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:: Week in Review  
A highly selective capture of strategic developments, research, commentary, analysis and 
announcements spanning Human Rights Action, Humanitarian Response, Health, Education, Holistic 
Development, Heritage Stewardship, Sustainable Resilience. Achieving a balance across these broad 
themes is a challenge and we appreciate your observations and ideas in this regard. This is not 
intended to be a "news and events" digest. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Global Governance 
 
UN Secretary-General Presents 10 Priorities for 2021 
3 February 2021 
:: UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres outlined ten priorities for 2021 during a UNGA plenary 
meeting on 28-29 January 2021. 
:: He explained how the 2030 Agenda points the way to a sustainable and inclusive recovery from 
COVID-19, how humans can "make peace with nature," and a strategy for increasing women's rights. 
:: The Secretary-General also provided indications of the recommendations he may make to 
governments in September 2021 for resetting global governance. 
 
UN Secretary-General’s Ten Priorities for 2021 are: 
:: Respond to COVID-19 
:: Start an inclusive and sustainable economic recovery 
:: Make peace with nature 
:: Tackle poverty and inequality 
:: Reverse the assault on human rights 
:: Gender equality, the greatest human rights challenge 
:: Heal geopolitical rifts 
:: Reverse the erosion of the nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation regime 
:: Seize the opportunities of digital technologies while protecting against their growing dangers 
:: Launch a reset for the 21st century 
 
Guterres said the first priority is responding to COVID-19, and the “first great moral test” of the year is 
to make vaccines available and affordable to all, treating them as a global public good. He called for 
prioritizing vaccine distribution to the most vulnerable in order to prevent mutations from spreading 
and becoming more deadly, and for more resources for the COVAX facility led by the World Health 
Organization (WHO). 
 
On economic recovery, Guterres said “the 2030 Agenda points the way.” He stressed the need for 
investments in health systems, universal health coverage, mental health care, social protection, and 
safe returns to school. To avoid making developing countries choose between providing basic services 
and servicing their debts, he called for a “quantum leap in financial support,” including debt relief and 
an expansion of the G20 Debt Service Suspension Initiative. He also called for embracing renewable 
energy and green and resilient infrastructure… 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 

http://sdg.iisd.org/news/un-secretary-general-presents-10-priorities-for-2021/


   

  

 
Human Rights – Trafficking in Persons 
 
Share of children among trafficking victims increases, boys five times; COVID-19 seen 
worsening overall trend in human trafficking, says UNODC Report 
Media Release 
Vienna 2 February 2021 – The number of children among detected trafficking victims has tripled in the 
past 15 years, while the share of boys has increased five times. Girls are mainly trafficked for sexual 
exploitation, while boys are used for forced labour, according to the Global Report on Trafficking in 
Persons, launched by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) today. 
 
In 2018 about 50,000 human trafficking victims were detected and reported by 148 countries. 
However, given the hidden nature of this crime, the actual number of victims trafficked is far higher. 
The Report shows traffickers particularly target the most vulnerable, such as migrants and people 
without jobs. The COVID-19-induced recession is likely to expose more people to the risk of trafficking. 
 
“Millions of women, children and men worldwide are out of work, out of school and without social 
support in the continuing COVID-19 crisis, leaving them at greater risk of human trafficking. We need 
targeted action to stop criminal traffickers from taking advantage of the pandemic to exploit the 
vulnerable,” said UNODC Executive Director Ghada Waly.  
 
“The UNODC Global Report on Trafficking in Persons 2020, coupled with the technical assistance 
UNODC provides through its global programmes and field network, aims to inform governments’ anti-
trafficking responses, end impunity, and support victims as part of integrated efforts to build forward 
from the pandemic.”… 
 
 
Global Report on Trafficking in Persons 
UNODC 
2020, 176 pages 
PDF: https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/tip/2021/GLOTiP_2020_15jan_web.pdf 
 
The 2020 UNODC Global Report on Trafficking in Persons is the fifth of its kind mandated by the 
General Assembly through the 2010 United Nations Global Plan of Action to Combat Trafficking in 
Persons. It covers 148 countries and provides an overview of patterns and flows of trafficking in 
persons at global, regional and national levels, based primarily on trafficking cases detected between 
2016 and 2019. As UNODC has been systematically collecting data on trafficking in persons for more 
than a decade, trend information is presented for a broad range of indicators. 
 
As with previous years, this edition of the Global Report on Trafficking in Persons presents a global 
picture of the patterns and flows of trafficking (Chapter 1), alongside detailed regional analyses 
(Chapter 6) and country profiles.  
 
In addition, this Report provides four thematic chapters. Chapter 2 of the Report examines how poor 
socioeconomic conditions are used by traffickers to recruit and exploit victims. The third chapter 
expands on patterns of child trafficking and the roles that extreme poverty, social norms and familial 
backgrounds play in this form of trafficking. Then, the fourth chapter focuses on trafficking for forced 
labour and explores the specific economic sectors that are more vulnerable to trafficking. Finally, the 

https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/tip/2021/English_Press_Release_-_GLOTIP_2Feb211.docx
https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/tip/2021/English_Press_Release_-_GLOTIP_2Feb211.docx
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/data-and-analysis/glotip.html
https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/tip/2021/GLOTiP_2020_15jan_web.pdf


   

  

fifth chapter presents emerging patterns on internet technologies that are used by traffickers to 
facilitate recruitment and exploitation… 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Heritage Stewardship 
 
HERITAGE AT RISK. World Report 2016-2019 on Monuments and Sites in Danger  
Machat, Christoph (ed.), Ziesemer, John (ed.) Berlin, hendrik Bäßler verlag,  
2020. 173 p., illus. [Eng] 
ISBN 978-3-945880-67-8 
PDF: http://openarchive.icomos.org/id/eprint/2430/ 
Abstract 
The ICOMOS World Report 2016-2019 on Monuments and Sites in Danger (Heritage at Risk) is the 
latest volume of what is already a whole series of World Reports started in 2000. It consists of 
contributions from 23 countries, among them reports from National and international Scientific 
Committees of ICOMOS, but also, as usual, reports by individual experts, completed by short 
information on the World Heritage Watch network, founded in 2014, and by press releases on the 
Europa Nostra programme “The Seven Most Endangered Heritage Sites in Europe” launched in 2013.  
 
Le Rapport mondial 2016-2019 de l'ICOMOS sur les monuments et sites en péril (Heritage at Risk) est 
le dernier volume de ce qui est déjà toute une série de rapports mondiaux commencés en 2000. Il se 
compose de contributions de 23 pays, parmi lesquelles des rapports des comités scientifiques 
nationaux et internationaux de l'ICOMOS, mais aussi, comme d'habitude, des rapports d'experts 
individuels, complétés par de brèves informations sur le réseau World Heritage Watch, fondé en 2014, 
et par des communiqués de presse sur le programme Europa Nostra "Les sept sites du patrimoine les 
plus menacés en Europe" lancé en 2013.  
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Heritage Stewardship – Tools 
 
Getty Conservation Institute Releases Free Online Publication: “The Twentieth-Century 
Historic Thematic Framework: A Tool for Assessing Heritage Places” 
February 04, 2021 
LOS ANGELES – Getty Conservation Institute released today “The Twentieth-Century Historic Thematic 
Framework,” a free online tool for architecture and heritage conservation professionals around the 
world. 
 
The 20th century was a time of rapid growth, technological advancement and political upheaval, 
resulting in a proliferation of new buildings, cities, and landscapes. However, the existence of so many 
potential heritage places from the 20th century can make it difficult for professionals to determine what 
is significant and why. This publication provides a structure to help users identify and assess 20th 
century heritage, which is often the first step needed to conserve and sustain these places. 

http://openarchive.icomos.org/id/eprint/2430/
http://openarchive.icomos.org/id/eprint/2430/
http://news.getty.edu/getty-conservation-institute-releases-free-online-publication-twentieth-century-historic-thematic-framework-tool-for-assessing-heritage-places.htm
http://news.getty.edu/getty-conservation-institute-releases-free-online-publication-twentieth-century-historic-thematic-framework-tool-for-assessing-heritage-places.htm
https://gty.art/TCHTF
https://gty.art/TCHTF


   

  

The publication uses broad thinking to identify the principal social, technological, political, and 
economic drivers that shaped the 20th century globally, and these have been distilled into ten succinct 
historic themes seen in the diagram below: 
 
 

 

The publication is offered for free and can be utilized and adapted by anyone involved in heritage 
conservation around the world. 

Themes 
The Framework uses ten succinct themes to organize and define history, helping to identify heritage 
sites and place them in context: 
1. Rapid Urbanization and the Growth of Large Cities 
2. Accelerated Scientific and Technological Development 
3. Mechanized and Industrialized Agriculture 
4. World Trade and Global Corporations 
5. Transportation Systems and Mass Communication 
6. Internationalization, New Nation-States, and Human Rights 
7. Conserving the Natural Environment, Buildings, and Landscapes 
8. Popular Culture and Tourism 



   

  

9. Religious, Educational, and Cultural Institutions 
10. War and its Aftermath 
 
Beginning with an overview of the themes, subthemes, and places that exemplify them, readers can 
quickly navigate to any one theme that is of particular importance to their area of research. Each 
section concludes with a photo gallery showing a diverse range of buildings, sites, structures, and 
landscapes that illustrate the issues discussed.  
 
Although globally structured, this framework can be used locally to survey and assess places within the 
context of the twentieth century and to conduct comparative analyses of places. It can be utilized and 
adapted by anyone involved in heritage conservation around the world. Our hope is that it will aid 
many forms of research, analysis, and survey work, and ultimately help sustain and conserve the 
heritage of the twentieth century. 
 
Commissioned by the Getty Conservation Institute working in collaboration with the ICOMOS 
Twentieth-Century Heritage International Scientific Committee, this publication is an outcome of the 
Conservation Institute's Conserving Modern Architecture Initiative.  

Thematic frameworks are already being used to identify and assess heritage places in countries such as 
Australia, Canada, New Zealand, and the United States, and internationally by the UNESCO World 
Heritage Centre, ICOMOS (the International Council on Monuments and Sites), and other heritage 
organizations. 

This new publication meets a global need by creating a thematic framework for assessing 20th century 
heritage. Previous Getty initiatives such as the Conserving Modern Architecture Initiative and Keeping It 
Modern have addressed these issues using international conservation management planning and grant 
funding, respectively. 

:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Development – AI 
 
Atlas AI Launches Aperture™ – Unlocking Unparalleled Insight to Target Investments and 
Drive Impact in Emerging Markets 
Feb 04 2021  Press Release 
   PALO ALTO, CALIFORNIA – Atlas AI today announced the launch of Aperture™, a market and 
economic intelligence platform unlocking unparalleled insight into demographic, economic and 
infrastructure conditions across the emerging markets.  Aperture integrates Atlas AI’s proprietary data 
layers into a user-friendly web-based application to enable site selection, market prioritization and 
network optimization for businesses and investors making high stakes location-based decisions in 
regions traditionally starved for reliable and timely data.   Aperture is available for the full continent of 
Africa at launch, with plans to expand the software globally later in 2021… 
 
Transforming how billions of dollars are invested for a more sustainable future 
   Atlas AI bring together world class machine learning talent and deep domain expertise to develop 
software that allows customers to plan and monitor high stakes investments including infrastructure 
development initiatives and market expansion programs. 

https://www.getty.edu/conservation/our_projects/field_projects/cmai/
https://www.getty.edu/foundation/initiatives/current/keeping_it_modern/index.html
https://www.getty.edu/foundation/initiatives/current/keeping_it_modern/index.html
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/news/atlas-ai-launches-aperture-unlocking-unparalleled-insight-to-target-investments-and-drive-impact-in-emerging-markets/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/news/atlas-ai-launches-aperture-unlocking-unparalleled-insight-to-target-investments-and-drive-impact-in-emerging-markets/
https://www.atlasai.co/about


   

  

 
   Atlas AI was founded in 2018 as a Public Benefit Corporation by a team of Stanford University 
Professors - Marshall Burke, Stefano Ermon, and David Lobell - based on their pioneering research at 
the intersection of Economics, Earth Science, and Computer Science. Marshall, Stefano and David had 
spent years advancing research on how to apply cutting edge AI techniques to develop better quality 
and more localized socioeconomic measures in data sparse environments like Sub-Saharan Africa. 
Atlas AI resulted from their desire to translate these research techniques into market-ready data sets, 
and to expand access to insights about economic development in the emerging markets to help solve 
important societal pro 
 
Launching with four critical lenses on economic development 
Atlas AI’s peer-reviewed and validated technology enables the highest quality understanding of 
conditions across Africa: 
 
Population Dynamics 
Understand the demographic data across the continent, we combine public data sets to provide a 
holistic demographic insight. 
Africa (continent wide) 
Updated annually  Last update: 2020 
 
Economic Conditions 
Understand the economic data across the continent, identify trends across key identifies such as Asset 
wealth, etc 
Africa (continent wide) 
Updated annually  Last update: 2018 
 
Electrification 
Understand the infrastructure data across the continent, analyse electrification trends across the 
continent. 
Africa (continent wide) 
Updated annually  Last update: Dec 2019 
 
Agricultural Productivity 
On demand 
We provide on-demand crop monitoring and large-scale crop area and yield estimates for current and 
past growing seasons anywhere at a 10m spatial resolution. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
U.S. – Re-engagement 
 
Executive Order on Rebuilding and Enhancing Programs to Resettle Refugees and Planning 
for the Impact of Climate Change on Migration  
February 04, 2021 • Presidential Actions  
 
Remarks by President Biden on America’s Place in the World  
February 04, 2021 • Speeches and Remarks  

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/02/04/executive-order-on-rebuilding-and-enhancing-programs-to-resettle-refugees-and-planning-for-the-impact-of-climate-change-on-migration/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/02/04/executive-order-on-rebuilding-and-enhancing-programs-to-resettle-refugees-and-planning-for-the-impact-of-climate-change-on-migration/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2021/02/04/remarks-by-president-biden-on-americas-place-in-the-world/


   

  

 
Fact Sheet: President Biden to Sign Executive Actions Restoring America’s Place in the 
World  
February 04, 2021 • Statements and Releases  
 
Remarks by President Biden at Signing of Executive Orders Advancing His Priority to 
Modernize Our Immigration System  
February 02, 2021 • Speeches and Remarks  
 
Executive Order on the Establishment of Interagency Task Force on the Reunification of 
Families  
February 02, 2021 • Presidential Actions  
 
Executive Order on Creating a Comprehensive Regional Framework to Address the Causes 
of Migration, to Manage Migration Throughout North and Central America, and to Provide 
Safe and Orderly Processing of Asylum Seekers at the United States Border  
February 02, 2021 • Presidential Actions  
 
Executive Order on Restoring Faith in Our Legal Immigration Systems and Strengthening 
Integration and Inclusion Efforts for New Americans  
February 02, 2021 • Presidential Actions  
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Protection – Children on the Move  
 
The European Union, UNICEF and UNHCR join efforts to protect children on the move in 
Central America, Mexico and Southern Africa  
02 February 2021 
BRUSSELS/JOHANNESBURG/NAIROBI – The European Union (EU), the United Nations Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF) and UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency have announced today the launch of the new EU 
Global Promotion of Best Practices for Children in Migration programme to strengthen child 
protection systems and provide alternatives to immigration detention. 
 
This multi-country programme, with a total budget of €7.5 million, has received €7 million 
from the EU and is being implemented across four countries in two regions: El Salvador 
and Mexico in Latin America; South Africa and Zambia in Southern Africa. Over the course of 
the 30-month programme, UNICEF and UNHCR will jointly work with national governments; local 
authorities with portfolios of child protection and social welfare, home affairs and justice; civil society 
organisations and other stakeholders around three key goals for children. 
 
Firstly, the programme will ensure that the capacity of child protection systems to include 
gender responsive services and alternative care options to immigration detention is enhanced.  
 
Secondly, that the capacity of frontline actors to detect children on the move suffering 
from, or at risk of, gender-based violence and to refer them to appropriate alternative family and 
community care is increased.  

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/02/04/fact-sheet-president-biden-to-sign-executive-actions-restoring-americas-place-in-the-world/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/02/04/fact-sheet-president-biden-to-sign-executive-actions-restoring-americas-place-in-the-world/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2021/02/02/remarks-by-president-biden-at-signing-of-executive-orders-advancing-his-priority-to-modernize-our-immigration-system/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2021/02/02/remarks-by-president-biden-at-signing-of-executive-orders-advancing-his-priority-to-modernize-our-immigration-system/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/02/02/executive-order-the-establishment-of-interagency-task-force-on-the-reunification-of-families/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/02/02/executive-order-the-establishment-of-interagency-task-force-on-the-reunification-of-families/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/02/02/executive-order-creating-a-comprehensive-regional-framework-to-address-the-causes-of-migration-to-manage-migration-throughout-north-and-central-america-and-to-provide-safe-and-orderly-processing/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/02/02/executive-order-creating-a-comprehensive-regional-framework-to-address-the-causes-of-migration-to-manage-migration-throughout-north-and-central-america-and-to-provide-safe-and-orderly-processing/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/02/02/executive-order-creating-a-comprehensive-regional-framework-to-address-the-causes-of-migration-to-manage-migration-throughout-north-and-central-america-and-to-provide-safe-and-orderly-processing/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/02/02/executive-order-restoring-faith-in-our-legal-immigration-systems-and-strengthening-integration-and-inclusion-efforts-for-new-americans/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/02/02/executive-order-restoring-faith-in-our-legal-immigration-systems-and-strengthening-integration-and-inclusion-efforts-for-new-americans/
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/2/601cf77e4/european-union-unicef-unhcr-join-efforts-protect-children-move-central.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/2/601cf77e4/european-union-unicef-unhcr-join-efforts-protect-children-move-central.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/2/601cf77e4/european-union-unicef-unhcr-join-efforts-protect-children-move-central.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/2/601cf77e4/european-union-unicef-unhcr-join-efforts-protect-children-move-central.html


   

  

 
And, thirdly, that lessons learned and best practices on programming for children on the 
move are documented and shared to contribute to strengthened south-south and global 
cooperation. 
 
Welcoming the launch of the programme, Jutta Urpilainen, European Commissioner for International 
Partnerships, said: “Children should always be treated first and foremost as children, regardless of their 
migration status. They have the right to be protected and to live in a safe environment. This includes 
having access to education, healthcare and sanitation, social and legal services, and psychological 
support. In partnership with UNICEF and UNHCR, the European Union is reaching out especially to 
children affected by immigration detention.” 
 
Mohamed M. Malick Fall, Regional Director for UNICEF in Eastern and Southern Africa, said: 
“In an era where COVID-19 has jeopardized access to services, these children are now even more 
vulnerable. Our joint programme will address the impact that immigration detention has on children’s 
mental and wellbeing; and critically, the increased risks of child rights violations,” he said. 
 
“This project is a crucial opportunity for all actors involved in the protection of children on the move to 
work better together. These boys and girls face specific risks requiring tailored, gender specific, and 
child sensitive responses. Children should not be detained,” said Grainne O’Hara, UNHCR’s Director of 
International Protection. 
 
“Having fled from violence and persecution, children too often face further abuse, neglect and 
exploitation on their journey or at their destination. With this programme, we hope that safe alternative 
care arrangements will be strengthened and that children at risk are quickly identified and receive the 
attention they urgently need,” she said… 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Emergencies 
 
Coronavirus [COVID-19] - WHO 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019 
 
 

Weekly Epidemiological and Operational updates  
Last update: 23 January 2021 
Confirmed cases ::   104 956 439   [week ago:  101 561 219]   [two weeks ago:  96 877 399] 
Confirmed deaths ::    2 290 488    [week ago:     2 196 9440   [two weeks ago:   2 098 879]      
Countries, areas or territories with cases :: 223 
 
Weekly epidemiological update - 2 February 2021  
Overview  
   Globally, just under 3.7 million new cases were reported in the past week, a decline of 13% from last 
week, and the number of new deaths reported was over 96 000, comparable to the previous week. 
This brings the cumulative numbers to over 102.1 million reported cases and over 2.2 million deaths 
globally since the start of the pandemic.  

https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-epidemiological-update---2-february-2021
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-epidemiological-update---2-february-2021


   

  

   In this edition of the COVID-19 Weekly Epidemiological Update, special focus updates are provided 
on: COVID-19 and health workers, as well as on SARS-CoV-2 variants of concern. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Vaccinations 
Our World in Data 
   Our World in Data and the SDG-Tracker are collaborative efforts between researchers at the 
University of Oxford, who are the scientific editors of the website content; and the non-profit 
organization Global Change Data Lab, who publishes and maintains the website and the data tools that 
make our work possible. At the University of Oxford we are based at the Oxford Martin Programme on 
Global Development. 
   Research and data: Hannah Ritchie, Esteban Ortiz-Ospina, Diana Beltekian, Edouard Mathieu, Joe 
Hasell, Bobbie Macdonald, Charlie Giattino, and Max Roser 
   Web development: Breck Yunits, Ernst van Woerden, Daniel Gavrilov, Matthieu Bergel, Shahid 
Ahmad, Jason Crawford, and Marcel Gerber 
 

 
 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 

https://ourworldindata.org/covid-vaccinations
https://global-change-data-lab.org/
https://www.oxfordmartin.ox.ac.uk/research/programmes/global-development
https://www.oxfordmartin.ox.ac.uk/research/programmes/global-development


   

  

POLIO   
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
 
Polio this week as of 03 February 2021 
:: The first Polio News edition of 2021 is now out containing the latest programme updates, news and 
donor information. 
 
Summary of new WPV and cVDPV viruses this week (AFP cases and ES positives):  
:: Afghanistan: one WPV1 and 14 cVDPV2 cases and two cVDPV2 positive environmental samples 
:: Pakistan: three WPV1 and 18 cVDPV2 positive environmental samples and eight cVDPV2 cases 
:: Benin: one cVDPV2 case and two positive environmental samples 
:: Nigeria: one cVDPV2 case 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Editor’s Note: 
Continuing with this edition, we include information about the last apparent update evident on the 
WHO emergency country webpages, recognizing almost universal and significant interims since last 
update regardless of the level of the emergency listed. 
 
