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:: Week in Review  
A highly selective capture of strategic developments, research, commentary, analysis and 
announcements spanning Human Rights Action, Humanitarian Response, Health, Education, Holistic 
Development, Heritage Stewardship, Sustainable Resilience. Achieving a balance across these broad 
themes is a challenge and we appreciate your observations and ideas in this regard. This is not 
intended to be a "news and events" digest. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
The Nobel Peace Prize 2020  
Announcement 
The need for international solidarity and multilateral cooperation is more conspicuous than ever. The 
Norwegian Nobel Committee has decided to award the Nobel Peace Prize for 2020 to the World 
Food Programme (WFP) for its efforts to combat hunger, for its contribution to bettering 
conditions for peace in conflict-affected areas and for acting as a driving force in efforts to 
prevent the use of hunger as a weapon of war and conflict. 

The World Food Programme is the world’s largest humanitarian organisation addressing hunger and 
promoting food security. In 2019, the WFP provided assistance to close to 100 million people in 88 
countries who are victims of acute food insecurity and hunger. In 2015, eradicating hunger was 
adopted as one of the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals. The WFP is the UN’s primary instrument 
for realising this goal. In recent years, the situation has taken a negative turn. In 2019, 135 million 
people suffered from acute hunger, the highest number in many years. Most of the increase was 
caused by war and armed conflict. 

The coronavirus pandemic has contributed to a strong upsurge in the number of victims of 
hunger in the world. In countries such as Yemen, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Nigeria, South 
Sudan and Burkina Faso, the combination of violent conflict and the pandemic has led to a dramatic 
rise in the number of people living on the brink of starvation. In the face of the pandemic, the World 
Food Programme has demonstrated an impressive ability to intensify its efforts. As the organisation 
itself has stated, “Until the day we have a medical vaccine, food is the best vaccine against chaos.” 

The world is in danger of experiencing a hunger crisis of inconceivable proportions if the 
World Food Programme and other food assistance organisations do not receive the 
financial support they have requested. 

The link between hunger and armed conflict is a vicious circle: war and conflict can cause food 
insecurity and hunger, just as hunger and food insecurity can cause latent conflicts to flare up and 
trigger the use of violence. We will never achieve the goal of zero hunger unless we also put an end to 
war and armed conflict. 

The Norwegian Nobel Committee wishes to emphasise that providing assistance to 
increase food security not only prevents hunger, but can also help to improve prospects for 
stability and peace. The World Food Programme has taken the lead in combining humanitarian work 
with peace efforts through pioneering projects in South America, Africa and Asia. 

https://www.nobelprize.org/prizes/peace/2020/press-release/
https://www.nobelpeaceprize.org/
https://www.nobelpeaceprize.org/


   

  

The World Food Programme was an active participant in the diplomatic process that culminated in May 
2018 in the UN Security Council’s unanimous adoption of Resolution 2417, which for the first time 
explicitly addressed the link between conflict and hunger. The Security Council also underscored UN 
Member States’ obligation to help ensure that food assistance reaches those in need, and condemned 
the use of starvation as a method of warfare. 

With this year’s award, the Norwegian Nobel Committee wishes to turn the eyes of the 
world towards the millions of people who suffer from or face the threat of hunger. The 
World Food Programme plays a key role in multilateral cooperation on making food security an 
instrument of peace, and has made a strong contribution towards mobilising UN Member States to 
combat the use of hunger as a weapon of war and conflict. The organisation contributes daily to 
advancing the fraternity of nations referred to in Alfred Nobel’s will. As the UN’s largest specialised 
agency, the World Food Programme is a modern version of the peace congresses that the Nobel Peace 
Prize is intended to promote. 

The work of the World Food Programme to the benefit of humankind is an endeavour that all the 
nations of the world should be able to endorse and support. 

Oslo, 9 October 2020 

:::::: 
 
World Food Programme chief lauds front line staff and partners after Nobel Peace Prize 
win 
Award spotlights conflict, climate change and coronavirus as drivers of a deepening global hunger crisis 
Peyvand Khorsandi 
Oct 9  
   The World Food Programme has won the Nobel Prize for Peace, it was announced today. 
“Every one of the 690 million hungry people in the world today has the right to live peacefully and 
without hunger,” said WFP’s Executive Director David Beasley, in a statement. 
   “Today, the Norwegian Nobel Committee has turned the global spotlight on them and on the 
devastating consequences of conflict.” 
   He added: “Climate shocks and economic pressures have further compounded their plight. And now, 
a global pandemic with its brutal impact on economies and communities, is pushing millions more to 
the brink of starvation.” 
   In a video message on Twitter, Beasley — who is currently in Niger — paid tribute to WFP staff. 
“They’re out there in the most difficult, complex places in the world, whether there’s war, conflict, 
climate extremes, it doesn’t matter,” he said. “They’re out there, and they deserve this award.” 
   Beasley also added that the Nobel Peace Prize is “poignant tribute to our WFP team members who 
have made the ultimate sacrifice on the front lines of hunger”. 
   However, the win was “not WFP’s alone”, Beasley said: “We work closely with governments, local 
and international organizations and private sector partners whose passion for helping the hungry and 
vulnerable equals ours. We could not possibly help anyone without them.”… 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Heritage Stewardship 

https://insight.wfp.org/world-food-programme-chief-pays-tribute-to-front-line-staff-and-partners-after-nobel-peace-prize-fc406608d60
https://insight.wfp.org/world-food-programme-chief-pays-tribute-to-front-line-staff-and-partners-after-nobel-peace-prize-fc406608d60


   

  

 
Aga Khan Development Network partners with HRH Prince William to launch prestigious 
Earthshot prize 
:: Five, one million-pound prizes to be awarded each year for the next 10 years, providing 
at least 50 solutions to the world’s greatest environmental problems by 2030 
:: Five Earthshots – universal goals to repair our planet by 2030 – are announced in a new series of 
short films 
:: Nominations to open on 1st November 2020 with an annual global awards ceremony to be held in a 
different city each year, starting with London in autumn 2021 
 
London, United Kingdom, 8 October 2020 – The Aga Khan Development Network (AKDN) is partnering 
with His Royal Highness Prince William, Duke of Cambridge, to launch The Earthshot Prize. The prize 
aims to find new solutions to environmental crises and the improvement of living 
standards, particularly for communities who are most at risk from climate change. The 
goal is to incentivise environmental change while helping repair the planet over the next 
ten years. The Aga Khan Development Network is a Global Alliance Founding Partner.   
 
Taking inspiration from President John F. Kennedy’s Moonshot, which united millions of people around 
an organising goal to put man on the moon and catalysed the development of new technology in the 
1960s, The Earthshot Prize is centred around five “Earthshots” – simple but ambitious goals for the 
planet which, if achieved by 2030, will improve the quality of life for all. 
 
The five Earthshots unveiled today are: 
;; Protect and restore nature 
:: Clean our air 
:: Revive our oceans 
:: Build a waste-free world 
:: Fix our climate 
 
…Prizes could be awarded to a wide range of individuals, teams or collaborations – scientists, activists, 
economists, community projects, leaders, governments, banks, businesses, cities, and countries – 
anyone whose workable solutions make a substantial contribution to achieving the Earthshots. 
Every year from 2021 until 2030, Prince William, alongside The Earthshot Prize Council, which covers 
six continents, will award The Earthshot Prize to five winners, one per Earthshot. Sir David 
Attenborough became the first member of The Earthshot Prize Council last month and spoke with a 
global list of leaders from the environmental, philanthropic, business, sporting and entertainment 
worlds.  
 
…Nominations will open on 1 November 2020, with over 100 nominating partners from across the 
world being invited to submit nominations of those individuals, communities, businesses and 
organisations who could win The Earthshot Prize. Nominators will include the Global Alliance but also 
academic and non-profit institutions from across the world who have been selected for their ability to 
identify the most impactful solutions to the Earthshots. 
 
The 5-stage prize process to select a winner for each Earthshot has been designed in partnership with 
the Centre for Public Impact and a range of international experts. Nominations will be screened as part 
of an independent assessment process run by Deloitte, our implementation partner. A distinguished 

https://www.akdn.org/press-release/aga-khan-development-network-partners-hrh-prince-william-launch-prestigious-earthshot
https://www.akdn.org/press-release/aga-khan-development-network-partners-hrh-prince-william-launch-prestigious-earthshot


   

  

panel of experts will support the judging process, making recommendations to the Prize Council who 
will select the final winners… 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Governance 
 
UNITED IN THE BUSINESS OF A BETTER WORLD 
A Statement from Business Leaders for Renewed Global Cooperation 
[text bolding from original] 
The 75th anniversary of the United Nations comes at a time of unprecedented disruption and 
global transformation, serving as a stark reminder that international cooperation must be mobilized 
across borders, sectors and generations to adapt to changing circumstances. This message emerged 
loud and  clear from the hundreds of thousands of people who participated in global dialogues initiated 
by the UN this year. 
 
In the face of the COVID-19 pandemic and converging crises — including climate change, economic 
uncertainty, social inequality and rising disinformation — public and private institutions need to 
show they are accountable, ethical, inclusive and transparent. This is the only way to strengthen public 
trust and achieve a more sustainable future for all. 
 
Over time, the UN has sought to unite stakeholders everywhere to tackle the world’s greatest 
challenges. Yet our multilateral system is being threatened by those who want to go it alone rather 
than work together. 
 
We, the business peoples, recognize that peace, justice and strong institutions are beneficial to 
the long-term viability of our organizations and are foundational for upholding the Ten Principles of the 
UN Global Compact and achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 
 
In the spirit of renewed global cooperation, we commit to: 
:: Demonstrate ethical leadership and good governance through values-based strategies, policies, 
operations and relationships when engaging with all stakeholders 
:: Invest in addressing systemic inequalities and injustices  
:: Partner with the UN, Government and civil society to strengthen access to justice, ensure 
accountability and transparency, provide legal certainty, promote equality and respect human rights 
 
In making that commitment, we also call on Governments to: 
:: Protect human rights, ensure peace and security, and uphold the rule of law so that businesses, 
individuals and societies 
:: Create an enabling environment to serve the interests of people and planet, prosperity and purpose, 
through strengthened international cooperation and national legal frameworks 
:: Enhance multilateralism and global governance to combat corruption, build resilience and achieve 
the SDGs 
 
Now is our opportunity to learn from our collective experiences to realign behind the mission of 
the UN and steer our world onto a more equitable, inclusive and sustainable path. We are in this 
together — and we are united in the business of a better world. 

https://lnkd.in/dB76fef
https://lnkd.in/dB76fef


   

  

 
[Business organization signatories at title link above] 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Featured Journal Content 
 
Lancet COVID-19 Commission Statement on the occasion of the 75th session of the UN 
General Assembly 
The Lancet COVID-19 Commissioners, Task Force Chairs, and Commission Secretariat 
[Editor’s text bolding in red] 
Executive summary 
The Lancet COVID-19 Commission was launched on July 9, 2020, to assist governments, 
civil society, and UN institutions in responding effectively to the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
Commission aims to offer practical solutions to the four main global challenges posed by the pandemic: 
suppressing the pandemic by means of pharmaceutical and non-pharmaceutical interventions; 
overcoming humanitarian emergencies, including poverty, hunger, and mental distress, caused by the 
pandemic; restructuring public and private finances in the wake of the pandemic; and rebuilding the 
world economy in an inclusive, resilient, and sustainable way that is aligned with the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) and the Paris Climate Agreement. Many creative solutions are already being 
implemented, and a key aim of the Commission is to accelerate their adoption worldwide. 
 
The origins of COVID-19 and averting zoonotic pandemics 
The COVID-19 pandemic is the latest—but certainly not the last—emerging infectious disease, 
preceded by HIV/AIDS, Nipah, severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus, H1N1 influenza, Middle 
East respiratory syndrome coronavirus, Zika, Ebola, and others. These diseases are zoonoses, resulting 
from pathogens being transmitted from animals to humans. To protect against zoonoses, we require 
new precautions, such as ending deforestation and protecting conservation areas and endangered 
species. The origins of severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) are yet to be 
definitively determined, but evidence to date supports the view that SARS-CoV-2 is a naturally 
occurring virus rather than the result of laboratory creation and release. Research into the origins of 
SARS-CoV-2 should proceed expeditiously, scientifically, and objectively, unhindered by geopolitical 
agendas and misinformation. 
 
The urgency of suppressing the pandemic 
The COVID-19 epidemic can and should be suppressed through non-pharmaceutical interventions, 
including effective community health services, that cut transmission of the virus, to be followed by the 
introduction of effective and safe vaccines as rapidly as science permits. Countries should not rely 
on herd immunity by natural infection to suppress the epidemic. The disease and death 
that would accompany natural infection rates to reach herd immunity, typically estimated 
as 40–60% of the population infected, would be unacceptably high. Uncertainty also 
remains about the duration of acquired immunity from past infections. 
 
The great divide in the outcomes of the epidemic has been the relative success of the Asia–Pacific 
region compared with western Europe and the Americas. The Asia–Pacific region has largely 
suppressed transmission and mortality (less than 10 deaths per million). Western Europe and the 
Americas have had very high transmission and mortality (several hundred deaths per million in several 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)31927-9/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)31927-9/fulltext


   

  

countries). Many low-income countries have suppressed the epidemic, such as Cambodia, Lao People's 
Democratic Republic, and Viet Nam. 
 
To implement non-pharmaceutical interventions, we urge countries to scale up with all urgency their 
public health workforces, including epidemiologists, public health technicians, nurses, testers, contact 
tracers, and community health workers. Community health workers can contribute to controlling 
community spread and protecting vulnerable people in the community, particularly through testing, 
education on prevention and treatment, and education on the mental health effects of social isolation. 
 
The vexing question of whether to close schools is perhaps the single most challenging non-
pharmaceutical intervention. Schools can safely reopen when community transmission is low and 
school facilities and staff have been appropriately prepared. When it is not safe to open schools, 
countries and localities should aim to implement online education accessible to all students. 
 
Health professionalism 
One reason for failure to suppress the epidemic is a style of political leadership that has been called 
medical populism; Lasco has described political leaders as “simplifying the pandemic by downplaying 
its impacts or touting easy solutions or treatments, spectacularizing their responses to crisis, forging 
divisions between the ‘people’ and dangerous ‘others’, and making medical knowledge claims to 
support the above”. Lasco makes three cases in point: the US President, Donald Trump, the Philippine 
President, Rodrigo Duterte, and the Brazilian President, Jair Bolsonaro. 
 
We call on governments to prioritise advice from the professional public health 
community, working in cooperation with international agencies and learning from the best practices 
of other nations. All countries should combat decisions based on rumour-mongering and 
misinformation. Leaders should desist from expressing personal viewpoints that are at odds with 
science. 
 
Addressing the inequities of the epidemic 
The COVID-19 pandemic is bringing to light and exacerbating pre-existing social, 
economic, and political inequalities, including inequalities of wealth, health, wellbeing, 
social protection, and access to basic needs including food, health care, and schooling. The 
pandemic is bringing about a sharp increase in income inequality and jobs crises for low-paid workers. 
Health inequalities also pose major issues in this pandemic; as of December, 2017, half of the world's 
population did not have access to essential health services. Vulnerable populations (including the poor, 
older people, people with previous health conditions, people who are incarcerated, refugees, and 
Indigenous peoples) are bearing a disproportionate burden of the pandemic. 
 
The abrupt shift to an online economy came in the context of a deep, pre-existing digital divide in high-
quality digital access. We call on all relevant UN agencies to take concrete steps with the digital 
industry and governments to accelerate universal access to digital services, including public–private 
financing to extend connectivity to hard-to-reach populations. 
 
Among the most urgent challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic are hunger and food insecurity for poor 
and vulnerable populations. The pandemic also poses great concerns for mental health, especially for 
lower-income populations, and there is high inequality in the provision of services for mental health, 
especially in lower-income and middle-income countries. The gender dimensions of COVID-19 must 



   

  

also be prioritised, in recognition of the documented increase in unplanned pregnancies for teenage 
and young women, and the increase in gender-based violence. 
 
Data needs 
The UN Statistical Commission, working with partner UN institutions and with national 
statistical agencies, should prepare near-real-time data on highly vulnerable populations 
and their conditions, with a special focus on infection and death rates, poverty, 
joblessness, mental health, violence, hunger, forced labour, and other forms of extreme 
deprivation and abuses of human rights. Urgent surveying should be undertaken to identify 
humanitarian needs and hunger hotspots, especially among the poor, older people, people living with 
disabilities, Indigenous peoples, women who are vulnerable, young children, refugees, people who are 
incarcerated, people working in high-risk jobs (eg, meatpacking plants or guest workers), and other 
minority populations (including ethnic, racial, and religious minorities). 
 
Meeting the urgent fiscal needs of the developing countries 
One of the characteristics of the global crisis is the sharp drop in public revenues at all government 
levels. The situation for developing countries will become increasingly dire as many countries find 
themselves facing rising social needs without the means to finance social services. Moreover, many 
developing countries currently do not have the kinds of social protection programmes that are most 
urgently needed at this juncture, such as unemployment insurance, income support, and nutrition 
support. 
 
Some developing countries will require considerable international concessional financing 
(ie, grants and low-interest, long-term loans) from the international financing institutions, 
notably the International Monetary Fund, the World Bank, and the multilateral and regional 
development banks, as well as the orderly restructuring of their sovereign debts to both public and 
private creditors. Now, more than ever, is the time for countries to meet their commitments to 
providing 0·7% of gross domestic product as official development aid. Special efforts must be made to 
fight corruption, to ensure that new aid flows reach the intended beneficiaries. 
 
Global justice in access to safe and effective vaccines, therapeutics, diagnostics, and 
equipment 
The pharmaceutical industry and academic community, supported by governments, have undertaken a 
remarkable effort to develop new approaches for the suppression of the pandemic, including vaccines, 
therapeutics, rapid diagnostics, and treatment regimens. The introduction of new vaccines and 
therapeutics should follow rigorous testing and evaluation through all clinical phases and must not be 
subject to dangerous political interference. 
 
In the early phases of the COVID-19 pandemic, there have already been breakdowns in the 
global health governance of vaccine development, even leading to the new term vaccine 
nationalism. Any new vaccine or therapeutic must be developed and implemented with a view to 
equitable access across and within countries. No population should be prohibited from accessing a 
vaccine because of cost or have its access predicated on its participation in clinical trials. We strongly 
support the multilateral initiative Access to COVID-19 Tools Accelerator to promote the universal, 
equitable access to COVID-19 vaccines, therapeutics, and other tools, and within that initiative, COVAX 
Facility, the vaccine pillar. Complementary approaches in support of this multilateral initiative would 
help to strengthen equitable access across and within countries. 
 



   

  

Promoting a jobs-based green recovery 
Economic recovery plans should support the transition towards sustainable and inclusive societies 
based on the SDGs and the Paris Climate Agreement. Public investment should be oriented towards 
sustainable industries and the digital economy, and should spur complementary private investments. 
Preventing a wave of bankruptcies among small and medium-sized businesses with viable prospects is 
an important priority. A major goal of the recovery should be an unprecedented commitment to 
reskilling and upskilling people, including the skills to prepare workers for the digital economy. 
 
The EU Green Deal, long-term budget (2021–27), and new recovery fund marks an exemplary 
framework for long-term recovery, including mid-century goals on climate safety, energy transition, 
and circular economy, with a comprehensive €1·8 trillion budget. This approach can serve as an 
exemplar for other regions. In general, recoveries should be smart (based on digital technologies), 
inclusive (targeting lower-income households), and sustainable (featuring investments in clean energy 
and reduced pollution). 
 
Multilateralism and the UN system 
Global recovery will be greatly facilitated by cooperation at the regional and international level, both in 
controlling the epidemic and in adopting new green recovery programmes. We strongly urge the United 
States, EU, China, Russia, India, Mercosur, the African Union, the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations, the Community of Latin American and Caribbean States, the Caribbean Community, and other 
nations and regional groupings to put aside rivalries and beggar-thy-neighbour policies (such as trade 
and financial sanctions) in favour of coordinated regional responses. Trade and financial sanctions, or 
other isolationist policies, and talk of a new cold war between the United States and China, are 
dangerous for global recovery and peace. 
 
The COVID-19 pandemic hit during the 75th anniversary year of the UN. The indispensable role of 
the UN has been evident throughout the course of the pandemic to date, especially for the 
world's most vulnerable populations, and yet the UN system is also under attack and 
international law has been undermined. We strongly support the UN and call on all nations to 
honour the UN Charter and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and to contribute to the 
efficacy of the UN multilateral system, including through crucial financing of UN institutions. We call on 
the United States to reverse its decisions to withdraw from the WHO, the Paris Climate Agreement, the 
UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation, and the UN Human Rights Council. 
 
We strongly support the unique role of the International Monetary Fund, the World Bank, 
and multilateral development banks in providing urgent financing and technical assistance 
for emerging and developing economies. We call on their shareholders to consider scaling up the 
already unprecedented efforts at securing larger financing for these countries through an increased 
allocation or more efficient use of special drawing rights, or through debt restructuring when needed. 
We also urge the more affluent shareholder countries to provide additional concessional resources. 
 
We strongly support the indispensable role of the WHO in controlling the COVID-19 
pandemic, and call on all nations to increase, rather than decrease, their funding support 
and political backing for the work of the WHO at this fraught time. In this regard, we also support 
the call for an independent analysis of the WHO response, to strengthen the institution and its central, 
unique role in global public health. 
 
Future work of The Lancet COVID-19 Commission 



   

  

The Lancet COVID-19 Commission will monitor the global progress in suppressing the pandemic and 
making an inclusive and sustainable recovery with a new set of metrics that it will regularly publish. 
The Commission Task Forces will consider in detail many of the complex issues already raised, 
including the best ways to promote decent jobs and sustainable development. The ten priority actions 
of the Commission are summarised in panel 1. The next scheduled Statement of the Commission will 
be in early 2021. 
 
[Panel 1] Ten priority actions 
1  Origins: track down the origins of the virus in an open, scientific, and unbiased way not influenced 
by geopolitical agendas 
 
2  Non-pharmaceutical interventions: suppress the epidemic through the proven package of non-
pharmaceutical interventions, as accomplished by several countries including several in the Asia–Pacific 
region 
 
3  Science-based policy making: base policy making on objective scientific evidence and stop politicians 
and others in positions of power from subverting clinical trials and other scientific protocols 
 
4  Timely and consistent data: collect and publish timely and internationally consistent data on the 
state of the pandemic, including humanitarian and economic consequences 
 
5  Justice in access to tools to fight COVID-19: ensure universal access to the tools to fight COVID-19, 
including test kits, therapeutics, and prospective vaccines 
 
6  Emergency financing: secure access of developing countries to financing from international sources, 
especially from the International Monetary Fund and World Bank 
 
7  Protect vulnerable groups: direct urgent protection towards vulnerable groups, including older 
people, people in poverty and hunger, women who are vulnerable, children, people with chronic 
diseases and disabilities, the homeless, migrants, refugees, Indigenous Peoples, and ethnic and racial 
minorities 
 
8  Long-term financial reform: prepare for a deep restructuring of global finances, including debt relief, 
new forms of international financing, and reform of monetary arrangements 
 
9  Green and resilient recovery: economic recovery will be based on public-investment-led growth in 
green, digital, and inclusive technologies, based on the Sustainable Development Goals 
 
10  Global peace and cooperation: support UN institutions and the UN Charter, resisting any attempts 
at a new cold war 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Governance 
 
Financial Times 
8 October 2020 



   

  

Opinion    The FT View  
China blurs lines between private and state business  
Entrepreneurs are being pressed to support political objectives 
The editorial board 
 
This week’s revelation that a former Chinese government official worked in a key role at TikTok raises 
issues that reach far beyond the wildly popular short-video app itself. It helps to illuminate, more 
broadly, the changing status of private enterprises in China’s authoritarian state. This is of crucial 
importance: western businesses and governments have long treated private Chinese businesses more 
favourably than their state-owned cousins.  
 
