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:: Week in Review  
A highly selective capture of strategic developments, research, commentary, analysis and 
announcements spanning Human Rights Action, Humanitarian Response, Health, Education, Holistic 
Development, Heritage Stewardship, Sustainable Resilience. Achieving a balance across these broad 
themes is a challenge and we appreciate your observations and ideas in this regard. This is not 
intended to be a "news and events" digest. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Heritage Stewardship 
 
Hagia Sophia: World Council of Churches appeals to Turkey on mosque decision 
BBC News   11 July 2020 
   The World Council of Churches has called on Turkey's President Recep Tayyip Erdogan to reverse his 
decision to turn the celebrated Hagia Sophia museum back into a mosque.  
   In a letter to Mr Erdogan, the Council, which counts 350 churches as members, said the move would 
sow division.  
   The Unesco World Heritage site in Istanbul has been a museum since 1934. 
   The president announced his decision on Friday following a court ruling which annulled its museum 
status.  
   The Hagia Sophia was built 1,500 years ago as an Orthodox Christian cathedral, but was converted 
into a mosque after the Ottoman conquest in 1453… 
 
 
UNESCO statement on Hagia Sophia, Istanbul 
Hagia Sophia: UNESCO deeply regrets the decision of the Turkish authorities, made 
without prior discussion, and calls for the universal value of World Heritage to be 
preserved  
Paris, Friday 10 July – The Director-General of UNESCO deeply regrets the decision of the Turkish 
authorities, made without prior discussion, to change the status of Hagia Sophia. This evening, she 
shared her serious concerns with the Ambassador of Turkey to UNESCO. 
 
Hagia Sophia is part of the Historic Areas of Istanbul, a property inscribed on UNESCO’s 
World Heritage List. “Hagia Sophia is an architectural masterpiece and a unique testimony 
to interactions between Europe and Asia over the centuries. Its status as a museum 
reflects the universal nature of its heritage, and makes it a powerful symbol for dialogue,” 
said Director-General Audrey Azoulay. 
 
This decision announced today raises the issue of the impact of this change of status on the property’s 
universal value. States have an obligation to ensure that modifications do not affect the 
Outstanding Universal Value of inscribed sites on their territories. UNESCO must be given 
prior notice of any such modifications, which, if necessary, are then examined by the World Heritage 
Committee. 
 
UNESCO also recalls that the effective, inclusive and equitable participation of communities and other 
stakeholders concerned by the property is necessary to preserve this heritage and highlight its 
uniqueness and significance. The purpose of this requirement is to protect and transmit the 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-53375739
https://www.oikoumene.org/en/press-centre/news/wcc-letter-to-president-erdogan-to-keep-hagia-sophia-as-the-shared-heritage-of-humanity
https://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-statement-hagia-sophia-istanbul


   

  

Outstanding Universal Value of heritage, and it is inherent to the spirit of the World Heritage 
Convention. 
 
These concerns were shared with the Republic of Turkey in several letters, and again yesterday 
evening with the representative of the Turkish Delegation to UNESCO. It is regrettable that the Turkish 
decision was made without any form of dialogue or prior notice. UNESCO calls upon the Turkish 
authorities to initiate dialogue without delay, in order to prevent any detrimental effect on 
the universal value of this exceptional heritage, the state of conservation of which will be 
examined by the World Heritage Committee at its next session. 
 
“It is important to avoid any implementing measure, without prior discussion with UNESCO, that would 
affect physical access to the site, the structure of the buildings, the site’s moveable property, or the 
site’s management,” stressed Ernesto Ottone, UNESCO’s Assistant Director-General for Culture. Such 

measures could constitute breaches of the rules derived from the 1972 World Heritage Convention. 

 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
COVID-19 – Falsified Medicines 
 
Increased trafficking in falsified medical products due to COVID-19, says UNODC research 
Vienna (Austria), 8 July - The sudden increase in demand for medical products to address the COVID-
19 pandemic has led to an expansion in the trafficking of substandard and falsified products, according 
to research published today by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC). 
 
The virus has further highlighted the shortcomings in regulatory and legal frameworks aimed at 
preventing the manufacture and trafficking of such products, the “COVID-19-related Trafficking of 
Medical Products as a Threat to Public Health” research brief points out. 
 
“Health and lives are at risk with criminals exploiting the COVID-19 crisis to cash in on public anxiety 
and increased demand for PPE and medications,” said UNODC Executive Director Ghada Waly.  
 
“Transnational organized crime groups take advantage of gaps in national regulation and oversight to 
peddle substandard and falsified medical products. We need to help countries increase cooperation to 
close gaps, build law enforcement and criminal justice capacity, and drive public awareness to keep 
people safe.”   
 
Organized criminal groups have exploited uncertainties surrounding the virus by filling the gap in the 
demand for medical products that are in short supply with sub-standard and falsified products. The 
falsification of medical products bears significant risks for public health as products may not properly 
treat the disease and may facilitate the development of drug resistance. 
 
Criminal groups have also quickly adjusted to the opportunities arising from the COVID-19 pandemic to 
exploit the vulnerabilities and gaps in the health and criminal justice systems. Evidence shows that illicit 
events, such as fraud, scams and seizures, involving the manufacture and trafficking of substandard 
and falsified medical products, have followed the spread of the virus… 
 
:::::: 

http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/releases/2020/July/increased-trafficking-in-falsified-medical-products-due-to-covid-19--says-unodc-research.html
http://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/covid/COVID-19_research_brief_trafficking_medical_products.pdf
http://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/covid/COVID-19_research_brief_trafficking_medical_products.pdf


   

  

:::::: 
 
COVID-19 – Expression; Right to Information 
 
COVID-19 pandemic exposes repression of free expression and right to information 
worldwide, UN expert says 
GENEVA (10 July 2020) – Governments around the world must take action to protect and promote 
freedom of expression during the COVID-19 pandemic, which many States have exploited to crack 
down on journalism and silence criticism, a UN expert said today.  
 
Presenting his latest report on freedom of expression and disease pandemics to the Human Rights 
Council, the UN Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Expression, David Kaye, raised serious concern over 
new measures restricting and punishing the free flow of information. 
 
"People have died because governments have lied, hidden information, detained reporters, failed to 
level with people about the nature of the threat, and criminalised individuals under the guise of 
'spreading false information'," the Special Rapporteur said. "People have suffered because some 
governments would rather protect themselves from criticism than allow people to share information, 
learn about the outbreak, know what officials are or are not doing to protect them. 
 
"In the past three months, numerous governments have used the COVID-pandemic to 
repress expression in violation of their obligations under human rights law," Kaye said. 
"Since the earliest days of the pandemic, I have raised concerns about repression of 
expression that has a direct impact on public health information, including Belarus, 
Cambodia, China, Iran, Egypt, India, Myanmar, and Turkey." 
 
The Special Rapporteur urged governments to address five challenges in particular:  
:: Reinforce access to information and share as much as possible about the course of the disease 
and the tools people should use to protect themselves and their communities.  
 
:: End the practice of internet shutdowns and other limitations on access to the internet. 
 
:: Refrain from all attacks on the media and release all journalists detained, whether during or 
before the pandemic, especially given the health risks they face. 
 
:: Do not treat the so-called infodemic as a problem that criminalisation will solve. Penalties 
limit the willingness of people to share valuable information and they are often subject to abuse. 
Government should work with social media companies, where much disinformation takes place, to 
ensure that they are transparent enough for governments to take meaningful steps to promote and 
protect public health. 
 
:: Ensure that any public health surveillance measures are consistent with fundamental 
legal standards of necessity and proportionality and are transparent, non-discriminatory, 
limited in duration and scope, subject to oversight, and never be used to criminalise 
individuals. 
 

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26075&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26075&LangID=E
https://undocs.org/A/HRC/44/49


   

  

"I am further concerned about efforts to repress disinformation using tools of criminal law, which are 
likely to hamper the free flow of information, such as in Brazil and Malaysia," the Special Rapporteur 
said. 
 
The pandemic has underscored how the freedom of expression reinforces public health initiatives. 
Governments must ensure that their laws, policies and practices meet their obligations in order to 
promote human rights and public health, the Special Rapporteur said. 
 
Mr. David Kaye, Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion 
and expression 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Health – Zoonotic Diseases 
 
Preventing the Next Pandemic: Zoonotic diseases and how to break the chain of 
transmission 
Report - United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the International Livestock Research 
Institute (ILRI). 
2020   PDF: 
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/32316/ZP.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y 
Key Messages 
This evidence-based scientific assessment has identified the following key messages for decision-
makers: 
1. DE-RISKING FOOD SYSTEMS 
Many new science-based policy reports continue to focus on the global public health emergency caused 
by the COVID-19 pandemic, following the fast spread of the infectious SARS-CoV-2 virus of zoonotic 
origin. We need more evidence-based scientific assessments, such as this one, to examine the 
environmental and zoonotic context of the current pandemic, as well as the risk of future zoonotic 
disease outbreaks. 
2. URGENCY 
Diseases are emerging more frequently from animals. Rapid action is necessary to fill the science gap 
and fast-track the development of knowledge and tools to help national governments, businesses, the 
health sector, local communities and other stakeholders – especially those with limited resources – to 
reduce the risk of future pandemics. 
3. REPORT AUDIENCE 
To help fill this gap, a scientific assessment was conducted to explore the role of wild and domesticated 
animals in emerging zoonotic infectious diseases. This rapid assessment is designed for decision-
makers in government, business and civil society at all levels and in all regions. 
4. SCOPE OF THE PROBLEM 
About 60 per cent of human infections are estimated to have an animal origin. Of all new and emerging 
human infectious diseases, some 75 per cent “jump species” from other animals to people. Most 
described zoonoses happen indirectly, e.g. via the food system. 
5. OUTBREAK FREQUENCY AND PREDICTABILITY 
The frequency of pathogenic microorganisms jumping from other animals to people is increasing due to 
unsustainable human activities. Pandemics such as the COVID-19 outbreak are a predictable and 

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/issues/freedomopinion/pages/opinionindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/issues/freedomopinion/pages/opinionindex.aspx
https://www.unenvironment.org/resources/report/preventing-future-zoonotic-disease-outbreaks-protecting-environment-animals-and
https://www.unenvironment.org/resources/report/preventing-future-zoonotic-disease-outbreaks-protecting-environment-animals-and
https://www.unenvironment.org/
https://www.ilri.org/
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/32316/ZP.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y


   

  

predicted outcome of how people source and grow food, trade and consume animals, and alter 
environments. 
6. CONNECTIVITY AND COMPLEXITY 
The links among the wider environment, biodiversity and emerging infectious diseases are complex. 
While wildlife are the most common source of emerging human disease, domesticated animals may be 
original sources, transmission pathways, or amplifiers of zoonotic disease. Such linkages – as well as 
the interconnectedness with issues such as air and water quality, food security and nutrition, and 
mental and physical health – should inform policies that address the challenges posed by current and 
future emerging infectious diseases, including zoonoses. 
7. DISEASE DRIVERS 
Seven human-mediated factors are most likely driving the emergence of zoonotic diseases: 1) 
increasing human demand for animal protein; 2) unsustainable agricultural intensification; 3) increased 
use and exploitation of wildlife; 4) unsustainable utilization of natural resources accelerated by  
urbanization, land use change and extractive industries; 5) increased travel and transportation; 6) 
changes in food supply; and 7) climate change. 
8. IMPACT AND COST 
Emerging zoonotic diseases threaten human and animal health, economic development and the 
environment. The greatest burden of zoonotic disease is borne by poor people, but emerging infectious 
diseases impact everyone, with monetary losses of emerging infectious disease much greater in high-
income countries. Given that a single zoonotic outbreak can incur trillions of US dollars in costs across 
the globe, prevention is significantly more cost-effective than response. 
9. POLICY OPTIONS 
This assessment recommends ten policy response options to reduce the risk of future zoonotic 
pandemics and to ‘build back better’: (i) raise awareness of health and environment risks and 
prevention; (ii) improve health governance, including by engaging environmental stakeholders; (iii) 
expand scientific inquiry into the environmental dimensions of zoonotic diseases; (iv) ensure full-cost 
financial accounting of the societal impacts of disease; (v) enhance monitoring and regulation of food 
systems using risk-based approaches; (vi) phase out unsustainable agricultural practices; (vii) develop 
and implement stronger biosecurity measures; (viii) strengthen animal health (including wildlife health 
services); (ix) build capacity among health stakeholders to incorporate environmental dimensions of 
health; and (x) mainstream and implement One Health approaches. These policy options are discussed 
in detail in Section Five of this report. 
10. ONE HEALTH 
This report confirms and builds on the conclusions of the FAO-OIE-WHO Tripartite Alliance and many 
other expert groups that a One Health approach is the optimal method for preventing as well as 
responding to zoonotic disease outbreaks and pandemics. Adopting a One Health approach, which 
unites medical, veterinary and environmental expertise, will help governments, businesses and civil 
society achieve enduring health for people, animals and environments alike. 
 
Press release  
Unite human, animal and environmental health to prevent the next pandemic – UN Report 
   :: COVID-19 is just one example of the rising trend of diseases – from Ebola to MERS to West Nile 
and Rift Valley fevers – caused by viruses that have jumped from animal hosts into the human 
population. 
   :: A new assessment offers ten recommendations, and identifies One Health as the optimal way to 
prevent and respond to future pandemics. 
   :: The rising trend in zoonotic diseases is driven by the degradation of our natural environment – 
through land degradation, wildlife exploitation, resource extraction, climate change, and other stresses. 

https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/press-release/unite-human-animal-and-environmental-health-prevent-next-pandemic-un


   

  

Nairobi, 6 July 2020 – As the COVID-19 pandemic continues to take lives and disrupt economies across 
the world, a new report warns that further outbreaks will emerge unless governments take active 
measures to prevent other zoonotic diseases from crossing into the human population, and sets out ten 
recommendations to prevent future pandemics. 
 
The report, Preventing the Next Pandemic: Zoonotic diseases and how to break the chain of 
transmission, is a joint effort by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the 
International Livestock Research Institute (ILRI). 
 
It identifies seven trends driving the increasing emergence of zoonotic diseases, including increased 
demand for animal protein; a rise in intense and unsustainable farming; the increased use and 
exploitation of wildlife; and the climate crisis. The report finds that Africa in particular, which has 
experienced and responded to a number of zoonotic epidemics including most recently, to Ebola 
outbreaks, could be a source of important solutions to quell future outbreaks. 
 
“The science is clear that if we keep exploiting wildlife and destroying our ecosystems, then we can 
expect to see a steady stream of these diseases jumping from animals to humans in the years ahead,” 
said UNEP Executive Director Inger Andersen. “Pandemics are devastating to our lives and our 
economies, and as we have seen over the past months, it is the poorest and the most vulnerable who 
suffer the most. To prevent future outbreaks, we must become much more deliberate about protecting 
our natural environment.” 
 
A “zoonotic disease” or “zoonosis” is a disease that has passed into the human population from an 
animal source. COVID-19, which has already caused more than half a million deaths around the world, 
most likely originated in bats. But COVID-19 is only the latest in a growing number of diseases – 
including Ebola, MERS, West Nile fever and Rift Valley fever – whose spread from animal hosts into 
human populations has been intensified by anthropogenic pressures. 
 
Every year, some two million people, mostly in low- and middle-income countries, die from neglected 
zoonotic diseases. The same outbreaks can cause severe illness, deaths, and productivity losses among 
livestock populations in the developing world, a major problem that keeps hundreds of millions of 
small-scale farmers in severe poverty. In the last two decades alone, zoonotic diseases have caused 
economic losses of more than $100 billion, not including the cost of the COVID-19 pandemic, which is 
expected to reach $9 trillion over the next few years… 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
EMERGENCIES 
 
Coronavirus [COVID-19] 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
 
WHO - Situation report - 173 
Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19)  
11 July 2020 
 
Confirmed cases ::   12 322 395 

https://www.unenvironment.org/resources/report/preventing-future-zoonotic-disease-outbreaks-protecting-environment-animals-and
https://www.unenvironment.org/resources/report/preventing-future-zoonotic-disease-outbreaks-protecting-environment-animals-and
https://www.unenvironment.org/
https://www.ilri.org/
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/situation-reports/20200711-covid-19-sitrep-173.pdf?sfvrsn=949920b4_2


   

  

Confirmed deaths ::      556 335 
 
Highlights  
::  Yesterday, WHO launched the Access Initiative for Quitting Tobacco, which aims to help the world's 
1.3 billion tobacco users quit during the pandemic. Smoking kills eight million people a year and 
smokers are more vulnerable to developing a severe case of COVID-19. WHO received its first-ever 
donation of nicotine replacement therapies for the project from Johnson & Johnson Consumer Health. 
The Initiative also enlists the help of WHO's - and the world’s - first ever virtual health worker, 
Florence. You can speak with Florence, to dispel myths around COVID-19 and smoking, and to help 
develop a personalized plan to quit tobacco. WHO is in the final stages of adding more partners and 
encourages pharmaceutical and technology companies to join this initiative.  
 
:: WHO has published guidance on maintaining a safe and adequate blood supply during the 
coronavirus disease pandemic.  
 
:: Last Thursday WHO Director-General Dr Tedros announced the establishment of the 
Independent panel for Pandemic Preparedness and Response (IPPR) to evaluate the 
world’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic. “This is a time for self-reflection, to look at the 
world we live in and to find ways to strengthen our collaboration as we work together to save lives and 
bring this pandemic under control” said Dr Tedros. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Emergencies 
 
Ebola – DRC+ 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
 
Last Situation Report published 23 June 2020 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Emergencies 
 
POLIO   
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
 
Editor’s Note: 
The regular “Polio: This Week” report was not active on the Global Polio Eradication Initiative website. 
 
