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:: Week in Review  
A highly selective capture of strategic developments, research, commentary, analysis and 
announcements spanning Human Rights Action, Humanitarian Response, Health, Education, Holistic 
Development, Heritage Stewardship, Sustainable Resilience. Achieving a balance across these broad 
themes is a challenge and we appreciate your observations and ideas in this regard. This is not 
intended to be a "news and events" digest. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Global Governance 
 
A Time for Renewal: Calling for a Strengthened Multilateral System  
18 September 2020   The Elders 
Mary Robinson, Ban Ki-moon, Hina Jilani, Ricardo Lagos, Graça Machel and Juan Manuel Santos join 
global leaders to call for decisive action to defend and rejuvenate multilateralism, in an open letter to 
Heads of Governments. 
 
Excellencies, 
As former ministers of government and United Nations officials, we are deeply concerned 
that the institutional framework of global governance, with the United Nations at its core, 
must do more to provide the guidance, leadership and decisions required to ensure human 
safety, security and sustainable development in our interdependent world. 
 
From climate change to human rights, gender and racial equality, and from sustainable development to 
international peace and security – the international community should honor its commitments to the 
UN's founding Charter, Agenda 2030 and the Paris Agreement.  There is a crying need for a 
stronger, more accountable, inclusive multilateral system that encompasses renewed 
intergovernmental initiatives with the full participation of civil society and key 
stakeholders. 
 
COVID-19 has underscored humanity’s shared vulnerability, with disproportionate impacts on women 
and girls. The devastating consequences of the pandemic are felt first and foremost in the loss of 
human lives, but also in economic costs and deepening social inequality.  
 
Recovery from the COVID19 pandemic and institutional retooling go hand in hand. They both call for 
national leadership and effective global cooperation. 
 
Yet even before the beginning of the pandemic, multilateralism was under threat and 
weakened by withdrawals from important treaties and forums, budget cuts and the failure 
to uphold international law. 
 
As the international community commemorates the 75th anniversary of the United Nations, this is a 
time not only to celebrate past achievements, but also to take stock of the need for reforms that 
strengthen the Organization. We therefore call on world leaders, meeting virtually this September 21, 
to: 
[1] Recognize the need to support the indispensable role of the United Nations, while at the same time 
strengthen and reform the legal and institutional machinery of the UN system; and to 

https://www.theelders.org/news/time-renewal-calling-strengthened-multilateral-system?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Newsletter%20-%20August%202020-%20Ricardo%20Lagos%20-%20New%20Template%20-%20HTML&utm_content=Newsletter%20-%20August%202020-%20Ricardo%20Lagos%20-%20New%20Template%20-%20HTML+Version+A+CID_43e615847f04bda4aacf42951c90a41e&utm_source=Campaign%20monitor&utm_term=open%20letter
https://www.theelders.org/profile/mary-robinson
https://www.theelders.org/profile/ban-ki-moon
https://www.theelders.org/profile/hina-jilani
https://www.theelders.org/profile/ricardo-lagos
http://www.theelders.org/profile/graca-machel
https://www.theelders.org/profile/juan-manuel-santos


   

  

[2] Call for a dedicated intergovernmental process to pursue this goal in the follow-up to the UN75 
Political Declaration. 
 
There is an urgent need for an explicit recognition by global leaders that we are at a 
turning point and must act decisively to defend and rejuvenate multilateralism. 
 
As we address a weakened global order, this is not a time for governments to remain idle, but rather to 
scale up their commitments and actions for a world that is fairer, more inclusive and sustainable. Let 
future generations look back on 2020 as the year when humanity, its leaders and decision makers 
recognized the need for a shared future of dignity, hope and prosperity for all. And let us use this 75th 
anniversary of the United Nations as an opportunity to inspire and speed up the actions so urgently 
needed to honor the principles and vision enshrined in the United Nations Charter. 
 
Sincerely, 
Maria Elena Agüero, Secretary General of the Club de Madrid 
Madeleine Albright, former Secretary of State and former UN Ambassador, United States of America 
Celso Amorim, former Foreign Minister, Brazil 
Jan Peter Balkenende, Prime Minister of The Netherlands (2002-2010) 
Ban Ki-moon, Eighth Secretary-General of the United Nations, Deputy Chair of The Elders and member  
   of WLA-Club de Madrid 
Joyce Banda, President of Malawi (2012-2014) 
Carol Bellamy, former Executive Director of UNICEF 
Valdis Birkavs, former Prime Minister of Latvia (1993-1994) 
Irina Bokova, former Director-General of UNESCO  
Maria Eugenia Brizuela de Avila, former Minister of Foreign Affairs, El Salvador  
Gordon Brown, Prime Minister of the United Kingdom (2007-2010) 
John Bruton, Prime Minister of the Republic of Ireland (1994-1997) 
Micheline Calmy-Rey, President of Switzerland (2007 and 2011) 
Fernando Henrique Cardoso, President of Brazil (1995-2003) 
Aníbal Cavaco Silva, former Prime Minister (1985-1995) and President (2006-2016) of Portugal  
Helen Clark, Prime Minister of New Zealand (1999-2008) 
Isabel de St. Malo, former Vice-President of Panama 
Jan Eliasson, former Foreign Minister of Sweden, President of the UN General Assembly, and UN  
   Deputy Secretary-General 
Maria Fernanda Espinosa, President of the 73rd session of the UN General Assembly, former Minister of  
   Foreign Affairs and Minister of National Defence, Ecuador  
Dalia Grybauskaitė, President of Lithuania (2009-2019) 
Tarja Halonen, President of Finland (2000-2012) 
Seung-Soo Han, Prime Minister of the Republic of Korea (2008-2009) 
Ameerah Haq, former United Nations Under-Secretary-General for the Department of Field Support 
Noeleen Heyser, former Executive Secretary of the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for  
   Asia and the Pacific 
Hina Jilani, Advocate of the Supreme Court of Pakistan, former Special Representative of the UN  
   Secretary-General on Human Rights Defenders 
Ivo Josipovic, President of Croatia (2010-2015) 
Yoriko Kawaguchi, former Minister of the Environment, former Minister for Foreign Affairs, Japan 
Rima Khalaf, former Executive Secretary of the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for  
   Western Asia  



   

  

Horst Köhler, President of Germany (2004-2010) 
Aleksander Kwaśniewski, President of Poland (1995-2005) 
Ricardo Lagos, President of Chile (2000-2006) 
Zlatko Lagumdzija, Prime Minister of Bosnia & Herzegovina (2001-2002) 
Susana Malcorra, former Foreign Minister, Argentina 
Graça Machel, former Education Minister, Mozambique 
Juan E. Méndez, former Special Advisor to the Secretary General on the Prevention of Genocide, former  
   Special Rapporteur on Torture  
Carlos Mesa, President of Bolivia (2003-2005) 
James Michel, President of Seychelles (2004-2016) 
Federica Mogherini, former High Representative of the European Union for Foreign Affairs and Security  
   Policy and former Vice-President of the European Commission  
Roza Otunbayeva, President of Kyrgyzstan (2010-2011) 
Andres Pastrana, President of Colombia (1998-2002) 
Navi Pillay, former United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights  
Oscar Ribas Reig, Prime Minister of Andorra  (1982-1984, 1990-1994) 
Mary Robinson, former President of Ireland, former UN High Commissioner for Human Rights 
Petre Roman, Prime Minister of Romania (1989-1991) 
Kevin Rudd, Prime Minister of Australia (2007 – 2010) 
Juan Manuel Santos, former President of Colombia, 2016 Nobel Peace Laureate 
Jenny Shipley, Prime Minister of New Zealand (1997-1999) 
Danilo Türk, President of Slovenia (2007-2012) 
Margot Wallström, former Minister of Foreign Affairs, Sweden, former UN Special Representative on  
   Sexual Violence in Conflict  
 
:::::: 
 
The Elders   COVID-19   Multilateralism 
The need for principled global leadership and cooperation has never been more important 
02 Oct 2020 
As COVID-19 continues to hit our societies at great cost, the need for far-sighted, innovative and 
principled global leadership and cooperation has never been more important.  
 
In normal times, the annual opening of the UN General Assembly is an occasion for leaders to gather in 
New York for formal and informal discussions. This year, we have instead seen a “virtual UNGA”, but 
this has not prevented Elders’ voices from being part of the debate. 
 
Mary Robinson, Ban Ki-moon, Gro Harlem Brundtland, Hina Jilani and Juan Manuel Santos all took part 
in a number of virtual discussions as part of the UN75 Global Governance Forum on critical issues 
including climate change, collective security and human rights.   
 
Many members of The Elders, myself included, also joined other global leaders to use the occasion of 
the 75th anniversary of the founding of the UN to call for decisive action to defend and rejuvenate 
multilateralism, in an open letter to Heads of Governments. 
 
In addition to her work as an Elder, Gro Brundtland also co-chairs the Global Preparedness Monitoring 
Board, which released its new report on pandemic preparedness in September, ‘A World in Disorder’. 
To this end, perhaps a new international agreement is necessary between WHO member states, and 

https://www.theelders.org/news/need-principled-global-leadership-and-cooperation-has-never-been-more-important
https://theelders.cmail20.com/t/y-l-ukkkdkl-tujujrhuhh-k/
https://theelders.cmail20.com/t/y-l-ukkkdkl-tujujrhuhh-u/
https://theelders.cmail20.com/t/y-l-ukkkdkl-tujujrhuhh-o/


   

  

under the WHO’s umbrella, to develop a programme to deal with pandemics that would be approved 
by the parties every one or two years. This could be similar to the COP series of annual climate 
summits where signatories to the Paris Climate Agreement evaluate past and future activities.  
 
Globalisation has changed the way infectious diseases spread throughout the world, and what once 
may have taken years to spread now happens in a matter of weeks. 
 
Yet we lack an effective system of global governance that can respond to these threats at speed and at 
scale, particularly when the forces of populism, nationalism and isolationism still occupy influential 
positions of global power. 
 
However, even before the pandemic, multilateral institutions were being weakened by narrow and self-
serving leadership, states’ withdrawals from international treaties and the failure to uphold 
international law. And yet, threats like the climate crisis and COVID-19 know no borders and have an 
impact on virtually every country in the world. 
 
Only by placing human rights, sustainability and justice at the core of the global response can we hope 
to effectively tackle COVID-19 and other existential threats, and this is only possible by strengthening 
and revitalising the multilateral system. 
 
Stay safe, 
Ricardo Lagos 
Former President of Chile; tenacious fighter for democracy and human rights; implemented health 
reform; and reduced economic inequality while diversifying Chile’s external trade in the era of 
globalisation. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Heritage Stewardship – Biodiversity 
 
Historic UN Summit on Biodiversity sets stage for a global movement toward a green 
recovery from COVID-19 
New York, 30 September 2020 — Recognizing that the continued deterioration and degradation of the 
world’s natural ecosystems were having major impacts on the lives and livelihoods of people 
everywhere, world leaders called for increased resolve to protect biodiversity at the UN today. 
 
A record number of countries - nearly 150 countries and 72 Heads of State and Government -
addressed the first ever Summit held on biodiversity to build political momentum towards 
the post-2020 global biodiversity framework, to be adopted at COP15 in Kunming, China 
next year. 
 
The Summit comes on the heels of the Leader’s Pledge on Monday, which saw 74 countries commit to 
preserving biodiversity, sending “a united signal to step up global ambition for biodiversity and to 
commit to matching our collective ambition for nature, climate and people with the scale of the crisis at 
hand.” 
 

https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/press-release/historic-un-summit-biodiversity-sets-stage-global-movement-toward
https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/press-release/historic-un-summit-biodiversity-sets-stage-global-movement-toward


   

  

“The degradation of local and regional ecosystems, unsustainable agricultural practices, and the 
exploitation of natural resources, are putting critical pressure on world ecosystems,” said President of 
the General Assembly Volkan Bozkir, who presided over the Summit. “Clearly, we must heed the 
lessons we have learned and respect the world in which we live.” 
 
He added, “A green recovery, with an emphasis on protecting biodiversity, can address these concerns, 
mitigate risks, and build a more sustainable, resilient world. Doing so can help unlock an estimated 
US$10 trillion in business opportunities, create 395 million jobs by 2030 and encourage a greener 
economy.” 
 
UN Secretary-General António Guterres said biodiversity and ecosystems are essential for human 
progress and prosperity. “By living in harmony with nature, we can avert the worst impacts of climate 
change and recharge biodiversity for the benefit of people and the planet.” 
 
“Let me be clear,” he added. “Degradation of nature is not purely an environmental issue. 
It spans economics, health, social justice and human rights. Neglecting our precious resources 
can exacerbate geopolitical tensions and conflicts. Yet, too often environmental health is overlooked or 
downplayed by other government sectors. This Summit is our opportunity to show the world that there 
is another way. We have to change course and transform our relationship with the natural world.” 
 
In addition to leaders, the Summit heard from HRH Prince Charles, who called for a new “Marshall 
Plan” or a “blue-green recovery’ and indigenous leaders who, as defenders of biodiversity, spoke about 
the need to allow indigenous people to use their traditional knowledge to preserve, protect and 
manage nature… 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Humanitarian Response – Puerto Rico 
 
22 Foundations and Donors Pledge to Redouble Commitments to Puerto Rico 
New York, NY (September 30, 2020) - Today twenty-two foundations and major donors signed a joint 
pledge to redouble their commitments to Puerto Rico as the island and its people continue to recover 
from 2017's Hurricane Maria, ongoing natural disasters, and the health and economic impacts of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Recognizing the urgency of the moment, a network of foundations and major donors 
signed a joint pledge to: maintain, strengthen and expand their philanthropic 
commitments to Puerto Rico; invest in local community leaders and organizations who are 
committed to just, equitable, and inclusive recovery efforts; and continue to build the capacity of 
organizations working in Puerto Rico by providing flexible financial, non-financial, and technical 
assistance. 
 
They are calling on additional donors to join the pledge to support Puerto Rico, which has been 
historically under-resourced by philanthropy and the federal government. The initial signatories to the 
pledge include a diverse group of stateside and island based foundations and philanthropic networks 
including: The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation; Andrus Family Fund; Comic Relief US; Ford Foundation; 
Funders for LGTBQ Issues; GlobalGiving; Hispanics in Philanthropy; Maria Fund; The Nathan Cummings 

https://www.fordfoundation.org/the-latest/news/22-foundations-and-donors-pledge-to-redouble-commitments-to-puerto-rico/


   

  

Foundation; Neighborhood Funders Group; Open Society Foundations; the Surdna Foundation; and 
Filantropía Puerto Rico and its members Fundación Ángel Ramos, Fundación Banco Popular, Fundación 
Colibrí, Fundación Comunitaria de Puerto Rico, Fundación Flamboyán, Fundación Segarra Boerman, 
Hispanic Federation, Miranda Foundation, and Titín Foundation. Donors who would like to join the 
pledge can sign on at bit.ly/justandresilientPR. 
 
The joint call to action follows findings from a recently released report from Filantropía 
Puerto Rico, which highlights the specific need to reimagine the rebuilding process in 
Puerto Rico. Based on interviews with several organizations working in the aftermath of the 
hurricane, Filantropía Puerto Rico is calling for recovery efforts to start at the community level, led by 
those who sit closest to the climate, economic, and health challenges facing Puerto Rico in recent 
years, and best understand the work that remains to be done. 
 
In the three years since Hurricane Maria, the initial signatories have invested a combined more than 
$157 million to support a wide range of organizations and institutions based in Puerto Rico. Today the 
Ford Foundation announced that it will contribute an additional $10 million raised from its historic social 
bond offering to support organizations on the island. The full list of funding recipients will be 
announced in the coming months… 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Philanthropy – Impact Investing Assessment 
 
Tideline Launches Impact Verification Business, "BlueMark", to Strengthen Trust and 
Accountability in Impact Investing 
The Rockefeller Foundation and Radicle Impact have agreed to be founding investors in BlueMark  
October 1, 2020—Tideline, a specialist consultant for the impact investing industry, today announced 
the launch of BlueMark, an independent business providing impact verification services for investors 
and companies. BlueMark’s mission is “to strengthen trust in impact investing” through rigorous and 
independent assessments of an investor’s or company’s impact practices and performance, thereby 
building confidence and credibility in the impact label. The new business draws on Tideline’s deep 
expertise helping clients develop sophisticated impact investment strategies and practices, with third-
party verification now emerging as the next critical piece of a best-in-class approach. 
 
“Independent verification is essential for scaling the impact investing industry with integrity,” said 
Christina Leijonhufvud, a Managing Partner at Tideline who has transitioned to become CEO of 
BlueMark. “By introducing a reliable mechanism for establishing trust and accountability in the impact 
investment market, stakeholders can have greater confidence in impact claims and performance. Asset 
owners and institutional allocators especially benefit from the introduction of impact verification, which 
has the potential to dramatically simplify the impact screening and monitoring process and thereby 
mobilize greater capital flows toward positive societal impact.” 
 
Impact verification came to the forefront in April 2019 with the introduction of the Operating Principles 
for Impact Management (“OPIM” or the “Impact Principles”), led by the International Finance 
Corporation (“IFC”) and now featuring a growing group of more than 100 signatories with $300+ billion 
in combined impact assets under management dedicated to “establishing a common discipline around 
the management of investments for impact.” One of these Principles—Principle 9—specifically requires 

https://filantropiapr.org/services/commitments/justandresilient2020/
https://filantropiapr.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Recovery-after-Maria-when-for-whom-2020.pdf
https://filantropiapr.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Recovery-after-Maria-when-for-whom-2020.pdf
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/news/tideline-launches-impact-verification-business-bluemark-to-strengthen-trust-and-accountability-in-impact-investing/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/news/tideline-launches-impact-verification-business-bluemark-to-strengthen-trust-and-accountability-in-impact-investing/
https://www.impactprinciples.org/
https://www.impactprinciples.org/


   

  

signatories to publicly disclose and independently verify their alignment with the Principles on a regular 
basis… 
 
… The BlueMark team has designed proprietary methodologies for evaluating how each of the three 
key components of an investor’s impact management process—impact mandates, impact management 
practices, and impact reporting—are aligned with industry standards like OPIM, Global Reporting 
Initiative (GRI), Impact Management Project (IMP), the Global Impact Investing Network’s (GIIN) 
IRIS+, UN’s Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), and others… 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
COVID-19 Impacts 
 
New report reveals how the failures of the international community to combat COVID-19 
has led to dire consequences for millions of the most vulnerable  
IRC Press Release  
September 29, 2020  
:: A new report published by the International Rescue Committee details how the absence of global 
leadership, insufficient funding, and lack of coordination between countries has further exacerbated 
challenges for people within conflict settings. 
:: Compared to $8 trillion in domestic stimulus financing, only $48 billion has been raised specific to 
settings already impacted by conflict and crisis.  
:: Insufficient data in conflict settings means that the full spread and infection rate of COVID-19 is still 
unknown.  

New York, NY, September 29, 2020 — As the United Nations General Assembly comes to a close, a 
new report published by the International Rescue Committee (IRC) and written by The Economist 
Intelligence Unit, finds that the lack of a coordinated global approach to COVID-19 has had dire 
consequences for millions of the most vulnerable people around the world. Drawing comparisons with 
previous global crises, the report evaluates fundamental shortcomings of the multilateral system during 
COVID-19, such as the absence of global leadership, insufficient funding, and lack of coordination 
between countries specific to information-sharing, public health messaging, supply chain management, 
and humanitarian aid access. 

Main findings of the report include: 
:: The knock-on effects of COVID-19 are dire for the most vulnerable - containment measures 
and the resulting economic fallout have led to critical knock-on effects for those already impacted by 
crises. Within the first few months of lockdown, 15 million more known cases of gender-based violence 
were reported. An additional 70 to 100 million people could be pushed into extreme poverty, and ten of 
the world’s most fragile countries could face famine this year or in the first quarter of 2021. 
  
:: Countries continue to go it alone on COVID-19 - despite international mechanisms in place to 
navigate global health emergencies and address their economic, social, and political repercussions, 
heightened geo-political tensions and rivalries have led many countries to combat the virus and its 
aftermath in isolation, extending the depth and length of the outbreak for all. Political instability across 
G20 countries is higher now than during the outset of the global financial crisis or Ebola. 
  

https://www.rescue.org/press-release/new-report-reveals-how-failures-international-community-combat-covid-19-has-led-dire
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/new-report-reveals-how-failures-international-community-combat-covid-19-has-led-dire
https://covidcollectiveaction.economist.com/


   

  

:: Financing has been slow and inadequate - while countries have allocated an almost 
unprecedented $8 trillion in domestic economic stimulus packages, only $48 billion has been raised for 
settings already impacted by conflict and crisis. To date, about 27% of the Global Humanitarian 
Response Plan has been funded, compared to 64% during the Ebola crisis over a similar time period. 
  
:: Insufficient data means we do not yet know the full extent of the crisis - while countries 
such as Syria and Yemen are reporting low cases of COVID-19, comprehensive data and testing is 
unavailable within these contexts. Without these two critical elements within every country, we cannot 
achieve the level of monitoring needed to adequately understand the scale of nor effectively manage 
the pandemic. 

“The international community has both a moral obligation and strategic imperative to support the most 
vulnerable. A commitment to ‘leave no one behind’ is the only way to manage challenges like COVID-
19,” said David Miliband, president and CEO, International Rescue Committee. “COVID-19 is a cause of 
immense pain and suffering, but also a symptom of an under-powered system for global cooperation. 
It is time to call out the lack of global political leadership, and warn of its consequences. Borders are no 
protection from pandemics, economic recession, or climate change. The solutions to global problems lie 
in a renewed and reformed multilateral system, not a weaker one.” 

Mitigating the short- and long- term effects of COVID-19 will require collective, coordinated action 
between government leaders, policy makers, and humanitarian actors. And as scientists move quickly 
to develop a vaccine, it is imperative that international cooperation extends to its distribution, with 
vulnerable populations among the first in line. 

The full report can be found here along with a set of actionable recommendations for both the short- 
and long-term 

:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Life Science Companies and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation: Commitments to 
Expanded Global Access for COVID-19 Diagnostics, Therapeutics, and Vaccines  
Joint Communique   30 September 2020  [Editor’s text bolding] 
 
COVID-19’s existence anywhere poses a threat to communities everywhere. The health, social, and 
economic impacts can only be addressed through the collective actions of stakeholders across private, 
public, and philanthropic sectors in partnership with civil society. As organizations dedicated to 
improving and protecting global health, with our varied skills, roles, and resources, we remain 
committed to doing our part in ending this pandemic worldwide. Earlier this year AstraZeneca; Bayer; 
bioMérieux; Boehringer Ingelheim; Bristol Myers Squibb; Eisai; Eli Lilly; Gilead; GSK; Johnson & 
Johnson; Merck & Co. (known as MSD outside the U.S. and Canada); Merck KGaA, Darmstadt, 
Germany; Novartis; Pfizer; Roche; and Sanofi together with the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation each 
pledged ourselves to the fight against COVID-19. 
 
Collectively, we have launched the most expansive and ambitious pandemic R&D response 
effort in history, with the promise of a range of interventions that can help end the pandemic. 
Creating these innovations is not enough, however. Through partnerships with other 

https://covidcollectiveaction.economist.com/
https://www.novartis.com/sites/www.novartis.com/files/covid-19-global-access-communique.pdf
https://www.novartis.com/sites/www.novartis.com/files/covid-19-global-access-communique.pdf


   

  

stakeholders we are committed to ensuring global access to diagnostics, therapeutics, and 
vaccines that will help to accelerate the end of the pandemic.  
 
To accomplish this critical goal, we will:  
:: Develop innovations for patients worldwide. We will continue advancing the research and 
development of COVID-19 diagnostics, therapeutics, and vaccines that are suitable to meet the needs 
of populations around the world. To do so, we will work to expand clinical trials to account for diverse 
representation including lower-income settings and endeavor to address the specific product 
characteristics needed for use in lower-income settings even after new innovations are brought 
forward. 
 
:: Strive for timely availability. By scaling up manufacturing at unprecedented speed and much 
earlier than usual, we will bring large quantities of safe and effective innovations to countries around 
the world for broad distribution as early as possible, no matter their income level. Mechanisms for 
rapidly escalating supply must be aligned with the specific context of a rapid pandemic response and 
tailored to each product, with options including early voluntary licensing and appropriate approaches to 
peer-to-peer innovator company manufacturing agreements. 
 
:: Enable affordability for lower income countries. We will pursue a range of approaches to 
make products we are developing or supporting affordable in lower-income countries. These 
approaches will be independently determined by each supplier in response to the pandemic to address 
the significant affordability challenges, including approaches such as donations, not-for-profit supply, or 
equity-based tiered pricing based on countries’ needs and capabilities. 
 
:: Support effective and equitable distribution of these innovations globally. We will strive 
towards equitable allocation of our products and support global mechanisms like COVAX, recognizing 
the most effective approach to equitable access will vary across vaccines, therapeutics, and 
diagnostics. We also will use our collective voice alongside other global health stakeholders to advocate 
for the strengthening of health systems and distribution networks so crucial innovations reach everyone 
who needs them. In doing so, we support evidence-based prioritization so that health care workers, 
high-risk individuals, and other priority groups identified by WHO and other health authorities are 
protected for the duration of the pandemic, regardless of the country they live in. We will advocate for 
equitable distribution, recognizing that sovereign nations have final decision-making authority.  
 
:: Maintain public confidence in our innovations. We will continue making the safety of 
individuals who receive products we are developing or supporting the highest priority. Adherence to the 
strictest scientific and ethical standards in product development and in manufacturing processes will 
remain the top priority over speed or politics. 
 
Access to interventions to fight COVID-19 on a global scale requires financial resources, assets, 
infrastructure, and jurisdictional support and collaboration beyond the capacity or role of the 
signatories to this commitment. We therefore call on governments, multilateral institutions, 
companies, NGOs, and others to build on our commitments and efforts already underway 
to:  
:: Provide sufficient, dedicated, sustainable, and timely funding for the procurement and 
delivery of the tools necessary to end the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 



   

  

:: Diversify representation in critical decision-making and coordination bodies with special 
emphasis on voices representing low-income and lower-middle-income countries. 
 
:: Continue quickly developing and communicating clear guidance on product needs in lower-
resource settings as early as possible as our understanding of COVID-19 and the tools to combat it 
evolve. 
 
:: Advance fit-for-purpose regulatory and liability processes for all stakeholders involved, which 
prioritize safety while not slowing down access to critical new tools. 
 
