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:: Week in Review  
A highly selective capture of strategic developments, research, commentary, analysis and 
announcements spanning Human Rights Action, Humanitarian Response, Health, Education, Holistic 
Development, Heritage Stewardship, Sustainable Resilience. Achieving a balance across these broad 
themes is a challenge and we appreciate your observations and ideas in this regard. This is not 
intended to be a "news and events" digest. 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Conflict – Sexual Violence – Children 
 
Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict 
and Committee on the Rights of the Child Join Together to Protect and Promote the Rights 
of Children Impacted by Conflict-Related Sexual Violence 
14 February, 2020 
The United Nations Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict, Ms. 
Pramila Patten, and the Chair of the Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC Committee), Mr. Luis 
Ernesto Pedernera Reyna, welcomed the signing of a Framework of Cooperation between the Office of 
the Special Representative and the Committee during the 83rd session of the Committee in Geneva. 
 
“With this Framework of Cooperation, the CRC Committee and my Office affirm our common 
commitment to promote and protect the rights of children affected by, or at risk of, conflict-related 
sexual violence”, said Special Representative Patten. “Children impacted by conflict-related sexual 
violence are rights-holders and therefore entitled to protection, justice, physical and psychological 
recovery and social reintegration, as outlined in the Convention on the Rights of the Child”, added Mr. 
Pedernera. 
 
This Framework reaffirms that the response to conflict-related sexual violence requires a survivor-
centered, rights-based approach that prioritizes the unique needs and best interests of children 
affected by sexual violence, including children conceived through rape. The Framework is based on the 
premise that the denial of the rights of children affected by conflict-related sexual violence is 
irreconcilable with human rights’ claim to universality. It is also a threat to international peace and 
security and is in contravention of the principle of the Sustainable Development Goals, “Leave No one 
Behind”. 
 
This initiative aims at advancing national level implementation of the rights of children affected by 
conflict-related sexual violence, through the implementation of relevant United Nations Security Council 
resolutions on sexual violence and the Committee’s concluding observations to States parties. It also 
aims at enhancing cooperation in the conduct of research and collection of data to promote 
accountability of Member States and other actors in regard to the obligations under the Convention on 
the Rights of the Child and its Optional Protocols, relevant United Nations Security Council resolutions, 
and other relevant international obligations and standards. 
 
SRSG Patten and CRC Chair Pedernera stated: “This Framework of Cooperation provides a roadmap to 
guide our joint efforts to tackle the structural drivers of sexual violence against children. By fostering 
compliance with international norms, we can prevent and deter these horrific crimes, and ensure that 

https://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/press-release/office-of-the-special-representative-of-the-secretary-general-on-sexual-violence-in-conflict-and-committee-on-the-rights-of-the-child-join-together-to-protect-and-promote-the-rights-of-children-impact/
https://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/press-release/office-of-the-special-representative-of-the-secretary-general-on-sexual-violence-in-conflict-and-committee-on-the-rights-of-the-child-join-together-to-protect-and-promote-the-rights-of-children-impact/
https://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/press-release/office-of-the-special-representative-of-the-secretary-general-on-sexual-violence-in-conflict-and-committee-on-the-rights-of-the-child-join-together-to-protect-and-promote-the-rights-of-children-impact/


   

  

they do not go unpunished. Together, we will continue to support duty-bearers to meet their 
obligations, and for all children to realize their rights.” 
 
This Framework of Cooperation is the second agreement between the Office of the Special 
Representative and a United Nations human rights treaty body, following the signature, in July 2018, of 
a similar framework with the Committee on the Elimination Discrimination against Women (CEDAW 
Committee). 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Human Rights  
 
OAS Launches Guidebook to Facilitate Access of LGBTI Persons in the Americas to their 
Economic, Social, Cultural and Environmental Rights 
February 10, 2020 
Today the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States (OAS) and the Working Group of 
the Protocol of San Salvador (WGPSS) launched the “Guidebook for the Operationalization of the 
Indicators of the Protocol of San Salvador from a Cross-cutting LGBTI Perspective.” This guidebook will 
facilitate access to Economic, Social, Cultural and Environmental Rights for lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans 
and intersex (LGBTI) persons. 
 
The guidebook is the first of a series of thematic reports called “Measuring All Gaps” that seeks to shed 
light on the state of economic, social, cultural and environmental rights of several groups in a situation 
of vulnerability. 
 
Lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans and intersex (LGBTI) persons are among those that suffer exclusion and 
discrimination around the world and require specific measures to guarantee their access to and the 
enjoyment of their economic, social, cultural and environmental rights. 
 
Speaking at the launch event, the President of the WGPSS, Andrés Scagliola, noted that: “In the most 
unequal region of the world, the inequalities based on sexual orientation, gender identity, gender 
expression and/or sexual characteristics (SOGIESC), ethnicity and nationality increase the gaps faced 
by LGBTQI persons in the enjoyment of their economic, social, cultural and environmental 
rights. The invisibility of these inequalities perpetuates the cycle of exclusion that these persons face 
on the basis of their SOGIESC. Giving visibility to these gaps and creating policies is a step to stopping 
this cycle, which is a responsibility of all States.” 
 
This guidebook has been prepared to help States improve the collection of data concerning the state 
of economic, social, cultural and environmental rights of LGBTI persons. The publication contains 
suggestions and recommendations, based on a series of progress indicators of the Protocol of San 
Salvador, on how to better disaggregate data to obtain information that is essential to designing and 
implementing effective public policies to address the gaps identified. It also contains examples of best 
practices adopted by states in the region concerning the data collection and social inclusion of 
LGBTI persons. 
 
Also speaking at the event, the United Nations Independent Expert on protection against violence and 
discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity, Victor Madrigal-Borloz, said: “States 

https://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=E-007/20
https://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=E-007/20
http://www.oas.org/en/sare/social-inclusion/protocol-ssv/Guia_Operacionalizacion_Indicadores.pdf


   

  

must adequately address the scourge of violence and discrimination based on SOGI through public 
policy, access to justice, law reform or administrative actions. In most contexts around the globe, 
however, policymakers are taking decisions in the dark, left only with personal preconceptions and 
prejudices. In my 2019 report to the UN General Assembly I urged States to collect data in an effort to 
understand root causes and deconstruct barriers created by criminalization, pathologization and 
demonization. Efforts to implement the Protocol of San Salvador throughout the Americas with a LGTBI 
cross-cutting perspective are essential building blocks in this endeavor.”… 
 
The Guidebook is available here. 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Featured Journal Content 
 
Lancet Public Health 
Feb 2020   Volume 5  Number 2  e71-e126 
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpub/issue/current 
Editorial 
Living in detention: a matter of health justice 
The Lancet Public Health 
About 11 million people are currently being held in custody across the globe and more than 30 million 
individuals pass through prisons each year, often for short but disruptive periods of time. According to 
the UN Global Study on Children Deprived of Liberty, 1·3 million children globally are deprived of liberty 
each year, with an estimated 410 000 living within the administration of justice. The health profile of 
the detained population is complex, often with co-occurring physical and mental health disorders, and a 
backdrop of social disadvantage. Detention can also expose people to new and increased health risks, 
yet the profiles of the population behind bars and their health needs have often been neglected. In this 
issue of The Lancet Public Health a series of reports look at detention through a public health lens. 
 
Rohan Borschmann and colleagues review the health of adolescents in detention and report that they 
have poor health across a broad range of domains. Young people detained have a substantially higher 
prevalence of mental health disorders, suicidal behaviours, and self-harm than their peers, along with 
substance use disorders, neurodevelopment disabilities, and sexually transmitted infections. In a 
companion paper published in The Lancet Child and Adolescent Health, Nathan Hugues and colleagues 
examined the determinants of adolescent criminalisation. Neurodevelopmental disabilities, poor mental 
health, and childhood trauma and adversity can increase the risk of contact with the criminal justice 
system, and such risk is exacerbated by societal marginalisation and inequality. For Lauren Brinkley-
Rubinstein and colleagues, the carceral contexts that young people are exposed to are most probably 
causing irrevocable harm to their health and wellbeing and, as such, the detention of children and 
adolescents should be used as a last resort. 
 
While in detention, individuals are deprived of their freedom, not of their right to health. The WHO 
report on prison health in the European Region, stresses how much people involved in the criminal 
justice system disproportionately experience complex health issues, and continue to do so after 
release. Mortality among people released from prison exceeds that of those in the community, often 
due to preventable causes such as suicide, injury, and overdose. 
 

http://www.oas.org/en/sare/social-inclusion/protocol-ssv/Guia_Operacionalizacion_Indicadores.pdf
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpub/issue/current
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpub/article/PIIS2468-2667(20)30008-6/fulltext
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/StudyChildrenDeprivedLiberty/Pages/Index.aspx
https://doi.org/10.1016/S2468-2667(19)30217-8
https://doi.org/10.1016/S2352-4642(19)30347-5
https://doi.org/10.1016/S2468-2667(19)30250-6
https://doi.org/10.1016/S2468-2667(19)30250-6
http://www.euro.who.int/en/publications/abstracts/status-report-on-prison-health-in-the-who-european-region-2019
http://www.euro.who.int/en/publications/abstracts/status-report-on-prison-health-in-the-who-european-region-2019


   

  

Concerns have been raised about solitary confinement, which has been associated with post-traumatic 
stress disorders after release and with increased risk of reincarceration. In this issue, Christopher 
Wildeman and Lars Andersen look at the association between solitary confinement and mortality after 
release, and report that mortality among formerly incarcerated individuals who were placed in solitary 
confinement was much higher than for those not exposed, and almost 10 times that in the general 
population. These findings raise serious questions about how compatible solitary confinement is with 
the duty of care owed by prison authorities. 
 
Angus Wallace, in his comment, sheds some light on the powerful lever that can be the European Court 
of Human Rights to improve the health of prison populations—mainly through Article 3 of the European 
Convention on Human Rights: the prohibition of torture and inhuman or degrading treatment or 
punishment. 
 
Most people who are incarcerated will return to the community and so addressing their health needs 
can not only improve the wellbeing of the individual, but also impact that of their families and 
communities. For WHO “the health of people in prison is a critical part of broader public health.” Prison 
need not be a place where individuals’ health and wellbeing deteriorate. Time in detention can provide 
access to health services for people who often faced substantial barriers to accessing health care in the 
community, and deliver health promotion, health education, and disease prevention interventions. 
 
Those with responsibility for governing societies must find a balance between keeping communities 
safe (by excluding those judged dangerous to community interests) and protecting the fundamental 
rights of everyone in society (including those who are incarcerated). Yet the evidence presented in this 
issue aligns with the conclusion of Arash Anoshiravani's piece—namely, that addressing the health 
needs of young people involved with the justice system requires no less than a “reimagining of 
paediatric and adolescent primary care”. A radical transformation of attitudes and practices in favour of 
people living in detention is necessary, and public health institutions and practitioners represent a 
trusted frontline within which lie the origins of this urgent and necessary social change. 
 
Scoping Review 
The health of adolescents in detention: a global scoping review 
Rohan Borschmann, et al 
Summary 
Adolescents detained within the criminal justice system are affected by complex health problems, 
health-risk behaviours, and high rates of premature death. We did a global synthesis of the evidence 
regarding the health of this population. We searched Embase, PsycINFO, Education Resources 
Information Center, PubMed, Web of Science, CINCH, Global Health, the Cochrane Database of 
Systematic Reviews, the Campbell Library, the National Criminal Justice Reference System Abstract 
Database, and Google Scholar for peer-reviewed journal articles, including reviews, that reported the 
prevalence of at least one health outcome (physical, mental, sexual, infectious, and neurocognitive) in 
adolescents (aged <20 years) in detention, and were published between Jan 1, 1980, and June 30, 
2018. The reference lists of published review articles were scrutinised for additional relevant 
publications. Two reviewers independently screened titles and abstracts, and three reviewed full texts 
of relevant articles. The protocol for this Review was registered with PROSPERO (CRD42016041392). 
245 articles (204 primary research articles and 41 reviews) were included, with most primary research 
(183 [90%]) done in high-income countries. A high lifetime prevalence of health problems, risks, and 
conditions was reported in detained adolescents, including mental disorders (0–95%), substance use 
disorders (22–96%), self-harm (12–65%), neurodevelopmental disabilities (2–47%), infectious 

https://doi.org/10.1016/S2468-2667(19)30271-3
https://doi.org/10.1016/S2468-2667(19)30271-3
https://doi.org/10.1016/S2468-2667(19)30258-0
https://doi.org/10.1016/S2468-2667(19)30251-8
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpub/article/PIIS2468-2667(19)30217-8/fulltext


   

  

diseases (0–34%), and sexual and reproductive conditions (pregnant by age 19 years 20–37%; 
abnormal cervical screening test result 16%). Various physical and mental health problems and health-
risk behaviours are more common among adolescents in detention than among their peers who have 
not been detained. As the social and structural drivers of poor health overlap somewhat with factors 
associated with exposure to the criminal justice system, strategies to address these factors could help 
to reduce both rates of adolescent detention and adolescent health inequalities. Improving the 
detection of mental and physical disorders, providing appropriate interventions during detention, and 
optimising transitional health care after release from detention could improve the health outcomes of 
these vulnerable young people. 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Featured Journal Content 
 
PNAS - Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States  
of America 
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/ 
Inaugural Article 
Veridical data science  
Bin Yu and Karl Kumbier 
PNAS first published February 13, 2020. https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1901326117  
Significance 
Predictability, computability, and stability (PCS) are three core principles of data science. They embed 
the scientific principles of prediction and replication in data-driven decision making while recognizing 
the central role of computation. Based on these principles, we propose the PCS framework, including 
workflow and documentation (in R Markdown or Jupyter Notebook). The PCS framework aims at 
responsible, reliable, reproducible, and transparent analysis across fields of science, social science, 
engineering, business, and government. It can be used as a recommendation system for scientific 
hypothesis generation and experimental design. In particular, we propose (basic) PCS inference for 
reliability measures on data results, extending statistical inference to a much broader scope as current 
data science practice entails. 
Abstract 
Building and expanding on principles of statistics, machine learning, and scientific inquiry, we propose 
the predictability, computability, and stability (PCS) framework for veridical data science. Our 
framework, composed of both a workflow and documentation, aims to provide responsible, reliable, 
reproducible, and transparent results across the data science life cycle. The PCS workflow uses 
predictability as a reality check and considers the importance of computation in data collection/storage 
and algorithm design. It augments predictability and computability with an overarching stability 
principle. Stability expands on statistical uncertainty considerations to assess how human judgment 
calls impact data results through data and model/algorithm perturbations. As part of the PCS workflow, 
we develop PCS inference procedures, namely PCS perturbation intervals and PCS hypothesis testing, 
to investigate the stability of data results relative to problem formulation, data cleaning, modeling 
decisions, and interpretations. We illustrate PCS inference through neuroscience and genomics projects 
of our own and others. Moreover, we demonstrate its favorable performance over existing methods in 
terms of receiver operating characteristic (ROC) curves in high-dimensional, sparse linear model 
simulations, including a wide range of misspecified models. Finally, we propose PCS documentation 
based on R Markdown or Jupyter Notebook, with publicly available, reproducible codes and narratives 

http://www.pnas.org/content/early/recent
https://www.pnas.org/content/early/2020/02/12/1901326117
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1901326117


   

  

to back up human choices made throughout an analysis. The PCS workflow and documentation are 
demonstrated in a genomics case study available on Zenodo. 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Featured Journal Content 
 
Risk Analysis     
Volume 40, Issue 2  Pages: 215-438  February 2020 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/15396924/current 
Original Research Articles 
The Prioritization of Island Nations as Refuges from Extreme Pandemics 
Matt Boyd, Nick Wilson 
Pages: 227-239 
First Published: 23 September 2019 
Abstract 
In this conceptual article with illustrative data, we suggest that it is useful to rank island nations as 
potential refuges for ensuring long‐term human survival in the face of catastrophic pandemics (or other 
relevant existential threats). Prioritization could identify the several island nations that are most 
suitable for targeting social and political preparations and further investment in resiliency. We outline a 
prioritization methodology and as an initial demonstration, we then provide example rankings by 
considering 20 sovereign island states (all with populations greater than 250,000 and no land borders). 
Results describe each nation in nine resilience‐relevant domains covering location, population, 
resources, and society according to published data.  
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
EMERGENCIES 
 
Editor’s Note: 
While we have concentrated key reports below, COVID-19 announcements, analysis and commentary 
will be found throughout this issue, in all sections. 
 
