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:: Week in Review  
A highly selective capture of strategic developments, research, commentary, analysis and 
announcements spanning Human Rights Action, Humanitarian Response, Health, Education, Holistic 
Development, Heritage Stewardship, Sustainable Resilience. Achieving a balance across these broad 
themes is a challenge and we appreciate your observations and ideas in this regard. This is not 
intended to be a "news and events" digest. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Children’s Rights – Digital Environment 
 
General Comment on children’s rights in relation to the digital environment 
COMMITTEE ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD 
March 2, 2021 :: 20 pages 
Overview 
   At its 86th session, the Committee on the Rights of the Child adopted its general comment No. 25 
(2021) on children's rights in relation to the digital environment. A terminology glossary, explanatory 
note and child-friendly version are also available. 
   In March 2019, the Committee invited all interested parties to comment on the concept note of the 
general comment, and received 136 submissions on the concept note. In parallel, 709 children and 
young people in 28 countries were consulted. 
   In August 2020, the Committee invited all interested parties to comment on its draft general 
comment, and received 142 submissions from States, regional organisations, United Nations agencies, 
national human rights institutions and Children's Commissioners, children's and adolescent groups, civil 
society organisations, academics, the private sector, and other entities and individuals.  
 
General Comments [Selected Excerpts] 
I. Introduction  
1. The children consulted for the present general comment reported that digital technologies were vital 
to their current lives and to their future: “By the means of digital technology, we can get information 
from all around the world”; “[Digital technology] introduced me to major aspects of how I identify 
myself”; “When you are sad, the Internet can help you [to] see something that brings you joy”.1  
 
2. The digital environment is constantly evolving and expanding, encompassing 
information and communications technologies, including digital networks, content, 
services and applications, connected devices and environments, virtual and augmented 
reality, artificial intelligence, robotics, automated systems, algorithms and data analytics, 
biometrics and implant technology.2  
 
3. The digital environment is becoming increasingly important across most aspects of 
children’s lives, including during times of crisis, as societal functions, including education, 
government services and commerce, progressively come to rely upon digital technologies. 
It affords new opportunities for the realization of children’s rights, but also poses the risks of their 
violation or abuse. During consultations, children expressed the view that the digital environment 
should support, promote and protect their safe and equitable engagement: “We would like the 
government, technology companies and teachers to help us [to] manage untrustworthy information 

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/GCChildrensRightsRelationDigitalEnvironment.aspx
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CRC/C/GC/25&Lang=en
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CRC/C/GC/25&Lang=en
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=INT/CRC/INF/9314&Lang=en
https://5rightsfoundation.com/uploads/ExplanatoryNotes_UNCRCGC25.pdf
https://5rightsfoundation.com/uploads/ExplanatoryNotes_UNCRCGC25.pdf
https://5rightsfoundation.com/In_Our_Own_Words_Young_Peoples_Version_Online.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/Submissions_Concept_GC_Digital_Environment.aspx
https://5rightsfoundation.com/uploads/Our%20Rights%20in%20a%20digital%20world.pdf
https://5rightsfoundation.com/uploads/Our%20Rights%20in%20a%20digital%20world.pdf


   

  

online.”; “I would like to obtain clarity about what really happens with my data … Why collect it? How 
is it being collected?”; “I am … worried about my data being shared”.3  
 
4. The rights of every child must be respected, protected and fulfilled in the digital environment. 
Innovations in digital technologies affect children’s lives and their rights in ways that are wide-ranging 
and interdependent, even where children do not themselves access the Internet. Meaningful access to 
digital technologies can support children to realize the full range of their civil, political, cultural, 
economic and social rights. However, if digital inclusion is not achieved, existing inequalities are likely 
to increase, and new ones may arise… 
 
II. Objective  
7. In the present general comment, the Committee explains how States parties should implement the 
Convention in relation to the digital environment and provides guidance on relevant legislative, policy 
and other measures to ensure full compliance with their obligations under the Convention and the 
Optional Protocols thereto in the light of the opportunities, risks and challenges in promoting, 
respecting, protecting and fulfilling all children’s rights in the digital environment… 
 
IV. Evolving capacities  
19. States parties should respect the evolving capacities of the child as an enabling principle that 
addresses the process of their gradual acquisition of competencies, understanding and agency.9 That 
process has particular significance in the digital environment, where children can engage more 
independently from supervision by parents and caregivers. The risks and opportunities associated with 
children’s engagement in the digital environment change depending on their age and stage of 
development. They should be guided by those considerations whenever they are designing measures 
to protect children in, or facilitate their access to, that environment. The design of age-appropriate 
measures should be informed by the best and most up-to-date research available, from a range of 
disciplines.  
 
20. States parties should take into account the changing position of children and their agency in the 
modern world, children’s competence and understanding, which develop unevenly across areas of skill 
and activity, and the diverse nature of the risks involved. Those considerations must be balanced with 
the importance of exercising their rights in supported environments and the range of individual 
experiences and circumstances.10 States parties should ensure that digital service providers 
offer services that are appropriate for children’s evolving capacities.  
 
21. In accordance with States’ duty to render appropriate assistance to parents and caregivers in the 
performance of their child-rearing responsibilities, States parties should promote awareness among 
parents and caregivers of the need to respect children’s evolving autonomy, capacities and privacy. 
They should support parents and caregivers in acquiring digital literacy and awareness of 
the risks to children in order to help them to assist children in the realization of their 
rights, including to protection, in relation to the digital environment… 
 
9 General comment No. 7 (2005), para. 17; and general comment No. 20 (2016), paras. 18 and 20.  
10 General comment No. 20 (2016), para. 20.  
11 General comment No. 5 (2003), para. 45; general comment No. 14 (2013), para. 99; and general comment No. 16 (2013), 
paras. 78–81.   

 
:::::: 
:::::: 



   

  

 
 
Development 
 
Data for Better Lives – Worlds Development Report 2021 
A World Bank Group Flagship Report 
2021 :: 350 pages 
PDF: https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/35218/9781464816000.pdf 
 
World Bank Group President David Malpass: Foreword to the World Development Report 2021: Data 
for Better Lives 
Data governance is the subject of intense debate in advanced economies and increasingly among large 
emerging markets. And yet many complex policy questions remain unanswered. In response, World 
Development Report 2021: Data for Better Lives surveys the emerging landscape and 
provides policy makers with a framework for thinking through the issues, opportunities, 
and trade-offs. One thing is clear: the perspective of lower-income countries has so far been largely 
absent from these global debates and urgently needs to be heard. 
 
Data are a double-edged sword. On the one hand, they offer tremendous potential to create value by 
improving programs and policies, driving economies, and empowering citizens. On the other hand, data 
accumulation can lead to a concentration of economic and political power, raising the possibility that 
data may be misused in ways that harm citizens. Data are a resource that can be used and reused 
repeatedly to create more and more value, but there is a problem—the more data are reused, the 
higher is the risk of abuse. 
 
It is hard to imagine a more dramatic example of these opportunities and tensions than 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Countries around the world have moved swiftly to repurpose mobile 
phone records to monitor the spread of the virus. But at the same time they have struggled to balance 
this benefit against privacy concerns and the risk of misuse. 
 
Beyond pandemic times, the statistical capacity to produce and effectively use core economic and 
social data is limited. Many poor countries are unable to accurately track public finances, report on 
external debt, or monitor their development goals. Without such data, the ability to hold governments 
accountable and track progress withers. 
 
Data governance arrangements to facilitate greater use of data while safeguarding against 
misuse remain in their infancy. The legal and regulatory frameworks for data are inadequate in 
lower-income countries, which all too often have gaps in critical safeguards as well as shortages of 
data-sharing measures. There, the data systems and infrastructure that enable interoperability and 
allow data to flow to more users are incomplete; less than 20 percent of low- and middle-income 
countries have modern data infrastructure such as colocation data centers and direct access to cloud 
computing facilities. Even where nascent data systems and governance frameworks exist, a lack of 
institutions with the requisite administrative capacity, decision-making autonomy, and financial 
resources holds back their effective implementation and enforcement. 
 
To address these concerns, World Development Report 2021 calls for a new social contract 
for data—one that enables the use and reuse of data to create economic and social value, 
promotes equitable opportunities to benefit from data, and fosters citizens’ trust that they 

https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2021/03/24/stronger-data-systems-needed-to-fight-poverty
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/35218/9781464816000.pdf
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/statement/2021/03/24/world-bank-group-president-david-malpass-foreword-to-the-world-development-report-2021-data-for-better-lives
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/statement/2021/03/24/world-bank-group-president-david-malpass-foreword-to-the-world-development-report-2021-data-for-better-lives


   

  

will not be harmed by misuse of the data they provide. However, in seeking such a social 
contract, lower income countries are too often disadvantaged because they lack the infrastructure and 
skills to capture data and turn them into value; the scale and agency to participate equitably in global 
data markets and their governance; and the institutional and regulatory frameworks to create trust in 
data systems. 
 
Forging a new social contract for data is a pressing domestic policy priority that will 
require strengthening national data systems and engaging all stakeholders at the national 
level. Because of the global scale of data, some of the most challenging aspects of the social contract 
also call for closer international cooperation to harmonize regulations and coordinate policies—
bilaterally, regionally, and globally. Critical areas for international engagement include reform of 
international taxation rights for data-driven businesses, World Trade Organization arrangements for 
trade in data-enabled services, regional collaboration on the development of data infrastructure, 
international harmonization of technical standards to support interoperability, and bilateral collaboration 
on law enforcement and antitrust regulation... 
 
Realizing the full value of data will depend on a substantial commitment and effort, and it will be 
difficult. But the cost of failure is a world of missed opportunities and greater inequities. 
David R. Malpass 
President, The World Bank Group 
 

 
 



   

  

:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Integrity – Elections, Human Rights, Economic Recovery 
 
Organization of American States [OAS] and Facebook to Cooperate on Electoral Integrity, 
Human Rights and Economic Recovery, among other areas 
March 22, 2021 
The Organization of American States (OAS) and Facebook signed a cooperation agreement to work on 
initiatives in several areas, including electoral integrity, human rights and economic development in the 
Americas… 
 
The agreement provides for the development and implementation of joint research projects, training 
programs, and dissemination of studies in areas of mutual interest. The joint initiative seeks to 
continue improving responses to issues such as disinformation, electoral integrity, freedom of 
expression or the protection of human rights defenders, in pursuit of having an increasingly plural 
online and offline debate…. 
 
Facebook's Vice President of Global Affairs and Communication Nick Clegg added that the company 
has created teams and systems to protect the integrity of elections on its platforms at key 
moments for democracy. Since 2017, he said, Facebook has worked on more than 200 
elections around the world, many of them in Latin America… 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
FCV Settings – Quality of Care 
 
WHO – Quality of care in fragile, conflict-affected and vulnerable settings  
Fragile, conflict-affected and vulnerable (FCV) settings is a broad term describing a range of situations 
including humanitarian crises, protracted emergencies and armed conflicts. In FCV settings delivery of 
quality health services faces significant challenges, including disruption of routine health service 
organization and delivery systems, increased health needs, complex and unpredictable resourcing 
issues, and vulnerability to multiple public health crises. Despite the difficulty of addressing quality in 
FCV settings, the need is acute, given the significant health needs of the populations in such 
environments and the increasing numbers of people for whom FCV settings are home.   
 
WHO is working with Member States, the Global Health Cluster, and technical and academic partners to 
support action to address quality in FCV settings. Building on the foundations of the WHO National 
quality policy and strategy initiative, WHO has developed a technical document, “Quality of care in 
fragile, conflict-affected and vulnerable settings: taking action”. The document outlines a practical 
approach to action planning and implementation of quality interventions in FCV settings and is 
accompanied by a curated compendium of tools. 
 
 
Introducing the WHO technical package on quality of care in fragile, conflict-affected and 
vulnerable settings 
24 March 2021  

https://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=E-026/21
https://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=E-026/21
https://www.who.int/teams/integrated-health-services/quality-health-services/quality-of-care-in-fragile-conflict-affected-and-vulnerable-settings
https://www.who.int/publications-detail-redirect/9789240015203
https://www.who.int/publications-detail-redirect/9789240015203
https://www.who.int/publications-detail-redirect/9789240018006
https://www.who.int/news/item/24-03-2021-introducing-the-who-technical-package-on-quality-of-care-in-fragile-conflict-affected-and-vulnerable-settings
https://www.who.int/news/item/24-03-2021-introducing-the-who-technical-package-on-quality-of-care-in-fragile-conflict-affected-and-vulnerable-settings


   

  

The World Health Organization is calling for action to address quality of care in fragile, conflict-affected 
and vulnerable (FCV) settings, with the release of a technical package on this subject. On 16 March 
2021, WHO hosted a global webinar to introduce the content of the technical package and consider 
how it can be applied by a range of stakeholders to drive action. A recording of the webinar is available 
here. 
 
The challenge of quality in FCV settings 
In FCV settings, where nearly a quarter of the world’s population lives, there are many challenges to 
the delivery of quality health services, such as damaged infrastructure and systems, insufficient 
numbers of trained health workers, and increased health needs. FCV settings include a range of 
situations such as humanitarian crises, protracted emergencies and armed conflicts. Poor quality care 
accounts for an estimated 15% of all deaths in low- and middle-income countries  [1]; this is likely to 
be worse in FCV settings. Estimates indicate 60% of preventable maternal deaths, 53% of deaths in 
children under 5, and 45% of neonatal deaths take place in fragile settings where political conflict, 
displacement and natural disasters prevail  [2]. As WHO Director-General Dr Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus said, “for our sisters and brothers already facing such extreme adversity, the cost of 
inaction on quality of care is needless human suffering and lives lost. This is a preventable tragedy”. 
 
WHO’s response 
WHO has responded to this need through development of this technical package. The package is the 
product of a two-year collaboration between WHO HQ, WHO EMRO and the University of North 
Carolina and has undergone wide consultation. It consists of a document outlining a flexible approach 
to taking action on quality of care in FCV settings and an accompanying tools and resources 
compendium.  
 
Dr Tedros issued a call to the global community in his remarks, highlighting that “the challenge now is 
to put these tools into action, to work together and learn together, and to proceed with compassion 
and conviction in our shared mission to achieve universal health coverage”. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Heritage Stewardship 
 
ICC: The Office of the Prosecutor publishes Draft Policy on Cultural Heritage for 
consultation  
Press Release : 23 March 2021 
   Today, 23 March 2021, the Office of the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court ("ICC" or the 
"Court''), published a draft Policy on Cultural Heritage for consultation and comments by States Parties 
to the Rome Statute, civil society, and the wider community of stakeholders. 
   The development of this Policy is in line with the Office of the Prosecutor's Strategic Plan to pay 
particular attention to crimes against and affecting cultural heritage and the commitment of the Office 
to systematically investigate and prosecute such crimes. "Cultural heritage is the embodiment of the 
continuity of the human story, a celebration of identity, our commonality and the richness of our 
diversity.  We all have a duty to protect cultural heritage," stated Prosecutor Fatou Bensouda in 
contextualising this policy initiative. The draft Policy on Cultural Heritage is the manifestation of these 
commitments within the framework of the Rome Statute. 

https://www.who.int/teams/integrated-health-services/quality-health-services/quality-of-care-in-fragile-conflict-affected-and-vulnerable-settings
https://www.who.int/news-room/events/detail/2021/03/16/default-calendar/introducing-the-who-technical-package-on-quality-of-care-in-fragile-conflict-affected-and-vulnerable-settings
https://www.who.int/publications-detail-redirect/9789240015203
https://www.who.int/publications-detail-redirect/9789240015203
https://www.who.int/publications-detail-redirect/9789240018006
https://www.who.int/publications-detail-redirect/9789240018006
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=pr1579
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=pr1579
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=2021-03-22-otp-draft-policy-cultural-heritage
https://www.icc-cpi.int/itemsDocuments/20190726-strategic-plan-eng.pdf


   

  

   The Office therefore welcomes and encourages comments on the draft Policy. Comments 
can be sent to: OTPLegalAdvisorySection@icc-cpi.int, by Friday, 16 April 2021, midnight 
(CET). All input received by this deadline will be carefully considered in the internal review 
and revision process. 
 
:::::: 
 
Draft Policy on Cultural Heritage 
The Office of the Prosecutor – International Criminal Court (ICC)   
22 March 2021 :: 43 pages 
PDF: https://www.icc-cpi.int/itemsDocuments/2021-03-22-otp-draft-policy-cultural-heritage-eng.pdf 
Executive Summary [excerpts] 
2. The concern for the protection of cultural heritage expressed in these and other international 
instruments has proven well-founded: crimes against and affecting cultural heritage are a 
pervasive feature of the atrocities within the Court’s jurisdiction. Wilful attacks on cultural 
heritage constitute a centuries-old practice that remains a feature of modern conflict. 
Recent examples include: the targeting of historical monuments in Syria and Iraq, in particular those 
with strong symbolic and inter-religious meaning; attacks directed against Mausoleums of saints and 
Mosques of Timbuktu in Mali, and the destruction at the alleged hands of the Da’esh (ISIS) of two 
cultural sites on the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (“UNESCO”)’s 
tentative list (the Assyrian capital cities of Nimrud and Nineveh), drew global attention to cultural 
heritage crimes.7 Additionally, the destruction of the ancient Roman city of Palmyra, and its 
surrounding areas bore all hallmarks of repugnancy to the human conscience… 
 
5. The Office seeks to address alleged crimes against or affecting cultural heritage in all 
stages of its work: preliminary examination, investigation, prosecution, and—when so invited—
reparations. Wherever evidence permits, the Office will seek to include charges for crimes directed at 
cultural heritage, and will seek also to pursue and highlight evidence in situations affecting cultural 
heritage… 
 
15. Specifically in this context, the Office broadly construes the term ‘cultural heritage’, to 
extend beyond cultural property and incorporate both a products and processes. It 
denotes a community’s sense of identity and belonging, and involves cultural resources, in 
both their tangible and intangible forms. Cultural heritage refers not only to physical forms of 
heritage, such as material objects and artefacts (including digital artefacts), but also to the practices 
and attributes of a group or society, that are inherited from past generations, maintained in the 
present, and bestowed upon future generations for benefit and continuity.  
 
16. In particular, therefore, the Office will understand cultural heritage potentially to include 
monuments (such as architectural works, works of monumental sculpture and painting, elements or 
structures of an archaeological nature, inscriptions, cave dwellings, and other combinations of features 
of cultural value); buildings or groups of buildings (which, because of their architecture, homogeneity 
or place in the landscape, are of cultural value); sites (human works), moveable objects (such as works 
of art, sculpture, collections, or other moveable property of cultural value), intangible cultural heritage 
(such as the practices, representations, expressions, knowledge, and skills that communities, groups, 
and in some cases individuals, recognise as part of their cultural heritage, together with the 
instruments, objects, artefacts, and cultural spaces associated therewith); and natural heritage (natural 
sites of cultural value, including certain landscapes or physical, biological, or geological formations).  

mailto:OTPLegalAdvisorySection@icc-cpi.int
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=2021-03-22-otp-draft-policy-cultural-heritage
https://www.icc-cpi.int/itemsDocuments/2021-03-22-otp-draft-policy-cultural-heritage-eng.pdf


   

  

 
17. The Office further views cultural heritage as the bedrock of cultural identity and 
endorses the understanding that crimes committed against cultural heritage constitute, 
first and foremost, an attack on a particular group’s identity and practices, but in addition, 
an attack on an essential interest of all humankind and the entire international community.8 Crimes 
against or affecting cultural heritage often touch upon the very notion of what it means to be human, 
sometimes eroding entire swaths of human history, ingenuity, and artistic creation.  
 
18…The Office emphasises that it can only address harm to cultural heritage insofar as it constitutes or 
is relevant to crimes within the Court’s jurisdiction, notwithstanding other existing international 
obligations related to cultural heritage.  
 
Objectives of the Policy  
19. This Policy is intended to enhance the protection of cultural heritage by the Office, both through its 
publication and implementation in the Office’s activities, and, as appropriate, by raising awareness on 
these issues with external partners, and by fully exercising its centrality to the community of practice 
dedicated to the protection of cultural heritage. Furthermore, the Office stresses that the Court’s 
activities concerning cultural heritage must be exercised in a manner that comports with international 
law, human rights law and which is in conformity with article 21, including paragraph (3), of the 
Statute specifically.  
 
20. The main objectives of this Policy are to:  
(i) provide clarity and guidance to OTP staff in the application and interpretation of the Statute and the 
Rules of Procedure and Evidence (“RPE” or “Rules”), at all stages of the Office’s work, in order to 
effectively investigate and prosecute crimes against or affecting cultural heritage;  
(ii) help strengthen the protection and the prevention of harm to cultural heritage;  
(iii) promote the work of, and to support partners, including States, with the view to creating networks 
and synergies to coordinate efforts to protect cultural heritage, and to prevent and prosecute related 
crimes globally;  
(iv) contribute, through its implementation, to the ongoing development of international jurisprudence 
regarding crimes against or affecting cultural heritage; and  
(v) raise awareness regarding the importance of the protection of cultural heritage, including to 
support genuine national proceedings…. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Ford Foundation Supports Launch of First Global Fund Addressing Key Issues Facing Black 
Women 
:: The Black Feminist Fund is launching with $15 million in seed funding from the Ford Foundation 
:: First global fund focused on significantly increasing funds for Black feminist organizations across 
Africa, Europe, and the Americas  
New York, NY (March, 25, 2021) -- Today, the Ford Foundation announced its commitment of $15 
million in seed funding to help launch the Black Feminist Fund, a new philanthropic fund developed and 
led by a core group of Black feminists who sit at the nexus of feminist organizing, advocacy, and 
philanthropy globally. Ford’s initial investment will be vital to help jumpstart the fund’s work to create a 
network of support around key issues that impact Black women around the globe. 
 

https://www.fordfoundation.org/the-latest/news/ford-foundation-supports-launch-of-first-global-fund-addressing-key-issues-facing-black-women/
https://www.fordfoundation.org/the-latest/news/ford-foundation-supports-launch-of-first-global-fund-addressing-key-issues-facing-black-women/


   

  

The Ford Foundation’s $15 million seed investment is from the proceeds of the foundation’s 
unprecedented social bond launched in 2020 in response to the pandemic. The new funding to the 
Black Feminist Fund is in addition to Ford’s ongoing support for organizations working to advance racial 
and gender equality around the world. The foundation’s increased commitment recognizes that Black 
women have been disproportionately affected by the pandemic. 
 
“All around the world we’re seeing that women—specifically women of color—are bearing the brunt of 
the pandemic and its domino effect of consequences. We also recognize that the very same women 
who are the most impacted are the ones leading transformative movements that create positive 
change in our communities,” said Ford Foundation president Darren Walker. “We are proud to support 
the incredible leaders behind the Black Feminist Fund as they launch this one of a kind venture and 
urge others to join us… 
 
The Black Feminist Fund is led by an international group of feminists with extensive experience working 
with a wide range of intersecting issues: 
:: Hakima Abbas, Black Feminist Fund co-founder 
:: Tynesha McHarris, Black Feminist Fund co-founder 
:: Amina Doherty, Black Feminist Fund co-founder 
 
As of today, their inaugural board members and co-designers of the Fund include: 
:: Yannia Sofía Garzón Valencia, (Colombia) 
:: Sharlen Sezestre, (Martinique) 
:: Sibongile Ndashe, (South Africa) 
:: Gay McDougall (USA) 
 
For more information on the fund, please see the website. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Coronavirus [COVID-19] - WHO 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019  
 
 

Weekly Epidemiological and Operational updates  
Last update: 23 January 2021 
Confirmed cases ::   125 781 957   [week ago:  121 969 223]   [two weeks ago: 118 754 336]    
Confirmed deaths ::    2 759 432    [week ago:     2 694 094]   [two weeks ago:    2 634 370]    
Countries, areas or territories with cases :: 223 
 
:::::: 
 
Weekly operational update on COVID-19 - 22 March 2021  
Overview  
   In this edition of the Weekly Operational Update on COVID-19, highlights of country-level actions and 
WHO support to Member States include: 
:: Calls for maintaining essential health services amid disruptions from COVID-19 pandemic 
:: The role of traditional leaders for community-based interventions against COVID-19 

https://www.blackfeministfund.org/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-operational-update-on-covid-19---22-march--2021


   

  

:: The 1-year anniversary of Partners Platform and the COVID-19 Publication Review Committee  
:: Support in minimizing risks from mass gatherings, preparing and supporting a COVID-19 vaccine 
campaign and support to virology laboratories 
:: The Strategic Preparedness and Response Plan (SPRP) 2021 Operational Planning Guidelines, 
resource requirements and progress made to continue investing in the COVID-19 response and for 
building the architecture to prepare for, prevent and mitigate future health emergencies is included. 
:: Updates on WHO/PAHO procured items, participation in the Unity Studies, and select indicators from 
the COVID-19 Monitoring and Evaluation Framework 
 
 
Weekly epidemiological update on COVID-19 - 23 March 2021  
Overview  
Globally, COVID-19 confirmed cases continued to rise for a fourth consecutive week, with just under 
3.3 million new cases reported in the last week . Concurrently, the number of new deaths reported 
plateaued after a six week decrease, with just over 60 000 new deaths reported. A marked increase in 
the number of new cases was reported from the South East Asia, Western Pacific, European and 
Eastern Mediterranean regions, all of which are on an upward trajectory in recent weeks. The European 
Region and the Region of the Americas continue to account for nearly 80% of all the cases and deaths. 
  
