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:: Week in Review  
A highly selective capture of strategic developments, research, commentary, analysis and 
announcements spanning Human Rights Action, Humanitarian Response, Health, Education, Holistic 
Development, Heritage Stewardship, Sustainable Resilience. Achieving a balance across these broad 
themes is a challenge and we appreciate your observations and ideas in this regard. This is not 
intended to be a "news and events" digest. 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Auschwitz – ICC 
 
Reflections of the President of the ICC, Judge Chile Eboe-Osuji, on the 75th Anniversary of 
Auschwitz Liberation: 'Never Again' Must Not Be a Meaningless Mantra  
Statement   26 January 2020  
… Today, 27 January 2020, the world marks the 75th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz. It is 
right that world leaders should gather together as they did last Thursday to mark the anniversary. And 
we must all reflect. 
 
A guiding ethos of the world order following World War II – that was coeval with the Holocaust – was 
engraved in the commitment of 'never again'. Yes, it bears repeating that the Holocaust remains the 
paradigm testament of the human capacity for evil. As a global undertaking, however, 'never again' 
was meant to stand against human atrocities of even lesser scale – so that humanity is never again to 
endure atrocity on the scale of the Holocaust. But, did 'never again' really mean anything? Or was it 
merely a self-serving salve to the world's apathy and gutlessness that appeased and pleased a regime 
that hijacked the genius and might of one of the most powerful nations on earth, to commit a brand of 
evil that debased us all? It may be significant that in the decades following the liberation of Auschwitz, 
the world witnessed other atrocities – in the forms of war crimes, crimes against humanity and, yes, 
genocide. 
 
It was to take events like the genocide against Rwandan Tutsis, and crimes against 
humanity committed in the former Yugoslavia, for the world finally to take firm action that 
gives concrete instrument to the 'never again' undertaking. That was the creation of the 
International Criminal Court. 
 
As an actionable undertaking, 'never again' is a defiant pledge indeed. It communicates a promise of 
arduous struggle against an opposing foe — evil. It is in that light that the political attacks deployed 
against the ICC — since it commenced its work in 2002 — oddly make some sense. The ICC must be 
allowed to do its work undistracted by attacks directed against it in obvious strategy to intimidate. But 
it may well be wishful thinking to hope for an end to political attacks against the Court: as there is no 
readily available strategy to stop such attacks, short of those occasions when a particular attack 
crosses the line into the territory of a distinct offence prosecutable under article 70 of the Rome 
Statute.  
 
We are thus left to recognise the significance of these political attacks. It is in the nature of the 
ICC's mandate to attract resistance – and the resistance shows that the court is making a 
difference. It shows that the court cannot be ignored by those whose preference is to leave innocent 
victims at the mercy of heinous crimes. 

https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=200127-statement-president
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=200127-statement-president


   

  

 
Yes, it is in the very mandate of the Court to get in the way of atrocities — to stand against 
them. And, yes, it is better for the Court to draw the ire of potential forces of violations — and of those 
who see an interest in condoning such violations — than that their hellfire is allowed to rain 
unobstructed upon defenceless, innocent victims. Thus, comfort may be taken in the realisation that 
the political attacks against the ICC are a veritable signal that the Court is doing its work as it should – 
precisely by engaging in the very struggle that is inherent in the vow of 'never again'. 
 
The vow requires the world to stand hard and resolute against the danger of anti-Semitism and all 
other kinds of racism and religious bigotry — which always carry in their logic the associated risk of 
atrocity crimes motivated by them. The ICC is a newfound global instrument through which the world 
can take that stand. 
 
From the perspective of the ICC the vow of 'never again' is a shared responsibility regarding which the 
ICC stands ready to play its part. That part requires the ICC to put itself between the victims and the 
atrocities that the world had in mind when creating the ICC — even if this means brooking political 
attacks against the Court itself. 
 
And, for its part, the world must continue to support and nurture – in the most robust way – that 
institution of accountability that it established as a monument to the actionable vow that the world 
should 'never again' allow our shared humanity to endure a genocide, crimes against humanity, war 
crimes and the crime of aggression – without effective objection. 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
A Data Revolution for All  
Mike Froman Vice Chairman and President, Strategic Growth, Mastercard  
Dr. Rajiv J. Shah President, The Rockefeller Foundation  
January 28, 2020  
It has now been almost two decades since the original launch of DATA.org, a non-profit 
that marshaled $100 billion in debt forgiveness for poor countries, and another $50 billion 
in contributions for health and development. In a world with more data and data-science 
expertise than ever, it’s time to revive that innovative spirit. 
 
Science has revolutionized medicine and agriculture over the last 100 years, particularly for the poorest 
of the poor. Achievements ranging from the treatment of hookworm to the green revolution attest to 
its power. 
 
Looking ahead, data science has even greater potential to revolutionize everything from how we treat 
disease to how we build more inclusive economies. History shows us that when the power of science 
and technology is brought to bear on society’s greatest challenges, millions of lives can be improved… 
 
…Transforming the role of data in addressing major social and economic issues is not a job for any one 
person or organization. We must build on the successes of those who have come before. In 2002, a 
group of innovative social entrepreneurs, together with anti-poverty advocates and the Irish rock 
musician and philanthropist Bono, launched DATA.org, a nonprofit committed to alleviating debt, 
fighting AIDS, and reducing trade inequalities in Africa. In what ultimately became the ONE Campaign, 

https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/blog/a-data-revolution-for-all/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/people/mike-froman/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/people/rajiv-shah/


   

  

they galvanized support for poverty alleviation by focusing on real-world data, and by advocating 
evidence-based approaches to development. 
 
At the time, these efforts broke new ground by recognizing the power of data to address society’s 
greatest challenges. In partnership with millions of activists around the world, the coalition behind 
DATA.org facilitated the cancellation of $100 billion of debt owed by poor countries, marshaled $50 
billion in contributions for health and development aid, and pushed for trade deals that helped millions 
of vulnerable families. 
 
But, although data are ubiquitous, and the opportunities offered by the data revolution are even larger, 
not everyone is poised to gain from it equally. Once again, we need a bold effort to bridge the gap and 
ensure that the most vulnerable are not left behind. 
 
With that challenge in mind, and with the support of DATA.org’s original founders, The 
Rockefeller Foundation and Mastercard are relaunching DATA.org to serve as a platform 
for partnerships to expand further the field of data science for social impact, and to ensure 
that non-profit and civic organizations are well-positioned to take advantage of the data 
revolution. 
 
By relaunching the platform, we hope to use data to tackle homelessness, improve access 
to social benefits, and support community health workers worldwide. Those on the front lines 
of efforts to improve public health, fight poverty, and solve many other problems will have improved 
access to data scientists who can help them maximize their impact. Most importantly, this will be done 
in a way that brings more people and organizations together to effect positive social change, all while 
adhering to principles of responsible data use. 
 
Expanding the field of data science for social impact is a shared global effort. It will take 
collaboration from all sectors to ensure that the nearly 2.5 quintillion bytes of data being 
produced every day have a positive social impact. Just as DATA demonstrated the promise 
of evidence-driven policies for development 18 years ago, the relaunch of the platform this 
month will create new momentum for tackling the world’s biggest challenges. 
 
The data revolution must benefit all. Together, we can make 2020 the year that partnerships began to 
extend the promise of a data-driven economy to everyone, everywhere. 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Livelihoods – Universal Basic Income 
 
Exploring Universal Basic Income : A Guide to Navigating Concepts, Evidence, and 
Practices 
World Bank   Feb 2020 
Universal basic income (UBI)—defined as a transfer that is provided universally, unconditionally, and in 
cash—holds an attractive promise of change across many lines. These include coverage potential, 
fairness in social contracts, power relations in labor markets, and gender equity, among others. It may 
speak, for some, to the appetite for social justice generated by glaring and growing inequalities in 
societies. From this standpoint, a UBI engenders interest as a societal ideal to which to aspire, and not 

http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/jobsanddevelopment/publication/exploring-universal-basic-income-a-guide-to-navigating-concepts-evidence-and-practices
http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/jobsanddevelopment/publication/exploring-universal-basic-income-a-guide-to-navigating-concepts-evidence-and-practices


   

  

merely a program. For others, a UBI is poised to mitigate the effects of purported massive job losses 
from automation, streamline the chaotic plethora of state-provided schemes, or empower people by 
redirecting natural resource–related revenues from public coffers to citizens. 
 
Currently, no country has a UBI in place, although there have been (and still are) several small-scale 
pilots and a few larger-scale experiences. Only two countries—Mongolia and the Islamic Republic of 
Iran—had a national UBI in place for a short period of time.  The large majority of UBI pilots are 
variants of targeted schemes. For example, the proposal by Felman et al. (2019) on a “quasi-universal 
basic rural income” for India is simply a variant of a traditional guaranteed minimum income program. 
There are systemwide questions—around financing, inflation, linkages to pensions, relationship to 
minimum wages, and the political economy—that pilots cannot fully answer. 
 
A UBI is a program to be delivered in cash, unconditionally, and to everyone. Its design features—all in 
cash, no conditions, and no targeting—challenge current practices to varying degrees. 
 
The rationale for making transfers universal rests on five main arguments. First, by not establishing 
eligibility criteria (besides perhaps citizenship or established residency and age, e.g., for those above 
age 18), universality circumvents the contentious issue of exclusion and inclusion errors that are 
inherent in needs-based targeting. Under a UBI, there would be no such errors, as everybody is 
included by design, hence achieving substantial expansions in coverage. 
 
Second, universality may eliminate any stigma affecting beneficiaries. Third, by changing the default 
position of people from being potential beneficiaries (subject to eligibility verification) to guaranteed 
recipients, there may be fewer transaction costs involved in accessing benefits (e.g., there is no need 
to spend time in applying), and various economic and psychological benefits stemming from a stable 
source of income over time (e.g., stress reduction, empowerment, avoiding taking desperate actions 
out of economic hardship). Fourth, a universal transfer would be more labor compatible than most 
programs, as it removes the price effect of transfers (i.e., the reduction in labor supply to avoid a 
reduction in benefits). And finally, universality may strengthen programs’ political sustainability as 
beneficiaries (and voters) would draw from the entire income distribution. The case against the “U” in 
UBI rests principally on cost, fit for purpose, and a different appreciation of the magnitude of its 
possible benefits. 
 
So where would a UBI be more or less likely to be an appropriate option? Analysis, based on both 
generation of new results and extensive review of the theoretical and operational literature, points to 
some stylized implications for different contexts.  
 
These could be summarized as follows: 
:: Where social assistance provides relatively adequate benefits, substantial coverage, and 
slight to marked progressivity, policymakers could consider tackling specific bottlenecks that hamper 
eligibility, access, coverage, or delivery within the existing system. If a UBI is to be considered, it may 
have to be motivated by objectives other than poverty-related ones (e.g., automation-driven job 
insecurity, social dividends, etc.) 
 
:: Where coverage is high, but not progressive, a UBI could be considered an option, 
although some vulnerable (age) groups may suffer from the shift. 
 



   

  

:: Where social assistance is limited but provided progressively, a UBI would extend 
coverage but also flatten the distribution. If budget neutral, this means “less money for more people,” 
and likely “less at the bottom.” 
 
:: Where social assistance is patchy and flat or regressive, a UBI could be an option to 
expand coverage if financed via progressive income taxation, elimination of energy subsidies, or 
redistribution of windfall revenues. Most low-income countries may not display those financing 
features; but some middle-income, resource-rich countries may do so. 
 
:: For a typical low-income setting, a UBI could expand coverage, but is clearly financially 
daunting. Other factors, such as diversity in contexts at the subnational level (e.g., remote areas with 
little connection to markets, etc.), may also suggest the need for design flexibility (e.g., a balance of 
in-kind and cash transfers, sensible ways to account for children, etc.), thus possibly making the rigid 
design of a UBI less palatable. 
 
The prominence of ideological forces and different expectations suggests the need for a balanced and 
evidence-based approach. This report does not aim to provide strict prescriptions for or against a UBI, 
but instead a framework within which to think about it. The report aims to provide a compass to help 
navigate key issues, elucidate trade-offs, and offer new data and analysis to better inform choices 
around the appropriateness and feasibility of a UBI in different contexts-- primarily in the context of 
low- and middle-income countries. 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Peace, Stability, Human Rights 
 
NGOs warn U.S. Middle East Plan risks exacerbating instability and rights violations 
Palestine | 29. Jan 2020  
As humanitarian, development, and religious organisations serving Palestinians in the West Bank and 
Gaza, we fear the US Middle East Plan may spark an escalation in violence and entrench violations of 
international humanitarian and human rights law.  
 
We urge the international community to pursue a resolution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict in line 
with human rights and international law that guarantees safety for all of the region’s people. 
 
The situation facing Palestinians is already critical. Nearly half of Palestinians living in the West Bank 
and Gaza need humanitarian assistance. More than two thirds of Gaza’s population is food insecure and 
90 percent lack access to clean water through the public water network. The health system in Gaza is 
on the verge of collapse and unemployment levels are unsustainable yet continue to increase – 
especially among women and youth. Any path forward must address this urgent and stark reality. 
 
Any move to annex territory, transfer property, restrict movement, or limit access to goods and 
services following the plan’s disclosure would be in violation of international law. We condemn any acts 
of violence emboldened by, or in reaction to, the plan or any party’s response to it. 
 

https://www.nrc.no/news/2020/january/ngos-warn-us-middle-east-plan-risks-exacerbating-instability-and-rights-violations/


   

  

We call on the United States to support Israelis and Palestinians by opposing violence, ensuring respect 
for international law, defending human rights, and continuing to support lifesaving humanitarian 
assistance. 
 
Signed, 
Catholic Relief Services 
CARE USA 
Global Communities 
Islamic Relief – USA 
Lutheran World Federation 
Norwegian Refugee Council 
Mennonite Central Committee US Washington Office 
Mercy Corps 
Oxfam America 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Humanitarian Response – Research in Emergencies 
 
Research in global health emergencies: our call for action 
News   28 Jan 2020 
Nuffield Council on Bioethics 
Following a two-year international inquiry, we issued a Call for Action to research funders, 
governments, and others involved in health research systems for a more ethical and collaborative 
approach to conducting research during emergencies. 
 
The Call for Action is as follows:  
We want to maximise the contribution that scientifically robust, ethical research can make to improving 
the health of people affected by emergencies.  
 
We are issuing a call for action to research funders, governments and others to: 
:: Ensure that research is not supported unless the basic health needs of research participants are 
being addressed through the response effort. Research funders will need to work in partnerships with 
humanitarian organisations and ministries of health to ensure this. 
:: Invest in putting community engagement mechanisms into emergency research to make them a 
reality. In the longer term, engagement must be a central part of local healthcare systems to ensure 
sustainability and preparedness. 
:: Promote fair and equitable collaborations between research organisations, particularly between 
external research institutions and their local partners in high- and low-income settings. 
:: Support emergency planning - including securing robust health and health research systems - given 
the vital importance of properly resourced preparedness between emergencies.  
 
The Call for Action is supported by international research institutions and organisations including:  
International Rescue Committee  
The African Academy of Sciences 
Wellcome 
Médecins Sans Frontières UK 

https://www.nuffieldbioethics.org/news/our-call-to-action-to-ensure-research-is-carried-out-ethically-in-global-health-emergencies


   

  

London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine  
Elrha - a global humanitarian research charity  
Fundação Oswaldo Cruz (Fiocruz)  
Geneva Centre for Education and Research in Humanitarian Action 
University of Oxford, Medical Sciences Division 
 
Research in global health emergencies 
Nuffield Council on Bioethics 
January 2020 
PDF:  https://www.nuffieldbioethics.org/assets/pdfs/RGHE_full_report1.pdf 
In January 2020, we published the findings of a two year in-depth inquiry into the ethical issues 
relating to research in global health emergencies. The inquiry was run by an international working 
group which gathered evidence and experience from many contributors across the globe. 
 
Better evidence about what helps or doesn’t help during an emergency is needed in order to improve 
the response to global health emergencies. Research conducted during an emergency itself plays a 
crucial role in obtaining this evidence, and helps support the immediate response, as well as learning 
for the future. 
 
The aim of the report is to identify ways in which research can be undertaken ethically during 
emergencies, in order to promote the contribution that ethically-conducted research can make to 
improving current and future emergency preparedness and response.  
 