06/07/2020  
Polio eradication expertise backs Africa’s COVID-19 response  
Significant polio programme resources are being used to fight the pandemic.  
 
:::::: 
:::::: 

http://polioeradication.org/news-post/polio-eradication-expertise-backs-africas-covid-19-response/


   

  

 
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies  [to 11 July 2020] 
Democratic Republic of the Congo  
:: Ebola Outbreak in DRC 98: 23 June 2020 [latest/?last Ebola Situation Report] 
 
Mozambique floods  - No new digest announcements identified 
Nigeria - No new digest announcements identified 
Somalia - No new digest announcements identified 
South Sudan   - No new digest announcements identified 
Syrian Arab Republic  - No new digest announcements identified 
Yemen - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies  [to 11 July 2020] 
Burkina Faso [in French]  
:: Riposte au Covid-19 : des influenceurs, blogueurs et activistes mis à contribution à... 
07 juillet 2020  
:: Le Burkina Faso reprend les campagnes de vaccination contre la polio en appliquant d... 
06 juillet 2020  
 
Angola   - No new digest announcements identified 
Afghanistan - No new digest announcements identified 
Burundi  - No new digest announcements identified 
Cameroon  - No new digest announcements identified 
Central African Republic - No new digest announcements identified 
Ethiopia - No new digest announcements identified 
Iraq - No new digest announcements identified 
Libya - No new digest announcements identified 
Malawi - No new digest announcements identified 
Measles in Europe - No new digest announcements identified 
MERS-CoV  - No new digest announcements identified 
Myanmar  - No new digest announcements identified 
Niger - No new digest announcements identified 
occupied Palestinian territory  - No new digest announcements identified 
HIV in Pakistan  
Sao Tome and Principe Necrotizing Cellulitis (2017) 
Sudan  - No new digest announcements identified 
Ukraine - No new digest announcements identified 
Zimbabwe - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 1 Emergencies  [to 11 July 2020] 
Chad  - No new digest announcements identified 
Djibouti – Page not responding at inquiry 
Kenya   - No new digest announcements identified 
Mali  - No new digest announcements identified 

http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cod/en/
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/332654/SITREP_EVD_DRC_20200623-eng.pdf
https://afro.who.int/countries/mozambique
http://www.who.int/emergencies/nigeria/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/somalia/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ssd/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/syr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/yem/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
https://www.afro.who.int/fr/countries/burkina-faso
https://www.afro.who.int/fr/news/riposte-au-covid-19-des-influenceurs-blogueurs-et-activistes-mis-contribution-la-gestion-des
https://www.afro.who.int/fr/news/le-burkina-faso-reprend-les-campagnes-de-vaccination-contre-la-polio-en-appliquant-des-mesures
https://afro.who.int/countries/angola
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/afg/en/
https://www.afro.who.int/countries/burundi
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cmr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/caf/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/eth/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/countries/irq/index.html
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/lby/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/malawi
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/communicable-diseases/measles-and-rubella
http://www.who.int/emergencies/mers-cov/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mmr/en/
http://afro.who.int/fr/countries/niger
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/opt/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/pandemic-epidemic-diseases/news/who-and-partners-mobilize-hiv-drugs-for-infected-children-in-pakistan.html
http://afro.who.int/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/sdn/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ukr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/zwe/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tcd/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/fr/countries/dji/
http://www.afro.who.int/countries/kenya
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mli/en/


   

  

Namibia - viral hepatitis  - No new digest announcements identified 
Tanzania  - No new digest announcements identified 
  
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – L3 Emergencies 
The UN and its humanitarian partners are currently responding to three 'L3' emergencies. This is the 
global humanitarian system's classification for the response to the most severe, large-scale 
humanitarian crises.  
Syrian Arab Republic   
:: Syrian Arab Republic: COID-19 Update No. 14 - 10 July 2020 
HIGHLIGHTS 

:: Number of people confirmed by the Ministry of Health (MoH) to have COVID-19: 394 (16 
fatalities, 126 recovered). 
:: Areas of concern: Densely populated areas, notably Damascus/Rural Damascus, Aleppo and 
Homs, and those living in camps and informal settlements in NES, collective shelters throughout 
the country, as well as other areas including Deir-Ez-Zor, and where hostilities may be ongoing 
making sample collection more challenging. 
:: Populations of concern: All groups are susceptible to the virus. However, the elderly (those 
60 years and above) and people with underlying health conditions are particularly at risk; as are 
vulnerable refugee and IDP populations and healthcare workers with inadequate personal 
protective equipment (PPE). 
:: As of 8 July, approximately 9,331 COVID-19 tests have been performed in laboratories in 
Damascus, Aleppo, Homs and Lattakia governorates. 
:: Socio-economic impacts of COVID-19, notably in food security and livelihoods, are likely to 
exacerbate existing substantial humanitarian needs across the country. 

:: Syrian Arab Republic: COVID-19 Response Update No. 07 - 5 July 2020 
 
Yemen - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Corporate Emergencies 
When the USG/ERC declares a Corporate Emergency Response, all OCHA offices, branches and 
sections provide their full support to response activities both at HQ and in the field. 
East Africa Locust Infestation 
:: Desert Locust situation update - 3 July 2020 
   The unprecedented Desert Locust threat to food security and livelihoods persists in the Horn of Africa 
and is increasing in southwest Asia. 
   In the Horn of Africa, second-generation spring swarms are present in northwest Kenya, eastern 
Ethiopia, and parts of Somalia. Breeding continues in eastern and northern Ethiopia and in central and 
northern Somalia where hopper bands are present. Most of the swarms in northwest Kenya will migrate 
northwards and cross South Sudan to Sudan while other swarms will migrate to Ethiopia. A few swarms 
could transit northeast Uganda. Swarms that concentrate in northern Somalia are likely to move east to 
the Indo-Pakistan summer breeding areas… 
 
COVID-19    

http://afro.who.int/news/baseline-assessment-national-viral-hepatitis-response-namibia
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tza/en/
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/syria
https://reliefweb.int/node/3652151
https://reliefweb.int/node/3650292
https://www.unocha.org/yemen
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/east-africa-locust-infestation
https://reliefweb.int/node/3650331
https://www.unocha.org/covid19


   

  

:: Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) Situation Report 35: occupied Palestinian territory, issued 9 
July 2020, information for period: 5 March - 9 July 2020 

 
 
*                      *                       *                        * 

 

:: Agency/Government/IGO Watch 
We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for key 
media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on regional or global 
level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific coverage is limited. Please 
suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
 
 
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly  
[to 11 July 2020] 
https://www.un.org/press/en 
Selected Meetings/Press Releases/Announcements 
10 July 2020  
SC/14246 
In Third Vote, Security Council Fails to Adopt Resolution Extending Authorization of Cross-
Border Mechanism for Humanitarian Aid Delivery into Syria 
The Security Council today failed to adopt a resolution that would have extended its authorization for a 
mechanism to bring lifesaving humanitarian aid through two Turkish border crossings into Syria for 
another six months. 
 
9 July 2020  
SG/SM/20167 
Launching Policy Brief, Secretary-General Says Global Aid for Latin America, Including 
Middle-Income Nations, Inclusive Growth Model Key for Region’s Post-Pandemic Recovery 
Following is the text of UN Secretary-General António Guterres’ video message for the launch of the 
policy brief on “The Impact of COVID-19 on Latin America and the Caribbean”, i 
 
6 July 2020  
SG/SM/20164 
Secretary-General Says Unsustainable Biodiversity Use Increasing Animal-to-
Human Disease Spread, Calls for Action, at Zoonotics Report Launch 
 
 
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 11 July 2020] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true  
Top News 
Bachelet sounds alarm over Lebanon economic crisis, calls for urgent and unified response 
 
Comment by UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Michelle Bachelet on the 25th 
anniversary of the genocide in Srebrenica 11 July 2020 
 
Press briefing note on Iraq 
 

https://reliefweb.int/node/3651681
https://reliefweb.int/node/3651681
https://www.un.org/press/en
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sc14246.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sc14246.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm20167.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm20167.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm20164.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm20164.doc.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26072&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26070&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26070&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26068&LangID=E


   

  

UN Committee stands with women and girls in global anti-racism protests 
 
COVID-19 pandemic exposes repression of free expression and right to information 
worldwide, UN expert says 
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
 
United Nations Human Rights Council  [to 11 July 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL 
Council News 
Human Rights Council holds interactive dialogue with the Special Rapporteur on freedom of opinion 
and expression  10/07/2020 
  
Human Rights Council holds interactive dialogue with the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human 
rights in Belarus  10/07/2020  
 
Human Rights Council holds interactive dialogue on human rights and international solidarity; begins 
dialogue on human rights and transnational corporations  09/07/2020  
 
Human Rights Council holds interactive dialogues on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions ; 
and on freedom of peaceful assembly and of association  09/07/2020   
 
Human Rights Council holds panel discussion on the rights of persons with disabilities in the context of 
climate change  08/07/2020  
 
Human Rights Council holds panel discussion on emerging digital technologies ; begins interactive 
dialogue with special rapporteur on internally displaced persons  08/07/2020  
 
Human Rights Council holds interactive dialogue with the Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and 
human rights  07/07/2020  
 
Rampant human rights violations and war crimes as war-torn Idlib faces the pandemic UN Syria 
Commission of Inquiry report  07/07/2020  
 
Human Rights Council holds interactive dialogue on the Human Rights of Migrants and begins dialogue 
on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Persons Affected by Leprosy  06/07/2020  
 
Human Rights Council holds interactive dialogue with the working group on Discrimination Against 
Women and Girls  06/07/2020  
 
 
Committee on the Rights of the Child [to 11 July 2020] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the sale and sexual exploitation of children   [to 11 July 2020] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx  

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26073&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26075&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26075&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=26076&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=26076&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=26071&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=26071&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=26066&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=26066&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=26061&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=26061&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=26055&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=26055&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=26054&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=26054&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=26046&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=26046&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=26044&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=26044&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=26042&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=26042&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=26040&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=26040&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx


   

  

Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed 
Conflict [to 11 July 2020] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict 
[to 11 July 2020] 
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights   [to 11 July 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx 
Latest News 
States must stop exporting unwanted toxic chemicals to poorer countries, says UN expert 
9 July 2020 

Human Rights Council holds interactive dialogue with the Special Rapporteur on extreme 
poverty and human rights 
7 July 2020 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable 
standard of physical and mental health  [to 11 July 2020] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx 
Latest News 
The world must change the way mental health challenges are addressed, UN expert says 
6 July 2020 
 
 
Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights  [to 11 July 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples   [to 11 July 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx 
Latest news 
States must stop exporting unwanted toxic chemicals to poorer countries, says UN expert 
9 July 2020 

https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26063&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26046&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26046&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26039&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26063&LangID=E


   

  

 
 
Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN OCHA [to 11 July 2020] 
https://www.unocha.org/  
Selected Press Releases         
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Centre for Humanitarian Data/HDX  [to 11 July 2020] 
https://centre.humdata.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNICEF  [to 11 July 2020] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases 
Selected Press releases/Announcements 
Press release 
08/07/2020  
Marley family to ‘reimagine’ Bob Marley’s One Love in support of UNICEF  
   Re-recording of iconic anthem will support UNICEF’s Reimagine campaign, a global fundraising 
appeal to respond, recover and reimagine a post-COVID-19 world fit for children  
 
Press release 
08/07/2020  
UN agencies welcome latest relocations of unaccompanied children from Greece, call for 
further action and solidarity  
 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 11 July 2020] 
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html 
Selected Announcements  
Statement by UN High Commissioner for Refugees Filippo Grandi on U.S. asylum changes 
09 July 2020     
   GENEVA – UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency, is concerned about planned changes to the asylum 
system in the United States. We are worried that the proposed “Procedures for Asylum and 
Withholding of Removal, Credible Fear and Reasonable Fear Review”, currently being circulated for 
public comment, mark a departure from humanitarian policies and practices long championed by the 
United States and rooted in international law… 
 
UNHCR and WFP warn refugees in Africa face hunger and malnutrition as COVID-19 
worsens food shortages 
9 Jul 2020  

https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx
https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases
https://centre.humdata.org/
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/marley-family-reimagine-bob-marleys-one-love-support-unicef
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/un-agencies-welcome-latest-relocations-unaccompanied-children-greece-call-further
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/un-agencies-welcome-latest-relocations-unaccompanied-children-greece-call-further
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/7/5f0746bf4/statement-un-high-commissioner-refugees-filippo-grandi-asylum-changes.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/7/5f06cb244/unhcr-wfp-warn-refugees-africa-face-hunger-malnutrition-covid-19-worsens.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/7/5f06cb244/unhcr-wfp-warn-refugees-africa-face-hunger-malnutrition-covid-19-worsens.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/7/5f06cb244/unhcr-wfp-warn-refugees-africa-face-hunger-malnutrition-covid-19-worsens.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/7/5f06cb244/unhcr-wfp-warn-refugees-africa-face-hunger-malnutrition-covid-19-worsens.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/7/5f05b48d4/unhcr-calls-south-sudan-leaders-reinvigorate-peace-efforts-9th-anniversary.html


   

  

 
UNHCR calls on South Sudan leaders to reinvigorate peace efforts on 9th anniversary of 
independence 
8 Jul 2020  
 
UN agencies welcome latest relocations of unaccompanied children from Greece, call for 
further action and solidarity 
8 Jul 2020  
 
Over 3,000 Congolese refugees arrive in Uganda in three days  
7 Jul 2020  
 
High-level event seeks sustained support for Afghans, refugee-hosting countries 
6 Jul 2020  
 
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 11 July 2020] 
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
Selected Announcements 
EU Funds EUR 13 Million Natural Disasters Project Linking IOM, Oxfam in Burundi 
2020-07-10 13:00 
Bujumbura—The International Organization for Migration (IOM) and Oxfam have joined forces to 
launch an EU backed multi-million Euro Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) project that will help hundreds 
of thousands of Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) and other communities in Burundi... 
 
IOM Reaches over 25,000 Internally Displaced People in Yemen with Shelter Support 
2020-07-10 12:57 
Marib – This week, around 3,600 displaced families – over 25,000 people – affected by floods and 
storms here in April received their second installment of support from the International Organization for 
Migration (IOM). IOM’s support came in the form of cash assistance to enable... 
 
UN Agencies Welcome Latest Relocations of Unaccompanied Children from Greece, Call for 
Further Action and Solidarity  
2020-07-08 22:50 
Geneva – The International Organization for Migration (IOM), UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency, and 
UNICEF, the UN Children’s Fund today welcomed the latest relocations of 49 unaccompanied asylum-
seeking and migrant children from Greece to Portugal and Finland.  
 
Standing in solidarity with migrants: Supporting civil society and other stakeholders in 
responding to the COVID-19 pandemic  
2020-07-08 20:43 
The UN Network on Migration salutes all actors providing vital protection, monitoring, advocacy, 
information and support to and in collaboration with migrants during the COVID-19 pandemic.  Civil 
society organizations, migrant and diaspora associations, workers and employers organizations,... 
 
