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:: Week in Review  
A highly selective capture of strategic developments, research, commentary, analysis and 
announcements spanning Human Rights Action, Humanitarian Response, Health, Education, Holistic 
Development, Heritage Stewardship, Sustainable Resilience. Achieving a balance across these broad 
themes is a challenge and we appreciate your observations and ideas in this regard. This is not 
intended to be a "news and events" digest. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Hundreds of academics, civil society groups and business leaders join call for UN General 
Assembly to end anonymous shell companies 
700 signatories from 120 countries ask UNGASS 2021 to set a new global standard on beneficial 
ownership transparency 
24 February 2021  
Transparency International today submitted an appeal to the UN General Assembly from more than 
700 signatories calling for a new global standard for transparency in company ownership. The appeal 
comes ahead of the UN General Assembly Special Session Against Corruption, UNGASS 2021, 
scheduled for June. It asks that UNGASS 2021 commits all countries to set up national, public registers 
of companies, disclosing the real individuals who own, control or benefit from them.  
 
The signatories include renowned academics and research centres, companies and business executives, 
civil society groups and activists as well as several government agencies and public officials.  
 
“All parts of our societies around the world have spoken. From Afghanistan to Zimbabwe, from 
indigenous peoples’ groups to tax justice advocates, from distinguished diplomats to multi-national 
companies, we all agree: anonymous companies are vehicles for corruption and other illicit practices 
that jeopardise the common good. We are asking country representatives preparing for the UNGASS 
2021 to heed this call for urgent action,” said Gillian Dell, Head of Conventions Unit at Transparency 
International.  
 
Numerous investigative reports and scandals have shown that anonymous companies enable and fuel 
corruption and other financial crimes. The recent OpenLux investigations highlighted the power of 
public registers of beneficial ownership for identifying suspicions of money laundering, corruption, tax 
evasion and other criminal activity… 
 
Petition 
The UN General Assembly’s decision to hold a Special Session against Corruption in 2021 created a 
historic opportunity for the international community to address the global crisis of corruption. 
 
The undersigned groups and individuals are united in the conviction that it is of the utmost urgency for 
the UNGASS 2021 to put an end to the abuse of anonymous companies and other legal vehicles that 
facilitate cross-border corruption and other crimes. We are calling on the UNGASS 2021 to commit to 
making centralised, public beneficial ownership registers a global standard. 
 
Companies that exist only on paper, exploiting our legal systems and concealing their ultimate 
ownership, are tools for the diversion of critical resources needed to advance sustainable development 
and collective security. 

https://www.transparency.org/en/press/ungass-2021-hundreds-join-petition-to-end-anonymous-shell-companies
https://www.transparency.org/en/press/ungass-2021-hundreds-join-petition-to-end-anonymous-shell-companies
https://www.transparency.org/en/ungass-2021-commit-to-transparency-in-company-ownership-for-the-common-good


   

  

 
For decades, as scandal after scandal has demonstrated, anonymous shell companies have been used 
to divert public funds, channel bribes and conceal ill-gotten gains, as part of corruption and money 
laundering schemes stretching across borders. 
 
Beneficial ownership information – information on the natural persons who ultimately own, control or 
benefit from a legal vehicle – enables cross-border enforcement and the tracing of ill-gotten assets for 
confiscation and return. In public contracting processes, it helps in the detection of conflicts of interest 
and corruption. It also makes it easier for businesses to carry out due diligence, helps them know who 
their partners and customers are and meet reporting obligations. 
 
A central, public register of companies and their ultimate beneficial owners – in addition to information 
on legal ownership and directors – is the most effective and practical way to record such information 
and facilitate timely access for all stakeholders. 
 
We have come together to address government leaders currently preparing for UNGASS 2021 with one 
voice and one clear message: The “concise and action-oriented political declaration” to be adopted by 
the General Assembly should commit all countries to establish central, public registers of beneficial 
ownership as the new global standard. This should be supplemented with efforts to verify the collected 
information in order to ensure the accuracy and reliability of beneficial ownership data. 
 
Transparency in company ownership is more than a technical solution to a problem. It is a matter of 
social justice. 
 
Corruption devastates the lives of billions of people around the world, while its deadliness has become 
all the more evident during the COVID-19 pandemic and the climate crisis. With only ten years left to 
achieve the 2030 Agenda targets, we need decisive reforms to ensure that the resources needed to 
pay for critical public services such as schools and hospitals are not simply misappropriated and hidden 
away in tax havens or property markets abroad. Centralised, public registers of beneficial ownership as 
a global standard is precisely that kind of change. 
 
The time for action is now. 
 
The appeal is also available in French, Russian and Spanish. 
Signatories listed here 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Development – “Frontier Technologies 
 
A few developing countries overperform on frontier technologies, but most lag behind – 
UN Report 
Frontier technologies represent a $350 billion market, which by 2025 could grow to over $3.2 trillion. 
The economies most ready for these rapidly changing technologies are in Northern America and 
Europe, while those least ready are in sub-Saharan Africa and other developing regions. 
 
Geneva, Switzerland, 25 February 2021  

https://images.transparencycdn.org/images/Transparency-International-UNGASS-2021-appeal-FR.pdf
https://images.transparencycdn.org/images/Transparency-International-UNGASS-2021-appeal-RU.pdf
https://images.transparencycdn.org/images/Transparency-International-UNGASS-2021-appeal-ES.pdf
https://www.transparency.org/en/ungass-2021-commit-to-transparency-in-company-ownership-for-the-common-good
https://unctad.org/press-material/few-developing-countries-overperform-frontier-technologies-most-lag-behind-un-report
https://unctad.org/press-material/few-developing-countries-overperform-frontier-technologies-most-lag-behind-un-report


   

  

UNCTAD/PRESS/PR/2021/007    
A few developing nations are exhibiting stronger capabilities to use, adopt and adapt frontier 
technologies than their per capita GDPs would suggest, but most are lagging behind, according to an 
index of 158 countries in UNCTAD’s Technology and Innovation Report 2021 released on 25 February. 
Frontier technologies are those that take advantage of digitalization and connectivity. 
They include artificial intelligence (AI), the internet of things, big data, blockchain, 5G, 3D 
printing, robotics, drones, gene editing, nanotechnology and solar photovoltaic.  
 
“Frontier technologies are redefining our world, especially our post-pandemic future,” said Shamika N. 
Sirimanne, director of UNCTAD's division on technology and logistics. Ms. Sirimanne said despite some 
negative realities associated with these technologies, such as their potential to worsen inequality, 
widen the digital divide and disrupt socio-political cohesion, they could be transformative in achieving 
the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 
 
The report provides a "country readiness index" that assesses the progress of countries in using 
frontier technologies, considering their national capacities related to physical investment, human capital 
and technological effort. 
 
It scores countries on their readiness for frontier technologies based on five building blocks: ICT 
deployment, skills, research and development (R&D), industry activity and access to finance… 
 

 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Human Rights – Armed Non-State Actors 
 
Joint Statement by independent United Nations human rights experts* on human rights 
responsibilities of armed non-State actors 

https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/tir2020_en.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26797&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26797&LangID=E


   

  

GENEVA (25 February 2021) – A group of independent United Nations human rights experts* issued 
the following joint statement, in order to highlight the far-reaching negative human rights impacts of 
armed non-State actors1 on rights’ holders and human rights defenders.  
 
In view of the pervasiveness of armed non-State actors’ involvement worldwide – during both armed 
conflict and other situations of violence – we consider it imperative that existing international legal 
protections be effectively implemented to safeguard the human rights of individuals and groups, 
irrespective of the status or character of the perpetrator(s). In accordance with the idea that human 
rights protection devolves with territory (inalienability of human rights),2 victims must be in a position 
to seek redress for violations or abuses of their rights regardless of the actor at the origin of their 
grievance.  
 
Common practice of various organs of the United Nations, such as the Security Council, the General 
Assembly and the Human Rights Council, contributes to gradual closing of the above-mentioned gap in 
human rights protection.3 Such practice acknowledges that, at a minimum, armed non-State actors 
exercising either government-like functions or de facto control over territory and population must 
respect and protect the human rights of individuals and groups. Some special procedures and 
investigative mechanisms of the Human Rights Council have argued that armed groups have human 
rights obligations, for instance derived from their capacities4 , and they have detailed the conditions 
under which these obligations may apply and their extent5 .  Others have expressed concern at abuses 
of human rights by armed non-State actors, and directly called on these actors to cease such conduct6 
, such as the recruitment of child soldiers7 and sexual violence8 .  Yet others have noted that the 
presence of armed non-State actors present unique challenges for business enterprises, which are 
expected to exercise heightened human rights due diligence in conflict-affected contexts in order to 
meet the business responsibility to respect human rights in line with the UN Guiding Principles on 
Business and Human Rights. 
 
However, much remains to be accomplished in order to ensure that human rights of individuals and 
groups are respected, protected and fulfilled, irrespective of the character of the perpetrator(s). We 
thus strongly call on States to support initiatives/processes/work on this crucial issue, including 
processes seeking to identify ways of engaging with armed non-State actors, to strengthen 
accountability and address impunity.  
 
In particular, we make the following recommendations: 
States should: 
[1] in any territory under their jurisdiction9 , respect their obligation to monitor and prevent violations 
of human rights committed by armed non-State actors or violations by armed non-State actors 
empowered to exercise governmental authority or acting with Government acquiescence;  
[1] properly investigate all allegations of human rights violations by armed non-State actors, prosecute 
and punish perpetrators, and ensure adequate reparation and redress to victims, in full compliance 
international human rights law and standards; 
[1] provide appropriate redress, reparations and other assistance to victims, in cases of both direct and 
indirect responsibility for abuses committed by armed non-State actors, in particular in cases where 
armed non-state actors are unable or unwilling to meet their responsibilities in this regard.  
[1] contribute to and/or support the clarification and codification of human rights responsibilities of 
armed non-State actors;  
[1] evaluate current mechanisms for holding armed non-State actors accountable and identify 
approaches to effectively address protection and justice gaps and vacuums;  

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26797&LangID=E#_ftn1
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26797&LangID=E#_ftn2
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26797&LangID=E#_ftn3
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26797&LangID=E#_ftn4
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26797&LangID=E#_ftn5
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26797&LangID=E#_ftn6
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26797&LangID=E#_ftn6
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26797&LangID=E#_ftn7
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26797&LangID=E#_ftn8
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26797&LangID=E#_ftn9


   

  

[1] encourage the adoption by armed non-State actors of policies, practices and codes of conduct for 
human rights protection; 
[1] develop guidelines for human rights-based engagement with armed non-State actors.  
[1] adopt a gender-sensitive approach and ensure that these recommendations are implemented 
taking into account the heightened risk of abuse against women and children, including for sexual and 
gender-based crimes, and child soldier recruitment;  
[1] ensure that the experiences of groups with specific vulnerabilities and individuals within these 
groups, such as migrants, minorities, LGBTI, older persons and persons with disabilities10 , among 
others, are fully integrated in the implementation of these recommendations.  
 
Armed non-State actors should: 
[1] expressly commit and signify their willingness to respect, protect and fulfil human rights;  
[1] implement their human rights responsibilities in their codes of conduct or other internal documents;  
[1] ensure proper and genuine accountability within their ranks and organizations for abuses of human 
rights.  
Other stakeholders11 should:  
[1] engage directly and concretely with armed non-state actors with the aim to encourage respect for 
human rights;  
[1] if acting as permanent monitoring and reporting mechanisms, ensure that they effectively and 
transparently assess and report on the compliance of armed non-State actors with human rights;  
[1] encourage and support armed non-State actors in adopting and adhering to international human 
rights standards.  
 
We, United Nations human rights experts, will continue to integrate and recommend the integration of 
the monitoring and implementation of the human rights responsibilities of armed non-State actors in 
the exercise of our mandates.  
 
Nothing in this joint statement shall be construed as limiting the human rights obligations of States or 
as affecting the legal status of armed non-State actors under domestic or international law. Nothing in 
the present statement shall be understood as calling into question the applicability, and binding 
character, of rules of international humanitarian law to all parties to armed conflicts – whether they are 
a State or non-State actor.  
 
*This statement has been made jointly by:  
Mr. Nils Melzer, Special Rapporteur on Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or 
Punishment;  
Ms. Agnes Callamard, Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions;  
Mr. S. Michael Lynk, Special Rapporteur on the Situation of Human Rights in the Palestinian Territory 
occupied since 1967;  
Ms. Isha Dyfan, Independent Expert on the situation of human rights in Somalia;  
Mr. David R. Boyd, Special Rapporteur on Human Rights and the Environment 
Mr. Tomoya Obokata, Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of slavery, including its causes and 
consequences;  
Mr. Thomas Andrews, Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar;  
Ms. Mama Fatima Singhateh, Special Rapporteur on the sale and sexual exploitation of children; Mr. 
Pedro Arrojo Agudo, Special Rapporteur on the human rights to safe drinking water and sanitation; 
 Ms. Mary Lawlor, Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders;  

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26797&LangID=E#_ftn10
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26797&LangID=E#_ftn11
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/torture/srtorture/pages/srtortureindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/torture/srtorture/pages/srtortureindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Executions/Pages/SRExecutionsIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/SP/CountriesMandates/PS/Pages/SRPalestine.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/SP/CountriesMandates/PS/Pages/SRPalestine.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/SP/CountriesMandates/SO/Pages/IESomalia.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/Issues/environment/SRenvironment/Pages/SRenvironmentIndex.aspx
https://ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Slavery/SRSlavery/Pages/SRSlaveryIndex.aspx
https://ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Slavery/SRSlavery/Pages/SRSlaveryIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/SP/CountriesMandates/MM/Pages/SRMyanmar.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/WaterAndSanitation/SRWater/Pages/SRWaterIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/SRHRDefenders/Pages/SRHRDefendersIndex.aspx


   

  

Mr. Livingstone Sewanyana, Independent Expert on the promotion of a democratic and equitable 
international order;  
Mr. Michael Fakhri, Special Rapporteur on Right to Food;  
Ms. Jelena Aparac (Chair-Rapporteur),  
Ms. Lilian Bobea, Mr. Chris Kwaja, Mr. Ravindran Daniel, and Ms. Sorcha MacLeod, Working Group on 
the use of mercenaries;  
Ms. Irene Khan, Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of freedom of opinion and 
expression;  
Mr. Javaid Rehman, Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of 
Iran;  
Ms. Cecilia Jimenez-Damary, Special Rapporteur on the human rights of internally displaced persons;  
Mr. Balakrishnan Rajagopal, Special Rapporteur on adequate housing as a component of the right to an 
adequate standard of living;  
Mr. Dante Pesce (Chair), Mr. Surya Deva (Vice-Chair), Ms. Elżbieta Karska, Mr. Githu Muigai, Ms. Anita 
Ramasastry, Working Group on human rights and transnational corporations and other business 
enterprises;  
Mr. Gerard Quinn, Special Rapporteur on the rights of persons with disabilities;  
Mr. Fernand de Varennes, Special Rapporteur on minority issues;   
Ms. Dubravka Simonovic, Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and consequences;  
Mr. Ahmed Shaheed, Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief;  
Ms. Tlaleng Mofokeng, Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest 
attainable standard of physical and mental health;  
Mr. Diego García-Sayán, Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and lawyers;   
Mr. Clement Nyaletsossi Voule, Special Rapporteur on the right to peaceful assembly and association;  
Mr. Felipe González Morales, Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants;  
Ms. Leigh Toomey (Chair-Rapporteur), Ms. Elina Steinerte (Vice-Chair), Ms. Miriam Estrada-Castillo, Mr. 
Mumba Malila and Mr. Seong-Phil Hong, Working Group on Arbitrary Detention, and Ms. Elizabeth 
Broderick (Chair), Ms. Melissa Upreti (Vice Chair), Ms. Dorothy Estrada Tanck, Ms. Ivana Radačić and 
Ms. Meskerem Geset Techane, Working Group on discrimination against women and girls. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
COVID Vaccines – UN Security Council; UNESCO 
 
Security Council Calls for Increased Global Cooperation to Facilitate COVID-19 Vaccine 
Access in Conflict Areas, Unanimously Adopting Resolution 2565 (2021) 
26 February 2021  
SC/14454 
The Security Council today announced the adoption of a resolution calling for strengthened 
international cooperation to facilitate equitable and affordable access to COVID-19 vaccines in armed 
conflict and post-conflict situations, and during complex humanitarian emergencies. 
 
Acting through its special silence procedure enacted during the pandemic, the Council unanimously 
adopted resolution 2565 (2021), recognizing the role of extensive immunization against 
COVID-19 as a global public good for health.  It stressed the need to develop international 
partnerships, particularly to scale-up manufacturing and distribution capabilities, in 
recognition of differing national contexts. 

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/IntOrder/Pages/IEInternationalorderIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/IntOrder/Pages/IEInternationalorderIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Food/Pages/FoodIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Mercenaries/WGMercenaries/Pages/WGMercenariesIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Mercenaries/WGMercenaries/Pages/WGMercenariesIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/FreedomOpinion/Pages/OpinionIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/FreedomOpinion/Pages/OpinionIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/SP/CountriesMandates/IR/Pages/SRIran.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/SP/CountriesMandates/IR/Pages/SRIran.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/IDPersons/Pages/IDPersonsIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Housing/Pages/HousingIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Housing/Pages/HousingIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Business/Pages/WGHRandtransnationalcorporationsandotherbusiness.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Business/Pages/WGHRandtransnationalcorporationsandotherbusiness.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/disability/srdisabilities/pages/srdisabilitiesindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Minorities/SRMinorities/Pages/SRminorityissuesIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/women/srwomen/pages/srwomenindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/freedomreligion/pages/freedomreligionindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Judiciary/Pages/SRJudgeslawyersIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/AssemblyAssociation/Pages/SRFreedomAssemblyAssociationIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Migration/SRMigrants/Pages/SRMigrantsIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/detention/pages/wgadindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Women/WGWomen/Pages/WGWomenIndex.aspx
https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/sc14454.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/sc14454.doc.htm
https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/2565(2021)


   

  

 
By other terms, it reiterated its demand for a general and immediate cessation of hostilities 
in all situations on its agenda, demanding as well that all parties to armed conflicts engage 
immediately in a durable, extensive, and sustained humanitarian pause to facilitate the 
equitable, safe and unhindered delivery and distribution of COVID-19 vaccinations in areas 
of armed conflict. 
 
Reaffirming that these calls do not apply to military operations against Islamic State in Iraq and the 
Levant (ISIL/Da’esh), Al-Qaida and Al-Nusra Front, or their associates, the Council demanded that all 
parties to armed conflicts fully comply with their obligations under international law. 
 
Further, the Council requested the Secretary-General to provide a full assessment of the 
impediments to vaccine accessibility and the COVID-19 response, including vaccination 
programmes, in situations of armed conflict and complex humanitarian emergencies — and 
as necessary, make recommendations to the Council.  It expressed its intention to review 
situations brought to its attention by the Secretary-General where hostilities and armed group activities 
are impeding COVID-19 vaccination and to consider what further measures may be necessary to 
ensure such impediments are removed, and hostilities paused to enable vaccination. 
 
It emphasized the urgent need for “solidarity, equity and efficacy”, inviting donation of 
vaccine doses from developed economies and all those in a position to do so to low- and middle-
income countries and other countries in need, particularly through the COVAX Facility — a global 
mechanism for pooled procurement and equitable distribution of COVID-19 vaccines. 
 
[Security Council resolutions are currently adopted through a written procedure vote under temporary, 
extraordinary and provisional measures implemented in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, as set 
out in a letter (document S/2020/253) by its President for March 2020 (China).] 
 
:::::: 
 
UNESCO calls for COVID-19 vaccines to be considered a global public good 
24/02/2021 
UNESCO’s International Bioethics Committee (IBC) and the World Commission on the Ethics of 
Scientific Knowledge and Technology (COMEST) have called for a change of course in current COVID-
19 vaccination strategies, urging that vaccines be treated as a global public good to ensure they are 
made equitably available in all countries, and not only to those who bid the highest for these vaccines. 
Both committees have a long track record in providing ethical guidance on sensitive issues*. 
 
