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:: Week in Review  
A highly selective capture of strategic developments, research, commentary, analysis and 
announcements spanning Human Rights Action, Humanitarian Response, Health, Education, Holistic 
Development, Heritage Stewardship, Sustainable Resilience. Achieving a balance across these broad 
themes is a challenge and we appreciate your observations and ideas in this regard. This is not 
intended to be a "news and events" digest. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
COVID-19 – Economic Recovery 
 
IMF Managing Director Kristalina Georgieva Urges G20 Leaders to Jointly Build the 
Foundations of a Better 21st Century Global Economy  
November 22, 2020 
Washington, DC: International Monetary Fund (IMF) Managing Director Kristalina Georgieva made the 
following statement today following a virtual meeting of G20 Leaders’ Summit: 
 
“During our meeting, I commended the G20 countries as a whole for taking unprecedented actions to 
mitigate the impact of COVID19—including fiscal and monetary measures--that have helped to prevent 
massive bankruptcies and an even deeper crisis.  
 
“The Debt Service Suspension Initiative, in particular, gave many poor countries much 
needed temporary ‘breathing space’. The Common Framework for Debt Treatments beyond 
the DSSI, endorsed by G20 Leaders at this meeting, will allow low-income countries with 
unsustainable debts to apply for permanent debt relief on a case-by-case basis, with a level 
playing field for creditors. It is critical to operationalize this Framework promptly and effectively. Going 
forward, we must also help those countries not covered by the Framework to address debt 
vulnerabilities so that their economies can become more resilient.”  
  
“I thanked the G20 for their support to the IMF, which has enabled us to deliver over US$100 billion in 
new financing to 82 countries and debt service relief for our poorest members. I also emphasized that 
the world is not out of the woods yet in terms of this crisis.  
 
Cooperation is going to be even more important going forward on three priority fronts: 
 
First, end the health crisis. With vaccines on the horizon, we must ensure they reach everyone, 
everywhere. If we do this, the Fund estimates that it could add almost US$ 9 trillion to global income 
by 2025. There could be no better value for money—or for the world. 
 
Second, reinforce the economic bridge to recovery. It is essential to sustain support to 
businesses and workers until we exit the health crisis—there must be no premature withdrawal. It is 
also time now to prepare for a synchronized green and digital infrastructure investment push to 
invigorate growth, to limit scarring, and address climate goals. If G20 countries act together, they can 
achieve two-thirds more at the same cost than if each country acts alone.  
 
Third, build the foundations of a better 21st Century global economy. The most consequential 
uncertainty facing us today is how we can use the momentum of disruption caused by this crisis to 

https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2020/11/22/pr20353-imf-managing-director-kristalina-georgieva-urges-g20-leaders-build-better-global-economy
https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2020/11/22/pr20353-imf-managing-director-kristalina-georgieva-urges-g20-leaders-build-better-global-economy


   

  

build a better economy for all: revitalize the international trading system, foster an international system 
of taxation where everyone pays their fair share, and accelerate the transition to the new climate 
economy on which the health and prosperity of our children depends.  
  
“Finally, we must not forget the world beyond the G20: the poorest countries that are least equipped 
to withstand shocks. The IMF will continue to count on the G20’s support to have all the necessary 
resources to best serve our member countries, and especially those who need our assistance the most. 
  
“Since this is our last meeting of 2020, I would like to congratulate the Saudi authorities on a 
successful G20 presidency during a very challenging year—a year like no other. I look forward to next 
year’s G20 under Italy’s Presidency.” 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Data Protection/Privacy 
 
Joint Statement on Data Protection and Privacy in the COVID-19 Response 
19 November 2020 
The United Nations, IOM, ITU, OCHA, OHCHR, UNDP, UNEP, UNESCO, UNHCR, UNICEF, 
UNOPS, UPU, UN Volunteers, UN Women, WFP and WHO support the adoption of the 
following joint statement, in line with the UN Personal Data Protection and Privacy 
Principles  adopted by the UN System Organizations to support its use of data and technology in the 
COVID-19 response in a way that respects the right to privacy and other human rights and promotes 
economic and social development. 
 
The COVID-19 pandemic has become a global emergency, with devastating consequences in terms of 
loss of life and economic decline, and significantly hampering progress toward achieving the United 
Nations Sustainable Development Goals. Poor and vulnerable communities are particularly imperiled by 
this deadly disease and its economic ramifications. 
 
Mounting evidence demonstrates that the collection, use, sharing and further processing of data can 
help limit the spread of the virus and aid in accelerating the recovery, especially through digital contact 
tracing. Mobility data derived from people’s usage of mobile phones, emails, banking, social media, 
postal services, for instance, can assist in monitoring the spread of the virus and support the 
implementation of the UN System Organizations’ mandated activities.[1] 
 
Such data collection and processing, including for digital contact tracing and general health 
surveillance, may include the collection of vast amounts of personal and non-personal sensitive data. 
This could have significant effects beyond the initial crisis response phase, including, if such measures 
are applied for purposes not directly or specifically related to the COVID-19 response, potentially 
leading to the infringement of fundamental human rights and freedoms. This concern is especially 
pressing if some emergency measures introduced to address the pandemic, such as digital contact 
tracing, are turned into standard practice. 
 
The UN Secretary-General highlighted in his policy brief on human rights and COVID-19 that “Human 
rights are key in shaping the pandemic response, both for the public health emergency and the broader 
impact on people’s lives and livelihoods. Human rights put people centre-stage. Responses that are 

https://www.who.int/news/item/19-11-2020-joint-statement-on-data-protection-and-privacy-in-the-covid-19-response
https://www.who.int/news/item/19-11-2020-joint-statement-on-data-protection-and-privacy-in-the-covid-19-response
https://www.who.int/news/item/19-11-2020-joint-statement-on-data-protection-and-privacy-in-the-covid-19-response#_ftn1
https://unsdg.un.org/sites/default/files/2020-04/COVID-19-and-Human-Rights.pdf


   

  

shaped by and respect human rights result in better outcomes in beating the pandemic, ensuring 
healthcare for everyone and preserving human dignity.” 
 
Any data collection, use and processing by UN System Organizations in the context of the 
COVID-19 pandemic should be rooted in human rights and implemented with due regard 
to applicable international law, data protection and privacy principles, including the UN 
Personal Data Protection and Privacy Principles. Any measures taken to address the COVID-19 
pandemic should also be consistent with the mandates of the respective UN System Organizations and 
take into account the balancing of relevant rights, including the right to health and life and the right to 
economic and social development. 
 
Taking into account the UN Personal Data Protection and Privacy Principles, the UN Secretary-General’s 
policy brief on human rights and COVID-19, and relevant health and humanitarian standards, data 
collection, use and processing by UN System Organizations in their operations should, at a 
minimum: 
:: Be lawful, limited in scope and time, and necessary and proportionate to specified and 
legitimate purposes in response to the COVID-19 pandemic; 
:: Ensure appropriate confidentiality, security, time-bound retention and proper destruction 
or deletion of data in accordance with the aforementioned purposes; 
:: Ensure that any data exchange adheres to applicable international law, data protection and 
privacy principles, and is evaluated based on proper due diligence and risks assessments; 
:: Be subject to any applicable mechanisms and procedures to ensure that measures taken with 
regard to data use are justified by and in accordance with the aforementioned principles and purposes, 
and cease as soon as the need for such measures is no longer present; and 
:: Be transparent in order to build trust in the deployment of current and future efforts alike. 
 
A coordinated and inclusive global UN-wide response rooted in solidarity is necessary to contain the 
pandemic and minimize its negative impact across the world. Although the statement is aimed to 
address the challenges of the current COVID-19 pandemic, it may serve as a precedent for using data 
to respond to any future crises of a similar scale quickly and while respecting data protection and 
privacy. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Rohingya/Cox’s Bazaar – Basic Services 
 
World Bank Expands Support for Basic Service Delivery to Rohingya and Local 
Communities in Cox’s Bazar 
DHAKA, November 18, 2020 – The government of Bangladesh today signed a $100 million grant 
financing agreement with the World Bank to scale up access to energy, water, sanitation services and 
disaster-resilient infrastructures for the Rohingya and the surrounding host communities. 
 
The additional financing to the ongoing Emergency Multi-Sector Rohingya Crisis Response Project will 
benefit about 780,800 people, including 140,800 local people with better public infrastructure. This will 
help about 365,800 people access to improved water sources and 171,800 people access better 
sanitation. This will be achieved through installing mini-piped water supply schemes, point water 

https://unsdg.un.org/sites/default/files/2020-04/COVID-19-and-Human-Rights.pdf
https://unsdg.un.org/sites/default/files/2020-04/COVID-19-and-Human-Rights.pdf
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2020/11/19/world-bank-expands-support-for-basic-service-delivery-to-rohingya-and-local-communities-in-coxs-bazar
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2020/11/19/world-bank-expands-support-for-basic-service-delivery-to-rohingya-and-local-communities-in-coxs-bazar
https://projects.worldbank.org/en/projects-operations/project-detail/P171779


   

  

sources, and rainwater harvesting systems, along with household toilets and community toilets in the 
Cox’s Bazar district. 
 
“Since the very beginning of the crisis, the World Bank has been supporting Bangladesh respond to the 
needs of Rohingya people as well as the host communities,” said Mercy Miyang Tembon, World Bank 
Country Director for Bangladesh and Bhutan. “We recognize that the sheer magnitude of the influx 
placed enormous pressure on Cox’s Bazar’s infrastructure and provision of basic services. The 
additional financing will help alleviate the pressure and address the needs of the host communities as 
well as the Rohingya people." 
 
It will help build 40 multi-purpose disaster shelters, accessible to 81,000 people and climate resilient 
evacuation roads, as well as install around 4,000 solar streetlights and 975 lightning protection 
systems. It will also help government agencies to strengthen institutional systems and capacities to 
plan, coordinate and respond to crisis and emergencies… 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Humanitarian Response – Financing 
 
The Innovative Humanitarian Financing Forum to develop collaboration with WEF 
19 Nov 2020 
The Innovative Humanitarian Financing Forum (IHFF), founded by leaders from IFFIm’s Board and the 
British Red Cross, convened online on 4 November 2020, bringing to the table 33 people from 17 
organisations, both returning and new participants, to explore ways to catalyse humanitarian investing 
initiatives.  
 
Launched to enthusiastic response in London in March 2020, just days before the COVID-19 pandemic 
forced borders and institutions to close, the IHFF is a group of stakeholders from humanitarian 
organisations as well as the private sector who are dedicated to finding ways to fund the 
gap between private finance, public and philanthropic funding to confront growing crises 
in health and safety in low-income countries… 
 
Representatives from Red Cross, IFFIm and London Business School led discussions touching on 
several themes, from defining the purpose of IHFF in 2021 and exploring collaborations with 
likeminded organisations… 
 
Finance executive and former World Bank Treasurer Kenneth Lay, newly appointed to the IFFIm board 
and its next Board Chair, talked about a topic central to IHFF’s purpose: scale and affordability in 
funding global public goods… 
 
Mr Lay pointed to the estimated $200 Trillion global savings pool that has increased during 
the 2020 pandemic and a growing percent allocated in ethical investing. Knowing this 
interest and money exists, the humanitarian financing community must step up 
investment in crucial development work and humanitarian response through new tools.  Mr 
Lay cited relevant examples of innovative product types including direct market financing, front 
loading, outcome-based financing, risk-sharing mechanisms, debt restructuring and voluntary 
concessionary financing..  

https://iffim.org/news/innovative-humanitarian-financing-forum-develop-collaboration-wef


   

  

 
Mr Lay endorsed IHFF as a cross-sector forum that aims to engage humanitarian actors with 
stakeholders from public and private sector These include developers of projects and programs 
supporting global public goods; sovereigns and others in the official sector; bankers and investment 
managers; NGOs and philanthropies; and others.  Mr Lay encouraged forum participants to think 
outside their sector and network to move forward. “This effort will require creative thinking and new 
approaches,” concluded Mr Lay. “That may not be easy going. It’s a new way to think and work,” he 
said. 
  
… introduced the HRI Initiative, which brings together key humanitarian and development 
actors and representatives from the investor and corporate communities. Co-Chaired by 
WEF, World Bank Group, ICRC, Credit Suisse, and the Netherlands, the HRI aims to 
accelerate and shape the market for humanitarian and resilience investing by unlocking 
part of the $200 trillion of invested private capital… 
 
About IHFF 
The Innovative Humanitarian Financing Forum (IHFF) was founded in March 2020 to bring together 
representatives of public and private institutions in business, banking, charities and humanitarian 
organisations to explore how novel financial tools and instruments could expand resources for urgent 
humanitarian needs, from health emergencies and education to sanitation, hygiene and climate 
change.  
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Governance – Trust in Institutions 
 
The Drivers of Institutional Trust and Distrust 
Exploring Components of Trustworthiness 
by Jennifer Kavanagh, Katherine Grace Carman, Maria DeYoreo, Nathan Chandler, Lynn E. Davis 
Rand Corporate 
2020 :: 240 pages  
ISBN/EAN: 9781977406118  DOI: https://doi.org/10.7249/RRA112-7   Doc Number: RR-A112-7  
Overview 
Trust in many institutions, such as government and media, has declined in the past two decades. 
Although such trends are well documented, they are not well understood. The study described in 
this report presents a new framework for assessing institutional trust and understanding 
the individual characteristics and institutional attributes that affect trust. Analysis is based 
on a survey of 1,008 respondents conducted through the RAND Corporation's American Life Panel in 
April 2018. The study makes several key contributions to the field of institutional trust research. First, 
researchers used a scale that distinguishes between trust and distrust, thus allowing a different 
understanding of trust. Second, the analysis is a first step toward understanding why people trust 
institutions. The framework allows exploration of components of trustworthiness—i.e., the institutional 
attributes that people say they consider important to levels of trust (e.g., integrity, competence). The 
researchers also analyzed relationships between components of trustworthiness and the individual 
characteristics of those expressing the level of trust. Third, the survey featured questions about 
multiple institutions, allowing researchers to make comparisons across institutions. The research 
provides insights into individual characteristics and institutional attributes associated with institutional 

https://www.weforum.org/projects/humanitarian-investing-initiative
Paperback%20ISBN/EAN:%209781977406118
https://www.rand.org/about/people/k/kavanagh_jennifer.html
https://www.rand.org/about/people/c/carman_katherine_grace.html
https://www.rand.org/about/people/d/deyoreo_maria.html
https://www.rand.org/pubs/authors/c/chandler_nathan.html
https://www.rand.org/about/people/d/davis_lynn.html
https://doi.org/10.7249/RRA112-7


   

  

trust. This study is a "first cut" at a complicated concept and at exploring what is needed to rebuild 
institutional trust. 
 
Research Questions 
[1] How has trust been researched before? 
[2] How do different institutions rank in terms of trustworthiness? 
[3] By what criteria do people assess the trustworthiness of institutions? 
[4] How do personal characteristics affect whether one trusts a given institution? 
 
Key Findings 
Most previous studies focus on trust but disregard active distrust 
:: The authors of this report developed a ten-point scale that ranges from high trust (10) through lack 
of trust or distrust (5) to active distrust (0). 
 
Distrust in media and government institutions is widespread 
:: Social media and Congress registered the lowest levels of trust among respondents. 
:: Only two institutions—local newspapers and the military—registered a level of trust that was above 
the midpoint of the scale. 
:: Levels of trust, most notably for media institutions, varied depending on respondents' individual 
characteristics. 
 
Respondents prioritized components of trustworthiness differently for different 
institutions 
:: Five dimensions—competence, integrity, performance, accuracy, and relevance of information 
provided—were the most-reported drivers of trust in institutions among respondents. 
:: Perceived competence and integrity of representatives mattered most in assessments of trust in 
Congress; accuracy and relevance of information provided were most consistently associated with trust 
in media. Competence, performance, and accuracy of information provided were most relevant to 
reported trust in the military. 
 
Researchers examined how various respondent characteristics tied to perceptions of 
trustworthiness 
:: When such characteristics as gender, age, education, partisanship, and employment were factored 
into analysis, the result indicate that different groups of people named different components as driving 
their perceptions of trustworthiness of different institutions. 
:: Individuals who reported active distrust in the institutions examined had different demographic and 
other characteristics (and named different components of trustworthiness as relevant to their attitudes) 
from other respondents who reported no trust or distrust or higher levels of trust. 
 
Recommendation 
The results presented are intended as a first attempt at understanding how components of trust are 
related to trust in key institutions. There are several limitations to this research that should be 
considered and addressed in future research. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Heritage Stewardship 



   

  

 
6th Meeting of the Technical & Advisory Committee of the Great Museum of Africa 
November 19, 2020  
The Technical and Advisory Committee of the Great Museum of Africa (GMA) held their 6th Meeting 
Virtually due to the COVID-19 pandemic. In July 2016, the Executive Council of the African Union 
approved the establishment of the Great Museum of Africa to be located in Algiers as a Flagship Project 
of Agenda 2063 in its 1st Ten Year Implementation Plan (EX./CL/921 (XXIX))… 
 
 The Meeting was presented with the data collected from the public consultation on the Great Museum 
of Africa which highlighted the following:  Knowledge of the concept of the GMA and its main feature 
including its vision and mission; its governance structure; communication and marketing strategy.  The 
Meeting called for a wide dissemination of the survey link including social media networks to allow for 
popularization and dissemination of the Great Museum of Africa concept. The public consultation will be 
opened until the end of December 2020.  
 
…The African Charter for African Cultural Renaissance recognises the important role that culture pays 
in mobilising and unifying people around common ideals and promoting African culture to build the 
ideals of Pan-Africanism. The Great African Museum project aims to create awareness about 
Africa’s vast, dynamic and diverse cultural artefacts and the influence Africa has had and 
continues to have on the various cultures of the world in areas such as art, music, 
language, science, and so on. The Great African Museum will be a focal centre for 
preserving and promoting the African cultural heritage. 
 
The Great African Museum will be responsible for the collection, preservation, study, interpretation, and 
exhibition of Africa’s diverse cultures, heritage, history, and outstanding natural beauty, for integration, 
intercultural engagements, and economic prosperity. Through its collections, activities and advocacy, 
the Great African Museum  will inspire generations to harness the continent’s history and endowments 
for advancement and promote cultural and creative industries, integration, solidarity, respect of values 
and mutual understanding in order to foster peace and promote a positive image of Africa. 
 

 

https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20201119/6th-meeting-technical-advisory-committee-great-museum-africa
https://au.int/sites/default/files/treaties/7791-treaty-0032_-_charter_for_african_cultural_renaissance_e.pdf


   

  

:::::: 
:::::: 
 
EMERGENCIES 
 
Coronavirus [COVID-19] 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
 
Weekly Epidemiological and Operational updates  
last update: 14 November 2020, 10:30 GMT-4 
Confirmed cases ::    57 274 018    [week ago: 53 164 803]   [two weeks ago: 49 106 931]    
Confirmed deaths ::    1 368 000    [week ago:   1 300 576]  [two weeks ago:    1 239 157]    
Countries, areas or territories with cases :: 220 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Director-General's opening remarks at the media briefing on COVID-19 - 20 
November 2020 
20 November 2020  
 
Weekly epidemiological update - 17 November 2020  
Overview  
Globally in the past week, rates of new COVID-19 cases and deaths continued to increase, with almost 
4 million new cases and 60 000 new deaths recorded. Cumulatively as of 15 November 2020, 53.7 
million confirmed cases and 1.3 million deaths have been reported to WHO. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Emergencies 
 
POLIO   
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
 
Polio this week as of 18 November 2020 
:: On 13 November, the World Health Organization’s (WHO) Prequalification (PQ) program issued an 
Emergency Use Listing (EUL) recommendation for the type 2 novel oral polio vaccine (nOPV2). This will 
allow rollout of the vaccine for limited initial use in countries affected by circulating vaccine-derived 
poliovirus type 2 (cVDPV2) outbreaks…Read more  
 
Summary of new WPV and cVDPV viruses this week (AFP cases and environmental samples):  
:: Afghanistan: one WPV1 case, one WPV1 positive environmental sample and one cVDPV2 positive 
environmental sample 
:: Pakistan: one WPV1 case, three WPV1 positive environmental samples, three cVDPV2 cases and 
two cVDPV2 positive environmental samples 
:: Burkina Faso: five cVDPV2 cases 
:: Democratic Republic of the Congo: three cVDPV2 cases 
:: Ghana: one cVDPV2 positive environmental sample 

https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-media-briefing-on-covid-19---20-november-2020
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-media-briefing-on-covid-19---20-november-2020
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-epidemiological-update---17-november-2020
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-epidemiological-update---17-november-2020
http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
https://www.who.int/news/item/13-11-2020-first-ever-vaccine-listed-under-who-emergency-use
http://polioeradication.org/news-post/novel-oral-polio-vaccine-type-2-nopv2-granted-interim-emergency-use-listing-recommendation/


   

  

:: Nigeria: one cVDPV2 case 
:: Sudan: five cVDPV2 cases and three positive environmental samples 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
Democratic Republic of the Congo - No new digest announcements identified 
Mozambique floods  - No new digest announcements identified 
Nigeria - No new digest announcements identified   
Somalia - No new digest announcements identified 
South Sudan   - No new digest announcements identified 
Syrian Arab Republic  - No new digest announcements identified 
Yemen - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
Iraq  
:: Prioritizing a transition from psychiatric hospital-based to community-based mental health services in 
Iraq  16 November 2020 
 
Afghanistan - No new digest announcements identified 
Angola   - No new digest announcements identified 
Burkina Faso - No new digest announcements identified 
Burundi  - No new digest announcements identified 
Cameroon  - No new digest announcements identified 
Central African Republic - No new digest announcements identified 
Ethiopia - No new digest announcements identified 
Iran floods 2019  - No new digest announcements identified 
Libya - No new digest announcements identified 
Malawi Floods - No new digest announcements identified 
Measles in Europe - No new digest announcements identified 
MERS-CoV  - No new digest announcements identified 
Mozambique  - No new digest announcements identified 
Myanmar  - No new digest announcements identified 
Niger - No new digest announcements identified 
occupied Palestinian territory  - No new digest announcements identified 
HIV in Pakistan  - No new digest announcements identified 
Sao Tome and Principe Necrotizing Cellulitis (2017)  - No new digest announcements identified 
Sudan  - No new digest announcements identified 
Ukraine - No new digest announcements identified 
Zimbabwe - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 1 Emergencies  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
Chad  - No new digest announcements identified 

http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cod/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/mozambique
http://www.who.int/emergencies/nigeria/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/somalia/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ssd/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/syr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/yem/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/countries/irq/index.html
http://www.emro.who.int/irq/iraq-news/prioritizing-transition-from-psychiatric-hospital-based-to-community-based-mental-health-services-in-iraq.html?format=html
http://www.emro.who.int/irq/iraq-news/prioritizing-transition-from-psychiatric-hospital-based-to-community-based-mental-health-services-in-iraq.html?format=html
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/afg/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/angola
https://www.afro.who.int/fr/countries/burkina-faso
https://www.afro.who.int/countries/burundi
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cmr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/caf/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/eth/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/irn/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/lby/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/malawi
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/communicable-diseases/measles-and-rubella
http://www.who.int/emergencies/mers-cov/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/mozambique
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mmr/en/
http://afro.who.int/fr/countries/niger
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/opt/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/pandemic-epidemic-diseases/news/who-and-partners-mobilize-hiv-drugs-for-infected-children-in-pakistan.html
http://afro.who.int/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/sdn/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ukr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/zwe/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tcd/en/


   

  

Djibouti – Page not responding at inquiry 
Kenya   - No new digest announcements identified 
Mali  - No new digest announcements identified 
Namibia - viral hepatitis  - No new digest announcements identified 
Tanzania  - No new digest announcements identified 
  
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – L3 Emergencies 
The UN and its humanitarian partners are currently responding to three 'L3' emergencies. This is the 
global humanitarian system's classification for the response to the most severe, large-scale 
humanitarian crises.  
Syrian Arab Republic   
:: Recent Developments in Northwest Syria - Situation Report No. 22 - As of 18 November 2020 
…Some 80 percent of all confirmed COVID-19 cases in northwest Syria were identified in the past 
month. Seven new treatment centres have been added, for a total of 26 with a capacity of 1,110 beds, 
and precautionary measures are being reintroduced especially in the Idleb area. 
…Ongoing hostilities encroach on population areas, leading to higher civilian casualties… 
 
Yemen - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Corporate Emergencies 
When the USG/ERC declares a Corporate Emergency Response, all OCHA offices, branches and 
sections provide their full support to response activities both at HQ and in the field. 
East Africa Locust Infestation   
:: Desert Locust situation update - 20 November 2020 
 
COVID-19    
:: Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19): Weekly Epidemiological Update (17 November 2020) 

 
 
*                      *                       *                        * 

 

:: Agency/Government/IGO Watch 
We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for key 
media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on regional or global 
level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific coverage is limited. Please 
suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
 
 
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly  
[to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://www.un.org/press/en 
Selected Meetings/Press Releases/Announcements 
16 November 2020   GA/12288 

http://www.emro.who.int/fr/countries/dji/
http://www.afro.who.int/countries/kenya
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mli/en/
http://afro.who.int/news/baseline-assessment-national-viral-hepatitis-response-namibia
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tza/en/
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/syria
https://reliefweb.int/node/3689962
https://www.unocha.org/yemen
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/east-africa-locust-infestation
https://reliefweb.int/node/3690215
https://www.unocha.org/covid19
https://reliefweb.int/node/3689042
https://www.un.org/press/en


   

  

Security Council Must Reflect Twenty-First Century Realities, Delegates Tell General 
Assembly, with Many Calling for Urgent Expansion of Permanent Seats 
The realities of the twenty-first century world urgently require a reformed and expanded United 
Nations Security Council, particularly righting the historical injustice of Africa’s exclusion from 
permanent seats, delegates told the General Assembly today. 
 