 
UNAIDS [to 11 July 2020]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 

https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/7/5f05b48d4/unhcr-calls-south-sudan-leaders-reinvigorate-peace-efforts-9th-anniversary.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/7/5f05b48d4/unhcr-calls-south-sudan-leaders-reinvigorate-peace-efforts-9th-anniversary.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/7/5f05b48d4/unhcr-calls-south-sudan-leaders-reinvigorate-peace-efforts-9th-anniversary.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/7/5f05b48d4/unhcr-calls-south-sudan-leaders-reinvigorate-peace-efforts-9th-anniversary.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/7/5f05dbe54/un-agencies-welcome-latest-relocations-unaccompanied-children-greece-call.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/7/5f05dbe54/un-agencies-welcome-latest-relocations-unaccompanied-children-greece-call.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/7/5f05dbe54/un-agencies-welcome-latest-relocations-unaccompanied-children-greece-call.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/7/5f05dbe54/un-agencies-welcome-latest-relocations-unaccompanied-children-greece-call.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/7/5f05dbe54/un-agencies-welcome-latest-relocations-unaccompanied-children-greece-call.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/7/5f042a5a4/3000-congolese-refugees-arrive-uganda-three-days.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/7/5f042a5a4/3000-congolese-refugees-arrive-uganda-three-days.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/7/5f042a5a4/3000-congolese-refugees-arrive-uganda-three-days.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/7/5f042a5a4/3000-congolese-refugees-arrive-uganda-three-days.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/7/5f034ea24/high-level-event-seeks-sustained-support-afghans-refugee-hosting-countries.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/7/5f034ea24/high-level-event-seeks-sustained-support-afghans-refugee-hosting-countries.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/7/5f034ea24/high-level-event-seeks-sustained-support-afghans-refugee-hosting-countries.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/7/5f034ea24/high-level-event-seeks-sustained-support-afghans-refugee-hosting-countries.html
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases
https://www.iom.int/news/eu-funds-eur-13-million-natural-disasters-project-linking-iom-oxfam-burundi
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-reaches-over-25000-internally-displaced-people-yemen-shelter-support
https://www.iom.int/news/un-agencies-welcome-latest-relocations-unaccompanied-children-greece-call-further-action-and
https://www.iom.int/news/un-agencies-welcome-latest-relocations-unaccompanied-children-greece-call-further-action-and
https://www.iom.int/news/standing-solidarity-migrants-supporting-civil-society-and-other-stakeholders-responding-covid
https://www.iom.int/news/standing-solidarity-migrants-supporting-civil-society-and-other-stakeholders-responding-covid
http://www.unaids.org/en


   

  

Selected Press Releases/Reports/Statements 
10 July 2020 
Ensuring access to quality, safe, and non-discriminatory services for HIV key populations 
and migrants in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic  
 
10 July 2020 
Survey shows that the COVID-19 pandemic increases vulnerability of LGBTI people  
 
10 July 2020 
UNAIDS and the wider United Nations system supporting the COVID-19 response in 
Nigeria  
 
9 July 2020 
Next global AIDS strategy: be part of making history  
 
8 July 2020 
Setting the next generation of goals for the global AIDS response  
 
8 July 2020 
Support for Uzbek mothers living with HIV  
  
 
Unitaid  [to 11 July 2020] 
https://unitaid.org/ 
Featured News 
09 July 2020 | Press releases 
FIND and Unitaid launch call for expression of interest to accelerate availability and 
manufacturing scale-up of rapid diagnostic tests for COVID-19 
   :: Call aims to fill major diagnostic gaps in the detection of active SARS-CoV-2 infection for patient 
management and contact tracing purposes in decentralized settings, most critically needed in low- and 
middle-income countries (LMICs) 
   :: Innovators, developers and manufacturers of rapid diagnostic tests and in vitro diagnostics, and 
LMIC-based diagnostic stakeholders, are invited to submit proposals 
   :: Launch of this EOI is the latest milestone for the Access to COVID-19 Tools (ACT) Accelerator 
Diagnostics Pillar, co-convened by FIND and The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria 
 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 11 July 2020]  
9 July 2020   News release 
Independent evaluation of global COVID-19 response announced 
[See Milestones above for detail] 
 
6 July 2020   News release 
WHO: access to HIV medicines severely impacted by COVID-19 as AIDS response stalls 
Countries seek innovative ways to mitigate the impact of disruptions and keep services going 
   Seventy-three countries have warned that they are at risk of stock-outs of antiretroviral (ARV) 
medicines as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, according to a new WHO survey conducted ahead of 

https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/july/20200710_joint_statement_covid19
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/july/20200710_joint_statement_covid19
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/july/20200710_survey-covid19-lgbti-people
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/july/20200710_nigeria
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/july/20200710_nigeria
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/july/20200709_next-global-aids-strategy
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/july/20200708_setting-next-generation-of-goals-for-global-aids-response
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/july/20200708_uzbekistan
https://unitaid.org/
https://unitaid.org/news-blog/find-and-unitaid-launch-call-for-expression-of-interest-to-accelerate-availability-and-manufacturing-scale-up-of-rapid-diagnostic-tests-for-covid-19/
https://unitaid.org/news-blog/find-and-unitaid-launch-call-for-expression-of-interest-to-accelerate-availability-and-manufacturing-scale-up-of-rapid-diagnostic-tests-for-covid-19/
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/09-07-2020-independent-evaluation-of-global-covid-19-response-announced
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/06-07-2020-who-access-to-hiv-medicines-severely-impacted-by-covid-19-as-aids-response-stalls


   

  

the International AIDS Society’s biannual conference. Twenty-four countries reported having either a 
critically low stock of ARVs or disruptions in the supply of these life-saving medicines.   
   The survey follows a modelling exercise convened by WHO and UNAIDS in May which forecasted that 
a six-month disruption in access to ARVs could lead to a doubling in AIDS-related deaths in sub-
Saharan Africa in 2020 alone.  
   In 2019, an estimated 8.3 million people were benefiting from ARVs in the 24 countries now 
experiencing supply shortages. This represents about one third (33%) of all people taking HIV 
treatment globally.  While there is no cure for HIV, ARVs can control the virus and prevent onward 
sexual transmission to other people. 
   A failure of suppliers to deliver ARVs on time and a shut-down of land and air transport services, 
coupled with limited access to health services within countries as a result of the pandemic, were among 
the causes cited for the disruptions in the survey. 
    The findings of this survey are deeply concerning,” said Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, WHO 
Director-General. “Countries and their development partners must do all they can to ensure that people 
who need HIV treatment continue to access it. We cannot let the COVID-19 pandemic undo the hard-
won gains in the global response to this disease… 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO      
:: Africa records over 500 000 COVID-19 cases   08 July 2020  
   Brazzaville/Cairo – COVID-19 infections in Africa today surpassed 500 000, and there is concern as a 
growing number of countries are experiencing a sharp rise in cases. So far, in less than five months, 
the virus has claimed 11 959 lives, overtaking the 11 308 lives lost in the world’s worst Ebola outbreak 
in West Africa between 2014 and 2016. 
   Cases have more than doubled in 22 countries in the region over the past month. Nearly two-thirds 
of countries are experiencing community transmission. Algeria, Egypt, Ghana, Nigeria and South Africa 
account for about 71% of COVID-19 cases. South Africa alone accounts for 43% of the continent’s 
total cases… 
:: Burkina Faso resumes polio vaccination campaigns under strict COVID-19 prevention measures   06 
July 2020  
   Brazzaville – Burkina Faso today concluded a four-day mass polio immunization campaign, 
vaccinating 174 304 children under five years of age in two districts of the country’s Centre-East region 
while observing COVID-19 infection prevention and control measures. 
   The campaign is the first to be conducted since the government suspended all mass immunization on 
27 March due to the COVID-19 pandemic to comply with the physical distancing guidelines to curb 
transmission of the virus. 
   As immunization campaigns resume, World Health Organization (WHO) teams at both regional and 
country offices have developed guidance for countries and frontline workers to ensure their safety and 
that of the children and their families… 
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
:: PAHO Director calls for protection of health workers in face of the advancing COVID19 pandemic in 
the region of the Americas (04/07/2020)  
:: Amid COVID-19 pandemic, new WHO report urges greater investments in the nursing workforce 
(04/07/2020) 

https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/11-05-2020-the-cost-of-inaction-covid-19-related-service-disruptions-could-cause-hundreds-of-thousands-of-extra-deaths-from-hiv
http://www.afro.who.int/
https://www.afro.who.int/news/africa-records-over-500-000-covid-19-cases
https://www.afro.who.int/news/burkina-faso-resumes-polio-vaccination-campaigns-under-strict-covid-19-prevention-measures
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=466:2008-media-center-press-releases&Itemid=40108&lang=en
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WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
:: Maldives, Sri Lanka eliminate measles and rubella, ahead of 2023 target   8 July 2020  News release    
 
WHO European Region EURO  
:: New WHO study shows how Ireland can reduce health-related financial hardship and unmet need by 
delivering universal access to health care 08-07-2020  
:: WHO/Europe expert team reaches Turkmenistan to support the country’s COVID-19 response 07-07-
2020  
  
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: COVID-19 presents opportunities for greater collaboration on the SDGS, says WHO’s Regional 
Director    8 July 2020 
:: WHO delivers essential COVID-19 supplies to Afghanistan   5 July 2020 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
No new digest content identified 
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 11 July 2020] 
https://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2020/ 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 11 July 2020] 
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 11 July 2020] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
Selected Press Releases/Announcements 
COVID-19: Ensuring access to quality, safe, and non-discriminatory services for HIV key 
populations and migrants  
   Statement of the Joint UN Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) Interagency Working Group on Key 
Populations on the need to ensure access to quality, safe, and non-discriminatory services for HIV 
key…  
Posted on July 8, 2020 
 
Project Launch: Business and Human Rights - Towards A Decade of Global Implementation 
   The Covid-19 pandemic has had a shattering impact on livelihoods and jobs; up to 100 million 
persons could be pushed into extreme poverty and 400 million people could lose their jobs.  Read more 
Posted on July 7, 2020 
 
 
UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 11 July 2020] 

http://www.searo.who.int/
https://www.who.int/southeastasia/news/detail/08-07-2020-maldives-sri-lanka-eliminate-measles-and-rubella-ahead-of-2023-target
http://www.euro.who.int/
https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/Health-systems/health-systems-financing/news/news/2020/7/new-who-study-shows-how-ireland-can-reduce-health-related-financial-hardship-and-unmet-need-by-delivering-universal-access-to-health-care2
https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/Health-systems/health-systems-financing/news/news/2020/7/new-who-study-shows-how-ireland-can-reduce-health-related-financial-hardship-and-unmet-need-by-delivering-universal-access-to-health-care2
https://www.euro.who.int/en/countries/turkmenistan/news/news/2020/7/whoeurope-expert-team-reaches-turkmenistan-to-support-the-countrys-covid-19-response
http://www.emro.who.int/
http://www.emro.who.int/media/news/covid-19-presents-opportunities-for-greater-collaboration-on-the-sdgs-says-whos-regional-director.html
http://www.emro.who.int/media/news/covid-19-presents-opportunities-for-greater-collaboration-on-the-sdgs-says-whos-regional-director.html
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http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/news/2020/-----statement-of-the-joint-un-programme-on-hiv-aids--unaids--.html
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https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division  [to 11 July 2020] 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 11 July 2020] 
https://www.unenvironment.org/ 
News 
06 Jul 2020   Press release  
Unite human, animal and environmental health to prevent the next pandemic – UN Report 
   COVID-19 is just one example of the rising trend of diseases – from Ebola to MERS to West Nile and 
Rift Valley fevers – caused by viruses that have jumped from animal hosts into the human population 
 
 
UNDRR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 11 July 2020] 
https://www.undrr.org/ 
Updates 
10 July 2020  
COVID-19 trigger to re-examine resilience  
   The urban experience of COVID-19 is “a trigger for us to re-examine the meaning of local resilience,” 
said Mami Mizutori, Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Disaster Risk Reduction in a 
webinar with cities and local government 
 
Updates 
10 July 2020  
ARISE Japan’s activity plan is the first voluntary commitment published by an ARISE 
national network  
   KOBE – The Private Sector Alliance for Disaster Resilient Societies (ARISE) is a network of private 
sector entities working in partnership with the United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction 
(UNDRR) to substantially reduce disaster mortality based 
 
Op Eds 
9 July 2020  
COVID-19 demonstrates urgent need for cities to prepare for pandemics  
   Some 95% of COVID-19 cases have come from urban areas. Pandemic preparedness in cities and 
towns is more urgent than ever for reducing disaster risk, particularly in challenging situations where 
disease outbreaks could coincide with an extreme weather 
 
 
UN DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 11 July 2020] 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/  

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/
https://www.unenvironment.org/
https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/press-release/unite-human-animal-and-environmental-health-prevent-next-pandemic-un
https://www.undrr.org/
https://www.undrr.org/news/covid-19-trigger-re-examine-resilience
https://www.undrr.org/news/arise-japans-activity-plan-first-voluntary-commitment-published-arise-national-network
https://www.undrr.org/news/arise-japans-activity-plan-first-voluntary-commitment-published-arise-national-network
https://www.undrr.org/news/covid-19-demonstrates-urgent-need-cities-prepare-pandemics
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news.html


   

  

News 
COVID-19 pushes more government activities online despite persisting digital divide 
10 July 2020, New York  
Denmark, Korea and Estonia top the 2020 UN e-government ranking. 
   As the COVID-19 pandemic forces lockdowns, most countries and municipalities are pursuing digital 
government strategies, many with innovative initiatives – but vast numbers of people still do not have 
access to online services, according to the 2020 edition of the United Nations E-Government Survey, 
released today. 
   The 2020 ranking of the 193 UN Member States in terms of digital government – capturing the scope 
and quality of online services, status of telecommunication infrastructure and existing human capacity 
– is led by Denmark, the Republic of Korea, and Estonia, followed by Finland, Australia, Sweden, the 
United Kingdom, New Zealand, the United States of America, the Netherlands, Singapore, Iceland, 
Norway and Japan. 
   Among the least developed countries, Bhutan, Bangladesh and Cambodia have become leaders in 
digital government development, advancing from the middle to the high E-Government Development 
Index (EGDI) group in 2020. Mauritius, the Seychelles, and South Africa are leading the e-government 
ranking in Africa. Overall, 65 per cent of Member States are at the high or very high EGDI level… 
 
 
UNESCO  [to 11 July 2020] 
http://en.unesco.org/news 
Latest News  
Illegal excavations and online trade of cultural property looted in the midst of COVID- 19 
   On 26 June 2020, UNESCO brought together world experts for an online meeting to examine the 
impact of COVID-19 on illicit trafficking and to identify a set of urgent measures to be taken to 
strengthen the fight against the illicit trafficking of cultural property at sites and on the Internet… 
 
UNESCO designates 15 new Geoparks in Asia, Europe, and Latin America 
Paris, 10 July—UNESCO’s Executive Boards has approved the designation of 15 new UNESCO Global 
Geoparks, which brings the number of sites participating in the Global Geoparks Network to 161 in 44 
countries. The Executive Board also approved the extension of the Kula-Salihli UNESCO Global Geopark 
in Turkey. 
UNESCO Global Geoparks were designated for the first time in Nicaragua, the Russian Federation and 
Serbia… 
 
UNESCO statement on Hagia Sophia, Istanbul 
10/07/2020 
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
 
International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS)  [to 11 July 2020] 
https://www.icomos.org/en/ 
Announcements 
Online Conference: Promoting Europe's Cultural Heritage and Diversity - Who? How? With 
Whom?  
   On the 13 and 14 July 2020, this online conference will focus on recommendations and selection 
criteria of the International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) for the sustainable promotion 
of cultural heritage by the European Union and its Member States. The "European Quality Principles for 

https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/administration/2020-egovernment-survey.html
http://en.unesco.org/news
https://en.unesco.org/news/illegal-excavations-and-online-trade-cultural-property-looted-midst-covid-19
https://en.unesco.org/news/geopark-2020
https://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-statement-hagia-sophia-istanbul
https://www.icomos.org/en/
https://www.icomos.org/en/178-english-categories/news/76005-online-conference-promoting-europe-s-cultural-heritage-and-diversity-who-how-with-whom
https://www.icomos.org/en/178-english-categories/news/76005-online-conference-promoting-europe-s-cultural-heritage-and-diversity-who-how-with-whom


   

  

EU-funded Interventions with Potential Impact upon Cultural Heritage", developed on the occasion of 
the European Cultural Heritage Year 2018, will be the starting point for the necessary debate on the 
future role of cultural monuments and historic sites for Europe… 
 
 
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 11 July 2020] 
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp 
10/07/2020 –  
UNODC World Wildlife Crime Report 2020: The COVID-19 pandemic has shown that 
wildlife crime is a threat not only to the environment and biodiversity, but also to human 
health  
 
08/07/2020 –  
Standing in solidarity with migrants: Supporting civil society and other stakeholders in 
responding to the COVID-19 pandemic 
 
08/07/2020 –  
Increased trafficking in falsified medical products due to COVID-19, says UNODC research 
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
 
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 11 July 2020] 
http://unhabitat.org/ 
News and Stories 
UN-Habitat presents their new guide “Enhancing Nationally Determined Contributions 
(NDCs) through urban climate action”  
9 July 2020  
 
 
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 11 July 2020] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ILO International Labour Organization  [to 11 July 2020] 
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm 
COVID-19 and the maritime sector 
ILO welcomes COVID-19 seafarers’ rights agreement   
09 July 2020  
   With hundreds of thousands of seafarers stranded at sea due to the pandemic, a new international 
agreement recognizes them as key workers who should be protected. 
 
Virtual Global Summit 
Global leaders to address ILO Virtual Global Summit on COVID-19 and the World of Work   
07 July 2020  
   The largest ever online gathering of workers, employers and governments will discuss how to build 
back better in the post-pandemic recovery. 
 

http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp
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http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/releases/2020/July/unodc-world-wildlife-crime-report-2020_-the-covid-19-pandemic-has-shown-that-wildlife-crime-is-a-threat-not-only-to-the-environment-and-biodiversity--but-also-to-human-health.html
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http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/documents/press/releases/2020/July/NW_Statement_for_CSOs_final_version.pdf
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/documents/press/releases/2020/July/NW_Statement_for_CSOs_final_version.pdf
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/releases/2020/July/increased-trafficking-in-falsified-medical-products-due-to-covid-19--says-unodc-research.html
http://unhabitat.org/
https://www.urbanet.info/national-climate-action-cities-matter/
https://www.urbanet.info/national-climate-action-cities-matter/
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_750510/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_750331/lang--en/index.htm


   

  

Domestic Workers Convention 
Ratification by Mexico of Convention No. 189 on Domestic Workers   
06 July 2020  
   Mexico is committed to promoting decent work for domestic workers. The Ministry of Labour and 
Social Security and the Undersecretary of Multilateral Affairs and Human Rights of the Mexican Foreign 
Ministry participated in a virtual ceremony. 
 
 
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 11 July 2020] 
http://www.icao.int/  
Latest News and Highlights    
New ICAO iPACKs to provide important support to States during COVID-19 pandemic 
10/7/20 
 
Cabin crew to be better equipped to prevent human trafficking 
8/7/20 
 
Singapore and the United Kingdom commence trials to improve public health safety for 
aircrew 
6/7/20 
 
 
IMO International Maritime Organization  [to 11 July 2020] 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx 
Latest Press Briefings  
Governments pledge action for seafarers at crucial crew change summit  
   09/07/2020 IMO Secretary-General Kitack Lim welcomes commitment of 13 countries to facilitate 
crew changes and recognise seafarers as key workers, following virtual ministerial summit hosted by 
UK Government.   
 
