighting trafficking in human beings: New strategy to prevent trafficking, break criminal
business models, protect and empower victims
The Commission is presenting today a new Strategy on Combatting Trafficking in Human Beings
(2021-2025), focusing on preventing the crime, bringing traffickers to justice and protecting and
empowering victims.

Press release 13 April 2021

Team Europe increased Official Development Assistance to €66.8 billion as the world's
leading donor in 2020
The EU and its 27 Member States have significantly increased their Official Development Assistance
(ODA) for partner countries to €66.8 billion in 2020, a 15% increase in nominal terms and equivalent to
0.50% of collective Gross National Income (GNI).
Press release 13 April 2021
Humanitarian aid: EU allocates €54.5 million to Africa's Great Lakes region
The EU has announced today new funding of €54.5 million in humanitarian aid. This life-saving
assistance will be devoted to the most vulnerable people affected by human-made or natural disasters,
epidemics, and displacement in the Great Lakes region of Africa.
OECD [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/publicationsdocuments/bydate/

Top Stories

Policy reset can deliver a stronger, more resilient, equitable and sustainable postpandemic recovery
14-April-2021
The COVID-19 pandemic has brought social and economic disruption worldwide, but is also providing
governments with the opportunity to put economies on a more sustainable and inclusive growth path
while addressing the underlying challenges, according to the OECD’s Going for Growth policy report.
COVID-19 spending helped to lift foreign aid to an all-time high in 2020 but more effort
needed
13-April-2021
Foreign aid from official donors rose to an all-time high of USD 161.2 billion in 2020, up 3.5% in real
terms from 2019, boosted by additional spending mobilised to help developing countries grappling with
the COVID-19 crisis, according to preliminary data collected by the OECD.
Organization of American States (OAS) [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://www.oas.org/en/

Press Releases

Permanent Council to Discuss Current Status of the COVID-19 Pandemic in the Region and
Access to Vaccines
April 12, 2021
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://www.oic-oci.org/

Selected Press Releases
No new digest content identified.
Group of 77 [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://www.g77.org/

Latest Statements and Speeches
No new digest content identified.
::::::
UNCTAD [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://unctad.org/media-centre

Press Releases
No new digest content identified.
World Customs Organization – WCO [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://www.wcoomd.org/

Latest News – Selected Items

16 April 2021
WCO promotes the E-Commerce Framework of Standards implementation in the Americas
and the Caribbean region
16 April 2021
Workshops held to raise awareness of counterfeit COVID-19-related goods
…This series of workshops, organized under the WCO’s Intellectual Property Rights (IPR), Health and
Safety Programme, represents the Organization’s response to the challenge of ensuring the full
preparedness of WCO Members for the safe and seamless distribution of time- and temperaturesensitive vaccines, as well as preventing organized criminal syndicates from exploiting the situation by
flooding markets with dangerous, substandard or counterfeit vaccines.
15 April 2021
WCO Secretary General participates in WTO event on COVID-19 and Vaccine Equity
15 April 2021
Workshop organized by the COVID-19 Project supports the MENA region in facing
disruptive events
WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm

WTO News and Events

Virtual seminar to explore TRIPS and trade in knowledge
15 April 2021
The WTO is organizing a virtual seminar on 20 April 2021 to explore the burgeoning trade in
knowledge within the framework of the Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property
Rights (TRIPS). The webinar is part of a series of events to commemorate the 25th anniversary of the
TRIPS Agreement, and to reflect on the impact and evolution of the most comprehensive multilateral
treaty on intellectual property protection and enforcement.
Chair Summary following “COVID-19 and Vaccine Equity: What Can the WTO Contribute?”
14 April 2021
Speech – DG Okonjo-Iweala provided this summary at the end of the event.

DG Okonjo-Iweala calls for follow-up action after WTO vaccine equity event
14 April 2021
Director-General Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala today (14 April) called on WTO members, vaccine
manufacturers and international organizations to act to address trade-related obstacles to the scale-up
of COVID-19 vaccine production to save lives, hasten the end of the pandemic and accelerate the
global economic recovery.
DG Okonjo-Iweala: Equitable vaccine access key to sustained recovery for growth and
trade
13 April 2021
In meetings in Washington, D.C. last week, Dr Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala, WTO Director-General, made
the case that equitable worldwide access to COVID-19 vaccines is necessary for economic growth and
trade to bounce back from the pandemic, and that a reinvigorated multilateral trading system would
strengthen both the health response and the economic recovery.
::::::
IPU Inter-Parliamentary Union [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases

Press releases
No new digest content identified.

International Court of Justice [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases

Latest Press Releases
No new digest content identified.

International Criminal Court (ICC) [to 17 Apr 2021]

Trying individuals for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity
https://www.icc-cpi.int/

News
No new digest content identified.
::::::
World Bank [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all

Selected News, Announcements

World Bank to Provide US$70 Million for COVID-19 Vaccination in El Salvador and
Honduras
The Additional Financing for COVID-19 Emergency Response Projects will enable the purchase of
vaccines and support national vaccination plans. WASHINGTON, D.C., April 16, 2021 – The World Bank
Board of...
Date: April 16, 2021 Type: Press Release

The Gambia Secures More Funds for COVID-19 Vaccines
BANJUL, The Gambia, April 16, 2021—Today, the World Bank Board approved $8 million additional
financing from the International Development Association (IDA) to provide The Gambia with safe and
effective...
Date: April 16, 2021 Type: Press Release
What is IDA?
What is IDA? The International Development Association (IDA) is one of the largest and most effective
platforms for fighting extreme poverty in the world’s poorest countries. IDA is the part...
Date: April 15, 2021 Type: Factsheet
World Bank Launches Early IDA20 Replenishment to Help Poorest Countries Recover from
the COVID-19 Crisis
Early replenishment due to scaled up pandemic response WASHINGTON, April 15, 2021—The World
Bank launched an early twentieth replenishment process of the International Development Association
(IDA)...
Date: April 15, 2021 Type: Press Release
Key Facts: World Bank Group Vaccine Announcement
COVID-19 vaccines, alongside widespread testing, improved treatment and strong health systems are
critical to save lives and strengthen the global economic recovery. To provide relief for vulnerable
populations...
Date: April 15, 2021 Type: Factsheet
Remarks by World Bank Group President David Malpass at the Gavi “One World Protected”
COVAX Advance Market Commitment Investment Opportunity Launch
Secretary Blinken, UN Deputy Secretary-General Mohammed, Dr. Barroso, Dr. Berkley, and
Excellencies. I am pleased to be participating today. As a founding partner of Gavi, the World Bank
Group is a key...
Date: April 15, 2021 Type: Speeches and Transcripts
Bangladesh Receives Over $1 Billion World Bank Financing for Vaccination and Responding
to COVID-19 Pandemic
DHAKA, April 14, 2021 — The government of Bangladesh signed three financing agreements totaling
$1.04 billion with the World Bank to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic and to build resilience to
future crises...
Date: April 14, 2021 Type: Press Release
Prioritizing the poorest and most vulnerable in West Africa: Togo’s Novissi platform for
social protection uses machine learning, geospatial analytics, and mobile phone metadata
for the pandemic response.
Challenge Togo has a population of 8.1 million (2019) and a gross domestic product (GDP) per capita
of $679. Poverty had been declining prior to the pandemic. However, the pandemic — with 8,582
confirmed...
Date: April 13, 2021 Type: Result Brief
IMF [to 17 Apr 2021]

http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article

News, Announcements

April 14, 2021
Leveraging Digital Money to Facilitate Remittances
April 14, 2021
From Vaccines to V-Shaped Recovery in Europe – IMF Blog
The way out ... And fiscal policy needs to play an increasing role for economies where monetary
policy— ... However, going forward, nonperforming loans need to be adequately provisioned, while ...
April 12, 2021
The 2021 UN ECOSOC Forum on Financing for Development
We expect global growth of 6 percent in 2021 and 4.4 percent in 2022, but many ...
African Development Bank Group [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://www.afdb.org/en

Press Releases

African Union holds global conference to accelerate African vaccine development and
manufacturing capacity
16-Apr-2021 - African leaders assembled at a global meeting to discuss the status of local
pharmaceutical manufacturing on the continent, underscored the need to increase local production of
vaccines and therapeutics to achieve greater public-health security. “The production of vaccines and
access to vaccines is an absolute priority,” Cyril Ramaphosa, President of South Africa, said Monday in
opening remarks at the start of the two-day virtual meeting, convened by the African Union…
Asian Development Bank [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://www.adb.org/news/releases

[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of countrylevel announcements are added each week]
Latest News Releases
No new digest content identified.
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html

[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of countrylevel announcements are added each week]
News
No new digest content identified.
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news

News
No new digest content identified.

Islamic Development Bank [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://www.isdb.org/

News

14 APR
IFAD and the Islamic Development Bank commit $500 million to address hunger and
climate change in poor rural communities
*

*

*

*

:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch
We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new research and
major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, collaborations, and initiatives
across the human rights, humanitarian response and development spheres of action. WE will not
reference fundraising announcements, programs, events or appeals, and generally not include content
which is primarily photo-documentation or video in format.
Action Contre la Faim – Action Against Hunger [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org

Communiqués de presse
Kenya

Améliorer les soins de maternité pour des mamans et des bébés en bonne santé
Posté le 16 avril 2021
Au Kenya, Action contre la Faim renforce les systèmes de santé et les capacités locales pour améliorer
les services de santé maternelle et infantile.
Alliance for International Medical Action (ALIMA) [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://alima.ngo/en/

PRESS RELEASES
No new digest content identified.

Amref Health Africa [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://newsroom.amref.org/category/press-releases/

Selected Press Releases
No new digest content identified.

Aravind Eye Care System [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://aravind.org/

Aravind News

Inauguration of Aarogyasri
April 12, 2021

Chief Minister’s Free Health Care Scheme titled “Aarogyasri” was inaugurated at Aravind-Tirupati.
Sri.Balanjaneyulu (District coordinator) and Sri.Sreenivasulu (Team leader, Aarogyasri) were the chief
guests for the event.
Blue Shield International [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://theblueshield.org/category/bsi-news/

BSI News
No new digest content identified.
BRAC [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://www.brac.net/#news

Latest

April 18, 2021
Child marriage in Bangladesh: Does a vacuum exist within the law?
April 13, 2021
Liberia, Class of ‘21: Women take a big step out of extreme poverty
Clubhouse International [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html

News/Events

Announcing: Our First National ‘Mental Health Action Day’
April 13, 2021
Clubhouse International, in partnership with over 180 leading brands, nonprofits and cultural leaders
is proud to be a Founding Partner of the first-ever Mental Health Action Day, to be held on Thursday,
May 20 during Mental Health Awareness Month
Danish Refugee Council [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://drc.ngo/

Press Releases
No new digest content identified.
ECPAT [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://www.ecpat.net/news

News from ECPAT
No new digest content identified.
EIFL – Electronic Information for Libraries [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://www.eifl.net/news

EIFL works with libraries to enable access to knowledge for education, learning, research and
sustainable community development
News

Twenty recommendations for raising CMO standards
12 Apr 2021
EIFL and partner organizations in the library, archives and museum communities have made 20
recommendations for amendments in a public consultation on WIPO’s Good Practice Toolkit for
Collective Management Organizations (CMOs), published in 2018.
CMOs are organizations that manage rights on behalf of authors, performing artists, producers and
other rights owners. The CMO with which a library has the most dealings is usually a reproduction
rights organization (RRO), that grants licences for the making of copies (photocopying and/or digital
copies)…
Read the full recommendations.
Fountain House [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://www.fountainhouse.org/

Press Releases/Events
No new digest content identified.