17 November 2020   SG/SM/20424 
Closing Digital Divide, Ensuring Safe Online Access to Most Vulnerable Essential for 
Recovery from Pandemic, Secretary-General Tells Internet Governance Forum 
 
17 November 2020   GA/12289 
Delegates Call for Veto Power Limits, More Permanent Seats for Africa, as General 
Assembly Concludes Debate on Security Council Reform 
The General Assembly concluded its debate on Security Council reform today, with delegates calling for 
limits on the use of the veto by its permanent members and improved geographical distribution, 
particularly for Africa, on the 15-member organ tasked with upholding international peace and security. 
 
16 November 2020   GA/12288 
Security Council Must Reflect Twenty-First Century Realities, Delegates Tell General 
Assembly, with Many Calling for Urgent Expansion of Permanent Seats 
The realities of the twenty-first century world urgently require a reformed and expanded United 
Nations Security Council, particularly righting the historical injustice of Africa’s exclusion from 
permanent seats, delegates told the General Assembly today. 
 
 
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 21 Nov 2020] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true  
Top News 
Iraq: Wave of mass executions must stop, trials are unfair - UN experts 
 
Press briefing note on Syria – Idlib violations and abuses 
 
Press briefing note on Egypt-detention of human rights defenders 
 
UN experts condemn Israel’s demolition of houses in Palestinian Bedouin community 
 
Belarus: UN experts call for probe into violence against protesters 
 
 
United Nations Human Rights Council  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL 
Council News 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Committee on the Rights of the Child [to 21 Nov 2020] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/ga12288.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/ga12288.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm20424.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm20424.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/ga12289.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/ga12289.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/ga12288.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/ga12288.doc.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26526&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26524&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26523&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26522&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26520&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx


   

  

Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the sale and sexual exploitation of children   [to 21 Nov 2020] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx  
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed 
Conflict [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 
Press Releases 
On World Children’s Day, a new hope for children in Myanmar: The Democratic Karen 
Benevolent Army signs a Joint Action Plan to End & Prevent the Recruitment and Use of 
Children 
Friday, 20 November 2020 
 
Democratic Republic of the Congo: Opportunities to Protect Conflict-Affected Children and 
Progress in Accountability, yet Significant Challenges Remain 
Tuesday, 17 November 2020 
 
 
SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict 
[to 21 Nov 2020] 
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/  
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights   [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx 
Latest News 
UN human rights expert to assess impact of EU policy on poverty 
18 November 2020 

Joint statement by UN Special Procedures mandate-holders on World Toilet Day (19 
November 2020)  
16 November 2020 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable 
standard of physical and mental health  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx 
Latest News 
Joint statement by UN Special Procedures mandate-holders on World Toilet Day (19 
November 2020)  

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/2020/11/on-world-childrens-day-a-new-hope-for-children-in-myanmar-the-democratic-karen-benevolent-army-signs-a-joint-action-plan-to-end-prevent-the-recruitment-and-use-of-children/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/2020/11/on-world-childrens-day-a-new-hope-for-children-in-myanmar-the-democratic-karen-benevolent-army-signs-a-joint-action-plan-to-end-prevent-the-recruitment-and-use-of-children/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/2020/11/on-world-childrens-day-a-new-hope-for-children-in-myanmar-the-democratic-karen-benevolent-army-signs-a-joint-action-plan-to-end-prevent-the-recruitment-and-use-of-children/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/2020/11/democratic-republic-of-the-congo-opportunities-to-protect-conflict-affected-children-and-progress-in-accountability-yet-significant-challenges-remain/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/2020/11/democratic-republic-of-the-congo-opportunities-to-protect-conflict-affected-children-and-progress-in-accountability-yet-significant-challenges-remain/
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26518&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26510&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26510&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26510&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26510&LangID=E


   

  

16 November 2020 
 
 
Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx 
Latest News 
Joint statement by UN Special Procedures mandate-holders on World Toilet Day (19 
November 2020)  
16 November 2020 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples   [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx 
Latest news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN OCHA [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://www.unocha.org/  
Selected Press Releases      
20 November 2020 
Emirates Red Crescent mobile clinic attacked in Taizz Governorate [EN/AR] 
 
19 November 2020 
UN and humanitarian partners in Honduras call for US$69.2 million to assist 450,000 
people affected by Tropical Storm Eta 
 
19 November 2020 
Joint Statement on Data Protection and Privacy in the COVID-19 Response 
 
20 November 2020 
International community heeds UN call, provides P182M typhoon aid to the Philippines 
 
18 November 2020 
Nigeria: UN allocates emergency $15 million to fight rising hunger 
 
 
Centre for Humanitarian Data/HDX  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://centre.humdata.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26510&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26510&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx
https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases
https://reliefweb.int/node/3689974
https://reliefweb.int/node/3689869
https://reliefweb.int/node/3689869
https://reliefweb.int/node/3689822
https://reliefweb.int/node/3689463
https://reliefweb.int/node/3689131
https://centre.humdata.org/


   

  

UNICEF  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases 
Selected Press releases, Statements 
Press release 
11/20/2020  
Presidents, Prime Ministers, UNICEF Goodwill Ambassadors and global businesses unite 
with children and young people on World Children’s Day  
 
Press release 
11/20/2020  
UNICEF announces launch of Country Office in Greece on World Children’s Day  
 
News note 
11/20/2020  
Geneva Palais briefing note on the situation of Ethiopian children fleeing into Sudan and 
UNICEF’s response  
 
Statement 
11/19/2020  
2.3 million children in Tigray region of Ethiopia need humanitarian assistance, as 
thousands flee across border into Sudan  
Statement by UNICEF Executive Director Henrietta Fore  
 
Statement 
11/19/2020  
UNICEF Executive Director Henrietta Fore's remarks at Children & Armed Conflict 
Luncheon  
As prepared for delivery  
 
Press release 
11/19/2020  
UNICEF appeals for US$42.6 million to deliver humanitarian assistance in hurricane-struck 
Central America  
 
Press release 
11/18/2020  
UNICEF calls for averting a lost generation as COVID-19 threatens to cause irreversible 
harm to children’s education, nutrition and well-being  
Children and adolescents account for 1 in 9 of reported COVID-19 infections, according to new analysis 
released ahead of World Children’s Day  
 
Press release 
11/18/2020  
UNICEF welcomes end of Ebola outbreak in the Equateur Province of the DRC  
 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 21 Nov 2020] 
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html 

https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/presidents-prime-ministers-unicef-goodwill-ambassadors-and-global-businesses-unite
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/presidents-prime-ministers-unicef-goodwill-ambassadors-and-global-businesses-unite
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-announces-launch-country-office-greece-world-childrens-day
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/geneva-palais-briefing-note-situation-ethiopian-children-fleeing-sudan-and-unicefs
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/geneva-palais-briefing-note-situation-ethiopian-children-fleeing-sudan-and-unicefs
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/23-million-children-tigray-region-ethiopia-need-humanitarian-assistance-thousands
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/23-million-children-tigray-region-ethiopia-need-humanitarian-assistance-thousands
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-executive-director-henrietta-fores-remarks-children-armed-conflict-luncheon
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-executive-director-henrietta-fores-remarks-children-armed-conflict-luncheon
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-appeals-us426-million-deliver-humanitarian-assistance-hurricane-struck
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-appeals-us426-million-deliver-humanitarian-assistance-hurricane-struck
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-calls-averting-lost-generation-covid-19-threatens-cause-irreversible-harm
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-calls-averting-lost-generation-covid-19-threatens-cause-irreversible-harm
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-welcomes-end-ebola-outbreak-equateur-province-drc
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html


   

  

Selected Announcements  
Urgent support needed to help Ethiopian refugees reaching Sudan 
20 Nov 2020  
 
Life-saving evacuations from Libya to Rwanda resume after nearly a year 
20 Nov 2020  
 
UNHCR warns 2020 risks lowest resettlement levels in recent history 
19 Nov 2020  
 
Pace of Ethiopian refugee arrivals in Sudan unseen in the last two decades 
17 Nov 2020  
 
IOM and UNHCR carry out joint visit to the Canary Islands amid increasing arrivals 
16 Nov 2020  
 
First Central African refugees return from DRC since COVID-19 outbreak 
16 Nov 2020  
 
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 21 Nov 2020]  
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
Selected Announcements 
Decongestion Efforts Begin in Displacement Camps in North-East Nigeria Amid Growing 
Humanitarian Needs  
2020-11-20 15:09 
Maiduguri – Unrelenting violence in north-east Nigeria has prompted new waves of displacement to 
congested camps in 2020. The International Organization for Migration (IOM) has begun rolling out a 
new decongestion strategy in collaboration with humanitarian partners that aims to... 
 
2020 Death Toll in West Africa Sea Route Tops 500 Amid Uptick in Departures  
2020-11-20 15:09 
Dakar – The International Organization for Migration (IOM) is extremely concerned about the increase 
in deaths recorded on the West Africa route to the Canary Islands. So far this year, IOM’s Missing 
Migrants Project has recorded more than 500 deaths, most of them during the... 
 
Joint Statement on Data Protection and Privacy in the COVID-19 Response 
2020-11-19 22:26 
Geneva– A Joint Statement on Data Protection and Privacy in the COVID-19 response was issued today 
after endorsement by the undersigned UN System Organizations. Developed by the UN Privacy Policy 
Group, an inter-agency group on data privacy and data protection, the... 
 
IOM Launches a Guide on Counter-Trafficking Information Management in Humanitarian 
Settings   
2020-11-17 15:23 
Geneva – The International Organization for Migration (IOM) has launched the “Counter-Trafficking in 
Emergencies: Information Management Guide” to provide guidance on how to reinforce counter-
trafficking-specific data collection and its analysis in... 

https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/11/5fb78cec4/urgent-support-needed-help-ethiopian-refugees-reaching-sudan.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/11/5fb78cec4/urgent-support-needed-help-ethiopian-refugees-reaching-sudan.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/11/5fb78cec4/urgent-support-needed-help-ethiopian-refugees-reaching-sudan.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/11/5fb78be44/life-saving-evacuations-libya-rwanda-resume-nearly-year.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/11/5fb78be44/life-saving-evacuations-libya-rwanda-resume-nearly-year.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/11/5fb78be44/life-saving-evacuations-libya-rwanda-resume-nearly-year.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/11/5fb78be44/life-saving-evacuations-libya-rwanda-resume-nearly-year.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/11/5fb4e6f24/unhcr-warns-2020-risks-lowest-resettlement-levels-recent-history.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/11/5fb4e6f24/unhcr-warns-2020-risks-lowest-resettlement-levels-recent-history.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/11/5fb4e6f24/unhcr-warns-2020-risks-lowest-resettlement-levels-recent-history.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/11/5fb4e6f24/unhcr-warns-2020-risks-lowest-resettlement-levels-recent-history.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/11/5fb391214/pace-ethiopian-refugee-arrivals-sudan-unseen-decades.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/11/5fb391214/pace-ethiopian-refugee-arrivals-sudan-unseen-decades.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/11/5fb391214/pace-ethiopian-refugee-arrivals-sudan-unseen-decades.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/11/5fb391214/pace-ethiopian-refugee-arrivals-sudan-unseen-decades.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/11/5fb2958f4/iom-unhcr-carry-joint-visit-canary-islands-amid-increasing-arrivals.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/11/5fb2958f4/iom-unhcr-carry-joint-visit-canary-islands-amid-increasing-arrivals.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/11/5fb2958f4/iom-unhcr-carry-joint-visit-canary-islands-amid-increasing-arrivals.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/11/5fb2958f4/iom-unhcr-carry-joint-visit-canary-islands-amid-increasing-arrivals.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/11/5fb268744/first-central-african-refugees-return-drc-since-covid-19-outbreak.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/11/5fb268744/first-central-african-refugees-return-drc-since-covid-19-outbreak.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/11/5fb268744/first-central-african-refugees-return-drc-since-covid-19-outbreak.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/11/5fb268744/first-central-african-refugees-return-drc-since-covid-19-outbreak.html
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases
https://www.iom.int/news/decongestion-efforts-begin-displacement-camps-north-east-nigeria-amid-growing-humanitarian
https://www.iom.int/news/decongestion-efforts-begin-displacement-camps-north-east-nigeria-amid-growing-humanitarian
https://www.iom.int/news/2020-death-toll-west-africa-sea-route-tops-500-amid-uptick-departures
https://www.iom.int/news/joint-statement-data-protection-and-privacy-covid-19-response
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-launches-guide-counter-trafficking-information-management-humanitarian-settings
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-launches-guide-counter-trafficking-information-management-humanitarian-settings


   

  

 
iDiaspora: Accelerating Diaspora’s Global Engagement in the Post-Pandemic Era 
2020-11-16 20:09 
Geneva – The iDiaspora Platform was officially launched on 8 October 2018 during the International 
Dialogue on Migration in Geneva. In the past two years, iDiaspora has successfully positioned itself as a 
digital platform where global diasporas exchange key information and good... 
 
 
UNAIDS [to 21 Nov 2020]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
Selected Press Releases/Reports/Statements 
20 November 2020 
UNAIDS joins partners to call for better testing, treatment and prevention of HIV and TB 
among children  
   On World Children’s Day, UNAIDS is joining with partners to call for accelerated access to better tools 
to prevent, diagnose and treat HIV in children and tuberculosis (TB) in children living with HIV with a 
joint statement announcing the launch of the Rome Action Plan 2020… 
   On 5 and 6 November, the Vatican’s Cardinal Turkson convened the virtual Rome Five meeting. This 
innovative dialogue brought together leaders from the private and public sectors, governments, 
regulatory authorities, faith-based and community-based organizations and other implementing 
partners to find solutions to reduce the burden of HIV and TB among children 
   The meeting resulted in a new Rome Action Plan 2020, a series of ambitious commitments made by 
participating organizations aimed at overcoming the bottlenecks to HIV and TB services for children. 
Among the many commitments made by the partner organizations, UNAIDS has committed to 
supporting governments to collect and report on the burden of HIV and TB among children so that 
national responses can be targeted to where they are most needed. UNAIDS will set and report on 
ambitious age-specific global targets for the prevention, testing and successful treatment of HIV in 
children and TB in children living with HIV. UNAIDS will continue to advocate at the highest political 
level for increased investment and committed actions at the country level so that the world can get on 
track to ending AIDS and TB among children living with HIV. 
 
16 November 2020 
New faith-based initiative launched in Côte d’Ivoire  
 
16 November 2020 
HIV financing gap widening  
   The funding gap for HIV responses is widening. Momentum established following global agreement 
on the Millennium Development Goals in 2000 has been lost in the Sustainable Development Goal era. 
Increases in resources for HIV responses in low- and middle-income countries halted in 2017, with 
funding decreasing by 7% between 2017 and 2019 (to US$ 18.6 billion in constant 2016 United States 
dollars).   
   The total funding available in 2019 for HIV in these countries amounted to about 70% of the 2020 
target set by the United Nations General Assembly… 
  
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 21 Nov 2020]  
20 November 2020   News release 
World leaders join forces to fight the accelerating crisis of antimicrobial resistance 

https://www.iom.int/news/idiaspora-accelerating-diasporas-global-engagement-post-pandemic-era
http://www.unaids.org/en
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/november/20201120_world-childrens-day
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/november/20201120_world-childrens-day
https://www.paediatrichivactionplan.org/2020-world-children-s-day-statement
https://www.paediatrichivactionplan.org/high-level-dialogues
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/november/20201116_new-faith-based-initiative-launched-in-cote-d-ivoire
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/november/20201116_hiv-financing-gap-widening
https://www.who.int/news/item/20-11-2020-world-leaders-join-forces-to-fight-the-accelerating-crisis-of-antimicrobial-resistance
https://www.who.int/news/item/20-11-2020-world-leaders-join-forces-to-fight-the-accelerating-crisis-of-antimicrobial-resistance
https://www.who.int/news/item/20-11-2020-world-leaders-join-forces-to-fight-the-accelerating-crisis-of-antimicrobial-resistance


   

  

 
20 November 2020   Departmental news 
WHO and other stakeholders join forces to accelerate access to effective paediatric HIV 
and tuberculosis diagnostics and medicines 
 
19 November 2020   Statement 
Joint Statement on Data Protection and Privacy in the COVID-19 Response 
 
19 November 2020   Departmental news 
Learning from history: Sanitation for prosperity 
 
19 November 2020   Departmental news 
Regulating sanitation services as a public good 
 
18 November 2020   Departmental news 
Your Right To A Better World 
 
17 November 2020   News release 
A cervical cancer-free future: First-ever global commitment to eliminate a cancer 
 
17 November 2020   Departmental news 
WHO-commissioned global systematic review finds high HCV prevalence and incidence 
among men who have sex with men  
 
17 November 2020   Departmental news 
WHO announces certification programme for trans fat elimination 
 
17 November 2020   Departmental news 
WHO launches new roadmap on human resource strategies to ensure that all newborns 
survive and thrive 
    Today, on World Prematurity Day, WHO launched a new Roadmap on human resource strategies to 
improve newborn care in health facilities in low- and middle-income countries, aimed at improving 
quality of care for newborns, including small and sick babies, and supporting countries to achieve the 
SDG target to reduce neonatal mortality to less than 12 per 1000 live births by 2030… 
 
17 November 2020   Departmental news 
HIV drug resistance: World Antimicrobial Awareness Week 2020 
 
16 November 2020   Departmental news 
WHO releases new estimates of the global burden of cervical cancer associated with HIV 
 
16 November 2020   Departmental news 
WHO launches assistive technology capacity assessment (ATA-C) 
 
15 November 2020   Departmental news 
MVIP update – 1 million doses administered, Kenya 1st anniversary, cooperation for 
vaccine access 
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   More than one year on across the pilot countries of Ghana, Kenya and Malawi, more than 1 million 
doses of the RTS,S/AS01 malaria vaccine have been administered, and an estimated 480,000 children 
have received their first dose of vaccine in childhood vaccination and should benefit from this additional 
malaria prevention. 
   Kenya marked its 1st anniversary of the launch of the pilot in September, with more than 128,000 
children reached with vaccine, and one country health official expressing “a great sense of pride” in 
being part of the effort to protect children from malaria. 
  Malaria vaccination is continuing in all participating countries without major disruptions and there is 
good uptake of the vaccine, despite the challenges posed by the COVID-19 pandemic..  
 
15 November 2020   Departmental news 
Henrietta Lacks: A centennial celebration 
 
15 November 2020   Departmental news 
Towards Cervical Cancer elimination in the Americas 
 
:::::: 
 
Immunization as an essential health service: guiding principles for immunization activities 
during the COVID-19 pandemic and other times of severe disruption 
10 November 2020 
Download (333.7 kB) 
Overview  
This document, endorsed by the WHO Strategic Advisory Group of Experts on Immunization, provides 
guiding principles to support countries in their decision-making regarding provision or resumption of 
immunization services during severe disruptive events such as COVID-19, natural disasters or 
humanitarian emergencies. It incorporates the Immunization Agenda 2030 principles of being people-
centred, country-owned, partnership-based and data-guided. 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO      
:: What’s the cause? Certifying deaths in sub-Saharan Africa 
19 November 2020   Brazzaville – About two thirds of countries in the African region do not have 
reliable data on births, deaths, and causes of death, a recent World Health Organization (WHO) 
assessment found. The absence of this crucial information complicates effective health responses and 
policy-making in region. 
:: Defeating Ebola in the Democratic Republic of the Congo  18 November 2020  
:: How chats on private parts and cervical cancer are helping to defeat the disease in ... 
17 November 2020   Playing on radios across Zambia this month is an upbeat piano snippet with a 
female radio personality speaking words of warning for women that have always been considered 
taboo. 
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
No new digest content identified 
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WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
No new digest content identified 
 
WHO European Region EURO  
:: Regional Director’s visit cements stronger cooperation on health in Albania 20-11-2020  
:: Next steps to deliver “United Action for Better Health” in Europe 20-11-2020  
:: Doing our share, a new horizon with technological and pharmaceutical development, and preserving 
the rights of children 19-11-2020  
:: WHO/Europe highlights how alcohol undermines sustainable development across the WHO European 
Region 18-11-2020  
::Coming together to identify health-workforce needs in small countries 18-11-2020  
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: WHO Regional Director's statement for virtual press briefing, 19 November 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
No new digest content identified 
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2020/ 
Press Releases 
20/11/20 
World leaders join forces to fight the accelerating crisis of antimicrobial resistance  
 
 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 21 Nov 2020] 
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release 
Meetings and events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 21 Nov 2020] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
Latest from News Centre 
Africa Futures Forum 
The COVID-19 pandemic reminds us of the complex societal, governance and security linkages that 
underpin sustainable development.    
Posted on November 19, 2020 
 
Women’s Entrepreneurship Day 
Statement by Mirjana Spoljaric Egger on the occasion of Women's Entrepreneurship Day.  
Posted on November 18, 2020 
 
UN Forum on Business and Human Rights  
Statement delivered by Asako Okai at the 2020 Virtual UN Forum on Business and Human Rights   
Posted on November 16, 2020 
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UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/ 
Meetings and events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://www.unenvironment.org/ 
Press Releases/Speeches 
19 Nov 2020   Press release  
Improve human waste management in African countries for better health, environment 
and economy 
Nairobi/Colombo, 19 November 2020 - Poor sanitation continues to pose major health, environmental 
and socioeconomic risks in many African countries, according to new research by the International 
Water Management… 
 
 
UNDRR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://www.undrr.org/ 
Latest news 
Updates   22 November 2020  
Japan celebrates the achievements of pioneers in tsunami risk reduction  
Ahead of this year’s World Tsunami Awareness Day (WTAD) on 5 November, three winners of the 2020 
Hamaguchi Award were announced by the International Promotion Committee for Tsunami/Coastal 
Disaster Resilience Technology. 
 
