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:: Week in Review  
A highly selective capture of strategic developments, research, commentary, analysis and 
announcements spanning Human Rights Action, Humanitarian Response, Health, Education, Holistic 
Development, Heritage Stewardship, Sustainable Resilience. Achieving a balance across these broad 
themes is a challenge and we appreciate your observations and ideas in this regard. This is not 
intended to be a "news and events" digest. 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Governance, Accountability : Haiti, Cholera, UN 
 
UN inaction denies justice for Haiti cholera victims, say UN experts 
ENEVA (30 April 2020) – A group of independent UN rights experts today called on Secretary-General 
António Guterres to urgently step up efforts to fulfill a United Nations pledge to help victims of a 
cholera epidemic in Haiti that killed over 10,000 victims.  
 
“The importance of relief is even more urgent in light of the COVID-19 pandemic, which 
could deal a double blow to victims of the cholera outbreak and their families,” the experts 
said. “We recognise the immense challenges all actors face in responding to the coronavirus, but this 
new threat cannot mask past failures and ongoing violations.” 
 
The experts said more than three years ago, the UN acknowledged the role played by its 
peacekeepers in causing the epidemic. It has since failed to pay any compensation and its 
subsequent underfunded aid effort has amounted to little more than a spate of symbolic development 
projects.  
 
“Serious shortfalls in funding and expenditures make the UN’s promises illusory. Despite 
initially seeking $400 million over two years, the UN has raised a mere $20.5 million in 
about three years and has spent a pitiful $3.2 million. This is a deeply disappointing 
showing following the loss of 10,000 lives,” they said.   
 
The experts also raised concerns about the UN’s decision to help people affected by cholera through 
community assistance rather than direct support. “Some victims prefer monetary payments, an option 
that was once on the table, but the UN has foreclosed that possibility seemingly without carrying out 
consultations or producing a detailed feasibility assessment,” said the experts. “Compensation is 
ordinarily a central component of the right to an effective remedy, and development projects are 
simply not a replacement for reparations”. 
 
The experts have received reports that victims have not been adequately involved in the design and 
development of community assistance projects. “While the UN says it is consulting with multi-
stakeholder ‘community platforms’ to develop projects, it is not clear how those most affected by 
cholera are being prioritised in these exercises.”.. 
 
The experts conveyed their concerns in writing to the UN Secretary-General and the Government of 
Haiti. 
 
*The experts: 

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25851&LangID=E


   

  

Mr. Philip Alston, Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights;  
Ms E. Tendayi Achiume, Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, 
xenophobia and related intolerance;  
Ms. Leilani Farha, Special Rapporteur on adequate housing as a component of the right to an adequate 
standard of living, and on the right to non-discrimination in this context;  
Mr. Léo Heller, Special Rapporteur on the human rights to water and sanitation;  
Mr. Obiora C. Okafor, Independent Expert on human rights and international solidarity;  
Mr. Dainius Pūras, Special Rapporteur on the right to physical and mental health;  
Mr. Ahmed Reid (Chair), Ms. Dominique Day, Mr. Michal  Balcerzak, Mr. Ricardo A. Sunga III, and Mr. 
Sabelo Gumedze, Working Group of experts on people of African descent;  
Mr. Livingstone Sewanyana, Independent Expert on the promotion of a democratic and equitable 
international order;  
Mr. Baskut Tuncak, Special Rapporteur on the implications for human rights of the environmentally 
sound management and disposal of hazardous substances and wastes, and  
Mr. Fabián Salvioli, Special Rapporteur on the promotion of truth, justice, reparation and guarantees of 
non-recurrence 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Governance – Justice/Poland  
 
Rule of Law: European Commission launches infringement procedure to safeguard the 
independence of judges in Poland 
Press release   29 April 2020  Brussels 
Today, the European Commission launched an infringement procedure by sending a Letter of Formal 
Notice to Poland regarding the new law on the judiciary of 20 December 2019, which entered into force 
on 14 February 2020. 
 
The new law on the judiciary undermines the judicial independence of Polish judges and is 
incompatible with the primacy of EU law. Moreover, the new law prevents Polish courts from directly 
applying certain provisions of EU law protecting judicial independence, and from putting references for 
preliminary rulings on such questions to the Court of Justice. After carrying out an analysis of the 
legislation concerned, the Commission concluded that several elements of the new law violate EU law: 
 
First, the Commission notes that the new law broadens the notion of disciplinary offence 
and thereby increases the number of cases in which the content of judicial decisions can be qualified as 
a disciplinary offence. As a result, the disciplinary regime can be used as a system of political control of 
the content of judicial decisions. The new law violates Article 19(1) of the Treaty on European Union 
read in connection with Article 47 of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union, which 
establish a right to an effective remedy before an independent and impartial court. It is incompatible 
with the requirements of judicial independence as established by the EU Court of Justice. 
 
Second, the Commission notes that the new law grants the new Chamber of Extraordinary 
Control and Public Affairs of the Supreme Court the sole competence to rule on issues 
regarding judicial independence. This prevents Polish courts from fulfilling their obligation to apply 
EU law or request preliminary rulings from the EU Court of Justice. The new law is incompatible with 

https://ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Poverty
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/racism/srracism/pages/indexsrracism.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/racism/srracism/pages/indexsrracism.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Housing/Pages/HousingIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/WaterAndSanitation/SRWater/Pages/SRWaterIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Solidarity/Pages/IESolidarityIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/health/pages/srrighthealthindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Racism/WGAfricanDescent/Pages/WGEPADIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/IntOrder/Pages/IEInternationalorderIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/IntOrder/Pages/IEInternationalorderIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Environment/ToxicWastes/Pages/SRToxicWastesIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Environment/ToxicWastes/Pages/SRToxicWastesIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/TruthJusticeReparation/Pages/Index.aspx
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_772
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_772


   

  

the principle of primacy of EU law, the functioning of the preliminary ruling mechanism as well as with 
requirements of judicial independence. 
 
Third, the Commission notes that the law prevents Polish courts from assessing, in the 
context of cases pending before them, the power to adjudicate cases by other judges. This 
impairs the effective application of EU law and is incompatible with the principle of primacy of EU law, 
the functioning of the preliminary ruling mechanism and requirements of judicial independence. 
 
Finally, the Commission notes that the new law introduces provisions requiring judges to 
disclose specific information about their non-professional activities. This is incompatible with 
the right to respect for private life and the right to the protection of personal data as guaranteed by 
the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the EU and the General Data Protection Regulation. 
 
Next step 
The Polish Government has two months from this date to reply to the Letter of Formal Notice.. 
 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Access to Medicines  
 
Unitaid congratulates Ellen ‘t Hoen on national honour recognising her efforts on access 
and equity 
27 April 2020 
Geneva — Unitaid congratulates Ellen ‘t Hoen on the announcement that H.M. King Alexander of the 
Netherlands has conferred on her the title of ‘Officier in de Orde van Oranje-Nassau’, in recognition of 
her important contribution on global health and access to medicines at the international level. 
 
Amongst her many achievements, Ellen ‘t Hoen was instrumental in setting up the 
Medicines Patent Pool ten years ago in 2010, which Unitaid has funded since its creation. 
She also was its first Executive Director. 
 
“This honour first and foremost is a wonderful recognition of Ellen’s work, and her strong personal 
commitment and tireless efforts to ensuring that people everywhere in the world can obtain the 
medicines they need”, said Dr Philippe Duneton, Unitaid Executive Director a.i. “It also comes at a 
crucial time as the COVID-19 pandemic raises concerns of equitable access to the most effective 
products and technologies. The most vulnerable populations face significant challenges with regard to 
availability and affordability. Ellen’s work, and what Unitaid and MPP are doing, is more important now 
than ever.” 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Research: Supporting Refugee & Displaced Young Scientists, Evidence 
 
IsDB-TWAS Programme for Refugees and Displaced Young Scientists Call for Nominations 
2020  

https://unitaid.org/news-blog/unitaid-congratulates-ellen-t-hoen-on-national-honour-recognising-her-efforts-on-access-and-equity/
https://unitaid.org/news-blog/unitaid-congratulates-ellen-t-hoen-on-national-honour-recognising-her-efforts-on-access-and-equity/
https://www.isdb.org/news/isdb-twas-programme-for-refugees-and-displaced-young-scientists-call-for-nominations-2020
https://www.isdb.org/news/isdb-twas-programme-for-refugees-and-displaced-young-scientists-call-for-nominations-2020


   

  

1 May 2020 
The Islamic Development Bank (IsDB) and the UNESCO World Academy of Science (TWAS) 
are seeking nominations for this year’s Refugee and Displaced Young Scientists Programme. 
 
The programme aims to support young researchers under the age of 40, who are refugees or displaced 
in or from Member Countries of the IsDB and have a good track record of international publications. 
 
Candidates selected will be elected to the TWAS Young Affiliate Programme. The Young Affiliates will 
be granted membership to the prestigious TWAS Young Affiliates Network (TYAN) and their Affiliate 
status lasts for five years. 
 
During their five-year tenure Young Affiliates will be, among other things, invited to all TWAS general 
meetings and conferences, and will also have opportunities to attend regional meetings of TWAS 
fellows organised by regional partners. 
 
Young Affiliates are also eligible for TWAS awards. As members of TYAN they are invited to actively 
contribute to the Network, which offers access to many competitive opportunities such as the TYAN 
Collaborative Grants Awards, TYAN International Thematic Workshops, and the newly established TYAN 
Outreach Programme. 
 
Membership Criteria 
Applicants must be aged 40 or younger, on 1st January 2020 (or the year of 
Applicant have been forced to leave their home country and/or city 
Applicant have a good track record of international publications in peer-reviewed journals 
 
Additional details: 
Send nominations, CVs to isdb@twas.org 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
COVID-19 :: Global Impact 
 
IRC: World risks up to 1 billion cases and 3.2 million deaths from COVID-19 across fragile 
countries 
April 28, 2020  
:: Based on potential response scenarios, the International Rescue Committee (IRC) estimates between 
500 million and 1 billion infections, leading to between 1.7 to 3.2 million deaths, in 34 conflict-affected 
and fragile countries. 
:: There remains a small window of time to mount a robust response to COVID-19 while it is still in 
early stages in fragile countries; urgent funding to frontline responses is needed. 
:: Extreme social distancing unsustainable in most humanitarian contexts, local approaches are needed 
- as outlined in new IRC report “One Size Does Not Fit All: Mitigating COVID-19 in Humanitarian 
Settings. 
 
New York, NY, April 28, 2020 — Alarming new analysis by the International Rescue Committee (IRC) 
reveals that without swift action in coming weeks to mitigate the spread of Covid-19, the world could 
see up to 1 billion infections[1] and 3.2 million deaths due to COVID-19 over the course of the 

mailto:isdb@twas.org
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/irc-world-risks-1-billion-cases-and-32-million-deaths-covid-19-across-fragile
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/irc-world-risks-1-billion-cases-and-32-million-deaths-covid-19-across-fragile


   

  

pandemic in 34 crisis-affected countries served by the IRC[2], including warzones like Afghanistan, 
Syria, and Yemen. 
 
David Miliband, President and CEO of the International Rescue Committee, said: “These numbers 
should serve as a wake-up call: the full, devastating and disproportionate weight of this pandemic has 
yet to be felt in the world’s most fragile and war-torn countries. We are still in the critical window of 
time to mount a robust preventative response to the early stages of COVID-19 in many of these 
countries and prevent a further perpetuation of this epidemic globally.”  
 
Preliminary estimates compiled by IRC are based on epidemiological modelling and data produced by 
Imperial College London and the World Health Organization. This model takes into account the age 
structure, household size, and social contact patterns of different countries, as well as mortality 
patterns from the early outbreak in China. IRC’s calculations for the 34 countries in which we work 
highlight the extent of the burden on fragile countries of the COVID-19 outbreak, and the importance 
of immediate actions in coming weeks to influence the trajectory of the epidemic. 
 
Scientists are still studying the drivers of the pandemic in lower-income contexts, including factors such 
as population health risks which may drive infection rates up, or others such as younger population age 
structure which may drive mortality rates down; these figures are nevertheless sufficient to spark 
significant alarm on the international trajectory of COVID-19. 
 
However, three significant limitations of the current data suggest that estimates for fragile 
countries may be conservative at best:  
 
:: Healthcare capacity and virus reproductive rate (R0): The ICL/WHO model uses the best 
available mortality data, from China, which pre-supposes that levels of medical care available therein 
would be available elsewhere.  As the IRC has previously warned, fragile states have nowhere near the 
healthcare capacity provided in China. In Venezuela alone, the long-standing economic and 
humanitarian crisis has forced more than half of doctors to leave the country and 90% of hospitals 
already faced shortages of medicine and critical supplies. In addition, refugee camps in countries 
included in the analysis like Syria, Greece and Bangladesh represent some of the most densely-
populated areas in the world -- up to 8.5 times more densely populated than the Diamond Princes 
cruise ship, where transmission of the virus was up to four times faster than in Wuhan, China[3]. 
Beyond demonstrating the infeasibility of extreme social distancing in these contexts and the scarcity of 
basic health capacity, this suggests that the reproduction rate of the virus in significant pockets of 
these states are likely to be far higher than the current projections suggest. 
 
:: Pre-existing humanitarian vulnerability: These mortality figures do not account for excess 
deaths caused by underlying humanitarian vulnerability (including co-morbidity due to pre-existing 
health issues such as malnutrition) or by the economic and political instability which constitute a 
“double emergency” for fragile contexts. While strict lockdowns and social distancing will 
unquestionably save lives in wealthier nations, direct consequences such as market closures and 
income losses (without robust social safety nets) risk driving impoverishment, hunger, and domestic 
violence in humanitarian settings. Without sufficient social safety nets or relief packages in place to 
prevent people from spiraling further into poverty and hunger, these same measures risk harming 
populations already caught in weak states or unstable humanitarian contexts… 
 

https://www.imperial.ac.uk/mrc-global-infectious-disease-analysis/covid-19/report-12-global-impact-covid-19/
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/new-irc-report-exposes-double-emergency-covid-19-humanitarian-crises-reveals-grave
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/new-irc-analysis-reveals-risk-coronavirus-transmission-rates-moria-al-hol-and-coxs
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/new-irc-analysis-reveals-risk-coronavirus-transmission-rates-moria-al-hol-and-coxs
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/new-irc-report-exposes-double-emergency-covid-19-humanitarian-crises-reveals-grave


   

  

:: Disruptions to humanitarian aid delivery: Movement restrictions and disruptions to supply 
chains are already impacting the ability of agencies like the IRC to deliver life-saving humanitarian aid 
to people in need. South Sudan, a country with only 4 ventilators and 24 ICUs and where almost 65% 
of the population relies on humanitarian assistance, may for instance face famine with a toxic mix of 
restricted movement, economic instability, reduction in agricultural labor and pre-existing high levels of 
malnutrition and chronic food insecurity.  
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
COVID-19 : Customs, Supply Chains 
 
COVID-19: WCO and ICC issue joint statement and call for increased action on Customs 
and trade facilitation  
27 April 2020  
The heads of the World Customs Organization (WCO) and the International Chamber of Commerce 
(ICC) Secretariats issued a joint statement on 23 April 2020 and called for increased action on Customs 
and trade facilitation to ensure an effective response to the COVID-19 pandemic, and agreed to 
coordinate efforts… 
 
“Effective trade facilitation - based on international standards - will play a central role in supporting 
businesses, including Micro, Small and Medium Sized Enterprises, towards enabling business 
resumption and renewed economic growth in the months and years to come”, they declared.  
The text of the joint statement is below.  
 
Joint WCO-ICC Statement 
In late 2019, the first outbreak of what has now become known globally as the Coronavirus Disease 
2019 (COVID-19) was reported. On 11 March 2020, the COVID-19 outbreak was categorized by the 
Director-General of the World Health Organization (WHO) as a pandemic. 
 
The speed with which the pandemic crosses borders demands an urgent and agile response in relation 
to the international movement of goods in general and essential medical equipment and food supplies, 
in particular.  The World Customs Organization (WCO) and the International Chamber of Commerce 
(ICC) call for a coordinated Customs response to the COVID-19 crisis, including through active 
participation in multilateral efforts and an open dialogue with neighboring countries. 
 
We call on Customs administrations and other government agencies to keep trade flowing 
by maintaining the continuity of the international supply chain and simplifying and 
facilitating the Customs processes for essential medical equipment, medicines and food 
supplies - as well as key support personnel - so as to ensure an effective response to the 
pandemic and to protect lives throughout the world. 
 
This crisis is resulting in an unprecedented threat to supply chains in many sectors, with 
significant implications for the supply of goods and for employment. Effective trade facilitation 
- based on international standards - will play a central role in supporting businesses, including Micro, 
Small and Medium Sized Enterprises, towards enabling business resumption and renewed economic 
growth in the months and years to come.  
 

http://www.wcoomd.org/en/media/newsroom/2020/april/covid_19-wco-and-icc-issue-joint-statement.aspx
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/media/newsroom/2020/april/covid_19-wco-and-icc-issue-joint-statement.aspx


   

  

In order to support its Members and relevant stakeholders, the WCO has created a dedicated section in 
its website and included several existing and newly developed instruments and tools relevant to the 
integrity and facilitation of the supply chain in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
ICC is working at both global and local levels to: shape public policy responses to both the health and 
economic impacts of COVID-19; forge vital partnerships between the private sector, governments and 
international organizations; and provide practical tools and resources to enable businesses continuity 
and enable enterprises to take effective action to limit the spread of the virus. 
 
The WCO and ICC are partnering to explore potential opportunities to increase the coordination of 
efforts in response to COVID-19, aiming at keeping trade flows open around the world and at 
supporting a strong recovery of the global economy. 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
COVID-19 & Global Immunization  
 
Geneva Palais briefing note on the impact of COVID-19 mitigation measures on vaccine 
supply and logistics 
GENEVA, 1 May 2020 – “UNICEF is calling for support to unlock a massive backlog in vaccine 
shipments due to unprecedented logistical constraints related to COVID-19 mitigation 
measures including lockdowns in some countries. 
 
“In 2019, UNICEF procured 2.43 billion doses of vaccines for 100 countries, to reach approximately 45 
per cent of all children below five years old. 
 
“Since the week of March 22, UNICEF has seen a 70 - 80 per cent reduction in planned 
vaccine shipments due to the dramatic decline in commercial flights and limited 
availability of charters. 
 
“As of today, dozens of countries are at risk of stock-out due to delayed vaccine shipments. 
At most risk are 26 countries that are difficult to reach due to limited commercial and 
cargo options. Among these, at least five countries experienced measles outbreaks in 2019 
and many more remain at risk.  
 
“Compounding the challenge is the exorbitant cost of securing flights, with freight rates at 100 - 200 
per cent above normal and charter flights even more costly. 
 
“Countries with limited resources will struggle to pay these higher prices, leaving children vulnerable to 
vaccine-preventable diseases such as measles and polio.  
 
“Even before the COVID-19 pandemic, measles, polio and other vaccines were out of reach for 20 
million children below the age of one every year. 
 
“Disruptions in routine immunization, particularly in countries with weak health systems, could lead to 
disastrous outbreaks in 2020 and well beyond. 
 

http://www.wcoomd.org/en/topics/facilitation/activities-and-programmes/natural-disaster/coronavirus.aspx
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/topics/facilitation/activities-and-programmes/natural-disaster/coronavirus.aspx
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/geneva-palais-briefing-note-impact-covid-19-mitigation-measures-vaccine-supply-and
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/geneva-palais-briefing-note-impact-covid-19-mitigation-measures-vaccine-supply-and
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/geneva-palais-briefing-note-impact-covid-19-mitigation-measures-vaccine-supply-and


   

  

“A substantial proportion of the vaccines that are not reaching countries as planned are for routine 
immunization programmes. Because of the delays, countries have been using buffer stocks, which 
typically consists of a three-month supply that is intended for unplanned and urgent needs including 
responding to sudden outbreaks. As transport challenges persist, countries are at increasing risk of a 
vaccine stock-out. 
 
“The extended delays in shipments also pose a huge risk to manufacturers, who must store the excess 
vaccine stocks, and may be required to postpone future production if their warehouse storage space is 
exceeded. 
 
“UNICEF is working to find solutions with manufacturers and partners, including WHO, GAVI, the 
vaccine alliance, PAHO and the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. Some manufacturers have offered to 
support with their freight forwarding services, and GAVI has provided additional funding to support 
charter flights.  And we continue to work with governments to monitor their stock levels, prioritize the 
most critical vaccine shipments to avoid stockouts and respond to the needs of their immunization 
programmes. 
 
“However, the logistical situation remains severely constrained. And many countries require additional 
funding support. 
 
“UNICEF is appealing to governments, the private sector, the airline industry, and others, to free up 
freight space at an affordable cost for these life-saving vaccines. And to work with us to find ways 
around the transport disruptions we face. Children’s lives are at stake.” 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
COVID-19 :: Travel, Tourism Impacts 
 
100% of Global Destinations Now Have COVID-19 Travel Restrictions, UNWTO Reports 
28 Apr 2020 
The COVID-19 pandemic has prompted all destinations worldwide to introduce restrictions on travel, 
research by the World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) has found. This represents the most severe 
restriction on international travel in history and no country has so far lifted restrictions introduced in 
response to the crisis.  
 
Following up on previous research, the latest data from the United Nations specialized agency 
for tourism shows that 100% of destinations now have restrictions in place. Of these, 83% 
have had COVID-19-related restrictions in place already for four or more weeks and, as of 
20 April, so far no destination has lifted them. 
 
UNWTO Secretary-General Zurab Pololikashvili said: “Tourism has shown its commitment to putting 
people first. Our sector can also lead the way in driving recovery. This research on global travel 
restrictions will help support the timely and responsible implementation of exit strategies, allowing 
destinations to ease or lift travel restrictions when it is safe to do so. This way, the social and economic 
benefits that tourism offers can return, providing a path to sustainable recovery for both individuals 
and whole countries.” 
 

https://www.unwto.org/news/covid-19-travel-restrictions


   

  

Tracking Restrictions by Time and Severity 
The social and economic benefits that tourism offers can return, providing a path to sustainable 
recovery for both individuals and whole countries.  
 
As well as a general overview, the UNWTO research breaks down the type of travel restrictions that 
have been introduced by destinations in all of the global regions, while also plotting the evolution of 
these restrictions since 30 January – when the World Health Organization (WHO) declared COVID-19 a 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern.  
 
The latest analysis shows that, of 217 destinations worldwide: 
:: 45% have totally or partially closed their borders for tourists - “Passengers are not 
allowed to enter” 
:: 30% have suspended totally or partially international flights - “all flights are suspended” 
:: 18% are banning the entry for passengers from specific countries of origin or 
passengers who have transited through specific destinations 
:: 7% are applying different measures, such as quarantine or self-isolation for 14 days and 
visa measures… 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
COVID-19 :: Global Employment Impacts 
 
COVID-19: Stimulating the economy and employment 
ILO: As job losses escalate, nearly half of global workforce at risk of losing livelihoods   
29 April 2020  
The latest ILO data on the labour market impact of the COVID-19 pandemic reveals the devastating 
effect on workers in the informal economy and on hundreds of millions of enterprises worldwide. 
 