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
Democratic Republic of the Congo - No new digest announcements  [Last apparent update: 12 Jan 
2021] 
Mozambique floods  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 3 November 
2020] 
Nigeria - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 29 Jun 2020] 
Somalia - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 17 July 2020] 
South Sudan   - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 4 February 2020] 
Syrian Arab Republic  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 24 October 
2020] 
Yemen - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 30 June 2020] 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
Burkina Faso -  
:: Au Burkina Faso, une lutte soutenue contre le cancer du sein   04 février 2021  
 
Afghanistan - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 5 July 2020] 
Angola - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 03 December 2020] 
Burundi  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 04 July 2019] 
Cameroon  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 22 August 2019] 
Central African Republic - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 12 June 
2018] 
Ethiopia - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 22 August 2019] 
Iran floods 2019  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 12 March 2020] 
Iraq - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 16 December 2020] 

https://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
https://polioeradication.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/polio-news-january2021-en.pdf
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cod/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/mozambique
http://www.who.int/emergencies/nigeria/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/somalia/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ssd/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/syr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/yem/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
https://www.afro.who.int/fr/countries/burkina-faso
https://www.afro.who.int/fr/news/au-burkina-faso-une-lutte-soutenue-contre-le-cancer-du-sein
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/afg/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/angola
https://www.afro.who.int/countries/burundi
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cmr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/caf/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/eth/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/irn/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/countries/irq/index.html


   

  

Libya - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 7 October 2019] 
Malawi Floods - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 09 October 2019] 
Measles in Europe - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 16-12-2020] 
MERS-CoV  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 8 July 2019] 
Mozambique  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 03 November 2020] 
Myanmar  - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: :: 3 January 2021    
Niger - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 29 December 2020] 
occupied Palestinian territory  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 4 
September 2019] 
HIV in Pakistan  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 27 August 2019] 
Sao Tome and Principe Necrotizing Cellulitis (2017)  - No new digest announcements  
Sudan  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 24 June 2020] 
Ukraine - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 1 May 2019] 
Zimbabwe - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 10 May 2019] 
   
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 1 Emergencies  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
Chad  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 30 June 2018] 
Djibouti - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 25 novembre 2020] 
Kenya - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 11 December 2020] 
Mali  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 3 May 2017] 
Namibia - viral hepatitis  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 20 July 
2018] 
Tanzania  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 21 October 2020] 
  
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – L3 Emergencies 
The UN and its humanitarian partners are currently responding to three 'L3' emergencies. This is the 
global humanitarian system's classification for the response to the most severe, large-scale 
humanitarian crises.  
Syrian Arab Republic   
:: Syrian Arab Republic: COVID-19 Humanitarian Update No. 23 As of 1 February 2021 
 
Yemen - No new digest announcements identified   
 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Corporate Emergencies 
When the USG/ERC declares a Corporate Emergency Response, all OCHA offices, branches and 
sections provide their full support to response activities both at HQ and in the field. 
COVID-19    
:: Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19): Weekly Epidemiological Update (2 February 2021) 
 
East Africa Locust Infestation   
:: Desert Locust situation update 4 February 2021 

http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/lby/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/malawi
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/communicable-diseases/measles-and-rubella
http://www.who.int/emergencies/mers-cov/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/mozambique
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mmr/en/
http://afro.who.int/fr/countries/niger
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/opt/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/pandemic-epidemic-diseases/news/who-and-partners-mobilize-hiv-drugs-for-infected-children-in-pakistan.html
http://afro.who.int/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/sdn/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ukr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/zwe/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tcd/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/fr/countries/dji/
http://www.afro.who.int/countries/kenya
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mli/en/
http://afro.who.int/news/baseline-assessment-national-viral-hepatitis-response-namibia
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tza/en/
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/syria
https://reliefweb.int/node/3709380
https://www.unocha.org/yemen
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/covid19
https://reliefweb.int/node/3709740
https://www.unocha.org/east-africa-locust-infestation
https://reliefweb.int/node/3710540


   

  

 
*                      *                       *                        * 

 
 

:: Agency/Government/IGO Watch 
We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for key 
media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on regional or global 
level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific coverage is limited. Please 
suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
 
 
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly  
[to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://www.un.org/press/en 
Selected Meetings/Press Releases/Announcements 
5 February 2021   SG/SM/20571 
Secretary-General, in Observance Message, Calls for Unity to End Female Genital 
Mutilation, Warns Girls at Greater Risk of Harmful Practice during Pandemic 
 
4 February 2021   SG/SM/20570 
High Court Verdict against Former Lord’s Resistance Army Commander ‘Milestone in 
Accountability’, Says Secretary-General, Spotlighting Gender Crimes 
 
4 February 2021  SC/14430 
Security Council Press Statement on Situation in Myanmar 
 
4 February 2021   SG/SM/20569 
Hard-Hit by COVID-19, Occupied Territory Reveals Urgency of Two-State Solution, Global 
Solidarity, Secretary-General Tells Palestinian Rights Committee 
 
3 February 2021   SG/SM/20564 
Secretary-General, Launching Ocean Science Decade, Says Making Peace with Nature Key 
to Delivering Prosperous, Equitable World 
 
 
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 6 Feb 2021] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true  
Top News 
Press briefing notes on Paraguay 
 
Sri Lanka: Experts dismayed by regressive steps, call for renewed UN scrutiny and efforts 
to ensure accountability 
 
Comment by UN Human Rights Office Spokesperson Ravina Shamdasani on Russia 
 
UN report reveals continuing high rate of detainee torture allegations in Afghanistan 
 
US should end use of private, ‘for-profit’ migrant detention centres, say UN experts 

https://www.un.org/press/en
https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/sgsm20571.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/sgsm20571.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/sgsm20570.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/sgsm20570.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/sc14430.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/sgsm20569.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/sgsm20569.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/sgsm20564.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/sgsm20564.doc.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26726&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26725&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26725&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26714&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26713&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26718&LangID=E


   

  

 
 
United Nations Human Rights Council  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL 
Council News 
Renewed political commitment to initiate transitional justice in South Sudan must deliver 
for victims, UN experts note  
01/02/2021 
 
 
Committee on the Rights of the Child [to 6 Feb 2021] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx 
Latest News 
Committee on the Rights of the Child Closes Online Limited Eighty-Sixth Session 
4 February 2021 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the sale and sexual exploitation of children   [to 6 Feb 2021] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx  
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed 
Conflict [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict 
[to 6 Feb 2021] 
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights   [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable 
standard of physical and mental health  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=26704&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=26704&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26724&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx


   

  

 
Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples   [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx 
Latest news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN OCHA [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://www.unocha.org/  
Selected Press Releases        
04 February 2021 
Urgent humanitarian funding and greater protection of the civilian population needed in 
Niger 
 
  
Centre for Humanitarian Data/HDX  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://centre.humdata.org/ 
Blog 
February 5, 2021 
IASC Operational Guidance on Data Responsibility in Humanitarian Action 
By Data Responsibility Team 
   Data responsibility in humanitarian action is the safe, ethical and effective management of personal 
and non-personal data for operational response. The Centre worked with colleagues from IOM, UNHCR, 
and a range of other partners over the past year to develop a new Inter-Agency Standing Committee 
(IASC) Operational Guidance on Data Responsibility to support collective action in this area. 
   This system-wide IASC Operational Guidance on Data Responsibility, which is a first, will support 
concrete steps for data responsibility in all phases of humanitarian action. It complements and is 
informed by existing guidance on data responsibility, both from development actors and within the 
broader humanitarian community. It is designed to leverage existing expertise on data responsibility, 
reinforce efforts and initiatives, and help mainstream best practice.  
 
 
UNICEF  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases 
Selected Press releases, Statements 
Statement  02/05/2021  

https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx
https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases
https://reliefweb.int/node/3710815
https://reliefweb.int/node/3710815
https://centre.humdata.org/
https://centre.humdata.org/iasc-operational-guidance-on-data-responsibility-in-humanitarian-action/
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/operational-response/iasc-operational-guidance-data-responsibility-humanitarian-action-0
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/operational-response/iasc-operational-guidance-data-responsibility-humanitarian-action-0
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases


   

  

UN reiterates its call for demolitions to end and for international law to be respected  
Joint statement by Sarah Muscroft, Head of OCHA in the occupied Palestinian territory, James Heenan, 
Head of the UN Human Rights Office in the occupied Palestinian territory, and Lucia Elmi, UNICEF 
Special Representative in State of Palestine  
 
Statement  02/05/2021  
2 million additional cases of female genital mutilation likely to occur over next decade due 
to COVID-19  
Only united, concerted and well-funded action can end this human rights violation  
 
Statement  02/03/2021  
UNICEF Executive Director Henrietta Fore's remarks at briefing on COVAX publishing 
interim distribution forecast  
As delivered  
 
Statement  01/31/2021  
Four children reportedly killed and two children injured in two attacks in northern Syria  
Statement by Bo Viktor Nylund, UNICEF Representative in Syria  
 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 6 Feb 2021] 
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html 
Selected Announcements  
UNHCR and IOM call for improved safeguards for the displaced on the frontlines of climate 
emergency 
4 Feb 2021  
 
Biden move on refugee resettlement will save lives: UNHCR 
4 Feb 2021  
 
The European Union, UNICEF and UNHCR join efforts to protect children on the move in 
Central America, Mexico and Southern Africa 2 Feb 2021  
[See Week in Review above detail] 
 
UNHCR welcomes U.S. action on refugees 
2 Feb 2021  
 
Remarks by the UN High Commissioner for Refugees Filippo Grandi at the press conference 
in Addis Ababa. 
1 Feb 2021  
  
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 6 Feb 2021]  
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
Selected Announcements 
Migrants Play Key Role in Disaster Response, IOM Explores Diaspora’s Engagement in 
Humanitarian Assistance 
2021-02-05 14:59 

https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/un-reiterates-its-call-demolitions-end-and-international-law-be-respected
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/2-million-additional-cases-female-genital-mutilation-likely-occur-over-next-decade
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/2-million-additional-cases-female-genital-mutilation-likely-occur-over-next-decade
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-executive-director-henrietta-fores-remarks-briefing-covax-publishing-interim
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-executive-director-henrietta-fores-remarks-briefing-covax-publishing-interim
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/four-children-reportedly-killed-and-two-children-injured-two-attacks-northern-syria
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/2/601af5b14/unhcr-iom-call-improved-safeguards-displaced-frontlines-climate-emergency.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/2/601af5b14/unhcr-iom-call-improved-safeguards-displaced-frontlines-climate-emergency.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/2/601af5b14/unhcr-iom-call-improved-safeguards-displaced-frontlines-climate-emergency.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/2/601af5b14/unhcr-iom-call-improved-safeguards-displaced-frontlines-climate-emergency.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/2/601c56524/biden-move-refugee-resettlement-save-lives-unhcr.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/2/601c56524/biden-move-refugee-resettlement-save-lives-unhcr.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/2/601c56524/biden-move-refugee-resettlement-save-lives-unhcr.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/2/601c56524/biden-move-refugee-resettlement-save-lives-unhcr.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/2/601cf77e4/european-union-unicef-unhcr-join-efforts-protect-children-move-central.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/2/601cf77e4/european-union-unicef-unhcr-join-efforts-protect-children-move-central.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/2/601cf77e4/european-union-unicef-unhcr-join-efforts-protect-children-move-central.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/2/601cf77e4/european-union-unicef-unhcr-join-efforts-protect-children-move-central.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/2/6019dfc44/unhcr-welcomes-us-action-on-refugees.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/2/6019584e4/remarks-un-high-commissioner-refugees-filippo-grandi-press-conference-addis.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/2/6019584e4/remarks-un-high-commissioner-refugees-filippo-grandi-press-conference-addis.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/2/6019584e4/remarks-un-high-commissioner-refugees-filippo-grandi-press-conference-addis.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/2/6019584e4/remarks-un-high-commissioner-refugees-filippo-grandi-press-conference-addis.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/2/6019584e4/remarks-un-high-commissioner-refugees-filippo-grandi-press-conference-addis.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/2/6019584e4/remarks-un-high-commissioner-refugees-filippo-grandi-press-conference-addis.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2021/1/600152d24/number-central-african-refugees-soars-violence-intensifies.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2021/1/600152d24/number-central-african-refugees-soars-violence-intensifies.html
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases
https://www.iom.int/news/migrants-play-key-role-disaster-response-iom-explores-diasporas-engagement-humanitarian
https://www.iom.int/news/migrants-play-key-role-disaster-response-iom-explores-diasporas-engagement-humanitarian


   

  

   Washington, DC – Many people, when they consider the contributions of migrants to their countries 
of origin, think first of remittance flows —the billions of dollars travelling annually between high 
income, “developed” destination countries to lower income regions in the Global... 
 
Indebtedness Affects 68% of Returnee Migrants in Six West African Countries, 
Jeopardizing Their Reintegration at Home 
2021-02-05 14:59 
   Dakar – A study conducted by the International Organization for Migration (IOM) on the impact of 
indebtedness on returnee migrants in six West African countries reveals that 68 per cent are in debt, 
while over two-thirds characterize either the shame or burden of their... 
 
IOM and UNHCR Call for Improved Safeguards for the Displaced on the Frontlines of 
Climate Emergency 
2021-02-04 17:17 
   Geneva – IOM, the International Organization for Migration, and the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR), 
are calling on states to strengthen the protection and assistance of people displaced in the context of 
disasters and climate change, ahead of a virtual conference co-hosted today, 4... 
 
 
UNAIDS [to 6 Feb 2021]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
Selected Press Releases/Reports/Statements 
1 February 2021 
We are off track to meet the 2020 targets on the number of voluntary medical male 
circumcisions  
 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 6 Feb 2021]  
5 February 2021  
WHO launches free OpenWHO.org training on rehabilitation for COVID-19 
 
4 February 2021   News release 
WHO receives nearly 1 200 entries for the second edition of Health for All Film Festival 
 
3 February 2021  
COVAX publishes first interim distribution forecast 
 
3 February 2021   Departmental news 
Breast cancer now most common form of cancer: WHO taking action 
 
3 February 2021   News release 
Michael R. Bloomberg and Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus call for global focus on 
noncommunicable diseases  
 
2 February 2021  
WHO publishes public health research agenda for managing infodemics 
 
1 February 2021  

https://www.iom.int/news/indebtedness-affects-68-returnee-migrants-six-west-african-countries-jeopardizing-their
https://www.iom.int/news/indebtedness-affects-68-returnee-migrants-six-west-african-countries-jeopardizing-their
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-and-unhcr-call-improved-safeguards-displaced-frontlines-climate-emergency
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-and-unhcr-call-improved-safeguards-displaced-frontlines-climate-emergency
http://www.unaids.org/en
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2021/february/20210201_voluntary-medical-male-circumcisions
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2021/february/20210201_voluntary-medical-male-circumcisions
https://www.who.int/news/item/05-02-2021-who-launches-free-openwho.org-training-on-rehabilitation-for-covid-19
https://www.who.int/news/item/04-02-2021-who-receives-nearly-1-200-entries-for-the-second-edition-of-health-for-all-film-festival
https://www.who.int/news/item/03-02-2021-covax-publishes-first-interim-distribution-forecast
https://www.who.int/news/item/03-02-2021-breast-cancer-now-most-common-form-of-cancer-who-taking-action
https://www.who.int/news/item/03-02-2021-michael-r.-bloomberg-and-dr-tedros-adhanom-ghebreyesus-call-for-global-focus-on-noncommunicable-diseases-to-save-lives-from-covid-19
https://www.who.int/news/item/03-02-2021-michael-r.-bloomberg-and-dr-tedros-adhanom-ghebreyesus-call-for-global-focus-on-noncommunicable-diseases-to-save-lives-from-covid-19
https://www.who.int/news/item/02-02-2021-who-public-health-research-agenda-for-managing-infodemics


   

  

Updating WHO’s global strategy for malaria 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO      
:: Rooting out female genital mutilation in Tanzania  06 February 2021  
:: Reviving hope in cancer patients  04 February 2021  
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
No new digest content identified 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
No new digest content identified 
 
WHO European Region EURO  
:: At the forefront of curtailing the pandemic 05-02-2021  
:: Redoubling public health measures needed due to COVID-19 virus variants 05-02-2021  
:: Catastrophic impact of COVID-19 on cancer care 04-02-2021  
:: WHO/Europe launches ambitious initiative seeking to reduce lives lost to cancer 04-02-2021  
:: World Cancer Day: know the facts – tobacco and alcohol both cause cancer 04-02-2021  
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: King Salman Humanitarian Aid and Relief Centre supports infection, prevention and control 
programme in Sindh Province, Pakistan   3 February 2021 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
No new digest content identified 
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2021/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 6 Feb 2021] 
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release 
Meetings and events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 6 Feb 2021] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
Latest from News Centre 
UNDP Support to Conflict-affected Countries 
   Remarks by Crisis Bureau Director Asako Okai, Management Response at the First Regular Session of 
UNDP Executive Board Evaluation session - UNDP Support to Conflict-affected Countries    

https://www.who.int/news/item/01-02-2021-updating-who-s-global-strategy-for-malaria
http://www.afro.who.int/
https://www.afro.who.int/news/rooting-out-female-genital-mutilation-tanzania
https://www.afro.who.int/news/reviving-hope-cancer-patients
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=466:2008-media-center-press-releases&Itemid=40108&lang=en
http://www.searo.who.int/
http://www.euro.who.int/
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Posted on February 3, 2021 
 
UNDP Support for Climate Change Adaptation 
   Remarks by Haoliang Xu, Management Response at the Executive Board Evaluation Session on UNDP 
Support for Climate Change Adaptation.    
Posted on February 2, 2021 
 
 
UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/ 
Meetings and events 
Online event--  9 - 12 February 2021  
United Nations Expert Group Meeting on the Impact of the Covid-19 Pandemic on 
Conducting Population and Housing Censuses and on Census Data Quality Concerns  
 
52nd session of the United Nations Statistical Commission  
The 52nd session of the United Nations Statistical Commission will be held in a scaled down virtual 
format on 1 to 3 and 5 March 2021. Additional information can be found here.  
 
 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://www.unenvironment.org/ 
03 Feb 2021 Press release  
Our global food system is the primary driver of biodiversity loss  
A new Chatham House report highlights that the global food system is the primary driver of biodiversity 
loss.  Biodiversity loss will continue to accelerate, unless we change the way we produce 
food. Further… 
 
03 Feb 2021 Press release  
UNEP, Tata Power and Central Railway launch electric vehicle charging points at Mumbai 
railway stations 
Mumbai, 03 February 2021 - Central Railway, Mumbai, in association with the UN Environment 
Programme (UNEP) and Tata Power have announced the launch of their novel green initiative for 
promoting e-mobility in… 
 
02 Feb 2021 Press release  
Latin American, Caribbean ministers commit to build back better and greener 
Bridgetown, Barbados, February 2, 2021 - The Ministers of the Environment of Latin America and the 
Caribbean today signed the Bridgetown Declaration, in which they called for the integration of 
environmental issues… 
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02 Feb 2021 Press release  
Latin America and the Caribbean region launches 10-year Action Plan to restore 
ecosystems 
Bridgetown, Barbados, 2 February 2020 – Latin America and the Caribbean today adopted regional 
plan containing 10 actions to promote the recovery of terrestrial, marine and coastal ecosystems in the 
next decade.… 
 
02 Feb 2021 Press release  
New sanitation and wastewater management benchmark tool highlights opportunities to 
boost health and economic growth in Africa 
Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire, 2 February 2021 — The African Development Bank, the UN Environment 
Programme (UNEP) and GRID-Arendal have released the inaugural Sanitation and Wastewater Atlas of 
Africa, a tool to… 
 
01 Feb 2021 Press release  
Circular Economy Coalition launched for Latin America and the Caribbean 
Bridgetown, Barbados, 1 February, 2021 - A new initiative to support Latin America and the Caribbean 
in the transition to a circular economy as part of the COVID-19 recovery was launched today. The 
Regional… 
 
 
UNDRR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://www.undrr.org/ 
Latest news 
4 February 2021  
Disaster displacement is great humanitarian challenge of 21st century  
Commemoration of the adoption of the Sendai Framework, Paris Agreement and the Nansen Initiative 
in 2015  
 
 
UN DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/  
News 
05 Feb 2021 | DESA 
Leaving no one behind means leaving no one offline 
As the world grapples with the COVID-19 pandemic, it is witnessing first-hand how digital 
technologies help to confront the threat... 
 
03 Feb 2021 | DESA 
‘Make peace with nature’, UN chief urges at Ocean Decade launch 
January marked the beginning of what many within the UN and beyond view as “the most critical 
decade of our lives”... 
 
02 Feb 2021 | DESA 
Enhance resilience to recover inclusively, says new report 
The Great Disruption caused by the COVID-19 pandemic has turned the global economy upside down... 
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UNESCO  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
http://en.unesco.org/news 
Selected Latest News  
International Day of Women and Girls in Science: Addressing and Transforming the Gender 
Gap 
02/4/2021  
 
UNESCO Launches the findings of the Artificial Intelligence Needs Assessment Survey in 
Africa 
02/4/2021  
   Artificial Intelligence (AI) applications continue to expand opportunities for humankind’s progress and 
to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals. UNESCO is working to harness these opportunities in its 
fields of competence and has been leading reflections around pressing concerns related to AI’s rapid 
development, from a Human Rights and ethics perspective. These range from AI’s role in the futures of 
education to the omnipresent challenges of disinformation and hate speech online. 
 
 
International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS)  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://www.icomos.org/en/ 
Announcements 
Release of the new Heritage at risk report  
ICOMOS Germany continues its remarkable work of monitoring endangered cultural heritage around 
the world. As former ICOMOS President Toshiyuki Kono pointed out at the opening of this report, "over 
the past 20 years, this series of publications has presented many heritage sites facing various 
difficulties, and has drawn the attention of a wider public to the risks caused by different types of 
natural disasters, destructive human activities and excessive economic development". 
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
 
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp 
Press Releases 
Share of Children Among Trafficking Victims Increases, Boys Five Times; COVID-19 Seen 
Worsening Overall Trend in Human Trafficking, Says UNODC Report 
02/02/2021 
    The share of children among detected trafficking victims has tripled while the share of boys has 
increased five times in the past 15 years. Girls are mainly trafficked for sexual exploitation, while boys 
are used for forced labour, according to the Global Report on Trafficking in Persons, launched by the 
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) today. 
 
 
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
http://unhabitat.org/ 
News & Stories 
Creating mobile/pop-up playgrounds for children in response to COVID-19 in Hanoi 
Friday 5 February, 2021  
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UN-Habitat supports Mayors Migration Council to provide COVID-19 services to urban 
refugees and migrants 
Friday 5 February, 2021  
 
EU and UN-Habitat join forces to improve the response to COVID and other crises in 
Mogadishu 
Thursday 4 February, 2021  
 
UN-Habitat’s latest podcast episode explores life in a Nairobi slum during COVID-19 
Wednesday 3 February, 2021  
 
UN-Habitat Global Public Space Programme announces planned new projects 
Tuesday 2 February, 2021  
 
 
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 6 Feb 2021] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Food Programme  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://www.wfp.org/news 
News releases 
6 February 2021  
Statement on humanitarian assistance and food and nutrition security in Ethiopia's Tigray 
Region  
   ADDIS ABABA/ROME – The World Food Programme (WFP) affirms the need for strong partnership 
between the Government of Ethiopia and the entire humanitarian community to rapidly scale up a 
collective response to meet the immediate humanitarian needs of people in Tigray.  
 
6 February 2021  
Joint UN-Government Tigray mission highlights humanitarian needs and path forward  
   ADDIS ABABA/ROME - Today, the Executive Director of the World Food Programme, David Beasley, 
the United Nations Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator in Ethiopia, Catherine Sozi, and the Federal 
Minister of Peace of the Government of Ethiopia, Muferihat Kamil, completed a joint visit to Mekelle in 
Ethiopia’s Tigray Region, aiming to highlight the need for strong partnership to rapidly scale up a 
Government-led collective response to meet the immediate humanitarian needs of people in Ethiopia’s 
Tigray Region.  
 