 
UN DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/  
News 
19 Nov 2020 | DESA 
Ensure safe and hygienic sanitation for all, UN urges, marking World Toilet Day 
The UN is marking World Toilet Day on Thursday, in a bid to reinforce the need for equal access to 
sanitation for all. More than a quarter of the global population lack basic facilities, and more than three 
billion people live in homes without basic hand washing facilities, soap and water.  
 
17 Nov 2020 | DESA 
Internet Governance Forum calls for global unity to bridge digital divides 
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Advancing digital inclusion and narrowing digital divides will build a strong recovery as the world strives 
to tackle the COVID-19 pandemic, the 15th annual Internet Governance Forum (IGF) heard today as it 
concluded after a series of high-level roundtable discussions. 
 
17 Nov 2020 | DESA 
To recover better from COVID-19, we must invest in… forests 
As COVID-19 continues to wreak havoc on our economies and societies, the United Nations today 
called for the inclusion of forest financing in efforts to recover from the pandemic.  
 
 
UNESCO  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
http://en.unesco.org/news 
Selected Latest News  
UNESCO and its Partners Save 78 Historic Buildings from Collapse in Yemen 
22/11/2020 
…Indeed, within its EU-funded project “Cash for Work: Promoting Livelihood Opportunities for Urban 
Youth in Yemen” UNESCO and its partners have (as of 30 September 2020) : surveyed over 8.000 
historical buildings, stabilized and/or rehabilitated 78 historical buildings consisting mainly of private 
houses and public spaces; enrolled over 848 young workers (781 males and 67 females, representing 
5,513 household members) over 17,865 working days in urban rehabilitation works; engaged over 250 
youth in cash-based cultural programming and communication campaign on heritage; organized 4 
capacity building and consultative workshops for 50 culture operators; and disbursed small grants to 8 
cultural CSOs to boost income-generation in the creative sector… 
 
International Day against Illicit Trafficking in Cultural Property 
22/11/2020 
 Held every year on 14 November, the International  Day against Illicit Trafficking  in  Cultural Property 
reminds the world that theft, looting and illicit trafficking of cultural property takes place in every 
country, robbing people of their culture, identity and history, and that we have to work together to 
combat this crime.  
   Illicit trafficking in cultural property has many causes, and ignorance and poor ethics are at its very 
root. Illicitly traded cultural property is often transferred either through illicit markets worldwide or 
through licit markets such as auctions, including through the Internet. People, governments, the art-
market and institutions can do their part to fight this by raising awareness, being informed and ethical 
when buying and selling art and cultural objects, enacting and respecting laws, and protecting cultural 
heritage and property. 
   UNESCO first adopted 14 November as the International Day against Illicit Trafficking in Cultural 
Property during its 40th General Conference in 2019, with the aim of drawing more attention to this 
crime and the ways to combat it, as well as to highlight the importance of international cooperation 
and proactive measures through the Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit 
Import, Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property (1970). This Convention, which 
celebrated its 50th anniversary in 2020, provides an international framework for the prevention of theft 
and looting and the return and return of stolen cultural property, in parallel with other advances in the 
fight against illicit trafficking… 
 
 
International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS)  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://www.icomos.org/en/ 
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Announcements 
ICOMOS, ICA, IFLA and ICOM statement on the situation of cultural heritage in the 
Nagorno Karabakh region 
   ICOMOS, ICA, IFLA and ICOM have issued a Statement on November 20 regarding the situation of 
cultural heritage in the Nagorno Karabakh region, following the ceasefire agreement that was 
implemented in the Nagorno-Karabakh region on November 10, to call all parties involved to 
proactively ensure full respect and protection of all the cultural heritage in the concerned areas. 
Download and read the full statement of ICOMOS, ICA, IFLA and ICOM. 
 
Follow ICOMOS Canada's Webinar Discussions on Indigenous World Heritage  
   Between November 2020 and March 2021, ICOMOS Canada will serve as the Secretariat for the 
ICOMOS Working Group on Indigenous heritage. As the Secretariat, ICOMOS Canada will convene 
stakeholders internationally to explore guiding principles and prepare a Terms of Reference that will 
guide the ICOMOS working group on Indigenous heritage for the years to come. 
ICOMOS Canada will organise webinar discussions in support of the work of the Indigenous Heritage 
Working Group. The first discussion will take place on 26 November 2020, from 3:30 PM to 5:30 PM 
EST, on the theme: Place, Nature, Culture, and Environment 
 
 
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp 
Press Releases 
UNODC Co-Organizes the VII International Conference on Novel Psychoactive Substances 
(NPS) 
18/11/2020 
 
 
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
http://unhabitat.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 21 Nov 2020] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Food Programme  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://www.wfp.org/news 
News releases 
20 November 2020  
WFP appeals for urgent funding to support Ethiopian refugees in Sudan  
KHARTOUM - The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) is calling for US$24.6 million to meet 
the immediate needs of Ethiopian refugees seeking safety in Sudan. The conflict in the Tigray region of 
Ethiopia that escalated on 4 November, has forced more than 30,000 Ethiopians to flee across the 
border into Sudan.  
 
20 November 2020  
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WFP and the Government of Japan partner to support vulnerable populations in Cameroon  
Yaoundé – The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) today welcomed a US$ 1.87 million 
(1,045,748,252 FCFA) contribution from the Government of Japan to provide food and nutrition 
assistance to more than 207,000 people in the Far North, North, Adamawa, East, North West and 
South West regions of Cameroon.  
 
18 November 2020  
European Union provides support to WFP as Syrians face unprecedented food insecurity  
DAMASCUS – The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) welcomes a donation of €2 million 
from the European Union (EU) for monthly food assistance for Syrian families facing unprecedented 
levels of hunger. 
 
16 November 2020  
France supports WFP boosting resilience of vulnerable families in Sudan  
KHARTOUM - The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) welcomed a €500,000 contribution 
from France to boost the resilience of chronically food-insecure families in Sudan.  
 
16 November 2020  
New funding from the European Union helps WFP tackle severe hunger in Haiti  
 
 
PORT-AU-PRINCE – The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) in Haiti welcomes a contribution 
of €2 million from the European Union (EU) that will provide emergency cash assistance to 27,000 
severely food insecure people over four months and support the coordination of humanitarian actors on 
food security and cash-based interventions.  
 
16 November 2020  
Rome meeting calls for unparalleled collaboration in tackling multiple global crises  
ROME – The COVID-19 pandemic is reversing development gains and testing the foundations of global 
peace, yet it also presents an unprecedented opportunity to collaborate in helping governments and 
communities build back better. This is the core theme of a high-level virtual meeting in Rome today 
(1500 CET), bringing together top representatives of the United Nations, international financial 
institutions, African Union and European Union and governments.  
 
16 November 2020  
Donating after a disaster? Think outside the box! WFP Pacific launches campaign to 
promote responsible giving to the Pacific after disasters.  
Suva, Fiji – As the 2020 Pacific cyclone season is now upon us, the World Food Programme is launching 
a website to highlight the need for donating responsibly after disasters. Launched today the 
DonateResponsibly website aims to educate and inform Australian and New Zealand audiences about 
why donating goods overseas after disasters can be unhelpful and even harmful. Its mission is to 
promote more effective ways to donate.  
 
 
ILO International Labour Organization  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm 
G20 Leaders’ Summit 
ILO welcomes G20 continued commitment to safeguard livelihoods   
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22 November 2020  
ILO Director-General says job protection and creation, social protection and social dialogue are 
essential to minimize the long-term damage from the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
World Children’s Day 
Kids United sings against child labour   
20 November 2020  
French youth music group, Kids United New Generation, has lent their voices to the ILO’s global 
campaign to end child labour. Their latest song highlights the urgent need to take action and calls on 
governments and organizations around the world to do more. 
 
World Children’s Day 
Child labour is an affront to our common values   
20 November 2020  
The universal ratification of the ILO’s Convention on the Worst Forms of Child Labour is a positive step 
for Africa’s children says Cynthia Samuel-Olonjuwon, ILO Assistant Director-General and Regional 
Director for Africa. 
 
Garment sector in Asia and the Pacific 
Women hit hard by COVID-19 impact on garment sector   
20 November 2020  
A new brief highlights COVID-19 impacts on women and men workers in the garment sector and 
recommendations for a gender-responsive recovery. 
 
Blog 
Five steps to help women entrepreneurs cross the business gender divide   
19 November 2020  
Women entrepreneurs tend to be stuck at the lower end of the business value chain, while their male 
counterparts make more profits at the high end. The ILO has developed a five step model to help 
women cross the business gender divide. 
 
Press release 
Skills and lifelong learning critical for all workers    
18 November 2020  
A new guide addresses the challenges facing workers needing to update their skills and embark on 
lifelong learning. 
 
GB roundup 
A look back at the 340th session of the ILO Governing Body   
17 November 2020  
The November 2020 session of the ILO Governing Body ended on 14 November. ILO News discussed 
the highlights with Juan Llobera, Clerk of the Governing Body. 
 
 
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
http://www.icao.int/  
Latest News 
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Increased liberalization and intra-regional resilience key to aviation recovery in Africa – 
ICAO SG 
16/11/20 
 
 
IMO International Maritime Organization  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://www.imo.org/ 
Latest Press Briefings  
20 November 2020 
Protecting Egypt’s seas from marine litter 
Provision of adequate reception facilities is key to supporting implementation of garbage regulations 
contained in Annex V of the International convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships 
(MARPOL). Egypt is the latest country to benefit from a national training workshop (17-19 November) 
on implementation and enforcement of MARPOL Annex V (prevention of pollution by garbage from 
ships), which prohibits disposal of plastics and restricts disposal of other ship-generated solid wastes at 
sea. 
 
19 November 2020  
Newly certified quality management system for Member State Audit Scheme 
The IMO Member State Audit Scheme (IMSAS) is key to promoting consistent and effective 
implementation of IMO instruments – assisting countries to improve their capabilities as flag, coastal 
and port States. To further this process, audits and follow-up audits of Member States are being 
organized and implemented through a quality management system, which has now been certified by 
an independent external accredited certification body. 
 
17 November 2020  
IMO and UNEP to host 2021 Maritime Zero-Low Carbon Innovation Forum 
The International Maritime Organization (IMO) and the United Nations Environment Programme 
(UNEP) will jointly organize, with financial support from Norway, a Maritime Zero- and Low-Emission 
Innovation Forum in June 2021. The aim is to bring together interested stakeholders to showcase the 
latest developments in research and development which support decarbonization of the maritime 
sector, in line with the IMO initial GHG Strategy. 
 
16 November 2020  
IMO Committee holds key discussions on GHG reduction measures  
Crucial measures to further reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions from ships will be discussed by 
IMO’s Marine Environment Protection Committee (MEPC), which is meeting virtually this week (16-20 
November). Firstly, the MEPC is expected to adopt amendments to the International Convention for the 
Prevention of Pollution from Ships (MARPOL) to significantly strengthen the “phase 3” requirements of 
the Energy Efficiency Design Index (EEDI) – meaning that new ships built from 2022 will have to be 
significantly more energy-efficient. 
 
16 November 2020  
Vaccine hope but multiple solutions needed to resolve crew change crisis 
The availability of COVID-19 vaccines and rapid, standardised testing for the virus could be crucial in 
helping to resolve the ongoing crew change crisis. However, a meeting of a cross section of UN 
agencies, shipping organizations, unions and maritime and logistics businesses, agreed that the focus 
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needs to be on developing a range of practical solutions. Some 400,000 seafarers are stuck at sea, 
months beyond their contracted time, with increasing reports of severe fatigue and mental distress. 
 
 
WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release 
Press Releases 
WMO Reviews Data Policy 
Press Release  
Publish Date:  16 November 2020  
   The World Meteorological Organization (WMO) has promoted free and open exchange of weather, 
climate and water data since 1873, and has created a global standardized network, which is the 
cornerstone of weather, climate and hydrological services. Lack of data from several regions has a 
negative impact on accuracy of early warning services globally, but especially in data sparse regions. 
 
 
UPU  Universal Postal Union   [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://www.upu.int/en/News-Media/Press/Press-Releases 
Press Releases 
Press release on Data Protection and Privacy in the COVID-19 Response 
11/19/2020 —  
   A Joint Statement on Data Protection and Privacy in the COVID-19 response was issued today after 
endorsement by the undersigned UN System Organizations. 
 
 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html 
News 
Industrial policy and the road to recovery  
   VIENNA, 16 November 2020 - The COVID-19 pandemic is posing enormous challenges to economic 
development, yet it may also unveil new opportunities to ‘build back better’. Renewed industrial policies 
can play a significant role in shaping the road to overcome the crisis and set countries back on the path 
of economic development.   
 
 
International Organization for Standardization (ISO)  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/ 
News 
By Clare Naden on 20 November 2020  
When disaster strikes  
A new standard for community-based early warning systems just published: ISO 22328-1, Security and 
resilience – Emergency management – Part 1: General guidelines for the implementation of a 
community-based disaster early warning system, outlines processes that can help those in hazard-
prone areas to get out in time.  
 
By Clare Naden on 19 November 2020  
Turning waste into useful resources  
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Supporting the right to safe sanitation on World Toilet Day.: ISO 31800, Faecal sludge treatment units 
– Energy independent, prefabricated, community-scale, resource recovery units – Safety and 
performance requirements, specifies requirements and test methods to ensure the performance and 
safety of units that can serve up to a hundred thousand people. The standard will help to promote 
trust amongst industry players and grow the market for this technology, ultimately improving the 
livelihoods and health of many. 
 
 
UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://www.unwto.org/news 
News 
Americas   COVID-19  
UNWTO Official Visit to Brazil to Support Sustainable Recovery of Tourism  
19 Nov 2020 
 
 
WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 21 Nov 2020] 
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/ 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CBD  Convention on Biological Diversity [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://www.cbd.int/ 
Announcements 
20.11.2020 Abrupt permafrost thaw alters microbial structure and function  
 
20.11.2020 Researchers discover 'missing' piece of Hawaii's formation  
 
:::::: 
 
USAID [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Announcements 
United States Provides Humanitarian Aid in the Republic of Colombia After Hurricane Iota  
November 19, 2020 
The United States, through the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), is providing 
$100,000 to support the response of the Government of Colombia to assist people affected by 
Hurricane Iota. On November 16, 2020, the powerful Category 5 storm passed over Colombia’s 
Providencia, San Andrés, and Santa Catalina islands, where heavy rainfall, flooding, and storm surges 
caused widespread damage. 
 
USAID Participates in Global Health Security Agenda Ministerial, Calls on the Governments 
of Member Countries to Make New Commitments  
November 19, 2020 
From November 18 to 20, 2020, the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) will 
be participating in the official United States Delegation to the Sixth Global Health Security Agenda 
(GHSA) Ministerial, hosted this year by the Government of the Kingdom of Thailand in a live virtual 
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format. USAID is coming together with interagency colleagues from across the U.S. Government — 
including representatives from the Departments of State, Health and Human Services, and Defense, 
and others — as well as delegations from the governments of dozens of partner countries, non-
governmental organizations, and international agencies, to discuss critical issues related to global 
health security. 
 
USAID Welcomes the Official Declaration of the End of the Ebola Outbreak in the 
Northwestern Democratic Republic of Congo  
November 18, 2020 
Today, the Government of the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) declared an end to the epidemic of 
Ebola in Northwestern Équateur Province, which began on June 1, 2020. The U.S. Agency for 
International Development (USAID) congratulates the Government of the DRC, its international and 
local partners, and the Congolese people for having stopped two outbreaks of the deadly disease in 
one year. National authorities declared that a previous outbreak of Ebola in the Eastern DRC – the 
second-largest in history – ended on June 25, 2020, after nearly two years. 
 
USAID to Launch New, Continent-Wide Prosper Africa Program in Trade and Investment  
November 17, 2020 
Today, U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) Acting Deputy Administrator John Barsa 
announced a brand new, continent-wide Prosper Africa program in trade and investment. Worth up to 
$500 million over five years, subject to the availability of funds, this flagship program will offer new 
and expanded support services to increase two-way trade and investment between Africa and the 
United States substantially. For every $1 of public funding, Prosper Africa is expected to leverage more 
than $9 in private investment, which will deliver billions of dollars in exports and investments and 
create hundreds of thousands of African and American jobs by 2026. 
 
The United States Provides $18 Million to Support Medical Oxygen Systems in Countries 
Affected by COVID-19  
November 16, 2020 
The U.S. Government, through the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), has obligated 
$18 million to support the provision of medical oxygen across 11 affected countries:  the Islamic 
Republic of Afghanistan; and the Republics of Bolivia, Ecuador, Ghana, Guatemala, Haïti, Honduras, 
Kenya, Mozambique, Perú, and Tajikistan.  Supplemental oxygen is an essential, life-saving treatment 
for people ill with COVID-19.  The funds announced will purchase and distribute oxygen-generating 
equipment and related consumables and durables, and finance technical assistance to train health-care 
workers to use them.  
 
 
Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office [nee DFID]  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/foreign-commonwealth-development-office 
Selected Press Releases. Announcements 
UK response to arrests of human rights workers in Egypt  
   The UK is deeply concerned about the arrest of 3 staff members from the Egyptian Initiative for 
Personal Rights (EIPR). 
Updated: 22 November 2020  
 
Nuremberg tribunal: UK statement  
Delivered by Ambassador Neil Bush at the OSCE Permanent Council on 19 November 2020. 
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Updated: 20 November 2020  
   The Nuremberg Trials were the first of their kind. After one of history’s darkest chapters, they 
marked a reassertion of justice, human rights and accountability. They set a precedent for the 
prosecution of war crimes and genocide in Cambodia, the former Yugoslavia, Rwanda, and others. And 
they led to the creation of the ICC. 
   History records the fact that Nuremberg paved the way for all the efforts to pursue justice that 
followed. This anniversary allows us to reflect on our history, while ensuring that history is not used as 
a political tool. It also allows us to holds a mirror to the lessons we have learnt, and the progress we 
have made. 
   Given the impunity we still see today, it’s a timely reminder of the need to recommit to strengthening 
international criminal justice. 
   The UK played a key role at Nuremberg, just as we have in the development of international law in 
the decades since. The struggle is far from over. We pledge to continue to bring an end to impunity for 
the worst crimes. And we do so in close partnership with every nation who shares those values and our 
collective vision of a safer and more just world. 
 
Declaration of humanity by leaders of faith and leaders of belief  
Leaders from many faiths and beliefs call to prevent sexual violence in conflict and denounce the 
stigma faced by survivors, including children born of sexual violence. 
From: Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office and 1 others  
Updated: 17 November 2020  
Declaration of humanity by leaders of faith and leaders of belief  
Based on our fundamental belief that all persons have innate human dignity… 
 
Making the Security Council better reflect the twenty-first century  
Statement by Ambassador Jonathan Allen at the General Assembly debate on UN Security Council 
reform 
Updated: 16 November 2020  
   The United Kingdom’s strong support for Security Council reform is long-standing and our position is 
well-known. 
   The United Kingdom supports modest expansion of the Security Council in both permanent and non-
permanent categories. 
   We support the creation of new permanent seats for India, Germany, Japan and Brazil, as well as 
permanent African representation on the Council. 
   We also support a modest expansion of the non-permanent category of membership, taking the 
Security Council’s total membership to somewhere in the mid-twenties. 
   These changes, we believe, would enable the Security Council to better reflect the twenty-first 
century and the world as it is today, 75 years on from the United Nations’ founding. 
   It would make for a more representative Security Council, better able to address challenges to 
international peace and security by drawing on the perspectives and the expertise of a wider range of 
the UN membership. 
   And it is a model for reform that would preserve for the Council its ability to respond nimbly and 
decisively to threats around the globe… 
 
 
ECHO  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news 
Latest News 
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Tigray conflict: EU humanitarian support to Ethiopian refugees reaching Sudan 
19/11/2020 
As more and more Ethiopian refugees fleeing conflict continue to reach the Sudanese borders, the 
European Commission is mobilising an initial €4 million in emergency assistance to help support the 
displaced people arriving in Sudan.  
 
Nagorno Karabakh: EU allocates additional €3 million in emergency aid for civilians 
affected by the hostilities 
19/11/2020 
The Commission has announced an additional €3 million in humanitarian support to ensure critical 
assistance to the civilians most affected by the conflict in and around Nagorno Karabakh. This funding 
comes on top of €900,000 allocated since early...  
 
:::::: 
 
African Union [to 21 Nov 2020] 
http://www.au.int/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of Social  
Press releases 
African Network for Women in Infrastructure (ANWIN) holds its Inaugural Meeting 
November 19, 2020  
 
AfDB supports continental strategy on COVID-19 with US$27.33 million 
November 19, 2020  
 
6th Meeting of the Technical & Advisory Committee of the Great Museum of Africa 
November 19, 2020  
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
Democratic Republic of Congo celebrates end of 11th Ebola Virus Disease outbreak 
November 18, 2020  
 
Data from external sources does not reflect realities of African countries 
November 18, 2020  
 
Slow progress: Commitment to 2020 as year of ratification of Maputo protocol 
November 18, 2020  
 
 
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
http://asean.org/category/news/asean-secretariat-news/ 
Secretariat News 
ASEAN Heads of Civil Service strengthen cooperation amidst pandemic 
   JAKARTA, 18 November 2020 - Today, the ASEAN Heads of Civil Service convened a virtual meeting 
to discuss progress and achievements of their cooperation from 2016-2020. The meeting adopted the 
ASEAN Cooperation on Civil Service Matters (ACCSM) Work Plan 2021-2025 which includes 39 projects 
and five priority areas namely: 1) Enhancing workforce competencies and standards [...] 
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ASEAN, Australia, New Zealand launch e-learning modules to enhance compliance to 
International Standards on Sanitary and Phytosanitary 
   JAKARTA, 17 NOVEMBER 2020 - The ASEAN-Australia-New Zealand Free Trade Area (AANZFTA) 
Economic Cooperation Support Programme (AECSP)  launched a series of e-learning modules on 
ASEAN Regional Guidelines for the Implementation of International Standards related to Sanitary and 
Phytosanitary Measures (SPS). This e-learning is freely accessible to the public via this link. The e-
learning contains 16 modules as part of four ASEAN [...] 
 
ASEAN hits historic milestone with signing of RCEP 
   JAKARTA, 15 NOVEMBER 2020– It was a momentous day as Leaders of ASEAN Member States, 
Australia, China, Japan, Republic of Korea and New Zealand witnessed the signing of the Regional 
Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) Agreement. The RCEP marks ASEAN’s biggest free trade 
pact to date, covering a market of 2.2 billion people with a combined [...] 
 
 
European Commission [to 21 Nov 2020] 
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1 
Latest       
Press release  19 November 2020 
Tigray conflict: EU humanitarian support to Ethiopian refugees reaching Sudan 
 
Press release  17 November 2020 
Coronavirus: Commission approves contract with CureVac to ensure access to a potential 
vaccine 
Today, the European Commission approved a fifth contract with the European pharmaceutical company 
CureVac, which provides for the initial purchase of 225 million doses on behalf of all EU Member States. 
 