GENEVA (ILO News) – The continued sharp decline in working hours globally due to the COVID-19 
outbreak  means that 1.6 billion workers in the informal economy – that is nearly half of the global 
workforce – stand in immediate danger of having their livelihoods destroyed, warns the International 
Labour Organization.  
 
According to the ILO Monitor third edition: COVID-19 and the world of work , the drop in working 
hours in the current (second) quarter of 2020 is expected to be significantly worse than previously 
estimated.  
 
Compared to pre-crisis levels (Q4 2019), a 10.5 per cent deterioration is now expected, equivalent to 
305 million full-time jobs (assuming a 48-hour working week). The previous estimate was for a 6.7 per 
cent drop, equivalent to 195 million full-time workers. This is due to the prolongation and extension of 
lockdown measures.  
 
Regionally, the situation has worsened for all major regional groups. Estimates suggest a 12.4 per cent 
loss of working hours in Q2 for the Americas (compared to pre-crisis levels) and 11.8 per cent for 
Europe and Central Asia. The estimates for the rest of the regional groups follow closely and are all 
above 9.5 per cent.  
 

http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_743036/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/topics/coronavirus/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/topics/coronavirus/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---dcomm/documents/briefingnote/wcms_743146.pdf


   

  

Informal economy impact 
As a result of the economic crisis created by the pandemic, almost 1.6 billion informal economy 
workers (representing the most vulnerable in the labour market), out of a worldwide total of two billion 
and a global workforce of 3.3 billion, have suffered massive damage to their capacity to earn a living. 
This is due to lockdown measures and/or because they work in the hardest-hit sectors.  
 
The first month of the crisis is estimated to have resulted in a drop of 60 per cent in the income of 
informal workers globally. This translates into a drop of 81 per cent in Africa and the Americas, 21.6 
per cent in Asia and the Pacific, and 70 per cent in Europe and Central Asia.  
 
Without alternative income sources, these workers and their families will have no means to survive… 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
COVID-19 :: Immigrant Detention 
 
COVID-19 & Immigration Detention: What Can Governments and Other Stakeholders Do? 
United Nations Network on Migration: WORKING GROUP ON ALTERNATIVES TO IMMIGRATION 
DETENTION 
Undated/Accessed 2 May 2020 :: 13 pages 
PDF: 
https://migrationnetwork.un.org/sites/default/files/docs/un_network_on_migration_wg_atd_policy_brie
f_covid-19_and_immigration_detention_0.pdf 
OVERVIEW   
    The United Nations Network on Migration is committed to supporting all partners in pursuit of the 
implementation of the Global Compact for Migration, recognizing that this cooperative framework 
provides an invaluable tool for ensuring all in society can contribute to a collective response to COVID-
19 and are protected equally against its impact.  
   To that end this briefing is part of a series by the Network looking at different aspects of the COVID-
19 pandemic and how they relate to migrants and their communities. The present document aims to 
provide practical guidance to States and other stakeholders in preventing and responding to COVID-19 
in the context of immigration detention, highlighting instances of promising practices as useful models 
to draw from. We look forward to feedback from all partners, and to updating these recommendations 
on an ongoing basis. 
 
 
COVID-19 & Immigration Detention: What Can Governments and Other Stakeholders Do? 
Statement by the United Nations Network on Migration 
GENEVA / NEW YORK, 29 April 2020 - Around the world today, we are witnessing the severe impacts 
of the use of migration-related detention on migrants, asylum-seekers and refugees during the COVID-
19 pandemic – indefinite detention in overcrowded facilities for some, prolonged situations of 
irregularity and fear of detention for others, heightened risk of infection for all: migrants, staff, their 
families, and their communities. 
 
Yesterday, the United Nations Network on Migration released urgently needed practical 
recommendations with guidance for States and stakeholders on preventing and responding to COVID-
19 in the context of immigration detention. By focusing on the development of non-custodial 

https://migrationnetwork.un.org/sites/default/files/docs/un_network_on_migration_wg_atd_policy_brief_covid-19_and_immigration_detention_0.pdf
https://migrationnetwork.un.org/sites/default/files/docs/un_network_on_migration_wg_atd_policy_brief_covid-19_and_immigration_detention_0.pdf
https://migrationnetwork.un.org/sites/default/files/docs/un_network_on_migration_wg_atd_policy_brief_covid-19_and_immigration_detention_0.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/covid-19-immigration-detention-what-can-governments-and-other-stakeholders-do
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/covid-19-immigration-detention-what-can-governments-and-other-stakeholders-do
https://migrationnetwork.un.org/sites/default/files/docs/un_network_on_migration_wg_atd_policy_brief_covid-19_and_immigration_detention_0.pdf


   

  

alternatives based in the community, the brief highlights steps that several governments have already 
taken to swiftly release migrants from detention and to provide access to healthcare, housing and 
other services regardless of migration status. The Network looks forward to feedback from all partners 
and to updating these recommendations on an ongoing basis. 
 
The Network’s Working Group on Alternatives to Detention – co-led by UNICEF, UNHCR and the 
International Detention Coalition – has developed this guidance in partnership amongst UN agencies 
and civil society. The recommendations have been informed by the broad and diverse experience of 
Working Group members, including UN agencies, civil society organizations and networks, young 
people, local governments and technical experts working on immigration detention and alternatives all 
over the globe. 
 
The Network calls on States to introduce a moratorium on the use of immigration detention; to scale 
up and implement non-custodial community-based alternatives; to release all migrants in detention into 
alternatives, following strict safeguards and prioritizing children, families and other migrants in 
vulnerable situations; and to urgently improve overall conditions in places of immigration detention 
while we transition to alternatives. 
 
In releasing this guidance, the Network reminds States of their commitment in the Global Compact for 
Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration to prioritize alternatives to immigration detention, using detention 
as a measure of last resort only and working towards ending child immigration detention. The COVID-
19 pandemic has created momentum for alternatives to immigration detention as a viable solution to 
mitigate public health concerns while ensuring access to human rights and essential services for 
migrants. Together, let’s seize this opportunity to redouble our collaborative efforts, look beyond the 
current crisis, and showcase concretely how migration can be governed without resorting to 
immigration detention. 
 
The United Nations Network on Migration is committed to supporting all partners in pursuit of the 
implementation of the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration, recognizing that this 
cooperative framework provides an invaluable tool for ensuring all in society can contribute to a 
collective response to COVID-19 and are protected equally against its impact.  
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
EMERGENCIES 
 
Coronavirus [COVID-19] 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
 
Statement on the third meeting of the International Health Regulations (2005) Emergency 
Committee regarding the outbreak of coronavirus disease (COVID-19) 
1 May 2020   Statement 
Geneva, Switzerland 
[Excerpts] 
The third meeting of the Emergency Committee convened by the WHO Director-General under the 
International Health Regulations (2005) (IHR) regarding the coronavirus disease (COVID-19), took 
place on Thursday, 30 April 2020, from 12:00 to 17:45 Geneva time (CEST)… 

https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/01-05-2020-statement-on-the-third-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)-emergency-committee-regarding-the-outbreak-of-coronavirus-disease-(covid-19)
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/01-05-2020-statement-on-the-third-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)-emergency-committee-regarding-the-outbreak-of-coronavirus-disease-(covid-19)


   

  

 
The WHO Regional Emergency Directors and the Executive Director of the WHO Health Emergencies 
Programme (WHE) provided regional and the global situation overview. After ensuing discussion, the 
Committee unanimously agreed that the outbreak still constitutes a public health emergency of 
international concern (PHEIC) and offered advice to the Director-General. 
 
The Director-General declared that the outbreak of COVID-19 continues to constitute a 
PHEIC. He accepted the advice of the Committee to WHO and issued the Committee’s advice to States 
Parties as Temporary Recommendations under the IHR.  
 
The Emergency Committee will be reconvened within three months or earlier, at the discretion of the 
Director-General. The Director-General thanked the Committee for its work… 
 
:::::: 
 
Situation report - 103 [WHO] 
Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19)  
2 May 2020 
[Excerpts] 
 Situation in numbers (by WHO Region)  
Total (new cases in last 24 hours)  
Globally   3 267 184 cases (91 977)  229 971  deaths (5799)  
Africa         27 973 cases (1310)      1013  deaths (40)  
Americas   1 340 591 cases (48 674)   72 196  deaths (3109)  
E Mediterranean     194 991 cases (6406)      7741 deaths (143)  
Europe             1 492 024 cases (30 620)  140 586 deaths (2386)  
South-East Asia      60 490 cases (3402)      2256 deaths (82)  
Western Pacific   150 403 cases (1565)     6166 deaths (39) 
 
HIGHLIGHTS  
:: No new country/territory/area reported cases of COVID-19 in the past 24 hours.  
 
:: WHO and the European Investment Bank yesterday signed a collaboration agreement to accelerate 
investment in health preparedness and primary healthcare in countries most vulnerable to the COVID-
19 pandemic. The first phase will strengthen primary healthcare in ten African countries. The Director-
General Dr. Tedros, in his regular media briefing yesterday said that, with the signing of the 
agreement, “We are deepening our relationship with the European Union”. He also reminded all that 
the European Commission will host a pledging conference on 4 May to raise funds for investment in 
vaccine research. 
 
:::::: 
 
Ethics and COVID-19: resource allocation and priority-setting  
WHO Working Group on Ethics and COVID-19 
20 April 2020 :: 5 pages 
Overview  
Governments, international agencies and health systems have an obligation to ensure, to the best of 
their ability, adequate provision of health care for all. However, this may not be possible during a 

https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/situation-reports/20200502-covid-19-sitrep-103.pdf?sfvrsn=d95e76d8_4
https://www.who.int/who-documents-detail/ethics-and-covid-19-resource-allocation-and-priority-setting


   

  

pandemic, when health resources are likely to be limited. Setting priorities and rationing resources in 
this context means making tragic choices, but these tragic choices can be ethically justified. This is why 
we have ethics. This policy brief answers a number of questions about the ethics of setting priorities for 
the allocation of resources during times of scarcity. Such decisions may include access to hospitals, 
ventilators, vaccines and medicines. It is essential that policies and practices are ethically justified in 
such contexts. The document provides a high-level ethical framework that can be used to guide 
decision-making, and complements WHO’s technical guidance. 
 
:::::: 
 
Emergencies 
 
Ebola – DRC+ 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
 
Ebola Outbreak in DRC 90: 28 April 2020 
[Excerpts] 
Situation Update WHO Health Emergencies Programme Page 2  

From 20 to 26 April 2020, there have been no new confirmed cases of Ebola virus disease (EVD) 
reported in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. Since the resurgence of the outbreak on 10 April 
2020, six confirmed cases have been reported, all from the Kasanga Health Area in Beni Health Zone.  
 

…Conclusion 
The resurgence of EVD in Beni Health Zone highlights the importance of heightened vigilance for this 
disease in the face of significant challenges around community engagement, access to affected areas, 
ongoing insecurity, and limited response capacity due to other local and global emergencies. New cases 
are expected among contacts of recent cases. It is essential to detect, isolate, test and treat new 
suspected cases as early as possible in order to improve outcome of cases and break the chain of 
transmission. Strong coordination and communication among partners, the Ministry of Health, local 
authorities and the communities are essential to address these challenges. In addition, stronger 
advocacy for survivors is essential, such as mitigating rumours and stigmatization of EVD survivors. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Emergencies 
 
POLIO   
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
 
Polio this week as of 28 April 2020 
:: The Twenty-fourth meeting of the Emergency Committee under the International Health Regulations 
(2005) (IHR) on the international spread of poliovirus was convened by the Director General on 26 
March 2020 with committee members only attending via teleconference, supported by the WHO 
Secretariat. Read the statement from the meeting. 
 
Summary of new viruses this week (AFP cases and ES positives):  
:: Afghanistan: one WPV1 case and one WPV1 positive environmental sample 

https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/331902/SITREP_EVD_DRC_20200428-eng.pdf
http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/08-04-2020-statement-of-the-twenty-fourth-ihr-emergency-committee


   

  

:: Pakistan: six WPV1 positive environmental samples, two cVDPV2 cases and two cVDPV2 positive 
environmental samples 
:: Cote d’Ivoire: one cVDPV2 case and six cVDPV2 positive environmental sample 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies  [to 2 May 2020] 
Democratic Republic of the Congo  
:: Ebola Outbreak in DRC 90: 28 April 2020 
[See Ebola above for detail] 
 
Nigeria - No new digest announcements identified 
Somalia - No new digest announcements identified 
South Sudan   - No new digest announcements identified 
Syrian Arab Republic  - No new digest announcements identified 
Yemen - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies  [to 2 May 2020] 
Angola   - No new digest announcements identified 
Afghanistan - No new digest announcements identified 
Burkina Faso [in French]  - No new digest announcements identified 
Burundi  - No new digest announcements identified 
Cameroon  - No new digest announcements identified 
Central African Republic - No new digest announcements identified 
Ethiopia - No new digest announcements identified 
Iran - No new digest announcements identified 
Iraq - No new digest announcements identified 
Libya - No new digest announcements identified 
Malawi - No new digest announcements identified 
Measles in Europe - No new digest announcements identified 
MERS-CoV  - No new digest announcements identified 
Myanmar  - No new digest announcements identified  
Niger - No new digest announcements identified 
occupied Palestinian territory  - No new digest announcements identified 
Sudan - No new digest announcements identified 
Ukraine - No new digest announcements identified 
Zimbabwe - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 1 Emergencies  [to 2 May 2020] 
Chad  - No new digest announcements identified 
Djibouti - No new digest announcements identified 
Kenya   - No new digest announcements identified 
Mali  - No new digest announcements identified 
Namibia - viral hepatitis  - No new digest announcements identified 

http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cod/en/
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/331902/SITREP_EVD_DRC_20200428-eng.pdf
http://www.who.int/emergencies/nigeria/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/somalia/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ssd/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/syr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/yem/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/angola
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/afg/en/
https://www.afro.who.int/fr/countries/burkina-faso
https://www.afro.who.int/countries/burundi
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cmr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/caf/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/eth/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/irn/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/countries/irq/index.html
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/lby/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/malawi
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/communicable-diseases/measles-and-rubella
http://www.who.int/emergencies/mers-cov/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mmr/en/
http://afro.who.int/fr/countries/niger
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/opt/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/sdn/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ukr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/zwe/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tcd/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/fr/countries/dji/
http://www.afro.who.int/countries/kenya
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mli/en/
http://afro.who.int/news/baseline-assessment-national-viral-hepatitis-response-namibia


   

  

Tanzania  - No new digest announcements identified 
  
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – L3 Emergencies 
The UN and its humanitarian partners are currently responding to three 'L3' emergencies. This is the 
global humanitarian system's classification for the response to the most severe, large-scale 
humanitarian crises.  
Syrian Arab Republic   
:: Syrian Arab Republic: COVID-19 Update No. 08 - 2 May 2020 
:: Syrian Arab Republic: Whole of Syria COVID-19 Response Update No.01 (As of 29 April 2020) 
 
Yemen  
:: 30 April 2020  Yemen: Flash Floods Flash Update No. 3 (As of 30 April 2020) 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Corporate Emergencies 
When the USG/ERC declares a Corporate Emergency Response, all OCHA offices, branches and 
sections provide their full support to response activities both at HQ and in the field. 
CYCLONE IDAI and Kenneth  
:: 29 April 2020  Zimbabwe Situation Report, 29 Apr 2020 
 
:: EBOLA OUTBREAK IN THE DRC  - No new digest announcements identified 
 
 

 
*                      *                       *                        * 

 
 

:: Agency/Government/IGO Watch 
We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for key 
media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on regional or global 
level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific coverage is limited. Please 
suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
 
 
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly  
[to 2 May 2020] 
https://www.un.org/press/en 
Selected Meetings/Press Releases/Announcements 
1 May 2020  
SG/SM/20068 
In Video Message Launching Policy Brief on Older Persons, Secretary-General Says COVID-
19 Response Must Respect Their Rights, Dignity 
 
29 April 2020  
SC/14173 

http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tza/en/
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/syria
https://reliefweb.int/node/3630174
https://reliefweb.int/node/3629854
https://www.unocha.org/yemen
https://reliefweb.int/node/3628009
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/southern-and-eastern-africa-rosea/cyclone-idai
https://www.unocha.org/southern-and-eastern-africa-rosea/cyclones-idai-and-kenneth
https://reliefweb.int/node/3626009
https://www.unocha.org/drc
https://www.un.org/press/en
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm20068.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm20068.doc.htm


   

  

Special Envoy Calls for Nationwide Ceasefire in Syria, Stressing Importance of Sustained 
Calm, Access to Anti-COVID-19 Equipment, Resources 
 
29 April 2020  
SC/14175 
Tragedy Beckons in Syria as War-Ravaged Health-Care System Is Ill-Equipped to Cope 
with COVID-19 Spread, Humanitarian Chief Warns Security Council 
 
28 April 2020  
DSG/SM/1405 
COVID-19 Threatens Hard-Won Development Gains as Emergency ‘Unfolds before Our 
Eyes’, Deputy Secretary-General Tells European Union Meeting on G5 Sahel 
 
 
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 2 May 2020] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true  
Top News 
Press briefing note on Lebanon 
 
Press briefing note on Nepal 
 
World Press Freedom Day – Sunday 3 May 2020 Criminalisation of journalism around the 
world must end now, says UN expert  
 
Israeli annexation plans would lead to “cascade of bad human rights consequences”, says 
UN expert 
 
COVID-19 crisis highlights urgent need to transform global economy, says new UN poverty 
expert 
 
 
United Nations Human Rights Council  [to 2 May 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL 
Council News 
Human Rights Council discusses human rights implications of the COVID-19 crisis with its 
special procedures mandate holders  
30/04/2020 
 
 
Committee on the Rights of the Child [to 2 May 2020] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the sale and sexual exploitation of children   [to 2 May 2020] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx  
Latest News 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sc14173.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sc14173.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sc14175.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sc14175.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/dsgsm1405.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/dsgsm1405.doc.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25854&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25855&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25856&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25856&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25857&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25857&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25858&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25858&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=25853&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=25853&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx


   

  

No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed 
Conflict [to 2 May 2020] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict 
[to 2 May 2020] 
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights   [to 2 May 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx 
Latest News 
COVID-19 crisis highlights urgent need to transform global economy, says new UN poverty 
expert 
1 May 2020 

UN inaction denies justice for Haiti cholera victims, say UN experts 
30 April 2020 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable 
standard of physical and mental health  [to 2 May 2020] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx 
Latest News 
UN inaction denies justice for Haiti cholera victims, say UN experts 
30 April 2020 

Venezuela: Health emergency no excuse to further restrict human rights, say UN experts  
30 April 2020 
 
 
Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights  [to 2 May 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples   [to 2 May 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx 
Latest news 

https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25858&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25858&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25851&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25851&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25849&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx


   

  

Philippines mine standoff: Indigenous and environmental rights must be respected, say UN 
experts 
30 April 2020 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx 
Latest News 
US: Migrants “held for processing” should be released from COVID-19 high-risk detention 
centres  
27 April 2020 
 
 
UN OCHA [to 2 May 2020] 
https://www.unocha.org/  
Selected Press Releases         
01 May 2020 
DR Congo: A complex web of humanitarian needs, 1 May 2020 
  
27 April 2020 
UN Strengthens Efforts to Reduce Socio-Economic Impact of COVID-19 [EN/MY] 
   The United Nations in Myanmar is taking steps to reduce the impact of COVID-19 on businesses and 
enterprises and aims to promote inclusive business environment for women and men across the 
country. 
 
 
Centre for Humanitarian Data/HDX  [to 2 May 2020] 
https://centre.humdata.org/ 
Blog   April 16, 2020 
Survey Results on Priorities for Data Responsibility in Humanitarian Action 
   In March 2020, the Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC) Sub-Group on Data Responsibility 
conducted an online survey to better understand priority areas for guidance on the safe, ethical, and 
effective management of data in humanitarian action. The survey was conducted to inform joint, 
system-wide operational guidance on data responsibility which will be published later this year. 
 