We have made 24 recommendations to ‘duty bearers’ such as research funders, research organisations, 
governments, and researchers. These are summarised in our call for action. We suggest changes that 
would align their policies and practices more closely to three core values of fairness, equal respect, and 
helping reducing suffering. The report presents these values in the form of an ‘ethical compass’ to 
guide the conduct of the very wide range of people involved in research in global health emergencies. 
You can download the full report, short report and overview of the report in the left-hand navigation on 
this page. The overview is available in Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Portuguese and Spanish. You 
can also read the short report online. 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Featured Journal Content 
 
Science  
31 January 2020  Vol 367, Issue 6477 
http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl 
Policy Forum 
Progress in natural capital accounting for ecosystems 
By Lars Hein, Kenneth J. Bagstad, Carl Obst, Bram Edens, Sjoerd Schenau, Gem Castillo, Francois 
Soulard, Claire Brown, Amanda Driver, Michael Bordt, Anton Steurer, Rocky Harris, Alejandro Caparrós 
Science31 Jan 2020 : 514-515 Restricted Access 
Summary 
Reversing the ongoing degradation of the planet's ecosystems requires timely and detailed monitoring 
of ecosystem change and uses. Yet, the System of National Accounts (SNA), first developed in 

https://www.nuffieldbioethics.org/publications/research-in-global-health-emergencies
https://www.nuffieldbioethics.org/assets/pdfs/RGHE_full_report1.pdf
https://www.nuffieldbioethics.org/publications/research-in-global-health-emergencies/about-the-working-group
https://www.nuffieldbioethics.org/publications/research-in-global-health-emergencies/about-the-working-group
https://www.nuffieldbioethics.org/publications/research-in-global-health-emergencies/evidence
https://www.nuffieldbioethics.org/news/our-call-to-action-to-ensure-research-is-carried-out-ethically-in-global-health-emergencies
https://www.nuffieldbioethics.org/publications/research-in-global-health-emergencies/read-the-short-report/developing-an-ethical-compass
https://www.nuffieldbioethics.org/publications/research-in-global-health-emergencies/read-the-short-report
http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/367/6477/514
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/367/6477/514


   

  

response to the economic crisis of the 1930s and used by statistical offices worldwide to record 
economic activity (for example, production, consumption, and asset accumulation), does not make 
explicit either inputs from the environment to the economy or the cost of environmental degradation 
(1, 2). Experimental Ecosystem Accounting (EEA), part of the System of Environmental-Economic 
Accounting (SEEA), has been developed to monitor and report on ecosystem change and use, using the 
same accounting approach, concepts, and classifications as the SNA (3). The EEA is part of the 
statistical community's response to move SNA measurement “beyond gross domestic product (GDP).” 
With the first generation of ecosystem accounts now published in 24 countries, and with a push to 
finalize a United Nations (UN) statistical standard for ecosystem accounting by 2021, we highlight key 
advances, challenges, and opportunities. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
EMERGENCIES 
 
Coronavirus [2019-nCoV] 
 
National Health Commission of the People's Republic of China 
Novel coronavirus cases rise to 11,791 
Updated: 2020-02-01   chinadaily.com.cn  
   The total number of confirmed cases of the novel coronavirus climbed to 11,791 as of 
midnight of Jan 31, including 259 deaths and 243 who had recovered and been discharged from the 
hospital, according to the National Health Commission. 
   A total of 17, 988 suspected cases were reported as of Friday. At present, 136,987 close contacts of 
confirmed cases had been tracked, and among them, 118,478 are under medical observation while 
6,509 such people were freed from observation on Friday. 
   Hubei province, the center of the outbreak, reported 1,347 new confirmed cases and 45 new deaths 
on Jan 31, bringing the two numbers up to 7,153 and 249 respectively, according to the province's 
health commission. 
   A total of 6,738 confirmed cases, including 956 with severe symptoms and 338 in critical condition in 
the province, are receiving treatment in isolation at designated medical institutions. 
   The provincial commission said that 41,075 close contacts of the infected are being tracked and 
36,838 of them are under medical observation. 
 
:::::: 
 
Statement on the second meeting of the International Health Regulations (2005) 
Emergency Committee regarding the outbreak of novel coronavirus (2019-nCoV) 
30 January 2020    Statement 
[Excerpts] 
Proceedings of the meeting 
…The Chair then reviewed the agenda for the meeting and introduced the presenters.  
 
Representatives of the Ministry of Health of the People’s Republic of China reported on 
the current situation and the public health measures being taken. There are now 7711 confirmed 
and 12167 suspected cases throughout the country. Of the confirmed cases, 1370 are severe and 170 
people have died. 124 people have recovered and been discharged from hospital.  

http://en.nhc.gov.cn/2020-02/01/c_76084.htm
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/30-01-2020-statement-on-the-second-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)-emergency-committee-regarding-the-outbreak-of-novel-coronavirus-(2019-ncov)
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/30-01-2020-statement-on-the-second-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)-emergency-committee-regarding-the-outbreak-of-novel-coronavirus-(2019-ncov)


   

  

 
The WHO Secretariat provided an overview of the situation in other countries. There are 
now 83 cases in 18 countries. Of these, only 7 had no history of travel in China. There has 
been human-to-human transmission in 3 countries outside China. One of these cases is 
severe and there have been no deaths… 
 
Conclusions and advice 
…The Committee also acknowledged that there are still many unknowns, cases have now been 
reported in five WHO regions in one month, and human-to-human transmission has occurred outside 
Wuhan and outside China.  
 
The Committee believes that it is still possible to interrupt virus spread, provided that countries put in 
place strong measures to detect disease early, isolate and treat cases, trace contacts, and promote 
social distancing measures commensurate with the risk. It is important to note that as the situation 
continues to evolve, so will the strategic goals and measures to prevent and reduce spread of the 
infection. The Committee agreed that the outbreak now meets the criteria for a Public 
Health Emergency of International Concern and proposed the following advice to be issued 
as Temporary Recommendations.  
 
The Committee emphasized that the declaration of a PHEIC should be seen in the spirit of support and 
appreciation for China, its people, and the actions China has taken on the frontlines of this outbreak, 
with transparency, and, it is to be hoped, with success. In line with the need for global solidarity, the 
Committee felt that a global coordinated effort is needed to enhance preparedness in other regions of 
the world that may need additional support for that.  
 
Advice to WHO 
The Committee welcomed a forthcoming WHO multidisciplinary technical mission to China, including 
national and local experts. The mission should review and support efforts to investigate the animal 
source of the outbreak, the clinical spectrum of the disease and its severity, the extent of human-to-
human transmission in the community and in healthcare facilities, and efforts to control the 
outbreak. This mission will provide information to the international community to aid in 
understanding the situation and its impact and enable sharing of experience and successful measures… 
 
Measures to ensure rapid development and access to potential vaccines, diagnostics, antiviral 
medicines and other therapeutics for low- and middle-income countries should be developed… 
  
WHO should continue to explore the advisability of creating an intermediate level of alert between the 
binary possibilities of PHEIC or no PHEIC, in a way that does not require reopening negotiations on the 
text of the IHR (2005). 
 
WHO should timely review the situation with transparency and update its evidence-based 
recommendations. 
 
The Committee does not recommend any travel or trade restriction based on the current information 
available.  
 



   

  

The Director-General declared that the outbreak of 2019-nCoV constitutes a PHEIC and 
accepted the Committee’s advice and issued this advice as Temporary Recommendations 
under the IHR.  
 
[See additional announcement text here for]: 
…To the People’s Republic of China 
…To all countries 
 
…To the global community 
As this is a new coronavirus, and it has been previously shown that similar coronaviruses required 
substantial efforts to enable regular information sharing and research, the global community should 
continue to demonstrate solidarity and cooperation, in compliance with Article 44 of the IHR (2005), in 
supporting each other on the identification of the source of this new virus, its full potential for human-
to-human transmission, preparedness for potential importation of cases, and research for developing 
necessary treatment. 
 
Provide support to low- and middle-income countries to enable their response to this event, as well 
as to facilitate access to diagnostics, potential vaccines and therapeutics.  
 
Under Article 43 of the IHR, States Parties implementing additional health measures that significantly 
interfere with international traffic (refusal of entry or departure of international travellers, baggage, 
cargo, containers, conveyances, goods, and the like, or their delay, for more than 24 hours) are obliged 
to send to WHO the public health rationale and justification within 48 hours of their implementation. 
WHO will review the justification and may request countries to reconsider their measures. WHO is 
required to share with other States Parties the information about measures and the justification 
received.   
 
The Emergency Committee will be reconvened within three months or earlier, at the discretion of the 
Director-General.  
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Emergencies 
 
Ebola – DRC+ 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
 
No new Situation Update identified 
 
:::::: 
 
POLIO   
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/ 
 
Polio this week as of 29 January 2020 

https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/30-01-2020-statement-on-the-second-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)-emergency-committee-regarding-the-outbreak-of-novel-coronavirus-(2019-ncov)
http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/


   

  

:: Want to know more about the new cVDPV2 strategy and nOPV2? have a look at the newly released 
fact-sheet which provides a summary of the current situation and the new tool under development.  
:: With the evolving public health emergency associated with the increase in new emergences of 
circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type 2, a draft decision has been made available for consideration 
by the Executive board. Read more 
 
Summary of new viruses this week (AFP cases and ES positives):  
:: Afghanistan: three WPV1 positive environmental samples 
:: Pakistan: six WPV1 cases, ten WPV1 positive environmental samples, four cVDPV2 cases and one 
cVDPV2 positive environmental sample 
:: Nigeria: two cVDPV2 positive environmental samples 
:: Democratic Republic of the Congo (DR Congo):  two cVDPV2 cases 
:: Somalia: three cVDPV2 positive environmental samples 
:: Angola: 15 cVDPV2 cases 
:: Ethiopia: one cVDPV2 positive environmental sample 
:: Philippines: one cVDPV1 case 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Editor’s Note: 
WHO has posted a refreshed emergencies page which presents an updated listing of Grade 3,2,1 
emergencies as below. 
 
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
Democratic Republic of the Congo  
:: Winning community trust in Ebola control   22 January 2020 
 
Mozambique floods   - No new digest announcements identified 
Nigeria - No new digest announcements identified 
Somalia - No new digest announcements identified 
South Sudan   - No new digest announcements identified 
Syrian Arab Republic  - No new digest announcements identified 
Yemen - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
Afghanistan - No new digest announcements identified 
Angola   - No new digest announcements identified 
Burkina Faso [in French]  - No new digest announcements identified 
Burundi  - No new digest announcements identified 
Cameroon  - No new digest announcements identified 
Central African Republic - No new digest announcements identified 
Ethiopia - No new digest announcements identified 
HIV in Pakistan - No new digest announcements identified 
Iran floods 2019 - No new digest announcements identified 
Iraq - No new digest announcements identified 

http://polioeradication.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/GPEI-nOPV-cVDPV2-strategy-fact-sheet-20200127.pdf
http://polioeradication.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/GPEI-nOPV-cVDPV2-strategy-fact-sheet-20200127.pdf
http://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/EB146/B146_21Add1-en.pdf
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cod/en/
https://www.afro.who.int/news/winning-community-trust-ebola-control
https://afro.who.int/countries/mozambique
http://www.who.int/emergencies/nigeria/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/somalia/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ssd/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/syr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/yem/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/afg/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/angola
https://www.afro.who.int/fr/countries/burkina-faso
https://www.afro.who.int/countries/burundi
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cmr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/caf/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/eth/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/pak/pakistan-news/pakistan-hiv-outbreak-in-sindh-province.html
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/irn/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/countries/irq/index.html


   

  

Libya - No new digest announcements identified 
Malawi floods - No new digest announcements identified 
Measles in Europe - No new digest announcements identified 
MERS-CoV  - No new digest announcements identified 
Myanmar  - No new digest announcements identified  
Niger - No new digest announcements identified 
occupied Palestinian territory  - No new digest announcements identified 
Sudan - No new digest announcements identified 
Ukraine - No new digest announcements identified 
Zimbabwe - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 1 Emergencies  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
Chad  - No new digest announcements identified 
Djibouti - No new digest announcements identified 
Kenya   - No new digest announcements identified 
Mali  - No new digest announcements identified 
Namibia - viral hepatitis  - No new digest announcements identified 
Tanzania  - No new digest announcements identified 
  
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – L3 Emergencies 
The UN and its humanitarian partners are currently responding to three 'L3' emergencies. This is the 
global humanitarian system's classification for the response to the most severe, large-scale 
humanitarian crises.  
Syrian Arab Republic   
:: Syrian Arab Republic: Recent Developments in Northwestern Syria Situation Report No. 7 - As of 29 
January 2020  
 
Yemen - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Corporate Emergencies 
When the USG/ERC declares a Corporate Emergency Response, all OCHA offices, branches and 
sections provide their full support to response activities both at HQ and in the field. 
CYCLONE IDAI and Kenneth –  
:: 27 Jan 2020  East Africa's locust crisis in numbers 
:: 28 January 2020   Southern Africa Humanitarian Snapshot (January 2020) 
 
EBOLA OUTBREAK IN THE DRC - No new digest announcements identified 
 

 
*                      *                       *                        * 

 

http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/lby/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/malawi
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/communicable-diseases/measles-and-rubella
http://www.who.int/emergencies/mers-cov/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mmr/en/
http://afro.who.int/fr/countries/niger
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/opt/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/sdn/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ukr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/zwe/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tcd/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/fr/countries/dji/
http://www.afro.who.int/countries/kenya
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mli/en/
http://afro.who.int/news/baseline-assessment-national-viral-hepatitis-response-namibia
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tza/en/
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/syria
https://reliefweb.int/node/3498908
https://reliefweb.int/node/3498908
https://www.unocha.org/yemen
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/southern-and-eastern-africa-rosea/cyclone-idai
https://www.unocha.org/southern-and-eastern-africa-rosea/cyclones-idai-and-kenneth
https://www.unocha.org/story/east-africas-locust-crisis-numbers
https://reliefweb.int/node/3496013
https://www.unocha.org/drc


   

  

:: Agency/Government/IGO Watch 
We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for key 
media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on regional or global 
level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific coverage is limited. Please 
suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
 
 
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly  
[to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://www.un.org/press/en 
Selected Meetings/Press Releases/Announcements 
29 January 2020  
SC/14088 
Medical Supplies Could Fall amid Spiking Violence, Dire Humanitarian Conditions in North-
West Syria, Emergency Relief Coordinator Warns Security Council 
   The senior United Nations humanitarian official deplored spiking violence and dire humanitarian 
conditions in north-western Syria today, while warning of a possible drop in available medical supplies. 
 
27 January 2020  
SG/SM/19950 
Secretary-General Marks International Day in Memory of Holocaust Victims amid 
Resurgent Antisemitism, Vowing ‘We Will Never Forget’ 
 
 
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true  
Top News 
Israel/OPT: UN expert alarmed by ‘lopsided’ Trump plan, says will entrench occupation 
 
Italy: Food system exploits smallholder farmers and workers - UN food expert 
 
DR Congo: Bachelet says new Government has “window of opportunity” after peaceful 
political transition 
 
Clarification of circumstances surrounding hacking of OHCHR systems  
 
Iraq: UN report on ISIL trials recognizes efforts and raises concerns 
 
 
United Nations Human Rights Council  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL 
Council News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Committee on the Rights of the Child [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx 
Latest News 

https://www.un.org/press/en
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sc14088.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sc14088.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm19950.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm19950.doc.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25513&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25514&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25506&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25506&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25509&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25504&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx


   

  

Committee on the Rights of the Child asks Austria about “headdress ban”, asylum-seeking 
children and hidden discrimination against vulnerable children 
31 January 2020 

Committee on the Rights of the Child, in review of the report of the State of Palestine, 
highlights the protection of children from violence 
29 January 2020 

Experts of the Committee on the Rights of the Child hail progress in Rwanda, but express 
concern about street and refugee children and worst forms of child labour 
28 January 2020 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the sale and sexual exploitation of children   [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx  
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed 
Conflict [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 
Press Release 
Yemen: SRSG for Children and Armed Conflict Welcomed the Handover of Children 
Deprived of Liberty to Civilian Actors 
Wednesday, 29 January 2020 
 
Children of Iraq Dramatically Impacted by ISIL’s Extreme Violence and Counter-Military 
Operations 
Wednesday, 29 January 2020 
 
Colombia: Inclusion of Child Protection Provisions in Peace Process Contributed to 
Decrease in Violations Against Children 
Monday, 27 January 2020 
 
 
SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict 
[to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights   [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx 
Latest news 
No new digest content identified. 
 

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25516&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25516&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25508&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25508&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25505&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25505&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/2020/01/yemen-srsg-for-children-and-armed-conflict-welcomed-the-handover-of-children-deprived-of-liberty-to-civilian-actors/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/2020/01/yemen-srsg-for-children-and-armed-conflict-welcomed-the-handover-of-children-deprived-of-liberty-to-civilian-actors/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/2020/01/children-of-iraq-dramatically-impacted-by-isils-extreme-violence-and-counter-military-operations/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/2020/01/children-of-iraq-dramatically-impacted-by-isils-extreme-violence-and-counter-military-operations/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/2020/01/colombia-inclusion-of-child-protection-provisions-in-peace-process-contributed-to-decrease-in-violations-against-children/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/2020/01/colombia-inclusion-of-child-protection-provisions-in-peace-process-contributed-to-decrease-in-violations-against-children/
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx


   

  

 
Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable 
standard of physical and mental health  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples   [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx 
Latest news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN OCHA [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://www.unocha.org/  
Selected Press Releases     
29 January 2020 
Humanitarian actors call for US$158 million to respond to the humanitarian crisis in 
eastern Ukraine] 
 
 
Centre for Humanitarian Data/HDX  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://centre.humdata.org/ 
Blog   January 29, 2020 
The New Organisations that Joined HDX in 2019 
 
 
UNICEF  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases 
Selected Statements, Press Releases, Reports 
Statement 
UNICEF Executive Director Henrietta Fore's remarks at Fighting for Breath: The Global 
Forum on Childhood Pneumonia 
As Delivered 
29/01/2020  

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx
https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases
https://reliefweb.int/node/3498058
https://reliefweb.int/node/3498058
https://centre.humdata.org/
https://centre.humdata.org/the-new-organisations-that-joined-hdx-in-2019/
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-executive-director-henrietta-fores-remarks-fighting-breath-global-forum
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-executive-director-henrietta-fores-remarks-fighting-breath-global-forum
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-executive-director-henrietta-fores-remarks-fighting-breath-global-forum
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-executive-director-henrietta-fores-remarks-fighting-breath-global-forum


   

  

 
Press release 
UNICEF ships 6 metric tons of supplies to support China’s response to Novel Coronavirus 
outbreak 
Shipment includes masks and protective suits to help contain virus 
29/01/2020  
 
Press release 
9 million children could die in a decade unless world acts on pneumonia, leading agencies 
warn 
Malnutrition, air pollution and lack of access to vaccines and antibiotics among the drivers of 
preventable deaths from pneumonia—which last year killed a child every 39 seconds 
28/01/2020  
 
Press release 
Nearly 5 million children will need humanitarian assistance in central Sahel this year as 
violence surges 
Number is projected to rise as attacks against children increase in Burkina Faso, Mali and Niger 
27/01/2020  
 
Press release 
European Investment Bank and UNICEF partner to help improve access to quality 
education and protect children from climate change 
27/01/2020  
 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html 
Selected Announcements 
UNHCR welcomes Tajikistan’s new law tackling statelessness 
30 January 2020    
   UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency, welcomes a new law in Tajikistan that allows foreign nationals and 
stateless people irregularly residing in the country to regularise their stay, by obtaining residence 
permits which will also enable them after three years to apply for Tajik citizenship… 
 
UNHCR to suspend operations at GDF in Tripoli amid safety concerns 
30 January 2020     
   UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency, announced today, Thursday, 30 January, that it is suspending its 
operational work at the Gathering and Departure Facility (GDF), fearing for the safety and protection of 
people at the facility, its staff and partners amid worsening conflict in Tripoli, Libya. 
 