4 February 2021  
WFP boosts global co-operation on humanitarian drone use  
   ROME: The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) with support from the UK Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO) is stepping up global co-operation on the use of 
humanitarian drones, which are a game-changer for fast, accurate, disaster impact assessment and 
response. With growing threats from famine and climate change, it is hoped a new online platform will 
help respond to the challenges ahead, as currently being demonstrated in the response to tropical 
storm Eloise in Mozambique. 
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1 February 2021  
WFP Sudan calls for funding to support refugees from Ethiopia, thanks Japan  
   KHARTOUM – The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) is appealing for funding to provide 
food and nutrition assistance to over 60,000 refugees who crossed from Ethiopia into eastern Sudan in 
recent months. WFP welcomes a contribution of US$800,000 from Japan. 
 
 
ILO International Labour Organization  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm 
News 
EU and ILO reinforce cooperation to shape just recovery from crisis and promote decent 
work   
04 February 2021  
The International Labour Organization and the European Union have reinforced their cooperation to 
shape the future of work and promote decent work. This will help the EU and the ILO in their 
responses to the devastating impact of the coronavirus crisis on the world of work. 
 
ILO Infostory 
Peace and resilience through decent work   
04 February 2021  
The COVID-19 pandemic has added to the vulnerability of states that were already suffering from 
disaster and conflict. Even before this global health crisis, many were experiencing high rates of 
unemployment and poverty, leading to increased risk of social unrest. 
 
Video 
Quality apprenticeships to improve skills of young Burkinabé    
04 February 2021  
To remedy the skills mismatch and unemployment among young people, the project "Youth 
Employment in the Sahel Region" is implementing concrete actions linked to the key elements of the 
ILO approach to quality apprenticeships in order to improve and strengthen the national system. 
 
Voices 
A song to let children fly   
03 February 2021  
Sri Lankan music star Ridma Weerawardena talks about his hit song "Let them fly" and why he decided 
to join the fight against child labour. Read more on our new multimedia Voices platform. 
 
Press release 
Music competition launched to raise awareness of child labour   
03 February 2021  
The competition aims to harness the power of music to help combat child labour, which affects 152 
million children worldwide. 
 
UN Year: End Child Labour 2021 
AR Rahman: Let's use the power of music to fight child labour   
03 February 2021  
Music transcends all barriers. The Music Against Child Labour Initiative launches an international song 
competition this February with AR Rahman as one of the esteemed judges. 
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Video 
ILO-UNESCO-World Bank Webinar on TVET and skills development in the time COVID-19   
03 February 2021  
Held on 1 February, the webinar focused attention on the main findings of the new publication entitled 
"Skills development in the time of COVID-19: Taking stock of the initial responses in technical and 
vocational education and training" and provided a platform for stakeholders to exchange experiences 
and good practices on addressing current and future crises in the delivery of TVET. 
 
Voices 
Labour, freedom and happiness: The great driving forces of antiquity   
01 February 2021  
Rodrigo Mogrovejo works for the ILO in Mexico where he deals with contemporary labour standards. 
His hobby is the study of ancient history, where he sees great relevance to the issues he deals with 
daily at work. 
 
Skills development 
Vocational training hampered by COVID-19 pandemic   
01 February 2021  
A new report based on an inter-agency survey on technical and vocational education and training 
(TVET) highlights the challenges thrown up by the COVID-19 pandemic, as well as innovations in 
teaching and learning. 
 
 
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
http://www.icao.int/  
Latest News         
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IMO International Maritime Organization  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://www.imo.org/ 
Latest Press Briefings  
03 February 2021  
IMO welcomes Neptune Declaration on seafarers  
IMO Secretary-General Kitack Lim has welcomed the industry-led Neptune Declaration, which calls for 
seafarers to be designated as key workers and for cooperation to end the crew change crisis.  
 
 
WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UPU  Universal Postal Union   [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://www.upu.int/en/News-Media/Press/Press-Releases 
Press Releases 
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No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html 
News 
UNIDO Programme for Country Partnership countries share experiences and lessons 
learned  
   VIENNA, 2 February 2021 - The United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) has 
organized the first peer learning session on the Programme for Country Partnership (PCP) for high-level 
representatives of current PCP countries and those interested in the PCP model.  
 
 
International Organization for Standardization (ISO)  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/ 
News 
By Clare Naden on 4 February 2021  
Risk management in systems and software engineering  
Key standard has just been updated.  
   ISO/IEC/IEEE 16085, Systems and software engineering – Life cycle processes – Risk management, 
provides a universally applicable standard for practitioners responsible for managing risks associated 
with systems and software over their life cycle. It has recently been revised to align with updates of 
other related standards, as well as to include new content related to risk management challenges 
inherent to large complex systems engineering programmes and projects. The new standard provides 
information on how to design, develop, implement and continually improve risk management in a 
systems and software engineering project throughout its life cycle. 
 
By Clare Naden on 3 February 2021  
International securities identification number (ISIN)  
The standard that defines it has been updated.  
   ISO 6166, Financial services – International securities identification number (ISIN), provides a 
uniform structure for the identification of financial instruments as well as referential instruments. Since 
it was last revised in 2013, the scope of the standard has expanded to include many types of financial 
instruments, not just securities.  
 
 
UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://www.unwto.org/news 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 6 Feb 2021] 
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/ 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
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CBD  Convention on Biological Diversity [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://www.cbd.int/ 
Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
USAID [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Announcements 
Restoring USAID’s Leadership in Foreign Assistance  
February 4, 2021 
As President Biden made clear in his remarks today, it is a new day for USAID, the United States, and 
the world. 
 
 
Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office [nee DFID]  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/foreign-commonwealth-development-office 
Selected Press Releases. Announcements 
Travel advice: coronavirus (COVID-19)  
5 February 2021 — Guidance 
Guidance for British people travelling overseas during the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, if they 
are legally permitted to travel internationally. 
 
Myanmar military coup: Minister Adams’ statement, 2 February 2021  
2 February 2021 — Statement to Parliament 
Minister Nigel Adams updated the House of Commons on the UK government’s response to the 
Myanmar military coup and the unlawful imprisonment of civilians. 
 
Russia: UK responds to Navalny sentencing  
2 February 2021 — Press release 
Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab has called for the immediate release of Alexey Navalny after his 
sentencing in Moscow. 
 
UK announces sanctions against Zimbabwe security chiefs  
1 February 2021 — Press release 
UK announces first set of designations of individuals under the UK’s Zimbabwe sanctions regime for 
human rights violations. 
 
 
ECHO  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news 
Latest News 
Commissioner Lenarčič in Kabul: EU steps up humanitarian assistance with €32 million 
04/02/2021 
   Commissioner for Crisis Management, Janez Lenarčič has concluded an official visit to Kabul, 
Afghanistan, as the country tries to move beyond one of the deadliest conflicts worldwide, lasting 
decades. The visit was the first of an EU humanitarian...  
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:::::: 
 
African Union [to 6 Feb 2021] 
http://www.au.int/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of Social  
Press releases  
34th AU Summit: "no country left behind in the COVID-19 responses" 
February 06, 2021  
   The COVID-19 pandemic remains a severe health emergency that has caused great suffering and 
hardship across the African continent and globally. The African Union however is committed to ensure 
all its member states benefit are part of, and benefit from the continental efforts to prevent and 
contain the pandemic especially with the rollout of the vaccination programme. The Assembly of Heads 
of State and Government during the opening of its 34th Ordinary Session held virtually on 6 February 
2021, committed to strengthen the collective response to the crisis, marshalling resources for the 
benefit of all, and striving to ensure that no country is left behind. 
 
President Felix-Antoine Tshisekedi Tshilombo, Takes Over as the New Chairperson  
February 06, 2021  
 
The 38th Ordinary Session of the Executive Council opens 
February 03, 2021  
 
 
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
http://asean.org/category/news/asean-secretariat-news/ 
Secretariat News 
ASEAN Chairman’s Statement on The Developments in The Republic of The Union of 
Myanmar 
ASEAN Member States have been closely following the current developments in the Republic of the 
Union of Myanmar. We recall the purposes and the principles enshrined in the ASEAN Charter, 
including, the adherence to the principles of democracy, the rule of law and good governance, respect 
for and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms. [...] 
 
 
European Commission [to 6 Feb 2021] 
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1 
Statement  5 Feb 2021    
Joint Statement ahead of the International Day of Zero Tolerance for Female Genital 
Mutilation  
   
Press release  4 February 2021 
Commissioner for Crisis Management in Kabul: EU steps up humanitarian assistance with 
€32 million 
Commissioner for Crisis Management, Janez Lenarčič has concluded an official visit to Kabul, 
Afghanistan, as the country tries to move beyond one of the deadliest conflicts worldwide, lasting 
decades.. 
 

http://www.au.int/
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20210206/34th-au-summit-strives-ensure-continental-body-no-country-left-behind-covid
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20210114/amsp-opens-covid-19-vaccines-pre-orders-55-african-union-member-states
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20210206/president-felix-antoine-tshisekedi-tshilombo-takes-over-new-chairperson
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20210203/38th-ordinary-session-executive-council-opens-call-need-build-fully
http://asean.org/category/news/asean-secretariat-news/
https://asean.org/asean-chairmans-statement-developments-republic-union-myanmar/
https://asean.org/asean-chairmans-statement-developments-republic-union-myanmar/
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/statement_21_401
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/statement_21_401
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/statement_21_401
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/statement_21_401
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_362
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_362


   

  

 
OECD  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
http://www.oecd.org/  
Top Stories 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Organization of American States (OAS)   [to 6 Feb 2021] 
http://www.oas.org/en/ 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://www.oic-oci.org/  
Selected Press Releases 
OIC Welcomes ICC Decision on Scope of Court’s Territorial Jurisdiction in State of 
Palestine 
The General Secretariat of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) welcomed the ruling by the 
Pre-Trial Chamber of the International Criminal Court (ICC) that the territorial scope of the Court’s 
jurisdiction in the state of Palestine extends to the territories occupied by Israel since 1967, namely 
Gaza and the West Bank, including East al-Quds. The OIC hailed the ruling as a victory for international 
law and legitimacy.... 
07/02/2021 
 
OIC: “We Follow the Current Developments in Myanmar and Reiterate our Firm Position in 
Support of the Rohingya Muslim People”. 
The General Secretariat of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) is closely following the 
accounts on the current developments in Myanmar.... 
01/02/2021 
 
 
Group of 77  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
http://www.g77.org/ 
Latest Statements and Speeches 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by H.E. Ambassador Boubacar Diallo from the 
Permanent Mission of the Republic of Guinea to the United Nations at the virtual informal consultations 
of the General Assembly on the ECOSOC/HLPF review process (New York, 5 February 2021) 
 
:::::: 
 
UNCTAD  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://unctad.org/media-centre 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Customs Organization – WCO  [to 6 Feb 2021] 

http://www.oecd.org/
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_releases.asp
https://www.oic-oci.org/home/?lan=en
https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=25810&ref=16260&lan=en
https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=25810&ref=16260&lan=en
https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=25799&ref=16257&lan=en
https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=25799&ref=16257&lan=en
http://www.g77.org/
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=210205
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=210205
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=210205
https://unctad.org/media-centre


   

  

http://www.wcoomd.org/ 
Latest News – Selected Items 
03 February 2021  
WCO and ICAO join forces to support the cross-border movement of COVID-19 vaccines  
   …a joint statement calling for efforts to ensure safe, secure and efficient transport of COVID-19 
vaccines and associated equipment across borders. 
   “Through digitalization and flexibility of the export, transit and import processes in air cargo 
operations, including robust risk management mechanisms, our two organizations seek to significantly 
increase the speed at which vaccines can be delivered to the end user, whilst minimizing the risk of 
distribution of unsafe and counterfeited medical products”, the two leaders indicated in the joint 
statement. 
   The WCO and ICAO Secretariats are collaborating with each other, as well as with the involved 
stakeholders to develop and execute needed plans intended to facilitate safe, secure, and efficient 
vaccine delivery… 
 
 
WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 6 Feb 2021] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
WTO News and Events 
WTO DDGs call for heightened cooperation on vaccine availability 
1 February 2021 
The WTO’s four Deputy Directors-General — Yonov Frederick Agah, Karl Brauner, Alan Wolff and Yi 
Xiaozhun — urged members on 1 February to step up cooperation in order to ensure worldwide access 
to vaccines to fight the COVID-19 pandemic. They issued the following statement: 
 
The pandemic is a global problem. This challenge calls for heightened international cooperation, 
including ensuring the global availability of vaccines. Recalling the joint statement by the Directors-
General of the WHO and WTO on 20 April 2020, we call upon Members to work together towards 
making vaccines available to all. Moreover, the war against the pandemic can only be won when 
universal coverage in vaccination is achieved.” 
 
The 20 April 2020 joint statement from the WHO and WTO Directors-General is available here. 
 
The WTO maintains a dedicated page on the website to provide up-to-the minute trade-related 
information with regards to COVID-19, including relevant notifications from WTO members, the impact 
the virus has had on exports and imports, and how WTO activities have been affected by the 
pandemic. 

:::::: 

IPU  Inter-Parliamentary Union   [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases 
Press releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Court of Justice  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases 

http://www.wcoomd.org/
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/media/newsroom/2021/february/wco-and-icao-join-forces-to-support-the-cross-border-movement-of-covid-19-vaccines.aspx
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news21_e/ddgra_01feb21_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news20_e/igo_14apr20_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/covid19_e/covid19_e.htm
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases


   

  

Latest Press Releases   
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Criminal Court (ICC)  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
Trying individuals for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/ 
News 
ICC Pre-Trial Chamber I issues its decision on the Prosecutor’s request related to 
territorial jurisdiction over Palestine 
Press Release  4 February 2021 
Today, 5 February 2021, Pre-Trial Chamber I of the International Criminal Court ("ICC" or "Court") 
decided, by majority, that the Court's territorial jurisdiction in the Situation in Palestine, a State party to 
the ICC Rome Statute, extends to the territories occupied by Israel since 1967, namely Gaza and the 
West Bank, including East Jerusalem… 
 
Dominic Ongwen declared guilty of war crimes and crimes against humanity committed in 
Uganda 
Press Release  3 February 2021 
 
Statement of the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court, Fatou Bensouda, 
following the conviction of Mr Dominic Ongwen: “Today was an important milestone in the 
journey to bring justice to the people of Uganda.” 
Statement 
3 February 2021  Office of the Prosecutor 
[Excerpt] 
Earlier today, the Judges of the International Criminal Court ("ICC" or "the Court") found Dominic 
Ongwen guilty beyond reasonable doubt of an overwhelming majority of the charges brought by the 
Prosecution of war crimes and crimes against humanity at the time he was a senior leader of the so-
called Lord's Resistance Army (''LRA'') in Uganda.  
 
The trial aims to establish the truth through the trier of fact. This is equally important for the memory 
of those who perished from the horrors they endured as much as for those who survived them.  
Today, the truth was established through this important judgment and justice was served. Through the 
Court's crucial work, today, an important message was sent globally that perpetrators of atrocities must 
be and will be held accountable. 
 
As this case has clearly demonstrated, the brutal and terrifying campaigns of attacks on the civilian 
population, sexual slavery, forced marriage and forced pregnancy, murder, mutilation, torture, 
pillaging, abduction and other atrocities by the LRA with Mr Ongwen as one of its senior leaders, had 
horrific consequences for the civilian population in Uganda, including for women and children.  
 
Today, my first thoughts are with the victims of the heinous crimes we witnessed in this case. The 
harrowing accounts of the victims were finally recognised through this verdict. I want to seize this 
important moment to express my solidarity with the victims and affected communities of Ongwen's 
crimes in Uganda, and profound gratitude to the victims and the 116 witnesses who collaborated with 
my Office in this case. I am grateful for their resilience, courage and commitment to the cause of 
justice. They are most deserving of our praise and admiration. 

https://www.icc-cpi.int/
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=pr1566
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=pr1566
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=pr1564
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=pr1564
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=pr1565
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=pr1565
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=pr1565


   

  

 
Today's guilty verdict of more than 60 counts included important convictions on the basis of sexual and 
gender-based crimes and crimes against children, including for the first time, the crime of forced 
marriage and forced pregnancy. This is yet another concrete expression of my Office's declared policy 
in action to address these serious underreported crimes… 
 
:::::: 
  
World Bank [to 6 Feb 2021] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
Selected News, Announcements 
COVID 19: Debt Service Suspension Initiative 
   In the interest of greater transparency, this webpage offers a country-by-country accounting of DSSI 
participants and the amounts they owe to creditors, based on information from the World Bank’s 
International...  
Date: February 04, 2021 Type: Brief  
 
Germany contributes €10 Million to WB Trust Fund for Disease Preparedness in Developing 
Countries 
   WASHINGTON, February 2, 2021 —Germany is contributing 10 million euros (about US$12.1 million) 
to the Health Emergency Preparedness and Response Trust Fund Program (HEPR Program), 
established last year...  
Date: February 02, 2021 Type: Press Release  
 
 
IMF  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article 
News, Announcements 
February 6, 2021 
Global Economic Outlook and Policy Priorities  
Keynote address by Deputy Managing Director Antoinette M. Sayeh on global economic outlook and 
policy priorities at the 2021 Warwick Economics Summit 
[Excerpt] 
… Which is why our immediate priority, must be to bring the health crisis under control. The 
international community must act swiftly to ensure access to vaccines and medical treatments also for 
low- and middle-income economies. This will require ramping up production, bolstering funding for the 
COVAX facility and the logistics of vaccine delivery. The health and economic arguments for this are 
overwhelming. We estimate that faster vaccinations would raise global income cumulatively by $9 
trillion over 2020-2025, with benefits for all countries.  
 
As we look toward recovery, we must consider the potential of lasting scars imposed by the 
pandemic—such scars could emanate from interrupted schooling, dislocated workers, idled skills, 
investments on hold, and new technology on standby. Given the gravity of this crisis, our second 
priority must be to maintain economic lifelines and policy support in countries where the 
virus is surging. This will help protect households and prevent bankruptcies of otherwise viable firms, 
enabling a faster rebound once constraints are lifted. 
 

http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all
http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/debt/brief/covid-19-debt-service-suspension-initiative
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2021/02/02/germany-contributes-10-million-to-wb-trust-fund-for-disease-preparedness-in-developing-countries
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2021/02/02/germany-contributes-10-million-to-wb-trust-fund-for-disease-preparedness-in-developing-countries
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article
https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2021/02/06/sp020621-dmd-sayeh-keynote-warwick-economics-summit


   

  

In countries where fiscal space is limited, spending should be prioritized for health and transfers to the 
poor. And only when infections are durably declining and economic activity is normalizing, should 
countries begin to gradually roll back these lifelines—while still cushioning the impact on the most 
vulnerable. 
 
Advanced economies with more fiscal space are, of course, expected to recover faster; but, around half 
of all emerging markets and developing economies—who were previously converging with advanced 
economies in per capita income—are now expected to diverge. Which is why, our third priority must 
be to reverse this dangerous divergence between rich and poor countries. To do that, we 
must come together to help poor countries by providing grants, highly concessional loans, and debt 
relief—including in some cases, to address unsustainable sovereign debt that may come up in the 
period ahead. 
 
As we take these steps to navigate our way out of this unprecedented crisis, we also have a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity. An opportunity to put in place policies that not only strengthen our recovery in the 
short-term but ensure that we build a solid foundation for a more sustainable, inclusive economy in the 
years ahead. Simply returning to the low-growth and high-inequality economy of the past is no longer 
an option. 
 
Which is why, the IMF is calling for a synchronized investment in green and digital 
infrastructure, as the pandemic starts to come under control.’’… 
 
February 3, 2021 
Cooperation Critical to Reducing Divergent Paths to Recovery in Middle East and Central 
Asia  
 
February 3, 2021 
COVID’s Long Shadow: Social Repercussions of Pandemics – IMF Blog  
 
 
African Development Bank Group  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://www.afdb.org/en 
Press Releases 
The African Development Bank and WHO cut sod for Public Health Emergency Operations 
Center building in Juba, South Sudan 
   05-Feb-2021 - The African Development Bank is financing the construction of the second phase of 
the Public Health Emergency Operations Center (PHEOC) in Juba, South Sudan. The groundbreaking 
ceremony, held on Thursday, was presided over by Elizabeth Acuei Yol, South Sudan Minister of 
Health, in the presence of the African Development Bank Country Manager for South Sudan, the Head 
of Cooperation in the Embassy of Japan, Nobuhiro Kikuchi, various Ministry of Health officials, WHO 
South Sudan staff and the media. 
 
New sanitation and wastewater management benchmark tool highlights opportunities to 
boost health and economic growth in Africa 
   02-Feb-2021 - The African Development Bank, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) and GRID-
Arendal have released the inaugural Sanitation and Wastewater Atlas of Africa, a tool to benchmark 
and propel Africa’s progress towards Sustainable Development Goals on safe sanitation and wastewater 
management. The Atlas aims to help policymakers accelerate change and investment in the sector.   

https://blogs.imf.org/2021/02/04/cooperation-critical-to-reducing-divergent-paths-to-recovery-in-middle-east-and-central-asia/
https://blogs.imf.org/2021/02/04/cooperation-critical-to-reducing-divergent-paths-to-recovery-in-middle-east-and-central-asia/
https://blogs.imf.org/2021/02/03/covids-long-shadow-social-repercussions-of-pandemics/
https://www.afdb.org/en
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/african-development-bank-and-who-cut-sod-public-health-emergency-operations-center-building-juba-south-sudan-40711
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/african-development-bank-and-who-cut-sod-public-health-emergency-operations-center-building-juba-south-sudan-40711
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/new-sanitation-and-wastewater-management-benchmark-tool-highlights-opportunities-boost-health-and-economic-growth-africa-40649
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/new-sanitation-and-wastewater-management-benchmark-tool-highlights-opportunities-boost-health-and-economic-growth-africa-40649


   

  

 
 
Asian Development Bank  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
http://www.adb.org/news/releases 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-
level announcements are added each week] 
2 Feb 2021 
ADB, Japan to Strengthen Cooperation on Clean Energy in ASEAN Region 
The Asian Development Bank and Japan’s Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry have signed a 
memorandum of cooperation to enhance their joint efforts to promote clean energy in Southeast Asia. 
 
1 Feb 2021 
ADB Provides $25 Million to Help Philippines Procure COVID-19 Vaccines  
   The Asian Development Bank has allocated $25 million to help the Philippine government purchase 
vaccines for the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) in 2021. 
 
