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:: Week in Review  
A highly selective capture of strategic developments, research, commentary, analysis and 
announcements spanning Human Rights Action, Humanitarian Response, Health, Education, Holistic 
Development, Heritage Stewardship, Sustainable Resilience. Achieving a balance across these broad 
themes is a challenge and we appreciate your observations and ideas in this regard. This is not 
intended to be a "news and events" digest. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Financial Times 
Opinion  Globalisation  
Covid-19 proves globalisation is not dead  
As the pandemic pushes more activities online, national borders seem less relevant than ever 
Ian Goldin  
The writer is a professor of globalisation and development at Oxford university 
 
Covid-19 will not kill globalisation. Rather, it will accelerate underlying trends, 
compressing into 2020 a transformation in flows across national borders that would have 
taken years to emerge.  
 
As individuals and companies move online, national borders become less relevant. Virtual meetings are 
substituting for travel and physical meetings, with their greater efficiency leading to higher levels of 
engagement.  
 
This increased digital connectivity facilitates the rapid flow of ideas, the most influential dimension of 
globalisation. The scientific race to stop Covid-19 and find a vaccine has encouraged unprecedented 
collaboration. Greater global awareness is evident in the intense interest in the march of Covid-19 and 
spread of the Black Lives Matter protests to five continents. Not all flows are good, and the spread of 
bad and fake ideas is also accelerating, from meddling by foreign powers to anti-vax fears that 
undermine the fight against the pandemic.  
 
Covid-19 will also accelerate and transform financial flows. With more than 100 countries 
requesting emergency financing, those from the IMF and other multilateral groups will far 
exceed any previous era of cross-border capital flows. Holdings of overseas currencies are also 
rising. The pandemic is also likely to precipitate a new wave of cross border mergers and acquisitions, 
including higher rates of investment in and from the growth markets of east Asia.  
 
Travel has been curtailed by the pandemic, but personal travel will rebound sharply, as soon as a 
vaccine or medicine allow, thanks to pent up demand in China, the world’s largest source of 
international tourism. Business travel growth is likely to be permanently lower, since the pandemic has 
revealed the advantages of remote meetings. 
 
Trade was already declining for reasons that preceded and are unrelated to the pandemic. Overseas 
supply chains were built on outsourcing repetitive tasks to lower labour-cost countries.  
 
But artificial intelligence, robotics and 3D printing are changing the model: automated processes 
require machines and skilled labour, which are more abundant in richer countries. Demand for 

https://www.ft.com/content/d99fa0e9-2046-4587-b886-7d42252b6fc9


   

  

individual customisation and rapid delivery encourages manufacturers to return home. For services, 
banks, insurers and law firms are putting their back-office functions on servers or in the cloud, rather 
than relying on far-flung, labour-intensive call or data processing centres. The politics of protectionism 
and nationalism reinforce these trends.  
 
The transformation of work is being accelerated by the pandemic. Machines do not get sick or 
spread viruses. Now that office workers are logging in from home, it begs the question as to why they 
need to be anywhere specific. Increasingly we will see the globalisation of professional services. Many 
essential services cannot be done in another country. But banking, law and design can, often at a far 
lower cost.  
 
East Asia has been the principal beneficiary of globalisation and remains an enthusiastic supporter. The 
region’s assiduous containment measures have allowed its economies to rebound toward pre-pandemic 
levels of growth. Meanwhile, US protectionism and its disastrous handling of the pandemic is 
accelerating its relative decline. The UK is less significant than it has been in centuries, with similar self-
inflicted wounds hastening its slide. Covid-19 has accelerated the rise of east Asia as the centre of 
gravity of globalisation. 
 
Covid-19 also has crystallised our understanding of the threats globalisation poses. The 
superspreaders of the good — airport hubs, fibre-optic cables, global financial centres — are also the 
superspreaders of the bad, from physical and digital viruses to stock market panic. Only co-ordinated 
actions can address this “butterfly defect” of globalisation, as no one country can stop the threat. A 
more globalised world combined with fragmented political systems has left us more vulnerable to the 
next crisis.  
 
The previous model of globalisation was not sustainable and escalated systemic risks, including 
financial crises, climate change, rising inequality, and pandemics. Deglobalisation may be an 
attractive political slogan but it would make matters worse. The world, especially the 
countries devastated by Covid-19, need cross-border flows of vaccines, clean technologies 
and investments and trade that create decent jobs. Business as usual is not an option. We 
need to redouble our efforts to create a healthier, greener, better regulated and more 
inclusive globalisation. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
DFID/Foreign Office “Merger” 
 
Foreign Secretary commits to more effective and accountable aid spending under new 
Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office  
Independent Commission for Aid Impact (ICAI) will continue to scrutinise aid spending following the 
Foreign Office and the Department for International Development merger next week 
Updated: 29 August 2020  
 
Taxpayers will see more value from aid spending following reforms to the independent body that 
scrutinises UK aid, the Foreign Secretary announced today (29th August). Following the merger of the 
Foreign Office and the Department for International Development, the Independent Commission for Aid 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-commits-to-more-effective-and-accountable-aid-spending-under-new-foreign-commonwealth-and-development-office
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-commits-to-more-effective-and-accountable-aid-spending-under-new-foreign-commonwealth-and-development-office


   

  

Impact (ICAI) will be told to prioritise producing tangible, evidence-based recommendations to 
ministers to drive effective overseas development spending. 
 
Dominic Raab has commissioned a review of ICAI to begin this autumn, almost ten years after the 
body was first established. The review will make sure ICAI’s remit, focus and methods are effectively 
scrutinising the impact of UK aid spend, in line with the aims of the new Foreign, Commonwealth and 
Development Office (FCDO), which launches this Wednesday (2nd September). 
 
The merger of the UK’s diplomacy and development offices was announced in June as an 
opportunity for the UK to have even greater impact and influence on the world stage as we 
recover from the coronavirus pandemic, and prepare to hold the G7 presidency and host 
COP26 next year. 
 
The Prime Minister has committed to giving UK aid new prominence within our international policy 
under the new department. Following the merger, the Foreign Secretary will be empowered to make 
decisions on aid spending in line with the UK’s priorities overseas, harnessing the skills, expertise and 
evidence that have earned our reputation as a leader in the international development community. 
 
The Foreign Secretary said he wants ICAI to become “a committee for what works” in development. 
The FCDO will use the rigorous evaluation conducted by ICAI to determine how UK aid can be better 
spent, based on what the evidence shows is most effective for tackling poverty and global challenges 
like diseases, climate changes and humanitarian disasters. 
 
The review will also look at how ministers can engage more with ICAI, to make sure the watchdog’s 
independent recommendations lead to better decision-making and significant, lasting change at every 
level of the new department. 
 
ICAI’s remit will continue to include UK aid spent by other government departments, such 
as the Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, and the Department of 
Health and Social Care. 
 
Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab said: “We are integrating our aid budget with our 
diplomatic clout in the new FCDO to maximise the impact of our foreign policy. 
 
“That’s why I want to reinforce the role of ICAI, to strengthen further transparency and accountability 
in the use of taxpayers’ money and relentlessly focus our Global Britain strategy on policies and in 
areas that deliver the most value.”…. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Beirut – Education, Arts, Heritage 
 
The Director-General launches from Beirut the "Li Beirut" initiative, putting education, 
culture and heritage at the heart of reconstruction efforts - UNESCO 
Press release 
08/27/2020  

https://en.unesco.org/news/director-general-launches-beirut-li-beirut-initiative-putting-education-culture-and-heritage
https://en.unesco.org/news/director-general-launches-beirut-li-beirut-initiative-putting-education-culture-and-heritage


   

  

The Director-General of UNESCO, Audrey Azoulay, launched on 27 August 2020 an international fund 
raising appeal, Li Beirut (For Beirut in Arabic), to support the rehabilitation of schools, historic heritage 
buildings, museums, galleries and the creative economy, all of which suffered extensive damage in the 
deadly explosions that shook the Lebanese capital on 4 August 2020. 
 
As she launched Li Beirut, the Director-General expressed the unflagging solidarity of UNESCO with the 
people of Lebanon. 
 
“UNESCO, of which Lebanon is a founding member, stands at their side to mobilize the international 
community and support the city’s recovery for and through culture, heritage and education” Ms Azoulay 
declared. 
 
The Director-General emphasized UNESCO’s commitment to applying the highest internationally 
recognized professional and management standards in coordinating support for education and culture 
in the framework of UN assistance to Lebanon. “I solemnly call for the historic centre to be 
protected – through administrative measures and appropriate regulations – to prevent 
property speculation and transactions taking advantage of residents’ distress and 
vulnerability,” she added. 
 
In addition to coordinating UN efforts to support education in Beirut, which will require $23 million, 
UNESCO has committed to the immediate rehabilitation of 40 of the 159 affected schools with funds it 
has already raised. In the coming months, UNESCO will prioritize funding for schooling and distance 
learning, an urgent issue for the 85,000 affected students. “We must focus on education, because it is 
a major concern for families and it is where Lebanon’s future will be played out,” said the Director-
General.  To this end, the Global Education Coalition, put in place by UNESCO during the early 
weeks of the COVID-19 crisis, will hold a Special Session on the situation in Lebanon on 1 
September. 
 
UNESCO will also lead international coordination efforts for the recovery and 
reconstruction of Beirut’s culture and heritage and raise funds to respond to the crisis affecting 
the cultural sector. “We must protect the spirit of the city, even as we work to rebuild it. We must build 
back – but, more importantly, we must build back well. This means protecting the unique heritage of 
these neighbourhoods, respecting the city’s history, and supporting its creative energy,” said Ms 
Azoulay. According to preliminary estimates, $500,000,000 are needed to support heritage 
and the creative economy over the coming year, with museums, galleries and cultural institutions 
expected to experience substantial losses in revenues. UNESCO will conduct priority interventions to 
stabilize, secure and safeguard several historic buildings located in the most affected neighbourhoods… 
 
:::::: 
 
Campaign: Rebuilding heritage, culture and education #ForBeirut 
   Following the devastating twin explosions in Beirut, Lebanon, on 4 August 2020, UNESCO is 
mobilizing leading organizations and experts from Lebanon and abroad in an effort to coordinate 
emergency and longer-term measures to safeguard the city’s severely damaged education system and 
cultural heritage. The explosions claimed hundreds of lives and left thousands injured also inflicting 
severe damages to some of Beirut’s most historic neighbourhoods, major museums, galleries and 
religious sites at a time when Lebanon was already reeling from other crises, including the COVID-19 

https://globaleducationcoalition.unesco.org/
https://en.unesco.org/fieldoffice/beirut/libeirut


   

  

pandemic.UNESCO extends its deepest condolences to the families of the impacted and renews its 
strong support to the city of Beirut. 
 
:: 8,000 Buildings damaged  
:: 640 Historic buildings damaged  
:: 160 Schools damaged or destroyed  
:: 500 million USD needed for heritage and creative economy  
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Featured Journal Content 
 
Science  
28 August 2020   Vol 369, Issue 6507 
http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl 
Policy Forum 
Computational social science: Obstacles and opportunities 
By David M. J. Lazer, Alex Pentland, Duncan J. Watts, Sinan Aral, Susan Athey, Noshir Contractor, 
Deen Freelon, Sandra Gonzalez-Bailon, Gary King, Helen Margetts, Alondra Nelson, Matthew J. 
Salganik, Markus Strohmaier, Alessandro Vespignani, Claudia Wagner 
Science28 Aug 2020 : 1060-1062 Restricted Access 
Data sharing, research ethics, and incentives must improve 
Summary 
The field of computational social science (CSS) has exploded in prominence over the past decade, with 
thousands of papers published using observational data, experimental designs, and large-scale 
simulations that were once unfeasible or unavailable to researchers. These studies have greatly 
improved our understanding of important phenomena, ranging from social inequality to the spread of 
infectious diseases. The institutions supporting CSS in the academy have also grown substantially, as 
evidenced by the proliferation of conferences, workshops, and summer schools across the globe, 
across disciplines, and across sources of data. But the field has also fallen short in important ways. 
Many institutional structures around the field—including research ethics, pedagogy, and data 
infrastructure—are still nascent. We suggest opportunities to address these issues, especially in 
improving the alignment between the organization of the 20th-century university and the intellectual 
requirements of the field. 
 
Review 
Using paleo-archives to safeguard biodiversity under climate change 
By Damien A. Fordham, Stephen T. Jackson, Stuart C. Brown, Brian Huntley, Barry W. Brook, Dorthe 
Dahl-Jensen, M. Thomas P. Gilbert, Bette L. Otto-Bliesner, Anders Svensson, Spyros Theodoridis, Janet 
M. Wilmshurst, Jessie C. Buettel, Elisabetta Canteri, Matthew McDowell, Ludovic Orlando, Julia 
Pilowsky, Carsten Rahbek, David Nogues-Bravo 
Science28 Aug 2020  
Using the past to inform the future 
The late Quaternary paleorecord, within the past ∼130,000 years, can help to inform present-day 

management of the Earth's ecosystems and biota under climate change. Fordham et al. review when 
and where rapid climate transitions can be found in the paleoclimate record. They show how such 
events in Earth's history can shape our understanding of the consequences of future global warming, 

http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/369/6507/1060
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/369/6507/eabc5654
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/369/6507/eabc5654


   

  

including rates of biodiversity loss, changes in ecosystem structure and function, and degradation in 
the goods and services that these ecosystems provide to humanity. They also highlight how recent 
developments at the intersection of paleoecology, paleoclimatology, and macroecology can provide 
opportunities to anticipate and manage the responses of species and ecosystems to changing climates 
in the Anthropocene. 
Abstract 
Strategies for 21st-century environmental management and conservation under global change require 
a strong understanding of the biological mechanisms that mediate responses to climate- and human-
driven change to successfully mitigate range contractions, extinctions, and the degradation of 
ecosystem services. Biodiversity responses to past rapid warming events can be followed in situ and 
over extended periods, using cross-disciplinary approaches that provide cost-effective and scalable 
information for species’ conservation and the maintenance of resilient ecosystems in many bioregions. 
Beyond the intrinsic knowledge gain such integrative research will increasingly provide the context, 
tools, and relevant case studies to assist in mitigating climate-driven biodiversity losses in the 21st 
century and beyond. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
COVID, Conflict, Children 
 
Seizing Opportunities to Better Protect Conflict-Affected Children is Critical as the World 
Responds to COVID-19 
Annual Report of the Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General for Children and Armed 
Conflict to the General Assembly 
 
New York, 25 August 2020- As the vulnerability of boys and girls living amidst hostilities continues and 
is further exacerbated by the COVID-19 global pandemic, processes such as ceasefires, peace 
processes and security sector reform must be seized as opportunities to strengthen mechanisms to 
protect children, emphasized the Special Representative of the Secretary-General (SRSG) for Children 
and Armed Conflict, Virginia Gamba, in her Annual Report to the General Assembly published this 
week. 
 
The report covers the period from August 2019 to July 2020 and details high levels of grave violations 
against children, with the denial of humanitarian access, attacks on schools and hospitals, and sexual 
violence showing some of the most worrying trends; it also highlights the central role of peace 
operations and special political missions to support to child protection efforts. 
 
“The level of grave violations reported is only the tip of the iceberg; the COVID-19 pandemic is adding 
to the despair of conflict-affected children. Staff may be unable to conduct monitoring and verification 
missions, children in detention are particularly vulnerable and reintegration programmes, as well as the 
delivery of services, are impacted. We must address these compounded challenges together and I urge 
Member States to continue to support the provision of services for children and the work of child 
protection actors now more than ever,” said Virginia Gamba. 
 
The Special Representative also reiterated her call to all parties to respect the civilian nature of schools, 
health infrastructure and protected persons, as they increasingly become strategic assets in the context 

https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/2020/08/seizing-opportunities-to-better-protect-conflict-affected-children-is-critical-as-the-world-responds-to-covid-19/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/2020/08/seizing-opportunities-to-better-protect-conflict-affected-children-is-critical-as-the-world-responds-to-covid-19/


   

  

of the COVID-19 pandemic; she further urged them to join the Secretary-General’s and Security 
Council’s global calls for ceasefires… 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
COVID-19 Impacts – Education 
 
COVID-19: At least a third of the world’s school children unable to access remote learning 
during school closures, new report says  
UNICEF’s Reimagine campaign calls for urgent investment to bridge the digital divide, reach every child 
with remote learning, and, most critically, prioritize the safe reopening of schools  
 
NEW YORK, 27 August 2020 – At least a third of the world’s schoolchildren – 463 million children 
globally – were unable to access remote learning when COVID-19 shuttered their schools, according to 
a new UNICEF report released today as countries across the world grapple with their ‘back-to-
school’ plans. 
 
“For at least 463 million children whose schools closed due to COVID-19, there was no such a thing as 
remote learning,” said Henrietta Fore, UNICEF Executive Director. “The sheer number of children 
whose education was completely disrupted for months on end is a global education emergency. The 
repercussions could be felt in economies and societies for decades to come.”   
 
At the height of nationwide and local lockdowns, around 1.5 billion schoolchildren were affected by 
school closures. The report outlines the limitations of remote learning and exposes deep inequalities in 
access. 
 
The report uses a globally representative analysis on the availability of home-based technology and 
tools needed for remote learning among pre-primary, primary, lower-secondary and upper-secondary 
schoolchildren, with data from 100 countries. Data include access to television, radio and internet, and 
the availability of curriculum delivered across these platforms during school closures. 
 
Although the numbers in the report present a concerning picture on the lack of remote learning during 
school closures, UNICEF warns the situation is likely far worse. Even when children have the 
technology and tools at home, they may not be able to learn remotely through those platforms due to 
competing factors in the home including pressure to do chores, being forced to work, a poor 
environment for learning and lack of support in using the online or broadcast curriculum. 
 
The report highlights significant inequality across regions… 
 
:::::: 
 
Ericsson and UNICEF launch global partnership to map school internet connectivity  
Three-year initiative to identify connectivity gaps in 35 countries is a critical first step in connecting 
every school to the internet  
NEW YORK/STOCKHOLM, 26 August 2020 – Ericsson (NASDAQ: ERIC) and UNICEF announced today a 
global partnership to help map school connectivity in 35 countries by the end of 2023. Mapping the 

https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/covid-19-least-third-worlds-schoolchildren-unable-access-remote-learning-during
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/covid-19-least-third-worlds-schoolchildren-unable-access-remote-learning-during
https://data.unicef.org/resources/remote-learning-reachability-factsheet
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/ericsson-and-unicef-launch-global-partnership-map-school-internet-connectivity


   

  

internet connectivity landscape for schools and their surrounding communities is a critical first step 
towards providing every child with access to digital learning opportunities.  
 