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
Selected Announcements 
IOM Prepared to Support on Mobility Aspects of Coronavirus Outbreak  
2020-01-31 12:59 

https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-ships-6-metric-tons-supplies-support-chinas-response-novel-coronavirus
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-ships-6-metric-tons-supplies-support-chinas-response-novel-coronavirus
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-ships-6-metric-tons-supplies-support-chinas-response-novel-coronavirus
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-ships-6-metric-tons-supplies-support-chinas-response-novel-coronavirus
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/9-million-children-could-die-decade-unless-world-acts-pneumonia-leading-agencies
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/9-million-children-could-die-decade-unless-world-acts-pneumonia-leading-agencies
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/9-million-children-could-die-decade-unless-world-acts-pneumonia-leading-agencies
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/9-million-children-could-die-decade-unless-world-acts-pneumonia-leading-agencies
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/nearly-5-million-children-will-need-humanitarian-assistance-central-sahel-year
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/nearly-5-million-children-will-need-humanitarian-assistance-central-sahel-year
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/nearly-5-million-children-will-need-humanitarian-assistance-central-sahel-year
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/nearly-5-million-children-will-need-humanitarian-assistance-central-sahel-year
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/european-investment-bank-and-unicef-partner-help-improve-access-quality-education
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/european-investment-bank-and-unicef-partner-help-improve-access-quality-education
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/european-investment-bank-and-unicef-partner-help-improve-access-quality-education
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/european-investment-bank-and-unicef-partner-help-improve-access-quality-education
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/1/5e32a8e74/unhcr-welcomes-tajikistans-new-law-tackling-statelessness.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/1/5e32c2c04/unhcr-suspend-operations-gdf-tripoli-amid-safety-concerns.html
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-responds-humanitarian-needs-migrant-caravan-guatemala
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-responds-humanitarian-needs-migrant-caravan-guatemala
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-prepared-support-mobility-aspects-coronavirus-outbreak


   

  

Geneva – As concerns mount about the number of reported infections from a new coronavirus and its 
spread to at least 18 countries, the International Organization for Migration (IOM) stands ready to offer 
technical support to governments, in partnership with the World Health... 
 
IOM, FAO Lead Partnership for Disaster Risk Reduction in West and Central Africa  
2020-01-31 11:20 
Dakar – The number of internally displaced people in West and Central Africa has more than doubled in 
the past three years driven by climate and environmental change, fast-paced urbanization, population 
growth and conflict.   
 
Mediterranean Migrant Arrivals Reach 4,432 in 2020; Deaths Reach 68. Focus on Greece 
2020-01-28 14:05 
Geneva – IOM reports that 4,432 migrants and refugees have entered Europe by sea almost four 
weeks into the new year, down from the 5,266 arriving during the same period last year. Deaths, too 
are significantly down, at 68 men, women and children, compared with 216 at this point in January 
last... 
 
 
UNAIDS [to 1 Feb 2020]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
Selected Press Releases/Reports/Statements 
29 January 2020 
#InSpiteOf campaign reached more than a million people [Eastern Europe/Central Asia] 
 
27 January 2020 
Key population-led organizations delivering health services in Bangkok  
 
27 January 2020 
Violence faced by key populations  
   Gains have been made against HIV-related stigma and discrimination, but discriminatory attitudes 
remain extremely high in far too many countries. Discrimination can manifest in criminal laws that give 
license to discrimination, aggressive law enforcement, harassment and violence, pushing key 
populations to the margins of society and denying them access to basic health and social services, 
including HIV services. 
   Surveys and studies across regions show that large percentages of key populations are victims of 
physical and sexual violence: among 36 countries with recently available data, more than half of sex 
workers in eight countries reported experiencing physical violence… 
 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 1 Feb 2020]  
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO      
:: WHO ramps up preparedness for novel coronavirus in the African region 
31 January 2020  
   The World Health Organization (WHO) is scaling up novel coronavirus preparedness efforts in the 
African region and supporting countries to implement recommendations outlined by the International 

https://www.iom.int/news/iom-fao-lead-partnership-disaster-risk-reduction-west-and-central-africa
https://www.iom.int/news/mediterranean-migrant-arrivals-reach-4432-2020-deaths-reach-68-focus-greece
http://www.unaids.org/en
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/january/20200129_inspiteof
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/january/20200127_rsat
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/january/20200127_violence-key-populations
http://www.afro.who.int/
https://www.afro.who.int/news/who-ramps-preparedness-novel-coronavirus-african-region


   

  

Health Regulations Emergency Committee, which met in Geneva, Switzerland on 30 January. On the 
advice of the Emergency Committee, the WHO Director-General, declared the novel coronavirus 
outbreak a public health emergency of international concern (PHEIC).  
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
:: WHO declares Public Health Emergency on novel coronavirus (01/30/2020)  
:: Measles outbreak in Venezuela is under control (01/30/2020) 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
:: 27 January 2020   News release 
Readiness is the key to detect, combat spread of the new coronavirus 
   The World Health Organization South-East Asia has urged countries in the Region to remain vigilant 
and strengthen readiness to rapidly detect any case of importation of the new cor ...  
 
WHO European Region EURO  
:: Turkey earthquake: health infrastructure intact, WHO supporting emergency response 28-01-2020 
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: WHO confirms first cases of novel coronavirus (2019-nCoV) in the Eastern Mediterranean Region  
   Cairo, Egypt, 29 January 2020 – The World Health Organization (WHO) today confirmed the first 
cases of 2019-nCoV in the Eastern Mediterranean Region in the United Arab Emirates. This follows 
earlier confirmation by the Ministry of Health and Prevention of the United Arab Emirates on 29 
January… 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2019/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
Selected Press Releases/Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 

https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=466:2008-media-center-press-releases&Itemid=40108&lang=en
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15706&catid=740&Itemid=1926&lang=en
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15705&catid=740&Itemid=1926&lang=en
http://www.searo.who.int/
https://www.who.int/southeastasia/news/detail/27-01-2020-readiness-is-the-key-to-detect-combat-spread-of-the-new-coronavirus
http://www.euro.who.int/
http://www.euro.who.int/en/countries/turkey/news/news/2020/01/turkey-earthquake-health-infrastructure-intact,-who-supporting-emergency-response2
http://www.emro.who.int/
http://www.emro.who.int/media/news/who-confirms-first-cases-of-novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov-in-the-eastern-mediterranean-region.html
http://www.wpro.who.int/
https://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2019/
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html
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UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://www.unenvironment.org/ 
News 
27 Jan 2020   Press release  
Pavan Sukhdev wins 2020 Tyler Prize for Environmental Achievement 
   Nairobi, 27 January 2020 – Esteemed environmental economist and UN Environment Programme 
(UNEP) Goodwill Ambassador Pavan Sukhdev has won this year’s prestigious Tyler Prize for 
Environmental Achievement… 
 
 
UNDRR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://www.undrr.org/ 
Press Releases   30 January 2020  
Push for more disaster-resilient buildings kicks off with new scorecard  
   GENEVA, 30 January 2020 – Destruction of buildings is behind much of the death, injury and 
economic loss incurred in disaster events, according to a new initiative launched today to motivate the 
owners and operators of industrial and commercial buildings 
 
 
UN DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/  
Latest News 
New UN finance panel to push Global Goals forward 
28 January 2020, New York  
   The President of the UN General Assembly on Tuesday encouraged Member States to support a new 
panel that has been set up to help make the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) a reality, by 2030. 
   On Tuesday, Tijjani Muhammad-Bande and Mona Juul, the President of the UN Economic and Social 
Council, ECOSOC, introduced a joint initiative to establish a high-level panel on financial accountability, 
transparency and integrity, called FACTI. 
   “It is critical that Member States get behind the panel’s work, both substantively and financially”, he 
urged, noting that in light of the Decade of Action, it would help promote faster progress towards 
achieving the 2030 Agenda on Sustainable Development… 
 
 
UNESCO  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://en.unesco.org/news 
Latest News 
UNESCO holds international consultation on ancient manuscripts in the Sahel 
30 January 2020 

http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/
https://www.unenvironment.org/
https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/press-release/pavan-sukhdev-wins-2020-tyler-prize-environmental-achievement
https://www.undrr.org/
https://www.undrr.org/news/push-more-disaster-resilient-buildings-kicks-new-scorecard
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/sustainable/new-un-finance-panel.html
https://www.un.org/en/ga/
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdgs
https://www.un.org/pga/74/
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/president-ecosoc
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
http://en.unesco.org/news
https://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-holds-international-consultation-ancient-manuscripts-sahel


   

  

 
Auschwitz-Birkenau 75 years after: UNESCO Commemorates 75th anniversary of Nazi 
camp’s liberation 
30 January 2020 
 
Millions of children in Middle East and North Africa are missing out on education, UNESCO 
and WFP say 
27 January 2020 
 
 
International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS)  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://www.icomos.org/en/ 
Announcements 
New Google Platform Blazes Trail for Using Heritage to Communicate About Climate 
Change 
[Undated] 
ICOMOS is proud to announce its partnership with Google as well as with CyArk for the Heritage on the 
Edge project which aims to alert on the deterioration of the world Cultural Heritage caused by climate 
change. 
 
 
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://unhabitat.org/ 
News and Stories 
Remarks by Ms. Maimunah Mohd Sharif, United Nations Under-Secretary-General and 
Executive Director, UN-Habitat during the Kenya National Urban Forum in Kisumu, Monday 
27 January 2020 
 
 
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ILO International Labour Organization  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm 
News 
Blog 
New lives, new freedoms – how labour migration empowers Nepali women   
31 January 2020  
 
Labour Overview 
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http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm
https://iloblog.org/2020/01/31/new-lives-new-freedoms-how-labour-migration-empowers-nepali-women/


   

  

ILO: Latin America and the Caribbean experience slight increase in unemployment, which 
could get worse in 2020   
28 January 2020  
   A modest rise in unemployment at 8.1 per cent marks a labour outlook that is not positive, and could 
deteriorate this year if economic growth remains weak, says a new report from the ILO Regional Office 
for Latin America and the Caribbean. More than 25 million seek employment and do not find work in a 
region that faces growing demands for greater opportunities and equality 
 
 
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://www.icao.int/  
Latest News and Highlights  
30/1/20 
Update on ICAO’s efforts in the international Coronavirus response 
   ICAO is continuing to assist in the coordination of the international response to the Novel 
Coronavirus (2019-nCoV) outbreak through the ICAO Collaborative Arrangement for the Prevention and 
Management of Public Health Events in Civil Aviation, or ‘CAPSCA’ network of governments and 
international organizations… 
 
 
IMO International Maritime Organization  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx 
Latest Press Briefings  
IMO Secretary-General assesses progress on sulphur limit implementation 
21/01/2020  
 
 
WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release 
No new digest content identified.    
 
 
UPU  Universal Postal Union   [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://news.upu.int/no_cache/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified.    
 
 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html 
News 
No new digest content identified.    
 
 
International Organization for Standardization (ISO)  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/ 
News 
By Clare Naden on 27 January 2020  

https://www.ilo.org/caribbean/newsroom/WCMS_735506/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.ilo.org/caribbean/newsroom/WCMS_735506/lang--en/index.htm
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https://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/Update-on-ICAOs-efforts-in-the-international-Coronavirus-response.aspx
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/01_IMO-Secretary-General-assesses-progress-on-sulphur-limit-implementation.aspx
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release
http://news.upu.int/no_cache/news/
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html
https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/


   

  

Guidance for information security management systems auditors just updated  
   Keeping sensitive company information and personal data safe and secure is not only essential for 
any business but a legal imperative. Many organizations do this with the help of an information security 
management system (ISMS). The international guidance standard for auditing an ISMS has just been 
updated…ISO/IEC 27007, Information technology – Security techniques – Guidelines for information 
security management systems auditing, provides guidelines for effective audits of ISMS to ensure they 
are as robust and competent as they are intended to be. It has just been revised to ensure it remains 
fit for purpose and align it with updates to its complementary standard, ISO 19011, Guidelines for 
auditing management systems. 
 
 
UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://www.unwto.org/news 
News 
UNWTO Statement on the Novel Coronavirus Outbreak 
31 Jan 20  
   The World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) is closely monitoring developments related to the 
outbreak of novel coronavirus (2019-nCoV), both in China and worldwide and is cooperating closely 
with the World Health Organization (WHO). 
 
 
WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/ 
Press releases  
WIPO’s Beijing Treaty on Audiovisual Performances Set to Enter into Force with 
Indonesia's Ratification; Aims to Improve Livelihoods of Actors and other Audiovisual 
Performers 
   The Beijing Treaty on Audiovisual Performances received a key 30th member, allowing entry into 
force of the international agreement designed ultimately to improve earning conditions for actors and 
other audiovisual performers vital to the film products beloved by viewing publics worldwide. 
Jan 26, 2020 PR/2020/845 
 
 
CBD  Convention on Biological Diversity [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://www.cbd.int/ 
31.01.2020  
Statement by Elizabeth Maruma Mrema, Acting Executive Secretary, Convention on 
Biological Diversity, on the occasion of World Wetlands Day  
 
31.01.2020  
Due to the ongoing situation following the outbreak of the novel coronavirus 2019, the 
Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), in...  
 
:::::: 
 
USAID [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Announcements 

https://www.iso.org/news/ref2477.html
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USAID Deputy Administrator Bonnie Glick’s Remarks at a USAID-MASHAV MOU Signing 
Ceremony  
January 31, 2020 
Remarks 
   The Memorandum of Understanding that has brought us here together today illustrates the unique 
ways that democratic countries can help one another while also serving their own important political 
and economic priorities at home. Simply put, this agreement strengthens the United States and Israel’s 
commitment to Georgia’s economic prosperity. Our focus on Georgia’s agriculture sector is no accident. 
Forty percent of Georgians work in agriculture, and the United States and Israel lead the world in 
agricultural innovation. Each of our countries has integrated our respective agricultural markets into the 
global supply chain. We are better off for it, and we are eager to help Georgia similarly improve. 
 
United States Announces New Program To Support Venezuelans in Brazil  
January 29, 2020 
   Yesterday, John Barsa, the United States Agency for International Development's (USAID) Assistant 
Administrator for the Bureau for Latin America and the Caribbean, announced a new program to help 
Venezuelans who have fled oppression and despotism in their country to find economic opportunities in 
the Federative Republic of Brazil. 
 
USAID Deputy Administrator Bonnie Glick’s Keynote Address at a Community of 
Democracies Event  
January 28, 2020 
Remarks 
   USAID programs help countries resist Russia’s manipulation of their information sources, journalism, 
and overall public discourse by bolstering the capacity of their news outlets to provide professional, 
trusted coverage… and to strengthen the legal and regulatory operating environment for press 
freedom. Our support for independent media restores the power of truth to the people and away from 
malign foreign actors. 
 
 
DFID  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ECHO  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
African Union [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://www.au.int/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of Social  
Press releases 
African Union to launch the 2019 Biennial Review with its AATS 
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https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20200131/african-union-launch-2019-biennial-review-its-africa-agriculture


   

  

January 31, 2020  
   The African Union will, during the upcoming AU General Assembly, present and launch the second 
Biennial Review Report on the implementation of the June 2014 Malabo Declaration on Accelerated 
Agricultural Growth… 
 
 
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://asean.org/category/news/asean-secretariat-news/ 
Secretariat News 
ASEAN Health Sector responds to 2019 Novel Coronavirus threat 
   JAKARTA, 30 January 2020 - The Health Sector of ASEAN together with counterparts from the 
People’s Republic of China, Japan and Republic of Korea have mobilised regional cooperation 
mechanisms to respond to the rapidly-evolving threats of the 2019 Novel Coronavirus (2019-nCoV), 
since China reported the first cluster of unexplained pneumonia cases in late December 2019. These 
[...] 
 
Trading for development in the age of global value chains 
   ASEAN Secretariat today held a special lecture entitled "Trading for Development in the Age of Global 
Value Chains" which was delivered by Dr. Aaditya Mattoo, Chief Economist of the East Asia and Pacific 
Region of the World Bank. Deputy Secretary-General for the ASEAN Economic Community Dr. Aladdin 
D. Rillo opened the lecture and moderated the [...] 
 
ROK contributes US$500,000 to support ASEAN efforts in Rakhine State 
   JAKARTA, 28 January 2020 – The Republic of Korea (ROK) contributed US$ 500,000 to ASEAN in 
support of its efforts to facilitate the repatriation of the verified returnees in Rakhine State, Myanmar. 
Secretary-General of ASEAN Dato Lim Jock Hoi received the contribution from Ambassador of ROK to 
ASEAN Lim Sungnam at a handover ceremony held [...] 
 
 
European Commission [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1 
Press Releases  •   
Speech   31 January 2020 
Joint press statement by President von der Leyen with President Sassoli and President 
Michel on the withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the European Union 
 
News   29 January 2020 
Von der Leyen on 75th anniversary of the Auschwitz liberation: It's a duty to remember for 
all of us 
“We have the permanent responsibility to fight with determination any form of anti-Semitism and 
discrimination. And never, never, never forget”, Ursula von der Leyen, President of the European 
Commission said at the Commemoration of the International Holocaust Remembrance Day... 
  
