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:: Week in Review  
A highly selective capture of strategic developments, research, commentary, analysis and 
announcements spanning Human Rights Action, Humanitarian Response, Health, Education, Holistic 
Development, Heritage Stewardship, Sustainable Resilience. Achieving a balance across these broad 
themes is a challenge and we appreciate your observations and ideas in this regard. This is not 
intended to be a "news and events" digest. 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Happy 75th Birthday, United Nations! 
United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs   
2 January 2020, New York  
   The United Nations makes a difference in the lives of everyone, everywhere. From providing food 
and assistance to 91.4 million people in 83 countries, supplying vaccines to 45 per cent of the world’s 
children, to working with 196 countries to keep global temperature rise well below 2 degrees Celsius. 
The examples are many of how this 193-Member-State strong global organization makes an impact on 
the ground. This year, we will commemorate and reflect on the organization’s first 75 years of 
existence by inviting YOU to join the largest-ever global conversation. 
 
   The United Nations saw the light of day in 1945, when it was created in the wake of the devastating 
World War II, with pledges to save future generations from the atrocities of war and reiterate faith 
in fundamental human rights. Since then, the organization has played a vital role on the world stage, 
bringing countries together in addressing problems that transcend national boundaries and which no 
country can solve on their own… 
 
   Through this UN75 initiative, the United Nations is embarking on the largest, most inclusive 
conversation on the role of global cooperation in building the future we want. The organization is 
calling on people from all walks of life to join dialogues hosted both online and offline, throughout the 
year. By bringing together people’s voices and views in this way, the organization seeks to find out how 
enhanced international cooperation can help realize a better world by 2045, when the UN will celebrate 
its 100th birthday… 

Through this worldwide listening exercise, the UN75 initiative aims to foster a greater sense of global 
citizenship and to empower a critical mass of international actors to address global issues. The views 
and ideas generated, will be presented by the Secretary-General to world leaders and senior UN 
officials on 21 September 2020 at a high-level event to mark the anniversary… 

For more information: UN75 – Shaping our future together  

:::::: 
 
In First Annual Budget Since 1973, Fifth Committee Approves $3.07 Billion for 2020, 
Concluding Main Part of Seventy-Fourth Session 
Delegates Clash over Funding for Mechanism Investigating Serious Crimes in Syria 
General Assembly   Fifth Committee 

https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/nocat-uncategorized/happy-75th-birthday-united-nations.html
http://www.un.org/UN75
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/gaab4350.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/gaab4350.doc.htm


   

  

GA/AB/4350  27 December 2019   
21st Meeting (AM)  
The Fifth Committee (Administrative and Budgetary) concluded the main part of its seventy-fourth 
session on Friday, approving resources totalling $3.07 billion for 2020, its first annual budget 
since 1973 and $200 million more than the $2.87 billion outlay proposed by Secretary-General António 
Guterres in early October. 
 
With the new one-year fiscal cycle for its regular budget, the Organization temporarily leaves behind 
more than four decades of biennium budgets and a year in which it grappled with a severe liquidity 
crunch.  The cash crisis has forced the Organization to limit staff hiring and travel, the hours of 
operation at the New York Headquarters and carry out other cost-saving emergency measures. 
 
At the close of the day-long and at times contentious meeting, Fifth Committee Chairman Andreas D. 
Mavroyiannis (Cyprus) thanked the delegates and the Secretariat staff for their dedication and hard 
work.  The Secretariat handled more than 1,300 questions submitted in writing by Fifth Committee 
members scrutinizing an initial proposed programme budget resolution with more than 
500 paragraphs… 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Featured Journal Content 
 
Lancet Infectious Diseases 
Volume 20, ISSUE 1, P1, January 01, 2020 
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/issue/current 
Personal View 
The public health crisis of underimmunisation: a global plan of action 
Lawrence O Gostin, James G Hodge Jr, Barry R Bloom, Ayman El-Mohandes, Jonathan Fielding, 
Peter Hotez, Ann Kurth, Heidi J Larson, Walter A Orenstein, Kenneth Rabin, Scott C Ratzan, Daniel 
Salmon 
[Excerpts] 
Summary  
Vaccination is one of public health's greatest achievements, responsible for saving billions of lives. Yet, 
20% of children worldwide are not fully protected, leading to 1·5 million child deaths annually from 
vaccine-preventable diseases. Millions more people have severe disabling illnesses, cancers, and 
disabilities stemming from underimmunisation. Reasons for falling vaccination rates globally include low 
public trust in vaccines, constraints on affordability or access, and insufficient governmental vaccine 
investments. Consequently, an emerging crisis in vaccine hesitancy ranges from hyperlocal to national 
and worldwide. Outbreaks often originate in small, insular communities with low immunisation rates. 
Local outbreaks can spread rapidly, however, transcending borders. Following an assessment of 
underlying determinants of low vaccination rates, we offer an action based on scientific evidence, 
ethics, and human rights that spans multiple governments, organisations, disciplines, and sectors.  
 
Introduction 
Vaccination is among public health's greatest achievements, saving billions of lives. Global scourges 
such as smallpox have been eradicated, with polio nearing eradication. Childhood diseases (such as 
measles, mumps, and pertussis) have substantially diminished through modern vaccination practices. 

http://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/issue/current
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(19)30558-4/fulltext


   

  

Yet, one in five children worldwide are not fully protected, resulting in 1·5 million child deaths annually 
from diseases that are preventable by vaccination, including diarrhoea and pneumonia, equating to one 
death every 20 s.1  Millions more people have severe disabling illnesses, cancers, and disabilities from 
infections caused by underimmunisation. Ten highly populous countries with suboptimal immunisation 
systems account for over 70% of the world's unvaccinated children.1 
 
Despite vast benefits, immunisation levels are falling among specific populations in countries at all 
wealth levels. Reasons vary, ranging from low public trust in vaccines to constraints on affordability or 
access. The WHO rates vaccine hesitancy—reluctance or refusal to vaccinate despite vaccine 
availability—as among the top ten global health threats for 2019.2 Overall, both WHO and UNICEF 
report in 2019 that global immunisation rates for common childhood vaccines have flat-lined at 86% 
over the past decade.2, 3  Country rates vary widely, from 25% in Equatorial Guinea to 96% in 
Norway.3 Vaccinations in many countries are falling below levels needed for so-called herd immunity, 
or community protection, resulting in outbreaks. The global incidence of measles increased by 30% 
over the previous year in 2017 alone, with major diphtheria outbreaks in multiple regions.4 
 
The vaccination crisis ranges from hyperlocal to national and worldwide. Outbreaks often originate in 
small, insular communities with low vaccination rates. Yet, local outbreaks can spread rapidly, 
transcending borders. Mass migration and international travel propel infectious diseases across the 
globe. Anti-vaccine messaging targets local communities, but is also disseminated widely on internet 
platforms and social media. Multiple forces driving the resurgence of childhood diseases also threaten 
immunisation campaigns, such as for polio and malaria. 
 
The remarkable promise of immunisation has stubbornly stalled, with losses measured in deaths and 
human suffering.5 In 2018, 20 million children missed out on lifesaving measles, diphtheria, and 
tetanus vaccines.3 Underlying this public health crisis is a striking paradox—vaccines are victims of 
their own success. Immunisations are remarkably effective, closely monitored, and very safe. 
Consequently, many clinicians and parents have not seen the consequences of vaccine-preventable 
diseases and underestimate their harms. Governments also fail to adequately invest in vaccines, from 
research to cold storage and delivery. 
 
