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:: Week in Review  
A highly selective capture of strategic developments, research, commentary, analysis and 
announcements spanning Human Rights Action, Humanitarian Response, Health, Education, Holistic 
Development, Heritage Stewardship, Sustainable Resilience. Achieving a balance across these broad 
themes is a challenge and we appreciate your observations and ideas in this regard. This is not 
intended to be a "news and events" digest. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Financial Times 
14 August 2020 
Opinion  
Keeping the torch of global democracy alight 
Authoritarians are not necessarily gaining the upper hand 
The editorial board 
 
In Belarus this week, protests over rigged elections have been met by mass arrests and a hail of rubber 
bullets from the thuggish security services of “Europe’s last dictator”. In Hong Kong, China has stepped 
up its crackdown on democracy and press freedom. Surveying the urban tumult in many parts of the 
world it is easy to form an impression that the democratic cause is under siege. Yet it is not necessarily 
authoritarians who should be taking heart.  
 
The clampdowns appear to confirm an intensifying assault on democracy and pluralism. Freedom 
House, the US-based watchdog, found 2019 was the 14th straight year of decline in global freedom. 
Some 64 countries experienced a deterioration in political rights and civil liberties. Only 37 witnessed 
improvements.  
 
Yet positive conclusions can be drawn, too. In Hong Kong and Minsk, protesters have taken to the 
streets specifically to defend or demand democratic freedoms. Hong Kong’s unrest last year grew out 
of opposition to an extradition bill that threatened to corrode rule of law. Imposing a draconian national 
security law was Beijing’s response. Belarus has seen political consciousness flower after 26 years of 
one-man rule. The autocrats may force the democratic impulse underground, but it will not die.  
 
Not just outright autocrats are facing resistance. Bulgaria has seen weeks of rallies against government 
corruption. In Beirut, protests amid the wreckage of this month’s port explosion have toppled a second 
government in under a year. Many of those protesting are part of a new movement. The people power 
they represent is something politicians everywhere must take account of.  
 
Indeed, though dampened by the pandemic, 2020 has marked at least a partial continuation of 2019, 
when demonstrations were the most numerous since the Arab Spring in 2011, or even since 1989. 
They had few parallels in terms of geographical spread.  
 
Nor has coronavirus delivered a boost for authoritarian systems. China has sought to contrast its 
success in containing the outbreak in Wuhan with the Trump administration’s inept response in the US. 
But China’s initial cover-up, which allowed the virus to spread more widely than it should, highlighted 
the shortcomings of its system.  
 

https://www.ft.com/content/4f10a2d7-d380-4b53-a864-35f40aaef298


   

  

The political scientist Francis Fukuyama argues a competent state apparatus, trust in government and 
effective leadership count for more in tackling the pandemic than the type of political system. But some 
democracies have performed notably well, and especially some female leaders such as Germany’s 
Angela Merkel and New Zealand’s Jacinda Ardern. Strongmen who tried to deny the virus — Brazil’s Jair 
Bolsonaro, Mr Trump, and Belarus’s Alexander Lukashenko — have come off badly.  
 
Not all protests in the past 18 months were democracy-related; some of the biggest were calls to act 
on climate change. Taken together, however, they suggest an innate impulse among peoples across 
geographical boundaries to rise up against inept, corrupt or repressive leadership. Black Lives Matter 
rallies in the US and elsewhere demonstrate the urge even in richer countries to oppose injustice.  
 
Western countries face a dilemma over how far to intervene in support of democratic movements — 
especially when, as in Hong Kong or Belarus, that might bring them into conflict with China or Russia. 
Aside from rhetorical support, acting as exemplars is vitally important. This year’s US election will be a 
test. If, as some Americans fear, Mr Trump adopts tactics verging on the authoritarian, the damage to 
the global democratic cause will be hard to repair. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Beirut 
 
UN human rights experts call for justice and accountability in response to Beirut explosion  
GENEVA (13 August 2020) – The colossal deadly explosion in Beirut on 4 August requires a prompt and 
independent investigation that underscores international human rights obligations, clarifies 
responsibilities related to the explosion, and leads to justice and accountability, UN human rights 
experts* said today. They issued the following statement: 
 
"The scale and impact of the lethal explosion are unprecedented. We are deeply concerned about the 
level of irresponsibility and impunity surrounding human and environmental devastation on this scale. 
The catastrophic blast occurred while Lebanon is already confronted by a devastating political, 
economic and financial crisis, as well as the COVID-19 pandemic, leading to a sharp deterioration of 
human rights protection and much suffering… 
 
This explosion and its aftermath have brought into focus systemic problems, a deficit of 
good governance, and allegations of widespread corruption. This has resulted in a failure to ensure 
protection of the rights of all without discrimination, including the rights to life, personal liberty, health, 
housing, food, water, education, and to a healthy environment. We are concerned that this tragedy will 
expose cracks in the executive, legislative, and justice institutions, leading to delays and challenges in 
ensuring effective remedies for all those affected.  
 
We support calls for a prompt, impartial, credible and independent investigation based on 
human rights principles, to examine all claims, concerns and needs in relation to the explosion as well 
as the underlying human rights failures. The investigation should be protected from any undue 
influence and be given a strong and broad mandate to effectively probe any systemic failures of the 
Lebanese authorities and institutions to protect human rights. Any such investigation should integrate a 
gender-lens and must also grant victims and their relatives effective access to the investigative 
process, respecting their right to be informed and to participate. The investigation, as well as other 

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26163&LangID=E


   

  

actions linked to the disaster, must also protect the privacy as well as the confidentiality of the 
identities and testimony of victims, witnesses, associates, colleagues and their families. The findings 
and recommendations of the investigation should be made public. 
 
The investigation should also consider Lebanon's international obligations governing the handling of 
dangerous substances and the right of everyone to information on risks to life and health. In addition 
to human rights and criminal law, the investigation should also examine Lebanon's obligations under 
international commercial and shipping law. 
 
We stand ready to cooperate with the Lebanese authorities, civil society, and the international 
community including by supporting the investigation(s) and other measures in order to minimize the 
harm of this disaster, ensure accountability, build back better in full respect of the multi-religious and 
multi-cultural fabric of the society and prevent similar tragedies in the future. The international 
community should also provide timely and effective support to all the people in Lebanon, including their 
demands for justice, based on international solidarity and cooperation. 
 
In view of the seriousness of our concerns, we urge consideration of a special debate at 
the UN Human Rights Council this September so as to explore all possible avenues by which (i) 
Justice for the multiple victims of the explosion, and for the people in Lebanon at large, is rendered 
effectively, transparently and impartially; (ii) Non-repetition is secured through long-term systemic 
reforms based on open consultations with the people in Lebanon; and (iii) Urgent assistance is 
provided by the international community to Lebanon and its people to address the immediate needs of 
shelter, food, medical, health and other related needs emerging from the disaster. 
 
We also stand in solidarity with the people of Lebanon, and especially extend our concern and 
condolences to the victims.  
ENDS 
 
The Experts:  
Mr. Marcos A. Orellana, Special Rapporteur on the implications for human rights of the environmentally 
sound management and disposal of hazardous substances and wastes;  
Ms. Agnès Callamard, Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions;  
Mr. Michael Fakhri, Special Rapporteur on the right to food;  
Ms. Fionnuala D. Ní Aoláin, Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of human rights and 
fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism;  
Michael Lynk, Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Palestinian Territory occupied 
since 1967;  
Mr. Clément Nyaletsossi Voule,Special Rapporteur on the rights of peaceful assembly and association; 
Mr. Léo Heller, Special Rapporteur on the human rights to water and sanitation;  
Mr. Diego García-Sayán, Special Rapporteur on the Independence of Judges and Lawyers;  
Ms. Claudia Mahler, Independent Expert on the enjoyment of all human rights by older 
persons;Working Group on the issue of human rights and transnational corporations and other business 
enterprises,  
Surya Deva, Elżbieta Karska, Githu Muigai, Dante Pesce (Vice-Chair), Anita Ramasastry (Chair); Ms. 
Yuefen Li, Independent Expert on the effects of foreign debt and other related international financial 
obligations of States on the full enjoyment of all human rights, particularly economic, social and 
cultural rights;  

https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/environment/toxicwastes/pages/srtoxicwastesindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/environment/toxicwastes/pages/srtoxicwastesindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Executions/Pages/SRExecutionsIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/food/pages/foodindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Terrorism/Pages/SRTerrorismIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Terrorism/Pages/SRTerrorismIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/SP/CountriesMandates/PS/Pages/SRPalestine.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/SP/CountriesMandates/PS/Pages/SRPalestine.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/AssemblyAssociation/Pages/SRFreedomAssemblyAssociationIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/WaterAndSanitation/SRWater/Pages/SRWaterIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/judiciary/pages/idpindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/olderpersons/ie/pages/ieolderpersons.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/olderpersons/ie/pages/ieolderpersons.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Business/Pages/WGHRandtransnationalcorporationsandotherbusiness.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Business/Pages/WGHRandtransnationalcorporationsandotherbusiness.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Development/IEDebt/Pages/IEDebtIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Development/IEDebt/Pages/IEDebtIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Development/IEDebt/Pages/IEDebtIndex.aspx


   

  

Ms. E. Tendayi Achiume, Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, 
xenophobia and related intolerance;  
Mr. Obiora C. Okafor, Independent Expert on human rights and international solidarity;  
Mr. Ahmed Shaheed, Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief;  
Mr. Nils Melzer, Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 
punishment;  
Ms. Elizabeth Broderick (Chair), Ms. Melissa Upreti (Vice Chair), Ms. Alda Facio, Ms. Meskerem Geset 
Techane, Ms. Ivana Radačić, Working Group on discrimination against women and girls;  
Mr. David R. Boyd, Special Rapporteur on human rights and the environment;  
Mr. Olivier De Schutter, Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights;  
Mr. Balakrishnan Rajagopal, Special Rapporteur on adequate housing as a component of the right to an 
adequate standard of living, and on the right to non-discrimination in this context; 
Ms. Isha Dyfan, Independent Expert on the situation of human rights in Somalia;  
Mr. Joe Cannataci,Special Rapporteur on the right to privacy;  
Ms. Siobhán Mullally, Special Rapporteur on trafficking in persons, especially women and children;  
Ms. Tlaleng Mofokeng, Special Rapporteur on the right to physical and mental health;  
Ms. Cecilia Jimenez-Damary, Special Rapporteur on the human rights of internally displaced persons; 
Members of the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention: Ms. Leigh Toomey (Chair-Rapporteur), Ms. 
Elina Steinerte (Vice-Chair), Mr. José Guevara Bermúdez, Mr. Seong-Phil Hong, Mr. Sètondji Adjovi;  
Ms. Irene Khan, Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion 
and expression. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Indigenous Peoples 
 
USAID Launches its First Policy on Promoting the Rights of Indigenous Peoples  
August 10, 2020 
Statement by USAID Acting Administrator Barsa 
The launch of the Policy on Promoting the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (PRO-IP) is a historic step for 
the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID). This groundbreaking policy represents the first 
time the Agency has laid out specific guidance for how we globally engage, work with, and empower 
Indigenous Peoples in a systematic way. Efforts are already under way to build institutional capacities 
in the Amazon Basin and in Nicaragua, support the Batwa from the Congo Basin to reduce the threat of 
deforestation and commercial bushmeat trade, improve livelihoods and food security across 237 
Indigenous Peoples communities in Paraguay, and promote rights awareness at the government level 
in Uganda. 
 
PRO-IP recognizes the value of Indigenous Peoples' own decision-making processes, expertise as 
environmental and cultural stewards, and aspirations as rightful leaders for their development 
priorities. Further, it recognizes that they should be critical partners with USAID in the conservation of 
cultural and natural resources. PRO-IP builds on USAID's experience in supporting Indigenous Peoples' 
rights, consistent with our strategic approach to empower individuals and communities through helping 
governments, civil society including faith-based organizations, and the private sector on the Journey to 
Self-Reliance. 
 

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Racism/SRRacism/Pages/IndexSRRacism.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Racism/SRRacism/Pages/IndexSRRacism.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Solidarity/Pages/IESolidarityIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/FreedomReligion/Pages/FreedomReligionIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Torture/SRTorture/Pages/SRTortureIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Torture/SRTorture/Pages/SRTortureIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/women/wgwomen/pages/wgwomenindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/Issues/environment/SRenvironment/Pages/SRenvironmentIndex.aspx
https://ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Poverty
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Housing/Pages/HousingIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Housing/Pages/HousingIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/SP/CountriesMandates/SO/Pages/IESomalia.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Privacy/SR/Pages/SRPrivacyIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/trafficking/pages/traffickingindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/health/pages/srrighthealthindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/idpersons/pages/idpersonsindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/detention/pages/wgadindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/FreedomOpinion/Pages/OpinionIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/FreedomOpinion/Pages/OpinionIndex.aspx
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/aug-10-2020-usaid-launches-its-first-policy-promoting-rights-indigenous-peoples
https://www.usaid.gov/indigenous-peoples/usaid-policy-on-indigenous-peoples


   

  

USAID is also pleased to announce the creation of the first global public-private partnership for 
Indigenous Peoples. Under USAID's Global Development Alliance (GDA), the Indigenous Peoples 
Alliance for Rights and Development Program will provide technical support to our Missions globally to 
implement PRO-IP effectively. 
 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Featured Journal Content 
 
PNAS - Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States  
of America 
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/ 
Collective property rights reduce deforestation in the Brazilian Amazon  
Kathryn Baragwanath and Ella Bayi 
PNAS first published August 11, 2020. https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1917874117  
Significance 
Deforestation in the Amazon has reached record highs in 2019 and poses a serious threat to climate 
change. In Brazil, about 2 million hectares of indigenous land are still awaiting homologation, and thus 
do not have their full property rights. We find that granting property rights significantly reduces the 
levels of deforestation inside indigenous territories, and the results are of significant orders of 
magnitude. Our local effects indicate that areas of land right inside a territory with full property rights 
experience significantly less deforestation than those right outside of the border. Collective property 
rights might thus provide an effective way to reduce deforestation in the Brazilian Amazon. 
Abstract 
In this paper, we draw on common-pool resource theory to argue that indigenous territories, when 
granted full property rights, will be effective at curbing deforestation. Using satellite data, we test the 
effect of property rights on deforestation between 1982 and 2016. In order to identify causal effects, 
we combine a regression discontinuity design with the orthogonal timing of homologation. We find that 
observations inside territories with full property rights show a significant decrease in deforestation, 
while the effect does not exist in territories without full property rights. While these are local average 
treatment effects, our results suggest that not only do indigenous territories serve a human-rights role, 
but they are a cost-effective way for governments to preserve their forested areas. First, obtaining full 
property rights is crucial to recognize indigenous peoples’ original right to land and protect their 
territories from illegal deforestation. Second, when implemented, indigenous property rights reduce 
deforestation inside indigenous territories in the Amazon rainforest, and could provide an important 
positive externality for Brazil and the rest of the world in terms of climate change mitigation. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Gates Open Research 
https://gatesopenresearch.org/browse/articles 
[Accessed 15 Aug 2020] 
Software Tool Article metrics AWAITING PEER REVIEW  
Utilizing passive sensing data to provide personalized psychological care in low-resource 
settings [version 1; peer review: awaiting peer review]  

http://www.pnas.org/content/early/recent
https://www.pnas.org/content/early/2020/08/04/1917874117
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1917874117
https://gatesopenresearch.org/browse/articles
https://gatesopenresearch.org/articles/4-118
https://gatesopenresearch.org/articles/4-118


   

  

Prabin Byanjankar, Anubhuti Poudyal, Brandon A Kohrt, Sujen Man Maharjan, Ashley Hagaman, Alastair 
van Heerden  
Peer Reviewers Invited  
Funder: Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation  
PUBLISHED 05 Aug 2020  
Abstract  
   Background: With the growing ubiquity of smartphones and wearable devices, there is an increased 
potential of collecting passive sensing data in mobile health. Passive data such as physical activity, 
Global Positioning System (GPS), interpersonal proximity, and audio recordings can provide valuable 
insight into the lives of individuals. In mental health, these insights can illuminate behavioral patterns, 
creating exciting opportunities for mental health service providers and their clients to support pattern 
recognition and problem identification outside of formal sessions. In the Sensing Technologies for 
Maternal Depression Treatment in Low Resource Settings (StandStrong) project, our aim was to build 
an mHealth application to facilitate the delivery of psychological treatments by lay counselors caring for 
adolescent mothers with depression in Nepal. 
   Methods: This paper describes the development of the StandStrong platform comprising the 
StandStrong Counselor application, and a cloud-based processing system, which can incorporate any 
tool that generates passive sensing data. We developed the StandStrong Counselor application that 
visualized passively collected GPS, proximity, and activity data. In the app, GPS data displays as heat 
maps, proximity data as charts showing the mother and child together or apart, and mothers’ activities 
as activity charts. Lay counselors can use the StandStrong application during counseling sessions to 
discuss mothers’ behavioral patterns and clinical progress over the course of a five-week counseling 
intervention. Awards based on collected data also can be automatically generated and sent to mothers. 
Additionally, messages can be sent from counselors to mother’s personal phones through the 
StandStrong platform. 
Discussion: The StandStrong platform has the potential to improve the quality and effectiveness of 
psychological services delivered by non-specialists in diverse global settings.  
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Access to Medicines 
 
INCB, WHO and UNODC statement on access to internationally controlled medicines during 
COVID-19 pandemic 
Scope (COVID-19 and non-COVID-19 patients affected by the pandemic) 
14 August 2020   Statement 
The International Narcotics Control Board (INCB), the World Health Organization (WHO) and the 
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) call on governments to ensure that the 
procurement and supply of controlled medicines in countries meet the needs of patients, both those 
who have COVID-19 and those who require internationally controlled medicines for other medical 
conditions.  
 