Statement   27 January 2020 
Read-out of the meeting of President von der Leyen with Mr Filippo Grandi, United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees 
 
 

http://asean.org/category/news/asean-secretariat-news/
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OECD  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://www.oecd.org/  
31-January-2020 
International community renews commitment to multilateral efforts to address tax 
challenges from digitalisation of the economy  
 
 
Organization of American States (OAS)   [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://www.oas.org/en/ 
Press Releases 
Penitentiary Authorities of the Americas to meet in Santo Domingo to Address 
Humanization of Prison Systems 
January 28, 2020 
 
 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://www.oic-oci.org/  
Selected Press Releases 
Against the Background of the US Administration’s Announcement of its “Peace Plan”: OIC 
Holds on to UN Resolutions and the Arab Peace Plan  
   The Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) has followed the US Administration’s announcement 
of its plan for peace in the Middle East, and has declared that the fundamental building block towards a 
solution to the Israelo-Palestinian conflict must be firmly anchored in international law, the relevant UN 
resolutions and the Arab Peace Initiative.... 
29/01/2020 
 
OIC Organizes Jubilee Celebration Reception in New York 
   On the 50th anniversary of the establishment of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), the 
OIC Permanent Observer Mission of the OIC to the United Nations organized on 23 January 2020 a 
reception in New York. Delegates representing OIC Member States and non-Member States, as well as 
representatives from the United Nations and other international organizations and institutions, attended 
the reception.... 
28/01/2020 
 
 
Group of 77  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://www.g77.org/ 
Latest Statements and Speeches 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by H.E. Mr. Rudolph Michael Ten-Pow, Permanent 
Representative of the Co-operative Republic of Guyana to the United Nations, Chair of the Group of 77, 
at the joint briefing by the Presidents of the General Assembly and the Economic and Social Council 
(New York, 28 January 2020) 
 
:::::: 
 
UNCTAD  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives]  
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27 Jan 2020 –  
Global Actors Gather to Forge a Common Front Against Illicit Trade 
   The global economy loses more than US$2 trillion annually due to smuggling, counterfeiting, 
trafficking of humans and wildlife and other forms of illicit trade that hold back progress on the global 
development agenda. 
   To address this alarming problem, UNCTAD and the Transnational Alliance to Combat Illicit Trade 
(TRACIT) are convening the first-ever Illicit Trade Forum on 3 and 4 February at the Palais des Nations 
in Geneva… 
 
 
World Customs Organization – WCO  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://www.wcoomd.org/ 
Latest News 
31 January 2020  
Novel coronavirus (2019-nCoV) outbreak  
 
31 January 2020  
WCO supports the MENA region with the implementation of the Cross border E-commerce 
Framework of Standards  
 
 
WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
WTO News and Events 
UK notifies WTO members of withdrawal from the EU 
1 February 2020 
   The United Kingdom indicated to WTO members today (1 February) that it had withdrawn from the 
European Union and outlined the implications of this departure for itself and other WTO members. The 
official WTO communication will be sent to WTO members on Monday 3 February and will be posted at 
that time on the WTO website.  
 
:::::: 
 
IPU  Inter-Parliamentary Union   [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Court of Justice  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases 
Latest Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 

 
 
International Criminal Court (ICC)  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
Trying individuals for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/ 
Press Release   27 January 2020  
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ICC Pre-Trial Chamber invites Palestine, Israel, interested States and others to submit 
observations  
 
Statement   26 January 2020  
Reflections of the President of the ICC, Judge Chile Eboe-Osuji, on the 75th Anniversary of 
Auschwitz Liberation: 'Never Again' Must Not Be a Meaningless Mantra  
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
:::::: 
 
World Bank [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week]  
Exploring Universal Basic Income : A Guide to Navigating Concepts, Evidence, and 
Practices 
Universal basic income (UBI)—defined as a transfer that is provided universally, unconditionally, and in 
cash—holds an attractive promise of change across many lines. These include coverage potential...  
Date: February 04, 2020 Type: Publication L 
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
Globally Bangladesh is a Model for Poverty Reduction: World Bank 
DHAKA, January 29, 2020—The World Bank reiterated its commitment to help Bangladesh sustain high 
economic growth, as the World Bank Vice President for South Asia, Hartwig Schafer concluded a three-
day...  
Date: January 29, 2020 Type: Press Release 
 
 
IMF  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
African Development Bank Group  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://www.afdb.org/en 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Africa-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of No new 
digest content identified. 
African Economic Outlook 2020: Africa’s economy forecast to grow despite external shocks 
   30-Jan-2020 - Africa’s economic growth remained stable in 2019 at 3.4 percent and is on course to 
pick up to 3.9 percent in 2020 and 4.1 percent in 2021, the African Development Bank’s 2020 African 
Economic Outlook (AEO) revealed Thursday. The slower than expected growth is partly due to the 
moderate expansion of the continent’s “big five” — Algeria, Egypt, Morocco, Nigeria, and South Africa – 
whose joint growth was an average rate of 3.1 percent, compared with the average of 4.0 percent for 
the rest of the continent. 
 
The United Kingdom reaffirms its commitment to Africa’s economic transformation  

https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=pr1512
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=pr1512
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=200127-statement-president
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=200127-statement-president
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all
http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/jobsanddevelopment/publication/exploring-universal-basic-income-a-guide-to-navigating-concepts-evidence-and-practices
http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/jobsanddevelopment/publication/exploring-universal-basic-income-a-guide-to-navigating-concepts-evidence-and-practices
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2020/01/29/globally-bangladesh-is-a-model-for-poverty-reduction-world-bank
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article
https://www.afdb.org/en
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/african-economic-outlook-2020-africas-economy-forecast-grow-despite-external-shocks-33839
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/united-kingdom-reaffirms-its-commitment-africas-economic-transformation-33775


   

  

   28-Jan-2020 - The United Kingdom is the top donor to the African Development Fund (ADF), the 
Bank’s concessional lending arm for its next three-year cycle, ADF-15 (2020 – 2022), a position it has 
held for the last three replenishments. 
 
AfDB and ICRC meet to discuss implementation of new impactful partnership 
   27-Jan-2020 - The African Development Bank held talks with International Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC) Vice-President Gilles Carbonnier at the Bank’s headquarters in Abidjan on furthering their 
shared development goals. The main purpose of the meeting, held on 20 January, was to discuss 
collaboration between the institutions and share the progress made since the signing of a Bank-ICRC 
memorandum of understanding to explore partnership opportunities. 
 
 
Asian Development Bank  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://www.adb.org/news/releases 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-•  
31 Jan 2020 
ADB Unveils Venture Platform to Invest in Impact Technology Startups 
   ADB today approved the establishment of ADB Ventures, a new venture platform that will support 
and invest in startups offering impact technology solutions that contribute to the achievement of the 
Sustainabl..... 
 
 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank   [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-
level announcements are added each week] 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news 
News 
29 JAN  
Call for Proposals: Disability inclusive rural transformation project  
 
28 JAN  
Call for Proposals: Scaling up renewable energy technologies in agriculture  
 
 
Islamic Development Bank  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://www.isdb.org/ 
News 
World Food Programme and the Islamic Development Bank embark on a strategic 
partnership  
   The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) and the Islamic Development Bank (IsDB) have 
signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to set out a new framework for collaboration in areas 
of food security, nutrition and innovative investment solutions. 

https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/afdb-and-icrc-meet-discuss-implementation-new-impactful-partnership-33752
http://www.adb.org/news/releases
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-unveils-venture-platform-invest-impact-technology-startups
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/41728614
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/41726693
https://www.isdb.org/
https://www.isdb.org/news/world-food-programme-and-the-islamic-development-bank-embark-on-a-strategic-partnership
https://www.isdb.org/news/world-food-programme-and-the-islamic-development-bank-embark-on-a-strategic-partnership


   

  

28 January 2020  
 
 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 

 
:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
   We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new research and 
major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, collaborations, and initiatives 
across the human rights, humanitarian response and development spheres of action.  WE will not 
reference fundraising announcements, programs, events or appeals, and generally not include content 
which is primarily photo-documentation or video in format. 
 
 
Action Contre la Faim – Action Against Hunger  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org 
Communiqués de presse 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Alliance for International Medical Action (ALIMA)  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://www.alima-ngo.org/en/press-room 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://newsroom.amref.org/category/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Aravind Eye Care System  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://aravind.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
  
BRAC  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://www.brac.net/#news 
Latest 
Environment  
One-stop solutions for women in hard-to-reach areas 
January 26, 2020  
by Khaleda Akhter Laboni  
   Wetland regions are vulnerable to natural calamities throughout the year. BRAC’s integrated 
development programme provides training to people living in the haor region so that they can be 
climate-resilient. 
 
 

http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/
https://www.alima-ngo.org/en/press-room
http://amref.org/news/news/
https://newsroom.amref.org/category/press-releases/
https://aravind.org/
http://www.brac.net/#news
http://blog.brac.net/one-stop-solutions-for-vulnerable-women-in-hard-to-reach-areas/


   

  

CARE International  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases 
Press Releases 
“Suffering in Silence”: New CARE report highlights top 10 crises that received little to no 
media attention in 2019 
 28th Jan 2020     
   9 out of 10 most under-reported crises on the African continent / man-made climate change 
dramatically fuels displacement and hunger crises. 
 
 
Clubhouse International  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://www.drc.dk/news 
NEWS 
DRC ranked as third-best NGO worldwide 
   For the second year in a row, the Danish Refugee Council (DRC) has been recognized as the third 
best Non-Governmental Organization (NGO) in the world by independent watchdog group NGO 
Advisor. DRC has now been ranked in their top five NGOs globally for seven years running. 
28.01.2020 
 
 
ECPAT  [to 1 Feb 2020]  
http://www.ecpat.net/news 
News & Updates 
Urgent action needed to amend Nepali legislation to protect children from falling into the 
hands of online child sex offenders 
Posted on 29/01/20 
   A new briefing paper by ECPAT International highlights some of the most pressing risks of child 
sexual exploitation in Nepal. Weak laws on online exploitation, slow economic development and 
recovery from the 2015 earthquakes and potential risks from the rising trend of ‘voluntourism’ leave 
children vulnerable to different forms of sexual exploitation. 
 
 
Fountain House  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Humanity & Inclusion  [nee Handicap International]  [to 1 Feb 2020]  
https://hi.org/en/index 
All news 
Death of HI colleague Abdelsattar  
29 January 2020  

http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases
https://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases/suffering-in-silence-new-care-report-highlights-top-10-crises-that-received-little-to-no-media-attention-in-2019
https://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases/suffering-in-silence-new-care-report-highlights-top-10-crises-that-received-little-to-no-media-attention-in-2019
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html
https://www.drc.dk/news
https://drc.ngo/news/drc-among-top-three-of-world-s-best-ngo-s
http://www.ecpat.net/news
https://www.ecpat.org/news/nepal-child-sexual-abuse-exploitation/
https://www.ecpat.org/news/nepal-child-sexual-abuse-exploitation/
https://www.ecpat.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/ECPAT-Briefing-Paper-on-the-Sexual-Exploitation-of-Children-in-Nepal-2020-ENG.pdf
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press
https://hi.org/en/index
https://hi.org/en/news/death-of-hi-colleague-abdelsattar


   

  

   It is with great sadness that Humanity & Inclusion announces the death of our colleague Abdelsattar, 
who was unanimously appreciated for his kindness, humour, dedication and professionalism. 
 
 
Heifer International  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://www.heifer.org/ 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HelpAge International  [to 1 Feb 2020]  
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/ 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
No new digest content identified. 

 
 
ICRC  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports     
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFRC   [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
Asia Pacific, Global 
Red Cross scales up preparedness for global response as novel coronavirus declared an 
international health emergency 
   Geneva/Kuala Lumpur, 31 January 2020 – As the novel coronavirus (2019-nCoV) continues spreading 
beyond China, the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) is scaling 
up preparedness efforts to support people who are most vulnerable to the outbreak in Asia Pacific and 
beyond. 
1 February 2020 
 
 
International Medical Corps (IMC)   [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IRC  International Rescue Committee  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 
Media highlights 
Press Release  
Travel Ban expansion could tear families apart  
January 31, 2020  
 
Press Release  

https://www.heifer.org/
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/red-cross-scales-preparedness-global-response-novel-coronavirus-declared-international-health-emergency/
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/red-cross-scales-preparedness-global-response-novel-coronavirus-declared-international-health-emergency/
https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/travel-ban-expansion-could-tear-families-apart


   

  

IRC President and CEO David Miliband's West Point Class of 1983 Distinguished Lecture 
January 29, 2020  
 
 
IRCT  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://irct.org/ 
News 21 Jan 2020  
IRCT Global Impact 2018  
IRCT has conducted a survey and data collection from its membership; gaining an overview of how 
many torture survivors we have reached and treated in 2018. 
 
 
Islamic Relief Worldwide  [to 1 Feb 2020]  
https://www.islamic-relief.org/ 
News  
Islamic Relief-supported hospital hit in Idlib as latest escalation in Syria displaces 
thousands 
Published: 31 January, 2020  
 
Islamic Relief contributes to rescue efforts following earthquake in Turkey 
Published: 31 January, 2020  
 
Families are fleeing their homes as conflict spikes in Mali 
Published: 27 January, 2020  
 
 
Landsea   [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Medecins du Monde   [to 1 Feb 2020]  
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Mercy Corps [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
Press Releases 
Palestine (West Bank/Gaza): NGOs warn U.S. Middle East Plan risks exacerbating 
instability and rights violations  
   We urge the international community to pursue a resolution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict in line    
with human rights and international law that guarantees safety for all of the region’s people.  
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 1 Feb 2020]  
http://www.msf.org/ 
Latest [Selected Announcements] 

https://www.rescue.org/press-release/irc-president-and-ceo-david-milibands-west-point-class-1983-distinguished-lecture
https://irct.org/
https://irct.org/media-and-resources/latest-news/article/1014
https://www.islamic-relief.org/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/islamic-relief-supported-hospital-hit-in-idlib-as-latest-escalation-in-syria-displaces-thousands/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/islamic-relief-supported-hospital-hit-in-idlib-as-latest-escalation-in-syria-displaces-thousands/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/islamic-relief-contributes-to-rescue-efforts-following-earthquake-in-turkey/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/families-are-fleeing-their-homes-as-conflict-spikes-in-mali/
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases
https://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/ngos-warn-us-middle-east-plan-risks-exacerbating-instability-and-rights
https://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/ngos-warn-us-middle-east-plan-risks-exacerbating-instability-and-rights
http://www.msf.org/


   

  

Syria  
Advancing frontlines, mass exodus and reduced access to hospitals in Idlib  
Project Update 31 Jan 2020  
 
Measles  
Tackling a massive measles outbreak in DRC's Kongo Central province  
Project Update 31 Jan 2020  
 
DRC Ebola outbreaks  
Crisis update - January 2020  
Crisis Update 31 Jan 2020  
 
Central American Migration  
Despite kidnapping and continued risks, migrants continue journey north through Mexico  
Project Update 30 Jan 2020  
 
Epidemics and pandemics  
MSF update on 2019-nCoV coronavirus outbreak  
Project Update 30 Jan 2020  
 
Central American Migration  
The devastating toll of 'Remain in Mexico' asylum policy one year later  
Press Release 29 Jan 2020  
 
 
Operation Smile  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office 
Program Schedule 
Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve every 
opportunity for safe surgical care.  
 
  
OXFAM [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://www.oxfam.org/en/ 
Selected News/Announcements   
Greece sea barriers deterring migrants is a violation of human rights 
30 January 2020 
   In response to the proposals from the Greek government to install floating barriers in the sea to 
deter migrants and refugees, Evelien van Roemburg, Oxfam's Europe Migration Campaign manager, 
said: "This is an extremely worrying development that would be a violation of the basic human right for 
people to seek protection and put even more lives at risk. People would be forced to make more 
dangerous crossings through deep and treacherous waters.  
 
EU aid increasingly taken hostage by migration politics 
29 January 2020 
EU development aid is increasingly being spent to close borders, stifle migration and push for returns 
of migrants to Africa, reveals new research published by Oxfam. 
 

https://www.msf.org/exodus-and-limited-healthcare-frontline-advances-syria
https://www.msf.org/tackling-massive-measles-outbreak-drcs-kongo-central-province
https://www.msf.org/drc-ebola-outbreak-crisis-update
https://www.msf.org/despite-kidnapping-and-continued-risks-migrants-continue-journey-north-through-mexico
https://www.msf.org/msf-update-2019-ncov-coronavirus-outbreak
https://www.msf.org/one-year-inhumane-remain-mexico-asylum-seeker-policy
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office
http://www.operationsmile.org/approach/program-schedule
https://www.oxfam.org/en/
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/greece-sea-barriers-deterring-migrants-violation-human-rights
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/eu-aid-increasingly-taken-hostage-migration-politics


   

  

South Sudanese women's role in peace unrecognized, says Oxfam 
29 January 2020 
Oxfam's new research - Our Search for Peace: Women in South Sudan’s National Peace Processes” - 
highlights the under-recognized but crucial role South Sudanese women played in the country's most 
recent national-level peace processes. With less than a month until the country forms a transitional 
government, South Sudanese women are demanding more leadership roles at all levels of decision 
making. 
 
The Trump Administration’s Middle East proposal undermines chances for just and lasting 
peace  
29 January 2020 
   The Trump administration’s plan for resolving the Israeli-Palestinian conflict disregards international 
law and diminishes prospects for a just and lasting peace, said the Norwegian Refugee Council and 
Oxfam today.  
 
Millions of locusts devastate crops in East Africa in the worst outbreak in decades - Oxfam 
prepares to respond 
29 January 2020 
   Oxfam is preparing for a potential response as swarms of locusts sweep across Ethiopia, Kenya, and 
Somalia and are likely to grow 500 times bigger by June to neighboring Uganda and South Sudan. The 
plagues are hitting the East African region where food insecurity has already reached record levels 
following unprecedented droughts and in some areas flash floods and millions more are at risk to go 
hungry unless these swarms are immediately controlled, warned Oxfam today. 
  
Oxfam reaction to Middle East Peace plan announcement 
27 January 2020 
   In response to the release of the Trump administration’s Israeli-Palestinian “Peace Plan,” Noah 
Gottschalk, Oxfam America’s Humanitarian Policy Lead said, “The Trump administration’s proposal isn’t 
a peace deal - it’s a roadmap to permanent occupation. By legitimizing ongoing rights violations and 
entrenching existing political divisions, it further dims the prospects for peace. It also undermines any 
remaining hopes for the United States to serve as a credible broker between Israelis and Palestinians in 
the future. Oxfam calls on Members of Congress and Presidential candidates to swiftly and adamantly 
reject this proposal. 
 
