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:: Week in Review  
A highly selective capture of strategic developments, research, commentary, analysis and 
announcements spanning Human Rights Action, Humanitarian Response, Health, Education, Holistic 
Development, Heritage Stewardship, Sustainable Resilience. Achieving a balance across these broad 
themes is a challenge and we appreciate your observations and ideas in this regard. This is not 
intended to be a "news and events" digest. 
 
Editor’s Note: 
COVID-19 continues to dominant the global conversation and the communications of most 
every organization as reflected in our coverage below. We will strive to provide broader, 
balanced treatment of things not-COVID in editions going forward. 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
COVID-19: Global Commitments/Equity/Access 
 
Global leaders unite to ensure everyone everywhere can access new vaccines, tests and 
treatments for COVID-19 
Unprecedented gathering of heads of government, institutions and industry cements commitment to 
accelerate development and delivery for all populations 
24 April 2020   News release 
GENEVA - Heads of state and global health leaders today made an unprecedented commitment to work 
together [see below] to accelerate the development and production of new vaccines, tests and 
treatments for COVID-19 and assure equitable access worldwide. 
 
…leaders came together at a virtual event, co-hosted by the World Health Organization, the President 
of France, the President of the European Commission, and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. The 
event was joined by the UN Secretary General, the AU Commission Chairperson, the G20 President, 
heads of state of France, South Africa, Germany, Vietnam, Costa Rica, Italy, Rwanda, Norway, Spain, 
Malaysia and the UK (represented by the First Secretary of State). 
 
Health leaders from the Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations (CEPI), GAVI-the Vaccine 
Alliance, the Global Fund, UNITAID, the Wellcome Trust, the International Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Movement (IFRC), the International Federation of Pharmaceutical Manufacturers (IFPMA), the 
Developing Countries Vaccine Manufacturers’ Network (DCVMN), and the International Generic and 
Biosimilar Medicines Association (IGBA) committed to come together, guided by a common vision of a 
planet protected from human suffering and the devastating social and economic consequences of 
COVID-19, to launch this groundbreaking collaboration. They are joined by two Special Envoys:  Ngozi 
Okonjo-Iweala, Gavi Board Chair and Sir Andrew Witty, former CEO of GlaxoSmithKline...  
 
Commitment and call to action: Global collaboration to accelerate new COVID-19 health 
technologies 
A Global Collaboration to Accelerate the Development, Production and Equitable Access to New COVID-
19 diagnostics, therapeutics and vaccines 
24 April 2020  
Statement 
Our Vision and Mission  

https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/24-04-2020-global-leaders-unite-to-ensure-everyone-everywhere-can-access-new-vaccines-tests-and-treatments-for-covid-19
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/24-04-2020-global-leaders-unite-to-ensure-everyone-everywhere-can-access-new-vaccines-tests-and-treatments-for-covid-19
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/24-04-2020-commitment-and-call-to-action-global-collaboration-to-accelerate-new-covid-19-health-technologies
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/24-04-2020-commitment-and-call-to-action-global-collaboration-to-accelerate-new-covid-19-health-technologies


   

  

Grounded in a vision of a planet protected from human suffering and the devastating social and 
economic consequences of COVID-19, we, an initial group of global health actors (BMGF, CEPI, Gavi, 
Global Fund, UNITAID, Wellcome Trust, WHO) and private sector partners and other stakeholders, are 
launching a landmark, global and time-limited collaboration to accelerate the development, production 
and equitable global access to new COVID-19 essential health technologies.  
 
We know that as long as anyone is at risk from this virus, the entire world is at risk – every single 
person on the planet needs to be protected from this disease. 
 
We agree that alongside evidence-based public health measures, innovative COVID-19 diagnostics, 
therapeutics and vaccines are needed – in record time and at record scale and access – to save millions 
of lives and countless trillions of dollars, and to return the world to a sense of ‘normalcy’. 
 
We recognize the significant amount of critical work, investment and initiatives already ongoing around 
the world to expedite the development and deployment of innovative COVID-19 related products and 
interventions.  
 
We appreciate that while development and deployment of innovative products is essential, it will not be 
enough. We must simultaneously and urgently accelerate the strengthening of sustainable health 
systems and capacities to enable delivery of the new COVID-19 tools to those who need them and to 
mitigate the knock-on impact on other diseases.  
 
We remember lessons from the past, which have shown that even when effective tools are available to 
the world, too often some are protected, while others are not. This inequity is unacceptable – all tools 
to address COVID-19 must be available to all. In the fight against COVID-19, no one should be left 
behind.  
 
We understand we cannot do this alone, and that we need to work together in unprecedented and 
inclusive partnership with all stakeholders – political leaders, public and private sector partners, civil 
society, academia, and all other stakeholders across society – jointly leveraging our comparative 
strengths and respective voices to drive towards collective solutions, an accelerated path, and access 
for all. We are stronger, faster and more effective working together. 
 
Our Mission is not only accelerated development and availability of new COVID-19 tools – it is to 
accelerate equitable global access to safe, quality, effective, and affordable COVID-19 diagnostics, 
therapeutics and vaccines, and thus to ensure that in the fight against COVID-19, no one is left behind.  
 
Our Commitment  
[1] We commit to the shared aim of equitable global access to innovative tools for COVID-19 for all.  
[2] We commit to an unprecedented level of partnership – proactively engaging stakeholders, aligning 
and coordinating efforts, building on existing collaborations, collectively devising solutions, and 
grounding our partnership in transparency, and science.  
[3] We commit to create a strong unified voice to maximize impact, recognizing this is not about 
singular decision-making authority, but rather collective problem-solving, interconnectedness and 
inclusivity, where all stakeholders can connect and benefit from the expertise, knowledge and activities 
of this shared action-oriented platform. 



   

  

[4] We commit to build on past experiences towards achieving this objective, including ensuring that 
every activity we undertake is executed through the lens of equitable global access, and that the voices 
of the communities most affected are heard. 
[5] We commit to be accountable to the world, to communities, and to one another. We are coming 
together in the spirit of solidarity, and in the service of humanity, to achieve our mission and vision.  
 
Our Call  
We ask the global community and political leaders to support this landmark collaboration, and for 
donors to provide the necessary resources to accelerate achievement of the objectives of this global 
collaboration, capitalizing on the opportunity provided by the rolling pledging campaign that will start 
on 4 May 2020. 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Over 13 million children did not receive any vaccines at all even before COVID-19 
disrupted global immunization – UNICEF 
NEW YORK, 25 April 2020 – As the world waits desperately for a vaccine, the COVID-19 pandemic is 
continuing to surge across the globe. Millions of children are in danger of missing life-saving vaccines 
against measles, diphtheria and polio due to disruptions in immunization services. At last count, most 
countries had suspended mass polio campaigns and 25 countries had postponed mass measles 
campaigns, as per recommended guidance. 
 
Even before the COVID-19 pandemic, measles, polio and other vaccines were out of reach for 20 
million children below the age of one every year. Over 13 million children below the age of one globally 
did not receive any vaccines at all in 2018, many of whom live in countries with weak health systems. 
Given the current disruptions, this could create pathways to disastrous outbreaks in 2020 and well 
beyond. 
 
“The stakes have never been higher. As COVID-19 continues to spread globally, our life-saving work to 
provide children with vaccines is critical,” said Robin Nandy, UNICEF Principal Adviser and Chief of 
Immunization. “With disruptions in immunization services due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the fates of 
millions of young lives hang in the balance.” 
 
An estimated 182 million children missed out on the first dose of the measles vaccine between 2010 
and 2018, or 20.3 million children a year on average, according to a UNICEF analysis. This is because 
the global coverage of the first dose of measles stands only at 86 per cent, well below the 95 per cent 
needed to prevent measles outbreaks. 
 
Widening pockets of unvaccinated children led to alarming measles outbreaks in 2019, including in 
high-income countries like the US, UK and France. 
 
Among low-income countries, the gaps in measles coverage before COVID-19 were already alarming. 
Between 2010 and 2018, Ethiopia had the highest number of children under one year of age who 
missed out on the first dose of measles, at nearly 10.9 million. It was followed by the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo (6.2 million), Afghanistan (3.8 million), Chad, Madagascar and Uganda with 
about 2.7 million each. 
 

https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/over-13-million-children-did-not-receive-any-vaccines-all-even-covid-19-disrupted
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/over-13-million-children-did-not-receive-any-vaccines-all-even-covid-19-disrupted
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/more-117-million-children-risk-missing-out-measles-vaccines-covid-19-surges
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/more-117-million-children-risk-missing-out-measles-vaccines-covid-19-surges
https://www.who.int/immunization/news_guidance_immunization_services_during_COVID-19/en/


   

  

Beyond measles, the immunization gaps were already quite dire, according to new regional profiles 
developed by UNICEF. In Africa, more children have missed out on vaccines over the past years due to 
rising number of births and a stagnation in immunization services. For example, in West and Central 
Africa, coverage has stagnated at 70 per cent for DTP3 – which is the lowest among all regions – at 70 
per cent for polio, and at 71 per cent for measles. This has led to repeated outbreaks of measles and 
polio in countries such as the Democratic Republic of the Congo. Meanwhile, in South Asia, an 
estimated 3.2 million children did not receive any vaccines in 2018. In Eastern and Southern Africa, the 
number of unvaccinated children has remained almost the same for the last decade, at around 2 
million. All regions are now also battling COVID-19 outbreaks.  
 
UNICEF is sending critical vaccine supplies to immunize children, where possible, in areas with 
outbreaks and to replenish their routine supplies.In the Democratic Republic of the Congo, for example, 
UNICEF is supporting the Government with vaccine supplies and protective equipment to continue 
immunization activities in North Kivu province, where over 3,000 cases of measles were reported since 
January 1. And in Uganda, UNICEF procured 3,842,000 doses of bivalent oral polio vaccine (bOPV) to 
immunize 900,000 children below the age of one year. Children receive three doses of the polio vaccine 
before they celebrate their first birthday. 
 
As the world races to develop and test a new COVID-19 vaccine, UNICEF and partners in the Measles & 
Rubella Initiative and Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance are calling on governments and donors to:  
:: Sustain immunization services while keeping health workers and communities safe;    
:: Start planning to ramp up vaccinations for every missed child when the pandemic ends;   
: Fully replenish Gavi, as the alliance supports immunization programmes in the future;   
:: Ensure that when the COVID-19 vaccine is available, it reaches those most in need.   
 
“Children missing out now on vaccines must not go their whole lives without protection from disease,” 
said Dr. Seth Berkley, CEO, Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance “The legacy of COVID-19 must not include the 
global resurgence of other killers like measles and polio.” 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
COVID-19: Fake Medicines 
 
The global response to the coronavirus pandemic must not be undermined by bribery  
In the face of the coronavirus outbreak, the OECD Working Group on Bribery reaffirms its collective 
commitment to fight foreign bribery under the Anti-Bribery Convention.  
22-April-2020 
Recent seizures of fake medical supplies being marketed as protection against Covid-19 underscore the 
need to address a growing international trade in counterfeit pharmaceuticals that is costing billions of 
euros a year and putting lives at risk, according to the OECD and the EU’s Intellectual Property Office. 
 
A joint report, Trade in Counterfeit Pharmaceutical Products, and an accompanying brief on links with 
the Covid-19 crisis, says the trafficking and sale of fake or defective medicines is enriching criminal 
groups and endangering health while draining away vital industry and tax revenues. Analysis of 
customs seizures over 2014-16 finds that trade in counterfeit pharmaceuticals was worth EUR 4 billion 
in 2016. That figure excludes fake medicines produced and consumed domestically and shipments of 
pharmaceuticals that are stolen in transit and rerouted for sale in a different market or country. 

https://data.unicef.org/resources/regional-immunization-snapshots/
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-supports-government-democratic-republic-congo-continuing-immunization-north
https://www.unicef.org/uganda/press-releases/despite-covid-19-challenges-uganda-receives-polio-and-pentavalent-vaccines
https://measlesrubellainitiative.org/
https://measlesrubellainitiative.org/
https://www.gavi.org/
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/the-global-response-to-the-coronavirus-pandemic-must-not-be-undermined-by-bribery.htm
http://www.oecd.org/governance/trade-in-counterfeit-pharmaceutical-products-a7c7e054-en.htm
http://www.oecd.org/governance/illicit-trade/coronavirus-covid19-and-the-global-trade-in-fake-pharmaceuticals-brief.pdf
http://www.oecd.org/governance/illicit-trade/coronavirus-covid19-and-the-global-trade-in-fake-pharmaceuticals-brief.pdf


   

  

 
“The sale of counterfeit and defective pharmaceuticals is a despicable crime, and the discovery of fake 
medical supplies related to Covid-19 just as the world pulls together to fight this pandemic makes this 
global challenge all the more acute and urgent,” said OECD Secretary-General Angel Gurría. “We hope 
the evidence we have gathered on the value, scope and trends of this illicit trade will help lead to rapid 
solutions to combat this scourge.” 
Interpol recently reported a rise in fake medical products related to Covid-19. Seizures of fake Covid-19 
tests, facemasks and hand sanitizers have been reported by customs authorities such as the US 
Customs and Border Protection, and the World Customs Organisation. 
 
The OECD-EUIPO report finds that most of the counterfeit drugs seized over 2014-16 were fake 
antibiotics, male impotence pills, painkillers and medication for malaria, diabetes, epilepsy, heart 
disease, HIV/AIDS, cancers, high blood pressure and allergies. The vast majority contain incorrect 
proportions of active ingredients, meaning they are unlikely to work. Many contain undeclared 
substances that can pose serious health risks. Forensic tests of suspect samples show that in 90% of 
cases, counterfeit medicines can harm patients. 
 
Strong global demand, high profit margins and a low risk of detection make pharmaceuticals especially 
vulnerable to counterfeiting. Criminal groups may traffic medicines made with substandard ingredients 
or steal legitimate pharmaceuticals destined for hospitals to sell on the street at cut prices, often 
storing them in poor conditions that reduce their effectiveness. 
 
Read the report: Trade in Counterfeit Pharmaceutical Products 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
COVID-19: Medical Supplies/Food and Trade Restrictions 
 
WTO and IMF heads call for lifting trade restrictions on medical supplies and food  
April 24, 2020 
As our members grapple with their response to the global health and economic crisis, we call for more 
attention to the role of open trade policies in defeating the virus, restoring jobs, and reinvigorating 
economic growth. In particular, we are concerned by supply disruptions from the growing use of export 
restrictions and other actions that limit trade of key medical supplies and food.  
  
Trade has made cutting-edge medical products available throughout the world at competitive prices. 
Last year global imports of crucial goods needed in the fight against COVID-19, such as 
face masks and gloves, hand soap and sanitizer, protective gear, oxygen masks, 
ventilators, and pulse oximeters, totalled nearly $300 billion. Recognizing the importance of 
this trade, governments have taken dozens of measures to facilitate imports of COVID-related medical 
products—cutting import duties, curbing customs-clearance processes, and streamlining licensing and 
approval requirements.  
  
We welcome these actions. Accelerating imports of critical medical supplies translates into saving lives 
and livelihoods. Similar attention should be paid to facilitating exports of key items like drugs, 
protective gear, and ventilators. Anticipating governments’ need to address domestic crises, World 
Trade Organization (WTO) rules allow for temporary export restrictions "applied to prevent or relieve 

https://www.interpol.int/News-and-Events/News/2020/Global-operation-sees-a-rise-in-fake-medical-products-related-to-COVID-19
https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/national-media-release/cbp-officers-seize-fake-covid-19-test-kits-lax
https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/national-media-release/cbp-officers-seize-fake-covid-19-test-kits-lax
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/media/newsroom/2020/march/covid_19-urgent-notice-counterfeit-medical-supplies.aspx
http://www.oecd.org/gov/trade-in-counterfeit-pharmaceutical-products-a7c7e054-en.htm
https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2020/04/24/pr20187-wto-and-imf-joint-statement-on-trade-and-the-covid-19-response


   

  

critical shortages" in the exporting country. We urge governments to exercise caution when 
implementing such measures in the present circumstances.  
  
This time is different  
Taken collectively, export restrictions can be dangerously counterproductive. What makes sense in an 
isolated emergency can be severely damaging in a global crisis. Such measures disrupt supply chains, 
depress production, and misdirect scarce, critical products and workers away from where they are most 
needed. Other governments counter with their own restrictions. The result is to prolong and exacerbate 
the health and economic crisis—with the most serious effects likely on the poorer and more vulnerable 
countries.  
  
To ramp up the production of medical supplies, it is essential to build on existing cross-border 
production and distribution networks.  
  
Trade finance and food items  
We are also concerned by the decline in the supply of trade finance. Adequate trade finance is 
important to ensure that imports of food and essential medical equipment reach the economies where 
they are most needed. Our institutions are tracking developments and engaging with key suppliers of 
trade finance.  
  
In addition to restrictions on medical goods, curbs on some food items are starting to appear, despite 
strong supply. The experience in the global financial crisis showed that food export restrictions multiply 
rapidly across countries and lead to ever greater uncertainties and price increases. We are also 
concerned that if critical agricultural workers are not able to move to where the harvest is, crops could 
rot in the fields. Where new cropping seasons are starting, planting could be hampered, lowering both 
domestic and international supplies and increasing food insecurity. We urge governments to address 
these challenges in a safe and proportionate manner. 
  
Cooperative effort needed  
Amid the unfolding global financial crisis, global economic leaders in 2008 jointly committed to refrain 
for a year from new import, export, and investment restrictions. This pledge helped to avoid 
widespread trade restrictions that would have worsened the crisis and delayed recovery—just as trade 
restrictions deepened and prolonged the Great Depression of the 1930’s.  
  
A similarly bold step is needed today. We call on governments to refrain from imposing or 
intensifying export and other trade restrictions and to work to promptly remove those put 
in place since the start of the year. The WTO and the G20 offer two forums for global policy 
coordination on these important matters. 
  
History has taught us that keeping markets open helps everyone – especially the world’s poorest 
people.  Let’s act on the lessons we have learned.   
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
COVID-19: Food Security/Nutrition 
 
Global Report on Food Crises – Joint Analysis for Better Decisions 

https://reliefweb.int/node/3612544


   

  

Food Security Information Network 
April 2020 :: 240 pages 
PDF: https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/WFP-0000114546.pdf 
GRFC 2020 in brief 
The data and the analyses in this report were prepared before the global crisis of the COVID-19 
pandemic and do not account for its impact on vulnerable people in food-crisis situations. 
 
The Global Report on Food Crises (GRFC) 2020 is the result of a joint, consensus-based 
assessment of acute food insecurity situations around the world by 16 partner 
organizations. 
 
At 135 million, the number of people in Crisis or worse (IPC/CH Phase 3 or above) in 2019 
was the highest in the four years of the GRFC's existence. This increase also reflected the 
inclusion of additional countries and areas within some countries. 
 
When comparing the 50 countries that were in both the 2019 and the 2020 reports, the population in 
Crisis or worse (IPC/CH Phase 3 or above) rose from 112 to 123 million. This reflected worsening acute 
food insecurity in key conflict-driven crises, notably the Democratic Republic of the Congo and South 
Sudan and the growing severity of drought and economic shocks as drivers in countries such as Haiti, 
Pakistan and Zimbabwe. 
 
Around 183 million people in 47 countries were classified in Stressed (IPC/CH Phase 2) 
conditions, at risk of slipping into Crisis or worse (IPC/CH Phase 3 or above) if confronted 
by an additional shock or stressor. 
 
An estimated 75 million stunted children were living in the 55 food-crisis countries analysed. These 
children have limited access to sufficient dietary energy, nutritionally diverse diets, clean drinking 
water, sanitation and health care, which weakens their health and nutrition status, with dire 
consequences for their development and long-term productivity. 
 
Drivers of acute food insecurity 
Conflict/insecurity was still the main driver of food crises in 2019, but weather extremes and economic 
shocks became increasingly significant. Over half of the 77 million acutely foodinsecure people in 
countries where conflict was identified as the primary driver were in the Middle East and Asia. Regional 
crises continued to see high levels of acute food insecurity, particularly in the Lake Chad Basin and 
Central Sahel. 
 
Africa had the largest numbers of acutely food-insecure people in need of assistance in countries badly 
affected by weather events, particularly in the Horn of Africa and Southern Africa, followed by Central 
America and Pakistan. 
 
In East Africa, armed conflicts, intercommunal violence and other localized tensions continued to affect 
peace and security, particularly in South Sudan, and continued to maintain large refugee populations in 
neighbouring countries, such as Uganda. 
 
The report reflects the growing influence of economic crises on acute food insecurity levels, particularly 
in the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, Zimbabwe, Haiti and the Sudan. 
 

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/WFP-0000114546.pdf


   

  

An estimated 79 million people remained displaced globally as of mid-2019 – 44 million of them 
internally displaced and 20 million were refugees under UNHCR’s mandate. More than half of these 
refugees were hosted in countries with high numbers of acutely food-insecure people. In countries 
where funding constraints have reduced assistance in refugee camps, refugees’ food security was 
severely threatened. 
 
-Short-term outlook for 2020 
The acute food insecurity forecasts for 2020 were produced before COVID-19 became a pandemic and 
do not account for its likely impact in food crisis countries. 
 
The combined effects of conflict, macroeconomic crisis, climaterelated shocks and crop pests, including 
fall armyworm and desert locusts, were likely to ensure that Yemen remained the world's worst food 
crisis. 
 
In East Africa, abundant seasonal rains benefitted crops and rangelands, but fostered a severe desert 
locust outbreak that will likely aggravate acute food insecurity in complex and fragile contexts. 
 
Protracted conflicts will either maintain or increase acute food insecurity levels in parts of Central 
Africa. In Southern Africa, post-harvest improvements are likely to be short-lived as poor rains, high 
food prices and unresolved political and economic instability could worsen acute food insecurity levels. 
Increasing violence, displacements and disrupted agriculture and trade in tandem with adverse climate 
in West Africa and Sahel countries will worsen acute food insecurity conditions in many areas. 
 
Violent conflict and currency depreciation will drive alarming rates of acute food insecurity and acute 
malnutrition levels across the most troubled areas of the Middle East and Asia. 
 
In Latin America and the Caribbean, sociopolitical crises, weather extremes, lack of employment and 
high food prices are likely to lead to deteriorating acute food insecurity in some countries. 
 
The drivers of food crises, as well as lack of access to dietary energy and diversity, safe water, 
sanitation and health care will continue to create high levels of child malnutrition, while COVID-19 is 
likely to overburden health systems. 
 
The pandemic may well devastate livelihoods and food security, especially in fragile contexts and 
particularly for the most vulnerable people working in the informal agricultural and nonagricultural 
sectors. A global recession will majorly disrupt food supply chains. 
 
:::::: 
 
Joint Statement on COVID-19 Impacts on Food Security and Nutrition 
FAO, IFAD, WFP and the World Bank on the occasion of the Extraordinary G20 Agriculture Minister’s 
Meeting 
WASHINGTON, April 21, 2020— The COVID-19 pandemic has led to dramatic loss of human life across 
the world and presents an unprecedented challenge with deep social and economic consequences, 
including compromising food security and nutrition. Responses need to be well coordinated across the 
world, including by the G20 and beyond, to limit impacts, end the pandemic, and prevent its 
recurrence. 
 

http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/statement/2020/04/21/joint-statement-on-covid-19-impacts-on-food-security-and-nutrition


   

  

The pandemic is already affecting the entire food system. Restrictions on movement within 
and across countries can hinder food-related logistic services, disrupt entire food supply 
chains and affect the availability of food. Impacts on the movement of agricultural labor 
and on the supply of inputs will soon pose critical challenges to food production, thus 
jeopardizing food security for all people, and hit especially hard people living in the 
poorest countries. 
 
Agriculture and its food-related logistic services should be considered as essential. Increased efforts are 
needed to ensure that food value chains function well and promote the production and availability of 
diversified, safe and nutritious food for all. In doing this, it is necessary to give precedence to the 
health of consumers and workers, adhering to safety measures, such as testing, physical distancing 
and other hygienic practices. 
 
Currently, the world food market is well supplied and all countries, particularly those with 
prominent trade shares, need to ensure that it remains a stable, transparent and reliable 
source of food. During the 2007-08 food price crisis, panic-driven policy responses, such as export 
bans and rapid escalation in food stock procurement through imports exacerbated market disruptions. 
 