There is a need to ensure access to controlled medicines such as sedatives and analgesics for 
intubation protocols for the treatment of patients with COVID-19. Non-COVID patients continue to 
require controlled medicines for the management of pain and palliative care, surgical care and 
anaesthesia, mental health and neurological conditions, and for the treatment of drug use disorders.  
 

https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/14-08-2020-incb-who-and-unodc-statement-on-access-to-internationally-controlled-medicines-during-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/14-08-2020-incb-who-and-unodc-statement-on-access-to-internationally-controlled-medicines-during-covid-19-pandemic


   

  

It is important to remember the needs of existing patients who require controlled medicines for the 
management of these health conditions. These patients faced barriers to accessing controlled 
medicines before the COVID-19 pandemic. The COVID-19 pandemic has further resulted in 
interruptions of the medicines supply chain, and it is critical that access to essential health services and 
medications not be forgotten or de-prioritised during this pandemic. 
 
Need for equitable access 
As the pandemic increasingly affects countries with under-resourced health infrastructure and services, 
it is an ethical imperative to ensure that all people in all countries of the world are able to access 
essential medicines. This includes those medicines that are under international control.  
 
Governments should ensure that sufficient quantities of internationally controlled medicines, of assured 
quality, are available and affordable to people under medical care.  Throughout the duration of the 
pandemic and beyond the acute phase of burden on the healthcare infrastructure, it is critical that 
governments work cooperatively to ensure that no country, no region, no district, no city and no 
patient is left behind. Competent national authorities, manufacturers, suppliers and distributors play a 
crucial role in ensuring that internationally controlled medicines urgently needed for medical treatment 
are available within and across national borders.  The supply chain is the foundation of quality medical 
care because without the necessary supplies, including essential controlled medicines, patients will 
suffer. 
 
Solutions to address barriers 
Governments are reminded that in acute emergencies, it is possible under the International Drug 
Control Conventions to utilize simplified control procedures for the export, transportation and supply of 
medicinal products containing controlled substances, especially in those cases where the competent 
authorities in the importing countries may not be operating at full capacity. Competent national 
authorities may permit the export of medicines containing narcotic drugs and/or psychotropic 
substances to affected areas even in the absence of the corresponding import authorizations and/or 
estimates. Urgent deliveries do not need to be included in the estimates of the receiving countries 
affected by emergencies. When possible, competent national authorities are also encouraged to issue 
electronic import and export authorizations through the INCB International Import and Export 
Authorization System (I2ES), PEN Online and share related contingency measures in the forum therein. 
 
Countries should ease COVID-19 related transport restrictions for controlled medicines and consider 
local production solutions when feasible, to meet the COVID-19 driven demand spikes. 
 
To assist countries as they work to find solutions to the lack of access and availability of controlled 
medicines, the three organizations suggest the following technical assistance and support documents: 
:: Countries are encouraged to refer to the Guide on Estimating Requirements for Substances under 
International Control developed by the International Narcotics Control Board and the World Health 
Organization for use by Competent National Authorities. 
:: Countries are encouraged to refer to WHO’s toolkit on the clinical care of severe acute respiratory 
infections, which includes guidance on the use of controlled medicines for the treatment of COVID-19 
patients.  
:: Countries are further advised to utilize WHO’s operational guidance for maintaining essential services 
during an outbreak to balance the demands of responding to the COVID-19 pandemic whilst 
simultaneously ensuring that essential health services and provision of medication for other ongoing 
medical conditions are maintained. 



   

  

:: Countries are encouraged to refer to normative guidance such as the WHO List of Essential 
Medicines and guidelines for the pharmacological and radiotherapeutic management of cancer pain in 
adults and adolescents. 
:: Countries are further advised to refer to and utilize the strategies presented in UNODC’s Technical 
Guidance: Increasing Access and Availability of Controlled Medicines developed in collaboration with 
experts, civil society partners and other international partners.  
:: Under the UNODC-WHO-UICC Joint Global Program, countries are encouraged to reach out to 
UNODC and WHO for technical assistance and support at the national level that also involves civil 
society partners. 
  
Conclusions 
The work of doctors, nurses, and health care professionals in general, who provide treatment and care 
to people including the most vulnerable, needs to be supported and safe and effective medicines 
should be available, accessible and affordable at all times for people who need them.  
 
INCB, WHO and UNODC are committed to continue to work together to address this critical issue and 
will expand joint efforts to engage with other partners and increase advocacy and technical assistance 
to countries for improving access to controlled medicines during the COVID-19 pandemic and mitigate 
barriers to ensure that both patients affected by COVID-19 or by other non-COVID-related conditions 
requiring medicines under international control have access to these medicines when they need them. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Featured Journal Content 
 
The Lancet 
Aug 15, 2020   Volume 396   Number 10249  p447-512 
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/issue/current 
Editorial 
Humanitarian crises in a global pandemic 
The Lancet 
On Aug 19, the world will mark a UN World Humanitarian Day very different from any other. But while 
COVID-19 captures the world's focus, other humanitarian crises also need attention, as evidenced most 
recently by the tragic aftermath of the explosion in Beirut. 
 
Even before COVID-19, 2020 was going to be a year marked by humanitarian need. Mark Lowcock, 
head of the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA), predicted that in 2020 
“168 million people worldwide will need humanitarian assistance and protection. That represents about 
one person in 45 on the planet. It is the highest figure in decades.” Conflict in Yemen, Syria, DR 
Congo, the Sahel, and elsewhere is driving food shortages and displacement of people—the UN 
estimated that 80% of Yemenis require urgent humanitarian aid. Deepening economic crises, such as 
in Venezuela, are causing hunger and mass migration, and climate change is increasing the risk of 
natural disasters, famine, and drought. There were 79·5 million forcibly displaced people by the end of 
2019, and access to health care is often poor in these settings; 80% of all refugees live in low-income 
and middle-income countries with weak health systems. 
 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/issue/current
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)31749-9/fulltext
https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/12/1052731


   

  

COVID-19 is exacerbating the inequalities faced by individuals and families in humanitarian crises. With 
national governments looking inwards and putting their own citizens first, people in need of 
humanitarian assistance are being neglected. 
 
As the COVID-19 pandemic has spread, governments worldwide have introduced travel restrictions, 
inadver tently stopping aid workers from travelling, and thereby hampering humanitarian responses. In 
some cases, aid workers already in-country cannot deliver vital services because of government 
restrictions aimed at protecting their own citizens. In Greece, asylum seekers and migrants are still 
under strict lockdown regulations as the rest of the country returns to normality, limiting their access to 
basic services. Globally, the risk of starvation in some camps because of a lack of access to aid 
constitutes a bigger threat than the virus itself, according to Amnesty International. 
 
An interruption of aid means even less access to soap and water, which is important for controlling the 
spread of COVID-19. Other non-pharmaceutical interventions—physical distancing and avoiding crowds 
and indoor spaces—are unsuitable in many humanitarian settings. Cox's Bazar in Bangladesh, for 
example, has a population density of 40 000 people per km2, 40 times more than the country as a 
whole. Isolating confirmed cases is extremely difficult under these circumstances, and personal 
protective equipment is often difficult to obtain because countries have introduced export restrictions. 
 
Governments are also using the pandemic as an excuse to advance anti-migrant agendas under the 
flimsy pretext of protecting their citizens from COVID-19. The USA suspended asylum and large swaths 
of the immigration programme, despite having the highest number of COVID-19 cases in the world. 
Since March 20, the Trump administration has turned back more than 20 000 migrants at the US 
border, which is a violation of domestic and international legal obligations. In Bosnia, local authorities 
cut off the water supply to migrant populations to force them to move on. 
 
Humanitarian organisations are responding, and the pandemic is giving them a chance to develop new 
ways of working. Whether moving to offering more services remotely, giving patients more medicines 
at a time to minimise contact, or using their experiences to develop tailored local responses, these 
organisations will keep trying to better serve people in humanitarian crises. But they cannot succeed 
unsupported. 
 
UNOCHA suggests that the global COVID-19 humanitarian response plan will cost US$10·3 billion, but 
only 20% has so far been pledged. By contrast, in just 2 months, governments spent $10 trillion on 
economic stimuli for their own economies. COVID-19 will worsen health burdens in humanitarian 
settings, and international disputes over resources have left people in these settings without support. 
This is nonsensical. If nothing else, COVID-19 is likely to persist in humanitarian settings where health 
care is poor even if the rest of the world moves on, constantly risking another outbreak. 
 
As states find themselves consumed with their own more immediate problems, they must remember 
that other humanitarian crises around the world have not diminished, and that the inequality 
exacerbated by COVID-19 is not resolved by myopically focusing on local problems. True concern for 
inequality demands attention to all the world's humanitarian needs. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
EMERGENCIES 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)30967-3/fulltext
https://www.msf.org/covid-19-excuse-keep-people-greek-islands-locked
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2020/05/refugees-and-migrants-being-forgotten-in-covid19-crisis-response/
https://www.humanrightsfirst.org/resource/pandemic-pretext-trump-administration-exploits-covid-19-expels-asylum-seekers-and-children
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/24268/bosnian-police-move-hundreds-of-migrants-to-emergency-tent-camp
https://fts.unocha.org/appeals/952/summary
https://www.mckinsey.com/featured-insights/coronavirus-leading-through-the-crisis/charting-the-path-to-the-next-normal/total-stimulus-for-the-covid-19-crisis-already-triple-that-for-the-entire-2008-09-recession


   

  

 
Coronavirus [COVID-19] 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
 
Situation report - 208 
Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19)  
15 August 2020 
 
Confirmed cases ::   21 026 758  [week ago: 19 187 943  ] 
Confirmed deaths ::      755 786  [week ago:     716 075] 
 
Highlights [selected] 
:: The International Narcotics Control Board, World Health Organization, and the United Nations Office 
on Drugs and Crime have released a statement calling on governments to ensure that the procurement 
and supply of controlled medicines in countries meet the needs of patients, both those who have 
COVID-19 and those who require internationally controlled medicines for other medical conditions. 
 
::  While several countries i n the Americas have implemented innovative strategies to boost 
immunization programmes during the COVID-19 pandemic, concerns about risk of exposure, as well as 
challenges accessing services during lockdown, have led to a reduction in vaccination coverage. This 
was shown in a series of surveys carried out by the WHO Regional Office for the Americas.  
 
:: Africa is marking six months since the first cases of COVID-19 were detected on the continent. Cases 
have been gradually increasing, with South Africa bearing the brunt of the crisis, with over hal f a mi l 
lion cases and 11 000 deaths 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Emergencies 
 
POLIO   
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
 
Polio this week as of 12 August 2020 
:: A cVDPV2 outbreak has been detected in Sudan. WHO and UNICEF are working closely with the 
Ministry of Health to plan and launch an effective outbreak response to limit virus spread.  
:: Polio vaccination campaigns continue to resume in countries worldwide in the context of strict 
COVID-19 infection prevention and control measures. This week a campaign will go ahead in some 
areas of Pakistan, the second held in the nation since campaigns resumed in July.  
:: Dr. Joanna Nikulin has been appointed as the Coordinator of the GPEI Hub in Amman, Jordan, 
effective immediately. Dr. Nikulin has over 15 years of experience in polio eradication, immunization 
and child health, and has served in some of the most challenging settings worldwide. She has been 
acting as the interim Hub Coordinator since September 2019.  
:: Tributes have been paid by the polio programme to David Newberry, fondly remembered as the 
‘father of the Core Group Polio Project’. After years spent eradicating smallpox and fighting guinea 
worm, David turned his determination and expertise to the battle against polio. Under his leadership, 
immense progress was made against polio in countries including Angola, India, Ethiopia, Uganda, 

https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/situation-reports/20200815-covid-19-sitrep-208.pdf?sfvrsn=9dc4e959_2
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/14-08-2020-incb-who-and-unodc-statement-on-access-to-internationally-controlled-medicines-during-covid-19-pandemic
https://iris.paho.org/handle/10665.2/52544
https://www.afro.who.int/news/africa-marks-six-months-covid-19
http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/


   

  

Bangladesh and Nepal. Colleagues of David extend their deepest sympathies to his family and friends, 
and remember him fondly here. 
 
Summary of new WPV and cVDPV viruses this week (AFP cases and environmental 
samples):  
:: Afghanistan: 14 cVDPV2 cases and eight cVDPV2 positive environmental samples 
:: Pakistan: five WPV1 positive environmental samples and one cVDPV2 positive environmental 
sample 
:: Chad: five cVDPV2 cases 
:: Cote d’Ivoire: six cVDPV2 cases 
:: Democratic Republic of the Congo (DR Congo): one cVDPV2 case 
:: Ethiopia: two cVDPV2 cases 
:: Mali: two cVDPV2 positive environmental samples 
:: Sudan: three cVDPV2 positive environmental samples 
 
:::::: 
 
Polio vaccination campaigns resume in Afghanistan and Pakistan after COVID-19 
disruptions leave 50 million children unimmunized  
KATHMANDU, 11 August 2020 – Polio immunization campaigns have resumed in Afghanistan and 
Pakistan – the last two polio-endemic countries in the world – months after COVID-19 left 50 million 
children without their polio vaccine.   
 
In Afghanistan, polio immunization programmes restarted in three provinces in July. A second 
campaign covering almost half of the country will start this month. In Pakistan, an initial round of 
vaccinations took place at the end of July, covering about 780,000 children. A nationwide vaccination 
campaign is slated to start later this month. 
 
“These life-saving vaccinations are critical if children are to avoid yet another health emergency,” said 
Jean Gough, UNICEF Regional Director for South Asia. “As the world has come to see only too well, 
viruses know no borders and no child is safe from polio until every child is safe.”… 
 
Child vaccination drives, including polio campaigns, were halted in both Afghanistan and Pakistan in 
March 2020 to avoid the risk of COVID-19 transmission to children, caregivers and vaccinators 
themselves. As a result, reported polio cases have reached 34 in Afghanistan and 63 in Pakistan, 
including in some previously polio-free parts of the country. 
 
The application of new vaccination guidelines and the use of protective equipment by frontline health 
workers will help ensure that vaccination campaigns resume safely. 
 
However, while every effort will be made to reach children nationwide in both countries, UNICEF is 
concerned that up to 1 million children in Afghanistan could miss out as door-to-door vaccinations are 
not possible in some areas and parents will have to make their way to health clinics to have their child 
vaccinated. In Pakistan, the suspension of vaccination drives has also resulted in the expansion and 
introduction of the disease into new areas of the country. 
 