IMO endorses guidance on ensuring seafarers’ access to medical care onshore 
   06/07/2020 Recommendations for port and coastal States on the prompt disembarkation of seafarers 
for medical care ashore during the COVID-19 pandemic have been issued.   
 
 
WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 11 July 2020] 
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release 
Press Releases 
New climate predictions assess global temperatures in coming five years 
Publish Date: 8 July 2020  
   The annual mean global temperature is likely to be at least 1° Celsius above pre-industrial levels 
(1850-1900) in each of the coming five years (2020-2024) and there is a 20% chance that it will 
exceed 1.5°C in at least one year, according to new climate predictions issued by the World 
Meteorological Organization (WMO). 
 
 
UPU  Universal Postal Union   [to 11 July 2020] 
http://news.upu.int/no_cache/news/ 

http://www.ilo.org/global/standards/WCMS_750251/lang--en/index.htm
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https://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/Singapore-and-the-United-Kingdom-commence-trials-to-improve-public-health-safety-for-aircrew.aspx
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/22-crew-change-summit.aspx
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/21-medical-care-seafarers.aspx
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https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release/new-climate-predictions-assess-global-temperatures-coming-five-years
http://news.upu.int/no_cache/news/


   

  

News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 11 July 2020] 
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html 
News 
New publication on digital transformation and industrial recovery in response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
   VIENNA, 10 July 2020 - UNIDO has published " COVID-19 Implications and Responses. Digital 
Transformation and Industrial Recovery”. The document outlines the implications of the global health 
crisis for digital transformation and potential responses for a fast industrial recovery in the context of 
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 
 
UNIDO promotes global investment and technology cooperation at the 2020 World 
Artificial Intelligence Conference Summit Online 
   SHANGHAI, July 11 2020 – Under the theme of "Intelligent Connectivity, Indivisible Community", the 
2020 World Artificial Intelligence Conference (WAIC 2020) Summit Online has involved over 550 public 
sector leaders, AI experts, scientists, and industry leaders from around the world in a conversation 
about the technological frontiers, industry trends and breaking issues in AI. 
 
 
International Organization for Standardization (ISO)  [to 11 July 2020] 
https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/ 
News 
By Barnaby Lewis on 10 July 2020  
Chinese nursing homes set new standards  
   The ISO member for China, SAC, has set its sights on the country’s growing elderly population with 
new national standards to improve quality of care homes.  
 
By Clare Naden on 9 July 2020  
Testing the nutrients of infant formula: new standard in the ISO series  
   Nutritional labelling of infant formulas is, unsurprisingly, a heavily regulated area, meaning tight rules 
around the nutrients they contain. ISO has an industry-recognized series of International Standards for 
the determination of such nutrients, the latest of which has just been published.  
 
9 July 2020  
COVID-19: National resources  
   This page is dedicated to featuring national resources developed by ISO members to support the 
fight against COVID-19.  
 
By Elizabeth Gasiorowski-Denis on 7 July 2020  
Towards a trustworthy AI  
   It’s widely accepted that artificial intelligence will have a huge impact on our lives in the coming 
decades – but how can we be sure this new technology is not just innovative and helpful, but also 
trustworthy?  
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UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 11 July 2020] 
https://www.unwto.org/news 
News 
All Regions  
UNWTO Ministerial Meetings - Shared Determination to Restart Tourism and Drive 
Recovery 
07 Jul 2020 
 
 
WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 11 July 2020] 
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/ 
Press Releases 
WIPO’s Second Session of Conversation on IP and Artificial Intelligence Ends with Outline 
of Next Steps 
   The World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) today ended its Second Session of the 
Conversation on Intellectual Property (IP) and Artificial Intelligence (AI), with Director General Francis 
Gurry outlining the next steps in a process designed to help clarify the most-pressing IP policy-related 
questions in the dynamic and fast-growing field of AI. 
Jul 9, 2020 PR/2020/857 
 
 
CBD  Convention on Biological Diversity [to 11 July 2020] 
https://www.cbd.int/ 
Announcements 
09.07.2020 Awards of up to US$350 thousand to strengthen the East Africa region capacity 
to meet international phytosanitary standards  
 
:::::: 
 
USAID [to 11 July 2020] 
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Announcements 
USAID Announces First BetterTogether / JuntosEsMejor Challenge Awards in Venezuela 
and Colombia  
July 7, 2020 
Today, the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) announced $575,000 for the first set of 
BetterTogether Challenge / JuntosEsMejor innovation awards in the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela 
and the Republic of Colombia. 
 
U.S. Agency for International Development Acting Administrator John Barsa on Venezuelan 
Independence Day  
July 6, 2020 
STATEMENT 
This July 5, Venezuelans commemorated the 209th anniversary of their independence. The United 
States stands in unwavering solidarity with all those who are seeking a truly free and democratic 
Venezuela. 
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DFID  [to 11 July 2020] 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development 
Press Releases 
UK stands by Iraq during coronavirus pandemic  
International Development Secretary sees how UK aid is helping the Government of Iraq to deliver 
critical economic reforms and tackle coronavirus in the country. 
Updated: 10 July 2020  
 
Ambassador Julian Braithwaite’s statement on Women’s Economic Empowerment  
The UK's Ambassador to the WTO and UN in Geneva, Julian Braithwaite, delivered a statement on 
women and trade at the event ‘Women’s Economic Empowerment through Trade’ organised by the 
International Trade Centre and the… 
Updated: 8 July 2020  
 
UK statement to the Solutions Strategy for Afghan Refugees High Level Meeting  
The UK's Ambassador to the WTO and UN in Geneva, Julian Braithwaite, delivered this statement at 
the Solutions Strategy for Afghan Refugees High Level Meeting on 6 July 2020.  
Updated: 6 July 2020  
 
 
ECHO  [to 11 July 2020] 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news 
Latest News 
Turkey: Extension of EU humanitarian programmes supporting 1.7 million refugees 
receives green light 
11/07/2020 
Following the Commission's proposal on 3 June, the European Parliament has approved a top-up of 
EUR 485 million to support refugees in Turkey. The funding now cleared by both the Council and the 
European Parliament will allow the European Union to...  
 
EU allocates over €22 million to help Palestinians in need 
08/07/2020 
Today, the EU has announced €22.7 million in humanitarian aid to the most vulnerable people in 
Palestine*, who are increasingly threatened by violence, hardship and a lack of essential services. 
Already affected by movement restrictions prior to...  
 
Coronavirus response: additional rescEU masks delivered to Croatia, Montenegro, North 
Macedonia and Serbia 
07/07/2020 
Today, the EU is delivering further FFP2 masks to Croatia, Montenegro, North Macedonia and Serbia 
from rescEU – the common European reserve of medical equipment created to help countries affected 
by the coronavirus outbreak. ”While we observe...  
 
Coronavirus response: Team Europe supports Somalia with 3 EU Humanitarian Air Bridge 
flights 
06/07/2020 
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https://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/eu-allocates-over-22-million-help-palestinians-need_en
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/coronavirus-response-additional-resceu-masks-delivered-croatia-montenegro-north-macedonia-and_en
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/coronavirus-response-additional-resceu-masks-delivered-croatia-montenegro-north-macedonia-and_en
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/coronavirus-response-team-europe-supports-somalia-3-eu-humanitarian-air-bridge-flights_en
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/coronavirus-response-team-europe-supports-somalia-3-eu-humanitarian-air-bridge-flights_en


   

  

Yesterday, an EU Humanitarian Air Bridge flight arrived in Mogadishu from Brindisi, Italy, carrying 
humanitarian and medical supplies provided by the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International 
Cooperation, Italian civil society...  
 
:::::: 
 
African Union [to 11 July 2020] 
http://www.au.int/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of Social  
Press releases 
The African Union and African Electronic Trade Group launch “SOKOKUU” 
July 07, 2020  
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 07 July 2020- Today, on the occasion of the 1st Africa Integration Day, there 
was a major miles 
 
African Union & AfroChampions Announce Winners of Nefertiti Arts Prize on First-Ever 
Africa Integration Day 
July 07, 2020 
 
 
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations  [to 11 July 2020] 
http://asean.org/category/news/asean-secretariat-news/ 
Secretariat News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
European Commission [to 11 July 2020] 
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1 
Latest   •   
Press release10 July 2020 
Turkey: Extension of EU humanitarian programmes supporting 1.7 million refugees 
receives green light 
   
Press release8 July 2020 
The European Union increases its support to fight the severe desert locust outbreak in East 
Africa 
The EU has mobilised a further €15 million to support the United Nations and partner countries in the 
fight against one of the worst desert locust outbreaks seen in East Africa in decades. 
 
 
OECD  [to 11 July 2020] 
http://www.oecd.org/  
News 
United States: extending support and lowering regulatory barriers could energize the 
recovery from Covid-19  
9-July-2020 

http://www.au.int/
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20200707/african-union-and-african-electronic-trade-group-launch-sokokuu
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20200707/au-afrochampions-announce-winners-nefertiti-arts-prize
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20200707/au-afrochampions-announce-winners-nefertiti-arts-prize
http://asean.org/category/news/asean-secretariat-news/
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_1324
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_1324
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_1324
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_1324
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_1148
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_1148
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_1148
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_1148
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_1148
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_1148
http://www.oecd.org/
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/united-states-extending-support-and-lowering-regulatory-barriers-could-energize-the-recovery-from-covid-19-says-oecd.htm
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/united-states-extending-support-and-lowering-regulatory-barriers-could-energize-the-recovery-from-covid-19-says-oecd.htm


   

  

   Swift action by the U.S. government has helped shield households and businesses from the 
immediate economic shock of the Covid-19 pandemic, even as efforts continue to bring the spread of 
the virus under control.  
 
Urgent action needed to stop jobs crisis becoming a social crisis  
7-July-2020 
   The Covid-19 pandemic is turning into a jobs crisis far worse than the 2008 crisis. Women, young 
people and workers on low incomes are being hit hardest, according to a new OECD report and 
unemployment statistics released today.  
 
 
Organization of American States (OAS)   [to 11 July 2020] 
http://www.oas.org/en/ 
Press Releases 
OAS General Secretariat Launches Guide to Organizing Elections in Times of Pandemic 
July 9, 2020 
 
 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 11 July 2020] 
https://www.oic-oci.org/  
Selected Press Releases 
OIC Approves New Financial Assistance for 15 Projects 
   Secretary-General of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), Dr. Yousef A. Al-Othaimeen, has 
approved new financial assistance for 15 developmental projects in Member States and Muslim 
communities in non-member states. This assistance comes as part of the continuous support provided 
by the OIC through the Islamic Solidarity Fund (ISF), one of its subsidiary organs to the emergency 
sectors, universities, centers and societies, hospitals, and schools in Member States.... 
08/07/2020 
 
 
Group of 77  [to 11 July 2020] 
http://www.g77.org/ 
Latest Statements and Speeches 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
UNCTAD  [to 11 July 2020] 
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives]  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Customs Organization – WCO  [to 11 July 2020] 
http://www.wcoomd.org/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 

http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/urgent-action-needed-to-stop-jobs-crisis-becoming-a-social-crisis.htm
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_releases.asp
https://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=E-073/20
https://www.oic-oci.org/home/?lan=en
https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=23640&ref=14092&lan=en
http://www.g77.org/
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx
http://www.wcoomd.org/


   

  

 
WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 11 July 2020] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
WTO News and Events 
WTO, ICC and B20 call for action to narrow the growing trade finance gap 
9 July 2020 
   The WTO, the International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) and B20 Saudi Arabia issued a joint 
statement on 9 July pointing to the diminishing availability of trade finance. Warning that gaps between 
trade finance supply and demand could seriously impede the ability of trade to support post COVID-19 
economic recovery, they are urging private and public-sector actors to work together to address 
shortages.  
 
Members discuss reflecting impact of COVID-19 in WTO-led Aid for Trade initiative 
7 July 2020 
   At a meeting of the Committee on Trade and Development on 7 July dedicated to Aid for Trade, 
WTO members agreed to discuss how to reflect the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic in their future 
work. They also agreed to extend the current biennial Aid for Trade work programme into 2022 when 
the next Global Review will also be held.  
 
:::::: 
 
IPU  Inter-Parliamentary Union   [to 11 July 2020] 
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases 
Press releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Court of Justice  [to 11 July 2020] 
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases 
Latest Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Criminal Court (ICC)  [to 11 July 2020] 
Trying individuals for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
  
World Bank [to 11 July 2020] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week]  
Amid Multiple Crises, World Bank Group Refocuses Programs and Increases Financing to 
$74 billion in Fiscal Year 2020 

http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news20_e/trfin_08jul20_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news20_e/aid_07jul20_e.htm
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases
https://www.icc-cpi.int/
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2020/07/10/amid-multiple-crises-world-bank-group-refocuses-programs-and-increases-financing-to-74-billion-in-fiscal-year-2020
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2020/07/10/amid-multiple-crises-world-bank-group-refocuses-programs-and-increases-financing-to-74-billion-in-fiscal-year-2020


   

  

   WASHINGTON, July 10, 2020 – As people in developing countries around the world faced multiple 
crises, including the COVID-19 pandemic, the World Bank Group worked to respond quickly with 
technical and...  
Date: July 10, 2020 Type: Press Release  
 
Safeguarding Animal, Human and Ecosystem Health: One Health at the World Bank 
   Overview Increasing interactions between humans and animals, the erosion of biodiversity, alteration 
of ecosystems, and climate change are increasingly driving the emergence of infectious diseases. 
Meanwhile...  
Date: July 09, 2020 Type: Brief  
 
Food Security and COVID-19 
   Alarmed by a potential rise in food insecurity during the COVID-19 pandemic, many countries and 
organizations are mounting special efforts to keep agriculture safely running as an essential business, 
markets...  
Date: July 08, 2020 Type: Brief  
 
 
IMF  [to 11 July 2020] 
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article 
News, Announcements 
July 8, 2020 
Restoring Sustainable Flows of Capital and Robust Financing for Development  
By Kristalina Georgieva, IMF Managing Director 
High-level conference, organized by the Paris Forum and the Saudi G20 Presidency 
 
 
African Development Bank Group  [to 11 July 2020] 
https://www.afdb.org/en 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Africa-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of No new 
digest content identified. 
East Africa holds its ground as Africa’s fastest growing region, despite COVID-19 
disruption 
   10-Jul-2020 - Economic disruption caused by the COVID-19 pandemic has pushed East Africa’s 
growth projection for 2020 down to 1.2 percent, a rate that outstrips other African regions and is 
forecast to rebound to 3.7 percent in 2021, according to the African Development Bank’s East Africa 
Regional Economic Outlook 2020. The projection is under the baseline scenario that assumes the virus 
is contained by the third quarter of this year. 
 
Libya: African Development Bank grants $0.5 million emergency relief assistance for PPE 
protection against COVID-19  
   09-Jul-2020 - The Board of Directors of the African Development Bank have approved a grant of 
$480,000 to Libya under the Special Relief Fund (SRF) for the procurement of much-needed personal 
protective equipment (PPE) intended for treatment of cases of infection of the novel Coronavirus. The 
Bank’s funding  will contribute to supporting the country’s national Response Plan for COVID-19. The 
assistance is intended to focus on infection prevention and control and to shield communities, 
particularly  those most vulnerable including the health workers. 
 

http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/agriculture/brief/safeguarding-animal-human-and-ecosystem-health-one-health-at-the-world-bank
http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/agriculture/brief/food-security-and-covid-19
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article
https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2020/07/09/sp070820-restoring-sustainable-flows-of-capital-and-robust-financing-for-development
https://www.afdb.org/en
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/east-africa-holds-its-ground-africas-fastest-growing-region-despite-covid-19-disruption-36809
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/east-africa-holds-its-ground-africas-fastest-growing-region-despite-covid-19-disruption-36809
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/libya-african-development-bank-grants-05-million-emergency-relief-assistance-ppe-protection-against-covid-19-36792
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/libya-african-development-bank-grants-05-million-emergency-relief-assistance-ppe-protection-against-covid-19-36792


   

  

Global experts call for a radical health policy shift in post COVID-19 Africa 
   06-Jul-2020 - Global health experts and practitioners at a policy webinar hosted by the African 
Development Institute (ADI) called for a “Marshall Plan on Inclusive Health in Africa.”   There is an 
urgent need for inclusive health policy in Africa – one that can detect and interpret warning signs and 
rapidly mobilize to isolate threats, absorb and adapt to shocks, and organically innovate new strategies 
to maintain its core functions, the delegates said. 
 