 
Norwegian Refugee Council   [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://www.nrc.no/ 
Latest news from NRC 
Palestine | 30. Jan 2020  
5 reasons why Trump’s peace plan is not a good idea 
The Trump administration’s Middle East proposal will not resolve the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and 
undermines chances for a just and lasting peace.  
 
Middle East|Palestine | 29. Jan 2020  
The Trump administration’s Middle East proposal undermines chances for just and lasting 
peace 

https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/south-sudanese-womens-role-peace-unrecognized-says-oxfam
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/trump-administrations-middle-east-proposal-undermines-chances-just-and-lasting-peace
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/trump-administrations-middle-east-proposal-undermines-chances-just-and-lasting-peace
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/millions-locusts-devastate-crops-east-africa-worst-outbreak-decades-oxfam-prepares
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/millions-locusts-devastate-crops-east-africa-worst-outbreak-decades-oxfam-prepares
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/oxfam-reaction-middle-east-peace-plan-announcement
http://www.nrc.no/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2020/january/5-reasons-why-trumps-peace-plan-is-not-a-good-idea/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2020/january/trump-peace-plan/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2020/january/trump-peace-plan/


   

  

The Trump administration’s plan for resolving the Israeli-Palestinian conflict disregards international law 
and diminishes prospects for a just and lasting peace, said two major humanitarian organisations 
today.  
 
Palestine | 29. Jan 2020  
NGOs warn U.S. Middle East Plan risks exacerbating instability and rights violations 
As humanitarian, development, and religious organisations serving Palestinians in the West Bank and 
Gaza, we fear the US Middle East Plan may spark an escalation in violence and entrench violations of 
international humanitarian and human rights law.  
 
Burkina Faso | 28. Jan 2020  
Burkina Faso shattered by world’s fastest growing displacement crisis 
The number of people displaced in Burkina Faso increased tenfold last year to over 560,000. The figure 
is predicted to skyrocket to 900,000 people by April this year as horrific violence continues to force 
families from their homes.  
 
 
Pact  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://www.pactworld.org/  
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Partners In Health  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://www.pih.org/blog   
News  
Jan 31, 2020  
How PIH is Addressing Coronavirus  
PIH teams are currently working with the governments and communities of the countries where we 
work to strengthen our ability to minimize the impact of the global health emergency of Coronavirus 
and to strengthen systems in the long term.  
 
Jan 31, 2020  
Rwanda Oncology Doctor: Global Community Must "Reduce the Disparities in Cancer Care"  
In recognition of World Cancer Day on Feb. 4, Dr. Cyprien Shyirambere talked about what's new at 
Butaro District Hospital's Cancer Center of Excellence, and how global action is needed to truly achieve 
universal coverage.        
 
Jan 31, 2020  
UGHE Dean: Medical Education in Rwanda Part of "Bold Step" Needed to Curb Africa's 
Cancer Crisis  
In a Q and A for World Cancer Day, Feb. 4, Prof. Abebe Bekele describes how the University of Global 
Health Equity in northern Rwanda provides cancer education that includes prevention measures and 
social determinants, as well as diagnosis and treatment.  
 
Jan 29, 2020  
Meet Some of PIH’s Amazing Midwives  

https://www.nrc.no/news/2020/january/ngos-warn-us-middle-east-plan-risks-exacerbating-instability-and-rights-violations/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2020/january/burkina-faso-shattered-by-worlds-fastest-growing-displacement-crisis/
http://www.pactworld.org/
http://www.pih.org/blog
https://www.pih.org/article/how-pih-addressing-coronavirus
https://www.pih.org/article/rwanda-oncology-doctor-global-community-must-reduce-disparities-cancer-care
https://www.pih.org/article/ughe-dean-medical-education-rwanda-part-bold-step-needed-curb-africas-cancer-crisis
https://www.pih.org/article/ughe-dean-medical-education-rwanda-part-bold-step-needed-curb-africas-cancer-crisis
https://www.pih.org/article/meet-some-pihs-amazing-midwives


   

  

Midwives are the backbone of maternal health care programs across Partners In Health, and are often 
expectant mothers' most trusted companions.  
 
 
PATH  [to 1 Feb 2020]  
https://www.path.org/media-center/  
Selected Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Plan International/BORNEfonden  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
31 January 2020 
FGM causes death of 12-year old in Egypt 
FGM is a harmful practice that must be eradicated, says Plan International, following the death of a girl 
in Egypt.  
 
 
Save The Children [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://www.savethechildren.net/news 
31 January 2020 - Global 
Northwest Syria: Thousands of displaced children forced to flee their homes again as 
violence escalates in Idlib and Aleppo 
 
29 January 2020 - Brussels 
9 million children could die in a decade unless world acts on pneumonia, leading agencies 
warn 
 
29 January 2020 - Global 
9 million children could die in a decade unless world acts on pneumonia, leading agencies 
warn 
 
27 January 2020 - Brussels 
GAVI AND THE EU: A PARTNERSHIP FOR THE FUTURE 
 
 
SOS-Kinderdorf International  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Tostan  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://www.tostan.org 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Women for Women International  [to 1 Feb 2020]  
https://www.womenforwomen.org/ 

https://www.path.org/media-center/
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre
https://plan-international.org/press-release/2020-01-31-fgm-causes-death-12-year-old-egypt
https://www.savethechildren.net/news
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/northwest-syria-thousands-displaced-children-forced-flee-their-homes-again-violence-escalates
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/northwest-syria-thousands-displaced-children-forced-flee-their-homes-again-violence-escalates
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/northwest-syria-thousands-displaced-children-forced-flee-their-homes-again-violence-escalates
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/northwest-syria-thousands-displaced-children-forced-flee-their-homes-again-violence-escalates
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/9-million-children-could-die-decade-unless-world-acts-pneumonia-leading-agencies-warn-0
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/9-million-children-could-die-decade-unless-world-acts-pneumonia-leading-agencies-warn-0
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/9-million-children-could-die-decade-unless-world-acts-pneumonia-leading-agencies-warn-0
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/9-million-children-could-die-decade-unless-world-acts-pneumonia-leading-agencies-warn-0
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/9-million-children-could-die-decade-unless-world-acts-pneumonia-leading-agencies-warn
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/9-million-children-could-die-decade-unless-world-acts-pneumonia-leading-agencies-warn
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/9-million-children-could-die-decade-unless-world-acts-pneumonia-leading-agencies-warn
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/9-million-children-could-die-decade-unless-world-acts-pneumonia-leading-agencies-warn
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/gavi-and-eu-partnership-future
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/gavi-and-eu-partnership-future
https://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/news
http://www.tostan.org/latest-news
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No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Vision  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://wvi.org/ 
Newsroom  
Launching of the first online platform with information adapted for people with disabiliti...  
January 31st 2020  
 
Help vulnerable at-risk countries prevent spread of coronavirus, urges World Vision  
January 31st 2020  
 
World Vision joins historic alliance of 2,020 campaigners uniting to issue an open letter ...  
January 30th 2020  
 
Youth in Jordan celebrate achievements of Youth RESOLVE consortium in final event  
January 30th 2020  
 
:::::: 
 
Electronic Frontiers Foundation 
https://www.eff.org/updates?type=press_release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Freedom House [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://freedomhouse.org/news 
News 
Press Releases 
Malawi: Government Must Respect Rights and Rule of Law Ahead of Constitutional Court 
Decision 
January 30, 2020 
   Malawi should protect the rule of law and citizens' rights as the verdict on the country's disputed 
election arrives. 
 
 
Human Rights Watch  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://www.hrw.org/ 
Featured Commentary, Announcements, Statements 
January 31, 2020  
Italy: Revoke Abusive Anti-Asylum Decrees  
   Italy’s Democratic Party-Five Star Movement coalition government should revoke anti-asylum and 
anti-rescue measures held over from the previous government, Human Rights Watch said today. The 
government is expected to propose modifications to two so-called security decrees pushed through by 
the previous coalition government between the Five Star Movement and the League Party. 
Middle East/North Africa 
 
January 31, 2020   Report 
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Iraq: Authorities Violently Remove Protesters 
Asia 
 
January 30, 2020   News Release 
China: Respect Rights in Coronavirus Response  
 
 
Transparency International  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
::::: 
 
ChildFund Alliance  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://childfundalliance.org/ 
News/ Statements 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
CONCORD  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://concordeurope.org/  
Latest News and Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
The Elders  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://theelders.org/news-media 
Selected Press Releases and Major Announcements 
Press release 
The Elders warn new US ‘peace’ plan for Middle East is unworkable 
29 Jan 2020 
   The Elders warned today that the new US proposals announced by President Trump cannot provide a 
workable solution for the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 
 
 
Evidence Aid   [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://www.evidenceaid.org/ 
Content 
6 January 2020:  
Evidence Aid is the subject of a new paper titled “Stakeholders’ experiences with the evidence 
aid website to support ‘real-time’ use of research evidence to inform decision-making in 
crisis zones: a user testing study“. 
 
 
Gavi [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://www.gavi.org/ 
News  
Indonesia to protect four million children a year against pneumonia 
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Indonesia set to introduce pneumococcal conjugate vaccines (PCV) into routine immunisation 
programme 
Barcelona, 29 January 2020  
 
 
Global Fund  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/ 
News & Stories 
Updates  
Technical Evaluation Reference Group: Thematic Review on Sustainability, Transition and 
Co-Financing Policy  
31 January 2020  
 
Funding Model  
Funding Request Tracker for the 2020-2022 Funding Cycle  
28 January 2020  
 
 
Hilton Prize Coalition [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/ 
01/30/2020  Blog,  
Reporting on Child Sexual Exploitation in Turkey: HPC Fellow, Maud Ballez, ECPAT 
 
 
ICVA - International Council of Voluntary Agencies   [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://icvanetwork.org/ 
Latest resources, events, content 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
InterAction  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://www.interaction.org/ 
Latest Updates 
Global Development Practice  
Effectively Measuring Early Childhood Learning and Development 
Jana Torrico  
Jan 31, 2020  
 
:::::: 
 
3ie  International Initiative for Impact Evaluation [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://www.3ieimpact.org/ 
Publications 
Impacts of vouchers for households affected by displacement in the Democratic Republic 
of Congo  
   Impact evaluation Brief 3ie 2020 This brief is based on the findings of a 3ie-supported impact 
evaluation measuring the impacts of support to households for better adult mental health, child health, 
social cohesion and resilience. 
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CHS Alliance  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://chsalliance.org/ 
New website no longer posts press releases or announcements. 
 
 
Development Initiatives   [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://devinit.org/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
::::::  
 
Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action 
(ALNAP)     [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://www.alnap.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CERAH – Geneva Centre for Education and Research in Humanitarian Action  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://cerahgeneve.ch/events/news/ 
CERAH News 
Publication: Research in global health emergencies 
29.1.2020 
   The Nuffield Council on Biotechs has launched a new report on Research in Global Health 
Emergencies. The Director of CERAH, Karl Blanchet was a co-author of the report.  
 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre 
LATEST PRESS RELEASES 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
EHLRA/R2HC/HIF   [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/ 
28.01.2020  
Ethical global health research in emergencies: We are supporting the Nuffield Council on 
Bioethics’ Call for Action 
  We are one of nine international research organisations supporting the Call for Action for ethical 
global health research, issued today (28 January) by the Nuffield Council on Bioethics. 
   Following a two-year international inquiry, the Nuffield Council on Bioethics are calling for research 
funders, governments, and others involved in health research systems to take a more ethical and 
collaborative approach to conducting research during emergencies. 
   This ties in with the publication of Nuffield Council’s ‘Research in global health emergencies’ report 
which aims to identify ways in which research can be undertaken ethically during emergencies. 
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   The full report outlines 24 recommendations for changes to align the policies and practices of global 
health emergency research with three core values: fairness, equal respect and helping reduce 
suffering. 
 
 
Groupe URD   [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://www.urd.org/en/ 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Humanitarian Studies Association  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://ihsa.info/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
INEE – an international network for education in emergencies   [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://www.ineesite.org/en/news 
News 
Bangladesh: Rohingya children get access to education  
Amnesty International 
28 January 2020  
   The Bangladesh government has announced it will offer schooling and skills training opportunities to 
Rohingya refugee children, two and a half years after they were forced to flee crimes against humanity 
in Myanmar. 
 
“Suffering in Silence”: New CARE report highlights top 10 crises that received little to no 
media attention in 2019  
CARE International 
28 January 2020  
   Madagascar’s chronic food crisis ranks #1 in CARE’s report “Suffering in Silence” which was launched 
globally today. The international aid organization’s analysis of global online media coverage is now in 
its fourth year and shows a concerning trend of certain countries annually recurring on the list. 
 
 
Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP)  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://phap.org/ 
Association news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Sphere  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://spherestandards.org/news/ 
News 
With its 2025 strategy, the Sphere community aims to shape the future of humanitarian 
quality and accountability  
27 January 2020 | Sphere 
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   Sphere is developing a new five-year strategic plan which will draw on the inputs of the global 
Sphere community. The strategy, built upon the priorities articulated by Sphere members during the 
last General Assembly meeting, will... 
 
 
Start Network [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs 
News and Blog 
ARC Replica Insurance Payout: Kick-off meeting  
by Zofia Piotrowicz  
31 Jan 20  
News Article  
   Last week a kick-off meeting took place in Dakar, Senegal between Start Network NGOs and the 
government of Senegal to officially launch the beginning of Replica payout activities. 
 
Crisis anticipation online training launched 
by Edward.Parkinson  
29 Jan 20  
Blog Post  
   Start Network has launched a new free 'Crisis Anticipation and Action' online training for Start 
Network members. 
 
:::::: 
 
Brookings 
http://www.brookings.edu/ 
Accessed 1 Feb 2020 
Latest Research 
Middle East & North Africa  
The dark side of consensus in Tunisia: Lessons from 2015-2019 
Sharan Grewal and Shadi Hamid 
January 2020  
 
Technology & Innovation  
Artificial intelligence, geopolitics, and information integrity 
John Villasenor 
Thursday, January 30, 2020  
 
Report  
Growth strategies to avoid the middle-income trap 
Homi Kharas and Indermit Gill 
Wednesday, January 29, 2020  
 
Report  
Evidence-based retirement policy: Necessity and opportunity 
William G. Gale, Benjamin H. Harris, and Claire Haldeman 
Wednesday, January 29, 2020  
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Report  
The economics of federal tax policy 
Emily Moss, Ryan Nunn, and Jay Shambaugh 
Tuesday, January 28, 2020  
 
 
Center for Global Development    [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center 
Publications, News and Events 
January 31, 2020 
From Principles to Practice: Strengthening Accountability for Gender Equality in 
International Development 
Context and Objectives 
Megan O'Donnell  
 
January 30, 2020 
A Post-Brexit Trade Policy for Development and a More Integrated Africa 
Abstract 
Kimberly Ann Elliott  
 
January 29, 2020 
The Index Ecosystem and the Commitment to Development Index 
The CDI has carved out a fairly specialized niche in the index ecosystem. For 15 years, the Center for 
Global Development has produced the Commitment to Development Index (CDI). This is a good time 
to take stock and ask how, if at all, the CDI should be modified. 
Ravi Kanbur  
 
January 28, 2020 
International Development Cooperation After Brexit: Oral Evidence 
Mikaela Gavas gives oral evidence to the United Kingdom's House of Lords EU External Affairs Sub-
Committee on development cooperation after Brexit.  
Mikaela Gavas  
 
January 27, 2020 
Revisiting Aid Effectiveness: A New Framework and Set of Measures for Assessing Aid 
“Quality” 
This paper revisits the concept of international development aid effectiveness and its measurement as 
part of a review of the Quality of ODA (QuODA) assessment published regularly since 2010. 
Caitlin McKee , Catherine Blampied , Ian Mitchell and Andrew Rogerson  
 
 
CSIS  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://www.csis.org/ 
Selected Reports 
Report 
Ongoing Goings On: A News Update on WTO 
January 31, 2020 | William Alan Reinsch, Jack Caporal 2019 was a watershed year for the WTO. The 
Scholl Chair recaps the events of the year and what comes in 2020 for this global organization.  
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Report 
Getting to Less? The Progressive Values Strategy 
January 30, 2020 | Kathleen H. Hicks, Joseph Federici, Seamus P. Daniels, Rhys McCormick, Lindsey R. 
Sheppard This is the third CSIS brief in a series called Getting to Less. In this brief, the authors explore 
a defense approach they have labeled the Progressive Values Strategy.  
 
Report 
Cybersecurity and the Problem of Interoperability 
January 27, 2020 | William Crumpler, James Andrew Lewis  
The lack of interoperability between cybersecurity tools is creating new challenges for organizations 
that face growing threats in cyberspace. A common set of standards, protocols, taxonomies, and open-
source software is needed to improve security outcomes. 
 
 
ODI   [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://www.odi.org/  
Selected Press Releases & Reports 
Government-owned development banks must take on the climate crisis 
Press release | 27 January 2020 
New research shows that despite having the power of the government behind them state-owned 
national development banks have neglected the climate crisis. 
 
Securing climate finance through national development banks 
Research reports and studies | January 2020 | Stephany Griffith-Jones, Samantha Attridge and 
Matthew Gouett 
   This report examines the role of national development banks in the transition to low-carbon, climate-
resilient global growth. 
 
