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:: Week in Review  
A highly selective capture of strategic developments, research, commentary, analysis and 
announcements spanning Human Rights Action, Humanitarian Response, Health, Education, Holistic 
Development, Heritage Stewardship, Sustainable Resilience. Achieving a balance across these broad 
themes is a challenge and we appreciate your observations and ideas in this regard. This is not 
intended to be a "news and events" digest. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
World Has Moral Obligation to Ensure Future Generations Not Burdened by Mountain of 
Debt on Broken Planet, Secretary-General Tells G20 Summit 
22 November 2020   SG/SM/20440 
Following are UN Secretary-General António Guterres’ remarks, as delivered, to the Group of 20 (G20) 
Riyadh Summit-Session II:  Building an Inclusive, Sustainable and Resilient Future, today: 
 
Our greatest defence against COVID-19 is solidarity and cooperation.  In this context, G20 
leadership is vital in three key areas.   
 
First, halting the further spread of the pandemic.  Yesterday, I was encouraged by the broad 
recognition that vaccines – as well as tests and treatments – must be global public goods, available and 
affordable for all. 
 
But I want to repeat the call on G20 members to support the ACT-Accelerator and its COVAX 
facility.  There is a financial gap of $28 billion and we need $4.2 billion of that immediately for mass 
manufacturing, procurement and distribution around the world. 
 
Second, mobilizing the resources to build forward better.  The initiative I took with the Prime 
Ministers of Canada and Jamaica on Financing for Development in the Era of COVID-19 and Beyond 
puts forward an array of concrete policy options.  I urge you to consider these in shaping 
solutions.  There will be no different and better future without stronger action now to provide the 
necessary liquidity and tackle the debt emergency of the most vulnerable. 
 
It means strengthening the firepower of the IMF [International Monetary Forum] and other 
international financial institutions in support of the developing world, including through a new issuance 
of special drawing rights and the reallocation of unused SDRs [special drawing rights].  It means 
broadening the eligibility of the G20 debt initiatives to all vulnerable developing countries, including the 
middle-income ones that need it.  It means building a global architecture to enhance debt transparency 
and sustainability. 
 
Third, aligning recovery efforts with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and 
the Paris Agreement on climate change.  To build an inclusive, resilient and sustainable 
post-COVID world, public spending must be linked with achieving the Sustainable Development Goals. 
And we have a moral obligation to ensure that the trillions of dollars for COVID-19 recovery – money 
that we are borrowing from future generations – does not leave them burdened by a mountain of debt 
on a broken planet.  The recovery must help to reconcile humankind and nature on all fronts - from 
climate to biodiversity, from protecting the oceans to stopping deforestation and land degradation. 
 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm20440.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm20440.doc.htm


   

  

A growing number of countries have pledged carbon neutrality by 2050:  good news.  By early next 
year, countries representing more than 65 per cent of global emissions – and more than 70 per cent of 
the world economy – are very likely to have made ambitious commitments to carbon neutrality.  I urge 
all G20 members to join the global coalition for net-zero greenhouse gas emissions – and act now to 
set a clear direction. 
 
I firmly believe we all must put a price on carbon.  End fossil fuel subsidies.  Stop construction of new 
coal power plants.  Invest in resilient infrastructure.  Shift the tax burden from income to carbon, from 
taxpayers to polluters.  Ensure mandatory financial reporting on exposure to climate risks.  Integrate 
the goal of carbon neutrality into all economic and fiscal policies and decisions.  Implement the 
necessary measures – such as social protection and reskilling – for a just transition towards decent 
jobs.  And meaningful increases to the support to developing countries for resilience and adaptation. 
 
The pandemic has revealed the enormous fragilities of our world; the absence of effective 
universal health care, shocking inequalities that undermine the social cohesion of our 
societies, the climate disruption and lawlessness in the cyberspace. 
 
We must be humble.  We must recognize these fragilities and make sure our recovery strategies are 
designed to overcome them.  This is critical to achieving a resilient, inclusive and sustainable future, 
where women and youth are empowered, and all people can enjoy the full respect of their human 
rights on a healthy planet.  We can only get there together, committed to an inclusive 
multilateralism based on international law and the values of the UN Charter. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Development – Aid Budget Thresholds/Commitments 
 
 [nee DFID]  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/foreign-commonwealth-development-office 
Selected Press Releases. Announcements 
Changes to the UK’s aid budget in the Spending Review  
26 November 2020 — Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office 
UK aid will be overhauled to achieve greater impact. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer has announced, as part of the Spending Review, a temporary 
reduction in the UK’s aid budget from 0.7% to 0.5% of our national income. 
 
The seismic impact of the pandemic on the UK economy has forced the government to take 
tough but necessary decisions, including this temporary reduction in the overall amount we spend 
on aid. We will return to 0.7% when the fiscal situation allows. 
 
The UK government remains a world leading aid donor spending 0.5% of our national income. We will 
spend more than £10 billion next year to fight poverty, tackle climate change and improve global 
health. 
 
We will do aid better across government, even if the budget is smaller, to deliver maximum impact for 
every pound we spend. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/foreign-commonwealth-development-office
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/changes-to-the-uks-aid-budget-in-the-spending-review
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/spending-review-to-fight-virus-deliver-promises-and-invest-in-uks-recovery


   

  

We will combine aid with diplomacy, focusing our efforts where the UK can make a world-leading 
difference ensuring the UK is a force for good across the globe. 
 
In a statement to the House of Commons, the Foreign Secretary set out how we will overhaul UK 
aid to deliver even greater impact by focussing on 7 global challenges where it can make 
the most difference: 
 
:: climate change and biodiversity: a greener and cleaner path to growth in developing countries 
 
:: COVID and global health security: combat COVID-19 and support healthier and more resilient 
populations in developing countries 
 
:: girls’ education: a global commitment to get 40 million girls into education and 20 million more 
girls reading by the age of 10 
 
:: science, research, technology: deliver cutting edge technology and research-led solutions in 
health, education, resilience, low carbon technologies, agriculture and economic development, conflict 
and poverty 
 
:: open societies and conflict resolution: strengthen democratic institutions, human rights, free 
media and effective governance 
 
:: humanitarian preparedness and response: Lead stronger collective international response to 
crises and famine 
 
:: trade and economic development: build trading and investment partners of the future 
 
We will prioritise what we spend aid on and where we spend it. Spending will also be subject to a new 
and rigorous performance assessment. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Governance Responsibility – International Humanitarian/Human Rights Law  
 
Humanitarian diplomacy and protection advocacy in an age of caution 
ODI Briefing papers | November 2020 | Mark Bowden and Victoria Metcalfe-Hough 
Exploring to what extent UN leaders are fulfilling their responsibility to promote greater compliance 
with international humanitarian and human rights law. 
PDF: Humanitarian diplomacy and protection advocacy in an age of caution 
 
Since the United Nations (UN) came into existence 75 years ago, its Charter has tasked it with 
promoting ‘international peace and security’, including through the ‘pacific settlement of disputes’. 
Mediation and coordinating diplomatic efforts to secure peace are therefore two of the organisation’s 
core functions. 
 
UN leaders have a unique role and responsibility to enhance the protection of civilians affected by war 
and to promote greater compliance with international humanitarian and human rights law. However, 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/official-development-assistance-foreign-secretarys-statement-november-2020
https://www.odi.org/publications/17607-humanitarian-diplomacy-and-protection-advocacy-age-caution
https://www.odi.org/sites/odi.org.uk/files/resource-documents/advocacy_diplomacy_bn_web.pdf


   

  

there have been increasing concerns that, due to both internal and external factors, UN organisations 
and leaders have become more cautious in their engagement with conflict parties and third-party 
states on protection issues. 
 
This briefing note seeks to understand to what extent senior UN leaders are fulfilling their 
responsibilities in this respect, to explore the extent of and reasons for a more cautious approach and 
to identify what factors inhibit the effectiveness of their engagement with conflict actors on protection 
issues. 
 
Key messages 
:: United Nations humanitarian and political leaders have a key role in promoting respect for 
international humanitarian and human rights law by all conflict parties and should be held accountable 
for delivering on this task. 
 
:: Lack of clarity on the different roles and responsibilities of UN entities and leaders, and a failure to 
harness the organisation’s multidisciplinary capacities and authority, inhibit more robust engagement 
by UN leaders with conflict parties and third-party states on their responsibilities to protect civilians. 
 
:: UN leaders that do undertake ‘protection advocacy’ are not given adequate political or technical 
support – they are challenged by a still-fragmented UN system, competing and incomplete analyses, an 
overly technocratic approach to protection and little political backing from headquarters. 
 
:: More effective protection advocacy by UN leaders requires a more coherent culture of protection 
across the organisation, including clarification of roles and responsibilities and strengthened tools and 
capacities for engaging conflict parties. 
 
:: Ultimately, UN leaders will only be effective in their advocacy with conflict parties if they 
are supported by member states. Member states have tasked UN leaders to speak up on 
behalf of victims of armed conflict – they must end this ‘age of caution’ and provide the 
diplomatic and other support UN leaders need to fulfil this critical task. 

 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Health – Immunization Coverage: Migrants, Refugees, Displaced Persons 
 
Gavi and IOM join forces to improve immunisation coverage for migrants 
:: Memorandum of understanding signed today will strengthen collaboration on vaccination efforts and 
related health services for migrants and forcibly displaced persons across the world 
:: The agreement focuses on reaching missed communities in humanitarian and emergency settings 
with vaccination 
:: Dr Seth Berkley: Reaching migrant, refugee and displaced populations “becomes all the more 
important as we plan to rollout COVID-19 vaccines worldwide.” 
:: António Vitorino: Vaccines are key to keep people on the move and the communities they live in as 
safe as possible. 
 
Geneva, 24 November 2020 – Today, Gavi the Vaccine Alliance and the International Organization for 
Migration (IOM) signed a memorandum of understanding to strengthen their collaboration on 

https://www.gavi.org/news/media-room/gavi-and-iom-join-forces-improve-immunisation-coverage-migrants


   

  

vaccination efforts and related health services for migrants and forcibly displaced persons across the 
world, both regarding routine immunisations as well as in response to outbreaks. This milestone will be 
particularly critical in ensuring that migrants and other people on the move are considered and 
included, as the world continues its efforts to find a safe COVID-19 vaccine and is developing 
mechanisms, such as the COVAX Facility, to ensure a fair distribution so that as many lives as possible 
can be saved.  
 
“Despite enormous progress over the past two decades ensuring children everywhere have access to 
lifesaving vaccines, 14 million children every year still miss out on basic vaccines,” said Gavi 
CEO Dr Seth Berkley. “We know a disproportionate amount of these unprotected children 
come from migrant, refugee and displaced populations, who are too often overlooked 
when it comes to basic health care. This obviously becomes all the more important as we 
plan to rollout COVID-19 vaccines worldwide; we cannot allow these populations to miss 
out on what could be one of our best routes out of this pandemic. That’s why we’re delighted 
to partner with IOM, to help provide a healthier future to some of the most vulnerable people on 
earth.” 
 
“Vaccines are one of the most powerful tools we have to keep people on the move, the communities 
they leave behind and the communities they join as safe and healthy as possible,” stressed IOM 
Director General António Vitorino. “This reinforced partnership will be critical in helping IOM achieve 
just that and contribute tangibly to the realization of true universal health coverage.” 
 
The agreement signed by the two organizations focuses on reaching missed communities 
in humanitarian and emergency settings with vaccination and support routine 
immunisation through engagement in primary health care systems. The partnership also aims 
to boost advocacy for the prioritization of vulnerable populations, support operational and policy 
assistance and facilitate technical collaboration. Specifically, the memorandum of understanding 
seeks to facilitate collaboration on ensuring the inclusion of migrants, IDPs and refugees 
in governments’ COVID-19 responses, in particular vaccination efforts… 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Health – “Counter-Terrorism Medicine” 
 
Prehospital & Disaster Medicine 
Volume 35 - Issue 6 - December 2020  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/prehospital-and-disaster-medicine/latest-issue 
Guest Editorial 
Counter-Terrorism Medicine: Creating a Medical Initiative Mandated by Escalating 
Asymmetric Attacks  
Michael Court, Brydie Edwards, Fadi Issa, Amalia Voskanyan, Gregory Ciottone  
Published online by Cambridge University Press: 14 August 2020, pp. 595-598  
Abstract 
Introduction:  
Since 2001, a burgeoning interest by health care professionals in the growing asymmetrical terrorist 
threat and its impact on health care preparation and response has seen significantly increased 

https://www.gavi.org/covid19
https://www.gavi.org/covax-facility
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/prehospital-and-disaster-medicine/latest-issue
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/prehospital-and-disaster-medicine/article/counterterrorism-medicine-creating-a-medical-initiative-mandated-by-escalating-asymmetric-attacks/C9537D50A683E110A0511D19961F0875
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/prehospital-and-disaster-medicine/article/counterterrorism-medicine-creating-a-medical-initiative-mandated-by-escalating-asymmetric-attacks/C9537D50A683E110A0511D19961F0875
https://www.cambridge.org/core/search?filters%5BauthorTerms%5D=Michael%20Court&eventCode=SE-AU
https://www.cambridge.org/core/search?filters%5BauthorTerms%5D=Brydie%20Edwards&eventCode=SE-AU
https://www.cambridge.org/core/search?filters%5BauthorTerms%5D=Fadi%20Issa&eventCode=SE-AU
https://www.cambridge.org/core/search?filters%5BauthorTerms%5D=Amalia%20Voskanyan&eventCode=SE-AU
https://www.cambridge.org/core/search?filters%5BauthorTerms%5D=Gregory%20Ciottone&eventCode=SE-AU


   

  

academic output around this nebulous subject. Despite this, there has failed to be a consolidation of 
this sub-specialty. 
Discussion:  
This editorial argues for the consolidation of the body of experience gathered since 2001 into an 
initiative called Counter-Terrorism Medicine (CTM). It proposes that previously discrete sub-specialty 
areas can be consolidated, with improvements in collective understanding, and can build on previous 
work to provide a non-political health care focused definition of terrorist events, based on the triad of 
Violence, Intent, and Heath Care Impact. It notes the importance this defining triad has in health care 
planning and response considerations. Finally, it defines the parameters of CTM within the larger 
specialty of Disaster Medicine (DM). 
Conclusion:  
There is a growing body of academic work on the health care implications of terrorism. The time is 
right to coalesce these into an initiative referred to as CTM and to consider this as a discrete part of 
DM. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Governance Standards – Guidance on Social Responsibility  
 
10 years of ISO 26000 leading social responsibility  
November 2020 marks ten years since the publication of a ground-breaking International Standard for 
social responsibility.  
By Barnaby Lewis on 27 November 2020  
 
The development of ISO 26000 was a standardization project of unusually large scope, representing an 
ambitious addition to a catalogue of standards addressing environmental management and 
sustainability. That journey began with ISO 14001, which further broadened the scope of ISO's work 
from the industrial, technical and quality standards for which it's best known. Wide participation was 
integral to the concept of developing a new International Standard that could be applied to almost 
every sector imaginable. 
 
The result was a specialized project committee that would draw on the combined 
knowledge and input of more than 500 global experts. Around 80 countries contributed, 
together with bodies like the International Organization of Employers and consumer 
groups. When it was published in November 2010, ISO 26000 set new firsts, both for 
consensus building in standardization, and a comprehensive set of guidelines that 
increased engagement and recognition of social responsibility… 
 
To ensure consistency around the time of its launch, ISO entered into special agreements with the ILO, 
the Global Compact, the GRI and the OECD. As a result, ISO 26000 was probably the most inclusive 
sustainability standard for the issues it covered. 
 
ISO 26000 gives guidance, not requirements. It can't be certified to, but companies and 
other organizations can use it as a framework to query and improve their approach to 
social responsibility, disclosing data and reporting on how they are using the standard to commit to 
real change. The subjects at the core of ISO 26000 have influenced the way that companies do 
business, how they treat their employees and how they assess and limit the impact of their activities. 

https://www.iso.org/news/ref2599.html
https://www.iso.org/standard/42546.html
https://www.iso.org/cms/files/standards/popular_standards/iso_14000_environnemental_management.html


   

  

While society has made progress in many areas over the last decade, the guidance of ISO 26000 
remains relevant to addressing today's challenges. With many being forced to reassess the way that 
they do business in the light of COVID-19, the importance of social responsibility has come to the fore 
as a component of building a more resilient and more equitable society.  
 
The guidance of ISO 26000 is needed more than ever when it comes to implementing a 
recognized approach to 
:: human rights, 
:: labour practices, 
:: the environment, 
:: fair operating practices, 
:: consumer issues, and 
:: community involvement and development. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Stewardship – Plastics Pollution 
 
Global Tourism Plastics Initiative Welcomes 26 New Signatories 
25 Nov 20   UNWTO 
The Global Tourism Plastics Initiative has welcomed 26 new signatories, including businesses and 
organizations from every part of the global tourism value chain. Led by the World Tourism Organization 
(UNWTO) and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) in collaboration with the Ellen 
MacArthur Foundation, the Initiative unites the tourism sector behind a common goal of addressing the 
root causes of plastic pollution.  
 
The new signatories include Booking.com, G Adventures, The Hongkong and Shanghai Hotels, 
Inkaterra, TUI Care Foundation, deSter part of gategroup, and International Aviation Waste 
Management Platform, among others. They feature suppliers of guest amenities, on-the-go packaging 
and waste-management platforms, as well as accommodation providers (both large groups and SMEs), 
leading online tourism platforms, tour operators, and associations working at the destination level. 
 
The Global Tourism Plastics Initiative was launched in January 2020 and now counts on 46 signatories, 
illustrating how reducing plastics pollution in tourism remains a priority despite the challenges posed by 
the COVID-19 pandemic. The diversity of the signatories highlights the Global Tourism Plastics 
Initiative’s potential to promote systemic solutions that can be implemented locally and scaled up 
globally. 
 
Tackling plastic pollution remains a priority for sector 
The Global Tourism Plastics Initiative can lead to the reduction of pollution and waste across all parts 
of the tourism sector and support a responsible recovery from COVID-19 that leads to more 
sustainability and resilience  
 
Within the current context of the COVID-19 pandemic, a circular approach to the management of 
plastic items and packaging can avoid any increase in the use of single-use plastics for hygiene 
purposes. It can also relieve pressure on waste management infrastructures and foster a more 

https://www.unwto.org/news/global-tourism-plastics-initiative-welcomes-26-new-signatories
https://www.unwto.org/sustainable-development/global-tourism-plastics-initiative
https://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/sustainable-tourism/signatories-global-tourism-plastics-initiative


   

  

sustainable supply chain. In this sense, a circular economy for plastics is critical for the tourism sector 
to preserve and protect destinations and to recover responsibly from the current crisis. 
 
UNWTO Secretary-General Zurab Pololikashvili said: “Moving towards the circular economy is a 
strategic approach for the tourism sector. The Global Tourism Plastics Initiative can lead to the 
reduction of pollution and waste across all parts of the tourism sector and support a responsible 
recovery from COVID-19 that leads to more sustainability and resilience.” 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Governance, Policy, Practice – UNESCO 
 
Nature 
Volume 587 Issue 7835, 26 November 2020 
http://www.nature.com/nature/current_issue.html 
Editorial | 25 November 2020  
UNESCO must reform to stay relevant — and reconnect people through science  
At 75, the UN agency with a focus on science cooperation is fighting for its future role. 
 
UNESCO was born on 16 November 1945, just a few weeks after the end of the Second 
World War. Its founders had been persuaded that science — along with culture and education — 
could help to cement peace between countries, protect human rights and improve living standards. 
Now, as the United Nations and UNESCO turn 75, the Paris-based agency is struggling to determine its 
future. 
 
There’s a lot to show for those 75 years. Today, UNESCO operates the system that has awarded 
World Heritage status to more than 1,100 important historical sites; the agency has also 
established a global network of more than 700 biosphere reserves. It holds nations to 
account on their commitments to get every child into school, and monitors threats to 
journalists around the world. 
 
But among the UN’s family of specialized agencies, UNESCO has never been properly 
funded — and it has been trying to recover from a funding crisis for the past decade. Data 
supplied by UNESCO show that the agency spent US$1.1 billion in the 2-year period from 2010 to 
2011, but in 2012–13, spending was down by 16% after the Palestinian Authority was granted full 
membership and the United States and Israel stopped their financial contributions in protest. Although 
its spending was back to $1.1 billion by 2018–19, inflation has greatly reduced its spending power. 
UNESCO is now in the middle of a transformation designed, in part, to enable it to live within its 
means. 
 
When Nature spoke to UNESCO’s current and former staff, as well as to researchers who study and 
collaborate with it, we found immense affection for the organization and respect for its past 
achievements. However, there was also a sense of frustration over its future. UNESCO needs to put 
these concerns to rest once and for all. 
 
Pulling together 

http://www.nature.com/nature/current_issue.html
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-03311-3


   

  

UNESCO’s history is a stellar example of science’s power to advance both knowledge and 
diplomacy. In the wake of two world wars, and especially during the cold war, the agency 
helped to unlock the doors to international scientific cooperation, particularly in the 
physical sciences. 
 
In 1951, it hosted the meeting that led to the creation of CERN, Europe’s particle-physics laboratory. 
Since then, CERN has mushroomed from a project intended to reunite and stimulate Europe’s physicists 
to a place where scientists from all over the world can collaborate. It has spawned a number of 
technological spin-offs and has maintained its commitment to global knowledge-sharing. 
 
