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:: Week in Review  
A highly selective capture of strategic developments, research, commentary, analysis and 
announcements spanning Human Rights Action, Humanitarian Response, Health, Education, Holistic 
Development, Heritage Stewardship, Sustainable Resilience. Achieving a balance across these broad 
themes is a challenge and we appreciate your observations and ideas in this regard. This is not 
intended to be a "news and events" digest. 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Migration  
 
Open Letter by 152 Organisations: Protect our laws and humanity 
The undersigned organisations are deeply concerned about recent developments at the Evros border 
and the Aegean islands where people are stranded at the borders of Europe. 
09.03.20 
To: 
Prime Minister of the Hellenic Republic, Kyriakos Mitsotakis 
President of the European Parliament, David Sassoli 
President of the European Council, Charles Michel 
President of the European Commission, Ursula von der Leyen 
 
Athens, 6 March 2020 – The undersigned organisations are deeply concerned about recent 
developments at the Evros border and the Aegean islands where people are stranded at the borders of 
Europe, instrumentalized for political purposes, and subject to violations of their rights. We are also 
deeply concerned about the way the authorities of Greece and the European Union are handling new 
arrivals. Equally alarming are the extreme actions by security forces against refugees and by civilians 
against staff of human rights and humanitarian organizations. We would also like to point out that the 
climate of panic and rhetoric of 'asymmetric threat' –also promoted by the authorities– does not reflect 
reality and seriously affects not only vulnerable refugees- but also our society and the rule of law as a 
whole. 
 
Specifically: 
We firmly express our opposition to the recent decisions of the Greek Governmental Council on Foreign 
Affairs and Defense (KYSEA), and in particular the adoption of the Emergency Legislative Decree, 
which stipulates the suspension of the right to seek asylum for all people entering the country and their 
return without registration, to their countries of origin or transit. Applying such a regulatory provision is 
inhumane and illegal as it violates the fundamental principle of non-refoulement, incurs international 
responsibilities for Greece and endangers human lives. It is beyond dispute that Greece has the 
sovereign competence to control its borders and to manage any crossings there. Nevertheless, the 
right to seek asylum is a fundamental human right enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights and the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights. 
 
We also denounce the attacks on organizations that defend human rights and humanitarian 
organizations, noting that without the support of these organizations, the refugee management system 
in Greece would collapse. In addition, solidarity has been stigmatized and become the target of 
suspicion, which has been also exacerbated by members of the Government, fomenting violence and 

https://drc.ngo/news/open-letter-by-152-organisations


   

  

lawlessness in society in general. We denounce any statements, actions or policies that foment or 
tolerate bigotry. 
 
We call upon the Greek Government to: 
:: Withdraw the illegal and unconstitutional Emergency Legislative Decree and to respect the 
obligations of the Greek State concerning the protection of human life and rescue at sea and at the 
land borders. 
 
:: Immediately stop returning people to states where their lives and freedom are at risk, or where they 
are at risk of being subjected to torture or other inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment. 
 
:: Immediately alleviate overcrowding on the islands by relocating asylum seekers to the mainland, 
protecting their well-being and health. Priority should be given to the most vulnerable, unaccompanied 
minors and families with children. 
 
:: Take the necessary measures to protect every person from acts of violence, victimization and racism. 
 
We recall that the EU should assume substantial responsibilities for the protection of people on the 
move in a manner that demonstrates respect for human dignity and lawfulness and as a matter of 
shared responsibility among EU member states in the context of managing what is, first and foremost, 
a European issue. The right to asylum and the respect for the principle of non-refoulement are 
fundamental elements of international and EU law and therefore the authorities of the European Union 
must take the necessary measures for their protection. 
 
Therefore: 
:: The European Commission, as the guardian of the Treaties, should protect the right to asylum as 
enshrined in EU law. Therefore, it should reverse the “aspida (shield)” rhetoric used by Greece and 
urge it to assume its legal obligations. 
 
:: EU Member States should re-establish immediately the mechanisms for the relocation of refugees 
and asylum seekers from Greece to other Member States, in a fair and rational manner, with priority 
given to unaccompanied children. EU Member States should increase resettlement of refugees directly 
from Turkey. 
 
::  EU Member States and institutions should revise the EU-Turkey Statement, which –in addition to 
legal lacunae– has now proven to be an unpredictable and unsustainable political tool for border 
management. 
 
In closing, we call on all sides to respect the law and safeguard European democratic values. Any 
further backsliding will have major consequences on European societies, European democracy and the 
rule of law. 
 
:::::: 
 
United States Agency for International Development and United States Customs and 
Border Protection Sign Memorandum of Understanding to Address Illegal Immigration  
March 13, 2020 

https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/mar-13-2020-usaid-and-cbp-memorandum-understanding-illegal-immigration
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/mar-13-2020-usaid-and-cbp-memorandum-understanding-illegal-immigration


   

  

Agreement will enable USAID to use apprehension data to better target programming in Central 
America to populations most likely to attempt to migrate illegally to the United States 
   On March 12, 2020, United States Agency for International Development (USAID) Assistant 
Administrator for Latin America and the Caribbean John D. Barsa signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) with Robert E. Perez, Deputy Commissioner for United States Customs and 
Border Protection (CBP) within the U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS). As part of the Trump 
Administration's strategy to advance U.S. national security and prosperity, this new agreement will 
enable USAID to use apprehension data collected by DHS/CBP to target foreign-assistance programs 
within Central America to focus on curbing illegal immigration to the United States. Using this 
information, including de-identified data on migrants' country of citizenship, place of birth, city and 
country of permanent residence, age, and sex, USAID will be better-equipped to design its 
programming for the specific areas from which people are attempting to immigrate illegally to the 
United States. USAID will not share information on its beneficiaries with DHS/CBP under this MOU. 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Financial Empowerment – Blockchain 
 
Celo Foundation Announces Alliance for Prosperity to Build Financial Tools for 5.6B 
Smartphone Owners 
Grameen Foundation, Mercy Corps, and Andreessen Horowitz among 50 initial member organizations of 
decentralized, global ecosystem 
 
San Francisco, CA (March 11, 2020) -- The Celo Foundation, a nonprofit supporting the development of 
the Celo open blockchain platform, today announced the launch of the Alliance for Prosperity: a 
mission-aligned network of organizations fostering social impact and financial inclusion 
through the use of blockchain technology. As part of these efforts, Alliance Members, which 
include leading technology providers, nonprofits, mobile wallets, payment processors, and global 
investment firms, will build mobile-friendly financial tools on top of the Celo open blockchain platform. 
The Alliance’s goal is to enable more people to use digital currencies — empowering 
anyone with a phone number towards a prosperous future.  
 
Made up of 50 initial members with a combined global reach of hundreds of millions of people, 
including Andreessen Horowitz, the Grameen Foundation, GiveDirectly, Mercy Corps, and a variety of 
organizations around the globe, the Alliance will focus on a range of social impact use cases, including 
powering mobile and online work, enabling faster and affordable remittances, reducing the operational 
complexities of delivering humanitarian aid, facilitating payments, and enabling microlending. While 
each member’s contributions will be unique, their combined efforts will leverage the benefits of 
blockchain technology to make it easier to move digital currencies across borders and create accessible 
financial tools for the 5.6 billion smartphones around the world.  
 
In celebration of the launch and in demonstration of its commitment to financial inclusion, 
the Alliance will be awarding small bounties, #ProsperityGifts, to qualified applicants 
anywhere in the world, who share great ideas to positively impact their local communities. 
With these efforts, the Alliance will deepen its commitment to make a meaningful impact through 
prosperity. 
 

http://grameenfoundation.org/stories/press-releases/celo-foundation-announces-alliance-for-prosperity-to-build-financial-tools-for-5-6b-smartphone-owners
http://grameenfoundation.org/stories/press-releases/celo-foundation-announces-alliance-for-prosperity-to-build-financial-tools-for-5-6b-smartphone-owners
https://celo.org/
http://celo.org/alliance


   

  

“We believe the only way to solve some of the world’s toughest problems is by bringing together 
diverse and mission-aligned organizations to create a future where everyone can share prosperity,” 
said Rene Reinsberg, founder of Celo. “The Alliance will use blockchain technology to reimagine the 
future of money and create inclusive financial tools. From sending money home across borders to 
donating to a humanitarian organization, we want to make sure that money arrives in the right hands 
— not in the pockets of a middleman.” 
 
Celo is an open blockchain platform that makes financial tools accessible to anyone with a 
mobile phone. It can be leveraged to build an ecosystem of powerful mobile applications, 
ranging from easier cash transfer programs to peer-to-peer lending, international 
remittances to digital assets and wallets. Celo’s digital currency — the Celo Dollar 
stablecoin — provides people all over the world with a stable, secure, inexpensive and easy 
way to move money and engage in financial activities that were previously inaccessible to 
them.  
 
“Grameen Foundation envisions a world with universal access to financial services,” said Gigi Gatti, 
Director of Technology for Development at Grameen Foundation. “We are committed to unlock 
financial inclusion barriers to reduce poverty and open economic opportunities for everyone. The 
Alliance for Prosperity gives us a fresh chance to build, interoperate, secure new financial services 
applications — it’s about time to cut the cost of bringing financial services to those who need it most.”  
 
The Alliance is continually growing and comprises members across a range of industries, including 
blockchain and cryptocurrency, finance, venture capital, international remittances, payments, charity 
and philanthropy, telecommunications and education. The following organizations currently make up 
the Alliance: Abra, Alice, AlphaWallet, Anchorage, Appen, Ayannah, A16Z, B12, BC4NB (Blockchain for 
the Next Billion), BeamAndGo, Bidali, Bison Trails, Blockchain Academy Mexico, Blockchain.com, 
Blockchain for Humanity (b4h), Blockchain for Social Impact (BSIC), Blockdaemon, Carbon, cLabs, 
CloudWalk Inc, Cobru, Coinbase, Coinplug, Cryptio, Cryptobuyer, CryptoSavannah, eSolidar, 
Fintech4Good, Flexa, Gitcoin, GiveDirectly, Grameen Foundation, GSMA, KeshoLabs, Laboratoria, Ledn, 
Maple, Mercy Corps, Metadium, Moon, MoonPay, Pipol, Pngme, Polychain, Project Wren, SaldoMX, 
Semicolon Africa, The Giving Block, Utrust, Upright, Yellow Card, and 88i.  
 
To learn more, please visit celo.org/alliance. 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Featured Journal Content – Slavery/Public Health 
 
Public Health   
Volume 180   Pages 1-196 (March 2020) 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/public-health/vol/180/suppl/C 
Research article  Abstract only 
Modern slavery and public health: a rapid evidence assessment and an emergent public 
health approach 
E. Such, C. Laurent, R. Jaipaul, S. Salway 
Pages 168-179 
Highlights 

http://celo.com/alliance
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/public-health/vol/180/suppl/C
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0033350619303385
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0033350619303385


   

  

:: Modern slavery as a public health issue is at an early stage of development. 
:: There is a strong ethical case for public health engagement. 
:: A public health approach includes upstream prevention measures as well as victim-centred services. 
: A holistic framework includes global-, national-, local- and service-level interventions. 
Abstract 
Objectives 
Modern slavery is a human rights violation and a global public health concern. To date, criminal justice 
approaches have dominated attempts to address it. Modern slavery has severe consequences for 
people's mental and physical health, and there is a pressing need to identify and implement effective 
preventative measures. As such, a public health approach to modern slavery requires elucidation. The 
objectives of this study were to explore the case for public health involvement in addressing modern 
slavery and the components of a public health approach and to develop a globally relevant framework 
for public health action. 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Featured Journal Content – Heritage  
 
Journal of Cultural Heritage Management and Sustainable Development 
2020  Volume 10 Issue 1 
https://www.emerald.com/insight/publication/issn/2044-1266/vol/9/iss/4 
Special Issue: Heritage and waste values 
Table Of Contents 
Heritage and waste: introduction 
Susan Ross, Victoria Angel 
Contexts 
   Given the magnitude of waste generated by demolition and disasters, and concerns about resource 
depletion and landfill, increasing attention is being paid in research and policy to partial or complete 
deconstruction, and to methods for salvage and design based on the reuse of reclaimed materials. 
Waste, deconstruction and material reuse are also being considered in the context of environmental 
studies, industrial ecology, and cultural theory. The field of heritage conservation has, however, been 
slow to engage in an equivalent reflection on material waste or reuse. This is despite the frequently 
considerable quantity of discarded materials that may be generated as part not only of inescapable 
demolition but of any given conservation project…  
   This collection of articles draws attention to a growing interest in the transformative contexts and 
processes of disaster, demolition, deconstruction, salvage, reuse and recycling; and the broad range of 
values of the materials generated and or utilized. It makes the case that heritage conservation can play 
a much greater role than it has to date in environmental sustainability, by helping to reduce resource 
consumption and landfill development. Moreover, it highlights opportunities to plan for material reuse 
in ways that are inclusive and socially equitable… 
 
:::::: 
 
PLoS Genetics 
https://journals.plos.org/plosgenetics/ 
(Accessed 14 Mar 2020)  
Research Article 

https://www.emerald.com/insight/publication/issn/2044-1266/vol/9/iss/4
https://www.emerald.com/insight/content/doi/10.1108/JCHMSD-02-2020-116/full/html
https://journals.plos.org/plosgenetics/


   

  

Tracking human population structure through time from whole genome sequences  
Ke Wang, Iain Mathieson, Jared O’Connell, Stephan Schiffels  
| published 09 Mar 2020 PLOS Genetics  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pgen.1008552  
Abstract 
The genetic diversity of humans, like many species, has been shaped by a complex pattern of 
population separations followed by isolation and subsequent admixture. This pattern, reaching at least 
as far back as the appearance of our species in the paleontological record, has left its traces in our 
genomes. Reconstructing a population’s history from these traces is a challenging problem. Here we 
present a novel approach based on the Multiple Sequentially Markovian Coalescent (MSMC) to analyze 
the separation history between populations. Our approach, called MSMC-IM, uses an improved 
implementation of the MSMC (MSMC2) to estimate coalescence rates within and across pairs of 
populations, and then fits a continuous Isolation-Migration model to these rates to obtain a time-
dependent estimate of gene flow. We show, using simulations, that our method can identify complex 
demographic scenarios involving post-split admixture or archaic introgression. We apply MSMC-IM to 
whole genome sequences from 15 worldwide populations, tracking the process of human genetic 
diversification. We detect traces of extremely deep ancestry between some African populations, with 
around 1% of ancestry dating to divergences older than a million years ago. 
Author summary 
Human demographic history is reflected in specific patterns of shared mutations between the genomes 
from different populations. Here we aim to unravel this pattern to infer population structure through 
time with a new approach, called MSMC-IM. Based on estimates of coalescence rates within and across 
populations, MSMC-IM fits a time-dependent migration model to the pairwise rate of coalescences. We 
implemented this approach as an extension to existing software (MSMC2), and tested it with 
simulations exhibiting different histories of admixture and gene flow. We then applied it to the 
genomes from 15 worldwide populations to reveal their pairwise separation history ranging from a few 
thousand up to several million years ago. Among other results, we find evidence for remarkably deep 
population structure in some African population pairs, suggesting that deep ancestry dating to one 
million years ago and older is still present in human populations in small amounts today. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
EMERGENCIES 
 
Coronavirus [COVID-19] 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
 
Editor’s Note: 
   We certainly recognize the velocity of global developments in the COVID-19 pandemic. While we 
have concentrated the most current key reports just below, COVID-19 announcements, analysis and 
commentary will be found throughout this issue, in all sections.  
   Beyond the considerable continuing coverage in the global general media: 
:: Daily WHO situation reports here: https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-
2019/situation-reports 
:: WHO Coronavirus disease (COVID-2019) daily press briefings here: 
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/media-resources/press-briefings 
 

https://journals.plos.org/plosgenetics/article?id=10.1371/journal.pgen.1008552
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pgen.1008552
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/situation-reports
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/situation-reports
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/media-resources/press-briefings


   

  

:::::: 
 
Situation report - 53  [WHO] 
Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19)  
13 March 2020 
[Excerpts] 
SITUATION IN NUMBERS  
Globally :: 132,0 758 confirmed [7499 new]  
China    ::   80,991 confirmed  [11 new]  
            ::   3,180 deaths [07 new] 
Outside of China  
            ::   51,767 confirmed   [7488 new] 
            ::      122  countries/territories/areas [5 new] 
            ::      1775 deaths [335 new] 
 
WHO RISK ASSESSMENT  
China - Very High  
Regional Level – Very High  
Global Level – Very High 
 
HIGHLIGHTS  
:: Five new countries/territories/areas (Jersey, Réunion, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Cuba and 
Guyana) have reported cases of COVID-19 in the past 24 hours.  
 
:: The WHO, UN Foundation and partners launched a first-of-its-kind COVID-19 Solidarity Response 
Fund today. The fund will raise money from a wide range of donors to support the work of the WHO 
and partners to help countries respond to the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
:: Since the onset of the COVID-19 outbreak, Infection Prevention and Control (IPC) has been a major 
factor in preventive and mitigation measures. To ensure evidence-based quality guidance and prompt 
response to global demand, WHO convened a WHO Health Emergencies Programme Experts Advisory 
Panel for IPC.  
 
:: A team of experts from WHO, Global Outbreak Alert and Response Network partners, the Robert 
Koch Institute in Germany and the Chinese Center for Disease Control concluded a technical support 
mission on COVID-19 to Iran on 10 March 2020. During the team’s mission in Iran, the Ministry of 
Health and Medical Education (MOHME) launched a national campaign to control COVID-19.  
 
:::::: 
 
We Cannot Let Fear Go Viral in Fight against COVID 19, says Secretary-General, Stressing 
importance of Moving Forward ‘With Resolve and Without Stigma’ 
11 March 2020  
SG/SM/20004 
 
:::::: 
 

https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/situation-reports/20200313-sitrep-53-covid-19.pdf?sfvrsn=adb3f72_2
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm20004.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm20004.doc.htm


   

  

WHO, UN Foundation and partners launch first-of-its-kind COVID-19 Solidarity Response 
Fund 
13 March 2020   News release 
GENEVA and Washington, D.C. – A new coronavirus disease (COVID-19) Solidarity Response Fund will 
raise money from a wide range of donors to support the work of the World Health Organization (WHO) 
and partners to help countries respond to the COVID-19 pandemic. The fund, the first-of-its-kind, 
enables private individuals, corporations and institutions anywhere in the world to come together to 
directly contribute to global response efforts, and has been created by the United Nations Foundation 
and the Swiss Philanthropy Foundation, together with WHO.   
 