Press release  16 November 2020 
Sanctions: Commission further expands Guidance on COVID-19-related humanitarian aid 
in sanctioned environments  
The European Commission further expanded its Guidance Note on how COVID-19-related humanitarian 
aid can be provided to countries and areas around the world that are subject to EU restrictive 
measures (sanctions). This Guidance now also has a self-standing chapter on Nicaragua.  
 
 
OECD  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
http://www.oecd.org/  
News 
G20: Global co-operation and strong policy action needed for a sustainable recovery - 
OECD  
   The COVID-19 crisis has exposed major weaknesses in our economies that can only be fixed through 
greater global co-operation and strong, targeted policy action, according to a new OECD report 
presented to the Leaders of the G20 countries at their virtual Summit this weekend.  
22-November-2020 
 
 
Organization of American States (OAS)   [to 21 Nov 2020] 
http://www.oas.org/en/ 

https://asean.org/asean-australia-new-zealand-launch-e-learning-modules-enhance-compliance-international-standards-sanitary-phytosanitary/
https://asean.org/asean-australia-new-zealand-launch-e-learning-modules-enhance-compliance-international-standards-sanitary-phytosanitary/
https://asean.org/asean-hits-historic-milestone-signing-rcep/
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_2160
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_2136
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_2136
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_1608
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_1608
http://www.oecd.org/
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/g20-global-co-operation-and-strong-policy-action-needed-for-a-sustainable-recovery-oecd.htm
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/g20-global-co-operation-and-strong-policy-action-needed-for-a-sustainable-recovery-oecd.htm
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_releases.asp


   

  

Press Releases 
Statement from the OAS General Secretariat on the Political Situation in Guatemala 
November 22, 2020 
 
OAS and David Lynch Foundation Join Forces to Help Various Vulnerable Groups in Latin 
America and the Caribbean 
November 19, 2020 
 
Solidarity with the Peoples and Governments of the Hemisphere that Have Been Struck by 
Natural Disasters 
November 18, 2020 
 
 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://www.oic-oci.org/  
Selected Press Releases 
On World Children’s Day: OIC Secretary General Calls for Intensive Efforts for Childcare 
Especially during COVID-19 Pandemic 
The Secretary General of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), Dr. Yousef A. Al-Othaimeen, 
called on the Member States, the OIC Institutions and international and non-governmental 
organizations to intensify their efforts in providing childcare and protection of the rights of children. 
This he said become necessary in light of the measures taken by countries to address the 
repercussions of the Coronavirus pandemic (COVID-19), especially refugee and displaced children and 
those who live under occupation and armed conflict.... 
20/11/2020 
 
OIC Condemns Israeli Decision to Build 1257 more Colonial Settlement Units  
The General Secretariat of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) condemned the Israeli 
authorities’ decision to invite contractor bids to build 1257 new colonial settlement units southeast of 
occupied Al-Quds, to isolate the city from the rest of the occupied Palestinian territories. The OIC 
General Secretariat considered the Israeli move a continuation of its policy of annexation and 
settlement, which not only violates international law and relevant UN resolutions, especially Security 
Council resolution 2334, but it also does not serve to further the peace process, based on the two-state 
solution for an independent, sovereign Palestinian state with East Al-Quds Al-Sharif as its capital.... 
19/11/2020 
 
 
Group of 77  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
http://www.g77.org/ 
Latest Statements and Speeches 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by Ms. Sondra Cheong, First Secretary of the 
Permanent Mission of the Co-operative Republic of Guyana to the United Nations, on agenda item 141: 
Proposed programme budget for 2021: Construction and property management in relation to the 
progress on the replacement of office blocks A-J at the United Nations Office at Nairobi (UNON) at the 
main part of the Fifth Committee during the seventy-fifth session of the General Assembly (New York, 
19 November 2020) 
 

https://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=E-E-118/20
https://www.oas.org/en/media_center/photonews.asp?sCodigo=FNE-100085
https://www.oas.org/en/media_center/photonews.asp?sCodigo=FNE-100085
https://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=S-021/20
https://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=S-021/20
https://www.oic-oci.org/home/?lan=en
https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=24974&ref=15248&lan=en
https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=24974&ref=15248&lan=en
https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=24969&ref=15246&lan=en
http://www.g77.org/
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=201119b
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=201119b
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=201119b
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=201119b
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=201119b
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=201119b


   

  

Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by Ms. Sondra Cheong, First Secretary of the 
Permanent Mission of Guyana to the United Nations on agenda item 141: Proposed programme budget 
for 2021: Construction and property management: progress in the renovation of the Africa Hall and 
construction of the new office facilities at the Economic Commission of Africa, at the Fifth Committee 
during the main part of the seventy-fifth session of the United Nations General Assembly (New York, 19 
November 2020) 
 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by Ms. Megayla Austin, Minister Counsellor of the 
Permanent Mission of the Cooperative Republic of Guyana to the United Nations, on agenda item 141: 
Programme budget 2021: Review of the implementation of the United Nations peace and security pillar 
reform, at the Fifth Committee during the main part of the seventy-fifth session of the General 
Assembly (New York, 18 November 2020) 
 
:::::: 
 
UNCTAD  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://unctad.org/media-centre 
Press Releases 
19 Nov 2020 –  
COVID-19’s economic fallout will long outlive the health crisis, UNCTAD warns 
UNCTAD/PRESS/PR/2020/035  Geneva, Switzerland 
:: Inequalities and vulnerabilities will worsen as the effects of the pandemic undermine progress on 
poverty and other important sustainable development goals. 
:: UNCTAD charts a roadmap for more inclusive trade and economic development, emphasizing the 
need to reshape global production networks. 
 
 
World Customs Organization – WCO  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
http://www.wcoomd.org/ 
Latest News – Selected Items 
19 November 2020  
Customs role in the fight against trafficking in cultural property highlighted during 
UNESCO Conference  
   Secretary General Kunio Mikuriya spoke on the role of Customs and the WCO in the fight against 
trafficking in cultural property at a high-level panel session held during the international online 
Conference on cultural heritage and the fight against illicit trafficking on 17 November 2020. The 
Conference was organized by UNESCO in collaboration with Germany, the EU and the Council of 
Europe, to mark the 50th Anniversary of the 1970 UNESCO Convention against illicit trafficking of 
cultural goods and celebrate the first International Day against illicit trafficking in cultural property.  
   Dr. Mikuriya explained the change in the trade environment since the 1970s, when the UNESCO 
Convention was adopted, pointing out that Customs officers were mostly performing paper-based 
clearance at that time. Fifty years later, Customs officers are working in an automated environment as 
trade has become more paperless, and electronic commerce has been increasing in recent years. 
   However, he stressed that as goods still have to cross borders they can be checked and verified 
before entering the market - hence the critical role of Customs in combating the illicit trafficking of 
cultural goods and any other illicit trade.  He offered an insight into the WCO’s contribution of providing 
PITCH (Prevention of Illicit Trafficking of Cultural Heritage) training to Customs officers, as well as 
operational support involving Customs and Police, and the secure electronic information exchange 

http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=201119
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=201119
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=201119
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=201119
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=201119
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=201119
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=201118
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=201118
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=201118
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=201118
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=201118
https://unctad.org/media-centre
https://unctad.org/press-material/covid-19s-economic-fallout-will-long-outlive-health-crisis-unctad-warns
http://www.wcoomd.org/
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/media/newsroom/2020/november/customs-role-in-the-fight-against-trafficking-in-cultural-property.aspx
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/media/newsroom/2020/november/customs-role-in-the-fight-against-trafficking-in-cultural-property.aspx


   

  

platform codenamed ARCHEO, placed at the disposal of Customs administrations, other enforcement 
agencies and international experts, among others, to facilitate the identification of suspect items… 
 
 
WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 21 Nov 2020] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
WTO News and Events 
DDG Wolff urges G20 leaders to back WTO action to support economic rebound, pandemic 
response and WTO reform 
21 November 2020 
In an address to leaders from the Group of 20 leading economies, Deputy Director-General Alan Wolff 
said on 21 November that the WTO membership faces three challenges: using trade to bolster the 
economic recovery from the coronavirus pandemic, facilitating trade in products needed to treat 
COVID-19, and reforming the institutions that govern global trade. He urged participants at the 
summit, which was chaired by Saudi Arabia, to actively engage on WTO reform.  
 
Stakeholders panel shares ideas on how to revitalise the WTO to meet future challenges  
20 November 2020 
Representatives from the private sector, civil society, media and international organizations debated on 
19 November the impact of the WTO over the past 25 years and shared ideas on which issues the 
WTO should tackle in the years to come to ensure an equitable trading system. These views were 
expressed in a stakeholders panel discussion held to commemorate the WTO’s 25th anniversary. 
 
WTO maps out trade issues related to COVID-19 vaccine rollout 
20 November 2020 
The WTO Secretariat published today, 20 November, two graphics identifying some of the key trade 
issues arising at the various stages of the development and delivery of a vaccine against the COVID-19 
pandemic. The objective is to help foster dialogue on the role that trade policy can play in distributing 
safe, efficient and high-quality vaccines promptly across the world. 
 
:::::: 
 
IPU  Inter-Parliamentary Union   [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases 
Press releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Court of Justice  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases 
Latest Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Criminal Court (ICC)  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
Trying individuals for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/ 
News 

http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news20_e/ddgaw_21nov20_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news20_e/ddgaw_21nov20_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news20_e/25yr_20nov20_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news20_e/covid_20nov20_e.htm
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases
https://www.icc-cpi.int/


   

  

No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
  
World Bank [to 21 Nov 2020] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week]  
World Bank Expands Support for Basic Service Delivery to Rohingya and Local 
Communities in Cox’s Bazar 
   DHAKA, November 18, 2020 – The government of Bangladesh today signed a $100 million grant 
financing agreement with the World Bank to scale up access to energy, water, sanitation services and 
disaster-resilient...  
Date: November 19, 2020 Type: Press Release  
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
Supporting the Most Vulnerable: Scaling Up Support to Address Fragility, Conflict, and 
Violence 
   Challenge Before the COVID-19 pandemic hit and threatened to push many millions around the world 
back into extreme poverty, the global progress that was  made against poverty over the last few 
decades...  
Date: November 16, 2020 Type: Result  
 
 
IMF  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article 
News, Announcements 
November 22, 2020 
IMF Managing Director Kristalina Georgieva Urges G20 Leaders to Jointly Build the 
Foundations of a Better 21st Century Global Economy  
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
November 20, 2020 
Four Things to Know About How Fragile States Like South Sudan Are Coping With COVID-
19  
 
November 19, 2020 
How the Middle East and Central Asia Can Limit Economic Scarring in the Wake of COVID-
19  
 
 
November 16, 2020 
Current sovereign debt challenges and priorities in the period ahead  
 
 
African Development Bank Group  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://www.afdb.org/en 
Press Releases 

http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2020/11/19/world-bank-expands-support-for-basic-service-delivery-to-rohingya-and-local-communities-in-coxs-bazar
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Africa Industrialisation Day: African Development Bank calls for faster industrialisation of 
African economies 
20-Nov-2020 - At the forefront of promoting smart industrial policies and mobilising infrastructure 
development funding for Africa, the African Development Bank on Africa Industrialization Day 2020, 
urges the continent to accelerate industrialization for the transformation of African economies. The 
African Development Bank counts Industrializing Africa as one of its High-5  key strategic aims, critical 
for the transformation of African economies. 
 
African Development Bank’s investments are transforming the continent, unlocking 
economic potential, and spurring development - 2020 ADER report 
20-Nov-2020 - From agro-processing initiatives to energy, transportation and water and sanitation 
services, transformative investments by the African Development Bank are paving the way to unlock 
Africa’s economic potential, according to the 2020 Annual Development Effectiveness Review (ADER), 
released on Friday. The report, which analysed the Bank’s contribution to Africa’s development in 2019 
is themed Building resilient African economies. 
 
World Toilet Day 2020: In the midst of a global COVID-19 pandemic, increased toilet 
hygiene awareness more important than ever 
19-Nov-2020 - By Wambui Gichuri This year’s World Toilet Day observance comes in the midst of 
COVID-19. The gravity of the COVID-19 pandemic's global spread heightens awareness about the 
important health benefits of appropriate toilet hygiene across Africa. Never has this been more 
pertinent than as we observe World Toilet Day. 
 
Sudan: $28.233 million in African Development Fund Grants to bolster response to COVID-
19  
19-Nov-2020 - The Board of the African Development Fund on Wednesday approved grants worth 
$28.233 million to Sudan to shore up the country’s health system to effectively respond and contain 
the COVID-19 pandemic, mitigate its social and economic impacts and build resilience to future 
pandemics, including climate-induced outbreaks.  
 
COVID-19 is a ‘wake-up command’ to address Africa’s challenges - Tony Blair 
16-Nov-2020 - The COVID-19 pandemic has exposed the challenges and opportunities of Africa’s 
development landscape, former British prime minister Tony Blair said on Monday in a lecture organized 
by the African Development Institute in Abidjan. “We have the same problems but what we also have 
is vastly increased urgency…not so much a wake-up call but a wake-up command,” Blair said. 
 
Moody’s Investor Service affirms African Development Bank’s AAA credit rating 
14-Nov-2020 - Moody’s Investor Service has affirmed the African Development Bank’s AAA credit 
rating, with a stable outlook. “The credit profile of African Development Bank (AfDB) is supported by 
the bank’s robust capital buffers and superior risk management, which mitigate risks,” Moody’s 
Investor Service said in an annual credit analysis dated 27 October 2020.  
 
 
Asian Development Bank  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
http://www.adb.org/news/releases 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country 
20 Nov 2020 
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ADB President, UK Minister for Asia Agree to Strengthen Cooperation on Climate Resilient 
Recovery from COVID-19 
   MANILA, PHILIPPINES (20 November 2020) — Asian Development Bank (ADB) President Masatsugu 
Asakawa and UK Minister for Asia at the Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office and ADB 
Alternate Governor Nigel Adams met today to discuss cooperation on shared priorities for Asia and the 
Pacific, including the need for a low carbon and climate resilient recovery from the coronavirus disease 
(COVID-19) pandemic. 
 
17 Nov 2020 
ADB Allocates $20 Million to Help Developing Members Access Vaccines for COVID-19 
   The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has allocated $20.3 million in technical assistance to help its 
developing members prepare to access vaccines for the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) and establish 
systems to enable... 
 
16 Nov 2020 
ADB Joins Partners in Supporting Decade of Action on Road Safety 
   ADB today joined nine other multilateral development banks (MDBs) in signing a statement 
committing to support the second decade of action on road safety (2021–2030). 
 
 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank   [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-
level announcements are added each week] 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news 
News 
19 NOV  
AA+ credit rating from Standard & Poor’s will help IFAD increase investments to fight 
poverty and hunger  
 
16 NOV  
Dutch funding to IFAD will help avert COVID-19 food crisis  
 
 
Islamic Development Bank  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://www.isdb.org/ 
News 
President’s Message on World Toilet Day 2020 
Dr. Bandar M. H. Hajjar, President, Islamic Development Bank Group 
19 November 2020 
 
The Arab Coordination Group Approves US$ 8.6 Billion to Help Countries Tackle the 
Economic Impact of COVID-19 Pandemic 
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19 November 2020 
 

 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 
 

:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
   We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new research and 
major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, collaborations, and initiatives 
across the human rights, humanitarian response and development spheres of action.  WE will not 
reference fundraising announcements, programs, events or appeals, and generally not include content 
which is primarily photo-documentation or video in format. 
 
 
Action Contre la Faim – Action Against Hunger  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org 
Communiqués de presse  
France 
Les associations de solidarité unies face à la crise sanitaire 
Posté le 20 novembre 2020  
   Depuis les débuts de sa mission en France, Action contre la Faim collabore avec l’Armée du Salut, 
acteur de référence dans le paysage associatif national. Les deux acteurs de l’aide, international et 
français, s’allient pour répondre aux besoins grandissants en Ile-de-France. 
 
 
Alliance for International Medical Action (ALIMA)  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://www.alima-ngo.org/en/press-room 
PRESS RELEASES 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://newsroom.amref.org/category/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases     
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Aravind Eye Care System  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://aravind.org/ 
Aravind News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Blue Shield International  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://theblueshield.org/category/bsi-news/ 
BSI News 
No new digest content identified. 
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BRAC  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
http://www.brac.net/#news 
Latest  
Financial inclusion, Health  
Aquaculture for nutrition: Innovations from North Bengal 
November 19, 2020  
by Syeda Nafisa Nawal and Sumaia Taskeen  
   Smallholder fish farming is unheard of in arid North Bengal. Learn how more families are gaining 
access to nutrient-rich fresh fish and raising incomes, with skill transfer and access to finance.  
 
 
Clubhouse International  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html 
News/Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://drc.ngo/ 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ECPAT  [to 21 Nov 2020]  
http://www.ecpat.net/news 
News from ECPAT 
SIGN THE PETITION – Abuse Doesn’t Stop Just Because We Stop Looking For It 
Posted 20/11/2020 
   On December 21, 2020, an e-Privacy law in the European Union will make it illegal for tech 
companies to use technology to detect online child sexual abuse and exploitation material unless an 
“interim regulation” is approved by the Parliament. This exception to the law could prevent a global 
catastrophe by allowing tech companies to continue to use the tools needed to protect and rescue 
children. Now we need you to raise your concerns with the Members of Parliaments, to urge them to 
find a solution that puts child safety first. 
 
 
Fountain House  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/  
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
GE2P2 Global  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
A foundation/501[c]3 and a public benefit corporation focused on advancing ethical and scientific rigor 
in research and evidence generation 
www.ge2p2.org 
Press Releases 

http://www.brac.net/#news
http://blog.brac.net/aquaculture-for-nutrition-innovations-from-north-bengal/
http://blog.brac.net/author/syedanafisa/
http://blog.brac.net/author/sumaia_taskeen/
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html
https://drc.ngo/
http://www.ecpat.net/news
https://www.ecpat.org/news/eu-e-privacy-sign-petition/
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press
about:blank
about:blank
http://www.ge2p2.org/


   

  

No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Humanity & Inclusion  [nee Handicap International]  [to 21 Nov 2020]  
https://hi.org/en/index 
All news 
Half of children with disabilities still excluded from the school system  
Health | Insertion | Laws | International | PUBLISHED ON November 20th 2020  
 
 
Heifer International  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://www.heifer.org/ 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HelpAge International  [to 21 Nov 2020]  
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/ 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
No new digest content identified. 

 
 
ICRC  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
Nigeria: First physical rehabilitation centre opens in Maiduguri 
   The centre, which will be run by the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), is projected to 
serve more than 2,000 people in need of prosthetic limbs, wheelchairs, crutches and mobility devices 
by 2022."We have seen through our other physica 
19-11-2020 | News release 
   
High level humanitarian dialogue with the Russian Federation 
   Statement following the meeting between Russian Minister of Foreign Affairs Sergey Lavrov and ICRC 
President Peter MaurerMoscow (ICRC) – On November 17, 2020, Russian Minister of Foreign Affairs Mr 
Sergey Lavrov met with the International Committee o 
17-11-2020 | Statement 
   
 
IFRC   [to 21 Nov 2020] 
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
Austria, Europe, Germany, Greece, Italy, Malta, Portugal, Spain 
Red Cross expands COVID-19 testing in seven countries with €35.5 million EU support 
Budapest/Geneva, 19 November 2020 – As Europe continues to experience a surge in coronavirus 
cases and deaths, the Red Cross will scale up COVID-19 testing with the announcement of a €35.5 
million European Commission partnership. The International Fede … 
19 November 2020 
 

https://hi.org/en/index
https://hi.org/en/news/half-of-children-with-disabilities-still-excluded-from-the-school-system
https://www.heifer.org/
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/
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https://www.icrc.org/en/document/nigeria-first-physical-rehabilitation-centre-opens-maiduguri
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/high-level-humanitarian-dialogue-russian-federation
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/red-cross-expands-covid-19-testing-seven-countries-e35-5-million-eu-support/


   

  

Democratic Republic of the Congo 
DR Congo: The latest Ebola outbreak is over, but major challenges remain 
Goma/Kinshasa/Nairobi/Geneva, 18 November 2020 – The International Federation of Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) joins the people of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) in 
celebrating the end of the country’s 11th Ebola outbreak. Thi … 
18 November 2020 
 
Global 
Climate change: New report shows global response is failing people in greatest need 
IFRC’s World Disasters Report 2020: Come Heat or High Water shows that the countries most affected 
by climate-related disasters receive only a fraction of the funding that is available for climate change 
adaptation and thus struggle to protect people from the aggravating effects of climate change. 
17 November 2020 
 
Asia Pacific, Philippines 
Catastrophic floods submerge whole towns in Philippines 
Kuala Lumpur/Manila/Geneva, 15 November 2020 – Catastrophic floods have completely submerged 
entire towns and villages in the northern region of the Philippines, forcing tens of thousands of people 
from their homes just days after Typhoon Vamco tore th … 
15 November 2020 
 
Asia Pacific, Vietnam 
Millions brace for dangerous floods as severe storm hits Viet Nam 
Kuala Lumpur/Hanoi/Geneva, 14 November 2020 – Millions of people in Viet Nam are bracing 
themselves for further floods and landslides, as the thirteenth big storm of the year threatens the 
country’s hard-hit central provinces. Typhoon Vamco has caused … 
14 November 2020 
 
 
International Medical Corps (IMC)   [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/ 
Update / Alert 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
IRC  International Rescue Committee  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 
Media highlights [Selected] 
Press Release  
As Yemen teeters on the brink of famine, IRC urges G20 leaders to fulfil humanitarian 
commitments at Saudi Arabia summit 
November 20, 2020  
 
Press Release  
As COVID-19 second waves threaten conflict-affected countries, IRC urges incoming Biden 
Administration to prioritize pandemic response in humanitarian contexts 
November 16, 2020  

https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/dr-congo-latest-ebola-outbreak-major-challenges-remain/
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/climate-change-new-report-shows-global-response-failing-people-greatest-need/
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/catastrophic-floods-submerge-whole-towns-philippines/
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/millions-brace-dangerous-floods-severe-storm-hits-viet-nam/
https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/yemen-teeters-brink-famine-irc-urges-g20-leaders-fulfil-humanitarian-commitments-saudi
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New IRC report “Catalyzing the U.S. Response to COVID-19 in Humanitarian Settings” outlines failures 
in U.S. response and calls on Biden administration to commit at least $20 billion to address virus 
response abroad in first 100 days. 
 
 
IRCT  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://irct.org/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Islamic Relief Worldwide  [to 21 Nov 2020]  
https://www.islamic-relief.org/ 
Latest News, Blog 
News 
 Peacebuilding during a pandemic: Islamic Relief participates in Geneva Peace Week 
Published: 30 October, 2020  
 
My story shows that with the right support, any child can be successful. 
Published: 20 November, 2020  
 
Islamic Relief helps us children to push for better protection in Mali 
Published: 20 November, 2020  
 
Islamic Relief is providing emergency healthcare to a country on the brink of collapse 
Published: 19 November, 2020  
 
How Islamic Relief supports communities to adapt for climate justice 
Published: 19 November, 2020  
 
Tigray refugees face ‘nightmare’ conditions as thousands more flee every day 
Published: 18 November, 2020  
 
 
Landsea   [to 21 Nov 2020] 
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Medecins du Monde   [to 21 Nov 2020]  
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/ 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Mercy Corps [to 21 Nov 2020] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
News Releases & Alerts  

https://irct.org/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/
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https://www.islamic-relief.org/peacebuilding-during-a-pandemic-islamic-relief-participates-in-geneva-peace-week/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/peacebuilding-during-a-pandemic-islamic-relief-participates-in-geneva-peace-week/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/peacebuilding-during-a-pandemic-islamic-relief-participates-in-geneva-peace-week/
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https://www.islamic-relief.org/islamic-relief-helps-us-children-to-push-for-better-protection-in-mali/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/islamic-relief-is-providing-emergency-healthcare-to-a-country-on-the-brink-of-collapse/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/how-islamic-relief-supports-communities-to-adapt-for-climate-justice/
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November 20, 2020  
News Alert: Mercy Corps Rushes Aid to Ethiopian Refugees in Sudan 
   Mercy Corps is ramping up operations in Sudan to help the more than 30,000 refugees who have 
already fled conflict in...  
 
