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:: Week in Review  
A highly selective capture of strategic developments, research, commentary, analysis and 
announcements spanning Human Rights Action, Humanitarian Response, Health, Education, Holistic 
Development, Heritage Stewardship, Sustainable Resilience. Achieving a balance across these broad 
themes is a challenge and we appreciate your observations and ideas in this regard. This is not 
intended to be a "news and events" digest. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
COVID – Collateral Impacts 
 
Risk of Instability, Tension Growing, amid Glaring Inequalities in Global COVID-19 
Recovery, Top United Nations Officials Warn Security Council 
25 January 2021   SC/14422 
The sweeping and devastating effects of the COVID-19 pandemic are continuing to grow, and so too 
are the risks of instability and tension amidst glaring inequalities in the global recovery, senior United 
Nations officials warned today during a Security Council videoconference on the impact of the 
coronavirus outbreak on international peace and security. 
 
The meeting focused on the implementation of resolution 2532 (2020), adopted on 1 July 2020, in 
which the Council expressed its support for the Secretary-General’s appeal, made 100 days earlier, for 
a global ceasefire to help unite efforts to fight COVID-19 in the world’s most vulnerable 
countries.  Through that text, the 15-member organ also called for an immediate 90-day humanitarian 
pause to enable the safe, unhindered and sustained delivery of life-saving assistance. 
 
Rosemary DiCarlo, Under-Secretary-General for Political and Peacebuilding Affairs, said that the 
pandemic’s impact on peace and security has intensified — exacerbating inequality and corruption; 
breeding misinformation, stigmatization and hate speech; and creating new flashpoints for tension and 
increased risks of instability.  It is hindering diplomatic action and complicated peacemaking efforts, 
without for the most part affecting the underlying dynamics of armed conflicts.  The impact on women, 
youth and other marginalized groups is particularly alarming, she said. 
 
In some instances, the Secretary-General’s call for a global cessation of hostilities has given new 
momentum to faltering peace processes, she said, pointing to ceasefires in Libya and Ukraine, ongoing 
Afghanistan peace negotiations and the start of a disarmament process among insurgent groups in 
Mozambique.  Other places, however, have witnessed a dangerous escalation of tension, including 
large-scale fighting in Nagorno-Karabakh.  Without exception, United Nations missions and the 
Secretary-General’s special representatives and special envoys have adjusted to the changing reality, 
embracing new tools such as digital focus groups.  At the same time, since the onset of the pandemic, 
the United Nations has supported 19 elections and one referendum in 18 countries. 
 
Looking ahead, she warned that as the pandemic’s impact grows, so too will the risk of tensions and 
instability, magnified by inequalities in the global recovery.  As rich countries get vaccinated, the 
developing world — including countries already trapped in conflict and instability — risks being left 
behind, dealing a severe blow to peace and security. 
 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/sc14422.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/sc14422.doc.htm


   

  

“One thing is clear:  The pandemic has served as a political stress test as much as a structural and 
public health one,” she said.  It has laid how acute crisis can become an opportunity to gain advantage 
on the battlefield or as a pretext to perpetuate oppression — but it has also confirmed that almost no 
barrier is insurmountable when there is real political will, supported by the global community, to make 
and sustain peace.  Going forward, the collective and individual engagement of Council members will 
remain crucial, she said, adding that “recovering better” in the wake of the pandemic will require more 
political and financial investment in conflict prevention… 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Governance – Competence/Stability 
 
COVID-19 shows that we cannot take stability and competent governance for granted  
Opinion 
Gro Harlem Brundtland, The Elders 
28 January 2021  
With the Doomsday Clock remaining at just 100 seconds to midnight, Gro Harlem Brundtland warns 
of an alarmingly high level of existential risk to humanity. Published in Project Syndicate. 
 
Last January, my fellow Elders Mary Robinson and Ban Ki-moon participated in the unveiling of the 
Doomsday Clock, the annual indicator of global catastrophic risk published by the Bulletin of the Atomic 
Scientists. In 2020, the clock’s hands moved closer to “midnight” than they have ever been – just 100 
seconds away – and they will remain there in 2021. 
 
With an economic rescue plan that is both ambitious and well targeted, US President Joe Biden and his 
team have demonstrated a clear understanding of the scale and range of action that the current 
situation requires. A broader reconstruction plan can and must come later; but crisis management 
remains the order of the day. 
 
It is hardly reassuring that we came no closer to midnight this year. The COVID-19 pandemic has 
served as a stark and deadly demonstration of the precariousness of our way of life. We have made 
remarkable progress on vaccines, and a new US administration brings hope of renewed multilateral 
cooperation. But there is no doubt that the future will be rife with existential threats: new pandemics, 
the climate crisis, nuclear conflict, and other risks that we cannot ignore. 
 
Post-pandemic political leadership will be a crucial test of the world’s ability to rise to these challenges. 
Too many of our leaders have been found wanting. The virus has claimed some two million lives and 
wrought economic devastation worldwide. While mass vaccine rollouts offer some people a glimmer of 
hope, most of the world’s population will remain unprotected for quite some time. 
 
To be sure, US President Joe Biden’s decision to re-engage with the World Health Organization is a 
welcome signal of America’s renewed commitment to multilateralism, as is his signing on to the COVAX 
scheme for equitable vaccine distribution. But WHO Director-General Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus has warned that unless we do more to ensure that COVID-19 vaccines are produced and 
distributed according to the principles of universal health coverage (UHC), the result will be a 
“catastrophic moral failure.” 
 

https://theelders.org/news/covid-19-shows-we-cannot-take-stability-and-competent-governance-granted
https://theelders.org/profile/gro-harlem-brundtland
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/doomsday-clock-covid-keeps-hand-100-seconds-to-midnight-by-gro-harlem-brundtland-2021-01
https://theelders.org/profile/mary-robinson
https://theelders.org/profile/ban-ki-moon
https://thebulletin.org/doomsday-clock/current-time/
https://www.who.int/initiatives/act-accelerator/covax
https://www.who.int/initiatives/act-accelerator/covax


   

  

As a new report by The Elders shows, fully overcoming COVID-19 and equipping ourselves 
for future health emergencies requires remodeling global public-health policy around three 
key pillars: preparation for future pandemics; ensuring UHC at national and global levels; 
and promoting healthier societies through holistic policies and social development. 
 
No part of this agenda is revolutionary or too complicated to deliver quickly and at scale. Some of the 
countries that have performed well during the pandemic – including Thailand and Vietnam, which have 
reported barely 100 COVID-19 deaths between them – are already implementing this type of strategy. 
The challenge, as ever, is to back words with action, and to ensure that our efforts are properly funded 
and designed not to overlook the needs of the poor and marginalized. 
 
Nowhere is this more essential than vaccination policy. The rapid development of not just 
one but several vaccines in less than a year is an incredible achievement and a triumph of 
human ingenuity, innovation, and cooperation. But it would be unpardonable if these 
precious vaccines were not equitably distributed around the world. In a pandemic, we 
cannot hope to recover fully or repair our social fabric unless we affirm and apply the 
principles of multilateralism and solidarity. 
 
One of the most important lessons from the COVID-19 crisis is that short-termism and nationalism 
have weakened global health policy. It is now clear that national moves toward UHC must go hand in 
hand with multilateral efforts to strengthen public health systems globally. 
 
To equip these systems for future pandemics, all stakeholders should define pandemic 
preparedness and response as a “global public good” that necessitates a multilateral 
approach, with states and global institutions pooling resources, capacity, and expertise. Equally 
important is support (and respect) for the ongoing work of the WHO and other bodies specifically 
charged with pandemic preparedness, including the Global Preparedness Monitoring Board (which I co-
chair) and the Independent Panel for Pandemic Preparedness and Response. 
 
In economic terms, investing in preparedness to strengthen health security offers excellent value for 
money. In the case of the Global Preparedness Monitoring Board, an annual global expenditure of 
around $5 per person could avert a repeat of the COVID-19 disaster, which has already cost the world 
economy more than $11 trillion. And a similarly high rate of return can be found in UHC reforms, which 
have been shown to bring countries rapid health, economic, and societal benefits at all income levels. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Governance – Commitments/”Informed Consent” 
 
Secretary Antony J. Blinken at a Press Availability  
Antony J. Blinken, U.S. Secretary of State 
Remarks to the Press 
Washington, DC  January 27, 2021 
[Excerpt] 
QUESTION: …You’ve talked a lot about restoring U.S. leadership in the world, but allies note that 
everything that you do could again be overturned in four years, and that this is a cycle that doesn’t 
instill confidence in the long term in the United States credibility. So how can any one 

https://theelders.org/news/building-back-better-universal-health
https://theindependentpanel.org/
https://www.state.gov/secretary-antony-j-blinken-at-a-press-availability/


   

  

administration, if it can be done, assure the world that the United States can be trusted to 
keep its commitments?  
 
SECRETARY BLINKEN: So one of the things I’ve done over the last 24 hours is I’ve spent a lot of time 
on the phone already with our – some of our closest allies and partners in various parts of the world, 
and that’s continuing. And I can – what I’ve picked up from those conversations already is a very, very 
strong desire for the United States to be back in the room, back at the table, working with them on the 
many, many common challenges we face, and that was almost palpable in the conversations I’ve had 
to date. And I expect to hear more of that in the days ahead. 
 
One of the things, though, to your point, is that when it comes to virtually everything we’re doing – 
and the President has said this many times – when it comes to foreign policy, it is hard to have 
a sustainable foreign policy absent the informed consent of the American people. And that 
informed consent, I think, comes in a couple of ways. One is in a sense it comes from you, 
because many Americans are reading about, hearing about, listening to what we’re doing 
thanks to you. And that’s vitally important to make sure that they are fully informed and 
thinking about and ultimately providing their consent to what we’re doing. 
 
But the place that, in our system, that informed consent is vitally important is with 
Congress. The members of Congress are the representatives of the American people. They provide 
advice and consent to our policies. And I think one of the things you’re going to see from our 
administration is working as closely as we possibly can with Congress on these issues from the takeoff, 
not just on the landing. Because ultimately, for these policies to be sustainable, we, I think, need to try 
to work them as much as we can up front, not at the back end. 
 
There are going to be disagreements. There are going to be places where we’re just in a different 
place. But I think we stand a better chance in producing the kind of policies that will stand the test of 
time if we’re working closely up front with Congress. And we’ll see where we get, but I’m determined 
that we do that. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Governance/Corruption  
 
2020 Corruption Perceptions Index reveals widespread corruption is weakening COVID-19 
response, threatening global recovery 
Corruption and COVID-19 worsening democratic backsliding 
28 January 2021    Read the report 
 
The 2020 Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI) released today by Transparency International reveals that 
persistent corruption is undermining health care systems and contributing to democratic backsliding 
amid the COVID-19 pandemic. Countries that perform well on the index invest more in health care, are 
better able to provide universal health coverage and are less likely to violate democratic norms and 
institutions or the rule of law.  
 
“COVID-19 is not just a health and economic crisis. It is a corruption crisis. And one that we are 
currently failing to manage,” Delia Ferreira Rubio, Chair of Transparency International said. “The past 

https://www.transparency.org/en/press/2020-corruption-perceptions-index-reveals-widespread-corruption-is-weakening-covid-19-response-threatening-global-recovery
https://www.transparency.org/en/press/2020-corruption-perceptions-index-reveals-widespread-corruption-is-weakening-covid-19-response-threatening-global-recovery
https://www.transparency.org/en/cpi/2020
https://www.transparency.org/en/cpi/2020


   

  

year has tested governments like no other in memory, and those with higher levels of corruption have 
been less able to meet the challenge. But even those at the top of the CPI must urgently address their 
role in perpetuating corruption at home and abroad.”  
 
Global highlights  
The 2020 edition of the CPI ranks 180 countries and territories by their perceived levels of public sector 
corruption, drawing on 13 expert assessments and surveys of business executives. It uses a scale of 
zero (highly corrupt) to 100 (very clean).  
:: Denmark and New Zealand top the index, with 88 points. Syria, Somalia and South Sudan come last, 
with 14, 12 and 12 points, respectively.  
 
Significant changes  
Since 2012, the earliest point of comparison in the current CPI methodology, 26 countries significantly 
improved their CPI scores, including Ecuador (39), Greece (50), Guyana (41), Myanmar (28) and South 
Korea (61).  
 
Twenty-two countries significantly decreased their scores, including Bosnia & Herzegovina (35), 
Guatemala (25), Lebanon (25), Malawi (30), Malta (53) and Poland (56).  
 
Nearly half of countries have been stagnant on the index for almost a decade, indicating stalled 
government efforts to tackle the root causes of corruption. More than two-thirds score below 50.  
 
COVID-19  
Corruption poses a critical threat to citizens’ lives and livelihoods, especially when combined with a 
public health emergency. Clean public sectors correlate with greater investment in health care. 
Uruguay, for example, has the highest CPI score in Latin America (71), invests heavily in health care 
and has a robust epidemiological surveillance system, which has aided its response to COVID-
19 and other infectious diseases, like yellow fever and Zika.   
 
In contrast, Bangladesh scores just 26 and invests little in health care while corruption flourishes during 
COVID-19, ranging from bribery in health clinics to misappropriated aid. Corruption is also pervasive in 
the procurement of medical supplies. Countries with higher corruption levels also tend to be the worst 
violators of rule of law and democratic institutions during the COVID-19 crisis. These include Philippines 
(34), where the response to COVID-19 has been characterised by major attacks on human rights and 
media freedom.  
 
Continuing a downward trend, the United States achieves its worst score since 2012, with 
67 points. In addition to alleged conflicts of interest and abuse of office at the highest level, in 2020 
weak oversight of the US$1 trillion COVID-19 relief package raised serious concerns and marked a 
retreat from longstanding democratic norms promoting accountable government.  
 
Recommendations  
The past year highlighted integrity challenges among even the highest-scoring countries, proving that 
no country is free of corruption. To reduce corruption and better respond to future crises, 
Transparency International recommends that all governments:  
:: Strengthen oversight institutions to ensure resources reach those most in need. Anti-corruption 
authorities and oversight institutions must have sufficient funds, resources and independence to perform 
their duties. 



   

  

:: Ensure open and transparent contracting to combat wrongdoing, identify conflicts of interest 
and ensure fair pricing. 
:: Defend democracy and promote civic space to create the enabling conditions to hold 
governments accountable. 
:: Publish relevant data and guarantee access to information to ensure the public receives 
easy, accessible, timely and meaningful information.  
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Education in Emergencies 
 
Stepping up education in emergencies through enhanced cooperation  
Press Release – Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs 
Bern, 25.01.2021 - The Geneva Global Hub for Education in Emergencies was officially launched 
on 25 January 2021. During the 2019 Global Refugee Forum held in Geneva, Switzerland pledged to 
position International Geneva as a global centre for education in emergencies. Over 127 million 
children in humanitarian crises and conflict regions cannot go to school. More than 40% of the 80 
million displaced people are children; the majority of these children have no access to education, 
resulting in a lack of prospects, increased violence against children and lost generations. The Hub, the 
development of which Switzerland has played a major role in, aims to change this.  
 
Humanitarian emergencies are on the rise owing to climate change and its consequences; conflicts; 
and not least COVID-19. Even prior to the coronavirus outbreak, some 258 million school-aged children 
and young people worldwide were unable to attend school. The situation is worsening because of 
COVID-19: the UN estimates that a further 24 million children will not find their way back into 
schooling due to school closures and precarious economic situations. Progress achieved in recent years 
in the area of education is being rolled back. Last year, UN Secretary-General António Guterres urged 
the international community not to neglect education, because otherwise a "generational catastrophe" 
with lasting social and economic ramifications would ensue. Conflicts, irregular migration and 
displacement are also increasing. On average, refugee situations last 17 years – an entire childhood.  
 
Globally, 48% of refugee children do not attend school. Approximately 127 million of those 
children without school access live in countries affected by emergency situations. In 
addition to creating prospects, access to education offers hope and protection to children, who are the 
most vulnerable in crises. Nevertheless, education is one of the sectors that receives the least 
recognition and funding in humanitarian disasters.  
 
Launch of the Geneva Global Hub for Education in Emergencies 
Based on its humanitarian tradition and with a particular emphasis on protection and education, 
Switzerland pledged to establish Geneva as a global hub for education in emergencies on 
the occasion of the 2019 Global Refugee Forum in Geneva. With regard to education in 
emergencies, International Geneva has the hitherto untapped potential of a platform that promotes 
cross-sectoral cooperation with a view to creating educational opportunities on the ground for young 
people affected by crises and displacement. As a result, the Geneva Global Hub for Education in 
Emergencies was officially launched on 25 January 2021.  
 

https://www.admin.ch/gov/en/start/documentation/media-releases.msg-id-82107.html


   

  

International Geneva – host to the United Nations Office at Geneva, 38 international organisations, the 
permanent representations of 177 UN member states, 750 NGOs, and leading academic institutions – 
offers added value for education in emergency situations. The Geneva Global Hub for Education in 
Emergencies (a virtual and physical platform) brings together actors who are directly 
involved in the education sector as well as organisations active in areas such as protection, 
healthcare, peacebuilding and human rights. This winning combination of thematic expertise has 
the power to contribute towards significantly improving the educational situation of young people 
affected by crises, conflicts and displacement.  
 
The Hub pursues the following objectives: 
1. Facilitating inclusive education for children and young people in emergencies by strengthening 
the cooperation of International Geneva actors.  
2. Raising awareness among governments and partner organisations to ensure that education 
is considered one of the highest priorities before, during and after emergencies and protracted crises. 
3. Improving the effectiveness of operational measures in the area of education in emergencies 
through better data, innovative research and solutions that provide access to quality education while 
developing resilient education systems. 
 
Education is a priority of Switzerland's international cooperation 
Switzerland's International Cooperation Strategy 2021–24, which is derived from the foreign policy 
strategy, accords great importance to education. Conflicts, natural disasters, displacement and irregular 
migration are set to rise in the coming years. Protecting the most vulnerable population groups in crisis 
and displacement contexts and safeguarding the provision of quality basic services – in particular 
education and healthcare – is one of the four main objectives of the current international cooperation 
strategy. It is in Switzerland's interests to reduce the causes of displacement and irregular migration 
and to guarantee quality basic services on the ground.   
 
The Geneva Global Hub for Education in Emergencies, whose activities cut across thematic 
areas, offers the opportunity to bring about change with regard to the protection and 
education of children affected by crises and displacement.  
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Development 
 
Economic Inclusion Programs Now Benefit 92 Million People Worldwide 
Unprecedented surge in these programs seen in 2020, World Bank report says   
WASHINGTON, Jan. 26, 2021 — Economic inclusion programs, which help boost income and 
assets of the world’s poorest, are on the rise in 75 countries, reaching approximately 20 million 
poor and vulnerable households, and benefitting nearly 92 million individuals. This surge comes at a 
crucial time, as more than 700 million people around the world face extreme poverty, a number on the 
rise for the first time in two decades. 
 
According to the World Bank’s newly published “State of Economic Inclusion (SEI) Report 2020: The 
Potential to Scale,” economic inclusion programs —usually a combination of cash or in-kind 
transfers, skills training or coaching, access to finance, and links to market support— are 
fast becoming a critical instrument in many governments’ large-scale anti-poverty strategies. And they 

http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2021/01/26/economic-inclusion-programs-now-benefit-92-million-people-worldwide
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/34917
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/34917


   

  

are likely to continue, especially in areas affected by conflict, climate change, and shocks, due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
“One of the most stubborn challenges we face in development is positively transforming the lives of the 
extreme poor and vulnerable— a problem exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic,” said Mari 
Pangestu, World Bank Group Managing Director. “This report presents—for the first time—a 
systematic review of economic inclusion programs around the world, and sheds light on how 
governments can best invest in social protection, jobs, and financial inclusion, to help the poor build a 
better future for themselves.” 
 
The SEI Report is a result of a unique collaboration under the Partnership for Economic Inclusion (PEI). 
PEI is a dedicated platform to support the adoption and adaptation of national economic inclusion 
programs working with a variety of stakeholders, including national governments and bilateral, 
multilateral, non-governmental, research, and private sector organizations… 
 
The report examines over 200 programs, across 75 countries. It finds that governments around 
the world are increasingly scaling up economic inclusion initiatives through social safety nets. In-
depth case studies covering the Sahel, Bangladesh, Peru and India highlight the evolution 
of economic inclusion programs, and how they are addressing challenges such as urbanization, 
gaps in human capital accumulation, adaptations to shock, and technological change. 
 
The implications of COVID-19 feature broadly in the report, which looks at the fallout of the pandemic 
at the household as well as institutional level… 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Emergencies 
 
Coronavirus [COVID-19] - WHO 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019 
 
 

Weekly Epidemiological and Operational updates  
Last update: 23 January 2021 
Confirmed cases ::   101 561 219    [week ago:  96 877 399]     [two weeks ago: 92 506 811  
Confirmed deaths ::    2 196 944     [week ago:   2 098 879]     [two weeks ago:  2 001 773]   
Countries, areas or territories with cases :: 223 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
POLIO   
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
 
Polio this week as of 27 January 2021 
:: Meeting virtually at this week’s WHO Executive Board (EB), global health leaders and ministers of 
health urged for concerted and emergency efforts to finally rid the world of polio, noting a global and 

http://www.peiglobal.org/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/


   

  

collective responsibility to finish the disease once and for all. Delegates also reiterated their support for 
the sustainable transitioning of polio assets, recognizing that successful polio transition and polio 
eradication are twin goals. Read more… 
 
Summary of new WPV and cVDPV viruses this week (AFP cases and ES positives):  
:: Pakistan: 9 WPV1 positive environmental samples and six cVDPV2 cases 
:: Afghanistan: 18 cVDPV2 positive environmental samples 
:: Burkina Faso: three cVDPV2 cases 
:: Mali: seven cVDPV2 cases 
:: Yemen: one cVDPV1 case 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Editor’s Note: 
Continuing with this edition, we include information about the last apparent update evident on the 
WHO emergency country webpages, recognizing almost universal and significant interims since last 
update regardless of the level of the emergency listed. 
 