The disclosure by the Financial Times that Cai Zheng — who had worked in the Chinese embassy in 
Tehran — had been responsible for deciding what content to allow on TikTok came after repeated 
denials by ByteDance, the app’s Beijing-based owner, that the Chinese government has any influence 
over TikTok’s operations. The news coincides with ByteDance’s efforts to forge a deal with Oracle and 
Walmart to avoid a US ban on TikTok. President Donald Trump has painted TikTok as a threat to 
national security since its user data on American people could end up in the hands of China’s 
government.  
 
Western partners have generally been more relaxed towards private-sector Chinese businesses than to 
their state counterparts. Partly that reflects the view that state-owned corporations may enjoy access 
to subsidies and funding that private competitors in the west cannot match. Private companies have 
also largely been seen as free agents driven, like their western counterparts, by the profit motive, not 
Chinese Communist party orders.  
 
As the TikTok case shows, this view is increasingly outdated. Recent CCP diktats along with legal 
provisions are making it much more difficult to tell private and state-owned enterprises apart. This has 
implications not only for western companies choosing Chinese partners but for trade pacts such as the 
EU-China bilateral investment treaty, under negotiation since 2013.  
 
In September, China released a document called “Opinion on Strengthening the United 
Front Work of the Private Economy in the New Era”. The unwieldy title identified it 
unmistakably as a communist party brainchild. It called for the realisation of the CCP’s 
leadership over the private sector, requiring companies to conduct themselves in 
accordance with its policy objectives and ideologies.  
 
It builds on two laws, the 2016 Cybersecurity Law and the 2017 National Intelligence Law, that require 
all enterprises to assist with national security and intelligence work, and to keep their assistance secret. 
Beijing is also insisting that all companies must assist when called upon to further 
“military-civil fusion”. Under this programme, the CCP is bent on acquiring from all potential 
sources — including private enterprises — the intellectual property and technology it needs to turn the 
People’s Liberation Army into a “world-class military” by 2049. The effort is led by China’s 
president Xi Jinping, who heads the Central Commission for Military-Civil Fusion 
Development.  
 
Beijing knows well that its private enterprises have played the leading role in its economic 
transformation. Many of its most successful companies, such as Alibaba and Tencent, remain privately 

https://www.ft.com/content/c70ff5bb-dff9-4ad1-9574-75e58c3c87c1


   

  

owned. Their dynamism stems in large part from the freedom to chase profits without being lumbered 
by a welter of Party directives.  
 
But it is no longer possible for China’s trade partners to assume private enterprises are 
free agents. As western suspicions grow over their true missions, Chinese private companies may find 
doors closing where once they would have been open. That amounts to an own-goal for China’s 
development — scored by the country’s own leadership. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Featured Media Content 
 
Financial Times 
11 October 2020 
Opinion   US presidential election 2020  
Donald Trump must not be how American democracy dies  
A man born with both a silver spoon and a forked tongue in his mouth has done untold damage to the 
presidency  
Madeleine Albright 
The writer is a former US secretary of state and author of ‘Hell and Other Destinations: a 21st Century 
Memoir’  
 
Upon arriving in New York as a refugee, aged 11, I soon became a proud and grateful American. Later, 
as a US diplomat, I often pointed to the country’s democratic institutions and venerable electoral 
process as models. Foreign friends endorsed this assessment. When people looked to the US, they 
generally liked what they saw.  
 
This month those happy memories feel far away. Due to the antics of a president born with both 
a silver spoon and a forked tongue in his mouth, American democracy has been visibly and 
audibly debased. Watching the recent debate between Donald Trump and his Democratic challenger, 
Joe Biden, I felt as if I were trapped inside an erupting volcano with a howling dog. A president who 
claimed to represent law and order refused to abide by the debate rules his own campaign had 
accepted. He declined, as well, to condemn the forces of racial bigotry, or to promise to abide by the 
results of the election. Based on his record, none of this was surprising.  
 
Shortly afterwards, Mr Trump and several people close to him tested positive for coronavirus. Again, 
this was not surprising given the administration’s cavalier attitude towards the pandemic. There 
followed a grossly inept effort by White House officials to portray their boss as someone who had 
“beaten” the virus, albeit with the help of an elite medical team and experimental drugs. Mr Trump’s 
message — that no one should fear the virus — is rebutted by the bones and ashes of 1m dead.  
 
Americans are now choosing a leader for the next four years. There is no grander democratic 
spectacle, yet this year there is also the potential for catastrophic disruption. Reasons include the 
challenge of voting safely in a pandemic, the logistical burden of handling a huge number of absentee 
ballots, the probability that foreign and domestic agents will seek to sway the process by spreading 
lies, and the president’s own outrageous efforts to undermine public faith in democratic institutions.  
 

https://www.ft.com/content/c14de8ca-02d3-46d6-97ab-7b226442dd5d


   

  

By alleging that the election will be rigged against him, Mr Trump is intentionally sowing 
the seeds of chaos, including the possibility of violent confrontations on election day and a 
flood of litigation in its wake. Should the outcome be close, the verdict may not be known for 
weeks and will likely be rejected as fraudulent by one side or the other. No election is conducted 
flawlessly, and disputes over ballots are common but this time Mr Trump will try to inflate any minor 
discrepancy into a major conspiracy. There are some on the extreme left capable of thinking in the 
same way. Ultimately, the controversy may be settled by the Supreme Court, which for Biden 
supporters is a decidedly unsettling proposition.  
 
It is possible, of course, that the tally will be one-sided enough to make partisan complaints irrelevant. 
I hope so. But we should prepare for the worst and three facts are worth remembering.  
 
First, procedures for voting have been developed over many years and benefit from the guidance of 
non-partisan experts: widespread fraud is both extremely unlikely and relatively easy to detect. 
Second, a few glitches are inevitable but also remediable and should not discredit the whole process. 
Third, regardless of how honest and efficient the vote count is, allegations of cheating are sure to 
surface on social media and in partisan elements of the press. With or without real fires, there will be 
plenty of smoke. It will be up to responsible leaders in both parties and professionals in law, academia 
and journalism, to help citizens separate facts from exaggerations and lies. The more prepared we are 
for efforts to confuse, the better we can counter them.  
 
I am often asked how long it will take to repair the damage done by the current 
administration to the US’s global standing. Certainly, the country cannot undo the 
experience of being represented by Mr Trump. Just as a herd of elephants leaves behind 
traces of its passage, so will the Trump team.  
 
Mr Biden, if elected, will inherit a country diminished by his predecessor’s search for “greatness” in all 
the wrong places. The new president’s task will be daunting: to reassure allies; reassert leadership on 
climate change and world health; forge effective coalitions to check the ambitions of China, Russia and 
Iran; and re-establish the US’s identity as a champion of democracy.  
 
Are Mr Biden and his team up to the job? With help from those who still wish the US well, 
the answer is surely yes. Will they have the chance? That depends on how US citizens have come to 
view the purpose and character of their nation. Does their vision bear any resemblance to the 
confident, outward-looking country that welcomed my family to its shores in 1948? Or has time so 
narrowed the popular perspective and muddied our capacity to discern truth from lies that 
the US I fell in love with has faded into history? For better or worse, we will soon know the 
answer. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
COVID-19 Impacts 
 
COVID-19 inducing ‘widespread despair’ among refugees, UNHCR appeals for urgent 
support for mental health 
10 Oct 2020  

https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/10/5f80502c4/covid-19-inducing-widespread-despair-among-refugees-unhcr-appeals-urgent.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/10/5f80502c4/covid-19-inducing-widespread-despair-among-refugees-unhcr-appeals-urgent.html


   

  

The consequences of the prolonged COVID-19 pandemic, deteriorating socio-economic conditions, 
protracted displacement and the critical shortfall in solutions to displacement are leading to widespread 
despair among refugees, warns UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency today. 
 
Joining the World Health Organization in observing World Mental Health Day today, UNHCR is urging 
the international community to prioritize and boost essential mental health programs for refugees and 
those internally displaced. 
 
“The need to support mental health assistance for displaced populations was critical before the 
pandemic but now we are dealing with an emergency and a picture of widespread despair,” said UN 
High Commissioner for Refugees, Filippo Grandi. 
 
“Many refugees tell us they see their futures crumbling. The issues that drove them from 
their countries remain unresolved and they can’t return home. Many who have survived in 
exile by eking out a living in the informal economy have lost their jobs. They are also 
anxious about their health and that of their families, not knowing when the pandemic will 
end and how they can really protect themselves. They see a lack of solutions and lack hope 
in the future.” 
 
Alarmingly, some field reports have pointed to a rise in suicide attempts since the onset of the 
pandemic, including among those living in protracted situations of displacement. The number of suicide 
attempts among refugees in Uganda increased significantly with 210 attempts reported this year 
compared to 129 last year. In Lebanon, calls to the UNHCR National Call Center from refugees thinking 
about suicide or self-harm also increased in the past few months. 
 
“There is growing desperation in the calls to helplines from refugees who are afraid or who tell us they 
don’t see a way out,” said Grandi. 
 
The consequences of the pandemic are also affecting the availability of assistance with the  
overwhelming majority of the world’s refugees, 85 per cent, hosted in developing regions. 
 
“We need urgent investments to be made in mental health and psychosocial support programs for 
those displaced and their local, host communities. If we don’t address their wellbeing now in a holistic 
way, the effects may be irreversible and last for generations. Within the wider package of assistance, 
attention to mental health is essential to support the development of resilient, mentally healthy 
societies.”… 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
EMERGENCIES 
 
Coronavirus [COVID-19] 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
 
Weekly Epidemiological and Operational updates  
last update: 8 October 2020, 20:00 GMT-4 
Confirmed cases ::    36 754 395 [week ago: 34 495 176] 



   

  

Confirmed deaths ::    1 064 838 [week ago   1 025 729] 
Countries, areas or territories with cases :: 235 
 
Weekly Epidemiological Update 
Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19)  
5 October 2020 
Global epidemiological situation  
The number of new cases per week has remained stable at 2 million for the past three weeks (Figure 
1), with the cumulative total of over 34.8 million cases. Over 1 million deaths have now been reported 
globally, of which the majority were reported in the Region of the Americas (55%), followed by Europe 
(23%). In the past week, the regions of the Americas, South-East Asia, and Europe account for 91% of 
new cases. Five countries (namely India, the United States of America, Brazil, Argentina and France) 
reported 60% of new global cases this past week, while Israel registered the highest incidence (3717 
new cases per 1 million population). Globally, the highest percentage of cases have been reported in 
the 25-39 age group, with approximately 50% of cases in the 25-64 age group. However, the 
percentage of deaths increases with age, and approximately 75% of deaths are in those aged 65 years 
and above. 
 
Although globally the number of new cases was similar to the number of cases in the previous week, 
there is considerable variation on a country- by-country basis. In several countries, the number of new 
cases is rising again, and in many (most notably within the European Region) the second wave is 
exceeding previous peaks; this can be partly attributed to enhancements in surveillance capacities over 
time. In other countries we have seen a gradual decline in new cases from earlier peaks in August, for 
example in Brazil, Colombia and Peru. In India and the Philippines, the number of new cases appear to 
have stabilized, but they are still reporting high numbers. There are also examples of countries that 
have consistently shown an increasing incidence as their first wave continues; these include Indonesia, 
Iraq, and Myanmar, although Indonesia is reporting a slight drop this week. South Africa and Australia 
are examples of countries that have successfully managed to reduce the number of new cases and 
have seen large reductions from earlier peaks. 
 
Key weekly updates  
:: Diagnostics: WHO issued the first and second Emergency Use Listing for a quality antigen based 
rapid diagnostic test. WHO published guidance highlights the value of these tests in areas where 
community transmission is widespread and where nucleic acid amplification-based diagnostic testing is 
either unavailable or where test results are significantly delayed. On 28 September, the Access to 
COVID-19 Tools (ACT) Accelerator announced 120 million high-quality, affordable COVID-19 antigen 
rapid tests to be made available to low- and middle-income countries.  
 
:: Diagnostics: WHO published the final version of Target Product Profiles (TPP) for priority 
diagnostics. These TPPs describe the desirable and minimal acceptable profiles for four tests: (i) point 
of care tests for suspected cases and their close contacts where reference assay testing is unavailable, 
or turnaround times obviate clinical utility; (ii) tests for diagnosis or confirmation of acute or subacute 
infection, suitable for low or high-volume needs; (iii) point of care test for prior infection; and (iv) tests 
for prior infection for moderate to high volume needs.  
 
:: COVAX: The Director-General Dr Tedros, in his regular media briefing on 2 October, highlighted 168 
have joined COVAX. Through the ACT Accelerator and COVAX Facility, any vaccines that are proven to 
be safe and effective will be rolled out equitably across the world.  

https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/situation-reports/20201005-weekly-epi-update-8.pdf


   

  

 
:: International Day of Older Persons: On 1 October, the International Day of Older Persons, WHO 
launched a package of tools, including a digital application to help health and social workers provide 
better care for older people . A data portal was also launched that will compile data on global indicators 
for monitoring the health and well-being of people aged 60 and over. Globally, older persons and those 
receiving long term care, accounts for a majority of COVID-19 severe cases and deaths.  
 
:: Mental Health: Billions of people around the world have been affected by the COVID-19 pandemic, 
which is having an added impact on people’s mental health. On 10 October, World Mental Health Day, 
WHO is organizing a Big Event for Mental Health. The advocacy event will focus on the urgent need to 
address the world’s chronic under-investment in mental health – a problem that has been thrown into 
the spotlight during the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
:: Preparedness: During the United Nations General Assembly, a high-level event on ‘Sustainable 
preparedness for health security and resilience: Adopting a whole-of-society approach and breaking the 
“panic-then-forget” cycle’ was organized and co-hosted by Finland, France and Indonesia, along with 
the WHO. As the world crossed a grim milestone with over a million lives lost to COVID-19, with many 
more expected to have died from unprecedented disruptions to health systems. The event highlighted 
the need for sustainable health emergency preparedness as COVID-19 will not be the world’s last 
health emergency.  
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Emergencies 
 
POLIO   
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
 
Polio this week as of 07 October 2020 
:: From 30 August to 3 September, Somalia conducted an integrated measles and polio campaign in 
the Banadir region – the first immunization campaign held since the COVID-19 pandemic reached 
Somalia. Take a look at our latest photo story detailing the campaign. 
 
:: In preparation for Sudan’s National Polio Campaign, 10 million doses of polio vaccines arrived on 
Thursday October 1st at Khartoum international Airport. Planned for October, the campaign will 
immunize 8.6 million children under the age of five. 
 
:: On 19 September 2019, a polio outbreak was declared in the Philippines after a 3-year-old child and 
several environmental samples tested positive for polioviruses. Fifteen other children have been 
paralyzed by polio since the outbreak started. To protect children from lifelong paralysis due to polio, 
vaccination rounds have been conducted in parts of the country. Meet the #HeroesEndingPolio who 
have been working to combat polio in the Philippines. 
 
Summary of new WPV and cVDPV viruses this week (AFP cases and environmental samples):  
:: Afghanistan: Four WPV1 cases, eight cVDPV2 cases and two cVDPV2 positive environmental 
samples 
:: Pakistan: 14 WPV1 positive environmental samples and 10 cVDPV2 positive environmental samples 

http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
http://polioeradication.org/news-post/somalia-conducts-successful-first-immunization-campaign-amid-covid-19/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zy0mhL8Ah-0&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zy0mhL8Ah-0&feature=youtu.be
https://www.who.int/philippines/emergencies/heroes-ending-polio


   

  

:: Burkina Faso: six cVDPV2 cases 
:: Chad: three cVDPV2 cases 
:: Democratic Republic of the Congo (DR Congo): one cVDPV2 positive environmental sample 
:: Egypt: one cVDPV2 positive environmental sample 
:: Somalia: three cVDPV2 positive environmental samples 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
Democratic Republic of the Congo - No new digest announcements identified 
Mozambique floods  - No new digest announcements identified 
Nigeria - No new digest announcements identified   
Somalia - No new digest announcements identified 
South Sudan   - No new digest announcements identified 
Syrian Arab Republic  - No new digest announcements identified 
Yemen - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
Afghanistan - No new digest announcements identified 
Angola   - No new digest announcements identified 
Burkina Faso [in French] - No new digest announcements identified 
Burundi  - No new digest announcements identified 
Cameroon  - No new digest announcements identified 
Central African Republic - No new digest announcements identified 
Ethiopia - No new digest announcements identified 
Iran floods 2019  - No new digest announcements identified 
Iraq - No new digest announcements identified 
Libya - No new digest announcements identified 
Malawi Floods - No new digest announcements identified 
Measles in Europe - No new digest announcements identified 
MERS-CoV  - No new digest announcements identified 
Mozambique  - No new digest announcements identified 
Myanmar  - No new digest announcements identified 
Niger - No new digest announcements identified 
occupied Palestinian territory  - No new digest announcements identified 
HIV in Pakistan  - No new digest announcements identified 
Sao Tome and Principe Necrotizing Cellulitis (2017)  - No new digest announcements identified 
Sudan  - No new digest announcements identified 
Ukraine - No new digest announcements identified 
Zimbabwe - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 1 Emergencies  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
Chad  - No new digest announcements identified 

http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cod/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/mozambique
http://www.who.int/emergencies/nigeria/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/somalia/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ssd/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/syr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/yem/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/afg/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/angola
https://www.afro.who.int/fr/countries/burkina-faso
https://www.afro.who.int/countries/burundi
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cmr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/caf/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/eth/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/irn/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/countries/irq/index.html
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/lby/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/malawi
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/communicable-diseases/measles-and-rubella
http://www.who.int/emergencies/mers-cov/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/mozambique
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mmr/en/
http://afro.who.int/fr/countries/niger
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/opt/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/pandemic-epidemic-diseases/news/who-and-partners-mobilize-hiv-drugs-for-infected-children-in-pakistan.html
http://afro.who.int/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/sdn/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ukr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/zwe/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tcd/en/


   

  

Djibouti – Page not responding at inquiry 
Kenya   - No new digest announcements identified 
Mali  - No new digest announcements identified 
Namibia - viral hepatitis  - No new digest announcements identified 
Tanzania  - No new digest announcements identified 
  
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – L3 Emergencies 
The UN and its humanitarian partners are currently responding to three 'L3' emergencies. This is the 
global humanitarian system's classification for the response to the most severe, large-scale 
humanitarian crises.  
Syrian Arab Republic   
:: Syrian Arab Republic: COVID-19 Response Update No. 11 - 7 October 2020 
 
Yemen  
:: 07 October 2020  Yemen Humanitarian Update Issue 9 (September 2020) 
 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Corporate Emergencies 
When the USG/ERC declares a Corporate Emergency Response, all OCHA offices, branches and 
sections provide their full support to response activities both at HQ and in the field. 
COVID-19    
:: Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) Situation Report 47: occupied Palestinian territory, issued 8 
October 2020, information for period: 5 March - 8 October 2020 
 
East Africa Locust Infestation   
- No new digest announcements identified 
 

 
*                      *                       *                        * 

 
 

:: Agency/Government/IGO Watch 
We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for key 
media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on regional or global 
level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific coverage is limited. Please 
suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
 
 
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly  
[to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://www.un.org/press/en 
Selected Meetings/Press Releases/Announcements 
9 October 2020  
SG/SM/20323 

http://www.emro.who.int/fr/countries/dji/
http://www.afro.who.int/countries/kenya
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mli/en/
http://afro.who.int/news/baseline-assessment-national-viral-hepatitis-response-namibia
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tza/en/
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/syria
https://reliefweb.int/node/3676742
https://www.unocha.org/yemen
https://reliefweb.int/node/3676721
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/covid19
https://reliefweb.int/node/3677236
https://reliefweb.int/node/3677236
https://www.unocha.org/east-africa-locust-infestation
https://www.un.org/press/en


   

  

Highlighting COVID-19 Impact on Africa, Secretary-General Urges Development Partners 
at High-Level Event to Increase Resources Needed for Recovery 
 
8 October 2020  
SG/SM/20321 
Secretary-General Launches Call for Action to Advance Women’s Peacekeeping Role by 
Embracing Gender Data Revolution, Adopting Feminist Approach 
 
7 October 2020  
SG/SM/20318 
Launching Policy Brief, Secretary-General Urges States to Support Universal Health 
Coverage, as COVID-19 Deaths Top 1 Million, Laying Bare Service Gaps 
 
 
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true  
Top News 
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict: Bachelet urges protection for civilians amid escalation in 
hostilities  
 
Italy: UN expert condemns ‘criminalization’ of those saving lives in the Mediterranean 
 
Citing COVID risk, Bachelet calls on Iran to release jailed human rights defenders 
 
Hate speech ahead of Guinea elections must be curbed and condemned – Bachelet and 
Patten 
 
UN experts welcome return to Canada of five-year-old orphaned in Syria  
 
 
United Nations Human Rights Council  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL 
Council News 
Human Rights Council concludes regular forty-fifth session after adopting 35 resolutions, 
one Presidential Statement and one decision  
07/10/2020 
 
 
Committee on the Rights of the Child [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the sale and sexual exploitation of children   [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx  
Latest News 
UN experts welcome return to Canada of five-year-old orphaned in Syria  

https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm20323.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm20323.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm20321.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm20321.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm20318.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm20318.doc.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26365&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26365&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26361&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26345&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26358&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26358&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26356&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=26360&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=26360&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26356&LangID=E


   

  

7 October 2020 
 
 
SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed 
Conflict [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict 
[to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/ 
Latest News 
7 October, 2020 
Hate speech ahead of Guinea elections must be curbed and condemned – Bachelet and 
Patten 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights   [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx 
Latest News 
UN human rights forum to focus on poverty and inequalities 
6 October 2020 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable 
standard of physical and mental health  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx 
Latest News 
International Day of the Girl Child, 11 October 2020 - Keeping the promises made to girls 
in Beijing in 1995  
9 October 2020 
 
 
Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx 
Latest News 
International Day of the Girl Child, 11 October 2020 - Keeping the promises made to girls 
in Beijing in 1995  
09 October 2020 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples   [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx 
Latest news 
No new digest content identified. 
 

https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/
https://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/press-release/hate-speech-ahead-of-guinea-elections-must-be-curbed-and-condemned-bachelet-and-patten/
https://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/press-release/hate-speech-ahead-of-guinea-elections-must-be-curbed-and-condemned-bachelet-and-patten/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26352&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26366&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26366&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=26366&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=26366&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx


   

  

 
Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx 
Latest News 
Italy: UN expert condemns ‘criminalization’ of those saving lives in the Mediterranean 
8 October 2020 

UN experts welcome return to Canada of five-year-old orphaned in Syria  
7 October 2020 
 
 
UN OCHA [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://www.unocha.org/  
Selected Press Releases     
07 October 2020 
The Syria Humanitarian Fund releases a record $40 million to support 1.3 million 
vulnerable people in Syria [EN/AR] 
 
07 October 2020 
Humanitarian Coordinator in South Sudan condemns the attack on a WFP boat-convoy in 
Lakes and calls for an immediate end to repeated acts of violence 
 
 
Centre for Humanitarian Data/HDX  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://centre.humdata.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNICEF  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases 
Statement 
10/09/2020  
Statement by UNICEF Executive Director Henrietta Fore on awarding of Nobel Peace Prize 
to WFP  
 
Press release 
10/07/2020  
One stillbirth occurs every 16 seconds, according to first ever joint UN estimates  
COVID-19-related health service disruptions could worsen the situation, potentially adding nearly 
200,000 more stillbirths over a 12-month period  
 