 
UNICEF  [to 2 May 2020] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases 
Press release  
Geneva Palais briefing note on the impact of COVID-19 mitigation measures on vaccine 
supply and logistics 
01/05/2020  
 
Press release 
New guidelines provide roadmap for safe reopening of schools 
29/04/2020  
 
Press release 

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25850&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25850&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25827&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25827&LangID=E
https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases
https://reliefweb.int/node/3629734
https://reliefweb.int/node/3620584
https://centre.humdata.org/
https://centre.humdata.org/survey-results-on-priorities-for-data-responsibility-in-humanitarian-action/
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/geneva-palais-briefing-note-impact-covid-19-mitigation-measures-vaccine-supply-and
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/geneva-palais-briefing-note-impact-covid-19-mitigation-measures-vaccine-supply-and
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/geneva-palais-briefing-note-impact-covid-19-mitigation-measures-vaccine-supply-and
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/geneva-palais-briefing-note-impact-covid-19-mitigation-measures-vaccine-supply-and
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/new-guidelines-provide-roadmap-safe-reopening-schools
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/new-guidelines-provide-roadmap-safe-reopening-schools
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/greta-thunberg-and-ngo-human-act-launch-child-rights-driven-coronavirus-campaign


   

  

Greta Thunberg and NGO Human Act launch a child rights driven coronavirus campaign for 
UNICEF 
   Climate activist calls on young people, other supporters, to encourage everyone to support UNICEF’s 
vital work to save children’s lives 
29/04/2020  
 
Statement 
COVID-19 & Immigration Detention: What Can Governments and Other Stakeholders Do? 
   Statement by the United Nations Network on Migration 
29/04/2020  
 
Statement 
Eleven children reported killed in an attack on a crowded market in Afrin, northern Syria 
Statement by UNICEF Regional Director for the Middle East and North Africa Ted Chaiban 
29/04/2020  
 
Press release 
Over 5 million children face threat of cholera and acute water diarrhea in the midst of 
COVID-19 as Yemen gets heavy rains 
29/04/2020  
 
Press release 
Futures of 370 million children in jeopardy as school closures deprive them of school meals 
– UNICEF and WFP 
28/04/2020  
 
Press release 
Disruption of childhood vaccination in South Asia poses an urgent threat to children’s 
health – UNICEF 
4.5 million of South Asia’s children miss out on routine immunization, even before COVID-19 
28/04/2020  
[See COVID-19 above for detail] 
 
Press release 
COVID-19: Gavi and UNICEF to secure equipment and diagnostics for lower-income 
countries 
28/04/2020  
 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 2 May 2020] 
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html 
Selected Announcements  
Displaced people urgently need aid and access to social safety nets as coronavirus causes 
severe hardship 
01 May 2020 
 
UNHCR warns of looming humanitarian crisis in South Sudan, amidst ongoing fighting and 
coronavirus threat 

https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/greta-thunberg-and-ngo-human-act-launch-child-rights-driven-coronavirus-campaign
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/greta-thunberg-and-ngo-human-act-launch-child-rights-driven-coronavirus-campaign
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/covid-19-immigration-detention-what-can-governments-and-other-stakeholders-do
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/covid-19-immigration-detention-what-can-governments-and-other-stakeholders-do
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/eleven-children-reported-killed-attack-crowded-market-afrin-northern-syria
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/eleven-children-reported-killed-attack-crowded-market-afrin-northern-syria
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/over-5-million-children-face-threat-cholera-and-acute-water-diarrhea-midst-covid-19
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/over-5-million-children-face-threat-cholera-and-acute-water-diarrhea-midst-covid-19
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/over-5-million-children-face-threat-cholera-and-acute-water-diarrhea-midst-covid-19
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/over-5-million-children-face-threat-cholera-and-acute-water-diarrhea-midst-covid-19
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/futures-370-million-children-jeopardy-school-closures-deprive-them-school-meals
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/futures-370-million-children-jeopardy-school-closures-deprive-them-school-meals
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/futures-370-million-children-jeopardy-school-closures-deprive-them-school-meals
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/disruption-childhood-vaccination-south-asia-poses-urgent-threat-childrens-health
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/disruption-childhood-vaccination-south-asia-poses-urgent-threat-childrens-health
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/disruption-childhood-vaccination-south-asia-poses-urgent-threat-childrens-health
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/covid-19-gavi-and-unicef-secure-equipment-and-diagnostics-lower-income-countries
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/covid-19-gavi-and-unicef-secure-equipment-and-diagnostics-lower-income-countries
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/covid-19-gavi-and-unicef-secure-equipment-and-diagnostics-lower-income-countries
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/covid-19-gavi-and-unicef-secure-equipment-and-diagnostics-lower-income-countries
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/5/5eabdc134/displaced-people-urgently-need-aid-access-social-safety-nets-coronavirus.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/5/5eabdc134/displaced-people-urgently-need-aid-access-social-safety-nets-coronavirus.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/4/5eaa991c4/unhcr-warns-looming-humanitarian-crisis-south-sudan-amidst-ongoing-fighting.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/4/5eaa991c4/unhcr-warns-looming-humanitarian-crisis-south-sudan-amidst-ongoing-fighting.html


   

  

30 April 2020  
 
Despite pandemic restrictions, people fleeing violence and persecution continue to seek 
asylum in Mexico 
28 April 2020 
 
UNHCR: Shortfall threatens critical aid for nearly one million displaced Yemenis and 
refugees  
28 April 2020 
 
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 2 May 2020] 
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
Selected Announcements 
IOM Asia-Pacific Appeals for USD 90.7 Million as Confirmed COVID-19 Cases Top 310,000 
Across Region 
2020-05-01 14:05 
   Bangkok – As the number of new confirmed coronavirus disease (COVID-19) cases continue to rise 
across the region, the International Organization for Migration’s Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific 
is stepping up its work with governments and partners to ensure that all... 
 
COVID-19 & Immigration Detention: What Can Governments and Other Stakeholders Do? 
2020-04-29 13:35 
United Nations Network on Migration  
   Around the world today, we are witnessing the severe impacts of the use of migration-related 
detention on migrants, asylum-seekers and refugees during the COVID-19 pandemic – indefinite... 
 
 
UNAIDS [to 2 May 2020]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
Selected Press Releases/Reports/Statements 
1 May 2020 
Paying tribute to care workers during an online Labour Day event  
 
1 May 2020 
“The concern did not just come from the community, but also the health workers”  
 
29 April 2020 
“We must ensure that HIV treatment adherence is not compromised”—keeping people in 
Pakistan on HIV treatment  
 
28 April 2020 
“I’ve saved lives on the frontline of the COVID-19 pandemic in China”  
 
28 April 2020 
Women are more likely to be on HIV treatment  
  
 

https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/4/5ea7dc144/despite-pandemic-restrictions-people-fleeing-violence-persecution-continue.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/4/5ea7dc144/despite-pandemic-restrictions-people-fleeing-violence-persecution-continue.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/4/5ea7ecd84/unhcr-shortfall-threatens-critical-aid-nearly-million-displaced-yemenis.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/4/5ea7ecd84/unhcr-shortfall-threatens-critical-aid-nearly-million-displaced-yemenis.html
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-asia-pacific-appeals-usd-907-million-confirmed-covid-19-cases-top-310000-across-region
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-asia-pacific-appeals-usd-907-million-confirmed-covid-19-cases-top-310000-across-region
https://www.iom.int/news/covid-19-immigration-detention-what-can-governments-and-other-stakeholders-do
http://www.unaids.org/en
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/may/20200501_labour-day
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/may/20200501_indonesia
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/april/20200429_pakistan
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/april/20200429_pakistan
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/april/20200428_china
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/april/20200428_women-more-likely-to-be-on-hiv-treatment


   

  

Unitaid  [to 2 May 2020] 
https://unitaid.org/ 
Featured News 
27 April 2020 
Unitaid congratulates Ellen ‘t Hoen on national honour recognising her efforts on access 
and equity 
   Geneva — Unitaid congratulates Ellen ‘t Hoen on the announcement that H.M. King Alexander of the 
Netherlands has conferred on her the title of ‘Officier in de Orde van Oranje-Nassau’, in recognition of 
her important contribution on global health and access to medicines at the international level. 
Amongst her many achievements, Ellen ‘t Hoen was instrumental in setting up the Medicines Patent 
Pool ten years ago in 2010, which Unitaid has funded since its creation. She also was its first Executive 
Director… 
 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 2 May 2020]  
1 May 2020   Statement 
Statement on the third meeting of the International Health Regulations (2005) Emergency 
Committee regarding the outbreak of coronavirus disease (COVID-19) 
 
1 May 2020   News release 
Billions worldwide living with herpes 
 
1 May 2020   News release 
WHO and European Investment Bank strengthen efforts to combat COVID-19 and build 
resilient health systems to face future pandemics 
:: WHO and the European Investment Bank enhance cooperation to support countries in addressing 
the health impact of COVID-19 
:: The first phase will address urgent needs and strengthen primary health care in ten 
African countries 
:: Enhanced WHO-EIB partnership will scale up financing to assure the chain of essential supplies, 
including personal protective equipment, diagnostics and clinical management 
:: New initiative will accelerate investment in health preparedness and primary health care with a focus 
on health work force, infrastructure, and water, sanitation and hygiene 
:: The initiative involves measures to address the growing threat of antimicrobial resistance 
 
27 April 2020   Statement 
WHO Timeline - COVID-19 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO      
No new digest content identified. 
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
No new digest content identified. 
 

https://unitaid.org/#en
https://unitaid.org/news-blog/unitaid-congratulates-ellen-t-hoen-on-national-honour-recognising-her-efforts-on-access-and-equity/
https://unitaid.org/news-blog/unitaid-congratulates-ellen-t-hoen-on-national-honour-recognising-her-efforts-on-access-and-equity/
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/01-05-2020-statement-on-the-third-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)-emergency-committee-regarding-the-outbreak-of-coronavirus-disease-(covid-19)
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/01-05-2020-statement-on-the-third-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)-emergency-committee-regarding-the-outbreak-of-coronavirus-disease-(covid-19)
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/01-05-2020-billions-worldwide-living-with-herpes
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/01-05-2020-who-and-european-investment-bank-strengthen-efforts-to-combat-covid-19-and-build-resilient-health-systems-to-face-future-pandemics
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/01-05-2020-who-and-european-investment-bank-strengthen-efforts-to-combat-covid-19-and-build-resilient-health-systems-to-face-future-pandemics
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/27-04-2020-who-timeline---covid-19
http://www.afro.who.int/
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=466:2008-media-center-press-releases&Itemid=40108&lang=en


   

  

WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
::  29 April 2020   News release 
WHO convenes manufacturers, regulatory authorities meet on COVID-19 vaccines 
 
WHO European Region EURO  
:: COVID-19 pandemic remains public health emergency of international concern 02-05-2020  
:: WHO/Europe COVID-19 mission on route to Tajikistan at Government’s request 01-05-2020  
:: Vital health protection steps must be continued during COVID-19 30-04-2020  
:: Through transparent knowledge-sharing, tailored support on the ground, and steadfast solidarity we 
will beat COVID-19 29-04-2020  
:: COVID-19 exposes the critical importance of patient rehabilitation 28-04-2020  
    
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: Statement by WHO's Regional Director Dr Ahmed Al-Mandhari on our collective fight against COVID-
19  28 April 2020  
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 2 May 2020] 
https://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2020/ 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 2 May 2020] 
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release 
Press Releases 
28 April 2020  
New UNFPA projections predict calamitous impact on women’s health as COVID-19 
pandemic continues 
   As the COVID-19 pandemic rages on, the number of women unable to access family planning, facing 
unintended pregnancies, gender-based violence and other harmful practices could skyrocket by millions 
of cases in the...  
 
 
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 2 May 2020] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
Selected Press Releases/Announcements 
COVID-19: New UNDP data dashboards reveal huge disparities among countries in ability 
to cope and recover 
   Indicators such as the level of poverty, healthcare capacity, access to internet and social protection 
can portray how severe the effects of the COVID-19 crisis might be in each of 189 countries.    
Posted on April 29, 2020 
 
UN sets out COVID-19 social and economic recovery plan 

http://www.searo.who.int/
https://www.who.int/southeastasia/news/detail/29-04-2020-who-convenes-manufacturers-regulatory-authorities-meet-on-covid-19-vaccines
http://www.euro.who.int/
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-emergencies/coronavirus-covid-19/news/news/2020/5/covid-19-pandemic-remains-public-health-emergency-of-international-concern2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/countries/tajikistan/news/news/2020/5/whoeurope-covid-19-mission-on-route-to-tajikistan-at-governments-request
http://www.euro.who.int/en/about-us/regional-director/statements/statement-we-cannot-allow-the-impact-of-covid-19-to-be-amplified-by-neglecting-other-vital-health-protection-measures
http://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/sections/statements/2020/statement-through-transparent-knowledge-sharing,-tailored-support-on-the-ground,-and-steadfast-solidarity-we-will-beat-covid-19
http://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/sections/statements/2020/statement-through-transparent-knowledge-sharing,-tailored-support-on-the-ground,-and-steadfast-solidarity-we-will-beat-covid-19
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-emergencies/coronavirus-covid-19/news/news/2020/4/covid-19-exposes-the-critical-importance-of-patient-rehabilitation
http://www.emro.who.int/
http://www.emro.who.int/media/news/statement-by-whos-regional-director-dr-ahmed-al-mandhari-on-our-collective-fight-against-covid-19.html
http://www.emro.who.int/media/news/statement-by-whos-regional-director-dr-ahmed-al-mandhari-on-our-collective-fight-against-covid-19.html
http://www.wpro.who.int/
https://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2020/
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release
https://www.unfpa.org/press/new-unfpa-projections-predict-calamitous-impact-womens-health-covid-19-pandemic-continues
https://www.unfpa.org/press/new-unfpa-projections-predict-calamitous-impact-womens-health-covid-19-pandemic-continues
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/news/2020/COVID19_UNDP_data_dashboards_reveal_disparities_among_countries_to_cope_and_recover.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/news/2020/COVID19_UNDP_data_dashboards_reveal_disparities_among_countries_to_cope_and_recover.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/news/2020/UN_sets_out_COVID_social_and_economic_recovery_plan.html


   

  

   With economies stumbling and unemployment soaring, UN ramps up plans for social and economic 
recovery alongside WHO-led health response    
Posted on April 27, 2020 
 
 
UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 2 May 2020] 
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division  [to 2 May 2020] 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 2 May 2020] 
https://www.unenvironment.org/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNDRR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 2 May 2020] 
https://www.undrr.org/ 
Updates    
1 May 2020  
UNDRR Asia-Pacific COVID-19 Webinars  
   As the first region to be impacted by COVID-19, Asia-Pacific has become the testing ground for 
innovations and solutions to tackle this global disaster. UNDRR’s Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific 
will be organizing over the coming weeks a series of 
 
30 April 2020  
The Earthquake in Zagreb amid the COVID-19 Pandemic: OPINION  
   Situation development In Croatia, this story began on 22 February 2020, with the first death 
attributed to COVID-19 in Italy. The same day, the Civil Protection Coordination Centre was established 
by the Croatian Government. It assembled, among others 
 
29 April 2020  
CEPREDENAC creates a platform for improved pandemic management in the region  
   As the COVID-19 pandemic grows at a steady pace in the Americas, the Coordination Center for the 
Prevention of Disasters in Central America and the Dominican Republic (CEPREDENAC) has launched 
the 'SICA COVID-19 Information and Coordination Platform' 
 
28 April 2020  
Parliamentarians have strong role to play in COVID-19 struggle  

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/
https://www.unenvironment.org/
https://www.undrr.org/
https://www.undrr.org/news/undrr-asia-pacific-covid-19-webinars
https://www.undrr.org/news/earthquake-zagreb-amid-covid-19-pandemic-opinion
https://www.undrr.org/news/cepredenac-creates-platform-improved-pandemic-management-region
https://www.undrr.org/news/parliamentarians-have-strong-role-play-covid-19-struggle


   

  

   GENEVA - The world’s parliamentarians were urged today to set their differences aside and act in 
unity at the national level to fight the COVID-19 pandemic. “We don’t need to use this virus to score 
political points against each other. Strong national 
 
 
UN DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 2 May 2020] 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/  
News 
COVID-19 recovery measures could prevent widening inequalities due to pandemic 
1 May 2020, New York  
Insufficient response to the crisis will likely worsen physical, economic health of already disadvantaged 
groups  
   As COVID-19 reveals wide differences in outcomes between various social groups the pandemic is 
also an opportunity for policymakers to take measures that will reduce inequalities in the long term, 
according to a new policy brief released by the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs today. 
As if the health consequences of the pandemic are not dire enough, evidence shows further that the 
COVID-19 crisis could result in increasing levels of poverty and inequality—generating impacts lasting 
for years, perhaps even generations. But the new policy brief finds that with proper responses, these 
ever-widening inequalities are not inevitable. However, an insufficient response to the crisis and its 
economic and social impacts will likely deepen inequality, intensifying public discontent and weakening 
trust in institutions. 
   Efforts to reduce the chances of being infected, such as social distancing, are more difficult where 
population densities are high, as in major urban centers with packed transit systems, or for people 
living in small, crowded households, slums, migrant worker housing or refugee camps. For the three 
billion people without basic handwashing facilities at home, frequent handwashing to stay safe, 
remains a tough challenge. 
   Empirical data to date show that, once people are infected, outcomes tend to be more severe for 
older adults, men, and those with weaker immune systems or pre-existing health conditions such as 
obesity, diabetes and cardiovascular disease. Several of these pre-existing conditions tend to occur 
more frequently in disadvantaged groups, who may also be less likely to have access to quality health 
care, or more likely to live and work in conditions that increase the risk of infection. 
 
‘Rights and dignity’ of older people must be respected during COVID-19 and beyond 
1 May 2020, New York  
   The COVID-19 fatality rate for people over 80-years-old, is five times the global average, the UN 
Secretary-General said on Friday, launching a new policy initiative to address this and many other 
challenges faced by the elderly, during and after the biggest public health crisis to hit the world in a 
century. 
   “Our response to COVID-19 must respect the rights and dignity of older people”, Secretary-General 
António Guterres said launching the report. 
  Against the backdrop of age discrimination, autonomy for older people, disparities in social protection 
and healthcare – as well as a lack of decision-making power – he maintained that for older persons, 
the crisis is “exacerbating existing human rights protection gaps and socio-economic challenges”. 
   “We need to stand up now for older person’s rights”, the UN Independent Expert on the enjoyment 
of all human rights by older persons Rosa Kornfeld-Matte had said. “Pervasive gerontophobia, the fear 
of age-related self-degeneration and death, nurtures prejudice against older people, discrimination and 
ultimately the denial of human rights in older age”… 
:: Policy Brief: The Impact of COVID-19 on older persons 

https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/policy/desa-policy-brief-on-covid-19.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dpad/publication/un-desa-policy-brief-65-responses-to-the-covid-19-catastrophe-could-turn-the-tide-on-inequality/
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/social/rights-and-dignity-of-older-people.html
https://www.un.org/coronavirus
https://www.un.org/sg/
https://www.un.org/sg/
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/un_policy_brief_on_covid-19_and_older_persons_1_may_2020.pdf


   

  

 
 
UNESCO  [to 2 May 2020] 
http://en.unesco.org/news 
Latest News 
UN supports journalists to counter disinformation, fake news and ensure their safety 
during COVID-19 
01/05/2020  
 
Journalists struggle to work free from fear or favour, new UNESCO study says 
30/04/2020  
 
 
International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS)  [to 2 May 2020] 
https://www.icomos.org/en/ 
Announcements 
Culture 2030 Goal Covid-19 Statement  
20 April 2020 
'ENSURING CULTURE FULFILLS ITS POTENTIAL IN RESPONDING TO THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC', the 
statement's preamble emphasizes:  
   "With the world faced with the COVID-19 pandemic today and the need to rebuild our societies 
tomorrow, culture should be at the heart of the response. Culture brings inspiration, comfort and hope 
into people’s lives. To harness this potential, the Culture 2030 Goal movement, in the context of its 
engagement in the United Nations 2030 Agenda, calls on UN agencies, governments and all other 
stakeholders to act." 
Statement PDF: 
https://www.icomos.org/images/SDG/EN_culture2030goal_declaration_Culture_and_covid19.pdf 
 
 
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 2 May 2020] 
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 2 May 2020] 
http://unhabitat.org/ 
News and Stories 
Over 135,000 handwashes at UN-Habitat-supported facilities in Nairobi’s informal 
settlements 
Tuesday 28 April, 2020 
 
Ministers and regional representatives from Latin America hold virtual Forum on the 
COVID-19 impact on vulnerable areas 
Tuesday 28 April, 2020  
 
Coronavirus will travel 'incredibly fast' in Africa's slums, UN-Habitat chief warns 
Sunday 26 April, 2020  
 

http://en.unesco.org/news
https://en.unesco.org/news/supports-journalists-counter-disinformation-fake-news-and-ensure-their-safety-during-covid-19
https://en.unesco.org/news/supports-journalists-counter-disinformation-fake-news-and-ensure-their-safety-during-covid-19
https://en.unesco.org/news/journalists-struggle-work-free-fear-favour-new-unesco-study-says
https://www.icomos.org/en/
https://www.icomos.org/en/focus/un-sustainable-development-goals/74910-culture-2030-goal-covid-19-statement
https://www.icomos.org/images/SDG/EN_culture2030goal_declaration_Culture_and_covid19.pdf
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp
http://unhabitat.org/
https://unhabitat.org/over-135000-handwashes-at-un-habitat-supported-facilities-in-nairobi%E2%80%99s-informal-settlements
https://unhabitat.org/over-135000-handwashes-at-un-habitat-supported-facilities-in-nairobi%E2%80%99s-informal-settlements
https://unhabitat.org/ministers-and-regional-representatives-from-latin-america-hold-virtual-forum-on-the-covid-19-impact
https://unhabitat.org/ministers-and-regional-representatives-from-latin-america-hold-virtual-forum-on-the-covid-19-impact
https://unhabitat.org/coronavirus-will-travel-incredibly-fast-in-africas-slums-un-habitat-chief-warns


   

  

UN-Habitat supports municipalities with a rapid assessment of COVID-19 challenges in 
Lebanon 
Friday 24 April, 2020  
 
 
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 2 May 2020] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ILO International Labour Organization  [to 2 May 2020] 
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm 
COVID-19 and Maritime transport 
Seafarers and fishers – Providing vital services during the COVID-19 pandemic    
30 April 2020  
As many countries in the world mark Labour Day the International Labour Organization calls on 
governments to implement measures to protect seafarers and fishers during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
COVID-19 and Safety and health at work 
COVID-19 and the new meaning of safety and health at work   
30 April 2020  
In the context of the COVID-19 pandemic, occupational safety and health takes on even greater 
importance. It is a core aspect of decent work, and as such, it should be universally guaranteed. Yet, 
too many work accidents still take place every year. Work accidents have a significant human, social 
and economic cost, which we should strive to eliminate by ensuring that all workplaces are safe and 
healthy. 
 
COVID-19: Stimulating the economy and employment 
ILO: As job losses escalate, nearly half of global workforce at risk of losing livelihoods   
29 April 2020  
The latest ILO data on the labour market impact of the COVID-19 pandemic reveals the devastating 
effect on workers in the informal economy and on hundreds of millions of enterprises worldwide. 
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
World Day for Safety and Health at Work 
The COVID-19 crisis may lead to mental health issues for many workers   
28 April 2020  
The pandemic and the resulting economic recession will exacerbate pre-existing health inequities and 
have a larger impact on the mental health of vulnerable disadvantaged groups, such as people with 
disabilities and the unemployed. 
 
COVID-19: Protecting workers in the workplace 
Protect workers both now and after lockdowns ease, says ILO   
28 April 2020  
The International Labour Organization warns that without adequate safeguards for returning workers 
there could be a second wave of the virus. 
 
 

https://unhabitat.org/un-habitat-supports-municipalities-with-a-rapid-assessment-of-covid-19-challenges-in-lebanon
https://unhabitat.org/un-habitat-supports-municipalities-with-a-rapid-assessment-of-covid-19-challenges-in-lebanon
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_743344/lang--en/index.htm
https://ilostat.ilo.org/2020/04/30/covid-19-and-the-new-meaning-of-safety-and-health-at-work/
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_743036/lang--en/index.htm
https://iloblog.org/2020/04/28/the-covid-19-crisis-may-lead-to-mental-health-issues-for-many-workers/
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_742898/lang--en/index.htm


   

  

ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 2 May 2020] 
http://www.icao.int/  
Latest News and Highlights    
1.5 billion fewer international air travellers this year according to latest ICAO forecast 
30/4/20 
   
ICAO Council establishes COVID-19 Aviation Recovery Task Force 
29/4/20 
 
 
IMO International Maritime Organization  [to 2 May 2020] 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx 
Latest Press Briefings  
IMO postpones further meetings due to COVID-19 but begins rescheduling plans 
30/04/2020  
   The next regular session of the IMO Council has been postponed, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
but work has begun to prepare for a revised meeting programme.    
 
 
WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 2 May 2020] 
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release 
Press Release  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UPU  Universal Postal Union   [to 2 May 2020] 
http://news.upu.int/no_cache/news/ 
News 
Diversity born of adversity: How mail routes are changing in the COVID-19 era 
   01.05.2020 - “COVID-19 has been disastrous for the industry, but it has also led to fresh innovations 
and a new spirit of cooperation among postal operators. Everyone recognizes we are in this together,” 
said Adan Noor, the Universal Postal Union's Supply Chain Coordinator. 
 
