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:: Week in Review  
A highly selective capture of strategic developments, research, commentary, analysis and 
announcements spanning Human Rights Action, Humanitarian Response, Health, Education, Holistic 
Development, Heritage Stewardship, Sustainable Resilience. Achieving a balance across these broad 
themes is a challenge and we appreciate your observations and ideas in this regard. This is not 
intended to be a "news and events" digest. 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Freedoms/Human Rights 
 
Secretary-General   Statements and Messages 
Basic Freedoms Under Assault, Secretary-General Tells Human Rights Council, Launching 
Call to Revive Respect for Dignity, Equality amid Rising Tensions 
SG/SM/19985 
24 February 2020 
Following are UN Secretary-General António Guterres’ remarks to the United Nations Human Rights 
Council:  “The Highest Aspiration:  A Call to Action for Human Rights”, in Geneva today: 
 
I would like to start by expressing my appreciation and admiration for the work being carried out by 
High Commissioner Michelle Bachelet and her Office.  Her personal history, her understanding of what 
it means for a society and an individual to suffer human rights violations, and her experience in 
advancing human rights as a world leader — All of this gives her a unique and vital voice. 
 
I have come to the Human Rights Council — the fulcrum for international dialogue and 
cooperation to advance all human rights — to launch a Call for Action.  And I decided to do 
it now — during the seventy-fifth anniversary year of the United Nations — because of the 
centrality of human rights in all the United Nations does, and because human rights are 
under assault. 
 
I want to begin where human rights begin — with a core understanding.  Human rights are about the 
dignity and worth of the human person.  They expand the horizons of hope, enlarge the boundaries of 
the possible, and unleash the best of ourselves and our world. 
 
Human rights are our ultimate tool to help societies grow in freedom.  To ensure equality for women 
and girls.  To advance sustainable development.  To prevent conflict, reduce human suffering and build 
a just and equitable world.  As the Universal Declaration of Human Rights proclaims:  human rights are 
“humanity’s highest aspiration”. 
 
Progress in one corner of the globe nourishes progress in another.  I have seen it.  And I have lived 
it.  I grew up under the [António de Oliveira] Salazar dictatorship in Portugal and did not experience 
democracy until I was 24 years old.  I saw the dictatorship oppress not only its own citizens, but also 
people under colonial rule in Africa. 
 
But it was the human rights struggles and successes of others around the world that inspired us.  Over 
the decades, the efforts of many have ushered in massive human rights gains on all 
continents.  Colonial rule and apartheid were overcome.  Dictatorships have fallen.  Democracy has 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm19985.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm19985.doc.htm


   

  

spread.  Landmark covenants spell out the full range of civil, cultural, economic, political and social 
rights.  A robust treaty-based system is in place, along with special procedures and accountability 
mechanisms. 
 
One billion people have been lifted out of poverty in a generation.  And we have seen big advances 
from the access to drinking water — to big declines in child mortality.  All our societies have benefited 
from human rights movements led by women, young people, minorities, indigenous peoples and 
others. 
 
Yet, human rights today face growing challenges.  And no country is immune.  We see 
civilians trapped in war-torn enclaves, starved and bombarded in clear violation of international 
law.  Human trafficking affecting every region in the world, preying on vulnerability and 
despair.  Women and girls enslaved, exploited and abused, denied the opportunity to make the most of 
their potential.  Civil society activists tossed in jail, and religious and ethnic minorities persecuted, 
under overly broad definitions of national security.  Journalists killed or harassed for seeking only to do 
their jobs.  Minorities, indigenous people, migrants, refugees, the [lesbian, gay, bisexual, transsexual, 
intersex] LGBTI community, vilified as the “other” and tormented by acts of hate. 
 
We also see global hunger on the rise and youth unemployment at alarming levels.  A new 
set of challenges is arising from megatrends such as the climate crisis, demographic change, rapid 
urbanization and the march of technology.  People are being left behind.  Fears are growing.  Divisions 
are widening.  And some leaders are exploiting anxieties to broaden those gaps to the breaking 
point.  A perverse political arithmetic has taken hold:  divide people to multiply votes.  The rule of law 
is being eroded.  In so many places, people are rising up against political systems that fail to take them 
into account and economic systems that fail to deliver prosperity for all. 
 
In the face of these tensions and tests, there is an answer:  Human rights.  Human rights 
are the birth right of every person and in the interests of every country.  They ensure 
stability.  They build solidarity.  They promote inclusion and growth.  They must never be a 
vehicle for double standards or a means to pursue hidden agendas. 
 
Sovereignty remains a bedrock principle of international relations.  But national sovereignty cannot be a 
pretext for violating human rights.  We must overcome the false dichotomy between human 
rights and national sovereignty.  Human rights and national sovereignty go hand-in-hand.  The 
promotion of human rights strengthens States and societies, thereby reinforcing sovereignty. 
 
Our enduring challenge is to transform the ambitions of the Universal Declaration into 
real-world change on the ground.  And this is why my Call to Action is to the United 
Nations family itself, to Member States, to parliamentarians, to the business community, 
to civil society and to people everywhere.  We have to fully mobilize the diverse capacities of the 
United Nations. 
 
And let me also underscore a fundamental point:  just as we must not discriminate between people, we 
cannot pick and choose among human rights.  It would be a mistake to diminish economic, social and 
cultural rights.  But it would be equally misguided to think that those rights are sufficient to answer 
people’s yearning for freedom. 
 



   

  

For our part, as a United Nations family, a culture of human rights must permeate all we do.  Indeed, 
when we push for a surge of diplomacy, we are reducing human suffering and promoting human 
rights.  When we press for climate action, we are advancing intergenerational justice and promoting 
human rights.  When we call out the rise of racism, white supremacy and other forms of extremism 
and issue the first-ever United Nations system-wide plan of action to combat hate speech, we are 
upholding human rights.  
 
Human rights are part of the very identity of the United Nations.  And that means we must 
deploy a diverse toolbox of actions depending on situation and context.  At times we will work hand-in-
hand with Governments and other stakeholders, providing technical support to build national human 
rights institutions and guide the national application of international norms and standards.  At other 
times we will speak out, identifying both violations and violators.  At still other times we will work 
behind the scenes.  
 
There is a place for each of these approaches, and often all three at once.  And the ultimate test is not 
the headlines we generate or the catharsis of public critique.  Success must be measured by the 
yardstick of meaningful change in people’s lives. 
 
Our Call to Action singles out seven areas where concerted effort can achieve a quantum 
leap in progress or avert the risk of backsliding.  Allow me to briefly outline each. 
 
First, rights at the core of sustainable development.  Human rights permeate the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development.  The vast majority of the goals and targets correspond to legally binding 
human rights commitments made by every Member State.  When we help lift people out of abject 
poverty, when we ensure education for all — notably girls — when we guarantee universal health care, 
when everyone has equal access to opportunity and choice, we are enabling people to claim their 
rights and upholding the core pledge of the 2030 Agenda to leave no one behind. 
 
This promise obliges us to tackle all forms of inequality and eliminate all forms of 
discrimination.  Nobody’s prospects in life should be determined because of age, gender, how they 
look, where they live, how they worship or who they love. 
 
We also must focus on the needs and experiences of young people, people living with disabilities, 
minorities, indigenous communities, refugees, migrants and other groups facing specific challenges.  A 
human rights-based approach, oriented around peaceful and just societies and respect for the rule of 
law, delivers development that is more lasting and inclusive.  And today I call on all countries to put 
human rights principles and mechanisms front and centre in implementation of the Sustainable 
Development Goals — including by creating wide avenues for civil society participation. 
 
Second, rights in time of crisis.  Human rights face few greater tests than when conflicts erupt, 
terrorists attack or disaster strikes.  International human rights, refugee and humanitarian law can 
restore a measure of humanity in even the darkest moments.  Let me also underscore that even 
necessary efforts to combat terrorism must not compromise human rights.  Otherwise, counter-terror 
actions will be counter-productive.  This Call to Action recognizes that respect for human rights is an 
essential crisis prevention mechanism.  But when prevention falls short and violence is rampant, people 
need protection. 
 



   

  

To ensure the effectiveness and coherence of United Nations action, we will draw on extensive work in 
the field and develop a common agenda for protection that will apply to the United Nations 
family.  This agenda will take full account of differences in age, gender and diversity among the people 
we serve.  It will further focus on the protection of minorities and the rights of indigenous 
peoples.  And it will build on important initiatives such as Human Rights Up Front–enhancing human 
rights analysis and expanding the presence of Human Rights Advisers within United Nations country 
teams. 
 
Meanwhile, we will continue to engage with the Security Council and other United Nations bodies to 
raise awareness, prevent crises, protect people and ensure accountability, including through 
international criminal courts and other mechanisms for global justice.  These are also vital instruments 
in the prevention of genocide and other atrocity crimes. 
 
Third, gender equality and equal rights for women.  Human rights will never be realized without 
the human rights of women.  Yet in this year in which we mark the twenty-fifth anniversary of the 
Beijing Platform of Action, we see a pushback against women’s rights, alarming levels of femicide, 
attacks on women human rights defenders, and the persistence of laws and policies that perpetuate 
subjugation and exclusion.  Violence against women and girls is the world’s most pervasive human 
rights abuse. 
 
We also continue to see chronic stagnation in women’s participation in political leadership roles, peace 
processes and economic inclusion.  The gaps may vary but the roots and reasons are the 
same:  power.  For millennia, women have been systematically silenced, marginalized and 
ignored.  Policies and laws have been shaped largely through the experiences of only half of 
humanity.  We need a shift in our way of thinking, so that we consciously build socioeconomic, 
governance and security systems that work for all. 
 
As one noted expert wrote:  “If women are not perceived to be fully within the structures of power, 
surely it is power we need to redefine rather than women.”  That work starts within.  On 1 January — 
for the first time in United Nations history — we achieved gender parity across our senior-most ranks of 
full-time Under- and Assistant-Secretaries-General — 90 women and 90 men. 
 
We pledge to reach gender parity throughout the United Nations system at all levels by 2028, apply a 
gender perspective to everything the United Nations does, strengthen our push for gender equality 
across the board, and better track and set benchmarks on funding for gender equality.  Today, I call on 
every country to support policies and legislation that promote gender equality, repeal discriminatory 
laws, end violence against women and girls, ensure sexual and reproductive health and rights, and 
strive for women’s equal representation and participation in all spheres. 
 
Quatrièmement, la participation citoyenne et l’espace civique.  Autour du monde, l’espace 
civique se réduit.  Et à mesure qu’il se réduit, les droits humains se réduisent aussi.  Les lois 
répressives se multiplient, avec des restrictions de plus en plus grandes pour les libertés d’expression, 
de religion, de participation, de réunion et d’association.  Les journalistes, les défenseurs des droits 
humains et les militants écologistes — tout particulièrement les femmes — font l’objet de menaces 
croissantes, au moment même où leur engagement est indispensable à l’exercice de la justice. 
 
Les nouvelles technologies ont certes permis à la société civile de mieux s’organiser, mais elles ont 
également donné aux autorités des moyens inédits pour contrôler les allées et venues de chacun et 



   

  

restreindre les libertés.  L’ONU ne pourrait tout simplement pas accomplir sa mission sans 
l’engagement actif de la société civile.  Nous redoublons d’efforts pour que les voix de la société civile 
puissent se faire à chaque fois entendre dans les organes et entités de l’ONU, avec une attention 
particulière aux organisations de défense des droits des femmes et aux jeunes.  Nous entendons aussi 
élaborer une stratégie à l’échelle du système visant à promouvoir et protéger l’espace civique et à 
renforcer les moyens d’action de la société civile. 
 
Cinquièmement, les droits des générations futures.  La crise climatique est la plus grande 
menace pour la survie de notre espèce et met d’ores et déjà en danger les droits humains aux quatre 
coins de la planète.  Cette crise mondiale montre combien il est nécessaire de prendre pleinement en 
compte les droits des générations futures dans les décisions prises aujourd’hui.  Elle menace l’existence 
même de certains États Membres, en particulier les petits États insulaires en développement.  Si nous 
n’agissons pas, nos enfants et petits-enfants ne pourront jouir de tous leurs droits fondamentaux, loin 
de là.  Nous entendons ces craintes à travers les voix des jeunes qui, courageusement, prennent la 
parole aujourd’hui. 
 
Notre Appel à l’action s’appuiera sur le Sommet pour le climat de septembre — y compris le Sommet 
de la jeunesse pour le climat — pour plaider en faveur de l’action climatique et du droit à un 
environnement sûr, propre, sain et durable.  Nous entendons créer un espace où les jeunes pourront 
non seulement s’exprimer mais surtout participer et contribuer aux décisions qui façonneront leur 
avenir. 
 
Sixièmement, l’action collective.  Mon Appel à l’action s’inscrit dans un cadre où les droits humains 
sont au cœur de l’action collective dont nous avons besoin pour faire face aux crises actuelles.  Le 
multilatéralisme doit être plus inclusif, s’inscrire davantage en réseaux et s’articuler autour des droits 
humains.  Nous allons saisir chaque occasion pour dialoguer avec les différentes parties prenantes, en 
particulier les États Membres, sur les questions des droits humains et les enjeux humanitaires, y 
compris le soutien accru aux institutions de défense des droits humains. 
 
Nous renforcerons nos actions pour développer les capacités et soutenir les institutions étatiques et la 
société civile.  Nous continuerons d’entretenir un dialogue franc au sein du Conseil de sécurité, de 
l’Assemblée générale et du Conseil des droits de l’homme, ainsi qu’aux niveaux bilatéral comme 
régional. 
 
L’Examen périodique universel est un outil essentiel de notre travail dans les pays. Nous avons ainsi 
recueilli un grand nombre de bonnes pratiques et d’expériences réussies, y compris dans les 
circonstances les plus difficiles. Et nous nous engageons aujourd’hui à accentuer nos efforts.  Je 
publierai bientôt de nouvelles orientations pratiques à l’intention de chaque représentant des Nations 
Unies dans les pays afin de renforcer nos plateformes de coopération et répondre aux défis des droits 
humains en utilisant la puissance et le potentiel de l’Examen périodique universel. 
 
Dans tout ce que nous faisons, nous nous engageons à renforcer l’appui que nous apportons aux États 
Membres afin qu’ils mettent en place leurs propres institutions de défense des droits humains et 
utilisent pleinement les outils de l’ONU pour relever les défis d’aujourd’hui et de demain. 
 
Septièmement, enfin, de nouvelles perspectives pour les droits humains.  L’ère numérique 
présente de nouvelles possibilités pour l’humanité en matière de bien-être, de connaissance et de 
découvertes.  Pourtant, les nouvelles technologies sont trop souvent utilisées pour enfreindre les droits 



   

  

et le respect de la vie privée, par le biais de la surveillance, de la répression ou du harcèlement et de la 
haine en ligne. Elles sont également utilisées par les organisations terroristes et les trafiquants d’êtres 
humains. 
 
Des avancées telles que les logiciels de reconnaissance faciale, la robotique, l’identification numérique 
et la biotechnologie, ne doivent pas servir à saper les droits fondamentaux, creuser les inégalités ou 
aggraver les discriminations existantes.  Le Groupe indépendant de haut niveau sur la coopération 
numérique a montré la voie à suivre pour bâtir un monde dans lequel chacun profite des avancées 
numériques et des nouvelles perspectives qu’elles offrent. 
 
En ce sens, nous plaiderons pour que les droits humains s’appliquent en ligne et pour que les données 
soient bien protégées, en particulier s’agissant des données personnelles et de santé.  La collaboration 
avec le secteur privé sera cruciale.  Nous nous emploierons également à renforcer les organes 
mondiaux essentiels comme le Forum sur la gouvernance de l’internet.  Enfin, nous devons veiller à ce 
que les machines autonomes ne puissent jamais tuer hors du contrôle ou sans l’aval d’un être 
humain.  Je réitère mon appel en faveur d’une interdiction mondiale des systèmes d’armes létales 
autonomes. 
 
Je suis déterminé à mettre toute mon énergie et celle de l’Organisation derrière l’Appel à l’action que 
nous lançons aujourd’hui, et j’apporte tout mon soutien au travail indispensable de la Haute-
Commissaire aux droits de l’homme.  Nous allons également renforcer davantage encore la 
collaboration étroite entre mon bureau et le Haut-Commissariat afin que nous soyons à la hauteur des 
engagements pris. 
 
Je vous demande à toutes et tous de vous joindre à nous pour répondre à cet Appel — en 
faveur des hommes et des femmes et de la planète.  Les gens du monde entier veulent savoir que 
nous sommes de leur côté.  Qu'ils soient privés de leur dignité par la guerre, la répression ou la 
pauvreté, ou qu'ils rêvent simplement d'un avenir meilleur, ils invoquent leurs droits irréductibles — et 
ils comptent sur notre aide pour les faire respecter.  Les droits humains — qu’ils soient civils, culturels, 
économiques, politiques ou sociaux — sont à la fois le but et le chemin.  Œuvrons ensemble à la 
réalisation de la plus haute aspiration de l’humanité: que chacun et chacune puisse jouir de ses droits 
humains.  Je vous remercie. 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Heritage Stewardship 
 
Upcoming Decade of Indigenous Languages (2022 – 2032) to focus on Indigenous 
language users’ human rights 
28/02/2020 
Participants at the High-level event, “Making a decade of action for indigenous languages,” on 28 
February issued a strategic roadmap for the Decade of Indigenous Languages (2022-2032) prioritizing 
the empowerment indigenous language users. 
 
More than 500 participants from 50 countries, including government ministers, indigenous 
leaders, researchers, public and private partners, and other stakeholders and experts, 
adopted the Los Pinos Declaration, at the end of the two-day event in Mexico City, which was 

https://en.unesco.org/news/upcoming-decade-indigenous-languages-2022-2032-focus-indigenous-language-users-human-rights
https://en.unesco.org/news/upcoming-decade-indigenous-languages-2022-2032-focus-indigenous-language-users-human-rights


   

  

organized by UNESCO and Mexico. The Declaration places indigenous peoples at the centre of its 
recommendations under the slogan “Nothing for us without us.” 
 
The Declaration, designed to inspire a global plan of action for the Decade, calls for the implementation 
of the internationally recognized rights of indigenous peoples, expressed notably in the UN Declaration 
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples of 2007, the UN System-wide Action Plan (SWAP) on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples of 2017, and other standard-setting instruments such as UNESCO’s Convention 
against Discrimination in Education (1960),the UN’s International Convention on the Elimination of All 
Forms of Racial Discrimination (1965), International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, and 
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (1966). 
 
In its  strategic recommendations for the Decade, the Los Pinos Declaration emphasizes 
indigenous peoples’ rights to freedom of expression, to an education in their mother 
tongue and to participation in public life using their languages, as prerequisites for the 
survival of indigenous languages many of which are currently on the verge of extinction. 
With regard to participation in public life, the Declaration highlights the importance of enabling the use 
of indigenous languages in justice systems, the media, labour and health programmes. It also points to 
the potential of digital technologies in supporting the use and preservation of those languages… 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Fragility and Conflict 
 
Fragility and Conflict: On the Front Lines of the Fight against Poverty 
World Bank 
Date: February 27, 2020 Type: Publication 
STORY HIGHLIGHTS 
:: A new report estimates that by 2030 up to two-thirds of the global extreme poor will be living in FCS, 
making it evident that without intensified action, the global poverty goals will not be met. 
:: The new report, “Fragility and Conflict: On the Front Lines of the Fight against Poverty” notes that 
the 43 countries in the world with the highest poverty rates are in FCS and/or Sub-Saharan Africa. 
:: The number of people living in proximity to conflict — defined as within 60 kilometers of at least 25 
conflict-related deaths — has nearly doubled since 2007. 
 
 
New WBG Strategy Focuses on Conflict Prevention and Partnerships for Peace and Security 
in Africa 
WASHINGTON, Feb. 27, 2020 – Urgent action is needed in countries impacted by fragility, conflict and 
violence (FCV) to end extreme poverty globally, according to the World Bank Group. As crisis situations 
become increasingly protracted — with dire impacts on people and economies — the World Bank Group 
today released an FCV strategy, which for the first time systematically brings a full suite of financing 
and expertise to address these challenges in both low-and-middle income countries. 
 
On the current trajectory, by 2030 up to two-thirds of the world’s extreme poor will live in fragile and 
conflict-affected countries, according to a World Bank report also released today. Bucking the overall 
trend of a global decrease in extreme poverty, these countries are seeing sharp increases, threatening 
decades of progress in the fight against poverty. Fragile and conflict-affected situations take a huge toll 

http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/poverty/publication/fragility-conflict-on-the-front-lines-fight-against-poverty
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2020/02/27/new-wbg-strategy-focuses-on-conflict-prevention-and-partnerships-for-peace-and-security-in-africa
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2020/02/27/new-wbg-strategy-focuses-on-conflict-prevention-and-partnerships-for-peace-and-security-in-africa
https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/fragilityconflictviolence/publication/world-bank-group-strategy-for-fragility-conflict-and-violence-2020-2025
https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/poverty/publication/fragility-conflict-on-the-front-lines-fight-against-poverty


   

  

on human capital, creating vicious cycles that lower people’s lifetime productivity and earnings and 
reduce socioeconomic mobility. One in five people in these countries are deprived of money, education 
and basic infrastructure simultaneously. And the number of people living in close proximity to conflict 
has nearly doubled in the past 10 years. 
 