:: Build and maintain public confidence in the approval mechanisms for diagnostics, 
therapeutics, and vaccines by ensuring robust safety and efficacy reviews and removing unwarranted 
political considerations from these discussions and the approval process. 
 
:: Enhance country readiness and in-country delivery systems by ensuring adequate expertise 
and resources are in place for effective country planning, distribution, and follow-up for new 
diagnostics, therapeutics, and vaccines. 
 
The world’s extraordinary situation requires unprecedented collaboration across every part of society. 
To date, we as life science and philanthropic organizations have risen to this challenge and recognize 
the need to push further. The commitments above will save lives only if partners across the entire 
development-to-deployment pathway work together to guarantee products reach the people who need 
them. The ACT-Accelerator offers a forum for collaboration and action, and the global community must 
collectively mobilize the resources partners have identified as critical to ending this pandemic for 
communities everywhere. By aligning those resources with the commitments above, we 
believe we will not only enable a faster path out of the current COVID-19 crisis but will 
also lay the foundation for a strong pandemic preparedness ecosystem the next time a 
pandemic arises.  
 
Pascal Soriot, Executive Director and CEO, AstraZeneca  
Stefan Oelrich, Member of the Board of Management, President of Pharmaceuticals, Bayer AG  
Bill Gates, Co-Chair and Trustee, Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation  
Melinda Gates, Co-Chair and Trustee, Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation  
Alexandre Mérieux, Chairman and CEO, bioMérieux  
Hubertus von Baumbach, Chairman, Board of Managing Directors, Boehringer Ingelheim GmbH  
Giovanni Caforio, Chairman and CEO, Bristol Myers Squibb  
Haruo Naito, Representative Corporate Officer and CEO, Eisai Co., Ltd.  
David A. Ricks, Chairman and CEO, Eli Lilly and Company  
Daniel O’Day Chairman and CEO, Gilead Sciences, Inc.  
Emma Walmsley, Chief Executive Officer, GSK  
Alex Gorsky, Chairman of the Board and CEO, Johnson & Johnson  
Kenneth C. Frazier, Chairman of the Board and CEO, Merck & Co. Inc.  
Belén Garijo, Vice Chair of the Executive Board, Deputy CEO, Merck KGaA, Darmstadt, Germany  
Vas Narasimhan, M.D., Chief Executive Officer, Novartis  
Albert Bourla, DVM, Ph.D., Chairman and CEO, Pfizer Inc.  
Dr Severin Schwan, Chief Executive Officer, Roche Group  
Paul Hudson, Chief Executive Officer, Sanofi 
 



   

  

:::::: 
:::::: 
 
EMERGENCIES 
 
Coronavirus [COVID-19] 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
 
Weekly Epidemiological Update  
Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19)  
28 September 2020  
Confirmed cases ::    34 495 176  [week ago: 32 429 965] 
Confirmed deaths ::    1 025 729  [week ago:     985 823] 
 
Global epidemiological situation  
To date, over 32.7 million COVID-19 cases and 991 000 deaths have been reported to WHO. During 
the week of 21–27 September, there were more than 2 million new cases and 36 000 new deaths 
reported, which is similar to the numbers reported the previous week. Cumulative deaths are expected 
to exceed one million in the coming week.  
 
The Region of the Americas continues to carry the highest incidence of COVID-19 globally (Table 1), 
reporting similar numbers of new cases and deaths as the previous week. The Region accounts for 
38% of all new cases and 52% of all new deaths reported in the past seven days. The Eastern 
Mediterranean Region showed the greatest increase (9%) in cases in the past week, while the 
European Region reported a substantial rise in deaths, with a 9% increase compared to the previous 
week. The WHO African, Western Pacific and South-East Asia Regions reported decreases in the new 
case and deaths over the past week… 
 
Key weekly updates  
:: COVID-19: Nearly 33 million cases and one million deaths in 9 months. As Dr Mike Ryan, Executive 
Director of WHO’s Health Emergencies Programme said at the press conference on Friday 25 
September, “the realities of getting a vaccine out there in the next nine months is a big task for 
everyone involved. There is a lot that can be done to save lives, both in terms of disease control, 
existing life-saving measures and the innovations that are coming down the pipe. Are we willing to 
make the investments now that are needed in the ACT Accelerator, especially in COVAX?”  
 
:: A total of 67 higher income economies have joined the COVAX Facility, with another 34 expected to 
sign, joining 92 low- and middle-income economies eligible for support for the procurement of 
vaccines. However, so far only a tenth of the $35 billion needed for scale-up and impact 
have been received, a small investment considering that the global economy is expected to contract 
by trillions of US dollars this year alone. WHO’s aim is to have two billion doses of vaccine available by 
the end of 2021.  
 
:: A new report from Every Woman Every Child, “Protect the Progress: Rise, Refocus, Recover, 2020” 
warns that the COVID-19 crisis is exacerbating existing inequities, with reported disruptions in essential 
health interventions disproportionately impacting the most vulnerable women and children. "There is 
no doubt that the pandemic has set back global efforts to improve the health and well-being of women 

https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/situation-reports/20200928-weekly-epi-update.pdf?sfvrsn=9e354665_6
https://protect.everywomaneverychild.org/


   

  

and children, but that should only serve to strengthen our resolve," said Dr Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus, WHO Director-General.  
 
:: WHO has released a video series, Science in 5, in which experts explain the science about specific 
issues related to COVID-19. So far five episodes have been released on subjects including herd 
immunity, SARS-CoV2, myths vs science, and reopening schools. Watch these short videos on WHO’s 
YouTube, Instagram, Facebook, Twitter, and LinkedIn accounts or listen to the podcasts.  
 
:: On 23 September, WHO together with the UN, specialised agencies and partners called on countries 
to develop and implement action plans to promote the timely dissemination of science-based 
information and prevent the spread of false information while respecting freedom of expression.  
 
:: WHO has published the Emergency Global Supply Chain System (COVID-19) catalogue, which lists all 
medical devices, including personal protective equipment, medical equipment, medical consumables, 
single use devices, laboratory and test-related devices that may be requested through the COVID-19 
Supply Portal.  
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Emergencies 
 
POLIO   
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
 
Polio this week as of 30 September 2020 
:: “The more time you can spend getting your shoes dusty walking and working together in the field, 
the better you will understand the challenges,” Says Dr Sue Gerber, a Senior Program Officer at the Bill 
& Melinda Gates Foundation (BMGF) in our latest Women Leaders in Polio Eradication feature. 
 
:: As part of the GPEI’s ongoing research activities to help achieve and sustain polio eradication, in 
particular to develop Sabin-IPV and polio vaccine-like particle (VLP) development, we have issued a call 
for nomination of experts to serve on the WHO polio eradication advisory panel on Sabin-IPV and polio 
VLP vaccine development. 
 
:: On 19 September 2019, a polio outbreak was declared in the Philippines after a 3-year-old 
child and several environmental samples tested positive for polioviruses. Fifteen other children have 
been paralyzed by polio since the outbreak started. To protect children from lifelong paralysis due to 
polio, vaccination rounds have been conducted in parts of the country. Meet the #HeroesEndingPolio 
who have been working to combat polio in the Philippines. 
 
Summary of new WPV and cVDPV viruses this week (AFP cases and environmental samples):  
:: Afghanistan: two WPV1 positive environmental samples 
:: Pakistan: one WPV1 case, 9 WPV1 positive environmental samples, three cVDPV2 cases and two 
cVDPV2 positive environmental samples 
:: Cameroon: one cVDPV2 case and one cVDPV2 positive environmental sample 
:: Democratic Republic of the Congo (DR Congo): six cVDPV2 cases 
:: Guinea: seven cVDPV2 cases 

https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/media-resources/science-in-5
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/media-resources/science-in-5
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/emergency-global-supply-chain-system-(covid-19)-catalogue
http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
http://polioeradication.org/news-post/women-leaders-in-polio-eradication-dr-sue-gerber/
http://polioeradication.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/call-for-EOI-for-experts-for-sIPV-VLP-AP.pdf
http://polioeradication.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/call-for-EOI-for-experts-for-sIPV-VLP-AP.pdf
https://www.who.int/philippines/emergencies/heroes-ending-polio


   

  

:: Sudan: one cVDPV2 case and five cVDPV2 positive environmental samples 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
Democratic Republic of the Congo - No new digest announcements identified 
Mozambique floods  - No new digest announcements identified 
Nigeria - No new digest announcements identified   
Somalia - No new digest announcements identified 
South Sudan   - No new digest announcements identified 
Syrian Arab Republic  - No new digest announcements identified 
Yemen - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
Afghanistan - No new digest announcements identified 
Angola   - No new digest announcements identified 
Burkina Faso [in French] - No new digest announcements identified 
Burundi  - No new digest announcements identified 
Cameroon  - No new digest announcements identified 
Central African Republic - No new digest announcements identified 
Ethiopia - No new digest announcements identified 
Iran floods 2019  - No new digest announcements identified 
Iraq - No new digest announcements identified 
Libya - No new digest announcements identified 
Malawi Floods - No new digest announcements identified 
Measles in Europe - No new digest announcements identified 
MERS-CoV  - No new digest announcements identified 
Mozambique  - No new digest announcements identified 
Myanmar  - No new digest announcements identified 
Niger - No new digest announcements identified 
occupied Palestinian territory  - No new digest announcements identified 
HIV in Pakistan  - No new digest announcements identified 
Sao Tome and Principe Necrotizing Cellulitis (2017)  - No new digest announcements identified 
Sudan  - No new digest announcements identified 
Ukraine - No new digest announcements identified 
Zimbabwe - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 1 Emergencies  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
Chad  - No new digest announcements identified 
Djibouti – Page not responding at inquiry 
Kenya   - No new digest announcements identified 
Mali  - No new digest announcements identified 
Namibia - viral hepatitis  - No new digest announcements identified 

http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cod/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/mozambique
http://www.who.int/emergencies/nigeria/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/somalia/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ssd/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/syr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/yem/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/afg/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/angola
https://www.afro.who.int/fr/countries/burkina-faso
https://www.afro.who.int/countries/burundi
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cmr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/caf/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/eth/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/irn/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/countries/irq/index.html
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/lby/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/malawi
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/communicable-diseases/measles-and-rubella
http://www.who.int/emergencies/mers-cov/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/mozambique
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mmr/en/
http://afro.who.int/fr/countries/niger
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/opt/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/pandemic-epidemic-diseases/news/who-and-partners-mobilize-hiv-drugs-for-infected-children-in-pakistan.html
http://afro.who.int/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/sdn/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ukr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/zwe/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tcd/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/fr/countries/dji/
http://www.afro.who.int/countries/kenya
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mli/en/
http://afro.who.int/news/baseline-assessment-national-viral-hepatitis-response-namibia


   

  

Tanzania  - No new digest announcements identified 
  
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – L3 Emergencies 
The UN and its humanitarian partners are currently responding to three 'L3' emergencies. This is the 
global humanitarian system's classification for the response to the most severe, large-scale 
humanitarian crises.  
Syrian Arab Republic   
:: Syrian Arab Republic: COVID-19 Humanitarian Update No. 19 As of 29 September 2020 
 
Yemen  
- No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Corporate Emergencies 
When the USG/ERC declares a Corporate Emergency Response, all OCHA offices, branches and 
sections provide their full support to response activities both at HQ and in the field. 
COVID-19    
:: Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) Situation Report 46: occupied Palestinian territory, issued 1 
October 2020, information for period: 5 March - 1 October 2020 
 
East Africa Locust Infestation   
::  Desert Locust situation update - 29 September 2020 
 

 
*                      *                       *                        * 

 
 

:: Agency/Government/IGO Watch 
We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for key 
media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on regional or global 
level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific coverage is limited. Please 
suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
 
 
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly  
[to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://www.un.org/press/en 
Selected Meetings/Press Releases/Announcements 
2 October 2020  
GA/12276 
Diffusing Looming Arms Race Critical for Global Security, Secretary General Warns, as 
General Assembly Marks International Day to Eliminate Nuclear Weapons 
The world must return to the path of nuclear disarmament towards strengthening global security and 
diffuse a looming arms race among nations with atomic arsenals, the Secretary-General told the 

http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tza/en/
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/syria
https://reliefweb.int/node/3674344
https://www.unocha.org/yemen
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/covid19
https://reliefweb.int/node/3675079
https://reliefweb.int/node/3675079
https://www.unocha.org/east-africa-locust-infestation
https://reliefweb.int/node/3674246
https://www.un.org/press/en
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/ga12276.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/ga12276.doc.htm


   

  

General Assembly at a high-level meeting commemorating and promoting the International Day for the 
Total Elimination of Nuclear Weapons. 
 
1 October 2020  
SG/SM/20300 
United Nations Continues Push for Massive Package to Rescue Most Vulnerable, Affordable 
‘People’s Vaccine’, Secretary-General Tells Horasis Forum 
Following is the text of UN Secretary-General António Guterres’ video message to the Horasis Forum, 
held today: 
 
30 September 2020  
DSG/SM/1466 
ACT-Accelerator Already Delivering Results in Core Areas of Diagnostics, Vaccines, 
Equitable Allocation, Deputy Secretary-General Tells High-Level Event 
 
30 September 2020  
GA/12274 
Make Bold Environmental Action Central Focus of Post Pandemic Economic Recovery, 
Speakers Urge as General Assembly Holds First Ever Global Biodiversity Summit 
The COVID-19 pandemic is a wake-up call to the world to halt an alarming decline in its rich biological 
diversity, but it is also a unique opportunity to put bold and ambitious environmental action at the 
heart of national post-coronavirus economic recovery strategies as the international community strives 
to fulfil the Sustainable Development Goals, speakers said today as the General Assembly hosted the 
first-ever global summit ever dedicated to biodiversity. 
 
29 September 2020  
DSG/SM/1464 
Deputy Secretary-General Spells Out Policy Options, in Remarks to High-Level Meeting on 
Financing for Development in COVID-19 Era, Post-Pandemic Period 
 
29 September 2020  
SG/SM/20288 
Global Recession Could Put 2030 Agenda Out of Reach, Secretary-General Tells Event on 
Post-Pandemic Financing for Development, Stressing ‘We Must Seize This Moment’ 
 
28 September 2020  
SG/SM/20287 
Secretary-General, in Message on Leaders’ Pledge for Nature, Urges New Global 
Framework to Address Biodiversity-Loss Drivers, Citing ‘Planetary Emergency’ 
 
 
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true  
Top News 
‘Shocking’ cycle of violence for migrants departing Libya to seek safety in Europe 
 
Human rights: Reported reprisals continue unabated, says UN  
 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm20300.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm20300.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/dsgsm1466.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/dsgsm1466.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/ga12274.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/ga12274.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/dsgsm1464.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/dsgsm1464.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm20288.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm20288.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm20287.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm20287.doc.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26337&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26322&LangID=E


   

  

Comment by UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Michelle Bachelet on Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict 
 
Climate crisis: States must stay the course on coal cuts - UN expert 
 
Human rights experts warn of damaging impact on Special Procedures from UN funding 
crisis  
 
 
United Nations Human Rights Council  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL 
Council News 
Human Rights Council 
45th session 
From: 14 September 2020 To: 07 October 2020 
 
 
Committee on the Rights of the Child [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx 
Latest News 
Committee on the Rights of the Child closes online limited eighty-fifth session 
1 October 2020 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the sale and sexual exploitation of children   [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx  
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed 
Conflict [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict 
[to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights   [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx 
Latest News 
UN expert calls for halt to mining at controversial Colombia site 

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26314&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26314&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26311&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26304&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26304&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session45/Pages/45RegularSession.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26334&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26306&LangID=E


   

  

28 September 2020 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable 
standard of physical and mental health  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx 
Latest News 
UN expert calls for halt to mining at controversial Colombia site 
28 September 2020 
 
 
Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx 
Latest News 
UN rights experts urge Nigeria to overturn death sentence for singer who shared song on 
WhatsApp  
28 September 2020 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples   [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx 
Latest news 
UN expert calls for halt to mining at controversial Colombia site 
28 September 2020 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN OCHA [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://www.unocha.org/  
Selected Press Releases     
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Centre for Humanitarian Data/HDX  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://centre.humdata.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNICEF  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases 
Statement 
10/02/2020  

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26306&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=26302&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=26302&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26306&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx
https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases
https://centre.humdata.org/
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases


   

  

Remarks by Henrietta Fore, UNICEF Executive Director, at press briefing on Education Plus 
initiative  
As prepared for delivery  
 
Statement 
10/02/2020  
Remarks by Henrietta Fore, UNICEF Executive Director, at Security Council meeting on 
universal connectivity & access to digital technology in conflict & post-conflict contexts  
As prepared for delivery  
 
Statement 
09/30/2020  
UNICEF statement on allegations of sexual exploitation and abuse in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo  
 
Press release 
09/30/2020  
UN agencies hail milestone as over 1000 asylum seekers relocated from Greece so far this 
year through EU initiative  
 
Statement 
09/30/2020  
Statement by Henrietta H. Fore, UNICEF Executive Director at the high-level side event on 
the ACT-Accelerator at the 75th session of UN General Assembly  
 
Statement 
09/29/2020  
UNICEF condemns the death of four children in Baghdad and calls on all parties to protect 
children from violence  
Statement attributable to Ms Hamida Lasseko, UNICEF Representative in Iraq  
 
Statement 
09/29/2020  
Statement by UNICEF Executive Director Henrietta Fore on 30th anniversary of World 
Summit for Children 
 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html 
Selected Announcements  
UNHCR launches new portal with verified higher education opportunities for refugees 
2 Oct 2020  
 
Colombian child rights defender wins UNHCR’s Nansen Refugee Award 
1 Oct 2020  
 
UN agencies hail milestone as over 1000 asylum seekers relocated from Greece so far this 
year through EU initiative 

https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/remarks-henrietta-fore-unicef-executive-director-press-briefing-education-plus
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/remarks-henrietta-fore-unicef-executive-director-press-briefing-education-plus
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/remarks-henrietta-fore-unicef-executive-director-security-council-meeting-universal
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/remarks-henrietta-fore-unicef-executive-director-security-council-meeting-universal
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-statement-allegations-sexual-exploitation-and-abuse-democratic-republic-congo
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-statement-allegations-sexual-exploitation-and-abuse-democratic-republic-congo
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/un-agencies-hail-milestone-over-1000-asylum-seekers-relocated-greece-so-far-year
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/un-agencies-hail-milestone-over-1000-asylum-seekers-relocated-greece-so-far-year
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/statement-henrietta-h-fore-unicef-executive-director-high-level-side-event-act
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/statement-henrietta-h-fore-unicef-executive-director-high-level-side-event-act
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-condemns-death-four-children-baghdad-and-calls-all-parties-protect-children
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-condemns-death-four-children-baghdad-and-calls-all-parties-protect-children
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/statement-unicef-executive-director-henrietta-fore-30th-anniversary-world-summit
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/statement-unicef-executive-director-henrietta-fore-30th-anniversary-world-summit
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/10/5f7709524/unhcr-launches-new-portal-verified-higher-education-opportunities-refugees.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/10/5f7709524/unhcr-launches-new-portal-verified-higher-education-opportunities-refugees.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/10/5f7709524/unhcr-launches-new-portal-verified-higher-education-opportunities-refugees.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/10/5f73260b4/colombian-child-rights-defender-wins-unhcrs-nansen-refugee-award.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/10/5f73260b4/colombian-child-rights-defender-wins-unhcrs-nansen-refugee-award.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/10/5f73260b4/colombian-child-rights-defender-wins-unhcrs-nansen-refugee-award.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/10/5f73260b4/colombian-child-rights-defender-wins-unhcrs-nansen-refugee-award.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/9/5f749a094/un-agencies-hail-milestone-1000-asylum-seekers-relocated-greece-far-year.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/9/5f749a094/un-agencies-hail-milestone-1000-asylum-seekers-relocated-greece-far-year.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/9/5f749a094/un-agencies-hail-milestone-1000-asylum-seekers-relocated-greece-far-year.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/9/5f749a094/un-agencies-hail-milestone-1000-asylum-seekers-relocated-greece-far-year.html


   

  

Joint IOM/UNHCR/UNICEF Press Release 
30 Sep 2020  
 
UNHCR and some 100 NGOs urge world not to leave refugees behind in COVID-19 
responses 
30 Sep 2020  
 
UNHCR urges more support for refugee higher education to withstand impact of COVID-19 
pandemic 
29 Sep 2020  
 
News comment: UNHCR welcomes Pope Francis’ support for internally displaced 
By Gillian Triggs, Assistant High Commissioner for Protection at UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency 
27 Sep 2020  
 
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
Selected Announcements 
IOM Warns of Humanitarian Crisis as Migrants Evicted from Bosnian Camp  
2020-10-02 03:48 
   Bihac - “This is what the start of a humanitarian crisis looks like”, warned IOM’s representative in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina today, as hundreds of migrants were forcibly removed from the IOM-run 
accommodation which has been sheltering migrants and refugees for almost two years.... 
 
IOM to Investigate Reports of Sexual Abuse and Exploitation in the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo  
2020-09-30 15:28 
   Geneva- The International Organization for Migration is gravely concerned by reports published in 
the media yesterday of sexual exploitation and abuse of women by aid workers in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo during the Ebola crisis.  
 
IOM, Migrant Forum in Asia Join Forces to Promote Ethical Recruitment and Protect 
Migrant Workers 
2020-10-01 16:47 
   Geneva – The International Organization for Migration (IOM) and Migrant Forum in Asia (MFA) are 
joining efforts to combat the unethical recruitment and exploitation of migrant workers. 
 
IOM, KSrelief Sign New Agreement to Support over 100,000 People in Yemen  
2020-10-01 00:26 
   Geneva – As the crisis in Yemen approaches its sixth year and the COVID-19 outbreak adversely 
impacts communities, humanitarian needs continue to rise across the country. 
 
IOM, Amazon Step Up COVID-19 Rohingya Refugee Response in Cox’s Bazar 
2020-09-29 13:57 
   Cox’s Bazar – The International Organization for Migration (IOM) is teaming with global technology 
leader Amazon to strengthen health response efforts during the COVID-19 pandemic in the Rohingya 
refugee settlements of Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh. By supporting frontline health... 

https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/9/5f749a094/un-agencies-hail-milestone-1000-asylum-seekers-relocated-greece-far-year.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/9/5f749a094/un-agencies-hail-milestone-1000-asylum-seekers-relocated-greece-far-year.html
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https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/9/5f72ea274/unhcr-urges-support-refugee-higher-education-withstand-impact-covid-19.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/9/5f705b404/news-comment-unhcr-welcomes-pope-francis-support-internally-displaced.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/9/5f705b404/news-comment-unhcr-welcomes-pope-francis-support-internally-displaced.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/9/5f705b404/news-comment-unhcr-welcomes-pope-francis-support-internally-displaced.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/9/5f705b404/news-comment-unhcr-welcomes-pope-francis-support-internally-displaced.html
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UNAIDS [to 3 Oct 2020]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
Selected Press Releases/Reports/Statements 
1 October 2020 
Young people discuss innovations to reduce health inequalities  
 
30 September 2020 
“I want to contribute to creating a world without stigma and discrimination”: young 
women living with HIV in Uzbekistan become activists  
 
28 September 2020 
New HIV infections increasingly among key populations  
 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 3 Oct 2020]  
www.who.int 
1 October 2020  
The best time to prevent the next pandemic is now: countries join voices for better 
emergency preparedness 
News release 
   COVID-19 will not be the world’s last health emergency and there is an urgent need for sustainable 
health emergency preparedness to deal with the next one. 
   This was the strong sentiment shared by participants of the United Nations General Assembly side-
event on ‘Sustainable preparedness for health security and resilience: Adopting a whole-of-society 
approach and breaking the “panic-then-forget” cycle’. The high-level virtual event was co-hosted by 
Finland, France and Indonesia, along with the World Health Organization (WHO)… 
 
Global partnership to make available 120 million affordable, quality COVID-19 rapid tests 
for low- and middle-income countries 
28 September 2020  
News release 
:: A full access package includes WHO policy guidance on the use of antigen-based rapid diagnostic 
tests, manufacturer volume guarantees for low and middle-income countries, catalytic funding to assist 
governments to deploy the tests and an initial US$50 million procurement fund 
:: Several rapid, point-of-care antigen tests are being assessed by WHO for Emergency Use Listing 
(EUL) 
:: Agreements between the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and test manufacturers Abbott and SD 
Biosensor make available innovative tests priced at a maximum of US$5 for low- and middle-income 
countries (LMICs) 
:: The Global Fund commits an initial US$50 million to enable countries to purchase the new tests, with 
the first orders expected to be placed this week 
:: Expedited market introduction of these tests in multiple LMICs is being supported through the Africa 
Centres for Disease Control and Prevention (Africa CDC), Unitaid, FIND, CHAI, and their partners 
:: This is the latest move from the Access to COVID-19 Tools (ACT) Accelerator to develop, procure 
and distribute critical new tools to fight the pandemic; new tests are urgently needed to meet the huge 
unmet needs for testing worldwide  

http://www.unaids.org/en
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/october/20201001_young-people
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/september/20200930_uzbekistan
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/september/20200930_uzbekistan
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/september/20200928_new-hiv-infections-increasingly-among-key-populations
http://www.who.int/
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/01-10-2020-the-best-time-to-prevent-the-next-pandemic-is-now-countries-join-voices-for-better-emergency-preparedness
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/01-10-2020-the-best-time-to-prevent-the-next-pandemic-is-now-countries-join-voices-for-better-emergency-preparedness
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/28-09-2020-global-partnership-to-make-available-120-million-affordable-quality-covid-19-rapid-tests-for-low--and-middle-income-countries
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/28-09-2020-global-partnership-to-make-available-120-million-affordable-quality-covid-19-rapid-tests-for-low--and-middle-income-countries
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/28-09-2020-global-partnership-to-make-available-120-million-affordable-quality-covid-19-rapid-tests-for-low--and-middle-income-countries
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/28-09-2020-global-partnership-to-make-available-120-million-affordable-quality-covid-19-rapid-tests-for-low--and-middle-income-countries


   

  

 
:::::: 
 