GE2P2 Global [to 17 Apr 2021]
www.ge2p2.org

News/Analysis/Statements/Webinars
:: Past weekly editions of Vaccines and Global Health: The Week in Review are available here.
Humanity & Inclusion [nee Handicap International] [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://hi.org/en/index

News
No new digest content identified.

Heifer International [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://www.heifer.org/

Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports

USAID launches Cargill, Ausvet, Heifer International and IPC consortium to combat threat
of infectious diseases, antimicrobial resistance to human and animal health
By Heifer International | April 1, 2021

Five-year animal agriculture program will increase capacity of farmers, governments and other
stakeholders to prevent and quickly respond to growing human health security risks

WASHINGTON, D.C. (April 1, 2021) The United States Agency for International Development
(USAID) has tapped a consortium led by Cargill and including Ausvet, Heifer International, and the
International Poultry Council (IPC) to improve livestock management and combat the threat of zoonotic
diseases to both human and animal health. The five-year, $33 million Transformational Strategies for
Farm Output Risk Mitigation (TRANSFORM) consortium will harness innovation to sustainably improve
animal health, strengthen animal agriculture production systems in Asia and Africa and enhance global
health security…
HelpAge International [to 17 Apr 2021]

https://www.helpage.org/newsroom/latest-news/

Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports
No new digest content identified.
ICRC [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new

Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports

Egypt: the ICRC’s COVID-19 response
Since the outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic in Egypt, the International Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) has been in contact with relevant authorities as well its partner in the Red Cross and Red
Crescent Movement, the Egyptian Red Crescent (ERC) co
14-04-2021 | Report
IFRC [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/

Selected Press Releases, Announcements
Asia Pacific, Bangladesh, India, Pakistan

Record COVID surge crashes into South Asia
Kuala Lumpur/Delhi, 16 April 2021 – A humanitarian calamity is engulfing South Asia as COVID-19
skyrockets across several countries setting new records, with more than 200,000 people infected per
day. South Asia is fast becoming the new global epicenter …
16 April 2021

Asia Pacific, Indonesia, Timor-Leste

Indonesia-Timor Leste: Race to contain COVID-19 after deadly floods
Kuala Lumpur/Jakarta/Dili, 13 April 2021 – Urgent measures are needed to prevent COVID-19
outbreaks, while providing relief to thousands of people hit by record floods and mudslides that have
claimed more than 200 lives, according to authorities in eas …
13 April 2021

Americas, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines

People affected by La Soufrière’s eruption are in urgent need of hygiene items, water, and
COVID-19 protection kits
Kingston / Panama City, 11 April 2021 — The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent
Societies (IFRC) is working alongside the St. Vincent and the Grenadines Red Cross (SVGRC) to provide
humanitarian aid to the population affected …
11 April 2021
International Medical Corps (IMC) [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/

Selected Press Releases/Updates / Alerts
Press Release
No new digest content identified.

IRC International Rescue Committee [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index

Media highlights [Selected]
Press Release

IRC deeply disappointed at Biden Administration decision to maintain Trump-era refugee
cap - calls for increased admissions goal in light of unprecedented global need
April 16, 2021

Press Release

International funding necessary to support Colombia’s policy to welcome Venezuelan
migrants, says IRC
April 15, 2021

Press Release

Statement on U.S. agreement with Mexico, Guatemala and Honduras to deploy troops to
stem flows of migration
April 12, 2021
IRCT [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://irct.org/

Latest News
News 16 Apr 2021

"Working with survivors of torture has helped me to heal from my trauma"

News 14 Apr 2021

When Covid-19 stopped the world, the IRCT continued!

News 13 Apr 2021

Webinar 22 April, Integrating livelihoods: towards a holistic rehabilitation process
Islamic Relief Worldwide [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://www.islamic-relief.org/

Selected Press Releases
No new digest content identified.

Landsea [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/

No new digest content identified.

Medecins du Monde [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/

Selected Press Releases
No new digest content identified.

Mercy Corps [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases

News Releases & Alerts

April 16, 2021
UK aid cut would be a hammer blow for the Democratic Republic of Congo
International non-governmental organisations working in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC)
call on the UK Government...
April 15, 2021
Mercy Corps Launches Internship Partnership with Hispanic-Serving Institutions
Internship program expands to recruit Hispanic and Latinx students in the United
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://www.msf.org/

Latest [Selected Announcements
Mozambique

Fear and loss for people fleeing violence in Cabo Delgado
Voices from the Field 16 Apr 2021

Coronavirus COVID-19 pandemic

Failed COVID-19 response drives Brazil to humanitarian catastrophe
Press Release 15 Apr 2021

Sexual violence

Healing the visible and invisible wounds of sexual violence in CAR
Project Update 13 Apr 2021
Operation Smile [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office
Program Schedule

Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve every
opportunity for safe surgical care.
OXFAM [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://www.oxfam.org/en/

Press Releases

Europe must back Biden to lift vaccine patents, says Mary Robinson
16 April 2021
Former UN Human Rights Commissioner and Irish President, Mary Robinson, a vocal advocate for a
People’s Vaccine has joined calls of 174 former world leaders and Nobel laureates for a patent waiver
at the international level. This was prompted by news that US President Biden is considering supporting
a proposal at the WTO that would temporarily suspend Covid-19 vaccine patents.

Former heads of state and Nobel laureates call on President Biden to waive intellectual
property rules for COVID vaccines
14 April 2021
More than 170 former heads of state and government and Nobel laureates, including former Prime
Minister of the United Kingdom Gordon Brown, former President of Colombia Juan Manuel Santos,
former President of Liberia Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, former President of France François Hollande and
Nobel Laureates Professor Joseph Stiglitz and Professor Francoise Barre-Sinoussi, today called on
President Biden to support a waiver of intellectual property rules for COVID-19 vaccines and pursue a
people’s vaccine to end the pandemic in an open letter today.
Slight increase in aid only a drop in the ocean to combat the Covid-19 crisis
12 April 2021
Figures published today by the OECD show that development aid has slightly increased in 2020.
While this rise provides a lifeline for millions of people living in poverty around the world, it’s simply not
enough. With extreme poverty skyrocketing for the first time in over twenty years and increasing
economic and gender inequality exacerbated by the Covid-19 crisis, rich countries are facing and failing
the biggest test the aid system has seen since its creation 50 years ago, said Oxfam.
Timor-Leste’s most destructive floods in recent memory likely worsened by climate
change: Oxfam
12 April 2021
Almost half of the population of Timor-Leste’s capital has been impacted by severe flooding,
according to government figures, after heavy rains fell on Dili and nearby provinces last week. Cyclone
Seroja took the people of Timor-Leste by surprise, with the small nation previously not within the range
of such extreme weather events. Oxfam in Timor-Leste’s Associate Country Director, Annie Sloman,
said the impact of climate change was undeniable.
Norwegian Refugee Council [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://www.nrc.no/

Latest news
Nigeria | 16. Apr 2021

Relentless attacks in northeast Nigeria halt aid delivery
A series of attacks by armed groups on Damasak town in northeast Nigeria, including multiple
humanitarian compounds, has forced the majority of the population to flee the city and humanitarian
organisations to suspend their operations.

Global | 14. Apr 2021

NORCAP Annual Report 2020
NORCAP's experts solve challenges in the humanitarian, development and peace-building sectors in
order to better protect vulnerable people’s lives and rights. We build partnerships, promote more
effective ways of working and provide skilled experts to develop capacity.

Nigeria | 11. Apr 2021

International aid facilities attacked again in northeast Nigeria
Yesterday, armed groups launched an attack on Damasak town, northeast Nigeria. During the attack
compounds belonging to multiple relief agencies and warehouses containing humanitarian stock were

looted and set on fire. This is the second attack targeting humanitarians in the past two months in
northeast Nigeria, and the fourth attack on Damasak town and its surrounding area this year.
Pact [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://www.pactworld.org/

Latest News

April 7, 2021
This World Health Day, key insights from Covid-19 to build a fairer, healthier world
Everyone has a right to be healthy. This is at the heart of the global push for universal health care. The
ongoing Covid-19 pandemic has shown that there are...
Partners In Health [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://www.pih.org/news

News

Telehealth Apps Connect Patients With Care In Peru
In Peru, Partners In Health is using telehealth apps to connect patients with care for mental health,
maternal health, and more.
April 14, 2021
PATH [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://www.path.org/media-center/

Press Releases
No new digest content identified.

Plan International/BORNEfonden [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre

No new digest content identified.

Save The Children [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://www.savethechildren.net/news

News

16 April 2021 - Mexico
Mexico: Rising number of migrant children pushing shelters to capacity
15 April 2021 - Syria
North East Syria: COVID-19 spreads through camps as Ramadan begins under emergency
lockdown
15 April 2021 - Bangladesh
Rohingya refugees fear ‘another disaster waiting to happen’ after 84 fires in four months
13 April 2021 - Burkina Faso
1.5 million children are facing nutrition crisis in Burkina Faso

12 April 2021 - Somalia
Disaster for Somali families as income from livestock sales expected to halve in coming
months
Tostan [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://www.tostan.org

News/Events
No new digest content identified.
Women for Women International [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://www.womenforwomen.org/blogs

Blogs & Updates

April 16, 2021
By: Antoinette Uwimana
Thinking Ahead: Women for Women Rwanda in 2021
Article
World Vision [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://wvi.org/

Newsroom

World Vision mourns the passing of long-serving staff
April 14th 2021
::::::
Electronic Frontiers Foundation [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://www.eff.org/updates?type=press_release

Press Releases

EFF Partners with DuckDuckGo to Enhance Secure Browsing and Protect User Information
on the Web
April 15, 2021
San Francisco, California—Boosting protection of Internet users’ personal data from snooping
advertisers and third-party trackers, the Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF) today announced it has
enhanced its groundbreaking HTTPS Everywhere browser extension by incorporating rulesets from
DuckDuckGo Smarter Encryption.The partnership represents the next step in the...
Freedom House [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://freedomhouse.org/

Latest Updates

Turkey: Ahmet Altan’s Release Sets Important Precedent for Political Prisoners
Press release
April 15, 2021

NEW REPORT: Task Force on US Strategy to Support Democracy and Counter
Authoritarianism
Press release
April 14, 2021
Human Rights Watch [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://www.hrw.org/

Featured Commentary, Announcements, Statements

April 16, 2021
Afghanistan: US Should Prioritize Rights, Civilian Protection
(New York) – The US government should address fears of increased insecurity fueled by its
announced plan to withdraw all military forces from Afghanistan by committing to expanded support
for human rights, including women’s rights.