This joint effort is part of the Giga initiative. Launched last year and led by UNICEF and the 
International Telecommunication Union (ITU), Giga aims to connect every school to the internet. 
Ericsson is the first private sector partner to make a multi-million dollar commitment to 
the initiative and does so as a Global UNICEF Partner for School Connectivity Mapping. 
 
According to the ITU, 360 million young people currently do not have access to the 
internet. This results in exclusion, fewer resources to learn, and limited opportunities for the most 
vulnerable children and youth to fulfill their potential. Improved connectivity will increase access to 
information, opportunity, and choice, enabling generations of school children to take part in shaping 
their own futures. 
 
“The deepening digital divide is one of the many inequalities that the COVID-19 pandemic has 
underscored,” said Charlotte Petri Gornitzka, Deputy Executive Director, Partnerships, UNICEF. “School 
closures, coupled with limited or non-existent opportunities for remote learning, have upended 
children’s education worldwide.. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Global Health Governance – IHR [International Health Regulations] Review 
 
WHO Director-General's opening remarks at the media briefing on COVID-19 - 27 August 
2020 
27 August 2020  
…Last month I announced the establishment of the Independent Panel for Pandemic Preparedness and 
Response, to evaluate the global response to the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
The pandemic has been an acid test for many countries and organizations, as well as for the 
International Health Regulations, the legal instrument agreed by countries that governs preparedness 
and response for health emergencies. 
 
Even before the pandemic, I have spoken about how emergencies such as the Ebola outbreak in 
eastern DRC have demonstrated that some elements of the IHR may need review, including the binary 
nature of the mechanism for declaring a public health emergency of international concern.  
 
The International Health Regulations allow for a review committee to be established to 
evaluate the functioning of the IHR and to recommend changes to it. 
 
Earlier today I informed WHO’s Member States that I plan to establish an IHR Review 
Committee to advise me on whether any changes to the IHR may be necessary to ensure 
this powerful tool of international law is as effective as possible.  
 
The committee will be made up of independent experts, who will examine various aspects of the IHR.  
 

https://gigaconnect.org/
https://www.who.int/dg/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-media-briefing-on-covid-19---27-august-2020
https://www.who.int/dg/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-media-briefing-on-covid-19---27-august-2020


   

  

Although the review committee’s remit is specific to the IHR, it will communicate with the 
Independent Panel for Pandemic Preparedness and Response, and with the Independent 
Oversight Advisory Committee for the WHO Health Emergencies Programme, to exchange 
information and share findings.  
 
Depending on the progress it makes, the committee will present a progress report to the resumed 
World Health Assembly in November, and a full report to next year’s Assembly in May. 
 
WHO is committed to ending the pandemic, and to working with all countries to learn from it, and to 
ensure that together we build the healthier, safer, fairer world that we want. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
EMERGENCIES 
 
Coronavirus [COVID-19] 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
 
Weekly Epidemiological and Operational updates August 2020 
Confirmed cases ::   24 587 513  [week ago: 22 812 491] 
Confirmed deaths ::      833 556  [week ago:     795 132] 

Weekly Operational Update  
Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19)  
28 August 2020 

Weekly Epidemiological Update  
Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19)  
24 August 2020 : 14 pages 

:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Emergencies 
 
POLIO   
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
 
Polio this week as of 19 August 2020 
:: On 25 August, the Africa Regional Certification Commission certified the WHO African 
Region as wild polio-free after four years without a case. With this historic milestone, five of 
the six WHO regions – representing over 90% of the world’s population – are now free of the wild 
poliovirus, moving the world closer to achieving global polio eradication.  
[See Milestones above for detail] 
:: Following the certification of the WHO African Region as wild polio-free, Chair of the WHO’s 
International Health Regulations Emergency Committee and of the AFRO Regional Immunization 

https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/situation-reports/wou-28-august-approved.pdf?sfvrsn=d9e49c20_2
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/situation-reports/20200824-weekly-epi-update.pdf?sfvrsn=806986d1_4
http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/


   

  

Technical Advisory Group Helen Rees explains the current cVDPV situation in Africa and its 
implications. 
:: The Technical Advisory Group (TAG) on polio eradication is an independent body charged with 
advising and making recommendations to the ministry of health and Global Polio Eradication Initiative 
(GPEI) partners on polio eradication programme policies, strategies and operations. The WHO has 
issued a call for nomination for experts to serve on the Technical Advisory Group on polio 
eradication in Afghanistan and Pakistan. 
 
Summary of new WPV and cVDPV viruses this week (AFP cases and environmental 
samples):  
:: Afghanistan: two cVDPV2 cases and six cVDPV2 positive environmental samples 
:: Pakistan: 13 WPV1 positive environmental samples  
:: Benin: one cVDPV2 case 
:: Chad: one cVDPV2 case 
:: Democratic Republic of the Congo (DR Congo): two cVDPV2 cases 
:: Somalia: one cVDPV2 case  
:: Sudan: 11 cVDPV2 cases 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Emergencies 
 
Ebola – DRC+ 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
 
Last WHO Situation Report published 23 June 2020 
 
Ebola outbreak in western Democratic Republic of the Congo reaches 100 cases  
21 August 2020  
   Brazzaville - The number of cases in the ongoing Ebola outbreak in western Democratic Republic of 
the Congo (DRC) has reached 100, a near two-fold increase in a little over five weeks. 
   This latest outbreak, DRC’s 11th, was declared on 1 June 2020 in Equateur Province. A cluster of 
cases was initially detected in Mbandaka, the provincial capital. The outbreak has since spread to 11 of 
the province’s 17 health zones. Of the 100 cases reported so far, 96 are confirmed and four are 
probable. Forty-three people have lost their lives. 
   The outbreak presents significant logistical challenges, with affected communities spanning large 
distances in remote and densely-forested areas of the province, which straddles the Equator. At its 
widest points, the outbreak is spread across approximately 300 km both from east to west and from 
north to south. It can take days to reach affected populations, with responders and supplies often 
having to traverse areas without roads, necessitating long periods of river boat travel. 
   An Ebola outbreak occurred in the same province in May 2018 and was contained in less than three 
months with 54 cases and 33 deaths recorded. 
   “With 100 Ebola cases in less than 100 days, the outbreak in Equateur Province is evolving in a 
concerning way,” said Dr Matshidiso Moeti, World Health Organization (WHO) Regional Director for 
Africa. “The virus is spreading across a wide and rugged terrain which requires costly interventions and 
with COVID-19 draining resources and attention, it is hard to scale-up operations.”… 
 

http://polioeradication.org/news-post/qa-with-helen-rees/
http://polioeradication.org/news-post/qa-with-helen-rees/
http://www.emro.who.int/polio/polio-infocus/call-for-nomination-for-experts-to-serve-on-the-technical-advisory-group-on-polio-eradication-in-afghanistan-and-pakistan.html
http://www.emro.who.int/polio/polio-infocus/call-for-nomination-for-experts-to-serve-on-the-technical-advisory-group-on-polio-eradication-in-afghanistan-and-pakistan.html
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/332654/SITREP_EVD_DRC_20200623-eng.pdf
Ebola%20outbreak%20in%20western%20Democratic%20Republic%20of%20the%20Congo%20reaches%20100%20cases


   

  

:::::: 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
Democratic Republic of the Congo  
:: Ebola outbreak in western Democratic Republic of the Congo reaches 100 cases  21 August 2020  
 
Mozambique floods  - No new digest announcements identified 
Nigeria - No new digest announcements identified 
Somalia - No new digest announcements identified 
South Sudan   - No new digest announcements identified 
Syrian Arab Republic  - No new digest announcements identified 
Yemen - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
Iraq  
:: WHO delivers ambulances and health technologies to Ministry of Health in the Kurdistan region to 
support emergency referrals and COVID-19 containment efforts  Erbil, 25 August 2020 
 
Afghanistan - No new digest announcements identified 
Angola   - No new digest announcements identified 
Burkina Faso [in French] - No new digest announcements identified 
Burundi  - No new digest announcements identified 
Cameroon  - No new digest announcements identified 
Central African Republic - No new digest announcements identified 
Ethiopia - No new digest announcements identified 
Iran floods 2019  - No new digest announcements identified 
Libya - No new digest announcements identified 
Malawi - No new digest announcements identified 
Measles in Europe - No new digest announcements identified 
MERS-CoV  - No new digest announcements identified 
Myanmar  - No new digest announcements identified 
Niger - No new digest announcements identified 
occupied Palestinian territory  - No new digest announcements identified 
HIV in Pakistan  - No new digest announcements identified 
Sao Tome and Principe Necrotizing Cellulitis (2017)  - No new digest announcements identified 
Sudan  - No new digest announcements identified 
Ukraine - No new digest announcements identified 
Zimbabwe - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 1 Emergencies  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
Chad  - No new digest announcements identified 
Djibouti – Page not responding at inquiry 
Kenya   - No new digest announcements identified 

http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cod/en/
file:///C:/Users/ge2p2global/Dropbox/CVEP%20-%20Vax%20Week/Ebola%20outbreak%20in%20western%20Democratic%20Republic%20of%20the%20Congo%20reaches%20100%20cases
https://afro.who.int/countries/mozambique
http://www.who.int/emergencies/nigeria/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/somalia/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ssd/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/syr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/yem/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/countries/irq/index.html
http://www.emro.who.int/irq/iraq-news/who-delivers-ambulances-and-health-technologies-to-ministry-of-health-in-the-kurdistan-region-to-support-covid-19-containment-efforts.html?format=html
http://www.emro.who.int/irq/iraq-news/who-delivers-ambulances-and-health-technologies-to-ministry-of-health-in-the-kurdistan-region-to-support-covid-19-containment-efforts.html?format=html
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/afg/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/angola
https://www.afro.who.int/fr/countries/burkina-faso
https://www.afro.who.int/countries/burundi
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cmr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/caf/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/eth/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/irn/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/lby/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/malawi
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/communicable-diseases/measles-and-rubella
http://www.who.int/emergencies/mers-cov/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mmr/en/
http://afro.who.int/fr/countries/niger
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/opt/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/pandemic-epidemic-diseases/news/who-and-partners-mobilize-hiv-drugs-for-infected-children-in-pakistan.html
http://afro.who.int/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/sdn/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ukr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/zwe/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tcd/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/fr/countries/dji/
http://www.afro.who.int/countries/kenya


   

  

Mali  - No new digest announcements identified 
Namibia - viral hepatitis  - No new digest announcements identified 
Tanzania  - No new digest announcements identified 
  
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – L3 Emergencies 
The UN and its humanitarian partners are currently responding to three 'L3' emergencies. This is the 
global humanitarian system's classification for the response to the most severe, large-scale 
humanitarian crises.  
Syrian Arab Republic   
:: Syria ǀ Situation Report #2, Alouk Water Station, 28 August 2020 
:: Syria ǀ Situation Report #1, Alouk Water Station, 25 August 2020 
 
Yemen  
:: 23 August 2020  Yemen Situation Report, 23 Aug 2020 [EN/AR] 
Highlights 
:: Funding shortage closes life-saving programmes as humanitarian needs rise 
:: COVID-19 strategy refreshed as COVID-19 continues to spread across Yemen 
:: Fuel crisis is another shock to the humanitarian situation in northern governorates 
:: Hopes of a UN assessment mission to avert a catastrophic oil spill from the Safer tanker falter 
:: Air strikes causing civilian casualties double in the second quarter of 2020 
 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Corporate Emergencies 
When the USG/ERC declares a Corporate Emergency Response, all OCHA offices, branches and 
sections provide their full support to response activities both at HQ and in the field. 
COVID-19    
:: Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) Situation Report 41: occupied Palestinian territory, issued 27 
August 2020, information for period: 5 March - 27 August 2020 
 
East Africa Locust Infestation   
:: Desert Locust situation update - 24 August 2020 
 

 
*                      *                       *                        * 

 

:: Agency/Government/IGO Watch 
We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for key 
media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on regional or global 
level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific coverage is limited. Please 
suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
 
 
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly  
[to 29 Aug 2020] 

https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mli/en/
http://afro.who.int/news/baseline-assessment-national-viral-hepatitis-response-namibia
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tza/en/
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/syria
https://reliefweb.int/node/3665752
https://reliefweb.int/node/3664791
https://www.unocha.org/yemen
https://reliefweb.int/node/3664067
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/covid19
https://reliefweb.int/node/3665401
https://reliefweb.int/node/3665401
https://www.unocha.org/east-africa-locust-infestation
https://reliefweb.int/node/3664352


   

  

https://www.un.org/press/en 
Selected Meetings/Press Releases/Announcements 
27 August 2020  
SC/14286 
Food Insecurity, Impact of COVID-19 among Critical Challenges Facing 
Syria, Humanitarian Affairs Senior Official Tells Security Council 
The spread of COVID-19 in Syria is likely more severe than official data suggests, a senior United 
Nations official told the Security Council during a videoconference meeting on 27 August, adding that 
food insecurity remains a nationwide concern and that humanitarian convoys are suffering delays after 
the 15-member organ in July reduced the number of authorized border crossings to one. 
 
26 August 2020  
SG/SM/20220 
Secretary-General Warns of Resurgent Nuclear Menace, Calling for Complete Ban on 
Testing, in Message for International Day 
 
25 August 2020  
SG/SM/20219 
Renewing Call for Greater Urgency on Rohingya Crisis, Secretary-General Says Ultimate 
Responsibility Rests with Myanmar Authorities 
 
 
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true  
Top News 
Press briefing notes on Madagascar 
   We are very concerned by reports of excessive use of force by security forces at a Madagascar jail on 
23 August when 22 inmates were killed and eight injured during a mass escape. The prison breakout 
occurred amid concerns the country’s squalid and overcrowded detention facilities are a hotbed for the 
spread of COVID-19… 
 
Press briefing notes on Republic Democratic du Congo 
   The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Michelle Bachelet has today expressed deep concern 
over the death threats directed at the Congolese human rights defender and Nobel Prize laureate Dr. 
Denis Mukwege, and is calling for swift action to investigate who is behind the threats and bring them 
to justice… 
 
Bachelet urges end to crisis caused by refusal to reappoint head of Inter-American 
Commission on Human Rights 
 
International community must support Lebanon and international agencies to avert 
hunger crisis, says UN human rights expert 
 
UN: accountability for human rights violations during peaceful protests is key 
   Despite promising steps by the current Government of Iraq concerning human rights violations and 
abuses committed in the context of recent demonstrations, accountability remains elusive, according to 
a UN report released on Thursday…. 
 

https://www.un.org/press/en
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sc14286.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sc14286.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm20220.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm20220.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm20219.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm20219.doc.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26192&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26191&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26188&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26188&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26194&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26194&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26186&LangID=E


   

  

 
United Nations Human Rights Council  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL 
Council News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Committee on the Rights of the Child [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the sale and sexual exploitation of children   [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx  
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed 
Conflict [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 
Press Releases 
Seizing Opportunities to Better Protect Conflict-Affected Children is Critical as the World 
Responds to COVID-19 
Tuesday, 25 August 2020 
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
Philippines: Significant Measures to Protect Conflict-Affected Children in Place but Full 
Implementation Essential for Effective Protection 
Tuesday, 25 August 2020 
 
 
SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict 
[to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights   [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable 
standard of physical and mental health  [to 29 Aug 2020] 

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/2020/08/seizing-opportunities-to-better-protect-conflict-affected-children-is-critical-as-the-world-responds-to-covid-19/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/2020/08/seizing-opportunities-to-better-protect-conflict-affected-children-is-critical-as-the-world-responds-to-covid-19/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/2020/08/philippines-significant-measures-to-protect-conflict-affected-children-in-place-but-full-implementation-essential-for-effective-protection/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/2020/08/philippines-significant-measures-to-protect-conflict-affected-children-in-place-but-full-implementation-essential-for-effective-protection/
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx


   

  

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples   [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx 
Latest news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN OCHA [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://www.unocha.org/  
Selected Press Releases     
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Centre for Humanitarian Data/HDX  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://centre.humdata.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNICEF  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases 
Selected Press releases/Announcements 
Press release 
08/27/2020  
Severe water shortages compound desperate situation for children and families in Beirut  
UNICEF and partners rehabilitating and reconnecting critical water infrastructure  
 
Press release 
08/26/2020  
COVID-19: At least a third of the world’s school children unable to access remote learning 
during school closures, new report says  
UNICEF’s Reimagine campaign calls for urgent investment to bridge the digital divide, reach every child 
with remote learning, and, most critically, prioritize the safe reopening of schools  

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx
https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases
https://centre.humdata.org/
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/severe-water-shortages-compound-desperate-situation-children-and-families-beirut
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/covid-19-least-third-worlds-schoolchildren-unable-access-remote-learning-during
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/covid-19-least-third-worlds-schoolchildren-unable-access-remote-learning-during


   

  

 
Press release 
08/26/2020  
Ericsson and UNICEF launch global partnership to map school internet connectivity  
Three-year initiative to identify connectivity gaps in 35 countries is a critical first step in connecting 
every school to the internet  
 
News note 
08/25/2020  
UNICEF delivers critical supplies to support children and families affected by Beirut 
explosions  
 
Press release 
08/25/2020  
Rohingya children bearing brunt of COVID disruptions in Bangladesh refugee camps as 
education facilities remain closed  
 
Press release 
08/23/2020  
UNICEF airlifts more supplies to respond to COVID-19 in Yemen  
 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html 
Selected Announcements  
UNHCR and IOM call for urgent disembarkation of rescued migrants and refugees in 
Central Mediterranean Sea 
29 August 2020 
 
COVID-19 driving Nicaraguan refugees to hunger and desperation 
28 August 2020  
 
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
Selected Announcements 
Urgent Coordinated Response Needed to the Alarming Conditions of Migrants and 
Refugees Detained in Melilla: IOM, UNHCR 
2020-08-29 21:54 
Madrid - The International Organization for Migration (IOM) and the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) call 
on Spanish authorities to adopt urgent and coordinated measures to respond to the concerning 
situation of refugees, asylum seekers and migrants hosted in the autonomous city of Melilla, both in 
the... 
 