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
Democratic Republic of the Congo - No new digest announcements  [Last apparent update: 12 Jan 
2021] 
Mozambique floods  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 3 November 
2020] 
Nigeria - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 29 Jun 2020] 
Somalia - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 17 July 2020] 
South Sudan   - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 4 February 2020] 
Syrian Arab Republic  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 24 October 
2020] 
Yemen - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 30 June 2020] 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
Afghanistan - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 5 July 2020] 
Angola - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 03 December 2020] 
Burkina Faso - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 17 décembre 2020] 
Burundi  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 04 July 2019] 
Cameroon  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 22 August 2019] 
Central African Republic - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 12 June 
2018] 
Ethiopia - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 22 August 2019] 
Iran floods 2019  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 12 March 2020] 
Iraq - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 16 December 2020] 
Libya - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 7 October 2019] 
Malawi Floods - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 09 October 2019] 
Measles in Europe - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 16-12-2020] 
MERS-CoV  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 8 July 2019] 

https://polioeradication.org/news-post/who-executive-board-keeps-polio-eradication-in-its-sights/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cod/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/mozambique
http://www.who.int/emergencies/nigeria/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/somalia/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ssd/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/syr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/yem/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/afg/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/angola
https://www.afro.who.int/fr/countries/burkina-faso
https://www.afro.who.int/countries/burundi
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cmr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/caf/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/eth/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/irn/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/countries/irq/index.html
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/lby/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/malawi
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/communicable-diseases/measles-and-rubella
http://www.who.int/emergencies/mers-cov/en/


   

  

Mozambique  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 03 November 2020] 
Myanmar  - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: :: 3 January 2021    
Niger - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 29 December 2020] 
occupied Palestinian territory  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 4 
September 2019] 
HIV in Pakistan  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 27 August 2019] 
Sao Tome and Principe Necrotizing Cellulitis (2017)  - No new digest announcements  
Sudan  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 24 June 2020] 
Ukraine - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 1 May 2019] 
Zimbabwe - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 10 May 2019] 
   
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 1 Emergencies  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
Chad  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 30 June 2018] 
Djibouti - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 25 novembre 2020] 
Kenya - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 11 December 2020] 
Mali  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 3 May 2017] 
Namibia - viral hepatitis  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 20 July 
2018] 
Tanzania  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 21 October 2020] 
  
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – L3 Emergencies 
The UN and its humanitarian partners are currently responding to three 'L3' emergencies. This is the 
global humanitarian system's classification for the response to the most severe, large-scale 
humanitarian crises.  
Syrian Arab Republic   
:: Syrian Arab Republic: Recent Developments in Northwestern Syria Situation Report No. 24 - As of 26 
January 2021 
 
Yemen - No new digest announcements identified   
 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Corporate Emergencies 
When the USG/ERC declares a Corporate Emergency Response, all OCHA offices, branches and 
sections provide their full support to response activities both at HQ and in the field. 
COVID-19    
:: Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19): Weekly Epidemiological Update (27 January 2021) 
 
East Africa Locust Infestation   
:: Desert Locust situation update - 26 January 2021 

 
 
*                      *                       *                        * 

https://afro.who.int/countries/mozambique
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mmr/en/
http://afro.who.int/fr/countries/niger
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/opt/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/pandemic-epidemic-diseases/news/who-and-partners-mobilize-hiv-drugs-for-infected-children-in-pakistan.html
http://afro.who.int/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/sdn/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ukr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/zwe/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tcd/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/fr/countries/dji/
http://www.afro.who.int/countries/kenya
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mli/en/
http://afro.who.int/news/baseline-assessment-national-viral-hepatitis-response-namibia
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tza/en/
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/syria
https://reliefweb.int/node/3707583
https://reliefweb.int/node/3707583
https://www.unocha.org/yemen
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/covid19
https://reliefweb.int/node/3707901
https://www.unocha.org/east-africa-locust-infestation
https://reliefweb.int/node/3707614


   

  

 
 

:: Agency/Government/IGO Watch 
We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for key 
media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on regional or global 
level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific coverage is limited. Please 
suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
 
 
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly  
[to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://www.un.org/press/en 
Selected Meetings/Press Releases/Announcements 
General Assembly - Plenary 
Seventy-fifth Session, 51st Meeting (AM & PM)  
Secretary-General Warns States against Locking Themselves into Harmful Practices ‘for 
Decades to Come’, as He Spells Out 2021 Priorities in General Assembly 
More, Not Less, International Cooperation Needed, President Stresses, as Climate, COVID, Counter-
terrorism Top List of Concerns 
 
27 January 2021  
SG/SM/20557 
Secretary-General Calls for Early Action to Avoid World of ‘Vaccine Haves and Have-Nots’, 
at African COVID-19 Strategy Meeting 
 
26 January 2021  
SC/14423 
Decree Ordering Long-Awaited Palestinian Elections ‘Crucial Step’ towards Building 
Democratic State, Special Middle East Coordinator Tells Security Council 
Despite reprisals between Palestinians and Israelis, and the ongoing ravages of COVID-19 on a region 
struggling to staunch its spread, achievement of an  elusive two-State vision remains possible, the 
senior United Nations official for Middle East peace told the Security Council today, hailing a 15 January 
decree announcing the conduct of Palestinian elections in 2021 as “a crucial step” towards Palestinian 
unity and the building of a democratic State. 
 
25 January 2021  
SC/14422 
Risk of Instability, Tension Growing, amid Glaring Inequalities in Global COVID-19 
Recovery, Top United Nations Officials Warn Security Council 
The sweeping and devastating effects of the COVID-19 pandemic are continuing to grow, and so too 
are the risks of instability and tension amidst glaring inequalities in the global recovery, senior United 
Nations officials warned today during a Security Council videoconference on the impact of the 
coronavirus outbreak on international peace and security. 
 
 
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 30 Jan 2021] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true  
Top News 

https://www.un.org/press/en
https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/ga12311.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/ga12311.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/sgsm20557.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/sgsm20557.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/sc14423.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/sc14423.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/sc14422.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/sc14422.doc.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true


   

  

EU needs to reinvent itself to win fight against poverty - UN expert 
 
Sri Lanka on alarming path towards recurrence of grave human rights violations – UN 
report 
 
Holocaust rememberance day 
 
Italy failed to rescue more than 200 migrants, UN Committee finds 
 
Philippines: Drop murder charge against indigenous rights defender, UN experts urge 
 
 
United Nations Human Rights Council  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL 
Council News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Committee on the Rights of the Child [to 30 Jan 2021] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the sale and sexual exploitation of children   [to 30 Jan 2021] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx  
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed 
Conflict [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 
Press Releases 
Conflict-Affected Children at Heightened Risk of Grave Violations due to COVID-19, as 
2020 Marked OPAC’s 20th Anniversary 
Wednesday, 27 January 2021 
 
 
SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict 
[to 30 Jan 2021] 
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights   [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx 
Latest News 

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26698&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26695&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26695&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26689&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26691&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26696&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/2021/01/conflict-affected-children-at-heightened-risk-of-grave-violations-due-to-covid-19-as-2020-marked-opacs-20th-anniversary/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/2021/01/conflict-affected-children-at-heightened-risk-of-grave-violations-due-to-covid-19-as-2020-marked-opacs-20th-anniversary/
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx


   

  

EU needs to reinvent itself to win fight against poverty - UN expert 
29 January 2021 

Statement by Professor Olivier De Schutter, United Nations Special Rapporteur on extreme 
poverty and human rights, on his visit to the European Union (25 November 2020 to 29 
January 2021) 
29 January 2021 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable 
standard of physical and mental health  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx 
Latest News 
Sri Lanka: Compulsory cremation of COVID-19 bodies cannot continue, say UN experts  
25 January 2021 
 
 
Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx 
Latest News 
International Holocaust Remembrance Day 
27 January 2021 
 
Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples   [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx 
Latest news 
Philippines: Drop murder charge against indigenous rights defender, UN experts urge 
28 January 2021 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN OCHA [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://www.unocha.org/  
Selected Press Releases        
No new digest content identified. 
 
  
Centre for Humanitarian Data/HDX  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://centre.humdata.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNICEF  [to 30 Jan 2021] 

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26698&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26693&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26693&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26693&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26686&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26690&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26690&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26696&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx
https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases
https://centre.humdata.org/


   

  

https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases 
Selected Press releases, Statements 
Press release  01/27/2021  
Nutrition crisis looms as more than 39 billion in-school meals missed since start of 
pandemic – UNICEF and WFP  
   School meals, often the one nutritious daily meal that children get, must be prioritized in school 
reopening plans  
 
Statement  01/27/2021  
12 weeks into the conflict, ‘deeply troubling’ situation for children in Tigray  
   Statement by UNICEF Executive Director Henrietta Fore on the humanitarian situation in Tigray, 
Ethiopia  
 
Press release  01/26/2021  
Up to 90,000 children in central Mozambique urgently need humanitarian assistance in 
wake of Cyclone Eloise  
   Region’s children and families still recovering from devastation wrought by Cyclone Idai less than two 
years ago  
 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 30 Jan 2021] 
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html 
Selected Announcements  
Conditions dire as CAR displacement tops 200,000 
29 Jan 2021  
 
UNHCR welcomes Iceland’s decision to join global efforts to end statelessness 
29 Jan 2021  
 
UNHCR warns asylum under attack at Europe’s borders, urges end to pushbacks and 
violence against refugees 
28 Jan 2021  
 
As Sub-Saharan crises force more to flee, UNHCR calls for stronger Mediterranean route 
response  
27 Jan 2021  
 
With refugee resettlement at a record low in 2020, UNHCR calls on States to offer places 
and save lives 
25 Jan 2021  
  
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 30 Jan 2021]  
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
Selected Announcements 
IOM Requires USD 3 Billion to Bring Relief to 50 Million People Affected by Crises in 2021 
2021-01-29 10:58 

https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/nutrition-crisis-looms-more-39-billion-school-meals-missed-start-pandemic-unicef-and
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/nutrition-crisis-looms-more-39-billion-school-meals-missed-start-pandemic-unicef-and
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/12-weeks-conflict-deeply-troubling-situation-children-tigray
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/90000-children-central-mozambique-urgently-need-humanitarian-assistance-wake-cyclone
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/90000-children-central-mozambique-urgently-need-humanitarian-assistance-wake-cyclone
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2021/1/6013c5194/conditions-dire-car-displacement-tops-200000.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2021/1/6013c5194/conditions-dire-car-displacement-tops-200000.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2021/1/6013c5194/conditions-dire-car-displacement-tops-200000.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/1/6013f76f4/unhcr-welcomes-icelands-decision-join-global-efforts-end-statelessness.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/1/6013f76f4/unhcr-welcomes-icelands-decision-join-global-efforts-end-statelessness.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/1/6013f76f4/unhcr-welcomes-icelands-decision-join-global-efforts-end-statelessness.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/1/6013f76f4/unhcr-welcomes-icelands-decision-join-global-efforts-end-statelessness.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/1/601121344/unhcr-warns-asylum-under-attack-europes-borders-urges-end-pushbacks-violence.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/1/601121344/unhcr-warns-asylum-under-attack-europes-borders-urges-end-pushbacks-violence.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/1/601121344/unhcr-warns-asylum-under-attack-europes-borders-urges-end-pushbacks-violence.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/1/601121344/unhcr-warns-asylum-under-attack-europes-borders-urges-end-pushbacks-violence.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/1/601121344/unhcr-warns-asylum-under-attack-europes-borders-urges-end-pushbacks-violence.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/1/6011251c4/sub-saharan-crises-force-flee-unhcr-calls-stronger-mediterranean-route.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/1/6011251c4/sub-saharan-crises-force-flee-unhcr-calls-stronger-mediterranean-route.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/1/6011251c4/sub-saharan-crises-force-flee-unhcr-calls-stronger-mediterranean-route.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/1/6011251c4/sub-saharan-crises-force-flee-unhcr-calls-stronger-mediterranean-route.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/1/6011251c4/sub-saharan-crises-force-flee-unhcr-calls-stronger-mediterranean-route.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/1/600e79ea4/refugee-resettlement-record-low-2020-unhcr-calls-states-offer-places-save.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/1/600e79ea4/refugee-resettlement-record-low-2020-unhcr-calls-states-offer-places-save.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/1/600e79ea4/refugee-resettlement-record-low-2020-unhcr-calls-states-offer-places-save.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/1/600e79ea4/refugee-resettlement-record-low-2020-unhcr-calls-states-offer-places-save.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/1/600e79ea4/refugee-resettlement-record-low-2020-unhcr-calls-states-offer-places-save.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/1/600e79ea4/refugee-resettlement-record-low-2020-unhcr-calls-states-offer-places-save.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2021/1/600152d24/number-central-african-refugees-soars-violence-intensifies.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2021/1/600152d24/number-central-african-refugees-soars-violence-intensifies.html
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-requires-usd-3-billion-bring-relief-50-million-people-affected-crises-2021


   

  

Geneva – One year on from the start of the COVID-19 pandemic response, an unprecedented number 
of people are grappling with the effects of crises and are in dire need of aid and protection. The 
International Organization for Migration (IOM) announces today that it aims to meet the needs of an... 
 
IOM Helps Prevent the Spread of COVID-19 among Brazilian Indigenous and Riverside 
Communities 
2021-01-29 10:58 
Brasília – Indigenous, rural, and riverside communities in northern Brazil comprise the most vulnerable 
populations to the spread of COVID-19. 
 
IOM Commends United States’ Inclusion of Migrants in COVID-19 Vaccine Roll-out 
2021-01-22 17:58 
Geneva – The International Organization for Migration (IOM) welcomes the inclusion of migrants in the 
new US Administration’s national strategy for COVID-19 response and its commitment “to ensuring that 
safe, effective, cost-free vaccines are available to the entire U.S. 
 
 
UNAIDS [to 30 Jan 2021]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
Selected Press Releases/Reports/Statements 
28 January 2021 
Central African Republic: producing HIV estimates in the context of crisis  
 
27 January 2021 
New guidance on ethical HIV prevention trials published  
   UNAIDS and the World Health Organization have published updated guidance on ethical 
considerations in HIV prevention trials. The new guidance is the result of a year-long process that saw 
more than 80 experts and members of the public give inputs and is published 21 years after the first 
edition appeared. 
   “UNAIDS is committed to working with the people and populations affected by HIV, promoting and 
protecting their rights,” said Peter Godfrey-Faussett, UNAIDS Science Adviser. “This guidance sets out 
how to carry out ethical trials on HIV prevention while safeguarding the participants’ rights during 
scientific research and promoting the development of new HIV prevention tools.”… 
 
27 January 2021 
Islamic Republic of Iran bans stigma and discrimination against people living with HIV in 
health-care settings  
 
25 January 2021 
Hand sanitizer donated by Reckitt Benckiser to people living with HIV  
 
25 January 2021 
Discriminatory attitudes towards people living with HIV declining in some regions, 
rebounding in others  
 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 30 Jan 2021]  
30 January 2021   Statement 

https://www.iom.int/news/iom-helps-prevent-spread-covid-19-among-brazilian-indigenous-and-riverside-communities
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-helps-prevent-spread-covid-19-among-brazilian-indigenous-and-riverside-communities
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-commends-united-states-inclusion-migrants-covid-19-vaccine-roll-out
http://www.unaids.org/en
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2021/january/20210128_central-african-republic
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2021/january/20210127_new-guidance-on-ethical-hiv-prevention-trials-published
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/documents/2021/ethical-considerations-in-hiv-prevention-trials
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2021/january/20210127_iran-health-care-settings
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2021/january/20210127_iran-health-care-settings
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2021/january/20210115_reckitt-benckiser
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2021/january/20210125_discriminatory-attitudes
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2021/january/20210125_discriminatory-attitudes
https://www.who.int/news/item/30-01-2021-messages-for-world-leprosy-day-2021
https://www.who.int/news/item/30-01-2021-messages-for-world-leprosy-day-2021


   

  

Messages for World Leprosy Day 2021 
 
29 January 2021   News release 
WHO publishes new Essential Diagnostics List and urges countries to prioritize 
investments in testing 
 
29 January 2021   Departmental news 
New videos explain how to prevent COVID-19 infection in oral health-care services 
 
28 January 2021   News release 
WHO issues new 10-year plan to end suffering from neglected tropical diseases 
 
28 January 2021   Departmental news 
Message from Director SRH/HRP 
 
28 January 2021   Departmental news 
Issuing of an evidence review to the Nutrition-Friendly Schools Initiative (NFSI) 
 
27 January 2021   Departmental news 
In memory: Dr Alexander Kessler, co-founder of HRP 
 
27 January 2021   Departmental news 
WHO announces updated definitions of extensively drug-resistant tuberculosis 
 
27 January 2021   Departmental news 
INFOSAN Quarterly Summary, 2020 #4 
 
27 January 2021  Departmental news 
WHO highlights progress in accelerating access to hepatitis C diagnostics and treatment in 
low- and middle-income countries 
 
26 January 2021   Departmental news 
WHO recommends the dapivirine vaginal ring as a new choice for HIV prevention for 
women at substantial risk of HIV infection 
 
26 January 2021  Departmental news 
IDIA and the WHO announce strategic collaboration to support the scale-up of health 
innovations 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO      
:: New COVID-19 variants fuelling Africa’s second wave   28 January 2021  
   Brazzaville – COVID-19 cases and deaths are surging in Africa as new, more contagious variants of 
the virus spread to additional countries. 

https://www.who.int/news/item/30-01-2021-messages-for-world-leprosy-day-2021
https://www.who.int/news/item/30-01-2021-messages-for-world-leprosy-day-2021
https://www.who.int/news/item/29-01-2021-who-publishes-new-essential-diagnostics-list-and-urges-countries-to-prioritize-investments-in-testing
https://www.who.int/news/item/29-01-2021-who-publishes-new-essential-diagnostics-list-and-urges-countries-to-prioritize-investments-in-testing
https://www.who.int/news/item/29-01-2021-who-publishes-new-essential-diagnostics-list-and-urges-countries-to-prioritize-investments-in-testing
https://www.who.int/news/item/29-01-2021-who-publishes-new-essential-diagnostics-list-and-urges-countries-to-prioritize-investments-in-testing
https://www.who.int/news/item/29-01-2021-new-videos-explain-how-to-prevent-covid-19-infection-in-oral-health-care-services
https://www.who.int/news/item/29-01-2021-new-videos-explain-how-to-prevent-covid-19-infection-in-oral-health-care-services
https://www.who.int/news/item/29-01-2021-new-videos-explain-how-to-prevent-covid-19-infection-in-oral-health-care-services
https://www.who.int/news/item/28-01-2021-who-issues-new-10-year-plan-to-end-suffering-from-neglected-tropical-diseases
https://www.who.int/news/item/28-01-2021-who-issues-new-10-year-plan-to-end-suffering-from-neglected-tropical-diseases
https://www.who.int/news/item/28-01-2021-who-issues-new-10-year-plan-to-end-suffering-from-neglected-tropical-diseases
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   Over 175 000 new COVID-19 cases and more than 6200 deaths were reported in Africa in the last 
week while infections rose by 50% on the continent between 29 December 2020 and 25 January 2021 
when compared with the previous four weeks. In the past week, there has been a small dip in cases in 
South Africa, but 22 countries continue to see their case numbers surge. Deaths rose two-fold in the 
same four-week period, with over 15 000 concentrated in 10 mainly southern and northern African 
nations.  
   The 501Y.V2 variant, first identified in South Africa, is predominant and powering record case 
numbers in South Africa and the sub-region. It has been found in Botswana, Ghana, Kenya, Comoros, 
Zambia and in 24 non-African nations.  
   “The variant which was first detected in South Africa has spread quickly beyond Africa and so what’s 
keeping me awake at night right now is that it’s very likely circulating in a number of African 
countries,” said Dr Matshidiso Moeti, the World Health Organization (WHO) Regional Director for Africa. 
   The variant that was initially detected in the United Kingdom has been found in The Gambia and 
Nigeria. Further research is needed to determine whether the new strain causes more severe illness… 
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
No new digest content identified 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
No new digest content identified 
 
WHO European Region EURO  
:: The pandemic paradox, hope and hardship in equal measure 28-01-2021  
:: First perinatal mortality audit in North Macedonia reveals gaps in the health system and suggests 
ways to address them 27-01-2021  
:: WHO and Germany deliver critical medical supplies to Western Balkans countries to strengthen 
COVID-19 response and save lives 25-01-2021 
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: WHO and KSRelief support COVID-19 preparedness and response in Yemen  27 January 2021 
:: Update on COVID-19 vaccination in Syria  26 January 2021 
:: Polio vaccination campaign targets 8 million children in Sudan  25 January 2021 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
No new digest content identified 
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2021/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 30 Jan 2021] 
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release 
Meetings and events 
28 January 2021   Press Release 
UN sexual and reproductive health agency welcomes USA intention to reinstate funding: 
millions of women and girls will benefit  
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   The President of the United States today announced his intention to restore US funding to UNFPA, 
the United Nations sexual and reproductive health agency. The United States is a founding member of 
UNFPA and serves on... 
 
 
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 30 Jan 2021] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
Latest from News Centre 
Global Fund for Coral Reefs launches fundraising campaign 
The Global Fund for Coral Reefs (GFCR) is pleased to announce that Germany, the Paul G. Allen Family 
Foundation, and the Prince Albert II of Monaco Foundation, UN Agencies (UNDP, UNEP and UNCDF) 
and…    
Posted on January 29, 2021 
 
World’s largest survey of public opinion on climate change: a majority of people call for 
wide-ranging action  
UNDP's "Peoples' Climate Vote" reflects over half the world's population after results processed by the 
University of Oxford. Sixty-four percent of people believe climate change is a global emergency,…    
Posted on January 27, 2021 
 
Framework to analyze quality of stakeholder engagement for 2030 Agenda 
Launch of UNDP / DESA Publication: “What is a ‘Good Practice’ - A framework to analyze the quality of 
stakeholder engagement in implementation and follow-up of the 2030 Agenda”.    
Posted on January 26, 2021 
 
 
UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/ 
Meetings and events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://www.unenvironment.org/ 
26 Jan 2021   Press release  
Surge in court cases over climate change shows increasing role of litigation in addressing 
the climate crisis 
    Nairobi, 26 January 2021 - Climate litigation cases have spiked in recent years, making the 
courtroom increasingly relevant to efforts to address climate change around the world. A UN 
Environment Programme (UNEP)… 
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UNDRR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://www.undrr.org/ 
Latest news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/  
News 
29 Jan 2021 | DESA 
UN chief receives COVID-19 vaccine in New York 
The UN Secretary-General, António Guterres, received his first dose of the COVID-19 vaccine on 
Thursday, at Adlai E. Stevenson High School in The Bronx, a few miles uptown from UN Headquarters 
in New York. 
 
29 Jan 2021 | DESA 
Make 2021 a year of possibility and hope, UN chief tells General Assembly 
Following an “annus horribilis” of death, disaster and despair, 2021 must be a year of transformation, 
Secretary-General António Guterres told the UN’s 193 Member States on Thursday.  
 
26 Jan 2021 | DESA 
New statistical framework helps India consider nature’s contributions 
The Indian Government demonstrated how a new statistical framework is helping to combat 
environmental degradation and promote sustainability... 
 
25 Jan 2021 | DESA 
Global economic recovery remains precarious, rebound of 4.7% to barely offset 2020 
losses 
The United Nations today warned that the devastating socio-economic impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic will be felt for years to come... 
 
 
UNESCO  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
http://en.unesco.org/news 
Selected Latest News  
UNESCO and partners launch of the Geneva Global Education in Emergencies Hub 
27/01/2021  
 
 
International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS)  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://www.icomos.org/en/ 
Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp 
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Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
http://unhabitat.org/ 
News & Stories 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 30 Jan 2021] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Food Programme  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://www.wfp.org/news 
News releases 
29 January 2021  
Italy Supports WFP Food Assistance, Resilience Building in Crisis-Hit Burkina Faso  
    OUAGADOUGOU – The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) welcomes a 3.5-million-euro 
(US$4.2 million) contribution from Italy to provide food assistance and develop early-recovery projects 
for tens of thousands of people affected by the ongoing humanitarian crisis in Burkina Faso. 
 
29 January 2021  
WFP's response to inter-communal violence in Darfur, Sudan  
   GENEVA - The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) is ramping up assistance to displaced 
people following a spate of inter-communal violence in West and South Darfur which has forced over 
100,000 people to flee in search of safety.  
 
28 January 2021  
Pope Francis meets World Food Programme Head  
ROME – Pope Francis today received the head of the UN World Food Programme, David Beasley, in a 
private audience at the Vatican.  
 
28 January 2021  
Nutrition crisis looms as more than 39 billion in-school meals missed since start of 
pandemic – UNICEF and WFP  
NEW YORK/ROME – More than 39 billion in-school meals have been missed globally since the start of 
the COVID-19 pandemic due to school closures, according to a new report released today by the 
UNICEF Office of Research – Innocenti and the World Food Programme (WFP). 
 
27 January 2021  
New Zealand contributes NZD 6.8 million to facilitate market linkages for smallholder 
farmers in Rwanda  
   Kigali – The Farm to Market Alliance (FtMA) proudly welcomes the Government of New Zealand as a 
new partner with its generous multi-year commitment of NZD 6,800,000 million to support smallholder 
farmers across Africa, with NZD 4,200,000 committed to Rwanda from 2020-2023.  
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26 January 2021  
WFP's response to tropical cyclone Eloise in Mozambique  
   GENEVA - The United Nations World Food Programme is currently conducting needs assessments 
with the Government of Mozambique and partners. In order to have a full picture of the impact of the 
devastating cyclone and the extent of the damage, WFP is supporting both on ground and aerial 
assessments undertaken with drones.  
 
25 January 2021  
EU funds fight hunger, build resilience in Niger  
   NIAMEY – A €4.5 million (US$5.5 million) contribution from the European Union has enabled the 
United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) to provide vital support to extremely vulnerable people 
in four areas of Niger which are reeling from multiple shocks, including climate change, conflict and the 
socio-economic impact of COVID-19.  
 