There are no simple solutions to this problem, but innovative policies and programmes working in 
concert would substantially increase vaccination rates. We offer an action plan based on scientific 
evidence, ethics, and human rights. Crucially, an effective response must be multidisciplinary and 
multisectoral, spanning governments, international organisations, the private sector, and civil society. 
Our plan begins with an examination of underlying determinants of low vaccination rates… 
 
Generating sustainable solutions 
Underimmunisation is a global crisis requiring sustainable solutions. We offer a three-
pronged strategy: innovative financing for vaccine affordability, accessibility, and 
availability; evidence-based health communication campaigns at local, national, and global 
levels; and law reform that has public acceptance and is fairly implemented. 
 
:: Vaccine affordability, accessibility, and availability 
Projected global funding shortfalls of $7·2 billion (between 2016 and 2020) undermine immunisation 
goals.36 
WHO's 2013 Global Vaccine Action Plan estimated $60 billion needed for 94 LMICs from 2011 to 
2020,37 nearly half of which is unsecured through government or philanthropic sources. WHO also 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(19)30558-4/fulltext#bib1
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(19)30558-4/fulltext#bib1
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(19)30558-4/fulltext#bib2
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(19)30558-4/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(19)30558-4/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(19)30558-4/fulltext#bib3
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(19)30558-4/fulltext#bib4
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(19)30558-4/fulltext#bib5
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(19)30558-4/fulltext#bib3
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(19)30558-4/fulltext#bib36
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(19)30558-4/fulltext#bib37


   

  

seeks an additional $10 billion for its own operations by 2023, including $667 million to “strengthen 
routine vaccination and health systems” and $1·6 billion for polio eradication.38 
Most costs focus on immunisation services, including management, training, social mobilisation, and 
surveillance. Rapid deployment of vaccines in response to emerging threats is also essential to save 
lives and reduce costs. 
 
WHO's Action Plan partners focus on the entire vaccine pipeline—from research, price, storage, and 
delivery to robust health systems. Dedicated funding for national immunisation programmes is an 
essential driver for national and global initiatives. Gavi, for example, generates long-term resources 
through the international finance facility for immunisation and advanced market commitments to 
support pneumococcal vaccines. A global campaign to raise financing to scale should be a major 
priority, especially for low-income countries that are unable to pay for or administer vaccines across 
their populations. Solidarity for universal vaccine availability is warranted because deficiencies in any 
country threaten populations worldwide. Each government must assure robust national immunisation 
systems, but the international community also shares responsibility to fill gaps in capacity through 
enhanced coordination, forecasting, and manufacturer incentives. Global partnerships like the Coalition 
for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations (CEPI) align public and private actors to fund, develop, and 
equitably distribute vaccines. 
 
:: Trustworthy information environment 
Resources alone, of course, cannot ensure high immunisation rates if the public distrusts the quality, 
safety, or effectiveness of vaccines. Gaining trust has become difficult with the rise of nationalist 
populism, which often questions science and casts doubt on expert opinions. The public cannot rely on 
the media to provide unbiased or accurate messages. Although some parents remain vehemently 
opposed to vaccinations, most are open to non-judgmental messages and want the best for their 
children. Altering the informational environment to afford greater salience to accurate, science-based 
messages could assuage parental concerns. WHO, governments, and partners (eg, philanthropists, 
industry, and civil society) should sustainably fund evidence-based engagement and health 
communication strategies that are proactive, timely, and credible, and tailored to specific audiences. 
WHO is generating a hub for vaccination acceptance and demand to provide reliable information and 
tools. Governments should similarly develop national and regional campaigns, including an emphasis on 
behavioural changes. Key components of effective communication campaigns include objective 
messaging in traditional and social media designed to assuage fears and promote accurate health 
information and immunisation outcomes. Campaigns should recruit well trusted spokespeople such as 
leaders in sport, entertainment, and religion. Health engagement is often the most effective at the 
community level through local leaders, teachers, and religious figures. 
 
Governments should also adopt transparent, lawful, and measured regulations to correct or remove 
disinformation from the internet and social media. In the same way that states limit malicious hate 
speech and violent images, they can sensibly regulate patently false or misleading vaccine information. 
Social media enterprises should be held accountable for rooting out irresponsible vaccine rumours 
pervading their platforms. For example, searches for vaccine-related terms on Pinterest are 
automatically diverted to trustworthy vaccine sources like WHO and CDC.39  Furthermore, internet 
search engines should prioritise reliable scientific sources over anti-vaccine websites. 
 
Traditional and social media play a special role in open and free societies, and their independence is 
highly valued. Encouraging self-regulation and ethical corporate responsibility could avoid formal 
regulation. Governments at the 2019 G20 Summit, for example, asked social media companies to 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(19)30558-4/fulltext#bib38
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(19)30558-4/fulltext#bib39


   

  

remove violent, terrorism-related messages and images. Facebook agreed to assess its policies 
governing anti-vaccination information and advertising on its site. YouTube has begun taking down 
misleading videos and images. Moreover, Amazon is removing anti-vaccination videos, books, and 
documentaries. 
 
:: National or regional law reform 
Governments can use legal tools successfully to increase vaccination rates. Efficacious vaccination laws 
can lead to higher immunisation coverage.30 Vaccination mandates passed in France and Italy are 
associated with increased vaccine rates.40 A meta-analysis of European laws, however, did not find a 
strong link between vaccination laws and coverage.24 These disparate findings might suggest that 
legal approaches tailored to local cultures work best. 
 
Vaccination laws must exempt people for legitimate medical reasons, such as infants and 
immunosuppressed individuals. Yet, overzealous reliance on non-medical exemptions can result in 
preventable outbreaks.27 Multiple US studies conclude that school vaccination laws with fewer 
exemptions lowered the incidence of childhood diseases. Governments should consider repealing or 
restricting permissive religious and philosophical exceptions. Such reforms are consistent with freedoms 
of religion and conscience because they do not target particular religious or other communities, but are 
applied fairly and equally throughout society. Parents are responsible for not placing their own, and 
other, children at risk of serious infections. Well tailored laws can also help reduce the number of 
people objecting to vaccinations due to misinformation. 
 
Conclusion 
The global crises of underimmunisation risks hard-won gains in preventing infectious diseases. 
Resurging childhood diseases and fragile global vaccination campaigns necessitate concerted action. 
Our action plan focuses on the prime causes of underimmunisation: vaccine availability, public distrust, 
and lax immunisation laws. Immunisation is a potent public health tool. Finding the political will and 
holding governments accountable are essential. Countless lives can be saved if the international 
community sustainably funds vaccination systems, assures reliable information, and safeguards the 
common good through meaningful law reform. 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Featured Journal Content 
 
The Lancet Child & Adolescent Health 
Volume 4, ISSUE 1, P1, January 01, 2020 
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanchi/issue/current 
Editorial 
Youth without freedom 
The 30th anniversary of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) on Nov 20, 2019, is a 
chance to reflect on the global status of children's rights. A report by UNICEF addresses the progress 
made in the past three decades, including reduced child mortality rates and increased global access to 
education, but notes many outstanding challenges such as increasing poverty, dangers posed by 
climate change, and declining vaccination rates. A Viewpoint by Jeff Goldhagen and colleagues 
discusses these threats to children's health through a rights, justice, and equity lens. 
 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(19)30558-4/fulltext#bib30
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(19)30558-4/fulltext#bib40
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(19)30558-4/fulltext#bib24
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(19)30558-4/fulltext#bib27
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanchi/issue/current
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanchi/article/PIIS2352-4642(19)30385-2/fulltext
https://www.unicef.org/child-rights-convention/convention-text
https://doi.org/10.1016/S2352-4642(19)30346-3


   

  

One focus of the convention is a child's right to an appropriate justice system, protection from danger 
and conflict, and provision of humane detention when necessary. It stresses that deprivation of a 
child's liberty should only be used as a measure of last resort, and for the shortest appropriate period 
of time. The UN Global Study on Children Deprived of Liberty, published on Nov 20, 2019, is therefore 
timely because it provides the first comprehensive data determining the magnitude of the issue of 
children deprived of liberty, its possible justifications and root causes, as well as conditions of detention 
and their harmful effect on the health and development of children. 
 