 
RoRI [Research on Research Institute]  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://researchonresearch.org/ 
We're an open and independent new initiative providing data, analysis and intelligence on how to make 
research systems more strategic, open, diverse and inclusive. 
News and Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
  
Urban Institute   [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://www.urban.org/publications 
Publications 
Extending the Earned Income Tax Credit: How the Economic Security Project’s Cost-of-
Living Refund Would Affect Family Caregivers  
In recognition of the important work family caregivers do, the Economic Security Project (ESP) has 
proposed that they be eligible for the cost-of-living refund, an expansion of the earned income tax 
credit (EITC). Among other changes to the EITC, the cost-of-living refund would extend benefits to 
family caregivers who have little or no earnings from paid employment, essentially expanding the kinds 
of work eligible for tax  
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Elaine Maag, Melissa M. Favreault, Nikhita Airi 
January 31, 2020  
Brief 
  
Comparing Colleges' Graduation Rates  
Policymakers are increasingly using data to understand how well their colleges and universities serve 
students by examining such outcomes as graduation rates. In this report, we harness longitudinal data 
systems in Connecticut and Virginia to demonstrate how student-level data can be used to measure 
graduation rates that compare each institution’s students with demographically similar students around 
the state. We find that  
Erica Blom, Macy Rainer, Matthew Chingos 
January 31, 2020  
Research Report 
  
Measuring Program-Level Completion Rates  
Policymakers are increasingly using data to understand how well their colleges and universities serve 
students by examining such outcomes as graduation rates. In this report, we harness longitudinal data 
systems in Connecticut and Virginia to demonstrate how student-level data can be used to measure 
graduation rates that compare each institution’s students with demographically similar students around 
the state. We find that  
Kristin Blagg, Macy Rainer 
January 31, 2020  
Research Report 
  
Which Dollars Get Measured? Assessing Earnings Metrics Using Data from Connecticut  
Policymakers and researchers measure earnings after enrolling in higher education. Using Connecticut 
data, we show that the definition of this earnings metric matters. The data we use, the period we 
assess, and the students we include affect how institutions stack up against each other. In line with 
previous findings, we illustrate that measures of in-state wages tend to be lower than wages using 
national data. Excluding  
Kristin Blagg, Kelia Washington 
January 31, 2020  
Research Report 
  
Understanding Equity Gaps in College Graduation  
Policies and practices throughout the educational pipeline harm the educational attainment of black 
and Hispanic Americans. Using administrative data from Virginia and Connecticut colleges, we first 
examine graduation rate gaps within colleges, finding that even after adjusting for precollege student 
characteristics, gaps remain stubbornly high at many colleges. Next, we decompose the statewide gaps 
into components caused by  
Erica Blom, Tomas Monarrez 
January 31, 2020  
Research Report 
  
Measuring College Performance: Lessons for Policymakers  
Higher education data are now more widely available than ever before. In addition to institution- and 
program-level data, nearly every state has, or is in the process of developing, a student-level 
longitudinal data system that can follow students from kindergarten through college. Despite having an 
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abundance of data, it can still be difficult to understand how well state colleges serve students. The 
production and  
Erica Blom, Kristin Blagg, Matthew Chingos, Tomas Monarrez, Macy Rainer, Kelia Washington 
January 31, 2020  
Brief 
  
Home Visiting Career Trajectories  
Introduction Early childhood home visiting programs provide new and expecting parents with 
information, support, referrals, and connections to community resources and services. These programs 
build relationships to support families in reaching their goals. They aim to improve maternal and child 
health, prevent child abuse and neglect, encourage positive parenting, and promote child development 
and school readiness. Until  
Heather Sandstrom, Sarah Benatar, Rebecca Peters, Devon Genua, Amelia Coffey, Cary Lou, Shirley 
Adelstein, Erica Greenberg 
January 31, 2020  
Research Report 
  
How Have States Addressed Behavioral Health Needs through JRI?  
People with behavioral health disorders are overrepresented in the criminal justice system, which is 
often ill-equipped to meet their needs. In this brief, we highlight strategies states engaged in the 
Justice Reinvestment Initiative have used to better respond to people with behavioral health disorders, 
including improving identification of people with these disorders, enhancing diversion mechanisms, 
expanding treatment, and  
Constance Hull, Julie Samuels 
January 31, 2020  
Brief 
  
Key Cross-State Variations in CCDF Policies as of October 1, 2018  
The CCDF Policies Database Book of Tables contains Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF) policies 
for each state as of October 1, 2018. The tables are based on information in the CCDF Policies 
Database, a database tracking child care subsidy policies over time and across the States, D.C., and the 
Territories. The report summarizes a subset of the information available in the database, including 
information about eligibility  
Victoria Tran, Kelly Dwyer, Sarah Minton 
January 30, 2020  
Research Report 
  
Child Care Subsidies under the CCDF Program  
If a child’s parents both work full-time and together earn $30,000 per year, can the family receive a 
subsidy to help pay for child care? What if one of the parents loses their job and needs child care while 
they look for a new job? If the family does qualify for a subsidy, how much will they have to pay out of 
pocket? The answers to these questions depend on a family’s exact circumstances, including: Child 
care  
Kelly Dwyer, Victoria Tran, Sarah Minton 
January 30, 2020  
Brief 
  
Using the CCDF Policies Database  
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The Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF) provides federal money to States and Territories to 
subsidize the cost of child care for low-income families. The detailed policies used to administer the 
programs vary widely across jurisdictions, with States and Territories establishing different policies for 
family eligibility, family copayments, provider payment rates, and provider eligibility requirements. The 
CCDF Policies  
Kelly Dwyer, Sarah Minton, Victoria Tran 
January 30, 2020  
Fact Sheet 
  
Identifying High-Performing Schools for Historically Underserved Students  
This report describes the results of the model refining phase of the Robust and Equitable Measures to 
Inspire Quality Schools (REMIQS) project. The project seeks to inspire high schools to generate positive 
long-term outcomes for historically underserved students. In this phase, we develop a multistate model 
to identify the best-performing schools in Kentucky, Massachusetts, and Virginia. We find that a 
multistate model is  
Erica Blom, Theresa Anderson, Constance A. Lindsay, Victoria Rosenboom, Semhar Gebrekristos, Macy 
Rainer, Carolyn Vilter 
January 30, 2020  
Research Report 
  
Identifying High-Performing Schools for Historically Underserved Students: Technical 
Appendix  
The REMIQS (Robust and Equitable Measures to Inspire Quality Schools) project seeks to inspire high 
schools to generate positive long-term outcomes for historically underserved students. In the model 
refining phase, we developed a multistate model to identify the best-performing schools in Kentucky, 
Massachusetts, and Virginia. This analysis required a large amount of data compilation and cleaning 
and various analysis decisions  
Erica Blom, Theresa Anderson, Constance A. Lindsay, Victoria Rosenboom, Semhar Gebrekristos, Macy 
Rainer, Carolyn Vilter 
January 30, 2020  
Technical Paper 
  
The Future of Public Housing: Public Housing Fact Sheet  
Public housing plays a crucial role in the nation’s stock of affordable, safe, stable housing, and currently 
faces significant risks. In 2016 the program served a total of 2,311,000 people in 1,067,000 units. This 
fact sheet describes public housing properties and residents and highlights some of the most pressing 
of these risks, which stem from the age of the housing stock, unit conditions, and exposure to climate 
change  
Benny Docter, Martha M. Galvez 
January 30, 2020  
Fact Sheet 
  
The Future of Public Housing: Rental Assistance Demonstration Fact Sheet  
Congress authorized the US Department of Housing and Urban Development’s Rental Assistance 
Demonstration (RAD) program in 2012 to test a new strategy intended to maintain public housing stock 
given a long-term backlog of capital needs. The program allows public housing authorities (PHAs) to 
convert public housing units to project-based Section 8 contracts, either project-based vouchers or 
project-based rental assistance.  
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Christopher R. Hayes, Matthew Gerken 
January 30, 2020  
Fact Sheet 
  
OKFutures Needs Assessment  
The importance of quality early childhood care and education (ECCE) is increasingly visible across the 
country. ECCE affects children’s growth and development, families’ ability to work, and the future 
health of society. This has inspired federal support for states to create extensive, multi-year plans to 
serve children and families more effectively. Though the quality and availability of ECCE have become 
priorities  
Erica Greenberg, Natalie Spievack, Grace Luetmer, Mary Bogle, Michael Katz, Catherine Kuhns 
January 27, 2020  
Research Report 
  
Debt and Politics: Integrating America’s Fiscal Outlook with New Campaign Proposals  
Congress and the president have put the federal budget on track for unsustainable and rising deficits 
without end. Mandatory spending programs—those that continue automatically without new 
appropriations—are expanding at a faster rate than discretionary spending programs, while total 
spending rises at a faster rate than revenues and national income. Health care, Social Security, and 
interest costs dominate this growth in  
Erald Kolasi, C. Eugene Steuerle 
January 27, 2020  
Brief 
  
 
The Wistar Institute   [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://www.wistar.org/news/press-releases 
Press Release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Economic Forum    [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/ 
Media 
World Economic Forum Spurs Impact Through Stakeholder Responsibility  
News 29 Jan 2020  
· The World Economic Forum Annual Meeting 2020 focused on “stakeholder responsibility”, the 
brainchild of the Forum when it was founded 50 years ago 
· Stakeholders were urged to take tangible actions to address the world’s most pressing environmental, 
social and governance (ESG) issues 
· New members signed up to the Forum’s Alliance of CEO Climate Leaders, committed to helping 
companies meet the Paris Climate Goals 
· Platforms and partnerships were launched to foster inclusive and sustainable growth globally 
· The Forum and its stakeholders produced measures to better understand the positive and negative 
implications of deploying artificial intelligence 
· The Forum launched a variety of partnerships and initiatives aimed at saving lives, including three 
programmes to develop vaccines against coronavirus, nCoV-2019  
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*                      *                       *                        * 
 
 

:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will primarily monitor press/media releases announcing key initiatives and new research from a 
growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, humanitarian 
response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended to be exhaustive, but 
indicative.  
 
 

Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/ 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
JANUARY 27, 2020  
The Bill & Melinda Gates Medical Research Institute obtains license for continued 
development of M72/AS01E tuberculosis vaccine candidate from GSK  
   SEATTLE, January, 27, 2020 – Today, the Bill & Melinda Gates Medical Research Institute (Gates 
MRI) and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation (Gates Foundation) announced that GSK has licensed its 
M72/AS01E(3) tuberculosis disease (TB) vaccine candidate to the Gates MRI, paving the way for 
continued development and potential use of the vaccine candidate in countries with high TB burdens.  
 
 
Blue Meridian Partners [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/ 
Blue Meridian Partners is a new capital aggregation collaboration that plans to invest at least $1 billion 
in high-performance nonprofits that are poised to have truly national impact for economically 
disadvantaged children and youth.  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Annie E. Casey Foundation   [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/ 
Posted January 28, 2020 
United States Sees Launch of First Guarantee Pool for Community Development 
Investments 
   The formation of the Community Investment Guarantee Pool, a new community development tool 
and the first of its kind in the United States, was announced on Jan. 28, 2020. The Casey Foundation is 
one of 10 philanthropies helping back the Pool. 
 
 
Clinton Foundation  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements 
Press Release  

https://alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases/2020/01/Bill-and-Melinda-Gates-Medical-Research-Institute-license-for-continued-development-of-M72-AS01E
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases/2020/01/Bill-and-Melinda-Gates-Medical-Research-Institute-license-for-continued-development-of-M72-AS01E
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/
https://www.aecf.org/blog/united-states-sees-launch-of-first-guarantee-pool-for-community-development/
https://www.aecf.org/blog/united-states-sees-launch-of-first-guarantee-pool-for-community-development/
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements


   

  

January 31, 2020  
President Clinton and Secretary Clinton to announce new recovery and resiliency projects 
at the fifth meeting of the Clinton Global Initiative (CGI) Action Network in Puerto Rico, 
February 18-19, 2020 
 
 
Co Impact   [to 1 Feb 2020] 
www.co-impact.io 
Co-Impact is a global philanthropic collaborative for systems change focused on improving the lives of 
millions of people around the world. 
Press Releases 
Co-Impact announces third open call for systems change initiatives in health, education, 
and economic opportunity 
Jan 29, 2020 
Global philanthropic collaborative announces call for new round of systems change initiatives – with 
particular emphasis on Global South-rooted and women-led organizations. 
:: Focused on improving the lives of at least one million people in one or more of Co-Impact’s three 
issue areas: health, education, and economic opportunity; 
:: Deeply rooted in the Global South countries/regions in which they seek to make a difference; and 
Substantively led by women: Co-Impact will seek to ensure that a minimum of 50% of the initiatives 
selected are substantively led by women. 
 
 
Ford Foundation  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://www.fordfoundation.org/ 
News    27 January 2020  
Ford Foundation Gallery Announces Opening of Per(Sister): Incarcerated Women of 
Louisiana  
February 21 - May 9, 2020 
Exhibition Opening Event: Monday, March 2, 6:00 - 8:00 pm 
 
 
J. Paul Getty Trust  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://news.getty.edu/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

Grameen Foundation    [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://grameenfoundation.org/stories/press-releases 
Press Room 
Grameen Foundation to design mobile financial and business curriculum to empower 
women entrepreneurs in Latin America 

https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases/president-clinton-and-secretary-clinton-announce-new-recovery-and-resiliency-projects
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases/president-clinton-and-secretary-clinton-announce-new-recovery-and-resiliency-projects
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases/president-clinton-and-secretary-clinton-announce-new-recovery-and-resiliency-projects
http://co-impact.io/
https://www.co-impact.org/?post_type=post&p=4915
https://www.co-impact.org/?post_type=post&p=4915
http://www.fordfoundation.org/
https://www.fordfoundation.org/the-latest/news/ford-foundation-gallery-announces-opening-of-per-sister-incarcerated-women-of-louisiana/
https://www.fordfoundation.org/the-latest/news/ford-foundation-gallery-announces-opening-of-per-sister-incarcerated-women-of-louisiana/
http://news.getty.edu/
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press
https://grameenfoundation.org/stories/press-releases
http://grameenfoundation.org/stories/press-releases/grameen-foundation-to-design-mobile-financial-and-business-curriculum-to-empower-women-entrepreneurs-in-latin-america
http://grameenfoundation.org/stories/press-releases/grameen-foundation-to-design-mobile-financial-and-business-curriculum-to-empower-women-entrepreneurs-in-latin-america


   

  

01/02/2020 
   The gender gap that exists in access to mobile technology creates significant barriers to eradicating 
poverty among Latin American women and their families. 
 
 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/  
Latest Updates  
We take care of the land, and the land takes care of us: Indigenous-led conservation   
Environment  
By Valérie Courtois 
January 29, 2020  
 
Environment Program Request for Proposal: Aligning Passive Investment with Paris 
Climate Goals   
Environment  
January 28, 2020  
 
 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
Our News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IKEA Foundation    [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news 
Research Jan 30 2020  
Uncovering the Neural Basis for Hypothetical Thinking in Rats  
   As a rat approaches a maze juncture, neural activity rapidly cycles between two sets of cells. The 
discovery suggests the rodents are envisioning turning left or right. A similar phenomenon may 
underlie how humans make decisions.  
 
 
Kaiser Family Foundation  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://www.kff.org/search/?post_type=press-release 
January 30, 2020   News Release  
Poll: Democrats Like Both the Public Option and Medicare-for-all, But Overall More People 
Support the Public Option, Including a Significant Share of Republicans 
   Lowering Drug Costs and Maintaining Pre-existing Condition Protections Top Public’s Health Priorities 
for Congress With the first votes of the 2020 Democratic presidential primary season approaching, 
large majorities of Democrats – and most of the public overall – support both of the major approaches 
primary candidates have put forward to… 
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Kellogg Foundation  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media 
Selected Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Aga Khan Foundation   [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation 
Press Releases 
27 January 2020 
HBL and Lahore Biennale join forces to promote Art & Culture in Pakistan  
 
 
MacArthur Foundation  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://www.macfound.org/ 
January 9, 2020 | Perspectives  
 
 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation   [to 1 Feb 2020] 

https://mellon.org/ 
Mellon News 
Grantee News 
Mellon Foundation Grants $4.5 Million to Academy of American Poets 
January 30, 2020 
 
 
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://www.moore.org/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Open Society Foundations  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/newsroom 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://www.packard.org/news/ 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Pew Charitable Trusts  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room 
Press Releases & Statements 
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No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/ 
The Latest 
A Data Revolution for All  
Mike Froman Vice Chairman and President, Strategic Growth, Mastercard  
Dr. Rajiv J. Shah President, The Rockefeller Foundation  
January 28, 2020  
   It has now been almost two decades since the original launch of DATA.org, a non-profit that 
marshaled $100 billion in debt forgiveness for poor countries, and another $50 billion in contributions 
for health and development. In a world with more data and data-science expertise than ever, it’s time 
to revive that innovative spirit. 
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/  
Latest News and Highlights 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Science Philanthropy Alliance   [to 1 Feb 2020] 
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/ 
“…a group of organizations working together to increase philanthropic support for basic scientific 
research on a global basis…” 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SDG Philanthropy Platform 
http://sdgfunders.org/ 
SDG Philanthropy Platform is a collaboration between philanthropy and the greater international 
development community led by Foundation Center, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
and Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, and supported by the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, Ford 
Foundation and the MasterCard Foundation, the Brach Family Foundation, and other key organizations 
such as Asociación de Fundaciones Empresariales (AFE) in Colombia, Brach Family Charitable 
Foundation, CAF America, Council on Foundations, East Africa Association of Grantmakers (EAAG), 
European Foundation Centre, Filantropi Indonesia (FI), GlobalGiving, The Humanitarian Forum, World 
Congress of Muslim Philanthropists, and Worldwide Initiatives for Grantmaker Support (WINGS). 
Selected Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://sloan.org/about/press  
No new digest content identified. 
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Wellcome Trust  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
News | 31 January 2020  
Wellcome pledges £10 million to tackle novel coronavirus epidemic  
Wellcome is making a pledge of up to £10 million to accelerate research and support global efforts to 
tackle the ongoing novel coronavirus epidemic. 
 
Opinion | 29 January 2020  
What can funders do to encourage inclusive research leadership?  
by Jack Harrington  
 
Opinion | 28 January 2020  
Race for new antibiotics: future success is hanging by a thread  
by Tim Jinks  
 

:::::: 
 
Candid [formerly Foundation Center and GuideStar]  [to 1 Feb 2020 
https://candid.org/about/press-room?fcref=pg 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Council on Foundations  [to 1 Feb 2020] 
https://www.cof.org/newsroom 
Newsroom 
Philanthropy's Response to Coronavirus Outbreak 
Thursday, January 30, 2020 
Updated information about Hurricane Michael's impact and resources for foundations. 
 