 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 2 May 2020] 
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Organization for Standardization (ISO)  [to 2 May 2020] 
https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/ 
News 
By Clare Naden on 29 April 2020  
Smarter ways to services with updated ISO/IEC guide  
The service industry is a key driver of economic growth, being, for most countries, the biggest 
employer. Consumers are the backbone of services, so taking their needs into account when it comes 

http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/Billion-fewer-international-air-travellers-this-year-according-to-latest-ICAO-forecast.aspx
https://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/ICAO-Council-establishes-COVID19-Aviation-Recovery-Task-Force.aspx
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/14-meetings-postponed.aspx
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release
http://news.upu.int/no_cache/news/
http://news.upu.int/no_cache/nd/diversity-born-of-adversity-how-mail-routes-are-changing-in-the-covid-19-era/
http://news.upu.int/no_cache/nd/diversity-born-of-adversity-how-mail-routes-are-changing-in-the-covid-19-era/
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html
https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/
https://www.iso.org/news/ref2493.html


   

  

to standards for the sector is essential. The international guide for standards developers has just been 
updated.  
 
27 April 2020  
COVID-19: National resources  
This page is dedicated to featuring national resources developed by ISO members to support the fight 
against COVID-19.  
 
By Clare Naden on 27 April 2020  
Covid-19: addressing workplace challenges on World Day for Safety and Health at Work  
Keeping safe and healthy in the workplace is important at any time, but even more so in times like 
these. This year’s World Day for Safety and Health at Work addresses the Covid-19 pandemic and ISO 
is right behind the efforts with guidance to help.  
 
 
UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 2 May 2020] 
https://www.unwto.org/news 
News 
All Regions  COVID-19   Statements  
Message from Madrid: No Time to Waste as Lost Working Hours Devastate Lives 
01 May 2020 
 
All Regions  COVID-19  
100% of Global Destinations Now Have COVID-19 Travel Restrictions, UNWTO Reports 
28 Apr 2020 
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
 
WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 2 May 2020] 
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/ 
Press Releases 
WIPO's Beijing Treaty Enters into Force: Begins Helping Actors and other Performers 
Apr 28, 2020   PR/2020/852 
   The Beijing Treaty on Audiovisual Performances has officially entered into force and can from today 
begin improving earning conditions for actors and other audiovisual performers – a development with 
added importance amid the negative impact on cultural production by the economic fallout from the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
   The Treaty is designed to help audiovisual performers – television and film actors, musicians, 
dancers, and others – many of whom live from job to job in precarious economic circumstances. The 
Treaty expands audiovisual workers' performance-related rights, which can translate into increased 
payments from retransmission – an especially critical benefit as many new productions are halted due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic… 
 
 
CBD  Convention on Biological Diversity [to 2 May 2020] 
https://www.cbd.int/ 
Announcements 

https://www.iso.org/covid19-members
https://www.iso.org/news/ref2504.html
https://www.unwto.org/news
https://www.unwto.org/news/no-time-to-waste-as-lost-working-hours-devastate-lives
https://www.unwto.org/news/covid-19-travel-restrictions
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/
https://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/articles/2020/article_0009.html
https://www.wipo.int/beijing_treaty/en/
https://www.cbd.int/


   

  

01.05.2020 Experts apply microbiome research to agricultural science to increase crop 
yield  
 
30.04.2020 Webinair on Environmental DNA: increasing the power and pace of biodiversity 
surveys  
 
:::::: 
 
USAID [to 2 May 2020] 
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Announcements 
Statement on World Press Freedom Day from USAID Acting Administrator John Barsa  
May 2, 2020 
The U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) joins the world in celebrating World Press 
Freedom Day.  Free and independent journalism is vital to open and democratic societies.  The role of 
journalists is even more important during a public health crisis like the one we face today, when they 
serve as "first corresponders." 
 
Statement by USAID Acting Administrator John Barsa on the New Partnerships Initiative  
April 28, 2020 
Today, I announced three new funding opportunities as part of the New Partnerships Initiative (NPI) of 
the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) and the Agency's intent to develop NPI Action 
Plans at all of our Missions around the world. 
 
 
DFID  [to 2 May 2020] 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development 
Press Releases 
DFID support for partners to deliver life-saving programmes  
   The International Development Secretary sets out help for DFID's supply partners. 
Updated: 1 May 2020  
 
UK leads global fight to protect up to 75 million children against deadly diseases  
   New UK support to Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, to protect up to 75 million children against deadly 
diseases like measles, polio and typhoid. 
Updated: 29 April 2020  
 
 
ECHO  [to 2 May 2020] 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news 
Latest News 
Coronavirus: rescEU masks delivered to Spain, Italy and Croatia 
02/05/2020 
   Following last week's delivery to Italy, more batches of FFP2 protective masks are being distributed 
this weekend to Spain, Italy and Croatia from rescEU - the first ever common European reserve of 
medical equipment set up last month to help...  
 

https://phys.org/news/2020-05-experts-microbiome-agricultural-science-crop.html
https://phys.org/news/2020-05-experts-microbiome-agricultural-science-crop.html
https://phys.org/news/2020-05-experts-microbiome-agricultural-science-crop.html
https://www.cbd.int/biobridge/platform/submit/bbi-Opportunity/249890/view
https://www.cbd.int/biobridge/platform/submit/bbi-Opportunity/249890/view
https://www.cbd.int/biobridge/platform/submit/bbi-Opportunity/249890/view
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/may-02-2020-usaid-acting-administrator-john-barsa-world-press-freedom-day
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/apr-28-2020-acting-administrator-john-barsa-new-partnerships-initiative
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/dfid-support-for-partners-to-deliver-life-saving-programmes
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-leads-global-fight-to-protect-up-to-75-million-children-against-deadly-diseases
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/coronavirus-resceu-masks-delivered-spain-italy-and-croatia_en


   

  

Bosnia and Herzegovina: EU announces €4.5 million to support vulnerable refugees and 
migrants 
29/04/2020 
   Today, the European Commission announced €4.5 million in immediate humanitarian assistance to 
help vulnerable refugees and migrants in Bosnia and Herzegovina access comprehensive health and 
protection assistance. This brings EU humanitarian...  
 
:::::: 
 
African Union [to 2 May 2020] 
http://www.au.int/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of Social  
Press releases 
Commemoration of International Workers’ Day  
May 01, 2020  
Every year, the world of work celebrates the International Labour Day on May 1. 
 
African Union Covid-19 Response Fund Board of Trustees Holds Inaugural Meeting 
April 30, 2020  
 
AU to distribute supplies after receiving third Jack Ma Foundation consignment  
April 29, 2020  
 
 
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations  [to 2 May 2020] 
http://asean.org/category/news/asean-secretariat-news/ 
Secretariat News 
Press Release on Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) by the ASEAN Intergovernmental 
Commission on Human Rights (AICHR) 
   JAKARTA, 1 May 2020 - The Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic has now sadly resulted 
in infections and caused deaths across the globe, including in the Member States of the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). We express our serious concerns about the spread of COVID-19 and 
its negative effects on the lives and well-being [...] 
 
 
European Commission [to 2 May 2020] 
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1 
Latest     
Press release  29 April 2020 
Rule of Law: European Commission launches infringement procedure to safeguard the 
independence of judges in Poland 
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
  
Press release  28 April 2020 
EU announces €194 million additional support to the Sahel 
 
Press release  28 April 2020 
Coronavirus: Commission issues guidance to mitigate clinical trial disruption in the EU 

https://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/bosnia-and-herzegovina-eu-announces-45-million-support-vulnerable-refugees-and-migrants_en
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/bosnia-and-herzegovina-eu-announces-45-million-support-vulnerable-refugees-and-migrants_en
http://www.au.int/
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20200501/commemoration-international-workers-day
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20200430/african-union-covid-19-response-fund-board-trustees-holds-inaugural-meeting
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20200429/african-union-distribute-more-covid19-supplies-its-member-states-after
http://asean.org/category/news/asean-secretariat-news/
https://asean.org/press-release-coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19-asean-intergovernmental-commission-human-rights-aichr/
https://asean.org/press-release-coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19-asean-intergovernmental-commission-human-rights-aichr/
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_772
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_772
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_768
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_759


   

  

Today, the Commission has published guidance to ensure that clinical trials can continue taking place in 
the EU during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
 
OECD  [to 2 May 2020] 
http://www.oecd.org/  
News 
Global OECD welcomes Colombia as its 37th Member  
   Today Colombia has formally become an OECD Member, the 37th country to do so in the 
Organisation’s near 60-year history.  
28-April-2020 
 
Clarification on Diagnostic Testing Data in OECD Analysis on Testing for COVID-19: A way 
to lift confinement restrictions  
   On April 17th OECD released a policy brief by the Employment, Labour & Social Affairs Directorate on 
“Testing for COVID-19: A way to lift confinement restrictions”. The main message in this brief was and 
remains to strongly encourage countries to scale up their efforts on testing in the context of the 
current coronavirus crisis.  
28-April-2020 
 
 
Organization of American States (OAS)   [to 2 May 2020] 
http://www.oas.org/en/ 
Press Releases 
High Authorities of the Joint Summits Working Group (JSWG) Ratify their Support to the 
Countries of the Americas in Facing the Health, Socio-economic and Governance Impacts 
associated with COVID-19 
May 1, 2020 
 
CIM of the OAS Launches Document on Differential Impact of the COVID-19 Crisis on 
Women 
May 1, 2020 
 
Inter-American Network on Afro-descendant Population Policies Warns of 
Disproportionate Impact of the Pandemic in these Communities 
April 30, 2020 
 
OAS Launches Portal of Consultations, Forums and Repository on the World during and 
after the Pandemic 
April 28, 2020 
   The General Secretariat of the Organization of American States (OAS) launched a Portal of 
Consultations, Forums, and Repository about the world during and after the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
objective of the Portal is to become an essential forum in which citizens, government officials, civil 
society and other groups can propose ideas and initiatives that can later become real projects to be 
implemented with a priority objective: guarantee more rights for all people, beyond the pandemic. 
   "The pandemic shows that our health depends on the health of others and that the health of others 
depends on our health," said OAS Secretary General Luis Almagro. "There are no individual solutions to 
this health, economic and social crisis, the solution must be collective. From the OAS General 

http://www.oecd.org/
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/global-oecd-welcomes-colombia-as-its-37th-member.htm
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/clarification-on-diagnostic-testing-data-in-oecd-analysis-on-testing-for-covid-19-a-way-to-lift-confinement-restrictions.htm
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/clarification-on-diagnostic-testing-data-in-oecd-analysis-on-testing-for-covid-19-a-way-to-lift-confinement-restrictions.htm
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_releases.asp
https://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=E-044/20
https://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=E-044/20
https://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=E-044/20
https://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=E-043/20
https://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=E-043/20
https://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=E-042/20
https://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=E-042/20
https://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=E-041/20
https://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=E-041/20
https://www.oas.org/ext/en/main/covid-19/Home


   

  

Secretariat, we want to think now about how we can ensure more rights for more people, during the 
pandemic and beyond the pandemic. This Portal aims to be a participatory and democratic space 
where everyone has the opportunity to express their ideas on how we can shape the post-COVID-19 
world so that more people access more rights beyond the pandemic,” he explained… 
 
 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 2 May 2020] 
https://www.oic-oci.org/  
Selected Press Releases 
OIC Welcomes the Report of the Prosecutor of the ICC Confirming its Jurisdiction over the 
Occupied Palestinian Territory 
   The Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) welcomed the report of the Prosecutor of the 
International Criminal Court (ICC), which confirms the court's jurisdiction regarding the crimes 
committed by the Israeli occupation on the territory of the State of Palestine, and renewed its support 
for the right of the State of Palestine to seek international justice in order to ensure accountability and 
justice in accordance with international law.... 
02/05/2020 
 
 
Group of 77  [to 2 May 2020] 
http://www.g77.org/ 
Latest Statements and Speeches 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
UNCTAD  [to 2 May 2020] 
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives]  
Press Releases 
27 Apr 2020  
Global e-Commerce hits $25.6 trillion – latest UNCTAD estimates 
:: Fast growth in e-commerce sales to consumers and cross-border purchases 
:: More than 1.4 billion people shopped online in 2018 
:: US, China and UK dominate e-commerce sales to consumers 
 
 
World Customs Organization – WCO  [to 2 May 2020] 
http://www.wcoomd.org/ 
Latest News 
27 April 2020  
COVID-19: WCO and ICC issue joint statement and call for increased action on Customs 
and trade facilitation  
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
 
WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 2 May 2020] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 

https://www.oic-oci.org/home/?lan=en
https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=23378&ref=13997&lan=en
https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=23378&ref=13997&lan=en
http://www.g77.org/
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx
https://unctad.org/en/Pages/PressRelease.aspx?OriginalVersionID=552
http://www.wcoomd.org/
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/media/newsroom/2020/april/covid_19-wco-and-icc-issue-joint-statement.aspx
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/media/newsroom/2020/april/covid_19-wco-and-icc-issue-joint-statement.aspx
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm


   

  

WTO News and Events 
WTO issues new report on treatment of medical products in regional trade agreements 
27 April 2020 
   The WTO Secretariat has published a new report on the treatment of medical products in regional 
trade agreements (RTAs) amid current supply shortages caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
report examines the extent medical products are traded among preferential partners and the difference 
in liberalization rates within and outside these trade agreements.  
 
:::::: 
 
IPU  Inter-Parliamentary Union   [to 2 May 2020] 
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases 
Press releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Court of Justice  [to 2 May 2020] 
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases 
Latest Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Criminal Court (ICC)  [to 2 May 2020] 
Trying individuals for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/ 
News 
Mama Koité Doumbia elected Chair of the TFV Board of Directors  
Press Release 29 April 2020 
   On 29 April 2020, the Board of Directors of the Trust Fund for Victims (TFV) at the International 
Criminal Court (ICC), meeting in closed session, unanimously elected Ms Mama Koité Doumbia as Chair 
for the remainder of their mandate period, until December 2021. Ms Doumbia succeeds in this function 
Mr Felipe Michelini, who passed away on 19 April.  
   In a sombre mood, recalling the sad and untimely passing of Chair Michelini, the members of the TFV 
Board invested their confidence in Ms Doumbia to lead their support of victims of the most serious 
international crimes, to overcome their harm and rebuild their lives, in close collaboration with the 
ICC… 
 
:::::: 
  
World Bank [to 2 May 2020] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week]  
Mouhamadou Diagne Appointed Vice President of Integrity at the World Bank Group 
Deep Track Record in Audits and Investigations WASHINGTON, May 1, 2020—World Bank Group 
President David Malpass today announced the appointment of Mouhamadou Diagne as Vice President 
of Integrity (INT)...  
Date: May 01, 2020 Type: Press Release  

https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news20_e/rta_27apr20_e.htm
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases
https://www.icc-cpi.int/
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=200430-tfv-press-release
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2020/05/01/mouhamadou-diagne-appointed-vice-president-of-integrity-at-the-world-bank-group


   

  

[See Week in Review above ford detail] 
 
Fact Sheet: Pandemic Emergency Financing Facility 
COVID-19 is one of the viruses covered by the PEF insurance window. As per the report received on 
4/17/2020, all activation criteria including outbreak size, spread and growth have been met. The third-
party...  
Date: April 27, 2020 Type: Brief  
 
PEF Allocates US$195 Million to More than 60 Low-Income Countries to Fight COVID-19 
WASHINGTON, April 27, 2020—The Steering Body of the Pandemic Emergency Financing Facility (PEF) 
announced today the allocation of US$195.84 million to 64 of the world’s poorest countries with 
reported...  
Date: April 27, 2020 Type: Press Release  
 
The Locust Crisis: The World Bank's Response 
  Q. What is a locust and why is it so damaging? A. Locusts belong to a family of grasshoppers called 
Acrididae. The Desert Locust (Schistocerca gregaria), found in various parts of Africa, Asia...  
Date: April 27, 2020 Type: Factsheet  
 
 
IMF  [to 2 May 2020] 
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article 
News, Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
African Development Bank Group  [to 2 May 2020] 
https://www.afdb.org/en 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Africa-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of No new 
digest content identified. 
COVID-19 crisis provides impetus to accelerate African regional integration – panellists, 
ADI webinar 
30-Apr-2020 - The global response to the COVID-19 pandemic must be coordinated and targeted at 
livelihoods to prevent an upsurge in inequality, delegates at an African Development Institute (ADI) 
webinar urged on Wednesday. 
 
The African Development Bank’s first virtual Business Opportunity Seminar draws almost 
300 global partners and suppliers 
29-Apr-2020 - The African Development Bank hosted the first of its twice-yearly business opportunity 
seminars (BOS) on Tuesday 28 April to provide information to potential partners and contractors on its 
strategic priorities and procurement procedures, and to strengthen ties to the private sector in member 
countries.  
 
African Development Institute to rally African policy planning for macroeconomic 
resilience against COVID-19 pandemic  
28-Apr-2020 - The African Development Institute of the African Development Bank will host a virtual 
seminar on Wednesday, 29 April 2020 to develop responses to macroeconomic policy challenges facing 
Africa nations in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic. Like elsewhere, African countries are not spared 

http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/pandemics/brief/fact-sheet-pandemic-emergency-financing-facility
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2020/04/27/pef-allocates-us195-million-to-more-than-60-low-income-countries-to-fight-covid-19
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/factsheet/2020/04/27/the-locust-crisis-the-world-banks-response
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article
https://www.afdb.org/en
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/covid-19-crisis-provides-impetus-accelerate-african-regional-integration-panellists-adi-webinar-35463
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/covid-19-crisis-provides-impetus-accelerate-african-regional-integration-panellists-adi-webinar-35463
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/african-development-banks-first-virtual-business-opportunity-seminar-draws-almost-300-global-partners-and-suppliers-35439
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/african-development-banks-first-virtual-business-opportunity-seminar-draws-almost-300-global-partners-and-suppliers-35439
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/african-development-institute-rally-african-policy-planning-macroeconomic-resilience-against-covid-19-pandemic-35414
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/african-development-institute-rally-african-policy-planning-macroeconomic-resilience-against-covid-19-pandemic-35414


   

  

the devastating impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on their national health systems, economies, trade, 
cultures, societies and livelihoods. The public and private sectors, individuals and communities are 
struggling to respond to the pandemic amid commercial... 
 
 
Asian Development Bank  [to 2 May 2020] 
http://www.adb.org/news/releases 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-•    
30 Apr 2020 
Japan to Support ADB Developing Member Countries' Response to COVID-19 Challenges 
    ADB has provided several targeted interventions to support its developing member countries in 
combating the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic from its early stages.  
 
 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank   [to 2 May 2020] 
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-
level announcements are added each week] 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 2 May 2020] 
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Islamic Development Bank  [to 2 May 2020] 
https://www.isdb.org/ 
News 
The Islamic Development Bank chairs the 1st Heads of MDBs Meeting in 2020 
The President of the Islamic Development Bank Group, Dr. Bandar Hajjar, hosted a virtual meeting 
with the heads of Multilateral Development Banks (MDBs) and the International Monetary Fund (IMF). 
1 May 2020 
 
IsDB-TWAS Programme for Refugees and Displaced Young Scientists Call for Nominations 
2020  
1 May 2020 
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 

 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 
 
:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
   We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new research and 
major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, collaborations, and initiatives 

http://www.adb.org/news/releases
https://www.adb.org/news/japan-support-adb-developing-member-countries-response-covid-19-challenges
https://www.adb.org/news/japan-support-adb-developing-member-countries-response-covid-19-challenges
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news
https://www.isdb.org/
https://www.isdb.org/news/the-islamic-development-bank-chairs-the-1st-heads-of-mdbs-meeting-in-2020
https://www.isdb.org/news/isdb-twas-programme-for-refugees-and-displaced-young-scientists-call-for-nominations-2020
https://www.isdb.org/news/isdb-twas-programme-for-refugees-and-displaced-young-scientists-call-for-nominations-2020


   

  

across the human rights, humanitarian response and development spheres of action.  WE will not 
reference fundraising announcements, programs, events or appeals, and generally not include content 
which is primarily photo-documentation or video in format. 
 
 
Action Contre la Faim – Action Against Hunger  [to 2 May 2020] 
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org 
Communiqués de presse 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Alliance for International Medical Action (ALIMA)  [to 2 May 2020] 
https://www.alima-ngo.org/en/press-room 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 2 May 2020] 
https://newsroom.amref.org/category/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases   
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Aravind Eye Care System  [to 2 May 2020] 
https://aravind.org/ 
Aravind News 
COVID-19 Lock Down at Aravind 
Special Edition, April 2020 
 
  
BRAC  [to 2 May 2020] 
http://www.brac.net/#news 
Latest  
May 03, 2020 
A rapid assessment – From pandemic to poverty 
 
May 02, 2020 
COVID-19: Update from Asif Saleh (2 May 2020) 
 
April 28, 2020 
COVID-19: Update from Asif Saleh (27 April 2020) 
 
29 April 2020 
BRAC partners with PepsiCo to provide over 1.4M meals to underserved families 
 
 
Clubhouse International  [to 2 May 2020] 
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html 
News 

http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/
https://www.alima-ngo.org/en/press-room
http://amref.org/news/news/
https://newsroom.amref.org/category/press-releases/
https://aravind.org/
https://aravind.org/2020/04/?post_type=aravindnews
http://www.brac.net/#news
http://blog.brac.net/a-rapid-assessment-from-pandemic-to-poverty/
http://blog.brac.net/covid-19-update-from-asif-saleh-2-may-2020/
http://blog.brac.net/covid-19-update-from-asif-saleh-27-april-2020/
http://www.brac.net/latest-news/item/1278-brac-partners-with-pepsico-to-provide-over-1-4m-meals-to-underserved-families
http://www.brac.net/latest-news/item/1278-brac-partners-with-pepsico-to-provide-over-1-4m-meals-to-underserved-families
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html


   

  

New Clubhouse Webinar Series — We Are Not Alone: Growing Stronger Together 
April 19, 2020 
   We are excited to announce the launching of a new live Webinar Clubhouse Training Series, 
entitled: WE ARE NOT ALONE: GROWING STRONGER TOGETHER 
 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 2 May 2020] 
https://www.drc.dk/news 
NEWS 
 
COVID-19 will trigger a ‘Crisis in a Crisis’ for Refugees and Displaced Persons  
29.04.2020 
   The Danish Refugee Council (DRC) launches its first ever global appeal to address the consequences 
of the COVID-19 outbreak for displaced persons. If no action is taken now, DRC warns that the COVID-
19 crisis will have devastat... 
 