Weekly Epidemiological Record, 2 October 2020, vol. 95, 40 (pp. 477–488)  
Maternal and neonatal tetanus eliminated in the south-west geopolitical zone of Nigeria 
Progress in eliminating onchocerciasis in the WHO Region of the Americas: advances towards 
transmission suppression in parts of the Yanomami focus area. 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO      
:: Review of maternal deaths and the continuity of essential reproductive, maternal, an... 
01 October 2020  
   In the context of the double burden of COVID-19 and Humanitarian Emergencies in the Sahel region, 
analysis of data from the official weekly telegram-letter (TLOH) of the Ministry of Health's showed an 
unusually high number of institutional maternal deaths reported in this region during the four weeks 
(Week 16 to Week 19) of the year 2020, compared to data from the same period in 2019. 
:: Statement from Dr Matshidiso Moeti, WHO Regional Director for Africa, on Sexual Abus... 
30 September 2020  
   Brazzaville – The allegations of sexual exploitation and abuse by aid workers, who identified 
themselves as working for the World Health Organization (WHO) Ebola response in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo are deeply horrific and heartbreaking. All my life as a woman, doctor, leader, 
mother and health worker, I have fought against gender inequality, as well as sexual harassment and 
abuse. When I became WHO Regional Director for Africa, I committed to advancing women’s careers 
and interests in the workplace and robustly addressing sexual harassment. 
:: African island states launch joint medicines procurement initiative 
29 September 2020  
    Ministers of Health from seven small African island states today signed an agreement to jointly 
procure drugs and vaccines in a bid to improve quality and access to medicines and other health 
products. 
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
No new digest content identified 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
No new digest content identified 
 
WHO European Region EURO  
:: WHO and European Union support COVID-19 training for medical personnel in Georgia to improve 
health system readiness 30-09-2020  
:: Global solidarity in the fight against COVID-19 takes centre stage during Regional Director’s visit to 
Russian Federation 30-09-2020  
:: Tobacco use and exposure to second-hand smoke linked to more than 20% of deaths from coronary 
heart disease 29-09-2020  
  
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 

https://www.who.int/wer/2020/wer9540/en/
http://www.afro.who.int/
https://www.afro.who.int/news/review-maternal-deaths-and-continuity-essential-reproductive-maternal-and-child-health-0
https://www.afro.who.int/news/statement-dr-matshidiso-moeti-who-regional-director-africa-sexual-abuse-and-exploitation
https://www.afro.who.int/news/african-island-states-launch-joint-medicines-procurement-initiative
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=466:2008-media-center-press-releases&Itemid=40108&lang=en
http://www.searo.who.int/
http://www.euro.who.int/
https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-emergencies/coronavirus-covid-19/news/news/2020/9/who-and-european-union-support-covid-19-training-for-medical-personnel-in-georgia-to-improve-health-system-readiness2
https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-emergencies/coronavirus-covid-19/news/news/2020/9/who-and-european-union-support-covid-19-training-for-medical-personnel-in-georgia-to-improve-health-system-readiness2
https://www.euro.who.int/en/countries/russian-federation/news/news/2021/9/global-solidarity-in-the-fight-against-covid-19-takes-centre-stage-during-regional-directors-visit-to-russian-federation2
https://www.euro.who.int/en/countries/russian-federation/news/news/2021/9/global-solidarity-in-the-fight-against-covid-19-takes-centre-stage-during-regional-directors-visit-to-russian-federation2
https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/noncommunicable-diseases/cardiovascular-diseases/news/news/2020/9/tobacco-use-and-exposure-to-second-hand-smoke-linked-to-more-than-20-of-deaths-from-coronary-heart-disease2
https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/noncommunicable-diseases/cardiovascular-diseases/news/news/2020/9/tobacco-use-and-exposure-to-second-hand-smoke-linked-to-more-than-20-of-deaths-from-coronary-heart-disease2
http://www.emro.who.int/


   

  

:: WHO Regional Director's press briefing statement on vaccine development and COVAX Facility for 
COVID-19  30 September 2020 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
No new digest content identified 
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2020/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
Latest from News Centre 
COVID-19: B20-UNDP Joint Statement 
   The B20 and UNDP welcome the commitments made in the G20 Leaders’ Extraordinary Summit (i) to 
foster collaboration between the public and private sectors in both the development and distribution 
of…    
Posted on September 29, 2020 
 
2020 Equator Prize winners show nature-based solutions ahead of UN Biodiversity Summit 
   The 11th Equator Prize Award Ceremony honored 10 Indigenous and local communities from across 
the world in a virtual gala event, delivering a powerful message of local leadership to the UN…    
Posted on September 29, 2020 
 
Human rights dimensions of COVID-19: role and experiences of National Human Rights 
Institutions 
Statement Delivered by Asako Okai at the opening of the virtual event on ‘The human rights 
dimensions of COVID-19: the role and experiences of NHRIs’ , co-sponsored by the Permanent Missions 
to the…  
Posted on September 28, 2020 
 
 
UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
Publications  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm 

http://www.emro.who.int/media/news/who-regional-directors-press-briefing-statement-on-vaccine-development-and-covax-facility-for-covid-19-30-september-2020.html
http://www.emro.who.int/media/news/who-regional-directors-press-briefing-statement-on-vaccine-development-and-covax-facility-for-covid-19-30-september-2020.html
http://www.wpro.who.int/
https://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2020/
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/news/2020/b20-undp-joint-statement.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/news/2020/2020-equator-prize-winners-show-nature-based-solutions-.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/speeches/2020/the-human-rights-dimensions-of-covid-19--role-and-experiences-of.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/speeches/2020/the-human-rights-dimensions-of-covid-19--role-and-experiences-of.html
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm


   

  

http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://www.unenvironment.org/ 
Press Releases/Speeches 
01 Oct 2020   Press release  
Historic UN Summit on Biodiversity sets stage for a global movement toward a green 
recovery from COVID-19 
New York, 30 September 2020 — Recognizing that the continued deterioration and degradation of the 
world’s natural ecosystems were having major impacts on the lives and livelihoods of people 
everywhere, world… 
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
29 Sep 2020   Press release  
Food loss and waste must be reduced for greater food security and environmental 
sustainability  
Rome/Nairobi/New York , 29 September 2020 – At the global event marking today the first 
International Day of Awareness of Food Loss and Waste, the UN Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO), the UN Environment… 
 
 
UNDRR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://www.undrr.org/ 
Updates 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/  
News 
“A job for life is no longer a thing” – growing up in time of uncertainty 
2 October 2020, New York  
   Coming of age during a global pandemic and devastating climate change, today’s youth find 
themselves managing their transition to an adulthood where nothing is certain except uncertainty. But 
they are not the first generation for whom growing up feels like a plunge into the unknown. An 
intergenerational dialogue organized by UN DESA this week invited people of all ages to discuss ways 
of coping with uncertainties and finding jobs in a worsening market. 
According to the International Labour Organization (ILO), COVID-19 has devastated job prospects for 
the world’s 1.2 billion young people—a demographic already facing an unemployment rate three times 
higher than adults before the crisis. Participants at the event, part of UN DESA’s Global Online Policy 
Dialogue Series, developed policy ideas that will be shared with the UN Secretary-General and UN 
Special Envoy on Youth… 
 
Listen to older people’s ‘suggestions and ideas’ for more inclusive societies 
1 October 2020, New York  

http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/
https://www.unenvironment.org/
https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/press-release/historic-un-summit-biodiversity-sets-stage-global-movement-toward
https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/press-release/historic-un-summit-biodiversity-sets-stage-global-movement-toward
https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/press-release/food-loss-and-waste-must-be-reduced-greater-food-security-and
https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/press-release/food-loss-and-waste-must-be-reduced-greater-food-security-and
https://www.undrr.org/
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/social/intergenerational-dialogue-2.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/social/listen-to-older-peoples-suggestions-and-ideas-for-more-inclusive-societies.html


   

  

   Amidst the COVID-19 pandemic, the world is reckoning with the disproportionate and severe impact 
that the virus has wrought on the “health…rights and well being” of older persons, the UN chief has 
said, marking the international day highlighting their issues. 
“Older people must be a priority in our efforts to overcome COVID 19”, Secretary-General António 
Guterres said in his message for the 30th anniversary of the International Day of Older Persons, 
celebrated annually on 1 October. 
   He shone a light on the need to examine how the pandemic might change how we address age and 
ageing in our societies, stressing that more opportunities and increased access to health, pensions and 
social protection for older persons were “crucial”. 
   In releasing his policy guidance on making the lives of older persons better, back in May, the top UN 
official pointed out the overall coronavirus fatality rate is higher for them… 
 
 
UNESCO  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://en.unesco.org/news 
Selected Latest News 
World Teachers' Day: Joint Statement from UNESCO, ILO, UNICEF and Education 
International 
10/4/2020 
 
Launch of a guidebook to prepare science, technology and innovation roadmaps to achieve 
the Sustainable Development Goals 
10/2/2020 
 
Milestone in UNESCO’s development of a global recommendation on Open Science 
Press release 
10/1/2020  
:: First draft of the UNESCO Recommendation on Open Science   
:: Towards a UNESCO recommendation on open science: building a global consensus on open science 
 
UNESCO to hold a policy dialogue on preserving documentary heritage at risk 
29/09/2020 
UNESCO aims to build an international policy agenda for digital preservation of documentary heritage 
through a policy dialogue on 27 October 2020. 
The ongoing COVID-19 pandemic has exposed the urgent need for universal access to documentary 
heritage as a knowledge resource, particularly as memory institutions seek to reopen their doors to the 
public on a more sustainable basis. Alongside this need is the near lack of enabling policies for 
preserving and giving access to documentary heritage items. This is further exacerbated by the 
dwindling of funds available to archives, libraries and museums, thereby increasing the risk of 
permanent loss of heritage. 
Against this background, UNESCO is organizing an online policy dialogue among memory institutions 
and other stakeholders aimed at identifying policy gaps in the digital preservation of documentary 
heritage at risk. In so doing, the Organization is seeking to build an international policy agenda for 
digital preservation that will unpack the cultural, economic, technological and legal aspects around it. 
The policy dialogue will take place on 27 October 2020 via ZOOM and will be split across two sessions 
at 8am CET and 5pm CET to accommodate an international audience across different time zones. The 
first session will address questions about cultural identity and sustainability, while the second will focus 
on technology and legal frameworks. Participants can use the same registration link for both sessions. 

https://www.un.org/sg/
https://www.un.org/sg/
https://www.un.org/en/observances/older-persons-day%C2%A0
https://www.un.org/coronavirus
http://en.unesco.org/news
https://en.unesco.org/news/world-teachers-day-joint-statement-unesco-ilo-unicef-and-education-international
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https://en.unesco.org/news/milestone-unescos-development-global-recommendation-open-science
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000374409.page=10
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000373209
https://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-hold-policy-dialogue-preserving-documentary-heritage-risk


   

  

The entire event will be livestreamed on UNESCO’s YouTube channel, and available for viewing at any 
time… 
 
 
International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS)  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://www.icomos.org/en/ 
Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://unhabitat.org/ 
News and Stories 
Statement by UN-Habitat Executive Director Maimunah Mohd Sharif World Habitat Day 
2020 
Friday 2 October, 2020  
 
The Secretary-General Video Message on World Habitat Day 5 October 2020 
Friday 2 October, 2020  
 
 
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ILO International Labour Organization  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm 
Labour Overview in Latin America and the Caribbean 
ILO: 34 million jobs lost by the COVID-19 crisis in Latin America and the Caribbean   
01 October 2020  
The pandemic has led to a drastic contraction in employment and income in the region, but signs of an 
early recovery suggests the situation could begin to improve in the coming weeks. 
 
Blog 
All women are working women   
01 October 2020  
Twenty-five years on from the landmark Beijing Women’s Conference, aspirations for a gender equal 
world still need to be achieved. The ILO’s first female Deputy Director-General, Mary Chinery-Hesse, 
who led the ILO delegation to Beijing, reflects on the Conference and what still needs to be done. 
 
Blog 

https://www.youtube.com/unesco
https://www.icomos.org/en/
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp
http://unhabitat.org/
https://unhabitat.org/statement-by-un-habitat-executive-director-maimunah-mohd-sharif-world-habitat-day-2020
https://unhabitat.org/statement-by-un-habitat-executive-director-maimunah-mohd-sharif-world-habitat-day-2020
https://unhabitat.org/the-secretary-general-video-message-on-world-habitat-day-5-october-2020
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_756771/lang--en/index.htm
https://iloblog.org/2020/10/01/all-women-are-working-women/
https://iloblog.org/2020/10/01/all-women-are-working-women/
https://iloblog.org/2020/10/01/all-women-are-working-women/


   

  

Latin America and Caribbean show way to green COVID-19 recovery   
29 September 2020  
Greening the world of work post-COVID-19 could create millions of jobs in the most bio-diverse region 
on the planet. However, the right policies need to be put in place to ensure they are decent jobs. 
 
 
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://www.icao.int/  
Latest News and Highlights     
ICAO Council President encourages solidarity and a focus on building back more 
sustainably at ATAG 2020 Global Forum 
29/9/20 
   
 
IMO International Maritime Organization  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx 
Latest Press Briefings  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release 
Press Releases 
Support grows for Systematic Observations Financing Facility  
 Publish Date: 2 October 2020  
   Three major European meteorological institutions have joined the World Meteorological Organization 
(WMO) to announce their support for the creation of a new Systematic Observations Financing Facility. 
 
 
UPU  Universal Postal Union   [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://www.upu.int/en/News-Media/Press/Press-Releases 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html 
News 
Improving the quality of COVID-19 testing in the Arab region 
   VIENNA, 30 September 2020 – Reliable COVID-19 tests are crucial in the fight against the global 
pandemic. Now, medical laboratories in the Arab region will better able to deliver accurate COVID-19 
test results thanks to an initiative of the Arab Accreditation Cooperation (ARAC) and the UN Industrial 
Development Organization (UNIDO). 
 
 
International Organization for Standardization (ISO)  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/ 
News 

https://iloblog.org/2020/09/29/latin-america-and-caribbean-show-way-to-green-covid-19-recovery/
http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/ICAO-Council-President-encourages-solidarity-and-a-focus-on-building-back-more-sustainably-at-ATAG-2020-Global-Forum.aspx
https://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/ICAO-Council-President-encourages-solidarity-and-a-focus-on-building-back-more-sustainably-at-ATAG-2020-Global-Forum.aspx
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release/support-grows-systematic-observations-financing-facility
https://www.upu.int/en/News-Media/Press/Press-Releases
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html
https://www.unido.org/news/improving-quality-covid-19-testing-arab-region
https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/


   

  

By Barnaby Lewis on 2 October 2020  
Keeping cyberspace safe for 30 years  
 
By Clare Naden on 30 September 2020  
Banking on safe transactions  
The International Standard for IBAN has just been updated.  
 
By Clare Naden on 29 September 2020  
Accent on quality  
A new standard for language learning services just published  
 
 
UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://www.unwto.org/news 
News 
Asia and the Pacific  Ethics  
Indonesia Becomes First Signatory of UNWTO Tourism Ethics Convention 
02 Oct 2020  
   The Republic of Indonesia has become the first signatory of the Framework Convention on Tourism 
Ethics, the landmark instrument created to ensure global tourism is fair, inclusive, more transparent, 
and works for everyone.  
   The ceremony, hosted by the World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) in Madrid, is a significant step 
towards the ratification of the Convention, which was adopted during the 23rd meeting of the UNWTO 
General Assembly in September 2019. With the sector currently facing up to the biggest crisis in its 
history, today’s signing was a clear sign that Member States are looking to UNWTO for firm leadership 
and remain committed to its mission to use this pause as an opportunity to realign tourism. 
   The Convention was hailed as a “big step forward” towards introducing a universal, legally binding 
ethical code for tourism, one of the world’s most important socio-economic sectors. In a special 
ceremony attended by the country’s Ambassador to Spain Bapak Hermono and hosted at the UNWTO 
headquarters, Indonesia became the first country to sign, signalling its strong commitment to uphold 
the highest ethical principles as it expands its tourism sector… 
 
All Regions  Innovation  
UNWTO to Harness the Power of A.I to Link Tourism Workers with Jobs 
01 Oct 2020  
 
All Regions  SDGs  
UNWTO and FAO to Work Together on Developing Tourism for Rural Development 
29 Sep 2020 
 
 
WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/ 
Press Releases 
Daren Tang Assumes Functions as WIPO Director General 
Daren Tang, a national of Singapore, officially assumed his functions as Director General of the World 
Intellectual Property Organization on October 1, 2020, starting a six-year mandate at the helm of the 
Organization. 

https://www.iso.org/news/ref2563.html
https://www.iso.org/news/ref2560.html
https://www.iso.org/news/ref2558.html
https://www.unwto.org/news
https://www.unwto.org/news/indonesia-becomes-first-signatory-of-unwto-tourism-ethics-convention
https://www.unwto.org/news/unwto-to-harness-the-power-of-ai-to-link-tourism-workers-with-jobs
https://www.unwto.org/news/unwto-and-fao-to-work-together-on-developing-tourism-for-rural-development
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/
https://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/articles/2020/article_0024.html


   

  

Oct 1, 2020 PR/2020/867 
 
 
CBD  Convention on Biological Diversity [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://www.cbd.int/ 
Announcements 
30.09.2020 Statement by Ms. Elizabeth Mrema, Executive Secretary of the Convention on 
Biological Diversity, at the High-level Side Event of the United Nations  
 
:::::: 
 
USAID [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Announcements 
Announcing the Public Release of the USAID Self-Reliance Country Roadmaps for Fiscal 
Year 2021  
October 1, 2020 
On October 1, 2020, the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) released the third 
iteration of our Journey to Self-Reliance Country Roadmaps, and published additional resources related 
to the Journey to Self-Reliance on the public portal. The Country Roadmaps serve as USAID's flagship 
analytical tool for assessing self-reliance in a given country, based on 17 independent, publicly 
available metrics that capture the concepts of Commitment and Capacity. 
 
USAID Announces New $100 Million Project to Anticipate Threats Posed by Emerging 
Infectious Diseases  
September 30, 2020 
Today, the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) launched Strategies to 
Prevent Spillover (STOP Spillover) a five-year, $100 million project to anticipate and address threats 
posed by the emerging zoonotic diseases that pose the greatest risk of jumping from animals to 
humans. STOP Spillover will play a significant role in the implementation of the U.S. Government's 
Global Health Security Strategy, including support for the Global Health Security Agenda. 
 
U.S. Government Releases its Annual Report on the Progress and Impact of its 
Investments in the Global Health Security Agenda  
September 29, 2020 
Today, the United States Government released, "Strengthening Health Security Across the Globe: 
Progress and Impact of U.S. Government Investments in the Global Health Security Agenda." This 
whole-of-Government report demonstrates the determination of the United States to continue to 
advance health security at home and abroad. 
 
 
Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office [nee DFID]  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/foreign-commonwealth-development-office 
Selected Press Releases. Announcements 
UK sends vital aid to refugees affected by Greek camp fire  
UK support will help nearly 2,000 vulnerable families prepare, cook and serve food, and solar lanterns 
will help people stay safe. 
Updated: 1 October 2020  

https://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/articles/2020/article_0024.html
https://www.cbd.int/
https://www.cbd.int/doc/speech/2020/sp-2020-09-30-marine-en.pdf
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https://www.cbd.int/doc/speech/2020/sp-2020-09-30-marine-en.pdf
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/oct-1-2020-announcing-public-release-usaid-self-reliance-country-roadmaps-fy2021
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/oct-1-2020-announcing-public-release-usaid-self-reliance-country-roadmaps-fy2021
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/sep-30-2020-usaid-announces-new-100-million-project-threats-emerging-infectious
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/sep-30-2020-usaid-announces-new-100-million-project-threats-emerging-infectious
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/sep-29-2020-usg-annual-report-progress-and-impact-global-health-security
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/sep-29-2020-usg-annual-report-progress-and-impact-global-health-security
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/foreign-commonwealth-development-office
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-sends-vital-aid-to-refugees-affected-by-greek-camp-fire


   

  

 
Prime Minister's speech at the UN High-Level summit on biodiversity: 30 September 2020  
At UNGA 2020 Boris Johnson outlined the UK's approach to protecting biodiversity at home and around 
the world. 
Updated: 30 September 2020  
 
Tackling COVID-19 together through the ACT-Accelerator: Foreign Secretary's statements  
Dominic Raab co-chaired this high-level event in UNGA 2020, calling for international collaboration for 
global access to new vaccines, treatments and testing. 
Updated: 30 September 2020  
 
50 Ambassadors sign letter supporting LGBT rights in Poland  
50 Ambassadors from around the world, including the UK and representatives of international 
organisations, have expressed support for LGBT rights in Poland 
Updated: 28 September 2020  
 
 
ECHO  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news 
Latest News 
EU provides initial emergency aid to civilians affected by the Nagorno Karabakh conflict 
02/10/2020 
   Following an outbreak of fighting in the Nagorno Karabakh conflict zone, the EU is announcing an 
allocation of emergency humanitarian aid to all the civilian population affected by the conflict, on both 
sides of the contact line. 
 
:::::: 
 
African Union [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://www.au.int/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of Social  
Press releases 
AU launches the second edition of the Labour Migration Statistics Report 
September 30, 2020  
 
Africa’s digital acceleration path in the “new normal” 
September 30, 2020  
 
COVID-19, Women, Peace and Security Agenda and Multilateralism 
September 30, 2020  
 
Trade and Development Bank donates half a million dollars to COVID-19 response 
September 30, 2020  
 
Bold steps taken to make African trade easier, help small businesses 
September 28, 2020  
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/preserving-global-biodiversity
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ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://asean.org/category/news/asean-secretariat-news/ 
Secretariat News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
European Commission [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1 
Latest     
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
OECD  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://www.oecd.org/  
News 
New OECD PISA report reveals challenge of online learning for many students and schools  
29-September-2020 
   The COVID-19 pandemic has led to school closures across the world and forced teachers and 
students in many countries to adapt quickly to teaching and learning online. But a new OECD PISA 
report reveals wide disparities both between and within countries in the availability of technology in 
schools and of teachers’ capacities to use ICT effectively.  
 
More efforts needed from governments, regulators and business to unlock full potential of 
sustainable finance  
29-September-2020 
   Governments and regulators should urgently work together to improve the data used for 
environmental, social and governance (ESG) investing, according to a new OECD report.  
 
 
Organization of American States (OAS)   [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://www.oas.org/en/ 
Press Releases 
Declaration of the Secretary General of the OAS, Luis Almagro, regarding recent military 
attacks of Azerbaijan in Nagorno-Karabakh  
September 27, 2020 
 
 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://www.oic-oci.org/  
Selected Press Releases 
OIC Ad Hoc Ministerial Committee on Accountability for Human Rights Violations against 
Rohingya holds consultative meeting in Riyadh 
The OIC Ad Hoc Ministerial Committee on Accountability for Human Rights Violations against the 
Rohingya held a consultative meeting at the level of Permanent Representatives in Riyadh on 30 
September 2020.... 
30/09/2020 
 

http://asean.org/category/news/asean-secretariat-news/
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1
http://www.oecd.org/
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International Day of Older Persons 2020: Al-Othaimeen Calls for Seniors to be Protected 
from COVID-19 Risks 
Secretary-General of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation, Dr Yousef Al-Othaimeen, called on the 
Member States, relevant OIC organs and institutions and NGOs to intensify efforts to address COVID-
19 risks for the elderly, especially amid lockdown measures in response to coronavirus pandemic.... 
30/09/2020 
 
 
Group of 77  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://www.g77.org/ 
Latest Statements and Speeches 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by His Excellency Dr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali, President 
of the Cooperative Republic of Guyana, to the United Nations Summit on Biodiversity (New York, 30 
September 2020) 
 
:::::: 
 
UNCTAD  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx 
28 Sep 2020 –  
Africa could gain $89 billion annually by curbing illicit financial flows, UN says  
 
 
World Customs Organization – WCO  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://www.wcoomd.org/ 
Latest News – Selected Items 
01 October 2020  
WCO announces new funding for enforcement programmes linked to anti-money 
laundering, counter-terrorism and canine detection.  
 
30 September 2020  
WCO Secretary General visits Lebanon to secure high-level support for Customs reform  
 
 
WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
WTO News and Events 
DDG Wolff: I am optimistic about improving transparency at the WTO 
1 October 2020 
Deputy Director-General Alan Wolff expressed optimism on 1 October that WTO members could agree 
on steps for improving transparency at the WTO. In remarks delivered to the Graduate Institute’s 
“Geneva Trade Week”, DDG Wolff said members’ constructive response to the WTO Secretariat’s real-
time monitoring of COVID-19-related trade measures shows what is possible for enhancing the 
multilateral trading system’s transparency and predictability. “There is no doubt we can do more,” 
including providing members with more active support, he added.  
 
:::::: 
 

https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=24758&ref=15139&lan=en
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IPU  Inter-Parliamentary Union   [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases 
Press releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Court of Justice  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases 
Latest Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Criminal Court (ICC)  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
Trying individuals for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/ 
News 
Statement of the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court, Fatou Bensouda, at 
yesterday’s media briefing in the Central African Republic: “my Office continues to 
investigate all alleged crimes, no matter on which side of the conflict.”  
Statement 30 September 2020 Office of the Prosecutor 
 
Assembly President O-Gon Kwon welcomes the final report of the Group of Independent 
Experts  
Press Release 29 September 2020 Assembly of States Parties 
 
:::::: 
  
World Bank [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week]  
Inclusive Resilience in South Asia 
In South Asia, the World Bank strives to better advance social inclusion in disaster and climate 
resilience projects by addressing the varying needs of people with different backgrounds. Through 
advisory...  
Date: October 05, 2020 Type: Brief 
 
Remarks by World Bank Group President David Malpass at the UNGA High Level Side Event 
on Accelerating the End of the COVID-19 Pandemic 
Secretary-General Guterres, Excellencies, and Distinguished Colleagues. I am very pleased to be here 
today to address COVID vaccinations. The World Bank Group is determined to take action to help 
people...  
Date: September 30, 2020 Type: Speeches and Transcripts  
 
Remarks by World Bank Group President David Malpass at the UNGA High Level Side Event 
on Accelerating the End of the COVID-19 Pandemic 
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http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/speech/2020/09/30/remarks-by-world-bank-group-president-david-malpass-at-the-unga-high-level-side-event-on-accelerating-the-end-of-the-covid-19-pandemic


   

  

Secretary-General Guterres, Excellencies, and Distinguished Colleagues. I am very pleased to be here 
today to address COVID vaccinations. The World Bank Group is determined to take action to help 
people...  
Date: September 30, 2020 Type: Speeches and Transcripts  
 
East Asia and Pacific: Pandemic “Triple Shock” Hitting Economies Across Region 
While economic activity is reviving in some countries, long-term threats to growth and poverty 
reduction remain[Download the report here] WASHINGTON, September 28, 2020—COVID-19 has 
delivered a triple...  
Date: September 28, 2020 Type: Press Release  
 
 
IMF  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article 
News, Announcements 
October 2, 2020 
Reform of the International Debt Architecture is Urgently Needed – IMF Blog  
 
October 1, 2020 
Resolving Global Debt: An Urgent Collective Action Cause  
 
September 30, 2020 
Opening Remarks by IMF Managing Director Kristalina Georgieva at the Saudi G20 
Presidency-IMF Forum on “Enhancing Access to Opportunities in Arab Countries”  
Access to opportunity is an issue of deep importance, including for the Fund. It is an issue that Sheikh 
Sabah cared about deeply. And it is even more important during the COVID-19 crisis, which is hitting 
those who already lacked opportunity the hardest. 
 