“We are at a critical point in the global response to COVID-19 – we need everyone to get involved in 
this massive effort to keep the world safe,” said Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, WHO Director-
General. “We are immensely grateful to the UN Foundation and the Swiss Philanthropy Foundation for 
coming forward to help us set up this fund. A lot of people and institutions have been saying they want 
to contribute to the fight against the novel coronavirus. Now they can.” 
 
The fund launches with major support already lined up, including from Facebook and Google who have 
instituted a matching scheme for funds raised through their platforms, while individual donors are also 
supporting the fund through www.COVID19ResponseFund.org... 
 
:::::: 
 
COVID-19: IFRC, UNICEF and WHO issue guidance to protect children and support safe 
school operations 
Guidance includes practical actions and checklists for administrators, teachers, parents and children 
10 March 2020    Joint News Release 
   GENEVA/NEW YORK - The International Federation of the Red Cross (IFRC), UNICEF and the World 
Health Organization (WHO) today issued new guidance to help protect children and schools from 
transmission of the COVID-19 virus. The guidance provides critical considerations and practical 
checklists to keep schools safe. It also advises national and local authorities on how to adapt and 
implement emergency plans for educational facilities.  
   In the event of school closures, the guidance includes recommendations to mitigate against the 
possible negative impacts on children’s learning and wellbeing. This means having solid plans in place 
to ensure the continuity of learning, including remote learning options such as online education 
strategies and radio broadcasts of academic content, and access to essential services for all children. 
These plans should also include necessary steps for the eventual safe reopening of schools… 
 
:::::: 
 
The economic impact of COVID-19: Can policy makers avert a multi-trillion dollar crisis? 
UNCTAD/PRESS/PR/2020/003 
Geneva, Switzerland, (09 March 2020)  
:: Debt, delusion and policy drift likely to impact economic effects of health crisis. 
:: Downside scenario sees a $2 trillion shortfall in global income with a $220 billion hit to 
developing countries. 
:: Coordinated policymaking is needed to ensure localized incidents do not impact global markets. 
   The spread of the coronavirus is first and foremost a public health emergency, but it is also, a 
significant economic threat. The so-called “Covid-19” shock will cause a recession in some countries 

https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/13-03-2020-who-un-foundation-and-partners-launch-first-of-its-kind-covid-19-solidarity-response-fund
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/13-03-2020-who-un-foundation-and-partners-launch-first-of-its-kind-covid-19-solidarity-response-fund
http://www.covid19responsefund.org/
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/10-03-2020-covid-19-ifrc-unicef-and-who-issue-guidance-to-protect-children-and-support-safe-school-operations
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/10-03-2020-covid-19-ifrc-unicef-and-who-issue-guidance-to-protect-children-and-support-safe-school-operations
https://unctad.org/en/Pages/PressRelease.aspx?OriginalVersionID=548


   

  

and depress global annual growth this year to below 2.5 per cent, the recessionary threshold for the 
world economy. 
   Even if the worst is avoided, the hit to global income, compared with what forecasters had been 
projecting for 2020 will be capped at around the trillion-dollar mark. But could it be worse? Published 
today, a new UNCTAD analysis suggests why this may be the case. 
   Losses of consumer and investor confidence are the most immediate signs of spreading contagion, 
the analysis suggests. 
   However, a combination of asset price deflation, weaker aggregate demand, heightened debt 
distress and a worsening income distribution could trigger a more vicious downward spiral. Widespread 
insolvency and possibly another “Minsky moment”, a sudden, big collapse of asset values which would 
mark the end of the growth phase of this cycle cannot be ruled out… 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Emergencies 
 
Ebola – DRC+ 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
 
Ebola Outbreak in DRC 83: 10 March 2020  
[Excerpts] 
Situation Update 
No new cases of Ebola virus disease have been reported since 17 February 2020, and on 3 March 
2020, the only person confirmed to have EVD in the last 21 days (Figure 1) was discharged from an 
Ebola Treatment Centre after recovering and testing negative twice for the virus. This is an important 
milestone in the outbreak. However, there is still a high risk of re-emergence of EVD, and a critical 
need to maintain response operations to rapidly detect and respond to any new cases, and to prioritize 
continued survivor support, monitoring and cooperative relationships with the survivors’ associations – 
as outlined in the WHO recommended criteria for declaring the end of the EVD outbreak.… 
 

…Conclusion 
Given the long duration and large magnitude of the Ebola outbreak in the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, there is a high risk of re-emergence of the virus during the lead up to the declaration of the 
end of the outbreak, and for several months following that declaration. These risks are exacerbated by 
potential limitations (e.g. shortages funding, access to communities, competing health emergencies) 
imposed on the response. To mitigate the risk of re-emergence, it is critical to maintain surveillance 
and rapid response capacities, and to prioritize survivor care and the maintenance of cooperative 
relationships with survivors’ associations during and well beyond the 42 days lead up to the end of 
outbreak declaration. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Emergencies 
 
POLIO   
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Valuation_%28finance%29
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/331420/SITREP_EVD_DRC_20200310-eng.pdf


   

  

http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/ 
 
Polio this week as of 11 March 2020 
Summary of new viruses this week (AFP cases and ES positives):  
:: Afghanistan: one WPV1 positive environmental sample 
:: Pakistan: four WPV1 cases and 13 WPV1 positive environmental samples 
:: Angola: one cVDPV2 case 
:: Chad: Seven cVDPV2 positive environmental samples 
:: Côte d’Ivoire: one cVDPV2 positive environmental sample 
:: Democratic Republic of the Congo: three cVDPV2 cases 
:: Ghana: one cVDPV2 case 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
Democratic Republic of the Congo  
:: Ebola Outbreak in DRC 83: 10 March 2020 
[See Ebola above for detail] 
 
Syrian Arab Republic   
:: In 4 years, 494 attacks on health killed 470 patients and health staff in Syria  
    March 2020, Geneva/Copenhagen/Cairo – The World Health Organization condemns in the strongest 
terms, attacks on health care that have been a hallmark of the complex humanitarian crisis in Syria 
that this month enters its tenth year. 
   “The data we can now reveal on attacks on health in Syria is a grim testament to a blatant disrespect 
for international humanitarian law and the lives of civilians and health workers,“ said Richard Brennan, 
WHO‘s Regional Emergency Director in the Eastern Mediterranean… 
 
Nigeria - No new digest announcements identified 
Mozambique floods   - No new digest announcements identified 
Somalia - No new digest announcements identified 
South Sudan   - No new digest announcements identified 
Yemen - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
Measles in Europe  
:: WHO donates equipment to support response to measles outbreak in Kyrgyzstan 10-03-2020 
 
Afghanistan - No new digest announcements identified 
Angola   - No new digest announcements identified 
Burkina Faso [in French]  - No new digest announcements identified 
Burundi  - No new digest announcements identified 
Cameroon  - No new digest announcements identified 
Central African Republic - No new digest announcements identified 
Ethiopia - No new digest announcements identified 

http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cod/en/
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/331420/SITREP_EVD_DRC_20200310-eng.pdf
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/syr/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/syr/syria-news/in-4-years-494-attacks-on-health-killed-470-patients-and-health-staff-in-syria.html
http://www.who.int/emergencies/nigeria/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/mozambique
http://www.who.int/emergencies/somalia/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ssd/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/yem/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/communicable-diseases/measles-and-rubella
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/communicable-diseases/measles-and-rubella/news/news/2020/3/who-donates-equipment-to-support-response-to-measles-outbreak-in-kyrgyzstan
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/afg/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/angola
https://www.afro.who.int/fr/countries/burkina-faso
https://www.afro.who.int/countries/burundi
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cmr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/caf/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/eth/en/


   

  

HIV in Pakistan - No new digest announcements identified 
Iran - No new digest announcements identified 
Iraq - No new digest announcements identified  
Libya - No new digest announcements identified 
Malawi - No new digest announcements identified 
MERS-CoV  - No new digest announcements identified 
Myanmar  - No new digest announcements identified  
Niger - No new digest announcements identified 
occupied Palestinian territory  - No new digest announcements identified 
Sudan - No new digest announcements identified 
Ukraine - No new digest announcements identified 
Zimbabwe - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 1 Emergencies  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
Chad  - No new digest announcements identified 
Djibouti - No new digest announcements identified 
Kenya   - No new digest announcements identified 
Mali  - No new digest announcements identified 
Namibia - viral hepatitis  - No new digest announcements identified 
Tanzania  - No new digest announcements identified 
  
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – L3 Emergencies 
The UN and its humanitarian partners are currently responding to three 'L3' emergencies. This is the 
global humanitarian system's classification for the response to the most severe, large-scale 
humanitarian crises.  
Syrian Arab Republic   
:: Recent Developments in Northwest Syria - Situation Report No. 10 - As of 12 March 2020 
:: Syrian Arab Republic: COVID-19 Update No. 02 - 11 March 2020 
 
Yemen  - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Corporate Emergencies 
When the USG/ERC declares a Corporate Emergency Response, all OCHA offices, branches and 
sections provide their full support to response activities both at HQ and in the field. 
CYCLONE IDAI and Kenneth - No new digest announcements identified 
EBOLA OUTBREAK IN THE DRC  - No new digest announcements identified 
 

 
*                      *                       *                        * 

 
 

http://www.emro.who.int/pak/pakistan-news/pakistan-hiv-outbreak-in-sindh-province.html
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/irn/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/countries/irq/index.html
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/lby/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/malawi
http://www.who.int/emergencies/mers-cov/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mmr/en/
http://afro.who.int/fr/countries/niger
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/opt/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/sdn/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ukr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/zwe/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tcd/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/fr/countries/dji/
http://www.afro.who.int/countries/kenya
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mli/en/
http://afro.who.int/news/baseline-assessment-national-viral-hepatitis-response-namibia
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tza/en/
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/syria
https://reliefweb.int/node/3562223
https://reliefweb.int/node/3560618
https://www.unocha.org/yemen
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/southern-and-eastern-africa-rosea/cyclone-idai
https://www.unocha.org/southern-and-eastern-africa-rosea/cyclones-idai-and-kenneth
https://www.unocha.org/drc


   

  

:: Agency/Government/IGO Watch 
We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for key 
media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on regional or global 
level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific coverage is limited. Please 
suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
 
 
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly  
[to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://www.un.org/press/en 
Selected Meetings/Press Releases/Announcements 
12 March 2020  
SC/14142 
Escalating Violence Threatens Quest for Political Resolution of Conflict in Yemen, Senior 
Officials Warn Security Council 
 
12 March 2020  
SG/SM/20005 
Steps to End Carnage, Pave Way for Permanent Ceasefire in Syria Must Be Realized, 
Secretary-General Stresses as Conflict Enters Tenth Year 
 
11 March 2020  
SG/SM/20004 
We Cannot Let Fear Go Viral in Fight against COVID 19, says Secretary-General, Stressing 
importance of Moving Forward ‘With Resolve and Without Stigma’ 
 
 
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true  
Top News 
Thailand: judicial system abused by business to silence human rights defenders – UN 
experts 
 
Lebanon: Decision to restructure debt “in line with human rights standards”, says UN 
expert 
 
Myanmar: UN expert Yanghee Lee finishes mandate by urging authorities to embrace 
democracy and human rights 
 
Iran: targeting of journalists threatens freedom of press, say UN experts 
 
Bolivia / Human Rights: UN experts celebrate release of Mayor of Cochabamba 
 
 
United Nations Human Rights Council  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL 
Council News 

https://www.un.org/press/en
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sc14142.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sc14142.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm20005.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm20005.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm20004.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm20004.doc.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25714&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25714&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25715&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25715&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25703&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25703&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25706&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25713&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL


   

  

Human Rights Council holds general debate on human rights situations that require the 
Council’s attention  
10/03/2020 
 
 
Committee on the Rights of the Child [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx 
Latest News 
UN Child Rights Committee issues findings on Cook Islands, Federated States of 
Micronesia and Tuvalu 
10 March 2020 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the sale and sexual exploitation of children   [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx  
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed 
Conflict [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 
Press Release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict 
[to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/ 
Latest News 
11 March, 2020 
The Government of Sudan and the United Nations sign a Framework of Cooperation to 
prevent and respond to conflict-related Sexual Violence 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights   [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable 
standard of physical and mental health  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=25704&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=25704&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25701&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25701&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/
https://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/press-release/the-government-of-sudan-and-the-united-nations-sign-a-framework-of-cooperation-to-prevent-and-respond-to-conflict-related-sexual-violence/
https://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/press-release/the-government-of-sudan-and-the-united-nations-sign-a-framework-of-cooperation-to-prevent-and-respond-to-conflict-related-sexual-violence/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx


   

  

Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples   [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx 
Latest news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN OCHA [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://www.unocha.org/  
Selected Press Releases     
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Centre for Humanitarian Data/HDX  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://centre.humdata.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNICEF  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases 
Statement 
Message from UNICEF 
   NEW YORK, 13 March 2020 – We have just been informed that three people working in UNICEF 
House in midtown east, New York have developed flu-like symptoms. They have not been confirmed 
positive to COVID-19. Out of an abundance of caution, we have taken the decision to close the UNICEF 
building and are strongly encouraging all our New York-based staff to work remotely for the next four 
weeks.  We are in contact with the UN medical team and the relevant local authorities. The safety and 
well-being of our staff and the wider New York community are first and foremost in our actions. 
 
Press release 
FACT SHEET: Handwashing with soap, critical in the fight against coronavirus, is ‘out of 
reach’ for billions 
13/03/2020  
 
Statement 
UNICEF statement on COVID-19 outbreak 
11/03/2020  

https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx
https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases
https://centre.humdata.org/
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/message-unicef
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/message-unicef
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/fact-sheet-handwashing-soap-critical-fight-against-coronavirus-out-reach-billions
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/fact-sheet-handwashing-soap-critical-fight-against-coronavirus-out-reach-billions
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/fact-sheet-handwashing-soap-critical-fight-against-coronavirus-out-reach-billions
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/fact-sheet-handwashing-soap-critical-fight-against-coronavirus-out-reach-billions
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-statement-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-statement-covid-19-outbreak


   

  

 
Press release 
UNICEF and UNFPA renew multi-country initiative to protect millions of girls from child 
marriage 
10/03/2020  
 
Press release 
COVID-19: IFRC, UNICEF and WHO issue guidance to protect children and support safe 
school operations 
Guidance includes practical actions and checklists for administrators, teachers, parents and children 
10/03/2020  
 
Press release 
A third of youth surveyed globally by UNICEF say their education is not preparing them 
with the skills to get jobs 
PwC and UNICEF join forces to boost youth skills worldwide 
10/03/2020  
 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html 
Selected Announcements 
Violence in Burkina Faso forces Malian refugees to return home 
13 March 2020 
 
UNHCR and partners seek US$ 1.3 billion for South Sudan refugees 
13 March 2020  
 
Two years of political and social crisis in Nicaragua force more than 100,000 to flee 
10 March 2020 
 
After 9 years of tragedy, resilience and solidarity, the world must not forget displaced 
Syrians 
10 March 2020  
 
UN Refugee Agency steps up COVID-19 preparedness, prevention and response measures  
10 March 2020 
 
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
Selected Announcements 
IOM Appeals for USD 77.6 Million To Provide Humanitarian Assistance in Ethiopia  
2020-03-13 17:28 
   Addis Ababa – The International Organization for Migration (IOM), today (13/03) launched an 
appeal for USD 77.6 million to provide humanitarian assistance to more than 1.2 million internally 
displaced persons (IDPs), returnees, host community members and migrants in Ethiopia... 
 

https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-and-unfpa-renew-multi-country-initiative-protect-millions-girls-child
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-and-unfpa-renew-multi-country-initiative-protect-millions-girls-child
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-and-unfpa-renew-multi-country-initiative-protect-millions-girls-child
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-and-unfpa-renew-multi-country-initiative-protect-millions-girls-child
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/covid-19-ifrc-unicef-and-who-issue-guidance-protect-children-and-support-safe-school
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/covid-19-ifrc-unicef-and-who-issue-guidance-protect-children-and-support-safe-school
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/covid-19-ifrc-unicef-and-who-issue-guidance-protect-children-and-support-safe-school
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/third-youth-surveyed-globally-unicef-say-their-education-not-preparing-them-skills
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/third-youth-surveyed-globally-unicef-say-their-education-not-preparing-them-skills
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/third-youth-surveyed-globally-unicef-say-their-education-not-preparing-them-skills
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/third-youth-surveyed-globally-unicef-say-their-education-not-preparing-them-skills
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/3/5e6b56774/violence-burkina-faso-forces-malian-refugees-return-home.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/3/5e6b56fe4/unhcr-partners-seek-13-billion-south-sudan-refugees.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/3/5e6759934/years-political-social-crisis-nicaragua-force-100000-flee.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/3/5e67ade92d6/9-years-tragedy-resilience-solidarity-world-must-forget-displaced-syrians.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/3/5e67ade92d6/9-years-tragedy-resilience-solidarity-world-must-forget-displaced-syrians.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/3/5e677f634/un-refugee-agency-steps-covid-19-preparedness-prevention-response-measures.html
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-responds-humanitarian-needs-migrant-caravan-guatemala
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-responds-humanitarian-needs-migrant-caravan-guatemala
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-appeals-usd-766-million-provide-humanitarian-assistance-ethiopia


   

  

First Health Centre Opens in Yemen’s Largest Displacement Camp 
2020-03-10 14:20 
   Marib – Five years of fighting have taken their toll on Yemen’s health infrastructure, which today 
operates at half the capacity it had prior to the conflict so the International Organization for Migration’s 
(IOM) opening on Sunday (08/03) of a health centre in the Al Jufainah... 
 
 
UNAIDS [to 14 Mar 2020]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
Selected Press Releases/Reports/Statements 
13 March 2020 
UNAIDS—a leading organization for gender equality  
 
11 March 2020 
Mozambique: helping people living with HIV to get back on treatment  
 
11 March 2020 
Getting HIV services to marginalized groups in Papua New Guinea  
 
9 March 2020 
Adolescent girls and young women in sub-Saharan Africa more than twice as likely to 
acquire HIV  
   … In sub-Saharan Africa, gender-related factors fueling the epidemic are especially stark: adolescent 
girls and young women were more than twice (2.4 times) as likely to acquire HIV than their male 
peers. 
 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 14 Mar 2020]  
13 March 2020   News release 
WHO, UN Foundation and partners launch first-of-its-kind COVID-19 Solidarity Response 
Fund 
 
:::::: 
 
Weekly Epidemiological Record, 13 March 2020, vol. 95, 11 (pp. 97–104)  
97 Evaluation of the early warning, alert and response system for the Rohingya crisis, Cox’s Bazar, 
Bangladesh  
104 COVID-19 update 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO      
:: Africa is one-step away from wild polio eradication verdict  13 March 2020  
   The African region completes a critical step towards wild polio eradication as the independent 
commission to decide on the African Region’s wild poliovirus-free status has concluded its final field 

https://www.iom.int/news/first-health-centre-opens-yemens-largest-displacement-camp
http://www.unaids.org/en
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/march/20200313_unaids-leading-organization-for-gender-equality
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/march/20200311_mozambique
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/march/20200311_papua-new-guinea
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/march/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/march/20200309_adolescent-girls-young-women-sub-saharan-africa
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/march/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/march/20200309_adolescent-girls-young-women-sub-saharan-africa
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/13-03-2020-who-un-foundation-and-partners-launch-first-of-its-kind-covid-19-solidarity-response-fund
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/13-03-2020-who-un-foundation-and-partners-launch-first-of-its-kind-covid-19-solidarity-response-fund
https://www.who.int/wer/2020/wer9511/en/
http://www.afro.who.int/
https://www.afro.who.int/news/africa-one-step-away-wild-polio-eradication-verdict


   

  

visit to Nigeria today, after conducting critical analysis to verify the documentation presented by the 
Nigerian Government.  
:: First case of COVID-19 confirmed in the Democratic Republic of the Congo  10 March 2020  
:: South African Development Community unites to tackle COVID-19  10 March 2020  
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
No new digest content identified. 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
No new digest content identified. 
 