 
ECPAT  [to 2 May 2020]  
http://www.ecpat.net/news 
News & Updates 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Fountain House  [to 2 May 2020] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Humanity & Inclusion  [nee Handicap International]  [to 2 May 2020]  
https://hi.org/en/index 
All news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Heifer International  [to 2 May 2020] 
https://www.heifer.org/ 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HelpAge International  [to 2 May 2020]  
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/ 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
No new digest content identified. 

 
 
ICRC  [to 2 May 2020] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   

https://clubhouse-intl.org/new-webinar-clubhouse-training-series-we-are-not-alone-growing-stronger-together/
https://www.drc.dk/news
https://drc.ngo/news/covid-19-will-trigger-a-crisis-in-a-crisis-for-refugees-and-displaced-persons
http://www.ecpat.net/news
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press
https://hi.org/en/index
https://www.heifer.org/
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new


   

  

Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
COVID-19: Authorities in Asia and the Pacific should do more to include migrants in their 
response 
29-04-2020 | News release  
 
Statement by ICRC President Peter Maurer on the impact of COVID-19 on vulnerable 
populations (IDPs, refugees, migrants) 
28-04-2020 | Statement  
 
 
IFRC   [to 2 May 2020] 
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Medical Corps (IMC)   [to 2 May 2020] 
https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IRC  International Rescue Committee  [to 2 May 2020] 
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 
Media highlights 
Press Release  
Gift to International Rescue Committee, CARE to Provide Support for Women and Girls in 
Pandemic Response 
April 30, 2020  
 
Press Release  
Hundreds of thousands will be at risk if COVID-19 spreads in northeast Syria 
April 30, 2020  
 
Press Release  
Airstrikes in Yemen up by 30 percent despite ceasefire; COVID-19 response at risk, says 
IRC  
April 29, 2020  
 
Press Release  
IRC: World risks up to 1 billion cases and 3.2 million deaths from COVID-19 across fragile 
countries 
April 28, 2020  
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
Press Release  
Sotheby's and Google join forces for major online charity auction of virtual experiences to 
benefit the International Rescue Committee 
April 26, 2020  

https://www.icrc.org/en/document/covid-19-authorities-asia-and-pacific-should-do-more-include-migrants-their-response
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/covid-19-authorities-asia-and-pacific-should-do-more-include-migrants-their-response
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/africa-union-covid-19-statement-icrc-president-peter-maurer
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/africa-union-covid-19-statement-icrc-president-peter-maurer
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/
https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/gift-international-rescue-committee-care-provide-support-women-and-girls-pandemic
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/gift-international-rescue-committee-care-provide-support-women-and-girls-pandemic
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/hundreds-thousands-will-be-risk-if-covid-19-spreads-northeast-syria
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/airstrikes-yemen-30-percent-despite-ceasefire-covid-19-response-risk-says-irc
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/airstrikes-yemen-30-percent-despite-ceasefire-covid-19-response-risk-says-irc
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/irc-world-risks-1-billion-cases-and-32-million-deaths-covid-19-across-fragile
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/irc-world-risks-1-billion-cases-and-32-million-deaths-covid-19-across-fragile
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/sothebys-and-google-join-forces-major-online-charity-auction-virtual-experiences
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/sothebys-and-google-join-forces-major-online-charity-auction-virtual-experiences


   

  

 
 
IRCT  [to 2 May 2020] 
https://irct.org/ 
News   01 May 2020  
Virtual Roundtable: Torture Rehabilitation & COVID19: Prisons and Detention Centres  
  To register for Monday's webinar, please register via the link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwsdu6oqD4sH92SUCm8pymiER0Gb8JabKiy 
 
News   27 Apr 2020  
India: IRCT member at risk in Uttar Pradesh  
 
 
Islamic Relief Worldwide  [to 2 May 2020]  
https://www.islamic-relief.org/ 
Latest News  
One million people across the globe will get safe deliveries of food this month, insha’Allah 
Published: 30 April, 2020  
 
How COVID-19 means Islamic Relief is doing things differently in Kenya 
Published: 28 April, 2020  
 
Ramadan at home: Take care of your body 
Published: 27 April, 2020  
 
 
Landsea   [to 2 May 2020] 
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Medecins du Monde   [to 2 May 2020]  
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Mercy Corps [to 2 May 2020] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
News Releases & Alerts  
May 01, 2020  
Attacks on Health Workers in Libya Endanger COVID-19 Response 
Across Libya, active conflict is endangering health workers as they try and fight the spread of the 
COVID-19 pandemic... 
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 2 May 2020]  
http://www.msf.org/ 
Latest [Selected Announcements] 

https://irct.org/
https://irct.org/media-and-resources/latest-news/article/1030
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwsdu6oqD4sH92SUCm8pymiER0Gb8JabKiy
https://irct.org/media-and-resources/latest-news/article/1029
https://www.islamic-relief.org/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/one-million-people-across-the-globe-will-get-safe-deliveries-of-food-this-month-inshaallah/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/how-covid-19-means-islamic-relief-is-doing-things-differently-in-kenya/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/ramadan-at-home-take-care-of-your-body
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases
https://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/libya-health-attacks
http://www.msf.org/


   

  

Vaccination  
Overcoming barriers so vaccines can save lives  
Project Update 29 Apr 2020  
 
Coronavirus COVID-19 pandemic  
Overwhelming, lonely, stressful – life in a COVID-19 unit in Geneva  
Voices from the Field 27 Apr 2020  
 
 
Operation Smile  [to 2 May 2020] 
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office 
Program Schedule 
Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve every 
opportunity for safe surgical care.  
 
  
OXFAM [to 2 May 2020] 
https://www.oxfam.org/en/ 
Selected News/Announcements    [Undated] 
Coronavirus Response Summit must deliver vaccine plan that puts people ahead of big 
pharma profits 
1 May 2020 
   "The unprecedented global health crisis must be met with a vaccine plan that puts people ahead of 
the profits of big pharmaceutical companies," said Oxfam ahead of the Coronavirus Global Response 
Summit on Monday 4 May, which aims to raise $8 billion to develop vaccines, treatments and tests to 
help end the Covid-19 pandemic. 
   
Oxfam raises alarm over Somali remittance lifeline 
29 April 2020 
   Oxfam together with over 100 NGOs, activists and academics, raises the alarm as remittances to 
Somalia drop precipitously amid the COVID-19 crisis. 
   
Complaint to EU auditors: review EU migration cooperation with Libya 
27 April 2020 
    EU policies and action have facilitated the containment of tens of thousands of people in Libya, a 
country where they have been exposed to appalling abuse, say 13 organisations in support of a 
complaint to the EU Court of Auditors. 
 
 
Norwegian Refugee Council   [to 2 May 2020] 
http://www.nrc.no/ 
Latest news from NRC 
Global | 28. Apr 2020  
More than 50 million people are displaced within their own country 
   Never before have so many people been displaced by conflict and violence as at the end of 2019. At 
the same time, there has been a sharp increase in the number of people displaced by disasters, 
compared with the previous year.  
 

https://www.msf.org/overcoming-barriers-so-vaccines-can-save-lives
https://www.msf.org/life-covid-19-unit-geneva
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office
http://www.operationsmile.org/approach/program-schedule
https://www.oxfam.org/en/
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/coronavirus-response-summit-must-deliver-vaccine-plan-puts-people-ahead-big-pharma
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/coronavirus-response-summit-must-deliver-vaccine-plan-puts-people-ahead-big-pharma
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/oxfam-raises-alarm-over-somali-remittance-lifeline
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/complaint-eu-auditors-review-eu-migration-cooperation-libya
http://www.nrc.no/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2020/april/more-than-50-million-people-displaced-within-their-own-country/


   

  

 
Pact  [to 2 May 2020] 
http://www.pactworld.org/  
Latest News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Partners In Health  [to 2 May 2020] 
http://www.pih.org/blog   
News     
May 01, 2020  
Meet the Mental Health Warriors of Sierra Leone  
   PIH formally established mental health care programs in Kono, Sierra Leone, last year. Alongside the 
longtime need for mental health services here, personal experience drives the work of each PIH mental 
health care provider. Meet some of the team, and learn about the inspiration behind their efforts to 
make mental health care a human right.  
 
Apr 30, 2020  
Going on the Offensive to Stop COVID-19  
   Tell Congress that the battle against COVID-19 in the United States requires a community-based 
response and increased funding, according to these PIH-supported guidelines.  
 
 
PATH  [to 2 May 2020]  
https://www.path.org/media-center/  
Selected Announcements 
April 24, 2020 
PATH establishes Representative Office in Shanghai, China 
   Registration will enable PATH to implement health projects directly with partners 
 
PATH partners with Ukraine to develop a national response to COVID-19 
   Seattle, WA, April 24, 2020 – PATH is partnering with the Ukraine government to develop and 
implement a comprehensive national response to COVID-19. PATH’S country office program will use 
the expertise acquired from leading infectious disease surveillance, pandemic flue emergency 
preparedness, and tuberculosis control in Ukraine since 1994 to address four important areas of the 
national response… 
 
 
Plan International/BORNEfonden  [to 2 May 2020] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Save The Children [to 2 May 2020] 
https://www.savethechildren.net/news 
News 
1 May 2020 - Afghanistan 

http://www.pactworld.org/
http://www.pih.org/blog
https://www.pih.org/article/meet-mental-health-warriors-sierra-leone
https://www.pih.org/article/going-offensive-stop-covid-19
https://www.path.org/media-center/
https://www.path.org/media-center/path-establishes-representative-office-shanghai-china/
https://www.path.org/media-center/path-partners-ukraine-develop-national-response-covid-19/
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre
https://www.savethechildren.net/news
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/covid-19-more-seven-million-children-afghanistan-risk-hunger-food-prices-soar-due-lockdown


   

  

COVID-19: More than seven million children in Afghanistan at risk of hunger as food prices 
soar due to lockdown 
 
30 April 2020 - Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia 
Locusts, floods and COVID-19: a potentially deadly combination for malnourished children 
across the Horn of Africa 
 
29 April 2020 - Global 
COVID-19: Millions of children in lockdown in Asia at risk of domestic violence 
 
29 April 2020 - occupied Palestinian territory 
After tear gas use against West Bank students double, coronavirus restrictions see 
incidents drop to zero 
 
28 April 2020 - Lebanon 
Save the Children provides isolation centres for low-income communities facing Covid19 in 
Lebanon 
 
 
SOS-Kinderdorf International  [to 2 May 2020] 
https://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/news 
All News 
Research – April 28 2020  
Brown University conducts research on why children are separated from their families 
   Many factors lead children to be separated from their families, but there is little data that gives a 
global view on why this happens. SOS Children’s Villages International, looking for evidence to inform 
policy and practice, turned to researchers at Brown University in Providence, Rhode Island to conduct 
what is believed to be the first-ever global literature review on the reasons for child-family separation. 
   The research is led by Susan E. Short, Professor of Sociology and Director of the Population Studies 
and Training Center at Brown University. She says they are halfway done in their review and aim to 
publish their findings in a peer-reviewed article later this year… 
 
 
Tostan  [to 2 May 2020] 
http://www.tostan.org 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Women for Women International  [to 2 May 2020]  
https://www.womenforwomen.org/ 
April 30, 2020 
In informal economies, women are the foundation of the economic pyramid  
Article 
 
April 30, 2020 
“Tough Times Don’t Last” - Messages of Hope from Nigeria  
Article 

https://www.savethechildren.net/news/covid-19-more-seven-million-children-afghanistan-risk-hunger-food-prices-soar-due-lockdown
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/covid-19-more-seven-million-children-afghanistan-risk-hunger-food-prices-soar-due-lockdown
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/locusts-floods-and-covid-19-potentially-deadly-combination-malnourished-children-across-horn
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/locusts-floods-and-covid-19-potentially-deadly-combination-malnourished-children-across-horn
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/locusts-floods-and-covid-19-potentially-deadly-combination-malnourished-children-across-horn
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/locusts-floods-and-covid-19-potentially-deadly-combination-malnourished-children-across-horn
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/covid-19-millions-children-lockdown-asia-risk-domestic-violence
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/covid-19-millions-children-lockdown-asia-risk-domestic-violence
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/after-tear-gas-use-against-west-bank-students-double-coronavirus-restrictions-see-incidents
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/after-tear-gas-use-against-west-bank-students-double-coronavirus-restrictions-see-incidents
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/after-tear-gas-use-against-west-bank-students-double-coronavirus-restrictions-see-incidents
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/after-tear-gas-use-against-west-bank-students-double-coronavirus-restrictions-see-incidents
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/save-children-provides-isolation-centres-low-income-communities-facing-covid19-lebanon
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/save-children-provides-isolation-centres-low-income-communities-facing-covid19-lebanon
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/save-children-provides-isolation-centres-low-income-communities-facing-covid19-lebanon
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/save-children-provides-isolation-centres-low-income-communities-facing-covid19-lebanon
https://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/news
https://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/news/sos-research-partnership-with-brown-university
http://www.tostan.org/latest-news
https://www.womenforwomen.org/
https://www.womenforwomen.org/blogs/informal-economies-women-are-foundation-economic-pyramid
https://www.womenforwomen.org/blogs/tough-times-dont-last-messages-hope-nigeria


   

  

  
 
World Vision  [to 2 May 2020] 
http://wvi.org/ 
Newsroom  
Charities distribute aid as part of early response to food insecurity in Senegal  
April 29th 2020  
 
:::::: 
 
Electronic Frontiers Foundation 
https://www.eff.org/updates?type=press_release 
Press Release | May 1, 2020  
.ORG Domain Registry Sale to Ethos Capital Rejected in Stunning Victory for Public 
Interest Internet 
   San Francisco—In an important victory for thousands of public interest groups around the world, a 
proposal to sell the .ORG domain registry to private equity firm Ethos Capital and convert it to a for-
profit entity was rejected late yesterday by the Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers 
(ICANN).The... 
    
 
Freedom House [to 2 May 2020] 
https://freedomhouse.org/ 
Latest Updates  
United States: Organizations Urge Congress to Support Global Magnitsky Enforcement 
opens in new tab  
Press release  
May 1, 2020 
 
COVID-19’s Impact on Refugees; a Look at the Crisis to Come in Turkey opens in new tab  
Newsletter  
April 27, 2020 
  
 
Human Rights Watch  [to 2 May 2020] 
https://www.hrw.org/ 
Featured Commentary, Announcements, Statements 
May 1, 2020    News Release 
Turkey: Criminal Case for Opposing Homophobic Speech 
 
April 30, 2020   News Release 
Human Rights Watch Film Festival, New York 
 
April 30, 2020  
Falling for China’s Fake Covid-19 News Was Dangerous and Preventable 
   The truth is that everyone—the US government, the WHO, journalists, public health officials, and 
others—should have known better than to trust Beijing’s claims. 
 

http://wvi.org/newsroom
https://www.wvi.org/newsroom/senegal/charities-distribute-aid-part-early-response-food-insecurity-senegal
https://www.eff.org/updates?type=press_release
https://www.eff.org/press/releases/org-domain-registry-sale-ethos-capital-rejected-stunning-victory-public-interest
https://www.eff.org/press/releases/org-domain-registry-sale-ethos-capital-rejected-stunning-victory-public-interest
https://www.icann.org/news/blog/icann-board-withholds-consent-for-a-change-of-control-of-the-public-interest-registry-pir
https://freedomhouse.org/
https://freedomhouse.org/article/united-states-organizations-urge-congress-support-global-magnitsky-enforcement
https://freedomhouse.org/article/united-states-organizations-urge-congress-support-global-magnitsky-enforcement
https://freedomhouse.org/article/united-states-organizations-urge-congress-support-global-magnitsky-enforcement
https://freedomhouse.org/article/united-states-organizations-urge-congress-support-global-magnitsky-enforcement
https://freedomhouse.org/newsletter/keeping-democracy-healthy/covid-19s-impact-refugees-look-crisis-come-turkey-issue-5
https://freedomhouse.org/newsletter/keeping-democracy-healthy/covid-19s-impact-refugees-look-crisis-come-turkey-issue-5
https://www.hrw.org/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/05/01/turkey-criminal-case-opposing-homophobic-speech
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/30/human-rights-watch-film-festival-new-york
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/30/falling-chinas-fake-covid-19-news-was-dangerous-and-preventable


   

  

 
Transparency International  [to 2 May 2020] 
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases 
Press Releases 
29 Apr 2020  
Mongolia: Criminalisation of defamation is another disturbing attack on media freedom, 
threatening anti-corruption efforts 
   - Transparency International and ARTICLE 19 today called on the Mongolian government to take 
urgent legislative action to address an increasingly dangerous environment for independent media in 
the country.  
 
::::: 
 
ChildFund Alliance  [to 2 May 2020] 
https://childfundalliance.org/ 
News/ Statements 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
CONCORD  [to 2 May 2020] 
http://concordeurope.org/  
Latest News and Events 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
The Elders  [to 2 May 2020] 
http://theelders.org/news-media 
Selected Press Releases and Major Announcements 
Guest Blog 
The climate crisis is already here: Why we must listen to voices in the Global South 
01 May 2020 
   Vanessa Nakate, a young climate activist from Uganda, outlines the devastating impact of climate 
change and warns that those on the frontlines must be engaged in finding solutions. She also 
highlights the challenge of climate activism in the Global South 
 
News 
Justice must be an essential part of the COVID-19 response and recovery  
29 Apr 2020 
   The recently published Taskforce for Justice report Justice for All and the Public Health Emergency 
sounds the alarm over the human rights crisis posed by the coronavirus pandemic 
Access to Justice 
 
 
Evidence Aid   [to 2 May 2020] 
http://www.evidenceaid.org/ 
Latest Content 
Screening travelers for infectious diseases 
Claire Allen May 3, 2020 Emergency type, Health issues, Humanitarian cluster, Person groups  
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https://www.transparency.org/news/pressrelease/mongolia_criminalization_of_defamation_is_another_disturbing_attack_on_medi
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressrelease/mongolia_criminalization_of_defamation_is_another_disturbing_attack_on_medi
https://childfundalliance.org/
http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/
http://theelders.org/news-media
https://www.theelders.org/news/climate-crisis-already-here-why-we-must-listen-voices-global-south
https://www.theelders.org/news/justice-must-be-essential-part-covid-19-response-and-recovery
http://www.evidenceaid.org/
https://www.evidenceaid.org/screening-travelers-for-infectious-diseases/
https://www.evidenceaid.org/author/callen/
https://www.evidenceaid.org/category/emergency-type/
https://www.evidenceaid.org/category/health-issues/
https://www.evidenceaid.org/category/humanitarian-cluster/
https://www.evidenceaid.org/category/person-groups/


   

  

   Citation: Mouchtouri VA, Christoforidou EP, An der Heiden M, et al. Exit and entry screening practices 
for infectious diseases among travelers at points of entry: looking for evidence on public health impact. 
International Journal of Environmental Research and Public Health 2019; 16(23): 4638 
What is this? Entry and exit screening measures at airports, ports and ground crossings might be used 
to attempt to reduce the transmission of COVID-19. Existing research into such strategies for other 
infectious diseases may provide important information for policy makers to help with this. 
In this systematic review, the authors searched for reports of worldwide practices, 
 
 
Gavi [to 2 May 2020] 
https://www.gavi.org/ 
Top Stories 
1 May 2020 
28 April 2020: Overview of the COVID-19 situation in Gavi-supported countries and Gavi’s 
response 
 
1 May 2020 
Keeping routine immunisation going during COVID-19 in Indonesia 
 
30 April 2020 
World Immunization Week: Eradicating cervical cancer through HPV vaccination 
 
 
Getty Conservation Institute   [to 2 May 2020] 
https://www.getty.edu/research/ 
Latest News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Global Fund  [to 2 May 2020] 
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/ 
Updates  
Ethics Resources for Country Coordinating Mechanisms  
30 April 2020  
   Ethical, transparent and responsible decision-making by Country Coordinating Mechanisms is key for 
the success of programs in countries – and advancing the fight against HIV, tuberculosis and malaria 
worldwide. 
   To support Country Coordinating Mechanisms in following the highest standards of ethics and 
integrity, the Global Fund has published new resources: 
Translations of the Code of Ethical Conduct for Country Coordinating Mechanism Members 
   :: An e-learning course introducing the Code of Ethical Conduct 
   :: Guidelines for ethics focal points and ethics committees 
To access these resources and for more information, see the Country Coordinating Mechanism Ethics 
page. 
 
 
Hilton Prize Coalition [to 2 May 2020] 
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/ 
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No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ICVA - International Council of Voluntary Agencies   [to 2 May 2020] 
https://icvanetwork.org/ 
Latest resources, events, content 
GLOBAL HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE PLAN COVID-19  
March, 2020 
United Nations (UN) 
 
COVID-19 NGOs critical to the delivery of principled and effective humanitarian assistance  
March, 2020 
International Council of Voluntary Agencies (ICVA) 
 
Executive Summary 2019 IOM-NGO Regional Humanitarian Consultation  
April, 2020 
United Nations (UN) 
 
International Migration Law (IML) A new online learning opportunity for NGOs: Concept 
Note  
April, 2020 
 
 
InterAction  [to 2 May 2020] 
http://www.interaction.org/ 
Challenges to Civil Society  
COVID-19 “Infodemic” Demonstrates the Dire Need for Journalism Free of Fear or Favor 
Luci Meade  
May 1, 2020  
 
Crises & Countries in Conflict  
COVID-19 Global Aftershocks 
InterAction  
May 1, 2020  
 
:::::: 
 
3ie  International Initiative for Impact Evaluation [to 2 May 2020] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CHS Alliance  [to 2 May 2020] 
http://chsalliance.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Development Initiatives   [to 2 May 2020] 
http://devinit.org/news/ 
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News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
::::::  
 
Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action 
(ALNAP)     [to 2 May 2020] 
http://www.alnap.org/ 
Resource 
28 Apr 2020  
Responding to COVID-19: Guidance for humanitarian agencies 
Ramalingam, B., Singh, N.S., Mahieu, A. and Blanchet, K.  
ALNAP, London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine (LSHTM), Geneva Centre for Education and 
Research in Humanitarian Action (CERAH)  
 
 
CERAH – Geneva Centre for Education and Research in Humanitarian Action  [to 2 May 2020] 
https://cerahgeneve.ch/events/news/ 
CERAH News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 2 May 2020] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre 
LATEST PRESS RELEASES 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
EHLRA/R2HC/HIF   [to 2 May 2020] 
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Groupe URD   [to 2 May 2020] 
https://www.urd.org/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Humanitarian Studies Association  [to 2 May 2020] 
https://ihsa.info/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
INEE – an international network for education in emergencies   [to 2 May 2020] 
http://www.ineesite.org/en/news 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
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Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP)  [to 2 May 2020] 
https://phap.org/ 
Association news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Sphere  [to 2 May 2020] 
https://spherestandards.org/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
Start Network [to 2 May 2020] 
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs 
News and Blog 
Blog Post 
Removing barriers to health information for remote ethnic women in Laos  
30Apr20 
 
News Article 
Charities distribute aid as part of early response to food insecurity in Senegal  
28Apr20 
 
Blog Post 
Start Fund COVID-19 activates 17 alerts, disburses £3.8m in funding  
28Apr20 
 
:::::: 
 
Brookings 
http://www.brookings.edu/ 
Accessed 2 May 2020 
Latest Research 
Report  
Coronavirus has shown us a world without traffic. Can we sustain it? 
Adie Tomer and Lara Fishbane 
Friday, May 1, 2020  
 
Report  
What’s the Fed doing in response to the COVID-19 crisis? What more could it do? 
Jeffrey Cheng, Dave Skidmore, and David Wessel 
Thursday, April 30, 2020  
 
Coronavirus (COVID-19)  
What COVID-19 means for America’s child welfare system 
Morgan Welch and Ron Haskins 
Thursday, April 30, 2020  
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Southeast Asia  
China and the West competing over infrastructure in Southeast Asia 
David Dollar 
April 2020  
 
Southeast Asia  
At a strategic crossroads: ASEAN centrality amid Sino-American rivalry in the Indo-Pacific 
Richard Javad Heydarian 
April 2020  
 
 
Center for Global Development    [to 2 May 2020] 
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center 
Selected Publications, News and Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CSIS  [to 2 May 2020] 
https://www.csis.org/ 
Selected Reports 
Report 
Competing and Winning in the Multilateral System: U.S. Leadership in the United Nations 
May 1, 2020 | Daniel F. Runde The United States should strategically deploy the United Nations as a 
vehicle for achieving its foreign policy goals and projecting global leadership or risk creating a power 
vacuum in fragile or developing countries that China will fill.  
 