The statement was presented during an online event on 24 February, which gathered UNESCO’s ethics 
bodies together with Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Director-General of the World Health 
Organization, and Professor Jeffrey Sachs from Columbia University. 
 
The IBC-COMEST Statement stresses three key messages: 
Firstly, pharmaceutical industries have a responsibility to share the intellectual property 
acquired with government support to enable manufacturers in all countries to provide 
access to vaccines for all, which should be considered a global public good. The IBC and COMEST 
also stress the responsibility of the pharmaceutical industry to invest in factories capable of producing 
vaccines of the highest possible efficacy and facilitating rapid distribution where needed. 

https://undocs.org/S/2020/253
https://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-calls-covid-19-vaccines-be-considered-global-public-good
https://en.unesco.org/themes/ethics-science-and-technology/ibc
https://en.unesco.org/themes/ethics-science-and-technology/comest#:~:text=The%20World%20Commission%20on%20the,up%20by%20UNESCO%20in%201998.&text=The%20Commission%20is%20mandated%20to,extend%20beyond%20purely%20economic%20considerations.
https://en.unesco.org/themes/ethics-science-and-technology/comest#:~:text=The%20World%20Commission%20on%20the,up%20by%20UNESCO%20in%201998.&text=The%20Commission%20is%20mandated%20to,extend%20beyond%20purely%20economic%20considerations.


   

  

 
Secondly, the IBC and COMEST say that the vaccine’s benefit to the greatest number of 
people cannot be considered the sole ethical criterion. Equality, equity, protection from 
vulnerability, reciprocity and the best interests of children must also be taken into 
account. Furthermore, decisions on fair distribution and prioritization should be based on the advice of 
a multidisciplinary group of experts in bioethics, law, economics, and sociology, together with 
scientists. 
 
Thirdly, the IBC and COMEST consider that vaccination strategies should be based on a 
non-compulsory, non-punitive model, grounded in information and education, including 
dialogue with people who may be hesitant about vaccination or hostile to it. Refusing to be 
vaccinated should not affect the individual’s fundamental rights, specifically his or her 
right to access healthcare or employment. 
 
Other issues the statement covers include: international cooperation across all different sectors working 
on COVID-19 to share the benefits of research; the sustainability issues that favour the emergence of 
zoonotic diseases; trust in science and healthcare authorities; the indispensable need for dialogue 
between science, ethics, politics and civil society. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
COVID 19 – Integrated Response in U.S. 
 
Leading Business and Nonprofit Organizations Launch Health Action Alliance to Strengthen 
and Accelerate COVID-19 Response 
The Ad Council, Business Roundtable, CDC Foundation, de Beaumont Foundation and 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation join forces to empower business community, address 
health inequities 
 
FEBRUARY 18, 2021  WASHINGTON, DC – The Ad Council, Business Roundtable, the CDC Foundation, 
the de Beaumont Foundation and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation today announced the launch of 
the Health Action Alliance (HAA), a new partnership between leading business, communications and 
public health organizations to strengthen and accelerate the business community’s response to COVID-
19. The Alliance is powered by Meteorite, an impact firm that builds coalitions to improve lives and 
strengthen communities.  
 
Fortune 500 companies employ more than 28 million people, and small businesses employ nearly 60 
million people in the United States. Recent research from Morning Consult shows that 71% of 
Americans trust their employer to make the right decision about when it’s safe to return to the office. 
HAA will empower a network of businesses of all shapes and sizes to improve the health of employees 
and communities by promoting COVID-19 prevention and vaccine education and strengthen public 
health infrastructure to be better prepared in the future. The Alliance will also work to advance health 
equity by addressing the needs of disproportionately affected communities.  
 
“The COVID-19 pandemic continues to have devastating impacts on the lives and livelihoods of millions 
of Americans, but as the historic vaccine rollout gets underway, there is increased reason for 
optimism,” said Joshua Bolten, president & CEO of Business Roundtable. “And the business 

https://www.healthaction.org/launch-press-release
https://www.healthaction.org/launch-press-release
https://morningconsult.com/return-to-work/


   

  

community has an important role to play in sharing with employees and the broader 
communities where they operate the importance of vaccination to help defeat the 
pandemic and lead our country toward a robust economic recovery.”  
 
On its website, healthaction.org, HAA provides free best-in-class tools, resources, training 
and events for the business community to help companies deliver trusted, fact-based 
health communications to employees and encourage consumers to make informed 
decisions about COVID-19 vaccines.  
 
“COVID-19 vaccine hesitancy is the largest and most critical communications issue in our nation’s 
history, and it’s one that can’t be solved without public health and business working together,” said 
Lisa Sherman, president and CEO of the Ad Council. “We know that Americans are turning to their 
employers as one of the most trusted sources of information and action around the COVID crisis—and 
that the corporate community has a significant role to play in helping us shift from vaccine hesitancy to 
vaccine confidence.”… 
 
To access these resources and learn more about how businesses can participate, visit 
www.healthaction.org 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Coronavirus [COVID-19] - WHO 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019 
 
 

Weekly Epidemiological and Operational updates  
Last update: 23 January 2021 
Confirmed cases ::   113 076 707  [week ago:  110 384 747]   [two weeks ago: 107 838 255]    
Confirmed deaths ::    2 512 272  [week ago:      2 446 008]   [two weeks ago:    2 373 398] 
Countries, areas or territories with cases :: 223 
 
Weekly epidemiological update - 25 February 2021 
Overview  
   This special edition is supplementary to the 23 February Weekly Epidemiological Update.  
In this edition, we provide working definitions for SARS-CoV-2 variants of interest and 
variants of concern and the associated actions WHO will take to support Member States, their 
national public health institutes and reference laboratories, along with the recommended actions 
Member States should take. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Our World in Data 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Vaccinations 
   Our World in Data and the SDG-Tracker are collaborative efforts between researchers at the 
University of Oxford, who are the scientific editors of the website content; and the non-profit 
organization Global Change Data Lab, who publishes and maintains the website and the data tools that 

http://www.healthaction.org/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/covid-19-weekly-epidemiological-update
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-epidemiological-update---23-february-2021
https://ourworldindata.org/covid-vaccinations
https://global-change-data-lab.org/


   

  

make our work possible. At the University of Oxford we are based at the Oxford Martin Programme on 
Global Development. 
 

 
 
  Research and data: Hannah Ritchie, Esteban Ortiz-Ospina, Diana Beltekian, Edouard Mathieu, Joe 
Hasell, Bobbie Macdonald, Charlie Giattino, and Max Roser 
   Web development: Breck Yunits, Ernst van Woerden, Daniel Gavrilov, Matthieu Bergel, Shahid 
Ahmad, Jason Crawford, and Marcel Gerber 
 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
 
UNICEF COVID-19 Vaccine Market Dashboard :: Agreements Table Accessed 27 Feb 2021 
An overview of information collected from publicly announced bilateral and multilateral supply 
agreements [Agreements view from 2021-02-15 to date] 

 

 
 

https://www.oxfordmartin.ox.ac.uk/research/programmes/global-development
https://www.oxfordmartin.ox.ac.uk/research/programmes/global-development
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiNmE0YjZiNzUtZjk2OS00ZTg4LThlMzMtNTRhNzE0NzA4YmZlIiwidCI6Ijc3NDEwMTk1LTE0ZTEtNGZiOC05MDRiLWFiMTg5MjAyMzY2NyIsImMiOjh9&pageName=ReportSectiona329b3eafd86059a947b


   

  

 

 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Emergencies 
 
POLIO   
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
 
Polio this week as of 24 February 2021 
:: As we head towards International Women’s Day (marked on 8 March), GPEI honours two women 
who left a mark in polio eradication and in women’s empowerment within the U.N. 
:: On 15 February, polio eradication Gender Champion Arancha González Laya, Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, European Union and Cooperation of Spain, visited the Notre Dame des Apôtres hospital in 
N’Djamena, Chad where she administered polio drops to two newborn children. Read more… 
“”In a special interview, PolioNews (PN) talks to Holger Knaack (HK), President of Rotary International, 
about why it is more important than ever to support PolioPlus, Rotary’s polio eradication program, and 
what lessons it can offer to the global pandemic response. 
 
Summary of new WPV and cVDPV viruses this week (AFP cases and ES positives):  
:: Afghanistan: six cVDPV2 cases 
:: Pakistan: one WPV1 and two cVDPV2 cases, six WPV1 and five cVDPV2 positive environmental 
samples 
:: Congo: one cVDPV2 case and one cVDPV2 positive environmental sample 

https://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
https://polioeradication.org/news-post/standing-on-the-shoulders-of-pioneers/
https://polioeradication.org/gender-and-polio/polio-gender-champions/
https://www.afro.who.int/fr/news/soutien-de-mme-arancha-gonzales-laya-ministre-espagnole-des-affaires-etrangeres-et-championne
https://polioeradication.org/news-post/in-covid-19-world-rotary-president-knaack-takes-stock-of-global-polio-situation/


   

  

:: Egypt: one cVDPV2 positive environmental sample 
:: Ethiopia: one cVDPV2 case 
:: Guinea: six cVDPV2 cases 
:: Mali: two cVDPV2 cases 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
WHO/OCHA Emergencies 
 
Editor’s Note: 
Continuing with this edition, we include information about the last apparent update evident on the 
WHO emergency country webpages, recognizing almost universal and significant interims since last 
update regardless of the level of the emergency listed. 
 
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
Democratic Republic of the Congo - No new digest announcements  [Last apparent update: 12 Jan 
2021] 
Mozambique floods  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 3 November 
2020] 
Nigeria - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 29 Jun 2020] 
Somalia - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 17 July 2020] 
South Sudan   - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 4 February 2020] 
Syrian Arab Republic  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 24 October 
2020] 
Yemen - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 30 June 2020] 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
Afghanistan - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 5 July 2020] 
Angola - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 03 December 2020] 
Burkina Faso - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update 04 février 2021] 
Burundi  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 04 July 2019] 
Cameroon  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 22 August 2019] 
Central African Republic - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 12 June 
2018] 
Ethiopia - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 22 August 2019] 
Iran floods 2019  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 2 March 2020] 
Iraq - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 21 February 2020] 
Libya - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 7 October 2019] 
Malawi Floods - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 09 October 2019] 
Measles in Europe - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 16-12-2020] 
MERS-CoV  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 8 July 2019] 
Mozambique  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 03 November 2020] 
Myanmar  - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: :: 3 January 2021    
Niger - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 11 février 2021] 

http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cod/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/mozambique
http://www.who.int/emergencies/nigeria/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/somalia/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ssd/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/syr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/yem/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/afg/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/angola
https://www.afro.who.int/fr/countries/burkina-faso
https://www.afro.who.int/countries/burundi
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cmr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/caf/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/eth/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/irn/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/countries/irq/index.html
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/lby/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/malawi
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/communicable-diseases/measles-and-rubella
http://www.who.int/emergencies/mers-cov/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/mozambique
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mmr/en/
http://afro.who.int/fr/countries/niger


   

  

occupied Palestinian territory  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 4 
September 2019] 
HIV in Pakistan  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 27 August 2019] 
Sao Tome and Principe Necrotizing Cellulitis (2017)  - No new digest announcements  
Sudan  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 24 June 2020] 
Ukraine - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 1 May 2019] 
Zimbabwe - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 10 May 2019] 
   
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 1 Emergencies  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
Chad  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 30 June 2018] 
Djibouti - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 25 novembre 2020] 
Kenya - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 11 December 2020] 
Mali  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 3 May 2017] 
Namibia - viral hepatitis  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 20 July 
2018] 
Tanzania  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 21 October 2020] 
  
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – L3 Emergencies 
The UN and its humanitarian partners are currently responding to three 'L3' emergencies. This is the 
global humanitarian system's classification for the response to the most severe, large-scale 
humanitarian crises.  
Yemen  
::  Yemen: COVID-19 Preparedness and Response Monthly Report (January 2021) 23 February 2021 
 
Syrian Arab Republic - No new digest announcements identified   
 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Corporate Emergencies 
When the USG/ERC declares a Corporate Emergency Response, all OCHA offices, branches and 
sections provide their full support to response activities both at HQ and in the field. 
East Africa Locust Infestation   
:: Desert Locust situation update 23 February 2021 
 
COVID-19  
:: Global Humanitarian Response Plan COVID-19 Progress Report: Final Progress Report, 22 February 
2021 
 
 

 
*                      *                       *                        * 

 

 

http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/opt/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/pandemic-epidemic-diseases/news/who-and-partners-mobilize-hiv-drugs-for-infected-children-in-pakistan.html
http://afro.who.int/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/sdn/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ukr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/zwe/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tcd/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/fr/countries/dji/
http://www.afro.who.int/countries/kenya
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mli/en/
http://afro.who.int/news/baseline-assessment-national-viral-hepatitis-response-namibia
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tza/en/
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/yemen
https://reliefweb.int/node/3715741
https://www.unocha.org/syria
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/east-africa-locust-infestation
https://reliefweb.int/node/3715843
https://www.unocha.org/covid19
https://reliefweb.int/node/3715243
https://reliefweb.int/node/3715243


   

  

:: Agency/Government/IGO Watch 
We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for key 
media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on regional or global 
level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific coverage is limited. Please 
suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
 
 
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly  
[to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://www.un.org/press/en 
Selected Meetings/Press Releases/Announcements 
26 February 2021  
SC/14454 
Security Council Calls for Increased Global Cooperation to Facilitate COVID-19 Vaccine 
Access in Conflict Areas, Unanimously Adopting Resolution 2565 (2021) 
   The Security Council today announced the adoption of a resolution calling for strengthened 
international cooperation to facilitate equitable and affordable access to COVID-19 vaccines in armed 
conflict and post-conflict situations, and during complex humanitarian emergencies. 
[See Week in Review Above for detail] 
 
26 February 2021  
SG/SM/20604 
New United Nations Climate Change Report ‘Red Alert’ for Planet, Secretary-General Says, 
Warning Current Emission Plans Not Enough to Adequately Curb Global Temperature Rise 
 
23 February 2021  
SC/14445 
Climate Change ‘Biggest Threat Modern Humans Have Ever Faced’, World-
Renowned Naturalist Tells Security Council, Calls for Greater Global Cooperation 
   Climate change is a “crisis multiplier” that has profound implications for international peace and 
stability, Secretary-General António Guterres told the Security Council today, amid calls for deep 
partnerships within and beyond the United Nations system to blunt its acute effects on food security, 
natural resources and migration patterns fuelling tensions across countries and regions. 
 
23 February 2021  
In Recorded Vote, General Assembly Decides to Convene High-level June Meeting on 
Worldwide Efforts for Ending HIV/AIDS Crisis by 2030 
   The General Assembly decided today to convene a high-level meeting from 8 to 10 June to take 
stock of global efforts to end the HIV/AIDS crisis by 2030, adopting a draft resolution to that effect... 
 
 
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 27 Feb 2021] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true  
Top News 
USA: UN experts urge far-reaching reforms on policing and racism 
 
Myanmar: Military must restore democracy, allow people to protest and express 
themselves, say UN experts 

https://www.un.org/press/en
https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/sc14454.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/sc14454.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/sgsm20604.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/sgsm20604.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/sc14445.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/sc14445.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/ga12314.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/ga12314.doc.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26805&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26808&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26808&LangID=E


   

  

 
Malaysia: UN experts appalled by deportation of migrants to Myanmar despite court order 
 
Attack on PS752: Iran violated multiple human rights obligations - UN experts 
 
Civilian casualties surged after peace talks began in Afghanistan – UN report 
 
 
United Nations Human Rights Council  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL 
Council News 
Bachelet updates Human Rights Council on recent human rights issues in more than 50 
countries  
26/02/2021 
 
High Commissioner for Human Rights Presents her Global Update to the Human Rights 
Council, as well as her Reports on Colombia, Guatemala, Honduras, Venezuela, Cyprus, 
Eritrea and on the COVID-19 Pandemic  
26/02/2021 
 
 
Committee on the Rights of the Child [to 27 Feb 2021] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the sale and sexual exploitation of children   [to 27 Feb 2021] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx  
Latest News 
Joint Statement by independent United Nations human rights experts* on human rights 
responsibilities of armed non-State actors 
25 February 2021 
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
 
SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed 
Conflict [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict 
[to 27 Feb 2021] 
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/  
No new digest content identified. 
 

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26790&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26782&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26776&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=26806&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=26806&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=26812&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=26812&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=26812&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26797&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26797&LangID=E
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/


   

  

 
Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights   [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx 
Latest News 
USA: UN experts urge far-reaching reforms on policing and racism 
26 February 2021 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable 
standard of physical and mental health  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx 
Latest News 
USA: UN experts urge far-reaching reforms on policing and racism 
26 February 2021 

Joint Statement by independent United Nations human rights experts* on human rights 
responsibilities of armed non-State actors 
25 February 2021 
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
 
Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples   [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx 
Latest news 
Myanmar: Military must restore democracy, allow people to protest and express 
themselves, say UN experts 
26 February 2021 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx 
Latest News 
Joint Statement by independent United Nations human rights experts* on human rights 
responsibilities of armed non-State actors 
25 February 2021 
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
Malaysia: UN experts appalled by deportation of migrants to Myanmar despite court order 
24 February 2021 
 
 
UN OCHA [to 27 Feb 2021] 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26805&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26805&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26797&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26797&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26808&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26808&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26797&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26797&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26790&LangID=E


   

  

https://www.unocha.org/  
Selected Press Releases        
 28 February 2021 
Libya: Aid Organizations Appeal for US$189 Million to Meet Pressing Humanitarian Needs 
[EN/AR] 
  
28 February 2021 
United Nations Resident Coordinator and Humanitarian Coordinator in Syria, Imran Riza 
and Regional Humanitarian Coordinator for the Syria Crisis, Muhannad Hadi – Statement 
on Deaths in Fire Incident at Al Hol Camp [EN/AR] 
 
25 February 2021 
Humanitarian Coordinator calls for urgent support to Sudan 
 
  
Centre for Humanitarian Data/HDX  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://centre.humdata.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNICEF  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases 
Selected Press releases, Statements 
Press release 
02/26/2021  
Latter-day Saint Charities commits US$20 million in support of UNICEF’s global COVID-19 
response  
   Latter-day Saint Charities becomes the single largest private sector donor to date to support 
UNICEF’s ACT-Accelerator and COVAX work  
 
Statement 
02/26/2021  
Statement by Peter Hawkins, UNICEF Nigeria Representative, on school attack in Zamfara 
State, north-west Nigeria  
 
Press release 
02/26/2021  
Côte d'Ivoire becomes second African country and first French-speaking country to receive 
vaccine doses via COVAX Facility  
 
Press release 
02/25/2021  
New approach needed to ensure protection and care for unaccompanied migrant children 
in the United States  
   UNICEF issues report – “Building Bridges for Every Child: Reception, Care and Services to Support 
Unaccompanied Children in the United States”  
 
News note 

https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases
https://reliefweb.int/node/3717155
https://reliefweb.int/node/3717155
https://reliefweb.int/node/3717147
https://reliefweb.int/node/3717147
https://reliefweb.int/node/3717147
https://reliefweb.int/node/3716356
https://centre.humdata.org/
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/latter-day-saint-charities-commits-us20-million-support-unicefs-global-covid-19
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/latter-day-saint-charities-commits-us20-million-support-unicefs-global-covid-19
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/statement-peter-hawkins-unicef-nigeria-representative-school-attack-zamfara-state
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/statement-peter-hawkins-unicef-nigeria-representative-school-attack-zamfara-state
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/c%C3%B4te-divoire-becomes-second-african-country-and-first-french-speaking-country
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/c%C3%B4te-divoire-becomes-second-african-country-and-first-french-speaking-country
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/new-approach-needed-ensure-protection-and-care-unaccompanied-migrant-children-united
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/new-approach-needed-ensure-protection-and-care-unaccompanied-migrant-children-united


   

  

02/25/2021  
UNICEF signs COVID-19 vaccine supply agreement with AstraZeneca  
 
Press release 
02/24/2021  
UN agencies begin processing at Matamoros, Mexico  
 
Press release 
02/24/2021  
COVID-19 vaccine doses shipped by the COVAX Facility head to Ghana, marking beginning 
of global rollout  
 