 
Asian Development Bank  [to 11 July 2020] 
http://www.adb.org/news/releases 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-•        
9 Jul 2020 
ADB Strengthens Partnership with WHO to Help Asia and the Pacific Combat COVID-19 
   ADB strengthened its partnership with WHO, recognizing that  increased collaboration is helping to 
expand critical health care across Asia and the Pacific and contain the spread and impact of the COVID-
19 pandemic 
 
 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank   [to 11 July 2020] 
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-
level announcements are added each week] 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 11 July 2020] 
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Islamic Development Bank  [to 11 July 2020] 
https://www.isdb.org/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 
 

:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
   We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new research and 
major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, collaborations, and initiatives 
across the human rights, humanitarian response and development spheres of action.  WE will not 
reference fundraising announcements, programs, events or appeals, and generally not include content 
which is primarily photo-documentation or video in format. 
 

https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/global-experts-call-radical-health-policy-shift-post-covid-19-africa-36744
http://www.adb.org/news/releases
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-strengthens-partnership-who-help-asia-and-pacific-combat-covid-19
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-strengthens-partnership-who-help-asia-and-pacific-combat-covid-19
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news
https://www.isdb.org/


   

  

 
Action Contre la Faim – Action Against Hunger  [to 11 July 2020] 
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org 
Communiqués de presse 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Alliance for International Medical Action (ALIMA)  [to 11 July 2020] 
https://www.alima-ngo.org/en/press-room 
PRESS RELEASES 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 11 July 2020] 
https://newsroom.amref.org/category/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases   
Launch of Report on Teenage Pregnancies in The Eyes of Adolescents and Youth in Kenya, 
by Sauti Sasa 
   NAIROBI, Kenya, July 10 2020 – As the world prepares to mark World Population Day on 11th… 
 
 
Aravind Eye Care System  [to 11 July 2020] 
https://aravind.org/ 
Aravind News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
  
BRAC  [to 11 July 2020] 
http://www.brac.net/#news 
Latest  
July 11, 2020 
Periods do not stop during a pandemic 
 
July 08, 2020 
How BRAC International scaled up response to COVID-19 
 
 
Clubhouse International  [to 11 July 2020] 
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 11 July 2020] 
https://www.drc.dk/news 
NEWS 
DRC Global Event 2020 on Climate Change, Environmental Degradation and Forced 
Displacement 

http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/
https://www.alima-ngo.org/en/press-room
http://amref.org/news/news/
https://newsroom.amref.org/category/press-releases/
https://newsroom.amref.org/news/2020/07/launch-of-report-on-teenage-pregnancies-in-the-eyes-of-adolescents-and-youth-in-kenya-by-sauti-sasa/
https://newsroom.amref.org/news/2020/07/launch-of-report-on-teenage-pregnancies-in-the-eyes-of-adolescents-and-youth-in-kenya-by-sauti-sasa/
https://aravind.org/
http://www.brac.net/#news
http://blog.brac.net/periods-do-not-stop-during-a-pandemic/
http://blog.brac.net/periods-do-not-stop-during-a-pandemic/
http://blog.brac.net/periods-do-not-stop-during-a-pandemic/
http://blog.brac.net/how-brac-international-scaled-up-response-to-covid-19/
http://blog.brac.net/how-brac-international-scaled-up-response-to-covid-19/
http://blog.brac.net/how-brac-international-scaled-up-response-to-covid-19/
http://blog.brac.net/how-brac-international-scaled-up-response-to-covid-19/
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html
https://www.drc.dk/news
https://drc.ngo/news/drc-global-event-2020-on-climate-change-environmental-degradation-and-forced-displacement
https://drc.ngo/news/drc-global-event-2020-on-climate-change-environmental-degradation-and-forced-displacement


   

  

Would you like to be part of a ground-breaking journey seeking to better understand and prepare the 
humanitarian sector to respond to climate change and environmental degradation? 
09.07.2020 
 
 
ECPAT  [to 11 July 2020]  
http://www.ecpat.net/news 
News & Updates 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Fountain House  [to 11 July 2020] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/  
Press Releases 
New Fountain House Research Department Will Examine the Impact of Community-Based 
Approaches to Mental Illness  
Posted on: July 9, 2020  
 
 
Humanity & Inclusion  [nee Handicap International]  [to 11 July 2020]  
https://hi.org/en/index 
All news 
Nepal: rehabilitation services maintained during the epidemic  
Nepal | PUBLISHED ON July 10th 2020  
 
COVID-19 adds to the misery of the homeless  
Togo | PUBLISHED ON July 9th 2020  
 
Call for good practices: inclusive recruitment  
 PUBLISHED ON July 9th 2020  
 
 
Heifer International  [to 11 July 2020] 
https://www.heifer.org/ 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HelpAge International  [to 11 July 2020]  
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/ 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
No new digest content identified. 

 
 
ICRC  [to 11 July 2020] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      

http://www.ecpat.net/news
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press
https://www.fountainhouse.org/news/new-fountain-house-research-department-will-examine-impact-community-based-approaches-mental
https://www.fountainhouse.org/news/new-fountain-house-research-department-will-examine-impact-community-based-approaches-mental
https://hi.org/en/index
https://hi.org/en/news/-nepal-rehabilitation-services-maintained-during-the-epidemic
https://hi.org/en/news/covid-19-adds-to-the-misery-of-the-homeless
https://hi.org/en/call-for-good-practices-inclusive-recruitment
https://www.heifer.org/
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new


   

  

Nigeria operational update: helping vulnerable communities to adjust to the economic 
impact of COVID-19 
In March 2020, the ICRC quickly adapted its operations in Nigeria to the challenges created by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
09-07-2020 | News release 
 
ICRC report: Climate change and conflict are a cruel combo that stalk the world’s most 
vulnerable 
Countries affected by conflict are also disproportionately impacted by climate change, a double threat 
that pushes people out of their homes, disrupts food production, cuts off supplies, amplifies diseases 
and weakens health-care services, the Intern 
09-07-2020 | News release 
 
Seven things you need to know about climate change and conflict 
Here's how countries enduring conflict are disproportionately affected by climate change and climate 
variability. 
09-07-2020 | Report 
 
A conflict without borders continues to play out in the Sahel 
When the outbreak of COVID-19 led to a global ceasefire, the fighting in the Sahel region continued 
unabated. 
08-07-2020 | News release 
 
 
IFRC   [to 11 July 2020] 
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
Europe, Middle East and North Africa 
Red Cross Red Crescent alarmed at increase in migrant drownings in Mediterranean  
Beirut/Budapest/Geneva, 10 July 2020 – Red Crescent societies in Tunisia and Libya are seeing an 
increase in drownings on the shores of North Africa. Warmer weather and relaxed COVID-19 lockdowns 
are thought to be behind an increase in numbers of peopl … 
10 July 2020 
 
 
International Medical Corps (IMC)   [to 11 July 2020] 
https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/ 
Story 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IRC  International Rescue Committee  [to 11 July 2020] 
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 
Media highlights 
Press Release  
David Miliband, President and CEO of the IRC, Statement on Adoption of UN Resolution 
Authorizing Cross-Border Aid into Syria 
July 10, 2020  

https://www.icrc.org/en/document/icrc-response-covid-19-nigeria
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/icrc-response-covid-19-nigeria
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/icrc-report-climate-change-and-conflict-are-cruel-combo-stalk-worlds-most-vulnerable
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/icrc-report-climate-change-and-conflict-are-cruel-combo-stalk-worlds-most-vulnerable
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/climate-change-and-conflict
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/conflict-without-borders-continues-play-out-sahel
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/red-cross-red-crescent-alarmed-increase-migrant-drownings-mediterranean/
https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/david-miliband-president-and-ceo-irc-statement-adoption-un-resolution-authorizing
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/david-miliband-president-and-ceo-irc-statement-adoption-un-resolution-authorizing


   

  

 
Press Release  
Statement from David Miliband on Russian and Chinese veto of Syria Cross Border 
Resolution as first COVID-19 case confirmed in Idlib 
July 10, 2020  
 
Press Release  
Libya: Lack of COVID-19 tests when boats return risks surge in cases, warns IRC 
July 9, 2020  
 
Press Release  
New streamlined approach to treat acute malnutrition brings same recovery in children at 
lower cost 
July 9, 2020  
 
Press Release  
With an alarming drop in funding for Yemen, millions of lives are in jeopardy, warns IRC 
July 9, 2020  
 
Press Release  
Aid agencies raise alarm over veto on cross-border aid to Syria 
July 8, 2020  
 
Statement  
IRC Statement Regarding the United States’ Withdrawal from World Health Organization 
July 8, 2020  
 
Press Release  
Refugees Are 60% More Likely To Be Financially Impacted By COVID-19, New Research 
Finds 
July 8, 2020  
 
Press Release  
David Miliband Statement on Veto of UN Resolution Authorizing Cross-Border Aid into 
Syria 
July 7, 2020  
 
 
IRCT  [to 11 July 2020] 
https://irct.org/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Islamic Relief Worldwide  [to 11 July 2020]  
https://www.islamic-relief.org/ 
Latest News  
25 years on: Let’s not forget the victims of the Srebrenica genocide 

https://www.rescue.org/press-release/statement-david-miliband-russian-and-chinese-veto-syria-cross-border-resolution-first
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/statement-david-miliband-russian-and-chinese-veto-syria-cross-border-resolution-first
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/libya-lack-covid-19-tests-when-boats-return-risks-surge-cases-warns-irc
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/new-streamlined-approach-treat-acute-malnutrition-brings-same-recovery-children-lower
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/new-streamlined-approach-treat-acute-malnutrition-brings-same-recovery-children-lower
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/alarming-drop-funding-yemen-millions-lives-are-jeopardy-warns-irc
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/aid-agencies-raise-alarm-over-veto-cross-border-aid-syria
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/irc-statement-regarding-united-states-withdrawal-world-health-organization
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/refugees-are-60-more-likely-be-financially-impacted-covid-19-new-research-finds
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/refugees-are-60-more-likely-be-financially-impacted-covid-19-new-research-finds
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/david-miliband-statement-veto-un-resolution-authorizing-cross-border-aid-syria
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/david-miliband-statement-veto-un-resolution-authorizing-cross-border-aid-syria
https://irct.org/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/25-years-on-lets-not-forget-the-victims-of-the-srebrenica-genocide/


   

  

Published: 9 July, 2020  
 
Islamic Relief pledges additional $10m for Yemen 
Published: 9 July, 2020  
  
 
Landsea   [to 11 July 2020] 
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Medecins du Monde   [to 11 July 2020]  
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Mercy Corps [to 11 July 2020] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
News Releases & Alerts  
July 11, 2020  
Aid Agencies Condemn Lapse of Syria Cross-Border Resolution 
Statement on behalf of the Syrian INGO Regional Forum (SIRF), NGO Forum, Syrian Networks League 
(SNL), and Syrian NGO...  
 
July 11, 2020  
Aid Agencies Deeply Concerned as Syria Aid Scaled Back 
Statement on behalf of the Syrian INGO Regional Forum (SIRF), NGO Forum, Syrian Networks League 
(SNL), and Syrian NGO...  
 
July 10, 2020  
News Alert: First Confirmed COVID-19 Case in Idlib, Syria 
The first case of COVID-19 has been confirmed in Idlib province, according to local health authorities. 
Kieren Barnes...  
 
July 09, 2020  
News Alert: UNSC Must Renew Syria Cross-border Resolution 
The UN Security Council has until Friday, July 10 to renew a crucial resolution which authorizes the 
delivery of cross...  
 
July 08, 2020  
Syria: Aid Agencies Raise Alarm Over Veto on Cross-Border Aid 
In a joint statement, the International Rescue Committee, World Vision International, Humanity and 
Inclusion, Norwegian...  
 
July 08, 2020  
News Alert: Lives and livelihoods - Africa’s Tough Balancing Act as COVID-19 Cases Pass 
the 500k Mark 
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COVID-19 cases in Africa have seen a steep rise in recent weeks, while at the same time, economic 
pressure is increasing...  
  
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 11 July 2020]  
http://www.msf.org/ 
Latest [Selected Announcements] 
Coronavirus COVID-19 pandemic  
As COVID-19 spreads, fear drives people away from hospitals in Yemen  
Press Release 9 Jul 2020  
 
Malawi  
Tackling a silent woman-killer in Malawi  
Voices from the Field 9 Jul 2020  
 
El Salvador  
People are dying at home amid collapsing health system in El Salvador  
Project Update 9 Jul 2020  
 
Cambodia  
Innovation needed to respond to COVID-19 in Cambodia  
Project Update 7 Jul 2020  
 
Access to medicines  
Governments must scale up better TB treatment as J&J drops crucial drug pr… 
Press Release 6 Jul 2020  
 
Iraq  
2019 MSF Iraq annual report  
Report 6 Jul 2020  
 
 
Operation Smile  [to 11 July 2020] 
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office 
Program Schedule 
Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve every 
opportunity for safe surgical care.  
 
  
OXFAM [to 11 July 2020] 
https://www.oxfam.org/en/ 
Selected News/Announcements        
Oxfam reaction to passage of UN Security Council resolution to extend cross-border aid 
into Syria 
11 July 2020 
“While we welcome the renewal of the resolution to allow cross-border aid, we are very concerned that 
the reduced crossing will limit the provision of clean water, food, shelter and healthcare on which 
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millions of Syrians rely," said Oxfam in Syria’s Country Director Moutaz Adham in response to news that 
the UN Security Council’s resolution allowing cross-border aid into Syria was renewed but modified. 
 
Oxfam response to the results of three votes on renewing the UNSC’s resolution allowing 
cross-border aid into Syria 
11 July 2020 
“As discussions and debating continues in New York for allowing aid into Syria, millions of Syrians who 
rely on this aid for clean water, food, shelter and healthcare, and who face the increasing threat of 
COVID-19, lie in the brink," said Oxfam in Syria’s Country Director Moutaz Adham in response to the 
results of three votes for allowing cross-border aid into Syria which have failed to extend the mandate 
of the cross border beyond Friday 10 July. 
 
12,000 people per day could die from Covid-19 linked hunger by end of year, potentially 
more than the disease, warns Oxfam 
9 July 2020 
As many as 12,000 people could die per day by the end of the year as a result of hunger linked to 
COVID-19, potentially more than could die from the disease, warned Oxfam in a new briefing published 
today. The global observed daily mortality rate for COVID-19 reached its highest recorded point in April 
2020 at just over 10,000 deaths per day. 
 
Oxfam reaction to the UNSC vote failing to extend cross-border aid into Syria  
8 July 2020 
“The failure to come to an agreement on the renewal of cross-border aid is a devastating blow to the 
millions of Syrian families who rely on this aid for clean water, food, health care and shelter," 
said Oxfam in Syria’s Country Director Moutaz Adham in response to the results of two votes on 
renewing the UN Security Council’s resolution allowing cross-border aid into Syria which have failed to 
extend the mandate beyond Friday 10 July. 
 
Gabriela Bucher appointed new Oxfam International Executive Director  
7 July 2020 
Oxfam International is pleased to announce Gabriela Bucher as its new Executive Director. Ms Bucher 
is a leader in the field of gender equality and human rights. She joins Oxfam from Plan International 
where she had a global leadership role as its Chief Operating Officer.  
  
 
Norwegian Refugee Council   [to 11 July 2020] 
http://www.nrc.no/ 
Latest news  
Press release 
Syria: aid agencies raise alarm over veto on cross-border aid 
Published 09. Jul 2020  
   In a joint statement, the International Rescue Committee, World Vision International, Humanity and 
Inclusion, Norwegian Refugee Council, Mercy Corps, People in Need and CARE International raise the 
alarm over the veto on cross-border aid into Syria:  
 
 
Pact  [to 11 July 2020] 
http://www.pactworld.org/  
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Latest News  
July 7, 2020 
AIDS 2020: Evidence-based approaches for reaching HIV epidemic control among children 
and adolescents  
   Community and clinical service providers working together to meet the needs of children and 
adolescents living with HIV. Digging deep into data to identify...  
 
 
Partners In Health  [to 11 July 2020] 
https://www.pih.org/news 
News      
Jul 09, 2020  
Research: Adolescents In Peru Face Barriers to HIV Treatment Adherence  
PIH researchers are investigating why adolescents in Peru face barriers to HIV treatment adherence 
and piloting an intervention program grounded in community-based accompaniment.  
 
Jul 08, 2020  
As COVID-19 Cases Mount in Peru, Medical and Social Support Are Key  
PIH’s systems strengthening over the years has paved the way for a quick and comprehensive 
response to COVID-19 in Peru, even as the country scrambles for resources to stave off a stubborn 
pandemic and an alarming surge of cases.  
 
Jul 08, 2020  
Statement on U.S. Withdrawal from WHO  
PIH joins other public and human rights groups in opposing the decision by the current administration 
to withdraw from WHO and calls on Congress to continue appropriations to support the global body.  
 
Jul 07, 2020  
Sierra Leone Ebola Lessons Shaping Massachusetts COVID-19 Response  
"From Tonkolili to Tewksbury," as Dr. Joia Mukherjee said, community-based contact tracing has been 
a foundation of efforts against Ebola and COVID-19.  
 