WHO European Region EURO  
:: SCRC statement on COVID-19 situation in Europe 13-03-2020  
:: Azerbaijan steps up COVID-19 preparedness and readiness measures, welcoming WHO mission 12-
03-2020  
:: A new plan for healthcare in North Macedonia 12-03-2020 
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: Statement by Regional Director Dr Ahmed Al Mandhari on COVID-19 in the Eastern Mediterranean 
Region  
   12 March 2020, Cairo, Egypt - Today in our region, 9960 cases in 16 countries have been reported, 
including 366 deaths reported in five countries (as of 3pm Cairo local time). Almost all the deaths were 
patients aged 60 years or above, who had preexisting conditions that were exasperated when they 
contracted the virus. 
:: Delegation of WHO and public health experts concludes COVID-19 mission to Iran 
12 March 2020 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2020/ 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
Selected Press Releases/Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

https://www.afro.who.int/news/first-case-covid-19-confirmed-democratic-republic-congo
https://www.afro.who.int/news/south-african-development-community-unites-tackle-covid-19
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=466:2008-media-center-press-releases&Itemid=40108&lang=en
http://www.searo.who.int/
http://www.euro.who.int/
http://www.euro.who.int/en/about-us/governance/standing-committee/twenty-seventh-standing-committee-of-the-regional-committee-2019-2020/statement-on-the-covid-19-situation-in-europe
http://www.euro.who.int/en/countries/azerbaijan/news/news/2020/3/azerbaijan-steps-up-covid-19-preparedness-and-readiness-measures,-welcoming-who-mission2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/about-us/regional-director/news/news/2020/03/a-new-plan-for-health-care-in-north-macedonia2
http://www.emro.who.int/
http://www.emro.who.int/media/news/statement-by-the-regional-director-on-covid-19-in-the-eastern-mediterranean-12-march-2020.html
http://www.emro.who.int/media/news/statement-by-the-regional-director-on-covid-19-in-the-eastern-mediterranean-12-march-2020.html
http://www.emro.who.int/irn/iran-news/delegation-of-who-and-public-health-experts-concludes-covid-19-mission-to-iran.html
http://www.wpro.who.int/
https://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2020/
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html


   

  

UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://www.unenvironment.org/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNDRR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://www.undrr.org/ 
Press Releases   12 March 2020  
UNDRR urges disaster management agencies to prioritize biological hazards  
   GENEVA, 12 March, 2020 - The UN Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Disaster Risk 
Reduction, Mami Mizutori, today acknowledged WHO’s declaration of a pandemic in relation to the 
global outbreak of the COVID19 virus which has claimed over 4,000 
 
 
UN DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/  
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNESCO  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://en.unesco.org/news 
Latest News 
UNESCO’s efforts in conserving the cultural heritage in the Greater Lumbini Area 
News  03/13/2020  
 
With one in five learners kept out of school, UNESCO mobilizes education ministers to face 
the COVID-19 crisis 
News  03/12/2020 
 
UNESCO appoints international expert group to draft global recommendation on the ethics 
of AI 
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http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm
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https://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-appoints-international-expert-group-draft-global-recommendation-ethics-ai


   

  

 Paris, 11 March – UNESCO Director-General Audrey Azoulay has appointed 24 of the world’s leading 
experts on the social, economic and cultural challenges of artificial intelligence to draft internationally 
applicable recommendations on ethical issues raised by the development and use of AI. 
 
This follows the decision by UNESCO’s 193 Member States during its last General Conference in 
November 2019 to task the Organization with the development of the first global normative instrument 
on this key issue. 
 
The international expert group, which is composed of women and men from diverse cultural 
backgrounds and all geographical regions, includes leading scientists and professionals with extensive 
knowledge of the technological and ethical aspects of AI. 
 
During their first meeting, 20 to 24 April, they will start examining the complex ethical choices which 
confront us in the emerging age of AI. 
 
“It is our responsibility to lead a universal enlightened debate in order to enter this new era with our 
eyes wide open, without sacrificing our values, and establish a common global foundation of ethical 
principles for artificial intelligence,” said the Director-General. 
 
The expert group has been tasked with the production of a draft text, which will be presented to 
various stakeholders at the national, sub-regional and regional levels for their comments this spring 
and summer. The text will then be submitted to UNESCO’s Member States for adoption at the next 
General Conference. 
 
Related Links 
Full list of members: https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000372991 
Developing an instrument on the ethics of artificial intelligence 
https://en.unesco.org/artificial-intelligence/ethics 
Artificial intelligence with human values for sustainable development https://en.unesco.org/artificial-
intelligence 
 
 
International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS)  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://www.icomos.org/en/ 
Announcements 
ICOMOS Lebanon - Statement of Concern on National Heritage Site / UNESCO – Memory of 
the World :}: Commemorative steles of Nahr el-Kalb, Mount Lebanon 
21/02/2020 
   The International Council on Monuments and Sites of Lebanon (ICOMOS-Lebanon), as 
representatives of the national heritage community, is very much concerned about the current 
condition of protection and preservation of the Promontory and the Commemorative steles of 
Nahr el-Kalb inscribed since 2005 as UNESCO – Memory of the World and also on the 2019 
Tentative List of UNESCO World Heritage sites… 
 
 
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp 
No new digest content identified. 
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UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://unhabitat.org/ 
News and Stories 
Japan donates more than 860,000 US dollars to support refugees and host communities in 
Kenya 
Friday 13 March, 2020  
 
New Japanese funding to support Somali IDP host communities and returnees  
Friday 13 March, 2020  
 
Philippines: Imagining gender-equal cities 
Thursday 12 March, 2020  
 
"The Full Circle of AI” - Interview with Professor Qiang Yang 
Thursday 12 March, 2020  
 
 
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ILO International Labour Organization  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm 
Blog 
“I am Generation Equality”: Ideals versus reality in Asia and the Pacific’s labour markets   
11 March 2020  
In 1995, an ambitious and progressive plan to improve empowerment of all women and girls globally 
was developed at the historic Fourth World Conference on Women. Since then, a new generation of 
women workers have become eligible to enter the workforce; but have they been able to find equal 
work and pay? 
 
New ILO Office 
ILO opens its first coordination office in Baghdad   
10 March 2020  
The office will allow the ILO to expand its work to promote employment opportunities and decent work 
principles, as part of post-conflict reconstruction. 
 
ILO Partnership 
ILO and UN Volunteers sign Memorandum of Understanding   
09 March 2020  
UN Volunteers will support the International Labour Organization’s work in field projects around the 
world. 
 
Global Employment Trends for Youth 2020 
Youth exclusion from jobs and training on the rise   

http://unhabitat.org/
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09 March 2020  
Young people face an uncertain future in the labour market because of automation, the narrow focus 
of much vocational training and the lack of jobs to match their qualifications, says a new ILO report. 
 
 
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://www.icao.int/  
Latest News and Highlights    
13/3/20 
ICAO Council adopts CORSIA emissions units 
 
ICAO Council adopts important environmental standard 
   
11/3/20 
ICAO Council takes action on PS752 and conflict zones 
   
ICAO safety audit programme celebrates 20-year anniversary 
 
ICAO Council adopts COVID-19 Declaration  
 
 
IMO International Maritime Organization  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx 
Latest Press Briefings  
IMO postpones further meetings due to COVID-19 
12/03/2020 
 
 
WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release 
Press Release   Publish Date: 10 March 2020  
Multi-agency report highlights increasing signs and impacts of climate change in 
atmosphere, land and oceans 
 
 
UPU  Universal Postal Union   [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://news.upu.int/no_cache/news/ 
News 
Coronavirus: Find out more about measures taken by the International Bureau 
   The International Bureau is responding coherently and proportionately to the novel coronavirus 
outbreak (COVID-19), on the basis of UN protocols and the host country’s medical advice. 
 
Statement of the Universal Postal Union on COVID-19 and its impact on postal operations 
13.03.2020  
 
 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html 
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http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx
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News 
No new digest content identified.    
 
 
International Organization for Standardization (ISO)  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/ 
News 
12 March 2020  
Driving home clean transportation with two new International Standards  
   Responsible for nearly a quarter of global carbon emissions, transport is the achilles heel of nearly 
every city. Yet, with energy demand on the rise, so much needs to be done to tackle the 2030 Agenda 
targets. New standards have just been published to help achieve smart and efficient transportation …  
 
 
UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://www.unwto.org/news 
News 
All Regions  WHO  
PUTTING PEOPLE FIRST: All UNWTO events planned until 30 April are suspended 
14 Mar 2020  
 
All Regions  WHO  
UNWTO and WHO Agree to Further Cooperation in COVID-19 Response 
11 Mar 2020 
 
 
WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CBD  Convention on Biological Diversity [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://www.cbd.int/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
USAID [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Announcements 
United States Agency for International Development and United States Customs and 
Border Protection Sign Memorandum of Understanding to Address Illegal Immigration  
March 13, 2020 
Agreement will enable USAID to use apprehension data to better target programming in Central 
America to populations most likely to attempt to migrate illegally to the United States 
   On March 12, 2020, United States Agency for International Development (USAID) Assistant 
Administrator for Latin America and the Caribbean John D. Barsa signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) with Robert E. Perez, Deputy Commissioner for United States Customs and 

https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/
https://www.iso.org/news/ref2490.html
https://www.unwto.org/news
https://www.unwto.org/event-suspended
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https://www.usaid.gov/news-information
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/mar-13-2020-usaid-and-cbp-memorandum-understanding-illegal-immigration
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/mar-13-2020-usaid-and-cbp-memorandum-understanding-illegal-immigration


   

  

Border Protection (CBP) within the U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS). As part of the Trump 
Administration's strategy to advance U.S. national security and prosperity, this new agreement will 
enable USAID to use apprehension data collected by DHS/CBP to target foreign-assistance programs 
within Central America to focus on curbing illegal immigration to the United States. Using this 
information, including de-identified data on migrants' country of citizenship, place of birth, city and 
country of permanent residence, age, and sex, USAID will be better-equipped to design its 
programming for the specific areas from which people are attempting to immigrate illegally to the 
United States. USAID will not share information on its beneficiaries with DHS/CBP under this MOU. 
 
Statement by USAID Administrator Mark Green on International Women's Day  
March 8, 2020 
   President Trump's National Security Strategy states, "There can be no moral equivalency between 
nations that uphold the rule of law, empower women, and respect individual rights and those that 
brutalize and suppress their people."  Today, as we do every day, we at the U.S. Agency for 
International Development (USAID) put these words into action in celebration of International Women's 
Day. 
 
 
DFID  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development 
Press Releases 
RAF delivers UK aid to Turkey for Syrians in crisis  
Vital humanitarian aid will provide much-needed relief amid worsening humanitarian crisis in Idlib. 
From: Department for International Development and 1 others  
Updated: 12 March 2020  
 
UK aid to tackle global spread of coronavirus ‘fake news’  
UK aid will fund new international push to challenge dangerous fake news about coronavirus. 
From: Department for International Development  
Updated: 12 March 2020  
 
UK helps world’s poorest countries withstand the economic disruption of coronavirus  
Up to £150 million of UK aid funding announced in the Budget to help mitigate the impact of 
coronavirus on the world’s most vulnerable countries. 
From: Department for International Development and 1 others  
Updated: 11 March 2020  
 
 
ECHO  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
African Union [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://www.au.int/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of Social  
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News 
Statement: Extra-Ordinary Meeting of SADC Ministers of Health on COVID-19 
March 09, 2020 
 
 
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://asean.org/category/news/asean-secretariat-news/ 
Secretariat News 
ASEAN health sector sustains cooperation in responding to COVID-19 
   JAKARTA, 9 March 2020 – Two months after the emergence of the Coronavirus Disease 2019 
(COVID-19) in Wuhan City, China, the ASEAN Health Sector continues to sustain its collective response 
against the spread of the disease in the ASEAN region and beyond. Cambodia, as the ASEAN Health 
Ministers’ and ASEAN Senior Officials for Health Development’s [...] 
 
 
European Commission [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1 
Latest   
Statement  13 March 2020 
Statement by Executive Vice-President Margrethe Vestager on State aid measures to 
address the economic impact of COVID-19 
 
News  13 March 2020 
Von der Leyen on Coronavirus response: EU to be determined and united 
Announcing today European measures to counter the economic impact of the Coronavirus, President of 
the European Commission Ursula von der Leyen said the EU would do whatever was necessary to 
support the Europeans and the European economy. 
 
 
OECD  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://www.oecd.org/  
12 March 2020 
Statement by OECD Secretary-General Angel Gurría following President Macron’s 
announcement on the French government’s response to Covid-19  
OECD Secretary-General Angel Gurría fully supports the courageous and responsible measures 
announced by French President Emmanuel Macron to slow the spread of Covid-19 in France, the 
Organisation’s host country.  
 
 
Organization of American States (OAS)   [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://www.oas.org/en/ 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://www.oic-oci.org/  
Selected Press Releases 
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International Women’s Day: Strengthening the Role of Women is one of the Priorities of 
the OIC – Al-Othaimeen  
On the occasion of the International Women’s Day, on 8th March 2020, the Secretary General of the 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), Dr. Yousef Al Othaimeen, affirmed that enhancing women’s 
role in the development of their societies, highlighting their contributions in all spheres and enabling 
them to face up to all challenges and difficulties and to exercise their rights, constitutes a priority for 
the OIC.... 
08/03/2020 
 
 
Group of 77  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://www.g77.org/ 
Latest Statements and Speeches 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
UNCTAD  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives]  
Press Releases 
09 Mar 2020 –  
The economic impact of COVID-19: Can policy makers avert a multi-trillion dollar crisis? 
UNCTAD/PRESS/PR/2020/003 
Geneva, Switzerland, (09 March 2020)  
[See Week in Review above for deatil] 
 
 
World Customs Organization – WCO  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://www.wcoomd.org/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
WTO News and Events 
Services trade growth weakens as COVID-19 crisis hits global economy 
11 March 2020 
World services trade growth continued to weaken toward the end of 2019 and into the first quarter of 
2020 according to the WTO’s Services Trade Barometer, released on 11 March 2020. The latest reading 
of 96.8 is down from the 98.4 recorded last September and well below the baseline value of 100 for 
the index, suggesting below-trend growth in world services trade. The indicator does not yet fully 
capture the economic impact of the COVID-19 virus and is likely to decline further in the coming 
months. 

:::::: 
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IPU  Inter-Parliamentary Union   [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases 
Press releases 
10/03/2020 
In 2020, world “cannot afford” so few women in power  
   Women’s representation in political decision-making continues to increase but at a sluggish pace 
according to new data presented in the 2020 edition of the IPU-UN Women map of Women in Politics. 
The data’s publication coincides with the 25-year review of the implementation of the Beijing Platform 
for Action, the world’s most comprehensive agenda for gender equality… 
 
 
International Court of Justice  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases 
Latest Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Criminal Court (ICC)  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
Trying individuals for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/ 
ICC Trial Chamber IX to deliberate on the Ongwen case  
Press Release 11 March 2020  
   The trial in this case opened on 6 December 2016. Dominic Ongwen is accused of 70 counts of war 
crimes and crimes against humanity allegedly committed in northern Uganda. 
 
International Criminal Court marks International Women’s Day  
Press Release 8 March 2020  
 
:::::: 
  
World Bank [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week]  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IMF  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article 
March 13, 2020 
Monetary and Financial Stability During the Coronavirus Outbreak – IMF Blog  
 
March 10, 2020 
Potential Impact of the Coronavirus Epidemic: What We Know and What We Can Do – IMF 
Blog  
 
 
African Development Bank Group  [to 14 Mar 2020] 

https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases/2020-03/in-2020-world-cannot-afford-so-few-women-in-power
https://www.ipu.org/resources/publications/infographics/2020-03/women-in-politics-2020
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases
https://www.icc-cpi.int/
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=pr1519
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=pr1262
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=pr1517
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http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article
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https://www.afdb.org/en 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Africa-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of No new 
digest content identified. 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Asian Development Bank  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://www.adb.org/news/releases 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-•  
14 Mar 2020 
ADB Fast Tracks $3 Million Grant to Help the Philippines Fight COVID-19 
   ADB has approved a $3 million grant to support the Philippine government’s response to the COVID-
19 pandemic, including the purchase of emergency medical supplies and the delivery of effective health 
care services. 
 
12 Mar 2020 
ADB to Provide $200 Million to Support Strained Supply Chains in Fight Against COVID-19 
   ADB will make available $200 million through its Supply Chain Finance Program for companies 
manufacturing and distributing medicines and other items needed to combat the novel coronavirus 
(COVID-19). 
 
 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank   [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-
level announcements are added each week] 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Islamic Development Bank  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://www.isdb.org/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 

 
 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 
 
:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
   We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new research and 
major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, collaborations, and initiatives 
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across the human rights, humanitarian response and development spheres of action.  WE will not 
reference fundraising announcements, programs, events or appeals, and generally not include content 
which is primarily photo-documentation or video in format. 
 
 
Action Contre la Faim – Action Against Hunger  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org 
Communiqués de presse 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Alliance for International Medical Action (ALIMA)  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://www.alima-ngo.org/en/press-room 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://newsroom.amref.org/category/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases  
Press Releases  
Amref Health Africa Supporting Ministries of Health in Africa in strengthening response to 
the Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic in the African Continent 
   Nairobi, Kenya, 13 March 2020- The novel coronavirus has now reached the African continent with 
confirmed… 
   
Innovative Health Services & Solutions  
Amref Health Africa, Elsevier and Dioraphte Foundations Unveil m-learning App to 
Strengthen Health Workforce Training 
   Friday, 6 March 2020: A new mobile app to facilitate and advance digital training of health… 
 
 
Aravind Eye Care System  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://aravind.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
  
BRAC  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://www.brac.net/#news 
Latest 
Environment  
Putting resilience in the hands of communities 
March 8, 2020  
by Rafid Mahmud Khan  
   Chittagong Hill Tracts is home to 11 different ethnic groups and has a population of 1.6 million. 
Around 70% of this population resides in the rural areas. They rely exclusively on natural resources for 
their daily sustenance. 
 