November 16, 2020  
News Alert: In Eta’s Wake, Hurricane Iota Threatens More Devastation in Central America  
   As Hurricane Iota approaches areas of Central America recently devastated by Tropical Storm Eta, 
Mercy Corps’ team in...  
 
November 16, 2020  
Virtual Northwest Made Holiday Market Highlights BIPOC and Women-Owned Small 
Businesses 
   Annual market provides opportunity for minority-owned small businesses to boost sales during the 
holiday season PORTLAND...  
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 21 Nov 2020]  
http://www.msf.org/ 
Latest [Selected Announcements] 
Mediterranean migration  
“What Europe is experiencing today, is not a humanitarian crisis, b… 
Speech 19 Nov 2020  
 
Democratic Republic of Congo  
MSF denounces ongoing violence in Salamabila  
Statement 19 Nov 2020  
 
DRC Ebola outbreaks  
Improved medical response sees the end of DRC’s eleventh Ebola outbreak 
Project Update 19 Nov 2020  
 
Coronavirus COVID-19 pandemic  
Governments must support landmark proposal to waive COV… 
Press Release 19 Nov 2020  
:: In October, India and South Africa proposed to waiver some intellectual property rights on 
coronavirus tools during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
:: The landmark request would allow countries to choose not to grant nor enforce patents on COVID-19 
drugs and vaccines. 
:: MSF urges all countries to back the proposal, which is already supported by 99 countries, to allow 
COVID-19 tools to be more affordable and accessible. 
 
Tuberculosis  
Step up for TB report 2020  
Report 16 Nov 2020  
 
Tuberculosis  
MSF calls on governments and donors to speed up TB testing … 

https://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/Rushes-Aid-Sudan
https://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/Hurricane-Iota-Central-America
https://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/virtual-northwest-made-holiday-market
https://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/virtual-northwest-made-holiday-market
http://www.msf.org/
https://www.msf.org/msf-international-president-speaks-responsibility-european-migration
https://www.msf.org/democratic-republic-congo-msf-statement-salambalila
https://www.msf.org/improved-medical-response-sees-end-eleventh-ebola-outbreak-drc
https://www.msf.org/governments-must-support-proposal-waive-coronavirus-covid-19-patents
https://www.msf.org/step-tb-report-2020
https://www.msf.org/report-shows-new-tests-and-drugs-tb-remain-out-reach


   

  

Press Release 16 Nov 2020  
 
 
Operation Smile  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office 
Program Schedule 
Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve every 
opportunity for safe surgical care.  
 
  
OXFAM [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://www.oxfam.org/en/ 
Selected News/Announcements        
€5bn European ‘Peace’ Facility risks fuelling conflict and human rights violations – joint 
statement 
18 November 2020 
The European Union risks fuelling conflict and human rights abuses around the world if it adopts the 
European Peace Facility (EPF) in its current form, warned Oxfam and 39 other civil society 
organisations with expertise on peace, human rights and the protection of civilians. 
   
G20 arms exports to Saudi Arabia worth three times aid to Yemen since 2015 – Oxfam 
17 November 2020 
Other members of the G20 have exported more than US$17bn worth of arms to Saudi Arabia since it 
became involved in the conflict in Yemen in 2015 but have given only a third of that amount in aid to 
people caught in the world’s biggest humanitarian crisis, Oxfam said today. 
   
Hurricane Iota lands a new blow onto Central America, Oxfam ready to respond 
17 November 2020 
Millions of people in Nicaragua, Honduras, Guatemala and El Salvador, already hit by damage from last 
month’s monster hurricane Eta, are now facing an even bigger crisis from Iota, a category five 
hurricane that made landfall overnight on Nicaragua’s Caribbean coast.  
   
Moderna can be a genuine game-changer —if it shares COVID-19 vaccine 
16 November 2020 
“Moderna’s discovery could be a real game-changer in the fight against COVID-19. However, on its 
own, Moderna can only produce enough vaccine for less than seven percent of the global population by 
the end of 2021, almost all of whom will be in rich countries," said Anna Marriott, Oxfam’s Health Policy 
Manager, in response to the announcement today from the National Institutes of Health that early data 
shows Moderna’s COVID-19 vaccine is nearly 95 percent effective. 
 
 
Norwegian Refugee Council   [to 21 Nov 2020] 
http://www.nrc.no/ 
Latest news  
Global|Africa|Ethiopia|Sudan | 20. Nov 2020  
Dire conditions face refugees fleeing Ethiopia to Sudan 

http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office
http://www.operationsmile.org/approach/program-schedule
https://www.oxfam.org/en/
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/eu5bn-european-peace-facility-risks-fuelling-conflict-and-human-rights-violations
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/eu5bn-european-peace-facility-risks-fuelling-conflict-and-human-rights-violations
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/g20-arms-exports-saudi-arabia-worth-three-times-aid-yemen-2015-oxfam
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/hurricane-iota-lands-new-blow-central-america-oxfam-ready-respond
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/moderna-can-be-genuine-game-changer-if-it-shares-covid-19-vaccine
http://www.nrc.no/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2020/november/dire-conditions-face-refugees-fleeing-ethiopia-to-sudan/


   

  

    Pregnant women, separated families and sick elderly people are among thousands of refugees 
continuing to arrive daily into Sudan from conflict-stricken Ethiopia. Many appear traumatised and all 
are in dire need of humanitarian support.  
 
Yemen | 19. Nov 2020  
Statement by Jan Egeland, Secretary General of the Norwegian Refugee Council, on the 
potential designation of Ansar Allah, Yemen, as a terrorist organisation 
 
Global | 19. Nov 2020  
Aid groups warn G20 leaders must act to prevent humanitarian catastrophe in wake of 
Covid-19 economic recession 
   Ahead of the G20 Leaders’ Summit in Saudi Arabia on 21 November, 11 aid organisations are calling 
for early action to prevent soaring rates of hunger and malnutrition resulting from the pandemic-
related global economic recession.  
 
 
Pact  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
http://www.pactworld.org/  
Latest News  
November 16, 2020 
To ensure Africa fulfills its potential, focus on women and girls  
 
 
Partners In Health  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://www.pih.org/news 
News  
Ekip Solid: A Conversation with Dr. Patrick Ulysse 
Patrick Ulysse reflects on his 14-year career with PIH, including his emergency response work in Haiti 
and Liberia, calls for global health equity, COVID-19, and much more in PIH's ongoing series with 
global leaders.  
November 20, 2020  
 
Need To Know: Decision To Incision 
When a woman in labor arrives in a maternity ward with signs of obstetric distress, health care workers 
face a crucial choice: whether to pursue an emergency c-section. Because as soon as they decide a c-
section is needed, it’s a race against the clock. If health care workers aren’t able to begin the operation 
soon enough, the life of the mother and her baby could be at risk.  
November 18, 2020  
 
Tour the Future Maternal Center of Excellence in Sierra Leone 
In April 2021, Partners In Health, the Sierra Leone Ministry of Health and architectural partner Build 
Health International plan to break ground on a new, world-class center dedicated to maternal and child 
health.  
November 18, 2020  
 
Q&A: Dr. Paul Farmer on His New Book: Fevers, Feuds, and Diamonds  
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Partners In Health Co-Founder and Chief Strategist Dr. Paul Farmer reflects on his latest book, Fevers, 
Feuds, and Diamonds, which details the Ebola outbreak's origins and aftermath; the stories of patients, 
clinicians, and caregivers; and the historical chapters underpinning it all.  
November 17, 2020  
 
 
PATH  [to 21 Nov 2020]  
https://www.path.org/media-center/  
Press Release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Plan International/BORNEfonden  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Save The Children [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://www.savethechildren.net/news 
News 
20 November 2020 - Global 
NEW REPORT: On average 25 children killed or injured in conflicts every day for the past 
decade 
 
18 November 2020 - Ethiopia, South Sudan 
As thousands cross border into Sudan, focus must be on safety of children 
 
17 November 2020 - Honduras, Nicaragua 
Another disaster looms for children in the path of Hurricane Iota in Nicaragua and 
Honduras 
 
17 November 2020 - Global 
Angela Ahrendts appointed new Chair of the Board 
 
17 November 2020 - Yemen 
Yemen: Child Casualties Skyrocket in Hodeidah and Taiz as World Leaders set to Meet 
 
 
SOS-Kinderdorf International  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/news 
All News 
Youth participation  
Maya advocates for the rights of Palestinian children  
November 22 2020 - Maya is a 17-year-old girl representing children of Bethlehem governorate as 
President of the Palestinian Children Council.  
 
Youth Participation  
Young people introduce recycling  
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November 21 2020 - The Go Green initiative was founded by young people to introduce improved 
recycling to their community in Lebanon. The initiative is part of the Youth Power programme 
supporting young changemakers in realizing innovative ideas that contribute to sustainable 
development. 19-year old Michel is one of the co-founders of the initiative.  
 
UN Resolution  
Shared expertise leads to realizing children’s rights  
November 20 2020 - One year on from the adoption of the UN Resolution on the Rights of the Child 
focusing, for the first time ever, on children without parental care, awareness and recognition of the 
situation of this group of children have increased. It is now time to act and make those commitments a 
reality.  
 
INTERVIEW  
Children are the experts on their lives  
November 19 2020 - Interview with Arianna Tripodi, Youth Participation Advisor, Youth & ICT4D and 
Gabriella Rask, Coordinator of the International Youth Coalition. The participation of children and young 
people is a right. Nonetheless, it is often still considered an additional luxury, participation is limited to 
older children only or children and youth are invited as mostly passive listeners, who are not 
considered equal participants in debates affecting their lives. Gabriella Rask and Arianna Tripodi explain 
in this interview what child and youth participation should be like.  
 
Youth Empowerment  
A journey from hardship to empowerment  
November 18 2020 - From a very young age, tens of thousands of children from all over the Senegal 
are sent by their parents to live and study at Quranic schools to become talibé. Like many other talibé 
children, Issifou's* story is one of trial and hardship.  
 
Care Leavers  
Care leaver support networks are essential  
November 17 2020 - Care leavers face a variety of challenges. They struggle with their identity. They 
carry trauma from their past. They face discrimination. And when they reach legal age, they are usually 
left without support. A recent online workshop discussed how peer-led networks are making a 
difference.  
 
 
Tostan  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
http://www.tostan.org 
News/Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Women for Women International  [to 21 Nov 2020]  
https://www.womenforwomen.org/ 
Blogs & Updates 
November 19, 2020  
Men in northern Nigeria demonstrate the important role of male allies for women’s 
empowerment  
Article  Nigeria 
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World Vision  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
http://wvi.org/ 
Newsroom  
50% of families in Afghanistan forced to send their children to work during COVID-19 
pande...  
November 20th 2020  
 
81% of children report an increase in violence during COVID-19 according to World Vision 
r...  
November 18th 2020  
 
World Vision on the ground responding to devastation caused by Hurricane Iota  
November 17th 2020  
 
:::::: 
 
Electronic Frontiers Foundation 
https://www.eff.org/updates?type=press_release 
Press Release | November 19, 2020  
Find Out How Ad Trackers Follow You On the Web With EFF’s “Cover Your Tracks” Tool  
San Francisco—The Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF) today launched Cover Your Tracks, a 
interactive tool that teaches users how advertisers follow them as they shop or browse online, and how 
to fight back against corporate trackers to protect their privacy, mitigate relentless ad targeting, and 
improve the web ecosystem for... 
 
Press Release | November 17, 2020  
Computer Security Experts Urge White House to Keep Politics Out of Election Security 
San Francisco - The Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF) has joined more than three dozen 
cybersecurity experts and professional security organizations in calling for the White House to keep 
politics out of securing this month’s election. Election security officials and computer security experts 
must be able to tell the truth... 
 
Press Release | November 16, 2020  
EFF Urges Universities to Commit to Transparency and Privacy Protections For COVID-19 
Tracing Apps 
San Francisco—The Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF) called on universities that have launched or 
plan to launch COVID-19 tracking technologies—which sometimes collect sensitive data from users’ 
devices and lack adequate transparency or privacy protections—to make them entirely voluntary for 
students and disclose details about data collection practices  .Monitoring public... 
 
  
Freedom House [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://freedomhouse.org/ 
Latest Updates  
Recent Wins and Defeats for Beijing’s Global Media Influence Campaign  
Perspectives  
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November 20, 2020 
 
Inbox: Ensuring Democracy Holds in Moldova  
Perspectives  
November 20, 2020 
 
 
Human Rights Watch  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://www.hrw.org/ 
Featured Commentary, Announcements, Statements 
Europe/Central Asia  
November 19, 2020  Dispatches  
Greece Commits to End “Protective” Child Detention  
Eva Cossé  
Researcher, Western Europe 
 
Asia  
November 20, 2020  News Release  
Nepal: Stalling on Justice for Conflict-Era Crimes  
 
Asia  
November 18, 2020  News Release  
Australia: Follow Up Afghan Report with Prosecutions  
 
  
Transparency International  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases 
Press 
Proposed reforms to Guatemala’s law on access to public information are a serious setback 
for citizen oversight 
   The Congress of the Republic of Guatemala is once again attempting to limit transparency and the 
fight against corruption, Transparency International and its national chapter in Guatemala, Acción…  
19 November 2020  
 
Anti-Corruption Award 2020 Shortlist Announced 
   Transparency International is proud to announce the shortlisted candidates for the 2020 Anti-
Corruption Award. The award recipients will be announced on Wednesday 2 December in a ceremony 
at the 19th…  
19 November 2020  
 
Agenda for 19th International Anti-Corruption Conference now available 
   Registration open for first ever online version, hosted by the Republic of Korea, 30 November – 5 
December The 19th International Anti-Corruption Conference has announced its line-up of 
workshops,…  
18 November 2020  
 
::::: 
 

https://freedomhouse.org/article/inbox-ensuring-democracy-holds-moldova
https://freedomhouse.org/article/inbox-ensuring-democracy-holds-moldova
https://www.hrw.org/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/11/19/greece-commits-end-protective-child-detention
https://www.hrw.org/about/people/eva-cosse
https://twitter.com/Eva_Cosse
https://twitter.com/Eva_Cosse
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/11/20/nepal-stalling-justice-conflict-era-crimes
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/11/19/australia-follow-afghan-report-prosecutions
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases
https://www.transparency.org/en/press/proposed-reforms-to-guatemalas-law-on-access-to-public-information-are-a-serious-setback-for-citizen-oversight
https://www.transparency.org/en/press/proposed-reforms-to-guatemalas-law-on-access-to-public-information-are-a-serious-setback-for-citizen-oversight
https://www.transparency.org/en/press/anti-corruption-award-2020-shortlist-announced
https://www.transparency.org/en/press/agenda-for-19th-international-anti-corruption-conference-now-available


   

  

ChildFund Alliance  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://childfundalliance.org/ 
News/ Statements 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
CONCORD  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
http://concordeurope.org/  
Latest News and Events 
Reporting back: CONCORD’s General Assembly 2020 
Nov 19, 2020 | What we do 
   Our 17th General Assembly was the first of its kind as our Confederation came together virtually from 
all corners of Europe. In the shift towards international partnerships, our Members jointly exchanged 
on the future development cooperation in a geopolitical world.  
 
In memory of Andreas Vogt 
Nov 16, 2020 | Who we are 
   CONCORD is deeply saddened to learn of the passing of Andreas Vogt, our much loved and 
respected former colleague and leading member of Caritas in Luxembourg. Our thoughts are with his 
family and friends at this very difficult time. 
 
 
The Elders  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
http://theelders.org/news-media 
Selected Press Releases and Major Announcements 
 Speech 
COVID-19 is a crossroads to a sustainable future  
Monday, 16 November, 2020 
   Ban Ki-moon calls for leadership and support from businesses, cities, regions, and investors to create 
a healthy, resilient, and zero-emissions future.  This speech was delivered virtually, at the 11th 
Sustainable Innovation Forum on 16 November 2020. 
 
 
Evidence Aid   [to 21 Nov 2020] 
Evidence Aid aims to save lives and livelihoods in disasters by providing decision-makers with the best 
available evidence and by championing its use. 
http://www.evidenceaid.org/ 
New Resources  
School closures to prevent transmission of COVID-19 (multiple reviews)  Added November 

18, 2020 
 
Social distancing methods to prevent transmission of COVID-19 (multiple reviews)Added 

November 18, 2020 
 
 
Gavi [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://www.gavi.org/ 
News releases  

https://childfundalliance.org/
http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/
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No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Getty Conservation Institute   [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://www.getty.edu/research/ 
Latest News    
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Global Fund  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/ 
News  
Opportunity for Evaluation of Selected Medicines 
20 November 2020 
   The Global Fund, Stop TB Partnership Global Drug Facility and Unitaid are inviting manufacturers of 
antiretroviral (HIV/AIDS), antihepatitis B and C, antituberculosis and antimalarial medicines to submit 
an expression of interest to have their products evaluated by the Expert Review Panel for 
Pharmaceutical Products. 
 
COVID-19 must transform the definition of global health security 
19 November 2020  
By Peter Sands, Executive Director 
  The recent announcements that multiple new coronavirus vaccines are showing strong results provide 
hope that life will eventually return to normal and the catastrophic death toll will end – good news we 
all desperately need right now. 
   But despite this truly astonishing scientific achievement, the stark reality is that the COVID-19 
pandemic is getting worse, with accelerating infections, and a weekly death toll of around 50,000. Even 
if vaccines are approved quickly, they will not be available in large volumes in countries where the 
Global Fund invests until late 2021 at best. It is therefore vital that the progress on vaccines is not 
used to justify backing off from current efforts to contain the pandemic and mitigate its devastating 
consequences on health systems and economies worldwide. On the contrary, we need to step up the 
global response. We can now see the light at the end of the tunnel; let’s get there as fast as we can 
and minimize the damage on the way… 
 
Lao PDR aims to achieve universal health coverage with new Global Fund, Government of 
Australia and World Bank investment  
18 November 2020  
   The first co-financing investment under a new agreement between the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, 
Tuberculosis (TB) and Malaria, and the World Bank, will support the Government of the Lao People’s 
Democratic Republic’s goal of achieving universal health coverage by 2025.  
 
 
Hilton Prize Coalition [to 21 Nov 2020] 
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ICVA - International Council of Voluntary Agencies   [to 21 Nov 2020] 

https://www.getty.edu/research/
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https://icvanetwork.org/ 
Latest resources, events, content 
2020 Afghanistan Conference  
November 23, 2020 - 9:00am to November 24, 2020 - 5:00pm 
Hybrid 
 
Launch of the GP20 Compilation of Experiences and Lessons Learned on Preventing, 
Addressing and Resolving Internal Displacement.  
November 23, 2020 - 3:00pm to 5:00pm 
Online 
 
Inter-Agency Humanitarian Evaluations of collective responses in Ethiopia (2015-2018) 
and Mozambique (2019)  
November 23, 2020 - 3:30pm to 5:00pm 
Online 
 
DRC Global Event 2020 on Climate Change  
November 25, 2020 - 12:00am 
Online 
 
 
InterAction  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
http://www.interaction.org/ 
Global & Public Policy Positions  
No Time To Waste 
   As the Biden-Harris Administration renews America’s standing in the world and tackles global 
challenges, an opportunity exists not just to repair diplomatic relationships but also…  
InterAction  |  Nov 16, 2020  
 
Challenges to Civil Society  
Strategy Development for Countering Disinformation Attacks 
Justin Martin  |  Nov 18, 2020  
 
Challenges to Civil Society  
Understanding Disinformation in the INGO Sector 
Justin Martin  |  Nov 18, 2020  
 
Leadership Development  
Nine Tips for Leading Critical Change 
Deborah Willig  |  Nov 17, 2020  
 
Crises & Countries in Conflict  
Supporting Vulnerable Children During The Pandemic 
Carolyn Moore  |  Nov 17, 2020  
 
:::::: 
 
3ie  International Initiative for Impact Evaluation [to 21 Nov 2020] 
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https://www.3ieimpact.org/ 
Publications/Events/Blogs 
Webinar Registration  
Evidence generation in challenging times: Lessons from agricultural innovations  
   The COVID-19 pandemic has forced course corrections for midstream impact evaluations across the 
globe. This Evidence Dialogues webinar will discuss lessons learned using examples from impact 
evaluations of agricultural innovations. 
Panelists: 
:: Annemie Maertens, Senior Lecturer, University of Sussex; 
:: Fred Dzanku, Senior Research Fellow, Institute of Statistical, Social, and Economic Research (ISSER); 
:: Alan de Brauw, Senior Research Fellow, IFPRI 
Chair: 
:: Sebastian Martinez, Director of Evaluation, 3ie  
Time Dec 10, 2020 03:00 PM in Greenwich Mean Time 
 
 
CHS Alliance  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
http://chsalliance.org/ 
Our Impact 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Development Initiatives   [to 21 Nov 2020] 
http://devinit.org/news/ 
17 November 2020 
UK aid budget under threat again  
   Development Initiatives' Executive Director Harpinder Collacott responds to media speculation that 
the UK may reduce aid spending down from 0.7% of GNI. 
 
::::::  
 
Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action 
(ALNAP)     [to 21 Nov 2020] 
http://www.alnap.org/ 
News/Blog/Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre 
LATEST PRESS RELEASES 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
EHLRA/R2HC/HIF   [to 21 Nov 2020] 
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
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Geneva Centre of Humanitarian Studies [nee CERAH] – [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://humanitarianstudies.ch/ 
News/Events 
Prof. Blanchet Inaugural Lecture at the University of Geneva 
12/11/20 
   As Professor of the Faculty of Medicine at the University of Geneva, our Director, Professor Karl 
Blanchet, will give his inaugural lecture with the title “La recherche au service de l’action humanitaire” 
on 3 December 2020 at 12.30. More detailed information about the event is available here. 
 
 
Groupe URD   [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://www.urd.org/en/ 
Publications, Events, News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Humanitarian Studies Association  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://ihsa.info/  

Weekly humanitarian blog posts selection 
Promoting equality in aid practices 
Selection#33 (9th – 15th November) 
   This week our selection focuses on aid practices. There are suggestions for promoting greater 
equality between international and local organisations, on the use (and misuse) of data, and on not 
forgetting other diseases during the Covid pandemic– like malaria.  We have a series of opinions on the 
future of aid,and a discussion on the range of civil society responses to the pandemic.  We also 
highlight the bias towards authors and institutions from the global north in academic publishing on 
forced migration. 
   Direct Covid-related posts continue on its political effects, in strengthening authoritarian 
governments, the effect of lockdowns in exacerbating hunger, and on the restriction of  refugee 
services. Finally, we also have a video this week on how to use our IHSA members expertise map. 
 