In this edition, special focus updates are provided on: 
:: Release of the WHO COVID-19 Detailed Surveillance Dashboard  
:: SARS-CoV-2 variants of concern 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
COVAX updates participants on delivery delays for vaccines from Serum Institute of India 
(SII) and AstraZeneca  
Statement    03/25/2021  
:: The COVAX Facility has notified participating economies that deliveries of doses from the 
Serum Institute of India (SII) will be delayed in March and April 
:: Delays in securing supplies of SII-produced COVID-19 vaccine doses are due to the increased 
demand for COVID-19 vaccines in India  
:: Separately, participating economies in the COVAX Facility that have been allocated doses from 
the AstraZeneca manufacturing network have been notified that some first deliveries 
anticipated in March will now take place in April  
 
 
Gavi Board approves COVAX Buffer for high-risk groups in humanitarian settings 
:: 5% of the total number of available doses procured through the COVAX Facility will be 
allocated to the COVAX Buffer 
:: The COVAX Buffer will ensure access to vaccines for populations in humanitarian settings 
:: José Manuel Barroso: “While the first resort in covering all high-risk groups, irrespective of their legal 
status, is including them in national vaccination plans, the COVAX Buffer will serve as a safety net to 
ensure these populations do not get left behind” 
23 March 2021  
 
 

https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-epidemiological-update---16-march-2021
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-epidemiological-update-on-covid-19---23-march-2021
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-epidemiological-update-on-covid-19---23-march-2021
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-epidemiological-update-on-covid-19---23-march-2021
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/covax-updates-participants-delivery-delays-vaccines-serum-institute-india-sii-and
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/covax-updates-participants-delivery-delays-vaccines-serum-institute-india-sii-and
https://www.gavi.org/news/media-room/gavi-board-approves-covax-buffer-high-risk-groups-humanitarian-settings


   

  

New Red Cross and Red Crescent plan to counter “deep and pervasive” inequities in 
pandemic response 
Geneva, 24 March 2021 (ICRC/IFRC) – The International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement has 
today launched a new plan that aims to tackle “deep and pervasive” inequities in the global response to 
the COVID-19 pandemic… 
 
The new Red Cross and Red Crescent analysis released today shows that, although present in all 
countries, these inequities have been particularly pronounced and damaging for people living in 
countries affected by humanitarian crises.  
 
According to this analysis: 
:: Countries that are not dealing with humanitarian crises have reported carrying out 
nearly 48 times more COVID-19 tests per capita than countries facing “severe” or “very 
severe” humanitarian crises. 
 
:: People living in countries facing either no humanitarian crisis or crises that are 
considered “low” in severity are more than three times as likely to be supported with 
contact tracing for COVID-19. 
 
:: Less than 2 per cent of COVID-19 vaccine doses globally have reportedly been 
administered in the 32 countries currently facing “severe” or “very severe” humanitarian 
crises. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
COVID Vaccination: Incentives/Mandates/Certificates/Passports 
 
WHO – Call for public comments: Interim guidance for developing a Smart Vaccination 
Certificate – Release Candidate 1 
19 March 2021   Call for consultation 
Interim Guidance pdf: https://cdn.who.int/media/docs/default-source/documents/interim-guidance-
svc_20210319_final.pdf?sfvrsn=b95db77d_11&download=true 

 
In response to the Statement on the sixth meeting of the International Health Regulations (2005) 
Emergency Committee regarding the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic, and the need for 
WHO to support Member States to deliver COVID-19 vaccines, at scale, with digital tools, WHO has 
developed this guidance and technical specifications document, in collaboration with a multi-disciplinary 
group of experts. The Guidance aims to support WHO Member States in adopting 
interoperability standards for digital documentation of vaccination status (i.e. Smart 
Vaccination Certificates).   
 
It is critical to reiterate that the Smart Vaccination Certificate (SVC) is not intended to serve as an 
“immunity passport”. Furthermore, as per the “Interim position paper: considerations regarding proof 
of COVID-19 vaccination for international travellers”, currently, proof of COVID-19 vaccination is 
not recommended as a condition of departure or entry for international travel. Countries are 
advised to take a risk-based approach to international travel in the context of COVID-19. Additionally, 
along with the digital implementation of SVCs, it is recommended that the COVID-19 vaccination status 

https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/new-red-cross-red-crescent-plan-counter-deep-pervasive-inequities-pandemic-response/
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/new-red-cross-red-crescent-plan-counter-deep-pervasive-inequities-pandemic-response/
https://www.who.int/news-room/articles-detail/call-for-public-comments-interim-guidance-for-developing-a-smart-vaccination-certificate-release-candidate-1
https://www.who.int/news-room/articles-detail/call-for-public-comments-interim-guidance-for-developing-a-smart-vaccination-certificate-release-candidate-1
https://cdn.who.int/media/docs/default-source/documents/interim-guidance-svc_20210319_final.pdf?sfvrsn=b95db77d_11&download=true
https://cdn.who.int/media/docs/default-source/documents/interim-guidance-svc_20210319_final.pdf?sfvrsn=b95db77d_11&download=true
https://www.who.int/news/item/15-01-2021-statement-on-the-sixth-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)-emergency-committee-regarding-the-coronavirus-disease-(covid-19)-pandemic
https://www.who.int/news/item/15-01-2021-statement-on-the-sixth-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)-emergency-committee-regarding-the-coronavirus-disease-(covid-19)-pandemic
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/immunity-passports-in-the-context-of-covid-19
https://www.who.int/news-room/articles-detail/interim-position-paper-considerations-regarding-proof-of-covid-19-vaccination-for-international-travellers
https://www.who.int/news-room/articles-detail/interim-position-paper-considerations-regarding-proof-of-covid-19-vaccination-for-international-travellers
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-Risk-based-international-travel-2020.1


   

  

should still be recorded through the paper-based International Certificate for Vaccination, and 
Prophylaxis based on the model presented in Annex 6 of the IHR… 
 
As part of the public consultation, you can provide constructive feedback on this document by 
12 April 2021. Please use the link to the feedback form to provide your comments. For any additional 
inquiries, please contact smartvaccination@who.int. 
 
:::::: 
 
Joint Statement on prioritization of COVID-19 vaccination for seafarers and aircrew 
By International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO), International Labour Organization (ILO), 
International Maritime Organization (IMO), International Organization for Migration (IOM) and World 
Health Organization (WHO) 
25 March 2021   Statement 
   …More than 80% of global trade by volume is moved by maritime transport. The global economy 
depends on the world’s 2 million seafarers who operate the global fleet of merchant ships. Seafarers 
have been severely impacted by the travel restrictions imposed during the pandemic. As of January 
2021, it is estimated that some 400,000 seafarers are stranded on board commercial 
vessels, long past the expiry of their contracts and unable to be repatriated. A similar 
number of seafarers urgently need to join ships to replace them… 
 
With this statement, our organizations also call on governments to prioritize seafarers and 
aircrew in their national COVID-19 vaccination programmes, together with other essential 
workers…  
 
Our organizations fully support the timely development of an international harmonized 
framework for vaccination certificates, to facilitate international travel for seafarers and 
aircrew. We invite governments and other stakeholders to bring the contents of this joint statement to 
the attention of the competent authorities and all parties concerned… 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
COVID Pandemic – Freedom of Expression  
 
UNESCO & Columbia University collaborate on case law on freedom of expression in the 
context of COVID-19 
03/26/2021  
In partnership with UNESCO, Columbia University’s Global Freedom of Expression initiative published 
an online collection of case law related to COVID-19 from across the world, in English, French and 
Spanish. These decisions highlight the essential role of judicial actors in upholding the rule of law and 
human rights, especially in exceptional states of emergency. 
 
The global pandemic has required restrictions on certain freedoms to save lives, but some 
governments have used it as an excuse to enact repressive measures in the name of 
national security and public health. Columbia Global Freedom of Expression, in partnership 
with UNESCO, has been tracking how courts around the globe have responded to these 
measures. We were relieved to find that the news is not all bad and many Courts have pushed back 

https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789241580496
https://extranet.who.int/dataformv3/index.php/178134?lang=en
mailto:smartvaccination@who.int
https://www.who.int/news/item/25-03-2021-joint-statement-on-prioritization-of-covid-19-vaccination-for-seafarers-and-aircrew
https://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-columbia-university-collaborate-case-law-freedom-expression-context-covid-19
https://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-columbia-university-collaborate-case-law-freedom-expression-context-covid-19
https://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-columbia-university-collaborate-case-law-freedom-expression-context-covid-19
https://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-columbia-university-collaborate-case-law-freedom-expression-context-covid-19
https://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-columbia-university-collaborate-case-law-freedom-expression-context-covid-19
https://globalfreedomofexpression.columbia.edu/
https://globalfreedomofexpression.columbia.edu/updates/2021/03/jurisprudence-relating-to-covid-19/


   

  

against executive overreach, balanced competing rights, and upheld international standards to protect 
freedom of expression, access to information and privacy during the crisis. 
 
Hawley Johnson, Associate Director of Columbia Global Freedom of Expression, said, “The 15 legal 
rulings in this collection represent court decisions that protected, and in some cases, expanded 
freedom of expression while preserving public welfare during emergency health measures. Seminal 
court judgements among these have been translated into French and Spanish, covering themes 
ranging from public broadcasting, arbitrary arrests, disinformation and misinformation, and other 
restrictions related to the pandemic. 
 
Since the outbreak of the pandemic, UNESCO has issued guidelines for judges and courts 
to serve as references to apply theoretical frameworks of international standards to 
protect freedom of expression. The production of the guidelines followed a webinar series 
(available in English, French and Spanish) on legal challenges to freedom of expression in relation with 
the COVID-19 pandemic, organized in June 2020. 
 
Moreover, case analyses of 24 landmark rulings on freedom of expression issues from around the world 
have been translated from the English database into French, and published on the newly launched 
French webpage of the database. These court decisions pertain to the themes of freedom of 
expression, access to information and safety of journalists, intersecting with related issues such as 
digital rights, content regulation, censorship, hate speech, data protection and privacy. 
 
Columbia Global Freedom of Expression is a centralized online database of case law and international 
and regional standards providing a global perspective on jurisprudence related to freedom of 
expression. It was created with the mission to survey, document, and strengthen free expression, and 
engages a global network of legal experts and scholars to analyse national, regional and international 
court cases. 
 
This collaboration on online case law related to COVID-19  received support from the Open Society 
Foundations… 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Emergencies 
 
POLIO   
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
 
Polio this week as of 24 March 2021 
:: On Tuesday 16 March, Egypt and United Arab Emirates were elected to co-chair the new ministerial-
level subcommittee on polio eradication in the Eastern Mediterranean Region giving a major push to 
polio eradication efforts in the region. Read more… 
:: The Financial Accountability Committee (FAC) meets quarterly to advise the POB on key financial 
issues, ensure the quality of GPEI’s financial accountability practices, and serve as a forum for donor 
engagement on financial commitments and accountability requirements. Take a look at the new 2021 
FAC terms of reference available here. 
 

https://globalfreedomofexpression.columbia.edu/analyse-columbia-de-la-jurisprudence-sur-la-liberte-dexpression-dans-le-monde-en-francais/
https://globalfreedomofexpression.columbia.edu/espanol/?lang=es
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000374208
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qHEAyjF9r1Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ahe32p2Pun8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aSDPxORKp0Y&feature=youtu.be
https://globalfreedomofexpression.columbia.edu/analyse-columbia-de-la-jurisprudence-sur-la-liberte-dexpression-dans-le-monde-en-francais/
https://globalfreedomofexpression.columbia.edu/updates/2021/03/jurisprudence-relating-to-covid-19/
https://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
https://polioeradication.org/news-post/egypt-and-united-arab-emirates-elected-to-co-chair-the-new-ministerial-level-subcommittee-on-polio-eradication-in-emro/
https://polioeradication.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Financial-Accountability-Committee-Terms-of-Reference.pdf


   

  

Summary of new WPV and cVDPV viruses this week (AFP cases and ES positives):  
:: Afghanistan: one WPV1 and four cVDPV2 positive environmental samples 
:: Pakistan: three WPV1 and four cVDPV2 positive environmental samples 
:: Côte d’Ivoire: two cVDPV2 positive environmental samples 
:: Liberia: one cVDPV2 positive environmental sample 
:: Niger: one cVDPV2 positive environmental sample 
:: South Sudan: three cVDPV2 cases 
:: Tajikistan: two cVDPV2 cases and two cVDPV2 positive environmental samples 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
WHO/OCHA Emergencies 
 
Editor’s Note: 
Continuing with this edition, we include information about the last apparent update evident on the 
WHO emergency country webpages, recognizing almost universal and significant interims since last 
update regardless of the level of the emergency listed. 
 
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
Democratic Republic of the Congo - No new digest announcements  [Last apparent update: 12 Jan 
2021] 
Mozambique floods  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 3 November 
2020] 
Nigeria - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 29 Jun 2020] 
Somalia - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 17 July 2020] 
South Sudan   - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 4 February 2020] 
Syrian Arab Republic  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 24 October 
2020] 
Yemen - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 30 June 2020] 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
Afghanistan - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 5 July 2020] 
Angola - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 16 March 2021] 
Burundi  - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 04 July 2019] 
Burkina Faso - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 10 mars 2021] 
Cameroon  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 22 August 2019] 
Central African Republic - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 12 June 
2018] 
Ethiopia - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 22 August 2019] 
Iran floods 2019  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 2 March 2020] 
Iraq - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 21 February 2020] 
Libya - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 7 October 2019] 
Malawi Floods - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update 05 March 2021] 
Measles in Europe - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 16-12-2020] 
MERS-CoV  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 8 July 2019] 

http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cod/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/mozambique
http://www.who.int/emergencies/nigeria/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/somalia/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ssd/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/syr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/yem/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/afg/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/angola
https://www.afro.who.int/countries/burundi
https://www.afro.who.int/fr/countries/burkina-faso
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cmr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/caf/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/eth/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/irn/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/countries/irq/index.html
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/lby/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/malawi
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/communicable-diseases/measles-and-rubella
http://www.who.int/emergencies/mers-cov/en/


   

  

Mozambique  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 03 November 2020] 
Myanmar  - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 11 février 2021] 
Niger- No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update:06 mars 2021]occupied 
Palestinian territory  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 4 September 
2019] 
HIV in Pakistan  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 27 August 2019] 
Sao Tome and Principe Necrotizing Cellulitis (2017)  - No new digest announcements  
Sudan  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 24 June 2020] 
Ukraine - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 1 May 2019] 
Zimbabwe - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 10 May 2019] 
   
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 1 Emergencies  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
Chad  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 30 June 2018] 
Djibouti - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 25 novembre 2020] 
Kenya - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 06 March 2021]  
Mali  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 3 May 2017] 
Namibia - viral hepatitis  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 20 July 
2018] 
Tanzania  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 21 October 2020] 
  
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – L3 Emergencies 
The UN and its humanitarian partners are currently responding to three 'L3' emergencies. This is the 
global humanitarian system's classification for the response to the most severe, large-scale 
humanitarian crises.  
Syrian Arab Republic - No new digest announcements identified   
Yemen - No new digest announcements identified   
 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Corporate Emergencies 
When the USG/ERC declares a Corporate Emergency Response, all OCHA offices, branches and 
sections provide their full support to response activities both at HQ and in the field. 
COVID-19 - No new digest announcements identified   
East Africa Locust Infestation  - No new digest announcements identified   
 

 
*                      *                       *                        * 

 

 
:: Agency/Government/IGO Watch 
We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for key 
media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on regional or global 

https://afro.who.int/countries/mozambique
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mmr/en/
http://afro.who.int/fr/countries/niger
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/opt/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/opt/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/pandemic-epidemic-diseases/news/who-and-partners-mobilize-hiv-drugs-for-infected-children-in-pakistan.html
http://afro.who.int/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/sdn/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ukr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/zwe/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tcd/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/fr/countries/dji/
http://www.afro.who.int/countries/kenya
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mli/en/
http://afro.who.int/news/baseline-assessment-national-viral-hepatitis-response-namibia
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tza/en/
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/syria
https://www.unocha.org/yemen
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/covid19


   

  

level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific coverage is limited. Please 
suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
 
 
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly  
[to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://www.un.org/press/en 
Selected Meetings/Press Releases/Announcements 
26 March 2021  
SC/14478 
Security Council Extends Mandate for Expert Panel Assisting Sanctions Committee on 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 
The Security Council, acting through its temporary written silence procedure today, extended until 
30 April 2022 the mandate of the panel of experts assisting the committee which oversees its sanctions 
against the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea. 
 
25 March 2021  
SG/SM/20653 
With White Supremacist Propaganda at Record High, General Assembly Must Seize 
Momentum to End Slavery’s Legacy of Racism, Secretary-General Says in Observance 
Remarks 
 
 
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 27 Mar 2021] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true  
Top News 
Myanmar: UN experts raise alarm over forced evictions, escalation of rights violations 
 
Press briefing notes on Myanmar 
 
Press briefing notes on Climate Change  
 
Iran: Ahmadreza Djalali nearing death in solitary confinement, torture must end now 
 
South Sudan: UN urges accountability for key figures supporting militias in Greater Jonglei  
 
 
United Nations Human Rights Council  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL 
Council News 
Human Rights Council Concludes Forty-Sixth Regular Session after Adopting 30 
Resolutions and One Decision  
24/03/2021 
Council Extends 10 Thematic and Country-Specific Mandates, Highlights the Effects of the COVID-19 
Pandemic, Adopts Universal Periodic Review Outcomes for 14 States, and Appoints Six Mandate 
Holders 
   The Human Rights Council this afternoon concluded its forty-sixth regular session after adopting 30 
resolutions and one decision, extending mandates on the environment, cultural rights, albinism, 

https://www.un.org/press/en
https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/sc14478.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/sc14478.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/sgsm20653.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/sgsm20653.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/sgsm20653.doc.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26916&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26902&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26903&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26911&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26894&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=26947&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=26947&LangID=E


   

  

privacy, Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Islamic Republic of Iran, Myanmar, Syrian Arab 
Republic, South Sudan and Malia, and focusing on the wide-ranging effects of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
   With regard to ensuring equitable, affordable, timely and universal access for all 
countries to vaccines in response to the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic, the 
Council urged States to immediately take steps to prevent, within their respective legal 
frameworks, speculation and undue export controls and stockpiling that may hinder 
affordable, timely, equitable and universal access for all countries to COVID-19 vaccines and 
strongly urged all States to refrain from taking any economic, financial or trade measures that may 
adversely affect equitable, affordable, fair, timely and universal access to COVID-19 vaccines, in 
particular in developing countries.  The Council also decided to hold, at its forty-ninth session, a half-
day panel discussion on the matter…   
 
 
Committee on the Rights of the Child [to 27 Mar 2021] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx 
Latest News 
Argentina: UN committees welcome decision to repeal deportation decree 
24 March 2021 

UN Committee issues recommendations to protect children’s rights in digital environment  
24 March 2021 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the sale and sexual exploitation of children   [to 27 Mar 2021] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx  
Latest News 
Turkey: Withdrawal from Istanbul Convention is a pushback against women’s rights, say 
human rights experts 
23 March 2021 
 
 
SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed 
Conflict [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict 
[to 27 Mar 2021] 
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights   [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx 
Latest News 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26942&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26944&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26936&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26936&LangID=E
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx


   

  

Turkey: Withdrawal from Istanbul Convention is a pushback against women’s rights, say 
human rights experts 
23 March 2021 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable 
standard of physical and mental health  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx 
Latest News 
Human Rights Council Adopts 10 Resolutions, Renews Mandates on Cultural Rights, 
Albinism, Privacy, Democratic People’s Republic of Korea and Islamic Republic of Iran 
23 March 2021 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples   [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx 
Latest news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN OCHA Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://www.unocha.org/  
Press Releases 
25 March 2021 
Afghanistan: 2020 year in review: Humanitarian priorities, challenges, and response 
   
25 March 2021 
UN releases US$14 million for Rohingya refugees left homeless by camp fire 
 
  
Centre for Humanitarian Data/HDX  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://centre.humdata.org/ 
Resource 
COVID-19 Data Explorer: Global Humanitarian Operations 
 
 

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26936&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26936&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26939&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26939&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx
https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases
https://reliefweb.int/node/3724603
https://reliefweb.int/node/3724458
https://centre.humdata.org/
https://data.humdata.org/visualization/covid19-humanitarian-operations/


   

  

UNICEF  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases 
Selected Press releases, Statements 
Press release 
03/26/2021  
New global tracker to measure pandemic’s impact on education worldwide  
Tracker a collaborative effort of Johns Hopkins University, the World Bank, and UNICEF  
 
Statement 
03/26/2021  
Statement by UNICEF Executive Director Henrietta Fore on the fire at Rohingya refugee 
camps in Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh  
 
Statement 
03/25/2021  
COVAX updates participants on delivery delays for vaccines from Serum Institute of India 
(SII) and AstraZeneca  
 
Press release 
03/25/2021  
South Sudan receives first batch of COVID-19 vaccines through the COVAX Facility  
 
Press release 
03/24/2021  
114 million children still out of the classroom in Latin America and the Caribbean  
The world’s largest number of children without face-to-face schooling  
 
Statement 
03/24/2021  
Two children killed in Al-Hol Camp in Syria  
Statement from Bo Viktor Nylund, UNICEF Representative in Syria  
 
Statement 
03/24/2021  
Niger: Attacks on children and families must stop, once and for all  
Statement by Marie-Pierre Poirier, UNICEF Regional Director for West and Central Africa, on the killings 
of children in Niger  
 
Statement 
03/22/2021  
Statement on Gender-Based Violence in Tigray region of Ethiopia  
 
Statement 
03/22/2021  
Devastating fire displaces thousands in Rohingya refugee camps in Cox’s Bazar, 
Bangladesh  
Statement by UNICEF Representative in Bangladesh, Tomoo Hozumi  
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Press release 
03/21/2021  
Arrival of first wave consignment of COVAX COVID-19 vaccine doses to the State of 
Palestine  
 
Statement 
03/20/2021  
Statement by UNICEF Executive Director Henrietta Fore on International Day for the 
Elimination of Racial Discrimination  
 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 27 Mar 2021] 
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html 
Selected Announcements  
UNHCR reaches destroyed camps in northern Tigray 
26 Mar 2021  
 
Alphonso Davies becomes the first footballer to take UNHCR’s Goodwill Ambassador title  
Davies is the first footballer and first Canadian to become a Global Goodwill Ambassador 
for UNHCR. 
24 Mar 2021  
 
UNHCR outraged by deadly attack against displaced population in Western Niger 
23 Mar 2021  
 
Bangladeshi authorities, aid agencies and refugee volunteers rush to respond as massive 
fire leaves some 45,000 Rohingya refugees without shelter 
23 Mar 2021  
  
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 27 Mar 2021]  
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
News 
Joint Statement on Prioritization of COVID-19 Vaccination for Seafarers and Aircrew 
2021-03-26 20:32 
   The coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic has triggered devastating consequences for human life and 
the global economy. Maritime and air transport are two essential activities that underpin global trade 
and mobility and are key to a sustainable socio-economic recovery. 
 
IOM, Partners Provide Emergency Humanitarian Assistance to 50,000 Displaced by Armed 
Conflict in Southern Philippines 
2021-03-26 12:55 
   Manila – The International Organization for Migration (IOM) in the Philippines and partners are 
providing immediate assistance to over 51,000 people affected by the recent armed conflict in 
Maguindanao in the southern Philippines. 
 
IOM Looks Back on One Year of COVID-19 Response, Appeals for USD 812 Million in 2021 
2021-03-25 21:09 
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   Geneva – Over the last year, the International Organization for Migration (IOM) has responded to the 
COVID-19-related needs of millions of people worldwide. 
 
Massive Fire Devastates Rohingya Refugee Camps in Cox’s Bazar  
2021-03-23 20:11 
   Cox’s Bazar – A massive fire swept through three IOM-managed sites yesterday displacing 
roughly 45,000 Rohingya refugees and causing catastrophic damage in Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh, the 
world’s largest refugee camp. More than 10,000 shelters were damaged in the fire and the ... 
 
