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:: Week in Review  
A highly selective capture of strategic developments, research, commentary, analysis and 
announcements spanning Human Rights Action, Humanitarian Response, Health, Education, Holistic 
Development, Heritage Stewardship, Sustainable Resilience. Achieving a balance across these broad 
themes is a challenge and we appreciate your observations and ideas in this regard. This is not 
intended to be a "news and events" digest. 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Syria 
 
OCHA – Syria  
Recent Developments in Northwest Syria - Flash Update No. 8 - As of 20 February 2020 
[Editor’s text bolding] 
Highlights 
:: The humanitarian crisis for people in northwest Syria continues to reach new and dire 
levels. Some 900,000 people have been displaced since 1 December, exceeding worst case planning 
figures by the humanitarian community. 
:: Indiscriminate attacks in civilian areas continue to drive people from their homes and 
destroy vital services, including hospitals, markets, and schools. Cold weather has made the situation 
worse. 
:: The frontlines in northwest Syria are rapidly moving closer to densely populated areas, with 
bombardments increasingly affecting IDP sites and their vicinity. 
 
SITUATION OVERVIEW 
The humanitarian crisis in northwest Syria has reached a horrifying level with almost 900,000 people 
displaced since 1 December. The majority of women, men, girls and boys who fled their homes to 
escape indiscriminate attacks moved to northwestern Idleb governorate, a small area already hosting 
hundreds of thousands of displaced people. 
 
The entire population of the Idleb area, estimated at 3 million people prior to the latest 
wave of violence, is increasingly concentrated in this small area along the Turkey-Syria 
border with no other place to go to find safety. 
 
Since 1 December, some 300 communities changed control, rapidly bringing the frontlines 
closer to areas that are densely populated. People from those communities are those who 
fled. Places previously considered safe by civilians are now coming under fire. On 14 and 15 February, 
one person was killed, and many others were injured when two IDP sites were hit in Dana sub-district. 
These locations received some 267,000 displaced people recently and was home to more than 712,000 
people prior to the latest wave of violence. Nevertheless, people from areas such as Atareb and Daret 
Azza, now at the frontlines, continue to flee further into northwest Idleb and northern Aleppo 
governorates as heavy bombardment impact their communities. According to OHCHR, some 300 people 
were killed in Idleb and Aleppo due to hostilities from 1 January to 18 February, many of them women 
and children. 
 
Some 330,000 of the almost 900,000 people who displaced since 1 December fled to areas in northern 
Aleppo governorate such as Afrin, A’zaz and Al Bab. However, the freedom of movement of civilians 

https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/recent-developments-northwest-syria-flash-update-no-8-20-february-2020


   

  

from Idleb to northern Aleppo is increasingly at threat. As bombardment extended to the Daret Azza 
area, the roads leading to one of the two crossings between the Idleb area and northern Aleppo 
governorate reportedly came under fire, making it extremely dangerous for civilians to move via this 
route. Despite the announcement of two additional crossings between areas controlled by non-state 
armed groups and the Government of Syria opening near Mezanaz and Saraqab, and the relative 
decline of military activity in proximity of two others in Abu Thohur and al Hader, there is no 
information that people used these crossings to leave the Idleb area. 
 
Nonetheless, some 1,040 people reportedly moved from the Idleb area to areas under the control of 
the Government of Syria since 1 December, Humanitarian actors are increasing their readiness for 
potential further movement of people. Some 1,000 people recently displaced from northwest Syria, 
reportedly arrived in Ar-Raqqa city where they are receiving assistance at collective shelters. 
 
The delivery of humanitarian assistance to the Idleb area is susceptible to the impact of military 
activity. Humanitarian transshipments via the Bab al Hawa crossing that provides a lifeline to Idleb 
were suspended temporarily on 11 February when hostilities intensified. Regular transshipments 
resumed the following day, truck drivers from inside the Idleb area were reticent to separate from their 
families given the volatility of the situation. Prior to the most recent wave of violence and displacement, 
an estimated 1.9 million people were estimated to be in need of humanitarian assistance in the Idleb 
area. 
 
Indiscriminate attacks continue to damage or destroy vital civilian infrastructure, 
including hospitals. On 17 February, two hospitals in Daret Azza town were reportedly damaged by 
airstrikes and put out of service. These hospitals providing some 14,000 outpatient consultations, 
facilities for hundreds of safe deliveries, surgeries and hemodialysis sessions. According to OHCHR, 10 
medical facilities and 19 educational facilities were either directly hit or affected by strikes close by 
since 1 January in northwest Syria. 
 
Harsh winter conditions further aggravate the suffering of these vulnerable people who fled 
their homes to escape the violence, most of whom have been displaced multiple times over nine years 
of conflict. Almost 170,000 of those newly displaced people are estimated to be living in the open or in 
unfinished buildings while some 284,000 are staying in camps already over-stretched beyond capacity 
or in makeshift camps where they set up individual tents with no basic services such as latrines. Many 
people have resorted to burning whatever they can spare such as extra clothes, pieces of furniture or 
materials they scavenged that let out toxic fumes. 
 
In light of the scale of this dire humanitarian situation, humanitarian actors on the ground continue to 
leverage all efforts to scale up. However, people’s needs are so vast, with the current resources it is a 
struggle to meet their needs which grow exponentially despite all humanitarian efforts. As people’s 
humanitarian needs becoming more severe by the hour, humanitarian workers, who are the backbones 
of the emergency response, are displaced themselves with their families and struggle to support their 
loved ones. Many humanitarian NGOs had to leave behind equipment as they displaced with 
the people they were supporting. Humanitarian assets, warehouses and offices were left 
behind. Humanitarian activities planned in areas which changed control or close to the frontlines can 
no longer be carried out. 
 
Some $30 million USD has been dispersed by the Central Emergency Response Fund 
(CERF) for the emergency, and an additional emergency allocation of $40 million USD from the Syria 



   

  

Cross-Border Humanitarian Fund (SCHF) is under process. The humanitarian community estimated that 
$336 million USD was needed to support some 800,000 people until July 2020 to meet the needs. This 
inter-cluster plan is under revision as more people are now affected. 
 
::::::  
 
A shameful response to the tragedy of Idlib 
Financial Times – Editorial 
Friday, 21 Feb 2020 
 
What the UN describes as the worst humanitarian catastrophe of Syria’s nine-year-old civil war is 
unfolding in Idlib. The north-western province is the last redoubt of the rebellion against Bashar al-
Assad’s regime, which has launched a vicious offensive to recapture it, backed by Russian warplanes 
and Iranian-supplied fighters.  
 
Roughly 1m people, a third of Idlib’s population — half of whom have been displaced several times 
already — are fleeing from a campaign of terror that deliberately targets civilians. 
 
Turkey, which has 12 military “observation posts” in Idlib as part of a “de-escalation” accord with 
Russia in 2018, and has lost troops to regime shelling in recent weeks, is poised to go on the offensive 
against the Assads. That will not only set Ankara on a collision course with Moscow but aggravate the 
already appalling conditions Idlib’s people are enduring. 
 
Syria’s pitiless conflict has killed half a million people. It has displaced half the prewar population of 
22m, about 6m of them abroad. This new wave of refugees, pressed up against the Turkish frontier to 
the west and crammed into two north-west Syrian enclaves Turkey seized in 2016 and 2018, is set to 
become the biggest of the war. 
 
That risks reviving Europe’s 2015-16 “migrant” crisis that turbocharged populist xenophobia. Russia is 
well aware of this, using it as leverage to frighten the EU into reconciling with Assad rule and stumping 
up funds to resurrect Syria from the rubble. Turkey is already host to 3.6m Syrian refugees, and part-
subsidised by the EU to keep them. It periodically threatens to reopen routes north into Europe for 
fleeing Syrians — unless it wins support for the buffer zone it is building across northern Syria against 
the Kurds. 
 
Idlib distils every intractable element that deterred the US and Europe from backing an initially broad-
based rebellion against tyranny, before it was hijacked by jihadi extremists.  
 
There are some 20,000 jihadi fighters linked to al-Qaeda in Idlib. But there are also 3m civilians. They 
have run out of places to run to, and their children are freezing to death in sub-zero temperatures. 
They face the bombing of hospitals and schools, markets and bakeries — the war criminal’s handbook 
the Assad regime and its patrons have written in blood. Syrian and Russian air forces have destroyed 
more than 50 medical facilities in Idlib, such that doctors have stopped providing the coordinates that 
were supposed to protect them and have, in some cases literally, gone underground. 
 
Idlib, one of the first cities to rise up against the Assads, has been a pivot of a horrendous war that has 
saved the worst for last. The regime and its sponsors always intended to make it the final killing field in 
this catalogue of horror. The strategic logic of the Idlib offensive — to recapture two arterial highways 

https://www.ft.com/content/73666354-5320-11ea-8841-482eed0038b1
https://app.ft.com/content/67841a5e-4dc6-11ea-95a0-43d18ec715f5
https://app.ft.com/content/8e0aa28e-4c0d-11ea-95a0-43d18ec715f5
https://app.ft.com/content/cbe31640-4726-11ea-aeb3-955839e06441
https://app.ft.com/content/251d44dc-4cc8-11ea-95a0-43d18ec715f5


   

  

from Damascus to Aleppo and from the coast to the east — pales alongside the primeval urge to 
liquidate all opposition. It should be remembered that when Russia came to the Assads’ rescue in 
2015, it did not go after Isis or al-Qaeda. It relentlessly targeted mainstream rebels. 
 
Western response to the tragedy is shameful. Russia has used its veto at the UN Security Council to 
shield Syria 14 times in 2011-19, often backed by China. But the US is an onlooker and Europe 
nowhere to be seen. The west has things that Russia (and Iran) want, including relief from sanctions 
and help to rebuild Syria. President Vladimir Putin needs to be confronted — with the evidence of 
Russia’s war crimes — before Idlib turns into a bloodbath and more millions of helpless Syrians are 
scattered to the winds 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
UN uses tech start-up to help war victims design peace deal 
Financial Times  
Thursday, 20 Feb 2020 
 
UN peacemakers are to start using mass online conversations to try to understand what people living in 
war zones want from peace agreements. 
 
The new technology — which could be used in countries such as Yemen, Afghanistan and Ukraine — 
has been developed by UN officials working with the New York start-up Remesh and will be rolled out 
within the next year. 
 
People invited to take part in a mass conversation can answer questions and respond to polls on their 
smartphones and their responses are analysed in real time to try to present insights to the UN team. 
Fabrizio Hochschild, the UN under-secretary-general responsible for digital co-operation, said he 
wanted to broaden negotiations beyond “the interests of ten men — and usually always they are men 
— sitting in a room with a UN mediator in between”. 
 
He said the aim was to have a new system which “really reflects the aspirations of those most affected 
by conflict”. 
 
While more than $27bn is spent each year on peacebuilding initiatives around the world, based on a 
UN estimate, as many as two-thirds of these actually do not lead to any durable resolution. Instead, 
conflicts are often resumed two or three times after an agreement is signed. 
 
Several academic studies have shown that wider consultation is key to ensuring the success of any 
peace deal, but gauging sentiment is difficult because viewpoints and goals shift as conflicts evolve. 
Remesh said its platform was a “real-time” dialogue, carried out with simultaneous translation. 
 
“You could think of it as just a really, really fancy AI-powered conversation platform,” said Andrew 
Konya, founder of Remesh. “It could serve as a way for the mediator to interact directly and have a 
conversation with the population . . . so they would know whether what they were working on 
resonated.” 
 

https://www.ft.com/content/9da969d8-518e-11ea-8841-482eed0038b1
https://remesh.ai/


   

  

The main challenge is in finding people to engage with, and persuading them to do so. The UN said it 
would issue both online and physical invitations. 
 
So far, Remesh data on the use of this technology for commercial and political use shows that, on 
average, about 25 per cent of people who say they want to engage in conversation end up doing so, 
and about 80 per cent of those respond to a majority of the questions. 
 
However, the company reports that in cases where the topic of conversation is closely related to an 
issue impacting on people’s lives, these numbers can be much higher. 
 
To guard against hacking, the algorithms are designed to minimise the impact that either lone 
malicious actors or “swarms” of bots can have on results, and have warning systems to detect 
participants who are behaving suspiciously. An SMS conversation platform is also under development 
for populations that do not have good internet access. 
 
Rosemary DiCarlo, UN under-secretary-general for political and peacebuilding affairs, said the plan 
would “give a voice to people who wouldn’t normally have a voice, it allows them to have an input into 
our thinking”. 
 
The initiative is part of a wider plan by the UN to bring together academics and tech companies to 
work out how they can be more effective. The London-based Alan Turing Institute has developed an AI 
tool that it claims is 94 per cent accurate in predicting the location of new conflicts a year in advance. 
Separately, the peacekeeping body is also experimenting with using virtual reality to brief Security 
Council members who are voting on operations in unstable states which are too difficult to visit, such 
as Yemen. 
 
David Balson, a former employee of UK signals intelligence agency GCHQ, is now part of a company 
called Ripjar which is working with the UN on other potential tech innovations. He said that the field of 
peace and security “needs to modernise” to deal with the evolving threats such as hybrid warfare. 
 
“When you look at what’s happening in places like Yemen, places like Ukraine, these are not the type 
of conflicts that happened 30 years ago,” he said. “These have much more complex actors, intentions, 
motivations, and some of them are deliberately hidden through deception and the substrate of cyber 
space.” 
 
:::::: 
 
Remesh :: About 
Agile research is here 
The Remesh platform allows you to have a live conversation with your customers at scale, using AI to 
analyze and organize your audience’s responses in real-time. Gain fast, frequent, and efficient insights 
and make decisions with confidence. 
 
Organize the world’s voice into Truths. 
Remesh's mission is to organize the world's voice into Truths through engaging and understanding 
populations in real-time and enabling informed action at the speed of conversation. 
 
Access to human truth makes a better world. 

https://www.turing.ac.uk/research/impact-stories/predicting-conflict-year-advance
https://remesh.ai/company/


   

  

Remesh was founded in 2014 with the mission to create a technology that could truly represent the will 
of the people and amplify their collective voice. As a company, we believe in the power of discovering 
the Truth which requires engaging, exchanging ideas and having a dialogue with groups of people at a 
massive scale. Starting conversations that bridge cultural, political, social, economic and geographic 
divide, ultimately leading to a more unified and less divided world.  
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Development Aid – Corruption 
 
Elite Capture of Foreign Aid : Evidence from Offshore Bank Accounts  
World Bank - Policy Research Working Paper  (English) 
Jørgen Juel Andersen, Niels Johannesen, Bob Rijkers 
2020/02/18 :: 46 papers 
PDF: http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/493201582052636710/pdf/Elite-Capture-of-Foreign-
Aid-Evidence-from-Offshore-Bank-Accounts.pdf 
Abstract  
Do elites capture foreign aid? This paper documents that aid disbursements to highly aid-dependent 
countries coincide with sharp increases in bank deposits in offshore financial centers known for bank 
secrecy and private wealth management, but not in other financial centers. The estimates are not 
confounded by contemporaneous shocks such as civil conflicts, natural disasters, and financial crises, 
and are robust to instrumenting with predetermined aid commitments. The implied leakage rate is 
around 7.5 percent at the sample mean and tends to increase with the ratio of aid to GDP. The findings 
are consistent with aid capture in the most aid-dependent countries. 
 