IOM and UNHCR call for urgent disembarkation of rescued migrants and refugees in 
Central Mediterranean Sea  
2020-08-29 17:15 

https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/ericsson-and-unicef-launch-global-partnership-map-school-internet-connectivity
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-delivers-critical-supplies-support-children-and-families-affected-beirut
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-delivers-critical-supplies-support-children-and-families-affected-beirut
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/rohingya-children-bearing-brunt-covid-disruptions-bangladesh-refugee-camps-education
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/rohingya-children-bearing-brunt-covid-disruptions-bangladesh-refugee-camps-education
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-airlifts-more-supplies-respond-covid-19-yemen
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/8/5f491cb64/unhcr-iom-call-urgent-disembarkation-rescued-migrants-refugees-central.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/8/5f491cb64/unhcr-iom-call-urgent-disembarkation-rescued-migrants-refugees-central.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/8/5f44c56d4/covid-19-driving-nicaraguan-refugees-hunger-desperation.html
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases
https://www.iom.int/news/urgent-coordinated-response-needed-alarming-conditions-migrants-and-refugees-detained-melilla
https://www.iom.int/news/urgent-coordinated-response-needed-alarming-conditions-migrants-and-refugees-detained-melilla
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-and-unhcr-call-urgent-disembarkation-rescued-migrants-and-refugees-central-mediterranean
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-and-unhcr-call-urgent-disembarkation-rescued-migrants-and-refugees-central-mediterranean


   

  

Geneva- The International Organization for Migration (IOM) and UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency, are 
calling for the immediate disembarkation of more than 400 rescued migrants and refugees currently on 
board three vessels in the Central Mediterranean. 
 
IOM Strengthens Preparedness Measures for COVID-19 Across the North Pacific 
2020-08-28 12:59 
Pohnpei – The Republic of Palau (ROP), the Republic of the Marshall Islands (RMI) and the Federated 
States of Micronesia (FSM) remain free of COVID-19 due to the decision to close their borders in March 
2020 when many countries opted to remain open. While the three countries are... 
 
Over 360,000 Persons Displaced in Chad’s Lake Province, Over Half of Province’s 
Population 
2020-08-28 00:00 
N’Djamena – An estimated 363,807 persons are currently displaced in parts of the African nation of 
Chad’s zone bordering Cameroon, Nigeria and Niger. That’s over half of the population of Chad’s Lac 
Province now considered displaced, according to new figures from the... 
 
Burkina Faso Records One Million Internally Displaced, Its Most Ever, as Violence Rages 
Amid COVID-19 
2020-08-25 12:59 
Ouagadougou  – More than a million people have been internally displaced by the upsurge in violence 
in Burkina Faso, according to the country’s National Council for Emergency Relief and Rehabilitation 
(CONASUR) findings in an  August 2020 report.    
 
Three Years Later, Rohingya Refugee Resiliency Anchors Humanitarian Response and 
Accountability 
2020-08-24 21:01 
Cox’s Bazar - August 25 marks three years since hundreds of thousands of Rohingya men, women, 
boys and girls sought safety in Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh, after they were forcibly displaced from 
Rakhine, Myanmar, due to violence and fear of persecution.  
 
 
UNAIDS [to 29 Aug 2020]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
Selected Press Releases/Reports/Statements 
27 August 2020 
“Do not guess, get tested” - Free testing for HIV, syphilis, and hepatitis B and C in Yerevan  
 
25 August 2020 
Sex work during COVID-19 in Tanzania  
 
25 August 2020 
A way to optimized HIV investments in the EECA region  
 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 29 Aug 2020]  
27 August 2020   News release 

https://www.iom.int/news/iom-strengthens-preparedness-measures-covid-19-across-north-pacific
https://www.iom.int/news/over-360000-persons-displaced-chads-lake-province-over-half-provinces-population
https://www.iom.int/news/over-360000-persons-displaced-chads-lake-province-over-half-provinces-population
https://www.iom.int/news/burkina-faso-records-one-million-internally-displaced-its-most-ever-violence-rages-amid-covid
https://www.iom.int/news/burkina-faso-records-one-million-internally-displaced-its-most-ever-violence-rages-amid-covid
https://www.iom.int/news/three-years-later-rohingya-refugee-resiliency-anchors-humanitarian-response-and-accountability
https://www.iom.int/news/three-years-later-rohingya-refugee-resiliency-anchors-humanitarian-response-and-accountability
http://www.unaids.org/en
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/august/20200827_armenia
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/august/20200825_sex-work-covid19-tanzania
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/august/20200825_eeca-optima


   

  

World Mental Health Day: an opportunity to kick-start a massive scale-up in investment in 
mental health 
 
25 August 2020   News release 
Global polio eradication initiative applauds WHO African region for wild polio-free 
certification 
[See Milestones above for detail] 
 
24 August 2020   News release 
172 countries and multiple candidate vaccines engaged in COVID-19 vaccine Global Access 
Facility 
[See Milestones above for detail] 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO      
:: Push for stronger health systems as Africa battles COVID-19  26 August 2020  
:: Africa eradicates wild poliovirus   25 August 2020  
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
No new digest content identified 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
No new digest content identified 
 
WHO European Region EURO  
:: Inaugural meeting of Pan-European Commission on Health and Sustainable Development takes place 
28-08-2020  
:: Fanny Lopez, paediatric nurse supporting premature newborns and their parents 28-08-2020  
:: Romania: trust, dialogue and cooperation at community level to combat COVID-19 27-08-2020  
:: WHO/Europe to establish a mental health coalition to support system reforms and COVID-19 
recovery 26-08-2020  
:: Rehabilitation needed by every two out of three COVID-19 patients recovering from intensive care – 
The story of Samantha 26-08-2020  
  
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: Statement by WHO's Regional Director on COVID-19 developments in the Eastern Mediterranean 
Region 
   28 August 2020 – As of 26 August 2020, a total of 1 862 635 COVID-19 cases has been reported in 
the Eastern Mediterranean Region since the start of the novel coronavirus outbreak, which represents 
8.0% of the global burden of more than 23 million cases reported to date…. 
:: WHO Regional Director Dr Ahmed Al-Mandhari congratulates the African Region on becoming wild 
poliovirus-free  25 August 2020 - 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
No new digest content identified 

https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/27-08-2020-world-mental-health-day-an-opportunity-to-kick-start-a-massive-scale-up-in-investment-in-mental-health
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/27-08-2020-world-mental-health-day-an-opportunity-to-kick-start-a-massive-scale-up-in-investment-in-mental-health
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/25-08-2020-global-polio-eradication-initiative-applauds-who-african-region-for-wild-polio-free-certification
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/25-08-2020-global-polio-eradication-initiative-applauds-who-african-region-for-wild-polio-free-certification
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/24-08-2020-172-countries-and-multiple-candidate-vaccines-engaged-in-covid-19-vaccine-global-access-facility
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/24-08-2020-172-countries-and-multiple-candidate-vaccines-engaged-in-covid-19-vaccine-global-access-facility
http://www.afro.who.int/
https://www.afro.who.int/news/push-stronger-health-systems-africa-battles-covid-19
https://www.afro.who.int/news/africa-eradicates-wild-poliovirus
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=466:2008-media-center-press-releases&Itemid=40108&lang=en
http://www.searo.who.int/
http://www.euro.who.int/
https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-emergencies/coronavirus-covid-19/news/news/2020/8/inaugural-meeting-of-pan-european-commission-on-health-and-sustainable-development-takes-place2
https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/Health-systems/nursing-and-midwifery/news/news/2020/8/fanny-lopez,-paediatric-nurse-supporting-premature-newborns-and-their-parents2
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World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2020/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
Latest from News Centre 
‘Best of the last’ tropical forests urgently need protection - joint study by UNDP, NASA and 
WCS 
The world’s ‘best of the last’ tropical forests are at significant risk of being lost, according to a joint 
paper- A policy-driven framework for conserving the best of Earth’s remaining moist tropical…    
Posted on August 26, 2020 
 
Digital finance, a lifeline during COVID-19 crisis, can deliver long-term financing of the 
Sustainable Development Goals 
Unleashing potential of digital finance could have transformational impact on sustainable development 
says group of financial, business, government and development leaders convened by the UN…    
Posted on August 26, 2020 
 
 
UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
Publications  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://www.unenvironment.org/ 
News 
25 Aug 2020   Press release  
New partnership between UNEP and ReNew Power to increase access to clean, efficient 
energy in India 

https://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2020/
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/news/2020/_best-of-the-last-tropical-forests-urgently-need-protection--und.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/news/2020/_best-of-the-last-tropical-forests-urgently-need-protection--und.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/news/2020/Digital_finance_during_COVID19_can_deliver_longterm_financing_SDG.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/news/2020/Digital_finance_during_COVID19_can_deliver_longterm_financing_SDG.html
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm
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https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/press-release/new-partnership-between-unep-and-renew-power-increase-access-clean
https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/press-release/new-partnership-between-unep-and-renew-power-increase-access-clean


   

  

   Gurugram, Haryana, India, 25 August 2020 – India’s largest renewable energy company, ReNew 
Power, and the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) have signed a partnership agreement to promote 
increased access to renewable… 
 
 
UNDRR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://www.undrr.org/ 
Updates 
24 August 2020  
Building resilience through youth leadership  
   The future is in good hands. The young people who participated in the “Disaster Risk Reduction 
(DRR) and Climate Change Youth Forum”, held on August 12th in the framework of International Youth 
Day, showed great interest in becoming even more involved in… 
 
 
UN DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/  
News 
Geospatial information helps us connect vital data with a geographic location 
25 August 2020, New York  
   To achieve the ambitious targets of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, bold and urgent 
action is needed. As the world is facing the grim impacts from the COVID-19 crisis, it has further 
underscored the challenges that prevent countries from taking the extraordinary steps needed to attain 
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 
   Geospatial information exists in many forms and mediums and provides the ‘glue’ that enables the 
integration of all digital data with a location dimension. It can be as simple as a name on a map or as 
complicated as a dashboard that allows the modelling of COVID-19 hotspots which enables decision-
making and allocation of resources by countries and sectors. 
   At the heart of decision making on geospatial information is the United Nations Committee of Experts 
on Global Geospatial Information Management (UN-GGIM). In light of the continued and ongoing 
impact of COVID-19, the Tenth session of UN-GGIM will be held in a scaled-down virtual format, 
consisting of three two-hour meetings, on 26-27 August and on 4 September 2020… 
 
 
UNESCO  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://en.unesco.org/news 
Latest News 
New resources to counter COVID-19 conspiracy theories through critical thinking and 
empathy 
Press release  08/30/2020  
 
The Director-General launches from Beirut the "Li Beirut" initiative, putting education, 
culture and heritage at the heart of reconstruction efforts 
27/08/2020  
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
Progress towards the development of an African Modern Heritage Programme 
News  08/27/2020  
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International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS)  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://www.icomos.org/en/ 
Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://unhabitat.org/ 
News and Stories 
UN-Habitat includes COVID-19 prevention as schools prepare to reopen in cyclone affected 
region of Mozambique 
Thursday 27 August, 2020  
 
Ethiopia’s open air markets are redesigned with SIDA support to limit COVID-19 spread 
Tuesday 25 August, 2020  
 
UN-Habitat and UNHCR launch a Settlement Profiling Tool to support infrastructure 
prioritization for the displaced 
Tuesday 25 August, 2020  
 
UN-Habitat intervention helps to curb the spread of COVID-19 in Ghana’s slums  
Monday 24 August, 2020  
 
Vast majority of the world’s cities affected by COVID-19 according to UN-Habitat survey 
Monday 24 August, 2020  
 
 
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ILO International Labour Organization  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm 
Changes in the labour market in Qatar 
Dismantling the kafala system and introducing a minimum wage mark new era for Qatar 
labour market   
30 August 2020  
Greater freedom to change jobs, combined with a non-discriminatory minimum wage, will benefit 
employers and workers alike  

https://www.icomos.org/en/
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp
http://unhabitat.org/
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http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.ilo.org/beirut/projects/qatar-office/WCMS_754391/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.ilo.org/beirut/projects/qatar-office/WCMS_754391/lang--en/index.htm


   

  

 
Blog 
Looking back to look forward: What does the next normal look like?   
27 August 2020  
Crises, such as that caused by COVID-19, bring change. What can previous crises tell us about how 
those changes are likely to manifest themselves? 
 
Public employment services 
Digital channels improve access to employment support   
26 August 2020  
A new ILO policy brief shows how public employment services are using technology to increase the 
help available to people whose jobs have been affected by COVID-19. 
 
 
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://www.icao.int/  
Latest News and Highlights    
ICAO Secretary General addresses UN Global Counter-terrorism Compact on aviation and 
pandemic responses 
28/8/20 
   
ICAO Council President calls for innovation and solidarity at ATN Summer Aviation Forum 
28/8/20 

 
 
IMO International Maritime Organization  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx 
Latest Press Briefings  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release 
Press Releases 
WMO Update: 60 percent chance of La Niña 
Publish Date:  27 August 2020  
   There is a 60 percent chance of a weak La Niña event developing during September to November 
2020, according to a new El Niño/La Niña update from the World Meteorological Organization. Despite 
the tendency for La Niña to have a cooling effect on global temperatures overall, above-average 
temperatures are expected to be predominant. 
 
 
UPU  Universal Postal Union   [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://www.upu.int/en/News-Media/Press/Press-Releases 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
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UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html 
News 
Development prospects for Latin America and the Caribbean in a post-COVID-19 world  
   VIENNA, 25 August 2020 - In May 2020, Latin America and the Caribbean became the epicenter of 
the global COVID-19 pandemic, and the number of positive cases and deaths related to the SARS-CoV-
2 virus continues to grow at a fast pace. The severity of the health crisis is exacerbated by the 
structural problems that characterize the region in areas such as health, social and economic inequality, 
political strife, violence and insecurity, as well as environmental degradation. The outbreak of COVID-
19 threatens to reverse economic and social progress achieved in the region over the last decade; 
moreover, it compromises prospects of achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by 2030. 
 
 
International Organization for Standardization (ISO)  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/ 
News 
By Clare Naden on 26 August 2020  
LEI: Standards for the “who’s who” of the financial market just updated  
   Knowing who is who and who owns whom is fundamental to transparency and security in financial 
transactions. The legal entity identifier (LEI) enables such transparency and gives rise to the publicly 
available global directory of financial market participants. It exists thanks to ISO standards that have …  
   ISO 17442-1, Financial services – Legal entity identifier (LEI) – Part 1: Assignment, specifies the 
minimum elements of a legal entity identifier scheme that is clear and unambiguous, capable of 
identifying the legal entities relevant to any financial transaction. These include banks, finance 
companies, any organization that issues securities, anyone listed on the stock exchange, pension funds 
and more. ISO 17442-2, Financial services – Legal entity identifier (LEI) – Part 2: Application in digital 
certificates, complements this first part by specifying how to embed the LEI in digital certificates. 
 
By Clare Naden on 24 August 2020  
Counting the ways with bamboo  
   With more than ten thousand different uses, bamboo is versatile, renewable, clean, green and 
abundant. What’s more, it holds the key to many climate change and sustainable development 
solutions. What’s not to love? ISO’s expert committee for bamboo has just published its first 
International Standard …  
   ISO’s dedicated expert committee has just published its first International Standard, with many 
others in the pipeline. ISO 21625, Vocabulary related to bamboo and bamboo products, outlines the 
internationally agreed and recognized terms and definitions in the industry, providing an essential 
baseline for greater understanding and cooperation. 
 
 
UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://www.unwto.org/news 
News 
All Regions  Statements, COVID-19  
Covid-19 and Transforming Tourism 
28 Aug 2020  
 
Middle East  COVID-19  

http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html
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UNWTO Delegation Observes Safe Restart of Tourism in Egypt on Official Visit  
26 Aug 2020  
 
All Regions  COVID-19  
UN Secretary-General: “It is imperative that we rebuild the tourism sector in a safe, 
equitable and climate friendly manner”  
25 Aug 2020 
 
 
WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/ 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CBD  Convention on Biological Diversity [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://www.cbd.int/ 
Announcements 
28.08.2020 Statement by Elizabeth Maruma Mrema, Executive Secretary of the Convention 
on Biological Diversity, at the opening of the Virtual Expert Forum on SEEA Experiental 
Ecosystem Accountig 2020  
 
:::::: 
 
USAID [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Announcements 
USAID Announces $1.17 Million for Awards to Support Venezuelans  
August 27, 2020 
   Today, the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) announced $1.17 million for five 
BetterTogether Challenge awards to directly benefit Venezuelans in Brazil, Colombia, Ecuador, and 
Venezuela. 
 
Funding in Global Health, International Higher Education, Youth Empowerment, And 
Women's Economic Empowerment Programs under the New Partnerships Initiative  
August 26, 2020 
Statement By USAID Acting Administrator John Barsa 
   I am pleased to announce five new awards from the U.S. Agency for International Development 
(USAID) in global health, higher education, youth, and women's economic empowerment under the 
New Partnerships Initiative (NPI). 
 
 
DFID  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development 
Press Releases 
Foreign Secretary commits to more effective and accountable aid spending under new 
Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office  
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Independent Commission for Aid Impact (ICAI) will continue to scrutinise aid spending following the 
Foreign Office and the Department for International Development merger next week 
Updated: 29 August 2020  
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
Wild polio wiped out in Africa with UK aid support  
World Health Organization (WHO) announces the end of wild polio in Africa, marking a major step 
towards global eradication of the disease. 
Updated: 25 August 2020  
 
 
ECHO  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news 
Latest News 
Coronavirus Global Response: EU organises Humanitarian Air Bridge to Côte d'Ivoire 
28/08/2020 
   A flight from the European Union Humanitarian Air Bridge will land in Abidjan today, carrying 7.5 
tonnes of medical equipment and PPE for Ivorian health personnel. The shipment includes medical 
outfits, masks and refrigerators, to protect the...  
 