Statement 
02/24/2021  
Ghana becomes recipient of historic first shipment of COVAX vaccine  
   Statement by UNICEF Representative in Ghana, Anne-Claire Dufay and WHO Representative to 
Ghana, Dr Francis Kasolo on the arrival of the first COVID-19 vaccines in Accra  
 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 27 Feb 2021] 
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html 
Selected Announcements  
Displaced Yemenis flee clashes, face imminent risk of hunger 
26 Feb 2021  
 
UNHCR seeks US$164 million for displaced Central Africans 
26 Feb 2021  
 
Education for all refugee children is within reach - finds World Bank-UNHCR report  
25 Feb 2021  
 
UN agencies begin processing at Matamoros 
24 Feb 2021  
 
British Hollywood actress Gugu Mbatha-Raw named UNHCR Goodwill Ambassador  
24 Feb 2021  
  
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 27 Feb 2021]  
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
Selected Announcements 
IOM Launches Livelihoods Project for Returning Migrants and Host Communities in Cox’s 
Bazar 
2021-02-26 14:00 
 
IOM: COVID-19 Leads to 73% Drop in Migration from Horn of Africa to Gulf Countries  
2021-02-23 19:13 
 

https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef%E2%80%AFsigns-covid-19-vaccine%E2%80%AFsupply%E2%80%AFagreement-astrazeneca
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/un-agencies-begin-processing-matamoros-mexico
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/covid-19-vaccine-doses-shipped-covax-facility-head-ghana-marking-beginning-global
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/covid-19-vaccine-doses-shipped-covax-facility-head-ghana-marking-beginning-global
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/ghana-becomes-recipient-historic-first-shipment-covax-vaccine
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2021/2/6038bc714/displaced-yemenis-flee-clashes-face-imminent-risk-hunger.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2021/2/6038bc714/displaced-yemenis-flee-clashes-face-imminent-risk-hunger.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2021/2/6038bc714/displaced-yemenis-flee-clashes-face-imminent-risk-hunger.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2021/2/6038bd334/unhcr-seeks-us164-million-displaced-central-africans.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2021/2/6038bd334/unhcr-seeks-us164-million-displaced-central-africans.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2021/2/6038bd334/unhcr-seeks-us164-million-displaced-central-africans.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2021/2/6038bd334/unhcr-seeks-us164-million-displaced-central-africans.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/2/6037c9ad4/education-refugee-children-reach-finds-world-bank-unhcr-report.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/2/6037c9ad4/education-refugee-children-reach-finds-world-bank-unhcr-report.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/2/6037c9ad4/education-refugee-children-reach-finds-world-bank-unhcr-report.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/2/6037c9ad4/education-refugee-children-reach-finds-world-bank-unhcr-report.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/2/6035b7db4/un-agencies-begin-processing-matamoros.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/2/6035b7db4/un-agencies-begin-processing-matamoros.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/2/6035b7db4/un-agencies-begin-processing-matamoros.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/2/6035b7db4/un-agencies-begin-processing-matamoros.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/2/603528354/british-hollywood-actress-gugu-mbatha-raw-named-unhcr-goodwill-ambassador.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/2/603528354/british-hollywood-actress-gugu-mbatha-raw-named-unhcr-goodwill-ambassador.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/2/603528354/british-hollywood-actress-gugu-mbatha-raw-named-unhcr-goodwill-ambassador.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/2/603528354/british-hollywood-actress-gugu-mbatha-raw-named-unhcr-goodwill-ambassador.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2021/1/600152d24/number-central-african-refugees-soars-violence-intensifies.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2021/1/600152d24/number-central-african-refugees-soars-violence-intensifies.html
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-launches-livelihoods-project-returning-migrants-and-host-communities-coxs-bazar
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-launches-livelihoods-project-returning-migrants-and-host-communities-coxs-bazar
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-covid-19-leads-73-drop-migration-horn-africa-gulf-countries


   

  

Over 3.6 Million People Reached by IOM in Ethiopia in 2020 for Prevention and Mitigation 
of COVID-19 
2021-02-23 14:00 
 
 
UNAIDS [to 27 Feb 2021]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
Selected Press Releases/Reports/Statements 
25 February 2021 
COVID-19 spurs on multimonth dispensing of HIV treatment in Cambodia  
 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 27 Feb 2021]  
25 February 2021  
How WHO transforms funding into action in regions around the world 
 
25 February 2021  
The life-saving power of medical oxygen 
 
26 February 2021  
Departmental news 
WHO and ITU launch new guide on introduction of dementia risk reduction and carer 
support programmes using mobile technology 
 
26 February 2021  
Departmental news 
Consultation on discussion paper on Global Action Plan on Epilepsy and Other Neurological 
Disorders 
 
25 February 2021  
Joint News Release 
COVID-19 oxygen emergency impacting more than half a million people in low- and 
middle-income countries every day, as demand surges 
 
25 February 2021  
News release 
El Salvador certified as malaria-free by WHO 
 
25 February 2021  
Departmental news 
Four years on, the Global Observatory on Health R&D continues to identify gaps and new 
trends in the health R&D space 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO      

https://www.iom.int/news/over-36-million-people-reached-iom-ethiopia-2020-prevention-and-mitigation-covid-19
https://www.iom.int/news/over-36-million-people-reached-iom-ethiopia-2020-prevention-and-mitigation-covid-19
http://www.unaids.org/en
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2021/february/20210225_multimonth-dispensing-hiv-treatment-cambodia
https://www.who.int/news-room/feature-stories/detail/how-who-transforms-funding-into-action-in-regions-around-the-world
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https://www.who.int/news/item/26-02-2021-who-and-itu-launch-new-guide-on-introduction-of-dementia-risk-reduction-and-carer-support-programmes-using-mobile-technology
https://www.who.int/news/item/26-02-2021-who-and-itu-launch-new-guide-on-introduction-of-dementia-risk-reduction-and-carer-support-programmes-using-mobile-technology
https://www.who.int/news/item/26-02-2021-upcoming-consultation-on-the-discussion-paper-for-the-intersectoral-global-action-plan-on-epilepsy-and-other-neurological-disorders
https://www.who.int/news/item/26-02-2021-upcoming-consultation-on-the-discussion-paper-for-the-intersectoral-global-action-plan-on-epilepsy-and-other-neurological-disorders
https://www.who.int/news/item/26-02-2021-upcoming-consultation-on-the-discussion-paper-for-the-intersectoral-global-action-plan-on-epilepsy-and-other-neurological-disorders
https://www.who.int/news/item/26-02-2021-upcoming-consultation-on-the-discussion-paper-for-the-intersectoral-global-action-plan-on-epilepsy-and-other-neurological-disorders
https://www.who.int/news/item/26-02-2021-upcoming-consultation-on-the-discussion-paper-for-the-intersectoral-global-action-plan-on-epilepsy-and-other-neurological-disorders
https://www.who.int/news/item/26-02-2021-upcoming-consultation-on-the-discussion-paper-for-the-intersectoral-global-action-plan-on-epilepsy-and-other-neurological-disorders
https://www.who.int/news/item/25-02-2021-covid-19-oxygen-emergency-impacting-more-than-half-a-million-people-in-low--and-middle-income-countries-every-day-as-demand-surges
https://www.who.int/news/item/25-02-2021-covid-19-oxygen-emergency-impacting-more-than-half-a-million-people-in-low--and-middle-income-countries-every-day-as-demand-surges
https://www.who.int/news/item/25-02-2021-covid-19-oxygen-emergency-impacting-more-than-half-a-million-people-in-low--and-middle-income-countries-every-day-as-demand-surges
https://www.who.int/news/item/25-02-2021-covid-19-oxygen-emergency-impacting-more-than-half-a-million-people-in-low--and-middle-income-countries-every-day-as-demand-surges
https://www.who.int/news/item/25-02-2021-covid-19-oxygen-emergency-impacting-more-than-half-a-million-people-in-low--and-middle-income-countries-every-day-as-demand-surges
https://www.who.int/news/item/25-02-2021-covid-19-oxygen-emergency-impacting-more-than-half-a-million-people-in-low--and-middle-income-countries-every-day-as-demand-surges
https://www.who.int/news/item/25-02-2021-el-salvador-certified-as-malaria-free-by-who
https://www.who.int/news/item/25-02-2021-el-salvador-certified-as-malaria-free-by-who
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https://www.who.int/news/item/25-02-2021-four-years-on-the-global-observatory-on-health-r-d-continues-to-identify-gaps-and-new-trends-in-the-health-r-d-space
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https://www.who.int/news/item/25-02-2021-four-years-on-the-global-observatory-on-health-r-d-continues-to-identify-gaps-and-new-trends-in-the-health-r-d-space
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No new digest content identified 
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
No new digest content identified 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
No new digest content identified 
 
WHO European Region EURO  
:: WHO/Europe calls for action on post-COVID conditions/“long COVID” 25-02-2021  
:: New WHO expert group to identify gaps and solutions to the mental health impacts of COVID-19 25-
02-2021  
:: Spain moves towards a more resilient health coverage policy during COVID-19 25-02-2021  
:: New policy brief calls on decision-makers to support patients as 1 in 10 report symptoms of “long 
COVID” 25-02-2021  
:: COVID-19 response review in the Republic of Moldova informs next steps 24-02-2021  
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
No new digest content identified 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
No new digest content identified 
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2021/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 27 Feb 2021] 
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release 
Meetings and events 
Press Release 
Supermodel and philanthropist Natalia Vodianova teams up with UNFPA to end the stigma 
around women’s bodies and health 
   New York, 24 February 2021 - Supermodel, philanthropist and impact investor, Natalia Vodianova 
was today appointed as Goodwill Ambassador for UNFPA… 
 
 
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 27 Feb 2021] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
Latest from News Centre 
New Global Fund Grants to increase access to health services in Congo 
   The Global Fund, the Government of the Republic of Congo and health partners today launched two 
new grants to strengthen prevention and treatment services to fight HIV, TB and malaria and build…  
Posted on February 24, 2021 
 
Call to Action: Vaccine Equity Declaration 

https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=466:2008-media-center-press-releases&Itemid=40108&lang=en
http://www.searo.who.int/
http://www.euro.who.int/
https://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/sections/statements/2021/statement-update-on-covid-19-whoeurope-calls-for-action-on-post-covid-conditionslong-covid
https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/noncommunicable-diseases/mental-health/news/news/2021/2/new-who-expert-group-to-identify-gaps-and-solutions-to-the-mental-health-impacts-of-covid-20
https://www.euro.who.int/en/countries/spain/news/news/2021/2/spain-moves-towards-a-more-resilient-health-coverage-policy-during-covid-20
https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-emergencies/coronavirus-covid-19/news/news/2021/2/new-policy-brief-calls-on-decision-makers-to-support-patients-as-1-in-10-report-symptoms-of-long-covid2
https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-emergencies/coronavirus-covid-19/news/news/2021/2/new-policy-brief-calls-on-decision-makers-to-support-patients-as-1-in-10-report-symptoms-of-long-covid2
https://www.euro.who.int/en/countries/republic-of-moldova/news/news/2021/2/covid-19-response-review-in-the-republic-of-moldova-informs-next-steps2
http://www.emro.who.int/
http://www.wpro.who.int/
https://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2021/
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release
https://www.unfpa.org/press/supermodel-and-philanthropist-natalia-vodianova-teams-unfpa-end-stigma-around-womens-bodies
https://www.unfpa.org/press/supermodel-and-philanthropist-natalia-vodianova-teams-unfpa-end-stigma-around-womens-bodies
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/news/2021/new-global-fund-grants-to-increase-access-to-health-services-in-.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/news/2021/20201_Declaration_COVID-19_Vaccine_Equity.html


   

  

   UNDP Joins the campaign to call on countries and companies to ensure that by the time World 
Health Day arrives on 7 April, COVID-19 vaccines are being administered in every country.    
Posted on February 23, 2021 
 
 
UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/ 
Meetings and events 
52nd session of the United Nations Statistical Commission  
The 52nd session of the United Nations Statistical Commission will be held in a scaled down virtual 
format on 1 to 3 and 5 March 2021. Additional information can be found here.  
 
 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://www.unenvironment.org/ 
23 Feb 2021 Press release  
UN Environment Assembly concludes with an urgent call for action to solve planetary 
emergencies 
   Nairobi –Ministers of environment and other leaders from more than 150 nations today concluded a 
two-day online meeting of the Fifth United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA-5) in which the… 
 
 
UNDRR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://www.undrr.org/ 
Latest news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/  
25 Feb 2021 | DESA 
UN Panel: End financial abuses to save people and planet 
    Governments can finance critical action on extreme poverty, COVID-19 and the climate crisis and by 
recovering the billions of dollars lost... 
 
 
UNESCO  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
http://en.unesco.org/news 
Selected Latest News  
Creating jobs and preserving heritage in Iraq through new ILO-UNESCO-EU collaboration 
News 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/52nd-session/
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/52nd-session/
https://www.unenvironment.org/
https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/press-release/un-environment-assembly-concludes-urgent-call-action-solve-planetary
https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/press-release/un-environment-assembly-concludes-urgent-call-action-solve-planetary
https://www.undrr.org/
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news.html
https://www.un.org/en/desa/un-panel-end-financial-abuses-save-people-and-planet
http://en.unesco.org/news
https://en.unesco.org/news/creating-jobs-and-preserving-heritage-iraq-through-new-ilo-unesco-eu-collaboration


   

  

02/24/2021 Iraq 
 
UNESCO calls for COVID-19 vaccines to be considered a global public good 
24/02/2021 
[See Week in Review for detail] 
 
 
International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS)  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://www.icomos.org/en/ 
Announcements 
ICOMOS publishes update of its Quality Principles for EU-funded interventions with 
potential impact on cultural heritage 
Paris, 25 February 2021 
 
 
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp 
Press Releases 
UNODC Executive Director launches Strategic Vision for Africa 2030  
25/02/2021 
 
 
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
http://unhabitat.org/ 
News & Stories 
Beirut explosion, six months on. UN-Habitat’s response and what lies ahead 
Tuesday 23 February, 2021  
 
 
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 27 Feb 2021] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Food Programme  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://www.wfp.org/news 
News releases 
26 February 2021  
WFP welcomes European Union, Ireland, UK and US funding top ups for refugees in 
Uganda, calls for more donors  
   KAMPALA - The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) today commended various donors for 
increasing their initial funding pledges for 1.26 million refugees in Uganda and urged more donors to 
step forward to prevent deeper cuts in food assistance for them.  
 
25 February 2021  
Information update on Democratic Republic of Congo security incident  
 
 

https://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-calls-covid-19-vaccines-be-considered-global-public-good
https://www.icomos.org/en/
https://www.icomos.org/images/DOCUMENTS/Secretariat/2021/Quality_Principles/Communique%CC%81_QPs_EN_FR.pdf
https://www.icomos.org/images/DOCUMENTS/Secretariat/2021/Quality_Principles/Communique%CC%81_QPs_EN_FR.pdf
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/releases/2021/February/unodc-executive-director-launches-strategic-vision-for-africa-2030.html
http://unhabitat.org/
https://unhabitat.org/beirut-explosion-six-months-on-un-habitat%E2%80%99s-response-and-what-lies-ahead
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/
https://www.wfp.org/news
https://www.wfp.org/news/wfp-welcomes-european-union-ireland-uk-and-us-funding-top-ups-refugees-uganda-calls-more
https://www.wfp.org/news/wfp-welcomes-european-union-ireland-uk-and-us-funding-top-ups-refugees-uganda-calls-more
https://www.wfp.org/news/wfp-welcomes-european-union-ireland-uk-and-us-funding-top-ups-refugees-uganda-calls-more
https://www.wfp.org/news/wfp-welcomes-european-union-ireland-uk-and-us-funding-top-ups-refugees-uganda-calls-more
https://www.wfp.org/news/information-update-democratic-republic-congo-security-incident-0
https://www.wfp.org/news/information-update-democratic-republic-congo-security-incident-0


   

  

   ROME – The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) has the following updates on the tragic 
armed attack in the east of the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) on 22 February:  
Democratic Republic of the Congo  
 
24 February 2021  
WFP strengthens community skills in Zimbabwe’s urban centres with Swiss Agency for 
Development and Cooperation support  
   Harare - The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) welcomes an additional US$7 million in 
new funding from Switzerland, through the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC), 
which will go directly towards assisting families living in Zimbabwe’s urban areas to strengthen their 
skills and ability to cope in the face of economic and climate shocks.  
 
24 February 2021  
Pandemic derails historic advances in children's access to school meals  
   ROME – The COVID-19 pandemic risks reversing a decade of hard-won gains in global efforts to 
provide nutritious food to the world’s most vulnerable children through a free daily meal in school, the 
United Nations World Food Programme said in a report released today. 
 
 
ILO International Labour Organization  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm 
Committee of Experts on the Application of Conventions and Recommendations (CEACR) 
Q&A with Corinne Vargha on the launch of the 2021 CEACR Report   
25 February 2021  
   The Committee of Experts on the Application of Conventions and Recommendations (CEACR) is one 
of the key elements of the ILO’s supervisory system for International Labour Standards. It is an 
independent body composed of 20 high-level legal experts, charged with examining the application of 
ILO Conventions and Recommendations by ILO Member States. It has just published its annual report. 
ILO News discussed the main findings with Corinne Vargha, Director of the International Labour 
Standards Department. 
  
Employment creation 
Iraq: Jobs, and cultural heritage the focus of new ILO-EU-UNESCO collaboration    
24 February 2021  
  With support from the European Union, the programme will use employment-intensive approaches to 
create decent jobs and upgrade skills and employment services for internally displaced persons, Syrian 
refugees and host community members, while preserving and rehabilitating cultural heritage sites. 
 
Automotive industry 
Urgent need to promote decent and sustainable work in the automotive industry   
24 February 2021  
   With the COVID-19 crisis placing massive economic strains on the automotive industry, governments, 
workers’ and employers’ representatives agree a roadmap to ensure a future that works for all in the 
sector. 
 
World Employment and Social Outlook 2021 
Rapid growth of digital economy calls for coherent policy response   
23 February 2021  
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   The growth of digital labour platforms is presenting opportunities and challenges for workers and 
businesses and a need for international policy dialogue. 
 
Press release 
Income support to help 17,000 garment workers in Lao PDR hit by COVID-19   
23 February 2021  
   The Lao Social Security Organization (LSSO) today announced that one-time cash transfers totalling 
US$ 1.8 million would help mitigate workers’ lost income and support business continuity while 
reducing employers’ staff turnover costs. 
 
 
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
http://www.icao.int/  
Latest News       
Mr. Juan Carlos Salazar of Colombia appointed new Secretary General of ICAO 
25/2/21 
 
ICAO and WCO issue joint calls on vaccine supply chain priorities, new customs and 
security guidelines 
   Montréal, 22 February 2021 – ICAO and the World Customs Organization (WCO) have published a 
joint statement calling on governments to demonstrate maximum flexibility with respect to border 
clearance and air transport supply chain operations essential to the effective distribution of COVID-19 
vaccines and related medical supplies… 
 
 
IMO International Maritime Organization  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://www.imo.org/ 
Latest Press Briefings  
26 February 2021  
African Regional webinar builds support for the 2012 Cape Town Agreement  
   Attendees at the African regional webinar discussed the benefits of the 2012 Cape Town Agreement 
as a tool to improve fishing vessel safety in countries' territorial waters.  
 
25 February 2021  
IMO regional pollution centre assists with oil spill incident in Israel  
   REMPEC is assisting the competent authorities of Israel with technical expertise regarding the 
beaching of a large quantities of tar balls on the Israeli shoreline. 
 
 
WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UPU  Universal Postal Union   [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://www.upu.int/en/News-Media/Press/Press-Releases 
Press Releases 
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https://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/ICAO-and-WCO-issue-joint-calls-on-vaccine-supply-chain-priorities-new-customs-and-security-guidelines.aspx
https://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/ICAO-and-WCO-issue-joint-calls-on-vaccine-supply-chain-priorities-new-customs-and-security-guidelines.aspx
https://www.imo.org/
https://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/Pages/WhatsNew-1586.aspx
https://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/Pages/WhatsNew-1585.aspx
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release
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No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Organization for Standardization (ISO)  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/ 
News 
23 February 2021  
New ISO strategy to 2030  
    ISO is pleased to announce a new long-term strategy that will guide the actions of the organization 
and help it to achieve its vision of making lives easier, safer and better.  
 
