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:: Week in Review  
A highly selective capture of strategic developments, research, commentary, analysis and 
announcements spanning Human Rights Action, Humanitarian Response, Health, Education, Holistic 
Development, Heritage Stewardship, Sustainable Resilience. Achieving a balance across these broad 
themes is a challenge and we appreciate your observations and ideas in this regard. This is not 
intended to be a "news and events" digest. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
COVID-19 : Joint Statement 
 
Uniting behind a people’s vaccine against COVID-19  
14 May 2020 
Humanity today, in all its fragility, is searching for an effective and safe vaccine against COVID-19. It is 
our best hope of putting a stop to this painful global pandemic. 
 
We are calling on Health Ministers at the World Health Assembly to rally behind a people’s 
vaccine against this disease urgently. Governments and international partners must unite 
around a global guarantee which ensures that, when a safe and effective vaccine is 
developed, it is produced rapidly at scale and made available for all people, in all countries, 
free of charge. The same applies for all treatments, diagnostics, and other technologies for 
COVID-19.  
 
We recognize that many countries and international organizations are making progress towards this 
goal, cooperating multilaterally on research and development, funding and access, including the 
welcome $8 billion pledged on 4th May. Thanks to tireless public and private sector efforts and billions 
of dollars of publicly-financed research, many vaccine candidates are proceeding with unprecedented 
speed and several have begun clinical trials. 
 
Our world will only be safer once everyone can benefit from the science and access a vaccine - and 
that is a political challenge. The World Health Assembly must forge a global agreement that ensures 
rapid universal access to quality-assured vaccines and treatments with need prioritized above the 
ability to pay. 
 
It is time for Health Ministers to renew the commitments made at the founding of the 
World Health Organization, where all states agreed to deliver the “the highest attainable 
standard of health as a fundamental right of every human being”. 
 
Now is not the time to allow the interests of the wealthiest corporations and governments to be placed 
before the universal need to save lives, or to leave this massive and moral task to market forces. 
Access to vaccines and treatments as global public goods are in the interests of all humanity. We 
cannot afford for monopolies, crude competition and near-sighted nationalism to stand in the way. 
 
We must heed the warning that “Those who do not remember the past are doomed to repeat it.” We 
must learn the painful lessons from a history of unequal access in dealing with disease such as HIV and 
Ebola. But we must also remember the ground-breaking victories of health movements, including AIDS 
activists and advocates who fought for access to affordable medicines for all. 

https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/may/20200514_covid19-vaccine-open-letter


   

  

 
Applying both sets of lessons, we call for a global agreement on COVID-19 vaccines, diagnostics and 
treatments – implemented under the leadership of the World Health Organization – that: 
 
[1] Ensures mandatory worldwide sharing of all COVID-19 related knowledge, data and 
technologies with a pool of COVID-19 licenses freely available to all countries. Countries 
should be empowered and enabled to make full use of agreed safeguards and flexibilities in the WTO 
Doha Declaration on the TRIPS Agreement and Public Health to protect access to medicines for all. 
 
[2] Establishes a global and equitable rapid manufacturing and distribution plan – that is 
fully-funded by rich nations – for the vaccine and all COVID-19 products and technologies 
that guarantees transparent ‘at true cost-prices’ and supplies according to need. Action 
must start urgently to massively build capacity worldwide to manufacture billions of vaccine doses and 
to recruit and train the millions of paid and protected health workers needed to deliver them. 
 
[3] Guarantees COVID-19 vaccines, diagnostics, tests and treatments are provided free of 
charge to everyone, everywhere. Access needs to be prioritized first for front-line workers, the 
most vulnerable people, and for poor countries with the least capacity to save lives. 
 
In doing so, no one can be left behind. Transparent democratic governance must be set in 
place by the WHO, inclusive of independent expertise and civil society partners, which is 
essential to lock-in accountability for this agreement. 
 
In doing so, we also recognize the urgent need to reform and strengthen public health systems 
worldwide, removing all barriers so that rich and poor alike can access the health care, technologies 
and medicines they need, free at the point of need. 
 
Only a people’s vaccine – with equality and solidarity at its core – can protect all of humanity and get 
our societies safely running again. A bold international agreement cannot wait. 
 
Signed, 
Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo-Addo – President of the Republic of Ghana 
Imran Khan - Prime Minister of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan 
Cyril Ramaphosa - President of the Republic of South Africa and Chairperson of the African Union.. 
[Fifty+ signatories; Full list at title link above] 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
COVID-19 and Heritage 
 
ICOMOS and COVID-19: Heritage as a cornerstone of human, social and economic recovery  
International Council on Monuments and Sites 
04 May 2020 
…However, the challenges of recovery are not only economic, but also human and social. The 
importance of social justice will be re-visited and re-evaluated at many levels, also nationally and 
internationally, and it will be a central issue in the process of recovery and the post-COVID world. 
 

https://www.icomos.org/en/77-articles-en-francais/75092-icomos-and-covid-19-heritage-as-a-cornerstone-of-human-social-and-economic-recovery


   

  

ICOMOS believes that heritage is not only a driver of sustainable development, but also a 
cornerstone of human and social recovery following disasters, and our organization 
intends to make its contribution during and after this pandemic. We live in a world of 
unparalleled, unpredictable and complex circumstances. A one-size-fits-all approach will not work nor 
will one-off measures suffice in overcoming the impacts of COVID-19. ICOMOS’ is therefore planning 
two major activities – with a long term perspective: 
 
First, knowing that recovery will be long and will take various forms, ICOMOS through its global 
networks, Committees and Working Groups and calling on its diverse expertise, will monitor and assess 
developments and measures taken across countries for at least the coming three years, from the 
viewpoint of heritage conservation. ICOMOS will publish annually a published on the recovery from the 
pandemic, covering both pre-vaccine- and post-vaccine phases, and offer a solid basis for policy 
recommendations. 
 
Second, ICOMOS believes in the power of place. Being in a historic building or at a significant site is a 
fundamentally different experience from seeing pictures on a screen. Whilst human values may gain 
new attention, the importance of heritage may not be recognized by governments in the same manner 
as before, as they will be overwhelmed by the pressures of the recovery process and competing 
priorities. ICOMOS must be proactive in ensuring that the policies and measures relevant to heritage 
that are implemented to mitigate the impacts of the pandemic are well balanced - for instance, that 
economic stimulus packages take into account the significant role that can be played by heritage and 
conservation. Such measures, will not only protect heritage, but also the communities that are linked to 
it. In this context, ICOMOS is launching a series of webinars, covering diverse aspects and issues 
related to heritage conservation, including impacts of the pandemic, with sessions aimed both at 
heritage professionals and the wider public… 
 
About  
ICOMOS [International Council on Monuments and Sites] works for the conservation and protection of 
cultural heritage places. It is the only global non-government organisation of this kind, which is 
dedicated to promoting the application of theory, methodology, and scientific techniques to the 
conservation of the architectural and archaeological heritage.  
:: 10,546 Individual Members in 151 countries 
:: 271 Institutional Members 
:: 107 National Committees 
:: 28 International Scientific Committees 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Covid-19 : Global Economic Impact 
 
COVID-19 Economic Impact Could Reach $8.8 Trillion Globally — New ADB Report 
MANILA, PHILIPPINES (15 May 2020) — The global economy could suffer between $5.8 trillion and 
$8.8 trillion in losses—equivalent to 6.4% to 9.7% of global gross domestic product (GDP)—as a result 
of the novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic, says a new report released by the Asian 
Development Bank (ADB) today. 
 

https://www.adb.org/news/covid-19-economic-impact-could-reach-8-8-trillion-globally-new-adb-report


   

  

The report, Updated Assessment of the Potential Economic Impact of COVID-19, finds that economic 
losses in Asia and the Pacific could range from $1.7 trillion under a short containment scenario of 3 
months to $2.5 trillion under a long containment scenario of 6 months, with the region accounting for 
about 30% of the overall decline in global output. The People’s Republic of China (PRC) could suffer 
losses between $1.1 trillion and $1.6 trillion. The new analysis updates findings presented in the Asian 
Development Outlook (ADO) 2020 published on 3 April, which estimated COVID-19’s global cost to 
range from $2.0 trillion to $4.1 trillion. 
 
Governments around the world have been quick in responding to the impacts of the pandemic, 
implementing measures such as fiscal and monetary easing, increased health spending, and direct 
support to cover losses in incomes and revenues. Sustained efforts from governments focused on these 
measures could soften COVID-19’s economic impact by as much as 30% to 40%, according to the 
report. This could reduce global economic losses due to the pandemic to between $4.1 trillion and $5.4 
trillion. 
 
The analysis, which uses a Global Trade Analysis Project-computable general equilibrium model, covers 
96 outbreak-affected economies with over 4 million COVID-19 cases. In addition to shocks to tourism, 
consumption, investment, and trade and production linkages covered in the ADO 2020 estimates, the 
new report includes transmission channels such as the increase in trade costs affecting mobility, 
tourism, and other industries; supply-side disruptions that adversely affect output and investment; and 
government policy responses that mitigate the effects of COVID-19’s global economic impact. 
 
“This new analysis presents a broad picture of the very significant potential economic impact of COVID-
19,” said ADB Chief Economist Yasuyuki Sawada. “It also highlights the important role policy 
interventions can play to help mitigate damage to economies. These findings can provide governments 
with a relevant policy guide as they develop and implement measures to contain and suppress the 
pandemic, and lessen its impacts on their economies and people.” 
 
ADB’s COVID-19 Policy Database provides detailed information on the key economic measures that 
ADB members are taking to combat the pandemic… 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Libya 
 
Statement 
Joint statement on Libya 
NEW YORK / GENEVA / ROME, 13 May 2020 - Conflict and the COVID-19 pandemic present a 
significant threat to life in Libya. The health and safety of the country’s entire population are at 
risk.  
 
Close to 400,000 Libyans have been displaced since the start of the conflict nine years ago – around 
half of them within the past year, since the attack on the capital, Tripoli, started.  
 
Despite repeated calls for a humanitarian ceasefire, including by the United Nations Secretary- General, 
hostilities continue unabated, hindering access and the delivery of critical humanitarian supplies.  

https://www.adb.org/publications/updated-assessment-economic-impact-covid-19
https://www.adb.org/publications/asian-development-outlook-2020-innovation-asia
https://www.adb.org/publications/asian-development-outlook-2020-innovation-asia
https://covid19policy.adb.org/
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/joint-statement-libya
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/joint-statement-libya


   

  

Humanitarian workers face significant challenges every day to carry on with their mission. In March 
2020, humanitarian partners reported a total of 851 access constraints on movement of humanitarian 
personnel and humanitarian items within and into Libya.  
 
The situation for many migrants and refugees is especially alarming. Since the start of this 
year, more than 3,200 people have been intercepted at sea and returned to Libya. Many end 
up in one of the eleven official detention centers. Others are taken to facilities or unofficial detention 
centers to which the humanitarian community does not have access. The United Nations has 
repeatedly reiterated that Libya is not a safe port and that persons rescued at sea should not be 
returned to arbitrary detention.  
 
Women and children continue to bear the brunt of the ongoing armed conflict in Libya: over 
the past year, the United Nations verified 113 cases of grave violations, including killing and maiming 
of children, attacks on schools, and health facilities. Hospitals and health facilities have been targeted 
by shelling, further disrupting Libya’s fragile health system. Since the beginning of the year, at least 15 
attacks have damaged health facilities and ambulances and injured health care workers. These attacks 
are a blatant violation of international humanitarian law and even more egregious during the COVID-19 
pandemic.  
 
The onset of the coronavirus in Libya poses yet another strain on the already 
overstretched health system, and further threatens the most vulnerable people in the country. As 
of May 13, there were 64 confirmed cases of COVID-19, including three deaths, in different parts of the 
country. This shows that local/community transmission is taking place. The risk of further escalation of 
the outbreak is very high.  
 
Food security, already a challenge, is being compromised by the spread of COVID-19 and its 
socioeconomic impact on Libyan families. Latest market assessments show that most cities are facing 
shortages of basic food items coupled with an increase in prices. Limited market availability of goods 
and higher prices are impacting plans, as are supply chain disruptions. Continued support to food 
security inside the country is essential so that this health crisis does not worsen by becoming a food 
crisis.  
 
We urge all parties to the conflict to protect vital water supply facilities. We are acutely 
alarmed that water facilities have been deliberately targeted or indiscriminately attacked. 
This affects thousands of women and children and impedes efforts to implement basic virus prevention 
measures, such as hand-washing.  
 
We support the Secretary-General’s call for a global ceasefire and a humanitarian pause to 
save lives and enable the Libyan authorities and their partners to devote their energies to stopping the 
spread of COVID-19. The international community must not turn a blind eye to the conflict in Libya and 
its catastrophic effect on civilians, including migrants and refugees, across the country.  
 
Despite enormous challenges, the UN and our humanitarian partners have continued to reach the most 
vulnerable people in Libya. Funds are urgently required, including for vital enabling services such as the 
United Nations Humanitarian Air Service, if we are to continue meeting emergency needs. We look 
forward with anticipation to the pledged financial support to the Humanitarian Response Plan for Libya, 
as announced by the Government of National Accord. Donors have been supportive. We ask that they 



   

  

continue to show their generosity and stand by the people of Libya in their quest for peace and in this 
moment of great need.  
 
Signatories:  
UN Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs Mark Lowcock 
UN High Commissioner for Refugees Filippo Grandi 
Executive Director of UNICEF Henrietta Fore 
Executive Director of UN Population Fund Dr. Natalia Kanem 
Executive Director of the World Food Programme David Beasley 
Director-General of World Health Organization Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus 
Director General of International Organization for Migration António Vitorino  

 

:::::: 
:::::: 
 
EMERGENCIES 
 
Coronavirus [COVID-19] 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
 
Editor’s Note: 
   We certainly recognize the velocity of global developments in the COVID-19 pandemic. While we 
have concentrated the most current key reports just below, COVID-19 announcements, analysis and 
commentary will be found throughout this issue, in all sections.  
   Beyond the considerable continuing coverage in the global general media, the WHO’s authoritative 
guidance is available here: 
:: Daily WHO situation reports here: https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-
2019/situation-reports 
:: WHO Coronavirus disease (COVID-2019) daily press briefings here: 
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/media-resources/press-briefings 
 
Situation report - 117  [WHO] 
Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19)  
16 May 2020 
[Excerpts] 
 Situation in numbers (by WHO Region)  
Total (new cases in last 24 hours)  
Globally    4 425 485 cases (86 827)  302 059 deaths (4 940)  
Africa         54 461 cases (2 271)     1 667 deaths (44)  
Americas    1 909 483 cases (45 015)  115 057 deaths (3 123)  
Eastern Mediterranean    315 668 cases (10 479)     9 701 deaths (143)  
Europe    1 848 445 cases (22 150)  164 723 deaths (1 446)  
South-East Asia      127 995 cases (5 741)     4 201 deaths (151)  
Western Pacific     166 721 cases (1 171)     6 697 deaths (33) 
 
HIGHLIGHTS  
::  WHO has published a new scientific brief on “Multisystem inflammatory syndrome in children and 
adolescents with COVID-19”, given the reported clusters of children and adolescents who require 

https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/situation-reports
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/situation-reports
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/media-resources/press-briefings
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/situation-reports/20200516-covid-19-sitrep-117.pdf?sfvrsn=8f562cc_2
https://www.who.int/publications-detail/multisystem-inflammatory-syndrome-in-children-and-adolescents-with-covid-19
https://www.who.int/publications-detail/multisystem-inflammatory-syndrome-in-children-and-adolescents-with-covid-19


   

  

admission to intensive care units with a multisystem inflammatory condition. There is an urgent need 
for collecting standardized data describing epidemiology, clinical presentations, severity, and outcomes.  
:: WHO Director-General Dr Tedros, in his media briefing yesterday, highlighted the need to “unleash 
the full power of science, to deliver innovations that are scalable, usable, and benefit everyone, 
everywhere, at the same time”.  
:: WHO has published new guidance on “Cleaning and disinfection of environmental surfaces in the 
context of COVID-19”, intended for healthcare professionals, public health professionals and health 
authorities that are developing and implementing cleaning and disinfection policies and standard 
operating procedures.  
:: WHO and UNICEF have published a document on frequently asked questions (FAQs) about 
immunization in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic. These FAQs accompany WHO’s Guiding 
principles for immunization activities during the COVID-19 pandemic.” 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Emergencies 
 
Ebola – DRC+ 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
 
Ebola Outbreak in DRC 92: 12 May 2020  
[Excerpts] 
Situation Update WHO Health Emergencies Programme Page 2  

From 4 to 10 May 2020, there have been no new confirmed cases of Ebola virus disease (EVD) 
reported in Democratic Republic of the Congo. Since the resurgence of the outbreak on 10 April 2020, 
seven confirmed cases have been reported from Kasanga, Malepe and Kansulinzuli Health Areas in Beni 
Health Zone… 
 
Conclusion 
The cluster of EVD cases that emerged in April 2020 highlights the importance of heightened vigilance 
for the response in the face of significant challenges around community engagement, access to 
affected areas, ongoing insecurity, and limited response capacity due to other local and global 
emergencies. New cases are expected among contacts of recent cases reported in Beni Health Zone. 
The origin of this recent chain of transmission should continue to be investigated in order to prepare 
for future similar events. It is crucial to detect, isolate, test and treat new suspected cases as early as 
possible in order to improve outcome of cases and break the chain of transmission. Strong coordination 
and communication among partners, authorities and affected communities is essential, as well as 
continued support for and engagement with EVD survivors. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Emergencies 
 
POLIO   
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
 

https://www.who.int/publications-detail/cleaning-and-disinfection-of-environmental-surfaces-inthe-context-of-covid-19
https://www.who.int/publications-detail/cleaning-and-disinfection-of-environmental-surfaces-inthe-context-of-covid-19
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/331590/WHO-2019-nCoV-immunization_services-2020.1-eng.pdf
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/331590/WHO-2019-nCoV-immunization_services-2020.1-eng.pdf
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/332074/SITREP_EVD_DRC_20200512-eng.pdf


   

  

Polio this week as of 13 May 2020 
:: The GPEI has released an updated guide that synthesizes and references new evidence and 
recommendations to help ensure continuity of the programme’s operations in the context of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
:: In the context of the COVID-19 pandemic – certain countries are facing stock-outs of bi-valent Oral 
Polio Vaccine (bOPV) for their essential immunization services. To address this, the program has 
circulated a Statement on the use of bOPV supplied for Supplementary Immunization Activities (SIAs) 
in routine immunization activities. 
:: The WHA will take place on 18-19 May over video conference. While discussions will focus on 
COVID-19 and items essential for business continuity, reports on Polio Eradication and Polio 
Transition have been made available to Member States. The polio report provides an overview of the 
epidemiological situation and highlights the Executive Board (EB) decision adopted earlier this year on 
the Strategy for Control of cVDPV2 2020–2021, including the roll-out of nOPV2 under Emergency Use 
Listing (EUL). 
 