While food supplies were tighter because of weather shocks globally in 2007-08, this behavior stretches 
the balance between global food supply and demand, increasing price volatility and ultimately 
contributing to it. These immediate impacts proved extremely damaging for low-income food-import 
dependent countries, and to the efforts of humanitarian organizations to procure supplies.   
Countries need to work together to strengthen cooperation during this pandemic that is affecting all 
regions of the world. It is important to ensure that policies, such as short-term measures to restrict 
trade, do not distort global markets. 
 
Collective action is needed to ensure that markets are well-functioning, and that timely 
and reliable information on market fundamentals is available to all. This will reduce 
uncertainty and allow producers, consumers, traders and processors to make informed production and 
trade decisions and contain panic behavior in global markets. 
 
The Agricultural Market Information System – a G20 initiative that combines the expertise of ten 
International Organizations with the information provided by countries with a high share in world food 
trade – is monitoring world supply and price developments. 
 
The devastating economic impacts of COVID-19 reinforce the need for investments that 
prevent future outbreaks of such infectious diseases, recognizing the interconnections 
between people, animals, plants and their shared environment – the One Health approach. 
Continued attention is necessary strengthen the resilience of food systems to such disease outbreaks 
but also to other shocks. 
 
As the pandemic slows down economies, access to food will be negatively affected by income 
reductions and loss of employment as well as availability of food in local markets. Efforts should focus 
on supporting access to food for the poor and the vulnerable and those whose income is most affected. 
Implementing adequate social protection measures, such as cash transfers, and investing in early 
recovery efforts in response to COVID-19 is critical to saving both lives and livelihoods. Ensuring that 
these measures reach everyone will be key to avoid further spread of poverty and hunger. 
 



   

  

Countries with existing humanitarian crises are particularly exposed to the effects of the 
pandemic. Its effects could be even stronger in those countries that are already facing exceptional 
emergencies with direct consequences for agriculture including due to ongoing or emerging conflict and 
climate shocks or desert locust outbreaks. 
 
The pandemic is likely to have significant repercussions on the delivery of humanitarian and recovery 
assistance. Maintaining ongoing humanitarian assistance to vulnerable groups and adapting to potential 
COVID-19 impacts is critical. Investment is needed to accelerate recovery efforts and build resilience of 
vulnerable populations, coordinating our efforts with all partners including with the UN framework for 
the immediate socio-economic response to COVID-19. 
 
Decisive collective action is needed now to ensure that this pandemic does not threaten 
food security and nutrition, and to improve resilience to future shocks.  On this, we highlight the 
2021 Food Systems Summit as an opportunity to drive transformative action and contribute to the UN 
Decade of Action to deliver the SDGs by 2030. 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
COVID-19: R&D 
 
Coronavirus: Commission launches data sharing platform for researchers 
Press release  20 April 2020 
Today, the European Commission together with several partners launched a European COVID-19 Data 
Platform to enable the rapid collection and sharing of available research data. The platform, part of the 
ERAvsCorona Action Plan, marks another milestone in the EU's efforts to support researchers in Europe 
and around the world in the fight against the coronavirus outbreak.  
 
Mariya Gabriel, Commissioner for Innovation, Research, Culture, Education and Youth, said: “Launching 
the European COVID-19 Data Platform is an important concrete measure for stronger cooperation in 
fighting the coronavirus. Building on our dedicated support for open science and open access over the 
years, now is the time to step up our efforts and stand united with our researchers. Through our joint 
efforts, we will better understand, diagnose and eventually overpower the pandemic.” 
 
The new platform will provide an open, trusted, and scalable European and global 
environment where researchers can store and share datasets, such as DNA sequences, 
protein structures, data from pre-clinical research and clinical trials, as well as 
epidemiological data. It is the result of a joint effort by the European Commission, the 
European Bioinformatics Institute of the European Molecular Biology Laboratory (EMBL-
EBI), the Elixir infrastructure and the COMPARE project, as well as the EU Member States 
and other partners. 
 
Rapid open sharing of data greatly accelerates research and discovery, allowing for an 
effective response to the coronavirus emergency. The European COVID-19 Data Platform is in 
line with the principles established in the Statement on Data Sharing in Public Health Emergency and 
accentuates the Commission's commitment to open research data and Open Science, which aims at 
making science more efficient, reliable, and responsive to societal challenges. In this context, the 
platform is also a priority pilot, aimed at realising the objectives of the European Open Science Cloud 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_680
http://www.covid19dataportal.org/
http://www.covid19dataportal.org/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/research_and_innovation/research_by_area/documents/ec_rtd_era-vs-corona_0.pdf
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.ebi.ac.uk/__;!!DOxrgLBm!V5ZxO3yB5C8Pl1c4vY-ui7t8bnjb0ZAeLZ3xNN017uRJ1xim-BgHu201O6XUVrl9QFKkkwSQuSI$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.ebi.ac.uk/__;!!DOxrgLBm!V5ZxO3yB5C8Pl1c4vY-ui7t8bnjb0ZAeLZ3xNN017uRJ1xim-BgHu201O6XUVrl9QFKkkwSQuSI$
https://elixir-europe.org/
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.compare-europe.eu/__;!!DOxrgLBm!V5ZxO3yB5C8Pl1c4vY-ui7t8bnjb0ZAeLZ3xNN017uRJ1xim-BgHu201O6XUVrl9QFKkmKR0uoo$
https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/strategy/goals-research-and-innovation-policy/open-science/open-science-monitor/facts-and-figures-open-research-data_en#what-is-open-research-data
https://wellcome.ac.uk/press-release/sharing-research-data-and-findings-relevant-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://ec.europa.eu/research/openscience/index.cfm
https://ec.europa.eu/research/openscience/index.cfm?pg=open-science-cloud


   

  

(EOSC), and builds upon established networks between EMBL-EBI and national public health data 
infrastructures.    
 
ERAvsCorona Action Plan  
On 7 April 2020, research and innovation Ministers from all 27 EU Member States supported 10 priority 
actions of the ERAvsCorona Action Plan. Building on the overall objectives and the tools of the 
European Research Area (ERA), the Action Plan covers short-term actions based on close coordination, 
cooperation, data sharing and joint funding efforts between the Commission and the Member States. It 
is centred around the key principles of the European Research Area, which will now be used to achieve 
towards their maximum effect to help researchers and EU Member States succeed in their fight against 
the coronavirus pandemic… 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
EMERGENCIES 
 
Coronavirus [COVID-19] 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
 
Editor’s Note: 
   We certainly recognize the velocity of global developments in the COVID-19 pandemic. While we 
have concentrated the most current key reports just below, COVID-19 announcements, analysis and 
commentary will be found throughout this issue, in all sections.  
   Beyond the considerable continuing coverage in the global general media, the WHO’s authoritative 
guidance is available here: 
:: Daily WHO situation reports here: https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-
2019/situation-reports 
:: WHO Coronavirus disease (COVID-2019) daily press briefings here: 
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/media-resources/press-briefings 
 
Situation report - 96  [WHO] 
Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19)  
25  April 2020 
[Excerpts] 
SITUATION IN NUMBERS  
Globally  
2 719 897 confirmed (93 716)  
187 705 deaths (5767)  
 
European Region  
1 314 666 confirmed (30 450)  
119 463 deaths (2940)  
 
Region of the Americas  
1 047 508 confirmed (52 138)  
53 103 deaths (2520)  
 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/research_and_innovation/research_by_area/documents/ec_rtd_era-vs-corona_0.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/strategy/era_en
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/situation-reports
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/situation-reports
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/media-resources/press-briefings
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/situation-reports/20200425-sitrep-96-covid-19.pdf?sfvrsn=a33836bb_2


   

  

Eastern Mediterranean Region  
154 971 confirmed (5676)  
6750 deaths (142)  
 
Western Pacific Region  
141 470 confirmed (1688)  
5906 deaths (37)  
 
South-East Asia Region  
41 073 confirmed (2501)  
1658 deaths (104)  
 
African Region  
19 497 confirmed (1263)  
812 deaths (24) 
 
WHO RISK ASSESSMENT  
Global Level – Very High 
 
HIGHLIGHTS  
:: WHO, together with heads of state, global health leaders, private sector partners and other 
stakeholders launched the Access To COVID-19 Tools (ACT) Accelerator, a global collaboration to 
accelerate the development, production and equitable access to new COVID-19 diagnostics, 
therapeutics and vaccines. More information including the WHO Director General’s opening remarks, 
full list of participants, and the group’s statement, are available.  
 
:: Although some governments have suggested that the detection of antibodies to SARS-CoV-2, the 
virus that causes COVID-19, could serve as the basis for an “immunity passport” or “risk-free 
certificate”, there is currently no evidence that people who have recovered from COVID-19 and have 
antibodies are protected from a second infection. More information is available here.  
 
:: WHO has seen a dramatic increase in the number of cyber-attacks directed at its staff, and email 
scams targeting the public. WHO asks the public to remain vigilant against fraudulent emails and 
recommends using reliable sources to obtain factual information about COVID-19 and other health 
issues. More information is available here.  
 
::::::  
 
"Immunity passports" in the context of COVID-19 
WHO Scientific Briefs 
24 April 2020  
WHO has published guidance on adjusting public health and social measures for the next phase of the 
COVID-19 response.1 Some governments have suggested that the detection of antibodies to 
the SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID-19, could serve as the basis for an 
“immunity passport” or “risk-free certificate” that would enable individuals to travel or to 
return to work assuming that they are protected against re-infection. There is currently no 
evidence that people who have recovered from COVID-19 and have antibodies are 
protected from a second infection. 

https://www.who.int/news-room/commentaries/detail/immunity-passports-in-the-context-of-covid-19


   

  

 
The measurement of antibodies specific to COVID-19  
The development of immunity to a pathogen through natural infection is a multi-step process that 
typically takes place over 1-2 weeks. The body responds to a viral infection immediately with a non-
specific innate response in which macrophages, neutrophils, and dendritic cells slow the progress of 
virus and may even prevent it from causing symptoms. This non-specific response is followed by an 
adaptive response where the body makes antibodies that specifically bind to the virus. These 
antibodies are proteins called immunoglobulins. The body also makes T-cells that recognize and 
eliminate other cells infected with the virus. This is called cellular immunity. This combined adaptive 
response may clear the virus from the body, and if the response is strong enough, may prevent 
progression to severe illness or re-infection by the same virus. This process is often measured by the 
presence of antibodies in blood.  
 
WHO continues to review the evidence on antibody responses to SARS-CoV-2 infection.2-17 Most of 
these studies show that people who have recovered from infection have antibodies to the virus. 
However, some of these people have very low levels of neutralizing antibodies in their blood,4 
suggesting that cellular immunity may also be critical for recovery. As of 24 April 2020, no study 
has evaluated whether the presence of antibodies to SARS-CoV-2 confers immunity to 
subsequent infection by this virus in humans.  
 
Laboratory tests that detect antibodies to SARS-CoV-2 in people, including rapid immunodiagnostic 
tests, need further validation to determine their accuracy and reliability. Inaccurate immunodiagnostic 
tests may falsely categorize people in two ways. The first is that they may falsely label people who 
have been infected as negative, and the second is that people who have not been infected are falsely 
labelled as positive. Both errors have serious consequences and will affect control efforts. These tests 
also need to accurately distinguish between past infections from SARS-CoV-2 and those caused by the 
known set of six human coronaviruses. Four of these viruses cause the common cold and circulate 
widely. The remaining two are the viruses that cause Middle East Respiratory Syndrome and Severe 
Acute Respiratory Syndrome. People infected by any one of these viruses may produce antibodies that 
cross-react with antibodies produced in response to infection with SARS-CoV-2.  
 
Many countries are now testing for SARS-CoV-2 antibodies at the population level or in specific groups, 
such as health workers, close contacts of known cases, or within households.21 WHO supports these 
studies, as they are critical for understanding the extent of – and risk factors associated with – 
infection.  These studies will provide data on the percentage of people with detectable COVID-19 
antibodies, but most are not designed to determine whether those people are immune to secondary 
infections.  
 
Other considerations 
At this point in the pandemic, there is not enough evidence about the effectiveness of 
antibody-mediated immunity to guarantee the accuracy of an “immunity passport” or 
“risk-free certificate.” People who assume that they are immune to a second infection because they 
have received a positive test result may ignore public health advice. The use of such certificates may 
therefore increase the risks of continued transmission. As new evidence becomes available, WHO will 
update this scientific brief. 
Citations/References at title link above 
 
:::::: 



   

  

:::::: 
 
Emergencies 
 
Ebola – DRC+ 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
 
Ebola Outbreak in DRC 89: 21 April 2020 
[Excerpts] 
Situation Update WHO Health Emergencies Programme Page 2  
   From 13 to 19 April 2020, four new confirmed cases of Ebola virus disease (EVD) were 
reported in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, all from Beni Health Zone in North Kivu Province. 
Three out of four cases were registered as contacts, though none were regularly followed by the 
response team because of insecurity and ongoing challenges with community reticence.  
   In total, six cases have been reported since 10 April, four of whom have passed away. Currently 
there is one confirmed case receiving care at an Ebola treatment centre and one who remains in the 
community; response teams are engaging with the community in order to address this.  
   Prior to the emergence of this cluster in Beni, the last person confirmed to have EVD tested negative 
twice and was discharged from a treatment centre on 3 March 2020… 

   …An urgent injection of US$ 20 million is required to ensure that response teams have the capacity 
to maintain the appropriate level of operations through to the beginning of May 2020. 
 
…Conclusion 
The new confirmed cases identified 40 days after the last person tested negative and was discharged 
from care are not unexpected. The WHO recommended criteria for declaring the end of the EVD 
outbreak includes a 42-day waiting period because undetected chains of transmission or new flare-ups 
may arise. Findings from the genetic sequencing analysis will be critical to inform the investigation of 
the source of infection of the new cases and to help detect any missed cases in the chain of 
transmission that led to the current cluster in Beni Health Zone. It is essential to remain vigilant and 
maintain appropriate levels of surveillance to rapidly detect and respond to relapse, re-introduction or 
new emergence events, to implement effective control measures, as well as continue to engage 
community leaders to address or mitigate community mistrust in affected areas. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Emergencies 
 
POLIO   
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
 
Polio this week as of 22 April 2020 
:: The polio eradication programme is making an important contribution to the COVID-19 response 
across different regions in the world. In a candid statement, Dr. Ahmed Al-Mandhari, Regional Director, 
WHO EMRO, highlights the programme’s activities in fighting the pandemic in the region. Read more… 
 
Summary of new viruses this week (AFP cases and ES positives):  
:: Afghanistan: one WPV1 case 
:: Pakistan: two WPV1 cases, eight WPV1 positive environmental samples and seven cVDPV2 cases 

https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/331815/SITREP_EVD_DRC_20200421-eng.pdf
http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
http://www.emro.who.int/media/news/rd-statement-covid.html?ver=2


   

  

:: Cameroon: two cVDPV2 cases and one cVDPV2 positive environmental sample 
:: Chad: six cVDPV2 cases and two cVDPV2 positive environmental samples 
 
:::::: 
 
Breakthrough in the Global Battle Against Polio: AJ Vaccines Granted WHO Prequalification 
for New Polio Vaccine  
International vaccine manufacturer, AJ Vaccines has received WHO prequalification for Picovax®, the 
first stand-alone dose sparing Inactivated Polio Vaccine (IPV) on 21st April 2020. First deliveries to UN 
agencies such as UNICEF and PAHO are expected by mid-2020  
   April 21,2020   COPENHAGEN, Denmark--(BUSINESS WIRE)--Despite ongoing concerted efforts to 
eradicate polio, it appears to be on the rise again with more cases registered in 2019 than 2018. 
Looking ahead, AJ Vaccines’ dose sparing technology provides a significant opportunity to expand 
supply, with the potential to deliver up to 100 million doses over the five-year period 2020-2024 to help 
meet the currently unmet global demand for inactivated polio vaccines… 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
Democratic Republic of the Congo  
:: Ebola Outbreak in DRC 89: 21 April 2020 
[See Ebola above for detail] 
 
Nigeria - No new digest announcements identified 
Somalia - No new digest announcements identified 
South Sudan   - No new digest announcements identified 
Syrian Arab Republic  - No new digest announcements identified 
Yemen - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
Burkina Faso [in French]   
:: Riposte contre la pandémie du Covid-19 : La Chine vole au secours du Burkina Faso 
25 avril 2020  
 
Niger  
:: Le Niger signale une nouvelle épidémie de polio  24 avril 2020  
 
Angola   - No new digest announcements identified 
Afghanistan - No new digest announcements identified 
Burundi  - No new digest announcements identified 
Cameroon  - No new digest announcements identified 
Central African Republic - No new digest announcements identified 
Ethiopia - No new digest announcements identified 
Iran - No new digest announcements identified 
Iraq - No new digest announcements identified 
Libya - No new digest announcements identified 

https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20200421005973/en/Breakthrough-Global-Battle-Polio-AJ-Vaccines-Granted
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20200421005973/en/Breakthrough-Global-Battle-Polio-AJ-Vaccines-Granted
https://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fajvaccines.com%2F&esheet=52207277&newsitemid=20200421005973&lan=en-US&anchor=AJ+Vaccines&index=1&md5=bc111da7a2f761a9862ee808dcbcf621
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cod/en/
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/331815/SITREP_EVD_DRC_20200421-eng.pdf
http://www.who.int/emergencies/nigeria/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/somalia/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ssd/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/syr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/yem/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
https://www.afro.who.int/fr/countries/burkina-faso
https://www.afro.who.int/fr/news/riposte-contre-la-pandemie-du-covid-19-la-chine-vole-au-secours-du-burkina-faso
http://afro.who.int/fr/countries/niger
https://www.afro.who.int/fr/news/le-niger-signale-une-nouvelle-epidemie-de-polio
https://afro.who.int/countries/angola
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/afg/en/
https://www.afro.who.int/countries/burundi
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cmr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/caf/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/eth/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/irn/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/countries/irq/index.html
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/lby/en/


   

  

Malawi - No new digest announcements identified 
Measles in Europe - No new digest announcements identified 
MERS-CoV  - No new digest announcements identified 
Myanmar  - No new digest announcements identified  
occupied Palestinian territory  - No new digest announcements identified 
Sudan - No new digest announcements identified 
Ukraine - No new digest announcements identified 
Zimbabwe - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 1 Emergencies  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
Kenya    
:: Malaria vaccine pilot in Africa one year on: new vaccine could boost Kenya’s malaria... 
24 April 2020  
 
Chad  - No new digest announcements identified 
Djibouti - No new digest announcements identified 
Mali  - No new digest announcements identified 
Namibia - viral hepatitis  - No new digest announcements identified 
Tanzania  - No new digest announcements identified 
  
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – L3 Emergencies 
The UN and its humanitarian partners are currently responding to three 'L3' emergencies. This is the 
global humanitarian system's classification for the response to the most severe, large-scale 
humanitarian crises.  
Syrian Arab Republic   
:: Syrian Arab Republic: COVID-19 Update No. 07 - 25 April 2020 
:: Recent Developments in Northwest Syria Flash Update - As of 24 April 2020 
 
Yemen  
:: Yemen: Flash Floods Flash Update No. 2 (As of 23 April 2020) 
 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Corporate Emergencies 
When the USG/ERC declares a Corporate Emergency Response, all OCHA offices, branches and 
sections provide their full support to response activities both at HQ and in the field. 
CYCLONE IDAI and Kenneth  
:: Zimbabwe Situation Report, 21 Apr 2020 
 
HIGHLIGHTS 
   . The first imported COVID-19 case was reported on 21 March 2020 and local transmission started on 
24 March. As of 20 April, 25 COVID-19 cases were confirmed, including three deaths. 

https://afro.who.int/countries/malawi
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/communicable-diseases/measles-and-rubella
http://www.who.int/emergencies/mers-cov/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mmr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/opt/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/sdn/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ukr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/zwe/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.afro.who.int/countries/kenya
https://www.afro.who.int/news/malaria-vaccine-pilot-africa-one-year-new-vaccine-could-boost-kenyas-malaria-fight
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tcd/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/fr/countries/dji/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mli/en/
http://afro.who.int/news/baseline-assessment-national-viral-hepatitis-response-namibia
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tza/en/
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/syria
https://reliefweb.int/node/3619869
https://reliefweb.int/node/3619349
https://www.unocha.org/yemen
https://reliefweb.int/node/3619384
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/southern-and-eastern-africa-rosea/cyclone-idai
https://www.unocha.org/southern-and-eastern-africa-rosea/cyclones-idai-and-kenneth
https://reliefweb.int/report/zimbabwe/zimbabwe-situation-report-21-apr-2020


   

  

   . Despite a one-week disruption due to COVID-19 and the lockdown, nearly 3.4 million people 
received food or cash assistance in March. 
   . The number of children treated for acute malnutrition has reduced from 952 in January to 741 in 
February and 354 in March. 
   . Since the start of the lockdown, national GBV hotlines have recorded a call increase of over 90 per 
cent. The child helpline received an increase of 43 per cent in the daily calls. 
   . About 43,350 people remain displaced in four camps and in host communities. 
 
:: EBOLA OUTBREAK IN THE DRC  - No new digest announcements identified 
 

 
*                      *                       *                        * 

 
 

:: Agency/Government/IGO Watch 
We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for key 
media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on regional or global 
level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific coverage is limited. Please 
suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
 
 
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly  
[to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://www.un.org/press/en 
Selected Meetings/Press Releases/Announcements 
24 April 2020  
SG/SM/20059 
None Safe until All Are, Secretary-General Stresses, Launching Call to Support Quest for 
New COVID-19 Tools 
Following are UN Secretary-General António Guterres’ remarks at the launch of the statement of 
commitment and call for support for the global collaboration to accelerate the development, production 
and equitable access to new COVID-19 tools. 
 
23 April 2020  
SC/14167 
Palestinian-Israeli Cooperation to Combat COVID-19 Pandemic under Threat by New Push 
for West Bank Annexation, Special Coordinator Warns Security Council 
While Israelis and Palestinians are cooperating in unprecedented ways to combat the expanding 
COVID-19 pandemic, Israel must do more to safeguard the health of all people under its control, the 
senior United Nations official in the region told the Security Council in a 23 April videoconference 
meeting. 
 
23 April 2020  
SG/SM/20057 
Poor Countries Need Massive, Urgent Support, Secretary-General Tells Economic and 
Social Council Financing Forum, Citing ‘Deep and Uncharted Territory’ 
 
23 April 2020  

https://www.unocha.org/drc
https://www.un.org/press/en
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm20059.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm20059.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sc14167.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sc14167.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm20057.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm20057.doc.htm


   

  

SG/SM/20056 
Human Rights-Based Response Can Help Beat COVID-19 Crisis, Secretary-General Says, 
Outlining New People-Centred Report to Guide Global Strategy 
 
21 April 2020  
SC/14164 
Senior Officials Sound Alarm over Food Insecurity, Warning of Potentially ‘Biblical’ Famine, 
in Briefings to Security Council 
 
 
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true  
Top News 
Bachelet alarmed by media clampdowns, says public has right to know about COVID-19 
 
Press briefing note on Colombia / right defenders killing 
 
Bachelet condemns execution of child offenders in Iran 
 
Cameroon killings: Bachelet urges full accountability 
 
COVID-19: Israel must release Palestinian prisoners in vulnerable situation, say UN 
experts 
 
 
United Nations Human Rights Council  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL 
Council News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Committee on the Rights of the Child [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the sale and sexual exploitation of children   [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx  
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed 
Conflict [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 
Press Releases 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm20056.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm20056.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sc14164.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sc14164.doc.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25823&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25825&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25813&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25817&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25822&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25822&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/


   

  

Myanmar: SRSG Gamba Echoes UN Secretary-General’s Call for Ceasefire as Alarming 
Increase in Child Casualties in 2020 
Thursday, 23 April 2020 
 
 
SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict 
[to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights   [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx 
Latest News 
“Responses to COVID-19 are failing people in poverty worldwide” – UN human rights 
expert  
22 April 2020 

Ireland’s Public Services Card discriminates against the marginalised, warns UN rights 
expert 
21 April 2020 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable 
standard of physical and mental health  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx 
Latest News 
COVID-19: Israel must release Palestinian prisoners in vulnerable situation, say UN 
experts 
24 April 2020 
 
 
Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples   [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx 
Latest news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx 
Latest News 

https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/2020/04/myanmar-srsg-gamba-echoes-un-secretary-generals-call-for-ceasefire-as-alarming-increase-in-child-casualties-in-2020/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/2020/04/myanmar-srsg-gamba-echoes-un-secretary-generals-call-for-ceasefire-as-alarming-increase-in-child-casualties-in-2020/
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25815&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25815&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25811&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25811&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25822&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25822&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx


   

  

No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN OCHA [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://www.unocha.org/  
Selected Press Releases         
24 April 2020 
UN Supports Government to Safeguard Prison Population Amidst COVID-19 Outbreak in 
Country [EN/MY] 
    
24 April 2020 
In the battle against COVID-19, aid groups are achieving results for vulnerable 
communities [EN/AR] 
    
21 April 2020 
Global Report on Food Crises reveals scope of food crises as COVID-19 poses new risks to 
vulnerable countries 
[See COVID-19: Food Security above for detail] 
 
 
Centre for Humanitarian Data/HDX  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://centre.humdata.org/ 
Blog   April 16, 2020 
Survey Results on Priorities for Data Responsibility in Humanitarian Action 
   In March 2020, the Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC) Sub-Group on Data Responsibility 
conducted an online survey to better understand priority areas for guidance on the safe, ethical, and 
effective management of data in humanitarian action. The survey was conducted to inform joint, 
system-wide operational guidance on data responsibility which will be published later this year. 
 