Statement 
10/06/2020  
UNICEF Statement on the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict  
 
Press release 
10/06/2020  
Unrelenting violence continues to impact children in Ituri, eastern DRC  

https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26361&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26356&LangID=E
https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases
https://reliefweb.int/node/3676734
https://reliefweb.int/node/3676734
https://reliefweb.int/node/3676723
https://reliefweb.int/node/3676723
https://centre.humdata.org/
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/statement-unicef-executive-director-henrietta-fore-awarding-nobel-peace-prize-wfp
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/statement-unicef-executive-director-henrietta-fore-awarding-nobel-peace-prize-wfp
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/one-stillbirth-occurs-every-16-seconds-according-first-ever-joint-un-estimates
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-statement-nagorno-karabakh-conflict
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unrelenting-violence-continues-impact-children-ituri-eastern-drc


   

  

 
Statement 
10/05/2020  
Teachers: Leading in crisis, reimagining the future  
Joint statement from David Edwards, General Secretary, Education International, Guy Ryder, Director-
General, International Labour Organization, Audrey Azoulay, Director-General of UNESCO and Henrietta 
Fore, Executive Director, UNICEF  
 
Press release 
10/05/2020  
Education Cannot Wait, the Global Partnership for Education, UNESCO & UNICEF call for 
the resumption of salary payments for teachers for the coming school year in Yemen  
 
Statement 
10/05/2020  
Statement by Henrietta Fore, UNICEF Executive Director, to UNHCR Executive Committee  
[As delivered]  
 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html 
Selected Announcements  
COVID-19 inducing ‘widespread despair’ among refugees, UNHCR appeals for urgent 
support for mental health 
10 Oct 2020  
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
A month after Moria fires, UNHCR warns of worsening conditions ahead of winter 
9 Oct 2020  
 
Thousands flee armed group attacks in eastern DR Congo 
9 Oct 2020  
 
UNHCR encouraged by progress towards solutions for forcibly displaced people from 
Sudan and South Sudan.  
8 Oct 2020  
 
UNHCR’s Gillian Triggs warns COVID-19 severely testing refugee protection  
7 Oct 2020  
 
UNHCR condemns killing of 25 internally displaced people in Burkina Faso 
7 Oct 2020  
  
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
Selected Announcements 

https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/teachers-leading-crisis-reimagining-future
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/education-cannot-wait-global-partnership-education-unesco-unicef-call-resumption
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/education-cannot-wait-global-partnership-education-unesco-unicef-call-resumption
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/statement-henrietta-fore-unicef-executive-director-unhcr-executive-committee
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/statement-henrietta-fore-unicef-executive-director-unhcr-executive-committee
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/statement-henrietta-fore-unicef-executive-director-unhcr-executive-committee
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/10/5f80502c4/covid-19-inducing-widespread-despair-among-refugees-unhcr-appeals-urgent.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/10/5f80502c4/covid-19-inducing-widespread-despair-among-refugees-unhcr-appeals-urgent.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/10/5f80502c4/covid-19-inducing-widespread-despair-among-refugees-unhcr-appeals-urgent.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/10/5f80502c4/covid-19-inducing-widespread-despair-among-refugees-unhcr-appeals-urgent.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/10/5f80111c4/month-moria-fires-unhcr-warns-worsening-conditions-ahead-winter.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/10/5f80111c4/month-moria-fires-unhcr-warns-worsening-conditions-ahead-winter.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/10/5f80111c4/month-moria-fires-unhcr-warns-worsening-conditions-ahead-winter.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/10/5f8017254/thousands-flee-armed-group-attacks-eastern-dr-congo.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/10/5f8017254/thousands-flee-armed-group-attacks-eastern-dr-congo.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/10/5f8017254/thousands-flee-armed-group-attacks-eastern-dr-congo.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/10/5f8017254/thousands-flee-armed-group-attacks-eastern-dr-congo.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/10/5f7f19cd4/unhcr-encouraged-progress-towards-solutions-forcibly-displaced-people-sudan.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/10/5f7f19cd4/unhcr-encouraged-progress-towards-solutions-forcibly-displaced-people-sudan.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/10/5f7f19cd4/unhcr-encouraged-progress-towards-solutions-forcibly-displaced-people-sudan.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/10/5f7f19cd4/unhcr-encouraged-progress-towards-solutions-forcibly-displaced-people-sudan.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/10/5f7f19cd4/unhcr-encouraged-progress-towards-solutions-forcibly-displaced-people-sudan.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/10/5f7de2724/unhcrs-gillian-triggs-warns-covid-19-severely-testing-refugee-protection.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/10/5f7de2724/unhcrs-gillian-triggs-warns-covid-19-severely-testing-refugee-protection.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/10/5f7de2724/unhcrs-gillian-triggs-warns-covid-19-severely-testing-refugee-protection.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/10/5f7de2724/unhcrs-gillian-triggs-warns-covid-19-severely-testing-refugee-protection.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/10/5f7d72a04/unhcr-condemns-killing-25-internally-displaced-people-burkina-faso.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/10/5f7d72a04/unhcr-condemns-killing-25-internally-displaced-people-burkina-faso.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/10/5f7d72a04/unhcr-condemns-killing-25-internally-displaced-people-burkina-faso.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/10/5f7d72a04/unhcr-condemns-killing-25-internally-displaced-people-burkina-faso.html
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases


   

  

PAHO and IOM Sign Agreement to Improve the Health of 70 Million Migrants in the 
Americas 
2020-10-09 15:54 
   Washington – More than 70 million migrants living across international borders in the Region of the 
Americas are set to benefit from a joint agreement signed today by Carissa F. Etienne, Director of the 
Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) and António Vitorino, Director... 
 
Immediate Action Required to Address Needs, Vulnerabilities of 2.75m Stranded Migrants 
2020-10-09 14:44 
   Geneva - Effective international cooperation is urgently needed to address the circumstances of 
millions of migrants stranded worldwide due to mobility restrictions imposed to contain the spread of 
COVID-19, the International Organization for Migration said today.  
 
Potential for Mass Displacement as Conflict Intensifies in Nagorno-Karabakh 
2020-10-09 12:59 
Vienna – Fierce fighting in and around Nagorno-Karabakh is likely to result in significant displacement, 
the International Organization for Migration has warned. 
  
International Migration Within Africa Nearly Doubled Between 2008 and 2017: Report 
2020-10-06 12:59 
Addis Ababa – The movement of people between countries within Africa is the defining feature of 
migration on the continent a new, 10-year study of migration has concluded.  
 
 
UNAIDS [to 10 Oct 2020]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
Selected Press Releases/Reports/Statements 
7 October 2020 
Lessons from the Ashodaya PrEP project in India  
 
6 October 2020 
Faith communities discuss the way forward in the HIV response  
 
5 October 2020 
Tanzanian community-based organizations support women who use drugs  
 
5 October 2020 
Women living with HIV are more likely to access HIV testing and treatment  
 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 10 Oct 2020]  
11 October 2020  
International Day of the Girl Child 
 
8 October 2020   Joint News Release 
One stillbirth occurs every 16 seconds, according to first ever joint UN estimates 
 
7 October 2020   Joint News Release 

https://www.iom.int/news/paho-and-iom-sign-agreement-improve-health-70-million-migrants-americas
https://www.iom.int/news/paho-and-iom-sign-agreement-improve-health-70-million-migrants-americas
https://www.iom.int/news/immediate-action-required-address-needs-vulnerabilities-275m-stranded-migrants
https://www.iom.int/news/potential-mass-displacement-conflict-intensifies-nagorno-karabakh
https://www.iom.int/news/international-migration-within-africa-nearly-doubled-between-2008-and-2017-report
http://www.unaids.org/en
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/october/20201007_prep-india
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/october/20201006_faith-communities-hiv-response
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/october/20201005_tanzania-women-who-use-drugs
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/october/20201005_women-hiv-testing-treatment
https://www.who.int/news-room/events/detail/2020/10/11/default-calendar/international-day-of-the-girl-child
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/08-10-2020-one-stillbirth-occurs-every-16-seconds-according-to-first-ever-joint-un-estimates


   

  

Global challenge for movement on mental health kicks off as lack of investment in mental 
health leaves millions without access to services 
 
5 October 2020   News release 
COVID-19 disrupting mental health services in most countries, WHO survey 
 
:::::: 
 
Weekly Epidemiological Record, 9 October 2020, vol. 95, 41 (pp. 489–496)  
Progress towards poliomyelitis eradication – Afghanistan, January 2019–July 202 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO      
:: Coping with mental health impact of COVID-19   08 October 2020  
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
No new digest content identified 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
:: 8 October 2020   News release 
Collectively strengthen pandemic response; plan for COVID-19 vaccination: WHO  
 
WHO European Region EURO  
:: When silence is not a virtue: how traditional masculinities keep men from seeking mental health 
advice 09-10-2020  
:: Estonia and WHO to work together on digital health and innovation 07-10-2020  
:: Developing new partnerships for health at European Health Forum Gastein 07-10-2020  
:: How to counter pandemic fatigue and refresh public commitment to COVID-19 prevention measures 
07-10-2020  
:: New centre of excellence on humanitarian and health emergencies inaugurated in Istanbul 05-10-
2020  
  
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
No new digest content identified 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
:: 9 October 2020 | News release 
Region’s health ministers endorse action to promote access to vaccines, safe surgery and 
healthy ageing 
   Health ministers across the World Health Organization (WHO) Western Pacific Region endorsed 
action plans to improve access to life-saving vaccines and safe and affordable surgery and to promote 
healthy ageing. 
:: 6 October 2020 | Statement 
Virtual press conference on the 71st session of the WHO Regional Committee in the 
Western Pacific 

https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/08-10-2020-one-stillbirth-occurs-every-16-seconds-according-to-first-ever-joint-un-estimates
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/08-10-2020-one-stillbirth-occurs-every-16-seconds-according-to-first-ever-joint-un-estimates
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/05-10-2020-covid-19-disrupting-mental-health-services-in-most-countries-who-survey
https://www.who.int/wer/2020/wer9541/en/
http://www.afro.who.int/
https://www.afro.who.int/news/coping-mental-health-impact-covid-19
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=466:2008-media-center-press-releases&Itemid=40108&lang=en
http://www.searo.who.int/
https://www.who.int/southeastasia/news/detail/08-10-2020-collectively-strengthen-pandemic-response-plan-for-covid-19-vaccination-who
http://www.euro.who.int/
https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/noncommunicable-diseases/mental-health/news/news/2020/10/when-silence-is-not-a-virtue-how-traditional-masculinities-keep-men-from-seeking-mental-health-advice2
https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/noncommunicable-diseases/mental-health/news/news/2020/10/when-silence-is-not-a-virtue-how-traditional-masculinities-keep-men-from-seeking-mental-health-advice2
https://www.euro.who.int/en/countries/estonia/news/news/2020/10/estonia-and-who-to-work-together-on-digital-health-and-innovation2
https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/Health-systems/health-technologies-and-medicines/news/news/2020/10/developing-new-partnerships-for-health-at-european-health-forum-gastein2
https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-determinants/behavioural-and-cultural-insights-for-health/news2/news/2020/10/how-to-counter-pandemic-fatigue-and-refresh-public-commitment-to-covid-19-prevention-measures2
https://www.euro.who.int/en/countries/turkey/news/news/2020/10/new-centre-of-excellence-on-humanitarian-and-health-emergencies-inaugurated-in-istanbul2
http://www.emro.who.int/
http://www.wpro.who.int/
https://www.who.int/westernpacific/news/detail/09-10-2020-region-s-health-ministers-endorse-action-to-promote-access-to-vaccines-safe-surgery-and-healthy-ageing
https://www.who.int/westernpacific/news/detail/09-10-2020-region-s-health-ministers-endorse-action-to-promote-access-to-vaccines-safe-surgery-and-healthy-ageing
https://www.who.int/westernpacific/news/speeches/detail/remarks-by-dr-takeshi-kasai-who-regional-director-for-the-western-pacific-at-the-regional-committee-virtual-press-conference
https://www.who.int/westernpacific/news/speeches/detail/remarks-by-dr-takeshi-kasai-who-regional-director-for-the-western-pacific-at-the-regional-committee-virtual-press-conference


   

  

 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2020/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release 
9 October 2020  
Press Release 
UNHCR Special Envoy Angelina Jolie leads UN, U.S. Congressional leadership calling for 
prevention and prosecution of gender-based violence amid the COVID-19 pandemic 
 
 
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
Latest from News Centre 
Press statement by UN Development Programme Administrator Achim Steiner on the 
World Food Programme’s Nobel Peace Prize 
Posted on October 9, 2020 
 
UNDP issues new guidance for private equity funds to look beyond bottom line  
A new set of Standards released by the UNDP lays out how private equity funds can contribute to the 
Sustainable Development Goals - the world’s blueprint to achieve a better and more sustainable…  
Posted on October 6, 2020 
 
 
UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
Publications  
08 Oct  
GLOWING GLOWING GONE - Message from Ambassador Peter Thomson, UN Secretary-
General’s Special Envoy for the Ocean 
My hometown in the South Pacific is surrounded on three sides by a coral barrier reef. 
 
 
UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://www.unenvironment.org/ 
Press Releases/Speeches 
08 Oct 2020   Press release  

https://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2020/
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release
https://www.unfpa.org/press/unhcr-special-envoy-angelina-jolie-leads-un-us-congressional-leadership-calling-prevention-and
https://www.unfpa.org/press/unhcr-special-envoy-angelina-jolie-leads-un-us-congressional-leadership-calling-prevention-and
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/speeches/2020/UNDP_Administrator_Statement_on_WFP_Nobel_Peace_Prize.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/speeches/2020/UNDP_Administrator_Statement_on_WFP_Nobel_Peace_Prize.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/news/2020/UNDP_issues_new_guidance_for_private_equity_funds_to_look_beyond_bottom_line.html
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/
https://sdgs.un.org/news/glowing-glowing-gone-message-ambassador-peter-thomson-un-secretary-generals-special-envoy
https://sdgs.un.org/news/glowing-glowing-gone-message-ambassador-peter-thomson-un-secretary-generals-special-envoy
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/
https://www.unenvironment.org/


   

  

UNEP and the Parliament of the World’s Religions launch new book to catalyze climate 
action 
   Nairobi/Chicago, 8 October, 2020 – The UN Environment Programme (UNEP) and the Parliament of 
the World’s Religions today released a new book, "Faith for Earth — A Call for Action", which gives 
readers a wide-… 
 
 
UNDRR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://www.undrr.org/ 
Updates 
9 October 2020  
"Bad situations only get worse without good disaster risk governance" says UN Secretary-
General, António Guterres  
Un Secretary-General's Message for International Day for Disaster Risk Reduction 
 
Updates 
8 October 2020  
UNDRR, UNOSSC, and PAHO/WHO support capacity development for resilient cities and 
risk-informed communities  
   Since September, more than 2500 participants from close to 150 countries and territories, with 
almost equal gender participation, have joined a certified online training workshop focusing on making 
cities resilient, jointly organized by the United Nations 
 
 
UN DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/  
News 
Countries step up innovation efforts, using over 500 digital apps to fight COVID-19 
6 October 2020, New York  
   From chatbots in Singapore to drones in Oman; from robotic medical assistants in Indonesia to 
virtual doctors in Brazil; while the COVID-19 pandemic is wreaking havoc across the world, 
governments have been working hard to implement digital solutions to minimize the adverse impact of 
the virus and to ensure business continuity. 
   “Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, digital technologies have enabled governments to connect 
with people and to continue to deliver services online,” said UN DESA’s Under-Secretary-General Liu 
Zhenmin. “In many countries digital government has stepped up its central role as a necessary element 
of communication, leadership and collaboration between policy makers and society,” he said. 
   In a quick call for inputs by UN DESA, government officials from around the world, shared more than     
500 COVID-19 related digital applications that they have been using during the pandemic. These can 
now be found in the “Compendium of Digital Government Initiatives in response to the COVID-19 
Pandemic,” launched on 6 October 2020 by UN DESA… 
 
 
UNESCO  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://en.unesco.org/news 
Selected Latest News  
UNESCO to hold a policy dialogue on preserving documentary heritage at risk 
29/09/2020 

https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/press-release/unep-and-parliament-worlds-religions-launch-new-book-catalyze-0
https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/press-release/unep-and-parliament-worlds-religions-launch-new-book-catalyze-0
https://www.undrr.org/
https://www.undrr.org/news/bad-situations-only-get-worse-without-good-disaster-risk-governance-says-un-secretary-general
https://www.undrr.org/news/bad-situations-only-get-worse-without-good-disaster-risk-governance-says-un-secretary-general
https://www.undrr.org/news/undrr-unossc-and-paho/who-support-capacity-development-resilient-cities-and-risk-informed
https://www.undrr.org/news/undrr-unossc-and-paho/who-support-capacity-development-resilient-cities-and-risk-informed
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/administration/countries-step-up-innovation-efforts-using-over-500-digital-apps-to-fight-covid-19.html
https://bit.ly/EGOV_COVID19_COMP
https://bit.ly/EGOV_COVID19_COMP
http://en.unesco.org/news
https://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-hold-policy-dialogue-preserving-documentary-heritage-risk


   

  

   UNESCO aims to build an international policy agenda for digital preservation of documentary heritage 
through a policy dialogue on 27 October 2020. 
   The ongoing COVID-19 pandemic has exposed the urgent need for universal access to documentary 
heritage as a knowledge resource, particularly as memory institutions seek to reopen their doors to the 
public on a more sustainable basis. Alongside this need is the near lack of enabling policies for 
preserving and giving access to documentary heritage items. This is further exacerbated by the 
dwindling of funds available to archives, libraries and museums, thereby increasing the risk of 
permanent loss of heritage. 
   Against this background, UNESCO is organizing an online policy dialogue among memory institutions 
and other stakeholders aimed at identifying policy gaps in the digital preservation of documentary 
heritage at risk. In so doing, the Organization is seeking to build an international policy agenda for 
digital preservation that will unpack the cultural, economic, technological and legal aspects around it. 
The policy dialogue will take place on 27 October 2020 via ZOOM and will be split across two sessions 
at 8am CET and 5pm CET to accommodate an international audience across different time zones. The 
first session will address questions about cultural identity and sustainability, while the second will focus 
on technology and legal frameworks. Participants can use the same registration link for both sessions. 
The entire event will be livestreamed on UNESCO’s YouTube channel, and available for viewing at any 
time… 
 
 
International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS)  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://www.icomos.org/en/ 
Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://unhabitat.org/ 
News and Stories 
UNHCR and UN-Habitat co-moderate “refugees and asylum-seekers in urban areas” 
session 
Thursday 8 October, 2020  
 
 
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Food Programme  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://www.wfp.org/news 
News releases 

https://www.youtube.com/unesco
https://www.icomos.org/en/
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp
http://unhabitat.org/
https://unhabitat.org/unhcr-and-un-habitat-co-moderate-%E2%80%9Crefugees-and-asylum-seekers-in-urban-areas%E2%80%9D-session
https://unhabitat.org/unhcr-and-un-habitat-co-moderate-%E2%80%9Crefugees-and-asylum-seekers-in-urban-areas%E2%80%9D-session
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/
https://www.wfp.org/news


   

  

9 October 2020  
World Food Programme awarded Nobel Peace Prize Statement by WFP Executive Director 
David Beasley  
   ROME – The awarding of the Nobel Peace Prize to the World Food Programme (WFP) is a humbling, 
moving recognition of the work of WFP staff who lay their lives on the line every day to bring food and 
assistance for close to 100 million hungry children, women and men across the world. People whose 
lives are often brutally torn apart by instability, insecurity and conflict. 
 
World Food Programme chief lauds front line staff and partners after Nobel Peace Prize 
win 
Award spotlights conflict, climate change and coronavirus as drivers of a deepening global hunger crisis 
Peyvand Khorsandi 
Oct 9  
   The World Food Programme has won the Nobel Prize for Peace, it was announced today. 
“Every one of the 690 million hungry people in the world today has the right to live peacefully and 
without hunger,” said WFP’s Executive Director David Beasley, in a statement. 
   “Today, the Norwegian Nobel Committee has turned the global spotlight on them and on the 
devastating consequences of conflict.” 
   He added: “Climate shocks and economic pressures have further compounded their plight. And now, 
a global pandemic with its brutal impact on economies and communities, is pushing millions more to 
the brink of starvation.” 
   In a video message on Twitter, Beasley — who is currently in Niger — paid tribute to WFP staff. 
“They’re out there in the most difficult, complex places in the world, whether there’s war, conflict, 
climate extremes, it doesn’t matter,” he said. “They’re out there, and they deserve this award.” 
   Beasley also added that the Nobel Peace Prize is “poignant tribute to our WFP team members who 
have made the ultimate sacrifice on the front lines of hunger”. 
   However, the win was “not WFP’s alone”, Beasley said: “We work closely with governments, local 
and international organizations and private sector partners whose passion for helping the hungry and 
vulnerable equals ours. We could not possibly help anyone without them.”… 

 
 
ILO International Labour Organization  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm 
Education and skills 
ILO and UNICEF MOU to strengthen skills and lifelong learning   
09 October 2020  
   The collaboration between the two agencies aims to improve the employability of young people and 
help the transition from school to work 
 
 
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://www.icao.int/  
Latest News and Highlights     
Aviation concerns stressed to G20 public private leaders at high-level Saudi event 
7/10/20 
 
 
IMO International Maritime Organization  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
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https://insight.wfp.org/world-food-programme-chief-pays-tribute-to-front-line-staff-and-partners-after-nobel-peace-prize-fc406608d60
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_757574/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/Aviation-concerns-stressed-to-G20-public-private-leaders-at-high-level-Saudi-event.aspx


   

  

http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx 
Latest Press Briefings  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UPU  Universal Postal Union   [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://www.upu.int/en/News-Media/Press/Press-Releases 
Press Releases 
UPU celebrates World Post Day with focus on hero postal workers, letter-writing and 
postal development 
10/9/2020 —  
   Bern, 9 October – In a virtual ceremony held at the Universal Postal Union’s headquarters in Bern, 
Switzerland today, the UN agency for postal matters celebrated World Post Day with a series of high-
profile events. 
 
Switzerland cements top position in UPU’s annual postal index 
10/9/2020 —  
   Postal Development Report 2020 finds even the most developed postal operators are highly 
dependent on success of e-commerce due to COVID-19 pandemic 
 
 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html 
News 
UNIDO and Italy expand cooperation with new projects in Iraq, Jordan and Sudan 
   VIENNA, 7 October 2020 - To support partner countries in their efforts to foster inclusive and 
sustainable industrial development, the Government of Italy is funding three new UNIDO interventions 
in Iraq, Jordan and Sudan.  
 
Digitalization of MSMEs needs broad support package 
    VIENNA, 6 October 2020 - Micro, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs) in Europe and Central Asia 
need an integrated package of financial and non-financial instruments to help them adapt to the  twin 
challenges of COVID-19 and accelerated digitalization, according to the panel for the recent GMIS 
Digital Series webinar, “Industrial Recovery in Europe and Central Asia: Accelerating Digital 
Transformation for MSMEs”.   
 