 
UNAIDS [to 27 Mar 2021]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
Selected Press Releases/Reports/Statements 
26 March 2021 
UNAIDS works with partners to support the COVID-19 recovery for vulnerable people in 
Indonesia  
 
26 March 2021 
UNAIDS shows that with the right investment we can end AIDS by 2030  
   A new report published by UNAIDS today shows the value of investing fully in the HIV response. 
UNAIDS modelling shows that investing US$ 29 billion a year in the HIV response in low- and middle-
income countries by 2025 will put the world back on track to end AIDS by 2030. The investment, paid 
for by both donors and the wealthier countries most impacted by the HIV pandemic, would result in 
annual new HIV infections falling dramatically, from 1.7 million in 2019 to 370 000 in 2025, and annual 
AIDS-related deaths falling from 690 000 in 2019 to 250 000 in 2025. The number of new HIV 
infections among children will drop from 150 000 in 2019 to less than 22 000 in 2025… 
 
24 March 2021 
Tuberculosis deaths among people living with HIV are declining globally, but worrying 
gaps in TB care persist  
 
24 March 2021 
Huge gaps in TB care for people living with HIV in some countries  
 
24 March 2021 
Drop-in centre provides a lifeline for sex workers in Ethiopia  
 
24 March 2021 
Drop-in centre for sex workers opened in Togo  
 
22 March 2021 
Digital HIV education for Jamaican young people during COVID-19 and beyond  
 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 27 Mar 2021] 
26 March 2021  
Medical product alert  Medical Product Alert N°2/2021: Falsified COVID-19 Vaccine 
BNT162b2 
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25 March 2021   Statement 
COVAX updates participants on delivery delays for vaccines from Serum Institute of India 
(SII) and AstraZeneca 
[See COVAX above for detail] 
 
25 March 2021   Statement 
Joint Statement on prioritization of COVID-19 vaccination for seafarers and aircrew 
[See COVAX above for detail] 
 
25 March 2021   Departmental news 
WHO validates Cote d’Ivoire for eliminating sleeping sickness as a public health problem 
 
24 March 2021   Departmental news 
Introducing the WHO technical package on quality of care in fragile, conflict-affected and 
vulnerable settings 
 
24 March 2021   Departmental news 
WHO Urban Health Initiative releases report on sustainable transport in Ghana 
 
24 March 2021   Departmental news 
The Clock is ticking – it’s time to end TB deaths among people with HIV! 
 
22 March 2021   Statement 
Statement on Gender-Based Violence in Tigray region of Ethiopia 
 
22 March 2021  News release 
COVID-19 highlights urgent need to reboot global effort to end tuberculosis 
 
22 March 2021  Departmental news 
Campaign launched to make 30 km/h streets the norm for cities worldwide 
 
22 March 2021  News release 
WHO announces 2nd edition Health for All Film Festival shortlist and jury composition 
 
22 March 2021   Departmental news 
WHO announces updated guidance on the systematic screening for tuberculosis 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO      
:: A Women Leader Received “Her Heart’s Desire”, i.e. COVID-19 Vaccine   22 March 2021  
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
No new digest content identified 
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WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
No new digest content identified 
 
WHO European Region EURO  
:: Youth in Uzbekistan: personal stories of living through the COVID-19 pandemic 26-03-2021  
:: Dr Kluge meets Ophelia, a TB patient from Azerbaijan 24-03-2021  
:: WHO/Europe and ECDC joint press release: Ending tuberculosis is a race against time and drug 
resistance 22-03-2021 
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: Iraq receives first delivery of COVID-19 vaccines through the COVAX Facility  26 March 2021 
:: COVID-19 vaccines delivered through COVAX Facility arrive in Lebanon  25 March 2021 
:: WHO condemns attacks on residential neighbourhoods in Aleppo  23 March 2021 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
:: 23 March 2021 | Feature story  Hope and vigilance as COVID-19 vaccines reach the Western Pacific 
:: 23 March 2021 | Statement  Vaccines offer hope but are no silver bullet 
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2021/ 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 27 Mar 2021] 
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release 
Meetings and events 
24 March 2021   Press Release 
As more than one million pregnant women face malnutrition in Yemen, UNFPA Executive 
Director appeals for peace and increased support 
   Aden/Sana’a - The Executive Director of UNFPA, the United Nations sexual and reproductive health 
agency, called for peace in Yemen and urgent funding for women’s health and protection as she 
concluded a...  
 
 
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 27 Mar 2021] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
Latest from News Centre 
Women’s absence from COVID-19 task forces will perpetuate gender divide, says UNDP, 
UN Women 
   Women, on average, still make up only 24 percent of members among 225 COVID-19 task forces 
examined across 137 countries, as shown by the COVID-19 Global Gender Response Tracker tool that 
analyzes…    
Posted on March 22, 2021 
 
 
UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 27 Mar 2021] 

http://www.searo.who.int/
https://www.who.int/southeastasia/news/detail/17-03-2021-disruptions-in-health-services-due-to-covid-19-may-have-contributed-to-an-additional-239-000-child-and-maternal-deaths-in-south-asia---un-report
https://www.who.int/southeastasia/news/detail/17-03-2021-disruptions-in-health-services-due-to-covid-19-may-have-contributed-to-an-additional-239-000-child-and-maternal-deaths-in-south-asia---un-report
http://www.euro.who.int/
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http://www.emro.who.int/irq/iraq-news/iraq-receives-first-delivery-of-covid-19-vaccines-through-the-covax-facility.html
http://www.emro.who.int/media/news/first-batch-of-covid-19-vaccines-delivered-through-covax-facility-arrives-in-lebanon.html?format=html
http://www.emro.who.int/media/news/who-condemns-attacks-on-residential-neighbourhoods-in-aleppo.html
https://www.who.int/westernpacific
https://www.who.int/westernpacific/news/feature-stories/detail/hope-and-vigilance-as-covid-19-vaccines-reach-the-western-pacific
https://www.who.int/westernpacific/news/speeches/detail/vaccines-offer-hope-but-are-no-silver-bullet
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http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/news/2021/Womens_absence_COVID-19_task_forces_perpetuate_gender_divide_UNDP_UNWomen.html


   

  

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/ 
Meetings and events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://www.unenvironment.org/ 
Resources 
22 Mar 2021 Press release  
Wastewater and excreta an untapped resource for solving environmental risks 
   Nairobi/Stockholm, 22 March 2021 – A book by Stockholm Environment Institute (SEI) and the 
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), launched on World Water Day, reports that the 
sanitation waste of 50% of the global population is still disposed of without having been treated – 
posing enormous risks to both public health and the environment. 
 
 
UNDRR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://www.undrr.org/ 
Latest news 
23 March 2021  
‘COVID-19 and multiple disasters threaten development gains in Asia-Pacific’  
   For countries in Asia-Pacific graduating from least-developed category, the COVID-19 pandemic has 
added a new dimension to their risk levels, worsening the impacts of multiple crises, exacerbating 
inequalities and threatening to roll-back progress against 
 
 
UN DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/  
25 Mar 2021 | DESA 
COVID-19 could lead to a lost decade for development 
   The COVID-19 pandemic is leading to an even more sharply unequal world as the development gains 
for millions in poor countries are reversed, according to a new report released by the United Nations 
today. The Financing for Sustainable Development Report 2021 says the global economy has 
experienced the worst recession in 90 years, with the most vulnerable segments of societies 
disproportionately affected. An estimated 114 million jobs have been lost, and about 120 million people 
have been plunged back into extreme poverty. 
 
23 Mar 2021 | DESA 
Global Policy Dialogue: Improving access to safe food and water 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/
https://www.unenvironment.org/
https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/press-release/wastewater-and-excreta-untapped-resource-solving-environmental-risks
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https://www.undrr.org/news/covid-19-and-multiple-disasters-threaten-development-gains-asia-pacific
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https://www.un.org/en/desa/un-covid-19-could-lead-lost-decade-development
https://www.un.org/en/desa/global-policy-dialogue-improving-access-safe-food-and-water


   

  

   Today, about 1 in 3 people live without safe drinking water, and almost 1 billion people suffer from 
hunger. What’s more, ensuring food and water security for all by 2030 is severely affected by 
environmental shocks, that are all intensified by climate change. 
 
22 Mar 2021 | DESA 
Recognize ‘true value’ of water, UN urges, marking World Day 
   The UN is marking World Water Day on Monday with a global conversation on how people value the 
lifegiving resource in different parts of the world, according to local needs. 
  
 
UNESCO  [to 27 Mar 2021]  
http://en.unesco.org/news 
Selected Latest News  
UNESCO & Columbia University collaborate on case law on freedom of expression in the 
context of COVID-19 
News 
03/26/2021  
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
100 million more children under the minimum reading proficiency level due to COVID-19 - 
UNESCO convenes world education ministers 
Press release 
03/25/2021  
 
UNESCO welcomes new international instrument on children's rights in relation to digital 
environment 
News 
03/25/2021  
 
Ethical framework for COVID-19 response in the Arab region: views and recommendations 
from the experts 
25/03/2021 
 
UNESCO launches the Global Task Force for Making a Decade of Action for Indigenous 
Languages 
News 
03/22/202 
 
 
International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS)  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://www.icomos.org/en/ 
Announcements 
Putting Europe’s shared heritage at the heart of the European Green Deal  
Written on 22 March 2021.  
   ICOMOS and Europa Nostra are launching the European Cultural Heritage Green Paper, "Putting 
Europe's shared heritage at the heart of the European Green Deal". The Paper focuses on the role of 
cultural heritage in achieving the ambitions of the European Green Deal. 
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UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
http://unhabitat.org/ 
News & Stories 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 27 Mar 2021] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Food Programme  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://www.wfp.org/news 
News releases 
28 March 2021  
World Food Programme Chief congratulates Sudanese government and rebel group on 
steps towards peace  
JUBA – United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) Executive Director David Beasley today 
congratulated leaders of Sudan and one of the country’s rebel groups for agreeing to principles to 
resolve their conflict including that freedom of religion would be guaranteed to all Sudanese in a civil, 
democratic federal state. 
 
28 March 2021 
WFP appeals for 600 million dollars as hungry Syrians hang by a thread after 10 years of 
conflict  
   CAIRO – As a critical conference opens in Brussels on the future of war-ravaged Syria, the United 
Nations World Food Programme is appealing for the funds it needs to provide urgent food assistance to 
millions of Syrians who today face the worst humanitarian conditions since the start of the conflict.  
 
26 March 2021  
Hunger worsens in Angola due to drought  
   GENEVA - The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) warns that hunger is on the rise in 
Angola as the country experiences its worst episode of drought in four decades in the south-western 
provinces. 
 
24 March 2021  
WFP seeks US$170 million to respond to food security emergency in Ethiopia's Tigray 
Region  
    ADDIS ABABA –  The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) has begun providing emergency 
food assistance to vulnerable people in Ethiopia’s Tigray Region but urgently needs US$170 million to 
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meet critical food and nutrition needs over the next six months, and to be able to cover any sudden 
increase. 
 
23 March 2021  
Acute hunger set to soar in over 20 countries, warn FAO and WFP: call for urgent and at-
scale action to avert rising hunger and risk of famine  
   ROME – Acute hunger is set to soar in over 20 countries in the coming months without urgent and 
scaled-up assistance, warn the UN's Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and World Food 
Programme (WFP) in a new report issued today.  
 
23 March 2021  
Funds from the United States enable WFP to meet growing needs of DRC refugees in 
Zambia  
   NCHELENGE – The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) welcomes a contribution of 
US$610,000 (ZMW 13.5 million) from the U.S. government, which will help provide cash assistance to 
16,500 refugees from the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) residing in the WFP-supported 
Mantapala settlement. 
 
23 March 2021  
WFP Geneva Palais Briefing Note: WFP response to devastating fire in Rohingya refugee 
camp in COX's Bazaar  
 
 
ILO International Labour Organization  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm 
News 
COVID-19 and maritime and air transport 
Seafarers and aircrew need priority COVID-19 vaccination   
26 March 2021  
UN organizations issue joint call for seafarers and aircrew to be prioritized for COVID-19 vaccination. 
 
Forced labour 
Fifty steps forward against forced labour    
26 March 2021  
Sudan’s ratification of the ILO Protocol on Forced Labour and Conventions on freedom of association 
and social dialogue, was marked in a virtual ceremony with the ILO Director-General, Guy Ryder. 
 
50 for Freedom 
Time to make a difference in the lives of millions in forced labour, urges ILO DG   
25 March 2021  
In congratulating the 50 countries that have now ratified the ILO’s Forced Labour Protocol, ILO 
Director-General, Guy Ryder, called on all the other countries who haven’t yet ratified to follow suit. 
 
Forced labour 
Freedom from slavery is non-negotiable   
25 March 2021  
With the target now met of 50 ratifications of the ILO Forced Labour Protocol, Nobel Peace Prize 
laureate, Kailash Satyarthi, says he refuses to accept that modern slavery cannot be eliminated. 
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Video 
The ILO at Work   
24 March 2021  
The ILO is the only tripartite UN agency that brings together government, employer and worker 
representatives from 187 Member States to set labour standards, develop policies and devise 
programmes to promote decent work for all women and men. 
 
Modern slavery 
Make the eradication of modern slavery a political priority   
23 March 2021  
As we celebrate the 50th ratification of the ILO Forced Labour Protocol, activist and 50 for Freedom 
champion, Leonardo Sakamoto, calls on governments to make the eradication of modern slavery a 
political priority. 
 
Modern slavery 
We all have a role in ending modern slavery   
23 March 2021  
Humanitarian photographer, Lisa Kristine, has exposed the horrors of modern day slavery through her 
images. Fifty countries have now ratified the ILO Forced Labour Protocol. However, we all have a role 
to play in eliminating modern day slavery for good, she says. 
 
 
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
http://www.icao.int/  
Latest News       
ICAO joins UN call for prioritized vaccinations for aircrew and seafarers 
26/3/21 
 
 
IMO International Maritime Organization  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://www.imo.org/ 
Latest Press Briefings  
25 March 2021 
Supporting sustainable maritime development in the Pacific  
   IMO has continued its work to support Pacific Island countries with a virtual workshop (23-24 
March) on the United Nations Sustainable Development Cooperation Framework (UNSDCF). Maritime 
activity is considered an essential component of any programme for future sustainable economic 
growth, and most of the elements of the 2030 Agenda will only be realized with a sustainable transport 
sector supporting world trade and facilitating the global economy. 
 
 
WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release 
Press Releases 
New observing system financing initiative wins support 

http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/multimedia/video/institutional-videos/WCMS_776594/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/multimedia/video/video-interviews/WCMS_776316/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/multimedia/video/video-interviews/WCMS_776313/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/ICAO-joins-UN-call-for-prioritized-vaccinations-for-aircrew-and-seafarers.aspx
https://www.imo.org/
https://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/Pages/WhatsNew-1597.aspx
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release/new-observing-system-financing-initiative-wins-support


   

  

   Geneva, 25 March 2021 (WMO) – A major new proposed financing initiative to close the increasing 
gaps in the global observing system, which underpins all weather forecasts and early warnings, has 
received overwhelming support from the international community. 
 
 
UPU  Universal Postal Union   [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://www.upu.int/en/News-Media/Press/Press-Releases 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Organization for Standardization (ISO)  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://www.iso.org/news 
News 
By Clare Naden on 23 March 2021  
Improving project management  
Two new standards join the ISO series.  
 
By Clare Naden on 22 March 2021  
World Water Day  
Standards that protect our most precious resource.   
 
 
UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://www.unwto.org/news 
News 
All Regions  
Vaccinate SIDS to Restart Tourism Kickstart Recovery, UNWTO Urges 
26 Mar 2021 
   The World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) is calling for the international community to show 
solidarity with Small Island Developing States by ensuring they have access to COVID-19 vaccinations. 
 
All Regions  
Governments Join Sector Leaders in Backing Principles for International Code to Protect 
Tourists  
24 Mar 2021 
   More than 100 countries, alongside international organizations and leading business groups have 
agreed to adopt harmonized standards for assisting tourists caught up in emergency situations. The 
Committee for the Development of an International Code for the Protection of Tourists has agreed on 
the text of the first two Chapters of the Code, containing seven key principles for a landmark legal code 
aimed at restoring confidence in international travel in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

https://www.upu.int/en/News-Media/Press/Press-Releases
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html
https://www.iso.org/news
https://www.iso.org/news/ref2645.html
https://www.iso.org/news/ref2644.html
https://www.unwto.org/news
https://www.unwto.org/news/vaccinate-sids-to-restart-tourism-kickstart-recovery
https://www.unwto.org/news/governments-join-sector-leaders-in-backing-principles-for-international-code-to-protect-tourists
https://www.unwto.org/news/governments-join-sector-leaders-in-backing-principles-for-international-code-to-protect-tourists


   

  

 
WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 27 Mar 2021] 
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/ 
Press Releases 
WIPO Report Finds Significant Growth in Assistive Technologies as they Find Greater 
Application in Consumer Goods 
    Innovations that help people overcome mobility, sight and other disabilities have seen double-digit 
growth in recent years and these “assistive technologies" are increasingly integrated with consumer 
goods, a new WIPO report shows. 
Mar 23, 2021 PR/2021/875 
 
 
CBD  Convention on Biological Diversity [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://www.cbd.int/ 
Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
USAID [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/2021 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Announcements 
The United States Announces Additional $8 Million to Contain Ebola Outbreaks in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo And Guinea  
March 26, 2021 
   The United States, through the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), is providing an 
additional $8 million in assistance to support the rapid response to the Ebola outbreaks in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and the Republic of Guinea, and to strengthen Ebola 
preparedness in seven high-risk border countries across East Africa and West Africa (République de 
Côte D'Ivoire, Republic of Liberia, Republic of Mali, Republic of Rwanda, Republic of Senegal, Republic 
of Sierra Leone, and Republic of Uganda). The additional $8 million brings USAID’s total assistance to 
more than $11.5 million since the outbreaks began in early February 2021. 
 
United States Announces Humanitarian Assistance for the People of the West Bank and 
Gaza  
March 25, 2021 
   Today, U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations Linda Thomas-Greenfield announced that the United 
States, through the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), is providing $15 million in 
humanitarian assistance to support some of the most vulnerable communities in the West Bank and 
Gaza. 
 
 
Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office [nee DFID]  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/foreign-commonwealth-development-office 
Selected Press Releases. Announcements 
No new digest content identified.  
 
 

http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/
https://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/articles/2021/article_0003.html
https://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/articles/2021/article_0003.html
https://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/articles/2021/article_0003.html
https://www.cbd.int/
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/2021
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/mar-26-2021-united-states-announces-additional-8-million-contain-ebola-outbreaks
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/mar-26-2021-united-states-announces-additional-8-million-contain-ebola-outbreaks
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/mar-25-2021-united-states-announces-humanitarian-assistance-people-west-bank-gaza
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/mar-25-2021-united-states-announces-humanitarian-assistance-people-west-bank-gaza
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/foreign-commonwealth-development-office


   

  

ECHO  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news 
Latest News 
EU provides €500,000 in emergency funding for victims of Cox's Bazar fire in Bangladesh 
25/03/2021 
   The European Commission has announced €500,000 in emergency funding to respond to the 
consequences of the massive fires in Cox's Bazar refugee camps in Bangladesh on 22 March. The fire 
affecting one of the largest refugee camps in the world has...  
 
Nepal, Philippines and South East Asia: EU allocates €11 million for disaster preparedness 
and humanitarian aid 
23/03/2021 
   The European Commission has announced it will allocate €11 million for disaster preparedness and 
humanitarian aid in Nepal, the Philippines, and other countries in the South East Asian region to 
support those affected by natural hazards, the...  
 
:::::: 
 
African Union [to 27 Mar 2021] 
http://www.au.int/ 
News 
The 2nd Virtual Forum For Arts Culture And Heritage 
March 25, 2021  
 
Official Statement by H.E Amira Elfadil for World TB Day 
March 24, 2021  
 
Statement to African Union Member States on the deployment of the AstraZeneca COVID-
19 vaccine to the continent and concerns about adverse event reports coming from Europe 
March 22, 2021 
 
 
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
http://asean.org/category/news/asean-secretariat-news/ 
Secretariat News 
No new digest content identified.  
 
 
European Commission [to 27 Mar 2021] 
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1 
Latest         
Statement   25 March 2021 
Statement by President von der Leyen at the joint press conference with President Michel, 
following the videoconference of the members of the European Council 
[See COVID above for detail] 
  
Press release  25 March 2021 
EU provides €500,000 in emergency funding for victims of Cox's Bazar fire in Bangladesh 

http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/eu-provides-500000-emergency-funding-victims-coxs-bazar-fire-bangladesh_en
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/nepal-philippines-and-south-east-asia-eu-allocates-11-million-disaster-preparedness-and_en
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/nepal-philippines-and-south-east-asia-eu-allocates-11-million-disaster-preparedness-and_en
http://www.au.int/
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20210325/2nd-virtual-forum-arts-culture-and-heritage
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20210324/official-statement-he-amira-elfadil-world-tb-day
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20210322/statement-member-states-deployment-astrazeneca
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20210322/statement-member-states-deployment-astrazeneca
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20210322/statement-member-states-deployment-astrazeneca
http://asean.org/category/news/asean-secretariat-news/
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/statement_21_1444
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/statement_21_1444
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_1421


   

  

   The European Commission has announced €500,000 in emergency funding to respond to the 
consequences of the massive fires in Cox's Bazar refugee camps in Bangladesh on 22 March.  
  
Statement   24 March 2021 
Joint statement by the European Commission and Her Majesty's Government on 
cooperation in fighting the COVID-19 pandemic 
   
Speech  24 March 2021 
Remarks by Executive Vice-President Dombrovskis at the press conference on the export 
transparency and authorisation mechanism and an accelerated approval of adapted 
vaccines against COVID-19 variants 
[See COVID above for detail] 
   
Press release  24 March 2021 
Coronavirus: new procedure to facilitate and speed up approval of adapted vaccines 
against COVID-19 variants 
   Today, as an immediate action under the HERA Incubator, the new European bio-defence 
preparedness plan against COVID-19 variants, the Commission is introducing a measure to speed up 
the authorisation of adapted COVID-19 vaccines. It will make provisions in the relevant EU legislation 
to allow companies to focus on gathering the necessary evidence in time and enable the authorisation 
of adapted vaccines with a smaller set of additional data submitted to the European Medicines 
Agency… 
  
Press release  23 March 2021 
Nepal, Philippines and South East Asia: EU allocates €11 million for disaster preparedness 
and humanitarian aid 
   Today the European Commission has announced it will allocate €11 million for disaster preparedness 
and humanitarian aid in Nepal, the Philippines, and other countries in the South East Asian region to 
support those affected by natural disasters, the coronavirus pandemic and conflicts. 
 
 
OECD  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/publicationsdocuments/bydate/ 
Top Stories 
No new digest content identified.  
 
 
Organization of American States (OAS)   [to 27 Mar 2021] 
http://www.oas.org/en/ 
Press Releases 
OAS Permanent Council to Commemorate the International Day of Remembrance for the 
Victims of Slavery and the Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade 
March 23, 2021 
 
OAS and Facebook to Cooperate on Electoral Integrity, Human Rights and Economic 
Recovery, among other areas 
March 22, 2021 
[See Week in Review above for detail] 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/statement_21_1387
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/statement_21_1387
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/speech_21_1383
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/speech_21_1383
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/speech_21_1383
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_1088
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_1088
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_641
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_1282
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_1282
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/publicationsdocuments/bydate/
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_releases.asp
https://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=AVI-024/21
https://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=AVI-024/21
https://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=E-026/21
https://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=E-026/21


   

  

 
 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://www.oic-oci.org/  
Selected Press Releases 
Statement by the OIC Group in Geneva on the 10th Anniversary of the Human Rights 
Council (HRC) resolution 16/18 
   The OIC joins the international community in commemorating the 10th anniversary of the landmark 
Human Rights Council (HRC) resolution titled "Combating intolerance, negative stereotyping and 
stigmatization of, and discrimination, incitement to violence and violence against, persons based on 
religion or belief", which was first adopted by consensus on 24 March 2011. ... 
28/03/2021 
 
Al-Othaimeen: Women Development Organization’s Launching is a Qualitative 
Breakthrough Fulfilling Women’s Aspirations 
   Secretary-General of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), Dr. Yousef A. Al-Othaimeen, 
affirmed in a statement delivered on his behalf by Assistant-Secretary-General for Humanitarian, 
Cultural and Social affairs, Ambassador Tarig Ali Bakhit, that the General Secretariat is looking forward 
to the launch of the OIC Women Development Organization (WDO) to be a qualitative breakthrough 
that fulfills the aspirations of all women in the Member States, regardless of their conditions. He added 
that the launch will lead to the adoption of a positive approach and to more effective efforts being 
exerted in addressing women’s issues and advancing their interests and aspirations.... 
24/03/2021 
 
World Water Day: Al-Othaimeen Calls for Concerted Efforts to Address the Challenges of 
Reliable Access to Water 
    On the World Water Day, held on 22 March every year, Secretary General of the Organization of 
Islamic Cooperation (OIC), Dr. Yousef Al-Othaimeen reiterates the need for concerted efforts to 
address the challenges of reliable access to water as well as the management of other water related 
risks for better health, livelihood and economic prosperity of all. “This year’s International World Water 
Day theme “Valuing Water” once again underlines the critical impact of water on all aspects of people’s 
wellbeing around the globe,” said Al-Othaimeen.  ... 
22/03/2021 
 
 
Group of 77  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
http://www.g77.org/ 
Latest Statements and Speeches 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by H.E. Ambassador Boubacar Diallo, G-77 
Coordinator of the Permanent Mission of the Republic of Guinea to the united nations, on agenda item 
141: Programme budget for 2021 - Request for a subvention to the Special Tribunal for Lebanon, at 
the Fifth Committee during the first resumed part of the seventy-fifth session of the United Nations 
General Assembly (New York, 24 March 2021) 
 
:::::: 
 
UNCTAD  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://unctad.org/media-centre 

https://www.oic-oci.org/home/?lan=en
https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=25982&ref=16320&lan=en
https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=25982&ref=16320&lan=en
https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=25967&ref=16315&lan=en
https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=25967&ref=16315&lan=en
https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=25951&ref=16311&lan=en
https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=25951&ref=16311&lan=en
http://www.g77.org/
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=210324
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=210324
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=210324
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=210324
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=210324
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Press Releases 
No new digest content identified.  
 
 
World Customs Organization – WCO  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
http://www.wcoomd.org/ 
Latest News – Selected Items 
No new digest content identified.  
 
 
WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 27 Mar 2021] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
WTO News and Events 
Post-COVID-19 recovery must not leave anyone behind — DG Okonjo-Iweala at Aid for 
Trade event 
23 March 2021 
    WTO Director-General Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala, joined by five heads of international organizations, 
stressed the need to keep global trade flows open to ensure that developing and least-developed 
countries have access to essential medical goods to control the spread of COVID-19 and are able to 
use trade to drive sustainable economic recovery. The speakers were taking part in a high-level plenary 
session held on Day 1 of the online Aid for Trade Stocktaking Event on 23 March. 
 