 
UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://www.unwto.org/news 
News 
All Regions  
Harnessing the Power of Culture and Creativity in Tourism Recovery 
25 Feb 2021 
The shared values and close ties between tourism and culture stakeholders means both sectors can 
work together to ensure inclusive access to heritage, as countries around the world recover from the 
pandemic. In recognition of this mutually reinforcing relationship, the World Tourism Organization 
(UNWTO) and UNESCO have collaborated to produce a set of new guidelines focusing on the 
responsible restart of cultural tourism. 
 
 
WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 27 Feb 2021] 
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/ 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CBD  Convention on Biological Diversity [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://www.cbd.int/ 
Announcements 
26.02.2021 Retroviruses are re-writing the koala genome and causing cancer  
 
:::::: 
 
USAID [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/2021 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Announcements 
New USAID Partnership Promotes Equity in Science  

http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html
https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/
https://www.iso.org/news/ref2630.html
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February 26, 2021 
   Today, the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) launched a formal partnership with 
Minorities in Agriculture, Natural Resources and Related Sciences (MANRRS), a national society that 
promotes the academic and professional advancement of historically underrepresented groups. USAID 
and MANRRS will partner to increase diversity in the next generation of science professionals and 
ensure they are set up for success throughout their careers. This partnership exemplifies USAID’s 
commitment to ensuring equity in USAID’s workforce, moving closer to a workforce that is reflective of 
the American people. 
 
 
Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office [nee DFID]  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/foreign-commonwealth-development-office 
Selected Press Releases. Announcements 
UK sanctions further Myanmar military figures for role in coup: 25 February 2021  
25 February 2021 — Press release 
   Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab announces further sanctions against members of Myanmar’s State 
Administration Council. 
 
 
ECHO  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news 
Latest News 
EU co-ordinating the urgent delivery of COVID-19 vaccines to Moldova  
27/02/2021 
   Today, a consignment of 21,600 doses of COVID-19 vaccines is being delivered to Moldova from 
Romania to support the country’s response to the pandemic. This delivery follows Moldova’s request for 
vaccines through the EU Civil Protection Mechanism,...  
 
EU allocates €39 million for the most vulnerable in Bangladesh and Myanmar 
23/02/2021 
   The European Commission has announced today €39 million in humanitarian aid to address the 
needs of displaced and conflict-affected communities in Bangladesh and Myanmar, in particular in the 
context of the pressing Rohingya refugee crisis, which...  
 
:::::: 
 
African Union [to 27 Feb 2021] 
http://www.au.int/ 
News 
The quest for a Common African Position to advance the gender agenda  
February 26, 2021  
   Africa is committed to reach a consensus and adopt a common position that will advance Gender 
Equality and Women’s Empowerment (GEWE), at the national, regional and global levels. Ahead of the 
65th Session of the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW65) set from 15 to 26 March 2021, at 
the United Nations, New York, the African Union Commission in collaboration with the UN Women and 
UN Economic Commission of Africa, are convening the Africa Regional Consultations that will enable 
the continent speak with one voice at the New York meeting. The Common African Position is a 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/foreign-commonwealth-development-office
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-sanctions-further-myanmar-military-figures-for-role-in-coup-february-25-2021
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https://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/eu-allocates-39-million-most-vulnerable-bangladesh-and-myanmar_en
http://www.au.int/
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20210226/quest-common-african-position-advance-gender-agenda-gathers-momentum-ahead-un


   

  

framework that will detail the realization of inclusive, irreversible and measurable progress towards 
gender equality and women’s empowerment… 
 
African Union Calls for Increased Investment and Strengthening Strategic and Multilateral 
Partnerships to Tackle the World Drug Problem 
February 26, 2021  
   The African Union Commissioner for Health, Humanitarian Affairs and Social Development, H.E Amira 
Elfadil, has called for strengthening the strategic and multilateral partnerships as well as increased 
investment by Members States to comprehensively address the world drug problem exacerbated by the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  
   The Commissioner was speaking at a high level event held virtually to launch an ambitious strategic 
plan to tackle the impact of drugs, crime, corruption and terrorism on the continent over the next 
decade by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC)… 
 
 
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
http://asean.org/category/news/asean-secretariat-news/ 
Secretariat News 
ASEAN builds up minerals cooperation 
   JAKARTA, 26 February 2021 - Representatives from the ASEAN Member States (AMS) convened on 
23-24 February for the Regional Workshop on the Development Prospects for the ASEAN Minerals 
Cooperation (DPAMC) and Scoping Study of the ASEAN Minerals Database and Information System 
(AMDIS). The two-day workshop discussed the initial findings and recommendations from the drafts of 
the [...] 
 
Joint Press Release ASEAN, Canada, UN Women jointly launch 5-year programme to 
advance Women, Peace and Security Agenda 
   Jakarta/Ottawa/New York, 24 February 2021 – The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), 
Canada and UN Women jointly launched today a five-year programme to expand and strengthen 
women’s leadership and participation in conflict prevention, resolution and recovery in South-East Asia. 
The CAD 8.5 million (US $6.36 million) programme, “Empowering women for sustainable peace:  
 
 
European Commission [to 27 Feb 2021] 
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1 
Latest   
News  26 February 2021 
Von der Leyen at the video conference of the members of the European Council discusses 
vaccination, security and defence, and Southern Neighbourhood 
   To continue increasing the speed of our vaccination effort, she called on everyone to play a role. The 
Commission is working with the companies to ramp up production and address bottlenecks in the 
supply, she explained.  
   
News  23 February 2021 
President von der Leyen joins the Global Citizen campaign to end COVID-19 and kick start 
a global recovery 

https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20210226/african-union-calls-increased-investment-and-strengthening-strategic-and
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   “We have to fight the pandemic right now, but we also have to address its broader impact on the 
most vulnerable and tackle the root causes,” said Ursula von der Leyen, President of the European 
Commission. 
 
 
OECD  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
http://www.oecd.org/  
Top Stories 
OECD calls on countries to crack down on the professionals enabling tax and white collar 
crimes  
   Countries should increase efforts to better deter, detect and disrupt the activities of professionals 
who enable tax evasion and other financial crimes, according to a new OECD report.  
25-February-2021 
 
 
Organization of American States (OAS)   [to 27 Feb 2021] 
http://www.oas.org/en/ 
Press Releases 
XI Americas Competitiveness Forum Co-Organized by OAS Discusses Post-COVID Recovery 
February 25, 2021 
   The agenda of the Forum, which is in session today and tomorrow, Friday, February 26, includes: 
:: Digital Transformation, SME Competitiveness and Citizenship; 
:: Business Development based on Innovation and Empowerment of Entrepreneurs; 
:: Improving the Regulatory Environment, Trade Facilitation and Regional Value Chains; and 
:: Climate Change Adaptation and Post-COVID Recovery. 
 
 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://www.oic-oci.org/  
Selected Press Releases 
OIC Welcomes Sri Lankan Government’s Decision Permitting Burial of Muslim Coronavirus 
Victims 
   The General Secretariat of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) welcomed the decision by 
the Sri Lankan government to end compulsory cremation of Muslims victims of COVID-19 and allow 
their burial.... 
27/02/2021 
 
OIC Delegation Visits Bangladesh to take Stock of the Situation of Rohingya and 
Coordinate on Legal Case against Myanmar 
   A delegation from the General Secretariat of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) and the 
Islamic Solidarity Fund (ISF) will visit Bangladesh from 27 February to 2 March 2021 to take stock of 
the conditions of the Rohingya refugees. During the visit, the delegation will hold a series of 
consultations with Bangladeshi officials on ways and means to support bilateral cooperation and 
coordinate on the issue of the Rohingya Muslims in Myanmar. ... 
25/02/2021 
 
OIC Reiterate its Commitment to the Protection of Human Rights  
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   Secretary General of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) Dr. Yousef A. Al-Othaimeen has 
reaffirmed the organization’s commitment to the promotion and protection of human rights and 
fundamental freedoms.... 
23/02/2021 
 
 
Group of 77  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
http://www.g77.org/ 
Latest Statements and Speeches 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
UNCTAD  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://unctad.org/media-centre 
Press Releases 
25 Feb 2021 –  
A few developing countries overperform on frontier technologies, but most lag behind – 
UN Report  
UNCTAD/PRESS/PR/2021/007   Geneva, Switzerland 
[See Week in Review for more detail] 
 
25 Feb 2021 –  
New and emerging technologies can foster an inclusive COVID-19 recovery – UN Report 
UNCTAD/PRESS/PR/2021/006 
Geneva, Switzerland 
 
 
World Customs Organization – WCO  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
http://www.wcoomd.org/ 
Latest News – Selected Items 
26 February 2021  
Amidst obstacles posed by pandemic, Container Control Programme cocaine seizures 
surpassed 100 ton milestone in 2020  
 
26 February 2021  
WCO issues a Secretariat Note on practical steps to facilitate and secure the cross-border 
movement of COVID-19 vaccines by Customs  
On 25 February 2021 the WCO Secretariat published a new Secretariat Note providing guidance with 
regard to the implementation by Members of the twelve measures outlined in the December 2020 
Council Resolution on the Role of Customs in facilitating the cross-border movement of situationally 
critical medicines and vaccines. The Secretariat Note also provides information on WCO instruments 
and tools that can support the implementation of the Resolution and contains examples of Members’ 
practices in that regard. 
WCO Secretariat Note: ROLE OF CUSTOMS IN FACILITATING AND SECURING THE CROSS-
BORDER MOVEMENT OF SITUATIONALLY CRITICAL MEDICINES AND VACCINES 
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WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 27 Feb 2021] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
WTO News and Events 
DDG Wolff calls on members to work with new Director-General to reform WTO 
25 February 2021 
   Speaking to heads of WTO member delegations on 25 February, Deputy Director-General Alan Wolff 
urged them to build on their warm welcome for incoming Director-General Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala by 
working with her to deliver much-needed reforms to the WTO. “Enthusiasm, optimism and hope need 
to be translated into concrete action” to enhance global trade’s contribution “to a more effective 
pandemic response as well as a strong and sustainable economic recovery,” he said. Delivering 
negotiated agreements would be essential to repair the WTO’s reputation.  

:::::: 

IPU  Inter-Parliamentary Union   [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases 
Press releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Court of Justice  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases 
Latest Press Releases   
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Criminal Court (ICC)  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
Trying individuals for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
  
World Bank [to 27 Feb 2021] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
Selected News, Announcements 
Nepal and World Bank Sign Innovative Financing Agreement on Forests and Climate 
Change for Building Back Greener 
The agreement of up to US$45 million will also promote sustainable livelihoods and land use in Nepal’s 
resource-rich lowlands. Kathmandu, February 26, 2021 — The Government of Nepal signed a 
landmark...  
Date: February 26, 2021 Type: Press Release 
 
Education for all refugee children is within reach – finds World Bank-UNHCR report 
GENEVA/WASHINGTON, February 25, 2021 – The average annual cost of educating refugees is less 
than 5 percent of public education expenditure in developing nations hosting 85 percent of the 
world’s...  
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Date: February 25, 2021 Type: Press Release  
 
The Global Cost of Inclusive Refugee Education 
The average annual cost of educating refugees is less than 5 percent of public education expenditure in 
developing nations hosting 85 percent of the world’s refugees, according to a joint World Bank –...  
Date: February 24, 2021 Type: Publication  
 
IDA’s COVID-19 Response: Speed, Scale and Selectivity 
Since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic, IDA has provided substantial support to IDA countries’ 
crisis response and development programs, helping them transition to a resilient and...  
Date: February 23, 2021 Type: Infographic  
 
Laws Still Restrict Women’s Economic Opportunities Despite Progress, Study Finds 
Economic and social impact of COVID-19 pandemic reinforcing gender inequalities WASHINGTON, 
February 23, 2021 – Countries are inching toward greater gender equality, but women around the 
world continue...  
Date: February 23, 2021 Type: Press Release La 
 
Greater Innovation Critical to Driving Sustained Economic Recovery in East Asia 
WASHINGTON, February 23, 2021 – Innovation is critical to productivity growth and economic progress 
in developing East Asia in a rapidly changing world, according to a new World Bank report launched 
today...  
Date: February 23, 2021 Type: Press Release  
 
The Innovation Imperative for Developing East Asia 
Download the Full Report | Overview (English)  
Date: February 23, 2021 Type: Publication  
 
 
IMF  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article 
News, Announcements 
February 26, 2021 
IMF Managing Director Kristalina Georgieva Calls for Strong G20 Policies to Counter 
‘Dangerous Divergence’  
   … “And we see dangerous divergence between and within economies. In emerging and developing 
countries, excluding China, we project by 2022 cumulative per capita income losses as high as 22 
percent, versus 13 percent in advanced economies. And we forecast that only half of the countries that 
were narrowing their income gaps relative to advanced economies will continue to do so over 2020-22. 
Within countries, the young, the low-skilled, and women have been disproportionately affected by job 
losses.  
   “And we cannot forget the major threat from climate change."  
Policies and Fund support  
“We need strong and determined action.  
   “First, speed up vaccinations across the world — it is the most impactful support for the recovery. 
We need international collaboration to accelerate production and make vaccines available everywhere 
as fast as possible.  
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    “Second, resolve to provide lifelines to business and households, tailored to countries’ 
circumstances, until there is a durable exit from the health crisis. And prepare for risks and unintended 
consequences once policy support is gradually withdrawn. We are likely to see rises in bankruptcies 
and financial stresses, including excessive volatility in financial markets.  
   “Third, step up support to vulnerable countries. Together with the World Bank we are working with 
countries to implement strong reforms, address debt transparency and sustainability, and expand 
concessional financing. We support the prompt and effective implementation of the Common 
Framework, with Chad, Ethiopia, and Zambia being the first candidates. We are also reviewing the case 
for extending the Debt Service Suspension Initiative...  
 
 
African Development Bank Group  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://www.afdb.org/en 
Press Releases 
Time for a digital scale-up in Africa to unlock the continent’s untapped creative economies, 
panelists say 
   24-Feb-2021 - Digital platforms in Africa should scale up to take advantage of the continent’s surging 
demand for creative content, said Africa Investment Forum Senior Director Chinelo Anohu, adding that 
the African Development Bank flagship entity is providing advisory services and investment support to 
creative players.  
 
 
Asian Development Bank  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
http://www.adb.org/news/releases 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-
level announcements are added each week] 
25 Feb 2021 
ADB Sells $2 Billion 10-Year Global Benchmark Bond 
   The Asian Development Bank priced a $2 billion 10-year global bond, proceeds of which will be part 
of ADB’s ordinary capital resources. 
 
24 Feb 2021 
ADB Appoints Bruno Carrasco Director General for Sustainable Development and Climate 
Change  
   ADB has appointed Bruno Carrasco as Director General and concurrently Chief Compliance Officer of 
its Sustainable Development and Climate Change Department, effective immediately. 
 
 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank   [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-
level announcements are added each week] 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news 
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News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Islamic Development Bank  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://www.isdb.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 
 

:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
   We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new research and 
major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, collaborations, and initiatives 
across the human rights, humanitarian response and development spheres of action.  WE will not 
reference fundraising announcements, programs, events or appeals, and generally not include content 
which is primarily photo-documentation or video in format. 
 
 
Action Contre la Faim – Action Against Hunger  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org 
Communiqués de presse  
République centrafricaine 
Réponses d’urgence aux déplacés suite aux violences post-élections 
Posté le 24 février 2021  
   Action contre la Faim répond aux besoins urgents des populations déplacées par les violences des 
élections en République centrafricaine. 
 
 
Alliance for International Medical Action (ALIMA)  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://www.alima-ngo.org/en/press-room 
PRESS RELEASES 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://newsroom.amref.org/category/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases     
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Aravind Eye Care System  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://aravind.org/ 
Aravind News 
No new digest content identified. 
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Blue Shield International  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://theblueshield.org/category/bsi-news/ 
BSI News 
24 Feb 2021 
BSI welcomes Michael Delacruz 
   Blue Shield International is delighted to welcome Dr Michael Delacruz to join the Secretariat. Michael 
is a visual arts researcher and classical archaeologist currently exploring the potential of classical 
narratives, reinterpreted in visual or multimedia terms, to address the social and individual costs of 
armed conflict and hegemonic expansionism. From 2016 and 2018, he curated [...] 
 
 
BRAC  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
http://www.brac.net/#news 
Latest  
COVID-19, Learning, Youth  
COVID-19 resulted in more child marriages. Why? 
February 25, 2021  
by Saeda Bilkis Bani  
   The transition from in-school to online learning can easily seem like a mechanical one, but it creates 
new challenges for remote and poor communities. These challenges can lead to devastating 
consequences for girls. 
 
 
Clubhouse International  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html 
News/Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://drc.ngo/ 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ECPAT  [to 27 Feb 2021]  
http://www.ecpat.net/news 
News from ECPAT 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Fountain House  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/  
Press Releases 
Statement from President and CEO, Ashwin Vasan, MD, PhD, regarding the killing of Daniel 
Prude  
Posted on: February 23, 2021  
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GE2P2 Global  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
A foundation/501[c]3 and a public benefit corporation focused on advancing ethical and scientific rigor 
in research and evidence generation – informing governance, policy and practice 
www.ge2p2.org 
News/Analysis/Statements/Webinars 
Informed Consent: A Monthly Review - February 2021  
New edition posted: PDF -  https://asymmetricphilanthropy.files.wordpress.com/2021/02/ge2p2-
global_informed-consent-a-monthly-review_february-2021.pdf 
 
 
Humanity & Inclusion  [nee Handicap International]  [to 27 Feb 2021]  
https://hi.org/en/index 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Heifer International  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://www.heifer.org/ 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HelpAge International  [to 27 Feb 2021]  
https://www.helpage.org/newsroom/latest-news/ 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
No new digest content identified. 

 
 
ICRC  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports       
"Human security focus needed in effective action for climate and conflict-vulnerable 
communities" 
   ICRC Statement to Security Council Open Debate: Addressing climate-related risks to international 
peace and security through mitigation and resilience building. 
23-02-2021 | Statement 
 
"States must continue to ensure respect for IHL to limit environmental degradation due to 
armed conflict from happening in the first place" 
   West Africa at the precipice: Visualizing climate stress and insecurity. 
23-02-2021 | Statement 
 
 
IFRC   [to 27 Feb 2021] 
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
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International Medical Corps (IMC)   [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/ 
Updates / Alerts 
No new digest content identified 
  
 
IRC  International Rescue Committee  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 
Media highlights [Selected] 
Press Release  
IRC: U.S. and Mexico governments meeting promises progress in response to regional 
migration crisis 
February 25, 2021 
 
 
IRCT  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://irct.org/ 
Latest News 
News  24 Feb 2021  
Joint Call for a Global Arms Embargo on Myanmar  
An Open Letter to the UN Security Council and Individual UN Member States. 
 
News  23 Feb 2021  
IRCT mourns the passing of Sister Dianna Ortiz  
   Sister Dianna Ortiz, founder of the Torture Abolition and Survivor Support Coalition (TASSC), sadly 
passed away February 19th, 2021 surrounded by her family. Sister Dianna Ortiz has touched many 
hearts in the anti-torture movement as a survivor herself, as a friend, and as a pioneer. 
 