Bridge for Cities 2020: mayors discuss urban development during COVID-19 crisis 
   VIENNA, 5 October 2020 - The Bridge for Cities 2020 event provided a forum for mayors and other 
urban stakeholders to discuss and exchange views on relevant experiences, challenges and 
opportunities related to the COVID-19 pandemic. The event placed particular emphasis on green, social 
and technological innovations which can assist cities to recover from the crisis and act as an accelerator 
for the Sustainable Development Goals.  
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International Organization for Standardization (ISO)  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/ 
News 
By Clare Naden on 6 October 2020  
The right dose  
The specification for barcodes on medication packaging has just been updated.  
… ISO/TS 16791, Health informatics – Requirements for international machine-readable coding of 
medicinal product package identifiers, outlines everything manufacturers and regulators need to know 
to implement barcodes on medicinal packaging 
 
 
UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://www.unwto.org/news 
News 
All Regions  
G20 Tourism Leaders Commit to Intensify Efforts towards a Sustainable Recovery 
07 Oct 2020  
 
All Regions  COVID-19  
Stepping up support and coordination for a safe and sustainable recovery of tourism  
06 Oct 2020  
 
All Regions  COVID-19  
UNWTO and IATA Sign Agreement to Restore Confidence in International Aviation 
06 Oct 2020 
 
 
WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/ 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CBD  Convention on Biological Diversity [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://www.cbd.int/ 
Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
USAID [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Announcements 
USAID Acting Administrator John Barsa Congratulates the World Food Programme and 
Executive Director David Beasley for Winning the Nobel Peace Prize  
October 9, 2020 

https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/
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https://www.iso.org/standard/75312.html
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   On behalf of all of us at the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), I would like to 
extend my sincere congratulations to the World Food Programme (WFP) and its Executive Director, the 
Honorable David Beasely, for winning the Nobel Prize for Peace. This well-deserved honor recognizes 
the WFP's tireless work around the globe to feed those made vulnerable to hunger by conflict and 
crises. 
 
USAID's Development Innovation Ventures (DIV) Announces $14.5 Million for Sixteen 
Awards for Cutting-Edge Initiatives  
October 7, 2020 
   Today, the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) announced 16 new awards through 
its Development Innovation Ventures (DIV) to test and scale breakthrough solutions to the world's 
most intractable development challenges. The successful organizations, many of which are new to 
working with USAID, span six sectors and nine countries. 
 
USAID Commits Nearly $23 Million in Additional Funding to Support Economic Governance 
and Women's Empowerment in the Arab Republic of Egypt  
October 7, 2020 
   Today the United States, through the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), and the 
Arab Republic of Egypt, through the Ministry of International Cooperation, signed an addendum to their 
five-year bilateral assistance agreement for Inclusive Economic Governance that provides an additional 
$22.8 million in funding. In line with Egypt's Vision 2030, this new commitment is intended to improve 
the investment environment and empower women to join the labor force in Egypt. 
 
Statement by USAID Acting Administrator John Barsa on Sexual Exploitation and Abuse 
Allegations in the Democratic Republic of Congo  
October 6, 2020 
   We at the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) are gravely concerned about the 
recent allegations of sexual exploitation and abuse by personnel employed by international 
organizations and relief agencies in the Eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC). 
 
United States Announces $7 Million To Help Kenya To Recover From Economic Losses From 
COVID-19  
October 6, 2020 
   The United States, through the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), announced a 
new, three-year Local Works program that will provide up to $7 million to support local communities in 
the Mara landscape and Northern and Coastal Kenya as they recover from the loss of tourism and 
livelihoods because of the pandemic of COVID-19. USAID Acting Administrator John Barsa and U.S. 
Ambassador Kyle McCarter announced the program during a visit to the Naboisho Conservancy. 
 
USAID Launches Community of Practice on Accountability for Sexual Exploitation, Abuse, 
and Harassment with the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs  
October 6, 2020 
Readout 
T   oday, U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) Deputy Administrator Bonnie Glick and 
Birgitta Tazelaar, Deputy Director-General for International Cooperation of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the Kingdom of The Netherlands, launched a Community of Practice to strengthen 
employment accountability, referencing, and screening to prevent the circulation of perpetrators of 
sexual misconduct in the aid sector. This initiative uses a practical approach based on case studies to 
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identify best practices to prevent the sexual abuse, exploitation, and harassment of those involved in 
our programs. 
 
 
Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office [nee DFID]  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/foreign-commonwealth-development-office 
Selected Press Releases. Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ECHO  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news 
Latest News 
Ukraine: €10 million in humanitarian aid to withstand winter and coronavirus pandemic 
06/10/2020 
   The European Commission has allocated additional €10 million in humanitarian aid to support the 
most vulnerable people in eastern Ukraine ahead of the upcoming winter and in response to the 
ongoing coronavirus pandemic. This brings EU humanitarian...  
 
Meeting between Commissioner Lenarčič and CAR President Touadéra as country stands at 
a critical juncture in its reconciliation process 
06/10/2020 
   Yesterday, Janez Lenarčič, Commissioner for Crisis Management, and H.E. Mr Faustin-Archange 
Touadéra, President of the Central African Republic (CAR), had a meeting in Brussels to discuss the 
humanitarian situation in the CAR and the needs that...  
 
:::::: 
 
African Union [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://www.au.int/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of Social  
Press releases 
Digitization, Energy access & skills of the future are Africa’s priorities 
October 08, 2020  
 
African Union leading on Data Economy in Africa ... for Africa 
October 06, 2020  
 
Forum on Continuous Learning and Safe Reopening Of Schools 
October 06, 2020  
 
 
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://asean.org/category/news/asean-secretariat-news/ 
Secretariat News 
No new digest content identified. 
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European Commission [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1 
Latest     
Press release   8 October 2020 
Coronavirus: the Commission approves third contract to ensure access to a potential 
vaccine 
Today, the European Commission approved a third contract with a pharmaceutical company, Janssen 
Pharmaceutica NV, one of the Janssen Pharmaceutical Companies of Johnson & Johnson. 
   
Press release   8 October 2020 
Coronavirus: Commission signs a joint procurement contract with Gilead for the supply of 
Remdesivir  
The Commission has signed a joint procurement framework contract with the pharmaceutical company 
Gilead for the supply of up to 500,000 treatment courses of Veklury, the brand name for Remdesivir, 
and the opportunity to increase supply beyond the 500,000 treatment courses.  
   
Press release   7 October 2020 
Commission launches new 10-year plan to support Roma in the EU  
The European Commission has today adopted a new 10-year plan, including a proposal for a Council 
Recommendation, to support Roma in the EU 
 
 
OECD  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://www.oecd.org/  
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Organization of American States (OAS)   [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://www.oas.org/en/ 
Press Releases 
OAS Secretary General Designates Jared Genser as Special Adviser on the Responsibility to 
Protect 
October 10, 2020 
 
 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://www.oic-oci.org/  
Selected Press Releases 
OIC Secretary General Thanks the ISF for its Support in Financing the Rohingya Case at 
the ICJ 
Secretary General of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), Dr. Yousef A. Al-Othaimeen, urged 
Member States to support the fund set up by the OIC General Secretariat in favor of supporting the 
court case of accountability for the human rights violations against the Rohingya minority, which was 
filed with the International Court of Justice (ICJ).... 
07/10/2020 
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Group of 77  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://www.g77.org/ 
Latest Statements and Speeches 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
UNCTAD  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx 
8 Oct 2020 –  
COVID-19 has changed online shopping forever, survey shows  
UNCTAD/PRESS/PR/2020/029 
Geneva, Switzerland 
 
World Customs Organization – WCO  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://www.wcoomd.org/ 
Latest News – Selected Items 
09 October 2020  
WCO highlights biosecurity measures to deal with the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic  
 
06 October 2020  
Operation STOP: the WCO operation hits hard the illegal trafficking linked to COVID-19  
 
 
WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
WTO News and Events 
DDG Wolff: Open markets essential to global economic recovery 
9 October 2020 
   Keeping international markets open to trade is an essential part of the agenda for economic recovery 
from the COVID-19 pandemic, Deputy Director-General Alan Wolff said on 8 October. In remarks 
delivered to the virtual GLOBSEC 2020 Bratislava Forum, DDG Wolff said the WTO’s contribution to the 
recovery would be substantially enhanced if members take forward the ongoing process of systemic 
reform. His remarks are below. 
 
:::::: 
 
IPU  Inter-Parliamentary Union   [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases 
Press releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Court of Justice  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases 
Latest Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
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International Criminal Court (ICC)  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
Trying individuals for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/ 
News 
Statement of ICC Prosecutor, Fatou Bensouda, on pre-election violence and growing ethnic 
tensions: “Guinea can and must demonstrate its will and ability both to combat impunity 
and to prevent renewed cycles of violence.”  
Statement 8 October 2020 Office of the Prosecutor 
 
ICC Appeals Chamber confirms Ali Muhammad Ali Abd–Al-Rahman will remain in custody  
Press Release 7 October 2020  
 
The Trust Fund for Victims Launches Assistance Pilot Project in Central African Republic  
Press Release 7 October 2020 Trust Fund for Victims 
   In September 2020, the Trust Fund for Victims (TFV) at the International Criminal Court (ICC) 
launched a pilot project under its assistance mandate in the Central African Republic (CAR). Pending 
the launch of the full assistance programme, the pilot project is to support victims and their families in 
Bangui, living in precarious conditions and suffering long-term harm as a result of sexual violence in 
conflict… 
 
:::::: 
  
World Bank [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week]  
MENA: Global Action is Urgently Needed to Reverse Damaging Jumps in Extreme Poverty 
 Extreme Poverty Rate in the Middle East and North Africa nearly doubled between 2015 and 2018 
WASHINGTON, October 9, 2020 — For the second time, the rate of extreme poverty in the Middle East 
and...  
Date: October 09, 2020 Type: Press Release 
 
Latin America and the Caribbean Must Seek to Contain the Costs from COVID-19 While 
Waiting for a Vaccine 
WASHINGTON, October 9, 2020 — Latin America and Caribbean is the region hardest hit by the 
COVID-19 Pandemic, casting a spotlight on the need to protect the population while putting economies 
back on track...  
Date: October 09, 2020 Type: Press Release  
 
Agriculture Finance & Agriculture Insurance 
Overview There is an ever increasing need to invest in agriculture due to a drastic rise in global 
population and changing dietary preferences of the growing middle class in emerging markets towards 
higher...  
Date: October 08, 2020 Type: Brief 
 
World Bank Confirms Economic Downturn in Sub-Saharan Africa, Outlines Key Polices 
Needed for Recovery 
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WASHINGTON, October 8, 2020—Driven by the economic fallout of the COVID-19 global pandemic, 
growth in Sub-Saharan Africa is predicted to fall to -3.3 percent in 2020, pushing the region...  
Date: October 08, 2020 Type: Press Release  
 
Investing in People is Crucial to Economic Recovery in Central Asia 
ALMATY, October 7, 2020 – Central Asian economies are on course to contract by 1.7 percent  this 
year, a sharp reversal from the 4.9 percent growth in 2019, says the latest edition of the World Bank...  
Date: October 07, 2020 Type: Press Release  
 
 
IMF  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article 
News, Announcements 
October 8, 2020 
Opening Remarks at High-Level Meeting on The Economic Challenges from The Security 
Crisis in the Sahel  
Remarks by Managing Director Kristalina Georgieva 
 
October 5, 2020 
The IMF Executive Board Extends Immediate Debt Service Relief for 28 Eligible Low-
Income Countries for Another Six Months  
 
 
African Development Bank Group  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://www.afdb.org/en 
Press Releases 
COVID-19 crisis is pushing us to refocus priorities, says Bank Vice President Quaynor in 
Global Infrastructure Forum event on infrastructure project preparation  
   08-Oct-2020 - The African Development Bank hosted an online seminar 7 October as part of the 
fourth annual Global Infrastructure Forum, drawing together representatives of government, the 
private sector and multilateral development institutions to discuss strengthening infrastructure 
development in the COVID-19 pandemic era.  
 
 
Asian Development Bank  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://www.adb.org/news/releases 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-•          
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank   [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-
level announcements are added each week] 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
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https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2020/10/02/pr20304-imf-executive-board-extends-immediate-debt-service-relief-28-eligible-lics-six-months
https://www.afdb.org/en
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/covid-19-crisis-pushing-us-refocus-priorities-says-bank-vice-president-quaynor-global-infrastructure-forum-event-infrastructure-project-preparation-38159
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/covid-19-crisis-pushing-us-refocus-priorities-says-bank-vice-president-quaynor-global-infrastructure-forum-event-infrastructure-project-preparation-38159
http://www.adb.org/news/releases
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html


   

  

IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news 
News 
05 OCT  
New rural finance programme to help millions of Ethiopian farmers build resilience in the 
face of climate change and COVID-19  
 
 
Islamic Development Bank  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://www.isdb.org/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 
 

:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
   We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new research and 
major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, collaborations, and initiatives 
across the human rights, humanitarian response and development spheres of action.  WE will not 
reference fundraising announcements, programs, events or appeals, and generally not include content 
which is primarily photo-documentation or video in format. 
 
 
Action Contre la Faim – Action Against Hunger  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org 
Communiqués de presse  
Vivier urgence 
Action contre la Faim recrute des humanitaires urgentistes 
6 octobre 2020  
   Dans le cadre de la nouvelle feuille de route d’urgence d’Action contre la Faim, qui vise à accroître 
notre capacité d’intervention pour répondre aux urgences humanitaires, nous ouvrons notre vivier 
urgence aux professionnels humanitaires expérimentés intéressés par des déploiements courts. 
 
 
Alliance for International Medical Action (ALIMA)  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://www.alima-ngo.org/en/press-room 
PRESS RELEASES 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://newsroom.amref.org/category/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases     
THE COCA-COLA SYSTEM COMMITS KSHS 125 MILLION INTO KENYA’S ECONOMIC & 
ENVIRONMENTAL RECOVERY FROM COVID-19 
October 8, 2020  

https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/42107314
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/42107314
https://www.isdb.org/
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/
https://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/a-la-une/action-contre-la-faim-recrute-des-humanitaires-urgentistes/
https://www.alima-ngo.org/en/press-room
http://amref.org/news/news/
https://newsroom.amref.org/category/press-releases/
https://newsroom.amref.org/press-releases/2020/10/the-coca-cola-system-commits-kshs-125-million-into-kenyas-economic-environmental-recovery-from-covid-19/
https://newsroom.amref.org/press-releases/2020/10/the-coca-cola-system-commits-kshs-125-million-into-kenyas-economic-environmental-recovery-from-covid-19/


   

  

 
 
Aravind Eye Care System  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://aravind.org/ 
Aravind News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Blue Shield International  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://theblueshield.org/ 
Latest News 
Blue Shield Statement on fighting in Nagorno-Karabakh 
Statement   07 October 2020 
   The Blue Shield notes with great sadness the resumption of armed conflict between Armenia and 
Azerbaijan over the disputed region of Nagorno-Karabakh and hopes that a peaceful solution to the 
current crisis can be found quickly and amicably. The Blue Shield notes that both Armenia and 
Azerbaijan have ratified the 1954 Hague Convention on the [...] 
 
  
BRAC  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://www.brac.net/#news 
Latest  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clubhouse International  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://drc.ngo/ 
Press Releases 
Sudan 
Worst flooding in decades affects thousands of families in Sudan 
5. October 2020 
   Weeks of downpours and floods have destroyed homes, farms, and key infrastructure in several 
parts of Sudan, including Khartoum state. DRC is providing emergency support to displaced people and 
host populations as needs are expected to remain acute for months ahead. 
 
 
ECPAT  [to 10 Oct 2020]  
http://www.ecpat.net/news 
News from ECPAT 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

https://aravind.org/
https://theblueshield.org/
https://theblueshield.org/blue-shield-statement-on-fighting-in-nagorno-karabakh/
http://www.brac.net/#news
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html
https://drc.ngo/
https://drc.ngo/about-us/for-the-media/press-releases/2020/10/sudan-floods/
http://www.ecpat.net/news


   

  

Fountain House  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/  
Press Releases 
Statement from President and CEO, Ashwin Vasan, MD, PhD, on Trump Administration 
Executive Order for Behavioral Health  
Posted on: October 6, 2020  
 
 
Humanity & Inclusion  [nee Handicap International]  [to 10 Oct 2020]  
https://hi.org/en/index 
All news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Heifer International  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://www.heifer.org/ 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HelpAge International  [to 10 Oct 2020]  
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/ 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
No new digest content identified. 

 
 
ICRC  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports       
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict: ICRC stands ready to facilitate handover of bodies of those 
killed in action and the simultaneous release of detainees 
   “The ICRC has a long-standing history as a neutral intermediary in conflicts around the world, and it 
is our hope that this operation can move forward quickly so the remains of those killed in action can be 
returned to their loves ones and mourned wi 
10-10-2020 | News release 
   
COVID-19 is a threat to all of us, but is an especially serious threat amid armed conflict 
   As delivered by Ms. Laetitia Courtois, Permanent Observer and Head of Delegation, ICRC New 
YorkThank you Madame Chair.Over the last months of the COVID-19 pandemic we have learned who 
among us are the most vulnerable. 
08-10-2020 | Statement 
   
World Mental Health Day: New Red Cross survey shows COVID-19 affecting mental health 
of one in two people 
   Geneva (ICRC/IFRC) – Half of all respondents – 51 percent – in a seven-country survey said that the 
COVID-19 pandemic has negatively affected their mental health, an International Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC) survey found.In a new report – "The 
07-10-2020 | News release 

http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press
https://www.fountainhouse.org/news/statement-president-and-ceo-ashwin-vasan-md-phd-trump-administration-executive-order-behavioral
https://www.fountainhouse.org/news/statement-president-and-ceo-ashwin-vasan-md-phd-trump-administration-executive-order-behavioral
https://hi.org/en/index
https://www.heifer.org/
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/nagorno-karabakh-conflict-icrc-stands-ready-facilitate-handover-bodies-those-killed-action
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/nagorno-karabakh-conflict-icrc-stands-ready-facilitate-handover-bodies-those-killed-action
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/covid-19-threat-all-us-especially-serious-threat-amid-armed-conflict
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/world-mental-health-day-red-cross-covid-19-mental-health-survey
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/world-mental-health-day-red-cross-covid-19-mental-health-survey


   

  

 
 
IFRC   [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
Global 
World Mental Health Day: New Red Cross survey shows COVID-19 affecting mental health 
of one in two people 
   Geneva, 8 October (ICRC/IFRC) – Half of all respondents – 51 percent – in a seven-country survey 
said that the COVID-19 pandemic has negatively affected their mental health, an International 
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) survey found. In a new repo … 
8 October 2020 
 
 
International Medical Corps (IMC)   [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/ 
Story 
One Machine Can Save Countless Lives 
October 5, 2020  
   At an International Medical Corps health facility in Juba, South Sudan, a new ultrasound machine is 
providing critical imaging capabilities for doctors treating expectant mothers. Vicky Keji, a 20-year-old 
mother of two, is one of many patients who have benefited from it. She received an early diagnosis 
that led to the healthy birth of her …  
 
 
IRC  International Rescue Committee  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 
Media highlights [Selected] 
Press Release  
New IRC data: Nearly 500 children sent to Libyan detention centres in past 6 months; IRC 
calls for immediate closure of inhumane centres 
October 8, 2020  
 
Press Release  
Twelve fold increase in Ethiopia COVID-19 cases, severe weather and locusts creating 
massive need in Ethiopia, warns IRC 
October 7, 2020  
 
 
IRCT  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://irct.org/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Islamic Relief Worldwide  [to 10 Oct 2020]  
https://www.islamic-relief.org/ 
Latest News, Blog  

http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/world-mental-health-day-new-red-cross-survey-shows-covid-19-affecting-mental-health-one-two-people/
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/world-mental-health-day-new-red-cross-survey-shows-covid-19-affecting-mental-health-one-two-people/
https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/
https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/story/one-machine-can-save-countless-lives/
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/new-irc-data-nearly-500-children-sent-libyan-detention-centres-past-6-months-irc-calls
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/new-irc-data-nearly-500-children-sent-libyan-detention-centres-past-6-months-irc-calls
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/new-irc-data-nearly-500-children-sent-libyan-detention-centres-past-6-months-irc-calls
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/new-irc-data-nearly-500-children-sent-libyan-detention-centres-past-6-months-irc-calls
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/twelve-fold-increase-ethiopia-covid-19-cases-severe-weather-and-locusts-creating
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/twelve-fold-increase-ethiopia-covid-19-cases-severe-weather-and-locusts-creating
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/twelve-fold-increase-ethiopia-covid-19-cases-severe-weather-and-locusts-creating
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/twelve-fold-increase-ethiopia-covid-19-cases-severe-weather-and-locusts-creating
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/twelve-fold-increase-ethiopia-covid-19-cases-severe-weather-and-locusts-creating
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/twelve-fold-increase-ethiopia-covid-19-cases-severe-weather-and-locusts-creating
https://irct.org/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/


   

  

Palestinian Territories 
Islamic Relief is helping Palestinian families to overcome the wounds of trauma 
Published: 10 October, 2020  
 
Syrian Arab Republic 
“We rise by helping others”: supporting refugee families toward self-reliance 
Published: 7 October, 2020  
 
 
Landsea   [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Medecins du Monde   [to 10 Oct 2020]  
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/ 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Mercy Corps [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
News Releases & Alerts  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 10 Oct 2020]  
http://www.msf.org/ 
Latest [Selected Announcements] 
Lebanon  
“I needed to make myself useful to overcome the panic”  
Voices from the Field 9 Oct 2020  
 
Kenya  
COVID-19 further fuels mental health crisis in Dadaab as durable soluti… 
Project Update 9 Oct 2020  
 
Greece  
EU must stop trapping people in miserable conditions on the Greek isl… 
Statement 8 Oct 2020  
 
Coronavirus COVID-19 pandemic  
MSF supports India and South Africa ask to waive COVID-19 patent rights  
Press Release 7 Oct 2020  
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
Coronavirus COVID-19 pandemic  
High COVID-19 rates found among people living in extreme hardship in and … 

https://www.islamic-relief.org/islamic-relief-is-helping-palestinian-families-to-overcome-the-wounds-of-trauma/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/we-rise-by-helping-others-supporting-refugee-families-toward-self-reliance/
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases
http://www.msf.org/
https://www.msf.org/lebanon-mental-health-needs-are-great-wake-beirut-blast
https://www.msf.org/kenya-covid-19-further-fuels-mental-health-crisis-dadaab
https://www.msf.org/eu-must-stop-trapping-people-greek-islands
https://www.msf.org/eu-must-stop-trapping-people-greek-islands
https://www.msf.org/high-coronavirus-covid-19-rates-found-amongst-people-living-hardship-paris


   

  

Press Release 6 Oct 2020  
 
Refugees, IDPs and people on the move  
Enough is enough: new pact, same misery for refugees  
Op-Ed 5 Oct 2020  
 
 
Operation Smile  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office 
Program Schedule 
Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve every 
opportunity for safe surgical care.  
 
  
OXFAM [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://www.oxfam.org/en/ 
Selected News/Announcements      
Oxfam congratulates the UN World Food Program for its Nobel Peace Prize - Reaction 
9 October 2020 
Oxfam congratulates the UN World Food Program for its Nobel Peace Prize. It is a timely and urgent 
recognition to the work that WFP does in fighting the scourge of global hunger.  
   
New global index shows catastrophic failure to tackle inequality left majority of world’s 
countries woefully unprepared for COVID-19 
8 October 2020 
Very low spending on public healthcare, weak social safety nets and poor labor rights meant the 
majority of the world’s countries were woefully ill-equipped to deal with COVID-19, reveals new 
analysis from Oxfam and Development Finance International (DFI) today. 
   
Reactive: World Bank report showing global extreme poverty expected to rise for first time 
in over 20 years 
7 October 2020 
The World Bank’s report shows clearly that billions of people were more vulnerable to the economic 
impacts of COVID-19 because of decades of economic policies which have kept them living one 
paycheck away from poverty, while the richest in society accumulate ever more wealth. 
   