World Bank Group Statement on Development Research 
WASHINGTON, February 18, 2020—Due to heightened interest in a Working Paper published by the 
World Bank, the institution has issued the following statement : 
   “Research conducted at the World Bank Group aims to support better country outcomes for the poor 
and vulnerable. The Bank is ranked first among research institutions in development, and our 
knowledge services undergo extensive review to ensure quality. The Bank publishes almost 400 
working papers annually, often as works-in-progress disseminated informally to stimulate discussion 
and serve as a catalyst for more research. 
  We fully support our research department’s work to generate independent, relevant, peer-reviewed 
research, including on the important topic of illicit financial flows. World Bank Group management 
takes corruption and related fiduciary risks very seriously, especially given the challenging 
environments in which we need to work to achieve our poverty mission. The draft paper, ‘Elite Capture 
of Foreign Aid’ underwent several reviews, and it was improved as a result. The revised paper, now 
published as a World Bank Working Paper addresses a number of comments raised during the review 
process. 
   The World Bank Group strongly supports rule of law and good governance practices. We have strict 
procurement and financial management procedures in place that deter and detect corruption and 
irregularities in IDA and IBRD funded projects and programs and hold violators accountable wherever 
possible.” 
 
:::::: 
::::::  

http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/493201582052636710/Elite-Capture-of-Foreign-Aid-Evidence-from-Offshore-Bank-Accounts
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/493201582052636710/pdf/Elite-Capture-of-Foreign-Aid-Evidence-from-Offshore-Bank-Accounts.pdf
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/493201582052636710/pdf/Elite-Capture-of-Foreign-Aid-Evidence-from-Offshore-Bank-Accounts.pdf
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/statement/2020/02/18/world-bank-group-statement-on-development-research
https://ideas.repec.org/top/top.dev.html
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/493201582052636710/Elite-Capture-of-Foreign-Aid-Evidence-from-Offshore-Bank-Accounts


   

  

 
Featured Journal Content  
 
International Journal of Heritage Studies 
Volume 26, Issue 3   2020 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rjhs20/current 
Article 
Political artefacts, aesthetics and heritage: the Valley of the Fallen 
José Manuel Barros García 
Pages: 253-266 
Published online: 28 May 2019 
ABSTRACT 
When considering the values which define heritage, aesthetic value is usually one of the most 
important, nearly always linked to the idea of work of art and to concepts such as beauty or harmony. 
Furthermore, aesthetics and politics tend to be dealt with separately. However, the link between 
aesthetics and politics is key in order to manage the meaning of those artefacts made with the 
intention of altering the political environment (political artefacts), particularly when they could be (or 
when they have already become) heritage. This paper puts forward the idea that in order to fully 
comprehend the social effects of political artefacts, their relationship with aesthetics must be 
understood. The function of aesthetics in modifying the meanings and connotations of heritage, when 
the latter is considered to be negative from a socio-political point of view, is also examined. In order to 
exemplify this relationship between aesthetics and politics, the resignification of the Valley of the Fallen 
(Valle de los Caídos), the most iconic and important Francoist memorial in Spain, is discussed. 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Featured Journal Content 
 
International Journal of Disaster Risk Reduction 
Volume 42  January 2020 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/international-journal-of-disaster-risk-reduction/vol/42/suppl/C 
Research article  Open access 
Assessing the risk of pre-existing grievances in non-democracies: The conditional effect of 
natural disasters on repression 
Katharina Pfaff 
Article 101337 
Abstract 
Every disaster carries the risk of destruction but not every disaster prompts violent political process in a 
country. This article examines the popular argument that natural disasters can lead to higher state 
violence if resulting shocks caused by a disaster add to pre-existing grievances. If economic inequality 
or political instability is prevalent before a disaster occurs, disasters are expected to exacerbate the 
perceived threat to government's survival in office. Consequently, repression is expected to be higher 
in the aftermath of a disaster. I test the existence of the expected conditional effect of pre-disaster 
stability and disasters using cross-national data on natural rapid-onset disasters in non-democracies 
between 1976 and 2013. As indicators for pre-existing grievances this article focuses on ex ante 
economic inequality and political dissent. While a natural disaster as such is not associated with a 

http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rjhs20/current
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13527258.2019.1620834
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Barros+Garc%C3%ADa%2C+Jos%C3%A9+Manuel
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/international-journal-of-disaster-risk-reduction/vol/42/suppl/C
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2212420919300354
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2212420919300354


   

  

violation of human rights, empirical evidence suggests that the probability of an increase in post-
disaster repression is higher when a country has previously experienced grievances. 
 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Health – Children – Climate + 
 
World failing to provide children with a healthy life and a climate fit for their future: WHO-
UNICEF-Lancet 
As climate and commercial threats intensify, WHO-UNICEF-Lancet Commission presses for radical 
rethink on child health 
NEW YORK/ LONDON/ GENEVA, 19 February: No single country is adequately protecting children’s 
health, their environment and their futures, finds a landmark report released today by a Commission of 
over 40 child and adolescent health experts from around the world. The Commission was convened by 
the World Health Organization (WHO), UNICEF and The Lancet.  
 
The report, A Future for the World’s Children?, finds that the health and future of every child and 
adolescent worldwide is under immediate threat from ecological degradation, climate change and 
exploitative marketing practices that push heavily processed fast food, sugary drinks, alcohol and 
tobacco at children. 
 
“Despite improvements in child and adolescent health over the past 20 years, progress has stalled, and 
is set to reverse,” said former Prime Minister of New Zealand and Co-Chair of the Commission, Helen 
Clark. “It has been estimated that around 250 million children under five years old in low- and middle-
income countries are at risk of not reaching their developmental potential, based on proxy measures of 
stunting and poverty. But of even greater concern, every child worldwide now faces existential threats 
from climate change and commercial pressures.” 
  
“Countries need to overhaul their approach to child and adolescent health, to ensure that 
we not only look after our children today but protect the world they will inherit in the 
future,” Clark added. 
 
Intensifying climate change threatens every child’s future 
The report includes a new global index of 180 countries, comparing performance on child flourishing, 
including measures of child survival and well-being, such as health, education, and nutrition; 
sustainability, with a proxy for greenhouse gas emissions, and equity, or income gaps. [Top & Bottom 
10 countries; Interactive Index, Full Global Index on pp. 35-38] [1] 
 
According to the report, while the poorest countries need to do more to support their children’s ability 
to live healthy lives, excessive carbon emissions – disproportionately from wealthier countries 
–  threaten the future of all children. If global warming exceeds 4°C by the year 2100 in line with 
current projections, this would lead to devastating health consequences for children, due to rising 
ocean levels, heatwaves, proliferation of diseases like malaria and dengue, and malnutrition. 
 
The index shows that children in Norway, the Republic of Korea, and the Netherlands have the best 
chance at survival and well-being, while children in Central African Republic, Chad, Somalia, Niger and 

https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/world-failing-provide-children-healthy-life-and-climate-fit-their-future-who-unicef
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/world-failing-provide-children-healthy-life-and-climate-fit-their-future-who-unicef
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/world-failing-provide-children-healthy-life-and-climate-fit-their-future-who-unicef
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/world-failing-provide-children-healthy-life-and-climate-fit-their-future-who-unicef
http://www.thelancet-press.com/embargo/childhealthINFOG.png
http://www.thelancet-press.com/embargo/childhealthINFOG.png
https://www.thelancet.com/infographics/child-health
http://www.thelancet-press.com/embargo/childhealth.pdf


   

  

Mali face the worst odds. However, when authors took per capita CO2 emissions into account, the top 
countries trail behind: Norway ranked 156, the Republic of Korea 166, and the Netherlands 160. Each 
of the three emits 210% more CO2 per capita than their 2030 target. The United States of America 
(USA), Australia, and Saudi Arabia are among the ten worst emitters.   
 
“More than 2 billion people live in countries where development is hampered by 
humanitarian crises, conflicts, and natural disasters, problems increasingly linked with 
climate change,” said Minister Awa Coll-Seck from Senegal, Co-Chair of the Commission. 
“While some of the poorest countries have among the lowest CO2 emissions, many are 
exposed to the harshest impacts of a rapidly changing climate. Promoting better 
conditions today for children to survive and thrive nationally does not have to come at the 
cost of eroding children’s futures globally.”    
 
The only countries on track to beat CO2 emission per capita targets by 2030, while also 
performing fairly (within the top 70) on child flourishing measures are: Albania, Armenia, 
Grenada, Jordan, Moldova, Sri Lanka, Tunisia, Uruguay and Viet Nam. 
 
Harmful commercial marketing preys on children – with childhood obesity increasing 11-
fold 
The report also highlights the distinct threat posed to children from harmful marketing. Evidence 
suggests that children in some countries see as many as 30,000 advertisements on television alone in a 
single year, while youth exposure to vaping (e-cigarettes) advertisements increased by more than 
250% in the USA over two years, reaching more than 24 million young people. 
 
Professor Anthony Costello, one of the Commission’s authors, said: “Industry self-regulation has failed. 
Studies in Australia, Canada, Mexico, New Zealand and the USA – among many others – have shown 
that self-regulation has not hampered commercial ability to advertise to children. For example, despite 
industry signing up to self-regulation in Australia, children and adolescent viewers were still exposed to 
51 million alcohol ads during just one year of televised football, cricket and rugby. And the reality could 
be much worse still: we have few facts and figures about the huge expansion of social media 
advertising and algorithms aimed at our children.” 
 
Children’s exposure to commercial marketing of junk food and sugary beverages is associated with 
purchase of unhealthy foods and overweight and obesity, linking predatory marketing to the alarming 
rise in childhood obesity. The number of obese children and adolescents increased from 11 million in 
1975 to 124 million in 2016 – an 11-fold increase, with dire individual and societal costs. 
 
A manifesto for immediate action on child and adolescent health  
To protect children, the independent Commission authors call for a new global movement driven by 
and for children. Specific recommendations include: 
1.    Stop CO2 emissions with the utmost urgency, to ensure children have a future on this planet; 
2.    Place children and adolescents at the centre of our efforts to achieve sustainable development; 
3.    New policies and investment in all sectors to work towards child health and rights; 
4.    Incorporate children’s voices into policy decisions; 
5.    Tighten national regulation of harmful commercial marketing, supported by a new Optional 
Protocol to the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. 
  



   

  

Dr. Richard Horton, Editor-in-Chief of The Lancet family of journals, said: “The opportunity is great. 
The evidence is available. The tools are at hand. From heads-of-state to local government, from UN 
leaders to children themselves, this Commission calls for the birth of a new era for child and adolescent 
health. It will take courage and commitment to deliver. It is the supreme test of our generation.” 
“From the climate crisis to obesity and harmful commercial marketing, children around the world are 
having to contend with threats that were unimaginable just a few generations ago,” said Henrietta 
Fore, UNICEF Executive Director. “It is time for a rethink on child health, one which places children at 
the top of every government’s development agenda and puts their well-being above all considerations.” 
 
“This report shows that the world’s decision makers are, too often, failing today’s children and youth: 
failing to protect their health, failing to protect their rights, and failing to protect their planet,” Dr 
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Director-General of the World Health Organization said. “This must be a 
wakeup call for countries to invest in child health and development, ensure their voices are heard, 
protect their rights, and build a future that is fit for children.” 
Notes to editors 
[1] About the index; please see pp. 35-38 of the report, with technical details in the Annex, pp. 19-72 
[2] This Commission was funded by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. 
Commission Report:  
Embargoed link: http://www.thelancet-press.com/embargo/childhealth.pdf 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Heritage Stewardship 
 
Photography Archive of Shawn Walker and a Collection of Harlem Photography Workshop 
Acquired by Library of Congress  
Press Release   February 19, 2020  
The Library of Congress has acquired the archive of photographer Shawn Walker and his collection of 
photos, ephemera and audio recordings representing the influential Kamoinge Workshop based in 
Harlem, the Library announced today. 
 
Founded in New York City in 1963, the Kamoinge Workshop is a collective of leading African American 
photographers, such as Anthony Barboza, Louis Draper, Adger Cowans, Albert Fenner, Ray Francis, 
Toni Parks, Herb Randall, Herb Robinson, Beuford Smith and Ming Smith. Walker is a founding member 
and also served as an archivist, helping to preserve the group’s history. 
 
The Shawn Walker archive contains nearly 100,000 photographs, negatives and transparencies 
depicting life in Harlem — a pivotal crossroad of African diaspora culture — between 1963 and the 
present. The Kamoinge collection — generously donated by Walker — consists of nearly 2,500 items, 
including prints by Kamoinge members such as Barboza, Draper, Smith and others. The Library of 
Congress worked with the Photography Collections Preservation Project to acquire both the Walker 
archive and the Kamoinge collection with an electronic finding aid. These materials will join the 
Library’s other important collections of photography by African Americans such as Gordon Parks, 
Robert McNeill, Roland Freeman, Dawoud Bey and Walker’s mentor, Roy DeCarava… 
 
:::::: 
::::::  

http://www.thelancet-press.com/embargo/childhealth.pdf
https://www.loc.gov/item/prn-20-014/photography-archive-of-shawn-walker-and-a-collection-of-harlem-photography-workshop-acquired-by-library-of-congress/2020-02-19/
https://www.loc.gov/item/prn-20-014/photography-archive-of-shawn-walker-and-a-collection-of-harlem-photography-workshop-acquired-by-library-of-congress/2020-02-19/


   

  

 
Global Growth – COVID-19 
 
Remarks by IMF Managing Director Kristalina Georgieva to G20 on Economic Impact of 
COVID-19  
February 22, 2020 
Today in Riyadh, Ms. Kristalina Georgieva, Managing Director of the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF), made the following statement at the G20 Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors 
Meeting:  
"In January, we projected global growth to strengthen from 2.9 percent last year to 3.3 percent this 
year. Since then, COVID-19—a global health emergency—has disrupted activity in China. And let me 
say here that my deepest sympathies go to the people in China and other affected countries.  
 
"The Chinese authorities are working to mitigate the negative impact on the economy, with crisis 
measures, liquidity provision, fiscal measures, and financial support. I have had an excellent 
discussion with Governor Yi Gang and other senior officials and assured them of our support for 
these policy measures.  
 
"While the impact of the epidemic continues to unfold, the WHO’s assessment is that with strong and 
coordinated measures, the spread of the virus in China and globally can yet be contained and the 
human tragedy arrested. We are still learning about how this complex virus spreads and the 
uncertainties are too great to permit reliable forecasting. Many scenarios can play out, depending 
on how quickly the virus is contained and how fast the Chinese and other affected economies return 
to normal.  
 
"In our current baseline scenario, announced policies are implemented and China’s economy 
would return to normal in the second quarter. As a result, the impact on the world economy would be 
relatively minor and short-lived.  
 
"In this scenario, 2020 growth for China would be 5.6 percent. This is 0.4 percentage points lower than 
the January WEO Update. Global growth would be about 0.1 percentage points lower.  
 
"But we are also looking at more dire scenarios where the spread of the virus continues for longer and 
more globally, and the growth consequences are more protracted.  
 
"Global cooperation is essential to the containment of the COVID-19 and its economic impact, 
particularly if the outbreak turns out to be more persistent and widespread. To be adequately 
prepared, now is the time to recognize the potential risk for fragile states and countries with weak 
health care systems.  
 