“Addressing humanitarian crises requires immediate support and long-term development approaches,” 
said World Bank Group President David Malpass. “To end extreme poverty and break the cycle of 
fragility, conflict, and violence, countries need to ensure access to basic services, transparent and 
accountable government institutions, and economic and social inclusion of the most marginalized 
communities. These kinds of investments go hand in hand with humanitarian aid.”… 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Global Challenges 
 
IMF Managing Director Urges Global Cooperation for Global Challenges  
February 23, 2020 
Ms. Kristalina Georgieva, Managing Director of the International Monetary Fund (IMF), issued the 
following statement today at the conclusion of the Group of 20 (G20) meeting of Finance Ministers and 
Central Bank Governors in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia:  
 
“We meet at a time of particular uncertainty. At the start of the year, global growth appeared to have 
bottomed out, with signs of stabilization and expectation of a modest rebound—from 2.9 percent last 
year to 3.3 percent this year. This tentative stabilization was helped by continued monetary and—in 
some countries—fiscal easing, as well as by the Phase 1 trade deal between the US and China. The 
projected recovery, however, is fragile and predicated on a return to more normal conditions in 
previously stressed or underperforming economies.  
 
“Since that projection was made, the COVID-19 virus—a global health emergency—has 
disrupted economic activity in China and could put the recovery at risk. Above all, this is a 
human tragedy, but it also has negative economic impact. I reported to the G20 that even in the case 
of rapid containment of the virus, growth in China and the rest of the world would be impacted. Of 
course, we all hope for a V-shaped, rapid recovery—but given the uncertainty, it would be prudent to 
prepare for more adverse scenarios.  
 
“And there are other risks: high debt levels in countries and corporates could be affected by a rise in 
risk premia or an unanticipated tightening in financial conditions; and climate change has been 
associated with an increase in the frequency of natural disasters.  
 
“We have an important agenda ahead. With slow growth and low inflation, monetary policy should 
remain accommodative in most G20 economies. Fiscal policy should also be deployed—where space 
allows—to support economic prospects; this does not have to be costly and could be done through 
reprioritizing spending toward high-return infrastructure and investment in people. At the same time, 
structural reforms should be implemented to boost productivity, growth, and jobs.  
 
“Beyond country-level policies, many challenges are global and require global solutions. We discussed a 
number of these in Riyadh, including addressing tax challenges that arise from the digitalization of the 

https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2020/02/23/pr2062-imf-managing-director-urges-global-cooperation-for-global-challenges
https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2020/02/22/pr2061-remarks-by-kristalina-georgieva-to-g20-on-economic-impact-of-covid-19


   

  

economy; strengthening debt transparency and sustainability; and building a more open and resilient 
financial system. There was also strong support for the Saudi Presidency’s agenda of enhancing access 
to opportunities, especially for women and youth.  
 
“I would highlight three other areas where international cooperation is key:  
—First, we must work together to contain COVID-19—both its human and economic impact—
especially if the outbreak turns out to be more persistent and widespread. The IMF stands ready to 
help, including through our Catastrophe and Containment Relief Trust that can provide grants for debt 
relief to the poorest, most vulnerable countries.  
 
—Second, cooperation is required to further reduce uncertainty over global trade. Despite 
the Phase 1 deal, trade tensions have shaved 0.6 percent off this year’s global GDP. It remains 
essential to move from trade truce to trade peace.  
 
—Third, the world must collaborate to scale up climate change mitigation and adaptation.  
 
“COVID-19 is a stark reminder of our interconnections and the need to work together. In this regard, 
the G20 is an important forum to help put the global economy on a more sound footing.  
 
“In conclusion, I would like to thank Minister Mohammed Al Jadaan and Governor Ahmed Abdulkarim 
Alkholifey for the excellent organization of our meeting and their warm hospitality.”  
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Humanitarian Response 
 
An inevitable trajectory of humanitarian needs? 
24-02-2020 | Statement  
As this new decade begins, our world appears to be on an inevitable trajectory of skyrocketing 
humanitarian needs and rising fragility. We are all witnesses to the enormous suffering of conflict and 
violence on the lives of ordinary women, men and children. 
Statement   24 February 2020   Switzerland Libya Ethiopia Somalia  
Address by the ICRC President Peter Maurer to the 43rd session of the Human Rights Council, 24 
February 2020, Geneva. 
 
During my visits this year to Libya, Somalia and Ethiopia, people told me of their distress over deadly 
shelling, sexual abuses, brutal droughts and floods. Against the tide of progress, they fear their 
children and grandchildren will suffer greater hardship and insecurity. 
 
Climate shocks, pandemics, crime, politically-motivated violence, insecurity and inequality are 
entrenching the impacts of war. 
 
:: The arms trade booms with profit prioritised over human life. 
:: Powerful explosive weapons are deployed in urban areas with little regard for 
humanitarian impacts. 
:: Protections are wound back in the name of exceptionalist measures to 'fight terrorism'. 
:: Humanitarian aid is targeted and politicised. 

https://www.icrc.org/en/document/inevitable-trajectory-humanitarian-needs
https://www.icrc.org/en/where-we-work/europe-central-asia/switzerland
https://www.icrc.org/en/where-we-work/africa/libya
https://www.icrc.org/en/where-we-work/africa/ethiopia
https://www.icrc.org/en/where-we-work/africa/somalia


   

  

:: Military objectives and the politics of revenge are winning at the expense of human life 
and dignity. 
 
Both those living in countries at war and at peace are fearful. A majority of millennials around the 
globe surveyed by the International Committee of the Red Cross predict there will be a catastrophic 
third world war or a nuclear attack in their lifetimes. 
But it is not 'game over'. Most of those surveyed still believe, as I do, that wars are avoidable and limits 
on warfare must be implemented and defended. 
 
People are asking for leadership to find solutions to these difficult issues: 
:: For warring parties to cease violations; 
:: For partners and allies to exert their influence to ensure respect for the law; and 
:: For States through dialogue and action, to champion rather than sacrifice, humanitarian 
norms and principles. 
 
While much has been said about the effectiveness of multilateralism, I believe this is a critical moment 
for States, individually and collectively, to reinforce people's faith in the norms of humanity and to 
restore trust that their needs will be at the heart of decision-making. 
 
Violence between warring parties is not new and the dilemmas are not insurmountable. Across 
centuries societies have sought to establish customary norms and rules that ensure a minimum of 
humanity in the worst of circumstances. 
 
International Humanitarian Law does not propose that wars can be fought without victims, but that 
harm can be minimized through standards and principled action. 
 
Today, IHL and International Human Rights Law are our universal standards of protection. As we all 
know, Human Rights Law is applicable in all circumstances. And IHL provides guidance through the 
difficult dilemmas of balancing military objectives against harm to civilians in armed conflict. Over the 
longer term, IHL's lasting benefit is to shape behaviours that not only prevent the worst human 
suffering during war, but by doing so may contribute to future reconciliation. 
 
Even in the deadliest of conflicts the ICRC, as a neutral intermediary, sees how shared 
humanitarian objectives can help parties find common ground, whether through 
exchanges of prisoners, evacuation of the wounded, cross-line humanitarian activities, or 
respectful exchange of mortal remains. 
 
These trust-building measures, made on humanitarian grounds, can lay the foundations to mend 
relationships between belligerents and lead eventually to stability. 
 
Conversely when the law is applied selectively, it can fuel resentment and a return to hostilities. I fear 
the possible reverberating impacts when human dignity is violated: when excessive use of force is used 
in managing demonstrations; when torture is accepted as solution to maintain security. 
 
Or when well-established protections are withheld on the grounds of dehumanizing certain groups of 
people or stigmatizing those affiliated with non-state armed groups, including fighters and their 
families. States must live up to their responsibilities: no one is exempt from humanity, nor beyond the 
law. Accountability is for violators, not for enemies. 



   

  

 
I do not pretend that it is easy to grapple with difficult aspects of legality, respect, trust-building and 
accountability, in particular in contexts of war and violence. Looking at the reality of enormous 
suffering, we do not have a choice but need to do better – you can do better. 
 
If the law continues to be disregarded, the consequences will be devastating not only for individuals 
and communities, but for the stability of entire regions and for generations. 
 
This is the moment for States to reverse the current trajectory – to listen to their citizens, to find the 
necessary political will and to put human life and dignity at the centre. 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Internal Displacement 
 
NGO Recommendations for the High-Level Panel on Internal Displacement 
Priscilla Yoon, InterAction 
Feb 25, 2020  
In July 2018, the Government of Norway, alongside thirty-six member states, initiated a call for the 
U.N. Secretary General to create a High-Level Panel to address the dearth of durable solutions for the 
41.3 million internally displaced persons (IDPs) globally. The rising call is finally being answered as the 
inaugural meeting of the High-Level Panel on Internal Displacement takes place this week in Geneva on 
25-27 February 2020. 
 
InterAction and its Members advocated for the Panel to be created and are invested in making sure 
that it leads to tangible results for internally displaced people across the world. The InterAction Forced 
Displacement Working Group developed a light recommendation paper outlining its hopes for the 
orientation, working modalities, and efforts of the Panel over the next 12 months. 
 
In particular, we encourage the Panel to: 
:: Adopt a rights-based approach to all its efforts and engage in consultation with IDPs and affected 
communities to determine the actions that would result in tangible changes in their lives. 
 
:: Focus on creating context-specific “road maps” outlining opportunities for durable solutions in a 
handful of internal displacement contexts in which the affected government, Member States, U.N. 
agencies and other key actors agree to a set of activities and targets required to make real progress 
toward reducing protracted internal displacement. 
 
:: Consult frequently and meaningfully with civil society and NGOs, which have deep technical and 
contextual knowledge and can play a role in identifying necessary programmatic and policy 
interventions in each context. 
 
:: Create a path toward the creation of a policy process to implement the country “road maps” that 
lives beyond the life of the Panel itself, much like the High-Level Panel on Humanitarian Financing did 
in the creation of the Grand Bargain process. 
 
:::::: 

https://www.interaction.org/blog/ngo-recommendations-for-the-high-level-panel-on-internal-displacement/
https://www.interaction.org/blog/ngo-recommendations-for-the-high-level-panel-on-internal-displacement/
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/figures-at-a-glance.html
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/personnel-appointments/2019-12-03/high-level-panel-internal-displacement
https://www.interaction.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Forced-Displacement-WGs-Recommendations.pdf


   

  

::::::  
 
Knowledge Management 
 
2020 Concept paper for Humanitarian Encyclopedia 
CERAH – Geneva Centre for Education and Research in Humanitarian Action   
25.2.2020 
The need for a more collaborative response to humanitarian crises 
In modern humanitarian crises, a collective response that is timely, adequate and well-coordinated is 
imperative to be able to adapt to an ever-changing environment and complex situations. Today, 
collaboration between the first responders - including local actors from civil society organisations or 
public authorities - and international humanitarian organisations is key. As such, the recognition and 
inclusion of these new actors in the humanitarian sector requires the need to create a common 
understanding and formulation of the key humanitarian concepts in order to build a bridge between 
these  diverse actors, at multiple levels, and promotes an open dialogue to improve collective 
humanitarian action.   
 
The need for an online, inclusive space for dialogue and exchange 
Creating an online space where humanitarian practitioners, academics, researchers, local actors and 
international organisations can share evidence, knowledge and information to make informed decisions 
would be a valuable resource and public good.  This space needs to guarantee and promote open 
dialogue and mutual respect. 
 
In collaboration with the University of Geneva, this project uses the concept of ‘digital humanities’ in 
the creation of an interactive, online database, providing the environment and tools for producing and 
curating material that is not necessarily born as digital but becomes so via the open source platform. 
This approach creates new ways of learning that involves collaborative, transdisciplinary and online 
research and publishing. 
 
The need for a pluralistic co-production of knowledge 
The diversity of perspectives and views on humanitarianism guided by history, academic and 
professional disciplines, culture, religion, organisational cultures and contexts is seen as a richness and 
can be used to understand the various meanings some of the humanitarian concepts may take in some 
situations. 
 
Recognizing diversity, pluralism and sometimes consensus will help build a common source of 
knowledge. It is important that the development of new knowledge is guided by the needs of 
humanitarian professionals, and is co-produced with academics from various disciplines such as history, 
anthropology, politics, sociology and linguistics. 
 
The Humanitarian Encyclopedia 
The Humanitarian Encyclopedia offers this inclusive online space for dialogue and promotes co-
production of new knowledge to enhance collaboration in future humanitarian responses. 
The Humanitarian Encyclopedia is the product developed by humanitarian professionals and academics, 
aware of the need for common understanding, and sharing knowledge as a public good and co-
producing new forms of knowledge to guide future humanitarian responses. 
 
The Humanitarian Encyclopedia provides: 

https://cerahgeneve.ch/events/news/archive/2020-concept-paper-for-humanitarian-encyclopedia/


   

  

:: A living repository of co-produced humanitarian concepts 
:: An open source library of relevant humanitarian resources 
:: A dynamic mapping of humanitarian actors 
:: An interactive platform with online forums, webinars and e-learning modules 
 
Read or download our latest concept paper for the Humanitarian Encyclopedia project. 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
IFRC   [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
DPRK 
Red Cross granted exemption from UN sanctions to provide humanitarian aid in DPRK 
   Pyongyang/Kuala Lumpur/Geneva, 24 February 2020 – The International Federation of Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Socieities (IFRC) has been granted an exemption to United Nations sanctions, 
imposed on the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea by United Nations Security Council Resolution 
1718 (2006) and subsequent resolutions, allowing for the provision of life-saving support to protect 
people from the spread of the new coronavirus, COVID-19. 
   The potential for an outbreak of COVID-19 in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea poses a 
threat to millions of people who are already in need of humanitarian assistance. 
   Xavier Castellanos, IFRC’s Asia Pacific Regional Director said: “We know that there is urgent need of 
personal protective gear and testing kits, items vital to prepare for a possible outbreak. This exemption 
is a life-saving intervention and an important measure to ensure that sanctions do not bear a negative 
impact on the people of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea.” 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Global institutions must act urgently and decisively to tackle COVID-19 
Opinion | 27 February 2020  
Jeremy Farrar, Director, Wellcome Trust 
The COVID-19 outbreak is not just a public health crisis, it’s rapidly becoming a global crisis – of 
health, economics and politics. 
 
A queue of Italian shoppers outside a supermarket with empty trolleys. It's not an image we 
automatically associate with a global public health crisis. But when this picture, from the quarantined 
Lombardy town of Casalpusterlengo, led news reports earlier this week, it captured something 
infectious disease researchers, like me, have been struggling to express clearly. It is that epidemics like 
COVID-19 are so much more than just a public health crisis. Like the worst financial crashes, they are 
global events, which can impact every sector of society all at once. 
 
For the people of Lombardy and Veneto – and those of Daegu in South Korea, and Wuhan and many 
more towns and cities in China – fear of falling ill is just the start. With quarantine, or even 
containment tactics that do much less to infringe civil liberties, the social disruption is everywhere. The 
supermarket with empty shelves. The trains that don’t run. The shuttered workplace. The children sent 
home from school. The features of normal life we take for granted turned upside down. 

https://humanitarianencyclopedia.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/HE-brochure_2020_web.pdf
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/red-cross-granted-exemption-un-sanctions-provide-humanitarian-aid-dprk/
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news/global-institutions-must-act-urgently-and-decisively-tackle-covid-19


   

  

 
These social impacts feed economic ones and have sent most of the world’s major stock exchanges 
sharply downwards in the past few days. Cruise ships, prisons, hotels and villages in one part of the 
world could just as easily be care homes, schools, work places or refugee camps in another. Even with 
scientists’ best estimates, it is near-impossible to predict whether this virus will stay with us long-term, 
or, like the SARS outbreak in 2003, will burn out. 
But what can we do to curb this wider societal contagion? 
 
In the past month, governments around the world have stepped up public health responses, from 
airport screenings and quarantining potential cases on the return from affected areas, to finding extra 
capacity for national health services. These actions have been crucial to reducing and delaying the 
spread of this virus – because, as yet, we have no vaccine or proven treatment. Communities, 
particularly in China, have paid a heavy price, but have bought the rest of the world critical time. 
 
What more, then? I believe our greatest weapon against uncertainty and panic is trust, which in much 
of the world is at a historic low. To regain it, our global powers, including the World Bank, International 
Monetary Fund (IMF), and leaders of the G7 and G20, must make decisions that demonstrate they see 
this as a global crisis, and continue the current containment approach while also preparing for the 
worst. Three key pieces of insight should help kickstart action. 
 
First, agreement that the chances of this becoming something that we can’t contain are uncomfortably 
high and acting as if this is a certainty is now our best bet. Second, decisions must keep pace with this 
epidemic, which means coordinated action should be adapted as needed on an almost daily basis. 
Third, and as the residents of northern Italy and South Korea already know, recognising that the 
possible impact of coronavirus is far beyond a health emergency – it’s a global crisis with the potential 
to reach the scale of the global financial crisis of 2008. 
 
Then, global financial institutions such as the IMF and World Bank were admirably swift to act. They 
did what the world needed – and while negative consequences couldn’t be avoided, the immediate 
impact was to some extent mitigated. These same institutions can no longer stand by in the face of a 
crisis that is no less threatening. They are designed to be the world’s insurance policy and they must 
release the significant funds they hold without hesitation. 
 
Anything less than an urgent initial commitment of $10 billion from the World Bank leaves us at risk of 
much greater costs later and long-term catastrophe. The sums are considerable. The decision to 
release funds should not be taken lightly, but the stakes could not be higher. Economists have 
previously warned that even a moderately severe pandemic could knock 4-5% off global output. 
 
The investment should be used to bolster the public health response in the most vulnerable countries, 
coordinated through the World Health Organization, and to develop diagnostics, treatments and 
vaccines. If COVID-19 burns out, then the hours and money spent on our response will not have been 
wasted but will represent a crucial investment in global health. 
 
Likewise, the IMF needs to ensure it allocates appropriate capital to support central banks across the 
world. The economic impact of an epidemic can be devastating, particularly on low- and middle-income 
countries and small businesses. When SARS spread through Asia in 2003, it cost the world economy 
$60 billion in less than a year. The Ebola epidemic of 2014-15 more than halved Liberia’s GDP growth 
that year. Maintaining access to credit while we weather the storm is vital. 



   

  

 
Those with wealth and power must ensure that no country is left behind, particularly those with 
vulnerable health care systems and fragile economies. This is not just a public health crisis, it’s rapidly 
becoming a global crisis – of health, economics and politics. The best of the world’s multilateral 
financial and political institutions need to ask themselves what they can do to help avert it, and how 
they can build trust in themselves in the process. The world needs these institutions to act urgently 
and decisively. 
 
Related content 
Wellcome has launched a COVID-19 funding call to support researchers who want to investigate new 
approaches for preventing and controlling the epidemic, with a focus on low- and middle-income 
countries.  
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
EMERGENCIES 
 
Editor’s Note: 
   While we have concentrated the most current key reports just below, COVID-19 announcements, 
analysis and commentary will be found throughout this issue, in all sections.  
   Beyond the considerable continuing coverage in the global general media: 
Daily WHO situation reports here: https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-
2019/situation-reports 
WHO Coronavirus disease (COVID-2019) daily press briefings here: 
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/media-resources/press-briefings 
 
 
Coronavirus [COVID-19] 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
Situation report - 39 [WHO] 
Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19)  
28 February 2020 
[Excerpts] 
SITUATION IN NUMBERS  
Globally :: 83,652 laboratory-confirmed [1358 new]  
               [Week ago: 77,794 laboratory-confirmed [599 new]] 
China    :: 78,961  laboratory-confirmed  [331 new]  
            ::   2,791 deaths [109 new] 
Outside of China  
            ::   4,691 laboratory-confirmed   [1027  new] 
            ::      52  countries  [28 countries last week] 
            ::      67  deaths [10 new] 
 
WHO RISK ASSESSMENT  
China - Very High  
Regional Level – Very High  
Global Level – Very High 

https://wellcome.ac.uk/funding/schemes/epidemic-preparedness-covid-19
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/situation-reports
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/situation-reports
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/media-resources/press-briefings
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/situation-reports/20200228-sitrep-39-covid-19.pdf?sfvrsn=aa1b80a7_4


   

  

 
HIGHLIGHTS  
:: Five new Member States (Belarus, Lithuania, Netherlands, New Zealand, and Nigeria) reported cases 
of COVID-19 in the past 24 hours. 
:: WHO has increased the assessment of the risk of spread and risk of impact ofCOVID-19 to very high 
at the global level. More information can be found here. 
:: The WHO-China Joint Mission, which was conducted from 16 through 24February, has published its 
findings. The full report can be found here. 
:: WHO has updated the guidance on Global Surveillance for human infection with coronavirus disease 
(COVID-19). This document includes revised surveillance case definitions for COVID-19.  
:: As of 27 February, there are 36 117 (26 403 in Hubei and 15 826 in Wuhan) cases who have 
recovered from COVID-19 in China. 
:: Under the International Health Regulations (2005), States Parties implementing additional health 
measures that significantly interfere with international traffics hall notify WHO of the public health 
rationale of those measures within 48 hours of their implementation. As of 27 February, 41 States 
Parties are officially reporting additional health measures.  
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Emergencies 
 
Ebola – DRC+ 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
 
Ebola Outbreak in DRC 81: 23 February 2020  
[Excerpts] 
Situation Update 
This week, the incidence of new confirmed Ebola virus disease (EVD) cases remained low (Figure 1). 
From 17 to 23 February 2020, one new confirmed case was reported in the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo. The case was reported in Beni Health Zone, North Kivu Province on 17 February 2020. The 
person is a contact of a confirmed case, was under surveillance at the time of illness onset, and is now 
receiving care at an Ebola Treatment Centre.  
 