 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank   [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-
level announcements are added each week] 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news 
News 
03 FEB  
UN rural development agency IFAD to open Japan office to boost global hunger eradication 
efforts  
 
02 FEB  
Indigenous Peoples are critical to build a more sustainable post-pandemic world, says 
IFAD President  
 
 
Islamic Development Bank  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://www.isdb.org/ 
News 
The Global Muslim Philanthropy Fund for Children approves US$ 12 million in new grants 
to support children in Bangladesh, Jordan and Pakistan 
   Jeddah-Riyadh/Dubai/New York, 1 February 2021 - The leaders of the Islamic Development Bank, 
UNICEF, King Salman Centre for Humanitarian Aid and Relief (KSrelief), and the Abdul Aziz Al Ghurair 
Refugee Education Fund met virtually today to formally approve the first batch of projects funded by 
the Global Muslim Philanthropy Fund for Children (GMPFC), which was launched at the UN General 
Assembly in September 2019… 
 

http://www.adb.org/news/releases
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-japan-strengthen-cooperation-clean-energy-asean-region
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-japan-strengthen-cooperation-clean-energy-asean-region
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-provides-25-million-help-philippines-procure-covid-19-vaccines
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-provides-25-million-help-philippines-procure-covid-19-vaccines
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/42433304
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/42433304
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/42431985
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/42431985
https://www.isdb.org/
https://www.isdb.org/news/the-global-muslim-philanthropy-fund-for-children-approves-us-12-million-in-new-grants-to-support-children-in-bangladesh-jordan-and-pakistan
https://www.isdb.org/news/the-global-muslim-philanthropy-fund-for-children-approves-us-12-million-in-new-grants-to-support-children-in-bangladesh-jordan-and-pakistan


   

  

 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 
 

:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
   We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new research and 
major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, collaborations, and initiatives 
across the human rights, humanitarian response and development spheres of action.  WE will not 
reference fundraising announcements, programs, events or appeals, and generally not include content 
which is primarily photo-documentation or video in format. 
 
 
Action Contre la Faim – Action Against Hunger  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org 
Communiqués de presse  
Burkina Faso 
Plus d’1 million de personnes déplacées par les violences 
Posté le 3 février 2021  
   En 2020, alors qu’une pandémie mondiale contraignait un grand nombre de personnes à se confiner 
chez elles, d’autres étaient contraintes de tout quitter pour fuir. Au Burkina Faso, le nombre de 
déplacés internes a doublé en l’espace d’un an, pour atteindre aujourd’hui la somme astronomique de 
plus d’1 million de déplacés.  
 
 
Alliance for International Medical Action (ALIMA)  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://www.alima-ngo.org/en/press-room 
PRESS RELEASES 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://newsroom.amref.org/category/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases     
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Aravind Eye Care System  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://aravind.org/ 
Aravind News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Blue Shield International  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://theblueshield.org/category/bsi-news/ 
BSI News 
01 Feb 2021 
BSI: A Year in Review 

http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/
https://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/a-la-une/plus-1-million-de-personnes-deplacees-par-les-violences/
https://www.alima-ngo.org/en/press-room
http://amref.org/news/news/
https://newsroom.amref.org/category/press-releases/
https://aravind.org/
https://theblueshield.org/category/bsi-news/
https://theblueshield.org/bsi-a-year-in-review/


   

  

   BSI: Looking back over 2020 and forward to this year’s 25th anniversary For Blue Shield International 
(BSI), 2020 was a hugely challenging year, as indeed it was for the whole world. But, despite having to 
work largely online rather than face to face, most of Blue Shield’s projects went ahead, and much was 
achieved. Photo: [...] 
 
 
BRAC  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
http://www.brac.net/#news 
Latest  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clubhouse International  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html 
News/Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://drc.ngo/ 
Press Releases 
Sudan 
Refugees from Tigray are in need of assistance after arriving to Sudan 
4. February 2021 
 
Myanmar 
Statement on Myanmar 
1. February 2021 
DRC Myanmar: Humanitarian activities affected as military seizes power. 
 
 
ECPAT  [to 6 Feb 2021]  
http://www.ecpat.net/news 
News from ECPAT 
The European Parliament’s inaction is putting children in danger now! 
01/02/2021 
 
 
Fountain House  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/  
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
GE2P2 Global  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
A foundation/501[c]3 and a public benefit corporation focused on advancing ethical and scientific rigor 
in research and evidence generation – informing governance, policy and practice 
www.ge2p2.org 

http://www.brac.net/#news
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html
https://drc.ngo/
https://drc.ngo/about-us/for-the-media/press-releases/2021/2/refugees-from-tigray-are-in-need-of-assistance-after-arriving-to-sudan/
https://drc.ngo/about-us/for-the-media/press-releases/2021/2/statement-on-myanmar/
http://www.ecpat.net/news
https://www.ecpat.org/news/the-european-parliaments-inaction-is-putting-children-in-danger-now/
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press
about:blank
about:blank
http://www.ge2p2.org/


   

  

News/Analysis/Statements/Webinars 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Humanity & Inclusion  [nee Handicap International]  [to 6 Feb 2021]  
https://hi.org/en/index 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Heifer International  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://www.heifer.org/ 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HelpAge International  [to 6 Feb 2021]  
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/ 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
No new digest content identified. 

 
 
ICRC  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports       
Beirut blast: ICRC response, until December 2020 
   The explosion, which shook Beirut on August 4th, left over 200 people dead and over 6000 injured. 
04-02-2021 | Report 
 
 
IFRC   [to 6 Feb 2021] 
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
COVID-19: Warning of “deadly consequences” of vaccine inequality, IFRC launches plan to 
help vaccinate 500 million people 
   Geneva, 4 February 2021 – The overwhelming majority of COVID-19 vaccine doses administered so 
far have been delivered in high-income countries, according to analysis by the International Federation 
of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC). Nearly … 
[See COVID above for detail] 
 
Lebanon, Middle East and North Africa 
Six months after Beirut Blast: Deteriorating humanitarian situation needs global solidarity 
   The Lebanese Red Cross (LRC) and the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies (IFRC) appeal for continued global solidarity with the Lebanese people who are suffering from 
a multi-layered humanitarian crisis. Six months after th … 
4 February 2021 
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http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/
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https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/covid-19-warning-deadly-consequences-vaccine-inequality-ifrc-launches-plan-help-vaccinate-500-million-people/
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/covid-19-warning-deadly-consequences-vaccine-inequality-ifrc-launches-plan-help-vaccinate-500-million-people/
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International Medical Corps (IMC)   [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/ 
Updates / Alerts 
We Are Helping People Affected by the Fighting in Ethiopia 
January 29, 2021  
   Tigray, the northernmost region of Ethiopia, is at the center of a conflict that began early in 
November 2020, when the Tigray People’s Liberation Front (TPLF) allegedly attacked a regional 
command post of the Ethiopian National Defense Force (ENDF). The violence was a result of long-
simmering struggles between the semi-autonomous region and the national government …  
  
 
IRC  International Rescue Committee  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 
Media highlights [Selected] 
Press Release  
IRC’s David Miliband responds to decision to remove Ansar Allah in Yemen from the U.S. 
government’s list of foreign terrorist organizations 
February 5, 2021  
 
Press Release  
IRC applauds Biden’s Refugee Admissions Executive Order, helping restore America’s 
global humanitarian leadership 
February 4, 2021  
 
Press Release  
IRC's David Miliband responds to end of US support for offensive operations in Yemen 
February 4, 2021  
 
Press Release  
Beirut 6 months on: IRC statement 
February 4, 2021  
 
Press Release  
With new suite of immigration Executive Orders, Biden is restoring humanity and 
competence to America’s asylum system 
February 2, 2021  
 
 
IRCT  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://irct.org/ 
Latest News 
News   04 Feb 2021  
Introducing our new Advocacy Associate, Rhona Goodarzi  
 
News 01 Feb 2021  
IRCT, PRAWA & the National Human Rights Commission of Nigeria: reparations for victims 
and effective investigation and documentation  
 

https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/
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Islamic Relief Worldwide  [to 6 Feb 2021]  
https://www.islamic-relief.org/ 
Latest News  
Food supplies running out as thousands flee conflict in Mali 
Published: 4 February, 2021  
Press Releases  
 
 
Landsea   [to 6 Feb 2021] 
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Medecins du Monde   [to 6 Feb 2021]  
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/ 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Mercy Corps [to 6 Feb 2021] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
News Releases & Alerts  
February 05, 2021  
Statement on the U.S. Ending Support for the War in Yemen 
   The Biden Administration has announced an end to its support for offensive operations in Yemen, 
citing the tragic human...  
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 6 Feb 2021]  
http://www.msf.org/ 
Latest [Selected Announcements] 
Non-communicable diseases  
No fridge, no problem, to store insulin for people with diabetes  
Project Update 5 Feb 2021    
 
Cameroon  
Healthcare in the community, by the community in Cameroon  
Project Update 4 Feb 2021  
 
Cameroon  
Doctors Without Borders ambulance fired on in South-West Cameroon  
Statement 4 Feb 2021  
 
Access to medicines  
MSF urges wealthy countries not to block COVID-19 patent waiver  
Press Release 3 Feb 2021  
 

https://www.islamic-relief.org/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/food-supplies-running-out-as-thousands-flee-conflict-in-mali/
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https://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/US-Yemen-Statement
http://www.msf.org/
https://www.msf.org/heat-stable-insulin-gamechanger-people-diabetes
https://www.msf.org/community-based-healthcare-lifeline-displaced-people-cameroon
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https://www.msf.org/msf-ambulance-fired-south-west-cameroon
https://www.msf.org/msf-urges-wealthy-countries-not-block-covid-19-patent-waiver


   

  

Coronavirus COVID-19 pandemic  
Ravaged by new strain, southern Africa must get COVID-19 vaccines  
Press Release 3 Feb 2021  
:: An infectious new strain of COVID-19 is spreading quickly through southern African countries, 
leaving health systems struggling to cope. 
:: Cases in Mozambique, Eswatini and Malawi are currently at levels exponentially higher than during 
the first wave of the pandemic. 
:: With no COVID-19 vaccines yet available in these countries – partly due to hoarding from wealthy 
ones – frontline healthcare workers are exposed and are getting sick. 
:: MSF is urging wealthy country governments and pharma companies to prioritise vaccines for the 
healthcare staff in these and other lower-income countries. 
 
Ethiopia  
Ethiopia: “If seriously ill people can’t get to hospital, you can imagine the consequences”  
Voices from the Field 1 Feb 2021  
 
 
Operation Smile  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office 
Program Schedule 
Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve every 
opportunity for safe surgical care.  
 
  
OXFAM [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://www.oxfam.org/en/ 
Selected News/Announcements    
Monopolies causing “artificial rationing” in COVID-19 crisis as 3 biggest global vaccine 
giants sit on sidelines 
5 February 2021 
   The supply of safe and effective vaccines for all is being artificially rationed because of the protection 
of exclusive rights and monopolies of pharmaceutical corporations, the People’s Vaccine Alliance said 
today.  
   The alliance warned that the three biggest vaccine companies in the world are largely sitting on the 
sidelines - they currently plan to produce enough COVID-19 vaccines for only 1.5 per cent of the global 
population in 2021. A number of other large manufacturers are not yet producing any of the 
successful, proven COVID-19 vaccines… 
 
NGOs win historic victory against French State for failing to tackle climate change 
3 February 2021 
   A landmark ruling today has found the French State at fault for failing to take enough action to tackle 
the climate crisis. The decision by the French court will serve as a warning to other governments to do 
more to reduce carbon emissions in line with their public commitments, said Oxfam France, a plaintiff 
in the case. 
   
Climate-fuelled Cyclone Eloise compounded by Covid-19 leaves over 260K in urgent 
humanitarian need – Oxfam  
1 February 2021 

https://www.msf.org/msf-urges-immediate-delivery-covid-19-vaccines-southern-africa
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   Cyclone Eloise, which recently hit Sofala province central Mozambique, compounded by covid-19 and 
the economic fallout from previous climate-fuelled disasters, has crippled people's ability to recover, 
and left over 260 thousand people in desperate need of humanitarian aid, said Oxfam. 
 
 
Norwegian Refugee Council   [to 6 Feb 2021] 
http://www.nrc.no/ 
Latest news  
Yemen | 06. Feb 2021  
Statement: Reacting to reports that the US Government intends to revoke the designation 
of Ansar Allah as a terrorist organisation 
Reacting to reports that the US Government intends to revoke the designation of Ansar Allah as a 
terrorist organisation, Yemen Country Director for the Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC), Mohamed 
Abdi, said:  
 
Lebanon | 05. Feb 2021  
Beirut: Securing property and coordination 
After the devastating Beirut explosion last year, the population continues to face a number of crises. 
Since the blast, NORCAP experts have been working to coordinate humanitarian efforts and securing 
housing land and property rights during a tumultuous time.  
 
Myanmar | 04. Feb 2021  
Myanmar’s political crisis could spell humanitarian disaster if aid groups are restricted 
Following the political crisis in Myanmar on 1 February, aid organisations are concerned about the 
impact on the humanitarian situation and relief operations in the country.  
 
Ethiopia | 01. Feb 2021  
Statement by Secretary General Jan Egeland: Aid still not reaching Tigray 
Twelve weeks since the start of conflict in Ethiopia’s Tigray region, meaningful humanitarian operations 
have still not begun. Aid organisations are unable to reach the Central and Western parts of the region, 
and two refugee camps are completely inaccessible.  
 
Somalia | 01. Feb 2021  
Statement on the killing of NRC staff member in Mogadishu, Somalia 
The Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) deeply regrets to confirm that we lost one of our colleagues in 
NRC Somalia during yesterday’s indiscriminate attacks in Mogadishu.  
 
 
Pact  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
http://www.pactworld.org/  
Latest News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Partners In Health  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://www.pih.org/news 
News   
University Hospital Resident Finds Calling in Oncology, Leads Department  

http://www.nrc.no/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2021/february/reacting-to-reports-that-the-us-government-intends-to-revoke-the-designation-of-ansar-allah/
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https://www.nrc.no/expert-deployment/2016/2021/6-months-since-beirut-explotion/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2021/february/statement-myanmars-political-crisis-could-spell-humanitarian-disaster-if-aid-groups-are-restricted/
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https://www.pih.org/news
https://www.pih.org/article/university-hospital-resident-finds-calling-oncology-leads-department


   

  

Unlike many physicians, Dr. Joarly Lormil did not have a desire to become a doctor from a young age. 
In fact, he thought he would study engineering or economics because of his exceptional talents in 
math and physics. During university, he took some time to think about what he wanted to do, and he 
landed on medicine.  
February 4, 2021  
 
Delivering Breast Cancer Care In Peru 
Since August, the ALMA program has provided breast cancer screenings, treatment, and care to 700 
women in Carabayllo, Peru, using an innovative chatbot app to connect patients with care.  
February 3, 2021  
 
Why Housing Is Essential To The COVID-19 Response 
Housing is essential for health. For more than 30 years, PIH has connected patients around the world 
with housing support. That work reflects PIH’s core belief that medical care alone is insufficient; 
patients must also have access to social support to sustain their health.  
February 3, 2021  
 
 
PATH  [to 6 Feb 2021]  
https://www.path.org/media-center/  
Press Release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Plan International/BORNEfonden  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Save The Children [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://www.savethechildren.net/news 
News 
5 February 2021 - Myanmar 
Save the Children - Deeply concerned about the situation of children in Myanmar after 
recent events 
 
4 February 2021 - United States, Yemen 
An End to U.S. Participation in the War in Yemen: “A Critical Step to Saving Children’s 
Lives” 
 
4 February 2021 - Somalia 
840,000 children going hungry as Somalia declares state of emergency over locust 
invasion  
 
3 February 2021 - occupied Palestinian territory 
Number of displaced Palestinian children at a four-year high as demolitions in West Bank 
continue  
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https://www.savethechildren.net/news/number-displaced-palestinian-children-four-year-high-demolitions-west-bank-continue
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2 February 2021 - Syria 
SYRIA: THOUSANDS OF CHILDREN PUSHED OUT OF EDUCATION AFTER 119 SCHOOLS ARE 
FLOODED 
 
1 February 2021 - Syria 
Repatriation of foreign children in Syria slowed by COVID-19, as new footage emerges of 
life in camps 
 
 
Tostan  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
http://www.tostan.org 
News/Events 
Tostan Welcomes its New Chief of Programs: Eva Kouka 
Feb 5, 2021 
 
 
Women for Women International [to 6 Feb 2021]  
https://www.womenforwomen.org/blogs 
Blogs & Updates 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Vision  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
http://wvi.org/ 
Newsroom  
World Vision, church partners to implement child well-being project in Lae settlements  
February 4th 2021  
 
 Six months after the Beirut blast over half a million children at risk of child marriage,...  
February 4th 2021  
 
Less than 1% of international aid money is used to end violence against children, 
accordin...  
February 3rd 2021  
 
:::::: 
 
Electronic Frontiers Foundation   [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://www.eff.org/updates?type=press_release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
  
Freedom House [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://freedomhouse.org/ 
Latest Updates  
New Report: Transnational Repression Is a Growing Threat to Global Democracy  
Press release   February 4, 2021   
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Uganda: Suspension of Democratic Governance Facility Highlights Growing Concerns  
Press release   February 4, 2021   
 
Russia: Freedom House Condemns Imprisonment of Navalny; Crackdown on Peaceful 
Protesters and Journalists  
Press release   February 2, 2021 
 
 
Human Rights Watch  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://www.hrw.org/ 
Featured Commentary, Announcements, Statements 
February 7, 2021  
Central African Republic: First Anti-Balaka Trial at ICC  
   The trial of two anti-balaka leaders opening on February 9, 2021 will be the first before the 
International Criminal Court (ICC) for serious crimes committed in the conflict in the Central African 
Republic since 2012. 
   
February 5, 2021  News Release   
Myanmar: End Crackdown on Media, Communications  
   
February 5, 2021  News Release  
Russia: Social Media Pressured to Censor Posts  
 
US Foreign Policy   February 5, 2021 
Commentary  
A Human Rights Review of Biden's Foreign Policy Speech  
 
 
Transparency International  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases 
Press 
Russian authorities must respect rule of law and rights of citizens 
Transparency International calls upon the Russian authorities to respect the principles of justice and 
rule of law, and foster dialogue with citizens who have been peacefully protesting the arrest…  
04 February 2021  
 
African Union Summit is an opportunity to make good on anti-corruption convention 
commitments 
Berlin, 2 February 2021 – African leaders meeting this week at the African Union Summit must 
redouble their efforts to tackle the root causes and enabling factors of corruption, Transparency…  
02 February 2021  
 
Harassment of human rights groups in Kazakhstan must stop immediately 
Transparency International calls on the government of Kazakhstan to uphold the rule of law and 
immediately cease harassing independent civil society groups working on election integrity, human 
rights…  
01 February 2021  
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:::::  
 
ChildFund Alliance  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://childfundalliance.org/ 
News/ Statements 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
CONCORD  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
http://concordeurope.org/  
Latest News and Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
The Elders  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://theelders.org/news-insight 
Selected Press Releases and Major Announcements 
Guest Blog 
Fronteras cerradas e injusticia en la vacunación: COVID-19 y la migración en América 
Latina  
4 February 2021  
Mauricio Viloria y Diana Ortiz Viloria, de MECoPA, hablan sobre la necesidad de reconocer el camino en 
el que las restricciones impuestas a la migración forzada aumentan los riesgos en la salud pública. 
 
Guest Blog 
Closed borders and vaccine injustice: COVID-19 and migration in Latin America  
4 February 2021  
Mauricio Viloria and Diana Ortiz Viloria of MECoPa write about the need to recognise the ways in which 
restrictions on forced migration amplify risks to public health. 
 
News 
From conflict to climate change: collective efforts are needed to overcome the challenges 
we face  
03 Feb 2021 
COVID-19 affected every aspect of our lives in 2020, and how we respond to it as a global community 
has important implications for our approach to other shared, existential threats including climate 
change and nuclear weapons. 
 
Statement 
The Elders call on President Biden to reverse the designation of Cuba as a state sponsor of 
terrorism  
02 Feb 2021 
The Elders today called on President Biden to take immediate steps to reverse the decision, taken by 
the former Trump Administration on 11 January, to redesignate Cuba as a state sponsor of terrorism. 
 
Statement 
The Elders condemn military coup d’état in Myanmar  
01 Feb 2021 

https://childfundalliance.org/
http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/
https://theelders.org/news-insight
https://theelders.org/news/fronteras-cerradas-e-injusticia-en-la-vacunaci-n-covid-19-y-la-migraci-n-en-am-rica-latina
https://theelders.org/news/fronteras-cerradas-e-injusticia-en-la-vacunaci-n-covid-19-y-la-migraci-n-en-am-rica-latina
https://theelders.org/news/closed-borders-and-vaccine-injustice-covid-19-and-migration-latin-america
https://theelders.org/news/conflict-climate-change-collective-efforts-are-needed-overcome-challenges-we-face
https://theelders.org/news/conflict-climate-change-collective-efforts-are-needed-overcome-challenges-we-face
https://theelders.org/news/elders-call-president-biden-reverse-designation-cuba-state-sponsor-terrorism
https://theelders.org/news/elders-call-president-biden-reverse-designation-cuba-state-sponsor-terrorism
https://theelders.org/news/elders-condemn-military-coup-d-etat-myanmar


   

  

The Elders today condemned the coup d’état by the military in Myanmar and called on the international 
community to exert pressure for an immediate return to civilian rule. 
 