"The IMF stands ready to help, including through our Catastrophe Containment and Relief Trust that 
can provide grants for debt relief to our poorest and most vulnerable members."  
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
EMERGENCIES 
 

https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2020/02/22/pr2061-remarks-by-kristalina-georgieva-to-g20-on-economic-impact-of-covid-19
https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2020/02/22/pr2061-remarks-by-kristalina-georgieva-to-g20-on-economic-impact-of-covid-19


   

  

Coronavirus [COVID-19] 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
Situation report - 33 [WHO] 
Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19)  
22 February 2020 
[Excerpts] 
SITUATION IN NUMBERS  
Globally :: 77,794 laboratory-confirmed [599 new]  
               [Week ago: 49,053 laboratory-confirmed [2056 new]] 
China    :: 76,392  laboratory-confirmed  [397 new]  
            ::   2,348 deaths [109 new] 
Outside of China  
            ::   1,402 laboratory-confirmed   [58 new] 
            ::      28  countries  
            ::      11  deaths [1 new] 
 
WHO RISK ASSESSMENT  
China - Very High  
Regional Level - High  
Global Level - High 
 
HIGHLIGHTS  
:: Two new countries (Lebanon and Israel) reported cases of COVID-19 in the past 24 hours.  
:: The role of environmental contamination in the transmission of COVID-19 is not yet clear. On 18 
February, a new protocol entitled “Surface sampling of coronavirus disease (COVID-19): A practical 
“how to” protocol for health care and public health professionals” was published. This protocol was 
designed to determine viable virus presence and persistence on fomites in various locations where a 
COVID-19 patient is receiving care or isolated, and to understand how fomites may play a role in the 
transmission of the virus.  
:: The WHO Director-General briefed the emergency ministerial meeting on COVID-19 organized by the 
African Union and the Africa Centres for Disease Control and Prevention. Details can be found here.  
 
:::::: 
 
National Health Commission of the People's Republic of China 
http://en.nhc.gov.cn/ 
Selected News & Announcements 
Feb 22: Daily briefing on novel coronavirus cases in China 
On Feb 21, 31 provincial-level regions on the Chinese mainland as well as the Xinjiang Production and 
Construction Corps reported 397 new cases of confirmed infections, 1,361 new cases of suspected 
infections, and 109 deaths. 
[See Emergencies above for detail] 
 
China races to develop vaccines against coronavirus 
2020-02-21 
   BEIJING — Chinese scientists are racing to develop vaccines against the novel coronavirus by 
adopting five technological approaches, a senior National Health Commission official said on Feb 21. 

https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/situation-reports/20200222-sitrep-33-covid-19.pdf?sfvrsn=c9585c8f_2
https://www.who.int/dg/speeches/detail/emergency-ministerial-meeting-on-covid-19-organized-by-the-african-union-and-the-africa-centres-for-disease-control-and-prevention
http://en.nhc.gov.cn/
http://en.nhc.gov.cn/2020-02/22/c_76777.htm
http://en.nhc.gov.cn/2020-02/21/c_76771.htm


   

  

   "Some projects have entered the stage of animal testing," Zeng Yixin, deputy director of the 
commission, told a news conference on China's fight against the novel coronavirus outbreak. 
   "Under the premise of ensuring safety, effectiveness and accessibility (of vaccines), (we) foresee that 
as soon as from April to May this year some vaccines could enter clinical trials, or under specific 
conditions, could be applied for emergency use," he said. 
   "Our goal is that if required by the outbreak situation, the emergency use of vaccines, as well as the 
emergency review and approval process, can be activated in accordance with laws," the official said. 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Emergencies 
 
Ebola – DRC+ 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
 
Ebola Outbreak in DRC 80: 16 February 2020  
[Excerpts] 
Situation Update 
This week, the incidence of Ebola virus disease (EVD) cases continued to be low (Figure 1). From 10 to 
16 February 2020, one new confirmed case was reported in Beni Health Zone, North Kivu Province in 
Democratic Republic of the Congo. The case was reported on 11 February 2020, and was listed and 
followed as a contact at the time of detection, with known epidemiological links. Early detection of 
cases reduces the probability of transmission of EVD in the community and significantly improves the 
clinical outcome for the patients… 
 
While we are cautiously optimistic about the overall trend and reduced geographic spread of the 
outbreak, the security situation in several EVD-affected health areas remain volatile, and the risk of 
spread within Democratic Republic of the Congo and neighbouring countries remains high. Given 
delays in isolation of some cases in recent weeks and continued reports of nosocomial transmission, 
we expect to see additional cases in the coming weeks. It is critical that response teams rapidly detect, 
investigate and follow-up all cases and their contracts… 

 
…Conclusion 
While there is room for cautious optimism around the low number of new confirmed cases reported in 
recent weeks, the situation remains fragile and further cases should be expected. It is important to 
ensure continued access and heightened vigilance for response activities, including early case 
identification, contact tracing, and improving infection prevention and control measures in healthcare 
facilities. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Emergencies 
 
POLIO   
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/ 
 

https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/331052/SITREP_EVD_DRC_20200218-eng.pdf
http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/


   

  

Polio this week as of 12 February 2020 
:: “Polio is one of the few diseases we can eradicate in the world in the next few years. This is a 
priority of the United Nations and I am extremely happy to see it is a clear priority for the Government 
of Pakistan.” – António Guterres, United Nations Secretary General during his recent visit to Pakistan. 
Read more… 
 
Summary of new viruses this week (AFP cases and ES positives):  
:: Afghanistan: two cVDPV2 positive environmental samples 
:: Pakistan: five WPV1 cases and six WPV1 positive environmental samples 
:: Angola: one cVDPV2 case 
:: Côte d’Ivoire: six cVDPV2 positive environmental samples 
:: Ethiopia: one cVDPV2 case 
:: Ghana: two cVDPV2 cases 
:: Philippines: one cVDPV2 positive environmental sample 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
Democratic Republic of the Congo  
:: Ebola Outbreak in DRC 80: 16 February 2020  
[See Emergencies above for detail] 
 
Mozambique floods   - No new digest announcements identified 
Nigeria - No new digest announcements identified 
Somalia - No new digest announcements identified 
South Sudan   - No new digest announcements identified 
Syrian Arab Republic  - No new digest announcements identified 
Yemen - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
Measles in Europe  
:: Collaboration between health and education sectors helps improve vaccination coverage in Ukraine 
17-02-2020  
:: Strengthening response to measles outbreak in Ukraine 22-01-2020 
 
Niger  
:: Réunion transfrontalière entre le Niger et le Bénin à Malanville au Bénin dans le cadre de la riposte 
au cas de poliovirus de type 2.  18 Feb 2020 
 
Afghanistan - No new digest announcements identified 
Angola   - No new digest announcements identified 
Burkina Faso [in French]  - No new digest announcements identified 
Burundi  - No new digest announcements identified 
Cameroon  - No new digest announcements identified 
Central African Republic - No new digest announcements identified 

http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
http://polioeradication.org/news-post/polio-eradication-on-un-secretary-generals-agenda-during-pakistan-visit/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cod/en/
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/331052/SITREP_EVD_DRC_20200218-eng.pdf
https://afro.who.int/countries/mozambique
http://www.who.int/emergencies/nigeria/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/somalia/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ssd/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/syr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/yem/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/communicable-diseases/measles-and-rubella
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/communicable-diseases/measles-and-rubella/news/news/2020/2/collaboration-between-health-and-education-sectors-helps-improve-vaccination-coverage-in-ukraine
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/communicable-diseases/measles-and-rubella/news/news/2020/01/strengthening-response-to-measles-outbreak-in-ukraine
http://afro.who.int/fr/countries/niger
https://www.afro.who.int/fr/news/reunion-transfrontaliere-entre-le-niger-et-le-benin-malanville-au-benin-dans-le-cadre-de-la
https://www.afro.who.int/fr/news/reunion-transfrontaliere-entre-le-niger-et-le-benin-malanville-au-benin-dans-le-cadre-de-la
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/afg/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/angola
https://www.afro.who.int/fr/countries/burkina-faso
https://www.afro.who.int/countries/burundi
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cmr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/caf/en/


   

  

Ethiopia - No new digest announcements identified 
HIV in Pakistan - No new digest announcements identified 
Iran floods 2019 - No new digest announcements identified 
Iraq - No new digest announcements identified 
Libya - No new digest announcements identified 
Malawi floods - No new digest announcements identified 
MERS-CoV  - No new digest announcements identified 
Myanmar  - No new digest announcements identified  
occupied Palestinian territory  - No new digest announcements identified 
Sudan - No new digest announcements identified 
Ukraine - No new digest announcements identified 
Zimbabwe - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 1 Emergencies  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
Chad  - No new digest announcements identified 
Djibouti - No new digest announcements identified 
Kenya   - No new digest announcements identified 
Mali  - No new digest announcements identified 
Namibia - viral hepatitis  - No new digest announcements identified 
Tanzania  - No new digest announcements identified 
  
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – L3 Emergencies 
The UN and its humanitarian partners are currently responding to three 'L3' emergencies. This is the 
global humanitarian system's classification for the response to the most severe, large-scale 
humanitarian crises.  
Syrian Arab Republic   
:: Recent Developments in Northwest Syria - Flash Update No. 8 - As of 20 February 2020 … 
 
Yemen - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Corporate Emergencies 
When the USG/ERC declares a Corporate Emergency Response, all OCHA offices, branches and 
sections provide their full support to response activities both at HQ and in the field. 
CYCLONE IDAI and Kenneth - No new digest announcements identified 
EBOLA OUTBREAK IN THE DRC  - No new digest announcements identified 
 

 
*                      *                       *                        * 

 
 

:: Agency/Government/IGO Watch 

http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/eth/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/pak/pakistan-news/pakistan-hiv-outbreak-in-sindh-province.html
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/irn/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/countries/irq/index.html
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/lby/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/malawi
http://www.who.int/emergencies/mers-cov/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mmr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/opt/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/sdn/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ukr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/zwe/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tcd/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/fr/countries/dji/
http://www.afro.who.int/countries/kenya
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mli/en/
http://afro.who.int/news/baseline-assessment-national-viral-hepatitis-response-namibia
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tza/en/
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/syria
https://reliefweb.int/node/3531679
https://www.unocha.org/yemen
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/southern-and-eastern-africa-rosea/cyclone-idai
https://www.unocha.org/southern-and-eastern-africa-rosea/cyclones-idai-and-kenneth
https://www.unocha.org/drc


   

  

We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for key 
media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on regional or global 
level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific coverage is limited. Please 
suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
 
 
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly  
[to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://www.un.org/press/en 
Selected Meetings/Press Releases/Announcements 
20 February 2020  
SC/14117 
Breaking Political Deadlock Key to Ending Haiti’s Paralysis as Economic, Insecurity Woes 
Bite, Special Representative Tells Security Council 
Political deadlock in Haiti, entering its second year, has paralysed national institutions, hobbled the 
economy and fuelled chronic insecurity amid spotty progress and ever-worsening living conditions for 
more than 4 million citizens, the Security Council heard today. 
 
19 February 2020  
SC/14114 
Crisis in Syria Likely to Turn Catastrophic Unless Global Community Mobilizes to Conflict, 
Senior United Nations Officials Warn Security Council 
The humanitarian crisis still unfolding in Syria will probably deteriorate in a catastrophic manner unless 
the global community swiftly unites and mobilizes all tools to end the nine-year-long conflict in that 
country, senior United Nations officials told the Security Council today. 
 
18 February 2020  
SC/14111 
Military Escalation in Yemen Threatens Potential Political Progress, High-Level United 
Nations Officials Warn Security Council 
The recent military escalation in Yemen threatens any potential political progress and raises serious 
concerns over the gathering humanitarian crisis in that country, putting at risk millions of people in 
need, high-level United Nations officials told the Security Council today. 
 
18 February 2020  
SG/SM/19979 
Youth Need More Say in Decisions on Climate, Technology to Change Course Where Adults 
Have Failed, Secretary-General Tells Lahore University of Management Sciences 
 
18 February 2020  
SG/SM/19980 
Alarmed by Rapidly Worsening Humanitarian Situation in North-West Syria, Secretary-
General Calls for Immediate Ceasefire 
 
 
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true  
Top News 

https://www.un.org/press/en
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sc14117.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sc14117.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sc14114.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sc14114.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sc14111.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sc14111.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm19979.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm19979.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm19980.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm19980.doc.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true


   

  

Afghanistan: 10,000 civilian casualties for sixth straight year 
 
UN human rights chief horrified by escalating humanitarian crisis in Syria 
 
Burundi: UN experts denounce jail terms given to journalists before elections 
 
Press briefing note on Cameroon 
 
UN experts concerned at surge in civilian casualties in northwest Myanmar after internet 
shutdown 
 
 
United Nations Human Rights Council  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL 
Council News 
Human Rights Council Advisory Committee concludes its 24th session  
21/02/2020  
 
Deliberate Starvation and Corruption hallmarks of conflict in South Sudan say UN Human 
Rights Experts  
20/02/2020  
 
Human Rights Council to hold its forty-third regular session from 24 February to 20 March 
2020  
19/02/2020  
 
 
Committee on the Rights of the Child [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the sale and sexual exploitation of children   [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx  
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed 
Conflict [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 
Press Release 
UN Officials call for enhanced protection of civilians facing escalating violence in Cameroon 
Friday, 21 February 2020 
 
 

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25594&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25564&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25586&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25566&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25572&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25572&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=25593&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=25583&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=25583&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=25576&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=25576&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/2020/02/un-officials-call-for-enhanced-protection-of-civilians-facing-escalating-violence-in-cameroon/


   

  

SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict 
[to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/ 
Latest News 
21 February, 2020 
UN Officials call for enhanced protection of civilians facing escalating violence in Cameroon 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights   [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable 
standard of physical and mental health  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples   [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx 
Latest news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN OCHA [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://www.unocha.org/  
Selected Press Releases     
20 February 2020 
Donors visit Syria Humanitarian Fund projects in East Ghouta [EN/AR] 
  
18 February 2020 
South Sudan: Humanitarian Coordinator a.i. condemns killing of an aid worker in Pibor, 
calls upon Government to step up efforts to protect humanitarians 

http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/
https://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/press-release/un-officials-call-for-enhanced-protection-of-civilians-facing-escalating-violence-in-cameroon/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx
https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases
https://reliefweb.int/node/3531159
https://reliefweb.int/node/3527694
https://reliefweb.int/node/3527694


   

  

 
 
Centre for Humanitarian Data/HDX  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://centre.humdata.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNICEF  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases 
Press release 
2.9 million people, including 1.6 million children, affected by one or more humanitarian 
crises in Niger, in 2020 
UNICEF urges greater support for children and families in need 
19/02/2020  
 
Press release 
Remarks by UNICEF Executive Director, Henrietta Fore at the launch of the Lancet 
Commission 
19/02/2020  
 
Press release 
World failing to provide children with a healthy life and a climate fit for their future: WHO-
UNICEF-Lancet 
As climate and commercial threats intensify, WHO-UNICEF-Lancet Commission presses for radical 
rethink on child health 
18/02/2020  
 
Press release 
Over half a million children in northwest Syria forced to flee amid continued violence and 
harsh weather 
77 children killed or injured in the fighting since the beginning of the year 
18/02/2020  
 
Press release 
UNICEF appeals for US$42.3 million to support the global Covid-19 outbreak response 
The initial funding will strengthen response and preparedness efforts in high-risk countries 
  New York, 17 February 2020 – UNICEF urgently needs $42.3 million to scale up its response to the 
Covid-19 virus outbreak and support global efforts to contain it. 
   “This is a race against time,” said UNICEF Executive Director, Henrietta Fore. “The immediate focus 
is to reduce human to human transmission but also to help children in areas where their access to 
essential services has been disrupted.” 
   The preliminary funds will support UNICEF’s work to reduce the transmission of the virus including by 
strengthening risk communication and tackling misinformation so that children, pregnant women and 
their families know how to prevent Covid-19 spread and where to seek assistance. 
   To mitigate the broader impact of the outbreak, UNICEF also plans to support distance learning 
opportunities for children who can’t access school and to provide mental health and psychosocial 
support to children and families affected. 
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   “We are especially concerned by the possible secondary impact of the outbreak” Fore said. “It is 
critical that children’s access to learning, health, nutrition and protection services is not affected.”… 
 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html 
Selected Announcements 
Act now to alleviate suffering at reception centres on Greek islands - UNHCR’s Grandi 
21 February 2020  
 
In 12 months Sahel violence displaces more than 700,000 in Burkina Faso 
21 February 2020  
 
UN High Commissioner for Refugees appeals for safety for civilians trapped in Idlib 
20 February 2020 
 
First major group of Ethiopian refugees return home from Kenya 
19 February 2020  
 
UNHCR saddened by refugee deaths in stampede for aid in Niger 
18 February 2020 
 
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
Selected Announcements 
 IOM Launches USD 17 Million Plan to Help Countries Address the Coronavirus Outbreak 
2020-02-21 14:50 
Geneva – The International Organization for Migration (IOM) today (21/02) launched a USD 17 million 
strategic plan to support countries in preparing and responding to the new coronavirus disease (COVID-
19) outbreak.   
 