Coronavirus [COVID-19] 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
Situation report - 25 
Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19)  
14 February 2020 
[Excerpt] 
SITUATION IN NUMBERS  
Globally ::  49,053  laboratory-confirmed  [2056 new] 
China    ::  48,548  laboratory-confirmed  [1998 new]  
            ::     1,381 deaths [121 new] 
Outside of China  
            ::     505   laboratory-confirmed   [58 new] 
            ::       24   countries  

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/15396924/current
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/risa.13398
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/risa.13398
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/doSearch?ContribAuthorStored=Boyd%2C+Matt
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/doSearch?ContribAuthorStored=Wilson%2C+Nick
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/situation-reports/20200214-sitrep-25-covid-19.pdf?sfvrsn=61dda7d_2


   

  

            ::         2  deaths [1 new] 
 
WHO RISK ASSESSMENT  
China - Very High  
Regional Level - High  
Global Level - High 
 
HIGHLIGHTS  
:: No new countries reported cases of 2019-nCoV in the past 24 hours.  
:: The second death has been reported outside of China, in Japan. This individual did not have known 
travel history to China.  
:: In China, health care workers account for 1716 confirmed cases of COVID-19 including six deaths.  
 
STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES  
WHO’s strategic objectives for this response are to:  
:: Limit human-to-human transmission including reducing secondary infections among close contacts 
and health care workers, preventing transmission amplification events, and preventing further 
international spread from China*;  
:: Identify, isolate and care for patients early, including providing optimized care for infected patients;  
:: Identify and reduce transmission from the animal source;  
:: Address crucial unknowns regarding clinical severity, extent of transmission and infection, treatment 
options, and accelerate the development of diagnostics, therapeutics and vaccines;  
:: Communicate critical risk and event information to all communities and counter misinformation;  
:: Minimize social and economic impact through multisectoral partnerships.  
 
*This can be achieved through a combination of public health measures, such as rapid identification, 
diagnosis and management of the cases, identification and follow up of the contacts, infection 
prevention and control in health care settings, implementation of health measures for travelers, 
awareness-raising in the population and risk communication. 
 
:::::: 
 
National Health Commission of the People's Republic of China 
http://en.nhc.gov.cn/ 
News 
:: Daily briefing on novel coronavirus cases in China 
Updated: 2020-02-15 
   …As of 24:00 on Feb 14, the National Health Commission had received 66,492 reports of confirmed 
cases and 1,523 deaths in 31 provincial-level regions on the Chinese mainland and the Xinjiang 
Production and Construction Corps, and in all 8,096 patients had been cured and discharged from 
hospital. There still remained 56,873 confirmed cases (including 11,053 in serious condition) and 8,969 
suspected cases. So far, 513,183 people have been identified as having had close contact with infected 
patients. 169,039 are now under medical observation… 
 
China pushes for differentiated measures to battle coronavirus 
Updated: 2020-02-14  Xinhua 
Epidemic prevention and control in Hubei Province, particularly in the capital city of Wuhan, remain the 
top priority, said Premier Li Keqiang. 

http://en.nhc.gov.cn/
http://en.nhc.gov.cn/2020-02/15/c_76583.htm
http://en.nhc.gov.cn/2020-02/14/c_76553.htm


   

  

   BEIJING, Feb. 13 (Xinhua) -- Chinese authorities on Feb 13 stressed differentiated measures for 
different regions to fight the novel coronavirus outbreak at a high-level meeting chaired by Premier Li 
Keqiang. 
   The leading group of the Communist Party of China (CPC) Central Committee on the prevention and 
control of the novel coronavirus outbreak also demanded efforts to improve patient treatment and 
expedite research on drugs. 
   Epidemic prevention and control in Hubei Province, particularly in the capital city of Wuhan, remain 
the top priority, said the leading group headed by Li, who is also a member of the Standing Committee 
of the Political Bureau of the CPC Central Committee. 
   While ordering Wuhan to speed up hospital admission and suspected case quarantine, the leading 
group instructed hard-hit cities in Hubei such as Xiaogan and Huanggang to carry out equally strict 
measures as in Wuhan in surveillance, quarantine and treatment. 
    The demand for more medics in Hubei and Wuhan should be fulfilled, and the departure channels of 
the city and the province need further control, according to the meeting. 
   Multiple steps such as spacing out return trips have prevented large-scale flows of people after the 
Spring Festival, said the meeting. 
   Each province is responsible for formulating differentiated epidemic prevention and control strategies 
based on their own conditions, according to the meeting. 
   No one-size-fits-all approach should be taken and unfair and extreme practices must be corrected 
without delay, said the meeting… 
 
:::::: 
 
New York Times 
http://www.nytimes.com/ 
Accessed 15 Feb 2020 
China’s Leader, Under Fire, Says He Led Coronavirus Fight Early On 
In pushing a new account of the country’s response, officials said President Xi Jinping was aware of the 
outbreak nearly two weeks before he first spoke publicly about it. It could draw him directly into 
questions about whether Chinese officials did too little, too late. 
By Amy Qin 
Feb. 15, 2020 
Under fire for its response to the coronavirus epidemic, China’s authoritarian government appears to be 
pushing a new account of events that presents President Xi Jinping as taking early action to fight the 
outbreak that has convulsed the country. 
 
But in doing so, the authorities have acknowledged for the first time that Mr. Xi was aware of the 
epidemic and involved in the response nearly two weeks before he first spoke publicly about it — and 
while officials at its epicenter in the city of Wuhan were still playing down its dangers. 
That confirmation risks drawing the president, China’s most powerful leader in decades, directly into 
questions about whether top officials did too little, too late. 
 
In an internal speech published on Saturday, Mr. Xi said he had “issued demands about the efforts to 
prevent and control” the coronavirus on Jan. 7, during a meeting of the Politburo Standing Committee, 
the highest council of the Communist Party, whose sessions are typically cloaked in secrecy. 
 
In the speech, he also said he had authorized the unprecedented lockdown of Wuhan and other cities 
beginning on Jan. 23. 

http://www.nytimes.com/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/15/world/asia/xi-china-coronavirus.html?action=click&module=Top%20Stories&pgtype=Homepage
http://www.qstheory.cn/dukan/qs/2020-02/15/c_1125572832.htm


   

  

 
“I have at every moment monitored the spread of the epidemic and progress in efforts to curtail it, 
constantly issuing oral orders and also instructions,” Mr. Xi said of his more recent involvement… 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO News release   12 February 2020  
World experts and funders set priorities for COVID-19 research  
Leading health experts from around the world have been meeting at the World Health Organization’s 
Geneva headquarters to assess the current level of knowledge about the new COVID-19 disease, 
identify gaps and work together to accelerate and fund priority research needed to help stop this 
outbreak and prepare for any future outbreaks. 
 
The 2-day forum was convened in line with the WHO R&D Blueprint – a strategy for developing drugs 
and vaccines before epidemics, and accelerating research and development while they are occurring… 
 
During the meeting, the more than 300 scientists and researchers participating both in person and 
virtually agreed on a set of global research priorities. They also outlined mechanisms for continuing 
scientific interactions and collaborations beyond the meeting which will be coordinated and facilitated 
by WHO. They worked with research funders to determine how necessary resources can be mobilized 
so that critical research can start immediately.  
 
The deliberations will form the basis of a research and innovation roadmap charting all the research 
needed and this will be used by researchers and funders to accelerate the research response. 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Emergencies 
 
Ebola – DRC+ 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
 
Ebola Outbreak in DRC 79: 11 February 2020  
[Excerpts] 
Situation Update 
From 3 to 9 February 2020, three new confirmed cases of Ebola virus disease (EVD) were 
reported in Beni Health Zone, North Kivu Province in the Democratic Republic of the Congo 
(Figure 1). All of the cases were registered as contacts and two were under surveillance at the time 
of detection.  
 
…Conclusion 
Beni Health Zone remains the hotspot of this outbreak. Ongoing insecurity in other areas is of concern. 
Continued access and heightened vigilance is required to maintain case investigation and contact 
tracing activities in all health zones. 

 
::::::  
 

https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/12-02-2020-world-experts-and-funders-set-priorities-for-covid-19-research
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/330897/SITREP_EVD_DRC_20200211-eng.pdf


   

  

12 February 2020   Statement 
Statement on the meeting of the International Health Regulations (2005) Emergency 
Committee for Ebola virus disease in the Democratic Republic of the Congo on 12 February 
2020 
…Conclusions and Advice 
It was the unanimous view of the Committee that this event still constitutes a public 
health emergency of international concern (PHEIC) under the IHR (2005).  
 
The Committee acknowledged the revised risk assessment, which puts the risk now as high at national 
and regional levels, and low at the global level.  
 
The Committee was concerned that withdrawing the PHEIC now might have adverse 
consequences for the response efforts through diminishing focus. Additionally, although 
the primary concern of the Committee is EVD, there are serious ongoing outbreaks of other 
diseases, including measles and cholera, in DRC. The country continues to need support to 
combat infectious diseases as well as to strengthen its health system. Further, there remains an urgent 
need to maintain international solidarity for the response… 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Emergencies 
 
POLIO   
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/ 
 
Polio this week as of 12 February 2020 
:: A time-limited working group has been put together to manage and coordinate GPEI’s activities to 
enable a rapid and effective roll out of nOPV2. Take a look at the terms of reference for the working 
group.  
:: With the evolving public health emergency associated with the increase in new emergences of 
circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type 2, a draft decision was adapted by the WHO Executive Board 
during last week’s meeting.  
 
Summary of new viruses this week (AFP cases and ES positives):  
:: Pakistan: five WPV1 cases, twelve WPV1 positive environmental samples and three cVDPV2 positive 
environmental samples 
:: Nigeria: one cVDPV2 case and one cVDPV2 positive environmental sample 
:: Democratic Republic of the Congo (DR Congo):  two cVDPV2 cases 
:: Somalia: two cVDPV2 positive environmental samples 
:: Angola: three cVDPV2 cases 
:: Cote d’Ivoire: three cVDPV2 positive environmental samples 
:: Ethiopia: seven cVDPV2 cases 
:: Philippines: one cVDPV2 case and three cVDPV2 positive environmental samples 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 

https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/12-02-2020-statement-on-the-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)-emergency-committee-for-ebola-virus-disease-in-the-democratic-republic-of-the-congo-on-12-february-2020
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/12-02-2020-statement-on-the-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)-emergency-committee-for-ebola-virus-disease-in-the-democratic-republic-of-the-congo-on-12-february-2020
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/12-02-2020-statement-on-the-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)-emergency-committee-for-ebola-virus-disease-in-the-democratic-republic-of-the-congo-on-12-february-2020
http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
http://polioeradication.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/nOPV2-working-group-TORs-20200206.pdf


   

  

 
Editor’s Note: 
WHO has posted a refreshed emergencies page which presents an updated listing of Grade 3,2,1 
emergencies as below. 
 
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
Democratic Republic of the Congo  
:: Ebola Outbreak in DRC 79: 11 February 2020 
[See Emergencies above ford detail] 
 
Yemen  
:: Journey to recovery: Yemeni patients get new lease on life in Jordan  9 February 2020 
 
Mozambique floods   - No new digest announcements identified 
Nigeria - No new digest announcements identified 
Somalia - No new digest announcements identified 
South Sudan   - No new digest announcements identified 
Syrian Arab Republic  - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
Burkina Faso [in French]   
:: Cas suspect d’infection par le nouveau coronavirus au Burkina Faso : les résultats ... 
14 février 2020  
   Ouagadougou, le 11 février 2020, le Ministère de la santé a fait un exposé sur les mesures sanitaires 
préventives prises par le Burkina Faso  pour faire face à un risque de survenue d’une éventuelle 
épidémie due au nouveau coronavirus dans le pays. 
:: Burkina Faso : Riposte vaccinale contre la poliomyélite dans le District sanitaire d... 
11 février 2020  
   Ouargaye( Centre Est au Burkina Faso), 7 févier 2020, lancement du  round 0 de la campagne de 
vaccination de riposte contre la poliomyélite sous la coordination du Gouverneur de la Région. 
 
Afghanistan - No new digest announcements identified 
Angola   - No new digest announcements identified 
Burundi  - No new digest announcements identified 
Cameroon  - No new digest announcements identified 
Central African Republic - No new digest announcements identified 
Ethiopia - No new digest announcements identified 
HIV in Pakistan - No new digest announcements identified 
Iran floods 2019 - No new digest announcements identified 
Iraq - No new digest announcements identified 
Libya - No new digest announcements identified 
Malawi floods - No new digest announcements identified 
Measles in Europe - No new digest announcements identified 
MERS-CoV  - No new digest announcements identified 
Myanmar  - No new digest announcements identified  
Niger - No new digest announcements identified 

http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cod/en/
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/330897/SITREP_EVD_DRC_20200211-eng.pdf
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/yem/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/yem/yemen-news/journey-to-recovery-yemeni-patients-get-new-lease-on-life-in-jordan.html
https://afro.who.int/countries/mozambique
http://www.who.int/emergencies/nigeria/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/somalia/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ssd/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/syr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
https://www.afro.who.int/fr/countries/burkina-faso
https://www.afro.who.int/fr/news/cas-suspect-dinfection-par-le-nouveau-coronavirus-au-burkina-faso-les-resultats-dinvestigation
https://www.afro.who.int/fr/news/burkina-faso-riposte-vaccinale-contre-la-poliomyelite-dans-le-district-sanitaire-de-ouargaye
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/afg/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/angola
https://www.afro.who.int/countries/burundi
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cmr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/caf/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/eth/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/pak/pakistan-news/pakistan-hiv-outbreak-in-sindh-province.html
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/irn/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/countries/irq/index.html
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/lby/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/malawi
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/communicable-diseases/measles-and-rubella
http://www.who.int/emergencies/mers-cov/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mmr/en/
http://afro.who.int/fr/countries/niger


   

  

occupied Palestinian territory  - No new digest announcements identified 
Sudan - No new digest announcements identified 
Ukraine - No new digest announcements identified 
Zimbabwe - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 1 Emergencies  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
Chad  - No new digest announcements identified 
Djibouti - No new digest announcements identified 
Kenya   - No new digest announcements identified 
Namibia - viral hepatitis  - No new digest announcements identified 
Tanzania  - No new digest announcements identified 
  
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – L3 Emergencies 
The UN and its humanitarian partners are currently responding to three 'L3' emergencies. This is the 
global humanitarian system's classification for the response to the most severe, large-scale 
humanitarian crises.  
Syrian Arab Republic   
:: Recent Developments in Northwest Syria - Situation Report No. 8 - As of 13 February 2020 
HIGHLIGHTS 
:: People in northwest Syria are living through some of the worst crisis since the war in Syria began. 
More than 800,000 people have been displaced since 1 December, due to intense conflict in freezing 
weather. The humanitarian community is doing everything it can but is overwhelmed by the scale of 
needs. An immediate cessation of the violence is critical. More resources, including funding, is 
immediately needed to save people’s lives and alleviate their suffering… 
 
Yemen - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Corporate Emergencies 
When the USG/ERC declares a Corporate Emergency Response, all OCHA offices, branches and 
sections provide their full support to response activities both at HQ and in the field. 
CYCLONE IDAI and Kenneth - No new digest announcements identified 
EBOLA OUTBREAK IN THE DRC  
- No new digest announcements identified 
 

 
*                      *                       *                        * 

 
 

:: Agency/Government/IGO Watch 
We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for key 
media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on regional or global 

http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/opt/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/sdn/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ukr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/zwe/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tcd/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/fr/countries/dji/
http://www.afro.who.int/countries/kenya
http://afro.who.int/news/baseline-assessment-national-viral-hepatitis-response-namibia
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tza/en/
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/syria
https://reliefweb.int/node/3521819
https://www.unocha.org/yemen
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/southern-and-eastern-africa-rosea/cyclone-idai
https://www.unocha.org/southern-and-eastern-africa-rosea/cyclones-idai-and-kenneth
https://www.unocha.org/drc


   

  

level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific coverage is limited. Please 
suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
 
 
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly  
[to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://www.un.org/press/en 
Selected Meetings/Press Releases/Announcements 
13 February 2020  
SC/14109 
To Rebuild Lives, Suffering Must Be Acknowledged, ‘Justice Done’, Human Rights High 
Commissioner Says, as Security Council Takes Up Transitional Justice 
From Africa to the Americas to Asia and Europe, transitional justice mechanisms that are locally owned 
and focused on the needs of victims have repeatedly helped to address grievances and pave the way 
for more peaceful societies to take root, delegates said today amid calls for the Security Council to take 
decisive approaches to conflicts in concert with other United Nations bodies. 
 