When nations were reluctant to share their oceans data, UNESCO hosted the first meeting of the 
International Oceanographic Commission in 1961. The commission still has a role in international 
efforts to sustainably manage ocean resources. And UNESCO’s efforts to connect scientists from 
countries with difficult relationships continued with SESAME, the Middle East’s first synchrotron light 
source. That project was launched in 1999 and provides an essential tool to researchers in a range of 
fields, from medicine to materials science. Getting scientists from Iran and Israel, or Cyprus and Turkey 
— all SESAME member countries — to work together is no small achievement. 
 
That same year, UNESCO co-organized the World Conference on Science in Budapest. One of the 
outcomes was the creation of SciDev.Net, one of the first open-access platforms for sharing the results 
of scientific research, on which Science and Nature worked together to share some of their content 
with low- and middle-income countries. 
 
And all of this happened in an organization that might never have had an ‘S’ in its title. UNESCO was 
originally conceived to protect and promote education and culture. It made room for 
science after leading scientists and science media (including Nature) helped to persuade 
the UN’s founding nations that their vision of a world at peace could not be a world 
without science. 
 
And yet, for all its external successes, UNESCO has faced difficulties in how it is treated by some of its 
larger member states. That, in turn, has affected the ability of its staff to get things done. It hasn’t 
helped that some countries have treated their membership of UNESCO like a revolving door, joining 
and leaving as they wish, with little regard for the consequences for the agency’s work when their 
funding stops. The United States has left twice, and the United Kingdom and Singapore have also 
withdrawn in the past, then returned some years later. 
 
When richer countries stop paying, projects on the ground suffer, but so does trust in those nations’ 
commitment to UNESCO’s goals. It means officials at UNESCO’s headquarters are forced to spend time 
and energy raising funds from other sources, and reorganizing staff and management structures to fit 
changing priorities — and end up spreading themselves too thinly. Time spent fire-fighting is time 
taken away from other priorities. 
 
In 2013, UNESCO’s leadership responded to its loss of income with a proposal that would probably 
have led to most of its work in its communication and information sector being abolished. But this was 
seen as a step too far and rejected by member states. Now, the director-general Audrey Azoulay is 
trying a different approach — intended, in part, to take some of the political heat out of UNESCO’s 
work by focusing on things more countries can agree on, and playing to the agency’s strengths as 
cultural guardian, ethical compass and laboratory of ideas. 



   

  

 
Azoulay and her team have initiated a “strategic transformation” to spearhead internal reform and 
programme change — the latter requiring approval by member states late next year. Meanwhile, she 
is prioritizing five areas: rebuilding and reviving the devastated Iraqi city of Mosul; 
promoting open science; working on much-needed common standards on the ethics of 
artificial intelligence; a long-term vision for education; and biodiversity. The last of these is a 
belated, but much-needed recognition of UNESCO’s long-standing experience in the study of 
Indigenous and local knowledge across research fields. Its importance is bolstered by the results of a 
UNESCO survey that asked 15,000 people what they saw as the biggest threats to peace — two-thirds 
of respondents said biodiversity and climate change were their greatest concern. 
 
There’s also a strong argument for reviving UNESCO’s earlier science mission. In today’s 
fractured world, fundamental and applied science could once again be used to help bring 
people and societies together. In the Middle East, for example, UNESCO could help to reconnect 
scientists in Qatar with those in neighbouring countries. At present, researchers are unable to 
collaborate because of a regional dispute. The agency could have a greater role in South Asia’s science, 
which is affected by the strained relations between India and Pakistan. And UNESCO could do more for 
researchers in Europe, where fractures are developing between members of the European Union. 
 
UNESCO should seek to reconnect people through science, as it has done before. But there 
can be no illusions about how hard the task will be. After 75 years, UNESCO is facing one 
of its toughest tests. Member states must make every effort to pull together with the agency’s 
headquarters and its field staff. UNESCO’s potential in a crisis-ridden world should not be 
underestimated. If UNESCO ceased to exist, the world would need to recreate it. 

 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Press Freedoms  
 
UNESCO and the World Association of News Publishers join forces to ensure survival of 
world’s media 
25/11/2020 
UNESCO and the World Association of News Publishers WAN-IFRA are joining forces to address the 
impending global emergency facing independent journalism and the media organizations that produce 
it.  
 
“As the world continues to battle the COVID-19 pandemic and its impact, the decimation 
of journalism in many areas of the world constitutes a growing threat, bringing existing 
challenges to a tipping point,” the two organizations declared in a joint statement. 
 
In the statement, UNESCO Director-General Audrey Azoulay expressed deep concern about the 
pandemic’s impact on local economies threatening the viability of local news media. 
 
President of WAN-IFRA, Fernando de Yarza added, “through this initiative, UNESCO and WAN-IFRA are 
committed to reaffirming the democratic norms essential to the functioning of society.”  
 

https://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-and-world-association-news-publishers-join-forces-ensure-survival-worlds-media-0
https://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-and-world-association-news-publishers-join-forces-ensure-survival-worlds-media-0
https://wan-ifra.org/
https://en.unesco.org/sites/default/files/unesco-wan-ifra_statement.pdf


   

  

The two organizations will work together to research the extent of the crisis, consult with 
stakeholders for solutions, share knowledge between media outlets, and produce policy 
recommendations for steps to support the viability of the news media.  
 
Through these efforts to find solutions to the crisis facing independent media, UNESCO foresees three 
key results:  
:: Governments, donors and companies will be more aware of the importance of supporting 
independent media and of a range of options to do so;  
:: Independent media are sharing more knowledge on best practices of media viability and resilience, 
and innovating their business models and their advocacy accordingly.  
:: UNESCO Member States are reflecting on media viability at the global level, impacting on norms 
through raising awareness of the crisis and the need for remedial actions.  
 
Experts worldwide are sounding the alarm about an “extinction event” for independent 
media outlets that have been hard hit by the economic impact of the COVID-19 crisis.  
 
Financial support for UNESCO’s initiative comes the Organization’s International Programme for the 
Development of Communication (IPDC) and the Multi-Donor Programme on freedom of expression and 
safety of journalists which funds the World Trends in Freedom of Expression and Media Development.  
In partnering with UNESCO, WAN-IFRA brings along its membership of 3,000 news publishing 
companies, which represent 18,000 publications in 120 countries. The association also bring its 
expertise, extensive data and international networks to the initiative… 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Education/Literacy 
 
The Equality Equation: Advancing the Participation of Women and Girls in STEM 
World Bank  November 23, 2020   Type: Publication  
Highlights 
:: A new report provides a rich review of global patterns of gender gaps in learning along the path to 
tertiary education, focusing on STEM. 
:: It distills a large body of evidence that shows that stereotypes and biases are important drivers of 
gender gaps in STEM. 
:: To help close these gaps, the report recommends addressing gender biases in learning materials, 
engaging parents, encouraging participation in STEM-related extracurricular activities, featuring role 
models, and promoting partnerships with the private sector. 
 
Washington, DC, November 2020, A new World Bank Group report explores global data and evidence 
to better understand the drivers and solutions related to gender gaps in science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics (STEM). 
 
The Equality Equation: Advancing the Participation of Women and Girls in STEM provides a rich review 
of global patterns of gender gaps in learning along the path to tertiary education, focusing on STEM. 
 
It finds that in the subset of countries with standardized science and mathematics test data, there is no 
systematic advantage for boys. And in some countries, girls are in fact outperforming boys. 

https://en.unesco.org/programme/ipdc
https://en.unesco.org/themes/fostering-freedom-expression/mdp/foesoj
https://en.unesco.org/themes/fostering-freedom-expression/mdp/foesoj
https://en.unesco.org/world-media-trends
http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/gender/publication/the-equality-equation-advancing-the-participation-of-women-and-girls-in-stem
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/34317


   

  

 
Despite these trends and the fact that women are more likely to go to university than men, women are 
less likely to study STEM fields, particularly engineering, ICT, and physics. These disparities are also 
reflected in the labor market: Women who study STEM fields are less likely to enter into STEM careers 
and exit these careers earlier than male peers. 
 
An interesting phenomenon is also apparent: As country income rises, gaps between the 
likelihood of studying STEM between women and men widens. Women in low-income 
countries are 7 percentage points less likely than men to enroll in tertiary programs in 
engineering, manufacturing, and construction. In upper-middle-income and high-income 
countries, the gaps widen to 15 and 17 percentage points, respectively. 
 
The report digs deep to answer this particular question: If level of enrollment and test scores are not 
lower for girls and women, what drives the STEM gender gap?   
 
“We distill a large body of evidence, which has grown in recent years, that shows that stereotypes and 
biases are important drivers of gender gaps in STEM,” said Eliana Rubiano Matulevich, co-author of the 
report. This includes perceptions (own, parents, teachers, peers, coworkers) about who is talented in 
science and mathematics or about who has the ability or should be working in STEM jobs. This 
emerges in the classroom, specifically in curricula and educational materials. And they emerge in the 
home where surveys show that parents show a greater preference for sons to work in STEM. And 
finally, studies show bias in the workplace where women face more discrimination than their male 
colleagues, especially in more male-dominated STEM fields. 
 
So what can be done? 
The report offers several solutions to tackle gender gaps in STEM, including: 
:: Address gender biases in learning materials. For example, biographies of women who have 
succeeded in male-dominated fields can alter the career aspirations of girls from traditional to 
nontraditional careers. 
:: Engage parents. Engaging parents of girls in STEM can contribute to reshaping parental attitudes 
toward the participation of girls in engineering. 
:: Encourage participation in extracurricular activities. Museum visits, competitions, 
extracurricular clubs, and robotics and coding camps offer promise in fostering interest in STEM among 
both boys and girls. 
:: Feature female role models. Role models provide examples of the kind of success that one may 
achieve (“I can be like her”) and often also supply a template of the behaviors that may be needed to 
achieve success. 
:: Promote partnerships with the private sector. The private sector can play a role, by bringing 
financial support to non-profit STEM initiatives, facilitating exposure to female role models and 
internship opportunities targeting secondary school girls. 
 
Going forward, Alicia Hammond, a co-author notes “there are a number of areas ripe for more data 
and further research, especially from low and middle-income contexts. We also need more rigorous 
methodologies as well as larger and more diverse samples. This will set us on the course for more 
evidence and better policy design on closing gender gaps in STEM, both in schools and in the 
workplace.” 
 
:::::: 



   

  

:::::: 
 
Heritage Stewardship 
 
Indigenous Communities are Using an Empowering Tool to Reclaim Their Histories in the 
Digital Space 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation   November 2020 
Dr. Kimberly Christen talks about Mukurtu, a grassroots, open-source community access platform that 
allows for respectful sharing of cultural heritage. 
 
Sharing may be the currency of our open-source digital age, but in some cultures, not everything is 
meant to be made public. For Indigenous communities, viewing a ritual object, even in reproduction on 
a website, might be strictly reserved for tribal elders who fully understand its meaning. And because of 
sacred beliefs, some objects may simply not be available for non-Indigenous people to access at all. A 
grassroots effort to create a tool to address those concerns resulted in Mukurtu, a community access 
platform now used by more than 600 communities globally.  
 
“All of Mukurtu’s features and functions come directly from the communities who use it,” says Kimberly 
Christen, professor of digital technology and culture at Washington State University in Pullman. In 
2007, Christen helped create Mukurtu, and she now leads the team that maintains the platform at 
WSU’s Center for Digital Scholarship and Curation. Mukurtu is a practical tool, but also “a social tool,” 
says Christen, and “a place where respectful use of traditional knowledge begins through people.” 
 
We spoke with Dr. Christen about how this free and open-source platform has empowered Indigenous 
communities to reclaim their cultural heritage and add their expert voices to the public record: 
[excerpt] 
Can you explain the origins of Mukurtu and what the word means? 
   The platform was developed in 2007 in collaboration with the Warumungu, an Aboriginal community 
in Central Australia I had been working with since 1995. The Warumungu wanted to create a 
community archive of songs, dances, and other cultural traditions along with thousands of photographs 
they had received from missionaries, teachers, and researchers who had visited the community, and 
Mukurtu provided the infrastructure for that. The name comes from Michael Jampin Jones, a member 
of the Warumungu community, who told me that elders would keep sacred items in a woven dilly bag 
or mukurtu, which means a safekeeping place. Mukurtu CMS is meant to provide the same sense of 
protection. 
 
How does Mukurtu empower Indigenous communities to manage and protect their cultural heritage? 
   The software has evolved since its first iteration for the Warumungu, but the heart and soul of the 
platform remains the locally adaptable sharing protocols that facilitate different levels of access to 
cultural heritage, knowledge, and information. For example, a large selection of images of tribal 
artifacts and documents on a website might be available to the public, while reproductions of culturally 
sensitive places, ancestors, or sacred objects can be accessed only by community members. 
 
"The process of shared curation builds relationships and trust that serve as the basis for ongoing 
collaborations and the production of new knowledge." 
—Kimberly Christen 
 

https://mellon.org/shared-experiences-blog/mukurtu-empowers-indigenous-communities-reclaim-their-histories/
https://mellon.org/shared-experiences-blog/mukurtu-empowers-indigenous-communities-reclaim-their-histories/
https://plateauportal.libraries.wsu.edu/digital-heritage/root-gathering-bag-3


   

  

 
https://mukurtu.org/showcase/ 

 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
EMERGENCIES 
 
Coronavirus [COVID-19] 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
 
Weekly Epidemiological and Operational updates  
last update: 14 November 2020, 10:30 GMT-4 
Confirmed cases ::    61 299 371   [week ago: 57 274 018]    [two weeks ago: 53 164 803]    
Confirmed deaths ::    1 439 784   [week ago:   1 368 000]    [two weeks ago:  1 300 576]   
Countries, areas or territories with cases :: 220 
 
:::::: 
 
Weekly epidemiological update - 24 November 2020 
Overview  
This past week, the global acceleration in case incidence has slowed down, with around 4 million new 
cases reported; however, death rates continue to increase with over 67 000 new deaths reported. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 

https://mukurtu.org/showcase/
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-epidemiological-update---17-november-2020
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-epidemiological-update---17-november-2020
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-epidemiological-update---17-november-2020


   

  

Emergencies 
 
POLIO   
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
 
Polio this week as of 25 November 2020 
:: Fahima Ahmed Hassan is a 25-year-old community mobilizer who goes the extra mile to ensure 
parents of children under the age of five are informed of Somalia’s polio vaccination campaigns and are 
ready for their children to be vaccinated. Read about Fahima and other Community mobilizers who 
build trust with communities ahead of crucial vaccination campaigns. 
:: The GPEI has published an Interim guidance document on the use of Novel Oral Polio Vaccine type 2 
(nOPV2) which is meant to provide context and policy guidance on the use of nOPV2 in response to 
Type 2 circulating Vaccine-Derived Poliovirus (cVDPV2) during the Initial Use Period. This document is 
an addendum to the “Standard Operating Procedures: Responding to a poliovirus event or outbreak”, 
Version 3.1’ (SOPs) (5). 
 
Summary of new WPV and cVDPV viruses this week (AFP cases and ES postitives):  
:: Afghanistan: two WPV1 cases, 24 cVDPV2 cases and 18 cVDPV2 positive environmental samples 
:: Pakistan: two WPV1 positive environmental samples and 21 cVDPV2 cases 
:: Burkina Faso: four cVDPV2 cases 
:: Côte d’Ivoire: 16 cVDPV2 cases and 4 cVDPV2 positive environmental samples 
:: Niger: two cVDPV2 cases 
:: South Sudan: seven cVDPV2 cases and 2 cVDPV2 positive environmental samples 
:: Sudan: two cVDPV2 cases 
:: Somalia: one cVDPV2 case and one cVDPV2 positive environmental sample 
:: Yemen: two cVDPV1 cases 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Editor’s Note: 
A number of country pages below did not load at inquiry. 
 
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
Democratic Republic of the Congo - No new digest announcements identified 
Mozambique floods  - No new digest announcements identified 
Nigeria - No new digest announcements identified   
Somalia - No new digest announcements identified 
South Sudan   - No new digest announcements identified 
Syrian Arab Republic  - No new digest announcements identified 
Yemen - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
Iraq  
:: Restoration works completed at East Erbil Emergency Hospital and specialized services resumed for 
patients  24 November 2020 

http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
http://polioeradication.org/news-post/rallying-to-vaccinate-every-child-in-somalia-against-polio/
http://polioeradication.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/EN-interim-Guidance-on-the-use-of-nOPV2-during-the-initial-use-period-Oct2020.pdf
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cod/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/mozambique
http://www.who.int/emergencies/nigeria/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/somalia/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ssd/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/syr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/yem/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/countries/irq/index.html
http://www.emro.who.int/irq/iraq-news/restoration-works-completed-at-east-erbil-emergency-hospital-and-specialized-services-resumed-for-patients.html
http://www.emro.who.int/irq/iraq-news/restoration-works-completed-at-east-erbil-emergency-hospital-and-specialized-services-resumed-for-patients.html


   

  

 
Afghanistan - No new digest announcements identified 
Angola   - No new digest announcements identified 
Burkina Faso - No new digest announcements identified 
Burundi  - No new digest announcements identified 
Cameroon  - No new digest announcements identified 
Central African Republic - No new digest announcements identified 
Ethiopia - No new digest announcements identified 
Iran floods 2019  - No new digest announcements identified 
Libya - No new digest announcements identified 
Malawi Floods - No new digest announcements identified 
Measles in Europe - No new digest announcements identified 
MERS-CoV  - No new digest announcements identified 
Mozambique  - No new digest announcements identified 
Myanmar  - No new digest announcements identified 
Niger - No new digest announcements identified 
occupied Palestinian territory  - No new digest announcements identified 
HIV in Pakistan  - No new digest announcements identified 
Sao Tome and Principe Necrotizing Cellulitis (2017)  - No new digest announcements identified 
Sudan  - No new digest announcements identified 
Ukraine - No new digest announcements identified 
Zimbabwe - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 1 Emergencies  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
Djibouti  
:: Djibouti se prépare aux Journées nationales de vaccination contre la poliomyélite  
25 novembre 2020 – Près de 130 000 enfants de Djibouti vont être vaccinés contre le poliovirus dans le 
cadre d’une campagne de vaccination nationale contre la poliomyélite qui devrait débuter lundi 23 
novembre et s’étendra sur quatre jours 
 
Chad  - No new digest announcements identified 
Kenya   - No new digest announcements identified 
Mali  - No new digest announcements identified 
Namibia - viral hepatitis  - No new digest announcements identified 
Tanzania  - No new digest announcements identified 
  
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – L3 Emergencies 
The UN and its humanitarian partners are currently responding to three 'L3' emergencies. This is the 
global humanitarian system's classification for the response to the most severe, large-scale 
humanitarian crises.  
Syrian Arab Republic  - No new digest announcements identified 
Yemen - No new digest announcements identified 
 

https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/afg/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/angola
https://www.afro.who.int/fr/countries/burkina-faso
https://www.afro.who.int/countries/burundi
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cmr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/caf/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/eth/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/irn/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/lby/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/malawi
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/communicable-diseases/measles-and-rubella
http://www.who.int/emergencies/mers-cov/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/mozambique
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mmr/en/
http://afro.who.int/fr/countries/niger
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/opt/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/pandemic-epidemic-diseases/news/who-and-partners-mobilize-hiv-drugs-for-infected-children-in-pakistan.html
http://afro.who.int/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/sdn/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ukr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/zwe/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/fr/countries/dji/
http://www.emro.who.int/fr/dji/djibouti-news/djibouti-se-prepare-aux-journees-nationales-de-vaccination-contre-la-poliomyelite.html
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tcd/en/
http://www.afro.who.int/countries/kenya
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mli/en/
http://afro.who.int/news/baseline-assessment-national-viral-hepatitis-response-namibia
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tza/en/
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/syria
https://www.unocha.org/yemen


   

  

:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Corporate Emergencies 
When the USG/ERC declares a Corporate Emergency Response, all OCHA offices, branches and 
sections provide their full support to response activities both at HQ and in the field. 
East Africa Locust Infestation   
:: Desert Locust situation update - 24 November 2020 
 
COVID-19    
:: Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19): Weekly Epidemiological Update (24 November 2020) 

 
 
*                      *                       *                        * 

 

:: Agency/Government/IGO Watch 
We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for key 
media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on regional or global 
level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific coverage is limited. Please 
suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
 
 
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly  
[to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://www.un.org/press/en 
Selected Meetings/Press Releases/Announcements 
27 November 2020  
SG/SM/20454 
Israeli, Palestinian Leaders Must Uphold Responsibility in Realizing Two-State Solution, 
Secretary-General Says, Calling for Solidarity on International Day 
 
27 November 2020  
DSG/SM/1509 
Deputy Secretary-General Offers Three-Pronged Social Cohesion Plan Centred on Justice, 
Climate Action to Combat Threats against Cultural Heritage 
Following is the text of UN Deputy Secretary-General Amina Mohammed’s video message on the 
occasion of the International Conference “Cultural heritage and Multilateralism:  Regional and 
international strategies for protecting cultural heritage”, held on 16 and 17 November, in Berlin, 
Germany… 
 
25 November 2020  
SG/A/1992* 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees Filippo Grandi Confirmed by General 
Assembly Decision 
 