The UN study indicates that at least 1·3 million children are globally deprived of liberty per year; an 
estimated 410 000 in the administration of justice, 330 000 in migration-related detention, 35 000 in 
armed conflict situations, and 1500 for national security reasons. An additional 19 000 children are 
living with their primary caregivers in prisons and a further 1 million children are in temporary police 
custody. Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and intersex children and adolescents, boys, and those 
with a disability are at increased risk, and constitute a disproportionate share of institutionalised youth. 
External risk factors also contribute—eg, ineffective child welfare systems, insufficient support for 
family environments, low minimum age of criminal responsibility, harsh sentencing, discrimination, 
socioeconomic hardships, and a lack of resources for the administration of justice. 
 
The UNCRC specifies that when children cannot live with their families, “the State should endeavour to 
provide a family-like environment where they can develop their personality, their emotional 
relationships with others, their social and educational skills and their talents”. Due to the formative 
nature of childhood, deprivation of liberty during development can have highly detrimental effects on a 
child's physical and mental health. Although there is little evidence that detention alone is a primary 
cause of health problems, living in overcrowded conditions increases the risk of communicable 
diseases, unnecessary restrictions on movement and physical activity negatively affect development, 
and abuse or neglect while in detention often cause or compound mental and cognitive health 
problems, such as anxiety, depression, or regression of language. Often, health problems in children 
deprived of liberty are further exacerbated by limited accessibility to and low quality of health care. 
 
On Nov 21, WHO released a status report on prison health in Europe detailing the health status of 
those incarcerated in the region. The data present a dire situation, showing enormous health disparities 
between people detained in prison and those living in the community, and highlighting the increased 
risk of suicide and self-harm. The report suggests that prisons and other institutions should be 
considered as public health opportunities, where existing health conditions can be treated and 
improved, and interventions to promote healthy lifestyles and positive behavioural changes can be 
administered. Such approaches are particularly appealing in the context of youth detention. While 
adolescence is a period of unique vulnerability, it also offers great potential because many children and 
young people are receptive to behavioural change and interventions are applied early enough for any 
lifestyle modifications to make enormous gains in future health outcomes. 
 
The UN study shows that sentencing children to custodial prison sentences remains widespread, 
despite recommendations that even when a child has committed a crime, alternative solutions such as 
probation, foster care, or education and vocational training programmes should be considered. Where 
alternatives to custodial prison sentences cannot be found, it is imperative that detained youth are able 
to access the same standard of health care as available in the community. The UNCRC declares that all 
children and adolescents have a right to the highest attainable standard of health. We must not accept 
anything less for those young people deprived of their liberty. 
 

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/StudyChildrenDeprivedLiberty/Pages/Index.aspx
http://www.euro.who.int/en/publications/abstracts/status-report-on-prison-health-in-the-who-european-region-2019


   

  

:::::: 
::::::  
 
Emergencies 
 
Ebola – DRC+ 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
 
Ebola Outbreak in DRC 73: 24 December 2019 
Situation Update 
   In the week of 16 to 22 December 2019, 14 new confirmed Ebola virus disease (EVD) cases were 
reported from four health areas within two health zones in North Kivu province in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo. The new confirmed cases in the past week are from Mabalako Health Zone 
(12/14; 86%) and Butembo Health Zone (2/14; 14%)… 

 
:::::: 
 
DRC Ebola outbreaks  
Military presence leads MSF to stop activities in Ebola-affected Biakato  
Press Release   24 Dec 2019  
   Following security incidents in Biakato, Democratic Republic of Congo, an increase in security – 
including armed military forces – have been deployed around and within health structures. The 
presence of arms and weapons in hospitals and clinics has resulted in Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) 
taking the difficult decision to stop medical activities – including those related to Ebola – in Biakato. 
   “We are no longer able to work in accordance with our principles of neutrality and impartiality,” said 
Ewenn Chenard, Emergency Coordinator for MSF. “We regret this decision, but the presence of armed 
forces around and within the health structures of Biakato goes against our principles.” 
   MSF has been working with the people of Biakato, located in DRC’s northeastern Ituri province, since 
2016, supporting the Ministry of Health. Initially, our activities were dedicated to assisting victims of 
sexual violence… 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
POLIO   
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
 
Statement of the Twenty-Third IHR Emergency Committee Regarding the International 
Spread of Poliovirus 
20 December 2019  
[Excerpts; Editor’s text bolding] 
… 
Wild poliovirus 
The Committee remains gravely concerned by the significant increase in WPV1 cases 
globally to 113 as at 11 December 2019, compared to 28 for the same period in 2018, with 
no significant success yet in reversing this trend… 
 
Vaccine derived poliovirus 

https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/330310/SITREP_EVD_DRC_20191224-eng.pdf
https://www.msf.org/dr-congo-msf-stops-ebola-and-medical-care-due-military-presence
https://www.msf.org/drc-ebola-outbreak-crisis-update#situation
https://www.msf.org/democratic-republic-congo-drc
https://www.msf.org/drc-ebola-outbreak-crisis-update
https://www.msf.org/who-we-are#principles
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/20-12-2019-statement-o-the-twenty-third-ihr-emergency-committee-regarding-the-international-spread-of-poliovirus
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/20-12-2019-statement-o-the-twenty-third-ihr-emergency-committee-regarding-the-international-spread-of-poliovirus


   

  

The multiple cVDPV outbreaks in four WHO regions (African, Eastern Mediterranean, 
South-east Asian and Western Pacific Regions) are very concerning, with seven new 
countries reporting outbreaks since the last meeting (Chad, Cote d’Ivoire, Malaysia, 
Pakistan, Philippines, Togo and Zambia).  Since the last meeting, cVDPV2 has spread through 
West Africa and the Lake Chad area, reaching Cote d’Ivoire, Togo and Chad, and cVDPV1 has spread 
from the Philippines to Malaysia.  
 
The rapid emergence of multiple cVDPV2 strains in several countries is unprecedented and 
very concerning, and not yet fully understood… 
 
Based on the current situation regarding WPV1 and cVDPV, and the reports provided by affected 
countries, the Director-General accepted the Committee’s assessment and on 19 December 
2019 determined that the situation relating to poliovirus continues to constitute a PHEIC, 
with respect to WPV1 and cVDPV.  The Director-General endorsed the Committee’s 
recommendations for countries meeting the definition for ‘States infected with WPV1, cVDPV1 or 
cVDPV3 with potential risk for international spread’, ‘States infected with cVDPV2 with potential risk for 
international spread’ and for ‘States no longer infected by WPV1 or cVDPV, but which remain 
vulnerable to re-infection by WPV or cVDPV’ and extended the Temporary Recommendations under the 
IHR to reduce the risk of the international spread of poliovirus, effective 19 December 2019.  
 