In the past 21 days (3 to 23 February 2020), the outbreak has been confined to a relatively small 
geographic area. During this period, five new confirmed cases were reported from two health areas in 
North Kivu Province; both areas are within Beni Health Zone (Figure 2, Table 1). It has been more than 
21 days since new cases were confirmed from Mabalako Health Zone, and over 42 days since new 
cases were detected in Musienene Health Zone.  
 
While we are cautiously optimistic about the overall trend and reduced geographic spread of the 
outbreak, the risk of resurgence within the Democratic Republic of the Congo and neighbouring 
countries remains high, and the continued containment of the outbreak is contingent on maintaining 
access and security in affected communities… 

 
…Conclusion 
For the third consecutive week, new confirmed cases have only been reported from Beni Health Zone. 
While there is room for cautious optimism regarding the low number of new confirmed cases reported 

https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/331194/SITREP_EVD_DRC_20200225-eng.pdf


   

  

recently, continued access and heightened vigilance is required to mitigate risks of potential re-
emergence of the outbreak. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Emergencies 
 
POLIO   
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/ 
 
Polio this week as of 26 February 2020 
:: Do you wish to become a member of the Polio Transition Independent Monitoring Board? If so, you 
are invited to send in your application by 11 March 2020. Details of role requirements can be found 
here.  
:: To know more about the state of poliovirus surveillance and the opportunities explored to enhance 
surveillance in priority areas, take a look at the newly released 2019 Global Polio Surveillance Status 
Report. 
 
Summary of new viruses this week (AFP cases and ES positives):  
:: Afghanistan: one WPV1 positive environmental sample 
:: Pakistan: two WPV1 cases and 14 WPV1 positive environmental samples  
:: Central African Republic: one cVDPV2 positive environmental sample 
:: Benin: one cVDPV2 case 
:: Ghana: six cVDPV2 cases and two cVDPV2 positive environmental samples 
:: Togo: two cVDPV2 cases 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
Democratic Republic of the Congo  
:: Ebola Outbreak in DRC 81: 23 February 2020 
[See Emergencies above for detail] 
 
Nigeria  
:: WHO reaffirms commitment to support Nigeria in response to COVID19 
28 February 2020  
 
Mozambique floods   - No new digest announcements identified 
Somalia - No new digest announcements identified 
South Sudan   - No new digest announcements identified 
Syrian Arab Republic  - No new digest announcements identified 
Yemen - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 

http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
http://polioeradication.org/who-we-are/governance-and-structure/transition-imb/
http://polioeradication.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Polio-surveillance-status-report-2019.pdf
http://polioeradication.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Polio-surveillance-status-report-2019.pdf
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cod/en/
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/331194/SITREP_EVD_DRC_20200225-eng.pdf
http://www.who.int/emergencies/nigeria/en/
https://www.afro.who.int/news/who-reaffirms-commitment-support-nigeria-response-covid19
https://afro.who.int/countries/mozambique
http://www.who.int/emergencies/somalia/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ssd/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/syr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/yem/en/


   

  

WHO Grade 2 Emergencies  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
Measles in Europe  
:: Supporting Serbia to strengthen health systems and improve health 28-02-2020 
 
Iraq  
:: WHO delivers ambulances to strengthen referral pathways in Kurdistan region of Iraq 
 Erbil, 17 February 2020 – The World Health Organization (WHO) today handed over a new batch of 
fully equipped ambulances to the Ministry of Health in Kurdistan Region of Iraq to support the needs of 
internally displaced persons (IDP) and the host community. 
 
Afghanistan - No new digest announcements identified 
Angola   - No new digest announcements identified 
Burkina Faso [in French]  - No new digest announcements identified 
Burundi  - No new digest announcements identified 
Cameroon  - No new digest announcements identified 
Central African Republic - No new digest announcements identified 
Ethiopia - No new digest announcements identified 
HIV in Pakistan - No new digest announcements identified 
Iran floods 2019 - No new digest announcements identified 
Libya - No new digest announcements identified 
Malawi floods - No new digest announcements identified 
MERS-CoV  - No new digest announcements identified 
Myanmar  - No new digest announcements identified  
Niger - No new digest announcements identified 
occupied Palestinian territory  - No new digest announcements identified 
Sudan - No new digest announcements identified 
Ukraine - No new digest announcements identified 
Zimbabwe - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 1 Emergencies  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
Chad  - No new digest announcements identified 
Djibouti - No new digest announcements identified 
Kenya   - No new digest announcements identified 
Mali  - No new digest announcements identified 
Namibia - viral hepatitis  - No new digest announcements identified 
Tanzania  - No new digest announcements identified 
  
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – L3 Emergencies 
The UN and its humanitarian partners are currently responding to three 'L3' emergencies. This is the 
global humanitarian system's classification for the response to the most severe, large-scale 
humanitarian crises.  
Syrian Arab Republic   
:: Recent Developments in Northwest Syria - Situation Report No. 9 - As of 26 February 2020 

http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/communicable-diseases/measles-and-rubella
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/communicable-diseases/measles-and-rubella/news/news/2020/2/supporting-serbia-to-strengthen-health-systems-and-improve-health
http://www.emro.who.int/countries/irq/index.html
http://www.emro.who.int/irq/iraq-news/who-delivers-ambulances-to-strengthen-referral-pathways-in-kurdistan.html
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/afg/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/angola
https://www.afro.who.int/fr/countries/burkina-faso
https://www.afro.who.int/countries/burundi
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cmr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/caf/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/eth/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/pak/pakistan-news/pakistan-hiv-outbreak-in-sindh-province.html
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/irn/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/lby/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/malawi
http://www.who.int/emergencies/mers-cov/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mmr/en/
http://afro.who.int/fr/countries/niger
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/opt/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/sdn/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ukr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/zwe/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tcd/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/fr/countries/dji/
http://www.afro.who.int/countries/kenya
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mli/en/
http://afro.who.int/news/baseline-assessment-national-viral-hepatitis-response-namibia
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tza/en/
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/syria
https://reliefweb.int/node/3541778


   

  

HIGHLIGHTS 
   More than 948,000 people have been displaced in northwest Syria since 1 December 2019. Some 
569,000 of them are children and over 195,000 of them are women, together comprising 81 percent of 
the newly displaced population. 
   The current crisis is the worst that northwest Syria has experienced since the beginning of the 
conflict. More people have been displaced into a smaller area in a shorter period of time than ever 
before, with nowhere else to flee. Lives are increasingly at risk as increasing numbers of people are 
concentrated in smaller areas. Many are moving to unsafe areas as they have no other options. Their 
vulnerability and desperation is increasing, with reports of exploitation of women and girls, the 
separation of children from their families, and increasing rates of malnutrition. 
   The humanitarian community has revised its readiness and response plan to reflect the needs of the 
newly displaced people, host communities and people who had previously been displaced. Increased 
funding, reprogramming flexibility and other support is needed to enable humanitarian partners to 
suitably scale up the emergency response. Most importantly, an immediate cessation of violence is 
critical to save lives and alleviate suffering of hundreds of thousands of people. 
 
Yemen - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Corporate Emergencies 
When the USG/ERC declares a Corporate Emergency Response, all OCHA offices, branches and 
sections provide their full support to response activities both at HQ and in the field. 
CYCLONE IDAI and Kenneth - No new digest announcements identified 
EBOLA OUTBREAK IN THE DRC  - No new digest announcements identified 
 

 
*                      *                       *                        * 

 
 

:: Agency/Government/IGO Watch 
We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for key 
media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on regional or global 
level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific coverage is limited. Please 
suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
 
 
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly  
[to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://www.un.org/press/en 
Selected Meetings/Press Releases/Announcements 
28 February 2020  
SG/SM/19987 
Escalation of Syria Conflict Could Have Much More Dramatic Humanitarian, Other Impacts, 
Secretary-General Warns in Remarks to Security Council 
 
27 February 2020  
SC/14127 

https://www.unocha.org/yemen
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/southern-and-eastern-africa-rosea/cyclone-idai
https://www.unocha.org/southern-and-eastern-africa-rosea/cyclones-idai-and-kenneth
https://www.unocha.org/drc
https://www.un.org/press/en
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm19987.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm19987.doc.htm


   

  

Greater Cross-Border, Cross-Line Access Needed for Assistance to Syria, Emergency Relief 
Coordinator Tells Security Council 
 
25 February 2020  
SC/14121 
Security Council Extends 2014 Sanctions Imposed on Those Threatening Security, Stability 
in Yemen, Adopting Resolution 2511 (2020) 
 
24 February 2020  
SC/14119 
Annexation Threat, Continuing Exchanges of Fire Undermine Chances for Peace between 
Israel, Palestinians, Special Coordinator Warns Security Council 
 
24 February 2020  
SG/SM/19985 
Basic Freedoms Under Assault, Secretary-General Tells Human Rights Council, Launching 
Call to Revive Respect for Dignity, Equality amid Rising Tensions 
[See Week in Review above for full text] 
 
 
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true  
Top News 
High Commissioner updates the Human Rights Council on human rights concerns, and 
progress, across the world  
Human Rights Council 43rd Session, Item 2 
Geneva, 27 February 2020 
 
United States: prolonged solitary confinement amounts to psychological torture, says UN 
expert 
 
New eugenics: UN disability expert warns against ‘ableism’ in medical practice 
 
Iraq: UN expert calls for increased efforts to address the situation of IDPs 
 
Saudi Arabia: UN women’s rights committee urges Loujain Al-Hathloul’s release from 
detention 
 
 
United Nations Human Rights Council  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL 
Council News 
United Nations Secretary-General Antõnio Guterres launches his call to action for Human 
Rights  
24/02/2020 
The Human Rights Council this morning opened its forty-third regular session, hearing from United 
Nations Secretary-General António Guterres, High Commissioner for Human Rights Michelle Bachelet, 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sc14127.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sc14127.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sc14121.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sc14121.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sc14119.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sc14119.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm19985.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm19985.doc.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25621&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25621&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25633&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25633&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25632&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25628&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25635&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25635&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=25603&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=25603&LangID=E


   

  

the President of the United Nations General Assembly Tijjani Muhammad-Bande, and the Head of the 
Federal Department of Foreign Affairs of Switzerland Ignazio Cassis. 
 
Opening the session, Elisabeth Tichy-Fisslberger, President of the Human Rights Council, reminded that 
the Council’s work was followed by more people around the world than people were aware of, in 
particular by those whose hopes depended on it.  During the next four weeks, delegations had to 
consider and discuss the impact that the Council had on the ground for the people who suffered 
conflict and infringement of rights and for those who defended them.   
 
Mr. Guterres launched his Call for Action for Human Rights, saying that he chose to do so now during 
the seventy-fifth anniversary year of the United Nations because human rights were under assault.  He 
outlined seven key areas for action : human rights at the core of sustainable development, the 
importance of human ights in times of crisis, gender equality and equal rights for women, public 
participation and civic space, the rights of future generations, collective action, and new frontiers of 
human rights… 
 
Human Rights Council to hold its forty-third regular session from 24 February to 20 March 
2020  
19/02/2020 
 
 
Committee on the Rights of the Child [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the sale and sexual exploitation of children   [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx  
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed 
Conflict [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 
Press Release 
UN Officials call for enhanced protection of civilians facing escalating violence in Cameroon 
Friday, 21 February 2020 
 
 
SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict 
[to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/ 
Latest News 
21 February, 2020 
UN Officials call for enhanced protection of civilians facing escalating violence in Cameroon 
 

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=25576&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=25576&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/2020/02/un-officials-call-for-enhanced-protection-of-civilians-facing-escalating-violence-in-cameroon/
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/
https://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/press-release/un-officials-call-for-enhanced-protection-of-civilians-facing-escalating-violence-in-cameroon/


   

  

 
Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights   [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable 
standard of physical and mental health  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples   [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx 
Latest news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN OCHA [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://www.unocha.org/  
Selected Press Releases     
28 February 2020 
Member States briefing on the humanitarian situation in Ethiopia held today in Geneva 
 
 
Centre for Humanitarian Data/HDX  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://centre.humdata.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNICEF  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases 
Press release 
Statement 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx
https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases
https://reliefweb.int/node/3543023
https://centre.humdata.org/
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-executive-director-henrietta-fore-briefing-security-council-situation


   

  

UNICEF Executive Director Henrietta Fore: Briefing to the Security Council on the situation 
for children in Syria 
   This is a summary of what was said by Henrietta Fore, UNICEF Executive Director – to whom quoted 
text may be attributed – at today's Security Council briefing at United Nations in New York 
27/02/2020  
 
Statement 
Children and teachers killed as schools and kindergartens attacked in Idlib 
   Statement by Ted Chaiban, UNICEF Regional Director for the Middle East and North Africa 
26/02/2020  
 
Press release 
15 child soldiers released in South Sudan 
26/02/2020  
 
Statement 
Remarks by Afshan Khan, UNICEF Regional Director, On behalf of Henrietta Fore, UNICEF 
Executive Director 
Human Rights Council Panel Geneva, Switzerland February 24, 2020 
25/02/2020  
 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html 
Selected Announcements 
UN Refugee Chief welcomes South Sudan’s government of national unity 
22 February 2020  
 
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
Selected Announcements 
More than 13,000 Migrants Reported Along the Turkish-Greek Border 
2020-03-01 02:25 
EDIRNE - Thousands of migrants, including families with young children, are passing a cold night along 
the border between Turkey and Greece, say staff from the International Organization for Migration, 
who are tracking the movement of people from Istanbul and providing humanitarian assistance to... 
 
IOM Monitoring Reports of Increased Migrant Movements in Turkey  
2020-02-29 00:41 
EDIRNE - The International Organization for Migration (IOM) is monitoring reports of an increase in the 
movement of migrants in Turkey and assessing their emerging humanitarian needs. 
 
IOM Reaffirms UN Call for Cessation of Hostilities in Syria in Wake of Deaths of 
Humanitarian Partners 
2020-02-28 00:37 

https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-executive-director-henrietta-fore-briefing-security-council-situation
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-executive-director-henrietta-fore-briefing-security-council-situation
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/children-and-teachers-killed-schools-and-kindergartens-attacked-idlib
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/children-and-teachers-killed-schools-and-kindergartens-attacked-idlib
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/15-child-soldiers-released-south-sudan
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/15-child-soldiers-released-south-sudan
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/remarks-afshan-khan-unicef-regional-director-behalf-henrietta-fore-unicef-executive
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/remarks-afshan-khan-unicef-regional-director-behalf-henrietta-fore-unicef-executive
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/remarks-afshan-khan-unicef-regional-director-behalf-henrietta-fore-unicef-executive
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/remarks-afshan-khan-unicef-regional-director-behalf-henrietta-fore-unicef-executive
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/2/5e500f9f4/un-refugee-chief-welcomes-south-sudans-government-national-unity.html
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-responds-humanitarian-needs-migrant-caravan-guatemala
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-responds-humanitarian-needs-migrant-caravan-guatemala
https://www.iom.int/news/more-13000-migrants-reported-along-turkish-greek-border
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-monitoring-reports-increased-migrant-movements-turkey
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-reaffirms-un-call-cessation-hostilities-syria-wake-deaths-humanitarian-partners
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-reaffirms-un-call-cessation-hostilities-syria-wake-deaths-humanitarian-partners


   

  

Geneva – The International Organization for Migration today expressed its shock at the unrelenting 
violence that has claimed the lives of too many aid workers trying to provide protection and 
humanitarian relief to the one million Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) in Idlib,... 
 
IOM Launches USD 17 Million Plan to Help Countries Address the Coronavirus Outbreak 
2020-02-25 13:00 
Updated: 25 February 
Geneva – The International Organization for Migration (IOM) this week (20/02) launched a USD 17 
million... 
 
 
UNAIDS [to 29 Feb 2020]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
Selected Press Releases/Reports/Statements 
March 1, 2020 
ZERO DISCRIMINATION AGAINST WOMEN AND GIRLS 
   On Zero Discrimination Day this year, UNAIDS is challenging the discrimination faced by women and 
girls in all their diversity and raising awareness and mobilizing action to promote equality and 
empowerment for women and girls. 
 
24 February 2020 
Investing in HIV really does pay off  
 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 29 Feb 2020]  
27 February 2020   Statement 
A Joint Statement on Tourism and COVID-19 - UNWTO and WHO Call for Responsibility and 
Coordination 
[See COVID-19 above for detail] 
 
24 February 2020   News release 
France pledges US$100 million (€90 million) for WHO Academy 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO      
:: Nigeria targets nearly 12 million in Yellow fever vaccination across two high risk S... 
28 February 2020  
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
:: Face masks during outbreaks: Who, when, where and how to use them (02/28/2020)  
:: PAHO Director calls on countries of the Americas to intensify COVID-19 preparedness and response 
activities (02/26/2020) 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
:: 27 January 2020   News release 

https://www.iom.int/news/iom-launches-usd-17-million-plan-help-countries-address-coronavirus-outbreak
http://www.unaids.org/en
https://www.unaids.org/en/2020_ZDD_campaign
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/february/20200224_gow_investments
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/27-02-2020-a-joint-statement-on-tourism-and-covid-19---unwto-and-who-call-for-responsibility-and-coordination
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/27-02-2020-a-joint-statement-on-tourism-and-covid-19---unwto-and-who-call-for-responsibility-and-coordination
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/24-02-2020-france-pledges-us100-million-for-who-academy
http://www.afro.who.int/
https://www.afro.who.int/news/nigeria-targets-nearly-12-million-yellow-fever-vaccination-across-two-high-risk-states
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=466:2008-media-center-press-releases&Itemid=40108&lang=en
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15744&catid=740&Itemid=1926&lang=en
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15740&catid=740&Itemid=1926&lang=en
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15740&catid=740&Itemid=1926&lang=en
http://www.searo.who.int/


   

  

Readiness is the key to detect, combat spread of the new coronavirus 
:: 26 December 2019   News release 
15 years of Indian Ocean tsunami - WHO South-East Asia Region continues to prioritize preparedness 
to respond to public health emergencies 
 
WHO European Region EURO  
:: Supporting Serbia to strengthen health systems and improve health 28-02-2020  
:: Smartphone app aids midwives in Kyrgyzstan 28-02-2020  
:: Statement for the joint press conference on COVID-19 26-02-2020  
:: Joint WHO and ECDC mission in Italy to support COVID-19 control and prevention efforts 24-02-2020 
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
No new digest content identified. 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2020/ 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
Selected Press Releases/Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

https://www.who.int/southeastasia/news/detail/27-01-2020-readiness-is-the-key-to-detect-combat-spread-of-the-new-coronavirus
https://www.who.int/southeastasia/news/detail/26-12-2019-15-years-of-indian-ocean-tsunami---who-south-east-asia-region-continues-to-prioritize-preparedness-to-respond-to-public-health-emergencies
https://www.who.int/southeastasia/news/detail/26-12-2019-15-years-of-indian-ocean-tsunami---who-south-east-asia-region-continues-to-prioritize-preparedness-to-respond-to-public-health-emergencies
http://www.euro.who.int/
http://www.euro.who.int/en/countries/serbia/news/news/2020/2/supporting-serbia-to-strengthen-health-systems-and-improve-health2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/countries/kyrgyzstan/news/news/2020/2/smartphone-app-aids-midwives-in-kyrgyzstan2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/about-us/regional-director/statements/statement-for-the-joint-press-conference-on-covid-19
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-emergencies/coronavirus-covid-19/news/news/2020/2/joint-who-and-ecdc-mission-in-italy-to-support-covid-19-control-and-prevention-efforts2
http://www.emro.who.int/
http://www.wpro.who.int/
https://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2020/
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/


   

  

UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://www.unenvironment.org/ 
News 
24 Feb 2020   Press release  
CMS COP13 concludes in India with major new actions for migratory species 
Ten migratory species added to global wildlife agreement including the Asian Elephant, Jaguar and 
Great Indian Bustard Gandhinagar declaration sends strong message on importance of migratory 
species for new global… 
 
 
UNDRR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://www.undrr.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/  
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNESCO  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://en.unesco.org/news 
Latest News 
Upcoming Decade of Indigenous Languages (2022 – 2032) to focus on Indigenous 
language users’ human rights 
28/02/2020 
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
UNESCO launches a global consultation to develop a standard-setting instrument on Open 
Science 
25/02/2020 
     In the context of pressing planetary and socio-economic challenges, sustainable and innovative 
solutions must be supported by an efficient, transparent and vibrant scientific effort - not only 
stemming from the scientific community, but from the whole society. Open Science embodies the need 
to transform and democratize the entire scientific process to ensure that science truly drives and 
enables the achievement of the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals for the benefits of all. 
 