 

http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/
https://www.alima-ngo.org/en/press-room
http://amref.org/news/news/
https://newsroom.amref.org/category/press-releases/
https://newsroom.amref.org/press-releases/2020/03/amref-health-africa-supporting-ministries-of-health-in-africa-in-strengthening-response-to-the-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-pandemic-in-the-african-continent/
https://newsroom.amref.org/press-releases/2020/03/amref-health-africa-supporting-ministries-of-health-in-africa-in-strengthening-response-to-the-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-pandemic-in-the-african-continent/
https://newsroom.amref.org/news/2020/03/amref-health-africa-elsevier-and-dioraphte-foundations-unveil-m-learning-app-to-strengthen-health-workforce-training/
https://newsroom.amref.org/news/2020/03/amref-health-africa-elsevier-and-dioraphte-foundations-unveil-m-learning-app-to-strengthen-health-workforce-training/
https://aravind.org/
http://www.brac.net/#news
http://blog.brac.net/putting-resilience-in-the-hands-of-communities/


   

  

CARE International  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases 
Press Releases 
Syria’s Conflict Brings About Sweeping Changes in the Lives of Women 
 13th Mar 2020      
Syria’s Conflict Brings About Sweeping Changes in the Lives of Women 
 
One year after Cyclone Idai, time stands still in Mozambique 
 12th Mar 2020      
One year after Cyclone Idai, time stands still in Mozambique 
 
Cyclone Idai one year on: Southern Africa still devastated and vulnerable to climate shocks 
 10th Mar 2020      
One year after Cyclone Idai left a trail of destruction across parts of Mozambique, Zimbabwe and 
Malawi, nearly 100,000 people continue to live in makeshift shelters and are alarmingly vulnerable to 
future climate shocks. 
 
 
Clubhouse International  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://www.drc.dk/news 
NEWS 
COVID-19 
The Danish Refugee Council is closely monitoring and following global public advice in terms of the 
global outbreak of COVID-19 and is implementing appropriate measures on global, regional and local 
levels. 
12.03.2020 
 
Open Letter by 152 Organisations: Protect our laws and humanity 
The undersigned organisations are deeply concerned about recent developments at the Evros border 
and the Aegean islands where people are stranded at the borders of Europe. 
09.03.20 
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
 
ECPAT  [to 14 Mar 2020]  
http://www.ecpat.net/news 
News & Updates 
International Women’s Day 2020 – Sexual violence against girls is an act of power 
08/03/2020 
In most cases of child sexual abuse and exploitation, the offender is a man. In light of International 
Women’s Day 2020, ECPAT International is highlighting how gender imbalances, the misuse of power 
and gender norms impact the fight against the sexual exploitation of children. 

http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases
https://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases/syrias-conflict-brings-about-sweeping-changes-in-the-lives-of-women
https://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases/one-year-after-cyclone-idai-time-stands-still-in-mozambique
https://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases/cyclone-idai-one-year-on-southern-africa-still-devastated-and-vulnerable-to-climate-shocks
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html
https://www.drc.dk/news
https://drc.ngo/news/covid-19
https://drc.ngo/news/open-letter-by-152-organisations
http://www.ecpat.net/news
https://www.ecpat.org/news/international-womens-day-2020/


   

  

 
 
Fountain House  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Humanity & Inclusion  [nee Handicap International]  [to 14 Mar 2020]  
https://hi.org/en/index 
All news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Heifer International  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://www.heifer.org/ 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
COVID-19 and its Impact on Our Work  
By Heifer International 
March 13, 2020 
 
 
HelpAge International  [to 14 Mar 2020]  
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/ 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
No new digest content identified. 

 
 
ICRC  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports    
Syria: After almost a decade lost to violence, emergency and long-term needs are vast 
  Aleppo/Geneva (ICRC) – As the crisis in Syria moves into its tenth year, the needs of the people who 
have endured so much are vast and complex. 
13-03-2020 | News release  
   
Protecting prison populations from infectious disease 
   An outbreak of COVID-19 in a prison could be devastating to the population there, especially an 
overcrowded prison where general health is already low. 
11-03-2020 | Article  
 
 
IFRC   [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
Global 
COVID-19: IFRC, UNICEF and WHO issue guidance to protect children and support safe 
school operations 

http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press
https://hi.org/en/index
https://www.heifer.org/
https://www.heifer.org/blog/covid-19-and-our-work.html
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/syria-after-almost-decade-lost-violence-emergency-and-long-term-needs-are-vast
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/protecting-prison-populations-infectious-disease
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/covid-19-ifrc-unicef-issue-guidance-protect-children-support-safe-school-operations/
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/covid-19-ifrc-unicef-issue-guidance-protect-children-support-safe-school-operations/


   

  

   GENEVA/NEW YORK, 10 March 2020 – The International Federation of the Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies (IFRC), UNICEF and the World Health Organization (WHO) today issued new 
guidance to help protect children and schools from transmission of the COV … 
 
Africa, Mozambique 
Mozambique: Thousands remain vulnerable to recurrent disasters one year on from 
Cyclone Idai 
   Beira/Nairobi/Geneva, 11 March 2020 — It is almost 12 months since Cyclone Idai hit Mozambique, 
but communities remain intensely vulnerable to the next big disaster, which is a matter of “when, not 
if”—the International Federation of Red Cross and Red … 
 
 
International Medical Corps (IMC)   [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IRC  International Rescue Committee  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 
Media highlights 
Press Release  
Statement by David Miliband, President and CEO of the International Rescue Committee, 
at conclusion of three-day visit to Texas and Mexico 
March 9, 2020 
 
 
IRCT  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://irct.org/ 
News  12 Mar 2020  
Women of the IRCT: Esther Nabwire Waswa  
 
Women of the IRCT: Inge Genefke  
 
 
Islamic Relief Worldwide  [to 14 Mar 2020]  
https://www.islamic-relief.org/ 
Latest News 
Nine years since the conflict in Syria began, many are at breaking point 
Published: 12 March, 2020  
 
Blogs 
Why children in Siramana village no longer worry about falling snakes and sunstroke at 
school 
Published: 11 March, 2020  
 
 
Landsea   [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/ 

https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/mozambique-thousands-remain-vulnerable-recurrent-disasters-one-year-cyclone-idai/
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/mozambique-thousands-remain-vulnerable-recurrent-disasters-one-year-cyclone-idai/
https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/statement-david-miliband-president-and-ceo-international-rescue-committee-conclusion-0
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/statement-david-miliband-president-and-ceo-international-rescue-committee-conclusion-0
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/statement-david-miliband-president-and-ceo-international-rescue-committee-conclusion-0
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/statement-david-miliband-president-and-ceo-international-rescue-committee-conclusion-0
https://irct.org/
https://irct.org/media-and-resources/latest-news/article/1018
https://irct.org/media-and-resources/latest-news/article/1017
https://www.islamic-relief.org/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/nine-years-since-the-conflict-in-syria-began-many-are-at-breaking-point/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/why-children-in-siramana-village-no-longer-worry-about-falling-snakes-and-sunstroke-at-school/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/why-children-in-siramana-village-no-longer-worry-about-falling-snakes-and-sunstroke-at-school/
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/


   

  

No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Medecins du Monde   [to 14 Mar 2020]  
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Mercy Corps [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 14 Mar 2020]  
http://www.msf.org/ 
Latest [Selected Announcements] 
Refugees, IDPs and people on the move  
Evacuation of squalid Greek camps more urgent than ever ov… 
Press Release 12 Mar 2020  
 
COVID-19 coronavirus  
MSF starts COVID-19 response activities in four northern Italia… 
Press Release 12 Mar 2020  
 
Greece  
Greece, the ‘shield’ of Europe, and EU leaders push migran… 
Project Update 11 Mar 2020  
 
DRC Ebola outbreaks  
After the fire - how we could have better managed the DRC … 
Op-Ed 11 Mar 2020  
 
Mali  
Fleeing violence in Niger, refugees in Mali remain vulnera… 
Project Update 9 Mar 2020  
 
Syria  
Displaced people face a desperate situation in Idlib  
Project Update 9 Mar 2020  
 
DRC Ebola outbreaks  
Crisis update - March 2020  
Crisis Update 9 Mar 2020  
 
 
Operation Smile  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office 

http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases
http://www.msf.org/
https://www.msf.org/urgent-evacuation-squalid-camps-greece-needed-over-covid-19-fears
https://www.msf.org/msf-starts-covid-19-coronavirus-response-activities-hospitals-italy
https://www.msf.org/greek-eu-leaders%E2%80%99-demonising-migration-policies-place-people-more-danger
https://www.msf.org/after-fire-how-we-could-have-better-managed-drc-ebola-outbreak
https://www.msf.org/fleeing-violence-niger-refugees-mali-remain-vulnerable
https://www.msf.org/displaced-people-face-desperate-situation-idlib-syria
https://www.msf.org/drc-ebola-outbreak-crisis-update
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office


   

  

Program Schedule 
Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve every 
opportunity for safe surgical care.  
 
Operation Smile: Bringing Happiness Worldwide  
News   Posted 3/10/2020  
   For Sally Herman, RN, nursing was a calling. Having been born with a crossed-eye that required a 
number of surgeries at different hospitals in a few states, . . .  
 
  
OXFAM [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://www.oxfam.org/en/ 
Selected News/Announcements     
As the Syria crisis enters its 10th year, millions of Syrians continue to suffer - Oxfam 
14 March 2020 
As the Syrian crisis enters its tenth year, four million Syrians in Idlib and northern Aleppo continue to 
suffer, simply awaiting the worst to happen, says Oxfam.  Many displaced Syrian across borders tell 
Oxfam how their lives have been disrupted and destroyed.  
 
Tens of thousands of people are still suffering one year on from Cyclone Idai 
9 March 2020 
Tens of thousands of people across Zimbabwe, Malawi and Mozambique are still suffering 12 months 
after Cyclone Idai battered Southern Africa, warned Oxfam today. Cyclone Idai, one of the worst 
cyclones to hit Africa, made landfall on 14th March 2019. 
   
Rainy season threatens huge cholera spike in Yemen as conflict hampers efforts to address 
forgotten crisis  
9 March 2020 
Yemen is suffering a forgotten cholera crisis, Oxfam said today, as it warned the number of people 
there with the disease could spiral as the country approaches rainy season in April and health systems 
are close to collapse. 
 
 
Norwegian Refugee Council   [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://www.nrc.no/ 
Latest news from NRC 
Press release 
Syria: A damning indictment of the inaction of world powers 
13. March 2020 
   Statement by the Norwegian Refugee Council’s Regional Director for the Middle East, Carsten 
Hansen. 
 
 
Pact  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://www.pactworld.org/  
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 

http://www.operationsmile.org/approach/program-schedule
https://minoritynurse.com/operation-smile-bringing-happiness-worldwide/
https://www.oxfam.org/en/
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/syria-crisis-enters-its-10th-year-millions-syrians-continue-suffer-oxfam
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/tens-thousands-people-are-still-suffering-one-year-cyclone-idai
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/rainy-season-threatens-huge-cholera-spike-yemen-conflict-hampers-efforts-address
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/rainy-season-threatens-huge-cholera-spike-yemen-conflict-hampers-efforts-address
http://www.nrc.no/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2020/march/syria-a-damning-indictment-of-the-inaction-of-world-powers/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2020/march/syria-a-damning-indictment-of-the-inaction-of-world-powers/
http://www.pactworld.org/


   

  

 
Partners In Health  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://www.pih.org/blog   
News  
Mar 13, 2020  
Solidarity for a Healthier World  
The current COVID-19 outbreak is a reminder of what we already know, that health emergencies know 
no borders and that strengthening health systems globally is the best defense against international 
public health crises.  
 
Mar 13, 2020  
PIH's Emergency Coronavirus Response  
PIH presents four key objectives staff and clinicians will follow in tackling the spread of COVID-19, in 
partnership with countries' ministries of health. 
 
Mar 12, 2020  
ICYMI: Reddit AMA on Coronavirus with PIH Co-Founders  
PIH co-founders educated and entertained a Reddit audience while fielding questions on COVID-19. 
strong health systems, prevention, and pragmatic solidarity.  
 
Mar 09, 2020  
Dr. Paul Farmer to Axios: ‘Remember the Caregivers’ Amid Coronavirus Response  
PIH's co-founder and chief strategist told the news website that strong ICUs and health systems are 
crucial amid the COVID-19 outbreak. Read More  
 
Mar 09, 2020  
Harvard Professor Issues FAQ on Coronavirus  
Dr. Megan Murray, PIH's director of research and an epidemiologist and infectious disease expert, 
provides answers to frequently asked questions about the novel coronavirus. Read More  
 
 
PATH  [to 14 Mar 2020]  
https://www.path.org/media-center/  
Selected Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Plan International/BORNEfonden  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Save The Children [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://www.savethechildren.net/news 
News 
12 March 2020 - Greece 
Save the Children: European countries must bring more migrant and refugee children from 
Greece to safety 

http://www.pih.org/blog
https://www.pih.org/article/solidarity-for-healthier-world
https://www.pih.org/article/pihs-emergency-coronavirus-response
https://www.pih.org/article/icymi-reddit-ama-coronavirus-pih-co-founders
https://www.pih.org/article/dr-paul-farmer-axios-remember-caregivers-amid-coronavirus-response
https://www.pih.org/article/harvard-professor-issues-faq-coronavirus
https://www.path.org/media-center/
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre
https://www.savethechildren.net/news
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/save-children-european-countries-must-bring-more-migrant-and-refugee-children-greece-safety
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/save-children-european-countries-must-bring-more-migrant-and-refugee-children-greece-safety
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/save-children-european-countries-must-bring-more-migrant-and-refugee-children-greece-safety


   

  

 
10 March 2020 - Malawi, Mozambique, Zimbabwe 
Cyclone Idai one year on: Southern Africa still devastated and vulnerable to climate shocks 
 
 
SOS-Kinderdorf International  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/news 
COVID-19  
How to speak to your child about the coronavirus  
   March 13 2020 - Many young people are worried about the coronavirus. SOS Children's Villages 
offers some advice on how to inform your children without frightening them.  
 
COVID-19  
Q&A: Protecting children from the virus  
March 12 2020 - The alarming spread of the COVID-19 virus has led SOS Children’s Villages to take 
steps to ensure the health and safety of the nearly 70,000 children and young people in our Children’s 
Villages and youth programmes.  
 
Leaving care  
New Austrian care leavers association pushes for legal changes  
March 11 2020 - Care Leaver Austria seeks to change a law that ends financial support for young 
people when they leave alternative care at the age of 18. The association wants to see support last at 
least until 24.  
 
 
Tostan  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://www.tostan.org 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Women for Women International  [to 14 Mar 2020]  
https://www.womenforwomen.org/ 
March 13, 2020 
As COVID-19 Situation Evolves, Health and Safety of Women and Staff Take Priority  
 
 
World Vision  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://wvi.org/ 
Newsroom  
Pandemic declaration demands the world unite to focus on those who are invisible and 
most at risk from COVID-19, warns World Vision   
Wednesday, March 11, 2020  
:: Coronavirus could prove devastating in countries with under-equipped hospitals and shortage of 
health professionals 
:: Children could be pushed into deeper vulnerability 
:: Death rates in the world’s poorest countries may be higher than the 3.4% reported so far  
 

https://www.savethechildren.net/news/cyclone-idai-one-year-southern-africa-still-devastated-and-vulnerable-climate-shocks
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/cyclone-idai-one-year-southern-africa-still-devastated-and-vulnerable-climate-shocks
https://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/news
https://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/news/how-to-speak-with-children-about-coronavirus
https://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/news/protecting-children-from-covid-19
https://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/news/care-leaver-austria-lobbies-for-change
http://www.tostan.org/latest-news
https://www.womenforwomen.org/
https://www.womenforwomen.org/blogs/covid-19-situation-evolves-health-and-safety-women-and-staff-take-priority
http://wvi.org/newsroom
https://www.wvi.org/newsroom/pandemic-declaration-demands-world-unite-focus-those-who-are-invisible-and-most-risk-covid
https://www.wvi.org/newsroom/pandemic-declaration-demands-world-unite-focus-those-who-are-invisible-and-most-risk-covid


   

  

:::::: 
 
Electronic Frontiers Foundation 
https://www.eff.org/updates?type=press_release 
Press Release | March 9, 2020  
Public’s Right to Access Court Proceedings Calls For Livestreaming Hearing in Notorious 
Patent Troll Case 
    
 
Freedom House [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://freedomhouse.org/ 
News  
China Media Bulletin: Coronavirus-era repression, propaganda, censorship, surveillance 
and more (No. 142)  
 
 
Human Rights Watch  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://www.hrw.org/ 
Featured Commentary, Announcements, Statements 
March 13, 2020  
The Children of Syria 
   The war in Syria has been taking its toll on children for nine years – their lives forever marked by the 
conflict. The war has now blighted the futures of hundreds of thousands of children. Over the years, 
Human Rights Watch has heard just some of their stories. 
Americas 
 
March 12, 2020 Commentary 
Venezuela’s Health Care Crisis Now Poses a Global Threat 
Tamara Taraciuk Broner  
Acting Deputy Director, Americas Division  
Published In: Foreign Policy  
United States 
 
March 12, 2020 News Release 
US: COVID-19 Threatens People Behind Bars 
  
March 12, 2020 Dispatches 
Weinstein Rape Sentence in US Boosts #MeToo Movement  
Nisha Varia  
Advocacy Director, Women’s Rights Division  
 
 
Transparency International  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases 
12 Mar 2020  
Reports of undue influence by tobacco industry strengthen case for mandatory EU lobby 
register 

https://www.eff.org/updates?type=press_release
https://www.eff.org/press/releases/publics-right-access-court-proceedings-calls-livestreaming-hearing-notorious-patent
https://www.eff.org/press/releases/publics-right-access-court-proceedings-calls-livestreaming-hearing-notorious-patent
https://freedomhouse.org/
https://freedomhouse.org/report/china-media-bulletin/2020/china-media-bulletin-coronavirus-era-repression-propaganda
https://freedomhouse.org/report/china-media-bulletin/2020/china-media-bulletin-coronavirus-era-repression-propaganda
https://freedomhouse.org/report/china-media-bulletin/2020/china-media-bulletin-coronavirus-era-repression-propaganda
https://freedomhouse.org/report/china-media-bulletin/2020/china-media-bulletin-coronavirus-era-repression-propaganda
https://www.hrw.org/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/03/13/children-syria
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/03/12/venezuelas-health-care-crisis-now-poses-global-threat
https://www.hrw.org/about/people/tamara-taraciuk-broner
https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/03/12/venezuela-health-care-crisis-poses-global-threat-coronavirus-maduro-sanctions/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/03/12/us-covid-19-threatens-people-behind-bars
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/03/12/weinstein-rape-sentence-us-boosts-metoo-movement
https://www.hrw.org/about/people/nisha-varia
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressrelease/undue_influence_tobacco_industry_case_for_mandatory_EU_lobby_register
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressrelease/undue_influence_tobacco_industry_case_for_mandatory_EU_lobby_register


   

  

- It is unacceptable that the tobacco industry has reportedly turned an EU process meant to tackle the 
illicit trade in cigarettes to their own advantage.  
 