“Struggling to get through each day.” New IOM IDP Survey from Ukraine 
2020-02-21 13:38 
Kyiv – The plight of hundreds of thousands of internally displaced persons (IDPs) in Ukraine continues, 
more than five years into the conflict.   
 
IOM Responds to Measles Outbreak in Ethiopia 
2020-02-21 13:10 
East Wollega – Ethiopia’s Public Health Emergency Management department has recorded more than 
700 cases of measles since an outbreak was declared on 24 January 2020.  
However, the actual caseload in the community remains undetermined due to inaccessibility of some 
among the affected... 
 
IOM Launches Guidance to Improve Protection and Assistance for Migrants Vulnerable to 
Violence, Exploitation and Abuse 
2020-02-20 10:38 
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Geneva – The International Organization for Migration (IOM) is launching today (20/02) a new suite of 
publications to support the identification of vulnerabilities associated with migration and improve the 
protection and assistance available to migrants.  
 
 
UNAIDS [to 22 Feb 2020]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
Selected Press Releases/Reports/Statements 
20 February 2020 
Russian blogger’s film raising awareness of HIV  
 
17 February 2020 
Crisis in childhood HIV treatment in western and central Africa  
   In 2018, coverage of antiretroviral therapy among children living with HIV in western and central 
Africa was just 28%, far lower than the global average, which itself was only 54%... 
 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 22 Feb 2020]  
19 February 2020   News release 
World failing to provide children with a healthy life and a climate fit for their future: WHO-
UNICEF-Lancet 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO      
:: WHO pledges to support African countries on joint coronavirus disease preparedness a... 
22 February 2020  
:: Polio-Nigeria leaves no stone unturned, targets over 55 million children in house-to... 
20 February 2020  
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
:: Update on COVID-19 in the Region of the Americas 
   Washington, DC, February 20, 2020 (PAHO) - The Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) has 
announced a total of 23 confirmed cases of coronavirus 2019 (COVID-19) in the Region of the 
Americas. As of 18 February, all cases were reported in the United States (15) and Canada (8)… 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
No new digest content identified. 
 
WHO European Region EURO  
:: Towards an agreement for improving access to high-cost medicines 21-02-2020 
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: Polio eradication on United Nations Secretary General’s agenda during Pakistan visit 
18 February 2020 
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https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/february/20200217_childhood-hiv-treatment-in-western-and-central-africa
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/19-02-2020-world-failing-to-provide-children-with-a-healthy-life-and-a-climate-fit-for-their-future-who-unicef-lancet
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/19-02-2020-world-failing-to-provide-children-with-a-healthy-life-and-a-climate-fit-for-their-future-who-unicef-lancet
http://www.afro.who.int/
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WHO Western Pacific Region  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2020/ 
Press Releases 
2nd OIE Rinderpest Challenge: the winners 
Today, the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) announces the winners of the 2nd OIE 
Rinderpest Challenge. For four weeks, players across the globe competitively diagnosed livestock and 
helped laboratories manage at-risk materials in order to find the virtual outbreak of Rinderpest. The 
challenge is now closed, yet players can continue to train!  
   Paris, 12 February 2020 – Over 12,300 participants from 121 countries participated in the 2nd OIE 
Rinderpest Challenge between 15 January and 12 February 2020. An exciting opportunity which 
gathered ten times more participants than the first edition held in 2019. For the past four weeks, 
participants have been playing the serious game to collect points for their countries. Meanwhile, they 
learned how to diagnose Rinderpest among several other diseases with similar clinical signs, as well as 
how to cautiously handle materials that potentially contain the rinderpest virus in laboratories. 
   According to the points displayed on the leaderboard at the close of the challenge, Uzbekistan is the 
winning country. With a total of 4,129,060 points, a new record has been set… 
 
 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
Selected Press Releases/Announcements 
UNDP and UNDRR strengthen partnership to further integrate disaster risk reduction 
measures into country planning and decision-making processes 
   UNDP and UNDRR signed a joint partnership agreement to step up collaboration on three priority 
areas to accelerate the implementation of the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-
2030 and…    
Posted on February 21, 2020 
 
New partnership forged to create faster breakthrough for research for international 
development  
   UK Research and Innovation (UKRI) and UNDP have committed to accelerating their joint efforts 
towards achieving the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals.    
Posted on February 20, 2020 
 
 
UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
Latest News 
20 Feb 2020 | 2023 UN Water Decade Conference 

http://www.wpro.who.int/
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UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://www.unenvironment.org/ 
News 
17 Feb 2020   Press release  
Major UN meeting on wildlife to address critical threats to migratory species 
   Gandhinagar, 17 February 2020 - The Thirteenth Meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the 
Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (CMS COP13) opened in 
Gandhinagar, India today… 
 
 
UNDRR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://www.undrr.org/ 
Press Releases   21 February 2020  
UNDP and UNDRR to step up action on climate and disaster risk  
   NEW YORK/ GENEVA, 21 February, 2021 – The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and 
the UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNDRR) signed a joint partnership agreement this Friday, 21 
February, to step up collaboration on three priority areas to 
 
 
UN DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/  
Latest News 
More countries could leave the ‘least developed’ category, but better support needed 
21 February 2020, New York  
   Five Asian countries – Bangladesh, Lao PDR, Myanmar, Nepal and Timor-Leste – could be leaving the 
least developed countries (LDC) category as soon as 2024, joining Angola, Bhutan, Sao Tome and 
Principe, Solomon Islands and Sao Tome and Principe, which are already set to graduate in the coming 
years. 
   At its annual plenary meeting, from 24 to 27 February 2020, the UN Committee for Development 
Policy (CDP) will lay the groundwork for next year’s Triennial Review, when it will make 
recommendations on these five countries and identify additional states that meet the criteria for 
starting the multi-year graduation process. 
   Graduation from the LDC category is a milestone in the development process, but the progressing 
countries still require dedicated support to confront their sustainable development challenges. What 
support is needed and how it can be delivered will be a central focus of the Committee’s deliberations 
this year. 
   Established by the United Nations in 1971 and currently comprising 47 countries, the LDC category 
aims to assist low-income countries that are  highly vulnerable to economic and environmental shocks 
and have low levels of human assets… 
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UNESCO  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://en.unesco.org/news 
Latest News 
West African Postcards (1895-1930) 
20/02/2020 
   More than 3.200 postcards covering 16 countries of the Economic Community of West African States 
(ECOWAS). 
   The historic postcards chosen for this project constitute a pictorial treasure and are related to the 16 
countries of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS). These postcards are very rare 
because they are scattered in many countries, mostly in Europe. Only their presentation on a CD-ROM 
or a Web Site could bring them together, at least partially, under one theme or in an historical and 
geographical framework. 
   The CD-ROM, prepared in collaboration with the Association Images et Mémoires and ICG-Mémoire 
Directe, features 3.000 postcards, which represents only a small part of the 50.000 which exist for the 
same period (1890-1930) and the same countries. 
 
 
International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS)  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://www.icomos.org/en/ 
Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://unhabitat.org/ 
News and Stories 
Story | 20 February 2020 
Technology bridges the gap between residents and local authorities in Latin America 
 
 
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ILO International Labour Organization  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm 
Social Justice 
World Day of Social Justice 2020   
20 February 2020  
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   If the future is going to work for everyone, it will mean putting people and planet first. But how? Tell 
policymakers what you think! 
 
Blog 
Hard data needed on disability and work   
19 February 2020  
   "The ILO is committed to drive the discussion on disability inclusion. Measuring and monitoring 
progress will be vital if we are to go beyond words," says ILO Director-General Guy Ryder. 
   
Forced labour 
Justices of the Peace, allies in the fight against forced labour in Peru   
17 February 2020  
   As part of its efforts to eliminate forced labour in Peru’s Amazon region, the ILO is working in 
collaboration with the most affected communities. 
 
 
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://www.icao.int/  
Latest News and Highlights  
No new digest content identified.    
 
 
IMO International Maritime Organization  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx 
Latest Press Briefings  
No new digest content identified.    
 
 
WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release 
No new digest content identified.    
 
 
UPU  Universal Postal Union   [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://news.upu.int/no_cache/news/ 
News 
At roundtable on remuneration rates, UPU DG summons spirit of Geneva to guide 
organization to Abidja... 
   Opening the World Round Table on Remuneration (WRTR) on 14 February, Pascal Clivaz, Deputy 
Director General of the Universal Postal Union said, “We must hold on to this spirit, the spirit of 
Geneva, as we head for the Abidjan Cong... 
 
 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html 
News 
No new digest content identified.    
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International Organization for Standardization (ISO)  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/ 
News 
By Clare Naden on 21 February 2020  
New standard for consumer warranties keeps everyone in the supply chain on the same 
page  
   The rise in e-commerce and globalization has revolutionized retail trade – for both the good and 
otherwise of the consumer. However, more choice doesn’t always equate to better quality. A new 
International Standard for consumer warranties will help to protect every player in the supply chain.  
 
By Clare Naden on 19 February 2020  
Inspiring successful innovation with new International Standard  
   An innovation management system helps organizations capture the best ideas and continually 
improve to keep up with the competition. The latest standard in the ISO innovation management series 
has just been published.  
   ISO 56000, Innovation management – Fundamentals and vocabulary, is the fourth of an eight-part 
series of standards and other guidance documents designed to help organizations use the correct 
terminology for innovation management and communicate consistently about their processes, 
achievements and learning paths. It provides the vocabulary, fundamental concepts and principles of 
innovation management, and is useful for organizations wanting to make their innovation management 
activities visible and credible. 
 
 
UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://www.unwto.org/news 
News 
Europe  
UNWTO Places Tourism in the European Parliament 
19 Feb 2020 
 
 
WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/ 
No new digest content identified.    
 
 
CBD  Convention on Biological Diversity [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://www.cbd.int/ 
No new digest content identified.    
 
:::::: 
 
USAID [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Announcements 
United States Announces $8 Million to Locust Control Operations in East Africa  
February 19, 2020 
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   In response to the outbreak of desert locusts in East Africa, the United States, through the U.S. 
Agency for International Development (USAID), will be providing $8 million in humanitarian assistance 
to support regional operations to control locusts in the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, the 
Republic of Kenya, and the Federal Republic of Somalia. 
 
 
DFID  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development 
Press Releases 
Sweden joins UK ocean protection campaign  
   Minister Zac Goldsmith sets out ambition to make world's ocean more resilient to climate change 
through '30by30' global coalition. 
From: Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs and 2 others  
Updated: 19 February 2020  
 
 
ECHO  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news 
Latest News 
Afghan refugees: €21 million in humanitarian aid for host communities and vulnerable 
populations in Pakistan and Iran 
19/02/2020 
   The European Commission is releasing an additional €21 million in humanitarian aid for Afghan 
refugees in neighbouring Iran and Pakistan. The announcement was made at the International 
Conference on 40 Years of Hosting Afghan Refugees held in...  
 
EU and international donors pledge €1.15 billion for reconstruction after the earthquake in 
Albania 
18/02/2020 
   About 100 delegations from the European Union, its Member States and partners, including 
international organisations and civil society gathered in Brussels today at the International Donors' 
Conference to mobilise support for Albania after the...  
 
:::::: 
 
African Union [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://www.au.int/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of Social  
News 
Training on enhanced surveillance at countries points of entry  [COVID-19] 
February 17, 2020 
 
 
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://asean.org/category/news/asean-secretariat-news/ 
Secretariat News 
ASEAN, China exchange practices to better manage coronavirus disease 2019 
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https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20200217/eighty-experts-participate-training-enhanced-surveillance-countries-points
http://asean.org/category/news/asean-secretariat-news/
https://asean.org/asean-china-exchange-practices-to-better-manage-coronavirus-disease-2019/


   

  

   JAKARTA, 20 February 2020 - As part of the continued efforts to stop the spread of the Coronavirus 
2019 (COVID-19), health officials and clinical experts from ASEAN Member States and China conducted 
a special video conference today. Utilising the ASEAN Emergency Operations Centre Network for public 
health emergencies knowledge-sharing platform led by Malaysia, the conference [...] 
 
 
European Commission [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1 
Latest 
Press release  19 February 2020 
COVID-19 outbreak: Commission supports repatriation of EU citizens from cruise ship in 
Japan 
 
Press release  19 February 2020 
Afghan refugees: €21 million in humanitarian aid for host communities and vulnerable 
populations in Pakistan and Iran 
 
Press release  17 February 2020 
EU and international donors pledge €1.15 billion for reconstruction after the earthquake in 
Albania 
About 100 delegations from the European Union, its Member States and partners, including 
international organisations and civil society gathered in Brussels today at the International Donors' 
Conference to mobilise support for Albania after the devastating earthquake of 26 November 2019. 
 
 
OECD  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://www.oecd.org/  
22 January 2020 
Teenagers’ career expectations narrowing to limited range of jobs, OECD PISA report finds 
   Huge changes to the world of work over the past two decades have made little impact on teenagers’ 
career expectations, which have become more concentrated in fewer occupations, according to a new 
OECD report.  
 