22 November 2020  
SG/SM/20440 
World Has Moral Obligation to Ensure Future Generations Not Burdened by Mountain of 
Debt on Broken Planet, Secretary-General Tells G20 Summit 

https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/east-africa-locust-infestation
https://reliefweb.int/node/3691132
https://www.unocha.org/covid19
https://reliefweb.int/node/3691202
https://www.un.org/press/en
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm20454.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm20454.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/dsgsm1509.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/dsgsm1509.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sga1992.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sga1992.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm20440.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm20440.doc.htm


   

  

 
 
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 28 Nov 2020] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true  
Top News 
Comment by UN Human Rights Office spokesperson Liz Throssell on Trinidad and Tobago’s 
deportation of 25 Venezuelans, including 16 children 
 
UN Committee issues recommendations to combat racial profiling 
 
UN experts call for release of Egyptian human rights defenders jailed after meeting 
diplomats 
 
UN experts call on Iran to halt execution of Ahmadreza Djalali  
 
Cambodia: UN expert alarmed by reports of mass trial of activists 
 
 
United Nations Human Rights Council  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL 
Council News 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Committee on the Rights of the Child [to 28 Nov 2020] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the sale and sexual exploitation of children   [to 28 Nov 2020] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx  
Latest News 
Urgent action needed to end pandemic of femicide and violence against women, says UN 
expert 
23 November 2020 
 
 
SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed 
Conflict [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 
Press Releases 
United Nations Officials Welcome the Conviction of Ntabo Ntaberi Sheka for War Crimes of 
Rape, Sexual Slavery, Child Recruitment and Murder in Democratic Republic of the Congo 
Tuesday, 24 November 2020 
 
 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26546&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26546&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26548&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26549&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26549&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26543&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26544&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26533&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26533&LangID=E
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/2020/11/united-nations-officials-welcome-the-conviction-of-ntabo-ntaberi-sheka-for-war-crimes-of-rape-sexual-slavery-child-recruitment-and-murder-in-democratic-republic-of-the-congo/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/2020/11/united-nations-officials-welcome-the-conviction-of-ntabo-ntaberi-sheka-for-war-crimes-of-rape-sexual-slavery-child-recruitment-and-murder-in-democratic-republic-of-the-congo/


   

  

SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict 
[to 28 Nov 2020] 
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/  
Latest News 
24 November, 2020 
SRSG Pramila Patten, Keynote Speech 2nd International Conference on “Action with 
Women & Peace” ~ Ending Sexual Violence in Conflict, Ensuring a Survivor-Centered 
Approach 
   …As abhorrent and anachronistic as it sounds, sexual violence and sexual slavery persist as part of 
21st Century wars. Spoilers to the peace continue to treat women’s bodies as the spoils of war. Rape is 
still characterized by staggering rates of impunity and recidivism, which breeds further violence, and 
corrodes social cohesion. 
   It is time to move from commitments to compliance. It is time to ensure survivors can shape their 
own future, and participate fully in political, economic and social life. 
   Yet, as I have seen firsthand in remote, war-torn corners of the world, too many women and girls 
remain unsafe under their own roofs when night falls. As former United Nations Secretary- General 
Kofi Annan said so rousingly in 1997, in calling for the establishment of an International 
Criminal Court: “We will do our part, and ask that you do yours, in the struggle to ensure 
that no ruler, no State, no junta, and no army anywhere can abuse human rights with 
impunity. Only then will the innocents of distant wars and conflicts know that they, too, 
may sleep under the cover of justice”… 
 
24 November, 2020 
United Nations Officials Welcome Conviction of Ntabo Ntaberi Sheka for War Crimes of 
Rape, Sexual Slavery, Child Recruitment and Murder in Democratic Republic of the Congo 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights   [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx 
Latest News 
Urgent action needed to end pandemic of femicide and violence against women, says UN 
expert 
23 November 2020 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable 
standard of physical and mental health  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx 
Latest News 
UN experts call for release of Egyptian human rights defenders jailed after meeting 
diplomats 
27 November 2020 

Urgent action needed to end pandemic of femicide and violence against women, says UN 
expert 
23 November 2020 
 
 

http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/
https://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/statement/srsg-pramila-patten-keynote-speech-2nd-international-conference-on-action-with-women-peace-ending-sexual-violence-in-conflict-ensuring-a-survivor-centered-approach/
https://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/statement/srsg-pramila-patten-keynote-speech-2nd-international-conference-on-action-with-women-peace-ending-sexual-violence-in-conflict-ensuring-a-survivor-centered-approach/
https://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/statement/srsg-pramila-patten-keynote-speech-2nd-international-conference-on-action-with-women-peace-ending-sexual-violence-in-conflict-ensuring-a-survivor-centered-approach/
https://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/press-release/united-nations-officials-welcome-conviction-of-ntabo-ntaberi-sheka-for-war-crimes-of-rape-sexual-slavery-child-recruitment-and-murder-in-democratic-republic-of-the-congo/
https://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/press-release/united-nations-officials-welcome-conviction-of-ntabo-ntaberi-sheka-for-war-crimes-of-rape-sexual-slavery-child-recruitment-and-murder-in-democratic-republic-of-the-congo/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26533&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26533&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26549&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26549&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26533&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26533&LangID=E


   

  

Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx 
Latest News 
Urgent action needed to end pandemic of femicide and violence against women, says UN 
expert 
23 November 2020 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples   [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx 
Latest news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN OCHA [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://www.unocha.org/  
Selected Press Releases        
27 November 2020 
The Humanitarian Fund for the Central African Republic releases US $ 9 million to assist 
hundreds of thousands of people who would not otherwise survive 
    
27 November 2020 
UN extends call for help to Typhoon Vamco-affected areas in Northern Luzon 
  
26 November 2020 
Humanitarian actors seek US$168 million to support 1.9 million conflict-affected people in 
eastern Ukraine [EN/RU/UK] 
    
25 November 2020 
United Nations Releases $25 million for Women-led projects Battling Gender-Based 
Violence 
 
 
Centre for Humanitarian Data/HDX  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://centre.humdata.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNICEF  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases 
Selected Press releases, Statements 
Statement 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26533&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26533&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx
https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases
https://reliefweb.int/node/3692245
https://reliefweb.int/node/3692245
https://reliefweb.int/node/3692095
https://reliefweb.int/node/3691863
https://reliefweb.int/node/3691863
https://reliefweb.int/node/3691439
https://reliefweb.int/node/3691439
https://centre.humdata.org/
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases


   

  

11/25/2020  
Threat of further escalation in Mekelle, Ethiopia, puts children’s lives at risk  
Statement by UNICEF Executive Director Henrietta Fore  
 
Press release 
11/25/2020  
320,000 children and adolescents newly infected with HIV in 2019, 1 every 100 seconds – 
UNICEF  
UNICEF warns of COVID-19 disruptions to HIV service delivery in one third of high burden countries  
 
Statement 
11/24/2020  
UNICEF Executive Director Henrietta Fore's remarks at the 2020 Afghanistan Conference  
 
News note 
11/23/2020  
COVAX Update: UNICEF working with global airlines and freight providers to plan delivery 
of COVID-19 vaccines  
UNICEF kickstarts discussions with over 350 logistics organizations to step up delivery plans for 
eventual COVID-19 vaccines  
[See COVID Logistics above for details] 
 
Statement 
11/23/2020  
UNICEF Executive Director Henrietta Fore's remarks at the launch of Nutrition Reports  
As prepared for delivery  
 
Statement 
11/23/2020  
Millions of children’s lives at high risk as Yemen inches towards famine  
Statement by UNICEF Executive Director Henrietta Fore  
 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 28 Nov 2020] 
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html 
Selected Announcements  
UN High Commissioner for Refugees visits Sudan as new refugee arrivals cross 43,000 
27 Nov 2020  
 
UNHCR warns second wave of COVID pandemic driving further violence against refugee 
women and girls 
25 Nov 2020  
 
Ethiopian refugee numbers in Sudan cross the 40,000 mark 
24 Nov 2020  
 
UN High Commissioner for Refugees warns of grave consequences if world looks away 
from Afghanistan, reiterates importance of finding solutions to Afghan displacement 

https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/threat-further-escalation-mekelle-ethiopia-puts-childrens-lives-risk
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/320000-children-and-adolescents-newly-infected-hiv-2019-1-every-100-seconds-unicef
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/320000-children-and-adolescents-newly-infected-hiv-2019-1-every-100-seconds-unicef
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-executive-director-henrietta-fores-remarks-2020-afghanistan-conference
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/covax-update-unicef-working-global-airlines-and-freight-providers-plan-delivery
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/covax-update-unicef-working-global-airlines-and-freight-providers-plan-delivery
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-executive-director-henrietta-fores-remarks-launch-nutrition-reports
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/millions-childrens-lives-high-risk-yemen-inches-towards-famine
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/11/5fc0b5774/un-high-commissioner-refugees-visits-sudan-new-refugee-arrivals-cross-43000.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/11/5fc0b5774/un-high-commissioner-refugees-visits-sudan-new-refugee-arrivals-cross-43000.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/11/5fc0b5774/un-high-commissioner-refugees-visits-sudan-new-refugee-arrivals-cross-43000.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/11/5fbe0f394/unhcr-warns-second-wave-covid-pandemic-driving-further-violence-against.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/11/5fbe0f394/unhcr-warns-second-wave-covid-pandemic-driving-further-violence-against.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/11/5fbe0f394/unhcr-warns-second-wave-covid-pandemic-driving-further-violence-against.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/11/5fbe0f394/unhcr-warns-second-wave-covid-pandemic-driving-further-violence-against.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/11/5fbe0f394/unhcr-warns-second-wave-covid-pandemic-driving-further-violence-against.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/11/5fbe0f394/unhcr-warns-second-wave-covid-pandemic-driving-further-violence-against.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/11/5fbcccbf4/ethiopian-refugee-numbers-sudan-cross-40000-mark.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/11/5fbcccbf4/ethiopian-refugee-numbers-sudan-cross-40000-mark.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/11/5fbcccbf4/ethiopian-refugee-numbers-sudan-cross-40000-mark.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/11/5fbcccbf4/ethiopian-refugee-numbers-sudan-cross-40000-mark.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/11/5fba88884/un-high-commissioner-refugees-warns-grave-consequences-world-looks-afghanistan.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/11/5fba88884/un-high-commissioner-refugees-warns-grave-consequences-world-looks-afghanistan.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/11/5fba88884/un-high-commissioner-refugees-warns-grave-consequences-world-looks-afghanistan.html


   

  

23 Nov 2020  
 
UNHCR airlifts emergency aid for Ivorian refugees in Liberia 
23 Nov 2020  
 
UN General Assembly extends mandate for High Commissioner Grandi 
23 Nov 2020  
   GENEVA – The United Nations General Assembly today renewed the mandate of Filippo Grandi as 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees for a further two-and-a-half-year-period. 
   The extension of Grandi’s mandate follows a recommendation by the UN Secretary-General António 
Guterres to the General Assembly. 
   High Commissioner Grandi, welcoming the decision of the General Assembly, said that he was deeply 
honoured by the trust and support of all UN member states and the Secretary-General. 
   “I’m humbled by this decision,” said Grandi. “I see it as a clear recognition of UNHCR staff’s efforts to 
protect and help the refugees, internally displaced and stateless people who are at the heart of what 
we do.”… 
 
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 28 Nov 2020]  
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
Selected Announcements 
Ministers from East and Horn of Africa Pledge to Harmonize Labour Migration Laws to 
Protect Migrant Workers’ Rights 
2020-11-27 13:59 
Nairobi—The entirety of humankind’s history begins in East Africa, with early Africans’ outbound 
migration towards Europe and the Middle East. That movement continues, especially now, with some 
five million recent African migrants living and working outside the continent.     ... 
 
“Include Migrants in Vaccine Plans,” IOM Urges at Regional Health Conference 
2020-11-27 13:55 
Skopje – The International Organization for Migration (IOM) has issued an urgent call to Governments 
not to forget migrants as the battle against COVID-19 enters a new phase.  
 
IOM Strengthens Gender-Based Violence Response in Cox’s Bazar amidst COVID-19 
2020-11-24 14:00 
Cox’s Bazar – Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, the risk of Gender-based Violence (GBV) for Rohingya 
and Bangladeshi women and girls already was alarmingly high in Cox´s Bazar, Bangladesh. Since the 
onset of COVID-19, evidence suggests there has been a surge in rates of intimate... 
 
IOM Publishes Report on Reintegration Outcomes 
2020-11-24 13:58 
Geneva – The International Organization for Migration (IOM) published today (24/11) a new report: 
“Mentoring returnees: Study on Reintegration Outcomes Through a Comparative Lens.”. The 
study, conducted in collaboration with the Samuel Hall think tank and the University of... 
 
Gavi and IOM Join Forces to Improve Immunization Coverage for Migrants 
2020-11-24 13:00 

https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/11/5fba88884/un-high-commissioner-refugees-warns-grave-consequences-world-looks-afghanistan.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/11/5fbb9f9f4/unhcr-airlifts-emergency-aid-ivorian-refugees-liberia.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/11/5fbb9f9f4/unhcr-airlifts-emergency-aid-ivorian-refugees-liberia.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/11/5fbb9f9f4/unhcr-airlifts-emergency-aid-ivorian-refugees-liberia.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/11/5fbb9f9f4/unhcr-airlifts-emergency-aid-ivorian-refugees-liberia.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/11/5fbb992d4/un-general-assembly-extends-mandate-high-commissioner-grandi.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/11/5fbb992d4/un-general-assembly-extends-mandate-high-commissioner-grandi.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/11/5fbb992d4/un-general-assembly-extends-mandate-high-commissioner-grandi.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/11/5fbb992d4/un-general-assembly-extends-mandate-high-commissioner-grandi.html
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases
https://www.iom.int/news/ministers-east-and-horn-africa-pledge-harmonize-labour-migration-laws-protect-migrant-workers
https://www.iom.int/news/ministers-east-and-horn-africa-pledge-harmonize-labour-migration-laws-protect-migrant-workers
https://www.iom.int/news/include-migrants-vaccine-plans-iom-urges-regional-health-conference
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-strengthens-gender-based-violence-response-coxs-bazar-amidst-covid-19
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-publishes-report-reintegration-outcomes
https://www.iom.int/news/gavi-and-iom-join-forces-improve-immunization-coverage-migrants


   

  

Geneva – Today, the Vaccine Alliance (Gavi) and the International Organization for Migration (IOM) 
signed a memorandum of understanding to strengthen their collaboration on vaccination efforts and 
related health services for migrants and forcibly displaced persons across the... 
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
 
UNAIDS [to 28 Nov 2020]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
Selected Press Releases/Reports/Statements 
27 November 2020 
Study shows how COVID-19 is impacting access to HIV care in the Russian Federation  
 
25 November 2020 
New awareness campaign on gender-based violence in the Middle East and North Africa  
 
24 November 2020 
Turning around the HIV response in Odessa  
 
23 November 2020 
Condom use declining  
 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 28 Nov 2020]  
Webinar: a multilateral response to misinformation and data transparency 
30 November 2020 15:00 – 17:00 CET  
 
26 November 2020   Departmental news 
WHO releases new guidance on integrating mental health in radiological and nuclear 
emergency response 
 
25 November 2020   News release 
Every move counts towards better health – says WHO 
 
25 November 2020   Departmental news 
Update: WHO revision of pain management guidelines 
 
23 November 2020   Departmental news 
Countdown to 2030 launches expanded 2020 country profiles on early childhood 
development 
 
23 November 2020   Departmental news 
The city of lights glows teal for cervical cancer elimination 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO      

http://www.unaids.org/en
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/november/20201126_russian-federation
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/november/20201125_awareness-campaign-gender-based-violence-middle-east-north-africa
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/november/20201124_irina-kutsenko
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/november/20201123_condom-use-declining
https://www.who.int/news-room/events/detail/2020/11/30/default-calendar/webinar-a-multilateral-response-to-misinformation-and-data-transparency
https://www.who.int/news-room/events/detail/2020/11/30/default-calendar/webinar-a-multilateral-response-to-misinformation-and-data-transparency
https://www.who.int/news-room/events/detail/2020/11/30/default-calendar/webinar-a-multilateral-response-to-misinformation-and-data-transparency
https://www.who.int/news-room/events/detail/2020/11/30/default-calendar/webinar-a-multilateral-response-to-misinformation-and-data-transparency
https://www.who.int/news/item/26-11-2020-who-releases-new-guidance-on-integrating-mental-health-in-radiological-emergency-response
https://www.who.int/news/item/26-11-2020-who-releases-new-guidance-on-integrating-mental-health-in-radiological-emergency-response
https://www.who.int/news/item/26-11-2020-who-releases-new-guidance-on-integrating-mental-health-in-radiological-emergency-response
https://www.who.int/news/item/26-11-2020-who-releases-new-guidance-on-integrating-mental-health-in-radiological-emergency-response
https://www.who.int/news/item/25-11-2020-every-move-counts-towards-better-health-says-who
https://www.who.int/news/item/25-11-2020-every-move-counts-towards-better-health-says-who
https://www.who.int/news/item/25-11-2020-every-move-counts-towards-better-health-says-who
https://www.who.int/news/item/25-11-2020-every-move-counts-towards-better-health-says-who
https://www.who.int/news/item/25-11-2020-update2-who-revision-of-pain-management-guidelines
https://www.who.int/news/item/25-11-2020-update2-who-revision-of-pain-management-guidelines
https://www.who.int/news/item/25-11-2020-update2-who-revision-of-pain-management-guidelines
https://www.who.int/news/item/25-11-2020-update2-who-revision-of-pain-management-guidelines
https://www.who.int/news/item/23-11-2020-countdown-to-2030-launches-expanded-2020-country-profiles-on-early-childhood-development
https://www.who.int/news/item/23-11-2020-countdown-to-2030-launches-expanded-2020-country-profiles-on-early-childhood-development
https://www.who.int/news/item/23-11-2020-countdown-to-2030-launches-expanded-2020-country-profiles-on-early-childhood-development
https://www.who.int/news/item/23-11-2020-countdown-to-2030-launches-expanded-2020-country-profiles-on-early-childhood-development
https://www.who.int/news/item/23-11-2020-the-city-of-lights-glows-teal-for-cervical-cancer-elimination
https://www.who.int/news/item/23-11-2020-the-city-of-lights-glows-teal-for-cervical-cancer-elimination
https://www.who.int/news/item/23-11-2020-the-city-of-lights-glows-teal-for-cervical-cancer-elimination
https://www.who.int/news/item/23-11-2020-the-city-of-lights-glows-teal-for-cervical-cancer-elimination
http://www.afro.who.int/


   

  

No new digest content identified 
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
No new digest content identified 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
:: Act now to address the shadow pandemic of violence against women 
25 November 2020   Statement  SEARO 
   By Dr Poonam Khetrapal Singh, WHO Regional Director for South-East Asia 
Urgent action is needed across the WHO South-East Asia Region to strengthen efforts to protect 
women and girls from violence and to support their health needs amid the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic… 
 
WHO European Region EURO  
:: WHO and ECDC call for improved HIV testing in Europe 26-11-2020  
:: WHO’s Emergency Medical Teams inspire countries and colleagues during the COVID-19 pandemic 
25-11-2020  
:: COVID-19 update: doing our share, a new horizon with technological and pharmaceutical 
development, and preserving the rights of children (delivered in Russian) 24-11-2020  
:: Health workers at risk, older adults and residents of long-term care facilities to be prioritized for 
COVID-19 vaccination 23-11-2020 
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: WHO supports civil/military cooperation on COVID-19 database 
   26 November 2020 - A collaborative initiative between the Lebanese army and the Ministry of Public 
Health, supported by WHO, has created a comprehensive database for COVID-19 cases in Lebanon. 
Dr Iman Shankiti, WHO Representative in Lebanon, accompanied by a WHO team, visited the army 
hospital in Badaro, Beirut, to review equipment installed by WHO for the project. 
   This initiative falls under a project to create civil/military cooperation during the pandemic through 
the exchange of information between the Ministry of Public Health and the Lebanese army on cases 
and other areas related to the coronavirus. This approach has been pioneered by Lebanon, with WHO 
providing equipment and training for the army with the support of the Ministry. 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
No new digest content identified 
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2020/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 28 Nov 2020] 
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release 
Meetings and events 
25 November 2020   Press Release 

https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=466:2008-media-center-press-releases&Itemid=40108&lang=en
http://www.searo.who.int/
https://www.who.int/southeastasia/news/detail/25-11-2020-act-now-to-address-the-shadow-pandemic-of-violence-against-women
http://www.euro.who.int/
https://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/sections/press-releases/2020/who-and-ecdc-call-for-improved-hiv-testing-in-europe
https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-emergencies/coronavirus-covid-19/news/news/2020/11/whos-emergency-medical-teams-inspire-countries-and-colleagues-during-the-covid-19-pandemic2
https://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/sections/statements/2020/statement-covid-19-update-doing-our-share,-a-new-horizon-with-technological-and-pharmaceutical-development,-and-preserving-the-rights-of-children-delivered-in-russian
https://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/sections/statements/2020/statement-covid-19-update-doing-our-share,-a-new-horizon-with-technological-and-pharmaceutical-development,-and-preserving-the-rights-of-children-delivered-in-russian
https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-emergencies/coronavirus-covid-19/news/news/2020/11/health-workers-at-risk,-older-adults-and-residents-of-long-term-care-facilities-to-be-prioritized-for-covid-19-vaccination2
https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-emergencies/coronavirus-covid-19/news/news/2020/11/health-workers-at-risk,-older-adults-and-residents-of-long-term-care-facilities-to-be-prioritized-for-covid-19-vaccination2
http://www.emro.who.int/
http://www.emro.who.int/lbn/lebanon-news/who-supports-civilmilitary-cooperation-on-exchange-of-information-database-on-covid-cases.html
http://www.wpro.who.int/
https://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2020/
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release


   

  

“We’ve had enough of violence against women and girls. It’s time for justice.” New UNFPA 
Goodwill Ambassador Isha Sesay joins the fight to end violence against women, female 
genital mutilation and child marriages  
   New York, 25 November 2020 -- Acclaimed journalist, activist and writer, Isha Sesay was today 
appointed Goodwill Ambassador for UNFPA, the United Nations sexual and reproductive health agency, 
where she will help...  
 