Africa April 16, 2021

Dispatches
The Death of a Warlord in the Central African Republic
Lewis Mudge
Director, Central Africa

Americas April 16, 2021

News Release
Brazil: Rio Attorney General Weakens Police Oversight
United States
Transparency International [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases

Press
No new digest content identified.
:::::

ChildFund Alliance [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://childfundalliance.org/

News/ Statements
No new digest content identified.
CONCORD [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://concordeurope.org/

Latest News and Events

EU ODA up, but far from levels promised and needed amid international crises
Apr 13, 2021 |
The figures offer the first tangible evidence of the global pandemic’s impact on EU ODA. In absolute
terms, according to the OECD DAC, EU aid increased by 7.8% (72.7 billion USD) compared to 2019.
However, this rise is mainly the result of a fall in GNI prompted by the global pandemic.

The Elders [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://theelders.org/news-insight

Selected Press Releases and Major Announcements
News

The Elders call on leaders to prioritise access to justice and gender equality
15 April 2021
The Elders call on leaders to prioritise access to justice and gender equality and for justice systems
that are refocused on the needs of women and girls.
Evidence Aid [to 17 Apr 2021]

Evidence Aid aims to save lives and livelihoods in disasters by providing decision-makers with the best
available evidence and by championing its use.
http://www.evidenceaid.org/

New Resources
No new digest content identified.
Gavi [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://www.gavi.org/

News Releases

15 April 2021
Global leaders rally to accelerate access to COVID-19 vaccines for lower-income countries

[See Week in Review above for detail]

Getty Conservation Institute [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://www.getty.edu/research/

Latest News
No new digest content identified.

Global Fund [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/

News & Stories

News
Indonesia, Germany and Global Fund Sign New Debt Swap Agreement to Fight TB
14 April 2021
Germany, Indonesia, and the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria today signed a
new agreement that will increase support to tuberculosis programs in Indonesia. That will be achieved
by converting €50 million of debt owed by Indonesia to Germany into investments in public health
programs supported by the Global Fund in Indonesia.

News

New Global Fund Report Shows Massive Disruption to Health Care Caused by COVID-19 in
Africa and Asia

13 April 2021

[See Week in Review above for detail]
Hilton Prize Coalition [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/

Website not responding at inquiry…a continuing condition.
ICVA - International Council of Voluntary Agencies [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://icvanetwork.org/

Latest resources, events, content

Humanitarian Networks and Partnerships Weeks (HNPW) 2021
April 19, 2021 (All day) to May 9, 2021 (All day)
Online
InterAction [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://www.interaction.org/

Latest Updates
Humanitarian Practice

What Works for GBV Program Adaptation
Anna Jaffe | Apr 14, 2021

Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict

Explosive Weapons in Populated Areas
Archibald Henry Katherine Kramer | Apr 14, 2021
::::::
3ie International Initiative for Impact Evaluation [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://www.3ieimpact.org/

Publications/Events/Blogs
No new digest content identified.
CHS Alliance [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://chsalliance.org/

Our Impact
No new digest content identified.
Development Initiatives [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://devinit.org/news/

News

14 April 2021
DI’s response to the DAC 2020 aid spending release

DI highlights promising action from key donors but a concerning lack of focus on the poorest
countries, according to new aid spending figures from the DAC
::::::
Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action
(ALNAP)
[to 17 Apr 2021]
http://www.alnap.org/

News/Blog/Events
No new digest content identified.

Disasters Emergency Committee [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre

LATEST PRESS RELEASES
No new digest content identified.

EHLRA/R2HC/HIF [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/

News
No new digest content identified.

Geneva Centre of Humanitarian Studies [nee CERAH] – [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://humanitarianstudies.ch/

News/Events
No new digest content identified.
Groupe URD [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://www.urd.org/en/

Publications, Events, News
No new digest content identified.
International Humanitarian Studies Association [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://ihsa.info/

Weekly humanitarian blog posts selection

A year of IHSA´s weekly blog post selection
5th-11th April
This week, we celebrate a year of IHSA´s blog post selection! To commemorate, Tobias
Denskus from Aidnography, shares some words on curating humanitarian content and the limits of
virtual knowledge repositories.
As the Syrian war has been going for over a decade by now, we selected three blogs post on this
conflict. One on why refugees find it tough to return, and two on violence against healthcare, on the
difficulties of documenting these events and the lack of accountability on them.

From Kenya, one post addresses the impact of funding cuts of the Global Challenges Research Fund
(GCRF), and another the plans for the closure of Kakuma and Dadaab refugee camps. Two blog posts
address the politics of aid, one on the role of rumours and misinformation during crises and another on
how neo-colonial aid is. Finally, while one post discusses humanitarian operations’ digital
transformation and the duty to integrity, another takes off to discuss outer-space humanitarianism.
INEE – an international network for education in emergencies [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://inee.org/

News
No new digest content identified.

Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP) [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://phap.org/

Association news, events

Upcoming webinar in the ICVA and PHAP Learning Stream on Risk Management in Practice
4/13/2021
On 28 April, join International Council of Voluntary Agencies (ICVA) and PHAP for a webinar, part of
[...]
Sphere [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://spherestandards.org/news/

News

Learn what Sphere achieved during 2020
13 April 2021 | Sphere
Read the Sphere Annual Report 2020 Download the full financial statements 2020 In the midst of a
pandemic, the past year was a challenge for many organisations. Sphere stepped up its efforts to
convene and share expertise...
Start Network [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs

News and Blog
No new digest content identified.
::::::
Brookings
http://www.brookings.edu/

Accessed 17 Apr 2021
Report

How British Columbia implemented its computer science education program
Brian Fowler, Yuri Nesen, and Emiliana Vegas
Friday, April 16, 2021

Coronavirus (COVID-19) Economics

To recover from COVID-19, downtowns must adapt
Tracy Hadden Loh and Joanne Kim
Thursday, April 15, 2021

Essay

Rebuild with purpose: An affirmative vision for 21st century American infrastructure
Adie Tomer, Joseph W. Kane, and Caroline George
Tuesday, April 13, 2021

Financial Regulation

Diversity within the Federal Reserve System
Peter Conti-Brown and Kaleb Nygaard
Tuesday, April 13, 2021

Income Inequality & Social Mobility

A comparison of renters and homeowners in recent decades
Wendy Edelberg, Sara Estep, Stephanie Lu, and Emily Moss
Monday, April 12, 2021
Center for Global Development [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center

Publication

April 16, 2021
Unpacking Gender Gaps and Data Gaps in Public Sector Employment and Pay
We look at available sources to ask (i) Where is data available on employment and wages allowing for
comparisons between women and men, and the public and private sectors? (ii) How do women’s
employment, compensation, and seniority compare with men’s in the public and private sectors? (iii)
How do gender gaps vary by countries’ income level, education levels, and other factors? What are the
policy implications of the data we analyze? (iv) Which countries’ efforts can be modeled by others, and
how else can global gender gaps in employment and compensation be narrowed?
Ugonma Nwankwo , Megan O'Donnell and Charles Kenny
April 14, 2021
The UK’s Reduction in Aid Spending
In this briefing note, we review what this shift in policy means for overall aid spending, effective
management of the aid budget, and the broader public finances. The government has stated that it is a
temporary shift in policy; we consider how the fiscal outlook and other government spending decisions
interact with the aid budget, and discuss the implications of uncertainty over the aid budget going
forward.
Sam Hughes , Ian Mitchell , Yani Tyskerud and Ross Warwick
April 14, 2021
Management, Supervision, and Healthcare: A Field Experiment
We used a randomized management consulting intervention with 80 public-sector healthcare facilities
in Nigeria to study the role of information, training, and supervision on the adoption of improved
organizational practices.
Felipe A. Dunsch , David Evans , Ezinne Eze-Ajoku and Mario Macis

April 13, 2021
A Review of the 2X Women’s Initiative: Recommendations for the Biden-Harris
Administration
This policy paper reviews the extent to which DFC (and its predecessor, OPIC) have focused on the
promotion of women’s economic empowerment and broader gender equality to date, particularly
through the 2X Women’s Initiative.
Megan O'Donnell and Jocilyn Estes
April 12, 2021
Violence Against Women and Children During COVID-19—One Year On and 100 Papers In:
A Fourth Research Round Up
A year after the World Health Organization declared COVID-19 a pandemic, we take stock of an
increasingly diverse set of new studies linking violence against women and children (VAW/C) to COVID19 an associated pandemic response measures.
Shelby Bourgault , Amber Peterman and Megan O'Donnell
CSIS
https://www.csis.org/

Accessed 17 Apr 2021
Selected Report/Events
Press Release

In Memoriam: Dr. Vartan Gregorian
April 16, 2021 CSIS mourns the passing of Dr. Vartan Gregorian.

Interactive

Thermal Imagery Indicates Activity at Yongbyon Nuclear Reprocessing Facilities
April 15, 2021 | Joseph S. Bermudez Jr., Victor Cha
In Beyond Parallel Recently acquired LANDSAT 7 and 8 thermal infrared imagery of the Yongbyon
Nuclear Research Center provide strong indications that during March and April 2021, activity involving
the heating of buildings and operations of facility support systems had resumed at several...

Report

The Military, Police, and the Rise of Terrorism in the United States
April 12, 2021 | By Seth G. Jones, Catrina Doxsee, Grace Hwang

Report

The Time Is Now for U.S. Global Leadership on Covid-19 Vaccines
April 14, 2021 | By J. Stephen Morrison, Katherine E. Bliss, Anna McCaffrey

Commentary

The Other Sides of Renegotiating the JCPOA Iran Nuclear Agreement
April 15, 2021 | By Anthony H. Cordesman

Critical Questions

No Currency Manipulators in Biden’s First FX Report
April 16, 2021 | By Matthew P. Goodman, Dylan Gerstel

Rand [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://www.rand.org/pubs.html

Selected Research Reports, Featured Journal Articles
Report

Contemporary Issues in Gun Policy: Essays from the RAND Gun Policy in America Project
This report, part of RAND's Gun Policy in America project, presents essays that synthesize the available
scientific data on topics pertinent to firearm policy in the United States, such as mass shootings and
firearm and ammunition taxes.
Apr 15, 2021
Rajeev Ramchand, Jessica Saunders

Report

Transforming Global Education Through Evidence: An Evaluation System for the BHP
Foundation's Education Equity Global Signature Program
In this report, researchers develop a framework to evaluate the BHP Foundation's Education Equity
Global Signature Program, explain methods for assessing progress over five years, and present
preliminary results after a year of evaluation.
Apr 15, 2021
Benjamin K. Master, Shelly Culbertson, Brian Phillips, Elaine Lin Wang, Harold D. Green, Joe
Francombe, Hamish Evans, Susan Guthrie

Report

Transforming Global Education Through Evidence: An Evaluation System for the BHP
Foundation's Education Equity Global Signature Program—Executive Summary
This report is a summary of research for the evaluation of the BHP Foundation's Education Equity
Global Signature Program.
Apr 15, 2021
Benjamin K. Master, Shelly Culbertson, Brian Phillips, Elaine Lin Wang, Harold D. Green, Joe
Francombe, Hamish Evans, Susan Guthrie