::::: 
 
ChildFund Alliance  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://childfundalliance.org/ 
News/ Statements 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
CONCORD  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://concordeurope.org/  
Latest News and Events 
Joint statement by civil society groups on the EU’s new Comprehensive Strategy for Africa 
| Mar 10, 2020 
   Yesterday the European Commission (EC) and the European External Action Service (EEAS) released 
the joint communication ‘Towards a Comprehensive Strategy with Africa’ . 
 
 
The Elders  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://theelders.org/news-media 
Selected Press Releases and Major Announcements 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Evidence Aid   [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://www.evidenceaid.org/ 
Latest Content 
COVID-19: A Call for Science-Informed Management 
Claire Allen   March 3, 2020 
 
 
Gavi [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://www.gavi.org/ 
Stories 
13 March 2020 
What is an emergency vaccine stockpile and how can they prevent pandemics? 
 
10 March 2020 
Will coronavirus herald a new era in vaccine innovation? 
 
 
Getty Conservation Institute   [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://www.getty.edu/research/ 
Latest News  
Terra 2021 World Congress on Earthen Architectural Heritage 

https://childfundalliance.org/
http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/
https://concordeurope.org/blog/2020/03/10/joint-statement-by-civil-society-groups-on-the-eus-new-comprehensive-strategy-for-africa/
http://theelders.org/news-media
http://www.evidenceaid.org/
https://www.evidenceaid.org/covid-19-a-call-for-science-informed-management/
https://www.gavi.org/
https://www.gavi.org/vaccineswork/what-emergency-vaccine-stockpile-and-how-can-they-prevent-pandemics
https://www.gavi.org/vaccineswork/what-emergency-vaccine-stockpile-and-how-can-they-prevent-pandemics
https://www.gavi.org/vaccineswork/what-emergency-vaccine-stockpile-and-how-can-they-prevent-pandemics
https://www.gavi.org/vaccineswork/will-coronavirus-herald-new-era-vaccine-innovation
https://www.getty.edu/research/
https://www.getty.edu/conservation/terra-2021.html


   

  

Looking Back, Moving Forward—Advances in Conservation 
Call for Abstracts 
June 8–11, 2021 
Santa Fe Community Convention Center 
Santa Fe, New Mexico, USA 
   Co-organized by Getty Conservation Institute; National Park Service, Vanishing Treasures Program; 
and University of Pennsylvania, Stuart Weitzman School of Design 
Under the aegis of The International council on Monuments and Sites, International Scientific 
Committee on the Conservation of the Earthen Architectural Heritage 
Visit the Terra 2021 website for complete congress information. 
 
 
Global Fund  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/ 
News & Stories 
Sourcing & Management of Health Products  
COVID-19 Impact on Supply Chain Logistics: Assessment and Recommendations  
12 March 2020  
…download in English 
 
Sourcing & Management of Health Products  
Opportunity for Evaluation of Selected Medicines  
10 March 2020  
 
 
Hilton Prize Coalition [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ICVA - International Council of Voluntary Agencies   [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://icvanetwork.org/ 
Latest resources, events, content 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
InterAction  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://www.interaction.org/ 
Latest Updates 
Humanitarian Practice  
Civil Society Guidance for a Model Policy 
   Over the past decade, armed conflict has been too often characterized by immense human suffering 
resulting from the actions of State and non-State parties to…  
Mar 12, 2020  
 
Blog Post  
Forum 2020 Rescheduled Due to COVID-19 
InterAction  

https://www.eiseverywhere.com/website/8033/home
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/sourcing-management/updates/2020-03-12-covid-19-impact-on-supply-chain-logistics-assessment-and-recommendations/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/media/9440/psm_covid-19impactonsupplychainlogistics_report_en.pdf?u=637196033260000000
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/sourcing-management/updates/2020-03-10-opportunity-for-evaluation-of-selected-medicines/
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/
https://icvanetwork.org/
http://www.interaction.org/
https://www.interaction.org/blog/civil-society-guidance-for-a-model-policy-dod-policy-on-civilian-harm/
https://www.interaction.org/blog/civil-society-guidance-for-a-model-policy-dod-policy-on-civilian-harm/
https://www.interaction.org/blog/forum-2020-rescheduled-due-to-covid-19/
https://www.interaction.org/blog/forum-2020-rescheduled-due-to-covid-19/


   

  

Mar 12, 2020  
 
Blog Post  
InterAction’s COVID-19 Update 
InterAction  
Mar 11, 2020  
 
:::::: 
 
3ie  International Initiative for Impact Evaluation [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://www.3ieimpact.org/ 
Publications 
Measuring impacts of conservation interventions on human well-being and the 
environment in Northern Cambodia  
   Impact evaluation 3ie 2020 Built on a nine-year monitoring programme, initiated in 2008, this impact 
evaluation quantifies the impact of protected areas and conservation activities such as payments for 
environmental services programmes on environmental and social outcomes in the Northern Plains 
landscape of Cambodia.  
 
The effects of vouchers for essential household items on child health, mental health, 
resilience and social cohesion among internally displaced persons in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo  
    Impact evaluation 3ie 2020 This impact evaluation report highlights the impact of essential 
household items vouchers provided to recently displaced persons and vulnerable host families in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo at fairs organised by UNICEF and the United Nations Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs.  
 
 
CHS Alliance  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://chsalliance.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Development Initiatives   [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://devinit.org/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
::::::  
 
Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action 
(ALNAP)     [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://www.alnap.org/ 
Event 
ALNAP Annual Meeting Study launch webinar: Making aid work for people in crisis  
30 March 2020 
 
 

https://www.interaction.org/blog/interactions-covid-19-update/
https://www.interaction.org/blog/interactions-covid-19-update/
http://www.3ieimpact.org/
https://www.3ieimpact.org/evidence-hub/publications/impact-evaluations/measuring-impacts-conservation-interventions-human
https://www.3ieimpact.org/evidence-hub/publications/impact-evaluations/measuring-impacts-conservation-interventions-human
https://www.3ieimpact.org/evidence-hub/publications/impact-evaluations/effects-vouchers-essential-household-items-child
https://www.3ieimpact.org/evidence-hub/publications/impact-evaluations/effects-vouchers-essential-household-items-child
https://www.3ieimpact.org/evidence-hub/publications/impact-evaluations/effects-vouchers-essential-household-items-child
http://chsalliance.org/
http://devinit.org/news/
http://www.alnap.org/
https://www.alnap.org/upcoming-events/alnap-annual-meeting-study-launch-webinar-making-aid-work-for-people-in-crisis


   

  

CERAH – Geneva Centre for Education and Research in Humanitarian Action  [to 14 Mar 
2020] 
https://cerahgeneve.ch/events/news/ 
CERAH News 
Coronavirus: Information for CERAH community and visitors 
10.3.2020 
   The safety and well-being of our students, staff and community at large is our highest priority.  
The University of Geneva and the Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies, of 
which CERAH is part, are carefully monitoring the development of the novel coronavirus spread in all 
affected countries and regions (Swiss Federal Office of Public Health).  
 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre 
LATEST PRESS RELEASES 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
EHLRA/R2HC/HIF   [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Groupe URD   [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://www.urd.org/en/ 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Humanitarian Studies Association  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://ihsa.info/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
INEE – an international network for education in emergencies   [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://www.ineesite.org/en/news 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP)  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://phap.org/ 
Association news 
Consultation reports from the PHAP and GPC webinar series now available 
3/9/2020 
Following the three PHAP and Global Protection Cluster (GPC) webinars, the consultation reports are 
now publicly available. 

https://cerahgeneve.ch/events/news/
https://cerahgeneve.ch/events/news/archive/coronavirus-information-for-cerah-community-and-visitors/
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/
https://www.urd.org/en/
https://ihsa.info/
http://www.ineesite.org/en/news
https://phap.org/
https://phap.org/PHAP/News/2020-03/200309-GPCPHAP-ConsultationReports.aspx


   

  

   Last year, PHAP together with the Global Protection Cluster (GPC) organized a series of webinars as 
part of online consultations to assist in refining GPCs new Strategic Framework for 2020-2024. These 
webinars gathered participants from the humanitarian sector and related areas around the world, who 
provided their views on three critical aspects of the role of the future role of GPC. Following this series, 
the post consultation reports are now publicly available for each event… 
 
 
Sphere  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://spherestandards.org/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
Start Network [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs 
News and Blog 
An open letter to International NGOs who are looking to ‘localise’ their operations 
by  Helen James   
12 Mar 20  
 
Flexibility in Unpredictable Situations 
How the Start Fund promotes the best possible response 
by Christine Murphy  
11 Mar 20  
 
:::::: 
 
Brookings 
http://www.brookings.edu/ 
Accessed 14 Mar 2020 
Latest Research 
Report  
A comparison of deflators for telecommunications services output 
Mohamed Abdirahman, Diane Coyle, Richard Heys, and Will Stewart 
Wednesday, March 11, 2020  
 
Report  
Middle class marriage is declining, and likely deepening inequality 
Richard V. Reeves and Christopher Pulliam 
Wednesday, March 11, 2020  
 
India  
Mobility and tenure choice in urban India 
Arnab Dutta, Sahil Gandhi, and Richard K Green 
Wednesday, March 11, 2020  
 
India  
Is India still the neighbourhood’s education hub? 

https://spherestandards.org/news/
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs/open-letter-to-international-ngos-who-are-looking-to-localise-their-operations
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs/flexibility-unpredictable-situations
http://www.brookings.edu/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/a-comparison-of-deflators-for-telecommunications-services-output/
https://www.brookings.edu/author/mohamed-abdirahman/
https://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/Staff_and_Students/professor-diane-coyle
https://www.brookings.edu/author/richard-heys/
https://www.brookings.edu/author/will-stewart/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/middle-class-marriage-is-declining-and-likely-deepening-inequality/
https://www.brookings.edu/experts/richard-v-reeves/
https://www.brookings.edu/author/christopher-pulliam/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/mobility-and-tenure-choice-in-urban-india/
https://www.brookings.edu/author/arnab-dutta/
https://www.brookings.edu/author/sahil-gandhi/
https://www.brookings.edu/author/richard-k-green/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/is-india-still-the-neighbourhoods-education-hub/


   

  

Constantino Xavier, Aakshi Chaba, and Geetika Dang 
Tuesday, March 10, 2020  
 
Report  
A dozen facts about the economics of the US health-care system 
Ryan Nunn, Jana Parsons, and Jay Shambaugh 
Tuesday, March 10, 2020  
 
 
Center for Global Development    [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center 
Selected Publications, News and Events 
March 12, 2020 
Why is Global Health Missing from the UK’s Integrated Review? 
   As the UK undertakes “the biggest review of Britain's place in the world since the end of the Cold 
War,” our experts explore how global health could be incorporated into the integrated review. 
Kalipso Chalkidou , Martin Bricknell , Richard Sullivan , Adrian Gheorghe and Amanda Glassman  
 
 
CSIS  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://www.csis.org/ 
Selected Reports 
Report 
CSIS European Trilateral Track 2 Nuclear Dialogues 
March 13, 2020 | Rebecca Hersman The European Trilateral Track 2 Nuclear Dialogues convenes senior 
nuclear policy experts from the United Kingdom, France, and the United States to discuss nuclear 
deterrence, arms control, and nonproliferation issues and identify areas of consensus among the P3.  
 
Report 
Addressing Unresolved Challenges in U.S.-Russia Relations 
March 13, 2020 | Jeffrey Mankoff The report summarizes discussions at a U.S.-Russia Track II Dialogue 
on the strategic competition in the Western Balkans, future of the nuclear non-proliferation regime, and 
sanctions. The participants discussed the objectives of each side and suggested an outline of steps to...  
 
Report 
The Changing Geopolitics of Nuclear Energy: A Look at the United States, Russia, and 
China 
March 12, 2020 | Jane Nakano The U.S. nuclear energy industry is facing a relative decline while Russia 
and China are growing their nuclear competitiveness. This report investigates changes to the three 
countries’ foreign policy influence and the role governments play in nuclear power development.  
 
Report 
Climate Solutions Series: Deep Decarbonization Pathways 
March 10, 2020 | Stephen J. Naimoli, Sarah Ladislaw The current scientific consensus indicates that to 
prevent the most catastrophic effects of climate change, we must reduce greenhouse gas emissions to 
net-zero by or soon after 2050. The CSIS Energy Security and Climate Change program explores how 
to get there.  
 

https://www.brookings.edu/experts/constantino-xavier/
https://www.brookings.edu/author/aakshi-chaba/
https://www.brookings.edu/author/geetika-dang/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/a-dozen-facts-about-the-economics-of-the-u-s-health-care-system/
https://www.brookings.edu/experts/ryan-nunn/
https://www.brookings.edu/author/jana-parsons/
https://www.brookings.edu/experts/jay-shambaugh/
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/why-global-health-missing-uks-integrated-review
https://www.cgdev.org/expert/kalipso-chalkidou
https://www.kcl.ac.uk/people/professor-martin-bricknell
https://www.kcl.ac.uk/people/richard-sullivan
https://www.cgdev.org/expert/adrian-gheorghe
http://www.cgdev.org/expert/amanda-glassman
https://www.csis.org/
https://www.csis.org/analysis/csis-european-trilateral-track-2-nuclear-dialogues-1
https://www.csis.org/people/rebecca-hersman
https://www.csis.org/analysis/addressing-unresolved-challenges-us-russia-relations
https://www.csis.org/people/jeffrey-mankoff
https://www.csis.org/analysis/changing-geopolitics-nuclear-energy-look-united-states-russia-and-china
https://www.csis.org/analysis/changing-geopolitics-nuclear-energy-look-united-states-russia-and-china
https://www.csis.org/people/jane-nakano
https://www.csis.org/analysis/climate-solutions-series-deep-decarbonization-pathways
https://www.csis.org/people/stephen-j-naimoli
https://www.csis.org/people/sarah-ladislaw


   

  

Report 
Mystery Math: The U.S.-China Phase-1 Purchase Figures Do Not Add Up 
March 10, 2020 | Scott Kennedy China’s commitment in the Phase-1 deal to radically increase U.S. 
imports appears to be a major American victory. But close inspection of the agreement’s details 
suggests implementation will be a tall task. The numbers were not only unrealistic; they were literally 
unreal.  
 
 
ODI   [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://www.odi.org/  
Selected Press Releases & Reports 
The role of debtors and creditors in preventing debt crises in low-income countries 
Working and discussion papers | March 2020 | Jesse Griffiths 
This paper provides an overview of the current debt situation, globally and in low-income countries. 
 
Climate change, conflict and security scan: analysis of current thinking December 2018–
March 2019 
Publication series | March 2020 | Katie Peters, Leigh Mayhew, Olena Borodyna, Hannah Measures, 
Kristina Petrova, Christie Nicoson, Pernilla Nordqvist and Laura E.R. Peters 
This scan summarises the literature and social media coverage on the topic of resilience, climate 
change, conflict and security in Dec 2018–March 2019. 
 