12 February 2020  
SC/14107 
‘Children Simply Have No Role in Conflict’, Secretary-General Tells Security Council, 
Launching New Protection Guidelines for Mediators, Negotiators 
The Security Council reiterated its strong condemnation of all illegal recruitment and use of children by 
parties to armed conflict, as well as their re-recruitment, killing, rape and abduction, as the Secretary-
General today launched a set of guidelines and the 15-member organ marked the International Day 
against the Use of Child Soldiers. 
 
12 February 2020  
SG/SM/19971 
Violations against Children in Conflict Continue to Rise, Secretary-General Tells Security 
Council, Blaming ‘Shameful Disregard for Civilian Lives’ 
Following are UN Secretary-General António Guterres’ remarks to the Security Council briefing on 
“Children in armed conflict:  introducing practical guidance on the integration of child protection issues 
in peace processes”, in New York  
 
11 February 2020  
SG/SM/19969 
Political Resolution of Israeli-Palestinian Conflict Still Crucial to Sustainable Middle East 
Peace, Secretary-General Stresses in Security Council 
Following are UN Secretary-General António Guterres’ opening remarks at the Security Council open 
briefing on the Middle East, in New York 
 
11 February 2020  
SOC/4885 
Rising Inequality, Exclusion Still Threaten Global Well-Being despite Impressive Gains in 
Poverty Reduction, Speakers Tell Social Development Commission 
Despite development strides which have lifted more than 1 billion people out of poverty in recent 
decades, soaring inequality and exclusion continue to pose challenges around the globe, delegates 
heard today, as the Commission on Social Development continued its fifty-eighth session. 

https://www.un.org/press/en
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sc14109.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sc14109.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sc14107.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sc14107.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm19971.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm19971.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm19969.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm19969.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/soc4885.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/soc4885.doc.htm


   

  

 
 
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true  
Top News 
UN experts urge North Korea to repatriate 11 abducted from plane hijack 50 years ago  
 
UN rights office issues report on business activities related to settlements in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory 
 
Bachelet and Ugandan Government sign new agreement on UN Human Rights country 
office 
 
UN Child Rights Committee issues findings on Austria, Belarus, Costa Rica, Hungary, 
Rwanda, and State of Palestine 
 
 
United Nations Human Rights Council  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL 
Council News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Committee on the Rights of the Child [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx 
Latest News 
Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict 
and Committee on the Rights of the Child Join Together to Protect and Promote the Rights 
of Children Impacted by Conflict-Related Sexual Violence 
14 February 2020 
 
UN Child Rights Committee issues findings on Austria, Belarus, Costa Rica, Hungary, 
Rwanda, and State of Palestine 
13 February 2020 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the sale and sexual exploitation of children   [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx  
Latest News 
Safer Internet Day: Guarantee children's rights and dignity online, say UN experts 
11 February 2020 
 
 
SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed 
Conflict [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 
Press Release 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25549&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25542&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25542&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25540&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25540&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25550&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25550&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25559&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25559&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25559&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25550&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25550&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25541&LangID=E
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/


   

  

Children’s Needs and Rights Must be Considered During all Phases of Conflict – UN 
Secretary-General 
Wednesday, 12 February 2020 
 
 
SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict 
[to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/ 
Latest News 
14 February, 2020 
Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict 
and Committee on the Rights of the Child Join Together to Protect and Promote the Rights 
of Children Impacted by Conflict-Related Sexual Violence 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights   [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable 
standard of physical and mental health  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples   [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx 
Latest news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN OCHA [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://www.unocha.org/  

https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/2020/02/childrens-needs-and-rights-must-be-considered-during-all-phases-of-conflict-un-secretary-general/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/2020/02/childrens-needs-and-rights-must-be-considered-during-all-phases-of-conflict-un-secretary-general/
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/
https://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/press-release/office-of-the-special-representative-of-the-secretary-general-on-sexual-violence-in-conflict-and-committee-on-the-rights-of-the-child-join-together-to-protect-and-promote-the-rights-of-children-impact/
https://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/press-release/office-of-the-special-representative-of-the-secretary-general-on-sexual-violence-in-conflict-and-committee-on-the-rights-of-the-child-join-together-to-protect-and-promote-the-rights-of-children-impact/
https://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/press-release/office-of-the-special-representative-of-the-secretary-general-on-sexual-violence-in-conflict-and-committee-on-the-rights-of-the-child-join-together-to-protect-and-promote-the-rights-of-children-impact/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx
https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases


   

  

Selected Press Releases     
12 February 2020 
UN Valentine’s thanks to donors and aid workers who show ‘What It Takes’ 
 
 
Centre for Humanitarian Data/HDX  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://centre.humdata.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNICEF  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases 
Selected Statements, Press Releases, Reports 
Press release 
Critical support for former child soldiers in South Sudan at risk from lack of funding 
900 children on verge of release could be left in limbo unless new funds are secured 
11/02/2020  
 
Press release 
Geneva Palais briefing note on the situation of children in Madagascar 
This is a summary of what was said by UNICEF Madagascar Deputy Representative Jean Benoit 
Manhes – to whom quoted text may be attributed – at today’s press briefing at the Palais des Nations 
in Geneva 
11/02/2020  
 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html 
Selected Announcements 
UNHCR welcomes Ethiopia’s ratification of Kampala Convention 
14 February 2020 
   UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency, welcomes Ethiopia’s ratification yesterday of the African Union (AU) 
Convention for the Protection and Assistance of Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) in Africa, known as 
the Kampala Convention. 
 
More Cameroonian refugees flee to Nigeria, bringing total arrivals close to 60,000 mark 
13 February 2020  
   Almost 8,000 Cameroonian refugees have fled to Nigeria’s eastern and southern states of Taraba and 
Cross Rivers over the past fortnight, bringing the total Cameroonian refugee population in the country 
to nearly 60,000 people. 
 
Four decades and counting: An urgent need to rekindle hope for millions of Afghan 
refugees 
11 February 2020 
 
Newly displaced in Syria in urgent need of protection, shelter 
11 February 2020 
 

https://reliefweb.int/node/3520064
https://centre.humdata.org/
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/critical-support-former-child-soldiers-south-sudan-risk-lack-funding
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/critical-support-former-child-soldiers-south-sudan-risk-lack-funding
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/geneva-palais-briefing-note-situation-children-madagascar
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/geneva-palais-briefing-note-situation-children-madagascar
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/2/5e468f7d4/unhcr-welcomes-ethiopias-ratification-kampala-convention.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/2/5e452d2b4/cameroonian-refugees-flee-nigeria-bringing-total-arrivals-close-60000-mark.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/2/5e4272d64/four-decades-counting-urgent-need-rekindle-hope-millions-afghan-refugees.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/2/5e4272d64/four-decades-counting-urgent-need-rekindle-hope-millions-afghan-refugees.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2020/2/5e4272264/newly-displaced-syria-urgent-need-protection-shelter.html


   

  

 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
Selected Announcements 
Journey from Africa to Yemen Remains World’s Busiest Maritime Migration Route  
2020-02-14 17:11 
Nairobi – On average, 11,500 people boarded vessels each month from the Horn of Africa to Yemen in 
2019, making it the busiest maritime migration route on earth.  
 
Brutal Winter Temperatures Intensify Desperation for Rising Numbers of Displaced People 
in Northwest Syria  
2020-02-14 17:10 
Geneva – Sub-zero temperatures and increased snowfall are further exacerbating the humanitarian 
crisis in northwest Syria where more than a quarter of a million people have been displaced in the 
past four days. 
 
IOM Assists over 1,400 Migrants with Voluntary Return to Ghana  
2020-02-11 18:23 
Accra – The International Organization for Migration (IOM) this week assisted 61 migrants who were 
stranded in Niger with voluntarily return to Ghana, bringing the total number of assisted Ghanaians to 
1,400 since 2017. 
 
 
UNAIDS [to 15 Feb 2020]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
Selected Press Releases/Reports/Statements 
13 February 2020 
New Investment Book highlights investment opportunities  
   The Investment Book, an online tool for UNAIDS donors that capitalizes on the unique value of 
UNAIDS, has been launched. Highlighting the opportunities that are available for partnership and donor 
investment, the Investment Book shows the impact of investment opportunities at the global, regional 
and country levels. 
 
11 February 2020 
How are babies becoming infected with HIV in Africa?  
 
10 February 2020 
Advocacy toolkit for African first ladies launched  
 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 15 Feb 2020]  
News release   14 February 2020  
Four countries in the African region license vaccine in milestone for Ebola prevention 
 
News release  13 February 2020  
Remarks by Dr Michael Ryan, Executive Director, WHO Health Emergencies Programme at 
media briefing on COVID-19 on 13 February 2020 
 

http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-responds-humanitarian-needs-migrant-caravan-guatemala
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-responds-humanitarian-needs-migrant-caravan-guatemala
https://www.iom.int/news/journey-africa-yemen-remains-worlds-busiest-maritime-migration-route
https://www.iom.int/news/brutal-winter-temperatures-intensify-desperation-rising-numbers-displaced-people-northwest
https://www.iom.int/news/brutal-winter-temperatures-intensify-desperation-rising-numbers-displaced-people-northwest
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-assists-over-1400-migrants-voluntary-return-ghana
http://www.unaids.org/en
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/february/investment-book
https://investment-book.unaids.org/
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/february/20200211_babies-becoming-infected-with-hiv-in-africa
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/february/20200210_free-to-shine
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/14-02-2020-four-countries-in-the-african-region-license-vaccine-in-milestone-for-ebola-prevention
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/13-02-2020-remarks-by-dr-michael-ryan-executive-director-who-health-emergencies-programme-at-media-briefing-on-covid-19-on-13-february-2020
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/13-02-2020-remarks-by-dr-michael-ryan-executive-director-who-health-emergencies-programme-at-media-briefing-on-covid-19-on-13-february-2020


   

  

News release   12 February 2020  
World experts and funders set priorities for COVID-19 research  
 
News release    10 February 2020  
WHO and FIND formalize strategic collaboration to drive universal access to essential 
diagnostics 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO      
:: Four countries in the African region license vaccine in milestone for Ebola preventi... 
14 February 2020  
:: Supporting media to bust harmful myths on coronavirus disease  13 February 2020  
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
:: PAHO prepares a further 9 countries in the Americas for laboratory diagnosis of new coronavirus 
(02/14/2020)  
:: PAHO prepares 8 Caribbean countries for laboratory diagnosis of new coronavirus (02/12/2020)  
:: Cases of dengue in the Americas exceeded 3 million in 2019 (02/12/2020)  
:: New coronavirus: Fiocruz, Ministry of Health of Brazil and PAHO provide training in laboratory 
diagnosis in nine countries (02/11/2020) 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
No new digest content identified. 
 
WHO European Region EURO  
:: Coronavirus disease (COVID-19): European Region focusing on readiness 14-02-2020  
:: Poland can strengthen financial protection by exempting poor people from copayments for medicines 
12-02-2020  
:: Harms and benefits of evidence-based screening outlined in new WHO report 11-02-2020  
:: Well-prepared laboratories are first line of defence against novel coronavirus in Europe 10-02-2020 
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: Yemeni patients get new lease on life in Jordan   9 February 2020 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
:: 14 February 2020 | Commentary 
It is time for all of us to play our part in the fight against the novel coronavirus in the Pacific 
Our Region is at a critical juncture in the novel coronavirus (now known as COVID-19) outbreak. While 
the vast majority of cases are still in China, as of 14 February the virus has also been confirmed in 24 
other countries on several continents. And there are now cases of local transmission in several 
countries, increasing the risk of onward spread. 
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2020/ 

https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/12-02-2020-world-experts-and-funders-set-priorities-for-covid-19-research
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/10-02-2020-who-and-find-formalize-strategic-collaboration-to-drive-universal-access-to-essential-diagnostics
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/10-02-2020-who-and-find-formalize-strategic-collaboration-to-drive-universal-access-to-essential-diagnostics
http://www.afro.who.int/
https://www.afro.who.int/news/four-countries-african-region-license-vaccine-milestone-ebola-prevention
https://www.afro.who.int/news/supporting-media-bust-harmful-myths-coronavirus-disease
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=466:2008-media-center-press-releases&Itemid=40108&lang=en
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15724&catid=740&Itemid=1926&lang=en
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15723&catid=740&Itemid=1926&lang=en
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15722&catid=740&Itemid=1926&lang=en
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15719&catid=740&Itemid=1926&lang=en
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15719&catid=740&Itemid=1926&lang=en
http://www.searo.who.int/
http://www.euro.who.int/
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-emergencies/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov/news/news/2020/2/novel-coronavirus-european-region-focusing-on-readiness2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/countries/poland/news/news/2020/2/poland-can-strengthen-financial-protection-by-exempting-poor-people-from-copayments-for-medicines2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/noncommunicable-diseases/cancer/news/news/2020/2/harms-and-benefits-of-evidence-based-screening-outlined-in-new-who-report2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-emergencies/pages/news/news/2020/02/well-prepared-laboratories-are-first-line-of-defense-against-novel-coronavirus-in-europe2
http://www.emro.who.int/
http://www.emro.who.int/yem/yemen-news/journey-to-recovery-yemeni-patients-get-new-lease-on-life-in-jordan.html?format=html
http://www.wpro.who.int/
https://www.who.int/westernpacific/news/commentaries/detail-hq/it-is-time-for-all-of-us-to-play-our-part-in-the-fight-against-the-novel-coronavirus-in-the-pacific
https://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2020/


   

  

Press Releases 
Lunar New Year: travel responsibly to avoid carrying ASF virus 
On the eve of a new lunar year, the risk of disease spread increases due to the massive movements of 
people travelling to celebrate. The World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) launches the second 
phase of its awareness campaign focusing on the role of travellers as carriers of African swine fever, a 
deadly pig disease, and how they can avoid spreading it. 
 
Paris, 24 January 2020 – Tomorrow marks the start of the Year of the Rat. The largest annual human 
movement in the world is underway: people travelling home to celebrate the Lunar New Year, 
particularly to and from countries in Asia. With this, higher risk of travellers spreading infectious 
diseases such as African swine fever (ASF) or even the newly identified 2019novel-Coronavirus, poses a 
major threat to both animal and human populations, worldwide. 
 
ASF affects domestic and wild pigs, and it has been causing detrimental impacts at different levels of 
society in over 50 countries across Sub Saharan Africa, Asia and Europe since 2018. ASF is not a 
danger to human health, however, it poses a major threat to pig health and welfare and, therefore, to 
pig production systems. Considering that pigs have become a main source of animal protein among a 
growing human population, ASF not only impacts the livelihoods of small and large-scale pig producers, 
but also threatens global food security. To date, more than 6 million animal losses have been reported 
in Asia and the Pacific, the biggest pork producing region in the world. 
 
Given that there is no effective vaccine or treatment against ASF yet, prevention remains essential to 
stop its spread. It is important that key actors in the transmission of the disease acknowledge their role 
in preventing it and human carelessness is one of the main drivers of ASF spread… 
 
 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
Selected Press Releases/Announcements 
UN launches world’s biggest survey of public opinion on climate change 
   Celebrities and youth activists met today with UN officials, governments and civil society to launch 
Mission 1.5, a campaign that aims to bridge the gap between people and governments on ambitious…    
Posted on February 13, 2020 
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
 
UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division  [to 15 Feb 2020] 

https://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/detail/article/lunar-new-year-travel-responsibly-to-avoid-carrying-asf-virus/
https://www.oie.int/fr/expertise-scientifique/informations-specifiques-et-recommandations/questions-et-reponses-sur-le-nouveau-coronavirus2019/
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/news/2020/UNDP_launches_Mission1point5_worlds_biggest_survey_on_climate_change.html
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/


   

  

http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://www.unenvironment.org/ 
News 
14 Feb 2020   Press release  
Parties to the Bamako Convention reaffirm their commitment to protect Africa from 
hazardous waste dumping  
   Brazzaville, 14 February 2020 – The third Conference of the Parties (COP 3) to the Bamako 
Convention today adopted a set of decisions reaffirming the Parties’ commitment to strengthen the 
Convention in order to… 
 
10 Feb 2020 Press release  
Environment Agency – Abu Dhabi, UNEP launch new socio-technology platform IRIS-3 at 
World Urban Forum 
   New socio-technology platform aims to save organisations around the world thousands of staff hours 
spent on environment assessments IRIS-3 developed under the Abu Dhabi Global Environmental Data 
Initiative  
 
 
UNDRR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://www.undrr.org/ 
9 February 2020  
MCR2030 unveiled at World Urban Forum  
   ABU DHABI, 9 February, 2019 - "Think big, think bold. The opportunity is there. If you want it to 
shrink it will shrink. If you want it to be bigger it will be bigger… Let us build this campaign to have a 
lasting impact globally." With those rousing words 
 
 
UN DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/  
Latest News 
Working together to end homelessness 
11 February 2020, New York  
“We want everyone to be involved and make change happen!” says Amine Lamrabat, Information 
Officer in UN DESA’s Division for Inclusive Social Development. Ahead of the UN Commission for Social 
Development (CSocD) this month, which for the first time in its history will address homelessness, he 
shares how we can all work together to end homelessness and promote affordable housing. Learn 
about six key actions we can all support! 
 