 
UNICEF  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases 
Press release  
COVID-19: UNICEF is scaling up delivery of health and hygiene supplies across Latin 
America and Caribbean 
25/04/2020  
 
Press release 
Over 13 million children did not receive any vaccines at all even before COVID-19 
disrupted global immunization – UNICEF 
   Mass measles immunization campaigns suspended in 25 largely high-burden countries due to 
pandemic 
24/04/2020  
 
Press release 
Thousands of Pacific Island children at risk in the aftermath of Tropical Cyclone Harold 
24/04/2020  
 

https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases
https://reliefweb.int/node/3620234
https://reliefweb.int/node/3620234
https://reliefweb.int/node/3618169
https://reliefweb.int/node/3618169
https://reliefweb.int/node/3616004
https://reliefweb.int/node/3616004
https://centre.humdata.org/
https://centre.humdata.org/survey-results-on-priorities-for-data-responsibility-in-humanitarian-action/
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/covid-19-unicef-scaling-delivery-health-and-hygiene-supplies-across-latin-america
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/covid-19-unicef-scaling-delivery-health-and-hygiene-supplies-across-latin-america
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/covid-19-unicef-scaling-delivery-health-and-hygiene-supplies-across-latin-america
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/covid-19-unicef-scaling-delivery-health-and-hygiene-supplies-across-latin-america
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/over-13-million-children-did-not-receive-any-vaccines-all-even-covid-19-disrupted
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/over-13-million-children-did-not-receive-any-vaccines-all-even-covid-19-disrupted
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/over-13-million-children-did-not-receive-any-vaccines-all-even-covid-19-disrupted
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/over-13-million-children-did-not-receive-any-vaccines-all-even-covid-19-disrupted
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/thousands-pacific-island-children-risk-aftermath-tropical-cyclone-harold
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/thousands-pacific-island-children-risk-aftermath-tropical-cyclone-harold


   

  

Press release 
World’s most defiantly joyful song rereleased by UNICEF 
   Mama Africa’s smash-hit “Pata Pata” rerecorded by Angelique Kidjo to to spread information and 
hope in a time of Coronavirus 
22/04/2020  
 
Press release 
UNICEF supports the Government of the Democratic Republic of the Congo in continuing 
immunization in North Kivu during COVID-19 
21/04/2020  
 
Statement 
UN agencies issue urgent call to fund the global emergency supply system to fight COVID-
19 
21/04/2020  
 
Press release 
Global Report on Food Crises reveals scope of food crises as COVID-19 poses new risks to 
vulnerable countries 
Annual report on acute food insecurity and malnutrition published today 
21/04/2020  
 
Statement 
As COVID-19 pandemic continues, forcibly displaced children need more support than ever 
   Joint statement by Henrietta Fore, UNICEF Executive Director, and Filippo Grandi, UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
20/04/2020  
 
Press release 
UNICEF and Microsoft launch global learning platform to help address COVID-19 education 
crisis 
   As school closures in more than 190 countries force over 1.57 billion students from their classrooms, 
the Learning Passport aims to keep children learning 
20/04/2020  
 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html 
Selected Announcements  
Refugee health workers step up for coronavirus response in Latin America 
24 Apr 2020  
 
UN refugee chief calls for solidarity during Ramadan 
23 Apr 2020  
 
News comment on maritime movements of refugees and asylum-seekers, from the UNHCR 
Regional Bureau for Asia and the Pacific 
23 Apr 2020  

https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/worlds-most-defiantly-joyful-song-rereleased-unicef
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/worlds-most-defiantly-joyful-song-rereleased-unicef
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-supports-government-democratic-republic-congo-continuing-immunization-north
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-supports-government-democratic-republic-congo-continuing-immunization-north
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-supports-government-democratic-republic-congo-continuing-immunization-north
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-supports-government-democratic-republic-congo-continuing-immunization-north
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/un-agencies-issue-urgent-call-fund-global-emergency-supply-system-fight-covid-19
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/un-agencies-issue-urgent-call-fund-global-emergency-supply-system-fight-covid-19
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/un-agencies-issue-urgent-call-fund-global-emergency-supply-system-fight-covid-19
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/un-agencies-issue-urgent-call-fund-global-emergency-supply-system-fight-covid-19
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/global-report-food-crises-reveals-scope-food-crises-covid-19-poses-new-risks
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/global-report-food-crises-reveals-scope-food-crises-covid-19-poses-new-risks
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/global-report-food-crises-reveals-scope-food-crises-covid-19-poses-new-risks
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/global-report-food-crises-reveals-scope-food-crises-covid-19-poses-new-risks
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/covid-19-pandemic-continues-forcibly-displaced-children-need-more-support-ever
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/covid-19-pandemic-continues-forcibly-displaced-children-need-more-support-ever
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-and-microsoft-launch-global-learning-platform-help-address-covid-19-education
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-and-microsoft-launch-global-learning-platform-help-address-covid-19-education
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-and-microsoft-launch-global-learning-platform-help-address-covid-19-education
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-and-microsoft-launch-global-learning-platform-help-address-covid-19-education
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/4/5ea294b44/refugee-health-workers-step-coronavirus-response-latin-america.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/4/5ea294b44/refugee-health-workers-step-coronavirus-response-latin-america.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/4/5ea294b44/refugee-health-workers-step-coronavirus-response-latin-america.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/4/5e9f0a6c4/un-refugee-chief-calls-solidarity-during-ramadan.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/4/5e9f0a6c4/un-refugee-chief-calls-solidarity-during-ramadan.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/4/5e9f0a6c4/un-refugee-chief-calls-solidarity-during-ramadan.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/4/5e9f0a6c4/un-refugee-chief-calls-solidarity-during-ramadan.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/4/5ea13da74/news-comment-maritime-movements-refugees-asylum-seekers-unhcr-regional.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/4/5ea13da74/news-comment-maritime-movements-refugees-asylum-seekers-unhcr-regional.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/4/5ea13da74/news-comment-maritime-movements-refugees-asylum-seekers-unhcr-regional.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/4/5ea13da74/news-comment-maritime-movements-refugees-asylum-seekers-unhcr-regional.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/4/5ea13da74/news-comment-maritime-movements-refugees-asylum-seekers-unhcr-regional.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/4/5ea177394/unhcr-calls-warring-parties-protect-civilians-sahel-lake-chad-regions.html


   

  

 
UNHCR calls on warring parties to protect civilians in the Sahel and Lake Chad regions 
23 Apr 2020  
 
On the eve of Ramadan, UNHCR calls for support for refugees and displaced people as 
millions are exposed to deprivation amid the COVID-19 crisis  
23 Apr 2020  
 
Beware long-term damage to human rights and refugee rights from the coronavirus 
pandemic: UNHCR 
22 Apr 2020  
 
Massive floods in DRC’s South Kivu impact 80,000 people, kill dozens 
21 Apr 2020  
 
COVID-19: UNHCR warns of severe implications for annual monsoon response in 
Bangladesh  
21 Apr 2020  
 
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
Selected Announcements 
IOM Iraq Appeals for USD 20.4 Million to Enhance National COVID-19 Response 
2020-04-24 14:00 
Baghdad – IOM Iraq is appealing to the international community for USD 20,450,000 to contribute to 
halting further transmission of COVID-19 and mitigating the impact of the outbreak, including the 
socio-economic impact as well as the threat to public health. 
 
Nigeria: IOM Builds Quarantine Shelters as Conflict-Affected Borno State Records First 
COVID-19 Cases 
2020-04-24 13:50 
Maiduguri – Conflict-affected communities in north-east Nigeria are increasingly vulnerable to the 
COVID-19 pandemic as cases begin to be reported in Borno State. An outbreak 
would have devastating consequences for millions of internally displaced persons (IDPs) throughout 
the... 
 
Mediterranean Migrant Arrivals Reach 16,724 in 2020; Deaths Reach 256 
2020-04-24 12:59 
Geneva – IOM reports that 16,724 migrants and refugees have entered Europe by sea through almost 
four months of 2020, a 16 per cent increase from the 14,381 arriving during the same period last year. 
Nearly half of all arrivals have been to Greece, this year’s busiest... 
 
Migration from Africa to Arabian Gulf Decreases, Risks Facing Migrants Increase as 
Countries Grapple with COVID-19  
2020-04-23 09:41 

https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/4/5ea177394/unhcr-calls-warring-parties-protect-civilians-sahel-lake-chad-regions.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/4/5ea177394/unhcr-calls-warring-parties-protect-civilians-sahel-lake-chad-regions.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/4/5ea177394/unhcr-calls-warring-parties-protect-civilians-sahel-lake-chad-regions.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/4/5ea1808a1/eve-ramadan-unhcr-calls-support-refugees-displaced-people-millions-exposed.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/4/5ea1808a1/eve-ramadan-unhcr-calls-support-refugees-displaced-people-millions-exposed.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/4/5ea1808a1/eve-ramadan-unhcr-calls-support-refugees-displaced-people-millions-exposed.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/4/5ea1808a1/eve-ramadan-unhcr-calls-support-refugees-displaced-people-millions-exposed.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/4/5ea1808a1/eve-ramadan-unhcr-calls-support-refugees-displaced-people-millions-exposed.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/4/5ea035ba4/beware-long-term-damage-human-rights-refugee-rights-coronavirus-pandemic.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/4/5ea035ba4/beware-long-term-damage-human-rights-refugee-rights-coronavirus-pandemic.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/4/5ea035ba4/beware-long-term-damage-human-rights-refugee-rights-coronavirus-pandemic.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/4/5ea035ba4/beware-long-term-damage-human-rights-refugee-rights-coronavirus-pandemic.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/4/5ea035ba4/beware-long-term-damage-human-rights-refugee-rights-coronavirus-pandemic.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/4/5e9ea96f4/massive-floods-drcs-south-kivu-impact-80000-people-kill-dozens.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/4/5e9ea96f4/massive-floods-drcs-south-kivu-impact-80000-people-kill-dozens.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/4/5e9ea96f4/massive-floods-drcs-south-kivu-impact-80000-people-kill-dozens.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/4/5e9ea96f4/massive-floods-drcs-south-kivu-impact-80000-people-kill-dozens.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/4/5e9ea77e4/covid-19-unhcr-warns-severe-implications-annual-monsoon-response-bangladesh.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/4/5e9ea77e4/covid-19-unhcr-warns-severe-implications-annual-monsoon-response-bangladesh.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/4/5e9ea77e4/covid-19-unhcr-warns-severe-implications-annual-monsoon-response-bangladesh.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/4/5e9ea77e4/covid-19-unhcr-warns-severe-implications-annual-monsoon-response-bangladesh.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/4/5e9ea77e4/covid-19-unhcr-warns-severe-implications-annual-monsoon-response-bangladesh.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/4/5e9ea77e4/covid-19-unhcr-warns-severe-implications-annual-monsoon-response-bangladesh.html
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-iraq-appeals-usd-204-million-enhance-national-covid-19-response
https://www.iom.int/news/nigeria-iom-builds-quarantine-shelters-conflict-affected-borno-state-records-first-covid-19
https://www.iom.int/news/nigeria-iom-builds-quarantine-shelters-conflict-affected-borno-state-records-first-covid-19
https://www.iom.int/news/mediterranean-migrant-arrivals-reach-16724-2020-deaths-reach-256
https://www.iom.int/news/migration-africa-arabian-gulf-decreases-risks-facing-migrants-increase-countries-grapple-covid
https://www.iom.int/news/migration-africa-arabian-gulf-decreases-risks-facing-migrants-increase-countries-grapple-covid


   

  

Nairobi/Cairo – Migration on the world’s busiest maritime route from the Horn of Africa to the Arabian 
Gulf has dropped dramatically since the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic while stigmatization and ill-
treatment of migrants are increasing.  
 
IOM Responding to New COVID-19 Outbreak in Greece  
2020-04-21 19:26 
The International Organization for Migration is responding to a new outbreak of COVID-19 in an IOM-
managed temporary accommodation facility for asylum seekers in Southern Greece after 150 people 
tested positive for the virus on Monday.  
 
IOM Steps Up Risk Communication and Community Engagement in Response to COVID-19 
in West and Central Africa 
2020-04-21 13:00 
Dakar – In West and Central Africa, the spread of COVID-19 has been accompanied by a contagion of 
misinformation, creating fear and uncertainty among certain communities. 
 
 
UNAIDS [to 25 Apr 2020]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
Selected Press Releases/Reports/Statements 
24 April 2020 
COVID-19 responses must uphold and protect the human rights of sex workers  
 
21 April 2020 
Sex workers adapting to COVID-19  
 
20 April 2020 
Wide differences in incidence–prevalence ratio by region  
  
 
Unitaid  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://unitaid.org/#en 
Featured News 
24 April 2020 
Unitaid responds to global call to action partnership for COVID-19 
 
24 April 2020 
Unitaid reaffirms its commitment to confront malaria in the context of COVID-19 
 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 25 Apr 2020]  
24 April 2020   News release 
Global leaders unite to ensure everyone everywhere can access new vaccines, tests and 
treatments for COVID-19 
[See COVID-19 above for detail] 
 
24 April 2020   Statement 

https://www.iom.int/news/iom-responding-new-covid-19-outbreak-greece
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-steps-risk-communication-and-community-engagement-response-covid-19-west-and-central-africa
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-steps-risk-communication-and-community-engagement-response-covid-19-west-and-central-africa
http://www.unaids.org/en
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/april/20200424_sex-work
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/april/20200421_indonesia
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/april/20200420_wide-differences-incidence-prevalence-ratio-by-region
https://unitaid.org/#en
https://unitaid.org/news-blog/unitaid-responds-to-global-call-to-action-partnership-for-covid-19/
https://unitaid.org/news-blog/unitaid-reaffirms-its-commitment-to-confront-malaria-in-the-context-of-covid-19/
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/24-04-2020-global-leaders-unite-to-ensure-everyone-everywhere-can-access-new-vaccines-tests-and-treatments-for-covid-19
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/24-04-2020-global-leaders-unite-to-ensure-everyone-everywhere-can-access-new-vaccines-tests-and-treatments-for-covid-19


   

  

Commitment and call to action: Global collaboration to accelerate new COVID-19 health 
technologies 
[See COVID-19 above for detail] 
 
23 April 2020   News release 
WHO reports fivefold increase in cyber attacks, urges vigilance 
 
23 April 2020   News release 
Hard fought gains in immunization coverage at risk without critical health services, warns 
WHO 
 
23 April 2020   Statement 
WHO urges countries to move quickly to save lives from malaria in sub-Saharan Africa 
 
20 April 2020   Statement 
ITU-WHO Joint Statement: Unleashing information technology to defeat COVID-19 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO      
:: Niger reports new polio outbreak  24 April 2020  
   Niger has reported a new polio outbreak that has affected two children in Niamey and Tillaberi 
region, the World Health Organization (WHO) said today. 
:: Africa Vaccination Week 2020 kicks off as COVID-19 threatens immunization gains 24 April 2020  
  This year’s Africa Vaccination Week starts today as the COVID-19 pandemic is causing significant 
disruption to vaccination efforts and to the surveillance of vaccine-preventable diseases on the 
continent.  
:: WHO urges countries not to let COVID-19 eclipse other health issues  23 April 2020  
   Public health systems in Africa are coming under severe strain as the unprecedented COVID-19 
pandemic persists. But as countries battle to bring the outbreak under control, efforts must also be 
maintained on other health emergencies and progress made against diseases such as malaria or polio 
preserved, the World Health Organization (WHO) urged today. 
:   African regulatory agencies, ethics committees to expedite COVID-19 clinical trial r... 
20 April 2020  
   National regulatory authorities and national ethics committees from across Africa have agreed to 
combine their expertise to expedite clinical trial review and approvals for new multinational preventive, 
diagnostic and therapeutic interventions to the COVID-19 pandemic. However, joint reviews are based 
on voluntary cooperation between the national regulatory authorities and ethics committees. Each 
country is solely responsible for granting regulatory approval. 
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
No new digest content identified. 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
::  21 April 2020   News release 

https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/24-04-2020-commitment-and-call-to-action-global-collaboration-to-accelerate-new-covid-19-health-technologies
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/24-04-2020-commitment-and-call-to-action-global-collaboration-to-accelerate-new-covid-19-health-technologies
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/23-04-2020-who-reports-fivefold-increase-in-cyber-attacks-urges-vigilance
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/23-04-2020-hard-fought-gains-in-immunization-coverage-at-risk-without-critical-health-services-warns-who
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/23-04-2020-hard-fought-gains-in-immunization-coverage-at-risk-without-critical-health-services-warns-who
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/23-04-2020-who-urges-countries-to-move-quickly-to-save-lives-from-malaria-in-sub-saharan-africa
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/20-04-2020-itu-who-joint-statement-unleashing-information-technology-to-defeat-covid-19
http://www.afro.who.int/
https://www.afro.who.int/news/niger-reports-new-polio-outbreak
https://www.afro.who.int/news/africa-vaccination-week-2020-kicks-covid-19-threatens-immunization-gains
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https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=466:2008-media-center-press-releases&Itemid=40108&lang=en
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WHO condoles death of staff in Myanmar, condemns targeting of health workers involved in COVID19 
response 
 
WHO European Region EURO  
:: WHO/Europe publishes considerations for gradual easing of COVID-19 measures 24-04-2020  
:: Invest in the overlooked and unsung: build sustainable people-centred long-term care in the wake of 
COVID-19 23-04-2020  
::WHO expert mission to Belarus recommends physical distancing measures as COVID-19 virus 
transmits in the community 21-04-2020  
:: We all look forward to the day when we can be protected from COVID-19 through a vaccine. :: 
Statement by HRH The Crown Princess Mary of Denmark 20-04-2020  
:: Maintaining routine immunization services vital during the COVID-19 pandemic 20-04-2020  
    
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: WHO urges countries to continue lifesaving immunization services during the COVID-19 pandemic 
   24 APRIL 2020 | Cairo –  Any suspension of immunization services or hesitancy to use them during 
the COVID-19 pandemic will result in a resurgence of diseases that have largely been controlled thanks 
to safe and effective vaccines. That is the warning from WHO's Regional Office for the Eastern 
Mediterranean as World Immunization Week (24–30 April 2020) begins.   
:: Statement by WHO's Regional Director Dr Ahmed Al-Mandhari on Ramadan during the pandemic 
22 April 2020 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
:: Virtual press conference on COVID-19 outbreak in the Western Pacific Region: 21 April 2020 
Remarks by Dr Takeshi Kasai, WHO Regional Director for the Western Pacific 
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2020/ 
Press Releases 
24/04/20 
Responding to the COVID-19 crisis: the contribution of the veterinary profession 
In the face of the current pandemic, solidarity is key. On the occasion of World Veterinary Day, which 
will be held on April 25th, the OIE pays tribute to the great effort made by the veterinary profession to 
support the human health sector, from research to human sample testing, as well as provision of 
human and material resources.  
  …This pandemic awakens the need for longstanding and sustainable One Health collaboration which 
can take many forms.  
   Beyond collaborative research, the animal health sector, and in particular, Veterinary Services, 
contribute in various ways towards building a common response to the pandemic. In many countries, 
veterinarians have shown their commitment to support the work of human health authorities. 
Veterinary laboratories have used their experience and expertise in high throughput testing capacity of 
infectious diseases to engage in activities such as surveillance screening, by testing human samples, 
thereby supporting the diagnostic capacity of human health services. Some veterinary clinics have been 
donating essential materials such as personal protective equipment and ventilators. Veterinary 
professionals have also been volunteering in hospitals and laboratories when human resources were 
not sufficient. In some countries, veterinary epidemiologists have been supporting their counterparts in 
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https://www.who.int/southeastasia/news/detail/21-04-2020-who-condoles-death-of-staff-in-myanmar-condemns-targeting-of-health-workers-involved-in-covid19-response
http://www.euro.who.int/
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http://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/sections/statements/2020/statement-invest-in-the-overlooked-and-unsung-build-sustainable-people-centred-long-term-care-in-the-wake-of-covid-19
http://www.euro.who.int/en/countries/belarus/news/news/2020/4/who-expert-mission-to-belarus-recommends-physical-distancing-measures-as-covid-19-virus-transmits-in-the-community2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/countries/belarus/news/news/2020/4/who-expert-mission-to-belarus-recommends-physical-distancing-measures-as-covid-19-virus-transmits-in-the-community2
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http://www.euro.who.int/en/about-us/patron/speeches-and-statements/eiw-2020-statement-we-all-look-forward-to-the-day-when-we-can-be-protected-from-covid-19-through-a-vaccine
http://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/sections/statements/2020/whounicef-joint-statement-maintaining-routine-immunization-services-vital-during-the-covid-19-pandemic
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http://www.emro.who.int/media/news/who-urges-countries-to-continue-lifesaving-immunization-services-during-the-covid-19-pandemic.html
http://www.emro.who.int/media/news/statement-by-whos-regional-director-dr-ahmed-al-mandhari-on-ramadan-during-the-pandemic.html
http://www.wpro.who.int/
https://www.who.int/westernpacific/news/speeches/detail/virtual-press-conference-on-covid-19-outbreak-in-the-western-pacific-region-21-april-2020
https://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2020/
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the public health response to track the disease in humans and to support the development of effective 
public health interventions… 
 
 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
Selected Press Releases/Announcements 
COVID-19: $30 million Rapid Response Facility launched for vulnerable countries 
Pre-existing conditions such as poverty, insecurity, weak governance and fragile infrastructure in low-
and middle-income countries threaten to exacerbate the impact of COVID-19 if not immediately…  
Posted on April 23, 2020 
 
 
UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://www.unenvironment.org/ 
News 
22 Apr 2020   Press release  
“Earth School” launches to keep students connected to nature in the time of COVID-19 
Nairobi, 22 April 2020 - In response to the COVID-19 crisis, an unprecedented coalition has come 
together to launch “Earth School,” which provides free, high-quality educational content to help 
students, parents… 
 
 
UNDRR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://www.undrr.org/ 
Updates    
25 April 2020  
UNDRR Asia-Pacific COVID-19 Webinars  

http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/news/2020/COVID-19_30_million_Rapid_Response_Facility_launched_for_vulnerable_countries.html
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/
https://www.unenvironment.org/
https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/press-release/earth-school-launches-keep-students-connected-nature-time-covid-19
https://www.undrr.org/
https://www.undrr.org/news/undrr-asia-pacific-covid-19-webinars


   

  

As the first region to be impacted by COVID-19, Asia-Pacific has become the testing ground for 
innovations and solutions to tackle this global disaster. UNDRR’s Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific 
will be organizing over the coming weeks a series of 
 
24 April 2020  
COVID-19 is huge challenge for business resilience  
GENEVA - The COVID-19 pandemic has tipped the world into recession and the world’s most disaster-
prone region Asia and the Pacific is really feeling the economic pain. Tourism is a good barometer of 
that pain as small and medium sized enterprises make up 
 
22 April 2020  
Webinar: Youth Engagement in Disaster Risk Reduction and COVID-19  
The UNDRR Regional Office for Arab States will host a webinar discussing youth leadership and their 
response to COVID – 19. UNDRR aims to cultivate the next generation of leaders, and to ensure they 
are looped into decision-making conversations about 
 
 
UN DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/  
Latest News 
‘Leave no one behind’ mantra matters more than ever, as coronavirus threatens all 
humanity 
24 April 2020, New York  
   Secretary-General António Guterres issued a three-point global “Call to Action” on Thursday to 
cushion the colossal fallout from the COVID-19 pandemic, pressing Governments 
to unify around a defining moment in history, as the new session of the UN’s Financing for 
Development Forum got underway. 
 