 
Organization of American States (OAS)   [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://www.oas.org/en/ 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://www.oic-oci.org/  
Selected Press Releases 
Treatment of Afghan Children with Congenital Heart Disease, another OIC Humanitarian 
Endeavor 
The Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) has embarked on a humanitarian project in cooperation 
with the Afghan Red Crescent Society to treat the Afghan children with congenital heart disease 
through surgical intervention. In this context, and pursuant to the directives of H.E. Dr. Youssef A. Al-
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https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_249
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http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/teenagers-career-expectations-narrowing-to-limited-range-of-jobs-oecd-pisa-report-finds.htm
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_releases.asp
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Othaimeen, the OIC Secretary-General, the General Secretariat extended a donation to the Afghan Red 
Crescent Society to support the project to treat Afghan children with congenital heart diseases.... 
20/02/2020 
 
 
Group of 77  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://www.g77.org/ 
Latest Statements and Speeches 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by His Excellency Ambassador Rudolph Michael Ten-
Pow, Permanent Representative of Co-operative Republic of Guyana to the United Nations, at the 
informal meeting on the alignment of the agendas of the General Assembly and ECOSOC and its 
subsidiary bodies, in light of the adoption of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (New York, 
17 February 2020) 
 
:::::: 
 
UNCTAD  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives]  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Customs Organization – WCO  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://www.wcoomd.org/ 
Latest News 
21 February 2020  
EU reaffirms its strong commitment to the WCO  
 
 
WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
WTO News and Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
IPU  Inter-Parliamentary Union   [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases 
Press releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Court of Justice  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases 
Latest Press Releases 
21 February 2020  
Mr. Jean-Pelé Fomété re-elected Deputy-Registrar of the International Court of Justice  
Press release 2020/7  

http://www.g77.org/
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=200217
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=200217
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https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases
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https://www.icj-cij.org/files/press-releases/0/000-20200221-PRE-01-00-EN.pdf


   

  

 
 
International Criminal Court (ICC)  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
Trying individuals for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/ 
Press Release 17 February 2020 Office of the Prosecutor  
CC Prosecutor concludes productive participation at 56th session of the Munich Security 
Conference: “proliferation of conflicts and the toll they exact in human suffering reinforce 
the need to advance justice and accountability for atrocity crimes”  
 
Statement 16 February 2020 
Statement of the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court, Mrs Fatou Bensouda, on 
the referral by Venezuela regarding the situation in its own territory  
   …Pursuant to article 14(1) of the Statute of the International Criminal Court ("ICC" or the "Court"), 
the referring State requests the Prosecutor to initiate an investigation into crimes against humanity 
allegedly committed on the territory of Venezuela, with the view to determining whether one or more 
persons should be charged with the commission of such crimes. In its referral, the Government of 
Venezuela states that crimes against humanity are committed "as a result of the application of unlawful 
coercive measures adopted unilaterally by the government of the United States of America against 
Venezuela, at least since the year 2014." The referral is accompanied by a supporting document, which 
further specifies the relevant circumstances under which such crimes are alleged to have occurred. 
Pursuant to Regulation 45 of the Regulations of the Court, I have informed the ICC Presidency of this 
referral to enable the assignment of the situation to a Pre-Trial Chamber… 
 
:::::: 
 
World Bank [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week]  
Safer Roads to Add Over $1 Trillion to South Asian Economies 
STOCKHOLM, February 20, 2020 — South Asia’s eastern subregion, comprising Bangladesh, Bhutan, 
India, and Nepal, needs to invest an estimated extra $118 billion in road safety over the next decade...  
Date: February 20, 2020 Type: Press Release 
 
India Needs Additional $100-Plus Billion for Safer Roads 
STOCKHOLM, February 20, 2020 — India needs to invest an estimated extra $109 billion in road safety 
over the next decade to halve its road crash fatalities, says a new World Bank report, noting that...  
Date: February 20, 2020 Type: Press Release 
 
Anticorruption Fact Sheet 
Introduction Corruption—the abuse of public office for private gain—covers a wide range of behavior, 
from bribery to theft of public funds. Corruption exists all over the world, but it is usually present...  
Date: February 19, 2020 Type: Factsheet  
 
World Bank Group Statement on Development Research 
WASHINGTON, February 18, 2020 
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
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IMF  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article 
February 22, 2020 
Remarks by IMF Managing Director Kristalina Georgieva to G20 on Economic Impact of 
COVID-19  
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
 
African Development Bank Group  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://www.afdb.org/en 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Africa-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of No new 
digest content identified. 
African Development Bank issues call to strengthen fertilizer value chains at Argus Africa 
Fertilizer Conference 
21-Feb-2020 - The African Development Bank urged development finance institutions, NGOs, farmer 
cooperatives, and the private sector to develop more effective financing solutions for Africa’s fertilizer 
value chains. The Bank’s call to action came during the Argus Africa Fertilizer Conference held on 19 
February. The conference’s theme was Supporting the fertilizer value chain to improve agricultural 
productivity and economic growth in the region. 
 
African Development Bank joins other Development Finance Institutions to deepen private 
investment in fragile states 
20-Feb-2020 - Representatives of 27 Development Finance Institutions (DFIs) met at the University of 
Oxford on 11-13 February for a follow-up forum to strengthen private investment inflows into fragile or 
conflict-affected economies. 
 
African Development Bank Director Hanan Morsy named one of Egypt’s 50 most influential 
women 
18-Feb-2020 - The Director of Macroeconomic Policy, Forecasting and Research at the African 
Development Bank, Dr Hanan Morsy, has been named one of Egypt’s 50 most influential women. Dr 
Hala El Said, Egypt’s Minister of Planning and Economic Development, gave the award on 5 February in 
a ceremony organized under auspices of the Egyptian Prime Minister.  “I am honored to be named 
among the most influential women in Egypt. This award validates the crucial role of women in 
contributing to the Egyptian economy and the continent as a whole,” said Dr Morsy. 
 
 
Asian Development Bank  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://www.adb.org/news/releases 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-•  
18 Feb 2020 
New Road Safety Observatory for Asia and Pacific Region: Fighting Road Fatalities and 
Injuries with Better Data 
   The establishment of the first regional Road Safety Observatory in the Asia-Pacific region was 
announced in Stockholm today on the eve of the 3rd UN Global Ministerial Conference of Road Safety. 
The UN conference gathers ministers... 
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https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/african-development-bank-joins-other-development-finance-institutions-deepen-private-investment-fragile-states-34310
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/african-development-bank-director-hanan-morsy-named-one-egypts-50-most-influential-women-34197
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/african-development-bank-director-hanan-morsy-named-one-egypts-50-most-influential-women-34197
http://www.adb.org/news/releases
https://www.adb.org/news/new-road-safety-observatory-asia-and-pacific-region-fighting-road-fatalities-and-injuries
https://www.adb.org/news/new-road-safety-observatory-asia-and-pacific-region-fighting-road-fatalities-and-injuries


   

  

 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank   [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-
level announcements are added each week] 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news 
News 
17 FEB  
Call for Proposals: Mainstream Fintech and Agritech Technologies into IFAD portfolio of 
country programmes  
 
 
Islamic Development Bank  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://www.isdb.org/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 

 
 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 

 
:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
   We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new research and 
major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, collaborations, and initiatives 
across the human rights, humanitarian response and development spheres of action.  WE will not 
reference fundraising announcements, programs, events or appeals, and generally not include content 
which is primarily photo-documentation or video in format. 
 
 
Action Contre la Faim – Action Against Hunger  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org 
Communiqués de presse 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Alliance for International Medical Action (ALIMA)  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://www.alima-ngo.org/en/press-room 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://newsroom.amref.org/category/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases 
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Amref Health Africa Among Top 100 Proposals for Macarthur $100 Million Grant 
February 20, 2020  
    Amref Health Africa’s proposed project will implement a proven, sustainable sanitation model called 
the Financial Inclusion Improves Sanitation & Health (FINISH) which addresses the achievement of 
SDG 6 (clean water and sanitation for all). 
 
 
Aravind Eye Care System  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://aravind.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
  
BRAC  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://www.brac.net/#news 
Latest 
Learning, Youth  
Digital wages and what it means for women 
February 19, 2020  
by Mahamuda Aktar Monisha and Nishat Tasnim  
  280 million adults in the private sector globally receive their wages in cash.This poses a risk of losing 
out on take-home wages for workers. Is wage digitisation the answer? 
This year, BRAC’s Frugal Innovation Forum will bring together global practitioners, thinkers, 
researchers, policymakers and financial ecosystem partners to brainstorm solutions to challenges in 
financial inclusion, particularly for women, through digital services. 
 
 
CARE International  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases 
Press Releases 
Aid organisations in Yemen are extremely concerned about high numbers of civilian 
casualties in recent military escalation 
 17th Feb 2020    Yemen  
   We are shocked and saddened to hear about the deaths of as many as 31 civilians, and 12 other 
people injured, in strikes on Al Jawf governorate in northern Yemen on 15 February. 
 
 
Clubhouse International  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://www.drc.dk/news 
NEWS 
The situation in Libya highlights the need for protection of refugees and migrants 
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   A political agreement that is carefully designed not to save lives is a stark reminder of what continues 
to take priority in the EU’s approach to migration policy. Rather, the EU must commit to search and 
rescue in the Mediterranean and timely disembarkation in safe ports. 
18.02.20 
 
In Yemen: High Numbers of Civilian Deaths Extremely Concerning  
   Aid organisations in Yemen are extremely concerned about high numbers of civilian casualties in 
recent military escalation.   
17.02.20 
 
 
ECPAT  [to 22 Feb 2020]  
http://www.ecpat.net/news 
News & Updates 
IMPACT: Global Sustainable Tourism Council urges tourism destinations to join The Code 
204/02/2020 
   ECPAT International was invited by the Global Sustainable Tourism Council (GSTC) to review its 
guiding document for travel and tourism business and other stakeholders to work for more sustainable 
tourism.  ECPAT provided support related to child protection, and the new GSTC Destination Criteria v 
2.0 now includes The Code as one of the measures to protect children from sexual exploitation. 
 
 
Fountain House  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Humanity & Inclusion  [nee Handicap International]  [to 22 Feb 2020]  
https://hi.org/en/index 
All news 
South Sudan: HI’s emergency mobile teams assist displaced people  
| PUBLISHED ON February 18th 2020  
   HI has deployed emergency mobile teams to provide rehabilitation and psychosocial support to 
vulnerable displaced people in conflict-affected areas. 
 
 
Heifer International  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://www.heifer.org/ 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HelpAge International  [to 22 Feb 2020]  
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/ 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
No new digest content identified. 
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ICRC  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
South Sudan: Millions struggle to recover from unsparing war, as violence threatens fragile 
stability 
   Juba (ICRC) – As South Sudan's leaders face a deadline to form a unity government on Saturday, a 
key milestone in the country's peace process, millions of South Sudanese are struggling to recover from 
six years of unsparing war, while regular inter-c 
20-02-2020 | News release  
  
North Sinai: Egyptian Red Crescent and ICRC provide humanitarian assistance to 1000s of 
households  
   Cairo (ICRC / ERC) –The Egyptian Red Crescent Society (ERCS), in cooperation with the International 
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), distribute 469 tons of food aid, 14 tons of hygiene kits as well as 
floor mats to 7,000 households in North Sinai.T 
19-02-2020 | News release  
 
 
IFRC   [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Medical Corps (IMC)   [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/ 
February 18, 2020  
Somalia 
Immunizations: Building Blocks for a Better Tomorrow  
Laying the Foundation of a Life Free from Disease 
 
 
IRC  International Rescue Committee  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 
Media highlights 
Press Release  
UN Security Council must adopt Idlib resolution today, and here's what it should say 
February 19, 2020  
 
Press Release  
The South Sudanese people deserve peace; the IRC calls for all parties to build a better 
future  
February 18, 2020  
 
 
IRCT  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://irct.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
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Islamic Relief Worldwide  [to 22 Feb 2020]  
https://www.islamic-relief.org/ 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Landsea   [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Medecins du Monde   [to 22 Feb 2020]  
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Mercy Corps [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
Press Releases 
8February 19, 2020  
Mercy Corps Among Top 100 Proposals For MacArthur $100 Million Grant 
High-scoring 100&Change application would tackle climate change, support small-scale farmers 
Portland, Ore., February 19...  
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 22 Feb 2020]  
http://www.msf.org/ 
Latest [Selected Announcements] 
Measles  
“These children shouldn’t be sick” – tackling measles in Rohingya refugee camps  
Project Update 19 Feb 2020  
 
Syria  
People in Idlib race to flee airstrikes as safe area shrinks  
Project Update 19 Feb 2020  
 
France  
Left out in the cold: MSF provides emergency beds for tennage migrants 
Project Update 19 Feb 2020  
 
 
Operation Smile  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office 
Program Schedule 
Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve every 
opportunity for safe surgical care.  
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OXFAM [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://www.oxfam.org/en/ 
Selected News/Announcements   
REACTION: South Sudan unity government is only the first step towards sustainable peace 
22 February 2020 
In reaction to the formation of a new South Sudanese unity government today, Elysia Buchanan, 
Oxfam South Sudan’s Campaign Manager said: “We welcome this decision as an important first step in 
South Sudan’s journey towards sustainable peace, but it cannot be the last. The country’s leaders must 
now work together to urgently end the suffering of 7.5 million South Sudanese facing a dire 
humanitarian crisis.  
 
 
US attempts to water down historic tax reforms as G20 prepares to give green light to 
plans for global tax rewrite 
21 February 2020 
The US and some European countries are seeking to water down historic global tax reforms warned 
Oxfam today, ahead of a meeting of G20 Finance Ministers and central bank governments in Riyadh, 
Saudi Arabia this weekend. G20 Ministers are expected to give the green light to the Organization for 
Economic Cooperation and Development’s (OECD) outline proposals for tax reform at the meeting on 
22 and 23 February. 
 
REACTION: The scale of hunger in South Sudan is still immense, says Oxfam 
20 February 2020 
Following the release of the Integrated Food Security Classification (IPC) report for South Sudan today, 
Elysia Buchanan, Oxfam South Sudan’s Campaign Manager said: “Despite some improvement, the scale 
of hunger in South Sudan is still immense with an estimated six million people facing severe hunger. 
The recent floods, which affected nearly a million people, are having a devastating impact on 
vulnerable communities already worn out by years of conflict and now the arrival of swarms of locusts 
could make things worse for many others. 
 
Oxfam International Board of Supervisors’ chair steps down 
20 February 2020 
Oxfam International Chair of the Board of Supervisors, Dr Henrietta Campbell, has announced that for 
personal reasons she is stepping down effective 31 March. 
 
1.9 million in Burkina Faso urgently need water, Oxfam warns 
20 February 2020 
In response to the latest figures shared in OCHA's Burkina Faso Humanitarian Response Plan, Oxfam 
warns of the alarming deterioration of the humanitarian crisis and calls upon the international 
community to immediately mobilize funding to meet the urgently needed humanitarian support.  More 
than 1.9 million people in Burkina Faso are in dire need of water, sanitation and hygiene support.  
 
Oxfam condemns the killing of two of its workers in attack in Syria 
19 February 2020 
Two Oxfam aid workers were today killed in an attack at 2 pm local time in Dar’a governorate in 
southern Syria, between Nawa and Al-Yadudah.  
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Wissam Hazim, Southern Hub Staff Safety Officer, and Adel Al-Halabi, a driver, were both killed when 
their vehicle was attacked by a so-far unidentified armed group.  An Oxfam volunteer was also injured. 
 
Oxfam and aid organizations extremely concerned about Yemen recent military escalation  
18 February 2020 
In reaction to the recent strikes on Jawf governorate, northern Yemen, which killed 31 and injured 12 
civilians on 15 February, Oxfam and ten international aid organizations expressed their shock and deep 
condemnation of these military escalations. 
  
 
Norwegian Refugee Council   [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://www.nrc.no/ 
Latest news from NRC 
South Sudan | 21. Feb 2020  
Protection of people must be priority for new government in South Sudan 
As plans get underway for the formation of the transitional government in South Sudan tomorrow 
(Saturday, February 22), protecting its people, preserving peace and providing humanitarian access to 
areas gripped by food insecurity caused by extreme weather and locusts must be among the top 
priorities for leaders.  
 
Greece | 17. Feb 2020  
Providing dignity on a daily basis 
When he started his mission in 2015, Patric Mansour was faced with one of the largest refugee influxes 
to Europe in modern times. Four years on, refugees and migrants are still crossing the Mediterranean 
for safety in Greece and Mansour believes it is high time for Europe to take responsibility.  
 