September 29, 2020 
Meeting of Heads of State and Government ‘Financing for Development in the Era of 
COVID-19 and Beyond’  
The situation is grave in many low-income countries – they have been hit hard by ... What is required 
of us? . 
 
 
African Development Bank Group  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://www.afdb.org/en 
Press Releases 
African Development Bank named to the board of World Business Angels Investment 
Forum  
28-Sep-2020 
 
 
Asian Development Bank  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://www.adb.org/news/releases 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-•          
30 Sep 2020 
ADB Approves $110 Million Grant to Enhance Power Supply in Afghanistan  

http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2020/09/28/east-asia-and-pacific-pandemic-triple-shock-hitting-economies-across-region
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article
https://blogs.imf.org/2020/10/01/reform-of-the-international-debt-architecture-is-urgently-needed/
https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2020/10/01/sp100120-resolving-global-debt-an-urgent-collective-action-cause
https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2020/09/30/georgieva-remarks-at-saudi-g20-event-enhancing-access-to-opportunities-in-the-arab-countries
https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2020/09/30/georgieva-remarks-at-saudi-g20-event-enhancing-access-to-opportunities-in-the-arab-countries
https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2020/09/29/sp092920-high-level-meeting-on-financing-for-development-in-the-era-of-covid-19-and-beyond
https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2020/09/29/sp092920-high-level-meeting-on-financing-for-development-in-the-era-of-covid-19-and-beyond
https://www.afdb.org/en
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/african-development-bank-named-board-world-business-angels-investment-forum-38018
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/african-development-bank-named-board-world-business-angels-investment-forum-38018
http://www.adb.org/news/releases
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-approves-110-million-grant-enhance-power-supply-afghanistan


   

  

   The Asian Development Bank today approved a $110 million grant to boost power supply and 
strengthen Afghanistan’s energy sector by improving its sustainability and promoting cross-border 
trade in energy.    
 
 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank   [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-
level announcements are added each week] 
News  
Beijing, China, Sep. 28, 2020 
AIIB Approves USD150-M Loan to Improve Digital Connectivity in Indonesia 
   The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) is ramping up its investment in digital infrastructure 
among its members, with a USD150-million nonsovereign loan to Satelit Nusantara Tiga (SNT) for a 
multi-functional satellite that will cover 45 million people. 
 
 
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news 
News 
02 OCT  
IFAD becomes first UN fund to receive a credit rating, providing a boost to the world’s 
poorest people  
 
26 SEP  
The role of South-South and Triangular Cooperation in transforming food systems within 
the context of COVID-19  
 
 
Islamic Development Bank  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://www.isdb.org/ 
News 
Serba Dinamik International Ltd Donates Critical Medical Equipment to Senegal as Part of 
a US$ 2.25 Million Package to Support IsDB’s Strategic Preparedness and Response 
Package Through the Reverse Linkage Modality to Combat the COVID-19 Pandemic 
   Serba Dinamik International Ltd (Serba Dinamik), a publicly listed private sector company from 
Malaysia, has made a commitment to donate a response package worth US$ 2.25 million to support 
the Islamic Development Bank’s (IsDB) Strategic Preparedness and Response Package through the 
Reverse Linkage modality to help combat the COVID-19 pandemic.   
4 October 2020 
 

 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 
 

:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
   We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new research and 
major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, collaborations, and initiatives 

https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/2020/AIIB-Approves-USD150-M-Loan-to-Improve-Digital-Connectivity-in-Indonesia.html
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/42105544
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/42105544
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/42103552
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/42103552
https://www.isdb.org/
https://www.isdb.org/news/serba-dinamik-international-ltd-donates-critical-medical-equipment-to-senegal-as-part-of-a-us-225-million-package-to-support-isdbs-strategic-preparedness-and-response-package-through-the-reverse-linkage-modality-to-combat-the-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.isdb.org/news/serba-dinamik-international-ltd-donates-critical-medical-equipment-to-senegal-as-part-of-a-us-225-million-package-to-support-isdbs-strategic-preparedness-and-response-package-through-the-reverse-linkage-modality-to-combat-the-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.isdb.org/news/serba-dinamik-international-ltd-donates-critical-medical-equipment-to-senegal-as-part-of-a-us-225-million-package-to-support-isdbs-strategic-preparedness-and-response-package-through-the-reverse-linkage-modality-to-combat-the-covid-19-pandemic


   

  

across the human rights, humanitarian response and development spheres of action.  WE will not 
reference fundraising announcements, programs, events or appeals, and generally not include content 
which is primarily photo-documentation or video in format. 
 
 
Action Contre la Faim – Action Against Hunger  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org 
Communiqués de presse  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Alliance for International Medical Action (ALIMA)  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://www.alima-ngo.org/en/press-room 
PRESS RELEASES 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://newsroom.amref.org/category/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases     
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Aravind Eye Care System  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://aravind.org/ 
Aravind News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
  
BRAC  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://www.brac.net/#news 
Latest  
COVID-19, Financial inclusion  
Building resilience in the midst of ensuing chaos in the Philippines 
September 29, 2020  
by Bobby Irven  
   With lockdowns continuing to wreak havoc on the extreme poor populations in the Philippines, the 
Graduation pilot running there has shown great results in building the resilience and security for 
participants and their families. 
 
COVID-19  
Towards the great reset: How do we build a more inclusive post-COVID world? 
September 28, 2020  
by Anika Haque and Shadman Sadab  
   Nearly six months into the global Covid-19 crisis, the fight is far from over. It is now high time to 
reset, reboot, and consider our reformation strategy going forward, both nationally and internationally. 
 
 

http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/
https://www.alima-ngo.org/en/press-room
http://amref.org/news/news/
https://newsroom.amref.org/category/press-releases/
https://aravind.org/
http://www.brac.net/#news
http://blog.brac.net/building-resilience-in-the-midst-of-ensuing-chaos-in-the-philippines/
http://blog.brac.net/author/bobbyirven/
http://blog.brac.net/towards-the-great-reset-how-do-we-build-a-more-inclusive-post-covid-world/
http://blog.brac.net/author/anikah/
http://blog.brac.net/author/shadman-sadab/


   

  

Clubhouse International  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html 
News 
Registrations Are Now OPEN for 2020 VIRTUAL USA Clubhouse Conference 
Join us for an interactive and creative Virtual Conference -- October 8-9, 2020! Registration is now 
open. 
 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://drc.ngo/ 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ECPAT  [to 3 Oct 2020]  
http://www.ecpat.net/news 
News from ECPAT 
Mayerlín Vergara Pérez awarded for supporting hundreds of child victims of sexual 
exploitation 
01/10/2020 
For 21 years, Mayerlín Vergara Pérez has protected children from sexual exploitation through her work 
at ECPAT Colombia, Fundación Renacer. The organisation has supported more than 22.000 child 
victims since its founding 32 years ago. We are incredibly proud of Mayerlín’s work in helping hundreds 
of these children, and today we’re happy to congratulate her to the prestigious UNHCR Nansen 
Refugee Award. 
 
 
Fountain House  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/  
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Humanity & Inclusion  [nee Handicap International]  [to 3 Oct 2020]  
https://hi.org/en/index 
All news 
HI helps anti-personnel victim Ismail live with dignity again  
Lebanon | PUBLISHED ON September 28th 2020  
 
 
Heifer International  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://www.heifer.org/ 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HelpAge International  [to 3 Oct 2020]  
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/ 

http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html
https://clubhouse-intl.org/2020-usa-clubhouse-conference/
https://drc.ngo/
http://www.ecpat.net/news
https://www.ecpat.org/news/nansen-refugee-award/
https://www.ecpat.org/news/nansen-refugee-award/
https://fundacionrenacer.org/
https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2020/10/5f73260b4/colombian-child-rights-defender-wins-unhcrs-nansen-refugee-award.html
https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2020/10/5f73260b4/colombian-child-rights-defender-wins-unhcrs-nansen-refugee-award.html
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press
https://hi.org/en/index
https://hi.org/en/news/hi-helps-anti-personnel-victim-ismail-live-with-dignity-again
https://www.heifer.org/
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/


   

  

Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
No new digest content identified. 

 
 
ICRC  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports     
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict: Civilians bearing brunt of surge in violence 
   Geneva (ICRC) – As the recent escalation of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict worsens, civilians are 
bearing the brunt of the surge in violence, the International Committee of the Red Cross said on 
Friday.Civilian deaths and injuries, including of childr 
02-10-2020 | News releas 
   
ICRC calls on States to affirm civilians and civilian infrastructure must be protected 
against cyber operations 
   As delivered by Tilman Rodenhäuser, ICRC Thematic Legal AdviserDistinguished Chair, Excellencies, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,The ICRC is grateful for the opportunity to participate in this second round of 
informal meetings of the Open-Ended Working Group.A 
29-09-2020 | Statement 
   
Joint press statement by UN office of Special Envoy for Yemen and ICRC on 4th meeting of 
Supervisory Committee 
   Joint press statement by UN office of Special Envoy for Yemen and ICRC on release of 1,081 conflict-
related detainees and prisoners. 
27-09-2020 | News release 
 
 
IFRC   [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
Guatemala, Honduras 
Hundreds receive aid as migrants cross into Guatemala 
Geneva/Panama, 2 October 2020 – The Guatemalan and Honduran Red Cross Societies are providing 
assistance and care to hundreds of migrants who have crossed the border from Honduras to 
Guatemala. In Guatemala, Red Cross volunteers have been deployed to E … 
2 October 2020 
 
Global 
“A million individual tragedies” – IFRC statement as official COVID-19 death toll hits 1 
million 
Geneva, 28 September 2020 – The following is attributable to Jagan Chapagain, Secretary General of 
the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC): “Today, we stand in grim 
solidarity with the hundreds of thousands of famili … 
28 September 2020 
 
Indonesia 
Two years after tsunami, communities tackle COVID-19 crisis 

https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/treaty-prohibition-nuclear-weapons-truly-historic-achievement
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/icrc-calls-states-affirm-civilians-and-civilian-infrastructure-must-be-protected-against
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/icrc-calls-states-affirm-civilians-and-civilian-infrastructure-must-be-protected-against
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/joint-press-statement-un-office-special-envoy-yemen-and-icrc-4th-meeting-supervisory
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/joint-press-statement-un-office-special-envoy-yemen-and-icrc-4th-meeting-supervisory
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/hundreds-receive-aid-migrants-cross-guatemala/
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/million-individual-tragedies-ifrc-statement-official-covid-19-death-toll-hits-1-million/
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/million-individual-tragedies-ifrc-statement-official-covid-19-death-toll-hits-1-million/
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/two-years-tsunami-communities-tackle-covid-19-crisis/


   

  

Palu/Jakarta/Kuala Lumpur, 28 September 2020 – Two years after an earthquake and tsunami struck 
communities in Central Sulawesi, Indonesia, thousands of survivors face a severe socio-economic crisis 
caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. The September 28 ear … 
28 September 2020 
 
 
International Medical Corps (IMC)   [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/ 
Story 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IRC  International Rescue Committee  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 
Media highlights [Selected] 
Press Release  
The Trump Administration proposes a new low number for refugee admissions at 15,000 
for fiscal year 2021; refugee admissions on hold until President Trump signs new order; 
IRC calls for swift action to meet the new refugee target 
October 1, 2020  
 
Press Release  
IRC launches response to Ebola outbreak in DRC as new assessment finds massive need 
amidst COVID pandemic 
September 30, 2020  
 
Press Release  
New report reveals how the failures of the international community to combat COVID-19 
has led to dire consequences for millions of the most vulnerable  
September 29, 2020  
 
Press Release  
Beirut: 1 in 4 children risk dropping out of school warns IRC 
September 28, 2020  
 
 
IRCT  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://irct.org/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Islamic Relief Worldwide  [to 3 Oct 2020]  
https://www.islamic-relief.org/ 
Latest News, Blog  
Bangladesh 
Because women can: Geeta proves it’s never too late to fight poverty and prejudice 
Published: 1 October, 2020  

https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/trump-administration-proposes-new-low-number-refugee-admissions-15000-fiscal-year-2021
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/trump-administration-proposes-new-low-number-refugee-admissions-15000-fiscal-year-2021
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/trump-administration-proposes-new-low-number-refugee-admissions-15000-fiscal-year-2021
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/irc-launches-response-ebola-outbreak-drc-new-assessment-finds-massive-need-amidst-0
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/irc-launches-response-ebola-outbreak-drc-new-assessment-finds-massive-need-amidst-0
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/new-report-reveals-how-failures-international-community-combat-covid-19-has-led-dire
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/new-report-reveals-how-failures-international-community-combat-covid-19-has-led-dire
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/beirut-1-4-children-risk-dropping-out-school-warns-irc
https://irct.org/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/because-women-can-geeta-proves-its-never-too-late-to-fight-poverty-and-prejudice/


   

  

 
Country (News) 
Rebuilding lives two years after the devastating earthquake struck Sulawesi 
Published: 28 September, 2020  
 
 
Landsea   [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Medecins du Monde   [to 3 Oct 2020]  
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/ 
Press Releases 
Ensuring Access to Safe Abortion across Europe 
The European Safe Abortion Networking Group is a group of national, regional and international SRHR 
organisations based in Europe, working for universal access to safe, legal abortion. 
    Statement by the European Safe Abortion Networking Group for International Safe Abortion Day, 28 
September 2020.  
 
 
Mercy Corps [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
News Releases & Alerts  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 3 Oct 2020]  
http://www.msf.org/ 
Latest [Selected Announcements] 
Greece  
European policies of deterrence and containment degrade human life  
Op-Ed 1 Oct 2020  
 
South Sudan  
Young biotechnologists at the forefront of the COVID-19 response  
Project Update 1 Oct 2020  
 
Women's health  
Proposed changes to US Global Gag Rule threaten wider harm to women  
Interview 28 Sep 2020  
 
 
Operation Smile  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office 
Program Schedule 
Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve every 
opportunity for safe surgical care.  

https://www.islamic-relief.org/rebuilding-lives-two-years-after-the-devastating-earthquake-struck-sulawesi/
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/
https://www.medecinsdumonde.org/en/news/nos-combats/2020/09/22/ensuring-access-safe-abortion-across-europe
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases
http://www.msf.org/
https://www.msf.org/european-policies-deterrence-and-containment-degrade-human-life
https://www.msf.org/young-biotechnologists-fighting-covid-19-south-sudan
https://www.msf.org/proposed-changes-us-anti-abortion-rule-threaten-wider-harm-women
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office
http://www.operationsmile.org/approach/program-schedule


   

  

 
  
OXFAM [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://www.oxfam.org/en/ 
Selected News/Announcements      
Why the World Bank should be calling for a People's vaccine 
30 September 2020 
   Responding to the World Bank's proposal of a $12 billion initiative to help poor countries purchase 
COVID-19 vaccines, Anna Marriott, Health Policy Advisor at Oxfam, said: "The World Bank is right to be 
concerned about whether poorer countries will be able to afford COVID-19 vaccines and treatments 
and they should use their influence accordingly." 
   
As pandemic deaths pass 1 million, COVID survivors from 37 countries write to 
pharmaceutical bosses to demand a People's Vaccine 
29 September 2020 
   Survivors of COVID-19 from 37 countries are among almost 1,000 people who have signed an open 
letter to pharmaceutical industry leaders calling for a ‘people's vaccine’ and treatments that are 
available to all – free from patents. The letter comes on the eve of a high-level side event about the 
pandemic at the UN General Assembly in New York. 
 
 
Norwegian Refugee Council   [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://www.nrc.no/ 
Latest news  
Syria | 30. Sep 2020  
Statement following investigation into alleged Al Hol camp smuggling 
Following reports linking the Norwegian Refugee Council to alleged smuggling of people from Al Hol 
camp in Syria, we have conducted thorough internal investigations and can firmly establish that these 
reports are untrue.  
 
Cameroon | 28. Sep 2020  
NGOs call for drastic scale-up of assistance amid soaring needs in Far North Region of 
Cameroon 
Relentless attacks on civilians, large scale floods and the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic are 
exacerbating an already critical humanitarian crisis in Cameroon’s Far North. International NGOs active 
in the region are calling for a drastic scale-up of the humanitarian response to address the needs of the 
most vulnerable.  
 
 
Pact  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://www.pactworld.org/  
Latest News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Partners In Health  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://www.pih.org/news 
News      

https://www.oxfam.org/en/
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/why-world-bank-should-be-calling-peoples-vaccine
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/pandemic-deaths-pass-1-million-covid-survivors-37-countries-write-pharmaceutical
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/pandemic-deaths-pass-1-million-covid-survivors-37-countries-write-pharmaceutical
http://www.nrc.no/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2020/september/syria-statement/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2020/september/cameroon-needs/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2020/september/cameroon-needs/
http://www.pactworld.org/
https://www.pih.org/news


   

  

University Hospital of Mirebalais’ Residency Program Fuels Next Generation of Doctors in 
Haiti  
   PIH partners with Zamni Lasante to offer 6 medical residency programs at University Hospital of 
Mirebalais—so far, 123 residents have graduated and 98% have opted to stay in Haiti, contributing to 
building a stronger health system.  
October 1, 2020  
 
In Illinois, PIH Shares Global Contact Tracing Expertise 
   PIH is advising the Illinois Department of Public Health as it scales a contact tracing program to meet 
the unique needs of the communities it serves--one of several programs within PIH's U.S. Public Health 
Accompaniment Unit launched in response to COVID-19.  
September 30, 2020  
 
 
PATH  [to 3 Oct 2020]  
https://www.path.org/media-center/  
Press Releases 
PATH applauds passage of critical COVID-19 emergency funding legislation in U.S. House 
of Representatives 
October 1, 2020 by PATH  
The newly updated HEROES Act not only proposes support for COVID-19 pandemic response in the 
United States, but also adds critical emergency funding for global health programs. 
 
PATH receives grant to combat soil-transmitted helminth infections 
September 30, 2020 by PATH  
A grant from the GHIT Fund will support partners in the United States and Japan to develop a new low-
cost, broad spectrum anthelmintic protein Cry5B oral treatment option. 
 
 
Plan International/BORNEfonden  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Save The Children [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://www.savethechildren.net/news 
News 
2 October 2020 - Colombia 
Spike in killing and recruitment of children and youth in Colombia  
 
1 October 2020 - Global 
COVID-19 places half a million more girls at risk of child marriage in 2020 
 
30 September 2020 - United Kingdom 

Mika ‘I ❤️ Beirut’ concert raises over €1m for people of Lebanon  

 
30 September 2020 - Yemen 

https://www.pih.org/article/university-hospital-mirebalais-residency-program-fuels-next-generation-doctors-haiti
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https://www.pih.org/article/illinois-pih-shares-global-contact-tracing-expertise
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https://www.savethechildren.net/news/spike-killing-and-recruitment-children-and-youth-colombia
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/spike-killing-and-recruitment-children-and-youth-colombia
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/covid-19-places-half-million-more-girls-risk-child-marriage-2020
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/covid-19-places-half-million-more-girls-risk-child-marriage-2020
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/mika-%E2%80%98i-%E2%9D%A4%EF%B8%8F-beirut%E2%80%99-concert-raises-over-%E2%82%AC1m-people-lebanon
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/mika-%E2%80%98i-%E2%9D%A4%EF%B8%8F-beirut%E2%80%99-concert-raises-over-%E2%82%AC1m-people-lebanon
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/save-children%E2%80%99s-statement-findings-group-eminent-experts-yemen-report


   

  

SAVE THE CHILDREN’S STATEMENT ON THE FINDINGS OF THE GROUP OF EMINENT 
EXPERTS IN YEMEN REPORT 
 
29 September 2020 - Afghanistan 
Save the Children: ‘Children are the innocent casualties of a conflict raging around them' 
 
 
SOS-Kinderdorf International  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/news 
All News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Tostan  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://www.tostan.org 
News/Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Women for Women International  [to 3 Oct 2020]  
https://www.womenforwomen.org/ 
Blogs & Updates 
October 1, 2020  
To Grow a Peaceful Future in Rwanda, Invest in Women  
 
 
World Vision  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://wvi.org/ 
Newsroom  
COVID-19 surge in Northwest Syria as cases multiply by 14 times in one month  
October 2nd 2020  
 
Response to allegations raised by the Thomson Reuters Foundation  
September 29th 2020  
  We are shocked by the Thomson Reuters Foundation investigation into sexual abuse in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo. World Vision has worked tirelessly to address Ebola and the wider 
humanitarian crisis in the region for several years and any misuse of power is reprehensible and 
against our mission and core values. We stand with survivors of exploitation and abuse, and are 
horrified by reports of widespread coercion of women to exchange sex for work.   
When we first heard about these allegations, from the journalists involved in the article, 
we immediately launched a globally led investigation which is still ongoing. Sexual exploitation or 
abuse is unacceptable in any World Vision operation, and we will act on all the investigation’s findings… 
 
Takeo commits for better public service delivery  
September 29th 2020  
  
:::::: 
 

https://www.savethechildren.net/news/save-children%E2%80%99s-statement-findings-group-eminent-experts-yemen-report
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/save-children%E2%80%99s-statement-findings-group-eminent-experts-yemen-report
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/save-children-%E2%80%98children-are-innocent-casualties-conflict-raging-around-them
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/save-children-%E2%80%98children-are-innocent-casualties-conflict-raging-around-them
https://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/news
http://www.tostan.org/latest-news
https://www.womenforwomen.org/
https://www.womenforwomen.org/blogs/grow-peaceful-future-rwanda-invest-women
http://wvi.org/newsroom
https://www.wvi.org/newsroom/syria-crisis-response/covid-19-surge-northwest-syria-cases-multiply-14-times-one-month
https://www.wvi.org/newsroom/congo/statement-exploitation-allegations-democratic-republic-congo
https://www.wvi.org/emergencies/fighting-ebola
https://www.wvi.org/newsroom/cambodia/takeo-commits-better-public-service-delivery


   

  

Electronic Frontiers Foundation 
https://www.eff.org/updates?type=press_release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
  
Freedom House [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://freedomhouse.org/ 
Latest Updates  
Principles for Safeguarding US Democracy  
Press release   September 28, 2020 
   The United States has a unique capacity and a moral obligation to cultivate alliances with free nations 
and lend support to democracy advocates in authoritarian or transitional settings. 
 
 
Human Rights Watch  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://www.hrw.org/ 
Featured Commentary, Announcements, Statements 
October 2, 2020  
Saudi Arabia: ‘Image Laundering’ Conceals Abuses  
The Saudi government has spent billions of dollars hosting major entertainment, cultural, and sporting 
events as a deliberate strategy to deflect from the country’s image as a pervasive human rights 
violator. 
 
October 2, 2020  News Release  
Russia Expands Facial Recognition Despite Privacy Concerns  
 
September 30, 2020  News Release  
US: New York Police Planned Assault on Bronx Protesters  
     
  
Transparency International  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases 
Press 
Condemnation of proposed impunity for politicians and officials in Poland 
Statement on the proposed ‘bill on specific solutions related to preventing, counteracting and 
combating COVID-19, other infectious diseases and resultant crisis situations.’  
   Transparency International strongly opposes proposed legislation in Poland (bill no. 539) that would 
exempt authorities from liability for unlawful activities connected to the COVID-19 pandemic or…  
 
29 September 2020  
The right to know is crucial in a crisis 
COVID-19 is no reason for restrictions on freedom of information 
   This International Right to Know Day, we call on all governments and public authorities to ensure 
that the ongoing COVID-19 crisis is not a pretext for limiting citizens’ right to information. Legal…  
28 September 2020  
 
::::: 
 

https://www.eff.org/updates?type=press_release
https://freedomhouse.org/
https://freedomhouse.org/article/principles-safeguarding-us-democracy
https://freedomhouse.org/article/principles-safeguarding-us-democracy
https://www.hrw.org/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/10/02/saudi-arabia-image-laundering-conceals-abuses
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/10/02/russia-expands-facial-recognition-despite-privacy-concerns
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/09/30/us-new-york-police-planned-assault-bronx-protesters
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases
https://www.transparency.org/en/press/condemnation-of-proposed-impunity-for-politicians-and-officials-in-poland
https://www.transparency.org/en/press/the-right-to-know-is-crucial-in-a-crisis


   

  

ChildFund Alliance  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://childfundalliance.org/ 
News/ Statements 
Joint NGO Statement on Yemen  
September 29, 2020 
by International Civil Society Organizations 
  
 
CONCORD  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://concordeurope.org/  
Latest News and Events 
How does CONCORD fit into a “New Power” world? 
Sep 29, 2020 | Director's Blog 
We want to build a new narrative, one based on equality, hope and justice. What better than to 
introduce new power techniques to support us in this? 
  
 
The Elders  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://theelders.org/news-media 
Selected Press Releases and Major Announcements 
News 
The need for principled global leadership and cooperation has never been more important 
02 Oct 2020 
As COVID-19 continues to hit our societies at great cost, the need for far-sighted, innovative and 
principled global leadership and cooperation has never been more important. 
[See Week in Review for detail] 
 
News 
Marking 20 years since UN Resolution 1325 on Women, Peace and Security  
02 Oct 2020 
As part of activities to highlight the crucial role of women in conflict mediation, The Elders are taking 
part in a specially convened gathering at Wilton Park from 5-7 October. 
 