 
International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS)  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://www.icomos.org/en/ 
Announcements 
ICOMOS Joins the Smithsonian Institution to Address Climate Change and Cultural 
Heritage  
[undated] 
Climate change has become one of the most significant threats to people and their cultural heritage 
around the globe. Cultural heritage is both impacted by climate change and an important part of 
strategies for driving climate action. So where does the cultural heritage community stand now in 

https://www.unenvironment.org/
https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/press-release/cms-cop13-concludes-india-major-new-actions-migratory-species
https://www.undrr.org/
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news.html
http://en.unesco.org/news
https://en.unesco.org/news/upcoming-decade-indigenous-languages-2022-2032-focus-indigenous-language-users-human-rights
https://en.unesco.org/news/upcoming-decade-indigenous-languages-2022-2032-focus-indigenous-language-users-human-rights
https://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-launches-global-consultation-develop-standard-setting-instrument-open-science
https://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-launches-global-consultation-develop-standard-setting-instrument-open-science
https://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-launches-global-consultation-develop-standard-setting-instrument-open-science
https://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-launches-global-consultation-develop-standard-setting-instrument-open-science
https://www.icomos.org/en/
https://www.icomos.org/en/focus/climate-change/73382-icomos-joins-with-the-smithsonian-institution-to-address-climate-change-and-cultural-heritage
https://www.icomos.org/en/focus/climate-change/73382-icomos-joins-with-the-smithsonian-institution-to-address-climate-change-and-cultural-heritage


   

  

terms of engaging on climate change, where do we want to go and how do we get there?  The USA’s 
Smithsonian Institution is putting the focus squarely on these urgent questions at a two-day long 
symposium entitled ‘Stemming the Tide: Global Strategies for Sustaining Cultural Heritage Through 
Climate Change.’  
 
The event will be held 5-6 March in Washington, DC.  ICOMOS is proud to be joining with the 
International Institute for Conservation (IIC) and the American Institute for Conservation (AIC) as co-
sponsors of the Symposium, which is being hosted by the Smithsonian American Art Museum and the 
Smithsonian’s National Collections Program. 
 
Lonnie Bunch, the Secretary (i.e. CEO) of the Smithsonian will provide the opening address with 
keynote speeches from Kenneth Kimmell, President of the Union of Concerned Scientists and Alison 
Tickell, founder of Julie’s Bicycle, the London-based charity that supports the creative community to act 
on climate change and environmental sustainability.  Closing remarks will be provided by Andrew Potts, 
who coordinates the ICOMOS Climate Change and Heritage Working Group and the Climate Heritage 
Network (CHN).  ICOMOS serves as the CHN secretariat.   
 
As part of the ICOMOS-Smithsonian collaboration, the organisation of the conference is being drawn in 
part from the 2019 ICOMOS report “The Future of Our Pasts: Engaging Cultural Heritage in Climate 
Action.”  As in the ICOMOS report, the conference will explore the intersection of climate change and 
each of six different categories of cultural heritage.  This format will culminate in six breakout sessions, 
each held at a different Smithsonian museum or research centers in Washington: 
:: Intangible Cultural Heritage  and Climate Change (Smithsonian Center for Folklife and Cultural 
Heritage); 
:: Archaeological Sites and Climate Change (National Museum of Asian Art); 
:: Built Heritage and Climate Change (National Museum of American History); 
:: Cultural Communities and Climate Change (National Museum of the American Indian); 
:: Cultural and Historic Urban Landscapes and Climate Change (National Museum of Natural History) 
and 
:: Museums and Collections and Climate Change (Smithsonian American Art Museum).  
 
 
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp 
25/02/2020 – 
UNCCT and UNODC jointly launch a project on addressing the terrorism-arms-crime nexus 
 
 
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://unhabitat.org/ 
News and Stories 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

https://www.si.edu/
https://www.si.edu/
https://americanart.si.edu/research/symposia/2020/stemming-the-tide/program?fbclid=IwAR1YgsqB0L4PZ9EFEKsjf438bvPqTTjGDuLw5Gn5b9L2BqLXonARbETC5ig
https://americanart.si.edu/research/symposia/2020/stemming-the-tide/program?fbclid=IwAR1YgsqB0L4PZ9EFEKsjf438bvPqTTjGDuLw5Gn5b9L2BqLXonARbETC5ig
https://www.iiconservation.org/
https://www.culturalheritage.org/
https://americanart.si.edu/
https://www.ucsusa.org/
https://juliesbicycle.com/
http://climateheritage.org/
http://climateheritage.org/
https://indd.adobe.com/view/a9a551e3-3b23-4127-99fd-a7a80d91a29e
https://indd.adobe.com/view/a9a551e3-3b23-4127-99fd-a7a80d91a29e
https://folklife.si.edu/
https://folklife.si.edu/
https://asia.si.edu/
https://americanhistory.si.edu/
https://americanindian.si.edu/
https://www.amnh.org/explore/150th-anniversary-celebration
https://americanart.si.edu/
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/releases/2020/February/director-general-of-the-united-nations-office-at-vienna-and-executive-director-of-the-un-office-on-drugs-and-crime-takes-office.html
http://unhabitat.org/
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/


   

  

 
ILO International Labour Organization  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm 
Blog 
It’s possible to break the working poverty vicious circle   
28 February 2020  
Put yourselves in the shoes of a vulnerable worker: You have a job but you struggle to make ends 
meet. You want to improve your skills so you can get a better job but it’s impossible because you are 
too busy working. How can you break this working poverty vicious circle? 
 
Blog 
258 million workers over-educated for their jobs   
26 February 2020  
More than 935 million workers in the world have jobs that don’t match their educational level: 72% of 
them are under-educated for their jobs, while the remaining 28% are over-educated. This new data in 
ILOSTAT covers 114 countries, which means that the actual global figures are probably much higher. 
 
 
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://www.icao.int/  
Latest News and Highlights  
ICAO calls for innovative solutions for drone airspace management (2020 ICAO DRONE 
ENABLE event to take place 9–11 September in Rio de Janeiro) 
25/2/20 
 
 
IMO International Maritime Organization  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx 
Latest Press Briefings  
New IMO department will tackle key global issues through innovative partnerships 
28/02/2020  
   Partnerships and Projects department will focus on key global issues for international shipping, 
including decarbonization, marine plastic litter and biofouling.  
 
 
WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release 
No new digest content identified.    
 
 
UPU  Universal Postal Union   [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://news.upu.int/no_cache/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified.    
 
 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html 

http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm
http://iloblog.org/2020/02/28/its-possible-to-break-the-working-poverty-vicious-circle
https://ilostat.ilo.org/2020/02/26/258-million-workers-in-the-world-are-over-educated-for-their-jobs/
http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/ICAO-calls-for-innovative-solutions-for-drone-airspace-management.aspx
https://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/ICAO-calls-for-innovative-solutions-for-drone-airspace-management.aspx
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/02-department-for-partnerships-and-projects-.aspx
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release
http://news.upu.int/no_cache/news/
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html


   

  

News 
Roadmaps for developing the pharmaceutical industry in West Africa 
   VIENNA, 25 February 2020 – A new set of publications comprising a regional reference framework 
and country-specific roadmap documents has been released to support the development of the 
pharmaceutical industry in the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS). It was 
produced by UNIDO with financial support from the West African Health Organization (WAHO). 
 
 
International Organization for Standardization (ISO)  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/ 
News 
By Clare Naden on 28 February 2020  
Five things you didn’t know about global payments  
mmmMarket disruption is increasing in the USD 1 trillion global financial services industry, according to 
the recent “McKinsey on Payments” report (McKinsey & Company, 2020). Demand for better products 
and services and increased digitization are putting banks under pressure. Here are five top standards …  
 
By Clare Naden on 21 February 2020  
New standard for consumer warranties keeps everyone in the supply chain on the same 
page  
   The rise in e-commerce and globalization has revolutionized retail trade – for both the good and 
otherwise of the consumer. However, more choice doesn’t always equate to better quality. A new 
International Standard for consumer warranties will help to protect every player in the supply chain.  
 
 
UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://www.unwto.org/news 
News 
All Regions  WHO  
Statement on the Containment of Coronavirus COVID-19 
28 Feb 2020  
 
Africa  
UNWTO Hosts First High-Level Forum on Tourism Investment in Africa 
27 Feb 2020  
 
All Regions  WHO  
A Joint Statement on Tourism and COVID-19 - UNWTO and WHO Call for Responsibility and 
Coordination 
26 Feb 2020 
 
 
WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/ 
Jan 26, 2020    PR/2020/845 
WIPO’s Beijing Treaty on Audiovisual Performances Set to Enter into Force with 
Indonesia's Ratification; Aims to Improve Livelihoods of Actors and other Audiovisual 
Performers 

https://www.unido.org/news/roadmaps-developing-pharmaceutical-industry-west-africa
https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/
https://www.iso.org/news/ref2483.html
https://www.iso.org/news/ref2482.html
https://www.iso.org/news/ref2482.html
https://www.unwto.org/news
https://www.unwto.org/news/unwto-statement-on-the-containment-of-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.unwto.org/news/unwto-hosts-first-high-level-forum-on-tourism-investment-in-africa
https://www.unwto.org/news/unwto-who-a-joint-statement-on-tourism-and-covid-19
https://www.unwto.org/news/unwto-who-a-joint-statement-on-tourism-and-covid-19
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/
https://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/articles/2020/article_0002.html
https://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/articles/2020/article_0002.html
https://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/articles/2020/article_0002.html


   

  

   The Beijing Treaty on Audiovisual Performances received a key 30th member, allowing entry into 
force of the international agreement designed ultimately to improve earning conditions for actors and 
other audiovisual performers vital to the film products beloved by viewing publics worldwide. 
 
 
CBD  Convention on Biological Diversity [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://www.cbd.int/ 
01.03.2020-02.03.2020  
POST2020-WS-2020-02 Thematic Consultation on Capacity-building and Technical and 
Scientific Cooperation for the Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework 
 
:::::: 
 
USAID [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Announcements 
No new digest content identified.    
 
 
DFID  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development 
Press Releases 
International Development Secretary calls on UK aid agencies to share data on staff 
misconduct  
The International Development Secretary has called on all UK aid agencies to join a data-sharing 
scheme which stops perpetrators of sexual abuse from moving around the sector undetected. 
From: Department for International Development  
Updated: 25 February 2020  
 
 
ECHO  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news 
Latest News 
The EU reaffirms support for Burkina Faso in the face of a humanitarian and security crisis 
26/02/2020 
   Commissioner for Crisis Management, Janez Lenarčič, and Jutta Urpilainen, Commissioner for 
International Partnerships, visited Burkina Faso in light of the rapidly deteriorating humanitarian and 
security crisis in the country.While meeting...  
 
EU commits €232 million for global efforts to tackle COVID-19 outbreak 
24/02/2020 
  The European Commission is working around the clock to support EU Member States and strengthen 
international efforts to slow the spread of COVID-19.To boost global preparedness, prevention and 
containment of the virus the Commission announces today...  
 
:::::: 
 
African Union [to 29 Feb 2020] 

https://www.cbd.int/
https://www.cbd.int/meetings/POST2020-WS-2020-02
https://www.cbd.int/meetings/POST2020-WS-2020-02
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/international-development-secretary-calls-on-uk-aid-agencies-to-share-data-on-staff-misconduct
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/international-development-secretary-calls-on-uk-aid-agencies-to-share-data-on-staff-misconduct
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/eu-reaffirms-support-burkina-faso-face-humanitarian-and-security-crisis_en
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/eu-commits-232-million-global-efforts-tackle-covid-19-outbreak_en


   

  

http://www.au.int/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of Social  
News 
The 4th industrial Revolution, a watershed moment for Africa’s development. 
February 26, 2020 
 
African Union Mobilizes Continent-Wide Response to COVID-19 Outbreak 
February 24, 2020  
 
AU-EU-UN taskforce renews its commitment to rescue stranded migrants in Libya 
February 24, 2020  
 
 
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://asean.org/category/news/asean-secretariat-news/ 
Secretariat News 
ASEAN launches digital archive of region’s cultural heritage 
JAKARTA, 27 February 2020 – The first digital archive of the valuable historical cultural heritage of 
ASEAN Member States (AMS) was launched today. The ASEAN Cultural Heritage Digital Archive 
(ACHDA) website showcases over 160 digitised heritage items from Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand. 
The website allows visitors to have an in-depth look into the collections of museums, galleries, [... 
 
 
European Commission [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1 
Latest   
Press release  29 February 2020 
European Union announces €100 million to support the democratic transition process in 
Sudan 
   
Statement29 February 2020 
10th African Union Commission – European Commission Meeting - Joint Communique 
   
Press release27 February 2020 
EU mobilises €10 million more to respond to severe Desert Locust outbreak in East Africa 
   
Press release26 February 2020 
Burkina Faso : The EU reaffirms its support during this humanitarian and security crisis 
   
Press release24 February 2020 
COVID-19: EU working on all fronts, €232 million for global efforts to tackle outbreak 
The European Commission is working around the clock to support EU Member States and strengthen 
international efforts to slow the spread of COVID-19. 
 
 
OECD  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://www.oecd.org/  
27 January 2020 

http://www.au.int/
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20200226/4th-industrial-revolution-watershed-moment-africas-development
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20200224/african-union-mobilizes-continent-wide-response-covid-19-outbreak
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20200224/au-eu-un-taskforce-renews-its-commitment-rescue-stranded-migrants-and
http://asean.org/category/news/asean-secretariat-news/
https://asean.org/asean-launches-digital-archive-regions-cultural-heritage/
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_352
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_352
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_352
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_352
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/statement_20_365
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/statement_20_365
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/statement_20_365
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/statement_20_365
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_308
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_308
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_308
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_308
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_333
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_333
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_333
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_333
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_316
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_316
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_316
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_316
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_316
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_316
http://www.oecd.org/


   

  

New systemic approach needed to tackle global challenges  
27/02/2020 - The impacts of the coronavirus on people’s health and daily life, stock markets, and 
businesses illustrate the increasingly interconnected nature of the challenges facing governments 
around the world. Putting systemic thinking at the centre of policy making will be essential to address 
these issues in an era of rapid and disruptive change, according to a new joint report by the OECD and 
the International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis (IIASA). 
  
Systemic thinking for policymaking: The potential of systems analysis for addressing global policy 
challenges in the 21st century aims to highlight to policymakers how systems research can be used to 
understand the complex issues facing society, anticipate the consequences of our decisions, and build 
resilience. The authors argue that, to tackle planetary emergencies linked to the environment, the 
economy, and sociopolitical systems, policymakers need to understand their systemic properties, 
including tipping points, interconnectedness, and resilience. 
  
“The systems approach can promote cross-sectoral, multidisciplinary collaboration in the process of 
policy formulation by taking proper account of the crucial linkages between issues generally treated 
separately within different specialisations and scientific and institutional “silos””, said Gabriela Ramos, 
Chief of Staff. “The approach provides a methodology to achieve a better understanding of the non-
linear behaviour of complex systems and improve the assessment of the consequences of policy 
interventions. The ultimate objective is to improve the capacity of policies to deliver better outcomes 
for people." 
  
“Unless we adopt a systems approach, unless we employ systems thinking, we will fail to understand 
the world we are living in. This is a world made up of complex systems, systems of systems interacting 
with each other, and changing each other by that interaction and the links between them. If we are to 
tackle these issues, governments must change the ways in which they make and implement policies. 
An acceptance of complexity shifts governments from a top-down siloed culture to an enabling culture 
where evidence, experimentation, and modeling help to inform and develop stakeholder engagement 
and buy-in,” concludes IIASA Director General Albert van Jaarsveld. 
  
“The report shows the considerable potential of mainstreaming systemic thinking into policymaking, 
including within the OECD itself. As part of an agreed work program between the two organizations, 
the aim is to establish specific bilateral projects in the different areas of policymaking,” explains Acting 
Chief Operations Officer of IIASA, Jan Marco Müller… 
 
 
Organization of American States (OAS)   [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://www.oas.org/en/ 
Press Releases 
OAS and Parliamentarians for Global Action to Work Together in Defense of Democracy 
February 24, 2020 
 
 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://www.oic-oci.org/  
Selected Press Releases 
"OIC Adopts A Contemporary Declaration on Human Rights", Al-Othaimeen 

http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/new-systemic-approach-needed-to-tackle-global-challenges.htm
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/governance/systemic-thinking-for-policy-making_879c4f7a-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/governance/systemic-thinking-for-policy-making_879c4f7a-en
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_releases.asp
https://www.oas.org/en/media_center/photonews.asp?sCodigo=FNE-98676
https://www.oic-oci.org/home/?lan=en
https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=23244&ref=13948&lan=en


   

  

Secretary-General of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), H.E. Dr. Yousef A. Al-Othaimeen, 
revealed that the OIC will adopt the Cairo Declaration on Human Rights "as revised in line with the 
universal human rights standards" once approved by the upcoming OIC Council of Foreign Ministers 
(CFM) in Niamey, Republic of Niger, next April.... 
27/02/2020 
 
OIC Condemns Violence against Muslims in New Delhi  
The Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) condemns the recent and alarming violence against 
Muslims in India, resulting in the death and injury of innocent people and the arson and vandalism of 
mosques and Muslim-owned properties. It expresses its sincere condolences to the families of the 
victims of these heinous acts.... 
27/02/2020 
 
 
Group of 77  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://www.g77.org/ 
Latest Statements and Speeches 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
UNCTAD  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives]  
25 Feb 2020 –  
Post-Brexit UK exports could fall by $32 billion due to Non-Tariff Measures and tariffs: UN 
study  
 
 
World Customs Organization – WCO  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://www.wcoomd.org/ 
Latest News 
25 February 2020  
Cooperation with Basel Convention to manage illicit trade in wastes and environmentally-
sensitive commodities  
 
 
WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
WTO News and Events 
US donates USD 600,000 to further developing countries’ trading capacities 
25 February 2020 
   The United States contributed USD 600,000 (CHF 590,000) in 2019 to help developing and least-
developed countries (LCDs) participate effectively in global trade negotiations. This donation will 
finance training workshops for officials from WTO member governments to help them deepen their 
understanding of multilateral trade rules and strengthen their negotiating capacity. 
 
:::::: 

https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=23240&ref=13947&lan=en
http://www.g77.org/
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx
https://unctad.org/en/Pages/PressRelease.aspx?OriginalVersionID=547
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http://www.wcoomd.org/
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/media/newsroom/2020/february/cooperation-with-basel-convention.aspx
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/media/newsroom/2020/february/cooperation-with-basel-convention.aspx
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/pres20_e/pr851_e.htm


   

  

 
IPU  Inter-Parliamentary Union   [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases 
Press releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Court of Justice  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases 
Latest Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Criminal Court (ICC)  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
Trying individuals for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
  
World Bank [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week]  
World Bank Leaps Forward to New Era of Innovative Products, Leading Services, and 
Sustainable Markets: Five Leap Days Later 
Washington, DC February 29, 2020 – On this day twenty years ago, the World Bank Treasury helped 
the global capital markets leap forward by announcing one of its first e-bonds. Today, the World Bank 
looks...  
Date: February 29, 2020 Type: Press Release  
 
Fragility and Conflict: On the Front Lines of the Fight against Poverty 
Globally, the prevalence of fragile and conflict-affected situations (FCS) continues to rise. The number 
of forcibly displaced people worldwide has more than doubled since 2012...  
Date: February 27, 2020 Type: Publication 
 
New WBG Strategy Focuses on Conflict Prevention and Partnerships for Peace and Security 
in Africa 
WASHINGTON, Feb. 27, 2020 – Urgent action is needed in countries impacted by fragility, conflict and 
violence (FCV) to end extreme poverty globally, according to the World Bank Group. As crisis 
situations...  
Date: February 27, 2020 Type: Press Release  
 
Eliminating Extreme Poverty Requires Urgent Focus on Fragile and Conflict-Affected 
Countries 
Up to two-thirds of the world’s extreme poor will live in those countries by 2030 WASHINGTON, Feb. 
27, 2020 – Urgent action is needed in countries impacted by fragility, conflict and violence (FCV) to...  
Date: February 27, 2020 Type: Press Release 

https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases
https://www.icc-cpi.int/
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all
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http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/poverty/publication/fragility-conflict-on-the-front-lines-fight-against-poverty
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http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2020/02/27/new-wbg-strategy-focuses-on-conflict-prevention-and-partnerships-for-peace-and-security-in-africa
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2020/02/27/eliminating-extreme-poverty-requires-urgent-focus-on-fragile-and-conflict-affected-countries
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2020/02/27/eliminating-extreme-poverty-requires-urgent-focus-on-fragile-and-conflict-affected-countries


   

  

[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
 
IMF  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article 
February 27, 2020 
Delivering on Africa’s Dreams – IMF Blog  
 
February 25, 2020 
IMF Managing Director Kristalina Georgieva Proposes the Appointment of Antoinette 
Sayeh as Deputy Managing Director  
 
February 23, 2020 
IMF Managing Director Urges Global Cooperation for Global Challenges  
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
 
African Development Bank Group  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://www.afdb.org/en 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Africa-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of No new 
digest content identified. 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Asian Development Bank  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://www.adb.org/news/releases 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-•  
26 Feb 2020 
ADB Approves Another $2 Million to Help Asia and the Pacific Tackle Coronavirus 
   ADB has approved a further $2 million to help developing countries in Asia and the Pacific contain the 
outbreak of the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) and improve resilience to this and other communicable 
diseases. 
 