23 November 2020   Press Release 
Playing for change and the United Nations Population Fund announce "Peace Through 
Music: A Global Event For Social Justice" - A Facebook exclusive in celebration of the 
United Nations 75th anniversary 
   Los Angeles, CA — November 23, 2020 — In honor of the 75th Anniversary of the United Nations 
and GivingTuesday, Playing For Change and UNFPA, the United Nations Population Fund, are thrilled to 
announce Peace Through...  
 
 
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 28 Nov 2020] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
Latest from News Centre 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/ 
Meetings and events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://www.unenvironment.org/ 
24 Nov 2020  Press release  
Oil and Gas Industry commits to new framework to monitor, report and reduce methane 
emissions 
   Nairobi/Brussels/New York, 23 November - In a move that will help tackle one of the biggest and 
most solvable contributors to the climate crisis, major players in the oil and gas industry agreed today 
to report… 
 
 
UNDRR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://www.undrr.org/ 
Latest news 

https://www.unfpa.org/press/%E2%80%9Cweve-had-enough-violence-against-women-and-girls-its-time-justice%E2%80%9D-new-unfpa-goodwill
https://www.unfpa.org/press/%E2%80%9Cweve-had-enough-violence-against-women-and-girls-its-time-justice%E2%80%9D-new-unfpa-goodwill
https://www.unfpa.org/press/%E2%80%9Cweve-had-enough-violence-against-women-and-girls-its-time-justice%E2%80%9D-new-unfpa-goodwill
https://www.unfpa.org/press/playing-change-and-united-nations-population-fund-announce-peace-through-music-global-event
https://www.unfpa.org/press/playing-change-and-united-nations-population-fund-announce-peace-through-music-global-event
https://www.unfpa.org/press/playing-change-and-united-nations-population-fund-announce-peace-through-music-global-event
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/
https://www.unenvironment.org/
https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/press-release/oil-and-gas-industry-commits-new-framework-monitor-report-and-reduce
https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/press-release/oil-and-gas-industry-commits-new-framework-monitor-report-and-reduce
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No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/  
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNESCO  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
http://en.unesco.org/news 
Selected Latest News  
UNESCO and the World Association of News Publishers join forces to ensure survival of 
world’s media 
25/11/2020 
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
 
International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS)  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://www.icomos.org/en/ 
Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp 
Press Releases 
26/11/2020 –  
UNODC, Saudi Arabia's Nazaha Sign $10M Funding Agreement for Global Anti-Corruption 
Law Enforcement Network  
 
 
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
http://unhabitat.org/ 
News & Stories 
UN-Habitat urges governments to Partner and Pledge for Sustainable Urbanization 
Friday 27 November, 2020  
 
Interview with UN-Habitat’s Raf Tuts on resilience building on Devex 
Thursday 26 November, 2020  
 
 
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 28 Nov 2020] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Food Programme  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
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https://www.wfp.org/news 
News releases 
26 November 2020  
Japan contributes US$ 2.7 million to provide lifesaving food assistance in the Central 
African Republic  
   BANGUI – The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) has welcomed a contribution of US$ 
2.7 million (Yen 300 million) from the Government of Japan to provide food assistance to vulnerable 
people including women and children affected by armed conflict and the COVID-19 pandemic in the 
Central African Republic (C.A.R). 
 
25 November 2020  
WFP and PDC join forces in disaster preparedness and response     
Kihei, Hawaii/Bangkok, Thailand—The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) and the Pacific 
Disaster Center (PDC) have joined forces to help countries in Asia and the Pacific prepare for disasters 
and respond faster to emergencies.  
 
24 November 2020  
United States provides US$119 million to WFP for school meals in five countries  
   WASHINGTON – As classrooms around the developing world begin to re-open, the U.N. World Food 
Programme is receiving US$119 million from the U.S. Department of Agriculture to provide school 
meals in five countries in Asia and Africa. 
 
24 November 2020  
The United Arab Emirates first to announce support for WFP emergency food assistance to 
Ethiopian refugees in Sudan  
   DUBAI/ROME – As a humanitarian crisis builds on the Ethiopia-Sudan border, the United Nations 
World Food Programme (WFP) has welcomed a contribution of US$4.5 million from the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) to provide life-saving food assistance to refugees fleeing escalating violence in the 
Tigray region of Ethiopia.  
 
24 November 2020  
United Kingdom contributes £15 million to help Afghan families get through winter and 
cope with Covid-19  
   KABUL/LONDON– The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) welcomes a contribution of £15 
million (US$20 million) from the United Kingdom towards its response to the COVID-19 pandemic and 
to help families in Afghanistan who are facing food shortages get through winter.  
 
 
ILO International Labour Organization  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm 
COVID-19: Supporting enterprises, jobs and incomes 
Cash flow the biggest problem facing business during COVID-19 crisis   
27 November 2020  
Micro and small enterprises worst affected by COVID-19 pandemic, says a survey of 4,500 enterprises 
in 45 countries. 
 
International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women 
Film director wins ILO prize for gender based violence documentary   
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25 November 2020  
The winning short film touches on fundamental gender and child rights’ issues addressed by the 
International Labour Organization. 
 
G20 Leaders’ Summit 
ILO welcomes G20 continued commitment to safeguard livelihoods   
22 November 2020  
ILO Director-General says job protection and creation, social protection and social dialogue are 
essential to minimize the long-term damage from the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
 
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
http://www.icao.int/  
Latest News   
CORSIA offsetting kept on track for 2021 pilot phase 
26/11/20 
 
ICAO President underscores importance of solidarity, innovation, and sustainability to 
sectoral recovery strategies 
24/11/20 
 
ICAO highlights green aviation opportunities arising from pandemic  
24/11/20 
 
New manual issued on COVID-19 testing and cross-border risk management 
  Montréal, 23 November 2020 – ICAO issued a bulletin today announcing its new Testing and Cross-
border Risk Management Measures Manual (Doc 10152), developed by the members of the dedicated 
CAPSCA group it established in 2009 for the prevention and management of public health events in civil 
aviation. 
   The new publication is available free of charge on the UN agency’s COVID-19 online portal, along 
with the comprehensive guidelines, tools and resources it has been putting at countries’ disposal since 
the onset of the pandemic. 
   “This new risk management manual is designed to help countries assess and include personal tests 
as part of their overall air transport public health responses to COVID-19,” commented ICAO Secretary 
General Dr. Fang Liu… 
 
President of ICAO Air Navigation Commission re-appointed 
23/11/20 
 
 
IMO International Maritime Organization  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://www.imo.org/ 
Latest Press Briefings  
27 November 2020 
Fair treatment of seafarers and the COVID-19 pandemic on Legal Committee's agenda 
The IMO Legal Committee has begun its 107th session, meeting in virtual session (27 and 30 
November and 1 December). Important items on its agenda include matters relating to the work of the 
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Legal Committee and the COVID-19 pandemic and related agenda items on fair treatment of seafarers 
and the abandonment of seafarers. 
 
27 November 2020  
Workshops for cleaner air in the Mediterranean 
Cleaner air in and around the Mediterranean Sea can be achieved by full and effective ratification and 
implementation of MARPOL Annex VI regulations to prevent air pollution from ships. This was the topic 
for national workshops held in Egypt (25 November) and Algeria (26 November).  
 
26 November 2020  
Training future maritime policy makers 
As part of IMO ongoing work to train future leaders of the maritime world, students from the IMO 
International Maritime Law Institute (IMLI) in Malta are being introduced to key issues in maritime 
transport policy making (23-26 November). IMO has been providing training to its interested Member 
States on developing, adopting and updating national maritime transport policies (NMTPs) since 2015. 
 
25 November 2020  
Maintaining momentum for fishing vessel safety 
IMO has held the first in a new series of regional webinars promoting the importance of ratifying and 
implementing the Cape Town Agreement on fishing vessel safety. The event, for the Latin America and 
Caribbean region (23-24 November), covered technical aspects, lessons learned from the ratification, 
identification of issues related to the ratification, and combatting illegal, unreported and unregulated 
(IUU) fishing activities. It also included panel discussions and expert presentations. 
 
 
WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release 
Press Releases 
Landmark Data Conference sets the scene for change 
Publish Date: 24 November 2020  
   A landmark Data Conference convened by the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) has set the 
scene for a comprehensive modernization of the roles, rules and requirements for the international 
exchange of observations and other data which measure the pulse of the planet. 
 
Carbon dioxide levels continue at record levels, despite COVID-19 lockdown 
Publish Date: 23 November 2020  
   The industrial slowdown due to the COVID-19 pandemic has not curbed record levels of greenhouse 
gases which are trapping heat in the atmosphere, increasing temperatures and driving more extreme 
weather, ice melt, sea-level rise and ocean acidification, according to the World Meteorological 
Organization (WMO). 
 
 
UPU  Universal Postal Union   [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://www.upu.int/en/News-Media/Press/Press-Releases 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
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UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html 
News 
Addressing the climate emergency and advancing the Agenda 2030 through a circular 
economy transition 
   VIENNA, 26 November – Accelerating the adoption of circular economy principles, policies and 
practices is essential if we are to make the progress on the Sustainable Development Goals and fully 
implement the Paris Agreement.  
 
 
International Organization for Standardization (ISO)  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/ 
News 
By Barnaby Lewis on 27 November 2020  
10 years of ISO 26000 leading social responsibility  
   November 2020 marks ten years since the publication of a ground-breaking International Standard 
for social responsibility.  
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
26 November 2020  
Next ISO President announced as Ulrika Francke for 2022-2023 term  
   The International Organization for Standardization (ISO) today announced that Ulrika Francke from 
Sweden has been elected as the next ISO President, following voting by the ISO member bodies. She 
will take up the position in January 2022 at the completion of the term of current President Eddy 
Njoroge …  
 
 
UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://www.unwto.org/news 
News 
All Regions  
Advancing an International Code for Protection of Tourists 
27 Nov 2020  
 
Africa  
UNWTO in Tunisia: Investments and Education Focus of High-Level Visit 
27 Nov 2020  
 
All Regions  Tourism   Plastics Initiative 
Global Tourism Plastics Initiative Welcomes 26 New Signatories 
25 Nov 2020 
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
 
WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 28 Nov 2020] 
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/ 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
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CBD  Convention on Biological Diversity [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://www.cbd.int/ 
Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
USAID [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Announcements 
USAID Commemorates the International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against 
Women  
November 25, 2020 
Statement by Acting Deputy Administrator John Barsa 
Today, in observance of the International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women, and the 
accompanying 16 Days of Activism Against Gender-Based Violence, the U.S. Agency for International 
Development (USAID) is proud to reaffirm our commitment as a leader in defending the rights of 
women and girls around the world to live free from violence. 
 
National Security Advisor Robert O’Brien Announces $20 Million in USAID Funding to Clean 
Up Agent Orange Contamination in the Socialist Republic of Vietnam  
November 24, 2020 
National Security Advisor Robert O’Brien announced this week that the U.S. Agency for International 
Development (USAID) has contributed an additional $20 million toward the remediation of dioxin at the 
Biên Hòa Airbase Area, the primary site for the storage and handling of Agent Orange during the U.S.-
Vietnam War and the largest remaining dioxin hotspot in Vietnam. 
 
 
Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office [nee DFID]  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/foreign-commonwealth-development-office 
Selected Press Releases. Announcements 
Changes to the UK’s aid budget in the Spending Review  
26 November 2020 — News story 
UK aid will be overhauled to achieve greater impact. 
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
Addressing a Syrian-led political transition and the humanitarian crisis in Syria  
Statement by Ambassador James Roscoe, Acting UK Deputy Permanent Representative to the UN, at 
the Security Council briefing on Syria 
Updated: 25 November 2020  
 
Ensuring an inclusive electoral process and a united response to humanitarian crises in 
Somalia  
Statement by Ambassador James Roscoe, Acting UK Deputy Permanent Representative to the UN, at 
the Security Council briefing on Somalia 
Updated: 23 November 2020  
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UK response to arrests of human rights workers in Egypt  
The UK is deeply concerned about the arrest of 3 staff members from the Egyptian Initiative for 
Personal Rights (EIPR). 
Updated: 22 November 2020  
 
 
ECHO  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news 
Latest News 
Ethiopia: Authorities must protect civilians and ensure access of humanitarian workers 
25/11/2020 
Commissioner for Crisis Management, Janez Lenarčič, issued the following statement: "Today in 
Brussels I met the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs of Ethiopia, Demeke Mekonnen 
to discuss the deteriorating humanitarian situation...  
 
Hurricane IOTA: EU channels additional emergency assistance to Central America and 
Colombia 
24/11/2020 
Only a few days after the onset of Hurricane ETA in the region, Central America and Colombia's 
Caribbean coast were severely hit by the passage of Hurricane IOTA. In response to the devastating 
effects of the latest hurricane, the EU is mobilising...  
 
EU reconfirms support for Afghanistan at 2020 Geneva Conference 
24/11/2020 
On 24 November, the European Union reconfirmed its long-standing solidarity and partnership with the 
people of Afghanistan, pledging support of €1.2 billion over the period 2021–2025 in both long-term 
and emergency assistance at the 2020...  
 
:::::: 
 
African Union [to 28 Nov 2020] 
http://www.au.int/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of Social  
Press releases  
African Ministers stress need for greater investment to revitalise energy sector 
November 26, 2020  
 
African Ministers expected to adopt far-reaching decisions to advance gender 
November 26, 2020  
 
Déclaration préliminaire: Mission d'observation électorale de UA au Burkina Faso 
November 25, 2020  
 
Statement by the APRM on the Downgrade of South Africa by Fitch and Moody's 
November 24, 2020  
 
Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) H5N8 – Notification 
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November 24, 2020  
 
Africa Youth Month: AU Special Envoy on Youth visit to South Sudan 
November 23, 2020  
 
AUC-IEA Ministerial Forum: Securing Africa’s Energy Future in Wake of COVID-19 
November 23, 2020  
 
The Republic of Seychelles ratifies the Treaty for the establishment of AMA 
November 23, 2020  
 
Inclusion of women in strengthening democratic governance for sustainable peace  
November 23, 2020 
 
 
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
http://asean.org/category/news/asean-secretariat-news/ 
Secretariat News 
ASEAN recognises outstanding companies for HIV/AIDS initiatives 
   MANILA, 26 November 2020 –  The Third ASEAN Red Ribbon for Outstanding Workplace (ARROW) 
recognised six private companies from ASEAN Member States (AMS) for their commitment to raising 
HIV awareness and promoting non-discriminatory policies and working environments for workers with 
HIV and AIDS. Brunei Shell Petroleum Company Sendirian Berhad; Sabrina Garment Manufacturing 
Corporation of Cambodia; [...] 
 
ASEAN discusses strategy for Fourth Industrial Revolution 
   JAKARTA – 26 November 2020 - The First Consultative Workshop on the Development of the 
Consolidated Strategy on the Fourth Industrial Revolution (4IR) for ASEAN took place on 25 November 
2020 via videoconference. About 200 representatives of 45 ASEAN Sectoral Bodies across the ASEAN 
Community pillars attended the workshop. In his welcoming remarks, Australian Ambassador [...] 
 
Special Meeting 02/2020 of the ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission on Human Rights 
   The ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission on Human Rights (AICHR) convened its Special Meeting 
02/2020 on 24-25 November 2020 via videoconference. The Meeting was chaired by H.E. Amb. Prof. 
Dr. Nguyen Thai Yen Huong, Representative of Viet Nam to AICHR and was attended by the 
Representatives/Alternate Representatives of AICHR, and the ASEAN Secretariat. AICHR discussed 
progress on the [...] 
 
 
European Commission [to 28 Nov 2020] 
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1 
Latest       
Press release  25 November 2020 
Affordable, accessible and safe medicines for all: the Commission presents a 
Pharmaceutical Strategy for Europe 
The Commission has today adopted a Pharmaceutical Strategy for Europe to ensure patients have 
access to innovative and affordable medicines and to support the competitiveness, innovative capacity 
and sustainability of the EU's pharmaceutical industry. 
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Press release  25 November 2020 
Coronavirus: Commission approves contract with Moderna to ensure access to a potential 
vaccine 
Today, the European Commission approved a sixth contract under the EU Vaccines Strategy, this time 
with the pharmaceutical company Moderna. 
 
Press release  25 November 2020 
Gender Action Plan – putting women and girls' rights at the heart of the global recovery 
for a gender-equal world 
Today, the European Commission and the High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and 
Security Policy put forward ambitious plans to promote gender equality and women's empowerment 
through all external action of the European Union. 
  
Press release  23 November 2020 
EU contributes €183 million to debt relief for 29 of the world's poorest and most 
vulnerable countries  
The EU will contribute €183 million to the IMF's Catastrophe Containment and Relief Trust for debt 
relief in 29 low-income countries, allowing them to increase their social, health and economic spending 
in response to the COVID-19 crisis. 
 
 
OECD  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
http://www.oecd.org/  
News 
27-November-2020 
COVID-19 crisis accentuating the need to bridge digital divides  
   Improved Internet connectivity and skills have helped many countries to cope with the health and 
economic crisis from COVID-19. Yet the pandemic has raised the bar for the digital transition and 
underscores the need to close the digital divides that risk leaving some people and firms worse off than 
others in a post-COVID world, according to a new OECD report.  
 
27-November-2020 
Asia-Pacific countries have managed COVID-19 crisis relatively well but major challenges 
remain in low-middle-income countries  
   Australia, Japan, Korea, and New Zealand did better than most countries in flattening the curve of 
the COVID-19 epidemic and containing the first wave of the virus, according to the OECD’s first 
analysis of the impact of COVID-19 on health systems of countries across the Asia-Pacific as well as 
governments’ responses to control the virus.  
 
 
Organization of American States (OAS)   [to 28 Nov 2020] 
http://www.oas.org/en/ 
Press Releases 
Statement from the OAS General Secretariat on Sending of a Mission to Guatemala 
November 26, 2020 
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OAS General Secretariat Launches New Report Detailing Human Rights Violations in 
Venezuela and Impact of Inaction by ICC Prosecutor 
November 25, 2020 
   The General Secretariat of the Organization of American States (OAS) will present a new report 
regarding the possible commission of crimes against humanity in Venezuela on Wednesday, December 
2, at 9:00 EST (14:00 GMT) via Zoom videoconference. 
   The report, produced by OAS Special Adviser on the Responsibility to Protect Jared Genser, builds on 
the report by the 2018 OAS Panel of Independent Experts, which compiled voluminous evidence 
determining there was reason to believe crimes against humanity were being committed in Venezuela.   
   Since then, the abuses have continued and the alleged crimes have broadened in scale and depth, 
targeting millions of Venezuelans. Although Argentina, Canada, Colombia, Chile, Paraguay and Peru 
referred the situation to the International Criminal Court (ICC) under Article 14 of the Rome Statute, 
calling on the Prosecutor to open an investigation into the possible commission of crimes against 
humanity in Venezuela, and despite the conclusion of the United Nations Fact-Finding Mission in 
Venezuela that rights violations “amounted to crimes against humanity,” the ICC Prosecutor has not 
opened an international criminal investigation, emboldening the regime to commit more crimes, in the 
belief it can act with total impunity… 
   The press conference will be broadcast live – in Spanish and English – on the OAS website and the 
Facebook page. 
 