Report

The Iran Threat Network (ITN): Four Models of Iran's Nonstate Client Partnerships
The authors explore Iran's relationships with nonstate actors to better enable the U.S. government to
counter Iranian subversion in the region via the Iran Threat Network, a loose network of non-Iranian,
nonstate groups supported by Tehran.
Apr 14, 2021
Ariane M. Tabatabai, Jeffrey Martini, Becca Wasser

Research Brief

U.S. Prescription Drug Prices Are 2.5 Times Those in Other OECD Countries
RAND researchers used 2018 prescription drug volume and price data to compare U.S. drug prices with
those in 32 other nations, both overall and for specific categories of drugs, such as brand-name and
generic medications.
Apr 14, 2021
Andrew W. Mulcahy, Christopher M. Whaley, Mahlet Gizaw, Daniel Schwam, Nathaniel Edenfield,
Alejandro U. Becerra-Ornelas

Report

Outcome Evaluation of the National Model for Liaison and Diversion
An outcome evaluation of the National Model for Liaison and Diversion scheme in England, which
identifies and supports people in the criminal justice system with health issues and vulnerabilities, using
a novel, large-scale linked data set.
Apr 12, 2021
Emma Disley, Evangelos Gkousis, Shann Hulme, Katherine I. Morley, Jack Pollard, Catherine L.
Saunders, Jon Sussex, Alex Sutherland

Research Brief

Findings from the national evaluation of Liaison and Diversion services in England
An outcome evaluation of the National Model for Liaison and Diversion scheme in England, which
identifies and supports people in the criminal justice system with health issues and vulnerabilities, using
a novel, large-scale linked data set.
Apr 12, 2021
Emma Disley, Evangelos Gkousis, Shann Hulme, Katherine I. Morley, Jack Pollard, Catherine L.
Saunders, Jon Sussex, Alex Sutherland

Report

Examining Career and Technical Education in National Guard Youth ChalleNGe Programs
The authors examined career and technical education opportunities for participants in the National
Guard Youth ChalleNGe program, a residential, quasi-military program for youth ages 16-18 who are
experiencing difficulty in traditional high school.
Apr 12, 2021
Louay Constant, Robert Bozick, Nicholas Broten, Joy S. Moini

Report

The Credentials Students Earn Beyond a High School Diploma
The author describes common types of postsecondary education credentials and presents data on how
frequently individuals earn these credentials and the demographic characteristics of these individuals.
Apr 12, 2021
Lindsay Daugherty
RoRI [Research on Research Institute] [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://researchonresearch.org/

We're an open and independent new initiative providing data, analysis and intelligence on how to make
research systems more strategic, open, diverse and inclusive.
RoRI News
No new digest content identified.
Alan Turing Institute
https://www.turing.ac.uk/news

News, Research, Events
No new digest content identified.

Unitaid [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://unitaid.org/

Featured News

13 April 2021
Unitaid commemorates World Chagas Day with a new initiative to prevent mother-to-child
transmission of the disease
:: Chagas disease affects between 6 and 7 million people worldwide and kills 10,000 people annually.
In Latin America, it causes more deaths than any other parasitic disease including malaria. Patients
infected with Chagas disease are at risk of severe COVID-19 manifestations.
:: At least two million women of child-bearing age are estimated to be chronically infected with
Trypanosoma cruzi ( cruzi) and 5 to 10% of pregnant women with Chagas disease will transmit the
infection to their new-borns.
:: On World Chagas Disease Day 2021 (14th of April), a new initiative co-financed by Unitaid and the
Brazilian Ministry of Health aims to improve access to affordable diagnostics, better treatment, and
comprehensive care for women and new-borns in four endemic countries: Brazil, Bolivia, Colombia, and
Paraguay.
Urban Institute [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://www.urban.org/publications

Publications

Evidence-Informed and Community-Based Recommendations for Improving Black
Maternal Health
The Urban Institute collaborated with the National Birth Equity Collaborative, a national nonprofit
organization that creates solutions that optimize Black maternal and infant health, to produce a
research brief that centers Black expertise, experiences, and voices in the Black maternal health crisis.
In this brief, we share findings from informant interviews and established research recommendations to
provide
Ebonie Megibow, Peace Gwam, Dawn Godbolt, Alise Powell, Joia Crear-Perry
April 16, 2021
Brief
Transforming Juvenile Probation: Restructuring Probation Terms to Promote Success
This guide provides a framework for how to define and structure youth probation terms to reduce the
harm inherent in probation supervision, leverage community partnerships, and build community
capacity to wrap youth and their households with any supports, resources, and services needed to
promote success. Probation-system improvements have gained momentum over the past several years
and a continued need exists
Samantha Harvell, Leah Sakala, Andreea Matei
April 16, 2021
Research Report
Average Decline in Material Hardship during the Pandemic Conceals Unequal
Circumstances
In this brief, we assess how material hardship changed during the first year of the COVID-19
pandemic, between December 2019 and December 2020. Using data from the Urban Institute’s WellBeing and Basic Needs Survey, our analysis provides the first probability-based national survey

estimates of changes in hardship from a prepandemic baseline. Despite a steep drop in employment,
we find the share of nonelderly
Michael Karpman, Stephen Zuckerman
April 14, 2021
Research Report
What if the American Rescue Plan’s Enhanced Marketplace Subsidies Were Made
Permanent? Estimates for 2022
The recently enacted American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) includes several provisions designed to expand
access to affordable health insurance coverage in 2021 and 2022, while the economy continues
recovering from the COVID-19 pandemic and recession. One provision is the expansion of Affordable
Care Act (ACA) marketplace subsidies over that period, which could substantially reduce household
spending on health care,
Jessica Banthin, Matthew Buettgens, Michael Simpson, Robin Wang
April 14, 2021
Brief
Supporting Young Parents in NYC
New York City’s Performance Partnership Pilot (P3) program helped participants complete high school
equivalency and occupational credentials. The program, however, did not lead to higher levels of
employment. The New York City P3 enhanced existing Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act
(WIOA) Out-of-School Youth (OSY) services by extending the eligibility period and providing extra
support from a child care
Theresa Anderson, Alexander Carther, Alan D. Dodkowitz
April 13, 2021
Research Report
The Wistar Institute [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://www.wistar.org/news/press-releases

Press Releases
No new digest content identified.

World Economic Forum [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/

Media

Aviation Sector Calls for Unified Cybersecurity Practices to Mitigate Growing Risks
News 14 Apr 2021
Wide Variations in Post-COVID ‘Return to Normal’ Expectations, Survey Finds
News 12 Apr 2021
:: Majority hopeful that the pandemic will be contained within the next year, but expectations vary
widely by country
:: China, India, Russia and Saudi Arabia believe it will take a year to return to normal, while Japan,
France, Italy and South Korea believe it will take longer
:: 1 out of 2 adults say their emotional and mental health has gotten worse since the beginning of the
pandemic, but nearly 1 in 4 said it improved since the start of 2021

:: Read more and view the report
*

*

*

*

:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch

We will primarily monitor press/media releases announcing key initiatives and new research from a
growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, humanitarian
response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended to be exhaustive, but
indicative.
Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/

News
No new digest content identified.

BMGF - Gates Foundation [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases

Press Releases and Statements
No new digest content identified.

Blue Meridian Partners [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/

Blue Meridian Partners is a new capital aggregation collaboration that plans to invest at least $1 billion
in high-performance nonprofits that are poised to have truly national impact for economically
disadvantaged children and youth.
No new digest content identified.
Annie E. Casey Foundation [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/

Newsroom
No new digest content identified.

Clinton Foundation [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements

Press Releases & Statements
Press Release

April 15, 2021
“The Future of Work” concludes with new CGI Commitments to Action announced to
support the U.S. workforce
Co Impact [to 17 Apr 2021]

www.co-impact.io

Co-Impact is a global philanthropic collaborative for systems change focused on improving the lives of
millions of people around the world.
No new digest content identified.
Ford Foundation [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://www.fordfoundation.org/press-room/

The Latest
No new digest content identified.

J. Paul Getty Trust [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://news.getty.edu/

Latest News

April 15, 2021
Getty Villa Reopens to Public Wednesday, April 21
Limited number of visitors permitted with free reservation
April 15, 2021
Jaynie Miller Studenmund joins Getty Board of Trustees
The J. Paul Getty Trust Board of Trustees has elected business executive and independent board
member Jaynie Miller Studenmund to its Board.
GHIT Fund [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press

GHIT was set up in 212 with the aim of developing new tools to tackle infectious diseases that
No new digest content identified.
Grameen Foundation [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://grameenfoundation.org/stories/press-releases

Press Releases

More than 3,400 entrepreneurs in the Philippines receive relief and recovery support
through Grameen Foundation ‘COVID-19 RELIEF.'
Manila, April 15, 2020 - Grameen Foundation today announced the results of its COVID-19 RELIEF
(Response to Enhance Livelihoods of Individual Entrepreneurs and Families) initiative in the Philippines.
Supported by J.P. Morgan, the two-phase program targeted individual microentrepreneurs or daily
wage earners, especially women, who were severely affected by community lockdowns imposed in
Metro Manila and Cebu.
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/

Latest
No new digest content identified.

Conrad N. Hilton Foundation [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news

Press Releases
No new digest content identified.

IKEA Foundation [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/

Press Releases
Climate Action

Global road map to zero-emission healthcare
April 14, 2021
Healthcare workers have been rightly hailed as heroes for their ongoing work during the pandemic.
Now the healthcare sector can also take the lead in helping to solve the climate crisis.
Today, our partner Health Care Without Harm will launch “The Global Road Map for Health Care
Decarbonization”. This is the first-ever guide for how the healthcare sector can contribute to the Paris
Agreement target to keep warming below 1.5 degrees and chart a course to zero emissions by 2050…
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute
https://www.hhmi.org/news

[to 17 Apr 2021]

Press Room
No new digest content identified.

Kaiser Family Foundation
https://www.kff.org/search/?post_type=press-release

Accessed 17 Apr 2021
April 16, 2021 News Release

Vaccine Monitor: What We’ve Learned
With nearly all states poised to allow anyone at least 16 years old to get a COVID-19 vaccine, this
week’s announcement pausing the distribution of the Johnson & Johnson vaccine to investigate a rare
side effect is raising questions about whether and how it will affect the public’s eagerness to…
April 15, 2021 News Release
Vaccine Passports: What We Know and What to Consider
Around the country and in parts of the world, COVID-19 vaccination efforts continue to grow, leaving
people wondering about vaccine requirements and ways to certify vaccine status. “Vaccine passports,”
a paper or digital form certifying that a person has been vaccinated, have garnered increased interest
in recent months, especially as…
April 12, 2021 News Release
Private Insurers Are Expected to Pay $2.1 Billion in Rebates to Consumers This Year for
Excessive Health Insurance Premiums Relative to Health Care Expenses
Private insurance companies are expecting to pay out $2.1 billion in rebates to consumers this fall, the
second highest amount ever issued under the Affordable Care Act, according to a new KFF analysis.