:::::: 
 
Three African countries halt polio outbreaks  
Kenya, Mozambique and Niger have curbed polio outbreaks that erupted in different episodes over the 
past 24 months, allowing them to regain their polio-free status, World Health Organization (WHO) 
announced 
   Brazzaville, 19 December 2019 – Kenya, Mozambique and Niger have curbed polio outbreaks that 
erupted in different episodes over the past 24 months, allowing them to regain their polio-free status, 
World Health Organization (WHO) announced. 
   Transmission of vaccine-derived poliovirus was detected in the three countries in 2018, affecting 12 
children. No other cases have since been detected. 
   “Ending outbreaks in the three countries is proof that the implementation of response activities and 
ensuring that three rounds of high-quality immunization campaigns are conducted can stop the 
remaining outbreaks in the region,” said Dr Modjirom Ndoutabe, Coordinator of the WHO-led polio 
outbreaks Rapid Response Team for the African Region. 
   “We are strongly encouraged by this achievement and determined in our efforts to see polio 
eradicated from the continent. It is a demonstration of the commitment by Governments, WHO and our 
partners to ensure that future generations live free of this debilitating virus,” added Dr Ndoutabe… 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Editor’s Note: 
WHO has posted a refreshed emergencies page which presents an updated listing of Grade 3,2,1 
emergencies as below. 
 
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
Democratic Republic of the Congo  

http://polioeradication.org/news-post/three-african-countries-halt-polio-outbreaks/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cod/en/


   

  

:: Ebola Outbreak in DRC 73: 24 December 2019 
 
Syrian Arab Republic   
:: WHO deeply concerned about deteriorating health conditions in northwest Syria 
   25 December 2019, Geneva-Cairo-Copenhagen –  The World Health Organization today expressed its 
deepening concern about the situation in northwest Syria and the impact hostilities are having on the 
health of a population that has endured sustained hardships, in what is now harsh weather conditions. 
    “The recent military escalation in this area has resulted in loss of lives, injuries and exacerbated 
suffering of civilians, displacing more than 130,000, including women, children and elderly,” said 
Dr Richard Brennan, Director of Health Emergencies for WHO’s Eastern Mediterranean Region. “Some 
have been displaced three times during the nine years of the Syrian conflict,” he added. 
    Among the 12 million people in need of health services in Syria, over 2.7 million are in the northwest 
and half 0.5 million live in the areas south of Idleb, where disruption of fragile health services 
continues… 
 
Mozambique floods   - No new digest announcements identified 
Nigeria - No new digest announcements identified 
Somalia - No new digest announcements identified 
South Sudan   - No new digest announcements identified 
Yemen - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
Myanmar   
:: Bi‐weekly Situation Report 25 - 19 December 2019 
 HIGHLIGHTS  
:: Tuberculosis(TB) performance for the third quarter for Cox’s Bazar District was reviewed at a 
meeting held with a view to strengthening TB programme activities in the district. 
:: Oral Cholera Vaccine (OCV)campaign in Rohingya camps has ended on 14 December.  However, the 
campaign for the host community will continue for the period of 8 to 31 December 2019. 
:: A total of 127 Community Health Worker(CHW) supervisors have received a two-day training on risk 
factors of Non-Communicable Diseases (NCD) and behavioral interventionsin Cox’s Bazar. 
:: The government of Bangladesh through National Expanded Program on Immunization(EPI), is going 
to conduct a month-long Measles Outbreak Response Immunization (ORI) activity from 12 January to 
12 February 2020 in the Rohingya camps. 
SITUATION OVERVIEW 
As per Inter-Sector Coordination Group (ISCG)report of September 2019, there are 914,998 Rohingya 
refugees in Cox’s Bazar. This includes 34,172 refugees from Myanmar who registered before 31st 
August 2017. All refugees, including new arrivals, face compounding vulnerabilities, including in health. 
WHO has been responding to this crisis since September 2017. A summary of response actions from 
epidemiological weeks 49 and 50 of 2019 is presented below… 
 
Niger  
:: L’OMS offre un important lot de médicaments et matériels médicaux au Gouvernement du... 
27 décembre 2019  
Le Niger fait régulièrement face à des urgences de plus en plus complexes avec un impact négatif sur 
la santé des populations. Parmi ces urgences « les maladies à potentiel épidémique », telles que le 

https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/330310/SITREP_EVD_DRC_20191224-eng.pdf
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/syr/en/
https://mailchi.mp/036796eefef9/httpwwwemrowhointyemyemen-newscholera-and-malnutrition-in-yemen-a-real-threat-to-millions-of-peoplehtml-1217625?e=237e1a1e93
https://afro.who.int/countries/mozambique
http://www.who.int/emergencies/nigeria/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/somalia/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ssd/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/yem/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mmr/en/
http://www.searo.who.int/entity/bangladesh/sitrep-25-cxb-ban-final-dec2019.pdf?ua=1
http://afro.who.int/fr/countries/niger
https://www.afro.who.int/fr/news/loms-offre-un-important-lot-de-medicaments-et-materiels-medicaux-au-gouvernement-du-niger-pour


   

  

choléra, la méningite, entre autres, mais aussi « les conséquences sanitaires liées à l’activisme de 
groupes armées non étatiques (GANE) » le long du périmètre des quatre frontières Mali-Burkina Faso-
Nigéria-Niger impliquant dix (10) districts sanitaires (DS) dans la région de Tillabéry, 2 dans celle de 
Tahoua, cinq (5) dans celle de Diffa et 2 dans celle de Maradi, engendrant de grands mouvements de 
populations. 
 
Afghanistan - No new digest announcements identified 
Angola   - No new digest announcements identified 
Burkina Faso [in French]  - No new digest announcements identified 
Burundi  - No new digest announcements identified 
Cameroon  - No new digest announcements identified 
Central African Republic - No new digest announcements identified 
Ethiopia - No new digest announcements identified 
HIV in Pakistan - No new digest announcements identified 
Iran floods 2019 - No new digest announcements identified 
Iraq - No new digest announcements identified 
Libya - No new digest announcements identified 
Malawi floods - No new digest announcements identified 
Measles in Europe - No new digest announcements identified 
MERS-CoV  - No new digest announcements identified 
occupied Palestinian territory  - No new digest announcements identified 
Sudan - No new digest announcements identified 
Ukraine - No new digest announcements identified 
Zimbabwe - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 1 Emergencies  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
Chad  - No new digest announcements identified 
Djibouti - No new digest announcements identified 
Kenya   - No new digest announcements identified 
Mali  - No new digest announcements identified 
Namibia - viral hepatitis  - No new digest announcements identified 
Tanzania  - No new digest announcements identified 
  
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – L3 Emergencies 
The UN and its humanitarian partners are currently responding to three 'L3' emergencies. This is the 
global humanitarian system's classification for the response to the most severe, large-scale 
humanitarian crises.  
Syrian Arab Republic   
:: Syrian Arab Republic: Recent Developments in Northwestern Syria Situation Report No. 4 - As of 2 
January 2020 
 
Yemen - No new digest announcements identified 
 

https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/afg/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/angola
https://www.afro.who.int/fr/countries/burkina-faso
https://www.afro.who.int/countries/burundi
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cmr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/caf/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/eth/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/pak/pakistan-news/pakistan-hiv-outbreak-in-sindh-province.html
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/irn/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/countries/irq/index.html
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/lby/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/malawi
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/communicable-diseases/measles-and-rubella
http://www.who.int/emergencies/mers-cov/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/opt/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/sdn/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ukr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/zwe/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tcd/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/fr/countries/dji/
http://www.afro.who.int/countries/kenya
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mli/en/
http://afro.who.int/news/baseline-assessment-national-viral-hepatitis-response-namibia
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tza/en/
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/syria
https://reliefweb.int/node/3461828
https://reliefweb.int/node/3461828
https://www.unocha.org/yemen


   

  

:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Corporate Emergencies 
When the USG/ERC declares a Corporate Emergency Response, all OCHA offices, branches and 
sections provide their full support to response activities both at HQ and in the field. 
Editor’s Note: 
Ebola in the DRC has bene added as a OCHA “Corporate Emergency” this week: 
CYCLONE IDAI and Kenneth - No new digest announcements identified 
EBOLA OUTBREAK IN THE DRC - No new digest announcements identified 
 

 
*                      *                       *                        * 

 

Agency/Government/IGO Watch 
We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for key 
media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on regional or global 
level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific coverage is limited. Please 
suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
 
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly  
[to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://www.un.org/press/en 
Selected Meetings/Press Releases/Announcements 
3 January 2020  
SG/SM/19925 
World Cannot Afford Another Gulf War, Secretary-General Warns, Citing Escalation 
The following statement was issued today by the Spokesman for UN Secretary-General António 
Guterres 
 
27 December 2019  
GA/AB/4350 
In First Annual Budget Since 1973, Fifth Committee Approves $3.07 Billion for 2020, 
Concluding Main Part of Seventy-Fourth Session 
The Fifth Committee (Administrative and Budgetary) concluded the main part of its seventy-fourth 
session on Friday, approving resources totalling $3.07 billion for 2020, its first annual budget 
since 1973 and $200 million more than the $2.87 billion outlay proposed by Secretary-General António 
Guterres in early October. 
 