Report 
Foreign Students and Technology Transfer: Distinguishing the Baby from the Bath Water 
May 1, 2020 | Eric Hirschhorn With foreign students under increasing scrutiny by the federal 
government for espionage, there’s still a way to balance the outflow of critical technology without 
losing the benefits of international scientific cooperation and an open academic and research 
environment.  
 
Report 
The Imploding Afghan Peace Effort 
May 1, 2020 | Anthony H. Cordesman The United States is pursuing a peace effort in Afghanistan that 
may not produce enduring stability and instead might require a form of strategic triage, writes CSIS’s 
Burke Chair in Strategy.  
 
Report 
Improvisation and Adaptability in the Russian Military 
April 30, 2020 | Jeffrey Mankoff What are some of the most important recent developments in the 
Russian Armed Forces? The CSIS Russia and Eurasia Program's Russia Military Capabilities Working 
Group explores this in a new series.  
 
Report 
Pursuing Effective and Conflict-Aware Stabilization: Lessons from beyond the Beltway 
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April 30, 2020 | Hijab Shah, Melissa Dalton, Erol Yayboke, Janina Staguhn This brief unpacks the 
challenges, opportunities, and lessons of U.S. stabilization efforts in Lebanon and Colombia, proposing 
ways to better integrate principles of the U.S. government's Stabilization Assistance Review into future 
U.S. engagement and planning.  
 
Report 
China’s 'Hub-and-Spoke' Strategy in the Balkans 
April 27, 2020 | Heather A. Conley, Jonathan E. Hillman, Donatienne Ruy, Maesea McCalpin This report 
assesses the strategic implications of Chinese economic activities in seven Western Balkan countries 
using original data collected by CSIS.  
 
 
ODI   [to 2 May 2020] 
https://www.odi.org/  
Selected Press Releases & Reports 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
RoRI [Research on Research Institute]  [to 2 May 2020] 
http://researchonresearch.org/ 
We're an open and independent new initiative providing data, analysis and intelligence on how to make 
research systems more strategic, open, diverse and inclusive. 
News and Events 
Episode 2 of RoRICast now available. 
   Episode 2 of RoRICast is now available to stream and download. Hear Adam Dinsmore 
and Suze Kundu speaking with Prof Karim Lakhani about the ways that AI and Machine Learning are 
changing the way that research is conducted, evaluated and disseminated in 2020. 
 
 
Urban Institute   [to 2 May 2020] 
https://www.urban.org/publications 
Publications 
Paid medical leave research: What we know and what we need to know to improve health 
and economic well-being in the United States  
Paid medical leave is a benefit that allows individuals to take time off from their jobs while continuing 
to receive their wages and salaries to address their own serious medical condition that limits their 
ability to work. The term “medical leave” generally refers to leave that lasts weeks or 
months. Research suggests that paid medical leave could affect economic outcomes by reducing 
income volatility, helping workers to  
Jack Smalligan, Chantel Boyens 
April 30, 2020  
Research Report 
  
In Search of "Good" Rural Data  
Economic and demographic data drive research, policy development, distribution of government 
resources, and private investment. But many of the datasets that policymakers, practitioners, and 
researchers rely on to understand and guide resources to rural communities fall short in representing 
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rural realities. Informed by a review of 22 datasets and discussions with top rural-focused researchers, 
economic development practitioners  
Corianne Payton Scally, Eric Burnstein, Matthew Gerken 
April 30, 2020  
Research Report 
  
Mapping Student Needs during COVID-19  
Staff, teachers, and students experienced rapid change as school buildings closed in March 2020 
because of the spread of the novel coronavirus, COVID-19. In this brief, we use American Community 
Survey (ACS) data to highlight different types of challenges to remote learning and point to district and 
educator strategies that might mitigate harm to students as districts navigate long-term school 
closures. Although many families  
Kristin Blagg, Erica Blom, Megan Gallagher, Macy Rainer 
April 29, 2020  
Research Report 
  
Data Snapshot of Youth Incarceration in Maine: 2020 Update  
Like many states, Maine has seen a significant decline in youth incarceration over the past 10 years. In 
2019, about 40 youth were incarcerated at Long Creek Youth Development Center, the state’s only 
detention center and youth prison. Despite reductions in youth incarceration, spending on the facility 
has increased and racial disparities have worsened. Many youth who are committed have behavioral 
health needs but  
Colette Marcellin, Constance Hull, Samantha Harvell 
April 29, 2020  
Brief 
  
Data Snapshot of Youth Incarceration in Kansas: 2020 Update  
Youth incarceration in Kansas has changed significantly in the past several years. Following 
comprehensive reform legislation passed in 2016, youth incarceration fell 24 percent, allowing the state 
to close one of its two youth prisons and invest resulting savings in community-based alternatives for 
youth. On an average day in 2019, Kansas incarcerated about 300 youth in juvenile correctional 
facilities and other out-of-home  
Colette Marcellin, Samantha Harvell, Hanna Love 
April 28, 2020  
Brief 
  
The COVID-19 Pandemic Is Straining Families’ Abilities to Afford Basic Needs  
As it confronts the COVID-19 pandemic, the US faces what could be its worst economic crisis since the 
Great Depression. A successful government response to the economic consequences of the pandemic is 
critical for sustaining families’ health and well-being and allowing families to remain housed as major 
sectors of the economy remain closed. The success of this response will partly depend on its 
effectiveness in reaching the  
Michael Karpman, Stephen Zuckerman, Dulce Gonzalez, Genevieve M. Kenney 
April 28, 2020  
Brief 
  
  
The Wistar Institute   [to 2 May 2020] 
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https://www.wistar.org/news/press-releases 
Press Releases 
Press Release  May. 1, 2020  
The Wistar Institute Appoints Bin Tian, Ph.D.,  as Professor in the Cancer Center and 
 Co-director of the Center for Systems & Computational Biology  
   PHILADELPHIA — (May, 1, 2020) — The Wistar Institute, an international biomedical research leader 
in cancer, immunology and infectious diseases, announces the appointment of molecular systems 
biologist Bin Tian, Ph.D., as professor in the Cancer Center. 
 
Press Release  Apr. 30, 2020  
The Wistar Institute Appoints Virology Expert Italo Tempera, Ph.D., as Associate Professor 
in Its Cancer Center  
   PHILADELPHIA — (April 30, 2020) — The Wistar Institute, an international biomedical research 
leader in cancer, immunology and infectious diseases, announces the appointment of Italo Tempera, 
Ph.D., as associate professor in the Gene Expression & Regulation Program of The Wistar Institute 
Cancer Center.  
 
Press Release   Apr. 29, 2020  
The Wistar Institute and Batavia Biosciences Launch Collaboration to Manufacture and 
Distribute Wistar’s Rubella Vaccine Globally  
   The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation supports international collaboration to expand global access to 
life-saving vaccines 
 
 
World Economic Forum    [to 2 May 2020] 
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/ 
Media 
Blockchain to tackle supply chain failures exposed by COVID-19 and boost economic 
recovery  
News   27 Apr 2020  
· Crises such as the coronavirus pandemic, dramatically increase pressure on governments and 
businesses to maintain resilient supply chains 
· Resilience of supply chains depends on transparency and integrity, which can be improved through 
the responsible deployment of blockchain technology 
· To respond to this challenge, the World Economic Forum today launches a comprehensive toolkit to 
accelerate the use of responsible blockchain by leaders  
· Explore the toolkit and learn more here 
   Geneva, Switzerland, 28 April 2020 – The pressure created by the COVID-19 outbreak on global 
trade systems highlights an urgent need for global cooperation to maintain and strengthen the 
resilience of international supply chains. 
   To help organizations improve future pandemic preparedness and accelerate an economic rebound 
post COVID-19, the World Economic Forum is releasing today the Redesigning Trust: Blockchain 
Deployment Toolkit which enables leaders to maximize the benefits and minimize the risks of the 
technology. Resilience in supply chains depends on trust, transparency and integrity, which can be 
improved through the responsible deployment of blockchain technologies that offer a “shared truth”… 
 

 
*                      *                       *                        * 
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:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will primarily monitor press/media releases announcing key initiatives and new research from a 
growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, humanitarian 
response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended to be exhaustive, but 
indicative.  
 
 

Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 2 May 2020] 
https://alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/ 
News 
Scientists are working on a face mask that detects coronavirus  
April 23, 2020 
Q&A with James Collins, Ph.D., a bioengineer who is developing a diagnostic face mask that signals if 
the wearer is infected with COVID-19 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 2 May 2020] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Blue Meridian Partners [to 2 May 2020] 
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/ 
Blue Meridian Partners is a new capital aggregation collaboration that plans to invest at least $1 billion 
in high-performance nonprofits that are poised to have truly national impact for economically 
disadvantaged children and youth.  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Annie E. Casey Foundation   [to 2 May 2020] 
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/ 
Newsroom 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clinton Foundation  [to 2 May 2020] 
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements 
Press Release  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Co Impact   [to 2 May 2020] 
www.co-impact.io 
Co-Impact is a global philanthropic collaborative for systems change focused on improving the lives of 
millions of people around the world. 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
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https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements
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Ford Foundation  [to 2 May 2020] 
http://www.fordfoundation.org/ 
In The Headlines   30 April 2020  
The Disability Community is Essential in Our Responses to COVID-19  
As the world continues to grapple with the devastating effects of COVID-19, Presidents' Council co-
chairs, Darren Walker and Rich Besser, urge funders to put disability rights front and center of their 
giving. 
 
In The Headlines   27 April 2020  
Essential Protections for Essential Workers  
As the coronavirus leaves America's workers vulnerable to economic hardship and infection, the Ford 
Foundation's Sarita Gupta and Open Society Foundations' Tom Perriello make the case for building an 
economy that truly works for everyone and prepares the country for the next inevitable crisis. 
 
 
J. Paul Getty Trust  [to 2 May 2020] 
http://news.getty.edu/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 2 May 2020] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

Grameen Foundation    [to 2 May 2020] 
https://grameenfoundation.org/stories/press-releases 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  [to 2 May 2020] 
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/  
Latest Updates  
Data in the time of COVID-19: Six ways to reconcile data use and data rights 
By Sarah Lucas  
April 29, 2020 
 
 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  [to 2 May 2020] 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
Our News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

http://www.fordfoundation.org/
https://www.fordfoundation.org/the-latest/in-the-headlines/the-disability-community-is-essential-in-our-responses-to-covid-19/
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http://news.getty.edu/
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press
https://grameenfoundation.org/stories/press-releases
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/
https://hewlett.org/data-in-the-time-of-covid-19-six-ways-to-reconcile-data-use-and-data-rights/
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news
https://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news/250-how-philanthropic-partnerships-can-combat-america-s-opioid-epidemic


   

  

IKEA Foundation    [to 2 May 2020] 
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/ 
Agricultural Livelihoods 
Why we need to rethink our food systems 
April 21, 2020 
   At first glance the COVID-19 crisis and the climate and biodiversity crises might seem unrelated, but 
you don’t have to dig too deeply to find connections. 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 2 May 2020] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news 
Research   May 1 2020  
Molecular Basis of Rare Neurological Disorder Reveals Potential Treatment 
Edwin Chapman has long studied how one protein triggers the release of neurotransmitters, allowing 
neurons to communicate. A mother’s email prompted him to investigate what happens when this 
protein malfunctions.  
 
Institute   Apr 30 2020  
Clayton S. Rose Elected Chair of HHMI’s Trustees 
Clayton S. Rose, President of Bowdoin College and a longtime Howard Hughes Medical Institute 
Trustee, will succeed Kurt L. Schmoke as Chair of the Trustees.  
 
 
Kaiser Family Foundation  [to 2 May 2020] 
https://www.kff.org/search/?post_type=press-release 
April 30, 2020   News Release  
Just Released – COVID-19 in Rural America – Is There Cause for Concern?  
   While to date big cities and major urban areas have seen the greatest number of coronavirus cases 
and deaths, a new KFF analysis finds the growth rate is now higher in rural areas, where the 
population tends to be older, younger people are more likely to have high-risk health conditions,… 
 
April 29, 2020   News Release  
COVID-19 Poses a Particular Threat to Low-Wage Workers’ Physical and Financial Health 
   The nation’s low-wage workers face a particular kind of bind. They tend to work in service industries 
— such as the restaurant, hospitality and retail sectors – that are especially at risk for loss of income 
during the COVID-19 pandemic, or in jobs such as health care workers, grocery store… 
prisons, states can utilize programs and other policy actions to mitigate the risk and spread of the 
disease within facilities and the broader communities in which they are located, according to a new 
issue brief from KFF. More than… 
 
 
Kellogg Foundation  [to 2 May 2020] 
https://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media 
Selected Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Aga Khan Foundation   [to 2 May 2020] 

https://www.ikeafoundation.org/
https://ikeafoundation.org/story/why-we-need-to-rethink-our-food-systems/
https://www.hhmi.org/news
https://www.hhmi.org/news/molecular-basis-of-rare-neurological-disorder-reveals-potential-treatment
https://www.hhmi.org/news/clayton-s-rose-elected-chair-of-hhmi-trustees
https://www.kff.org/search/?post_type=press-release
https://www.kff.org/other/press-release/covid-19-in-rural-america-is-there-cause-for-concern/
https://www.kff.org/medicaid/press-release/covid-19-poses-a-particular-threat-to-low-wage-workers-physical-and-financial-health/
https://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media


   

  

https://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
MacArthur Foundation  [to 2 May 2020] 
http://www.macfound.org/ 
April 28, 2020   Perspective 
The Top 100 Respond to COVID-19  
 
April 22, 2020 | Grantee Stories | Human Rights  
Using Context to Break Systemic Human Rights Violations  
   Attorneys in Mexico use contextual analysis to resolve human rights violations and bring justice to 
victims and families. 
 
 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation   [to 2 May 2020] 

https://mellon.org/ 
Mellon News, Press Releases 
Flamboyan Arts Fund and Mellon Foundation Announce $1 Million Puerto Rico Arts 
Emergency Relief Fund 
April 28, 2020 
 
Mellon News, Press Releases 
Deborah Cullen-Morales Appointed New Program Officer at The Andrew W. Mellon 
Foundation 
April 28, 2020 
 
 
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation [to 2 May 2020] 
https://www.moore.org/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Open Society Foundations  [to 2 May 2020] 
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/newsroom 
Press release  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation  [to 2 May 2020] 
http://www.packard.org/news/ 
News  
Leveraging Mission Investments to Help Small Businesses Procure COVID-19 Paycheck 
Protection Program Funding 
May 1, 2020  
 

https://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation
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https://mellon.org/news-blog/articles/deborah-cullen-morales-appointed-new-program-officer-andrew-w-mellon-foundation/
https://mellon.org/news-blog/articles/deborah-cullen-morales-appointed-new-program-officer-andrew-w-mellon-foundation/
https://www.moore.org/
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/newsroom
http://www.packard.org/news/
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https://www.packard.org/insights/news/leveraging-mission-investments-to-help-small-businesses-procure-covid-19-paycheck-protection-program-funding/


   

  

News  
Supporting Scientific Research on COVID-19 to Inform Decisions That Affect Us All 
April 28, 2020 
 
   
Pew Charitable Trusts  [to 2 May 2020] 
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room 
Press Releases & Statements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 2 May 2020] 
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/ 
The Latest  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  [to 2 May 2020] 
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/  
Latest News and Highlights 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Science Philanthropy Alliance   [to 2 May 2020] 
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/ 
“…a group of organizations working together to increase philanthropic support for basic scientific 
research on a global basis…” 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SDG Philanthropy Platform 
http://sdgfunders.org/ 
SDG Philanthropy Platform is a collaboration between philanthropy and the greater international 
development community led by Foundation Center, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
and Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, and supported by the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, Ford 
Foundation and the MasterCard Foundation, the Brach Family Foundation, and other key organizations 
such as Asociación de Fundaciones Empresariales (AFE) in Colombia, Brach Family Charitable 
Foundation, CAF America, Council on Foundations, East Africa Association of Grantmakers (EAAG), 
European Foundation Centre, Filantropi Indonesia (FI), GlobalGiving, The Humanitarian Forum, World 
Congress of Muslim Philanthropists, and Worldwide Initiatives for Grantmaker Support (WINGS). 
Selected Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation  [to 2 May 2020] 
https://sloan.org/about/press  
Press Releases  
No new digest content identified. 
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Wellcome Trust  [to 2 May 2020] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
Opinion | 29 April 2020  
COVID-19: how researchers around the world are racing to understand the virus and 
prevent future outbreaks  
by Josie Golding  
 
News | 27 April 2020  
The future of vaccines: three innovations from around the world  
World Immunisation Week is an opportunity to celebrate some of the most cutting-edge vaccination 
projects and technologies from around the world, which have the potential to improve health for 
millions of people. 
 

:::::: 
 
Candid [formerly Foundation Center and GuideStar]  [to 2 May 2020 
https://candid.org/about/press-room?fcref=pg 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Council on Foundations  [to 2 May 2020] 
https://www.cof.org/newsroom 
Newsroom 
No new digest content identified. 

 
 
 

*                       *                       *                        * 
 
 

:: Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in human 
rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be exhaustive. We will 
add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon recommendation from 
readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content but note that successful access 
to some of the articles and other content may require subscription or other access arrangement unique 
to the publisher. Please suggest additional journals you feel warrant coverage. 
 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
May 2020 Volume 48, Issue 5, p471-590  
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
The Importance of Hand Hygiene in the Current Healthcare Environment 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
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American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
May 2020 Volume 58, Issue 5, p613-756  
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current  
Current Issues 
Reducing Health Disparities Through Prevention: Role of the U.S. Preventive Services Task 
Force 
Matthew J. O'Brien, Kate A. Kirley, Ronald T. Ackermann 
p724–727 
Published online: February 23, 2020 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
May 2020  110(5) 
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
VACCINES 
Vaccine Communication as Weaponized Identity Politics 
Media, Immunization/Vaccines, Social Science 
David A. Broniatowski, Sandra C. Quinn, Mark Dredze and Amelia M. Jamison 
110(5), pp. 617–618 
 
Russian Twitter Accounts and the Partisan Polarization of Vaccine Discourse, 2015–2017 
Global Health, Media, Immunization/Vaccines, Social Science 
Dror Walter, Yotam Ophir and Kathleen Hall Jamieson 
110(5), pp. 718–724 
 
CORONAVIRUS 
Straining the System: Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) and Preparedness for Concomitant 
Disasters 
Global Health, Government, Infections, Public Health Practice, Other Infections 
Nathaniel Smith and Michael Fraser 
110(5), pp. 648–649 
 
 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
Volume 102, Issue 4, April 2020  
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/14761645/102/4 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
21 April 2020 Vol: 172, Issue 8  
http://annals.org/aim/issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Antiquity – A Review of World Archeology 
Issue 374 - April 2020 
https://antiquity.ac.uk/latest 

http://www.ajpmonline.org/current
https://www.ajpmonline.org/article/S0749-3797(20)30016-7/fulltext
https://www.ajpmonline.org/article/S0749-3797(20)30016-7/fulltext
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/10.2105/AJPH.2020.305616
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/10.2105/AJPH.2019.305564
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/10.2105/AJPH.2020.305618
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/10.2105/AJPH.2020.305618
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/14761645/102/4
http://annals.org/aim/issue
https://antiquity.ac.uk/latest


   

  

[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Artificial Intelligence – An International Journal 
Volume 282   May 2020 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/artificial-intelligence/vol/282/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed 2 May 2020) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Global Health 
April 2020 - Volume 5 - 4 
https://gh.bmj.com/content/5/4 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 2 May 2020) 
Assessment of a novel scanner-supported system for processing of child health and 
immunization data in Uganda  
Electronic data capturing has the potential to improve data quality and user-friendliness compared to 
manually processed, paper-based documentation systems. The MyChild system uses an innovative 
approach to pr...  
Authors: Annika Äijö, Ina Schäffner, Peter Waiswa, Rornald Muhumuza Kananura, Mesfin Kassaye 
Tessma and Claudia Hanson 
Citation: BMC Health Services Research 2020 20:367  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 29 April 2020 
 
 
BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 2 May 2020) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Medical Ethics  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 
(Accessed 2 May 2020)  
COVID-19: where is the national ethical guidance?  
Authors: Richard Huxtable 
Content type: Editorial 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/artificial-intelligence/vol/282/suppl/C
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/
https://gh.bmj.com/content/5/4
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content
https://bmchealthservres.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12913-020-05242-1
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http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content
https://bmcmedethics.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12910-020-00478-2


   

  

1 May 2020 
Introduction 
   The COVID-19 pandemic poses numerous – and substantial – ethical challenges to health and 
healthcare. Debate continues about whether there is adequate protective equipment, testing and 
monitoring, and about when a vaccine might become available and social restrictions might be lifted. 
The thorny dilemmas posed by triage and resource allocation also attract considerable attention, 
particularly access to intensive care resources, should demand outstrip supply. 
   But the “COVID fog” clouds more than the intensive care unit [1]. The provision and uptake of non-
COVID related treatment is declining, due to the de-prioritisation of some services and interventions, 
alongside non-COVID patients’ fears of contracting the virus; difficult conversations are being held in 
suboptimal circumstances; and final farewells and death rituals have been disrupted. Healthcare 
personnel, meanwhile, are facing moral distress and, for some, difficulties arising from undertaking 
new roles in unfamiliar settings. 
   Whilst patients and the public require support, health and social care professionals also need 
guidance to help navigate the ethical challenges. A pandemic (by definition) respects no geographical 
boundaries, so co-ordinated international efforts will be important [2]. But guidance will also be needed 
to inform decision-making in health and social care within and throughout countries… 
 