 
Evidence Aid   [to 6 Feb 2021] 
Evidence Aid aims to save lives and livelihoods in disasters by providing decision-makers with the best 
available evidence and by championing its use. 
http://www.evidenceaid.org/ 
New Resources  
Lung imaging features of COVID‐19 in children (search up to 11 July 2020)  Added February 

6, 2021 
 
Pharmacological treatments for COVID-19 patients (research up to July 2020)A  dded 

February 6, 2021 
 
Tuberculosis and COVID-19 (search done on 12 May 2020)  Added February 6, 2021 
 
Targeted client communication using mobile devices may improve maternal and child 
health  Added February 6, 2021 
 
SARS-CoV-2 positivity can remain after recovery from COVID-19 (research from before 22 
July 2020)  Added February 6, 2021 
 
Cellular therapy for COVID-19: ongoing research in mid 2020 (search done on 23 April 
2020)  Added February 6, 2021 
 
Nurses’ experiences in acute care hospitals during a pandemic: qualitative evidence 
synthesis  Added February 3, 2021 
 
Rehabilitation and COVID-19 (search up to 31 August 2020)  Added February 3, 2021 
 
Cardiovascular conditions and COVID-19 (multiple reviews)  Added February 2, 2021 
 
Biomarkers and COVID-19 (multiple reviews)  Added February 1, 2021 
 
 
Gavi [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://www.gavi.org/ 
News Releases 
COVAX publishes first interim distribution forecast 
3 February 2021 
 
 
Getty Conservation Institute   [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://www.getty.edu/research/ 
Latest News    
PODCAST: Return to Palmyra 
The story of an ancient civilization and a modern city 

http://www.evidenceaid.org/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/lung-imaging-features-of-covid%e2%80%9019-in-children-search-up-to-11-july-2020/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/lung-imaging-features-of-covid%e2%80%9019-in-children-search-up-to-11-july-2020/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/lung-imaging-features-of-covid%e2%80%9019-in-children-search-up-to-11-july-2020/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/lung-imaging-features-of-covid%e2%80%9019-in-children-search-up-to-11-july-2020/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/pharmacological-treatments-for-covid-19-patients-research-up-to-july-2020/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/pharmacological-treatments-for-covid-19-patients-research-up-to-july-2020/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/pharmacological-treatments-for-covid-19-patients-research-up-to-july-2020/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/pharmacological-treatments-for-covid-19-patients-research-up-to-july-2020/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/tuberculosis-and-covid-19-search-done-on-12-may-2020/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/tuberculosis-and-covid-19-search-done-on-12-may-2020/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/targeted-client-communication-using-mobile-devices-may-improve-maternal-and-child-health/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/targeted-client-communication-using-mobile-devices-may-improve-maternal-and-child-health/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/targeted-client-communication-using-mobile-devices-may-improve-maternal-and-child-health/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/targeted-client-communication-using-mobile-devices-may-improve-maternal-and-child-health/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/sars-cov-2-positivity-can-remain-after-recovery-from-covid-19-research-from-before-22-july-2020/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/sars-cov-2-positivity-can-remain-after-recovery-from-covid-19-research-from-before-22-july-2020/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/sars-cov-2-positivity-can-remain-after-recovery-from-covid-19-research-from-before-22-july-2020/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/sars-cov-2-positivity-can-remain-after-recovery-from-covid-19-research-from-before-22-july-2020/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/cellular-therapy-for-covid-19-ongoing-research-in-mid-2020-search-done-on-23-april-2020/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/cellular-therapy-for-covid-19-ongoing-research-in-mid-2020-search-done-on-23-april-2020/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/cellular-therapy-for-covid-19-ongoing-research-in-mid-2020-search-done-on-23-april-2020/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/cellular-therapy-for-covid-19-ongoing-research-in-mid-2020-search-done-on-23-april-2020/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/nurses-experiences-in-acute-care-hospitals-during-a-pandemic-qualitative-evidence-synthesis/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/nurses-experiences-in-acute-care-hospitals-during-a-pandemic-qualitative-evidence-synthesis/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/nurses-experiences-in-acute-care-hospitals-during-a-pandemic-qualitative-evidence-synthesis/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/nurses-experiences-in-acute-care-hospitals-during-a-pandemic-qualitative-evidence-synthesis/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/rehabilitation-and-covid-19-search-up-to-31-august-2020/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/rehabilitation-and-covid-19-search-up-to-31-august-2020/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/cardiovascular-conditions-and-covid-19-multiple-reviews/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/cardiovascular-conditions-and-covid-19-multiple-reviews/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/biomarkers-and-covid-19-multiple-reviews/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/biomarkers-and-covid-19-multiple-reviews/
https://www.gavi.org/
https://www.gavi.org/news/media-room/covax-publishes-first-interim-distribution-forecast
https://www.getty.edu/research/
https://blogs.getty.edu/iris/podcast-return-to-palmyra/


   

  

February 3, 2021 | 24:02 
 
The Fight to Preserve an Ancient Homeland in Syria 
History and identity come together to tell the story of Palmyra 
Feb 03, 2021  

 
Temple of Bel sanctuary, Palmyra, 2010, Ursula Schulz-Dornburg. Photo courtesy of Ursula Schulz-
Dornburg 
 
 
Global Fund  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/ 
News  
Mozambique and Global Fund Launch New Grants to Fight HIV, TB and Malaria and 
Strengthen Systems for Health  
05 February 2021  
   The Global Fund, the Government of Mozambique and health partners in Mozambique today 
launched the implementation of six new grants to fight HIV, TB and malaria and build resilient and 
sustainable systems for health  
 
News  
Global Fund Engages Partners to Develop New Strategy  
02 February 2021  
   More than 300 representatives from across the world convened virtually today to kick off the 
Partnership Forums, a series of consultations to help shape the next multi-year Global Fund strategy. 
 
 
Hilton Prize Coalition [to 6 Feb 2021] 

https://blogs.getty.edu/iris/the-fight-to-preserve-an-ancient-homeland-in-syria/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/2021-02-05-mozambique-and-global-fund-launch-new-grants/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/2021-02-05-mozambique-and-global-fund-launch-new-grants/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/2021-02-02-global-fund-engages-partners-to-develop-new-strategy/
https://blogs.getty.edu/iris/the-fight-to-preserve-an-ancient-homeland-in-syria/


   

  

http://prizecoalition.charity.org/ 
Website not responding at inquiry 
 
 
ICVA - International Council of Voluntary Agencies   [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://icvanetwork.org/ 
Latest resources, events, content 
NGO Consultations -Europe /North America - Climate and Environment Charter for 
Humanitarian Organisations  
February 9, 2021 - 9:00am to 10:00am 
Online 
 
NGO Consultations -Europe/North America - Climate and Environment Charter for 
Humanitarian Organisations  
February 9, 2021 - 4:00pm to February 22, 2021 - 5:00pm 
Online 
 
 
InterAction  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
http://www.interaction.org/ 
Latest Updates 
Global & Public Policy Positions  
InterAction Community Applauds Biden Administration’s Immediate, Principled Leadership 
InterAction  |  Feb 4, 2021  
 
Crises & Countries in Conflict  
InterAction Statement on the Situation in Myanmar 
InterAction  |  Feb 2, 2021  
 
:::::: 
 
3ie  International Initiative for Impact Evaluation [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://www.3ieimpact.org/ 
Publications/Events/Blogs 
Strengthening intergroup social cohesion in fragile situations 
3ie Systematic Review 46, 2021 
Ada Sonnenfeld, Jennifer Doherty, Miriam Berretta, Shannon Shisler, Birte Snilstveit, John Eyers, Kiara 
Castaman, Romanshi Gupta, Maria Daniela Anda Leon, Amber Franich, Cem Yavuz, Ashton Baafi and 
Rahema Obaid 
   In this review, Sonnenfeld and colleagues synthesise evidence on programmes that promote 
intergroup social cohesion as a means of supporting sustainable peace in fragile communities in low- 
and middle-income countries. 
 
 
CHS Alliance  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
http://chsalliance.org/ 
Our Impact 

http://prizecoalition.charity.org/
https://icvanetwork.org/
https://www.icvanetwork.org/node/8754
https://www.icvanetwork.org/node/8754
https://www.icvanetwork.org/node/8755
https://www.icvanetwork.org/node/8755
http://www.interaction.org/
https://www.interaction.org/blog/interaction-community-applauds-biden-administration-immediate-principled-leadership/
https://www.interaction.org/blog/interaction-community-applauds-biden-administration-immediate-principled-leadership/
https://www.interaction.org/blog/interaction-statement-on-the-situation-in-myanmar/
https://www.interaction.org/blog/interaction-statement-on-the-situation-in-myanmar/
https://www.3ieimpact.org/
https://www.3ieimpact.org/evidence-hub/publications/systematic-reviews/strengthening-intergroup-social-cohesion-fragile
http://chsalliance.org/


   

  

COVID-19 and the Core Humanitarian Standard: How to meet our CHS commitments in the 
coronavirus pandemic  
18 January 2021 
 
 
Development Initiatives   [to 6 Feb 2021] 
http://devinit.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
::::::  
 
Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action 
(ALNAP)     [to 6 Feb 2021] 
http://www.alnap.org/ 
News/Blog/Events  
04 Feb 2021  
Passionate about humanitarian evaluation? Take part in advisory group for our OECD DAC 
guidance revision 
 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre 
LATEST PRESS RELEASES 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
EHLRA/R2HC/HIF   [to 6 Feb 2021] 
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Geneva Centre of Humanitarian Studies [nee CERAH] – [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://humanitarianstudies.ch/ 
News/Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Groupe URD   [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://www.urd.org/en/ 
Publications, Events, News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Humanitarian Studies Association  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://ihsa.info/  

Weekly humanitarian blog posts selection 
Challenges and risks for refugees and returnees 

https://www.chsalliance.org/get-support/article/covid-19-and-the-chs/
https://www.chsalliance.org/get-support/article/covid-19-and-the-chs/
http://devinit.org/news/
http://www.alnap.org/
https://www.alnap.org/news/passionate-about-humanitarian-evaluation-take-part-in-advisory-group-for-our-oecd-dac-guidance
https://www.alnap.org/news/passionate-about-humanitarian-evaluation-take-part-in-advisory-group-for-our-oecd-dac-guidance
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/
https://humanitarianstudies.ch/
https://www.urd.org/en/
https://ihsa.info/
https://mailchi.mp/16ba6f9fb8cd/challenges-and-risks-for-refugees-and-returnees


   

  

Selection#42 (25th-31st January) 
   Most of our selection this week focusses on refugees and return. A key topic is the global compact on 
refugees, and on migration – can they address forced migration due to climate change? Others are the 
need for economic support by labour migrants returning to Sri Lanka during the pandemic, and the 
ongoing risks faced by the Rohinga in Bangladesh. Issues in the West are the halting of refugee 
resettlement, and the new EU migration and asylum pact which continues trends of border closures 
and returns. 
   Two posts draw attention to the need for US President Biden to reverse Trump’s policies that 
constrict aid, because it risks famine or crisis in Yemen, and in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories.  Finally, we selected ODI’s post on the need for a humanitarian reset and what this would 
entail. 
 
 
INEE – an international network for education in emergencies   [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://inee.org/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP)  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://phap.org/ 
Association news, events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Sphere  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://spherestandards.org/news/ 
News 
Put people first to win the battle against COVID-19  
25 January 2021 | Sphere 
  By Dr Unni Krishnan The ancient Spanish port city of A Coruña has a fascinating history - one which 
contains many parallels with our present fight against a global pandemic. In fact, the city shares its 
name with the virus that... 
 
 
Start Network [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs 
News and Blog  
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
Brookings 
http://www.brookings.edu/ 
Accessed 6 Feb 2021 
Latest Research/Events 
Report  
Gender-based violence in primary schools 

https://inee.org/
https://phap.org/
https://spherestandards.org/news/
https://spherestandards.org/covid-19-unni-krishnan/
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs
http://www.brookings.edu/
https://www.brookings.edu/multi-chapter-report/gender-based-violence-in-primary-schools/


   

  

Friday, February 5, 2021  
 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Economics  
Explaining the economic impact of COVID-19 
Aaron Klein and Ember Smith 
Friday, February 5, 2021  
 
Multilateral Development Organizations  
Advancing multilateralism in a populist age 
Thomas Wright 
February 2021  
 
Transition 2021: Governance  
Waiting for confirmed leaders: President Biden’s actings 
Anne Joseph O’Connell 
Thursday, February 4, 2021  
 
Campaigns & Elections  
In 2020, the largest metro areas made the difference for Democrats 
David F. Damore, Robert E. Lang, and Karen Danielsen 
Thursday, February 4, 2021  
 
 
Center for Global Development    [to 6 Feb 2021] 
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center 
Selected Publications, News and Events 
February 4, 2021 
How Might an SDR Allocation Be Better Tailored to Support Low-Income Countries? 
Since Covid-19 emerged there have been numerous calls for an allocation of Special Drawing Rights 
(SDRs) as part of a broader effort to assist low-income countries (LICs) in dealing with the fallout from 
the pandemic. So far, these calls have been thwarted by political opposition from some of the IMF’s 
shareholders, in part because SDR allocations are not well-targeted towards LICs or developing 
countries in general. 
David Andrews  
 
February 3, 2021 
Towards Improved and More Transparent Ethics in Randomised Controlled Trials in 
Development Social Science 
This note surveys common ethical concerns and proposes a series of practical suggestions to help 
researchers and policymakers be more mindful of and transparent about ethics as they consider, 
design, implement, and report randomised controlled trials and other impact evaluations in 
development settings. 
David Evans  
 
February 3, 2021 
Social Protection During the Pandemic: Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, and Mexico 
The pandemic, people’s response to fend off contagion, and the measures designed to contain the 
spread of the virus took an enormous toll on the region’s living standards. Governments faced the 

https://www.brookings.edu/research/explaining-the-economic-impact-of-covid-19-core-industries-and-the-hispanic-workforce/
https://www.brookings.edu/experts/aaron-klein/
https://www.brookings.edu/author/ember-smith/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/advancing-multilateralism-in-a-populist-age/
https://www.brookings.edu/experts/thomas-wright/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/president-bidens-actings/
https://www.brookings.edu/author/anne-joseph-oconnell/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/in-2020-the-largest-metro-areas-made-the-difference-for-democrats/
https://www.brookings.edu/experts/david-f-damore/
https://www.brookings.edu/experts/robert-e-lang/
https://www.brookings.edu/author/karen-danielsen/
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/how-might-sdr-allocation-be-better-tailored-support-low-income-countries
https://www.linkedin.com/in/david-andrews-04674373/
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/towards-improved-and-more-transparent-ethics-randomised-controlled-trials-development
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/towards-improved-and-more-transparent-ethics-randomised-controlled-trials-development
https://www.cgdev.org/expert/david-evans
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/social-protection-during-pandemic-argentina-brazil-colombia-and-mexico


   

  

challenge of reaching three groups of people: formal sector workers in social security (and their 
dependents), recipients of existing non-contributory cash transfer programs and their dependents, and 
finally, households whose members were reliant on labor income from the informal sector and were 
part of neither social protection system. 
Merike Blofield , Nora Lustig and Mart Trasberg  
 
 
CSIS  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://www.csis.org/ 
Selected Reports 
Report 
Pathways for Just Transitions  
February 3, 2021 | Mary Margaret Allen, Ben Cahill  
As part of the on-going Just Transition Initiative research effort, this paper summarizes core policy 
priorities for just transitions before exploring gender-responsive policies and place-based investment 
strategies in greater detail. 
 
Report 
Addressing Forced Labor in the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region 
February 3, 2021 | Amy K. Lehr To reduce the risk of forced labor from the Xinjiang Uyghur 
Autonomous Region affecting global supply chains, public and private actors can deploy various tools to 
support sourcing diversification in the textile, apparel, and footwear sectors.  
 
Report 
Questions about Facial Recognition  
February 3, 2021 | James Andrew Lewis, William Crumpler To help improve public understanding of 
facial recognition, we have reviewed the most salient concerns raised about the technology to 
determine their accuracy and their implications for policymaking.  
 
Report 
Degrees of Separation: A Targeted Approach to U.S.-China Decoupling – Interim Report 
February 3, 2021 | Stephanie Segal, Dylan Gerstel The CSIS Economics Program reviews the evolution 
of U.S.-China engagement and the extent of bilateral economic linkages to identify and develop 
realistic objectives for the future relationship.  
 
Report 
Toward a New Global Trade Framework 
February 2, 2021 | William Alan Reinsch, Jack Caporal, Matthew P. Goodman, Scott Miller The CSIS 
Commission on Affirming American leadership recommends three elements of a new trade policy that 
will help establish a comprehensive trade policy appropriate for the twenty-first century.  
 
Report 
The U.S.-Iraqi Relationship: A Healthier Partnership is Indispensable 
February 1, 2021 | Munqith Dagher The Biden administration has limited time to forge a real 
partnership with Iraq to gain strategic advantage in the region.  
 
 
Rand  [to 6 Feb 2021] 

https://people.miami.edu/profile/m.blofield@miami.edu
https://www.cgdev.org/content/expert/detail/967228
https://liberalarts.tulane.edu/departments/political-science/people/mart-trasberg
https://www.csis.org/
https://www.csis.org/analysis/pathways-just-transitions
https://www.csis.org/people/mary-margaret-allen
https://www.csis.org/people/ben-cahill
https://www.csis.org/analysis/addressing-forced-labor-xinjiang-uyghur-autonomous-region
https://www.csis.org/people/amy-k-lehr
https://www.csis.org/analysis/questions-about-facial-recognition
https://www.csis.org/people/james-andrew-lewis
https://www.csis.org/people/william-crumpler
https://www.csis.org/analysis/degrees-separation-targeted-approach-us-china-decoupling-%E2%80%93-interim-report
https://www.csis.org/people/stephanie-segal
https://www.csis.org/people/dylan-gerstel
https://www.csis.org/analysis/toward-new-global-trade-framework
https://www.csis.org/people/william-alan-reinsch
https://www.csis.org/people/jack-caporal
https://www.csis.org/people/matthew-p-goodman
https://www.csis.org/people/scott-miller
https://www.csis.org/analysis/us-iraqi-relationship-healthier-partnership-indispensable
https://www.csis.org/people/munqith-dagher


   

  

https://www.rand.org/pubs.html 
Selected Research Reports  
Report 
Fighter Basing Options to Improve Access to Advanced Training Ranges 
The authors explore U.S. Air Force squadron restationing and range upgrade options that can maximize 
access to advanced live training ranges while evaluating cost and risk measures associated with these 
options. 
Feb 5, 2021 
Bradley DeBlois, Patrick Mills, Anu Narayanan, Dara Gold, Anna Jean Wirth, John A. Ausink, Bart E. 
Bennett, Ronald G. McGarvey, Rahim Ali, James Syme, Russell H. Williams 
 
Report 
Managing Risk in Globalized Supply Chains 
This report addresses the challenges the U.S. Air Force faces in mitigating the risks associated with an 
increasingly globalized weapon supply chain and suggests ways to improve how it addresses such risks. 
Feb 5, 2021 
Caolionn O'Connell, Elizabeth Hastings Roer, Rick Eden, Spencer Pfeifer, Yuliya Shokh, Lauren A. 
Mayer, Jake McKeon, Jared Mondschein, Phillip Carter, Victoria A. Greenfield, Mark Ashby 
 
Report 
Claims-Based Reporting of Post-Operative Visits for Procedures with 10- or 90-Day Global 
Periods: Final Report 
The authors of this report summarize patterns of post-operative visits where Medicare bundles 
payment for post-operative care into payment for surgical procedures. The results suggest fewer visits 
occur than Medicare assumes in its payment rates. 
Feb 5, 2021 
Ashley M. Kranz, Teague Ruder, Ateev Mehrotra, Andrew W. Mulcahy 
 
Report 
Using Claims-Based Estimates of Post-Operative Visits to Revalue Procedures with 10- and 
90-Day Global Periods 
This report describes how CMS could use new claims-based data on post-operative visits to adjust the 
valuations of surgical procedures with 10- and 90-day global periods. 
Feb 5, 2021 
Andrew W. Mulcahy, Harry H. Liu, Teague Ruder, Susan L. Lovejoy, Katie Merrell, Ateev Mehrotra 
 
Report 
Responses to Comments on RAND Global Services Reports 
RAND researchers respond to comments on three earlier reports related to post-operative visits 
bundled into Medicare payments for many procedures. 
Feb 5, 2021 
Andrew W. Mulcahy, Ateev Mehrotra, Courtney A. Gidengil, Susan L. Lovejoy 
 
Research Brief 
Using an Innovative Database and Machine Learning to Predict and Reduce Infant 
Mortality 

https://www.rand.org/pubs.html
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RRA169-1.html
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RRA425-1.html
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RR2846-1.html
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RR2846-1.html
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RR3035-1.html
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RR3035-1.html
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RR4314-1.html
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_briefs/RBA858-1.html
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_briefs/RBA858-1.html


   

  

Researchers created a unique database linking medical, social, and demographic information, then 
used machine learning techniques to evaluate risk of infant mortality and develop intervention 
recommendations to reduce each infant's risk of mortality 
Feb 4, 2021 
Evan D. Peet, Dana Schultz, Susan L. Lovejoy 
 
Report 
Cutting the College Price TAG: The Effects of New Jersey's Tuition Aid Grant on College 
Persistence and Completion 
RAND researchers studied more than 450,000 recipients of New Jersey's Tuition Aid Grant to explore 
whether larger amounts of grant aid led to higher graduation rates for students at varying income 
levels and types of institutions. 
Feb 4, 2021 
Drew M. Anderson, Melanie A. Zaber 
 
Testimony 
The Collapse of Comity: Perilous Times in the Third Turbulent Century of Our Political 
Experiment 
Testimony presented before the House Committee on Homeland Security on February 4, 2021. 
Feb 4, 2021 
Brian Michael Jenkins 
 
Research Brief 
Would Low-Income Students Graduate Faster with a Boost in Financial Aid? Results from a 
Natural Experiment in New Jersey 
New Jersey's Tuition Aid Grant—the nation's most generous state-funded grant program per state 
resident college student—increased the rate of on-time bachelor's degree completion at public 
universities for low-income students who received it. 
Feb 4, 2021 
Drew M. Anderson, Melanie A. Zaber 
 
Report 
Giving a Voice to Home Care Workers: An Empowering Data Collection Method and Source 
of Caregiving Support During the COVID-19 Pandemic 
This Perspective shows how journaling can be a valuable source of support and a flexible data 
collection method for home care workers, a profession that is socially isolated and at heightened risk 
during the coronavirus disease 2019 pandemic. 
Feb 3, 2021 
Julia Rollison, Jason Michel Etchegaray, Julia Bandini 
 
Report 
Infection Control Policy in Long-Term Care — Who Decides? 
The coronavirus disease 2019 pandemic underscores that long-term care residents and families who 
are most affected by facility policies are underrepresented in decisionmaking. Policies should 
incorporate resident, staff, and family preferences. 
Feb 2, 2021 
Lori Frank 
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Report 
RAND Behavioral Finance Forum: Financial Security Over the Lifespan 
Video compilation of the 2020 Behavioral Finance Forum (BeFi). Leaders from academia, government, 
regulatory agencies, and industry were invited to share the latest research and exchange ideas on the 
theme of financial security over the lifespan. 
Feb 2, 2021 
Drew M. Anderson, Philip Armour, Daniel Ben-David, Shlomo Benartzi, Katherine Grace Carman, 
Warren Cormier, Joshua Dietch, Tal Gross, Megan Hunter, Gary Koenig, Timothy Layton, George 
Loewenstein, V. Darleen Opfer, Susann Rohwedder, Laurie Rowley, Brian Scholl, Clemens Sialm, Jialu 
L. Streeter, Mingli Zhong 
 
Multimedia 
COVID-19 Vaccine Cross-Border Liability and Compensation 
A RAND virtual event focused on (1) facilitating global distribution of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-
19) vaccines and (2) preventing liability and compensation concerns from affecting the vaccine supply 
chain and public uptake of the vaccine. 
Feb 2, 2021 
Anthony Brown, Lloyd Dixon, Donna K. Litvin, Nicholas M. Pace, Peter J. Todd 
 
Report 
The Quality Start Los Angeles Developmental Evaluation: Research Findings and Lessons 
Learned 
RAND researchers conducted a developmental evaluation of Quality Start Los Angeles, the voluntary 
quality rating and improvement system for early learning providers in Los Angeles County. 
Feb 1, 2021 
Celia J. Gomez, Anamarie A. Whitaker, Jill S. Cannon, Susannah Faxon-Mills, Mallika Bhandarkar 
 
Report 
A Comparison of National and International Approaches to COVID-19-Related Measures 
The authors evaluate the comparability of commonly used COVID-19 measures within the United States 
and across countries, and make recommendations for the use and development of measures that 
would allow for more standardized and valid comparisons. 
Jan 29, 2021 
Mahshid Abir, Megan K. Beckett, Wenjing Huang, Hamad Al-Ibrahim, Joan Chang, Florian F. 
Schmitzberger, Kirstin W. Scott, Peter S. Hussey 
 
 
RoRI [Research on Research Institute]  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
http://researchonresearch.org/ 
We're an open and independent new initiative providing data, analysis and intelligence on how to make 
research systems more strategic, open, diverse and inclusive. 
RoRI News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Alan Turing Institute 
https://www.turing.ac.uk/news 
News, Research, Events 
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No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Unitaid  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://unitaid.org/ 
Featured News 
05 February 2021 
Unitaid’s response to COVID-19 praised in UK government review 
 
03 February 2021 
New patient-friendly tuberculosis preventive treatment to be rolled out in five high-burden 
TB countries at affordable price 
:: Fixed-dose combination treatments reduce the pill burden from nine to three pills a week for adults 
and prevent TB in those at highest risk of developing the disease  
:: Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, Mozambique, and Zimbabwe will be the first countries out of a total of 12 to 
provide the new regimen at a US$15 price thanks to funding from Unitaid, PEPFAR and the Global Fund 
to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria  
 
02 February 2021 
Unitaid statement regarding Ivermectin as a potential COVID-19 treatment 
Ivermectin, as well as other repurposed products, has been suggested as a potential treatment for 
COVID-19 based on preliminary promising evidence – further data is needed to support a definitive 
recommendation either for or against its use for COVID-19. 
   Unitaid has collaborated with the University of Liverpool to conduct the preliminary desk analysis of 
existing trials evaluating ivermectin in different countries of the world, in order to facilitate a review by 
WHO. 
   The preliminary analysis has incorporated data from randomised clinical studies that have been 
completed in Bangladesh, Egypt, Iran, India, Iraq, Lebanon, Pakistan, Turkey, Nigeria, Argentina, 
Mexico, and Spain. 
   In the coming weeks, results from additional trials in other countries are expected, and an in-depth 
analysis will be conducted by WHO to determine next steps, including the potential need for further 
targeted clinical studies. 
 