25 Feb 2020 
ADB Approves CNY130 Million Private Sector Loan to Support Coronavirus Response in 
PRC 
   ADB signed an agreement for a private sector loan of up to CNY130 million ($18.6 million) to 
Jointown Pharmaceutical Group Co. Ltd. in the People’s Republic of China. 
 
 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank   [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-
level announcements are added each week] 
News  
Beijing, China, Feb. 24, 2020 
AIIB Donates USD1M to Help China Fight COVID-19 

http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article
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https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2020/02/23/pr2062-imf-managing-director-urges-global-cooperation-for-global-challenges
https://www.afdb.org/en
http://www.adb.org/news/releases
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-approves-another-2-million-help-asia-and-pacific-tackle-coronavirus
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-approves-cny130-million-private-sector-loan-support-coronavirus-response-prc
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-approves-cny130-million-private-sector-loan-support-coronavirus-response-prc
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/2020/20200224_001.html


   

  

   The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) is contributing USD1 million to help China control 
the spread of COVID-19. The amount comprises donations from AIIB staff and matching funds from 
the ... 
 
 
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Islamic Development Bank  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://www.isdb.org/ 
News 
IsDB President meets the Chairman of the International Financial Institutions Council of 
MEDEF and delegates from 25 French business organisations in Paris 
26 February 2020 

 
 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 

:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
   We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new research and 
major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, collaborations, and initiatives 
across the human rights, humanitarian response and development spheres of action.  WE will not 
reference fundraising announcements, programs, events or appeals, and generally not include content 
which is primarily photo-documentation or video in format. 
 
 
Action Contre la Faim – Action Against Hunger  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org 
Communiqués de presse 
Posté le 24 février 2020  
Comment favoriser l’accès à la santé dans les zones reculées 
   u nord du Kenya, l’insécurité alimentaire s’est fortement aggravée suite à la sécheresse qui sévit 
dans la région depuis fin 2016. Cette pénurie d’eau affecte les récoltes et le bétail, des millions de 
personnes souffrent de sous-nutrition dans le pays.  
 
 
Alliance for International Medical Action (ALIMA)  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://www.alima-ngo.org/en/press-room 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://newsroom.amref.org/category/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases 
Amref International University Introduces Course to Improve the Quality Health Reporting 

https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news
https://www.isdb.org/
https://www.isdb.org/news/isdb-president-meets-the-chairman-of-the-international-financial-institutions-council-of-medef-and-delegates-from-25-french-business-organisations-in-paris
https://www.isdb.org/news/isdb-president-meets-the-chairman-of-the-international-financial-institutions-council-of-medef-and-delegates-from-25-french-business-organisations-in-paris
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/
https://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/a-la-une/kenya-comment-favoriser-lacces-a-la-sante-dans-les-zones-reculees/
https://www.alima-ngo.org/en/press-room
http://amref.org/news/news/
https://newsroom.amref.org/category/press-releases/
https://newsroom.amref.org/press-releases/2020/02/amref-international-university-introduces-course-to-improve-the-quality-health-reporting/


   

  

   NAIROBI, 25 February 2020: Amref International University (AMIU) recognises the important 
advocacy role of journalists in… 
 
 
Aravind Eye Care System  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://aravind.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
  
BRAC  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://www.brac.net/#news 
Latest 
Health  
Disability inclusion long ago, and now 
February 25, 2020  
by Dr Anabeel Sen  
   At present, 1 billion people across the world live with some form of a disability. In Bangladesh, 
considerable progress has been made in disability inclusion and social protection, but we still have a 
long way to go. 
 
 
CARE International  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases 
Press Releases 
Two New CARE Reports Examine Resilience and Changing Gender Norms Among Syrians 
26th Feb 2020      
   Nearly nine years of conflict have brought about sweeping and protracted changes in the lives of 
Syrian people. Syrians are adapting to a ‘new normal’ as it relates to new livelihood strategies, new 
ways of accessing education, and new gender roles. 
 
 
Clubhouse International  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://www.drc.dk/news 
NEWS 
Open Letter to the Prime Minister of the Hellenic Republic 
In an open letter to Mr. Kyriakos Mitsotakis, Prime Minister of the Hellenic Republic, DRC and 19 other 
organisations raise concern over the protection of thousands of unaccompanied children in the country. 
25.02.2020 
 
 
ECPAT  [to 29 Feb 2020]  
http://www.ecpat.net/news 

https://aravind.org/
http://www.brac.net/#news
http://blog.brac.net/disability-inclusion-long-ago-and-now/
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases
https://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases/two-new-care-reports-examine-resilience-and-changing-gender-norms-among-syrians
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html
https://www.drc.dk/news
https://drc.ngo/news/ngos-open-letter-to-the-prime-minister-of-the-hellenic-republic
http://www.ecpat.net/news


   

  

News & Updates 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Fountain House  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/  
Posted on: February 26, 2020  
Fountain House Appoints Mary Crowley as Senior Vice President and Chief External Affairs 
Officer  
 
 
Humanity & Inclusion  [nee Handicap International]  [to 29 Feb 2020]  
https://hi.org/en/index 
All news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Heifer International  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://www.heifer.org/ 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HelpAge International  [to 29 Feb 2020]  
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/ 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
No new digest content identified. 

 
 
ICRC  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports    
The ICRC and the Blue Shield signed a Memorandum of Understanding  
   On 13 february, the ICRC and the Blue Shield have signed a Memorandum of Understanding to 
commit to work more closely together to ensure the protection of cultural property during armed 
conflict.Similarly to the agreement signed in 2016 with UNESCO,  
26-02-2020 | Article  
  
Syria: Civilians in urgent need of safety and life-saving assistance amidst unprecedented 
displacement 
   Geneva (ICRC) - The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) is deeply alarmed by the 
rapidly deteriorating security and living conditions of the hundreds of thousands of newly displaced 
civilians in the Idlib area, who are running out of opti 
25-02-2020 | News release  
 
An inevitable trajectory of humanitarian needs? 
As this new decade begins, our world appears to be on an inevitable trajectory of skyrocketing 
humanitarian needs and rising fragility. 

http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press
https://www.fountainhouse.org/news/fountain-house-appoints-mary-crowley-senior-vice-president-and-chief-external-affairs-officer
https://www.fountainhouse.org/news/fountain-house-appoints-mary-crowley-senior-vice-president-and-chief-external-affairs-officer
https://hi.org/en/index
https://www.heifer.org/
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/icrc-and-blue-shield-signed-memorandum-understanding
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/syria-civilians-urgent-need-safety-and-life-saving-assistance-amidst-unprecedented
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/syria-civilians-urgent-need-safety-and-life-saving-assistance-amidst-unprecedented
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/inevitable-trajectory-humanitarian-needs


   

  

24-02-2020 | Statement  
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
 
IFRC   [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
DPRK 
Red Cross granted exemption from UN sanctions to provide humanitarian aid in DPRK 
Pyongyang/Kuala Lumpur/Geneva, 24 February 2020 
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
 
International Medical Corps (IMC)   [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IRC  International Rescue Committee  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 
Media highlights 
Press Release  
IRC: Remain in Mexico policy has put the most vulnerable in harm’s way; injunction a 
welcome development 
February 28, 2020  
 
Press Release  
UN Security Council Must Call for Ceasefire in Idlib and Support Cross Border Aid 
February 27, 2020  
 
Press Release  
Syrians on the Run: Leading U.S. Humanitarian NGOs Urge Americans to Donate 
February 25, 2020  
 
Press Release  
Human Rights Council Must Hold Urgent Session on Idlib – IRC 
February 24, 2020  
 
 
IRCT  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://irct.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Islamic Relief Worldwide  [to 29 Feb 2020]  
https://www.islamic-relief.org/ 
Case studies 
Poor housing conditions leave families in Gaza shivering through the winter months 

http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/red-cross-granted-exemption-un-sanctions-provide-humanitarian-aid-dprk/
https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index
Press%20Release
Press%20Release
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/un-security-council-must-call-ceasefire-idlib-and-support-cross-border-aid
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/syrians-run-leading-us-humanitarian-ngos-urge-americans-donate
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/human-rights-council-must-hold-urgent-session-idlib-irc
https://irct.org/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/poor-housing-conditions-leave-families-in-gaza-shivering-through-the-winter-months-2/


   

  

Published: 25 February, 2020  
 
 
Landsea   [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Medecins du Monde   [to 29 Feb 2020]  
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/ 
Pubished on 17 February 2020 
Aid organisations in Yemen are extremely concerned about high numbers of civilian 
casualties in recent military escalation  
We are shocked and saddened to hear about the deaths of as many as 31 civilians, and 12 other 
people injured, in strikes on Al Jawf governorate in northern Yemen on 15 February 2020. 
 
This latest tragic incident closely follows an attack on 7 February on Marib’s main hospital which serves 
up to 15,000 people. In addition, a nearby hospital and mobile clinic were also structurally damaged. 
Indiscriminate attacks like this on health facilities deny access to lifesaving health care to thousands of 
vulnerable Yemenis and are illegal under international law. 
  
Our deepest condolences go to the families who have lost their loved ones, and wish a quick 
recovery to those who have been injured. 
  
Aid organisations call on warring parties to uphold the laws of war, to protect civilians and civilian 
infrastructure including hospitals, and to provide safe and unhindered access to displaced families so 
that they can access food, water, shelter and other assistance. 
  
Since mid-January, heavy fighting in Nihm, Al Jawf and Marib in northern Yemen, including the 
resumption of air strikes has already forcibly displaced 28,000 civilians who are now in urgent need of 
humanitarian assistance. The current violence is threatening to tilt the country towards a major 
escalation, potentially reversing chances to bring the conflict to an end. We are calling on warring 
parties not to jeopardise the recent progress and reduction in violence, to agree a 
nationwide ceasefire and restart long-overdue peace talks. Yemen needs a political 
solution to end the violence and suffering once and for all. 
 
List of signatory organizations 
Action contre la Faim 
Adventist Relief and Development Agency 
CARE International 
Danish Refugee Council 
Handicap International - Humanity and Inclusion 
International Rescue Committee 
Médecins du Monde 
Norwegian Refugee Council  
Oxfam 
Save the Children 
ZOA 

http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/
https://www.medecinsdumonde.org/en/news/moyen-orient/2020/02/17/aid-organisations-yemen-are-extremely-concerned-about-high-numbers-civilian-casualties-recent
https://www.medecinsdumonde.org/en/news/moyen-orient/2020/02/17/aid-organisations-yemen-are-extremely-concerned-about-high-numbers-civilian-casualties-recent


   

  

 
 
Mercy Corps [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
Press Releases 
February 26, 2020  
Mercy Corps Calls For Immediate Ceasefire In NW Syria As Lives Hang In The Balance 
Statement from Beth deHamel, Interim Chief Executive Officer, Mercy Corps Mercy Corps has worked in 
Syria during the...  
 
February 25, 2020  
Syrians on the Run: Leading U.S. Humanitarian NGOs Urge Americans to Donate 
Mercy Corps is a member of the Global Emergency Response Coalition, which has launched an appeal 
to raise funds for the... 
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 29 Feb 2020]  
http://www.msf.org/ 
Latest [Selected Announcements] 
Syria  
MSF to scale up response in Idlib, Syria as tensions reach a new peak  
Statement 28 Feb 2020  
 
Mediterranean migration  
Ocean Viking arbitrarily quarantined by Italian authorities over COVID… 
Project Update 28 Feb 2020  
   As Italy was hit by the COVID-19 coronavirus outbreak late last week, the Ocean Viking, the search 
and rescue ship operated by Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) and SOS MEDITERRANEE, was put under 
quarantine following the disembarkation of 276 people rescued at sea in the prior days. 
   The Ocean Viking has complied with all measures and has now been anchored off Sicily for five days. 
It is increasingly clear that quarantine restrictions are being discriminatorily applied only to search and 
rescue vessels. 
   “Quarantining the Ocean Viking is equivalent to stopping an ambulance in the middle of an 
emergency,” said Michael Fark, MSF head of mission for Search and Rescue. “This is a discriminatory 
action – the only vessels that have been put into quarantine are those conducting rescues.” 
   In the past 48 hours we have had reports of boats in distress in the central Mediterranean. We are 
deeply worried about the fate of people travelling in them… 
 
Syria  
Horrific day of indiscriminate attacks on civilians in Idlib, Syria  
Press Release 26 Feb 2020  
 
Burkina Faso  
Security and living conditions have deteriorated at ‘blisterin… 
Project Update 24 Feb 2020  
 
 
Operation Smile  [to 29 Feb 2020] 

http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases
https://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/call-for-syria-ceasefire
https://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/GERC-emergency-appeal-Syria
http://www.msf.org/
https://www.msf.org/msf-scale-response-idlib-tensions-reach-new-peak-syria
https://www.msf.org/ocean-viking-arbitrarily-quarantined-italian-authorities-over-covid-19-fears
https://www.msf.org/epidemics-and-pandemics
https://www.msf.org/mediterranean-migration
https://www.msf.org/mediterranean-migration
https://www.msf.org/horrific-day-indiscriminate-attacks-idlib-syria
https://www.msf.org/cycle-severe-violence-displaces-over-750000-people-little-access-aid-burkina-faso


   

  

http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office 
Program Schedule 
Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve every 
opportunity for safe surgical care.  
 
  
OXFAM [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://www.oxfam.org/en/ 
Selected News/Announcements   
Oxfam reaction to African Union-European Union meeting 
27 February 2020 
   Oxfam welcomes that Europe has begun developing prospects for a real and meaningful partnership 
with Africa. Ursula von der Leyen’s vision of a truly ‘geopolitical Commission’ must be grounded in 
European values and result in EU policies that actually work for people in Africa instead of making their 
situation worse. 
 
Commission study shows that new EU law would improve companies’ respect for human 
rights 
24 February 2020 
   A study initiated by the European Commission and released today says that new EU due diligence 
rules could significantly improve respect for human rights in the supply chains of European companies, 
says Oxfam. 
 
 
Norwegian Refugee Council   [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://www.nrc.no/ 
Latest news from NRC 
27. Feb 2020  
Locust plague spells catastrophe for millions living in underfunded East Africa 
   Grossly underfunded humanitarian responses across East Africa are tipping towards breaking point as 
a result of the recent desert locust invasion.  
 
DR Congo | 27. Feb 2020  
Fear for safety for people in Ituri affected by armed groups attacks and intercommunal 
violence 
   Fighting between military actors and armed groups has this month spread from North Kivu to the 
Ituri province. It comes on top of cycles of intercommunal violence that has forced more than 100,000 
people to flee since the beginning of the year and led to massive humanitarian needs in the province.  
 
 
Pact  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://www.pactworld.org/  
Latest News 
February 27, 2020 
Caroline Anstey to lead Pact as new President and Chief Executive Officer  
Today, Pact announced that its Board of Directors has selected international development leader 
Caroline Anstey as the next President and Chief Executive...  
 

http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office
http://www.operationsmile.org/approach/program-schedule
https://www.oxfam.org/en/
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/oxfam-reaction-african-union-european-union-meeting
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/commission-study-shows-new-eu-law-would-improve-companies-respect-human-rights
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/commission-study-shows-new-eu-law-would-improve-companies-respect-human-rights
http://www.nrc.no/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2020/february/locust-plague/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2020/february/dr-congo-new-displacement-in-ituri/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2020/february/dr-congo-new-displacement-in-ituri/
http://www.pactworld.org/
https://www.pactworld.org/news/caroline-anstey-lead-pact-new-president-and-chief-executive-officer


   

  

 
Partners In Health  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://www.pih.org/blog   
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
PATH  [to 29 Feb 2020]  
https://www.path.org/media-center/  
Selected Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Plan International/BORNEfonden  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Save The Children [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://www.savethechildren.net/news 
26 February 2020 - Zimbabwe 
Zimbabwe: Children on the frontline as climate and economic crises collide 
 
25 February 2020 - Syria 
Idlib, Syria: Casualties as ten schools hit in one day during intense shelling 
 
25 February 2020 - Italy 
Save the Children: Schools in Italy closed for over 3.7 million children and youth because 
of Coronavirus 
 
 
SOS-Kinderdorf International  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/news 
Russia  
Programme keeps families in crisis together  
   February 26 2020 - A family break-up and abandonment prevention programme, started by SOS 
Russia in 2006, has kept more than 14,000 children with their birth families.  
 
Southern Africa  
45 million need humanitarian assistance  
   February 24 2020 - The severe regional drought is especially acute in Zimbabwe, where an estimated 
3.6 million people are faced with food insecurity, a number projected to rise to 5.5 million in 2020.  
 
 
Tostan  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://www.tostan.org 
No new digest content identified. 
 

http://www.pih.org/blog
https://www.path.org/media-center/
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre
https://www.savethechildren.net/news
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/zimbabwe-children-frontline-climate-and-economic-crises-collide
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/zimbabwe-children-frontline-climate-and-economic-crises-collide
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/idlib-syria-casualties-ten-schools-hit-one-day-during-intense-shelling
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/idlib-syria-casualties-ten-schools-hit-one-day-during-intense-shelling
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/save-children-schools-italy-closed-over-37-million-children-and-youth-because-coronavirus
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/save-children-schools-italy-closed-over-37-million-children-and-youth-because-coronavirus
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/save-children-schools-italy-closed-over-37-million-children-and-youth-because-coronavirus
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/save-children-schools-italy-closed-over-37-million-children-and-youth-because-coronavirus
https://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/news
https://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/news/keeping-families-together-in-russia
https://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/news/southern-african-drought-affects-45-million
http://www.tostan.org/latest-news


   

  

 
Women for Women International  [to 29 Feb 2020]  
https://www.womenforwomen.org/ 
February 28, 2020   By: Laurie Adams 
What’s the Key to Stronger Nations? Stronger Women. 
 
 
World Vision  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://wvi.org/ 
Newsroom  
World Vision scales up COVID-19 health crisis response to address the hidden toll on 
children, in China 
Friday, February 28, 2020  
 
:::::: 
 
Electronic Frontiers Foundation 
https://www.eff.org/updates?type=press_release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Freedom House [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://freedomhouse.org/news 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Human Rights Watch  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://www.hrw.org/ 
Featured Commentary, Announcements, Statements 
February 25, 2020  
Cameroon: Civilians Massacred in Separatist Area 
Government forces and armed ethnic Fulani killed at least 21 civilians in Cameroon’s Ngarbuh village, 
including 13 children and 1 pregnant woman, on February 14, 2020. 
 
Middle East/North Africa 
February 25, 2020   Commentary 
Nine Years After Bahrain’s Uprising, Its Human Rights Crisis Has Only Worsened 
Aya Majzoub  
Lebanon and Bahrain Researcher  
Published In: Foreign Policy In Focus  
 
Middle East/North Africa 
February 25, 2020     Report 
Iran: No Justice for Bloody Crackdown 
 
 
Transparency International  [to 29 Feb 2020] 

https://www.womenforwomen.org/
https://www.womenforwomen.org/blogs/whats-key-stronger-nations-stronger-women
http://wvi.org/newsroom
https://www.wvi.org/newsroom/coronavirus-health-crisis/world-vision-scales-covid-19-health-crisis-response-address
https://www.wvi.org/newsroom/coronavirus-health-crisis/world-vision-scales-covid-19-health-crisis-response-address
https://www.eff.org/updates?type=press_release
https://freedomhouse.org/news
https://www.hrw.org/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/02/25/cameroon-civilians-massacred-separatist-area
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/02/25/nine-years-after-bahrains-uprising-its-human-rights-crisis-has-only-worsened
https://www.hrw.org/about/people/aya-majzoub
https://fpif.org/nine-years-after-bahrains-uprising-its-human-rights-crisis-has-only-worsened/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/02/25/iran-no-justice-bloody-crackdown


   

  

https://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases 
28 Feb 2020  
U.S. Congress should move quickly to pass the Foreign Extortion Prevention Act 
 - If passed, the Foreign Extortion Prevention Act would strengthen U.S. anti-corruption efforts and 
help deter cross-border bribery schemes by addressing the ‘demand side’ of these corrupt deals.  
 