 
UNESCO  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://en.unesco.org/news 
Latest News 
UNESCO condemns the killing of 17 people in Virunga National Park, Democratic Republic 
of the Congo 
25/04/2020  
  The Director-General of UNESCO, Ms Azoulay, strongly condemned the killing of 13 employees of the 
Congolese Institute for the Conservation of Nature (ICCN), and of four civilians on 24 April 2020 in the 
vicinity of Virunga National Park, a UNESCO World Heritage property in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo.  
   "In a global context already weakened by a health crisis linked to COVID-19, the staff of Virunga 
National Park are unfortunately still paying a heavy price for the protection and conservation of our 
common heritage, said Ms Azoulay. I pay tribute to the victims and extend our sympathy and support 
to their families and colleagues. UNESCO will continue to support the efforts of the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo to strengthen the capacities of the staff responsible for the protection of its 
natural sites."… 
 
Site managers report on Covid-19 

https://www.undrr.org/news/covid-19-huge-challenge-business-resilience
https://www.undrr.org/news/webinar-youth-engagement-disaster-risk-reduction-and-covid-19
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/financing/for-development-forum-2020.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/financing/for-development-forum-2020.html
http://en.unesco.org/news
https://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-condemns-killing-17-people-virunga-national-park-democratic-republic-congo
https://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-condemns-killing-17-people-virunga-national-park-democratic-republic-congo
http://whc.unesco.org/en/news/2101/


   

  

   World Heritage sites are also affected by the Covid-19 pandemic, and the managers of World 
Heritage sites tell us how they are coping with the crisis. 
   The UNESCO World Heritage Centre would like to warmly thank the site managers and staff who 
made the effort to update us during this particularly difficult time. 
   This page will continue to be updated. 
 
More than 130 Ministers call for support to culture sector in COVID-19 crisis response 
23/04/2020  
   Over 130 Ministers and Vice-Ministers of Culture joined the online meeting convened by UNESCO to 
discuss actions to bolster the cultural sector, which is facing unprecedented upheaval due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The ministers spoke of the direct effects of the current crisis on tourism, 
museums, cultural production and artists, as well as the measures that they have taken to mitigate the 
impact of the crisis. They reaffirmed their commitment to intergovernmental dialogue and international 
solidarity in order to strengthen and unite their efforts… 
 
 
International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS)  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://www.icomos.org/en/ 
Announcements 
ICOMOS joins UNESCO in expressing concern over sudden floods in Yemen  
Written on 23 April 2020.  
   ICOMOS joins UNESCO in expressing concern over flash floods in the Old City of Sana’a, 
Yemen, inscribed on UNESCO’s World Heritage List in 1986, and included on the List of World Heritage 
in Danger since 2015. 
   Recent heavy rains have resulted in extensive damage to the city’s infrastructure, homes, and 
residential areas located along Wadi Sailah, adversely impacting the already vulnerable community and 
their fragile cultural heritage, which has been damaged by the conflict and a lack of resources, at a 
time in which the spread of COVID-19 has become of global concern. 
   Read UNESCO's article about the situation. 
 
 
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp 
23/04/2020 - The Secretary-General: We are all in this Together: Human Rights and COVID-
19 Response and Recovery 
 
23/04/2020 - The Secretary-General's Message on the International Day of Multilateralism 
and Diplomacy for Peace 
 
22/04/2020 - Wildlife trafficking harms animals and human health: the case of Pangolins 
 
22/04/2020 - The Secretary-General: Remarks on International Mother Earth Day 22 April 
2020 
 
 
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://unhabitat.org/ 
News and Stories 

https://en.unesco.org/news/more-130-ministers-call-support-culture-sector-covid-19-crisis-response
https://en.unesco.org/news/five-steps-support-education-all-time-covid-19
https://en.unesco.org/news/five-steps-support-education-all-time-covid-19
https://www.icomos.org/en/
https://www.icomos.org/en/178-english-categories/news/74944-icomos-joins-unesco-in-expressing-concerns-over-sudden-floods-in-yemen
https://www.icomos.org/en/178-english-categories/news/74944-icomos-joins-unesco-in-expressing-concerns-over-sudden-floods-in-yemen#link_tab
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http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/releases/2020/April/the-secretary-generals-message-on-the-international-day-of-multilateralism-and-diplomacy-for-peace.html
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/releases/2020/April/the-secretary-generals-message-on-the-international-day-of-multilateralism-and-diplomacy-for-peace.html
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/documents/press/releases/Pangolins_WCR2020_press_release.pdf
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/releases/2020/April/the-secretary-general_-remarks-on-international-mother-earth-day-22-april-2020.html
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/releases/2020/April/the-secretary-general_-remarks-on-international-mother-earth-day-22-april-2020.html
http://unhabitat.org/


   

  

UN-Habitat's Covid-19 support on multiple fronts in Kenya’s Kakuma-Kalobeyei refugee 
settlement areas 
Sunday 26 April, 2020  
 
Coronavirus will travel 'incredibly fast' in Africa's slums, UN-Habitat chief warns 
Sunday 26 April, 2020  
 
UN-Habitat supports municipalities with a rapid assessment of COVID-19 challenges in 
Lebanon 
Friday 24 April, 2020  
 
 Cultural mobilization in the COVID-19 pandemic 
Friday 24 April, 2020  
 
UN-Habitat launches COVID-19 Response Plan and Campaign targeting the world’s most 
vulnerable communities  
Thursday 23 April, 2020  
 
Health and hygiene promotion among Nepali villagers is paying off 
Wednesday 22 April, 2020  
 
UN-Habitat organizes community awareness training on COVID-19 in Cambodia 
Wednesday 22 April, 2020  
 
EU-funded urban profiling and recovery planning workshop looks at Yemen’s Al Hawtah 
Wednesday 22 April, 2020  
 
Handicraft workers in Nepal retrained to make material to protect against COVID-19 
Tuesday 21 April, 2020  
 
Press Release on Live Learning Session on leveraging migrants’ contribution and 
protecting the most vulnerable during the COVID-19 crisis 
Tuesday 21 April, 2020  
 
 
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ILO International Labour Organization  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm 
COVID-19: Relying on social dialogue for solutions 
The COVID-19 crisis: A wake-up call to strengthen social protection systems   
24 April 2020  
Countries with effective health and social protection systems are better prepared to respond to the 
pandemic. 
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https://unhabitat.org/press-release-on-live-learning-session-on-leveraging-migrants%E2%80%99-contribution-and-protecting-the-most
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The G20 and the COVID-19 pandemic 
Global action to beat COVID-19 crisis vital to prevent employment disaster, ILO tells G20 
ministers   
23 April 2020  
More needs to be done to protect workers and support businesses, particularly in low and middle 
income countries, the ILO Director-General has told labour ministers. 
 
COVID-19: Supporting enterprises, jobs and incomes 
ILO welcomes joint action to tackle COVID-19 threats to global garment industry   
22 April 2020  
Employers, workers, retailers and major brands will form an international working group – convened by 
the International Labour Organization – to address the already serious damage to the garment industry 
caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
COVID-19: Stimulating the economy and employment 
COVID-19: How social and economic sectors are responding   
21 April 2020  
The COVID-19 crisis is having a devastating effect on all social and economic sectors. In a series of 
briefs, the ILO analyses how the pandemic is affecting the functioning of these sectors and how they 
are responding to alleviate its effects. 
 
 
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.icao.int/  
Latest News and Highlights    
International cooperation critical to economic recovery of Central American and Caribbean 
aviation-centric national economies 
24/4/20 
 
Potentially 1.2 billion fewer international air travellers by September 2020, says new ICAO 
forecast 
24/4/20 
 
 
IMO International Maritime Organization  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx 
Latest Press Briefings  
“You are not alone” - IMO Secretary-General issues impassioned personal message to 
seafarers  
   21/04/2020 You are not forgotten,” says IMO Secretary-General Kitack Lim in a personal message to 
seafarers everywhere, assuring them that IMO understands the unique problems they face during the 
coronavirus pandemic and is working tirelessly to find solutions.    
 
 
WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release 
Press Release  
Earth Day highlights Climate Action 
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Publish Date: 22 April 2020  
COVID-19 exacerbates socio-economic impacts of climate change, which accelerated in past 5 years 
   In the 50 years since the first celebration of Earth Day, the physical signs of climate change and 
impacts on our planet have gathered pace, reaching a crescendo in the past five years, which were the 
hottest on record. That trend is expected to continue, according to the World Meteorological 
Organization (WMO). 
 
 
UPU  Universal Postal Union   [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://news.upu.int/no_cache/news/ 
News 
Mail delivery in the time of Coronavirus 
24.04.2020 - With more than 1.2 billion people estimated to be in lockdown with the closure of schools 
and non-essential shops, COVID-19 – now a pandemic – has effectively shut down most of the world 
 
 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html 
News 
UNIDO, Norway to help SMEs mitigate negative economic impact of COVID-19 
   VIENNA, 23 April 2020 - UNIDO and the Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation (Norad) 
have unveilled a large-scale new programmatic framework, the Global Market Access Programme 
(GMAP). 
 
UNIDO reaches out to QI counterparts in fight against COVID-19 
   VIENNA, 20 April - The devastating impact of the COVID-19 pandemic has reinforced the importance 
of quality infrastructure (QI) in order to meet essential societal needs: maintaining reliable standards in 
laboratory testing of samples; ensuring safely manufactured medical supplies and personal protective 
equipment; and continuing trading within essential value chains. 
 
 
International Organization for Standardization (ISO)  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/ 
News 
By Elizabeth Gasiorowski-Denis on 24 April 2020  
New ISO standard rolls out practical tips for employee engagement  
   Looking for the latest on employee engagement practices? Look no further. The arrival of ISO 10018 
promises to shake up the marketplace – even for the most innovative of organizations. Learn ways to 
engage people in your quality management system and enhance their involvement and competence 
within it.  
 
By Clare Naden on 23 April 2020  
Strengthening communities at challenging times  
   We are all feeling the impact of Covid-19, but some people are at greater risk than others. How can 
communities identify those who are vulnerable and ensure they get the help they need? Structured 
guidance on how to do that can provide a lifeline to communities already stretched to their limits.  
 
22 April 2020  
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COVID-19: National resources  
   This page is dedicated to featuring national resources developed by ISO members to support the 
fight against COVID-19.  
 
By Barnaby Lewis on 21 April 2020  
When the stars align  
   ISO 22483 is the all-new standard that takes the guess work out of hotel booking.  
 
 
UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://www.unwto.org/news 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/ 
Press Releases 
World Intellectual Property Day 2020: Green Innovation Surge Needed to Address Climate 
Change, New WIPO Figures Show 
   Innovation in environmentally friendly technologies as measured by international patent applications 
barely rose in 2019, according to new WIPO figures released for World Intellectual Property Day 2020, 
prompting a call from WIPO Director General Francis Gurry for a green tech surge to fight climate 
change. 
Apr 21, 2020 PR/2020/851 
 
WIPO Launches New Search Facility For PATENTSCOPE Database to Support COVID-19 
Innovation Efforts 
   The World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) today launched a new search functionality for 
its global patent database, PATENTSCOPE, to facilitate the location and retrieval of information 
contained in published patent documents that may be useful for innovators developing new 
technologies to fight the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Apr 20, 2020 PR/2020/850 
 
 
CBD  Convention on Biological Diversity [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://www.cbd.int/ 
23.04.2020 Up to US$18 million in development activities across the Indo-Pacific region 
from USAID  
 
23.04.2020 Grants for Access to Water and Sanitation  
 
:::::: 
 
USAID [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Announcements 
Statement from USAID Acting Administrator John Barsa on World Malaria Day  

https://www.iso.org/covid19-members
https://www.iso.org/news/ref2497.html
https://www.unwto.org/news
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/
https://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/articles/2020/article_0007.html
https://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/articles/2020/article_0007.html
https://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/articles/2020/article_0007.html
https://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/articles/2020/article_0008.html
https://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/articles/2020/article_0008.html
https://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/articles/2020/article_0008.html
https://www.cbd.int/
https://www.cbd.int/biobridge/platform/submit/bbi-Opportunity/249756/view
https://www.cbd.int/biobridge/platform/submit/bbi-Opportunity/249756/view
https://www.cbd.int/biobridge/platform/submit/bbi-Opportunity/249756/view
https://www.cbd.int/biobridge/platform/submit/bbi-Opportunity/249758/view
https://www.cbd.int/biobridge/platform/submit/bbi-Opportunity/249758/view
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/apr-24-2020-usaid-acting-administrator-john-barsa-world-malaria-day


   

  

April 24, 2020 
Malaria thrives in times of crisis. When Ebola struck Africa and disrupted health care, malaria spiked. 
When Cyclones Idai and Kenneth tore through the Republic of Mozambique, malarious mosquitoes 
flourished in floodwater. As the humanitarian crisis in Venezuela caused by the criminal Maduro regime 
spiralled out of control, malaria soared. 
 
U.S. Government Provides Humanitarian Assistance in Response to Tropical Cyclone Harold 
in the Pacific  
April 21, 2020 
The U.S. Government, through the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), is providing 
$400,000 in immediate assistance to support the response to Tropical Cyclone Harold, which unleashed 
severe destruction during its week-long path across the southern Pacific Islands. 
 
 
DFID  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development 
Press Releases 
Statement on Global Vaccine Summit  
   The UK hosted Global Vaccine Summit on June 4 will now be an entirely virtual event.  
Updated: 24 April 2020  
 
UK leads way as nations endorse landmark pledge to make coronavirus vaccines and 
treatments available to all  
   Countries from around the world today joined the UK in pledging to give everyone equal access to 
new coronavirus vaccines and treatments around the world.  
Updated: 24 April 2020  
 
 
ECHO  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news 
Latest News 
Coronavirus: EU coordinates assistance to alleviate medical stock shortages on Dutch 
Caribbean islands 
24/04/2020 
Following a request for assistance via the EU Civil Protection Mechanism in the fight against the 
coronavirus pandemic, the EU is coordinating the delivery of assistance to the six Dutch Caribbean 
Islands. Janez Lenarčič, Commissioner for Crisis... 
  
Coronavirus: EU mobilises further help for Western Balkans 
22/04/2020 
Following a request for assistance from Albania via the EU Civil Protection Mechanism in the fight 
against the coronavirus pandemic, Austria has offered gloves and hand disinfectant. The EU is 
coordinating and co-financing the delivery of the aid...  
 
Coronavirus: EU mobilises help for Italy, Croatia and neighbouring countries 
1/04/2020 

https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/apr-21-2020-us-government-provides-humanitarian-assistance-response-cyclone-harold
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/apr-21-2020-us-government-provides-humanitarian-assistance-response-cyclone-harold
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/statement-on-global-vaccine-summit
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-leads-way-as-nations-endorse-landmark-pledge-to-make-coronavirus-vaccines-and-treatments-available-to-all
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-leads-way-as-nations-endorse-landmark-pledge-to-make-coronavirus-vaccines-and-treatments-available-to-all
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/coronavirus-eu-coordinates-assistance-alleviate-medical-stock-shortages-dutch-caribbean-islands_en
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/coronavirus-eu-coordinates-assistance-alleviate-medical-stock-shortages-dutch-caribbean-islands_en
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/coronavirus-eu-mobilises-further-help-western-balkans_en
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/coronavirus-eu-mobilises-help-italy-croatia-and-neighbouring-countries_en


   

  

Following requests for assistance via the EU Civil Protection Mechanism in the fight against the 
coronavirus pandemic, the EU is coordinating and co-financing the delivery of aid shipments in the EU 
and in neighbouring countries. Slovakia is...  
 
:::::: 
 
African Union [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.au.int/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of Social  
Press releases 
World Malaria Day: Zero Malaria Starts With Me 
April 25, 2020  
   Today, the African Union Commission joins the world to celebrate the World Malaria Day by declaring 
the theme of the  
 
Joint Statement CIE / ICAO on Support to Continental Strategy on COVID-19 
April 22, 2020  
 
AU & Africa CDC Partnership to Accelerate COVID-19 Testing: Trace, Test & Track 
April 21, 2020  
 
Wellcome and DFID support Africa COVID-19 continental response with € 2.26 mill 
April 21, 2020  
 
 
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://asean.org/category/news/asean-secretariat-news/ 
Secretariat News 
ASEAN, China reaffirm commitment to forge closer cooperation 
   JAKARTA, 24 April 2020 – ASEAN and China reaffirmed their commitment to forge closer cooperation 
and further strengthen their strategic partnership at the 21st ASEAN-China Joint Cooperation 
Committee meeting held via video conference yesterday. The meeting welcomed the progress made in 
the implementation of the ASEAN-China Plan of Action 2016-2020 which includes the large number [...] 
 
China donates medical supplies to ASEAN Secretariat for COVID-19 prevention 
   JAKARTA, 21 April 2020 – In a show of solidarity to combat the COVID-19 pandemic, the Chinese 
government donated medical supplies to the ASEAN Secretariat (ASEC). The donation consists of 
75,000 surgical masks, 300 bottles of hand sanitizers (500ml) and 35 infrared thermometers that will 
be used and distributed accordingly to utilised by the staff [...] 
 
 
European Commission [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1 
Latest   
News  24 April 2020 
Von der Leyen announces Global Response and calls for united world front against 
coronavirus 

http://www.au.int/
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20200425/world-malaria-day-zero-malaria-starts-me
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20200422/joint-statement-meeting-between-dr-amani-abou-zeid-commissioner
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20200421/african-union-and-africa-centres-disease-control-and-prevention-launch
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20200421/wellcome-and-dfid-support-africa-covid-19-continental-response-eu-226-million
http://asean.org/category/news/asean-secretariat-news/
https://asean.org/asean-china-reaffirm-commitment-forge-closer-cooperation/
https://asean.org/china-donates-medical-supplies-asean-secretariat-covid-19-prevention/
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ac_20_749
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ac_20_749


   

  

President von der Leyen announced the EU was joining forces with global partners to kick-start a 
pledging effort – the Coronavirus Global Response  
   
Statement   24 April 2020 
Statement by President von der Leyen at the joint press conference with other leaders, 
organised by the WHO, on the call for global action against the coronavirus 
   
Press release  24 April 2020 
Coronavirus: EU guidance for a safe return to the workplace 
How to ensure the health and safety of workers when they come back to the workplace? In response, 
the European Agency for Safety and Health at Work (EU-OSHA) has issued today guidance on coming 
back to work. 
  
Press release  22 April 2020 
Coronavirus: Commission proposes €3 billion macro-financial assistance package to 
support ten neighbouring countries 
The Commission has adopted a proposal for a €3 billion macro-financial assistance (MFA) package to 
ten enlargement and neighbourhood partners to help them to limit the economic fallout of the 
coronavirus pandemic. 
  
Press release  21 April 2020 
Global Report on Food Crises reveals scope of food crises as COVID-19 poses new risks to 
vulnerable countries 
   
Press release  20 April 2020 
Coronavirus: Commission launches data sharing platform for researchers 
Today, the European Commission together with several partners launched a European COVID-19 Data 
Platform to enable the rapid collection and sharing of available research data. 
[See COVID-19 R&D above for detail] 
 
 
OECD  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.oecd.org/  
News 
The global response to the coronavirus pandemic must not be undermined by bribery  
   In the face of the coronavirus outbreak, the OECD Working Group on Bribery reaffirms its collective 
commitment to fight foreign bribery under the Anti-Bribery Convention.  
22-April-2020 
 
Covid-19 crisis underscores need to address trade in fake pharmaceuticals, say OECD & 
EUIPO  
   Recent seizures of fake medical supplies being marketed as protection against Covid-19 underscore 
the need to address a growing international trade in counterfeit pharmaceuticals that is costing billions 
of euros a year and putting lives at risk, according to the OECD and the EU’s Intellectual Property 
Office.  
22-April-2020 
 
 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/statement_20_741
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/statement_20_741
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_729
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_716
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_716
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_714
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_714
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_680
http://www.oecd.org/
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/the-global-response-to-the-coronavirus-pandemic-must-not-be-undermined-by-bribery.htm
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/covid-19-crisis-underscores-need-to-address-trade-in-fake-pharmaceuticals-say-oecd-and-euipo.htm
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/covid-19-crisis-underscores-need-to-address-trade-in-fake-pharmaceuticals-say-oecd-and-euipo.htm


   

  

Organization of American States (OAS)   [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.oas.org/en/ 
Press Releases 
OAS Launched Virtual Community of the Emergency and Security Systems of the Americas 
April 23, 2020 
   The Organization of American States (OAS) today presented the Virtual Platform of Emergency and 
Security Systems (EMS) a mechanism to support the countries of the region to face the challenges that 
COVID19 represents for the operations of emergency and security systems. 
   The Community, presented by the Secretary General of the OAS, Luis Almagro; the Secretary for 
Multidimensional Security of the OAS, Farah Urrutia; and the Chair of the Subsidiary Technical Group 
for Emergency and Security Services and Permanent Representative of Ecuador to the OAS, 
Ambassador Carlos Játiva,  is a common space where authorities and experts in the region can 
exchange, share and consult information, materials and tools, and access a series of resources to deal 
with the situation in real time and free of charge… 
 
 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://www.oic-oci.org/  
Selected Press Releases 
OIC Welcomes Ceasefire Extension Announcement by Joint Forces Command of the 
Coalition to Support Legitimacy in Yemen 
   The Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) welcomed the announcement by the Joint Forces 
Command of the Coalition to Support Legitimacy in Yemen of the extension of the ceasefire for one 
month starting Thursday 23 April 2020, at the request of the UN Secretary General’s Special Envoy to 
Yemen.... 
25/04/2020 
 
Final Communique Extraordinary Videoconference of the OIC Executive Committee at the 
Level of Foreign Ministers on the Consequences of the Novel Coronavirus Disease (COVID-
19) Pandemic and Joint Response  
22/04/2020 
 
International Girls in ICT Day: OIC Calls for Empowerment of Girls 
   On the International Girls in ICT Day celebrated by the international community on the fourth 
Thursday of April every year, Secretary General of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation H.E. Dr. 
Yousef A. Al-Othaimeen asserted that this occasion has special importance this year due to the pivotal 
role of the ICT for connecting people during the lockdown caused by the outbreak of the coronavirus 
disease (COVID-19) pandemic.... 
21/04/2020 
 
 
Group of 77  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.g77.org/ 
Latest Statements and Speeches 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 

http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_releases.asp
https://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=E-039/20
https://portal.portaleducoas.org/es/redes/oeadsp/ses-ess?lang=en
https://www.oic-oci.org/home/?lan=en
https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=23369&ref=13994&lan=en
https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=23369&ref=13994&lan=en
https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=23348&ref=13988&lan=en
https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=23348&ref=13988&lan=en
https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=23348&ref=13988&lan=en
https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=23345&ref=13986&lan=en
http://www.g77.org/


   

  

UNCTAD  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives]  
Press Releases 
23 Apr 2020 –  
A matter of life and debt: UN agency proposes global debt deal to prevent health pandemic 
spreading economic disaster across the developing world 
 
21 Apr 2020 –  
UNCTAD holds online eWeek to explore post-coronavirus digital economy solutions 
 
 
World Customs Organization – WCO  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.wcoomd.org/ 
Latest News 
24 April 2020  
COVID-19: WCO Secretariat shares guidance with Customs on efficient communication 
strategies during a crisis  
 
22 April 2020  
First results of a regional operation targeting illegal activities led by terrorist groups  
 
21 April 2020  
WCO and UPU take action to facilitate the sharing of information on the global postal 
supply chain in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic  
 
 
WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
WTO News and Events 
IMF and WTO heads call for lifting trade restrictions on medical supplies and food 
24 April 2020 
   International Monetary Fund (IMF) Managing Director Kristalina Georgieva and WTO Director-General 
Roberto Azevêdo issued a joint call on 24 April for governments to refrain from imposing export and 
other trade restrictions on key medical supplies and food and to quickly lift those put in place since the 
start of the year.  
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
EIF sets up web page, hosts webinars to examine trade impacts of COVID-19 on LDCs 
24 April 2020 
   The Enhanced Integrated Framework (EIF) has set up a dedicated webpage and will be organizing 
webinars to examine the trade impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on least developed countries 
(LDCs). 
 