“Although we have experienced new challenges and a setback in the fight against polio because of 
COVID-19, the eradication of this contagious disease will get back on track and is firmly within our 

https://coregroup.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/David-Newberry-Tribute-FINAL-8-12-lb-FINAL-.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/polio-vaccination-campaigns-resume-afghanistan-and-pakistan-after-covid-19
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/polio-vaccination-campaigns-resume-afghanistan-and-pakistan-after-covid-19


   

  

reach,” said Jean Gough. “Together with the respective Governments and other partners including the 
WHO, Rotary, the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, the Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immunisation 
and Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and with the dedicated work by frontline health 
workers, we are committed to reaching every child.”… 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Emergencies 
 
Ebola – DRC+ 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
 
Last WHO Situation Report published 23 June 2020 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
Democratic Republic of the Congo - No new digest announcements identified 
Mozambique floods  - No new digest announcements identified 
Nigeria - No new digest announcements identified 
Somalia - No new digest announcements identified 
South Sudan   - No new digest announcements identified 
Syrian Arab Republic  - No new digest announcements identified 
Yemen - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
Iraq  
:: WHO and Ministry of Health launch second phase of COVID-19 awareness-raising campaign 
    Baghdad, Iraq, 10 August 2020 – Yesterday, the World Health Organization (WHO) and the Ministry 
of Health of Iraq launched the second phase of a COVID-19 awareness-raising campaign in the heavily 
populated, high-risk areas of Thi Qar and Missan, south of Baghdad. The campaign “Your health is 
important” will be extended later in the month to Basra, Wasit, and to Sulaymaniyah, north of the 
capital Baghdad… 
 
Measles in Europe  
:: Measles and rubella elimination: verification process continues amid COVID-19 pandemic 13-08-2020 
 
Afghanistan - No new digest announcements identified 
Angola   - No new digest announcements identified 
Burkina Faso [in French] - No new digest announcements identified 
Burundi  - No new digest announcements identified 
Cameroon  - No new digest announcements identified 
Central African Republic - No new digest announcements identified 
Ethiopia - No new digest announcements identified 

https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/332654/SITREP_EVD_DRC_20200623-eng.pdf
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cod/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/mozambique
http://www.who.int/emergencies/nigeria/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/somalia/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ssd/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/syr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/yem/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/countries/irq/index.html
http://www.emro.who.int/irq/iraq-news/who-and-ministry-of-health-launch-second-phase-of-covid-19-awareness-raising-campaign.html
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/communicable-diseases/measles-and-rubella
https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/communicable-diseases/measles-and-rubella/news/news/2020/8/measles-and-rubella-elimination-verification-process-continues-amid-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/afg/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/angola
https://www.afro.who.int/fr/countries/burkina-faso
https://www.afro.who.int/countries/burundi
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cmr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/caf/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/eth/en/


   

  

Iran floods 2019  - No new digest announcements identified 
Libya - No new digest announcements identified 
Malawi - No new digest announcements identified 
MERS-CoV  - No new digest announcements identified 
Myanmar  - No new digest announcements identified 
Niger - No new digest announcements identified 
occupied Palestinian territory  - No new digest announcements identified 
HIV in Pakistan  - No new digest announcements identified 
Sao Tome and Principe Necrotizing Cellulitis (2017)  - No new digest announcements identified 
Sudan  - No new digest announcements identified 
Ukraine - No new digest announcements identified 
Zimbabwe - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 1 Emergencies  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
Chad  - No new digest announcements identified 
Djibouti – Page not responding at inquiry 
Kenya   - No new digest announcements identified 
Mali  - No new digest announcements identified 
Namibia - viral hepatitis  - No new digest announcements identified 
Tanzania  - No new digest announcements identified 
  
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – L3 Emergencies 
The UN and its humanitarian partners are currently responding to three 'L3' emergencies. This is the 
global humanitarian system's classification for the response to the most severe, large-scale 
humanitarian crises.  
Yemen  
:: 12 August 2020  Yemen: COVID-19 Preparedness and Response Monthly Report (July 2020) 
 
Syrian Arab Republic   
- No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Corporate Emergencies 
When the USG/ERC declares a Corporate Emergency Response, all OCHA offices, branches and 
sections provide their full support to response activities both at HQ and in the field. 
East Africa Locust Infestation 
::  Desert Locust situation update - 14 August 2020 
 
COVID-19    
:: Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) Situation Report 40: occupied Palestinian territory, issued 13 
August 2020, information for period: 5 March - 13 August 2020 
 

https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/irn/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/lby/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/malawi
http://www.who.int/emergencies/mers-cov/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mmr/en/
http://afro.who.int/fr/countries/niger
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/opt/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/pandemic-epidemic-diseases/news/who-and-partners-mobilize-hiv-drugs-for-infected-children-in-pakistan.html
http://afro.who.int/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/sdn/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ukr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/zwe/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tcd/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/fr/countries/dji/
http://www.afro.who.int/countries/kenya
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mli/en/
http://afro.who.int/news/baseline-assessment-national-viral-hepatitis-response-namibia
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tza/en/
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/yemen
https://reliefweb.int/node/3661076
https://www.unocha.org/syria
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/east-africa-locust-infestation
https://reliefweb.int/node/3661933
https://www.unocha.org/covid19
https://reliefweb.int/node/3661677
https://reliefweb.int/node/3661677


   

  

 
*                      *                       *                        * 

 

:: Agency/Government/IGO Watch 
We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for key 
media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on regional or global 
level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific coverage is limited. Please 
suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
 
 
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly  
[to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://www.un.org/press/en 
Selected Meetings/Press Releases/Announcements 
14 August 2020  
SC/14277 
Security Council Announces Failure to Adopt Text on Iran Sanctions by 2 Against, 2 in 
Favour, 11 Abstentions 
 
14 August 2020  
SC/14276 
Public Statement by Chair of Security Council Working Group on Children and Armed 
Conflict 
   The Security Council Working Group on Children and Armed Conflict, in connection with the 
examination of the fourth report of the Secretary-General on children and armed conflict in Colombia 
(document S/2019/1017), agreed to convey the following messages through a public statement by the 
Chair of the Working Group: 
 
13 August 2020  
SG/SM/20205 
Secretary-General Welcomes Joint Statement Suspending Israel’s Plans to Annex West 
Bank, Expresses Hope for Renewed Talks towards Two-State Solution 
 
 
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true  
Top News 
Bachelet condemns violent response of Belarus to post-electoral protests 
 
Comment by UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Michelle Bachelet on draft Sexual 
Intercourse Related Crimes Law in Somalia  
 
 
United Nations Human Rights Council  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL 
Council News 

https://www.un.org/press/en
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sc14277.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sc14277.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sc14276.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sc14276.doc.htm
https://www.undocs.org/S/2019/1017
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm20205.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm20205.doc.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26162&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26160&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26160&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL


   

  

Renewed violence and delayed implementation of the peace agreement severely threaten 
peace and stability in South Sudan, UN experts note  
14/08/2020 
 
 
Committee on the Rights of the Child [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the sale and sexual exploitation of children   [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx  
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed 
Conflict [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict 
[to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/ 
Latest News 
11 August 2020 
UN Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict 
Expresses Deep Concern Regarding New Draft Somali Legislation on Sexual Crimes 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights   [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx 
Latest News 
UN human rights experts call for justice and accountability in response to Beirut explosion  
13 August 2020 
[See Week in Review above detail] 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable 
standard of physical and mental health  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx 
Latest News 
UN human rights experts call for justice and accountability in response to Beirut explosion  
13 August 2020  
[See Week in Review above detail] 

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=26167&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=26167&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/
https://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/press-release/un-special-representative-of-the-secretary-general-on-sexual-violence-in-conflict-expresses-deep-concern-regarding-new-draft-somali-legislation-on-sexual-crimes/
https://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/press-release/un-special-representative-of-the-secretary-general-on-sexual-violence-in-conflict-expresses-deep-concern-regarding-new-draft-somali-legislation-on-sexual-crimes/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26163&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26163&LangID=E


   

  

 
 
Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples   [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx 
Latest news 
Peru: UN experts urge ratification of landmark Escazú Agreement to promote responsible 
business conduct 
10 August 2020 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN OCHA [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://www.unocha.org/  
Selected Press Releases            
14 August 2020 
UN and humanitarian partners launch appeal to support Lebanon recovery 
  
14 August 2020 
Nigeria: Humanitarian needs hit record high, UN calls for urgent support 
    
12 August 2020 
Disaster Waste Management: How does the JEU support management of disaster waste? 
  
11 August 2020 
Humanitarian Coordinator a.i. in South Sudan condemns attack on NGO convoy in Central 
Equatoria and calls for the protection of humanitarian personnel 
  
11 August 2020 
Humanitarian Coordinator in Niger condemns the killing of seven aid workers and a tourist 
guide in Kouré 
 
 
Centre for Humanitarian Data/HDX  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://centre.humdata.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26159&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26159&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx
https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases
https://reliefweb.int/node/3661944
https://reliefweb.int/node/3661820
https://reliefweb.int/node/3661403
https://reliefweb.int/node/3660874
https://reliefweb.int/node/3660874
https://reliefweb.int/node/3660773
https://reliefweb.int/node/3660773
https://centre.humdata.org/


   

  

UNICEF  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases 
Selected Press releases/Announcements 
Statement 
08/14/2020  
UNICEF statement on the situation of children in Belarus  
Statement by UNICEF Regional Director for Europe and Central Asia, Ms. Afshan Khan  
 
Press release 
08/14/2020  
UNICEF appeals for $46.7 million dollars to reach 100,000 children affected by Beirut 
explosions over the next three months  
Geneva Palais briefing note on latest situation for children affected by Beirut explosions and UNICEF 
response  
 
Press release 
08/13/2020  
2 in 5 schools around the world lacked basic handwashing facilities prior to COVID-19 
pandemic — UNICEF, WHO  
 
Statement 
08/12/2020  
Eight children die in Al Hol camp, northeastern Syria in less than a week  
Statement by UNICEF Executive Director Henrietta Fore  
 
Press release 
08/11/2020  
UNICEF provides assistance to 40,000 people displaced by inter-ethnic violence in the 
South Kivu highlands, DRC  
 
Press release 
08/11/2020  
Polio vaccination campaigns resume in Afghanistan and Pakistan after COVID-19 
disruptions leave 50 million children unimmunized  
[See Milestones above for detail] 
 
Press release 
08/11/2020  
Geneva Palais Briefing on children affected by Beirut explosions and UNICEF response  
 
Press release 
08/10/2020  
Remarks by UNICEF Executive Director Henrietta Fore at the virtual briefing on the 
humanitarian situation in Lebanon  
Prepared remarks - check against delivery  
 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 15 Aug 2020] 

https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-statement-situation-children-belarus
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-appeals-467-million-dollars-reach-100000-children-affected-beirut-explosions
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-appeals-467-million-dollars-reach-100000-children-affected-beirut-explosions
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/2-5-schools-around-world-lacked-basic-handwashing-facilities-prior-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/2-5-schools-around-world-lacked-basic-handwashing-facilities-prior-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/eight-children-die-al-hol-camp-northeastern-syria-less-week
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-provides-assistance-40000-people-displaced-inter-ethnic-violence-south-kivu
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-provides-assistance-40000-people-displaced-inter-ethnic-violence-south-kivu
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/polio-vaccination-campaigns-resume-afghanistan-and-pakistan-after-covid-19
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/polio-vaccination-campaigns-resume-afghanistan-and-pakistan-after-covid-19
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/geneva-palais-briefing-children-affected-beirut-explosions-and-unicef-response
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/remarks-unicef-executive-director-henrietta-fore-virtual-briefing-humanitarian
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/remarks-unicef-executive-director-henrietta-fore-virtual-briefing-humanitarian


   

  

http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html 
Selected Announcements  
More progress on statelessness in Central Asia as Turkmenistan becomes latest country to 
champion universal birth registration 
14 Aug 2020  
 
UNHCR applauds Canada’s commitment to grant permanent residency to asylum-seekers 
working on COVID-19 frontlines 
14 Aug 2020  
 
UNHCR, IOM: Interception at sea is not the solution to channel crossings 
13 Aug 2020  
 
Beirut blast death toll includes dozens of refugees, emergency response ramps up  
11 Aug 2020  
 
Clashes in Sudan’s West Darfur force 2,500 to seek safety in Chad 
11 Aug 2020  
 
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
Selected Announcements 
IOM Appeals to International Community to Fund Relief Efforts for Migrant Workers in 
Lebanon 
2020-08-14 12:59 
Geneva – The International Organization for Migration (IOM) is launching an appeal today (14/08) to 
raise urgent funds for its response to the emergency in Lebanon – triggered by the explosion last week 
at the Port of Beirut and further exacerbated by the ongoing economic and... 
 
Mediterranean Migrant Arrivals Reach 36,221 in 2020; Deaths Reach 444 
2020-08-14 12:55 
Geneva – IOM reports that 36,221 migrants and refugees have entered Europe by sea through 12 
August, with almost half of that volume coming via the Central Mediterranean route connecting North 
Africa to Italy and Malta. The 36,221 total compares with 41,501 arrivals through this date last year,... 
 
ICC, IOM Launch COVID-19 Guidance for the Protection of Migrants 
2020-08-10 13:14 
Geneva/ Paris - The International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) and the International Organization for 
Migration (IOM) this week are releasing employer guidance for measures to protect migrants during 
COVID-19. 
 
 
UNAIDS [to 15 Aug 2020]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
Selected Press Releases/Reports/Statements 
11 August 2020 
Strengthening the role of faith-based organizations in the HIV response  

http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/8/5f3652864/progress-statelessness-central-asia-turkmenistan-becomes-latest-country.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/8/5f3652864/progress-statelessness-central-asia-turkmenistan-becomes-latest-country.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/8/5f3652864/progress-statelessness-central-asia-turkmenistan-becomes-latest-country.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/8/5f3652864/progress-statelessness-central-asia-turkmenistan-becomes-latest-country.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/8/5f3708f44/unhcr-applauds-canadas-commitment-grant-permanent-residency-asylum-seekers.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/8/5f3708f44/unhcr-applauds-canadas-commitment-grant-permanent-residency-asylum-seekers.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/8/5f3708f44/unhcr-applauds-canadas-commitment-grant-permanent-residency-asylum-seekers.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/8/5f3708f44/unhcr-applauds-canadas-commitment-grant-permanent-residency-asylum-seekers.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/8/5f3708f44/unhcr-applauds-canadas-commitment-grant-permanent-residency-asylum-seekers.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/8/5f3567a84/unhcr-iom-interception-sea-solution-channel-crossings.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/8/5f3567a84/unhcr-iom-interception-sea-solution-channel-crossings.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/8/5f3567a84/unhcr-iom-interception-sea-solution-channel-crossings.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/8/5f3567a84/unhcr-iom-interception-sea-solution-channel-crossings.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/8/5f32469f4/beirut-blast-death-toll-includes-dozens-refugees-emergency-response-ramps.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/8/5f32469f4/beirut-blast-death-toll-includes-dozens-refugees-emergency-response-ramps.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/8/5f32469f4/beirut-blast-death-toll-includes-dozens-refugees-emergency-response-ramps.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/8/5f3248204/clashes-sudans-west-darfur-force-2500-seek-safety-chad.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/8/5f3248204/clashes-sudans-west-darfur-force-2500-seek-safety-chad.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/8/5f3248204/clashes-sudans-west-darfur-force-2500-seek-safety-chad.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/8/5f3248204/clashes-sudans-west-darfur-force-2500-seek-safety-chad.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/8/5f2d089f4/iom-unhcr-mourn-death-27-people-west-african-coast.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/8/5f2d089f4/iom-unhcr-mourn-death-27-people-west-african-coast.html
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-appeals-international-community-fund-relief-efforts-migrant-workers-lebanon
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-appeals-international-community-fund-relief-efforts-migrant-workers-lebanon
https://www.iom.int/news/mediterranean-migrant-arrivals-reach-36221-2020-deaths-reach-444
https://www.iom.int/news/icc-iom-launch-covid-19-guidance-protection-migrants
http://www.unaids.org/en
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/august/20200811_faith-and-hiv


   

  

 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 15 Aug 2020]  
14 August 2020   Statement 
INCB, WHO and UNODC statement on access to internationally controlled medicines during 
COVID-19 pandemic 
[See COVID-19 above for details] 
 
12 August 2020   News release 
2 in 5 schools around the world lacked basic handwashing facilities prior to COVID-19 
pandemic — UNICEF, WHO 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO      
:: COVID-19 response in southern Nigeria boosts surveillance of other diseases  13 August 2020  
   In many countries, tackling the COVID-19 pandemic has taken cues from other disease approaches, 
such as lessons from protecting communities against Ebola. But in Nigeria’s Niger Delta, health workers 
have found inspiration from guarding against the coronavirus. 
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
No new digest content identified 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
No new digest content identified 
 
WHO European Region EURO  
:: Revised COVID-19 case definitions 13-08-2020  
:: Measles and rubella elimination: verification process continues amid COVID-19 pandemic 13-08-2020  
:: Azerbaijan response to COVID-19: better testing and contact tracing are key 11-08-2020  
:: Announcing the Pan-European Commission on Health and Sustainable Development: :: Rethinking 
Policy Priorities in the light of Pandemics 11-08-2020  
:: WHO, EU supply critical COVID-19 equipment to the Republic of Moldova 10-08-2020  
  
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: Statement by WHO Regional Director for the Eastern Mediterranean on the deaths of children in 
Syria’s Al Hol camp  Cairo/Damascus, August 13, 2020 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
No new digest content identified 
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2020/ 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 

https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/14-08-2020-incb-who-and-unodc-statement-on-access-to-internationally-controlled-medicines-during-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/14-08-2020-incb-who-and-unodc-statement-on-access-to-internationally-controlled-medicines-during-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/13-08-2020-2-in-5-schools-around-the-world-lacked-basic-handwashing-facilities-prior-to-covid-19-pandemic-unicef-who
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/13-08-2020-2-in-5-schools-around-the-world-lacked-basic-handwashing-facilities-prior-to-covid-19-pandemic-unicef-who
http://www.afro.who.int/
https://www.afro.who.int/news/covid-19-response-southern-nigeria-boosts-surveillance-other-diseases
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=466:2008-media-center-press-releases&Itemid=40108&lang=en
http://www.searo.who.int/
http://www.euro.who.int/
https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-emergencies/coronavirus-covid-19/news/news/2020/8/revised-covid-19-case-definitions2
https://www.euro.who.int/en/countries/sweden/news/news/2020/8/measles-and-rubella-elimination-verification-process-continues-amid-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-emergencies/coronavirus-covid-19/news/news/2020/8/azerbaijan-response-to-covid-19-better-testing-and-contact-tracing-are-key2
https://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/sections/press-releases/2020/announcing-the-pan-european-commission-on-health-and-sustainable-development-rethinking-policy-priorities-in-the-light-of-pandemics
https://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/sections/press-releases/2020/announcing-the-pan-european-commission-on-health-and-sustainable-development-rethinking-policy-priorities-in-the-light-of-pandemics
https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-emergencies/coronavirus-covid-19/news/news/2020/8/whoeu-supply-critical-covid-19-equipment-to-the-republic-of-moldova2
http://www.emro.who.int/
http://www.emro.who.int/media/news/statement-by-who-regional-director-for-the-eastern-mediterranean-on-the-deaths-of-children-in-syrias-al-hol-camp.html
http://www.emro.who.int/media/news/statement-by-who-regional-director-for-the-eastern-mediterranean-on-the-deaths-of-children-in-syrias-al-hol-camp.html
http://www.wpro.who.int/
https://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2020/