 
Islamic Relief Worldwide  [to 27 Feb 2021]  
https://www.islamic-relief.org/ 
Latest News  
Aid groups warn disaster looms for Yemen if funding cuts continue 
Published: 27 February, 2021  
 
 
Landsea   [to 27 Feb 2021] 
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Medecins du Monde   [to 27 Feb 2021]  
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/ 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
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Mercy Corps [to 27 Feb 2021] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
News Releases & Alerts  
February 23, 2021  
200 US Leaders Call for a People's Vaccine 
Public health, medicine, and economics experts join artists in public letter to President Biden calling for 
COVID-19 vaccines to be free and available to everyone, everywhere 
   More than 200 leaders from public health, medical, faith-based, development, racial justice, and 
labor organizations in the US, joined economists, former members of Congress and artists to sign a 
public letter calling on President Biden to champion a People’s Vaccine for COVID-19 -- a public good 
that is freely and fairly available to all, prioritizing those most in need at home and around the world… 
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 27 Feb 2021]  
http://www.msf.org/ 
Latest [Selected Announcements] 
DRC Ebola outbreaks  
MSF responds in North Kivu to twelfth Ebola outbreak in DRC  
Project Update 25 Feb 2021  
 
Haiti  
Staff forced to transfer burns hospital patients following Port-au-Prince violence  
Project Update 25 Feb 2021  
 
 
Operation Smile  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office 
Program Schedule 
Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve every 
opportunity for safe surgical care.  
 
  
OXFAM [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://www.oxfam.org/en/ 
Selected News/Announcements     
G20 signals support for new allocation of IMF Special Drawing Rights: Oxfam reaction  
26 February 2021 
Responding to a press release issued by the G20 Presidency today signalling support for a new 
allocation of Special Drawing Rights (SDRs), Nadia Daar, Head of Oxfam International's Washington DC 
office, said: “After nearly a year of deadlock and pandemic, Oxfam is encouraged that the G20 is 
paving the path toward an issuance of International Monetary Fund (IMF) SDRs to boost global 
liquidity".   
   
Climate national action plans “appalling and irresponsible” - Oxfam  
26 February 2021 
In reaction to the UNFCCC NDC Synthesis report launched today, Oxfam's Global Climate Policy Lead, 
Nafkote Dabi, said: “Today’s report findings are appalling. The combined climate plans submitted 
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account to a dismal 1% emissions reduction, far below the 45% reduction needed to limit global 
warming below 1.5 degrees, and avoid disastrous impacts on vulnerable communities." 
   
Oxfam welcomes breakthrough on corporate tax transparency after nearly 5 years of EU 
deadlock  
25 February 2021 
After almost five years of deadlock, EU governments in the Council finally backed new EU rules on 
corporate tax transparency today. The proposal requires multinationals to publicly report on what 
profits they make, how much tax they pay, and where they pay it. 
 
Israel vaccine export deal "shameful" as nearly 5m Palestinians wait 
25 February 2021 
In reaction to Israel’s announcement to sending surplus vaccines to the Czech Republic, Hungary, 
Honduras, and Guatemala, Oxfam in the Occupied Palestinian Territory Acting Country Director Dina 
Jibril said: Israel’s deal to exchange surplus vaccines for UN votes and embassies, while the vast 
majority of almost 5 million Palestinians living in the occupied West Bank and Gaza are left to wait for 
the potentially life-saving vaccine is shameful and shortsighted.  
   
Oxfam reaction to 2021 UN Humanitarian Needs Overview for Yemen 
24 February 2021 
Commenting on the 2021 Humanitarian Needs Overview for Yemen Muhsin Siddiquey, Oxfam’s Country 
Director in Yemen, said: “The number of Yemenis in need is truly overwhelming, but we must 
remember that behind each of these statistics, there is a story of individual human suffering.  
 
  
Norwegian Refugee Council   [to 27 Feb 2021] 
http://www.nrc.no/ 
Latest news  
South Sudan | 23. Feb 2021  
Urgent action needed to tackle triple threat of conflict, flooding and hunger in South Sudan 
   Rising levels of armed violence, and almost 500,000 people displaced by floods and looming famine 
in five states are deepening an already dire humanitarian crisis in South Sudan. Renewed fighting in 
many parts of the country has escalated to levels as serious as any, since the conflict started in 2013. 
Delivery of humanitarian assistance continues to face significant obstructions particularly in areas 
hardest-to-reach. Four aid workers have also been killed in the line of duty this year alone 
 
 
Pact  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
http://www.pactworld.org/  
Latest News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Partners In Health  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://www.pih.org/news 
News  
Working in Global Health: Mary Cooper  
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   Cooper, an accountant for PIH since 2014, talks about working in finance at a global health 
nonprofit, why her daughter is named after a cultural icon, her southern childhood and Boston 
adulthood, and the importance of knowing your mission.     
February 25, 2021  
  
Working In Global Health: Kirby Page 
   As part of our Working In Global Health series, we caught up with Kirby Page, Global Policy & 
Partnerships Coordinator, who shared what inspired her work in global health, how she's bringing her 
passion for advocacy to her career, and more.  
February 24, 2021    
 
PIH Supports Ebola Preparedness In Sierra Leone, Liberia 
   We stand in solidarity with the government and people of Guinea as they rush to care for those who 
have fallen ill and to ensure the virus does not spread further. And in Sierra Leone and Liberia, we are 
working with local and national health officials to support preparedness efforts.  
February 22, 2021  
 
 
PATH  [to 27 Feb 2021]  
https://www.path.org/media-center/  
Press Release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Plan International/BORNEfonden  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Save The Children [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://www.savethechildren.net/news 
News 
28 February 2021 - Myanmar 
Shocking scenes of violence on streets of Myanmar put at risk lives and well-being of 
children and families 
 
26 February 2021 - Yemen 
Further catastrophe looms for Yemen if funding cuts continue, aid organisations said 
 
26 February 2021 - Nigeria 
NIGERIA – ‘Attacks unacceptable, schools should never be a place of fear’ 
 
25 February 2021 - Switzerland 
COVID-19: $1.6 billion urgently needed to tackle global shortage of oxy 
 
 
Tostan  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
http://www.tostan.org 
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News/Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Women for Women International [to 27 Feb 2021]  
https://www.womenforwomen.org/blogs 
Blogs & Updates 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Vision  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
http://wvi.org/ 
Newsroom  
Children speak up about the rights and the future they want  
February 23rd 2021  
 Over 10,000 children and young people participate in a consultation to shape the design of the EU’s 
upcoming Child Rights Strategy and Child Guarantee 
   The opinions of children and young people might soon be playing a greater role in policymaking. A 
group of five Children’s Rights organisations launched an on-line survey and consultation with children, 
as well as the development of a report itself. The children’s voices will help inform the EU's Strategy on 
the Rights of the Child and the Child Guarantee. The children’s contributions will therefore directly help 
shape and define priorities for both initiatives. This survey was initiated by the European Commission 
who worked on it in close cooperation with the five child rights agencies… 
 
:::::: 
 
Electronic Frontiers Foundation   [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://www.eff.org/updates?type=press_release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
  
Freedom House [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://freedomhouse.org/ 
Latest Updates  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Human Rights Watch  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://www.hrw.org/ 
Featured Commentary, Announcements, Statements 
February 26, 2021  
Bangladesh: Writer Dies After 9 Months in Custody  
   Bangladesh authorities should conduct a transparent and independent investigation into the 
circumstances of Mushtaq Ahmed’s death in custody. 
   
February 25, 2021  News Release  
Iran: Killings Near Pakistani Border  
 

https://www.womenforwomen.org/blogs
http://wvi.org/newsroom
https://www.wvi.org/newsroom/world-vision-european-union/children-speak-about-rights-and-future-they-want
https://www.eff.org/updates?type=press_release
https://freedomhouse.org/
https://www.hrw.org/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/02/26/bangladesh-writer-dies-after-9-months-custody
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/02/25/iran-killings-near-pakistani-border


   

  

Africa   February 26, 2021  Report  
Cameroon: Survivors of Military Assault Await Justice  
 
Asia   February 25, 2021  News Release  
Philippines Admits Police Role in ‘Drug War’ Killings  
 
 
Transparency International  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases 
Press 
Alert: Fake YouTube channel impersonating Transparency International 
Transparency International wishes to alert the public to a fake YouTube channel impersonating our 
organisation and posting highly defamatory videos against anti-corruption organisations working in…  
28 February 2021  
 
UN FACTI Panel report should serve as blueprint for global anti-corruption action 
International community must act to stop illicit finance undermining sustainable development 
The report published today by the UN High Level Panel on International Financial Accountability, 
Transparency and Integrity (FACTI Panel) lays out a clear vision for a cooperative international…  
25 February 2021  
 
Georgia: Arrest of opposition leader aggravates political crisis 
Transparency International is deeply concerned by developments in Georgia. The decision to raid the 
offices of the United National Movement opposition party and arrest its leader, Nika Melia, will…  
24 February 2021  
 
Hundreds of academics, civil society groups and business leaders join call for UN General 
Assembly to end anonymous shell companies 
700 signatories from 120 countries ask UNGASS 2021 to set a new global standard on beneficial 
ownership transparency 
Transparency International today submitted an appeal to the UN General Assembly from more than 
700 signatories calling for a new global standard for transparency in company ownership. The appeal…  
24 February 2021  
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
:::::  
 
ChildFund Alliance  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://childfundalliance.org/ 
News/ Statements 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
CONCORD  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
http://concordeurope.org/  
Latest News and Events 
Op-ed: Can the EU assert its leadership and truly deliver on gender equality in 2021 (and 
beyond)? 
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Feb 23, 2021 | Gender equality 
   After a disappointing end to 2020, which had promised to be a groundbreaking year for EU 
commitments to and leadership on gender equality, what’s next? Our Vice President and Director of 
CARE International offers her perspective. 
 
 
The Elders  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://theelders.org/news-insight 
Selected Press Releases and Major Announcements 
Statement 
The world remains dangerously off track on climate, The Elders warn ahead of critical UN 
assessment  
26 February 2021  
   The Elders have voiced grave concern about the lack of ambition from many world leaders, as the 
UN reports back on carbon commitments ahead of the crucial COP26 climate summit in Glasgow this 
November. 
 
 
Evidence Aid   [to 27 Feb 2021] 
Evidence Aid aims to save lives and livelihoods in disasters by providing decision-makers with the best 
available evidence and by championing its use. 
http://www.evidenceaid.org/ 
New Resources  
Health messages to encourage vaccination during a pandemic or epidemic (search done in 
May 2020)   Added February 24, 2021 
 
Signs and symptoms for diagnosing COVID-19 (search done on 15 July 2020)   Added 
February 23, 2021 
 
 
Gavi [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://www.gavi.org/ 
News Releases 
COVID-19 vaccine doses shipped by the COVAX Facility head to Ghana, marking beginning 
of global roll-out 
 
No-fault compensation programme for COVID-19 vaccines is a world first 
 
 
Getty Conservation Institute   [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://www.getty.edu/research/ 
Latest News    
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Global Fund  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/ 
News & Stories 
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News  
The Republic of the Congo and Global Fund Sign New Grants to Increase Access to HIV, TB 
and Malaria Prevention and Treatment  
25 February 2021  
   The Global Fund, the Government of the Republic of the Congo and health partners launched the 
implementation of two new grants to strengthen prevention and treatment services to fight HIV, TB 
and malaria and build resilient and sustainable systems for health.  
 
News  
Burkina Faso and Global Fund Launch New Grants to Accelerate Progress against HIV, TB 
and Malaria  
25 February 2021  
   The Government of Burkina Faso, the Global Fund and health partners strengthened their 
partnership by launching four new grants to accelerate the end of AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria as 
epidemics and strengthen health systems. The new grants will cover the 2021-2023 implementation 
period.  
 
 
Hilton Prize Coalition [to 27 Feb 2021] 
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/ 
Website not responding at inquiry 
 
 
ICVA - International Council of Voluntary Agencies   [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://icvanetwork.org/ 
Latest resources, events, content 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
InterAction  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
http://www.interaction.org/ 
Latest Updates 
Crises & Countries in Conflict  
Ensuring Equitable Access to the COVID-19 Vaccine 
Sam Worthington  |  Feb 24, 2021  
 
Blog Post  
InterAction Member Snapshot: Food Security 
Jeremy Doran  |  Feb 24, 2021  
 
:::::: 
 
3ie  International Initiative for Impact Evaluation [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://www.3ieimpact.org/ 
Publications/Events/Blogs 
No new digest content identified. 
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CHS Alliance  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
http://chsalliance.org/ 
Our Impact 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Development Initiatives   [to 27 Feb 2021] 
http://devinit.org/news/ 
News 
23 February 2021 
DI appoints Sue Wardell CBE as Board Chair  
   DI is pleased to announce the appointment of Sue Wardell CBE as Chair of our Board of Directors. 
Sue Wardell CBE will join Development Initiatives’ (DI) Board from 1 March 2021. She will bring her 
extensive professional experience to the role, having served previously as Vice President of the African 
Development Bank, in multiple Director-level roles in the UK Department for International Development 
and as Save the Children’s Regional Director for West and Southern Africa… 
 
::::::  
 
Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action 
(ALNAP)     [to 27 Feb 2021] 
http://www.alnap.org/ 
News/Blog/Events  
ALNAP Webinar: How is COVID-19 transforming M&E?  
Date  25 March  Time 
13:00 - 14:00, GMT  
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/6316143487774/WN_Ur1TqXv-QOGxS38Yjg-uxw  
   Following from our February Skills-Building Workshop series on M&E during a pandemic, please join 
ALNAP for a discussion on the key takeaways from these events. 
   In the webinar we will reflect on approaches to evaluation strategy and planning during the 
Pandemic; key evaluation challenges and changes in evaluation practice during COVID; and the ethics, 
gaps and challenges in remote M&E and data collection. 
 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre 
LATEST PRESS RELEASES 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
EHLRA/R2HC/HIF   [to 27 Feb 2021] 
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/ 
News 
25.02.2021  
Meet the WASH innovations gathering evidence to scale 
 
 
Geneva Centre of Humanitarian Studies [nee CERAH] – [to 27 Feb 2021] 
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https://humanitarianstudies.ch/ 
News/Events 
Faculty member Prof. Julie Billaud receives the special mention of the International 
Geneva Award 2020 
17/02/21   News 
   “Masters of Disorder: Rituals of Communication and Monitoring at the International Committee of the 
Red Cross“, a paper written by our Faculty member Professor Julie Billaud, received the Special 
Mention of the International Geneva Award 2020… 
 
 
Groupe URD   [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://www.urd.org/en/ 
Publications, Events, News 
Projects  
Mapping of Lebanese Civil Society Organisations 
February 2021 - may 2021  
   In a context where France has recently reinforced its support to Lebanon – notably by providing 
humanitarian assistance following the explosion in Beirut on 4 August 2020 – Groupe URD is mapping 
the main civil society organisations in Lebanon, in partnership with the French Development Agency.  
Funded by French Development Agency  
   The objective will be to help to structure and develop reinforced cooperation between civil society 
organisations and the public authorities, to tackle issues that are relevant to the Lebanese context. 
Initially, the scope of the study will be the country as a whole, but the focus may subsequently be 
narrowed to concentrate on one or more specific regions. 
 
 
International Humanitarian Studies Association  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://ihsa.info/  

Weekly humanitarian blog posts selection 
How aid should change away from its old philanthropical roots 
Selection#45 (15th-21st February) 
   This week’s blog selection has several articles that continue the discussion of how aid should change 
away from its old philanthropical roots.  
    There is also attention for the situation in Myanmar and the dilemma that aid agencies are facing in 
whether or not to continue their involvement in the country after the coup. An article on the 
contribution of grassroots organisations in peace building processes is highly relevant in view of the 
nexus between humanitarianism and peace building, and there is a review of the global compact for 
migration. 
   Finally, we would like to draw your attention to an article about climate change-related displacement 
in Central America. 
 
 
INEE – an international network for education in emergencies   [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://inee.org/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
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Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP)  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://phap.org/ 
Association news, events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Sphere  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://spherestandards.org/news/ 
News 
Sphere launches new strategy for 2021-2025  
25 February 2021 | Sphere 
Sphere was established in 1997 as an inter-agency project in response to concerns about the 
performance, accountability and lack of coordination among humanitarian actors during the Great 
Lakes refugee crisis. Sphere developed standards for humanitarian response which have inspired 
generations of humanitarians, and transformed from a project to an independent non-profit 
membership organisation in 2016. 
 
Sphere is now a diverse global community that brings together frontline practitioners, humanitarian 
agencies, community organisations, trainers, donors, policy makers, government agencies and affected 
communities, around a common goal – to improve the resilience of, and outcomes for, people affected 
by disaster and crisis. We establish, promote and review standards for humanitarian action which 
provide an accountable framework for preparedness, resource allocation, response, monitoring and 
advocacy, before, during and after disasters and crises. 
 
With this new strategy, Sphere aims to reinforce its leadership role in promoting the global relevance, 
importance and consistent application of humanitarian standards for accountability to affected 
communities, through a global Sphere community of purpose and practice. Extensive global 
consultations in 2020 with members, focal points, humanitarian experts, donors and other stakeholders 
informed the development of this strategy. 
 
Read an overview of the 2021-2025 strategy (in English) 
 
 
Start Network [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs 
News and Blog  
Innovative Approach to Insurance Enables Humanitarian Agencies To Proactively Manage 
Climate-Related Risks At Scale 
24 Feb 21   News Article  
   A new report published today demonstrates how insurance can help governments and organisations 
to predict and proactively manage climate-related humanitarian risks at scale.  
   The report, published by Start Network, a global collaboration of humanitarian NGOs, is based on a 
comprehensive evaluation of its programme in Senegal, which utilised a ‘parametric insurance’ policy to 
pay out before the worst effects of a drought were felt… 
 
:::::: 
 
Brookings 
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http://www.brookings.edu/ 
Accessed 27 Feb 2021 
Latest Research/Events 
North Korea  
North Korea’s economic crisis: Last chance for denuclearization? 
Evans J.R. Revere 
Friday, February 26, 2021  
 
Essay  
Student debt cancellation should consider wealth, not income 
Andre M. Perry and Carl Romer 
Thursday, February 25, 2021  
 
Report  
Measuring the global impact of destructive and illegal fishing on maritime piracy: A spatial 
analysis 
Raj M. Desai and George E. Shambaugh 
Thursday, February 25, 2021  
 
Regulatory Policy  
Agencies should plan now for future efforts to automatically sunset their rules 
Martin Totaro and Connor Raso 
Thursday, February 25, 2021  
 
Global Development  
Social and development impact bonds by the numbers 
Emily Gustafsson-Wright, Izzy Boggild-Jones, Onyeka Nwabunnia, and Sarah Osborne 
Thursday, February 25, 2021  
 
Report  
Blueprints to strengthen governance in addressing global challenges 
Joshua P. Meltzer 
Wednesday, February 17, 2021  
 
 
Center for Global Development    [to 27 Feb 2021] 
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center 
Selected Publications, News and Events 
February 23, 2021 
The New Era of Unconditional Convergence 
   The central fact that has motivated the empirics of economic growth—namely unconditional 
divergence—is no longer true and has not been so for decades. 
Dev Patel , Justin Sandefur and Arvind Subramanian  
 
 
CSIS  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://www.csis.org/ 
Selected Reports 
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Report 
Earmarks and Directives in the Foreign Operations Appropriation  
February 26, 2021 | Daniel F. Runde This paper examines the origins of encroaching foreign assistance 
Congressional directives to provide a foundation for improving flexibility in development policymaking 
and implementation.  
 
Report 
Defense Against the Dark Arts in Space: Protecting Space Systems from Counterspace 
Weapons 
February 25, 2021 | Todd Harrison, Kaitlyn Johnson, Makena Young This analysis from the CSIS 
Aerospace Security Project addresses different methods and technologies that can be used by the 
United States government, and others, to protect against or deter adversarial attacks via counterspace 
weapons.  
 
Report 
A Post-Covid-19 Reset: The Future of Africa’s Foreign Partnerships 
February 24, 2021 | Judd Devermont The Covid-19 pandemic is upending relationships between African 
governments and foreign powers. Judd Devermont identifies the key trends reshaping the region and 
outlines measures African governments and external partners can take to mend and deepen ties.  
 
Report 
Industrial Policy, Trade, and Clean Energy Supply Chains 
February 24, 2021 | Sarah Ladislaw, Ethan Zindler, Nikos Tsafos, Lachlan Carey, Jane Nakano Solar, 
wind and batteries are now mainstream thanks largely to government support. But their development 
has created numerous trade disputes; and China has built a commanding position in these value 
chains.  
 