 
*                       *                       *                        * 
 
 

:: Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in human 
rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be exhaustive. We will 
add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon recommendation from 
readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content but note that successful access 
to some of the articles and other content may require subscription or other access arrangement unique 
to the publisher. Please suggest additional journals you feel warrant coverage. 
 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
February 2020 Volume 48, Issue 2, p123-238  
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
February 2020 Volume 58, Issue 2, p165-312  
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
February 2020  11(2) 
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
Volume 101, Issue 6, 2019  
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/14761645/101/6 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
21 January 2020 Vol: 172, Issue 2_Supplement  
http://annals.org/aim/issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Antiquity – A Review of World Archeology 
Latest Issue: Issue 372 - December 2019 
https://antiquity.ac.uk/latest 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed 1 Feb 2020) 
Articles 
Technical efficiency of provincial public healthcare in South Africa  
Authors: Victor Ngobeni, Marthinus C. Breitenbach and Goodness C. Aye 
Content type: Research 
28 January 2020 
   Forty-nine million people or 83 per cent of the entire population of 59 million rely on the public 
healthcare system in South Africa. Coupled with a shortage of medical professionals, high migration, 
inequality and unemployment; healthcare provision is under extreme pressure. Due to negligence by 
the health professionals, provincial health departments had medical-legal claims estimated at R80 
billion in 2017/18. In the same period, provincial health spending accounted for 33 per cent of total 
provincial expenditure of R570.3 billion or 6 per cent of South Africa’s Gross Domestic Product. Despite 
this, healthcare outcomes are poor and provinces are inefficient in the use of the allocated funds. This 
warrants a scientific investigation into the technical efficiency of the public health system. 
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BMJ Global Health 
January 2020 - Volume 5 - 1 
https://gh.bmj.com/content/5/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 1 Feb 2020) 
Towards developing a model for the evaluation of hospital disaster resilience: a systematic 
review  
Hospitals play a vital role in disaster stricken regions. The resilient hospitals will be able to provide 
essential services to affected people and it can mitigate the risk of injuries during and after disaste...  
Authors: Saeed Fallah-Aliabadi, Abbas Ostadtaghizadeh, Ali Ardalan, Farin Fatemi, Bijan Khazai and 
Mohammad Reza Mirjalili 
Citation: BMC Health Services Research 2020 20:64  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 29 January 2020 
 
 
BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 1 Feb 2020) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Medical Ethics  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 
(Accessed 1 Feb 2020)  
Debate 
Why genomics researchers are sometimes morally required to hunt for secondary findings  
Genomic research can reveal ‘unsolicited’ or ‘incidental’ findings that are of potential health or 
reproductive significance to participants. It is widely thought that researchers have a moral obligation, 
grou...  
Authors: Julian J. Koplin, Julian Savulescu and Danya F. Vears 
Citation: BMC Medical Ethics 2020 21:11  
Content type: Debate 
Published on: 31 January 2020 
 
Ethical values supporting the disclosure of incidental and secondary findings in clinical 
genomic testing: a qualitative study  
Incidental findings (IFs) and secondary findings (SFs), being results that are unrelated to the diagnostic 
question, are the subject of an important debate in the practice of clinical genomic medicine. 
Argumen...  
Authors: Marlies Saelaert, Heidi Mertes, Tania Moerenhout, Elfride De Baere and Ignaas Devisch 
Citation: BMC Medical Ethics 2020 21:9  
Content type: Research article 
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Published on: 30 January 2020 
 
 
BMC Medicine 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content 
(Accessed 1 Feb 2020)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content 
(Accessed 1 Feb 2020) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Public Health 
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles 
(Accessed 1 Feb 2020) 
Hygiene programming during outbreaks: a qualitative case study of the humanitarian 
response during the Ebola outbreak in Liberia  
Authors: Alexandra Czerniewska and Sian White 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2020 20:154  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 31 January 2020 
Abstract 
Background 
Hygiene promotion is a cornerstone of humanitarian response during infectious disease outbreaks. 
Despite this, we know little about how humanitarian organisations design, deliver or monitor hygiene 
programmes, or about what works to change hygiene behaviours in outbreak settings. This study 
describes humanitarian perspectives on changing behaviours in crises, through a case study of hygiene 
promotion during the 2014–2016 Liberian Ebola outbreak. Our aim was to aid better understanding of 
decision making in high-stress situations where there is little precedent or evidence, and to prompt 
reflection within the sector around how to improve and support this. 
Methods 
We conducted in-depth, semi-structured interviews with fourteen purposively-sampled individuals (key 
informants) from international organisations involved in hygiene behaviour change during the outbreak. 
Through thematic analysis we identified the decisions that were made and processes that were 
followed to design, deliver and monitor interventions. We compared our findings with theory-driven 
processes used to design behaviour change interventions in non-outbreak situations. 
Results 
Humanitarians predominantly focussed on providing hygiene products (e.g. buckets, soap, gloves) and 
delivering messages through posters, radio and community meetings. They faced challenges in defining 
which hygiene behaviours to promote. Assessments focused on understanding infrastructural needs, 
but omitted systematic assessments of hygiene behaviours or their determinants. Humanitarians 
assumed that fear and disease awareness would be the most powerful motivators for behaviour 
change. They thought that behaviour change techniques used in non-emergency settings were too 
‘experimental’, and were beyond the skillset of most humanitarian actors. Monitoring focussed on 
inputs and outputs rather than behavioural impact. 
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Conclusions 
The experiences of humanitarians allowed us to identify areas that could be strengthened when 
designing hygiene programmes in future outbreaks. Specifically, we identified a need for rapid research 
methods to explore behavioural determinants; increased skills training for frontline staff, and increased 
operational research to explore behaviour change strategies that are suited to outbreak situations. 
 
Discrimination: a health hazard for people from refugee and asylum-seeking backgrounds 
resettled in Australia  
Research has shown that discrimination is harmful to health, but there is relatively little known about 
discrimination experienced by people from refugee and asylum-seeking backgrounds in resettlement 
countrie...  
Authors: Anna Ziersch, Clemence Due and Moira Walsh 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2020 20:108  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 28 January 2020 
 
 
BMC Research Notes  
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(Accessed 1 Feb 2020) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Open 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Bulletin of the World Health Organization   
Volume 98, Number 2, February 2020, 77-148 
https://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/98/2/en/ 
Special theme: accelerating universal health coverage 
EDITORIALS 
Universal health coverage: time to deliver on political promises 
— Viroj Tangcharoensathien, Anne Mills, Walaiporn Patcharanarumol & Woranan Witthayapipopsakul 
http://dx.doi.org/10.2471/BLT.20.250597  
 
Universal health coverage provisions for women, children and adolescents 
— Elizabeth Mason, Gita Sen, Alicia Ely Yamin & on behalf of the United Nations Secretary-General’s 
Independent Accountability Panel for Every Woman, Every Child, Every Adolescent  
http://dx.doi.org/10.2471/BLT.19.249474  
 
HIV prevention and care as part of universal health coverage 
— Susan P Sparkes & Joseph Kutzin 
http://dx.doi.org/10.2471/BLT.19.249854  
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[UHC themed articles addressing Senegal, Thailand, Kenya+] 
 
PERSPECTIVES 
Addressing the persistent inequities in immunization coverage 
— Mickey Chopra, Zulfiqar Bhutta, Diana Chang Blanc, Francesco Checchi, Anuradha Gupta, Ephrem T 
Lemango, Orin S Levine, Dafrossa Lyimo, Robin Nandy, Katherine L O'Brien, Jean-Marie Okwo-Bele, 
Helen Rees, Jane Soepardi, Rachel Tolhurst & Cesar G Victora 
http://dx.doi.org/10.2471/BLT.19.241620  
[See Milestones above for full text] 
 
 
Child Care, Health and Development  
Volume 46, Issue 1  Pages: 1-153  January 2020 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13652214/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Child Abuse and Neglect: The International Journal 
February 2020    Volume 100 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/child-abuse-and-neglect/vol/100/suppl/C 
Child Trafficking: Global Health Care Issues, Perspectives, and Solutions 
Edited by Jordan Greenbaum, Karen Albright, Carmelle Tsai 
Part One: Empirical Evidence 
Research article  Abstract only 
Systematic review of facilitators of, barriers to, and recommendations for healthcare 
services for child survivors of human trafficking globally 
Karen Albright, Jordan Greenbaum, Sherry A. Edwards, Carmelle Tsai 
Article 104289 
 
Research article Abstract only 
Barriers to the access and utilization of healthcare for trafficked youth: A systematic 
review 
Anjali Garg, Preeti Panda, Mandy Neudecker, Sara Lee 
Article 104137 
 
Part Two: Featured Counter-Trafficking Programs 
 
 
Clinical Therapeutics 
December 2019 Volume 41, Issue 12, p2461-2680  
http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Clinical Trials 
Volume 17 Issue 1, February 2020  
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/ctja/17/1 
Data Management and Trial Conduct 
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A randomized evaluation of on-site monitoring nested in a multinational randomized trial 
Nicole Wyman Engen, Kathy Huppler Hullsiek, Waldo H Belloso, Elizabeth Finley, Fleur Hudson, Eileen 
Denning, Catherine Carey, Mary Pearson, Jonathan Kaganfor the INSIGHT START Study Group 
First Published October 24, 2019; pp. 3–14 
 
Short Communications 
A third trial oversight committee: Functions, benefits and issues 
J Athene Lane, Carrol Gamble, William J Cragg, Doreen Tembo, Matthew R Sydes 
First Published October 30, 2019; pp. 106–112 
 
 
Conflict and Health 
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 1 Feb 2020] 
Mobile clinics in humanitarian emergencies: a systematic review  
Despite the widespread reliance on mobile clinics for delivering health services in humanitarian 
emergencies there is little empirical evidence to support their use. We report a narrative systematic 
review of the empirical evidence evaluating the use of mobile clinics in humanitarian settings. 
Authors: Catherine R. McGowan, Louisa Baxter, Claudio Deola, Megan Gayford, Cicely Marston, Rachael 
Cummings and Francesco Checchi 
Content type: Review 
30 January 2020 
 
 
Contemporary Clinical Trials 
Volume 89   February 2020 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/contemporary-clinical-trials/vol/89/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The CRISPR Journal 
Volume 2, Issue 6 / December 2019 
https://www.liebertpub.com/toc/crispr/2/6 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Current Genetic Medicine Reports 
Volume 7, Issue 4, December 2019 
https://link.springer.com/journal/40142/7/4 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Current Opinion in Infectious Diseases 
February 2020 - Volume 33 - Issue 1  
https://journals.lww.com/co-infectiousdiseases/pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Developing World Bioethics 
Volume 19, Issue 4  Pages: 187-247  December 2019 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14718847/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Development in Practice  
Volume 30, Issue 1, 2020 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cdip20/current 
Article 
Market mapping for improved cookstoves: barriers and opportunities in East Africa 
Lucy Stevens, Edoardo Santangelo, Kennedy Muzee, Mike Clifford & Sarah Jewitt 
Pages: 37-51 
Published online: 24 Sep 2019 
 
Article 
Learning and savings groups in Bangladesh: an alternative model for transforming families 
and communities 
John Marsden, Kate Marsden, Mizanur Rahman, Tim Danz, Andrea Danz & Paul Wilson 
Pages: 52-67 
Published online: 21 Jun 2019 
 
Article 
Non-state actors in state-driven development processes: the case of religious actors and 
foreign aid flows 
Willem Fourie 
Pages: 92-100 
Published online: 29 Jul 2019 
 
Opinion 
The global logic of development aid: projects for the landless poor 
Terry Leahy & Amira Mahmoud 
Pages: 125-136 
Published online: 27 Sep 2019 
 
 
Development Policy Review 
Volume 38, Issue 1  Pages: 1-158  January 2020 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14677679/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disability and Rehabilitation: Assistive Technology 
Volume 15, Issue 1, 2020 
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Volume 13 - Issue 5-6 - December 2019  
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disasters 
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EMBO Reports  
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Emergency Medicine Journal 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
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https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/epidemiology-and-infection/latest-issue 
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Ethics & International Affairs 
Fall 2019 (Issue 33.3)   | September 2019  
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The European Journal of Public Health 
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Food Security  
Volume 12, Issue 1, February 2020 
https://link.springer.com/journal/12571/12/1 
Original Paper 
Smallholder food storage dynamics and resilience  
Kurt B. Waldman, Stacey Giroux, Jordan P. Blekking, Kathy Baylis… 
 
Original Paper 
Impacts of smallholder agricultural adaptation on food security: evidence from Africa, 
Asia, and Central America  
Krisha Lim, Bruno Wichmann, Martin K. Luckert, Peter Läderach 
 
Original Paper 
Food security impacts of industrial crop production in sub-Saharan Africa: a systematic 
review of the impact mechanisms  
Marcin Pawel Jarzebski, Abubakari Ahmed, Yaw Agyeman Boafo… Pages 
 
Original Paper 
International migration, remittance and food security during food crises: the case study of 
Nigeria  
Chinedu Obi, Fabio Bartolini, Marijke D’Haese 
 
 
Forced Migration Review (FMR) 
FMR 62  October 2019  
https://www.fmreview.org/return/contents 
Return: voluntary, safe, dignified and durable?  
  Voluntary return in safety and with dignity has long been a core tenet of the international refugee 
regime. In the 23 articles on ‘Return’ in this issue of FMR, authors explore various obstacles to 
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achieving sustainable return, discuss the need to guard against premature or forced return, and debate 
the assumptions and perceptions that influence policy and practice. This issue also includes a mini-
feature on ‘Towards understanding and addressing the root causes of displacement’. 
[ 23 articles on special issue theme; 7 general articles] 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Gates Open Research 
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[Accessed 1 Feb 2020] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Genome Medicine 
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[No new digest content identified] 
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Globalization and Health 
http://www.globalizationandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 1 Feb 2020] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Health Affairs  
Vol. 39, No. 1  January 2020 
https://www.healthaffairs.org/toc/hlthaff/current 
Patient Costs, Bundled Payment & More 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Health and Human Rights 
Volume 21, Issue 2, December 2019 
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Special Section: Abortion in the Middle East and North Africa 
Special Section: Abortion Law Reform 
Special Section: Human Rights for Health across the United Nations  
[Reviewed earlier] 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Policy and Planning 
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Access to Medicines through Health Systems in Low- and Middle-Income Countries  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Research Policy and Systems 
http://www.health-policy-systems.com/content 
[Accessed 1 Feb 2020] 
Exempting low-risk health and medical research from ethics reviews: comparing Australia, 
the United Kingdom, the United States and the Netherlands  
Disproportionate regulation of health and medical research contributes to research waste. Better 
understanding of exemptions of research from ethics review in different jurisdictions may help to guide 
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István Lakatos 
ABSTRACT: 
The article examines the roots of the conception of human rights in Sub-Saharan Africa and highlights 
some aspects of African human rights policies, considering some strengths and weaknesses, whilst 
drawing a realistic portrayal about the situation of universal human rights implementation in the 
continent. The paper demonstrates how African human rights priorities are translated into practice 
within the UN system in general and the UN Human Rights Council in particular. Besides the strong 
regional characteristics of Sub-Saharan African human rights policy, there are significant differences 
among states in the region towards approaches for addressing contemporary human rights challenges. 
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destroyed hospitals, schools and critical infrastructure. An estimated 80% of Yemenis need 
humanitarian assistance. 
 
In the lead article, Laurie Lee highlights the critical role Yemenis and Yemeni organisations are playing 
in addressing the humanitarian challenges in the country, and how NGOs can better support them. 
Genevieve Gauthier and Marcus Skinner reinforce this point with reference to two local organisations, 
the Yemen Women’s Union and Al Hikma. Warda Saleh, the founder of another Yemeni grassroots 
organisation, discusses the increased risk of gender-based violence facing women and girls, while 
Ibrahim Jalal and Sherine El Taraboulsi-McCarthy focus on internal displacement and the opportunities 
for a more effective humanitarian response. Reflecting on child protection programming in Yemen, 
Mohammed Alshamaa  and Amanda Brydon conclude that multisectoral approaches with local 
authorities result in better and more sustainable outcomes. Padraic McCluskey and Jana Brandt 
consider the ethical dilemmas Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) faced in trying to balance quality and 
coverage in a mother and child hospital in Taiz. Lindsay Spainhour Baker and colleagues reflect on the 
challenges involved in gathering and analysing information on the humanitarian situation while Lamis 
Al-Iryani, Sikandra Kurdi and Sarah Palmer-Felgate discuss the findings from an evaluation of the 
Yemen Social Fund for Development (SFD) Cash for Nutrition programme. An article by Kristine 
Beckerle and Osamah Al-Fakih details Yemeni and international organisations’ efforts to document and 
mitigate harm to civilians caught up in the conflict. The edition ends with a piece by Fanny Pettibon, 
Anica Heinlein and Dhabie Brown outlining CARE’s advocacy on the arms trade. 
 