Middle East|Yemen | 17. Feb 2020  
Aid organisations in Yemen are extremely concerned about high numbers of civilian 
casualties in recent military escalation 
 
 
Pact  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://www.pactworld.org/  
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Partners In Health  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://www.pih.org/blog   
News  
Feb 20, 2020  
Opinion: Clean Water, Sanitation Vital to Ensuring Children Stay in School in Haiti  
Access to clean water and sanitation can play a major role in ensuring children remain healthy enough 
to remain in school and lead productive lives, escaping the grip of extreme poverty. Read Mor 
 
Feb 19, 2020  
Sierra Leone Clinic Launches Electronic Medical Records to Transform Patient Care  
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At Wellbody Clinic in Kono District, the OpenMRS system is replacing overflowing shelves of paper 
records, giving clinicians much better access to information and improving care for patients. Read More  
 
Feb 19, 2020  
Honor Tom White's 100th Birthday  
Tom’s early belief in PIH’s vision for a more just world saved millions of lives. Whether financing the 
construction of PIH’s first clinic in Cange, Haiti, or investing in the expensive drug regimens for PIH’s 
first multi-drug resistant tuberculosis patients, Tom’s investment in providing high-quality health care 
to those who need it most changed global health delivery forever. Read More  
 
Feb 18, 2020  
More Than a Friendly Neighbor  
Prenatal checkups, education and care led by her community health worker helped Eliza Kazembe 
safely give birth to her first child, Prince Chimpaka. Read More  
 
 
PATH  [to 22 Feb 2020]  
https://www.path.org/media-center/  
Selected Announcements 
New Initiative, “Forecasting Healthy Futures,” Will Harness Weather Data to Help Defeat 
Mosquito-Borne Disease 
Malaria No More, Reaching the Last Mile Global Health Initiative, PATH, the Institute for 
Health Metrics and Evaluation, Tableau Foundation and IBM’s The Weather Company 
combine expertise, data and technology to improve timing and targeting of life-saving 
health interventions 
San Francisco, 20 February 2020 – A unique group of global health, technology and public sector 
organizations today launched Forecasting Healthy Futures to improve health outcomes and accelerate 
progress against deadly mosquito-borne diseases. The new initiative—convened by Malaria No More—
will develop weather data-informed strategies and policies to help governments and partners better 
time and target effective health interventions in the face of changing weather patterns and an increase 
in the frequency of extreme weather events. 
 
Mosquito-borne diseases, including malaria, dengue, chikungunya, yellow fever and Zika, are a major 
global health challenge affecting 340 million people annually, with the world’s most marginalized 
populations disproportionately impacted. These diseases are climate-sensitive: changing weather 
patterns are introducing new challenges in efforts to effectively prevent, control and eliminate them. 
 
“Harnessing weather data to better fight mosquito-borne disease could be revolutionary in protecting 
the world’s most vulnerable, especially pregnant women and children, from deadly diseases like malaria 
and dengue,” said Mona Hammami, Senior Director, Office of Strategic Affairs to the Abu Dhabi Crown 
Prince Court. "To tackle disease eradication faster, we need to focus on innovations that take a multi-
disciplinary approach, leveraging the intersections between health and areas like technology and 
climate change to bring fresh voices into the conversation.”… 
 
To help improve public health, Forecasting Healthy Futures will create new data systems and strategies 
by integrating weather and mosquito population data sets with existing disease risk, intervention 
coverage, supply chain and epidemiological data sets…  
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Plan International/BORNEfonden  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Save The Children [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://www.savethechildren.net/news 
18 February 2020 - Afghanistan 
AFGHANISTAN: An additional 1.5 million children need help to survive in 2020, warns Save 
the Children 
 
18 February 2020 - Syria 
Syria: Children dying in freezing conditions in camps as more than a quarter of Idlib 
displaced 
 
18 February 2020 - South Sudan 
Fears grow as locusts swarm towards South Sudan 
 
15 February 2020 - Yemen 
Death of 30 civilians, including children, shows conflict in Yemen is not slowing down 
 
 
SOS-Kinderdorf International  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/news 
Togo  
Mobile clinic treats women and children  
February 20 2020 - Nearly 300 mothers and 200 children under the age of five have benefitted from 
the medical services provided by “Baby Moto”.  
 
Brazil  
Partnership supports Venezuelan children  
February 19 2020 - A partnership between SOS Children's Villages Brazil and UNICEF will help shelter 
and assist unaccompanied Venezuelan children and young people.  
 
 
Tostan  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://www.tostan.org 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Women for Women International  [to 22 Feb 2020]  
https://www.womenforwomen.org/ 
February 20, 2020 
By: Laurie Adams 
On World Day of Social Justice, Don’t Forget the “World”  
Article 
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World Vision  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://wvi.org/ 
Newsroom  
Empowering communities to end gender-based violence  
Thursday, February 20, 2020  
   World Vision Solomon Islands Community Channels of Hope (CCOH) project recently held a three-
day leadership empowerment workshop for communities in the weather coast of north-east 
Guadalcanal. 
 
:::::: 
 
Electronic Frontiers Foundation 
https://www.eff.org/updates?type=press_release 
Press Release | February 21, 2020  
EFF Calls For Disclosure of Secret Financing Details Behind $1.1 Billion .ORG Sale, Asks FTC 
To Scrutinize Deal 
   San Francisco—The Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF) and the Americans for Financial Reform 
(AFR) Education Fund today called on ICANN and private equity firm Ethos Capital to make public 
secret details—hidden costs, loan servicing fees, and inducements to insiders—about financing the $1.1 
billion sale of the .ORG domain registry.  
 
 
Freedom House [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://freedomhouse.org/news 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Human Rights Watch  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://www.hrw.org/ 
Featured Commentary, Announcements, Statements 
February 20, 2020  
Kenya: No Letup in Killings by Nairobi Police  
In a span of since December 25, 2019, the police in Nairobi have shot dead at least eight people in 
Nairobi’s Mathare, Kasarani and Majengo settlements, Human Rights Watch said today.  
United States 
 
February 21, 2020   Blog 
Guantanamo’s Ugly Taint on US Diplomacy 
Europe/Central Asia 
 
February 22, 2020  News Release 
Thailand: Court Dissolves Opposition Party 
 
 
Transparency International  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases 
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No new digest content identified. 
 
::::: 
 
ChildFund Alliance  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://childfundalliance.org/ 
News/ Statements 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
CONCORD  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://concordeurope.org/  
Latest News and Events 
Director’s blog: Every Word Matters 
by Tanya Cox | Feb 18, 2020 
   Every Word Matters Imagine you are in the Titanic … and the Titanic is sinking… slowly but surely at 
first…. then faster and faster…. And you are busy telling people to come and join you on the boat…! 
Will they join?? 
 
 
The Elders  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://theelders.org/news-media 
Selected Press Releases and Major Announcements 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Evidence Aid   [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://www.evidenceaid.org/ 
February 11, 2020 
Coronavirus resources 
Claire Allen  
   The outbreak of the Coronavirus is leading to a rapidly expanding and evolving literature. Evidence 
Aid is compiling links to entry points for this literature and will include these on this web page. If you 
have any suggestions for other resources that we might consider linking to, please let us know. 
 
 
Gavi [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://www.gavi.org/ 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Getty Conservation Institute   [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://www.getty.edu/research/ 
No new digest content identified. 
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Global Fund  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/ 
News & Stories 
News  
Carrying the Torch  
21 February 2020  
   Peter Sands, Executive Director of the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, has been 
selected as a torchbearer for the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Torch Relay… 
 
Funding Model  
Value for Money Resources for Applicants  
21 February 2020  
 
 
Hilton Prize Coalition [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/ 
02/19/2020  Blog 
Reconnecting to My Roots: HPC Fellow, Neha Gauchan, ECPAT International 
 
 
ICVA - International Council of Voluntary Agencies   [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://icvanetwork.org/ 
Latest resources, events, content 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
InterAction  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://www.interaction.org/ 
Latest Updates 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
3ie  International Initiative for Impact Evaluation [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://www.3ieimpact.org/ 
Publication 
Launch of 3ie’s Development Evidence Portal: What is the state of evidence?  
   Seminar 24 February 2020 London, UK In this seminar we will launch the 3ie Development Evidence 
Portal, a first and important step towards an evidence infrastructure that supports more and better use 
of evidence to inform decisions about policies and programmes that are designed to improve lives. 
 
 
CHS Alliance  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://chsalliance.org/ 
27 January 2020 
UNICEF first UN agency to benchmark against the CHS  
by Charles-Antoine Hofmann 
Senior Adviser, Accountability & Community Engagement, UNICEF 
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https://www.chsalliance.org/get-support/article/unicef-benchmark/


   

  

   To celebrate UNICEF’s trailblazing Core Humanitarian Standard (CHS) benchmarking, we interview 
Charles-Antoine Hofmann to hear what inspired this, and what the process revealed. 
 
 
Development Initiatives   [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://devinit.org/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
::::::  
 
Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action 
(ALNAP)     [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://www.alnap.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CERAH – Geneva Centre for Education and Research in Humanitarian Action  [to 22 Feb 
2020] 
https://cerahgeneve.ch/events/news/ 
CERAH News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre 
LATEST PRESS RELEASES 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
EHLRA/R2HC/HIF   [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Groupe URD   [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://www.urd.org/en/ 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Humanitarian Studies Association  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://ihsa.info/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
INEE – an international network for education in emergencies   [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://www.ineesite.org/en/news 
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News 
Humanitarian Aid Allocated to Education Doubled Between 2015 and 2018, PRIO 
Researchers Find  
PRIO 
18 February 2020  
   The amount of humanitarian aid allocated to education doubled between 2015 and 2018 and Norway 
has reached the global goal of allocating 4% of their humanitarian aid to the sector. 
 
 
Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP)  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://phap.org/ 
Association news 
PHAP and ICVA webinar on People with Disabilities in Humanitarian Response 
   On 26 February, PHAP and ICVA will organize a webinar together with the Inter-Agency Standing 
Committee (IASC) secretariat and the Reference Group on Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities in 
Humanitarian Action to introduce the recently published IASC Guidelines on Inclusion of Persons with 
Disabilities in Humanitarian Action 
 
 
Sphere  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://spherestandards.org/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Start Network [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs 
News and Blog 
Sri Lanka Alert 282 
Anticipation of flooding in a climate change hotspot  
by Kathryn Morrison  
 
20 Feb 20  
Alert 300 case study 
Anticipation of electoral violence in Nigeria 
by Kathryn Morrison  
19 Feb 20  
 
:::::: 
 
Brookings 
http://www.brookings.edu/ 
Accessed 22 Feb 2020 
Latest Research 
Report  
Global implications of a US-led currency war 
Adam Triggs and Warwick J. McKibbin 
Thursday, February 20, 2020  
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Technology & Innovation  
5 questions policymakers should ask about facial recognition, law enforcement, and 
algorithmic bias 
Rashawn Ray 
Thursday, February 20, 2020  
 
Demographics & Population  
Reducing immigration will not stop America’s rising diversity, Census projections show 
William H. Frey 
Wednesday, February 19, 2020  
 
Health Care Policy  
Health care in President Trump’s fiscal year 2021 budget 
Matthew Fiedler, Loren Adler, and Christen Linke Young 
Thursday, February 13, 2020  
 
Business & Industry  
Five-star reviews, one-star profits: The devaluation of businesses in Black communities 
Andre M. Perry, Jonathan Rothwell, and David Harshbarger 
February 18, 2020  
 
 
Center for Global Development    [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center 
Publications, News and Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CSIS  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://www.csis.org/ 
Selected Reports 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ODI   [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://www.odi.org/  
Selected Press Releases & Reports 
Review of public financial management diagnostics for the health sector 
Working and discussion papers | February 2020 | Sierd Hadley, Tom Hart and Bryn Welham 
   This paper reviews public financial management and health diagnostic tools for public service 
delivery. 
 
Energy safety nets: using social assistance mechanisms to close affordability gaps for the 
poor 
Research reports and studies | February 2020 | Caroline McGregor, Hannah Girardeau, Andrew Scott, 
Sam Pickard, Sarah Wykes 
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   Research from ODI, CAFOD and SE4All exploring how to close energy access affordability gaps for 
vulnerable individuals and families. 
 
Research in Somalia: opportunities for cooperation 
Research reports and studies | February 2020 | Arnaldo Pellini with Deqa I. Abdi, Guled Salah, Hussein 
Yusuf Ali, Kalinaki Lawrence Quintin, Mohamed Abdi Hassan, Salim Said, Amina Khan and Ed Laws 
   As Somalia builds its institutions and shifts towards a federal system, this report investigates 
opportunities for research cooperation in the country. 
 
 
RoRI [Research on Research Institute]  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://researchonresearch.org/ 
We're an open and independent new initiative providing data, analysis and intelligence on how to make 
research systems more strategic, open, diverse and inclusive. 
News and Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Urban Institute   [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://www.urban.org/publications 
Publications 
On Eve of 2020 Census, Many People in Hard-to-Count Groups Remain Concerned about 
Participating  
The 2020 Census will provide critical data for congressional apportionment, federal, state and local 
redistricting, and appropriation of federal funds across states and communities.  This brief draws on 
data from the December 2019 Well-Being and Basic Needs Survey to assess attitudes toward and 
concerns about the 2020 Census just before counting began. We find the following: Though more than 
three-quarters (77.2 percent  
Michael Karpman, Stephen Zuckerman, Dulce Gonzalez 
February 20, 2020  
Brief 
  
Lessons for Organizations on Effective Interventions for Economic Well-Being  
Practitioners and policymakers understand that improving economic well-being among families with low 
incomes requires treating the causes: financial insecurity, joblessness, low-wage jobs, and expensive 
housing costs. This fact sheet highlights a few proven, promising, and emerging practices in the areas 
of financial security, workforce development, housing, and case management and their outcomes.  For 
the full report with  
Barbara Butrica, Kassandra Martinchek 
February 19, 2020  
Fact Sheet 
  
Effective Programs and Policies for Promoting Economic Well-Being  
Practitioners and policymakers understand that improving economic well-being among families with low 
incomes requires treating the causes: financial insecurity, joblessness, low-wage jobs, and expensive 
housing costs. This report is written for practitioners, policymakers, and researchers who are looking 
for ways to bring research to practice. The report identifies proven, promising, and emerging practices 
in the areas of  
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Barbara Butrica, Kassandra Martinchek, Martha M. Galvez, Heather Hahn, Signe-Mary McKernan, 
Shayne Spaulding 
February 19, 2020  
Research Report 
  
  
The Wistar Institute   [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://www.wistar.org/news/press-releases 
Press Releases 
Feb. 19, 2020  
New Molecular Mechanism Involved in Cellular Senescence That Modulates Inflammation 
and Response to Cancer Immunotherapy  
The newly identified pathway may be modulated during chemotherapy to enable response to immune 
checkpoint blockade. 
 
 
World Economic Forum    [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/ 
Media 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
*                      *                       *                        * 
 
 

:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will primarily monitor press/media releases announcing key initiatives and new research from a 
growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, humanitarian 
response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended to be exhaustive, but 
indicative.  
 
 

Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/ 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Blue Meridian Partners [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/ 
Blue Meridian Partners is a new capital aggregation collaboration that plans to invest at least $1 billion 
in high-performance nonprofits that are poised to have truly national impact for economically 
disadvantaged children and youth.  
No new digest content identified. 
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Annie E. Casey Foundation   [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clinton Foundation  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements 
Press Release  
February 19, 2020  
President Clinton, Secretary Clinton Launch Dozens of New Disaster Recovery Projects at 
CGI Action Network Meeting in San Juan, Puerto Rico 
 
 
Co Impact   [to 22 Feb 2020] 
www.co-impact.io 
Co-Impact is a global philanthropic collaborative for systems change focused on improving the lives of 
millions of people around the world. 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Ford Foundation  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://www.fordfoundation.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
J. Paul Getty Trust  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://news.getty.edu/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

Grameen Foundation    [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://grameenfoundation.org/stories/press-releases 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/  
Latest Updates  
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Putting the “decisions” into evidence-informed decision making: Three lessons from MCC 
and beyond   
By Sarah Lucas  
February 18, 2020  
 
 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
Our News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IKEA Foundation    [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/ 
Stories 
Renewable Energy 
How energy-efficient solar appliances will help small agricultural businesses thrive 
February 19, 2020 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Kaiser Family Foundation  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://www.kff.org/search/?post_type=press-release 
February 21, 2020   News Release  
Poll: Nearly 10 Years after Its Enactment, the Affordable Care Act is More Popular Than 
Ever as Republican Voters Instead Target Medicare-for-All 
ACA is more popular than ever as Republican voters instead target Medicare-for-all; swing voters prefer 
a public option to Medicare-for-all. 
 