 
Urban Institute   [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://www.urban.org/publications 
Publications 
Closing Gaps in Maternal Health Coverage  
This Commonwealth Fund brief synthesizes two Urban Institute reports on the public health insurance 
landscape for pregnant and postpartum women and the potential of a postpartum coverage extension 
to close coverage gaps. We find the following: Our current system of publicly supported coverage 
options for pregnant and postpartum women is a complex patchwork that varies tremendously by 
income, immigration  
Jennifer M. Haley, Emily M. Johnston 
February 5, 2021  
Brief 
  
The Direct Impact of Medicare Spending on Employment and Tax Revenue  
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In addition to financing crucial health care services for millions of Americans, Medicare benefits the 
broader economy. The funds disbursed by the program support the employment of millions of workers, 
and the salaries paid to those workers generate billions of dollars of tax revenue. We estimate that 
Medicare directly financed 3.7 million jobs in the health care sector in 2019, accounting for 22 percent 
of all  
Richard W. Johnson, Erald Kolasi 
February 5, 2021  
Research Report 
  
Impact of the COVID-19 Pandemic on Primary Care Practices  
This brief examines primary care physician responses to the COVID-19 pandemic. We conducted 
structured discussions with primary care practices of varying sizes and geographies to assess the 
impact  the pandemic has had on their practices, both from an operational standpoint and a financial 
one. Operationally the greatest challenges were accessing and acquiring PPE and operating without 
consistent treatment  
Sabrina Corlette, Robert A. Berenson, Erik Wengle, Kevin Lucia, Tyler Thomas 
February 5, 2021  
Brief 
  
Young People and Cash Assistance  
This brief is part of a series focused on how well major federal safety net programs serve young 
people—defined as those ages 14 to 24. The series pays special attention to young people who live 
independently. This brief focuses on the circumstances under which young people are able to access 
cash assistance to help them meet their basic needs through the Temporary Assistance for Needy 
Families (TANF) program  
Heather Hahn, Amelia Coffey, Gina Adams 
February 4, 2021  
Brief 
  
Young People and Tax Credits  
This brief is part of a series focused on how well major federal safety net programs serve young 
people—defined as those ages 14 to 24. The series pays special attention to young people who live 
independently. This brief focuses on the circumstances under which young people are able to access 
the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) and Child Tax Credit (CTC), the major federal tax credits 
available for young people  
Amelia Coffey, Gina Adams, Heather Hahn 
February 4, 2021  
Brief 
  
Housing Connecticut's Future: Meeting the State's Affordable and Accessible Housing 
Needs  
The Connecticut Department of Housing, in conjunction with the Department of Social Services, 
commissioned this study, the first comprehensive look at affordable and accessible housing needs in 
the state, in May 2020. The research team gathered and analyzed data from state, federal, and public 
sources to describe and project trends in Connecticut’s affordable and accessible housing supply and 
needs across  
Christie Stewart, Peter A. Tatian, Lydia Lo, Kelly Davila, Fay Walker 
February 4, 2021  
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Research Report 
  
Young People and Nutrition Assistance  
This brief is part of a series focused on how well major federal safety net programs serve young 
people—defined as those ages 14 to 24. The series pays special attention to young people who live 
independently. This brief focuses on the circumstances under which young people are able to access 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP)—the largest federal nutrition assistance program—
and what is known about  
Heather Hahn, Amelia Coffey, Gina Adams 
February 4, 2021  
Brief 
  
Young People and Medical Assistance  
This brief is part of a series focused on how well major federal safety net programs serve young 
people—defined as those ages 14 to 24. The series pays special attention to young people who live 
independently. This brief focuses on the circumstances under which young people are able to access 
Medicaid and the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP)—the major federal medical insurance 
programs available for  
Amelia Coffey, Gina Adams, Heather Hahn 
February 4, 2021  
Brief 
  
Young People and Housing Assistance  
This brief is part of a series focused on how well major federal safety net programs serve young 
people—defined as those ages 14 to 24. The series pays special attention to young people who live 
independently. This brief focuses on the circumstances under which young people are eligible for public 
housing, Section 8 project-based vouchers and Section 8 project-based rental assistance, and housing 
choice vouchers  
Amelia Coffey, Heather Hahn, Gina Adams 
February 4, 2021  
Brief 
  
Stabilizing Young People Transitioning to Adulthood  
This synthesis brief builds on five separate briefs examining key safety net programs and explores the 
extent to which key federal safety net programs help meet young people’s basic needs for housing, 
food, health care, and income during this transitional life stage. It presents findings from an initial 
exploration of issues relevant to young people, based on a quick review of literature and conversations 
with  
Gina Adams, Heather Hahn, Amelia Coffey 
February 4, 2021  
Brief 
  
What's Important in a Job? An Analysis of What Matters and for Whom  
Workers are facing many immediate concerns right now—such as access to health care, job security, 
and flexible scheduling—that are all elements of job quality that may vary significantly by job, 
employer, and industry. Workers may value aspects of their job differently in varying circumstances. 
For example, workers with significant child care responsibilities may have a greater need for flexible 
scheduling,  
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Molly M. Scott, Batia Katz 
February 4, 2021  
Brief 
  
Job Quality and Economic Mobility: Potential Mechanisms, an Empirical Approach, and 
Directions for Research  
A growing body of research identifies the importance of different aspects of job quality for a range of 
worker well-being outcomes. Whether jobs offer decent wages, provide adequate hours on predictable 
schedules, deliver retirement and health benefits, foster safe and respectful working conditions, and so 
on, matters for the financial and economic well-being, physical and mental health, and general 
happiness  
William J. Congdon, Batia Katz, Jessica Shakesprere 
February 4, 2021  
Brief 
  
Good Jobs: An Agenda for Future Study  
Faced with the COVID-19 pandemic and economic recession, many American workers, employers, and 
policymakers are now thinking about job quality in ways they had not previously. Lack of access to 
health care, worker safety concerns, the need for flexible work arrangements and paid sick leave, and 
disproportionate job losses in certain job sectors that pay low wages have underscored the ways in 
which job quality  
Pamela J. Loprest, Batia Katz, Jessica Shakesprere 
February 4, 2021  
Brief 
  
Options to Increase the EITC for Workers Without Children at Home  
Workers without children living at home, called “childless” for tax purposes, are eligible for relatively 
small benefits from the earned income tax credit (EITC). We analyze the effect of increasing the EITC 
for this group and extending benefits to workers ages 19 and older, rather than restricting benefits for 
childless workers to those aged 25 to 64 as is the case under current law. Increasing the size of the  
Elaine Maag, Nikhita Airi 
February 4, 2021  
Brief 
  
Building Sustainable Apprenticeships: The Case of Apprenticeship 2000  
Sustainable apprenticeships play a critical role in building a large-scale American apprenticeship 
system, and ultimately contribute to a robust and diversified American workforce. One approach to 
sustainability and quality is the creation of employer consortia, or groups of employers. For employers, 
consortia offer cost-effective mechanisms for developing apprenticeships into an enduring talent 
development  
Bhavani Arabandi, Zach Boren, Andrew Campbell 
February 4, 2021  
Brief 
  
Medicaid Physician Fees Remained Substantially Below Fees Paid By Medicare In 2019  
In 2019, as in prior years, Medicaid physician fees remained well below Medicare and private insurance 
fees despite growth in Medicaid enrollment. Low Medicaid physician fees have important implications in 
terms of access to care for Medicaid enrollees and the effects of proposals to expand coverage through 
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a Medicaid buy-in program or a Medicaid-like public option. External Link (payment is required to 
access  
Stephen Zuckerman, Laura Skopec, Joshua Aarons 
February 3, 2021  
Journal Article 
  
Rationalizing a Medicare Buy-In Policy for Adults Ages 50 to 64 That Builds on the ACA  
Medicare buy-in policies gained prominence as potential incremental health reforms in the mid-1990s, 
after the Clinton administration's more ambitious health reform plan failed. Such proposals from that 
era would have created a guaranteed source of health insurance older adults could buy, before 
becoming eligible for Medicare at age 65. In this brief, we discuss the potential merits of a Medicare 
buy-in policy  
Bowen Garrett 
February 3, 2021  
Brief 
  
Nurture, Sustain, Expand: A Retrospective Evaluation of the Museum Grants for African 
American History and Culture Program  
The Institute for Museum and Library Services’ African American History and Culture (AAHC) grant 
program provides targeted capacity-building support for African American museums and collections. 
This evaluation—the first since AAHC’s inception—was designed to take stock of the grant program’s 
reach and performance during its 15-year history. Between 2006 and 2020, the AAHC program 
awarded 215 grants totaling $22  
Shena Ashley, LesLeigh D. Ford, Claire Boyd, Matthew Eldridge, Harry P. Hatry, Nora Hakizimana 
February 2, 2021  
Research Report 
  
Immigrant Families Continued Avoiding the Safety Net during the COVID-19 Crisis  
In its first days in office, the Biden administration has already moved to reverse many of the Trump 
administration’s immigration policies that created a climate of fear and insecurity for many immigrant 
families. The prior administration’s changes to the “public charge” rule intensified immigrant families’ 
reluctance to participate in public benefit programs and supports that address basic health, nutrition,  
Hamutal Bernstein, Michael Karpman, Dulce Gonzalez, Stephen Zuckerman 
February 1, 2021  
Fact Sheet 
  
Identifying Pathways for Upward Mobility  
We use data from the updated Social Genome Model to track the well-being of children from birth 
through age 30. We find that although almost half of all children are born into disadvantaged 
circumstances (such as being born into a family with low income), about 60 percent of all children are 
on track for healthy development while growing up and are economically stable and healthy by age 30. 
Stark differences  
Gregory Acs, Kevin Werner, Kristin Blagg, Steven Martin 
February 1, 2021  
Research Report 
  
Social Genome Model 2.0: Technical Documentation and User's Guide  
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The Social Genome Model (SGM) is a lifecycle model that uses data from three longitudinal surveys to 
track a matched panel of individuals from birth to age 30. The goal is to understand how private sector 
and public policy interventions could improve lifetime outcomes of children and young adults. The 
model also allows researchers to track patterns of development across different gender and 
race/ethnicity groups  
Kevin Werner, Kristin Blagg, Gregory Acs, Steven Martin, Alison McClay, Kristin Anderson Moore, 
Gabriel Piña, Vanessa Sacks 
February 1, 2021  
Research Report 
  
The Effect of COVID-19 Learning Loss on Adult Outcomes: Building a Set of Age-Cohort 
Projections Using the Social Genome Model  
The COVID-19 pandemic will likely leave a lasting mark on America’s students, affecting their future 
earnings and educational attainment. Using the Social Genome Model (SGM), we project the effects of 
learning losses equivalent to spending three months out of school would lead to a loss of income at 
age 30 ranging from 0.7 to 3.5 percent and decrease lifetime earnings 0.4 to 2.0 percent. We also 
project declines  
Kristin Blagg 
February 1, 2021  
Research Report 
  
Barriers to Medicaid and CHIP Coverage for Eligible but Uninsured Latinx Children  
Implementation of the Affordable Care Act (ACA), including expansion of Medicaid eligibility for adults 
in many states, has significantly reduced the number of uninsured children in the nation. "Welcome 
mat" effects of Medicaid expansion, whereby children already eligible for Medicaid become insured 
when parents seek or enroll in Medicaid as well, and improvements in outreach and enrollment 
processes are largely  
Clara Alvarez Caraveo, Luis E. Basurto, Dulce Gonzalez, Clare Wang Pan 
February 1, 2021  
Brief 
 
 
The Wistar Institute   [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://www.wistar.org/news/press-releases 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Economic Forum    [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/ 
Media 
World Economic Forum Appoints New Member to Board of Trustees  
News 04 Feb 2021  
:: Julie Sweet, Chief Executive Officer of AccentureChief Executive Officer of Accenture, joins the World 
Economic Forum Board of Trustees  
:: The Board of Trustees is the guardian of the World Economic Forum's mission and values 
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*                      *                       *                        * 
 

:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will primarily monitor press/media releases announcing key initiatives and new research from a 
growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, humanitarian 
response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended to be exhaustive, but 
indicative.  
 
 

Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/ 
News  
Press Release 
New Allen Distinguished Investigators will tackle unanswered questions about metabolism 
and the immune system 
February 3, 2021 
   Awards announced today by The Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group will fund research in health, disease, 
and technology development all centered on the emerging field of immunometabolism 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
Press Releases and Statements  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Blue Meridian Partners [to 6 Feb 2021] 
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/ 
Blue Meridian Partners is a new capital aggregation collaboration that plans to invest at least $1 billion 
in high-performance nonprofits that are poised to have truly national impact for economically 
disadvantaged children and youth.  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Annie E. Casey Foundation   [to 6 Feb 2021] 
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/ 
Newsroom 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clinton Foundation  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements 
Press Releases & Statements 
Press Release  February 4, 2021  
President Bill Clinton and iHeartMedia Launch New Original Podcast 
 
Press Release  February 2, 2021  
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http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases/president-bill-clinton-and-iheartmedia-launch-new-original-podcast


   

  

President Clinton launches new Action Network on Inclusive Economic Recovery, 
announces new Commitments to Action addressing racial and economic disparities amid 
COVID-19 
 
 
Co Impact   [to 6 Feb 2021] 
www.co-impact.io 
Co-Impact is a global philanthropic collaborative for systems change focused on improving the lives of 
millions of people around the world. 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Ford Foundation  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://www.fordfoundation.org/press-room/ 
The Latest 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
J. Paul Getty Trust  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
http://news.getty.edu/ 
Latest News 
Getty Conservation Institute Releases Free Online Publication: “The Twentieth-Century 
Historic Thematic Framework: A Tool for Assessing Heritage Places” 
February 04, 2021 
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press 
GHIT was set up in 212 with the aim of developing new tools to tackle infectious diseases that  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

Grameen Foundation    [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://grameenfoundation.org/stories/press-releases 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/  
Latest Updates  
Environment Program Director Jonathan Pershing leaves Hewlett to join the Biden 
administration   
   Jonathan Pershing has stepped down from his role as Environment Program Director for the Hewlett 
Foundation to join the Biden administration working with Special Envoy for Climate Change John Kerry. 
Hewlett Foundation President Larry Kramer shared the following about Pershing's departure: Secretary 
Kerry’s role is a new one, and a reminder that President Biden intends…  

https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases/president-clinton-launches-new-action-network-inclusive-economic-recovery-announces
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases/president-clinton-launches-new-action-network-inclusive-economic-recovery-announces
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases/president-clinton-launches-new-action-network-inclusive-economic-recovery-announces
http://co-impact.io/
https://www.fordfoundation.org/press-room/
http://news.getty.edu/
http://news.getty.edu/getty-conservation-institute-releases-free-online-publication-twentieth-century-historic-thematic-framework-tool-for-assessing-heritage-places.htm
http://news.getty.edu/getty-conservation-institute-releases-free-online-publication-twentieth-century-historic-thematic-framework-tool-for-assessing-heritage-places.htm
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press
https://grameenfoundation.org/stories/press-releases
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/
https://hewlett.org/newsroom/environment-program-director-jonathan-pershing-leaves-hewlett-to-join-the-biden-administration/
https://hewlett.org/newsroom/environment-program-director-jonathan-pershing-leaves-hewlett-to-join-the-biden-administration/
https://hewlett.org/newsroom/environment-program-director-jonathan-pershing-leaves-hewlett-to-join-the-biden-administration/
https://hewlett.org/newsroom/environment-program-director-jonathan-pershing-leaves-hewlett-to-join-the-biden-administration/


   

  

Environment    February 4, 2021  
 
 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IKEA Foundation    [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/ 
Stories  
Changemakers for the future  
   The IKEA Foundation helps many organisations accelerate their efforts in combatting climate change. 
Facts and figures speak for themselves, but who exactly are the people behind this extraordinary work? 
In... 
February 4, 2021  
 
Sounds of hope  
   Climate Breakthrough Project announces newest awardees Mohamed Adow and Nicole Rycroft When 
freshly inaugurated president Joe Biden stated that the US would re-join the Paris Agreement and lead 
in fighting... 
February 3, 2021  
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news  
Press Room   
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Kaiser Family Foundation  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://www.kff.org/search/?post_type=press-release 
News Releases 
February 3, 2021 News Release  
Data as of February 1 on State Vaccinations by Race/Ethnicity 
   Updated analysis of state-reported data as of February 1, 2021 on COVID-19 vaccinations, cases, 
and deaths by race/ethnicity is now available. Based on nearly half of states reporting vaccination data 
by race/ethnicity, Black and Hispanic people continue to receive smaller shares of vaccinations 
compared to their shares of cases and… 
 
February 3, 2021 News Release  
Vaccine Monitor: Where People are Getting Information About COVID-19 Vaccinations 
   Additional Data Available Through Online Vaccine Monitor Dashboard As vaccination efforts ramp up 
across the country, the KFF COVID-19 Vaccine Monitor examines where the public is getting its 
relevant information. Large shares of the public report that they are getting at least a fair amount of 
vaccine information from television… 
 

http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news
https://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news/250-how-philanthropic-partnerships-can-combat-america-s-opioid-epidemic
https://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news/250-how-philanthropic-partnerships-can-combat-america-s-opioid-epidemic
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/
https://ikeafoundation.org/story/changemakers-for-the-future/
https://ikeafoundation.org/story/sounds-of-hope/
https://www.hhmi.org/news
https://www.kff.org/search/?post_type=press-release
https://www.kff.org/coronavirus-covid-19/press-release/data-as-of-february-1-on-state-vaccinations-by-race-ethnicity/
https://www.kff.org/coronavirus-covid-19/press-release/vaccine-monitor-where-people-are-getting-information-about-covid-19-vaccinations/


   

  

February 2, 2021 News Release  
New Survey: Passing a Law Preventing Perpetrators of Domestic Violence from Having a 
Gun is Identified as a Top Women’s Health Policy Priority for Federal Policymakers 
   The new KFF Women’s Health Survey asked respondents how much of a priority seven key women’s 
health policies should be for the new President and Congress. The issue brief examines attitudes 
toward those policy priorities and differences by gender, political party affiliation, and demographic 
factors. 
 
 
Kellogg Foundation  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media 
Selected Announcements  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Aga Khan Foundation   [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation 
Press Releases 
3 February 2021 
Over 8 Million in Afghanistan to benefit from pandemic aid  
 
1 February 2021 
AKAH tests Better Shelter’s “Structure”: a modular, upgradable emergency shelter solution  
   Gilgit-Baltistan, Pakistan, 1 February 2021 – Better Shelter, a Swedish social enterprise working with 
the Aga Khan Agency for Habitat on emergency and transitional housing solutions, has launched a low-
cost emergency shelter which can be upgraded with local materials. 
   “Structure” was developed to offer a shelter that provides immediate protection in emergencies, but 
also the possibility to be locally upgraded at a later stage - thereby increasing its lifespan and resilience 
among displaced communities. “Structure”, which employs the prefabricated modular steel frame used 
by Better Shelter, can be transformed into an emergency shelter by draping it in standard sized 
tarpaulin sheets. It can be made more durable as a longer-term transitional shelter by covering the 
frame in locally available material… 
 
 
MacArthur Foundation  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
http://www.macfound.org/ 
News, Events, What We’re Learning 
Program Directors Reflect on Creating a More Equitable Future  
February 1, 2021 | Article  
   Our Program Directors reflect on their programs, grantees, and partners’ impact as they meet the 
moment and work to create a more equitable future. 
Chicago Commitment 
Taking a Stronger Stance on Racial Justice › 
Tara Magner, Director, Chicago Commitment, reflects on listening to and learning from communities 
and critics. 
  
Climate Solutions 
Emphasizing Climate and Equity in a COVID-19 Recovery › 

https://www.kff.org/womens-health-policy/press-release/new-survey-passing-a-law-preventing-perpetrators-of-domestic-violence-from-having-a-gun-is-identified-as-a-top-womens-health-policy-priority-for-federal-policymakers/
https://www.kff.org/womens-health-policy/press-release/new-survey-passing-a-law-preventing-perpetrators-of-domestic-violence-from-having-a-gun-is-identified-as-a-top-womens-health-policy-priority-for-federal-policymakers/
https://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media
https://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation
https://www.akdn.org/press-release/over-8-million-afghanistan-benefit-pandemic-aid
https://www.akdn.org/press-release/akah-tests-better-shelters-%E2%80%9Cstructure%E2%80%9D-modular-upgradable-emergency-shelter-solution
http://www.macfound.org/
https://www.macfound.org/press/article/program-directors-reflect-on-challenges-and-paths-forward
https://www.macfound.org/press/perspectives/taking-a-stronger-stance-on-racial-justice
https://www.macfound.org/press/perspectives/emphasizing-climate-opportunity-and-equity-in-a-covid-19-recovery


   

  

Jorgen Thomsen, Director, Climate Solutions, discusses the new focus on ambitious domestic climate 
goals centered on equitable outcomes.  
 
Criminal Justice 
Engaging Community Members in Criminal Justice Reform › 
Laurie Garduque, Director, Criminal Justice, shares four key lessons about equity and impact from 
community engagement conversations with advocates and people with lived experience in the criminal 
justice system. 
  