Coronavirus Global Response: EU Humanitarian Air Bridge supports Venezuela 
24/08/2020 
   As part of the EU's global coronavirus response, an EU Humanitarian Air Bridge operation consisting 
of 2 flights to Venezuela has delivered a total of 82.5 tonnes of life-saving material to supply 
humanitarian partners in the field. The first...  
 
:::::: 
 
African Union [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://www.au.int/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of Social  
Press releases 
African Union Office of the Youth Envoy and African Leadership Institute Launch a Report 
on “Greater Inclusion of African Youth in Public Service and Governance 
August 27, 2020 
 
COVID-19 heightens need to expand resource mobilization base 
August 24, 2020 
 
 
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://asean.org/category/news/asean-secretariat-news/ 
Secretariat News 
ASEAN reaffirms commitment to eliminate worst forms of child labour 
JAKARTA, 28 August 2020 - The ASEAN Secretariat, together with the U.S. Agency for International 
Development (USAID), U.S. Mission to ASEAN and the International Labour Organization (ILO) on 26-
27 August organised the Regional Inter-Sectoral Workshop on the Renewal of the ASEAN Roadmap for 
the Elimination of the Worst Forms of Child Labour by 2025. Over [...] 
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ASEAN Connectivity holds symposium on comprehensive and cohesive recovery 
JAKARTA, 28 August 2020 - The Permanent Mission of Viet Nam to ASEAN hosted the 11th ASEAN 
Connectivity Symposium today on “Enhancing ASEAN Cohesiveness, Responsiveness through Resilient 
Connectivity and Human Capital Development.” The Economic Research Institute for ASEAN and East 
Asia (ERIA) and the ASEAN Secretariat supported the virtual symposium which attracted over 150 
participants [...] 
 
ASEAN Connectivity holds symposium on comprehensive and cohesive recovery 
JAKARTA, 28 August 2020 - The Permanent Mission of Viet Nam to ASEAN hosted the 11th ASEAN 
Connectivity Symposium today on “Enhancing ASEAN Cohesiveness, Responsiveness through Resilient 
Connectivity and Human Capital Development.” The Economic Research Institute for ASEAN and East 
Asia (ERIA) and the ASEAN Secretariat supported the virtual symposium which attracted over 150 
participants [...] 
 
 
European Commission [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1 
Latest     
Press release   29 August 2020 
Coronavirus Global Response: European Union organises a humanitarian air bridge to Côte 
d'Ivoire 
A flight from the European Union (EU) humanitarian air bridge will land in Abidjan today, 
 
Press releasee  27 August 2020 
Coronavirus: the Commission signs first contract with AstraZeneca 
Today, the first contract the European Commission has negotiated on behalf of the EU Member States 
with a pharmaceutical company entered into force following the formal signature between AstraZeneca 
and the Commission…Through the contract, all Member States will be able to purchase 300 million 
doses of the AstraZeneca vaccine, with an option for further 100 million doses, to be distributed on a 
population-based pro-rata basis…. 
 
 
OECD  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://www.oecd.org/  
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Organization of American States (OAS)   [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://www.oas.org/en/ 
Press Releases 
Statement of the Secretary General on the Autonomy of the IACHR 
August 28, 2020 
 
Declaration of the Secretary General on the Designation of the Executive Secretary of the 
IACHR 
August 25, 2020 
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https://asean.org/asean-connectivity-holds-symposium-comprehensive-cohesive-recovery/
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https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_1532
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_1532
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_1524
http://www.oecd.org/
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_releases.asp
https://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=E-089/20
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Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://www.oic-oci.org/  
Selected Press Releases 
OIC Welcomes the Certification of Eradication of Wild Poliovirus in WHO’s African Region 
The General Secretariat of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) welcomes the announcement 
of the independent Africa Regional Certification Commission (ARCC) for Polio Eradication that  47 
countries of WHO African Region has successfully met the certification criteria for wild polio eradication, 
with no cases of the wild poliovirus reported in the Region for four years. This is the fifth World Health 
Organization (WHO) region to be independently certified as free of all wild polioviruses.... 
26/08/2020 
 
Al-Othaimeen: OIC extends assistance to the Lebanese people 
The General Secretariat of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) extended emergency 
assistance to the Lebanese people, through the Islamic Solidarity Fund (ISF), an OIC subsidiary organ. 
The Secretary-General, Yousef A. Al-Othaimeen, affirmed in a statement today that this assistance is 
an expression of the OIC’s solidarity with the affected families and the Lebanese people in order to 
alleviate the repercussions of Beirut port blast.... 
25/08/2020 
 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation affirms its Constant Position on the Palestinian Cause 
Secretary General of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), Dr. Yousef A. Al-Othaimeen, 
asserted that the issue of Palestine and al-Quds is the OIC's raison d'être, pivotal cause, and source of 
unity and strength. "It is at the heart of the OIC's joint Islamic action and the main consensus of all 
Member States, which all endeavor to end the Israeli occupation and help the Palestinian people realize 
their legitimate rights," stated al-Othaimeen.... 
24/08/2020 
 
 
Group of 77  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://www.g77.org/ 
Latest Statements and Speeches 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
UNCTAD  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives]  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Customs Organization – WCO  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://www.wcoomd.org/ 
Latest News – Selected Items 
27 August 2020  
WCO publishes its 2020 Annual Report  

https://www.oic-oci.org/home/?lan=en
https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=23782&ref=14151&lan=en
https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=23780&ref=14149&lan=en
https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=23777&ref=14148&lan=en
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http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx
http://www.wcoomd.org/
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/media/newsroom/2020/august/wco-publishes-its-2020-annual-report.aspx


   

  

 
 
WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
WTO News and Events 
WTO issues new report regarding impact of COVID-19 crisis on agricultural trade 
27 August 2020 
  The WTO Secretariat has published a new information note examining the impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic on world agricultural trade. The paper notes that agricultural trade has fared better than 
other sectors, and that initial measures focused on guaranteeing the immediate availability of food 
have been followed by a second phase of policies seeking to mend broken supply chains and help 
producers to cope with the “new normal” situation. 
 
WTO issues new report on how COVID-19-related restrictions on cross-border mobility are 
affecting global trade 
26 August 2020 
   A new information note published by the WTO Secretariat highlights how trade in goods and services 
has been affected by temporary border closures and travel restrictions linked to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 
:::::: 
 
IPU  Inter-Parliamentary Union   [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases 
Press releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Court of Justice  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases 
Latest Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Criminal Court (ICC)  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
Trying individuals for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
  
World Bank [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week]  
World Bank Response to Covid-19 (Coronavirus) in the Caribbean 

http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news20_e/agri_27aug20_e.htm
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https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases
https://www.icc-cpi.int/
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/factsheet/2020/06/11/world-bank-response-to-covid-19-coronavirus-in-the-caribbean


   

  

   The World Bank’s focus on a cross-cutting approach for building resilience in the Caribbean is more 
important now than ever. We are working with member countries in the Caribbean to help them 
respond...  
Date: August 24, 2020 Type: Factsheet  
 
World Bank Statement on Impartiality and Hiring of Staff for World Bank-financed Projects 
   WASHINGTON, August 24, 2020— Recently, questions have been raised regarding the impartiality of 
the World Bank’s activities in Zambia and our institution’s role in hiring project-level staff. ...  
Date: August 24, 2020 Type: Statement  
 
 
IMF  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article 
News, Announcements 
August 27, 2020 
COVID-19: Without Help, Low-Income Developing Countries Risk a Lost Decade – IMF Blog  
   While the COVID-19 crisis is sending shockwaves around the globe, low-income developing countries 
(LIDCs) are in a particularly difficult position to respond. LIDCs have both been hit hard by external 
shocks and are suffering severe domestic contractions from the spread of the virus and the lockdown 
measures to contain it. At the same time, limited resources and weak institutions constrain the capacity 
of many LIDC governments to support their economies. 
 
 
African Development Bank Group  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://www.afdb.org/en 
Press Releases 
Dr. Akinwumi Adesina re-elected unanimously as President of the African Development 
Bank Group 
   27-Aug-2020 - Dr. Akinwumi A. Adesina has been re-elected to serve a second five-year term as 
President of the African Development Bank Group on Thursday, August 27, 2020 by the Board of 
Governors of the Bank. A globally renowned development economist and a World Food Prize Laureate 
and Sunhak Peace Prize Laureate, Dr. Adesina has distinguished himself in driving a bold agenda to 
reform the Bank and accelerate Africa’s development. He was first elected as President of the Bank on 
May 28, 2015.  
 
2020 Annual Meetings of the African Development Bank: a renewed commitment to 
economic resilience in Africa  
   26-Aug-2020 - The 55th Annual Meetings of the African Development Bank and the 46th meetings of 
the Board of Governors of the African Development Fund (ADF) began in Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire, on 
Wednesday, 26 August 2020. In his opening speech, the President of Côte d’Ivoire, Alassane Ouattara, 
highlighted the unusual context of this year’s Annual Meetings, taking place against the backdrop of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. He also underscored the Bank’s critical support for his country and other 
regional members.  
 
 
Asian Development Bank  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://www.adb.org/news/releases 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-•           

http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/statement/2020/08/24/world-bank-statement-on-impartiality-and-hiring-of-staff-for-world-bank-financed-projects
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article
https://blogs.imf.org/2020/08/27/covid-19-without-help-low-income-developing-countries-risk-a-lost-decade/
https://www.afdb.org/en
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/dr-akinwumi-adesina-re-elected-unanimously-president-african-development-bank-group-37561
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/dr-akinwumi-adesina-re-elected-unanimously-president-african-development-bank-group-37561
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/2020-annual-meetings-african-development-bank-renewed-commitment-economic-resilience-africa-37546
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/2020-annual-meetings-african-development-bank-renewed-commitment-economic-resilience-africa-37546
http://www.adb.org/news/releases
https://www.adb.org/news/all-sectors-must-engage-meet-asia-pacifics-road-safety-challenge-adb-vp


   

  

All Sectors Must Engage to Meet Asia Pacific's Road Safety Challenge—ADB VP  
   MANILA, PHILIPPINES (26 August 2020) – Road safety is a growing public health concern in Asia and 
the Pacific that kills more than one person a minute—a challenge that requires the engagement of all 
sectors of society, Asian Development Bank (ADB) Vice-President for Knowledge Management and 
Sustainable Development Bambang Susantono told a workshop today. 
 
 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank   [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-
level announcements are added each week] 
News  
Beijing, China, Aug. 28, 2020 
AIIB Approves USD100-Million Loan to Bangladesh for COVID-19 Response 
   To help Bangladesh respond to the challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Asian Infrastructure 
Investment Bank (AIIB) has approved a USD100-million loan which will enable the Government of 
Bangladesh to ramp up its testing, tracing and treatment capacity and improve the longer-term 
pandemic preparedness of the country. 
 
 
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news 
News 
28 AUG  
China-IFAD South-South and Triangular Cooperation Facility: Third Call for Proposals  
 
 
Islamic Development Bank  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://www.isdb.org/ 
News 
Islamic Development Bank receives funding from the Women Entrepreneurs Finance 
Initiative to invest in supporting women-led businesses amidst COVID-19 crisis 
   The Islamic Development Bank (IsDB) was one of the recipients of the Women Entrepreneurs 
Finance Initiative (We-Fi)’s third funding allocation comprising $49.3 million. The total investment from 
We-Fi is expected to benefit over 15,000 women-led businesses and mobilize about $350 million of 
additional public and private sector resources. 
27 August 2020 
 

 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 
 

:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
   We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new research and 
major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, collaborations, and initiatives 
across the human rights, humanitarian response and development spheres of action.  WE will not 
reference fundraising announcements, programs, events or appeals, and generally not include content 
which is primarily photo-documentation or video in format. 
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Action Contre la Faim – Action Against Hunger  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org 
Communiqués de presse  
Climat 
L’agroécologie pour lutter contre la Faim dans le monde 
Posté le 24 août 2020  
   La faim est en augmentation pour la quatrième année consécutive selon le rapport 2020 sur l’état de 
la sécurité alimentaire et de la nutrition (SOFI). Elle touche 690 millions* de personnes dans le monde, 
en causes : les conflits, les inégalités économiques et la crise climatique.  
   Les conséquences du changement climatique sont de plus en plus visibles et menacent chaque jour 
un nombre grandissant de personnes. Sécheresse, inondation, tempête, ces phénomènes climatiques 
s’amplifient et touchent plus durement des populations déjà vulnérables. La banque mondiale prévoit 
143 millions de déplacés climatiques d’ici 2050 dans son rapport de 2018. 
 
 
Alliance for International Medical Action (ALIMA)  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://www.alima-ngo.org/en/press-room 
PRESS RELEASES 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://newsroom.amref.org/category/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases     
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Aravind Eye Care System  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://aravind.org/ 
Aravind News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
  
BRAC  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://www.brac.net/#news 
Latest  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clubhouse International  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html 
News 
SAVE THE DATE -- Oct. 8-9 -- Our 2020 USA Clubhouse Conference is Now VIRTUAL! 
  This Year's USA Clubhouse Conference is Now VIRTUAL. Registration details are coming soon! 
 
 

http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/
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Danish Refugee Council  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://www.drc.dk/news 
NEWS 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ECPAT  [to 29 Aug 2020]  
http://www.ecpat.net/news 
News from ECPAT 
ECPAT International mourns death of Fundación Paniamor Executive Director, Gilda 
Pacheco 
27/08/2020 
   The entire ECPAT family is deeply saddened by the sudden death of Gilda Pacheco Oreamuno, 
Fundación Paniamor Executive Director, in Costa Rica on August 24, 2020. 
 
 
Fountain House  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/  
Press Releases 
Dr. Ashwin Vasan, CEO of Fountain House, on CDC Study: This is a mental health crisis and 
we need to act.  
Posted on: August 16, 2020  
 
 
Humanity & Inclusion  [nee Handicap International]  [to 29 Aug 2020]  
https://hi.org/en/index 
All news 
HI provides 500 people with psychological "first aid"  
28 August 2020  
   The explosion in Beirut on 4 August traumatised an entire population. Over the last fortnight, HI’s 
teams have provided emergency psychological assistance to some 500 people. 
 
Lebanon: HI’s teams assisting the injured  
28 August 2020  
 
 
Heifer International  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://www.heifer.org/ 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HelpAge International  [to 29 Aug 2020]  
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/ 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
No new digest content identified. 
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ICRC  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports    
Iraqi Families of Missing: The wounds that do not heal 
   In Iraq, decades of successive conflicts and periods of violence have led to one of the highest 
numbers of missing persons in the world. 
30-08-2020 | News release 
 
In Lebanon, addressing the question of missing persons remains a humanitarian priority 
for the ICRC 
In the wake of the devastating explosion which ripped through Beirut, the International Committee of 
the Red Cross (ICRC) in Lebanon has been actively engaged with the Lebanese Red Cross and 
authorities to support the process of restoring family link 
28-08-2020 | News release 
 
South Sudan: New policy brings hope to families of thousands registered as missing 
  As 30 August marks International Day of the Disappeared, nearly 5,000 people across South Sudan 
are registered as missing with the ICRC 
28-08-2020 | News release 
 
Cyber attacks are a known threat: Now is the time for preventive action 
Statement to Arria Formula Meeting on Cyber Attacks Against Critical Infrastructure 
26 August 2020 
 
 
IFRC   [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
Asia Pacific, Bangladesh 
Cox’s Bazar: Almost 1 in 5 people in treatment have lung disease as COVID-19 spreads 
   Kuala Lumpur, Cox’s Bazar, Geneva, 24 August 2020: New data reveals that nearly one in five 
(17.9%) people being treated for medical conditions in displacement camps in Cox’s Bazar are already 
experiencing some form of lung disease as COVID-19 spreads … 
24 August 2020 
 
 
International Medical Corps (IMC)   [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IRC  International Rescue Committee  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 
Media highlights 
Press Release  
As COVID cases rise 1000% in Northeast Syria, IRC calls on UN Security Council to reopen 
critical Yaroubiya aid crossing 
August 26, 2020  

https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/iraqi-families-missing-wounds-do-not-heal
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Press Release  
New IRC report: More than 300,000 Rohingya refugee children need Internet access for 
remote learning during COVID-19 pandemic 
August 24, 2020  
 
 
IRCT  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://irct.org/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Islamic Relief Worldwide  [to 29 Aug 2020]  
https://www.islamic-relief.org/ 
Latest News, Blog 
Blockaded Gaza faces an avalanche of suffering as new lockdown begins 
Published: 28 August, 2020  
 
Is a lack of liquidity blunting Islamic finance’s key poverty reduction instrument? 
Published: 26 August, 2020  
 
 
Landsea   [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Medecins du Monde   [to 29 Aug 2020]  
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Mercy Corps [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
News Releases & Alerts  
August 26, 2020  
Statement on Blackbaud Security Incident 
On July 16, 2020 Mercy Corps was notified of a cyberattack on one of our suppliers, Blackbaud, a 
cloud-based software... The information could have included names, addresses, email addresses, 
telephone numbers and birth dates. No financial information, such as credit card or bank account 
details, was involved in this incident. Further, we do not collect Social Security numbers, so that 
information is not involved in the incident… 
 
August 26, 2020  
News Alert: First COVID Community Spread in Gaza Stokes Fears 
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http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases
https://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/statement-blackbaud-security-incident
https://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/gaza-covid-spread


   

  

As COVID-19 tests reveal that the virus has spread pervasively in Gaza, Sasha Muench, Mercy Corps 
Country Director for... 
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 29 Aug 2020]  
http://www.msf.org/ 
Latest [Selected Announcements] 
Syria  
“In Al-Hol camp, almost no healthcare is available and the consequences are dev… 
Project Update 27 Aug 2020 
 
Bangladesh  
Rohingya refugees remain in limbo three years after mass exodus  
Project Update 25 Aug 2020  
 
 
Operation Smile  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office 
Program Schedule 
Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve every 
opportunity for safe surgical care.  
 
  
OXFAM [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://www.oxfam.org/en/ 
Selected News/Announcements     
Gaza hospitals brace for surging COVID-19 cases amidst bombing, and severe electricity 
shortages, warns Oxfam 
27 August 2020 
   Hospitals and Palestinians in Gaza, one of the most densely populated places on the planet, are 
bracing for the Coronavirus pandemic with only three to four hours of electricity per day, as fuel entry 
restriction by Israel, has forced Gaza’s single electricity plant to shut down and compounded the risk of 
infection for two million Palestinians, Oxfam warned today.  
 