 
RoRI [Research on Research Institute]  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://researchonresearch.org/ 
We're an open and independent new initiative providing data, analysis and intelligence on how to make 
research systems more strategic, open, diverse and inclusive. 
News and Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Urban Institute   [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://www.urban.org/publications 
Publications 
The Los Angeles Community Safety Partnership: 2019 Assessment  
This report presents findings from a 2019 assessment of the Community Safety Partnership, a 
collaboration between the Housing Authority of the City of Los Angeles and the Los Angeles Police 
Department—a joint effort to make Los Angeles public housing developments safer by reducing gang 
influence, improving residents’ perceptions of safety, helping youth access resources and programming, 
and strengthening police-community  
Lily Robin, Bryce Peterson, Libby Doyle, Eva Chavez, Nicole Bracy 
March 13, 2020  
Research Report 
  
Long Island Racial Equity through Economic Advancement  
Long Island— the United States’ first suburb—is by many measures an economically prosperous 
place.  However, opportunity is not spread equally on Long Island. Long-standing discrimination and 
residential segregation created and maintains racial disparities, with black Long Islanders experiencing 

https://www.csis.org/analysis/mystery-math-us-china-phase-1-purchase-figures-do-not-add
https://www.csis.org/people/scott-kennedy
https://www.odi.org/media-hub/press-room
https://www.odi.org/publications/16740-role-debtors-and-creditors-preventing-debt-crises-low-income-countries
https://www.odi.org/publications/16728-climate-change-conflict-and-security-scan-analysis-current-thinking-december-2018-march-2019
https://www.odi.org/publications/16728-climate-change-conflict-and-security-scan-analysis-current-thinking-december-2018-march-2019
http://researchonresearch.org/
https://www.urban.org/publications
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/los-angeles-community-safety-partnership-2019-assessment
https://www.urban.org/author/lily-robin
https://www.urban.org/author/bryce-peterson
https://www.urban.org/author/libby-doyle
https://www.urban.org/author/eva-chavez
https://www.urban.org/author/nicole-bracy
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/long-island-racial-equity-through-economic-advancement


   

  

more limited access to employment, lower incomes, and greater financial insecurity. This report 
surveys the landscape of Long  
Steven Brown, Donnie Charleston, Kriti Ramakrishnan, LesLeigh D. Ford 
March 11, 2020  
Research Report 
  
Repaying College Loans: Helping Students Make Good Decisions  
For college students looking to avoid unmanageable debt, making informed decisions about where to 
go, what to study, and how much to borrow is only the first step. How students approach repayment 
can be equally important in determining their financial outcomes. This memo aims to help counselors 
and other advisers better understand how repayment patterns differ by race or ethnicity, program, and 
type of institution to better  
Sandy Baum, Kelia Washington 
March 11, 2020  
Fact Sheet 
  
Borrowing for College: Helping High School Students Make Good Decisions  
The transition from high school to college can challenge students and families, who often struggle as 
they figure out how to finance a college degree and how much to borrow. Though there is no “right” 
amount of debt, understanding how different choices affect different students can help inform 
decisions. This memo aims to help counselors and other advisers better understand differences in 
borrowing by race or ethnicity, program  
Sandy Baum, Kelia Washington 
March 11, 2020  
Fact Sheet 
  
Borrowing for College: Helping Older Students Make Good Decisions  
Adults returning to school after time away face unique challenges, such as determining how much to 
borrow to finance their education. Overborrowing can cause significant problems, but borrowing too 
little can be just as much of a problem. To help guide students’ decisions, this memo aims to help 
counselors and other advisers better understand how borrowing patterns for older students differ by 
race or ethnicity, program, and  
Sandy Baum, Kelia Washington 
March 11, 2020  
Fact Sheet 
  
HUD Omits Race from Fair Housing Proposal  
This comment responds to the US Department of Housing and Urban Development’s (HUD's) proposed 
revisions to a rule on Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing (published on January 14, 2020). HUD’s 
proposal omits key information necessary to assess local jurisdictions' progress complying with the Fair 
Housing Act. Our analysis suggests that HUD's proposed race-neutral approach would be incomplete at 
best and risks obscuring and  
Claudia D. Solari, Martha M. Galvez, Katherine Thomas, Solomon Greene 
March 9, 2020  
Public Comment 
  
Finding Common Interests: NNIP Partners and Children's Hospitals Collaborate  

https://www.urban.org/author/steven-brown
https://www.urban.org/author/donnie-charleston
https://www.urban.org/author/kriti-ramakrishnan
https://www.urban.org/author/lesleigh-d-ford
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/repaying-college-loans-helping-students-make-good-decisions
https://www.urban.org/author/sandy-baum
https://www.urban.org/author/kelia-washington
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/borrowing-college-helping-high-school-students-make-good-decisions
https://www.urban.org/author/sandy-baum
https://www.urban.org/author/kelia-washington
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/borrowing-college-helping-older-students-make-good-decisions
https://www.urban.org/author/sandy-baum
https://www.urban.org/author/kelia-washington
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/hud-omits-race-fair-housing-proposal
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https://www.urban.org/research/publication/finding-common-interests-nnip-partners-and-childrens-hospitals-collaborate


   

  

Where children live matters and can affect their health over their lifetimes. To improve the health of 
their patients, several children’s hospitals have turned to organizations in the National Neighborhood 
Indicators Partnership (NNIP). This brief provides examples of collaborations between children’s 
hospitals and NNIP Partners from seven cities and examines how they work together to understand 
specific children’s health issues  
Camille H. Anoll 
March 9, 2020  
Brief 
  
  
The Wistar Institute   [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://www.wistar.org/news/press-releases 
Press Releases 
Mar. 11, 2020  
Coupling Computational Protein Engineering with Synthetic DNA Technology Enhances 
Nanovaccine Efficacy Allowing the Patient’s Own Body to Customize Production  
   Synthetic DNA technology allows for in vivo assembly of complex nanovaccines able to elicit stronger 
immune responses in preclinical studies. 
 
 
World Economic Forum    [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/ 
Media 
World Economic Forum Convenes Global Business for COVID Action Platform  
News 11 Mar 2020  
· The World Economic Forum on Wednesday announced the creation of the COVID Action Platform  
· The global platform, the first of its kind, aims to convene the business community for collective 
action, protect people’s livelihoods and facilitate business continuity, and mobilize support for the 
COVID-19 response  
· The platform is created with the support of the World Health Organization and is open to all 
businesses and industry groups, as well as other stakeholders, aiming to integrate and inform joint 
action  
· For more information, please visit http://wef.ch/COVIDActionPlatform  
   …The COVID Action Platform will focus on three priorities: 
Galvanize the global business community for collective actionProtect people’s livelihoods and facilitate 
business continuityMobilize cooperation and business support for the COVID-19 response. 
   The COVID Action Platform is open to all global businesses and industry groups, as well as other 
stakeholders, including governments, that wish to team up with the private sector on their response. 
The platform will operate a network where CEOs, organizational leaders and designated COVID-19 
corporate responders can offer their help and team up on specific projects, launch actions and keep 
each other informed of best practices…. 
 
Leading the Continent’s Digital Transformation, Championing the Disabled, and 
Empowering Rural Women: Meet this Year’s African Change-makers  
News 11 Mar 2020  
 
Developing Medicine with Machines, Delivering High Quality Healthcare, and Addressing 
Mental Health: Meet this Year’s Change-makers  

https://www.urban.org/author/camille-h-anoll
https://www.wistar.org/news/press-releases
https://wistar.org/news/press-releases/coupling-computational-protein-engineering-synthetic-dna-technology-enhances
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https://agenda.weforum.org/news/
https://www.weforum.org/press/2020/03/world-economic-forum-convenes-global-business-for-covid-action-platform
http://wef.ch/COVIDActionPlatform
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https://www.weforum.org/press/2020/03/developing-medicine-with-machines-delivering-high-quality-healthcare-and-addressing-mental-health-meet-this-year-s-change-makers
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News 11 Mar 2020  
 

 
*                      *                       *                        * 
 
 

:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will primarily monitor press/media releases announcing key initiatives and new research from a 
growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, humanitarian 
response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended to be exhaustive, but 
indicative.  
 
 

Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/ 
Press Release  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
MARCH 10, 2020  
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, Wellcome, and Mastercard Launch Initiative to Speed 
Development and Access to Therapies for COVID-19  
COVID-19 Therapeutics Accelerator will coordinate R&D efforts and remove barriers to drug 
development and scale-up to address the epidemic  
 
 
Blue Meridian Partners [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/ 
Blue Meridian Partners is a new capital aggregation collaboration that plans to invest at least $1 billion 
in high-performance nonprofits that are poised to have truly national impact for economically 
disadvantaged children and youth.  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Annie E. Casey Foundation   [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/ 
Newsroom 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clinton Foundation  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements 
Press Release  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Co Impact   [to 14 Mar 2020] 

https://alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases/2020/03/COVID-19-Therapeutics-Accelerator
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases/2020/03/COVID-19-Therapeutics-Accelerator
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements


   

  

www.co-impact.io 
Co-Impact is a global philanthropic collaborative for systems change focused on improving the lives of 
millions of people around the world. 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Ford Foundation  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://www.fordfoundation.org/ 
News   11 March 2020  
Consortium Forms Advisory Council, Announces Plans to Preserve Historic Ebony and Jet 
Photographic Archive  
 
Equals Change Blog   9 March 2020  
From Fear to Freedom  
By Nicolette Naylor  
Ending violence against women and girls 
 
 
J. Paul Getty Trust  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://news.getty.edu/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

Grameen Foundation    [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://grameenfoundation.org/stories/press-releases 
Press Releases 
Celo Foundation Announces Alliance for Prosperity to Build Financial Tools for 5.6B 
Smartphone Owners 
03/10/2020 
   Grameen Foundation, Mercy Corps, and Andreessen Horowitz among 50 initial member organizations 
of decentralized, global ecosystem 
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/  
Latest Updates  
As part of COVID-19 response, Hewlett office building will temporarily close, staff will 
work remotely   
 March 11, 2020  
   Starting Monday, March 16, our Menlo Park office building will be closed, and all staff will work 
remotely as part of the community’s effort to reduce the spread of COVID-19. Hewlett Foundation 

http://co-impact.io/
http://www.fordfoundation.org/
https://www.fordfoundation.org/the-latest/news/consortium-forms-advisory-council-announces-plans-to-preserve-historic-ebony-and-jet-photographic-archive/
https://www.fordfoundation.org/the-latest/news/consortium-forms-advisory-council-announces-plans-to-preserve-historic-ebony-and-jet-photographic-archive/
https://www.fordfoundation.org/ideas/equals-change-blog/posts/from-fear-to-freedom/
http://news.getty.edu/
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press
https://grameenfoundation.org/stories/press-releases
http://grameenfoundation.org/stories/press-releases/celo-foundation-announces-alliance-for-prosperity-to-build-financial-tools-for-5-6b-smartphone-owners
http://grameenfoundation.org/stories/press-releases/celo-foundation-announces-alliance-for-prosperity-to-build-financial-tools-for-5-6b-smartphone-owners
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/
https://hewlett.org/newsroom/as-part-of-covid-19-response-hewlett-office-building-will-temporarily-close-staff-will-work-remotely/
https://hewlett.org/newsroom/as-part-of-covid-19-response-hewlett-office-building-will-temporarily-close-staff-will-work-remotely/
https://hewlett.org/newsroom/as-part-of-covid-19-response-hewlett-office-building-will-temporarily-close-staff-will-work-remotely/
https://hewlett.org/newsroom/as-part-of-covid-19-response-hewlett-office-building-will-temporarily-close-staff-will-work-remotely/


   

  

President Larry Kramer explained that “the building may be closed, but the foundation remains open.” 
Staff will continue working full time to ensure…  
 
 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
Our News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IKEA Foundation    [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/ 
Stories 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news 
Institute  Mar 11 2020  
HHMI Opens New Program for Medically Trained Scientists 
   In 2021, the Medically Trained Scientists Program will provide long-term support for up to 10 
biomedical scientists committed to conducting fundamental research.  
 
 
Kaiser Family Foundation  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://www.kff.org/search/?post_type=press-release 
March 13, 2020   News Release  
About 4 in 10 Adults in the U.S. Are At Greater Risk of Developing Serious Illness if 
Infected with Coronavirus, Due to Age or Underlying Health Conditions  
   Based on current understanding of risk, forty-one percent of adults ages 18 and older in the U.S. 
have a higher risk of developing more serious illness if they become infected with the virus that causes 
COVID-19, because they are older or have serious underlying health conditions, or both, according to… 
 
March 10, 2020   News Release  
New Online Resource Tracks Donor Funding for Coronavirus Response 
   While donors have begun providing support to China and other low- and middle-income countries, 
there is currently no other centralized repository for this information. This tracker provides an 
accounting of publicly available information on donor funding to date. 
 
 
Kellogg Foundation  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media 
Selected Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Aga Khan Foundation   [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation 

http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news
https://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news/250-how-philanthropic-partnerships-can-combat-america-s-opioid-epidemic
https://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news/250-how-philanthropic-partnerships-can-combat-america-s-opioid-epidemic
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/
https://www.hhmi.org/news
https://www.hhmi.org/news/hhmi-opens-new-program-for-medically-trained-scientists
https://www.kff.org/search/?post_type=press-release
https://www.kff.org/global-health-policy/press-release/about-4-in-10-adults-in-the-u-s-are-at-greater-risk-of-developing-serious-illness-if-infected-with-coronavirus-due-to-age-or-underlying-health-conditions/
https://www.kff.org/global-health-policy/press-release/about-4-in-10-adults-in-the-u-s-are-at-greater-risk-of-developing-serious-illness-if-infected-with-coronavirus-due-to-age-or-underlying-health-conditions/
https://www.kff.org/global-health-policy/press-release/new-online-resource-tracks-donor-funding-for-coronavirus-response/
https://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media
https://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation


   

  

Press Releases 
12 March 2020 
Aga Khan Museum celebrates the creativity and artistic contributions of newcomers with 
season focused on stories of immigration  
Season of Immigration will feature 51 visual artists, 15 performances, and 10 speakers, representing 
more than 50 countries around the world. 
 
10 March 2020 
Twelve specialist doctors graduate in Kabul hospital ceremony  
 
 
MacArthur Foundation  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://www.macfound.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation   [to 14 Mar 2020] 

https://mellon.org/ 
Mellon News 
A Message to Our Grantees and Partners about COVID-19 
March 13, 2020 
 
 
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://www.moore.org/ 
News 
Advancing the frontier of aquatic symbiosis research 
March 11, 2020 
   The Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation has awarded grants to support the work of fifteen scientists 
as part of the Symbiosis in Aquatic Systems Initiative investigator program. This vibrant international 
cohort will receive five years of unrestricted support to pursue innovative, risky research that has high 
potential for significant conceptual and methodological advances in aquatic symbiosis. The collective 
research is expected to move the community towards a more comprehensive understanding of the 
origins, evolution, physiology, ecology and natural history of aquatic symbioses… 
 
 
Open Society Foundations  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/newsroom 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://www.packard.org/news/ 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Pew Charitable Trusts  [to 14 Mar 2020] 

https://www.akdn.org/press-release/aga-khan-museum-celebrates-creativity-and-artistic-contributions-newcomers-season
https://www.akdn.org/press-release/aga-khan-museum-celebrates-creativity-and-artistic-contributions-newcomers-season
https://www.akdn.org/press-release/twelve-specialist-doctors-graduate-kabul-hospital-ceremony
http://www.macfound.org/
https://mellon.org/
https://mellon.org/news-blog/articles/message-our-grantees-and-partners-about-covid-19/
https://www.moore.org/
https://www.moore.org/article-detail?newsUrlName=advancing-the-frontier-of-aquatic-symbiosis-research
https://www.moore.org/initiative-strategy-detail?initiativeId=symbiosis-in-aquatic-systems-initiative
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/newsroom
http://www.packard.org/news/


   

  

http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room 
Press Releases & Statements 
Event 
March 20, 2020 
Mitigation Matters: How Cities and States Along the Mississippi River Should Plan for 
Flooding 
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/ 
The Latest 
Coronavirus and Food Access: Four Questions Every Community Needs to Answer  
Devon Klatell, Managing Director, The Rockefeller Foundation  
March 11, 2020  
 
   For the nearly 40 million Americans struggling with food insecurity, the relatively modest 
inconveniences many Americans will confront due to disruptions in the food system could have 
catastrophic consequences. 
 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/  
Latest News and Highlights 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Science Philanthropy Alliance   [to 14 Mar 2020] 
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/ 
“…a group of organizations working together to increase philanthropic support for basic scientific 
research on a global basis…” 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SDG Philanthropy Platform 
http://sdgfunders.org/ 
SDG Philanthropy Platform is a collaboration between philanthropy and the greater international 
development community led by Foundation Center, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
and Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, and supported by the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, Ford 
Foundation and the MasterCard Foundation, the Brach Family Foundation, and other key organizations 
such as Asociación de Fundaciones Empresariales (AFE) in Colombia, Brach Family Charitable 
Foundation, CAF America, Council on Foundations, East Africa Association of Grantmakers (EAAG), 
European Foundation Centre, Filantropi Indonesia (FI), GlobalGiving, The Humanitarian Forum, World 
Congress of Muslim Philanthropists, and Worldwide Initiatives for Grantmaker Support (WINGS). 
Selected Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation  [to 14 Mar 2020] 

http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room
https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/events/2020/mitigation-matters-how-cities-and-states-along-the-mississippi-river-should-plan-for-flooding
https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/events/2020/mitigation-matters-how-cities-and-states-along-the-mississippi-river-should-plan-for-flooding
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/blog/coronavirus-and-food-access-four-questions-every-community-needs-to-answer/
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom/news-releases.html
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/
http://sdgfunders.org/


   

  

https://sloan.org/about/press  
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
News | 9 March 2020  
Wellcome pledges up to $50 million to new initiative to speed development of COVID-19 
treatments 
   Wellcome joins the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and Mastercard in launching a new initiative to 
speed the development of and access to therapies for COVID-19. Together they are committing up to 
$125 million in seed funding. 
 

:::::: 
 
Candid [formerly Foundation Center and GuideStar]  [to 14 Mar 2020 
https://candid.org/about/press-room?fcref=pg 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Council on Foundations  [to 14 Mar 2020] 
https://www.cof.org/newsroom 
Newsroom 
COVID-19 Resource Hub 
Resources and news for philanthropy's response to the coronavirus outbreak.  
 

 
*                       *                       *                        * 
 
 

:: Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in human 
rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be exhaustive. We will 
add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon recommendation from 
readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content but note that successful access 
to some of the articles and other content may require subscription or other access arrangement unique 
to the publisher. Please suggest additional journals you feel warrant coverage. 
 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
March 2020 Volume 48, Issue 3, p239-354  
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
March 2020 Volume 58, Issue 3, p313-472  
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current  

https://sloan.org/about/press
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news/wellcome-pledges-50-million-new-initiative-speed-development-covid-19-treatments
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news/wellcome-pledges-50-million-new-initiative-speed-development-covid-19-treatments
https://candid.org/about/press-room?fcref=pg
https://www.cof.org/newsroom
https://www.cof.org/news/covid-19-resource-hub
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current


   

  

[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
March 2020  110(33) 
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
Volume 102, Issue 3, March 2020  
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/14761645/102/3 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
3 March 2020 Vol: 172, Issue 5  
http://annals.org/aim/issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Antiquity – A Review of World Archeology 
Latest Issue: Issue 373 - February 2020 
https://antiquity.ac.uk/latest 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Artificial Intelligence – An International Journal 
Volume 281  April 2020 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/artificial-intelligence/vol/281/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed 14 Mar 2020) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Global Health 
March 2020 - Volume 5 - 3 
https://gh.bmj.com/content/5/2 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 14 Mar 2020) 

http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/14761645/102/3
http://annals.org/aim/issue
https://antiquity.ac.uk/latest
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/artificial-intelligence/vol/281/suppl/C
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/
https://gh.bmj.com/content/5/2
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content


   

  

Exploring the capacity of the Somaliland healthcare system to manage female genital 
mutilation / cutting-related complications and prevent the medicalization of the practice: 
a cross-sectional study  
Female genital mutilation/cutting (FGM/C) negatively impacts the wellbeing of girls and women 
throughout their lifecycle. In Somalia, FGM/C prevalence is nearly universal (98%) among females 
aged 15–49 years, ...  
Authors: Mohamed Yussuf, Dennis J. Matanda and Richard A. Powell 
Citation: BMC Health Services Research 2020 20:200  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 12 March 2020 
 
 
BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 14 Mar 2020) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Medicine 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content 
(Accessed 14 Mar 2020)  
Quantifying the economic cost of antibiotic resistance and the impact of related 
interventions: rapid methodological review, conceptual framework and recommendations 
for future studies  
Antibiotic resistance (ABR) poses a major threat to health and economic wellbeing worldwide. Reducing 
ABR will require government interventions to incentivise antibiotic development, prudent antibiotic use, 
in...  
Authors: Mark Jit, Dorothy Hui Lin Ng, Nantasit Luangasanatip, Frank Sandmann, Katherine E. Atkins, 
Julie V. Robotham and Koen B. Pouwels 
Citation: BMC Medicine 2020 18:38  
Content type: Correspondence 
Published on: 6 March 2020 
 
 
BMC Medicine 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content 
(Accessed 14 Mar 2020)  
What further should be done to control COVID-19 outbreaks in addition to cases isolation 
and contact tracing measures?  
Authors: Zhenjian He 
Citation: BMC Medicine 2020 18:80  
Content type: MedViews 
Published on: 13 March 2020 
 