Summary of new viruses this week (AFP cases and ES positives):  
:: Afghanistan: one WPV1 case 
:: Pakistan: four WPV1 cases, 13 WPV1 positive environmental samples 
:: Somalia: three cVDPV2 positive environmental samples 
:: Chad: two cVDPV2 cases 
:: Cote d’Ivoire: One cVDPV2 case 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies  [to 16 May 2020] 
Democratic Republic of the Congo  
:: Ebola Outbreak in DRC 92: 12 May 2020 
 
Nigeria - No new digest announcements identified 
Somalia - No new digest announcements identified 
South Sudan   - No new digest announcements identified 
Syrian Arab Republic  - No new digest announcements identified 
Yemen - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies  [to 16 May 2020] 
Angola   - No new digest announcements identified 
Afghanistan - No new digest announcements identified 
Burkina Faso [in French]  - No new digest announcements identified 
Burundi  - No new digest announcements identified 
Cameroon  - No new digest announcements identified 
Central African Republic - No new digest announcements identified 
Ethiopia - No new digest announcements identified 
Iran - No new digest announcements identified 
Iraq - No new digest announcements identified 
Libya - No new digest announcements identified 
Malawi - No new digest announcements identified 

http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
http://polioeradication.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/COVID-POL-programme-continuity-planning-20200512.pdf
http://polioeradication.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/POB-Statement-use-of-bOPV-for-SIA-20200512.pdf
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA73/A73_12-en.pdf
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA73/A73_13-en.pdf
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA73/A73_13-en.pdf
http://polioeradication.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Strategy-for-the-response-to-type-2-circulating-Vaccine-Derived-Poliovirus-20200406.pdf
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cod/en/
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/332074/SITREP_EVD_DRC_20200512-eng.pdf
http://www.who.int/emergencies/nigeria/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/somalia/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ssd/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/syr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/yem/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/angola
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/afg/en/
https://www.afro.who.int/fr/countries/burkina-faso
https://www.afro.who.int/countries/burundi
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cmr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/caf/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/eth/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/irn/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/countries/irq/index.html
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/lby/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/malawi


   

  

Measles in Europe - No new digest announcements identified 
MERS-CoV  - No new digest announcements identified 
Myanmar  - No new digest announcements identified  
Niger - No new digest announcements identified 
occupied Palestinian territory  - No new digest announcements identified 
Sudan - No new digest announcements identified 
Ukraine - No new digest announcements identified 
Zimbabwe - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 1 Emergencies  [to 16 May 2020] 
Chad  - No new digest announcements identified 
Djibouti - No new digest announcements identified 
Kenya   - No new digest announcements identified 
Mali  - No new digest announcements identified 
Namibia - viral hepatitis  - No new digest announcements identified 
Tanzania  - No new digest announcements identified 
  
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – L3 Emergencies 
The UN and its humanitarian partners are currently responding to three 'L3' emergencies. This is the 
global humanitarian system's classification for the response to the most severe, large-scale 
humanitarian crises.  
Syrian Arab Republic   
:: Recent Developments in Northwest Syria - Situation Report No. 14 - As of 15 May 2020 
 
Yemen - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Corporate Emergencies 
When the USG/ERC declares a Corporate Emergency Response, all OCHA offices, branches and 
sections provide their full support to response activities both at HQ and in the field. 
CYCLONE IDAI and Kenneth  
:: 12 May 2020    Somalia: Flooding displaces thousands from their homes amid COVID-19 
:: 12 May 2019  Southern Africa: Tropical Cyclone Kenneth Flash Update No. 12 (12 May 2019) 
:: 14 May 2020  Zimbabwe Situation Report, 14 May 2020 
 
:: EBOLA OUTBREAK IN THE DRC  - No new digest announcements identified 
 

 
*                      *                       *                        * 

 

:: Agency/Government/IGO Watch 

http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/communicable-diseases/measles-and-rubella
http://www.who.int/emergencies/mers-cov/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mmr/en/
http://afro.who.int/fr/countries/niger
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/opt/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/sdn/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ukr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/zwe/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tcd/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/fr/countries/dji/
http://www.afro.who.int/countries/kenya
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mli/en/
http://afro.who.int/news/baseline-assessment-national-viral-hepatitis-response-namibia
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tza/en/
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/syria
https://reliefweb.int/node/3635303
https://www.unocha.org/yemen
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/southern-and-eastern-africa-rosea/cyclone-idai
https://www.unocha.org/southern-and-eastern-africa-rosea/cyclones-idai-and-kenneth
https://www.unocha.org/story/somalia-flooding-displaces-thousands-their-homes-amid-covid-19
https://reliefweb.int/node/3124508
https://reliefweb.int/node/3634647
https://www.unocha.org/drc


   

  

We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for key 
media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on regional or global 
level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific coverage is limited. Please 
suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
 
 
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly  
[to 16 May 2020] 
https://www.un.org/press/en 
Selected Meetings/Press Releases/Announcements 
14 May 2020  
GA/12244 
Amid COVID-19 Pandemic, General Assembly, in Silence Procedure, Adopts 7 Resolutions, 
13 Decisions between 27 March and 14 May 
The General Assembly adopted seven resolutions and 13 decisions since 27 March amid the 
coronavirus pandemic, including one adjusting its work methods and two others calling for intensified 
international cooperation to contain, mitigate and defeat COVID-19 and for Member States and 
stakeholders to take steps to prevent speculation and undue stockpiling that may hinder access to 
required equipment to address the spread of the virus. 
 
13 May 2020  
SG/SM/20081 
Amid Rising Grief, Fear over COVID-19, Governments Must Make Ambitious Commitments 
to Treat Mental Illness, Secretary-General Says in Message Launching Policy Brief 
 
12 May 2020  
DSG/SM/1407 
Halting Transmission Must Remain Top Priority to Contain Historic COVID-19 Spread, 
Deputy Secretary-General Stresses at Launch of New Global Health Security Group 
 
 
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 16 May 2020] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true  
Top News 
UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Michelle Bachelet on the International Day 
against Homophobia, Transphobia and Biphobia 
 
‘States must include LGBT community in COVID-19 response’: The how and why from a UN 
expert  
 
Italy: Height requirement discriminates against female firefighters, UN experts find 
 
 
United Nations Human Rights Council  [to 16 May 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL 
Council News 

https://www.un.org/press/en
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/ga12244.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/ga12244.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm20081
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm20081
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/dsgsm1407.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/dsgsm1407.doc.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25891&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25891&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25889&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25889&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25890&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL


   

  

UN Commission of Inquiry on Burundi: The electoral campaign is marred by a spiral of 
violence and political intolerance  
14/05/2020 
 
 
Committee on the Rights of the Child [to 16 May 2020] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx 
Latest News 
‘States must include LGBT community in COVID-19 response’: The how and why from a UN 
expert  
14 May 2020 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the sale and sexual exploitation of children   [to 16 May 2020] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx  
Latest News 
‘States must include LGBT community in COVID-19 response’: The how and why from a UN 
expert  
14 May 2020 

COVID-19: The suffering and resilience of LGBT persons must be visible and inform the 
actions of States 
14 May 2020 
 
 
SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed 
Conflict [to 16 May 2020] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 
Press Releases 
COVID-19: Protecting Hospitals, Healthcare Institutions and Protected Persons from 
Attacks is of Utmost Importance 
Tuesday, 12 May 2020 
 
 
SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict 
[to 16 May 2020] 
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights   [to 16 May 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx 
Latest News 
‘States must include LGBT community in COVID-19 response’: The how and why from a UN 
expert  
14 May 2020 

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=25887&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=25887&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25889&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25889&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25889&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25889&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25884&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25884&LangID=E
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/2020/05/covid-19-protecting-hospitals-healthcare-institutions-and-protected-persons-from-attacks-is-of-utmost-importance/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/2020/05/covid-19-protecting-hospitals-healthcare-institutions-and-protected-persons-from-attacks-is-of-utmost-importance/
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25889&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25889&LangID=E


   

  

COVID-19: The suffering and resilience of LGBT persons must be visible and inform the 
actions of States 
14 May 2020 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable 
standard of physical and mental health  [to 16 May 2020] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx 
Latest News 
‘States must include LGBT community in COVID-19 response’: The how and why from a UN 
expert  
14 May 2020 
 
COVID-19: The suffering and resilience of LGBT persons must be visible and inform the 
actions of States 
14 May 2020 
 
 
Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights  [to 16 May 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx 
Latest News 
COVID-19: The suffering and resilience of LGBT persons must be visible and inform the 
actions of States  
14 May 2020  
 
‘States must include LGBT community in COVID-19 response’: The how and why from a UN 
expert  
14 May 2020  
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples   [to 16 May 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx 
Latest news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN OCHA [to 16 May 2020] 
https://www.unocha.org/  
Selected Press Releases         
14 May 2020 
The United Nations in Kuwait and Kuwait Foreign Ministry host virtual UN Talk on “COVID-
19 Impact on Humanitarian Systems” [EN/AR] 

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25884&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25884&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25889&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25889&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25884&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25884&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=25884&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=25884&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=25889&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=25889&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx
https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases
https://reliefweb.int/node/3634890
https://reliefweb.int/node/3634890


   

  

    
14 May 2020 
Compounded crises risk wreaking havoc in Sahel, UN and NGOs alert 
  
14 May 2020 
United Nations supports frontline healthcare workers and communities to protect 
themselves against COVID-19 [EN/MY] 
    
13 May 2020 
Joint statement on Libya: Conflict and the COVID-19 pandemic present a significant threat 
to life in Libya [EN/AR] 
 
 
Centre for Humanitarian Data/HDX  [to 16 May 2020] 
https://centre.humdata.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNICEF  [to 16 May 2020] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases 
Selected Press releases/Announcements 
Press release 
Geneva Palais briefing note on UNICEF response to COVID-19 in Rohingya refugee camps 
as first coronavirus case confirmed 
15/05/2020  
 
Press release 
Declining vaccination rates in the Democratic Republic of the Congo could lead to 
resurgence in deadly diseases 
   KINSHASA/GENEVA/NEW YORK, 15 May 2020 –The reduction in vaccination rates currently being 
reported in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) will leave children in the country at increased 
risk of contracting deadly diseases such as polio, measles and yellow fever, UNICEF warned today. 
   The decline in the first two months of the year was likely due to established challenges such as poor 
cold chain systems, low coverage and stock supply. However, the DRC’s Expanded Programme on 
Immunization (EPI) is now facing a new challenge which will almost certainly worsen the situation: 
COVID-19. Health workers conducting routine vaccinations do not have access to adequate equipment 
to protect themselves, caregivers and children from the coronavirus. Parents are reluctant to attend 
vaccination sessions for fear of exposing themselves and their children to COVID-19… 
 
Statement 
Joint statement on Libya 
by OCHA, UNHCR, UNICEF, UNFPA, WFP, WHO, IOM 
13/05/2020  
 
Press release 
Forced returns of migrants must be suspended in times of COVID-19 
Statement by the United Nations Network on Migration 

https://reliefweb.int/node/3634799
https://reliefweb.int/node/3634553
https://reliefweb.int/node/3634553
https://reliefweb.int/node/3634389
https://reliefweb.int/node/3634389
https://centre.humdata.org/
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-welcomes-release-85-children-detention-south-sudan
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-welcomes-release-85-children-detention-south-sudan
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/geneva-palais-briefing-note-unicef-response-covid-19-rohingya-refugee-camps-first
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/geneva-palais-briefing-note-unicef-response-covid-19-rohingya-refugee-camps-first
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/geneva-palais-briefing-note-unicef-response-covid-19-rohingya-refugee-camps-first
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/geneva-palais-briefing-note-unicef-response-covid-19-rohingya-refugee-camps-first
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/declining-vaccination-rates-democratic-republic-congo-could-lead-resurgence-deadly
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/declining-vaccination-rates-democratic-republic-congo-could-lead-resurgence-deadly
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/declining-vaccination-rates-democratic-republic-congo-could-lead-resurgence-deadly
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/declining-vaccination-rates-democratic-republic-congo-could-lead-resurgence-deadly
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/joint-statement-libya
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/joint-statement-libya
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/forced-returns-migrants-must-be-suspended-times-covid-19
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/forced-returns-migrants-must-be-suspended-times-covid-19


   

  

   GENEVA, 14 May 2020 - The United Nations Network on Migration is concerned by reports of States 
in many regions using forced return of migrants as a measure in response to COVID-19.    The 
Network calls on States to suspend forced returns during the pandemic, in order to protect the health 
of migrants and communities, and uphold the human rights of all migrants, regardless of status. 
Successfully tackling the pandemic cannot be achieved without upholding human rights.  
   When temporary border closures and movement restrictions are deemed necessary to prevent the 
transmission of COVID-19, they must be implemented in a way that is non-discriminatory and 
proportionate to achieving the public health aim pursued. Such closures should incorporate health 
protocols and processes to guarantee fundamental rights at all times. 
   Keeping everyone safe means ensuring that no-one faces the risk of refoulement by being returned 
to places where their life, safety or human rights are threatened. It means that collective expulsions, 
such as arbitrary pushbacks of migrants and asylum-seekers at borders, must be halted; that 
protection needs must be individually assessed; and that the rule of law and due process must be 

observed. It also means prioritizing protection, including every child’s best interests. These are 

obligations in international law that can never be put on hold and are vital to any successful approach to 

combatting COVID-19 for the benefit of all… 

 
Press release 
As COVID-19 devastates already fragile health systems, over 6,000 additional children 
under five could die a day, without urgent action 
UNICEF launches #Reimagine, a global campaign to prevent the pandemic from becoming a lasting 
crisis for children 
12/05/2020  
 
Press release 
UNICEF appeals for $1.6 billion to meet growing needs of children impacted by COVID-19 
pandemic 
New funding request is $1 billion more than March appeal, as countries reel from socioeconomic impact 
of COVID-19 
11/05/2020  
 
Statement 
In light of COVID-19 crisis, UN officials call for immediate release of all children in 
detention, including Palestinian children 
Joint Press Statement from Jamie McGoldrick, Humanitarian Coordinator in the occupied Palestinian 
territory (oPt), Genevieve Boutin, UNICEF Special Representative in State of Palestine, and James 
Heenan, Head of the UN Human Rights Office in the oPt 
 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 16 May 2020] 
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html 
Selected Announcements  
Public health response in Rohingya refugee settlements on alert as first coronavirus case 
confirmed  
15 May 2020 
 
Central America’s displacement crisis aggravated by COVID-19  
15 May 2020   

https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/covid-19-devastates-already-fragile-health-systems-over-6000-additional-children
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/covid-19-devastates-already-fragile-health-systems-over-6000-additional-children
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/covid-19-devastates-already-fragile-health-systems-over-6000-additional-children
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/covid-19-devastates-already-fragile-health-systems-over-6000-additional-children
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-appeals-16-billion-meet-growing-needs-children-impacted-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-appeals-16-billion-meet-growing-needs-children-impacted-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-appeals-16-billion-meet-growing-needs-children-impacted-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-appeals-16-billion-meet-growing-needs-children-impacted-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/light-covid-19-crisis-un-officials-call-immediate-release-all-children-detention
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/light-covid-19-crisis-un-officials-call-immediate-release-all-children-detention
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/light-covid-19-crisis-un-officials-call-immediate-release-all-children-detention
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/light-covid-19-crisis-un-officials-call-immediate-release-all-children-detention
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/5/5ebe42044/public-health-response-rohingya-refugee-settlements-alert-first-coronavirus.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/5/5ebe42044/public-health-response-rohingya-refugee-settlements-alert-first-coronavirus.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/5/5ebe47394/central-americas-displacement-crisis-aggravated-covid-19.html


   

  

 
UNHCR steps up emergency assistance in Libya as continued conflict and COVID-19 create 
more hardship 
15 May 2020 
 
UNHCR warns stateless people risk being left behind in coronavirus response 
11 May 2020 
 
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 16 May 2020] 
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
Selected Announcements 
Mental Health Needs of Migrants and Displaced Persons Must Be Part of COVID-19 
Response  
2020-05-15 16:15 
Geneva – Highlighting the deep impact that the COVID-19 pandemic is having on the mental health 
of people worldwide, the International Organization for Migration (IOM) calls for pro-active measures to 
be taken by governments worldwide to ensure that the mental health and psychosocial needs of... 
 
Responding to the Pandemic Amid Multi-layered Crises in the Sahel: “Stop the Virus, Not 
the People.” 
2020-05-15 14:10 
Dakar – Mobility across the arid African Sahel region is a long-standing tradition and is considered a 
critical livelihood and adaptation strategy for millions in one of the world’s harshest environments.   
 
 
UNAIDS [to 16 May 2020]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
Selected Press Releases/Reports/Statements 
16 May 2020 
New videos highlight LGBTI issues in Brazil  
 
14 May 2020 
Let transgender people be in the picture  
 
14 May 2020 
Russian regional AIDS centres leading the fight against COVID-19  
 
14 May 2020 
Uniting behind a people’s vaccine against COVID-19  
[See Milestones above for detail]  
 
13 May 2020 
COVID-19 in prisons—a ticking time bomb  
 
13 May 2020 
“We are human, so of course it was scary”  
 

https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/5/5ebe44134/unhcr-steps-emergency-assistance-libya-continued-conflict-covid-19-create.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/5/5ebe44134/unhcr-steps-emergency-assistance-libya-continued-conflict-covid-19-create.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/5/5eb952222ec/unhcr-warns-stateless-people-risk-behind-coronavirus-response.html
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases
https://www.iom.int/news/mental-health-needs-migrants-and-displaced-persons-must-be-part-covid-19-response
https://www.iom.int/news/mental-health-needs-migrants-and-displaced-persons-must-be-part-covid-19-response
https://www.iom.int/news/responding-pandemic-amid-multi-layered-crises-sahel-stop-virus-not-people
https://www.iom.int/news/responding-pandemic-amid-multi-layered-crises-sahel-stop-virus-not-people
http://www.unaids.org/en
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/may/20200516_Brazil_IDAHOT
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/may/20200514_transgender-people
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/may/20200514_russian-federation-covid19
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/may/20200514_covid19-vaccine-open-letter
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/may/20200513_prisons
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/may/20200515_kyrgyzstan


   

  

13 May 2020 
Sex workers in Bangladesh: building resilience during the COVID-19 pandemic  
 
12 May 2020 
People with disabilities often left behind by HIV responses  
 
12 May 2020 
United Nations agencies coordinate their COVID-19 response in South Africa  
 
11 May 2020 
Dealing with COVID-19 in Cameroon  
 
11 May 2020 
HIV testing and support for homeless people in Belarus  
  
 
Unitaid  [to 16 May 2020] 
https://unitaid.org/ 
Featured News 
14 May 2020 | Statements 
Equitable global access to vaccines, treatments and diagnostics is key to tackling COVID-
19 pandemic 
Geneva – As governments, international organizations, pharmaceutical industry, academia and others 
focus their efforts on the COVID-19 coronavirus, it is clear that this global pandemic needs a global 
response. It is both a public health need and a moral duty to ensure that this response is grounded in 
solidarity to ensure that the vaccines, treatments and diagnostics being developed are accessible to all, 
everywhere and at the same time. 
 
Heads of State and government, and the World Health Organization, have recognized and actively 
supported this need. 
 
There is growing international backing for the proposal of the President of Costa Rica for voluntary 
pooling of knowledge, intellectual property and data necessary for COVID-19 detection, prevention, 
treatment and response. The pledging marathon co-hosted by the European Union and its partners on 
4 May 2020 stressed the need for global development of innovative responses that are both universally 
available and affordable. 
 
This political will is being translated into action through the Access to COVID-19 Tools (ACT) 
Accelerator. Unitaid is proud to be part of the partnership driving the work around development, 
manufacturing, procurement and deployment of treatments. Core to this work must be to find 
innovative solutions that are adapted and accessible to all, especially in low-resource settings… 
 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 16 May 2020]  
News release 
WHO and Costa Rica preview technology pooling initiative to ensure access to COVID-19 
health products for all 

https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/may/20200513_sex-workers-bangladesh
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/may/20200512_disabilities
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/may/20200512_south-africa
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/may/20200511_covid19-cameroon
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/may/20200511_hiv-testing-support-belarus
https://unitaid.org/#en
https://unitaid.org/news-blog/equitable-global-access-to-vaccines-treatments-and-diagnostics-is-key-to-tackling-covid-19-pandemic/#en
https://unitaid.org/news-blog/equitable-global-access-to-vaccines-treatments-and-diagnostics-is-key-to-tackling-covid-19-pandemic/#en
https://www.who.int/who-documents-detail/access-to-covid-19-tools-(act)-accelerator
https://www.who.int/who-documents-detail/access-to-covid-19-tools-(act)-accelerator
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/15-05-2020-who-and-costa-rica-preview-technology-pooling-initiative-to-ensure-access-to-covid-19-health-products-for-all
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/15-05-2020-who-and-costa-rica-preview-technology-pooling-initiative-to-ensure-access-to-covid-19-health-products-for-all


   

  

   Geneva, 15 May 2020 – Presidents Carlos Alvarado Quesada of Costa Rica and Sebastián Piñera of 
Chile joined WHO Director-General Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus today to announce progress on a 
technology platform that aims to lift access barriers to effective vaccines, medicines and other health 
products against COVID-19. Costa Rica proposed the idea at the beginning of the COVID-19 outbreak 
and several countries are now backing the proposal. 
   “Our proposal relies on solidarity,” said President Alvarado of Costa Rica. “It’s a Solidarity call to 
action to Member States, to academia, to companies, research institutions and cooperation agencies, 
based on global social responsibility, on a voluntary basis, promoting more global nonexclusive 
voluntary licensing.” 
   “We need to unleash the full power of science, without caveats or restrictions, to deliver innovations 
that are scalable, usable, and benefit everyone, everywhere, at the same time,” said WHO Director-
General Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus… 
 
14 May 2020   News release 
Substantial investment needed to avert mental health crisis 
 
13 May 2020   News release 
WHO: People living longer and healthier lives but COVID-19 threatens to throw progress 
off track 
 
13 May 2020   News release 
Launch of the WHO Academy and the WHO Info mobile applications 
 
11 May 2020   News release 
ECOSOC Informal Briefing on 'Joining Forces: Effective Policy Solutions for Covid-19 
Response' 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO      
:: COVID-19 could deepen food insecurity, malnutrition in Africa  14 May 2020  
:: Nigeria drives routine immunization amid COVID-19  14 May 2020  
:: Ghana bolsters medicines regulatory system, guarantees product quality  13 May 2020  
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
No new digest content identified. 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
::  Local epidemiology should guide focused action in ‘new normal’ COVID-19 world  15 May 2020  
 