Finally, readers will note that this edition is shorter than usual, largely because it was very difficult to 
persuade potential authors to write on the Yemen crisis. Many of the individuals and organisations we 
contacted were either too busy responding or were concerned that writing frankly about their work 
could negatively affect their operations. HPN has covered many similarly sensitive contexts in 
Humanitarian Exchange over the last 26 years, but this is the first time we have experienced such 
reluctance to engage. A worrying sign. 
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forward i... 
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   This Viewpoint describes principles of DNA-based population screening and knowledge gaps that 
must be addressed before increased use of DNA screening to identify persons with monogenic risk can 
be implemented in population screening programs. 
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   This Viewpoint emphasizes the ability of prospective vs retrospective cohort and case-control studies 
to reliably identify disease risk factors in populations and discusses the need to collect detailed 
information about lifestyle and other exposures from large numbers of individuals in various settings 
with different risk factor levels and disease incidence rates to provide more widely generalizable 
evidence about the relevance of human exposures to different health conditions. 
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Ownership and Participation in Local–Global Partnerships: The Recovery of Shelter and 
Settlements after Humanitarian Crises 
Elizabeth Babister 
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First Published: 26 December 2019 
Abstract 
Local actors affected by humanitarian crises, including disasters and conflict, often attract the support 
of global actors with engineering resources to support the recovery of their shelter and settlements. 
Global initiatives increasingly prioritise the agency of local actors and the concept of local participation 
following humanitarian crises, and a critical mass of evidence of the role of local actors in the recovery 
of their shelter and settlements has now emerged. This study reviews this body of knowledge and 
considers its implications on the global humanitarian policy framework. Data have been collected from 
emerging literature on the recovery of shelter and settlements and extended with sampling cases of 25 
crises over the past two decades. This study finds that for the successful recovery of shelter and 
settlements, the participation of affected households must prioritise their ownership of the recovery 
process, rather than simply their level of involvement. Furthermore, a focus on local participation 
appears to be most successful when tailored to the capacity households have to contribute and the 
shape of their plans for recovery. At the level of global humanitarian policy, a shift in priorities is 
required if local ownership and successful recovery is to be achieved. These priorities include more 
broadly assessing local capacity during the immediate aftermath of crisis, paired with systematically 
funding beyond the first 12 months after a crisis with adaptive funding instruments. The focus of this 
paper is the recovery of shelter and settlements, but the analysis could be used more generally in other 
contexts where the need for rapid global response with financial, technical and engineering knowledge 
coincides with the need to work with local social, political and technical knowledge and experiences 
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Editorial 
Emerging understandings of 2019-nCoV 
The Lancet 
“There is an emergency in China, but it has not yet become a global health emergency...WHO is 
following this outbreak every minute of every day”, said Dr Tedros Ghebreyesus, Director-General of 
WHO, on Jan 23. A novel coronavirus (2019-nCoV) outbreak is emerging, but it is not yet a Public 
Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC). As we went to press, more than 500 cases have 
been confirmed in China, as well as in Japan, South Korea, Thailand, and the US. The virus can cause a 
severe respiratory illness, like SARS and MERS, and human-to-human transmission has been confirmed. 
These characteristics are driving China's urgent public health actions, as well as international concern. 
But much remains unknown. The pieces of the puzzle that is 2019-nCoV are only now beginning to 
come together. 
 
Today, we publish the first clinical data from individuals confirmed to be infected with 2019-nCoV from 
Wuhan, China. Chaolin Huang and colleagues provide comprehensive findings for the first 41 
laboratory-confirmed cases. 27 of these 41 cases had direct exposure to the Wuhan seafood market 
that is thought to be the initial site of infection from an animal source. All had viral pneumonia. The 
severity of illness is concerning: almost a third of patients developed acute respiratory distress 
syndrome requiring intensive care; six patients died; five had acute cardiac injury; and four required 
ventilation. 
 
Separately, Jasper Fuk-Woo Chan and colleagues report clinical and microbiological data from a family 
of six people who had travelled to Wuhan and later presented with pneumonia to Shenzhen Hospital in 
Guangdong province. Five were identified as infected with 2019-nCoV. Notably, none had been to the 
Wuhan market, but two had visited a Wuhan hospital. The authors suggest these findings confirm 
human-to-human transmission. Together, these Articles provide an important initial picture of the 
clinical spectrum and transmission of this new disease. 
 
In an accompanying Comment, Chen Wang, George Gao, and colleagues describe the early sharing of 
clinical data from the outbreak and emphasise the urgent need for more information about 
pathogenesis and viral transmission, as well as the pressing need to develop best supportive care and a 
vaccine. They also caution against overstating the mortality risk, as early reported case-fatality rates 
may be high due to bias towards detecting severe cases. As David Heymann reflects in another 
accompanying Comment, publication of these Articles provides peer-reviewed information urgently 
needed to refine the risk assessment and response, which are happening in real time. 
 
China has quickly isolated and sequenced the virus and shared these data internationally. The lessons 
from the SARS epidemic—where China was insufficiently prepared to implement infection control 
practices—have been successfully learned. By most accounts, Chinese authorities are meeting 
international standards and isolating suspected cases and contacts, developing diagnostic and 
treatment procedures, and implementing public education campaigns. Dr Tedros has praised China for 
its transparency, data sharing, and quick response. Likewise, WHO has reacted fast and diligently. 
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Despite massive attention and conjecture about the level of threat posed by 2019-nCoV, and whether 
WHO should declare a PHEIC, the agency's emergency committee has not bowed to pressure to take 
such a decision until necessary. We commend WHO for its resilience. 
 
There are still many gaps in our understanding. The early experiences of these patients and the 
response to their symptoms before cases were reported remain undocumented. The exposure and 
possible infection of health workers remain extremely worrying. We will not know for some time the 
consequences of the quarantine imposed in Wuhan on Jan 23, 2020. Chinese public health authorities 
are under enormous pressure to make difficult decisions with an incomplete, and rapidly changing, 
understanding of the epidemic. The shutdowns may seem a drastic step—whether they represent an 
effective control measure deserves careful investigation and much will likely depend on maintaining 
trust between authorities and the local population. News media that worsen fears by reporting a “killer 
virus“ only harm efforts to implement a succesful and safe infection control strategy. 
 
Openness and sharing of data are paramount. There are enormous demands for rapid access to 
information about this new virus, the patients and communities affected, and the response. But equally 
crucial is the need to ensure that those data are reliable, accurate, and independently scrutinised. As 
for all public health emergencies, we will be making all related Lancet content fully and freely available. 
 
Comment 
Trial results reporting: FDA Amendments Act Final Rule needs enforcement 
Erik von Elm, Joerg J Meerpohl 
 
Lancet Migration: global collaboration to advance migration health 
Miriam Orcutt, Paul Spiegel, Bernadette Kumar, Ibrahim Abubakar, Jocalyn Clark, Richard Horton on 
behalf of Lancet Migration 
 
Articles 
Compliance with legal requirement to report clinical trial results on ClinicalTrials.gov: a 
cohort study 
Nicholas J DeVito, Seb Bacon, Ben Goldacre 
 
Viewpoint 
The complex challenges of HIV vaccine development require renewed and expanded global 
commitment 
Linda-Gail Bekker, er al  
Despite substantial progress in understanding and treating HIV/AIDS, existing tools have not effectively 
controlled the epidemic, and the potential threat of resurgence looms as the largest cohort of young 
people in history enters early adulthood. 1 Treatment alone will not end the epidemic. 2 ,  3 ,  4 The 
International AIDS Society – Lancet Commission 1 recommends that global treatment efforts should be 
complemented with stronger investments in primary prevention, including research to accelerate the 
development of a preventive vaccine. Indeed, even a partially effective vaccine could help to change 
the course of the HIV epidemic and have a substantial public health impact. 5 ,  6 ,  7 ,  8  
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World View | 27 January 2020  
Remember what science owes to child refugees  
Callous policies in Brexit’s wake will ill serve a nation that claims to cherish innovators — learn from 
1930s Britain, says Georgina Ferry. 
 
Article | 22 January 2020  
Ancient West African foragers in the context of African population history  
Genome-wide ancestry profiles of four individuals, dating to 8,000 and 3,000 years before present, 
from the archaeological site of Shum Laka (Cameroon) shed light on the deep population history of 
sub-Saharan Africa. 
Mark Lipson, Isabelle Ribot[…] & David Reich 
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After Hurricane Matthew hit Southern Haiti on October 4, 2016, there was an outbreak of Cholera. The 
Government launched a campaign to vaccinate residents using an oral vaccine, which has been proven 
to protect people against the disease. MSF supported the campaign in three rural areas, offering the 
vaccine in local clinics and going from door to door. We didn’t know how many people were living there 
at the time so we couldn’t say for sure if we had vaccinated enough people. To find out how many 
people were vaccinated we did a survey, choosing households at random and asking them if and where 
they received the vaccine. This showed that on average around 90% of people were vaccinated, which 
is a very high proportion. We can take encouragement from this that mass vaccination campaigns like 
this can work well, even in rural settings. Our survey showed that about half of people got their 
vaccine from a clinic and the other half from door-to-door vaccinators, so it’s probably important to use 
both approaches. Most people heard about the campaign through members of the local community 
called ‘criers’. This shows how important it is to engage with the local community during a vaccination 
campaign. 

 
What constitutes a neglected tropical disease?  
Peter J. Hotez, Serap Aksoy, Paul J. Brindley, Shaden Kamhawi  
Editorial | published 30 Jan 2020 PLOS Neglected Tropical Diseases  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pntd.0008001  
Abstract 
The World Health Organization (WHO) currently classifies 20 diseases and conditions as neglected 
tropical diseases (NTDs). However, since its inception in 2007, PLOS Neglected Tropical Diseases has 
considered an expanded list that includes additional diseases with the chronic and/or debilitating, and 
poverty-promoting features of NTDs. Described here is an update of our current scope, which attempts 
to embrace all of the NTDs, and a discussion of the status of some of the more debated medical 
conditions in terms of whether or not they constitute an NTD. 
 
World neglected tropical diseases day  
Peter J. Hotez, Serap Aksoy, Paul J. Brindley, Shaden Kamhawi  
Editorial | published 29 Jan 2020 PLOS Neglected Tropical Diseases  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pntd.0007999  
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When money talks: Judging risk and coercion in high-paying clinical trials  
Christina Leuker, Lasare Samartzidis, Ralph Hertwig, Timothy J. Pleskac  
Research Article | published 31 Jan 2020 PLOS ONE  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0227898  
Abstract 
Millions of volunteers take part in clinical trials every year. This is unsurprising, given that clinical trials 
are often much more lucrative than other types of unskilled work. When clinical trials offer very high 
pay, however, some people consider them repugnant. To understand why, we asked 1,428 
respondents to evaluate a hypothetical medical trial for a new Ebola vaccine offering three different 
payment amounts. Some respondents (27%) used very high pay (£10,000) as a cue to infer the 
potential risks the clinical trial posed. These respondents were also concerned that offering £10,000 
was coercive— simply too profitable to pass up. Both perceived risk and coercion in high-paying clinical 
trials shape how people evaluate these trials. This result was robust within and between respondents. 
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The link between risk and repugnance may generalize to other markets in which parties are partially 
remunerated for the risk they take and contributes to a more complete understanding of why some 
market transactions appear repugnant. 
 
The cost-effectiveness of using pneumococcal conjugate vaccine (PCV13) versus 
pneumococcal polysaccharide vaccine (PPSV23), in South African adults  
Charles Feldman, Sipho K. Dlamini, Shabir A. Madhi, Susan Meiring, Anne von Gottberg, Janetta C. de 
Beer, Margreet de Necker, Marthinus P. Stander  
Research Article | published 29 Jan 2020 PLOS ONE  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0227945  
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Frederico Friedrich, Maria Clara Valadão, Marcos Brum, Talitha Comaru, Paulo Márcio Pitrez, Marcus 
Herbert Jones, Leonardo A. Pinto, Marcelo C. Scotta  
Research Article | published 28 Jan 2020 PLOS ONE  
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The unreasonable effectiveness of deep learning in artificial intelligence  
Terrence J. Sejnowski 
PNAS first published January 28, 2020. https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1907373117  
Abstract 
Deep learning networks have been trained to recognize speech, caption photographs, and translate 
text between languages at high levels of performance. Although applications of deep learning networks 
to real-world problems have become ubiquitous, our understanding of why they are so effective is 
lacking. These empirical results should not be possible according to sample complexity in statistics and 
nonconvex optimization theory. However, paradoxes in the training and effectiveness of deep learning 
networks are being investigated and insights are being found in the geometry of high-dimensional 
spaces. A mathematical theory of deep learning would illuminate how they function, allow us to assess 
the strengths and weaknesses of different network architectures, and lead to major improvements. 
Deep learning has provided natural ways for humans to communicate with digital devices and is 
foundational for building artificial general intelligence. Deep learning was inspired by the architecture of 
the cerebral cortex and insights into autonomy and general intelligence may be found in other brain 
regions that are essential for planning and survival, but major breakthroughs will be needed to achieve 
these goals. 
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Cuellar, Andres Llanos, Irene Zager, Gregorio Díaz Mirabal, Kylen K. Solvik, Mary K. Farina, Paulo 
Moutinho, and Stephan Schwartzman 
PNAS first published January 27, 2020. https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1913321117  
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For decades, Amazon indigenous peoples and local communities (IPLCs) have impeded deforestation 
and associated greenhouse gas emissions. While emissions inside indigenous territories (ITs) and 
protected natural areas (PNAs) remain well below levels outside, unsustainable forest clearing is on the 
rise across the nine-nation region. In addition, Amazon ITs and PNAs are increasingly vulnerable to the 
less conspicuous (and often-neglected) processes of forest degradation and disturbance, which 
diminish carbon storage and ecological integrity. The trend toward weakening of environmental 
protections, indigenous land rights, and the rule of law thus poses an existential threat to IPLCs and 
their territories. Reversing this trend is critical for the future of climate-buffering Amazon forests and 
the success of the Paris Agreement. 
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Original research | English |  
Abstract 
Objectives. 
To compare national essential medicines lists (NEMLs) from countries in the Region of the 
Americas and to identify potential opportunities for improving those lists. 
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Methods. 
In June of 2017, NEMLs from 31 countries in the Americas were abstracted from documents included in 
a World Health Organization (WHO) repository. The lists from the Americas were compared to each 
other and to NEMLs from outside of the Americas, as well as with the WHO Model List of Essential 
Medicines, 20th edition (“WHO Model List”) and the list of the Pan American Health Organization 
(PAHO) Regional Revolving Fund for Strategic Public Health Supplies (“Strategic Fund”). 
Results. 
The number of differences between the NEMLs from the Americas and the WHO Model List 
were similar within those countries (median: 295; interquartile range (IQR): 265 to 347). The NEMLs 
from the Americas were generally similar to each other. While the NEMLs from the Americas coincided 
well with the Strategic Fund list, some medicines were not included on any of those NEMLs. All the 
NEMLs in the Americas included some medicines that were withdrawn due to adverse effects by a 
national regulatory body (median: 8 withdrawn medicines per NEML; IQR: 4 to 12). 
Conclusions. 
The NEMLs in the Americas were fairly similar to each other and to the WHO Model List and 
the Strategic Fund list. However, some areas of treatment and some specific medicines were identified 
that the countries should reassess when revising their NEMLs. 
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Science31 Jan 2020 : 514-515 Restricted Access 
Summary 
Reversing the ongoing degradation of the planet's ecosystems requires timely and detailed monitoring 
of ecosystem change and uses. Yet, the System of National Accounts (SNA), first developed in 
response to the economic crisis of the 1930s and used by statistical offices worldwide to record 
economic activity (for example, production, consumption, and asset accumulation), does not make 
explicit either inputs from the environment to the economy or the cost of environmental degradation 
(1, 2). Experimental Ecosystem Accounting (EEA), part of the System of Environmental-Economic 
Accounting (SEEA), has been developed to monitor and report on ecosystem change and use, using the 
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same accounting approach, concepts, and classifications as the SNA (3). The EEA is part of the 
statistical community's response to move SNA measurement “beyond gross domestic product (GDP).” 
With the first generation of ecosystem accounts now published in 24 countries, and with a push to 
finalize a United Nations (UN) statistical standard for ecosystem accounting by 2021, we highlight key 
advances, challenges, and opportunities. 
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Research Articles 
Mapping global variation in dengue transmission intensity 
By Lorenzo Cattarino, Isabel Rodriguez-Barraquer, Natsuko Imai, Derek A. T. Cummings, Neil M. 
Ferguson 
Science Translational Medicine29 Jan 2020 Restricted Access 
  A downloadable high-resolution map of global dengue transmission intensity helps predict the 
potential impact of control strategies. 
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https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/social-science-and-medicine/vol/245/suppl/C 
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Stability: International Journal of Security & Development  
http://www.stabilityjournal.org/articles 
[Accessed 1 Feb 2020]  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Stanford Social Innovation Review 
Winter 2020   Volume 18, Number 1  
https://ssir.org/issue/winter_2020# 
   Creating lasting social change often requires changing public attitude, not just public policy. Take the 
movements for marriage equality and against smoking in the United States, for example. Learn the six-
step framework that others have used to successfully change public opinion in the cover article 
“Aspirational Communication” in the Winter 2020 issue of Stanford Social Innovation Review. 
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https://irct.org/publications/torture-journal/143 
   This issue of the Torture Journal takes its focus on measuring torture rehabilitation processes and 
results. Scientific contributions on this subject include a measurement of rehabilitation outcomes with 
an instrument designed at the Marjorie Kovler Center in Chicago; a validation study examining 
diagnoses of Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) and Complex Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder 
(CPTSD) in refugee and torture survivor populations; and a study of gender-based violence in 
Honduras, El Salvador and Guatemala.  
   The issue also comprises an applied perspective on organizational development in torture 
rehabilitation programs and two letters to the editor addressing involvement of medical personnel in 
torture in Syria and a response to the concept of psychological torture.  
   Finally, Secretary-General of the International Rehabilitation Council for Torture Victims, Lisa Henry, 
and Chief Executive Officer of STARTTS Centre in Australia, Jorge Aroche, provide an open letter to the 
Torture Journal readers and a celebratory text of STARTTS' 30th anniversary respectively.  
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Editorial 
Strengthening our knowledge base and research capacity for improved adolescent health 
in sub‐Saharan Africa: a South–South–North collaboration 
Justine Nnakate Bukenya et al 
Pages: 2-4 
First Published: 27 November 2019 
 
Original Articles 
The age of opportunity: prevalence of key risk factors among adolescents 10–19 years of 
age in nine communities in sub‐Saharan Africa 
Yemane Berhane et al 
Pages: 15-32 
First Published: 07 November 2019 
 
Sexual and reproductive health knowledge among adolescents in eight sites across sub‐
Saharan Africa 
Jocelyn E. Finlay et al 
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New Technologies: Where To? 
This issue focuses on new technologies and their potential benefits for humanity as well as their 
expanding use in advancing the 2030 Agenda. It explores the promise of our digital age, while posing 
important questions about where these technologies are leading us, and how their misuse could also 
lead to increased inequality and conflict. 
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