:::::: 
 
IPU  Inter-Parliamentary Union   [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases 
Press releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Court of Justice  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases 
Latest Press Releases   
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Criminal Court (ICC)  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
Trying individuals for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/ 
News 
The Office of the Prosecutor publishes Draft Policy on Cultural Heritage for consultation  
Press Release   22 March 2021 
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
:::::: 
  
World Bank [to 27 Mar 2021] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 

http://www.wcoomd.org/
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news21_e/aid_23mar21_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news21_e/aid_23mar21_e.htm
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases
https://www.icc-cpi.int/
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=pr1579
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all


   

  

Selected News, Announcements 
New Global Tracker to Measure Pandemic’s Impact on Education Worldwide 
 Tracker a collaborative effort of Johns Hopkins University, the World Bank, and UNICEF March 26, 
2021—The COVID-19 pandemic has disrupted education for 1.6 billion children worldwide over the 
past...  
Date: March 26, 2021 Type: Press Release  
 
Stronger Data Systems Needed to Fight Poverty 
COVID-19 highlights urgency to improve governance, equitable access, and trust with new social 
contract for data WASHINGTON, March 24, 2021 – The World Bank is calling for strengthened national 
data systems...  
Date: March 24, 2021 Type: Press Release 
 
World Bank Group President David Malpass: Foreword to the World Development Report 
2021: Data for Better Lives 
Data governance is the subject of intense debate in advanced economies and increasingly among large 
emerging markets. And yet many complex policy questions remain unanswered. In response, World 
Development...  
Date: March 24, 2021 Type: Statement  
 
WBG Vaccine Announcement– Key Facts 
COVID-19 vaccines, alongside widespread testing, improved treatment and strong health systems are 
critical to save lives and strengthen the global economic recovery. To provide relief for vulnerable 
populations...  
Date: March 23, 2021 Type: Factsheet  
 
COVID-19 in Eastern and Southern Africa: Four Hurdles to Recovery in the Race to Protect 
the Region’s Poorest 
One year into the COVID-19 crisis, African countries in Eastern and Southern Africa have been spared 
the brunt of the pandemic, having recorded 2.1 million cases compared to, for example, close to 20 
million...  
Date: March 23, 2021 Type: Opinion  
 
Statement on International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination 
WASHINGTON, March 21, 2021—World Bank Group President David Malpass issued the following 
statement on behalf of the Bank Group to mark today’s International Day for the Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination...  
Date: March 21, 2021 Type: Statement  
 
 
IMF  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article 
News, Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
African Development Bank Group  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://www.afdb.org/en 

http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2021/03/26/new-global-tracker-to-measure-pandemic-s-impact-on-education-worldwide
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http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/statement/2021/03/24/world-bank-group-president-david-malpass-foreword-to-the-world-development-report-2021-data-for-better-lives
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/factsheet/2020/10/15/world-bank-group-vaccine-announcement---key-facts
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/opinion/2021/03/23/covid-19-in-eastern-and-southern-africa-four-hurdles-to-recovery-in-the-race-to-protect-the-region-s-poorest
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/opinion/2021/03/23/covid-19-in-eastern-and-southern-africa-four-hurdles-to-recovery-in-the-race-to-protect-the-region-s-poorest
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/statement/2021/03/21/statement-on-international-day-for-the-elimination-of-racial-discrimination
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article
https://www.afdb.org/en


   

  

Press Releases 
AfCFTA: Free trade bloc can be a game changer for African people and business 
   26-Mar-2021 - Exploring strategies to deepen private sector participation in the implementation 
African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) was the highlight of a panel session during the 2021 
WTO Aid-for-Trade Stocktaking meeting. The African Development Bank, the United Nations Industrial 
Development Organization (UNIDO) and International Trade Centre (ITC) organized the session held 
on Wednesday 24 March. 
 
Green banks and national climate funds have a key role in mobilizing funds for low-carbon, 
climate-resilient development in Africa: report  
   23-Mar-2021 - The African Development Bank and the Climate Investment Funds (CIF) have joined 
forces to prod 
 
 
Asian Development Bank  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
http://www.adb.org/news/releases 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-
level announcements are added each week] 
Latest News Releases 
26 Mar 2021 
Improved Outlook, Vaccine Progress Lift Emerging East Asian Bond Markets  
   An improving global economic outlook and progress on COVID-19 vaccinations have pushed up bond 
yields in emerging East Asia. Local currency bond markets in the region expanded to $20.1 trillion by 
the end of 2020...  
 
23 Mar 2021 
Digitalization and Regional Cooperation Can Spur SDG Progress Despite Pandemic — Joint 
Report 
   Digital transformation and renewed regional cooperation in Asia and the Pacific can spur the region’s 
equitable, sustainable, and resilient recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic and deliver progress on the 
SDGs, said a new report. 
 
 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank   [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-
level announcements are added each week] 
News  
Beijing, China, March 25, 2021 
AIIB Financing Supports Members’ Pandemic with Vaccine Access 
USD300-M Loan to the Philippines For Vaccine Rollout Approved under AIIB’s COVID-19 Crisis Recovery 
Facility 
   The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) today launched its first vaccine financing under its 
COVID-19 Crisis Recovery Facility (CRF) to respond to its members’ urgent needs for access to 
vaccines. The financing forms part of the coordinated action by multilateral development banks to 
contain the pandemic and enable sustainable economic recovery through vaccine procurement and 
rollout. Working with co-financing partners, AIIB is prioritizing requests from its low-and middle-income 
members. 

https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/afcfta-free-trade-bloc-can-be-game-changer-african-people-and-business-42877
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/green-banks-and-national-climate-funds-have-key-role-mobilizing-funds-low-carbon-climate-resilient-development-africa-report-42834
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/green-banks-and-national-climate-funds-have-key-role-mobilizing-funds-low-carbon-climate-resilient-development-africa-report-42834
http://www.adb.org/news/releases
https://www.adb.org/news/improved-outlook-vaccine-progress-lift-emerging-east-asian-bond-markets
https://www.adb.org/news/improved-outlook-vaccine-progress-lift-emerging-east-asian-bond-markets
https://www.adb.org/news/digitalization-and-regional-cooperation-can-spur-sdg-progress-despite-pandemic-joint-report
https://www.adb.org/news/digitalization-and-regional-cooperation-can-spur-sdg-progress-despite-pandemic-joint-report
https://www.adb.org/news/digitalization-and-regional-cooperation-can-spur-sdg-progress-despite-pandemic-joint-report
https://www.adb.org/news/digitalization-and-regional-cooperation-can-spur-sdg-progress-despite-pandemic-joint-report
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/2021/AIIB-Financing-Supports-Members-Pandemic-Response-with-Vaccine-Access.html


   

  

   AIIB’s Board of Directors has approved the Bank’s first vaccine financing project, a loan of USD300 
million to support the Republic of the Philippines in the rapid procurement of eligible COVID-19 
vaccines. 
   “AIIB’s vaccine financing will adhere to international standards for safety, equity and quality in 
support of our members in their vaccine rollout,” said AIIB Vice President, Policy and Strategy, Joachim 
von Amsberg. “The project is consistent with AIIB’s mission to promote regional cooperation and 
partnership in addressing development challenges by working in close collaboration with other 
multilateral and bilateral development institutions,” he added… 
 
 
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news 
News 
25 MAR  
New investment in digital solutions will connect Latin American farmers to markets and 
banking services in response to COVID-19 restrictions  
   Rome, 25 March 2021 – More than 10,000 family farmers in Latin America will soon have access to 
digital solutions to overcome the obstacles they face in accessing markets and financing due to the 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, the UN’s International Fund for Agricultural Development 
(IFAD) announced today… 
   AGRIdigitalización will be implemented by a consortium of organizations led by Agriterra,  founded by 
the Dutch agricultural sector with a focus on cooperative promotion. The project will identify and 
evaluate existing digital platforms, applications, technical assistance and training services. The most 
suitable options will be adapted and made available to small producers’ organizations and rural saving 
cooperatives to help them undergo a digital transformation. 
   Through the project, 86 producer organizations will be able to market their products online and 132 
rural savings cooperatives will be able to offer their financial services through digital platforms. The 
project will also benefit small internet companies run by young people which have a presence in rural 
areas, who will provide services to the producer organizations and rural savings cooperatives. In 
addition, 3,000 farmers will receive virtual technical assistance and trainings, and digital communication 
tools will be set up to replace in-person meetings… 
 
 
Islamic Development Bank  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://www.isdb.org/ 
News 
Islamic Development Bank Issues Largest Sustainability Sukuk Ever 
25 March 2021 
 
IsDB President's Statement on World Water Day 2021, Launching 1st IsDB Water Sector 
Policy 
23 March 2021 
        

 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 
 
 

https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/42503431
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/42503431
https://www.agriterra.org/
https://www.isdb.org/
https://www.isdb.org/news/islamic-development-bank-issues-largest-sustainability-sukuk-ever
https://www.isdb.org/news/isdb-presidents-statement-on-world-water-day-2021-launching-1st-isdb-water-sector-policy
https://www.isdb.org/news/isdb-presidents-statement-on-world-water-day-2021-launching-1st-isdb-water-sector-policy


   

  

:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
   We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new research and 
major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, collaborations, and initiatives 
across the human rights, humanitarian response and development spheres of action.  WE will not 
reference fundraising announcements, programs, events or appeals, and generally not include content 
which is primarily photo-documentation or video in format. 
 
 
Action Contre la Faim – Action Against Hunger  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org 
Communiqués de presse  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Alliance for International Medical Action (ALIMA)  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://www.alima-ngo.org/en/press-room 
PRESS RELEASES 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://newsroom.amref.org/category/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases     
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Aravind Eye Care System  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://aravind.org/ 
Aravind News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Blue Shield International  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://theblueshield.org/category/bsi-news/ 
BSI News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BRAC  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
http://www.brac.net/#news 
Latest  
50 Years of Bangladesh: A role model in the humanitarian and development sector 
March 23, 2021  
by Dr Muhammad Musa  
   In the last 50 years, Bangladesh has emerged as a role model for developing countries around the   
world. From incredible economic growth to vast strides in education and public health, to major 
contributions in culture and sports, Bangladesh has transformed into not just a leader amongst 
countries in the global South, but a truly global player. 

http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/
https://www.alima-ngo.org/en/press-room
http://amref.org/news/news/
https://newsroom.amref.org/category/press-releases/
https://aravind.org/
https://theblueshield.org/category/bsi-news/
http://www.brac.net/#news
http://blog.brac.net/50-years-of-bangladesh-a-role-model-in-the-humanitarian-and-development-sector/
http://blog.brac.net/author/muhammad-musa/


   

  

 
 
Clubhouse International  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html 
News/Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://drc.ngo/ 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ECPAT  [to 27 Mar 2021]  
http://www.ecpat.net/news 
News from ECPAT 
A milestone in the fight against online child sexual exploitation 
25/03/2021 
   Today, the world’s most widely ratified human rights treaty – the UN Convention on the Rights of the 
Child (CRC) – has adopted General Comment 25, which embeds children’s rights online into its larger 
framework. Eight organisations leading on children’s rights at the global, regional and national levels 
welcome this adoption, including ECPAT International, the Global Partnership to End Violence Against 
Children, the International Telecommunication Union, UNESCO, the WeProtect Global Alliance, World 
Childhood Foundation USA, and the World Health Organization. 
 
 
EIFL – Electronic Information for Libraries  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://www.eifl.net/news 
EIFL works with libraries to enable access to knowledge for education, learning, research and 
sustainable community development 
Zambia library initiative inspires young creatives 
25 Mar 2021 
   Choma Provincial Library in Zambia is transforming the lives of young creatives by providing them 
with training, space and equipment to work (...) 
 
EIFL Digital Research Literacy Training Programme 
22 Mar 2021 
   EIFL has organized a series of 12 webinars to introduce academic (university and research) librarians 
to our new digital research literacy (...) 
 
 
Fountain House  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/  
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html
https://drc.ngo/
http://www.ecpat.net/news
https://www.ecpat.org/news/celebrating-a-milestone-in-the-fight-against-online-child-sexual-exploitation/
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/TBSearch.aspx?TreatyID=5&DocTypeID=11
https://www.eifl.net/news
https://www.eifl.net/news/zambia-library-initiative-inspires-young-creatives
https://www.eifl.net/news/eifl-digital-research-literacy-training-programme-0
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press


   

  

GE2P2 Global  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
www.ge2p2.org 
News/Analysis/Statements/Webinars 
:: Past weekly editions of Vaccines and Global Health: The Week in Review are available here. 
:: New session recording – Center for Informed Consent Integrity – Webinar Series  17 March 2021 
available here 
   Invited speakers Dr. Beate Aurich of the Institut National de la Santé et de la Recherche Médicale 
(INSERM) in Paris, France, and Dr. Eric Vermeulen of the Dutch Patient Association for Rare and 
Genetic Diseases (VSOP) in Soest, Netherlands, discussed their work overall and specifically 
associated with their article:   

BMJ Paediatrcis, 29 November 2020 
Informed consent for neonatal trials: practical points to consider and a check list 
Beate Aurich, Eric Vermeulen, Valéry Elie, Mariette H E Driessens, Christine Kubiak, Donato 
Bonifazi, Evelyne Jacqz-Aigrain 

 
 
Humanity & Inclusion  [nee Handicap International]  [to 27 Mar 2021]  
https://hi.org/en/index 
News 
HI Federation awarded IDEAS Label for the second time  
International | PUBLISHED ON March 25th 2021  
  In November 2020, the Handicap International Federation (HI) obtained the IDEAS Label for the 
second time. Awarded for the next three years, it recognises the quality of the association's practices in 
terms of governance, financial management and evaluation of its actions. 
 
 
Heifer International  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://www.heifer.org/ 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HelpAge International  [to 27 Mar 2021]  
https://www.helpage.org/newsroom/latest-news/ 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
HelpAge partners responding to fire in Cox's Bazar 
   Thousands of older people have been affected by the massive fire that ripped through the camps in 
Bangladesh’s Cox's Bazar, the densely populated refugee camp that is home to more than one million 
Rohyinga refugees. The fire destroyed people’s shelters as well as water points, toilets, bathing 
facilities, health... 
Posted: 25 March 2021 

 
 
ICRC  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports       
New Red Cross and Red Crescent plan to counter “deep and pervasive” inequities in 
pandemic response 

http://www.ge2p2.org/
https://centerforvaccineethicsandpolicy.net/
https://ge2p2global-centerforinformedconsentintegrity.org/webinar-series/
https://ge2p2global-centerforinformedconsentintegrity.org/webinar-series/
https://bmjpaedsopen.bmj.com/content/bmjpo/4/1/e000847.full.pdf
https://hi.org/en/index
https://hi.org/en/the-hi-federation-has-been-awarded-the-ideas-label-again
https://www.heifer.org/
https://www.helpage.org/newsroom/latest-news/
https://www.helpage.org/newsroom/latest-news/helpage-partners-responding-to-needs-of-older-people-affected-by-fire-in-coxs-bazar/
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/new-red-cross-red-crescent-plan-counter-deep-pervasive-inequities-pandemic-response/
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/new-red-cross-red-crescent-plan-counter-deep-pervasive-inequities-pandemic-response/


   

  

   Geneva, 24 March 2021 (ICRC/IFRC) – The International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement has 
today launched a new plan that aims to tackle “deep and pervasive” inequities in the global response to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. While no one has been spared fr … 
24 March 2021 
   
Mexico and Central America: The ICRC presents its 2021 humanitarian report, a call for a 
fair and equal access to vaccination 
   The full report is available hereThe Regional Delegation of the International Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC) for Mexico and Central America has presented its 2021 Humanitarian Report, which 
details its concerns over the exacerbated humanitarian ne 
24-03-2021 | News release 
 
 
IFRC   [to 27 Mar 2021] 
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
New Red Cross and Red Crescent plan to counter “deep and pervasive” inequities in 
pandemic response 
   Geneva, 24 March 2021 (ICRC/IFRC) – The International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement has 
today launched a new plan that aims to tackle “deep and pervasive” inequities in the global response to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. While no one has been spared fr … 
24 March 2021 
 
Asia Pacific, Bangladesh 
Huge rescue and relief effort as fire razes Bangladesh camps 
   Kuala Lumpur/Cox’s Bazar/Geneva, 23 March 2021 – The Bangladesh Red Crescent Society has 
launched one of its biggest ever rescue and relief efforts in the camp settlement in Cox’s Bazar after a 
deadly fire razed several thousand camp houses. More than … 
23 March 2021 
 
Europe, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Tajikistan, Ukraine 
World Tuberculosis Day: IFRC calls for increased TB detection and treatment amid 
pandemic 
   IFRC is urging decision-makers to ensure tuberculosis patients receive life-saving treatment during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, after new research showing the pandemic has set back TB detection by 12 
years. 
23 March 2021 
 
 
International Medical Corps (IMC)   [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/ 
Selected Press Releases/Updates / Alerts 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
IRC  International Rescue Committee  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 
Media highlights [Selected] 

https://www.icrc.org/en/document/mexico-and-central-america-icrc-presents-its-2021-humanitarian-report-call-fair-and-equal
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/mexico-and-central-america-icrc-presents-its-2021-humanitarian-report-call-fair-and-equal
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/new-red-cross-red-crescent-plan-counter-deep-pervasive-inequities-pandemic-response/
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/new-red-cross-red-crescent-plan-counter-deep-pervasive-inequities-pandemic-response/
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/huge-rescue-relief-effort-fire-razes-bangladesh-camps/
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/world-tuberculosis-day-ifrc-calls-increased-tb-detection-treatment-amid-pandemic/
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/world-tuberculosis-day-ifrc-calls-increased-tb-detection-treatment-amid-pandemic/
https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index


   

  

Press Release  
Over 100% price increase in staple food contributes to dire humanitarian need as Yemen 
enters 7th year of war, says IRC 
March 25, 2021  
 
Press Release  
The IRC condemns the multiple attacks against civilians in Niger that have killed over 200 
people in just ten days 
March 25, 2021  
 
Press Release  
IRC assessment finds women and children at risk of violence, sleeping on the street in 
Cox’s Bazar as major fire leaves over 45,000 people without shelter 
March 23, 2021  
 
Press Release  
Syria: IRC statement on hospital attack in western Aleppo 
March 21, 2021  
 
 
IRCT  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://irct.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Islamic Relief Worldwide  [to 27 Mar 2021]  
https://www.islamic-relief.org/ 
Selected Press Releases 
Country (News) 
Yemen: Surge in child malnutrition as funding for world’s largest humanitarian crisis falls 
short 
Published: 26 March, 2021  
 
News 
Islamic Relief has supported 13 million people in Yemen amid a dire humanitarian 
situation 
Published: 26 March, 2021  
 
 
Landsea   [to 27 Mar 2021] 
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Medecins du Monde   [to 27 Mar 2021]  
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/ 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 

https://www.rescue.org/press-release/over-100-price-increase-staple-food-contributes-dire-humanitarian-need-yemen-enters
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/over-100-price-increase-staple-food-contributes-dire-humanitarian-need-yemen-enters
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/over-100-price-increase-staple-food-contributes-dire-humanitarian-need-yemen-enters
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/over-100-price-increase-staple-food-contributes-dire-humanitarian-need-yemen-enters
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/irc-condemns-multiple-attacks-against-civilians-niger-have-killed-over-200-people-just
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/irc-condemns-multiple-attacks-against-civilians-niger-have-killed-over-200-people-just
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/irc-assessment-finds-women-and-children-risk-violence-sleeping-street-coxs-bazar-major
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/irc-assessment-finds-women-and-children-risk-violence-sleeping-street-coxs-bazar-major
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/irc-assessment-finds-women-and-children-risk-violence-sleeping-street-coxs-bazar-major
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/irc-assessment-finds-women-and-children-risk-violence-sleeping-street-coxs-bazar-major
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/irc-assessment-finds-women-and-children-risk-violence-sleeping-street-coxs-bazar-major
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/irc-assessment-finds-women-and-children-risk-violence-sleeping-street-coxs-bazar-major
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/syria-irc-statement-hospital-attack-western-aleppo
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/syria-irc-statement-hospital-attack-western-aleppo
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/syria-irc-statement-hospital-attack-western-aleppo
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/syria-irc-statement-hospital-attack-western-aleppo
https://irct.org/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/yemen-surge-in-child-malnutrition-as-funding-for-worlds-largest-humanitarian-crisis-falls-short/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/yemen-surge-in-child-malnutrition-as-funding-for-worlds-largest-humanitarian-crisis-falls-short/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/yemen-surge-in-child-malnutrition-as-funding-for-worlds-largest-humanitarian-crisis-falls-short/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/yemen-surge-in-child-malnutrition-as-funding-for-worlds-largest-humanitarian-crisis-falls-short/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/yemen-surge-in-child-malnutrition-as-funding-for-worlds-largest-humanitarian-crisis-falls-short/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/yemen-surge-in-child-malnutrition-as-funding-for-worlds-largest-humanitarian-crisis-falls-short/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/islamic-relief-has-supported-13-million-people-in-yemen-amid-a-dire-humanitarian-situation/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/islamic-relief-has-supported-13-million-people-in-yemen-amid-a-dire-humanitarian-situation/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/islamic-relief-has-supported-13-million-people-in-yemen-amid-a-dire-humanitarian-situation/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/islamic-relief-has-supported-13-million-people-in-yemen-amid-a-dire-humanitarian-situation/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/islamic-relief-has-supported-13-million-people-in-yemen-amid-a-dire-humanitarian-situation/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/islamic-relief-has-supported-13-million-people-in-yemen-amid-a-dire-humanitarian-situation/
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/


   

  

 
 
Mercy Corps [to 27 Mar 2021] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
News Releases & Alerts  
March 27, 2021  
News Alert: Myanmar Crisis 
   More than 100 people, including children, were killed Saturday March 27 in Myanmar, bringing the 
total loss of life from...  
 
March 25, 2021  
Remarks by Mercy Corps CEO Tjada D'Oyen McKenna at National Press Club 
   D’Oyen McKenna highlights worrying ripple effects of the pandemic on worsening hunger, poverty 
and conflict. Thank you...  
 
March 25, 2021  
Countries Facing Highest Levels of Conflict Likely to be Among the Last to Achieve 
Widespread COVID-19 Vaccination 
   Mercy Corps CEO details pandemic’s worrying ripple effects WASHINGTON, DC -- At a National Press 
Club event, Mercy Corps...  
 
March 24, 2021  
Aid Agencies: Rise in Fighting Threatens to Push Yemen into New Levels of Violence as 
War Enters Seventh Year 
   As the conflict enters its seventh year on 26 March, new offensives have ignited in Hodeidah, Taiz, 
Hajjah and Marib...  
 
March 23, 2021  
Millions at Risk of Famine as Yemen Crisis Enters Its Seventh Year 
   Now entering its seventh year, the ongoing conflict in Yemen is creating immense suffering, leaving 
some five million...  
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 27 Mar 2021]  
http://www.msf.org/ 
Latest [Selected Announcements 
Coronavirus COVID-19 pandemic  
COVID-19 support desperately needed as second wave overwhelms Yemen  
Press Release 25 Mar 2021  
 
Coronavirus COVID-19 pandemic  
Three questions on worrying COVID-19 surge in Papua New Guinea  
Interview 25 Mar 2021  
 
Coronavirus COVID-19 pandemic  
Vaccines urgently needed as Palestine struggles under surge of COVID-19  
Press Release 24 Mar 2021  
 

http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases
https://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/myanmar
https://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/national-press-club-remarks
https://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/NPC-Countries-facing-conflict-last-to-receive-vaccine
https://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/NPC-Countries-facing-conflict-last-to-receive-vaccine
https://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/Aid-Agencies-Rise-in-Fighting-Threatens-to-Push-Yemen-into-New-Levels-of-Violence
https://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/Aid-Agencies-Rise-in-Fighting-Threatens-to-Push-Yemen-into-New-Levels-of-Violence
https://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/6-year-yemen-anniversary
http://www.msf.org/
https://www.msf.org/covid-19-support-desperately-needed-second-wave-overwhelms-yemen
https://www.msf.org/png-health-system-verge-collapse-following-covid-19-surge
https://www.msf.org/vaccines-needed-palestine-struggles-under-covid-19-surge


   

  

Tuberculosis  
Drug-resistant TB clinical trial ends enrolment early after positive initial data  
Press Release 24 Mar 2021  
 
Ethiopia Tigray crisis  
Tigray violence scatters people across two countries  
Crisis Update 22 Mar 2021  
 
 
Operation Smile  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office 
Program Schedule 
Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve every 
opportunity for safe surgical care.  
 
  
OXFAM [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://www.oxfam.org/en/ 
Press Releases     
Event: the EU and the fight against tax havens  
25 March 2021 
   Tomorrow, Oxfam is hosting a panel event on the EU and the fight against tax havens. The event 
brings together critical voices directly engaged in the current review process of the EU list of tax 
havens (EU governments, European Parliament and European Commission) and civil society (activists 
and journalists) whose work has helped to break the opacity of corporate structures and showcase the 
impact of tax havens in our societies.    
   
Saudi-led Coalition allows ships to Hudaydah Port in Yemen: Oxfam reaction 
24 March 2021 
   Reacting to the reports that the Saudi-led coalition has allowed four ships to dock at the blockaded 
port of Hudaydah Oxfam’s Yemen Country Director Muhsin Siddiquey said: “The move hopefully sets a 
precedent allowing full access of essential food and fuel imports and humanitarian aid to a country on 
the brink of famine. The blockade has been a critical factor in creating the world’s largest humanitarian 
crisis and must be fully lifted to prevent further suffering. 
    