   

  

 
 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
Latest from News Centre 
UNDP to focus on inclusive recovery as it supports Lebanon following the Beirut blast 
catastrophe 
Posted on August 14, 2020 
 
 
UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
Publications  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://www.unenvironment.org/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNDRR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://www.undrr.org/ 
Statements and messages 
12 August 2020  
Letter to future leaders on International Youth Day  
 
 
UN DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/  
News 
“Indigenous peoples are crucial partners in the fight against COVID-19” 
12 August 2020, New York  

http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/news/2020/UNDP_to_focus_on_inclusive_recovery_as_it_supports_Lebanon_following_the_Beirut_blast_catastrophe.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/news/2020/UNDP_to_focus_on_inclusive_recovery_as_it_supports_Lebanon_following_the_Beirut_blast_catastrophe.html
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/
https://www.unenvironment.org/
https://www.undrr.org/
https://www.undrr.org/news/letter-future-leaders-international-youth-day
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/social/indigenous-peoples-are-crucial-partners-in-the-fight-against-covid-19.html


   

  

   When COVID-19 infected the lungs of the world, the Guajajara people in the Amazon rainforest 
responded to the disease as indigenous peoples have done for centuries: sealing off their territories 
and protecting their elders. 
   The Guajajara people are among the 476 million indigenous peoples spread across the globe whose 
culture of cooperation and trust has prepared them to resiliently counter this pandemic. In a virtual 
event to commemorate the International Day of the World’s Indigenous Peoples, representatives of 
indigenous peoples, governments and the UN system discussed the challenges they are facing, whilst 
paying tribute to the resilience of indigenous peoples… 
 
UN praises resilience and vision of younger generation, marking International Youth Day 
12 August 2020, New York 
 
 
UNESCO  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://en.unesco.org/news 
Latest News  
Statement of solidarity with Lebanon and support to recover the damaged cultural 
heritage in Beirut 
News 
08/13/2020  
 
Situation Update: UNESCO’s Response to Torrential Rain Damage in Yemen’s Historical 
Centres 
12/08/2020 
 
 
International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS)  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://www.icomos.org/en/ 
Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://unhabitat.org/ 
News and Stories 
UN-Habitat responds immediately to support families following explosions in Lebanon’s 
capital 
Wednesday 12 August, 2020  
 
Eighth Global Urban Lecture 2020 - The Spatial Justice of the Commons 
Tuesday 11 August, 2020  

https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/social/un-praises-resilience-and-vision-of-younger-generation-marking-international-youth-day.html
http://en.unesco.org/news
https://en.unesco.org/news/statement-solidarity-lebanon-and-support-recover-damaged-cultural-heritage-beirut
https://en.unesco.org/news/statement-solidarity-lebanon-and-support-recover-damaged-cultural-heritage-beirut
https://en.unesco.org/news/statement-solidarity-lebanon-and-support-recover-damaged-cultural-heritage-beirut
https://en.unesco.org/news/statement-solidarity-lebanon-and-support-recover-damaged-cultural-heritage-beirut
https://en.unesco.org/news/statement-solidarity-lebanon-and-support-recover-damaged-cultural-heritage-beirut
https://en.unesco.org/news/situation-update-unescos-response-torrential-rain-damage-yemens-historical-centres
https://en.unesco.org/news/situation-update-unescos-response-torrential-rain-damage-yemens-historical-centres
https://www.icomos.org/en/
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp
http://unhabitat.org/
https://unhabitat.org/un-habitat-responds-immediately-to-support-families-following-explosions-in-lebanon%E2%80%99s-capital
https://unhabitat.org/un-habitat-responds-immediately-to-support-families-following-explosions-in-lebanon%E2%80%99s-capital
https://unhabitat.org/the-spatial-jutsice-of-the-commons-roberto-rocco


   

  

   The social sustainability of urban development solutions is often overlooked in favour of economic 
and/or environmental sustainability. This lecture brings together two areas of study that are generally 
separate: sustainability and socio-spatial justice. It does so by using Hardin's Tragedy of the Commons 
to illustrate the issues at hand, especially issues of justice, redistribution, and most specially, 
democracy and participation in decision making. It does so by using literature by Elinor Ostrom, Susan 
Fainstein and Patsu Healey on the communicative turn in planning.  
 
 
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ILO International Labour Organization  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm 
Employment Intensive Infrastructure 
ILO creates decent jobs to support Beirut explosion clearing operations   
14 August 2020  
The International Labour Organization has mobilized its Employment Intensive Infrastructure 
Programme in Lebanon to clear rubble in the aftermath of the Beirut explosion. 
 
Youth and COVID-19 
COVID-19 disrupts education of more than 70 per cent of youth   
11 August 2020  
The disproportionate effect of the pandemic on young people has exacerbated inequalities and risks 
reducing the productive potential of an entire generation, according to the International Labour 
Organization. 
 
 
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://www.icao.int/  
Latest News and Highlights    
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IMO International Maritime Organization  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx 
Latest Press Briefings  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UPU  Universal Postal Union   [to 15 Aug 2020] 

http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_753285/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_753060/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release


   

  

https://www.upu.int/en/News-Media/Press/Press-Releases 
Press Releases 
UPU World Leaders Forum goes virtual for truly global postal discussion 
   8/12/2020 — Berne, 12 August. Following the decision to postpone the Parcel and Post Expo 2020 in 
Vienna, Austria, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Universal Postal Union (UPU) and its partner UKi 
Media and Events have decided to turn the UPU World Leaders Forum into a virtual event. 
 
 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html 
News 
UNIDO ITPO Germany presents study on the impact of COVID-19 on agribusiness and the 
food industry in African and Asian markets 
   BONN, 11 August 2020 — As the COVID-19 pandemic has unfolded, concerns over ensuring food 
security have been voiced in many countries around the world. While the crisis has immediate effects 
on food and agricultural supply chains, the negative impact of the COVID-19 pandemic is not limited to 
short-term disruptions in supply and demand. 
 
 
International Organization for Standardization (ISO)  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/ 
News 
11 August 2020  
COVID-19: National resources  
This page is dedicated to featuring national resources developed by ISO members to support the fight 
against COVID-19.  
 
 
UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://www.unwto.org/news 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/ 
Press Releases 
WIPO and Music Rights Awareness Foundation to Collaborate in Favor of Creators 
   The World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) and the Music Rights Awareness Foundation 
(MRAF) have joined forces to support creators around the world in ensuring they are recognized and 
fairly remunerated for their work by increasing knowledge and awareness of their intellectual property 
(IP) rights. 
Aug 10, 2020   PR/2020/859 
 
 
CBD  Convention on Biological Diversity [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://www.cbd.int/ 
Announcements 

https://www.upu.int/en/News-Media/Press/Press-Releases
https://www.upu.int/en/Press-Release/2020/7/8/UPU-World-Leaders-Forum-goes-virtual-for-truly-global-postal-discussion
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html
https://www.unido.org/news/unido-itpo-germany-presents-study-impact-covid-19-agribusiness-and-food-industry-african-and-asian-markets
https://www.unido.org/news/unido-itpo-germany-presents-study-impact-covid-19-agribusiness-and-food-industry-african-and-asian-markets
https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/
https://www.iso.org/covid19-members
https://www.unwto.org/news
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/
https://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/articles/2020/article_0016.html
https://www.cbd.int/


   

  

14.08.2020 // 2020-057 Webinar Conference: "Building back better: protecting biodiversity, 
combating land degradation and mitigating climate change to reduce the risks of future 
pandemics… 
 
12.08.2020- Information briefing on a draft outline of a new gender plan of action for the 
post-2020 period  
 
:::::: 
 
USAID [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Announcements 
USAID Launches Global Leadership and Education Advancing Development Initiative  
August 12, 2020 
Today, the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) announced the Global Leadership and 
Education Advancing Development (Global LEAD) Initiative, which supports the capacity and 
commitment of emerging young leaders to become partners in building self-reliant communities. 
 
USAID Launches its First Policy on Promoting the Rights of Indigenous Peoples  
August 10, 2020 
Statement by USAID Acting Administrator Barsa 
[See Week in Review Above for detail] 
 
 
DFID  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development 
Press Releases 
UK aid to protect high street supply chains  
   Scheme will support workers in developing countries during the coronavirus pandemic and help keep 
some of the UK’s favourite products on high street shelves. 
Updated: 14 August 2020  
 
 
ECHO  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news 
Latest News 
Lebanon: EU Humanitarian Air Bridge arrives in Beirut with medical equipment and 
medicines 
13/08/2020 
This morning an EU Humanitarian Air bridge flight landed in Beirut, Lebanon, delivering over 17 tonnes 
of humanitarian supplies, medicines and medical equipment. The transport cost was fully covered by 
the European Commission while the cargo was...  
 
:::::: 
 
African Union [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://www.au.int/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of Social  

https://www.cbd.int/doc/notifications/2020/ntf-2020-057-hbom-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/notifications/2020/ntf-2020-057-hbom-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/notifications/2020/ntf-2020-057-hbom-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/notifications/2020/ntf-2020-057-hbom-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/meetings/006033
https://www.cbd.int/meetings/006033
https://www.cbd.int/meetings/006033
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/aug-12-2020-usaid-launches-global-leadership-and-education-advancing-development
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/aug-10-2020-usaid-launches-its-first-policy-promoting-rights-indigenous-peoples
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-aid-to-protect-high-street-supply-chains
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/lebanon-eu-humanitarian-air-bridge-arrives-beirut-medical-equipment-and-medicines_en
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/lebanon-eu-humanitarian-air-bridge-arrives-beirut-medical-equipment-and-medicines_en
http://www.au.int/


   

  

Press releases 
COVID-19 : African Union to Keep AfCFTA on Track with Digital Technology 
August 14, 2020  
 
 
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://asean.org/category/news/asean-secretariat-news/ 
Secretariat News 
ASEAN holds webinar on digital connectivity with private sector 
   JAKARTA, 13 August 2020 – The ASEAN Secretariat and Infrastructure Asia1 held a webinar on 
Digital Connectivity today as part of the ASEAN Infrastructure Discussion Series. Over 190 
representatives from all ASEAN Member States, Dialogue Partners, as well as financiers, multilateral 
development banks, private investors, and other infrastructure solution providers, participated in the 
90-minute virtual event. Participants [...] 
 
 
European Commission [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1 
Latest         
Press release  14 August 2020 
Coronavirus: Commission reaches first agreement on a potential vaccine 
Today, the European Commission has reached a first agreement with the pharmaceutical company 
AstraZeneca to purchase a potential vaccine against COVID-19 as well as to donate to lower and 
middle income countries or re-direct to other European countries. 
   
Press release  13 August 2020 
Coronavirus: Commission concludes further talks to secure future vaccine 
The European Commission has today concluded exploratory talks with Johnson & Johnson to purchase 
a potential vaccine against COVID-19. 
   
Press release  12 August 2020 
Cambodia loses duty-free access to the EU market over human rights concerns 
As of today, 12 August, some of Cambodia's typical export products such as garments, footwear and 
travel goods are subject to the European Union's customs duties. 
 
Press release  11 August 2020 
Coronavirus: 23 new research projects to receive €128 million in EU funding 
 
  
OECD  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://www.oecd.org/  
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Organization of American States (OAS)   [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://www.oas.org/en/ 
Press Releases 

https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20200814/covid-19-african-union-keep-afcfta-track-digital-technology
http://asean.org/category/news/asean-secretariat-news/
https://asean.org/asean-holds-webinar-digital-connectivity-private-sector/
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_1438
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_1481
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_1469
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_1460
http://www.oecd.org/
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_releases.asp


   

  

Permanent Council Commemorates World Day Against Trafficking in Persons 
August 11, 2020 
 
 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://www.oic-oci.org/  
Selected Press Releases 
The OIC provides assistance for educational and social projects in Yemen 
   Dr. Yousef A. Al-Othaimeen, the Secretary-General of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), 
has approved aid for educational and social projects in the Republic of Yemen through the Islamic 
Solidarity Fund (ISF), one of the OIC's subsidiary organs.... 
15/08/2020 
 
OIC: Approval of Emergency Assistance for the Lebanese People through the ISF 
   The Secretary-General of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), Dr. Yousef A. Al-Othaimeen, 
approved today, 13 August 2020, emergency assistance for the Lebanese people.... 
13/08/2020 
 
 
Group of 77  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://www.g77.org/ 
Latest Statements and Speeches 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
UNCTAD  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives]  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Customs Organization – WCO  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://www.wcoomd.org/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
WTO News and Events 
WTO issues new report on how COVID-19 crisis may push up trade costs 
13 August 2020 
The WTO Secretariat has published a new information note warning of possible increases to trade costs 
due to COVID-19 disruptions. The note examines the pandemic’s impact on key components of trade 
costs, particularly those relating to travel and transport, trade policy, uncertainty, and identifies areas 
where higher costs may persist even after the pandemic is contained.  
 

https://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=AVI-104/20
https://www.oic-oci.org/home/?lan=en
https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=23755&ref=14139&lan=en
https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=23747&ref=14137&lan=en
http://www.g77.org/
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx
http://www.wcoomd.org/
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news20_e/covid_13aug20_e.htm


   

  

DDG Wolff: The future belongs to trade agreements of varying geometries 
11 August 2020 
The multilateral trading system, along with regional and bilateral trade agreements, all share the task 
of regulating global trade, Deputy Director-General Alan Wolff said on 11 August. Speaking at a virtual 
event organized by the American Association of Exporters and Importers on the question of whether 
the future of trade is multilateral or bilateral, DDG Wolff said the clear answer is both as the world 
becomes smaller and integration more complex.  
 
:::::: 
 
IPU  Inter-Parliamentary Union   [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases 
Press releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Court of Justice  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases 
Latest Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Criminal Court (ICC)  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
Trying individuals for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
  
World Bank [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week]  
August 13, 2020 
Lack of Human Capital is Holding Back Latin America’s Growth  
   In 1990, Latin America’s average GDP per capita was a little over a quarter of the United States’ 
income level, while emerging and developing Asian countries’ GDP per capita was only 5 percent. In 
2019, Asian countries had grown fourfold, but Latin America was still at the same level.  
 
 
IMF  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article 
News, Announcements 
August 13, 2020 
Lack of Human Capital is Holding Back Latin America’s Growth  

https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news20_e/ddgaw_11aug20_e.htm
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases
https://www.icc-cpi.int/
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all
https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2020/08/12/na081320-lack-of-human-capital-is-holding-back-latin-americas-growth
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article
https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2020/08/12/na081320-lack-of-human-capital-is-holding-back-latin-americas-growth


   

  

   In 1990, Latin America’s average GDP per capita was a little over a quarter of the United States’ 
income level, while emerging and developing Asian countries’ GDP per capita was only 5 percent. In 
2019, Asian countries had grown fourfold, but Latin America was still at the same level.  
 
 
African Development Bank Group  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://www.afdb.org/en 
Press Releases 
Africa’s outlook is positive,’ African Development Bank tells Indian investors and officials  
   13-Aug-2020 - The groundwork has been laid for Indian investors who are looking to invest in Africa. 
During a recent virtual conference hosted by the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) and its 
partners, officials called for Indo-African partnerships to go beyond government-to-government 
cooperation and promote private sector participation in order to accelerate Africa’s development. 
 
 
Asian Development Bank  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://www.adb.org/news/releases 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-•         
15 Aug 2020 
ADB President, ICRC President Discuss Collaboration in Fragile and Conflict-Affected 
States 
   ADB President Masatsugu Asakawa and ICRC President Peter Maurer discussed areas of potential 
collaboration given the increasing overlap of development issues with the humanitarian and peace 
issues. 
 
12 Aug 2020 
ADB to Help Boost Farm Incomes in the Philippines with $400 Million Loan 
 
   ADB has approved a $400 million policy-based loan to support reforms by the Philippine government 
aimed at raising the productivity and competitiveness of the country’s agriculture sector and 
significantly reducing poverty in... 
 
 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank   [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-
level announcements are added each week] 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Islamic Development Bank  [to 15 Aug 2020] 

https://www.afdb.org/en
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/africas-outlook-positive-african-development-bank-tells-indian-investors-and-officials-37289
http://www.adb.org/news/releases
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-president-icrc-president-discuss-collaboration-fragile-and-conflict-affected-states
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-president-icrc-president-discuss-collaboration-fragile-and-conflict-affected-states
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-president-icrc-president-discuss-collaboration-fragile-and-conflict-affected-states
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-president-icrc-president-discuss-collaboration-fragile-and-conflict-affected-states
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-help-boost-farm-incomes-philippines-400-million-loan
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-help-boost-farm-incomes-philippines-400-million-loan
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news


   

  

https://www.isdb.org/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 
 

:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
   We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new research and 
major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, collaborations, and initiatives 
across the human rights, humanitarian response and development spheres of action.  WE will not 
reference fundraising announcements, programs, events or appeals, and generally not include content 
which is primarily photo-documentation or video in format. 
 
 
Action Contre la Faim – Action Against Hunger  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org 
Communiqués de presse  
Urgence Liban 
Des milliers de personnes sont sans abri, nourriture et eau après l’explosion à Beyrouth 
Posté le 14 août 2020  
   L’explosion du 4 août a affaibli et dans de nombreux cas interrompu la fourniture des services de 
base dans divers quartiers de Beyrouth et a détruit une partie des réseaux et des infrastructures dans 
certains d’entre eux. 
 