25 January 2021  
EU funds fight hunger, build resilience in Niger  
   NIAMEY – A €4.5 million (US$5.5 million) contribution from the European Union has enabled the 
United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) to provide vital support to extremely vulnerable people 
in four areas of Niger which are reeling from multiple shocks, including climate change, conflict and the 
socio-economic impact of COVID-19.  
 
 
ILO International Labour Organization  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm 
News 
COVID-19: Protecting workers in the workplace 
Construction: Building blocks to recovery after crisis    
28 January 2021  
The COVID-19 pandemic has had a significant impact on the construction sector, which is sensitive to 
economic cycles. Yet, construction holds much potential to stimulate recovery, thanks to its potential to 
create jobs. Recovery measures can support the sector’s transformation towards sustainability and 
digitalization. 
   
Press release 
ILO becomes member of International Aid Transparency Initiative (IATI)   
27 January 2021  
 
Voices 
From prison to a better life   
27 January 2021  
Sergio was arrested and jailed in Madagascar when he was 16 for stealing vanilla. Thanks to vocational 
training he’s learned to be a bricklayer and no longer engages in petty crime. Read his story on our 
new Voices multimedia platform. 
   
COVID-19: Protecting workers in the workplace 
ILO and FAO join forces to keep logging safe   
26 January 2021  
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The COVID-19 pandemic has had a significant impact on logging operations around the world, with 
direct and serious implications for workers and enterprises. As economic activities restart, companies 
and workers must find ways to adapt to new realities. The ILO and FAO have joined forces and 
released a practical and participatory checklist to help companies, workers and customers stay safe and 
prevent the spread of COVID-19, while mitigating the social economic impact of COVID-19. 
 
COVID-19: ILO Monitor – 7th edition 
ILO: Uncertain and uneven recovery expected following unprecedented labour market 
crisis   
25 January 2021  
The latest analysis of the labour market impact of COVID-19 by the ILO, records massive damage to 
working time and income, with prospects for a recovery in 2021 slow, uneven and uncertain unless 
early improvements are supported by human-centred recovery policies. 
 
 
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
http://www.icao.int/  
Latest News         
ICAO SG highlights aviation's green transition at Davos 
28/1/21 
 
 
IMO International Maritime Organization  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://www.imo.org/ 
Latest Press Briefings  
29 January 2021  
Addressing financial challenges of sustainable shipping 
   Work to address the financial challenges of shipping’s transition to a more sustainable future has 
continued this week with a meeting of the FIN-SMART Roundtable Workstream 1. The Roundtable 
provides a platform for regular dialogue among key maritime stakeholders to support accelerating 
financial flows, particularly in developing countries, for the decarbonization of the maritime sector. This 
is carried out in line with country priorities and the goals of the IMO Initial Strategy on the reduction of 
GHG emissions from ships.  
 
 
WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release 
Press Releases 
Climate Adaptation Summit: Invest in early warnings and early action 
   Geneva, 26 January 2021- As climate change leads to an increase in the frequency and intensity of 
extreme weather, the need for effective early warnings and early action took centre stage at the 
Climate Adaptation Summit on 25-26 January. 
 
 
UPU  Universal Postal Union   [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://www.upu.int/en/News-Media/Press/Press-Releases 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
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UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html 
News 
UNIDO joins the Global Sustainable Seafood Initiative 
   HAARLEM, The Netherlands, 28 January 2021 – Did you know that the seafood sector supports the 
livelihoods of 13% of the world’s population? As seafood production increases to meet rising global 
demand, so have concerns over the environmental, economic and social impact of production 
worldwide. 
 
 
International Organization for Standardization (ISO)  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/ 
News 
By Clare Naden on 28 January 2021  
Building better communities  
International Standard for crime prevention through environmental design (CPTED) just published.  
   ISO 22341, Security and resilience – Protective security – Guidelines for crime prevention through 
environmental design, addresses the principles, elements, strategies and process for reducing crime, 
including certain types of terrorist attacks, and fear of crime in new or existing urban built 
environments. 
 
By Clare Naden on 26 January 2021  
Medical laboratory testing  
How can we trust the results?  
    The future technical specification ISO/TS 5798, Quality practice for detection of Severe Acute 
Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) by nucleic acid amplification methods, will detail 
considerations for the design, development, verification, validation and implementation of analytical 
tests for detecting SARS-CoV-2 using nucleic acid amplification methods. It will include pre-examination 
and examination process steps for respiratory tract specimens as well as their relevant parameters. 
 
 
UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://www.unwto.org/news 
News 
All Regions, Barometer, COVID-19  
2020: Worst Year in Tourism History with 1 Billion Fewer International Arrivals 
28 Jan 2021 
   Global tourism suffered its worst year on record in 2020, with international arrivals dropping by 74% 
according to the latest data from the World Tourism Organization (UNWTO). Destinations worldwide 
welcomed 1 billion fewer international arrivals in 2020 than in the previous year, due to an 
unprecedented fall in demand and widespread travel restrictions. This compares with the 4% decline 
recorded during the 2009 global economic crisis. 
 
 
WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 30 Jan 2021] 
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/ 
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https://www.iso.org/news/ref2617.html
https://www.iso.org/standard/81712.html
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https://www.unwto.org/news/2020-worst-year-in-tourism-history-with-1-billion-fewer-international-arrivals
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/


   

  

Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CBD  Convention on Biological Diversity [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://www.cbd.int/ 
Announcements 
Briefing Webinars for SBSTTA-24 and SBI-3 
   Four briefing webinars are being convened between 19 January 2021 and 2 February 2021 to provide 
information on the documents for SBSTTA-24 and for selected agenda items of SBI-3.  
   A series of webinars will take place in preparation for the upcoming sessions of the twenty-fourth 
meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice (SBSTTA 24) and the 
third meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Implementation (SBI 3).  
   The webinars are also relevant to the ongoing preparations for the third meeting of the Open-ended 
Working Group on the Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework (WG2020-3) and the fifteenth meeting 
of the Conference of the Parties (COP 15) and related meetings.  
   The briefing webinars are intended to assist Parties and observers in becoming familiar with the 
documentation for SBSTTA 24 and SBI 3, its structure and content, and to respond to questions from 
participants. The briefing webinars are not negotiation sessions and the statements and views 
expressed during the webinars will not be considered part of the official work of SBSTTA-24, SBI-3, 
and WG2020-3.  
   Further information on the briefing webinars, including the registration, schedule and proposed 
agenda for each webinar will soon be made available on the Convention’s meetings page. After 
registering, participants will receive a confirmation e-mail containing further information on how to join 
the event. 
   Participants can register at: https://register.gotowebinar.com/rt/5659180163226301967  
 
29.01.2021 Cognitive Ecology: A New Research Scope from The International Journal of 
Environmental Science and Technology  
   As the COVID-19 pandemic remains unresolved, scientists of all fields publish their studies as a hope 
to end the chaos. 
 
:::::: 
 
USAID [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Announcements 
USAID Recognizes World Neglected Tropical Diseases Day and a New Global Strategy  
January 30, 2021 
This week, the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) is proud to join governments 
around the world in celebrating World Neglected Tropical Diseases (NTD) Day and the launch of a new 
global strategy for NTDs.  
 
On the Reinstatement of USAID’s Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Training and Fora  
January 29, 2021 
The United States Agency for International Development (USAID), the world’s premier development 
agency, fully supports and recognizes the power and innovation that lies within its workforce. The 
diversity of our talented colleagues is our greatest strength, and brings expertise, passion, and 
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commitment to advancing our mission. USAID is committed to increasing the diversity of our workforce 
and ensuring equity, inclusion, engagement, and respect in our workplace. These are all keys to 
success. 
 
USAID Welcomes President Biden’s Commitment to Women and Children  
January 29, 2021 
Today, I am proud to recognize President Biden’s commitment to improving the lives of beneficiaries, 
particularly women and girls, around the world by revoking the January 23, 2017 Presidential 
Memorandum (The Mexico City Policy), thereby rescinding the Protecting Life in Global Health 
Assistance (PLGHA) policy. This action means that the United States Agency for International 
Development (USAID) will again benefit from an expanded partner base able to implement U.S. global 
health assistance. This includes increasing access to critical health services, such as HIV/AIDS care for 
key populations, family planning information and services, and effective tuberculosis diagnosis and 
treatment. Our efforts help promote safe motherhood, improve the health of mothers and their 
children, and increase educational and economic opportunities for women and girls. 
 
 
Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office [nee DFID]  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/foreign-commonwealth-development-office 
Selected Press Releases. Announcements 
New Global Coalition launched to address impacts of Climate Change  
   Prime Minister Boris Johnson will launch the Adaptation Action Coalition, a new international coalition 
to tackle the impacts of climate change.  
Updated: 25 January 2021  
 
 
ECHO  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news 
Latest News 
EU boosts humanitarian aid budget for 2021 as needs rise 
26/01/2021 
As global humanitarian needs worsen further due to the consequences of the coronavirus pandemic 
and the effects of climate change, the European Commission has adopted its initial annual 
humanitarian budget of €1.4 billion for 2021. This represents...  
 
:::::: 
 
African Union [to 30 Jan 2021] 
http://www.au.int/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of Social  
Press releases  
AU’s 20th anniversary 
January 29, 2021  
The African Union (AU) Commission and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) today 
kicked off a year-long pr 
 
Building the Africa We Want: NEPAD Turns 20 
January 29, 2021  

https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/jan-29-2021-usaid-welcomes-president-biden-commitment-women-and-children
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http://www.au.int/
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20210129/african-union-and-undp-launch-au-20-study-review-progress-ahead-aus-20th
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20210129/building-africa-we-want-nepad-turns-20


   

  

 
MTN partners with African Union on COVID-19 vaccinations in Africa 
January 28, 2021  
 
Grant to Expand Access to COVID-19 Testing and Tracing in Africa 
January 28, 2021  
 
Historic partnership aimed at securing over 1.2 Billion people and 55 nations 
January 28, 2021  
   The Secretariat of the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA), the Future Investment Initiative 
(FII) and OriginAll S.A. announced today a partnership representing a historic effort and opportunity to 
harness their respective strengths in an effort to eradicate counterfeit and illicitly traded products from 
the AfCFTA nations. The cooperation is expected to benefit over 1.2 billion people, protect the national 
interests of the 55 AfCFTA nations and the safety and wellbeing of their citizens. The initiative will 
deprive criminal, terrorist and disruptive structures from one of their main sources of revenues, 
channeling back billions of dollars into the region’s legitimate economy. 
   “Counterfeiters and illicit traders have been taking advantage of our continent for centuries, 
depriving our nations from substantial revenues, fostering corruption and costing the lives of hundreds 
of thousands of African citizens every year. This can no longer be tolerated, it needs to stop, and it 
must stop now. We must put our national interests and the safety of African citizens first.” Said H.E. 
Wamkele Mene, Secretary General of the AfCFTA. “I am proud to be at the forefront of this initiative 
and grateful to our friends in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia for standing by our side during this historic 
moment” the Secretary General added… 
 
 
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
http://asean.org/category/news/asean-secretariat-news/ 
Secretariat News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
European Commission [to 30 Jan 2021] 
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1 
Statement  29 January 2021 
Commission statement on the vaccine export authorisation scheme 
   To tackle the current lack of transparency of vaccine exports outside the EU, the Commission is 
putting in place a measure requiring that such exports are subject to an authorisation by Member 
States. 
   In the process of finalisation of this measure, the Commission will ensure that the Ireland / Northern 
Ireland Protocol is unaffected. The Commission is not triggering the safeguard clause. 
   Should transits of vaccines and active substances toward third countries be abused to circumvent the 
effects of the authorisation system, the EU will consider using all the instruments at its disposal. 
   In the process of finalising the document, the Commission will also be fine-tuning the decision-
making process under the implementing regulation… 
 
Questions and answers   29 January 2021 
Questions and Answers: Transparency and authorisation mechanism for exports of COVID-
19 vaccines 
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https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/qanda_21_308
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/qanda_21_308


   

  

   The objective of this measure is to ensure timely access to COVID-19 vaccines for all EU citizens and 
to tackle the current lack of transparency of vaccine exports outside the EU. 
 
Press release   29 January 2021 
European Commission authorises third safe and effective vaccine against COVID-19 
   Today, the European Commission has granted a conditional marketing authorisation (CMA) for the 
COVID-19 vaccine developed by AstraZeneca, the third COVID-19 vaccine authorised in the EU. 
 
 
OECD  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
http://www.oecd.org/  
Top Stories 
Food systems face a daunting triple challenge requiring governments to take a more 
holistic approach  
   Food systems face the triple challenge of providing food security and nutrition for a growing global 
population, and livelihoods to farmers and others working in food supply chains around the world, all 
while improving environmental sustainability.  
January 27, 2021 
 
Better use of energy taxes could strengthen developing country finances while cutting 
pollution  
   Developing countries could raise much-needed public revenues, while cutting emissions and air 
pollution, by making better use of energy taxes and reducing energy subsidies, according to a new 
OECD report.  
January 25, 2021 
 
 
Organization of American States (OAS)   [to 30 Jan 2021] 
http://www.oas.org/en/ 
Press Releases 
Statement from OAS General Secretariat on Illegal Detention of Guyanese Vessels by 
Venezuela 
January 27, 2021 
 
OAS Begins Implementation of New Hemispheric Action Plan on Drugs 2021-2025 
January 25, 2021 
 
Permanent Council to Discuss the Current Situation of the COVID-19 Pandemic in the 
Region and Developments Relating to the Guyana-Venezuela Controversy 
January 25, 2021 
 
 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://www.oic-oci.org/  
Selected Press Releases 
OIC and UNHCR discuss update on humanitarian situation of Rohingya refugees 
   The General Secretariat of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) played host on January 
27th 2021 to an online meeting wherein the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) gave a briefing and 
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situational update, to the OIC Contact Group on Rohingya, regarding the humanitarian situation of this 
population of the world.... 
27/01/2021 
 
 
Group of 77  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
http://www.g77.org/ 
Latest Statements and Speeches 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China at the Joint Briefing by the Presidents of the General 
Assembly and the Economic and Social Council (New York, 27 January 2021) 
 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by H.E. Ambassador Boubacar Diallo from the 
Permanent Mission of the Republic of Guinea to the United Nations at the virtual informal consultations 
of the General Assembly on the ECOSOC/HLPF review process (New York, 25 January 2021) 
 
:::::: 
 
UNCTAD  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://unctad.org/media-centre 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Customs Organization – WCO  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
http://www.wcoomd.org/ 
Latest News – Selected Items 
29 January 2021  
New HS classification reference for vaccines and related supplies and equipment  
   In this new stage of the COVID-19 pandemic, in which vaccines are ready for distribution, the WCO 
Council has tasked the Secretariat to work with relevant international organizations to develop 
guidance materials to facilitate the cross-border movement of situationally critical medicines and 
vaccines, including highlighting existing HS classification for critical medicines, vaccines and associated 
medical supplies necessary for their manufacture, distribution and use. 
    The WCO’s Tariff and Trade Affairs Directorate, in close cooperation with the World Health 
Organization, has prepared a new HS classification reference for vaccines and the medical consumables 
normally used during the vaccination process, including the equipment used for their storage and 
transportation. 
   The New HS classification reference for vaccines and related supplies and equipment can be found in 
the WCO COVID-19 vaccines distribution dedicated page: 
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/topics/facilitation/activities-and-programmes/natural-disaster/covid19-
vaccines-distribution.aspx 
 
 
WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 30 Jan 2021] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
WTO News and Events 
DDG Wolff urges WTO ministers to address the pandemic and make 2021 a year of action  
29 January 2021 
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   Speaking to ministers from a cross-section of the WTO membership on 29 January, Deputy Director-
General Alan Wolff urged them to make 2021 “a year of substantial accomplishments” at the WTO by 
taking action on health, sustainability issues, and the joint statement initiatives. He urged that 
concluding agreements not be put off to the WTO Ministerial Conference later this year, particularly for 
an agreement to curb fisheries subsidies, which should be concluded in the next few months.  
 
New WTO publication looks at impact of digital technologies on developing countries 
28 January 2021 
   A new WTO publication launched on 28 January looks at how the rapid adoption of digital 
technologies can create challenges and opportunities for developing countries. The publication — 
written by chairholders and Advisory Board members of the WTO Chairs Programme and by WTO 
Secretariat staff — examines the role of domestic policy and international cooperation in creating a 
more prosperous and inclusive future for these countries.  

:::::: 

IPU  Inter-Parliamentary Union   [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases 
Press releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Court of Justice  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases 
Latest Press Releases   
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Criminal Court (ICC)  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
Trying individuals for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/ 
News 
ICC Judges amend Code of Judicial Ethics 
Press Release   26 January 2021 
   Today, on 27 January 2021, a revised version of the Code of Judicial Ethics of the International 
Criminal Court (ICC) enters into force… 
   Key amendments have been made to article 5 of the ICC Code of Judicial Ethics concerning integrity, 
such as an express reference to judicial collegiality, an explicit prohibition of any form of discrimination, 
harassment and abuse of authority, and a new paragraph elaborating on ethical obligations in 
connection with the election of the Presidency. The revised Code clarifies its binding nature, as well as 
providing that certain ethical obligations continue to apply to former judges. It adds important concepts 
such as loyalty to the Court and further elaborates on judicial independence. The revised Code will be 
reviewed regularly and amended, as necessary…. 
 
[Excerpt] 
Article 5 Integrity  
[1] Judges shall conduct themselves with probity, restraint and integrity in accordance with their office, 
thereby enhancing public confidence in the judiciary. In interactions with States Parties, civil society, 
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the diplomatic community and other stakeholders, judges will act with care and consideration to ensure 
the propriety of their communications in such context.  
 
[2] Judges shall treat fellow judges, Parties and participants, staff members and others with dignity 
and respect. Judges shall not engage in any form of discrimination, harassment, including sexual 
harassment, and abuse of authority.  
 
[3] Judges shall act at all times towards one another in a spirit of collegiality and professionalism. 
 
[4] Judges shall not directly or indirectly accept any gift, advantage, privilege or reward that can 
reasonably be perceived as being intended to influence the performance of their judicial functions.  
 
[5] Judges’ obligation to act with probity and integrity extends to all aspects of their office, including 
their participation in decision-making to elect their fellow judges to positions of administrative 
responsibility, including in the Presidency of the Court and as Presidents of Division. Judges shall vote 
independent of any external influence and shall not be motivated by personal interests while 
participating in such elections. Candidates shall refrain from any action that might, in the context of the 
election, be reasonably perceived as an inappropriate promise, gift, advantage, privilege or reward of a 
personal nature. Any permitted electoral campaigning shall be in accordance with the principles and 
standards of this Code and focussed on the candidate’s professional experience and attributes which 
qualify her or him for the office sought and/or plans for her or his term of office. All limitations on 
electoral campaigning established in the Guidelines on the Procedure for the Election of the Presidency 
must be respected, any violation of which shall be a violation of this Code. 
 
:::::: 
  
World Bank [to 30 Jan 2021] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
Selected News, Announcements 
Roma Sounding Board 
   Mission of the Roma Sounding Board Roma Sounding Board (RSB) is a representative group of civil 
society organizations with specific expertise in the area of social and economic inclusion of the Roma. 
The...  
Date: January 27, 2021 Type: Brief  
 
Health Emergency Preparedness and Response (HEPR) Umbrella Program 
   Supporting better health emergency preparedness and more effective responses Given the urgency 
for stronger global health security and the need to help developing countries get better prepared for 
disease...  
Date: January 27, 2021 Type: Brief  
 
Economic Inclusion Programs Now Benefit 92 Million People Worldwide 
   Unprecedented surge in these programs seen in 2020, World Bank report says  WASHINGTON, Jan. 
26, 2021 — Economic inclusion programs, which help boost income and assets of the world’s poorest...  
Date: January 26, 2021 Type: Press Release  
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
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IMF  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article 
News, Announcements 
January 28, 2021 
Transcript of the World Economic Outlook Update Press Briefing  
January 28, 2021 ... Even within countries, the burden of the crisis has been felt unequally across ... 
The new virus Strain have made abundantly clear that the pandemic is not over until it's ... 
 
January 28, 2021 
Government Support Is Vital as Countries Race to Vaccinate – IMF Blog  
The sooner the global pandemic ends, the quicker economies can return to normal and ... Investing in 
health systems (including vaccinations), education, and infrastructure. ... Related Posts 
 
January 27, 2021 
Transcript of the conversation between the Managing Director and Joseph Joyce, M. 
Margaret Ball Professor of International Relations, Department of Economics at Wellesley 
College, on A New Bretton Woods–Cooperation Towards a Resilient, Sustainable, and 
Inclusive World at the Madeleine Korbel Albright Institute for Global Affairs.  
 
 
African Development Bank Group  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://www.afdb.org/en 
Press Releases 
NEPAD affirms close ties to the African Development Bank as it assesses achievements and 
challenges after two decades 
   28-Jan-2021 - African leaders and representatives from the development community, civil society and 
private sector came together on Thursday for a symposium to celebrate two decades of the New 
Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD), a flagship program of the African Union. Participants 
commended the African Development Bank highly for its role in financing infrastructure and agricultural 
programs on the continent. 
 
New African Development Bank-GCA initiative will galvanize $25 billion to scale up African 
climate adaptation 
   26-Jan-2021 - African Development Bank President Akinwumi A. Adesina announced the launch on 
Monday of the Africa Adaptation Acceleration Program (AAAP) to mobilize $25 billion to scale up and 
accelerate climate change adaptation actions across Africa. The announcement came during the 
Climate Adaptation Summit (CAS) 2021, hosted by the government of the Netherlands and the Global 
Center on Adaptation. 
 
 
Asian Development Bank  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
http://www.adb.org/news/releases 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-
level announcements are added each week] 
25 Jan 2021 
ADB Calls for Far-Reaching Reforms to Build Resilient Education Systems Amid COVID-19 
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https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/nepad-affirms-close-ties-african-development-bank-it-assesses-achievements-and-challenges-after-two-decades-40597
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/new-african-development-bank-gca-initiative-will-galvanize-25-billion-scale-african-climate-adaptation-40567
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/new-african-development-bank-gca-initiative-will-galvanize-25-billion-scale-african-climate-adaptation-40567
http://www.adb.org/news/releases
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-calls-far-reaching-reforms-build-resilient-education-systems-amid-covid-19


   

  

    Governments and stakeholders in Asia and the Pacific should initiate far-reaching reforms to 
strengthen the resilience of education and training systems as they deal with the COVID-19 pandemic, 
according to a new guidance note from ADB. 
 
 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank   [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-
level announcements are added each week] 
News  
Washington, Jan. 25, 2021 
How We Rebuild: A Conversation with President ... 
   COVID-19 has exposed fault lines, vulnerabilities, and structural weaknesses in emerging and 
advanced economies with recovery now expected to be long, uneven and uncertain.  
 
 
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news 
News 
29 JAN  
Invitation to Indigenous Peoples’ Forum at IFAD: How indigenous food systems can help 
build resilience to impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic  
 
28 JAN  
Help for Nigerian small-scale farmers to improve food security and combat poverty in the 
face of COVID-19  
 
 
Islamic Development Bank  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://www.isdb.org/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 
 

:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
   We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new research and 
major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, collaborations, and initiatives 
across the human rights, humanitarian response and development spheres of action.  WE will not 
reference fundraising announcements, programs, events or appeals, and generally not include content 
which is primarily photo-documentation or video in format. 
 
 
Action Contre la Faim – Action Against Hunger  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org 
Communiqués de presse  

https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/2021/How-We-Rebuild-A-Conversation-with-President-Jin-Liqun-on-AIIBs-Fifth-Anniversary.html
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/42427477
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/42427477
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/42424631
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/42424631
https://www.isdb.org/
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/


   

  

Irak 
Accompagner les agriculteurs locaux face au dérèglement climatique 
Posté le 21 janvier 2021  
Dans la province de Bassorah, au sud de l’Irak, Action contre la Faim vient en aide aux agriculteurs 
vulnérables grâce à son nouveau programme en sécurité alimentaire. 
 