WHO European Region EURO  
:: COVID-19: WHO joins forces with young Global Shapers to disseminate health advice 15-05-2020  
:: Behavioural insights are valuable to inform the planning of appropriate pandemic response measures 
14-05-2020  
:: Polish medics bring Italian COVID-19 experience to Kyrgyzstan with WHO support 13-05-2020  

https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/14-05-2020-substantial-investment-needed-to-avert-mental-health-crisis
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/13-05-2020-people-living-longer-and-healthier-lives-but-covid-19-threatens-to-throw-progress-off-track
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/13-05-2020-people-living-longer-and-healthier-lives-but-covid-19-threatens-to-throw-progress-off-track
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/13-05-2020-launch-of-the-who-academy-and-the-who-info-mobile-applications
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/11-05-2020-ecosoc-informal-briefing-on-'joining-forces-effective-policy-solutions-for-covid-19-response'
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/11-05-2020-ecosoc-informal-briefing-on-'joining-forces-effective-policy-solutions-for-covid-19-response'
http://www.afro.who.int/
https://www.afro.who.int/news/covid-19-could-deepen-food-insecurity-malnutrition-africa
https://www.afro.who.int/news/nigeria-drives-routine-immunization-amid-covid-19-0
https://www.afro.who.int/news/ghana-bolsters-medicines-regulatory-system-guarantees-product-quality
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=466:2008-media-center-press-releases&Itemid=40108&lang=en
http://www.searo.who.int/
https://www.who.int/southeastasia/news/detail/15-05-2020-local-epidemiology-should-guide-focused-action-in-new-normal-covid-19-world
http://www.euro.who.int/
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-emergencies/coronavirus-covid-19/news/news/2020/5/covid-19-who-joins-forces-with-young-global-shapers-to-disseminate-health-advice
http://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/sections/statements/2020/statement-behavioural-insights-are-valuable-to-inform-the-planning-of-appropriate-pandemic-response-measures
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-emergencies/coronavirus-covid-19/news/news/2020/5/polish-medics-bring-hands-on-covid-19-italian-experience-to-kyrgyz-colleagues,-as-who-support-continues-to-flow2


   

  

:: Bulgaria launches new national programme amid pandemic on violence against women and children 
13-05-2020  
:: New WHO resource on enhancing competencies of primary care nurses 12-05-2020  
  
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: Yemen faces unprecedented risk as COVID-19 starts to spread   13 May 2020  
:: WHO supports accelerated response efforts for contact tracing in Somalia  11 May 2020 
:: Migrants face COVID-19 discrimination in Yemen  10 May 2020 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 16 May 2020] 
https://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2020/ 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 16 May 2020] 
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 16 May 2020] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
Selected Press Releases/Announcements 
International Day Against Homophobia, Biphobia and Transphobia 
This year’s theme, “Breaking the Silence”, is more appropriate than ever.    
Posted on May 15, 2020 
 
UN agencies launch Tech Access Partnership in joint effort to scale up local production of 
life-saving health technologies for COVID-19 
The United Nations Technology Bank, together with UNDP, UNCTAD and the WHO, launched the Tech 
Access Partnership as part of a coordinated approach to strengthen developing countries’ responses 
to…    
Posted on May 12, 2020 
 
 
UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 16 May 2020] 
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division  [to 16 May 2020] 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm 

http://www.euro.who.int/en/countries/bulgaria/news2/news/2020/5/bulgaria-launches-new-national-programme-amid-pandemic-on-violence-against-women-and-children2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/countries/bulgaria/news2/news/2020/5/bulgaria-launches-new-national-programme-amid-pandemic-on-violence-against-women-and-children2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/Health-systems/nursing-and-midwifery/news/news/2020/5/new-who-resource-on-enhancing-competencies-of-primary-care-nurses2
http://www.emro.who.int/
http://www.emro.who.int/yem/yemen-news/conflict-ridden-yemen-faces-unprecedented-risk-as-covid-19-starts-to-spread.html?format=html
http://www.emro.who.int/somalia/news/cases-of-covid-19-surge-in-somalia-as-do-response-efforts-for-contact-tracing.html
http://www.emro.who.int/yem/yemen-news/who-iom-raise-concern-over-covid-19-discrimination-against-migrants-in-yemen.html?format=html
http://www.wpro.who.int/
https://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2020/
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/speeches/2020/international-day-against-homophobia--biphobia-and-transphobia.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/news/2020/UN_agencies_launch_Tech_Access_Partnership_in_joint_effort_to_scale_up_local_production_of_life-saving_health_technologies_for_COVID-19.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/news/2020/UN_agencies_launch_Tech_Access_Partnership_in_joint_effort_to_scale_up_local_production_of_life-saving_health_technologies_for_COVID-19.html
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm


   

  

http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 16 May 2020] 
https://www.unenvironment.org/ 
News 
12 May 2020   Press release  
UNEP steps up work on zoonotics, protecting environment to reduce pandemic risks 
   Nairobi, 12 May 2020 – The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) is stepping up its work 
on mapping zoonotic threat and protecting the environment to reduce the risk of future pandemics, 
such as the COVID-19… 
 
 
UNDRR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 16 May 2020] 
https://www.undrr.org/ 
News  
COVID-19 puts human rights of millions at risk  
Statements and messages 
14 May 2020  
   Statement delivered by the UN Secretary-General's Special Representative for Disaster Risk 
Reduction, Mami Mizutori, to a webinar on the HUman Righst Dimensions of the COVID-19 Pandemic, 
hosted by UNDRR's Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific 
 
 
UN DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 16 May 2020] 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/  
News 
Intensified debt relief could save economies, prevent defaults 
15 May 2020, New York  
   As economies across the globe struggle to cope with an economic crisis triggered by COVID-19, the 
United Nations today called for robust policy action to ensure economic stability. 
   The global community has offered partial debt service suspensions to 76 low-income countries, and 
the IMF has offered debt service relief to 25 of the poorest countries. These do not cover commercial 
and multilateral debt or middle-income countries, and will not suffice to avoid defaults. 
   Debt distress will impede countries’ efforts to combat the coronavirus pandemic and derail progress 
towards the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 
   In its latest policy brief on debt, published today, the United Nations Department of Economic and 
Social Affairs (UN DESA) puts forward options for a full standstill on servicing of all bilateral, multilateral 
and commercial debt for all developing countries that request it, including middle-income countries – 
for example, a central credit facility for countries requesting assistance, managed by an international 
financial institution. The brief does not call for universal forbearance for all middle-income countries, 
however, as this would risk disrupting their access to financial markets… 
 
Data tells the story on how COVID-19 is changing the world 
15 May 2020, New York  

http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/
https://www.unenvironment.org/
https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/press-release/unep-steps-work-zoonotics-protecting-environment-reduce-pandemic
https://www.undrr.org/
https://www.undrr.org/news/covid-19-puts-human-rights-millions-risk
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/policy/intensified-debt-relief-could-save-economies.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/statistics/data-tells-the-story-on-how-covid-19-is-changing-the-world.html


   

  

   The coronavirus is ravaging across the world, causing death, serious illness and changing life as we 
know it. Beyond the obvious human toll of this fast spreading desease; how is it affecting different 
aspects of public and private life like individual incomes, employment, the well-being of women and 
children and access to public services? 
   A new report released this week, “How COVID-19 is changing the world: a statistical perspective“, is 
trying to answer these questions. It presents a snapshot of some of the latest information available on 
how COVID-19 is affecting people’s lives, also putting a spotlight on the impacts on specific population 
groups and geographical regions. 
   The statistics presented in the report, launched by 36 United Nations agencies and international 
organizations that are members of the Committee for the Coordination of Statistical Activities (CCSA), 
show inflections in trends that would have been unimaginable only a few months ago. For instance, by 
the end of April, 212 countries, territories or areas had reported confirmed cases of COVID-19… 
 
 
UNESCO  [to 16 May 2020] 
http://en.unesco.org/news 
Latest News  
Now is not the time to mask truth: World Press Freedom Day in times of COVID-19  
16/05/2020 
 
UNESCO and Ericsson launch a new portal for teaching AI to students 
05/13/2020 
 
 
International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS)  [to 16 May 2020] 
https://www.icomos.org/en/ 
Announcements 
ICOMOS and COVID-19: Heritage as a cornerstone of human, social and economic recovery  
04 May 2020 
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
 
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 16 May 2020] 
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp 
15/05/2020 –  
UNODC report on East and Southeast Asia: continued growth in the supply of 
methamphetamine while synthetic opioids spread 
 
14/05/2020 –  
COVID-19 measures likely to lead to an increase in migrant smuggling and human 
trafficking in longer term, UNODC report finds 
 
13/05/2020 –  
Message from the Executive Heads of the four main Vienna-based United Nations 
organizations (VBOs) 
 
13/05/2020 –  
Forced returns of migrants must be suspended in times of COVID-19 

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/ccsa/documents/covid19-report-ccsa.pdf
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/ccsa/
http://en.unesco.org/news
https://en.unesco.org/news/now-not-time-mask-truth-world-press-freedom-day-times-covid-19
https://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-and-ericsson-launch-new-portal-teaching-ai-students
https://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-and-ericsson-launch-new-portal-teaching-ai-students
https://www.icomos.org/en/
https://www.icomos.org/en/77-articles-en-francais/75092-icomos-and-covid-19-heritage-as-a-cornerstone-of-human-social-and-economic-recovery
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/releases/2020/May/unodc-report-on-east-and-southeast-asia_-continued-growth-in-the-supply-of-methamphetamine-while-synthetic-opioids-spread.html
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/releases/2020/May/unodc-report-on-east-and-southeast-asia_-continued-growth-in-the-supply-of-methamphetamine-while-synthetic-opioids-spread.html
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/releases/2020/May/covid-19-measures-likely-to-lead-to-an-increase-in-migrant-smuggling-and-human-trafficking-in-longer-term--unodc-report-finds.html
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/releases/2020/May/covid-19-measures-likely-to-lead-to-an-increase-in-migrant-smuggling-and-human-trafficking-in-longer-term--unodc-report-finds.html
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/releases/2020/May/message-from-the-executive-heads-of-the-four-main-vienna-based-united-nations-organizations-vbos.html
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/releases/2020/May/message-from-the-executive-heads-of-the-four-main-vienna-based-united-nations-organizations-vbos.html
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/documents/press/releases/network_statement_forced_returns_-_13_may_2020.pdf


   

  

 
13/05/2020 –  
How COVID-19 is changing the world: UNODC highlights impact on homicide and drug 
trafficking  
 
 
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 16 May 2020] 
http://unhabitat.org/ 
News and Stories 
Story | 17 May 2020 
Social dialogue remains key to keep workers safe during and beyond the COVID-19 
outbreak. #BeyondTheOutbreak 
 
Story | 17 May 2020 
UN-Habitat joins forces with leading experts to propose urban solution for internally 
displaced people  
 
Story | 14 May 2020 
UN-Habitat policy statement on the prevention of evictions and relocations during the 
COVID-19 crisis 
 
 
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 16 May 2020] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ILO International Labour Organization  [to 16 May 2020] 
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm 
COVID-19 and gender equality 
COVID-19: G7 nations need to get gender equality right for a better future for women at 
work   
14 May 2020  
Fighting deep-rooted gender inequality must be part of countries’ responses to the crisis, says high-
level meeting on the role of women in the post-COVID future. 
 
COVID-19: Social protection coverage 
Plug social protection gaps in developing countries to prevent future crises, ILO says   
14 May 2020  
Strengthened and comprehensive social protection systems will lessen the impact of crises such as 
COVID-19. 
 
Blog 
How to finance social protection in developing countries in the age of COVID-19   
13 May 2020  
It’s possible for developing countries to finance social protection for all their citizens, both in times of 
crisis and beyond, says development economist Jayati Ghosh. 
 

http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/releases/2020/May/how-covid-19-is-changing-the-world_-unodc-highlights-impact-on-homicide-and-drug-trafficking.html
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/releases/2020/May/how-covid-19-is-changing-the-world_-unodc-highlights-impact-on-homicide-and-drug-trafficking.html
http://unhabitat.org/
https://unhabitat.org/social-dialogue-remains-key-to-keep-workers-safe-during-and-beyond-the-covid-19-outbreak
https://unhabitat.org/social-dialogue-remains-key-to-keep-workers-safe-during-and-beyond-the-covid-19-outbreak
https://unhabitat.org/un-habitat-joins-forces-with-leading-experts-to-propose-urban-solution-for-internally-displaced
https://unhabitat.org/un-habitat-joins-forces-with-leading-experts-to-propose-urban-solution-for-internally-displaced
https://unhabitat.org/un-habitat-policy-statement-on-the-prevention-of-evictions-and-relocations-during-the-covid-19
https://unhabitat.org/un-habitat-policy-statement-on-the-prevention-of-evictions-and-relocations-during-the-covid-19
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_744753/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_744753/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_744708/lang--en/index.htm
https://iloblog.org/2020/05/13/how-to-finance-social-protection-in-developing-countries-in-the-age-of-covid-19/


   

  

Blog 
The shift to online learning and skills training shows promising trends and troubling signs   
12 May 2020  
The COVID-19 pandemic has led to an explosion of online learning and training, as millions of people 
are forced to stay at home. It’s proved to be both an opportunity and a challenge. 
 
Blog 
The construction sector can help lead the economic recovery – Here’s how   
11 May 2020  
The construction sector may hold the key to kick-starting economies ravaged by the fallout from the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
 
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 16 May 2020] 
http://www.icao.int/  
Latest News and Highlights    
ICAO promotes COVID-19-free public health corridors to keep vital air cargo moving 
14/5/20 
 
Coordinated response critical to recovery of Pacific Island aviation and economies – ICAO 
SG 
13/5/20 
 
 
IMO International Maritime Organization  [to 16 May 2020] 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx 
Latest Press Briefings  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 16 May 2020] 
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release 
Press Release  
Global Seasonal Climate Update provides guidance on temperatures, rainfall 
Publish Date: 12 May 2020  
   Warmer than average sea surface temperatures across large parts of the globe in May and June are 
expected to result in above-normal land temperatures, particularly at tropical latitudes and much of the 
northern hemisphere, according to a new Global Seasonal Climate Update compiled for the World 
Meteorological Organization (WMO). The global warming trend is a contributory factor to this. 
 
 
UPU  Universal Postal Union   [to 16 May 2020] 
http://news.upu.int/no_cache/news/ 
News  
Australia Post delivering much-needed medicines and more 
   15.05.2020 - Australia is one of the countries that has managed to contain the spread of COVID-19 
relatively well after introducing travel restrictions, social distancing and extensive testing. The first 

https://iloblog.org/2020/05/12/the-shift-to-online-learning-and-skills-training-shows-promising-trends-and-troubling-signs/
https://iloblog.org/2020/05/11/the-construction-sector-can-help-lead-the-economic-recovery-heres-how/
http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/ICAO-promotes-COVID19-free-public-health-corridors-to-keep-vital-air-cargo-moving.aspx
https://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/Coordinated-response-critical-to-recovery-of-Pacific-Island-aviation-and-economies-–-ICAO-SG.aspx
https://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/Coordinated-response-critical-to-recovery-of-Pacific-Island-aviation-and-economies-–-ICAO-SG.aspx
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release/global-seasonal-climate-update-provides-guidance-temperatures-rainfall
http://news.upu.int/no_cache/news/
http://news.upu.int/no_cache/nd/australia-post-delivering-much-needed-medicines-and-more/


   

  

measures against mass gatherings were introduced on 13 March, the day the Australian Grand Prix was 
cancelled. 
 
Moving the Mail: A tribute to the world’s post 
   13.05.2020 - Beginning just as the world celebrated the New Year, the COVID-19 pandemic has 
affected every aspect of our globalized world. The rapid spread of the virus also gave the international 
postal network perhaps its severest test in its long and storied history. 
 
 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 16 May 2020] 
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html 
News 
UNIDO and Japan partner to enhance economic resilience of Iran’s fishery value chain 
   VIENNA, 11 May 2020 – The United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) and the 
Government of Japan have recently launched a new technical cooperation project in the Islamic 
Republic of Iran with the aim of enhancing the economic resilience of the fishery industry in Chabahar 
and improving the competitiveness of its locally produced fishery products.  
 
Japan continues to promote social stability and economic recovery in Iraq 
   VIENNA, 11 May 2020 – In line with ongoing efforts to promote social stabilization and accelerated 
economic recovery in Iraq, the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) and the 
Government of Japan have recently launched a new technical cooperation project to help build the 
economic resilience of internally displaced persons (IDPs) in the Nineveh Governorate. 
 
 
International Organization for Standardization (ISO)  [to 16 May 2020] 
https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/ 
News 
By Clare Naden on 15 May 2020  
When the world stops, standards development keeps moving  
   Nearly five thousand meetings are held each year somewhere around the world to develop ISO 
International Standards, bringing together experts from all four corners of the earth. With COVID-19 
bringing travel to a standstill, the standards world went completely online, literally overnight. The 
result: …  
 
14 May 2020  
UNECE gender declaration: one year on  
   It’s been a year since ISO signed the UNECE Declaration on Gender Responsive Standards. Since 
then, we’ve worked hard to meet our commitment to achieving gender equality.  
 
 
UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 16 May 2020] 
https://www.unwto.org/news 
News 
All Regions  COVID-19  
Trust is the New Currency 
15 May 2020  
 

http://news.upu.int/no_cache/nd/moving-the-mail-a-tribute-to-the-worlds-post/
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html
https://www.unido.org/news/unido-and-japan-partner-enhance-economic-resilience-irans-fishery-value-chain
https://www.unido.org/news/japan-continues-promote-social-stability-and-economic-recovery-iraq
https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/
https://www.iso.org/news/ref2514.html
https://www.iso.org/news/ref2512.html
https://www.unwto.org/news
https://www.unwto.org/news/covid-19-may-statement-unwto-secretary-general


   

  

All Regions  COVID-19  
Research Shows Strength of Tourism Sector’s Support for Workers and Communities 
13 May 2020  
 
All Regions  COVID-19  
UNWTO Releases a COVID-19 Technical Assistance Package for Tourism Recovery 
12 May 2020  
 
All Regions  COVID-19  
Iker Casillas Named UNWTO Ambassador for Responsible Tourism 
11 May 2020  
 
All Regions  COVID-19  
World Tourism Remains At a Standstill as 100% of Countries Impose Restrictions on 
Travel 
11 May 2020 
 
 
WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 16 May 2020] 
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/ 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CBD  Convention on Biological Diversity [to 16 May 2020] 
https://www.cbd.int/ 
Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
USAID [to 16 May 2020] 
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
DFID  [to 16 May 2020] 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development 
Press Releases 
UK aid boost for charities fighting coronavirus  
International Development Secretary announces which charities and NGOs have received UK aid 
funding to help fight coronavirus in the developing world. 
Updated: 15 May 2020  
 
UK Statement to the WTO General Council  
The UK's Ambassador to the WTO and UN in Geneva, Julian Braithwaite, delivered a statement to the 
WTO General Council on 15 May 2020. 

https://www.unwto.org/news/research-shows-strength-of-tourism-sectors-support-for-workers-and-communities
https://www.unwto.org/news/unwto-releases-a-covid-19-technical-assistance-package-for-tourism-recovery
https://www.unwto.org/news/iker-casillas-named-unwto-ambassador
https://www.unwto.org/news/covid-19-world-tourism-remains-at-a-standstill-as-100-of-countries-impose-restrictions-on-travel
https://www.unwto.org/news/covid-19-world-tourism-remains-at-a-standstill-as-100-of-countries-impose-restrictions-on-travel
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/
https://www.cbd.int/
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-aid-boost-for-charities-fighting-coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/uk-statement-to-the-wto-general-council


   

  

Updated: 15 May 2020  
 
 
ECHO  [to 16 May 2020] 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news 
Latest News 
Coronavirus: EU Humanitarian Air Bridge delivers more supplies and personnel  
15/05/2020 
As part of the EU's coronavirus global response, the EU humanitarian air bridge has brought this 
morning 20 tonnes of supplies and humanitarian and health workers to the West-African country of São 
Tomé and Príncipe. The flight was set up in...  
 
Coronavirus: EU provides support in Horn of Africa region 
14/05/2020 
The EU is providing an additional €105.5 million to countries in the Horn of Africa as the coronavirus 
pandemic risks worsening the humanitarian situation across the region where many continue to suffer 
from armed conflict, displacement, and...  
 
Commission publishes guidance on coronavirus-related humanitarian aid to Syria despite 
sanctions 
13/05/2020 
The European Commission has published on 12 May 2020 detailed guidance on how coronavirus-
related humanitarian aid can be sent to countries and areas around the world that are subject to EU 
sanctions. This guidance note on Syria is the first in a...  
 
Coronavirus: EU channels further assistance to Greece to protect refugees and migrants 
12/05/2020 
In response to a request from Greece via the EU Civil Protection Mechanism, Czechia, Denmark, France 
and the Netherlands have offered customised containers for shelter and medical care for refugees and 
migrants in Greece at risk of coronavirus....  
 
Coronavirus: Further rescEU masks delivered to North Macedonia and Montenegro 
11/05/2020 
Following previous deliveries to Italy, Spain and Croatia, more batches of FFP2 masks are being 
delivered today to North Macedonia and Montenegro from rescEU – the common European reserve of 
medical equipment to help countries affected by the. 
 
:::::: 
 
African Union [to 16 May 2020] 
http://www.au.int/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of Social  
Press releases 
Launching the African Approach on the Global Forum on Migration and Development 
May 14, 2020 
 
1st meeting of the Taskforce on COVID-19 impact on Food Security and Nutrition 
May 12, 2020  

http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/coronavirus-eu-humanitarian-air-bridge-delivers-more-supplies-and-personnel_en
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/coronavirus-eu-provides-support-horn-africa-region_en
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/commission-publishes-guidance-coronavirus-related-humanitarian-aid-syria-despite-sanctions_en
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/commission-publishes-guidance-coronavirus-related-humanitarian-aid-syria-despite-sanctions_en
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/coronavirus-eu-channels-further-assistance-greece-protect-refugees-and-migrants_en
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/coronavirus-further-resceu-masks-delivered-north-macedonia-and-montenegro_en
http://www.au.int/
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20200514/launching-african-approach-regional-consultation-global-forum-migration-and
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20200512/1st-meeting-taskforce-covid-19-impact-food-security-and-nutrition-africa


   

  

 
How will Youth Unemployment & Economic Recovery Look Like Post COVID-19? 
May 12, 2020  
 
African Energy Ministers agree on Common Strategy for COVID-19 Response Recovery 
May 12, 2020  
 
African Youth Front on Corona Virus Launched 
May 11, 2020  
 
 
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations  [to 16 May 2020] 
http://asean.org/category/news/asean-secretariat-news/ 
Secretariat News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
European Commission [to 16 May 2020] 
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1 
Latest     
Statement14 May 2020 
Statement by Commissioner Phil Hogan on the retirement of Roberto Azevêdo, Director-
General of the WTO 
   
Press release  12 May 2020 
Coronavirus: €117 million granted for treatments and diagnostics through the Innovative 
Medicines Initiative 
The Commission announced today that 8 large-scale research projects, aimed at developing treatments 
and diagnostics for the coronavirus, were selected in a fast-track call for proposals, launched in March 
by the Innovative Medicines Initiative (IMI), a public-private partnership. 
   