 
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true  
Top News 
Israel/OPT: UN expert says ICC war crimes probe would be a “momentous step for 
accountability” 
 
Pakistan blasphemy death sentence for Junaid Hafeez is “travesty of justice”- UN experts 
 
China urged to disclose location of Uyghur academic Tashpolat Tiyip 

https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/southern-and-eastern-africa-rosea/cyclone-idai
https://www.unocha.org/southern-and-eastern-africa-rosea/cyclones-idai-and-kenneth
https://www.unocha.org/drc
https://www.un.org/press/en
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm19925.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/gaab4350.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/gaab4350.doc.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25456&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25456&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25455&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25454&LangID=E


   

  

 
Khashoggi murder: Saudi sentences anything but justice, says expert 
 
 
United Nations Human Rights Council  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL 
Council News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Committee on the Rights of the Child [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the sale and sexual exploitation of children   [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx  
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed 
Conflict [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict 
[to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights   [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx 
Latest news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable 
standard of physical and mental health  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25453&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx


   

  

Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples   [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx 
Latest news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN OCHA [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://www.unocha.org/  
Selected Press Releases     
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Centre for Humanitarian Data/HDX  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://centre.humdata.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNICEF  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases 
Selected Statements, Press Releases, Reports 
Statement 
UNICEF's New Year appeal for Syria: Cease fighting in the northwest and end the nine-
year war 
   Statement by UNICEF Executive Director Henrietta Fore 
02/01/2020  
 
Press release 
New Year’s babies: Over 392,000 children will be born worldwide on New Year’s Day 
   In 2020, UNICEF is calling for world leaders and nations to invest in health workers with the know-
how and equipment to save every newborn 
01/01/2020  
 
Press release 
2019 concludes a ‘deadly decade’ for children in conflict, with more than 170,000 grave 
violations verified since 2010 
   Three-fold rise in verified attacks on children since 2010, an average of 45 violations a day 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx
https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases
https://centre.humdata.org/
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicefs-new-year-appeal-syria-cease-fighting-northwest-and-end-nine-year-war
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicefs-new-year-appeal-syria-cease-fighting-northwest-and-end-nine-year-war
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicefs-new-year-appeal-syria-cease-fighting-northwest-and-end-nine-year-war
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicefs-new-year-appeal-syria-cease-fighting-northwest-and-end-nine-year-war
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/new-years-babies-over-392000-children-will-be-born-worldwide-new-years-day
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/new-years-babies-over-392000-children-will-be-born-worldwide-new-years-day
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/2019-concludes-deadly-decade-children-conflict-more-170000-grave-violations-verified
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/2019-concludes-deadly-decade-children-conflict-more-170000-grave-violations-verified
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/2019-concludes-deadly-decade-children-conflict-more-170000-grave-violations-verified
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/2019-concludes-deadly-decade-children-conflict-more-170000-grave-violations-verified


   

  

29/12/2019  
 
Statement 
Children bear the brunt of intensifying violence in northwest Syria 
   Statement from Ted Chaiban, UNICEF Regional Director for the Middle East and North Africa 
24/12/2019  
 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html 
Selected Announcements  
News comment by UNHCR’s Chief of Mission for Libya, Jean-Paul Cavalieri, about shelling 
close to Gathering and Departure Facility in Tripoli 
2 Jan 2020  
 
Kazakhstan amends laws to ensure universal birth registration and prevent childhood 
statelessness 
26 Dec 2019  
 
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
Selected Announcements 
IOM: Mediterranean Arrivals Reach 110,699 in 2019; Deaths Reach 1,283. World Deaths 
Fall 
2020-01-03 17:49 
Geneva – The International Organization for Migration reported today 110,669 migrants and refugees 
entered Europe by sea during the year just ended, marking the sixth straight year that at least 100,000 
arrivals were recorded on three Mediterranean Sea Routes. 
 
Global Migrant Deaths Decline, but Tragedies Continue Worldwide  
2019-12-20 15:40 
Geneva – As 2019 draws to a close, the International Organization for Migration reports that there has 
been a sharp decline in the number of migrants dying while attempting to cross international borders.   
 
 
UNAIDS [to 4 Jan 2020]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
Selected Press Releases/Reports/Statements 
26 December 2019 
Treating HIV-positive children with speed and skill  
 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 4 Jan 2020]  
WHO Director-General Dr Tedros, video message for new year 2020 
2 January 2020  
   In his new year’s message for 2020, WHO Director-General Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus pays 
tribute to the tireless work of health workers around the world. Dr Tedros highlights the critical 

https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/children-bear-brunt-intensifying-violence-northwest-syria
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/children-bear-brunt-intensifying-violence-northwest-syria
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/1/5e0e05d34/news-comment-unhcrs-chief-mission-libya-jean-paul-cavalieri-shelling-close.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/1/5e0e05d34/news-comment-unhcrs-chief-mission-libya-jean-paul-cavalieri-shelling-close.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/1/5e0e05d34/news-comment-unhcrs-chief-mission-libya-jean-paul-cavalieri-shelling-close.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/1/5e0e05d34/news-comment-unhcrs-chief-mission-libya-jean-paul-cavalieri-shelling-close.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/12/5e0486814/kazakhstan-amends-laws-ensure-universal-birth-registration-prevent-childhood.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/12/5e0486814/kazakhstan-amends-laws-ensure-universal-birth-registration-prevent-childhood.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/12/5e0486814/kazakhstan-amends-laws-ensure-universal-birth-registration-prevent-childhood.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/12/5e0486814/kazakhstan-amends-laws-ensure-universal-birth-registration-prevent-childhood.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/12/5e0486814/kazakhstan-amends-laws-ensure-universal-birth-registration-prevent-childhood.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/12/5e0486814/kazakhstan-amends-laws-ensure-universal-birth-registration-prevent-childhood.html
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases
https://www.iom.int/news/bangladeshi-migrants-return-home-libya-ioms-assistance
https://www.iom.int/news/bangladeshi-migrants-return-home-libya-ioms-assistance
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-mediterranean-arrivals-reach-110699-2019-deaths-reach-1283-world-deaths-fall
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-mediterranean-arrivals-reach-110699-2019-deaths-reach-1283-world-deaths-fall
https://www.iom.int/news/global-migrant-deaths-decline-tragedies-continue-worldwide
http://www.unaids.org/en
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2019/december/uganda-treating-hiv-positive-children-speed-and-skill
https://www.who.int/dg/speeches/detail/who-director-general-dr-tedros-video-message-for-new-year-2020


   

  

contribution these people make to all our lives and flags the urgent need for an additional 18 million 
more.  
 