Delisting Cayman Islands shows the EU tax haven blacklist is not working, says Oxfam 
6 October 2020 
Responding to the announcement that the Cayman Islands has been removed from the EU tax haven 
blacklist, Chiara Putaturo, Oxfam’s EU Tax Policy Advisor, said: “While we welcome the addition of 
Barbados, removing the Cayman Islands, one of the world’s most notorious tax havens, from the EU 
tax haven blacklist is further proof that the process isn’t working." 
  
Donors slash funding to Yemen by half to 25 US cents a day per person in need 
6 October 2020 
Donors have given the equivalent of 25 US cents per day for each of the 24.3 million people in need in 
Yemen, about half the amount given last year, Oxfam warned today. 

https://www.msf.org/new-pact-same-misery-refugees-trapped-greek-islands
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office
http://www.operationsmile.org/approach/program-schedule
https://www.oxfam.org/en/
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/oxfam-congratulates-un-world-food-program-its-nobel-peace-prize-reaction
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/new-global-index-shows-catastrophic-failure-tackle-inequality-left-majority-worlds
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/new-global-index-shows-catastrophic-failure-tackle-inequality-left-majority-worlds
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/reactive-world-bank-report-showing-global-extreme-poverty-expected-rise-first-time
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/reactive-world-bank-report-showing-global-extreme-poverty-expected-rise-first-time
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/delisting-cayman-islands-shows-eu-tax-haven-blacklist-not-working-says-oxfam
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/donors-slash-funding-yemen-half-25-us-cents-day-person-need


   

  

The dramatic cut comes despite COVID-19 heaping further challenges on a country already suffering 
the world’s worst humanitarian disaster. 
 
 
Norwegian Refugee Council   [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://www.nrc.no/ 
Latest news  
09. Oct 2020  
Statement by Secretary General of NRC Jan Egeland on today's Nobel Peace Prize 
announcement 
   "The Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) extends very warm and sincere congratulations to the World 
Food Programme (WFP), an exceptionally worthy recipient for this year’s Nobel Peace Prize and an 
organisation with which we are proud to partner."  
 
 
Pact  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://www.pactworld.org/  
Latest News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Partners In Health  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://www.pih.org/news 
News      
Transcending COVID-19 Through Investment in Mental Health 
On World Mental Health Day 2020, Dr. Giuseppe "Bepi" Raviola shares how PIH has invested in and 
incorporated mental health into COVID-19 care around the world, and reflects on the importance of 
self-care during moments of stress and crisis.  
October 9, 2020  
 
Innovation: Marking 10 Years of Mental Health Care in Haiti 
Tatiana Therosme gathered herself for a moment before talking about a young woman, born with HIV, 
who battled severe depression for years because of stigmatization and mistreatment resulting from 
people’s perceptions of her diagnosis. The young woman's mental health care is a testament to a 
system that has grown to serve thousands.  
October 9, 2020  
 
PIH to WHO: Ensure Equitable, Global Access to COVID-19 Technological Advancements  
PIH leadership urges the WHO's Executive Board to broaden access to COVID-19-related health 
technologies as global public goods.  
October 6, 2020  
 
 
PATH  [to 10 Oct 2020]  
https://www.path.org/media-center/  
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 

http://www.nrc.no/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2020/october/jan-egeland-on-nobel-peace-prize-announcement/
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Plan International/BORNEfonden  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Save The Children [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://www.savethechildren.net/news 
News 
9 October 2020 - India 
Climate crisis forces Indian children from homes and schools 
 
9 October 2020 - Armenia, Azerbaijan 
THOUSANDS OF CHILDREN FLEE AS CONFLICT IN NAGORNO-KARABAKH CONTINUES TO 
ESCALATE 
 
6 October 2020 - Sweden 
Girls cite domestic violence in their homes as key factor for leaving home – new global 
study from Save the Child 
 
 
SOS-Kinderdorf International  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/news 
All News 
Italy  
Q&A: Covid's impact on child mental health  
October 9 2020 - "Now that some time has passed, and many countries have entered a second or even 
third wave, we can see more clearly how the pandemic affects many areas of people’s lives," says Orso 
Muneghina, Head of International Programmes and Emergencies at SOS Children’s Villages Italy.  
 
Nepal  
‘Don’t worry about the beauty of your face’: a boy heals from visible and invisible scars.  
October 9 2020 - When Raj* and his friends play touch and run or flick discs in a game of carrom, he is 
just like any other confident and outgoing seven year old. No one seems to notice the scars on his face 
and hands.  
 
Peru  
Healing the trauma of violence in Latin America  
October 8 2020 - More than half of the children in Latin America experience domestic violence each 
year. In the world’s most violent region, emotional support is key to break the cycle of abuse.  
 
Joint Statement  
European Pact on Migration and Asylum: Negotiations need to focus on best interest of the 
child  
October 8 2020 - The European Commission recently announced a new Pact on Migration and Asylum 
which is currently negotiated. SOS Children’s Villages International signed a statement of the European 
Council on Refugees and Exiles (ECRE) to highlight the need to put the best interest of children at the 
centre of negotiations.  

http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre
https://www.savethechildren.net/news
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https://www.savethechildren.net/news/girls-cite-domestic-violence-their-homes-key-factor-leaving-home-%E2%80%93-new-global-study-save
https://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/news
https://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/news/covid-s-impact-on-child-mental-health-in-italy
https://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/news/boy-heals-from-visible-and-invisible-scars
https://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/news/healing-the-trauma-of-violence-in-latin-america
https://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/news/european-pact-on-migration-and-asylum
https://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/news/european-pact-on-migration-and-asylum


   

  

 
Survey  
Survey shows need for trauma-informed care  
October 7 2020 - A new survey finds that more than half of caregivers lack the training and resources 
to understand how trauma affects children’s development and behaviour. The survey also emphasises 
the importance of stability and love in helping children who have been severely abused and neglected 
form new trusting relationships.  
 
Nigeria  
Siblings form new healthy memories despite childhood trauma  
October 6 2020 - The painful memories of abuse Oba* suffered as a child often sneak into his 
consciousness, no matter his frantic efforts to bury them. “Therapy helped me identify the burning 
emotions from my childhood,” he says. “I was able to talk about the hurt, anger and self-hate that 
controlled me.”  
 
 
Tostan  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://www.tostan.org 
News/Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Women for Women International  [to 10 Oct 2020]  
https://www.womenforwomen.org/ 
Blogs & Updates 
October 1, 2020  
To Grow a Peaceful Future in Rwanda, Invest in Women  
 
 
World Vision  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://wvi.org/ 
Newsroom  
World Food Programme's largest partner, World Vision, congratulates Nobel Peace Prize 
win  
October 9th 2020  
 
World Vision strongly condemns all attacks amid the armed conflict in Nagorno-Karabakh  
October 9th 2020  
 
Bombing in Al Bab leaves at least 18 civilians dead and more than 70 injured  
October 7th 2020  
 
The Ministry of Health unveils new research findings supporting an integrated approach to 
...  
October 6th 2020  
 
Report finds devastating links between increased violence against children and climate 
cha...  

https://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/news/safe-places-thriving-children-survey
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October 6th 2020  
  
:::::: 
 
Electronic Frontiers Foundation 
https://www.eff.org/updates?type=press_release 
Press Release | October 7, 2020  
Activists Sue San Francisco for Wide-Ranging Surveillance of Black-Led Protests Against 
Police Violence 
   San Francisco—Local activists sued San Francisco today over the city police department’s illegal use 
of a network of more than 400 non-city surveillance cameras to spy on them and thousands of others 
who protested as part of the Black-led movement against police violence.The Electronic Frontier 
Foundation (EFF) and the... 
 
Press Release | October 6, 2020  
California Community Leaders Call on Governor to Help Get State Broadband Up to Speed 
   Sacramento - More than 60 California community leaders—including public officials, businesses, 
education advocates, and civil rights groups—have joined the Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF) and 
Common Sense Media to call on California Governor Gavin Newsom to convene a special legislative 
session to pass universal broadband access legislation this year. The COVID-19... 
 
  
Freedom House [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://freedomhouse.org/ 
Latest Updates  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Human Rights Watch  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://www.hrw.org/ 
Featured Commentary, Announcements, Statements 
October 9, 2020 
Dispatches  
Building Equitable Futures by Investing in Girls  
Erika Nguyen, Senior Coordinator, Women's Rights Division 
Delphine Starr, Coordinator, Children's Rights Division 
 
Asia  
October 8, 2020 
News Release  
Myanmar: Mass Detention of Rohingya in Squalid Camps  
   
October 7, 2020 
News Release  
Anti-LGBT Persecution in El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras  
     
October 6, 2020  
People with Mental Health Conditions Living in Chains  

https://www.wvi.org/newsroom/climate-change/report-finds-devastating-links-between-increased-violence-against-children
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https://www.eff.org/press/releases/activists-sue-san-francisco-wide-ranging-surveillance-black-led-protests-against
https://www.eff.org/document/williams-v-san-francisco-complaint
https://www.eff.org/press/releases/california-community-leaders-call-governor-help-get-state-broadband-speed
https://freedomhouse.org/
https://www.hrw.org/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/10/09/building-equitable-futures-investing-girls
https://www.hrw.org/about/people/erika-nguyen
https://www.hrw.org/about/people/delphine-starr
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/10/08/myanmar-mass-detention-rohingya-squalid-camps
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/10/07/anti-lgbt-persecution-el-salvador-guatemala-honduras
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/10/06/people-mental-health-conditions-living-chains


   

  

Hundreds of thousands of people with mental health conditions are shackled around the world. Men, 
women, and children, some as young as 10, are chained or locked in confined spaces for weeks, 
months, and even years, in about 60 countries across the world. 
 
  
Transparency International  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases 
Press 
Saudi Arabia: C20 attendees must call on government to free jailed activists 
   In January 2020, over 220 civil society organisations endorsed a statement issued by Amnesty 
International, CIVICUS and Transparency International announcing that they will not be participating 
in…  
06 October 2020  
 
::::: 
 
ChildFund Alliance  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://childfundalliance.org/ 
News/ Statements 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
CONCORD  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://concordeurope.org/  
Latest News and Events 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
The Elders  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://theelders.org/news-media 
Selected Press Releases and Major Announcements 
News 
A new ‘Bretton Woods’ moment is key to building back better after COVID-19 
07 Oct 2020 
   Warning that COVID-19 has taken advantage of a world in disorder, Gro Harlem Brundtland calls for 
revival of multilateral cooperation to effectively tackle the key global challenges we face. 
Ethical Leadership 
 
News 
True solidarity with young people means ending the fossil fuel era 
07 Oct 2020 
   Imploring the world to "listen to the incontrovertible science", Mary Robinson calls for urgent climate 
action to build a sustainable, just and inclusive future. in a message of support at the 10th Annual 
Desmond Tutu International Peace Lecture. 

• Climate Change 

 
 

https://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases
https://www.transparency.org/en/press/saudi-arabia-c20-attendees-must-call-on-government-to-free-jailed-activists
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https://www.theelders.org/news/true-solidarity-young-people-means-ending-fossil-fuel-era


   

  

Evidence Aid   [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://www.evidenceaid.org/ 
New Resources  
Economic evaluations of CHW interventions aimed at improving child health outcomes  
Added October 9, 2020 
 
Mobile technologies to support communication between healthcare providers and 
management of care  Added October 8, 2020 
 
Universal screening for SARS‐CoV‐2 infection (searches up to 26 May 2020)  Added October 

8, 2020 
 
Nutrition assessment, counseling, and support interventions to improve health-related 
outcomes in people living with HIV/AIDS  Added October 6, 2020 
 
Prostate cancer radiotherapy recommendations (based on searches in March 2020)  Added 

October 6, 2020 
 
Patient information leaflets to reduce antibiotic use and reconsultation rates in general 
practice  Added October 6, 2020 
 
 
Gavi [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://www.gavi.org/ 
News releases  
8 October 2020 
Japan pledges US$ 130 million to support global access to COVID-19 vaccines 
:: Japanese Government pledges US$ 130 million in funding to the Gavi COVAX Advance Market 
Commitment (AMC), bringing the total raised to roughly US$ 1.8 billion 
:: This brings Gavi even closer to its initial fundraising goal of US$ 2 billion by the end of 2020 to help 
accelerate and reserve COVID-19 vaccines for low- and middle-income countries, following a series of 
significant pledges in the past week 
:: Seth Berkley: “This vital funding not only helps us ensure lower-income countries aren’t left at the 
back of the queue when safe and effective COVID-19 vaccines become available, it will also play a vital 
role in ending the acute phase of this pandemic worldwide” 
:: Motegi Toshimitsu, Foreign Minister of Japan. “Japan will contribute more than US $ 130 million for 
the COVAX Advance Market Commitment (AMC), in order to enable lower income countries to reinforce 
equitable access to COVID-19 vaccines.” 
  
6 October 2020 
Countries pledge nearly US$ 1 billion to support equitable access to COVID-19 vaccines 
:: The United Kingdom, Canada, Germany, Italy and Sweden pledge approximately US$ 960 million to 
Gavi’s COVID-19 Vaccines Advance Market Commitment (COVAX AMC) 
:: This week’s announcements mean nearly US$ 1.7 billion has been raised towards the effort to 
ensure equitable access to COVID-19 vaccines for low- and middle-income countries, with at least US$ 
300 million more urgently needed by end 2020 
:: H.E. Issoufou Mahamadou: “I would like to reiterate my support to Gavi and applaud the COVAX 
initiative as a way to assure universal and fair access to the COVID-19 vaccine.” 
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Getty Conservation Institute   [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://www.getty.edu/research/ 
Latest News    
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Global Fund  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/ 
News/Updates  
Global Fund and Chevron: United Against HIV, TB and Malaria  
05 October 2020  
   The Global Fund and Chevron Corporation have celebrated a 12-year partnership that served as an 
example of the private sector’s contribution to the fight against infectious diseases and to building 
resilient health systems.  
 
 
Hilton Prize Coalition [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ICVA - International Council of Voluntary Agencies   [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://icvanetwork.org/ 
Latest resources, events, content 
Upcoming events 
Words into Action on Disaster Displacement: How to reduce risk, address impacts and 
strengthen resilience  
October 13, 2020 - 2:00pm to 3:00pm 
Online 
 
High Commissioner’s Dialogue on Protection Challenges 2020  
October 21, 2020 - 10:00am to December 9, 2020 - 6:00pm 
Virtual and Geneva 
 
 
InterAction  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://www.interaction.org/ 
Crises & Countries in Conflict 
Understanding the Complementarity Between Access and Protection 
Lea Krivchenia  
Melody Knight  |  Oct 9, 2020  
 
Global & Public Policy Positions  
Her Voice, Our Equal Future 
Josephine Thornton  |  Oct 9, 2020  
 
Challenges to Civil Society  
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Investing in Girls and Young Women for a Brighter, Inclusive Future 
Roxanne Paisible  |  Oct 9, 2020  
 
Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict  
Countering Stigmatization In The Humanitarian Response To COVID-19 
Anna Jaffe  |  Oct 9, 2020  
 
:::::: 
 
3ie  International Initiative for Impact Evaluation [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://www.3ieimpact.org/ 
Publications/Events/Blogs 
Evidence Dialogues | Women’s economic empowerment and its interactions with social 
and personal empowerment  
Webinar 15 October 2020  
   3ie's Evidence Dialogues brings together some of the most experienced voices in the development 
community to discuss the role and importance of evidence in decision-making. 
 
 
CHS Alliance  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://chsalliance.org/ 
Our Impact 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Development Initiatives   [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://devinit.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
::::::  
 
Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action 
(ALNAP)     [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://www.alnap.org/ 
News/Blog/Events 
Blog 
07 Oct 2020  
7 questions to consider when switching to phone surveys with crisis-affected people 
Elias Sagmeister  
 
News 
06 Oct 2020  
IASC RG2 and ALNAP launch accountability & inclusion portal 
 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre 
LATEST PRESS RELEASES 
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No new digest content identified. 
 
 
EHLRA/R2HC/HIF   [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Geneva Centre of Humanitarian Studies [nee CERAH] – [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://humanitarianstudies.ch/ 
News/Events 
Relaunched COVID-19 webinar series 
“Why is COVID-19 NOT transmitting in humanitarian settings as expected…or is it?” 
Wednesday, 14 October 2020, – 8-9am EST/2-3pm Geneva 
   COVID-19 data in humanitarian settings are generally incomplete and limited. Consequently, models 
for these contexts have mostly used data from non-humanitarian settings, and their results do not 
appear to reflect the reality on the ground.  What is really happening with COVID-19 in humanitarian 
emergencies? Can we use other settings to gain insights?  Do we have any seroprevalence surveys? 
 
 
Groupe URD   [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://www.urd.org/en/ 
Publications, Events  
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Humanitarian Studies Association  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://ihsa.info/  

Resources – Weekly Blog Posts Selections 
The new EU pact on migration: continued risks of human rights abuse 
Selection#27 (28th September – 4th October) 
   This week we feature the new EU pact on migration. Most opinion pieces criticize the new pact: the 
new pre-entry screening seems more concerned with strengthening controls at external borders and 
with returning many people as quickly as possible, than with asylum. The pact does not say where 
people will stay during the screening process; it could be closed detention centres. The risks of 
violating human rights are enormous. Other blog posts and reviews comment on the difficulties in 
developing a common EU strategy, but also the possibility of creating a smaller coalition of willing 
states and people. 
   We also highlight the resumption of the war between Armenia and Azerbaijan and the drying up of 
Lake Chad. Finally, we draw attention to the humanitarian policy issues posed by aid as a business, the 
ethics of humanitarian negotiations, and the increased use of digital data. 
 
 
INEE – an international network for education in emergencies   [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://www.ineesite.org/en/news 
News 

http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/
https://humanitarianstudies.ch/
https://humanitarianstudies.ch/relaunched-covid-19-webinar-series/
https://www.urd.org/en/
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http://www.ineesite.org/en/news


   

  

No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP)  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://phap.org/ 
Association news, events 
Online conference on the State of Humanitarian Professions 2020 
10/8/2020 
Recording Now Available−Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities in the COVID-19 Response 
10/5/2020 
 
 
Sphere  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://spherestandards.org/news/ 
News 
Humanitarian Accountability Report 2020: Preparedness is key, says Sphere director  
09 October 2020 | Sphere 
    This opinion piece by Sphere Executive Director Dr Balwant Singh is an excerpt of the latest 
Humanitarian Accountability Report, released by the CHS Alliance in October 2020. Read 
the Humanitarian Accountability Report 2020... 
 
 
Start Network [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs 
News and Blog  
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
Brookings 
http://www.brookings.edu/ 
Accessed 10 Oct 2020 
Latest Research 
Report  
What could additional fiscal policy do for the economy in the next three years? 
Wendy Edelberg and Louise Sheiner 
Friday, October 9, 2020  
 
Technology & Innovation  
A dispute resolution program for social media companies 
Mark MacCarthy 
Friday, October 9, 2020  
 
Report  
Federal debt policy in an era of low interest rates: A guide to the issues 
Louise Sheiner and Kadija Yilla 
Thursday, October 8, 2020  
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Essay  
The US role in advancing gender equality globally through girls’ education 
Christina Kwauk 
Thursday, October 8, 2020  
 
International Affairs  
Competing for order: Confronting the long crisis of multilateralism 
Bruce Jones and Susana Malcorra 
Monday, October 5, 2020  
 
 
Center for Global Development    [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center 
Selected Publications, News and Events 
October 7, 2020 
New DAC Rules on Debt Relief – A Poor Measure of Donor Effort 
   The Development Assistance Committee (DAC) recently produced a long-awaited set of rules for how 
debt relief on loans should be scored as Official Development Assistance (ODA). Unfortunately, the 
rules suffer from a number of statistical problems and the DAC needs to take these rules back to the 
drawing board, or lose credibility. 
Euan Ritchie  
 
October 5, 2020 
An Analysis of Clinical Knowledge, Absenteeism, and Availability of Resources for Maternal 
and Child Health: A Cross-Sectional Quality of Care Study in 10 African Countries 
   Our findings highlight the need to boost the knowledge of health care workers to achieve greater 
care readiness. Training programs have shown mixed results, so systems may need to adopt a 
combination of competency-based pre-service and in-service training for health care providers (with 
evaluation to ensure the effectiveness of the training), and hiring practices that ensure the most 
prepared workers enter the systems. We conclude that in settings where clinical knowledge is poor, 
improving drug availability or reducing health workers’ absenteeism would only modestly increase the 
average care readiness that meets minimum quality standards. 
Laura Di Giorgio , David Evans , Magnus Lindelow , Son Nam Nguyen , Jakob Svensson , Waly Wane 
and Anna Welander Tärneberg  
 
 
CSIS  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://www.csis.org/ 
Selected Reports 
Report 
Three Recommendations for Improving Air Force Pilot Retention 
October 9, 2020 | Tobias B. Switzer The Air Force continues to struggle in retaining its pilot talent. This 
report analyzes the retention issue and offers three new recommendations to make longer careers 
attractive to Air Force pilots by granting them more agency in exchange for longer service 
commitments.  
 
Report 
The Analytic Edge: Leveraging Emerging Technologies to Transform Intelligence Analysis  
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October 9, 2020 | Brian Katz The United States must invest in technology transformation to maximize 
intelligence analysts' ability to evaluate, synthesize, and utilize massive amounts of intel data.  
 
Report 
Post-pandemic Natural Resource Management in the Indo-Pacific 
October 9, 2020 | Daniel F. Runde, Conor M. Savoy, Janina Staguhn Covid-19 has increased human 
interaction with the environment and disregard for environmental norms by both individuals and 
nations. This brings unprecedented challenges to natural resource management, a key component of 
USAID’s Indo-Pacific Strategy.  
 
Report 
The Chinese Communist Party Targets the Private Sector 
October 8, 2020 | Scott Livingston To better understand the CCP’s ambitions, the Freeman Chair has 
commissioned a translation of the “Opinion on Strengthening the United Front Work of the Private 
Economy in the New Era.” It calls for the Party’s increased engagement and leadership in the private 
economy.  
 
Report 
Defense Acquisition Trends 2020: Topline DoD Trends 
October 8, 2020 | Rhys McCormick For more than a decade, CSIS Defense-Industrial Initiatives Group 
published an annual report examining trends in what DoD is buying, how DoD is buying it, & from 
whom DoD is buying. This brief presents the topline DoD contract trends for Fiscal Year 2019.  
 
Report 
Climate Solutions Series: Decarbonizing Heavy Industry 
October 5, 2020 | Stephen J. Naimoli, Sarah Ladislaw In the fourth brief of the Climate Solutions 
Series, the CSIS Energy Security and Climate Change Program investigates the technologies and 
policies necessary to deeply decarbonize heavy industries such as cement, chemicals, and steel.  
 
 
ODI   [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://www.odi.org/  
Selected Press Releases & Reports 
Digital approaches to adolescent mental health: a review of the literature 
Working and discussion papers | October 2020 | Lucia Rost with Fiona Samuels, Carmen Leon-
Himmelstine and Rachel Marcus 
A literature review about digital approaches to addressing adolescent mental health and psychosocial-
related challenges in LMICs. 
 
Covid-19 economic recovery: fiscal stimulus choices for lower-income countries 
Briefing papers | October 2020 | Iain Steel and Tom Harris 
This paper explores how lower-income countries can use spending increases and tax reductions to 
support their economies to recover from Covid-19. 
 