 
Alliance for International Medical Action (ALIMA)  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://www.alima-ngo.org/en/press-room 
PRESS RELEASES 
Facing the second wave of COVID-19, countries in sub-Saharan Africa lack resources and 
vaccines 
29-01-2021  
   “ALIMA is calling for equitable access to vaccines as soon as possible,” says Dr. Moumouni Kinda, 
ALIMA’s Director of Operations. “It is necessary to work to ensure that Africa has access to safe and 
quality vaccines following a strategy adapted to the African context, in terms of accessibility – cost, 
storage temperature – and targeting of people to be vaccinated, initially limited to those most 
vulnerable to COVID-19.” 
 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://newsroom.amref.org/category/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases     
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Aravind Eye Care System  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://aravind.org/ 
Aravind News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Blue Shield International  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://theblueshield.org/category/bsi-news/ 
BSI News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BRAC  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
http://www.brac.net/#news 
Latest  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clubhouse International  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html 
News/Events 
No new digest content identified. 

https://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/a-la-une/accompagner-les-agriculteurs-locaux-face-aux-dereglement-climatiques/
https://www.alima-ngo.org/en/press-room
https://alima.ngo/en/blog/2021/01/29/facing-the-second-wave-of-covid-19-countries-in-sub-saharan-africa-lack-resources-and-vaccines/
https://alima.ngo/en/blog/2021/01/29/facing-the-second-wave-of-covid-19-countries-in-sub-saharan-africa-lack-resources-and-vaccines/
http://amref.org/news/news/
https://newsroom.amref.org/category/press-releases/
https://aravind.org/
https://theblueshield.org/category/bsi-news/
http://www.brac.net/#news
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html


   

  

 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://drc.ngo/ 
Press Releases 
Global 
DRC Statement on COVID-19 vaccines 
25. January 2021 
   Danish Refugee Council calls for equal access to vaccines for all countries and groups of people who 
need it – including refugees, asylum-seekers, migrants, and internally displaced persons. 
 
 
ECPAT  [to 30 Jan 2021]  
http://www.ecpat.net/news 
News from ECPAT 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Fountain House  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/  
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
GE2P2 Global  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
A foundation/501[c]3 and a public benefit corporation focused on advancing ethical and scientific rigor 
in research and evidence generation – informing governance, policy and practice 
www.ge2p2.org 
News/Analysis/Statements/Webinars 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Humanity & Inclusion  [nee Handicap International]  [to 30 Jan 2021]  
https://hi.org/en/index 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Heifer International  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://www.heifer.org/ 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
We Can End Hunger in America—If We're Willing to Make Significant Changes to Our Food 
System  
January 29, 2021 
   Throughout the pandemic we’ve heard the same rallying cry – let’s not return to what we did before 
but use this as a moment for thoughtful,...  
 
Cooperation in poultry production an example to others  

https://drc.ngo/
https://drc.ngo/about-us/for-the-media/press-releases/2021/1/statement-on-covid-19-vaccines/
http://www.ecpat.net/news
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press
about:blank
about:blank
http://www.ge2p2.org/
https://hi.org/en/index
https://www.heifer.org/
https://time.com/5933677/covid-food-system/
https://time.com/5933677/covid-food-system/
https://www.wattagnet.com/blogs/23-poultry-around-the-world/post/42102-co-operation-in-poultry-production-an-example-to-others


   

  

January 29, 2021 
   The program aims to build a viable and equitable market system and improve access to feed and 
technical support for 46,000 poultry farming households in Kenya.  
 
Heifer International and Cargill expand hatching hope into Kenya  
January 28, 2021 
   Hatching Hope Kenya will support farmers to more than halve the living income gap over the next 
three years.  
 
Heifer International And Cargill Expand Hatching Hope Into Kenya, Improving Nutrition 
And Livelihoods Through Sustainable Poultry Production  
By Heifer International | January 27, 2021 
   Hatching Hope Kenya will develop and strengthen viable and sustainable poultry market systems, 
reaching 10 million people in its first phase.  
 
 
HelpAge International  [to 30 Jan 2021]  
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/ 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
No new digest content identified. 

 
 
ICRC  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
ICRC signs a Memorandum of Understanding with the Governmental Commission of 
Missing Persons of Kosovo 
    The MoU is meant to serve as a guide and groundwork for the coordination and cooperation 
between the ICRC and GCMP in the course of actions aimed at clarifying the fate and whereabouts of 
those still missing in relation to the 1998–1999 armed conflic 
29-01-2021 | News release 
   
The International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement scales up its humanitarian 
response to meet urgent needs in Ethiopia, Sudan and Djibouti 
   The ICRC is appealing to donors for 20 million Swiss francs to urgently expand its response to the 
acute humanitarian needs created by the Tigray crisis in Ethiopia, while the IFRC is appealing for 27 
million Swiss francs to support the Ethiopian Red 
27-01-2021 | News release 
   
The ICRC co-launches the Geneva Global Hub for Education in Emergencies 
On the occasion of the 2021 International Day of Education, the ICRC and other organizations 
launched the Geneva Global Hub for Education in Emergencies on 25 January. 
25-01-2021 | Article 
 
 
IFRC   [to 30 Jan 2021] 
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 

https://news.writecaliber.com/agriculture-middle-east-heifer-international-and-cargill-expand-hatching-hope-into-kenya/
https://www.heifer.org/about-us/news/press/press-releases/hatching-hope-expanded-into-kenya.html
https://www.heifer.org/about-us/news/press/press-releases/hatching-hope-expanded-into-kenya.html
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/icrc-signs-memorandum-understanding-governmental-commission-missing-persons-kosovo
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/icrc-signs-memorandum-understanding-governmental-commission-missing-persons-kosovo
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/international-red-cross-and-red-crescent-movement-scales-its-humanitarian-response-meet
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/international-red-cross-and-red-crescent-movement-scales-its-humanitarian-response-meet
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/geneva-global-hub-education
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/


   

  

Africa, Djibouti, Ethiopia, Sudan 
The International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement scales up its humanitarian 
response to meet urgent needs in Ethiopia, Sudan and Djibouti 
   Geneva/Nairobi, 28 January 2021 –  The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) is 
appealing to donors for 20 million Swiss francs to urgently expand its response to the acute 
humanitarian needs created by the Tigray crisis in Ethiopia, while th … 
28 January 2021 
 

Global 
IFRC announces expansion of disaster fund ahead of major climate summit 
   Geneva, 25 January 2021 – The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies 
(IFRC) announced today a major expansion of one of the world’s only means of channeling 
international funds directly to frontline disaster responders. The an … 
25 January 2021 
 
 
International Medical Corps (IMC)   [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/ 
Updates / Alerts 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
IRC  International Rescue Committee  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 
Media highlights [Selected] 
Press Release  
As more contagious COVID-19 variants threaten the world’s most vulnerable, the IRC calls 
for equitable vaccine distribution 
January 29, 2021  
   “…With billions of people not anticipated to receive a COVID-19 vaccine this year, we continue to 
urge high-income countries to increase their investments to both the COVAX facility and broader 
humanitarian assistance that remains every bit as essential, especially given the severity of COVID-19’s 
secondary impacts. This includes ensuring that refugees and internally displaced people are included in 
vaccination campaigns…” 
 
Press Release  
The IKEA Foundation awards €30 million grant to the International Rescue Committee to 
support livelihoods development for urban refugees in East Africa  
January 28, 2021  
 
 
IRCT  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://irct.org/ 
Latest News 
News   28 Jan 2021  
IRCT provides important input to the Danish Development Strategy  
 
News   27 Jan 2021  

https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/international-red-cross-red-crescent-movement-scales-humanitarian-response-meet-urgent-needs-ethiopia-sudan-djibouti/
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/international-red-cross-red-crescent-movement-scales-humanitarian-response-meet-urgent-needs-ethiopia-sudan-djibouti/
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/ifrc-announces-expansion-disaster-fund-ahead-major-climate-summit/
https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/more-contagious-covid-19-variants-threaten-worlds-most-vulnerable-irc-calls-equitable
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/more-contagious-covid-19-variants-threaten-worlds-most-vulnerable-irc-calls-equitable
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/more-contagious-covid-19-variants-threaten-worlds-most-vulnerable-irc-calls-equitable
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/more-contagious-covid-19-variants-threaten-worlds-most-vulnerable-irc-calls-equitable
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/ikea-foundation-awards-eu30-million-grant-international-rescue-committee-support
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/ikea-foundation-awards-eu30-million-grant-international-rescue-committee-support
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/more-contagious-covid-19-variants-threaten-worlds-most-vulnerable-irc-calls-equitable
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/more-contagious-covid-19-variants-threaten-worlds-most-vulnerable-irc-calls-equitable
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/ikea-foundation-awards-eu30-million-grant-international-rescue-committee-support
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/ikea-foundation-awards-eu30-million-grant-international-rescue-committee-support
https://irct.org/
https://irct.org/media-and-resources/latest-news/article/1067


   

  

IRCT calls on Turkish court to overturn Dr Serdar Küni's outrageous conviction  
 
 
Islamic Relief Worldwide  [to 30 Jan 2021]  
https://www.islamic-relief.org/ 
Latest News  
Islamic Relief Worldwide responds positively to Independent Commission led by Dominic 
Grieve QC 
Published: 29 January, 2021  
   Islamic Relief Worldwide (IRW) welcomes the findings of the Independent Commission established to 
examine trustee vetting and conduct and wider global governance arrangements, led by former UK 
Attorney General Dominic Grieve QC and assisted by Sir Clive Jones. 
   The Independent Commission’s report, published today, finds no evidence of institutional anti-
Semitism in the organisation and provides IRW with 19 recommendations to improve its governance 
practices. 
   IRW has committed to fully implementing the recommendations, which include reforms to the   
membership and governance of IRW’s international Board, updating the charity’s Code of Conduct, and 
utilising external expertise when undertaking the vetting of trustees. 
   The full Independent Commission report is available here 
 
Islamic Relief supports displaced families amid conflict in Mali 
Published: 28 January, 2021 
  
Islamic Relief offers lifeline for conflict-affected families in Niger 
Published: 27 January, 2021  
 
10 questions: A Q&A with our departing CEO, Naser Haghamed 
Published: 26 January, 2021  
 
Jazakallah Khair, our dedicated CEO 
Published: 26 January, 2021  
   The Chair of Islamic Relief Worldwide has paid warm tribute to Chief Executive Officer, Naser 
Haghamed, who steps down from his position on January 31 for health reasons after 27 years of 
distinguished service. 
 
 
Landsea   [to 30 Jan 2021] 
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Medecins du Monde   [to 30 Jan 2021]  
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/ 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Mercy Corps [to 30 Jan 2021] 

https://irct.org/media-and-resources/latest-news/article/1066
https://www.islamic-relief.org/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/islamic-relief-worldwide-responds-positively-to-independent-commission-led-by-dominic-grieve-qc/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/islamic-relief-worldwide-responds-positively-to-independent-commission-led-by-dominic-grieve-qc/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Independent-Commission-Report-29.01.2021.pdf
https://www.islamic-relief.org/islamic-relief-supports-displaced-families-amid-conflict-in-mali/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/islamic-relief-offers-lifeline-for-conflict-affected-families-in-niger/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/10-questions-with-our-departing-ceo-naser-haghamed/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/jazakallah-khair-our-dedicated-ceo/
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/


   

  

http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
News Releases & Alerts  
January 28, 2021  
Mercy Corps Commitments to Action Progress Report 
Biannual report includes updates on increased safeguarding resources, hiring of Chief Ethics and 
Compliance Officer...  
 
January 28, 2021  
NGOs warn: Reduced humanitarian access impedes response to rising cases of COVID-19 
and the harsh effects of winter in Northern Syria amid shortages of humanitarian aid 
Sub-zero temperatures, floods and soaring food prices – combined with rising cases of COVID-19 and 
ongoing aid shortages...  
 
January 24, 2021  
Aid Agencies Make Unprecedented and United Call for Biden Administration to Revoke 
Ansar Allah Terrorist Designation 
24 January 2021 – Twenty-two aid organisations working in Yemen remain extremely concerned about 
the humanitarian...  
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 30 Jan 2021]  
http://www.msf.org/ 
Latest [Selected Announcements] 
Italy  
Abandoned at the borders: stories of people on the move during winter  
Voices from the Field 28 Jan 2021  
 
Democratic Republic of Congo  
South Kivu: An endless flight  
Project Update 28 Jan 2021  
 
Coronavirus COVID-19 pandemic  
Malawi is overwhelmed by second wave of COVID-19  
Interview 27 Jan 2021  
 
Neglected diseases  
No more neglected diseases, no more neglected patients  
Press Release 27 Jan 2021  
 
Central African Republic  
Displaced people in Bouar living amid fear and growing needs  
Project Update 26 Jan 2021  
 
Neglected diseases  
Overcoming neglect: Finding ways to manage and control NTDs  
Report 26 Jan 2021  
 
 

http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases
https://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/commitments-to-action-progress-report-jan-21
https://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/ngos-warn-humanitarian-access-COVID-winter-northern-Syria
https://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/ngos-warn-humanitarian-access-COVID-winter-northern-Syria
https://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/yemen-designation-joint
https://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/yemen-designation-joint
http://www.msf.org/
https://www.msf.org/abandoned-italys-borders-stories-people-move
https://www.msf.org/south-kivu-democratic-republic-congo-endless-flight
https://www.msf.org/malawi-overwhelmed-second-wave-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.msf.org/no-more-neglected-diseases-no-more-neglected-patients
https://www.msf.org/fighting-western-car-leaves-displaced-people-growing-needs
https://www.msf.org/overcoming-neglect-report-ntds


   

  

Operation Smile  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office 
Program Schedule 
Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve every 
opportunity for safe surgical care.  
 
  
OXFAM [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://www.oxfam.org/en/ 
Selected News/Announcements   
Johnson & Johnson and Novovax COVID-19 vaccine results 
29 January 2021 
   In response to Johnson & Johnson's and Novovax release of Phase 3 Trial results of their respective 
COVID-19 vaccines, Niko Lusiani, Senior Advisor with Oxfam America, said:  
 “Today marks yet another hopeful achievement in the fight against the coronavirus. Thanks to tireless 
scientific efforts, and funding from taxpayers like you and me, these two new vaccines could help turn 
the corner in the battle against the COVID-19 pandemic. The speed that the virus is mutating is only 
reinforcing the need for mass-produced vaccines available to everyone, everywhere, as soon as 
possible."  
 
Mega-rich recoup COVID-losses in record-time yet billions will live in poverty for at least a 
decade  
25 January 2021 
   The 1,000 richest people on the planet recouped their COVID-19 losses within just nine months, but 
it could take more than a decade for the world’s poorest to recover from the economic impacts of the 
pandemic, reveals a new Oxfam report today. ‘The Inequality Virus’ is being published on the opening 
day of the World Economic Forum’s ‘Davos Agenda’.  
 
 
Norwegian Refugee Council   [to 30 Jan 2021] 
http://www.nrc.no/ 
Latest news  
Middle East|Lebanon | 29. Jan 2021  
Beirut blast six months on: Thousands still homeless with poverty on the rise 
   Six months since the Beirut explosion, thousands of families face a new wave of homelessness 
because of rising poverty, the Norwegian Refugee Council warned today.  
 
Yemen | 24. Jan 2021  
Aid agencies make unprecedented and united call for Biden administration to revoke Ansar 
Allah terrorist designation 
   Twenty-two aid organisations working in Yemen remain extremely concerned about the humanitarian 
consequences of the designation of Ansar Allah as a Foreign Terrorist Organisation (FTO) and Specially 
Designated Global Terrorists (SDGT), which came into effect on 19 January.  
 
 
Pact  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
http://www.pactworld.org/  
Latest News  

http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office
http://www.operationsmile.org/approach/program-schedule
https://www.oxfam.org/en/
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/johnson-johnson-and-novovax-covid-19-vaccine-results
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/mega-rich-recoup-covid-losses-record-time-yet-billions-will-live-poverty-least-0
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/mega-rich-recoup-covid-losses-record-time-yet-billions-will-live-poverty-least-0
http://www.nrc.no/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2021/january/beirut-blast-six-months-on-thousands-still-homeless-with-poverty-on-the-rise/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2021/january/aid-agencies-make-unprecedented-and-united-call-for-biden-administration-to-revoke-ansar-allah-terrorist-designation/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2021/january/aid-agencies-make-unprecedented-and-united-call-for-biden-administration-to-revoke-ansar-allah-terrorist-designation/
http://www.pactworld.org/


   

  

January 25, 2021 
Pact, Magma Group and Aurum Monaco partner to make the business case for responsible 
artisanal gold in Mauritania  
 
 
Partners In Health  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://www.pih.org/news 
News   
Why Decarceration Is Vital For Public Health Amid COVID-19 
   The COVID-19 crisis in America's prisons disproportionately impacts communities of color due to 
decades of mass incarceration and puts all communities at risk for the virus. In a new white paper, PIH 
urges governments across the U.S. to release as many people as possible to stop the spread of COVID-
19 and end the violation of incarcerated people's human rights.  
January 26, 2021  
 
 
PATH  [to 30 Jan 2021]  
https://www.path.org/media-center/  
Press Release 
PATH’s statement on the Biden administration’s memorandum reversing the Mexico City 
Policy 
January 29, 2021 by PATH  
 
GSK, PATH, and Bharat Biotech sign product transfer agreement to help ensure long-term 
supply of RTS,S/AS01E malaria vaccine 
January 27, 2021 by PATH  
:: Bharat Biotech to produce antigen for world’s first vaccine against Plasmodium falciparum malaria 
following technology transfer, to help ensure long-term sustainable supply. 
:: Transfer builds on GSK commitments to donate up to 10 million vaccine doses to the pilot 
implementation in regions of Ghana, Kenya, and Malawi and supply up to 15 million doses annually to 
2028 if recommended for wider use. 
:: Bharat Biotech selected as partner based upon its established experience in development, 
production, and supply of global health vaccines. 
 
PATH and the U.S. President's Malaria Initiative launch a $30M global project to advance 
the use of new and existing tools to fight malaria and save lives 
January 26, 2021 by PATH  
PATH builds a consortium of partners to implement the five-year PMI Insights for Malaria (INFORM) 
award. 
   Seattle, WA, January 26th, 2021 - PATH is pleased to announce that it has been chosen to lead the 
U.S. President’s Malaria Initiative’s (PMI) new five-year $30 million operational research and program 
evaluation project to help partner countries ensure they are making the most effective and efficient use 
of resources to fight malaria and save lives. Through strong collaboration with in-country research 
institutions, PMI Insights for Malaria (INFORM) will generate evidence and data to inform national 
malaria programs and the global malaria community of best practices, while strengthening research 
capacity in PMI-supported countries. 
 
 

https://www.pactworld.org/news/pact-magma-group-and-aurum-monaco-partner-make-business-case-responsible-artisanal-gold
https://www.pactworld.org/news/pact-magma-group-and-aurum-monaco-partner-make-business-case-responsible-artisanal-gold
https://www.pih.org/news
https://www.pih.org/article/why-decarceration-vital-public-health-amid-covid-19
https://www.path.org/media-center/
https://www.path.org/media-center/paths-statement-on-the-biden-administrations-memorandum-reversing-the-mexico-city-policy/
https://www.path.org/media-center/paths-statement-on-the-biden-administrations-memorandum-reversing-the-mexico-city-policy/
https://www.path.org/media-center/gsk-path-and-bharat-biotech-sign-product-transfer-agreement-help-ensure-long-term-supply-rtssas01e-malaria-vaccine/
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Plan International/BORNEfonden  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Save The Children [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://www.savethechildren.net/news 
News 
28 January 2021 - Syria 
NGOs warn: Reduced humanitarian access impedes response in Northern Syria amid 
shortages of humanitarian aid 
 
28 January 2021 - Bosnia and Herzegovina 
Children sleeping outside during winter nights at risk in Bosnia and Herzegovina  
 
27 January 2021 - Kenya 
COVID-19: Focus and funds must pivot to Africa as countries reel from deadly second wave 
 
26 January 2021 - Global 
60 million children across eight of the biggest humanitarian crises need help to survive 
this year, warns Save the Children 
 
 
Tostan  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
http://www.tostan.org 
News/Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Women for Women International [to 30 Jan 2021]  
https://www.womenforwomen.org/blogs 
Blogs & Updates 
January 27, 2021  
Supporter Spotlight: Kara Alaimo  
Article 
 
 
World Vision  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
http://wvi.org/ 
Newsroom  
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
Electronic Frontiers Foundation   [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://www.eff.org/updates?type=press_release 
No new digest content identified. 
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Freedom House [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://freedomhouse.org/ 
Latest Updates  
Kazakhstan: Government Suspends Key Human Rights Organizations  
Press release  
January 27, 2021 
The Kazakhstani government suspended several human rights organizations over their funding sources, 
escalating its ongoing campaign to curtail civil society. 
 
 
Human Rights Watch  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://www.hrw.org/ 
Featured Commentary, Announcements, Statements 
January 28, 2021  
US: Biden Acts to Undo Trump Damage to Women’s Health  
   United States President Joe Biden has issued a presidential memorandum that is an important first 
step to repair harm to sexual and reproductive health and rights, but more executive and legislative 
action is needed, Human Rights Watch said today. 
   
January 30, 2021 
Commentary  
Detained and Prosecuted for Defending Protesters in Russia  
Damelya Aitkhozhina  
Researcher, Russia 
 
January 29, 2021 
News Release  
Sri Lanka: UN Rights Chief Decries Mounting Abuses  
   
January 28, 2021 
Dispatches  
77 Lashes for a Gay Couple in Indonesia  
Kyle Knight  
Senior Researcher, Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Rights Program 
 
 
Transparency International  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases 
Press 
2020 Corruption Perceptions Index reveals widespread corruption is weakening COVID-19 
response, threatening global recovery 
Corruption and COVID-19 worsening democratic backsliding 
   The 2020 Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI) released today by Transparency International reveals 
that persistent corruption is undermining health care systems and contributing to democratic…  
28 January 2021  
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
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:::::  
 
ChildFund Alliance  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://childfundalliance.org/ 
News/ Statements 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
CONCORD  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
http://concordeurope.org/  
Latest News and Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
The Elders  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://theelders.org/news-insight 
Selected Press Releases and Major Announcements 
Opinion 
COVID-19 shows that we cannot take stability and competent governance for granted  
28 January 2021  
With the Doomsday Clock remaining at just 100 seconds to midnight, Gro Harlem Brundtland warns 
of an alarmingly high level of existential risk to humanity. Published in Project Syndicate. 
[See Week in Review above for full text] 
 
News 
Finding Humanity Podcast: critical conversations with The Elders  
28 January 2021  
The Finding Humanity podcast explores the need for empathetic and principled leadership on some of 
the biggest challenges humanity is grappling with today. 
 
Statement 
The Elders welcome US-Russian agreement to extend New START nuclear treaty  
27 Jan 2021 
The Elders today welcomed the agreement by US President Joe Biden and Russian President Vladimir 
Putin to extend New START (Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty) for five years. 
 
Speech 
The hands of the Doomsday Clock remain still: the existential challenges we face do not  
27 Jan 2021 
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf warns that while the 2021 Doomsday Clock hands remain at 100 seconds to 
midnight, the existential threats we face demand urgent action. 
 