News 
Escazú Agreement: Climate action and human rights in Latin America and the Caribbean 
29 Nov 2019 
The Elders are calling for the early ratification of the Escazú Agreement. 
Access to Justice, Climate Change 
 
News 
The Elders mourn the passing of Kuwait's Emir 
29 Sep 2020 
The Elders' statement on the passing of Kuwaiti Emir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmed Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
Conflict 
 
Statement 
We cannot postpone climate action: major global announcements made on safeguarding 
the future 

https://childfundalliance.org/
Joint%20NGO%20Statement%20on%20Yemen
http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/
https://concordeurope.org/2020/09/29/new-power/
http://theelders.org/news-media
https://www.theelders.org/news/need-principled-global-leadership-and-cooperation-has-never-been-more-important
https://www.theelders.org/news/marking-20-years-un-resolution-1325-women-peace-and-security
https://www.theelders.org/news/escaz-agreement-climate-action-and-human-rights-latin-america-and-caribbean
https://www.theelders.org/news/elders-mourn-passing-kuwaits-emir
https://www.theelders.org/news/we-cannot-postpone-climate-action-major-global-announcements-made-safeguarding-future
https://www.theelders.org/news/we-cannot-postpone-climate-action-major-global-announcements-made-safeguarding-future


   

  

28 Sep 2020 
On 28 September, The Leaders’ Pledge for Nature launched virtually in New York: a commitment made 
by 64 world leaders to putting the climate crisis and preservation of nature at the heart of post-
pandemic economic recovery plans. 
Climate Change 
 
 
Evidence Aid   [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://www.evidenceaid.org/ 
New Resources  
Thoracic imaging for diagnosing COVID‐19: accuracies are uncertain (search done on 5 
May 2020)  Added October 1, 2020 
 
Neurological manifestations and COVID-19 (multiple reviews)  Added October 1, 2020 
 
Effects of brief exposure to water, breast milk substitutes, or other liquids, on the success 
and duration of breastfeeding  Added October 1, 2020 
 
Infant feeding policies in maternity wards and their effect on breast-feeding success  
Added October 1, 2020 
 
Treatment of severe and moderate acute malnutrition in low- and middle-income settings  
Added October 1, 2020 
 
Magnesium supplementation in pregnancy  Added September 29, 2020 
 
Vitamin C supplementation in pregnancy  Added September 29, 2020 
 
Nutrient‐enriched formula versus standard formula for preterm infants following hospital 
discharge  Added September 29, 2020 
 
Multinutrient fortification of human breast milk for preterm infants following hospital 
discharge  Added September 29, 2020 
 
 
Gavi [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://www.gavi.org/ 
News releases  
1 October 2020 
Gavi to provide US$ 150 million to support low- and middle-income countries’ readiness to 
deliver COVID-19 vaccines 
:: The Gavi Board has approved the provision of US$ 150 million in initial funding to jumpstart support 
COVAX AMC-eligible countries’ readiness to deliver COVID-19 vaccines, in the form of planning, 
technical assistance and cold chain equipment 
:: The Board also provisionally approved new governance structures for the COVAX Facility that aim to 
ensure a voice for all economies and partners engaged in the effort to ensure global, equitable access 
to safe and effective COVID-19 vaccines 

http://www.evidenceaid.org/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/thoracic-imaging-for-diagnosing-covid%e2%80%9019-accuracies-are-uncertain-search-done-on-5-may-2020/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/thoracic-imaging-for-diagnosing-covid%e2%80%9019-accuracies-are-uncertain-search-done-on-5-may-2020/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/thoracic-imaging-for-diagnosing-covid%e2%80%9019-accuracies-are-uncertain-search-done-on-5-may-2020/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/thoracic-imaging-for-diagnosing-covid%e2%80%9019-accuracies-are-uncertain-search-done-on-5-may-2020/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/neurological-manifestations-and-covid-19-multiple-reviews/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/neurological-manifestations-and-covid-19-multiple-reviews/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/effects-of-brief-exposure-to-water-breast-milk-substitutes-or-other-liquids-on-the-success-and-duration-of-breastfeeding/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/effects-of-brief-exposure-to-water-breast-milk-substitutes-or-other-liquids-on-the-success-and-duration-of-breastfeeding/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/effects-of-brief-exposure-to-water-breast-milk-substitutes-or-other-liquids-on-the-success-and-duration-of-breastfeeding/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/effects-of-brief-exposure-to-water-breast-milk-substitutes-or-other-liquids-on-the-success-and-duration-of-breastfeeding/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/infant-feeding-policies-in-maternity-wards-and-their-effect-on-breast-feeding-success/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/infant-feeding-policies-in-maternity-wards-and-their-effect-on-breast-feeding-success/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/infant-feeding-policies-in-maternity-wards-and-their-effect-on-breast-feeding-success/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/infant-feeding-policies-in-maternity-wards-and-their-effect-on-breast-feeding-success/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/treatment-of-severe-and-moderate-acute-malnutrition-in-low-and-middle-income-settings/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/treatment-of-severe-and-moderate-acute-malnutrition-in-low-and-middle-income-settings/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/treatment-of-severe-and-moderate-acute-malnutrition-in-low-and-middle-income-settings/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/treatment-of-severe-and-moderate-acute-malnutrition-in-low-and-middle-income-settings/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/magnesium-supplementation-in-pregnancy/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/magnesium-supplementation-in-pregnancy/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/vitamin-c-supplementation-in-pregnancy/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/vitamin-c-supplementation-in-pregnancy/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/nutrient%e2%80%90enriched-formula-versus-standard-formula-for-preterm-infants-following-hospital-discharge/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/nutrient%e2%80%90enriched-formula-versus-standard-formula-for-preterm-infants-following-hospital-discharge/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/nutrient%e2%80%90enriched-formula-versus-standard-formula-for-preterm-infants-following-hospital-discharge/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/nutrient%e2%80%90enriched-formula-versus-standard-formula-for-preterm-infants-following-hospital-discharge/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/multinutrient-fortification-of-human-breast-milk-for-preterm-infants-following-hospital-discharge/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/multinutrient-fortification-of-human-breast-milk-for-preterm-infants-following-hospital-discharge/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/multinutrient-fortification-of-human-breast-milk-for-preterm-infants-following-hospital-discharge/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/multinutrient-fortification-of-human-breast-milk-for-preterm-infants-following-hospital-discharge/
https://www.gavi.org/
https://www.gavi.org/news/media-room/gavi-provide-us-150-million-support-low-and-middle-income-countries-readiness
https://www.gavi.org/news/media-room/gavi-provide-us-150-million-support-low-and-middle-income-countries-readiness


   

  

   …The Board gave approval for the provisional establishment of governance bodies that will involve all 
168 self-financing and AMC-eligible economies engaged in the COVAX Facility. The 76 self-financing 
economies will form part of the COVAX Shareholders Council, while the 92 economies eligible for the 
COVAX AMC will form part of the AMC Engagement Group. Both groups will serve a non-technical 
strategic and advisory function with respect to operational aspects of COVAX Facility implementation, 
and will be self-organising… 
 
29 September 2020 
New collaboration makes further 100 million doses of COVID-19 vaccine available to low- 
and middle-income countries 
:: Collaboration among the Serum Institute of India (SII), Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance and the Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation will accelerate manufacturing and delivery of up to an additional 100 million 
doses of future vaccines, if proven to be safe and effective, for low- and middle-income countries in 
2021 
:: The expansion follows August’s announcement of up to 100 million doses to be delivered by the 
collaboration, bringing the total now to be delivered by the partnership to up to 200 million doses of 
COVID-19 vaccines, priced at a maximum of US$ 3 per dose, with an option to secure more 
:: Dr Seth Berkley: “This is vaccine manufacturing for the Global South, by the Global South, helping us 
to ensure no country is left behind when it comes to the race for a COVID-19 vaccine” 
 
29 September 2020 
José Manuel Barroso named as new Chair of the Gavi Board 
:: Gavi Board unanimously approves the selection of former Prime Minister of Portugal and President of 
the European Commission José Manuel Barroso as its new Chair 
:: Barroso will replace Dr Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala, whose term ends in December 2020. 
:: Barroso: “The world needs Gavi now more than ever, both to ensure COVID-19 vaccines reach every 
country, rich and poor, and to press ahead with its core mission to protect hundreds of millions of 
people from preventable diseases.” 
 
 
Getty Conservation Institute   [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://www.getty.edu/research/ 
Latest News    
Archive of Venezuelan Photographer Alfredo Boulton Comes to the GRI 
The archive contains 4,000 prints, and 20,000 negatives 
Amy Hood | October 1, 2020 
 
 
Global Fund  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/ 
News/Updates  
Global partnership to make available 120 million affordable, quality COVID-19 rapid tests 
for low- and middle-income countries  
28 September 2020  
   A set of agreements to make available, for low and middle-income countries, affordable, high-quality 
COVID-19 antigen rapid tests were today announced by the Access to COVID-19 Tools (ACT) 
Accelerator.  
 

https://www.gavi.org/news/media-room/gavi-provide-us-150-million-support-low-and-middle-income-countries-readiness
https://www.gavi.org/news/media-room/gavi-provide-us-150-million-support-low-and-middle-income-countries-readiness
https://www.gavi.org/news/media-room/new-collaboration-makes-further-100-million-doses-covid-19-vaccine-available-low
https://www.gavi.org/news/media-room/new-collaboration-makes-further-100-million-doses-covid-19-vaccine-available-low
https://www.gavi.org/news/media-room/jose-manuel-barroso-named-new-chair-gavi-board
https://www.getty.edu/research/
http://blogs.getty.edu/iris/archive-of-venezuelan-intellectual-and-photographer-alfredo-boulton-comes-to-the-getty-research-institute/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/2020-09-28-global-partnership-to-make-available-120-million-affordable-quality-covid-19-rapid-tests/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/2020-09-28-global-partnership-to-make-available-120-million-affordable-quality-covid-19-rapid-tests/


   

  

 
Hilton Prize Coalition [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ICVA - International Council of Voluntary Agencies   [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://icvanetwork.org/ 
Latest resources, events, content 
Upcoming events 
71st Session of the Executive Committee of the High Commissioner's Programme  
October 5, 2020 - 9:00am to October 9, 2020 - 6:00pm 
Geneva 
 
Centering girls' voices in the international system  
October 8, 2020 - 1:00pm to 2:00pm 
Online 
 
High Commissioner’s Dialogue on Protection Challenges 2020  
October 21, 2020 - 10:00am to December 9, 2020 - 6:00pm 
Virtual and Geneva 
 
 
InterAction  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://www.interaction.org/ 
Global & Public Policy Positions  
Leading in Crisis, Reimagining the Future 
Josephine Thornton |  Oct 2, 2020  
 
Prevention of Sexual Exploitation, Abuse, and Harassment  
Bridging the Translation Gap 
Kirsten Mullin  |  Sep 30, 2020  
 
Crises & Countries in Conflict  
InterAction Statement on Staggering COVID-19 Death Toll 
InterAction  |  Sep 29, 2020  
 
Global & Public Policy Positions  
InterAction’s Statement on Section 889 
InterAction  |  Sep 28, 2020  
 
:::::: 
 
3ie  International Initiative for Impact Evaluation [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://www.3ieimpact.org/ 
Publications/Events/Blogs 
#Evidence Dialogues: Peacebuilding programs are stronger when informed by evidence, 
despite the constraints of their environments  

http://prizecoalition.charity.org/
https://icvanetwork.org/
https://www.icvanetwork.org/node/8578
https://www.icvanetwork.org/node/8640
https://www.icvanetwork.org/node/8579
http://www.interaction.org/
https://www.interaction.org/blog/leading-in-crisis-reimagining-the-future/
https://www.interaction.org/blog/leading-in-crisis-reimagining-the-future/
https://www.interaction.org/blog/bridging-the-translation-gap/
https://www.interaction.org/blog/bridging-the-translation-gap/
https://www.interaction.org/staff/kirsten-mullin/
https://www.interaction.org/blog/interaction-statement-on-staggering-covid-19-death-toll/
https://www.interaction.org/blog/interaction-statement-on-staggering-covid-19-death-toll/
https://www.interaction.org/blog/interactions-statement-on-section-889/
https://www.interaction.org/blog/interactions-statement-on-section-889/
https://www.3ieimpact.org/
https://www.3ieimpact.org/blogs/evidence-dialogues-peacebuilding-programs-are-stronger-when-informed-evidence-despite
https://www.3ieimpact.org/blogs/evidence-dialogues-peacebuilding-programs-are-stronger-when-informed-evidence-despite


   

  

Paul Thissen | 30 September 2020 
 
Shifting forest management to local control may reduce deforestation, without payments 
to anyone  
Paul Thissen | 29 September 2020 
 
 
CHS Alliance  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://chsalliance.org/ 
Our Impact 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Development Initiatives   [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://devinit.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
::::::  
 
Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action 
(ALNAP)     [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://www.alnap.org/ 
News/Blog/Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre 
LATEST PRESS RELEASES 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
EHLRA/R2HC/HIF   [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/ 
News 
28.09.2020  
Ten innovation projects shortlisted for Humanitarian Innovation Fund’s Journey to Scale 
   We are delighted to share the ten innovations shortlisted for Journey to Scale – an open funding call 
spanning all sectors of humanitarian action designed to accelerate potential solutions on their scaling 
journeys. 
   Scaling humanitarian innovation remains a critical challenge for the global humanitarian community. 
Too often promising innovations fail to gain traction and wider uptake. This means work and resources 
are wasted, and great ideas don’t reach their full potential. With growing humanitarian need and a 
resource-constrained sector, there is a need to generate greater impact from investments in 
innovation. 
   In direct response to this challenge, we launched the second round of Journey to Scale at the start of 
this year… 
 

https://www.3ieimpact.org/blogs/shifting-forest-management-local-control-may-reduce-deforestation-without-payments-anyone
https://www.3ieimpact.org/blogs/shifting-forest-management-local-control-may-reduce-deforestation-without-payments-anyone
http://chsalliance.org/
http://devinit.org/news/
http://www.alnap.org/
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/
https://www.elrha.org/news/ten-innovation-projects-shortlisted-for-journey-to-scale/
https://www.elrha.org/funding-opportunity/journey-to-scale/


   

  

 
Geneva Centre of Humanitarian Studies [nee CERAH] – [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://humanitarianstudies.ch/ 
News/Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Groupe URD   [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://www.urd.org/en/ 
Publications, Events  
Publications  
Studies and research 
Report ‘Social norms and practices related to female genital mutilation in Chad’s Mandoul 
Region’, 2020 
30/09/2020  
Florence Chatot 
   The objective of this study is to help actors involved in the PASFASS project to understand the social, 
economic and legislative factors that influence the continued existence of female genital mutilation 
(FGM) in Chad’s Mandoul Region. Specifically, it aims to understand the social and symbolic function of 
female genital mutilation in building women’s identity and updates understanding of norms and popular 
justifications related to FGM. It analyses how its criminalization has affected the practice, and it 
updates understanding of the characteristics that contribute to maintaining these practices, whether 
geographical (urban/rural), social (age/sex/social class), or related to identity or ethnicity.  
 
 
International Humanitarian Studies Association  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://ihsa.info/  

Resources – Weekly Blog Posts Selections 
An online UN General Assembly during Covid-19 times 
Selection#26 (21st-27th September) 
   This week we highlight blog posts on the UN General Assembly. They draw attention to the 
enormous challenges because of multiple crises and also increasing bilateralism. An online Zoom UN 
General Assembly will only consist of speeches with little debate and no informal discussion, making 
joint resolutions less likely. A Spanish blog post reflects on the ineffectiveness of the UN’s world peace 
day by looking at the increase in conflicts. 
   Related to Covid-19, we feature its impact on NGOs and suggestions on how they can survive, and 
how it has led to a rethinking of academic practices. Topics we return to this week include the impact 
of Covid-19 on diaspora and remittances,the risks of cash transfers (because of increasing 
indebtedness), and the need for protection of migrants and refugees even – or especially – in times of 
Covid-19. 
 
 
INEE – an international network for education in emergencies   [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://www.ineesite.org/en/news 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

https://humanitarianstudies.ch/
https://www.urd.org/en/
https://www.urd.org/en/publication/report-social-norms-and-practices-related-to-female-genital-mutilation-in-chads-mandoul-region-2020/
https://www.urd.org/en/publication/report-social-norms-and-practices-related-to-female-genital-mutilation-in-chads-mandoul-region-2020/
https://ihsa.info/
https://mailchi.mp/722dd1fc53db/an-online-un-general-assembly-during-covid-19-times
http://www.ineesite.org/en/news


   

  

Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP)  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://phap.org/ 
Association news, events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Sphere  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://spherestandards.org/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Start Network [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs 
News and Blog  
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
Brookings 
http://www.brookings.edu/ 
Accessed 3 Oct 2020 
Latest Research 
Climate Change  
The challenge of decarbonizing heavy transport 
Samantha Gross 
October 2020  
 
Report  
Corporate bond market dysfunction during COVID-19 and lessons from the Fed’s response 
Nellie Liang 
Thursday, October 1, 2020  
 
Income Inequality & Social Mobility  
Horatio Alger got married in Salt Lake City: Intergenerational mobility, place, and marriage 
Richard V. Reeves and Sarah Nzau 
Thursday, October 1, 2020  
 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Economics  
What COVID-19 may—or may not—change about swing state politics 
Alan Berube 
October 1, 2020  
 
Report  
Do the benefits outweigh the costs of impact bonds? 
Emily Gustafsson-Wright and Sarah Osborne 
Wednesday, September 30, 2020  
 

https://phap.org/
https://spherestandards.org/news/
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs
http://www.brookings.edu/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/the-challenge-of-decarbonizing-heavy-transport/
https://www.brookings.edu/experts/samantha-gross/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/corporate-bond-market-dysfunction-during-covid-19-and-lessons-from-the-feds-response/
https://www.brookings.edu/experts/nellie-liang/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/horatio-alger-got-married-in-salt-lake-city-intergenerational-mobility-place-and-marriage/
https://www.brookings.edu/experts/richard-v-reeves/
https://www.brookings.edu/author/sarah-nzau/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/what-covid-19-may-or-may-not-change-about-swing-state-politics/
https://www.brookings.edu/experts/alan-berube/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/do-the-benefits-outweigh-the-costs-of-impact-bonds/
https://www.brookings.edu/experts/emily-gustafsson-wright/
https://www.brookings.edu/author/sarah-osborne/


   

  

 
Center for Global Development    [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center 
Selected Publications, News and Events 
October 1, 2020 
COVID-19 Vaccine Predictions: Using Mathematical Modelling and Expert Opinions to 
Estimate Timelines and Probabilities of Success of COVID-19 Vaccines 
We collected publicly available information, interviewed experts, and used our diverse range of 
expertise to analyse and model the COVID-19 vaccine portfolio in order to generate predictions about 
the vaccine portfolio's timeline. 
Anthony McDonnell , Robert Van Exan , Steve Lloyd , Laura Subramanian , Kalipso Chalkidou , Adrian 
La Porta , Jiabin Li , Eddine Maiza , David Reader , Julie Rosenberg , Jack Scannell , Vaughan Thomas , 
Rebecca Weintraub and Prashant Yadav  
 
September 30, 2020 
Subjective Expectations and Demand for Contraception 
One-quarter of married, fertile-age women in Sub-Saharan Africa report not wanting a pregnancy and 
yet do not use contraceptives. To study this issue, we collect detailed data on women’s subjective 
probabilistic beliefs and estimate a structural model of contraceptive choices 
Grant Miller , Áureo de Paula and Christine Valente  
 
September 28, 2020 
Family Planning and The Global Financing Facility: Current Evidence and a Learning 
Agenda 
To achieve the SDG 2030 milestone—“universal access” to voluntary, high-quality family planning (FP) 
services—international FP funders and advocates seek to increase and sustain FP financing in low- and 
middle-income countries (LMICs).  
Rachel Silverman , Janeen Madan Keller and Amanda Glassman  
 
 
CSIS  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://www.csis.org/ 
Selected Reports 
Report 
Guyana: Opportunities and Challenges for the United States and the Caribbean Basin 
October 2, 2020 | Evan Ellis The potential of Guyana to rapidly shift from disaster to victory reflects 
both the unusual character of the incoming administration and the interest of Guyana’s political and 
business partners in a functional government that is now recognized as legitimate.  
 
Report 
Preparing the Workforce for 2030: A Pillar of Trade Leadership 
October 2, 2020 | William Alan Reinsch, Jack Caporal, Matthew P. Goodman, Scott Miller This report 
recommends nine elements of a new approach to workforce development in the United States. It is the 
second of four reports of the CSIS Trade Commission that call for action to revitalize and affirm 
American leadership in the world.  
 
Report 
Xi Jinping’s Vision for Xinjiang 
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September 30, 2020 | Jude Blanchette As part of the Freeman Chair’s ongoing project to publish 
primary source documents on China’s evolving political system, the following translation offers a 
perspective from inside the Xinjiang party apparatus on Xi Jinping's approach to governing Xinjiang.  
 
Report 
A Wake-up Call: What Covid-19 Reveals about Elderly and NCD Care in Sub-Saharan Africa 
September 30, 2020 | Judd Devermont, Marielle Harris Covid-19 is revealing major blind spots around 
elder care and NCDs in Africa. The CSIS Africa Program outlines implications of inaction and urges 
regional and international stakeholders to streamline elder and NCD care into existing health 
frameworks on the continent.  
 
Report 
Creative Economies in the Indo-Pacific and Covid-19 
September 28, 2020 | Daniel F. Runde, Richard M. Rossow CSIS is pleased to release a new report, 
"Creative Economies in the Indo-Pacific and Covid-19," that lays out how the Indo-Pacific region can be 
better integrated, free, and prosperous, by tapping into the region's potential for the creative sector.  
 
 
ODI   [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://www.odi.org/  
Selected Press Releases & Reports 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
RoRI [Research on Research Institute]  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://researchonresearch.org/ 
We're an open and independent new initiative providing data, analysis and intelligence on how to make 
research systems more strategic, open, diverse and inclusive. 
RoRI News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Urban Institute   [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://www.urban.org/publications 
Publications 
Implications for Households if the Supreme Court Overturns the Affordable Care Act  
The U.S. Supreme Court is set to hold hearings on California v. Texas in November, a case in which the 
plaintiffs hope the court will invalidate the Affordable Care Act (ACA) in its entirety. The Trump 
administration has filed briefs in support of the plaintiffs, a group of state attorneys general led by 
Texas. The plaintiffs contend that the ACA is unconstitutional in light of the elimination of the individual  
Linda J. Blumberg, Len Nichols 
October 1, 2020  
Brief 
  
Progress in Children's Coverage Continued to Stall Out in 2018  
Between 2013 and 2016, children’s uninsurance fell, their Medicaid/CHIP participation rate rose, and 
the number of children eligible for Medicaid/CHIP but uninsured declined, according to American 
Community Survey data. But these gains stalled in 2017 and 2018, as children’s uninsurance rose and 
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program participation fell relative to their 2016 levels. In 2018, consistent with prior years, children’s 
uninsurance  
Jennifer M. Haley, Genevieve M. Kenney, Clare Wang Pan, Robin Wang, Victoria Lynch, Matthew 
Buettgens 
October 1, 2020  
Brief 
  
Changes in New Mothers' Health Care Access and Affordability under the Affordable Care 
Act  
Though thousands of new mothers gained insurance coverage following implementation of the 
coverage provisions of the Affordable Care Act (ACA) in 2014, there has been little documentation of 
changes in their health care access and affordability. This brief examines changes in access to and 
affordability of health care services for new mothers under the ACA using data from the National Health 
Interview Survey.  
Stacey McMorrow, Emily M. Johnston, Tyler Thomas, Genevieve M. Kenney 
October 1, 2020  
Brief 
  
More Than Four Million Parents of Young Children Were Uninsured in 2017 - 18  
In this brief, we assess uninsurance among mothers and fathers living with young children from birth 
to age 5 using National Health Interview Survey data. More than 4 million parents living with young 
children—2.2 million mothers and 2.2 million fathers—were uninsured in 2017–18, representing a 40 
percent decline in uninsurance since 2013, following implementation Jennifer M. Haley, Tyler Thomas, 
Stacey McMorrow 
October 1, 2020  
Brief 
  
Testing the Emergency Rental Assistance Priority Index  
The Urban Institute developed the Emergency Rental Assistance Priority (ERAP) Index and mapping 
tool to help local leaders conduct outreach and allocate emergency rental assistance to neighborhoods 
where low-income renters face the greatest risk of housing instability and homelessness during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The tool was also designed to support an equitable response to the pandemic by 
accounting for risk  
Samantha Batko, Matthew Gerken, Abigail Williams, Solomon Greene 
October 1, 2020  
Brief 
  
Housing and Land Use Implications of Split-Roll Property Tax Reform in California  
An initiative on the California state ballot this November would change the way local governments 
assess the value of commercial and industrial properties, aiming to create a fairer property tax system 
and raise badly needed revenue. But if passed, will the proposed tax system exacerbate California’s 
extreme housing shortage, as some of the initiative’s opponents argue? The property classification 
system Solomon Greene, Laurie Goodman, Sarah Strochak, Daniel Teles, Patrick Spauster 
October 1, 2020  
Research Report 
  
Adapting Custodial Practices to Reduce Trauma for Incarcerated Women: Executive 
Summary  
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Without intentionally changing custodial practices to consider women’s histories of victimization and 
reduce further trauma, correctional facilities will continue to trigger, retraumatize, and harm the 
women in their custody. This executive summary contains information about how departments of 
corrections (DOCs) and women’s prisons adapt operational philosophies and custodial practices to 
reduce trauma and  
Evelyn F. McCoy, Melanie Langness, Jahnavi Jagannath, Janeen Buck Willison, Janine M. Zweig, Becki 
Ney, Wayne Choinski 
October 1, 2020  
Brief 
  
Adapting Custodial Practices to Reduce Trauma for Incarcerated Women  
Without intentionally changing custodial practices to consider women’s histories of victimization and 
reduce further trauma, correctional facilities will continue to trigger, retraumatize, and harm the 
women in their custody. This report details how departments of corrections (DOCs) and women’s 
prisons adapt operational philosophies and custodial practices to reduce trauma and victimization. Most 
study  
Evelyn F. McCoy, Melanie Langness, Jahnavi Jagannath, Janeen Buck Willison, Janine M. Zweig, Becki 
Ney, Wayne Choinski 
October 1, 2020  
Research Report 
  
Building the Double Bottom Line: How a New Corporate Compact Could Birth a Community 
Development Renaissance  
This essay identifies four core elements that constitute a new corporate compact asking corporations to 
take a renewed focus on communities by creating new streams of community development finance that 
would help ameliorate neighborhood disparities by race and income. These elements are (1) an 
expansion of the Community Reinvestment Act to cover insurance companies, pension funds, 
investment firms, and other  
Brett Theodos, Tim Ferguson, Robin Hacke, Brady Meixell, Lisa Mensah 
October 1, 2020  
Brief 
  
Housing Finance At A Glance: A Monthly Chartbook, September 2020  
The September 2020 edition of At A Glance, the Housing Finance Policy Center’s reference guide for 
mortgage and housing market data, includes updated figures describing the value and size of the US 
housing market, originator profitability, national mortgage affordability, and a special feature on loan-
level GSE credit data. Housing Finance at a Glance: Monthly Chartbooks Archive  
Laurie Goodman, Alanna McCargo, Jim Parrott, Jun Zhu, Sheryl Pardo, Karan Kaul, Michael Neal, Jung 
Hyun Choi, Linna Zhu, Sarah Strochak, John Walsh, Caitlin Young, Daniel Pang, Alison Rincon, Gideon 
Berger 
September 30, 2020  
Research Report 
  
State Preemption of Local Housing Protections  
The COVID-19 pandemic threatens to exacerbate the nation’s affordable housing crisis, and millions of 
renters could face eviction because of job and income losses when state and federal moratoriums are 
lifted. Some states make addressing residents’ needs for stable and affordable housing more difficult 
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for cities and counties though state laws that preempt local rent regulations, inclusionary zoning, or 
eviction  
Solomon Greene, Kriti Ramakrishnan, Jorge Morales-Burnett 
September 30, 2020  
Brief 
  
Marketplace Coverage Enrollment by Metal Tier, 2016–18  
This report uses new enrollment data to examine trends by insurer actuarial value (metal tier) from 
2016-2018. We use these data to analyze shifts in consumer choices over time as administrative 
changes artificially increased silver premium prices beginning in 2018. The Trump administration 
decision to cease directly reimbursing insurers for the cost-sharing subsidies the ACA requires them to 
provide to low-  
Erik Wengle, Linda J. Blumberg 
September 29, 2020  
Brief 
  
Neighborhood Investment Flows in Baltimore With a Case Study on the East Baltimore 
Development Initiative  
Capital investments are fuel for the engine of community development and revitalization, but this fuel 
flows unevenly across Baltimore, a phenomenon driven by poverty and especially by race. We examine 
differences in the flow of community investment into Baltimore neighborhoods between 2004 and 
2016. Tracing capital flow by race and poverty status, we find that predominantly white neighborhoods 
received more  
Brett Theodos, Eric Hangen, Brady Meixell, Lionel Foster 
September 29, 2020  
Research Report 
  
Preparing for the Next Economic Collapse: Should Social Insurance Play a Bigger Role?  
This essay appears in the National Academy of Social Insurance’s forthcoming compendium, The 
Future of Social Insurance: Insights from the Pandemic. The compendium was published as part of the 
Robert M. Ball Award Campaign for Social Insurance events that took place from June through 
September 2020. For millions of Americans, the COVID-19 recession is their second once-in-a-lifetime 
economic crisis. Previously  
Robert D. Reischauer 
September 29, 2020  
Article 
  
 
The Wistar Institute   [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://www.wistar.org/news/press-releases 
Press Releases 
Sep. 30, 2020  
New Mechanism of Cell Survival in Chronic Lymphocytic Leukemia  
Role of STING signaling in normal B cell differentiation suggests that reduced STING expression and 
activation promotes malignant cell survival through increased B cell receptor signaling.  
 