Press release  12 May 2020 
Commission publishes guidance on coronavirus-related humanitarian aid to Syria despite 
sanctions 
The European Commission has published detailed guidance on how coronavirus-related humanitarian 
aid can be sent to countries and areas around the world that are subject to EU sanctions. 
 
 
OECD  [to 16 May 2020] 
http://www.oecd.org/  
News 
Unprecedented collapse in CLIs in most major economies  
Composite leading indicators (CLIs) in most major economies collapsed by unprecedented levels in 
April as containment measures for Covid-19 continued to have a severe impact on production, 
consumption and confidence.  
12-May-2020 
 
 

https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20200512/how-will-youth-unemployment-economic-recovery-look-post-covid-19
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20200512/african-energy-ministers-agree-common-strategy-covid-19-response-and-recovery
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20200511/african-youth-front-corona-virus-launched-ensure-youth-are-custodians-their
http://asean.org/category/news/asean-secretariat-news/
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/statement_20_888
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/statement_20_888
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_837
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_837
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_831
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_831
http://www.oecd.org/
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/unprecedented-collapse-in-clis-in-most-major-economies.htm


   

  

Organization of American States (OAS)   [to 16 May 2020] 
http://www.oas.org/en/ 
Press Releases 
Cisco and OAS to Finance Cybersecurity Innovation Projects in Latin America 
May 11, 2020 
 
The Trust for the Americas of the OAS and the Office of the First Lady of Paraguay will 
Train Women Entrepreneurs and Artisans in Digital Education 
May 11, 2020 
 
 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 16 May 2020] 
https://www.oic-oci.org/  
Selected Press Releases 
Al-Othaimeen Calls for the Transfer of Successful Educational Experiences to the Least 
Developed Member States 
Secretary-General of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), Dr. Yousef A. Al-Othaimeen, 
emphasized that the efforts of Member States and sharing their successful experiences in facing the 
novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic in the educational fields have had a direct impact on 
students and their future and hence the future of Member States.... 
14/05/2020 
 
International Day of Families: Al-Othaimeen Appeals to Member States to Prioritize 
Vulnerable Groups 
Secretary General of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), Dr. Yousef A. Al-Othaimeen, 
stressed that the International Day of Families that falls on May 15 each year, comes this year at a 
time when humankind is facing the coronavirus pandemic. "Thus, it is of particular importance given 
that the family bears the greatest burden of the economic, social, and health implications of this 
pandemic," said Al-Othaimeen.... 
13/05/2020 
 
Group of 77  [to 16 May 2020] 
http://www.g77.org/ 
Latest Statements and Speeches 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
UNCTAD  [to 16 May 2020] 
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives]  
Press Releases 
13 May 2020 –  
COVID-19 Triggers Marked Decline in Global Trade: UNCTAD 
:: Global trade values fell 3% in the first quarter of 2020 
:: An estimated quarter-on-quarter decline of 27% is expected in the second quarter 
:: Commodity prices fell by a record 20% in March, driven by steep drops in oil prices  
 

http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_releases.asp
https://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=E-047/20
https://www.oas.org/en/media_center/photonews.asp?sCodigo=FNE-99058
https://www.oas.org/en/media_center/photonews.asp?sCodigo=FNE-99058
https://www.oic-oci.org/home/?lan=en
https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=23412&ref=14008&lan=en
https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=23412&ref=14008&lan=en
https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=23399&ref=14004&lan=en
https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=23399&ref=14004&lan=en
http://www.g77.org/
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx
https://unctad.org/en/Pages/PressRelease.aspx?OriginalVersionID=553


   

  

 
World Customs Organization – WCO  [to 16 May 2020] 
http://www.wcoomd.org/ 
Latest News 
15 May 2020  
Joint WCO-OTIF-OSJD statement on responding to the impacts of COVID-19 on cross-
border railway transport  
 
14 May 2020  
Partnership for maritime digitalization to support flow of trade by ship  
 
13 May 2020  
How to establish and utilize essential goods lists during a disaster  
 
12 May 2020  
Joint WCO-IRU statement on responding to the impacts of COVID-19 on cross-border 
transport  
 
 
WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 16 May 2020] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
WTO News and Events 
DG Azevêdo announces he will step down on 31 August 
14 May 2020 
At a virtual meeting of all WTO members on 14 May, WTO Director-General Roberto Azevêdo 
announced that he would step down on 31 August, cutting his second term short by exactly one year. 
He said that bringing forward his departure would allow members to select his successor in the coming 
months, without diverting political energy and attention from preparations for the Twelfth Ministerial 
Conference, which is set to be held in 2021. “We must give my successor sufficient time to plan, 
together with you, the path not only for MC12, but for how that Conference fits into your plans for the 
future of the Organization,” he told members. “The earlier the new DG takes office the better.” His full 
statement is below: 
 
DG Azevêdo hails G20 pledges on trade cooperation in COVID-19 response 
14 May 2020 
WTO Director-General Roberto Azevêdo welcomed G20 ministers’ endorsement of collective action 
measures to mitigate the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on trade and investment and help foster 
global economic recovery. The initiatives were endorsed at a virtual meeting of the G20 trade and 
investment ministers on 14 May.  
 
:::::: 
 
IPU  Inter-Parliamentary Union   [to 16 May 2020] 
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases 
Press releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

http://www.wcoomd.org/
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/media/newsroom/2020/may/joint-wco-otif-osjd-statement-on-responding-to-the-impacts-of-covid-19.aspx
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/media/newsroom/2020/may/joint-wco-otif-osjd-statement-on-responding-to-the-impacts-of-covid-19.aspx
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/media/newsroom/2020/may/partnership-for-maritime-digitalization-to-support-flow-of-trade-by-ship.aspx
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/media/newsroom/2020/may/how-to-establish-and-utilize-essential-goods-lists-during-a-disaster.aspx
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/media/newsroom/2020/may/joint-wco-iru-statement-on-responding-to-the-impacts-of-covid-19-on-cross-border-transport.aspx
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/media/newsroom/2020/may/joint-wco-iru-statement-on-responding-to-the-impacts-of-covid-19-on-cross-border-transport.aspx
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news20_e/dgra_14may20_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news20_e/igo_14may20_e.htm
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases


   

  

International Court of Justice  [to 16 May 2020] 
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases 
Latest Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Criminal Court (ICC)  [to 16 May 2020] 
Trying individuals for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
  
World Bank [to 16 May 2020] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week]  
$1 Billion from World Bank to Protect India’s Poorest from COVID-19 (Coronavirus) 
NEW DELHI, May 15, 2020 — The World Bank Board of Executive Directors today approved $1 billion 
for the Accelerating India’s COVID-19 Social Protection Response Program to support India’s efforts at 
providing...  
Date: May 15, 2020 Type: Press Release  
 
World Bank Launches Inaugural Sustainable Development Bond Impact Report 
WASHINGTON, D.C., May 14, 2020 – The World Bank (International Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development, IBRD, Aaa/AAA) today published its first impact report covering all bond issuances and 
the entire...  
Date: May 14, 2020 Type: Press Release 
 
Smart Containment: How Low-Income Countries Can Tailor Their COVID-19 Response 
Low-income countries will have a much harder time putting their economies in a “medically induced 
coma” in response to the coronavirus pandemic (COVID-19). They are home to many of the extreme 
poor, who...  
Date: May 13, 2020 Type: Brief  
 
Remarks by Axel van Trotsenburg Managing Director, Operations: Conflict and the 
Pandemic – Tackling COVID-19 in Fragile Settings (a US Institute of Peace and World Bank 
Event) 
Axel van Trotsenburg, Managing Director, Operations, The World Bank As Prepared for 
Delivery   Supporting countries impacted by fragility, conflict and violence is at the core of the World 
Bank Group’s...  
Date: May 13, 2020 Type: Speeches and Transcripts  
 
 
IMF  [to 16 May 2020] 
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article 
News, Announcements 
May 13, 2020 

http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases
https://www.icc-cpi.int/
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2020/05/15/world-bank-support-protect-poorest-india-coronavirus
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2020/05/14/world-bank-launches-inaugural-sustainable-development-bond-impact-report
http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/poverty/brief/smart-containment-how-low-income-countries-can-tailor-their-covid-19-response
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/speech/2020/05/14/remarks-by-axel-van-trotsenburg-managing-director-operations-conflict-and-the-pandemic---tackling-covid-19-in-fragile-settings-a-us-institute-of-peace-and-world-bank-event
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/speech/2020/05/14/remarks-by-axel-van-trotsenburg-managing-director-operations-conflict-and-the-pandemic---tackling-covid-19-in-fragile-settings-a-us-institute-of-peace-and-world-bank-event
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/speech/2020/05/14/remarks-by-axel-van-trotsenburg-managing-director-operations-conflict-and-the-pandemic---tackling-covid-19-in-fragile-settings-a-us-institute-of-peace-and-world-bank-event
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article


   

  

COVID-19 Poses Formidable Threat for Fragile States in the Middle East and North Africa  
   COVID-19 will trigger a sharp drop in household incomes in Middle East and North African (MENA) 
countries that are fragile and in conflict situations, such as Afghanistan, Djibouti, Iraq, Lebanon, Sudan, 
and Somalia. As export earnings suffer and social distancing reduces domestic activity, incomes will 
decline—especially for informal and low-skilled workers, including within large internally displaced 
populations and refugees. 
   Remittances—which represent 14 percent of GDP in fragile countries across MENA and serve as a 
lifeline for many households—are also expected to tumble by 20 percent as global incomes fall.  
   More broadly, real GDP in these countries is expected to shrink by 7 percent in 2020, relative to 
average growth of 2.6 percent in 2019. This will lead to a significant decline in GDP per capita—from 
$2,900 in 2018–19 to $2,100 in 2020. 
   This dramatic downturn will aggravate existing economic and human challenges. Fragile and conflict 
countries in MENA are already battling high poverty, political instability, weak states, and poor 
infrastructure. Failure to ease the potential suffering could further aggravate underlying social and 
political instability and could trigger a reinforcing spiral of economic hardship and conflict—adding to 
the existing humanitarian challenges of countries already in active conflict, including Libya, Syria, and 
Yemen… 
 
May 11, 2020 
How Pandemics Leave the Poor Even Farther Behind – IMF Blog  
 
 
African Development Bank Group  [to 16 May 2020] 
https://www.afdb.org/en 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Africa-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of No new 
digest content identified. 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Asian Development Bank  [to 16 May 2020] 
http://www.adb.org/news/releases 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-•    
15 May 2020 
COVID-19 Economic Impact Could Reach $8.8 Trillion Globally — New ADB Report 
The global economy could suffer between $5.8 trillion and $8.8 trillion in losses—equivalent to 6.4% to 
9.7% of global GDP—as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, says a new report released by ADB today. 
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank   [to 16 May 2020] 
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-
level announcements are added each week] 
News  
Beijing, China, May 13, 2020 
AIIB Appoints New External Members of its Audit and Risk Committee 

https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2020/05/13/na051320-covid-19-poses-formidable-threat-for-fragile-states-in-the-middle-east-and-north-africa
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/989721587512418006/pdf/COVID-19-Crisis-Through-a-Migration-Lens.pdf
https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/REO/MECA/Issues/2020/04/15/regional-economic-outlook-middle-east-central-asia-report
https://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/sdn/2016/sdn1608.pdf
https://blogs.imf.org/2020/05/11/how-pandemics-leave-the-poor-even-farther-behind/
https://www.afdb.org/en
http://www.adb.org/news/releases
https://www.adb.org/news/covid-19-economic-impact-could-reach-8-8-trillion-globally-new-adb-report
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/2020/AIIB-Appoints-New-External-Members-of-its-Audit-and-Risk-Committee.html


   

  

The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) has appointed Ms. Ai Phing Cheng and Ms. Elisabeth 
Stheeman as external members of the Audit and Risk Committee (ARC) of the Board of Directors, as 
part of the succession plan for the ARC. 
 
 
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 16 May 2020] 
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news 
News 
14 MAY  
El FIDA invertirá USD 554 millones para apoyar la recuperación de la agricultura familiar 
en América Latina y el Caribe tras el impacto de la COVID-19  
 
 
Islamic Development Bank  [to 16 May 2020] 
https://www.isdb.org/ 
News 
Statement by the President of the Islamic Development Bank, Dr Bandar Hajjar, at the 
Meeting of ICESCO Education Ministers 
16 May 2020 
 
As part of the US$ 2.3 Billion Package, IsDB Provides US$ 1.86 Billion to 27 Member 
Countries to Contain COVID-19 
14 May 2020 
 

 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 
 
:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
   We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new research and 
major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, collaborations, and initiatives 
across the human rights, humanitarian response and development spheres of action.  WE will not 
reference fundraising announcements, programs, events or appeals, and generally not include content 
which is primarily photo-documentation or video in format. 
 
 
Action Contre la Faim – Action Against Hunger  [to 16 May 2020] 
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org 
Communiqués de presse 
Rapport global sur les crises alimentaires 
Conflits, climat, COVID-19 : vers une crise alimentaire mondiale ? 
Posté le 12 mai 2020  
   Nous alertons depuis des années sur l’augmentation du nombre de femmes, hommes et enfants 
souffrant de la faim, aujourd’hui cela concerne 821 millions de personnes. Parmi elles, ce nouveau 
rapport décrit que 135 millions de personnes dans 55 pays ou territoires étaient en situation 
d’insécurité alimentaire aiguë et souffrent de crises alimentaires. 
 
 

https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news
https://www.ifad.org/es/web/latest/news-detail/asset/41913686
https://www.ifad.org/es/web/latest/news-detail/asset/41913686
https://www.isdb.org/
https://www.isdb.org/news/statement-by-the-president-of-the-islamic-development-bank-dr-bandar-hajjar-at-the-meeting-of-icesco-education-ministers
https://www.isdb.org/news/statement-by-the-president-of-the-islamic-development-bank-dr-bandar-hajjar-at-the-meeting-of-icesco-education-ministers
https://www.isdb.org/news/as-part-of-the-us-23-billion-package-isdb-provides-us-186-billion-to-27-member-countries-to-contain-covid-19
https://www.isdb.org/news/as-part-of-the-us-23-billion-package-isdb-provides-us-186-billion-to-27-member-countries-to-contain-covid-19
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/
https://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/a-la-une/conflits-climat-covid-19-vers-une-crise-alimentaire-mondiale/


   

  

Alliance for International Medical Action (ALIMA)  [to 16 May 2020] 
https://www.alima-ngo.org/en/press-room 
PRESS RELEASES 
Fears of a double health crisis as the COVID-19 epidemic continues to accelerate in Africa 
2020-05-14 
 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 16 May 2020] 
https://newsroom.amref.org/category/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases   
Press Releases  
Innovate Now Accelerator Programme Seeks Mobile Solutions to Assist Persons with 
Disabilities 
May 14, 2020  
  The programme opens submissions for the second cohort with a focus on mobile as a bridge… 
 
Coronavirus disease (COVID-19) News    Press Releases  
AMREF Flying Doctors Acquires Portable Isolation Chambers for COVID-19 Cases 
May 13, 2020  
  AMREF Flying Doctors, the leading Air Ambulance service provider in Africa, has today announced the 
acquisition of two Portable Isolation Chambers. 
 
 
Aravind Eye Care System  [to 16 May 2020] 
https://aravind.org/ 
Aravind News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
  
BRAC  [to 16 May 2020] 
http://www.brac.net/#news 
Latest  
May 16, 2020 
COVID-19: Update from Asif Saleh (16 May 2020) 
 
May 14, 2020 
Distributing relief in a pandemic: Lessons learned about digital cash transfers during 
COVID-19 
 
May 14, 2020 
Manoshi: Ensuring maternal care in a pandemic 
 
14 May 2020 
We deeply mourn – Brig Gen Aftab Uddin Ahmad (Retd), Director of Skills Development Programme, 
BRAC. Inna Lillahi wa inna ilayhi raji'un. 
 
12 May 2020 
BRAC assisting DGHS to install 50 COVID-19 sample collection kiosks in Dhaka 

https://www.alima-ngo.org/en/press-room
https://www.alima-ngo.org/uploads/d66a050272e316e4583b30ff5bca5214.pdf
http://amref.org/news/news/
https://newsroom.amref.org/category/press-releases/
https://newsroom.amref.org/press-releases/2020/05/innovate-now-accelerator-programme-seeks-mobile-solutions-to-assist-persons-with-disabilities/
https://newsroom.amref.org/press-releases/2020/05/innovate-now-accelerator-programme-seeks-mobile-solutions-to-assist-persons-with-disabilities/
https://newsroom.amref.org/press-releases/2020/05/amref-flying-doctors-acquires-portable-isolation-chambers-for-covid-19-cases/
https://aravind.org/
http://www.brac.net/#news
http://blog.brac.net/covid-19-update-from-asif-saleh-16-may-2020/
http://blog.brac.net/covid-19-update-from-asif-saleh-16-may-2020/
http://blog.brac.net/covid-19-update-from-asif-saleh-16-may-2020/
http://blog.brac.net/distributing-relief-in-a-pandemic-lessons-learned-about-digital-cash-transfers-during-covid-19/
http://blog.brac.net/distributing-relief-in-a-pandemic-lessons-learned-about-digital-cash-transfers-during-covid-19/
http://blog.brac.net/distributing-relief-in-a-pandemic-lessons-learned-about-digital-cash-transfers-during-covid-19/
http://blog.brac.net/distributing-relief-in-a-pandemic-lessons-learned-about-digital-cash-transfers-during-covid-19/
http://blog.brac.net/distributing-relief-in-a-pandemic-lessons-learned-about-digital-cash-transfers-during-covid-19/
http://blog.brac.net/manoshi-ensuring-maternal-care-in-a-pandemic/
http://blog.brac.net/manoshi-ensuring-maternal-care-in-a-pandemic/
http://blog.brac.net/manoshi-ensuring-maternal-care-in-a-pandemic/
http://www.brac.net/latest-news/item/1280-we-deeply-mourn
http://www.brac.net/latest-news/item/1280-we-deeply-mourn
http://www.brac.net/latest-news/item/1280-we-deeply-mourn
http://www.brac.net/latest-news/item/1280-we-deeply-mourn
http://www.brac.net/latest-news/item/1279-brac-assisting-dghs-to-install-50-covid-19-sample-collection-kiosks-in-dhaka
http://www.brac.net/latest-news/item/1279-brac-assisting-dghs-to-install-50-covid-19-sample-collection-kiosks-in-dhaka
http://www.brac.net/latest-news/item/1279-brac-assisting-dghs-to-install-50-covid-19-sample-collection-kiosks-in-dhaka
http://www.brac.net/latest-news/item/1279-brac-assisting-dghs-to-install-50-covid-19-sample-collection-kiosks-in-dhaka


   

  

 
 
Clubhouse International  [to 16 May 2020] 
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html 
News 
Coronavirus -- Weekly Updates from the Clubhouse Community 
May 15, 2020 
 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 16 May 2020] 
https://www.drc.dk/news 
NEWS 
DRC closes demining operations in Vietnam due to lack of funding 
   After seven years in Vietnam, DRC's demining unit DDG has officially closed operations throughout 
the country. Between 2013- 2019, DDG is proud to report that more than 1,2 million m2 of land being 
returned to communities through area clearance and nearly 40.000 community members directly 
reached through mine risk education sessions. 
11.05.20 
 
 
ECPAT  [to 16 May 2020]  
http://www.ecpat.net/news 
News & Updates 
Dire consequences if the sexual exploitation of children is unaddressed in the Middle East 
and North Africa 
12/05/2020 
   In a new report on the sexual exploitation of children in the Middle East and North Africa, ECPAT 
International warns that lack of attention and data on the issue, in combination with high levels of 
inequality, harmful gender norms and armed conflict, have dire consequences for the 160 million 
children living in the region. This is especially true for already vulnerable groups. 
 
ECPAT 30 Year Anniversary 
05/05/2020 
  As ECPAT reaches 30 years on the 5th of May 2020, the reality is that the end of the sexual 
exploitation of children remains unfinished business. This year certainly marks a major milestone in 
ECPAT’s history and provides a moment to remember and to celebrate. However, this is not a time to 
rest. As ECPAT enters a new chapter of our history, we are reminded of the determination of our 
founders and the incredible power of collective action all across the globe. 
 