 
Evidence Aid   [to 30 Jan 2021] 
Evidence Aid aims to save lives and livelihoods in disasters by providing decision-makers with the best 
available evidence and by championing its use. 
http://www.evidenceaid.org/ 
New Resources  

https://childfundalliance.org/
http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/
https://theelders.org/news-insight
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http://www.evidenceaid.org/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/skin-problems-and-covid-19-multiple-reviews/


   

  

Skin problems and COVID-19 (multiple reviews)Added January 28, 2021 
 
Face mask decontamination (multiple reviews)Added January 27, 2021 
 
Antimicrobial mouthwashes and nasal sprays in the context of COVID-19 (multiple 
reviews)Added January 27, 2021 
 
 
Gavi [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://www.gavi.org/ 
News releases  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Getty Conservation Institute   [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://www.getty.edu/research/ 
Latest News    
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Global Fund  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/ 
News  
COVID-19 Situation Report 
28 January 2021 
   Our COVID-19 Situation Reports bring together news about the Global Fund partnership’s response 
to the pandemic. We publish a new issue when there are developments. The latest issue is available 
below.  
Situation Report - 28 January 2021   download in English 
 
 
Hilton Prize Coalition [to 30 Jan 2021] 
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/ 
Website not responding at inquiry 
 
 
ICVA - International Council of Voluntary Agencies   [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://icvanetwork.org/ 
Latest resources, events, content 
NGO Consultations -Asia Pacific - Climate and Environment Charter for Humanitarian 
Organisations  
February 2, 2021 - 6:00am to 7:00am 
Online 
 
NGO Consultations -MENA- Climate and Environment Charter for Humanitarian 
Organisations  
February 4, 2021 - 2:00pm to 3:00pm 
Online 
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https://www.gavi.org/
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NGO Consultations -Europe /North America - Climate and Environment Charter for 
Humanitarian Organisations  
February 9, 2021 - 9:00am to 10:00am 
Online 
 
NGO Consultations -Europe/North America - Climate and Environment Charter for 
Humanitarian Organisations  
February 9, 2021 - 4:00pm to February 22, 2021 - 5:00pm 
Online 
 
 
InterAction  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
http://www.interaction.org/ 
Latest Updates 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
3ie  International Initiative for Impact Evaluation [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://www.3ieimpact.org/ 
Publications/Events/Blogs 
Assessing bottlenecks within Iron and Folic Acid Supplementation Delivery in Kenya  
Working paper 3ie 2021  
   This paper a stakeholder-identified inventory of bottlenecks within iron folic acid supplementation 
delivery systems in Kenya. 
 
 
CHS Alliance  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
http://chsalliance.org/ 
Our Impact 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Development Initiatives   [to 30 Jan 2021] 
http://devinit.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
::::::  
 
Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action 
(ALNAP)     [to 30 Jan 2021] 
http://www.alnap.org/ 
News/Blog/Events  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 30 Jan 2021] 

https://www.icvanetwork.org/node/8754
https://www.icvanetwork.org/node/8754
https://www.icvanetwork.org/node/8755
https://www.icvanetwork.org/node/8755
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https://www.3ieimpact.org/evidence-hub/publications/working-papers/assessing-bottlenecks-within-iron-and-folic-acid
http://chsalliance.org/
http://devinit.org/news/
http://www.alnap.org/


   

  

http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre 
LATEST PRESS RELEASES 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
EHLRA/R2HC/HIF   [to 30 Jan 2021] 
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Geneva Centre of Humanitarian Studies [nee CERAH] – [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://humanitarianstudies.ch/ 
News/Events 
The Lancet Series on Women’s and Children’s Health in Conflict Settings 
26/01/21 
   A new Lancet Series on Women’s and Children’s Health in Conflict Settings aimed to improve 
understanding of and address the special requirements of providing sexual, reproductive, maternal, 
newborn, child and adolescent health and nutrition services in conflict settings was launched on 
Monday 25 January 2020. 
   The Series, co-authored by our Centre’s Director Professor Karl Blanchet, draws upon scholarship 
from the Bridging Research & Action in Conflict Settings for Health of Women & Children (BRANCH) 
Consortium – of which our Centre is partner – and provides insights into the nature and dynamics of 
women’s and children’s health and nutrition in diverse conflict contexts globally. The Series papers 
articulate a way forward to fill immediate evidence and guidance gaps as well as longer term action to 
ensure the most effective humanitarian health response for conflict-affected women and children… 
 
 
Groupe URD   [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://www.urd.org/en/ 
Publications, Events, News 
Training catalogue 2021 
25/01/2021  
   Groupe URD accompanies aid organisations in adopting new forms of solidarity where the priority is 
given to supporting local actors and reinforcing the resilience of people and territories. We do this 
through a number of activities, including training. Our aim is to strengthen the professionalism and 
commitment of individuals (staff, volunteers, consultants and students) and to help organisations adapt 
their approach to subjects like the environment, evaluation, agile management or participation. Take a 
look at our training courses for 2021!  
 
 
International Humanitarian Studies Association  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://ihsa.info/  

Weekly humanitarian blog posts selection 
The impact of Global North´s decisions on aid and Covid-19 
Selection#41 (18th-24th January) 
   For the first time in our selection, most blog posts focus on the global North; including Covid-19 
vaccination strategies, aid policy and migration management. Western national interests may 
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determine availability of Covid-19 vaccines for others, while at the same time the West can learn from 
east Asia on how to deal with pandemics. 
   Aid policy issues include the challenges of the Biden administration to transform the United States aid 
policy, and the role of international organisations in localisation.  
   Other posts highlight the heightened risks faced by Nigerian refugee women in Italy, the failure to 
address migration to the US, and the scandal of the food crisis in the UK. 
 
 
INEE – an international network for education in emergencies   [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://inee.org/ 
News 
Stepping up education in emergencies through enhanced cooperation 
Publisher: Official Website of the Swiss Government  
Published   27 January 2021  
    The Geneva Global Hub for Education in Emergencies was officially launched on 25 January 2021. 
During the 2019 Global Refugee Forum held in Geneva, Switzerland pledged to position International 
Geneva as a global centre for education in emergencies. Over 127 million children in humanitarian 
crises and conflict regions cannot go to school. More than 40% of the 80 million displaced people are 
children; the majority of these children have no access to education, resulting in a lack of prospects, 
increased violence against children and lost generations. The Hub, the development of which 
Switzerland has played a major role in, aims to change this. 
 
 
Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP)  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://phap.org/ 
Association news, events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Sphere  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://spherestandards.org/news/ 
News 
Put people first to win the battle against COVID-19  
25 January 2021 | Sphere 
  By Dr Unni Krishnan The ancient Spanish port city of A Coruña has a fascinating history - one which 
contains many parallels with our present fight against a global pandemic. In fact, the city shares its 
name with the virus that... 
 
 
Start Network [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs 
News and Blog  
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
Brookings 
http://www.brookings.edu/ 

https://inee.org/
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Accessed 30 Jan 2021 
Latest Research/Events 
Middle East & North Africa  
Economic diversification in the Gulf: Time to redouble efforts 
Nader Kabbani and Nejla Ben Mimoune 
Sunday, January 31, 2021  
 
Report  
Innovation quality and global collaborations: Insights from Japan 
Dany Bahar and Selen Özdoğan 
Friday, January 29, 2021  
 
Immigration  
4 ways the Biden administration can improve the employment-based immigration system 
without Congress 
Dan Berger, Steve Yale-Loehr, Emily Hindle, and Hun Lee 
Thursday, January 28, 2021  
 
Coronavirus (COVID-19)  
Policy and Institutional Responses to COVID-19 in the Middle East and North Africa: Egypt 
Robert P. Beschel Jr. 
Thursday, January 28, 2021  
 
Report  
Turkey, Europe, and the Eastern Mediterranean: Charting a way out of the current 
deadlock 
Galip Dalay 
Thursday, January 28, 2021  
 
 
Center for Global Development    [to 30 Jan 2021] 
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center 
Selected Publications, News and Events 
January 28, 2021 
Is the Global Partnership for Education Redundant? 
GPE’s unique selling point is its single-minded focus on basic education, and its fairly streamlined, no-
strings-attached approach to funding poor countries’ own education plans. But is GPE the best channel 
for education aid? 
Maryam Akmal , Aisha Ali , Susannah Hares and Justin Sandefur  
 
January 25, 2021 
An Overview of the Impact of Proposed Cuts to UK Aid 
This note highlights a number of relevant figures in relation to the proposed reduction of the UK aid 
budget from 0.7% to 0.5% of gross national income (GNI) and looks at potential impacts. 
Ian Mitchell , Sam Hughes and Euan Ritchie  
 
 
CSIS  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
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https://www.csis.org/ 
Selected Reports 
Report 
Inflicting Surprise: Gaining Competitive Advantage in Great Power Conflicts 
January 29, 2021 | Mark F. Cancian With the return of great power competition, the United States 
needs every advantage it can get over its adversaries. This CSIS report looks at how the U.S. might 
revitalize the old but overlooked tool of surprise to gain a strategic advantage in great power conflict.  
 
Report 
An Alliance for Prosperity 2.0 
January 28, 2021 | Daniel F. Runde, Linnea Sandin An effective strategy in the Northern Triangle from 
the Biden administration can boost economic resiliency, stem migration to the United States, mitigate 
the impact of organized crime, and enhance citizen security.  
 
Report 
Leveraging Allies and Partners 
January 28, 2021 | Rachel Ellehuus, Colin Wall  
Taking its cue from the 2018 National Defense Strategy, this brief examines the extensive benefits the 
United States can derive from intensifying cooperation with allies and partners—in this case, Norway, a 
NATO ally, and Finland, a highly capable partner. 
 
Report 
The Biden Administration’s Security Challenges in the Gulf 
January 27, 2021 | Anthony H. Cordesman The United States needs to fundamentally rebuild its 
security partnerships with its Arab strategic partners to combat the evolving threats in the Middle East, 
writes CSIS’s Burke Chair in Strategy.  
 
Report 
Toward a Climate-Driven Trade Agenda 
January 27, 2021 | Jack Caporal, William Alan Reinsch How can trade policy be a tool to combat 
climate change? In this paper, the Scholl Chair lays out the foundation for a climate-driven trade 
agenda.  
 
Report 
Protecting Democracy in an Age of Disinformation: Lessons from Taiwan 
January 27, 2021 | Jude Blanchette, Bonnie S. Glaser, Scott Kennedy This report examines Taiwan’s 
experience in combating foreign and domestic disinformation and draws out lessons and implications 
for the United States.  
 
 
Rand  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://www.rand.org/pubs.html 
Selected Research Reports/Journal Articles [non-defense/military themes] 
Report 
A Comparison of National and International Approaches to COVID-19-Related Measures 
The authors evaluate the comparability of commonly used COVID-19 measures within the United States 
and across countries, and make recommendations for the use and development of measures that 
would allow for more standardized and valid comparisons. 
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Jan 29, 2021 
Mahshid Abir, Megan K. Beckett, Wenjing Huang, Hamad Al-Ibrahim, Joan Chang, Florian F. 
Schmitzberger, Kirstin W. Scott, Peter S. Hussey 
   
Journal Article 
The Use of Public Engagement for Technological Innovation: Literature Review and Case 
Studies 
This research report synthesises recent evidence, in the form of a literature review and case studies, 
on the use of public engagement for technological innovation. 
Jan 29, 2021 
Camilla d'Angelo, Advait Deshpande, Emily Ryen Gloinson, Joe Francombe, Cagla Stevenson, Mann 
Virdee, Salil Gunashekar 
   
Journal Article 
National Quality Forum Guidelines for Evaluating the Scientific Acceptability of Risk-
adjusted Clinical Outcome Measures: A Report From the National Quality Forum Scientific 
Methods Panel 
Our goal is to promote the transparency of NQF evaluations, improve the quality of performance 
measurements, and engage surgeons and all other stakeholders to work together to advance the 
science of performance measurement. 
Jan 29, 2021 
Laurent G. Glance, Karen Joynt Maddox, Karen C. Johnson, David R. Nerenz, David Cella, Bijan Borah, 
Joseph Kunisch, Paul Kurlansky, Jennifer Perloff, Michael A. Stoto, Ronald Walters, Susan White, 
Zhenquiu Lin 
   
Journal Article 
Geographic Variation and Disparities in Total Joint Replacement Use for Medicare 
Beneficiaries: 2009 to 2017 
The study objectives are to determine whether Black Medicare beneficiaries undergo fewer hip and 
knee replacements across regions, and whether disparities affected all or mainly affected 
socioeconomically disadvantaged Black beneficiaries. 
Jan 29, 2021 
Caroline P. Thirukumaran, Xueya Cai, Laurent G. Glance, Yeunkyung Kim, Benjamin F. Ricciardi, Kevin 
Fiscella, Yue Li 
 
Journal Article 
Medicare Shared Savings Program and Readmission Rate Among Patients with Ischemic 
Stroke 
Our aim was to determine if the Medicare Shared Savings Program is associated with changes in 
readmissions and mortality for patients hospitalized with ischemic stroke, and whether it has a different 
impact on safety net hospitals and non-SNHs. 
Jan 29, 2021 
Yeunkyung Kim, Laurent G. Glance, Robert G. Holloway, Yue Li 
   
Report 
International Prescription Drug Price Comparisons: Current Empirical Estimates and 
Comparisons with Previous Studies 
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This report provides findings related to international prescription drug price comparisons, noting that 
2018 drug prices in the United States were substantially higher than those in other countries. 
Jan 28, 2021 
Andrew W. Mulcahy, Christopher M. Whaley, Mahlet G. Tebeka, Daniel Schwam, Nathaniel Edenfield, 
Alejandro U. Becerra-Ornelas 
   
Journal Article 
Improving The Accuracy Of Hospital Quality Ratings By Focusing On The Association 
Between Volume And Outcome 
The goal of this exploratory analysis was to examine the changes in hospital star rankings for aortic 
valve replacement when shrinkage targets based on hospital case volume are used instead of the 
standard CMS approach. 
Jan 28, 2021 
Laurent G. Glance, Caroline P. Thirukumaran, Yue Li, Shan Gao, Andrew W. Dick 
   
Journal Article 
Considerations for Reduction of Risk of Perioperative Stroke in Adult Patients Undergoing 
Cardiac and Thoracic Aortic Operations: A Scientific Statement From the American Heart 
Association 
We herein provide suggestions on preoperative, intraoperative, and postoperative strategies aimed at 
reducing the risk of perioperative stroke and at improving the outcomes of patients who experience a 
perioperative stroke. 
Jan 28, 2021 
Mario Gaudino, Curtis Benesch, Faisal Bakaeen, Abe DeAnda, Stephen E. Fremes, Laurent G. Glance, 
Steven R. Messé, Aditya Pandey, Lisa Qia Rong 
   
Journal Article 
The Adult Cardiac Anesthesiology Section of STS Adult Cardiac Surgery Database: 2020 
Update on Quality and Outcomes 
In this first update report on quality and outcomes of the Adult Cardiac Anesthesiology Section, we 
present an overview of the clinically significant anesthesia and surgical variables submitted between 
2015 and 2018. 
Jan 28, 2021 
J. Mauricio Del Rio, James Abernathy, Mark A. Taylor, Robert H. Habib, Felix G. Fernandez, Bruce A. 
Bollen, Ryan E. Lauer, Nancy A. Nussmeier, Laurent G. Glance, Joseph V. Petty, G. Burkhard 
Mackensen, David F. Vener, Miklos D. Kertai 
 
Journal Article 
A Comparison of the Injury Severity Score and the Trauma Mortality Prediction Model 
We compared the performance of the Trauma Mortality Prediction Model with the Injury Severity Score 
and other measures of injury severity in a single cohort of patients. 
Jan 28, 2021 
Alan Cook, Jo Weddle, Susan P Baker, David W. Hosmer, Laurent G. Glance, Lee S. Friedman, Turner 
M. Osler 
 
Journal Article 
Ranking Trauma Center Quality: Can Past Performance Predict Future Performance? 
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This article explores whether trauma center quality metrics based on historical data can reliably predict 
future trauma center performance. 
Jan 28, 2021 
Laurent G. Glance, Dana B. Mukamel, Turner M. Osler, Andrew W. Dick 
   
Journal Article 
Trauma Care Does Not Discriminate: The Association of Race and Health Insurance with 
Mortality Following Traumatic Injury 
Using data from a sample of patients admitted to hospitals for traumatic injury, this article examines 
the effects of race and insurance coverage on mortality using two logistic regression models, for 
patients younger and older than 65 years. 
Jan 28, 2021 
Turner M. Osler, Laurent G. Glance, Wenjun Li, Jeffery S. Buzas, Megan L. Wetzel, David W. Hosmer 
   
Journal Article 
Survival Rates in Trauma Patients Following Health Care Reform in Massachusetts 
This article examines the effect of Massachusetts health care reform on survival rates of injured 
patients. 
Jan 28, 2021 
Turner M. Osler, Laurent G. Glance, Wenjun Li, Jeffery S. Buzas, David W. Hosmer 
   
Journal Article 
A Trauma Mortality Prediction Model Based on the ICD-10-CM Lexicon: TMPM-ICD10 
The authors constructed an outcome prediction model using only ICD-10-CM acute injury codes and 
compared its performance with that of the injury severity score. 
Jan 28, 2021 
Turner M. Osler, Laurent G. Glance, Alan Cook, Jeffery S. Buzas, David W. Hosmer 
 
Journal Article 
Impact of Risk Adjustment for Socioeconomic Status on Risk-adjusted Surgical 
Readmission Rates 
This article assesses whether differences in readmission rates between safety-net hospitals (SNH) and 
non-SNHs are due to differences in hospital quality, and compares the results of hospital profiling with 
and without adjusting for socioeconomic status. 
Jan 28, 2021 
Laurent G. Glance, Arthur L. Kellermann, Turner M. Osler, Yue Li, Wenjun Li, Andrew W. Dick 
   
Journal Article 
Impact of Hospital Readmissions Reduction Program Penalties on Hip and Knee 
Replacement Readmissions: Comparison of Hospitals at Risk of Varying Penalty Amounts 
We examined whether hospitals at risk of relatively large penalties from this expansion experienced 
greater declines in joint replacement readmissions compared with hospitals at risk of smaller penalties. 
Jan 28, 2021 
Caroline P. Thirukumaran, Brian E. McGarry, Laurent G. Glance, Meiling Ying, Benjamin F. Ricciardi, 
Xueya Cai, Yue Li 
   
Report 
Preliminary Findings from the Aerial Investigations Research Pilot Program 
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This report provides preliminary findings on the Aerial Investigations Research pilot program, a 
Baltimore Police Department program in which manned aircraft equipped with cameras gathered 
evidence to support crime investigations. 
Jan 27, 2021 
Andrew R. Morral, Terry L. Schell, Brandon Crosby, Rosanna Smart, Rose Kerber, Justin Lee 
   
Report 
Do Teachers Perceive That Their Main Instructional Materials Meet English Learners' 
Needs? Key Findings from the 2020 American Instructional Resources Survey 
In this Data Note, researchers draw on data from the spring 2020 American Instructional Resources 
Survey to examine teachers' perceptions of how their main materials meet the needs of English 
learners. 
Jan 27, 2021 
Andrea Prado Tuma, Sy Doan, Rebecca Ann Lawrence 
 
Journal Article 
Impact of Obesity on Mortality and Complications in Trauma Patients 
This article examines the association between obesity and outcomes in injured patients. 
Jan 27, 2021 
Laurent G. Glance, Yue Li, Turner M. Osler, Dana B. Mukamel, Andrew W. Dick 
   
Brochure 
Spotlight 2020–2021 
Spotlight 2020-2021 features examples of our research that helped to improve people's lives during a 
turbulent year. It also highlights a selection of research initiatives on the horizon for 2021. 
Jan 26, 2021 
   
Journal Article 
Illicit Synthetic Opioid Consumption in Asia and the Pacific: Assessing the Risks of a 
Potential Outbreak 
While many illegally manufactured potent synthetic opioids (IMPSO) are produced in Asia, there is little 
evidence they have entered markets there. We consider the susceptibility to IMPSO's encroachment in 
markets in the Asia-Pacific region. 
Jan 26, 2021 
Jirka Taylor, Bryce Pardo, Shann Hulme, Jennifer Bouey, Victoria A. Greenfield, Sheldon Zhang, Beau 
Kilmer 
 
Journal Article 
Do Supply-Side Forces Explain Geographic Variation in Health Care Use? 
We provide new evidence on causal factors behind geographic variation in health care utilization by 
examining changes in health care use for the near-elderly as they transition from being uninsured into 
Medicare. 
Jan 26, 2021 
Matthew R. Rosengart, Robert Kaestner, Jason M. Ward 
   
Journal Article 
Education and Health Over the Life Cycle 
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We extend the Grossman (1972) model of the demand for health and use it to analyze the effect of 
education on health at different ages. 
Jan 26, 2021 
Robert Kaestner, Cuiping Schiman, Jason M. Ward 
   
Journal Article 
The Effect of Large-scale Performance-Based Funding in Higher Education 
We analyze the effect of large-scale, high-stakes performance funding programs in Ohio and 
Tennessee. Using a difference-in-differences identification strategy along with a synthetic control 
approach, we find no evidence that these programs improve key academic outcomes. 
Jan 26, 2021 
Jason M. Ward, Ben Ost 
   
Journal Article 
The Impact of Parental Involvement Laws on the Abortion Rate of Minors 
We conduct a comprehensive analysis of the effect of parental involvement laws on the incidence of 
abortions to minors in the United States. 
Jan 26, 2021 
Theodore J. Joyce, Robert Kaestner, Jason M. Ward 
   
Journal Article 
Drivers of Differential Views of Health Equity in the U.S.: Is the U.S. Ready to Make 
Progress? Results from the 2018 National Survey of Health Attitudes 
This study uses data from a nationally representative sample of American adults to examine the factors 
that people think drive health outcomes and their beliefs about the importance of health equity. 
Jan 26, 2021 
Vivian L. Towe, Linnea Warren May, Wenjing Huang, Laurie T. Martin, Katherine Grace Carman, 
Carolyn Miller, Anita Chandra 
   
Journal Article 
Development of a Quality-Controlled Chlorine Gas Concentration Data Base for the Jack 
Rabbit II Field Experiments 
This paper describes the network of chlorine point sensors used during JR II, corrections to the 
measurements taken by MiniRAE sensors, and analyses using the concentrations measured along the 
concentric arcs 0.2–11 km away from the source. 
Jan 26, 2021 
Joseph C. Chang, Thomas Mazzola, Steven R. Hanna 
   
Journal Article 
Smart Cities as Large Technological Systems: Overcoming Organizational Challenges in 
Smart Cities Through Collective Action 
In this article, we argue that the main challenges policymakers confront in deploying 'smart cities' 
technologies are organizational rather than technological. 
Jan 26, 2021 
Jared Mondschein, Aaron Clark-Ginsberg, Andreas Kuehn 
   
Journal Article 
Public-private Partnership for Building a Resilient Broadband Infrastructure in Puerto Rico 
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This article will explore the use of an innovative approach to a public-private partnership to spur the 
deployment of broadband and create more resilient telecommunications networks in Puerto Rico. 
Jan 26, 2021 
Amado Cordova, Karlyn D. Stanley 
   
Journal Article 
Future Threats and Some Considerations for the Next U.S. National Defense Strategy 
In this article, the authors offer a U.S. perspective on the evolution of threats from the recent past, and 
posit several considerations for the next National Defense Strategy. 
Jan 26, 2021 
Gene Germanovich, Gabrielle Tarini, K. Jack Riley 
   
Journal Article 
A Longitudinal Study of Psychological Distress in the United States Before and During the 
COVID-19 Pandemic 
Equal numbers of people experienced serious psychological distress in 30 days during the pandemic as 
did over an entire year prior to the pandemic. 
Jan 26, 2021 
Joshua Breslau, Melissa L. Finucane, Alicia Revitsky Locker, Matthew D. Baird, Elizabeth Roth, Rebecca 
L. Collins 
   
Journal Article 
Changes in Health Services Use Among Commercially Insured US Populations During the 
COVID-19 Pandemic 
This study found that during the initial phase of the COVID-19 epidemic in March and April of 2020, 
patients significantly reduced use of preventive and elective care and increased use of telemedicine but 
not enough to offset reductions in in-person care. 
Jan 26, 2021 
Christopher M. Whaley, Megan F. Pera, Jonathan Cantor, Jennie Chang, Julia Velasco, Heather K. Hagg, 
Neeraj Sood, Dena M. Bravata 
   
Research Brief 
The Department of Defense's Posture for Artificial Intelligence: Assessment and 
Recommendations for Improvement 
In this report, RAND Corporation researchers assess the state of artificial intelligence relevant to the 
U.S. Department of Defense and provide recommendations for the future of the department's artificial 
intelligence posture. 
Jan 26, 2021 
Danielle C. Tarraf, William Shelton, Edward Parker, Brien Alkire, Diana Gehlhaus, Justin Grana, Alexis 
Levedahl, Jasmin Leveille, Jared Mondschein, James Ryseff, Ali Wyne, Dan Elinoff, Edward Geist, 
Benjamin N. Harris, Eric Hui, Cedric Kenney, Sydne Newberry, Chandler Sachs, Peter Schirmer, Danielle 
Schlang, Victoria M. Smith, Abbie Tingstad, Padmaja Vedula, Kristin Warren 
   