:: Raise awareness to support the empowerment and full participation of homeless persons in the 
societies we live in, paying particular attention to family homelessness, women, children, adolescents, 
youth, older persons, persons with disabilities, indigenous peoples, people living in poverty and people 
displaced by natural disasters and conflicts. 

http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/
https://www.unenvironment.org/
https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/press-release/parties-bamako-convention-reaffirm-their-commitment-protect-africa
https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/press-release/parties-bamako-convention-reaffirm-their-commitment-protect-africa
https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/press-release/environment-agency-abu-dhabi-unep-launch-new-socio-technology
https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/press-release/environment-agency-abu-dhabi-unep-launch-new-socio-technology
https://www.undrr.org/
https://www.undrr.org/news/mcr2030-unveiled-world-urban-forum
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/social/working-together-to-end-homelessness.html


   

  

:: Advocate for the rights of homeless people to live a dignified life. You can get involved in great 
initiatives such as the world’s big sleep out campaign, which was founded by Josh Littlejohn, the co-
founder of the charity Social Bite, based in Scotland. Social Bite started as a small sandwich shop in 
Edinburgh that began offering employment and free food to homeless people. 
:: Educate yourself, teach others, and push for policies that help the homeless. There are so many 
reasons why a person becomes homeless. We need to understand how they got there in the first place 
to be able to do something about it. 
:: Invest in your community, volunteer and contribute to the trusted foundations and charities who are 
working hard to make change happen. 
:: Organize networking events and outreach activities to show solidarity with homeless people such 
as Making Us Count, a campaign powered by the UN Working Group to End Homelessness, made up of 
NGOs from across the world. The campaign calls on the United Nations to make the voices of homeless 
people count. 
:: Show respect towards homeless persons and treat them with dignity as you would do with anyone 
else. 
:: Contribute to ending this global social crisis, which is growing in every country. 
 
 
UNESCO  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://en.unesco.org/news 
Latest News 
Celebrate 50 years of fight against illicit trafficking 
13/02/2020 
   During 2020, the 1970 Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit Import, 
Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property will celebrate 50 years of its adoption. 
This anniversary is an opportunity to raise awareness in favor of the fight against the illicit trafficking of 
cultural property and to take stock of the main challenges of the Convention for years to come. 
   UNESCO will organize several events, some of which will take place in different regions of the world. 
These different events will culminate with the celebration of the international day of the fight against 
the illicit trafficking of cultural property and an International Conference in November 2020 in Berlin 
(Germany). 
 
 
International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS)  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://www.icomos.org/en/ 
Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://unhabitat.org/ 
News and Stories 
The world’s premier meeting on the future of cities ends with stirring call to action 

https://www.bigsleepout.com/
https://makeuscount.com/
http://en.unesco.org/news
https://en.unesco.org/news/celebrate-50-years-fight-against-illicit-trafficking
https://www.icomos.org/en/
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp
http://unhabitat.org/
https://unhabitat.org/sites/default/files/2020/02/final_wuf_10_press_release_13_feb_2020.pdf


   

  

Friday, 14 February 2020 
 
 
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ILO International Labour Organization  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm 
Blog 
How many women work in STEM?   
11 February 2020  
New data on Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) occupations reveal the extent 
to which women are employed in this field across countries. 
 
 
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://www.icao.int/  
Latest News and Highlights  
ICAO issues new calls on COVID-19 response coordination 
14/2/20 
 
Economic impact estimates due to COVID-19 travel bans 
   Montréal, 13 February 2020 – The International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) has produced 
some preliminary forecasts relating to the expected economic impacts from COVID-19 travel bans on 
international air connectivity. 
   ICAO currently reports that some 70 airlines have cancelled all international flights to/from mainland 
China, and that a further 50 airlines have curtailed related air operations. This has resulted in an 80% 
reduction of foreign airline capacity for travellers directly to/from China, and a 40% capacity reduction 
by Chinese airlines. 
   Prior to the outbreak, airlines had planned to increase capacity by 9% on international routes to/from 
China for the first quarter of 2020 compared to 2019.  
   ICAO’s preliminary estimates indicate that the first quarter of 2020 has instead seen an overall 
reduction ranging from 39% to 41% of passenger capacity, or a reduction of 16.4 to 19.6 million 
passengers compared to what airlines had projected. This equates to a potential reduction of USD 4 to 
5 billion in gross operating revenues for airlines worldwide… 
 
Kigali Forum highlights importance of drone operations to sustainable development in 
Africa 
11/2/20 
 
 
IMO International Maritime Organization  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx 
Latest Press Briefings  
No new digest content identified.    
 

http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm
https://ilostat.ilo.org/2020/02/11/how-many-women-work-in-stem/
http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/ICAO-issues-new-calls-on-COVID-19-response-coordination.aspx
https://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/Economic-impact-estimates-due-to-COVID-19-travel-bans.aspx
https://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/Kigali-Forum-highlights-importance-of-drone-operations-to-sustainable-development-in-Africa.aspx
https://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/Kigali-Forum-highlights-importance-of-drone-operations-to-sustainable-development-in-Africa.aspx
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx


   

  

 
WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release 
No new digest content identified.    
 
 
UPU  Universal Postal Union   [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://news.upu.int/no_cache/news/ 
News 
UPU open to change, DG tells Forum on Wider Postal Sector Engagement 
Thursday 13. February 2020 
   The Director General of the Universal Postal Union (UPU), Bishar A. Hussein, used his opening 
address at today’s High Level Forum on wider postal sector engagement to announce the UN 
specialized agency was open to change. 
 
 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html 
News 
UNIDO to provide emergency assistance to China to help contain the outbreak of 
coronavirus 
   VIENNA, 14 February 2020 – The United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) will 
provide emergency response assistance to China to help fight the outbreak of the novel coronavirus 
(Covid-19). A related project document was signed today by Ambassador WANG Qun, Permanent 
Representative of China to the United Nations in Vienna, and LI Yong, Director General of UNIDO. 
 
 
International Organization for Standardization (ISO)  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/ 
News 
By Clare Naden on 13 February 2020  
Tearing down the carbon footprint of buildings with new International Standard  
Contributing nearly 40 % of global CO2 emissions from energy, the building sector has enormous 
potential to clean up our world. A new International Standard helps the industry do just that by 
optimizing how buildings are used as well as effectively reusing and recycling their components when 
their time …  
   ISO 20887, Sustainability in buildings and civil engineering works – Design for disassembly and 
adaptability – Principles, requirements and guidance, 
 
By Clare Naden on 12 February 2020  
Transporting dangerous goods gets quality touch with updated International Standard  
Transporting dangerous goods demands adequate quality and safety programmes in place to meet 
local and international laws. The International Standard that outlines the requirements for such 
programmes for packaging has just been updated.  
   ISO 16106, Transport packages for dangerous goods – Dangerous goods packagings, intermediate 
bulk containers (IBCs) and large packagings – Guidelines for the application of ISO 9001, 
 
 

https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release
http://news.upu.int/no_cache/news/
http://news.upu.int/no_cache/nd/upu-open-to-change-dg-tells-forum-on-wider-postal-sector-engagement/
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html
https://www.unido.org/news/unido-provide-emergency-assistance-china-help-contain-outbreak-coronavirus
https://www.unido.org/news/unido-provide-emergency-assistance-china-help-contain-outbreak-coronavirus
https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/
https://www.iso.org/news/ref2480.html
https://www.iso.org/obp/ui#iso:std:iso:20887:ed-1:v1:en
https://www.iso.org/news/ref2479.html
https://www.iso.org/obp/ui/#iso:std:iso:16106:ed-2:v1:en


   

  

UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://www.unwto.org/news 
News 
All Regions  
Snow and Mountain Tourism: Industry Professionals to Discuss Links between Tourism, 
Sustainability and Innovation 
11 Feb 2020 
 
 
WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/ 
No new digest content identified.    
 
 
CBD  Convention on Biological Diversity [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://www.cbd.int/ 
No new digest content identified.    
 
:::::: 
 
USAID [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Announcements 
USAID Administrator Mark Green's Remarks at the Munich Security Conference  
February 14, 2020 
Remarks 
USAID Administrator Mark Green made remarks at Bayerischer Hof at the Munich Security Conference 
in Germany 
 
Statement by USAID Administrator Mark Green on the U.S. Contribution to GAVI, The 
Vaccine Alliance  
February 10, 2020 
The U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) announced today that the U.S. Government 
will commit $1.16 billion over Fiscal Years 2020-2023 to Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, subject to 
Congressional appropriations. This includes $290 million in the Fiscal Year 2021 President's Budget, 
released today. 
 
Statement by USAID Administrator Mark Green on the Fiscal Year (FY) 2021 Budget 
Request  
February 10, 2020 
Today, President Trump released his Budget Request for Fiscal Year (FY) 2021, which includes $41 
billion for the U.S. Department of State and the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID). 
The Budget Request proposes $19.6 billion in funds USAID fully or partially manages to support the 
President's commitment to serve the needs of American citizens, ensure their safety, promote their 
prosperity, preserve their rights, and defend their values, as outlined in the National Security Strategy. 
USAID will use resources in this Budget Request to reduce the reach of conflict, support women's 
economic empowerment, prevent the spread of infectious disease, and counteract the drivers of 
violence, instability, and other security threats. 

https://www.unwto.org/news
https://www.unwto.org/snow-and-mountain-tourism-industry-professionals-to-discuss-links-between-tourism-sustainability-and-innovation
https://www.unwto.org/snow-and-mountain-tourism-industry-professionals-to-discuss-links-between-tourism-sustainability-and-innovation
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/
https://www.cbd.int/
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/feb-14-2020-administrator-mark-greens-remarks-munich-security-conference
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/feb-10-2020-statement-usaid-administrator-mark-green-us-contribution-gavi
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/feb-10-2020-statement-usaid-administrator-mark-green-us-contribution-gavi
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/feb-10-2020-statement-usaid-administrator-mark-green-fiscal-year-fy-2021-budget
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/feb-10-2020-statement-usaid-administrator-mark-green-fiscal-year-fy-2021-budget


   

  

 
 
DFID  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development 
Press Releases 
UK statement to the WTO Committee on Trade and Development - 48th Session on Aid for 
Trade  
   The UK's Ambassador to the WTO and UN in Geneva, Julian Braithwaite, delivered a statement to the 
WTO Committee on Trade and Development during the 48th Session on Aid for Trade on 11 February 
2020. 
From: Department for International Development and 2 others  
Updated: 11 February 2020  
 
 
ECHO  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news 
Latest News 
Humanitarian community reaffirms commitment to Yemen 
14/02/2020 
The European Commission and Sweden hosted a Humanitarian Senior Officials Meeting on the 
humanitarian crisis in Yemen, with the participation of the main humanitarian actors on 13 February in 
Brussels. All participants – donors, United Nations...  
 
Coronavirus: EU calls for strengthened international coordination and cooperation 
10/02/2020 
The European Commission continues to work on all fronts to tackle the Coronavirus outbreak. Speaking 
today from the EU's Emergency Response Coordination Centre, Commissioner for Crisis 
Management Janez Lenarčič said: “As the Coronavirus outbreak...  
 
:::::: 
 
African Union [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://www.au.int/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of Social  
Statements 
Promising projections for new Decade of Women’s Financial and Economic Inclusion 
February 14, 2020 
 
Twelve Heads of State commit to lead in Arts, Culture and Heritage 
February 10, 2020 
 
 
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://asean.org/category/news/asean-secretariat-news/ 
Secretariat News 
ASEAN, US to further strategic partnership for mutual benefit 
   JAKARTA, 14 February 2020 – ASEAN and the United States reiterated commitment to strengthen 
their strategic partnership for mutual benefit at the 11th Meeting of the ASEAN-U.S. Joint Cooperation 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/uk-statement-to-the-wto-committee-on-trade-and-development-48th-session-on-aid-for-trade
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/uk-statement-to-the-wto-committee-on-trade-and-development-48th-session-on-aid-for-trade
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/humanitarian-community-reaffirms-commitment-yemen_en
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/coronavirus-eu-calls-strengthened-international-coordination-and-cooperation_en
http://www.au.int/
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20200214/promising-projections-new-decade-african-womens-financial-and-economic
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20200210/twelve-heads-state-commit-themselves-play-role-leadership-advocacy-and
http://asean.org/category/news/asean-secretariat-news/
https://asean.org/asean-us-to-further-strategic-partnership-for-mutual-benefit/


   

  

Committee (JCC) held at the ASEAN Secretariat today. At the meeting, ASEAN and U.S. officials noted 
that the longstanding partnership has expanded to cover a wide [...] 
 
 
European Commission [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1 
Latest 
Press release  14 February 2020 
New Africa-Caribbean-Pacific/EU Partnership: moving forward towards a new partnership 
fit for the future 
 
 
OECD  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://www.oecd.org/  
14-February-2020 
Violence in North and West Africa increasingly targeting civilian and border areas – 
OECD/SWAC  
   Violence in North and West Africa is increasingly targeting civilian and border regions as today’s 
conflicts involve non-state actors with diverging agendas, according to a new report by the OECD’s 
Sahel and West Africa Club (SWAC).  
 