WTO report finds growing number of export restrictions in response to COVID-19 crisis 
23 April 2020 
   Eighty countries and customs territories so far have introduced export prohibitions or restrictions as a 
result of the COVID-19 pandemic according to a new report by the WTO Secretariat. The report, which 

http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx
https://unctad.org/en/Pages/PressRelease.aspx?OriginalVersionID=551
https://unctad.org/en/Pages/PressRelease.aspx?OriginalVersionID=551
https://unctad.org/en/Pages/PressRelease.aspx?OriginalVersionID=550
http://www.wcoomd.org/
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/media/newsroom/2020/april/covid_19-wco-secretariat-shares-guidance-with-customs.aspx
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/media/newsroom/2020/april/covid_19-wco-secretariat-shares-guidance-with-customs.aspx
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/media/newsroom/2020/april/first-results-of-a-regional-operation-targeting-illegal-activities-led-by-terrorist-groups.aspx
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/media/newsroom/2020/april/wco-and-upu-take-action-to-facilitate-the-sharing-of-information.aspx
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/media/newsroom/2020/april/wco-and-upu-take-action-to-facilitate-the-sharing-of-information.aspx
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news20_e/igo_15apr20_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news20_e/if_24apr20_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news20_e/rese_23apr20_e.htm


   

  

is based on information from official sources and news outlets, draws attention to the current lack of 
transparency at the multilateral level and long-term risks that export restrictions pose to global supply 
chains and public welfare. 
 
DDG Wolff: Policy coordination needed to address pandemic challenges 
20 April 2020 
   In virtual remarks delivered to a 20 April webinar on the role of the WTO in responding to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, hosted by the Center for China and Globalization in Beijing, Deputy Director-
General Alan Wolff underlined the importance of global policy coordination to ensure an adequate 
supply of medicines and medical products to affected countries. “What has been discovered is that 
when it comes to medical supplies to fight the coronavirus, neither the unrestrained competition of the 
marketplace nor uncoordinated national government interventions are a satisfactory method to manage 
scarcity,” he declared. 
 
:::::: 
 
IPU  Inter-Parliamentary Union   [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases 
Press releases 
23/04/2020 
Multilateralism and inter-parliamentary cooperation strengthened during pandemic  
   …Through its campaign Parliaments in a time of pandemic, the IPU is helping to facilitate inter-
parliamentary coordination and solidarity by collating and sharing examples of how parliaments can 
continue to legislate, debate and scrutinize the actions of government in a time of lockdown and social 
distancing… 
 
 
International Court of Justice  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases 
Latest Press Releases 
Press release No. 2020/11  
23 April 2020  
The Court adopts measures to ensure the continued fulfilment of its mandate during the 
COVID-19 pandemic  
 
 
International Criminal Court (ICC)  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
Trying individuals for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/ 
News 
Passing of Felipe Michelini, Chair of the Board of Directors of the Trust Fund for Victims at 
the International Criminal Court  
Press Release 19 April 2020  
 
:::::: 
  
World Bank [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 

https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news20_e/ddgaw_20apr20_e.htm
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases/2020-04/multilateralism-and-inter-parliamentary-cooperation-strengthened-during-pandemic
https://www.ipu.org/parliaments-in-time-pandemic
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases
https://www.icj-cij.org/files/press-releases/0/000-20200423-PRE-01-00-EN.pdf
https://www.icj-cij.org/files/press-releases/0/000-20200423-PRE-01-00-EN.pdf
https://www.icc-cpi.int/
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=200420-tfv-press-release
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=200420-tfv-press-release
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all


   

  

[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week]  
Food Security and COVID-19 
Alarmed by a potential rise in food insecurity during the COVID-19 pandemic, many countries and 
organizations are mounting special efforts to keep agriculture safely running as an essential business, 
markets...  
Date: April 23, 2020 Type: Brief  
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
Strengthening Conditional Cash Transfers and the Single Registry in Brazil: A Second-
Generation Platform for Service Delivery for the Poor 
Challenge Before the 21st century, Brazil faced one of the world’s highest levels of income inequality 
and a steep gap between the poor and nonpoor in access to basic human development services. 
These...  
Date: April 22, 2020 Type: Result Brief L 
 
Energy access takes center stage in fighting COVID-19 (Coronavirus) and powering 
recovery in Africa 
COVID-19 is causing unprecedented disruptions around the world, with healthcare systems struggling 
and billions of people relying on electricity while confined to their homes. The pandemic is now 
spreading...  
Date: April 22, 2020 Type: Opinion  
 
Joint Statement on COVID-19 Impacts on Food Security and Nutrition 
FAO, IFAD, WFP and the World Bank on the occasion of the Extraordinary G20 Agriculture Minister’s 
Meeting WASHINGTON, April 21, 2020— The COVID-19 pandemic has led to dramatic loss of human 
life across...  
Date: April 21, 2020 Type: Statement  
[See Week in Review above ford detail] 
 
 
IMF  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article 
News, Announcements 
April 24, 2020 
WTO and IMF heads call for lifting trade restrictions on medical supplies and food  
[See Week in Review above ford detail] 
 
April 22, 2020 
IMF Approves US$363.27 Million Disbursement to the Democratic Republic of Congo to 
Address the COVID-19 Pandemic  
 
April 22, 2020 
IMF Executive Board – IMF COVID-19 Response—A New Short-Term Liquidity Line to 
Enhance the Adequacy of the Global Financial Safety Net  
 
April 20, 2020 
A Global Crisis Like No Other Needs a Global Response Like No Other – IMF Blog  

http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/agriculture/brief/food-security-and-covid-19
http://www.worldbank.org/en/results/2020/04/22/strengthening-conditional-cash-transfers-and-the-single-registry-in-brazil
http://www.worldbank.org/en/results/2020/04/22/strengthening-conditional-cash-transfers-and-the-single-registry-in-brazil
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/opinion/2020/04/22/energy-access-critical-to-overcoming-covid-19-in-africa
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/opinion/2020/04/22/energy-access-critical-to-overcoming-covid-19-in-africa
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/statement/2020/04/21/joint-statement-on-covid-19-impacts-on-food-security-and-nutrition
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article
https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2020/04/24/pr20187-wto-and-imf-joint-statement-on-trade-and-the-covid-19-response
https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2020/04/22/pr20182-democratic-republic-of-congo-imf-approves-disbursement-to-address-covid-19
https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2020/04/22/pr20182-democratic-republic-of-congo-imf-approves-disbursement-to-address-covid-19
https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2020/04/21/pr20180-imf-executive-board-covid-19-response-new-sll-enhance-adequacy-global-financial-safety-net
https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2020/04/21/pr20180-imf-executive-board-covid-19-response-new-sll-enhance-adequacy-global-financial-safety-net
https://blogs.imf.org/2020/04/20/a-global-crisis-like-no-other-needs-a-global-response-like-no-other/


   

  

 
 
African Development Bank Group  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://www.afdb.org/en 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Africa-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of No new 
digest content identified. 
Our collective humanity is at stake: African Development Bank President 
   22-Apr-2020 - African Development Bank Group President Akinwumi Adesina says an accelerated 
global health and economic effort is needed to overcome the COVID-19 pandemic in Africa. Stating 
that “one death is one too many” and that “our collective humanity is at stake,” Adesina urged U.S. 
and African government officials and corporate executives to forge new and sustainable partnerships 
that would endure beyond the pandemic. 
 
 
Asian Development Bank  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.adb.org/news/releases 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-•    
24 Apr 2020 
ADB President, Pakistan Minister of Economic Affairs Discuss Scaling Up Support to 
Combat COVID-19 
   ADB President Masatsugu Asakawa and Pakistan’s Federal Minister for Economic Affairs and ADB 
Governor Makhdoom Khusro Bukhtiar today discussed how ADB can scale up its support for the 
government’s response to the COVID-19... 
 
24 Apr 2020 
ADB, AIM Launch Global Hackathon for Digital Ideas to Respond to COVID-19 Crisis 
   ADB and AIM today launched the #DigitalAgainstCOVID-19 virtual challenge to crowdsource digital 
solutions and ideas to help countries in Asia and the Pacific deal with the medium- and long-term... 
 
24 Apr 2020 
ADB Approves $1.5 Billion Financing to Support the Philippines' COVID-19 Response 
   ADB has approved a $1.5 billion loan to help the Philippine government fund its novel coronavirus 
disease (COVID-19) response program and strengthen the country’s health care system in its fight 
against the pandemic. 
 
23 Apr 2020 
ADB Approves $1.5 Billion for Indonesia's COVID-19 Response 
   ADB today approved $1.5 billion in financing to support the Government of Indonesia’s efforts to 
alleviate the impact of the novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic on public health, 
livelihoods, and the economy. 
 
22 Apr 2020 
ADB Sells $4.5 Billion 5-Year Global Benchmark Bond 
   ADB returned to the US dollar bond market with the pricing of a $4.5 billion 5-year global benchmark 
bond issue, proceeds of which will be part of ADB’s ordinary capital resources. 
 
20 Apr 2020 
ADB President, Bangladesh Finance Minister Discuss Support for COVID-19 Response 

https://www.afdb.org/en
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/our-collective-humanity-stake-african-development-bank-president-35333
http://www.adb.org/news/releases
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-president-pakistan-minister-economic-affairs-discuss-scaling-support-combat-covid-19
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-president-pakistan-minister-economic-affairs-discuss-scaling-support-combat-covid-19
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-president-pakistan-minister-economic-affairs-discuss-scaling-support-combat-covid-19
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-president-pakistan-minister-economic-affairs-discuss-scaling-support-combat-covid-19
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-aim-launch-global-hackathon-digital-ideas-respond-covid-19-crisis
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-aim-launch-global-hackathon-digital-ideas-respond-covid-19-crisis
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-approves-1-5-billion-financing-support-philippines-covid-19-response
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-approves-1-5-billion-financing-support-philippines-covid-19-response
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-approves-1-5-billion-indonesias-covid-19-response
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-approves-1-5-billion-indonesias-covid-19-response
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-sells-45-billion-5-year-global-benchmark-bond
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-sells-45-billion-5-year-global-benchmark-bond
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-president-bangladesh-finance-minister-discuss-support-covid-19-response
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-president-bangladesh-finance-minister-discuss-support-covid-19-response


   

  

   ADB President Masatsugu Asakawa and Bangladesh Finance Minister and ADB Governor A H M 
Mustafa Kamal today discussed ADB’s support to Bangladesh in its fight against the novel coronavirus 
disease (COVID-19) pandemic. 
 
20 Apr 2020 
ADB Provides $1 Million in Relief for Vanuatu After Cyclone Harold 
   ADB today announced a $1 million grant to the Government of Vanuatu to help fund priority recovery 
activities following Tropical Cyclone Harold, which tore through the center of Vanuatu on 6 April. 
 
 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank   [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-
level announcements are added each week] 
News  
Beijing, China, April 20, 2020 
AIIB Approves USD170-M Loan to Improve Bangladesh Sanitation Infrastructure 
Total Investment in country now stands at over USD1 Billion 
   About 1.5 million residents in Bangladesh’s capital Dhaka will benefit from improved sanitation 
services following the approval by the Board of Directors of the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank 
(AIIB) of a USD170-million loan. 
 
 
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news 
News 
23 APR  
IFAD makes landmark investment in impact fund helping rural SMEs  
 
21 APR  
IFAD’s response to the COVID-19 crisis - protecting and enhancing rural resilience  
 
20 APR  
UN Goodwill Ambassadors Idris and Sabrina Elba launch appeal for IFAD’s $200 million 
coronavirus relief fund for rural communities  
 
20 APR  
New IFAD fund launched to help prevent rural food crisis in wake of COVID-19  
 
 
Islamic Development Bank  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://www.isdb.org/ 
News 
IsDB President meets virtually with Governors of Member Countries to discuss financial 
assistance to combat COVID-19  
   The virtual meetings between IsDB President and IsDB Governors continued for the third week with 
the aim of discussing each Member Country’s immediate needs 
24 April 2020 

https://www.adb.org/news/adb-provides-1-million-relief-vanuatu-after-cyclone-harold
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-provides-1-million-relief-vanuatu-after-cyclone-harold
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/2020/AIIB-Approves-USD170-M-Loan-to-Improve-Bangladesh-Sanitation-Infrastructure.html
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/41890785
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/41884689
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/41878099
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/41878099
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/41877895
https://www.isdb.org/
https://www.isdb.org/news/isdb-president-meets-virtually-with-governors-of-member-countries-to-discuss-financial-assistance-to-combat-covid-19
https://www.isdb.org/news/isdb-president-meets-virtually-with-governors-of-member-countries-to-discuss-financial-assistance-to-combat-covid-19


   

  

 
 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 
 
:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
   We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new research and 
major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, collaborations, and initiatives 
across the human rights, humanitarian response and development spheres of action.  WE will not 
reference fundraising announcements, programs, events or appeals, and generally not include content 
which is primarily photo-documentation or video in format. 
 
 
Action Contre la Faim – Action Against Hunger  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org 
Communiqués de presse 
Coronavirus 
Le Covid-19 pourrait provoquer l’effondrement du système alimentaire au Pakistan 
Posté le 21 avril 2020  
  Le Pakistan est confronté à la pandémie de Covid-19 avec plus de 9 000 cas signalés aujourd’hui. Les 
mesures mises en place pour lutter, à juste titre, contre le Covid-19 risquent d’engendrer une crise 
alimentaire dans le pays qui menacerait des millions de personnes selon Jennifer Ankrom, directrice 
d’Action contre la Faim au Pakistan. 
 
 
Alliance for International Medical Action (ALIMA)  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://www.alima-ngo.org/en/press-room 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://newsroom.amref.org/category/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases   
Press Releases  
Position on Suspension of World Health Organization Funding by US Government 
April 24, 2020  
 
Press Releases  
Amref International University Chancellor to Chair Ibrahim Prize for Achievement in Africa 
Leadership Committee 
April 20, 2020  
   Nairobi, February 20th 2020: The Chancellor of Amref International University (AMIU) and former 
President of Botswana, HE Festus Mogae has… 
 
 
Aravind Eye Care System  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://aravind.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 

http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/
https://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/a-la-une/le-covid-19-pourrait-provoquer-leffondrement-du-systeme-alimentaire-au-pakistan/
https://www.alima-ngo.org/en/press-room
http://amref.org/news/news/
https://newsroom.amref.org/category/press-releases/
https://newsroom.amref.org/press-releases/2020/04/position-on-suspension-of-world-health-organization-funding-by-us-government/
https://newsroom.amref.org/press-releases/2020/04/amref-international-university-chancellor-to-chair-ibrahim-prize-for-achievement-in-africa-leadership-committee/
https://newsroom.amref.org/press-releases/2020/04/amref-international-university-chancellor-to-chair-ibrahim-prize-for-achievement-in-africa-leadership-committee/
https://aravind.org/


   

  

 
  
BRAC  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.brac.net/#news 
Latest  
April 24, 2020 
Hope for a renewed fashion industry as we remember Rana Plaza during COVID-19 
 
April 22, 2020 
Lessons from COVID-19 on World Earth Day 
 
April 22, 2020 
Let there be light – How the WE SOLVE project is bringing light and opportunity to rural 
Tanzania 
 
20 April 2020 
Telecounselling service 'Moner Jotno Mobile E' For anxieties related to COVID-19 
 
 
Clubhouse International  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://www.drc.dk/news 
NEWS 
Extreme concern after the death of an aid worker transporting COVID-19 test samples in 
Myanmar 
   With shock and sadness 16 humanitarian organizations received the news of a fatal shooting incident 
involving a vehicle of the World Health Organization (WHO) carrying COVID-19 test samples in Rakhine 
State. We express our sincere condolences to the family and UN colleagues of Mr Pyae Sone Win 
Maung, the WHO driver who did not survive the incident, and wish the injured official from the Ministry 
of Health and Sports (MoHS) a swift recovery. 
22.04.2020 
 
 
ECPAT  [to 25 Apr 2020]  
http://www.ecpat.net/news 
News & Updates 
Bolivia’s leading example in fighting child sexual exploitation in travel and tourism 
Posted on 23/04/20 
   For a long time, Latin America has been a popular area for tourism but the region has also been 
facing instability due to economic, social and political issues. Now, as the COVID-19 pandemic is 
keeping visitors from travelling, high levels of poverty and inequality are making children—especially 
from indigenous groups in the region—more and more vulnerable to all forms of sexual exploitation.  
 

http://www.brac.net/#news
http://blog.brac.net/hope-for-a-renewed-fashion-industry-as-we-remember-rana-plaza-during-covid-19/
http://blog.brac.net/hope-for-a-renewed-fashion-industry-as-we-remember-rana-plaza-during-covid-19/
http://blog.brac.net/hope-for-a-renewed-fashion-industry-as-we-remember-rana-plaza-during-covid-19/
http://blog.brac.net/lessons-from-covid-19-on-world-earth-day/
http://blog.brac.net/lessons-from-covid-19-on-world-earth-day/
http://blog.brac.net/lessons-from-covid-19-on-world-earth-day/
http://blog.brac.net/let-there-be-light-how-the-we-solve-project-is-bringing-light-and-opportunity-to-rural-tanzania/
http://blog.brac.net/let-there-be-light-how-the-we-solve-project-is-bringing-light-and-opportunity-to-rural-tanzania/
http://blog.brac.net/let-there-be-light-how-the-we-solve-project-is-bringing-light-and-opportunity-to-rural-tanzania/
http://blog.brac.net/let-there-be-light-how-the-we-solve-project-is-bringing-light-and-opportunity-to-rural-tanzania/
http://blog.brac.net/let-there-be-light-how-the-we-solve-project-is-bringing-light-and-opportunity-to-rural-tanzania/
http://www.brac.net/latest-news/item/1277-telecounselling-service-moner-jotno-mobile-e-for-anxieties-related-to-covid-19
http://www.brac.net/latest-news/item/1277-telecounselling-service-moner-jotno-mobile-e-for-anxieties-related-to-covid-19
http://www.brac.net/latest-news/item/1277-telecounselling-service-moner-jotno-mobile-e-for-anxieties-related-to-covid-19
http://www.brac.net/latest-news/item/1277-telecounselling-service-moner-jotno-mobile-e-for-anxieties-related-to-covid-19
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html
https://www.drc.dk/news
https://drc.ngo/news/agencies-express-extreme-concern-after-the-death-of-an-aid-worker-transporting-covid-19-test-samples-in-myanmar
https://drc.ngo/news/agencies-express-extreme-concern-after-the-death-of-an-aid-worker-transporting-covid-19-test-samples-in-myanmar
http://www.ecpat.net/news
https://www.ecpat.org/news/bolivia-fighting-child-sexual-exploitation/
https://ecpat.exposure.co/covid19?utm_source=Exposure&utm_medium=Organic&utm_campaign=Bolivia


   

  

Why children are at risk of sexual abuse and exploitation during COVID-19 
Posted on 23/04/20 
   COVID-19 has now spread to virtually every country in the world and has a devastating impact on 
people, economies, health systems, and communities. While most people's lives are put on hold, 
criminals are finding ways to take advantage of the situation, including those who seek to sexually 
exploit children. ECPAT has gathered information on how children are at increased risk of sexual abuse 
and exploitation during this global pandemic.  
 
 
Fountain House  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Humanity & Inclusion  [nee Handicap International]  [to 25 Apr 2020]  
https://hi.org/en/index 
All news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Heifer International  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://www.heifer.org/ 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
NextBillion: Heifer International Joins Libra Association to ‘Support Financial Inclusion’  
April 23, 2020 
 
CoinDesk: Heifer International Joins Libra Association to ‘Support Financial Inclusion’  
April 20, 2020 
   Global nonprofit Heifer International is joining the Libra Association, it announced Monday, becoming 
the 23rd official member of the...  
 
 
HelpAge International  [to 25 Apr 2020]  
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/ 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
No new digest content identified. 

 
 
ICRC  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
Yemen: Millions prepare for Ramadan amid floods, conflict and coronavirus threat 
   People across Yemen will mark Islam's holy month this year amid ongoing conflict, COVID-19, floods 
and rising prices, in a country where the economic situation doesn't allow two thirds of the population 
to access or afford enough food. 
23-04-2020 | News release  
   
COVID-19: ICRC donates vital intensive care equipment for Gaza 

https://www.ecpat.org/news/covid-19-sexual-abuse/
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press
https://hi.org/en/index
https://www.heifer.org/
https://nextbillion.net/news/heifer-international-joins-libra-association-to-support-financial-inclusion/
https://www.coindesk.com/heifer-international-joins-libra-association-to-support-financial-inclusion
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/yemen-millions-prepare-ramadan-amid-floods-conflict-and-coronavirus-threat
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/icrc-donates-vital-intensive-care-equipment-gaza


   

  

   The ICRC donated a consignment of vital intensive care equipment to Gazan hospitals but warned 
that much more needs to be done to get Gaza ready to cope with a wider outbreak of COVID-19. 
23-04-2020 | News release  
   
COVID-19: ICRC enhances support to hospitals and detention facilities in Papua New 
Guinea 
   As the COVID-19 pandemic looms, the ICRC has stepped up its humanitarian response in Papua New 
Guinea and adopted a multipronged approach to meet the immediate needs of vulnerable populations 
23-04-2020 | News release  
   
Violence does not vanish during a pandemic, stresses the ICRC in its 2020 humanitarian 
report for Mexico and Central America 
   The regional delegation of the ICRC for Mexico and Central America published its 2020 report 
highlighting the main humanitarian concerns in the region, including violence, migration, internal 
displacement, disappearances and the situation of people d 
22-04-2020 | News release  
   
COVID-19: Authorities must urgently plan ahead to ensure the dead are properly handled 
   The failure to plan and prepare for mass casualties risks people being buried in mass graves, with 
few records and little understanding of who died and where the body was taken. 
22-04-2020 | News release  
   
Management of the dead under Islamic Law 
   This document discusses a number of contemporary issues and challenges pertinent to the 
management of the dead in contemporary armed conflicts and other situations of violence and natural 
disasters under Islamic law. 
21-04-2020 | Publication  
 
 
IFRC   [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
Global 
“COVID-19 a wake-up call to international community. Urgent need for global solidarity to 
prevent poverty and food insecurity around the world,” says IFRC President 
   New York/Geneva, 24 April 2020 – Following his briefings to UN permanent missions this week, 
Francesco Rocca, President of the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies 
(IFRC), stressed the importance of communities coming togeth … 
24 April 2020 
 
 
International Medical Corps (IMC)   [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IRC  International Rescue Committee  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 

https://www.icrc.org/en/document/covid-19-icrc-enhances-support-hospitals-detention-facilities-papua-new-guinea
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/covid-19-icrc-enhances-support-hospitals-detention-facilities-papua-new-guinea
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/violence-does-not-vanish-during-pandemic-stresses-icrc-its-2020-humanitarian-report
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/violence-does-not-vanish-during-pandemic-stresses-icrc-its-2020-humanitarian-report
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/covid-19-authorities-must-urgently-plan-ahead-ensure-dead-bodies-are-properly-handled
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/management-dead-under-islamic-law
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/covid-19-wake-call-international-community-urgent-need-global-solidarity-prevent-poverty-food-insecurity-around-world-says-ifrc-president/
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/covid-19-wake-call-international-community-urgent-need-global-solidarity-prevent-poverty-food-insecurity-around-world-says-ifrc-president/
https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index


   

  

Media highlights 
Press Release  
Escalating violence in Libya jeopardises COVID-19 response, warns IRC 
April 24, 2020  
 
Press Release  
Mike Bloomberg commits $10 million to the International Rescue Committee for their 
COVID-19 pandemic response and additional work in some of the world’s most vulnerable 
communities  
April 23, 2020  
 
Press Release  
First case of COVID-19 confirmed in Lebanon refugee camp 
April 23, 2020  
 
Press Release  
IRC Responds to President Trump’s planned Executive Order to halt immigration to the US 
April 21, 2020  
 
Press Release  
IRC warns Venezuela’s fuel shortages and quarantine measures risk dire hunger and 
insecurity across the country  
April 20, 2020  
 
 
IRCT  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://irct.org/ 
News   24 Apr 2020  
Harassment and arbitrary detention against IRCT member in Manipur  
 
News   23 Apr 2020  
Conversion Therapy is Torture  
 
 
Islamic Relief Worldwide  [to 25 Apr 2020]  
https://www.islamic-relief.org/ 
Latest News  
Five years after the Ghorka earthquake we are still rebuilding lives in Nepal 
Published: 25 April, 2020  
 
Our global coronavirus response is reaching those who have it the hardest 
Published: 24 April, 2020  
 
Share your Ramadan: We’re taking your generosity to people’s homes 
Published: 23 April, 2020  
 
Ramadan at home: Take care of your mental wellbeing 
Published: 22 April, 2020  

https://www.rescue.org/press-release/escalating-violence-libya-jeopardises-covid-19-response-warns-irc
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/mike-bloomberg-commits-10-million-international-rescue-committee-their-covid-19
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/mike-bloomberg-commits-10-million-international-rescue-committee-their-covid-19
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https://www.rescue.org/press-release/irc-warns-venezuelas-fuel-shortages-and-quarantine-measures-risk-dire-hunger-and
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/irc-warns-venezuelas-fuel-shortages-and-quarantine-measures-risk-dire-hunger-and
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https://irct.org/media-and-resources/latest-news/article/1028
https://irct.org/media-and-resources/latest-news/article/1027
https://www.islamic-relief.org/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/five-years-after-the-ghorka-earthquake-we-are-still-rebuilding-lives-in-nepal/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/our-global-coronavirus-response-is-reaching-those-who-have-it-the-hardest/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/share-your-ramadan/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/ramadan-at-home-take-care-of-your-mental-wellbeing


   

  

 
Islamic Relief launches guidance on safe religious practice during the coronavirus 
pandemic 
Published: 21 April, 2020  
 
 
Landsea   [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Medecins du Monde   [to 25 Apr 2020]  
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Mercy Corps [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
News Releases & Alerts  
April 23, 2020  
News Alert: Locust Invasion Threatens Food Supplies Across East Africa as COVID-19 
Slows Response 
In the middle of last year, a plague of desert locusts -- the most devastating migratory pest in the 
world -- began to...  
 