The rebates, which are calculated based on the share of premium revenues that insurance companies
paid out…
Kellogg Foundation [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media

Selected Announcements
No new digest content identified.

Aga Khan Foundation [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation

Press Releases
No new digest content identified.

MacArthur Foundation [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://www.macfound.org/

News, Events, What We’re Learning

Financial Risks from Climate Change
April 15, 2021

Grantee Research

Climate change poses systemic financial risks, but U.S. regulators have not taken steps to protect
markets, according to a report from Ceres. The physical impact of climate change causes economic
risks and should be a call to action for financial regulators. The MacArthur-supported report
recommends eight immediate steps including enabling investors to address climate change risks,
mandating climate change disclosure, incorporating climate resilience and racial equity into financial
stability conversations, and strengthening global coordination.
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://mellon.org/

Mellon News, Press Releases

A Statement on Voting Rights
April 14, 2021
In response to deliberate and organized efforts to suppress the vote in states across the country,
nearly 700 business, tech, health and nonprofit industry leaders, including Mellon Foundation President
Elizabeth Alexander, have joined together to issue the below statement which appears as a full page ad
in today’s New York Times…
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://www.moore.org/news

News
No new digest content identified.

Open Society Foundations [to 17 Apr 2021]

https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/newsroom

Newsroom
No new digest content identified.

David and Lucile Packard Foundation [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://www.packard.org/news/

News
No new digest content identified.

Pew Charitable Trusts [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room
Press Releases, Statements, Events

Event

April 30, 2021
Small Businesses, Jobs, and Philadelphia's Road to an Inclusive Recovery

Event

April 16, 2021
Science Matters: A Virtual Event With Top Health, Science, and Policy Experts
Rockefeller Foundation [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/

Reports/Press Releases
Apr 16 2021 Press Releases

Statement by Dr. Rajiv J. Shah, President of The Rockefeller Foundation, on the Passing of
Vartan Gregorian, Carnegie Corporation of New York President
On behalf of the board and staff of The Rockefeller Foundation, we deeply mourn the passing of our
friend and partner Vartan Gregorian. Born in Iran, Vartan came to the United States and …
Apr 14 2021 Press Releases
DFC Announces Call for Applications for Distributed Renewable Energy Projects
The agency seeks opportunities to catalyze private sector investment ahead of President Biden’s
Leaders Summit on Climate WASHINGTON – U.S. International Development Finance Corporation
(DFC) today announced a Call for Applications …
Apr 14 2021 Press Releases
The Rockefeller Foundation Launches COVID-19 Modeling Accelerator
Fast-Tracks Medical Research into Real World Decision-Making Tools NEW YORK | April 14, 2021 –
The Rockefeller Foundation announced the creation of the COVID-19 Modeling Accelerator and the first
cohort of …
Apr 14 2021 Press Releases
Frozen Out: Minorities Suffered Four times More Power Outages in Texas Blackouts
Satellite imagery analysis reveals relationship between racial status and the power outages that
endangered 4.5 million Texans April 14, 2021, | New York – Areas with a high share of minority …

Apr 13 2021 Press Releases
The Rockefeller Foundation Launches $20 Million Initiative to Increase Covid-19
Vaccination Rates Among Communities of Color
Calls for a National Equity Vaccination Goal to Eliminate Racial Disparity in Covid-19 Vaccinations by
Ensuring that at least 70 Million Vaccinations go to People of Color by July NEW …
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom.html

Latest News and Highlights
No new digest content identified.

Science Philanthropy Alliance [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/

“…a group of organizations working together to increase philanthropic support for basic scientific
research on a global basis…”
No new digest content identified.
SDGFunders [to 17 Apr 2021]
http://sdgfunders.org/

SDG Philanthropy Platform is a collaboration between philanthropy and the greater international
development community led by Foundation Center, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)
and Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, and supported by the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, Ford
Foundation and the MasterCard Foundation, the Brach Family Foundation, and other key organizations
such as Asociación de Fundaciones Empresariales (AFE) in Colombia, Brach Family Charitable
Foundation, CAF America, Council on Foundations, East Africa Association of Grantmakers (EAAG),
European Foundation Centre, Filantropi Indonesia (FI), GlobalGiving, The Humanitarian Forum, World
Congress of Muslim Philanthropists, and Worldwide Initiatives for Grantmaker Support (WINGS).
Selected Announcements
No new digest content identified.
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://sloan.org/about/press

Press Releases
No new digest content identified.

Wellcome Trust [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news

News and reports
Q&A

An expert explains how to track coronavirus variants
Sonia Gonçalves
15 April 2021

::::::
Candid [formerly Foundation Center and GuideStar] [to 17 Apr 2021
https://candid.org/about/press-room?fcref=pg

Press Room
No new digest content identified.

Council on Foundations [to 17 Apr 2021]
https://www.cof.org/newsroom

Newsroom/Blog Posts
No new digest content identified.
*

*

*
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:: Journal Watch

The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in human
rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be exhaustive. We will
add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon recommendation from
readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content but note that successful access
to some of the articles and other content may require subscription or other access arrangement unique
to the publisher. Please suggest additional journals you feel warrant coverage.
AJOB Empirical Bioethics
Volume 12, 2020 Issue 1
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/uabr21/current
[Reviewed earlier]
AMA Journal of Ethics
Volume 23, Number 3 Apr 2021
https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/issue/compassionate-force

Compassionate Force

Using force in caregiving is most often justified based on risk-benefit or best interest analyses.
Careful, inclusive deliberation about whether force should be used in the course of a patient’s care is a
rise-to-the minimum precursor of responsible force implementation, as is minimizing a patient’s risk of
harm. Even when clinically indicated and ethically justifiable, force protocols drawing on physical,
pharmaceutical, and legal means of restraint or seclusion can undermine therapeutic capacity in
patient-clinician relationships, erode trust, and exacerbate emotional and moral distress for both
patients and clinicians. These high stakes cum patients’ extreme vulnerability prompt us to consider
how clinicians’ and organizations’ clinical and ethical obligations extend beyond harm minimization to
compassion maximization. Although the words "compassion" and "force" rarely appear together, this
issue investigates what their union could mean for and make possible in the enterprise of health care.

American Journal of Infection Control
April 2021 Volume 49 Issue 4 p409-532
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current
[Reviewed earlier]
American Journal of Preventive Medicine
April 2021 Volume 60 Issue 4p453-594
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current
[Reviewed earlier]
American Journal of Public Health
April 2021 111(4)
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current
[Reviewed earlier]
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene
Volume 104 (2021): Issue 3_Suppl (Mar 2021):
https://www.ajtmh.org/view/journals/tpmd/104/3_Suppl/tpmd.104.issue-3_Suppl.xml

Pragmatic Recommendations for the Management of Hospitalized COVID-19 Patients in
Low- and Middle-Income Countries
[Reviewed earlier]

Annals of Internal Medicine
March 2021 Volume 174, Issue 3
http://annals.org/aim/issue
[Reviewed earlier]
Antiquity – A Review of World Archeology
Latest Issue: Issue 380 - April 2021
https://antiquity.ac.uk/latest
[Reviewed earlier]
Artificial Intelligence – An International Journal
Volume 293 April 2021
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/artificial-intelligence/vol/293/suppl/C
[Reviewed earlier]
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/
(Accessed 17 Apr 2021)

[No new digest content identified]
BMJ Global Health
April 2021 - Volume 6 - 4
https://gh.bmj.com/content/6/4
[Reviewed earlier]
BMC Health Services Research
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content
(Accessed 17 Apr 2021)
[No new digest content identified]

BMC Infectious Diseases
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content
(Accessed 17 Apr 2021)
European data sources for computing burden of (potential) vaccine-preventable diseases
in ageing adults

To guide decision-making on immunisation programmes for ageing adults in Europe, one of the aims of
the Vaccines and InfecTious diseases in the Ageing popuLation (IMI2-VITAL) project is to assess the
burden of...
Authors: Estelle Méroc, Janeri Fröberg, Timea Almasi, Brita Askeland Winje, Alejandro Orrico-Sánchez,
Anneke Steens, Scott A. McDonald, Kaatje Bollaerts and Mirjam J. Knol
Citation: BMC Infectious Diseases 2021 21:345
Content type: Research article
Published on: 13 April 2021
Predictors of willingness to get a COVID-19 vaccine in the U.S

As COVID-19 vaccine distribution efforts continue, public health workers can strategize about vaccine
promotion in an effort to increase willingness among those who may be hesitant.
Authors: Bridget J. Kelly, Brian G. Southwell, Lauren A. McCormack, Carla M. Bann, Pia D. M.
MacDonald, Alicia M. Frasier, Christine A. Bevc, Noel T. Brewer and Linda B. Squiers
Citation: BMC Infectious Diseases 2021 21:338
Content type: Research article
Published on: 12 April 2021
BMC Medical Ethics
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content
(Accessed 17 Apr 2021)

Research article

Trust and professionalism in science: medical codes as a model for scientific negligence?

Professional communities such as the medical community are acutely concerned with negligence: the
category of misconduct where a professional does not live up to the standards expected of a
professional of sim...

Authors: Hugh Desmond and Kris Dierickx
Citation: BMC Medical Ethics 2021 22:45
Content type: Research article
Published on: 14 April 2021
BMC Medicine
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content
(Accessed 17 Apr 2021)
[No new digest content identified]
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content
(Accessed 17 Apr 2021)
[No new digest content identified]
BMC Public Health
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles
(Accessed 17 Apr 2021)
Problems after flight: understanding and comparing Syrians’ perspectives in the Middle
East and Europe

Syrian refugees and asylum seekers (SRAs) face multiple stressors after flight, which may vary due to
different geographic, economic, cultural and socio-political contexts in the host countries.
Authors: Andrea Drescher, Nikolai Kiselev, Aemal Akhtar, Ceren Acarturk, Richard A. Bryant, Zeynep
Ilkkursun, Roland von Känel, Kenneth E. Miller, Monique C. Pfaltz, Matthis Schick, Ulrich Schnyder,
Marit Sijbrandij, Julia Spaaij and Naser Morina
Citation: BMC Public Health 2021 21:717
Content type: Research article
Published on: 13 April 2021

A systematic review of health sector responses to the coincidence of disasters and COVID19

In December 2019, the Chinese city of Wuhan reported a novel pneumonia caused by COVID-19. While
the COVID-19 pandemic has been increasingly affecting the world, the occurrence of disasters resulted
in complex...
Authors: Sanaz Sohrabizadeh, Shiva Yousefian, Amirhosein Bahramzadeh and Mohammad Hossein
Vaziri
Citation: BMC Public Health 2021 21:709
Content type: Research
Published on: 13 April 2021
BMC Research Notes
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content
(Accessed 17 Apr 2021)

Impact of early detection and vaccination strategy in COVID-19 eradication program in
Jakarta, Indonesia