 
Organization of American States (OAS)   [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://www.oas.org/en/ 
Press Releases 
OAS and Ecuador Join Efforts to Promote the Protection, Conservation and Dissemination 
of Cultural Heritage through New Technologies 
February 11, 2020 
 
OAS Launches Guidebook to Facilitate Access of LGBTI Persons in the Americas to their 
Economic, Social, Cultural and Environmental Rights 
February 10, 2020 
 
 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://www.oic-oci.org/  
Selected Press Releases 
OIC Welcomes the Report on the List of Business Enterprises Operating in the Illegal 
Israeli Settlements 
   The Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) welcomed the report issued by the Office of the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) on business enterprises involved in 
activities relating to Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territory. The considered that this 
important step contributes to the protection of the rights of the Palestinian people and to strengthening 
adherence to the principles of international law and relevant UN resolutions.... 
13/02/2020 
 
At the Preparatory Meeting for Niamey: Al Othaimeen reaffirms that the OIC is the Unique 
Collective Voice for the Islamic Ummah 

http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_248
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_248
http://www.oecd.org/
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/violence-in-north-and-west-africa-increasingly-targeting-civilian-and-border-areasoecd-swac.htm
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/violence-in-north-and-west-africa-increasingly-targeting-civilian-and-border-areasoecd-swac.htm
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_releases.asp
https://www.oas.org/en/media_center/photonews.asp?sCodigo=FNE-98589
https://www.oas.org/en/media_center/photonews.asp?sCodigo=FNE-98589
https://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=E-007/20
https://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=E-007/20
https://www.oic-oci.org/home/?lan=en
https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=23198&ref=13931&lan=en
https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=23198&ref=13931&lan=en
https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=23192&ref=13928&lan=en
https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=23192&ref=13928&lan=en


   

  

   Secretary General of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) Dr. Yousef Al Othaimeen, 
highlighted the OIC’s success and emphasized that despite all difficulties and immense challenges, it 
has stayed the course as the only collective voice of the Islamic world, as a staunch advocate of rights, 
identities, culture and resilience, and as a moral and institutional framework backing the causes of the 
Islamic world and uniting its stands in the international arena.  ... 
09/02/2020 
 
 
Group of 77  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://www.g77.org/ 
Latest Statements and Speeches 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by His Excellency Ambassador Rudolph Michael Ten-
Pow, Permanent Representative of Co-operative Republic of Guyana to the United Nations, at the Fifty-
Eighth Session of the Commission of Social Development (New York, 10 February 2020) 
 
:::::: 
 
UNCTAD  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives]  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Customs Organization – WCO  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://www.wcoomd.org/ 
Latest News 
14 February 2020  
WCO shares its experience at UPU high-level forum on wider postal sector engagement  
 
 
WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
WTO News and Events 
DDG Wolff affirms WTO commitment to support Africa’s economic integration  
11 February 2020 
   In a speech delivered at the Addis Ababa University on 11 February, Deputy Director-General Alan 
Wolff stressed WTO commitment to supporting Africa’s continued economic integration, growth and 
development through the participation of African members in the organization. DDG Wolff paid his first 
visit to Ethiopia to participate in a Regional Dialogue on WTO Accession for Africa, bringing together all 
acceding governments from the African continent. This is what he said: 
 
:::::: 
 
IPU  Inter-Parliamentary Union   [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases 
Press releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 

http://www.g77.org/
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=200210
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=200210
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=200210
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx
http://www.wcoomd.org/
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/media/newsroom/2020/february/wco-shares-its-experience-at-upu-high-level-forum-on-wider-postal-sector-engagement.aspx
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news20_e/ddgaw_11feb20_e.htm
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases


   

  

 
International Court of Justice  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases 
Latest Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 

 
 
International Criminal Court (ICC)  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
Trying individuals for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/ 
Statement  11 February 2020 
Statement  of the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court, Mrs Fatou Bensouda, on 
the International Day against the use of Child Soldiers: “Children are especially vulnerable. 
We must act to protect them”  
 
:::::: 
 
World Bank [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week]  
Designing Gender-Inclusive Cities that Work for All 
New World Bank Handbook is a ‘how-to’ on gender-inclusive urban planning and design February 12, 
2020, ABU DHABI—Modern cities are designed BY MEN and FOR MEN, thereby limiting women’s access 
to economic...  
Date: February 12, 2020 Type: Press Release  
 
Regional Statistics Project Will Help Close Data Gaps on Poverty and Gender in the Pacific 
WASHINGTON, D.C., February 11, 2020 – The World Bank’s Board of Executive Directors today 
approved US$4.4 million to modernize statistical and data collection in the Pacific, and another US$2 
million each...  
Date: February 12, 2020 Type: Press Release 
 
How the World Bank Group is helping countries with COVID-19 (coronavirus) 
The World Bank has multiple mechanisms to quickly help countries facing public health issues. The 
Bank can provide emergency assistance, as well as disaster and pandemic preparedness, including...  
Date: February 11, 2020 Type: Factsheet  
 
The Hidden Wealth of Cities: Creating, Financing, and Managing Public Spaces 
Globally, about one-third of a city’s land area is covered by public spaces—ranging from city streets, 
neighborhood squares, parks to public facilities such as libraries and markets. Despite this 
significance...  
Date: February 11, 2020 Type: Publication  
 
 
IMF  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article 
No new digest content identified. 

http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases
https://www.icc-cpi.int/
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=200212-otp-statement-child-soldiers
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=200212-otp-statement-child-soldiers
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=200212-otp-statement-child-soldiers
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2020/02/12/designing-gender-inclusive-cities-that-work-for-all
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2020/02/12/regional-statistics-project-will-help-close-data-gaps-on-poverty-and-gender-in-the-pacific
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/factsheet/2020/02/11/how-the-world-bank-group-is-helping-countries-with-covid-19-coronavirus
http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/urbandevelopment/publication/the-hidden-wealth-of-cities-creating-financing-and-managing-public-spaces
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article


   

  

 
 
African Development Bank Group  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://www.afdb.org/en 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Africa-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of No new 
digest content identified. 
African Development Bank Rebuts World Bank President’s comments on Africa’s debt 
profile 
   13-Feb-2020 - In several news reports, World Bank President David Malpass was recently quoted as 
saying some Multilateral Development Banks, including the African Development Bank, have a tendency 
to lend too quickly and in the process, add to the continent’s debt problems. This statement is 
inaccurate and not fact based. It impugns the integrity of the African Development Bank, undermines 
our governance systems, and incorrectly insinuates that we operate under different standards from the 
World Bank. The very notion goes against the spirit of... 
 
 
Asian Development Bank  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://www.adb.org/news/releases 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-•  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank   [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-
level announcements are added each week] 
News  
Beijing, China, February 10, 2020 
AIIB to Invest in Emergency Public Health Infrastructure in China 
   The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) announced today it has been in active discussions 
with the Government of China to strengthen the country’s emergency public health infrastructure. 
Subject to the approval of its Board of Directors, AIIB stands ready to support China through public 
health infrastructure loans to meet the government’s immediate and longer-term public health needs. 
   “People from over 50 nations work at AIIB and we have all made China our home. With the full 
impacts of this epidemic still unknown, we want to do our part as residents of China to help stop its 
spread,” said AIIB President Jin Liqun. “In line with AIIB’s mission, we will also work with the 
Government of China to identify effective public health infrastructure investments that will prevent the 
rapid spread of future outbreaks.”… 
 
 
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news 
News 
13 FEB  
Sao Tome and Principe and IFAD partner to improve nutrition and incomes in face of 
climate change  
 
12 FEB  

https://www.afdb.org/en
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/african-development-bank-rebuts-world-bank-presidents-comments-africas-debt-profile-34140
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/african-development-bank-rebuts-world-bank-presidents-comments-africas-debt-profile-34140
http://www.adb.org/news/releases
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/2020/20200210_001.html
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/41793518
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/41793518


   

  

Urgent call for increased investment in rural development to address rising conflict  
 
12 FEB  
Global Citizen and IFAD announce partnership to mobilize billions of dollars to help end 
extreme poverty and hunger  
 
11 FEB  
World leaders and celebrities call for greater investment to end hunger and poverty  
 
Mali’s President calls for solidarity as food crisis escalates across Sahel  
 
Sahel Crisis leaves millions on the brink of hunger  
 
10 FEB  
IFAD to provide US$43 million to boost aquaculture in Mozambique  
 
Mozambique and IFAD join to combat climate change and increase food security  
 
IFAD and Tunisia invest in improving the livelihoods of poor rural families  
 
 
Islamic Development Bank  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://www.isdb.org/ 
News 
On International Day of Women and Girls in Science, IsDB President Dr. Bandar Hajjar 
discusses the impact of funding on access to STEM subjects for women and girls  
11 February 2020  

 
 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 

 
:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
   We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new research and 
major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, collaborations, and initiatives 
across the human rights, humanitarian response and development spheres of action.  WE will not 
reference fundraising announcements, programs, events or appeals, and generally not include content 
which is primarily photo-documentation or video in format. 
 
 
Action Contre la Faim – Action Against Hunger  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org 
Communiqués de presse 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Alliance for International Medical Action (ALIMA)  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://www.alima-ngo.org/en/press-room 

https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/41793081
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/41792338
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/41792338
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/41788900
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/41787677
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/41787187
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/41786614
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/41786553
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/41786494
https://www.isdb.org/
https://www.isdb.org/news/on-international-day-of-women-and-girls-in-science-isdb-president-dr-bandar-hajjar-discusses-the-impact-of-funding-on-access-to-stem-subjects-for-women-and-girls
https://www.isdb.org/news/on-international-day-of-women-and-girls-in-science-isdb-president-dr-bandar-hajjar-discusses-the-impact-of-funding-on-access-to-stem-subjects-for-women-and-girls
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/
https://www.alima-ngo.org/en/press-room


   

  

No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://newsroom.amref.org/category/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Aravind Eye Care System  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://aravind.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
  
BRAC  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://www.brac.net/#news 
Latest 
Financial inclusion  
Advancing financial inclusion: BRAC Microfinance in 2019 
February 10, 2020  
by Kamran Ibne Abdul Qader  
   2019 was a significant year for BRAC Microfinance in achieving our mission of advancing financial 
inclusion. We accomplished new milestones and started new pilots. Let’s look back on one of the 
busiest years for BRAC Microfinance. 
 
 
CARE International  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases 
Press Releases 
CARE International: Sexual Harassment, Exploitation and Abuse Transparency Report 
(2019) 
 13th Feb 2020      
   CARE International places human dignity at the centre of its relief and development work. At the 
heart of CARE’s efforts to impact poverty and social justice is its engagement with marginalised 
communities. We also recognise the responsibility we have to promote human dignity and social justice 
within our own organisation ... 
 
More than 14 million people facing acute hunger in one of the largest food crises in 
Southern Africa 
 10th Feb 2020      
   Severe food insecurity rates across 9 southern African countries are 140% higher now than in 2018, 
primarily because people are being hit by weather extremes driven by climate change, according to 
Oxfam, CARE, Plan International and World Vision. 
 
 
Clubhouse International  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html 
News 

http://amref.org/news/news/
https://newsroom.amref.org/category/press-releases/
https://aravind.org/
http://www.brac.net/#news
http://blog.brac.net/advancing-financial-inclusion-brac-microfinance-in-2019/
http://blog.brac.net/author/kamran/
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases
https://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases/care-international-sexual-harassment-exploitation-and-abuse-transparency-report-2019
https://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases/care-international-sexual-harassment-exploitation-and-abuse-transparency-report-2019
https://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases/more-than-14-million-people-facing-acute-hunger-in-one-of-the-largest-food-crises-in-southern-africa
https://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases/more-than-14-million-people-facing-acute-hunger-in-one-of-the-largest-food-crises-in-southern-africa
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html


   

  

No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://www.drc.dk/news 
NEWS 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ECPAT  [to 15 Feb 2020]  
http://www.ecpat.net/news 
News & Updates 
ECPAT network urges Facebook to re-think encrypting Facebook Messenger 
14/02/2020 
   In an open letter to Mark Zuckerberg, ECPAT International, our members and over a hundred child 
rights organisations from across the globe warn about the consequences of encrypting Facebook 
Messenger. It can lead to more severe and extensive sexual abuse and exploitation of children and 
crimes will become much more difficult to investigate. Here is the full letter. 
 
 
Fountain House  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Humanity & Inclusion  [nee Handicap International]  [to 15 Feb 2020]  
https://hi.org/en/index 
All news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Heifer International  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://www.heifer.org/ 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HelpAge International  [to 15 Feb 2020]  
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/ 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
No new digest content identified. 

 
 
ICRC  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
Transitional justice: States should include issue of missing persons and their families in the 
process 

https://www.drc.dk/news
http://www.ecpat.net/news
https://www.ecpat.org/news/encrypting-facebook-messenger/
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press
https://hi.org/en/index
https://www.heifer.org/
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/transitional-justice-states-should-include-issue-missing-persons-and-their-families-process
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/transitional-justice-states-should-include-issue-missing-persons-and-their-families-process


   

  

As delivered by Mr. 
13-02-2020 | Statement  
 
Libya: Civilians face deep suffering from long conflict, as fighting forces schools and health 
facilities to close 
   Tripoli (ICRC) – Civilians in Libya are suffering deeply from a war that is hitting neighborhoods, 
health facilities and schools. 
13-02-2020 | News release  
 
Central African Republic: Crime forces ICRC to limit operations in Nana-Grébizi 
   Following a number of security incidents that have endangered its personnel and its operations, the 
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) has been obliged to suspend the movements of its 
teams and to drastically reduce its humanitarian oper 
12-02-2020 | News release  
   
Principles of international humanitarian law (distinction, proportionality) have direct 
bearing on cyber operations 
   Distinguished chair, excellencies, ladies and gentlemen,The International Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) is grateful for the opportunity to address the Open-Ended Working Group a second time during 
this session.In the first substantive session of  
12-02-2020 | Statement  
   
Norms for responsible State behavior on cyber operations should build on international 
law 
   Distinguished chair, excellencies, ladies and gentlemen,The International Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) is grateful for the opportunity to address the second substantive session of the “Open-ended 
working group on developments in the field of inf 
11-02-2020 | Statement  
 
 
IFRC   [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
Asia Pacific, China, Global 
IFRC to majorly ramp up coronavirus programmes across the globe 
   Geneva/Kuala Lumpur, 11 February 2020 – With the novel coronavirus steadily spreading beyond 
China and rising death toll, the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies 
(IFRC) is expanding its novel coronavirus disease (Covid-19) response and preparedness programmes. 
   A 32 million Swiss franc global emergency appeal will support community-based health activities, 
access to basic services, and the management of misinformation and stigma – all equally crucial to 
control the spread of the virus. In the past two weeks the IFRC has been on the ground, supporting 
National Societies in countries where the outbreak is spreading, mainly in the Asia Pacific region. 
Through this emergency appeal, the IFRC hopes to invest in preparedness activities in other countries, 
with a focus on those whose health systems are already under pressure… 
11 February 2020 
 
 
International Medical Corps (IMC)   [to 15 Feb 2020] 

https://www.icrc.org/en/document/libya-civilians-face-deep-suffering-long-conflict-fighting-forces-schools-health-facilities
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/libya-civilians-face-deep-suffering-long-conflict-fighting-forces-schools-health-facilities
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/car
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/principles-international-humanitarian-law-distinction-proportionality-have-direct-bearing
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/principles-international-humanitarian-law-distinction-proportionality-have-direct-bearing
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/norms-responsible-state-behavior-cyber-operations-should-build-international-law
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/norms-responsible-state-behavior-cyber-operations-should-build-international-law
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/ifrc-majorly-ramp-coronavirus-programmes-across-globe/
http://adore.ifrc.org/Download.aspx?FileId=289855


   

  

https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IRC  International Rescue Committee  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 
Media highlights 
Remarks 
Statement by David Miliband, President and CEO of the International Rescue Committee, 
on unfolding humanitarian catastrophe in Idlib 
February 14, 2020  
 
Statement  
Children dying from the cold in northwest Syria, says IRC 
February 12, 2020  
 
 
IRCT  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://irct.org/ 
News   12 Feb 2020  
UN Human Rights Council calls on Kenya to implement anti-torture laws  
 
 
Islamic Relief Worldwide  [to 15 Feb 2020]  
https://www.islamic-relief.org/ 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Landsea   [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Medecins du Monde   [to 15 Feb 2020]  
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Mercy Corps [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
Press Releases 
February 13, 2020  
Statement on UN Security Council Adoption of Resolution on Libya 
   Megan Doherty, Senior Director of Policy and Advocacy: Yesterday’s UN Security Council resolution is 
a necessary first...  
 
February 10, 2020  

https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/statement-david-miliband-president-and-ceo-international-rescue-committee-unfolding
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/statement-david-miliband-president-and-ceo-international-rescue-committee-unfolding
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/children-dying-cold-northwest-syria-says-irc
https://irct.org/
https://irct.org/media-and-resources/latest-news/article/1016
https://www.islamic-relief.org/
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases
https://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/un-resolution-libya


   

  

Statement from Mercy Corps CEO Beth deHamel in Response to the President’s Budget 
Request 
   "We are disappointed that the Trump Administration has proposed cutting U.S. foreign aid, ignoring 
growing global... 
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 15 Feb 2020]  
http://www.msf.org/ 
Latest [Selected Announcements] 
Epidemics and pandemics  
Supporting preparedness efforts to fend off coronavirus  
Voices from the Field 14 Feb 2020  
 
Epidemics and pandemics  
Providing materials, engaging communities in the COVID-19 coron… 
Project Update 14 Feb 2020  
   Specialised medical protective equipment from Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) is on its way to 
Wuhan Jinyintan hospital in the capital city of Hubei province, China, the epicentre of the current 
coronavirus COVID-19 outbreak. 
   “As of 14 February, there are more than 64,000 COVID-19 cases, 99 per cent of which are in China,” 
says Gert Verdonck, MSF’s Emergency Coordinator for COVID-19. “Medical protective equipment is key. 
So, we want to contribute to supporting frontline health workers with the specialised protection they 
need to work safely in an outbreak of this magnitude.”… 
 
Iraq  
Extending a helping hand in Iraqi health facilities  
Project Update 14 Feb 2020  
 
Epidemics and pandemics  
MSF update on COVID-2019 coronavirus outbreak  
Project Update 14 Feb 2020  
 
Liberia  
Community awareness and treatment changes lives for those with epilepsy… 
Interview 13 Feb 2020  
 
Central American Migration  
Escaping violence into danger – no way out for Central American mi… 
Press Release 11 Feb 2020  
 
Central American Migration  
Report: No way out - The humanitarian crisis for Central Am… 
Report 11 Feb 2020  
 
 
Operation Smile  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office 
Program Schedule 

https://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/beth-dehamel-statement-US-budget-request
https://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/beth-dehamel-statement-US-budget-request
http://www.msf.org/
https://www.msf.org/supporting-preparedness-efforts-fend-covid-19-coronavirus
https://www.msf.org/msf-responds-covid-19-coronavirus-outbreak
https://www.msf.org/epidemics-and-pandemics
https://www.msf.org/epidemics-and-pandemics
https://www.msf.org/china
https://www.msf.org/msf-supports-local-health-facilities-treating-wounded-southern-iraq
https://www.msf.org/msf-update-2019-ncov-coronavirus-outbreak
https://www.msf.org/community-awareness-and-treatment-changes-lives-epilepsy-patients-liberia
https://www.msf.org/escaping-violence-danger-no-way-out-central-american-migrants-mexico
https://www.msf.org/report-no-way-out-central-american-migration
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office
http://www.operationsmile.org/approach/program-schedule


   

  

Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve every 
opportunity for safe surgical care.  
 