 
Rand  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://www.rand.org/pubs.html 
Selected Research Reports  
Report 
Model of Travel in London Phase 3: Mode and destination choice model estimation 
RAND Europe and partners were commissioned by Transport for London (TfL) to update and enhance 
their strategic transport model, the Model of Travel in London (MoTiON). This report documents RAND 
Europe's work on the mode-destination choice models. 
Feb 26, 2021 
James Fox, Bhanu Patruni 
  
Report 
Model of Travel in London Phase 3: Frequency model estimation 
RAND Europe and partners were commissioned by Transport for London (TfL) to update and enhance 
their strategic transport model, the Model of Travel in London (MoTiON). This report documents RAND 
Europe's work on the frequency models. 
Feb 26, 2021 
Bhanu Patruni, James Fox, William D. Phillips 
 
Report 
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Who Is Middle Class? 
Depending on definition, the middle class has been either receiving less income (as a share of total) or 
shrinking in size since the 1970s. Lower-income Americans and their children will likely have limited 
opportunities for upward mobility. 
Feb 25, 2021 
Jeffrey B. Wenger, Melanie A. Zaber 
 
Research Brief 
10Plan, How Would It Affect Health Care Spending by Consumers and the Federal 
Government 
The 10Plan is a self-pay plan for individuals currently uninsured or covered by a private nongroup 
health insurance plan. The authors built a microsimulation model to estimate health care spending 
under both the status quo and the 10Plan. 
Feb 25, 2021 
Kandice A. Kapinos, Carter C. Price, Drew M. Anderson, Adrienne M. Propp, Raffaele Vardavas, 
Christopher M. Whaley 
 
Report 
Winning the Battle of the Airfields: Seventy Years of RAND Analysis on Air Base Defense 
and Attack 
This report provides an overview of RAND's work on air base defense and attack from 1951 through 
2020, describes RAND's contributions, and identifies enduring insights for improving the resiliency of 
U.S. air bases in the face of modern threats. 
Feb 24, 2021 
Alan J. Vick, Mark Ashby 
  
Report 
Measures and Methodology for International Comparisons of Health Care System 
Performance: Final Report 
RAND researchers worked with 15 experts in quality measurement, clinical care, and health economics 
to generate potential measure constructs that could improve the U.S. ability to learn from international 
comparisons of health system performance. 
Feb 24, 2021 
Laurie T. Martin, Carl Berdahl, Rachel M. Burns, Emily Hoch, Evan D. Peet, Peter S. Hussey 
 
Research Brief 
Private U.S. Health Plans Pay Hospitals 247 Percent of What Medicare Would Pay 
RAND researchers used data from 49 states and Washington, D.C., to assess hospital prices paid by 
private health plans. Data sources included $33.8 billion in spending from 3,112 community hospitals—
more than half of community hospitals nationwide. 
Feb 24, 2021 
Christopher M. Whaley, Brian Briscombe, Rose Kerber, Brenna O'Neill, Aaron Kofner 
 
 
RoRI [Research on Research Institute]  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
http://researchonresearch.org/ 
We're an open and independent new initiative providing data, analysis and intelligence on how to make 
research systems more strategic, open, diverse and inclusive. 

https://www.rand.org/pubs/perspectives/PEA1141-3.html
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_briefs/RB10127.html
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_briefs/RB10127.html
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RRA793-1.html
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RRA793-1.html
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RRA171-1.html
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RRA171-1.html
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_briefs/RBA1144-1.html
http://researchonresearch.org/


   

  

RoRI News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Alan Turing Institute 
https://www.turing.ac.uk/news 
News, Research, Events 
AI UK programme released in advance of flagship showcase event 23–24 March  
   Two days, two interactive stages, 20 cutting-edge demos, and over 100 inspiring speakers and 
panelists 
Tuesday 23 Feb 2021 
 
 
Unitaid  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://unitaid.org/ 
Featured News 
25 February 2021 
COVID-19 oxygen emergency impacting more than half a million people in low- and 
middle-income countries every day, as demand surges 
:: More than half a million COVID-19 patients in LMICs estimated to need oxygen treatment every day. 
:: New assessments show US$90 million immediate funding required to meet urgent need in up to 20 
low- and middle-income countries (LMICs). Unitaid and Wellcome will make an immediate contribution 
of up to US$20 million in total for the emergency response. 
:: COVID-19 Oxygen Emergency Taskforce brings together key organisations working on oxygen access 
under ACT-Accelerator Therapeutics pillar, as COVID-19 surges and preventable deaths occur 
:: Taskforce partners will work together to measure oxygen demand, work with financing partners, and 
secure oxygen supplies and technical support for worst-affected countries  
 
19 February 2021 
Unitaid welcomes the appointment of Dr. Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala to lead WTO 
 
 
Urban Institute   [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://www.urban.org/publications 
Publications 
The Earned Income Tax Credit: Program Outcomes, Payment Timing, and Next Steps for 
Research  
Introduction The Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) provides substantial support for working families 
with low and moderate incomes, including those who may participate in traditional safety net 
programs, such as TANF. Based on incomes in 2019, the Tax Policy Center estimates that more than 27 
million households qualified for almost $67 billion in reduced taxes and payments. The Center on 
Budget and Policy  
Elaine Maag, William J. Congdon, Eunice Yau 
February 26, 2021  
Research Report 
  
Housing Finance At A Glance: A Monthly Chartbook, February 2021  
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The February 2021 edition of At A Glance,  HFPC’s reference guide for mortgage and housing market 
data, includes updated figures describing first lien origination volume, the share of loans in serious 
delinquency or foreclosure, spreads on GSE risk transfer securities, and a special feature on loan-level 
GSE credit data. Housing Finance at a Glance: Monthly Chartbooks Archive  
Laurie Goodman, Janneke Ratcliffe, Jim Parrott, Jun Zhu, Sheryl Pardo, Michael Neal, Jung Hyun Choi, 
Linna Zhu, John Walsh, Caitlin Young, Daniel Pang, Alison Rincon, Gideon Berger, Rylea Luckfield 
February 25, 2021  
Research Report 
  
Reclaiming Shared Space through City-to-Citizen Collaboration  
The Urban Institute’s formative evaluation of Love Your Block describes how the program and Cities of 
Service, the program’s funder, affect neighborhood-level remediation of vacant and abandoned 
properties, city government collaboration, and resident engagement. Love Your Block connects mayors’ 
offices with city residents to revitalize their neighborhoods one block at a time. The Love Your Block 
model involves  
Leiha Edmonds, Matthew Gerken, Mary Bogle 
February 25, 2021  
Research Report 
  
Confronting COVID-19 Vaccine Hesitancy among Nonelderly Adults  
This study explores vaccine hesitancy among nonelderly adults with new data from the Urban 
Institute’s Well-Being and Basic Needs Survey (WBNS), a nationally representative survey of more than 
7,500 adults ages 18 to 64 fielded December 8 through 30, 2020. We find the following: In December 
2020, more than one-third of nonelderly adults reported they would probably not or definitely not get a 
COVID-19 vaccine  
Michael Karpman, Genevieve M. Kenney, Stephen Zuckerman, Dulce Gonzalez, Brigette Courtot 
February 25, 2021  
Brief 
  
Supporting Latino and Immigrant Entrepreneurs in a Time of Crisis  
Decades of inequities in access to capital and other resources have put Latino and immigrant 
entrepreneurs at a disadvantage, which has been exacerbated during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Between February and April 2020, active business ownership declined 17 percent among white 
entrepreneurs. However, reductions in active businesses owned by Latinos and those owned by 
immigrants were even larger: 32 percent and 36  
Brett Theodos, Jorge González, Jein Park 
February 25, 2021  
Research Report 
  
Place-Conscious Strategies to Restore Opportunity and Overcome Injustice  
America has built starkly unequal communities, systematically excluding Black people and other people 
of color from places rich with resources and opportunities, while depriving the communities in which 
they live from essential investments, services, and supports. Place-conscious initiatives—which put 
people at the center of strategies to restore disinvested communities—can help tackle these persistent  
Margery Austin Turner, Mica O'Brien 
February 24, 2021  
Brief 
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The Upper Middle Class Continued to Grow from 2014 to 2019  
This update of a 2016 brief shows that the combined size of the upper middle class and rich grew from 
31 to 39 percent of independent adults (heads of household spouses, and roommates) from 2014 to 
2019. It also shows that this group in 2019 was mainly composed of married couples, non-Hispanic 
whites, and those with four-year or graduate degrees.  
Stephen Rose 
February 24, 2021  
Brief 
  
 
The Wistar Institute   [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://www.wistar.org/news/press-releases 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Economic Forum    [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/ 
Media 
65% of Adults Think Race, Ethnicity or National Origin Affects Job Opportunities  
News 26 Feb 2021  
:: A new Ipsos-World Economic Forum survey conducted in 27 countries indicates that 65% of all 
adults think that, in their country, someone's race, ethnicity, or national origin influences their 
employment opportunities 
:: When considering their own experiences, more than one-third say it has impacted their personal 
employment opportunities. 
:: As Black History Month in the US draws to a close, and after a tumultuous year when the pandemic 
has put inequality into the spotlight, awareness of race and ethnicity's impact on opportunities is high 
:: View more details about the survey and its findings here 
 

 
*                      *                       *                        * 
 

:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will primarily monitor press/media releases announcing key initiatives and new research from a 
growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, humanitarian 
response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended to be exhaustive, but 
indicative.  
 
 

Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/ 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
Press Releases and Statements  
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No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Blue Meridian Partners [to 27 Feb 2021] 
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/ 
Blue Meridian Partners is a new capital aggregation collaboration that plans to invest at least $1 billion 
in high-performance nonprofits that are poised to have truly national impact for economically 
disadvantaged children and youth.  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Annie E. Casey Foundation   [to 27 Feb 2021] 
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/ 
Newsroom 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clinton Foundation  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements 
Press Releases & Statements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Co Impact   [to 27 Feb 2021] 
www.co-impact.io 
Co-Impact is a global philanthropic collaborative for systems change focused on improving the lives of 
millions of people around the world. 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Ford Foundation  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://www.fordfoundation.org/press-room/ 
The Latest 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
J. Paul Getty Trust  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
http://news.getty.edu/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press 
GHIT was set up in 212 with the aim of developing new tools to tackle infectious diseases that  
Press Releases 
February 25, 2021  
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GHIT and EDCTP co-invest additional 7.8 million Euro in the Pediatric Praziquantel 
Consortium's access program to ensure treatment of schistosomiasis for preschool-aged 
children 
 
 

Grameen Foundation    [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://grameenfoundation.org/stories/press-releases 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/  
Latest Updates  
Evaluating our Aid Transparency Grants Cluster: Takeaways and Reflections 
 
 
Global Development and Population  
By Joseph Asunka and Jodie Clark  
February 23, 2021 
 
 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IKEA Foundation    [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/ 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news  
Press Room   
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Kaiser Family Foundation  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://www.kff.org/search/?post_type=press-release 
News Releases 
February 26, 2021 News Release  
Most Americans Now Say They’ve Gotten At Least One Dose of a COVID-19 Vaccine or 
Want to Get Vaccinated As Soon As Possible, with Enthusiasm Rising Across Racial, Ethnic 
and Partisan Groups 
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While Enthusiasm Rises, a Persistent Minority Say They Definitely Will Not Get Vaccinated; Republicans, 
Rural Residents, and Essential Workers Outside Health Care Are Most Reluctant Groups More than half 
of Americans (55%) now say they want to get vaccinated as soon as possible (37%) or have already 
received at least… 
 
February 26, 2021 News Release  
States Have Made Progress in Vaccinating Older Adults Against COVID-19 in Recent 
Weeks, But No State Has Vaccinated At Least Half of its Older Population 
Twenty-two states and the District of Columbia have vaccinated at least one-third of their residents 
who are 65 and older against COVID-19, an updated KFF analysis finds, but no state has crossed the 
threshold of vaccinating 50 percent or more of its older population. The share of adults 65 and older… 
 
February 25, 2021 News Release  
Survey: OBGYNs Report That the Affordable Care Act Has Increased Use of Contraceptives 
Among Patients, but the Cost of Reproductive Health Care Still a Burden for Their Low-
Income Patients 
This report highlights key findings from the 2020 KFF National Physician Survey on Reproductive Health 
that asked a nationally representative sample of OBGYNs practicing in the United States about a wide 
range of issues, including their provision of contraception, abortion, and STI care.  
 
February 24, 2021 News Release  
COVID-19 Cases and Deaths Among Nursing Home Residents Have Declined Markedly 
Following the Introduction of Vaccines 
The number of residents contracting and dying of COVID-19 in nursing homes has declined markedly 
following the introduction of vaccination efforts in long-term care facilities, a KFF analysis finds. 
Resident deaths from COVID-19 in nursing homes have decreased by two-thirds (66%) since 
vaccination efforts began in late December. New cases… 
 
 
Kellogg Foundation  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media 
Selected Announcements  
Growth, opportunity and inspiration 
Equitable Communities 
Feb. 24, 2021 
 
 
Aga Khan Foundation   [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
MacArthur Foundation  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
http://www.macfound.org/ 
News, Events, What We’re Learning 
Feeding Young Students Has Wide Economic Impact 
February 24, 2021 
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Grantee Research 
   The Home Grown School Feeding Program (HGSFP) in Nigeria received funding from recovered 
stolen assets, and has had numerous follow on benefits from the social investment, according to a case 
study documentary video on the Presidential Advisory Committee Against Corruption. Recovered assets 
were used to feed every child in primary school in levels one through three, while State governments 
were responsible for levels four through six. In the process, HGSFP has employed over 170,000 cooks, 
strengthened agricultural production chains, and kept an additional 10.4 million students in schools. 
Ninety-seven percent of the cooks employed by the program were women, which had the additional 
impact of building more financial independence for the women and their families… 
 
 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation   [to 27 Feb 2021] 

https://mellon.org/ 
Mellon News, Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://www.moore.org/news 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Open Society Foundations  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/newsroom 
Newsroom  
February 26, 2021  
Open Society Foundations Name New Head of Human Resources  
   Samantha Stokes-Baydur will take on Open Society’s newly created position of chief human 
resources officer. 
 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
http://www.packard.org/news/ 
News  
Richard Alley Announced as New Chair of Packard Fellowships Advisory Panel as Frances 
Arnold Takes on Role with Biden Administration 
Richard Alley Announced as New Chair of Packard Fellowships Advisory Panel as Frances Arnold Takes 
on Role with Biden Administration  
February 23, 2021  
    The David and Lucile Packard Foundation has selected Richard Alley of Pennsylvania State University 
to chair the Advisory Panel of the Packard Fellowships for Science and Engineering. Dr. Alley, world-
renowned geologist and 1991 Packard Fellow, will lead the prestigious group of scientists and 
engineers who are responsible for selecting a class of Fellows each year from among a field of early-
career scientists and engineers nominated by presidents of 50 universities. Since December 2014, the 
Panel had been chaired by 2018 Nobel Laureate in Chemistry and 1989 Packard Fellow Dr. Frances 
Arnold, who will continue to serve as an Advisory Panel Member as she takes on a new leadership role 
within U.S. President Joe Biden’s administration… 

https://www.macfound.org/media/article_pdfs/%5bpacac%5d-full-version-case-study.pdf
https://www.macfound.org/media/article_pdfs/%5bpacac%5d-full-version-case-study.pdf
https://mellon.org/
https://www.moore.org/news
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/newsroom
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/newsroom/open-society-foundations-name-new-head-of-human-resources
http://www.packard.org/news/
https://www.packard.org/insights/news/richard-alley-announced-as-new-chair-of-packard-fellowships-advisory-panel-as-frances-arnold-takes-on-role-with-biden-administration/
https://www.packard.org/insights/news/richard-alley-announced-as-new-chair-of-packard-fellowships-advisory-panel-as-frances-arnold-takes-on-role-with-biden-administration/


   

  

 
 
Pew Charitable Trusts  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room 
Press Releases & Statements  
February 26, 2021 
Pew Praises House Passage of Public Lands and Rivers Legislation 
Protecting landscapes is a solid investment in the economy 
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/ 
Reports/Press Releases 
Press Releases 
Statement by Dr. Rajiv. J. Shah, President of The Rockefeller Foundation, on the FDA 
Approval of Johnson & Johnson’s Janssen Biotech Vaccine for Emergency Use 
02.28.21  
 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom.html 
Latest News and Highlights 
Leading Business and Nonprofit Organizations Launch Health Action Alliance to Strengthen 
and Accelerate COVID-19 Response  
February 26, 2021  
   The Ad Council, Business Roundtable, the CDC Foundation, the de Beaumont Foundation and RWJF 
announce the launch of the Health Action Alliance, a partnership between leading business, 
communications and public health organizations to strengthen and accelerate the business community’s 
response to COVID-19. 
[See Week in Review for detail] 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Selects 2021 RWJF Culture of Health Prize Finalists 
February 24, 2021  
   Robert Wood Johnson Foundation selects the 2021 Culture of Health Prize finalists. The Prize honors 
and elevates U.S. communities working at the forefront of advancing health, opportunity, and equity 
for all. 
 
 
Science Philanthropy Alliance   [to 27 Feb 2021] 
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/ 
“…a group of organizations working together to increase philanthropic support for basic scientific 
research on a global basis…” 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SDGFunders  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
http://sdgfunders.org/ 
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SDG Philanthropy Platform is a collaboration between philanthropy and the greater international 
development community led by Foundation Center, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
and Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, and supported by the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, Ford 
Foundation and the MasterCard Foundation, the Brach Family Foundation, and other key organizations 
such as Asociación de Fundaciones Empresariales (AFE) in Colombia, Brach Family Charitable 
Foundation, CAF America, Council on Foundations, East Africa Association of Grantmakers (EAAG), 
European Foundation Centre, Filantropi Indonesia (FI), GlobalGiving, The Humanitarian Forum, World 
Congress of Muslim Philanthropists, and Worldwide Initiatives for Grantmaker Support (WINGS). 
Selected Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://sloan.org/about/press  
Press Releases  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
Opinion 
COVAX campaign for equitable vaccine access delivers first doses to West Africa 
  The largest mass vaccination campaign in history has begun. Ghana and Cote D’Ivoire have become 
the first countries to receive Covid-19 vaccines through COVAX. Richard Hatchett, CEO at the Coalition 
for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations (CEPI), the vaccine research and development partnership co-
leading COVAX, reacts to this historic moment. 
25 February 2021 
 

:::::: 
 
Candid [formerly Foundation Center and GuideStar]  [to 27 Feb 2021 
https://candid.org/about/press-room?fcref=pg 
Press Room 
February 24, 2021  
New Website Provides Access to the Most Comprehensive Information Available on 
Philanthropy in India  
Candid’s Philanthropy in India website features extensive funding data and resources to support 
development in India  
 
 
Council on Foundations  [to 27 Feb 2021] 
https://www.cof.org/newsroom 
Newsroom/Blog Posts 
Letters to Government Officials 
Updated February 24, 2021 
Recent letters the Council on Foundations has signed on to: 
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:: Joined a group of philanthropic leaders in condemning the insurrection at the Capitol on January 
6, Philanthropies Condemn Political Violence, Call on Leaders to Protect Democracy and Get Back to the 
People’s Business. 
:: Joined nonprofit leaders in a letter to President Trump expressing serious concerns about an 
executive order he signed banning racial sensitivity training, Letter Regarding President Trump’s 
Executive Order, Combating Race and Sex Stereotyping. 
:: Joined philanthropic leaders to urge the U.S. Department of Commerce and Census Bureau not to 
cut U.S. census operations short, 506 Philanthropic Leaders Say Do Not Cut the 2020 Census Short. 
:: Joined the charitable nonprofit community in asking congressional leaders to ensure COVID-19 relief 
laws extended eligibility to nonprofit organizations, Urgent Nonprofit Policy Priorities in Reforms to 
CARES Act. 
:: Led the charitable nonprofit community in a letter asking congressional leaders not to increase the 
private foundation minimum distribution rate and impose a new required minimum payout rate for 
donor-advised funds, National Philanthropy Organizations on Changing the Payout Requirements. 
:: Joined the charitable nonprofit community in a letter asking congressional leaders to support a 1.39 
precent excise tax rate, Philanthropic Organizations on Excise Tax. 