Statement from the OAS General Secretariat on the Political Situation in Guatemala 
November 22, 2020 
 
 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://www.oic-oci.org/  
Selected Press Releases 
Al-Othaimeen Congratulates the new Secretary General of the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation 
His Excellency the Secretary General of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation, Dr. Yousef Al-
Othaimeen, extended his sincere congratulations to His Excellency Ambassador Hussein Ibrahim Taha 
(from the Republic of Chad), who has been elected as the new Secretary General for a five-year term 
starting from 17 November 2021.... 
28/11/2020 
 
On the International Day for Elimination of Violence against Women: Al-Othaimeen Urges 
for Measures to Protect Women 
On the occasion of the International Day for the Elimination of All Forms of Violence against Women 
(25 November), the Secretary General of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), Dr. Yousef A. 
Al-Othaimeen, urged the OIC Member States to continue taking the necessary measures and actions in 
this regard, especially in light of the global escalation of the phenomenon of domestic violence, as one 
of the social repercussions of the outbreak of the Coronavirus pandemic (Covid-19). As a result of the 
necessary precautionary measures taken by countries, including lockdown and home quarantine for 
long periods, families' income has been adversely affected and the economic situation has deteriorated, 
a matter that led to increased tension and psychological pressure.... 
25/11/2020 
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Al-Othaimeen Affirms Strengthening Partnership with UN and International Organizations 
to Mitigate Impact of COVID-19 
The Secretary General of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), Dr. Yousef A. Al-Othaimeen, 
participated in the virtual meeting of the High-Level Interactive Dialogue held by the United Nations 
Secretary General, Mr. António Guterres, with the heads of regional and other organizations on 23rd of 
November 2020. The meeting focused on the need to strengthen the collective response to the COVID-
19 pandemic, and ways to mitigate its impact on peace and security, combating terrorism, human 
rights and other aspects of life.... 
24/11/2020 
 
 
Group of 77  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
http://www.g77.org/ 
Latest Statements and Speeches 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by Mrs. Ronalda Edwards-Horatio, First Secretary, 
Permanent Mission of the Co-operative Republic of Guyana to the United Nations, at the plenary 
meeting of the Second Committee on agenda item: 126 "Revitalization of the work of the General 
Assembly" (New York, 24 November 2020) 
 
:::::: 
 
UNCTAD  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://unctad.org/media-centre 
Press Releases 
25 Nov 2020 –  
UNCTAD estimates economic cost of Israeli occupation in Gaza in past decade at $16.7 
billion  
UNCTAD/PRESS/PR/2020/034 
Geneva, Switzerland 
 
 
World Customs Organization – WCO  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
http://www.wcoomd.org/ 
Latest News – Selected Items 
25 November 2020  
“A Manifesto for data mobilisation in Customs” paper released  
   At the 15th WCO PICARD Conference, held virtually from 23 to 26 November 2020, a special edition 
of the World Customs Journal, featuring the topic “The WCO and Customs and trade community: past 
and future”, was introduced. 
   The first paper from this special edition is entitled “If algorithms dream of Customs, do Customs 
officials dream of algorithms? A manifesto for data mobilisation in Customs”.  
  The paper is based on the keynote speech given by the WCO Secretary General, Dr. Kunio Mikuriya, 
at the 14th WCO PICARD Conference held from 22 to 24 October 2019 in Skopje, North Macedonia and 
entitled “Data Science: policy Implications for Customs”. The paper is available as part of the WCO 
Research Paper Series. The special edition of the World Customs Journal includes other papers 
presented during the 15th WCO PICARD Conference.  
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WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 28 Nov 2020] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
WTO News and Events 
DDG Agah at ITC Joint Advisory Group: Open trade and economic inclusion key to post-
COVID recovery 
25 November 2020 
In remarks on 25 November to the 54th session of the Joint Advisory Group that oversees the work of 
the International Trade Centre (ITC), WTO Deputy Director-General Yonov Frederick Agah argued that 
open international trade, together with efforts to ensure the benefits from economic activity are widely 
shared, would be necessary to repair the social and economic damage caused by the COVID-19 
pandemic. He praised ITC’s work to connect small businesses to markets, empower women and young 
people, and promote the adoption of greener business practices.  
 
TRIPS@25: Past, present and future of the most comprehensive IP multilateral treaty  
24 November 2020 
Senior government officials, intellectual property experts and representatives from academia marked 
on 24 November 2020 the 25th anniversary of the Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual 
Property Rights (TRIPS). In a virtual symposium, the participants reflected on the evolution and impact 
of the most comprehensive multilateral treaty on intellectual property (IP) protection and enforcement 
and on the challenges ahead at a time of crisis.  
 
World Trade Report 2020 explores increasing use of policies to foster digital innovation 
23 November 2020 
A growing number of governments have adopted policies aimed at promoting innovation and 
technological progress for their economies, a trend which has implications for trade flows and the rules 
that govern global commerce, according to the 2020 edition of the WTO’s World Trade Report. The 
flagship publication, launched in an online event on 23 November, maps out the use of government 
policies in the digital era and underlines the importance of countries working together to encourage 
positive global outcomes while minimizing negative spill-overs. 
 
:::::: 
 
IPU  Inter-Parliamentary Union   [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases 
Press releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Court of Justice  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases 
Latest Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Criminal Court (ICC)  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
Trying individuals for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/ 
News 
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Statement of ICC Prosecutor, Fatou Bensouda, on the occasion of this year’s International 
Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women  
Statement 26 November 2020 
 
:::::: 
  
World Bank [to 28 Nov 2020] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week]  
World Bank to Introduce Contractor Disqualification to Strengthen Prevention of Gender-
Based Violence 
Gender-based Violence (GBV) is an urgent global issue that affects 1 in 3 women in their lifetime. GBV 
devastates the life and well-being of its survivors and imposes high social and economic costs that...  
Date: November 24, 2020 Type: Press Release  
 
The Equality Equation: Advancing the Participation of Women and Girls in STEM 
Washington, DC, November 2020, A new World Bank Group report explores global data and evidence 
to better understand the drivers and solutions related to gender gaps in science, technology, 
engineering...  
Date: November 23, 2020 Type: Publication  
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
 
IMF  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article 
News, Announcements 
November 25, 2020 
IMF Managing Director Kristalina Georgieva Statement on James D. Wolfensohn  
His lifelong commitment was, as he put it, to fight poverty with passion and professionalisim…...  
 
November 25, 2020 
Sustaining Financial Health during the COVID-19 and for the Road to Recovery  
 
November 24, 2020 
New Policy Frameworks for a Lower-for-Longer World  
 
November 23, 2020 
Managing Director Georgieva’s Remarks at the Conference on Lessons from the Global 
Financial Crisis in The Age of COVID-19  
 
November 22, 2020 
IMF Managing Director Kristalina Georgieva Urges G20 Leaders to Jointly Build the 
Foundations of a Better 21st Century Global Economy  
 
 
African Development Bank Group  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://www.afdb.org/en 
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Press Releases 
New African Development Bank-CIF-ENERGIA country briefs spur action towards gender 
inclusion in Africa’s energy sector 
26-Nov-2020 - The African Development Bank, the Climate Investment Funds (CIF) and the ENERGIA 
International Network on Gender and Sustainable Energy have jointly launched country briefs offering 
new insight into gender and energy in Africa. 
 
Youssou N’Dour, Graca Machel, Akinwumi Adesina discuss building back better after 
COVID-19 at Civil Society Forum  
26-Nov-2020 - Artists should be on the frontline of Africa’s development, given their pivotal role as 
communicators, Youssou N’Dour, musician, businessman and former Culture and Tourism Minister of 
Senegal, said at the opening of the 2020 African Development Bank Civil Society Forum. The two-day 
CSO Forum kicked off on Thursday under the theme “Engaging Civil Society in building back better 
after COVID-19”. 
 
 
Asian Development Bank  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
http://www.adb.org/news/releases 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country 
27 Nov 2020 
ADB $300 Million Loan to Promote Macroeconomic Stability in Pakistan 
ADB has approved a $300 million policy-based loan to help promote macroeconomic stability in 
Pakistan by facilitating improved trade competitiveness and export diversification. 
 
26 Nov 2020 
ADB Approves $250 Million Loan to Support PNG’s Response to COVID-19 
ADB has approved a $250 million loan to help finance the Government of Papua New Guinea’s 
response to the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic. 
 
25 Nov 2020 
ADB President, OECD Secretary General Agree to Deepen Cooperation Toward Robust and 
Sustainable Recovery 
MANILA, PHILIPPINES (25 November 2020) – Asian Development Bank (ADB) President Masatsugu 
Asakawa and Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) Secretary General 
José Ángel Gurría today discussed their respective institution’s support for the coronavirus disease 
(COVID-19) response, and agreed to further strengthen ongoing collaboration on key areas to ensure 
robust and sustainable recovery from the pandemic such as economic analysis, domestic resource 
mobilization (DRM), international tax cooperation (ITC), and anticorruption. 
 
25 Nov 2020 
Asia Needs to Leverage Stronger Regional Cooperation to Boost COVID-19 Recovery — 
ADB 
Stronger regional cooperation strategies—including in health, trade, finance, and disaster risk—can 
help governments in Asia and the Pacific accelerate economic growth and a robust recovery from the 
COVID-19 pandemic... 
 
 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank   [to 28 Nov 2020] 
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https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-
level announcements are added each week] 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news 
News 
27 NOV  
The United Nations will present a new report on food and nutrition security in Latin 
America and the Caribbean  
 
24 NOV  
IFAD and FAO join forces to support family farming in the Near East and North Africa  
 
 
Islamic Development Bank  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://www.isdb.org/ 
News 
Serba Dinamik International Ltd Donates Critical Medical Equipment to Guinea as Part of a 
US$ 2.25 Million Package to Support IsDB’s Strategic Preparedness and Response Package 
Through the Reverse Linkage Modality to Combat the COVID-19 Pandemic 
23 November 2020 
 

 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 
 

:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
   We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new research and 
major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, collaborations, and initiatives 
across the human rights, humanitarian response and development spheres of action.  WE will not 
reference fundraising announcements, programs, events or appeals, and generally not include content 
which is primarily photo-documentation or video in format. 
 
 
Action Contre la Faim – Action Against Hunger  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org 
Communiqués de presse  
France 
Covid-19 : Hausse significative de l’insécurité alimentaire en France, selon une étude de 3 
associations 
Posté le 24 novembre 2020 
   Selon une enquête réalisée par Action contre la faim, ADSF Agir pour la santé des femmes et la 
Fondation de l’Armée du Salut sur un site de distribution alimentaire à Paris, 50% des bénéficiaires 
interrogés n’avaient pas recours à l’aide alimentaire avant la crise de la Covid-19. 
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Alliance for International Medical Action (ALIMA)  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://www.alima-ngo.org/en/press-room 
PRESS RELEASES 
Innovate Now Accelerator Programme Cohort 3 Kicks Off 
November 25, 2020  
   African Inclusive Employment Innovators selected for the Third Cohort at Innovate Now  
 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://newsroom.amref.org/category/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases     
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Aravind Eye Care System  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://aravind.org/ 
Aravind News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Blue Shield International  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://theblueshield.org/category/bsi-news/ 
BSI News 
BSI President speaks at 1970 UNESCO Convention Conference 
27 Nov 2020 
   BSI President joins international panel discussion during International Conference in Berlin on 
Cultural Heritage and Multilateralism: Regional and International Strategies for the Protection of 
Cultural Heritage On 16th November 2020, Professor Peter Stone, President of Blue Shield International 
(BSI) and UNESCO Chair for Cultural Property Protection and Peace at Newcastle University (UK), 
joined two other [...] 
 
 
BRAC  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
http://www.brac.net/#news 
Latest  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clubhouse International  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html 
News/Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://drc.ngo/ 
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Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ECPAT  [to 28 Nov 2020]  
http://www.ecpat.net/news 
News from ECPAT 
John Carr: Get as many people as possible to sign the petition! 
Posted 26/11/2020 
   Working with Hany Farid, an American university professor specialised in the analysis of digital 
images, Microsoft announced PhotoDNA in 2009. Working with Professor Hany Farid, in 2009 Microsoft 
announced PhotoDNA. It’s a smart tool. If still pictures of child sexual abuse material are uploaded or 
stored on your internet platform PhotoDNA lets you find them quickly without human eyes having to 
look at them again. Companies can move swiftly to delete the images and report them to the police, 
starting a search for the child victim and the perpetrators. 
 
SIGN THE PETITION – Abuse Doesn’t Stop Just Because We Stop Looking For It 
Posted 20/11/2020 
   On December 21, 2020, an e-Privacy law in the European Union will make it illegal for tech 
companies to use technology to detect online child sexual abuse and exploitation material unless an 
“interim regulation” is approved by the Parliament. This exception to the law could prevent a global 
catastrophe by allowing tech companies to continue to use the tools needed to protect and rescue 
children. Now we need you to raise your concerns with the Members of Parliaments, to urge them to 
find a solution that puts child safety first. 
 
 
Fountain House  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/  
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
GE2P2 Global  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
A foundation/501[c]3 and a public benefit corporation focused on advancing ethical and scientific rigor 
in research and evidence generation – informing governance, policy and practice 
www.ge2p2.org 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Humanity & Inclusion  [nee Handicap International]  [to 28 Nov 2020]  
https://hi.org/en/index 
All news 
Cluster munitions: weapons made to massacre  
Armed violence reduction | International | PUBLISHED ON November 24th 2020  
   Cluster munitions have been recently used in the Azerbaijan - Armenia war. HI Armed Violence 
Reduction specialist Gary Toombs explains why this weapon is banned. 
   Recent uses by Azerbaijan and Armenia forces occurred in the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict.  
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Heifer International  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://www.heifer.org/ 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HelpAge International  [to 28 Nov 2020]  
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/ 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
No new digest content identified. 

 
 
ICRC  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
Afghanistan: Even at a crossroads for peace, more people are wounded in war 
   On the occasion of the 2020 Afghanistan Conference held in Geneva 23-24 November, Peter Maurer 
shared some thoughts. 
23-11-2020 | News release 
 
Ethiopia: ICRC stands ready to act as neutral intermediary release of people detained in 
relation to the fighting in Tigray 
   However, the ICRC stands ready, in its role as neutral intermediary, to facilitate the release and 
return of people detained in relation to the fighting and other humanitarian operations in Tigray for all 
sides.As a neutral intermediary, the ICRC is 
23-11-2020 | News release 
 
 
IFRC   [to 28 Nov 2020] 
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
Asia Pacific, Philippines 
Typhoon crisis: 305,000 houses wrecked in Philippines 
   Kuala Lumpur/Manila/Geneva, 26 November 2020 – Consecutive, devastating typhoons in the 
Philippines have laid the foundations for a long-term humanitarian crisis as more than 305,000 homes 
have been damaged or destroyed according to humanitarian assess … 
26 November 2020 
 
Africa, Ethiopia, Sudan 
Sudan: Red Crescent ramps up operation as influx of Ethiopian refugees grows 
   Khartoum/Nairobi/Geneva, 23 November 2020 – The Sudanese Red Crescent Society has scaled up 
its operation at the border with Ethiopia to support the growing number of Ethiopian refugees coming 
into the country. Since fighting began in Ethiopia’s Tigray … 
24 November 2020 
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International Medical Corps (IMC)   [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/ 
Update / Alert 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
IRC  International Rescue Committee  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 
Media highlights [Selected] 
Statement 
As tensions rise in Mekelle, Ethiopia, IRC warns of impending humanitarian disaster 
November 27, 2020  
 
Press Release  
IRC welcomes President-Elect Biden’s foreign policy team, urges pressing humanitarian 
action 
November 23, 2020  
 
Press Release  
Humanitarian needs in Afghanistan skyrocket amid unrelenting violence and the 
pandemic; ahead of peace conference, IRC calls on international community to increase 
funding and push for peace  
November 23, 2020  
 
 
IRCT  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://irct.org/ 
Latest News 
News   25 Nov 2020  
IRCT experts: strong evidence that prisoners in Colombia were shot with the "objective of 
killing"  
 
 
Islamic Relief Worldwide  [to 28 Nov 2020]  
https://www.islamic-relief.org/ 
Latest News, Blog 
On the brink: Gaza’s youth are turning to suicide amid growing desperation 
Published: 29 November, 2020  
Blogs | Palestinian Territories | Palestinian Territories  
 
Women in Somalia warn against the dangers of female genital mutilation/cutting 
Published: 27 November, 2020  
Somalia | Somalia  
 
Tigray refugee families could run out of food within days, Islamic Relief warns 
Published: 26 November, 2020  
Emergency Response | Ethiopia | Media section | News | Press Releases | Sudan  
 

https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/
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Islamic Relief tackles a crisis of violence against women fuelled by coronavirus 
Published: 25 November, 2020  
Global  
 
Overt and covert Islamophobia: Everyone can and should hold themselves accountable 
Published: 24 November, 2020  
Blogs | Global  
 
 
Landsea   [to 28 Nov 2020] 
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Medecins du Monde   [to 28 Nov 2020]  
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/ 
Press Releases 
Médecins Du Monde France Condemns The Demolition Of Whole Palestinian Village 
Leaving 41 Minors Homeless 
5 November 2020 
 
 
Mercy Corps [to 28 Nov 2020] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
News Releases & Alerts  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 28 Nov 2020]  
http://www.msf.org/ 
Latest [Selected Announcements] 
Sudan  
MSF providing medical care and assistance in Sudan to people fleein… 
Project Update 27 Nov 2020  
 
Iraq  
Displaced people in Iraq’s Laylan camp express fears as camp … 
Press Release 24 Nov 2020  
 
Coronavirus COVID-19 pandemic  
Staff entry restrictions forces MSF to withdraw from COVID-19 response in Venezuela 
hospital 
::  Entry and work permit restrictions for MSF international staff in Venezuela have made it difficult to 
continue our work on COVID-19. 
:: As a result, MSF has been forced to withdraw from the coronavirus COVID-19 response in the Ana 
Francisca Pérez de León II hospital, Caracas.  
:: MSF urges Venezuelan authorities to facilitate the entry of essential international staff into Venezuela 
to ensure high-level care in the COVID-19 response. 
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Operation Smile  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office 
Program Schedule 
Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve every 
opportunity for safe surgical care.  
 
  
OXFAM [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://www.oxfam.org/en/ 
Selected News/Announcements        
Typhoon Goni: Oxfam and partners help nearly 50K displaced people in Bicol, Philippines 
25 November 2020 
   In response to the onslaught of super Typhoon Goni, which hit the Philippines earlier this month and 
left hundreds of thousands without a home, Oxfam together with international and local partners is 
supporting 49,000 people in the hardest-hit areas of the Bicol region with lifesaving aid.  
 
EU governments must quickly follow up on EU inclusion plan to create inclusive and 
cohesive societies 
24 November 2020 
With its action plan on inclusion and integration, the Commission has opened up an important 
opportunity for Europe to promoting inclusive and cohesive societies, where everyone has a stake, said 
Oxfam today. It’s now up to EU governments to set this plan into action, for the benefit of us all. 
 
New Oxfam Executive Director launches 10-year strategy to transform Oxfam and its fight 
against inequality 
24 November 2020 
New Oxfam International Executive Director Gabriela Bucher’s first public announcement today 
launches the organization’s new 10-year strategy to fight inequality to end poverty and injustice around 
the world. 
 
AstraZeneca/Oxford COVID-19 vaccine trial 
23 November 2020 
Good news on the AstraZeneca/Oxford COVID-19 vaccine trial. All pharmaceutical companies should 
work together for a people’s vaccine by urgently transferring their technology and know-how, in order 
for everyone in the world to have access to a safe and effective vaccine. 
  
Collapse of Western Sahara ceasefire threatens prospect of a peaceful solution to 45-year 
long conflict 
23 November 2020 
Renewed fighting in Western Sahara between the Frente Polisario and Morocco after a 29-year 
ceasefire, threatens regional stability and renews fears for the security and future of Sahrawi refugees 
– most of whom have been displaced since 1975. 
 
G20 Summit Reaction 
22 November 2020 
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Responding to the G20 Heads of State Summit, Rebecca Gowland, Head of Inequality, Campaigns and 
Policy, said  
“In 2020 the richest economies bolstered their resilience to Covid-19 with a $10 trillion injection while 
providing 2,000 times less than that – $5 billion – in debt relief to the poorest countries. In the direst 
global health and socio-economic crises for 100 years the G20 has failed to adequately support the 
poorest people in the world.  
 
 
Norwegian Refugee Council   [to 28 Nov 2020] 
http://www.nrc.no/ 
Latest news  
Burkina Faso | 27. Nov 2020  
Immense challenges awaits newly elected president 
Statement by Manenji Mangundu, Country Director for the Norwegian Refugee Council in Burkina Faso, 
on the preliminary presidential election results.  
 
Afghanistan | 24. Nov 2020  
Reactive statement on the Afghanistan conference 2020 
Statement by Adam Combs, Asia, Europe and Latin America Regional Director, Norwegian Refugee 
Council  
 
 
Pact  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
http://www.pactworld.org/  
Latest News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Partners In Health  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://www.pih.org/news 
News  
Coming Close: Confronting Stigma Through Two Caregivers’ Diseases 
   PIH Program Officer Sherry Bangura knows better than most what the convergence of Ebola and the 
current pandemic looks and feels like—not only is he helping lead the COVID-19 response, but he is 
also an Ebola survivor.  
November 25, 2020  
 
PIH Kazakhstan Doctors Recover From COVID-19, Treat Family Members 
   PIH Kazakhstan Country Director Dr. Yerkebulan Algozhin is among staff who have recovered from 
COVID-19 this year, and said facing a pandemic while continuing tuberculosis care has brought his 
team closer together - as they now prepare for a second wave of the novel virus.   
November 25, 2020  
 
Q&A: Reimagining What’s Possible For Maternal Health Care in Sierra Leone 
   PIH has focused on improving maternal health care in Sierra Leone since 2014, where it originally 
began working in response to the Ebola outbreak in West Africa. Bestselling author John Green recently 
sat down for a virtual conversation with PIH leaders to reflect on the past, present, and future of PIH’s 
maternal health work in Sierra Leone.  
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November 25, 2020  
 
PIHers' Picks: What We Read, Watched, and Listened to in 2020 
   For the sixth year, PIH staff from around the world shared their favorite works they watched, read, 
or listened to in the past 12 months. In light of the many challenges 2020 has presented, we asked 
staff to specifically highlight books, podcasts, or movies that provide hope and inspiration. We hope 
that you, too, will see the light in the recommendations below. Although this holiday season may feel 
much different than previous years, one thing remains constant: PIH's commitment to strengthening 
health systems around the globe.   
November 25, 2020  
 
PIH's New Podcast, Unchain, Now Available To Stream 
   Partners In Health's new podcast, Unchain, explores the history of mental health in Sierra Leone 
through the story of its only psychiatric hospital—once an impoverished facility that, due to lack of 
resources, used chains on patients. The hospital has since been renovated by PIH and the Sierra 
Leonan Ministry of Health and now provides dignified, high-quality mental health care.  
November 24, 2020  
 
 
PATH  [to 28 Nov 2020]  
https://www.path.org/media-center/  
Press Release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Plan International/BORNEfonden  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Save The Children [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://www.savethechildren.net/news 
News 
27 November 2020 - Iraq 
IRAQ: Children forced to live among corpses, unexploded bombs and rubble after camp 
closures strand thousands 
 
26 November 2020 - Syria 
More than 125 children killed or injured amid frequent violence in North West Syria 
 
25 November 2020 - Somalia 
Cyclone Gati: 32,000 children and their families flee impact of Somalia’s strongest storm 
on record 
 
24 November 2020 - Afghanistan 
Afghan children left out in the cold by rich countries, says Save the Children 
 
23 November 2020 - Afghanistan 
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Shocking new data: five children killed or maimed in Afghanistan every day for past 14 
years 
 
 
SOS-Kinderdorf International  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/news 
All News 
Youth Participation  
Youth against cyberbullying  
November 24 2020 - Today, the lives of children and young people are increasingly moving online. 
From gaming to socializing and schooling, children and young people grow up in a virtual world. But, is 
growing up online safe?  
 