 
BMC Medicine 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content 
(Accessed 2 May 2020)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content 
(Accessed 2 May 2020) 
Obstetric fistulas in Uganda: scoping review using a determinant of health approach to 
provide a framework for health policy improvement  
The uneven global and national distribution of obstetric fistulas suggests a complex network of 
determinants contributing to fistula development. This study aims to create an understanding of the 
determinants ...  
Authors: Geerte C. den Hollander and Erica W. M. Janszen 
Citation: BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 2020 20:257  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 29 April 2020 
 
 
BMC Public Health 
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles 
(Accessed 2 May 2020) 
Barriers and facilitators to dissemination and adoption of precision medicine among 
Hispanics/Latinos  
With the rapid advances in gene technologies in recent years, the potential benefits of precision 
medicine (PM) may spread unevenly to disadvantaged populations, such as Hispanics/Latinos. 
The objective of this study was to explore patient-level barriers and facilitators to dissemination and 
adoption of PM among Hispanics/Latinos, including knowledge and awareness. 

https://bmcmedethics.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12910-020-00478-2#ref-CR1
https://bmcmedethics.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12910-020-00478-2#ref-CR2
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http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content
https://bmcpregnancychildbirth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12884-020-02951-7
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Authors: Juan R. Canedo, Consuelo H. Wilkins, Nicole Senft, Araceli Romero, Kemberlee Bonnet and 
David Schlundt 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2020 20:603  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 1 May 2020 
 
The social value of investing in public health across the life course: a systematic scoping 
review  
Making the case for investing in public health by illustrating the social, economic and environmental 
value of public health interventions is imperative. Economic methodologies to help capture the social 
value...  
Authors: Kathryn Ashton, Peter Schröder-Bäck, Timo Clemens, Mariana Dyakova, Anna Stielke and 
Mark A. Bellis 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2020 20:597  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 1 May 2020 
 
Incorporating machine learning and social determinants of health indicators into 
prospective risk adjustment for health plan payments  
Risk adjustment models are employed to prevent adverse selection, anticipate budgetary reserve 
needs, and offer care management services to high-risk individuals. We aimed to address two 
unknowns about risk ad...  
Authors: Jeremy A. Irvin, Andrew A. Kondrich, Michael Ko, Pranav Rajpurkar, Behzad Haghgoo, Bruce 
E. Landon, Robert L. Phillips, Stephen Petterson, Andrew Y. Ng and Sanjay Basu 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2020 20:608  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 1 May 2020 
Self-harm among asylum seekers in Australian onshore immigration detention: how 
incidence rates vary by held detention type  
Detained asylum seekers are at increased risk of self-harm, and the type of detention in which they are 
held may further exacerbate this risk. In Australia, there are four types of closed (or held) 
immigration...  
Authors: Kyli Hedrick, Gregory Armstrong, Guy Coffey and Rohan Borschmann 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2020 20:592  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 30 April 2020 
 
 
BMC Research Notes  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content 
(Accessed 2 May 2020) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Open 
April 2020 - Volume 10 - 4 
https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/10/4?current-issue=y 
[Reviewed earlier] 

https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-020-08685-7
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Bulletin of the World Health Organization   
Volume 98, Number 5, May 2020 
https://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/98/5/en/ 
EDITORIALS 
Simulation of the effects of COVID-19 testing rates on hospitalizations 
— Bernardo Sousa-Pinto, João Almeida Fonseca, Bruno Oliveira, Ricardo Cruz-Correia, Pedro Pereira 
Rodrigues, Altamiro Costa-Pereira & Francisco Nuno Rocha-Gonçalves 
http://dx.doi.org/10.2471/BLT.20.258186 
 
RESEARCH 
Evidence of behaviour change during an Ebola virus disease outbreak, Sierra Leone 
— F Jalloh, Paul Sengeh, Rebecca E Bunnell, Mohammad B Jalloh, Roeland Monasch, Wenshu Li, 
Jonathan Mermin, Nickolas DeLuca, Vance Brown, Sophia A Nur, Euna M August, Ray L Ransom, 
Apophia Namageyo-Funa, Sara A Clements, Meredith Dyson, Kathy Hageman, Samuel Abu Pratt, Azizeh 
Nuriddin, Dianna D Carroll, Nicole Hawk, Craig Manning, Sara Hersey, Barbara J Marston, Peter H 
Kilmarx, Lansana Conteh, Anna Mia Ekström, Zangin Zeebari, John T Redd, Helena Nordenstedt & 
Oliver Morgan 
http://dx.doi.org/10.2471/BLT.19.245803 
 
 
Child Care, Health and Development  
Volume 46, Issue 3  Pages: 249-396  May 2020 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13652214/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Child Abuse and Neglect: The International Journal 
Volume 102  April 2020 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/child-abuse-and-neglect/vol/102/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Clinical Therapeutics 
March 2020 Volume 42, Issue 3, p379-550, e33-e64  
http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/current 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Clinical Trials 
Volume 17 Issue 1, February 2020  
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/ctja/17/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Conflict and Health 
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/  
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[Accessed 2 May 2020] 
Health status of rescued people by the NGO Open Arms in response to the refugee crisis in 
the Mediterranean Sea  
Authors: Guillermo Cañardo, Jesús Gálvez, Juanfe Jiménez, Núria Serre, Israel Molina and Cristina 
Bocanegra 
Content type: Research 
1 May 2020 
 
 
Contemporary Clinical Trials 
Volume 90   March 2020 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/contemporary-clinical-trials/vol/90/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The CRISPR Journal 
Volume 3, Issue 2 / April 2020 
https://www.liebertpub.com/toc/crispr/3/2 
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Editorials 
How can evidence and strategies influence policies?  
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FMR 63  February 2020  
https://www.fmreview.org/cities 
Cities and towns 
Cities and towns are on the frontline of receiving and welcoming people who have been displaced. In 
this issue of FMR, policymakers, practitioners, researchers, representatives of cities and international 
city-focused alliances, and displaced people themselves debate the challenges facing both the urban 
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authorities and their partners, and the people who come to live there. The issue also includes two 
‘general’ articles on other topics. 
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http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/sfds20/current  
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Research Article    metrics   AWAITING PEER REVIEW  
Tetanus vaccine coverage in recommended and more than recommended doses among 
mothers in a West Cameroon health district: a cross sectional study  
[version 1; peer review: awaiting peer review]  
Igor Nguemouo Nguegang, Martin Nguestop, Linda Evans Eba Ze, Trevor Anyambod Mboh, Dominique 
Majoric Omokolo, Ruth Noutakdie Fossi, Etienne Guenou, Jerome Ateudjieu  
 
 
Genome Medicine 
https://genomemedicine.biomedcentral.com/articles 
[Accessed 2 May 2020] 
Translating insights from neuropsychiatric genetics and genomics for precision psychiatry  
Authors: Elliott Rees and Michael J. Owen 
Citation: Genome Medicine 2020 12:43  
Content type: Review 
Published on: 29 April 2020 
Abstract 
The primary aim of precision medicine is to tailor healthcare more closely to the needs of individual 
patients. This requires progress in two areas: the development of more precise treatments and the 
ability to identify patients or groups of patients in the clinic for whom such treatments are likely to be 
the most effective. There is widespread optimism that advances in genomics will facilitate both of these 
endeavors. It can be argued that of all medical specialties psychiatry has most to gain in these 
respects, given its current reliance on syndromic diagnoses, the minimal foundation of existing 
mechanistic knowledge, and the substantial heritability of psychiatric phenotypes. Here, we review 
recent advances in psychiatric genomics and assess the likely impact of these findings on attempts to 
develop precision psychiatry. Emerging findings indicate a high degree of polygenicity and that genetic 
risk maps poorly onto the diagnostic categories used in the clinic. The highly polygenic and pleiotropic 
nature of psychiatric genetics will impact attempts to use genomic data for prediction and risk 
stratification, and also poses substantial challenges for conventional approaches to gaining biological 
insights from genetic findings. While there are many challenges to overcome, genomics is building an 
empirical platform upon which psychiatry can now progress towards better understanding of disease 
mechanisms, better treatments, and better ways of targeting treatments to the patients most likely to 
benefit, thus paving the way for precision psychiatry. 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
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Volume 12, 2019  Issue 1 
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/zgha20/12/sup1?nav=tocList 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Health: Science and Practice (GHSP) 
Vol. 8, No. 1   March 30, 2020  
http://www.ghspjournal.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Public Health  
Volume 15, 2020   Issue 5 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rgph20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Understanding China’s growing involvement in global health and managing processes of 
change  
Authors: Lewis Husain and Gerald Bloom 
Content type: Review 
1 May 2020 
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Vol. 39, No. 4   April 2020 
https://www.healthaffairs.org/toc/hlthaff/current 
Integrating Social Services & Health 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health and Human Rights 
https://www.hhrjournal.org 
[Accessed 2 May 2020] 
Viewpoints 
Upholding Rights Under COVID-19: The Respectful Maternity Care Charter 
R. Rima Jolivet, Charlotte E Warren, Pooja Sripad, Elena Ateva, Jewel Gausman, Kate Mitchell, Hagar 
Palgi Hacker, Emma Sacks, and Ana Langer, 1 May 2020 
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[Excerpt] 
   …Human rights are indivisible and universal. Rights frameworks provide a firm legal and ethical 
foundation to guide policy and practice in a pandemic. Solutions that uphold fundamental human rights 
and best clinical practices, including infection control, contribute to stronger health and human rights 
outcomes overall. The Respectful Maternity Care (RMC) Charter, published in 2011 and updated in 
2019, articulates 10 fundamental rights of childbearing women and newborns based on widely 
accepted human rights instruments, and provides a framework for high-quality care that supports and 
upholds the dignity of all parties… 
 
Contact Tracing Apps: Extra Risks for Women and Marginalized Groups 
Sara L.M. Davis, 29 April 2020 
[Excerpt] 
   …Groups that have historically experienced discrimination, stigma, and abuse may be exposed to 
greater risk of persecution as data on coronavirus transmission circulates and is discussed in the public 
sphere. Much of the public debate over digital contact tracing apps, rapidly unfolding in Europe, has so 
far focused on individual privacy, and on whether it can be protected with technical solutions.[1] These 
are important questions, but it sidesteps the harder problems linked to widespread stigma and blame. 
In some countries, states now impose criminal sanctions on transmission of the coronavirus, though 
UNAIDS warns, based on experience in the HIV epidemic, that criminal sanctions will undermine, not 
help the response.[2] Even anonymized data raises the risk of persecution once it circulates in a 
climate of fear and stigma… 
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Number 77,  March 2020  
https://odihpn.org/magazine/the-crisis-in-yemen/ 
Responding to Ebola in the Democratic Republic of Congo 
by Humanitarian Practice Network    
This edition of Humanitarian Exchange, co-edited with Anne Harmer, focuses on the response to the 
Ebola outbreak in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). Although at the time of publication the 
outbreak appeared to have ended, over its course it claimed 2,200 lives, with more than 3,300 
infected, making this the world’s second largest outbreak ever. 
 
In the lead article, Natalie Roberts reflects on the extent to which humanitarian actors have applied 
learning from the outbreak in West Africa in 2014–2016. Richard Kojan and colleagues report on the 
NGO ALIMA’s flexible, patient-centred approach to reducing mortality, Marcela Ascuntar reflects on 
lessons learned from community feedback and Bernard Balibuno, Emanuel Mbuna Badjonga and 
Howard Mollett highlight the crucial role faith-based organisations have played in the response. In their 
article, Theresa Jones, Noé Kasali and Olivia Tulloch outline the work of the Bethesda counselling 
centre in Beni, which provides support to grieving families. Reflecting on findings from a recent 
assessment by Translators without Borders, Ellie Kemp describes the challenges involved in providing 
clear and accessible information on Ebola and the response, and Sung Joon Park and colleagues 
explain how humane care and treatment can help increase trust and confidence in the response. 
Stephen Mugamba and his co-authors highlight the importance of community involvement in Ebola 
research, and Gillian McKay and her co-authors examine the impact of the Ebola outbreak and 
response on sexual and reproductive health services. 
 
Stacey Mearns, Kiryn Lanning and Michelle Gayer present an Ebola Readiness Roadmap to support 
NGOs in preparing for an outbreak, while Edward Kumakech, Maurice Sadlier, Aidan Sinnott and Dan 
Irvine report on a Gap Analysis tool looking at the communication, community engagement and 
compliance tracking activities that need to be in place before an Ebola vaccine is deployed. Emanuele 
Bruni and colleagues describe the development of a new monitoring and evaluation framework for 
strategic response planning. The edition ends with an article by Adelicia Fairbanks, who argues for an 
acceptance strategy in the DRC to improve security and access for responding agencies. 
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International Health 
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https://academic.oup.com/inthealth/issue/12/2 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Human Rights Law Review 
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 [Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The International Journal of Children's Rights 
Volume 28 (2020): Issue 1 (Mar 2020) 
https://brill.com/view/journals/chil/28/1/chil.28.issue-1.xml 
Special Issue: The Field of Children’s Rights: Taking Stock, Travelling Forward 
The Field of Children’s Rights: Taking Stock, Travelling Forward  
By: Helen Stalford and Laura Lundy  
Pages: 1–13  
Publication Date: 10 Mar 2020  
 
Thirty Years of Research on Children’s Rights in the Context of Migration  
Towards Increased Visibility and Recognition of Some Children, But Not All?  
By: Ruth Brittle and Ellen Desmet  
Pages: 36–65  
Publication Date: 10 Mar 2020  
Abstract/Excerpt  
   This article presents a tentative analysis of 30 years of academic research in the field of children’s 
rights and migration (1989–2019). Much research has addressed the plight of unaccompanied, refugee 
and asylum-seeking children, trying better to link children’s rights considerations with international 
refugee law. Many publications address the best interests of the child principle and the right to be 
heard. Most research focuses on (migration towards) Europe. This has led to an increased visibility and 
recognition of children’s rights in the context of migration. 
   However, there are still various blind spots in the research reviewed. Most research focuses on some 
children, but not all (e.g., accompanied children), on some rights, but not all (e.g., economic, social 
and cultural rights), and on some types of migration, but not all (e.g., economic migration). Moreover, 
refugee and migrant children tend to be studied as a group, which risks reducing attention for their 
internal diversity. 
 
The Decolonisation of Children’s Rights and the Colonial Contours of the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child  
By: Elizabeth A. Faulkner and Conrad Nyamutata  
Pages: 66–88  
Publication Date: 10 Mar 2020  
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Children and Young People’s Participation Rights: Looking Backwards and Moving 
Forwards  
By: Christina McMellon and E. Kay M. Tisdall  
Pages: 157–182  
Publication Date: 10 Mar 2020  
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By: Meda Couzens  
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Publication Date: 10 Mar 2020  
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Original Research Articles 
Awareness, perceived risk and protective behaviours of Myanmar adults on COVID-19  
Kyaw S. Mya, Aye S. M., Win A. Hlaing, Su S. Hlaing, Thida Aung, Swe M. M. Lwin, Ei S. U., Thandar 
Tun, Kyawt S. Lwin, Hla H. Win  
DOI: 10.18203/2394-6040.ijcmph20201530 
 
Editorial 
Introduction of newer vaccines in national immunization programme in India: a challenge  
Ramesh Verma, Vinod Chayal, Meenakshi Kalhan, Rohit Dhaka, Suraj Chawla, Kapil Bhalla  
DOI: 10.18203/2394-6040.ijcmph20202021 
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https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/international-journal-of-disaster-risk-reduction/vol/44/suppl/C 
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Commemorating World Tuberculosis Day March 24th, 2020 : “IT'S TIME TO FIND, TREAT 
ALL and END TUBERCULOSIS!”  
Precision and personalized medicine and anti-TB treatment: Is TDM feasible for 
programmatic use? 
Jan-Willem C. Alffenaar, Onno W. Akkerman, Hannah Yejin Kim, Simon Tiberi, Giovanni Battista Migliori 
S5–S9 
Published online: January 26, 2020 
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[New issue; No digest content identified] 
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July-December 2019   Volume 17 | Issue 2   Page Nos. 117-318 
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Special issue on the mental health and psychosocial wellbeing of Rohingya refugees 
[Reviewed earlier] 

 

 
JAMA  
April 28, 2020, Vol 323, No. 16, Pages 1529-1626  
http://jama.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx 
Original Investigation 
Baseline Characteristics and Outcomes of 1591 Patients Infected With SARS-CoV-2 
Admitted to ICUs of the Lombardy Region, Italy  
Giacomo Grasselli, MD; Alberto Zangrillo, MD; Alberto Zanella, MD; et al.  
free access has active quiz  
JAMA. 2020;323(16):1574-1581. doi:10.1001/jama.2020.5394  
   This case series describes the demographics, comorbidities, ventilation requirements, dispositions, 
and mortality of patients with PCR-confirmed SARS-CoV-2 infection admitted to northern Italy ICUs in 
February-March 2020.. 
 
Preliminary Communication 
Treatment of 5 Critically Ill Patients With COVID-19 With Convalescent Plasma  
Chenguang Shen, PhD; Zhaoqin Wang, PhD; Fang Zhao, PhD; et al.  
free access has active quiz  
JAMA. 2020;323(16):1582-1589. doi:10.1001/jama.2020.4783  
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   This case series describes clinical outcomes in 5 Chinese patients with laboratory-confirmed COVID-
19, ARDS, and high viral loads despite antiviral treatment who were given human plasma with SARS-
CoV-2 antibodies obtained from previously infected and recovered patients. 
 
Research Letter 
Air, Surface Environmental, and Personal Protective Equipment Contamination by Severe 
Acute Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) From a Symptomatic Patient  
Sean Wei Xiang Ong, MBBS; Yian Kim Tan, PhD; Po Ying Chia, MBBS; et al.  
free access has active quiz has audio  
JAMA. 2020;323(16):1610-1612. doi:10.1001/jama.2020.3227  
   This study documents results of SARS-CoV-2 polymerase chain reaction (PCR) testing of 
environmental surfaces and personal protective equipment surrounding 3 COVID-19 patients in 
isolation rooms in a Singapore hospital. 
 
Characteristics and Outcomes of 21 Critically Ill Patients With COVID-19 in Washington 
State  
Matt Arentz, MD; Eric Yim, MD; Lindy Klaff, MD; et al.  
free access has audio  
JAMA. 2020;323(16):1612-1614. doi:10.1001/jama.2020.4326  
   This case series describes the clinical presentation, characteristics, and outcomes of patients with 
coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) admitted to the intensive care unit at a public hospital in 
Washington State in February 2020, including initial reports of cardiomyopathy in one-third of the 
patients. 
 
Viewpoint 
Critical Care Utilization for the COVID-19 Outbreak in Lombardy, ItalyEarly Experience and 
Forecast During an Emergency Response  
Giacomo Grasselli, MD; Antonio Pesenti, MD; Maurizio Cecconi, MD  
free access has active quiz has multimedia has audio  
JAMA. 2020;323(16):1545-1546. doi:10.1001/jama.2020.4031  
   This Viewpoint describes the organization of a regional ICU network in Lombardy, Italy, to handle the 
surge in patients infected with severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) who 
require intensive care and uses demand experience in the first 2 weeks of the outbreak to estimate 
resources required in coming weeks. 
 
Presidential Powers and Response to COVID-19  
Lawrence O. Gostin, JD; James G. Hodge Jr, JD, LLM; Lindsay F. Wiley, JD, MPH  
free access  
JAMA. 2020;323(16):1547-1548. doi:10.1001/jama.2020.4335  
   This Viewpoint reviews legal powers the US president and state governors have to implement travel 
and other restrictions to control the spread of coronavirus, and discusses the need to balance rights to 
privacy and liberty with public health in ways that do not disadvantage already vulnerable populations. 
 
Managing COVID-19 in Low- and Middle-Income Countries  
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   This Viewpoint discusses challenges to managing a COVID-19 outbreak in low- and middle-income 
countries (LMICs), reviewing how absence of testing, critical care capacity, climate, war, distrust, and 
large refugee populations could complicate implementation of proven infection prevention and control 
measures. 
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Governments now ask heavy sacrifices from their people, with around a third of the global population 
under some form of lockdown. But demonstration that governments are in fact acting to protect the 
public, for example, through adequately preparing the health system and giving clear advice aimed at 
saving lives, has been highly variable. Although international comparisons are not straightforward, 
there are nonetheless encouraging examples of where strong and swift action has succeeded in staving 
off the worst effects of the virus, be they Germany's quick escalation of testing, New Zealand's 
elimination strategy, or South Korea's aggressive pursuit of a test-and-trace approach. By contrast, the 
UK, USA, and Brazil, among others, have been slow to react and haphazard when they did. The serious 
deficiencies in pandemic planning and response have sparked protests and condemnation and call into 
question commitment to the most vital interests of the public. 
 
Such failures have too often been accompanied by poor transparency and an ingrained resistance to all 
forms of accountability. In March, when US President Donald Trump was asked by a reporter if he 
takes responsibility for the delay in making test kits available, he replied “No, I don't take responsibility 
at all.” And in April, at a daily COVID-19 briefing when UK Home Secretary Priti Patel was asked twice if 
she would apologise about the shortage of personal protective equipment for front-line health-care 
workers, she responded, “I'm sorry if people feel that there have been failings”, in what seemed to be 
indifference to the sacrifices being made by health-care workers on behalf of the country and its 
people. 
 
Beyond immediate responses, this pandemic is revealing how a longer-term increase in inequalities and 
neglect of public services have weakened the ability of societies to deal with external shocks and 
created new vulnerabilities in a crisis. Racial and ethnic minorities, those with weak employment 
protections, including migrant workers, and populations without adequate access to affordable health 
care are among the hardest hit. 
 
However, at the same time, COVID-19 is also overturning core values, norms, and rules that sit at the 
heart of long-standing market-oriented political agendas. The willingness with which nations have put 
the brakes on their economies to protect lives, coupled with massive increases in public spending and 
government debt, particularly by conservative administrations, was inconceivable a few months ago. 
According to one analysis, as of April 23, a staggering 151 countries have planned, introduced, or 
adapted a total of 684 social protection measures in response to the pandemic. 
 