 
 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 
 

:: Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in human 
rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be exhaustive. We will 
add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon recommendation from 
readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content but note that successful access 
to some of the articles and other content may require subscription or other access arrangement unique 
to the publisher. Please suggest additional journals you feel warrant coverage. 
 
 
AJOB Empirical Bioethics 
Volume 12, 2020 Issue 1  
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/uabr21/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
AMA Journal of Ethics 
Volume 23, Number 2: E83-211 Feb 2021 
https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/issue/racial-and-ethnic-health-equity-us-part-1 
Racial and Ethnic Health Equity in the US: Part 1 
   Health equity is defined by the World Health Organization as the “absence of unfair and avoidable or 
remediable differences in health among social groups.” Domestically and globally, health inequity is not 
a historical accident. Inequity today is not unfortunate—that is, not a product of a mere turn of the 
proverbial cosmic wheel—but unjust—that is, generated by colonial, White supremacist policies and 
practices structured and maintained over time, forged to persist in hierarchies that serve some of us, 
our ancestors, and our descendants well and some of us, our ancestors, and our descendants ill. 
This first of a 2-part theme issue focuses specifically on racial and ethnic inequity in morbidity, 
mortality, and access to services that are endemic to American life. We investigate health inequity as a 
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product of transgenerational patterns of oppression that must be remediated by all of us 
compassionately and more deliberately and quickly than they were created.  
 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
March 2021 Volume 49  Issue 3  p281-408 
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
March 2021 Volume 60  Issue 3  p311-452 
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current  
Research Articles 
Asynchrony Between Individual and Government Actions Accounts for Disproportionate 
Impact of COVID-19 on Vulnerable Communities 
Moustafa Abdalla, Arjan Abar, Evan R. Beiter, Mohamed Saad 
Published online: November 13, 2020 
 
Effect of Medicaid Expansions on HIV Diagnoses and Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis Use 
Bita Fayaz Farkhad, David R. Holtgrave, Dolores Albarracín 
Published online: January 24, 2021 
 
Potential Clinical and Economic Value of Norovirus Vaccination in the Community Setting 
Sarah M. Bartsch, Kelly J. O'Shea, Patrick T. Wedlock, Marie C. Ferguson, Sheryl S. Siegmund, Bruce Y. 
Lee 
Published online: January 26, 2021 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
March 2021  111(3) 
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
EDITORIALS 
Preparing the Public Health Workforce for the Post–COVID-19 Era 
Health Education, Public Health Practice, Public Health Workers 
Sandro Galea and Roger Vaughan 
 
PERSPECTIVES 
The Syndemics of Emergency: How COVID-19 Demands a Holistic View of Public Health 
Promotion and Preparedness 
Public Health Practice, Health Promotion, Injury/Emergency Care/Violence 
Vinyas Harish 
 
Communicating Effectively About Emergency Use Authorization and Vaccines in the 
COVID-19 Pandemic 
Government, Media, Immunization/Vaccines, Prevention, Health Promotion 
Sandra Crouse Quinn, Amelia M. Jamison and Vicki Freimuth 
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Building Trust in COVID-19 Vaccines and Beyond Through Authentic Community 
Investment 
Other Race/Ethnicity, Immunization/Vaccines, Prevention, Community Health, Race/Ethnicity 
Bisola O. Ojikutu, Kathyrn E. Stephenson, Kenneth H. Mayer and Karen M. Emmons 
 
Enhancing the WHO’s Proposed Framework for Distributing COVID-19 Vaccines Among 
Countries 
Global Health, Ethics 
Ezekiel J. Emanuel, Florencia Luna, G. Owen Schaefer, Kok-Chor Tan and Jonathan Wolff 
 
INTERNATIONAL FORUM 
Equitable Enforcement of Pandemic-Related Public Health Laws: Strategies for Achieving 
Racial and Health Justice 
Government, Socioeconomic Factors, Health Law, Health Policy 
Maya Hazarika Watts, Katie Hannon Michel, Jessica Breslin and Elizabeth Tobin-Tyler 
 
 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
Volume 104, Issue 1, January 2021  
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/14761645/104/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
February 2021  Volume 174, Issue 2 
http://annals.org/aim/issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Antiquity – A Review of World Archeology 
Latest Issue: Issue 379 - February 2021 
https://antiquity.ac.uk/latest 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Artificial Intelligence – An International Journal 
Volume 292  March 2021 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/artificial-intelligence/vol/292/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed 27 Feb 2021) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Global Health 

https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/10.2105/AJPH.2020.306087
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/10.2105/AJPH.2020.306087
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/10.2105/AJPH.2020.306098
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/10.2105/AJPH.2020.306098
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/10.2105/AJPH.2020.306112
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/10.2105/AJPH.2020.306112
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/14761645/104/1
http://annals.org/aim/issue
https://antiquity.ac.uk/latest
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/artificial-intelligence/vol/292/suppl/C
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/


   

  

February 2021 - Volume 6 - 2 
https://gh.bmj.com/content/6/2 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 27 Feb 2021) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 27 Feb 2021) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Medical Ethics  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 
(Accessed 27 Feb 2021)  
Research article  
Digital tools in the informed consent process: a systematic review  
   Providing understandable information to patients is necessary to achieve the aims of the Informed 
Consent process: respecting and promoting patients’ autonomy and protecting patients from harm. In 
recent decades, new, primarily digital technologies have been used to apply and test innovative 
formats of Informed Consent. We conducted a systematic review to explore the impact of using digital 
tools for Informed Consent in both clinical research and in clinical practice. Understanding, satisfaction 
and participation were compared for digital tools versus the non-digital Informed Consent process… 
  Digital technologies for informed consent were not found to negatively affect any of the outcomes, 
and overall, multimedia tools seem desirable. Multimedia tools indicated a higher impact than videos 
only. Presence of a researcher may potentially enhance efficacy of different outcomes in research IC 
processes. Studies were heterogeneous in design, making evaluation of impact challenging. Robust 
study design including standardization is needed to conclusively assess impact. 
   Authors: Francesco Gesualdo, Margherita Daverio, Laura Palazzani, Dimitris Dimitriou, Javier Diez-
Domingo, Jaime Fons-Martinez, Sally Jackson, Pascal Vignally, Caterina Rizzo and Alberto Eugenio Tozzi 
27 February 2021 
 
 
BMC Medicine 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content 
(Accessed 27 Feb 2021)  
The epidemiologic impact and cost-effectiveness of new tuberculosis vaccines on 
multidrug-resistant tuberculosis in India and China  
Despite recent advances through the development pipeline, how novel tuberculosis (TB) vaccines might 
affect rifampicin-resistant and multidrug-resistant tuberculosis (RR/MDR-TB) is unknown. We 
investigated the...  
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Authors: Chathika K Weerasuriya, Rebecca C Harris, C Finn McQuaid, Fiammetta Bozzani, Yunzhou 
Ruan, Renzhong Li, Tao Li, Kirankumar Rade, Raghuram Rao, Ann M Ginsberg, Gabriela B Gomez and 
Richard G White 
Citation: BMC Medicine 2021 19:60  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 26 February 2021 
 
Following the science? Comparison of methodological and reporting quality of covid-19 
and other research from the first wave of the pandemic  
Following the initial identification of the 2019 coronavirus disease (covid-19), the subsequent months 
saw substantial increases in published biomedical research. Concerns have been raised in both 
scientific and lay press around the quality of some of this research. We assessed clinical research from 
major clinical journals, comparing methodological and reporting quality of covid-19 papers published in 
the first wave (here defined as December 2019 to May 2020 inclusive) of the viral pandemic with non-
covid papers published at the same time… Across various measures, we have demonstrated that covid-
19 research from the first wave of the pandemic was potentially of lower quality than 
contemporaneous non-covid research. While some differences may be an inevitable consequence of 
conducting research during a viral pandemic, poor reporting should not be accepted. 
   Authors: Terence J. Quinn, Jennifer K. Burton, Ben Carter, Nicola Cooper, Kerry Dwan, Ryan Field, 
Suzanne C. Freeman, Claudia Geue, Ping-Hsuan Hsieh, Kris McGill, Clareece R. Nevill, Dikshyanta Rana, 
Alex Sutton, Martin Taylor Rowan and Yiqiao Xin 
Citation: BMC Medicine 2021 19:46  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 23 February 2021 
 
 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content 
(Accessed 27 Feb 2021) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Public Health 
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles 
(Accessed 27 Feb 2021) 
Factors influencing adolescent girls and young women’s participation in a combination HIV 
prevention intervention in South Africa  
For interventions to reach those they are intended for, an understanding of the factors that influence 
their participation, as well as the facilitators and barriers of participation are needed. This study expl...  
Authors: Tracy McClinton Appollis, Zoe Duby, Kim Jonas, Janan Dietrich, Kealeboga Maruping, Fareed 
Abdullah, Nevilene Slingers and Catherine Mathews 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2021 21:417  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 27 February 2021 
 
Neonatal mortality burden and trends in UNHCR refugee camps, 2006–2017: a 
retrospective analysis  
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More than 100 million people were forcibly displaced over the last decade, including millions of 
refugees displaced across international borders. Although refugee health and well-being has gained 
increasing at...  
Authors: Hannah Tappis, Marwa Ramadan, Josep Vargas, Vincent Kahi, Heiko Hering, Catrin Schulte-
Hillen and Paul Spiegel 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2021 21:390  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 22 February 2021 
 
 
BMC Research Notes  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content 
(Accessed 27 Feb 2021) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Open 
February 2021 - Volume 11 - 2 
https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/11/2 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
  
Bulletin of the World Health Organization   
Volume 99, Number 2, February 2021, 77-168 
https://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/99/2/en/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Child Care, Health and Development  
Volume 47, Issue 2  Pages: 143-296  March 2021  
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13652214/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Child Abuse and Neglect: The International Journal 
Volume 112   February 2021 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/child-abuse-and-neglect/vol/112/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Clinical Therapeutics 
January 2021  Volume 43  Issue 1  p1-210, e1-e32 
http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/current 
Review 
Regulatory Agilities in the Time of COVID-19: Overview, Trends, and Opportunities 
While many regulatory measures have been introduced temporarily as a response to the COVID-19 
crisis, there are opportunities for leveraging an understanding from these approaches in order to 
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collectively achieve more efficient regulatory systems and to mitigate and address the impact of 
COVID-19 and further future-proof the regulatory environment. 
Winona Rei Bolislis, et al 
Published online: November 30, 2020 
 
Original Research 
Reduced Mortality After Oral Polio Vaccination and Increased Mortality After Diphtheria-
tetanus-pertussis Vaccination in Children in a Low-income Setting 
Christian Bjerregård Øland, et al 
Published online: December 02, 2020 
 
 
Clinical Trials 
Volume 18 Issue 1, February 2021  
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/ctja/18/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Conflict and Health 
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 27 Feb 2021] 
Innovative strategies for providing menstruation-supportive water, sanitation and hygiene 
(WASH) facilities: learning from refugee camps in Cox’s bazar, Bangladesh  
Authors: Margaret L. Schmitt, Olivia R. Wood, David Clatworthy, Sabina Faiz Rashid and Marni Sommer 
Content type: Research 
26 February 2021 
 
Operational considerations for the management of non-communicable diseases in 
humanitarian emergencies  
Non-communicable diseases (NCD) represent an increasing global challenge with the majority of 
mortality occurring in low- and middle-income countries (LMICs). Concurrently, many humanitarian 
crises occur in these countries and the number of displaced persons, either refugees or internally 
displaced, has reached the highest level in history. Until recently NCDs in humanitarian contexts were a 
neglected issue, but this is changing. Humanitarian actors are now increasingly integrating NCD care in 
their activities and recognizing the need to harmonize and enhance NCD management in humanitarian 
crises. However, there is a lack of a standardized response during operations as well as a lack of 
evidence-based NCD management guidelines in humanitarian settings. An informal working group on 
NCDs in humanitarian settings, formed by members of the World Health Organization, Médecins Sans 
Frontières, the International Committee of the Red Cross, the International Federation of the Red Cross 
and others, and led by the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, teamed up with the 
University of Geneva and Geneva University Hospitals to develop operational considerations for NCDs in 
humanitarian settings. This paper presents these considerations, aiming at ensuring appropriate 
planning, management and care for NCD-affected persons during the different stages of humanitarian 
emergencies… 
Authors: F. Jacquerioz Bausch, D. Beran, H. Hering, P. Boulle, F. Chappuis, C. Dromer, P. Saaristo and 
S. Aebischer Perone 
Content type: Review 
25 February 2021 
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Contemporary Clinical Trials 
Volume 100  January 2021 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/contemporary-clinical-trials/vol/100/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The CRISPR Journal 
Volume 4, Issue 1 / February 2021 
https://www.liebertpub.com/toc/crispr/4/1 
Correspondence  Free 
Re: Human Germline and Heritable Genome Editing: The Global Policy Landscape 
Guillaume Levrier 
Pages:3–4 
Published Online:19 February 2021 
https://doi.org/10.1089/crispr.2021.29121.gle 
 
Response to Levrier re: Human Germline and Heritable Genome Editing: The Global Policy 
Landscape 
Marcy Darnovsky, Katie Hasson, and Timothy M. Krahn 
Pages:4–5 
Published Online:19 February 2021 
 
Perspectives  Open Access 
A Code of Ethics for Gene Drive Research 
George J. Annas, et al 
Pages:19–24 
Published Online:10 February 2021 
https://doi.org/10.1089/crispr.2020.0096 
Abstract 
Gene drives hold promise for use in controlling insect vectors of diseases, agricultural pests, and for 
conservation of ecosystems against invasive species. At the same time, this technology comes with 
potential risks that include unknown downstream effects on entire ecosystems as well as the accidental 
or nefarious spread of organisms that carry the gene drive machinery. A code of ethics can be a useful 
tool for all parties involved in the development and regulation of gene drives and can be used to help 
ensure that a balanced analysis of risks, benefits, and values is taken into consideration in the interest 
of society and humanity. We have developed a code of ethics for gene drive research with the hope 
that this code will encourage the development of an international framework that includes ethical 
guidance of gene drive research and is incorporated into scientific practice by gaining broad agreement 
and adherence. 
 
 
Current Genetic Medicine Reports 
Volume 8, issue 4, December 2020 
https://link.springer.com/journal/40142/volumes-and-issues/8-4 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Current Opinion in Infectious Diseases 
February 2021 - Volume 34 - Issue 1  
https://journals.lww.com/co-infectiousdiseases/pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Current Protocols in Human Genetics 
Volume 108, Issue 1  December 2020 
https://currentprotocols.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/19348258/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Developing World Bioethics 
Volume 20, Issue 4  Pages: 173-230  December 2020 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14718847/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Development in Practice  
Volume 30, Issue 8, 2020 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cdip20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Development Policy Review 
Volume 39, Issue 2  Pages: 153-339  March 2021 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14677679/current 
ARTICLES 
Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disability and Rehabilitation: Assistive Technology 
Volume 16 - Issue 1 - 2021  
http://informahealthcare.com/toc/idt/current 
 
 
Disaster Medicine and Public Health Preparedness  
Volume 14 - Issue 5 - October 2020  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/disaster-medicine-and-public-health-preparedness/latest-
issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disasters 
Volume 45, Issue 1  Pages: 1-252  January 2021 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14677717/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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EMBO Reports  
Volume 22  Issue 2   3 February 2021 
https://www.embopress.org/toc/14693178/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Emerging Infectious Diseases 
Volume 27, Number 3—March 2021 
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/ 
Expedited Articles 
Genomic Evidence of SARS-CoV-2 Reinfection Involving E484K Spike Mutation, Brazil 
 
Perspective 
Parallels and Mutual Lessons in Tuberculosis and COVID-19 Transmission, Prevention, and 
Control [PDF - 607 KB - 6 pages]  
P. C. Hopewell et al.  
 
 
Epidemics 
Volume 33   December 2020 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/epidemics/vol/33/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Epidemiology and Infection 
Volume 149 - 2021  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/epidemiology-and-infection/latest-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Ethics & Human Research  
Volume 43, Issue 1  January–February 2021 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/25782363/current 
When disadvantaged by research • Privacy and medical records • Research misconduct 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Ethics & International Affairs 
Winter 2020 (34,4) 
https://www.ethicsandinternationalaffairs.org/2021/winter-2020-34-4/ 
   The editors of Ethics & International Affairs are pleased to present the Fall 2020 issue of the journal! 
This Special Issue of the journal features a collection of essays organized and guest edited by Margaret 
P. Karns on the seventy-fifth anniversary of the United Nations. The collection contains contributions 
from David Malone and Adam Day, Sophie Harman, Ellen J. Ravndal, Ramesh Thakur, Susanna P. 
Campbell, Devaki Jain, Bertrand Ramcharan, Maria Ivanova, and Margaret P. Karns, Kirsten Haack, and 
Jean-Pierre Murray. Additionally, the issue includes an article by Jack McDonald on information, 
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privacy, and just war theory and an essay by Anthony F. Lang, Jr. on constructing universal values.  It 
also contains a review essay by Sarah C. Goff on freedom and justice in trade governance, and book 
reviews by Michael Blake, Elizabeth Kahn, Jamie Mayerfeld, and John Williams. 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/food-policy/vol/98/suppl/C 
Food Loss and Waste: Evidence for effective policies 
Edited by Andrea Cattaneo, Marco V. Sánchez, Máximo Torero, Rob Vos 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Food Security  
Volume 13, issue 1, February 2021 
https://link.springer.com/journal/12571/volumes-and-issues/13-1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Forced Migration Review (FMR) 
FMR 65  November 2020 
https://www.fmreview.org/recognising-refugees 
Recognising refugees 
FMR issue 65’s main feature on Recognising refugees explores shortcomings, challenges and 
innovations (and their consequences for refugees/asylum seekers) in refugee status determination 
processes worldwide. A second feature offers reflections on lessons and good practice emerging from 
the 2018–20 GP20 Plan of Action for IDPs.  
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Volume 47, 2020 - Issue 3 
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Gates Open Research 
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Global Public Health  
Volume 16, Issue 3 (2021) 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rgph20/current 
Article 
COVID-19 vaccines and treatments nationalism: Challenges for low-income countries and 
the attainment of the SDGs 
Godwell Nhamo, David Chikodzi, Hlengiwe Precious Kunene & Nthivhiseni Mashula 
Pages: 319-339 
Published online: 15 Dec 2020 
 
Article 
Acceptability of the human papillomavirus vaccine in schools in Lusaka in Zambia: Role of 
community and formal health system factors 
Fortress Kucheba, Oliver Mweemba, Tulani Francis L. Matenga & Joseph Mumba Zulu 
Pages: 378-389 
Published online: 25 Aug 2020 
 
Article 
Acceptability of the human papillomavirus vaccine in schools in Lusaka in Zambia: Role of 
community and formal health system factors 
Fortress Kucheba, Oliver Mweemba, Tulani Francis L. Matenga & Joseph Mumba Zulu 
Pages: 378-389 
Published online: 25 Aug 2020 
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Article 
The global politics of the age–gender divide in violence against women and children 
Catherine Maternowska, Rita L. Shackel, Catherine Carlson & Ruti G. Levtov 
Pages: 354-365 
Published online: 23 Aug 2020 
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[No new digest content identified] 
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COVID-19 Response, Medicaid & More 
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SPECIAL ISSUE: The future of EU health law and policy  
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Volume 32, Issue 3-4 / February 2021 
https://www.liebertpub.com/toc/hum/32/3-4 
Special Issue on Oncolytic Viruses/Cancer Immunotherapy 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Human Rights Quarterly 
Volume 42, Number 4, November 2020 
https://muse.jhu.edu/issue/43262 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Humanitarian Exchange Magazine 
Number 78,  October 2020  
https://odihpn.org/magazine/inclusion-of-persons-with-disabilities-in-humanitarian-action-what-now/ 
Disability inclusion in humanitarian action 
by HPN October 2020  
The theme of this edition of Humanitarian Exchange, co-edited with Sherin Alsheikh Ahmed from 
Islamic Relief Worldwide, is disability inclusion in humanitarian action. Persons with disabilities are not 
only disproportionately impacted by conflicts, disasters and other emergencies, but also face barriers to 
accessing humanitarian assistance. At the same time, global commitments and standards and the IASC 
Guidelines on the inclusion of persons with disabilities in humanitarian action all emphasise how 
persons with disabilities are also active agents of change. Disability and age-focused organisations have 
led on testing and demonstrating how inclusion can be done better. Yet despite this progress, 
challenges to effective inclusion remain. 
 