 
INEE – an international network for education in emergencies   [to 21 Nov 2020] 
http://www.ineesite.org/en/news 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP)  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://phap.org/ 
Association news, events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Sphere  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://spherestandards.org/news/ 

https://humanitarianstudies.ch/
https://humanitarianstudies.ch/lecon-inaugurale-of-prof-blanchet/
https://www.unige.ch/medecine/fr/faculteetcite/leconsinaugurales/3-decembre-lecon-inaugurale-prof-blanchet/
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https://mailchi.mp/4e8471009b2f/promoting-equality-in-aid-practices
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https://phap.org/
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News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Start Network [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs 
News and Blog  
Start Fund COVID-19 Launches New Call for Alerts with £2.6m 
17 Nov 20  
   Start Fund COVID-19 was set up to anticipate and respond to critical virus-related humanitarian 
needs in low-income countries. Launched in April 2020, we received a record number of alerts (85 
alerts from 69 countries) in its first weekend, demonstrating the urgent need for support to stop the 
spread of coronavirus. To date, it has disbursed more than £5m, funding 43 projects across 25 
countries. 
   A new call for alerts has now been launched with approximately £2.6 million from the German 
Federal Foreign Office (GFFO). The goal for this call for alerts is to support members to act rapidly in 
the context of the COVID-19 pandemic in their country; to address neglected/underfunded aspects of 
the broader COVID-19 crisis with a focus on neglected communities/geographies; and mitigation 
through community-based responses... 
 
:::::: 
 
Brookings 
http://www.brookings.edu/ 
Accessed 21 Nov 2020 
Latest Research 
Essay  
Windfall profits and deadly risks 
Friday, November 20, 2020  
 
Iran  
Iran’s Shia diplomacy: Religious identity and foreign policy in the Islamic Republic 
Edward Wastnidge 
Friday, November 20, 2020  
 
Report  
‘All in’ climate diplomacy: How a Biden-Harris administration can leverage city, state, 
business, and community climate action 
Thomas Hale and Nathan Hultman 
Friday, November 20, 2020  
 
Report  
Building an ambitious and robust US climate target 
Nathan Hultman 
Friday, November 20, 2020  
 
Israel  
Israel in the Middle East: The next two decades 
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Natan Sachs and Kevin Huggard 
November 2020  
 
 
Center for Global Development    [to 21 Nov 2020] 
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center 
Selected Publications, News and Events 
November 20, 2020 
Carving Around David: Implementing a Hierarchy of Cuts to the Aid Budget 
If the ODA budget is to be cut, doing so will be painful, messy, and imperfect, but there is a way to 
wield the chisel well, says Ranil Dissanayake. 
Ranil Dissanayake  
 
November 19, 2020 
Can Better Procurement be the Key to Financing UHC? Potential Savings from Health 
Sector Procurement Reforms in Low- and Middle-Income Countries 
Around the world, procurement processes—which are vital to ensuring an affordable, reliable, and 
high-quality supply of health products—remain fraught with obstacles. 
Kalipso Chalkidou , Janeen Madan Keller , Mead Over and Alex Jones  
 
November 18, 2020 
Bargaining with Beijing: A Tale of Two Borrowers 
We examine the behavior of Chinese government lenders in two debt rescheduling episodes: a “low 
stakes” case involving Seychelles and a “high stakes” case involving the Republic of Congo. The fact 
that the Republic of Congo was worse off after rescheduling its debts with Beijing underscores the 
importance of exposing these deals to public scrutiny before they are finalized and building borrower 
country capacity to negotiate more favorable deals. 
Alysha Gardner , Joyce Lin , Scott Morris and Brad Parks  
 
November 18, 2020 
Which Countries Miss Out in Global Aid Allocation? 
Countries provide aid for a variety of reasons, but if uncoordinated, the individual decisions of 30 OECD 
DAC donors and many more multilateral institutions can lead to wide and ineffective variations in how 
much aid countries receive. 
Ian Mitchell and Sam Hughes  
 
November 18, 2020 
Institutional and Political Determinants of Statutory Tax Rates: Empirical Evidence from 
Sub-Saharan Africa 
This paper investigates the extent to which institutional and political factors explain statutory tax rates 
in sub-Saharan Africa (SSA). In particular, it examines the effect of regulatory quality, political 
accountability, political fragmentation, the electoral cycle, and ideological orientation on corporate 
income tax (CIT) rates as well as top marginal personal income tax (PIT) rates during 1990-2017 
Sanjeev Gupta , Carlos Mulas-Granados , Jianhong Liu , Danial Salman and Kelsey Ross  
  
 
CSIS  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://www.csis.org/ 
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Selected Reports 
Report 
Chinese Security Engagement in Latin America 
November 19, 2020 | Evan Ellis Chinese military engagement in Latin America and the Caribbean is an 
important and official acknowledged part of growing interactions by the People’s Republic of China 
(PRC) with the region.  
 
Report 
The Effects of Covid-19 on Latin America’s Economy 
November 18, 2020 The Covid-19 pandemic has greatly impacted the economy in Latin America, 
making recovery in 2021 difficult.  
 
Report 
The Coming NEV War? Implications of China’s Advances in Electric Vehicles 
November 18, 2020 | Scott Kennedy Optimism has returned to China’s new-energy vehicles (NEV) 
sector. But despite the glitzy new models, incremental progress on several fronts, and initial signs of 
expanding business abroad, China’s NEV sector still faces substantial roadblocks.  
 
Report 
Security Fragmentation Hinders Humanitarian Response in the Sahel  
November 17, 2020 | Kyle Murphy The Sahel’s fragmented security environment underpins all issues 
faced by those in need of humanitarian support—and those trying to deliver it. Kyle Murphy outlines 
distinct challenges in Central Sahel and recommends steps toward smarter aid delivery.  
 
Report 
New Approaches to Supply Chain Traceability: Implications for Xinjiang and Beyond 
November 16, 2020 | Amy K. Lehr Traceability is necessary to understand supply chains and address 
forced labor conditions in Xinjiang. This report explores the need for supply chain traceability, new 
technological approaches, and measures that can be taken to catalyze the adoption of such systems.  
 
Report 
U.S. Military Forces in FY 2021: Marine Corps 
November 16, 2020 | Mark F. Cancian The Marine Corps begins a major restructuring to develop 
capabilities for great power conflict after two decades of conducting counterinsurgency ashore. 
However, many commentators worry that the restructuring will make the Marine Corps too narrowly 
focused.  
 
 
ODI   [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://www.odi.org/  
Selected Press Releases & Reports 
Bridging humanitarian digital divides during Covid-19 
Briefing papers | November 2020 | John Bryant, Kerrie Holloway, Oliver Lough and Barnaby Willitts-
King 
How humanitarian actors are using digital technology in the Covid-19 response and what it could mean 
for the future of the humanitarian sector. 
 
Advocating for humanity? Securing better protection of civilians affected by armed conflict 
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Briefing papers | November 2020 | Victoria Metcalfe-Hough 
This briefing note explores some of the key inhibitors to more impactful advocacy with conflict parties 
on the protection of civilians. 
 
The Climate Transparency Report 2020 
Research reports and studies | November 2020 | Jiang Kejun, William Wills, Andrzej Ancygier ... Angela 
Picciariello, Charlene Watson et al. 
This report provides key insights into where and how to advance climate action, including through 
greening the recovery from the Covid-19 crisis. 
 
SDG3 Global Action Plan: supporting Accelerator 5 on research, innovation and access 
Research reports and studies | November 2020 | Soumya Chattopadhyay, Anthony McDonnell, Susan 
Nicolai and Maria Quattri 
This report analyses research conducted to accelerate progress towards the 2030 Sustainable 
Development Goals for health as part of the Global Action Plan. 
 
 
Rand  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://www.rand.org/pubs.html 
Selected Research Reports 
Report 
Study on foreign funding of religious institutions in the Netherlands 
Study on foreign funding of religious institutions in the Netherlands and the extent to which funding is 
associated with undesirable influence from unfree countries. 
Nov 20, 2020 
Stijn Hoorens, Fook Nederveen, Jacco Snippe, Jorine de Muijnck, Maurits Sijtstra 
 
Report 
Operationally Relevant Artificial Training for Machine Learning: Improving the 
Performance of Automated Target Recognition Systems 
The authors explore whether an object-detection model trained on artificial images could evaluate real 
images as an automated target recognition system, an important advancement in artificial intelligence 
and machine learning for the U.S military. 
Nov 18, 2020 
Gavin S. Hartnett, Lance Menthe, Jasmin Leveille, Damien Baveye, Li Ang Zhang, Dara Gold, Jeff 
Hagen, Jia Xu 
 
Report 
The Geopolitics of South Korea–China Relations: Implications for U.S. Policy in the Indo-
Pacific 
This Perspective provides an analysis of how Beijing's growing influence is affecting South Korea-China 
relations in the strategic realm and presents the implications for U.S. policy in the Indo-Pacific. 
Nov 18, 2020 
Ji-Young Lee 
 
Report 
Using State-Level Policy Levers to Promote Principal Quality: Lessons from Seven States 
Partnering with Principal Preparation Programs and Districts 
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The authors examine how seven states are using state-level policy levers to improve the quality of 
school principals. 
Nov 17, 2020 
Susan M. Gates, Ashley Woo, Lea Xenakis, Elaine Lin Wang, Rebecca Herman, Megan Andrew, Ivy 
Todd 
 
Report 
The Drivers of Institutional Trust and Distrust: Exploring Components of Trustworthiness 
Trust in government and media has declined in the past two decades. Assessing individual 
characteristics and institutional attributes associated with trust offers insight into this decline and is a 
first step toward rebuilding institutional trust. 
Nov 17, 2020 
Jennifer Kavanagh, Katherine Grace Carman, Maria DeYoreo, Nathan Chandler, Lynn E. Davis 
 
Journal Article 
Association of Scheduled vs Emergency-Only Dialysis With Health Outcomes and Costs in 
Undocumented Immigrants With End-stage Renal Disease 
This article examines the association of scheduled vs emergency-only hemodialysis with health care 
outcomes and costs in undocumented immigrants with end-stage renal disease. 
Nov 17, 2020 
Oanh Kieu Nguyen, Miguel A. Vasquez, Lakeesha Charles, Joseph R. Berger, Henry Quiñones, Richard 
Fuquay, Joanne M. Sanders, Kandice A. Kapinos, Ethan A. Halm, Anil N. Makam 
 
Journal Article 
The Use of and Experiences With Telelactation Among Rural Breastfeeding Mothers: 
Secondary Analysis of a Randomized Controlled Trial 
The objective of this study was to identify maternal characteristics associated with the demand for and 
use of telelactation and to describe visit characteristics. 
Nov 17, 2020 
Kandice A. Kapinos, Virginia Kotzias, Debra L. Bogen, Kristin Ray, Jill R. Demirci, Mary Ann Rigas, Lori 
Uscher-Pines 
 
Journal Article 
The Affordable Care Act, Breastfeeding, and Breast Pump Health Insurance Coverage 
Viewpoint on the Affordable Care Act, breastfeeding, and breast pump health insurance coverage. 
Nov 17, 2020 
Kandice A. Kapinos, Lindsey Bullinger, Tami Gurley-Calvez 
 
Journal Article 
On the Value of the Umbilical Cord Blood Supply 
Several public cord blood banks are struggling financially, and the question remains whether additional 
allocations of funds to them are justified. This article estimates the social benefits of public cord blood 
bank inventory net of cord blood banks' operational costs. 
Nov 17, 2020 
Aaron Strong, Tadeja Gracner, Kandice A. Kapinos 
 
Journal Article 
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Comparative Effectiveness of Long-Term Acute Care Hospital Versus Skilled Nursing 
Facility Transfer 
We conducted a retrospective cohort study of patients hospitalized on a medicine service in a high-
LTACH use region and discharged to either an LTACH or SNF and followed for one year. 
Nov 17, 2020 
Anil N. Makam, Oanh Kieu Nguyen, Michael D. Miller, Sachin J. Shah, Kandice A. Kapinos, Ethan A. 
Halm 
 
Journal Article 
How to Take a Systems Approach to Effect Change in Policing: A Recent Presentation to 
the LA Police Commission Addressed How to Evolve the Police Academies of Today to 
Deliver the Officers of Tomorrow 
This presentation advocates a systems approach to change, and significant changes to LAPD's recruit 
academy to enhance critical applied skills. 
Nov 17, 2020 
Bob Harrison 
 
Report 
Monetary and Nonmonetary Compensation for High-Value U.S. Department of Defense 
Civilian Skill Sets 
Motivated by concern that the U.S. Department of Defense (DoD) will struggle to recruit and retain 
civilian talent for the U.S. Space Force, the authors compared DoD and private-sector monetary and 
nonmonetary compensation for high-value skill sets. 
Nov 16, 2020 
Molly McIntosh, Patricia K. Tong, Hannah Acheson-Field, Noah Johnson, Norah Griffin, Joshua Russell-
Fritch 
 
Report 
Will This School Year Be Another Casualty of the Pandemic? Key Findings from the 
American Educator Panels Fall 2020 COVID-19 Surveys 
In this Data Note, researchers present findings on teaching and learning during a pandemic by drawing 
on surveys administered via the RAND American Educator Panels to nationally representative samples 
of teachers and principals in October 2020. 
Nov 16, 2020 
Melissa Diliberti, Julia H. Kaufman 
 
Periodical 
RAND Review: November-December 2020 
Features explore the challenge of delivering effective treatments for veterans with co-occuring 
disorders; teachers, students, and the importance of civic responsibility in present-day America; and 
teaching and learning in the age of COVID-19. 
Nov 16, 2020 
 
Report 
COVID-19 and the State of K-12 Schools: Results and Technical Documentation from the 
Fall 2020 American Educator Panels COVID-19 Surveys 
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This report provides information about the sample, survey instrument, and data for the coronavirus 
disease 2019 surveys that were administered to principals and teachers in fall 2020 via the RAND 
Corporation's American Educator Panels. 
Nov 16, 2020 
Julia H. Kaufman, Melissa Diliberti, Gerald P. Hunter, David Grant, Laura S. Hamilton, Heather L. 
Schwartz, Claude Messan Setodji, Joshua Snoke, Christopher J. Young 
 
 
RoRI [Research on Research Institute]  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
http://researchonresearch.org/ 
We're an open and independent new initiative providing data, analysis and intelligence on how to make 
research systems more strategic, open, diverse and inclusive. 
RoRI News 
NEW RoRI WORKING PAPER | The changing role of funders in Responsible Research 
Assessment (RRA) 
18.11.2020 
Responsible Research Assessment: progress, obstacles and the way ahead 
   A new RoRI Working Paper presents the findings of a new survey of Responsible Research 
Assessment policies and practices in the participant organisations of the Global Research Council 
(GRC)—most of which are national public funding agencies—with responses from 55 organisations 
worldwide. 
 
NEW RoRI PARTNER | Fondazione Telethon joins the RoRI Consortium 
   The Research on Research Institute (RoRI) is delighted to announce that Fondazione Telethon are 
the newest addition to the RoRI consortium of Strategic Partners. 
17.11.2020 
 
 
Urban Institute   [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://www.urban.org/publications 
Publications 
Strategies for Workforce Recovery in Response to the Current Crisis  
This resource outlines a menu of actionable strategies for local leaders for workforce-related recovery 
efforts in response to the COVID-19 pandemic and corresponding recession. These strategies focus on 
evidence-based interventions and approaches which promote inclusive recovery. We categorize these 
strategies by goal, type of action, and phase of pandemic reopening so local leaders can choose 
options best  
Pamela J. Loprest, Shayne Spaulding, Ian Hecker 
November 18, 2020  
Research Report 
  
An Equitable Framework for Housing Policy Solutions for COVID-19 and Beyond  
Housing is a foundation for economic mobility and opportunity, but many Americans struggle to afford 
a place to live. And racist policies and practices—historical and ongoing—have created entrenched 
inequities in access to homeownership, housing quality, and resource-rich neighborhoods. The COVID-
19 pandemic has made these problems worse. Record levels of job losses, tightening credit markets, 
and a growing risk  
Corianne Payton Scally, Elizabeth Champion, Michael Neal 
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November 18, 2020  
Research Report 
  
How Governors Can Use Categorical Clemency as a Corrective Tool  
Governors in most states have executive clemency authority that allows them to change the terms of 
someone’s criminal justice system involvement, including by issuing pardons or by granting 
commutations to adjust the sentences of people in prison. Though many clemency deliberations are 
independent case-by-case assessments, in some cases, governors can also extend clemency eligibility 
categorically to groups of  
Leah Sakala, Roderick Taylor, Colette Marcellin, Andreea Matei 
November 18, 2020  
Research Report 
  
Social Security & Medicare Lifetime Benefits & Taxes: 2020  
This report presents updated figures in 2020 dollars for the lifetime benefits earned and the lifetime 
taxes paid by hypothetical workers participating in Social Security and Medicare. For a single male 
earning average wages every year and retiring in 2020 at age 65, lifetime Social Security and Medicare 
benefits would equal about $570,000 and, for a couple with average and low wages, about $1,113,000. 
Those  
Erald Kolasi, C. Eugene Steuerle 
November 17, 2020  
Research Report 
  
Place & Brain Health Equity: Understanding the County-Level Impacts of Alzheimer’s  
The effects of where people live, and the social determinants of health are under-recognized and 
under-appreciated in our national response to effectively treat and prevent Alzheimer’s. To better 
understand these issues, UsAgainstAlzheimer’s and the Urban Institute analyzed the social 
determinants of health present in the counties most impacted by Alzheimer’s among Latinos and Blacks 
in the Medicare program.  
Stipica Mudrazija, William A. Vega, Jason Resendez, Stephanie Monroe 
November 17, 2020  
Research Report 
  
Community Strategies to Understand and Reduce Veteran Inflow into Homelessness  
Communities cannot end homelessness among veterans if more veterans enter homelessness (“inflow”) 
than exit into housing (“outflow”). The Built for Zero initiative is guided by a desire to help communities 
create a lasting end to homelessness, which requires expanding the collective approach to 
homelessness beyond crisis interventions applied after someone becomes homeless. Four Built for Zero 
communities were  
Claudia D. Solari, Nicole DuBois, Jorge Morales-Burnett 
November 16, 2020  
Research Report 
  
Lessons Learned From the Queens Probation Domestic Violence Pilot Program  
Between July 2018 and June 2019, we worked with local program partners in New York City to conduct 
a mixed methods evaluation of a domestic violence pilot program in Queens, designed to improve the 
borough’s response to domestic violence. Generally, we found that the program made substantial 
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progress in its first 16 months, connecting 101 participants to services. However, it can be refined in 
certain ways. In  
Sara Bastomski, Erica Henderson, Marina Duane 
November 16, 2020  
Brief 
  
The Implications of Eliminating Essential Health Benefits: An Update  
The Affordable Care Act requires private nongroup insurers to cover 10 essential health benefits in 
each plan they offer. The law requires these benefits be provided to ensure that enrollees have 
adequate coverage for medically necessary services. Plus, the law prohibits insurers from placing 
annual or lifetime limits on this array of required benefits. Prior to the implementation of the 
requirements in 2014, it  
Linda J. Blumberg, Jessica Banthin 
November 16, 2020  
Brief 
  
42 Million Parents Whose Households Didn’t Move to Teleworking May Face Difficult 
Tradeoffs  
Despite the media’s focus on the challenges of telecommuting parents, 42 million parents in the US—
including the vast majority of those with low incomes—have not had an adult in their household move 
to telework during the COVID-19 pandemic. These parents can face challenging tradeoffs between 
working to support their family, protecting their family from COVID-19, and ensuring their children 
have the care and  
Gina Adams 
November 16, 2020  
Fact Sheet 
  
    
The Wistar Institute   [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://www.wistar.org/news/press-releases 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Economic Forum    [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/ 
Media 
Survey Says Cost and Complexities of COVID-19 Tests Main Obstacles for Employers  
News 20 Nov 2020  
:: “Too costly” and “too complicated to implement” were the top two reasons employers gave for not 
testing employees. 
:: However, many are taking some steps to reduce the risk of spreading the virus. 
:: Detailed findings from the COVID-19 Workplace Commons project hopes to share information of the 
challenges faced by companies and benchmark current practices. 
:: It surveyed 1,125 employers from 29 countries across 23 industry sectors. 
:: Learn more about the survey and read the report on the approach employers are taking to testing, 
contact tracing, facility safety, pandemic response, financial impact and pandemic preparedness. 
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Table for 10 Billion? Leaders to Unlock More Sustainable and Equitable Food Future  
News 18 Nov 2020  
 
In the Face of Extraordinary Challenges, 36 Pioneer Cities Chart a Course Towards a More 
Ethical and Responsible Future  
News 17 Nov 2020  
:: COVID-19 is accelerating adoption of new technologies by cities as governments struggle to manage 
the growing pandemic with constrained resources 
:: World Economic Forum has selected 36 cities across 22 countries and six continents to pioneer a 
new global policy roadmap for smart cities developed by the G20 Global Smart Cities Alliance, hosted at 
the Forum 
:: The “pioneer cities” will adopt policies for privacy protection, better broadband coverage, 
accountability for cyber security, increased openness of city data, and better accessibility to digital city 
services for disabled and elderly people 
:: For more information on the G20 Global Smart Cities Alliance, visit 
http://www.globalsmartcitiesalliance.org/ 
 

 
*                      *                       *                        * 
 
 

:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will primarily monitor press/media releases announcing key initiatives and new research from a 
growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, humanitarian 
response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended to be exhaustive, but 
indicative.  
 
 

Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/ 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
Press Releases and Statements  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Blue Meridian Partners [to 21 Nov 2020] 
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/ 
Blue Meridian Partners is a new capital aggregation collaboration that plans to invest at least $1 billion 
in high-performance nonprofits that are poised to have truly national impact for economically 
disadvantaged children and youth.  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Annie E. Casey Foundation   [to 21 Nov 2020] 
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http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/ 
Newsroom 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clinton Foundation  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Co Impact   [to 21 Nov 2020] 
www.co-impact.io 
Co-Impact is a global philanthropic collaborative for systems change focused on improving the lives of 
millions of people around the world. 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Ford Foundation  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://www.fordfoundation.org/press-room/ 
The Latest 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
J. Paul Getty Trust  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
http://news.getty.edu/ 
Latest News 
Now Available in English for the First Time, a Seminal Work in the History of Art and 
Collecting  
November 16, 2020 
   LOS ANGELES, CA—Julius von Schlosser’s Die Kunst- und Wunderkammern der Spätrenaissance (Art 
and Curiosity Cabinets of the Late Renaissance) is a seminal work in the history of art and collecting. 
   Originally published in German in 1908, it was the first study to interpret sixteenth- and seventeenth-
century cabinets of wonder as precursors to the modern museum, situating them within a history of 
collecting going back to Greco-Roman antiquity. In its comparative approach and broad geographical 
scope, Schlosser’s book introduced an interdisciplinary and global perspective to the study of art and 
material culture, laying the foundation for museum studies and the history of collections. Although 
available in both French and Italian, it has never before been translated into English... 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press 
GHIT was set up in 2012 with the aim of developing new tools to tackle infectious diseases that  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

Grameen Foundation    [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://grameenfoundation.org/stories/press-releases 
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Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/  
Latest Updates  
Hewlett Foundation to award $15 million to groups combatting systemic racism   
   The William and Flora Hewlett Foundation announced today that it will award $15 million to a range 
of nonprofit organizations working against systemic racism, part of a larger set of commitments that 
the foundation pledged this summer. The 15 recipient organizations include charities working across a 
broad swath of issues—from health to education to human…  
Special Projects   November 18, 2020  
 
Evaluating our International Reproductive Health Strategy   
 By Althea D. Anderson and Janet Holt  
November 16, 2020 
   Our International Reproductive Health (IRH) team kicked off a strategy refresh process back in 
March 2020. We began with a retrospective evaluation of Hewlett’s contributions to the IRH field over 
the past five years and a landscape analysis of global and regional trends in sexual reproductive health 
and rights (SRHR) and related fields. Though we are still reviewing and consolidating the landscape 
findings, we have now begun to consider the implications of what we have learned on our future 
grantmaking. Here are some things that are informing our thinking. 
 