MENA billionaires’ wealth increased by $10 billion, enough to pay Beirut blast repair bill 
27 August 2020 
   The 21 billionaires in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA), all of them men, saw their wealth 
increase by nearly $10 billion since the start of the COVID-19 crisis, almost double the estimated 
amount required to rebuild Lebanon's shattered capital, while 45 million more people in the region 
could be pushed to poverty as a result of the pandemic, a new Oxfam report revealed today. 
 
 
Norwegian Refugee Council   [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://www.nrc.no/ 
Latest news  
No new digest content identified. 
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Pact  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://www.pactworld.org/  
Latest News  
Pact’s Karen Hayes named a Top 100 CSR Influence Leader 
August 26, 2020 
   Pact’s Vice President of Mines to Markets, Karen Hayes, has been named a Top 100 Corporate Social 
Responsibility Influence Leader. She was recognized by Assent Compliance, a leader in supply chain 
data management, in their 2020 list, which celebrates extraordinary leadership in areas such as 
sustainability, human rights and conflict minerals… 
 
 
Partners In Health  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://www.pih.org/news 
News       
Aug 26, 2020  
For A Boy in Rural Mexico, Hearing Aids Offer New Sense of Freedom  
   Rusbin Gómez is one of thousands of Mexican children who are hard of hearing. Through support 
from PIH and years of advocacy by his parents, he has secured hearing aids and found a new sense of 
freedom.  
 
 
PATH  [to 29 Aug 2020]  
https://www.path.org/media-center/  
Press Releases 
Washington COVID-19 biorepository supports global quest for affordable diagnostics 
August 25, 2020 by PATH  
A global resource for the development and validation of diagnostics 
   SEATTLE, August 25, 2020 – The current pandemic showcases a critical need to accelerate the 
development and validation of quality diagnostic products for COVID-19. To support this effort, PATH, 
a global health non-profit, has created a biorepository of qualified clinical samples to support and 
accelerate the development and validation of quality in-vitro diagnostics. 
   With support from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, PATH has been coordinating with clinical 
partners across the Seattle area since the beginning of the pandemic to create a catalogue of 
inactivated virus and clinical samples, including nasal swabs, tongue swabs, nasopharyngeal swabs, 
serum, and plasma to assist developers in the verification and validation of diagnostic tests. These 
clinical samples include those collected from patients with a confirmed diagnosis of COVID-19 using an 
FDA EUA COVID-19 RT PCR diagnostic test… 
 
 
Plan International/BORNEfonden  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Save The Children [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://www.savethechildren.net/news 
News 
28 August 2020 - Global 

http://www.pactworld.org/
https://www.pactworld.org/news/pact%E2%80%99s-karen-hayes-named-top-100-csr-influence-leader
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https://www.pih.org/news
https://www.pih.org/article/boy-rural-mexico-hearing-aids-offer-new-sense-freedom
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https://www.path.org/media-center/washington-covid-19-biorepository-supports-global-quest-affordable-diagnostics/
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre
https://www.savethechildren.net/news
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/save-children-statement-use-its-name-unaffiliated-campaigns


   

  

Save the Children statement on use of its name in unaffiliated campaigns 
 
25 August 2020 - occupied Palestinian territory 
Gaza’s children face Covid-19 spike amid power shutdown and ongoing airstrikes  
 
24 August 2020 - Bangladesh, Myanmar 
BANGLADESH & MYANMAR: More than 100,000 babies born in refugee and displacement 
camps in recent years 
 
 
SOS-Kinderdorf International  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/news 
All News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Tostan  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://www.tostan.org 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Women for Women International  [to 29 Aug 2020]  
https://www.womenforwomen.org/ 
Blogs & Updates 
Beyond the 19th Amendment: 100 years later, COVID-19 reveals gender equality is even 
more urgent, complex, and expansive  
August 26, 2020  
Article 
 
 
World Vision  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://wvi.org/ 
Newsroom  
Majority of people in donor countries believe governments should increase overseas 
COVID-1...  
August 27th 2020  
 
Three Years On: Rohingya refugee children must be protected as COVID-19-related budget 
cut...  
August 24th 2020  
 
:::::: 
 
Electronic Frontiers Foundation 
https://www.eff.org/updates?type=press_release 
Press Release | August 27 2020  
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Voter Advocacy Orgs Sue Trump Administration for Executive Order Threatening Social 
Media Censorship 
   San Francisco – The Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF) has joined forces with Protect Democracy 
and Cooley LLP to represent five advocacy organizations suing President Trump and others in his 
administration for an unconstitutional executive order threatening their ability to receive accurate 
information free from government censorship. The plaintiffs... 
 
  
Freedom House [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://freedomhouse.org/ 
Latest Updates  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Human Rights Watch  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://www.hrw.org/ 
Featured Commentary, Announcements, Statements 
August 28, 2020  
Syria: Restart Efforts to Find Victims Kidnapped by ISIS  
Local authorities in northern Syria have failed to advance efforts to find people kidnapped by ISIS more 
than a year after its territorial defeat in Syria. 
   
August 26, 2020 
News Release  
Brazil: Amazon Fires Affect Health of Thousands  
 
Americas  
August 28, 2020 
Report  
Venezuela: A Police State Lashes Out Amid Covid-19  
 
Middle East/North Africa  
August 26, 2020 
Report  
Lebanon: Lethal Force Used Against Protesters  
 
 
Transparency International  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases 
Press Releases 
The Beirut Blast Recovery and Reconstruction Monitor 
The catastrophic Beirut Port Blast of August 4 caused a massive loss of human life and immense 
destruction. It has prompted the international community to pledge significant emergency assistance 
to…  
 
25 August 2020  
Cyprus Papers: Golden visa schemes are broken beyond repair, EU must act 

https://www.eff.org/press/releases/voter-advocacy-orgs-sue-trump-administration-executive-order-threatening-social-media
https://www.eff.org/press/releases/voter-advocacy-orgs-sue-trump-administration-executive-order-threatening-social-media
https://protectdemocracy.org/
https://www.cooley.com/
https://freedomhouse.org/
https://www.hrw.org/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/08/28/syria-restart-efforts-find-victims-kidnapped-isis
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/08/26/brazil-amazon-fires-affect-health-thousands
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/08/28/venezuela-police-state-lashes-out-amid-covid-19
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/08/26/lebanon-lethal-force-used-against-protesters
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases
https://www.transparency.org/en/press/the-beirut-blast-recovery-and-reconstruction-monitor
https://www.transparency.org/en/press/cyprus-papers-golden-visa-schemes-are-broken-beyond-repair-eu-must-act


   

  

The European Commission must take decisive action against Member States’ scandal-ridden ‘golden 
visa’ schemes, which a new leak of documents shows remain vulnerable to corruption and money…  
24 August 2020  
 
::::: 
 
ChildFund Alliance  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://childfundalliance.org/ 
News/ Statements 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
CONCORD  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://concordeurope.org/  
Latest News and Events 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
The Elders  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://theelders.org/news-media 
Selected Press Releases and Major Announcements 
News 
The only way to emerge from this pandemic stronger is through dialogue, transparency 
and accountability. 
28 Aug 2020 
   Hina Jilani calls for transparency, accountability and international dialogue in order to emerge 
stronger from the COVID-19 pandemic 
 
News 
The Elders and The Carter Center: A Virtual Dialogue with Israeli activists 
26 Aug 2020 
   On 5 August, The Carter Center and The Elders virtually convened a round of dialogue with Israeli 
civil society and human rights activists. Lakhdar Brahimi participated on behalf of The Elders. 
Conflict 
 
 
Evidence Aid   [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://www.evidenceaid.org/ 
Resources  
Stress, anxiety and depression during the COVID-19 pandemic (search done in May 2020)  Added 

August 30, 2020 
 
Intermittent preventive treatment for malaria in infants  Added August 27, 2020 
 
Nanoscale materials against coronaviruses in in vitro and animal studies (search done on 4 March 
2020)  Added August 27, 2020 
 
Training supervisors to improve health and well‐being of employees  Added August 27, 2020 

https://childfundalliance.org/
http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/
http://theelders.org/news-media
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https://evidenceaid.org/resource/training-supervisors-to-improve-health-and-well%e2%80%90being-of-employees/


   

  

 
The effect of natural disasters on cancer care  Added August 27, 2020 
 
A long way to go: a systematic review to assess the utilisation of sexual and reproductive health 
services during humanitarian crises  Added August 27, 2020 
 
Evaluating the effectiveness of sexual and reproductive health services during humanitarian crises  
Added August 27, 2020 
 
Mortality outcomes for COVID-19 patients in intensive care units  Added August 27, 2020 
 
Insufficient evidence to know whether formal ethical involvement in case management is effective  
Added August 27, 2020 
 
Non‐pharmacological interventions for sleepiness at work and sleep disturbances caused by shift work  
Added August 25, 2020 
 
Fecal transmission of SARS-CoV-2 (search done on 25 March 2020)  Added August 25, 2020 
 
Work‐break schedules for preventing musculoskeletal symptoms and disorders  Added August 24, 2020 
 
Mental health impacts of COVID-19 on healthcare workers (multiple reviews)  Added August 24, 2020 
 
Surgical and operating room procedures during the COVID-19 pandemic (multiple reviews)  Added 

August 24, 2020 
 
Economic self‐help group programs for improving women’s empowerment  Added August 24, 2020 
 
Social media for surveillance of mental health during disasters  Added August 24, 2020 
 
Police-related triage interventions for mental health-related incidents  Added August 24, 2020 
 
Psychosocial support after disasters in the Netherlands  Added August 24, 2020 
 
 
Gavi [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://www.gavi.org/ 
News releases  
28 August 2020 
Australia commits AU$ 80 million to guarantee access to COVID-19 vaccines for all 
:: The funding will support the Gavi COVAX Advance Market Commitment (AMC), which aims to secure 
doses of COVID-19 vaccines for 92 low- and middle-income countries and economies at the same time 
as wealthier nations 
:: The Gavi COVAX AMC forms part of the COVAX Facility, a mechanism hosted by Gavi, the Vaccine 
Alliance, designed to guarantee rapid, fair and equitable access to COVID-19 vaccines for both higher-
income and lower-income countries 
 
24 August 2020 
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172 countries & multiple candidate vaccines engaged in COVID-19 Vaccine Global Access 
Facility 
 
 
Getty Conservation Institute   [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://www.getty.edu/research/ 
Latest News    
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Global Fund  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/ 
News/Updates  
COVID-19 Situation Report - 25 August 2020 
   A new issue of the COVID-19 Situation Report is available 
 
 
Hilton Prize Coalition [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ICVA - International Council of Voluntary Agencies   [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://icvanetwork.org/ 
Latest resources, events, content 
Upcoming events 
The future added value of ICVA network in a post COVID-19 world  
September 2, 2020 - 2:00pm to 4:00pm 
Online 
 
ICVA 2020 Membership Sessions - 2-4 September 2020  
September 2, 2020 - 2:00pm to September 3, 2020 - 4:00pm 
Online 
 
Webinar: Balancing Risk Appetite and Risk Tolerance in Humanitarian Operations  
September 8, 2020 - 3:00pm to 4:30pm 
online 
 
 
InterAction  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://www.interaction.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
3ie  International Initiative for Impact Evaluation [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://www.3ieimpact.org/ 
Publications 

https://www.gavi.org/news/media-room/172-countries-multiple-candidate-vaccines-engaged-covid-19-vaccine-global-access
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Impacts of community-led video education to increase vaccination coverage in Uttar 
Pradesh, India  
3ie Impact Evaluation Report 125, 2020 
Nikki Gurley, Jessica Shearer, Yachna Srivastava, Sudip Mahapatra and Michelle Desmond 
   Authors of this study evaluate whether a community-led video education intervention, targeting 
knowledge and behaviours of caregivers, can increase demand for vaccination and vaccination 
coverage in rural Uttar Pradesh, India. 
 
 
CHS Alliance  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://chsalliance.org/ 
Our Impact 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Development Initiatives   [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://devinit.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
::::::  
 
Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action 
(ALNAP)     [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://www.alnap.org/ 
News 
25 Aug 2020  
A warm welcome to Juliet Parker, ALNAP's new Deputy Director 
 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre 
LATEST PRESS RELEASES 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
EHLRA/R2HC/HIF   [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Geneva Centre of Humanitarian Studies [nee CERAH] – [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://humanitarianstudies.ch/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Groupe URD   [to 29 Aug 2020] 

https://www.3ieimpact.org/evidence-hub/publications/impact-evaluations/impacts-community-led-video-education-increase
https://www.3ieimpact.org/evidence-hub/publications/impact-evaluations/impacts-community-led-video-education-increase
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http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/
https://humanitarianstudies.ch/


   

  

https://www.urd.org/en/ 
Publications, Events  
UAH 2020: “Solidarity during a systemic crisis – what the pandemic has revealed” 
Du 23/09/2020 au 25/09/2020 - Place : Plaisians (France)  
Organised by Groupe URD  
 
 
International Humanitarian Studies Association  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://ihsa.info/  

Resources 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
INEE – an international network for education in emergencies   [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://www.ineesite.org/en/news 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP)  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://phap.org/ 
Association news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Sphere  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://spherestandards.org/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Start Network [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs 
News and Blog  
Nexus dilemma: mixed migration as a humanitarian emergency or a development 
challenge? 
By Chris Horwood and Fran Beytrison / Ravenstone Consult 
Blog Post    26 Aug 20  
   Mixed migration related emergencies are not straightforward. Mixed migration itself is characterised 
by complexity, various drivers, routes and people involved, and confusion when it comes to who can 
assist and how. 
 
:::::: 
 
Brookings 
http://www.brookings.edu/ 
Accessed 29 Aug 2020 
Latest Research 

https://www.urd.org/en/
https://www.urd.org/en/event/uah-2020-solidarity-during-systemic-crises-what-has-the-pandemic-taught-us/
https://ihsa.info/
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https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs/nexus-dilemma-mixed-migration-humanitarian-emergency-or-development-challenge
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U.S. Economy  
Toolkit for engaging millennials with the national debt debate 
Stuart M. Butler, Timothy Higashi, Layla Zaidane, and Joe Greaney 
Thursday, August 27, 2020  
 
Afghanistan  
Afghanistan Index 
Sam Gollob and Michael E. O’Hanlon 
August 2020  
 
Iraq  
Iraq Index 
Sam Gollob and Michael E. O’Hanlon 
August 2020  
 
Report  
Did CARES Act benefits reach vulnerable Americans? Evidence from a national survey 
Stephen Roll and Michal Grinstein-Weiss 
Tuesday, August 25, 2020  
 
 
Center for Global Development    [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center 
Selected Publications, News and Events 
August 27, 2020 
Contact and Commitment to Development: Evidence from Quasi-random Missionary 
Assignments 
   Public support for global development in rich countries is critical for sustaining effective government 
and individual action. But the causes of public support are not well understood. 
Lee Crawfurd  
 
August 27, 2020 
How Big Are Effect Sizes in International Education Studies? 
   In recent years, a growing literature has measured the impact of education interventions in low- and 
middle-income countries on both access and learning outcomes. But interpretation of those effect sizes 
as large or small tends to rely on benchmarks developed by a psychologist in the United States in the 
1960s. In this paper, we demonstrate the distribution of standardized effect sizes on learning and 
access from hundreds of studies from low- and middle-income countries. 
David Evans and Fei Yuan  
  
 
CSIS  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://www.csis.org/ 
Selected Reports 
Report 
Pyongsan Uranium Concentrate Plant (Nam-chon Chemical Complex) 
   August 26, 2020 | Joseph S. Bermudez Jr., Victor Cha, Bonny Lee The Pyongsan Uranium 
Concentrate Plant is the only verified producer of uranium concentrate (yellowcake) in North Korea. 
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This comprehensive report by the CSIS Korea Chair provides sweeping analyses on the history and 
current status of the facility.  
 
Report 
U.S. Support to Security Sector Reform in Fragile States 
   August 26, 2020 | Daniel Mahanty Reforming security sectors can serve an important function in 
preventing violence but may also introduce destabilizing effects. Policymakers should understand the 
relationship between security actors and the nature of fragility and calibrate reform accordingly.  
 
Report 
The Greater Middle East: From the “Arab Spring” to the “Axis of Failed States” 
   August 24, 2020 | Anthony H. Cordesman The progress made by the countries in the Middle East 
North Africa (MENA) region must be reevaluated in ways that go beyond the immediate crisis of the 
day, writes CSIS’s Burke Chair in Strategy.  
 