Child and Youth Participation  
The power of children as change makers  
November 23 2020 - Fasika* is 13 years old and lives at the SOS Children’s Village Jimma, in Ethiopia;. 
She organises charity events and mobilizes children in families support by SOS Children’s Villages, to 
help vulnerable children in the community.  
 
Youth participation  
Maya advocates for the rights of Palestinian children  
November 22 2020 - Maya is a 17-year-old girl representing children of Bethlehem governorate as 
President of the Palestinian Children Council.  
 
Youth Participation  
Young people introduce recycling  
November 21 2020 - The Go Green initiative was founded by young people to introduce improved 
recycling to their community in Lebanon. The initiative is part of the Youth Power programme 
supporting young changemakers in realizing innovative ideas that contribute to sustainable 
development. 19-year old Michel is one of the co-founders of the initiative.  
 
 
Tostan  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
http://www.tostan.org 
News/Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Women for Women International  [to 28 Nov 2020]  
https://www.womenforwomen.org/ 
Blogs & Updates 
November 25, 2020  
The Unbreakable Thread  
Article 
 
 
World Vision  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
http://wvi.org/ 
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Newsroom  
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
Electronic Frontiers Foundation 
https://www.eff.org/updates?type=press_release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
  
Freedom House [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://freedomhouse.org/ 
Latest Updates  
Hong Kong’s Academic Freedom Withers under National Security Law  
 
Perspectives  
November 23, 2020 
 
 
Human Rights Watch  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://www.hrw.org/ 
Featured Commentary, Announcements, Statements 
November 24, 2020  
Jewelry Companies’ Sourcing Improves, but Falls Short  
Major jewelry companies are improving their sourcing of gold and diamonds, but most cannot assure 
consumers that their jewelry is untainted by human rights abuses, Human Rights Watch said in a 
report released today in advance of the holiday shopping season. 
Sparkling Jewels, Opaque Supply Chains  
Watch the Video  
 
Asia  
November 25, 2020  Commentary  
Why is it so Difficult for Bangladeshi Women to Get Justice?  
Meenakshi Ganguly  
South Asia Director 
 
Published in: The Daily Star  
November 27, 2020  Dispatches  
Switzerland’s Crucial Vote on Corporate Accountability  
Juliane Kippenberg  
Associate Director, Children's Rights Division 
 
Americas  
November 24, 2020  News Release  
Haiti: Lifetime Ban for Football Chief  
 
  
Transparency International  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
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https://www.hrw.org/report/2020/11/24/sparkling-jewels-opaque-supply-chains/jewelry-companies-changing-sourcing
https://www.hrw.org/report/2020/11/24/sparkling-jewels-opaque-supply-chains/jewelry-companies-changing-sourcing
https://www.hrw.org/video-photos/video/2020/11/23/377097
https://www.hrw.org/video-photos/video/2020/11/23/377097
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/11/25/why-it-so-difficult-bangladeshi-women-get-justice
https://www.hrw.org/about/people/meenakshi-ganguly
https://www.thedailystar.net/opinion/news/why-it-so-difficult-bangladeshi-women-get-justice-2000469?amp
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/11/27/switzerlands-crucial-vote-corporate-accountability
https://www.hrw.org/about/people/juliane-kippenberg
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/11/24/haiti-lifetime-ban-football-chief


   

  

https://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases 
Press 
Media advisory: What a Biden Presidency means for global anti-corruption advocacy 
Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse, Rep. Tom Malinowki, and Manhattan DA Cyrus Vance take part in virtual 
panel at the 19th International Anti-Corruption Conference on 3 December 
President-elect Joe Biden has promised to “re-engage in the world,” including on anti-corruption issues. 
He has criticized corrupt and authoritarian regimes, and pledged to support multilateral…  
27 November 2020  
 
New report from Transparency International uses open data to analyse political integrity 
across Europe 
New research on political integrity in 8 countries across the EU and the EU institutions[1], released 
today by Transparency International, reveals alarming shortcomings in independent oversight of…  
25 November 2020  
 
Corruption remains a major problem in Asia, damaging trust in government, survey finds 
Nearly one in five respondents paid a bribe while accessing essential services such as health care 
A report released today by Transparency International reveals that citizens across 17 countries in Asia 
report stagnant or rising levels of corruption, undermining equitable access to public services…  
24 November 2020  
 
::::: 
 
ChildFund Alliance  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://childfundalliance.org/ 
News/ Statements 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
CONCORD  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
http://concordeurope.org/  
Latest News and Events 
Denying aid on the basis of EU migration objectives is wrong 
Nov 27, 2020 |  
   After a surprise move by the Chair of the Development Committee, Tomas Tobé, the European 
Parliament voted in favour of making EU aid to developing countries conditional on their compliance 
with EU migration control objectives. 
 
The will is there, but can the Gender Action Plan III pave the way to a gender-equal 
world? 
Nov 25, 2020 |  
   2020 should have been a celebratory year for accelerating gender equality globally. But, instead of 
celebrations, COVID-19 is dramatically reversing the progress made over recent decades. 
 
 
The Elders  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://theelders.org/news-insight 
Selected Press Releases and Major Announcements 

https://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases
https://www.transparency.org/en/press/media-advisory-what-a-biden-presidency-means-for-global-anti-corruption-advocacy
https://www.transparency.org/en/press/new-report-from-transparency-international-uses-open-data-to-analyse-political-integrity-across-europe-1
https://www.transparency.org/en/press/new-report-from-transparency-international-uses-open-data-to-analyse-political-integrity-across-europe-1
https://www.transparency.org/en/press/corruption-remains-a-major-problem-in-asia-damaging-trust-in-government-survey-finds
https://childfundalliance.org/
http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/
https://concordeurope.org/2020/11/27/denying-aid-on-the-basis-of-eu-migration-objectives-is-wrong/
https://concordeurope.org/2020/11/25/the-will-is-there-but-can-the-gender-action-plan-iii-pave-the-way-to-a-gender-equal-world/
https://concordeurope.org/2020/11/25/the-will-is-there-but-can-the-gender-action-plan-iii-pave-the-way-to-a-gender-equal-world/
https://theelders.org/news-insight


   

  

News  
Four areas of action to tackle the shadow pandemic of violence against women  
27 November 2020  
  The Elders’ Senior Policy Advisor on Access to Justice, Sabrina Mahtani, writes on concrete measures 
we need to take if we are serious about ending violence against women. 
 
Guest Blog 
Gender-based violence and COVID-19: Why justice is essential to response and recovery 
plans  
26 November 2020  
   Stacey Cram from Namati outlines the intersection between access to justice, the pandemic and 
violence against women and girls. 
 
News 
16 Days of Activism against Gender-Based Violence  
25 Nov 2020 
  Focusing on increasing access to justice, The Elders join the annual global campaign to end violence 
against women and girls. 
 
 
Evidence Aid   [to 28 Nov 2020] 
Evidence Aid aims to save lives and livelihoods in disasters by providing decision-makers with the best 
available evidence and by championing its use. 
http://www.evidenceaid.org/ 
New Resources  
Telemedicine and telemonitoring for a variety of conditions (multiple reviews)  Added 
November 29, 2020 
 
Isolation and quarantine to prevent transmission of infectious diseases (multiple reviews)  
Added November 23, 2020 
 
Environmental measures to prevent transmission of infectious diseases (multiple reviews)  
Added November 23, 2020 
 
Hygiene measures to prevent transmission of infectious diseases (multiple reviews)  
Added November 23, 2020 
 
Cost effectiveness of non-pharmaceutical measures to prevent transmission of respiratory 
viruses (multiple reviews)  Added November 23, 2020 
 
Chest CT scan findings among COVID-19 patients (search done on 7 April 2020)  Added 
November 23, 2020 
 
Interventions to prevent mental health disorders in LMICs affected by humanitarian crises: 
effects are uncertain  Added November 23, 2020 
 
Settings linked to SARS-CoV-2 transmission clusters (search done on 30 March 2020)  
Added November 23, 2020 

https://theelders.org/news/four-areas-action-tackle-shadow-pandemic-violence-against-women
https://theelders.org/news/gender-based-violence-and-covid-19-why-justice-essential-response-and-recovery-plans
https://theelders.org/news/gender-based-violence-and-covid-19-why-justice-essential-response-and-recovery-plans
https://theelders.org/news/16-days-activism-against-gender-based-violence
http://www.evidenceaid.org/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/telemedicine-and-telemonitoring-for-a-variety-of-conditions-multiple-reviews/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/telemedicine-and-telemonitoring-for-a-variety-of-conditions-multiple-reviews/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/telemedicine-and-telemonitoring-for-a-variety-of-conditions-multiple-reviews/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/telemedicine-and-telemonitoring-for-a-variety-of-conditions-multiple-reviews/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/isolation-and-quarantine-to-prevent-transmission-of-infectious-diseases-multiple-reviews/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/isolation-and-quarantine-to-prevent-transmission-of-infectious-diseases-multiple-reviews/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/isolation-and-quarantine-to-prevent-transmission-of-infectious-diseases-multiple-reviews/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/isolation-and-quarantine-to-prevent-transmission-of-infectious-diseases-multiple-reviews/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/environmental-measures-to-prevent-transmission-of-infectious-diseases-multiple-reviews/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/environmental-measures-to-prevent-transmission-of-infectious-diseases-multiple-reviews/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/environmental-measures-to-prevent-transmission-of-infectious-diseases-multiple-reviews/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/environmental-measures-to-prevent-transmission-of-infectious-diseases-multiple-reviews/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/hygiene-measures-to-prevent-transmission-of-infectious-diseases-multiple-reviews/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/hygiene-measures-to-prevent-transmission-of-infectious-diseases-multiple-reviews/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/hygiene-measures-to-prevent-transmission-of-infectious-diseases-multiple-reviews/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/hygiene-measures-to-prevent-transmission-of-infectious-diseases-multiple-reviews/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/cost-effectiveness-of-non-pharmaceutical-measures-to-prevent-transmission-of-respiratory-viruses-multiple-reviews/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/cost-effectiveness-of-non-pharmaceutical-measures-to-prevent-transmission-of-respiratory-viruses-multiple-reviews/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/cost-effectiveness-of-non-pharmaceutical-measures-to-prevent-transmission-of-respiratory-viruses-multiple-reviews/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/cost-effectiveness-of-non-pharmaceutical-measures-to-prevent-transmission-of-respiratory-viruses-multiple-reviews/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/chest-ct-scan-findings-among-covid-19-patients-search-done-on-7-april-2020/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/chest-ct-scan-findings-among-covid-19-patients-search-done-on-7-april-2020/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/chest-ct-scan-findings-among-covid-19-patients-search-done-on-7-april-2020/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/chest-ct-scan-findings-among-covid-19-patients-search-done-on-7-april-2020/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/interventions-to-prevent-mental-health-disorders-in-lmics-affected-by-humanitarian-crises-effects-are-uncertain/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/interventions-to-prevent-mental-health-disorders-in-lmics-affected-by-humanitarian-crises-effects-are-uncertain/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/interventions-to-prevent-mental-health-disorders-in-lmics-affected-by-humanitarian-crises-effects-are-uncertain/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/interventions-to-prevent-mental-health-disorders-in-lmics-affected-by-humanitarian-crises-effects-are-uncertain/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/settings-linked-to-sars-cov-2-transmission-clusters-search-done-on-30-march-2020/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/settings-linked-to-sars-cov-2-transmission-clusters-search-done-on-30-march-2020/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/settings-linked-to-sars-cov-2-transmission-clusters-search-done-on-30-march-2020/


   

  

 
School closures to prevent transmission of COVID-19 (multiple reviews) 
 
 
Gavi [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://www.gavi.org/ 
News releases  
24 November 2020 
Gavi and IOM join forces to improve immunisation coverage for migrants 
Memorandum of understanding signed today will strengthen collaboration on vaccination efforts and 
related health services for migrants and forcibly displaced persons across the world 
[See Milestones above for detail] 
 
24 November 2020 
Gavi statement on AstraZeneca/Oxford interim efficacy data 
 
 
Getty Conservation Institute   [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://www.getty.edu/research/ 
Latest News    
Art Stories | New & Noteworthy  
Explore 75 Years of Ebony Magazine 
   A new website celebrates the magazine’s photography and legacy of telling African American stories 
Amy Hood | November 25, 2020 
 
 
Global Fund  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/ 
News  
44th Board Meeting Documents 
26 November 2020 
   The Board of the Global Fund held its Forty-Fourth Meeting on 11-12 November 2020. Documents 
from the meeting are now available on the 44th Board Meeting page. 
 
COVID-19 Situation Report 
24 November 2020 
   A new issue of the COVID-19 Situation Report is available: Situation Report - 24 November 2020   
download in English 
 
 
Hilton Prize Coalition [to 28 Nov 2020] 
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ICVA - International Council of Voluntary Agencies   [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://icvanetwork.org/ 
Latest resources, events, content 

https://evidenceaid.org/resource/school-closures-to-prevent-transmission-of-covid-19-multiple-reviews/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/school-closures-to-prevent-transmission-of-covid-19-multiple-reviews/
https://www.gavi.org/
https://www.gavi.org/news/media-room/gavi-and-iom-join-forces-improve-immunisation-coverage-migrants
https://www.gavi.org/news/media-room/gavi-statement-astrazenecaoxford-interim-efficacy-data
https://www.getty.edu/research/
http://blogs.getty.edu/iris/explore-75-years-of-ebony-magazine/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/updates/other-updates/2020-11-26-44th-board-meeting-documents/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/board/meetings/44/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/covid-19/news/2020-11-24-situation-report/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/media/8d8922404eb508f/covid19_2020-11-24-situation_report_en.pdf
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/
https://icvanetwork.org/


   

  

Promotion of Seismic Retrofitting in High Earthquake Risk Communities  
November 30, 2020 - 1:00pm to 4:00pm 
Online 
 
Global Humanitarian Overview 2021 - Virtual Launch  
December 1, 2020 - 9:00am to 10:30am 
Online 
 
How to make Complaint Response Mechanism Participatory and Responsive  
December 2, 2020 - 11:00am to 12:30pm 
Online 
 
High Commissioner’s Dialogue on Protection Challenges 2020- 2 December  
December 2, 2020 - 3:00pm to 5:00pm 
Online 
 
Organisational culture matters: Leadership, staff well-being and living our values  
December 3, 2020 - 3:00pm to 4:30pm 
online 
 
 
InterAction  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
http://www.interaction.org/ 
Global & Public Policy Positions  
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
3ie  International Initiative for Impact Evaluation [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://www.3ieimpact.org/ 
Publications/Events/Blogs 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CHS Alliance  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
http://chsalliance.org/ 
Our Impact 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Development Initiatives   [to 28 Nov 2020] 
http://devinit.org/news/ 
25 November 2020  
UK suspends 0.7% GNI commitment to aid: DI's response 
   DI responds to the UK government's announcement that it is suspending its commitment to allocate 
0.7% of GNI for foreign aid, reducing it to 0.5% of GNI in 2021. 
 
::::::  

https://www.icvanetwork.org/node/8708
https://www.icvanetwork.org/node/8678
https://www.icvanetwork.org/node/8705
https://www.icvanetwork.org/node/8687
https://www.icvanetwork.org/node/8703
http://www.interaction.org/
https://www.3ieimpact.org/
http://chsalliance.org/
http://devinit.org/news/
25%20November%202020%20UK%20suspends%200.7%25%20GNI%20commitment%20to%20aid:%20DI's%20response


   

  

 
Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action 
(ALNAP)     [to 28 Nov 2020] 
http://www.alnap.org/ 
News/Blog/Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre 
LATEST PRESS RELEASES 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
EHLRA/R2HC/HIF   [to 28 Nov 2020] 
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/ 
News 
UK Aid spending cut a serious error in judgement 
26.11.2020 
   “The decision to abandon the UK’s commitment of 0.7% - a commitment enshrined in law - is a 
serious error in judgement. We know that humanitarian interventions based on evidence save and 
improve the lives of the most vulnerable people - cuts the Government choose to make should not put 
this at risk or come at the cost of lives…” 
 
 
Geneva Centre of Humanitarian Studies [nee CERAH] – [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://humanitarianstudies.ch/ 
News/Events 
Book release: Homo Itinerans – Towards a Global Ethnography of Afghanistan 
23/11/20   News 
   “Homo Itinerans – Towards a Global Ethnography of Afghanistan”, a book originally published in 
French in 2018 by our President Alessandro Monsutti, Professor of Anthropology and Sociology at the 
Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies, is now available in English.  
   Afghan society has been marked in a lasting way by war and the exodus of part of its population. 
While many have emigrated to countries across the world, they have been matched by the flow of 
experts who arrive in Afghanistan after having been in other war-torn countries such as the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, Palestine or East Timor. This book builds on more than two decades of 
ethnographic travels in some twenty countries, bringing the readers from Afghanistan, Pakistan and 
Iran to Europe, North America and Australia. It describes the everyday life and transnational 
circulations of Afghan refugees and expatriates. 
 
 
Groupe URD   [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://www.urd.org/en/ 
Publications, Events, News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

http://www.alnap.org/
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/
https://www.elrha.org/news/uk-aid-spending-cut-a-serious-error-in-judgement/
https://humanitarianstudies.ch/
https://humanitarianstudies.ch/book-release-homo-itinerans-towards-a-global-ethnography-of-afghanistan/
https://humanitarianstudies.ch/team/alessandro-monsutti/
https://www.urd.org/en/


   

  

International Humanitarian Studies Association  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://ihsa.info/  

Weekly humanitarian blog posts selection 
The humanitarian consequences of the unfolding crisis in Ethiopia 
Selection#34 (16th – 22nd November) 
   This week, of course, our selection focuses on the unfolding crisis in Ethiopiaand its humanitarian 
consequences. While some posts seek to explain the causes of the crisis, others focus on the 
consequences it is having on both refugees and the populations of the region. 
   Other opinions continue to draw attention to the situation in Moria and critically engage with the 
implications of the Nobel Peace Prize for the World Food Program. As in previous weeks, an article on 
why the Black Lives Matter movement should make us rethink humanitarian aid, and it’s future. 
   At the end of this week’s selection, we feature IHSA´s documentary database and helpful reports 
and resources from Médecins sans frontières´crash, IFRC, and the trumanitarian.org podcasts. 
 
 
INEE – an international network for education in emergencies   [to 28 Nov 2020] 
http://www.ineesite.org/en/news 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP)  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://phap.org/ 
Association news, events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Sphere  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://spherestandards.org/news/ 
News 
The Sphere Handbook becomes available in Brazilian Portuguese  
24 November 2020 | Sphere 
  Sphere’s focal point organisation in Brazil, Fraternidade-Federação Humanitária Internacional (FFHI), 
recently completed the translation of the Sphere Handbook into Brazilian Portuguese. You can now 
download... 
 