 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IKEA Foundation    [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/ 
Stories  
Digital skills training helps green entrepreneur adapt to COVID-19  
   “This is not just a business, this is a social responsibility,” says Esrat, who runs Tulika, a small 
business producing jute bags in Bangladesh. Jute is a traditional crop in... 
November 17, 2020 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news  
Press Room 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Kaiser Family Foundation  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://www.kff.org/search/?post_type=press-release 

http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/
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November 18, 2020   News Release  
What Do State Plans Reveal About Their Readiness to Distribute COVID-19 Vaccines?  
   With hopes that a COVID-19 vaccine or vaccines will be proven safe and effective soon, state and 
local public health authorities will play a critical role in ensuring the efficient distribution and 
administration of the vaccine. To assess the readiness of these local governments to take on these 
responsibilities, KFF… 
 
 
Kellogg Foundation  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media 
Selected Announcements 
Expanding Equity launches to advance racial equity in the corporate sector 
Program offers proven tools and human-centered approaches for taking action on diversity, equity and 
inclusion 
   Nov. 19, 2020   BATTLE CREEK, Mich. – Building on its decades-long efforts to advance racial equity 
internally and in communities, the W.K. Kellogg Foundation (WKKF) announces a new program to 
transform corporate workplaces into more equitable places of opportunity.  
   Expanding Equity is a transformational program for advancing racial equity in companies. It offers 
the tools, knowledge and human-centered approaches for cultivating workplaces that attract, develop, 
retain and promote diverse talent – delivering benefits for a company’s employees and bottom line.  
   The program was piloted in 2020 with an inaugural cohort of five financial services firms with more 
than $300 billion assets under management. One hundred percent of the firms rated the program 
highly, would recommend it to other companies and felt better equipped to build their company’s racial 
equity program as a result… 
 
 
Aga Khan Foundation   [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
MacArthur Foundation  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
http://www.macfound.org/ 
News, Events, What We’re Learning 
Impact of Reforming Bail in Chicago 
November 19, 2020   Grantee Research  
   A report on Cook County’s 2017 decision to reform bail practices found it did not change crime rates 
in the city. Reducing monetary bail is a common, but under-studied, strategy for reducing pretrial 
jailing, and the report showed more than 500 additional people were able to return to the community 
to await trial in the 6 months after the reform took place. The report, by grantee Loyola University with 
support from the Institute for State and Local Governance, also calls attention to the need for more 
study on the use of bail. 
 
 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation   [to 21 Nov 2020] 

https://mellon.org/ 
Mellon News, Press Releases 
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Livestream 
President Barack Obama in Conversation with Elizabeth Alexander and Michele Norris on 
Washington Post Live 
Monday, November 23 at 11:30am EST 
 
 
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://www.moore.org/news 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Open Society Foundations  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/newsroom 
Press releases 
Press release   November 20, 2020  
Confusion Is the Main Reason Europeans and Americans Underestimate Climate Crisis, 
Open Society Report Finds  
   Although 97 percent of active publishing climate scientists agree that humans have caused recent 
global warming, a new report finds significant minorities—and, in some countries, majorities—are 
unaware of this consensus. 
 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
http://www.packard.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Pew Charitable Trusts  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room 
Press Releases & Statements  
Opinion  November 18, 2020 
As Disasters and Coronavirus Combine to Hit Budgets, Policymakers Can Seize the Moment 
 
Press Releases & Statements  November 18, 2020 
Pew Encourages Federal Protection of Lands and Rivers in 4 Western States 
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/ 
Press Releases 
Arizona State University Releases First Comprehensive Survey on How Companies Are 
Protecting Their Employees from Covid-19 
1,125 companies in 29 countries reveal stark challenges in navigating the pandemic     
Nov 19 2020 
 
Press Releases 

https://youtu.be/rhcZEoZmFuw
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https://www.moore.org/news
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/newsroom
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http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room
https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room/opinion/2020/11/18/as-disasters-and-coronavirus-combine-to-hit-budgets-policymakers-can-seize-the-moment
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https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/
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Statement by Dr. Rajiv. J. Shah, President of The Rockefeller Foundation on the 
Announcement of Lucira Health’s At-Home Test and Moderna’s Vaccine Candidate 
This week, the world received some additional good news about advances in the response to the 
Covid-19 pandemic. Moderna announced its vaccine candidate has proven effective thus far in a 
continuing trial.  … 
Nov 19 2020 
 
Press Releases 
New: Covid-19 Testing Communications and Community Engagement Toolkit 
Brown University School of Public Health, Harvard Global Health Institute and The Rockefeller 
Foundation launch new resource for cities, states and community partners | Evidence-based, free 
Toolkit helps educate about … 
 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom.html 
Latest News and Highlights 
Commentary: Covid-19 tsunami of suffering: The pandemic isn’t pausing; U.S. shouldn’t 
either  
   In a USA Today Opinion, on Nov 19, 2020, RWJF President and CEO Richard Besser explains that as 
the brutal COVID-19 winter looms, suffering in 2020 will continue well into the new year without 
actions by federal and state governments and a renewed commitment for people to follow public health 
guidance. 
 
 
Science Philanthropy Alliance   [to 21 Nov 2020] 
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/ 
“…a group of organizations working together to increase philanthropic support for basic scientific 
research on a global basis…” 
November 18, 2020 
Special Edition October Newsletter [Alliance News]  
   The Science Philanthropy Alliance published a special edition newsletter in October highlighting the 
Nobel Prize and MacArthur Fellowship recipients.  
 
 
SDGFunders  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
http://sdgfunders.org/ 
SDG Philanthropy Platform is a collaboration between philanthropy and the greater international 
development community led by Foundation Center, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
and Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, and supported by the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, Ford 
Foundation and the MasterCard Foundation, the Brach Family Foundation, and other key organizations 
such as Asociación de Fundaciones Empresariales (AFE) in Colombia, Brach Family Charitable 
Foundation, CAF America, Council on Foundations, East Africa Association of Grantmakers (EAAG), 
European Foundation Centre, Filantropi Indonesia (FI), GlobalGiving, The Humanitarian Forum, World 
Congress of Muslim Philanthropists, and Worldwide Initiatives for Grantmaker Support (WINGS). 
Selected Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 

https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/news/statement-by-dr-rajiv-j-shah-president-of-the-rockefeller-foundation-on-the-announcement-of-lucira-healths-at-home-test-and-modernas-vaccine-candidate/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/news/statement-by-dr-rajiv-j-shah-president-of-the-rockefeller-foundation-on-the-announcement-of-lucira-healths-at-home-test-and-modernas-vaccine-candidate/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/news/new-covid-19-testing-communications-and-community-engagement-toolkit/
https://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom.html
https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2020/11/19/covid-19-winter-coming-we-cant-stop-fighting-virus-column/6317635002/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2020/11/19/covid-19-winter-coming-we-cant-stop-fighting-virus-column/6317635002/
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/
https://sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/special-edition-october-newsletter/
http://sdgfunders.org/


   

  

 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://sloan.org/about/press  
Press Releases  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
Opinion | 20 November 2020  
Four reasons why we need multiple vaccines for Covid-19 
Charlie Weller, Head of Vaccines Programme, Wellcome  
   Having a range of Covid-19 vaccines available for people to use around the world will be essential to 
bringing the pandemic under control. Here’s why.  
 
Explainer | 19 November 2020  
Seven vital questions about the RNA Covid-19 vaccines emerging from clinical trials 
   Preliminary data from phase III clinical trials has shown the Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna Covid-19 
vaccines to be more than 90% effective. They are the first vaccine candidates to produce such positive 
results, and this is great news. 
   These vaccines, unlike the vaccines we already use for other diseases, have been developed using 
ribonucleic acid (RNA) technology. So, how do they work, are they safe, and when will they be 
available? 
 
Opinion | 16 November 2020  
Drug-resistant infections: what we’re doing now to tackle this slow-moving pandemic 
Tim Jinks, Head of Drug-resistant Infections Programme, Wellcome  
    To stop life-threatening infections from escalating, the world must control the spread of drug-
resistant infections. Tim Jinks explains Wellcome's role in the global response to antimicrobial 
resistance 

:::::: 
 
Candid [formerly Foundation Center and GuideStar]  [to 21 Nov 2020 
https://candid.org/about/press-room?fcref=pg 
Press Room 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Council on Foundations  [to 21 Nov 2020] 
https://www.cof.org/newsroom 
Newsroom/Blog Posts 
No new digest content identified. 
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:: Journal Watch 
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The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in human 
rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be exhaustive. We will 
add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon recommendation from 
readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content but note that successful access 
to some of the articles and other content may require subscription or other access arrangement unique 
to the publisher. Please suggest additional journals you feel warrant coverage. 
 
AJOB Empirical Bioethics 
Volume 11, 2020 Issue 4  
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/uabr21/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
AMA  Journal of Ethics 
Volume 22, Number 11: E907-980   November 2020 
https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/issue/caring-native-americans 
Risk Management Ethics  
   Patients' rights to self-determination or clinicians’ professional judgments in some cases deviate from 
standard of care and challenge risk managers’ tendencies to implement routine legal risk-mitigation 
strategies. Risk managers’ roles on care teams are particularly key when patients don’t progress 
clinically, when patients do not feel safe or satisfied with their services, when interventions are not well 
coordinated, or when care is not safely, efficiently, or equitably executed. Risk managers’ collaborations 
with ethics consultants and clinicians in these cases help individuals and organizations respond well to 
complex questions at the intersections of professional caregiving, ethics, and law.  Issue PDF 
[Reviewed earlier] 
.  
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
November 2020  Volume 48  Issue 11  p1287-1414 
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 

[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
November 2020  Volume 5  9Issue 5  p621-772 
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current  

[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
November 2020  110(11) 
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 

[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
Volume 103, Issue 5, November 2020  
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/14761645/103/5 

https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/uabr21/current
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
17 November 2020   Volume 173, Issue 10 
http://annals.org/aim/issue 
Original Research 
National Trends in Drug Payments for HIV Preexposure Prophylaxis in the United States, 
2014 to 2018 
A Retrospective Cohort Study 
Nathan W. Furukawa, MD, MPH, Weiming Zhu, MD, PhD, Ya-Lin A. Huang, PhD, … et al.  
   Improving uptake of preexposure prophylaxis (PrEP) for people at risk for HIV is a priority of the 
National HIV/AIDS Federal Action Plan. This analysis estimates the distribution of PrEP costs in the 
United States between 2014 and 2018. 
 
Ideas and Opinions 
The Moral Imperative to Include Pregnant Women in Clinical Trials of Interventions for 
COVID-19 
FREE 
Isabelle Malhamé, MD, MSc, Rohan D'Souza, MD, PhD, and Matthew P. Cheng, MDCM 
   Although the number of clinical trials of interventions for COVID-19 is increasing, many exclude 
pregnant women or do not address pregnancy. This commentary discusses why pregnant women 
should be included in these trials. 
 
Editorials 
Payments for Preexposure Prophylaxis in the United States: Too Much for Too Few 
 
Kevin L. Ard, MD, MPH and  
Rochelle P. Walensky, MD, MPH 
   Furukawa and colleagues provided a detailed analysis suggesting that costs are a fundamental 
reason why PrEP uptake is low. The editorialists discuss strategies to increase use of PrEP to prevent 
HIV infection. 
 
 
Antiquity – A Review of World Archeology 
Issue 377 - October 2020 
https://antiquity.ac.uk/latest 

[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Artificial Intelligence – An International Journal 
Volume 289,  December 2020 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/artificial-intelligence/vol/289/suppl/C 
Research article   Abstract only 
Explanation in AI and law: Past, present and future 
Katie Atkinson, Trevor Bench-Capon, Danushka Bollegala 
Article 103387 
Abstract 

http://annals.org/aim/issue
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/M20-0786
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Explanation has been a central feature of AI systems for legal reasoning since their inception. Recently, 
the topic of explanation of decisions has taken on a new urgency, throughout AI in general, with the 
increasing deployment of AI tools and the need for lay users to be able to place trust in the decisions 
that the support tools are recommending. This paper provides a comprehensive review of the variety of 
techniques for explanation that have been developed in AI and Law. We summarise the early 
contributions and how these have since developed. We describe a number of notable current methods 
for automated explanation of legal reasoning and we also highlight gaps that must be addressed by 
future systems to ensure that accurate, trustworthy, unbiased decision support can be provided to legal 
professionals. We believe that insights from AI and Law, where explanation has long been a concern, 
may provide useful pointers for future development of explainable AI. 
 
 
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed 21 Nov 2020) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Global Health 
November 2020 - Volume 5 - 11 
https://gh.bmj.com/content/5/11 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 21 Nov 2020) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 21 Nov 2020) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Medical Ethics  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 
(Accessed 21 Nov 2020)  
Sharing genomic data from clinical testing with researchers: public survey of expectations 
of clinical genomic data management in Queensland, Australia  
Authors: Miranda E. Vidgen, Sid Kaladharan, Eva Malacova, Cameron Hurst and Nicola Waddell 
Content type: Research article 
19 November 2020 
 
Ethics framework for treatment use of investigational drugs  
Authors: Jan Borysowski and Andrzej Górski 
Content type: Debate 
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18 November 2020 
Abstract 
Background 
Expanded access is the use of investigational drugs (IDs) outside of clinical trials. Generally it is 
performed in patients with serious and life-threatening diseases who cannot be treated satisfactorily 
with authorized drugs. Legal regulations of expanded access to IDs have been introduced among 
others in the USA, the European Union (EU), Canada and Australia. In addition, in the USA an 
alternative to expanded access is treatment under the Right-to-Try law. However, the treatment use of 
IDs is inherently associated with a number of ethically relevant problems. 
Main text 
The objective of this article is to present a coherent framework made up of eight requirements which 
have to be met for any treatment use of an ID to be ethical. These include a justified need for the use 
of an ID, no threat to clinical development of the ID, adequate scientific evidence to support the 
treatment, patient’s benefit as the primary goal of the use of an ID, informed decision of a patient, fair 
access of patients to IDs, independent review, as well as the dissemination of treatment results.  
Conclusions 
While this framework is essentially consistent with the legal regulations of expanded access of the USA, 
the EU, Canada and Australia, it is substantially wider in scope because it addresses some important 
issues that are not covered by the regulations. Overall, the framework that we developed minimizes 
the risks and threats, and maximizes potential benefits to each of the four key stakeholders involved in 
the treatment use of IDs including patients, doctors, drug manufacturers, and society at large. 
 
Clinical Ethics Committees in Africa: lost in the shadow of RECs/IRBs?  
Clinical Ethics Committees (CECs) are well established at healthcare institutions in resource-rich 
countries. However, there is limited information on established CECs in resource poor countries, 
especially in Africa. This study aimed to establish baseline data regarding existing formal CECs in Africa 
to raise awareness of and to encourage the establishment of CECs or Clinical Ethics Consultation 
Services (CESs) on the continent.  
Authors: Keymanthri Moodley, Siti Mukaumbya Kabanda, Leza Soldaat, Anita Kleinsmidt, Adetayo 
Emmanuel Obasa and Sharon Kling 
Citation: BMC Medical Ethics 2020 21:115  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 18 November 2020 
 
 
BMC Medicine 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content 
(Accessed 21 Nov 2020)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content 
(Accessed 21 Nov 2020) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Public Health 
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http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles 
(Accessed 21 Nov 2020) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Research Notes  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content 
(Accessed 21 Nov 2020) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Open 
November 2020 - Volume 10 - 11 
https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/10/11 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
  
Bulletin of the World Health Organization   
Volume 98, Number 11, November 2020, 725-820 
https://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/98/11/en/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Child Care, Health and Development  
Volume 46, Issue 6   Pages: 651-750   November 2020 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13652214/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Child Abuse and Neglect: The International Journal 
Volume 108   October 2020 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/child-abuse-and-neglect/vol/108/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Clinical Therapeutics 
October 2020   Volume 42  Issue 10  p1847-2118 
http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/current 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Clinical Trials 
Volume 17 Issue 6, December 2020  
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/ctja/17/5 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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http://www.conflictandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 21 Nov 2020] 
COVID-19 in humanitarian settings: documenting and sharing context-specific 
programmatic experiences  
Authors: Neha S. Singh, Orit Abrahim, Chiara Altare, Karl Blanchet, Caroline Favas, Alex Odlum and 
Paul B. Spiegel 
Citation: Conflict and Health 2020 14:79  
Content type: Commentary 
Published on: 19 November 2020 
Abstract 
Humanitarian organizations have developed innovative and context specific interventions in response to 
the COVID-19 pandemic as guidance has been normative in nature and most are not humanitarian 
specific. In April 2020, three universities developed a COVID-19 humanitarian-specific website 
(www.covid19humanitarian.com) to allow humanitarians from the field to upload their experiences or 
be interviewed by academics to share their creative responses adapted to their specific country 
challenges in a standardised manner. These field experiences are reviewed by the three universities 
together with various guidance documents and uploaded to the website using an operational 
framework. The website currently hosts 135 guidance documents developed by 65 different 
organizations, and 65 field experiences shared by 29 organizations from 27 countries covering 38 
thematic areas. Examples of challenges and innovative solutions from humanitarian settings are 
provided for triage and sexual and gender-based violence. Offering open access resources on a neutral 
platform by academics can provide a space for constructive dialogue among humanitarians at the 
country, regional and global levels, allowing humanitarian actors at the country level to have a strong 
and central voice. We believe that this neutral and openly accessible platform can serve as an example 
for future large-scale emergencies and epidemics 
 
Exploring the mental health and psychosocial problems of Congolese refugees living in 
refugee settings in Rwanda and Uganda: a rapid qualitative study  
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To evaluate the efficacy and safety of a new treatment for COVID-19 vs. standard care, certain key 
endpoints are related to the duration of a specific event, such as hospitalization, ICU stay, or receipt of 
supplemental oxygen. However, since patients may die in the hospital during study follow-up, using, 
for example, the duration of hospitalization to assess treatment efficacy can be misleading. If the 
treatment tends to prolong patients' survival compared with standard care, patients in the new 
treatment group may spend more time in hospital. This can lead to a “survival bias” issue, where a 
treatment that is effective for preventing death appears to prolong an undesirable outcome. On the 
other hand, by using hospital-free survival time as the endpoint, we can circumvent the survival bias 
issue. In this article, we use reconstructed data from a recent, large clinical trial for COVID-19 to 
illustrate the advantages of this approach. For the analysis of ICU stay or oxygen usage, where the 
initiating event is potentially an outcome of treatment, standard survival analysis techniques may not 
be appropriate. We also discuss issues with analyzing the durations of such events. 
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Abstract  
Government partnerships are essential for many health solutions to sustain impact at scale, particularly 
in low-resource settings where strengthening health systems is critical for Universal Health Coverage. 
Many non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and funders ultimately want solutions to be integrated 
into public health systems by transitioning solution ownership, management and/or operation to 
government. However, NGOs and their government partners have limited guidance on how to 
effectively determine when a solution is ready to transition in a way that will maintain impact long 
term. To address this need, VillageReach developed the Transition Readiness Assessment (TRA) based 
on our transition to government theoretical framework. The framework was developed to define both 
factors related to a solution, as well as external influences that affect a solution’s success.  The 
framework identifies seven dimensions of solution readiness: the political, economic, and social 
context; solution design; resource availability; financial management; government strategy; 
government policy and regulations; and organizational management. The TRA measures those 
dimensions and assigns each one a readiness score. We developed the framework and TRA for 
VillageReach solutions, as well as to share with government partners and stakeholders. 
This Open Letter outlines the TRA development, details empirical examples from applying the tool on 
two VillageReach solutions, and presents recommendations based on our lessons learned. Stakeholders 
working to transition solutions to government can utilize both the TRA and our lessons. 
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Published on: 20 November 2020 
Abstract 
Infectious disease control is experiencing a paradigm shift, as pathogen sequencing technologies and 
digital applications are increasingly implemented for control of diseases such as tuberculosis, Ebola, 
and COVID-19. A new ethical framework should be a critical part of this emerging paradigm to ensure 
that the benefit of precision public health interventions based on advances in genomics research is not 
outweighed by the risks they pose to individuals, families, and vulnerable segments of the population. 
We suggest that the ethical framework guiding practice in this domain combines standard precepts 
from public health ethics with emerging ethics principles from precision medicine. 
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There is a need for an accurate assessment of the patterns and determinants of sexual and 
reproductive health in South Asia owing to high fertility rates and high incidence of unplanned 
pregnancy among adolescents. Health indicator sets, with a wide range of health dimensions, also 
support in formulating evidence-based policies. For attaining this, indicators should be developed and 
prioritized based on consensus and relevance. 
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Knowledge mobilisation (KM) is a vital strategy in efforts to improve public health policy and practice. 
Linear models describing knowledge transfer and translation have moved towards multi-directional and 
complexity-attuned approaches where knowledge is produced and becomes meaningful through social 
processes. There are calls for systems approaches to KM but little guidance on how this can be 
operationalised. This paper describes the contribution that systems thinking can make to KM and 
provides guidance about how to put it into action. 
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David L. Cingranelli, Carl Kalmick  
pp. 933-958 
ABSTRACT: 
In their article "Is Religion Really the Enemy of Human Rights?," Wade Cole and Gaëlle Perrier 
challenge the bottom-up theory of human rights protection and our findings regarding the effects of 
religiosity and of Muslim governments on human rights protection. Their counterarguments and re-
analysis of the data are not convincing. They do not have a coherent alternative theory motivating their 
empirical re-analysis, and they carelessly use multiple regression to undermine our original findings. 
Here we present even more evidence supporting the societal religiosity hypothesis and illustrating a 
large Muslim human rights deficit for nearly all human rights. Poor human rights scores for Muslim 
countries result from discriminatory policies that are consistent with the tenants of Islam, public opinion 
in Muslim countries, and descriptions of discriminatory policies contained in human rights reports. To 
counter the negative effects of religiosity and Muslim governments, we recommend new international 
and national policy initiatives advancing gender equality. 
 
Children's Rights and Business: Governing Obligations and Responsibility by Gamze Erdem 
Türkelli (review)  
Mark Gibney  
pp. 969-971 
 
 
Humanitarian Exchange Magazine 
Number 78,  October 2020  
https://odihpn.org/magazine/inclusion-of-persons-with-disabilities-in-humanitarian-action-what-now/ 
Disability inclusion in humanitarian action 
by HPN October 2020  
The theme of this edition of Humanitarian Exchange, co-edited with Sherin Alsheikh Ahmed from 
Islamic Relief Worldwide, is disability inclusion in humanitarian action. Persons with disabilities are not 
only disproportionately impacted by conflicts, disasters and other emergencies, but also face barriers to 
accessing humanitarian assistance. At the same time, global commitments and standards and the IASC 
Guidelines on the inclusion of persons with disabilities in humanitarian action all emphasise how 
persons with disabilities are also active agents of change. Disability and age-focused organisations have 
led on testing and demonstrating how inclusion can be done better. Yet despite this progress, 
challenges to effective inclusion remain. 
 