  
OXFAM [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://www.oxfam.org/en/ 
Selected News/Announcements   
African leaders have let African women down - Oxfam' s reaction to the AU Summit 
11 February 2020 
While we are encouraged by the Chair statements and the Summit deliberations, Oxfam believes that 
African leaders have let African women down, in their effort to end the conflict and find a peaceful 
resolution to years of brutality and violence that ripped the continent. 
   
Locusts swarm into northern Uganda as Oxfam looks toward a $5m humanitarian response 
across region 
10 February 2020 
Locust infestations have just hit two new districts in northern Uganda as they continue to plague 
Kenya, Ethiopia and Somalia, and threaten Sudan and South Sudan. There are also reports of the 
swarms now in Tanzania. Oxfam is ramping up response. 
   
Oxfam welcomes its 20th independent affiliate member, KEDV, in Turkey 
10 February 2020 
Oxfam International’s Board of Supervisors formally approved Kadin Emegini Degerlendirme Vakfi 
(KEDV) as its 20th and newest affiliate member on Dec 4. KEDV has been an Oxfam observer member 
since November 2017. 
 
 
Norwegian Refugee Council   [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://www.nrc.no/ 
Latest news from NRC 
New caravans of Central Americans fleeing violence 
Published 10. Feb 2020|Edited 07. Feb 2020  
   Despite being deported at the Mexican border earlier this year, many Central Americans are 
embarking on the dangerous journey again in search of safety.  
 
 
Pact  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://www.pactworld.org/  
Latest News 
February 13, 2020 
Pact, U.S. Department of Labor announce new project in Colombian sugar and cut flower 
sectors  
   The only way that the surprise of flowers and candy on Valentine’s Day gets any sweeter is when 
they feel as good to give as they do to get. In a new $5.. 
 
 
Partners In Health  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://www.pih.org/blog   

https://www.oxfam.org/en/
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/african-leaders-have-let-african-women-down-oxfam-s-reaction-au-summit
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/locusts-swarm-northern-uganda-oxfam-looks-toward-5m-humanitarian-response-across
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/locusts-swarm-northern-uganda-oxfam-looks-toward-5m-humanitarian-response-across
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http://www.nrc.no/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2020/february/protection-needed-for-new-caravans-of-central-americans-fleeing-violence/
http://www.pactworld.org/
https://www.pactworld.org/news/pact-us-department-labor-announce-new-project-colombian-sugar-and-cut-flower-sectors
https://www.pactworld.org/news/pact-us-department-labor-announce-new-project-colombian-sugar-and-cut-flower-sectors
http://www.pih.org/blog


   

  

News  
Feb 14, 2020  
Silver Bullet for Care Delivery? Invest in Nurses and Midwives  
   Dr. Sheila Davis reflects on WHO's decision to name 2020 the Year of the Nurse and Midwife, and 
why it matters for the future of global health. Read More  
 
 
PATH  [to 15 Feb 2020]  
https://www.path.org/media-center/  
Selected Announcements 
Statement on the Administration's Fiscal Year 2021 Budget Request 
February 11, 2020 by PATH  
The following is a statement from Heather Ignatius, PATH's Director for Policy and Advocacy, on the 
release of the Administration's Fiscal Year 2021 Budget Request. 
  “For the fourth year in a row, the Administration's Fiscal Year 2021 budget request includes extensive 
cuts to global health programs—totaling more than $3 billion—at the U.S. Agency for International 
Development (USAID), the State Department, and at the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC). 
   These cuts would hamper U.S. efforts to combat diseases such as HIV/AIDS, polio, and measles. 
They also impact the ability of our partners like the Global Fund and the World Health Organization 
(WHO) to work alongside us, putting additional lives at risk and reducing America's own security and 
standing in the world. 
   However, the request is not all bad. One positive inclusion that we applaud is the strong signal of 
support for Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance and for USAID and CDC’s global health security programs. These 
investments are necessary to help some of the poorest countries afford live-saving vaccines, and at the 
same time help these countries become better prepared to stop deadly or debilitating infectious 
diseases before they spread to our borders. 
   The best way to keep our nation safe and promote America’s interests around the world is not by 
scaling back the very investments that ensure our safety and security. We urge Members of Congress 
to continue the decades of bipartisan support for these critical investments, and fully fund global health 
and development programs." 
 
 
Plan International/BORNEfonden  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Save The Children [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://www.savethechildren.net/news 
15 February 2020 - Yemen 
Death of 30 civilians, including children, shows conflict in Yemen is not slowing down 
 
13 February 2020 - Myanmar 
All warring parties in Myanmar must keep children protected and schools out of the line of 
fire 
 
13 February 2020 - Syria 
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SYRIA: Humanitarian catastrophe in Idlib as thousands of children displaced in sub-zero 
temperatures 
 
13 February 2020 - Global 
Children in conflict at highest risk of violence since records began 
 
11 February 2020 - Bangladesh 
Tragic drowning of Rohingya caused by desperation 
 
 
SOS-Kinderdorf International  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Tostan  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://www.tostan.org 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Women for Women International  [to 15 Feb 2020]  
https://www.womenforwomen.org/ 
February 14, 2020  
Changing Social Norms One Conversation at a Time  
   In eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), 120 graduates of our signature training program 
have been trained as ‘Change Agents’ - advocates for women and girls in their communities, who are 
leading efforts to combat violence against women and improve women’s economic participation. 
Change Agents work in groups within their village, identifying the key barriers facing women and 
advocating for change. 
 
 
World Vision  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://wvi.org/ 
Newsroom  
Displaced Children Die in Freezing Winter Conditions in Idlib  
Thursday, February 13, 2020  
 
:::::: 
 
Electronic Frontiers Foundation 
https://www.eff.org/updates?type=press_release 
Press Release | February 12, 2020  
EFF Fights to Protect Anonymity of Glassdoor Commenter 
   San Francisco – The Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF) is asking a state court to protect the 
identity of an anonymous Glassdoor commenter who is being targeted by their former employer. EFF 
filed a motion to quash a subpoena for identifying information of its client after the cryptocurrency 
exchange company... 
 

https://www.savethechildren.net/news/syria-humanitarian-catastrophe-idlib-thousands-children-displaced-sub-zero-temperatures
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/syria-humanitarian-catastrophe-idlib-thousands-children-displaced-sub-zero-temperatures
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/children-conflict-highest-risk-violence-records-began
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/children-conflict-highest-risk-violence-records-began
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/tragic-drowning-rohingya-caused-desperation
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/tragic-drowning-rohingya-caused-desperation
https://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/news
http://www.tostan.org/latest-news
https://www.womenforwomen.org/
https://www.womenforwomen.org/blogs/changing-social-norms-one-conversation-time
http://wvi.org/newsroom
https://www.wvi.org/newsroom/syria-crisis-response/displaced-children-die-freezing-winter-conditions-idlib
https://www.eff.org/updates?type=press_release
https://www.eff.org/press/releases/eff-fights-protect-anonymity-glassdoor-commenter
https://www.eff.org/document/motion-quash-2


   

  

Press Release | February 10, 2020  
EFF, Internet Society, and Professors To Discuss Controversial Sale of the .ORG Registry 
   Washington, D.C.—The Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF) and advocates for public interest 
organizations will participate tomorrow in an open discussion about a controversial plan by the 
nonprofit Internet Society to sell the .ORG domain registry to private equity firm Ethos Capital. EFF and 
hundreds of .ORGs oppose the $1.1 billion transaction... 
 
 
Freedom House [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://freedomhouse.org/news 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Human Rights Watch  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://www.hrw.org/ 
Featured Commentary, Announcements, Statements 
February 13, 2020  
Interview: Finally, Sudan’s Ex-Dictator al-Bashir May Face Justice  
   Justice may finally be catching up with Sudan’s former president, Omar al-Bashir, long wanted by the 
International Criminal Court (ICC) for alleged genocide, crimes against humanity, and war crimes in 
Darfur. On February 11, Sudan’s transitional authorities announced they will cooperate with the ICC. 
Elise Keppler, associate director of Human Rights Watch’s international justice program, speaks with 
Amy Braunschweiger about how this potentially game-changing announcement came about. 
 
Asia 
February 12, 2020 News Release 
Vietnam: LGBT Youth Unprotected 
 
Asia 
February 13, 2020   Dispatches 
Christians Abducted, Attacked in Bangladesh Refugee Camp 
Brad Adams  
Asia Director  
 
Asia 
February 12, 2020  News Release 
Afghanistan: Sexual Assaults Go Unpunished 
 
 
Transparency International  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases 
14 Feb 2020  
U.S. should support global efforts to tackle financial crime 
- Transparency International strongly urges the Administration to show its support for new and 
meaningful beneficial ownership standards at the FATF plenary meetings in Paris.  
 
14 Feb 2020  

https://www.eff.org/press/releases/eff-internet-society-and-professors-discuss-controversial-sale-org-registry
https://freedomhouse.org/news
https://www.hrw.org/
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Guatemala’s president must veto oppressive civil society reforms 
- A set of unconstitutional amendments passed by Guatemala's congress on Wednesday pose a serious 
risks to Guatemala’s democracy and the rights of its citizens to participate freely in their society.  
 
::::: 
 
ChildFund Alliance  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://childfundalliance.org/ 
News/ Statements 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
CONCORD  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://concordeurope.org/  
Latest News and Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
The Elders  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://theelders.org/news-media 
Selected Press Releases and Major Announcements 
News 
Marking Nelson Mandela's release: 30 years on 
11 Feb 2020 
   30 years on from Nelson Mandela's release from prison, we recall The Elders' memories of their 
founder. 
 
 
Evidence Aid   [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://www.evidenceaid.org/ 
February 11, 2020 
Coronavirus resources 
Claire Allen  
   The outbreak of the Coronavirus is leading to a rapidly expanding and evolving literature. Evidence 
Aid is compiling links to entry points for this literature and will include these on this web page. If you 
have any suggestions for other resources that we might consider linking to, please let us know. 
 
 
Gavi [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://www.gavi.org/ 
News  
United States endorses Gavi with recommendation of US$ 1.16 billion, four-year 
commitment 
:: The United States Agency for International Development (USAID) has announced a commitment of 
US$ 1.16 billion in funding for Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance for fiscal years 2020 to 2023  
:: Gavi aims to immunise 300 million additional children, saving more than 7 million lives  
:: Dr Seth Berkley: Gavi advances sustained country ownership and strengthens global health security 

https://www.transparency.org/news/pressrelease/guatemalas_president_must_veto_oppressive_civil_society_reforms
https://childfundalliance.org/
http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/
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http://www.evidenceaid.org/
https://www.evidenceaid.org/coronavirus-resources/
https://www.gavi.org/
https://www.gavi.org/news/media-room/united-states-endorses-gavi-recommendation-us-116-billion-four-year-commitment
https://www.gavi.org/news/media-room/united-states-endorses-gavi-recommendation-us-116-billion-four-year-commitment


   

  

   Washington, DC, 10 February 2020 – Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, welcomes the US Administration’s 
announcement to commit US$ 1.16 billion to the Alliance for the fiscal years 2020 to 2023, exceeding 
its previous pledge in 2015. The commitment appeared in the President’s Fiscal Year 2021 budget 
request today and is subject to Congressional approval. 
   “This announcement is an important vote of confidence for Gavi’s mission and model,” said Dr Seth 
Berkley, Gavi’s CEO. “It will go a long way to help us build on our successful efforts over the last 20 
years to provide the poorest, most vulnerable children in the world with the essential vaccines they 
need to survive and thrive. US support will also allow us to continue helping countries take ownership 
of their immunisation systems and sustain them in the future, which is central to Gavi’s model.”… 
 
 
Getty Conservation Institute   [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://www.getty.edu/research/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Global Fund  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/ 
News & Stories 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Hilton Prize Coalition [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/ 
02/13/2020  Blog 
Climate Change and Inequality: Cultivating Resiliency in State and Federal Child Welfare 
Programs and Policies: HPC Fellow, Lindsay Harrington, SOS Children’s Villages USA 
 
 
ICVA - International Council of Voluntary Agencies   [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://icvanetwork.org/ 
Latest resources, events, content 
ICVA Annual Conference 2020: Protecting principled humanitarian action: an honest 
conversations on risk  
March 18, 2020 - 8:30am to 6:00pm 
Le Centre International de Conférences Genève 
 
UNICEF-NGO Consultation 2019 Report  
February, 2020 
 
 
InterAction  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://www.interaction.org/ 
Latest Updates 
Crises & Countries in Conflict  
The Rohingya Crisis is Not Just Bangladesh’s Responsibility 
Carrie Hessler-Radelet, Sam Worthington  
Feb 11, 2020  
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U.S. Foreign Assistance  
Robust foreign assistance funding is fundamental to America’s global leadership 
InterAction  
Feb 10, 2020  
 
:::::: 
 
3ie  International Initiative for Impact Evaluation [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://www.3ieimpact.org/ 
Publication 
Impacts of vouchers for households affected by displacement in the Democratic Republic 
of Congo  
   Impact evaluation Brief 3ie 2020 This brief is based on the findings of a 3ie-supported impact 
evaluation measuring the impacts of support to households for better adult mental health, child health, 
social cohesion and resilience. 
 
 
CHS Alliance  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://chsalliance.org/ 
New website no longer posts press releases or announcements. 
 
 
Development Initiatives   [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://devinit.org/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
::::::  
 
Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action 
(ALNAP)     [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://www.alnap.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CERAH – Geneva Centre for Education and Research in Humanitarian Action  [to 15 Feb 
2020] 
https://cerahgeneve.ch/events/news/ 
CERAH News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre 
LATEST PRESS RELEASES 
No new digest content identified. 
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EHLRA/R2HC/HIF   [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Groupe URD   [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://www.urd.org/en/ 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Humanitarian Studies Association  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://ihsa.info/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
INEE – an international network for education in emergencies   [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://www.ineesite.org/en/news 
News 
Children’s Needs and Rights Must be Considered During all Phases of Conflict – UN 
Secretary-General  
Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict 
12 February 2020  
   The inclusion of the specific needs and rights of children into peace negotiation and mediation efforts 
should be more systematic highlights the new Practical guidance for mediators to protect children in 
situations of armed conflict-03 
 
 
Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP)  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://phap.org/ 
Association news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Sphere  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://spherestandards.org/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Start Network [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs 
News and Blog 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
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Brookings 
http://www.brookings.edu/ 
Accessed 15 Feb 2020 
Latest Research 
Report  
Inequality in the digital era 
Zia Qureshi 
Thursday, February 13, 2020  
 
Health Care Policy  
Health care in President Trump’s fiscal year 2021 budget 
Matthew Fiedler, Loren Adler, and Christen Linke Young 
Thursday, February 13, 2020  
 
Technology & Innovation  
Protecting privacy in an AI-driven world 
Cameron F. Kerry 
Monday, February 10, 2020  
 
Report  
Next generation urban planning: Enabling sustainable development at the local level 
through voluntary local reviews (VLRs) 
Anthony F. Pipa and Max Bouchet 
Sunday, February 9, 2020  
 
 
Center for Global Development    [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center 
Publications, News and Events 
February 13, 2020 
Expert Recommendations for US and Global Preparedness for COVID-19 
   The novel coronavirus outbreak that emerged in late 2019 has infected tens of thousands in China, 
community transmission is feared in other countries, and containment looks increasingly unlikely. 
The Center for Global Development  
 
 
CSIS  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://www.csis.org/ 
Selected Reports 
Report 
The FY2021 Defense Budget Request: A Dysfunctional Set of Strategic Blunders 
   February 13, 2020 | Anthony H. Cordesman The recently released FY2021 Defense Budget Request 
lacks the strategy to enhance national security beyond providing funds for individual military services, 
writes CSIS’s Burke Chair in Strategy.  
 