 
Start Network [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs 
News and Blog  
Managing uncertainty… opportunities to do things differently 
by  Helen Guyatt     23 Nov 20  
   Last week I attended the 33rd Annual meeting of ALNAP (Active Learning Network for Accountability 
and Performance in Humanitarian Action). The Start Network is a member of this global network, 
alongside many UN agencies, NGOs (including many of our members), members of the Red 
Cross/Crescent Movement, donors, academics and consultants dedicated to learning how to improve 
response to humanitarian crises. 

https://ihsa.info/
https://mailchi.mp/735c382903f1/the-humanitarian-consequences-of-the-unfolding-crisis-in-ethiopia
http://www.ineesite.org/en/news
https://phap.org/
https://spherestandards.org/news/
https://spherestandards.org/sphere-handbook-2018-portuguese/
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs/managing-uncertainty%E2%80%A6-opportunities-do-things-differently
https://www.alnap.org/
https://www.alnap.org/


   

  

   The subject of this years’ meeting was “Facing the Unknown: Managing Uncertainty in Humanitarian 
Action” and the virtual events were split across two days with options for two different time zones. 
With guest speakers and stories from a diverse group of stakeholders across the globe, sessions 
focused on issues from managing staff morale and mental health during remote working to the 
opportunities that Covid-19 has presented to work differently in delivering humanitarian action… 
 
:::::: 
 
Brookings 
http://www.brookings.edu/ 
Accessed 28 Nov 2020 
Latest Research 
Religion & Politics  
States, religions, and power: Highlighting the role of sacred capital in world politics 
Gregorio Bettiza 
Wednesday, November 25, 2020  
 
India  
The possibilities and limits of India’s new religious soft power 
Sumit Ganguly 
Wednesday, November 25, 2020  
 
Turkey  
The many faces of Turkey’s religious soft power 
Ahmet Erdi Öztürk 
Wednesday, November 25, 2020  
 
Technology & Innovation  
How to deal with AI-enabled disinformation 
John Villasenor 
Monday, November 23, 2020  
 
Technology & Innovation  
How AI bots and voice assistants reinforce gender bias 
Caitlin Chin and Mishaela Robison 
Monday, November 23, 2020  
 
 
Center for Global Development    [to 28 Nov 2020] 
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center 
Selected Publications, News and Events 
November 27, 2020 
Evidence Submission for the Review of the Independent Commission for Aid Impact 
An evidence submission on the Independent Commission for Aid Impact (ICAI). 
Ian Mitchell and Sam Hughes  
 
 
CSIS  [to 28 Nov 2020] 

http://www.brookings.edu/
https://berkleycenter.georgetown.edu/publications/states-religions-and-power-highlighting-the-role-of-sacred-capital-in-world-politics
https://www.brookings.edu/author/gregorio-bettiza/
https://berkleycenter.georgetown.edu/publications/the-possibilities-and-limits-of-india-s-new-religious-soft-power
https://www.brookings.edu/author/sumit-ganguly/
https://berkleycenter.georgetown.edu/publications/the-many-faces-of-turkey-s-religious-soft-power
https://www.brookings.edu/author/ahmet-erdi-ozturk/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/how-to-deal-with-ai-enabled-disinformation/
https://www.brookings.edu/experts/john-villasenor/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/how-ai-bots-and-voice-assistants-reinforce-gender-bias/
https://www.brookings.edu/author/caitlin-chin/
https://www.brookings.edu/author/mishaela-robison/
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center
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http://www.cgdev.org/expert/ian-mitchell
https://www.cgdev.org/staff/sam-hughes


   

  

https://www.csis.org/ 
Selected Reports 
Report 
To Compete, Invest in People: Retaining the U.S. Defense Enterprise’s Technical Workforce 
November 23, 2020 | Morgan Dwyer, Lindsey R. Sheppard, Angelina Hidalgo, Melissa Dalton  
   The U.S. defense enterprise has an impressive history of science, engineering, and innovation. 
However, today, it struggles to retain its technical talent.  
 
 
ODI   [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://www.odi.org/  
Selected Press Releases & Reports 
Statement: UK aid cuts - ODI response 
Press release | 25 November 2020 
ODI's Chief Executive, Sara Pantuliano, reacts to today’s announcement of cuts to the UK's aid budget. 
 
Unintended pregnancies and HIV among adolescents and young people: a situation 
analysis of Homa Bay, Kenya 
Research reports and studies | November 2020 | Fiona Samuels, Carmen Leon-Himmelstine, Lilian 
Otiso, Maryline Mireku and Beryl Oyier 
An investigation of the drivers of unintended pregnancy, HIV and violence among adolescents in Homa 
Bay County, Kenya. 
 
Inclusion and exclusion in humanitarian action: the state of play 
Bibliography and literature reviews | November 2020 | Veronique Barbelet and Caitlin Wake 
Exploring the key issues and challenges that prevent more inclusive humanitarian action. 
   Inclusive humanitarian action means the ability to reach people most affected by a crisis with the 
services, assistance and protection they need, while ensuring their effective participation in the 
planning and execution of the response. Failing to reach individuals who are marginalised and excluded 
means that humanitarian actors cannot claim to uphold the principle of impartiality, which is at the 
heart of the humanitarian mission.  
   Inclusive humanitarian action has been at the centre of a number of policy discussions, commitments 
and initiatives in recent years, yet in practice responses continue to struggle to deliver it. Continued 
evidence that humanitarian responses fail to be inclusive therefore puts into question both the ethical 
essence of humanitarian action and its effectiveness. 
   This literature review seeks to make sense of the concept of inclusion in humanitarian action, explore 
how it relates to humanitarian principles and other core concepts, and outlines some of the key issues 
and challenges preventing more inclusive humanitarian action.  
   We argue that the categorical approach to vulnerability has encouraged a fragmentation of inclusion 
by diversity factors such as disability, gender or age. While technical approaches to inclusion are 
necessary, they are not sufficient. In order to address these challenges, a better understanding of the 
multi-dimensional drivers of inclusion and exclusion – how they relate to each other and intersect – is 
needed if humanitarian action is to become more systematically inclusive. 
PDF: https://www.odi.org/sites/odi.org.uk/files/resource-documents/inclusion_lit_review_web.pdf 
 
Humanitarian diplomacy and protection advocacy in an age of caution 
Briefing papers | November 2020 | Mark Bowden and Victoria Metcalfe-Hough 

https://www.csis.org/
https://www.csis.org/analysis/compete-invest-people-retaining-us-defense-enterprises-technical-workforce
https://www.csis.org/people/morgan-dwyer
https://www.csis.org/people/lindsey-r-sheppard
https://www.csis.org/people/angelina-hidalgo
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https://www.odi.org/media-hub/press-room
https://www.odi.org/news/17606-statement-uk-aid-cuts
https://www.odi.org/publications/17072-unintended-pregnancies-and-hiv-amongst-adolescents-and-young-people-situation-analysis-homa-bay
https://www.odi.org/publications/17072-unintended-pregnancies-and-hiv-amongst-adolescents-and-young-people-situation-analysis-homa-bay
https://www.odi.org/publications/17609-inclusion-and-exclusion-humanitarian-action-state-play
https://www.odi.org/sites/odi.org.uk/files/resource-documents/inclusion_lit_review_web.pdf
https://www.odi.org/publications/17607-humanitarian-diplomacy-and-protection-advocacy-age-caution


   

  

   Exploring to what extent UN leaders are fulfilling their responsibility to promote greater compliance 
with international humanitarian and human rights law. 
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
Ag-platforms as disruptors in value-chains: evidence from Uganda 
Research reports and studies | November 2020 | Aarti Krishnan, Karishma Banga, Sherillyn Raga, 
Laetitia Pettinotti and Maximiliano Mendez-Parra 
   This report takes a deep dive into agricultural digital platforms and examines how their 
economic value can be captured by users. 
 
 
Rand  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://www.rand.org/pubs.html 
Selected Research Reports/Journal Articles 
Journal Article 
Intimate Partner Violence and Witness Intervention: What Are the Deciding Factors? 
This report examines the factors that encourage witnesses of intimate partner violence to intervene 
(including reporting the violence to the relevant authorities). It draws on qualitative research in 
Denmark, Germany, France and Portugal. 
Nov 25, 2020 
Joanna Hofman, Madeline Nightingale, Pedro Sanjurjo 
 
Journal Article 
After Parental Leave: Incentives for Parents with Young Children to Return to the Labour 
Market 
This study examines the employment situation of parents with young children in the EU and 
specifically, the factors that affect parents' return to the labour market. 
Nov 25, 2020 
Joanna Hofman, Madeline Nightingale, Michaela Bruckmayer, Annemari de Silva, Natalie Picken, Linda 
Kunertova 
 
Journal Article 
Food Insecurity, Participating in the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, and the 
Degree to Which Patients Anticipate Help from Clinics to Find Food in Los Angeles County 
Healthcare clinics are uniquely positioned to screen for food insecurity and refer patients to food 
resources. This is an exploratory analysis informing low-income clinics' efforts to intervene on food 
insecurity in their patient population. 
Nov 25, 2020 
Deborah A. Cohen, Alina I. Palimaru, Tony Kuo 
 
Journal Article 
Examining Design and Statistical Power for Planning Cluster Randomized Trials Aimed at 
Improving Student Science Achievement and Science Teacher Outcomes 
In this study, we consider strategies to maximize the efficiency of the study design when both student 
and teacher effects are of primary interest. 
Nov 25, 2020 
Fatih Unlu 
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Journal Article 
What Happens When You Combine High School and College? The Impact of the Early 
College Model on Postsecondary Performance and Completion 
What happens when you combine high school and college? The impact of the early college model on 
postsecondary performance and completion. 
Nov 25, 2020 
Fatih Unlu, Elizabeth J. Glennie 
 
Journal Article 
Effects on Mathematics and Executive Function of a Mathematics and Play Intervention 
Versus Mathematics Alone 
Effects on mathematics and executive function of a mathematics and play intervention versus 
mathematics alone. 
Nov 25, 2020 
Fatih Unlu 
 
Journal Article 
Effects of Opting-Out from Federal Nurse Anesthetists' Supervision Requirements on 
Anesthesiologist Work Patterns 
In response to California opting out of a supervision requirement for CRNAs, anesthesiologists' did not 
change time spent working, or time spent supervising CRNAs. They did decrease direct care clinical 
work hours and worked more in intraoperative care and less in postoperative care. 
Nov 25, 2020 
Matthew D. Baird, Grant R. Martsolf 
 
Report 
The Benefits and Costs of Decarbonizing Costa Rica's Economy: Informing the 
Implementation of Costa Rica's National Decarbonization Plan Under Uncertainty 
The authors evaluate the benefits and costs of Costa Rica's National Decarbonization Plan, using a 
novel methodology for planning under deep uncertainty, and find a net economic benefit in virtually all 
scenarios. 
Nov 24, 2020 
David G. Groves, James Syme, Edmundo Molina-Perez, Carlos Calvo Hernandez, Luis F. Víctor-Gallardo, 
Guido Godinez-Zamora, Jairo Quirós-Tortós, Felipe De León, Andrea Meza Murillo, Valentina Saavedra 
Gómez, Adrien Vogt-Schilb 
 
Journal Article 
The Surgical and Anesthesia Workforce and Provision of Surgical Services in Rural 
Communities: A Mixed-Methods Examination 
This mixed-methods study describes the distribution of the surgical and anesthesia workforce and 
qualitatively explores how such workforce and other factors influence rural hospitals' provision of 
surgical services. 
Nov 24, 2020 
Catherine C. Cohen, Matthew D. Baird, Nirabh Koirala, Ryan Kandrack, Grant R. Martsolf 
 
Tool 
Toolkit for Weighting and Analysis of Nonequivalent Groups: A Tutorial on the TWANG 
Shiny Application for Three or More Treatment Groups 

https://www.rand.org/pubs/external_publications/EP68346.html
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This tutorial describes how to use a menu-driven Shiny application based on the Toolkit for Weighting 
and Analysis of Nonequivalent Groups (TWANG) R package. 
Nov 24, 2020 
Beth Ann Griffin, Chuck Stelzner, Ricardo Sanchez, Matthew Cefalu, Daniel F. McCaffrey 
 
Report 
Independent Evaluation of the Flow Coaching Academy Programme: Final report 
RAND Europe conducted an independent evaluation of the Flow Coaching Academy programme. The 
evaluation looked at the effectiveness, impact and ability to scale of the programme. 
Nov 24, 2020 
Miriam Broeks, Eleftheria Iakovidou, Jack Pollard, Rachael Finn, Sarah Ball, Joanna Hofman, Tom Ling 
 
 
RoRI [Research on Research Institute]  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
http://researchonresearch.org/ 
We're an open and independent new initiative providing data, analysis and intelligence on how to make 
research systems more strategic, open, diverse and inclusive. 
RoRI News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Urban Institute   [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://www.urban.org/publications 
Publications 
Designing Accessory Dwelling Unit Regulations  
   Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs), or secondary housing units on residential lots, have the potential to 
increase housing supply in single-family neighborhoods without drastically altering the character of 
those neighborhoods. ADUs can also provide a wealth-building opportunity for cost-burdened 
homeowners. However, while many cities have enacted laws allowing for ADU construction, some 
common regulations  
Christina Plerhoples Stacy, Eleanor Noble, Jorge Morales-Burnett, Lydia Lo 
November 25, 2020  
Research Report 
  
Housing Finance At A Glance: A Monthly Chartbook, November 2020  
   The November 2020 edition of At a Glance, the Housing Finance Policy Center’s reference guide for 
mortgage and housing market data, includes updated figures describing the cash-out refinance share, 
effective guarantee fees charged on new acquisitions, loans in serious delinquency, and mortgage 
insurance activities.  
Laurie Goodman, Alanna McCargo, Janneke Ratcliffe, Jim Parrott, Jun Zhu, Sheryl Pardo, Karan Kaul, 
Michael Neal, Jung Hyun Choi, Linna Zhu, Caitlin Young, Daniel Pang, Alison Rincon, Gideon Berger, 
Rylea Luckfield 
November 24, 2020  
Research Report 
  
Fixing the Federal Student Lending System  
   Federal student loans help many college students access and complete postsecondary degrees that 
would not have been attainable otherwise. But years of well-intentioned policymaking have left the 
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student loan system a complicated mess that is difficult for borrowers to navigate and leads to unfair 
and inefficient distributions of taxpayer dollars. Significant structural changes are needed for the 
program to  
November 24, 2020  
Brief 
  
Closing the Gaps: Building Black Wealth through Homeownership  
   Homeownership is the primary contributor to wealth building for Black households and continues to 
hold promise for building multigenerational wealth and housing stability for households of color. 
However, wealth is not accruing equitably to Black homeowners due to a long history of structural 
barriers and added costs. Households with little to no wealth are far more vulnerable during economic 
cycles, and the  
Alanna McCargo, Jung Hyun Choi 
November 23, 2020  
Research Report 
  
Using Implementation Science to Systematically Identify Opportunities for Learning and 
Improvement  
   Government agencies want to operate efficient and effective services. Agency staff often understand 
the importance of learning and improvement to increase their services’ value for taxpayers, improve 
communities, reduce waste, fix problems, support families, and many other essential functions. Even 
when staff want to improve their results, it can be difficult to figure out where to focus, and especially 
how to  
Teresa Derrick-Mills 
November 23, 2020  
Brief 
  
    
The Wistar Institute   [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://www.wistar.org/news/press-releases 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Economic Forum    [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/ 
Media 
Pakistan PM Khan Speaks with Global CEOs on Strategic Priorities in Post-Pandemic Era  
News 25 Nov 2020  
 
Indonesian President Addresses Global Business Leaders at the World Economic Forum 
Special Dialogue  
News 25 Nov 2020  
 
Global leaders to shape the Davos Agenda ahead of ‘crucial year to rebuild trust’  
News 23 Nov 2020  
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*                      *                       *                        * 
 
 

:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will primarily monitor press/media releases announcing key initiatives and new research from a 
growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, humanitarian 
response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended to be exhaustive, but 
indicative.  
 
 

Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/ 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
Press Releases and Statements  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Blue Meridian Partners [to 28 Nov 2020] 
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/ 
Blue Meridian Partners is a new capital aggregation collaboration that plans to invest at least $1 billion 
in high-performance nonprofits that are poised to have truly national impact for economically 
disadvantaged children and youth.  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Annie E. Casey Foundation   [to 28 Nov 2020] 
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/ 
Newsroom 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clinton Foundation  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Co Impact   [to 28 Nov 2020] 
www.co-impact.io 
Co-Impact is a global philanthropic collaborative for systems change focused on improving the lives of 
millions of people around the world. 
No new digest content identified. 
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Ford Foundation  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://www.fordfoundation.org/press-room/ 
The Latest 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
J. Paul Getty Trust  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
http://news.getty.edu/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press 
GHIT was set up in 2012 with the aim of developing new tools to tackle infectious diseases that  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

Grameen Foundation    [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://grameenfoundation.org/stories/press-releases 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/  
Latest Updates  
Congress, help thyself   
U.S. Democracy  
By Jean Parvin Bordewich  
November 24, 2020  
   The COVID pandemic helped accelerate efforts to modernize Congress. U.S. Democracy Program 
Officer Jean Bordewich weighs in on the changes and what’s in store for the future. This is part of 
Think Again, a series of essays from Hewlett Foundation experts exploring how the current crises are 
catalyzing change—and what that could mean for reimagining a better future. 
 
Our commitment to equity and justice in our support for the arts   
Performing Arts  
By Emiko Ono and Adam Fong  
November 23, 2020  
   About a year ago, we introduced a refreshed strategic framework for our Performing Arts Program 
that recognized who, how, and where the arts are being created, experienced, and practiced are 
changing, and that we needed to change with it.  
   We never imagined the pace of change would accelerate so dramatically. 
 
 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
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Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IKEA Foundation    [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/ 
Stories  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news  
Press Room 
Nov 23 2020   Research 
Recording the Symphony of Cellular Signals That Drive Biology 
   Like a computer, cells must process information from the outside world before they respond. 
Scientists have now developed a powerful new way to observe the internal discussions responsible for 
cellular decisions.  
 
 
Kaiser Family Foundation  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://www.kff.org/search/?post_type=press-release 
November 23, 2020   News Release  
For 3rd Year in a Row, More Insurers are Entering the ACA Marketplaces, Creating More 
Options for Consumers 
   For the third straight year, more insurers are entering the Affordable Care Act’s marketplaces and 
expanding their service areas, creating more options for consumers seeking to buy their own insurance 
for 2021, a new KFF analysis finds.  The analysis finds 30 insurers joining the marketplace across 20 
states, and another… 
 
 
Kellogg Foundation  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media 
Selected Announcements 
At-A-Glance 
Giving thanks for leaders sharing knowledge, raising voices 
Nov. 24, 2020 
 
 
Aga Khan Foundation   [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation 
Press Releases 
24 November 2020 
Aga Khan reaffirms commitment to Afghan peoples and to a peaceful, pluralistic 
Afghanistan  
 
 
MacArthur Foundation  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
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http://www.macfound.org/ 
News, Events, What We’re Learning 
Mexican Women on What They Need for Reproductive Health 
November 24, 2020  
Grantee Research  
   In 2019, to get women’s input on how to improve reproductive health services in their communities, 
the Mexico National Safe Motherhood Committee coordinated the campaign “What Women Want Mx” 
as part of a global initiative sponsored by White Ribbon Alliance. More than 100,000 women from 
across the country responded in favor of establishing better treatment, improving access to laboratory 
work and medicines, and supporting midwifery. Their voices joined those of more than 1 million 
women around the world. 
 
 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation   [to 28 Nov 2020] 

https://mellon.org/ 
Mellon News, Press Releases 
Indigenous Communities are Using an Empowering Tool to Reclaim Their Histories in the 
Digital Space 
November 2020 
Dr. Kimberly Christen talks about Mukurtu, a grassroots, open-source community access platform that 
allows for respectful sharing of cultural heritage. 
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
 
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://www.moore.org/news 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Open Society Foundations  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/newsroom 
Press releases 
Press release   November 24, 2020  
Open Society Backs Guidelines on Election Integrity during COVID-19  
The short, globally relevant document is intended to provide a menu that civil society groups can adapt 
to their local needs. 
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
http://www.packard.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Pew Charitable Trusts  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room 
Press Releases & Statements  

http://www.macfound.org/
https://www.macfound.org/press/grantee-publications/mexican-women-what-they-need-reproductive-health/
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No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/ 
Press Releases 
Nov 24 2020   Press Releases 
Open Letter to the Transition Team on the U.S. Food System 
  To the newly elected officials, members of the Biden-Harris Transition Team, and other stakeholders 
of the food system –  At a time when our nation faces simultaneous health, economic, and hunger … 
 
Nov 24 2020   Press Releases 
Satellite Imagery Used for Electricity Consumption Forecasting in Africa For the First Time 
in New Service 
   The new service from e-GUIDE, a collaboration between The Rockefeller Foundation and four leading 
universities, helps utilities and system planners improve the planning and provision of electricity in 
Africa … 
 
Nov 23 2020  Press Releases 
Investing in Knowledge: IDRC and The Rockefeller Foundation Launch New Research 
Partnership to Improve Food Systems in East Africa 
   NAIROBI, November 23, 2020 The Rockefeller Foundation and IDRC are pleased to announce a new 
five-year, CA$11-million research funding partnership. “Catalyzing change for healthy and sustainable 
food systems” aims to improve … 
 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom.html 
Latest News and Highlights 
Commentary—Dr. Richard Besser: Despite coronavirus, science is NOT telling us to close 
schools  
RWJF President and CEO Richard Besser advises we do all we can to keep children in school by 
providing the funds for proper staffing, equipment, protective gear and ventilation systems. Without 
these supports, we cannot expect schools to remain open.   
 
 
Science Philanthropy Alliance   [to 28 Nov 2020] 
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/ 
“…a group of organizations working together to increase philanthropic support for basic scientific 
research on a global basis…” 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SDGFunders  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
http://sdgfunders.org/ 
SDG Philanthropy Platform is a collaboration between philanthropy and the greater international 
development community led by Foundation Center, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
and Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, and supported by the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, Ford 
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Foundation and the MasterCard Foundation, the Brach Family Foundation, and other key organizations 
such as Asociación de Fundaciones Empresariales (AFE) in Colombia, Brach Family Charitable 
Foundation, CAF America, Council on Foundations, East Africa Association of Grantmakers (EAAG), 
European Foundation Centre, Filantropi Indonesia (FI), GlobalGiving, The Humanitarian Forum, World 
Congress of Muslim Philanthropists, and Worldwide Initiatives for Grantmaker Support (WINGS). 
Selected Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://sloan.org/about/press  
Press Releases  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
No new digest content identified. 