Impact Investments 
Laying the Groundwork to Respond to Crisis › 
John Balbach, Director, Impact Investments, reflects on the years of groundwork and preparation that 
enabled the impact investing field to rapidly respond to crisis. 
   
Journalism and Media 
Ambassadors for Truth and Equality › 
Kathy Im, Director, Journalism & Media, reflects on journalism and media organizations’ role in 
challenging racism, inequity, and abuse of power. 
  
MacArthur Fellows 
The Collaborative Work of Genius › 
Marlies Carruth, Director, MacArthur Fellows, reflects on the ways collaboration and communities 
inspire individual creativity and can help us all build a better future. 
  
Nuclear Challenges 
Impactful Grantees and the Right Political Conditions › 
Valerie Chang, Managing Director of Programs, Theo Kalionzes and Angela Schlater, Senior Program 
Officers, Nuclear Challenges, reflect on the deep impact of grantees and the effects of the political 
landscape on strategic goals.   
  
On Nigeria 
Responding Quickly to a Challenging Year in Nigeria › 
Kole Shettima and Erin Sines, Co-Directors, On Nigeria, reflect on grantees work to respond to the 
pandemic and support people-led social justice movements, while they continued to challenge 
corruption. 
   
Technology in the Public Interest 
Identifying Injustice, Inequity Perpetuated by New Tech › 
Eric Sears, Associate Director, Technology in the Public Interest, reflects on work to address and 
prevent the inequities and harms often built into new technologies. 
 
 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation   [to 6 Feb 2021] 

https://mellon.org/ 
Mellon News, Press Releases 
Events 
Storytelling for Justice: How Libraries and Archives Hold History to Account 

https://www.macfound.org/press/perspectives/engaging-community-members-in-criminal-justice-reform
https://www.macfound.org/press/perspectives/laying-the-groundwork-to-respond-to-crisis
https://www.macfound.org/press/perspectives/ambassadors-for-truth-and-equality
https://www.macfound.org/press/perspectives/the-collaborative-work-of-genius
https://www.macfound.org/press/perspectives/impactful-grantees-and-political-conditions
https://www.macfound.org/press/perspectives/responding-quickly-to-a-challenging-year-in-nigeria
https://www.macfound.org/press/perspectives/identifying-injustice,-inequity-perpetuated-by-new-tech
https://mellon.org/
https://mellon.org/news-blog/articles/storytelling-justice-how-libraries-and-archives-hold-history-account/


   

  

Feb. 10, 2021 
5:00pm ET   Online conversation 
   Mellon Foundation President Dr. Elizabeth Alexander will lead a wide-ranging conversation with 
Librarian of Congress Dr. Carla D. Hayden, UCLA Professor/Project Director, Million Dollar Hoods Dr. 
Kelly Lytle Hernández, and Liberatory Memory Worker and PhD candidate of the Department of 
Anthropology at Harvard University Jarrett Martin Drake. The panelists will discuss how libraries and 
archives are both empowering underrepresented communities and advocating for increased 
representation of marginalized stories and experiences in our country’s historical record. 
   RSVP here to attend this engaging conversation and Q&A. 
 
 
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://www.moore.org/news 
News 
Moore Foundation aims to advance the frontier of experimental physics  

February 2, 2021  

    The Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation announced a new $190.5 million initiative to advance the 

basic research frontier in experimental physics. The new Moore Investigators in Experimental Physics 
Initiative will support scientists who are in their fifth- to tenth-year career stage at U.S. universities… 
   Over the next eleven years, the new initiative will select and support outstanding individual 
investigators, and provide them with access to an instrumentation fund, to support cutting-edge 
research in experimental physics and improve scientific understanding of the natural world. In addition, 
the foundation will host convocations and interactions among the investigators to unleash creativity 
through exchanging ideas, and fostering collaboration that will lead to insightful experiments and new 
discoveries. The initiative has also been intentionally designed to include incentives for investigators to 
promote diversity in physics, astrophysics, and geophysics.  
 
 
Open Society Foundations  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/newsroom 
Newsroom 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
http://www.packard.org/news/ 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Pew Charitable Trusts  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room 
Press Releases & Statements  
February 2, 2021 
Pew Applauds Costa Rica’s Bold New Plan to Protect Coastal Wetlands 
Government shows global leadership in its commitment to nature-based solutions to climate change 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe7xu0jnHK32wOn_8JqEf531S4qVIOxaKVIlIzeWFE5rc7ZIw/viewform
https://mellon.org/news-blog/articles/ucla-establish-archive-policing-and-mass-incarceration-los-angeles/
https://mellon.org/news-blog/articles/ucla-establish-archive-policing-and-mass-incarceration-los-angeles/
https://www.moore.org/news
https://www.moore.org/article-detail?newsUrlName=moore-foundation-aims-to-advance-the-frontier-of-experimental-physics
https://www.moore.org/initiative-strategy-detail?initiativeId=moore-investigators-in-experimental-physics-initiative
https://www.moore.org/initiative-strategy-detail?initiativeId=moore-investigators-in-experimental-physics-initiative
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/newsroom
http://www.packard.org/news/
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room
https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room/press-releases-and-statements/2021/02/01/pew-applauds-costa-ricas-bold-new-plan-to-protect-coastal-wetlands


   

  

Rockefeller Foundation  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/ 
Report 
Risk Assessment and Testing Considerations for SARS-CoV-2 Transmission in Congregate 
Care Facilities 
PDF Download  
    With over two million seniors and Americans with disabilities currently living in nursing homes and 
other congregate care facilities (CCFs) across the United States, this at-risk group has been 
disproportionately impacted by the Covid-19 pandemic: 140,000 residents and 1,000 staff have died 
since March 2020. In response, a new report by the Duke-Margolis Center for Health Policy, with 
support from The Rockefeller Foundation, provides technical guidance to develop testing protocols to 
significantly reduce the risk of Covid-19 transmission and protect residents, staff, and visitors, as 
vaccination efforts scale up… 
 
Feb 04 2021  Press Releases 
Atlas AI Launches Aperture™ – Unlocking Unparalleled Insight to Target Investments and 
Drive Impact in Emerging Markets 
   PALO ALTO, CALIFORNIA – Atlas AI today announced the launch of Aperture™, a market and 
economic intelligence platform unlocking unparalleled insight into demographic, economic and 
infrastructure conditions across the emerging markets.  Aperture integrates Atlas AI’s proprietary data 
layers into a user-friendly web-based application to enable site selection, market prioritization and 
network optimization for businesses and investors making high stakes location-based decisions in 
regions traditionally starved for reliable and timely data.   Aperture is available for the full continent of 
Africa at launch, with plans to expand the software globally later in 2021… 
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
Feb 04 2021  Press Releases 
Research Commissioned by The Rockefeller Foundation Strengthens Evidence Base for 
Reopening K-12 Schools with Robust Covid-19 Testing Programs 
   Adding a weekly testing regimen can reduce in-school infections by 50% and increase confidence in 
safety for staff and families Half of teachers who quit teaching due to Covid-19 report … 
 
Feb 03 2021  Press Releases 
The Rockefeller Foundation Commits Nearly USD 35 Million to Covid-19 Response Efforts 
in Africa 
   Part of Foundation’s Billion-Dollar Global Commitment to Ending the Pandemic and Providing 
Sustainable Pathways out of Poverty    NAIROBI | February 3, 2021 – The Rockefeller Foundation 
announces an initial USD 34.95 million … 
 
Feb 02 2021  Press Releases 
The Rockefeller Foundation Opportunity Collective Increases to $15 Million Commitment 
to Support BIPOC-Owned Businesses 
   Expanded commitment announced as part of Clinton Global Initiative Action Network NEW YORK – 
As part of its ongoing effort to promote more inclusive growth in a post-pandemic recovery and over … 
 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom.html 

https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/report/risk-assessment-and-testing-considerations-for-sars-cov-2-transmission-in-congregate-care-facilities/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/report/risk-assessment-and-testing-considerations-for-sars-cov-2-transmission-in-congregate-care-facilities/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Risk-Assessment-and-Testing-Considerations-for-SARS-CoV-2-Transmission-in-Congregate-Care-Facilities.pdf
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/news/atlas-ai-launches-aperture-unlocking-unparalleled-insight-to-target-investments-and-drive-impact-in-emerging-markets/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/news/atlas-ai-launches-aperture-unlocking-unparalleled-insight-to-target-investments-and-drive-impact-in-emerging-markets/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/news/research-commissioned-by-the-rockefeller-foundation-strengthens-evidence-base-for-reopening-k-12-schools-with-robust-covid-19-testing-programs/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/news/research-commissioned-by-the-rockefeller-foundation-strengthens-evidence-base-for-reopening-k-12-schools-with-robust-covid-19-testing-programs/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/news/the-rockefeller-foundation-commits-nearly-usd-35-million-to-covid-19-response-efforts-in-africa/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/news/the-rockefeller-foundation-commits-nearly-usd-35-million-to-covid-19-response-efforts-in-africa/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/news/the-rockefeller-foundation-opportunity-collective-increases-to-15-million-commitment-to-support-bipoc-owned-businesses/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/news/the-rockefeller-foundation-opportunity-collective-increases-to-15-million-commitment-to-support-bipoc-owned-businesses/
https://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom.html


   

  

Latest News and Highlights 
Congressional Testimony by RWJF on Health Equity and the U.S. Vaccine Rollout 
February 3, 2021  
   Hearing testimony delivered by RWJF Executive Vice President Julie Morita to U.S. House of 
Representatives Committee on Energy and Commerce Subcommittee on Health “Road to Recovery: 
Ramping Up Covid-19 Vaccines, Testing, and Medical Supply Chain.” 
 
 
Science Philanthropy Alliance   [to 6 Feb 2021] 
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/ 
“…a group of organizations working together to increase philanthropic support for basic scientific 
research on a global basis…” 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SDGFunders  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
http://sdgfunders.org/ 
SDG Philanthropy Platform is a collaboration between philanthropy and the greater international 
development community led by Foundation Center, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
and Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, and supported by the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, Ford 
Foundation and the MasterCard Foundation, the Brach Family Foundation, and other key organizations 
such as Asociación de Fundaciones Empresariales (AFE) in Colombia, Brach Family Charitable 
Foundation, CAF America, Council on Foundations, East Africa Association of Grantmakers (EAAG), 
European Foundation Centre, Filantropi Indonesia (FI), GlobalGiving, The Humanitarian Forum, World 
Congress of Muslim Philanthropists, and Worldwide Initiatives for Grantmaker Support (WINGS). 
Selected Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://sloan.org/about/press  
Press Releases  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
News 
Opinion 
Four reasons why we need multiple vaccines for Covid-19 
Having a range of Covid-19 vaccines available for people to use around the world will be essential to 
bringing the pandemic under control. Here’s why.  
Charlie Weller, Head of Vaccines Programme 
:: Going into 2021, a handful of vaccines to protect against Covid-19 were already approved for use in 
parts of the world.  
:: So why, with highly effective vaccines already in use, is it important to keep working on and 
investing in the hundreds of Covid-19 vaccines still in development?  
 

https://www.rwjf.org/en/library/articles-and-news/2021/02/testimony-by-RWJF-executive-vice-president-julie-morita-on-united-states-vaccine-rollout.html
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/
http://sdgfunders.org/
https://sloan.org/about/press
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news
https://wellcome.org/news/four-reasons-why-we-need-multiple-vaccines-covid-19


   

  

:::::: 
 
Candid [formerly Foundation Center and GuideStar]  [to 6 Feb 2021 
https://candid.org/about/press-room?fcref=pg 
Press Room 
February 4, 2021  
New Initiative Calls for 30% of Climate Funding to Back Justice Groups Led by People of 
Color 
Source: Inside Philanthropy  
 
 
Council on Foundations  [to 6 Feb 2021] 
https://www.cof.org/newsroom 
Newsroom/Blog Posts 
No new digest content identified. 

 
 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 
 

:: Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in human 
rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be exhaustive. We will 
add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon recommendation from 
readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content but note that successful access 
to some of the articles and other content may require subscription or other access arrangement unique 
to the publisher. Please suggest additional journals you feel warrant coverage. 
 
AJOB Empirical Bioethics 
Volume 12, 2020 Issue 1  
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/uabr21/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
AMA Journal of Ethics 
Volume 23, Number 2: E83-211 Feb 2021 
https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/issue/racial-and-ethnic-health-equity-us-part-1 
Racial and Ethnic Health Equity in the US: Part 1 
   Health equity is defined by the World Health Organization as the “absence of unfair and avoidable or 
remediable differences in health among social groups.” Domestically and globally, health inequity is not 
a historical accident. Inequity today is not unfortunate—that is, not a product of a mere turn of the 
proverbial cosmic wheel—but unjust—that is, generated by colonial, White supremacist policies and 
practices structured and maintained over time, forged to persist in hierarchies that serve some of us, 
our ancestors, and our descendants well and some of us, our ancestors, and our descendants ill. 
This first of a 2-part theme issue focuses specifically on racial and ethnic inequity in morbidity, 
mortality, and access to services that are endemic to American life. We investigate health inequity as a 
product of transgenerational patterns of oppression that must be remediated by all of us 
compassionately and more deliberately and quickly than they were created.  

https://candid.org/about/press-room?fcref=pg
https://www.insidephilanthropy.com/home/2020/2/4/new-initiative-calls-for-30-of-climate-funding-to-back-justice-groups-led-by-people-of-color
https://www.insidephilanthropy.com/home/2020/2/4/new-initiative-calls-for-30-of-climate-funding-to-back-justice-groups-led-by-people-of-color
https://www.cof.org/newsroom
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/uabr21/current
https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/issue/racial-and-ethnic-health-equity-us-part-1
https://www.who.int/sdhconference/resources/ConceptualframeworkforactiononSDH_eng.pdf
https://www.who.int/sdhconference/resources/ConceptualframeworkforactiononSDH_eng.pdf


   

  

 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
February 2021  Volume 49 Issue 2  p137-280 
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
February 2021  Volume 60  Issue 2  p151-310 
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
February 2021  111(2) 
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
Volume 104, Issue 1, January 2021  
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/14761645/104/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
January 2021  Volume 174, Issue 1 
http://annals.org/aim/issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Antiquity – A Review of World Archeology 
Latest Issue: Issue 378 - December 2020 
https://antiquity.ac.uk/latest 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Artificial Intelligence – An International Journal 
Volume 291  February 2021 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/artificial-intelligence/vol/291/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed 6 Feb 2021) 

http://www.ajicjournal.org/current
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/14761645/104/1
http://annals.org/aim/issue
https://antiquity.ac.uk/latest
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Cost per DALY averted in low, middle- and high-income countries: evidence from the 
global burden of disease study to estimate the cost-effectiveness thresholds  
Determining the cost-effectiveness thresholds for healthcare interventions has been a severe challenge 
for policymakers, especially in low- and middle-income countries. This study aimed to estimate the cost 
per disability-adjusted life-year (DALY) averted for countries with different levels of Human 
Development Index (HDI) and Gross Domestic Product (GDP). 
Authors: Rajabali Daroudi, Ali Akbari Sari, Azin Nahvijou and Ahmad Faramarzi 
Content type: Research 
4 February 2021 
 
 
BMJ Global Health 
February 2021 - Volume 6 - 2 
https://gh.bmj.com/content/6/2 
Commentary 
The new WHO Foundation — global health deserves better (5 February, 2021)  
Nason Maani, May CI Van Schalkwyk, Mark Petticrew, Rob Ralston, Jeff Collin 
Summary box 
:: The WHO plays a crucial role in global health but has had well-documented issues with funding in 
terms of the models of funding adopted, the size and sources of contributions and the influence of 
certain donors in driving specific priorities. 
:: This year the WHO Foundation has been launched as a way to broaden the WHO donor pool. We 
describe a lack of clarity about the applicability of Framework of Engagement with Non-State Actors 
(FENSA) norms and practices to this new entity. 
:: The risks regarding undue corporate influence at the expense of independence were at the core of 
the protected negotiations underpinning the development of the FENSA that guides the WHO itself, but 
do not appear to be reflected in the Foundations’ governance structures. 
:: Considering past failed initiatives, and how many global health challenges, including non-
communicable diseases and climate change, are driven by powerful transnational companies, the WHO 
cannot afford to be seen to sacrifice independence or impartiality to the commercial determinants of 
health in pursuit of funding. 
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The introduction of generics after the loss of patent exclusivity plays a major role in budget savings by 
significantly decreasing drug prices. The aims of this study were to estimate the budget savings from 
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Rapid Ethical Assessment: a qualitative study  
Informed consent is a universally accepted precondition for scientific researches involving human 
participants. However, various factors influence the process of obtaining authentic informed consent, 
and researchers particularly working in resource-poor countries often face considerable difficulties in 
implementing the universally recommended procedures for obtaining informed consent. We have 
conducted this Rapid Ethical Assessment (REA) to accommodate the local cultural norms and to 
understand the relevant ethical issues in the Silti community before the conduct of a cluster-
randomized controlled trial. 
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The impact of non-pharmaceutical interventions on SARS-CoV-2 transmission across 130 
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Non-pharmaceutical interventions (NPIs) are used to reduce transmission of SARS coronavirus 2 
(SARS-CoV-2) that causes coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19). However, empirical evidence of the 
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The importance of supplementary immunisation activities to prevent measles outbreaks 
during the COVID-19 pandemic in Kenya  
The COVID-19 pandemic has disrupted routine measles immunisation and supplementary immunisation 
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Effect of intensive training in improving older women's knowledge and support for infant 
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One of the strategies for improving vaccination uptake is to make communities understand the 
importance of immunization and this is expected to drive the demand for vaccines. Building the 
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Quality in crisis: a systematic review of the quality of health systems in humanitarian 
settings  
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system quality, this paper aimed to examine the evidence on the quality of health systems in 
humanitarian settings. 
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Complex challenges facing countries, such as COVID-19, cut across health, education, environment, 
financial and other sectors. Addressing these challenges requires the range of responsible sectors and 
intersecting services – across health, education, social and financial protection, economic development, 
law enforcement, among others – transform the way they work together towards shared goals. While 
the necessity of MSC is recognized, research is needed to understand how sectors collaborate, inform 
how to do so more efficiently, effectively and equitably, and ascertain similarities and differences 
across contexts. To answer these questions and inform practice, research to strengthen the evidence-
base on MSC is critical. 
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The theme of this edition of Humanitarian Exchange, co-edited with Sherin Alsheikh Ahmed from 
Islamic Relief Worldwide, is disability inclusion in humanitarian action. Persons with disabilities are not 
only disproportionately impacted by conflicts, disasters and other emergencies, but also face barriers to 
accessing humanitarian assistance. At the same time, global commitments and standards and the IASC 
Guidelines on the inclusion of persons with disabilities in humanitarian action all emphasise how 
persons with disabilities are also active agents of change. Disability and age-focused organisations have 
led on testing and demonstrating how inclusion can be done better. Yet despite this progress, 
challenges to effective inclusion remain. 
 
As Kirstin Lange notes in the lead article, chief among these challenges is humanitarian agencies’ lack 
of engagement with organisations of persons with disabilities. Simione Bula, Elizabeth Morgan and 
Teresa Thomson look at disability inclusion in humanitarian response in the Pacific, and Kathy Al Jubeh 
and Alradi Abdalla argue for a ‘participation revolution’, building on learning from the gender 
movement. Tchaurea Fleury and Sulayman AbdulMumuni Ujah outline how the Bridge Article 11 
training initiative is encouraging constructive exchange between humanitarian and disability actors. The 
lack of good, disaggregated data is highlighted by Sarah Collinson; Frances Hill, Jim Cranshaw and 
Carys Hughes emphasise the need for training resources in local languages and accessible formats; and 
Sophie Van Eetvelt and colleagues report on a review of the evidence on inclusion of people with 
disabilities and older people. 
 
Rebecca Molyneux and co-authors analyse the findings of a review of a DFID programme in north-east 
Nigeria, while Carolin Funke highlights the importance of strategic partnerships between disability-
focused organisations, drawing on her research in Cox’s Bazar. Sherin Alsheikh Ahmed describes 
Islamic Relief Worldwide’s approach to mainstreaming protection and inclusion, while Pauline Thivillier 
and Valentina Shafina outline IRC’s Client Responsive Programming. The edition ends with reflections 
by Mirela Turcanu and Yves Ngunzi Kahashi on CAFOD’s SADI approach. 
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JAMA Network 
COVID-19 Update   February 6, 2021  
These articles on COVID-19 were published across the JAMA Network in the last week. 
Patient Information 
Necessity of 2 Doses of the Pfizer and Moderna COVID-19 Vaccines  
Edward H. Livingston, MD  
 
 
JAMA Pediatrics  
February 2021, Vol 175, No. 2, Pages 115-216  
http://archpedi.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx 
Viewpoint 
Clarifying the Sweeping Consequences of COVID-19 in Pregnant Women, Newborns, and 
Children With Existing Cohorts  
Yanhong Jessika Hu, PhD; Melissa Wake, MD; Richard Saffery, PhD  
free access has active quiz  
JAMA Pediatr. 2021;175(2):117-118. doi:10.1001/jamapediatrics.2020.2395  
   This Viewpoint describes needs for defining the outcomes of the coronavirus disease 2019 pandemic 
on pregnant women, neonates, and children and proposes that fulfilling those needs will require 
engaging with existing research cohorts. 
 
Should We Mandate a COVID-19 Vaccine for Children?  
Douglas J. Opel, MD, MPH; Douglas S. Diekema, MD, MPH; Lainie Friedman Ross, MD, PhD  
free access has audio  
JAMA Pediatr. 2021;175(2):125-126. doi:10.1001/jamapediatrics.2020.3019  
   This Viewpoint examines the evidence for vaccination of children against coronavirus disease 2019 
(COVID-19)….” Nevertheless, with these criteria as a framework, the only logical conclusion is that we 
currently know too little about the performance of any of the candidate COVID-19 vaccines or the 
epidemiology of SARS-CoV-2 in children to make any firm judgments about whether a COVID-19 
vaccine should be mandatory in children. Yet, it is not too early to begin integrating these criteria into 
our planning to help ensure we get this decision right. Our nation's children deserve as much.” 
 