 
ODI   [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://www.odi.org/  
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Selected Press Releases & Reports 
Statement: Boris Johnson’s cabinet reshuffle – ODI response 
Press release | 13 February 2020 
   We welcome the appointments of Anne-Marie Trevelyan as International Development Secretary and 
Alok Sharma as Business Secretary and President of COP26. 
 
The new development diplomacy in middle-income countries: the changing role of 
traditional donors in India 
Research reports and studies | February 2020 | Nilima Gulrajani, Emma Mawdsley and Supriya 
Roychoudhury 
   This report assesses new development diplomacy in light of the economic growth of middle-income 
countries. 
 
Making it work: lesbian, bisexual and transgender women’s economic empowerment in the 
Philippines 
Research reports and studies | February 2020 | Moizza Binat Sarwar, Abigail Hunt, Soumya 
Chattopadhyay and Maroz Ramos 
   Report from UNDP, ODI and Galang exploring lesbian, bisexual and transgender women's economic 
empowerment in the Philippines. 
 
Regional bodies supporting national-level evidence-informed decision-making on vaccines 
Briefing papers | February 2020 | Anne L. Buffardi, Rachel A. Archer and Samuel Sharp 
   A range of regional bodies support national decision-making processes related to immunisation and 
public health policy, this brief profiles five bodies. 
 
 
RoRI [Research on Research Institute]  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://researchonresearch.org/ 
We're an open and independent new initiative providing data, analysis and intelligence on how to make 
research systems more strategic, open, diverse and inclusive. 
News and Events 
Anne-Marie Coriat to become RoRI Co-Chair 
[Undated] 
   We're thrilled to announce the appointment of Dr Anne-Marie Coriat as Co-Chair of the Research on 
Research Institute (RoRI). Anne-Marie has over 20 years' experience working across research funders 
in strategic planning, policy, operational delivery and funding, and is currently the Head of UK/EU 
Research Landscape at the Wellcome Trust. 
 
 
Urban Institute   [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://www.urban.org/publications 
Publications 
Evidence on The Benefits of Expanded Access to Family and Medical Leave  
Elisabeth Jacobs, senior fellow, testified before the U.S. House of Representatives Committee on 
Education and Labor, Worker Protections Subcommittee at a hearing on “Balancing Work, Health, and 
Family: The Case for Expanding the Family and Medical Leave Act.” Her testimony highlighted research 
on the FMLA and paid leave policies.  
Elisabeth Jacobs 
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February 11, 2020  
Testimony 
  
How Have Teacher Pensions Changed since the Great Recession?  
Most states provide less generous pensions to teachers hired in 2018 than to teachers hired in 2008. 
Over the past decade, 43 states raised the contributions that teachers must make to their retirement 
plan or cut the retirement benefits they will receive. Nearly one-half of state teacher plans raised the 
age at which teachers can begin collecting their pension, and nearly one-third reduced the share of 
salary that a pension  
Richard W. Johnson, Erald Kolasi 
February 10, 2020  
Brief 
  
New Hampshire’s Experiences with Medicaid Work Requirements: New Strategies, Similar 
Results  
In June 2019, New Hampshire began requiring beneficiaries to report work and community 
engagement hours as a condition of eligibility for its Medicaid expansion program, Granite Advantage, 
becoming the second state to do so following Arkansas’ work requirements implemented a year earlier. 
Though state officials implemented numerous strategies to try and avoid the problems experienced in 
Arkansas – where over 18,000 Medicaid  
Ian Hill, Emily Burroughs, Gina Adams 
February 10, 2020  
Research Report 
  
 
The Wistar Institute   [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://www.wistar.org/news/press-releases 
Press Release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Economic Forum    [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/ 
Media 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
*                      *                       *                        * 
 
 

:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will primarily monitor press/media releases announcing key initiatives and new research from a 
growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, humanitarian 
response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended to be exhaustive, but 
indicative.  
 
 

Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/ 
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News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Blue Meridian Partners [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/ 
Blue Meridian Partners is a new capital aggregation collaboration that plans to invest at least $1 billion 
in high-performance nonprofits that are poised to have truly national impact for economically 
disadvantaged children and youth.  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Annie E. Casey Foundation   [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clinton Foundation  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements 
Press Release  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Co Impact   [to 15 Feb 2020] 
www.co-impact.io 
Co-Impact is a global philanthropic collaborative for systems change focused on improving the lives of 
millions of people around the world. 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Ford Foundation  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://www.fordfoundation.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
J. Paul Getty Trust  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://news.getty.edu/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press 

http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/
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No new digest content identified. 
 
 

Grameen Foundation    [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://grameenfoundation.org/stories/press-releases 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/  
Latest Updates  
Dr. Jane Flegal joins the Hewlett Foundation’s Environment Program as program officer on 
U.S. climate and clean energy   
   MENLO PARK, Calif. – On March 2, 2020, Dr. Jane Flegal will be joining the William and Flora Hewlett 
Foundation as a program officer with the foundation’s Environment Program, focusing on grantmaking 
in the U.S. to combat climate change and support a clean energy transition. Program Director Jonathan 
Pershing announced Jane’s appointment in an email to…  
February 13, 2020  
 
Taking stock of an initial project to understand social media’s impact on democracy   
Madison Initiative  
By Daniel Stid  
February 13, 2020  
 
 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
Our News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IKEA Foundation    [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/ 
Stories 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Kaiser Family Foundation  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://www.kff.org/search/?post_type=press-release 
February 11, 2020   News Release  
Visualizing Health Policy: US Statistics on Surprise Medical Billing 
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   This Visualizing Health Policy infographic looks at the experience of unexpected or “surprise” medical 
bills in the United States. Out-of-network charges typically expose individuals to higher cost-sharing 
when they use services, and may lead to balance billing – in which providers bill patients directly, and 
often unexpectedly, at a higher… 
 
 
Kellogg Foundation  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media 
Selected Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Aga Khan Foundation   [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation 
Press Releases 
12 February 2020 
Kenya's first locally-trained digital journalists awarded degrees  
 
 
MacArthur Foundation  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://www.macfound.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation   [to 15 Feb 2020] 

https://mellon.org/ 
Mellon News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://www.moore.org/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Open Society Foundations  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/newsroom 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://www.packard.org/news/ 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Pew Charitable Trusts  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
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http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room 
Press Releases & Statements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/ 
The Latest 
Komesha Fruit Fly Campaign: An Innovative Partnership to Increase Consumption of 
Mangoes in Kenya  
February 10, 2020  
Betty Kibaara Director, The Rockefeller Foundation  
Amos Kisilu Associate, The Rockefeller Foundation  
   In January, The Rockefeller Foundation’s Food Initiative launched the Komesha Fruit Fly Campaign, a 
partnership with the Government of Kenya, USAID, Research Triangle Institute and others to support 
fruit fly control and create pest-free areas to reduce post-harvest losses in mangos. “Komesha” is a 
Swahili word for stop or destroy… 
 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/  
Latest News and Highlights 
Precarious Work Schedules and Population Health  
February 14, 2020  
   Unstable and unpredictable work schedules are associated with poor health outcomes in adults, 
complexity and informality in child-care arrangements, and behavioral problems in young children. 
 
 
Science Philanthropy Alliance   [to 15 Feb 2020] 
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/ 
“…a group of organizations working together to increase philanthropic support for basic scientific 
research on a global basis…” 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SDG Philanthropy Platform 
http://sdgfunders.org/ 
SDG Philanthropy Platform is a collaboration between philanthropy and the greater international 
development community led by Foundation Center, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
and Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, and supported by the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, Ford 
Foundation and the MasterCard Foundation, the Brach Family Foundation, and other key organizations 
such as Asociación de Fundaciones Empresariales (AFE) in Colombia, Brach Family Charitable 
Foundation, CAF America, Council on Foundations, East Africa Association of Grantmakers (EAAG), 
European Foundation Centre, Filantropi Indonesia (FI), GlobalGiving, The Humanitarian Forum, World 
Congress of Muslim Philanthropists, and Worldwide Initiatives for Grantmaker Support (WINGS). 
Selected Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
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Alfred P. Sloan Foundation  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://sloan.org/about/press  
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
News | 13 February 2020  
Wellcome pledges £10 million to tackle novel coronavirus (COVID-19) epidemic  
   Wellcome is making a pledge of up to £10 million to accelerate research and support global efforts to 
tackle the ongoing COVID-19 epidemic. 
 
News | 11 February 2020  
Jim Smith to resume his role as Wellcome's Director of Science in May 2020  
   Jim Smith, who has been leading Wellcome's Science Review since January 2019, is returning to his 
role as Director of Science as the review is almost complete. 
 

:::::: 
 
Candid [formerly Foundation Center and GuideStar]  [to 15 Feb 2020 
https://candid.org/about/press-room?fcref=pg 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Council on Foundations  [to 15 Feb 2020] 
https://www.cof.org/newsroom 
Newsroom 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
*                       *                       *                        * 
 
 

:: Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in human 
rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be exhaustive. We will 
add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon recommendation from 
readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content but note that successful access 
to some of the articles and other content may require subscription or other access arrangement unique 
to the publisher. Please suggest additional journals you feel warrant coverage. 
 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
February 2020 Volume 48, Issue 2, p123-238  
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
February 2020 Volume 58, Issue 2, p165-312  
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
February 2020  11(2) 
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
Volume 102, Issue 1, 2020 
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/14761645/102/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
4 February 2020 Vol: 172, Issue 3  
http://annals.org/aim/issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Antiquity – A Review of World Archeology 
Latest Issue: Issue 372 - December 2019 
https://antiquity.ac.uk/latest 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed 15 Feb 2020) 
Development of the WHO-INTEGRATE evidence-to-decision framework: an overview of 
systematic reviews of decision criteria for health decision-making  
Decision-making in public health and health policy is complex and requires careful deliberation of many 
and sometimes conflicting normative and technical criteria. Several approaches and tools, such as 
multi-c...  
Authors: J. M. Stratil, R. Baltussen, I. Scheel, A. Nacken and E. A. Rehfuess 
Citation: Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 2020 18:8  
Content type: Review 
Published on: 11 February 2020 
 
 
BMJ Global Health 
February 2020 - Volume 5 - 2 
https://gh.bmj.com/content/5/2 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 15 Feb 2020) 
Assessing and treating complex mental health needs among homeless youth in a shelter-
based clinic  
Rates of homelessness have been increasing in recent years, thereby necessitating a more direct 
approach to treating this complex social problem. Homeless youth have disproportionately high rates of 
untreated ...  
Authors: Dominika A. Winiarski, Anne K. Rufa, Dawn T. Bounds, Angela C. Glover, Kristin A. Hill and 
Niranjan S. Karnik 
Citation: BMC Health Services Research 2020 20:109  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 11 February 2020 
 
 
BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 15 Feb 2020) 
Tuberculosis among economic migrants: a cross-sectional study of the risk of poor 
treatment outcomes and impact of a treatment adherence intervention among temporary 
residents in an urban district in Ho Chi Minh City, Viet Nam  
Tuberculosis (TB) remains a major cause of avoidable deaths. Economic migrants represent a 
vulnerable population due to their exposure to medical and social risk factors. These factors expose 
them to higher ri...  
Authors: Luan Nguyen Quang Vo, Andrew James Codlin, Rachel Jeanette Forse, Hoa Trung Nguyen, 
Thanh Nguyen Vu, Vinh Van Truong, Giang Chau Do, Lan Huu Nguyen, Giang Truong Le and Maxine 
Caws 
Citation: BMC Infectious Diseases 2020 20:134  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 12 February 2020 
 
 
BMC Medical Ethics  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 
(Accessed 15 Feb 2020)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Medicine 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content 
(Accessed 15 Feb 2020)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 

http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content
https://bmchealthservres.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12913-020-4953-9
https://bmchealthservres.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12913-020-4953-9
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http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content 
(Accessed 15 Feb 2020) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Public Health 
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles 
(Accessed 15 Feb 2020) 
Loneliness and social isolation interventions for older adults: a scoping review of reviews  
Loneliness and social isolation are growing public health concerns in our ageing society. Whilst these 
experiences occur across the life span, 50% of individuals aged over 60 are at risk of social isolation 
and one-third will experience some degree of loneliness later in life. The aim of this scoping review was 
to describe the range of interventions to reduce loneliness and social isolation among older adults that 
have been evaluated; in terms of intervention conceptualisation, categorisation, and components. 
Authors: Olujoke A. Fakoya, Noleen K. McCorry and Michael Donnelly 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2020 20:129  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 14 February 2020 
 
 
BMC Research Notes  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content 
(Accessed 15 Feb 2020) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Open 
January 2020 - Volume 10 - 1 
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Bulletin of the World Health Organization   
Volume 98, Number 2, February 2020, 77-148 
https://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/98/2/en/ 
Special theme: accelerating universal health coverage 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Child Care, Health and Development  
Volume 46, Issue 2   Pages: 155-248  March 2020 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13652214/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Child Abuse and Neglect: The International Journal 
February 2020    Volume 100 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/child-abuse-and-neglect/vol/100/suppl/C 
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Child Trafficking: Global Health Care Issues, Perspectives, and Solutions 
Edited by Jordan Greenbaum, Karen Albright, Carmelle Tsai 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Clinical Therapeutics 
January 2020 Volume 42, Issue 1, p1-236  
http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Clinical Trials 
Volume 17 Issue 1, February 2020  
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/ctja/17/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Conflict and Health 
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 15 Feb 2020] 
Nowhere to go: disclosure and help-seeking behaviors for survivors of violence against 
women and girls in South Sudan  
Despite high rates of violence against women and girls (VAWG) in conflict and humanitarian contexts, 
many survivors do not tell anyone about their experience or seek help from support r services (e.g. 
health, ...  
Authors: Maureen Murphy, Mary Ellsberg and Manuel Contreras-Urbina 
Citation: Conflict and Health 2020 14:6  
Content type: Research 
Published on: 12 February 2020 
 
 
Contemporary Clinical Trials 
Volume 89   February 2020 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/contemporary-clinical-trials/vol/89/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The CRISPR Journal 
Volume 2, Issue 6 / December 2019 
https://www.liebertpub.com/toc/crispr/2/6 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Current Genetic Medicine Reports 
Volume 8, Issue 1, March 2020 
https://link.springer.com/journal/40142/8/1 
Bioinformatics 
Network Analysis for Complex Neurodegenerative Diseases 

http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/current
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/ctja/17/1
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Claudia Manzoni, Patrick A. Lewis, Raffaele Ferrari 
Abstract 
Purpose of Review 
Biomedicine is witnessing a paradigm shift in the way complex disorders are investigated. In particular, 
the need for big data interpretation has led to the development of pipelines that require the 
cooperation of different fields of expertise, including medicine, functional biology, informatics, 
mathematics and systems biology. This review sits at the crossroad of different disciplines and surveys 
the recent developments in the use of graph theory (in the form of network analysis) to interpret large 
and different datasets in the context of complex neurodegenerative diseases. It aims at a professional 
audience with different backgrounds. 
Recent Findings 
Biomedicine has entered the era of big data, and this is actively changing the way we approach and 
perform research. The increase in size and power of biomedical studies has led to the establishment of 
multi-centre, international working groups coordinating open access platforms for data generation, 
storage and analysis. Particularly, pipelines for data interpretation are under development, and network 
analysis is gaining momentum since it represents a versatile approach to study complex systems made 
of interconnected multiple players. 
Summary 
We will describe the era of big data in biomedicine and survey the major freely accessible multi-omics 
datasets. We will then introduce the principles of graph theory and provide examples of network 
analysis applied to the interpretation of complex neurodegenerative disorders. 
…. 
Conclusions 
The research community is witnessing a very productive moment in biomedicine, experiencing an 
exponential growth in the amount of data that is generated with many initiatives taking place to 
improve the way we analyse data to extract biologically meaningful information to be translated for the 
benefit of medical practice. Of course, even if the computational power, the statistical approaches and 
the mathematics of graph theory are available, such paradigm shift in basic and applied research is still 
in its infancy. There still are levels of complexity that need to be overcome; for example, networks are 
more static than dynamic objects, where both edges and nodes can reconfigure themselves as in the 
real biological context [76•], and many omics datasets still lack that critical cell specificity type of 
information that would be necessary to draw more comprehensive functional conclusions. A specific 
initiative called Dialogue for Reverse Engineering Assessment and Methodology (DREAM) challenge 
(http://dreamchallenges.org) has been launched in 2006 as a crowdsourcing effort, where teams from 
all over the world are competing to develop the best performing pipelines to address compelling, big 
data problems in biomedicine. Analytical pipelines are being generated at a fast pace; however, these 
will need to stand the test of time; particularly, the next critical step will be validating the in silico 
findings, thus develop useful functional systems to model disease and highlight efficient endpoints for 
therapeutic drug intervention. 
 