EU leaders should stop squabbling and overrule pharma monopolies to boost supply  
24 March 2021 
   The EU Council meets Thursday 25 to discuss the European-wide scarcity of COVID-19 vaccines that 
is sparking a dispute between European countries and the UK. The People’s Vaccine Alliance, supported 
by more than 50 organisations worldwide, is campaigning for free vaccines for all people around the 
world. It has spokespeople available for interview.  
   
Massive fire in Bangladesh’s Rohingya refugee camps leaves 45,000 people displaced  
24 March 2021 
   A massive fire that swept through the refugee camps of Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh, on Monday has left 
10,000 families—roughly 45,000 people—displaced and in urgent need of food, water, and sanitation 
services, Oxfam warned today. The fire was yet another devastating blow to the Rohingya people who 
fled shocking violence and persecution in Myanmar. 

https://www.msf.org/drug-resistant-tuberculosis-trial-ends-enrolment-after-positive-initial-data
https://www.msf.org/ethiopia-tigray-crisis-update
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office
http://www.operationsmile.org/approach/program-schedule
https://www.oxfam.org/en/
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/event-eu-and-fight-against-tax-havens
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/saudi-led-coalition-allows-ships-hudaydah-port-yemen-oxfam-reaction
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/saudi-led-coalition-allows-ships-hudaydah-port-yemen-oxfam-reaction
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/eu-leaders-should-stop-squabbling-and-overrule-pharma-monopolies-boost-supply
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/massive-fire-bangladeshs-rohingya-refugee-camps-leaves-45000-people-displaced


   

  

   
Yemen at tipping point as Covid-19 second wave hits amid renewed fighting and famine 
fears  
23 March 2021 
   Evidence is mounting that a second wave of Covid-19 is already underway in Yemen, Oxfam warned 
today, with a 22-fold increase in recorded cases in recent weeks. It comes at a time when it is feared 
renewed fighting will force hundreds of thousands of people to flee to safety. 
 
  
Norwegian Refugee Council   [to 27 Mar 2021] 
http://www.nrc.no/ 
Latest news  
Colombia|Venezuela | 26. Mar 2021  
Over 3,000 people displaced by clashes on the Venezuela-Colombia border 
 
Bangladesh | 23. Mar 2021  
Relief operation under way after huge fire in Cox’s Bazar 
   After fire ravaged large parts of Cox’s Bazar refugee complex, the relief operation has begun. The 
Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) is present on the ground, providing vital assistance to the thousands 
of families who are currently homeless and in desperate need.  
 
Bangladesh | 23. Mar 2021  
Devastating fire in Cox’s Bazar 
   Statement from Jan Egeland, Secretary General of the Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC), on the 
devastating fire in Cox’s Bazar refugee camps.  
 
 
Pact  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
http://www.pactworld.org/  
Latest News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Partners In Health  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://www.pih.org/news 
News    
Care, In A Backpack: Fighting TB in Peru 
   Partners In Health has been fighting tuberculosis in Peru for decades. Its latest intervention is 
Mochila TB, a tool that takes testing to patients wherever they may be—from prisons to shelters to 
rural hillside communities.  
March 26, 2021  
 
PIH Stands in Solidarity with Asian American and Pacific Islander Community 
   We remain hopeful that, through collective advocacy and action in support of and alongside the 
Asian American and Pacific Islander community, we can build a stronger, more just, and equitable 
society.  
March 25, 2021  
 

https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/yemen-tipping-point-covid-19-second-wave-hits-amid-renewed-fighting-and-famine-fears
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/yemen-tipping-point-covid-19-second-wave-hits-amid-renewed-fighting-and-famine-fears
http://www.nrc.no/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2021/march/over-3000-people-displaced-by-clashes-on-the-venezuela-colombia-border/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2021/march/relief-operation-under-way-after-huge-fire-in-coxs-bazar/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2021/march/statement-on-the-devastating-fire-in-coxs-bazar/
http://www.pactworld.org/
https://www.pih.org/news
https://www.pih.org/article/care-backpack-fighting-tb-peru
https://www.pih.org/article/pih-stands-solidarity-asian-american-and-pacific-islander-community


   

  

COVID Pandemic Devastating to Global TB Care, But Could Bring Positive Change 
   COVID-19 has severely disrupted care and services for people with tuberculosis, costing hundreds of 
thousands of lives—but safety protocols, infrastructure, and testing capacity implemented for the 
pandemic could have long-term benefits for TB patients around the world, a PIH physician says.  
March 24, 2021  
 
Botšabelo Hospital Leading Lesotho’s Care and Support for TB and COVID-19  
   On World TB Day, PIH Lesotho held community TB screenings in rugged Buta-Buthe District and 
launched intensive TB screening programs in factories and prisons in Maseru, Lesotho’s capital.     
March 24, 2021  
 
Patients Cured Through New TB Drugs, Social Support in Kazakhstan 
   While pregnant with her second child, Maral Shorayeva began experiencing symptoms that felt like a 
cold or flu, but when she went to give birth to her daughter, doctors recognized that something was 
wrong. They suspected she had tuberculosis. Shorayeva, who was 25 at the time, says a nurse took 
her newborn away immediately, without giving her a chance to hold her daughter. She had already 
gone through more than a year of TB treatment while pregnant with her first child, her son Bagdad, 
who was born in 2016.  
March 23, 2021  
 
Healed Again, Whole Again: Curing TB in Sierra Leone 
   PIH and the National TB Program have built up Lakka as a tuberculosis hospital that cures 75 percent 
of its MDR-TB patients—a rate significantly higher than the global average of 57 percent, and one that 
includes patient Saffiatu Sesay.  
March 23, 2021  
 
 
PATH  [to 27 Mar 2021]  
https://www.path.org/media-center/  
Press Releases 
PATH welcomes Dr. Fredrick Were to the board of directors  
March 23, 2021 by PATH 
   PATH’s board of directors has voted to appoint Dr. Fredrick Namenya Were as its new member. Dr. 
Were brings extensive experience in maternal and newborn health, child nutrition, health services and 
immunization. 
 
 
Plan International/BORNEfonden  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Save The Children [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://www.savethechildren.net/news 
News 
26 March 2021 - Sierra Leone 
Thousands, including children, need food and shelter after fire devastates deprived 
community in Sierra Leone 

https://www.pih.org/article/covid-pandemic-devastating-global-tb-care-could-bring-positive-change
https://www.pih.org/article/botsabelo-hospital-leading-lesothos-care-and-support-tb-and-covid-19
https://www.pih.org/article/patients-cured-through-new-tb-drugs-social-support-kazakhstan
https://www.pih.org/article/healed-again-whole-again-curing-tb-sierra-leone
https://www.path.org/media-center/
https://www.path.org/media-center/path-welcomes-dr-fredrick-were-board-directors/
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre
https://www.savethechildren.net/news
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/thousands-including-children-need-food-and-shelter-after-fire-devastates-deprived-community
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/thousands-including-children-need-food-and-shelter-after-fire-devastates-deprived-community
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/thousands-including-children-need-food-and-shelter-after-fire-devastates-deprived-community


   

  

 
25 March 2021 - Bangladesh 
Race to find at least 23 children still missing after Rohingya camp blaze  
 
25 March 2021 - Swaziland 
One third of Eswatini’s population going hungry, Save the Children warns 
 
24 March 2021 - United Kingdom 
Save the Children appoints new Head of Global Media Unit 
 
23 March 2021 - Australia 
AUSTRALIA - Save the Children ready to support children impacted by flooding 
 
 
Tostan  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
http://www.tostan.org 
News/Events 
STORY 1/30] Ramata Camara 
Mar 27, 2021 
  “The work that Tostan does is really extraordinary. I don't even have words to describe it. It is truly 
extraordinary, because we remain convinced, at least as decision-makers, that community development 
will be one of the keys to the development of this... 
 
 
Women for Women International [to 27 Mar 2021]  
https://www.womenforwomen.org/blogs 
Blogs & Updates 
Thinking Ahead: Women for Women International–Iraq in 2021  
March 26, 2021  
    The onset of the pandemic and lockdowns presented even greater obstacles to Iraqi women’s rights 
to education and personal resources. Families were relegated to their homes, without connections to 
their peers and the world beyond. 
 
 
World Vision  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
http://wvi.org/ 
Newsroom  
World Vision mobilises emergency response in aid of the fire at the Rohingya Refugee 
Camp  
March 23rd 2021  
 
World Water Day 2021: Every Child Deserves Clean Water  
March 22nd 2021  
  
:::::: 
 
Electronic Frontiers Foundation   [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://www.eff.org/updates?type=press_release 

https://www.savethechildren.net/news/race-find-least-23-children-still-missing-after-rohingya-camp-blaze
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/race-find-least-23-children-still-missing-after-rohingya-camp-blaze
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/one-third-eswatini%E2%80%99s-population-going-hungry-save-children-warns
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/one-third-eswatini%E2%80%99s-population-going-hungry-save-children-warns
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/save-children-appoints-new-head-global-media-unit
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/save-children-appoints-new-head-global-media-unit
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/australia-save-children-ready-support-children-impacted-flooding
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/australia-save-children-ready-support-children-impacted-flooding
http://www.tostan.org/latest-news
https://www.tostan.org/story-1-30-ramata-camara/
https://www.womenforwomen.org/blogs
https://www.womenforwomen.org/blogs/thinking-ahead-women-women-international-iraq-2021
http://wvi.org/newsroom
https://www.wvi.org/newsroom/world-vision-rohingya-refugee-response/world-vision-mobilises-emergency-response-aid-fire
https://www.wvi.org/newsroom/world-vision-rohingya-refugee-response/world-vision-mobilises-emergency-response-aid-fire
https://www.wvi.org/newsroom/world-vision-rohingya-refugee-response/world-vision-mobilises-emergency-response-aid-fire
https://www.wvi.org/newsroom/world-vision-rohingya-refugee-response/world-vision-mobilises-emergency-response-aid-fire
https://www.wvi.org/newsroom/ghana/world-water-day-2021-every-child-deserves-clean-water
https://www.wvi.org/newsroom/ghana/world-water-day-2021-every-child-deserves-clean-water
https://www.wvi.org/newsroom/ghana/world-water-day-2021-every-child-deserves-clean-water
https://www.wvi.org/newsroom/ghana/world-water-day-2021-every-child-deserves-clean-water
https://www.eff.org/updates?type=press_release


   

  

Press Releases 
March 22, 2021  
Video Hearing Tuesday: EFF Tells California Lawmakers to Crack Down on License Plate 
Data Collection 
   Sacramento – On Tuesday, March 23, at 1:30 pm PT, the Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF) will 
urge California senators to crack down on location tracking by passing SB 210, a bill that would require 
the destruction of automatically collected license plate data within 24 hours of collection, among 
other... 
 
  
Freedom House [to 27 Mar 2021]  
https://freedomhouse.org/ 
Latest Updates  
Armenia: New Amendments Threaten to Stifle Media Freedom and Freedom of Expression  
Press release  
March 26, 2021 
 
US Continues to Ignore Key Accountability Tool for Democratic Crisis in Belarus  
Perspectives  
March 24, 2021 
 
NEW REPORT: US Democracy Has Declined Significantly in the Past Decade, Reforms 
Urgently Needed  
Press release  
March 22, 2021 
 
 
Human Rights Watch  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://www.hrw.org/ 
Featured Commentary, Announcements, Statements 
March 26, 2021  
Argentina: Abusive Covid-19 Measures in Northern Province  
   Authorities in Argentina’s northern province of Formosa are employing often abusive and unsanitary 
measures to prevent the spread of Covid-19. 
 
European Union  
March 26, 2021  News Release  
Lebanon: Action Needed on Syrian Refugee Education Crisis  
 
United States  
March 26, 2021  Commentary  
Growing up as an Asian American, Racism Wasn’t Foreign to Me. Not Much Has Changed.  
Shantha Rau Barriga  
Deputy Executive Director and Joint Chief Operating Officer (Acting)  
 
United States  
March 24, 2021  Dispatches  
Don’t Arm Robots in Policing  

https://www.eff.org/press/releases/video-hearing-tuesday-eff-tells-california-lawmakers-crack-down-license-plate-data
https://www.eff.org/press/releases/video-hearing-tuesday-eff-tells-california-lawmakers-crack-down-license-plate-data
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB210
https://freedomhouse.org/
https://freedomhouse.org/article/armenia-new-amendments-threaten-stifle-media-freedom-and-freedom-expression
https://freedomhouse.org/article/armenia-new-amendments-threaten-stifle-media-freedom-and-freedom-expression
https://freedomhouse.org/article/us-continues-ignore-key-accountability-tool-democratic-crisis-belarus
https://freedomhouse.org/article/us-continues-ignore-key-accountability-tool-democratic-crisis-belarus
https://freedomhouse.org/article/new-report-us-democracy-has-declined-significantly-past-decade-reforms-urgently-needed
https://freedomhouse.org/article/new-report-us-democracy-has-declined-significantly-past-decade-reforms-urgently-needed
https://freedomhouse.org/article/new-report-us-democracy-has-declined-significantly-past-decade-reforms-urgently-needed
https://freedomhouse.org/article/new-report-us-democracy-has-declined-significantly-past-decade-reforms-urgently-needed
https://www.hrw.org/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/03/26/argentina-abusive-covid-19-measures-northern-province
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/03/26/lebanon-action-needed-syrian-refugee-education-crisis
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/03/26/growing-asian-american-racism-wasnt-foreign-me-not-much-has-changed
https://www.hrw.org/about/people/shantha-rau-barriga
https://twitter.com/ShanthaHRW
https://twitter.com/ShanthaHRW
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/03/24/dont-arm-robots-policing


   

  

Mary Wareham  
Advocacy Director, Arms Division 
 
 
Transparency International  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases 
Press 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::  
 
ChildFund Alliance  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://childfundalliance.org/ 
News/ Statements 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
CONCORD  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
http://concordeurope.org/  
Latest News and Events 
Learning and Exchange Forum 2021: Co-creating transformational and innovative 
partnerships 
Mar 26, 2021 | Regional alliances 
This year, our Learning and Exchange Forum 2021 went digital! How could we have imagined that it 
would bring us even closer? With broad participation from influential civil society actors, our discussions 
were centred on how to co-create transformational and innovative partnerships.  
 
 
The Elders  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://theelders.org/news-insight 
Selected Press Releases and Major Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Evidence Aid   [to 27 Mar 2021] 
Evidence Aid aims to save lives and livelihoods in disasters by providing decision-makers with the best 
available evidence and by championing its use. 
http://www.evidenceaid.org/ 
New Resources  
Chloroquine and hydroxychloroquine for COVID‐19 (multiple reviews)  Added March 28, 

2021 
 
Surgical and operating room procedures during the COVID-19 pandemic (multiple reviews)  
Added March 27, 2021 
 
International travel‐related control measures to contain the COVID‐19 pandemic (search 
up to 13 November 2020  )Added March 26, 2021 
 

https://www.hrw.org/about/people/mary-wareham
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases
https://childfundalliance.org/
http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/
https://concordeurope.org/2021/03/26/lef-2021/
https://concordeurope.org/2021/03/26/lef-2021/
https://concordeurope.org/category/workstreams/regional-alliances/
https://theelders.org/news-insight
http://www.evidenceaid.org/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/chloroquine-and-hydroxychloroquine-for-covid%e2%80%9019-multiple-reviews/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/chloroquine-and-hydroxychloroquine-for-covid%e2%80%9019-multiple-reviews/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/chloroquine-and-hydroxychloroquine-for-covid%e2%80%9019-multiple-reviews/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/chloroquine-and-hydroxychloroquine-for-covid%e2%80%9019-multiple-reviews/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/surgical-and-operating-room-procedures-during-the-covid-19-pandemic-multiple-reviews/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/surgical-and-operating-room-procedures-during-the-covid-19-pandemic-multiple-reviews/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/surgical-and-operating-room-procedures-during-the-covid-19-pandemic-multiple-reviews/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/surgical-and-operating-room-procedures-during-the-covid-19-pandemic-multiple-reviews/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/international-travel%e2%80%90related-control-measures-to-contain-the-covid%e2%80%9019-pandemic-search-up-to-13-november-2020/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/international-travel%e2%80%90related-control-measures-to-contain-the-covid%e2%80%9019-pandemic-search-up-to-13-november-2020/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/international-travel%e2%80%90related-control-measures-to-contain-the-covid%e2%80%9019-pandemic-search-up-to-13-november-2020/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/international-travel%e2%80%90related-control-measures-to-contain-the-covid%e2%80%9019-pandemic-search-up-to-13-november-2020/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/rapid-point%e2%80%90of%e2%80%90care-antigen-and-molecular%e2%80%90based-tests-for-sars%e2%80%90cov%e2%80%902-research-up-to-30-september-2020/


   

  

Rapid, point‐of‐care antigen and molecular‐based tests for SARS‐CoV‐2 (research up to 30 
September 2020)  Added March 25, 2021 
 
 
Gavi [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://www.gavi.org/ 
News Releases 
25 March 2021 
COVAX updates participants on delivery delays for vaccines from Serum Institute of India 
(SII) and AstraZeneca 
[See COVID above for detail] 
 
24 March 2021 
Gavi Board approves COVAX Buffer for high-risk groups in humanitarian settings 
[See COVID above for detail] 
 
 
Getty Conservation Institute   [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://www.getty.edu/research/ 
Latest News   
Hostile Terrain 94: Reflections on Immigration and Public-Facing Anthropology 
Talk  Mar 31, 2021, 7p.m. , Location: Online 
 
Art Stories  
The Eternal Glamour of MC Sha-Rock 
   What happened when hip-hop’s first female MC performed at an all-female avant-garde art festival 
Anya Ventura | March 25, 2021 
 
 
Global Fund  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/ 
News & Stories 
News  
TB testing in 2020 dropped drastically due to COVID-19  
24 March 2021  
   On World Tuberculosis Day, new data shows the COVID-19 pandemic has had a devastating impact 
on the fight against another deadly airborne disease: tuberculosis. Global Fund surveys in 13 countries 
with the highest TB burden in the world reveal that 29% fewer people were tested for TB compared to 
2019  
 
Uganda’s Remarkable Response to COVID-19 
23 March 2021  
 
 
Hilton Prize Coalition [to 27 Mar 2021] 
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/ 
Website not responding at inquiry…a continuing condition. 
 

https://evidenceaid.org/resource/rapid-point%e2%80%90of%e2%80%90care-antigen-and-molecular%e2%80%90based-tests-for-sars%e2%80%90cov%e2%80%902-research-up-to-30-september-2020/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/rapid-point%e2%80%90of%e2%80%90care-antigen-and-molecular%e2%80%90based-tests-for-sars%e2%80%90cov%e2%80%902-research-up-to-30-september-2020/
https://www.gavi.org/
https://www.gavi.org/news/media-room/covax-updates-participants-delivery-delays-vaccines-serum-institute-india-sii-az
https://www.gavi.org/news/media-room/covax-updates-participants-delivery-delays-vaccines-serum-institute-india-sii-az
https://www.gavi.org/news/media-room/gavi-board-approves-covax-buffer-high-risk-groups-humanitarian-settings
https://www.getty.edu/research/
https://www.getty.edu/visit/cal/events/ev_3248.html
https://blogs.getty.edu/iris/the-eternal-glamour-of-mc-sha-rock/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/2021-03-24-tb-testing-in-2020-dropped-drastically-due-to-covid-19/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/blog/2021-03-23-ugandas-remarkable-response-to-covid-19/
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/


   

  

 
ICVA - International Council of Voluntary Agencies   [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://icvanetwork.org/ 
Latest resources, events, content 
Statement on Gender-Based Violence in Tigray region of Ethiopia - 22 March 2021  
March, 2021 
 
Supporting the Future of Syria and The Region: Brussels V Conference - March 29th-30th, 
2021  
March 29, 2021 (All day) to March 30, 2021 (All day) 
Online 
 
Geneva Presentation of the Human Development Report 2020  
March 30, 2021 - 3:00pm to 4:30pm 
Online 
 
Discussion on UNHCR’s reforms of the framework for funded partnerships  
March 31, 2021 - 2:00pm to 3:30pm 
Online 
 
 
InterAction  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
http://www.interaction.org/ 
Latest Updates 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
3ie  International Initiative for Impact Evaluation [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://www.3ieimpact.org/ 
Publications/Events/Blogs 
Literature review on selected factors influencing Iron Folic Acid Supplementation in Kenya 
and East Africa 
3ie Working paper 41, 2021 
Brian Njoroge, Alice Mwangi, Alex Okoth, Cynthia Wakadha, Linda Obwao, Billian Amusala, Maria 
Muithya, Virginia Waswa, Daniel Mwendwa, Esther Salee, Tabitha Njeri and Mary Katuto 
 
 
CHS Alliance  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
http://chsalliance.org/ 
Our Impact 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Development Initiatives   [to 27 Mar 2021] 
http://devinit.org/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 

https://icvanetwork.org/
https://www.icvanetwork.org/resources/statement-gender-based-violence-tigray-region-ethiopia-22-march-2021
https://www.icvanetwork.org/node/8807
https://www.icvanetwork.org/node/8807
https://www.icvanetwork.org/node/8809
https://www.icvanetwork.org/node/8808
http://www.interaction.org/
https://www.3ieimpact.org/
https://www.3ieimpact.org/evidence-hub/publications/working-papers/literature-review-selected-factors-influencing-iron-folic
https://www.3ieimpact.org/evidence-hub/publications/working-papers/literature-review-selected-factors-influencing-iron-folic
http://chsalliance.org/
http://devinit.org/news/


   

  

 
::::::  
 
Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action 
(ALNAP)     [to 27 Mar 2021] 
http://www.alnap.org/ 
News/Blog/Events  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre 
LATEST PRESS RELEASES 
Peter Barron announced as new DEC trustee  
24/03/2021  
   The Disasters Emergency Committee (DEC) is pleased to announce that Peter Barron has today 
joined the DEC Board of Trustees as an independent trustee. Peter succeeds Richard Tait CBE who is 
stepping down after serving more than six years on the DEC Board.   
 

 
EHLRA/R2HC/HIF   [to 27 Mar 2021] 
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Geneva Centre of Humanitarian Studies [nee CERAH] – [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://humanitarianstudies.ch/ 
News/Events 
Centre launches new Strategy 2021-2025 
23/03/21 
   The Geneva Centre of Humanitarian Studies, a joint centre of the University of Geneva and the 
Graduate Institute, is proud to launch its 2021-2025 Strategy. The aim of the strategy is to ensure the 
Centre keeps pace with the changing humanitarian landscape as it provides relevant, timely training for 
humanitarian professionals, carries out pertinent research on under-researched issues within the 
sector, and offers a neutral space for debate on sensitive subjects.  
   Visit our Strategy page for more information: https://humanitarianstudies.ch/centre-strategy-2021-
2025/. 
Highlights 
Within the strategy the Centre undertakes to fulfill three institutional commitments to: 
:: breakdown barriers to access learning opportunities for humanitarian professionals in middle and 
lower income countries 
:: ensure our training and research is multi-faceted, and covers a wide range of perspectives and 
schools of thought that explore humanitarianism 
:: adapt the Centre to humanitarian reality by continuously analyzing new trends and under -
researched issues… 
 
 

http://www.alnap.org/
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre
https://www.dec.org.uk/press-release/peter-barron-announced-as-new-dec-trustee
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/
https://humanitarianstudies.ch/
https://humanitarianstudies.ch/centre-launches-new-strategy-2021-2025/
https://humanitarianstudies.ch/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Strategy-2021-2025-170321.pdf
https://humanitarianstudies.ch/centre-strategy-2021-2025/
https://humanitarianstudies.ch/centre-strategy-2021-2025/
https://humanitarianstudies.ch/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Strategy-2021-2025-170321.pdf


   

  

Groupe URD   [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://www.urd.org/en/ 
Publications, Events, News 
From Afghanistan to Yemen, real-time review of the response to the pandemic by partners 
of the DEC in 7 humanitarian contexts 
22/03/2021  
   From October 2020 to January 2021, Groupe URD carried out a real-time review of COVID-19 
programmes funded by the DEC in 7 countries: Afghanistan, Bangladesh, the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo, Syria, South Sudan, Somalia and Yemen. These individual case studies and a synthesis 
report are now available online. These describe the direct and indirect impacts of the health crisis, 
operators’ capacity to adapt, and the importance of the role played by local actors – a role that is all 
the more crucial when it is not possible for international actors to travel to certain areas.  
 
 
International Humanitarian Studies Association  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://ihsa.info/  

Weekly humanitarian blog posts selection 
When there was no aid 
15th-21st March 
   In this weekly selection two contributions on the impact of aid with a review on a challenging book 
on how Somaliland has done better without aid, and an article on how the UK seems to undo its 
achievement of previous decades. 
   While the situation in Myanmar is deteriorating, it remains important to protect the Rohingya that 
have fled the country and previous years, as you will find in a overview article on how Rohingya rights 
continue to be denied and how this crisis continues to fester. And more on the politics of vaccination, 
upholding social protection amidst conflict in Tigray, a view from India on climate refugees, and an 
update of fantastic research work on emerging agency in times of COVID-19. 
 