As Kirstin Lange notes in the lead article, chief among these challenges is humanitarian agencies’ lack 
of engagement with organisations of persons with disabilities. Simione Bula, Elizabeth Morgan and 
Teresa Thomson look at disability inclusion in humanitarian response in the Pacific, and Kathy Al Jubeh 
and Alradi Abdalla argue for a ‘participation revolution’, building on learning from the gender 
movement. Tchaurea Fleury and Sulayman AbdulMumuni Ujah outline how the Bridge Article 11 
training initiative is encouraging constructive exchange between humanitarian and disability actors. The 
lack of good, disaggregated data is highlighted by Sarah Collinson; Frances Hill, Jim Cranshaw and 
Carys Hughes emphasise the need for training resources in local languages and accessible formats; and 
Sophie Van Eetvelt and colleagues report on a review of the evidence on inclusion of people with 
disabilities and older people. 
 
Rebecca Molyneux and co-authors analyse the findings of a review of a DFID programme in north-east 
Nigeria, while Carolin Funke highlights the importance of strategic partnerships between disability-
focused organisations, drawing on her research in Cox’s Bazar. Sherin Alsheikh Ahmed describes 
Islamic Relief Worldwide’s approach to mainstreaming protection and inclusion, while Pauline Thivillier 
and Valentina Shafina outline IRC’s Client Responsive Programming. The edition ends with reflections 
by Mirela Turcanu and Yves Ngunzi Kahashi on CAFOD’s SADI approach. 
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Table of Contents 
Restricted Access  
Towards a Uniform and Informed Interpretation of the Best Interests of the Child by the 
Judiciary: Inter-American and European Jurisprudence  
Author: Susana Sanz-Caballero  
Pages: 54–77  
Online Publication Date: 07 Jan 2021  
 
The Meaningful Participation and Complex Capacities of Children in Family Law  
Based on Transdisciplinary Perspectives and Articles of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of 
the Child  
Authors: Emmie Henderson-Dekort, Veronica Smits, and Hedwig van Bakel  
Pages: 78–98  
Online Publication Date: 12 Feb 2021  
 
Children’s Rights when Financing Development through Multilateral Development Banks: 
Mapping the Field and Looking Forward  
Author: Gamze Erdem Türkelli  
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Online Publication Date: 12 Feb 2021  
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Children and their rights are increasingly recognised as an integral part of the global development 
agenda as set out by the 2030 Agenda and the accompanying sdg s (Sustainable Development Goals). 
UN Human Rights Council Resolution 34/16 calls for a child rights-based approach to implementing 
these goals. Aspirations aside, children’s rights are largely invisible when the debates shift to how 
development is financed. Consequently, a children’s rights-based inquiry into the governance of 
institutions that finance development, is largely absent. This article seeks to overcome the relative 
scarcity of critical academic reflection on how and to what extent children’s rights feature in how 
development projects are financed by multilateral development banks (mdb s). The article first 
identifies common strands in norms mdb s use to govern themselves, their clients and borrowers. It 
then proceeds to situate how children’s rights fit into these administrative governance frameworks and 
goes on to address future perspectives of engagement to address shortcomings. 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
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Intervention – Journal of Mental Health and Psychological Support in Conflict Affected 
Areas 
July-December 2020  Volume 18 | Issue 2   Page Nos. 97-183 
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[Reviewed earlier] 

 

 

JAMA  
February 23, 2021, Vol 325, No. 8, Pages 705-798  
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/currentissue 
Research Letter 
All-Cause Excess Mortality and COVID-19–Related Mortality Among US Adults Aged 25-44 
Years, March-July 2020  
Jeremy Samuel Faust, MD, MS; Harlan M. Krumholz, MD, SM; Chengan Du, PhD; et al.  
free access has active quiz has multimedia has audio  
JAMA. 2021;325(8):785-787. doi:10.1001/jama.2020.24243  
   This study compares all-cause excess mortality and COVID-19–related mortality during the early 
pandemic period (March-July 2020) with unintentional drug overdoses, the usual leading cause of 
death in young adults, during the same period in 2018 among adults aged 25 to 44 years. 
 
Health Policy 
Racial and Ethnic Health Disparities Related to COVID-19  
Leo Lopez III, MD, MHS; Louis H. Hart III, MD; Mitchell H. Katz, MD  
Abstract Full Text  
free access has active quiz has audio  
JAMA. 2021;325(8):719-720. doi:10.1001/jama.2020.26443  
   This Viewpoint reviews data demonstrating worse risk and outcomes for non-White patients with 
coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) and makes policy proposals to mitigate the disparities, including 
expansion of Medicaid eligibility to expand health care access, multilingual and culturally appropriate 
communication and outreach, and easing accessibility to social services through health care contacts to 
address housing, food, legal, and economic stressors. 
 
A Viral Pandemic, Vaccine Safety, and Compensation for Adverse Events  
H. Cody Meissner, MD  
free access  
JAMA. 2021;325(8):721-722. doi:10.1001/jama.2020.26792  
   This Viewpoint reviews the system in place to compensate US residents for proven vaccine injury via 
the Countermeasures Injury Compensation Program and emphasizes that the benefit of COVID-19 
vaccines outweighs any potential harm. 
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Editorial 
Reassuring the Public and Clinical Community About the Scientific Review and Approval of 
a COVID-19 Vaccine  
Howard Bauchner, MD; Preeti N. Malani, MD, MSJ; Joshua Sharfstein, MD  
 
Clinical Update 
Allergic Reactions Including Anaphylaxis After Receipt of the First Dose of Pfizer-BioNTech 
COVID-19 Vaccine  
Tom Shimabukuro, MD, MPH, MBA; Narayan Nair, MD  
free access has active quiz has audio  
JAMA. 2021;325(8):780-781. doi:10.1001/jama.2021.0600  
   This JAMA Insights review provides clinical details of anaphylactic reactions reported to and verified 
by the CDC in the first week of use of the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine in the US, December 14-
23, 2020. 
  
 
JAMA Network 
COVID-19 Update   February 27, 2021  
These articles on COVID-19 were published across the JAMA Network in the last week. 
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Editorials 
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Diverse Youth in the U.S. 
Alex McDowell, Nadia L. Dowshen 
Published in issue: March 2021 
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Vol. 70 (2021) 
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EDITORIAL 
Evidence‐based Chinese medicine for the response to public health emergencies: The 
Guangzhou declaration 
Xiaojia Ni et al for the Evidence‐based Traditional and Integrative Medicine Responding to Public Health 
Emergencies Working Group  
Pages: 3-4 
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REVIEW 
Evidence‐based traditional Chinese medicine research: Two decades of development, its 
impact, and breakthrough 
Guihua Tian et al 
Pages: 65-74 
First Published: 22 February 2021 
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Article 
What are the Human Trafficking Policies of Professional Medical Organizations? 
Shelley Fang, Phuong Nguyen, John Coverdale & Mollie Gordon 
Pages: 137-144 
Published online: 07 Dec 2019 
   Overall, eight out of 265 national medical organizations had policies regarding human trafficking. 
These were the American Medical Association, American Medical Women’s Association, American 
Academy of Family Physicians, Christian Medical and Dental Association, American Academy of 
Pediatrics, American College of Emergency Physicians, American College of Obstetrics and Gynecology, 
and American Psychiatric Association. Policy statements varied in their content, recommendations, and 
victim populations addressed. 
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   To support the resumption of travel, rational and consistent testing and quarantine guidelines will be 
critical. Uniformity in the documentation of COVID-19 test results and vaccination will also be 
important. We discuss evidence to support standardized testing and quarantine requirements and 
propose a strategy to allow ease in travel planning. 
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inverse care law operates more completely where medical care is most exposed to market forces, and 
less so where such exposure is reduced.” 
   These understated opening lines of Julian Tudor Hart's paper, The Inverse Care Law, are as relevant 
now (50 years to the day since publication) as in 1971. The paper is one of the landmark publications 
in The Lancet's near 200-year history, and the resonance of Tudor Hart's definition of the inverse care 
law has global and timeless importance. Simply expressed, Tudor Hart observed that disadvantaged 
populations need more health care than advantaged populations, but receive less… 
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The inverse care law re-examined: a global perspective 
Richard Cookson, Tim Doran, Miqdad Asaria, Indrani Gupta, Fiorella Parra Mujica 
Summary  
An inverse care law persists in almost all low-income and middle-income countries, whereby socially 
disadvantaged people receive less, and lower-quality, health care despite having greater need. By 
contrast, a disproportionate care law persists in high-income countries, whereby socially disadvantaged 
people receive more health care, but of worse quality and insufficient quantity to meet their additional 
needs. Both laws are caused not only by financial barriers and fragmented health insurance systems 
but also by social inequalities in care seeking and co-investment as well as the costs and benefits of 
health care. Investing in more integrated universal health coverage and stronger primary care, 
delivered in proportion to need, can improve population health and reduce health inequality. However, 
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trade-offs sometimes exist between health policy objectives. Health-care technologies, policies, and 
resourcing should be subjected to distributional analysis of their equity impacts, to ensure the objective 
of reducing health inequalities is kept in sight.  
and threaten an upswing in armed conflict. 
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evidence 
Lindsay Stark, Ilana Seff, Chen Reis 
Summary  
Adolescent girls face elevated risks of gender-based violence in humanitarian settings because of the 
intersectionality of age and gender, and the additional and exacerbated risk factors relevant to 
emergencies. Because there is no clear division of labour between the gender-based violence and child 
protection sectors, adolescent girls are often neglected by both groups, and violence against this 
subpopulation goes unaddressed. This Review presents an adapted ecological framework for gender-
based violence risks facing adolescent girls in emergencies, synthesises the scant evidence for gender-
based violence prevention and response, and identifies barriers to effective and ethical measurement 
and evaluation of programme effectiveness. Although nascent evidence highlights promising 
interventions for transforming girls' attitudes about violence and gender inequity and improving 
psychosocial and mental wellbeing, little evidence supports the ability of existing approaches to reduce 
gender-based violence incidence. A more explicit focus on adolescent girls is needed when designing 
and evaluating interventions to ensure global efforts to end gender-based violence are inclusive of this 
population.  
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   … In The Lancet Digital Health, McCradden and colleagues say that the true potential of AI lies in 
revealing existing biases to motivate societal change and correct disparities in health care. For 
example, the disparity in pain management between Black and White patients is systemic, driven by 
biases with no scientific basis; however, race and ethnicity are still used as a proxy for indicators of 
health. Pierson and colleagues developed an AI model to measure osteoarthritis severity linked to knee 
pain, and found that AI predictions correlated more closely with patient-reported pain than with 
radiologists' diagnosis, particularly in Black patients. The study, published in Nature Medicine, 
highlighted the algorithm's ability to reduce unexplained disparities entrenched in the racial and 
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socioeconomic diversity of the data. The authors state that the AI may better capture under-served 
patients' pain and potentially redress disparities in access to further treatments. 
 
Health Policy 
Approval of artificial intelligence and machine learning-based medical devices in the USA 
and Europe (2015–20): a comparative analysis 
Urs J Muehlematter, Paola Daniore, Kerstin N Vokinger 
Summary 
There has been a surge of interest in artificial intelligence and machine learning (AI/ML)-based medical 
devices. However, it is poorly understood how and which AI/ML-based medical devices have been 
approved in the USA and Europe. We searched governmental and non-governmental databases to 
identify 222 devices approved in the USA and 240 devices in Europe. The number of approved AI/ML-
based devices has increased substantially since 2015, with many being approved for use in radiology. 
However, few were qualified as high-risk devices. Of the 124 AI/ML-based devices commonly approved 
in the USA and Europe, 80 were first approved in Europe. One possible reason for approval in Europe 
before the USA might be the potentially relatively less rigorous evaluation of medical devices in Europe. 
The substantial number of approved devices highlight the need to ensure rigorous regulation of these 
devices. Currently, there is no specific regulatory pathway for AI/ML-based medical devices in the USA 
or Europe. We recommend more transparency on how devices are regulated and approved to enable 
and improve public trust, efficacy, safety, and quality of AI/ML-based medical devices. A 
comprehensive, publicly accessible database with device details for Conformité Européene (CE)-marked 
medical devices in Europe and US Food and Drug Administration approved devices is needed. 
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Summary 
There is much debate about the use of immunity passports in the response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Some have argued that immunity passports are unethical and impractical, pointing to uncertainties 
relating to COVID-19 immunity, issues with testing, perverse incentives, doubtful economic benefits, 
privacy concerns, and the risk of discriminatory effects. We first review the scientific feasibility of 
immunity passports. Considerable hurdles remain, but increasing understanding of the neutralising 
antibody response to COVID-19 might make identifying members of the community at low risk of 
contracting and transmitting COVID-19 possible. We respond to the ethical arguments against 
immunity passports and give the positive ethical arguments. First, a strong presumption should be in 
favour of preserving people's free movement if at all feasible. Second, failing to recognise the reduced 
infection threat immune individuals pose risks punishing people for low-risk behaviour. Finally, further 
individual and social benefits are likely to accrue from allowing people to engage in free movement. 
Challenges relating to the implementation of immunity passports ought to be met with targeted 
solutions so as to maximise their benefit. 
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be fewer small or inconclusive studies and more studies such as the dexamethasone trial now reported 
by the RECOVERY Collaborative Group1 in this issue of the Journal… 
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Public Health Reports 
Volume 136 Issue 2, March/April 2021  
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/phrg/136/2 
[New issue: No digest content identified] 
 
 
Qualitative Health Research  
Volume 31 Issue 4, March 2021  
http://qhr.sagepub.com/content/current 
[New issue: No digest content identified] 
 
 
Refugee Survey Quarterly 
Volume 39, Issue 4, December 2020 
http://rsq.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
Special Issue: Improving Attention to Internal Displacement Globally  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Research Ethics 
Volume 17 Issue 1, January 2021  
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/reab/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Reproductive Health 
http://www.reproductive-health-journal.com/content 
[Accessed 27 Feb 2021]  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Revista Panamericana de Salud Pública/Pan American Journal of Public Health 
(RPSP/PAJPH)  
https://www.paho.org/journal/en 
Selected Articles 
26 Feb 2021 
National Network for Knowledge Management, Research, and Innovation in Tuberculosis 
in Colombia 
Current topic | Spanish |  
 
26 Feb 2021 
Diagnostic properties of case definitions of suspected COVID-19 in Chile, 2020 
Original research | Spanish |  
 
 
Risk Analysis     
Volume 41, Issue 2  Pages: 223-406  February 2021 

https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/phrg/136/2
http://qhr.sagepub.com/content/current
http://rsq.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/reab/current
http://www.reproductive-health-journal.com/content
https://www.paho.org/journal/en
https://www.paho.org/journal/en/articles/national-network-knowledge-management-research-and-innovation-tuberculosis-colombia
https://www.paho.org/journal/en/articles/national-network-knowledge-management-research-and-innovation-tuberculosis-colombia
https://www.paho.org/journal/en/articles/diagnostic-properties-case-definitions-suspected-covid-19-chile-2020


   

  

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/15396924/current 
Special Issue: Global Poliovirus Risk Management and Modeling 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Risk Management and Healthcare Policy 
https://www.dovepress.com/risk-management-and-healthcare-policy-archive56 
[Accessed 27 Feb 2021] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Science  
26 February 2021  Vol 371, Issue 6532 
http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl 
Policy Forum 
Optimizing age-specific vaccination 
By Meagan C. Fitzpatrick, Alison P. Galvani 
Science26 Feb 2021 : 890-891 Full Access 
Vaccination strategies are not one-size-fits-all 
Summary 
Efficacious vaccines against severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) have been 
developed, tested, and approved for emergency use with unprecedented speed. Deployment of 
multiple vaccines was initiated in several countries less than 1 year after identification of the virus. 
Although vaccine production is being rapidly scaled up, demand will exceed supply for the next several 
months. Consequently, an urgent challenge is the optimization of vaccine allocation to maximize public 
health benefit. On page 916 of this issue, Bubar et al. (1) demonstrate that vaccination of older people 
is the optimal age-based strategy to alleviate the burden of COVID-19. Although vaccination of younger 
adults is projected to avert the greatest incidence, vaccinating older adults will most effectively reduce 
mortality. In addition, they assess targeted vaccination that was based on serological status, finding 
that vaccinating seronegative individuals improves efficiency especially in settings where 
seroprevalence is high. 
 
Report 
Model-informed COVID-19 vaccine prioritization strategies by age and serostatus 
By Kate M. Bubar, Kyle Reinholt, Stephen M. Kissler, Marc Lipsitch, Sarah Cobey, Yonatan H. Grad, 
Daniel B. Larremore 
Science26 Feb 2021 : 916-921 Open Access  
   To minimize mortality, vaccinate seronegative persons most at risk of death: those with comorbidities 
and those 60+ years of age. 
 
Policy Forum 
Was “science” on the ballot? 
By Stephen Hilgartner, J. Benjamin Hurlbut, Sheila Jasanoff 
Science26 Feb 2021 : 893-894 Restricted Access 
   Labeling dissent as “anti-science” is bad social science and bad politics 
 
 
Science Translational Medicine  

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/15396924/current
https://www.dovepress.com/risk-management-and-healthcare-policy-archive56
http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/371/6532/890
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/371/6532/890
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/371/6532/916
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24 February 2021  Vol 13, Issue 582 
https://stm.sciencemag.org/ 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Social Science & Medicine 
Volume 270  February 2021 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/social-science-and-medicine/vol/270/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Stability: International Journal of Security & Development  
http://www.stabilityjournal.org/articles 
[Accessed 27 Feb 2021]  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Stanford Social Innovation Review 
Winter 2021   Volume 19, Number 1  
https://ssir.org/issue/winter_2021# 
   Read about how workers are using digital tools and online engagement during the COVID-19 
pandemic to achieve real benefits, how win-win strategies promoted by academics and business 
leaders are unproven and counterproductive, how human-centered design for social innovation has 
become more collaborative and focused on systems change, how employees are fighting to make their 
companies better corporate citizens, and other topics in the Winter 2021 issue of Stanford Social 
Innovation Review. 
 
 
Systematic Reviews  
https://systematicreviewsjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles 
[Accessed 27 Feb 2021]  
https://stm.sciencemag.org/ 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Theoretical Medicine and Bioethics 
Volume 41, issue 4, August 2020 
https://link.springer.com/journal/11017/volumes-and-issues/41-4 
Special Issue: Philosophical investigations into the essence of pediatric suffering 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Torture Journal 
2020  Volume 30 - No. 2 
https://irct.org/publications/torture-journal/147 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 

https://stm.sciencemag.org/
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Trauma, Violence, & Abuse 
Volume 22 Issue 1, January 2021  
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/tvaa/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
  
 
Travel Medicine and Infectious Diseases 
Volume 39  January–February 2021 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/travel-medicine-and-infectious-disease/vol/39/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Tropical Medicine & International Health 
Volume 26, Issue 2  Pages: i-iv, 121-255  February 2021 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13653156/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
UN Chronicle 
https://unchronicle.un.org/ 
Articles 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Vulnerable Children and Youth Studies  
An International Interdisciplinary Journal for Research, Policy and Care  
Volume 16, Issue 1, 2021 
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rvch20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
World Heritage Review  
n°96 - December 2020  
http://whc.unesco.org/e n/review/96/ 
Current Issue 
World Heritage and Biodiversity  
   These articles were prepared in anticipation of the UN Biodiversity Conference (COP 15) originally 
planned for October 2020 in Kunming, China, and the designation of a “biodiversity super year”. Many 
far-reaching decisions concerning the preservation of biodiversity were meant to be taken in 2020. But 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, a number of international meetings including COP 15 could not take 
place and have been postponed. 
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