::::: 
 
ChildFund Alliance  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://childfundalliance.org/ 
News/ Statements 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
CONCORD  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://concordeurope.org/  
Latest News and Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
The Elders  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://theelders.org/news-media 
Selected Press Releases and Major Announcements 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Evidence Aid   [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://www.evidenceaid.org/ 
Latest Content 
Italian guidelines on Novel Coronavirus 
Created on 29 February 2020. Last updated 29 February 2020. Compiled by colleagues at the Cochrane 
Drugs and Alcohol Group in Italy 1. Circolari del Ministero della Salute, decreti e provvedimenti 
regionali. Associazione Italiana di Epidemiologia (Italian 
 
Japanese guidelines on Novel Coronavirus 
Created on 26 February 2020. Last updated 26 February 2020. Compiled by colleagues at Bukkyo 
University, co-ordinated by Prof. Hajime Takeuchi MD. A. Guidelines issued by the Ministry of Health, 

Labour and Welfare, Japan. 1.  新型コロナウイルス感染症についての相談・受診の目安 Guideline 

 
 
Gavi [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://www.gavi.org/ 
25 February 2020 
DRC: vaccination sessions increase by 50% in vulnerable provinces since 2018 
:: In the nine provinces where half of all the DRC’s under-immunised children live, there are now 
24,000 routine vaccination sessions per month 

https://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressrelease/united_states_congress_should_pass_FEPA
https://childfundalliance.org/
http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/
http://theelders.org/news-media
http://www.evidenceaid.org/
https://www.evidenceaid.org/italian-guidelines-on-novel-coronavirus/
https://www.evidenceaid.org/japanese-guidelines-on-novel-coronavirus/
https://www.gavi.org/
https://www.gavi.org/news/media-room/drc-vaccination-sessions-increase-vulnerable-provinces-2018


   

  

:: New technology enabling health workers to monitor key indicators in real time has contributed to the 
dramatic increase 
:: Progress comes at a time when the country is battling outbreaks of Ebola, measles and cholera, 
among other diseases 
 
 
Getty Conservation Institute   [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://www.getty.edu/research/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Global Fund  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/ 
News & Stories 
Updates  
Search for Independent Board Committee Members  
26 February 2020  
   The Global Fund Board is looking for three independent experts to serve as non-voting members of 
Global Fund Board standing committees for 2020-2022. Financial audit, forensics investigations and 
ethics experts are invited to submit applications to serve on the Audit and Finance Committee and the 
Ethics and Governance Committee. The application deadline is 27 March 2020. 
 
Updates  
Search for Chief Financial Officer and Head of Health Finance  
25 February 2020  
 
 
Hilton Prize Coalition [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/ 
02/27/2020  Blog 
Providing End-of Life Care: HPC Fellow, Paula Preston, St Christopher’s Hospice 
 
 
ICVA - International Council of Voluntary Agencies   [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://icvanetwork.org/ 
Latest resources, events, content 
CVA 2030 Your View Counts  
February, 2020 
 
ICVA 2030 Strategy Development Document  
February, 2020 
 
 
InterAction  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://www.interaction.org/ 
Latest Updates 
Crises & Countries in Conflict  
NGO Recommendations for the High-Level Panel on Internal Displacement 
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Priscilla Yoon  
Feb 25, 2020  
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
:::::: 
 
3ie  International Initiative for Impact Evaluation [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://www.3ieimpact.org/ 
Blogs 
How do electricity access interventions affect social outcomes? A forthcoming systematic 
review.  
Ari Perdana, Douglas Glandon, Nick Moore, Birte Snilstveit | 24 February 2020 
 
 
CHS Alliance  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://chsalliance.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Development Initiatives   [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://devinit.org/news/ 
News 
DI establishes new partnership with Strathmore University, Kenya 
26 February 2020 
    DI and Strathmore University’s @iLabAfrica are pleased to announce a new partnership that will lead 
to collaborative projects in 2020 and beyond. 
 
::::::  
 
Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action 
(ALNAP)     [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://www.alnap.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CERAH – Geneva Centre for Education and Research in Humanitarian Action  [to 29 Feb 
2020] 
https://cerahgeneve.ch/events/news/ 
CERAH News 
2020 Concept paper for Humanitarian Encyclopedia 
25.2.2020 
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre 
LATEST PRESS RELEASES 
No new digest content identified. 
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EHLRA/R2HC/HIF   [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/ 
28.01.2020 
Call for Action: Ethical global health research in emergencies 
   We are one of nine international research organisations supporting the Call for Action for ethical 
global health research, issued today (28 January) by the Nuffield Council on Bioethics. 
 
 
Groupe URD   [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://www.urd.org/en/ 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Humanitarian Studies Association  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://ihsa.info/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
INEE – an international network for education in emergencies   [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://www.ineesite.org/en/news 
News 
Putting Learning First  
Education Cannot Wait 
27 February 2020  
   Education Cannot Wait and Porticus announce new partnership focused on measuring holistic 
learning outcomes for children and youth caught in protracted crises and emergencies 
 
Vietnam: New coronavirus outbreak is costing marginalised children an education  
Aide et Action 
   27 February 2020, Hanoi, Vietnam: Despite no new confirmed cases of the novel coronavirus 
(COVID-19) in Vietnam since 13 February 2020, Vietnamese schools remain shut and the country is 
feeling the pinch on its socio and economic development. 
 
 
Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP)  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://phap.org/ 
Association news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Sphere  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://spherestandards.org/news/ 
News 
Putting affected communities at the center… of Sphere training  
28 February 2020 | Sphere 
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  Tristan Hale, Sphere’s Learning and Training Manager, recently took part in a Sphere training event in 
Lebanon. Through the workshop, he had the opportunity to interview members of the Syrian refugee 
communities and discover the value... 
 
The Sphere standards and the Coronavirus response  
28 February 2020 | Sphere 
  Download Sphere's guidance on the Coronavirus response   The Coronavirus COVID-19 is spreading 
globally. How can the Sphere Handbook guide our response? Sphere collates and disseminates 
emerging... 
 
With its 2025 strategy, the Sphere community aims to shape the future of humanitarian 
quality and accountability  
27 January 2020 | Sphere 
     Sphere is developing a new five-year strategic plan which will draw on the inputs of the global 
Sphere community. The strategy, built upon the priorities articulated by Sphere members during the 
last General Assembly meeting, will... 
 
 
Start Network [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs 
News and Blog 
Four years of successful anticipatory action 
Preventing humanitarian crises around the globe 
by Sarah Barr  
27 Feb 20  
   In 2016, the Start Network launched the Start Fund Anticipation Window in Bonn. We set out to link 
Start Network members with forecasts of impending crises and to facilitate country-level collaborative 
risk analysis, to release funds before a disaster strikes. Twenty-five Start Network members have since 
led innovative anticipatory projects, in twenty-four crisis-prone countries. 
Together they have reached over two million people, to limit harm caused by hazards as varied as 
Ebola outbreaks, volcano eruptions and cold snaps... 
 
:::::: 
 
Brookings 
http://www.brookings.edu/ 
Accessed 29 Feb 2020 
Latest Research 
Religion & Politics  
Muslims and the secular city: How right-wing populists shape the French debate over 
Islam 
Catherine Fieschi 
Friday, February 28, 2020  
 
Report  
Why bank regulators should make their secret ratings public 
Aaron Klein 
Thursday, February 27, 2020  
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Race in American Public Policy  
The Black middle class needs political attention, too 
Andre M. Perry and Carl Romer 
February 27, 2020  
 
Report  
The United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement: Developing trade policy for digital trade 
Joshua P. Meltzer 
Wednesday, February 26, 2020  
 
Infrastructure  
Digital prosperity: How broadband can deliver health and equity to all communities 
Adie Tomer, Lara Fishbane, Angela Siefer, and Bill Callahan 
February 27, 2020  
 
 
Center for Global Development    [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center 
Selected Publications, News and Events 
February 28, 2020 
The Impact of Coronavirus on China’s SMEs: Findings from the Enterprise Survey for 
Innovation and Entrepreneurship in China 
Since the coronavirus outbreak began in January, Chinese business activity has been severely slowed, 
affecting China’s position in the global industrial supply chain. The Enterprise Survey for Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship in China (ESIEC) launched a survey on the “condition of micro, small and medium-
sized enterprises (SMEs) amidst the coronavirus outbreak.” 
Rouchen Dai , Junpeng Hu and Xiaobo Zhang  
 
February 28, 2020 
Reconciling SME Production in China with Coronavirus Control 
With the steady decline in new confirmed cases of coronavirus in China beyond Hubei Province, public 
scrutiny has increasingly shifted to the economy affected by the outbreak, particularly the impact on 
the plethora of small and medium enterprises (SMEs). An earlier CGD note explored the impact of 
coronavirus on SMEs using data from the Enterprise Survey for Innovation and Entrepreneurship in 
China (ESIEC) and follow-up interviews. In this accompanying note, we consider how SMEs can resume 
production without compromising epidemic control. 
Xiaobo Zhang and Ruixin Wang  
 
February 27, 2020 
A Decision Tree for Digital Financial Inclusion Policymaking 
In recent years, a large number of countries have implemented policy changes to advance financial 
inclusion, especially by using digital financial services (DFS). However, results are mixed. 
Stijn Claessens and Liliana Rojas-Suarez  
 
February 26, 2020 
China’s “Counterpart Assistance” Approach to Coronavirus: Lessons from the Wenchuan 
Earthquake Response 
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In early 2020, a new type of coronavirus epidemic (COVID-19) emerged suddenly and spread steadily 
from China’s Wuhan City, Hubei Province, disrupting China’s social order. The epicenter of the 
epidemic, Hubei Province lacked medical personnel and epidemic prevention supplies; assistance was 
urgently needed. This note identifies the Chinese government’s “counterpart aid” strategy in response 
to the epidemic and explores the strategy’s utility, drawing on earlier experiences with disaster 
response. 
Xiaobo Zhang and Lihe Xu  
 
 
CSIS  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://www.csis.org/ 
Selected Reports 
Report 
China’s Uneven High-Tech Drive: Implications for the United States 
February 27, 2020 | Scott Kennedy, James Andrew Lewis, Mingda Qiu China has made substantial 
strides in high technology, but a dispassionate analysis of overall trends and prominent sectors 
indicates a highly uneven performance record. These findings have direct implications for how the 
United States should respond to this challenge.  
 
Report 
Anti-Corruption in the Americas: What Works?  
February 25, 2020 | Mark L. Schneider In recent weeks and months, two of the most effective entities 
in countering institutional corruption and criminal networks in two of the weakest states in the region, 
Guatemala and Honduras, have been forced to end their operations.  
 
Report 
Sustaining U.S. Support for Gavi: A Critical Global Health Security and Development 
Partner 
February 24, 2020 | Katherine Bliss As Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, seeks funding to support its 
ambitious new 2021-2025 work plan, the United States should take steps to reinforce its longstanding 
support of the Alliance and help ensure continued progress on critical health security and development 
goals.  
 
Report 
The Gulf and the Challenge of Missile Defense: Net Assessment Indicators 
February 24, 2020 | Anthony H. Cordesman The growing tension between the United States, Iran, and 
the Arab Gulf States present a real need for effective missile defenses in the Gulf, writes CSIS’s Burke 
Chair in Strategy.  
 
 
ODI   [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://www.odi.org/  
Selected Press Releases & Reports 
Donor interventions in Afghanistan: a Lessons for Peace literature review 
Working and discussion papers | February 2020 | Eliza Urwin with Mareike Schomerus 
Using the literature to learn how donors might support a sustainable peace in Afghanistan. 
 
Donor support to peace processes: a Lessons for Peace literature review 
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Working and discussion papers | February 2020 | Nicholas Ross with Mareike Schomerus 
Learning the lessons from literature on past conflict resolution processes. 
 
Gender equality and women’s and girls’ empowerment: our approach and priorities 
Toolkits | February 2020 | Sara Pantuliano, Caroline Harper, Nicola Jones, Francesca Bastagli, Megan 
Daigle, Pilar Domingo, Rachel Marcus, Fiona Samuels, Abigail Hunt, Rebecca Holmes, Paola Pereznieto, 
Rachel George, Carmen Leon-Himmelstine, Maria Stavropoulou, Paulina Padilla and Hannah Bass 
This booklet outlines the approach, aims and priority areas of ODI's work on gender equality and 
women and girls’ empowerment. 
 
Mobilising private development finance: implications for overall aid allocations 
Research reports and studies | February 2020 | Polly Meeks, Matthew Gouett and Samantha Attridge 
A report into the effects on decision-making in light of an increase in aid being allocated to mobilise 
private investment. 
 
Innovation and economic transformation in low-income countries: a new body of evidence 
Research reports and studies | February 2020 | Linda Calabrese, Kunal Sen, Dirk Willem te Velde, 
Chisom Ubabukoh and Steve Wiggins 
This report brings together findings from research conducted under the DEGRP project with the wider 
literature on innovation and economic transformation. 
 
‘The woman in the house, the man in the street’: young women’s economic empowerment 
and social norms in Cuba 
Research reports and studies | February 2020 | Maria Stavropoulou with Ailynn Torres Santana, Fiona 
Samuels, Valia Solis and Rocío Fernández 
Exploring the relationship between women’s economic empowerment and social norms in Cuba. 
 
Family, sexuality, and sexual and reproductive health in Cuba: the role of social norms 
Research reports and studies | February 2020 | Fiona Samuels and Ailynn Torres Santana with Rocio 
Fernández, Valia Solís, Georgia Plank and Maria Stavropoulou 
Exploring the relationship between sexual and reproductive health and social norms in the Cuban 
context. 
 
 
RoRI [Research on Research Institute]  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://researchonresearch.org/ 
We're an open and independent new initiative providing data, analysis and intelligence on how to make 
research systems more strategic, open, diverse and inclusive. 
News and Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Urban Institute   [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://www.urban.org/publications 
Publications 
Spatial Mismatch and Federally Supported Rental Housing  
In many places in the United States, people with low incomes live far from available jobs, and 
employers cannot find workers to fill open positions. This gap between where jobs are located and 
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where job seekers live is referred to as “spatial mismatch,” and it can harm both employers and 
potential workers. Rental assistance programs, such as public housing and housing vouchers, could 
help people live closer to available jobs and  
Christina Plerhoples Stacy, Christopher Davis, Benny Docter, Leiha Edmonds, Jorge González, Ananya 
Hariharan, Brady Meixell, Alex Peffley, Nancy M. Pindus, Prasanna Rajasekaran, Daniel Teles, Brett 
Theodos, Mark Treskon 
February 28, 2020  
Brief 
  
Summer Programming for Young People in New York City: Evaluating VIBE and Playstreets  
This report presents findings from a process evaluation of two summer programs for young people in 
New York City: Playstreets and VIBE (Vibrant Interactions by Engagement). Playstreets is a drop-in 
summer program for 5-to-14-year-olds that has recently added more structure to its programming 
model. VIBE, focused on 14-to-24-year-olds, is based around production and presentation of art and 
community-based projects for  
Mark Treskon, Sino Esthappan, Mary K. Winkler, Wilton Oliver, Travis Reginal, Mathew Lynch 
February 28, 2020  
Research Report 
  
Exploring Approaches to Increase Economic Opportunity for Young Men of Color: A 10-
Year Review  
The past decade has brought significant developments in efforts to close equity gaps for young men of 
color—but additional progress must be made. This report tracks 10 years of progress on increasing 
economic opportunity for young men of color. It highlights the voices of young men and lifts up seven 
new and promising approaches: changing narratives, intervening early, empowering young men of 
color to lead, promoting mental  
Natalie Spievack, Madeline Brown, Christin Durham, Pamela J. Loprest 
February 27, 2020  
Research Report 
  
Exploring Approaches to Increase Economic Opportunity for Young Men of Color: 
Highlights from a 10-Year Review  
The past decade has brought significant developments in efforts to close equity gaps for young men of 
color—but additional progress must be made. This brief, a summary of our research report “Exploring 
Approaches to Increase Economic Opportunity for Young Men of Color: A 10-Year Review,” aims to 
advance the conversation on increasing economic opportunity for young men of color. Our goals are to 
track progress, share important  
Natalie Spievack, Madeline Brown, Christin Durham, Pamela J. Loprest 
February 27, 2020  
Brief 
  
What Does Research Tell Us About What Works in Reentry?  
Nancy La Vigne, vice president for justice policy, testified before the House Judiciary Committee’s 
Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, and Homeland Security at a hearing on reentry. Her testimony 
highlighted the need for holistic, tailored, and community-led approaches to better support the 
individuals, families, and communities that bear the brunt of mass incarceration.  
Nancy G. La Vigne 
February 27, 2020  
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Testimony 
  
Housing Finance At A Glance: A Monthly Chartbook, February 2020  
The February 2020 edition of At A Glance, the Housing Finance Policy Center’s reference guide for 
mortgage and housing market data, includes updated figures describing first lien mortgage 
originations, the shares of loans in serious delinquency and foreclosure, and mortgage insurance 
activity. Housing Finance at a Glance: Monthly Chartbooks Archive  
Laurie Goodman, Alanna McCargo, Edward Golding, Jim Parrott, Sheryl Pardo, Todd M. Hill-Jones, 
Karan Kaul, Sarah Strochak, John Walsh, Alison Rincon, Caitlin Young 
February 25, 2020  
Research Report 
  
Does Online Education Live Up to Its Promise? A Look at The Evidence  
Sandy Baum, a nonresident senior fellow, testified before the New Jersey Senate Higher Education 
Committee. Her testimony highlighted research on online degree offerings by institutions of higher 
education and the impact on vulnerable students.  
Sandy Baum 
February 25, 2020  
Testimony 
  
State Tax and Economic Review, 2019 Quarter 3  
State and local government tax revenues showed normal growth in the third quarter of 2019 after 
declines in the fourth quarter of 2018, much weaker growth in the first quarter of 2019, and robust 
growth in the second quarter of 2019. Most of the volatility in the prior quarters was attributable to the 
TCJA. Preliminary data for the fourth quarter of 2019 indicate continued growth in overall state tax 
revenue collections.  
Lucy Dadayan 
February 24, 2020  
Research Report 
  
  
The Wistar Institute   [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://www.wistar.org/news/press-releases 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Economic Forum    [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/ 
Media 
New Framework to Provide Global Approach to Solving Rare Diseases  
News 26 Feb 2020  
:: New paper outlines economic benefits of a global approach to collecting and sharing genomic data to 
diagnose and treat rare disease 
:: 475 million people are affected by rare disease worldwide, and only 5% of people with a rare disease 
have a treatment 
:: Sharing data globally could provide benefits to diagnosis, disease management and treatment, 
clinical trials and personal well-being 
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:: Read the report here 
 

 
*                      *                       *                        * 
 
 

:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will primarily monitor press/media releases announcing key initiatives and new research from a 
growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, humanitarian 
response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended to be exhaustive, but 
indicative.  
 
 

Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/ 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Blue Meridian Partners [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/ 
Blue Meridian Partners is a new capital aggregation collaboration that plans to invest at least $1 billion 
in high-performance nonprofits that are poised to have truly national impact for economically 
disadvantaged children and youth.  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Annie E. Casey Foundation   [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clinton Foundation  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements 
Press Release  
February 25, 2020  
Clinton Foundation completes launch of the Strong Families, Thriving Communities 
coalition to improve public health in San Diego, California 
 
 
Co Impact   [to 29 Feb 2020] 
www.co-impact.io 
Co-Impact is a global philanthropic collaborative for systems change focused on improving the lives of 
millions of people around the world. 

https://www.weforum.org/reports/global-access-for-solving-rare-disease-a-health-economics-value-framework#report-nav
https://alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases/clinton-foundation-completes-launch-strong-families-thriving-communities-coalition
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases/clinton-foundation-completes-launch-strong-families-thriving-communities-coalition
http://co-impact.io/


   

  

No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Ford Foundation  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://www.fordfoundation.org/ 
Equals Change Blog   25 February 2020  
Confronting shame—and accepting my disability—with Judy Heumann  
By Marc Climaco  
 
 
J. Paul Getty Trust  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://news.getty.edu/ 
Latest News 
February 27, 2020 
Getty Research Institute Acquires Simone Forti Archive 
   LOS ANGELES – The Getty Research Institute (GRI) has acquired the archive of artist, dancer, 
performer, and writer Simone Forti (Italian-American, b. 1935), who is one of the seminal figures in the 
history of Minimalism and experimental dance in the United States. The collection covers every major 
period of Forti’s career, from the 1950s through today. 
   “Simone Forti is widely celebrated as a pioneering figure in the history of experimental dance and art, 
especially for her work in improvisation, minimalist forms, and engagement with current events,” said 
Mary Miller, director of the GRI.  “Our archival holdings are rich in avant-garde dance, Minimalism, 
Fluxus, Conceptualism, and arte povera, providing the strongest possible context for this material.  Her 
archive greatly enhances the research opportunities for anyone studying major art movements in the 
latter part of the 20th century.” 
 