Testimony 
Reimagining the Workforce Development and Employment System: How a More Connected 
System Can Support Students, Workers, and Firms 
Testimony presented before the Florida House of Representatives Education & Employment Committee 
on January 26, 2021. 
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Jan 26, 2021 
Melanie A. Zaber, Lynn A. Karoly 
   
Report 
Seizures of Western Diplomatic Facilities: Historical Timelines, 1979–2019 
To help develop effective response capabilities, the authors review attacks on Western diplomatic 
facilities since 1979, focusing on the duration of each attack and how much advance warning there was 
of the attack. 
Jan 25, 2021 
Jacqueline Gardner Burns, Christopher A. Mouton, Adam R. Grissom, John P. Godges 
   
Report 
Analysis of the 10Plan: A Self-Pay System Designed to Minimize the Burden of Health Care 
Costs 
The 10Plan is a self-pay plan for individuals currently uninsured or covered by a private nongroup 
health insurance plan. The authors built a microsimulation model to estimate health care spending 
under both the status quo and the 10Plan. 
Jan 25, 2021 
Kandice A. Kapinos, Carter C. Price, Drew M. Anderson, Adrienne M. Propp, Raffaele Vardavas, 
Christopher M. Whaley 
   
Tool 
Reducing Tobacco Use Among Young People Experiencing Homelessness: 
Recommendations for Service Providers 
This manual contains an easy-to-use guide for service providers to deliver brief and inexpensive 
assistance to youth experiencing homelessness who want to stop using tobacco products. 
Jan 25, 2021 
Erika Litvin Bloom, William G. Shadel, Joan S. Tucker 
 
 
RoRI [Research on Research Institute]  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
http://researchonresearch.org/ 
We're an open and independent new initiative providing data, analysis and intelligence on how to make 
research systems more strategic, open, diverse and inclusive. 
RoRI News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Alan Turing Institute 
https://www.turing.ac.uk/news 
News, Research, Events 
The Alan Turing Institute unveils new programme for AI UK national showcase  
A two-day national showcase of the very best of UK academic work in AI... 
Wednesday 27 Jan 2021 
 
New agreement to advance research at intersection of AI and manufacturing  
The Alan Turing Institute and the University of Sheffield Advanced Manufacturing Research Centre 
(AMRC)... 
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Wednesday 27 Jan 2021 
 
Announcing AI UK 2021: a celebration of the UK’s AI talent  
Nearly a year has passed since we had to cancel the first ever AI... 
Monday 25 Jan 2021 
 
 
Unitaid  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://unitaid.org/ 
Featured News 
27 January 2021 
Unitaid looks to invest in better tools to prevent and treat postpartum haemorrhage 
   Geneva – Unitaid is pleased to announce a new call for proposals in the area of tools for reducing 
maternal mortality. 
   Despite a significant reduction in the number of women who die in pregnancy and childbirth over the 
last 30 years, global progress has stalled. There were almost 300,000 preventable maternal deaths in 
2017, most of which occurred in low-and middle-income countries (LMICs). 
   A coordinated, integrated effort, with emphasis on expanded access to innovative health 
interventions is needed to reach the 2030 SDG targets and address the unacceptably high number of 
global maternal deaths. 
   Under this call, Unitaid is soliciting proposals for interventions aimed at accelerating the adoption and 
scale-up of innovations to reduce maternal mortality from postpartum haemorrhage (PPH)… 
 
 
Urban Institute   [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://www.urban.org/publications 
Publications 
Closing Postpartum Coverage Gaps and Improving Continuity and Affordability of Care 
through a Postpartum Medicaid/CHIP Extension  
The current public health insurance landscape for postpartum women leaves many new mothers 
uninsured during the first year after pregnancy, because eligibility for pregnancy-related 
Medicaid/Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) coverage ends 60 days after pregnancy ends. In 
this report, we assess how many uninsured new mothers would likely benefit from a 12-month 
postpartum Medicaid/CHIP extension. Using  
Emily M. Johnston, Jennifer M. Haley, Stacey McMorrow, Genevieve M. Kenney, Tyler Thomas, Clare 
Wang Pan, Robin Wang 
January 29, 2021  
Research Report 
  
The Public Health Insurance Landscape for Pregnant and Postpartum Women  
Concerns about maternal morbidity and mortality in the US have focused attention on uninsurance 
during the first year after pregnancy and fueled efforts to improve access to postpartum coverage. In 
this report, we assess the current public health insurance landscape for pregnant and postpartum 
women, including Medicaid, the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP), and subsidized 
Marketplace coverage; recently  
Jennifer M. Haley, Emily M. Johnston, Ian Hill, Genevieve M. Kenney, Tyler Thomas 
January 29, 2021  
Research Report 
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The Evidence Supports the CFPB’s New Seasoning Pathway to Safe Harbor  
This brief analyzes historical loan performance to study the CFPB’s newly issued Seasoning QM Rule, 
which would provide a 3-year pathway to safe harbor for loans that are rebuttable presumption or 
nonqualified mortgages at the time of origination. This analysis shows that loan performance during 
the first three years is a better predictor of subsequent loan performance than the rate spread. 
Specifically, we find  
Karan Kaul, Laurie Goodman, Jun Zhu 
January 29, 2021  
Brief 
  
Many Uninsured Adults Have Not Tried to Enroll in Medicaid or Marketplace Coverage  
Using data from the second wave of the Coronavirus Tracking Survey, we assess awareness of and 
experiences with publicly subsidized coverage options among adults who were uninsured in September 
2020. We find the following: Nearly half of all uninsured adults had neither looked for information on 
Marketplace coverage nor tried to obtain Medicaid/CHIP. Only about half of uninsured adults had heard 
a lot or  
Jennifer M. Haley, Erik Wengle 
January 28, 2021  
Brief 
  
Medicaid Expansion Would Have a Larger Impact Than Ever during the COVID-19 
Pandemic  
As of December 2020, 36 states and the District of Columbia had expanded Medicaid eligibility under 
the Affordable Care Act (ACA). We find that if the remaining 14 states had expanded eligibility in 2020, 
4.4 million fewer people would have been uninsured that year. Absent the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
difference would have been 3.8 million. Thus, Medicaid expansion in the remaining states would 
increase health  
Matthew Buettgens 
January 27, 2021  
Brief 
  
Fathers Advancing Community Together: Findings from the Participant Survey  
This brief presents changes in parents’ perceptions of parenting, relationships, co-parenting, and 
economic stability as captured on two waves of surveys with Fathers Advancing Community Together 
(FACT) program participants. FACT, offered by Rubicon Programs in Contra Costa County, California, is 
a multi-faceted program providing responsible parenting, healthy relationships, and economic stability 
workshops and  
Paige Thompson, Bryce Peterson, Lindsey Cramer 
January 27, 2021  
Brief 
  
Two Proposals to Strengthen Paid Leave Programs  
Comprehensive paid leave programs provide wage replacement for parental, caregiving and medical 
leave. Existing state paid leave programs do not currently include services aimed at assisting workers 
who have difficulty returning to their jobs after experiencing a new serious illness or injury. Return to 
work programs help firms retain employees, improve worker employment and health outcomes, and 
reduce costs  
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Jack Smalligan, Chantel Boyens 
January 26, 2021  
Brief 
  
Strategies for Advancing Impact Investing through Public Policy  
Periods of crisis remind us that our economic system often prioritizes short-term financial returns that 
concentrate wealth over sustainable and inclusive growth that addresses long-standing inequities. The 
COVID-19 pandemic and the movement for racial justice have shined a spotlight on stark inequities 
that are simultaneously acute and chronic. Impact investing, which can catalyze social and 
environmental  
Laura Tomasko, Brett Theodos, Matthew Eldridge, Jein Park 
January 26, 2021  
Brief 
  
Preliminary HIPSM Tables on Health Reform Analysis Using a Range of Alternative 
Premium Tax Credit and Cost-Sharing Reduction Schedules  
These preliminary tables were generated by Urban Institute staff, using the Health Insurance Reform 
Policy Simulation Model (HIPSM), to review the implications of possible changes to Marketplace 
premium tax credits and cost-sharing reductions. HIPSM is the Urban Institute's simulation model 
designed to estimate the cost and coverage effects of a range of different health reform options for the 
US nonelderly  
Urban Institute Staff 
January 26, 2021  
Fact Sheet 
  
Housing Finance At A Glance: A Monthly Chartbook, January 2021  
The January 2021 edition of At A Glance, the Housing Finance Policy Center’s reference guide for 
mortgage and housing market data, includes updated figures describing refinance shares at issuance, 
mortgage credit availability across lending channels, the non-agency share of mortgage securitizations, 
and months of supply. Housing Finance at a Glance: Monthly Chartbooks Archive  
Laurie Goodman, Janneke Ratcliffe, Jim Parrott, Jun Zhu, Sheryl Pardo, Karan Kaul, Michael Neal, Jung 
Hyun Choi, Linna Zhu, Caitlin Young, Daniel Pang, Alison Rincon, Gideon Berger, Rylea Luckfield 
January 26, 2021  
Research Report 
  
Applying Behavioral Science to Nonprofit Program Delivery  
Nonprofit organizations can increase their impact by addressing implementation challenges at key 
points of delivery. Behavioral science offers nonprofits a unique opportunity to achieve that goal. By 
applying behavioral science principles, nonprofits can design programming that recognizes how people 
make decisions to improve program delivery and overall impact. In a project funded by the Annie E. 
Casey  
Justin Milner, Matthew Gerken, Brett Theodos 
January 26, 2021  
Research Report 
  
Averting an Eviction Crisis  

https://www.urban.org/author/jack-smalligan
https://www.urban.org/author/chantel-boyens
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/strategies-advancing-impact-investing-through-public-policy
https://www.urban.org/author/laura-tomasko
https://www.urban.org/author/brett-theodos
https://www.urban.org/author/matthew-eldridge
https://www.urban.org/author/jein-park
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/preliminary-hipsm-tables-health-reform-analysis-using-range-alternative-premium-tax-credit-and-cost-sharing-reduction-schedules
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/preliminary-hipsm-tables-health-reform-analysis-using-range-alternative-premium-tax-credit-and-cost-sharing-reduction-schedules
https://www.urban.org/author/urban-institute-staff
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/housing-finance-glance-monthly-chartbook-january-2021
https://www.urban.org/author/laurie-goodman
https://www.urban.org/author/janneke-ratcliffe
https://www.urban.org/author/jim-parrott
https://www.urban.org/author/jun-zhu
https://www.urban.org/author/sheryl-pardo
https://www.urban.org/author/karan-kaul
https://www.urban.org/author/michael-neal
https://www.urban.org/author/jung-hyun-choi
https://www.urban.org/author/jung-hyun-choi
https://www.urban.org/author/linna-zhu
https://www.urban.org/author/caitlin-young
https://www.urban.org/author/daniel-pang
https://www.urban.org/author/alison-rincon
https://www.urban.org/author/gideon-berger
https://www.urban.org/author/rylea-luckfield
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/applying-behavioral-science-nonprofit-program-delivery
https://www.urban.org/author/justin-milner
https://www.urban.org/author/matthew-gerken
https://www.urban.org/author/brett-theodos
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/averting-eviction-crisis


   

  

In this brief, the authors summarize the size and impact of the wave of evictions that will follow the 
March expiration of the moratorium. They argue that while the steps that policymakers have taken to 
date have been helpful, they are not nearly enough given the scale and cost of the problem .  
Jim Parrott, Mark M. Zandi 
January 25, 2021  
Brief 
 
 
The Wistar Institute   [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://www.wistar.org/news/press-releases 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Economic Forum    [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/ 
Media 
Editor’s Note: 
The annual Davos conference generates a high volume of announcements as below. Please see the 
summary medial release in Week in Review above. 
 
News    29 Jan 2021  
World Leaders Urge Mindset Change to Build Trust, Foster Collective Action in the Year 
Ahead  
 
Cooperation Vital to Uphold as Pandemic Challenges Continue  
 
Klaus Schwab Releases “Stakeholder Capitalism”; Making the Case for a Global Economy 
that Works for Progress, People and Planet  
:: In his new book, released this week, Klaus Schwab looks at the achievement and shortcomings of 
the global economic system, and suggests way to improve it 
:: He makes the case for “Stakeholder Capitalism”, arguing that systems such as shareholder capitalism 
and state capitalism led the world down an unsustainable path 
:: Among those providing an “advance praise” are the leaders of Microsoft, Salesforce and Bank of 
America; anthropologist Jane Goodall, and Oxfam Director Gabriela Bucher 
:: The book is published by Wiley, and available as of January 27. Read more about it here 
 
News   28 Jan 2021  
Humanizing Technology Tops the Agenda During Davos Day Four  
 
Calls for Private Investment to Fill Humanitarian Aid Needs  
:: The number of people in need of humanitarian aid jumped by 50% to 235 million, according to UN  
:: Funding gap for humanitarian aid more than doubled to $24 billion in 2020  
:: The private sector has crucial role to play in plugging this funding gap through innovative financial 
models such as humanitarian and resilience investing  
:: Unlocking this finance requires collaboration among all stakeholders to improve quality of data and 
metrics on social and environmental impacts of interventions 
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World Economic Forum Launches New Global Initiative to Advance the Promise of 
Responsible Artificial Intelligence  
:: The World Economic Forum announces today the launch of the Global AI Action Alliance (GAIA) 
:: Artificial intelligence could contribute over $14 trillion to the global economy by 2035 while 
dramatically improving the lives of billions, but it will only achieve its potential if it is used responsibly 
:: The Alliance brings together over 100 companies, governments, civil society organizations and 
academic institutions to accelerate the adoption of AI in the global public interest 
:: Members of the Alliance will work together to identify and implement the best available tools and 
practices for using AI ethically and maximizing its benefits to all members of society 
:: Read more about the Global AI Action Alliance here 
 
Tackling Digital Deserts: Launch of First Cross-Sector Alliance to Close the Digital Divide  
 
Grassroots to the Rescue: 10,000 Innovators Answered the Call Build Fairer, Greener 
World  
 
News   27 Jan 2021  
World Leaders Sound Alarm on Climate Threats and Call for Unity in Response  
 
Rapid Roll-out of Carbon Trading including Natural Climate Solutions Critical to Reaching 
Net Zero  
 
Recovery Engines: Cities at Centre of International Initiative to Add Jobs and Protect the 
Planet  
 
Nigeria Joins Forces with World Economic Forum to Fight Plastic Pollution  
 
Food Innovation Hubs Put Farmers at Head of the Table for Systems Change  
 
Mission Possible: Climate-Action Partnership Launched to Help Transform Heavy Industry 
and Transport  
 
News   26 Jan 2021  
Collaboration and Environmental Protection Dominate Leadership Addresses on Day Two 
of Davos Agenda  
 
New Report Calculates COVID-19’s Cost on Lung Cancer Progress, Outlines 
Recommendations  
 
Global Business Leaders Support ESG Convergence by Committing to Stakeholder 
Capitalism Metrics  
 
Study Finds Ways To Boost Intra-African Trade and Build Resilience  
 
 
News   25 Jan 2021  
Calls for Collaboration and Rebuilding Trust Set Tone for The Davos Agenda  
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Deglobalization, Inequality and Digital Concentration Among Key Trends Shaping the 
Global Economy in 2021, Say Leading Chief Economists  
 
President Xi Jinping’s Speech at Davos Agenda is Historic Opportunity for Collaboration  
 
Partnership Launched to Fight Alzheimer’s Worldwide  
 
World Economic Forum Launches Coalition to Tackle Racism in the Workplace  
 
Investment in Upskilling Could Boost Global GDP by $6.5 trillion by 2030  
 

 
*                      *                       *                        * 
 
 

:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will primarily monitor press/media releases announcing key initiatives and new research from a 
growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, humanitarian 
response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended to be exhaustive, but 
indicative.  
 
 

Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/ 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
Press Releases and Statements  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Blue Meridian Partners [to 30 Jan 2021] 
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/ 
Blue Meridian Partners is a new capital aggregation collaboration that plans to invest at least $1 billion 
in high-performance nonprofits that are poised to have truly national impact for economically 
disadvantaged children and youth.  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Annie E. Casey Foundation   [to 30 Jan 2021] 
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/ 
Newsroom 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clinton Foundation  [to 30 Jan 2021] 

https://www.weforum.org/press/2021/01/deglobalization-inequality-and-digital-concentration-among-key-trends-shaping-the-global-economy-in-2021-say-leading-chief-economists
https://www.weforum.org/press/2021/01/deglobalization-inequality-and-digital-concentration-among-key-trends-shaping-the-global-economy-in-2021-say-leading-chief-economists
https://www.weforum.org/press/2021/01/president-xi-jinping-s-speech-at-davos-agenda-is-historic-opportunity-for-collaboration
https://www.weforum.org/press/2021/01/davos-alzheimer-s-collaborative-launches-global-plan-to-tackle-the-disease
https://www.weforum.org/press/2021/01/world-economic-forum-launches-coalition-to-tackle-racism-in-the-workplace
https://www.weforum.org/press/2021/01/investment-in-upskilling-could-boost-global-gdp-by-6-5-trillion-by-2030
https://alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/


   

  

https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements 
Press Releases & Statements 
January 26, 2021  
President Clinton to host “The Power of CDFIs for an Inclusive Economic Recovery,” the 
third event in the Clinton Foundation series to address racial and economic disparities 
amid COVID-19 
 
 
Co Impact   [to 30 Jan 2021] 
www.co-impact.io 
Co-Impact is a global philanthropic collaborative for systems change focused on improving the lives of 
millions of people around the world. 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Ford Foundation  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://www.fordfoundation.org/press-room/ 
The Latest 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
J. Paul Getty Trust  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
http://news.getty.edu/ 
Latest News 
45 Southern California Organizations Receive Over $5 Million for the Next “Pacific 
Standard Time” 
January 27, 2021 
   The Getty Foundation announced today $5.38 million in exhibition research grants to 45 cultural, 
educational, and scientific institutions throughout Southern California… 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press 
GHIT was set up in 212 with the aim of developing new tools to tackle infectious diseases that  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

Grameen Foundation    [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://grameenfoundation.org/stories/press-releases 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/  
Latest Updates  
Staffing transitions in the Hewlett Foundation Cyber Initiative   
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   The William and Flora Hewlett Foundation announced today that Cyber Initiative Director Eli 
Sugarman will join the Oversight Board, and Kelly Born will rejoin the foundation as Director on 
February 1. Hewlett Foundation President Larry Kramer shared the following about the staffing 
transitions: After six years leading our grantmaking in this area, Eli Sugarman is…  
Cyber January 28, 2021  
 
 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IKEA Foundation    [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/ 
Stories  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news  
Press Room   
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Kaiser Family Foundation  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://www.kff.org/search/?post_type=press-release 
News Releases 
January 27, 2021   News Release  
Nearly 9 Million Uninsured Americans Could Get Free or Subsidized Health Insurance if the 
Biden Administration Re-Opens ACA Marketplace Enrollment in Response to COVID-19 
   Four million uninsured people could get an ACA bronze plan with no premium payment and 4.9 
million others could get subsidies to offset the cost of such a plan if the Biden Administration were to 
re-open ACA marketplace enrollment, a KFF analysis finds. Four million uninsured people could get an… 
 
January 27, 2021   News Release  
Vaccine Monitor: Nearly Half of the Public Wants to Get a COVID-19 Vaccine as Soon as 
They Can or Has Already Been Vaccinated, Up across Racial and Ethnic Groups Since 
December 
   Most Convincing Messages to Promote Vaccination Highlight Effectiveness at Preventing Illness and a 
Return to Normal Life; Hearing about Rare Allergic Reactions and Side Effects May Discourage Some 
New KFF Dashboard Features Key Data and Insights from the Vaccine Monitor With millions of 
Americans getting their first COVID-19 vaccinations, the… 
 
January 26, 2021   News Release  
Donor Government Funding for Family Planning Remains Steady in 2019 
   A new KFF analysis finds donor government support for global family planning efforts totaled US$1.5 
billion in 2019, matching the previous year’s record level and well above the US$1.1 billion in 2012 

http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news
https://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news/250-how-philanthropic-partnerships-can-combat-america-s-opioid-epidemic
https://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news/250-how-philanthropic-partnerships-can-combat-america-s-opioid-epidemic
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/
https://www.hhmi.org/news
https://www.kff.org/search/?post_type=press-release
https://www.kff.org/private-insurance/press-release/nearly-9-million-uninsured-americans-could-get-free-or-subsidized-health-insurance-if-the-biden-administration-re-opens-aca-marketplace-enrollment-in-response-to-covid-19/
https://www.kff.org/private-insurance/press-release/nearly-9-million-uninsured-americans-could-get-free-or-subsidized-health-insurance-if-the-biden-administration-re-opens-aca-marketplace-enrollment-in-response-to-covid-19/
https://www.kff.org/coronavirus-covid-19/press-release/vaccine-monitor-nearly-half-of-the-public-wants-to-get-covid-19-vaccine-as-soon-as-they-can-or-has-already-been-vaccinated-up-across-racial-and-ethnic-groups-since-december/
https://www.kff.org/coronavirus-covid-19/press-release/vaccine-monitor-nearly-half-of-the-public-wants-to-get-covid-19-vaccine-as-soon-as-they-can-or-has-already-been-vaccinated-up-across-racial-and-ethnic-groups-since-december/
https://www.kff.org/coronavirus-covid-19/press-release/vaccine-monitor-nearly-half-of-the-public-wants-to-get-covid-19-vaccine-as-soon-as-they-can-or-has-already-been-vaccinated-up-across-racial-and-ethnic-groups-since-december/
https://www.kff.org/global-health-policy/press-release/donor-government-funding-for-family-planning-remains-steady-in-2019/


   

  

since the London Summit on Family Planning that created an international goal of increasing family 
planning services. The… 
 
 
Kellogg Foundation  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media 
Selected Announcements 
Carlos Rangel named vice president and chief investment officer 
WKKF Headlines 
Jan. 29, 201 
 
A laser-sharp focus on equitable opportunity 
Equitable Communities 
Jan. 27, 2021 
 
 
Aga Khan Foundation   [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
MacArthur Foundation  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
http://www.macfound.org/ 
News, Events, What We’re Learning 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation   [to 30 Jan 2021] 

https://mellon.org/ 
Mellon News, Press Releases 
Press Releases 
UCLA to Establish Archive on Policing and Mass Incarceration in Los Angeles 
January 28, 2021 
$3.65 million grant from Andrew W. Mellon Foundation funds project by ethnic studies centers and 
Million Dollar Hoods 
 
Press Releases 
Library of Congress Enriches America’s Story by Connecting with Minority Communities, 
Funded by $15M Andrew W. Mellon Foundation Grant 
January 27, 2021 
Multiyear Initiative to Share and Preserve Diverse Contemporary Culture and Provide Opportunities to 
the Next Generation of Knowledge Workers 
 
 
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://www.moore.org/news 
News 
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No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Open Society Foundations  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/newsroom 
Newsroom 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
http://www.packard.org/news/ 
News  
Perspectives 
2021: The Year for Ocean Equity 
By Meg Caldwell   January 28, 2021  
   A healthy ocean is a powerful force for good, providing oxygen and food, economic benefits, and 
opportunities for recreation and spiritual renewal, while sustaining cultural traditions… 
 
 
Pew Charitable Trusts  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room 
Press Releases & Statements  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/ 
Press Releases 
Jan 28 2021 
The Rockefeller Foundation Announces Grant to Expand Access to Covid-19 Testing and    
Tracing in Africa 
   NAIROBI, KENYA, 28 JANUARY 2021—The Rockefeller Foundation has announced a new grant of 
US$12 million to the Africa Public Health Foundation to help expand the geographic coverage of testing 
and … 
 
Jan 27 2021  Press Releases 
Mayors Largely Support Black Lives Matter Protests, Recognize Racial Disparities in 
Treatment by Police, But Are Not Embracing Dramatic Change to Policing, According to 
New Survey 
   Findings Among Those from the Boston University Initiative on Cities’ Menino Survey of Mayors,    
Supported by Citi and The Rockefeller Foundation Boston, MA – In spite of months of protests in … 
 
Jan 26 2021  Press Releases 
Energy for Growth Hub and The Rockefeller Foundation Call for Adoption of New Energy 
Poverty Metric 
   Global research network argues for ten-fold increase in the minimum acceptable level of energy 
access. Washington, D.C.– The Energy for Growth Hub, the non-profit global network of researchers, 
advocates and policymakers … 
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https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/news/mayors-largely-support-black-lives-matter-protests-but-are-not-embracing-dramatic-change-to-policing/
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https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/news/energy-for-growth-hub-and-the-rockefeller-foundation-call-for-adoption-of-new-energy-poverty-metric/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/news/energy-for-growth-hub-and-the-rockefeller-foundation-call-for-adoption-of-new-energy-poverty-metric/


   

  

 
Jan 25 2021  Press Releases 
New Covid-19 Testing Guidance to Protect Seniors and Those Living With Disabilities 
   Protocols significantly reduce the risk of Covid-19 transmission in America’s congregate care facilities 
Washington, DC— With over two million seniors and Americans with disabilities currently living in 
nursing homes and other … 
 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom.html 
Latest News and Highlights 
Kathryn S. Fuller Named Chair of the RWJF Board of Trustees 
January 27, 2021  
Kathryn S. Fuller, JD, has been elected chair of the RWJF Board of Trustees, succeeding retiring chair 
Roger S. Fine, JD.  
 