 
INEE – an international network for education in emergencies   [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://inee.org/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP)  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://phap.org/ 
Association news, events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Sphere  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://spherestandards.org/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Start Network [to 27 Mar 2021] 

https://www.urd.org/en/
https://www.urd.org/en/news/from-afghanistan-to-yemen-real-time-review-of-the-response-to-the-pandemic-by-partners-of-the-dec-in-7-humanitarian-contexts/
https://www.urd.org/en/news/from-afghanistan-to-yemen-real-time-review-of-the-response-to-the-pandemic-by-partners-of-the-dec-in-7-humanitarian-contexts/
https://ihsa.info/
https://mailchi.mp/e4f40c56b7f3/when-there-was-no-aid
https://inee.org/
https://phap.org/
https://spherestandards.org/news/


   

  

https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs 
News and Blog  
Alert 500: Emergency Assistance for Internally Displaced People Affected by Storms in 
Idlib Governorate, Syria 
22 Mar 21  
 
:::::: 
 
Brookings 
http://www.brookings.edu/ 
Accessed 27 Mar 2021 
Report  
Unleashing the creativity of teachers and students to combat climate change: An 
opportunity for global leadership 
Christina Kwauk and Rebecca Winthrop 
Friday, March 26, 2021  
 
Report  
Huawei meets history: Great powers and telecommunications risk, 1840-2021 
Rush Doshi and Kevin McGuiness 
March 2021  
 
Report  
Youth employment in sub-Saharan Africa: Progress and prospects 
Louise Fox and Dhruv Gandhi 
Thursday, March 25, 2021  
 
Access to Health Care  
Enrollment in nongroup health insurance by income group 
Matthew Fiedler 
Thursday, March 25, 2021  
 
Education  
Advanced cognitive skill deserts in the US: Their likely causes and implications 
Caroline Hoxby 
Wednesday, March 24, 2021  
 
Coronavirus (COVID-19)  
Behavior and the dynamic of epidemics 
Andrew G. Atkeson 
Wednesday, March 24, 2021  
 
 
Center for Global Development    [to 27 Mar 2021] 
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center 
Publication 
March 26, 2021 
Incentivizing COVID-19 Vaccine Developers to Expand Manufacturing Capacity 
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   Safe and efficacious vaccines are our best tools for defeating COVID-19, and an unprecedented 
research and development effort has led to 12 vaccines being approved for full, emergency, or limited 
use, globally. But to vaccinate the global population as quickly as possible requires additional 
production capacity. The available global production capacity may be sufficient in aggregate across all 
vaccine manufacturing platforms over an 18- to 24-month window. 
Burak Kazaz , Scott Webster and Prashant Yadav  
 
March 23, 2021 
How Do Development Agencies Support Climate Action? 
   This paper explores how development agencies are integrating climate action into development 
portfolios in response to calls to scale-up climate engagements in alignment with both the Sustainable 
Development Goals and the Paris Agreement. 
Rachael Calleja  
 
 
CSIS  
https://www.csis.org/ 
Accessed 27 Mar 2021 
Selected Report/Events 
Upcoming Event 
Trusting a Covid-19 Vaccine: What’s Next? 
April 9, 2021  
 
Transcript 
Intersecting Pandemics: Adrian Thomas of J&J on Tuberculosis (TB) & Covid-19 
March 24, 2021  
 
Commentary 
Serbia’s Vaccine Influence in the Balkans  
March 24, 2021 |  
By Heather A. Conley, Dejana Saric  
 
Report 
What Did the U.S. Military Learn in the First Year of the Pandemic? 
March 23, 2021 | Mark F. Cancian, Adam Saxton  
In this report, Mark Cancian and Adam Saxton examine the role of the U.S. military in the Covid-19 
response. They consider two questions: how has the military ensured its own readiness during the 
pandemic, and how do militaries best support the civilian response? 
 
Report 
The Changing Military Dynamics of the MENA Region 
March 23, 2021 | Anthony H. Cordesman The United States must restructure its security assistance and 
force posture in the MENA region to respond to the changing dynamics of the political and security 
landscape, writes CSIS’s Burke Chair in Strategy.  
 
Report 
China and El Salvador: An Update 
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March 22, 2021 | Evan Ellis Following El Salvador’s diplomatic flip, the United States not only signaled 
its concern over the advance of China in El Salvador, but began offering the country an expanded array 
of alternatives.  
 
Report 
The Future of Military Engines 
March 22, 2021 | Andrew Philip Hunter DoD’s investment in military aircraft engines will decrease 
significantly, presenting a challenge for the industrial base. DoD must make four major policy choices 
in its investment approach to military engines: priority, resources, business model, and competition.  
 
Report 
CSIS Commission on the Korean Peninsula: Recommendations for the U.S.-Korea Alliance 
March 22, 2021 | John J. Hamre, Joseph S. Nye Jr., Victor Cha In late 2020, CSIS established a 
bipartisan commission on Northeast Asia and the Korean Peninsula to assess and make 
recommendations for the U.S.-Korea alliance. The commission was led by John Hamre and Joseph Nye 
with a group of senior experts and former U.S. officials.  
 
 
Rand  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://www.rand.org/pubs.html 
Selected Research Reports, Featured Journal Articles 
Report 
Independent Evaluation of the Transportation Working Capital Fund: Assessment and 
Recommendations to Improve Effectiveness and Efficiency 
   The authors assess the financial viability and current structure of the Transportation Working Capital 
Fund, which funds U.S. Transportation Command operations, and recommend ways to restructure the 
fund to improve its effectiveness and efficiency. 
Mar 25, 2021 
Michael Vasseur, Ellen M. Pint, Laura H. Baldwin, Maria McCollester, Max Steiner, Liam Regan, Liam 
McLane 
 
Report 
Trends in Postsecondary Education 
   Education levels have been rising for the past 50 years, but declining public support for higher 
education, rising costs of college attendance, and low college completion rates threaten young adults' 
pathway to a two- or four-year college degree. 
Mar 25, 2021 
Christine Mulhern, Melanie A. Zaber 
   
Report 
Getting to Work on Summer Learning: Recommended Practices for Success, 2nd Ed. — 
Executive Summary 
   The authors distill lessons about implementing and improving summer learning programs gleaned 
from a six-year study in the five urban districts participating in the National Summer Learning Project. 
Mar 25, 2021 
Heather L. Schwartz, Jennifer Sloan McCombs, Catherine H. Augustine, Jennifer T. Leschitz 
 
Report 
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Tweeting Out Surveys to Pro-Ukraine Influencers: Exploring the Potential for Enlisting 
Support in the Information Fight Against Russia 
   RAND researchers used Twitter advertisements to solicit survey participation from the most-
influential members of the pro-Ukraine activist community, drawing on key influencers to help counter 
Russian propaganda in the region. 
Mar 24, 2021 
Todd C. Helmus, Krystyna Marcinek, Julia Nething, Danielle Schlang, Ryan Andrew Brown 
  
Report 
Student Experiences in English Corequisite Remediation Versus a Standalone 
Developmental Education Course: Findings from an Experimental Study in Texas 
Community Colleges 
   In this report, researchers use data from a randomized control trial at five community colleges in 
Texas to examine contrasts in student experiences between corequisite remediation and standalone 
developmental education courses. 
Mar 24, 2021 
Lindsay Daugherty, Alexandra Mendoza-Graf, Diana Gehlhaus, Trey Miller, Russell Gerber 
   
Research Brief 
How Does Corequisite Remediation Change Student Experiences? Results from a 
Randomized Study in Five Texas Community Colleges 
   Corequisite remediation for non–college-ready students provides early opportunities to earn credit, 
more-intensive instruction, greater rigor, greater alignment, and increased opportunities to learn from 
peers. 
Mar 24, 2021 
Lindsay Daugherty, Alexandra Mendoza-Graf, Diana Gehlhaus, Trey Miller, Russell Gerber 
 
Report 
Evaluation of IPS Grow: Final report 
   IPS supports people with serious mental illness into employment. This evaluation examines the 
uptake and perceptions of support from IPS Grow by IPS services. We also examine the impact that 
different support had on different services. 
Mar 24, 2021 
Natalie Picken, Joanna Hofman, Lucy Gilder, Emily Ryen Gloinson, Tom Ling 
 
 
RoRI [Research on Research Institute]  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
http://researchonresearch.org/ 
We're an open and independent new initiative providing data, analysis and intelligence on how to make 
research systems more strategic, open, diverse and inclusive. 
RoRI News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Alan Turing Institute 
https://www.turing.ac.uk/news 
News, Research, Events 
No new digest content identified. 
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Unitaid  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://unitaid.org/ 
Featured News 
24 March 2021 
Unitaid reaffirms its commitment to combat tuberculosis in times of COVID-19 
   Geneva – On World Tuberculosis Day 2021, Unitaid renews its strong commitment to fight one the 
world’s deadliest infectious killers. 
   Ensuring wider access to better, simpler and more affordable solutions to stop the spread of 
tuberculosis (TB) has always been at the core of Unitaid’s mission. While the world has come together 
to combat the COVID-19 pandemic, it is now more important than ever to redouble our efforts when it 
comes to TB. 
   Every year, about 1.4 million die from TB and 10 million people fall ill with the disease. The COVID-
19 pandemic has intensified existing access challenges to efficient prevention, diagnosis and care, 
threatening to reverse the gains made over recent years. 
   Disruptions in TB services, diversion of resources and substantial reductions in TB detection have 
been observed. Between 2020 and 2025, an additional 1.4 million TB deaths could be registered as 
direct consequence of the pandemic. 
   Urgent action must be taken to provide wider access to life-saving preventive tools, tests and 
treatments if we want to reach our objective of ending TB by 2030. 
   “In these exceptional times, innovation has proven to be even more critical than ever to tackle 
tuberculosis. We need to redouble our efforts across prevention, diagnosis and treatment to ensure 
that affordable, simpler and adapted solutions are made available in low- and middle-income countries, 
particularly for the people who need them the most” said Dr Philippe Duneton, Unitaid Executive 
Director. 
 
24 March 2021 
Unitaid looks to invest in better tools to improve tuberculosis detection 
 
 
Urban Institute   [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://www.urban.org/publications 
Publications 
A Federal Policy and Climate Migration Briefing for Federal Executive and Legislative 
Officials  
Awareness is growing of the ongoing displacement, relocation, and migration of people and 
communities because of climate change’s effects within the US. That reality, and the public’s 
awareness of it, stands in stark contrast to the blind spots in federal policy. Disaster displacement 
assistance, buyout programs, and involuntary abandonment and resettlement dot a sparse federal 
landscape. A framework of shared  
Carlos Martín, Alexander Williams 
March 26, 2021  
Research Report 
  
Applying Procedural Justice in Community Supervision  
Procedural justice, a framework for authority figures to treat people with fairness and respect, can 
improve probation supervision and core supervision outcomes. This report summarizes the approach 
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and provision outcomes of an effort to develop and pilot a new procedural justice training curriculum 
outlining new tools and practices for probation officers. Analyses of interactions between supervising 
officers and  
Jesse Jannetta, Travis Reginal, Daniel Lawrence, Caitlin Flood, Emily Gold LaGratta 
March 26, 2021  
Research Report 
  
Housing Finance At A Glance: A Monthly Chartbook, March 2021  
The March 2021 edition of At A Glance, the Housing Finance Policy Center’s reference guide for 
mortgage and housing market data, includes updated figures describing the value of the housing 
market, first lien origination volume, cash-out refinances, and the nonbank mortgage origination share. 
Housing Finance at a Glance: Monthly Chartbooks Archive  
Laurie Goodman, Janneke Ratcliffe, Jim Parrott, Karan Kaul, Michael Neal, Jung Hyun Choi, John Walsh, 
Alison Rincon, Gideon Berger, Rylea Luckfield 
March 25, 2021  
Research Report 
  
Federal Reforms to Strengthen Housing Stability, Affordability, and Choice  
Among the many pressing issues for the Biden administration to tackle are the challenges of instituting 
national housing policies that address housing stability and affordability and that ensure affordable 
housing is built and preserved in neighborhoods of opportunity. These challenges are not new, and 
some issues, particularly for renters and communities of color, have been exacerbated by the COVID-
19 pandemic  
Kathryn Reynolds, Lydia Lo, Abby Boshart, Martha M. Galvez 
March 24, 2021  
Brief 
  
Assessing the Impact of Community-Level Initiatives  
Addressing many of the most difficult social problems requires an approach that combines the efforts 
of multiple organizations, often operating in different sectors, coordinating across an entire community. 
Numerous programs overseen by the Administration for Children and Families (ACF) engage in these 
community-level initiatives, or community-level change efforts. These initiatives, however, are 
challenging to  
William J. Congdon, Margaret Simms, Carol J. De Vita 
March 24, 2021  
Research Report 
  
Which Hospitals Could Be Financially Affected by a Public Option?  
Current health reform policy proposals include the introduction of a public option health insurance plan 
that would compete with private health insurance plans. In these proposals, public option plans would 
reimburse for medical services at rates far lower than rates paid by private plans and would be 
comparable with those paid by traditional Medicare. In this brief, we use hospital discharge data to 
identify  
Anuj Gangopadhyaya, Claire O'Brien 
March 23, 2021  
Brief 
  
Financial Vulnerability in the United Kingdom: From Brexit to the COVID-19 Pandemic  
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This brief provides new insights about the ability of UK families to manage daily finances and buffer 
against economic shocks. We developed an index that measures the overall extent of household 
financial vulnerability in the UK and its individual nations, regions, and parliamentary constituencies. 
We present our Financial Vulnerability Index findings from the third quarter of 2017 through to the 
second quarter  
Breno Braga, Signe-Mary McKernan, William J. Congdon, Elizabeth Mandiville, Mark Hayward, 
Christopher Trepel 
March 22, 2021  
Brief 
  
 
The Wistar Institute   [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://www.wistar.org/news/press-releases 
Press Releases 
Mar. 23, 2021  
Richard M. Horowitz Appointed Chair of The Wistar Institute’s Board of Trustees  
   Richard M. Horowitz is the new Chair of Wistar’s Board of Trustees. Looking forward to future growth 
under his guidance, the Institute is grateful to former Chair Helen P. Pudlin for her inspiring 
leadership… Sue Dillon, Ph.D., who is co-founder and CEO of Aro Biotherapeutics, has been elected to 
serve as the new vice-chair. Dillon was previously global therapeutic area head, Immunology, at 
Janssen Research & Development, a pharmaceutical company of Johnson & Johnson.  
 
 
World Economic Forum    [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/ 
Media 
Industry Leaders Create First Unified Cybersecurity Guide for Boards of Directors  
News 23 Mar 2021  
:: Boards of directors need to play a more active role in protecting their organization from the growing 
threat of cyber risks, and few fully understand the risks 
:: A new study found six principles that can be applied across industries and geographies to help 
corporate boards advance their oversight of this systemic risk and call for the change needed to 
prevent future shocks 
:: The World Economic Forum collaborated with the National Association of Corporate Directors and the 
Internet Security Alliance to produce Principles for Board Governance of Cyber Risk to help businesses 
become more resilient against cyber attacks. 
:: Read the report 

 
 
*                      *                       *                        * 
 
 

:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will primarily monitor press/media releases announcing key initiatives and new research from a 
growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, humanitarian 
response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended to be exhaustive, but 
indicative.  
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Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-pr ess/ 
News  
How old is this bat? A new DNA-based test can tell. 
March 23, 2021 
   Molecular clock links immunity, cancer suppression to bats’ extraordinarily long lives; new method 
could also help conservation efforts… 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
Press Releases and Statements  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Blue Meridian Partners [to 27 Mar 2021] 
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/ 
Blue Meridian Partners is a new capital aggregation collaboration that plans to invest at least $1 billion 
in high-performance nonprofits that are poised to have truly national impact for economically 
disadvantaged children and youth.  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Annie E. Casey Foundation   [to 27 Mar 2021] 
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/ 
Newsroom 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clinton Foundation  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements 
Press Releases & Statements 
March 26, 2021  
CGI U 2021 concludes with launch of more than 400 new student Commitments to Action 
to address the COVID-19 pandemic, climate change, systemic racism and social justice, 
food insecurity, and more 
   Washington, DC – This week, President Bill Clinton, former Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton, 
and Clinton Foundation Vice Chair Chelsea Clinton convened 600 student leaders from around the 
world for the 13th annual Clinton Global Initiative University (CGI U) meeting in partnership with 
Howard University. Launched in 2007, CGI U is a leadership development program run by the Clinton 
Foundation to engage the next generation of leaders, and is grounded in the belief that no one is too 
young to make a difference and create positive change in their communities. The program connects 
students with global leaders and peers who help them develop Commitments to Action – new, specific, 
and measurable projects that address societal issues they face on campuses, in local communities, or 
around the world… 
 
 
Co Impact   [to 27 Mar 2021] 
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www.co-impact.io 
Co-Impact is a global philanthropic collaborative for systems change focused on improving the lives of 
millions of people around the world. 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Ford Foundation  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://www.fordfoundation.org/press-room/ 
The Latest 
Ford Foundation Supports Launch of First Global Fund Addressing Key Issues Facing Black 
Women 
25 March 2021 
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
 
J. Paul Getty Trust  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
http://news.getty.edu/ 
Latest News 
March 23, 2021 
New Book Looks at Bold Work of Italian Photographer Mario Giacomelli 
   … Mario Giacomelli: Figure/Ground (Getty Publications, $24.95) covers the photographer’s earliest 
pictures to those made in the final years of his life. This publication celebrates the J. Paul Getty 
Museum’s extensive Giacomelli holdings, formed in large part through a significant gift from Susan 
Steinhauser and her late husband, Daniel Greenberg… 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press 
GHIT was set up in 212 with the aim of developing new tools to tackle infectious diseases that  
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

Grameen Foundation    [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://grameenfoundation.org/stories/press-releases 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/  
Latest  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
Press Releases 
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http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news


   

  

No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IKEA Foundation    [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/ 
Press Releases 
Reimagining refugee camps: what we’ve learned over 8 years in Dollo Ado 
March 25, 2021  
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news  
Press Room     
Research   Mar 26 2021  
How Teeth Sense the Cold 
   An ion channel called TRPC5 acts as a molecular cold sensor in teeth and could serve as a new drug 
target for treating toothaches.  
 
Research   Mar 24 2021  
Behavioral Training Could Help Babies with Rett Syndrome, Mouse Study Suggests 
   Intensive training in young mice staves off symptoms of a rare neurological disorder that afflicts 
young girls. The discovery may spark new ideas for treatments in humans.  
 
 
Kaiser Family Foundation  
https://www.kff.org/search/?post_type=press-release 
Accessed 27 Mar 2021 
March 22, 2021  News Release  
From Accessing Health Care to Work, Childcare, and Caregiving, the COVID-19 Pandemic 
Continues to Disproportionately Impact Women 
   Since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, gender-based disparities have been amplified, particularly 
for women of color and those who are low-income. Two new issue briefs, using data from the 2020 
KFF Women’s Health Survey that took place in November and December of 2020, examine women’s 
experiences during COVID-19. Women’s… 
 
 
Kellogg Foundation  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media 
Selected Announcements  
Equity, opportunity and hope [Foundation Update] 
March 24, 2021 
 
 
Aga Khan Foundation   [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation 
Press Releases 
23 March 2021 
HBL becomes the first Pakistani bank to open a branch in Beijing  

https://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news/250-how-philanthropic-partnerships-can-combat-america-s-opioid-epidemic
https://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news/250-how-philanthropic-partnerships-can-combat-america-s-opioid-epidemic
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/
https://ikeafoundation.org/story/reimagining-refugee-camps-in-dollo-ado/
https://www.hhmi.org/news
https://www.hhmi.org/news/how-teeth-sense-the-cold
https://www.hhmi.org/news/behavioral-training-could-help-babies-with-rett-syndrome-mouse-study-suggests
https://www.kff.org/search/?post_type=press-release
https://www.kff.org/womens-health-policy/press-release/from-accessing-health-care-to-work-childcare-and-caregiving-the-covid-19-pandemic-continues-to-disproportionately-impact-women/
https://www.kff.org/womens-health-policy/press-release/from-accessing-health-care-to-work-childcare-and-caregiving-the-covid-19-pandemic-continues-to-disproportionately-impact-women/
https://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media
https://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media/article/2021/03/equity-opportunity-and-hope
https://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation
https://www.akdn.org/press-release/hbl-becomes-first-pakistani-bank-open-branch-beijing


   

  

 
 
MacArthur Foundation  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
http://www.macfound.org/ 
News, Events, What We’re Learning 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation   [to 27 Mar 2021] 

https://mellon.org/ 
Mellon News, Press Releases 
Grantee News 
Yo-Yo Ma’s Silkroad Receives Largest Gift in its 21-year History 
March 19, 2021 
   Yoyo Ma's Silkroad will expand educational initiatives for socialjustice and equity, and create new 
classical music projects under the leadership of Artistic Director Rhiannon Giddens, thanks to a new 
Mellon grant. 
 
 
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://www.moore.org/news 
News 
Using curiosity to catalyze scientific inquiry — for everyone 
March 25, 2021  
   … Since its launch in September of 2019, the Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation’s $50 million 
Curiosity-Driven Science Initiative has furthered active public engagement with and interest in science 
by investing in experiences that enable everyone — youth and adults, communities and individuals, 
remote and in-person learners — to meaningfully connect with and participate in science. Underlying 
this new initiative is the premise that curiosity is a dynamic resource that drives exploration for 
everybody, not just scientists. With this firmly in mind, the curiosity initiative supports grantees who 
expand access to exploration and discovery in varied and creative ways… 
   “The initiative builds on years of exploratory grant making which tested the notion that we could 
design generative ways to engage the public in authentic scientific pursuits,” described Janet Coffey, 
Ph.D., program director for the Curiosity-Driven Science Initiative… 
 
Nature-based solutions could generate hundreds of billions 
March 24, 2021  
    …Through our Conservation and Markets Initiative, the Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation 
supports projects like the UN Principles for Responsible Investment, to help companies that seek to 
evaluate their carbon and climate risk exposure and to prepare investors for associated portfolio risks… 
 
 
Open Society Foundations  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/newsroom 
Newsroom    
Press release   March 25, 2021  
Open Society Fund Invests in Global Access to Biologics  

http://www.macfound.org/
https://mellon.org/
https://mellon.org/news-blog/articles/yo-yo-mas-silkroad-receives-largest-gift-its-21-year-history/
https://www.moore.org/news
https://www.moore.org/article-detail?newsUrlName=using-curiosity-to-catalyze-scientific-inquiry-for-everyone
https://www.moore.org/initiative-strategy-detail?initiativeId=curiosity-driven-science-initiative
https://www.moore.org/article-detail?newsUrlName=nature-based-solutions-could-generate-hundreds-of-billions
https://www.moore.org/initiative-strategy-detail?initiativeId=conservation-and-markets-initiative
https://www.unpri.org/an-investor-guide-to-negative-emission-technologies-and-the-importance-of-land-use/6644.article
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/newsroom
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/newsroom/open-society-fund-invests-in-global-access-to-biologics


   

  

   NEW YORK—The Open Society Foundations is investing $6 million in a Belgian biotech company that 
is seeking to develop new approaches to manufacturing processes that should enable greater global 
access to biologic pharmaceutical drugs and vaccines. 
   Open Society’s impact investing arm, the Soros Economic Development Fund, has joined other 
leading investment funds in a €70million financing round for Univercells SA, a biologics company 
launched in February 2020. 
   The initial investment will support work on removing existing manufacturing bottlenecks in the 
production of COVID-19 vaccines, and further work to develop distributed manufacturing capacities. 
Univercells’ distributed manufacturing model seeks to decentralize the manufacturing and licensing of 
vaccines, as well as other biologics, by establishing production in key middle-income countries globally, 
thus developing local capacities and expertise that will strengthen regional healthcare systems’ 
resilience and autonomy… 
 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
http://www.packard.org/news/ 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Pew Charitable Trusts  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room 
Press Releases, Statements, Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/ 
Reports/Press Releases 
Mar 26 2021  Press Releases 
Harvard Legal Experts Identify Pathways to Mainstream Produce Prescription Programs 
A new policy strategy report from Harvard Law School’s Center for Health Law and Policy Innovation 
aims to scale up the provision of nutrition benefits in health care and food … 
 
Mar 25 2021  Press Releases 
The Rockefeller Foundation’s New Covid-19 Testing Program Links K-12 Schools with 
Leading Manufacturers and Labs to Safely and Sustainably Reopen in-Person Learning 
21 U.S. Testing Companies Collaborating to Operationalize the American Rescue Plan’s $10 Billion 
Allocation for School-Based Testing NEW YORK | March 25, 2021 – The Rockefeller Foundation 
launches a new … 
 
Mar 24 2021  Press Releases 
Food Systems Game Changers Lab Announces Global Open Call for Innovative Ideas to 
Transform Global Food Systems in Support of First-Ever UN Food Systems Summit 
San Francisco, New York, Basel | March 24, 2021 – Today, the Food Systems Game Changers Lab 
announced the launch of  The Global Open Call – an invitation to individuals, teams, institutions, … 
 
Mar 24 2021  Press Releases 

http://www.packard.org/news/
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/news/harvard-legal-experts-identify-pathways-to-mainstream-produce-prescription-programs/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/news/new-covid-19-testing-program-links-k-12-schools-with-leading-manufacturers-and-labs-to-safely-and-sustainably-reopen-in-person-learning/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/news/new-covid-19-testing-program-links-k-12-schools-with-leading-manufacturers-and-labs-to-safely-and-sustainably-reopen-in-person-learning/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/news/global-open-call-for-first-ever-un-food-systems-summit/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/news/global-open-call-for-first-ever-un-food-systems-summit/


   

  

SHIELD Illinois and SHIELD CU expand innovative Covid-19 saliva-based testing to 
underserved K-12 schools in Illinois through a $1.4 million grant from The Rockefeller 
Foundation 
SHIELD K-12 program will scale-up rapid testing in Illinois K-12 schools to protect students, teachers, 
and staff from Covid-19 outbreaks Urbana, Illinois | March 30, 2021 – The University of … 
 
Mar 23 2021  Press Releases 
UnidosUS Unveils Esperanza Hope for All 
New public health communications and outreach campaign is a $15 million investment to ensure the 
health, economic and education recovery of the Latino community, with a major emphasis on vaccine  
 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom.html 
Latest News and Highlights 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Science Philanthropy Alliance   [to 27 Mar 2021] 
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/ 
“…a group of organizations working together to increase philanthropic support for basic scientific 
research on a global basis…” 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SDGFunders  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
http://sdgfunders.org/ 
SDG Philanthropy Platform is a collaboration between philanthropy and the greater international 
development community led by Foundation Center, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
and Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, and supported by the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, Ford 
Foundation and the MasterCard Foundation, the Brach Family Foundation, and other key organizations 
such as Asociación de Fundaciones Empresariales (AFE) in Colombia, Brach Family Charitable 
Foundation, CAF America, Council on Foundations, East Africa Association of Grantmakers (EAAG), 
European Foundation Centre, Filantropi Indonesia (FI), GlobalGiving, The Humanitarian Forum, World 
Congress of Muslim Philanthropists, and Worldwide Initiatives for Grantmaker Support (WINGS). 
Selected Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://sloan.org/about/press  
Press Releases  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
Explainer 

https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/news/shield-illinois-and-shield-cu-expand-innovative-covid-19-saliva-based-testing/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/news/shield-illinois-and-shield-cu-expand-innovative-covid-19-saliva-based-testing/
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https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/news/unidosus-unveils-esperanza-hope-for-all/
https://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom.html
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Why we need to share vaccine doses now and why COVAX is the right way to do it  
26 March 2021 
 
Blog 
Has Covid-19 changed researcher behaviour?  
Georgina Humphreys 
25 March 2021 
 

:::::: 
 
Candid [formerly Foundation Center and GuideStar]  [to 27 Mar 2021 
https://candid.org/about/press-room?fcref=pg 
Press Room 
March 26, 2021  
Nearly 500 Foundation Leaders Unite to Push for More Support of Asian Americans 
Source: The Chronicle of Philanthropy  
 
 
Council on Foundations  [to 27 Mar 2021] 
https://www.cof.org/newsroom 
Newsroom/Blog Posts 
No new digest content identified. 