Editorial 
It’s Time to Put Children and Young People First During the Global COVID-19 Pandemic  
Saul N. Faust, MD, PhD; Alasdair P. S. Munro, MD  
 
COVID-19 and Human Trafficking—the Amplified Impact on Vulnerable Populations  
Jonathan Todres, JD; Angela Diaz, MD  
free access  
JAMA Pediatr. 2021;175(2):123-124. doi:10.1001/jamapediatrics.2020.3610  
   This Viewpoint discusses the negative effects that COVID-19 has had and will have on individuals at 
risk of or exploited in human trafficking. 
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Journal of Development Economics 
Volume 149  March 2021 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/journal-of-development-economics/vol/149/suppl/C 
Research article  Abstract only 
Resources, conflict, and economic development in Africa 
Achyuta Adhvaryu, James Fenske, Gaurav Khanna, Anant Nyshadham 
Article 102598 
 
Research article  Abstract only 
Empowering refugees through cash and agriculture: A regression discontinuity design 
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Local Governance Quality and the Environmental Cost of Forced Migration 
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The Lancet 
Feb 06, 2021  Volume 397  Number 10273  p445-554 
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/issue/current 
Editorial 
Genomic sequencing in pandemics 
The Lancet 
 
Comment 
Doing better for women and children in armed conflict settings 
Zulfiqar A Bhutta, et al 
 
A commitment to support the world's most vulnerable women, children, and adolescents 
Helen Clark 
 
Series 
Women's and Children's Health in Conflict Settings 
The political and security dimensions of the humanitarian health response to violent 
conflict 
Paul H Wise, et al for the BRANCH Consortium 
Summary  
The nature of armed conflict throughout the world is intensely dynamic. Consequently, the protection 
of non-combatants and the provision of humanitarian services must continually adapt to this changing 
conflict environment. Complex political affiliations, the systematic use of explosive weapons and sexual 
violence, and the use of new communication technology, including social media, have created new 
challenges for humanitarian actors in negotiating access to affected populations and security for their 
own personnel. The nature of combatants has also evolved as armed, non-state actors might have 
varying motivations, use different forms of violence, and engage in a variety of criminal activities to 
generate requisite funds. New health threats, such as the COVID-19 pandemic, and new capabilities, 
such as modern trauma care, have also created new challenges and opportunities for humanitarian 
health provision. In response, humanitarian policies and practices must develop negotiation and safety 
capabilities, informed by political and security realities on the ground, and guidance from affected 
communities. More fundamentally, humanitarian policies will need to confront a changing geopolitical 
environment, in which traditional humanitarian norms and protections might encounter wavering 
support in the years to come.  
 
Women's and Children's Health in Conflict Settings 
The effects of armed conflict on the health of women and children 
Eran Bendavid, et al and the BRANCH Consortium Steering Committee 
Summary  
Women and children bear substantial morbidity and mortality as a result of armed conflicts. This Series 
paper focuses on the direct (due to violence) and indirect health effects of armed conflict on women 
and children (including adolescents) worldwide. We estimate that nearly 36 million children and 16 
million women were displaced in 2017, on the basis of international databases of refugees and 
internally displaced populations. From geospatial analyses we estimate that the number of non-
displaced women and children living dangerously close to armed conflict (within 50 km) increased from 
185 million women and 250 million children in 2000, to 265 million women and 368 million children in 
2017. Women's and children's mortality risk from non-violent causes increases substantially in response 
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to nearby conflict, with more intense and more chronic conflicts leading to greater mortality increases. 
More than 10 million deaths in children younger than 5 years can be attributed to conflict between 
1995 and 2015 globally. Women of reproductive ages living near high intensity conflicts have three 
times higher mortality than do women in peaceful settings. Current research provides fragmentary 
evidence about how armed conflict indirectly affects the survival chances of women and children 
through malnutrition, physical injuries, infectious diseases, poor mental health, and poor sexual and 
reproductive health, but major systematic evidence is sparse, hampering the design and 
implementation of essential interventions for mitigating the harms of armed conflicts.  
 
Women's and Children's Health in Conflict Settings 
Delivering health interventions to women, children, and adolescents in conflict settings: 
what have we learned from ten country case studies? 
Neha S Singh, et al  and the BRANCH Consortium Steering Committee 
Summary  
Armed conflict disproportionately affects the morbidity, mortality, and wellbeing of women, newborns, 
children, and adolescents. Our study presents insights from a collection of ten country case studies 
aiming to assess the provision of sexual, reproductive, maternal, newborn, child, and adolescent health 
and nutrition interventions in ten conflict-affected settings in Afghanistan, Colombia, Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, Mali, Nigeria, Pakistan, Somalia, South Sudan, Syria, and Yemen. We found that 
despite large variations in contexts and decision making processes, antenatal care, basic emergency 
obstetric and newborn care, comprehensive emergency obstetric and newborn care, immunisation, 
treatment of common childhood illnesses, infant and young child feeding, and malnutrition treatment 
and screening were prioritised in these ten conflict settings. Many lifesaving women's and children's 
health (WCH) services, including the majority of reproductive, newborn, and adolescent health 
services, are not reported as being delivered in the ten conflict settings, and interventions to address 
stillbirths are absent. International donors remain the primary drivers of influencing the what, where, 
and how of implementing WCH interventions. Interpretation of WCH outcomes in conflict settings are 
particularly context-dependent given the myriad of complex factors that constitute conflict and their 
interactions. Moreover, the comprehensiveness and quality of data remain limited in conflict settings. 
The dynamic nature of modern conflict and the expanding role of non-state armed groups in large 
geographic areas pose new challenges to delivering WCH services. However, the humanitarian system 
is creative and pluralistic and has developed some novel solutions to bring lifesaving WCH services 
closer to populations using new modes of delivery. These solutions, when rigorously evaluated, can 
represent concrete response to current implementation challenges to modern armed conflicts.  
 
Women's and Children's Health in Conflict Settings 
Delivering health and nutrition interventions for women and children in different conflict 
contexts: a framework for decision making on what, when, and how 
Michelle F Gaffey, et al and the BRANCH Consortium Steering Committee 
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Feb 2021  Volume 3  Number 2  e67-e134 
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/landig/issue/current 
Viewpoint 
Ethical issues in using ambient intelligence in health-care settings 
Nicole Martinez-Martin, et al 
Summary 
Ambient intelligence is increasingly finding applications in health-care settings, such as helping to 
ensure clinician and patient safety by monitoring staff compliance with clinical best practices or 
relieving staff of burdensome documentation tasks. Ambient intelligence involves using contactless 
sensors and contact-based wearable devices embedded in health-care settings to collect data (eg, 
imaging data of physical spaces, audio data, or body temperature), coupled with machine learning 
algorithms to efficiently and effectively interpret these data. Despite the promise of ambient 
intelligence to improve quality of care, the continuous collection of large amounts of sensor data in 
health-care settings presents ethical challenges, particularly in terms of privacy, data management, 
bias and fairness, and informed consent. Navigating these ethical issues is crucial not only for the 
success of individual uses, but for acceptance of the field as a whole. 
 
 
Lancet Global Health 
Feb 2021  Volume 9  Number 2  e99-e217 
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/issue/current 
Comment 
What could fair allocation of an efficacious COVID-19 vaccine look like in South Africa? 
Keymanthri Moodley, Theresa Rossouw 
 
Articles 
Global Fund contributions to health security in ten countries, 2014–20: mapping synergies 
between vertical disease programmes and capacities for preventing, detecting, and 
responding to public health emergencies 
Matthew R Boyce, Aurelia Attal-Juncqua, Jessica Lin, Stephanie McKay, Rebecca Katz 
 
 
Lancet Infectious Diseases 
Feb 2021  Volume 21  Number 2  p149-296, e16-e35 
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/issue/current 
Editorial 
An exceptional vaccination policy in exceptional circumstances 
The Lancet Infectious Diseases 
Just as hope for relief from the COVID-19 pandemic brightened in December, with emergency use 
approval for vaccines following phase 3 trials and the start of immunisation programmes, 
unprecedented numbers of cases, hospital admissions, and deaths have been recorded, including in 
countries such as Germany and Japan that were previously celebrated for their public health response. 
Predictions that the northern hemisphere winter would be a difficult time for control of COVID-19, as is 
typically the case with respiratory viral diseases, have proved to be correct. Emergence in South Africa 
and the UK of new variants of severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) that are 
substantially more transmissible, has added to concerns that health services will be overwhelmed. 
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Alarm over the rapid rise in cases led to an unexpected policy twist in the UK on Dec 30: on top of a 
third national lockdown, the chief medical officers of the four nations of the UK announced that the 
second dose of vaccines against SARS-CoV-2 should be given at up to 12 weeks after the first dose 
rather than the recommended interval of 3–4 weeks, on the basis of advice from the Joint Committee 
on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI). While supplies of vaccine remain limited, the JCVI 
recommends “initially prioritising delivery of the first vaccine dose as this is highly likely to have a 
greater public health impact in the short term and reduce the number of preventable deaths from 
COVID-19”. The rationale is that if 95% of people are protected from disease after two doses (as 
determined in the phase 3 trial of the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine) and 90% after one dose (JCVI 
estimate), then 19 of 20 people will be protected by two doses but when given as single doses to 40 
people 36 will be protected. The WHO Strategic Advisory Group of Experts (SAGE) on immunisation has 
advised that the interval between doses of the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine can be up to 6 weeks in 
“exceptional epidemiological circumstances”. The Canadian province of British Columbia will extend the 
vaccine interval to 5 weeks, and other countries are reported to be considering extending the dosing 
interval while awaiting delivery of more vaccine. 
 
Given that vaccine approval is based on a dosing interval of 3 or 4 week, that efficacy of single doses 
was not formally tested in randomised trials, and that estimated efficacy of single doses is based on 
unplanned analyses of few data from these trials, the decision to prioritise the first dose has naturally 
drawn criticism. The British Medical Association described the decision as “unreasonable and totally 
unfair”, pointing out the logistical difficulties in rebooking vaccination appointment for the elderly and 
vulnerable people who have already received their first immunisation. Anthony Fauci, director of the US 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, said that the US vaccination programme would 
proceed with the approved two-dose schedule, noting the lack of data on extending the period to the 
second immunisation. 
 
An important concern is the durability of immunity in the extended dosing interval. Some COVID-19 
cases after the first vaccine dose are inevitable among people infected around the time of 
immunisation—as was observed in clinical trials—because protective immunity takes about 2 weeks to 
become established. However, if immunity wanes during the interval between doses, post-vaccination 
infections will be more common, thus reducing the impact of—and public confidence in—the 
vaccination programme. As John Roberts and colleagues point out, duration of immunity to viral spike 
protein induced by mRNA vaccines such as the Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna ones is unknown, and in 
animal models neutralising antibody production falls at about 28 days from first vaccination. By 
contrast, these authors note that for viral-vector vaccines (eg, Oxford-AstraZeneca ChAdOx1), there is 
evidence to support an extended interval between doses. Another unknown is whether potentially 
suboptimal immunity will foster evolution of vaccine-escape mutants of SARS-CoV-2. In this regard, 
some reassurance comes from a report that the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine produces antibodies that 
neutralise SARS-CoV-2 carrying the N501Y mutation found in the South African and UK variants. 
 
Independent SAGE, a group of UK scientists not known for their support of government COVID-19 
policy, has endorsed the decision “to pursue coverage of as high a proportion of the population as 
possible, as quickly as possible”, noting that it must be part of a comprehensive strategy that includes 
prospective evaluation of different dosing intervals. Given the urgent need to suppress a rise in cases 
caused by a new viral variant, we believe that extending the dosing interval is an expedient, short-term 
decision while there are constraints on vaccine supply. 
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Editorial 
Realising the potential of SARS-CoV-2 vaccines—a long shot? 
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   … The ability of SARS-CoV-2 vaccines to prevent infection or ongoing transmission remains unclear. 
The impact of immunisation on hospital admissions will be an important focus as countries aim to keep 
health-care systems running and protect those most at risk of severe disease in the face of high levels 
of transmission. Emerging SARS-CoV-2 variants are a cause for concern. New variants include B.1.1.7, 
which recently emerged in the UK, B.1.351, and P.1. These lineages appear to be more transmissible 
than previous strains, although there is currently no evidence that they cause more severe disease or 
compromise the efficacy of available vaccines. Surveillance is needed to detect escape variants at an 
early stage. New variants also emphasise the ongoing need for public health mitigation strategies and 
add to the urgency of vaccine rollout across the globe… 
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Viral targets for vaccines against COVID-19  
   As the world races to develop vaccines against SARS-CoV-2, Dai and Gao highlight which viral targets 
are best to include in a vaccine and how this impacts the induced immune response and, ultimately, 
the safety and efficacy of a vaccine. 
Lianpan Dai  & George F. Gao 
 
Review Article | 22 December 2020  
A guide to vaccinology: from basic principles to new developments  
   This Review, aimed at a broad scientific audience, provides an introductory guide to the history, 
development and immunological basis of vaccines, immunization and related issues to provide insight 
into the challenges facing immunologists who are designing the next generation of vaccines. 
Andrew J. Pollard  & Else M. Bijker 
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Image-based profiling for drug discovery: due for a machine-learning upgrade?  
   Image-based profiling is a strategy to mine the rich information in biological images. Carpenter and 
colleagues discuss how the application of machine learning is renewing interest in image-based 
profiling for all aspects of the drug discovery process, from understanding disease mechanisms to 
predicting a drug’s activity or mechanism of action. 
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Julie L. Gerberding, M.D., M.P.H., and Barton F. Haynes, M.D. 
   … Vaccines remain the most effective tool for preventing infectious diseases and improving global 
health. Remarkable progress has been made with the use of vaccines, including the eradication of 
smallpox and the control of childhood diseases such as measles, mumps, rubella, and polio. New 
insights into the functioning of the immune system on a cellular and molecular level have made 
possible the rapid development of new vaccines. Difficulties facing vaccinologists include predicting the 
type and timing of the next pandemic; developing vaccines to combat rapidly changing pathogens such 
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as HIV-1, influenza, and multidrug-resistant bacteria; and establishing rapid-response strategies to 
control emerging and reemerging infectious diseases. The future holds great promise for vaccine-
mediated control of global pathogens, but providing affordable access to effective vaccines for 
everyone who could benefit from them remains an important challenge. 
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Conclusions 
The mRNA-1273 vaccine showed 94.1% efficacy at preventing Covid-19 illness, including severe 
disease. Aside from transient local and systemic reactions, no safety concerns were identified. (Funded 
by the Biomedical Advanced Research and Development Authority and the National Institute of Allergy 
and Infectious Diseases; COVE ClinicalTrials.gov number, NCT04470427. .) 
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Research Article | published 04 Feb 2021 PLOS Genetics  
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Abstract 
Generative models have shown breakthroughs in a wide spectrum of domains due to recent 
advancements in machine learning algorithms and increased computational power. Despite these 
impressive achievements, the ability of generative models to create realistic synthetic data is still 
under-exploited in genetics and absent from population genetics. Yet a known limitation in the field is 
the reduced access to many genetic databases due to concerns about violations of individual privacy, 
although they would provide a rich resource for data mining and integration towards advancing genetic 
studies. In this study, we demonstrated that deep generative adversarial networks (GANs) and 
restricted Boltzmann machines (RBMs) can be trained to learn the complex distributions of real 
genomic datasets and generate novel high-quality artificial genomes (AGs) with none to little privacy 
loss. We show that our generated AGs replicate characteristics of the source dataset such as allele 
frequencies, linkage disequilibrium, pairwise haplotype distances and population structure. Moreover, 
they can also inherit complex features such as signals of selection. To illustrate the promising outcomes 
of our method, we showed that imputation quality for low frequency alleles can be improved by data 
augmentation to reference panels with AGs and that the RBM latent space provides a relevant encoding 
of the data, hence allowing further exploration of the reference dataset and features for solving 
supervised tasks. Generative models and AGs have the potential to become valuable assets in genetic 
studies by providing a rich yet compact representation of existing genomes and high-quality, easy-
access and anonymous alternatives for private databases. 
Author summary 
Generative neural networks have been effectively used in many different domains in the last decade, 
including machine dreamt photo-realistic imagery. In our work, we apply a similar concept to genetic 
data to automatically learn its structure and, for the first time, produce high quality realistic genomes. 
These novel genomes are distinct from the original ones used for training the generative networks. We 
show that artificial genomes, as we name them, retain many complex characteristics of real genomes 
and the heterogeneous relationships between individuals. They can be used in intricate analyses such 
as imputation of missing data as we demonstrated. We believe they have a high potential to become 
alternatives for many genome databases which are not publicly available or require long application 
procedures or collaborations and remove an important accessibility barrier in genomic research in 
particular for underrepresented populations. 
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Ethics of emerging infectious disease outbreak responses: Using Ebola virus disease as a 
case study of limited resource allocation  
Ariadne A. Nichol, Annick Antierens  
Research Article | published 02 Feb 2021 PLOS ONE  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0246320  
Abstract 
Emerging infectious diseases such as Ebola Virus Disease (EVD), Nipah Virus Encephalitis and Lassa 
fever pose significant epidemic threats. Responses to emerging infectious disease outbreaks frequently 
occur in resource-constrained regions and under high pressure to quickly contain the outbreak prior to 
potential spread. As seen in the 2020 EVD outbreaks in the Democratic Republic of Congo and the 
current COVID-19 pandemic, there is a continued need to evaluate and address the ethical challenges 
that arise in the high stakes environment of an emerging infectious disease outbreak response. The 
research presented here provides analysis of the ethical challenges with regard to allocation of limited 
resources, particularly experimental therapeutics, using the 2013–2016 EVD outbreak in West Africa as 
a case study. In-depth semi-structured interviews were conducted with senior healthcare personnel (n 
= 16) from international humanitarian aid organizations intimately engaged in the 2013–2016 EVD 
outbreak response in West Africa. Interviews were recorded in private setting, transcribed, and 
iteratively coded using grounded theory methodology. A majority of respondents indicated a clear 
propensity to adopt an ethical framework of guiding principles for international responses to emerging 
infectious disease outbreaks. Respondents agreed that prioritization of frontline workers’ access to 
experimental therapeutics was warranted based on a principle of reciprocity. There was widespread 
acceptance of adaptive trial designs and greater trial transparency in providing access to experimental 
therapeutics. Many respondents also emphasized the importance of community engagement in limited 
resource allocation scheme design and culturally appropriate informed consent procedures. The study 
results inform a potential ethical framework of guiding principles based on the interview participants’ 
insights to be adopted by international response organizations and their healthcare workers in the face 
of allocating limited resources such as experimental therapeutics in future emerging infectious disease 
outbreaks to ease the moral burden of individual healthcare providers. 
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The debate around ethics review boards (IRBs) has assumed an increasingly central place in academic 
practice and discourse. In this article, we summarize a unique workshop (study-group) that convened 
at the University of Haifa, attended by 27 academics from around the globe, representing nine 
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grants end? 
 
Letters 
Beyond DNA: The rest of the story 
By Gregg Duncan, Yongsheng Ji, Marie-Caroline Lefort, Ruty Mehrian-Shai, Prosanta Chakrabarty, 
Maria Fernanda Torres Jimenez 
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Policy Forum 
Complicated legacies: The human genome at 20 
By Kathryn Maxson Jones, Robert Cook-Deegan, Charles N. Rotimi, Shawneequa L. Callier, Amy R. 
Bentley, Hallam Stevens, Kathryn A. Phillips, Jeroen P. Jansen, Christopher F. Weyant, Dorothy E. 
Roberts, Dina Zielinski, Yaniv Erlich, Nanibaa’ A. Garrison, Stephanie Russo Carroll, Pilar N. Ossorio, 
Yves Moreau, Maya Wang 
 
Perspective 
For better drugs, diversify clinical trials 
By Namandjé N. Bumpus 
Science05 Feb 2021 : 570-571 Full Access 
Genetic variation in drug metabolism can affect drug outcomes 
Summary 
COVID-19 has highlighted the devastating disparities that exist for Black, Latinx, and Indigenous 
people in health care and medicine in the United States and other parts of the world. As a result, the 
importance of ethnic diversity in clinical trials has entered public discourse. This moral issue is enough 
to warrant elevation. But there are also scientific considerations because a lack of diversity in clinical 
trials hinders the ability to fully understand variation and predict drug outcomes across populations, 
including those most hard-hit by a disease. 
 
 
Science Translational Medicine  
03 February 2021  Vol 13, Issue 579 
https://stm.sciencemag.org/ 
Review 
Development and deployment of COVID-19 vaccines for those most vulnerable 
By Wayne C. Koff, Theodore Schenkelberg, Tere Williams, Ralph S. Baric, Adrian McDermott, Cheryl M. 
Cameron, Mark J. Cameron, Matthew B. Friemann, Gabriele Neumann, Yoshihiro Kawaoka, Alyson A. 
Kelvin, Ted M. Ross, Stacey Schultz-Cherry, Timothy D. Mastro, Frances H. Priddy, Kristine A. Moore, 
Julia T. Ostrowsky, Michael T. Osterholm, Jaap Goudsmit 
Science Translational Medicine03 Feb 2021 Full Access 
Ensuring that COVID-19 vaccines are delivered to older populations and those living in low resource 
settings is essential to end the pandemic. 
Abstract 
   Development of safe and effective COVID-19 vaccines is a global priority and the best hope for 
ending the COVID-19 pandemic. Remarkably, in less than 1 year, vaccines have been developed and 
shown to be efficacious and are already being deployed worldwide. Yet, many challenges remain. 
Immune senescence and comorbidities in aging populations and immune dysregulation in populations 
living in low-resource settings may impede vaccine effectiveness. Distribution of vaccines among these 
populations where vaccine access is historically low remains challenging. In this Review, we address 
these challenges and provide strategies for ensuring that vaccines are developed and deployed for 
those most vulnerable. 
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Stanford Social Innovation Review 
Winter 2021   Volume 19, Number 1  
https://ssir.org/issue/winter_2021# 
   Read about how workers are using digital tools and online engagement during the COVID-19 
pandemic to achieve real benefits, how win-win strategies promoted by academics and business 
leaders are unproven and counterproductive, how human-centered design for social innovation has 
become more collaborative and focused on systems change, how employees are fighting to make their 
companies better corporate citizens, and other topics in the Winter 2021 issue of Stanford Social 
Innovation Review. 
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Theoretical Medicine and Bioethics 
Volume 41, issue 4, August 2020 
https://link.springer.com/journal/11017/volumes-and-issues/41-4 
Special Issue: Philosophical investigations into the essence of pediatric suffering 
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https://irct.org/publications/torture-journal/147 
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Volume 26, Issue 2  Pages: i-iv, 121-255  February 2021 
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[New issue; No digest content identified] 
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Vulnerable Children and Youth Studies  
An International Interdisciplinary Journal for Research, Policy and Care  
Volume 15, Issue 4, 2020 
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rvch20/current 
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World Heritage Review  
n°96 - December 2020  
http://whc.unesco.org/en/review/96/ 
Current Issue 
World Heritage and Biodiversity  
   These articles were prepared in anticipation of the UN Biodiversity Conference (COP 15) originally 
planned for October 2020 in Kunming, China, and the designation of a “biodiversity super year”. Many 
far-reaching decisions concerning the preservation of biodiversity were meant to be taken in 2020. But 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, a number of international meetings including COP 15 could not take 
place and have been postponed. 
 
 
           #                               #                               #                               # 
 
            #                               #                               #                               # 
 
The Sentinel is an open access publication, subject to the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License 
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/). Copyright is retained by the ge2p2 global foundation.  

 
            #                               #                               #                               # 
 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/travel-medicine-and-infectious-disease/vol/38/suppl/C
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13653156/current
https://unchronicle.un.org/
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rvch20/current
http://whc.unesco.org/en/review/96/
http://whc.unesco.org/en/review/96/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/