 
Fountain House  [to 16 May 2020] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Humanity & Inclusion  [nee Handicap International]  [to 16 May 2020]  
https://hi.org/en/index 
All news 
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HI’s race to protect frail people against COVID-19 in a country with only 24 ICU beds  
12 May 2020  
   In South Sudan’s Juba County, the HI team has identified more than 5,200 people with disabilities as 
well as very frail people who need support as the coronavirus makes its presence known. Vulnerable 
among the vulnerable, most are already displaced from their homes, and face numerous barriers to 
staying safe from COVID-19. 
South Sudan 
 
 
Heifer International  [to 16 May 2020] 
https://www.heifer.org/ 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HelpAge International  [to 16 May 2020]  
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/ 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
No new digest content identified. 

 
 
ICRC  [to 16 May 2020] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
Two new members appointed to the Assembly of the ICRC 
The Assembly of the International Committee of the Red Cross has appointed two new members, Suba 
Umathevan and Rémy Best. 
14-05-2020 | News release  
 
Exceptional Florence Nightingale Medal awarded to nurses, midwives in captivity 
Exceptional Florence Nightingale Medal 2020 awarded to nurses, midwives in captivity 
12-05-2020 | News release  
  
Jordan: ICRC continues its humanitarian work amidst COVID-19 environment 
ICRC provides hygiene and protective items in correctional facilities, juvenile centers and police stations 
across Jordan as part of its COVID-19 response 
11-05-2020 | Article  
 
 
IFRC   [to 16 May 2020] 
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
Global 
International Nurses Day: Nurses deserve praise, thanks, protection amid COVID-19 
Geneva, 11 May 2020 – Nurses and other health care workers on the frontlines of the fight against 
COVID-19 deserve to be recognized and commended for their lifesaving efforts and personal sacrifices 
amid increased medical risk – and in some places amid … 
11 May 2020 

https://hi.org/en/news/hi-s-race-to-protect-frail-people-against-covid-19-in-a-country-with-only-24-icu-beds-
https://www.heifer.org/
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/two-new-members-appointed-assembly-icrc-0
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/exceptional-florence-nightingale-medal-awarded-nurses-midwives-captivity
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/icrc-continues-its-humanitarian-work-amidst-covid-19-environment
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/international-nurses-day-nurses-deserve-praise-thanks-protection-amid-covid-19/


   

  

 
 
International Medical Corps (IMC)   [to 16 May 2020] 
https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IRC  International Rescue Committee  [to 16 May 2020] 
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 
Media highlights 
Press Release  
Mexico faces triple burden: soaring COVID-19 cases and deaths, loss of jobs and rising 
femicides, warns IRC  
May 15, 2020  
 
Press Release  
Second hospital attack in four days puts Libya’s COVID-19 response further at risk, warns 
IRC 
May 14, 2020  
 
Press Release  
With first case of COVID-19 confirmed in Kutupalong, Bangladesh - the world’s largest 
refugee camp - IRC calls for a rapid scale of support to save lives 
May 14, 2020  
 
Press Release  
New IRC data shows COVID-19 brings increased food prices, hunger and economic distress 
to refugees; immediate cash assistance needed now 
May 14, 2020  
 
 
IRCT  [to 16 May 2020] 
https://irct.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Islamic Relief Worldwide  [to 16 May 2020]  
https://www.islamic-relief.org/ 
Latest News  
Flash flooding has crippled families in Yemen this Ramadan 
Published: 15 May, 2020  
 
The spiritual significance of the last ten nights of Ramadan 
Published: 13 May, 2020  
 
Togetherness amidst COVID-19 fears: Ramadan in Indonesia 
Published: 11 May, 2020  
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Landsea   [to 16 May 2020] 
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Medecins du Monde   [to 16 May 2020]  
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/ 
News 
18 aid agencies call on the governments in the region to allow refugees stranded in the 
Bay of Bengal and Andaman Sea to disembark 
Today, 18 humanitarian agencies are urging the countries on the Bay of Bengal and Andaman Sea to 
conduct search and rescue operations to save the lives of refugees and asylum seekers stranded at sea 
and allow them to disembark on their shores where they should be provided with adequate assistance. 
States in the region should urgently agree on collective solutions to address the issue and better share 
responsibility for hosting refugees. 
   Published on 7 May 2020 
 
 
Mercy Corps [to 16 May 2020] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
News Releases & Alerts  
May 11, 2020  
COVID-19 Resilience Fund: Shell donates $3 million to help communities on the frontlines 
of the pandemic 
Critical funds will support Mercy Corps’ work in more than 40 countries around the world, each one 
affected by COVID-19... 
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 16 May 2020]  
http://www.msf.org/ 
Latest [Selected Announcements] 
Sudan  
MSF urges to respect medical action after violent incursion in Rokero, Centr… 
Statement 15 May 2020  
 
Coronavirus COVID-19 pandemic  
COVID19 and lack of protective equipment threaten lifesaving care in KenyaProject Update 
15 May 2020  
 
Coronavirus COVID-19 pandemic  
COVID-19 in West Africa: “Let’s prepare for a long-distance run”  
Op-Ed 15 May 2020  
 
Afghanistan  
“They came to kill the mothers” in Kabul maternity hospital attack  
Voices from the Field 14 May 2020  
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Afghanistan  
Revolting attack on maternity ward kills pregnant women and babie… 
Press Release 13 May 2020  
 
Coronavirus COVID-19 pandemic  
MSF supports the COVID-19 pandemic response in Guinea  
Project Update 12 May 2020  
 
 
Operation Smile  [to 16 May 2020] 
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office 
Program Schedule 
Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve every 
opportunity for safe surgical care.  
 
Local Nurse on the Front Lines Wins “Operation Smile 2020 U.S. Volunteer Award” for her 
Work with Children Born with Cleft Conditions  
United States  
Press Release  Posted 5/12/2020  
 
  
OXFAM [to 16 May 2020] 
https://www.oxfam.org/en/ 
Selected News/Announcements    [Undated] 
Cyclone threatens Cox’s Bazar as first Covid-19 cases are confirmed - Oxfam 
15 May 2020 
Almost one million Rohingya people in the world's largest refugee camp are facing the added threat of 
a cyclone as the first cases of Covid-19 are confirmed, Oxfam warned today. The Cyclone, which looks 
likely to form off the coast over the weekend, could bring further suffering and destruction to the 
camps on top of a potentially devastating health crisis. 
 
Vaccinating poorest half of humanity against coronavirus could cost less than four month’s 
big pharma profits 
14 May 2020 
Vaccinating the poorest half of humanity —3.7 billion people— against coronavirus could cost less than 
what the ten biggest pharmaceutical companies make in four months, Oxfam said today.  
   
World leaders unite in call for a people’s vaccine against COVID-19 
14 May 2020 
More than 140 world leaders, experts and elders have made an unprecedented call for guarantees that 
COVID-19 vaccines, diagnostics, tests and treatments will be provided free of charge to everyone, 
everywhere. 
   
Efforts to forge a global ceasefire a "catastrophic failure", says Oxfam  
12 May 2020 
There has been a catastrophic failure by the international community to forge a global ceasefire in 
order for countries in conflict – and the world at large – to stop the coronavirus and save millions 
of lives, said Oxfam today. 
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Norwegian Refugee Council   [to 16 May 2020] 
http://www.nrc.no/ 
Latest news from NRC 
Press release 
Iraq | 11. May 2020  
Iraqi women denied their property by relatives, tribes and militias 
Hundreds of thousands of Iraqi women displaced by war remain unable to return to their homes 
because of systemic injustices that prevent them from proving or claiming ownership of their property.  
 
 
Pact  [to 16 May 2020] 
http://www.pactworld.org/  
Latest News  
May 15, 2020 
Pact joins call for immediate action for artisanal mining communities during Covid-19 
crisis  
This week, Pact joined more than 70 civil society organizations and community-based associations in 
calling for immediate and concerted action from governments...  
 
May 12, 2020 
Across Africa and beyond, HIV programs for orphans and vulnerable children provide a 
critical opportunity to respond to Covid-19  
Imagine that a dangerous, highly contagious virus is spreading around the world, and you are tasked 
with helping communities challenged by poverty and...  
 
 
Partners In Health  [to 16 May 2020] 
http://www.pih.org/blog   
News      
May 13, 2020  
PIH to Support COVID-19 Response Across U.S.  
PIH launched a new initiative, the U.S. Public Health Accompaniment Unit, to provide open access to 
learning resources and technical advice for states and municipalities struggling to conduct contact 
tracing for COVID-19.  
 
May 12, 2020  
Caring for a Campus: Nurse Andre Ndayambaje Leading Health Services at UGHE  
As health services coordinator, the 2019 alum is providing mental and physical checkups for the nearly 
100 staff, students, and faculty living on the university’s campus in northern Rwanda.  
 
 
PATH  [to 16 May 2020]  
https://www.path.org/media-center/  
Selected Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
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Plan International/BORNEfonden  [to 16 May 2020] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Save The Children [to 16 May 2020] 
https://www.savethechildren.net/news 
News 
15 May 2020 - Burundi, Djibouti, Ethiopia ... 
COVID-19 risks in East Africa heighten as severe floods displace nearly half a million 
people 
 
14 May 2020 - Bangladesh 
Reports of the first confirmed coronavirus case in the Rohingya refugee camps is a major 
cause for concern 
 
14 May 2020 - Yemen 
Yemen: Deaths due to Covid-like symptoms surge in Aden as hospitals close 
 
14 May 2020 - Philippines 
Save the Children: ‘Safety of children and young mothers must be a priority in the wake of 
typhoon VongFong’ 
 
13 May 2020 - Afghanistan 
'Devastating 48 hours for Afghanistan’s children' 
 
11 May 2020 - Syria 
Syria: thousands of foreign children in Al Hol camp must be repatriated given coronavirus 
fears 
 
 
SOS-Kinderdorf International  [to 16 May 2020] 
https://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/news 
All News 
International Day of Families  
Q&A with foster parents Jenny and John Wray  
May 15 2020 - "A lot of the children that have come into our home, we are their fifth or sixth foster 
home that they’ve been in. They are wondering ‘Well, do I just need to push a little bit more and then 
you’re going to give up on me too’. But they just need to know that you’re still going to wake up the 
next day and say ‘Good Morning’ and ‘I love you’." - Jenny Wray  
 
North Macedonia  
A psychologist deals with domestic violence  
May 14 2020 - Valentina Dimovska, the lead psychologist at SOS Children's Villages in North 
Macedonia, continues to work remotely with some 50 families. In one instance, she called just after the 
police arrived.  
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COVID-19  
Protecting children during the pandemic  
May 13 2020 - COVID-19 impacts children both directly and indirectly. It is important that children have 
resources to be resilient to cope with consequences of COVID-19 and to have ways to express 
themselves.  
 
Colombia  
Life under coronavirus in Colombia  
May 12 2020 - “Before my father died, he made me promise I would go to university and make my 
family thrive. When this is over, I will help my mother bring money home, while I study." - Angela*, 
16.  
 
 
Tostan  [to 16 May 2020] 
http://www.tostan.org 
News 
Tostan Gambia COVID 19 Update 
May 15, 2020 
   Basse - Currently, in The Gambia, there are 23 confirmed cases, 1 death, 10 recovered patients and 
6 others at the treatment centers. The President of the Republic made a public declaration on COVID 
19 on March 17th, 2020 to suspend all educational classes and weekly... 
 
 
Women for Women International  [to 16 May 2020]  
https://www.womenforwomen.org/ 
May 10, 2020 
Celebrating the Collective Strength of Mothers around the World  
By: Laurie Adams, Women for Women International CEO 
 
 
World Vision  [to 16 May 2020] 
http://wvi.org/ 
Newsroom  
Press Statement, Sad Bistar Hospital Attack, Afghanistan  
May 15th 2020  
 
COVID -19 will put 85 million children at risk of physical, sexual and emotional violence ...  
May 14th 2020  
 
Attacks on Sad Bistar Hospital in Kabul Killed Innocent Civilians  
May 14th 2020  
 
World Vision Water, Women and Disability report highlights importance of leaving no-one 
be...  
May 11th 2020  
 
:::::: 
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Electronic Frontiers Foundation 
https://www.eff.org/updates?type=press_release 
No new digest content identified. 
    
 
Freedom House [to 16 May 2020] 
https://freedomhouse.org/ 
Latest Updates  
Zimbabwe: Authorities Must Investigate Alleged Beating and Torture of Activists  
Press release   May 15, 2020 
 
Bolivia: Supreme Decree Threatens Freedom of Expression  
Press release   May 14, 2020 
  
 
Human Rights Watch  [to 16 May 2020] 
https://www.hrw.org/ 
Featured Commentary, Announcements, Statements 
May 14, 2020  
Japan: Introduce LGBT Non-Discrimination Law 
Japan’s Prime Minister Shinzo Abe should commit to introducing a law protecting against discrimination 
on the basis of sexual orientation and gender identity. 
 
May 14, 2020  News Release 
Human Rights Watch Film Festival Presents First Digital Edition 
Africa 
 
May 14, 2020  Dispatches 
A Perfect Storm Is Brewing in Burundi 
 
Lewis Mudge , Director, Central Africa  
United States 
 
May 14, 2020  News Release 
US: Lawsuit Over ‘Remain in Mexico’ Program Secrecy 
 
 
Transparency International  [to 16 May 2020] 
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases 
Press Releases 
CORE Act can help ensure the U.S.’s unprecedented spending is met with unprecedented 
accountability and oversight 
A statement from the U.S. office of Transparency International 
   Today, Senators Warren, Blumenthal, and Coons, along with Representatives Sarbanes and Japal 
introduced a discussion draft of the…  
13 May 2020  
 
::::: 
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ChildFund Alliance  [to 16 May 2020] 
https://childfundalliance.org/ 
News/ Statements 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
CONCORD  [to 16 May 2020] 
http://concordeurope.org/  
Latest News and Events 
EU’s path to a strategy with Africa in uncertain times 
| May 11, 2020 
   On 9 March 2020 the Joint Communication ‘Towards a Comprehensive Strategy with Africa’ was 
released by the European Commission and the European External Action Service. The Communication 
will be used as a basis for talks between the European Union and their African... 
  
 
The Elders  [to 16 May 2020] 
http://theelders.org/news-media 
Selected Press Releases and Major Announcements 
News 
The Elders launch discussion on COVID-19 and global leadership with new podcast 
collaboration  
15 May 2020 
   The Elders launch discussion on COVID-19 and global leadership with new podcast collaboration  
Ethical Leadership 
 
Guest Blog 
The COVID-19 response shows the real potential of what united climate action could 
achieve 
15 May 2020 
   Erin Fowler, a young climate activist from Scotland, UK, recalls the passion of local communities as 
they work together with global citizens to tackle transborder issues like climate change and plastic 
pollution. 
Climate Change 
 
Statement  
Ban Ki-moon: I support the UN’s call for a global ceasefire to help fight COVID-19 
12 May 2020 
   COVID-19 is a grave threat to all humanity, but people living in conflict zones are particularly 
vulnerable to its ravages. 
Conflict, Ethical Leadership 
 
News 
Time to focus on a larger fight – coronavirus ceasefires 
12 May 2020 
   The Elders’ Head of Programmes, Jane Kinninmont, blogs on the impact of COVID-19 on conflicts 
around the world 
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Conflict 
  
Statement  
The Elders call for new Middle East peace plan to counter Israeli annexation threat 
11 May 2020 
   The Elders today called for new engagement from the international community to deliver a just 
outcome to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and uphold international law. 
Conflict 
 
 
Evidence Aid   [to 16 May 2020] 
http://www.evidenceaid.org/ 
Latest Content 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gavi [to 16 May 2020] 
https://www.gavi.org/ 
News releases  
12 May 2020 
Canada commits CAD 600 million to Gavi 
 
11 May 2020 
Spain pledges new support to Gavi 
 
 
Getty Conservation Institute   [to 16 May 2020] 
https://www.getty.edu/research/ 
Latest News  
Online Exhibition  
The Legacy of Ancient Palmyra  
Early prints and photographs capture the magnificence of monuments of Palmyra now lost to conflict 
and war 
Discover the exhibition from home  
 
 
Global Fund  [to 16 May 2020] 
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/ 
Sourcing & Management of Health Products  
COVID-19 Diagnostics Procurement through the Global Fund  
15 May 2020  
 
News  
Global Fund Board Members Unite to Fight  
15 May 2020  
 
Voices  
On the Front Lines: Responding to COVID-19  
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15 May 2020  
 
Voices  
Amid COVID-19, Communities Continue Fight against Other Pandemics  
12 May 2020  
 
Voices  
Protecting Mothers and Babies from HIV during the COVID-19 Pandemic  
12 May 2020  
 
 
Hilton Prize Coalition [to 16 May 2020] 
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ICVA - International Council of Voluntary Agencies   [to 16 May 2020] 
https://icvanetwork.org/ 
Latest resources, events, content 
Upcoming events 
The future of civil society organisations in the light of the coronavirus Virtual Meeting  
May 17, 2020 - 2:00pm to 4:00pm  Online 
 
WEBINAR: Foundations for Effective Protection Programming  
May 20, 2020 - 8:00am to 9:30am  Online 
 
Learning Stream on Risk Management: Staff care and security risk management  
June 3, 2020 - 3:00pm to 4:30pm  Online webinar 
 
 
InterAction  [to 16 May 2020] 
http://www.interaction.org/ 
Crises & Countries in Conflict  
Joint NGO Statement: Urgent Action is Needed By the U.N. Security Council to Ensure Aid 
Reaches North East Syria 
InterAction  |  May 15, 2020  
 
Crises & Countries in Conflict  
A Pandemic-Induced Crossroads 
Sam Worthington |  May 13, 2020  
 
NGO Data & Accountability  
Assessing Agricultural Advocacy & Data Aptitude in Tanzania 
Adam Fivenson, Sara Nitz Nolan   May 11, 2020  
 
:::::: 
 
3ie  International Initiative for Impact Evaluation [to 16 May 2020] 
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https://www.3ieimpact.org/ 
Event 
Panel discussion: Impact evaluation in the time of a pandemic  
   CEDIL 19 May 2020 3ie’s Marie Gaarder will be participating in a panel discussion on impact 
evaluation in the time of a pandemic, organised by the Centre of Excellence for Development Impact 
and Learning (CEDIL). 
 
 
CHS Alliance  [to 16 May 2020] 
http://chsalliance.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Development Initiatives   [to 16 May 2020] 
http://devinit.org/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
::::::  
 
Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action 
(ALNAP)     [to 16 May 2020] 
http://www.alnap.org/ 
News 
15 May 2020  
COVID-19 Portal Update 
Week of 11 May 
   This week, ALNAP launched the COVID-19 Rapid Learning Review in a webinar co-hosted with 
CERAH and LSHTM. A key webinar takeaway was the importance of localisation, which IRC’s featured 
‘One Size Does Not Fit All’ report on COVID-19 mitigation in humanitarian contexts emphasises, too. 
 
 
CERAH – Geneva Centre for Education and Research in Humanitarian Action  [to 16 May 
2020] 
https://cerahgeneve.ch/events/news/ 
CERAH News 
The Geneva Centre for Education and Research in Humanitarian Action condemns attack 
on a maternity ward in Kabul, Afghanistan 
13.5.2020 
   The Geneva Centre for Education and Research in Humanitarian Action strongly condemns the 
shocking attack of 12 May on a maternity ward at the Dasht-e-Barchi Hospital in the Afghan capital 
Kabul, which killed 14 people. Our partner Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF), who run the maternity 
ward, confirmed the attack. 
 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 16 May 2020] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre 
LATEST PRESS RELEASES 

https://www.3ieimpact.org/
https://www.3ieimpact.org/events/seminars/panel-discussion-impact-evaluation-time-pandemic
http://chsalliance.org/
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No new digest content identified. 
 
 
EHLRA/R2HC/HIF   [to 16 May 2020] 
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Groupe URD   [to 16 May 2020] 
https://www.urd.org/en/ 
Publications  
COVID-19 in different contexts: north and south, urban and rural (Briefing note n°1) 
François Grünewald 
05/05/2020  
   This briefing note is the first output of the COVID Observatory. It outlines our basic understanding of 
the current crisis and will be regularly updated and complemented with content on specific subjects: 
Health, Food and Economic Security, Social Cohesion, Migration and Mobility.  
   COVID-19 in different contexts: north and south, urban and rural (Briefing note n°1), 2020EN  
 
 
International Humanitarian Studies Association  [to 16 May 2020] 
https://ihsa.info/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
INEE – an international network for education in emergencies   [to 16 May 2020] 
http://www.ineesite.org/en/news 
News 
Why focusing on gender-based violence is a priority in a crisis  
Devex  14 May 2020  
   Reports of domestic violence have fallen dramatically in fragile and conflict-affected countries since 
the introduction of lockdowns aimed at curbing the spread of the coronavirus. 
 
 
Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP)  [to 16 May 2020] 
https://phap.org/ 
Association news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Sphere  [to 16 May 2020] 
https://spherestandards.org/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Start Network [to 16 May 2020] 
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs 
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News and Blog 
Going virtual: 2020 Assembly & 10-year anniversary 
by  Helen James   13 May 20  
   Start Network's Assembly meeting and 10-year anniversary celebration will take place throughout 
the week beginning 12 October 2020. 
 