 
ODI   [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://www.odi.org/  
Selected Press Releases & Reports 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
RoRI [Research on Research Institute]  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://researchonresearch.org/ 
We're an open and independent new initiative providing data, analysis and intelligence on how to make 
research systems more strategic, open, diverse and inclusive. 
RoRI News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Urban Institute   [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://www.urban.org/publications 
Publications 
Fathers Advancing Community Together  
   This brief presents results from a baseline survey of custodial and non-custodial parents enrolled in 
the Fathers Advancing Community Together (FACT) program offered by Rubicon Programs in Contra 
Costa County, California. FACT is a multi-faceted program designed to deliver responsible parenting, 
healthy relationships, and economic stability services on a voluntary basis to low-income fathers. Our 
survey findings  
Paige Thompson, Cassandra Ramdath, Lindsey Cramer 
August 28, 2020  
Brief 
  
Before the Pandemic, Homeowners of Color Faced Structural Barriers to the Benefits of 
Homeownership  
   Heading into this crisis, Black and Hispanic homeowners accrued a smaller financial benefit from 
homeownership than White homeowners. Homeowners of color typically had lower housing equity, 
because they purchased homes of lower value with higher mortgage debt later in life. They also had 
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marginally higher costs associated with homeownership, largely due to the greater preponderance of 
mortgages and slightly  
Michael Neal, Jung Hyun Choi, John Walsh 
August 28, 2020  
Research Report 
  
Making Sense of Competing Estimates: The COVID-19 Recession's Effects on Health 
Insurance Coverage  
   We compare four studies that project the effects of the COVID-19 recession on employment-based 
health insurance coverage and the number of uninsured people in 2020. Several estimates have been 
published in recent months, but they vary widely and are difficult to reconcile. Most workers in the 
United States get health insurance coverage through their jobs, so policymakers are looking for 
answers to two main  
Jessica Banthin, John Holahan 
August 28, 2020  
Brief 
  
Immigrant-Serving Organizations' Perspectives on the COVID-19 Crisis  
   The challenges surrounding the COVID-19 pandemic and ensuing economic crisis are 
disproportionately affecting many immigrant workers and families across the US. An array of barriers, 
such as program eligibility rules and lack of language access, put federal, state, and local relief 
programs out of reach for many families. Community-based organizations (CBOs) serving immigrants 
with low incomes are on the front  
Hamutal Bernstein, Jorge González, Dulce Gonzalez, Jahnavi Jagannath 
August 27, 2020  
Brief 
  
How Might COVID-19 Affect Fall 2020 Higher Education Enrollment?  
   About 65 percent of college presidents identified fall 2020 enrollment numbers as a key issue for 
their campuses. As many schools return with virtual or limited face-to-face coursework, college 
enrollment patterns could change substantially. I use national data on higher education enrollment to 
understand how changes in certain student populations, such as international students or students 
receiving Pell grants  
Kristin Blagg 
August 27, 2020  
Brief 
  
Analysis of the Proposed 2020 FHFA Rule on Enterprise Capital  
T   his brief examines the Federal Housing Finance Agency’s (FHFA’s) 2020 notice of proposed 
rulemaking (2020 NPR) for the government-sponsored enterprises’ (GSEs’) capital standards and finds 
that there are several issues of concern that will distort the relationship between capital and risk. The 
researchers urge FHFA to better tailor its proposed risk-based capital requirements to the risk and 
mission of these  
Edward Golding, Laurie Goodman, Jun Zhu 
August 27, 2020  
Brief 
  
Housing Finance At A Glance: A Monthly Chartbook, August 2020  

https://www.urban.org/author/michael-neal
https://www.urban.org/author/jung-hyun-choi
https://www.urban.org/author/john-walsh
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/making-sense-competing-estimates-covid-19-recessions-effects-health-insurance-coverage
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/making-sense-competing-estimates-covid-19-recessions-effects-health-insurance-coverage
https://www.urban.org/author/jessica-banthin
https://www.urban.org/author/john-holahan
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/immigrant-serving-organizations-perspectives-covid-19-crisis
https://www.urban.org/author/hamutal-bernstein
https://www.urban.org/author/jorge-gonzalez
https://www.urban.org/author/dulce-gonzalez
https://www.urban.org/author/jahnavi-jagannath
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/how-might-covid-19-affect-fall-2020-higher-education-enrollment
https://www.urban.org/author/kristin-blagg
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/analysis-proposed-2020-fhfa-rule-enterprise-capital
https://www.urban.org/author/edward-golding
https://www.urban.org/author/laurie-goodman
https://www.urban.org/author/jun-zhu
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/housing-finance-glance-monthly-chartbook-august-2020


   

  

   The August 2020 edition of At A Glance, the Housing Finance Policy Center’s reference guide for 
mortgage and housing market data, includes updated figures describing first lien origination volume, 
cash-out refinances, loans in serious delinquency and mortgage insurance activity. Housing Finance at 
a Glance: Monthly Chartbooks  
Laurie Goodman, Alanna McCargo, Jim Parrott, Jun Zhu, Sheryl Pardo, Karan Kaul, Michael Neal, Jung 
Hyun Choi, Linna Zhu, Sarah Strochak, John Walsh, Caitlin Young, Daniel Pang, Alison Rincon, Gideon 
Berger 
August 27, 2020  
Research Report 
  
Naloxone Products and Their Pricing in Medicaid, 2010-18  
   Increasing availability of naloxone, the life-saving drug used to reverse opioid overdoses, is critical, 
especially because the COVID-19 pandemic has accelerated the number of such overdoses. In this 
study, we track changes in Medicaid spending on naloxone, its price per unit, and Medicaid-covered 
naloxone prescriptions for generic naloxone products, the brand-name Narcan nasal spray, and the 
Evzio autoinjector  
Lisa Clemans-Cope, Marni Epstein, Emma Winiski 
August 26, 2020  
Research Report 
  
State Tax and Economic Review, 2020 Quarter 1  
   State government tax revenues showed year-over-year growth at 4.2 percent in the first quarter of 
2020. However, preliminary data indicate double-digit declines in state government tax revenues in the 
second quarter of 2020 because of the COVID-19 pandemic and government responses. States’ 
economic performance has changed dramatically since then as the pandemic threw the economy into 
turmoil. Most economic  
Lucy Dadayan 
August 25, 2020  
Research Report 
  
Equitable Access to Universal Prekindergarten in Washington, DC  
   Early education programs have emerged as a leading policy for reducing inequalities among young 
children. In the District of Columbia, 3- and 4-year-old children apply through a common lottery for 
spots in the District’s public schools. To assess application and outcome patterns, we analyzed 
preschool applications submitted to the District of Columbia’s centralized admissions lottery, My School 
DC, and  
Grace Luetmer, Erica Greenberg, Carina Chien, Tomas Monarrez 
August 24, 2020  
Brief 
  
Who Wins the Preschool Lottery? Applicants and Application Patterns in DC Public 
Prekindergarten  
   Since 2014, the District of Columbia has used an annual common application to place new students 
from prekindergarten for 3-year-olds (PK3) through 12th grade in DC Public Schools (DCPS) and DC 
public charter schools. Though K–12 students have the right to attend their in-boundary school, this 
policy does not extend to students in PK3 or PK4 (prekindergarten for 4-year-olds). Instead, 
prekindergarten students  
Erica Greenberg, Grace Luetmer, Carina Chien, Tomas Monarrez 
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August 24, 2020  
Research Report 
  
 
The Wistar Institute   [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://www.wistar.org/news/press-releases 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Economic Forum    [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/ 
Media 
Annual Meeting 2021 in Davos Rescheduled  
News 27 Aug 2020  
   The World Economic Forum has decided to reschedule the Annual Meeting 2021 in Davos to early 
next summer… 
 
US Businesses, Governments and Non-Profits Join Global Push for 1 Trillion Trees  
News 27 Aug 2020  
:: World Economic Forum and partners launch the first regional chapter of 1t.org, supporting the global 
effort to conserve, restore, and grow 1 trillion trees worldwide by 2030  
:: 26 US-based organizations have already pledged for the launch to conserve, restore, and grow more 
than 855 million trees, an area equal to 2.8 million acres 
:: Healthy forests are a critical nature-based solution to the climate crisis that can reduce atmospheric 
CO2, lower temperatures, and reduce energy costs 
:: This is an opportunity for US companies, governments, NGOs and individuals to take a leading role in 
tackling the climate crisis 
:: Learn, join, and pledge here: us.1t.org. 
 

 
*                      *                       *                        * 
 
 

:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will primarily monitor press/media releases announcing key initiatives and new research from a 
growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, humanitarian 
response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended to be exhaustive, but 
indicative.  
 
 

Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/ 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
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No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Blue Meridian Partners [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/ 
Blue Meridian Partners is a new capital aggregation collaboration that plans to invest at least $1 billion 
in high-performance nonprofits that are poised to have truly national impact for economically 
disadvantaged children and youth.  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Annie E. Casey Foundation   [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/ 
Newsroom 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clinton Foundation  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements 
Press Release  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Co Impact   [to 29 Aug 2020] 
www.co-impact.io 
Co-Impact is a global philanthropic collaborative for systems change focused on improving the lives of 
millions of people around the world. 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Ford Foundation  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://www.fordfoundation.org/press-room/ 
The Latest 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
J. Paul Getty Trust  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://news.getty.edu/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

Grameen Foundation    [to 29 Aug 2020] 
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https://grameenfoundation.org/stories/press-releases 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/  
Latest Updates  
Putting people first: Our climate communications grantmaking strategy   
Environment  
By Liz Judge  
August 26, 2020  
 
 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
Press Release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IKEA Foundation    [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/ 
Stories  
East Africa’s food systems under strain 
   Measures to contain COVID-19 are putting a huge strain on millions of people across East Africa who 
rely on food for their livelihoods – from farmers and producers to street... 
August 26, 2020 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Kaiser Family Foundation  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://www.kff.org/search/?post_type=press-release 
August 24, 2020  News Release  
Election 2020: Where Trump and Biden Stand on Mental Health and Substance Use Issues 
   Amid the coronavirus pandemic, half of Americans report that their mental health has been 
negatively impacted due to related stress and worry. Many are, or will be, struggling with mental 
health challenges due to anxiety, social isolation, loss of loved ones, and job losses – potentially 
leading to increased mental… 
 
 
Kellogg Foundation  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media 
Selected Announcements 
Grantmaking in southern Mexico 
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Aug. 28, 2020 
   … The W.K. Kellogg Foundation has been working in Mexico since 1944, and it now supports more 
than 100 organizations in the country, from grassroots to more broad-based entities, as well as public 
universities and research centers. The foundation’s focus on the Yucatán Peninsula began in 2010 – 
eight years before public conversations about the Mayan Train project began. 
 
 
Aga Khan Foundation   [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
MacArthur Foundation  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://www.macfound.org/ 
Grantee Publications | Impact Investments 
How Investors Support Investees in a Crisis 
August 24, 2020    Grantee Research  
   Impact investors are finding different ways to address challenges investees are facing as a result of 
the COVID-19 crisis, according to a brief from the MacArthur-supported Response, Recovery, and 
Resilience Investment Coalition. The initiative was formed by the Global Impact Investing Network and 
others to streamline impact investing efforts that address the large-scale social and economic 
consequences of COVID-19. The brief reports that many investors are increasing investments, 
providing additional non-financial support, and connecting investees with additional investors and local 
authorities. 
 
 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation   [to 29 Aug 2020] 

https://mellon.org/ 
Mellon News, Press Releases 
COVID-19 Response 
Mellon Foundation Launches New Initiative to Support 1,500 Artists and Small Arts 
Organizations as COVID-19 Crisis Continues 
August 27, 2020 
 
Mellon News 
Mellon Foundation Announces Phillip Brian Harper to Become Program Director for Higher 
Learning 
August 26, 2020 
 
 
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://www.moore.org/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Open Society Foundations  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
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https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/newsroom 
Press releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://www.packard.org/news/ 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Pew Charitable Trusts  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room 
Press Releases & Statements  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/ 
Press Releases 
27 U.S. Cities, States, and Tribes Join The Rockefeller Foundation’s Covid-19 Testing 
Solutions Group 
08.26.20  
Doubling Membership of Demand-Driven Coalition Committed to Scaling Up Access to Pandemic 
Testing Solutions Group, a bipartisan network of city, state, and tribe officials leading ambitious efforts 
to scale up testing in their communities as a pathway to safe and accelerated economic recovery... 
 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom.html 
Latest News and Highlights 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Science Philanthropy Alliance   [to 29 Aug 2020] 
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/ 
“…a group of organizations working together to increase philanthropic support for basic scientific 
research on a global basis…” 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SDG Philanthropy Platform 
http://sdgfunders.org/ 
SDG Philanthropy Platform is a collaboration between philanthropy and the greater international 
development community led by Foundation Center, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
and Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, and supported by the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, Ford 
Foundation and the MasterCard Foundation, the Brach Family Foundation, and other key organizations 
such as Asociación de Fundaciones Empresariales (AFE) in Colombia, Brach Family Charitable 
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Foundation, CAF America, Council on Foundations, East Africa Association of Grantmakers (EAAG), 
European Foundation Centre, Filantropi Indonesia (FI), GlobalGiving, The Humanitarian Forum, World 
Congress of Muslim Philanthropists, and Worldwide Initiatives for Grantmaker Support (WINGS). 
Selected Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://sloan.org/about/press  
Press Releases  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 

:::::: 
 
Candid [formerly Foundation Center and GuideStar]  [to 29 Aug 2020 
https://candid.org/about/press-room?fcref=pg 
Press Room 
Record-Breaking COVID-19 Philanthropy Topped Giving for Other Disasters but 
Overlooked Those Most Affected by Pandemic  
New report finds that proportionately little of the $11.9 billion in funding was explicitly designated for 
communities of color  
   Washington, DC, and New York, NY—August 26, 2020. A new report by the Center for Disaster 
Philanthropy (CDP) and Candid finds that during the first half of 2020, the $11.9 billion given in 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic far exceeded philanthropy for previous disasters. The report, 
Philanthropy and COVID-19 in the First Half of 2020, reveals that foundations and individual donors 
stepped up to meet immediate needs and services arising from the pandemic. Only 5 percent of 
funding by foundations and public charities to specified recipients, however, was explicitly directed for 
persons and communities of color, which have been hit hard by the virus… 
 
 
Council on Foundations  [to 29 Aug 2020] 
https://www.cof.org/newsroom 
Newsroom 
No new digest content identified. 

 
 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 
 

:: Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in human 
rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be exhaustive. We will 
add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon recommendation from 
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readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content but note that successful access 
to some of the articles and other content may require subscription or other access arrangement unique 
to the publisher. Please suggest additional journals you feel warrant coverage. 
 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
August 2020 Volume 48, Issue 8, p859-974  
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
August 2020 Volume 59, Issue 2, p149-308  
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
August 2020  110(8) 
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
Volume 103, Issue 2, August 2020  
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/14761645/103/2 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
18 August 2020  Volume 173, Issue 4 
http://annals.org/aim/issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Antiquity – A Review of World Archeology 
Issue 376 - August 2020 
https://antiquity.ac.uk/latest 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Artificial Intelligence – An International Journal 
Volume 286   September 2020 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/artificial-intelligence/vol/286/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
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http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed 29 Aug 2020) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Global Health 
August 2020 - Volume 5 - 8 
https://gh.bmj.com/content/5/8 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 29 Aug 2020) 
Transnationalism and care of migrant families during pregnancy, postpartum and early-
childhood: an integrative review  
Migrant families’ transnational ties (i.e., connections to their countries of origin) may contribute to their 
hardships and/or may be a source of resiliency. A care approach that addresses these transnational ...  
Authors: Lisa Merry, Sarah Fredsted Villadsen, Veronik Sicard and Naomie Lewis-Hibbert 
Citation: BMC Health Services Research 2020 20:778  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 24 August 2020 
 
Toward health system strengthening in low- and middle-income countries: insights from 
mathematical modeling of drug supply chains  
Global health priority setting increasingly focuses on understanding the functioning of health systems 
and on how they can be strengthened. Beyond vertical programs, health systems research should 
examine syst...  
Authors: Abdulrahman Jbaily, Isabelle Feldhaus, Benjamin Bigelow, Leila Kamareddine, Mieraf 
Taddesse Tolla, Marion Bouvier, Mizan Kiros and Stéphane Verguet 
Citation: BMC Health Services Research 2020 20:776  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 24 August 2020 
 
Integrated delivery of family planning and childhood immunisation services in routine 
outreach clinics: findings from a realist evaluation in Malawi  
Family planning (FP) needs among postpartum women in low- and middle-income countries remain 
largely unmet. Integrating FP with childhood immunisation services could partially reduce this unmet 
need by creatin...  
Authors: Jessie K. Hamon, Shari Krishnaratne, Jenna Hoyt, Misozi Kambanje, Shannon Pryor and Jayne 
Webster 
Citation: BMC Health Services Research 2020 20:777  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 24 August 2020 
 
 
BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 

http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/
https://gh.bmj.com/content/5/8
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(Accessed 29 Aug 2020) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Medical Ethics  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 
(Accessed 29 Aug 2020)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Medicine 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content 
(Accessed 29 Aug 2020)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content 
(Accessed 29 Aug 2020) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Public Health 
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles 
(Accessed 29 Aug 2020) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Research Notes  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content 
(Accessed 29 Aug 2020) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Open 
August 2020 - Volume 10 - 8 
https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/10/8?current-issue=y 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
  
Bulletin of the World Health Organization   
Volume 98, Number 8, August 2020, 509-580 
https://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/98/8/en/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Child Care, Health and Development  
Volume 46, Issue 5   Pages: 537-649   September 2020 

http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content
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https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13652214/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Child Abuse and Neglect: The International Journal 
Volume 106   August 2020 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/child-abuse-and-neglect/vol/103/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Clinical Therapeutics 
July 2020 Volume 42, Issue 7, p1137-1424  
http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Clinical Trials 
Volume 17 Issue 4, August 2020  
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/ctja/17/4 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Conflict and Health 
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 29 Aug 2020] 
Help-seeking, trust and intimate partner violence: social connections amongst displaced 
and non-displaced Yezidi women and men in the Kurdistan region of northern Iraq  
Conflict and displacement impact the social fabric of communities through the disruption of social 
connections and the erosion of trust. Effective humanitarian assistance requires understanding the 
social capital that shapes patterns of help-seeking in these circumstances - especially with stigmatised 
issues such as violence against women (VAW) and intimate partner violence (IPV). 
Authors: Alison Strang, Oonagh O’Brien, Maggie Sandilands and Rebecca Horn 
Content type: Research 
28 August 2020 
 
 
Contemporary Clinical Trials 
Volume 95   August 2020 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/contemporary-clinical-trials/vol/95/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The CRISPR Journal 
Volume 3, Issue 4 / August 2020 
https://www.liebertpub.com/toc/crispr/3/4 
Editorial 
In Times Like These, We All Need a Moment of Science 
Rodolphe Barrangou 
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Published Online:24 Aug 2020   https://doi.org/10.1089/crispr.2020.29102.rba 
   … The monumental challenges that lie ahead of us can be solved by science—and science alone. The 
most promising solutions on the way with regard to diagnostics, therapeutics, and vaccines, all come 
from a tireless and committed science community, which transcends the pervasive skepticism and 
disturbing antiscience bias still on the rise. Without the scientific enterprise, there will be no vaccine, no 
effective therapy; without the medical and health care community, there will be no recovery nor 
reprieve. 
Making an Impact 
   Despite such difficult times, there are opportunities to rise to the challenge and monitor in real time 
how the scientific community is doing… 
 
Perspectives  Free 
An Examination of Public Discourse on Human Gene Editing Using Natural Language 
Processing 
Micah Musser 
Pages:237–247 
Published Online:24 August 2020 
https://doi.org/10.1089/crispr.2020.0003 
   This research aims to explore the different ways in which scientists, ethicists, journalists, and 
commissions speak to the public about new gene-editing technologies. The research collected more 
than 100,000 sentences from books, news articles, and ... 
 