February 21, 2020 
Getty Medal to Alice Walton, Martin Puryear, Kwame Anthony Appiah 
   LOS ANGELES – The 2020 Getty Medal, the J. Paul Getty Trust’s highest honor, recognizing 
contributions to the arts and humanities, will be given to philanthropist Alice Walton, artist Martin 
Puryear, and scholar Kwame Anthony Appiah. 
   “The Getty Medal recognizes excellence and impact in cultural areas that help expand our 
understanding and appreciation of the world around us,” said David Lee, chair of the Getty Board of 
Trustees. “This year we are thrilled to honor three influential and transformative leaders.”… 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

Grameen Foundation    [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://grameenfoundation.org/stories/press-releases 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  [to 29 Feb 2020] 

http://www.fordfoundation.org/
https://www.fordfoundation.org/ideas/equals-change-blog/posts/confronting-shame-and-accepting-my-disability-with-judy-heumann/
http://news.getty.edu/
http://news.getty.edu/getty-research-institute-acquires-simone-forti-archive.htm
http://news.getty.edu/getty-medal-to-alice-walton-martin-puryear-kwame-anthony-appiah.htm
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press
https://grameenfoundation.org/stories/press-releases


   

  

http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/  
Latest Updates No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
Our News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IKEA Foundation    [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/ 
Stories 
Climate Action 
Blueprints for action: helping countries meet climate targets 
February 25, 2020 
… IKEA Foundation is happy to announce a new partnership with Climate Analytics to help countries 
achieve their climate targets by translating scientific modelling into tangible solutions. 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Kaiser Family Foundation  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://www.kff.org/search/?post_type=press-release 
February 28, 2020   News Release  
A Polling Surprise? Americans Rank Unexpected Medical Bills at the Top of Family Budget 
Worries 
When it comes to family budget concerns, unexpected medical bills top Americans’ list of worries, with 
two-thirds (65%) of the public saying they are at least somewhat worried, including 35% who say they 
are “very” worried, the latest KFF Health Tracking Poll finds. Fewer Americans say they are at least… 
 
February 25, 2020   News Release  
Poll: Most Americans are Concerned That There Will Be a Major Coronavirus Outbreak in 
the U.S. and It Will Hurt the Economy  
Most Americans say they are concerned that there will be a major outbreak of the coronavirus in the 
U.S. (55%) and that it will negatively affect the U.S. economy (57%), the latest KFF tracking poll finds. 
A substantial share (43%) also say they are concerned that they or a family… 
 
February 24, 2020   News Release  
Questions about Prescription Drug Importation? KFF Has Answers 
With lowering prescription drug costs a top priority for Americans, the Trump Administration, 
presidential candidates, members of Congress, and several states are proposing to allow the 
importation of drugs from abroad, chiefly Canada. The idea of allowing drugs to be imported from 
Canada and other countries is popular with Americans… 
 

http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news
https://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news/250-how-philanthropic-partnerships-can-combat-america-s-opioid-epidemic
https://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news/250-how-philanthropic-partnerships-can-combat-america-s-opioid-epidemic
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/
https://ikeafoundation.org/story/climate-analytics-grant-announcement/
https://www.hhmi.org/news
https://www.kff.org/search/?post_type=press-release
https://www.kff.org/health-costs/press-release/a-polling-surprise-americans-rank-unexpected-medical-bills-at-top-of-family-budget-worries/
https://www.kff.org/health-costs/press-release/a-polling-surprise-americans-rank-unexpected-medical-bills-at-top-of-family-budget-worries/
https://www.kff.org/global-health-policy/press-release/poll-most-americans-concerned-there-will-be-major-coronavirus-outbreak-in-the-u-s-and-it-will-hurt-the-economy/
https://www.kff.org/global-health-policy/press-release/poll-most-americans-concerned-there-will-be-major-coronavirus-outbreak-in-the-u-s-and-it-will-hurt-the-economy/
https://www.kff.org/medicare/press-release/questions-about-prescription-drug-importation-kff-has-answers/


   

  

 
Kellogg Foundation  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media 
Selected Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Aga Khan Foundation   [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation 
Press Releases 
26 February 2020 
Cambridge Trust and University of Central Asia renew agreement for faculty development  
 
25 February 2020 
University of Central Asia signs historic Partnership Agreement with University of 
Cambridge  
 
 
MacArthur Foundation  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://www.macfound.org/ 
February 26, 2020 | Grantee Publications 
A Shared Understanding of Facial Recognition  
| Technology in the Public Interest  
    Understanding Facial Recognition Systems, a report from the Partnership on AI, provides a shared 
language, definitions, and guide to facial recognition technology. The report has questions to ask about 
the use of facial recognition to get at human rights implications and effects on social and economic 
power. The Partnership on AI, a grantee, makes the case that shared language and understanding of 
technical systems can help create a better discussion about the technology and needs for policy and 
regulation. 
 
Press Release  
100&Change  
Announcing the Top 100 Proposals for $100 Million Grant  
   MacArthur today announced the highest-scoring proposals, designated as the Top 100, in 
its 100&Change competition for a single $100 million grant to help solve one of the world's most critical 
social challenges. 
   The Top 100 represent the top 21 percent of competition submissions. The proposals were rigorously 
vetted, undergoing MacArthur’s initial administrative review, a Peer-to-Peer review, an evaluation by an 
external panel of judges, and a technical review by specialists whose expertise was matched to the 
project. 
   Each proposal was evaluated using four criteria: impactful, evidence-based, feasible, and durable. 
MacArthur’s Board of Directors will select up to 10 finalists from these high-scoring proposals this 
spring. 
   “MacArthur seeks to generate increased recognition, exposure, and support for the high-impact ideas 
designated as the Top 100,” said Cecilia Conrad, CEO of Lever for Change and MacArthur Managing 
Director, 100&Change. “Based on our experience in the first round of 100&Change, we know the 
competition will produce multiple compelling and fundable ideas. We are committed to matching 
philanthropists with powerful solutions and problem solvers to accelerate social change.”… 

https://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media
https://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation
https://www.akdn.org/press-release/cambridge-trust-and-university-central-asia-renew-agreement-faculty-development
https://www.akdn.org/press-release/university-central-asia-signs-historic-partnership-agreement-university-cambridge
https://www.akdn.org/press-release/university-central-asia-signs-historic-partnership-agreement-university-cambridge
http://www.macfound.org/
https://www.macfound.org/press/grantee-publications/shared-understanding-facial-recognition/
https://www.partnershiponai.org/facial-recognition-systems/
https://www.partnershiponai.org/
https://www.macfound.org/press/press-releases/announcing-top-100-proposals-100-million-grant/
https://www.macfound.org/press/perspectives/peer-review-authentic-rarified-glimpse/
https://www.macfound.org/press/perspectives/extraordinary-group-leaders-thinkers-and-experts/
https://www.macfound.org/press/article/frequently-asked-questions/


   

  

 
 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation   [to 29 Feb 2020] 

https://mellon.org/ 
Mellon News 
Grantee News 
Creating a Diverse, 21st-Century Performing Arts Canon at the Apollo Theater 
February 27, 2020 
 
Shared Experiences Blog 
Mellon at 50: Possibilities and Challenges in Higher Learning Today 
February 2020 
 
 
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://www.moore.org/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Open Society Foundations  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/newsroom 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://www.packard.org/news/ 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Pew Charitable Trusts  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room 
Press Releases & Statements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/ 
The Latest 
If We Fail on Inequality We Will Also Fail on Climate  
Elizabeth Yee Chief of Staff, The Rockefeller Foundation  
Joseph Curtin Director, The Rockefeller Foundation  
Feb 24,2020 
… From The Rockefeller Foundation’s perspective, there is no trade-off between addressing climate 
change and meeting “the living standards and improved living aspirations of the world’s two billion 
poorest people” as our President, Dr. Rajiv J. Shah, shared at Davos. We must, therefore, work at the 
intersection of these two great challenges of our time: rising temperatures and rising inequality. 

https://mellon.org/
https://mellon.org/news-blog/articles/creating-diverse-21st-century-performing-arts-canon-apollo-theater/
https://mellon.org/shared-experiences-blog/mellon-50-possibilities-and-challenges-higher-learning-today/
https://www.moore.org/
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/newsroom
http://www.packard.org/news/
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/blog/if-we-fail-on-inequality-we-will-also-fail-on-climate/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SzBrDGg4HJY


   

  

   These challenges are foremost in the minds of the Climate and Resilience team at the Foundation as 
we chart a roadmap to COP 26, the climate conference that will be hosted by the UK Government in 
Glasgow in November 2020. Part of our work will build on the ground-breaking Power initiative of the 
Foundation, specifically the investments in microgrids and other distributed renewable energy 
technologies in India, Myanmar, Puerto Rico, and countries in Sub-Saharan Africa. As Dr. Shah noted, 
“We know that solar technology and improved battery and storage solutions can provide power at a 
lower cost fully loaded than any coal plant connected to a grid”… 
 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/  
Latest News and Highlights 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Science Philanthropy Alliance   [to 29 Feb 2020] 
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/ 
“…a group of organizations working together to increase philanthropic support for basic scientific 
research on a global basis…” 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SDG Philanthropy Platform 
http://sdgfunders.org/ 
SDG Philanthropy Platform is a collaboration between philanthropy and the greater international 
development community led by Foundation Center, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
and Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, and supported by the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, Ford 
Foundation and the MasterCard Foundation, the Brach Family Foundation, and other key organizations 
such as Asociación de Fundaciones Empresariales (AFE) in Colombia, Brach Family Charitable 
Foundation, CAF America, Council on Foundations, East Africa Association of Grantmakers (EAAG), 
European Foundation Centre, Filantropi Indonesia (FI), GlobalGiving, The Humanitarian Forum, World 
Congress of Muslim Philanthropists, and Worldwide Initiatives for Grantmaker Support (WINGS). 
Selected Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://sloan.org/about/press  
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
Opinion | 27 February 2020  
Global institutions must act urgently and decisively to tackle COVID-19 
Jeremy Farrar, Director Wellcome Trust 
   The COVID-19 outbreak is not just a public health crisis, it’s rapidly becoming a global crisis – of 
health, economics and politics. 

http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom/news-releases.html
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/
http://sdgfunders.org/
https://sloan.org/about/press
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news/global-institutions-must-act-urgently-and-decisively-tackle-covid-19


   

  

[See Week in Review above] 
 

:::::: 
 
Candid [formerly Foundation Center and GuideStar]  [to 29 Feb 2020 
https://candid.org/about/press-room?fcref=pg 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Council on Foundations  [to 29 Feb 2020] 
https://www.cof.org/newsroom 
Newsroom 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
*                       *                       *                        * 
 
 

:: Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in human 
rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be exhaustive. We will 
add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon recommendation from 
readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content but note that successful access 
to some of the articles and other content may require subscription or other access arrangement unique 
to the publisher. Please suggest additional journals you feel warrant coverage. 
 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
March 2020 Volume 48, Issue 3, p239-354  
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
March 2020 Volume 58, Issue 3, p313-472  
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
March 2020  110(33) 
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
Volume 102, Issue 2, February 2020  
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/14761645/102/2 

https://candid.org/about/press-room?fcref=pg
https://www.cof.org/newsroom
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/14761645/102/2


   

  

[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
18 February 2020 Vol: 172, Issue 4  
http://annals.org/aim/issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Antiquity – A Review of World Archeology 
Latest Issue: Issue 373 - February 2020 
https://antiquity.ac.uk/latest 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Artificial Intelligence – An International Journal 
Volume 281  April 2020 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/artificial-intelligence/vol/281/suppl/C 
Research article   Abstract only 
Ethical approaches and autonomous systems 
T.J.M. Bench-Capon 
Article 103239 
Abstract 
In this paper we consider how the three main approaches to ethics – deontology, consequentialism and 
virtue ethics – relate to the implementation of ethical agents. We provide a description of each 
approach and how agents might be implemented by designers following the different approaches. 
Although there are numerous examples of agents implemented within the consequentialist and 
deontological approaches, this is not so for virtue ethics. We therefore propose a novel means of 
implementing agents within the virtue ethics approach. It is seen that each approach has its own 
particular strengths and weaknesses when considered as the basis for implementing ethical agents, 
and that the different approaches are appropriate to different kinds of system. 
 
 
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed 29 Feb 2020) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Global Health 
February 2020 - Volume 5 - 2 
https://gh.bmj.com/content/5/2 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 29 Feb 2020) 

http://annals.org/aim/issue
https://antiquity.ac.uk/latest
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/artificial-intelligence/vol/281/suppl/C
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0004370219300621
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/
https://gh.bmj.com/content/5/2
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content


   

  

[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 29 Feb 2020) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Medical Ethics  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 
(Accessed 29 Feb 2020)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Medicine 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content 
(Accessed 29 Feb 2020)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content 
(Accessed 29 Feb 2020) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Public Health 
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles 
(Accessed 29 Feb 2020) 
Impact of mother’s education on full immunization of children aged 12–23 months in 
Eritrea: population and health survey 2010 data analysis  
Although vaccination coverage in Eritrea has improved in recent years, some children are still missing 
out, and it’s important to identify risk factors for lower coverage in order to target campaigns and 
inter...  
Authors: Fitsum Kibreab, Sonia Lewycka and Andebrhan Tewelde 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2020 20:267  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 22 February 2020 
 
 
BMC Research Notes  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content 
(Accessed 29 Feb 2020) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Open 

http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles
https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-020-8281-0
https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-020-8281-0
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content


   

  

January 2020 - Volume 10 - 1 
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Bulletin of the World Health Organization   
Volume 98, Number 2, February 2020, 77-148 
https://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/98/2/en/ 
Special theme: accelerating universal health coverage 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Child Care, Health and Development  
Volume 46, Issue 2   Pages: 155-248  March 2020 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13652214/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Child Abuse and Neglect: The International Journal 
February 2020    Volume 100 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/child-abuse-and-neglect/vol/100/suppl/C 
Child Trafficking: Global Health Care Issues, Perspectives, and Solutions 
Edited by Jordan Greenbaum, Karen Albright, Carmelle Tsai 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Clinical Therapeutics 
January 2020 Volume 42, Issue 1, p1-236  
http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Clinical Trials 
Volume 17 Issue 1, February 2020  
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/ctja/17/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Conflict and Health 
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 29 Feb 2020] 
Episodes of violence suffered by migrants transiting through Libya: a cross-sectional study 
in “Médecins du Monde’s” reception and healthcare centre in Seine-Saint-Denis, France  
The Central Mediterranean Route, passing through Libya, is one of the most dangerous for migrants. 
Episodes of violence have been documented but have not been accurately quantified. The objective of 
the study ...  
Authors: L. Reques, E. Aranda-Fernandez, C. Rolland, A. Grippon, N. Fallet, C. Reboul, N. Godard and 
N. Luhmann 

http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/current
https://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/98/2/en/
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13652214/current
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/child-abuse-and-neglect/vol/100/suppl/C
http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/current
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/ctja/17/1
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/
https://conflictandhealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13031-020-0256-3
https://conflictandhealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13031-020-0256-3


   

  

Citation: Conflict and Health 2020 14:12  
Content type: Short report 
Published on: 28 February 2020 
 
Male and LGBT survivors of sexual violence in conflict situations: a realist review of health 
interventions in low-and middle-income countries  
Conflict-related sexual violence (CRSV) against women and girls has been the subject of increasing 
research and scholarship. Less is known about the health of men, boys and lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender ...  
Authors: Ligia Kiss, Meaghen Quinlan-Davidson, Laura Pasquero, Patricia Ollé Tejero, Charu Hogg, 
Joachim Theis, Andrew Park, Cathy Zimmerman and Mazeda Hossain 
Citation: Conflict and Health 2020 14:11  
Content type: Review 
Published on: 26 February 2020 
 
 
Contemporary Clinical Trials 
Volume 89   February 2020 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/contemporary-clinical-trials/vol/89/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The CRISPR Journal 
Volume 3, Issue 1 / February 2020 
https://www.liebertpub.com/toc/crispr/3/1 
Editorial 
Ushering in the Next CRISPR Decade 
Rodolphe Barrangou 
Page:2 
Published Online:17 February 2020 
 
Perspectives 
Ethical Considerations in Therapeutic Clinical Trials Involving Novel Human Germline-
Editing Technology 
Carolyn Brokowski and Mazhar Adli 
Pages:18–26 
Published Online:17 February 2020 
https://doi.org/10.1089/crispr.2019.0051 
Abstract 
Much of the international community opposes editing the human germline. Yet, given enough 
experience to become better acquainted with strengths and limitations, prominent international figures 
are cautiously optimistic about using CRISPR-like novel technologies for clinical applications. Not only 
might such applications be morally (ethically) permissible, but clinical trials for therapeutic aims could 
be necessary. Here, we assess critical dimensions of early-phase trials deploying germline-editing 
technologies for “bench-to-bedside” translation. While assuming no overarching position favoring or 
opposing such research, our discussion primarily focuses on normative considerations. First, we 
evaluate the imperative of conducting trials to produce reliable, reproducible knowledge and 
advancement, if possible, for human diseases that are incurable and/or whose treatments are deficient. 

https://conflictandhealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13031-020-0254-5
https://conflictandhealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13031-020-0254-5
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/contemporary-clinical-trials/vol/89/suppl/C
https://www.liebertpub.com/toc/crispr/3/1
https://www.liebertpub.com/doi/10.1089/crispr.2020.29085.rba
https://www.liebertpub.com/doi/10.1089/crispr.2019.0051
https://www.liebertpub.com/doi/10.1089/crispr.2019.0051
https://www.liebertpub.com/author/Adli%2C+Mazhar


   

  

Second, we address complexities in assessing risk and potential-benefit profiles. Third, we review the 
moral foundations of trial participation through well-established and accepted bioethical principles: 
autonomy, nonmaleficence, beneficence, and distributive justice. Finally, we raise critical questions 
about the scope of regulatory authority and investigator and funder accountability for these 
applications that could have everlasting impacts. 
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city-focused alliances, and displaced people themselves debate the challenges facing both the urban 
authorities and their partners, and the people who come to live there. The issue also includes two 
‘general’ articles on other topics. 
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identified gene modulators of the anticancer immune response. Integrating these data on the TIDE 
web platform with three interactive analysis modules, we demonstrate the utility of public data reuse in 
hypothesis generation, biomarker optimization, and patient stratification. 
 
 
Geoheritage  
Volume 12, Issue 1, March 2020 
https://link.springer.com/journal/12371/12/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Health Action  
Volume 12, 2019  Issue 1 
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/zgha20/12/sup1?nav=tocList 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 

http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/sfds20/current
https://gatesopenresearch.org/browse/articles
https://genomemedicine.biomedcentral.com/articles
https://genomemedicine.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13073-020-0721-z
http://tide.dfci.harvard.edu/
https://link.springer.com/journal/12371/12/1
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/zgha20/12/sup1?nav=tocList


   

  

 
Global Health: Science and Practice (GHSP) 
Vol. 7, No. 4   December 23, 2019  
http://www.ghspjournal.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Public Health  
Volume 15, 2020   Issue 3 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rgph20/current 
Article 
Mental health and psychosocial support needs among people displaced by Boko Haram in 
Nigeria 
Bonnie N. Kaiser, Cynthia Ticao, Jeremy Boglosa, John Minto, Charles Chikwiramadara, Melissa Tucker 
& Brandon A. Kohrt 
Pages: 358-371 
Published online: 19 Sep 2019 
 
Article 
Disruption, changes, and adaptation: Experiences with chronic conditions in Mozambique, 
Nepal and Peru 
Maria Amalia Pesantes, Claire Somerville, Suman Bahadur Singh, Silvana Perez-Leon, Tavares Madede, 
Suzanne Suggs & David Beran 
Pages: 372-383 
Published online: 09 Oct 2019 
 
Article 
Conceptualising the effect of access to electricity on health in low- and middle-income 
countries: A systematic review 
Bridget R. Irwin, Klesta Hoxha & Karen A. Grépin 
Pages: 452-473 
Published online: 26 Nov 2019 
 
 
Globalization and Health 
http://www.globalizationandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 29 Feb 2020] 
Leaving no one behind: lessons from implementation of policies for universal HIV 
treatment to universal health coverage  
Authors: Yibeltal Assefa, Peter S. Hill, Wim Van Damme, Judith Dean and Charles F. Gilks 
Content type: Research 
24 February 2020 
 
 
Health Affairs  
Vol. 39, No. 2   February 2020 
https://www.healthaffairs.org/toc/hlthaff/current 
Opioids, Investing In Social Determinants & More 

http://www.ghspjournal.org/content/current
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rgph20/current
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17441692.2019.1665082
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17441692.2019.1665082
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Kaiser%2C+Bonnie+N
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Ticao%2C+Cynthia
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Boglosa%2C+Jeremy
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Minto%2C+John
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Chikwiramadara%2C+Charles
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Tucker%2C+Melissa
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Kohrt%2C+Brandon+A
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17441692.2019.1668453
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17441692.2019.1668453
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Pesantes%2C+Maria+Amalia
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Somerville%2C+Claire
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Singh%2C+Suman+Bahadur
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Perez-Leon%2C+Silvana
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Madede%2C+Tavares
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Suggs%2C+Suzanne
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Beran%2C+David
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17441692.2019.1695873
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17441692.2019.1695873
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Irwin%2C+Bridget+R
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Hoxha%2C+Klesta
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Gr%C3%A9pin%2C+Karen+A
http://www.globalizationandhealth.com/
https://globalizationandhealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12992-020-00549-4
https://globalizationandhealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12992-020-00549-4
https://www.healthaffairs.org/toc/hlthaff/current


   

  

[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Health and Human Rights 
Volume 21, Issue 2, December 2019 
https://www.hhrjournal.org/volume-21-issue-2-december-2019/ 
Special Section: Abortion in the Middle East and North Africa 
Special Section: Abortion Law Reform 
Special Section: Human Rights for Health across the United Nations  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Economics, Policy and Law  
Volume 15 - Issue 1 - January 2020  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/health-economics-policy-and-law/latest-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Policy and Planning 
Volume 34, Issue Supplement_3, December 2019 
https://academic.oup.com/heapol/issue/34/Supplement_3 
Access to Medicines through Health Systems in Low- and Middle-Income Countries  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Research Policy and Systems 
http://www.health-policy-systems.com/content 
[Accessed 29 Feb 2020] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Human Gene Therapy 
Volume 31, Issue 3-4 / February 2020 
https://www.liebertpub.com/toc/hum/31/3-4 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Human Rights Quarterly 
Volume 42, Number 1, February 2020 
https://muse.jhu.edu/issue/41782 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Humanitarian Exchange Magazine 
Number 76,  January 2020  
https://odihpn.org/magazine/the-crisis-in-yemen/ 
The Crisis in Yemen 
by HPN  

https://www.hhrjournal.org/volume-21-issue-2-december-2019/
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/health-economics-policy-and-law/latest-issue
https://academic.oup.com/heapol/issue/34/Supplement_3
http://www.health-policy-systems.com/content
https://www.liebertpub.com/toc/hum/31/3-4
https://muse.jhu.edu/issue/41782
https://odihpn.org/magazine/the-crisis-in-yemen/


   

  

This edition of Humanitarian Exchange focuses on the crisis in Yemen. Since the war there began in 
2014, thousands of civilians have been killed or injured and air strikes and ground operations have 
destroyed hospitals, schools and critical infrastructure. An estimated 80% of Yemenis need 
humanitarian assistance. 
 