Year of the Nurse and the Midwife 2020   
   Nurses and midwives play a vital role in providing health services. These are the people who devote 
their lives to caring for mothers and children; giving lifesaving immunizations and health advice; 
looking after older people and generally meeting everyday essential health needs. They are often, the 
first and only point of care in their communities. The world needs 9 million more nurses and midwives 
if it is to achieve universal health coverage by 2030. 
   That’s why the World Health Assembly has designated 2020 the International Year of the Nurse and 
the Midwife… 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO      
:: Three African countries halt polio outbreaks   20 December 2019  
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
No new digest content identified. 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
:: 26 December 2019   News release 
15 years of Indian Ocean tsunami - WHO South-East Asia Region continues to prioritize preparedness 
to respond to public health emergencies 
 
WHO European Region EURO  
:: WHO project wins the Global Aesthetic Achievement of the Year award 03-01-2020 
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: Regional Summit of National Ethics and Bioethics Committees  24 December 2019 
:: WHO doctor awarded for helping the mothers and babies of Gaza  22 December 2019 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2019/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

https://www.who.int/campaigns/year-of-the-nurse-and-the-midwife-2020
http://www.afro.who.int/
https://www.afro.who.int/news/three-african-countries-halt-polio-outbreaks
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=466:2008-media-center-press-releases&Itemid=40108&lang=en
http://www.searo.who.int/
https://www.who.int/southeastasia/news/detail/26-12-2019-15-years-of-indian-ocean-tsunami---who-south-east-asia-region-continues-to-prioritize-preparedness-to-respond-to-public-health-emergencies
https://www.who.int/southeastasia/news/detail/26-12-2019-15-years-of-indian-ocean-tsunami---who-south-east-asia-region-continues-to-prioritize-preparedness-to-respond-to-public-health-emergencies
http://www.euro.who.int/
http://www.euro.who.int/en/data-and-evidence/evidence-informed-policy-making/news/news/2020/01/who-project-wins-the-global-aesthetic-achievement-of-the-year-award2
http://www.emro.who.int/
http://www.emro.who.int/rpc/rpc-news/eastern-mediterraneanarab-states-regional-summit-of-national-ethics-and-bioethics-committees-cairo-egypt-1516-december-2019.html?format=html
http://www.emro.who.int/countries/pse/index.html
http://www.wpro.who.int/
https://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2019/
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release


   

  

UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
Selected Press Releases/Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://www.unenvironment.org/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNDRR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://www.unisdr.org/archive 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/  
Latest News 
Happy 75th Birthday, United Nations! 
2 January 2020, New York  
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
 
UNESCO  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://en.unesco.org/news 
Latest News 
Supporting Documentary Heritage Preservation in the Arab Region 
20 December 2019 
   The rich documentary heritage tradition of the Middle East and North Africa is of extraordinary 
cultural and historic significance. Yet, these collections are facing a myriad of challenges – ranging 
from neglect, natural decay and inadequate housing, to looting and deliberate destruction. Against this 
backdrop, UNESCO, in partnership with the Qatar National Library (QNL), organized a regional 
conference on “Supporting documentary heritage preservation in the Arab region”, held in Doha, Qatar 

http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/
https://www.unenvironment.org/
http://www.unisdr.org/archive
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/nocat-uncategorized/happy-75th-birthday-united-nations.html
http://en.unesco.org/news
https://en.unesco.org/news/supporting-documentary-heritage-preservation-arab-region


   

  

on 1-2 December.  The conference aimed to strengthen collaboration between memory institutions and 
conservation practitioners in the region and to present the findings of UNESCO's survey on 
documentary heritage in the Arab region. 
   The two-day conference featured delegates from institutions in Qatar, Algeria, Iran, Iraq, Jordan, 
Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco, Oman, Palestine, Sudan, Tunisia, Syria and Yemen… 
 
 
International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS)  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://www.icomos.org/en/ 
Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://unhabitat.org/ 
News and Stories 
UN-Habitat and partners in WASH project in Yemen 
Thursday 2 January, 2020  
 
 
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ILO International Labour Organization  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm 
News 
No new digest content identified 
 
 
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://www.icao.int/  
Latest News and Highlights  
No new digest content identified.    
 
 
IMO International Maritime Organization  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx 
Latest Press Briefings  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

https://www.icomos.org/en/
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp
http://unhabitat.org/
https://unhabitat.org/un-habitat-and-partners-in-wash-project-in-yemen
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx


   

  

WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release 
No new digest content identified.    
 
 
UPU  Universal Postal Union   [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://news.upu.int/no_cache/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified.    
 
 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html 
News 
No new digest content identified.    
 
 
International Organization for Standardization (ISO)  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/ 
News 
No new digest content identified.    
 
 
UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://www.unwto.org/news 
News 
No new digest content identified.    
 
 
WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/ 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CBD  Convention on Biological Diversity [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://www.cbd.int/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
USAID [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
DFID  [to 4 Jan 2020] 

https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release
http://news.upu.int/no_cache/news/
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html
https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/
https://www.unwto.org/news
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/
https://www.cbd.int/
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information


   

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ECHO  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news 
Latest News 
EU strengthens humanitarian support for Rohingya crisis with further €10 million 
23/12/2019 
   The European Commission is releasing a further €10 million in humanitarian aid to address the 
Rohingya crisis in Bangladesh and Myanmar. This comes on top of the €33 million funding already 
announced earlier this year and aims to ensure life-saving...  
 
:::::: 
 
African Union [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://www.au.int/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of Social  
Press releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://asean.org/category/news/asean-secretariat-news/ 
Secretariat News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
European Commission [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1 
Press Releases   
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
OECD  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://www.oecd.org/  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Organization of American States (OAS)   [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://www.oas.org/en/ 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://www.oic-oci.org/  

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/eu-strengthens-humanitarian-support-rohingya-crisis-further-10-million_en
http://www.au.int/
http://asean.org/category/news/asean-secretariat-news/
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/publicationsdocuments/bydate/
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_releases.asp
https://www.oic-oci.org/home/?lan=en


   

  

Selected Press Releases 
OIC General Secretariat Welcomes UNGA Resolution Condemning Abuses against Rohingya 
The General Secretariat of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) welcomes the United Nations 
General Assembly resolution strongly condemning rights abuses against Rohingya Muslims and other 
minority groups in Myanmar. ... 
29/12/2019 
 
 
Group of 77  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://www.g77.org/ 
Latest Statements and Speeches 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
UNCTAD  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives]  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Customs Organization – WCO  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://www.wcoomd.org/ 
No new digest content identified..  
 
 
WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
1 January 2020 
The WTO’s 25 years of achievement and challenges 
   As the WTO marks its 25-year anniversary, Director-General Roberto Azevêdo reflects on the 
organisation’s achievements and on the formidable challenges it faces in the coming years.  
 
:::::: 
 
IPU  Inter-Parliamentary Union   [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Court of Justice  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases 
Latest Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 

 
 
International Criminal Court (ICC)  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
Trying individuals for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity 

https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=23064&ref=13883&lan=en
http://www.g77.org/
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx
http://www.wcoomd.org/
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news20_e/dgra_01jan20_e.htm
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases


   

  

https://www.icc-cpi.int/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
World Bank [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week]  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IMF  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
African Development Bank Group  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://www.afdb.org/en 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Africa-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of No new 
digest content identified. 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Asian Development Bank  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://www.adb.org/news/releases 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-
level announcements are added each week] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank   [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-
level announcements are added each week] 
News  
Beijing, China, Dec. 31, 2019 
AIIB Welcomes Two New Prospective Members 
   Today, the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) announced that its Board of Governors has 
adopted resolutions approving two applicants to join the Bank, bringing its total approved membership 
to 102.  
 