 
Current Genetic Medicine Reports 
Volume 8, issue 3, September 2020 
https://link.springer.com/journal/40142/volumes-and-issues/8-3 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Current Opinion in Infectious Diseases 
August 2020 - Volume 33 - Issue 4  
https://journals.lww.com/co-infectiousdiseases/pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Developing World Bioethics 
Volume 20, Issue 2  Pages: 61-114  June 2020 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14718847/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Development in Practice  
Volume 30, Issue 5, 2020 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cdip20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Development Policy Review 
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Volume 38, Issue 4   Pages: 409-537  July 2020 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14677679/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disability and Rehabilitation: Assistive Technology 
Volume 15, Issue 6, 2020 
http://informahealthcare.com/toc/idt/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disaster Medicine and Public Health Preparedness  
Volume 14 - Issue 2 - April 2020  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/disaster-medicine-and-public-health-preparedness/latest-
issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disasters 
Volume 44, Issue 3   Pages: 433-618  July 2020 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14677717/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
EMBO Reports  
Volume 21  Issue 8   5 August 2020 
https://www.embopress.org/toc/14693178/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Emergency Medicine Journal 
https://bmcemergmed.biomedcentral.com/articles 
[Accessed 29 Aug 2020] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Emerging Infectious Diseases 
Volume 26, Number 9—September 2020 
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/ 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Epidemics 
Volume 32   September 2020 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/epidemics/vol/32/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Epidemiology and Infection 
Volume 148 - 2020  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/epidemiology-and-infection/latest-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Ethics & Human Research  
Volume 42, Issue 4   Pages: 1-40   July–August 2020 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/25782363/current 
Pregnant Women   Covid‐19   Vaccine Challenge Trials   Lotteries 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Ethics & International Affairs 
Summer 2020 (34.2)   July 2020  
https://www.ethicsandinternationalaffairs.org/2020/summer-2020-34-2/ 
ESSAYS 
From Sustainable Development Goals to Basic Development Goals  
Kenneth Reinert  
Abstract 
   The Sustainable Development Goals have attracted both defenders and critics. Composed of 
seventeen goals and 169 targets, the overly broad scope of the SDGs raises the question of whether 
there are priorities that need to be set within them. This essay considers the SDGs from the 
perspective of a “basic goods approach” to development policy, which takes a needs-based and basic-
subsistence-rights view on policy priorities. It focuses on a subset of SDGs that directly address the 
provision of nutritious food, clean water, sanitation, health services, education services, and human 
security services. In doing so, it proposes a set of seven “basic development goals” and ten associated 
targets. It argues that this more focused approach can better protect basic rights, more effectively 
contribute to progress on human wellbeing, and make accountability more likely. 
 
The Myth of the “Civilization State”: Rising Powers and the Cultural Challenge to World 
Order 
Amitav Acharya  
Abstract 
   “Civilization” is back at the forefront of global policy debates. The leaders of rising powers such as 
China, India, Turkey, and Russia have stressed their civilizational identity in framing their domestic and 
foreign policy platforms. An emphasis on civilizational identity is also evident in U.S. president Donald 
Trump's domestic and foreign policy. Some analysts argue that the twenty-first century might belong to 
the civilization state, just as the past few centuries were dominated by the nation-state. But is the rise 
of civilization state inevitable? Will it further undermine the liberal international order and fuel a clash 
of civilizations, as predicted by the late Samuel Huntington? Or might ideas from East Asian and other 
non-Western civilizations contribute to greater pluralism in our thinking about world order and the 
study of international relations? 
 
 
The European Journal of Public Health 
Volume 30, Issue 4, August 2020 
https://academic.oup.com/eurpub/issue/30/4 
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Editorials 
Re-thinking health inequalities  
Johan P Mackenbach  
European Journal of Public Health, Volume 30, Issue 4, August 2020, Page 615, 
https://doi.org/10.1093/eurpub/ckaa001 
Extract  
The world we live in is hugely unequal, not only in terms of income and wealth, but also in terms of 
life-span and health. What makes it worse is that the two are correlated: people who have less material 
resources also tend to die younger and to have more health problems within their shorter lives. Wide-
spread concern with these health inequalities has over the past decades led to an impressive stream of 
increasingly sophisticated research to find explanations. The growth in scientific understanding has also 
inspired confidence that we can... 
 
Child and adolescent health 
Child health research and planning in Europe disadvantaged by major gaps and disparities 
in published statistics  
Michael J Rigby, Shalmali Deshpande, Mitch E Blair  
European Journal of Public Health, Volume 30, Issue 4, August 2020, Pages 693–697, 
https://doi.org/10.1093/eurpub/ckaa052 
   Population data, such as mortality and morbidity statistics, are essential for many reasons, including 
giving context for research, supporting action on health determinants, formulation of evidence-based 
policy for health care and outcome evaluation. However, when considering children, it is difficult to find 
such data, despite children comprising one-fifth of the European population and being in a key 
formative life stage and dependent on societal support. Moreover, it would be expected that there 
should be confidence in the key child health data available, with little to no discrepancy between 
recognized health statistic databases. 
 
 
Food Policy  Volume 75 
Volume 94,  July 2020 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/food-policy/vol/94/suppl/C 
Understanding Agricultural Development and Change: Learning from Vietnam 
Edited by Carol Newman, Saurabh Singhal, Finn Tarp 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Food Security  
Volume 12, Issue 4, August 2020 
https://link.springer.com/journal/12571/12/4 
Worldwide disruptions of food systems and the search of enduring food security amidst 
Covid-19 
   Most of the articles in this Special Issue are short, Opinion articles. There are however two research 
papers, and the Special Issue starts with a large Opinion-Overview prepared by the Editorial Board of 
Food Security. 
   Contributions from many institutions have reached us to form this special issue: 
:: from numerous Universities from the global North and South (Pennsylvania State University, 
University of Pretoria, Leibniz University in Hannover, McGill University, Montana State University, 
Nanjing Agricultural University, Nanyang Technological University Singapore, National University of 
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Singapore, Sheffield Hallam University, Zhejiang University, Lappeenranta University of Technology, 
University of Sydney, and Wageningen University; 
:: from many Institutes (CIAT, CIMMYT, CIP, GIGA-Germany, ICRISAT, IDS, IFPRI, INRAE, and the 
World Vegetable Center), and, beyond the academia, 
:: from International Organisations (WHO); 
:: NGOs and Foundations: the M S Swaminathan Research Foundation, Chennai, India; Oxfam; and 
Seed System. 
   These contributions may be broadly distributed in four groups: the impacts of the ongoing pandemic 
on food security, the resilience mechanisms to such crises, the development of resilient food systems, 
and the policies to be considered. 
 
 
Forced Migration Review (FMR) 
FMR 643  June 2020 
https://www.fmreview.org/issue64 
Climate crisis and local communities / Trafficking and smuggling / COVID-19: early 
reflections  
June 2020  
   FMR issue 64 includes two main feature themes, one on Climate crisis and local communities and one 
on Trafficking and smuggling, plus a ‘mini-feature’ on early reflections on COVID-19 in the context of 
displacement. 
 
 
Forum for Development Studies 
Volume 47, 2020 - Issue 2 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/sfds20/current  
Issue Theme: Challenges in an era of new North-South divides. Research in the time of 
Covid-19 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Gates Open Research 
https://gatesopenresearch.org/browse/articles 
[Accessed 29 Aug 2020] 
Study Protocol metrics    AWAITING PEER REVIEW  
Rejoice architecture meets social norms to accelerate vaccination in Nepal: Protocol for a 
mixed-method quasi-experimental study [version 1; peer review: awaiting peer review]  
Alicia Paul, Kamana Upreti, Shraddha Nepal, Jeevan Lohani, Kriti Adhikari, Rajiv Rimal  
Peer Reviewers Invited  
Funder: Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation  
PUBLISHED 26 Aug 2020  
 
 
Genome Medicine 
https://genomemedicine.biomedcentral.com/articles 
[Accessed 29 Aug 2020] 
[No new digest content identified] 
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Geoheritage  
Volume 12, Issue 3, September 2020 
https://link.springer.com/journal/12371/12/3 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Health Action  
Volume 12, 2019  Issue 1 
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/zgha20/12/sup1?nav=tocList 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Health: Science and Practice (GHSP) 
2020 | Volume 8 | Number 2   June 30, 2020 
http://www.ghspjournal.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Public Health  
Volume 15, 2020   Issue 9 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rgph20/current 
Article 
Governing COVID-19 without government in Brazil: Ignorance, neoliberal 
authoritarianism, and the collapse of public health leadership 
Francisco Ortega & Michael Orsini  
Pages: 1257-1277 
Published online: 14 Jul 2020 
ABSTRACT 
Brazil’s governance of the COVID-19 pandemic has been described as nothing short of tragic by several 
commentators. President Jair Bolsonaro’s dangerous brew of neoliberal authoritarianism, science 
denialism and ableism has plunged this country into catastrophe. In this article we argue that this form 
(or lack) of public health governance can best be described as governance without (central) 
government. We begin with an overview of public health governance in the country before introducing 
the main theoretical concepts that guide our analysis, namely the notions of ‘government by exception’ 
and ‘strategic ignorance’. Finally, we sketch the main features of this emerging form of 
(non)governance of COVID-19. We highlight the new forms of solidarity and mutual aid that have 
emerged in favelas and Indigenous communities, which have stepped in to fill the void left by a limited 
federal presence. The article concludes by reflecting on what this collapse of public health reveals 
about the limitations of democratic governance in the age of Bolsonaro. 
 
Article 
Promoting male circumcision as HIV prevention in sub-Saharan Africa: An evaluation of 
the ethical and pragmatic considerations of adopting a demand creation approach 
Sarah Rudrum  
Pages: 1349-1363 
Published online: 12 May 2020 
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Globalization and Health 
http://www.globalizationandhealth.com/  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Health Affairs  
Vol. 39, No. 7   July 2020 
https://www.healthaffairs.org/toc/hlthaff/current 
Food, Income, Work & More 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health and Human Rights 
Volume 22, Issue 1, June 2020 
https://www.hhrjournal.org/volume-22-issue-1-june-2020/ 
Special Section: Mental Health and Human Rights 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Economics, Policy and Law  
Volume 15 - Issue 3 - July 2020  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/health-economics-policy-and-law/latest-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Policy and Planning 
Volume 35, Issue 6, July 2020 
https://academic.oup.com/heapol/issue/35/6 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Research Policy and Systems 
http://www.health-policy-systems.com/content 
[Accessed 29 Aug 2020] 
Global research priorities for social, behavioural and community engagement interventions 
for maternal, newborn and child health  
Social, behavioural and community engagement (SBCE) interventions are essential for global maternal, 
newborn and child health (MNCH) strategies. Past efforts to synthesise research on SBCE interventions 
identi...  
Authors: Geoffrey Chan, J. Douglas Storey, Manoja Kumar Das, Emma Sacks, Mira Johri, Tamar 
Kabakian-Khasholian, Deepak Paudel, Sachiyo Yoshida and Anayda Portela 
Citation: Health Research Policy and Systems 2020 18:97  
Content type: Research 
Published on: 27 August 2020 
 
Engaged scholarship and public policy decision-making: a scoping review  
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Engaged scholarship includes the coproduction and use of research by partnerships that blend 
research, policy and/or practice perspectives. This way of doing research attempts to bridge-the-gap 
between knowled...  
Authors: Jessie-Lee D. McIsaac and Barbara L. Riley 
Citation: Health Research Policy and Systems 2020 18:96  
Content type: Review 
Published on: 26 August 2020 
 
Health technology assessment of biosimilars worldwide: a scoping review  
Health technology assessment (HTA) should provide an assessment of a technology’s effects on health 
and of the related social, economic, organisational and ethical issues. HTA reports on biosimilars can 
specif...  
Authors: Bruna de Oliveira Ascef, Ana Carolina de Freitas Lopes and Patrícia Coelho de Soárez 
Citation: Health Research Policy and Systems 2020 18:95  
Content type: Review 
Published on: 26 August 2020 
 
Indicators to evaluate organisational knowledge brokers: a scoping review  
Knowledge translation (KT) is currently endorsed by global health policy actors as a means to improve 
outcomes by institutionalising evidence-informed policy-making. Organisational knowledge brokers, 
comprised...  
Authors: Julia Scarlett, Birger C. Forsberg, Olivia Biermann, Tanja Kuchenmüller and Ziad El-Khatib 
Citation: Health Research Policy and Systems 2020 18:93  
Content type: Review 
Published on: 24 August 2020 
 
 
Human Gene Therapy 
Volume 31, Issue 15-16 / August 2020 
https://www.liebertpub.com/toc/hum/31/15-16 
Research Articles 
Gene Editing for Treatment and Prevention of Human Diseases: A Global Survey of Gene 
Editing-Related Researchers 
Leonardo Fernandes Moutinho Rocha, Luiza Amara Maciel Braga, and Fabio Batista Mota 
Pages:852–862 
Published Online:27 July 2020 
https://doi.org/10.1089/hum.2020.136 
Abstract 
In the next decades, gene editing technologies are expected to be used in the treatment and 
prevention of human diseases. Yet, the future uses of gene editing in medicine are still unknown, 
including its applicability and effectiveness to the treatment and prevention of infectious diseases, 
cancer, and monogenic and polygenic hereditary diseases. This study aims to address this gap by 
analyzing the views of over 1,000 gene editing-related researchers from all over the world. Some of our 
survey results show that, in the next 10 years, DNA double-strand breaks are expected to be the main 
method for gene editing, and CRISPR-Cas systems to be the mainstream programmable nuclease. In 
the same period, gene editing is expected to have more applicability and effectiveness to treat and 
prevent infectious diseases and cancer. Off-targeting mutations, reaching therapeutic levels of editing 
efficiency, difficulties in targeting specific tissues in vivo, and regulatory and ethical challenges are 
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among the most relevant factors that might hamper the use of gene editing in humans. In conclusion, 
our results suggest that gene editing might become a reality to the treatment and prevention of a 
variety of human diseases in the coming 10 years. If the future confirms these researchers' 
expectations, gene editing could change the way medicine, health systems, and public health deal with 
the treatment and prevention of human diseases. 
 
 
Human Rights Quarterly 
Volume 42, Number 3, August 2020 
https://muse.jhu.edu/issue/42690 
Table of Contents 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Humanitarian Exchange Magazine 
Number 77,  March 2020  
https://odihpn.org/magazine/responding-to-ebola-in-the-democratic-republic-of-congo/ 
Responding to Ebola in the Democratic Republic of Congo 
by Humanitarian Practice Network    
This edition of Humanitarian Exchange, co-edited with Anne Harmer, focuses on the response to the 
Ebola outbreak in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). Although at the time of publication the 
outbreak appeared to have ended, over its course it claimed 2,200 lives, with more than 3,300 
infected, making this the world’s second largest outbreak ever. 
 
In the lead article, Natalie Roberts reflects on the extent to which humanitarian actors have applied 
learning from the outbreak in West Africa in 2014–2016. Richard Kojan and colleagues report on the 
NGO ALIMA’s flexible, patient-centred approach to reducing mortality, Marcela Ascuntar reflects on 
lessons learned from community feedback and Bernard Balibuno, Emanuel Mbuna Badjonga and 
Howard Mollett highlight the crucial role faith-based organisations have played in the response. In their 
article, Theresa Jones, Noé Kasali and Olivia Tulloch outline the work of the Bethesda counselling 
centre in Beni, which provides support to grieving families. Reflecting on findings from a recent 
assessment by Translators without Borders, Ellie Kemp describes the challenges involved in providing 
clear and accessible information on Ebola and the response, and Sung Joon Park and colleagues 
explain how humane care and treatment can help increase trust and confidence in the response. 
Stephen Mugamba and his co-authors highlight the importance of community involvement in Ebola 
research, and Gillian McKay and her co-authors examine the impact of the Ebola outbreak and 
response on sexual and reproductive health services. 
 
Stacey Mearns, Kiryn Lanning and Michelle Gayer present an Ebola Readiness Roadmap to support 
NGOs in preparing for an outbreak, while Edward Kumakech, Maurice Sadlier, Aidan Sinnott and Dan 
Irvine report on a Gap Analysis tool looking at the communication, community engagement and 
compliance tracking activities that need to be in place before an Ebola vaccine is deployed. Emanuele 
Bruni and colleagues describe the development of a new monitoring and evaluation framework for 
strategic response planning. The edition ends with an article by Adelicia Fairbanks, who argues for an 
acceptance strategy in the DRC to improve security and access for responding agencies. 
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http://www.infectagentscancer.com/content 
[Accessed 29 Aug 2020] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Infectious Diseases of Poverty  
http://www.idpjournal.com/content 
[Accessed 29 Aug 2020]  
Funding social innovation for health with research funds for development  
Why and when is it appropriate and relevant to use research funds for social innovation to support 
both conventional scholarly researchers and non-researchers working in collaboration?  
Authors: Hannah Akuffo and Teresa Soop 
Citation: Infectious Diseases of Poverty 2020 9:120  
Content type: Commentary 
Published on: 27 August 2020 
 
 
International Health 
Volume 12, Issue 5, September 2020 
https://academic.oup.com/inthealth/issue/12/5 
COMMENTARIES 
The ethical case for global measles eradication—justice and the Rule of Rescue  
David N Durrheim, Jon K Andrus  
International Health, Volume 12, Issue 5, September 2020, Pages 375–377, 
https://doi.org/10.1093/inthealth/ihaa038 
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Volume 9 (2020): Issue 1 (May 2020) 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The International Journal of Children's Rights 
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https://brill.com/view/journals/chil/28/2/chil.28.issue-2.xml 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Community Medicine and Public Health 
Vol 7, No 7 (2020)  July 2020 
https://www.ijcmph.com/index.php/ijcmph/issue/view/64 
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International Journal of Disaster Risk Reduction 
Volume 46  June 2020 
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International Journal of Epidemiology 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Heritage Studies 
Volume 26, Issue 9, 2020 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rjhs20/current 
Introduction 
Introduction: (in)significance – values and valuing in heritage 
Tracy Ireland , Steve Brown & John Schofield  
Pages: 823-825 
Published online: 19 Apr 2020 
ABSTRACT 
The notion and possibilities of (in)significance arose in 2015 when we developed an idea for a one-day 
symposium titled ‘(in)significance: a discussion about values and valuing in heritage’. At the 
symposium, we aimed to explore the history, theory and practical application of the concept of 
significance and broach the idea and potential application of ‘(in)significance’. Based on the level of 
interest generated, this special edition of the International Journal of Heritage Studies was developed 
in order to build upon some of the thinking and discussion that arose from these experiments. 
Together, the six papers presented here explore a broad range of approaches to significance and value 
as enacted in different parts of the world and at different scales: from the local, to the national and the 
international. 
 