 
BMC Public Health 
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles 
(Accessed 14 Mar 2020) 

https://bmchealthservres.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12913-020-5049-2
https://bmchealthservres.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12913-020-5049-2
https://bmchealthservres.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12913-020-5049-2
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content
https://bmcmedicine.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12916-020-1507-2
https://bmcmedicine.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12916-020-1507-2
https://bmcmedicine.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12916-020-1507-2
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content
https://bmcmedicine.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12916-020-01551-8
https://bmcmedicine.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12916-020-01551-8
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles


   

  

Knowledge about cervical cancer and HPV immunization dropout rate among Brazilian 
adolescent girls and their guardians  
Infections with Human Papillomavirus (HPV) are the main cause of cervical cancer. Since 2014, the 
HPV vaccine was introduced in the Brazilian National Vaccination Calendar. The purpose of this study 
was to ass...  
Authors: Ana Carolina da Silva Santos, Nayara Nascimento Toledo Silva, Cláudia Martins Carneiro, 
Wendel Coura-Vital and Angélica Alves Lima 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2020 20:301  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 6 March 2020 
 
 
BMC Research Notes  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content 
(Accessed 14 Mar 2020) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Open 
March 2020 - Volume 10 - 3 
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Bulletin of the World Health Organization   
Volume 98, Number 3, March 2020, 149-228 
https://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/98/3/en/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Child Care, Health and Development  
Volume 46, Issue 2   Pages: 155-248  March 2020 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13652214/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Child Abuse and Neglect: The International Journal 
Volume 101  March 2020 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/child-abuse-and-neglect/vol/101/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Clinical Therapeutics 
January 2020 Volume 42, Issue 1, p1-236  
http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 

https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-020-8410-9
https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-020-8410-9
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/current
https://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/98/3/en/
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13652214/current
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/child-abuse-and-neglect/vol/101/suppl/C
http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/current


   

  

Clinical Trials 
Volume 17 Issue 1, February 2020  
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/ctja/17/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Conflict and Health 
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 14 Mar 2020] 
Obituary for Dr. Peter Salama  
Authors: Paul Spiegel 
Content type: Obituary 
6 March 2020 
 
 
Contemporary Clinical Trials 
Volume 89   February 2020 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/contemporary-clinical-trials/vol/89/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The CRISPR Journal 
Volume 3, Issue 1 / February 2020 
https://www.liebertpub.com/toc/crispr/3/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Current Genetic Medicine Reports 
Volume 8, Issue 1, March 2020 
https://link.springer.com/journal/40142/8/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Current Opinion in Infectious Diseases 
April 2020 - Volume 33 - Issue 2  
https://journals.lww.com/co-infectiousdiseases/pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Developing World Bioethics 
Volume 19, Issue 4  Pages: 187-247  December 2019 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14718847/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Development in Practice  
Volume 30, Issue 1, 2020 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cdip20/current 

https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/ctja/17/1
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/
https://conflictandhealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13031-020-00262-4
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/contemporary-clinical-trials/vol/89/suppl/C
https://www.liebertpub.com/toc/crispr/3/1
https://link.springer.com/journal/40142/8/1
https://journals.lww.com/co-infectiousdiseases/pages/currenttoc.aspx
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14718847/current
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cdip20/current


   

  

[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Development Policy Review 
Volume 38, Issue 2   Pages: 1-282  March 2020 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14677679/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disability and Rehabilitation: Assistive Technology 
Volume 15, Issue 3, 2020 
http://informahealthcare.com/toc/idt/current 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Disaster Medicine and Public Health Preparedness  
Volume 14 - Issue 1 - February 2020  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/disaster-medicine-and-public-health-preparedness/latest-
issue 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Disasters 
Volume 44, Issue 1  Pages: 1-232  January 2020 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14677717/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
EMBO Reports  
Volume 21  Issue 3  4 March 2020 
https://www.embopress.org/toc/14693178/current 
Opinion   20 February 2020   Open Access 
The courage to change science 
Tiago Fleming Outeiro 
   Bureaucracy, performance assessment and other pressures increasingly encroach on scientists’ ability 
to do science. The research community as a whole needs to address these perils. 
 
Science & Society   11 February 2020  
Bio‐informational futures : The convergence of artificial intelligence and synthetic biology 
Thom A Dixon, Natalie C Curach, Isak S Pretorius 
Synthetic biology and artificial intelligence naturally converge in the biofoundry. Navigating the ethical 
and societal issues of the biofoundry's potential remains a major challenge.  
 
 
Emergency Medicine Journal 
https://bmcemergmed.biomedcentral.com/articles 
[Accessed 14 Mar 2020] 
[No new digest content identified] 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14677679/current
http://informahealthcare.com/toc/idt/current
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/disaster-medicine-and-public-health-preparedness/latest-issue
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/disaster-medicine-and-public-health-preparedness/latest-issue
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14677717/current
https://www.embopress.org/toc/14693178/current
https://www.embopress.org/doi/10.15252/embr.202050124
https://www.embopress.org/doi/10.15252/embr.202050124
https://www.embopress.org/doi/10.15252/embr.202050036
https://www.embopress.org/doi/10.15252/embr.202050036
https://www.embopress.org/action/doSearch?ContribAuthorStored=A+Dixon%2C+Thom
https://www.embopress.org/action/doSearch?ContribAuthorStored=C+Curach%2C+Natalie
https://www.embopress.org/action/doSearch?ContribAuthorStored=Pretorius%2C+Isak+S
https://bmcemergmed.biomedcentral.com/articles


   

  

 
 
Emerging Infectious Diseases 
Volume 26, Number 3—March 2020 
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Epidemics 
Volume 29   December 2019 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/epidemics/vol/29/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Epidemiology and Infection 
Volume 148 - 2020  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/epidemiology-and-infection/latest-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Ethics & Human Research 
Volume 42, Issue 1   Pages: 1-40   January–February 2020 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/25782363/current 
Off‐Trial Access :: Deception :: Crowdsourced Research :: Single IRBs 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Ethics & International Affairs 
Winter 2019 (33.4)   | December 2019  
https://www.ethicsandinternationalaffairs.org/2019/winter-2019-33-4/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The European Journal of Public Health 
Volume 30, Issue 1, February 2020 
https://academic.oup.com/eurpub/issue/30/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Food Policy  Volume 75 
Volume 91  February 2020 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/food-policy/vol/91/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Food Security  
Volume 12, Issue 1, February 2020 
https://link.springer.com/journal/12571/12/1 

http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/epidemics/vol/29/suppl/C
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/epidemiology-and-infection/latest-issue
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/25782363/current
https://www.ethicsandinternationalaffairs.org/2019/winter-2019-33-4/
https://academic.oup.com/eurpub/issue/30/1
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/food-policy/vol/91/suppl/C
https://link.springer.com/journal/12571/12/1


   

  

[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Forced Migration Review (FMR) 
FMR 63  February 2020  
https://www.fmreview.org/cities 
Cities and towns 
Cities and towns are on the frontline of receiving and welcoming people who have been displaced. In 
this issue of FMR, policymakers, practitioners, researchers, representatives of cities and international 
city-focused alliances, and displaced people themselves debate the challenges facing both the urban 
authorities and their partners, and the people who come to live there. The issue also includes two 
‘general’ articles on other topics. 
 
 
Forum for Development Studies 
Volume 47, 2020 - Issue 1 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/sfds20/current  
Article 
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Volume 15 - Issue 2 - April 2020  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/health-economics-policy-and-law/latest-issue 
Articles 
Integration vs separation in the provision of health care: 24 OECD countries compared  
Federico Toth 
Published online by Cambridge University Press: 11 December 2018, pp. 160-172  
Abstract 
This article proposes a classification of the different national health care systems based on the way the 
network of health care providers is organised. To this end, we present two rivalling models: on the one 
hand, the integrated model and, on the other, the separated model. These two models are defined 
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based on five dimensions: (1) integration of insurer and provider; (2) integration of primary and 
secondary care; (3) presence of gatekeeping mechanisms; (4) patient's freedom of choice; and (5) solo 
or group practice of general practitioners. Each of these dimensions is applied to the health care 
systems of 24 OECD countries. If we combine the five dimensions, we can arrange the 24 national 
cases along a continuum that has the integrated model and the separated model at the two opposite 
poles. Portugal, Spain, New Zealand, the UK, Denmark, Ireland and Israel are to be considered highly 
integrated, while Italy, Norway, Australia, Greece and Sweden have moderately integrated provision 
systems. At the opposite end, Austria, Belgium, France, Germany, the Republic of Korea, Japan, 
Switzerland and Turkey have highly separated provision systems. Canada, The Netherlands and the 
United States can be categorised as moderately separated. 
 
 
Health Policy and Planning 
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Humanitarian Exchange Magazine 
Number 76,  January 2020  
https://odihpn.org/magazine/the-crisis-in-yemen/ 
The Crisis in Yemen 
by HPN  
This edition of Humanitarian Exchange focuses on the crisis in Yemen. Since the war there began in 
2014, thousands of civilians have been killed or injured and air strikes and ground operations have 
destroyed hospitals, schools and critical infrastructure. An estimated 80% of Yemenis need 
humanitarian assistance. 
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In the lead article, Laurie Lee highlights the critical role Yemenis and Yemeni organisations are playing 
in addressing the humanitarian challenges in the country, and how NGOs can better support them. 
Genevieve Gauthier and Marcus Skinner reinforce this point with reference to two local organisations, 
the Yemen Women’s Union and Al Hikma. Warda Saleh, the founder of another Yemeni grassroots 
organisation, discusses the increased risk of gender-based violence facing women and girls, while 
Ibrahim Jalal and Sherine El Taraboulsi-McCarthy focus on internal displacement and the opportunities 
for a more effective humanitarian response. Reflecting on child protection programming in Yemen, 
Mohammed Alshamaa  and Amanda Brydon conclude that multisectoral approaches with local 
authorities result in better and more sustainable outcomes. Padraic McCluskey and Jana Brandt 
consider the ethical dilemmas Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) faced in trying to balance quality and 
coverage in a mother and child hospital in Taiz. Lindsay Spainhour Baker and colleagues reflect on the 
challenges involved in gathering and analysing information on the humanitarian situation while Lamis 
Al-Iryani, Sikandra Kurdi and Sarah Palmer-Felgate discuss the findings from an evaluation of the 
Yemen Social Fund for Development (SFD) Cash for Nutrition programme. An article by Kristine 
Beckerle and Osamah Al-Fakih details Yemeni and international organisations’ efforts to document and 
mitigate harm to civilians caught up in the conflict. The edition ends with a piece by Fanny Pettibon, 
Anica Heinlein and Dhabie Brown outlining CARE’s advocacy on the arms trade. 
 
Finally, readers will note that this edition is shorter than usual, largely because it was very difficult to 
persuade potential authors to write on the Yemen crisis. Many of the individuals and organisations we 
contacted were either too busy responding or were concerned that writing frankly about their work 
could negatively affect their operations. HPN has covered many similarly sensitive contexts in 
Humanitarian Exchange over the last 26 years, but this is the first time we have experienced such 
reluctance to engage. A worrying sign. 
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Table Of Contents 
Heritage and waste: introduction 
Susan Ross, Victoria Angel 
Contexts 
   Given the magnitude of waste generated by demolition and disasters, and concerns about resource 
depletion and landfill, increasing attention is being paid in research and policy to partial or complete 
deconstruction, and to methods for salvage and design based on the reuse of reclaimed materials. 
Waste, deconstruction and material reuse are also being considered in the context of environmental 
studies, industrial ecology, and cultural theory. The field of heritage conservation has, however, been 
slow to engage in an equivalent reflection on material waste or reuse. This is despite the frequently 
considerable quantity of discarded materials that may be generated as part not only of inescapable 
demolition but of any given conservation project…  
   This collection of articles draws attention to a growing interest in the transformative contexts and 
processes of disaster, demolition, deconstruction, salvage, reuse and recycling; and the broad range of 
values of the materials generated and or utilized. It makes the case that heritage conservation can play 
a much greater role than it has to date in environmental sustainability, by helping to reduce resource 
consumption and landfill development. Moreover, it highlights opportunities to plan for material reuse 
in ways that are inclusive and socially equitable… 
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Vaccine-Preventable Disease-Associated Hospitalisations Among Migrant and Non-migrant 
Children in New Zealand  
Nadia A. Charania, Janine Paynter, Arier C. Lee… 
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Editorials 
Sabin Strain Inactivated Polio Vaccine for the Polio Endgame  
John F Modlin, Konstantin Chumakov  
J Infect Dis, Volume 221, Issue 4, 15 February 2020, Pages 504–505, 
https://doi.org/10.1093/infdis/jiz077 
 
Projection of Costs of Polio Eradication Compared to Permanent Control  
Marita Zimmermann, Brittany Hagedorn, Hil Lyons  
J Infect Dis, Volume 221, Issue 4, 15 February 2020, Pages 561–565, 
https://doi.org/10.1093/infdis/jiz488 
Abstract 
Despite increased efforts and spending toward polio eradication, it has yet to be eliminated worldwide. 
We aimed to project economic costs of polio eradication compared to permanent control. We used 
historical Financial Resource Requirements from the Global Polio Eradication Initiative, as well as 
vaccination and population data from publicly available sources, to project costs for routine 
immunization, immunization campaigns, surveillance and laboratory resources, technical assistance, 
social mobilization, treatment, and overhead. We found that cumulative spending for a control strategy 
would exceed that for an eradication strategy in 2032 (range, 2027–2051). Eradication of polio would 
likely be cost-saving compared to permanent control. 
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Journal of Travel Medicine  
Volume 27, Issue 1, January 2020 
https://academic.oup.com/jtm/issue/27/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The Lancet 
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Comment 
Looming threat of COVID-19 infection in Africa: act collectively, and fast 
John N Nkengasong, essam Mankoula 
 
Articles 
Preparedness and vulnerability of African countries against importations of COVID-19: a 
modelling study 
Marius Gilbert, et al. 
Findings 
Countries with the highest importation risk (ie, Egypt, Algeria, and South Africa) have moderate to high 
capacity to respond to outbreaks. Countries at moderate risk (ie, Nigeria, Ethiopia, Sudan, Angola, 
Tanzania, Ghana, and Kenya) have variable capacity and high vulnerability. We identified three clusters 
of countries that share the same exposure to the risk originating from the provinces of Guangdong, 
Fujian, and the city of Beijing, respectively. 
Interpretation 
Many countries in Africa are stepping up their preparedness to detect and cope with COVID-19 
importations. Resources, intensified surveillance, and capacity building should be urgently prioritised in 
countries with moderate risk that might be ill-prepared to detect imported cases and to limit onward 
transmission. 
Funding 
EU Framework Programme for Research and Innovation Horizon 2020, Agence Nationale de la 
Recherche. 
 
Rapid Review 
The psychological impact of quarantine and how to reduce it: rapid review of the evidence 
Samantha K Brooks,et al 
Summary 
The December, 2019 coronavirus disease outbreak has seen many countries ask people who have 
potentially come into contact with the infection to isolate themselves at home or in a dedicated 
quarantine facility. Decisions on how to apply quarantine should be based on the best available 
evidence. We did a Review of the psychological impact of quarantine using three electronic databases. 
Of 3166 papers found, 24 are included in this Review. Most reviewed studies reported negative 
psychological effects including post-traumatic stress symptoms, confusion, and anger. Stressors 
included longer quarantine duration, infection fears, frustration, boredom, inadequate supplies, 
inadequate information, financial loss, and stigma. Some researchers have suggested long-lasting 
effects. In situations where quarantine is deemed necessary, officials should quarantine individuals for 
no longer than required, provide clear rationale for quarantine and information about protocols, and 
ensure sufficient supplies are provided. Appeals to altruism by reminding the public about the benefits 
of quarantine to wider society can be favourable. 
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Interventions to Improve Patient Comprehension in Informed Consent for Medical and 
Surgical Procedures: An Updated Systematic Review 
Johanna Glaser, Sarah Nouri, Alicia Fernandez, Rebecca L. Sudore, Dean Schillinger, Michele Klein-
Fedyshin, Yael Schenker 
First Published January 16, 2020; pp. 119–143 
 
When Does the Incremental Risk Format Aid Informed Medical Decisions? The Role of 
Learning, Feedback, and Number of Treatment Options 
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First Published February 8, 2020; pp. 212–221 
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Uniform nanoparticle vaccines 
   Precise loading of diverse peptides for vaccination is enabled by a strategy for peptide–TLR7/8 
conjugate self-assembly of uniform nanoparticles. The approach is compatible with the development of 
personalized strategies, such as cancer vaccines targeting patient-specific neoepitopes. 
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Peptide–TLR-7/8a conjugate vaccines chemically programmed for nanoparticle self-
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Cancer vaccines hat self-assemble into uniform nanoparticles improve tumor clearance. 
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Perspective 
Freedom, Measles, and Freedom from Measles 
Anne A. Gershon, M.D., Kathryn Edwards, M.D., Walter Orenstein, M.D., and William Schaffner, M.D. 
   False rumors about purported dangers of vaccination continue to circulate. People who reject the 
scientific facts about vaccines and pathogens in favor of an emotional or faith-based choice risk the 
health and lives not only of their own children, but of us all. 
 