 
World Economic Forum    [to 3 Oct 2020] 
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https://agenda.weforum.org/news/ 
Media 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
*                      *                       *                        * 
 
 

:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will primarily monitor press/media releases announcing key initiatives and new research from a 
growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, humanitarian 
response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended to be exhaustive, but 
indicative.  
 
 

Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/ 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
Press Releases and Statements  
SEPTEMBER 30, 2020  
Life Science Companies and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation: Commitments to 
Expanded Global Access for COVID-19 Diagnostics, Therapeutics, and Vaccines  
30 September 2020  
[See Milestones above for detail] 
 
SEPTEMBER 29, 2020  
Statement from CEO Mark Suzman on Momentum in Global COVID-19 Response  
   SEATTLE, September 29, 2020 - The death toll from COVID-19 passed one million this week. It is a 
sobering moment. But there is cause for optimism as recent days have seen a significant surge in 
momentum around global cooperation, which is our greatest strength when it comes to consigning this 
pandemic to the history books.  
 
 
Blue Meridian Partners [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/ 
Blue Meridian Partners is a new capital aggregation collaboration that plans to invest at least $1 billion 
in high-performance nonprofits that are poised to have truly national impact for economically 
disadvantaged children and youth.  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Annie E. Casey Foundation   [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/ 
Newsroom 
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No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clinton Foundation  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements 
Press Release  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Co Impact   [to 3 Oct 2020] 
www.co-impact.io 
Co-Impact is a global philanthropic collaborative for systems change focused on improving the lives of 
millions of people around the world. 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Ford Foundation  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://www.fordfoundation.org/press-room/ 
The Latest 
22 Foundations and Donors Pledge to Redouble Commitments to Puerto Rico 
30 September 2020 
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
 
J. Paul Getty Trust  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://news.getty.edu/ 
Latest News 
Getty Research Institute Acquires Archive of Venezuelan Intellectual and Photographer 
Alfredo Boulton  
October 01, 2020 
 
Amplifier and J. Paul Getty Museum Partner to Inspire Teens Nationwide Through 'In 
Pursuit of __' Open Call for Photography  
September 29, 2020 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press 
GHIT was set up in 2012 with the aim of developing new tools to tackle infectious diseases that 
September 29, 2020  
GHIT Fund Announces New Investments: A Total of 1.37 Billion Yen in Drugs for Malaria, 
Chagas Disease, Leishmaniasis, Schistosomiasis, and Soil-Transmitted Helminths, and 
Diagnostics for Malaria, Buruli Ulcer, and Schistosomiasis 
 
 

Grameen Foundation    [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://grameenfoundation.org/stories/press-releases 
Press Releases 
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No new digest content identified. 
  
 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/  
Latest Updates  
How can teaching materials promote equity?   
Education   September 30, 2020  
 
 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
Press Release 
Steven M. Hilton Retires as Board Chair of the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation 
October 1, 2020  
   Hawley Hilton McAuliffe Elected New Board Chair and Linda Hilton Named Vice Chair 
Westlake Village, Calif. (October 1, 2020) — The Conrad N. Hilton Foundation announced today that its 
long-time board chair and previous CEO Steven M. Hilton will retire from the board on December 31, 
2020. The board of directors has elected Hawley Hilton McAuliffe as the next board chair, and Linda 
Hilton as vice chair. 
 
 
IKEA Foundation    [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/ 
Stories  
Renewable Energy  
New A2EI report will help more small businesses find the right solar-powered appliances 
September 29, 2020  
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news  
Oct 01 2020   Institute 
HHMI Announces Open Access Publishing Policy 
Summary 
   The new Open Access to Publications policy, which will take effect on January 1, 2022, will require all 
HHMI laboratory heads to publish in a manner that makes their research articles freely available on the 
publication date under a Creative Commons Attribution License (CC BY). 
 
 
Kaiser Family Foundation  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://www.kff.org/search/?post_type=press-release 
October 1, 2020   News Release  
The Cost of Inpatient and Outpatient Care Drives High Health Spending in the U.S. Relative 
to Other Countries, New Analysis Finds 
A new KFF issue brief compares the main drivers of health spending in the United States and other 
large, wealthy countries, and finds that the cost of inpatient and outpatient care – much more so than 
prescription drugs or administrative costs – drives high per capita health spending in the U.S.… 
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https://www.hiltonfoundation.org/people/hawley-hilton-mcauliffe
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October 1, 2020   News Release  
A Court Ruling Striking Down the ACA Would Eliminate the Medicaid Expansion and Cause 
Millions of Low-Income People to Become Uninsured 
Millions of low-income Americans currently covered by Medicaid likely would become uninsured if the 
Supreme Court were to strike down the Affordable Care Act in California v. Texas, a legal challenge the 
high court is scheduled to hear in early November, KFF experts explain in a new Policy Watch post.… 
 
September 30, 2020   News Release  
Health Policy Resources for Covering the 2020 Elections 
The presidential debates that start Tuesday are likely to highlight major differences between President 
Trump and Democratic nominee Joe Biden on health care issues, including on the public health and 
economic response to COVID-19, the future of the Affordable Care Act, health care costs and abortion. 
To help reporters understand… 
 
September 28, 2020   News Release  
Analysis: A Proposal Like Biden’s Health Plan Would Lower the Cost of ACA Marketplace 
Coverage for Nearly All Potential Enrollees and Lower Premiums for Over 12 Million 
Workers With Employer Coverage 
A new KFF analysis finds that expanding Affordable Care Act (ACA) premium subsidies like Democratic 
presidential nominee Joe Biden has proposed would lower the cost of Marketplace coverage for nearly 
all potential enrollees, including the uninsured and others currently priced out of the Marketplace. 
While the former Vice President’s plan… 
 
 
Kellogg Foundation  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media 
Selected Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Aga Khan Foundation   [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
MacArthur Foundation  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://www.macfound.org/ 
News, Events, What We’re Learning 
Lessons from the Window of Opportunity Housing Initiative 
October 1, 2020  
Evaluations  
   … In 2000, we launched the Window of Opportunity (WOO) Initiative in response to widely shared 
concerns over the loss of affordable rental housing. The Initiative employed a range of strategies 
designed to help preserve affordable rental units in multiple communities nationwide and to raise the 
profile of affordable rental housing as an essential part of a balanced national housing policy. One key 
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https://www.kff.org/health-reform/press-release/analysis-a-proposal-like-bidens-health-plan-would-lower-the-cost-of-aca-marketplace-coverage-for-nearly-all-potential-enrollees-and-lower-premiums-for-over-12-million-workers-with-employer-c/
https://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media
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http://www.macfound.org/
https://www.macfound.org/press/evaluation/lessons-window-opportunity-housing-initiative/


   

  

component of the Initiative was to commit $42.25 million in program related investments (PRIs) to 20 
nonprofit housing developers working in at least 40 U.S. states and the District of Columbia… 
 
Accounting for Unidentified Bodies  
October 1, 2020  
Grantee Research  
   In a timeline from 2006 to 2020, “Forensic Crisis” by Quinto Elemento Lab tells a visual story of the 
impact of the accelerating number of unidentified bodies in Mexican morgues. The site presents data 
from state authorities on the bodies sent to communal graves, improperly incinerated, donated to 
medical schools, and lost by public institutions. This crisis further exacerbates investigations into 
disappearances by the state or organized crime. The investigative journalists at grantee Quinto 
Elemento are quantifying the crisis and advocating for solutions to provide truth, justice, and 
reparations. 
 
Donor Influence on Fiscal Policy 
October 1, 2020  
Grantee Research  
   The Heist, a podcast from the Center for Public Integrity, examines the role of political donors and 
corporations in forming fiscal policy. The podcast follows key actors in tax policy and fiscal stimulus —
both state officials and political donors. The Center for Public Integrity, a grantee, follows the thread 
from donor conversations in 2016, to rhetoric around policy in 2017 and 2020, and to the increasing 
budget deficit and impact on the middle class in the U.S. 
 
 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation   [to 3 Oct 2020] 

https://mellon.org/ 
Mellon News, Press Releases 
Grantee News 
Mellon Foundation to Provide $5 Million to Aid Black Theaters 
October 1, 2020 
 
 
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://www.moore.org/news 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Open Society Foundations  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/newsroom 
Press releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://www.packard.org/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
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Pew Charitable Trusts  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room 
Press Releases & Statements  
September 30, 2020 
Pew Praises Bipartisan House Bill Aimed at Safeguarding Nation's Communities From 
Flooding 
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/ 
Press Releases 
Oct 01 2020 
Tideline Launches Impact Verification Business, "BlueMark", to Strengthen Trust and 
Accountability in Impact Investing 
The Rockefeller Foundation and Radicle Impact have agreed to be founding investors in BlueMark  
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
Oct 01 2020  Press Releases 
The Rockefeller Foundation to Issue Taxable Bonds to Help End the Covid-19 Pandemic 
and Invest in Renewable Energy to Lift Millions Out of Poverty 
Focused on Enabling a Recovery that Ensures Equitable and Sustainable Opportunity for All New York 
City … 
 
Oct 01 2020  Press Releases 
New Initiative to Mainstream Produce Rx Programs Promotes Access to Healthy Food for 
Lower-Income & At-Risk Groups 
Initial research outlines opportunities to increase access to healthy foods during hunger & Covid-19 
crises  
 
Oct 01 2020  Press Releases 
The Rockefeller Foundation Commits $1.5 Million to Support the Boston University Center 
for Antiracist Research 
Funds will go towards antiracist research and public policy proposals addressing racial and economic 
inequality  
 
Sep 30 2020  Press Releases 
The Rockefeller Foundation’s State Alliance for Testing Member Commits to Purchasing 
200,000 Rapid-Result Antigen Tests 
Virginia on track to procuring 500,000 tests per the Alliance’s initial goal for all ten states.  
 
Sep 30 2020   Press Releases 
Puerto Rico Clean Energy Project Launches First Five Initiatives on Anniversary of 
Hurricane Maria 
 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
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https://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom.html 
Latest News and Highlights 
USA Today 
OPINION 
After Trumps' diagnosis: Vaccine or not, COVID-19 isn’t going away 
First family’s diagnoses should serve as a reminder that we must remain vigilant 
Dr. Richard E. Besser, Opinion contributor 
Oct 3 2020 
 
 
Science Philanthropy Alliance   [to 3 Oct 2020] 
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/ 
“…a group of organizations working together to increase philanthropic support for basic scientific 
research on a global basis…” 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SDG Philanthropy Platform 
http://sdgfunders.org/ 
SDG Philanthropy Platform is a collaboration between philanthropy and the greater international 
development community led by Foundation Center, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
and Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, and supported by the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, Ford 
Foundation and the MasterCard Foundation, the Brach Family Foundation, and other key organizations 
such as Asociación de Fundaciones Empresariales (AFE) in Colombia, Brach Family Charitable 
Foundation, CAF America, Council on Foundations, East Africa Association of Grantmakers (EAAG), 
European Foundation Centre, Filantropi Indonesia (FI), GlobalGiving, The Humanitarian Forum, World 
Congress of Muslim Philanthropists, and Worldwide Initiatives for Grantmaker Support (WINGS). 
Selected Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://sloan.org/about/press  
Press Releases  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
Opinion | 28 September 2020  
Covid-19 in the UK: the hard choices we face 
Jeremy Farrar, Director Wellcome  
   Six months after lockdown was first announced in the UK, the country is seeing a rise in Covid-19 
infections. Jeremy Farrar reflects on the measures we need to take to suppress transmission. 
 

:::::: 
 
Candid [formerly Foundation Center and GuideStar]  [to 3 Oct 2020 

https://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom.html
https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2020/10/03/donald-trump-has-covid-sign-pandemic-isnt-going-away-column/3607445001/
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https://candid.org/about/press-room?fcref=pg 
Press Room 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Council on Foundations  [to 3 Oct 2020] 
https://www.cof.org/newsroom 
Newsroom 
No new digest content identified. 

 
 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 
 

:: Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in human 
rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be exhaustive. We will 
add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon recommendation from 
readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content but note that successful access 
to some of the articles and other content may require subscription or other access arrangement unique 
to the publisher. Please suggest additional journals you feel warrant coverage. 
 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
October 2020 Volume 48, Issue 10, p1133-1286  
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
Major Articles 
Mandatory employee vaccination as a strategy for early and comprehensive health care 
personnel immunization coverage: Experience from 10 influenza seasons 
Christopher Blank, Nancy Gemeinhart, W. Claiborne Dunagan, Hilary M. Babcock 
p1133–1138 
Published online: March 29, 2020 
 
 
American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
October 2020 Volume 59, Issue 4, p469-620  
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current  
Research Articles 
Vaccine Efficacy Needed for a COVID-19 Coronavirus Vaccine to Prevent or Stop an 
Epidemic as the Sole Intervention 
Sarah M. Bartsch, Kelly J. O'Shea, Marie C. Ferguson, Maria Elena Bottazzi, Patrick T. Wedlock, Ulrich 
Strych, James A. McKinnell, Sheryl S. Siegmund, Sarah N. Cox, Peter J. Hotez, Bruce Y. Lee 
p493–503 
Published online: July 15, 2020 
   This study found that the vaccine has to have an efficacy of at least 70% to prevent an epidemic and 
of at least 80% to largely extinguish an epidemic without any other measures (e.g., social distancing). 
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American Journal of Public Health 
October 2020  110(S3) Supplement 3 2020 
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
Health Misinformation on Social Media 
   This special supplement issue features research and perspectives on the dangers—and 
opportunities—posed by a shift in how modern populations consume health information via social 
media. Just as the spread of misinformation by malicious and unwitting parties poses a threat to public 
health and the credibility of institutional knowledge, so too do these platforms offer new approaches to 
counteract rumors and intentional deception in real time and with targeted strategies. 
 
A Prologue to the Special Issue: Health Misinformation on Social Media  
Wen-Ying Sylvia Chou PhD, MPH, and Anna Gaysynsky MPHAuthor affiliations, information, and 
correspondence details 
Accepted: August 20, 2020 
Published Online: October 01, 2020  
 
 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
Volume 103, Issue 3, September 2020  
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/14761645/103/3 
Editorial 
Keep Politics out of Funding Decisions for Medical Research and Public Health  
Philip J. Rosenthal, Daniel G. Bausch, Karen A. Goraleski, David R. Hill, Julie A. Jacobson, Chandy C. 
John and Joel G. Breman  
Pages: 931–932  
https://doi.org/10.4269/ajtmh.20-0850  
 
Perspective Piece   
The Equatoguinean Malaria Vaccine Initiative: From the Launching of a Clinical Research 
Platform to Malaria Elimination Planning in Central West Africa  
Peter F. Billingsley, Carl D. Maas, Ally Olotu, Christopher Schwabe, Guillermo A. García, Matilde Riloha 
Rivas, Dianna E. B. Hergott, Claudia Daubenberger, Elizabeth Saverino, Adel Chaouch, Oscar Embon, 
Mwajuma Chemba, Elizabeth Nyakarungu, Ali Hamad, Carlos Cortes, Tobias Schindler, Maximillian 
Mpina, Ali Mtoro, B. Kim Lee Sim, Thomas L. Richie, Ken McGhee, Marcel Tanner, Gabriel Mbaga 
Obiang Lima, Salim Abdulla, Stephen L. Hoffman and Mitoha Ondo’o Ayekaba  
Pages: 947–954  
https://doi.org/10.4269/ajtmh.19-0966  
 
Review Article    
Global Governing Bodies: A Pathway for Gene Drive Governance for Vector Mosquito 
Control  
Adam Kelsey, Drusilla Stillinger, Thai Binh Pham, Jazmin Murphy, Sean Firth and Rebeca Carballar-
Lejarazú  
Pages: 976–985  

https://doi.org/10.4269/ajtmh.19-0941 
 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 

http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/full/10.2105/AJPH.2020.305943
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/author/Sylvia+Chou%2C+Wen-Ying
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/author/Gaysynsky%2C+Anna
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/full/10.2105/AJPH.2020.305943
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/full/10.2105/AJPH.2020.305943
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/14761645/103/3
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/10.4269/ajtmh.20-0850
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=Philip+J.+Rosenthal&option1=author&noRedirect=true
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=Daniel+G.+Bausch&option1=author&noRedirect=true
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=Karen+A.+Goraleski&option1=author&noRedirect=true
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=David+R.+Hill&option1=author&noRedirect=true
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=Julie+A.+Jacobson&option1=author&noRedirect=true
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=Chandy+C.+John&option1=author&noRedirect=true
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=Chandy+C.+John&option1=author&noRedirect=true
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=Joel+G.+Breman&option1=author&noRedirect=true
https://doi.org/10.4269/ajtmh.20-0850
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/10.4269/ajtmh.19-0966
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/10.4269/ajtmh.19-0966
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=Peter+F.+Billingsley&option1=author&noRedirect=true
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=Carl+D.+Maas&option1=author&noRedirect=true
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=Ally+Olotu&option1=author&noRedirect=true
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=Christopher+Schwabe&option1=author&noRedirect=true
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=Guillermo+A.+Garc%C3%ADa&option1=author&noRedirect=true
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=Matilde+Riloha+Rivas&option1=author&noRedirect=true
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=Matilde+Riloha+Rivas&option1=author&noRedirect=true
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=Dianna+E.+B.+Hergott&option1=author&noRedirect=true
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=Claudia+Daubenberger&option1=author&noRedirect=true
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=Elizabeth+Saverino&option1=author&noRedirect=true
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=Adel+Chaouch&option1=author&noRedirect=true
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=Oscar+Embon&option1=author&noRedirect=true
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=Mwajuma+Chemba&option1=author&noRedirect=true
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=Elizabeth+Nyakarungu&option1=author&noRedirect=true
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=Ali+Hamad&option1=author&noRedirect=true
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=Carlos+Cortes&option1=author&noRedirect=true
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=Tobias+Schindler&option1=author&noRedirect=true
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=Maximillian+Mpina&option1=author&noRedirect=true
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=Maximillian+Mpina&option1=author&noRedirect=true
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=Ali+Mtoro&option1=author&noRedirect=true
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=B.+Kim+Lee+Sim&option1=author&noRedirect=true
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=Thomas+L.+Richie&option1=author&noRedirect=true
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=Ken+McGhee&option1=author&noRedirect=true
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=Marcel+Tanner&option1=author&noRedirect=true
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=Gabriel+Mbaga+Obiang+Lima&option1=author&noRedirect=true
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=Gabriel+Mbaga+Obiang+Lima&option1=author&noRedirect=true
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=Salim+Abdulla&option1=author&noRedirect=true
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=Stephen+L.+Hoffman&option1=author&noRedirect=true
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=Mitoha+Ondo%E2%80%99o+Ayekaba&option1=author&noRedirect=true
https://doi.org/10.4269/ajtmh.19-0966
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/10.4269/ajtmh.19-0941
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/10.4269/ajtmh.19-0941
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=Adam+Kelsey&option1=author&noRedirect=true
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=Drusilla+Stillinger&option1=author&noRedirect=true
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=Thai+Binh+Pham&option1=author&noRedirect=true
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=Jazmin+Murphy&option1=author&noRedirect=true
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=Sean+Firth&option1=author&noRedirect=true
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=Rebeca+Carballar-Lejaraz%C3%BA&option1=author&noRedirect=true
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=Rebeca+Carballar-Lejaraz%C3%BA&option1=author&noRedirect=true
https://doi.org/10.4269/ajtmh.19-0941


   

  

15 September 2020  Volume 173, Issue 6 
http://annals.org/aim/issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Antiquity – A Review of World Archeology 
Issue 377 - October 2020 
https://antiquity.ac.uk/latest 
Research, Method & Debate 
The future of archaeology, interdisciplinarity and global challenges 
Sarah Kerr 
Abstract 
Understanding of the past can inform our approach to tackling a range of global challenges. Yet the 
inclusion of archaeologists and, more generally, those scholars engaged in studies of the past, is highly 
limited in most large, problem-oriented, interdisciplinary research projects, such as those supported by 
funding under Horizon 2020—the European Commission's major research and innovation programme. 
This article examines the interdisciplinary context of archaeological research and funding, and proposes 
potential ways forward to ensure that such work is fully integrated into projects supported under the 
next programme, Horizon Europe (2021–2027). In this way, archaeologists can contribute to and 
influence societal change. 
 
Archaeologies of dispossession: removal, resettlement, community formations 
Theresa A. Singleton 
Abstract 
Dispossession—the action of taking away and depriving people of their homeland, property, history, 
language, identity, cultural practices and/or livelihoods—underlies and connects these two publications. 
Dispossession is a long-standing interest in historical archaeology dating to the 1970s when its study 
was referred to as the ‘archaeology of the disenfranchised’. Both books contribute superb additions to 
this established research area, and more significantly, they introduce new themes, approaches and 
insights into the myriad ways that communities were dispossessed in the distant and recent past, as 
well as in the present 
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Combining experts' causal judgments 
Dalal Alrajeh, Hana Chockler, Joseph Y. Halpern 
Article 103355 
Abstract 
Consider a policymaker who wants to decide which intervention to perform in order to change a 
currently undesirable situation. The policymaker has at her disposal a team of experts, each with their 
own understanding of the causal dependencies between different factors contributing to the outcome. 
The policymaker has varying degrees of confidence in the experts' opinions. She wants to combine 
their opinions in order to decide on the most effective intervention. We formally define the notion of an 
effective intervention, and then consider how experts' causal judgments can be combined in order to 
determine the most effective intervention. We define a notion of two causal models being compatible, 
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and show how compatible causal models can be merged. We then use it as the basis for combining 
experts' causal judgments. We also provide a definition of decomposition for causal models to cater for 
cases when models are incompatible. We illustrate our approach on a number of real-life example 
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Informed consent is often cited as the “cornerstone” of research ethics. Its intent is that participants 
enter research voluntarily, with an understanding of what their participation entails. Despite agreement 
on the necessity to obtain informed consent in research, opinions vary on the threshold of disclosure 
necessary and the best method to obtain consent. We aimed to investigate Australian researchers’ 
views on, and their experiences with, obtaining informed consent. 
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http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/current 
Commentary 
COVID-19: Regulatory Landscape of Medicinal and Medical Device Products for Human Use 
Paul Beninger 
p1444–1450 
Published online: June 28, 2020 
Abstract 
Against the backdrop of the COVID pandemic, the scientific and medical communities are working with 
all deliberate speed with state-of-the-art technologies to develop diagnostic and therapeutic products 
that can identify, treat, and prevent infection with SARS-CoV-2. These activities may only be legally 
conducted with the necessary statutes and regulations in place to facilitate the timely development, 
manufacturing, evaluation, and distribution of products that meet quality standards. The present 
regulatory landscape for medicinal and medical products for human use has been shaped by nearly 12 
decades of statutory history that followed in reaction to disasters and tragedies. Five distinct, closely 
woven threads of statutory history have led to the regulatory infrastructure we have in place: (1) 
standardized processes for routine development of medicinal and medical device products for human 
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use; (2) processes for expedited development to shorten time frames and expand patient populations; 
(3) mechanisms of Expanded Access to make medicinal products available to patients prior to approval 
of the US Food and Drug Administration; (4) Emergency Use Authorization during public health 
emergencies; and (5) the development of pathways for bringing generic drugs and biosimilar biologics 
to market. These mechanisms are being brought to bear to facilitate the defeat of infection with SARS-
CoV-2. 
 