 
RoRI [Research on Research Institute]  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://researchonresearch.org/ 
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We're an open and independent new initiative providing data, analysis and intelligence on how to make 
research systems more strategic, open, diverse and inclusive. 
RoRI News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Urban Institute   [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://www.urban.org/publications 
Publications 
Effects of the Back on Track Model on College Persistence and Completion  
This brief finds that participation in the Opportunity Works initiative increased the likelihood of 
opportunity youth enrolling in postsecondary programs and earning a postsecondary credential in 
South King County. Opportunity Works was a three-year effort led by JFF with the Aspen Institute 
Forum for Community Solutions to help opportunity youth—young people ages 16 to 24 not in school 
or meaningfully employed—  
Breno Braga, Theresa Anderson, H. Elizabeth Peters 
October 9, 2020  
Brief 
  
An Evaluation of the $tand By Me® Financial Coaching Program  
Financial coaching programs are increasingly popular services offered to help people with low and 
middle incomes navigate their finances. Despite these programs’ growing prevalence across the US, 
evidence about their effectiveness is still emerging. To add to the evidence base, Urban Institute staff 
evaluated a uniquely structured program in Delaware: $tand By Me ($BM). For the past decade, the 
state of  
Diana Elliott, Brett Theodos, Daniel Teles, Adaeze Okoli, Benny Docter 
October 8, 2020  
Research Report 
  
How $tand By Me Has Helped Delaware Residents Improve Their Financial Well-Being  
Financial coaching programs are increasingly popular services offered to help people with low and 
middle incomes navigate their finances. Despite these programs’ growing prevalence, evidence about 
their effectiveness is still emerging. We evaluated a statewide public-private partnership financial 
coaching program in Delaware: $tand By Me ($BM). This fact sheet highlights the key findings from 
analysis of credit  
Brett Theodos, Daniel Teles, Benny Docter 
October 8, 2020  
Fact Sheet 
  
A Supreme Court Ruling Finding the Affordable Care Act Unconstitutional Would Have 
Widespread Negative Implications  
In November 2020, the Supreme Court will hear oral arguments in California v. Texas, where the 
plaintiff argues that the entire ACA is unconstitutional in the absence of the individual mandate 
penalties. Researchers in the Urban Institute’s Health Policy Center have spent much of the past 
decade compiling evidence on how the ACA has affected individual and family health care coverage, 
access, and affordability,  
Stacey McMorrow, John Holahan 
October 8, 2020  
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Brief 
  
Evaluation and Analytics to Improve, Not Just Evaluate, Program Performance  
Federal agencies are increasingly using evaluation and analytics to better understand their programs, 
partially motivated by the 2019 Evidence Act requirement to boost evidence capacity. Evaluation and 
analytics are often used to learn and disseminate findings about which programs effectively advance 
progress and which do not. However, evidence, including that from data analytics and evaluations, can 
also  
Batia Katz, Shelley Metzenbaum 
October 8, 2020  
Brief 
  
How Would Joe Biden Reform Social Security and Supplemental Security Income?  
Joe Biden has proposed increasing Social Security revenue, enhancing Social Security benefits, and 
expanding Supplemental Security Income, a program that provides cash benefits to low-income older 
adults and people with disabilities. Our projections show that his proposals would lift more than 1 
million people out of poverty in 2021 and cut the poverty rate for adult Social Security beneficiaries 
over the coming  
Karen E. Smith, Richard W. Johnson, Melissa M. Favreault 
October 8, 2020  
Brief 
  
Taking Neighborhood Mobility to Scale through the Housing Choice Voucher Program  
This brief explores how the federal government can invest in enhancements to the Housing Choice 
Voucher (HCV) program to fulfill the program’s unmet goal of ensuring low-income families can live in 
opportunity-rich neighborhoods. As the COVID-19 pandemic highlights and intensifies racial and 
economic inequalities in the United States, the urgency to identify scalable strategies to broaden 
geographic (and  
Martha M. Galvez, Sarah Oppenheimer 
October 7, 2020  
Brief 
  
How Can Cities Create More Equitable Transportation Systems?  
All Americans need some form of transportation to access employment, education, health care, and 
other services. But not everyone has equal access to high-quality, reliable, and safe transportation. 
This fact sheet highlights recommendations for how to increase transportation equity from case studies 
of four metropolitan regions.  
Christina Plerhoples Stacy, Yipeng Su, Eleanor Noble, Alena Stern, Kristin Blagg, Macy Rainer, Richard 
Ezike 
October 6, 2020  
Fact Sheet 
  
Access to Opportunity through Equitable Transportation  
Transportation is key to accessing such opportunities as employment, education, and health care. But 
not everyone has equal access to high-quality, reliable, and safe transportation. Leaders making 
decisions about expanding or cutting transportation services often lack clear definitions and measures 
of equity with which to make these choices. In this report, we examine transportation equity and 
inclusion in  
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Christina Plerhoples Stacy, Yipeng Su, Eleanor Noble, Alena Stern, Kristin Blagg, Macy Rainer, Richard 
Ezike 
October 6, 2020  
Research Report 
  
Addressing Trauma and Victimization in Women’s Prisons  
Women are the fastest-growing incarcerated population in the United States. Despite this drastic 
increase, correctional institutions often lack awareness and understanding of the victimization that 
many—if not most—incarcerated women experience before incarceration (Bloom 2015). Many women 
bring past trauma into prison settings, where they often experience similar violence, abuse, and 
trauma. In 2017, the  
Storm Ervin, Jahnavi Jagannath, Janine M. Zweig, Janeen Buck Willison, Kierra B. Jones, Katy 
Maskolunas, Benjamin McCarty, Chafica Agha 
October 5, 2020  
Research Report 
   
 
The Wistar Institute   [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://www.wistar.org/news/press-releases 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Economic Forum    [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/ 
Media 
Unemployment Main Concern for Business Leaders but Climate is Moving Up List of Top 
Risks  
News 07 Oct 2020  
 

 
*                      *                       *                        * 
 
 

:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will primarily monitor press/media releases announcing key initiatives and new research from a 
growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, humanitarian 
response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended to be exhaustive, but 
indicative.  
 
 

Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/ 
Press Release 
The Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group Announces New Allen Distinguished Investigators 
October 8, 2020 
   Collaborative projects funded by the awards will address important questions about 
neurodegenerative disease, nucleus biology, and protein turnover 
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News 
Accelerating Frontier Science | The Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group 
October 7, 2020 
   The Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group seeks pioneers and explorers willing to make big advancements, 
take risks, ask questions, be tenacious, and have curiosity to change the face of biology. 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
Press Releases and Statements  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Blue Meridian Partners [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/ 
Blue Meridian Partners is a new capital aggregation collaboration that plans to invest at least $1 billion 
in high-performance nonprofits that are poised to have truly national impact for economically 
disadvantaged children and youth.  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Annie E. Casey Foundation   [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/ 
Newsroom 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clinton Foundation  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements 
Press Release  
October 6, 2020  
Clinton Foundation and Verizon partner to promote student social impact innovation 
 
 
Co Impact   [to 10 Oct 2020] 
www.co-impact.io 
Co-Impact is a global philanthropic collaborative for systems change focused on improving the lives of 
millions of people around the world. 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Ford Foundation  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://www.fordfoundation.org/press-room/ 
The Latest 
News   9 October 2020  
Ford Foundation Announces $180 Million in New Funding for U.S. Racial Justice Efforts  
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
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J. Paul Getty Trust  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://news.getty.edu/ 
Latest News 
Getty Research Institute Presents 12 Sunsets, An Interactive Website Exploring 12 years 
of Ed Ruscha's Photos of Sunset Boulevard  
October 07, 2020 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press 
GHIT was set up in 2012 with the aim of developing new tools to tackle infectious diseases that No 
new digest content identified. 
 
 

Grameen Foundation    [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://grameenfoundation.org/stories/press-releases 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/  
Latest Updates  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
Press Release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IKEA Foundation    [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/ 
Stories  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news  
Oct 07 2020   Institute 
Jennifer Doudna Awarded 2020 Nobel Prize in Chemistry 
   The Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences announced today that Howard Hughes Medical Institute 
(HHMI) Investigator Jennifer Doudna of University of California, Berkeley, and Emmanuelle Charpentier 
of the Max Planck Unit for the Science of Pathogens are the recipients of the 2020 Nobel Prize in 
Chemistry for the development of a method for genome editing.  
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Kaiser Family Foundation  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://www.kff.org/search/?post_type=press-release 
October 8, 2020   News Release  
Average Family Premiums Rose 4% to $21,342 in 2020, Benchmark KFF Employer Health 
Benefit Survey Finds 
   San Francisco – Annual family premiums for employer-sponsored health insurance rose 4% to 
average $21,342 this year, according to the 2020 benchmark KFF Employer Health Benefits Survey. On 
average, workers this year are contributing $5,588 toward the cost of family coverage, with employers 
paying the rest. The survey was conducted… 
 
 
Kellogg Foundation  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media 
Selected Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Aga Khan Foundation   [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation 
Press Releases 
8 October 2020 
AKDN partners with HRH Prince William to launch prestigious Earthshot prize  
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
6 October 2020 
AKAH and the Government of Gilgit-Baltistan partner to combat climate change and 
natural disasters  
 
 
MacArthur Foundation  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://www.macfound.org/ 
News, Events, What We’re Learning 
MacArthur Fellows 
October 6, 2020 
 
More Energy Efficient Corporate Cooling  
October 7, 2020  
Grantee Research  
   Corporations in India and the Middle East are using more efficient cooling which saves costs as it 
lowers greenhouse gas emissions, according to a briefing on the EP100 Cooling Challenge. Non-
residential cooling demand is increasing as the world warms, and the Challenge helped forward-
thinking businesses lead efforts to improve efficiency across offices, factories, retail stores, and hotels. 
Air conditioning is one tenth of global electricity demand, and this initiative, part of the MacArthur-
supported Kigali Cooling Efficiency Program, aims to drive action in the private sector. 
 
Documentation of Human Rights Abuses and Impunity 
October 6, 2020  
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Grantee Research  
   A Spanish-language report presents findings from systematic documentation of human rights crimes 
Mexican security agencies committed while fighting drug trafficking and organized crime, recorded by 
the Comision Mexicana de Defensa y Promocion de los Derechos Humanos (Mexican Commission for 
the Defense and Promotion of Human Rights). The report helps improve understanding of the 
structures that enable state authorities to operate with impunity. The Commission, a MacArthur-
grantee, aims to illuminate state impunity and contribute to the understanding of Mexico’s human 
rights abuses since 2006, contributing a new narrative. 
 
Redefining Success for Prosecutors 
October 5, 2020  
Grantee Research  
   A guide outlines ways to implement formal systems to measure success for prosecutors based on 
research from Florida International University. Defining, or redefining, success for prosecutors’ offices 
with formal and measurable metrics can help prosecutors improve capacity and efficiency; community 
safety and wellbeing; and equity, fairness, and justice. The MacArthur-supported guide focuses on 
metrics that are objective, data-informed, impact-oriented, responsive to community needs, and 
comprehensive. 
 
 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation   [to 10 Oct 2020] 

https://mellon.org/ 
Mellon News, Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://www.moore.org/news 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Open Society Foundations  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/newsroom 
Press releases 
October 7, 2020  
Open Society to Increase Commitment to Global COVID-19 Response  
The Foundations will devote an additional $70 million to support the hardest-hit communities. 
 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://www.packard.org/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Pew Charitable Trusts  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room 
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Press Releases & Statements  
October 6, 2020 
Commercial Tuna Fishing Contributes More Than $40 Billion Annually to Global Economy 
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/ 
Oct 07 2020 
Press Releases 
“Together We Win”, The Rockefeller Foundation & Google.org Further Commitment to 
Black & Latino-Led Businesses Affected By Covid-19 
Launched in June 2020, the campaign identifies and helps drive long-term solutions sought for those 
most impacted by the Covid-19 pandemic Oakland, California - Oct. 6, 2020— “Together We Win” | 
“Juntos … 
 
Oct 06 2020 
Press Releases 
National Nonprofit Resilience Force and City of New Orleans Launch New Resilience Corps 
Jobs Program 
Innovative Pilot Creates Jobs for Those Unemployed Due to Covid-19 and Supports Disproportionately 
Impacted Communities in Recovery New Orleans, Oct. 6, 2020 - Today, Resilience Force – the national 
nonprofit working … 
 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom.html 
Latest News and Highlights 
The Impact of Coronavirus on Households in Rural America  
   The final survey report in a series of five from NPR, RWJF, and the Harvard T.H. Chan School of 
Public Health, highlights distinct challenges that rural communities are facing while handling the 
coronavirus outbreak due to long-standing systemic health and social inequities.   
 
 
Science Philanthropy Alliance   [to 10 Oct 2020] 
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/ 
“…a group of organizations working together to increase philanthropic support for basic scientific 
research on a global basis…” 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SDG Philanthropy Platform 
http://sdgfunders.org/ 
SDG Philanthropy Platform is a collaboration between philanthropy and the greater international 
development community led by Foundation Center, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
and Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, and supported by the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, Ford 
Foundation and the MasterCard Foundation, the Brach Family Foundation, and other key organizations 
such as Asociación de Fundaciones Empresariales (AFE) in Colombia, Brach Family Charitable 
Foundation, CAF America, Council on Foundations, East Africa Association of Grantmakers (EAAG), 

https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room/press-releases-and-statements/2020/10/06/pew-commercial-tuna-fishing-contributes-more-than-40-billion-annually-to-global-economy
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/news/together-we-win-the-rockefeller-foundation-google-org-further-commitment-to-black-latino-led-businesses-affected-by-covid-19/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/news/together-we-win-the-rockefeller-foundation-google-org-further-commitment-to-black-latino-led-businesses-affected-by-covid-19/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/news/national-nonprofit-resilience-force-and-city-of-new-orleans-launch-new-resilience-corps-jobs-program/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/news/national-nonprofit-resilience-force-and-city-of-new-orleans-launch-new-resilience-corps-jobs-program/
https://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom.html
https://www.rwjf.org/en/library/research/2020/09/the-impact-of-coronavirus-on-households-across-america.html
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/
http://sdgfunders.org/


   

  

European Foundation Centre, Filantropi Indonesia (FI), GlobalGiving, The Humanitarian Forum, World 
Congress of Muslim Philanthropists, and Worldwide Initiatives for Grantmaker Support (WINGS). 
Selected Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://sloan.org/about/press  
Press Releases  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
Explainer | 5 October 2020  
What are monoclonal antibodies – and can they treat Covid-19? 
   For more than 30 years, monoclonal antibodies have transformed the way we treat many diseases. 
Researchers think they are also one of the most promising treatments for Covid-19. Here's why. 
 
Explainer | 5 October 2020  
How can we get effective treatments for Covid-19? 
   From repurposed drugs to new therapies – researchers are working at incredible speed to find the 
best ways to treat Covid-19 patients. 
 

:::::: 
 
Candid [formerly Foundation Center and GuideStar]  [to 10 Oct 2020 
https://candid.org/about/press-room?fcref=pg 
Press Room 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Council on Foundations  [to 10 Oct 2020] 
https://www.cof.org/newsroom 
Newsroom 
Blog Posts 
Building Trust, Breaking Tradition: How Foundations Can More Effectively Respond in 
Times of Crisis 
Thursday, October 8, 2020 - 11:20am 
By: Megan Campbell 
   When the Council on Foundations published A Call to Action: Philanthropy’s Commitment during 
COVID-19 in March, the COVID-19 pandemic was in its early stages. Now, its impact has surpassed 
many of our worst fears, and an economic recession and long-standing racial injustices add to this 
moment of crisis. Foundations continue to strive to shift their practices across the world to improve 
how they work with their nonprofit partners and how to respond to crises. This blog explores how 
listening to communities can help global foundations respond to these challenging times, even those 
many miles removed from the communities they serve. 

 

https://sloan.org/about/press
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news
https://wellcome.org/news/what-are-monoclonal-antibodies-can-they-treat-covid-19
https://wellcome.org/news/how-can-we-get-effective-treatments-covid-19
https://candid.org/about/press-room?fcref=pg
https://www.cof.org/newsroom
https://www.cof.org/blogs/amplify/2020-10-08/building-trust-breaking-tradition-how-foundations-can-more-effectively
https://www.cof.org/blogs/amplify/2020-10-08/building-trust-breaking-tradition-how-foundations-can-more-effectively


   

  

 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 
 

:: Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in human 
rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be exhaustive. We will 
add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon recommendation from 
readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content but note that successful access 
to some of the articles and other content may require subscription or other access arrangement unique 
to the publisher. Please suggest additional journals you feel warrant coverage. 
 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
October 2020 Volume 48, Issue 10, p1133-1286  
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
October 2020 Volume 59, Issue 4, p469-620  
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
October 2020  110(S3) Supplement 3 2020 
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
Volume 103, Issue 3, September 2020  
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/14761645/103/3 

[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
6 October 2020  Volume 173, Issue 7 
http://annals.org/aim/issue 
Medicine and Public Issues 
Institutional Review Board Quality, Private Equity, and Promoting Ethical Human Subjects 
Research 
Holly Fernandez Lynch, JD, MBE and Stephen Rosenfeld, MD, MBA 
   Several U.S. senators have raised concerns about the growing trends of private equity ownership and 
consolidation of for-profit institutional review boards (IRBs). This article summarizes the challenges in 
assessing IRB quality, explores the pros and cons of the for-profit and nonprofit IRB models, and 
presents a new model of IRB oversight. 

http://www.ajicjournal.org/current
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/14761645/103/3
http://annals.org/aim/issue
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/M20-1674
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/M20-1674
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/M20-1674
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/M20-1674


   

  

 
 
Antiquity – A Review of World Archeology 
Issue 377 - October 2020 
https://antiquity.ac.uk/latest 

[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Artificial Intelligence – An International Journal 
Volume 288   November 2020 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/artificial-intelligence/vol/288/suppl/C 

[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed 10 Oct 2020) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Global Health 
October 2020 - Volume 5 - 10 
https://gh.bmj.com/content/5/10 

[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 10 Oct 2020) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 10 Oct 2020) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Medical Ethics  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 
(Accessed 10 Oct 2020)  
Debate 
Human genome editing: how to prevent rogue actors  
Authors: Beverley A. Townsend 
6 October 2020 
 
 
BMC Medicine 

https://antiquity.ac.uk/latest
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/artificial-intelligence/vol/288/suppl/C
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/
https://gh.bmj.com/content/5/10
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content
https://bmcmedethics.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12910-020-00527-w


   

  

http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content 
(Accessed 10 Oct 2020)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content 
(Accessed 10 Oct 2020) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Public Health 
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles 
(Accessed 10 Oct 2020) 
Exploring attitudes of adolescents and caregivers towards community-based delivery of 
the HPV vaccine: a qualitative study  
Human Papillomavirus (HPV) vaccination among adolescents is an important strategy to prevent 
cervical and other cancers in adulthood. However, uptake remains far below the Healthy People 2020 
targets for the U...  
Authors: Shoba Ramanadhan, Constance Fontanet, Marina Teixeira, Sitara Mahtani and Ingrid Katz 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2020 20:1531  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 9 October 2020 
 
 
BMC Research Notes  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content 
(Accessed 10 Oct 2020) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Open 
October 2020 - Volume 10 - 10 
https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/10/10 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
  
Bulletin of the World Health Organization   
Volume 98, Number 10, October 2020, 645-724 
https://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/98/10/en/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Child Care, Health and Development  
Volume 46, Issue 5   Pages: 537-649   September 2020 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13652214/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 

http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles
https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-020-09632-2
https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-020-09632-2
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content
https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/10/10
https://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/98/10/en/
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13652214/current


   

  

 
Child Abuse and Neglect: The International Journal 
Volume 108   October 2020 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/child-abuse-and-neglect/vol/108/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Clinical Therapeutics 
August 2020 Volume 42, Issue 8, p1425-1624, e115-e160  
http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Clinical Trials 
Volume 17 Issue 5, October 2020  
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/ctja/17/5 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Conflict and Health 
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 10 Oct 2020] 
Research in practice  
Community engagement and building trust to resolve ethical challenges during 
humanitarian crises: experience from the CAGED study  
Authors: Getnet Yimer, Wondwossen Gebreyes, Arie Havelaar, Jemal Yousuf, Sarah McKune, 
Abdulmuen Mohammed and Dónal O’Mathúna 
6 October 2020 
Background 
According to the Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre report on global human displacement, 
Ethiopia has the highest number of newly displaced people forced to flee their homes. Displaced people 
have arrived in other regions, sometimes leading to conflict. Several regions in Ethiopia experience on-
going ethnic tensions and violence between tribes, which leaves smallholder farmers suspicious of any 
outside activities in their locale, assuming other ethnic groups may harm them. Changes in the central 
Ethiopian government have also led to suspicion of non-local agencies. The Campylobacter Genomics 
and Enteric Dysfunction (CAGED) research project’s objective is to improve the incomes, livelihoods 
and nutrition of smallholder farmers and was conducted during this period of increasing violence. The 
project aims to assess the impact of reducing exposure to chicken excreta on young children’s gut 
health and growth. This paper does not report empirical findings from CAGED, but is part of a series 
that aims to identify challenges in humanitarian research and reports on mitigation strategies during 
this research. 
 
 
Contemporary Clinical Trials 
Volume 96   September 2020 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/contemporary-clinical-trials/vol/96/suppl/C 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/child-abuse-and-neglect/vol/108/suppl/C
http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/current
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/ctja/17/5
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/
https://conflictandhealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13031-020-00313-w
https://conflictandhealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13031-020-00313-w
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/contemporary-clinical-trials/vol/96/suppl/C


   

  

 
The CRISPR Journal 
Volume 3, Issue 4 / August 2020 
https://www.liebertpub.com/toc/crispr/3/4 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Current Genetic Medicine Reports 
Volume 8, issue 3, September 2020 
https://link.springer.com/journal/40142/volumes-and-issues/8-3 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Current Opinion in Infectious Diseases 
October 2020 - Volume 33 - Issue 5  
https://journals.lww.com/co-infectiousdiseases/pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Developing World Bioethics 
Volume 20, Issue 3  Pages: 115-171  September 2020 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14718847/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Development in Practice  
Volume 30, Issue 6, 2020 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cdip20/current 
New sectoral perspectives on international NGOs: scale, dynamics and influences. Guest 
Editors: Nicola Banks, Lau Schulpen, and Dan Brockington 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Development Policy Review 
Volume 38, Issue 5  Pages: 539-681  September 2020  
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14677679/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disability and Rehabilitation: Assistive Technology 
Volume 15, Issue 7, 2020 
http://informahealthcare.com/toc/idt/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disaster Medicine and Public Health Preparedness  
Volume 14 - Issue 2 - April 2020  

https://www.liebertpub.com/toc/crispr/3/4
https://link.springer.com/journal/40142/volumes-and-issues/8-3
https://journals.lww.com/co-infectiousdiseases/pages/currenttoc.aspx
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14718847/current
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cdip20/current
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14677679/current
http://informahealthcare.com/toc/idt/current


   

  

https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/disaster-medicine-and-public-health-preparedness/latest-
issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disasters 
Volume 44, Issue 4  Pages: 619-752  October 2020 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14677717/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
EMBO Reports  
Volume 21  Issue 10   5 October 2020 
https://www.embopress.org/toc/14693178/current 
Opinion   7 September 2020   Free Access 
Open Access, Plan S, and researchers’ needs 
Shina Caroline   Lynn Kamerlin 
   Mandates with the aim to enforce Open Access publishing, such as Plan S, need to respect 
researchers’ needs and should contribute to the broader goal of Open Science. 
 