News Article   12 May 20  
Reversing the inequity - Opportunity knocks again or missed opportunity again? 
   The Alliance for Empowering Partnership (A4EP) has published a paper, Reversing the inequity – 
Opportunity knocks again or missed opportunity again, which calls for prioritising locally-led responses 
and reversing existing inequities within the humanitarian sector. 
 
:::::: 
 
Brookings 
http://www.brookings.edu/ 
Accessed 16 May 2020 
Latest Research 
Energy Industry  
DisComs post-COVID: Untangling the historical challenges, short-term needs, and long-
term ambitions 
Rahul Tongia 
Friday, May 15, 2020  
 
Report  
Lost wages: The COVID-19 cost of school closures 
George Psacharopoulos, Victoria Collis, Harry Patrinos, and Emiliana Vegas 
Thursday, May 14, 2020  
 
Report  
Productivity growth in treating a major chronic health condition 
John A. Romley, Dana Goldman, Neeraj Sood, and Abe Dunn 
Thursday, May 14, 2020  
 
Social Issues  
Bowling with Trump 
Mark Fabian, Robert Breunig, and Jan-Emmanuel De Neve 
Wednesday, May 13, 2020  
 
Regulatory Policy  
Agency learning agendas and regulatory research 
Bridget Dooling 
Tuesday, May 12, 2020  
 
 
Center for Global Development    [to 16 May 2020] 
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center 
Selected Publications, News and Events 
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May 14, 2020 
Coordinating for Impact: Ideas to Advance DFC’s Interagency Engagement 
The ability of the US International Development Finance Corporation (DFC) to fulfill its promise of 
becoming a full-fledged, impact-focused development finance institution depends in part on how it 
leverages the expertise and resources of other US government development agencies. 
Clemence Landers , Sarah Rose and Jocilyn Estes  
 
May 14, 2020 
The IMF’s Growth Forecasts for Poor Countries Don’t Match Its COVID Narrative 
The IMF’s forecasts of GDP growth in 2020 suggest a substantially muted impact of the COVID crisis 
for developing countries compared to advanced economies. We hope that the relative optimism will not 
induce complacency and elicit a less-than-forceful response by countries themselves nor legitimize an 
ungenerous, conditionality-addled response on the part of the international community in the face of 
an unprecedented calamity. 
Justin Sandefur and Arvind Subramanian  
 
 
CSIS  [to 16 May 2020] 
https://www.csis.org/ 
Selected Reports 
Report 
U.S. Foreign Assistance in the Age of Strategic Competition 
May 14, 2020 | Daniel F. Runde With the world rapidly changing, delivering U.S. foreign assistance will 
also need to adapt to new realities.  
 
Report 
Criteria for Security and Trust in Telecommunications Networks and Services 
May 13, 2020  
The CSIS Working Group on Trust and Security in 5G Networks has developed the following criteria for 
governments and network owners or operators to use in assessing the trustworthiness of 
telecommunications equipment suppliers. 
  
Report 
Moscow’s War in Syria 
May 12, 2020 | Seth G. Jones, Brian Katz, Jason Gresh, Nicholas Harrington, Edmund Xavier Loughran  
The Transnational Threats Project assesses Russia's military and diplomatic campaign in Syria, the 
largest and most significant Russian out-of-area operation since the end of the Cold War. 
 
Report 
Climate Solutions Series: Decarbonizing the Electric Power Sector 
May 12, 2020 | Stephen J. Naimoli, Sarah Ladislaw  
Decarbonizing the power sector is crucial to preventing the worst effects of climate change. The CSIS 
Energy Security and Climate Change Program explores how to achieve this goal. 
 
Report 
Out of Sight: Northeast Nigeria's Humanitarian Crisis 
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May 11, 2020 | Jacob Kurtzer Ten years of violent insurgency in northeast Nigeria have led to massive 
humanitarian needs, and the crisis shows no signs of abating. This report from the CSIS Humanitarian 
Agenda analyzes the challenges and opportunities for generating better humanitarian outcomes.  
 
Report 
Arms Procurement and Corruption in the Gulf Monarchies 
May 11, 2020 | Zoltan Barany The Gulf monarchies are in need of reevaluating the corruption prevalent 
in their arms procurement following the impacts of the Coronavirus and plummeting oil prices, writes 
an Affiliate of CSIS’s Burke Chair in Strategy.  
 
 
ODI   [to 16 May 2020] 
https://www.odi.org/  
Selected Press Releases & Reports 
Mobilising revenue: opportunities for lower-income countries during the pandemic 
Briefing papers | May 2020 | Hazel Granger, Iain Steel, Kyle McNabb, Harshil Parekh, David Phillips and 
Lucie Gadenne 
This brief presents tax policy strategies to help build more effective tax systems for the future. 
 
Strengthening coordinated education planning and response in crises: Iraq case study 
Research reports and studies | May 2020 | Amina Khan, Dina Mansour-Ille and Susan Nicolai 
This report looks at coordinating education in emergencies in the context of Iraq. 
 
Strengthening coordinated education planning and response in crises: Syria case study 
Research reports and studies | May 2020 | Allison Anderson, Arran Magee and Susan Nicolai 
This report looks at coordinating education in emergencies in the context of Syria 
 
Strengthening coordinated education planning and response in crises: Democratic 
Republic of the Congo case study 
Research reports and studies | May 2020 | Amina Khan, Joseph Wales, Susan Nicolai and Charlotte 
Caron 
This report looks at coordinating education in emergencies in the context of the Democratic Republic of 
Congo. 
 
Strengthening coordinated education planning and response in crises: Bangladesh case 
study 
Research reports and studies | May 2020 | Arran Magee, Vidya Diwakar and Susan Nicolai 
This reports look at coordinating education in emergencies in the context of Bangladesh. 
 
Strengthening coordinated education planning and response in crises: synthesis report 
Research reports and studies | May 2020 | Susan Nicolai, Vidya Diwakar, Amina Khan, Dina Mansour-
Ille and Allison Anderson 
This synthesis paper draws together evidence from the Global analysis report and from across country 
case studies. 
 
Strengthening coordinated education planning and response in crises: Chad case study 
Research reports and studies | May 2020 | Anne-Lise Dewulf, Amina Khan and Susan Nicolai 
This report looks at coordinating education in emergencies in the context of Chad. 
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Strengthening coordinated education planning and response in crises: Ethiopia case study 
Research reports and studies | May 2020 | Joseph Wales, Amina Khan and Susan Nicolai 
This report looks at coordinating education in emergencies in the context of Ethiopia. 
 
Strengthening coordinated education planning and response in crises: global analysis 
framework 
Research reports and studies | May 2020 | Susan Nicolai, Allison Anderson, Marian Hodgkin, Arran 
Magee and Amina Khan 
This report puts forth a framework for education coordination in crisis contexts. 
 
Rebel rule of law: Taliban courts in the west and north-west of Afghanistan 
Briefing papers | May 2020 | Ashley Jackson and Florian Weigand 
Tracing the evolution of the post-2001 Taliban justice system and its implications for future Afghan 
peace talks. 
 
 
RoRI [Research on Research Institute]  [to 16 May 2020] 
http://researchonresearch.org/ 
We're an open and independent new initiative providing data, analysis and intelligence on how to make 
research systems more strategic, open, diverse and inclusive. 
RoRI News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Urban Institute   [to 16 May 2020] 
https://www.urban.org/publications 
Publications 
Can Unemployment Numbers Predict the Number of Mortgages That Will Go into 
Forbearance?  
Estimating how many of the 33.4 million borrowers who have government-backed mortgages will ask 
for forbearance in the coming months is critical for policymakers to know how much support mortgage 
servicers require to remain operational. Most mortgage market analysts have modeled homeowners’ 
forbearance take-up on the unemployment rate. The researchers explain how complicated this 
calculation is, that it should be based on the  
Laurie Goodman, Michael Neal, Jung Hyun Choi 
May 15, 2020  
Brief 
  
The Mortgage Market Has Caught the Virus  
While the nation's housing and mortgage markets aren’t causing the broader economic disruption in 
this crisis, as they did in the last, they are suffering from its effects. The authors discuss how these 
markets are straining under the weight of the disruption, what policymakers should do about it and 
what longer term implications we should draw from the experience.  
Laurie Goodman, Jim Parrott, Bob Ryan, Mark M. Zandi 
May 14, 2020  
Brief 
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Data Snapshot of Youth Incarceration in Ohio  
Consistent with national trends, youth incarceration in Ohio has declined significantly during the past 
decade. Notably, however, the average daily population in the state’s youth prisons actually increased 
each year between 2016 and 2019. Reductions in youth incarceration allowed the Ohio Department of 
Youth Services (DYS) to close five of its eight juvenile correctional facilities over the last decade, yet 
the state still  
Andreea Matei, Samantha Harvell 
May 13, 2020  
Brief 
  
Catalyzing Policing Reform with Data: Technical Appendix  
In the report Catalyzing Police Reform with Data: Policing Typology for Los Angeles Neighborhoods, we 
created a typology that elucidates the relationship between resident-initiated and police-initiated 
activity in the City of Los Angeles, as well as explore how that relationship varies across 
neighborhoods, by synthesizing data sources on calls for service, stops, arrests, and crime. The open 
data come from the Los Angeles Open  
Alena Stern, Ashlin Oglesby-Neal, Kathryn L.S. Pettit 
May 12, 2020  
Technical Paper 
  
Catalyzing Policing Reform with Data  
Strong community-police relationships are essential to public safety, and these relationships influence 
how communities engage with the police. We created a typology based on multiple aspects of policing 
that reveals a relationship between resident-initiated and police-initiated activity, and explores how that 
relationship varies across neighborhoods. We found that resident calls for service and police stops and 
arrests  
Ashlin Oglesby-Neal, Alena Stern, Kathryn L.S. Pettit 
May 12, 2020  
Research Report 
  
Why the Most Affordable Homes Increased the Most in Price between 2000 and 2019  
This report investigates home price appreciation in three tiers (low, moderate and high price) from 
2000 to 2019, nationally and in 285 metropolitan statistical areas (MSAs) in an attempt to identify 
which factors influence the different appreciation rates. We find that, nationally, from January 2000 to 
December 2019, prices for the lower-priced homes increased 126.2 percent, compared to 99.8 percent 
for medium-priced and 86.4  
Jung Hyun Choi, John Walsh, Laurie Goodman 
May 12, 2020  
Research Report 
  
Tax Incentives for Retirement Savings  
Federal tax law provides substantial tax incentives for retirement saving. These include the deferral of 
taxes on contributions to retirement savings accounts by employers, employees, and self-employed 
taxpayers and the earnings on these contributions until the funds are withdrawn in retirement for 
traditional retirement accounts; the exemption of investment income accrued within retirement 
accounts for Roth retirement accounts  
Eric Toder, Surachai Khitatrakun, Aravind Boddupalli 
May 11, 2020  
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Brief 
  
  
The Wistar Institute   [to 16 May 2020] 
https://www.wistar.org/news/press-releases 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Economic Forum    [to 16 May 2020] 
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/ 
Media 
CEO Action Group Will Support European Commission on Advancing European Green Deal  
News 14 May 2020  
 
COVID-19 will compromise the transition to clean energy without urgent stakeholder 
action  
News 13 May 2020  
 

 
*                      *                       *                        * 
 
 

:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will primarily monitor press/media releases announcing key initiatives and new research from a 
growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, humanitarian 
response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended to be exhaustive, but 
indicative.  
 
 

Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 16 May 2020] 
https://alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/ 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 16 May 2020] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
Press Releases and Statements  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Blue Meridian Partners [to 16 May 2020] 
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/ 
Blue Meridian Partners is a new capital aggregation collaboration that plans to invest at least $1 billion 
in high-performance nonprofits that are poised to have truly national impact for economically 
disadvantaged children and youth.  
No new digest content identified. 
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Annie E. Casey Foundation   [to 16 May 2020] 
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/ 
Newsroom 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clinton Foundation  [to 16 May 2020] 
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements 
Press Release  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Co Impact   [to 16 May 2020] 
www.co-impact.io 
Co-Impact is a global philanthropic collaborative for systems change focused on improving the lives of 
millions of people around the world. 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Ford Foundation  [to 16 May 2020] 
http://www.fordfoundation.org/ 
Equals Change Blog  11 May 2020  
‘I guess this is my life. I have no options.’  
By Ford Foundation  
 
Equals Change Blog   11 May 2020  
Rebuilding New York after COVID-19  
By Stefanie Barton  
 
 
J. Paul Getty Trust  [to 16 May 2020] 
http://news.getty.edu/ 
Latest News 
May 14, 2020 
Getty Research Institute Acquires Archive of Performance Artist Rachel Rosenthal 
   LOS ANGELES – The Getty Research Institute has acquired the archive of American performance 
artist Rachel Rosenthal (1926-2015). The archive documents her entire career as a pioneer of 
performance art and feminist art. 
    “One of the key figures in the development of theater, performance and feminist art in Los Angeles, 
Rachel Rosenthal has left an indelible mark on Southern California art and on the art of performance 
theater more broadly,” said Mary Miller, director of the Getty Research Institute (GRI). “Rosenthal’s 
archive amplifies the GRI’s collections in performance art, feminist art, and the history of art in 
Southern California and is a significant addition to our resources.” 
   The Rachel Rosenthal papers, ca 1920s – 2015, cover every phase of Rosenthal’s career, including 
early years in Paris and New York, her formative time in the artistic scene surrounding Robert 
Rauschenberg and Jasper Johns in the late 1940s and early 1950s, her development of the 
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experimental theater company Instant Theatre in the 1950s and 60s, her awakening into the feminist 
movement in the 1970s and her mature performance and theater pieces. The collection includes many 
diaries and sketchbooks, extensive correspondence, and photographs and audiovisual documentation 
of Rosenthal’s major projects… 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 16 May 2020] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

Grameen Foundation    [to 16 May 2020] 
https://grameenfoundation.org/stories/press-releases 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  [to 16 May 2020] 
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/  
Latest Updates  
Update from the Western Conservation Communications Hub: Digital communications 
efforts get boost   
Environment   May 14, 2020  
 
 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  [to 16 May 2020] 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
Our News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IKEA Foundation    [to 16 May 2020] 
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/ 
Stories 
Building robust local supply chains in Kenya 
Nearly 50% of harvested fruit and vegetables in Kenya is lost before it even reaches the customer, due 
to fragmented and uninformed supply chains. That means for every avocado you... 
May 15, 2020 
 
Our donation to MSF will help protect communities most vulnerable to COVID-19 
The IKEA Foundation has donated €3 million to our partner Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) to support 
their work during the COVID-19 pandemic. This donation comes from the €10 million fund... 
May 14, 2020 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 16 May 2020] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news 
Research  May 14 2020  
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Discovery of Malaria Parasite’s Clock Could Pave Way to New Treatments 
The parasite that causes malaria has its own internal clock, explaining the disease’s rhythmic fevers 
and opening new pathways for therapeutics.  
 
Research  May 11 2020  
SARS-CoV-2 Targets Many Cell Types, Analysis of Single-Cell Data Suggests 
The new coronavirus invades cells that sport certain molecules on their surfaces. A network of 
researchers realized they already had the data to identify these cells.  
 
 
Kaiser Family Foundation  [to 16 May 2020] 
https://www.kff.org/search/?post_type=press-release 
May 15, 2020   News Release  
As People Lose Jobs Due to the Coronavirus Crisis and Enroll in Medicaid, Survey Finds 
States Anticipate Medicaid Budget Shortfalls 
Many states that shared budget projections in response to a new KFF survey of state Medicaid officials 
report that they expect to see Medicaid budget shortfalls due to rising Medicaid spending and 
enrollment as people lose jobs amid the coronavirus pandemic and more people enroll in the 
government health insurance… 
 
May 13, 2020   News Release  
Hospitals with More Private Insurance Revenue, Larger Operating Margins and Less 
Uncompensated Care Received More Federal Coronavirus Relief Funding Than Others  
Hospitals that in normal times derive most of their revenue from patients with private insurance 
received more than twice as much federal coronavirus relief funding per bed than the hospitals that get 
the smallest share of private insurance money, finds a new KFF analysis of the first $50 billion in… 
 
May 13, 2020   News Release  
As Unemployment Skyrockets, KFF Estimates More than 20 Million People Losing Job-
Based Health Coverage Will Become Eligible for ACA Coverage through Medicaid or 
Marketplace Tax Credits 
Coverage Losses Will Affect At Least a Million Residents in Each of Eight States: California, Texas, 
Pennsylvania, New York, Georgia, Florida, Michigan and Ohio With more than 31 million workers filing 
unemployment claims between March 1 and May 2 as the coronavirus crisis hit the nation’s economy, a 
new KFF… 
 
May 12, 2020   News Release  
New Analysis Reveals Gaps in Abortion Coverage for Employees with Employer-Sponsored 
Plans 
New analysis of KFF’s 2019 Employer Benefits Survey finds that 10% of workers covered by employer-
sponsored health insurance are employed at a firm that has asked their insurer or third party 
administrator to exclude abortion coverage from their health plan. Employer-sponsored coverage is the 
primary source of health benefits in… 
 
 
Kellogg Foundation  [to 16 May 2020] 
https://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media 
Selected Announcements 
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No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Aga Khan Foundation   [to 16 May 2020] 
https://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation 
Press Releases 
13 May 2020 
AKAH and partners launch key infrastructure projects in Tajikistan  
 
 
MacArthur Foundation  [to 16 May 2020] 
http://www.macfound.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation   [to 16 May 2020] 

https://mellon.org/ 
Mellon News, Press Releases 
Grantee News 
$1.76 Million in Emergency Grants Distributed to 16 Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities in Response to the COVID-19 Pandemic 
May 13, 2020 
 
 
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation [to 16 May 2020] 
https://www.moore.org/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Open Society Foundations  [to 16 May 2020] 
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/newsroom 
Press releases 
May 13, 2020  
Open Society Foundations Support Smallholder Farmers Facing Climate Risk  
   … Open Society’s impact investing arm, the Soros Economic Development Fund (SEDF), is 
committing $10 million to the InsuResilience Investment Fund—which in turn invests in companies that 
offer affordable insurance products for smallholders and microenterprises exposed to climate-related 
risks, as well as technology platforms that enable the creation and distribution of these insurance 
products. 
   InsuResilience targets smallholders making less than $15 a day, with a specific focus on those who 
are particularly exposed to the risk of losing crops or livestock due to climate change–related flooding, 
droughts, and other natural catastrophes. 
   The fund hopes to reach 100,000 low-income households around the world… 
 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation  [to 16 May 2020] 
http://www.packard.org/news/ 
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News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
   
Pew Charitable Trusts  [to 16 May 2020] 
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room 
Press Releases & Statements  
Opinion   May 10, 2020 
Federal Health IT Rules Remain on Track to Improve Care and Public Health 
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 16 May 2020] 
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/ 
The Latest  
National Covid-19 Testing Action Plan 
   Our National Covid-19 Testing Action Plan lays out the precise steps necessary to enact robust 
testing, tracing, and coordination to more safely reopen our economy – starting with a dramatic 
expansion of testing from 1 million tests per week to initially 3 million per week and then 30 million per 
week, backed by an Emergency Network for Covid-19 Testing to coordinate and underwrite the testing 
market, a public-private testing technology accelerator, and a national initiative to rapidly expand and 
optimize the use of U.S., university, and local lab capacity. The plan also includes: launching a Covid 
Community Healthcare Corps so every American can easily get tested with privacy-centric contact 
tracing; a testing data commons and digital platform to track Covid-19 statuses, resources, and 
effective treatment protocols across states and be a clearinghouse for data on new technologies; and a 
Pandemic Testing Board, in line with other recommendations, to bridge divides across governmental 
jurisdictions and professional fields. 
   Full Report: https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/04/TheRockefellerFoundation_WhitePaper_Covid19_ 
4_22_2020.pdf 
Field Note Cities on the Frontline: GRCN May 14-2020  
 
Announcements The Rockefeller Foundation Adds New Members to Testing Solutions 
Group to Expand Pandemic Testing Across U.S. May 14-2020  
 
Blog Post In Kenya, Two Heroes Weathering the Covid-19 Storm Together May 13-2020  
 
Field Note Protecting Kenya’s Slums May 12-2020  
 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  [to 16 May 2020] 
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/  
Latest News and Highlights 
David R. Williams, Preeminent Scholar on Race and Health, Elected to RWJF Board of 
Trustees  
May 12, 2020 
   The Foundation welcomes a new Trustee, Dr. Williams, whose research focuses on the complex ways 
in which health is affected by factors such as socioeconomic status, stress, racism, social conditions, 
and health behaviors. 
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Science Philanthropy Alliance   [to 16 May 2020] 
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/ 
“…a group of organizations working together to increase philanthropic support for basic scientific 
research on a global basis…” 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SDG Philanthropy Platform 
http://sdgfunders.org/ 
SDG Philanthropy Platform is a collaboration between philanthropy and the greater international 
development community led by Foundation Center, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
and Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, and supported by the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, Ford 
Foundation and the MasterCard Foundation, the Brach Family Foundation, and other key organizations 
such as Asociación de Fundaciones Empresariales (AFE) in Colombia, Brach Family Charitable 
Foundation, CAF America, Council on Foundations, East Africa Association of Grantmakers (EAAG), 
European Foundation Centre, Filantropi Indonesia (FI), GlobalGiving, The Humanitarian Forum, World 
Congress of Muslim Philanthropists, and Worldwide Initiatives for Grantmaker Support (WINGS). 
Selected Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation  [to 16 May 2020] 
https://sloan.org/about/press  
Press Releases  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 16 May 2020] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
News | 14 May 2020  
Julia Gillard appointed as next Chair of Wellcome 
   Julia Gillard, the former Prime Minister of Australia, has been appointed as the next Chair of 
Wellcome. She will will succeed Eliza Manningham-Buller, who is stepping down from the role in April 
2021. 
 