 
Alliance for International Medical Action (ALIMA)  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://www.alima-ngo.org/en/press-room 
PRESS RELEASES 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://newsroom.amref.org/category/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases     
Press Releases  
Amref Health Africa in Canada to Slow the Spread of COVID-19 in sub-Saharan Africa with 
Additional Funding 
August 13, 2020  
   Pandemic response activities to roll out in Ethiopia, Kenya, Malawi and Senegal with financial support 
from… 
 
ISTAT Foundation Boosts AMREF Flying Doctors COVID-19 Response Capability 
August 12, 2020  
July 28 2020: The ISTAT Foundation has announced a USD70.000 grant to support AMREF Flying 
Doctors… 
 

https://www.isdb.org/
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/
https://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/presse/des-milliers-de-personnes-sont-sans-abri-nourriture-et-eau-apres-lexplosion-a-beyrouth/
https://www.alima-ngo.org/en/press-room
http://amref.org/news/news/
https://newsroom.amref.org/category/press-releases/
https://newsroom.amref.org/news/2020/08/amref-health-africa-in-canada-to-slow-the-spread-of-covid-19-in-sub-saharan-africa-with-additional-funding/
https://newsroom.amref.org/news/2020/08/amref-health-africa-in-canada-to-slow-the-spread-of-covid-19-in-sub-saharan-africa-with-additional-funding/
https://newsroom.amref.org/news/2020/08/istat-foundation-boosts-amref-flying-doctors-covid-19-response-capability-2/


   

  

Amref Health Africa Partners with Mastercard Foundation to help Flatten the COVID-19 
Curve in Kenya 
August 12, 2020  
 
 
Aravind Eye Care System  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://aravind.org/ 
Aravind News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
  
BRAC  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://www.brac.net/#news 
Latest  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clubhouse International  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://www.drc.dk/news 
NEWS 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ECPAT  [to 15 Aug 2020]  
http://www.ecpat.net/news 
News from ECPAT 
ALBANIA: Roma children in Albania particularly vulnerable to sexual exploitation 
August 10th, 2020 
   ECPAT International is releasing a new research briefing paper on the sexual exploitation of children 
in Albania. This article highlights some of the most pressing risks presented in the paper, including 
Roma children’s vulnerability to sexual exploitation, the lack of protection of children exploited in 
prostitution, a significant lack of funding for civil society organisations and under-funded government 
plans to address the issue. 
 
 
Fountain House  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/  
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Humanity & Inclusion  [nee Handicap International]  [to 15 Aug 2020]  

https://newsroom.amref.org/news/2020/08/amref-health-africa-partners-with-mastercard-foundation-to-help-flatten-the-covid-19-curve-in-kenya-2/
https://newsroom.amref.org/news/2020/08/amref-health-africa-partners-with-mastercard-foundation-to-help-flatten-the-covid-19-curve-in-kenya-2/
https://aravind.org/
http://www.brac.net/#news
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html
https://www.drc.dk/news
http://www.ecpat.net/news
https://www.ecpat.org/news/exploitation-children-albania/
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press


   

  

https://hi.org/en/index 
All news 
COVID-19: HI is striving to protect vulnerable people by continuing its work in Thailand  
PUBLISHED ON August 13th 2020  
 
Zeina, head of an HI emergency team in Beirut, describes the scale of the disaster  
| PUBLISHED ON August 13th 2020  
 
 
Heifer International  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://www.heifer.org/ 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
The Women Trying to Save the Meat Industry 
   An educational working ranch shows an example of a system that’s better for employees, animals, 
and the earth 
Bridget Shirvell 
Aug 6  
 
 
HelpAge International  [to 15 Aug 2020]  
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/ 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
No new digest content identified. 

 
 
ICRC  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports     
Lebanon: “From one minute to the next, the world changed for Beirut” 
   One week after a devastating explosion ripped through Beirut, the city's remaining hospitals are still 
full and hundreds of thousands of people need help to rebuild their lives.Hopes of finding survivors 
amid the rubble are fading fast. 
11-08-2020 | News release 
   
Humanitarian situation in Lebanon requires immediate, sincere and wholehearted support 
10-08-2020 | Statement 
   
International Conference on Support to Beirut and the Lebanese People: Speech by Peter 
Maurer 
10-08-2020 | News release 
 
 
IFRC   [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
Lebanon 
Beirut Explosion: Urgent relief for survivors underway as IFRC appeals for 20 million Swiss 
francs 

https://hi.org/en/index
https://hi.org/en/news/covid-19-hi-is-striving-to-protect-vulnerable-people-by-continuing-its-work-in-thailand
https://hi.org/en/news/-zeina-head-of-an-hi-emergency-team-in-beirut-describes-the-scale-of-the-disaster
https://www.heifer.org/
https://heated.medium.com/amp/p/bb4a46a1f229
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/lebanon-one-minute-next-world-changed-beirut
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/humanitarian-situation-lebanon-requires-immediate-sincere-and-wholehearted-support
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/international-conference-support-beirut-and-lebanese-people-speech-peter-maurer-president
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/international-conference-support-beirut-and-lebanese-people-speech-peter-maurer-president
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/beirut-explosion-urgent-relief-survivors-underway-ifrc-appeals-20-million-swiss-francs/
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/beirut-explosion-urgent-relief-survivors-underway-ifrc-appeals-20-million-swiss-francs/


   

  

   Geneva, 9 August 2020 – The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies 
(IFRC) appealed today for 20 million Swiss francs (US$ 21.8 million dollars) to rapidly scale up 
emergency medical support and economic relief for survivors of … 
9 August 20 
 
 
International Medical Corps (IMC)   [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/ 
Story 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IRC  International Rescue Committee  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 
Media highlights 
Press Release  
Beirut: 150,000 women and girls displaced following blast  
August 14, 2020  
 
Press Release  
As COVID cases hit 20M, David Miliband, President and CEO of the IRC, raises alarm on 
growing numbers in fragile contexts 
August 10, 2020  
 
 
IRCT  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://irct.org/ 
Latest News 
News   13 Aug 2020  
Zimbabwe: IRCT gravely concerned by government attacks on human rights defenders  
 
News   12 Aug 2020  
Greece expelling refugees with torture trauma to Turkey  
 
 
Islamic Relief Worldwide  [to 15 Aug 2020]  
https://www.islamic-relief.org/ 
Latest News  
Islamic Relief increases support in Yemen as Covid-19 cripples a struggling country 
Published: 13 August, 2020  
 
Gaza’s enterprising youth must be heard before their fragile hope is extinguished forever 
Published: 12 August, 2020  
 
The role of microinsurance in the global pandemic 
Published: 12 August, 2020  
 
Flooding leaves hundreds of thousands of people in dire need in Sudan 

https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/beirut-150000-women-and-girls-displaced-following-blast
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/beirut-150000-women-and-girls-displaced-following-blast
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/beirut-150000-women-and-girls-displaced-following-blast
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/beirut-150000-women-and-girls-displaced-following-blast
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/covid-cases-hit-20m-david-miliband-president-and-ceo-irc-raises-alarm-growing-numbers
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/covid-cases-hit-20m-david-miliband-president-and-ceo-irc-raises-alarm-growing-numbers
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/beirut-150000-women-and-girls-displaced-following-blast
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/beirut-150000-women-and-girls-displaced-following-blast
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/covid-cases-hit-20m-david-miliband-president-and-ceo-irc-raises-alarm-growing-numbers
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/covid-cases-hit-20m-david-miliband-president-and-ceo-irc-raises-alarm-growing-numbers
https://irct.org/
https://irct.org/media-and-resources/latest-news/article/1045
https://irct.org/media-and-resources/latest-news/article/1044
https://www.islamic-relief.org/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/islamic-relief-increases-support-in-yemen-as-covid-19-cripples-a-struggling-country/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/gazas-enterprising-youth-must-be-heard-before-their-fragile-hope-is-extinguished-forever/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/the-role-of-microinsurance-in-the-global-pandemic/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/flooding-leaves-hundreds-of-thousands-of-people-in-dire-need-in-sudan/


   

  

Published: 11 August, 2020  
 
 
Landsea   [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Medecins du Monde   [to 15 Aug 2020]  
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Mercy Corps [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
News Releases & Alerts  
August 12, 2020  
Mercy Corps Launches Partnership with Historically Black Colleges and Universities  
   New partnership creates diverse talent pipeline PORTLAND, OR — The global organization Mercy 
Corps is launching a...  
 
August 11, 2020  
One Week On, Beirut's Small Businesses Are On The Brink 
   Seven days after the explosion that decimated the port area in Beirut, the country is counting the 
costs of the blast...  
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 15 Aug 2020]  
http://www.msf.org/ 
Latest [Selected Announcements] 
Lebanon  
MSF provides medical and mental health support to Beirut's most affected communities  
Project Update 12 Aug 2020  
 
Coronavirus COVID-19 pandemic  
RESPONDING TO COVID-19: Global Accountability Report - March to May 2020  
Report 10 Aug 2020  
   This report is the fi rst in a series of accountability reports and operational snapshots offering insight 
into MSF’s global COVID-19 response, highlighting activities and outcomes, documenting expenditures, 
and shedding light on challenges faced in accessing and supplying communities with essential 
medicines and supplies. 
 
Iraq  
Yazidi community suffers one crisis after another  
Project Update 9 Aug 2020  
 
 

http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases
https://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/HBCU-internship-partnership
https://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/beirut-businesses-on-brink
http://www.msf.org/
https://www.msf.org/lebanon-msf%E2%80%99s-emergency-response-beirut
https://www.msf.org/msf-and-covid-19
https://www.msf.org/msf-and-covid-19
https://www.msf.org/yazidis-iraq-suffer-one-crisis-after-another


   

  

Operation Smile  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office 
Program Schedule 
Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve every 
opportunity for safe surgical care.  
 
  
OXFAM [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://www.oxfam.org/en/ 
Selected News/Announcements     
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Norwegian Refugee Council   [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://www.nrc.no/ 
Latest news  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Pact  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://www.pactworld.org/  
Latest News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Partners In Health  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://www.pih.org/news 
News     
Aug 13, 2020  
Seven-Country Study Examining COVID-19 Impacts on Health Services  
   Researchers from Canada, Harvard and PIH are examining how the pandemic is affecting people's 
use of health services amid the global crisis, to provide vital data for national responses around the 
world.  
 
Aug 10, 2020  
EndTB's Strong Study Results Add to Push for Use of New Drugs  
   PIH researchers, clinicians helped lead study that again showed new-generation TB drugs to be more 
effective, including for patients with additional diseases.  
 
 
PATH  [to 15 Aug 2020]  
https://www.path.org/media-center/  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Plan International/BORNEfonden  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
No new digest content identified. 

http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office
http://www.operationsmile.org/approach/program-schedule
https://www.oxfam.org/en/
http://www.nrc.no/
http://www.pactworld.org/
https://www.pih.org/news
https://www.pih.org/article/seven-country-study-examining-covid-19-impacts-health-services
https://www.pih.org/article/endtbs-strong-study-results-add-push-use-new-drugs
https://www.path.org/media-center/
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre


   

  

 
 
Save The Children [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://www.savethechildren.net/news 
News 
14 August 2020 - Congo (Kinshasa) 
More than 100 children killed and injured as violence intensifies in Ituri, DRC 
 
13 August 2020 - Lebanon 
Beirut’s traumatised children – speechless, sleepless and separated from their parents 
 
13 August 2020 - Syria 
SYRIA: Child death rate triples in Al-Hol camp as medical access deteriorates 
 
12 August 2020 - India 
INDIA COVID-19 SURVEY: Eight in ten households are struggling to meet their daily 
expenses, warns Save the Children 
 
10 August 2020 - Syria 
First case of Coronavirus appears among residents Syrian Al Hol camp  
 
 
SOS-Kinderdorf International  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/news 
All News 
International Youth Day – August 11 2020  
Young people are resilient agents of change 
   At SOS Children’s Villages across Latin America and Caribbean, we are highlighting the participation 
of adolescents and young people in activities in August for Youth Month, and especially on the 12th for 
International Youth Day. Young people have shown they are agents of change, particularly in how they 
are coping with the consequences of COVID-19. 
 
 
Tostan  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://www.tostan.org 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Women for Women International  [to 15 Aug 2020]  
https://www.womenforwomen.org/ 
Article 
August 15, 2020  
“A new sun will rise on us all” - Messages of Hope From Iraq  
 
 
World Vision  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://wvi.org/ 

https://www.savethechildren.net/news
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/more-100-children-killed-and-injured-violence-intensifies-ituri-drc
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/more-100-children-killed-and-injured-violence-intensifies-ituri-drc
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/beirut%E2%80%99s-traumatised-children-%E2%80%93-speechless-sleepless-and-separated-their-parents
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/beirut%E2%80%99s-traumatised-children-%E2%80%93-speechless-sleepless-and-separated-their-parents
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/syria-child-death-rate-triples-al-hol-camp-medical-access-deteriorates
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/syria-child-death-rate-triples-al-hol-camp-medical-access-deteriorates
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/india-covid-19-survey-eight-ten-households-are-struggling-meet-their-daily-expenses-warns-save
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/india-covid-19-survey-eight-ten-households-are-struggling-meet-their-daily-expenses-warns-save
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/india-covid-19-survey-eight-ten-households-are-struggling-meet-their-daily-expenses-warns-save
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/india-covid-19-survey-eight-ten-households-are-struggling-meet-their-daily-expenses-warns-save
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/first-case-coronavirus-appears-among-residents-syrian-al-hol-camp
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/first-case-coronavirus-appears-among-residents-syrian-al-hol-camp
https://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/news
https://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/news/international-youth-day-(1)
http://www.tostan.org/latest-news
https://www.womenforwomen.org/
https://www.womenforwomen.org/blogs/new-sun-will-rise-us-all-messages-hope-iraq
http://wvi.org/newsroom


   

  

Newsroom  
Beirut children more vulnerable to COVID-19 in explosion aftermath  
August 14th 2020  
 
:::::: 
 
Electronic Frontiers Foundation 
https://www.eff.org/updates?type=press_release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
  
Freedom House [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://freedomhouse.org/ 
Latest Updates  
Hong Kong: Journalists Arrested, CCP Imposes Sanctions on Freedom House  
Press release  
August 10, 2020 
 
Belarus: Freedom House Condemns Violence and Election Irregularities  
Press release  
August 10, 2020 
 
 
Human Rights Watch  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://www.hrw.org/ 
Featured Commentary, Announcements, Statements 
August 13, 2020  
People of Resilience: Colombia’s Wayuu Indigenous Community Confronts a Malnutrition 
Crisis Amid Covid-19  
   Dubbed the land of contrasts by its inhabitants, La Guajira, a state in northeastern Colombia, boasts 
large expanses of desert alongside breathtaking dune-lined coasts. But it has earned a reputation as a 
region left behind in the dust. 
   See Full Report: Indigenous Kids at Risk of Malnutrition, Death in Colombia  
   
August 14, 2020 
Commentary  
People are Seeking Change in Belarus. Instead, They’re Being Mercilessly Beaten and 
Detained  
Tanya Lokshina  
Associate Director, Europe and Central Asia Division 
 
Middle East/North Africa  
August 13, 2020 
Report  
Yemen: Houthis Kill, Expel Ethiopian Migrants  
   
August 12, 2020 
News Release  

https://www.wvi.org/newsroom/lebanon/beirut-children-more-vulnerable-covid-19-explosion-aftermath
https://www.eff.org/updates?type=press_release
https://freedomhouse.org/
https://freedomhouse.org/article/hong-kong-journalists-arrested-ccp-imposes-sanctions-freedom-house
https://freedomhouse.org/article/hong-kong-journalists-arrested-ccp-imposes-sanctions-freedom-house
https://freedomhouse.org/article/belarus-freedom-house-condemns-violence-and-election-irregularities
https://freedomhouse.org/article/belarus-freedom-house-condemns-violence-and-election-irregularities
https://www.hrw.org/
https://www.hrw.org/video-photos/interactive/2020/08/13/people-resilience-colombias-wayuu-indigenous-community
https://www.hrw.org/video-photos/interactive/2020/08/13/people-resilience-colombias-wayuu-indigenous-community
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/08/13/colombia-indigenous-kids-risk-malnutrition-death
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/08/13/colombia-indigenous-kids-risk-malnutrition-death
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/08/14/people-are-seeking-change-belarus-instead-theyre-being-mercilessly-beaten-and
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/08/14/people-are-seeking-change-belarus-instead-theyre-being-mercilessly-beaten-and
https://www.hrw.org/about/people/tanya-lokshina
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/08/13/yemen-houthis-kill-expel-ethiopian-migrants


   

  

US: 14 Recommendations for Fundamental Police Reform  
 
 
Transparency International  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases 
Press Releases 
Belarus crisis calls for urgent action from international community 
   Transparency International is horrified by the violent attacks, arbitrary arrests and brutal repression 
unleashed by the Government of Alexander Lukashenko against peaceful protesters in Belarus. We…  
14 August 2020  
 
Statement on Beirut explosion investigation 
Failure to ensure transparency and accountability must be urgently addressed 
   The Lebanese Transparency Association (LTA), supported by Transparency International, are 
alarmed by the Lebanese government’s failure to establish a wide-ranging investigation into the 
Beirut…  
12 August 2020  
 
::::: 
 
ChildFund Alliance  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://childfundalliance.org/ 
News/ Statements 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
CONCORD  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://concordeurope.org/  
Latest News and Events 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
The Elders  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://theelders.org/news-media 
Selected Press Releases and Major Announcements 
Speech 
Pandemics and the challenges of sustaining peace 
12 Aug 2020 
Ban Ki-moon addresses a virtual session of the UN Security Council on the challenges of sustaining 
peace during COVID-19. 
Conflict, Ethical Leadership 
 
Opinion 
COVID-19's threat to our global civilisation and the need for collective responsibility 
11 Aug 2020 
Writing for Kyodo News, Gro Harlem Brundtland calls for collective action to address multiple crises 
affecting global civilisation, from COVID-19 and climate change to nuclear proliferation and assaults on 
the multilateral system. 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/08/12/us-14-recommendations-fundamental-police-reform
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases
https://www.transparency.org/en/press/belarus-crisis-calls-for-urgent-action-from-international-community
https://www.transparency.org/en/press/statement-on-beirut-explosion-investigation
https://childfundalliance.org/
http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/
http://theelders.org/news-media
https://www.theelders.org/news/pandemics-and-challenges-sustaining-peace
https://www.theelders.org/news/covid-19s-threat-our-global-civilisation-and-need-collective-responsibility


   

  

Ethical Leadership 
 
 
Evidence Aid   [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://www.evidenceaid.org/ 
Latest Content  
Community-level interventions for improving access to food in low- and middle-income 
countries  Added August 13, 2020 
 
Convalescent plasma as a possible treatment for COVID-19  Added August 10, 2020 
 
 
Gavi [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://www.gavi.org/ 
News releases  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Getty Conservation Institute   [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://www.getty.edu/research/ 
Latest News    
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Global Fund  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/ 
News/Updates  
Updates  
Country Coordinating Mechanism Evolution: Implementation  
12 August 2020  
 
News  
Global Fund Launches Search for Inspector General  
10 August 2020  
   The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria has launched a search for its next Inspector 
General.  
 