Assessing Participation Burden in Clinical Trials: Introducing the Patient Friction 
Coefficient 
David Cameron, Cara Willoughby, Denise Messer, Marie Lux, Murray Aitken, Kenneth Getz 
e150–e159 
Published online: July 31, 2020 
Abstract 
Protocol design complexity, and associated study volunteer burden, negatively impact patient 
recruitment and retention as well as overall research and development productivity. Complex protocols 
reduce the willingness of potential clinical trial participants to enroll and reduce retention rates. There 
have been few systematic assessments of protocol design characteristics to determine the burden 
placed on study volunteers, although such an assessment would offer a compelling opportunity to 
optimize trial designs and improve recruitment and retention performance. To be useful, an assessment 
would need to be patient-centric, and focused on the factors that influence participation throughout the 
clinical trial. Such an assessment would also need to accommodate the unique cost-value trade-off 
compared with current treatment patterns that each participant makes when choosing to participate 
and remain in a clinical trial. This article proposes a new methodology to quantify patient burden: the 
clinical trial patient friction coefficient (PFC). A case example is provided to illustrate the utility of the 
PFC. A number of applications for the PFC are envisioned: standardizing patient burden assessment to 
evaluate clinical trial design feasibility, shedding light on the impact of patient burden on clinical trial 
economics and performance, and conducting sensitivity analyses to identify factors that most reduce 
patient burden and improve the performance and efficiency of clinical trials. 
 
 
Clinical Trials 
Volume 17 Issue 5, October 2020  
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/ctja/17/5 
Perspective 
Clinical trials in the time of a pandemic 
Susan S Ellenberg 
First Published July 10, 2020; pp. 467–471 
Abstract 
The first rumblings about a new coronavirus spreading in China were heard in January 2020. By the 
end of that month, the World Health Organization, recognizing the severity of the disease and the 
potential for global spread, had declared a public health emergency. By February 2020, cases had been 
identified in multiple countries, clinical trials of treatments with some biological plausibility had begun in 
China, and the initial steps of vaccine development were underway. In mid-March, by which time 
countries around the world were experiencing rapidly increasing numbers of cases and deaths, the 
World Health Organization categorized the outbreak as a pandemic. This new coronavirus was 
designated SARS-COV-2 in recognition of its similarity to the coronavirus responsible for the severe 
acute respiratory syndrome outbreak in 2002–2003. The race is on to develop treatments that can 
mitigate the severe consequences of infection and vaccines that can prevent infection and/or diminish 
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the severity of disease in those who do get infected. Many challenges face these development efforts. 
Some are similar to those faced in the past; others are new. The urgency of finding ways to treat, and 
ultimately prevent, the consequences of this new and potentially deadly infection has led to 
unprecedented focus on clinical trials. 
 
Research Letter 
COVID-19 impact on multi-site recruitment and enrollment 
Emma Strujo, Mechelle Sanders, Kevin Fiscella, Marie Thomas, Brent Johnson, Alex Deets, Claudia 
Sanchez Lucas, Tameir Holder, Nina Johal, Amneris Luque, Andrea Cassells, Stephen Williams, 
Jonathan N Tobin 
First Published August 20, 2020; pp. 501–504 
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Saboonchi 
2 October 2020 
 
 
Contemporary Clinical Trials 
Volume 96   September 2020 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/contemporary-clinical-trials/vol/96/suppl/C 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
The CRISPR Journal 
Volume 3, Issue 4 / August 2020 
https://www.liebertpub.com/toc/crispr/3/4 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Current Genetic Medicine Reports 
Volume 8, issue 3, September 2020 
https://link.springer.com/journal/40142/volumes-and-issues/8-3 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Current Opinion in Infectious Diseases 
October 2020 - Volume 33 - Issue 5  
https://journals.lww.com/co-infectiousdiseases/pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1740774520946270
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1740774520946270
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/ctja/17/5
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/ctja/17/5
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/ctja/17/5
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/ctja/17/5
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/ctja/17/5
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/ctja/17/5
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/ctja/17/5
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/ctja/17/5
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/ctja/17/5
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/ctja/17/5
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/ctja/17/5
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/ctja/17/5
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/ctja/17/5
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/ctja/17/5
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/
https://conflictandhealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13031-020-00311-y
https://conflictandhealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13031-020-00311-y
https://conflictandhealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13031-020-00311-y
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/contemporary-clinical-trials/vol/96/suppl/C
https://www.liebertpub.com/toc/crispr/3/4
https://link.springer.com/journal/40142/volumes-and-issues/8-3
https://journals.lww.com/co-infectiousdiseases/pages/currenttoc.aspx


   

  

 
Developing World Bioethics 
Volume 20, Issue 3  Pages: 115-171  September 2020 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14718847/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Development in Practice  
Volume 30, Issue 6, 2020 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cdip20/current 
New sectoral perspectives on international NGOs: scale, dynamics and influences. Guest 
Editors: Nicola Banks, Lau Schulpen, and Dan Brockington 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Development Policy Review 
Volume 38, Issue 5  Pages: 539-681  September 2020  
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14677679/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disability and Rehabilitation: Assistive Technology 
Volume 15, Issue 7, 2020 
http://informahealthcare.com/toc/idt/current 
Perspective  
Article 
Towards coherence across global initiatives in assistive technology 
Natasha Layton, Malcolm MacLachlan, Roger O. Smith & Marcia Scherer 
Pages: 728-730 
Published online: 22 Sep 2020 
Introduction 
This Perspective article considers the complex array of actions in the assistive technology arena from 
state actors (including funders) and from civil society. We review key milestones in the last two 
decades and provide a snapshot of major projects and initiatives as a foundation for the perspective we 
offer. We call for the funders of assistive technology (AT) to come together and propose a multi-donor 
trust fund model to co-ordinate efforts, guided by the Global priority research agenda for improving 
access to high-quality affordable assistive technology. Finally, we propose the AT stakeholders best 
suited to guide such a model. 
Review 
Information and communication technology-based assistive technology to compensate for 
impaired cognition in everyday life: a systematic review 
Åse Brandt, Max Peder Jensen, Merete Schneekloth Søberg, Signe Danø Andersen & Terje Sund 
Pages: 810-824 
Published online: 14 May 2020 
Abstract 
Purpose: A systematic review was performed evaluating the effectiveness of Information and 
Communication Technology-based Assistive Technology (ICT-based-AT) to compensate for impaired 
cognition in everyday life activities. 
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Materials and methods: The study was registered in PROSPERO, registration number 
CRD42018114913. Six databases were searched (years 2008–2019). 
Inclusion criteria: Randomized controlled trials (RCTs) or cohort studies; people with impaired cognition 
due to non-degenerative diseases; and evaluation of ICT-based-ATs’ effectiveness regarding activity 
and participation, including prospective memory, execution of tasks and satisfaction with task 
execution. Each study’s level of evidence and quality were assessed using “JBI Levels of Evidence” and 
the “JBI Meta-Analysis of Statistics Assessment and Review Instrument”, respectively. 
Results: About 3,153 publications were located, of which 12 were included. The levels of evidence 
were: 1.c (RCT) (n = 7), 1.d (pseudo-RCT) (n = 1) and 3.e (observational study without control group) 
(n = 4). Three studies had high quality (2 RCT/1 cohort), eight acceptable (5 RCT/3 cohort) and one 
low (RCT) quality. 
Conclusions: Smartphones, personal digital assistants (PDAs), etc. with e.g. calendars and reminder 
alarms can improve prospective memory, especially for people with ABI. Furthermore, PDAs and similar 
products with prompts can improve execution of tasks for people with cognitive impairment due to 
different diagnoses. Products should be tailored to the users’ needs and the users trained in product 
use. Further studies concerning children, older people and people with intellectual and developmental 
disability are required; as well as studies on cost-effectiveness and the effectiveness of related 
services. 
Implications for rehabilitation 
In order to support activity and participation in everyday life for people with prospective memory 
problems, especially people with acquired brain injury, they should be offered information and 
communication technology-based products, such smart phones, mobile phones, personal digital 
assistants or similar mainstream products equipped with reminding software. 
People with cognitive impairment having difficulties executing tasks independently should be offered 
PDAs and mobile telephones and similar products with prompting software, e.g. audio-verbal, picture 
and video-based task-sequencing prompts. 
The ICT-based products should be individually tailored, and the person should be trained in using the 
selected product. 
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Worldwide disruptions of food systems and the search of enduring food security amidst 
Covid-19 
   Most of the articles in this Special Issue are short, Opinion articles. There are however two research 
papers, and the Special Issue starts with a large Opinion-Overview prepared by the Editorial Board of 
Food Security. 
   Contributions from many institutions have reached us to form this special issue: 
:: from numerous Universities from the global North and South (Pennsylvania State University, 
University of Pretoria, Leibniz University in Hannover, McGill University, Montana State University, 
Nanjing Agricultural University, Nanyang Technological University Singapore, National University of 
Singapore, Sheffield Hallam University, Zhejiang University, Lappeenranta University of Technology, 
University of Sydney, and Wageningen University; 
:: from many Institutes (CIAT, CIMMYT, CIP, GIGA-Germany, ICRISAT, IDS, IFPRI, INRAE, and the 
World Vegetable Center), and, beyond the academia, 
:: from International Organisations (WHO); 
:: NGOs and Foundations: the M S Swaminathan Research Foundation, Chennai, India; Oxfam; and 
Seed System. 
   These contributions may be broadly distributed in four groups: the impacts of the ongoing pandemic 
on food security, the resilience mechanisms to such crises, the development of resilient food systems, 
and the policies to be considered. 
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   FMR issue 64 includes two main feature themes, one on Climate crisis and local communities and one 
on Trafficking and smuggling, plus a ‘mini-feature’ on early reflections on COVID-19 in the context of 
displacement. 
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00024  
   Critical community health worker criteria are important for all community programs, including those 
focused on a single disease. Areas of importance include community engagement, local adaptation, and 
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health information system resources (electronic health management information systems, 
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ABSTRACT 
This paper uses the vocabulary of ‘medical populism’ to identify and analyse the political constructions 
of (and responses to) the COVID-19 pandemic in Brazil, the Philippines, and the United States from 
January to mid-July 2020, particularly by the countries’ heads of state: Jair Bolsonaro, Rodrigo Duterte, 
and Donald Trump. In all three countries, the leaders’ responses to the outbreak can be characterised 
by the following features: simplifying the pandemic by downplaying its impacts or touting easy 
solutions or treatments, spectacularizing their responses to crisis, forging divisions between the ‘people’ 
and dangerous ‘others’, and making medical knowledge claims to support the above. Taken together, 
the case studies illuminate the role of individual political actors in defining public health crises, 
suggesting that medical populism is not an exceptional, but a familiar response to them. This paper 
concludes by offering recommendations for global health in anticipating and responding to pandemics 
and infectious disease outbreaks. 
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Rajon Banik , Mahmudur Rahman , Md. Mahfuz Hossain , Md. Tajuddin Sikder & David Gozal  
Pages: 1578-1581 
Published online: 20 Aug 2020 
 
 
Globalization and Health 
http://www.globalizationandhealth.com/  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Health Affairs  
Vol. 39, No. 9   September 2020  
https://www.healthaffairs.org/toc/hlthaff/current 
Medicare Payment Incentives, Medicaid & More 
[Reviewed earlier] 

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17441692.2020.1763421
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Amantia%2C+Rebecca
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Irvin%2C+Veronica+L
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Smit%2C+Ellen
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Seifert%2C+Jessica+R
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Garcia%2C+Jonathan
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17441692.2020.1779328
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17441692.2020.1779328
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Cheung%2C+Cynthia
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Gamez%2C+Stephanie
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Carballar-Lejaraz%C3%BA%2C+Rebeca
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Ferman%2C+Victor
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/V%C3%A1squez%2C+V%C3%A1leri+N
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Terradas%2C+Gerard
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Ishikawa%2C+Judy
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Schairer%2C+Cynthia+E
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Bier%2C+Ethan
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Marshall%2C+John+M
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/James%2C+Anthony+A
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/James%2C+Anthony+A
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Akbari%2C+Omar+S
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Bloss%2C+Cinnamon+S
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17441692.2020.1812103
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Banik%2C+Rajon
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Rahman%2C+Mahmudur
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Hossain%2C+Md+Mahfuz
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Sikder%2C+Md+Tajuddin
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Gozal%2C+David
http://www.globalizationandhealth.com/
https://www.healthaffairs.org/toc/hlthaff/current


   

  

 
 
Health and Human Rights 
Volume 22, Issue 1, June 2020 
https://www.hhrjournal.org/volume-22-issue-1-june-2020/ 
Special Section: Mental Health and Human Rights 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Economics, Policy and Law  
Volume 15 - Issue 4 - October 2020  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/health-economics-policy-and-law/latest-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Policy and Planning 
Volume 35, Issue 7, August 2020 
https://academic.oup.com/heapol/issue/35/7 
Original Articles 
Budget line items for immunization in 33 African countries  
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The development of a new accountability measurement framework and tool for global 
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Adriane Martin Hilber, Patricia Doherty, Andrea Nove, Rachel Cullen, Tunde Segun ...  
Health Policy and Planning, Volume 35, Issue 7, August 2020, Pages 765–774, 
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Abstract 
The Global Strategy for Women’s Children’s and Adolescents’ Health emphasizes accountability as 
essential to ensure that decision-makers have the information required to meet the health needs of 
their populations and stresses the importance of tracking resources, results, and rights to see ‘what 
works, what needs improvement and what requires increased attention’. However, results from 
accountability initiatives are mixed and there is a lack of broadly applicable, validated tools for 
planning, monitoring and evaluating accountability interventions. This article documents an effort to 
transform accountability markers—including political will, leadership and the monitor–review–act 
cycle—into a measurement tool that can be used prospectively or retrospectively to plan, monitor and 
evaluate accountability initiatives. It describes the development process behind the tool including the 
literature review, framework development and subsequent building of the measurement tool itself. It 
also examines feedback on the tool from a panel of global experts and the results of a pilot test 
conducted in Bauchi and Gombe states in Nigeria. The results demonstrate that the tool is an effective 
aid for accountability initiatives to reflect on their own progress and provides a useful structure for 
future planning, monitoring and evaluation. The tool can be applied and adapted to other 
accountability mechanisms working in global health. 
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Responding to Ebola in the Democratic Republic of Congo 
by Humanitarian Practice Network    
This edition of Humanitarian Exchange, co-edited with Anne Harmer, focuses on the response to the 
Ebola outbreak in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). Although at the time of publication the 
outbreak appeared to have ended, over its course it claimed 2,200 lives, with more than 3,300 
infected, making this the world’s second largest outbreak ever. 
 
In the lead article, Natalie Roberts reflects on the extent to which humanitarian actors have applied 
learning from the outbreak in West Africa in 2014–2016. Richard Kojan and colleagues report on the 
NGO ALIMA’s flexible, patient-centred approach to reducing mortality, Marcela Ascuntar reflects on 
lessons learned from community feedback and Bernard Balibuno, Emanuel Mbuna Badjonga and 
Howard Mollett highlight the crucial role faith-based organisations have played in the response. In their 
article, Theresa Jones, Noé Kasali and Olivia Tulloch outline the work of the Bethesda counselling 
centre in Beni, which provides support to grieving families. Reflecting on findings from a recent 
assessment by Translators without Borders, Ellie Kemp describes the challenges involved in providing 
clear and accessible information on Ebola and the response, and Sung Joon Park and colleagues 
explain how humane care and treatment can help increase trust and confidence in the response. 
Stephen Mugamba and his co-authors highlight the importance of community involvement in Ebola 
research, and Gillian McKay and her co-authors examine the impact of the Ebola outbreak and 
response on sexual and reproductive health services. 
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Stacey Mearns, Kiryn Lanning and Michelle Gayer present an Ebola Readiness Roadmap to support 
NGOs in preparing for an outbreak, while Edward Kumakech, Maurice Sadlier, Aidan Sinnott and Dan 
Irvine report on a Gap Analysis tool looking at the communication, community engagement and 
compliance tracking activities that need to be in place before an Ebola vaccine is deployed. Emanuele 
Bruni and colleagues describe the development of a new monitoring and evaluation framework for 
strategic response planning. The edition ends with an article by Adelicia Fairbanks, who argues for an 
acceptance strategy in the DRC to improve security and access for responding agencies. 
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September 2020   Volume 17  Issue 170 
https://royalsocietypublishing.org/toc/rsif/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Travel Medicine  
Volume 27, Issue 6, August 2020 
https://academic.oup.com/jtm/issue/27/6 
Perspectives 
Assessing US traveller vaccination access: an evaluation of US requirements for healthcare 
payer coverage of recommended travel vaccines  
Richard Hughes IV, Zach Klein  
Journal of Travel Medicine, Volume 27, Issue 6, August 2020, taaa118, 
https://doi.org/10.1093/jtm/taaa118 
 
Original Article 
Safety of yellow fever vaccination in pregnancy: findings from a cohort of active duty US 
military women  
Clinton Hall, PhD, Zeina G Khodr, PhD, Richard N Chang, MPH, Anna T Bukowinski, MPH, Gia R Gumbs, 
MPH ...  
Journal of Travel Medicine, Volume 27, Issue 6, August 2020, taaa138, 
https://doi.org/10.1093/jtm/taaa138 
 
 
The Lancet 
Oct 03, 2020  Volume 396  Number 10256  p935-1044, e53-e56 
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/issue/current 
Comment 
Offline: Science and the breakdown of trust 
Richard Horton 
 
Articles 
Azithromycin in addition to standard of care versus standard of care alone in the treatment 
of patients admitted to the hospital with severe COVID-19 in Brazil (COALITION II): a 
randomised clinical trial 

https://link.springer.com/journal/41271/41/3
https://ir.library.louisville.edu/rgh/
https://royalsocietypublishing.org/toc/rsif/current
https://academic.oup.com/jtm/issue/27/6
https://academic.oup.com/jtm/article/27/6/taaa118/5871852
https://academic.oup.com/jtm/article/27/6/taaa118/5871852
https://academic.oup.com/jtm/search-results?f_Authors=Richard+Hughes+IV
https://academic.oup.com/jtm/search-results?f_Authors=Zach+Klein
https://doi.org/10.1093/jtm/taaa118
https://academic.oup.com/jtm/article/27/6/taaa138/5896042
https://academic.oup.com/jtm/article/27/6/taaa138/5896042
https://academic.oup.com/jtm/search-results?f_Authors=Clinton+Hall
https://academic.oup.com/jtm/search-results?f_Authors=Zeina+G+Khodr
https://academic.oup.com/jtm/search-results?f_Authors=Richard+N+Chang
https://academic.oup.com/jtm/search-results?f_Authors=Anna+T+Bukowinski
https://academic.oup.com/jtm/search-results?f_Authors=Gia+R+Gumbs
https://academic.oup.com/jtm/search-results?f_Authors=Gia+R+Gumbs
https://doi.org/10.1093/jtm/taaa138
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/issue/current
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)32064-X/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)31862-6/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)31862-6/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)31862-6/fulltext


   

  

Remo H M Furtado, et al for the COALITION COVID-19 Brazil II Investigators 
   The efficacy and safety of azithromycin in the treatment of COVID-19 remain uncertain. We assessed 
whether adding azithromycin to standard of care, which included hydroxychloroquine, would improve 
clinical outcomes of patients admitted to the hospital with severe COVID-19…  
   In patients with severe COVID-19, adding azithromycin to standard of care treatment (which 
included hydroxychloroquine) did not improve clinical outcomes. Our findings do not support the 
routine use of azithromycin in combination with hydroxychloroquine in patients with severe COVID-19. 
 
The Lancet Commissions 
The Lancet NCDI Poverty Commission: bridging a gap in universal health coverage for the 
poorest billion 
Gene Bukhman, et al for the Lancet NCDI Poverty Commission Study Group 
Key messages 
:: For the poorest of our world, non-communicable diseases and injuries (NCDIs) account for more 
than a third of their burden of disease; this burden includes almost 800 000 deaths annually among 
those aged younger than 40 years, more than HIV, tuberculosis, and maternal deaths combined 
:: Despite already living in abject poverty, between 19 million and 50 million of the poorest billion 
spend a catastrophic amount of money each year in direct out-of-pocket costs on health care as a :: :: 
:: Progressive implementation of affordable, cost-effective, and equitable NCDI interventions between 
2020 and 2030 could save the lives of more than 4·6 million of the world's poorest, including 1·3 
million who would otherwise die before the age of 40 years 
:: To avoid needless death and suffering, and to reduce the risk of catastrophic health spending, 
essential NCDI services must be financed through pooled, public resources, either from increased 
domestic funding or external funds 
:: National governments should set and adjust priorities based on the best available local data on 
NCDIs and the specific needs of the worst off 
:: International development assistance for health should be augmented and targeted to ensure that 
the poorest families affected by NCDIs are included in progress towards universal health care 
 
 
The Lancet Child & Adolescent Health 
Oct 2020  Volume 4  Number 10  p709-794, e36-e39 
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanchi/issue/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Lancet Digital Health  
Oct 2020  Volume 2  Number 10  e493-e560 
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/landig/issue/current 
Editorial 
Guiding better design and reporting of AI-intervention trials 
The Lancet Digital Health 
 
Review 
Reporting guidelines for clinical trial reports for interventions involving artificial 
intelligence: the CONSORT-AI extension 
Xiaoxuan Liu, Samantha Cruz Rivera, David Moher, Melanie J Calvert, Alastair K Denniston and the 
SPIRIT-AI and CONSORT-AI Working Group 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)31907-3/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)31907-3/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanchi/issue/current
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/landig/issue/current
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/landig/article/PIIS2589-7500(20)30223-5/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/landig/article/PIIS2589-7500(20)30218-1/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/landig/article/PIIS2589-7500(20)30218-1/fulltext


   

  

Summary 
The CONSORT 2010 statement provides minimum guidelines for reporting randomised trials. Its 
widespread use has been instrumental in ensuring transparency in the evaluation of new interventions. 
More recently, there has been a growing recognition that interventions involving artificial intelligence 
(AI) need to undergo rigorous, prospective evaluation to demonstrate impact on health outcomes. The 
CONSORT-AI (Consolidated Standards of Reporting Trials-Artificial Intelligence) extension is a new 
reporting guideline for clinical trials evaluating interventions with an AI component. It was developed in 
parallel with its companion statement for clinical trial protocols: SPIRIT-AI (Standard Protocol Items: 
Recommendations for Interventional Trials-Artificial Intelligence). Both guidelines were developed 
through a staged consensus process involving literature review and expert consultation to generate 29 
candidate items, which were assessed by an international multi-stakeholder group in a two-stage 
Delphi survey (103 stakeholders), agreed upon in a two-day consensus meeting (31 stakeholders), and 
refined through a checklist pilot (34 participants). The CONSORT-AI extension includes 14 new items 
that were considered sufficiently important for AI interventions that they should be routinely reported 
in addition to the core CONSORT 2010 items. CONSORT-AI recommends that investigators provide 
clear descriptions of the AI intervention, including instructions and skills required for use, the setting in 
which the AI intervention is integrated, the handling of inputs and outputs of the AI intervention, the 
human–AI interaction and provision of an analysis of error cases. CONSORT-AI will help promote 
transparency and completeness in reporting clinical trials for AI interventions. It will assist editors and 
peer reviewers, as well as the general readership, to understand, interpret, and critically appraise the 
quality of clinical trial design and risk of bias in the reported outcomes. 
 
Guidelines for clinical trial protocols for interventions involving artificial intelligence: the 
SPIRIT-AI extension 
Samantha Cruz Rivera, Xiaoxuan Liu, An-Wen Chan, Alastair K Denniston, Melanie J Calvert and The 
SPIRIT-AI and CONSORT-AI Working Group 
Summary 
The SPIRIT 2013 statement aims to improve the completeness of clinical trial protocol reporting by 
providing evidence-based recommendations for the minimum set of items to be addressed. This 
guidance has been instrumental in promoting transparent evaluation of new interventions. More 
recently, there has been a growing recognition that interventions involving artificial intelligence (AI) 
need to undergo rigorous, prospective evaluation to demonstrate their impact on health outcomes. The 
SPIRIT-AI (Standard Protocol Items: Recommendations for Interventional Trials-Artificial Intelligence) 
extension is a new reporting guideline for clinical trial protocols evaluating interventions with an AI 
component. It was developed in parallel with its companion statement for trial reports: CONSORT-AI 
(Consolidated Standards of Reporting Trials-Artificial Intelligence). Both guidelines were developed 
through a staged consensus process involving literature review and expert consultation to generate 26 
candidate items, which were consulted upon by an international multi-stakeholder group in a two-stage 
Delphi survey (103 stakeholders), agreed upon in a consensus meeting (31 stakeholders) and refined 
through a checklist pilot (34 participants). The SPIRIT-AI extension includes 15 new items that were 
considered sufficiently important for clinical trial protocols of AI interventions. These new items should 
be routinely reported in addition to the core SPIRIT 2013 items. SPIRIT-AI recommends that 
investigators provide clear descriptions of the AI intervention, including instructions and skills required 
for use, the setting in which the AI intervention will be integrated, considerations for the handling of 
input and output data, the human–AI interaction and analysis of error cases. SPIRIT-AI will help 
promote transparency and completeness for clinical trial protocols for AI interventions. Its use will 
assist editors and peer reviewers, as well as the general readership, to understand, interpret, and 
critically appraise the design and risk of bias for a planned clinical trial. 
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Lancet Global Health 
Oct 2020  Volume 8  Number 10  e1242-e1351 
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/issue/current 
Editorial 
A historic achievement in a year of turmoil 
The Lancet Global Health 
   On World Polio Day 6 years ago, we wrote in an Editorial that “2014 has not felt like a good year for 
infectious disease control”. Little did we know what lay ahead. Yet in 2020—a year of unprecedented 
disruption at the hands of a new human pathogen—the transmission of an old and more deadly and 
disabling virus was formally declared over on a continent with some of the weakest health systems in 
the world. 
   The certification on Aug 25 that the African region is now free of wild poliovirus was a truly historic 
moment. Back in 2014, WHO declared a Public Health Emergency of International Concern over 
markedly increased international spread, including from Africa, and in 2016 WHO revoked Nigeria's 
recently achieved polio-free status after several cases of wild poliovirus were discovered in Borno state. 
Genetic analysis pointed to long-term undetected transmission—a devastating setback borne of 
prolonged conflict that had destroyed health-care delivery infrastructure and severely restricted 
surveillance… 
 
Comment 
Launching the Kofi Annan Global Health Leadership Programme 
John N Nkengasong, Edem Adzogenu, Amira E M Elfadil, Kwesi T Quartey 
 
Leadership training to accelerate progress in public health in sub-Saharan Africa: time for 
action 
Yukari C Manabe, Yohana Mashalla, Carey Farquhar, Nelson K Sewankambo 
 
The SickleGenAfrica Network 
Solomon F Ofori-Acquah on behalf of the SickleGenAfrica Network 
 
Articles 
Routine childhood immunisation during the COVID-19 pandemic in Africa: a benefit–risk 
analysis of health benefits versus excess risk of SARS-CoV-2 infection 
Kaja Abbas, et al LSHTM CMMID COVID-19 Working Group 
   National immunisation programmes globally are at risk of suspension due to the severe health 
system constraints and physical distancing measures in place to mitigate the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic. We aimed to compare the health benefits of sustaining routine childhood immunisation in 
Africa with the risk of acquiring severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) 
infection through visiting routine vaccination service delivery points. 
 