 
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

https://www.icc-cpi.int/
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article
https://www.afdb.org/en
http://www.adb.org/news/releases
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/2019/20191231_001.html
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news


   

  

Islamic Development Bank  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://www.isdb.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 

 
 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 

 
:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
   We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new research and 
major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, collaborations, and initiatives 
across the human rights, humanitarian response and development spheres of action.  WE will not 
reference fundraising announcements, programs, events or appeals, and generally not include content 
which is primarily photo-documentation or video in format. 
 
 
Action Contre la Faim – Action Against Hunger  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org 
Communiqués de presse 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Alliance for International Medical Action (ALIMA)  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://www.alima-ngo.org/en/press-room 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://newsroom.amref.org/category/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Aravind Eye Care System  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://aravind.org/ 
Accolades 
Pune Netra Seva National Award for Aravind Eye Care System 
Pune, December 29 
   Pune Netra Seva Prathisthan conferred the award on Aravind and Dr. P. Namperumalsamy, Chairman 
Emeritus received the same. Close to 20 Aravind alumni in and around Pune attended the award 
ceremony. Dr. Namperumalsamy interacted with the alumni and it turned out to be a memorable 
occasion. 
 
  
BRAC  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://www.brac.net/#news 
Latest 
Financial inclusion  

https://www.isdb.org/
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/
https://www.alima-ngo.org/en/press-room
http://amref.org/news/news/
https://newsroom.amref.org/category/press-releases/
https://aravind.org/
https://aravind.org/2020/01/?post_type=aravindnews
http://www.brac.net/#news


   

  

Women’s financial inclusion: The smart thing to do 
December 24, 2019  
by Mercy Wachira  
 
 
CARE International  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clubhouse International  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://www.drc.dk/news 
NEWS 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ECPAT  [to 4 Jan 2020]  
http://www.ecpat.net/news 
News & Updates 
Top 10 stories from 2019 – This is how children are sexually exploited around the world 
03/01/2020 
 
 
Fountain House  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Humanity & Inclusion  [nee Handicap International]  [to 4 Jan 2020]  
http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports    
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Heifer International  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://www.heifer.org/ 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HelpAge International  [to 4 Jan 2020]  
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/ 

http://blog.brac.net/womens-financial-inclusion-the-smart-thing-to-do/
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html
https://www.drc.dk/news
http://www.ecpat.net/news
https://www.ecpat.org/news/ecpat-top-10-2019/
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press
http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases
https://www.heifer.org/
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/


   

  

Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ICRC  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports       
Syria: Alarming humanitarian situation in the northwest 
   Geneva (ICRC) - The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) is concerned by the further 
deterioration of the humanitarian situation in northwestern Syria. 
03-01-2020 | News release  
 
 
IFRC   [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Medical Corps (IMC)   [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IRC  International Rescue Committee  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 
Media highlights 
Statement  
Doctors in Idlib tell IRC 'hospitals are full' 
December 28, 2019  
 
Press Release  
Major humanitarian catastrophe in Idlib on the horizon, warns the International Rescue 
Committee 
December 23, 2019  
 
Press Release  
IRC Yemen office and women’s center targeted and hit by RPGs in Al Dhale’e 
December 22, 2019  
 
 
IRCT  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://irct.org/ 
News    
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Islamic Relief Worldwide  [to 4 Jan 2020]  

https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/syria-alarming-humanitarian-situation-northwest
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/
https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/doctors-idlib-tell-irc-hospitals-are-full
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/major-humanitarian-catastrophe-idlib-horizon-warns-international-rescue-committee
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/major-humanitarian-catastrophe-idlib-horizon-warns-international-rescue-committee
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/irc-yemen-office-and-womens-center-targeted-and-hit-rpgs-al-dhalee
https://irct.org/


   

  

https://www.islamic-relief.org/ 
News  
Indonesia 
Islamic Relief responds as deadly floods strike Jakarta 
Published: 3 January, 2020  
 
 
Landsea   [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
Jan 03 2020  
Press Release: India’s murky inheritance laws reinforce gender discrimination, undermine 
women’s land rights 
 
 
Medecins du Monde   [to 4 Jan 2020]  
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Mercy Corps [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 

 
 

MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 4 Jan 2020]  
http://www.msf.org/ 
Latest [Selected Announcements] 
Syria  
“There are no safe places for people in Idlib”  
Interview 27 Dec 2019  
 
DRC Ebola outbreaks  
Crisis update - December 2019  
Crisis Update 27 Dec 2019  
 
DRC Ebola outbreaks  
Military presence leads MSF to stop activities in Ebola-affected Biakato  
Press Release   24 Dec 2019  
   Following security incidents in Biakato, Democratic Republic of Congo, an increase in security – 
including armed military forces – have been deployed around and within health structures. The 
presence of arms and weapons in hospitals and clinics has resulted in Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) 
taking the difficult decision to stop medical activities – including those related to Ebola – in Biakato. 
   “We are no longer able to work in accordance with our principles of neutrality and impartiality,” said 
Ewenn Chenard, Emergency Coordinator for MSF. “We regret this decision, but the presence of armed 
forces around and within the health structures of Biakato goes against our principles.” 
   MSF has been working with the people of Biakato, located in DRC’s northeastern Ituri province, since 

https://www.islamic-relief.org/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/islamic-relief-responds-as-deadly-floods-strike-jakarta/
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/
https://www.landesa.org/press-and-media/press-release-indias-murky-inheritance-laws-reinforce-gender-discrimination-undermine-womens-land-rights
https://www.landesa.org/press-and-media/press-release-indias-murky-inheritance-laws-reinforce-gender-discrimination-undermine-womens-land-rights
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases
http://www.msf.org/
https://www.msf.org/people-forced-flee-camps-and-safe-areas-idlib-syria
https://www.msf.org/drc-ebola-outbreak-crisis-update
https://www.msf.org/dr-congo-msf-stops-ebola-and-medical-care-due-military-presence
https://www.msf.org/drc-ebola-outbreak-crisis-update#situation
https://www.msf.org/democratic-republic-congo-drc
https://www.msf.org/drc-ebola-outbreak-crisis-update
https://www.msf.org/who-we-are#principles


   

  

2016, supporting the Ministry of Health. Initially, our activities were dedicated to assisting victims of 
sexual violence… 
 
 
Operation Smile  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office 
Program Schedule 
Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve every 
opportunity for safe surgical care.  
 
  
OXFAM [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://www.oxfam.org/en/ 
Selected News/Announcements   
Oxfam and partners: Water, food and shelter first priorities in coastal communities 
devastated by Phanfone 
27 December 2019 
A day after the devastation wrought by Typhoon Phanfone (local name: Ursula), which made seven 
landfalls mainly in Central Philippines between December 24 until the afternoon of December 25, 
development agency Oxfam and its partners say there is an urgent need for humanitarian assistance. 
 
Oxfam Office in Al Dhale’e, Yemen Hit by RPGs  
23 December 2019 
On 22 December, at around 1am, Oxfam’s office in Al Dhale’e was hit by two RPGs (rocket-propelled 
grenades). One hit the roof, while the other hit the office gate. Neither of the guards on duty were 
injured and there were no other staff present. The offices of several other agencies in Al Dhale’e were 
also targeted at around the same time. 
 