:::::: 
 
Candid [formerly Foundation Center and GuideStar]  [to 28 Nov 2020 
https://candid.org/about/press-room?fcref=pg 
Press Room 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Council on Foundations  [to 28 Nov 2020] 
https://www.cof.org/newsroom 
Newsroom/Blog Posts 
No new digest content identified. 

 
 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 
 

:: Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in human 
rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be exhaustive. We will 
add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon recommendation from 
readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content but note that successful access 
to some of the articles and other content may require subscription or other access arrangement unique 
to the publisher. Please suggest additional journals you feel warrant coverage. 
 
AJOB Empirical Bioethics 
Volume 11, 2020 Issue 4  
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/uabr21/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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AMA  Journal of Ethics 
Volume 22, Number 11: E907-980   November 2020 
https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/issue/caring-native-americans 
Risk Management Ethics  
   Patients' rights to self-determination or clinicians’ professional judgments in some cases deviate from 
standard of care and challenge risk managers’ tendencies to implement routine legal risk-mitigation 
strategies. Risk managers’ roles on care teams are particularly key when patients don’t progress 
clinically, when patients do not feel safe or satisfied with their services, when interventions are not well 
coordinated, or when care is not safely, efficiently, or equitably executed. Risk managers’ collaborations 
with ethics consultants and clinicians in these cases help individuals and organizations respond well to 
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and middle-income countries use solid fuels such as wood, charcoal, coal, crop residue and dung for 
their daily cooking. These traditional solid fuel cooking systems negatively affect the health and reduce 
the opportunities of cookstove users, who are disproportionately women and children. Solid fuel 
cooking also presents a number of detrimental environmental impacts, such as ambient air pollution 
and forest degradation in some regions. Access to cleaner cooking fuels such as gas and electricity is 
expanding, but is constrained by the higher costs and logistical challenges of such systems. This review 
investigates the technologies and systems that are currently used to cook food, with a focus on low-
income populations. It identifies key challenges that hinder a global transition to clean and sustainable 
cooking. Finally, it reflects on the recent success of Liquified Petroleum Gas (LPG) along with other 
fossil fuel-based cooking systems, and discusses a potential transition to renewable energy-based 
cooking. 
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only disproportionately impacted by conflicts, disasters and other emergencies, but also face barriers to 
accessing humanitarian assistance. At the same time, global commitments and standards and the IASC 
Guidelines on the inclusion of persons with disabilities in humanitarian action all emphasise how 
persons with disabilities are also active agents of change. Disability and age-focused organisations have 
led on testing and demonstrating how inclusion can be done better. Yet despite this progress, 
challenges to effective inclusion remain. 
 
As Kirstin Lange notes in the lead article, chief among these challenges is humanitarian agencies’ lack 
of engagement with organisations of persons with disabilities. Simione Bula, Elizabeth Morgan and 
Teresa Thomson look at disability inclusion in humanitarian response in the Pacific, and Kathy Al Jubeh 
and Alradi Abdalla argue for a ‘participation revolution’, building on learning from the gender 
movement. Tchaurea Fleury and Sulayman AbdulMumuni Ujah outline how the Bridge Article 11 
training initiative is encouraging constructive exchange between humanitarian and disability actors. The 
lack of good, disaggregated data is highlighted by Sarah Collinson; Frances Hill, Jim Cranshaw and 
Carys Hughes emphasise the need for training resources in local languages and accessible formats; and 
Sophie Van Eetvelt and colleagues report on a review of the evidence on inclusion of people with 
disabilities and older people. 
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Rebecca Molyneux and co-authors analyse the findings of a review of a DFID programme in north-east 
Nigeria, while Carolin Funke highlights the importance of strategic partnerships between disability-
focused organisations, drawing on her research in Cox’s Bazar. Sherin Alsheikh Ahmed describes 
Islamic Relief Worldwide’s approach to mainstreaming protection and inclusion, while Pauline Thivillier 
and Valentina Shafina outline IRC’s Client Responsive Programming. The edition ends with reflections 
by Mirela Turcanu and Yves Ngunzi Kahashi on CAFOD’s SADI approach. 
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Alyssa Bilinski, MSc; Ezekiel J. Emanuel, MD, PhD  
free access has active quiz  
JAMA. 2020;324(20):2100-2102. doi:10.1001/jama.2020.20717  
   This Viewpoint compares the COVID-19 per capita overall and excess mortality rates in the US vs 
that of 18 OECD countries and the timing of any increases in excess mortality between February and 
September 2020. 
 
Viewpoint 
Is It Lawful and Ethical to Prioritize Racial Minorities for COVID-19 Vaccines?  
Harald Schmidt, PhD; Lawrence O. Gostin, JD; Michelle A. Williams, ScD  
free access has active quiz has multimedia has audio  
JAMA. 2020;324(20):2023-2024. doi:10.1001/jama.2020.20571  
   This Viewpoint considers how COVID-19 vaccines can be distributed strategically, ethically, and 
legally given conflicts between consensus public health recommendations to prioritize allocation to 
disadvantaged racial and ethnic minorities and laws discouraging explicit consideration of race in policy 
decisions. 
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Committee on Immunization Practices for COVID-19 Vaccination Implementation  
Beth P. Bell, MD, MPH; José R. Romero, MD; Grace M. Lee, MD, MPH  
free access has active quiz  
JAMA. 2020;324(20):2025-2026. doi:10.1001/jama.2020.20847  
   This Viewpoint summarizes the principles guiding coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) vaccine 
recommendations made by the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP), a 
nongovernment advisory standing committee that counsels the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention on US population vaccine use, emphasizing that any final recommendations await phase 3 
safety and efficacy data from ongoing trials. 
 
Answering Key Questions About COVID-19 Vaccines  
Jesse L. Goodman, MD, MPH; John D. Grabenstein, RPh, PhD; M. Miles Braun, MD, MPH  
free access has active quiz  
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   This Viewpoint offers provisional answers to common questions the public will have about approved 
COVID-19 vaccines, including what they can expect regarding its effectiveness and safety, 
trustworthiness of the approval process, and whether society can return to normal once sufficient 
numbers of people are immunized. 
 
Herd Immunity and Implications for SARS-CoV-2 Control  
Saad B. Omer, MBBS, MPH, PhD; Inci Yildirim, MD, PhD, MSc; Howard P. Forman, MD, MBA  
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JAMA. 2020;324(20):2095-2096. doi:10.1001/jama.2020.20892  
   This JAMA Insights Clinical Update discusses herd immunity in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic 
and explains the herd immunity threshold as a function of transmissibility (R0), the role of an effective 
vaccine and vaccination program in sustaining herd immunity, and the risks of an infection-based herd 
immunity approach. 
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JAMA. 2020;324(20):2029-2030. doi:10.1001/jama.2020.19933  
   This Viewpoint discusses the importance of understanding how next-generation genomic sequencing 
is being implemented—for whom noninvasive prenatal testing, whole-exome and -genome sequencing 
for suspected genetic disorders, and tumor sequencing is being used and who is paying for it—as 
precondition for knowing how the technologies can best serve patients. 
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EDITORIAL 
Evidence synthesis and methodological research on evidence in medicine—Why it really is 
research and it really is medicine 
Livia Puljak 
Pages: 253-254 
First Published: 03 November 2020 
 
REVIEWS 
Analytics with artificial intelligence to advance the treatment of acute respiratory distress 
syndrome 
Zhongheng Zhang et al 
Pages: 301-312 
First Published: 13 November 2020 
Abstract 
Artificial intelligence (AI) has found its way into clinical studies in the era of big data. Acute respiratory 
distress syndrome (ARDS) or acute lung injury (ALI) is a clinical syndrome that encompasses a 
heterogeneous population. Management of such heterogeneous patient population is a big challenge 
for clinicians. With accumulating ALI datasets being publicly available, more knowledge could be 
discovered with sophisticated analytics. We reviewed literatures with big data analytics to understand 
the role of AI for improving the caring of patients with ALI/ARDS. Many studies have utilized the 
electronic medical records (EMR) data for the identification and prognostication of ARDS patients. As 
increasing number of ARDS clinical trials data is open to public, secondary analysis on these combined 
datasets provide a powerful way of finding solution to clinical questions with a new perspective. AI 
techniques such as Classification and Regression Tree (CART) and artificial neural networks (ANN) have 
also been successfully used in the investigation of ARDS problems. Individualized treatment of ARDS 
could be implemented with a support from AI as we are now able to classify ARDS into many 
subphenotypes by unsupervised machine learning algorithms. Interestingly, these subphenotypes show 
different responses to a certain intervention. However, current analytics involving ARDS have not fully 
incorporated information from omics such as transcriptome, proteomics, daily activities and 
environmental conditions. AI technology is assisting us to interpret complex data of ARDS patients and 
enable us to further improve the management of ARDS patients in future with individual treatment 
plans. 
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Comment 
Emergency use authorisation for COVID-19 vaccines: lessons from Ebola 
Maxwell J Smith, Samuel Ujewe, Rachel Katz, Ross E G Upshur 
Russia and China have begun COVID-19 vaccinations outside of clinical trials. This move has been met 
with widespread criticism because the safety profiles of these candidate COVID-19 vaccines remain 
uncertain without data from phase 3 trials.1,2 Emergency use authorisations—a regulatory mechanism 
that enables the public to gain access to promising investigational medical products when those 
products have not yet received regulatory approval and licensure3 —have previously been used for 
unlicensed vaccines in public health emergencies and can be ethically justified provided that certain 
conditions are met. So why have the actions of Russia and China drawn such criticism? And how can 
other national regulatory authorities ensure future emergency use authorisations for COVID-19 
vaccines are issued in a way that is scientifically and ethically sound? Experience of emergency use 
authorisations for investigational Ebola virus vaccines in Guinea and the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo (DRC) can elucidate key lessons that can guide ethical emergency use authorisations for COVID-
19 vaccines… 
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Use caution when applying behavioral science to policy 
   Social and behavioural scientists have attempted to speak to the COVID-19 crisis. But is behavioural 
research on COVID-19 suitable for making policy decisions? We offer a taxonomy that lets our science 
advance in ‘evidence readiness levels’ to be suitable for policy. We caution practitioners to take 
extreme care translating our findings to applications. 
Hans IJzerman, Neil A. Lewis Jr., Andrew K. Przybylski, Netta Weinstein, Lisa DeBruine, Stuart J. 
Ritchie, 
Simine Vazire, Patrick S. Forscher, Richard D. Morey, James D. Ivory and Farid Anvari 
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How behavioural sciences can promote truth, autonomy and democratic discourse online  
   Lorenz-Spreen et al. argue that effective web governance is needed to empower individuals online. 
They describe two classes of behavioural interventions—nudging and boosting— that can help redesign 
online environments for informed and autonomous choice 
Philipp Lorenz-Spreen, Stephan Lewandowsky[…] & Ralph Hertwig 
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Perspective 
Banning Genetic Discrimination in Life Insurance — Time to Follow Florida’s Lead 
Mark A. Rothstein, J.D.,  
and Kyle B. Brothers, M.D., Ph.D. 
   Fear of discrimination by life insurance companies has been an obstacle to progress in the use of 
genetic technologies in medicine and research. A new Florida law will allow residents to undergo 
genetic testing without fear of the financial consequences of results. 
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Perspective 
Trustworthiness before Trust — Covid-19 Vaccine Trials and the Black Community 
Rueben C. Warren, D.D.S., Dr.P.H., M.Div., Lachlan Forrow, M.D., David Augustin Hodge, Sr., D.Min., 
Ph.D., and Robert D. Truog, M.D. 
   … What are the barriers to greater participation of Black people in Covid-19 trials? Although they are 
multiple, a critical factor is the deep and justified lack of trust that many Black Americans have for the 
health care system in general and clinical research in particular. This distrust is often traced to the 
legacy of the infamous syphilis study at Tuskegee, in which investigators withheld treatment from 
hundreds of Black men in order to study the natural history of the disease. But the distrust is far more 
deeply rooted, in centuries of well-documented examples of racist exploitation by American physicians 
and researchers.2 
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PLoS Neglected Tropical Diseases 
http://www.plosntds.org/  
(Accessed 28 Nov 2020)  
Mass administration of medicines in changing contexts: Acceptability, adaptability and 
community directed approaches in Kaduna and Ogun States, Nigeria  
Oluwatosin Adekeye, Kim Ozano, Ruth Dixon, Elisabeth Osim Elhassan, Luret Lar, Elena Schmidt, 
Sunday Isiyaku, Okefu Okoko, Rachael Thomson, Sally Theobald, Laura Dean  
Research Article | published 25 Nov 2020 PLOS Neglected Tropical Diseases  
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Articles 
Ethics in field experimentation: A call to establish new standards to protect the public from 
unwanted manipulation and real harms  
Rose McDermott and Peter K. Hatemi 
PNAS first published November 23, 2020. https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.2012021117  
Abstract 
In 1966, Henry Beecher published his foundational paper “Ethics and Clinical Research,” bringing to 
light unethical experiments that were routinely being conducted by leading universities and 
government agencies. A common theme was the lack of voluntary consent. Research regulations 
surrounding laboratory experiments flourished after his work. More than half a century later, we seek 
to follow in his footsteps and identify a new domain of risk to the public: certain types of field 
experiments. The nature of experimental research has changed greatly since the Belmont Report. Due 
in part to technological advances including social media, experimenters now target and affect whole 
societies, releasing interventions into a living public, often without sufficient review or controls. A large 
number of social science field experiments do not reflect compliance with current ethical and legal 
requirements that govern research with human participants. Real-world interventions are being 
conducted without consent or notice to the public they affect. Follow-ups and debriefing are routinely 
not being undertaken with the populations that experimenters injure. Importantly, even when ethical 
research guidelines are followed, researchers are following principles developed for experiments in 
controlled settings, with little assessment or protection for the wider societies within which individuals 
are embedded. We strive to improve the ethics of future work by advocating the creation of new 
norms, illustrating classes of field experiments where scholars do not appear to have recognized the 
ways such research circumvents ethical standards by putting people, including those outside the 
manipulated group, into harm’s way. 
 
The science of deep learning  
Richard Baraniuk, David Donoho, and Matan Gavish 
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Guest Editorial 
Counter-Terrorism Medicine: Creating a Medical Initiative Mandated by Escalating 
Asymmetric Attacks  
Michael Court, Brydie Edwards, Fadi Issa, Amalia Voskanyan, Gregory Ciottone  
Published online by Cambridge University Press: 14 August 2020, pp. 595-598  
Abstract 
Introduction:  
Since 2001, a burgeoning interest by health care professionals in the growing asymmetrical terrorist 
threat and its impact on health care preparation and response has seen significantly increased 
academic output around this nebulous subject. Despite this, there has failed to be a consolidation of 
this sub-specialty. 
Discussion:  
This editorial argues for the consolidation of the body of experience gathered since 2001 into an 
initiative called Counter-Terrorism Medicine (CTM). It proposes that previously discrete sub-specialty 
areas can be consolidated, with improvements in collective understanding, and can build on previous 
work to provide a non-political health care focused definition of terrorist events, based on the triad of 
Violence, Intent, and Heath Care Impact. It notes the importance this defining triad has in health care 
planning and response considerations. Finally, it defines the parameters of CTM within the larger 
specialty of Disaster Medicine (DM). 
Conclusion:  
There is a growing body of academic work on the health care implications of terrorism. The time is 
right to coalesce these into an initiative referred to as CTM and to consider this as a discrete part of 
DM. 
 
 
Preventive Medicine 
Volume 140,  November 2020 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/preventive-medicine/vol/140/suppl/C 
Behavior Change, Health, Health Disparities 2020:Some Current Challenges in Tobacco 
Control and Regulatory Science 
Edited by Stephen T. Higgins 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Proceedings of the Royal Society B 
11 November 2020  Volume 287  Issue 1938 
https://royalsocietypublishing.org/toc/rspb/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Public Health   

https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.2020596117
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/prehospital-and-disaster-medicine/latest-issue
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/prehospital-and-disaster-medicine/article/counterterrorism-medicine-creating-a-medical-initiative-mandated-by-escalating-asymmetric-attacks/C9537D50A683E110A0511D19961F0875
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/prehospital-and-disaster-medicine/article/counterterrorism-medicine-creating-a-medical-initiative-mandated-by-escalating-asymmetric-attacks/C9537D50A683E110A0511D19961F0875
https://www.cambridge.org/core/search?filters%5BauthorTerms%5D=Michael%20Court&eventCode=SE-AU
https://www.cambridge.org/core/search?filters%5BauthorTerms%5D=Brydie%20Edwards&eventCode=SE-AU
https://www.cambridge.org/core/search?filters%5BauthorTerms%5D=Fadi%20Issa&eventCode=SE-AU
https://www.cambridge.org/core/search?filters%5BauthorTerms%5D=Amalia%20Voskanyan&eventCode=SE-AU
https://www.cambridge.org/core/search?filters%5BauthorTerms%5D=Gregory%20Ciottone&eventCode=SE-AU
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/preventive-medicine/vol/140/suppl/C
https://royalsocietypublishing.org/toc/rspb/current


   

  

Volume 188  Pages A1-A2, 1-54 (November 2020) 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/public-health/vol/188/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Public Health Ethics  
IN PROGRESS  
Volume 13, Issue 1, April 2020 
http://phe.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Public Health Reports 
Volume 135 Issue 6, November/December 2020  
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/phrg/135/6 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Qualitative Health Research  
Volume 30 Issue 14, December 2020  
http://qhr.sagepub.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Refugee Survey Quarterly 
Volume 39, Issue 3, September 2020 
http://rsq.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Research Ethics 
Volume 16 Issue 3-4, July-October 2020  
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/reab/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Reproductive Health 
http://www.reproductive-health-journal.com/content 
[Accessed 28 Nov 2020]  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Revista Panamericana de Salud Pública/Pan American Journal of Public Health 
(RPSP/PAJPH)  
https://www.paho.org/journal/en 
Latest articles  
23 Nov 2020 
Open public health: the way not to leave anyone behind 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/public-health/vol/188/suppl/C
http://phe.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/phrg/135/6
http://qhr.sagepub.com/content/current
http://rsq.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/reab/current
http://www.reproductive-health-journal.com/content
https://www.paho.org/journal/en
https://www.paho.org/journal/en/articles/open-public-health-way-not-leave-anyone-behind


   

  

Opinion and analysis | Spanish |  
 
 
Risk Analysis     
Volume 40, Issue 11  Pages: 2301-2477  November 2020 
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Perspectives 
Existential Risks to Humanity Should Concern International Policymakers and More Could 
Be Done in Considering Them at the International Governance Level 
Matt Boyd, Nick Wilson 
Pages: 2303-2312 
First Published: 20 July 2020 
 
Original Research Articles 
Risk Communication for Empowerment: Interventions in a Rohingya Refugee Settlement 
Raul P. Lejano, Muhammad Saidur Rahman, Laila Kabir 
Pages: 2360-2372 
First Published: 24 June 2020 
 
A Risk Analysis Framework for Prioritizing and Managing Biosecurity Threats 
Gilberto Montibeller, L. Alberto Franco, Ashley Carreras 
Pages: 2462-2477 
First Published: 24 June 2020 
 
 
Risk Management and Healthcare Policy 
https://www.dovepress.com/risk-management-and-healthcare-policy-archive56 
[Accessed 28 Nov 2020] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Science  
27 November 2020  Vol 370, Issue 6520 
http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl 
Policy Forum  
Protecting consumers from collusive prices due to AI 
By Emilio Calvano, Giacomo Calzolari, Vincenzo Denicolò, Joseph E. Harrington Jr., Sergio Pastorello 
Science27 Nov 2020 : 1040-1042 Restricted Access 
Price-setting algorithms can lead to noncompetitive prices, but the law is ill equipped to stop it 
Summary 
The efficacy of a market system is rooted in competition. In striving to attract customers, firms are led 
to charge lower prices and deliver better products and services. Nothing more fundamentally 
undermines this process than collusion, when firms agree not to compete with one another and 
consequently consumers are harmed by higher prices. Collusion is generally condemned by economists 
and policy-makers and is unlawful in almost all countries. But the increasing delegation of price-setting 
to algorithms (1) has the potential for opening a back door through which firms could collude lawfully 
(2). Such algorithmic collusion can occur when artificial intelligence (AI) algorithms learn to adopt 
collusive pricing rules without human intervention, oversight, or even knowledge. This possibility poses 
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a challenge for policy. To meet this challenge, we propose a direction for policy change and call for 
computer scientists, economists, and legal scholars to act in concert to operationalize the proposed 
change. 
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   Read about how organizational culture can advance social good, how researchers convinced the 
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align with their companies, how artificial intelligence can apply causal models to become more 
effective, and other topics in the Summer 2020 issue of Stanford Social Innovation Review. 
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Current Issue 
Interpretation and COVID-19  
   The year 2020 began with an unprecedented health crisis that has affected each one of us, and we 
still cannot predict its long-term effects. Not only have we been touched in our personal lives. 
Lockdown has perturbed our work, our communities and our industries, at times with devastating 
consequences. And this crisis is not yet over. 
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