 
Science Philanthropy Alliance   [to 30 Jan 2021] 
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/ 
“…a group of organizations working together to increase philanthropic support for basic scientific 
research on a global basis…” 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SDGFunders  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
http://sdgfunders.org/ 
SDG Philanthropy Platform is a collaboration between philanthropy and the greater international 
development community led by Foundation Center, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
and Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, and supported by the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, Ford 
Foundation and the MasterCard Foundation, the Brach Family Foundation, and other key organizations 
such as Asociación de Fundaciones Empresariales (AFE) in Colombia, Brach Family Charitable 
Foundation, CAF America, Council on Foundations, East Africa Association of Grantmakers (EAAG), 
European Foundation Centre, Filantropi Indonesia (FI), GlobalGiving, The Humanitarian Forum, World 
Congress of Muslim Philanthropists, and Worldwide Initiatives for Grantmaker Support (WINGS). 
Selected Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://sloan.org/about/press  
Press Releases  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
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https://wellcome.ac.uk/news


   

  

 

:::::: 
 
Candid [formerly Foundation Center and GuideStar]  [to 30 Jan 2021 
https://candid.org/about/press-room?fcref=pg 
Press Room 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Council on Foundations  [to 30 Jan 2021] 
https://www.cof.org/newsroom 
Newsroom/Blog Posts 
Welcoming A New Group of Innovative Leaders to the Council's Board of Directors 
Monday, January 25, 2021 - 10:00am 
   The Council on Foundations today announced the appointment of four nonprofit leaders to its Board 
of Directors, as well as the renomination of two current members for a second term. New members 
include: Martha I. Jimenez, Executive Vice President and General Counsel of The California 
Endowment; Brandee McHale, Head of Citi Community Investing and Development and President of the 
Citi Foundation; Jennifer Ford Reedy, President of the Bush Foundation; and Mai-Anh Tran, Chief 
Financial Officer of the Ford Foundation. 

 
 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 
 

:: Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in human 
rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be exhaustive. We will 
add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon recommendation from 
readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content but note that successful access 
to some of the articles and other content may require subscription or other access arrangement unique 
to the publisher. Please suggest additional journals you feel warrant coverage. 
 
AJOB Empirical Bioethics 
Volume 12, 2020 Issue 1  
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/uabr21/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
AMA Journal of Ethics 
Volume 23, Number 1: E1-81   Jan 2021 
https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/issue/legacies-holocaust-health-care 
Legacies of the Holocaust in Health Care  
Health professionals’ involvement in atrocities of the Holocaust has influenced bioethics in critical ways. 
From abortion to xeno-transplantation, deliberation on almost every ethics topic in health care today—
genetics, informed consent, public health, military and civilian health policy and practice, death and 
dying, human subjects research, and refugee care—is influenced by Nazi medical crimes. This theme 
issue is devoted to orienting and reorienting contemporary bioethics to legacies of this tragic history.  

https://candid.org/about/press-room?fcref=pg
https://www.cof.org/newsroom
https://www.cof.org/news/welcoming-new-group-innovative-leaders-councils-board-directors
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/uabr21/current
https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/issue/legacies-holocaust-health-care


   

  

[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
February 2021  Volume 49 Issue 2  p137-280 
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
Major Articles 
Willingness to get the COVID-19 vaccine with and without emergency use authorization 
Jeanine P.D. Guidry, Linnea I. Laestadius, Emily K. Vraga, ... Mark Ryan, Bernard F. Fuemmeler, Kellie 
E. Carlyle 
Published online: November 19, 2020  p137-142 
Highlights 
:: Predictors of COVID-19 vaccine uptake intentions both under regular circumstances as well as under 
EUA included high perceived susceptibility to COVID-19, high perceived benefits of the vaccine, and 
scoring low on barriers to the vaccine. 
:: Predictors of COVID-19 vaccine uptake under EUA also included age and race/ethnicity. 
:: Concerns about rushed vaccine development appear to reduce vaccine uptake intent, as well as 
willingness to get the vaccine under EUA. 
 
 
American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
February 2021  Volume 60  Issue 2  p151-310 
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current  
Research Letters 
Rural–Urban Differences in Human Papillomavirus Vaccination Among Young Adults in 8 
U.S. States 
Minjee Lee, Mary A. Gerend, Eric Adjei Boakye 
Published online: October 13, 2020 
p298-299 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
February 2021  111(2) 
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
Volume 104, Issue 1, January 2021  
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/14761645/104/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
January 2021  Volume 174, Issue 1 
http://annals.org/aim/issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 

http://www.ajicjournal.org/current
https://www.ajicjournal.org/article/S0196-6553(20)31002-6/fulltext
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current
https://www.ajpmonline.org/article/S0749-3797(20)30370-6/fulltext
https://www.ajpmonline.org/article/S0749-3797(20)30370-6/fulltext
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/14761645/104/1
http://annals.org/aim/issue


   

  

 
Antiquity – A Review of World Archeology 
Latest Issue: Issue 378 - December 2020 
https://antiquity.ac.uk/latest 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Artificial Intelligence – An International Journal 
Volume 291  February 2021 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/artificial-intelligence/vol/291/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed 30 Jan 2021) 
Application of discrete choice experiments to estimate value of life: a national study 
protocol in Iran  
Authors: Negar Mirzaee, Amirhossein Takian, Farshad Farzadfar, Rajabali Daroudi, Ali Kazemi Karyani 
and Ali Akbari Sari 
Content type: Study protocol 
30 January 2021 
 
 
BMJ Global Health 
January 2021 - Volume 6 - 1 
https://gh.bmj.com/content/6/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 30 Jan 2021) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 30 Jan 2021) 
Knowledge among the rural parents about the vaccinations and vaccination coverage of 
children in the first year of life in Papua New Guinea – analysis of data provided by 
Christian health services  
Knowledge among the rural parents about the vaccinations and vaccination coverage of children in the 
first year of life in Papua New Guinea – analysis of data provided by Christian Health Services.  
Authors: Ewelina Gowin, Jerzy Kuzma and Danuta Januszkiewicz-Lewandowska 
Citation: BMC Infectious Diseases 2021 21:130  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 30 January 2021 

https://antiquity.ac.uk/latest
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/artificial-intelligence/vol/291/suppl/C
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/
https://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12962-021-00259-7
https://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12962-021-00259-7
https://gh.bmj.com/content/6/1
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content
https://bmcinfectdis.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12879-021-05824-2
https://bmcinfectdis.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12879-021-05824-2
https://bmcinfectdis.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12879-021-05824-2


   

  

 
Examining Australian public perceptions and behaviors towards a future COVID-19 vaccine  
As immunisation program launches have previously demonstrated, it is essential that careful planning 
occurs now to ensure the readiness of the public for a COVID-19 vaccine. As part of that process, this 
study...  
Authors: Holly Seale, Anita E. Heywood, Julie Leask, Meru Sheel, David N. Durrheim, Katarzyna 
Bolsewicz and Rajneesh Kaur 
Citation: BMC Infectious Diseases 2021 21:120  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 28 January 2021 
 
 
BMC Medical Ethics  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 
(Accessed 30 Jan 2021)  
HIV prevention research and COVID-19: putting ethics guidance to the test  
Critical public health measures implemented to mitigate the spread of the novel coronavirus disease 
(COVID-19) pandemic have disrupted health research worldwide, including HIV prevention research. 
While general guidance has been issued for the responsible conduct of research in these challenging 
circumstances, the contours of the dueling COVID-19 and HIV/AIDS pandemics raise some critical 
ethical issues for HIV prevention research. In this paper, we use the recently updated HIV Prevention 
Trials Network (HPTN) Ethics Guidance Document (EGD) to situate and analyze key ethical challenges 
related to the conduct of HIV prevention research during the COVID-19 pandemic as well as identify 
potential areas for refinement of the guidance document based on this unprecedented state of affairs. 
Authors: Stuart Rennie, Wairimu Chege, Leah A. Schrumpf, Florencia Luna, Robert Klitzman, Ernest 
Moseki, Brandon Brown, Steven Wakefield and Jeremy Sugarman 
Content type: Debate 
25 January 2021 
 
 
BMC Medicine 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content 
(Accessed 30 Jan 2021)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content 
(Accessed 30 Jan 2021) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Public Health 
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles 
Research 
Potential effect modification of RTS,S/AS01 malaria vaccine efficacy by household socio-
economic status  

https://bmcinfectdis.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12879-021-05833-1
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content
https://bmcmedethics.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12910-021-00575-w
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http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles
https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-021-10294-x
https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-021-10294-x


   

  

In the phase III RTS,S /AS01 trial, significant heterogeneity in efficacy of the vaccine across study sites 
was seen. Question on whether variations in socio - economic status (SES) of participant contributed ...  
Authors: Stephaney Gyaase, Kwaku Poku Asante, Elisha Adeniji, Owusu Boahen, Matthew Cairns and 
Seth Owusu-Agyei 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2021 21:240  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 28 January 2021 
 
Impact of video-led educational intervention on the uptake of influenza vaccine among 
adults aged 60 years and above in China: a study protocol for a randomized controlled trial  
Influenza is a global health threat to older adults, and the influenza vaccine is the most effective 
approach to prevent influenza infection. However, influenza vaccination coverage among Chinese older 
adults ...  
Authors: Pengchao Li, Khezar Hayat, Minghuan Jiang, Zhaojing Pu, Xuelin Yao, Yamin Zou, Krizzia 
Lambojon, Yifan Huang, Jinghua Hua, Hanri Xiao, Fulei Du, Li Shi, Panpan Zhai, Wenjing Ji, Zhitong 
Feng, Yilin Gong… 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2021 21:222  
Content type: Study protocol 
Published on: 27 January 2021 
 
 
BMC Research Notes  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content 
(Accessed 30 Jan 2021) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Open 
January 2021 - Volume 11 - 1 
https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/11/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
  
Bulletin of the World Health Organization   
Volume 99, Number 1, January 2021, 1-76 
https://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/99/1/en/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Child Care, Health and Development  
Volume 47, Issue 1  Pages: 1-141  January 2021 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13652214/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Child Abuse and Neglect: The International Journal 
Volume 110, Part 2,  December 2020 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/child-abuse-and-neglect/vol/110/part/P2 

https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-021-10220-1
https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-021-10220-1
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content
https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/11/1
https://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/99/1/en/
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13652214/current
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/child-abuse-and-neglect/vol/110/part/P2


   

  

Protecting children from maltreatment during COVID-19: First volume 
Edited by Carmit Katz, Barbara Fallon 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Clinical Therapeutics 
December 2020   Volume 42Issue 12  p2239-2340, e259-e274 
http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Clinical Trials 
Volume 17 Issue 6, December 2020  
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/ctja/17/6 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Conflict and Health 
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 30 Jan 2021] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Contemporary Clinical Trials 
Volume 99  December 2020 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/contemporary-clinical-trials/vol/99/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The CRISPR Journal 
Volume 3, Issue 6 / December 2020 
https://www.liebertpub.com/toc/crispr/3/6 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Current Genetic Medicine Reports 
Volume 8, issue 4, December 2020 
https://link.springer.com/journal/40142/volumes-and-issues/8-4 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Current Opinion in Infectious Diseases 
February 2021 - Volume 34 - Issue 1  
https://journals.lww.com/co-infectiousdiseases/pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Current Protocols in Human Genetics 

http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/current
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/ctja/17/6
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/contemporary-clinical-trials/vol/99/suppl/C
https://www.liebertpub.com/toc/crispr/3/6
https://link.springer.com/journal/40142/volumes-and-issues/8-4
https://journals.lww.com/co-infectiousdiseases/pages/currenttoc.aspx


   

  

Volume 108, Issue 1  December 2020 
https://currentprotocols.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/19348258/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Developing World Bioethics 
Volume 20, Issue 4  Pages: 173-230  December 2020 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14718847/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Development in Practice  
Volume 30, Issue 8, 2020 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cdip20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Development Policy Review 
Volume 39, Issue 1  Pages: 1-151  January 2021 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14677679/current 
ARTICLES 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disability and Rehabilitation: Assistive Technology 
Volume 15, Issue 8, 2020 
http://informahealthcare.com/toc/idt/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disaster Medicine and Public Health Preparedness  
Volume 14 - Issue 5 - October 2020  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/disaster-medicine-and-public-health-preparedness/latest-
issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disasters 
Volume 45, Issue 1  Pages: 1-252  January 2021 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14677717/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
EMBO Reports  
Volume 22  Issue 1  7 January 2021 
https://www.embopress.org/toc/14693178/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 

https://currentprotocols.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/19348258/current
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14718847/current
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Emerging Infectious Diseases 
Volume 27, Number 2—February 2021 
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/ 
Research 
Addressing COVID-19 Misinformation on Social Media Preemptively and Responsively [PDF 
- 869 KB - 8 pages]  
E. K. Vraga and L. Bode  
 
 
Epidemics 
Volume 33   December 2020 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/epidemics/vol/33/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Epidemiology and Infection 
Volume 149 - 2021  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/epidemiology-and-infection/latest-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Ethics & Human Research  
Volume 43, Issue 1  January–February 2021 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/25782363/current 
When disadvantaged by research • Privacy and medical records • Research misconduct 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Ethics & International Affairs 
Fall 2020 (34.3)   October 2020  
https://www.ethicsandinternationalaffairs.org/2020/summer-2020-34-3/ 
   The editors of Ethics & International Affairs are pleased to present the Fall 2020 issue of the journal! 
This Special Issue of the journal features a collection of essays organized and guest edited by Margaret 
P. Karns on the seventy-fifth anniversary of the United Nations. The collection contains 
contributions from David Malone and Adam Day, Sophie Harman, Ellen J. Ravndal, Ramesh Thakur, 
Susanna P. Campbell, Devaki Jain, Bertrand Ramcharan, Maria Ivanova, and Margaret P. Karns, Kirsten 
Haack, and Jean-Pierre Murray. Additionally, the issue includes an article by Jack McDonald on 
information, privacy, and just war theory and an essay by Anthony F. Lang, Jr. on constructing 
universal values.  It also contains a review essay by Sarah C. Goff on freedom and justice in trade 
governance, and book reviews by Michael Blake, Elizabeth Kahn, Jamie Mayerfeld, and John Williams. 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The European Journal of Public Health 
Volume 30, Issue 6, December 2020 
https://academic.oup.com/eurpub/issue/30/6 
[Reviewed earlier] 

http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/27/2/20-3139_article
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Food Policy   
Volume 97   December 2020 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/food-policy/vol/97/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Food Security  
Volume 12, issue 6, December 2020 
https://link.springer.com/journal/12571/volumes-and-issues/12-6 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Forced Migration Review (FMR) 
FMR 65  November 2020 
https://www.fmreview.org/recognising-refugees 
Recognising refugees 
FMR issue 65’s main feature on Recognising refugees explores shortcomings, challenges and 
innovations (and their consequences for refugees/asylum seekers) in refugee status determination 
processes worldwide. A second feature offers reflections on lessons and good practice emerging from 
the 2018–20 GP20 Plan of Action for IDPs.  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Forum for Development Studies 
Volume 47, 2020 - Issue 3 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/sfds20/current  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Gates Open Research 
https://gatesopenresearch.org/browse/articles 
[Accessed 30 Jan 2021] 
Research Article metrics     AWAITING PEER REVIEW  
Real-time monitoring of the rollout of pneumococcal conjugate vaccines in rural India 
using a digital tracking platform [version 1; peer review: awaiting peer review]  
Ruchit Nagar, Mohammad Sarparajul Ambiya, Saachi Dalal, Pawan Singh Bhadauriya, Hamid Abdullah, 
Mohammed Shahnawaz, Daniel M. Weinberger  
Peer Reviewers Invited  
Funders: Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation; Global Alliance for Vaccines  
PUBLISHED 25 Jan 2021  
 
 
Genome Medicine 
https://genomemedicine.biomedcentral.com/articles 
[Accessed 30 Jan 2021] 
[No new digest content identified] 
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Geoheritage  
Volume 13, issue 1, March 2021 
https://link.springer.com/journal/12371/volumes-and-issues/13-1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Health Action  
Volume 14, Issue 1 (2021) 
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/zgha20/current?nav=tocList 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Health: Science and Practice (GHSP) 
Vol. 8, No. 4   December 23, 2020  
http://www.ghspjournal.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Public Health  
Volume 16, 2021   Issue 1 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rgph20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Globalization and Health 
http://www.globalizationandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 30 Jan 2021] 
Commentary  
 A call to advance and translate research into policy on governance, ethics, and conflicts of 
interest in public health: the GECI-PH network  
Authors: Rima Nakkash, Melissa Mialon, Jihad Makhoul, Monika Arora, Rima Afifi, Abeer Al Halabi and 
Leslie London 
25 January 2021 
Abstract 
Efforts to adopt public health policies that would limit the consumption of unhealthy commodities, such 
as tobacco, alcohol and ultra-processed food products, are often undermined by private sector actors 
whose profits depend on the sales of such products. There is ample evidence showing that these 
corporations not only try to influence public health policy; they also shape research, practice and public 
opinion. Globalization, trade and investment agreements, and privatization, amongst other factors, 
have facilitated the growing influence of private sector actors on public health at both national and 
global levels. Protecting and promoting public health from the undue influence of private sector actors 
is thus an urgent task. With this backdrop in mind, we launched the “Governance, Ethics, and Conflicts 
of Interest in Public Health” Network (GECI-PH Network) in 2018. Our network seeks to share, collate, 
promote and foster knowledge on governance, ethical, and conflicts of interest that arise in the 
interactions between private sectors actors and those in public health, and within multi-stakeholder 
mechanisms where dividing lines between different actors are often blurred. We call for strong 
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guidance to address and manage the influence of private sector actors on public health policy, research 
and practice, and for dialogue on this important topic. Our network recently reached 119 members. 
Membership is diverse in composition and expertise, location, and institutions. We invite colleagues 
with a common interest to join our network. 
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Disability inclusion in humanitarian action 
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The theme of this edition of Humanitarian Exchange, co-edited with Sherin Alsheikh Ahmed from 
Islamic Relief Worldwide, is disability inclusion in humanitarian action. Persons with disabilities are not 
only disproportionately impacted by conflicts, disasters and other emergencies, but also face barriers to 
accessing humanitarian assistance. At the same time, global commitments and standards and the IASC 
Guidelines on the inclusion of persons with disabilities in humanitarian action all emphasise how 
persons with disabilities are also active agents of change. Disability and age-focused organisations have 
led on testing and demonstrating how inclusion can be done better. Yet despite this progress, 
challenges to effective inclusion remain. 
 
As Kirstin Lange notes in the lead article, chief among these challenges is humanitarian agencies’ lack 
of engagement with organisations of persons with disabilities. Simione Bula, Elizabeth Morgan and 
Teresa Thomson look at disability inclusion in humanitarian response in the Pacific, and Kathy Al Jubeh 
and Alradi Abdalla argue for a ‘participation revolution’, building on learning from the gender 
movement. Tchaurea Fleury and Sulayman AbdulMumuni Ujah outline how the Bridge Article 11 
training initiative is encouraging constructive exchange between humanitarian and disability actors. The 
lack of good, disaggregated data is highlighted by Sarah Collinson; Frances Hill, Jim Cranshaw and 
Carys Hughes emphasise the need for training resources in local languages and accessible formats; and 
Sophie Van Eetvelt and colleagues report on a review of the evidence on inclusion of people with 
disabilities and older people. 
 
Rebecca Molyneux and co-authors analyse the findings of a review of a DFID programme in north-east 
Nigeria, while Carolin Funke highlights the importance of strategic partnerships between disability-
focused organisations, drawing on her research in Cox’s Bazar. Sherin Alsheikh Ahmed describes 
Islamic Relief Worldwide’s approach to mainstreaming protection and inclusion, while Pauline Thivillier 
and Valentina Shafina outline IRC’s Client Responsive Programming. The edition ends with reflections 
by Mirela Turcanu and Yves Ngunzi Kahashi on CAFOD’s SADI approach. 
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Editorial  
The new COVID-19 poor and the neglected tropical diseases resurgence  
Authors: Peter J. Hotez, Alan Fenwick and David Molyneux 
Content type:  
29 January 2021 
   More than 100 million people are facing a return to extreme poverty because of coronavirus disease 
2019 (COVID-19), while new estimates suggest that three nations—India, Nigeria, and the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo—may suffer the greatest economic contractions. Such findings will have 
profound consequences in terms of our ability to control or eliminate the most widely prevalent 
neglected tropical diseases. 
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free access has active quiz  
JAMA. 2021;325(4):396-398. doi:10.1001/jama.2020.26419  
   This internet survey study describes trends in respondents saying they were likely to accept 
vaccination for COVID-19 overall and by age, sex, race, and education between April and December 
2020. 
 
Invited Commentary 
Building Trust to Achieve Confidence in COVID-19 Vaccines  
Douglas J. Opel, MD, MPH; Daniel A. Salmon, PhD, MPH; Edgar K. Marcuse, MD, MPH  
  
 
JAMA Network 
COVID-19 Update   January 30, 2021  
These articles on COVID-19 were published across the JAMA Network in the last week. 
 