As Kirstin Lange notes in the lead article, chief among these challenges is humanitarian agencies’ lack 
of engagement with organisations of persons with disabilities. Simione Bula, Elizabeth Morgan and 
Teresa Thomson look at disability inclusion in humanitarian response in the Pacific, and Kathy Al Jubeh 
and Alradi Abdalla argue for a ‘participation revolution’, building on learning from the gender 
movement. Tchaurea Fleury and Sulayman AbdulMumuni Ujah outline how the Bridge Article 11 
training initiative is encouraging constructive exchange between humanitarian and disability actors. The 
lack of good, disaggregated data is highlighted by Sarah Collinson; Frances Hill, Jim Cranshaw and 
Carys Hughes emphasise the need for training resources in local languages and accessible formats; and 
Sophie Van Eetvelt and colleagues report on a review of the evidence on inclusion of people with 
disabilities and older people. 
 
Rebecca Molyneux and co-authors analyse the findings of a review of a DFID programme in north-east 
Nigeria, while Carolin Funke highlights the importance of strategic partnerships between disability-

https://muse.jhu.edu/search?action=search&&query=author:%22David%20L.%20Cingranelli%22
https://muse.jhu.edu/search?action=search&&query=author:%22Carl%20Kalmick%22
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/773460
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/773460
https://muse.jhu.edu/search?action=search&&query=author:%22Mark%20Gibney%22
https://odihpn.org/magazine/inclusion-of-persons-with-disabilities-in-humanitarian-action-what-now/
https://odihpn.org/magazine/disability-inclusion-in-humanitarian-action/


   

  

focused organisations, drawing on her research in Cox’s Bazar. Sherin Alsheikh Ahmed describes 
Islamic Relief Worldwide’s approach to mainstreaming protection and inclusion, while Pauline Thivillier 
and Valentina Shafina outline IRC’s Client Responsive Programming. The edition ends with reflections 
by Mirela Turcanu and Yves Ngunzi Kahashi on CAFOD’s SADI approach. 
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Special Issue: Article 5 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child: Families, Guidance 
and Evolving Capacities 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Community Medicine and Public Health 
Vol 7, No 11 (2020)  November 2020 
https://www.ijcmph.com/index.php/ijcmph/issue/view/68 
Table of Contents 
A cross sectional study on immunization status among children 12 to 24 months of age in 
urban field practice area of tertiary health care centre, Hyderabad  
Arundhathi Baaki, Lavanya Katta, Sreelatha Panuganti, B. Kiranmai  
DOI: 10.18203/2394 
 
Review Articles 
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Vaccine hesitancy in India-the challenges: a review  
Gopalakrishnan S., Sujitha P.  
DOI: 10.18203/2394-6040.ijcmph20204768 
Abstract 
Immunization is the most cost-effective scientific method of reducing childhood morbidity and 
mortality. In India the national immunization programme has not been able to attain complete 
coverage of the eligible children and hence mortality due to vaccine preventable diseases is 
approximately 5 lakhs annually.  Every year, 89 lakhs children are at risk to develop vaccine 
preventable diseases due to lack of immunization. While most people vaccinate according to the 
recommended schedule, this success is challenged by individuals and groups who delay, hesitant or 
refuse vaccines due to various reasons. Despite the realization of compulsory scheduling of vaccines, 
there are an alarming number of parents who do not permit the vaccination of their children as 
scheduled. Vaccine hesitancy refers to a delay in acceptance or refusal of vaccines despite the 
availability of vaccination services. WHO in 2019 listed vaccine hesitancy as one of the ten global health 
threats. The recent vaccination coverage evaluation studies have shown that there is a perceptible drop 
in the vaccine coverage in most parts of India and also that the disparity in the urban-rural coverage is 
also widening. Hence an evaluation of the reasons for vaccine hesitancy is vital at present to 
strengthen the universal immunization program. The authors are trying to trace the present status and 
reasons for vaccine hesitancy reported in recent times, which can lead to outbreaks of already 
controlled vaccine preventable diseases and to identify strategies which are being implemented to 
overcome the vaccine hesitancy. 
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Research Letter 
Financial Penalties Imposed on Large Pharmaceutical Firms for Illegal Activities  
Denis G. Arnold, PhD; Oscar Jerome Stewart, PhD; Tammy Beck, PhD  
JAMA. 2020;324(19):1995-1997. doi:10.1001/jama.2020.18740  
This study describes financial penalties levied on pharmaceutical companies for illegal activities by type 
of activity and dollar value between 2003 and 2016. 
 
Viewpoint 
Preventing the Spread of SARS-CoV-2 With Masks and Other “Low-tech” Interventions  
Andrea M. Lerner, MD, MS; Gregory K. Folkers, MS, MPH; Anthony S. Fauci, MD  
free access has active quiz has multimedia has audio  
JAMA. 2020;324(19):1935-1936. doi:10.1001/jama.2020.21946  
   In this Viewpoint, Anthony Fauci and colleagues at NIAID emphasize the continued importance of 
low-tech public health practices, such as wearing masks, limiting large gatherings, hand washing, and 
physical distancing, to help control the COVID-19 pandemic even after safe and effective vaccines 
become available until distribution and uptake of vaccines confer herd immunity on a population level. 
 
Postapproval Vaccine Safety Surveillance for COVID-19 Vaccines in the US  
Grace M. Lee, MD, MPH; José R. Romero, MD; Beth P. Bell, MD, MPH  
free access has active quiz  
JAMA. 2020;324(19):1937-1938. doi:10.1001/jama.2020.19692  
   This Viewpoint reviews systems in place to monitor postlicensure vaccine safety, and recommends 
harmonizing end points and protocols across vaccine trials and surveillance systems to enable timely 
identification and reliable evaluation of potential adverse events. 
 
Postlicensure Evaluation of COVID-19 Vaccines  
Manish M. Patel, MD; Michael L. Jackson, PhD; Jill Ferdinands, PhD  
free access has active quiz  
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JAMA. 2020;324(19):1939-1940. doi:10.1001/jama.2020.19328  
   This Viewpoint explains the “test-negative” modified case-control design commonly used for 
evaluating vaccine effectiveness, describes why it may be lead to biased estimates of COVID-19 
vaccine effectiveness in patients with severe illness more likely to test negative, and proposes potential 
approaches to correcting the bias, including incorporation of clinical assessment of cases. 
 
Heritable Human Genome Editing - The International Commission Report  
Eli Y. Adashi, MD, MS; I. Glenn Cohen, JD  
has audio  
JAMA. 2020;324(19):1941-1942. doi:10.1001/jama.2020.19059  
   This Viewpoint summarizes the report of the International Commission on the Clinical Use of Human 
Germline Genome Editing sponsored by the US National Academy of Medicine and the UK Royal 
Society, enumerating technical, regulatory, and ethical standards that need to be met before HHGE can 
be used on human embryos. 
 
Editorial 
Bioinformatics, Sequencing Accuracy, and the Credibility of Clinical Genomics  
W. Gregory Feero, MD, PhD  
Abstract  
JAMA. 2020;324(19):1945-1947. doi:10.1001/jama.2020.19939  
   The adoption of clinical exome and whole-genome sequencing based on next-generation sequencing 
technologies has increased rapidly over the last decade; this has been accelerated by increasing 
coverage of these services by private and public insurers.1,2 Examples of use include tumor and 
germline sequencing in patients with cancer, rapid turn-around sequencing of the genomes of critically 
ill neonates to diagnose mendelian conditions, and noninvasive prenatal testing for reproductive 
decision-making. The accuracy of sequencing results is of paramount importance to patients, clinicians, 
and those paying for testing services; inaccuracy can affect not only the tested individual, but their 
extended biological family.3 Understanding what accuracy means in the context of genome sequencing 
is a challenge. In the genomics community accuracy is often described using 2 terms: analytic validity, 
eg, does the sequencing process reliably detect variations that are present in an individual’s genome; 
and clinical validity, eg, are the variants detected reliably related to health outcomes. 
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COVID-19 vaccines: no time for complacency 
The Lancet 
“Yes. Yes. Yes.” That was the response of John Bell, Regius Professor of Medicine at the University of 
Oxford, when asked whether we could be confident that life will be returning to normal by spring. He 
was being interviewed by the BBC shortly after the announcement last week by Pfizer and BioNTech 
that their COVID-19 vaccine candidate had 90% efficacy in clinical trials. Similar announcements about 
the Russian Sputnik V and Moderna vaccines followed soon after. The prospect of preventing illness 
and death, and avoiding the harm and misery of extended restrictions, is a cause for optimism. But 
although it is right to be hopeful and encouraged, we are far from ending COVID-19 as a public health 
issue. 
 
Unfortunately, the trials' results were announced via press releases, leaving many scientific 
uncertainties that will dictate how the vaccines will affect the course of the pandemic. Little safety data 
are available. How well the vaccines work in older people or those with underlying conditions and their 
efficacy in preventing severe disease are still unclear. Peer-reviewed publication should resolve these 
issues, but other questions will not be answerable for some time. For one, the duration of protection is 
unknown and will have a huge bearing on the practicalities and logistics of immunisation (will boosters 
be needed? How often?). 
 
Whether the vaccines prevent transmission of SARS-CoV-2 or mainly just protect against illness is 
largely unknown too. If the latter, achieving herd immunity through immunisation becomes a difficult 
prospect. Pfizer and Moderna together project that there will be enough vaccine for 35 million 
individuals in 2020, and perhaps up to 1 billion in 2021. As a result, many millions of people at high risk 
of disease will not be immunised any time soon, necessitating the continued use of non-pharmaceutical 
interventions. There is a danger that the public might become complacent following the news of 
promising vaccines, but how much more difficult will it be to ensure adherence to guidance and 
restrictions when a vaccine is available to many but others remain unprotected? Vaccine hesitancy is 
also a clear threat to COVID-19 control. New data show that willingness to take a COVID-19 vaccine is 
far from universal. When even wearing a face mask can be painted as a political act rather than a 
public health measure, responsible leadership and careful public communications will be essential. 
 
These concerns will be irrelevant in places where a vaccine is unavailable entirely. Leaving aside the 
huge logistical challenges of manufacturing and roll-out (including onerous cold-chain requirements for 
some candidates), vaccine nationalism remains a major threat to equitable access. COVAX, the GAVI-
led financing mechanism to provide COVID vaccines to low-income and middle-income countries, has 
raised US$2 billion, but needs $5 billion more for 2021. Pfizer and Moderna have not yet reached 
agreements with COVAX to supply vaccines; Pfizer has issued an expression of interest. By contrast, a 
handful of high-income countries have already secured the option to buy hundreds of millions of doses. 
Although some vaccine developers have promised to limit profits from the COVID-19 pandemic, Pfizer 
and Moderna have made no such commitments. 
 
What does the long-term future look like? Will SARS-CoV-2 become endemic, in a post-pandemic 
phase? It is likely, but it is too early to be sure what form this endemicity will take. Vaccines will be just 
one determinant. Reinfections are another: they appear rare so far, but the pandemic is still young. 
The nature and length of immune responses, and the characteristics of the virus and infection play a 
role too. Can infection provide sterilising immunity? How quickly does protective immunity wane? How 
severe might reinfection be? How does immunity vary by sex, ethnicity, and age? Will we have annual 
seasonal outbreaks? Or longer spells of quiescence punctuated by re-emergence? And how will health 
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systems have to adapt accordingly? These issues and many others will determine the continuing 
impacts of COVID-19 on health and all are still poorly understood. 
 
2020 has been a year of incredible scientific achievement. In less than 12 months, researchers have 
characterised a novel illness, sequenced a new virus's genome, developed diagnostics, produced 
treatment protocols, and established the efficacy of drugs and vaccines in randomised controlled trials. 
Many people are feeling hopeful for the first time in a long time. But there is still much to learn and 
many barriers to overcome. On Nov 14, 5 days after the announcement by Pfizer, 663  772 new cases 
of COVID-19 were recorded, the largest number in a single day. It is a dangerous moment to be 
complacent. 
 
Comment 
Maintaining confidentiality of emerging results in COVID-19 vaccine trials is essential 
Philip R Krause, Thomas R Fleming, Susan S Ellenberg, Ana Maria Henao-Restrepo on behalf of the 
WHO Ad Hoc Clinical Trial Expert Group 
 
Challenges in creating herd immunity to SARS-CoV-2 infection by mass vaccination 
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Lancet Infectious Diseases 
Nov 2020   Volume 20  Number 11  p1217-1348, e275-e297 
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/issue/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Lancet Public Health   
Nov 2020  Volume 5  Number 11  e568-e627 
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpub/issue/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)32259-5/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)32318-7/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanchi/issue/current
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/landig/issue/current
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/issue/current
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/issue/current
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpub/issue/current


   

  

 
 
Lancet Respiratory Medicine 
Nov 2020  Volume 8  Number 11  p1061-1158, e78-e86 
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanres/issue/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Maternal and Child Health Journal  
Volume 24, issue 11, November 2020  
https://link.springer.com/journal/10995/volumes-and-issues/24-11 
Special Issue : Deaf Child Health in an International Context 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Medical Decision Making (MDM) 
Volume 40 Issue 8, November 2020  
http://mdm.sagepub.com/content/current 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
The Milbank Quarterly 
A Multidisciplinary Journal of Population Health and Health Policy  
Volume 98, Issue 3  Pages: 619-1020  September 2020 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14680009/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Nature 
Volume 587 Issue 7834, 19 November 2020 
http://www.nature.com/nature/current_issue.html 
Editorial | 17 November 2020  
Europe must think more globally in crafting its pandemic response  
The EU has struggled to find a unified voice in the pandemic. A new plan is a strong start, but needs to 
be more outward-looking. 
 
Editorial | 18 November 2020  
Facial-recognition research needs an ethical reckoning  
The fields of computer science and artificial intelligence are struggling with the ethical challenges of 
biometrics. Researchers, funders and institutions must respond. 
 
 
Nature Biotechnology 
Volume 38 Issue 11, November 2020 
https://www.nature.com/nbt/volumes/38/issues/11 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Nature Communications 
https://www.nature.com/subjects/health-sciences/ncomms 
(Accessed 21 Nov 2020)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Nature Genetics 
Volume 52 Issue 11, November 2020 
https://www.nature.com/ng/volumes/52/issues/11 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Nature Medicine 
Volume 26 Issue 11, November 2020 
https://www.nature.com/nm/volumes/26/issues/11 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Nature Reviews Genetics 
Volume 21 Issue 11, November 2020 
https://www.nature.com/nrg/volumes/21/issues/11 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Nature Reviews Immunology 
Volume 20 Issue 11, November 2020 
https://www.nature.com/nri/volumes/20/issues/11 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Nature Reviews Drug Discovery 
Volume 19 Issue 11, November 2020 
https://www.nature.com/nrd/volumes/19/issues/11 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
New England Journal of Medicine 
November 19, 2020  Vol. 383 No. 21 
http://www.nejm.org/toc/nejm/medical-journal 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Nonprofit and Voluntary Sector Quarterly 
Volume 49 Issue 5, October 2020  
http://nvs.sagepub.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Pediatrics  
Vol. 146, Issue 5  1 Nov 2020  
https://pediatrics.aappublications.org/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Pharmaceutics  
Volume 12, Issue 7 (July 2020) – 97 articles  
https://www.mdpi.com/1999-4923/12/7 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
PharmacoEconomics  
Volume 38, issue 11, November 2020 
https://link.springer.com/journal/40273/volumes-and-issues/38-11 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
PLoS Genetics 
https://journals.plos.org/plosgenetics/ 
(Accessed 21 Nov 2020)  
[No new digest content identified]  
 
 
PLoS Medicine 
http://www.plosmedicine.org/   
(Accessed 21 Nov 2020)  
Evaluation of an unconditional cash transfer program targeting children’s first-1,000–days 
linear growth in rural Togo: A cluster-randomized controlled trial  
Justine Briaux, Yves Martin-Prevel, Sophie Carles, Sonia Fortin, Yves Kameli, Laura Adubra, Andréa 
Renk, Yawavi Agboka, Magali Romedenne, Félicité Mukantambara, John Van Dyck, Joachim Boko, 
Renaud Becquet, Mathilde Savy  
Research Article | published 17 Nov 2020 PLOS Medicine  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pmed.1003388  
 
 
PLoS Neglected Tropical Diseases 
http://www.plosntds.org/  
(Accessed 21 Nov 2020)  
[No new digest content identified]  
 
 
PLoS One 
http://www.plosone.org/ 
Research Article  
[No new digest content identified]  
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PNAS - Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States  
of America 
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/ 
The changing geography of social mobility in the United States  
Dylan Shane Connor and Michael Storper 
PNAS first published November 16, 2020.  
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.2010222117  
Significance 
Intergenerational social mobility in the United States has declined over the last century, sparking a 
national debate about how to improve equality of opportunity. By analyzing data spanning the 20th 
century, we demonstrate strong temporal patterns operating across regions. Some areas of the United 
States have witnessed significant declines in social mobility, while others have had persistent low levels 
all along. Thus, the contemporary national picture is shaped by both powerful forces of change that 
reduce intergenerational mobility in some regions and deeply entrenched long-term forces generating 
persistence in others. It follows that improving social mobility will be challenging, as policy would need 
to respond to both forces and do so according to their varying mixture across different regions. 
 
 
Prehospital & Disaster Medicine 
Volume 35 - Issue 5 - October 2020  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/prehospital-and-disaster-medicine/latest-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Preventive Medicine 
Volume 139   October 2020 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/preventive-medicine/vol/139/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Proceedings of the Royal Society B 
11 November 2020  Volume 287  Issue 1938 
https://royalsocietypublishing.org/toc/rspb/current 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Public Health   
Volume 188  Pages A1-A2, 1-54 (November 2020) 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/public-health/vol/188/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Public Health Ethics  
IN PROGRESS  
Volume 13, Issue 1, April 2020 
http://phe.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Public Health Reports 
Volume 135 Issue 6, November/December 2020  
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/phrg/135/6 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Qualitative Health Research  
Volume 30 Issue 14, December 2020  
http://qhr.sagepub.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Refugee Survey Quarterly 
Volume 39, Issue 3, September 2020 
http://rsq.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Research Ethics 
Volume 16 Issue 3-4, July-October 2020  
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/reab/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Reproductive Health 
http://www.reproductive-health-journal.com/content 
[Accessed 21 Nov 2020]  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Revista Panamericana de Salud Pública/Pan American Journal of Public Health 
(RPSP/PAJPH)  
https://www.paho.org/journal/en 
Latest articles  
20 Nov 2020 
Maternal and child health inequalities among migrants: the case of Haiti and the 
Dominican Republic 
Original research | English |  
 
20 Nov 2020 
The effect of early-stage public health policies in the transmission of COVID-19 for South 
American countries 
Original research | English |  
 
20 Nov 2020 
Ambient air pollutants and their effect on COVID-19 mortality in the United States of 
America 
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Original research | English |  
 
20 Nov 2020 
The HIV epidemic in Jamaica: a need to strengthen the National HIV Program 
Special report | English |  
 
20 Nov 2020 
Emerging mental health challenges, strategies, and opportunities in the context of the 
COVID-19 pandemic: Perspectives from South American decision-makers 
Current topic | English |  
 
16 Nov 2020 
Antimicrobial resistance: time for action 
Editorial | English |  
 
 
Risk Analysis     
Volume 40, Issue 10  Pages: 1887-2111  October 2020 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/15396924/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Risk Management and Healthcare Policy 
https://www.dovepress.com/risk-management-and-healthcare-policy-archive56 
[Accessed 21 Nov 2020] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Science  
20 November 2020  Vol 370, Issue 6519 
http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl 
Policy Forum 
Community-led governance for gene-edited crops 
By Jennifer Kuzma, Khara Grieger 
Science20 Nov 2020 : 916-918 Restricted Access 
Summary 
In August 2020, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) began implementing new regulations for 
genetically engineered (GE) organisms, the SECURE (sustainable, ecological, consistent, uniform, 
responsible, efficient) rule (1). SECURE marks the first comprehensive reform of U.S. genetically 
modified (GM) crop oversight since the agency's initial approach in 1987 (and after several 
unsuccessful attempts to update its regulations over the past two decades) [see (1) for definitions of 
GE and GM crops]. The USDA estimates that under this substantial departure from its prior approach, 
99% of GM plants will be exempt from premarket field testing and data-based risk assessment 
requirements (2). This rule has potential implications for international trade as the European Union 
(EU) is taking a more stringent approach to regulating gene-edited crops and will track them in the 
marketplace (3). We are also concerned that developers of gene-edited and GM (i.e., biotech) crops, 
who largely support the SECURE approach (4), are reconstituting the same conditions that led to public 
rejection and mistrust of the first generation of GM foods (3). To earn greater public trust and 
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transparency, as well as enhance the ability to track gene-edited plants entering the marketplace, we 
therefore propose a “community-led and responsible governance” (CLEAR-GOV) coalition and 
certification process for biotech crop developers based on transparent information sharing about 
current and anticipated market uses of biotech crop varieties. 
 
 
Science Translational Medicine  
18 November 2020   Vol 12, Issue 570 
https://stm.sciencemag.org/ 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Social Science & Medicine 
Volume 264  November 2020 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/social-science-and-medicine/vol/264/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Stability: International Journal of Security & Development  
http://www.stabilityjournal.org/articles 
[Accessed 21 Nov 2020]  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Stanford Social Innovation Review 
Summer 2020   Volume 18, Number 3  
https://ssir.org/issue/summer_2020# 
   Read about how organizational culture can advance social good, how researchers convinced the 
Indian government to adopt same-language subtitling for mass literacy, how corporate foundations can 
align with their companies, how artificial intelligence can apply causal models to become more 
effective, and other topics in the Summer 2020 issue of Stanford Social Innovation Review. 
 
 
Systematic Reviews  
https://systematicreviewsjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles 
[Accessed 21 Nov 2020]  
https://stm.sciencemag.org/ 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Torture Journal 
2020  Volume 30 - No. 2 
https://irct.org/publications/torture-journal/147 
Editorial  
Impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on work with torture survivors  
Pau Pérez-Sales 
https://tidsskrift.dk/torture-journal/article/view/122582 
 

https://stm.sciencemag.org/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/social-science-and-medicine/vol/264/suppl/C
http://www.stabilityjournal.org/articles
https://ssir.org/issue/summer_2020
https://systematicreviewsjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles
https://stm.sciencemag.org/
https://irct.org/publications/torture-journal/147
https://irct.org/assets/uploads/Editorial.pdf
https://tidsskrift.dk/torture-journal/article/view/122582


   

  

 
Trauma, Violence, & Abuse 
Volume 21 Issue 5, December 2020  
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/tvaa/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Travel Medicine and Infectious Diseases 
Volume 37   September–October 2020 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/travel-medicine-and-infectious-disease/vol/37/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Tropical Medicine & International Health 
Volume 25, Issue 10  Pages: i-iv, 1167-1305  October 2020 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13653156/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
UN Chronicle 
https://unchronicle.un.org/ 
Article 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Vulnerable Children and Youth Studies  
An International Interdisciplinary Journal for Research, Policy and Care  
Volume 15, Issue 4, 2020 
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rvch20/current 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
World Heritage Review  
n°95 - July 2020  
http://whc.unesco.org/en/review/94/ 
Current Issue 
Interpretation and COVID-19  
   The year 2020 began with an unprecedented health crisis that has affected each one of us, and we 
still cannot predict its long-term effects. Not only have we been touched in our personal lives. 
Lockdown has perturbed our work, our communities and our industries, at times with devastating 
consequences. And this crisis is not yet over. 
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