The allocation of US$105 billion in global funding from G20 countries for infectious disease 
research between 2000 and 2017: a content analysis of investments 
Michael G Head, et al  
 
Domestic HPV vaccine price and economic returns for cervical cancer prevention in China: 
a cost-effectiveness analysis 
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Zhuoru Zou, et al. 
 
Health Policy 
Certifying the interruption of wild poliovirus transmission in the WHO African region on the 
turbulent journey to a polio-free world 
The Africa Regional Commission for the Certification of Poliomyelitis Eradication 
Summary 
On Aug 25 2020, the Africa Regional Commission for the Certification of Poliomyelitis Eradication 
declared that the WHO African region had interrupted transmission of all indigenous wild polioviruses. 
This declaration marks the African region as the fifth of the six WHO regions to celebrate this 
extraordinary achievement. Following the Yaoundé Declaration on Polio Eradication in Africa by heads 
of state and governments in 1996, Nelson Mandela launched the Kick Polio out of Africa campaign. In 
this Health Policy paper, we describe the long and turbulent journey to the certification of the 
interruption of wild poliovirus transmission, focusing on 2016–20, lessons learned, and the strategies 
and analyses that convinced the Regional Commission that the African region is free of wild 
polioviruses. This certification of the WHO African region shows the feasibility of polio eradication in 
countries with chronic insecurity, inaccessible and hard-to-reach populations, and weak health systems. 
Challenges have been daunting and the sacrifices enormous—dozens of health workers and volunteers 
have lost their lives in the pursuit of a polio-free Africa. 
 
 
Lancet Infectious Diseases 
Sep 2020  Volume 20  Number 9  p993-1100, e215-e249 
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/issue/current 
Editorial 
Curing COVID-19 
The Lancet Infectious Diseases 
   As the COVID-19 pandemic moves into its 10th month, greater patient survival suggests that 
treatment of severe disease has improved. How much of this improvement is due to better supportive 
care and how much to pharmaceuticals is a matter of debate. Given the huge effort that the biomedical 
community has put into finding drugs to treat COVID-19, with thousands of trials completed and 
ongoing, it's worth taking stock of the evidence for what has worked and what has not… 
 
Personal View 
Need for sustainable biobanking networks for COVID-19 and other diseases of epidemic 
potential 
Rosanna W Peeling, Debrah Boeras, Annelies Wilder-Smith, Amadou Sall, John Nkengasong 
 
Vaccinology: time to change the paradigm? 
Christine Stabell Benn, Ane B Fisker, Andreas Rieckmann, Signe Sørup, Peter Aaby 
 
 
Lancet Public Health   
Oct 2020  Volume 5  Number 10  e512-e567 
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpub/issue/current 
Editorial 
Public health must be a priority in the 2020 US election 
The Lancet Public Health 
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Lancet Respiratory Medicine 
Oct 2020  Volume 8  Number 10  p935-1060, e73-e77 
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanres/issue/current 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Maternal and Child Health Journal  
Volume 24, issue 10, October 2020 
https://link.springer.com/journal/10995/volumes-and-issues/24-10 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Medical Decision Making (MDM) 
Volume 40 Issue 6, August 2020  
http://mdm.sagepub.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The Milbank Quarterly 
A Multidisciplinary Journal of Population Health and Health Policy  
Volume 98, Issue 3  Pages: 619-1020  September 2020 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14680009/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Nature 
Volume 585 Issue 7826, 24 September 2020 
http://www.nature.com/nature/current_issue.html 
Editorial | 29 September 2020  
COVID vaccine confidence requires radical transparency  
Public trust in a potential vaccine is under threat. Drug companies and their academic partners must 
disclose protocols and results data. 
   …History has shown that once public trust in vaccines has been compromised it is difficult to win 
back — and that distrust in one vaccine can fuel concerns about others. People wary of a COVID-19 
vaccine might be less likely to get vaccinated against other ailments, fuelling the vaccine-hesitancy 
movement that has already led to dangerous resurgences of diseases such as measles that were once 
largely contained. The causes of vaccine hesitancy are complex. But delays and reluctance in 
communicating results, or outright secrecy, do not help. Researchers, publishers, regulators, 
policymakers — and especially pharmaceutical companies — need to accept this if we are to succeed in 
quickly disrupting the path of the pandemic. 
 
 
Nature Biotechnology 
Volume 38 Issue 9, 1 September 2020 
https://www.nature.com/nbt/volumes/38/issues/9 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Nature Communications 
https://www.nature.com/subjects/health-sciences/ncomms 
(Accessed 3 Oct 2020)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Nature Genetics 
Volume 52   Issue 10, October 2020 
https://www.nature.com/ng/volumes/52/issues/10 
Editorial | 30 September 2020  
Stories in the DNA  
   Genetic tools can help uncover evolutionary histories, migration patterns and admixture events of 
domesticated animals and their wild ancestors. The genetic window into the past can help shape 
breeding strategies and inform animal agricultural practices that should lead to a more resilient and 
sustainable future. 
 
Article | 28 September 2020  
The mosaic genome of indigenous African cattle as a unique genetic resource for African 
pastoralism  
   Whole-genome sequence analysis of 172 indigenous African cattle from 16 breeds identifies 16 loci 
linked to environmental adaptations among crossbred animals, including a highly divergent locus in 
African taurine cattle putatively linked to trypanotolerance. 
Kwondo Kim, Taehyung Kwon[…] & Heebal Kim 
 
Nature Genetics 
Volume 52   Issue 10, October 2020 
https://www.nature.com/ng/volumes/52/issues/10 
Comment | 09 September 2020  
Exploring the coronavirus pandemic with the WashU Virus Genome Browser  
   The WashU Virus Genome Browser is a web-based portal for efficient visualization of viral ‘omics’ 
data in the context of a variety of annotation tracks and host infection responses. The browser features 
both a phylogenetic-tree-based view and a genomic-coordinate, track-based view in which users can 
analyze the sequence features of viral genomes, sequence diversity among viral strains, genomic sites 
of diagnostic tests, predicted immunogenic epitopes and a continuously updated repository of publicly 
available genomic datasets. 
Jennifer A. Flynn, Deepak Purushotham[…] & Ting Wang 
 
Comment | 09 September 2020  
The UCSC SARS-CoV-2 Genome Browser  
   The UCSC SARS-CoV-2 Genome Browser ( https://genome.ucsc.edu/covid19.html ) is an adaptation 
of our popular genome-browser visualization tool for this virus, containing many annotation tracks and 
new features, including conservation with similar viruses, immune epitopes, RT–PCR and sequencing 
primers and CRISPR guides. We invite all investigators to contribute to this resource to accelerate 
research and development activities globally. 
Jason D. Fernandes, Angie S. Hinrichs[…] & Maximilian Haeussler 
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Comment | 09 September 2020  
Exploring the structural distribution of genetic variation in SARS-CoV-2 with the COVID-3D 
online resource  
   The emergence of the COVID-19 pandemic has spurred a global rush to uncover basic biological 
mechanisms to inform effective vaccine and drug development. Despite the novelty of the virus, global 
sequencing efforts have already identified genomic variation across isolates. To enable easy exploration 
and spatial visualization of the potential implications of SARS-CoV-2 mutations in infection, host 
immunity and drug development, we have developed COVID-3D ( 
http://biosig.unimelb.edu.au/covid3d/ ). 
Stephanie Portelli, Moshe Olshansky[…] & David B. Ascher 
 
Perspective | 14 September 2020  
Treating medical data as a durable asset  
   This Perspective discusses important aspects of data generation, infrastructure and management that 
affect how the research community uses medical data, including genetic and genomic information. 
Amalio Telenti & Xiaoqian Jiang 
Abstract 
Access to medical data is central for conducting research on genomics. However, to tap these 
metadata (observable traits and phenotypes, diagnoses and medication, and labels), researchers must 
grapple with the complex and sensitive nature of the information. In this Perspective, we argue that, at 
this exciting time for genomics and artificial intelligence, several critical aspects of data generation, 
infrastructure and management are pillars of a modern data ecosystem. Many risks to privacy and 
many obstacles to medical research can be eliminated or mitigated by new secure data analytics. 
Finally, we discuss the potential consequences of medical data exiting the institutions and being 
managed by individuals. These shifts in data ownership have the potential for profound disruption and 
opportunity across many fields. 
 
 
Nature Medicine 
Volume 26 Issue 9, 1 September 2020 
https://www.nature.com/nm/volumes/26/issues/9 
Guidelines for AI in clinical trials 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Nature Reviews Genetics 
Volume 21  Issue 10, October 2020 
https://www.nature.com/nrg/volumes/21/issues/9 
Comment | 07 August 2020  
The Human Genome Project changed everything  
   Thirty years on from the launch of the Human Genome Project, Richard Gibbs reflects on the 
promisesthat this voyage of discovery bore. Its success should be measured by how this project 
transformed the rules of research, the way of practising biological discovery and the ubiquitous 
digitization of biological science. 
Richard A. Gibbs 
 
Viewpoint | 24 August 2020  
The road ahead in genetics and genomics  

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41588-020-0693-3
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41588-020-0693-3
javascript:;
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41588-020-0698-y
https://www.nature.com/nm/volumes/26/issues/9
https://www.nature.com/nrg/volumes/21/issues/9
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41576-020-0275-3
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41576-020-0272-6


   

  

   To celebrate the first 20 years of Nature Reviews Genetics, we asked 12 leading scientists to reflect 
on the key challenges and opportunities faced by the field of genetics and genomics. 
Amy L. McGuire, Stacey Gabriel[…] & Jin-Soo Kim 
 
Review Article | 21 July 2020  
Responsible, practical genomic data sharing that accelerates research  
   Data sharing can maximize the benefit and reach of genomics research. However, sharing must 
occur in a responsible manner, particularly when there are privacy risks to human participants. In this 
Review, the authors discuss the principles of data sharing, strategies for assessing and mitigating 
privacy risks, as well as practical guidelines for researchers and wider stakeholders. 
James Brian Byrd, Anna C. Greene[…] & Casey S. Greene 
 
 
Nature Reviews Immunology 
Volume 20 Issue 10, October 2020 
https://www.nature.com/nri/volumes/20/issues/10 
Review Article | 04 September 2020  
Immunological considerations for COVID-19 vaccine strategies  
   This Review outlines the guiding immunological principles for the design of coronavirus disease 2019 
(COVID-19) vaccine strategies and analyses the current COVID-19 vaccine landscape and the 
challenges ahead. 
Mangalakumari Jeyanathan, Sam Afkhami[…] & Zhou Xing 
 
 
Nature Reviews Drug Discovery 
Volume 19 Issue 10, October 2020 
https://www.nature.com/nrd/volumes/19/issues/10 
Comment | 03 September 2020  
COVID-19 must catalyse changes to clinical development  
   The response to the COVID-19 pandemic has shown that exceptional efforts can dramatically 
accelerate the clinical development of vaccines. We propose that it is time to also take immediate 
actions to improve clinical trials in other areas to better serve all patients. 
Rod MacKenzie, Peter Honig[…] & Marie-Pierre Hellio 
 
 
New England Journal of Medicine 
October 1, 2020  Vol. 383 No. 14 
http://www.nejm.org/toc/nejm/medical-journal 
Perspective 
Ensuring Uptake of Vaccines against SARS-CoV-2 
Michelle M. Mello, J.D., Ph.D., Ross D. Silverman, J.D., M.P.H., and Saad B. Omer, M.B., B.S., M.P.H., 
Ph.D. 
As Covid-19 continues to exact a heavy toll, development of a vaccine appears the most promising 
means of restoring normalcy to civil life. Perhaps no scientific breakthrough is more eagerly anticipated. 
But bringing a vaccine to market is only half the challenge; also critical is ensuring a high enough 
vaccination rate to achieve herd immunity. Concerningly, a recent poll found that only 49% of 
Americans planned to get vaccinated against SARS-CoV-2.1 
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One option for increasing vaccine uptake is to require it. Mandatory vaccination has proven effective in 
ensuring high childhood immunization rates in many high-income countries. However, except for 
influenza vaccination of health care workers, mandates have not been widely used for adults. 
 
Although a vaccine remains months to years away, developing a policy strategy to ensure uptake takes 
time. We offer a framework that states can apply now to help ensure uptake of the vaccine when it 
becomes available — including consideration of when a mandate might become appropriate. Our 
approach is guided by lessons from U.S. experiences with vaccines for the 1976 “swine flu,” H1N1 
influenza, smallpox, and human papillomavirus (HPV). 
 
We believe that six substantive criteria should be met before a state imposes a SARS-CoV-
2 vaccine mandate (see box). The first is the existence of evidence that Covid-19 is inadequately 
controlled in the state by other measures, such as testing, contact tracing, and isolation and quarantine 
— as indicated by sustained, troubling trends in new cases, hospitalizations, or deaths. Principles of 
public health law and ethics require that interventions that impinge on autonomy be reasonable and 
necessary; therefore, Covid-19 must present an ongoing threat. By the time a vaccine is available, 
more will be known about natural immunity in the population, the consequences of relaxing community 
mitigation measures, and the feasibility of scaling up test-and-trace strategies. There should be a 
reasonable indication as to whether further measures are needed. 
 
Six Trigger Criteria for State Covid-19 Vaccination Mandates. 
:: Covid-19 is not adequately contained in the state. 
:: The Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices has recommended vaccination for the groups for 
which a mandate is being considered. 
:: The supply of vaccine is sufficient to cover the population groups for which a mandate is being 
considered. 
:: Available evidence about the safety and efficacy of the vaccine has been transparently 
communicated. 
:: The state has created infrastructure to provide access to vaccination without financial or logistic 
barriers, compensation to workers who have adverse effects from a required vaccine, and real-time 
surveillance of vaccine side effects. 
:: In a time-limited evaluation, voluntary uptake of the vaccine among high-priority groups has fallen 
short of the level required to prevent epidemic spread. 
 
The second criterion is that the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP), 
after reviewing the safety and efficacy evidence, has recommended vaccination for the 
persons who would be covered by a mandate. Currently available evidence suggests that the 
elderly, health professionals working in high-risk situations or working with high-risk patients (e.g., 
nursing home residents and patients with severe respiratory symptoms), and persons with certain 
underlying medical conditions may be high-priority groups for the ACIP’s consideration, along with 
other workers with frequent, close, on-the-job contacts and persons living in high-density settings such 
as prisons and dormitories. When a vaccine nears approval, the ACIP should review the updated 
evidence and develop recommendations. Only recommended groups should be considered for a 
vaccination mandate, though health officials can encourage voluntary uptake for others, using means 
such as public education campaigns and free vaccination. 
 
The fact that a vaccine has received Food and Drug Administration (FDA) approval — whether under 
an Emergency Use Authorization (EUA) or ordinary review processes — is an insufficient basis on which 
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to conclude that it should be required. FDA approval reflects a determination that clinical trial evidence 
shows that the benefits of a vaccine outweigh its risks. ACIP recommendations reflect broader 
considerations, including values and preferences of affected groups, implementation issues, and health 
economic analyses. Overweighting FDA decisions would be particularly problematic for SARS-CoV-2 
vaccines because EUAs may be based on very limited evidence and consciously or unconsciously 
influenced by the intense pressure to speed countermeasures to market.2 
 
The third criterion is that there is an adequate supply of vaccine to cover the groups for 
which a mandate is being considered. Initially, global demand for SARS-CoV-2 vaccines will 
outstrip supply, making the salient question not who must get them but who will be granted access to 
them. New York State’s unsuccessful attempt to mandate H1N1 influenza vaccination for health care 
workers demonstrates that imposing requirements before adequate supply has been secured 
needlessly provokes controversy and alienates people who have already made sacrifices to fight an 
epidemic.3 
 
The fourth criterion is that there has been transparent communication of the best available 
evidence about the vaccine’s safety and efficacy.4 Particularly given the possibility that the 
evidence underlying FDA approval of SARS-CoV-2 vaccines may be more modest than usual, 
policymakers and the public will need to understand the limits of what is known. Public trust has 
already been compromised by federal officials’ endorsement of hydroxychloroquine as a Covid-19 
treatment without evidentiary support; the same must not occur for vaccines. 
 
The fifth criterion is that the government has put in place certain support mechanisms for 
persons required to receive the vaccine. Lessons from past vaccination campaigns suggest that a 
generous compensation program for people who have serious vaccine side effects should be a 
centerpiece of these efforts. A federal compensation fund like the Smallpox Vaccine Injury 
Compensation Program is one attractive model, although identifying compensable injuries may be 
challenging with a novel vaccine. States will also have to create distribution systems to provide SARS-
CoV-2 vaccine to high-priority groups with near-zero financial and logistic barriers — for example, 
bringing free vaccine to points of care, pharmacies, and work sites. It is equally critical to have a 
safety-assessment plan in place before vaccines are widely distributed to enable health officials to 
evaluate safety evidence in real time. States should work with health systems to ensure that reporting 
systems for vaccine-related adverse events are consistently used and specify a process for 
reconsidering mandate decisions as evidence evolves. 
 
The last criterion is that vaccination mandates are imposed only after a time-limited trial 
of voluntary vaccine provision has proved unsuccessful. Principles of public health ethics 
support trying less burdensome policies before moving to more burdensome ones whenever possible. 
In this case, the costs of a failed voluntary scheme are sufficiently high that the attempt should be 
limited to a matter of weeks. States should implement a system for measuring vaccine uptake within 
each high-priority group against a set of coverage targets. Ensuring that the economic and logistic 
supports described above are in place will maximize the chances for success. 
 
If the proposed trigger criteria were met, what might a vaccination mandate look like? Because the 
constitutional power to protect public health rests primarily with states, each state will need to adopt 
its own legislation. Proposed legislation should be supported by attestations from the state health 
officer, the ACIP, or another expert committee that all trigger criteria have been met. Targeted SARS-
CoV-2 vaccination mandate policies may also be appropriate in certain federal contexts, including high-
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risk groups in active-duty military environments, Veterans Affairs facilities, federal prisons, and 
immigration detention centers. 
 
Although state vaccination mandates are usually tied to school and day care entry, that approach is not 
appropriate for SARS-CoV-2 because children won’t be a high-priority group. In addition, state 
mandates should not be structured as compulsory vaccination (absolute requirements); instead, 
noncompliance should incur a penalty. Nevertheless, because of the infectiousness and dangerousness 
of the virus, relatively substantive penalties could be justified, including employment suspension or 
stay-at-home orders for persons in designated high-priority groups who refuse vaccination. Neither 
fines nor criminal penalties should be used, however; fines disadvantage the poor, and criminal 
penalties invite legal challenges on procedural due-process grounds. Both are bad public health policy 
for a Covid-19 vaccine because they may stoke distrust without improving uptake. 
 
The need to build public trust requires that state officials implement vaccination policy through a 
transparent and inclusive process, working closely with stakeholder groups such as local health officers, 
health professional and hospital associations, representatives of high-risk population groups, and 
groups concerned about vaccine safety. States’ experience with HPV vaccination mandates offers 
another process tip: vaccine manufacturers should stay on the sidelines. The HPV vaccine 
manufacturer’s direct involvement in crafting and lobbying for mandate legislation raised suspicion that 
profit rather than public health motives lay behind such proposals, undercutting support for vaccination 
even without a mandatory regime.5 
 
As with social distancing orders, we can expect that the advent of SARS-CoV-2 vaccines will spark 
intense clashes of feeling about what people owe to one another in the fight against the pandemic. In 
contrast to earlier phases of the pandemic, though, we currently have some time on our side. Careful 
deliberation now about state vaccination policy can help ensure that we have a strategy when the 
breakthrough comes. 
 
Original Article  Free Preview 
HPV Vaccination and the Risk of Invasive Cervical Cancer 
Jiayao Lei, Ph.D., et al. 
   The efficacy and effectiveness of the quadrivalent human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine in preventing 
high-grade cervical lesions have been shown. However, data to inform the relationship between 
quadrivalent HPV vaccination and the subsequent risk of invasive cervical cancer are lacking. 
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Trend and determinants of complete vaccination coverage among children aged 12-23 
months in Ghana: Analysis of data from the 1998 to 2014 Ghana Demographic and Health 
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Miao Li, Karen Kie Yan Chan, Ying Tu, Mu Yang, Jing Yang, Zhaoyang Liu, Chong Shen, Che Wang, Lei 
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Huang, Jason D. Whittington, Nils Chr. Stenseth, Dabo Guan, Peng Gong, and Bing Xu 
PNAS first published September 28, 2020. https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.2012002117  
Abstract 
Emerging evidence suggests a resurgence of COVID-19 in the coming years. It is thus critical to 
optimize emergency response planning from a broad, integrated perspective. We developed a 
mathematical model incorporating climate-driven variation in community transmissions and movement-
modulated spatial diffusions of COVID-19 into various intervention scenarios. We find that an intensive 
8-wk intervention targeting the reduction of local transmissibility and international travel is efficient and 
effective. Practically, we suggest a tiered implementation of this strategy where interventions are first 
implemented at locations in what we call the Global Intervention Hub, followed by timely interventions 
in secondary high-risk locations. We argue that thinking globally, categorizing locations in a hub-and-
spoke intervention network, and acting locally, applying interventions at high-risk areas, is a functional 
strategy to avert the tremendous burden that would otherwise be placed on public health and society. 
 
 
The logic of universalization guides moral judgment  
Sydney Levine, Max Kleiman-Weiner, Laura Schulz, Joshua Tenenbaum, and Fiery Cushman 
PNAS first published October 2, 2020. https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.2014505117  
Abstract 
To explain why an action is wrong, we sometimes say, “What if everybody did that?” In other words, 
even if a single person’s behavior is harmless, that behavior may be wrong if it would be harmful once 
universalized. We formalize the process of universalization in a computational model, test its 
quantitative predictions in studies of human moral judgment, and distinguish it from alternative 
models. We show that adults spontaneously make moral judgments consistent with the logic of 
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universalization, and report comparable patterns of judgment in children. We conclude that, alongside 
other well-characterized mechanisms of moral judgment, such as outcome-based and rule-based 
thinking, the logic of universalizing holds an important place in our moral minds. 
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Tanya Broesch et al. 
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Abstract 
The intensifying pace of research based on cross-cultural studies in the social sciences necessitates a 
discussion of the unique challenges of multi-sited research. Given an increasing demand for social 
scientists to expand their data collection beyond WEIRD (Western, educated, industrialized, rich and 
democratic) populations, there is an urgent need for transdisciplinary conversations on the logistical, 
scientific and ethical considerations inherent to this type of scholarship. As a group of social scientists 
engaged in cross-cultural research in psychology and anthropology, we hope to guide prospective 
cross-cultural researchers through some of the complex scientific and ethical challenges involved in 
such work: (a) study site selection, (b) community involvement and (c) culturally appropriate research 
methods. We aim to shed light on some of the difficult ethical quandaries of this type of research. Our 
recommendation emphasizes a community-centred approach, in which the desires of the community 
regarding research approach and methodology, community involvement, results communication and 
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distribution, and data sharing are held in the highest regard by the researchers. We argue that such 
considerations are central to scientific rigour and the foundation of the study of human behaviour. 
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Science02 Oct 2020 : 24-29  
A Science investigation shows that FDA oversight of clinical trials is lax, slow moving, and secretive—
and that enforcement is declining. 
Summary 
The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) oversees most clinical research in the United States, 
ensuring the integrity of trial data and the safety of study participants. This Science investigation, 
which evaluated FDA's clinical trial enforcement for the past 11 years, suggests the agency's 
enforcement of clinical research regulations is often light-handed, slow moving, and secretive—even 
when clinical trial practices were deemed dangerous or unlawful. The investigation, which included a 
review of nearly 1600 FDA inspection and enforcement documents for clinical trials, found that 
FDA rarely levels sanctions. When it does, follow-ups are either slow or neglected, and cases are 
frequently resolved based on unverified claims. And the agency has become less and less aggressive in 
its enforcement. It issued 99 and 36 warning letters for serious clinical trial transgressions during the 
first and last 3 years of the Obama administration, respectively, and only 12 were issued during the 
first 3 years under President Donald Trump. Disqualifications of egregious offenders also plummeted 
under Trump. The Science findings provide a cautionary tale as FDA oversees numerous fast-moving 
trials of vaccines and drugs for COVID-19. 
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Sharing of data for research beyond the EU must improve 
Summary 
Since the advent of the European Union (EU) General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) in 2018, the 
biomedical research community has struggled to share data with colleagues and consortia outside the 
EU, as the GDPR limits international transfers of personal data. A July 2020 ruling of the Court of 
Justice of the European Union (CJEU) reinforced obstacles to sharing, and even data transfer to enable 
essential research into coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) has been restricted in a recent Guidance 
of the European Data Protection Board (EDPB). We acknowledge the valid concerns that gave rise to 
the GDPR, but we are concerned that the GDPR's limitations on data transfers will hamper science 
globally in general and biomedical science in particular (see the text box) (1)—even though one stated 
objective of the GDPR is that processing of personal data should serve humankind, and even though 
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the GDPR explicitly acknowledges that the right to the protection of personal data is not absolute and 
must be considered in relation to its function in society and be balanced against other fundamental 
rights. We examine whether there is room under the GDPR for EU biomedical researchers to share data 
from the EU with the rest of the world to facilitate biomedical research. We then propose solutions for 
consideration by either the EU legislature, the EU Commission, or the EDPB in its planned Guidance on 
the processing of health data for scientific research. Finally, we urge the EDPB to revisit its recent 
Guidance on COVID-19 research. 
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Interpretation and COVID-19  
   The year 2020 began with an unprecedented health crisis that has affected each one of us, and we 
still cannot predict its long-term effects. Not only have we been touched in our personal lives. 
Lockdown has perturbed our work, our communities and our industries, at times with devastating 
consequences. And this crisis is not yet over. 
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