April 23, 2020  
News Alert: As Ramadan Begins, COVID-19 Takes Hold at the Worst Possible Time for 
Disaster-stricken Indonesia 
As the world’s largest Muslim population prepares for Ramadan, COVID-19 threatens to devastate 
communities in Indonesia...  
 
April 20, 2020  
Statement from the Mercy Corps Board of Directors 
On October 10th 2019, Neal Keny-Guyer resigned as Chief Executive Officer after 25 years of 
leadership at the helm of...  
 
April 20, 2020  
News Alert: Haiti Faces Triple Threat: COVID-19, Hunger Crisis and Hurricane Season 
Haiti faces an urgent triple threat: the spread of the coronavirus compounded by the start of hurricane 
season in June...  
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 25 Apr 2020]  
http://www.msf.org/ 
Latest [Selected Announcements] 
Coronavirus COVID-19 pandemic  
Why protecting and supporting staff in care homes during COVID-… 
Voices from the Field 24 Apr 2020  

https://www.islamic-relief.org/islamic-relief-launches-guidance-on-safe-religious-practice-during-the-coronavirus-pandemic/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/islamic-relief-launches-guidance-on-safe-religious-practice-during-the-coronavirus-pandemic/
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases
https://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/locust-invasion-threatens-food-supply
https://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/locust-invasion-threatens-food-supply
https://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/covid19-ramadan-indonesia-disaster
https://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/covid19-ramadan-indonesia-disaster
https://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/statement-by-mercy-corps-board
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https://www.msf.org/why-protecting-staff-care-homes-during-covid-19-so-vital


   

  

 
Coronavirus COVID-19 pandemic  
Out of view, but not out of mind: MSF's response to COVID-19 in care h… 
Project Update 24 Apr 2020  
 
Coronavirus COVID-19 pandemic  
Vulnerable communities in the US in urgent need of protection from COVI… 
Project Update 24 Apr 2020  
 
Palestine  
Like a virus, violence spreads in the West Bank amid COVID-19  
Project Update 23 Apr 2020  
 
DRC Ebola outbreaks  
New Ebola cases confirmed in DRC days before expected end of… 
Project Update 23 Apr 2020  
 
Coronavirus COVID-19 pandemic  
A race against the pandemic – MSF COVID-19 crisis update  
Crisis Update 23 Apr 2020  
 
DRC Ebola outbreaks  
Crisis update - April 2020  
Crisis Update 23 Apr 2020  
 
Coronavirus COVID-19 pandemic  
MSF launches a COVID-19 emergency response in Timergara,… 
Project Update 22 Apr 2020  
 
Rohingya refugee crisis  
Rohingya refugees left to starve at sea  
Voices from the Field 22 Apr 2020  
 
Coronavirus COVID-19 pandemic  
MSF provides care to vulnerable people during COVID-19 response in …[Brazil] 
Project Update 22 Apr 2020  
 
Coronavirus COVID-19 pandemic  
Concerns mount over COVID-19 response in northeast Syria  
Press Release 22 Apr 2020  
 
Burkina Faso  
COVID-19 will worsen access to healthcare in Burkina Faso  
Project Update 21 Apr 2020  
 
Coronavirus COVID-19 pandemic  
MSF provides support to hospitals and sites in response to COVID-19 …[Sudan] 
Project Update 20 Apr 2020  

https://www.msf.org/msf-response-covid-19-care-homes
https://www.msf.org/vulnerable-communities-need-protection-covid-19-us
https://www.msf.org/virus-violence-spreads-west-bank-amid-covid-19
https://www.msf.org/new-ebola-cases-confirmed-drc
https://www.msf.org/msf-covid-19-crisis-update
https://www.msf.org/drc-ebola-outbreak-crisis-update
https://www.msf.org/msf-launches-covid-19-emergency-response-pakistan
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Operation Smile  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office 
Program Schedule 
Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve every 
opportunity for safe surgical care.  
 
Operation Smile to Donate Thousands of Meals to Hospitals in New York, New Jersey, 
Virginia, California, Texas, Florida, and Utah amid COVID-19 Pandemic  
United States   Press Release  
Posted 4/24/2020  
   As local hospital staff work tirelessly during the ongoing coronavirus outbreak, Operation Smile and 
its student volunteers want to continue showing . . .  
 
  
OXFAM [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://www.oxfam.org/en/ 
Selected News/Announcements    [Undated] 
How the coronavirus pandemic exploits the worst aspects of extreme inequality 
   The coronavirus pandemic has caused widespread suffering in rich countries, overwhelming some of 
the best healthcare systems in the world. But with the disease now spreading to many countries with 
high levels of poverty and inequality, its impact could be catastrophic and disproportionally affect 
women. Urgent action is needed now. 
 
Faced with coronavirus, a water engineer tries to work miracles in Burkina Faso 
   Huguette Yago manages the supply of water and sanitation equipment, as well as organizing hygiene 
awareness sessions for displaced people in north-central Burkina Faso. With her team, she's working 
around the clock to prevent the spread of coronavirus which could be devastating in camps where the 
lack of water poses huge challenges. 
 
Innovation meets expertise: Oxfam’s clean water projects around the world 
   Providing clean water and access to sanitation to millions of vulnerable people in the world is an 
essential part of our humanitarian work. From Mozambique to Indonesia, and Nepal to South Sudan, 
find out how we are combining decades of expertise with innovation to get clean, safe water to the 
people who need it the most. 
 
Myanmar: 16 agencies express extreme concern after the death of an aid worker 
transporting COVID-19 test samples 
   With shock and sadness 16 humanitarian organizations received the news of a fatal shooting incident 
involving a vehicle of the World Health Organization (WHO) carrying COVID-19 test samples in Rakhine 
State, Myanmar. 
 
 
Norwegian Refugee Council   [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.nrc.no/ 
Latest news from NRC 
Colombia | 24. Apr 2020  
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https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/myanmar-16-agencies-express-extreme-concern-after-death-aid-worker-transporting
http://www.nrc.no/


   

  

International Girls in ICT Day 
   Claudia Garcia is an ICT manager with the Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC). She is based in 
Bogotá, and supports the technology requirements for Colombia, Ecuador and Central American 
countries where NRC is present. To mark International Girls in ICT Day, we talked to her about why 
more women and girls are needed in the ICT sector.  
 
Global | 22. Apr 2020  
Review sanction regimes to facilitate Covid-19 response 
   Recent statements from US and EU authorities say the sanctions they impose do not target aid. NRC 
welcomes those statements but calls on states and multilateral bodies to now take concrete action to 
ensure that sanctions do not hinder the response to the Covid-19 pandemic in countries already 
suffering humanitarian crises.  
 
Africa|Somalia | 21. Apr 2020  
Covid-19: On-the-record update on challenges facing displaced people in Somalia 
  Quote from the Norwegian Refugee Council's (NRC) Country Director in Somalia Victor Moses. "For 
countries like Somalia, Covid-19 isn’t just a health crisis, it’s an economic juggernaut. Even before the 
outbreak gathers speed, people are feeling the pinch of inflation, widespread job losses, and fear that 
measures to contain the spread of the virus will have an equal or even more detrimental impact on 
their survival than the pandemic itself."  
 
 
Pact  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.pactworld.org/  
Latest News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Partners In Health  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.pih.org/blog   
News    
Apr 22, 2020  
Keeping the Flame: UGHE Student Reflects on Rwanda's Post-Genocide Growth  
Orietta Agasaro, pursuing a master's in global health delivery, feels "a deep responsibility" to advocate 
for equity and social justice in her home country. Read More  
 
Apr 21, 2020  
PIH Breaks Ground on New ER Facility at Liberia Health Center  
The expansion will greatly improve Pleebo's capacity to meet emergency needs and provide care in 
areas ranging from hypertension and diabetes to maternal and child health. Read More  
 
Apr 21, 2020  
How Natural Disaster Response Links to Global Health  
Climate change and natural disasters have direct, devastating impacts on the health and well-being of 
the most vulnerable, and PIH has been there in moments of crisis to deliver care. Read More  
 
Apr 21, 2020  
Need to Know: WASH  
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WASH--water, sanitation, and hygiene--is a key part of promoting good health and preventing the 
spread of infection, especially during a global pandemic like COVID-19. Read More  
 
 
PATH  [to 25 Apr 2020]  
https://www.path.org/media-center/  
Selected Announcements 
PATH and partners develop and market environmental surveillance tool for polio 
eradication 
April 23, 2020 by PATH  
Partnership ensures global access to an improved filtration system designed to detect poliovirus — and 
potentially COVID-19 
   Seattle, Washington, USA, April 27, 2020 — This month, PATH, the University of Washington (UW), 
and Scientific Methods Inc. (SMI), a subsidiary of the Institute for Environmental Health Laboratories, 
announced the commercial launch of the bag-mediated filtration system (BMFS) to support 
environmental surveillance of poliovirus (PV). The innovative new system is validated for the sensitive 
capture and detection of PV, and the use of the system for other viruses is expected to be equally 
effective. The tool strengthens environmental surveillance efforts in support of the global eradication of 
polio and potentially in the response to the COVID-19 pandemic as the filter can capture both viruses 
at the same time from a sample… 
 
 
Plan International/BORNEfonden  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Save The Children [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://www.savethechildren.net/news 
News 
23 April 2020 - Nigeria 
Save the Children: Covid-19 set to impact hundreds of thousands of children in dangerous 
mix of poverty, hunger and protection risks 
 
23 April 2020 - Yemen 
Save the Children: ‘Warring parties in Yemen could not even lay down weapons for two 
weeks’ 
 
21 April 2020 - Myanmar 
MYANMAR: 16 agencies express extreme concern after the death of an aid worker 
transporting COVID-19 test samples 
 
21 April 2020 - Global 
COVID-19: 50 million people threatened by hunger in West Africa  
 
20 April 2020 - Syria 
First case of COVID-19 in North East Syria: dire conditions prompt outbreak fears for 
thousands of children 
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SOS-Kinderdorf International  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/news 
All News 
NEPAL EARTHQUAKE – April 25 2020  
A beautiful school replaces one destroyed in the quake 
   Divya* attends one of the most modern and well-equipped schools in Dolakha, Nepal. Five years 
ago, children in this region faced an uncertain future after the earthquake on 25 April leveled schools 
and homes across Dolakha. 
 
 
Tostan  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.tostan.org 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Women for Women International  [to 25 Apr 2020]  
https://www.womenforwomen.org/ 
April 22, 2020 
Who Protects Our Planet? Women.  
Article 
  
 
World Vision  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://wvi.org/ 
Newsroom  
Thursday, April 23, 2020  
Faith leaders use technology to combat COVID-19 in developing countries  
 
April 21st 2020  
World Vision supports Vanuatu Government relief efforts to assist cyclone-affected 
communi...  
 
:::::: 
 
Electronic Frontiers Foundation 
https://www.eff.org/updates?type=press_release 
No new digest content identified. 
    
 
Freedom House [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://freedomhouse.org/ 
Latest Updates  
Turkey: Stop Judicial Harassment of Human Rights Defender Nurcan Baysal  
Press release  
April 24, 2020 
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March%2011th%202020
March%2011th%202020
https://www.eff.org/updates?type=press_release
https://freedomhouse.org/
https://freedomhouse.org/article/turkey-stop-judicial-harassment-human-rights-defender-nurcan-baysal
https://freedomhouse.org/article/turkey-stop-judicial-harassment-human-rights-defender-nurcan-baysal
https://freedomhouse.org/article/beijing-covered-covid-19-once-it-could-happen-again


   

  

 
Beijing Covered Up COVID-19 Once. It Could Happen Again  
Perspectives  
April 21, 2020 
 
Russia: Authorities Must Condemn Threats Against Journalists  
Press release  
April 21, 2020 
  
 
Human Rights Watch  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://www.hrw.org/ 
Featured Commentary, Announcements, Statements 
April 24, 2020  
World Bank: Tanzania Loan Should Promote All Girls’ Education  
   (Washington, DC, April 24, 2020) -- The World Bank should work with the Tanzanian government to 
ensure that all pregnant girls and adolescent mothers can attend public schools, Human Rights Watch 
said in a Question & Answer document released today. The World Bank should not disburse the initial 
tranches of an education19901990 loan to Tanzania planned for 2021, until the government 
guarantees equal access to free and compulsory primary education and equal access to secondary 
education for all girls. 
 
Q & A on Ban on Pregnant Girls and World Bank Education Loan 
Africa 
 
April 24, 2020 News Release 
Rwanda: Lockdown Arrests, Abuses Surge 
Asia 
 
April 23, 2020 News Release 
Sri Lanka: Due Process Concerns in Arrests of Muslims 
Europe/Central Asia 
 
April 23, 2020 Report 
Central Asia: Respect Rights in Covid-19 Responses 
 
 
Transparency International  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases 
Press Releases 
25 Apr 2020  
Brazilian institutions and society must act to save democracy and the fight against 
corruption 
Politics and government - This Friday, Brazil suffered a serious institutional setback in its fight against 
corruption and yet another authoritarian move against its democratic regime. Society and institutions 
must react firmly to contain the abuses of the current government, said Transparency International 
Brazil.  
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::::: 
 
ChildFund Alliance  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://childfundalliance.org/ 
News/ Statements 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
CONCORD  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://concordeurope.org/  
Latest News and Events 
 
Director’s blog: If we can save banks to the tune of trillions of dollars, how much are 
human lives and livelihoods worth? 
| Apr 23, 2020 
   As governments prepare their economic recovery plans, they not only face a formidable challenge, 
but also an unprecedented opportunity. 
 
 
The Elders  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://theelders.org/news-media 
Selected Press Releases and Major Announcements 
Guest Blog 
Not losing hope: Climate action and lessons to learn in India 
24 Apr 2020 
   Ridhima Pandey, a 12-year-old climate activist from India explains the motivations behind her 
environmental activism and why she seeks to raise awareness about caring for the planet. 
Climate Change 
 
Guest Blog 
Too young to understand climate action? Actually, young people are leading the way  
22 Apr 2020 
   Theo Cullen-Mouze, a young climate activist from Ireland, argues that the COVID-19 response 
shows the capacity of the world to collaborate, mobilise vast resources and take radical action in times 
of crisis. He calls for intersectional climate justice. 
Climate Change 
 
 
Evidence Aid   [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.evidenceaid.org/ 
Latest Content 
Coronavirus (COVID-19): Evidence Collection 
Claire Allen April 19, 2020  
Created on 16 March 2020. Last updated 26 April 2020. 
   The COVID-19 (Coronavirus) pandemic is leading to a rapidly expanding and evolving literature. 
Evidence Aid is preparing summaries of relevant research, which are available below in English with 
links to translations in other languages. A ‘NEW’ flag will appear on each review as it is added and 
remain for 48-72 hours. 
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Gavi [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://www.gavi.org/ 
Top Stories 
24 April 2020 
Gavi and global health actors collaborate to accelerate COVID-19 technologies for all 
:: Goal of new global ACT Accelerator is to make COVID-19 diagnostics, therapeutics and vaccines 
available to everybody that needs them as quickly as possible  
:: Alongside Gavi, the other foundational groups within the collaboration are the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation, the Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations (CEPI), The Global Fund, UNITAID, 
the Wellcome Trust and the World Health Organization (WHO) 
:: Gavi is helping countries to tackle the pandemic and maintain life-saving immunisation programmes 
and is ready to contribute to the global response at all stages from development through to production 
and delivery 
 
 
Getty Conservation Institute   [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://www.getty.edu/research/ 
Latest News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Global Fund  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/ 
News & Stories 
All the More United in Our Fight Against Malaria  
24 April 2020  
 
Updates  
COVID-19 Response: Monitoring Approach and Information Collection  
22 April 2020  
 
Funding Model  
COVID-19 Response Mechanism Application Materials  
22 April 2020  
 
Sourcing & Management of Health Products  
COVID-19 Response: Health Product Supply Update for Principal Recipients  
22 April 2020  
 
Updates  
Youth Council Members  
22 April 2020  
 
 
Hilton Prize Coalition [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/ 
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No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ICVA - International Council of Voluntary Agencies   [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://icvanetwork.org/ 
Latest resources, events, content 
International Migration Law (IML) A new online learning opportunity for NGOs: Concept 
Note  
April, 2020 
International Council of Voluntary Agencies (ICVA 
 
 
InterAction  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.interaction.org/ 
Global & Public Policy Positions Global & Public Policy Positions  
InterAction Members Urge Congress to Fund International Response to COVID-19 In Next 
Supplemental 
InterAction  |  Apr 23, 2020  
 
Humanitarian Practice  
InterAction Letter to Humanitarian Donors in Support of Common Services for COVID-19 
Response 
Ashley Augsburger  Apr 23, 2020  
 
Global & Public Policy Positions  
Nonprofit Leaders: Bold Climate Change Commitment Can Save Lives 
Abby Maxman Carrie Hessler-Radelet Sam Worthington  | Apr 22, 2020  
 
Blog Post  
InterAction Launches the NGO Climate Compact 
InterAction  |  Apr 20, 2020  
 
:::::: 
 
3ie  International Initiative for Impact Evaluation [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.3ieimpact.org/ 
Funding opportunities 
Apply now | Implementation and evaluation grants under our Swashakt evidence 
programme  
3ie Apr 30, 2020  
 
Improving households’ attitudes and behaviours to increase toilet use in Bihar, India 
3ie Impact Evaluation Report 118, 2020 
Shruti Viswanathan, Ruhi Saith, Arpita Chakraborty, Nikita Purty, Niyati Malhotra, Pratima Singh, 
Priyanjali Mitra, Vinaya Padmanabhan, Saugato Datta, John Harris, Suman Gidwani, Roufi Williams, 
Elizabeth Florence and Sherin Daniel 
   Authors of this impact evaluation report evaluate the impact of a behaviourally-informed intervention 
in increasing intent, and habit, of toilet use among toilet-owning households in rural Bihar. While 
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increases were consistent in both intervention and control groups, the intervention group had 
significant improvements in their knowledge regarding latrine use as well. 
   PDF: https://www.3ieimpact.org/file/17791/download?token=BO-Fcoi7 
 
 
CHS Alliance  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://chsalliance.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Development Initiatives   [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://devinit.org/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
::::::  
 
Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action 
(ALNAP)     [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.alnap.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CERAH – Geneva Centre for Education and Research in Humanitarian Action  [to 25 Apr 
2020] 
https://cerahgeneve.ch/events/news/ 
CERAH News 
Launch of new COVID19 humanitarian platform 
20.4.2020 
   Today, three world-leading academic institutions with expertise in humanitarian health are launching 
a unique initiative: the COVID-19 Humanitarian- an open-access, online platform for use by 
humanitarian actors in preparedness and response to COVID-19.  The Geneva Centre for Education and 
Research in Humanitarian Action, a joint centre of the Graduate Institute of International and 
Development Studies and the University of Geneva, the Center for Humanitarian Health at the Johns 
Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health, the Health in Humanitarian Crises Centre at the London 
School of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene, are collaborating together to bring this resource alive. 
 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre 
LATEST PRESS RELEASES 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
EHLRA/R2HC/HIF   [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
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Groupe URD   [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://www.urd.org/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Humanitarian Studies Association  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://ihsa.info/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
INEE – an international network for education in emergencies   [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.ineesite.org/en/news 
News 
Startling digital divides in distance learning emerge  
UNESCO 
23 April 2020  
   Half of the total number of learners – some 826 million students – kept out of the classroom by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, do not have access to a household computer and 43% (706 million) have no 
internet at home, at a time when digitally-based distance learning is used to ensure educational 
continuity in the vast majority of countries. 
 
 
Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP)  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://phap.org/ 
Association news 
PHAP launches new online community 
4/15/2020 
 
 
Sphere  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://spherestandards.org/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
Start Network [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs 
News and Blog 
How indirect cost recovery is supporting the development of local and national 
organisations 
by Reema Islam  
22 Apr 20  
Blog Post  
   One of the ways that Start Fund Bangladesh is shifting more power to local organisations is by 
ensuring they have more access to funding for operations costs, otherwise known as the Indirect Cost 
Recovery (ICR) method, this enables them to improve and develop. 

https://www.urd.org/en/
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   ICR is roughly 10% of an organisation’s project costs, but when local and national organisations are 
implementing partners on a project and not direct recipients of grants, little funding is left for their 
operational costs. 
   Start Fund Bangladesh works differently, it encourages lead agencies to split the ICR 50/50 with local 
implementing partners, and here we look at why that is important. 
 
How Medecins du Monde is responding to COVID-19 in Iraq and why urgent support is 
needed 
by  Cobi Rietveld   
22 Apr 20  
Blog Post 
 
Interview with Dan Collison: Why local actors and fast decision making are key to effective 
humanitarian action 
by  Helen Guyatt   
 
21 Apr 20  
Blog Post 
 
:::::: 
 
Brookings 
http://www.brookings.edu/ 
Accessed 25 Apr 2020 
Latest Research 
Report  
Trans-Atlantic Scorecard – April 2020 
Thursday, April 23, 2020  
 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Economics  
Freedom and privacy in the time of coronavirus 
Robert E. Litan and Martin Lowy 
Thursday, April 23, 2020  
 
Report  
The socioeconomics of pandemics policy 
Dennis J. Snower 
Wednesday, April 22, 2020  
 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Economics  
Bankruptcy and the coronavirus 
David Skeel 
Tuesday, April 21, 2020  
 
Report  
COVID in the Maghreb: Responses and impacts 
Yasmina Abouzzohour 
Tuesday, April 21, 2020  
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Center for Global Development    [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center 
Selected Publications, News and Events 
April 25, 2020 
Delivering on the Promise of “Equitable Access” to Epidemic Vaccines and Treatments: the 
Need for Norms, Processes, and Evidence to Guide Supply and Allocation 
   While there has been much interest and investment in developing epidemic vaccines and medicines 
to combat emerging infectious disease threats, there has been less attention to how we will manage 
and allocate the global supply of efficacious vaccines and treatments once we have them. The launch 
of the Access to COVID-19 Tools (ACT) Accelerator marks an unprecedented commitment to global 
collaboration to ensure rapid and equitable access to medical countermeasures for COVID-19, such as 
vaccines and treatments. 
Carleigh Krubiner , Kalipso Chalkidou and Prashant Yadav  
 
April 24, 2020 
Pandemic Policies in Poor Places 
   There can be little doubt that the COVID-19 pandemic is a huge threat to the world’s poor. There is, 
of course, the direct threat from the new coronavirus, to be taken seriously by everyone. But there are 
other threats looming too, and some no less worrying. 
Martin Ravallion  
 
April 22, 2020 
Projecting Global Emissions for Lower-Income Countries 
  This note updates and builds on analysis from 2014 by Stefan Dercon, which projects carbon dioxide 
emissions by the poorest countries to understand their likely future contribution to global emissions. 
Whilst these countries’ emissions are currently very low, there is concern that rapid economic growth 
could alter this picture. 
Arthur Baker and Ian Mitchell  
 
 
CSIS  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://www.csis.org/ 
Selected Reports 
Report 
Defending the 'Global Spoils System' of Leadership Jobs in Multilaterals Is in the U.S. 
Interest 
April 24, 2020 | Daniel F. Runde While its detractors claim the “global spoils system” is simply a power 
grab by rich countries, the system has prompted major international organizations to remain committed 
to the ideals they were founded to promote and ensured U.S. involvement in the multilateral system.  
 