 
Hilton Prize Coalition [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ICVA - International Council of Voluntary Agencies   [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://icvanetwork.org/ 
Latest resources, events, content 
Upcoming events 
World Humanitarian Day 2020  

http://www.evidenceaid.org/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/community-level-interventions-for-improving-access-to-food-in-low-and-middle-income-countries/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/community-level-interventions-for-improving-access-to-food-in-low-and-middle-income-countries/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/community-level-interventions-for-improving-access-to-food-in-low-and-middle-income-countries/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/community-level-interventions-for-improving-access-to-food-in-low-and-middle-income-countries/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/convalescent-plasma-as-a-possible-treatment-for-covid-19/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/convalescent-plasma-as-a-possible-treatment-for-covid-19/
https://www.gavi.org/
https://www.getty.edu/research/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/updates/other-updates/2020-08-12-country-coordinating-mechanism-evolution-implementation/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/2020-08-10-global-fund-launches-search-for-inspector-general/
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/
https://icvanetwork.org/
https://www.icvanetwork.org/node/8580


   

  

August 19, 2020 - 12:00am 
 
Webinar - Conflict and COVID-19: War and instability during a pandemic  
August 19, 2020 - 7:30am to 9:00am 
 
The future added value of ICVA network in a post COVID-19 world  
September 2, 2020 - 2:00pm to 4:00pm 
Online 
 
 
InterAction  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://www.interaction.org/ 
Crises & Countries in Conflict  
How Stories of Central American Climate Displacement Were Buried Under a Border Crisis 
Elizabeth Courtney  
Aug 13, 2020  
 
Challenges to Civil Society  
From Difficulty Comes Strength 
Luci Meade  
Aug 11, 2020  
 
Crises & Countries in Conflict  
Political Activism Among Cape Town Youth 
Hinal Patel  
Aug 10, 2020  
 
:::::: 
 
3ie  International Initiative for Impact Evaluation [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://www.3ieimpact.org/ 
Publications 
West African countries are embracing better accountability in public policies: opportunities 
and challenges to keep from falling behind  
Learning summary Brief 3ie 2020  
   This brief summarises findings from a scoping study to understand the status of impact evaluations 
in eight countries of the West African Economic and Monetary (WAEMU). 3ie’s WACIE program mapped 
evaluation stakeholders; assessed local capacity to conduct and analyse evaluation evidence; and 
identified evaluation needs of policymakers. 
 
 
CHS Alliance  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://chsalliance.org/ 
Our Impact 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Development Initiatives   [to 15 Aug 2020] 

https://www.icvanetwork.org/node/8604
https://www.icvanetwork.org/node/8586
http://www.interaction.org/
https://www.interaction.org/blog/how-stories-of-central-american-climate-displacement-were-buried-under-a-border-crisis/
https://www.interaction.org/blog/how-stories-of-central-american-climate-displacement-were-buried-under-a-border-crisis/
https://www.interaction.org/blog/from-difficulty-comes-strength/
https://www.interaction.org/blog/from-difficulty-comes-strength/
https://www.interaction.org/blog/political-activism-among-cape-town-youth/
https://www.interaction.org/blog/political-activism-among-cape-town-youth/
https://www.3ieimpact.org/
https://www.3ieimpact.org/evidence-hub/publications/learning-summary/west-african-countries-are-embracing-better
https://www.3ieimpact.org/evidence-hub/publications/learning-summary/west-african-countries-are-embracing-better
http://chsalliance.org/


   

  

http://devinit.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
::::::  
 
Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action 
(ALNAP)     [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://www.alnap.org/ 
News 
10 Aug 2020  
ALNAP releases its 2019-2020 Annual Report 
 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre 
LATEST PRESS RELEASES 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
EHLRA/R2HC/HIF   [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Geneva Centre of Humanitarian Studies [nee CERAH] – [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://humanitarianstudies.ch/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Groupe URD   [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://www.urd.org/en/ 
Publications  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Humanitarian Studies Association  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://ihsa.info/  

Resources 
Weekly Humanitarian blog posts selection 
The risk of focusing all humanitarian attention on Covid-19 
Selection#20 (3rd to 9th of August) 
   This week’s selection speaks of the concerns of practitioners that Covid-19 has cast the attention to 
other ongoing issues, such as malaria, into the shadow. They urge donors and governments to step 
away from the emergency modus that exclusively centred on COVID19, and resume much-needed 
efforts in other domains. 

http://devinit.org/news/
http://www.alnap.org/
https://www.alnap.org/news/alnap-releases-its-2019-2020-annual-report
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/
https://humanitarianstudies.ch/
https://www.urd.org/en/
https://ihsa.info/
https://mailchi.mp/27ef66de1c30/the-risk-of-focusing-all-humanitarian-attention-on-covid-19


   

  

   Other posts also reflect on the opportunities that Covid-19 could bring to other organisations such as 
refugee-led organisations and civic society. 
   Finally, we also include this week a Summer Reading List collated by The Humanitarian and Conflict 
Response Institute that contains their most recommended books, blogs, articles, documentaries, 
podcasts and films. 
 
 
INEE – an international network for education in emergencies   [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://www.ineesite.org/en/news 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP)  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://phap.org/ 
Association news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Sphere  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://spherestandards.org/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Start Network [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs 
News and Blog  
Migration-sensitive or migration-specific? Exploring funding approaches for mixed 
migration 
by  Chris Horwood    Blog Post 
12 Aug 20  
 
Traditions Still Have Traction 
How indigenous knowledge can contribute to food security 
by Rya Ducusin  
09 Aug 20  
 
:::::: 
 
Brookings 
http://www.brookings.edu/ 
Accessed 15 Aug 2020 
Latest Research 
Report  
Development of student and teacher measures of Happiness Curriculum factors 
Esther Care, Vishal Talreja, Sreehari Ravindranath, and Aynur Gul Sahin 
Friday, August 14, 2020  

http://www.ineesite.org/en/news
https://phap.org/
https://spherestandards.org/news/
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs/migration-sensitive-or-migration-specific-exploring-funding-approaches-mixed
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs/migration-sensitive-or-migration-specific-exploring-funding-approaches-mixed
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs/how-indigenous-knowledge-can-contribute-food-security
http://www.brookings.edu/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/development-of-student-and-teacher-measures-of-happiness-curriculum-factors/
https://www.brookings.edu/author/esther-care/
https://www.brookings.edu/author/vishal-talreja/
https://www.brookings.edu/author/sreehari-ravindranath/
https://www.brookings.edu/author/aynur-gul-sahin/


   

  

 
Report  
Sustainable development finance proposals for the global COVID-19 response 
Homi Kharas and Meagan Dooley 
Friday, August 14, 2020  
 
Technology & Innovation  
Policies to broaden participation in the innovation process 
Lisa D. Cook 
Friday, August 14, 2020  
 
Report  
The perils and promise of America’s legacy cities in the pandemic era 
Lavea Brachman 
August 13, 2020  
 
India  
When land comes in the way: India’s connectivity infrastructure in Nepal 
Constantino Xavier and Riya Sinha 
Wednesday, August 12, 2020  
 
 
Center for Global Development    [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center 
Selected Publications, News and Events 
August 13, 2020 
Are Teachers in Africa Poorly Paid? Evidence from 15 Countries  
   Pay levels for public sector workers—and especially teachers—are a constant source of controversy. 
In many countries in Sub-Saharan Africa, protests and strikes suggest that pay is low while simple 
comparisons to average national income per capita suggest that it is high. 
David Evans , Fei Yuan and Deon Filmer  
 
August 10, 2020 
The UK as an Effective Altruist 
   The prime minister’s most influential advisor, Dominic Cummings, is a champion of “effective 
altruism”—the use of evidence and careful reasoning to work out how to maximize the good with a 
given unit of resources. With the UK government in the midst of a major “Integrated Review” of its 
foreign, development, and defence policy—and the recent the formation of a merged Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Office confirming it isn’t afraid of change—now’s a good time to 
consider whether the effective altruism movement can or should find great traction in UK aid 
programmes. 
Euan Ritchie and Ian Mitchell  
 
 
CSIS  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://www.csis.org/ 
Selected Reports 
Report 

https://www.brookings.edu/research/sustainable-development-finance-proposals-for-the-global-covid-19-response/
https://www.brookings.edu/experts/homi-kharas/
https://www.brookings.edu/author/meagan-dooley/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/policies-to-broaden-participation-in-the-innovation-process/
https://www.brookings.edu/author/lisa-d-cook/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/the-perils-and-promise-of-americas-legacy-cities-in-the-pandemic-era/
https://www.brookings.edu/author/lavea-brachman/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/when-land-comes-in-the-way-indias-connectivity-infrastructure-in-nepal/
https://www.brookings.edu/experts/constantino-xavier/
https://www.brookings.edu/author/riya-sinha/
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/are-teachers-africa-poorly-paid-evidence-15-countries
https://www.cgdev.org/expert/david-evans
https://scholar.harvard.edu/feiyuan
https://sites.google.com/site/decrgdeonfilmer/
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/uk-effective-altruist
https://www.cgdev.org/staff/euan-ritchie
http://www.cgdev.org/expert/ian-mitchell
https://www.csis.org/


   

  

Filled to the Brim: The Importance of Flexible and Innovative Storage in Commodities 
Markets 
August 14, 2020 | William Alan Reinsch Pandemic-induced surpluses caused oil’s futures price to 
plummet below zero in April, while the metals market has remained relatively intact. Is flexible storage 
the key to success for some commodities?  
 
Report 
U.S. Competition with China and Russia: The Crisis-Driven Need to Change U.S. Strategy  
August 14, 2020 | Anthony H. Cordesman The United States must refocus its strategy and give gray 
area and hybrid conflicts at least the same amount of priority as it does to higher levels of warfare with 
Russia and China, writes CSIS’s Burke Chair in Strategy.  
 
Report 
Strengthening the CCP’s “Ideological Work” 
August 13, 2020 | Jude Blanchette The following translation of an article by CCP researcher by Huang 
Xianghuai focuses on “ideological work,” or the Party’s efforts to build and maintain a coherence of 
values and beliefs within the Party ranks in order to strengthen organizational integrity.  
 
Report 
Agriculture under Pressure: Implications for Agricultural Development in U.S. Foreign 
Assistance 
August 12, 2020 | Julie Howard, Emmy Simmons Agriculture is under pressure globally. Market failures, 
climate change, conflict, and now Covid-19 all pose serious risks. How can U.S. foreign assistance 
effectively respond to these threats and stresses?  
 
Report 
Burnt by the Digital Sun 
August 12, 2020 | Zhanna Malekos Smith Although there is no single solution for mitigating the adverse 
effects of hostile information campaigns, this CSIS report draws inspiration from Leonardo da Vinci who 
declared “There is nothing hidden under the sun."  
 
Report 
The UK Integrated Security and Defense Review: Opportunity amid Chaos? 
August 11, 2020 | Rachel Ellehuus The United Kingdom’s upcoming Integrated Security and Defense 
Review is an opportunity for the country to reposition itself in a post-Brexit world and to restore a 
sense of coherence to British foreign and security policy.  
 
Report 
Elevating Women Peacebuilders amidst Covid-19 
August 10, 2020 | Erol Yayboke The Covid-19 pandemic is exacerbating pre-existing gender equalities 
for women and girls around the globe, creating a shadow pandemic of gender-based violence, and 
sidelining women from important decisionmaking processes.  
 
 
ODI   [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://www.odi.org/  
Selected Press Releases & Reports 

https://www.csis.org/analysis/filled-brim-importance-flexible-and-innovative-storage-commodities-markets
https://www.csis.org/analysis/filled-brim-importance-flexible-and-innovative-storage-commodities-markets
https://www.csis.org/people/william-alan-reinsch
https://www.csis.org/analysis/us-competition-china-and-russia-crisis-driven-need-change-us-strategy
https://www.csis.org/people/anthony-h-cordesman
https://www.csis.org/analysis/strengthening-ccps-ideological-work
https://www.csis.org/people/jude-blanchette
https://www.csis.org/analysis/agriculture-under-pressure-implications-agricultural-development-us-foreign-assistance
https://www.csis.org/analysis/agriculture-under-pressure-implications-agricultural-development-us-foreign-assistance
https://www.csis.org/people/julie-howard
https://www.csis.org/people/emmy-simmons
https://www.csis.org/analysis/burnt-digital-sun
https://www.csis.org/people/zhanna-malekos-smith
https://www.csis.org/analysis/uk-integrated-security-and-defense-review-opportunity-amid-chaos
https://www.csis.org/people/rachel-ellehuus
https://www.csis.org/analysis/elevating-women-peacebuilders-amidst-covid-19
https://www.csis.org/people/erol-yayboke
https://www.odi.org/media-hub/press-room


   

  

Covid-19's impact on supply chains hits African trade hard, with GDP shrinking for the first 
time in twenty-five years 
Press release | 11 August 2020 
   Boosting trade between African countries will be crucial to offsetting the dire economic impacts of 
Covid-19, says new ODI report. 
 
Refugee and host communities in Ethiopia: 2018–2019 integrated national study 
Research reports and studies | August 2020 | Freddie Carver 
   An overview of findings from a set of regional studies on the policy and operational context of 
reforms to Ethiopia’s refugee operation. 
 
Africa trade and Covid-19: the supply chain dimension 
Working and discussion papers | August 2020 | Karishma Banga, Jodie Keane, Maximiliano Mendez-
Parra, Laetitia Pettinotti and Lily Sommer 
   Investigating the impacts of the pandemic on trade and value chains in Africa. 
 
 
RoRI [Research on Research Institute]  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://researchonresearch.org/ 
We're an open and independent new initiative providing data, analysis and intelligence on how to make 
research systems more strategic, open, diverse and inclusive. 
RoRI News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Urban Institute   [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://www.urban.org/publications 
Publications 
Evaluation of Training and Technical Assistance during the “Complex Homicide” Project  
   This report summarizes the Urban Institute’s evaluation of training and technical assistance (TTA) 
provided by the National Center for Victims of Crime (NCVC) in support of Multidisciplinary Responses 
to Families and Communities in Complex Homicide Cases, a multisite demonstration funded by the 
Office for Victims of Crime (OVC). The Complex Homicide project aimed to enhance multidisciplinary 
responses to  
Susan Nembhard, Jennifer Yahner 
August 14, 2020  
Research Report 
  
Procuring Research and Evaluation Services  
   Introduction Every Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF) Lead Agency can use research and 
evaluation services. Even if your agency has an internal research department, sometimes you may 
need to procure (i.e., contract out) specialized research or evaluation services. You can be more 
successful in getting the research and evaluation services you need if you have some understanding of 
the procurement process in  
Teresa Derrick-Mills, Travis Reginal, Julia B. Isaacs 
August 13, 2020  
Research Report 
  

https://www.odi.org/news/17253-covid-19s-impact-supply-chains-hits-african-trade-hard-gdp-shrinking-first-time-twenty-five-years
https://www.odi.org/news/17253-covid-19s-impact-supply-chains-hits-african-trade-hard-gdp-shrinking-first-time-twenty-five-years
https://www.odi.org/publications/17202-refugee-and-host-communities-ethiopia
https://www.odi.org/publications/17248-africa-trade-and-covid-19-supply-chain-dimension
http://researchonresearch.org/
https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/vacatures/2020/q3/20-331-7547-post-doc-in-science-and-technology
https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/vacatures/2020/q3/20-331-7547-post-doc-in-science-and-technology
https://www.urban.org/publications
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/evaluation-training-and-technical-assistance-during-complex-homicide-project
https://www.urban.org/author/susan-nembhard
https://www.urban.org/author/jennifer-yahner
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/procuring-research-and-evaluation-services
https://www.urban.org/author/teresa-derrick-mills
https://www.urban.org/author/travis-reginal
https://www.urban.org/author/julia-b-isaacs


   

  

 
The Wistar Institute   [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://www.wistar.org/news/press-releases 
Press Releases 
Aug. 10, 2020  
Breast Cancer Cells Use Message-carrying Vesicles to Send Oncogenic Stimuli to 
Neighboring Normal Cells   
Pro-tumorigenic messages reprogram mitochondrial function in normal cells to promote migration and 
invasion. 
 