 
Emerging Infectious Diseases 
Volume 26, Number 10—October 2020 
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Epidemics 
Volume 32   September 2020 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/epidemics/vol/32/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Epidemiology and Infection 
Volume 148 - 2020  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/epidemiology-and-infection/latest-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Ethics & Human Research  
Volume 42, Issue 5   Pages: 1-40   September–October 2020 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/25782363/current 
Participants with autism • Big data and pragmatic trials • Covid‐19 research 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Ethics & International Affairs 
Summer 2020 (34.2)   July 2020  

https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/disaster-medicine-and-public-health-preparedness/latest-issue
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/disaster-medicine-and-public-health-preparedness/latest-issue
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14677717/current
https://www.embopress.org/toc/14693178/current
https://www.embopress.org/doi/10.15252/embr.202051568
https://www.embopress.org/doi/10.15252/embr.202051568
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/epidemics/vol/32/suppl/C
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/epidemiology-and-infection/latest-issue
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/25782363/current


   

  

https://www.ethicsandinternationalaffairs.org/2020/summer-2020-34-2/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The European Journal of Public Health 
Volume 30, Issue Supplement_4, September 2020 
https://academic.oup.com/eurpub/issue/30/Supplement_4 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Food Policy   
Volume 95   August 2020 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/food-policy/vol/95/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Food Security  
Volume 12, Issue 4, August 2020 
https://link.springer.com/journal/12571/12/4 
Worldwide disruptions of food systems and the search of enduring food security amidst 
Covid-19 
   Most of the articles in this Special Issue are short, Opinion articles. There are however two research 
papers, and the Special Issue starts with a large Opinion-Overview prepared by the Editorial Board of 
Food Security. 
   Contributions from many institutions have reached us to form this special issue: 
:: from numerous Universities from the global North and South (Pennsylvania State University, 
University of Pretoria, Leibniz University in Hannover, McGill University, Montana State University, 
Nanjing Agricultural University, Nanyang Technological University Singapore, National University of 
Singapore, Sheffield Hallam University, Zhejiang University, Lappeenranta University of Technology, 
University of Sydney, and Wageningen University; 
:: from many Institutes (CIAT, CIMMYT, CIP, GIGA-Germany, ICRISAT, IDS, IFPRI, INRAE, and the 
World Vegetable Center), and, beyond the academia, 
:: from International Organisations (WHO); 
:: NGOs and Foundations: the M S Swaminathan Research Foundation, Chennai, India; Oxfam; and 
Seed System. 
   These contributions may be broadly distributed in four groups: the impacts of the ongoing pandemic 
on food security, the resilience mechanisms to such crises, the development of resilient food systems, 
and the policies to be considered. 
 
 
Forced Migration Review (FMR) 
FMR 643  June 2020 
https://www.fmreview.org/issue64 
Climate crisis and local communities / Trafficking and smuggling / COVID-19: early 
reflections  
June 2020  

https://www.ethicsandinternationalaffairs.org/2020/summer-2020-34-2/
https://academic.oup.com/eurpub/issue/30/Supplement_4
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/food-policy/vol/95/suppl/C
https://link.springer.com/journal/12571/12/4
https://www.fmreview.org/issue64


   

  

   FMR issue 64 includes two main feature themes, one on Climate crisis and local communities and one 
on Trafficking and smuggling, plus a ‘mini-feature’ on early reflections on COVID-19 in the context of 
displacement. 
 
 
Forum for Development Studies 
Volume 47, 2020 - Issue 2 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/sfds20/current  
Issue Theme: Challenges in an era of new North-South divides. Research in the time of 
Covid-19 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Gates Open Research 
https://gatesopenresearch.org/browse/articles 
[Accessed 10 Oct 2020] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Genome Medicine 
https://genomemedicine.biomedcentral.com/articles 
[Accessed 10 Oct 2020] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Geoheritage  
Volume 12, Issue 3, September 2020 
https://link.springer.com/journal/12371/12/3 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Health Action  
Volume 12, 2019  Issue 1 
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/zgha20/12/sup1?nav=tocList 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Health: Science and Practice (GHSP) 
Vol. 8, No. 3   October 01, 2020  
http://www.ghspjournal.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Public Health  
Volume 15, 2020   Issue 10 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rgph20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 

http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/sfds20/current
https://gatesopenresearch.org/browse/articles
https://genomemedicine.biomedcentral.com/articles
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Globalization and Health 
http://www.globalizationandhealth.com/  
Content type: Research 
Equity and elderly health in India: reflections from 75th round National Sample Survey, 
2017–18, amidst the COVID-19 pandemic  
Authors: Alok Ranjan and V. R. Muraleedharan 
8 October 2020 
 
 
Health Affairs  
Vol. 39, No. 9   September 2020  
https://www.healthaffairs.org/toc/hlthaff/current 
Medicare Payment Incentives, Medicaid & More 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health and Human Rights 
Volume 22, Issue 1, June 2020 
https://www.hhrjournal.org/volume-22-issue-1-june-2020/ 
Special Section: Mental Health and Human Rights 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Economics, Policy and Law  
Volume 15 - Issue 4 - October 2020  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/health-economics-policy-and-law/latest-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Policy and Planning 
Volume 35, Issue 7, August 2020 
https://academic.oup.com/heapol/issue/35/7 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Research Policy and Systems 
http://www.health-policy-systems.com/content 
[Accessed 10 Oct 2020] 
Content type: Research 
Strengthening National Immunization Technical Advisory Groups in resource-limited 
settings: current and potential linkages with polio national certification committees  
Authors: Sharon A. Greene, Blanche-Philomene Melanga Anya, Humayun Asghar, Irtaza A. Chaudhri, S. 
Deblina Datta, Morgane E. Donadel, Koffi Isidore Kouadio, Abigail M. Shefer and Kathleen F. Cavallaro 
6 October 2020 
   Countries are transitioning assets and functions from polio eradication to integrated immunization 
and surveillance activities. We assessed the extent of linkages between and perceptions of National 
Immunization Technical Advisory Groups (NITAGs) and National Certification Committees (NCCs) for 

http://www.globalizationandhealth.com/
https://globalizationandhealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12992-020-00619-7
https://globalizationandhealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12992-020-00619-7
https://www.healthaffairs.org/toc/hlthaff/current
https://www.hhrjournal.org/volume-22-issue-1-june-2020/
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/health-economics-policy-and-law/latest-issue
https://academic.oup.com/heapol/issue/35/7
http://www.health-policy-systems.com/content
https://health-policy-systems.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12961-020-00632-7
https://health-policy-systems.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12961-020-00632-7


   

  

polio eradication to understand how linkages can be leveraged to improve efficiencies of these expert 
bodies. 
 
 
Human Gene Therapy 
Volume 31, Issue 17-18 / September 2020 
https://www.liebertpub.com/toc/hum/31/17-18 
Special Issue on Gene and Cell Therapies for Pulmonary Disorders 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Human Rights Quarterly 
Volume 42, Number 3, August 2020 
https://muse.jhu.edu/issue/42690 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Humanitarian Exchange Magazine 
Number 78,  October 2020  
https://odihpn.org/magazine/inclusion-of-persons-with-disabilities-in-humanitarian-action-what-now/ 
Disability inclusion in humanitarian action 
by HPN October 2020  
The theme of this edition of Humanitarian Exchange, co-edited with Sherin Alsheikh Ahmed from 
Islamic Relief Worldwide, is disability inclusion in humanitarian action. Persons with disabilities are not 
only disproportionately impacted by conflicts, disasters and other emergencies, but also face barriers to 
accessing humanitarian assistance. At the same time, global commitments and standards and the IASC 
Guidelines on the inclusion of persons with disabilities in humanitarian action all emphasise how 
persons with disabilities are also active agents of change. Disability and age-focused organisations have 
led on testing and demonstrating how inclusion can be done better. Yet despite this progress, 
challenges to effective inclusion remain. 
 
As Kirstin Lange notes in the lead article, chief among these challenges is humanitarian agencies’ lack 
of engagement with organisations of persons with disabilities. Simione Bula, Elizabeth Morgan and 
Teresa Thomson look at disability inclusion in humanitarian response in the Pacific, and Kathy Al Jubeh 
and Alradi Abdalla argue for a ‘participation revolution’, building on learning from the gender 
movement. Tchaurea Fleury and Sulayman AbdulMumuni Ujah outline how the Bridge Article 11 
training initiative is encouraging constructive exchange between humanitarian and disability actors. The 
lack of good, disaggregated data is highlighted by Sarah Collinson; Frances Hill, Jim Cranshaw and 
Carys Hughes emphasise the need for training resources in local languages and accessible formats; and 
Sophie Van Eetvelt and colleagues report on a review of the evidence on inclusion of people with 
disabilities and older people. 
 
Rebecca Molyneux and co-authors analyse the findings of a review of a DFID programme in north-east 
Nigeria, while Carolin Funke highlights the importance of strategic partnerships between disability-
focused organisations, drawing on her research in Cox’s Bazar. Sherin Alsheikh Ahmed describes 
Islamic Relief Worldwide’s approach to mainstreaming protection and inclusion, while Pauline Thivillier 
and Valentina Shafina outline IRC’s Client Responsive Programming. The edition ends with reflections 
by Mirela Turcanu and Yves Ngunzi Kahashi on CAFOD’s SADI approach. 

https://www.liebertpub.com/toc/hum/31/17-18
https://muse.jhu.edu/issue/42690
https://odihpn.org/magazine/inclusion-of-persons-with-disabilities-in-humanitarian-action-what-now/
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Infectious Agents and Cancer  
http://www.infectagentscancer.com/content 
[Accessed 10 Oct 2020] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Infectious Diseases of Poverty  
http://www.idpjournal.com/content 
[Accessed 10 Oct 2020]  
Towards integrated surveillance-response systems for the prevention of future pandemics  
Authors: Jakob Zinsstag, Jürg Utzinger, Nicole Probst-Hensch, Lv Shan and Xiao-Nong Zhou 
Content type: Opinion 
7 October 2020 
 
Crowdsourcing to identify social innovation initiatives in health in low- and middle-income 
countries  
Crowdsourcing is a distributed problem-solving and production mechanism that leverages the collective 
intelligence of non-expert individuals and networked communities for specific goals. Social innovation 
(SI) initiatives aim to address health challenges in a sustainable manner, with a potential to strengthen 
health systems. They are developed by actors from different backgrounds and disciplines. This paper 
describes the application of crowdsourcing as a research method to explore SI initiatives in health. 
Authors: Lindi van Niekerk, Arturo Ongkeko Jr., Rachel Alice Hounsell, Barwani Khaura Msiska, Don 
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JAMA  
October 6, 2020, Vol 324, No. 13, Pages 1261-1362  
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/currentissue 
Viewpoint 
COVID-19 and the Path to Immunity  
David S. Stephens, MD; M. Juliana McElrath, MD, PhD  
free access has active quiz  
JAMA. 2020;324(13):1279-1281. doi:10.1001/jama.2020.16656  
   This Viewpoint reviews what is known about acute and long-term B-cell, antibody, and T-cell 
responses to SARS-CoV-2 infection and explains how each are implicated in vaccine candidates likely to 
be effective and durably protective again COVID-19. 
 
Viewpoint 
Emergency Use Authorizations During the COVID-19 PandemicLessons From 
Hydroxychloroquine for Vaccine Authorization and Approval  
Kyle Thomson, JD, MPH; Herschel Nachlis, PhD  
free access has active quiz has multimedia has audio  
JAMA. 2020;324(13):1282-1283. doi:10.1001/jama.2020.16253  
This Viewpoint uses the FDA’s Emergency Use Authorization (EUA) of hydroxychloroquine for COVID-19 
treatment to emphasize the costs of premature regulatory authorizations to public health and trust, and 
proposes the use of advisory committees, requirements for postmarketing surveillance, and adherence 
to standards of transparency for any future EUAs. 
 
Viewpoint 
Regulatory Decision-making on COVID-19 Vaccines During a Public Health Emergency  
Jerry Avorn, MD; Aaron Kesselheim, MD, JD, MPH  
free access has active quiz has multimedia has audio  
JAMA. 2020;324(13):1284-1285. doi:10.1001/jama.2020.17101  
   This Viewpoint reviews the enormous political and public pressures the FDA is likely to be under in 
fall 2020 to provide emergency authorization or approval of candidate COVID-19 vaccines, and urges 
adherence to existing science-based protocols for approval to ensure vaccine safety and acceptance 
and thus protect the public’s health. 
 
Editorial 
Reassuring the Public and Clinical Community About the Scientific Review and Approval of 
a COVID-19 Vaccine  
Howard Bauchner, MD; Preeti N. Malani, MD, MSJ; Joshua Sharfstein, MD  
   Public perception of the review of medications and vaccines for coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) 
has become enmeshed in politics. The pressure on the US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and 
Commissioner Stephen Hahn, MD, to approve the broad use of a COVID-19 vaccine in the coming 
months will be immense. However, a lack of clarity about the agency’s approach—coupled with a 
stream of announcements from various federal agencies and pharmaceutical companies—has led to 
confusion and concern. Greater clarity and transparency about the review process as well as the full 
engagement of the relevant federal advisory committees can inspire understanding and trust. 
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A flurry of recent statements has captured headlines. Commissioner Hahn indicated that the FDA is 
willing to use an Emergency Use Authorization (EUA) for vaccines before phase 3 trials are complete.1 
An EUA provides a rapid approach to facilitate availability and use of biologics, drugs, vaccines, devices, 
and diagnostic tests (referred to as “medical countermeasures”) during a public health emergency.2 
Some medical experts have suggested that this approach is inappropriate. On August 27, 2020, the US 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) instructed states to begin to prepare for distribution 
of a vaccine in the coming months.3 On September 3, the chief executive officer (CEO) of Pfizer 
announced that the company will have sufficient data to know if its vaccine is effective by the end of 
October and will consider filing for EUA.4,5 But on September 4, the White House chief advisor for the 
coronavirus vaccine development program, Operation Warp Speed, announced that it was “extremely 
unlikely but not impossible” that a vaccine could be available by the end of October.6 
 
On September 8 the CEOs of 9 pharmaceutical companies released a joint pledge that they are 
committed to “developing and testing potential vaccines for COVID-19 in accordance with high ethical 
standards and sound scientific principles.”7 The pledge indicates that they would “only submit for 
approval or emergency use authorization after demonstrating safety and efficacy through a Phase 3 
clinical study that is designed and conducted to meet requirements of expert regulatory authorities 
such as FDA.” The statement does not include any commitment or suggestion that the data 
underpinning their application be shared with any other group.8 These announcements have left some 
clinicians, public health officials, and members of the public bewildered about what is actually 
happening and concerned that vaccines will be made available before safety and effectiveness are fully 
established. 
 
The goal of making available a safe and effective COVID-19 vaccine is widely seen as critical for ending 
the pandemic, and Operation Warp Speed has accelerated the development, testing, and eventual 
distribution of such a vaccine. However, recent polls of adults suggest that as few as 50% of US adults 
are committed to receiving a COVID-19 vaccine,9 and misinformation and conspiracy theories about a 
vaccine abound. Prematurely approving a vaccine could undermine COVID-19 vaccination efforts and 
erode confidence in vaccines more generally. 
 
The path forward starts with support, not mistrust, of the career FDA scientists and officials with the 
expertise to determine whether emerging vaccine candidates are ready for use in specific populations. 
The director of the FDA center responsible for vaccine review, Peter Marks, MD, told the Washington 
Post that the COVID-19 vaccine will only be authorized or licensed when it meets the existing 
guidelines for safety and efficacy.10 This statement of agency policy is reassuring. Rather than 
prejudging any decision, and consistent with the scientific method, FDA staff should have the ability to 
evaluate the data from phase 3 trials and make the case for whether those trials establish safety and 
effectiveness. The staff scientists should then be able to recommend either an EUA or full licensure to 
provide access to a safe and effective vaccine as quickly as possible. If the recommendation is for an 
EUA, the staff scientists should explain why this path was taken and how this would not mean 
compromising on the answers to critical questions. 
 
Beyond internal deliberations within the FDA, a thorough and transparent review process of data 
supporting vaccine approval is essential to building public confidence in a COVID-19 vaccine. 
 
Important safeguards should be established to reassure the clinical community and the public about 
any vaccine approval. The FDA should explain the role of the data and safety monitoring boards 
(DSMBs) for the vaccine trials, the first “independent” group that reviews the data, and any 
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correspondence between the DSMB and the project investigators should be shared with the public. Two 
additional groups have an important consultant responsibility to the government and the public: the 
FDA Vaccines and Related Biological Products Advisory Committee11,12 and the Advisory Committee 
on Immunization Practices (ACIP).13 These advisory groups are composed of medical, scientific, health 
policy, and public health experts who review data and develop recommendations for the use of 
vaccines. 
 
The FDA should share all allowable and available data about a vaccine candidate with the FDA vaccine 
advisory committee and ACIP prior to making any decision about an EUA or approval. Typically, the 
FDA’s vaccine committee makes recommendations prior to agency action, and ACIP soon afterward. In 
this challenging situation, the FDA should seek the input of both committees prior to making a decision. 
An FDA decision consistent with the advice of these independent experts will then reassure the public. 
However, if the FDA goes in a different direction, the agency will need to explain the reasons well to 
avoid confusion and vaccine hesitancy. If either panel is excluded from reviewing data, the FDA may 
struggle to convince the public and clinical community about the strength of the evidence, and vaccine 
uptake may be adversely affected. 
 
Some have expressed concern that political appointees in the executive branch may insist on an EUA 
for a vaccine over the recommendation of FDA career scientists. Such interference would both present 
a direct risk to the US public and cause incalculable damage to public trust in the federal government’s 
ability to make critical scientific decisions. The FDA should be clear at the time of the announcement of 
an EUA or approval of a vaccine if such an EUA or approval had been mandated by members of the 
executive branch against the advice of the agency scientists. In such a scenario, Congress should take 
action to protect the public. 
 
A more nuanced issue is the potential effect of an EUA or approval on ongoing research. The agency 
should work with the National Institutes of Health (NIH) to develop a joint approach to support 
ongoing vaccine trials, including further research on the vaccines in question. It would be unfortunate 
for the FDA and NIH to present conflicting views of a vaccine, as happened with convalescent plasma 
for treatment of severe COVID-19. 
 
This is a time of great societal upheaval, and the response to the pandemic has required difficult 
decisions. An effective COVID-19 vaccine, if widely available and with substantial uptake, will allow 
society over time to return to some semblance of normalcy. The FDA remains the agency to answer the 
core question of when vaccines are safe and effective for the US population. It also remains essential 
for the FDA to be fully informed by independent scientific experts, to promote trust and confidence on 
the path to ending the pandemic. 
 
Clinical Update 
Vaccine Refusal and Measles Outbreaks in the US  
Varun K. Phadke, MD; Robert A. Bednarczyk, MS, PhD; Saad B. Omer, MBBS, MPH, PhD  
has audio  
JAMA. 2020;324(13):1344-1345. doi:10.1001/jama.2020.14828  
This JAMA Insights feature provides a narrative update of a 2016 systematic review documenting an 
association between vaccine refusal and measles epidemiology in the US, and reaffirms based on the 
new evidence that vaccine refusal remains a significant contributor to measles resurgence in the 
postelimination era. 
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JAMA Pediatrics  
October 2020, Vol 174, No. 10, Pages 919-1012  
http://archpedi.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx 
Viewpoint 
School Closure During the Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) PandemicAn Effective 
Intervention at the Global Level?  
Susanna Esposito, MD; Nicola Principi, MD  
free access has active quiz  
JAMA Pediatr. 2020;174(10):921-922. doi:10.1001/jamapediatrics.2020.1892  
This Viewpoint discusses the effectiveness of school closure as a preventive measure during the 
coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic. 
 
Impact of Policy on Children 
Study Designs and Statistical Methods for Studies of Child and Adolescent Health Policies  
Benjamin French, PhD; Elizabeth A. Stuart, PhD  
JAMA Pediatr. 2020;174(10):925-927. doi:10.1001/jamapediatrics.2020.3408  
This Viewpoint discusses selection of data and statistical methods that can be used to estimate policy 
effects using that data. 
   Rigorous empirical studies of the effect of a policy intervention seek to consider (or estimate) what 
outcomes are (or would be) with the policy compared with what outcomes are (or would be) without 
the policy. For example, consider whether decriminalization of adult marijuana use (medical or 
recreational) is associated with adolescent marijuana use.1 As detailed below, one can use data over 
time from states that did and did not decriminalize adult marijuana use and compare observed trends 
in adolescent marijuana use among states with the policy change to expected (or predicted) trends in 
marijuana use, had the policy change not occurred, to estimate the policy effect. Of note, the policy 
effect could also be estimated in settings in which there is not a comparison group, such as if 
marijuana were decriminalized nationwide. We focus on settings often referred to as group panel data, 
for which there are aggregate data available on groups of interest with outcomes measured over time 
both before and after the policy change and ideally with comparison groups that did not experience a 
policy change; individual-level data could also be available within the groups. The data in some cases 
correspond with full population data at each time point; in others, there might be repeated cross-
sections of data, such as annual surveys of marijuana use among 10th graders. As long as the data can 
be thought of as representative of the unit under study, either data structure can be appropriate. We 
broadly consider the selection of data to examine (eg, the units to study, the time period to examine) 
as well as the statistical methods that can be used to estimate policy effects using that data. 
 
Review 
Gene and Stem Cell Therapies for Fetal Care - A Review  
Amy E. O’Connell, MD, PhD; Stephanie Guseh, MD; Larissa Lapteva, MD, MHS, MBA; et al.  
JAMA Pediatr. 2020;174(10):985-991. doi:10.1001/jamapediatrics.2020.1519  
Abstract  
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Importance  Gene and stem cell therapies have become viable therapeutic options for many postnatal 
disorders. For select conditions, prenatal application would provide improved outcomes. The fetal state 
allows for several theoretical advantages over postnatal therapy, including immune immaturity and 
cellular niche accessibility. 
Observations  Advances in prenatal diagnostic accuracy and surgical precision, as well as improvements 
in stem cell and gene therapy methods, have made prenatal gene and stem cell therapy realistic. 
Studies in mouse models and early human trials demonstrate the feasibility of these approaches. 
Additional efforts are under way to streamline fetal applications of stem cell and gene therapy while 
carefully considering best ethical practice and following established regulatory pathways. 
Conclusions and Relevance  Fetal stem cell and gene therapy bring important therapeutic opportunities 
for select disorders that present in the fetal and neonatal periods. While this field is in its infancy, these 
therapies are starting to be available clinically, and clinicians should be aware of their benefits and 
challenges. 
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Article 102559 
Abstract 
While human mobility has important benefits for economic growth, it can generate negative 
externalities. This paper studies the effect of mobility on the spread of disease in a low-incidence 
setting when people do not internalize their risks to others. Using malaria as a case study and 15 billion 
mobile phone records across nine million SIM cards, this paper quantifies the relationship between 
travel and the spread of disease. The estimates indicate that an infected traveler contributes to 1.66 
additional cases reported in the health facility at the traveler's destination. This paper develops a 
simulation-based policy tool that uses mobile phone data to inform strategic targeting of travelers 
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phone data could reduce the caseload by 50 percent more than current strategies that rely only on 
previous incidence. 
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A rapid assessment of the National Regulatory Systems for medical products in the 
Southern African Development Community  
Despite major progress over the years, the survey demonstrates variable levels of governance and 
regulatory framework among NMRAs in SADC. The survey supports the need for shifting from the 
broad strengthening of the regulatory systems which exist and are underpinned by the mandates, to 
more product-type focused approaches. This shift will ensure that medical products are quality-
assured, safe and effective for a performant Health Systems attainment of the Universal Health 
Coverage and Sustainable Development Goals 
Authors: S. Dube-Mwedzi, S. Kniazkov, J. B. Nikiema, O. M. J. Kasilo, A. Fortin, P. Tumusiime, G. N. 
Mahlangu and M. Ndomondo-Sigonda 
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Commission Statement 
Lancet COVID-19 Commission Statement on the occasion of the 75th session of the UN 
General Assembly 
The Lancet COVID-19 Commissioners, Task Force Chairs, and Commission Secretariat 
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Nature 
Volume 586 Issue 7828, 8 October 2020 
http://www.nature.com/nature/current_issue.html 
Editorial | 06 October 2020  
Why Nature needs to cover politics now more than ever  
Science and politics are inseparable — and Nature will be publishing more politics news, comment and 
primary research in the coming weeks and months. 
[Editor’s text bolding in red] 
 
Since Nature’s earliest issues, we have been publishing news, commentary and primary research on 
science and politics. But why does a journal of science need to cover politics? It’s an important 
question that readers often ask. 
 