News | 12 May 2020  
Wellcome Leap announces leadership team  
   Wellcome Leap, a not-for-profit organisation founded by Wellcome to accelerate innovations that 
benefit global health, will be led by Regina E. Dugan as CEO and Jay Flatley as Chair. 
   With initial funding of $300 million, Wellcome Leap will undertake bold, unconventional programmes 
and fund them at scale. These programmes will target complex human health challenges with the goal 
of achieving breakthrough scientific and technological solutions within a decade… 
 

:::::: 
 
Candid [formerly Foundation Center and GuideStar]  [to 16 May 2020 
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https://candid.org/about/press-room?fcref=pg 
Press Room 
Candid Announces Four New Appointments to Board of Trustees  
Source: Candid press release 
   New York, NY—May 12, 2020. Candid announced the appointment of Naila Farouky, CEO of the Arab 
Foundations Forum; Rosa Gallego, director of International Relations for Asociación Española 
de Fundaciones; Matt Gee, co-founder and CEO of BrightHive; and Rhett Mabry, president of The Duke 
Endowment to its Board of Trustees as of May 1… 
 
 
Council on Foundations  [to 16 May 2020] 
https://www.cof.org/newsroom 
Newsroom 
No new digest content identified. 
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:: Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in human 
rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be exhaustive. We will 
add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon recommendation from 
readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content but note that successful access 
to some of the articles and other content may require subscription or other access arrangement unique 
to the publisher. Please suggest additional journals you feel warrant coverage. 
 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
May 2020 Volume 48, Issue 5, p471-590  
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
The Importance of Hand Hygiene in the Current Healthcare Environment 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
May 2020 Volume 58, Issue 5, p613-756  
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
May 2020  110(5) 
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
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Volume 102, Issue 4, April 2020  
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/14761645/102/4 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
5 May 2020  Volume 172, Issue 9 
http://annals.org/aim/issue 
Original Research 
The Incubation Period of Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) From Publicly Reported 
Confirmed Cases: Estimation and Application 
FREE 
Stephen A. Lauer, MS, PhD, Kyra H. Grantz, BA, Qifang Bi, MHS, Forrest K. Jones, MPH, Qulu 
Zheng, MHS, … et al.  
  Using news reports and press releases from provinces, regions, and countries outside Wuhan, Hubei 
province, China, this analysis estimates the length of the incubation period of COVID-19 and its public 
health implications. 
 
Ideas and Opinions 
Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19): Protecting Hospitals From the Invisible 
FREE 
Michael Klompas, MD, MPH 
  COVID-19 is optimized to spread widely: Its signs and symptoms are largely indistinguishable from 
those of other respiratory viruses. This commentary specifically addresses best ways to protect our 
hospitals against COVID-19. 
 
How Should U.S. Hospitals Prepare for Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19)? 
FREE 
Vineet Chopra, MD, MSc, Eric Toner, MD, Richard Waldhorn, MD, and Laraine Washer, MD 
  Estimates suggest that COVID-19 will stress bed capacity, equipment, and health care personnel in 
U.S. hospitals in ways not previously experienced. How can health systems prepare to care for a large 
influx of patients with this disease? 
 
 
Antiquity – A Review of World Archeology 
Issue 374 - April 2020 
https://antiquity.ac.uk/latest 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Artificial Intelligence – An International Journal 
Volume 282   May 2020 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/artificial-intelligence/vol/282/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 

http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/14761645/102/4
http://annals.org/aim/issue
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https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/M20-0504
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/M20-0504
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/M20-0504
javascript:void(0)
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/M20-0751
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/M20-0751
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/M20-0907
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/M20-0907
https://antiquity.ac.uk/latest
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/artificial-intelligence/vol/282/suppl/C
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/


   

  

(Accessed 16 May 2020) 
Determinants of catastrophic health expenditures in Iran: a systematic review and meta-
analysis  
Authors: Leila Doshmangir, Mahmood Yousefi, Edris Hasanpoor, Behzad Eshtiagh and Hassan 
Haghparast-Bidgoli 
Content type: Review 
15 May 2020 
 
 
BMJ Global Health 
April 2020 - Volume 5 - Suppl 1 
https://gh.bmj.com/content/5/Suppl_1 
Reaching conflict-affected women and children with health and nutrition interventions 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 16 May 2020) 
Building collective power in citizen-led initiatives for health accountability in Guatemala: 
the role of networks  
Citizen-led accountability initiatives are a critical strategy for redressing the causes of health 
inequalities and promoting better health system governance. A growing body of evidence points to the 
need for ...  
Authors: Alison Hernández, Anna-Karin Hurtig, Isabel Goicolea, Miguel San Sebastián, Fernando Jerez, 
Francisco Hernández-Rodríguez and Walter Flores 
Citation: BMC Health Services Research 2020 20:416  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 13 May 2020 
 
Methodology for assessment of public health emergency preparedness and response 
synergies between institutional authorities and communities  
This paper describes a participatory methodology that supports investigation of the 
synergistic collaboration between communities affected by infectious disease outbreak events and 
relevant official institutio...  
Authors: Daniel H. de Vries, John Kinsman, Judit Takacs, Svetla Tsolova and Massimo Ciotti 
Citation: BMC Health Services Research 2020 20:411  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 11 May 2020 
 
Barriers to managing and delivery of care to war-injured survivors or patients with non-
communicable disease: a qualitative study of Palestinian patients’ and policy-makers’ 
perspectives  
Improving access to optimal quality of care is a core priority and ambitious health policy goal in spite of 
impediments, threats and challenges in Palestine. Understanding the factors that may impede quality 
o...  
Authors: Marwan Mosleh, Yousef Al Jeesh, Koustuv Dalal, Charli Eriksson, Heidi Carlerby and Eija 
Viitasara 
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Citation: BMC Health Services Research 2020 20:406  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 11 May 2020 
 
Uptake and acceptability of human papillomavirus self-sampling in rural and remote 
aboriginal communities: evaluation of a nurse-led community engagement model  
Aboriginal women experience disproportionately higher rates of cervical cancer mortality yet are less 
likely to participate in screening for early detection. This study sought to determine whether a 
community-...  
Authors: Tegan Dutton, Jo Marjoram, Shellie Burgess, Laurinne Montgomery, Anne Vail, Nichole Callan, 
Sunil Jacob, David Hawkes, Marion Saville and Jannine Bailey 
Citation: BMC Health Services Research 2020 20:398  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 11 May 2020 
 
 
BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 16 May 2020) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Medical Ethics  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 
(Accessed 16 May 2020)  
Research article  Open Access 
Knowledge and attitudes of physicians toward research ethics and scientific misconduct in 
Lebanon  
Authors: Bilal Azakir, Hassan Mobarak, Sami Al Najjar, Azza Abou El Naga and Najlaa Mashaal 
Citation: BMC Medical Ethics 2020 21:39  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 14 May 2020 
Abstract 
Background 
Despite the implementation of codes and declarations of medical research ethics, unethical behavior is 
still reported among researchers. Most of the medical faculties have included topics related to medical 
research ethics and developed ethical committees; yet, in some cases, unethical behaviors are still 
observed, and many obstacles are still conferring to applying these guidelines. 
Methods 
This cross-sectional questionnaire-based study was conducted by interviewing randomly selected 331 
Lebanese physicians across Lebanon, to assess their awareness, knowledge and attitudes on practice 
regarding international and national research ethics guidelines (Lebanese decrees/Laws and CNRS 
chart of ethics) and scientific misconduct and misbehaviors. 
Results 
Our results revealed that although majority of participants declared familiar with ethical principles 
governing research that involves human subjects (79.5%), the overall mean score achieved on their 
knowledge questions was 46%. Only 27.4% are aware of the presence of the Lebanese National 
Consultative Committee on Ethics (LNCCE), with only half of them aware of its functions and only 
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25.7% know about the charter of ethics and guiding principles of scientific research in Lebanon. 
Significant higher levels of research ethics knowledge were recorded among Ph.D. degree-holding 
subjects, higher university positions as in professors, research ethics trainings-attendees, and 
physicians with prior research experience. A significant correlation was observed between knowledge of 
research ethics principles and positive attitudes toward research ethics principles. Noteworthy, we 
found that more than one third of participants have reported witnessing scientific misconduct and 
misbehaviors at some period of their careers. 
Conclusions 
The presence of low mean awareness levels regarding research ethical principles among the study 
population of physicians and high levels of perception of scientific misconduct raises concern on the 
importance of implementing proper training for physicians on research ethics. 
 
Prioritising access to pandemic influenza vaccine: a review of the ethics literature  
Authors: Jane H. Williams and Angus Dawson 
Citation: BMC Medical Ethics 2020 21:40  
Content type: Review 
Published on: 14 May 2020 
Abstract 
Background 
The world is threatened by future pandemics. Vaccines can play a key role in preventing harm, but 
there will inevitably be shortages because there is no possibility of advance stockpiling. We therefore 
need some method of prioritising access. 
Main text 
This paper reports a critical interpretative review of the published literature that discusses ethical 
arguments used to justify how we could prioritise vaccine during an influenza pandemic. We found that 
the focus of the literature was often on proposing different groups as priorities (e.g. those with pre-
existing health conditions, the young, the old, health care workers etc.). Different reasons were often 
suggested as a means of justifying such priority groupings (e.g. appeal to best overall outcomes, 
fairness, belonging to a vulnerable or ‘at risk’ group etc.). We suggest that much of the literature, 
wrongly, assumes that we are able to plan priority groups prior to the time of a particular pandemic 
and development of a particular vaccine. We also point out the surprising absence of various issues 
from the literature (e.g. how vaccines fit within overall pandemic planning, a lack of specificity about 
place, issues of global justice etc.). 
Conclusions 
The literature proposes a wide range of ways to prioritise vaccines, focusing on different groups and 
‘principles’. Any plan to use pandemic vaccine must provide justifications for its prioritisation. The focus 
of this review was influenza pandemic vaccines, but lessons can be learnt for future allocations of 
coronavirus vaccine, if one becomes available. 
 
How do 66 European institutional review boards approve one protocol for an international 
prospective observational study on traumatic brain injury? Experiences from the CENTER-
TBI study  
The European Union (EU) aims to optimize patient protection and efficiency of health-care research by 
harmonizing procedures across Member States. Nonetheless, further improvements are required to 
increase mul...  
Authors: Marjolein Timmers, Jeroen T. J. M. van Dijck, Roel P. J. van Wijk, Valerie Legrand, Ernest van 
Veen, Andrew I. R. Maas, David K. Menon, Giuseppe Citerio, Nino Stocchetti and Erwin J. O. Kompanje 
Citation: BMC Medical Ethics 2020 21:36  
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Content type: Research article 
Published on: 12 May 2020 
 
Partnering with patients in healthcare research: a scoping review of ethical issues, 
challenges, and recommendations for practice  
Partnering with patients in healthcare research now benefits from a strong rationale and is encouraged 
by funding agencies and research institutions. However, this new approach raises ethical issues for 
patien...  
Authors: Joé T. Martineau, Asma Minyaoui and Antoine Boivin 
Citation: BMC Medical Ethics 2020 21:34  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 11 May 2020 
 
 
BMC Medicine 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content 
(Accessed 16 May 2020)  
Target Product Profiles for medical tests: a systematic review of current methods  
A Target Product Profile (TPP) outlines the necessary characteristics of an innovative product to 
address an unmet clinical need. TPPs could be used to better guide manufacturers in the development 
of ‘fit for...  
Authors: Paola Cocco, Anam Ayaz-Shah, Michael Paul Messenger, Robert Michael West and Bethany 
Shinkins 
Citation: BMC Medicine 2020 18:119  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 11 May 2020 
 
 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content 
(Accessed 16 May 2020) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Public Health 
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles 
(Accessed 16 May 2020) 
Vaccination card availability and childhood immunization in Senegal  
The World Health Organization recommends recording vaccination status according to maternal recall 
in countries where administrative reporting systems are insufficiently reliable, as maternal recall in 
develop...  
Authors: Valérie Seror, Sébastien Cortaredona, Elhadji Yaya Ly, Samba Ndiaye, Ibrahima Gaye, 
Mouhamadou Fall and Patrick Peretti-Watel 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2020 20:658  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 12 May 2020 
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Khat use and intimate partner violence in a refugee population: a qualitative study in Dollo 
Ado, Ethiopia  
Intimate partner violence (IPV) is the most common form of gender-based violence affecting women 
and girls worldwide and is exacerbated in humanitarian crises. There is evidence that substance use is 
associate...  
Authors: Vandana Sharma, Stephanos Papaefstathiou, Samuel Tewolde, Adaugo Amobi, Negussie 
Deyessa, Bridget Relyea and Jennifer Scott 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2020 20:670  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 12 May 2020 
 
A systematic review of sexual and reproductive health interventions for young people in 
humanitarian and lower-and-middle-income country settings  
Accessibility of sexual and reproductive health (SRH) services in many lower-and-middle-income 
countries (LMICs) and humanitarian settings remains limited, particularly for young people. Young 
people facing hu...  
Authors: Alethea Desrosiers, Theresa Betancourt, Yasmine Kergoat, Chiara Servilli, Lale Say and Loulou 
Kobeissi 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2020 20:666  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 12 May 2020 
 
 
BMC Research Notes  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content 
(Accessed 16 May 2020) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Open 
May 2020 - Volume 10 - 5 
https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/10/5 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Bulletin of the World Health Organization   
Volume 98, Number 5, May 2020 
https://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/98/5/en/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Child Care, Health and Development  
Volume 46, Issue 3  Pages: 249-396  May 2020 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13652214/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Child Abuse and Neglect: The International Journal 
Volume 103   May 2020 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/child-abuse-and-neglect/vol/103/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Clinical Therapeutics 
April 2020 Volume 42, Issue 4, p551-728, e65-e86  
http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Clinical Trials 
Volume 17 Issue 2, April 2020  
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/ctja/17/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Conflict and Health 
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 16 May 2020] 
Conducting operational research in humanitarian settings: is there a shared path for 
humanitarians, national public health authorities and academics?  
Authors: Enrica Leresche, Claudia Truppa, Christophe Martin, Ariana Marnicio, Rodolfo Rossi, Carla 
Zmeter, Hilda Harb, Randa Sami Hamadeh and Jennifer Leaning 
Content type: Debate 
13 May 2020 
Abstract 
In humanitarian contexts, it is a difficult and multi-faceted task to enlist academics, humanitarian 
actors and health authorities in a collaborative research effort. The lack of research in such settings has 
been widely described in the past decade, but few have analysed the challenges in building strong and 
balanced research partnerships. The major issues include considering operational priorities, ethical 
imperatives and power differentials. This paper analyses in two steps a collaborative empirical 
endeavour to assess health service utilization by Syrian refugee and Lebanese women undertaken by 
the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), the Lebanese Ministry of Public Health (MoPH) 
and the Harvard François-Xavier Bagnoud (FXB) Center… 
 
 
Contemporary Clinical Trials 
Volume 90   March 2020 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/contemporary-clinical-trials/vol/90/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The CRISPR Journal 
Volume 3, Issue 2 / April 2020 
https://www.liebertpub.com/toc/crispr/3/2 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Current Genetic Medicine Reports 
Volume 8, Issue 1, March 2020 
https://link.springer.com/journal/40142/8/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Current Opinion in Infectious Diseases 
June 2020 - Volume 33 - Issue 3  
https://journals.lww.com/co-infectiousdiseases/pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Developing World Bioethics 
Volume 20, Issue 1  Pages: 1-60  March 2020 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14718847/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Development in Practice  
Volume 30, Issue 2, 2020 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cdip20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Development Policy Review 
Volume 38, Issue 3  Pages: 283-407  May 2020 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14677679/current 
ARTICLES 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disability and Rehabilitation: Assistive Technology 
Volume 15, Issue 4, 2020 
http://informahealthcare.com/toc/idt/current 
Article 
Creating a digital memory notebook application for individuals with mild cognitive 
impairment to support everyday functioning 
Memory impairment can necessitate use of external memory aids to preserve functional independence. 
As external aids can be difficult to learn and remember to use, technology may improve the efficacy of 
current rehabilitation strategies. We detail the iterative development of a digital application of a paper-
and-pencil memory notebook. 
Nisha Raghunath, Jessamyn Dahmen, Katelyn Brown, Diane Cook & Maureen Schmitter-Edgecombe 
Pages: 421-431 
Published online: 25 Mar 2019 
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Disaster Medicine and Public Health Preparedness  
Volume 14 - Issue 1 - February 2020  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/disaster-medicine-and-public-health-preparedness/latest-
issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disasters 
Volume 44, Issue 2  Pages: 233-432  April 2020 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14677717/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
EMBO Reports 
Volume 21  Issue 5  6 May 2020 
https://www.embopress.org/toc/14693178/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Emergency Medicine Journal 
https://bmcemergmed.biomedcentral.com/articles 
[Accessed 16 May 2020] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Emerging Infectious Diseases 
Volume 26, Number 5—May 2020 
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Epidemics 
Volume 30  March 2020 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/epidemics/vol/30/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Epidemiology and Infection 
Volume 148 - 2020  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/epidemiology-and-infection/latest-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Ethics & Human Research  
Volume 42, Issue 2   Pages: 1-33   March–April 2020 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/25782363/current 
Incidental Findings :: Data Sharing N‐of‐1 Trials :: Deception 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Ethics & International Affairs 
Winter 2019 (33.4)   | December 2019  
https://www.ethicsandinternationalaffairs.org/2019/winter-2019-33-4/ 
[Reviewed earlier]  
 
 
The European Journal of Public Health 
Volume 30, Issue 2, April 2020 
https://academic.oup.com/eurpub/issue/30/2 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Food Policy  Volume 75 
Volume 92  April 2020 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/food-policy/vol/92/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Food Security  
Volume 12, Issue 2, April 2020 
https://link.springer.com/journal/12571/12/2 
Original Paper 
Assessing food and nutrition security in Nepal: evidence from diet diversity and food 
expenditure patterns  
Anjani Kumar, Ganesh Thapa, Ashok K. Mishra, P. K. Joshi 
 
Original Paper 
Towards concerted government efforts? Assessing nutrition policy integration in Uganda  
Brenda Shenute Namugumya, Jeroen J.L. Candel, Elise F. Talsma… 
 
Original Paper 
Comparing measures of urban food security in Accra, Ghana  
Cascade Tuholske, Kwaw Andam, Jordan Blekking, Tom Evans, Kelly Caylor 
 
Original Paper 
The impact of women’s access to agricultural extension on cropping practices in Timor-
Leste  
Sonia Akter, William Erskine, Luc Spyckerelle, Lucia Viana Branco…  
 
 
Forced Migration Review (FMR) 
FMR 63  February 2020  
https://www.fmreview.org/cities 
Cities and towns 
Cities and towns are on the frontline of receiving and welcoming people who have been displaced. In 
this issue of FMR, policymakers, practitioners, researchers, representatives of cities and international 
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city-focused alliances, and displaced people themselves debate the challenges facing both the urban 
authorities and their partners, and the people who come to live there. The issue also includes two 
‘general’ articles on other topics. 
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Michele de Medeiros Rocha, Emmanuel Paiva de Andrade, Edna Ribeiro Alves, João Carlos Cândido & 
Marcello de Miranda Borio 
Pages: 777-789 
Published online: 18 Feb 2020 
ABSTRACT 
Research & Development on new medicines plays an important role in life and well-being, making 
pharmaceutical companies important players in global health. Accessibility and financing new 
medicines, however, poses challenges for governments and patients around the world. Due to pricing 
and aggressive patent policy issues, pharma companies started to adopt access to medicines as a 
strategy to not only improve their public image but also to increase their economic performance. More 
than a useful institutional advertisement to attract new business, initiatives to improve access to 
medicines must be socially responsible and sustainable. Using content analysis methodology from CSR 
reports, the present study evaluated how 44 global companies are positioning themselves regarding 
access, whether these initiatives are aligned to existing access programmes and whether the actions 
disclosed on behalf of access are sustainable. We have identified 13 major access to medicines 
approaches that were classified into intrinsic, potentially sustainable and robust actions. We concluded 
that companies overvalue the term access to medicine. This can generate initiatives focused on 
advertisements rather than long-term actions and highlights the need for clear global criteria for 
companies and programmes that want to effectively publicise access to medicines as a social 
responsibility strategy. 
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Diabetes in a humanitarian crisis: Atypical clinical presentations and challenges to clinical- 
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Published online: 29 Jan 2020 
 
 
Globalization and Health 
http://www.globalizationandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 16 May 2020] 
COVID-19 in Africa: care and protection for frontline healthcare workers  
Authors: Matthew F. Chersich, Glenda Gray, Lee Fairlie, Quentin Eichbaum, Susannah Mayhew, Brian 
Allwood, Rene English, Fiona Scorgie, Stanley Luchters, Greg Simpson, Marjan Mosalman Haghighi, 
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Content type: Review 
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Responding to Ebola in the Democratic Republic of Congo 
by Humanitarian Practice Network    
This edition of Humanitarian Exchange, co-edited with Anne Harmer, focuses on the response to the 
Ebola outbreak in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). Although at the time of publication the 
outbreak appeared to have ended, over its course it claimed 2,200 lives, with more than 3,300 
infected, making this the world’s second largest outbreak ever. 
 