 
JAMA Pediatrics  
January 2021, Vol 175, No. 1, Pages 5-112  
http://archpedi.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
JBI Evidence Synthesis 
January 2021 - Volume 19 - Issue 1  
https://journals.lww.com/jbisrir/Pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Adolescent Health 
January 2021   Volume 68  Issue 1  p1-222 
https://www.jahonline.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Artificial Intelligence Research 
Vol. 70 (2021) 
https://www.jair.org/index.php/jair 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Community Health  
Volume 46, issue 1, February 2021 
https://link.springer.com/journal/10900/volumes-and-issues/46-1 

https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/currentissue
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2774711
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2774711
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2771867
http://read.alerts.jamanetwork.com/csb/Public/show/axac-2ct1r9--tctp0-75su6n96
http://archpedi.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx
https://journals.lww.com/jbisrir/Pages/currenttoc.aspx
https://www.jahonline.org/current
https://www.jair.org/index.php/jair
https://link.springer.com/journal/10900/volumes-and-issues/46-1


   

  

[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Cultural Heritage 
Volume 46  Pages 1-406 (November–December 2020) 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/journal-of-cultural-heritage/vol/46/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Cultural Heritage Management and Sustainable Development 
2021  Volume 11 Issue 1 
https://www.emerald.com/insight/publication/issn/2044-1266/vol/11/iss/1 
Table of Contents  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Development Economics 
Volume 148  January 2021 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/journal-of-development-economics/vol/148/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Empirical Research on Human Research Ethics 
Volume 15 Issue 5, December 2020  
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/jre/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Epidemiology & Community Health 
January 2021 - Volume 75 - 1 
https://jech.bmj.com/content/75/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Evidence-Based Medicine 
Volume 13, Issue 4  Pages: 251-324  November 2020 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/17565391/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Global Ethics  
Volume 16, Issue 2, 2020 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rjge20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Health Care for the Poor and Underserved (JHCPU) 
Volume 31, Number 4, November 2020   Supplement 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/journal-of-cultural-heritage/vol/46/suppl/C
https://www.emerald.com/insight/publication/issn/2044-1266/vol/11/iss/1
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/journal-of-development-economics/vol/148/suppl/C
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/jre/current
https://jech.bmj.com/content/75/1
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/17565391/current
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rjge20/current


   

  

https://muse.jhu.edu/issue/43320 
Table of Contents 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Human Trafficking 
Volume 7, Issue 1, 2021 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/uhmt20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Humanitarian Logistics and Supply Chain Management 
Volume 10 Issue 3   2020 
https://www.emerald.com/insight/publication/issn/2042-6747/vol/10/iss/3 
Table Of Contents  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Immigrant and Minority Health  
Volume 23, issue 1, February 2021 
https://link.springer.com/journal/10903/volumes-and-issues/23-1 
Original Paper 
Analysis of Refugee Children Hospitalized in a Tertiary Pediatric Hospital  
Authors (first, second and last of 9)  Husniye Yucel, Meltem Akcaboy, Saliha Senel 
Published: 15 May 2020 
Pages: 11 – 18 
 
Global Research Activity on Elder Abuse: A Bibliometric Analysis (1950–2017)  
Authors  Waleed M. Sweileh 
Content type: Original Paper 
Published: 02 June 2020 
Pages: 79 – 87 
 
Potential Impact of COVID-19 on Recently Resettled Refugee Populations in the United 
States and Canada: Perspectives of Refugee Healthcare Providers  
Authors (first, second and last of 8) Sarah K. Clarke, Gayathri S. Kumar, Najah Zaaeed 
Content type: Notes from the Field 
Published: 16 October 2020 
Pages: 184 - 189 
 
 
Journal of Immigrant & Refugee Studies  
Volume 19, 2021  Issue 1 
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/wimm20/current 
Current Conflicts over Migration, Belonging and Membership: Classificatory Struggles 
Revisited 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 

https://muse.jhu.edu/issue/43320
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/uhmt20/current
https://www.emerald.com/insight/publication/issn/2042-6747/vol/10/iss/3
https://link.springer.com/journal/10903/volumes-and-issues/23-1
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10903-020-01026-1
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10903-020-01034-1
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10903-020-01104-4
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10903-020-01104-4
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/wimm20/current


   

  

 
Journal of Infectious Diseases 
Volume 223, Issue 1, 1 January 2021 
https://academic.oup.com/jid/issue/223/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of International Development 
Volume 33, Issue 1  Pages: 1-274  January 2021 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/10991328/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Medical Ethics 
January 2021 - Volume 47 - 1 
http://jme.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Operations Management 
Volume 67, Issue 1  Pages: 1-115  January 2021 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/18731317/current 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Journal of Patient-Centered Research and Reviews 
Volume 8, Issue 1 (2021)  
https://digitalrepository.aurorahealthcare.org/jpcrr/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Pediatrics 
January 2021  Volume 228  p1-326 
http://www.jpeds.com/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Pharmaceutical Policy and Practice 
https://joppp.biomedcentral.com/ 
[Accessed 30 Jan 2021] 
Commentary  
Addressing the medicines access challenge through balance, evidence, collaboration and 
transparency: key take-away lessons of the 4th PPRI Conference  
Authors: Sabine Vogler, Nina Zimmermann, Zaheer-Ud-Din Babar, Reinhard Busse, Jaime Espin, Aukje 
K. Mantel-Teeuwisse, Dimitra Panteli, Fatima Suleman and Veronika J. Wirtz 
25 January 2021 
 
 

https://academic.oup.com/jid/issue/223/1
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/10991328/current
http://jme.bmj.com/content/current
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/18731317/current
https://digitalrepository.aurorahealthcare.org/jpcrr/
http://www.jpeds.com/current
https://joppp.biomedcentral.com/
https://joppp.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s40545-021-00300-3
https://joppp.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s40545-021-00300-3


   

  

Journal of Public Health Management & Practice 
January/February 2021 - Volume 27 - Issue 1  
https://journals.lww.com/jphmp/pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Public Health Policy 
Volume 41, issue 4, December 2020 
https://link.springer.com/journal/41271/volumes-and-issues/41-4 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Refugee & Global Health  
Volume 3, Issue 1 (2020)  
https://ir.library.louisville.edu/rgh/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of the Royal Society – Interface 
January 2021  Volume 18  Issue 174 
https://royalsocietypublishing.org/toc/rsif/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Travel Medicine  
Volume 28, Issue 1, January 2021 
https://academic.oup.com/jtm/issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The Lancet 
Jan 30, 2021  Volume 397  Number 10272  p347-444 
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/issue/current 
Editorial 
Health and care workers are owed a better future 
The Lancet 
 
Comment 
Vaccines work: a reason for celebration and renewed commitment 
Adam L Cohen, Minal K Patel, Thomas Cherian 
 
COVID-19 vaccines and women's security 
Sophie Harman, Asha Herten-Crabb, Rosemary Morgan, Julia Smith, Clare Wenham 
 
Articles 
Estimating the health impact of vaccination against ten pathogens in 98 low-income and 
middle-income countries from 2000 to 2030: a modelling study 
Xiang Li, et al for the Vaccine Impact Modelling Consortium 

https://journals.lww.com/jphmp/pages/currenttoc.aspx
https://link.springer.com/journal/41271/volumes-and-issues/41-4
https://ir.library.louisville.edu/rgh/
https://royalsocietypublishing.org/toc/rsif/current
https://academic.oup.com/jtm/issue
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/issue/current
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(21)00179-3/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(21)00025-8/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)32727-6/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)32657-X/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)32657-X/fulltext


   

  

Open Access 
Summary 
Background 
The past two decades have seen expansion of childhood vaccination programmes in low-income and 
middle-income countries (LMICs). We quantify the health impact of these programmes by estimating 
the deaths and disability-adjusted life-years (DALYs) averted by vaccination against ten pathogens in 
98 LMICs between 2000 and 2030. 
Methods 
16 independent research groups provided model-based disease burden estimates under a range of 
vaccination coverage scenarios for ten pathogens: hepatitis B virus, Haemophilus influenzae type B, 
human papillomavirus, Japanese encephalitis, measles, Neisseria meningitidis serogroup A, 
Streptococcus pneumoniae, rotavirus, rubella, and yellow fever. Using standardised demographic data 
and vaccine coverage, the impact of vaccination programmes was determined by comparing model 
estimates from a no-vaccination counterfactual scenario with those from a reported and projected 
vaccination scenario. We present deaths and DALYs averted between 2000 and 2030 by calendar year 
and by annual birth cohort. 
Findings 
We estimate that vaccination of the ten selected pathogens will have averted 69 million (95% credible 
interval 52–88) deaths between 2000 and 2030, of which 37 million (30–48) were averted between 
2000 and 2019. From 2000 to 2019, this represents a 45% (36–58) reduction in deaths compared with 
the counterfactual scenario of no vaccination. Most of this impact is concentrated in a reduction in 
mortality among children younger than 5 years (57% reduction [52–66]), most notably from measles. 
Over the lifetime of birth cohorts born between 2000 and 2030, we predict that 120 million (93–150) 
deaths will be averted by vaccination, of which 58 million (39–76) are due to measles vaccination and 
38 million (25–52) are due to hepatitis B vaccination. We estimate that increases in vaccine coverage 
and introductions of additional vaccines will result in a 72% (59–81) reduction in lifetime mortality in 
the 2019 birth cohort. 
Interpretation 
Increases in vaccine coverage and the introduction of new vaccines into LMICs have had a major 
impact in reducing mortality. These public health gains are predicted to increase in coming decades if 
progress in increasing coverage is sustained. 
Funding 
Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. 
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   Nature’s third progress report, coming at the end of the pandemic’s first year, highlights key findings 
from epidemiology — from sounding the early alarm to following the impact of new variants. 
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   The COVID-19 pandemic rendered 2020 a year like no other in recent history. Although 2021 starts 
hopeful—with COVID-19 vaccines already being rolled out in more than 30 countries—the fight against 
the pandemic is far from over. 
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Coping with cascading collective traumas in the United States  
The year 2020 has been marked by unprecedented cascading traumas, including the COVID-19 
pandemic, an economic recession, race-driven social unrest and weather-related disasters. Mental 
health consequences of direct and media-based exposure to compounding stressors may be profound. 
Policymakers must act to ease the burden of trauma to protect public health. 
Roxane Cohen Silver, E. Alison Holman & Dana Rose Garfin 
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Using a cultural evolutionary model, this paper proposes that organizations producing goods and 
services—both ancient craft guilds and modern firms—evolved because they facilitate the accumulation 
of culture. Ethnographic data support the predictions. 
Francisco Brahm & Joaquin Poblete 
Abstract 
Organizations devoted to the production of goods and services, such as guilds, partnerships and 
modern corporations, have dominated the economic landscape in our species’ history. We develop an 
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explanation for their evolution drawing from cultural evolution theory. A basic tenet of this theory is 
that social learning, under certain conditions, allows for the diffusion of innovations in society and, 
therefore, the accumulation of culture. Our model shows that these organizations provide such 
conditions by possessing two characteristics, both prevalent in real world organizations: exclusivity of 
membership and more effective social learning within their boundaries. The model and its extensions 
parsimoniously explain the cooperative nature of the social learning advantage, organizational 
specialization, organizational rigidity and the locus of innovation. We find supportive evidence for our 
predictions using a sample of premodern societies drawn from the Ethnographic Atlas. Understanding 
the nature of these organizations informs the debate about their role in society. 
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Editorial 
Audio Interview: A Covid-19 Conversation with Anthony Fauci    E.J. Rubin, L.R. Baden, A.S. 
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Pediatrics  
Vol. 147, Issue 1   1 Jan 2021  
https://pediatrics.aappublications.org/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
PharmacoEconomics  
Volume 39, issue 1, January 2021 
https://link.springer.com/journal/40273/volumes-and-issues/39-1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
PLoS Genetics 
https://journals.plos.org/plosgenetics/ 
(Accessed 30 Jan 2021)  
Regulating the expression of gene drives is key to increasing their invasive potential and 
the mitigation of resistance  
Andrew Hammond, Xenia Karlsson, Ioanna Morianou, Kyros Kyrou, Andrea Beaghton, Matthew Gribble, 
Nace Kranjc, Roberto Galizi, Austin Burt, Andrea Crisanti, Tony Nolan  
Research Article | published 29 Jan 2021 PLOS Genetics  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pgen.1009321  
Abstract 
   Homing-based gene drives use a germline source of nuclease to copy themselves at specific target 
sites in a genome and bias their inheritance. Such gene drives can be designed to spread and 
deliberately suppress populations of malaria mosquitoes by impairing female fertility. However, strong 
unintended fitness costs of the drive and a propensity to generate resistant mutations can limit a gene 
drive’s potential to spread. 
   Alternative germline regulatory sequences in the drive element confer improved fecundity of carrier 
individuals and reduced propensity for target site resistance. This is explained by reduced rates of end-
joining repair of DNA breaks from parentally deposited nuclease in the embryo, which can produce 
heritable mutations that reduce gene drive penetrance. 
   We tracked the generation and selection of resistant mutations over the course of a gene drive 
invasion of a population. Improved gene drives show faster invasion dynamics, increased suppressive 
effect and later onset of target site resistance. Our results show that regulation of nuclease expression 
is as important as the choice of target site when developing a robust homing-based gene drive for 
population suppression. 
Author summary 
   Gene drives are selfish genetic elements that are able to drastically bias their own inheritance. They 
can rapidly invade populations, even starting from a very low frequency. 
   Recent advances have allowed the engineering of gene drives deliberately designed to spread 
genetic traits of choice into populations of malaria-transmitting mosquito species–for example traits 
that impair a mosquito’s ability to reproduce or its ability to transmit parasites. 
   The class of gene drive in question uses a very precise cutting and copying mechanism, termed 
‘homing’, that allows it to increase its numbers in the cells that go on to form sperm or eggs, thereby 
increasing the chances that a copy of the gene drive is transmitted to offspring. 
   However, while this type of gene drive can rapidly invade a mosquito population, mosquitoes can 
also eventually become resistant to the gene drive in some cases. Here we show that restricting the 
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cutting activity of the gene drive to the germline tissue is crucial to maintaining its potency and we 
illustrate how failure to restrict this activity can lead to the generation of mutations that can make 
mosquitoes resistant to the gene drive. 
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http://www.plosmedicine.org/   
(Accessed 30 Jan 2021)  
[No new digest content identified]  
 
 
PLoS Neglected Tropical Diseases 
http://www.plosntds.org/  
(Accessed 30 Jan 2021)  
Individual adherence to mass drug administration in neglected tropical disease control: A 
probability model conditional on past behaviour  
Robert J. Hardwick, James E. Truscott, William E. Oswald, Marleen Werkman, Katherine E. Halliday, 
Rachel L. Pullan, Roy M. Anderson  
Research Article | published 22 Jan 2021 PLOS Neglected Tropical Diseases  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pntd.0009112  
 
 
PLoS One 
http://www.plosone.org/ 
[Accessed 30 Jan 2021] 
The differential impact of pediatric COVID-19 between high-income countries and low- 
and middle-income countries: A systematic review of fatality and ICU admission in 
children worldwide  
Taito Kitano, Mao Kitano, Carsten Krueger, Hassan Jamal, Hatem Al Rawahi, Rachelle Lee-Krueger, 
Rose Doulin Sun, Sandra Isabel, Marta Taida García-Ascaso, Hiromi Hibino, Bettina Camara, Marc 
Isabel, Leanna Cho, Helen E. Groves, Pierre-Philippe Piché-Renaud, Michael Kossov, Ikuho Kou, Ilsu 
Jon, Ana C. Blanchard, Nao Matsuda, Quenby Mahood, Anupma Wadhwa, Ari Bitnun, Shaun K. Morris  
Research Article | published 29 Jan 2021 PLOS ONE  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0246326  
 
 
PNAS - Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States  
of America 
January 26, 2021 118 (4) 
https://www.pnas.org/content/118/4 
Sustainability Science 
Humanitarian need drives multilateral disaster aid  
Lisa M. Dellmuth, Frida A.-M. Bender, Aiden R. Jönsson, Elisabeth L. Rosvold, and Nina von Uexkull 
PNAS January 26, 2021 118 (4) e2018293118; 
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.2018293118  
Significance 
Threats to human livelihoods resulting from natural hazards are increasing due to climate change. 
Climate-related disasters such as floods, storms, and droughts have destroyed shelter, reduced crop 
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yields, harmed livestock, and fueled conflict, especially in developing countries. The key finding is that 
UN aid in the aftermath of climate-related disasters is largely driven by humanitarian need. The UN 
seems able to fend off donor states’ strategic interest and allocate more aid after disasters where 
hazard severity is greater and need is more pressing. Based on this finding, we argue that the UN lives 
up to its stated principles of neutrality, impartiality, and independence in disaster aid, corroborating the 
legitimacy of the UN in allocating disaster aid. 
Abstract 
As the climate changes, human livelihoods will increasingly be threatened by extreme weather events. 
To provide adequate disaster relief, states extensively rely on multilateral institutions, in particular the 
United Nations (UN). However, the determinants of this multilateral disaster aid channeled through the 
UN are poorly understood. To fill this gap, we examine the determinants of UN disaster aid using a 
dataset on UN aid covering almost 2,000 climate-related disasters occurring between 2006 and 2017. 
We make two principal contributions. First, we add to research on disaster impacts by linking existing 
disaster data from the Emergency Events Database (EM-DAT) to a meteorological reanalysis. We 
generate a uniquely global hazard severity measure that is comparable across different climate-related 
disaster types, and assess and bolster measurement validity of EM-DAT climate-related disasters. 
Second, by combining these data with social data on aid and its correlates, we contribute to the 
literature on aid disbursements. We show that UN disaster aid is primarily shaped by humanitarian 
considerations, rather than by strategic donor interests. These results are supported by a series of 
regression and out-of-sample prediction analyses and appear consistent with the view that multilateral 
institutions are able to shield aid allocation decisions from particular state interests to ensure that aid is 
motivated by need. 
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Special Report 
Global Public Health Database Support to Population-Based Management of Pandemics 
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Frederick M. Burkle, David A. Bradt, Benjamin J. Ryan  
Published online by Cambridge University Press: 22 October 2020, pp. 95-104  
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Volume 40, Issue 12  Pages: 2479-2695  December 2020 
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Risk Management and Healthcare Policy 
https://www.dovepress.com/risk-management-and-healthcare-policy-archive56 
[Accessed 30 Jan 2021] 
Original Research 
Does High Public Trust Amplify Compliance with Stringent COVID-19 Government Health 
Guidelines? A Multi-country Analysis Using Data from 102,627 Individuals  
Pak A, McBryde E, Adegboye OA 
Risk Management and Healthcare Policy 2021, 14:293-302  
Published Date: 26 January 2021 
Abstract 
Purpose: To examine how public trust mediates the people’s adherence to levels of stringent 
government health policies and to establish if these effects vary across the political regimes. 
Methods: This study utilizes data from two large-scale surveys: the global behaviors and perceptions at 
the onset of COVID-19 pandemic and the Oxford COVID-19 Government Response Tracker (OxCGRT). 
Linear regression models were used to estimate the effects of public trust and strictness of restriction 
measures on people’s compliance level. The model accounted for individual and daily variations in 
country-level stringency of preventative measures. Differences in the dynamics between public trust, 
the stringent level of government health guidelines and policy compliance were also examined among 
countries based on political regimes. 
Results: We find strong evidence of the increase in compliance due to the imposition of stricter 
government restrictions. The examination of heterogeneous effects suggests that high public trust in 
government and the perception of its truthfulness double the impact of policy restrictions on public 
compliance. Among political regimes, higher levels of public trust significantly increase the predicted 
compliance as stringency level rises in authoritarian and democratic countries. 
Conclusion: This study highlights the importance of public trust in government and its institutions 
during public health emergencies such as the COVID-19 pandemic. Our results are relevant and help 
understand why governments need to address the risks of non-compliance among low trusting 
individuals to achieve the success of the containment policies. 
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29 January 2021  Vol 371, Issue 6528 
http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl 
EDITORIAL 
Science, civics, and democracy 
Michael J. Feuer is Dean of the Graduate School of Education and Human Development and a professor 
at The George Washington University and is the Immediate Past President of The National Academy of 
Education, Washington, DC, USA. 
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mjfeuer@email.gwu.edu 
Summary 
Will the inauguration of President Joe Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris—a transition made 
“orderly” with barbed wire, National Guard soldiers, and the closure of downtown Washington, D.C.—
be remembered as an inflection point? After 4 years of boorish incivility, incendiary nativist extremism, 
a crippling pandemic, resurgent racism, and riotous mobs incited to attack the Capitol, can the United 
States rebuild its civic and moral infrastructure? To repair the damage and prepare the next generation 
of citizens and leaders requires a new spirit of cooperation between the science and civics education 
communities. 
 
Perspectives 
Translating viral vaccines into immunity 
By Jennifer A. Juno, Shelby L. O'Connor 
Science29 Jan 2021 : 460-461 Full Access 
   How adenoviral vaccines orchestrate adaptive immunity from innate responses is uncovered 
 
Policy Forum 
China can help solve the debt and environmental crises 
By B. Alexander Simmons, Rebecca Ray, Hongbo Yang, Kevin P. Gallagher 
Science29 Jan 2021 : 468-470 Restricted Access 
China could implement debt-for-nature and debt-for-climate swaps to protect the environment and 
reduce global debt 
Summary 
Many developing countries are experiencing mounting external debt distress owing to the economic 
consequences of COVID-19. G20 Finance Ministers were swift to adopt the Debt Service Suspension 
Initiative (DSSI) in 2020, suspending bilateral debt payments through July 2021 for 73 low-income 
countries. Globally, Chinese government–sponsored banks have emerged as the largest bilateral 
creditors (1). For the 46 participating DSSI countries thus far, payments due to China constitute 68% 
($8.4 billion) of all official bilateral payments originally due by the end of 2020 (2). G20 countries have 
now come to realize that they will need to go beyond debt suspension to include the cancellation of 
some portion of debt. Without substantial debt relief, developing countries will face pressure to exploit 
natural capital to pay short-term debt, placing conservation and climate change ambitions aside. It is 
therefore of paramount importance to align debt restructuring efforts with climate, biodiversity, and 
development goals. Although China has only recently become a major creditor, it has already built a 
strong record of bilateral debt relief and has begun to advocate for linking biodiversity, climate change, 
and international finance (3). Here, we conduct an exploratory analysis of opportunities for China to 
alleviate debt burdens in exchange for debtor nation commitments to climate change mitigation and/or 
adaptation and environmental protection through “debt-for-climate” and “debt-for-nature” swaps 
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https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/social-science-and-medicine/vol/268/suppl/C 
Research article  Full text access 
HPV Vaccine Promotion: The church as an agent of change 
Ariana Y. Lahijani, Adrian R. King, Mary M. Gullatte, Monique Hennink, Robert A. Bednarczyk 
Article 113375 
Highlights 
:: Tailored behavior change strategies are needed to increase HPV vaccination coverage. 
:: Collaboration with faith communities maximizes social capital for vaccine promotion. 
:: Church-based interventions may reduce HPV-associated cancer rates. 
 
Research article  Full text access 
Global capitalism as a societal determinant of health: A conceptual framework 
Matthew B. Flynn 
Article 113530 
 
Research article  Full text access 
Relative food insecurity, mental health and wellbeing in 160 countries 
Frank J. Elgar, William Pickett, Timo-Kolja Pförtner, Geneviève Gariépy, ... Hugo R. Melgar-Quiñonez 
Article 113556 
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[Accessed 30 Jan 2021]  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Stanford Social Innovation Review 
Winter 2021   Volume 19, Number 1  
https://ssir.org/issue/winter_2021# 
   Read about how workers are using digital tools and online engagement during the COVID-19 
pandemic to achieve real benefits, how win-win strategies promoted by academics and business 
leaders are unproven and counterproductive, how human-centered design for social innovation has 
become more collaborative and focused on systems change, how employees are fighting to make their 
companies better corporate citizens, and other topics in the Winter 2021 issue of Stanford Social 
Innovation Review. 
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[Accessed 30 Jan 2021]  
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Research  
A mapping of facilitators and barriers to evidence-based management in health systems: a 
scoping review study  
Healthcare settings are complex, and the decision-making process is usually complicated, too. Precise 
use of best evidence from different sources for increasing the desired outcomes is the result of EBM.  
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Special Issue: Philosophical investigations into the essence of pediatric suffering 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
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UN Chronicle 
https://unchronicle.un.org/ 
Article 
COVID-19, Sustainable Development and the Melbourne Experiment  
Michael Mintrom  
   The multidisciplinary approach of the Melbourne Experiment holds relevance beyond its namesake 
city. Its form and function could be replicated globally to strategically map and pull apart the complex 
web of repercussions and opportunities born from this pandemic and future crises.  
 
 
Vulnerable Children and Youth Studies  

https://link.springer.com/journal/11017/volumes-and-issues/41-4
https://irct.org/publications/torture-journal/147
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/tvaa/current
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/travel-medicine-and-infectious-disease/vol/38/suppl/C
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13653156/current
https://unchronicle.un.org/
https://www.un.org/en/un-chronicle/covid-19-sustainable-development-and-melbourne-experiment


   

  

An International Interdisciplinary Journal for Research, Policy and Care  
Volume 15, Issue 4, 2020 
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rvch20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
World Heritage Review  
n°96 - December 2020  
http://whc.unesco.org/en/review/96/ 
Current Issue 
World Heritage and Biodiversity  
   These articles were prepared in anticipation of the UN Biodiversity Conference (COP 15) originally 
planned for October 2020 in Kunming, China, and the designation of a “biodiversity super year”. Many 
far-reaching decisions concerning the preservation of biodiversity were meant to be taken in 2020. But 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, a number of international meetings including COP 15 could not take 
place and have been postponed. 
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