This week, Nature reporters outline what the impact on science might be if Joe Biden wins the US 
presidential election on 3 November, and chronicle President Donald Trump’s troubled legacy for 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpub/issue/current
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanres/issue/current
https://link.springer.com/journal/10995/volumes-and-issues/24-10
http://mdm.sagepub.com/content/current
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14680009/current
http://www.nature.com/nature/current_issue.html
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-02797-1
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-02786-4
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-02786-4
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-02800-9


   

  

science. We plan to increase politics coverage from around the world, and to publish more 
primary research in political science and related fields. 
 
Science and politics have always depended on each other. The decisions and actions of politicians 
affect research funding and research-policy priorities. At the same time, science and research inform 
and shape a spectrum of public policies, from environmental protection to data ethics. The actions of 
politicians affect the higher-education environment, too. They can ensure that academic freedom is 
upheld, and commit institutions to work harder to protect equality, diversity and inclusion, and to give 
more space to voices from previously marginalized communities. However, politicians also have the 
power to pass laws that do the opposite. 
 
The coronavirus pandemic, which has taken more than one million lives so far, has propelled the 
science–politics relationship into the public arena as never before, and highlighted some serious 
problems. COVID-related research is being produced at a rate unprecedented for an infectious disease, 
and there is, rightly, intense worldwide interest in how political leaders are using science to guide their 
decisions — and how some are misunderstanding, misusing or suppressing it. And there is much 
interest in the fluctuating relationship between politicians and the scientists who governments consult 
or employ. 
 
Scholarly autonomy under threat 
Perhaps even more troubling are signs that politicians are pushing back against the 
principle of protecting scholarly autonomy, or academic freedom. This principle, which has 
existed for centuries — including in previous civilizations — sits at the heart of modern 
science. 
 
Today, this principle is taken to mean that researchers who access public funding for their work can 
expect no — or very limited — interference from politicians in the conduct of their science, or in the 
eventual conclusions at which they arrive. And that, when politicians and officials seek advice or 
information from researchers, it is on the understanding that they do not get to dictate the answers. 
This is the basis for today’s covenant between science and politics, and it applies across a range of 
research, education, public-policy and regulatory domains. 
 
It is not a perfect system by any means. Some research areas are more autonomous than others, and 
autonomy can never be a blank cheque: researchers must also be held accountable for their actions, 
and standards of quality and integrity must be upheld. But protection for autonomy is a long-standing 
benchmark, the standard to which experts and policymakers aspire. It requires a degree of trust 
between researcher and politician that each will keep to their word. And when this trust starts to ebb 
away, the system, too, begins to look vulnerable. 
 
That trust is now under considerable pressure around the world. Cracks have been evident for years in 
the field of climate change, with a number of politicians ignoring or seeking to undermine the 
irrefutable evidence showing that humans are the cause. But this lack of trust can now also be seen in 
other public domains in which verifiable knowledge and research are needed for effective policy-
making. 
 
Last year, Brazil’s President Jair Bolsonaro sacked the head of the country’s National Institute for Space 
Research because the president refused to accept the agency’s reports that deforestation in the 
Amazon has accelerated during his tenure. In the same year, more than 100 economists wrote to 
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India’s prime minister, Narendra Modi, urging an end to political influence over official statistics — 
especially economic data — in the country. 
 
And just last week, in Japan, incoming Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga rejected the nomination of six 
academics, who have previously been critical of government science policy, to the Science Council of 
Japan. This is an independent organization meant to represent the voice of Japanese scientists. It is 
the first time that this has happened since prime ministers started approving nominations in 2004. 
 
The pandemic, too, is uncovering examples of political interference in science. In June in the 
United Kingdom, the statistics regulator wrote to the government, highlighting repeated inaccuracies in 
its COVID-19 testing data, which the regulator says seem to be aimed at showing “the largest possible 
number of tests”. 
 
The fields of public-health and infectious-disease research have revealed much about the effects of 
pandemics and how to curb them. This year, a large volume of work on COVID-19 has illuminated the 
behaviour of both the virus and the disease. Research has also revealed uncertainties, gaps and errors 
in our knowledge, as would be expected. But that doesn’t excuse the behaviour we are seeing from 
politicians around the world, exemplified by Trump’s notorious actions: a chaotic, often ill-informed 
response, with scientists being attacked and undermined. 
 
The principle that the state will respect scholarly independence is one of the foundations 
underpinning modern research, and its erosion carries grave risks for standards of quality 
and integrity in research and policymaking. When politicians break that covenant, they 
endanger the health of people, the environment and societies. 
 
This is why Nature’s news correspondents will redouble their efforts to watch and report on what is 
happening in politics and research worldwide. It is why authors of our expert commentaries will 
continue to assess and critique developments; and why the journal is looking to publish more primary 
research in political science. 
 
And, in these editorial pages, we will continue to urge politicians to embrace the spirit of 
learning and collaboration, to value different perspectives, and to honour their 
commitment to scientific and scholarly autonomy. 
 
The conventions that have guided the relationship between science and politics are under 
threat, and Nature cannot stand by in silence. 
 
World View | 06 October 2020  
Plan now to speed vaccine supply for future pandemics  
Slow-lane logistics shouldn’t stymie fast-track science, says head of UK government’s Vaccine 
Taskforce. 
Kate Bingham 
 
Comment | 06 October 2020  
COVID-19 vaccines: how to ensure Africa has access  
History must not repeat itself — global and continental cooperation are essential. 
John N. Nkengasong, Nicaise Ndembi[…] & Tajudeen Raji 
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Nature Biotechnology 
Volume 38 Issue 10, October 2020 
https://www.nature.com/nbt/volumes/38/issues/10 
SARS-CoV-2 detection 
In this issue, several groups report their findings on the development of methods to detect SARS-CoV-2 
in patients and in the community, and benchmark assays to detect SARS-CoV-2-specific antibodies. 
 
Editorial | 24 September 2020  
Trumping science  
The scientific integrity of US government agencies is under attack from the Trump administration. 
Agency senior executives and industry leaders need to continue pushing back. 
 
Comment | 14 September 2020  
Artificial intelligence, drug repurposing and peer review  
Can traditional computational analysis and machine learning help compensate for inadequate peer 
review of drug-repurposing papers in the context of an infodemic? 
Jeremy M. Levin, Tudor I. Oprea[…] & Alex Zhavoronkov 
 
Q&A | 28 September 2020  
Whither COVID-19 vaccines?  
Nature Biotechnology convenes a group of experts to provide their insights into SARS-CoV-2 vaccines 
in development. 
Laura DeFrancesco 
 
Patents | 05 October 2020  
Pledging intellectual property for COVID-19  
Voluntary pledges to make intellectual property broadly available to address urgent public health crises 
can overcome administrative and legal hurdles faced by more elaborate legal arrangements such as 
patent pools and achieve greater acceptance than governmental compulsory licensing. 
Jorge L. Contreras, Michael Eisen[…] & Frank Tietze 
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Perspective 
Improving Clinical Trial Enrollment — In the Covid-19 Era and Beyond 
Crystal M. North, M.D., M.P.H., Michael L. Dougan, M.D., Ph.D., and Chana A. Sacks, M.D., M.P.H. 
 
Editorials 
Dying in a Leadership Vacuum 
The Editors 
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http://nvs.sagepub.com/content/current 
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PLoS Medicine 
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PLoS Neglected Tropical Diseases 
http://www.plosntds.org/  
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PLoS One 
http://www.plosone.org/ 
Research Article  
Epidemiological impact and cost-effectiveness of universal meningitis b vaccination among 
college students prior to college entry  
Grace S. Chung, David W. Hutton  
Research Article | published 09 Oct 2020 PLOS ONE  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0239926  
 
Comparing covariation among vaccine hesitancy and broader beliefs within Twitter and 
survey data  
Sarah A. Nowak, Christine Chen, Andrew M. Parker, Courtney A. Gidengil, Luke J. Matthews  
Research Article | published 08 Oct 2020 PLOS ONE  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0239826  
 
Improving quality and use of routine health information system data in low- and middle-
income countries: A scoping review  
Seblewengel Lemma, Annika Janson, Lars-Åke Persson, Deepthi Wickremasinghe, Carina Källestål  
Research Article | published 08 Oct 2020 PLOS ONE  
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Characteristics of academic publications, preprints, and registered clinical trials on the 
COVID-19 pandemic  
Silvia Gianola, Tiago S. Jesus, Silvia Bargeri, Greta Castellini  
Research Article | published 06 Oct 2020 PLOS ONE  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0240123  
 
COVID-SCORE: A global survey to assess public perceptions of government responses to 
COVID-19 (COVID-SCORE-10)  
Jeffrey V. Lazarus, Scott Ratzan, Adam Palayew, Francesco C. Billari, Agnes Binagwaho, Spencer 
Kimball, Heidi J. Larson, Alessia Melegaro, Kenneth Rabin, Trenton M. White, Ayman El-Mohandes  
Research Article | published 06 Oct 2020 PLOS ONE  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0240011  
 
Social accountability for reproductive, maternal, newborn, child and adolescent health: A 
review of reviews  
Frances Squires, Adriane Martin Hilber, Joanna Paula Cordero, Victoria Boydell, Anayda Portela, Miriam 
Lewis Sabin, Petrus Steyn  
Research Article | published 09 Oct 2020 PLOS ONE  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0238776  
 
Towards the elimination of FGM by 2030: A statistical assessment  
Kathrin Weny, Romesh Silva, Rachel Snow, Berhanu Legesse, Nafissatou Diop  
Research Article | published 06 Oct 2020 PLOS ONE  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0238782  
Abstract 
In 2015, UN member states committed to eliminate female genital mutilation (FGM) by 2030 as part of 
the Sustainable Development Agenda. To reach this goal, interventions need to be targeted and guided 
by the best available evidence. To date, however, estimates of the number of girls and women affected 
by FGM and their trends over time and geographic space have been limited by the availability, 
specificity and quality of population-level data. We present new estimates based on all publicly 
available nationally representative surveys collected since the 1990s that contain both information on 
FGM status and on the age at which FGM occurred. Using survival analysis, we generate estimates of 
FGM risk by single year of age for all countries with available data, and for rural and urban areas 
separately. The likelihood of experiencing FGM has decreased at the global level, but progress has 
been starkly uneven between countries. The available data indicate no progress in reducing FGM risk in 
Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Mali and Guinea. In addition, rural and urban areas have diverged over the last 
two decades, with FGM declining more rapidly in urban areas. We describe limitations in the availability 
and quality of data on FGM occurrence and age-at-FGM. Based on current trends, the SDG goal of 
eliminating FGM by 2030 is out of reach, and the pace at which the practice is being abandoned would 
need to accelerate to eliminate FGM by 2030. The heterogeneity in trends between countries and rural 
vs urban areas offers an opportunity to contrast countries where FGM is in rapid decline and explore 
potential policy lessons and programmatic implications for countries where the practice of FGM appears 
to remain entrenched. 
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Article 
Opinion: Cultural and linguistic diversities are underappreciated pillars of biodiversity  
André Frainer, Tero Mustonen, Sutej Hugu, Tamara Andreeva, Elle-Maarit Arttijeff, Inka-Saara Arttijeff, 
Felipe Brizoela, Gabriela Coelho-de-Souza, Rafaela Biehl Printes, Evgenia Prokhorova, Salatou Sambou, 
Antoine Scherer, Vyacheslav Shadrin, and Gretta Pecl 
PNAS first published October 7, 2020. https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.2019469117  
   Alongside climate change, the current rapid loss of biodiversity is one of the biggest threats that 
humanity faces to its own survival (1). With up to a million species at risk of disappearing within 
decades, human activities are reshaping life on Earth with no precedent in recent history. Biodiversity 
encompasses all life forms and their variation across the landscape. As one of the most important 
measures of environmental quality, high biodiversity is often linked with better provision of ecosystem 
services (2) and also helps assist and promote ecological conservation. Natural parks, national 
reserves, protected areas, and other measures for preserving the natural world are concerned first and 
foremost with the protection of biodiversity. But there is a critical and overlooked aspect of this 
important concept: its link with human cultural and linguistic diversity. 
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Substandard, falsified and unregistered medicines in Latin America, 2017-2018 
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Financing of integrated health service networks 
Opinion and analysis | Spanish |  
 
6 Oct 2020 
Seroprevalence of SARS-CoV-2 IgM and IgG antibodies in an asymptomatic population in 
Sergipe, Brazil 
Original research | English |  
Rojas-Cortés 
Abstract 
Objective. 
To assess all the incidents of substandard, falsified and unregistered medicines in 2017 and 2018 in 
Latin America, determining the types of products affected, stages of the supply chain in which 
incidents were detected, quality deviations identified in tested samples, and regulatory measures taken 
by authorities. 
Methods. 
A comprehensive search of the websites of the Latin American national regulatory authorities 
was conducted, identifying all eligible incidents during 2017-2018. Standardized values were collected 
from each incident for pre-determined variables: country, year, type of incident, therapeutic group, 
supply chain, regulatory measures and laboratory data. 
Results. 
A total of 596 incidents in 13 countries were included (236 substandard, 239 falsified, 116 
unregistered and 5 stolen). The therapeutic categories with the highest incidents were: anti-infectives, 
medicines for pain/palliative care, hormones/contraceptives, medicines for the respiratory tract, and 
medicines for mental/behavioural disorders. The most common places where incidents were detected 
were commercial establishments, pharmacies, health services and manufacturers. The most recurrent 
quality deviations were failure in parameters (appearance or physicochemical), incorrect labelling, 
different quantity of active pharmaceutical ingredient, presence of unknown particles, and 
microbiological contamination. The most frequent regulatory measures identified were alerts, 
withdrawals, seizures, and prohibition of marketing/distribution/use. 
Conclusions. 
In Latin America, substandard, falsified and unregistered medicines persist as a highly 
prevalent problem. An advanced degree of regulatory development in countries is associated with 
higher incident detection/reporting rates and a more comprehensive set of measures. The 
pharmaceutical supply chain is more vulnerable in its final node. Quality deviations identified in tested 
samples pose serious risks to public health. 
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Science  
09 October 2020   Vol 370, Issue 6513 
http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl 
In Depth 
A call to test new vaccines head to head, in monkeys 
By Jon Cohen 
Science09 Oct 2020 : 154-155  
Proposed comparison study could clarify safety and which vaccines work best. 
Summary 
Primate researchers in the United States have banded together in a push for an ambitious monkey 
study that would do head-to-head comparisons of the leading COVID-19 vaccine candidates. Although 
10 candidates are already undergoing large-scale tests in people, proponents of the monkey plan say 
those clinical trials may not deliver the comprehensive data needed to choose the safest and most 
effective vaccines. The comparison trial in monkeys, in contrast, could shed light in a matter of weeks 
on how the candidates stack up on measures including potential side effects, the strength of immune 
responses they trigger, and how well they protect against infection and disease. 
 
Feature 
Sweden's gamble 
By Gretchen Vogel 
Science09 Oct 2020 : 159-163  
The country's pandemic policies came at a high price—and created painful rifts in its scientific 
community. 
Summary 
Sweden's government is known for keeping schools and stores open despite the COVID-19 pandemic. 
But there are other striking differences in the country's approach: Authorities actively discourage 
people from wearing face masks, and there has been very limited testing or contact tracing. Within 
Sweden's scientific and medical community, a debate about the strategy has simmered and frequently 
boiled over. A group of scientists known as "the 22" has called for tougher measures since April, when 
it published a blistering critique of the country's public health authority. The group, which has grown to 
include 50 scientists, now calls itself the Vetenskapsforum COVID-19 (Science Forum COVID-19). It 
says the price for Sweden's laissez-faire approach has been too high. (The country's cumulative 
COVID-19 death rate so far rivals that of the United States.) And although infections waned over the 
summer, cases are rising again. But the group's criticism has not been welcomed. Some critics have 
been publicly reprimanded, and some have decided to leave the country. 
 
Policy Forum 
U.S. policy puts the safe development of space at risk 
By Aaron Boley, Michael Byers 
Science09 Oct 2020 : 174-175  
Promoting national regulation of space mining rather than multilateral governance risks a “race to the 
bottom” 
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Summary 
In September 2020, the U.S. National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) announced that it 
is seeking proposals from private companies to extract small amounts of regolith from the surface of 
the Moon. According to NASA Administrator Jim Bridenstine, the exercise will buttress an interpretation 
of international space law that is favored by the U.S. government: “What we're trying to do is make 
sure that there is a norm of behavior that says that resources can be extracted and that we're doing it 
in a way that is in compliance with the Outer Space Treaty” (OST) (1). NASA's move is part of a larger 
U.S. diplomatic effort. In April 2020, President Trump signed an executive order (EO) that affirmed a 
right of commercial space mining and directed the U.S. State Department to secure the expressed 
support of U.S. allies. Shortly after, NASA announced a plan for bilateral Artemis Accords, which, if 
accepted by many nations, could enable the U.S. interpretation of international space law to prevail 
and make the United States—as the licensing nation for most of the world's space companies—the de 
facto gatekeeper to the Moon, asteroids, and other celestial bodies. Because acquiescence is often 
treated as consent in international law, even NASA's purchase of regolith would, if not protested by 
other nations, strengthen the U.S. interpretation. Other nations need to speak up, now. 
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Research Articles 
Potential impact of tuberculosis vaccines in China, South Africa, and India 
By Rebecca C. Harris, Tom Sumner, Gwenan M. Knight, Hui Zhang, Richard G. White 
Science Translational Medicine07 Oct 2020  
Tuberculosis vaccines should aim to protect infected populations against disease, but other vaccine 
types may be of use in high-transmission settings. 
Inferring TB vaccine impact 
There are multiple tuberculosis vaccines in development, although which vaccines are the best 
candidates to move forward is a matter of debate. Harris et al. used transmission models calibrated to 
age-specific demographic and epidemiological data from China, South Africa, and India to investigate 
the potential long-term impact of tuberculosis vaccines with different features, including results from 
recent clinical trials. They estimated that vaccines preventing disease, rather than infection per se, 
would have the greatest impact in these countries with high tuberculosis burdens. Their findings may 
aid prioritization and future trial planning of tuberculosis vaccines currently in development. 
Abstract 
More effective tuberculosis vaccines are needed to help reach World Health Organization tuberculosis 
elimination goals. Insufficient evidence exists on the potential impact of future tuberculosis vaccines 
with varying characteristics and in different epidemiological settings. To inform vaccine development 
decision making, we modeled the impact of hypothetical tuberculosis vaccines in three high-burden 
countries. We calibrated Mycobacterium tuberculosis (M.tb) transmission models to age-stratified 
demographic and epidemiological data from China, South Africa, and India. We varied vaccine efficacy 
to prevent infection or disease, effective in persons M.tb uninfected or infected, and duration of 
protection. We modeled routine early-adolescent vaccination and 10-yearly mass campaigns from 
2025. We estimated median percentage population-level tuberculosis incidence rate reduction (IRR) in 
2050 compared to a no new vaccine scenario. In all settings, results suggested vaccines preventing 
disease in M.tb-infected populations would have greatest impact by 2050 (10-year, 70% efficacy 
against disease, IRR 51%, 52%, and 54% in China, South Africa, and India, respectively). Vaccines 
preventing reinfection delivered lower potential impact (IRR 1, 12, and 17%). Intermediate impact was 

https://stm.sciencemag.org/
https://stm.sciencemag.org/content/12/564/eaax4607


   

  

predicted for vaccines effective only in uninfected populations, if preventing infection (IRR 21, 37, and 
50%) or disease (IRR 19, 36, and 51%), with greater impact in higher-transmission settings. 
Tuberculosis vaccines have the potential to deliver substantial population-level impact. For prioritizing 
impact by 2050, vaccine development should focus on preventing disease in M.tb-infected populations. 
Preventing infection or disease in uninfected populations may be useful in higher transmission settings. 
As vaccine impact depended on epidemiology, different development strategies may be required. 
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Research article   Abstract only 
Roles of attitudes and injunctive norms in decisional conflict and disclosure following 
receipt of genome sequencing results 
Individuals who choose to obtain genetic information may learn that their genetic profile confers health 
risks to themselves or offspring. Individuals may react more negatively to this information when 
personal attitudes, perceived norms, and/or the decision to receive results conflict with one another. 
Allecia E. Reid, Rebecca A. Ferrer, Sanjana Kadirvel, Barbara B. Biesecker, ... William M.P. Klein 
Article 113147 
 
Research article  Abstract only 
Antenatal care utilization in the fragile and conflict-affected context of the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo 
Bianca R. Ziegler, Moses Kansanga, Yuji Sano, Joseph Kangmennaang, ... Isaac Luginaah 
Article 113253 
 
Research article  Abstract only 
The long-term financial and psychological resettlement outcomes of pre-migration trauma 
and post-settlement difficulties in resettled refugees 
Alexander W. O'Donnell, Jaimee Stuart, Karlee J. O'Donnell 
Article 113246 
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Stanford Social Innovation Review 
Summer 2020   Volume 18, Number 3  
https://ssir.org/issue/summer_2020# 
   Read about how organizational culture can advance social good, how researchers convinced the 
Indian government to adopt same-language subtitling for mass literacy, how corporate foundations can 
align with their companies, how artificial intelligence can apply causal models to become more 
effective, and other topics in the Summer 2020 issue of Stanford Social Innovation Review. 
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A systematic literature review of health consumer attitudes towards secondary use and 
sharing of health administrative and clinical trial data: a focus on privacy, trust, and 
transparency  
We aimed to synthesise data on issues related to stakeholder perceptions of privacy, trust, and 
transparency in use of secondary data. A systematic literature review of healthcare consumer attitudes 
towards th...  
Authors: Elizabeth Hutchings, Max Loomes, Phyllis Butow and Frances M. Boyle 
Citation: Systematic Reviews 2020 9:235  
Content type: Research 
Published on: 9 October 2020 
 
A protocol for a scoping review of equity measurement in mental health care for children 
and youth  
Mental health (MH) problems are among the most important causes of morbidity and mortality for 
children and youth. Problems of lack of equity in child and youth MH services (CYMHS)—including, but 
not limited t...  
Authors: William Gardner, Stuart G. Nicholls, Graham J. Reid, Brian Hutton, Candyce Hamel, Lindsey 
Sikora, Mina Salamatmanesh, Laura Duncan, Katholiki Georgiades and Jason Gilliland 
Citation: Systematic Reviews 2020 9:233  
Content type: Protocol 
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Article 
Highly vulnerable children: how their caregivers’ savings group participation facilitated 
their well-being 
Diana Duff Rutherford , Befikadu Ejeta & Meaza Yirga  
Pages: 221-235 
Published online: 26 Jan 2020 
 
Article 
Examining the factors and vulnerabilities of children on the streets in Rajshahi city of 
Bangladesh 
Md. Ataul Gani Osmani & Md. Elias Hossain  
Pages: 279-288 
Published online: 01 Oct 2020 
 
 
World Heritage Review  
n°95 - July 2020  
http://whc.unesco.org/en/review/94/ 
Current Issue 
Interpretation and COVID-19  
   The year 2020 began with an unprecedented health crisis that has affected each one of us, and we 
still cannot predict its long-term effects. Not only have we been touched in our personal lives. 
Lockdown has perturbed our work, our communities and our industries, at times with devastating 
consequences. And this crisis is not yet over. 
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