Several essential factors have played a crucial role in the spreading mechanism of COVID-19
(Coronavirus disease 2019) in the human population. These factors include undetected cases,
asymptomatic cases, and s...
Authors: Dipo Aldila, Brenda M. Samiadji, Gracia M. Simorangkir, Sarbaz H. A. Khosnaw and
Muhammad Shahzad
Citation: BMC Research Notes 2021 14:132
Content type: Research note
Published on: 12 April 2021
BMJ Evidence-Based Medicine
April 2021 - Volume 26 - 2
https://ebm.bmj.com/content/26/2
[Reviewed earlier]
BMJ Open
April 2021 - Volume 11 - 4
https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/11/4
[Reviewed earlier]
Bulletin of the World Health Organization
Volume 99, Number 4, April 2021, 241-320
https://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/99/4/en/
[Reviewed earlier]
Cell
Apr 01, 2021 Volume 184 Issue 7 p1651-1940
https://www.cell.com/cell/issue?pii=S0092-8674(20)X0008-0
[New issue; No digest content identified]
Child Care, Health and Development
Volume 47, Issue 3 Pages: 297-410 May 2021
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13652214/current
[New issue; No digest content identified]
Child Abuse and Neglect: The International Journal
Volume 114 April 2021
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/child-abuse-and-neglect/vol/114/suppl/C
[Reviewed earlier]

Clinical Therapeutics
Volume 43 Issue 3 p431-650, e57-e96
http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/current

COVID Commentary

The COVID-19 mRNA Vaccines and the Pandemic: Do They Represent the Beginning of the
End or the End of the Beginning?
Ravi Jhaveri
Published online: January 22, 2021 p549-556
Clinical Trials
Volume 18 Issue 2, April 2021
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/ctja/18/2
[Reviewed earlier]
Conflict and Health
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/
[Accessed 17 Apr 2021]
‘We need someone to deliver our voices’: reflections from conducting remote qualitative
research in Syria
Authors: Yazan Douedari, Mervat Alhaffar, Diane Duclos, Mohamed Al-Twaish, Samer Jabbour and
Natasha Howard
Content type: Research in practice
17 April 2021
Escaping the past and living in the present: a qualitative exploration of substance use
among Syrian male refugees in Germany
Authors: Jutta Lindert, Ulrike Neuendorf, Marta Natan and Ingo Schäfer
Content type: Research
12 April 2021
Healthcare governance during humanitarian responses: a survey of current practice among
international humanitarian actors
Authors: Prudence Jarrett, Yasin Fozdar, Nada Abdelmagid and Francesco Checchi
Content type: Research
10 April 2021
Contemporary Clinical Trials
Volume 102 March 2021
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/contemporary-clinical-trials/vol/102/suppl/C
[New issue; No digest content identified]
The CRISPR Journal
Volume 4, Issue 1 / February 2021
https://www.liebertpub.com/toc/crispr/4/1

[Reviewed earlier]
Current Genetic Medicine Reports
Volume 9, issue 1, March 2021
https://link.springer.com/journal/40142/volumes-and-issues/9-1
[Reviewed earlier]
Current Opinion in Infectious Diseases
April 2021 - Volume 34 - Issue 2
https://journals.lww.com/co-infectiousdiseases/pages/currenttoc.aspx
[Reviewed earlier]
Current Protocols in Human Genetics
Volume 108, Issue 1 December 2020
https://currentprotocols.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/19348258/current
[Reviewed earlier]
Developing World Bioethics
Volume 21, Issue 1 Pages: i, 1-54 March 2021
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14718847/current
[Reviewed earlier]
Development in Practice
Volume 31, Issue 2, 2021
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cdip20/current
[Reviewed earlier]
Development Policy Review
Volume 39, Issue 3 Pages: 341-507 May 2021
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14677679/current

ARTICLES

How culture may nurture institutional trust: Insights from Bangladesh and Nepal
Ishtiaq Jamil, Hasan Muhammad Baniamin
Pages: 419-434
First Published: 06 September 2020
Disability and Rehabilitation: Assistive Technology
Volume 16 - Issue 2 - 2021
http://informahealthcare.com/toc/idt/current
[Reviewed earlier]

Disaster Medicine and Public Health Preparedness
Volume 14 - Issue 5 - October 2020
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/disaster-medicine-and-public-health-preparedness/latestissue
[Reviewed earlier]
Disasters
Volume 45, Issue 2 Pages: 253-497 April 2021
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14677717/current
[Reviewed earlier]
EMBO Reports
Volume 22 Issue 4 7 April 2021
https://www.embopress.org/toc/14693178/current
[Reviewed earlier]
Emerging Infectious Diseases
Volume 27, Number 4—April 2021
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/
[Reviewed earlier]
Epidemics
Volume 34 March 2021
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/epidemics/vol/34/suppl/C
[Reviewed earlier]
Epidemiology and Infection
Volume 149 - 2021
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/epidemiology-and-infection/latest-issue
[Reviewed earlier]
Ethics & Human Research
Volume 43, Issue 2 Pages: 1-48 March–April 2021
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/25782363/current

Research ethics and pandemics • IRBs and AI research
[Reviewed earlier]

Ethics & International Affairs
Winter 2020 (34,4)
https://www.ethicsandinternationalaffairs.org/2021/winter-2020-34-4/

The editors of Ethics & International Affairs are pleased to present the Fall 2020 issue of the journal!
This Special Issue of the journal features a collection of essays organized and guest edited by Margaret
P. Karns on the seventy-fifth anniversary of the United Nations. The collection contains contributions
from David Malone and Adam Day, Sophie Harman, Ellen J. Ravndal, Ramesh Thakur, Susanna P.
Campbell, Devaki Jain, Bertrand Ramcharan, Maria Ivanova, and Margaret P. Karns, Kirsten Haack, and
Jean-Pierre Murray. Additionally, the issue includes an article by Jack McDonald on information,
privacy, and just war theory and an essay by Anthony F. Lang, Jr. on constructing universal values. It
also contains a review essay by Sarah C. Goff on freedom and justice in trade governance, and book
reviews by Michael Blake, Elizabeth Kahn, Jamie Mayerfeld, and John Williams.
[Reviewed earlier]
The European Journal of Public Health
Volume 31, Issue 1, February 2021
https://academic.oup.com/eurpub/issue/31/1
[Reviewed earlier]
Food Policy
Volume 99 February 2021
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/food-policy/vol/99/suppl/C
[Reviewed earlier]
Food Security
Volume 13, issue 2, April 2021
https://link.springer.com/journal/12571/volumes-and-issues/13-2
An evidence-based systematic review on farmers’ adaptation strategies in India
Authors: Chandra Sekhar Bahinipati, Vijay Kumar, P. K. Viswanathan
Content type: Review
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Climate change and household welfare in sub-Saharan Africa: empirical evidence from
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Content type: Original Paper
Open Access
Published: 15 October 2020
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COVID-19 vaccine delivery: an opportunity to set up systems for the future [version 2; peer
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Abstract

The race to develop safe and effective SARS-COV-2 vaccines has moved with unprecedented speed.
There are now multiple vaccines that have received emergency use authorization from the United
States Food and Drug Administration and a host of candidates positioned for approval worldwide.
Attention has now turned to allocation, distribution and verification of these vaccines, yet this focus
exposes that the underlying infrastructure for global delivery and monitoring is threadbare and
unevenly distributed. This presents both a barrier and an opportunity to deploy sustainable
infrastructure. Major global stakeholders must convene quickly, collaborate, and collectively invest in
global standards, legal models, common vocabularies and interoperable biometric-supported digital
health technologies. As the COVID-19 vaccine effort scales, governments, private sector, and NGOs
have the chance to place lasting resources needed for equitable and effective delivery that can pay
dividends into the future.
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Articles

Beyond Geodiversity Sites: Exploring the Educational Potential of Widespread Geological
Features (Rocks, Minerals and Fossils)
Authors: Paweł Wolniewicz,

Content type: Original Article
Open Access
Published: 05 April 2021
Introducing New Guidelines on Geoheritage Conservation in Protected and Conserved
Areas
Authors: Roger Crofts, Dan Tormey, John E. Gordon
Content type: Original Article
Open Access
Published: 31 March 2021

Abstract

This paper introduces newly published guidelines on geoheritage conservation in protected and
conserved areas within the “IUCN WCPA Best Practice Guidelines” series. It explains the need for the
guidelines and outlines the ethical basis of geoheritage values and geoconservation principles as the
fundamental framework within which to advance geoheritage conservation. Best practice in
establishing and managing protected and conserved areas for geoconservation is described with
examples from around the world. Particular emphasis is given to the methodology and practice for
dealing with the many threats to geoheritage, highlighting in particular how to improve practice for
areas with caves and karst, glacial and periglacial, and volcanic features and processes, and for
palaeontology and mineral sites. Guidance to improve education and communication to the public
through modern and conventional means is also highlighted as a key stage in delivering effective
geoconservation. A request is made to geoconservation experts to continue to share best practice
examples of developing methodologies and best practice in management to guide non-experts in their
work. Finally, a number of suggestions are made on how geoconservation can be further promoted.
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Switzerland: Burqa Ban Approved by Voters
April 16, 2021 by Jenny Gesley
Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Kuwait: Authorities Impose New Preventive Measures to Combat
Spread of COVID-19 Virus during Ramadan
April 15, 2021 by George Sadek

Israel: Supreme Court Voids Coronavirus Lockdown Restrictions Limiting Demonstrators to
1,000 Meters from Residence
April 15, 2021 by Ruth Levush
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Structural barriers to knowledge transfer and exchange among men and women in low-,
middle- and high-income countries: an international cross-sectional study with vaccine
researchers in 44 countries

Globally, women constitute 30% of researchers. Despite an increasing proportion of women in
research, they are still less likely to have international collaborations. Literature on barriers to
knowledge transfer and exchange (KTE) between men and women remains limited. This study aimed
to assess perceived gender barriers to KTE activities in vaccination-related research in low-, middleand high-income countries.
Authors: Soha El-Halabi, Ronan McCabe, Birger C. Forsberg, Devy L. Elling and Ziad El-Khatib
Content type: Research
12 April 2021
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Humanitarian Exchange Magazine
Number 78, October 2020
https://odihpn.org/magazine/inclusion-of-persons-with-disabilities-in-humanitarian-action-what-now/
Disability inclusion in humanitarian action

by HPN October 2020

The theme of this edition of Humanitarian Exchange, co-edited with Sherin Alsheikh Ahmed from
Islamic Relief Worldwide, is disability inclusion in humanitarian action. Persons with disabilities are not
only disproportionately impacted by conflicts, disasters and other emergencies, but also face barriers to
accessing humanitarian assistance. At the same time, global commitments and standards and the IASC
Guidelines on the inclusion of persons with disabilities in humanitarian action all emphasise how
persons with disabilities are also active agents of change. Disability and age-focused organisations have
led on testing and demonstrating how inclusion can be done better. Yet despite this progress,
challenges to effective inclusion remain.
As Kirstin Lange notes in the lead article, chief among these challenges is humanitarian agencies’ lack
of engagement with organisations of persons with disabilities. Simione Bula, Elizabeth Morgan and
Teresa Thomson look at disability inclusion in humanitarian response in the Pacific, and Kathy Al Jubeh
and Alradi Abdalla argue for a ‘participation revolution’, building on learning from the gender
movement. Tchaurea Fleury and Sulayman AbdulMumuni Ujah outline how the Bridge Article 11
training initiative is encouraging constructive exchange between humanitarian and disability actors. The
lack of good, disaggregated data is highlighted by Sarah Collinson; Frances Hill, Jim Cranshaw and
Carys Hughes emphasise the need for training resources in local languages and accessible formats; and