 
Current Opinion in Infectious Diseases 
February 2020 - Volume 33 - Issue 1  
https://journals.lww.com/co-infectiousdiseases/pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Developing World Bioethics 
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Volume 19, Issue 4  Pages: 187-247  December 2019 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14718847/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Development in Practice  
Volume 30, Issue 1, 2020 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cdip20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Development Policy Review 
Volume 38, Issue 1  Pages: 1-158  January 2020 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14677679/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disability and Rehabilitation: Assistive Technology 
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Billions of dollars are lost annually in health research that fails to create meaningful benefits for 
patients. Engaging in research co-design – the meaningful involvement of end-users in research – may 
help a...  
Authors: Peter Slattery, Alexander K. Saeri and Peter Bragge 
Citation: Health Research Policy and Systems 2020 18:17  
Content type: Review 
Published on: 11 February 2020 
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Number 76,  January 2020  
https://odihpn.org/magazine/the-crisis-in-yemen/ 
The Crisis in Yemen 
by HPN  
This edition of Humanitarian Exchange focuses on the crisis in Yemen. Since the war there began in 
2014, thousands of civilians have been killed or injured and air strikes and ground operations have 
destroyed hospitals, schools and critical infrastructure. An estimated 80% of Yemenis need 
humanitarian assistance. 
 
In the lead article, Laurie Lee highlights the critical role Yemenis and Yemeni organisations are playing 
in addressing the humanitarian challenges in the country, and how NGOs can better support them. 
Genevieve Gauthier and Marcus Skinner reinforce this point with reference to two local organisations, 
the Yemen Women’s Union and Al Hikma. Warda Saleh, the founder of another Yemeni grassroots 
organisation, discusses the increased risk of gender-based violence facing women and girls, while 
Ibrahim Jalal and Sherine El Taraboulsi-McCarthy focus on internal displacement and the opportunities 
for a more effective humanitarian response. Reflecting on child protection programming in Yemen, 
Mohammed Alshamaa  and Amanda Brydon conclude that multisectoral approaches with local 
authorities result in better and more sustainable outcomes. Padraic McCluskey and Jana Brandt 
consider the ethical dilemmas Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) faced in trying to balance quality and 
coverage in a mother and child hospital in Taiz. Lindsay Spainhour Baker and colleagues reflect on the 
challenges involved in gathering and analysing information on the humanitarian situation while Lamis 
Al-Iryani, Sikandra Kurdi and Sarah Palmer-Felgate discuss the findings from an evaluation of the 
Yemen Social Fund for Development (SFD) Cash for Nutrition programme. An article by Kristine 
Beckerle and Osamah Al-Fakih details Yemeni and international organisations’ efforts to document and 
mitigate harm to civilians caught up in the conflict. The edition ends with a piece by Fanny Pettibon, 
Anica Heinlein and Dhabie Brown outlining CARE’s advocacy on the arms trade. 
 
Finally, readers will note that this edition is shorter than usual, largely because it was very difficult to 
persuade potential authors to write on the Yemen crisis. Many of the individuals and organisations we 
contacted were either too busy responding or were concerned that writing frankly about their work 
could negatively affect their operations. HPN has covered many similarly sensitive contexts in 
Humanitarian Exchange over the last 26 years, but this is the first time we have experienced such 
reluctance to engage. A worrying sign. 
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Special issue on the mental health and psychosocial wellbeing of Rohingya refugees 
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JAMA  
February 11, 2020, Vol 323, No. 6, Pages 491-580  
http://jama.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx 
Viewpoint 
Sharing Health Care Data With Digital Giants - Overcoming Obstacles and Reaping Benefits 
While Protecting Patients  
Robert M. Wachter, MD; Christine K. Cassel, MD  
JAMA. 2020;323(6):507-508. doi:10.1001/jama.2019.21215  
   This Viewpoint proposes principles of security, transparency, and privacy to guide data-sharing 
agreements between clinical organizations and digital technology companies as both seek electronic 
health record (EHR) data to grow their business and improve health care delivery and outcomes. 
 
Artificial Intelligence in Health Care - A Report From the National Academy of Medicine  
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   This Viewpoint summarizes the 2019 AI in Healthcare report from the National Academy of Medicine 
(NAM), which reviews best practices for AI development, adoption, and maintenance and urges 
prioritization of equity, inclusion, and human rights in AI health system implementation. 
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February 2020, Vol 174, No. 2, Pages 109-217  
http://archpedi.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx 
Viewpoint 
Digital Media Use in Children - Clinical vs Scientific Responsibilities  
Dillon Browne, PhD; Darcy A. Thompson, MD, MPH; Sheri Madigan, PhD  
   In the wake of the dramatic shifts in the landscape of digital media, there has been an uptick in 
research examining its putative consequences. In the public arena, the implications of this research 
have often been presented as consequential or trivial. Those who argue that there are consequential 
links between child “screen use” (ie, television, device or application use, and/or gaming) and delays or 
deficits in child developmental health (ie, physical, socioemotional, or cognitive)1,2 support the need 
for screen use guidelines to help moderate its use in children. Conversely, some researchers have 
argued that the magnitude of the associations is trivial3 and call for no limits on screen use. As is often 
the case in public discourse, these respective camps have become polarized and a moderate stance is 
lacking. That is, digital media is a remarkable and exciting tool for human advancement, but like many 
good things, it can also be problematic or harmful when used in certain ways. 
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Gender Norms and Adolescent Health 
Edited by Margaret Greene, George Patton  
Editorial 
Adolescence and Gender Equality in Health 
Margaret E. Greene, George Patton 
S1–S2 
Published in issue: January 2020 
   …This supplement takes a welcome step forward in understanding the emergence and consequences 
of gender norms among adolescents. Yet, the articles also illustrate our limited investment in norms 
research. A common feature of the articles is the use of measures defined and data collected for other 
purposes. Many other aspects of adolescent health risks are likely to be linked to gender norms. Petroni 
et al. [17], for example, recently noted the links with suicide and self-harm, now, astoundingly, the 
major global cause of death in adolescent girls. Kapungu et al. [18] took the analysis further and made 
recommendations about the value of a gender lens in adolescent mental health research, prevention 
and service delivery, and mental health policy. 
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   Through the inclusion of gender equity in the Sustainable Development Goals, the health needs of 
young women and girls have achieved greater prominence with targets around violence against 
women, universal access to education and sexual and reproductive health care, and equal political and 
economic participation [19,20]. Where such targets have been pursued, they have been accompanied 
by striking gains in maternal health for girls and young women, and often, the benefits extend to their 
children [21]. Although girls and young women have been the major focus of attention, that agenda 
remains far from complete. Indeed, technological change, including the rise of social media, may have 
introduced new risks related to the focus on physical appearance in seeking a gender ideal. For boys 
and young men, work on gender norms has just begun. They have much to contribute to achieving 
gender equality: the benefits for their own health and well-being in doing so are likely to be great. 
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Research article  Open access 
Experimental long-term effects of early-childhood and school-age exposure to a 
conditional cash transfer program 
Teresa Molina Millán, Karen Macours, John A. Maluccio, Luis Tejerina 
Article 102385 
Highlights 
:: The 13-year impacts of a CCT program in Honduras on education are positive for very wide age 
ranges. 
:: Exposure to the CCT at primary school ages increases secondary school completion and the 
probability of reaching university. 
:: Children exposed during early childhood also have substantive gains for grades attained and current 
enrollment for others. 
:: Educational gains are, however, more limited for the indigenous. 
:: Exposure to the CCT increased the probability of international migration for young men. 
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Original Articles 
Provider Experience Recommending HPV Vaccination Before Age 11 Years 
Providers had positive experiences recommending HPV vaccination before age 11 years. Routine 
recommendation before age 11 years may offer advantages related to fewer shots per visit, fewer 
missed opportunities, and reduction of parental concerns related to sexual activity. 
Dea L. Biancarelli, Mari-Lynn Drainoni, Rebecca B. Perkins 
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Editorial 
Appropriate care for pregnant women in Ebola outbreaks 
The Lancet 
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Clinical features of patients infected with 2019 novel coronavirus in Wuhan, China 
Chaolin Huang, et al 
 
Epidemiological and clinical characteristics of 99 cases of 2019 novel coronavirus 
pneumonia in Wuhan, China: a descriptive study 
Nanshan Chen, et al 
 
A familial cluster of pneumonia associated with the 2019 novel coronavirus indicating 
person-to-person transmission: a study of a family cluster 
Jasper Fuk-Woo Chan, er al 
 
  
The Lancet Child & Adolescent Health 
Feb 2020   Volume 4  Number 2  p91-166, e5 
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanchi/issue/current 
Review 
Health determinants of adolescent criminalisation 
Nathan Hughes, et al 
Summary  
Several conditions related to health and development in adolescence can increase the risk that a young 
person will be exposed to the criminal justice system. Such determinants include neurodevelopmental 
disability, poor mental health, trauma, and experiences of maltreatment. Furthermore, the risk of 
exposure to the criminal justice system seems to be amplified by social marginalisation and inequality, 
such that young people are made susceptible to criminal behaviour and criminalisation by a 
combination of health difficulties and social disadvantages. This Review presents evidence on the 
health determinants of criminalisation among adolescents, providing a persuasive case for policy and 
practice reform, including for investment in approaches to prevent criminalisation on the basis of health 
and developmental difficulties, and to better address related needs once within a criminal justice 
system.  
 
Viewpoint 
Ensuring the rights of children with neurodevelopmental disabilities within child justice 
systems 
Nathan Hughes, et al 
Summary  
A recent UN general comment on criminal justice systems includes guidance to state parties regarding 
the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child for children with developmental delays 
or neurodevelopmental disorders or disabilities. This guidance asserts that these children “should not 
be in the child justice system at all”, but when present “should be individually assessed” to enable 
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appropriate safeguards and accommodations to ensure the protection of their rights without 
discrimination. In this Viewpoint, we examine the significant barriers faced by children who are affected 
by neurodevelopmental disabilities to the realisation of their rights under international law and 
standards. These barriers include systemic and cultural barriers created by a lack of awareness among 
justice professionals about how to identify and work with children who have neurodevelopmental 
disabilities, as well as procedural barriers, which arise from the complexity and rigidity of many criminal 
justice processes. The effect of these barriers is that the child is denied their rights on an equal basis 
with other children without such disabilities.  
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   World leaders and international donors must strengthen the most vulnerable nations’ health-care 
systems. 
 
Editorial | 12 February 2020  
Irreproducibility is not a sign of failure, but an inspiration for fresh ideas  
   The history of metrology holds valuable lessons for initiatives to reproduce results — and for efforts 
to enhance trust in research. 
 
World View | 11 February 2020  
Coronavirus: hospitals must learn from past pandemics  
   Use techniques honed during the SARS, H1N1 and Ebola epidemics to separate sick and well, keep 
workers safe and prepare for the next outbreak, says Nahid Bhadelia 
Nahid Bhadelia 
 
Review Article | 12 February 2020  
The promise and challenge of therapeutic genome editing  
   The scientific, technical and ethical aspects of using CRISPR technology for therapeutic applications 
in humans are discussed, highlighting both opportunities and challenges of this technology to treat, 
cure and prevent genetic disease. 
Jennifer A. Doudna 
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   The US Food and Drug Administration is sticking to its plan to carry out mandatory premarket review 
of all gene-edited livestock, irrespective of trait risk. It should rethink. 
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   As the outbreak of a deadly new coronavirus in China and its rapid spread is rattling countries, only 
the collective international experience and advances derived from past outbreaks can accelerate its 
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Volume 21 Issue 2, February 2020 
https://www.nature.com/nrg/volumes/21/issues/2 
Review Article | 05 November 2019  
The genetics of human ageing  
   Bringing together different strands of genetic research, including results from recent large-scale 
genome-wide association studies relevant to human ageing, the authors highlight how genetics can 
further our understanding of the underlying mechanisms of ageing. 
David Melzer, Luke C. Pilling & Luigi Ferrucci 
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Novel vaccine technologies for the 21st century  
   New approaches to vaccine development have generated exciting results over the past 18 months. 
Focusing on respiratory syncytial virus infection, influenza and tuberculosis, Fauci and Mascola discuss 
the impact of structure-based vaccine design, gene-based vaccine platforms and advances in adjuvant 
development. 
John R. Mascola  & Anthony S. Fauci 
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The Magic of Randomization versus the Myth of Real-World Evidence 
R. Collins, L. Bowman, M. Landray, and R. Peto 
   Nonrandomized observational analyses have been promoted as alternatives to randomized clinical 
trials. However, randomization ensures balance between groups, whereas nonrandomized studies are 
often biased by between-group differences. Efforts to reduce the cost and complexity of clinical trials 
are preferable to relying on observational studies. 
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Commentaries 
Vaccination Policies and Disease Incidence Across the Pond: Implications for the United 
States  
Sean T. O’Leary, Yvonne A. Maldonado 
Pediatrics, Feb 2020, 145 (2) e20192436  
 
Special Article 
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Sekine, Miriam C.J.M. Sturkenboom, Mark A. Turner, Robert M. Califf 
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Tom D. Harwood, Mario Herrero, Andrew J. Hoskins, Erica Johnson, William B. Karesh, Catherine 
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Veridical data science  
Inaugural Article 
Bin Yu and Karl Kumbier 
PNAS first published February 13, 2020. https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1901326117  
Significance 
Predictability, computability, and stability (PCS) are three core principles of data science. They embed 
the scientific principles of prediction and replication in data-driven decision making while recognizing 
the central role of computation. Based on these principles, we propose the PCS framework, including 
workflow and documentation (in R Markdown or Jupyter Notebook). The PCS framework aims at 
responsible, reliable, reproducible, and transparent analysis across fields of science, social science, 
engineering, business, and government. It can be used as a recommendation system for scientific 
hypothesis generation and experimental design. In particular, we propose (basic) PCS inference for 
reliability measures on data results, extending statistical inference to a much broader scope as current 
data science practice entails. 
Abstract 
Building and expanding on principles of statistics, machine learning, and scientific inquiry, we propose 
the predictability, computability, and stability (PCS) framework for veridical data science. Our 
framework, composed of both a workflow and documentation, aims to provide responsible, reliable, 
reproducible, and transparent results across the data science life cycle. The PCS workflow uses 
predictability as a reality check and considers the importance of computation in data collection/storage 
and algorithm design. It augments predictability and computability with an overarching stability 
principle. Stability expands on statistical uncertainty considerations to assess how human judgment 
calls impact data results through data and model/algorithm perturbations. As part of the PCS workflow, 
we develop PCS inference procedures, namely PCS perturbation intervals and PCS hypothesis testing, 
to investigate the stability of data results relative to problem formulation, data cleaning, modeling 
decisions, and interpretations. We illustrate PCS inference through neuroscience and genomics projects 
of our own and others. Moreover, we demonstrate its favorable performance over existing methods in 
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terms of receiver operating characteristic (ROC) curves in high-dimensional, sparse linear model 
simulations, including a wide range of misspecified models. Finally, we propose PCS documentation 
based on R Markdown or Jupyter Notebook, with publicly available, reproducible codes and narratives 
to back up human choices made throughout an analysis. The PCS workflow and documentation are 
demonstrated in a genomics case study available on Zenodo. 
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In this conceptual article with illustrative data, we suggest that it is useful to rank island nations as 
potential refuges for ensuring long‐term human survival in the face of catastrophic pandemics (or other 
relevant existential threats). Prioritization could identify the several island nations that are most 
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prioritization methodology and as an initial demonstration, we then provide example rankings by 
considering 20 sovereign island states (all with populations greater than 250,000 and no land borders). 
Results describe each nation in nine resilience‐relevant domains covering location, population, 
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