Original Articles 
Consequences of Undervaccination — Measles Outbreak, New York City, 2018–2019 
Jane R. Zucker, M.D. et al. 
   Importation of measles and vaccination delays among young children led to an outbreak of measles 
in New York City. The outbreak response was resource intensive and caused serious illness, particularly 
among unvaccinated children. 
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    Charitable nonprofits strive to meet their organization’s goals, address external demands, and 
secure resources to pursue their missions. Management scholars have recommended that nonprofits 
promote innovation and innovative practices to maximize profits and gain a competitive advantage. 
However, the voices of nonprofit practitioners who implement this strategy have not been heard. We 
used data from interviews and focus groups with 47 practitioners representing development and peace-
building nonprofits across six continents to probe what innovation means to them. Five themes 
emerged: (a) experimentation and social transformation, (b) financial sustainability, (c) collective 
solutions, (d) new means for achieving missions, and (e) adaptations to local contexts. These findings 
reveal discrepancies in the meaning of innovation between theory and practice. The findings from this 
study suggests innovation and innovative practices can have different meanings in different sectors. 
Perspectives on nonprofit innovation are multifaceted, yet the overarching emphasis is finding 
transformative ways to attain organizational goal(s) for social change. 
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Adherence to Timely Vaccinations in the United States  
Allison L. Hargreaves, Glen Nowak, Paula Frew, Alan R. Hinman, Walter A. Orenstein, Judith Mendel, 
Ann Aikin, Jessica A. Nadeau, Louise-Anne McNutt, Allison T. Chamberlain, Saad B. Omer, Laura A. 
Randall, Robert A. Bednarczyk 
Pediatrics, Mar 2020, 145 (3) e20190783  
 
Pediatricians’ Experiences With and Perceptions of the Vaccines for Children Program  
Sean T. O’Leary, Mandy A. Allison, Tara Vogt, Laura P. Hurley, Lori A. Crane, Michaela Brtnikova, Erin 
McBurney, Brenda L. Beaty, Nathan Crawford, Megan C. Lindley, Shannon K. Stokley, Allison Kempe 
Pediatrics, Mar 2020, 145 (3) e20191207  
 
Pneumococcal Conjugate Vaccine Breakthrough Infections: 2001–2016  
Tolulope A. Adebanjo, Tracy Pondo, David Yankey, Holly A. Hill, Ryan Gierke, Mirasol Apostol, Meghan 
Barnes, Susan Petit, Monica Farley, Lee H. Harrison, Corinne Holtzman, Joan Baumbach, Nancy 
Bennett, Suzanne McGuire, Ann Thomas, William Schaffner, Bernard Beall, Cynthia G. Whitney, Tamara 
Pilishvili 
Pediatrics, Mar 2020, 145 (3) e20190836  
 
Fever After Influenza, Diphtheria-Tetanus-Acellular Pertussis, and Pneumococcal 
Vaccinations  
Emmanuel B. Walter, Nicola P. Klein, A. Patricia Wodi, Wes Rountree, Christopher A. Todd, Amy 
Wiesner, Jonathan Duffy, Paige L. Marquez, Karen R. Broder 
Pediatrics, Mar 2020, 145 (3) e20191909  
 
Quality Reports 
Improving Influenza Vaccination in Hospitalized Children With Asthma  
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Special Article 
A Centralized Approach for Practicing Genomic Medicine 
Sawona Biswas, Livija Medne, Batsal Devkota, Emma Bedoukian, Donna Berrodin, Kosuke Izumi, 
Matthew A. Deardorff, Jennifer Tarpinian, Jacqueline Leonard, Loiusa Pyle, Christopher Gray, Jasmine 
Montgomery, Tyrah Williams, Sierra Fortunato, Jamila Weatherly, Deborah McEldrew, Manindar Kaur, 
Sarah E. Raible, Alisha Wilkens, Nancy B. Spinner, Cara Skraban and Ian D. Krantz 
Pediatrics March 2020, 145 (3) e20190855; DOI: https://doi.org/10.1542/peds.2019-0855  
Abstract 
Next-generation sequencing has revolutionized the diagnostic process, making broadscale testing 
affordable and applicable to almost all specialties; however, there remain several challenges in its 
widespread implementation. Barriers such as lack of infrastructure or expertise within local health 
systems and complex result interpretation or counseling make it harder for frontline clinicians to 
incorporate genomic testing in their existing workflow. The general population is more informed and 
interested in pursuing genetic testing, and this has been coupled with the increasing accessibility of 
direct-to-consumer testing. As a result of these changes, primary care physicians and nongenetics 
specialty providers find themselves seeing patients for whom genetic testing would be beneficial but 
managing genetic test results that are out of their scope of practice. In this report, we present a 
practical and centralized approach to providing genomic services through an independent, enterprise-
wide clinical service model. We present 4 years of clinical experience, with >3400 referrals, toward 
designing and implementing the clinical service, maximizing resources, identifying barriers, and 
improving patient care. We provide a framework that can be implemented at other institutions to 
support and integrate genomic services across the enterprise. 
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Opinion Piece  
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Iain Mathieson, Aylwyn Scally  
| published 09 Mar 2020 PLOS Genetics  
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https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pgen.1008552  
Abstract 
The genetic diversity of humans, like many species, has been shaped by a complex pattern of 
population separations followed by isolation and subsequent admixture. This pattern, reaching at least 
as far back as the appearance of our species in the paleontological record, has left its traces in our 
genomes. Reconstructing a population’s history from these traces is a challenging problem. Here we 
present a novel approach based on the Multiple Sequentially Markovian Coalescent (MSMC) to analyze 
the separation history between populations. Our approach, called MSMC-IM, uses an improved 
implementation of the MSMC (MSMC2) to estimate coalescence rates within and across pairs of 
populations, and then fits a continuous Isolation-Migration model to these rates to obtain a time-
dependent estimate of gene flow. We show, using simulations, that our method can identify complex 
demographic scenarios involving post-split admixture or archaic introgression. We apply MSMC-IM to 
whole genome sequences from 15 worldwide populations, tracking the process of human genetic 
diversification. We detect traces of extremely deep ancestry between some African populations, with 
around 1% of ancestry dating to divergences older than a million years ago. 
Author summary 
Human demographic history is reflected in specific patterns of shared mutations between the genomes 
from different populations. Here we aim to unravel this pattern to infer population structure through 
time with a new approach, called MSMC-IM. Based on estimates of coalescence rates within and across 
populations, MSMC-IM fits a time-dependent migration model to the pairwise rate of coalescences. We 
implemented this approach as an extension to existing software (MSMC2), and tested it with 
simulations exhibiting different histories of admixture and gene flow. We then applied it to the 
genomes from 15 worldwide populations to reveal their pairwise separation history ranging from a few 
thousand up to several million years ago. Among other results, we find evidence for remarkably deep 
population structure in some African population pairs, suggesting that deep ancestry dating to one 
million years ago and older is still present in human populations in small amounts today. 
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Describing the antimicrobial usage patterns of companion animal veterinary practices; free 
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Follow-up of a historic cohort of children treated for severe acute malnutrition between 
1988 and 2007 in Eastern Democratic Republic of Congo  
Pacifique Mwene-Batu, Ghislain Bisimwa, Gaylord Ngaboyeka, Michelle Dramaix, Jean Macq, Daniel 
Lemogoum, Philippe Donnen  
Research Article | published 11 Mar 2020 PLOS ONE  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0229675  
 
 
PNAS - Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States  
of America 
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/ 
[Accessed 14 Mar 2020] 
Impact of international travel and border control measures on the global spread of the 
novel 2019 coronavirus outbreak  
Chad R. Wells, Pratha Sah, Seyed M. Moghadas, Abhishek Pandey, Affan Shoukat, Yaning Wang, Zheng 
Wang, Lauren A. Meyers, Burton H. Singer, and Alison P. Galvani 
PNAS first published March 13, 2020. 
Significance 
To contain the global spread of the 2019 novel coronavirus epidemic (COVID-19), border control 
measures, such as airport screening and travel restrictions, have been implemented in several 
countries. Our results show that these measures likely slowed the rate of exportation from mainland 
China to other countries, but are insufficient to contain the global spread of COVID-19. With most 
cases arriving during the asymptomatic incubation period, our results suggest that rapid contact tracing 
is essential both within the epicenter and at importation sites to limit human-to-human transmission 
outside of mainland China. 
Abstract 
The novel coronavirus outbreak (COVID-19) in mainland China has rapidly spread across the globe. 
Within 2 mo since the outbreak was first reported on December 31, 2019, a total of 566 Severe Acute 
Respiratory Syndrome (SARS CoV-2) cases have been confirmed in 26 other countries. Travel 
restrictions and border control measures have been enforced in China and other countries to limit the 
spread of the outbreak. We estimate the impact of these control measures and investigate the role of 
the airport travel network on the global spread of the COVID-19 outbreak. Our results show that the 
daily risk of exporting at least a single SARS CoV-2 case from mainland China via international travel 
exceeded 95% on January 13, 2020. We found that 779 cases (95% CI: 632 to 967) would have been 
exported by February 15, 2020 without any border or travel restrictions and that the travel lockdowns 
enforced by the Chinese government averted 70.5% (95% CI: 68.8 to 72.0%) of these cases. In 
addition, during the first three and a half weeks of implementation, the travel restrictions decreased 
the daily rate of exportation by 81.3% (95% CI: 80.5 to 82.1%), on average. At this early stage of the 
epidemic, reduction in the rate of exportation could delay the importation of cases into cities unaffected 
by the COVID-19 outbreak, buying time to coordinate an appropriate public health response. 
 
Rising economic damages of natural disasters: Trends in event intensity or capital 
intensity?  
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Vulnerable robots positively shape human conversational dynamics in a human–robot 
team  
Margaret L. Traeger, Sarah Strohkorb Sebo, Malte Jung, Brian Scassellati, and Nicholas A. Christakis 
PNAS first published March 9, 2020.  
Significance 
Prior work has demonstrated that a robot’s social behavior has the ability to shape people’s trust 
toward, responses to, and impressions of a robot within human–robot interactions. However, when the 
context changes to interactions within a group involving one robot and multiple people, the influence of 
the robot on group behavior is less well understood. In this work, we explore how a social robot 
influences team engagement using an experimental design where a group of three humans and one 
robot plays a collaborative game. Our analysis shows that a robot’s social behavior influences the 
conversational dynamics between human members of the human–robot group, demonstrating the 
ability of a robot to significantly shape human–human interaction. 
Abstract 
Social robots are becoming increasingly influential in shaping the behavior of humans with whom they 
interact. Here, we examine how the actions of a social robot can influence human-to-human 
communication, and not just robot–human communication, using groups of three humans and one 
robot playing 30 rounds of a collaborative game (n=51 groups). We find that people in groups with a 
robot making vulnerable statements converse substantially more with each other, distribute their 
conversation somewhat more equally, and perceive their groups more positively compared to control 
groups with a robot that either makes neutral statements or no statements at the end of each round. 
Shifts in robot speech have the power not only to affect how people interact with robots, but also how 
people interact with each other, offering the prospect for modifying social interactions via the 
introduction of artificial agents into hybrid systems of humans and machines. 
 
Active learning narrows achievement gaps for underrepresented students in 
undergraduate science, technology, engineering, and math  
Elli J. Theobald, Mariah J. Hill, Elisa Tran, Sweta Agrawal, E. Nicole Arroyo, Shawn Behling, Nyasha 
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Sundaravardan, Camila Valdebenito, Claire R. Williams, Kaitlin Zinsli, and Scott Freeman 
PNAS first published March 9, 2020 
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Public Health   
Volume 180   Pages 1-196 (March 2020) 
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Review article  Abstract only 
A meta-synthesis study of the key elements involved in childhood vaccine hesitancy 
M.E. Díaz Crescitelli, L. Ghirotto, H. Sisson, L. Sarli, ... M. Hayter 
Pages 38-45 
 
Review article  Abstract only 
Socioeconomic inequalities and the equity impact of population-level interventions for 
adolescent health: an overview of systematic reviews 
A.K. Macintyre, C. Torrens, P. Campbell, M. Maxwell, ... J. McLean 
Pages 154-162 
 
Research article  Abstract only 
From mandatory to voluntary vaccination: intention to vaccinate in the case of policy 
changes 
M. Vrdelja, V. Učakar, A. Kraigher 
Pages 57-63 
 
Research article  Abstract only 
Modern slavery and public health: a rapid evidence assessment and an emergent public 
health approach 
E. Such, C. Laurent, R. Jaipaul, S. Salway 
Pages 168-179 
Highlights 
:: Modern slavery as a public health issue is at an early stage of development. 
:: There is a strong ethical case for public health engagement. 
:: A public health approach includes upstream prevention measures as well as victim-centred services. 
: A holistic framework includes global-, national-, local- and service-level interventions. 
Abstract 
Objectives 
Modern slavery is a human rights violation and a global public health concern. To date, criminal justice 
approaches have dominated attempts to address it. Modern slavery has severe consequences for 
people's mental and physical health, and there is a pressing need to identify and implement effective 
preventative measures. As such, a public health approach to modern slavery requires elucidation. The 
objectives of this study were to explore the case for public health involvement in addressing modern 
slavery and the components of a public health approach and to develop a globally relevant framework 
for public health action. 
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Volume 12, Issue 3, November 2019 
http://phe.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Public Health Reports 
Volume 135 Issue 2, March/April 2020  
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/phrg/135/2 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Qualitative Health Research  
Volume 30 Issue 4, March 2020  
http://qhr.sagepub.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Refugee Survey Quarterly 
Volume 39, Issue 1, March 2020 
http://rsq.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
Articles 
Determinants of Public Attitudes Towards Immigrants: Evidence from Arab Barometer  
Hüseyin Emre Ceyhun  
Refugee Survey Quarterly, Volume 39, Issue 1, March 2020, Pages 100–121, 
https://doi.org/10.1093/rsq/hdz016 
Abstract 
What factors determine public opinion towards immigrants? This inquiry is especially crucial in the 
context of developing countries since they hold 80 per cent of global refugee populations. Lebanon, 
with the burden on its shoulders due to hosting about one million Syrians, offers a unique case to study 
the mechanisms driving the formation of attitudes towards immigrants. In this article, I examine how 
Syrian density is associated with Lebanese attitudes towards immigrants. Using Arab Barometer Wave 
IV data (2016), I test three arguments linking public attitudes to natives’ economic, security, and 
sectarian concerns. My analysis suggests that there is no relationship between employment status and 
negative attitudes towards immigrants. Instead, I argue that perceived economic situation and sense of 
security provide better mechanisms for the formation of natives’ attitudes towards immigrants. 
Moreover, I present the observational evidence that Lebanese attitudes towards immigrants are driven 
by one’s sectarian affiliation. Notably, Christians are more likely to adopt positive attitudes towards 
immigrants as Syrian density increases, compared with Shi’as more likely to cite prejudice. 
 
 
Research Ethics 
Volume 15 Issue 3-4, July-October 2019  
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/reab/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Revista Panamericana de Salud Pública/Pan American Journal of Public Health 
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https://www.paho.org/journal/en 
Latest articles 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Risk Analysis     
Volume 40, Issue 3  Pages: 439-656  March 2020 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/15396924/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Risk Management and Healthcare Policy 
https://www.dovepress.com/risk-management-and-healthcare-policy-archive56 
[Accessed 14 Mar 2020] 
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Science  
13 March 2020   Vol 367, Issue 6483 
http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl 
Policy Forum 
Rethink the expansion of access and benefit sharing 
By Sarah Laird, Rachel Wynberg, Michelle Rourke, Fran Humphries, Manuel Ruiz Muller, Charles Lawson 
Science13 Mar 2020 : 1200-1202 Full Access 
Several UN policy processes are embracing a calcified approach to conservation and equity in science 
Summary 
Access and benefit sharing (ABS), a policy approach that links access to genetic resources and 
traditional knowledge to the sharing of monetary and nonmonetary benefits, first found expression in 
the 1992 United Nations (UN) Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD). Predicated on the sovereign 
rights of countries over their biodiversity and associated genetic resources and intended to harness the 
economic power of those resources to create incentives for and fund biodiversity conservation, the ABS 
transaction was conceived to foster equitable relations between those parties providing genetic 
resources and associated traditional knowledge and those wishing to make use of them for research 
and development. Yet although challenges faced within the CBD suggest that it is time to rethink ABS, 
several other international policy processes under the auspices of the UN have instead been embracing 
the ABS approach, and are doing so largely outside of mainstream scientific discourse and attention. 
The resulting policies could have a major impact on how genetic resources and associated information 
are collected, stored, shared, and used, and on how research partnerships are configured. We highlight 
implications for science of the recent expansion of ABS in global policy, in particular the potential 
incorporation of genetic sequence data. 
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Science Translational Medicine  
11 March 2020   Vol 12, Issue 534 
https://stm.sciencemag.org/ 
Editorial 
New coronavirus outbreak: Framing questions for pandemic prevention 
By Scott P. Layne, James M. Hyman, David M. Morens, Jeffery K. Taubenberger 
Science Translational Medicine11 Mar 2020   Full Access 
   We need to understand and quantify the dominant variables that govern the SARS–CoV-2 outbreak, 
rather than relying exclusively on confirmed cases and their geospatial spread. 
 
 
Social Science & Medicine 
Volume 248   March 2020 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/social-science-and-medicine/vol/248/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Stability: International Journal of Security & Development  
http://www.stabilityjournal.org/articles 
[Accessed 14 Mar 2020]  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Stanford Social Innovation Review 
Winter 2020   Volume 18, Number 1  
https://ssir.org/issue/winter_2020# 
   Creating lasting social change often requires changing public attitude, not just public policy. Take the 
movements for marriage equality and against smoking in the United States, for example. Learn the six-
step framework that others have used to successfully change public opinion in the cover article 
“Aspirational Communication” in the Winter 2020 issue of Stanford Social Innovation Review. 
 
 
Systematic Reviews  
https://systematicreviewsjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles 
[Accessed 14 Mar 2020]  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Torture Journal 
2019  Volume 29 - No.3 
https://irct.org/publications/torture-journal/143 
   This issue of the Torture Journal takes its focus on measuring torture rehabilitation processes and 
results. Scientific contributions on this subject include a measurement of rehabilitation outcomes with 
an instrument designed at the Marjorie Kovler Center in Chicago; a validation study examining 
diagnoses of Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) and Complex Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder 
(CPTSD) in refugee and torture survivor populations; and a study of gender-based violence in 
Honduras, El Salvador and Guatemala.  
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   The issue also comprises an applied perspective on organizational development in torture 
rehabilitation programs and two letters to the editor addressing involvement of medical personnel in 
torture in Syria and a response to the concept of psychological torture.  
   Finally, Secretary-General of the International Rehabilitation Council for Torture Victims, Lisa Henry, 
and Chief Executive Officer of STARTTS Centre in Australia, Jorge Aroche, provide an open letter to the 
Torture Journal readers and a celebratory text of STARTTS' 30th anniversary respectively.  
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Travel Medicine and Infectious Diseases 
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https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/travel-medicine-and-infectious-disease/vol/33/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Tropical Medicine & International Health 
Volume 25, Issue 3   Pages: i-iv, 277-386  March 2020 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13653156/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
UN Chronicle 
Vol. LV Nos. 3 & 4 2018  December 2018  
https://unchronicle.un.org/ 
New Technologies: Where To? 
This issue focuses on new technologies and their potential benefits for humanity as well as their 
expanding use in advancing the 2030 Agenda. It explores the promise of our digital age, while posing 
important questions about where these technologies are leading us, and how their misuse could also 
lead to increased inequality and conflict. 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Vulnerable Children and Youth Studies  
An International Interdisciplinary Journal for Research, Policy and Care  
Volume 15, Issue 1, 2020 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rvch20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
World Heritage Review  
n°94 - January 2020 
http://whc.unesco.org/en/review/93/ 
New World Heritage sites 2019 
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   The 1972 World Heritage Convention is truly unique. It is the only legal instrument conceived to 
protect both cultural and natural heritage, based on the principle of Outstanding Universal Value (OUV) 
– the value of a site that is irreplaceable and must be protected for the future. 
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