 
World Economic Forum    [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/ 
Media 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
*                      *                       *                        * 
 
 

:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will primarily monitor press/media releases announcing key initiatives and new research from a 
growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, humanitarian 
response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended to be exhaustive, but 
indicative.  
 
 

Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/ 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Blue Meridian Partners [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/ 
Blue Meridian Partners is a new capital aggregation collaboration that plans to invest at least $1 billion 
in high-performance nonprofits that are poised to have truly national impact for economically 
disadvantaged children and youth.  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Annie E. Casey Foundation   [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/ 
Newsroom 

https://www.wistar.org/news/press-releases
https://wistar.org/news/press-releases/breast-cancer-cells-use-message-carrying-vesicles-send-oncogenic-stimuli
https://wistar.org/news/press-releases/breast-cancer-cells-use-message-carrying-vesicles-send-oncogenic-stimuli
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/
https://alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/


   

  

No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clinton Foundation  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements 
Press Release  
August 11, 2020  
TOMORROW: Chelsea Clinton and Clinton Foundation to host “Combating Vaccine 
Hesitancy: Today’s Fight Against Misinformation Online" 
 
 
Co Impact   [to 15 Aug 2020] 
www.co-impact.io 
Co-Impact is a global philanthropic collaborative for systems change focused on improving the lives of 
millions of people around the world. 
Blogs 
Placing Global South and Women-Led Organizations at the Heart of Systems Change: 
Lessons from Co-Impact’s Round 3 Open Call  
Aug 10, 2020 
 
Six Essential Factors for Systems Change: Lessons from Co-Impact’s Round 3 Selection 
Process  
Aug 09, 2020 
 
 
Ford Foundation  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://www.fordfoundation.org/ 
The Latest 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
J. Paul Getty Trust  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://news.getty.edu/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

Grameen Foundation    [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://grameenfoundation.org/stories/press-releases 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements
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https://www.co-impact.org/six-essential-factors-for-systems-change-lessons-from-co-impacts-round-3-selection-process/
http://www.fordfoundation.org/
http://news.getty.edu/
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press
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William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/  
Latest Updates  
The secret history of disinformation and political warfare: Five questions for Thomas Rid   
Cyber  
By Eli Sugarman  
August 11, 2020  
   Thomas Rid is professor of strategic studies at the School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS) 
at Johns Hopkins University, and a grantee of the Hewlett Foundation’s Cyber Initiative. His new book 
Active Measures: The Secret History of Disinformation and Political Warfare has received glowing 
reviews on both sides of the Atlantic, including from the Washington Post’s David Ignatius, for 
explaining how intelligence agencies attempt to undermine their adversaries through targeted 
deception have evolved over the last century. We spoke to Thomas about his work at SAIS and Active 
Measures. 
 
 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
Press Release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IKEA Foundation    [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/ 
Stories  
How our partners are responding in Beirut  
   Our partners Médecins San Frontières (MSF), the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR), the International 
Rescue Committee (IRC), Save the Children and the Red Cross are among the organisations responding 
to last... 
August 11, 2020  
 
Weaving a sustainable future  
   The clothing industry has been hit hard by COVID-19. Consumer demand for clothing has gone 
down, leading to enormous amounts of overstock and big brands cancelling orders. This has caused... 
August 11, 2020  
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news  
Research    Aug 12 2020  
A New Map Catalogs the Effects of Coronavirus Mutations 
   Scientists have analyzed every possible mutation to one key part of the coronavirus. The data could 
help guide vaccine and drug development and hint at how the virus might spread.  
 
 
Kaiser Family Foundation  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://www.kff.org/search/?post_type=press-release 
August 11, 2020   News Release  

http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/
https://hewlett.org/the-secret-history-of-disinformation-and-political-warfare-five-questions-for-thomas-rid/
https://hewlett.org/the-secret-history-of-disinformation-and-political-warfare-five-questions-for-thomas-rid/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/the-russians-manipulated-our-elections-we-helped/2020/04/23/e44e9e76-5742-11ea-9000-f3cffee23036_story.html
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news
https://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news/250-how-philanthropic-partnerships-can-combat-america-s-opioid-epidemic
https://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news/250-how-philanthropic-partnerships-can-combat-america-s-opioid-epidemic
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/
https://ikeafoundation.org/story/how-our-partners-are-responding-in-beirut/
https://ikeafoundation.org/story/weaving-a-sustainable-future/
https://www.hhmi.org/news
https://www.hhmi.org/news/a-new-map-catalogs-the-effects-of-coronavirus-mutations
https://www.kff.org/search/?post_type=press-release


   

  

New Interactive Database by KFF’s Kaiser Health News and Guardian US Reveals More 
Than 900 Health Care Workers Have Died in the Fight Against COVID-19 in the U.S. 
  A new interactive database from KFF’s Kaiser Health News (KHN) and Guardian US reveals that many 
of the more than 900 U.S. health care workers who have died in the fight against COVID-19 worked in 
facilities with shortages of protective equipment such as gowns, masks, gloves and face shields. People 
of color… 
 
 
Kellogg Foundation  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media 
Selected Announcements 
Equity essentials: child care, healthcare, food & water 
Aug. 12, 2020 
Action and insight as communities and partners respond to the pandemic.  
 
 
Aga Khan Foundation   [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation 
Press Releases 
DTB receives US$ 50 million Covid-19 SME support from IFC  
   Nairobi, Kenya, 12 August 2020 - Diamond Trust Bank Kenya Limited (DTB) has signed an 
agreement for a US$ 50 million loan with International Finance Corporation (IFC), a member of the 
World Bank Group, to support its borrowers who have been affected by the COVID-19 pandemic, 
especially small and medium enterprises (SMEs)… 
 
 
MacArthur Foundation  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://www.macfound.org/ 
Perspectives  
Cycle of Jail and Homelessness 
August 13, 2020  
Grantee Research  
   Criminalizing aspects of homelessness—like loitering, sleeping in public spaces, and asking for help—
perpetuates a cycle of jailing and arrest for people without stable housing, according to an evidence 
brief from the Vera Institute of Justice. Low-level citations for these behaviors contribute to arrest rates 
11 times higher than the general population, and after release from jail, people experiencing 
homelessness face more barriers to housing and employment. The MacArthur-supported report 
includes recommendations to break this cycle of incarceration and homelessness, including 
decriminalization, reforming probation to support people without stable housing, and addressing 
housing and employment restrictions for people who have been involved with the criminal justice. 
 
 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation   [to 15 Aug 2020] 

https://mellon.org/ 
Mellon News, Press Releases 
COVID-19 Response 
CUNY Receives $10 Million to Expand Pandemic and Racial Justice Initiatives 

https://www.kff.org/coronavirus-covid-19/press-release/new-interactive-database-by-kffs-kaiser-health-news-and-guardian-us-reveals-more-than-900-health-care-workers-have-died-in-the-fight-against-covid-19-in-the-u-s/
https://www.kff.org/coronavirus-covid-19/press-release/new-interactive-database-by-kffs-kaiser-health-news-and-guardian-us-reveals-more-than-900-health-care-workers-have-died-in-the-fight-against-covid-19-in-the-u-s/
https://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media
https://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media/article/2020/08/equity-essentials-child-care-healthcare-food-and-water
https://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation
https://www.akdn.org/press-release/dtb-receives-us-50-million-covid-19-sme-support-ifc
http://www.macfound.org/
https://www.macfound.org/press/grantee-publications/cycle-jail-and-homelessness/
https://www.vera.org/publications/no-access-to-justice-homelessness-and-jail
https://www.vera.org/publications/no-access-to-justice-homelessness-and-jail
https://www.vera.org/
https://mellon.org/
https://mellon.org/news-blog/articles/mellon-foundation-gives-cuny-10-million-expand-initiatives-related-pandemic-and-racial-justice/


   

  

   NEW YORK, August 13, 2020 — The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation has awarded a $10 million gift to 
the City University of New York to drive change across 25 campuses and develop and expand a range 
of initiatives related to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic and the intensified effort to advance social and 
racial justice, the Foundation and the University announced today. 
    The grant is the largest gift the Mellon Foundation has made to CUNY in its 45-year history of 
supporting the nation’s leading urban public university… 
 
Mellon News 
Elizabeth Alexander's Fierce Vision of Social Justice 
August 13, 2020 
   The president of the Mellon Foundation is shifting its mission beyond the arts and humanities to 
focus more on social justice—and changing American philanthropy in the process. 
 
 
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://www.moore.org/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Open Society Foundations  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/newsroom 
Press releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://www.packard.org/news/ 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Pew Charitable Trusts  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room 
Press Releases & Statements  
Opinion 
August 10, 2020 
States Ask for Federal Aid to Stay on a Responsible Path 
COVID-19 threatens a decade of progress in increasing savings 
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/  

https://mellon.org/news-blog/articles/elizabeth-alexanders-fierce-vision-social-justice/
https://www.moore.org/
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/newsroom
http://www.packard.org/news/
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room
https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room/opinion/2020/08/10/states-ask-for-federal-aid-to-stay-on-a-responsible-path
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom/news-releases.html


   

  

Latest News and Highlights 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Science Philanthropy Alliance   [to 15 Aug 2020] 
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/ 
“…a group of organizations working together to increase philanthropic support for basic scientific 
research on a global basis…” 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SDG Philanthropy Platform 
http://sdgfunders.org/ 
SDG Philanthropy Platform is a collaboration between philanthropy and the greater international 
development community led by Foundation Center, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
and Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, and supported by the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, Ford 
Foundation and the MasterCard Foundation, the Brach Family Foundation, and other key organizations 
such as Asociación de Fundaciones Empresariales (AFE) in Colombia, Brach Family Charitable 
Foundation, CAF America, Council on Foundations, East Africa Association of Grantmakers (EAAG), 
European Foundation Centre, Filantropi Indonesia (FI), GlobalGiving, The Humanitarian Forum, World 
Congress of Muslim Philanthropists, and Worldwide Initiatives for Grantmaker Support (WINGS). 
Selected Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://sloan.org/about/press  
Press Releases  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 

:::::: 
 
Candid [formerly Foundation Center and GuideStar]  [to 15 Aug 2020 
https://candid.org/about/press-room?fcref=pg 
Press Room 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Council on Foundations  [to 15 Aug 2020] 
https://www.cof.org/newsroom 
Newsroom 
No new digest content identified. 
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*                       *                       *                        * 

 
 

:: Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in human 
rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be exhaustive. We will 
add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon recommendation from 
readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content but note that successful access 
to some of the articles and other content may require subscription or other access arrangement unique 
to the publisher. Please suggest additional journals you feel warrant coverage. 
 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
August 2020 Volume 48, Issue 8, p859-974  
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
August 2020 Volume 59, Issue 2, p149-308  
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
August 2020  110(8) 
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
Volume 103, Issue 2, August 2020  
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/14761645/103/2 
Editorial  
oa African Resources and the Promise of Resilience against COVID-19  
Ronald E. Blanton, Nancy B. Mock, Honelgn N. Hiruy, John S. Schieffelin, Seydou Doumbia, Christian 
Happi, Robert J. Samuels and Richard A. Oberhelman  
Pages: 539–541  
https://doi.org/10.4269/ajtmh.20-0470  
   The COVID-19 pandemic has been slow to arrive in the world’s poorest countries, especially in Africa. 
There are good reasons to believe that the consequences for the continent could be worse than 
anywhere else.1–3 The weaknesses of some governments, healthcare systems, and economies, plus 
armed conflict, are factors that the virus can and will exploit. A recent British Broadcasting Corporation 
article noted that there are 10 African countries that have no ventilators, nine have < 1 per 1 million 
people, and most of the others have too few to serve their populations in an outbreak of U.S. 
proportions.2 African countries need help but are not all helpless. To adequately preview the impact of 
COVID-19 on the continent, however, both weaknesses and strengths must be considered. The Africa 
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of 2020 is not the Africa of 1960 or even 2014. Africa is a continent of 54 countries, with a range of 
climatic, cultural, demographic, and economic conditions that contrast them with more developed 
regions and with each other (Table 1). The country-to-country effects of COVID-19 could be quite 
different, and there are resources that may help produce better than expected outcomes. 
 
oa COVID-19, Quarantines, Sheltering-in-Place, and Human Rights: The Developing Crisis  
John J. Openshaw and Mark A. Travassos  
Pages: 578–580  
https://doi.org/10.4269/ajtmh.20-0528  
 
oa Perspectives on Battling COVID-19 in Countries of Latin America and the Caribbean  
Jon Kim Andrus, Tracy Evans-Gilbert, Jose Ignacio Santos, Maria G. Guzman, Philip J. Rosenthal, 
Cristiana Toscano, Maria Teresa Valenzuela, Marilda Siqueira, Carissa Etienne and Joel G. Breman  
Pages: 593–596  
https://doi.org/10.4269/ajtmh.20-0571  
 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
4 August 2020  Volume 173, Issue 3 
http://annals.org/aim/issue 
Ideas and Opinions 
Caution Warranted: Using the Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation Model for 
Predicting the Course of the COVID-19 Pandemic 
Nicholas P. Jewell, PhD, Joseph A. Lewnard, PhD, and Britta L. Jewell, PhD 
   The IHME model for predicting the course of the COVID-19 pandemic has attracted considerable 
attention, including from the U.S. government. The appearance of certainty of model estimates is 
seductive when the world is desperate to know what lies ahead, but caution is warranted regarding the 
validity and usefulness of model projections for policymakers. 
 
 
Antiquity – A Review of World Archeology 
Issue 376 - August 2020 
https://antiquity.ac.uk/latest 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Artificial Intelligence – An International Journal 
Volume 286   September 2020 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/artificial-intelligence/vol/286/suppl/C 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed 15 Aug 2020) 
[No new digest content identified] 
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BMJ Global Health 
August 2020 - Volume 5 - 8 
https://gh.bmj.com/content/5/8 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 15 Aug 2020) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 15 Aug 2020) 
Gaps in the care cascade for screening and treatment of refugees with tuberculosis 
infection in Middle Tennessee: a retrospective cohort study  
Treatment of tuberculosis infection (TBI) in individuals at high risk for tuberculosis (TB) disease is a 
priority for TB elimination in the US. Newly arrived refugees in Middle Tennessee are screened for TBI, 
...  
Authors: Adoma Manful, Leslie Waller, Ben Katz, Jason Cummins, Jon Warkentin, Billy Reagon, Joanna 
Shaw-Kaikai, Yuwei Zhu and Yuri F. van der Heijden 
Citation: BMC Infectious Diseases 2020 20:592  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 10 August 2020 
 
 
BMC Medical Ethics  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 
(Accessed 15 Aug 2020)  
Public trust and global biobank networks  
Biobanks provide an important foundation for genomic and personalised medicine. In order to enhance 
their scientific power and scope, they are increasingly becoming part of national or international 
networks. Public trust is essential in fostering public engagement, encouraging donation to, and 
facilitating public funding for biobanks. Globalisation and networking of biobanking may challenge this 
trust…We conclude that robust ethical oversight and governance standards can both promote trust in 
global biobanking and ensure that this trust is warranted. 
 