 
 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 
 

:: Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in human 
rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be exhaustive. We will 
add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon recommendation from 
readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content but note that successful access 
to some of the articles and other content may require subscription or other access arrangement unique 
to the publisher. Please suggest additional journals you feel warrant coverage. 
 
 
AJOB Empirical Bioethics 
Volume 12, 2020 Issue 1  
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/uabr21/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
AMA Journal of Ethics 
Volume 23, Number 2: E83-211 Mar 2021 
https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/issue/racial-and-ethnic-health-equity-us-part-2 
Racial and Ethnic Health Equity in the US: Part 2 
   Health equity is defined by the World Health Organization as the “absence of unfair and avoidable or 
remediable differences in health among social groups.” Domestically and globally, health inequity is not 

https://wellcome.org/news/why-we-need-share-vaccine-doses-now-and-why-covax-right-way-do-it
https://wellcome.org/news/has-covid-19-changed-researcher-behaviour
https://candid.org/about/press-room?fcref=pg
https://www.philanthropy.com/article/hundreds-of-foundation-leaders-unite-to-push-for-more-support-of-asian-americans
https://www.cof.org/newsroom
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/uabr21/current
https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/issue/racial-and-ethnic-health-equity-us-part-2
https://www.who.int/sdhconference/resources/ConceptualframeworkforactiononSDH_eng.pdf
https://www.who.int/sdhconference/resources/ConceptualframeworkforactiononSDH_eng.pdf


   

  

a historical accident. Inequity today is not unfortunate—that is, not a product of a mere turn of the 
proverbial cosmic wheel—but unjust—that is, generated by colonial, White supremacist policies and 
practices structured and maintained over time, forged to persist in hierarchies that serve some of us, 
our ancestors, and our descendants well and some of us, our ancestors, and our descendants ill. 
This first of a 2-part theme issue focuses specifically on racial and ethnic inequity in morbidity, 
mortality, and access to services that are endemic to American life. We investigate health inequity as a 
product of transgenerational patterns of oppression that must be remediated by all of us 
compassionately and more deliberately and quickly than they were created.  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
March 2021 Volume 49  Issue 3  p281-408 
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
March 2021 Volume 60  Issue 3  p311-452 
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
March 2021  111(3) 
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
Volume 104, Issue 1, January 2021  
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/14761645/104/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
March 2021   Volume 174, Issue 3 
http://annals.org/aim/issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Antiquity – A Review of World Archeology 
Latest Issue: Issue 379 - February 2021 
https://antiquity.ac.uk/latest 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Artificial Intelligence – An International Journal 

http://www.ajicjournal.org/current
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/14761645/104/1
http://annals.org/aim/issue
https://antiquity.ac.uk/latest


   

  

Volume 293  April 2021 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/artificial-intelligence/vol/293/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed 27 Mar 2021) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Global Health 
March 2021 - Volume 6 - 3 
https://gh.bmj.com/content/6/3 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 27 Mar 2021) 
Research article 
Defining safety net hospitals in the health services research literature: a systematic review 
and critical appraisal  
Authors: Jennifer L. Hefner, Tory Harper Hogan, William Opoku-Agyeman and Nir Menachemi 
Citation: BMC Health Services Research 2021 21:278  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 25 March 2021 
Abstract 
Background 
The aim of this study was to identify the range of ways that safety net hospitals (SNHs) have been 
empirically operationalized in the literature and determine the extent to which patterns could be 
identified in the use of empirical definitions of SNHs. 
Methods 
We conducted a PRISMA guided systematic review of studies published between 2009 and 2018 and 
analyzed 22 articles that met the inclusion criteria of hospital-level analyses with a clear SNH definition. 
Results 
Eleven unique SNH definitions were identified, and there were no obvious patterns in the use of a 
definition category (Medicaid caseload, DSH payment status, uncompensated care, facility 
characteristics, patient care mix) by the journal type where the article appeared, dataset used, or the 
year of publication. 
Conclusions 
Overall, there is broad variability in the conceptualization of, and variables used to define, SNHs. Our 
work advances the field toward the development of standards in measuring, operationalizing, and 
conceptualizing SNHs across research and policy questions 
 
 
BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/artificial-intelligence/vol/293/suppl/C
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/
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(Accessed 27 Mar 2021) 
Measles and rubella serosusceptibity among population vaccinated with different 
schedules: the potential impact on measles-rubella elimination in Iran  
Iranian children were vaccinated with the scheduled two doses of monovalent measles vaccine (mMV) 
from 1984. In December 2003, a nationwide campaign of measles-rubella (MR) immunization was 
established to vacc...  
Authors: Hana Saffar, Maryam Khalifeloo, Mohammad-Jafar Saffar, Alireza Abdollahi, Mohammad-Reza 
Parsaei, Gholam-Reza Ghorbani, Samaneh Salarvand and Mohsen Aarabi 
Citation: BMC Infectious Diseases 2021 21:305  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 25 March 2021 
 
 
BMC Medical Ethics  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 
(Accessed 27 Mar 2021)  
Considerations for applying bioethics norms to a biopharmaceutical industry setting  
Authors: Luann E. Van Campen, Tatjana Poplazarova, Donald G. Therasse and Michael Turik 
Citation: BMC Medical Ethics 2021 22:31  
Content type: Debate 
Published on: 25 March 2021 
Abstract 
Background: The biopharmaceutical industry operates at the intersection of life sciences, clinical 
research, clinical care, public health, and business, which presents distinct operational and ethical 
challenges. This setting merits focused bioethics consideration to complement legal compliance and 
business ethics efforts. However, bioethics as applied to a biopharmaceutical industry setting often is 
construed either too broadly or too narrowly with little examination of its proper scope. 
Main text: Any institution with a scientific or healthcare mission should engage bioethics norms to 
navigate ethical issues that arise from the conduct of biomedical research, delivery of clinical care, or 
implementation of public health programs. It is reasonable to assume that while bioethics norms must 
remain constant, their application will vary depending on the characteristics of a given setting. Context 
“specification” substantively refines ethics norms for a particular discipline or setting and is an 
expected, needed and progressive ethical activity. In order for this activity to be meaningful, the scope 
for bioethics application and the relevant contextual factors of the setting need to be delineated and 
appreciated. This paper defines biopharmaceutical bioethics as: the application of bioethics norms 
(concepts, principles, and rules) to the research, development, supply, commercialization, and clinical 
use of biopharmaceutical healthcare products. It provides commentary on this definition, and presents 
five contextual factors that need to be considered when applying bioethics norms to a 
biopharmaceutical industry setting: (1) dual missions; (2) timely and pragmatic guidance; (3) resource 
stewardship; (4) multiple stakeholders; and (5) operational complexity. 
Conclusion: Understanding the scope of the biopharmaceutical enterprise and contextual factors of a 
biopharmaceutical industry setting is foundational for the application of bioethics norms. Establishing a 
common language and approach for biopharmaceutical bioethics will facilitate breadth and depth of 
discussion and subsequent implementation to benefit patients, the healthcare system and society. 
 
Pharmacy stakeholder reports on ethical and logistical considerations in anti-opioid 
vaccine development  

https://bmcinfectdis.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12879-021-05970-7
https://bmcinfectdis.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12879-021-05970-7
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As opioid use disorder (OUD) incidence and its associated deaths continue to persist at elevated rates, 
the development of novel treatment modalities is warranted. Recent strides in this therapeutic area 
inclu...  
Authors: Vincent Wartenweiler, Grace Chung, Amy Stewart and Cody Wenthur 
Citation: BMC Medical Ethics 2021 22:30  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 25 March 2021 
 
The use of personal health information outside the circle of care: consent preferences of 
patients from an academic health care institution  
Immense volumes of personal health information (PHI) are required to realize the anticipated benefits 
of artificial intelligence in clinical medicine. To maintain public trust in medical research, consent poli...  
Authors: Sarah Tosoni, Indu Voruganti, Katherine Lajkosz, Flavio Habal, Patricia Murphy, Rebecca K. S. 
Wong, Donald Willison, Carl Virtanen, Ann Heesters and Fei-Fei Liu 
Citation: BMC Medical Ethics 2021 22:29  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 24 March 2021 
 
 
BMC Medicine 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content 
(Accessed 27 Mar 2021)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content 
(Accessed 27 Mar 2021) 
Current trends and geographical differences in therapeutic profile and outcomes of COVID-
19 among pregnant women - a systematic review and meta-analysis  
Authors: Pallavi Dubey, Bhaskar Thakur, Sireesha Reddy, Carla A. Martinez, Md Nurunnabi, Sharron L. 
Manuel, Sadhana Chheda, Christina Bracamontes and Alok K. Dwivedi 
Citation: BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 2021 21:247  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 24 March 2021 
Abstract 
Background 
Coronavirus disease (COVID-19) has been associated with adverse pregnancy outcomes. Due to the 
lack of effective treatments for COVID-19, it becomes imperative to assess the geographical differences 
and trends in the current clinical care and outcomes of COVID-19 in pregnant women. 
Methods 
A PubMed search was performed to screen articles reporting therapeutics and outcomes of confirmed 
COVID-19 in pregnant women prior to August 27, 2020. We performed searches, quality assessments 
of eligible studies, extracted and reported data according to PRISMA guidelines. Meta-analyses and 
cumulative meta-analyses of proportions were performed for estimating each outcome and their 
pattern over time respectively. 
Results 
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One thousand two hundred thirty nine pregnant women with COVID-19 from 66 studies were analyzed. 
In case series analysis reflecting average-risk patients, the proportion of oxygen support, antibiotics, 
antivirals, and plasma therapy administration except for hydroxychloroquine was substantially higher in 
Asian studies (55, 78, 80, 6, and 0%) compared to the US (7, 1, 12, 0, and 7%) or European (33, 12, 
14, 1, and 26%) studies, respectively. The highest preterm birth and the average length of hospital 
stay (35%, 11.9 days) were estimated in Asian studies compared to the US studies (13%, 9.4 days) 
and European studies (29%, 7.3 days), respectively. Even in case reports reflecting severe cases, the 
use of antivirals and antibiotics was higher in Asian studies compared to the US, Latin American, and 
European studies. A significant decline in the use of most therapeutics along with adverse outcomes of 
COVID-19 in pregnant women was observed. 
Conclusions 
Geographical differences in therapeutic practice of COVID-19 were observed with differential rates of 
maternal and clinical outcomes. Minimizing the use of some therapeutics particularly antibiotics, 
antivirals, oxygen therapy, immunosuppressants, and hydroxychloroquine by risk stratification and 
careful consideration may further improve maternal and clinical outcomes. 
 
 
BMC Public Health 
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles 
(Accessed 27 Mar 2021) 
Lessons learned from conducting six multi-country mixed-methods effectiveness research 
studies on water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) interventions in humanitarian response  
Authors: Daniele Lantagne, Lilian Lehmann, Travis Yates, Karin Gallandat, Mustafa Sikder, Marta 
Domini and Gabrielle String 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2021 21:560  
Content type: Research in practice 
Published on: 22 March 2021 
Abstract 
Background 
Provision of safe water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) to affected populations in humanitarian 
emergencies is necessary for dignity and communicable disease control. Additional evidence on WASH 
interventions is needed in humanitarian settings. Between 2008 and 2019, we completed six multi-
country, mixed-methods effectiveness studies in humanitarian response on six different WASH 
interventions. In each evaluation, we conducted: key informant interviews; water point observations 
and water quality testing; household surveys with recipients, including survey and water quality 
testing; focus group discussions; and/or, secondary data analysis. The research questions were: “What 
is the effectiveness of [intervention] in reducing the risk of diarrhea/cholera transmission; and, what 
programmatic factors lead to higher effectiveness?” 
Discussion 
In all six multi-country, mixed-methods evaluations, policy-relevant outcomes were obtained. We 
found, in our individual research results, that: interventions could reduce the risk of disease in 
humanitarian contexts; this reduction of risk did not always occur, as there were large ranges in 
effectiveness; and, implementation factors were crucial to intervention effectiveness. When 
collaboratively reviewing our research process across evaluations, we found strategies for successfully 
conducting this research included: 1) working with partners to identify and evaluate programs; 2) 
rapidly obtaining approvals to deploy; and, 3) conducting research methodologies consistently. 
Personal connections, in-person communication, trust, and experience working together were key 
factors for success in identifying partners for evaluation. Successes in evaluation deployment occurred 
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with flexibility, patience, commitment of adequate time, and understanding of processes; although we 
note access and security concerns in insecure contexts precluded deployment. Consistent and robust 
protocols, flexibility, and a consistent researcher on the ground in each context allowed for 
methodological consistency and high-quality results. 
Conclusions 
In conclusion, we have found multi-country, mixed-methods results to be one crucial piece of the 
WASH evidence base in humanitarian contexts. This is particularly because evaluations of reductions in 
risk from real-world programming are policy-relevant, and are directly used to improve programming. 
In future, we need to flexibly work with donors, agencies, institutions, responders, local governments, 
local responders, and beneficiaries to design safe and ethical research protocols to answer questions 
related to WASH interventions effectiveness in humanitarian response, and, improve WASH 
programming. 
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Care, RAND Corporation, Santa Monica, CA 90401-3208, USA; eapaydin@rand.org 
First published November 10, 2020. 
Abstract 
Objectives - Genetic therapies replace or inactivate disease-causing genes or introduce new or modified 
genes. These therapies have the potential to cure in a single application rather than treating symptoms 
through repeated administrations. This evidence map provides a broad overview of the genetic 
therapies that have been evaluated in randomised controlled trials (RCTs) for efficacy and safety. 
Eligibility criteria - Two independent reviewers screened publications using predetermined eligibility 
criteria. Study details and data on safety and efficacy were abstracted from included trials. Results 
were visualised in an evidence map. 
Information sources - We searched PubMed, EMBASE, Web of Science, ClinicalTrials.gov and grey 
literature to November 2018. 
Risk of bias - Only RCTs were included in this review to reduce the risk of selection bias in the 
evaluation of genetic therapy safety and efficacy. 
Included studies - We identified 119 RCTs evaluating genetic therapies for a variety of clinical 
conditions. 
Synthesis of results - On average, samples included 107 participants (range: 1–1022), and were 
followed for 15 months (range: 0–124). Interventions using adenoviruses (40%) to treat cardiovascular 
diseases (29%) were the most common. 
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Description of the effect - In RCTs reporting safety and efficacy outcomes, in the majority (60%) 
genetic therapies were associated with improved symptoms but in nearly half (45%) serious adverse 
event (SAEs) were also reported. Improvement was reported in trials treating cancer, cardiovascular, 
ocular and muscular diseases. However, only 19 trials reported symptom improvement for at least 
1 year. 
Strengths and limitations of evidence -This is the first comprehensive evidence map of RCTs evaluating 
the safety and efficacy of genetic therapies. Evidence for long-term effectiveness and safety is still 
sparse. This lack of evidence has implications for the use, ethics, pricing and logistics of genetic 
therapies. 
Interpretation - This evidence map provides a broad overview of research studies that allow strong 
evidence statements regarding the safety and efficacy of genetic therapies. Most interventions improve 
symptoms, but SAE are also common. More research is needed to evaluate genetic therapies with 
regard to the potential to cure diseases. 
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Content type: Research 
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Abstract 
Background 
An estimated 70.8 million people are forcibly displaced worldwide, 75% of whom are women and 
children. Prioritizing a global research agenda to inform guidance, service delivery, access to and 
quality of services is essential to improve the survival and health of women, children and adolescents in 
humanitarian settings. 
Method 
A mixed-methods design was adapted from the Child Health and Nutrition Research Initiative (CHNRI) 
methodology to solicit priority research questions across the sexual, reproductive, maternal, newborn, 
child and adolescent health (SRMNCAH) domains in humanitarian settings. The first step (CHNRI) 
involved data collection and scoring of perceived priority questions, using a web-based survey over two 
rounds (first, to generate the questions and secondly, to score them). Over 1000 stakeholders from 
across the globe were approached; 177 took part in the first survey and 69 took part in the second. 
These research questions were prioritized by generating a research prioritization score (RPP) across 
four dimensions: answerability, program feasibility, public health relevance and equity. A Delphi 
process of 29 experts followed, where the 50 scored and prioritized CHRNI research questions were 
shortlisted. The top five questions from the CHNRI scored list for each SRMNCAH domain were voted 
on, rendering a final list per domain. 
Results 
A total of 280 questions were generated. Generated questions covered sexual and reproductive health 
(SRH) (n = 90, 32.1%), maternal health (n = 75, 26.8%), newborn health (n = 42, 15.0%), child health 
(n = 43, 15.4%), and non-SRH aspects of adolescent health (n = 31, 11.1%). A shortlist of the top ten 
prioritized questions for each domain were generated on the basis of the computed RPPs. During the 
Delphi process, the prioritized questions, based on the CHNRI process, were further refined. Five 
questions from the shortlist of each of the SRMNCAH domain were formulated, resulting in 25 priority 
questions across SRMNCAH. For example, one of the prioritized SRH shortlisted and prioritized research 
question included: “What are effective strategies to implement good quality comprehensive 
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contraceptive services (long-acting, short-acting and EC) for women and girls in humanitarian 
settings?” 
Conclusion 
Data needs, effective intervention strategies and approaches, as well as greater efficiency and quality 
during delivery of care in humanitarian settings were prioritized. The findings from this research 
provide guidance for researchers, program implementers, as well as donor agencies on SRMNCAH 
research priorities in humanitarian settings. A global research agenda could save the lives of those who 
are at greatest risk and vulnerability as well as increase opportunities for translation and innovation for 
SRMNCAH in humanitarian settings. 
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Abstract 
Background 
At the global level and in the Arab world, particularly in low-income countries, COVID-19 remains a 
major public health issue. As demonstrated by an incredible number of COVID-19-related publications, 
the research science community responded rapidly. Therefore, this study was intended to assess the 
growing contribution of the Arab world to global research on COVID-19. 
Methods 
For the period between December 2019 and March 2021, the search for publications was conducted via 
the Scopus database using terms linked to COVID-19. VOSviewer 1.6.16 software was applied to 
generate a network map to assess hot topics in this area and determine the collaboration patterns 
between different countries. Furthermore, the research output of Arab countries was adjusted in 
relation to population size and gross domestic product (GDP). 
Results 
A total of 143,975 publications reflecting the global overall COVID-19 research output were retrieved. 
By restricting analysis to the publications published by the Arab countries, the research production was 
6131 documents, representing 4.26% of the global research output regarding COVID-19. Of all these 
publications, 3990 (65.08%) were original journal articles, 980 (15.98%) were review articles, 514 
(8.38%) were letters and 647 (10.55%) were others, such as editorials or notes. The highest number 
of COVID-19 publications was published by Saudi Arabia (n = 2186, 35.65%), followed by Egypt 
(n = 1281, 20.78%) and the United Arab Emirates (UAE), (n = 719, 11.73%). After standardization by 
population size and GDP, Saudi Arabia, UAE and Lebanon had the highest publication productivity. The 
collaborations were mostly with researchers from the United States (n = 968), followed by the United 
Kingdom (n = 661). The main research lines identified in COVID-19 from the Arab world are related to: 
public health and epidemiology; immunological and pharmaceutical research; signs, symptoms and 
clinical diagnosis; and virus detection. 
Conclusions 
A novel analysis of the latest Arab COVID-19-related studies is discussed in the current study and how 
these findings are connected to global production. Continuing and improving future collaboration 
between developing and developed countries will also help to facilitate the sharing of responsibilities 
for COVID-19 in research results and the implementation of policies for COVID-19. 
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Abstract 
In recent years, a variety of ‘accelerated access’ schemes have been introduced by pharmaceutical 
regulators and funders globally. These schemes aim to overcome perceived regulatory and 
reimbursement barriers to accessing medicines – particularly for patients with limited time or 
therapeutic options. However, patient access to approved medicines is mediated by a number of third 
parties including regulators and payers, and physicians who act both as gatekeepers and guides to 
prescribed medications. It is therefore essential to know how physicians think about accelerated access 
as they are responsible for advising patients on and prescribing medicines made available via these 
pathways. We conducted semi-structured interviews with 18 Australian physicians focusing on their 
attitudes towards accelerated access. We identified three ‘archetypes’ of physicians: ‘confident 
accelerators’, ‘cautious accelerators’, and ‘decelerators’. Although all acknowledged the potential risks 
and benefits of accelerated access, they disagreed on their magnitude and extent and how they should 
be balanced in both policy formation and clinical practice. Overall, our results illustrate the diversity of 
clinical opinions in this area and the importance of monitoring both the prescribing and clinical 
outcomes that result from accelerated access programmes to ensure that these are both clinically and 
morally acceptable. 
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Humanitarian Exchange Magazine 
Number 78,  October 2020  
https://odihpn.org/magazine/inclusion-of-persons-with-disabilities-in-humanitarian-action-what-now/ 
Disability inclusion in humanitarian action 
by HPN October 2020  
The theme of this edition of Humanitarian Exchange, co-edited with Sherin Alsheikh Ahmed from 
Islamic Relief Worldwide, is disability inclusion in humanitarian action. Persons with disabilities are not 
only disproportionately impacted by conflicts, disasters and other emergencies, but also face barriers to 
accessing humanitarian assistance. At the same time, global commitments and standards and the IASC 
Guidelines on the inclusion of persons with disabilities in humanitarian action all emphasise how 
persons with disabilities are also active agents of change. Disability and age-focused organisations have 
led on testing and demonstrating how inclusion can be done better. Yet despite this progress, 
challenges to effective inclusion remain. 
 
As Kirstin Lange notes in the lead article, chief among these challenges is humanitarian agencies’ lack 
of engagement with organisations of persons with disabilities. Simione Bula, Elizabeth Morgan and 
Teresa Thomson look at disability inclusion in humanitarian response in the Pacific, and Kathy Al Jubeh 
and Alradi Abdalla argue for a ‘participation revolution’, building on learning from the gender 
movement. Tchaurea Fleury and Sulayman AbdulMumuni Ujah outline how the Bridge Article 11 
training initiative is encouraging constructive exchange between humanitarian and disability actors. The 
lack of good, disaggregated data is highlighted by Sarah Collinson; Frances Hill, Jim Cranshaw and 
Carys Hughes emphasise the need for training resources in local languages and accessible formats; and 
Sophie Van Eetvelt and colleagues report on a review of the evidence on inclusion of people with 
disabilities and older people. 
 