Sophie Van Eetvelt and colleagues report on a review of the evidence on inclusion of people with
disabilities and older people.
Rebecca Molyneux and co-authors analyse the findings of a review of a DFID programme in north-east
Nigeria, while Carolin Funke highlights the importance of strategic partnerships between disabilityfocused organisations, drawing on her research in Cox’s Bazar. Sherin Alsheikh Ahmed describes
Islamic Relief Worldwide’s approach to mainstreaming protection and inclusion, while Pauline Thivillier
and Valentina Shafina outline IRC’s Client Responsive Programming. The edition ends with reflections
by Mirela Turcanu and Yves Ngunzi Kahashi on CAFOD’s SADI approach.
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JAMA
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Original Investigation

Effect of Ivermectin on Time to Resolution of Symptoms Among Adults With Mild COVID19A Randomized Clinical Trial
Eduardo López-Medina, MD, MSc; Pío López, MD; Isabel C. Hurtado, MD; et al.
free access has active quiz
JAMA. 2021;325(14):1426-1435. doi:10.1001/jama.2021.3071
This randomized trial compares the effects of ivermectin vs placebo on time to symptom resolution
within 21 days among patients with mild COVID-19.

Viewpoint

COVID-19 in 2021—Continuing Uncertainty
Carlos del Rio, MD; Preeti Malani, MD, MSJ
free access has active quiz has multimedia has audio
JAMA. 2021;325(14):1389-1390. doi:10.1001/jama.2021.3760
This Viewpoint summarizes the current best evidence about COVID-19 vaccines, immunity, and
whether SARS-CoV-2 will become an endemic or seasonal virus.

Conclusions

The world has transformed in the past year and some aspects of life may remain changed forever.
COVID-19 may reoccur seasonally, like other respiratory viruses, most notably influenza. In addition, a
substantial number of patients with post-COVID syndromes will experience various degrees of
disabilities and symptoms for years. Infection risk aside, it will be essential for public health agencies
and society to develop ways to safely continue essential activities, including in-person learning in the K12 and higher education space. Social gatherings, sporting events, and other community activities will
undoubtedly resume but some restrictions will continue depending on evidence of community spread,
the proportion of individuals vaccinated, and other factors that will need to be monitored regularly as
individuals, institutions, and governments all perform calculations to balance competing risks.
JAMA Network
COVID-19 Update April 17, 2021

These articles on COVID-19 were published across the JAMA Network in the last week.
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Spiral Loss of Culture: Cultural Trauma and Bereavement of Bhutanese Refugee Elders
Hyojin Im & Jonah Neff
Pages: 99-113

Published online: 12 Mar 2020

Abstract

Despite the rapidly growing need to understand and address the unique needs of refugee elders in
resettlement, few studies have focused on how continued losses of culture affects coping and distress
among refugee families with elderly parents. This qualitative study explores Hindu Bhutanese elders’
cultural losses and coping and their bereavement of cultural resources and life transition. Thematic
analysis revealed three major thematic domains of cultural losses: cultural collision, cultural trauma and
bereavement, and continued distress and loss spiral. This study emphasizes efforts to address cultural
losses and trauma to bridge intergenerational gaps and to invigorate family and social support.

Article

The Status and Rights of the Rohingya as Refugees under International Refugee Law:
Challenges for a Durable Solution
Jobair Alam
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Published online: 15 Apr 2020
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Supporting Refugee Preschooler’s Early Learning: Combined Capitals and Strengths of
Refugee Families, an Agency, and a Community Preschool Program
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Blockchain, consent and prosent for medical research (4 May, 2020)
Sebastian Porsdam Mann, Julian Savulescu, Philippe Ravaud, Mehdi Benchoufi

Abstract

Recent advances in medical and information technologies, the availability of new types of medical data,
the requirement of increasing numbers of study participants, as well as difficulties in recruitment and
retention, all present serious problems for traditional models of specific and informed consent to
medical research. However, these advances also enable novel ways to securely share and analyse data.

This paper introduces one of these advances—blockchain technologies—and argues that they can be
used to share medical data in a secure and auditable fashion. In addition, some aspects of consent and
data collection, as well as data access management and analysis, can be automated using blockchainbased smart contracts. This paper demonstrates how blockchain technologies can be used to further all
three of the bioethical principles underlying consent requirements: the autonomy of patients, by giving
them much greater control over their data; beneficence, by greatly facilitating medical research
efficiency and by reducing biases and opportunities for errors; and justice, by enabling patients with
rare or under-researched conditions to pseudonymously aggregate their data for analysis. Finally, we
coin and describe the novel concept of prosent, by which we mean the blockchain-enabled ability of all
stakeholders in the research process to pseudonymously and proactively consent to data release or
exchange under specific conditions, such as trial completion.
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Editorial

The ACT Accelerator: heading in the right direction?
The Lancet
April 24, 2021, marks 1 year since the formation of the Access to COVID-19 Tools Accelerator (ACT-A)
partnership. Its mission is to accelerate the development, production, and equitable access to COVID19 tests, treatments, and vaccines, which is central to ending the acute phase of the COVID-19
pandemic. With the pandemic still raging, has ACT-A been successful so far? And what does the future
hold?
ACT-A coordinates the strategy and work of several global health partners under four pillars:
diagnostics, therapeutics, vaccines (COVAX), and health systems. Much of the attention has been
focused on vaccines. COVAX plans to deliver 2 billion doses of COVID-19 vaccine by the end of the
year, but its mission has been hamstrung by political realities and a lack of ambition.
The diagnostics pillar, led by the Foundation for Innovative New Diagnostics (FIND) and the Global
Fund, aimed to develop new, affordable, high-quality tests, and to support the procurement and
deployment of 500 million tests for low-income and middle-income countries (LMICs). In September,

2020, FIND announced that 120 million rapid diagnostic tests had been made available through ACT-A
at a set price for LMICs. But large discrepancies exist in testing rates between high-income countries
(620 tests per 100 000 people per day) versus low-income countries (6·5 tests per 100 000 people per
day, with a high positivity rate of 13·3%). As with vaccines, individual rich countries can buy up tests
directly from manufacturers. Countries with no resources to buy tests are left without. A lack of
laboratory facilities for RT-PCR tests and the paucity of trained laboratory specialists leave many LMICs
disadvantaged in reaching full testing capacity.
The therapeutics pillar, co-convened by Unitaid and the Wellcome Trust, is tasked with finding effective
therapies and their large-scale, equitable distribution. Many potential treatments have unfortunately
been found to be ineffective in clinical studies. The RECOVERY trial, co-funded by ACT-A partners,
established dexamethasone as the first life-saving therapy for patients admitted to hospital with
COVID-19, and ACT-A secured 2·9 million treatment courses for LMICs through advanced purchases.
However, this figure is only a fraction of the pillar's aim to deliver 245 million doses of therapeutics to
LMICs. Strict patent and technology transfer regulations have hampered the scale-up of much needed
vaccine manufacturing, and the same barriers will likely apply to new treatments such as monoclonal
antibodies. ACT-A was also slow to take up the issue of medical oxygen, and other essential medicines
for patients with COVID-19 remain in short supply.
The health systems pillar of ACT-A is narrow in scope, largely focused on the effective deployment of
COVID-19 vaccines, treatments, and diagnostics and ensuring health-care workers in LMICs have
sufficient personal protective equipment. These are unambitious goals. As David Hipgrave points out in
a Correspondence, ACT-A neglects to ensure quality primary care and essential public health functions.
ACT-A was a necessary response to an emergency. It was quick to bring together partners and
stimulate research and development of new technologies for COVID-19. But ACT-A is, in many ways, a
traditional global health entity. Funding follows an international aid model, depending on the
benevolence of rich donors. The result is a funding shortfall and a system not based on solidarity but
rather one that reinforces inequities. This set-up must be rethought. Thomas Piketty, for example, has
proposed a wealth tax of 2% to finance global public health goods. The partners of ACT-A are receiving
huge amounts of public money in a global emergency. The minimum to expect in return is transparent
and fair pricing, and the sharing of intellectual property, technology, and knowledge.
Furthermore, ACT-A is a vertical programme and heavily focused on technical solutions. Diagnostics,
treatments, and vaccines are essential, but too little attention is given to health systems strengthening
and systemic drivers of epidemics. The broader implications for ensuring social welfare and cohesion
within countries and globally are profound. Any inequities will only prolong the pandemic.
On May 21, at the Global Health Summit in Rome, countries and organisations will discuss financing for
the global COVID-19 response. ACT-A may be large in scale, but it suffers from the same shortcomings
as countless previous global health initiatives. If ACT-A is to deliver on its goals, these weaknesses
need to be confronted and overcome. Only then might it find a worthwhile place in the global health
architecture, for this pandemic and beyond.
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Article | 17 March 2021
Protecting the global ocean for biodiversity, food and climate
Using a globally coordinated strategic conservation framework to plan an increase in ocean protection
through marine protected areas can yield benefits for biodiversity, food provisioning and carbon
storage.
Enric Sala, Juan Mayorga & Jane Lubchenco
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Measuring human capital using global learning data
Analyses of a global database reveal that in many developing countries progress in learning remains
limited despite increasing enrolment in primary and secondary education, and uncover links between
human capital and economic development.
Noam Angrist, Simeon Djankov & Harry A. Patrinos
Nature Biotechnology
Volume 39 Issue 4, April 2021
https://www.nature.com/nbt/volumes/39/issues/4
Resource | 09 November 2020 | Open Access
A genomic catalog of Earth’s microbiomes
Cataloging microbial genomes from Earth’s environments expands the known phylogenetic diversity of
bacteria and archaea.
Stephen Nayfach, Simon Roux & Emiley A. Eloe-Fadrosh

Abstract

The reconstruction of bacterial and archaeal genomes from shotgun metagenomes has enabled insights
into the ecology and evolution of environmental and host-associated microbiomes. Here we applied this
approach to >10,000 metagenomes collected from diverse habitats covering all of Earth’s continents
and oceans, including metagenomes from human and animal hosts, engineered environments, and
natural and agricultural soils, to capture extant microbial, metabolic and functional potential. This
comprehensive catalog includes 52,515 metagenome-assembled genomes representing 12,556 novel
candidate species-level operational taxonomic units spanning 135 phyla. The catalog expands the
known phylogenetic diversity of bacteria and archaea by 44% and is broadly available for streamlined
comparative analyses, interactive exploration, metabolic modeling and bulk download. We demonstrate
the utility of this collection for understanding secondary-metabolite biosynthetic potential and for
resolving thousands of new host linkages to uncultivated viruses. This resource underscores the value
of genome-centric approaches for revealing genomic properties of uncultivated microorganisms that
affect ecosystem processes.
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A comprehensive library of human transcription factors for cell fate engineering

A library of human transcription factor genes is screened for differentiation of human pluripotent stem
cells.
Alex H. M. Ng, Parastoo Khoshakhlagh & George M. Church
Nature Communications
https://www.nature.com/subjects/health-sciences/ncomms
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Editorial | 15 April 2021
Gene therapy needs a long-term approach
Gene-therapy trials are on the rise, but more needs to be done to understand the long-term risks
associated with this type of treatment.