 
PATH  [to 11 July 2020]  
https://www.path.org/media-center/  
Selected Announcements 
PATH recognized at AIDS 2020 for research on promoting community-led HIV services in 
Vietnam 
July 8, 2020 by PATH  
   Yesterday, at the 23rd International AIDS Conference (AIDS 2020), PATH’s Bao Ngoc Vu, MD, 
received one of the International AIDS Society/Merck Sharpe & Dohme Prizes for Operational and 
Implementation Research in Differentiated Service Delivery in recognition of outstanding research in 
differentiated service delivery… 
 
PATH receives new five-year contract from USAID for malaria vaccine research and 
development 
   Seattle, WA, July 7, 2020 – PATH is proud to announce a new five-year, $27 million partnership with 
the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) to develop a next-generation malaria 
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vaccine. The project will focus on identifying and advancing vaccines with greatest potential to benefit 
those at highest risk of disease and death from malaria. Despite impressive declines in malaria deaths 
and cases over the past two decades, progress has stalled, and malaria continues to kill over 400,000 
people each year; young African children remain most vulnerable. New tools are urgently needed to 
reduce disease and death attributable to malaria, and to accelerate elimination and eventual 
eradication… 
 
 
Plan International/BORNEfonden  [to 11 July 2020] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Save The Children [to 11 July 2020] 
https://www.savethechildren.net/news 
News 
11 July 2020 - Global 
STATEMENT ON THE RENEWAL OF THE UN CROSS BORDER RESOLUTION 
 
10 July 2020 - Global 
COVID-19: It’s time for a new ‘social contract’ for the 21st century 
 
10 July 2020 - Yemen 
YEMEN: Tens of thousands of severely malnourished children are left without treatment 
since March 
 
9 July 2020 - Syria 
First COVID-19 case in North West Syria: fears of rapid outbreak in this densely populated 
area 
 
9 July 2020 - Sudan 
Number of Sudanese children facing extreme hunger doubles to 1.1 million due to impact 
of COVID-19 
 
 
SOS-Kinderdorf International  [to 11 July 2020] 
https://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/news 
All News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Tostan  [to 11 July 2020] 
http://www.tostan.org 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Women for Women International  [to 11 July 2020]  
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https://www.womenforwomen.org/ 
Article 
July 1, 2020  
By: Audry Shematsi 
We are Congolese Women, and We Are Leaders  
Democratic Republic of the Congo 
 
 
World Vision  [to 11 July 2020] 
http://wvi.org/ 
Newsroom  
World Vision calls for Security Council to immediately reconvene as deadline to renew 
cros...  
July 10th 2020  
 
SYRIA: Aid agencies raise alarm over veto on cross-border aid  
July 9th 2020  
 
Syria UN resolution: Stop playing politics with people's lives  
July 8th 2020  
 
Asia’s Most Vulnerable Children on the Brink due to COVID-19  
July 8th 2020  
 
As familys' incomes plummet, millions of children go hungry, are forced to work or beg  
July 7th 2020  
 
:::::: 
 
Electronic Frontiers Foundation 
https://www.eff.org/updates?type=press_release 
Press Release | July 8, 2020  
EFF To Supreme Court: Violating Terms of Service Isn’t a Crime Under the CFAA 
   Washington, D.C.—The Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF) and leading cybersecurity experts today 
urged the Supreme Court to rein in the scope of the Computer Fraud and Abuse Act (CFAA)—and 
protect the security research we all rely on to keep us safe—by holding that accessing computers in 
ways that violate terms... 
    
  
Freedom House [to 11 July 2020] 
https://freedomhouse.org/ 
Latest Updates  
Gabon: Freedom House Welcomes Decriminalization of Same-sex Relations  
Press release   July 9, 2020 
 
Turkey: Büyükada Trial Verdict Lays Bare Assault on Human Rights  
Press release   July 9, 2020 
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How to Avoid an Election Crisis in November  
Perspectives   July 8, 2020 
 
 
Human Rights Watch  [to 11 July 2020] 
https://www.hrw.org/ 
Featured Commentary, Announcements, Statements 
July 8, 2020  
US: Alabama Missing Ways to Improve Young People’s Health  
Alabama is failing to enact policies to improve health outcomes for its young people, Human Rights 
Watch said in a report released today. 
Watch the Video  
Read the Report  
 
July 10, 2020  News Release  
Pakistan: Free Editor; Stop Harassing Family Members  
   
July 10, 2020  News Release  
Iran: Death Penalty for Protest-Related Charges  
Africa  
 
July 10, 2020  News Release  
Cameroon: Civilians Forced to Do Guard Dut 
 
 
Transparency International  [to 11 July 2020] 
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases 
Press Releases 
Wirecard scandal: Transparency Germany calls for reform of financial supervision and 
better protection of whistleblowers 
A statement from Transparency International Germany 
   Berlin, July 7, 2020 – In response to the Wirecard scandal, the anti-corruption organization 
Transparency International Germany is calling for a fundamental reform of financial supervision and a…  
 
::::: 
 
ChildFund Alliance  [to 11 July 2020] 
https://childfundalliance.org/ 
News/ Statements 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
CONCORD  [to 11 July 2020] 
http://concordeurope.org/  
Latest News and Events 
No new digest content identified. 
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The Elders  [to 11 July 2020] 
http://theelders.org/news-media 
Selected Press Releases and Major Announcements 
Speech 
COVID-19 has underscored the importance of resilient health systems 
08 Jul 2020 
   Cautioning against imbalanced health spending as the world recovers from the COVID-19 pandemic, 
Gro Harlem Brundtland calls on leaders to accelerate progress on achieving Universal Health Coverage. 
UHC 
 
Speech 
A century ago, too few leaders had the courage to tackle global threats collectively. Will 
today's leaders step up? 
08 Jul 2020 
   Warning about the terrible consequences of the failures of multilateralism and far-sighted leadership, 
Ban Ki-moon urges inclusive governance and collective action to solve global challenges. 
Ethical Leadership 
 
 
Evidence Aid   [to 11 July 2020] 
http://www.evidenceaid.org/ 
Latest Content  
Psychological effects of virus outbreaks on healthcare workers (research from before April 
2020)Added July 9, 2020 
read more 
 
Biocidal agents inactivate coronaviruses on inanimate surfaces (search done on 28 
January 2020)Added July 9, 2020 
read more 
 
Viral respiratory infections associated with the Hajj pilgrimageAdded July 7, 2020 
read more 
 
COPD and smoking in COVID-19 patients (search done on 24 March 2020)Added July 7, 
2020 
 
 
Gavi [to 11 July 2020] 
https://www.gavi.org/ 
News releases  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Getty Conservation Institute   [to 11 July 2020] 
https://www.getty.edu/research/ 
Latest News  
No new digest content identified. 
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Global Fund  [to 11 July 2020] 
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Hilton Prize Coalition [to 11 July 2020] 
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ICVA - International Council of Voluntary Agencies   [to 11 July 2020] 
https://icvanetwork.org/ 
Latest resources, events, content 
Upcoming events 
GBV Risk Mitigation  
July 29, 2020 - 11:00am to 1:00pm 
Online 
 
30 Years of Uncertainty: Myanmar Refugees Living on the Thailand-Myanmar Border  
July 15, 2020 - 2:00pm to 3:30pm 
Online 
 
Webinar: Funding for Gender in COVID-19 Response  
July 20, 2020 - 11:00am to 12:30pm 
online 
 
 
InterAction  [to 11 July 2020] 
http://www.interaction.org/ 
Humanitarian Practice  
Developing an Evaluation Framework for Gender-Based Violence Prevention 
Katryna Mahoney, Keri Baughman  
Jul 9, 2020  
 
Humanitarian Practice  
InterAction’s Results-Based Protection Field Support 
Katryna Mahoney, Keri Baughman  
Jul 9, 2020  
 
Crises & Countries in Conflict  
InterAction Statement on the Termination of the US’ Relationship with the WHO 
InterAction  
Jul 7, 2020  
 
Crises & Countries in Conflict  
Ending Child Rape in Sierra Leone 
Haley Clark, 
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Heather Hill  
Jul 6, 2020  
 
Blog Post  
InterAction Appoints Julien Schopp as Vice President of Humanitarian Policy and Practice 
InterAction  
Jul 6, 2020  
 
:::::: 
 
3ie  International Initiative for Impact Evaluation [to 11 July 2020] 
https://www.3ieimpact.org/ 
Publications 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CHS Alliance  [to 11 July 2020] 
http://chsalliance.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Development Initiatives   [to 11 July 2020] 
http://devinit.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
::::::  
 
Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action 
(ALNAP)     [to 11 July 2020] 
http://www.alnap.org/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 11 July 2020] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre 
LATEST PRESS RELEASES 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
EHLRA/R2HC/HIF   [to 11 July 2020] 
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Geneva Centre of Humanitarian Studies [nee CERAH] – [to 11 July 2020] 
https://humanitarianstudies.ch/ 
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News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Groupe URD   [to 11 July 2020] 
https://www.urd.org/en/ 
Publications  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Humanitarian Studies Association  [to 11 July 2020] 
https://ihsa.info/  

Resources 
Weekly Humanitarian blog posts selection 
Closed borders, disasters and Covid-19: The joint effects on forced displacement 
Selection#15 (29th June to 5th of July) 
   This week, we return to issues of migration and forced displacement.  Posts cover issues ranging 
from why it has become more difficult to claim asylum, to increased displacement due to Covid-19 
combined with other disasters, to the risks caused by border closures, and risks associated with 
evicting refugees from safe accomodation in the UK. Other topics include the Security Councils 
endorsement, finally, of a global ceasefire and why it took so long, and the localisation of food systems 
in response to Covid-19. Issues of racism and the need to decolonise humanitarianism, and how to 
promote inclusion, continue to be a major theme this week.  We are also inviting you to submit papers 
for a special issue of Humanitarian Alternatives on Covid-19. 
 
 
INEE – an international network for education in emergencies   [to 11 July 2020] 
http://www.ineesite.org/en/news 
News 
Widespread Attacks on Education Worldwide More than 11,000 attacks in Past 5 Years  
Published by Global Coalition to Protect Education from Attack (GCPEA) 
10 July 2020  
   More than 22,000 students, teachers, and academics were injured, killed, or harmed in attacks on 
education during armed conflict or insecurity over the past five years, according to Education under 
Attack 2020, a new 300-page report published today by the Global Coalition to Protect Education 
from Attack (GCPEA). 
 
 
Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP)  [to 11 July 2020] 
https://phap.org/ 
Association news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Sphere  [to 11 July 2020] 
https://spherestandards.org/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
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Start Network [to 11 July 2020] 
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs 
News and Blog  
Learning from ARC Replica in Senegal 
by  Sarah Barr     
08 Jul 20  
  African Risk Capacity (ARC) is a pioneering initiative designed to transform climate risk management 
across sub-Saharan Africa, transferring risk away from communities and governments through 
insurance…. 
 
:::::: 
 
Brookings 
http://www.brookings.edu/ 
Accessed 11 July 2020 
Latest Research 
Report  
Optimizing Assessment for All: Assessment as a stimulus for scaling 21st century skills in 
education systems 
Esther Care 
Friday, July 10, 2020  
 
Financial Regulation  
Reducing bias in AI-based financial services 
Aaron Klein 
Friday, July 10, 2020  
 
Report  
The impact of the COVID-19 crisis on trade: Recent evidence from East Africa 
Andrew Mold and Anthony Mveyange 
Thursday, July 9, 2020  
 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Families, Communities, and Education  
Working parents are key to COVID-19 recovery 
Nicole Bateman 
Wednesday, July 8, 2020  
 
Report  
Europe changes its mind on China 
Thomas Wright 
July 2020  
 
 
Center for Global Development    [to 11 July 2020] 
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center 
Selected Publications, News and Events 
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July 10, 2020 
Trade Liberalization and Chinese Students in US Higher Education 
We highlight a lesser known consequence of China’s growth and integration into the world economy in 
relation to the United States: the rise of services trade. We demonstrate that the US’s trade deficit in 
goods cycle back as a surplus in exports of education services. Focusing on China’s accession to the 
World Trade Organization, we show that Chinese cities more exposed to this trade liberalization 
episode sent more students to US universities. 
Gaurav Khanna , Kevin Shih , Ariel Weinberger , Mingzhi Xu and Miaojie Yu  
 
July 9, 2020 
China’s Foreign Aid: A Primer for Recipient Countries, Donors, and Aid Providers 
This note aims to help recipient countries understand Chinese aid management and structures by 
providing an overview of those structures and what they mean for the future of aid from China. The 
note takes into account two key shifts in Chinese aid management in recent years: the formation of 
CIDCA, and the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). We hope this note will also be of interest to 
development practitioners seeking to better engage with China or to learn from China’s experience. 
Leah Lynch , Sharon Andersen and Tianyu Zhu  
 
July 9, 2020 
China’s Aid from the Bottom Up: Recipient Country Reporting on Chinese Development 
Cooperation Flows 
This policy paper aims to fill this gap by shedding light on China’s global impact “from the bottom up.” 
The paper uses three rounds of data submitted since 2014 by countries receiving Chinese aid to a 
process known as the “Global Partnership for Effective Development Cooperation.” To supplement the 
data, the paper also includes results of surveys and a series of interviews with key individuals involved 
in reporting Chinese development cooperation data within recipient countries. 
Jonathan Glennie , Peter Grinsted and Hannah Ryder  
 
July 8, 2020  
Locked Down and Left Behind: The Impact of COVID-19 on Refugees’ Economic Inclusion 
low- and middle-income countries are especially vulnerable to the economic impacts of the COVID-19 
pandemic. Based on data from eight hosting countries before COVID-19, we find that refugees are 60 
percent more likely than host populations to be working in highly impacted sectors, such as 
accommodation and food services, manufacturing, and retail. 
Helen Dempster , Thomas Ginn , Jimmy Graham , Martha Guerrero Ble , Daphne Jayasinghe and Barri 
Shorey  
 
 
CSIS  [to 11 July 2020] 
https://www.csis.org/ 
Selected Reports 
Report 
NC3: Challenges Facing the Future System 
July 9, 2020 | Rebecca Hersman, Eric Brewer, Suzanne Claeys This brief is the first in the PONI Deep 
Dive Debrief series that explores emerging or contentious nuclear challenges. It focuses on emerging 
political, informational, and fiscal risks to U.S. nuclear command, control, and communications (NC3) 
architecture.  
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Report 
Hidden Harbors: China’s State-backed Shipping Industry 
July 8, 2020 | Jude Blanchette, Jonathan E. Hillman, Maesea McCalpin, Mingda Qiu China's state-owned 
and private companies are increasingly dominant across the global maritime supply chain, aided by an 
opaque system of formal and informal government support that is unrivaled in both its scale and scope.  
 
Report 
Afghanistan: The Prospects for a Real Peace 
July 7, 2020 | Anthony H. Cordesman The United States is pursuing a peace effort in Afghanistan that 
faces severe limits to producing an enduring peace, writes CSIS’s Burke Chair in Strategy.  
 
Report 
South Korea’s Growing 5G Dilemma 
July 7, 2020 | John Hemmings South Korea faces growing pressure from both the U.S. and China as 
the recent 5G debate highlights Korea’s emerging security-trade dilemma and dual role as home to 
both the suppliers of and competitors to Chinese 5G firms.  
 
Report 
Offense–Defense Integration for Missile Defeat 
July 6, 2020 | Brian R. Green Despite broad interest, little progress has been made toward the 
integration of offenses with missile defenses, or even defining the concept. Its implementation would 
require considerable change in terms of policy, doctrine, organization, training, materiel, and 
personnel.  
 
Report 
Race to the Top: The Case for a New U.S. International Energy Policy 
July 6, 2020 | Sarah Ladislaw, Nikos Tsafos Race to the Top recommends a new U.S. international 
energy policy based on reinvesting in domestic energy competitiveness and encouraging an 
international “race to the top.”  
 
 
ODI   [to 11 July 2020] 
https://www.odi.org/  
Selected Press Releases & Reports 
Improving transparency of lending to sovereign governments 
Working and discussion papers | July 2020 | Shakira Mustapha and Rodrigo Olivares-Caminal 
This paper looks at how debt transparency can be strengthened. 
 
Urbanisation and human mobility: fact sheets 
Briefing papers | July 2020 | Laetitia Pettinotti and Anita Vukovic 
An overview of existing research and evidence on some key dimensions of sustainable urban 
development and human mobility. 
 