Authors: Lisa Dive, Christine Critchley, Margaret Otlowski, Paul Mason, Miriam Wiersma, Edwina Light, 
Cameron Stewart, Ian Kerridge and Wendy Lipworth 
Content type: Research article 
15 August 2020 
 
 
BMC Medicine 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content 
(Accessed 15 Aug 2020)  
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Hepatitis C in the criminal justice system: opportunities for global action in the era of viral 
hepatitis elimination  
Globally, HCV disproportionately affects individuals who intersect with the criminal justice system. Of 
the estimated 10.2 million people incarcerated worldwide on any given day, approximately 15%, or 1.5 
million, are living with HCV [2]. Despite the dramatic epidemiologic disparity between corrections and 
the community, HCV is overwhelmingly transmitted outside correctional settings. HCV is far more 
common among marginalized populations such as people who use drugs, the homeless, and mentally 
ill. These groups are overrepresented in correctional settings due to policies related to the 
criminalization of drug use and crimes of poverty. High HCV rates coupled with a point of contact with 
these marginalized populations make correctional settings critically important to provide all phases of 
the HCV care cascade (screening, linkage to care, treatment, and prevention). 
Authors: Matthew J. Akiyama 
Citation: BMC Medicine 2020 18:208  
Content type: Commentary 
Published on: 14 August 2020 
 
Indirect implications of COVID-19 prevention strategies on non-communicable diseases  
After its outbreak in China, the novel COronaVIrus Disease 19 is spreading across the globe. It is an 
emergency the world has never seen before.  
Authors: Pietro A. Modesti, Jiguang Wang, Albertino Damasceno, Charles Agyemang, Luc Van Bortel, 
Alexandre Persu, Dong Zhao, Faical Jarraya, Ilaria Marzotti, Mohamed Bamoshmoosh, Gianfranco Parati 
and Aletta E. Schutte 
Citation: BMC Medicine 2020 18:256  
Content type: Opinion 
Published on: 14 August 2020 
 
 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content 
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   Most of the articles in this Special Issue are short, Opinion articles. There are however two research 
papers, and the Special Issue starts with a large Opinion-Overview prepared by the Editorial Board of 
Food Security. 
   Contributions from many institutions have reached us to form this special issue: 
:: from numerous Universities from the global North and South (Pennsylvania State University, 
University of Pretoria, Leibniz University in Hannover, McGill University, Montana State University, 
Nanjing Agricultural University, Nanyang Technological University Singapore, National University of 
Singapore, Sheffield Hallam University, Zhejiang University, Lappeenranta University of Technology, 
University of Sydney, and Wageningen University; 
:: from many Institutes (CIAT, CIMMYT, CIP, GIGA-Germany, ICRISAT, IDS, IFPRI, INRAE, and the 
World Vegetable Center), and, beyond the academia, 
:: from International Organisations (WHO); 
:: NGOs and Foundations: the M S Swaminathan Research Foundation, Chennai, India; Oxfam; and 
Seed System. 
   These contributions may be broadly distributed in four groups: the impacts of the ongoing pandemic 
on food security, the resilience mechanisms to such crises, the development of resilient food systems, 
and the policies to be considered. 
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PUBLISHED 05 Aug 2020  
Abstract  
   Background: With the growing ubiquity of smartphones and wearable devices, there is an increased 
potential of collecting passive sensing data in mobile health. Passive data such as physical activity, 
Global Positioning System (GPS), interpersonal proximity, and audio recordings can provide valuable 
insight into the lives of individuals. In mental health, these insights can illuminate behavioral patterns, 
creating exciting opportunities for mental health service providers and their clients to support pattern 
recognition and problem identification outside of formal sessions. In the Sensing Technologies for 
Maternal Depression Treatment in Low Resource Settings (StandStrong) project, our aim was to build 
an mHealth application to facilitate the delivery of psychological treatments by lay counselors caring for 
adolescent mothers with depression in Nepal. 
   Methods: This paper describes the development of the StandStrong platform comprising the 
StandStrong Counselor application, and a cloud-based processing system, which can incorporate any 
tool that generates passive sensing data. We developed the StandStrong Counselor application that 
visualized passively collected GPS, proximity, and activity data. In the app, GPS data displays as heat 
maps, proximity data as charts showing the mother and child together or apart, and mothers’ activities 
as activity charts. Lay counselors can use the StandStrong application during counseling sessions to 
discuss mothers’ behavioral patterns and clinical progress over the course of a five-week counseling 
intervention. Awards based on collected data also can be automatically generated and sent to mothers. 
Additionally, messages can be sent from counselors to mother’s personal phones through the 
StandStrong platform. 
Discussion: The StandStrong platform has the potential to improve the quality and effectiveness of 
psychological services delivered by non-specialists in diverse global settings.  
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This edition of Humanitarian Exchange, co-edited with Anne Harmer, focuses on the response to the 
Ebola outbreak in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). Although at the time of publication the 
outbreak appeared to have ended, over its course it claimed 2,200 lives, with more than 3,300 
infected, making this the world’s second largest outbreak ever. 
 
In the lead article, Natalie Roberts reflects on the extent to which humanitarian actors have applied 
learning from the outbreak in West Africa in 2014–2016. Richard Kojan and colleagues report on the 
NGO ALIMA’s flexible, patient-centred approach to reducing mortality, Marcela Ascuntar reflects on 
lessons learned from community feedback and Bernard Balibuno, Emanuel Mbuna Badjonga and 
Howard Mollett highlight the crucial role faith-based organisations have played in the response. In their 
article, Theresa Jones, Noé Kasali and Olivia Tulloch outline the work of the Bethesda counselling 
centre in Beni, which provides support to grieving families. Reflecting on findings from a recent 
assessment by Translators without Borders, Ellie Kemp describes the challenges involved in providing 
clear and accessible information on Ebola and the response, and Sung Joon Park and colleagues 
explain how humane care and treatment can help increase trust and confidence in the response. 
Stephen Mugamba and his co-authors highlight the importance of community involvement in Ebola 
research, and Gillian McKay and her co-authors examine the impact of the Ebola outbreak and 
response on sexual and reproductive health services. 
 
Stacey Mearns, Kiryn Lanning and Michelle Gayer present an Ebola Readiness Roadmap to support 
NGOs in preparing for an outbreak, while Edward Kumakech, Maurice Sadlier, Aidan Sinnott and Dan 
Irvine report on a Gap Analysis tool looking at the communication, community engagement and 
compliance tracking activities that need to be in place before an Ebola vaccine is deployed. Emanuele 
Bruni and colleagues describe the development of a new monitoring and evaluation framework for 
strategic response planning. The edition ends with an article by Adelicia Fairbanks, who argues for an 
acceptance strategy in the DRC to improve security and access for responding agencies. 
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Darren Walker, JD  
free access has active quiz has multimedia has audio  
JAMA. 2020;324(6):541-542. doi:10.1001/jama.2020.12904  
   In this Viewpoint the president of the Ford Foundation calls on philanthropic and other wealthy 
organizations to make creative and generous grants to less well-endowed counterpart institutions and 
communities to redress the racial and socioeconomic disparities exposed by the COVID-19 pandemic 
and continued killings of Black Americans. 
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JAMA. 2020;324(6):543-545. doi:10.1001/jama.2020.13042  
   This Viewpoint proposes principles and processes to allow pooling of individual patient data from 
clinical trials given decelerating participant recruitment at sites where the COVID-19 surge has been 
controlled and new cases are diminishing. 
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    This Viewpoint discusses the role of the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices, a federal 
advisory committee that makes vaccine-related recommendations to the CDC and DHHS, in guiding the 
development and deployment of COVID-19 vaccines. 
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   This Viewpoint describes the unique challenges faced by Lebanon, a small densely populated country 
with a fragmented health care system, in its response to the emerging COVID-19 pandemic, and it 
summarizes organizational, testing, and communications policies the nation has implemented that 
might be useful to other resource-limited countries and settings. 
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   This Viewpoint discusses evidence supporting use of conversational agents in health care—artificial 
intelligence (AI) programs that interpret users’ questions or concerns and respond with answers—and 
proposes 12 domains (eg, safety, transparency, security) that clinicians and health care organizations 
should evaluate before using them for patient care. 
Invited Commentary 
Evaluating Artificial Intelligence Applications in Clinical Settings  
Elaine O. Nsoesie, PhD  
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Background 
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allocated budget and estimated completion date of the study and may result in an underpowered 
research that will not adequately answer the original research question. 
Aim 
We aim to perform a Study Within A Trial (SWAT) to evaluate the impact of same‐day consent or 
delayed consent on recruitment and retention in the host trial. 
Methods 
This SWAT is designed as an observational study. However, the host trial is a randomized controlled 
trial evaluating the effectiveness of an intensive lifestyle modification program in patients with 
peripheral arterial disease. For this trial and SWAT, same‐day consent is defined as the patient giving 
consent on the same day, after the investigator has fully explained the predesigned information leaflet 
for the host trial. Delayed consent is defined as the patient feeling they still need further time to 
consider their decision to participate or not. 
Swat registration 
The SWAT was registered on the Northern Ireland Network for Trials Methodology Research. 
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11 August 2020 
Abstract 
Background 
Universal access to high quality essential medicines is critical to sustainable development (SDG 3.8). 
However low- and middle-income countries struggle to ensure access to all medicines on their national 
essential medicines lists (EML). Market registration is the first step in determining both access and 
availability yet the extent to which essential medicines are registered for use at country level is not 
known. Companies apply for a marketing authorisation, however low price or lack of a market is a 
disincentive. Local production has been promoted to ensure availability of essential medicines 
but research in this area is also limited. 
Methods 
The study took place between 2011 and 2015. We systematically examined the registration status of 
medicines and vaccines listed in the Ugandan 2012 EML and conducted 20 interviews with regulators, 
ministry of health representatives, donors, and pharmaceutical producers and analysed quality 
assurance issues affecting registration, procurement, and local production of medicines in Uganda. In 
2017 we conducted a further three interviews to clarify issues around non-registration of essential 
medicines highlighted by our analysis. 
Results 
Of the 566 essential medicines and vaccines nearly half (49%; 275/566) had no registered product in 
2012. Of the 3130 registered products, just over a quarter (28%; 880/3130) were listed on the EML. 
Six local producers had registered 138 products of which 40 corresponded to 32 unique essential 
medicines. Interviews highlighted alternative routes to availability other than registration. Local 
producers faced considerable barriers to achieving international quality standards required for 
international procurement of medicines for the domestic market. 
Conclusions 
Monitoring and audit of the registration of essential and non-essential medicines should be a priority 
nationally and, regionally through harmonisation of registration requirements in the East African 
Community. National and regional manufacturing plans should consider local production of 
unregistered essential medicines. 
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Comparing catch-up vaccination programs based on analysis of 2012–13 rubella outbreak 
in Kawasaki City, Japan  
Chiyori T. Urabe, Gouhei Tanaka, Takahiro Oshima, Aya Maruyama, Takako Misaki, Nobuhiko Okabe, 
Kazuyuki Aihara  
Research Article | published 14 Aug 2020 PLOS ONE  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0237312  
 
Vaccination discourses among chiropractors, naturopaths and homeopaths: A qualitative 
content analysis of academic literature and Canadian organizational webpages  
Eric Filice, Eve Dubé, Janice E. Graham, Noni E. MacDonald, Julie A. Bettinger, Devon Greyson, 
Shannon MacDonald, S. Michelle Driedger, Greg Kawchuk, Samantha B. Meyer  
Research Article | published 12 Aug 2020 PLOS ONE  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0236691  
 
Modelling hepatitis B virus infection and impact of timely birth dose vaccine: A comparison 
of two simulation models  
Margaret J. de Villiers, Ivane Gamkrelidze, Timothy B. Hallett, Shevanthi Nayagam, Homie Razavi, 
Devin Razavi-Shearer  
Research Article | published 10 Aug 2020 PLOS ONE  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0237525  
 
 
PNAS - Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States  
of America 
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/ 
Collective property rights reduce deforestation in the Brazilian Amazon  
Kathryn Baragwanath and Ella Bayi 
PNAS first published August 11, 2020. https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1917874117  
Significance 
Deforestation in the Amazon has reached record highs in 2019 and poses a serious threat to climate 
change. In Brazil, about 2 million hectares of indigenous land are still awaiting homologation, and thus 
do not have their full property rights. We find that granting property rights significantly reduces the 
levels of deforestation inside indigenous territories, and the results are of significant orders of 
magnitude. Our local effects indicate that areas of land right inside a territory with full property rights 
experience significantly less deforestation than those right outside of the border. Collective property 
rights might thus provide an effective way to reduce deforestation in the Brazilian Amazon. 
Abstract 
In this paper, we draw on common-pool resource theory to argue that indigenous territories, when 
granted full property rights, will be effective at curbing deforestation. Using satellite data, we test the 
effect of property rights on deforestation between 1982 and 2016. In order to identify causal effects, 
we combine a regression discontinuity design with the orthogonal timing of homologation. We find that 
observations inside territories with full property rights show a significant decrease in deforestation, 
while the effect does not exist in territories without full property rights. While these are local average 
treatment effects, our results suggest that not only do indigenous territories serve a human-rights role, 
but they are a cost-effective way for governments to preserve their forested areas. First, obtaining full 
property rights is crucial to recognize indigenous peoples’ original right to land and protect their 
territories from illegal deforestation. Second, when implemented, indigenous property rights reduce 
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deforestation inside indigenous territories in the Amazon rainforest, and could provide an important 
positive externality for Brazil and the rest of the world in terms of climate change mitigation. 
 
 
Prehospital & Disaster Medicine 
Volume 35 - Issue 4 - August 2020  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/prehospital-and-disaster-medicine/latest-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Preventive Medicine 
Volume 137  August 2020 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/preventive-medicine/vol/137/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Proceedings of the Royal Society B 
12 August 2020  Volume 287  Issue 1932 
https://royalsocietypublishing.org/toc/rspb/current 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Public Health   
Volume 184, Pages 1-112 (July 2020) 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/public-health/vol/184/suppl/C 
Gambling: An emerging public health challenge 
Edited by Sian Griffiths, Heather Wardle, Gerda Reith 
Editorial  Full text access 
Pandemics and epidemics: public health and gambling harms 
S. Griffiths, G. Reith, H. Wardle, P. Mackie 
 
 
Public Health Ethics  
IN PROGRESS  
Volume 13, Issue 1, April 2020 
http://phe.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Public Health Reports 
Volume 135 Issue 4, July/August 2020  
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/phrg/135/4 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Qualitative Health Research  
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Special Issue: International Health 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Refugee Survey Quarterly 
Volume 39, Issue 2, June 2020 
http://rsq.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Research Ethics 
Volume 16 Issue 1-2, January-April 2020  
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/reab/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Reproductive Health 
http://www.reproductive-health-journal.com/content 
[Accessed 15 Aug 2020]  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Revista Panamericana de Salud Pública/Pan American Journal of Public Health 
(RPSP/PAJPH)  
https://www.paho.org/journal/en 
Latest articles  
14 Aug 2020 
Use of point-of-care technologies for the management of the COVID-19 pandemic in 
Colombia 
Special report | Spanish |  
 
14 Aug 2020 
A COVID-19 opportunity: Applying a systems approach to food security and 
noncommunicable diseases 
Letter | English |  
 
 
Risk Analysis     
Volume 40, Issue 7  Pages: 1321-1506  July 2020 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/15396924/current 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Risk Management and Healthcare Policy 
https://www.dovepress.com/risk-management-and-healthcare-policy-archive56 
[Accessed 15 Aug 2020] 
[No new digest content identified] 
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Science  
14 August 2020  Vol 369, Issue 6505 
http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl 
Editorial 
Vaccine nationalism's politics 
By David P. Fidler 
Science14 Aug 2020  
[See Milestones above for detail] 
 
In Depth 
Antibodies may curb pandemic before vaccines 
By Jon Cohen 
Science14 Aug 2020 : 752-753 Full Access 
   Now in efficacy trials, monoclonal antibodies promise to both prevent and treat disease. 
 
 
Science Translational Medicine  
12 August 2020   Vol 12, Issue 556 
https://stm.sciencemag.org/ 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Social Science & Medicine 
Volume 258  August 2020 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/social-science-and-medicine/vol/258/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Stability: International Journal of Security & Development  
http://www.stabilityjournal.org/articles 
[Accessed 15 Aug 2020]  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Stanford Social Innovation Review 
Summer 2020   Volume 18, Number 3  
https://ssir.org/issue/summer_2020# 
   Read about how organizational culture can advance social good, how researchers convinced the 
Indian government to adopt same-language subtitling for mass literacy, how corporate foundations can 
align with their companies, how artificial intelligence can apply causal models to become more 
effective, and other topics in the Summer 2020 issue of Stanford Social Innovation Review. 
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Indigenous perspectives on wellness and health in Canada: study protocol for a scoping 
review  
Indigenous communities are often portrayed from a deficit-based lens; however, Indigenous 
communities have self-determined perspectives of health and well-being that are strength based. The 
objective of this s...  
Authors: K. Thiessen, M. Haworth-Brockman, R. Stout, P. Moffitt, J. Gelowitz, J. Schneider and L. 
Demczuk 
Citation: Systematic Reviews 2020 9:177  
Content type: Protocol 
Published on: 11 August 2020 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
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Volume 21 Issue 3, July 2020 
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/tvaa/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Travel Medicine and Infectious Diseases 
Volume 35   May–June 2020 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/travel-medicine-and-infectious-disease/vol/35/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Tropical Medicine & International Health 
Volume 25, Issue 8  Pages: i-iv, 905-1042  August 2020 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13653156/current 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
UN Chronicle 
Vol. LV Nos. 3 & 4 2018  December 2018  
https://unchronicle.un.org/ 
Article 
In an Era When Doing Nothing Is Risky, Humanity Must Be Prepared 
Seventy-fifth Anniversary of the Atomic Bombing of Hiroshima - 6 August 2020 
Yoshiro Tanaka 
 
 
Vulnerable Children and Youth Studies  
An International Interdisciplinary Journal for Research, Policy and Care  
Volume 15, Issue 2, 2020 
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http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rvch20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
World Heritage Review  
n°94 - January 2020 
http://whc.unesco.org/en/review/94/ 
Current Issue 
New World Heritage sites 2019 
   The 1972 World Heritage Convention is truly unique. It is the only legal instrument conceived to 
protect both cultural and natural heritage, based on the principle of Outstanding Universal Value (OUV) 
– the value of a site that is irreplaceable and must be protected for the future. 
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