Comment | 05 April 2021

The need for a new strategy for Ebola vaccination
News of two new outbreaks of Ebola virus disease in the Democratic Republic of the Congo and
Republic of Guinea, on the backdrop of the COVID-19 pandemic, signals the need for a change of
direction in vaccination strategies in the area.
Daniel G. Bausch

Comment | 05 April 2021

How medical AI devices are evaluated: limitations and recommendations from an analysis
of FDA approvals
A comprehensive overview of medical AI devices approved by the US Food and Drug Administration
sheds new light on limitations of the evaluation process that can mask vulnerabilities of devices when
they are deployed on patients.
Eric Wu, Kevin Wu & James Zou

Review Article | 12 April 2021

Vaccine development for emerging infectious diseases

Examination of the vaccine strategies and technical platforms used for the COVID-19 pandemic in the
context of those used for previous emerging and reemerging infectious diseases and pandemics can
offer critical lessons to prepare for future public health emergencies.
Jean-Louis Excler, Melanie Saville & Jerome H. Kim
Nature Reviews Genetics
Volume 22 Issue 4, April 2021
https://www.nature.com/nrg/volumes/22/issues/4
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Original Articles

BNT162b2 mRNA Covid-19 Vaccine in a Nationwide Mass Vaccination Setting
Noa Dagan, M.D., et a.

Abstract

Background
As mass vaccination campaigns against coronavirus disease 2019 (Covid-19) commence worldwide,
vaccine effectiveness needs to be assessed for a range of outcomes across diverse populations in a
noncontrolled setting. In this study, data from Israel’s largest health care organization were used to
evaluate the effectiveness of the BNT162b2 mRNA vaccine.
Methods
All persons who were newly vaccinated during the period from December 20, 2020, to February 1,
2021, were matched to unvaccinated controls in a 1:1 ratio according to demographic and clinical
characteristics. Study outcomes included documented infection with the severe acute respiratory
syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2), symptomatic Covid-19, Covid-19–related hospitalization, severe
illness, and death. We estimated vaccine effectiveness for each outcome as one minus the risk ratio,
using the Kaplan–Meier estimator.
Results
Each study group included 596,618 persons. Estimated vaccine effectiveness for the study outcomes at
days 14 through 20 after the first dose and at 7 or more days after the second dose was as follows: for
documented infection, 46% (95% confidence interval [CI], 40 to 51) and 92% (95% CI, 88 to 95); for
symptomatic Covid-19, 57% (95% CI, 50 to 63) and 94% (95% CI, 87 to 98); for hospitalization, 74%

(95% CI, 56 to 86) and 87% (95% CI, 55 to 100); and for severe disease, 62% (95% CI, 39 to 80)
and 92% (95% CI, 75 to 100), respectively. Estimated effectiveness in preventing death from Covid-19
was 72% (95% CI, 19 to 100) for days 14 through 20 after the first dose. Estimated effectiveness in
specific subpopulations assessed for documented infection and symptomatic Covid-19 was consistent
across age groups, with potentially slightly lower effectiveness in persons with multiple coexisting
conditions.
Conclusions
This study in a nationwide mass vaccination setting suggests that the BNT162b2 mRNA vaccine is
effective for a wide range of Covid-19–related outcomes, a finding consistent with that of the
randomized trial.
Nonprofit and Voluntary Sector Quarterly
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Vaccination coverage estimation in Mexico in children under five years old: Trends and
associated factors
Maria Jesus Rios-Blancas, Hector Lamadrid-Figueroa, Miguel Betancourt-Cravioto, Rafael Lozano
Research Article | published 16 Apr 2021 PLOS ONE
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0250172
COVID-19 and vaccine hesitancy: A longitudinal study
Ariel Fridman, Rachel Gershon, Ayelet Gneezy
Research Article | published 16 Apr 2021 PLOS ONE
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0250123
Effects of engaging communities in decision-making and action through traditional and
religious leaders on vaccination coverage in Cross River State, Nigeria: A clusterrandomised control trial
Angela Oyo-Ita, Xavier Bosch-Capblanch, Amanda Ross, Afiong Oku, Ekpereonne Esu, Soter Ameh,
Olabisi Oduwole, Dachi Arikpo, Martin Meremikwu
Research Article | published 16 Apr 2021 PLOS ONE
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0248236
PNAS - Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States
of America
April 13, 2021; vol. 118 no. 15
https://www.pnas.org/content/118/15

Commentaries

Prioritizing COVID-19 vaccination by age
Marcia C. Castro and Burton Singer
PNAS April 13, 2021 118 (15) e2103700118; https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.2103700118

Arthur M. Sackler Colloquium on Advancing the Science and Practice of Science
Communication: Misinformation about Science in the Public Sphere
Introduction
Misinformation about science in the public sphere
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[Reviewed earlier]

Research Ethics
Volume 17 Issue 2, April 2021
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Original Article: Empirical

Moral injury and the need to carry out ethically responsible research
Victoria Williamson, Dominic Murphy, Carl Castro, Eric Vermetten, Rakesh Jetly, Neil Greenberg
First Published November 2, 2020; pp. 135–142

Reproductive Health
http://www.reproductive-health-journal.com/content
[Accessed 17 Apr 2021]
A review of the literature on sexual and reproductive health of African migrant and refugee
children

Migration and involuntary displacement of children and young people have recently become common
features of many African countries due to widespread poverty, rapid urbanization, joblessness, and
instability th...
Authors: Stephen Owusu Kwankye, Solina Richter, Philomina Okeke-Ihejirika, Hayat Gomma, Pamela
Obegu and Bukola Salami
Citation: Reproductive Health 2021 18:81
Content type: Review
Published on: 17 April 2021
Revista Panamericana de Salud Pública/Pan American Journal of Public Health
(RPSP/PAJPH)
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Risk Analysis
Volume 41, Issue 4 Pages: 559-699 April 2021
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/15396924/current

Special Issue: Risk Assessment, Economic Evaluation, and Decisions
Perspectives

Introduction to Special Issue on Risk Assessment, Economic Evaluation, and Decisions
James K. Hammitt, Lisa A. Robinson

Abstract

Integrating risk assessment, economic evaluation, and uncertainty to inform policy decisions is a core
challenge to risk analysis. In September 2019, the Harvard Center for Risk Analysis, with support from
the Society for Risk Analysis Economics and Benefits Analysis Specialty Group and others, convened a
workshop to address this issue. The workshop built in part on the recommendations of the 2009
National Research Council report, Science and Decisions: Advancing Risk Assessment. It honored John
S. Evans, whose thoughtful and innovative teaching and scholarship have significantly advanced
thinking on these issues. This special issue features a profile of Dr. Evans and nine articles that build
on work presented at the workshop.
Risk Management and Healthcare Policy
https://www.dovepress.com/risk-management-and-healthcare-policy-archive56
[Accessed 17 Apr 2021]
[Reviewed earlier]
Science
16 April 2021 Vol 372, Issue 6539

http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl

Feature

The dream vaccine
By Jon Cohen
Science16 Apr 2021 : 227-231 Restricted Access
Why stop at just SARS-CoV-2? Vaccines in development aim to protect against many coronaviruses at
once
Science Translational Medicine
14 April 2021 Vol 13, Issue 589
https://stm.sciencemag.org/
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Social Science & Medicine
Volume 274 April 2021
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/social-science-and-medicine/vol/274/suppl/C

Review article Abstract only

Impact of public health programs on maternal and child health services and health
outcomes in India: A systematic review
Abinash Singh, Sukumar Vellakkal
Article 113795
Stability: International Journal of Security & Development
http://www.stabilityjournal.org/articles
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Stanford Social Innovation Review
Winter 2021 Volume 19, Number 1
https://ssir.org/issue/winter_2021#
Read about how workers are using digital tools and online engagement during the COVID-19
pandemic to achieve real benefits, how win-win strategies promoted by academics and business
leaders are unproven and counterproductive, how human-centered design for social innovation has
become more collaborative and focused on systems change, how employees are fighting to make their
companies better corporate citizens, and other topics in the Winter 2021 issue of Stanford Social
Innovation Review.
Systematic Reviews
https://systematicreviewsjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles
[Accessed 17 Apr 2021]
https://stm.sciencemag.org/

Protocol

The REPRISE project: protocol for an evaluation of REProducibility and Replicability In
Syntheses of Evidence

Investigations of transparency, reproducibility and replicability in science have been directed largely at
individual studies. It is just as critical to explore these issues in syntheses of studies, such as sy...
Authors: Matthew J. Page, David Moher, Fiona M. Fidler, Julian P. T. Higgins, Sue E. Brennan, Neal R.
Haddaway, Daniel G. Hamilton, Raju Kanukula, Sathya Karunananthan, Lara J. Maxwell, Steve
McDonald, Shinichi Nakagawa, David Nunan, Peter Tugwell, Vivian A. Welch and Joanne E. McKenzie
Citation: Systematic Reviews 2021 10:112
Content type: Protocol
Published on: 16 April 2021
Theoretical Medicine and Bioethics
Volume 41, issue 5-6, December 2020
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Torture Journal
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https://irct.org/publications/torture-journal/147
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Trauma, Violence, & Abuse
Volume 22 Issue 2, April 2021
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/tvaa/current
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Travel Medicine and Infectious Diseases
Volume 40 March–April 2021
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/travel-medicine-and-infectious-disease/vol/40/suppl/C
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Tropical Medicine & International Health
Volume 26, Issue 4 Pages: i-iv, 385-502 April 2021
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Articles

Reflections on the 75th Anniversary of the International Court of Justice
Joan E. Donoghue

While there are many aspects of international law on which jurists of all stripes can be expected to
agree, we must acknowledge that there is no single, homogenized answer to many legal questions that
arise in international disputes.
16 April 2021
Vulnerable Children and Youth Studies

An International Interdisciplinary Journal for Research, Policy and Care
Volume 16, Issue 1, 2021
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rvch20/current
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World Development
Volume 141 May 2021
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World Heritage Review
n°96 - December 2020
http://whc.unesco.org/e n/review/96/

Current Issue

World Heritage and Biodiversity
These articles were prepared in anticipation of the UN Biodiversity Conference (COP 15) originally
planned for October 2020 in Kunming, China, and the designation of a “biodiversity super year”. Many
far-reaching decisions concerning the preservation of biodiversity were meant to be taken in 2020. But
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, a number of international meetings including COP 15 could not take
place and have been postponed.
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