February 18, 2020   News Release  
KFF Poll: Most Americans Are Unaware of How Common STIs Are Among Adults and That 
Rates Are Rising 
The poll examines the public’s knowledge and attitudes about STIs and finds few are aware of how 
common STIs are among adults in the U.S. 
 
 
Kellogg Foundation  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media 
Selected Announcements 
W.K. Kellogg Foundation releases 2019 annual report 
WKKF’s “DNA in Action” Widens Opportunities for Children and Families  
Feb. 20, 2020 
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Aga Khan Foundation   [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation 
Press Releases 
20 February 2020 
Tajikistan, Switzerland and AKAH launch data sharing platform to provide information on 
disaster hazards and risks  
 
 
MacArthur Foundation  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://www.macfound.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation   [to 22 Feb 2020] 

https://mellon.org/ 
Mellon News 
Grantee News 
Northwestern Prison Education Program Receives $1 Million Mellon Grant 
February 18, 2020 
 
Grantee News 
Developing a Partnership Model for Digital Library Support of a Living Center for Black 
Poetry 
February 17, 2020 
 
 
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://www.moore.org/ 
News 
Perspective: A Moore Foundation program officer's story  
February 21, 2020  
by: Ivan Thompson  
 
 
Open Society Foundations  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/newsroom 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://www.packard.org/news/ 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Pew Charitable Trusts  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room 
Press Releases & Statements 
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No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/ 
The Latest 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/  
Latest News and Highlights 
Statement from Richard Besser, MD, on Proposed Change to Affirmatively Furthering Fair 
Housing Rule 
February 18, 2020  
   The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation issued a statement in response to the proposal by HUD to 
reform the Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing rule. 
 
 
Science Philanthropy Alliance   [to 22 Feb 2020] 
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/ 
“…a group of organizations working together to increase philanthropic support for basic scientific 
research on a global basis…” 
February 20, 2020 
Letter from the President [Alliance News]  
New president Valerie Conn reports on recent developments at the Alliance. Valerie discusses new 
additions, strategic planning, and the future of the Alliance. […] 
 
February 19, 2020 
Freedom, Creativity, and Innovation: The Packard Fellowship Case Study  
Learn how David Packard, co-founder of the David and Lucille Packard Foundation, launched the 
Packard Fellowship program. Download the Packard Fellowship case […] 
 
 
SDG Philanthropy Platform 
http://sdgfunders.org/ 
SDG Philanthropy Platform is a collaboration between philanthropy and the greater international 
development community led by Foundation Center, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
and Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, and supported by the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, Ford 
Foundation and the MasterCard Foundation, the Brach Family Foundation, and other key organizations 
such as Asociación de Fundaciones Empresariales (AFE) in Colombia, Brach Family Charitable 
Foundation, CAF America, Council on Foundations, East Africa Association of Grantmakers (EAAG), 
European Foundation Centre, Filantropi Indonesia (FI), GlobalGiving, The Humanitarian Forum, World 
Congress of Muslim Philanthropists, and Worldwide Initiatives for Grantmaker Support (WINGS). 
Selected Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom/news-releases.html
https://www.rwjf.org/en/library/articles-and-news/2020/02/statement-from-richard-besser-on-proposed-change-to-affirmatively-furthering-fair-housing-rule.html
https://www.rwjf.org/en/library/articles-and-news/2020/02/statement-from-richard-besser-on-proposed-change-to-affirmatively-furthering-fair-housing-rule.html
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/
https://sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/letter-from-the-president-alliance-news/
https://sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/letter-from-the-president-alliance-news/
https://sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/freedom-creativity-and-innovation-the-packard-fellowship-case-study/
https://sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/freedom-creativity-and-innovation-the-packard-fellowship-case-study/
http://sdgfunders.org/


   

  

Alfred P. Sloan Foundation  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://sloan.org/about/press  
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
Opinion | 20 February 2020  
Ideas to reimagine research culture: what we’ve heard at our university town halls  
by Ben Bleasdale  
 
Opinion | 19 February 2020  
COVID-19: how researchers around the world are racing to understand the virus and 
prevent future outbreaks  
by Josie Golding  
   As the outbreak of COVID-19 continues to spread in China and countries around the world, a global 
community of researchers are working to find out more about the virus and assess what research 
needs to be done to stop it. 
 

:::::: 
 
Candid [formerly Foundation Center and GuideStar]  [to 22 Feb 2020 
https://candid.org/about/press-room?fcref=pg 
February 19, 2020  
New Website Highlights Philanthropy in East Africa  
 
 
Council on Foundations  [to 22 Feb 2020] 
https://www.cof.org/newsroom 
Newsroom 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
*                       *                       *                        * 
 
 

:: Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in human 
rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be exhaustive. We will 
add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon recommendation from 
readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content but note that successful access 
to some of the articles and other content may require subscription or other access arrangement unique 
to the publisher. Please suggest additional journals you feel warrant coverage. 
 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
March 2020 Volume 48, Issue 3, p239-354  
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
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Major Articles 
Maximizing the impact of, and sustaining standing orders protocols for adult immunization 
in outpatient clinics 
L.J. Tan, Robin VanOss, Cori L. Ofstead, Harry P. Wetzler 
p290–296 
Published online: October 18, 2019 
Open Access 
 
 
American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
March 2020 Volume 58, Issue 3, p313-472  
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current  
Research Articles 
The Potential Economic Value of a Zika Vaccine for a Woman of Childbearing Age 
Sarah M. Bartsch, Lindsey Asti, Owen J. Stokes-Cawley, So Yoon Sim, Maria Elena Bottazzi, Peter J. 
Hotez, Bruce Y. Lee 
p370–377 
Published online: January 20, 2020 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
March 2020  110(33) 
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
IMMIGRATION 
Historical and Contemporary Reproductive Injustices at the Border and Beyond 
Paul J. Fleming and Alana M. W. LeBrón 
110(3), pp. 273–274 
 
PRISONS 
Global Prison Health Care Governance and Health Equity: A Critical Lack of Evidence 
Katherine E. McLeod, Amanda Butler, Jesse T. Young, Louise Southalan, Rohan Borschmann, Sunita 
Sturup-Toft, Anja Dirkzwager, Kate Dolan, Lawrence Kofi Acheampong, Stephanie M. Topp, Ruth 
Elwood Martin and Stuart A. Kinner 
110(3), pp. 303–308 
 
 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
Volume 102, Issue 2, February 2020  
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/14761645/102/2 
Perspective Pieces 
Legal Uncertainty—The Gray Area around Substandard Medicines: Where Public Health 
Meets Law  
Eugenia Olliaro, Piero Olliaro, Calvin W. L. Ho and Raffaella Ravinetto  
Pages: 262–267  
https://doi.org/10.4269/ajtmh.19-0645  
 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
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18 February 2020 Vol: 172, Issue 4  
http://annals.org/aim/issue 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Antiquity – A Review of World Archeology 
Latest Issue: Issue 373 - February 2020 
https://antiquity.ac.uk/latest 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed 22 Feb 2020) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Global Health 
February 2020 - Volume 5 - 2 
https://gh.bmj.com/content/5/2 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 22 Feb 2020) 
Factors associated with the use of maternal health services by mothers in a post-conflict 
area of western Côte d’Ivoire in 2016  
In Côte d’Ivoire, maternal health service utilization indicators remain low despite improvements in 
health coverage and the availability of free health care for pregnant women. The objective of the study 
was t...  
Authors: Mamadou Samba, Akissi Régine Attia-Konan, Abou Dramane Sangaré, Gotré Jules Youan, Luc 
Philippe Kouadio and Ramata Bakayoko-Ly 
Citation: BMC Health Services Research 2020 20:136  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 22 February 2020 
 
Disabled and immigrant, a double minority challenge: a qualitative study about the 
experiences of immigrant parents of children with disabilities navigating health and 
rehabilitation services in Norway  
Immigrants and their Norwegian-born children make up approximately 18% of the total population in 
Norway. While several studies have been conducted on immigrants’ utilization of healthcare services, 
immigrant ...  
Authors: Shahrzad Arfa, Per Koren Solvang, Berit Berg and Reidun Jahnsen 
Citation: BMC Health Services Research 2020 20:134  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 22 February 2020 
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BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 22 Feb 2020) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Medical Ethics  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 
(Accessed 22 Feb 2020)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Medicine 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content 
(Accessed 22 Feb 2020)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content 
(Accessed 22 Feb 2020) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Public Health 
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles 
(Accessed 22 Feb 2020) 
Impact of mother’s education on full immunization of children aged 12–23 months in 
Eritrea: population and health survey 2010 data analysis  
Although vaccination coverage in Eritrea has improved in recent years, some children are still missing 
out, and it’s important to identify risk factors for lower coverage in order to target campaigns and 
inter...  
Authors: Fitsum Kibreab, Sonia Lewycka and Andebrhan Tewelde 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2020 20:267  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 22 February 2020 
 
Health workers’ perceptions and challenges in implementing meningococcal serogroup a 
conjugate vaccine in the routine childhood immunization schedule in Burkina Faso  
Meningococcal serogroup A conjugate vaccine (MACV) was introduced in 2017 into the routine 
childhood immunization schedule (at 15–18 months of age) in Burkina Faso to help reduce 
meningococcal meningitis burde...  
Authors: Sylvain F. Nkwenkeu, Mohamed F. Jalloh, Jenny A. Walldorf, Robert L. Zoma, Felix 
Tarbangdo, Soukeynatou Fall, Sansan Hien, Roland Combassere, Cesaire Ky, Ludovic Kambou, Alpha 
Oumar Diallo, Akshaya Krishnaswamy, Flavien H. Aké, Cynthia Hatcher, Jaymin C. Patel, Isaïe Medah… 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2020 20:254  
Content type: Research article 
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Published on: 19 February 2020 
 
 
BMC Research Notes  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content 
(Accessed 22 Feb 2020) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Open 
January 2020 - Volume 10 - 1 
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Bulletin of the World Health Organization   
Volume 98, Number 2, February 2020, 77-148 
https://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/98/2/en/ 
Special theme: accelerating universal health coverage 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Child Care, Health and Development  
Volume 46, Issue 2   Pages: 155-248  March 2020 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13652214/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Child Abuse and Neglect: The International Journal 
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Introduction to the special collection: developing valid psychological measures for 
populations impacted by humanitarian disasters  
Authors: Andrew Rasmussen and Nuwan Jayawickreme 
Citation: Conflict and Health 2020 14:10  
Content type: Editorial 
Published on: 21 February 2020 
Individuals displaced due to humanitarian disasters—currently 70.8 million [1]—suffer from high rates 
of mental health problems. Although rates of depression and posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD) in 
these populations range widely [2, 3], it is estimated that at least a quarter of all survivors suffer from 
either depression or PTSD [4]. In order to correctly identify those displaced individuals who are 
experiencing clinically significant mental distress, it is imperative that psychosocial professionals have 
measurement tools that are valid and reliable for the populations with which they are working… 
 
Researchers and practitioners who focus on populations impacted by humanitarian disasters and civil 
conflict have started to pay more attention to the psychometric properties of the measures they use 
(e.g., [10, 11]). This has led to a burgeoning area of study that spans the literatures of global mental 
health, transcultural psychiatry, refugee trauma and psychometrics. By proposing a special collection of 
papers in Conflict and Health that focuses on the psychometrics of commonly used measurement tools 
in disaster contexts, we hoped to provide the field in general with an opportunity to reflect on current 
approaches to developing valid measures for use in disaster contexts, and a touchstone for moving 
forward. We aimed to showcase state-of-the-art methodologies that are being used to support the use 
of such tools in humanitarian disaster settings. We hope that readers of this special collection will be 
able to identify the appropriate methodological approaches that suit their needs, and have a clear 
sense of the specific steps they need to take to support the use of a measure for the specific 
population in which they are working. 
 
The six papers contained within this special collection span a wide range of populations impacted by 
humanitarian disasters, a wide range of tools measuring a variety of psychological constructs, and a 
wide range of psychometric approaches used to evaluate the use of these tools within these 
populations… 
 
Addressing noncommunicable diseases among urban refugees in the Middle East and 
North Africa - a scoping review  
More than 5.5 million Syrian refugees have fled violence and settled in mostly urban environments in 
neighboring countries. The Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region accounts for 6% of the global 
population but 25% of the population are ‘of concern’ to the UN Refugee Agency. In addition to large 
amounts of forced migration, the region is also undergoing an epidemiologic transition towards a 
heavier burden of noncommunicable diseases (NCDs), which in 2018 accounted for 74% of all deaths 
in the region. To address NCD needs globally, a myriad of policies and interventions have been 
implemented in low-income stable country settings. However, little is known about which policies and 
interventions are currently being implemented or are best suited for refugee hosting countries across 
the Middle East and North Africa. 
Authors: Zahirah Z. McNatt 
Citation: Conflict and Health 2020 14:9  
Content type: Review 
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Science & Society  13 January 2020 Open Access 
Conjectures, refutations and the search for truths : Science, symbolic truths and the devil 
G Paolo Dotto 
   In times of fake news, post‐truths and post‐science, the principles of science can inform all kinds of 
inquiries into the true nature of reality. 
Science & Society15 January 2020   Open Access 
 