Article 
The UNESCO imprimatur: creating global (in)significance 
Christina Cameron  
Pages: 845-856 
Published online: 07 Apr 2020 
ABSTRACT 
Developed over more than half a century to respond to specific international situations, UNESCO’s 
cultural heritage conventions share a common purpose, namely to identify and protect cultural 
heritage. This paper examines how five of these conventions define heritage value and thereby 
establish the threshold for international recognition. Included in the analysis are the UNESCO 
conventions on protecting cultural property during armed conflict, illicit trafficking of cultural property, 
world heritage, underwater cultural heritage and intangible cultural heritage. Reflecting the 
preoccupations and theoretical perspectives of its era, each convention proposes a different kind of 
heritage value, ranging from outstanding universal value to representative value to no specific value. 
Implementation of these cultural conventions bestows UNESCO’s imprimatur and international approval 
for what to remember and what to forget. The paper demonstrates that inadvertently the UNESCO 
cultural heritage conventions create insignificance by leaving out aspects and dimensions. It asks 
whether harmonising the various instruments, at least in their implementation, would create synergies 
for a more holistic range of values. 
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JAMA Network 
COVID-19 Update   August 29, 2020 
These articles on COVID-19 were published across the JAMA Network in the last week. 
 
 
JAMA  
August 25, 2020, Vol 324, No. 8, Pages 725-816  
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/currentissue 
Viewpoint 
Attacks on Public Health Officials During COVID-19  
Michelle M. Mello, JD, PhD; Jeremy A. Greene, MD, PhD; Joshua M. Sharfstein, MD  
free access has active quiz  
JAMA. 2020;324(8):741-742. doi:10.1001/jama.2020.14423  
   This Viewpoint discusses ongoing harassment and threats against US public health officials who 
propose or take steps to protect communities from coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) and it 
proposes possible responses, including a call to elected leaders to implement protection of the officials 
from illegal harassment, assault, and violence. 
 
 
JAMA Pediatrics  
August 2020, Vol 174, No. 8, Pages 741-812  
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Research Articles 
From Good Governance to Governance for Good: Blockchain for Social Impact 
Elham Seyedsayamdost, Peter Vanderwal 
Pages: 943-960 
First Published: 26 May 2020 
Abstract 
Agenda 2030 has triggered a phalanx of initiatives to expand the scale and scope of activities and 
actors addressing global challenges. One increasingly scrutinized area is the use of distributed ledger 
technologies (DLTs) in the fields of development and humanitarian aid. This paper examines three 
projects that have piloted DLT use cases, including cash‐based transfers to Syrian refugees by the 
World Food Programme; illegal child trafficking in Moldova by the United Nations Office for Project 
Services; and microlending to social enterprises in Brazil by Moeda. The paper explores the use of 
blockchain technology with a view to understanding its implications for governance. It argues that the 
decentralization and disintermediation associated with the blockchain are not a given outcome in the 
cases explored for this paper. Rather, the DLT projects under examination have centralizing tendencies 
that empower the state while replacing traditional intermediaries with new ones that have expertise in 
code and blockchain. The paper identifies limitations associated with DLT solutions and offers policy 
recommendations to enhance the use of DLTs to accelerate the achievement of the sustainable 
development. 
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The Lancet 
Aug 29, 2020   Volume 396  Number 10251  p583-648, e21 
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/issue/current 
Editorial 
Research and higher education in the time of COVID-19 
The Lancet 
 
Articles 
Effect of collaborative care between traditional and faith healers and primary health-care 
workers on psychosis outcomes in Nigeria and Ghana (COSIMPO): a cluster randomised 
controlled trial 
Oye Gureje, et al 
   Traditional and faith healers (TFH) provide care to a large number of people with psychosis in many 
sub-Saharan African countries but they practise outside the formal mental health system. We aimed to 
assess the effectiveness and cost-effectiveness of a collaborative shared care model for psychosis 
delivered by TFH and primary health-care providers (PHCW). 
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Nature 
Volume 584 Issue 7822, 27 August 2020 
http://www.nature.com/nature/current_issue.html 
Editorial | 26 August 2020  
Why locusts congregate in billion-strong swarms — and how to stop them  
   Researchers are starting to understand the behaviour of insects ravaging parts of Asia, Africa and the 
Middle East. This work must be furthered, funded and field-tested. 
 
 
Nature Biotechnology 
Volume 38 Issue 8, August 2020 
https://www.nature.com/nbt/volumes/38/issues/8 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Nature Communications 
https://www.nature.com/subjects/health-sciences/ncomms 
(Accessed 29 Aug 2020)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Nature Genetics 
Volume 52 Issue 8, August 2020 
https://www.nature.com/ng/volumes/52/issues/8 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Nature Medicine 
Volume 26 Issue 8, August 2020 
https://www.nature.com/nm/volumes/26/issues/8 
Focus on COVID-19 and digital privacy 
   The COVID-19 pandemic has necessitated the acceleration of the development of digital technologies 
to monitor the spread of the outbreak. Emergency powers are being used to track not just individuals’ 
health data, but other personal information. The image shows the data that are being monitored on 
people’s cell phones, and the effects on healthcare are discussed in this focus issue on COVID-19 and 
digital privacy. 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Nature Reviews Genetics 
Volume 21 Issue 8, August 2020 
https://www.nature.com/nrg/volumes/21/issues/8 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Nature Reviews Immunology 
Volume 20 Issue 8, August 2020 
https://www.nature.com/nri/volumes/20/issues/8 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Nature Reviews Drug Discovery 
Volume 19 Issue 8, August 2020 
https://www.nature.com/nrd/volumes/19/issues/8 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
New England Journal of Medicine 
August 27, 2020   Vol. 383 No. 9 
http://www.nejm.org/toc/nejm/medical-journal 
Perspective 
Covid-19 and Immunity in Aging Populations — A New Research Agenda   
Wayne C. Koff, Ph.D.,  
and Michelle A. Williams, Sc.D. 
   The race is on throughout the world to develop Covid-19 vaccines and therapeutics and end a 
pandemic that threatens to infect a substantial portion of the planet’s population and perhaps kill 
millions of people, especially older adults. As billions of dollars flow into research and development 
efforts aimed at controlling the virus, the pandemic response remains hamstrung by our limited 
understanding of how to generate effective immunity, particularly in the elderly… 
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Volume 49 Issue 4, August 2020  
http://nvs.sagepub.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Pediatrics  
Vol. 146, Issue 2  29 Aug 2020  
https://pediatrics.aappublications.org/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Pharmaceutics  
Volume 12, Issue 7 (July 2020) – 97 articles  
https://www.mdpi.com/1999-4923/12/7 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
PharmacoEconomics  
Volume 38, Issue 8, August 2020 
https://link.springer.com/journal/40273/38/8 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
PLoS Genetics 
https://journals.plos.org/plosgenetics/ 
(Accessed 29 Aug 2020)  
[No new digest content identified]  
 
 
PLoS Medicine 
http://www.plosmedicine.org/   
(Accessed 29 Aug 2020)  
[No new digest content identified]  
 
 
PLoS Neglected Tropical Diseases 
http://www.plosntds.org/  
(Accessed 29 Aug 2020)  
[No new digest content identified]  
 
 
PLoS One 
http://www.plosone.org/ 
Research Article  
The ethical, social, and cultural dimensions of screening for mental health in children and 
adolescents of the developing world  
Fabio Salamanca-Buentello, Mary V. Seeman, Abdallah S. Daar, Ross E. G. Upshur  
| published 24 Aug 2020 PLOS ONE  
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PNAS - Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States  
of America 
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/ 
The global value of water in agriculture  
Paolo D’Odorico, Davide Danilo Chiarelli, Lorenzo Rosa, Alfredo Bini, David Zilberman, and Maria 
Cristina Rulli 
PNAS first published August 24, 2020. https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.2005835117  
 
 
Prehospital & Disaster Medicine 
Volume 35 - Issue 4 - August 2020  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/prehospital-and-disaster-medicine/latest-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Preventive Medicine 
Volume 137  August 2020 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/preventive-medicine/vol/137/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Proceedings of the Royal Society B 
12 August 2020  Volume 287  Issue 1932 
https://royalsocietypublishing.org/toc/rspb/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Public Health   
Volume 184, Pages 1-112 (July 2020) 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/public-health/vol/184/suppl/C 
Gambling: An emerging public health challenge 
Edited by Sian Griffiths, Heather Wardle, Gerda Reith 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Public Health Ethics  
IN PROGRESS  
Volume 13, Issue 1, April 2020 
http://phe.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Public Health Reports 
Volume 135 Issue 4, July/August 2020  
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https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/phrg/135/4 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Qualitative Health Research  
Volume 30 Issue 11, September 2020  
http://qhr.sagepub.com/content/current 
Special Issue: International Health 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Refugee Survey Quarterly 
Volume 39, Issue 2, June 2020 
http://rsq.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Research Ethics 
Volume 16 Issue 1-2, January-April 2020  
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/reab/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Reproductive Health 
http://www.reproductive-health-journal.com/content 
[Accessed 29 Aug 2020]  
Strengthening research capacity through regional partners: the HRP Alliance at the World 
Health Organization  
Improvements in health cannot occur without cutting-edge research informing the design and 
implementation of health programmes and policies, highlighting the need for qualified and capable 
researchers and inst...  
Authors: Richard Adanu, Luis Bahamondes, Vanessa Brizuela, Evelyn Gitau, Seni Kouanda, Pisake 
Lumbiganon, Thi Thuy Hanh Nguyen, Sarah Saleem, Anna Thorson and Kwasi Torpey 
Citation: Reproductive Health 2020 17:131  
Content type: Commentary 
Published on: 26 August 2020 
 
 
Revista Panamericana de Salud Pública/Pan American Journal of Public Health 
(RPSP/PAJPH)  
https://www.paho.org/journal/en 
Latest articles  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Risk Analysis     
Volume 40, Issue 8   Pages: 1507-1690  August 2020 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/15396924/current 
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[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Risk Management and Healthcare Policy 
https://www.dovepress.com/risk-management-and-healthcare-policy-archive56 
[Accessed 29 Aug 2020] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Science  
28 August 2020   Vol 369, Issue 6507 
http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl 
Editorial 
The danger of DIY vaccines 
By Arthur L. Caplan, Alison Bateman-House 
Science28 Aug 2020 : 1035 
Summary 
   The world needs to trust science if vaccines are to prove useful, particularly those being developed to 
combat coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19). That is what makes the recent appearance of highly 
visible “do-it-yourself” (DIY) vaccine research so morally troubling. It's an obstacle to securing this 
trust. 
 
In Depth 
In plasma OK, critics see politics, not science 
By Kai Kupferschmidt, Jon Cohen 
Science28 Aug 2020 : 1038-1039 Full Access 
FDA's emergency move raises fears of rushed approval for other experimental medicines. 
Summary 
Flanked at a Sunday evening press conference by Food and Drug Administration (FDA) Commissioner 
Stephen Hahn, President Donald Trump claimed convalescent plasma, which comes from people who 
have recovered from COVID-19, was "safe and very effective," and had been "proven to reduce 
mortality by 35%"—what he called "a tremendous number." But that number has received a 
tremendous amount of scrutiny. It surprised even the researchers who conducted the study, which has 
been posted as a preprint but has yet to be peer reviewed, on which Trump apparently based the 
declaration. Researchers' best guess was that it reflected cherry picking of data from a small subset of 
the study—and that FDA's emergency use authorization for the plasma, issued on the eve of the 
Republican National Convention, represented as much political theater as science. Critics worry the 
evidence has been overstated and there could be worrisome consequences for the evaluation of other 
experimental medicines. 
 
Policy Forum 
Computational social science: Obstacles and opportunities 
By David M. J. Lazer, Alex Pentland, Duncan J. Watts, Sinan Aral, Susan Athey, Noshir Contractor, 
Deen Freelon, Sandra Gonzalez-Bailon, Gary King, Helen Margetts, Alondra Nelson, Matthew J. 
Salganik, Markus Strohmaier, Alessandro Vespignani, Claudia Wagner 
Science28 Aug 2020 : 1060-1062 Restricted Access 
Data sharing, research ethics, and incentives must improve 
Summary 
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The field of computational social science (CSS) has exploded in prominence over the past decade, with 
thousands of papers published using observational data, experimental designs, and large-scale 
simulations that were once unfeasible or unavailable to researchers. These studies have greatly 
improved our understanding of important phenomena, ranging from social inequality to the spread of 
infectious diseases. The institutions supporting CSS in the academy have also grown substantially, as 
evidenced by the proliferation of conferences, workshops, and summer schools across the globe, 
across disciplines, and across sources of data. But the field has also fallen short in important ways. 
Many institutional structures around the field—including research ethics, pedagogy, and data 
infrastructure—are still nascent. We suggest opportunities to address these issues, especially in 
improving the alignment between the organization of the 20th-century university and the intellectual 
requirements of the field. 
 
Review 
Using paleo-archives to safeguard biodiversity under climate change 
By Damien A. Fordham, Stephen T. Jackson, Stuart C. Brown, Brian Huntley, Barry W. Brook, Dorthe 
Dahl-Jensen, M. Thomas P. Gilbert, Bette L. Otto-Bliesner, Anders Svensson, Spyros Theodoridis, Janet 
M. Wilmshurst, Jessie C. Buettel, Elisabetta Canteri, Matthew McDowell, Ludovic Orlando, Julia 
Pilowsky, Carsten Rahbek, David Nogues-Bravo 
Science28 Aug 2020  
Using the past to inform the future 
The late Quaternary paleorecord, within the past ∼130,000 years, can help to inform present-day 

management of the Earth's ecosystems and biota under climate change. Fordham et al. review when 
and where rapid climate transitions can be found in the paleoclimate record. They show how such 
events in Earth's history can shape our understanding of the consequences of future global warming, 
including rates of biodiversity loss, changes in ecosystem structure and function, and degradation in 
the goods and services that these ecosystems provide to humanity. They also highlight how recent 
developments at the intersection of paleoecology, paleoclimatology, and macroecology can provide 
opportunities to anticipate and manage the responses of species and ecosystems to changing climates 
in the Anthropocene. 
Abstract 
Strategies for 21st-century environmental management and conservation under global change require 
a strong understanding of the biological mechanisms that mediate responses to climate- and human-
driven change to successfully mitigate range contractions, extinctions, and the degradation of 
ecosystem services. Biodiversity responses to past rapid warming events can be followed in situ and 
over extended periods, using cross-disciplinary approaches that provide cost-effective and scalable 
information for species’ conservation and the maintenance of resilient ecosystems in many bioregions. 
Beyond the intrinsic knowledge gain such integrative research will increasingly provide the context, 
tools, and relevant case studies to assist in mitigating climate-driven biodiversity losses in the 21st 
century and beyond. 
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[New issue; No digest content identified] 
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Volume 258  August 2020 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/social-science-and-medicine/vol/258/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Stability: International Journal of Security & Development  
http://www.stabilityjournal.org/articles 
[Accessed 29 Aug 2020]  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Stanford Social Innovation Review 
Summer 2020   Volume 18, Number 3  
https://ssir.org/issue/summer_2020# 
   Read about how organizational culture can advance social good, how researchers convinced the 
Indian government to adopt same-language subtitling for mass literacy, how corporate foundations can 
align with their companies, how artificial intelligence can apply causal models to become more 
effective, and other topics in the Summer 2020 issue of Stanford Social Innovation Review. 
 
 
Systematic Reviews  
https://systematicreviewsjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles 
[Accessed 29 Aug 2020]  
A systematic review of the barriers to and facilitators of the use of evidence by 
philanthropists when determining which charities (including health charities or 
programmes) to fund  
Philanthropists, charity leaders and policy-makers have increasingly recognised that the process of 
giving resources needs to be grounded in evidence—sometimes referred to as ‘evidence-based’ or 
‘data-driven’ ...  
Authors: Caroline Greenhalgh and Paul Montgomery 
Citation: Systematic Reviews 2020 9:199  
Content type: Systematic review update 
Published on: 27 August 2020 
 
 
Torture Journal 
2020  Volume 30 - No. 1 
https://irct.org/publications/torture-journal/147 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Trauma, Violence, & Abuse 
Volume 21 Issue 3, July 2020 
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/tvaa/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Volume 35   May–June 2020 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/travel-medicine-and-infectious-disease/vol/35/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Tropical Medicine & International Health 
Volume 25, Issue 8  Pages: i-iv, 905-1042  August 2020 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13653156/current 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
UN Chronicle 
Vol. LV Nos. 3 & 4 2018  December 2018  
https://unchronicle.un.org/ 
Article 
Key Game-Changers in Viet Nam’s Successful COVID-19 Response 
Kamal Malhotra 
   Viet Nam’s successful management of the COVID-19 outbreak so far can be at least partly attributed 
to the country’s investment during “peacetime”—the period prior to the pandemic. The country has 
now demonstrated that preparedness to deal with infectious disease is a key ingredient for protecting 
people and securing public health in times of pandemics such as COVID-19. 
 
 
Vulnerable Children and Youth Studies  
An International Interdisciplinary Journal for Research, Policy and Care  
Volume 15, Issue 2, 2020 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rvch20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
World Heritage Review  
n°94 - January 2020 
http://whc.unesco.org/en/review/94/ 
Current Issue 
New World Heritage sites 2019 
   The 1972 World Heritage Convention is truly unique. It is the only legal instrument conceived to 
protect both cultural and natural heritage, based on the principle of Outstanding Universal Value (OUV) 
– the value of a site that is irreplaceable and must be protected for the future. 
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