Covid-19: a watershed moment for collective approaches to community engagement? 
Briefing papers | July 2020 | Oliver Lough and Kerrie Holloway 
How to strengthen collective approaches to communication and community engagement as a critical 
element of the Covid-19 response in humanitarian settings. 
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RoRI [Research on Research Institute]  [to 11 July 2020] 
http://researchonresearch.org/ 
We're an open and independent new initiative providing data, analysis and intelligence on how to make 
research systems more strategic, open, diverse and inclusive. 
RoRI News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Urban Institute   [to 11 July 2020] 
https://www.urban.org/publications 
Publications 
Adults in Families Losing Jobs during the Pandemic Also Lost Employer-Sponsored Health 
Insurance  
The recession caused by the COVID-19 pandemic is expected to lead to losses of employer-sponsored 
health insurance coverage (ESI) and a rise in uninsurance, testing the health care safety net 
established by the Affordable Care Act (ACA). In this brief, we provide the first nationally 
representative estimates of changes in coverage during the initial months of the recession. We focus 
on changes occurring between  
Michael Karpman, Stephen Zuckerman, Graeme Peterson 
July 10, 2020  
Brief 
  
Almost Half of Adults in Families Losing Work during the Pandemic Avoided Health Care 
Because of Costs or COVID-19 Concerns  
The COVID-19 pandemic and resulting economic downturn are posing new challenges for families 
seeking health care. Not only have many providers rescheduled patient visits or closed their practices 
because of the pandemic, but patients have also shied away from seeing their regular physicians. 
Forgone or delayed care because of cost or fear of exposure to the novel coronavirus will not affect 
everyone the same way Dulce Gonzalez, Stephen Zuckerman, Genevieve M. Kenney, Michael Karpman 
July 10, 2020  
Brief 
  
Health Insurance Coverage Declined for Nonelderly Americans between 2017 and 2018, 
Leaving Nonexpansion States Further Behind  
The primary health insurance coverage reforms of the Affordable Care Act took effect on January 1, 
2014. Between 2013 and 2016, the uninsurance rate for nonelderly Americans from birth to age 64 fell 
every year, and 18.5 million more Americans had health insurance coverage in 2016 than in 2013. 
However, between 2016 and 2017, uninsurance increased by 0.2 percentage points. Using the 
American Community Survey, we  
Laura Skopec, John Holahan, Joshua Aarons 
July 9, 2020  
Research Report 
  
A Synthetic Supplemental Public-Use File of Low-Income Information Return Data: 
Methodology, Utility, and Privacy Implications  
The Statistics of Income division of the Internal Revenue Service releases an annual public-use file of 
individual income tax returns that is invaluable to tax analysts in government agencies, nonprofit 
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research organizations, and the private sector. However, the Statistics of Income division has had to 
take increasingly aggressive measures to protect the data against growing disclosure risks, such as a 
data  
Claire Bowen, Leonard E. Burman, Surachai Khitatrakun, Graham MacDonald, Robert McClelland, Philip 
Stallworth, Kyle Ueyama, Aaron R. Williams, Noah Zwiefel 
July 9, 2020  
Research Report 
  
Can We Measure School Quality Using Publicly Available Data?  
School-level achievement results drive high-stakes decisions but are often a reflection of the students a 
school serves, rather than the quality of the school itself. In this report, we assess whether publicly 
available data on school test scores and student characteristics can be used to generate high-quality 
measures of schools’ effects on student achievement. We find that adjusting for student demographics  
Tomas Monarrez, Matthew Chingos 
July 9, 2020  
Research Report 
  
New Mobility and Equity: Insights for Medium Size Cities  
“New mobility” technologies, such as car sharing, ride sharing, ride sourcing, electric scooters, and 
dockless and docked bike sharing, are providing residents a growing number of options to travel within 
and across neighborhoods (Clewlow, Foti, and Separd-Ohto 2018). These forms of mobility provide on-
demand transportation options and operate outside traditional public transportation systems. As new 
mobility  
Martha Fedorowicz, Emily Bramhall, Mark Treskon, Richard Ezike 
July 7, 2020  
Research Report 
  
2020 Poverty Projections  
To inform federal and state decisions about policies to mitigate material hardship created by the 
current economic and public health crises, Urban is using its Analysis of Transfers, Taxes, and Income 
Security (ATTIS) microsimulation model to project poverty rates for 2020. We project that without the 
current COVID response policies in place (no stimulus checks, and no expansions to SNAP or 
unemployment benefits  
Linda Giannarelli, Laura Wheaton, Gregory Acs 
July 6, 2020  
Brief 
  
 
The Wistar Institute   [to 11 July 2020] 
https://www.wistar.org/news/press-releases 
Press Released 
The Wistar Institute Appoints Chengyu Liang, M.D., Ph.D., as Professor in Its Cancer 
Center   
   PHILADELPHIA — (July 6, 2020) — The Wistar Institute, an international biomedical research leader 
in cancer, immunology and infectious diseases, announces the appointment of Chengyu Liang, M.D., 
Ph.D., as professor in the Molecular & Cellular Oncogenesis Program of The Wistar Institute Cancer 
Center.  
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   The Liang laboratory is focused on understanding the mechanisms that regulate fundamental cellular 
processes such as autophagy, cell death, DNA damage repair, and membrane trafficking in the context 
of cancer and infectious disease.  
 
 
World Economic Forum    [to 11 July 2020] 
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/ 
Media 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
*                      *                       *                        * 
 
 

:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will primarily monitor press/media releases announcing key initiatives and new research from a 
growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, humanitarian 
response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended to be exhaustive, but 
indicative.  
 
 

Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 11 July 2020] 
https://alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/ 
News  
Old age changes the way blood accesses the brain 
July 7, 2020 
   A new study in mice shows that contrary to longstanding dogma, blood proteins easily cross into the 
brain, but transport machinery breaks down with age 
 
Press Release 
The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society, The Mark Foundation for Cancer Research and The 
Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group Partner to Award $6.75M in New Grants to Drive the Next 
Wave of Novel Cancer Therapies 
July 1, 2020 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 11 July 2020] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Blue Meridian Partners [to 11 July 2020] 
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/ 
Blue Meridian Partners is a new capital aggregation collaboration that plans to invest at least $1 billion 
in high-performance nonprofits that are poised to have truly national impact for economically 
disadvantaged children and youth.  
No new digest content identified. 
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Annie E. Casey Foundation   [to 11 July 2020] 
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/ 
Newsroom 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clinton Foundation  [to 11 July 2020] 
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements 
Statement  
July 11, 2020  
Statement by President Bill Clinton on the 25th Anniversary of the Srebrenica Genocide 
 
 
Co Impact   [to 11 July 2020] 
www.co-impact.io 
Co-Impact is a global philanthropic collaborative for systems change focused on improving the lives of 
millions of people around the world. 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Ford Foundation  [to 11 July 2020] 
http://www.fordfoundation.org/ 
The Latest 
In The Headlines 10 July 2020  
Darren Walker: How to disrupt philanthropy in response to crisis  
Darren Walker's TED Interview on the Covid-19 pandemic and philanthropy 
 
Equals Change Blog 9 July 2020  
Reconstructing American News  
By Farai Chideya  
 
 
J. Paul Getty Trust  [to 11 July 2020] 
http://news.getty.edu/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 11 July 2020] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

Grameen Foundation    [to 11 July 2020] 
https://grameenfoundation.org/stories/press-releases 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
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William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  [to 11 July 2020] 
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/  
Latest Updates  
Q&A with Leticia Corona: Learning with funders about diversity, equity, and inclusion in 
international grantmaking   
Global Development and Population   July 8, 2020  
 
 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  [to 11 July 2020] 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
Our News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IKEA Foundation    [to 11 July 2020] 
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/ 
Stories 
How our partners are reaching the most remote communities during COVID-19 
   The IKEA Foundation has donated €1.5 million to our partner Start Network to support their work 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. This donation comes from the €10 million fund we have committed... 
July 9, 2020 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 11 July 2020] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news  
Research   Jul 1 2020  
How to Precisely Edit Mitochondrial DNA  
   A gene editing tool based on a bacterial toxin can make precise changes to mitochondrial DNA inside 
cells. 
 
 
Kaiser Family Foundation  [to 11 July 2020] 
https://www.kff.org/search/?post_type=press-release 
July 10, 2020 News Release  
New State Fact Sheets Highlight Key Data About Mental Health and Substance Use Needs 
and Capacity 
The COVID-19 pandemic and resulting economic downturn are taking a toll on mental health for many 
Americans, with large shares of the public saying that related worry and stress is having a negative 
effect on their mental health. A new KFF analysis and series of state fact sheets examine mental… 
July 10, 2020 News Release  
 
As the COVID-19 Pandemic Shifts to the South and West, the Disparate Impact on 
Communities of Color Will Follow 
The geographic shift of the nation’s worst COVID-19 outbreaks to states in the South and West is 
expected to intensify the well-documented disparities in the health and economic impacts of the 
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pandemic on people of color — especially Hispanics, according to a new KFF analysis. Twenty-three of 
the 33 states identified… 
July 6, 2020 News Release  
 
KFF/UNAIDS Analysis Finds Donor Governments Spent US$7.8 Billion for HIV in 2019, 
Down Almost $200 Million From the Previous Year 
Half of the 14 donor governments analyzed in the study decreased their spending on global HIV efforts 
from 2018 to 2019; six increased; and one held steady. Donor government funding supports HIV care 
and treatment, prevention and other services in low- and middle-income countries. 
 
 
Kellogg Foundation  [to 11 July 2020] 
https://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media 
Selected Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Aga Khan Foundation   [to 11 July 2020] 
https://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
MacArthur Foundation  [to 11 July 2020] 
http://www.macfound.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation   [to 11 July 2020] 

https://mellon.org/ 
Mellon News, Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation [to 11 July 2020] 
https://www.moore.org/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
  
Open Society Foundations  [to 11 July 2020] 
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/newsroom 
Press releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation  [to 11 July 2020] 
http://www.packard.org/news/ 

https://www.kff.org/global-health-policy/press-release/kff-unaids-analysis-finds-donor-governments-spent-us7-8-billion-for-hiv-in-2019-down-almost-200-million-from-the-previous-year/
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News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Pew Charitable Trusts  [to 11 July 2020] 
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room 
Press Releases & Statements  
July 7, 2020 
Pew: Consumer Financial Protection Bureau Abandons Payday Loan Safeguards 
 
Opinion 
July 7, 2020 
Is There A Sustainable Future for UK Fisheries? 
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 11 July 2020] 
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/ 
The Latest  
Human Impact Entrepreneurs Use Solar Power to Sew Masks and Provide Comfort Jul 08-
2020  
 
Human Impact Saving Lives During Covid-19 with Immunization Continuity Jul 08-2020  
 
Report AI+1: Shaping Our Integrated Future Jul 08-2020  
 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  [to 11 July 2020] 
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/  
Latest News and Highlights 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Science Philanthropy Alliance   [to 11 July 2020] 
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/ 
“…a group of organizations working together to increase philanthropic support for basic scientific 
research on a global basis…” 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SDG Philanthropy Platform 
http://sdgfunders.org/ 
SDG Philanthropy Platform is a collaboration between philanthropy and the greater international 
development community led by Foundation Center, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
and Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, and supported by the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, Ford 
Foundation and the MasterCard Foundation, the Brach Family Foundation, and other key organizations 
such as Asociación de Fundaciones Empresariales (AFE) in Colombia, Brach Family Charitable 
Foundation, CAF America, Council on Foundations, East Africa Association of Grantmakers (EAAG), 

http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room
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European Foundation Centre, Filantropi Indonesia (FI), GlobalGiving, The Humanitarian Forum, World 
Congress of Muslim Philanthropists, and Worldwide Initiatives for Grantmaker Support (WINGS). 
Selected Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation  [to 11 July 2020] 
https://sloan.org/about/press  
Press Releases  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 11 July 2020] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 

:::::: 
 
Candid [formerly Foundation Center and GuideStar]  [to 11 July 2020 
https://candid.org/about/press-room?fcref=pg 
Press Room 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Council on Foundations  [to 11 July 2020] 
https://www.cof.org/newsroom 
Newsroom 
No new digest content identified. 

 
 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 
 

:: Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in human 
rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be exhaustive. We will 
add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon recommendation from 
readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content but note that successful access 
to some of the articles and other content may require subscription or other access arrangement unique 
to the publisher. Please suggest additional journals you feel warrant coverage. 
 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
July 2020 Volume 48, Issue 7, p733-858  
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
July 2020 Volume 59, Issue 1, p1-148  
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
July 2020  110(7) 
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
Volume 103, Issue 1, July 2020  
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/14761645/103/1 
Editorial  
The World Needs 6 Million More Nurses: What Are We Waiting For?  
Stella Aguinaga Bialous and Kimberly Baltzell  
Pages: 1–2  
https://doi.org/10.4269/ajtmh.20-0451  
 
Editorial  
Mobile Health Technology for Enhancing the COVID-19 Response in Africa: A Potential 
Game Changer?  
Jean B. Nachega, Rory Leisegang, Oscar Kallay, Edward J. Mills, Alimuddin Zumla and Richard T. Lester  
Pages: 3–5  
https://doi.org/10.4269/ajtmh.20-0506  
 
Stories from the Field  
Mass Drug Administration and Worms Experience in Africa: Envisage Repurposing 
Ivermectin for SARS-COV-2  
Claire Njeri Wamae  
Pages: 10–11  
https://doi.org/10.4269/ajtmh.20-0295  
 
Perspective Piece  
Recommendations for the COVID-19 Response at the National Level Based on Lessons 
Learned from the Ebola Virus Disease Outbreak in the Democratic Republic of the Congo  
Linda Meta Mobula, Hadia Samaha, Michel Yao, Abdou Salam Gueye, Boubacar Diallo, Chantal 
Umutoni, Julienne Anoko, Jean-Pierre Lokonga, Luigi Minikulu, Mathias Mossoko, Emanuele Bruni, 
Simone Carter, Thibaut Jombart, Ibrahima Soce Fall and Steve Ahuka-Mundeke  
Pages: 12–17  
https://doi.org/10.4269/ajtmh.20-0256  
 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
7 July 2020   Volume 173, Issue 1 
http://annals.org/aim/issue 
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[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Antiquity – A Review of World Archeology 
Issue 375 - June 2020 
https://antiquity.ac.uk/latest 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Artificial Intelligence – An International Journal 
Volume 285  August 2020 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/artificial-intelligence/vol/285/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed 11 July 2020) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Global Health 
June 2020 - Volume 5 - 7 
https://gh.bmj.com/content/5/7 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 11 July 2020) 
Immigration, acculturation, and preferred help-seeking sources for depression: 
comparison of five ethnic groups  
Immigrants are more likely than the majority population to have unmet needs for public mental health 
services. This study aims to understand potential ethnic differences in preferred help-seeking sources 
for d...  
Authors: Valeria Markova, Gro M. Sandal and Ståle Pallesen 
Citation: BMC Health Services Research 2020 20:648  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 11 July 2020 
 
 
BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 11 July 2020) 
Paradoxical long-term impact of maternal influenza infection on neonates and infants  
Pregnant women are at high risk of influenza-related morbidity and mortality. In addition, maternal 
influenza infection may lead to adverse birth outcomes. However, there is insufficient data on long-
term impa...  
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Authors: Joon Young Song, Keon Vin Park, Sung Won Han, Min Joo Choi, Ji Yun Noh, Hee Jin Cheong, 
Woo Joo Kim, Min-Jeong Oh and Geum Joon Cho 
Citation: BMC Infectious Diseases 2020 20:502  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 11 July 2020 
 
Inequalities in measles immunization coverage in Ethiopia: a cross-sectional analysis of 
demographic and health surveys 2000–2016  
Ethiopia has low measles immunization coverage and little is known about the disparities surrounding 
what coverage is provided. This study assessed disparities in measles immunization and its change 
over time ...  
Authors: Gebretsadik Shibre, Betregiorgis Zegeye, Dina Idriss-Wheeler and Sanni Yaya 
Citation: BMC Infectious Diseases 2020 20:481  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 7 July 2020 
 
 
BMC Medical Ethics  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 
(Accessed 11 July 2020)  
Making researchers responsible: attributions of responsibility and ambiguous notions of 
culture in research codes of conduct  
Research codes of conduct offer guidance to researchers with respect to which values should be 
realized in research practices, how these values are to be realized, and what the respective 
responsibilities of the individual and the institution are in this. However, the question of how the 
responsibilities are to be divided between the individual and the institution has hitherto received little 
attention. We therefore performed an analysis of research codes of conduct to investigate how 
responsibilities are positioned as individual or institutional, and how the boundary between the two is 
drawn. 
Authors: Govert Valkenburg, Guus Dix, Joeri Tijdink and Sarah de Rijcke 
Citation: BMC Medical Ethics 2020 21:56  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 7 July 2020 
 
 
BMC Medicine 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content 
(Accessed 11 July 2020)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content 
(Accessed 11 July 2020) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Public Health 
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one another whatever our past and present differences. Taking a long view, the stakes are just too 
high. As a first step we need to support publication of efforts in all domains—research, programming, 
service delivery, and activism—that can help to ensure the health and human rights of all people, and 
however “sensitive” the issue, do not slide off the table simply because it’s a complicated political 
moment. We risk losing not only the gains made so far, but attention and support for the very many 
tough issues at the crux of health and human rights work. We need more than ever to draw attention 
to all that is happening to undermine health and rights, and collectively determine how to directly take 
this on wherever we work. This is not simply a matter of academic concern. It tangibly matters for the 
health and lives of people around the globe. Twenty-five years since its inception, the importance of 
the Journal, and the space it provides to keep critical issues on the table in academic, policy, and 
programmatic discussions, has never been greater.. 
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In the lead article, Natalie Roberts reflects on the extent to which humanitarian actors have applied 
learning from the outbreak in West Africa in 2014–2016. Richard Kojan and colleagues report on the 
NGO ALIMA’s flexible, patient-centred approach to reducing mortality, Marcela Ascuntar reflects on 
lessons learned from community feedback and Bernard Balibuno, Emanuel Mbuna Badjonga and 
Howard Mollett highlight the crucial role faith-based organisations have played in the response. In their 
article, Theresa Jones, Noé Kasali and Olivia Tulloch outline the work of the Bethesda counselling 
centre in Beni, which provides support to grieving families. Reflecting on findings from a recent 
assessment by Translators without Borders, Ellie Kemp describes the challenges involved in providing 
clear and accessible information on Ebola and the response, and Sung Joon Park and colleagues 
explain how humane care and treatment can help increase trust and confidence in the response. 
Stephen Mugamba and his co-authors highlight the importance of community involvement in Ebola 
research, and Gillian McKay and her co-authors examine the impact of the Ebola outbreak and 
response on sexual and reproductive health services. 
 