Real‐time ethics engagement in biomedical research : Ethics from bench to bedside 
Jeremy Sugarman, Annelien L Bredenoord 
   Biomedical research inevitably involves ethical issues. Some raise broad public concerns, particularly 
when researchers obviously violate established ethical norms. For example, He Jiankui's work using 
CRISPR/Cas9 to genetically modify human embryos to prevent HIV transmission, which resulted in the 
birth of the world's first two gene‐edited babies, generated widespread condemnation of this use of 
human germline modifications. Ethical issues also arise in the earlier phases of basic research, such as 
the public release of the HeLa cell genome by the European Molecular Biological Laboratory that 
created controversy over privacy concerns. At other times, ethical issues are more subtle and may not 
be recognized as such or raise public concern. For instance, there are important ethical considerations 
related to using banked biospecimens in translational research. Similarly, creating neurological chimeric 
mouse models involves moral considerations related to the potential humanization of these models 1, 
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and embryo models from human stem cells are entangled in debates about the moral status of the 
embryo 2.  
   Nonetheless, efforts should be taken to identify and manage ethical issues as early as possible in 
order to provide ethical guidance throughout the entire research process, and mitigate negative effects, 
harms and wrongs (K.R. Jongsma & A.L. Bredenoord, under review). In this paper, we describe how 
ethics expertise can contribute to biomedical research through real‐time engagement and some of the 
challenges associated with such efforts. To do so, we offer our experiences with two particular 
examples: organoid technology and umbilical cord blood (UCB) banking and transplantation… 
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Return: voluntary, safe, dignified and durable?  
  Voluntary return in safety and with dignity has long been a core tenet of the international refugee 
regime. In the 23 articles on ‘Return’ in this issue of FMR, authors explore various obstacles to 
achieving sustainable return, discuss the need to guard against premature or forced return, and debate 
the assumptions and perceptions that influence policy and practice. This issue also includes a mini-
feature on ‘Towards understanding and addressing the root causes of displacement’. 
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The European Union (EU) initiative on the Digital Transformation of Health and Care (Digicare) aims to 
provide the conditions necessary for building a secure, flexible, and decentralized digital health 
infrastructure. Creating a European Health Research and Innovation Cloud (HRIC) within this 
environment should enable data sharing and analysis for health research across the EU, in compliance 
with data protection legislation while preserving the full trust of the participants. 
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Published online: 04 Nov 2019 
ABSTRACT 
Public engagement in health research has gained popularity because of its potential to co-create 
knowledge, generate dialogue, and ground research in the priorities and realities of the target groups. 
However, public engagement that achieves these objectives could still entail unforeseen negative 
consequences or a wasteful use of resources. Although the evaluation of public engagement has 
evolved in recent years, we lack consistent evaluation criteria for systematic and transparent 
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assessments of success and failure. This article introduces standard evaluation criteria from the field of 
development aid evaluation (effectiveness, efficiency, impact, relevance, sustainability) to promote 
more systematic and comprehensive evaluation practice. I apply these criteria to the public 
engagement component of a recent research project into antimicrobial resistance, antibiotic use, and 
health behaviour in Thailand and Laos. Considering village-level engagement workshops, international 
exhibitions of photo narratives of traditional healing in northern Thailand, and social media 
communication, I demonstrate that activities that seem to achieve their objectives can still have 
problematic characteristics in other dimensions. I conclude that these five generic evaluation criteria 
can broaden our understanding of public engagement. Their more widespread use in evaluations can 
help build a more comprehensive and balanced evidence base, even if only a sample of public 
engagement projects and programmes can be evaluated systematically. 
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Supporting the use of research evidence in decision-making in crisis zones in low- and 
middle-income countries: a critical interpretive synthesis  
Decision-makers in crisis zones are faced with the challenge of having to make health-related decisions 
under limited time and resource constraints and in light of the many factors that can influence their 
decisions, of which research evidence is just one. To address a key gap in the research literature about 
how best to support the use of research evidence in such situations, we conducted a critical 
interpretive synthesis approach to develop a conceptual framework that outlines the strategies that 
leverage the facilitators and address the barriers to evidence use in crisis zones. 
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The National Gene Vector Biorepository (NGVB) program has been highly accessed by gene therapy 
investigators. The reagent repository has distributed over 1,000 reagents to 397 investigators. The 
Pharmacology/Toxicology Archive contains over 36,000 specimens from a variety of adeno-associated 
virus (AAV), adenoviral, and other pharmacology/toxicology studies. NGVB also maintains a searchable 
database of gene therapy pharmacology/toxicology studies to promote data sharing. NGVB has 
provided Food and Drug Administration (FDA)-mandated replication-competent virus testing for over 70 
clinical trials. From 2008 to 2018, there have been 114 publications acknowledging the NGVB. It is 
unlikely that any other National Institutes of Health (NIH)-funded program has served as many gene 
therapy investigators as the NGVB. 
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Humanitarian Exchange Magazine 
Number 76,  January 2020  
https://odihpn.org/magazine/the-crisis-in-yemen/ 
The Crisis in Yemen 
by HPN  
This edition of Humanitarian Exchange focuses on the crisis in Yemen. Since the war there began in 
2014, thousands of civilians have been killed or injured and air strikes and ground operations have 
destroyed hospitals, schools and critical infrastructure. An estimated 80% of Yemenis need 
humanitarian assistance. 
 
In the lead article, Laurie Lee highlights the critical role Yemenis and Yemeni organisations are playing 
in addressing the humanitarian challenges in the country, and how NGOs can better support them. 
Genevieve Gauthier and Marcus Skinner reinforce this point with reference to two local organisations, 
the Yemen Women’s Union and Al Hikma. Warda Saleh, the founder of another Yemeni grassroots 
organisation, discusses the increased risk of gender-based violence facing women and girls, while 
Ibrahim Jalal and Sherine El Taraboulsi-McCarthy focus on internal displacement and the opportunities 
for a more effective humanitarian response. Reflecting on child protection programming in Yemen, 
Mohammed Alshamaa  and Amanda Brydon conclude that multisectoral approaches with local 
authorities result in better and more sustainable outcomes. Padraic McCluskey and Jana Brandt 
consider the ethical dilemmas Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) faced in trying to balance quality and 
coverage in a mother and child hospital in Taiz. Lindsay Spainhour Baker and colleagues reflect on the 
challenges involved in gathering and analysing information on the humanitarian situation while Lamis 
Al-Iryani, Sikandra Kurdi and Sarah Palmer-Felgate discuss the findings from an evaluation of the 
Yemen Social Fund for Development (SFD) Cash for Nutrition programme. An article by Kristine 
Beckerle and Osamah Al-Fakih details Yemeni and international organisations’ efforts to document and 
mitigate harm to civilians caught up in the conflict. The edition ends with a piece by Fanny Pettibon, 
Anica Heinlein and Dhabie Brown outlining CARE’s advocacy on the arms trade. 
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Finally, readers will note that this edition is shorter than usual, largely because it was very difficult to 
persuade potential authors to write on the Yemen crisis. Many of the individuals and organisations we 
contacted were either too busy responding or were concerned that writing frankly about their work 
could negatively affect their operations. HPN has covered many similarly sensitive contexts in 
Humanitarian Exchange over the last 26 years, but this is the first time we have experienced such 
reluctance to engage. A worrying sign. 
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Research article  Full text access 
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Assessing the risk of pre-existing grievances in non-democracies: The conditional effect of 
natural disasters on repression 
Katharina Pfaff 
Article 101337 
Abstract 
Every disaster carries the risk of destruction but not every disaster prompts violent political process in a 
country. This article examines the popular argument that natural disasters can lead to higher state 
violence if resulting shocks caused by a disaster add to pre-existing grievances. If economic inequality 
or political instability is prevalent before a disaster occurs, disasters are expected to exacerbate the 
perceived threat to government's survival in office. Consequently, repression is expected to be higher 
in the aftermath of a disaster. I test the existence of the expected conditional effect of pre-disaster 
stability and disasters using cross-national data on natural rapid-onset disasters in non-democracies 
between 1976 and 2013. As indicators for pre-existing grievances this article focuses on ex ante 
economic inequality and political dissent. While a natural disaster as such is not associated with a 
violation of human rights, empirical evidence suggests that the probability of an increase in post-
disaster repression is higher when a country has previously experienced grievances. 
 
Research article  Full text access 
A comprehensive framework for analyzing challenges in humanitarian supply chain 
management: A case study of the Iranian Red Crescent Society 
Seyed Hamid Hashemi Petrudi, Madjid Tavana, Mehdi Abdi 
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Review article  Full text access 
Research progress on deprivation costs in humanitarian logistics 
Jianfang Shao, Xihui Wang, Changyong Liang, Jose Holguín-Veras 
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Political artefacts, aesthetics and heritage: the Valley of the Fallen 
José Manuel Barros García 
Pages: 253-266 
Published online: 28 May 2019 
ABSTRACT 
When considering the values which define heritage, aesthetic value is usually one of the most 
important, nearly always linked to the idea of work of art and to concepts such as beauty or harmony. 
Furthermore, aesthetics and politics tend to be dealt with separately. However, the link between 
aesthetics and politics is key in order to manage the meaning of those artefacts made with the 
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intention of altering the political environment (political artefacts), particularly when they could be (or 
when they have already become) heritage. This paper puts forward the idea that in order to fully 
comprehend the social effects of political artefacts, their relationship with aesthetics must be 
understood. The function of aesthetics in modifying the meanings and connotations of heritage, when 
the latter is considered to be negative from a socio-political point of view, is also examined. In order to 
exemplify this relationship between aesthetics and politics, the resignification of the Valley of the Fallen 
(Valle de los Caídos), the most iconic and important Francoist memorial in Spain, is discussed. 
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Viewpoint 
Ethical and Legal Aspects of Ambient Intelligence in Hospitals  
Sara Gerke, Dipl-Jur Univ, MA; Serena Yeung, PhD; I. Glenn Cohen, JD  
free access has audio  
JAMA. 2020;323(7):601-602. doi:10.1001/jama.2019.21699  
   This Viewpoint reviews the ethical and legal implications of using ambient intelligence, the use of 
artificial intelligence–based technologies to monitor health care and quality measures like handwashing 
and patient falls in health care setting. 
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The Use and Misuse of Transparency in Research - Science and Rulemaking at the 
Environmental Protection Agency  
Harvey V. Fineberg, MD, PhD; David B. Allison, PhD  
JAMA. 2020;323(7):605-606. doi:10.1001/jama.2019.22026  
   This Viewpoint discusses the 2019 proposed rule at the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
requiring data underlying regulations to be publicly available for independent validation in the context 
of 2019 NASEM standards for reproducibility, suggesting that the proposal misinterprets those 
standards to give policy opponents greater latitude to question the EPA’s rationale for new rules and 
thereby hamper rulemaking. 
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health care: a scoping review 
Evans, Nicola; Edwards, Deborah; Carrier, Judith  
JBI Evidence Synthesis. 18(2):275-308, February 2020.  
Conclusion:  
There is little evidence identifying which behavioral or symptomatic indicators suggest that admission is 
required, beyond retrospective identification of diagnoses attributed to adolescents who become 
inpatients. The threshold of severity of risk or need is not currently articulated. No studies were 
identified that drew on the perspectives of adolescents and their families or carers regarding criteria 
warranting admission to inpatient mental health care, which indicates an important area for future 
investigation.  
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Design of clinical trials for germline gene editing stretches current accepted standards for human 
subjects research. Among the challenges involved is a set of issues concerning intergenerational 
monitoring—long-term follow-up study of subjects and their descendants. Because changes made at 
the germline would be heritable, germline gene editing could have adverse effects on individuals’ 
health that can be passed on to future generations. Determining whether germline gene editing is safe 
and effective for clinical use thus may require intergenerational monitoring. The aim of this paper is to 
identify and argue for the significance of a set of ethical issues raised by intergenerational monitoring 
in future clinical trials of germline gene editing. Though long-term, multigenerational follow-up study of 
this kind is not without precedent, intergenerational monitoring in this context raises unique ethical 
challenges, challenges that go beyond existing protocols and standards for human subjects research. 
These challenges will need to be addressed if clinical trials of germline gene editing are ever pursued. 
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Editorial 
COVID-19: fighting panic with information 
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    … It is the rapid dissemination of trustworthy information—transparent identification of cases, data 
sharing, unhampered communication, and peer-reviewed research—which is needed most during this 
period of uncertainty. There may be no way to prevent a COVID-19 pandemic in this globalised time, 
but verified information is the most effective prevention against the disease of panic. 
 
Comment 
COVID-19: what is next for public health? 
David L Heymann, Nahoko Shindo 
on behalf of the WHO Scientific and Technical Advisory Group for Infectious Hazards 
   The WHO Scientific and Technical Advisory Group for Infectious Hazards (STAG-IH), working with the 
WHO secretariat, reviewed available information about the outbreaks of 2019 novel coronavirus disease 
(COVID-19) on Feb 7, 2020, in Geneva, Switzerland, and concluded that the continuing strategy of 
containment for elimination should continue, and that the coming 2–3 weeks through to the end of 
February, 2020, will be crucial to monitor the situation of community transmission to update WHO 
public health recommendations if required… 
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Genomic characterisation and epidemiology of 2019 novel coronavirus: implications for 
virus origins and receptor binding 
Roujian Lu, et al. 
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Lancet Respiratory Medicine 
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The United Nations must get its new biodiversity targets right  
Global goals to reduce biodiversity loss will be revised this year. All eyes are on China, which must 
ensure the new targets are measurable and meaningful. 
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Panicking about societal collapse? Plunder the bookshelves  
As civilization seems to be lurching towards a cliff edge, historical case studies are giving way to big 
data in authors’ search for understanding. By Laura Spinney 
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https://www.nature.com/ng/volumes/52/issues/2 
Editorial | 05 February 2020  
Necessary voices  
Given that it is based on heredity and has the ability to trace connections, genetics as a scientific 
discipline should be among those most attuned to diversity and global perspectives. Indigenous 
communities and scientists have much to contribute to genetics research, and they are making their 
voices heard. We celebrate these essential members of our larger genetics community, and we look 
forward to working together to learn from past examples, meet present challenges and support future 
opportunities. 
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Perspective 
A Novel Coronavirus Emerging in China — Key Questions for Impact Assessment 
Vincent J. Munster, Ph.D., Marion Koopmans, D.V.M., Neeltje van Doremalen, Ph.D., Debby van Riel, 
Ph.D., and Emmie de Wit, Ph.D. 
[Excerpt] 
   … We currently do not know where 2019-nCoV falls on the scale of human-to-human transmissibility. 
But it is safe to assume that if this virus transmits efficiently, its seemingly lower pathogenicity as 
compared with SARS, possibly combined with super-spreader events in specific cases, could allow 
large-scale spread. In this manner, a virus that poses a low health threat on the individual level can 
pose a high risk on the population level, with the potential to cause disruptions of global public health 
systems and economic losses. This possibility warrants the current aggressive response aimed at 
tracing and diagnosing every infected patient and thereby breaking the transmission chain of 2019-
nCoV. 
   Epidemiologic information on the pathogenicity and transmissibility of this virus obtained by means of 
molecular detection and serosurveillance is needed to fill in the details in the surveillance pyramid and 
guide the response to this outbreak. Moreover, the propensity of novel coronaviruses to spread in 
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health care centers indicates a need for peripheral health care facilities to be on standby to identify 
potential cases as well. In addition, increased preparedness is needed at animal markets and other 
animal facilities, while the possible source of this emerging virus is being investigated. If we are 
proactive in these ways, perhaps we will never have to discover the true epidemic or pandemic 
potential of 2019-nCoV. 
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   …Expanding access to contraception and ensuring that need for family planning is satisfied are 
essential for achieving universal access to reproductive healthcare services, as called for in the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development. Monitoring progress towards these outcomes is well established 
for women of reproductive age (15–49 years) who are married or in a union (MWRA). For those who 
are not, limited data and variability in data sources and indicator definitions make monitoring 
challenging. To our knowledge, this study is the first to provide data and harmonised estimates that 
enable monitoring for all women of reproductive age (15–49 years) (WRA), including unmarried women 
(UWRA). We seek to quantify the gaps that remain in meeting family-planning needs among all WRA. 
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Abstract 
Venezuela is going through the worst economical, political and social crisis in its modern history. Basic 
products like food or medicine are scarce and hyperinflation is combined with economic depression. 
This situation is creating an unprecedented refugee and migrant crisis in the region. Governments and 
international agencies have not been able to consistently leverage reliable information using traditional 
methods. Therefore, to organize and deploy any kind of humanitarian response, it is crucial to evaluate 
new methodologies to measure the number and location of Venezuelan refugees and migrants across 
Latin America. In this paper, we propose to use Facebook’s advertising platform as an additional data 
source for monitoring the ongoing crisis. We estimate and validate national and sub-national numbers 
of refugees and migrants and break-down their socio-economic profiles to further understand the 
complexity of the phenomenon. Although limitations exist, we believe that the presented methodology 
can be of value for real-time assessment of refugee and migrant crises world-wide. 
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Machine learning is increasingly used across fields to derive insights from data, which further our 
understanding of the world and help us anticipate the future. The performance of predictive modeling 
is dependent on the amount and quality of available data. In practice, we rely on human experts to 
perform certain tasks and on machine learning for others. However, the optimal learning strategy may 
involve combining the complementary strengths of humans and machines. We present expert-
augmented machine learning, an automated way to automatically extract problem-specific human 
expert knowledge and integrate it with machine learning to build robust, dependable, and data-efficient 
predictive models. 
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