In the lead article, Natalie Roberts reflects on the extent to which humanitarian actors have applied 
learning from the outbreak in West Africa in 2014–2016. Richard Kojan and colleagues report on the 
NGO ALIMA’s flexible, patient-centred approach to reducing mortality, Marcela Ascuntar reflects on 
lessons learned from community feedback and Bernard Balibuno, Emanuel Mbuna Badjonga and 
Howard Mollett highlight the crucial role faith-based organisations have played in the response. In their 
article, Theresa Jones, Noé Kasali and Olivia Tulloch outline the work of the Bethesda counselling 
centre in Beni, which provides support to grieving families. Reflecting on findings from a recent 
assessment by Translators without Borders, Ellie Kemp describes the challenges involved in providing 
clear and accessible information on Ebola and the response, and Sung Joon Park and colleagues 
explain how humane care and treatment can help increase trust and confidence in the response. 
Stephen Mugamba and his co-authors highlight the importance of community involvement in Ebola 
research, and Gillian McKay and her co-authors examine the impact of the Ebola outbreak and 
response on sexual and reproductive health services. 
 
Stacey Mearns, Kiryn Lanning and Michelle Gayer present an Ebola Readiness Roadmap to support 
NGOs in preparing for an outbreak, while Edward Kumakech, Maurice Sadlier, Aidan Sinnott and Dan 
Irvine report on a Gap Analysis tool looking at the communication, community engagement and 
compliance tracking activities that need to be in place before an Ebola vaccine is deployed. Emanuele 
Bruni and colleagues describe the development of a new monitoring and evaluation framework for 
strategic response planning. The edition ends with an article by Adelicia Fairbanks, who argues for an 
acceptance strategy in the DRC to improve security and access for responding agencies. 
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Bridging human rights and social determinants of health: Argentina, Chile, Paraguay, and 
Uruguay 
Juan Smart, Alejandra Letelier  
The purpose of this paper is to do a systematic assessment and testing of identified human rights 
norms alongside social determinant approaches in relation to identified… 
 
Correlation between human rights promotion and health protection: a cross country 
analysis 
Sedef Akgungor, Kamiar Alaei, Weng-Fong Chao, Alexandra Harrington, Arash Alaei  
   The purpose of this paper is to explore the correlation among health outcomes, and civil and political 
rights (CPR) and also economic, social and cultural rights. The study uses cross-sectional data from 161 
countries. The authors use health outcomes and human rights variables in the model. In order to 
combine dimensions of human rights, this paper uses factor analysis and obtains proxy variables that 
measure economic, social and cultural rights and CPR. The two proxy variables are used as 
independent variables to explain variations in health in a regression model. The paper then classifies 
countries by cluster analysis and explores the patterns of different components of human rights and 
health outcomes across country clusters. 
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JAMA  
May 12, 2020, Vol 323, No. 18, Pages 1749-1862  
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/currentissue 
Research Letter 
Ethics Committee Reviews of Applications for Research Studies at 1 Hospital in China 
During the 2019 Novel Coronavirus Epidemic  
Hui Zhang, MBBS; Fengmin Shao, MD, PhD; Jianqin Gu, MD, PhD; et al.  
free access has active quiz  
JAMA. 2020;323(18):1844-1846. doi:10.1001/jama.2020.4362  
   This study reviews research ethics committee applications for COVID-19–related research at a 
Chinese hospital in February 2020 to characterize study type, approval rate and review time, reason for 
revision or denial, and issues with informed consent. 
…Results  
   Ethics review conferences, held once every month in nonepidemic periods, were held 4 times in 35 
days. The mean time was 2.13 days from application submissions until an initial review decision was 
made. For applications that required modifications, the mean time was 1.81 days for the resubmission 
to be reviewed again. 
   Forty-one applications were reviewed, including interventional studies (n = 21); diagnostic studies 
(n = 7); observational studies (n = 10); and other types (n = 3). Six (14.6%) were approved; 4 (9.8%), 
rejected; and 31 (75.6%), referred for modification. 
   Of the 4 rejected applications, 2 were denied because 1 involved a new, unapproved interferon-alfa 
treatment and another involved traditional Chinese medicine with many potential adverse reactions, so 
the potential risks outweighed benefits. The other 2 studies were denied because the laboratory 
biosafety level was inadequate, which may have led to virus leakage. 
   Of the 31 applications that required modifications, the issues with the research proposals and 
informed consent forms are indicated in Table 1 and Table 2. The most frequent issues with proposals 
were lack of statistical basis for the sample size calculation and deficiencies in inclusion and exclusion 
criteria. The most frequent issues with informed consent forms were that patients were not informed of 
the risks and that compensation was unreasonable. 
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The COVID-19 Pandemic in the USA Clinical Update  
Saad B. Omer, MBBS, PhD; Preeti Malani, MD, MSJ; Carlos del Rio, MD  
free access has active quiz has multimedia has audio  
JAMA. 2020;323(18):1767-1768. doi:10.1001/jama.2020.5788  
   This Viewpoint provides a summary update of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) in the US, 
discussing case-fatality rates, interpretation of polymerase chain reaction test results, duration of 
immunity, reinfection, and more. 
   Audio Interview: Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update: Clinical Review  
 
Editorial 
A Bold Response to the COVID-19 PandemicMedical Students, National Service, and Public 
Health  
Howard Bauchner, MD; Joshua Sharfstein, MD  
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Pandemic  
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Douglas B. White, MD, MAS; Bernard Lo, MD  
free access has active quiz has multimedia has audio  
JAMA. 2020;323(18):1773-1774. doi:10.1001/jama.2020.5046  
   This Viewpoint describes a framework for rationing ventilators during the COVID-19 pandemic should 
intensive care units find themselves with more patients than they can care for, using a score-based 
system that incorporates patients’ likelihood of surviving to hospital discharge and beyond and their 
role in the public health response to the outbreak. 
   Audio Interview: Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update: Fairly Rationing ICU Care  
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Pharmacologic Treatments for Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19)A Review  
James M. Sanders, PhD, PharmD; Marguerite L. Monogue, PharmD; Tomasz Z. Jodlowski, PharmD; et 
al.  
free access has active quiz  
JAMA. 2020;323(18):1824-1836. doi:10.1001/jama.2020.6019  
   This narrative review summarizes what is currently known about how SARS-CoV-2 infects cells and 
causes disease as a basis for considering whether chloroquine, remdisivir and other antivirals, or other 
existing drugs might be effective treatment for coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19). 
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Abstract 
This commentary aims to elaborate challenges in the regulatory approaches for accessing and 
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collaboration between licensed clinicians, researchers, regulatory authorities, manufacturers and 
patients. 
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The Lancet 
The COVID-19 pandemic continues to worsen in the USA with 1·3 million cases and an estimated death 
toll of 80 684 as of May 12. States that were initially the hardest hit, such as New York and New 
Jersey, have decelerated the rate of infections and deaths after the implementation of 2 months of 
lockdown. However, the emergence of new outbreaks in Minnesota, where the stay-at-home order is 
set to lift in mid-May, and Iowa, which did not enact any restrictions on movement or commerce, has 
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prompted pointed new questions about the inconsistent and incoherent national response to the 
COVID-19 crisis. 
 
The US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the flagship agency for the nation's public 
health, has seen its role minimised and become an ineffective and nominal adviser in the response to 
contain the spread of the virus. The strained relationship between the CDC and the federal government 
was further laid bare when, according to The Washington Post, Deborah Birx, the head of the US 
COVID-19 Task Force and a former director of the CDC's Global HIV/AIDS Division, cast doubt on the 
CDC's COVID-19 mortality and case data by reportedly saying: “There is nothing from the CDC that I 
can trust”. This is an unhelpful statement, but also a shocking indictment of an agency that was once 
regarded as the gold standard for global disease detection and control. How did an agency that was 
the first point of contact for many national health authorities facing a public health threat become so 
ill-prepared to protect the public's health? 
 
In the decades following its founding in 1946, the CDC became a national pillar of public health and 
globally respected. It trained cadres of applied epidemiologists to be deployed in the USA and abroad. 
CDC scientists have helped to discover new viruses and develop accurate tests for them. CDC support 
was instrumental in helping WHO to eradicate smallpox. However, funding to the CDC for a long time 
has been subject to conservative politics that have increasingly eroded the agency's ability to mount 
effective, evidence-based public health responses. In the 1980s, the Reagan administration resisted 
providing the sufficient budget that the CDC needed to fight the HIV/AIDS crisis. The George W Bush 
administration put restrictions on global and domestic HIV prevention and reproductive health 
programming. 
 
The Trump administration further chipped away at the CDC's capacity to combat infectious diseases. 
CDC staff in China were cut back with the last remaining CDC officer recalled home from the China CDC 
in July, 2019, leaving an intelligence vacuum when COVID-19 began to emerge. In a press conference 
on Feb 25, Nancy Messonnier, director of the CDC's National Center for Immunization and Respiratory 
Diseases, warned US citizens to prepare for major disruptions to movement and everyday life. 
Messonnier subsequently no longer appeared at White House briefings on COVID-19. More recently, 
the Trump administration has questioned guidelines that the CDC has provided. These actions have 
undermined the CDC's leadership and its work during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
There is no doubt that the CDC has made mistakes, especially on testing in the early stages of the 
pandemic. The agency was so convinced that it had contained the virus that it retained control of all 
diagnostic testing for severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2, but this was followed by the 
admission on Feb 12 that the CDC had developed faulty test kits. The USA is still nowhere near able to 
provide the basic surveillance or laboratory testing infrastructure needed to combat the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 
But punishing the agency by marginalising and hobbling it is not the solution. The Administration is 
obsessed with magic bullets—vaccines, new medicines, or a hope that the virus will simply disappear. 
But only a steadfast reliance on basic public health principles, like test, trace, and isolate, will see the 
emergency brought to an end, and this requires an effective national public health agency. The CDC 
needs a director who can provide leadership without the threat of being silenced and who has the 
technical capacity to lead today's complicated effort. 
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The Trump administration's further erosion of the CDC will harm global cooperation in science and 
public health, as it is trying to do by defunding WHO. A strong CDC is needed to respond to public 
health threats, both domestic and international, and to help prevent the next inevitable pandemic. 
Americans must put a president in the White House come January, 2021, who will understand that 
public health should not be guided by partisan politics. 
 
Comment 
What policy makers need to know about COVID-19 protective immunity 
Daniel M Altmann, Daniel C Douek, Rosemary J Boyton 
   … Most of the available COVID-19 serology data derive from people who have been hospitalised with 
severe infection.8,18 In this group, around 90% develop IgG antibodies within the first 2 weeks of 
symptomatic infection and this appearance coincides with disappearance of virus,18 supporting a 
causal relationship between these events. However, a key question concerns antibodies in non-
hospitalised individuals who either have milder disease or no symptoms. Anecdotal results from 
community samples yield estimates of under 10% of tested “controls” developing specific IgG 
antibodies. We await larger seroprevalence datasets, but it seems likely that natural exposure during 
this pandemic might, in the short to medium term, not deliver the required level of herd immunity and 
there will be a substantial need for mass vaccination programmes… 
 
The COVID-19 response for vulnerable people in places affected by conflict and 
humanitarian crises 
David Nott 
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Remdesivir in adults with severe COVID-19: a randomised, double-blind, placebo-
controlled, multicentre trial 
Yeming Wang, et al. 
 
Review 
Artificial intelligence and the future of global health 
Nina Schwalbe, Brian Wahl 
Summary  
Concurrent advances in information technology infrastructure and mobile computing power in many 
low and middle-income countries (LMICs) have raised hopes that artificial intelligence (AI) might help 
to address challenges unique to the field of global health and accelerate achievement of the health-
related sustainable development goals. A series of fundamental questions have been raised about AI-
driven health interventions, and whether the tools, methods, and protections traditionally used to make 
ethical and evidence-based decisions about new technologies can be applied to AI. Deployment of AI 
has already begun for a broad range of health issues common to LMICs, with interventions focused 
primarily on communicable diseases, including tuberculosis and malaria. Types of AI vary, but most use 
some form of machine learning or signal processing. Several types of machine learning methods are 
frequently used together, as is machine learning with other approaches, most often signal processing. 
AI-driven health interventions fit into four categories relevant to global health researchers: (1) 
diagnosis, (2) patient morbidity or mortality risk assessment, (3) disease outbreak prediction and 
surveillance, and (4) health policy and planning. However, much of the AI-driven intervention research 
in global health does not describe ethical, regulatory, or practical considerations required for 
widespread use or deployment at scale. Despite the field remaining nascent, AI-driven health 
interventions could lead to improved health outcomes in LMICs. Although some challenges of 
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developing and deploying these interventions might not be unique to these settings, the global health 
community will need to work quickly to establish guidelines for development, testing, and use, and 
develop a user-driven research agenda to facilitate equitable and ethical use.  
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dissemination. 
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The pandemic pipeline  
Companies are doing their best to accelerate experimental drugs and vaccines for COVID-19 through 
the pipeline. Each faces its own set of challenges, but all agree on the need for a radical rethink of the 
clinical development process for pandemics. 
John Hodgson 
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Adapting the ordre public and morality exclusion of European patent law to accommodate 
emerging technologies  
Patent law’s existing public policy exclusion should be reinterpreted and a new method introduced for 
assessing the moral and public policy implications of commercializing emerging technologies. 
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COVID-19 in humanitarian settings and lessons learned from past epidemics  
In the COVID-19 pandemic, the most vulnerable people are most likely to be the hardest hit. What can 
we learn from past epidemics to protect not only refugees but also the wider population? 
Ling San Lau, Goleen Samari[…]  & Monette Zard 
…Conclusion 
   The rapid global spread of a novel coronavirus has taught us that we are all interconnected in terms 
of our health and well-being. Displaced populations, including refugees and migrants, are often the first 
to be stigmatized and unjustly blamed for the spread of disease, yet they are also among the most 
vulnerable people during a pandemic—to both the virus itself and the measures enacted to control it. 
Substantial disruptions to humanitarian operations have already been reported from the field, thus 
compromising access to health and other essential services, and the ability to respond to urgent 
community needs. In the words of one humanitarian worker: “COVID-19 is making the already 
vulnerable exponentially more vulnerable, and it hasn’t even hit yet.” 
   We must apply the lessons of past pandemics in our response to COVID-19, including paying heed to 
the indirect health effects of the disease, to reduce mortality, and ensuring that refugees and displaced 
populations have access to testing, referral and definitive treatment alongside all populations. Previous 
epidemics have shown us that stigmatizing viral transmission only further places populations at risk and 
reduces access to care19. Harsh migration enforcement and disregard for displaced populations 
undermines the first defense that we have in public health, which is the willingness of people to 
disclose symptoms and seek care. Trust is a critical commodity in pandemic responses, and it must be 
preserved. Pandemics do not discriminate, and access to health care should not discriminate either. In 
the age of COVID-19, protecting the most vulnerable among us is not just a moral imperative but an 
urgent public health objective: the health of one is the health of all. 
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PrEP rollout in Africa: status and opportunity  
PrEP is being incorporated into national HIV-prevention strategies in African countries, with key at-risk 
populations being prioritized. Expansion of these programs will require better access to and 
communication about these therapies. 
Elizabeth M. Irungu & Jared M. Baeten 
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Abstract 
Would the affected communities voluntarily obtain herd immunity if a cure for COVID-19 was available? 
This paper experimentally investigates people’s vaccination choices in the context of a nonlinear public 
good game. A “vaccination game” is defined in which costly commitments (vaccination) are required of 
a fraction of the population to reach the critical level needed for herd immunity, without which 
defectors are punished by the natural contagion of epidemics. Our experimental implementation of a 
vaccination game in a controlled laboratory setting reveals that endogenous epidemic punishment is a 
credible threat, resulting in voluntary vaccination to obtain herd immunity, for which the orthodox 
principle of positive externalities fails to account. The concave nature of the infection probability plays a 
key role in facilitating the elimination of an epidemic. 
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[Accessed 16 May 2020]  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Revista Panamericana de Salud Pública/Pan American Journal of Public Health 
(RPSP/PAJPH)  
https://www.paho.org/journal/en 
Latest articles 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Risk Analysis     
Volume 40, Issue 5  Pages: 899-1110  May 2020 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/15396924/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Risk Management and Healthcare Policy 
https://www.dovepress.com/risk-management-and-healthcare-policy-archive56 
[Accessed 16 May 2020] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Science  
15 May 2020  Vol 368, Issue 6492 
http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl 
Policy Forum 
Policy opportunities to enhance sharing for pandemic research 
By Michelle Rourke, Mark Eccleston-Turner, Alexandra Phelan, Lawrence Gostin 
Science15 May 2020 : 716-718 Full Access 
COVID-19 reveals gaps in international law that can inhibit timely sharing of information, samples, and 
sequences 
 
Blockchain-facilitated sharing to advance outbreak R&D 
By Mark B. van der Waal, Carolina dos S. Ribeiro, Moses Ma, George B. Haringhuizen, Eric Claassen, 
Linda H. M. van de Burgwal 
Science15 May 2020 : 719-721 Full Access 
   Technology may help overcome nontechnological barriers 
 
Research Articles 
Effective containment explains subexponential growth in recent confirmed COVID-19 
cases in China 
By Benjamin F. Maier, Dirk Brockmann 
Science15 May 2020 : 742-746 Open Access CCBY 
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   Feedback between the epidemic process, the behavioral response to it, and nationwide containment 
policies can restrain COVID-19. 
 
 
Science Translational Medicine  
13 May 2020  Vol 12, Issue 543 
https://stm.sciencemag.org/ 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Social Science & Medicine 
Volume 251   April 2020 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/social-science-and-medicine/vol/249/suppl/C 
Review article  Abstract only 
Transgender stigma: A critical scoping review of definitions, domains, and measures used 
in empirical research 
Wesley M. King, Jaclyn M.W. Hughto, Don Operario 
Article 112867 
 
Review article  Abstract only 
A critical review of intervention and policy effects on the health of older people in sub-
Saharan Africa 
Peter Lloyd-Sherlock, Mary Amoakoh-Coleman 
Article 112887 
 
 
Stability: International Journal of Security & Development  
http://www.stabilityjournal.org/articles 
[Accessed 16 May 2020]  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Stanford Social Innovation Review 
Spring 2020  Volume 18, Number 2  
https://ssir.org/issue/spring_2020# 
   Explore the power of collaboration between social innovation leaders and the public sector, 
development impact bonds, the transformation of the global humanitarian relief system, the smart use 
of evidence in decision-making, and other topics in the Spring 2020 issue of Stanford Social Innovation 
Review. 
 
 
Systematic Reviews  
https://systematicreviewsjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles 
[Accessed 16 May 2020]  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Torture Journal 
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2019  Volume 29 - No.3 
https://irct.org/publications/torture-journal/143 
   This issue of the Torture Journal takes its focus on measuring torture rehabilitation processes and 
results. Scientific contributions on this subject include a measurement of rehabilitation outcomes with 
an instrument designed at the Marjorie Kovler Center in Chicago; a validation study examining 
diagnoses of Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) and Complex Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder 
(CPTSD) in refugee and torture survivor populations; and a study of gender-based violence in 
Honduras, El Salvador and Guatemala.  
   The issue also comprises an applied perspective on organizational development in torture 
rehabilitation programs and two letters to the editor addressing involvement of medical personnel in 
torture in Syria and a response to the concept of psychological torture.  
   Finally, Secretary-General of the International Rehabilitation Council for Torture Victims, Lisa Henry, 
and Chief Executive Officer of STARTTS Centre in Australia, Jorge Aroche, provide an open letter to the 
Torture Journal readers and a celebratory text of STARTTS' 30th anniversary respectively.  
 
 
Trauma, Violence, & Abuse 
Volume 21 Issue 2, April 2020  
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/tvaa/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Travel Medicine and Infectious Diseases 
Volume 34  March–April 2020 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/travel-medicine-and-infectious-disease/vol/34/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Tropical Medicine & International Health 
Volume 25, Issue 4  Pages: i-iv, 387-505  April 2020 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13653156/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
UN Chronicle 
Vol. LV Nos. 3 & 4 2018  December 2018  
https://unchronicle.un.org/ 
New Technologies: Where To? 
This issue focuses on new technologies and their potential benefits for humanity as well as their 
expanding use in advancing the 2030 Agenda. It explores the promise of our digital age, while posing 
important questions about where these technologies are leading us, and how their misuse could also 
lead to increased inequality and conflict. 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Vulnerable Children and Youth Studies  
An International Interdisciplinary Journal for Research, Policy and Care  
Volume 15, Issue 1, 2020 
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http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rvch20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
World Heritage Review  
n°94 - January 2020 
http://whc.unesco.org/en/review/94/ 
Current Issue 
New World Heritage sites 2019 
   The 1972 World Heritage Convention is truly unique. It is the only legal instrument conceived to 
protect both cultural and natural heritage, based on the principle of Outstanding Universal Value (OUV) 
– the value of a site that is irreplaceable and must be protected for the future. 
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