Stacey Mearns, Kiryn Lanning and Michelle Gayer present an Ebola Readiness Roadmap to support 
NGOs in preparing for an outbreak, while Edward Kumakech, Maurice Sadlier, Aidan Sinnott and Dan 
Irvine report on a Gap Analysis tool looking at the communication, community engagement and 
compliance tracking activities that need to be in place before an Ebola vaccine is deployed. Emanuele 
Bruni and colleagues describe the development of a new monitoring and evaluation framework for 
strategic response planning. The edition ends with an article by Adelicia Fairbanks, who argues for an 
acceptance strategy in the DRC to improve security and access for responding agencies. 
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ABSTRACT 
Vaccination is an indisputable intervention that has tremendously mitigated the global burden of 
vaccine-preventable diseases (VPDs). The number of armed conflicts globally seems to be at an all-
time high, with devastating effects on vaccination coverage. This paper will examine how armed 
conflicts affect childhood vaccination and lead to the reemergence and spread of VPDs. Unarguably, 
socioeconomic factors, population demographics, the apparent long vaccination timetable, multiple 
vaccine doses, lack of trust in vaccination processes and the rumor of the adverse effects of some 
vaccines unnerve some parents and create a puzzle. By bringing under the global floodlight, the impact 
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of armed conflicts which contextually affect vaccination coverage, this article will help strengthen the 
advocacy for vaccination, and call for the fortification of existing treaties on the rule of engagement 
during conflicts. In order to eliminate or eradicate VPDs, strategies to reach children that are left 
behind during conflicts is paramount. 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Epidemiology 
Volume 49, Issue Supplement_1, April 2020 
https://academic.oup.com/ije/issue/49/Supplement_1 
Big Data, Small Area  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Heritage Studies 
Volume 26, Issue 7, 2020 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rjhs20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Human Rights in Healthcare 
Volume 13 Issue 3  2020 
https://www.emerald.com/insight/publication/issn/2056-4902/vol/13/iss/3 
Table of Contents 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Infectious Diseases  
June 2020 Volume 95, p1-480  
https://www.ijidonline.com/issue/S1201-9712(20)X0007-5 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Migration Review 
Volume 54 Issue 2, June 2020  
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/mrx/current 

https://brill.com/view/journals/chil/28/2/chil.28.issue-2.xml
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Intervention – Journal of Mental Health and Psychological Support in Conflict Affected 
Areas 
January-June 2020  Volume 18 | Issue 1   Page Nos. 1-95 
http://www.interventionjournal.org/currentissue.asp?sabs=n 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
JAMA Network 
COVID-19 Update   July 11, 2020 
These articles on COVID-19 were published across the JAMA Network in the last week. 
 
 
JAMA  
July 7, 2020, Vol 324, No. 1, Pages 7-110  
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/currentissue 
Viewpoint 
Ensuring Access to Medications in the US During the COVID-19 Pandemic  
G. Caleb Alexander, MD, MS; Dima M. Qato, PharmD, MPH, PhD  
free access has active quiz  
JAMA. 2020;324(1):31-32. doi:10.1001/jama.2020.6016  
   This Viewpoint proposes strategies to ensure adequate supply and distribution of medication in the 
US during and beyond the coronavirus pandemic, including development and funding of a national 
essential medicines supply, allocation strategies to prevent stockpiling, and funding of home delivery 
services to ensure adequate access for lower income and underserved populations. 
 
Viewpoint 
Conducting Clinical Research During the COVID-19 Pandemic - Protecting Scientific 
Integrity  
Thomas R. Fleming, PhD; Dominic Labriola, PhD; Janet Wittes, PhD  
free access  
JAMA. 2020;324(1):33-34. doi:10.1001/jama.2020.9286  
This Viewpoint discusses procedures to ensure the safety of RCT participants without sacrificing the 
validity of trials conducted during the COVID-19 pandemic, including home-based test drug 
administration and outcome measurement, prespecifying stopping rules for pandemic-related 
interruptions, and stratifying analyses by pandemic-imposed differences in study conduct. 
 
 
JAMA Pediatrics  
July 2020, Vol 174, No. 7, Pages 633-736  
http://archpedi.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
JBI Database of Systematic Review and Implementation Reports  
June 2020 - Volume 18 - Issue 6  

http://www.interventionjournal.org/currentissue.asp?sabs=n
http://read.alerts.jamanetwork.com/csb/Public/show/axac-24pdgi--qnvi2-1b7bitj8
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https://journals.lww.com/jbisrir/Pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Adolescent Health 
July 2020 Volume 67, Issue 1, p1-144  
https://www.jahonline.org/issue/S1054-139X(20)X0006-1 
Commentaries 
Multisectoral Programming for Adolescent Health and Well-being in Sub-Saharan Africa—
Insights From a Symposium Hosted by UNICEF and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 
Yvette Efevbera, Jumana Haj-Ahmed, Joanna Lai, Gwyn Hainsworth, Marcy Levy, Nicole Sirivansanti, 
Apio Winnie, Mohammed Zurak, Suzanne Petroni 
p24–25 
Published online: May 22, 2020 
 
Original Articles 
Longitudinal Trajectories of Physical Intimate Partner Violence Among Adolescent Girls in 
Rural South Africa: Findings From HPTN 068 
Stephanie M. DeLong, Kimberly A. Powers, Brian W. Pence, Suzanne Maman, Kristin L. Dunkle, Amanda 
Selin, Rhian Twine, Ryan G. Wagner, Francesc Xavier Gómez-Olivé, Catherine MacPhail, Kathleen Kahn, 
Audrey Pettifor 
p69–75 
Published online: February 12, 2020 
 
 
Journal of Artificial Intelligence Research 
Vol. 68 (2020)  
https://www.jair.org/index.php/jair 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Community Health  
Volume 45, Issue 4, August 2020 
https://link.springer.com/journal/10900/45/4 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Cultural Heritage 
Volume 43  Pages 1-358 (May–June 2020) 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/journal-of-cultural-heritage/vol/43/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Cultural Heritage Management and Sustainable Development 
2020  Volume 10 Issue 3 
https://www.emerald.com/insight/publication/issn/2044-1266/vol/10/iss/3 
Table Of Contents  
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Journal of Development Economics 
Volume 145   June 2020 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/journal-of-development-economics/vol/145/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Empirical Research on Human Research Ethics 
Volume 15 Issue 3, July 2020  
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/jre/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Epidemiology & Community Health 
June 2020 - Volume 74 - 7 
https://jech.bmj.com/content/74/7 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Evidence-Based Medicine 
Volume 13, Issue 2  Pages: 89-177  May 2020 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/17565391/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Global Ethics  
Volume 16, Issue 1, 2020 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rjge20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Health Care for the Poor and Underserved (JHCPU) 
Volume 31, Number 2, May 2020 
https://muse.jhu.edu/issue/42391 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Human Trafficking 
Volume 6, Issue 4, 2020 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/uhmt20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Humanitarian Logistics and Supply Chain Management 
Volume 10 Issue 1   2020 
https://www.emerald.com/insight/publication/issn/2042-6747/vol/10/iss/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Journal of Immigrant and Minority Health  
Volume 22, Issue 4, August 2020 
https://link.springer.com/journal/10903/22/4 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Immigrant & Refugee Studies  
Volume 18, 2020  Issue 2 
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/wimm20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Infectious Diseases 
Volume 222, Issue 3, 1 August 2020 
https://academic.oup.com/jid/issue/222/3 
COVID PERSPECTIVES 
The Case for Why Africa Should Host COVID-19 Candidate Vaccine Trials  
Jerome Amir Singh  
The Journal of Infectious Diseases, Volume 222, Issue 3, 1 August 2020, Pages 351–355, 
https://doi.org/10.1093/infdis/jiaa303 
   African sites should be central to COVID-19 vaccine trial site mapping. Such an approach is in the 
interests of public health, scientifically responsible, and realizes key ethics values. 
 
COVID-2019 
Paying Participants in COVID-19 Trials  
Emily A Largent, Holly Fernandez Lynch  
The Journal of Infectious Diseases, Volume 222, Issue 3, 1 August 2020, Pages 356–361, 
https://doi.org/10.1093/infdis/jiaa284 
   Payment for research participation is ethically contentious even under ideal circumstances, and 
concerns about offering payment are likely to be heightened in the current pandemic. This article 
describes the role of payment in COVID-19 trials and highlights ethical considerations. 
 
 
Journal of International Development 
Volume 32, Issue 5   Pages: 607-829   July 2020 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/10991328/current 
Research Articles 
POVERTY REDUCTION AND ECONOMIC LIVELIHOOD MOBILITY IN RURAL SUB‐SAHARAN 
AFRICA 
Fred Mawunyo Dzanku 
Pages: 636-683 
First Published: 30 March 2020 
 
A respondent‐driven method for mapping small agricultural plots using tablets and high 
resolution imagery 
Yuta J. Masuda, et al 

https://link.springer.com/journal/10903/22/4
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/wimm20/current
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Pages: 727-748 
First Published: 13 April 2020 
 
The Relation Between Property Rights, Farm Size and Technical Efficiency for the 
Developing Countries' Agricultural Sector 
Arash Dourandish et al 
Pages: 749-762 
First Published: 18 May 2020 
 
Bank Accounts for All: How Do State Policies Matter? 
Tyler Girard 
Pages: 793-818 
First Published: 11 May 2020 
 
 
Journal of Medical Ethics 
July 2020 - Volume 46 - 7 
http://jme.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Operations Management 
Volume 66, Issue 4  Pages: 367-487  June 2020 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/18731317/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Patient-Centered Research and Reviews 
Volume 7, Issue 2 (2020)  
https://digitalrepository.aurorahealthcare.org/jpcrr/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Pediatrics 
July 2020 Volume 222, p1-268  
http://www.jpeds.com/current 
July 2020 Volume 222, p1-268  
 
 
Journal of Pharmaceutical Policy and Practice 
https://joppp.biomedcentral.com/ 
[Accessed 11 July 2020] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Journal of Public Health Management & Practice 
July/August 2020 - Volume 26 - Issue 4  
https://journals.lww.com/jphmp/pages/currenttoc.aspx 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Public Health Policy 
Volume 41, Issue 2, June 2020 
https://link.springer.com/journal/41271/41/2 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Refugee & Global Health  
Volume 2, Issue 2 (2019)  
https://ir.library.louisville.edu/rgh/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of the Royal Society – Interface 
July 2020  Volume 17  Issue 168 
https://royalsocietypublishing.org/toc/rsif/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Travel Medicine  
Volume 27, Issue 3, April 2020 
https://academic.oup.com/jtm/issue/27/3 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The Lancet 
Jul 11, 2020, Volume 396  Number 10244  p71-142, e1 
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/issue/current 
Editorial 
COVID-19: the worst may be yet to come 
The Lancet 
[See Milestones above for detail] 
 
Comment 
Solidarity in the wake of COVID-19: reimagining the International Health Regulations 
Allyn L Taylor, et al 
The Lancet Child & Adolescent Health 
Jul 2020  Volume 4  Number 7  p479-554, e17-e25 
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanchi/issue/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Lancet Digital Health  
Jul 2020  Volume 2  Number 7  e331-e379 
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/landig/issue/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Lancet Global Health 
Jul 2020   Volume 8  Number 7 e860-e972 
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/issue/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Lancet Infectious Diseases 
Jul 2020   Volume 20  Number 7  p755-874, e148-e179 
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/issue/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Lancet Public Health  
Jul 2020  Volume 5  Number 7  e361-e413 
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpub/issue/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Lancet Respiratory Medicine 
Jun 2020  Volume 8  Number 6  p527-646, e43-e54 
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanres/issue/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Maternal and Child Health Journal  
Volume 24, Issue 7, July 2020 
https://link.springer.com/journal/10995/24/7 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Medical Decision Making (MDM) 
Volume 40 Issue 4, May 2020  
http://mdm.sagepub.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The Milbank Quarterly 
A Multidisciplinary Journal of Population Health and Health Policy  
Volume 98, Issue 2  Pages: 223-617  June 2020 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14680009/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Nature 
Volume 583 Issue 7815, 9 July 2020 
http://www.nature.com/nature/current_issue.html 
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World View | 07 July 2020  
Don’t ask if artificial intelligence is good or fair, ask how it shifts power  
Those who could be exploited by AI should be shaping its projects. 
Pratyusha Kalluri 
 
 
Nature Biotechnology 
Volume 38 Issue 7, July 2020 
https://www.nature.com/nbt/volumes/38/issues/7 
Focus on CRISPR tools and therapies 
CRISPR-based genome editing has become a mainstay of experimental biology and is now maturing 
into a tool for therapeutic applications. Constant progress is being made in designing ever more 
sophisticated protein machines to catalyze desired changes with high efficiency and specificity, and in 
the methods to deliver the macromolecules involved to the tissues and cells. Many of the more recent 
advances have not entered clinical development yet, but will ultimately help therapeutic genome 
editing fulfill its full potential.  
 
Editorial | 08 July 2020  
The clinical cutting edge  
As CRISPR–Cas9 enters human testing, the blistering pace of progress in preclinical research is offering 
a bewildering array of options for therapeutic gene editing. 
 
Review Articles 
Review Article | 13 April 2020  
Design and analysis of CRISPR–Cas experiments  
Hanna and Doench review the computational methods and tools that have become indispensable for 
planning and analyzing CRISPR experiments. 
Ruth E. Hanna  & John G. Doench 
 
Focus on CRISPR tools and therapies  
Review Article | 22 June 2020  
Genome editing with CRISPR–Cas nucleases, base editors, transposases and prime editors  
   A growing arsenal of CRISPR-based tools enables increasingly sophisticated genome editing 
applications. 
Andrew V. Anzalone, Luke W. Koblan & David R. Liu 
 
Focus on CRISPR tools and therapies  
Review Article | 29 June 2020  
The delivery challenge: fulfilling the promise of therapeutic genome editing  
   As CRISPR therapies move into clinical testing, David Schaffer and colleagues review a raft of 
different delivery technologies being road tested to address cargo capacity limitations, maximize 
potency, minimize off-target effects and avoid immunogenicity. 
Joost van Haasteren, Jie Li[…] & David V. Schaffer 
 
 
Nature Communications 
https://www.nature.com/subjects/health-sciences/ncomms 
(Accessed 11 July 2020)  

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-02003-2
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[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Nature Genetics 
Volume 52 Issue 7, July 2020 
https://www.nature.com/ng/volumes/52/issues/7 
Review Article | 29 June 2020  
Privacy challenges and research opportunities for genomic data sharing  
   This review discusses major privacy threats relevant to collection and analysis of genomic data in the 
context of direct-to-consumer applications and provides suggestions for improving the design of 
privacy-protecting approaches. 
Luca Bonomi, Yingxiang Huang & Lucila Ohno-Machado 
 
 
Nature Medicine 
Volume 26 Issue 6, June 2020 
https://www.nature.com/nm/volumes/26/issues/6 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Nature Reviews Genetics 
Volume 21 Issue 7, July 2020 
https://www.nature.com/nrg/volumes/21/issues/7 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Nature Reviews Immunology 
Volume 20 Issue 7, July 2020 
https://www.nature.com/nri/volumes/20/issues/7 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
New England Journal of Medicine 
July 9, 2020   Vol. 383 No. 2 
http://www.nejm.org/toc/nejm/medical-journal 
Perspective 
Disease Control, Civil Liberties, and Mass Testing — Calibrating Restrictions during the 
Covid-19 Pandemic 
David M. Studdert, L.L.B., Sc.D., and Mark A. Hall, J.D. 
   …Law and public policy have a long history of deference to intrusive action by public health 
authorities, especially during deadly infectious disease outbreaks. There are limits, however.1 To 
respect civil liberties, courts have insisted that coercive restrictions must be necessary; must be crafted 
as narrowly as possible — in their intrusiveness, duration, and scope — to achieve the protective goal; 
and must not be used to target ostracized groups.2 Although these broad principles are useful 
touchstones, historical experience with quarantine provides little practical guidance because of several 
distinctive features of Covid-19 and the public health response it provokes… 
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Nonprofit and Voluntary Sector Quarterly 
Volume 49 Issue 4, August 2020  
http://nvs.sagepub.com/content/current 
Articles 
Examining the Mediating Influence of Interlocking Board Networks on Grant Making in 
Public Foundations 
Laurie E. Paarlberg, Bryce Hannibal, Jasmine McGinnis Johnson 
First Published January 20, 2020; pp. 734–756 
 
Transnational Nonprofits’ Social Media Use: A Survey of Communications Professionals and 
an Analysis of Organizational Characteristics 
Hyunjin Seo, Hong Tien Vu 
First Published February 28, 2020; pp. 849–870 
 
 
Pediatrics  
Vol. 146, Issue 1   1 Jul 2020  
https://pediatrics.aappublications.org/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Pharmaceutics  
Volume 12, Issue 6 (June 2020) – 114 articles  
https://www.mdpi.com/1999-4923/12/5 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
PharmacoEconomics  
Volume 38, Issue 6, June 2020 
https://link.springer.com/journal/40273/38/6 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
PLoS Genetics 
https://journals.plos.org/plosgenetics/ 
(Accessed 11 July 2020)  
[No new digest content identified]  
 
 
PLoS Medicine 
http://www.plosmedicine.org/   
(Accessed 11 July 2020)  
Evaluation of systems reform in public hospitals, Victoria, Australia, to improve access to 
antenatal care for women of refugee background: An interrupted time series design  
Jane Yelland, Fiona Mensah, Elisha Riggs, Ellie McDonald, Josef Szwarc, Wendy Dawson, Dannielle 
Vanpraag, Sue Casey, Christine East, Mary Anne Biro, Glyn Teale, Sue Willey, Stephanie J. Brown  
Research Article | published 10 Jul 2020 PLOS Medicine  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pmed.1003089  
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PLoS Neglected Tropical Diseases 
http://www.plosntds.org/  
(Accessed 11 July 2020)  
Global resource shortages during COVID-19: Bad news for low-income countries  
Devon E. McMahon, Gregory A. Peters, Louise C. Ivers, Esther E. Freeman  
Viewpoints | published 06 Jul 2020 PLOS Neglected Tropical Diseases  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pntd.0008412  
 
 
PLoS One 
http://www.plosone.org/ 
[Accessed 11 July 2020] 
Hepatitis B screening and vaccination status of healthcare providers in Wakiso district, 
Uganda  
Tonny Ssekamatte, Trasias Mukama, Simon P. S. Kibira, Rawlance Ndejjo, Justine Nnakate Bukenya, 
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