In the lead article, Laurie Lee highlights the critical role Yemenis and Yemeni organisations are playing 
in addressing the humanitarian challenges in the country, and how NGOs can better support them. 
Genevieve Gauthier and Marcus Skinner reinforce this point with reference to two local organisations, 
the Yemen Women’s Union and Al Hikma. Warda Saleh, the founder of another Yemeni grassroots 
organisation, discusses the increased risk of gender-based violence facing women and girls, while 
Ibrahim Jalal and Sherine El Taraboulsi-McCarthy focus on internal displacement and the opportunities 
for a more effective humanitarian response. Reflecting on child protection programming in Yemen, 
Mohammed Alshamaa  and Amanda Brydon conclude that multisectoral approaches with local 
authorities result in better and more sustainable outcomes. Padraic McCluskey and Jana Brandt 
consider the ethical dilemmas Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) faced in trying to balance quality and 
coverage in a mother and child hospital in Taiz. Lindsay Spainhour Baker and colleagues reflect on the 
challenges involved in gathering and analysing information on the humanitarian situation while Lamis 
Al-Iryani, Sikandra Kurdi and Sarah Palmer-Felgate discuss the findings from an evaluation of the 
Yemen Social Fund for Development (SFD) Cash for Nutrition programme. An article by Kristine 
Beckerle and Osamah Al-Fakih details Yemeni and international organisations’ efforts to document and 
mitigate harm to civilians caught up in the conflict. The edition ends with a piece by Fanny Pettibon, 
Anica Heinlein and Dhabie Brown outlining CARE’s advocacy on the arms trade. 
 
Finally, readers will note that this edition is shorter than usual, largely because it was very difficult to 
persuade potential authors to write on the Yemen crisis. Many of the individuals and organisations we 
contacted were either too busy responding or were concerned that writing frankly about their work 
could negatively affect their operations. HPN has covered many similarly sensitive contexts in 
Humanitarian Exchange over the last 26 years, but this is the first time we have experienced such 
reluctance to engage. A worrying sign. 
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In this Viewpoint, Gostin and colleagues review the emerging novel coronavirus (2019-nCoV) outbreak, 
discuss the public health benefits and risks of the Chinese government’s large city quarantines, and call 
for WHO leadership to coordinate a global coordinated response that could contain this and prevent 
similar future outbreaks. 
   Clinical Review Audio: Dr Anthony Fauci: What Clinicians Need to Know About Coronavirus (CME)  
   Audio Interview: COVID-19 Update From China  
 
 
JAMA Pediatrics  
February 2020, Vol 174, No. 2, Pages 109-217  
http://archpedi.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
JBI Database of Systematic Review and Implementation Reports  
February 2020 - Volume 18 - Issue 2  
https://journals.lww.com/jbisrir/Pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Adolescent Health 
February 2020 Volume 66, Issue 2, p133-264  
https://www.jahonline.org/issue/S1054-139X(19)X0007-5 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Journal of Artificial Intelligence Research 
Vol. 67 (2020)  
https://www.jair.org/index.php/jair 
Articles 
Jointly Improving Parsing and Perception for Natural Language Commands through 
Human-Robot Dialog  
Jesse Thomason, Aishwarya Padmakumar, Jivko Sinapov, Nick Walker, Yuqian Jiang, Harel Yedidsion, 
Justin Hart, Peter Stone, Raymond J. Mooney  
327-374  
 
 
Journal of Community Health  
Volume 45, Issue 1, February 2020 
https://link.springer.com/journal/10900/45/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Cultural Heritage 
Volume 41   Pages 1-270 (January–February 2020) 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/journal-of-cultural-heritage/vol/41/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 

https://jamanetwork.com/learning/audio-player/18204100
https://jamanetwork.com/learning/audio-player/18234306
http://archpedi.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx
https://journals.lww.com/jbisrir/Pages/currenttoc.aspx
https://www.jahonline.org/issue/S1054-139X(19)X0007-5
https://www.jair.org/index.php/jair
https://www.jair.org/index.php/jair/article/view/11485
https://www.jair.org/index.php/jair/article/view/11485
https://link.springer.com/journal/10900/45/1
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/journal-of-cultural-heritage/vol/41/suppl/C


   

  

 
Journal of Cultural Heritage Management and Sustainable Development 
2019: Volume 9 Issue 4 
https://www.emerald.com/insight/publication/issn/2044-1266/vol/9/iss/4 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Development Economics 
Volume 143  March 2020 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/journal-of-development-economics/vol/143/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Empirical Research on Human Research Ethics 
Volume 15 Issue 1-2, February-April 2020  
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/jre/current 
Special Issue: Ethical Issues in Social Media Research 
Ethics Review of Social Media Research 
Ethical Considerations in Using Social Media to Engage Research Participants: Perspectives 
of Australian Researchers and Ethics Committee Members 
Stacey Hokke, Naomi J. Hackworth, Shannon K. Bennetts, Jan M. Nicholson, Patrick Keyzer, Jayne 
Lucke, Lawrie Zion, Sharinne B. Crawford  
First Published June 14, 2019; pp. 12–27 
 
Reasoning “Uncharted Territory”: Notions of Expertise Within Ethics Review Panels 
Assessing Research Use of Social Media 
Chelsea Sellers, Gabrielle Samuel, Gemma Derrick 
First Published December 12, 2019; pp. 28–39 
 
Linking Survey and Twitter Data: Informed Consent, Disclosure, Security, and Archiving 
Luke Sloan, Curtis Jessop, Tarek Al Baghal, Matthew Williams 
First Published June 21, 2019; pp. 63–76 

 

 
Journal of Epidemiology & Community Health 
February 2020 - Volume 74 - 2 
https://jech.bmj.com/content/74/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Evidence-Based Medicine 
Volume 13, Issue 1  Pages: 1-88  February 2020 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/17565391/current 
ARTICLES 
Preliminary prediction of the basic reproduction number of the Wuhan novel coronavirus 
2019‐nCoV 
Tao Zhou et al 
Pages: 3-7  First Published: 12 February 2020 

https://www.emerald.com/insight/publication/issn/2044-1266/vol/9/iss/4
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/journal-of-development-economics/vol/143/suppl/C
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/jre/current
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1556264619854629
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1556264619854629
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1556264619854629
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1556264619854629
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/jre/current
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/jre/current
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/jre/current
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/jre/current
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/jre/current
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/jre/current
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/jre/current
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/jre/current
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/jre/current
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1556264619837088
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1556264619837088
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1556264619837088
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1556264619837088
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/jre/current
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/jre/current
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/jre/current
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1556264619853447
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1556264619853447
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/jre/current
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/jre/current
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/jre/current
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/jre/current
https://jech.bmj.com/content/74/1
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/17565391/current
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/jebm.12376
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/jebm.12376
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/jebm.12376
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/jebm.12376
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/doSearch?ContribAuthorStored=Zhou%2C+Tao


   

  

 
REVIEWS 
Open Access 
Brief introduction of medical database and data mining technology in big data era 
Jin Yang et al 
Pages: 57-69 
First Published: 22 February 2020 
 
 
Journal of Global Ethics  
Volume 15, Issue 3, 2019 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rjge20/current 
Special Issue: Global Justice and Childhood 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Health Care for the Poor and Underserved (JHCPU) 
Volume 31, Number 1, February 2020 
https://muse.jhu.edu/journal/278 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Human Trafficking 
Volume 5, Issue 4, 2019 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/uhmt20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Humanitarian Logistics and Supply Chain Management 
Volume 10 Issue 1   2020 
https://www.emerald.com/insight/publication/issn/2042-6747/vol/10/iss/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Immigrant and Minority Health  
Volume 22, Issue 1, February 2020 
https://link.springer.com/journal/10903/22/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Immigrant & Refugee Studies  
Volume 18, 2020  Issue 1 
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/wimm20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Infectious Diseases 
Volume 221, Issue 2, 15 January 2020 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/jebm.12373
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/jebm.12373
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/doSearch?ContribAuthorStored=Yang%2C+Jin
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rjge20/current
https://muse.jhu.edu/journal/278
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/uhmt20/current
https://www.emerald.com/insight/publication/issn/2042-6747/vol/10/iss/1
https://link.springer.com/journal/10903/22/1
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/wimm20/current


   

  

https://academic.oup.com/jid/issue/221/2 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of International Development 
Volume 32, Issue 1 Pages: 1-127   January 2020 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/10991328/current 
Special Issue and Policy Arena: The Global and the Local in Engineering and International 
Development 
Issue Edited by: Peter Robbins, David Wield, Gordon Wilson 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Medical Ethics 
March 2020 - Volume 46 - 3 
http://jme.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Operations Management 
Volume 66, Issue 1-2   Pages: 1-256  January/March 2020 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/18731317/current 
Special Issue: Delivering Effective Healthcare at Lower Cost 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Patient-Centered Research and Reviews 
Volume 7, Issue 1 (2020)  
https://digitalrepository.aurorahealthcare.org/jpcrr/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Pediatrics 
February 2020 Volume 217, p1-224  
http://www.jpeds.com/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Pharmaceutical Policy and Practice 
https://joppp.biomedcentral.com/ 
[Accessed 29 Feb 2020] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Journal of Public Health Management & Practice 
January/February 2020 - Volume 26 - Issue 1  
https://journals.lww.com/jphmp/pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier] 

https://academic.oup.com/jid/issue/221/2
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/10991328/current
http://jme.bmj.com/content/current
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/18731317/current
https://digitalrepository.aurorahealthcare.org/jpcrr/
http://www.jpeds.com/current
https://joppp.biomedcentral.com/
https://journals.lww.com/jphmp/pages/currenttoc.aspx


   

  

 
 
Journal of Public Health Policy 
Volume 41, Issue 1, March 2020 
https://link.springer.com/journal/41271/41/1 
Viewpoint 
Climate crisis, health equity, and democratic governance: the need to act together  
Nancy Krieger 
 
 
Journal of Refugee & Global Health  
Volume 2, Issue 2 (2019)  
https://ir.library.louisville.edu/rgh/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of the Royal Society – Interface 
01 February 2020  Volume 17  Issue 163 
https://royalsocietypublishing.org/toc/rsif/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Travel Medicine  
Volume 27, Issue 1, January 2020 
https://academic.oup.com/jtm/issue/27/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The Lancet 
Feb 29, 2020   Volume 395  Number 10225  p659-754, e41 
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/issue/current 
Editorial 
Rare diseases need sustainable options 
The Lancet 
 
Comment 
Do not violate the International Health Regulations during the COVID-19 outbreak 
Roojin Habibi, et al 
 
Articles 
Nowcasting and forecasting the potential domestic and international spread of the 2019-
nCoV outbreak originating in Wuhan, China: a modelling study 
Joseph T Wu, Kathy Leung, Gabriel M Leung 
  
 
The Lancet Child & Adolescent Health 
Feb 2020   Volume 4  Number 2  p91-166, e5 
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanchi/issue/current 

https://link.springer.com/journal/41271/41/1
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1057/s41271-019-00209-x
https://ir.library.louisville.edu/rgh/
https://royalsocietypublishing.org/toc/rsif/current
https://academic.oup.com/jtm/issue/27/1
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/issue/current
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)30457-8/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)30373-1/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)30260-9/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)30260-9/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanchi/issue/current


   

  

[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Lancet Digital Health  
Feb 2020   Volume 2  Number 2  e49-e101 
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/landig/issue/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Lancet Global Health 
Feb 2020   Volume 8  Number 2  e152-e304 
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/issue/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Lancet Infectious Diseases 
Feb 2020   Volume 20  Number 2  p145-260, e26-e62 
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/issue/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Lancet Public Health 
Feb 2020   Volume 5  Number 2  e71-e126 
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpub/issue/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Lancet Respiratory Medicine 
Feb 2020  Volume 8  Number 2  p125-216, e4-e7 
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanres/issue/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Maternal and Child Health Journal  
Volume 24, Issue 2, February 2020 
https://link.springer.com/journal/10995/24/2 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Medical Decision Making (MDM) 
Volume 40 Issue 1, January 2020  
http://mdm.sagepub.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The Milbank Quarterly 
A Multidisciplinary Journal of Population Health and Health Policy  
Volume 97, Issue 4   Pages: 881-1242  December 2019 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/landig/issue/current
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/issue/current
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/issue/current
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpub/issue/current
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanres/issue/current
https://link.springer.com/journal/10995/24/2
http://mdm.sagepub.com/content/current


   

  

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14680009/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Nature 
Volume 578 Issue 7796, 27 February 2020 
http://www.nature.com/nature/current_issue.html 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Nature Biotechnology 
Volume 38 Issue 2, February 2020 
https://www.nature.com/nbt/volumes/38/issues/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Nature Genetics 
Volume 52 Issue 2, February 2020 
https://www.nature.com/ng/volumes/52/issues/2 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Nature Medicine 
Volume 26 Issue 2, February 2020 
https://www.nature.com/nm/volumes/26/issues/2 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Nature Reviews Genetics 
Volume 21 Issue 2, February 2020 
https://www.nature.com/nrg/volumes/21/issues/2 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Nature Reviews Immunology 
Volume 20 Issue 2, February 2020 
https://www.nature.com/nri/volumes/20/issues/2 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
New England Journal of Medicine 
February 27, 2020   Vol. 382 No. 9 
http://www.nejm.org/toc/nejm/medical-journal 
Perspective 
Influenza in U.S. Detention Centers — The Desperate Need for Immunization 
C. Foppiano Palacios, J.J. Openshaw, and M.A. Travassos 
 
Perspective 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14680009/current
http://www.nature.com/nature/current_issue.html
https://www.nature.com/nbt/volumes/38/issues/1
https://www.nature.com/ng/volumes/52/issues/2
https://www.nature.com/nm/volumes/26/issues/2
https://www.nature.com/nrg/volumes/21/issues/2
https://www.nature.com/nri/volumes/20/issues/2
http://www.nejm.org/toc/nejm/medical-journal
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp1916894


   

  

Transforming Global Health with AI 
M.C. Mehta, I.T. Katz, and A.K. Jha 
   Artificial intelligence could revolutionize health and health care in low- and middle-income countries 
by addressing the large knowledge and judgment gaps that make care delivery poor. But for AI to fulfill 
this promise, some key challenges will need to be addressed. 
 
 
Nonprofit and Voluntary Sector Quarterly 
Volume 49 Issue 1, February 2020  
http://nvs.sagepub.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Pediatrics  
February 01, 2020; Volume 145,Issue 2  
https://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/145/2 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Pharmaceutics  
Volume 12, Issue 1 (January 2020) 
https://www.mdpi.com/1999-4923/12/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
PharmacoEconomics  
Volume 38, Issue 2, February 2020 
https://link.springer.com/journal/40273/38/2 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
PLoS Genetics 
https://journals.plos.org/plosgenetics/ 
(Accessed 29 Feb 2020)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
PLoS Medicine 
http://www.plosmedicine.org/   
(Accessed 29 Feb 2020)  
[No new digest content identified]  
 
 
PLoS Neglected Tropical Diseases 
http://www.plosntds.org/  
(Accessed 29 Feb 2020)  
[No new digest content identified]  
 

https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp1912079
http://nvs.sagepub.com/content/current
https://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/145/2
https://www.mdpi.com/1999-4923/12/1
https://link.springer.com/journal/40273/38/2
https://journals.plos.org/plosgenetics/
http://www.plosmedicine.org/
http://www.plosntds.org/


   

  

 
PLoS One 
http://www.plosone.org/ 
(Accessed 29 Feb 2020)  
[No new digest content identified]  
 
 
PNAS - Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States  
of America 
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/ 
[Accessed 29 Feb 2020] 
[No new digest content identified]  
 
 
Prehospital & Disaster Medicine 
Volume 35 - Issue 1 - February 2020  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/prehospital-and-disaster-medicine/latest-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Preventive Medicine 
Volume 131  February 2020 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/preventive-medicine/vol/131/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Proceedings of the Royal Society B 
12 February 2020  Volume 287  Issue 1920 
https://royalsocietypublishing.org/toc/rspb/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Public Health   
Volume 179   Pages A1-A2, 1-198 (February 2020) 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/public-health/vol/179/suppl/C 
Research article   Abstract only 
Factors associated with Tdap vaccination receipt during pregnancy: a cross-sectional study 
D.P. Wales, S. Khan, D. Suresh, A. Ata, B. Morris 
Pages 38-44 
 
 
Public Health Ethics  
Volume 12, Issue 3, November 2019 
http://phe.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Public Health Reports 

http://www.plosone.org/
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/recent
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/prehospital-and-disaster-medicine/latest-issue
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/preventive-medicine/vol/131/suppl/C
https://royalsocietypublishing.org/toc/rspb/current
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/public-health/vol/179/suppl/C
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S003335061930318X
http://phe.oxfordjournals.org/content/current


   

  

Volume 135 Issue 2, March/April 2020  
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/phrg/135/2 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Qualitative Health Research  
Volume 30 Issue 4, March 2020  
http://qhr.sagepub.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Refugee Survey Quarterly 
Volume 38, Issue 4, December 2019 
http://rsq.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
 [Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Research Ethics 
Volume 15 Issue 3-4, July-October 2019  
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/reab/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Reproductive Health 
http://www.reproductive-health-journal.com/content 
[Accessed 29 Feb 2020]  
“Promote locally led initiatives to fight female genital mutilation/cutting (FGM/C)” lessons 
from anti-FGM/C advocates in rural Kenya  
Authors: Purity Mwendwa, Naomi Mutea, Mary Joy Kaimuri, Aoife De Brún and Thilo Kroll 
Content type: Research 
28 February 2020 
 
 
Revista Panamericana de Salud Pública/Pan American Journal of Public Health 
(RPSP/PAJPH)  
https://www.paho.org/journal/en 
Latest articles 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Risk Analysis     
Volume 40, Issue 2  Pages: 215-438  February 2020 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/15396924/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Risk Management and Healthcare Policy 
https://www.dovepress.com/risk-management-and-healthcare-policy-archive56 

https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/phrg/135/2
http://qhr.sagepub.com/content/current
http://rsq.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/reab/current
http://www.reproductive-health-journal.com/content
https://reproductive-health-journal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12978-020-0884-5
https://reproductive-health-journal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12978-020-0884-5
https://www.paho.org/journal/en
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/15396924/current
https://www.dovepress.com/risk-management-and-healthcare-policy-archive56


   

  

[Accessed 29 Feb 2020] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Science  
28 February 2020   Vol 367, Issue 6481 
http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Science Translational Medicine  
26 February 2020  Vol 12, Issue 532 
https://stm.sciencemag.org/ 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Social Science & Medicine 
Volume 246  February 2020 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/social-science-and-medicine/vol/246/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Stability: International Journal of Security & Development  
http://www.stabilityjournal.org/articles 
[Accessed 29 Feb 2020]  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Stanford Social Innovation Review 
Winter 2020   Volume 18, Number 1  
https://ssir.org/issue/winter_2020# 
   Creating lasting social change often requires changing public attitude, not just public policy. Take the 
movements for marriage equality and against smoking in the United States, for example. Learn the six-
step framework that others have used to successfully change public opinion in the cover article 
“Aspirational Communication” in the Winter 2020 issue of Stanford Social Innovation Review. 
 
 
Systematic Reviews  
https://systematicreviewsjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles 
[Accessed 29 Feb 2020]  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Torture Journal 
2019  Volume 29 - No.3 
https://irct.org/publications/torture-journal/143 
   This issue of the Torture Journal takes its focus on measuring torture rehabilitation processes and 
results. Scientific contributions on this subject include a measurement of rehabilitation outcomes with 

http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl
https://stm.sciencemag.org/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/social-science-and-medicine/vol/246/suppl/C
http://www.stabilityjournal.org/articles
https://ssir.org/issue/winter_2020
https://systematicreviewsjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles
https://irct.org/publications/torture-journal/143
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