Report 
The U.S.-China Race and the Fate of Transatlantic Relations 
April 23, 2020 The United States and Europe must build a new policy agenda toward China which 
recognizes the need to defend shared values while meaningfully engaging Beijing on a number of 
critical issues.  
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Report 
Improvements, Questions, and Limits for the Future of Watchlisting  
April 22, 2020 Enhancing watchlisting of terrorists and other national security threat actors can be 
improved in accordance with Administration direction, but more deliberate planning to accommodate 
the types and increasing amounts of data will be necessary for success.  
 
Report 
Strategic Dialogue: Shaping a U.S. Strategy for the “Ghosts” of Iraq  
April 22, 2020 | Anthony H. Cordesman The United States and Iraq must address the "ghosts" of Iraqi 
politics, economy, and security before a meaningful strategic dialogue can be made, writes CSIS’s 
Burke Chair in Strategy.  
 
 
ODI   [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://www.odi.org/  
Selected Press Releases & Reports 
The Rohingya response in Bangladesh and the Global Compact on Refugees: lessons, 
challenges and opportunities 
Working and discussion papers | April 2020 | Karen Hargrave, Kerrie Holloway, Veronique Barbelet and 
M. Abu Eusuf 
   Exploring how far the Global Compact on Refugees has informed the response to the Rohingya crisis 
in Bangladesh. 
 
The fiscal impact of immigration: a review of the evidence  
Working and discussion papers | April 2020 | Gemma Hennessey and Jessica Hagen-Zanker 
   A review of the empirical evidence on the fiscal impact of immigration. 
 
 
RoRI [Research on Research Institute]  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://researchonresearch.org/ 
We're an open and independent new initiative providing data, analysis and intelligence on how to make 
research systems more strategic, open, diverse and inclusive. 
News and Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Urban Institute   [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://www.urban.org/publications 
Publications 
Potential Eligibility for Medicaid, CHIP, and Marketplace Subsidies among Workers Losing 
Jobs in Industries Vulnerable to High Levels of COVID-19-Related Unemployment  
This analysis estimates the extent to which workers in industries most vulnerable to pandemic-related 
unemployment and their family members would be eligible for Medicaid, the Children’s Health 
Insurance Program, or marketplace subsidies if workers lose their jobs. Absent recent data on 
unemployment increases by industry, we chose industries for our analysis that appear most affected by 
shutdowns of nonessential services. We  
Linda J. Blumberg, Michael Simpson, John Holahan, Matthew Buettgens, Clare Wang Pan 
April 24, 2020  
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Brief 
  
Increasing Federal Medicaid Matching Rates to Provide Fiscal Relief to States during the 
COVID-19 Pandemic  
The COVID-19 pandemic is causing considerable stress on state budgets because of both increasing 
expenditures and declining revenues. Unlike the federal government, states cannot incur deficits. In 
this paper, we estimate the fiscal impacts of several approaches for increasing federal Medicaid 
matching rates, providing state-level estimates for each approach.   This brief was corrected April 24, 
2020. In the final  
John Holahan, Jennifer M. Haley, Matthew Buettgens, Caroline Elmendorf, Robin Wang 
April 23, 2020  
Brief 
  
Strategies and Challenges in Feeding Out-of-School Students  
Strategies and Challenges in Feeding Out-of-School Students In response to school closures because of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the nation’s school nutrition programs have transformed into emergency 
community feeding systems, delivering meals to out-of-school students, their families, and in many 
districts, other members of the community. Because the crisis is expected to continue and the 
sustainability of many districts’  
Jonathan Schwabish, Nathan Joo, Elaine Waxman, Natalie Spievack 
April 21, 2020  
Brief 
  
Housing Finance At A Glance: A Monthly Chartbook, April 2020  
The April 2020 edition of At A Glance, the Housing Finance Policy Center’s reference guide for 
mortgage and housing market data, includes updated figures describing the nonbank origination 
shares, housing credit availability, originator profitability and fed absorption of agency gross issuance. 
Housing Finance at a Glance: Monthly Chartbooks Archive  
Laurie Goodman, Alanna McCargo, Edward Golding, Jim Parrott, Sheryl Pardo, Todd M. Hill-Jones, 
Karan Kaul, Sarah Strochak, John Walsh, Alison Rincon, Caitlin Young 
April 21, 2020  
Research Report 
  
What Comparative Information is Needed for the EHR Reporting Program?  
The 21st Century Cures Act of 2016 (Cures Act) created a new Electronic Health Record (EHR) 
Reporting Program to provide publicly available, comparative information about certified health IT to 
help stakeholders assess available products. The development of the new EHR Reporting Program is 
being informed by a robust stakeholder engagement process to collect feedback through a Request for 
Information (RFI) by the Office of the  
Christal Ramos, Fredric Blavin, Emily M. Johnston, Rachel A. Burton, Eva H. Allen, Diane Arnos, Luis E. 
Basurto, Dulce Gonzalez, Gary Ozanich, Kathy Frye, Ashley Kruger, Pam Zemaitis, Caitlyn Turner 
April 21, 2020  
Research Report 
  
Medicaid Prescriptions for Opioid Use Disorder under Fee-for-Service and Managed-Care 
Arrangements in 2018  
Despite strong evidence that medications for opioid use disorder and overdose (MOUDs) are effective, 
research indicates that many people with opioid use disorder (OUD) do not receive them. Though 
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access to these treatments is especially important in Medicaid, because Medicaid covers a large share 
of those with OUD and most enrollees are in managed care, no estimates are available on MOUD 
prescriptions paid via managed-care  
Victoria Lynch, Emma Winiski, Lisa Clemans-Cope 
April 20, 2020  
Brief 
  
Estimating the Share of Medicaid Enrollees Whose Prescriptions for Medication to Treat 
Opioid Disorder Would Have Been Paid by a Managed-Care Organization, 2015-18  
This technical appendix describes our approach to estimating the share of Medicaid enrollees ages 12 
and older whose prescriptions for medication to treat opioid use disorder and overdose (MOUD) would 
have been paid by a managed-care organization in 2015 through 2018. We derive these enrollment 
shares using enrollment records from the Medicaid Statistical Information System (MSIS) and the 
Medicaid Analytic eXtract (MAX) and data  
Victoria Lynch, Emma Winiski, Lisa Clemans-Cope 
April 20, 2020  
Technical Paper 
  
The CARES Act Supports Key Programs, but More Is Needed Soon  
The $2 trillion Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act provides more than $12 
billion in funding for critical housing, homelessness, and community development programs for 
responding to the COVID-19 pandemic. Communities will likely direct Community Development Block 
Grant funding included in the act to the most vulnerable, including seniors, people experiencing 
homelessness, and displaced workers, through  
Matthew Gerken, Abby Boshart 
April 20, 2020  
Brief 
  
 
The Wistar Institute   [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://www.wistar.org/news/press-releases 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Economic Forum    [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/ 
Media 
Indonesia unveils action plan to prevent 16 million tonnes of plastic from entering the 
ocean   
News 22 Apr 2020  
:: Indonesia has released one of the most ambitious plans to date to combat plastic pollution and 
waste, in a show of multistakeholder collaboration 
:: In contrast to “business as usual”, the action plan envisions a System Change Scenario in which the 
archipelagic nation will avoid consuming more than one million tonnes of avoidable plastics per year 
and double current recycling capacity 
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:: Public, private, and civil society changemakers in Indonesia are working to implement the action 
plan, which is expected to prevent 16 million tonnes of plastic from leaking into Indonesia’s oceans and 
create more than 150,000 jobs 
 

 
*                      *                       *                        * 
 
 

:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will primarily monitor press/media releases announcing key initiatives and new research from a 
growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, humanitarian 
response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended to be exhaustive, but 
indicative.  
 
 

Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/ 
Press Release  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Blue Meridian Partners [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/ 
Blue Meridian Partners is a new capital aggregation collaboration that plans to invest at least $1 billion 
in high-performance nonprofits that are poised to have truly national impact for economically 
disadvantaged children and youth.  
EMCF's View | Blue Meridian Partners | April 10, 2020  
Response to the COVID-19 Crisis  
   Blue Meridian Partners is deploying capital to organizations focused on vulnerable communities as an 
immediate response to the current crisis. 
 
 
Annie E. Casey Foundation   [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/ 
Newsroom 
Survey: Amid Pandemic, Youth Detention Population Fell 24% in One Month, Matching a 
Recent Seven-Year Period 
Posted April 23, 2020 
   A survey of juvenile justice agencies in 30 states has found that the number of young people in local 
secure detention centers fell by 24% in March 2020. Learn more about the results of this survey. 
 
 
Clinton Foundation  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements 
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Press Release  
April 18, 2020  
At 12th CGI University meeting, President Bill Clinton and Chelsea Clinton bring together 
students, government leaders, and public health experts to drive action on the COVID-19 
pandemic 
 
 
Co Impact   [to 25 Apr 2020] 
www.co-impact.io 
Co-Impact is a global philanthropic collaborative for systems change focused on improving the lives of 
millions of people around the world. 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Ford Foundation  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.fordfoundation.org/ 
News   22 April 2020  
Amidst COVID-19 Crisis, Disability Inclusion Fund Launches Rapid Response Fund  

   The Disability Inclusion Fund, an initiative supported by Ford and leading philanthropies, launched a 

$200,000 rapid response fund to support the needs of people with disabilities impacted by Coronavirus. 

 
J. Paul Getty Trust  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://news.getty.edu/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

Grameen Foundation    [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://grameenfoundation.org/stories/press-releases 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/  
Latest Updates  
We can rise to today’s challenges   
Environment  
By Jonathan Pershing  
April 22, 2020  

https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases/12th-cgi-university-meeting-president-bill-clinton-and-chelsea-clinton-bring-together
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases/12th-cgi-university-meeting-president-bill-clinton-and-chelsea-clinton-bring-together
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases/12th-cgi-university-meeting-president-bill-clinton-and-chelsea-clinton-bring-together
http://co-impact.io/
http://www.fordfoundation.org/
https://www.fordfoundation.org/the-latest/news/amidst-covid-19-crisis-disability-inclusion-fund-launches-rapid-response-fund/
http://news.getty.edu/
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press
https://grameenfoundation.org/stories/press-releases
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/
https://hewlett.org/we-can-rise-to-todays-challenges/
https://hewlett.org/we-can-rise-to-todays-challenges/
https://hewlett.org/people/jonathan-pershing/


   

  

 
Deepening our commitment to improving U.S. democracy   
U.S. Democracy  
By Larry Kramer and Daniel Stid  
April 21, 2020  
 
Hewlett Foundation makes long-term funding commitment to U.S. democracy   
   The William and Flora Hewlett Foundation today announced that it will create a new program to 
strengthen its investments in America’s democratic institutions. What has been known until now as the 
Madison Initiative, operating as a time-limited, special project, will become the Hewlett Foundation’s 
U.S. Democracy program — an ongoing and steadfast commitment. “Whatever the…  
U.S. Democracy   April 21, 2020  
 
 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
Our News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IKEA Foundation    [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news 
Research   Apr 24 2020  
Tracking the COVID-19 Pandemic with an App 
Researchers and a volunteer team from Pinterest developed How We Feel, an app that lets users report 
symptoms of the disease caused by the novel coronavirus.  
 
 
Kaiser Family Foundation  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://www.kff.org/search/?post_type=press-release 
April 24, 2020   News Release  
Poll: Just Over Half of the Nation’s Workforce Have Lost a Job or Income Due to 
Coronavirus, though Most of Them Believe They Will Get Their Job and Income Back Within 
Six Months 
With many businesses shut down and job losses mounting nationwide, just over half of the nation’s 
workers (55%) now say they have lost a job or had their incomes reduced as a result of the health and 
economic crises sparked by the novel coronavirus pandemic, the latest KFF Health Tracking… 
 
April 23, 2020   News Release  
More than 10,000 People in Long-Term Care Facilities Have Died Due to COVID-19 
More than 10,000 residents and staff in long-term care facilities across the U.S. have died from COVID-
19 infections, according to a KFF analysis of state data. That number is an undercount since not all 
states are currently reporting such data. Among those reporting data, the largest death tolls as of… 
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April 23, 2020   News Release  
Online Contraceptive and STI Services During COVID-19: What are the options? 
A new KFF issue brief provides an overview of online options for contraceptive and STI services during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. This resource also includes an interactive table that shows which platforms 
are available in each state and which accept private insurance or Medicaid.  
 
April 23, 2020   News Release  
Interactive Maps Highlight Urban-Rural Differences in Hospital Bed Capacity 
As the U.S. coronavirus outbreak spreads beyond densely populated metropolitan areas, a new KFF 
analysis finds that rural areas typically have fewer intensive care hospital resources than their urban 
counterparts, and populations at greater risk of developing serious illness and complications from 
COVID-19. While metro and non-metro areas have similar numbers of… 
 
April 23, 2020   News Release  
Poll: 8 in 10 Americans Favor Strict Shelter-in-Place Orders To Limit Coronavirus’ Spread, 
and Most Say They Could Continue to Obey Such Orders for Another Month or Longer 
With President Trump and some Republican governors pushing to restart the nation’s economy, most 
of the public (80%) supports strict shelter-in-place policies to limit the coronavirus’ spread compared to 
just one in five (19%) who say these measures pose unnecessary burdens and cause more harm than 
good, the latest KFF… 
 
April 21, 2020   News Release  
Brief Examines the COVID-19 Crisis’ Implications for Americans’ Mental Health 
Nearly half (45%) of adults across the country say that worry and stress related to the coronavirus 
(COVID-19) pandemic are hurting their mental health, an early sign that the health and economic 
crises is likely to increase mental health problems and further stretch the system’s capacity. A new 
issue brief… 
 
April 20, 2020   News Release  
States Can Use Policy Actions to Mitigate Risk and Spread of Coronavirus in Jails and 
Prisons 
As more coronavirus cases and deaths are confirmed in jails and prisons, states can utilize programs 
and other policy actions to mitigate the risk and spread of the disease within facilities and the broader 
communities in which they are located, according to a new issue brief from KFF. More than… 
 
 
Kellogg Foundation  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media 
Selected Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Aga Khan Foundation   [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation 
Press Releases 
23 April 2020 
Enhancing readiness of emergency response volunteers in Tajikistan  
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MacArthur Foundation  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.macfound.org/ 
April 23, 2020 | Grantee News  
Rapid Support for People with Disabilities  
   MacArthur, as part of the donor collaborative Disability Inclusion Fund helped establish a rapid 
response fund of $200,000 to address the needs of people with disabilities amid the COVID-19 
pandemic. The pandemic has disproportionately impacted people with disabilities, and these funds will 
support organizations directly serving this community. The fund, which is housed at Borealis 
Philanthropy, is committed to transformational change led by and for people with disabilities. It is 
supported by the Presidents’ Council on Disability Inclusion in Philanthropy, foundation presidents, of 
which MacArthur is a member. 
 
April 23, 2020 | Grantee Publications | Population & Reproductive Health  
Maternal Health and Coronavirus  
    CASA, an adolescent and maternal health organization in Mexico, shares a report providing 
information about how the coronavirus pandemic affects maternal health. Pregnant women have a 
higher risk from contracting COVID-19, and the report encourages them to take extra precautions 
especially in the third trimester. MacArthur grantee CASA includes answers to questions like what 
pregnant women can do if they get sick, how it might impact their pregnancies, and how they can 
reduce their risk. 
 
 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation   [to 25 Apr 2020] 

https://mellon.org/ 
Grantee News 
Mellon Foundation Announces $4 Million Emergency Relief Grant to the American Indian 
College Fund in Response to the COVID-19 Pandemic 
April 22, 2020 
   The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation today announced a $4 million grant to the American Indian 
College Fund to support college students whose educational progress has been most impacted by the 
COVID-19 pandemic… 
 
 
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://www.moore.org/ 
News 
The Betty Irene Moore School of Nursing at UC Davis reaches exciting milestones one 
decade after opening 
April 21, 2020 
   The school ranks among the top 40 of the best master’s-degree nursing programs, according to the 
U.S. News & World Report 2021 Best Graduate Schools. The Master’s Entry Program in Nursing and the 
master’s degree leadership program have moved up six spots from last year’s rankings. 
 
 
Open Society Foundations  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/newsroom 
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Press release  
April 22, 2020  
On Earth Day, Open Society Foundations Announce Climate and COVID-19 Fund  
   In support of urgent climate crisis priorities related to the COVID-19 pandemic, Open Society will 
pledge $16 million to advance green economic stimulus plans and stop authoritarian efforts to roll back 
environmental progress. 
 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.packard.org/news/ 
News   
Remembering Donald Kennedy, A Voice for Science and the Environment 
April 24, 2020  
 
News 
Supporting Local Area Direct Services Organizations Amid COVID-19 Pandemic 
April 23, 2020  
 
News 
COVID-19 Puts a Spotlight on What We Already Knew: National Paid Family Leave is 
Essential for All Workers 
April 21, 2020 
 
   
Pew Charitable Trusts  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room 
Press Releases & Statements 
April 23, 2020 
Pew: Recommendations Would Strengthen and Shrink Probation and Parole 
Policy framework endorsed by national organizations 
   WASHINGTON—The Pew Charitable Trusts, in partnership with Arnold Ventures, today released a 
comprehensive policy framework for improving probation and parole systems nationwide. The plan has 
been endorsed by a diverse group of professional associations, advocacy organizations, and other 
criminal justice experts. Comprising more than 50 policy recommendations and best practices, the 
report, “Policy Reforms Can Strengthen Community Supervision,” presents a roadmap for state 
lawmakers and community supervision practitioners to decrease the size of the supervised population, 
reduce the use of incarceration as a sanction for rule violations, and increase successful outcomes for 
people on probation and parole… 
 
Opinion 
April 22, 2020 
Free-Flowing Rivers Help Ecosystems, Wildlife, People, and the Economy 
 
Press Releases & Statements 
April 22, 2020 
Pew Applauds Virginia for Protecting Borrowers, Reforming Small-Dollar Loan Laws 
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Rockefeller Foundation  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/ 
The Latest  
The Rockefeller Foundation rolls out plan to test 30 million people a week to reopen the 
country | Andrea Mitchell Reports 
April 22,2020 
 
Announcements 
The Rockefeller Foundation Commits $50 Million in Funding for Global Coronavirus 
Response in 2020 Annual Letter: “COVID-19: Meeting This Moment” 
April 22,2020 
 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/  
Latest News and Highlights 
Disabled Americans can't be a COVID-19 afterthought  
RWJF President and CEO Richard Besser and Rebecca Cokley, Disability Juctice Initiative director, 
highlight how COVID-19 continues to unearth uncomfortable truths about inequity. 
April 23, 2020  CNN Opinion 
   The Covid-19 pandemic continues to unearth some uncomfortable truths about our nation, as the 
inequities that too often live below the surface are bubbling up for all to see.  
   One such failure that must be more widely addressed and immediately rectified is the neglect of 
people with disabilities, many of whom are among the most endangered by Covid-19, as their 
conditions or chronic illnesses may leave them at greater physical risk of suffering the virus's 
devastating effects… 
 
 
Science Philanthropy Alliance   [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/ 
“…a group of organizations working together to increase philanthropic support for basic scientific 
research on a global basis…” 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SDG Philanthropy Platform 
http://sdgfunders.org/ 
SDG Philanthropy Platform is a collaboration between philanthropy and the greater international 
development community led by Foundation Center, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
and Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, and supported by the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, Ford 
Foundation and the MasterCard Foundation, the Brach Family Foundation, and other key organizations 
such as Asociación de Fundaciones Empresariales (AFE) in Colombia, Brach Family Charitable 
Foundation, CAF America, Council on Foundations, East Africa Association of Grantmakers (EAAG), 
European Foundation Centre, Filantropi Indonesia (FI), GlobalGiving, The Humanitarian Forum, World 
Congress of Muslim Philanthropists, and Worldwide Initiatives for Grantmaker Support (WINGS). 
Selected Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
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Alfred P. Sloan Foundation  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://sloan.org/about/press  
Press Releases  
Kathleen Christensen to Join Stanford Center on Longevity 
Return to Academe Ends 25-Year Career as Program Director at the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation 
   April 22, 2020  (New York, NY) – The Alfred P. Sloan Foundation announces that Dr. Kathleen 
Christensen will leave the Foundation on April 30 to assume an appointment at Stanford University’s 
Center on Longevity. 
   During Dr. Christensen’s twenty-five-year tenure as Program Director at the Sloan Foundation, she 
has been an influential thought leader and grant maker, helping to advance our understanding of the 
changing structure of the U.S. workforce and the institutional adjustments needed to accommodate 
those changes... 
 
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
Opinion | 24 April 2020  
Why the world needs $8 billion now to get us to COVID-Zero 
Jeremy Farrar, Director Wellcome  
   Only when we have tools to detect, treat and prevent coronavirus disease everywhere, will we be 
able to stop the pandemic. Developing these tools requires new global partnerships and cooperation. 
[See COVID-19 Perspectives above for detail] 
 
Opinion | 24 April 2020  
Developing a vaccine for COVID-19: what can we learn from past outbreaks?  
by Charlie Weller  
 
Explainer | 22 April 2020  
How can we develop a COVID-19 vaccine quickly? 
  A vaccine would be an incredibly powerful tool to slow down the coronavirus pandemic. This is how 
vaccine development needs to change to get to a COVID-19 vaccine. 
 

:::::: 
 
Candid [formerly Foundation Center and GuideStar]  [to 25 Apr 2020 
https://candid.org/about/press-room?fcref=pg 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Council on Foundations  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://www.cof.org/newsroom 
Newsroom 
No new digest content identified. 

 
 
 

*                       *                       *                        * 
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:: Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in human 
rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be exhaustive. We will 
add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon recommendation from 
readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content but note that successful access 
to some of the articles and other content may require subscription or other access arrangement unique 
to the publisher. Please suggest additional journals you feel warrant coverage. 
 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
April 2020 Volume 48, Issue 4, p355-470  
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
April 2020 Volume 58, Issue 4, p473-612  
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
April 2020  110(4) 
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
Volume 102, Issue 4, April 2020  
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/14761645/102/4 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
21 April 2020 Vol: 172, Issue 8  
http://annals.org/aim/issue 
Ideas and Opinions |21 April 2020  
Managing Emerging Infectious Diseases: Should Travel Be the Fifth Vital Sign? Free  
Trish M. Perl, MD, MSc; Connie Savor Price, MD  
 
 
Antiquity – A Review of World Archeology 
Issue 374 - April 2020 
https://antiquity.ac.uk/latest 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Artificial Intelligence – An International Journal 
Volume 282   May 2020 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/artificial-intelligence/vol/282/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed 25 Apr 2020) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Global Health 
April 2020 - Volume 5 - 4 
https://gh.bmj.com/content/5/4 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 25 Apr 2020) 
National Immunization Program Information System: implementation context assessment  
The National Immunization Program Information System (SIPNI - Sistema de Informação do Programa 
Nacional de Imunização) in Brazil is a technological innovation management tool that enhances the 
performance of man...  
Authors: Brener Santos Silva, Eliete Albano de Azevedo Guimarães, Valéria Conceição de Oliveira, 
Ricardo Bezerra Cavalcante, Marta Macedo Kerr Pinheiro, Tarcísio Laerte Gontijo, Samuel Barroso 
Rodrigues, Ana Paula Ferreira, Humberto Ferreira de Oliveira Quites and Ione Carvalho Pinto 
Citation: BMC Health Services Research 2020 20:333  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 21 April 2020 
 
 
BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 25 Apr 2020) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Medical Ethics  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 
(Accessed 25 Apr 2020)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Medicine 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content 
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(Accessed 25 Apr 2020)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content 
(Accessed 25 Apr 2020) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Public Health 
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles 
(Accessed 25 Apr 2020) 
Documentation of vaccine wastage in two different geographic contexts under the 
universal immunization program in India  
Government of India is introducing new and relatively costly vaccines under immunization program. 
Monitoring of vaccine wastage is needed to guide the program implementation and forecasting. Under 
pilot introd...  
Authors: Manoja Kumar Das, Mangla Sood, Muralidhar Parashuram Tambe, Thakur Dutt Sharma, 
Malangori Abdul Gani Parande, Jitendra Bhaskar Surwade, Nandakumar Manikrao Salunkhe, Shital 
Somsing Patil, Bhagwan Pawar, Rajesh Guleri, Chitra Kaushal and Monica Sindhu 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2020 20:556  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 25 April 2020 
 
Strategic priorities for TB control in Bangladesh, Indonesia, and the Philippines – 
comparative analysis of national TB prevalence surveys  
Philippines, Indonesia, and Bangladesh are three high tuberculosis (TB) burden countries in Asia which 
account for 18% of the estimated global TB incidence (1.8 million) and 15% of TB related deaths 
(192,000)....  
Authors: Neeraj Kak, Krishnapada Chakraborty, Swati Sadaphal, Hala Jassim AlMossawi, Marianne 
Calnan and Begum Vikarunnessa 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2020 20:560  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 25 April 2020 
 
Decomposing the educational inequalities in the factors associated with severe acute 
malnutrition among under-five children in low- and middle-income countries  
Low- and Middle-Income Countries (LMIC) have remained plagued with the burden of severe acute 
malnutrition (SAM). The decomposition of the educational inequalities in SAM across 
individual, household and neigh...  
Authors: A. F. Fagbamigbe, N. B. Kandala and O. A. Uthman 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2020 20:555  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 25 April 2020 
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historical processes and sociopolitical problems, such as anti-scientific social movements and the 
politicization of science. Likewise, it is influenced by different understanding, epistemic resources, and 
goals between the CRISPR/genome editing community and the rest of society. In this Perspective, I 
explain the concept of “techno-scientific colonialist paternalism” and why it negatively affects our 
discussion around HGE. I also discuss the pitfalls of scientific self-regulation, and finally, I advocate 
that the implementation of HGE should cease to allow time and care for a thoughtful global discussion 
to emerge. 
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In the lead article, Natalie Roberts reflects on the extent to which humanitarian actors have applied 
learning from the outbreak in West Africa in 2014–2016. Richard Kojan and colleagues report on the 
NGO ALIMA’s flexible, patient-centred approach to reducing mortality, Marcela Ascuntar reflects on 
lessons learned from community feedback and Bernard Balibuno, Emanuel Mbuna Badjonga and 
Howard Mollett highlight the crucial role faith-based organisations have played in the response. In their 
article, Theresa Jones, Noé Kasali and Olivia Tulloch outline the work of the Bethesda counselling 
centre in Beni, which provides support to grieving families. Reflecting on findings from a recent 
assessment by Translators without Borders, Ellie Kemp describes the challenges involved in providing 
clear and accessible information on Ebola and the response, and Sung Joon Park and colleagues 
explain how humane care and treatment can help increase trust and confidence in the response. 
Stephen Mugamba and his co-authors highlight the importance of community involvement in Ebola 
research, and Gillian McKay and her co-authors examine the impact of the Ebola outbreak and 
response on sexual and reproductive health services. 
 