Despite important deficiencies in some responses, in many ways the world is witnessing the setting 
aside of ideology to address the urgent and fundamental need common to all people—the protection of 
health. So far, the measures taken have been uneven, short-term, and reactive. But it is hard to 
imagine that when this pandemic is over, the public will be content to go back to the way things were. 
That it has taken a crisis of this scale to force the recognition that the basic role of a government is to 
serve and protect its people—that wellbeing has a higher value than gross domestic product—is a 
shocking demonstration of how the reciprocal rights and responsibilities that form the basis of so many 
democratic systems have been hollowed out. The kind of societies that are set to emerge from this 
pandemic is far from clear, but our interconnectedness and interdependence at local, national, and 
global levels have never been more undeniable. Nor can the importance of well resourced and well 
prepared health systems continue to be ignored. A renewed and expanded social contract, one with 
health at the centre, could well be one legacy of COVID-19. 
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Annelies Wilder-Smith 
 
Comment 
Ensuring global access to COVID-19 vaccines 
Gavin Yamey, Marco Schäferhoff, Richard Hatchett, Muhammad Pate, Feng Zhao, Kaci Kennedy 
McDade 
The current response to the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic involves aggressive 
implementation of suppression strategies, such as case identification, quarantine and isolation, contact 
tracing, and social distancing. However, models developed by the Imperial College COVID-19 Response 
Team suggest that “transmission will quickly rebound if interventions are relaxed”.1 WHO warns of 
multiple simultaneous outbreaks of COVID-19 worldwide.2 The development of COVID-19 vaccines that 
can be used globally is therefore a priority for ending the pandemic. 
 
This vaccine effort should be guided by three imperatives: speed, manufacture and deployment at 
scale, and global access. In February, 2020, the World Bank and the Coalition for Epidemic 
Preparedness Innovations (CEPI), which funds development of epidemic vaccines, co-hosted a global 
consultation on these goals.3 This consultation led to the launch of a COVID-19 Vaccine Development 
Taskforce that is now working on how to finance and manufacture vaccines for global access. 
 
CEPI estimates that developing up to three vaccines in the next 12–18 months will require an 
investment of at least US$2 billion.4 This estimate includes phase 1 clinical trials of eight vaccine 
candidates, progression of up to six candidates through phase 2 and 3 trials, completion of regulatory 
and quality requirements for at least three vaccines, and enhancing global manufacturing capacity for 
three vaccines. This estimate does not include the costs of manufacture or delivery. Progress has been 
rapid. A phase 1 trial of a vaccine candidate, supported by the US National Institutes of Health and 
CEPI, began on March 16, 2020,5 
and 2 days later a clinical trial began in China.6 Clinical trials for other candidates will start soon. 
 
Use of existing financing systems to support this work offers the benefits of speed and lower 
transaction costs than for new financing approaches. CEPI is supported by a World Bank financial 
intermediary fund that brings together public, philanthropic, and private funding to respond to global 
priorities.7 Through this fund, CEPI can act as a global mechanism for funding vaccine development 
until vaccines can be licensed or used under emergency use provisions. Mobilising $2 billion in funding 
will require funding from all sources. Given the enormous health, social, and economic consequences of 
COVID-19, there is a strong case for all governments to invest in vaccines. 
 
In addition to direct government contributions, innovative finance mechanisms have been successful in 
raising funds for vaccines in the past and should be used to fund the development of COVID-19 
vaccines.8, 9 The International Finance Facility for Immunisation (IFFIm) raises funds with vaccine 
bonds, which turn long-term contributions by donors into available cash.8 
IFFIm was created to support Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, but could be used to finance CEPI's COVID-19 
vaccine efforts. With advanced market commitments, donors make funding commitments to vaccine 
manufacturers and, in exchange, companies sign a legally binding commitment to provide the vaccines 
at a price affordable to low-income and middle-income countries. Gavi's board expressed support for 
the use of Gavi's IFFIm and advanced market commitments to improve COVID-19 vaccine development 
and access.10 
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The need for COVID-19 vaccines is global, although the need is differentially distributed within 
populations. Vaccines would likely be prioritised for health-care workers and people at greatest risk of 
severe illness and death. High-income countries must not monopolise the global supply of COVID-19 
vaccines. This risk is real: during the 2009 influenza A/H1N1 pandemic, rich countries negotiated large 
advance orders for the vaccine, crowding out poor countries.11 
Such an outcome would result in a suboptimal allocation of an initially scarce resource. 
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Efficacy of a tetravalent dengue vaccine in healthy children aged 4–16 years: a 
randomised, placebo-controlled, phase 3 trial 
Shibadas Biswal, et al for the TIDES study group 
   A substantial unmet need remains for safe and effective vaccines against dengue virus disease, 
particularly for individuals who are dengue-naive and those younger than 9 years. We aimed to assess 
the efficacy, safety, and immunogenicity of a live attenuated tetravalent dengue vaccine (TAK-003) in 
healthy children aged 4–16 years. 
 
Safety and immunogenicity of a tetravalent dengue vaccine in children aged 2–17 years: a 
randomised, placebo-controlled, phase 2 trial 
Vianney Tricou,et al 
   An unmet clinical need remains for an effective tetravalent dengue vaccine suitable for all age 
groups, regardless of serostatus. We assessed the immunogenicity and safety of three different dose 
schedules of a tetravalent dengue vaccine (TAK-003) over a 48-month period in children living in 
dengue-endemic countries. 
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Articles 
Prevalence and number of children living in institutional care: global, regional, and country 
estimates 
Chris Desmond, Kathryn Watt, Anamika Saha, Jialin Huang, Chunling Lu 
   Children living in institutionalised settings are at risk of negative health and developmental outcomes, 
as well as physical and emotional abuse, yet information on their numbers is scarce. Therefore, the aim 
of our study was to estimate global-level, regional-level, and country-level numbers and percentages of 
children living in institutional care. 
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Daniel A Salmon 
Summary  
This Review updates the scientific evidence assessing possible causal associations of adverse events 
following immunisation (AEFI) compiled in the 2012 report from the Institute of Medicine and the 2014 
report from the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality. For 12 of 46 AEFI examined, a causal 
relationship has been established with at least one vaccine currently routinely recommended to the 
general USA population: anaphylaxis, arthralgia or arthritis (mild, acute, and transient, not chronic), 
deltoid bursitis (when vaccine is administered improperly), disseminated varicella infection (in immune 
deficient individuals for whom the varicella vaccine is contraindicated), encephalitis, febrile seizures, 
Guillain-Barré syndrome, hepatitis (in immune deficient individuals for whom the varicella vaccine is 
contraindicated), herpes zoster, immune thrombocytopenic purpura, meningitis, and syncope. Other 
than mild acute and transient arthralgia or arthritis, which is very common in adult women after rubella 
vaccine, these adverse reactions are rare or very rare. Vaccines have an excellent safety profile overall 
and provide protection against infectious diseases to individuals and the general population.  
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Volume 24, Issue 5, May 2020 
https://link.springer.com/journal/10995/24/5 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
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Volume 40 Issue 2, February 2020  
http://mdm.sagepub.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The Milbank Quarterly 
A Multidisciplinary Journal of Population Health and Health Policy  
Volume 98, Issue 1  Pages: 1-222  March 2020 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14680009/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Nature 
Volume 580 Issue 7805, 30 April 2020 
http://www.nature.com/nature/current_issue.html 
Editorial | 29 April 2020  
Show evidence that apps for COVID-19 contact-tracing are secure and effective  
   Governments see coronavirus apps as key to releasing lockdowns. In exchange for people’s health 
data, they must promise to work together to develop the highest standards of safety and efficacy. 
 
Article | 15 April 2020 | Open Access  
Measuring and forecasting progress towards the education-related SDG targets  
Great progress toward the education-related SDG targets has been made; however, global estimates 
of within-country distributions of education reveal gender disparities and high levels of total inequality 
in many parts of the world. 
Joseph Friedman, Hunter York[…] & Emmanuela Gakidou 
 
 
Nature Biotechnology 
Volume 38 Issue 4, April 2020 
https://www.nature.com/nbt/volumes/38/issues/4 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Nature Genetics 
Volume 52 Issue 4, April 2020 

http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanres/issue/current
https://link.springer.com/journal/10995/24/5
http://mdm.sagepub.com/content/current
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14680009/current
http://www.nature.com/nature/current_issue.html
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-01264-1
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-020-2198-8
javascript:;
https://www.nature.com/nbt/volumes/38/issues/4


   

  

https://www.nature.com/ng/volumes/52/issues/4 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Nature Medicine 
Volume 26 Issue 4, April 2020 
https://www.nature.com/nm/volumes/26/issues/4 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Nature Reviews Genetics 
Volume 21 Issue 5, May 2020 
https://www.nature.com/nrg/volumes/21/issues/5 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Nature Reviews Immunology 
Volume 20 Issue 5, May 2020 
https://www.nature.com/nri/volumes/20/issues/5 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
New England Journal of Medicine 
April 30, 2020  Vol. 382 No. 18 
http://www.nejm.org/toc/nejm/medical-journal 
Perspective 
Responding to Covid-19 — A Once-in-a-Century Pandemic? 
Bill Gates 
   In any crisis, leaders have two equally important responsibilities: solve the immediate problem and 
keep it from happening again. The Covid-19 pandemic is a case in point. We need to save lives now 
while also improving the way we respond to outbreaks in general. The first point is more pressing, but 
the second has crucial long-term consequences. 
   The long-term challenge — improving our ability to respond to outbreaks — isn’t new. Global health 
experts have been saying for years that another pandemic whose speed and severity rivaled those of 
the 1918 influenza epidemic was a matter not of if but of when.1 The Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation has committed substantial resources in recent years to helping the world prepare for such a 
scenario. 
   Now we also face an immediate crisis. In the past week, Covid-19 has started behaving a lot like the 
once-in-a-century pathogen we’ve been worried about. I hope it’s not that bad, but we should assume 
it will be until we know otherwise… 
 
Feeding Low-Income Children during the Covid-19 Pandemic 
C.G. Dunn, E. Kenney, S.E. Fleischhacker, and S.N. Bleich 
   … The Covid-19 pandemic highlights the need for policy-based solutions that ensure food security for 
millions of American children. Whereas means-tested programs such as SNAP have traditionally 
received bipartisan support, recent efforts to protect access to this program have been met with 
substantial partisan opposition. The current situation is made more tenuous by proposed changes to 
SNAP that could reduce or eliminate benefits for more than 1 million households with children, such as 
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a proposed rule to limit broad-based categorical eligibility. In addition, changes to the “public charge” 
rule went into effect in February 2020. These changes could now deny a path to citizenship for people 
who use public benefits such as SNAP, which will probably discourage documented immigrant families 
from obtaining access to emergency provisions, leaving them increasingly vulnerable during the Covid-
19 pandemic. Short-term policy solutions may help address immediate issues of food insecurity 
resulting from loss of access to meals provided by schools or child care centers. Unfortunately, broader 
policies that discourage enrollment or reduce access to nutrition-assistance programs have undermined 
our response to Covid-19. 
   As we grapple with Covid-19, it’s critical to ensure that the nutritional needs of vulnerable children 
are met in order to avoid exacerbating disparities in health and educational attainment for years to 
come (see box for preliminary suggestions). We should examine in real time the strategies being used, 
acknowledge the broader political landscape in which they’re being implemented, and improve our 
ability to adapt how, when, and where we provide nutritional support to children. 
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Pediatrics  
Vol. 145, Issue 5   1 May 2020  
https://pediatrics.aappublications.org/ 
Articles 
Effect of State Immunization Information System Centralized Reminder and Recall on HPV 
Vaccination Rates  
Peter Szilagyi, Christina Albertin, Dennis Gurfinkel, Brenda Beaty, Xinkai Zhou, Sitaram Vangala, John 
Rice, Jonathan D. Campbell, Melanie D. Whittington, Rebecca Valderrama, Abigail Breck, Heather Roth, 
Megan Meldrum, Chi-Hong Tseng, Cynthia Rand, Sharon G. Humiston, Stanley Schaffer, Allison Kempe 
Pediatrics, May 2020, 145 (5) e20192689  
 
Use of Standing Orders for Vaccination Among Pediatricians  
Jessica Cataldi, Sean T. O’Leary, Megan C. Lindley, Mandy A. Allison, Laura P. Hurley, Lori A. Crane, 
Michaela Brtnikova, Brenda Beaty, Erin McBurney, Allison Kempe 
Pediatrics, May 2020, 145 (5) e20191855  
 
Commentaries 
Optimizing Human Papillomavirus Immunization: The Role of Centralized Reminder and 
Recall Systems  
Sarah Geoghegan, Kristen Feemster 
Pediatrics, May 2020, 145 (5) e20193596  
 
 
Pharmaceutics  
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https://link.springer.com/journal/40273/38/5 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
PLoS Genetics 
https://journals.plos.org/plosgenetics/ 
(Accessed 2 May 2020)  
[No new digest content identified]  
 
 
PLoS Medicine 
http://www.plosmedicine.org/   
(Accessed 2 May 2020)  
Pandemic responses: Planning to neutralize SARS-CoV-2 and prepare for future outbreaks  
The PLOS Medicine Editors  
Editorial | published 28 Apr 2020 PLOS Medicine  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pmed.1003123  
 
 
PLoS Neglected Tropical Diseases 
http://www.plosntds.org/  
(Accessed 2 May 2020)  
[No new digest content identified]  
 
 
PLoS One 
http://www.plosone.org/ 
[Accessed 2 May 2020] 
Willingness to pay for oral cholera vaccines in urban Bangladesh  
Abdur Razzaque Sarker, Ziaul Islam, Marufa Sultana, Nurnabi Sheikh, Rashidul Alam Mahumud, Md. 
Taufiqul Islam, Robert Van Der Meer, Alec Morton, Ashraful Islam Khan, John David Clemens, Firdausi 
Qadri, Jahangir A. M. Khan  
Research Article | published 30 Apr 2020 PLOS ONE  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0232600  
 
Evidence of rotavirus vaccine impact in sub-Saharan Africa: Systematic review and meta-
analysis  
Opolot Godfrey, Weidong Zhang, Cecilia Amponsem-Boateng, Timothy Bonney Oppong, QingLin Zhao, 
Dankang Li  
Research Article | published 27 Apr 2020 PLOS ONE  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0232113  
 
Impact of prophylactic vaccination strategies on Ebola virus transmission: A modeling 
analysis  
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Ravi Potluri, Amit Kumar, Vikalp Maheshwari, Charlie Smith, Valerie Oriol Mathieu, Kerstin Luhn, Benoit 
Callendret, Hitesh Bhandari  
Research Article | published 27 Apr 2020 PLOS ONE  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0230406  
 
Food transfers, electronic food vouchers and child nutritional status among Rohingya 
children living in Bangladesh  
John Hoddinott, Paul Dorosh, Mateusz Filipski, Gracie Rosenbach, Ernesto Tiburcio  
Research Article | published 29 Apr 2020 PLOS ONE  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0230457  
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Preventive Medicine 
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https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/preventive-medicine/vol/133/suppl/C 
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Public Health Reports 
Volume 135 Issue 2, March/April 2020  
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/phrg/135/2 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Qualitative Health Research  
Volume 30 Issue 5, April 2020  
http://qhr.sagepub.com/content/current 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
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Reproductive Health 
http://www.reproductive-health-journal.com/content 
[Accessed 2 May 2020]  
The contribution of qualitative research within the PRECISE study in sub-Saharan Africa  
The PRECISE Network is a cohort study established to investigate hypertension, fetal growth restriction 
and stillbirth (described as “placental disorders”) in Kenya, Mozambique and The Gambia. Several 
pregnanc...  
Authors: Marina A. S. Daniele, Melisa Martinez-Alvarez, Angela Koech Etyang, Marianne Vidler, Tatiana 
Salisbury, Prestige Tatenda Makanga, Peris Musitia, Meriel Flint-O’Kane, Tanya Wells Brown, Brahima 
Amara Diallo, Helena Boene, William Stones, Peter von Dadelszen, Laura A. Magee and Jane Sandall 
Citation: Reproductive Health 2020 17(Suppl 1):58  
Content type: Study protocol 
Published on: 30 April 2020 
 
PRECISE pregnancy cohort: challenges and strategies in setting up a biorepository in sub-
Saharan Africa  
PRECISE is a population-based, prospective pregnancy cohort study designed for deep phenotyping of 
pregnancies in women with placenta-related disorders, and in healthy controls. The PRECISE Network 
is recruiti...  
Authors: Rachel Craik, Donna Russell, Rachel M. Tribe, Lucilla Poston, Geoffrey Omuse, Patricia Okiro, 
David Chege, Mathurin Diatta, Abdul Karim Sesay, Inocencia Cuamba, Carla Carrilho, Esperança 
Sevene, Meriel Flint-O’Kane and Peter von Dadelszen 
Citation: Reproductive Health 2020 17(Suppl 1):54  

https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/phrg/135/2
http://qhr.sagepub.com/content/current
http://rsq.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/reab/current
http://www.reproductive-health-journal.com/content
https://reproductive-health-journal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12978-020-0875-6
https://reproductive-health-journal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12978-020-0874-7
https://reproductive-health-journal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12978-020-0874-7


   

  

Content type: Research 
Published on: 30 April 2020 
 
Harnessing the PRECISE network as a platform to strengthen global capacity for maternal 
and child health research in sub-Saharan Africa  
It is widely acknowledged across the global health sector that research programmes need to be 
designed and implemented in a way that maximise opportunities for strengthening local capacity. This 
paper examines...  
Authors: Meriel Flint-O’Kane, Peter von Dadelszen, Prestige Tatenda Makanga, Esperança Sevene, Anna 
Roca, Peter Dukes, Saba Hinrichs-Krapels, Rachel Craik, Laura A. Magee and Marleen Temmerman 
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Revista Panamericana de Salud Pública/Pan American Journal of Public Health 
(RPSP/PAJPH)  
https://www.paho.org/journal/en 
Latest articles 
27 Apr 2020 
COVID-19 and newborn health: systematic review 
Review  
 
 
Risk Analysis     
Volume 40, Issue 4   Pages: 657-898   April 2020 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/15396924/current 
[New issue; no digest content identified] 
 
 
Risk Management and Healthcare Policy 
https://www.dovepress.com/risk-management-and-healthcare-policy-archive56 
[Accessed 2 May 2020] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Science  
01 May 2020  Vol 368, Issue 6490 
http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl 
Editorial 
COVID-19 amidst Ebola's retreat 
By John Ditekemena 
01 May 2020  
Summary 
In April, the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) was on the verge of good news—announcing an 
end to its tenth (and the world's second largest) Ebola outbreak. Unfortunately, since 10 April, new 
Ebola cases have been reported in Beni, the epicenter of the Ebola outbreak. Although the DRC has 
long struggled with political unrest, armed conflict, poverty, and infectious diseases, it must remain 
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committed to ending the Ebola crisis while also applying the lessons learned in tackling this old viral 
enemy to combat a new one—severe acute respiratory syndrome–coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2), the 
cause of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19). 
 
Policy Forum 
Against pandemic research exceptionalism 
By Alex John London, Jonathan Kimmelman 
Science01 May 2020 : 476-477 Full Access 
Crises are no excuse for lowering scientific standards 
Summary 
The global outbreak of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) has seen a deluge of clinical studies, with 
hundreds registered on clinicaltrials.gov. But a palpable sense of urgency and a lingering concern that 
“in critical situations, large randomized controlled trials are not always feasible or ethical” (1) 
perpetuate the perception that, when it comes to the rigors of science, crisis situations demand 
exceptions to high standards for quality. Early phase studies have been launched before completion of 
investigations that would normally be required to warrant further development of the intervention (2), 
and treatment trials have used research strategies that are easy to implement but unlikely to yield 
unbiased effect estimates. Numerous trials investigating similar hypotheses risk duplication of effort, 
and droves of research papers have been rushed to preprint servers, essentially outsourcing peer 
review to practicing physicians and journalists. Although crises present major logistical and practical 
challenges, the moral mission of research remains the same: to reduce uncertainty and enable 
caregivers, health systems, and policy-makers to better address individual and public health. Rather 
than generating permission to carry out low-quality investigations, the urgency and scarcity of 
pandemics heighten the responsibility of key actors in the research enterprise to coordinate their 
activities to uphold the standards necessary to advance this mission. 
Research Articles 
 
Substantial undocumented infection facilitates the rapid dissemination of novel 
coronavirus (SARS-CoV-2) 
By Ruiyun Li, Sen Pei, Bin Chen, Yimeng Song, Tao Zhang, Wan Yang, Jeffrey Shaman 
Science01 May 2020 : 489-493 Open Access CCBY 
  Prior to travel restrictions, most SARS-CoV-2 infections went undocumented and substantially 
contributed to global virus spread. 
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[New issue; No digest content identified] 
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[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Stanford Social Innovation Review 
Spring 2020  Volume 18, Number 2  
https://ssir.org/issue/spring_2020# 
   Explore the power of collaboration between social innovation leaders and the public sector, 
development impact bonds, the transformation of the global humanitarian relief system, the smart use 
of evidence in decision-making, and other topics in the Spring 2020 issue of Stanford Social Innovation 
Review. 
 
 
Systematic Reviews  
https://systematicreviewsjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles 
[Accessed 2 May 2020]  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Torture Journal 
2019  Volume 29 - No.3 
https://irct.org/publications/torture-journal/143 
   This issue of the Torture Journal takes its focus on measuring torture rehabilitation processes and 
results. Scientific contributions on this subject include a measurement of rehabilitation outcomes with 
an instrument designed at the Marjorie Kovler Center in Chicago; a validation study examining 
diagnoses of Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) and Complex Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder 
(CPTSD) in refugee and torture survivor populations; and a study of gender-based violence in 
Honduras, El Salvador and Guatemala.  
   The issue also comprises an applied perspective on organizational development in torture 
rehabilitation programs and two letters to the editor addressing involvement of medical personnel in 
torture in Syria and a response to the concept of psychological torture.  
   Finally, Secretary-General of the International Rehabilitation Council for Torture Victims, Lisa Henry, 
and Chief Executive Officer of STARTTS Centre in Australia, Jorge Aroche, provide an open letter to the 
Torture Journal readers and a celebratory text of STARTTS' 30th anniversary respectively.  
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[Reviewed earlier] 
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Tropical Medicine & International Health 
Volume 25, Issue 4  Pages: i-iv, 387-505  April 2020 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13653156/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
UN Chronicle 
Vol. LV Nos. 3 & 4 2018  December 2018  
https://unchronicle.un.org/ 
New Technologies: Where To? 
This issue focuses on new technologies and their potential benefits for humanity as well as their 
expanding use in advancing the 2030 Agenda. It explores the promise of our digital age, while posing 
important questions about where these technologies are leading us, and how their misuse could also 
lead to increased inequality and conflict. 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Vulnerable Children and Youth Studies  
An International Interdisciplinary Journal for Research, Policy and Care  
Volume 15, Issue 1, 2020 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rvch20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
World Heritage Review  
n°94 - January 2020 
http://whc.unesco.org/en/review/94/ 
Current Issue 
New World Heritage sites 2019 
   The 1972 World Heritage Convention is truly unique. It is the only legal instrument conceived to 
protect both cultural and natural heritage, based on the principle of Outstanding Universal Value (OUV) 
– the value of a site that is irreplaceable and must be protected for the future. 
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