Rebecca Molyneux and co-authors analyse the findings of a review of a DFID programme in north-east 
Nigeria, while Carolin Funke highlights the importance of strategic partnerships between disability-
focused organisations, drawing on her research in Cox’s Bazar. Sherin Alsheikh Ahmed describes 
Islamic Relief Worldwide’s approach to mainstreaming protection and inclusion, while Pauline Thivillier 
and Valentina Shafina outline IRC’s Client Responsive Programming. The edition ends with reflections 
by Mirela Turcanu and Yves Ngunzi Kahashi on CAFOD’s SADI approach. 
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Flora Cohen, Lauren Yaeger 
First Published March 17, 2021.https://doi.org/10.1177/2633489521998790 
Abstract 
Background: 
Decades of war, famines, natural disasters, and political upheaval have led to the largest number of 
displaced persons in human history. The refugee experience is fraught with obstacles from preflight to 
resettlement, leading to high rates of mental distress including post-traumatic stress disorder, 
depression, and anxiety. However, there is a paucity of mental health services for refugees in transit. 
To meet the needs of this vulnerable population, researchers are experimenting with teaching lay 
community members basic tools for the delivery of mental health and psychosocial support services 
(MHPSS). However, there are research gaps about the use of implementation science to inform the 
delivery of applicable interventions, especially within low resource settings, and even less in the 
humanitarian context. 
Methods: 
This review utilizes an implementation science framework (RE-AIM) to assess the reach, effectiveness, 
adoption, implementation, and maintenance of these interventions. Studies included varying 
interventions and modes of delivery within refugee camp and urban settings. A comprehensive search 
strategy led to the inclusion and analysis of 11 unique studies. 
Results: 
While current research documents adaptation strategies, feasibility, and fidelity checks through routine 
monitoring, there is still a dearth of evidence regarding capacity building of lay providers in 
humanitarian settings. Barriers to this data collection include a lack of homogeneity in outcomes across 
studies, and a lack of comprehensive adaptation strategies which account for culture norms in the 
implementation of interventions. Furthermore, current funding prioritizes short-term solutions for 
individuals who meet criteria for mental illnesses and therefore leaves gaps in sustainability, and more 
inclusive programming for psychosocial services for individuals who do not meet threshold criteria. 
Conclusion: 
Findings contribute to the literature about task-shifting for MHPSS in humanitarian contexts, especially 
illuminating gaps in knowledge about the lay counselor experiences of these interventions. 
Plain language summary: 
There is a growing number of refugees forced to make homes in temporary camps or urban centers as 
they await resettlement, a process that can last decades. These refugees are at risk of serious mental 
health outcomes due to ongoing stress and trauma. One strategy commonly used in global mental 
health is the training of lay providers to deliver basic mental health and psychosocial programming to 
communities. While this tactic is currently being tested in refugee settings, there is limited evidence 
about the implementation of this strategy. The following scoping review aims to assess the 
implementation of task-shifting interventions within refugee settings, through the use of a robust 
implementation science framework. 
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Research article   Abstract only 
Knowledge management and humanitarian organisations in the Asia-Pacific: Practices, 
challenges, and future pathways 
Mely Caballero-Anthony, Alistair D.B. Cook, Christopher Chen 
Article 102007 
Abstract 
While there is growing recognition amongst humanitarians that knowledge sharing and exchange are 
essential components of organisational efficiency and effectiveness, knowledge management processes 
in many humanitarian organisations are still inadequate. The review of knowledge management and 
international relations literature reveals limited research on the institutional memory of humanitarian 
organisations. This article aims to start filling this research gap by examining the use of explicit and 
tacit knowledge transfer in the humanitarian sector in the Asia-Pacific. It points to the embryonic stage 
of knowledge management and the reliance on tacit knowledge management consistent with the early 
stage of sector professionalization in the region. It reviews and analyses existing scholarly literature 
and manuals and draws on fieldwork interviews with key humanitarian personnel that primarily focus 
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on natural hazards. The findings suggest institutional memory in the humanitarian sector remains ad 
hoc with limited long-term capture. There is a broad tendency in the region to rely on tacit knowledge 
transfer – interpersonal relationships and informal decision-making – as the dominant knowledge 
management practice. This reliance challenges knowledge management at the institutional level and 
indicates a weakness in the institutional memory of humanitarian organisations in the region. Our 
research raises questions about how to improve knowledge management practices within humanitarian 
organisations in the Asia-Pacific with significant implications for the sector more generally. A 
recalibration of tacit and explicit knowledge management would build institutional memory in 
humanitarian organisations. This requires a dual-track approach with codified documentation of 
experiences and greater emphasis on an institutional culture of knowledge sharing. 
 
Review article  Open access 
Quantification of disaster waste: Review of the available methods 
Gaïa Marchesini, Hélène Beraud, Bruno Barroca 
Article 101996 
Abstract 
Quantification of disaster wastes has been considered only recently by emergency planners or waste 
managers, thus only few works exist on the subject. However, we can see an increase of interest in the 
subject during the past five years. This review aims at presenting an overview of the methods of 
quantification of disaster wastes that have been developed since the 90s, in order to help when setting 
a method. The present work analyses and compares 22 methods that quantify construction and 
demolition debris, vegetative debris and household good wastes, by focusing on the resources and 
data needed, on operational criteria and on the precision and uncertainties relative to each approach. 
Several criteria are scrutinized to understand the strengths and weaknesses of the methods. 
The review enables to distinguish three types of methods considering the resources associated: the 
“historical data” methods, based on historical data from past disasters, the “databased” methods, using 
national, regional or local databases (on household goods, building types, etc.) and the “imaging” 
methods that quantify solid wastes through the use of aerial, satellite or radar images. The last type is 
more accurate but doesn't enable to distinguish different types of wastes yet. Another classification can 
be made considering the moment of use of methods: the predictive methods, used in anticipation of 
disasters for disaster waste planning, and the post-disaster methods, used for the emergency response 
and reconstruction during the recovery phase. Imaging methods are only post-disaster methods 
whereas historical data and databased methods are mainly predictive methods. 
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Pages: 331-343 
Published online: 19 Jul 2020 
ABSTRACT 
While the mission of many community archives is often to exhaustively collect and preserve material of 
their topic area, it is inevitable that some heritage will not be recovered. Lost heritage impacts both 
public and academic communities where it results in incomplete histories, missing records and 
restricted access to precarious intangible and physical resources. Heritage will always get lost – but 
what processes lead to this? This paper outlines some of the ways in which heritage is lost on its 
journey through private possession, community archives, and institutionalised collections. Archives of 
intangible cultural heritage, such as music, face particular challenges in preserving the material past of 
an intangible heritage. This paper uses a case study to describe instances of potential and actual 
heritage loss found through a joint project between a community archive and an institutional repository 
working towards the preservation of local jazz heritage in Queensland, Australia. 
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Editorial 
COVID-19 vaccines under the International Health Regulations – We must use the WHO 
International Certificate of Vaccination or Prophylaxis 
Eskild Petersen, et al 
Published online: January 19, 2021 
p175-177 
   … We propose that persons who have completed a full course of immunisation with an approved 
SARS-CoV-2 vaccine by an authorised provider should be allowed to travel freely for a specified period 
of time after completion of the last dose of immunisation…. In conclusion, standardized documentation 
of vaccination of travellers against SARS-COV -2 should be considered under the IHR. A number of 
questions will need to be answered in order to enable adoption by IHR. It is recommended when 
people are immunized against SARS-COV-2, they bring their WHO Yellow Card with them and ask the 
provider to enter the vaccine name and batch, date, sign and stamp. If a person does not have a WHO 
Yellow Card, she/he should obtain a proof of vaccination card with this important information. 
Immunisation certificates issued by national authorities using approved vaccines should be accepted as 
proof of immunity by airlines and national authorities. 
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Viewpoint 
The US Regulatory System and COVID-19 Vaccines - The Importance of a Strong and 
Capable FDA  
Joshua M. Sharfstein, MD; Jesse L. Goodman, MD, MPH; Luciana Borio, MD  
free access has active quiz  
JAMA. 2021;325(12):1153-1154. doi:10.1001/jama.2021.1961  
   This Viewpoint examines the important role of the Food and Druf Administration (FDA) in facilitating 
the rapid development of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) vaccines. 
 
Editorial 
Reassuring the Public and Clinical Community About the Scientific Review and Approval of 
a COVID-19 Vaccine  
Howard Bauchner, MD; Preeti N. Malani, MD, MSJ; Joshua Sharfstein, MD  
   
 
JAMA Network 
COVID-19 Update   March 27, 2021  
These articles on COVID-19 were published across the JAMA Network in the last week. 
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Defining and measuring financial inclusion: A systematic review and confirmatory factor 
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Pages: 316-341 
First Published: 18 January 2021 
Abstract 
This study re‐examines the construct of financial inclusion, through a literature review and confirmatory 
factor analysis (CFA). First, we conduct a systematic review of definitions, measures and data sources. 
Second, we apply CFA to test two prominent financial inclusion indices. The CFA analysis reveals a high 
correlation between the ‘access’ and ‘use’ dimensions; hence, indices fail to capture the 
multidimensionality of financial inclusion. Existing indices tend to be biased towards measuring the 
supply‐side and quantitative aspects of financial inclusion. The extent to which lower income individuals 
and smaller firms have been incorporated into the formal financial sector is not captured. 
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Editorial 
COVID-19: building a stronger Europe 
The Lancet 
   Europe is facing serious third waves of COVID-19 and vaccine roll-out has been fraught. But while 
much of the focus has been on western Europe, little attention has been paid to central and eastern 
Europe. This region is large, politically diverse, and historically complex, spanning EU member countries 
like the Czech Republic, Bulgaria, and the Baltic states, the non-EU western Balkans, and Ukraine 
further east. It is unclear how some of these countries managed to keep cases low during the first part 
of 2020. By mid-March 2021, six of the top ten countries globally with the highest death rates per 
100 000 people were in central and eastern Europe (up to 230·34 in Czech Republic). This fact raises 
questions about the general state of health across the region. It also gives urgency to the issue of how 
Europe as a whole can best ensure its collective health security and prosperity. As COVID-19 brings 
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immediate crises to Europe, health could be a unifying force to strengthen the ties between countries 
both within and outside the EU…. 
 
Comment 
Announcing the Lancet Commission on Vaccine Refusal, Acceptance, and Demand in the 
USA 
Commissioners of the Lancet Commission on Vaccine Refusal, Acceptance, and Demand in the USA 
Vaccines are one of the most effective tools for the prevention of infectious diseases.1 However, the 
success of immunisation programmes depends on widespread acceptance and high coverage of 
vaccination.2 Over the past decade, vaccine refusal has accelerated in the USA, with increased non-
medical exemptions to school immunisation requirements that have been linked to outbreaks of 
vaccine-preventable diseases.3 Although vaccine refusal is not uniformly spread across the USA and 
national childhood vaccination rates remain high, vaccination has declined in many communities and 
school districts that are consequently at increased risk of outbreaks of vaccine-preventable diseases.4 
 
Achieving optimal and uniform vaccine acceptance is a complex challenge, especially because early 
evidence suggests that key factors affecting vaccine acceptance may have shifted over the past few 
years. Anti-vaccine activities are prominent,5 but are only a part of why vaccine refusal has increased. 
Other factors include ongoing distrust of the medical community, particularly among socially vulnerable 
communities, and poor or inconsistent public communications on the safety of vaccines to prevent 
emerging pandemic threats. 
 
Organised anti-vaccine activities are a concern. In the past, the US anti-vaccine movement generally 
operated at the fringes of society, but it has now expanded its reach through increased political 
activities and amplification on the internet, social media, and e-commerce platforms.5 Homegrown 
anti-vaccine organisations at the state and national levels, combined with weaponised health attacks 
from some foreign nations, now dominate the internet through coordinated disinformation.5,  6,  7,  8 
One recent study found that just two homegrown anti-vaccine organisations were responsible for more 
than half of all anti-vaccine advertisements on Facebook.9 National and international organisations now 
host regular anti-vaccine conferences and stage rallies.7 Additionally, in many states, such as 
California, Oklahoma, and Texas, political action committees influence or lobby state legislatures, often 
through libertarian or far-right legislators touting so-called health freedom.7 This movement has built 
on a growing interest in non-pharmaceutical interventions and alternative medicine, and heightened 
scepticism of the drug industry.10 
 
The repercussions of these efforts cost lives. The number of measles cases in the USA increased in the 
past few years;11 in 2019, there were more than 1200 cases of measles and multiple hospitalisations 
and intensive care unit admissions. 12 Adolescents are also unnecessarily placed at risk for human 
papillomavirus cancers as are adults,13 and many Americans die every year from influenza.14 
The USA is potentially facing frequent and costly public health crises due to outbreaks of infectious 
diseases arising from low vaccine acceptance… 
 
Racial, ethnic, and economic disparities are issues that need to be addressed in efforts to build vaccine 
acceptance. COVID-19 transmission, morbidity, and mortality have disproportionately affected essential 
workers, Americans living in low-income neighbourhoods, and communities of colour, which reflects the 
effects of systemic racism.15.. 
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The Lancet has established the Commission for Vaccine Refusal, Acceptance, and Demand in the USA 
to design a multisectoral plan for public policy to support high acceptance of safe and effective 
vaccines in the USA. Our goal is to understand and report on the state of vaccine acceptance and its 
potential link to vaccine hesitancy. Additionally, we will work to identify and predict future trends in 
vaccine acceptance and impacts on the public health community. We will also identify and assess 
demand-side vaccine uptake interventions and solutions to counter anti-vaccine information. 
Similar disparate health outcomes have occurred in other pandemics, such as the H1N1 influenza 
pandemic in 2009, and they are likely to arise in future disease outbreaks… 
 
The Commission had its first meeting in 2020, and we aim for a first interim report on COVID-19 
vaccines in the coming months. We expect to present a comprehensive report on broader vaccine 
acceptance and hesitancy in the USA by 2022. We will post updates about the Commission's ongoing 
work on the Commission website. We are hopeful that confidence in and acceptance of vaccines in the 
USA can be improved through a cooperative strategy… 
 
Articles 
Assessment of protection against reinfection with SARS-CoV-2 among 4 million PCR-tested 
individuals in Denmark in 2020: a population-level observational study 
Christian Holm Hansen, Daniela Michlmayr, Sophie Madeleine Gubbels, Kåre Mølbak, Steen Ethelberg 
   Our findings could inform decisions on which groups should be vaccinated and advocate for 
vaccination of previously infected individuals because natural protection, especially among older 
people, cannot be relied on. 
 
Health Policy 
Urgent lessons from COVID 19: why the world needs a standing, coordinated system and 
sustainable financing for global research and development 
Nicole Lurie, Gerald T Keusch, Victor J Dzau 
Summary 
The research and development (R&D) ecosystem has evolved over the past decade to include 
pandemic infectious diseases, building on experience from multiple recent outbreaks. Outcomes of this 
evolution have been particularly evident during the COVID-19 pandemic with accelerated development 
of vaccines and monoclonal antibodies, as well as novel clinical trial designs. These products were 
developed, trialled, manufactured, and authorised for use in several countries within a year of the 
pandemic's onset. Many gaps remain, however, that must be bridged to establish a truly efficient and 
effective end-to-end R&D preparedness and response ecosystem. Foremost among them is a global 
financing system. In addition, important changes are required for multiple aspects of enabling sciences 
and product development. For each of these elements we identify priorities for improved and faster 
functionality. There will be no better time than now to seriously address these needs, however difficult, 
as the ravages of COVID-19 continue to accelerate with devastating health, social, and economic 
consequences for the entire community of nations. 
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Nature 
Volume 591 Issue 7851, 25 March 2021 
https://www.nature.com/nature/volumes/591/issues/7850 
Review Article | 24 March 2021  
Towards a rigorous understanding of societal responses to climate change  
   This Review proposes an interdisciplinary framework for researching climate–society interactions that 
focuses on the mechanisms through which climate change has influenced societies, and the 
uncertainties of discerning this influence across different spatiotemporal scales. 
Dagomar Degroot, Kevin Anchukaitis & Natale Zappia 
 
Review Article | 24 March 2021  
A 20-year retrospective review of global aquaculture  
   The volume of global aquaculture production has tripled since 2000 with positive trends in 
environmental performance, but the sector faces mounting challenges including pathogen 
management, pollution, climate change, and increasing dependence on land-based resource systems. 
Rosamond L. Naylor, Ronald W. Hardy & Max Troell 
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Perspective   History of Medicine 
On the Shoulders of Giants — From Jenner’s Cowpox to mRNA Covid Vaccines 
Angela Desmond, M.D., Ph.D., and Paul A. Offit, M.D. 
Audio Interview 
Interview with Dr. Paul Offit on how more than two centuries of vaccine advances have 
paved the way for Covid-19 vaccines. (07:02)Download 
 
Original Articles 
Vaccine Efficacy of ALVAC-HIV and Bivalent Subtype C gp120–MF59 in Adults     G.E. Gray 
and Others 
   A safe, effective vaccine is essential to eradicating human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) infection. A 
canarypox–protein HIV vaccine regimen (ALVAC-HIV plus AIDSVAX B/E) showed modest efficacy in 
reducing infection in Thailand. An analogous regimen using HIV-1 subtype C virus showed potent 
humoral and cellular responses in a phase 1–2a trial in South Africa. Efficacy data and additional safety 
data were needed for this regimen in a larger population in South Africa….The ALVAC–gp120 regimen 
did not prevent HIV-1 infection among participants in South Africa despite previous evidence of 
immunogenicity.  
 
Editorials 
Uhambo — Twists and Turns on the Journey to an Efficacious HIV-1 Vaccine    M.B. 
Feinberg 
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(Accessed 27 Mar 2021)  
Double drives and private alleles for localised population genetic control  
Katie Willis, Austin Burt  
Research Article | published 23 Mar 2021 PLOS Genetics  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pgen.1009333  
Author summary 
Some disease vectors, invasive species, and other pests cannot be satisfactorily controlled with existing 
interventions, and new methods are required. Synthetic gene drive systems that are able to spread 
though populations because they are inherited at a greater-than-Mendelian rate have the potential to 
form the basis for new, highly efficient pest control measures. The most efficient such strategies use 
natural gene flow to spread a construct throughout a species’ range, but if control is only desired in a 
particular location then these approaches may not be appropriate. As some of the most promising gene 
drive designs use nucleases to target specific DNA sequences, it ought to be possible to exploit 
sequence differences between target and non-target populations to restrict the spread and impact of a 
gene drive. In this paper we propose using two-construct “double drive” designs that exploit pre-
existing sequence differences between target and non-target populations. Our approaches maintain the 
efficiencies associated with only small release rates being needed and can work if the differentiated 
locus is selectively neutral and if the differentiation is far from complete, and therefore expand the 
range of options to be considered in developing genetic approaches to control pest species. 
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Research Article 
Years of good life is a well-being indicator designed to serve research on sustainability  
Wolfgang Lutz, Erich Striessnig, Anna Dimitrova, Simone Ghislandi, Anastasia Lijadi, Claudia Reiter, 
Sonja Spitzer, and Dilek Yildiz 
PNAS March 23, 2021 118 (12) e1907351118; https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1907351118  
Significance 
Attempts at comprehensive quantitative assessments of sustainable development can focus on either 
determinants or constituents of long-term human well-being. While much research on determinants 
has relied on economic concepts of capital and inclusive wealth, here we focus on the constituents of 
well-being using a demographic approach. We construct a tailor-made metric based on life expectancy 
and indicators of objective and subjective well-being. The future trend in this metric has the potential 
to serve as a sustainability criterion and marks a crucial step in the endeavor to comprehensively 
assess sustainable development. At this stage, it is only applied to observed past and current 
conditions. To address sustainability, it will be combined with scenarios addressing future changes 
including feedback from environmental change. 
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Space-time spread of COVID-19 deaths in Argentina 
Original research | Spanish |  
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Special Issue:40 Years of Social Sciences in Risk Research Reconsidered 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Risk Management and Healthcare Policy 
https://www.dovepress.com/risk-management-and-healthcare-policy-archive56 
[Accessed 27 Mar 2021] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Science  
26 March 2021  Vol 371, Issue 6536 
http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl 
Editorial  
Volatility of vaccine confidence 
By Heidi J. Larson, David A. Broniatowski 
Science26 Mar 2021 : 1289  
Summary 
Last week, the European Medicines Agency declared the AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine safe and 
effective, after several European Union member states had suspended its use because of blood clot 
concerns. Will the public trust this message? This week's news could help—a U.S. phase 3 clinical trial 
of the vaccine shows promising efficacy in preventing symptomatic COVID-19. But sentiments toward 
vaccines are volatile and reflect external events—such as recent concern about AstraZeneca's efficacy 
data—as well as internal emotions. 
 
Research Articles 
Age groups that sustain resurging COVID-19 epidemics in the United States 
By Mélodie Monod, Alexandra Blenkinsop, Xiaoyue Xi, Daniel Hebert, Sivan Bershan, Simon Tietze, Marc 
Baguelin, Valerie C. Bradley, Yu Chen, Helen Coupland, Sarah Filippi, Jonathan Ish-Horowicz, Martin 
McManus, Thomas Mellan, Axel Gandy, Michael Hutchinson, H. Juliette T. Unwin, Sabine L. van Elsland, 
Michaela A. C. Vollmer, Sebastian Weber, Harrison Zhu, Anne Bezancon, Neil M. Ferguson, Swapnil 
Mishra, Seth Flaxman, Samir Bhatt, Oliver Ratmann, on behalf of the Imperial College COVID-19 
Response Team 
Science26 Mar 2021 Open Access  
More targeted interventions in the 20-to-49 age group could bring epidemic waves under control and 
facilitate the safe reopening of schools. 
Age-specific contact 
   How can the resurgent epidemics of severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) 
during 2020 be explained? Are they a result of students going back to school? To address this question, 
Monod et al. created a contact matrix for infection based on data collected in Europe and China and 
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extended it to the United States. Early in the pandemic, before interventions were widely implemented, 
contacts concentrated among individuals of similar age were the highest among school-aged children, 
between children and their parents, and between middle-aged adults and the elderly. However, with 
the advent of nonpharmaceutical interventions, these contact patterns changed substantially. By mid-
August 2020, although schools reopening facilitated transmission, the resurgence in the United States 
was largely driven by adults 20 to 49 years of age. Thus, working adults who need to support 
themselves and their families have fueled the resurging epidemics in the United States. 
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Perspective 
Reproducibility in machine learning for health research: Still a ways to go 
By Matthew B. A. McDermott, Shirly Wang, Nikki Marinsek, Rajesh Ranganath, Luca Foschini, Marzyeh 
Ghassemi 
Science Translational Medicine24 Mar 2021 Restricted Access 
Abstract 
Machine learning for health must be reproducible to ensure reliable clinical use. We evaluated 511 
scientific papers across several machine learning subfields and found that machine learning for health 
compared poorly to other areas regarding reproducibility metrics, such as dataset and code 
accessibility. We propose recommendations to address this problem. 
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Research article   Full text access 
Associations of COVID-19 risk perception with vaccine hesitancy over time for Italian 
residents 
Marta Caserotti, Paolo Girardi, Enrico Rubaltelli, Alessandra Tasso, ... Teresa Gavaruzzi 
Article 113688 
 
Research article   Full text access 
Correlates and disparities of intention to vaccinate against COVID-19 
Timothy Callaghan, Ali Moghtaderi, Jennifer A. Lueck, Peter Hotez, ... Matthew Motta 
Article 113638 
 
Research article  Full text access 
Can a COVID-19 vaccine live up to Americans’ expectations? A conjoint analysis of how 
vaccine characteristics influence vaccination intentions 
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Winter 2021   Volume 19, Number 1  
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   Read about how workers are using digital tools and online engagement during the COVID-19 
pandemic to achieve real benefits, how win-win strategies promoted by academics and business 
leaders are unproven and counterproductive, how human-centered design for social innovation has 
become more collaborative and focused on systems change, how employees are fighting to make their 
companies better corporate citizens, and other topics in the Winter 2021 issue of Stanford Social 
Innovation Review. 
 
 
Systematic Reviews  
https://systematicreviewsjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles 
[Accessed 27 Mar 2021]  
https://stm.sciencemag.org/ 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Theoretical Medicine and Bioethics 
Volume 41, issue 5-6, December 2020 
https://link.springer.com/journal/11017/volumes-and-issues/41-5 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Torture Journal 
2020  Volume 30 - No. 2 
https://irct.org/publications/torture-journal/147 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Trauma, Violence, & Abuse 
Volume 22 Issue 2, April 2021  
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/tvaa/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Travel Medicine and Infectious Diseases 
Volume 40  March–April 2021 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/travel-medicine-and-infectious-disease/vol/40/suppl/C 
Editorial   Full text access 
Variants, vaccines and vaccination passports: Challenges and chances for travel medicine 
in 2021 
Patricia Schlagenhauf, Dipti Patel, Alfonso J. Rodriguez-Morales, Philippe Gautret, ... Karin Leder 
Article 101996 
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Editorial   Full text access 
Mass religious gatherings events and COVID-19 –easing of COVID-19 restrictions and a 
staged approach to scaling up the Umrah Pilgrimage 
J.A. Al-Tawfiq, Z.A. Memish, A. Zumla 
Article 101986 
 
 
Tropical Medicine & International Health 
Volume 26, Issue 3  Pages: i-iv, 257-384  March 2021 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13653156/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
UN Chronicle 
https://unchronicle.un.org/ 
Articles 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 

 
Vulnerable Children and Youth Studies  
An International Interdisciplinary Journal for Research, Policy and Care  
Volume 16, Issue 1, 2021 
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rvch20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
World Development 
Volume 141  May 2021 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/world-development/vol/141/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
World Heritage Review  
n°96 - December 2020  
http://whc.unesco.org/e n/review/96/ 
Current Issue 
World Heritage and Biodiversity  
   These articles were prepared in anticipation of the UN Biodiversity Conference (COP 15) originally 
planned for October 2020 in Kunming, China, and the designation of a “biodiversity super year”. Many 
far-reaching decisions concerning the preservation of biodiversity were meant to be taken in 2020. But 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, a number of international meetings including COP 15 could not take 
place and have been postponed. 
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