Stacey Mearns, Kiryn Lanning and Michelle Gayer present an Ebola Readiness Roadmap to support 
NGOs in preparing for an outbreak, while Edward Kumakech, Maurice Sadlier, Aidan Sinnott and Dan 
Irvine report on a Gap Analysis tool looking at the communication, community engagement and 
compliance tracking activities that need to be in place before an Ebola vaccine is deployed. Emanuele 
Bruni and colleagues describe the development of a new monitoring and evaluation framework for 
strategic response planning. The edition ends with an article by Adelicia Fairbanks, who argues for an 
acceptance strategy in the DRC to improve security and access for responding agencies. 
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ABSTRACT 
Clinical research is important in establishing the effects of health-care interventions. Vaccine clinical 
trials are to examine the effectiveness and safety of vaccines for the prevention of diseases. Africa has 
a high burden of infectious diseases such as malaria, tuberculosis, HIV/AIDS, and Ebola virus disease. 
Here we report a database surveillance study of vaccine-related clinical trials conducted in Africa. An 
objective is to address and profile vaccine clinical trials conducted in Africa. Data were extracted from 
the WHO International Clinical Trials Registry Platform on 22 July 2018 and updated on 05 September 
2019. We found that 61% of the 377 clinical trials were registered prospectively and 35% registered 
retrospectively. About 72% of the trials were single-country studies and within the country, most trials 
(86%) were single-center studies. The proportion of trials involving multiple African countries was 11% 
and that of trials involving countries outside of Africa was 16%. The biggest funder of the vaccine trials 
(34%) was industry, followed by governments (25%) and universities (21%). The most studied 
diseases were malaria (20%), HIV/AIDS (15%), tuberculosis (7%), and Ebola virus disease (6%). Most 
of the vaccine trials were conducted in adults (42%). The trials ranged from phase I to phase IV, with 
most of the trials being in phase I (18%) and phase III (18%). The conduct of vaccine clinical trials in 
Africa seeks to address the disease epidemics faced by the continent. There is a need for more 
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investments from governmental bodies toward vaccine research in Africa. Further, African country 
collaborations are needed in efforts to find African solutions to the current infectious disease threats 
faced by the continent. 
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JAMA  
April 21, 2020, Vol 323, No. 15, Pages 1427-1518  
http://jama.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx 
Original Investigation 
Epidemiologic Features and Clinical Course of Patients Infected With SARS-CoV-2 in 
Singapore  
Barnaby Edward Young, MB, BChir; Sean Wei Xiang Ong, MBBS; Shirin Kalimuddin, MPH; et al.  
free access has active quiz  
JAMA. 2020;323(15):1488-1494. doi:10.1001/jama.2020.3204  
This case series describes the epidemiologic features, clinical presentation, treatment, and outcomes of 
the first 18 patients with confirmed coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) in Singapore 
 
Research Letter 
Positive RT-PCR Test Results in Patients Recovered From COVID-19  
Lan Lan, MD; Dan Xu, MD; Guangming Ye, MD; et al.  
free access has active quiz has audio  
JAMA. 2020;323(15):1502-1503. doi:10.1001/jama.2020.2783  
This case series describes reverse transcriptase–polymerase chain reaction (RT-PCR) test results in 4 
health professionals discharged from hospitalization or quarantine after 2 negative RT-PCR test results 
and resolution of clinical COVID-19 infection. 
Audio Interview: COVID-19 Update With NIAID's Anthony Fauci, MD; March 6, 2020  
Clinical Review Audio: Update on Coronavirus: March 6, 2020, by NIAID’s Anthony Fauci, MD  
Clinical Review Audio: COVID-19 in Seattle: Clinical Features and Managing the Outbreak  
Audio Interview: Coronavirus Testing – March 16 Q&A with the CDC’s Jay Butler, MD  
Clinical Review Audio: Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) Update: PCR Testing and Shortages  
Editorial 
Editorial Concern—Possible Reporting of the Same Patients With COVID-19 in Different Reports  
Howard Bauchner, MD; Robert M. Golub, MD; Jody Zylke, MD  
 
Viewpoint 
Diagnostic Testing for the Novel Coronavirus  
Joshua M. Sharfstein, MD; Scott J. Becker, MS; Michelle M. Mello, JD, PhD  
free access has active quiz has multimedia has audio  
JAMA. 2020;323(15):1437-1438. doi:10.1001/jama.2020.3864  
   This Viewpoint explains the technical and regulatory challenges that hampered diagnostic testing for 
severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) during the early spread of infection in 
the US and considers the unintended consequences of making testing more widely available, including 
false-negative results and overtesting. 
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Audio Interview: Coronavirus Testing – March 16 Q&A with the CDC’s Jay Butler, MD  
Clinical Review Audio: Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) Update: PCR Testing and Shortages  
 
Viewpoint 
Supporting the Health Care Workforce During the COVID-19 Global Epidemic  
James G. Adams, MD; Ron M. Walls, MD  
free access has active quiz has audio  
JAMA. 2020;323(15):1439-1440. doi:10.1001/jama.2020.3972  
   This Viewpoint discusses the importance of protecting health care workers caring for patients with 
coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) and measures that can be taken in and out of the hospital to 
prevent their and their families’ exposure to SARS-CoV-2. 
Clinical Review Audio: The Effect of the COVID-19 Pandemic on Clinic Operations  
Clinical Review Audio: COVID-19 in Seattle: Clinical Features and Managing the Outbreak  
Clinical Review Audio: COVID-19: Applying What Was Learned by SARS to a Modern Pandemic  
Editorial 
Health Care Heroes of the COVID-19 Pandemic  
Howard Bauchner, MD; Thomas J. Easley; on behalf of the entire editorial and publishing staff of JAMA 
and the JAMA Network  
 
Viewpoint 
From Containment to Mitigation of COVID-19 in the US  
Stephen M. Parodi, MD; Vincent X. Liu, MD, MSc  
free access has active quiz has multimedia has audio  
JAMA. 2020;323(15):1441-1442. doi:10.1001/jama.2020.3882  
This Viewpoint discusses Kaiser Permanente in Northern California’s transition from a containment 
strategy for coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19)—isolation or quarantine of exposed or infected 
patients—to a mitigation strategy comprising elements such as droplet and airborne precautions, 
telemedicine, staffing protocol revisions, and equipment allocation planning. 
Clinical Review Audio: COVID-19 in Seattle: Clinical Features and Managing the Outbreak  
Audio Interview: Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) Mitigation: Preparing Hospitals and Health 
Systems  
 
Clinical Update 
Care for Critically Ill Patients With COVID-19  
Srinivas Murthy, MD, CM, MHSc; Charles D. Gomersall, MBBS; Robert A. Fowler, MD, CM, MSc  
free access has active quiz has audio  
JAMA. 2020;323(15):1499-1500. doi:10.1001/jama.2020.3633  
This JAMA Insights article reviews care for the most severely ill patients with coronavirus disease 2019 
(COVID-19), including standards of management of ARDS, preventing SARS-CoV-2 spread in health 
care settings, and surge preparation. 
Clinical Review Audio: COVID-19 in Seattle: Clinical Features and Managing the Outbreak  
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Research Articles 
Moving off Agrarian Societies: Agricultural Productivity to Facilitate Economic 
Transformations and Non‐agricultural Employment Growth in Sub‐Saharan Africa 
Yannick Fosso Djoumessi, Cyrille Bergaly Kamdem, Luc Ndeffo Nembot 
Pages: 324-341 
First Published: 08 November 2019 
 
How Livelihood Assets Contribute to Sustainable Development of Smallholder Farmers 
Wenjing Li, Chuanmin Shuai, Yu Shuai,Xin Cheng, Yue Liu, Fubin Huang 
Pages: 408-429 
First Published: 31 January 2020 
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[Accessed 25 Apr 2020] 
Articles 
Pharmacists at the frontline beating the COVID-19 pandemic  
Authors: Nadia Bukhari, Huma Rasheed, Bismah Nayyer and Zaheer-Ud-Din Babar 
Content type: Editorial 
20 April 2020 
Abstract 
As the lockdowns are being observed all over the globe and the national level pharmacy professionals 
are performing frontline roles, this editorial highlights the role of pharmacists in the COVID − 19 
pandemic. Pharmacists globally are providing services amidst pandemic, including TRIAGE services, 
seeing patients and reducing the patients’ burden on health care facilities such as hospitals and GP 
practices. Pharmacists are also working to providing home deliveries, as well as dealing with the 
increasing number of patients coming through to pharmacies with the other ailments. Pharmacy 
associations have issued their guidelines and in this editorial, several global examples of pharmacists’ 
role in the COVID 19 are being discussed. Pakistan is used as a country case study in this editorial. The 
editorial also elaborates how pharmacists in the UK and Pakistan have teamed up together to compile 
10-steps protection guidelines for the pharmacy teams in Pakistan in English and Urdu language. This 
10-point guidance educates community pharmacies for safety and standard operation as the number of 
patients in the country continues to rise. These guidelines are endorsed by the government and private 
bodies. These can be adopted and adapted by any country; keeping in view their laws and regulations. 
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Withholding funding from the World Health Organization is wrong and dangerous, and 
must be reversed  
Researchers everywhere must continue to press their lawmakers to act now and challenge US 
President Donald Trump’s undermining of the global health agency. 
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why efforts to combat climate change must not slow down. 
 
 
Nature Biotechnology 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpub/issue/current
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanres/issue/current
https://link.springer.com/journal/10995/24/4
http://mdm.sagepub.com/content/current
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14680009/current
http://www.nature.com/nature/current_issue.html
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-01121-1
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-01121-1
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-01122-0


   

  

Volume 38 Issue 4, April 2020 
https://www.nature.com/nbt/volumes/38/issues/4 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Nature Genetics 
Volume 52 Issue 4, April 2020 
https://www.nature.com/ng/volumes/52/issues/4 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Nature Medicine 
Volume 26 Issue 4, April 2020 
https://www.nature.com/nm/volumes/26/issues/4 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Nature Reviews Genetics 
Volume 21 Issue 4, April 2020 
https://www.nature.com/nrg/volumes/21/issues/4 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Nature Reviews Immunology 
Volume 20 Issue 4, April 2020 
https://www.nature.com/nri/volumes/20/issues/4 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
New England Journal of Medicine 
April 23, 2020  Vol. 382 No. 17 
http://www.nejm.org/toc/nejm/medical-journal 
Perspective 
The Invisible Hand — Medical Care during the Pandemic 
Michelle M. Kittleson, M.D., Ph.D. 
 
 
Nonprofit and Voluntary Sector Quarterly 
Volume 49 Issue 2, April 2020  
http://nvs.sagepub.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Pediatrics  
Vol. 145, Issue 4   1 Apr 2020  
https://pediatrics.aappublications.org/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 

https://www.nature.com/nbt/volumes/38/issues/4
https://www.nature.com/ng/volumes/52/issues/4
https://www.nature.com/nm/volumes/26/issues/4
https://www.nature.com/nrg/volumes/21/issues/4
https://www.nature.com/nri/volumes/20/issues/4
http://www.nejm.org/toc/nejm/medical-journal
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp2006607
http://nvs.sagepub.com/content/current
https://pediatrics.aappublications.org/


   

  

 
Pharmaceutics  
Volume 12, Issue 3 (March 2020) 
https://www.mdpi.com/1999-4923/12/3 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
PharmacoEconomics  
Volume 38, Issue 4, April 2020 
https://link.springer.com/journal/40273/38/4 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
PLoS Genetics 
https://journals.plos.org/plosgenetics/ 
(Accessed 25 Apr 2020)  
[No new digest content identified]  
 
 
PLoS Medicine 
http://www.plosmedicine.org/   
(Accessed 25 Apr 2020)  
[No new digest content identified]  
 
 
PLoS Neglected Tropical Diseases 
http://www.plosntds.org/  
(Accessed 25 Apr 2020)  
[No new digest content identified]  
 
 
PLoS One 
http://www.plosone.org/ 
[Accessed 25 Apr 2020] 
Knowledge, risk of infection, and vaccination status of hepatitis B virus among rural high 
school students in Nanumba North and South Districts of Ghana  
Awolu Adam, Adam Fusheini  
Research Article | published 22 Apr 2020 PLOS ONE  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0231930  
 
 
PNAS - Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States  
of America 
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/ 
[Accessed 25 Apr 2020] 
Reconciling global priorities for conserving biodiversity habitat  
Karel Mokany, Simon Ferrier, Thomas D. Harwood, Chris Ware, Moreno Di Marco, Hedley S. Grantham, 
Oscar Venter, Andrew J. Hoskins, and James E. M. Watson 

https://www.mdpi.com/1999-4923/12/3
https://link.springer.com/journal/40273/38/4
https://journals.plos.org/plosgenetics/
http://www.plosmedicine.org/
http://www.plosntds.org/
http://www.plosone.org/
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0231930
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0231930
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0231930
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/recent
https://www.pnas.org/content/early/2020/04/20/1918373117


   

  

PNAS first published April 21, 2020. https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1918373117  
 
A scientific theory of gist communication and misinformation resistance, with implications 
for health, education, and policy  
Valerie F. Reyna 
PNAS first published April 20, 2020. https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1912441117  
 
 
Prehospital & Disaster Medicine 
Volume 35 - Issue 2 - April 2020  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/prehospital-and-disaster-medicine/latest-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Preventive Medicine 
Volume 133   April 2020 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/preventive-medicine/vol/133/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Proceedings of the Royal Society B 
08 April 2020  Volume 287  Issue 1924 
https://royalsocietypublishing.org/toc/rspb/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Public Health   
Volume 181  Pages 1-204 (April 2020) 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/public-health/vol/181/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Public Health Ethics  
Volume 12, Issue 3, November 2019 
http://phe.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Public Health Reports 
Volume 135 Issue 2, March/April 2020  
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/phrg/135/2 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Qualitative Health Research  
Volume 30 Issue 5, April 2020  
http://qhr.sagepub.com/content/current 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
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Refugee Survey Quarterly 
Volume 39, Issue 1, March 2020 
http://rsq.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Research Ethics 
Volume 15 Issue 3-4, July-October 2019  
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/reab/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Reproductive Health 
http://www.reproductive-health-journal.com/content 
[Accessed 25 Apr 2020]  
Sexual and reproductive health (SRH): a key issue in the emergency response to the 
coronavirus disease (COVID- 19) outbreak  
Authors: Kun Tang, Junjian Gaoshan and Babatunde Ahonsi 
Content type: Commentary 
23 April 2020 
 
A qualitative study on acceptability of the mistreatment of women during childbirth in 
Myanmar  
Authors: Thae Maung Maung, Kyaw Lwin Show, Nwe Oo Mon, Özge Tunçalp, Nyein Su Aye, Yin Yin Soe 
and Meghan A. Bohren 
Content type: Research 
20 April 2020 
 
 
Revista Panamericana de Salud Pública/Pan American Journal of Public Health 
(RPSP/PAJPH)  
https://www.paho.org/journal/en 
Latest articles 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Risk Analysis     
Volume 40, Issue 4   Pages: 657-898   April 2020 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/15396924/current 
[New issue; no digest content identified] 
 
 
Risk Management and Healthcare Policy 
https://www.dovepress.com/risk-management-and-healthcare-policy-archive56 
[Accessed 25 Apr 2020] 
[No new digest content identified] 
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Science  
24 April 2020  Vol 368, Issue 6489 
http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl 
Editorial 
Why WHO? 
By H. Holden Thorp 
Summary 
Pandemics are international. A virus doesn't respect borders between countries—or between states, as 
we are seeing with severe acute respiratory syndrome–coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) in the United 
States. Unfortunately, too many world leaders want to treat the situation as a problem for their nation 
alone and not the world. 
 
Research Articles 
The effect of travel restrictions on the spread of the 2019 novel coronavirus (COVID-19) 
outbreak 
By Matteo Chinazzi, Jessica T. Davis, Marco Ajelli, Corrado Gioannini, Maria Litvinova, Stefano Merler, 
Ana Pastore y Piontti, Kunpeng Mu, Luca Rossi, Kaiyuan Sun, Cécile Viboud, Xinyue Xiong, Hongjie Yu, 
M. Elizabeth Halloran, Ira M. Longini Jr., Alessandro Vespignani 
Science24 Apr 2020 : 395-400 Open Access CCBY 
   A SARS-CoV-2 epidemiological model reveals the effects of travel restrictions and transmission 
reduction efforts on the spread of this novel virus. 
 
Evolving epidemiology of poliovirus serotype 2 following withdrawal of the serotype 2 oral 
poliovirus vaccine 
By G. R. Macklin, K. M. O’Reilly, N. C. Grassly, W. J. Edmunds, O. Mach, R. Santhana Gopala Krishnan, 
A. Voorman, J. F. Vertefeuille, J. Abdelwahab, N. Gumede, A. Goel, S. Sosler, J. Sever, A. S. 
Bandyopadhyay, M. A. Pallansch, R. Nandy, P. Mkanda, O. M. Diop, R. W. Sutter 
Science24 Apr 2020 : 401-405 Full Access 
   Outbreaks of serotype 2 vaccine-derived poliovirus can be traced to use of the oral poliovirus vaccine 
in outbreak response campaigns. 
 
 
Science Translational Medicine  
22 April 2020  Vol 12, Issue 540 
https://stm.sciencemag.org/ 
Perspective 
The evidence landscape in precision medicine 
By Spencer Phillips Hey, Cory V. Gerlach, Garrett Dunlap, Vinay Prasad, Aaron S. Kesselheim 
Science Translational Medicine22 Apr 2020 Restricted Access 
Abstract 
Precision medicine is beginning to make an impact on the treatment of different diseases, but there are 
still challenges that must be overcome, such as the complexity of interventions, the need for marker 
validation, and the level of evidence necessary to demonstrate effectiveness. In this Perspective, we 
describe how evidence landscapes can help to address these challenges. 
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Social Science & Medicine 
Volume 251   April 2020 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/social-science-and-medicine/vol/249/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Stability: International Journal of Security & Development  
http://www.stabilityjournal.org/articles 
[Accessed 25 Apr 2020]  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Stanford Social Innovation Review 
Spring 2020  Volume 18, Number 2  
https://ssir.org/issue/spring_2020# 
   Explore the power of collaboration between social innovation leaders and the public sector, 
development impact bonds, the transformation of the global humanitarian relief system, the smart use 
of evidence in decision-making, and other topics in the Spring 2020 issue of Stanford Social Innovation 
Review. 
 
 
Systematic Reviews  
https://systematicreviewsjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles 
[Accessed 25 Apr 2020]  
The interplay of HIV and human papillomavirus-related cancers in sub-Saharan Africa: 
scoping review  
People living with HIV (PLHIV) are at a high risk of developing HPV-related cancers. HPV-related 
malignancies occur frequently and/or are high among PLHIV, with cervical cancer as a designated 
AIDS-defining co...  
Authors: Kabelo Matjie Bridget Lekoane, Desmond Kuupiel, Tivani P. Mashamba-Thompson and 
Themba G. Ginindza 
Citation: Systematic Reviews 2020 9:88  
Content type: Research 
Published on: 22 April 2020 
 
School-going transgender youths’ experiences at health care facilities: a systematic 
scoping review protocol  
Globally, miniscule improvements have been implemented regarding equality, inclusion, access, and 
protection of people with diverse gender identities whilst accessing health care facilities of which 
transgende...  
Authors: Delarise M. Mulqueeny, Senzelokuhle M. Nkabini and Tivani P. Mashamba-Thompson 
Citation: Systematic Reviews 2020 9:90  
Content type: Protocol 
Published on: 24 April 2020 
 
 
Torture Journal 
2019  Volume 29 - No.3 
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https://irct.org/publications/torture-journal/143 
   This issue of the Torture Journal takes its focus on measuring torture rehabilitation processes and 
results. Scientific contributions on this subject include a measurement of rehabilitation outcomes with 
an instrument designed at the Marjorie Kovler Center in Chicago; a validation study examining 
diagnoses of Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) and Complex Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder 
(CPTSD) in refugee and torture survivor populations; and a study of gender-based violence in 
Honduras, El Salvador and Guatemala.  
   The issue also comprises an applied perspective on organizational development in torture 
rehabilitation programs and two letters to the editor addressing involvement of medical personnel in 
torture in Syria and a response to the concept of psychological torture.  
   Finally, Secretary-General of the International Rehabilitation Council for Torture Victims, Lisa Henry, 
and Chief Executive Officer of STARTTS Centre in Australia, Jorge Aroche, provide an open letter to the 
Torture Journal readers and a celebratory text of STARTTS' 30th anniversary respectively.  
 
 
Trauma, Violence, & Abuse 
Volume 21 Issue 2, April 2020  
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/tvaa/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Travel Medicine and Infectious Diseases 
Volume 33   January–February 2020 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/travel-medicine-and-infectious-disease/vol/33/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Tropical Medicine & International Health 
Volume 25, Issue 4  Pages: i-iv, 387-505  April 2020 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13653156/current 
Original Research Papers 
Changing trends in measles vaccination status between 2004 and 2014 among children 
aged 12–23 months in Bangladesh 
Yasmin Jahan et al 
Pages: 475-482 
First Published: 21 December 2019 
 
 
UN Chronicle 
Vol. LV Nos. 3 & 4 2018  December 2018  
https://unchronicle.un.org/ 
New Technologies: Where To? 
This issue focuses on new technologies and their potential benefits for humanity as well as their 
expanding use in advancing the 2030 Agenda. It explores the promise of our digital age, while posing 
important questions about where these technologies are leading us, and how their misuse could also 
lead to increased inequality and conflict. 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Vulnerable Children and Youth Studies  
An International Interdisciplinary Journal for Research, Policy and Care  
Volume 15, Issue 1, 2020 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rvch20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
World Heritage Review  
n°94 - January 2020 
http://whc.unesco.org/en/review/94/ 
Current Issue 
New World Heritage sites 2019 
   The 1972 World Heritage Convention is truly unique. It is the only legal instrument conceived to 
protect both cultural and natural heritage, based on the principle of Outstanding Universal Value (OUV) 
– the value of a site that is irreplaceable and must be protected for the future. 
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