 
Norwegian Refugee Council   [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://www.nrc.no/ 
Latest news from NRC 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Pact  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://www.pactworld.org/  
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Partners In Health  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://www.pih.org/blog   
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
PATH  [to 4 Jan 2020]  

http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office
http://www.operationsmile.org/approach/program-schedule
https://www.oxfam.org/en/
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/oxfam-and-partners-water-food-and-shelter-first-priorities-coastal-communities
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/oxfam-and-partners-water-food-and-shelter-first-priorities-coastal-communities
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/oxfam-office-al-dhalee-yemen-hit-rpgs
http://www.nrc.no/
http://www.pactworld.org/
http://www.pih.org/blog


   

  

https://www.path.org/media-center/  
Selected Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Plan International/BORNEfonden  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Save The Children [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://www.savethechildren.net/news 
4 January 2020 - Australia 
Save the Children sets up Child Friendly Spaces to help bushfire hit communities 
 
3 January 2020 - Indonesia 
Save the Children in Indonesia ready to support children and their families hit by Jakarta 
floods  
 
27 December 2019 - Global 
Nearly seven million displaced children face freezing weather  
 
 
SOS-Kinderdorf International  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Tostan  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://www.tostan.org 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Women for Women International  [to 4 Jan 2020]  
https://www.womenforwomen.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Vision  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://wvi.org/ 
Newsroom  
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
Electronic Frontiers Foundation 
https://www.eff.org/updates?type=press_release 
No new digest content identified. 

https://www.path.org/media-center/
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre
https://www.savethechildren.net/news
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/save-children-sets-child-friendly-spaces-help-bushfire-hit-communities
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/save-children-sets-child-friendly-spaces-help-bushfire-hit-communities
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/save-children-indonesia-ready-support-children-and-their-families-hit-jakarta-floods
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/save-children-indonesia-ready-support-children-and-their-families-hit-jakarta-floods
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/save-children-indonesia-ready-support-children-and-their-families-hit-jakarta-floods
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/save-children-indonesia-ready-support-children-and-their-families-hit-jakarta-floods
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/nearly-seven-million-displaced-children-face-freezing-weather
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/nearly-seven-million-displaced-children-face-freezing-weather
https://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/news
http://www.tostan.org/latest-news
https://www.womenforwomen.org/
http://wvi.org/newsroom
https://www.eff.org/updates?type=press_release


   

  

 
 
Freedom House [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://freedomhouse.org/news 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Human Rights Watch  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://www.hrw.org/ 
Featured Commentary, Announcements, Statements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Transparency International  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
::::: 
 
ChildFund Alliance  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://childfundalliance.org/ 
News/ Statements 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
CONCORD  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://concordeurope.org/  
Latest News and Events 
Website not responding at inquiry. 
 
 
The Elders  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://theelders.org/news-media 
Selected Press Releases and Major Announcements 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
Evidence Aid   [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://www.evidenceaid.org/ 
Content 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gavi [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://www.gavi.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 

https://freedomhouse.org/news
https://www.hrw.org/
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases
https://childfundalliance.org/
http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/
http://theelders.org/news-media
http://www.evidenceaid.org/
https://www.gavi.org/


   

  

 
 
Global Fund  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Hilton Prize Coalition [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ICVA - International Council of Voluntary Agencies   [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://icvanetwork.org/ 
Latest resources, events, content 
Upcoming events 
ICVA Annual Conference 2020: Protecting principled humanitarian action: an honest 
conversations on risk  
March 18, 2020 - 8:30am to 6:00pm 
Le Centre International de Conférences Genève 
 
 
InterAction  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://www.interaction.org/ 
Latest Updates 
Crises & Countries in Conflict  
Five things you should know about the Rohingya Refugee Response 
Aliza Vaccher  
Dec 30, 2019  
 
:::::: 
 
3ie  International Initiative for Impact Evaluation [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://www.3ieimpact.org/ 
Publications 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CHS Alliance  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://chsalliance.org/ 
New website no longer posts press releases or announcements. 
 
 
Development Initiatives   [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://devinit.org/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 

https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/
https://icvanetwork.org/
https://www.icvanetwork.org/node/8191
https://www.icvanetwork.org/node/8191
http://www.interaction.org/
https://www.interaction.org/blog/five-things-you-should-know-about-the-rohingya-refugee-response/
https://www.interaction.org/blog/five-things-you-should-know-about-the-rohingya-refugee-response/
http://www.3ieimpact.org/
http://chsalliance.org/
http://devinit.org/news/


   

  

::::::  
 
Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action 
(ALNAP)     [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://www.alnap.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CERAH – Geneva Centre for Education and Research in Humanitarian Action  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://cerahgeneve.ch/events/news/ 
CERAH News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre 
LATEST PRESS RELEASES 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
EHLRA/R2HC   [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Groupe URD   [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://www.urd.org/en/ 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Humanitarian Studies Association  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://ihsa.info/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
INEE – an international network for education in emergencies   [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://www.ineesite.org/en/news 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP)  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://phap.org/ 
Association news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

http://www.alnap.org/
https://cerahgeneve.ch/events/news/
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre
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https://phap.org/


   

  

Sphere  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://www.spherestandards.org/news-and-events/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Start Network [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs 
News and Blog 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
Brookings 
http://www.brookings.edu/ 
Accessed 4 Jan 2020 
Latest Research 
Taiwan  
Taiwan’s January 2020 elections: Prospects and implications for China and the United 
States 
Kharis Templeman 
December 2019  
 
Report  
Development of a computational modeling laboratory for examining tobacco control 
policies: Tobacco Town 
Ross A. Hammond, Todd B. Combs, Austen Mack-Crane, Matt Kasman, Amy Sorg, Doneisha Snider, 
and Douglas A. Luke 
Monday, December 30, 2019  
 
Demographics & Population  
The 2010s may have seen the slowest population growth in U.S. history 
William H. Frey 
January 2, 2020  
 
 
Center for Global Development    [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center 
News and Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CSIS  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://www.csis.org/ 
Selected Reports 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

https://www.spherestandards.org/news-and-events/
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ODI   [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://www.odi.org/  
Selected Press Releases & Reports 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
RoRI [Research on Research Institute]  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://researchonresearch.org/ 
We're an open and independent new initiative providing data, analysis and intelligence on how to make 
research systems more strategic, open, diverse and inclusive. 
News and Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
  
Urban Institute   [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://www.urban.org/publications 
Publications 
Housing Finance At A Glance: A Monthly Chartbook, December 2019  
The December 2019 edition of At A Glance, the Housing Finance Policy Center’s reference guide for 
mortgage and housing market data, includes updated figures describing the size and value of the US 
housing market, first lien origination volume and composition, the share of loans in and near negative 
equity, and a special quarterly feature on GSE loan composition, repurchase rates, defaults, and loss 
severity.  
Laurie Goodman, Alanna McCargo, Edward Golding, Jim Parrott, Sheryl Pardo, Todd M. Hill-Jones, 
Karan Kaul, Sarah Strochak, John Walsh, Alison Rincon, Caitlin Young 
December 30, 2019  
Research Report 
  
Introduction to Data Quality: A Guide for Promise Neighborhoods on Collecting Reliable 
Information to Drive Programming and Measure Results  
Data quality has received much attention in the business community, but nonprofit service providers 
have not had the same tools and resources to address their needs for collecting, maintaining, and 
reporting high-quality data. While high-quality data can help improve outcomes, poor-quality data can 
do harm. This brief provides a basic overview of data quality management principles and practices that 
Promise Neighborhoods and  
Peter A. Tatian, Benny Docter, Macy Rainer 
December 24, 2019  
Brief 
  
 
The Wistar Institute   [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://www.wistar.org/news/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Economic Forum    [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/ 
Media 
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No new digest content identified. 
 
 
*                      *                       *                        * 
 
 

:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will primarily monitor press/media releases announcing key initiatives and new research from a 
growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, humanitarian 
response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended to be exhaustive, but 
indicative.  
 
 

Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/ 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Blue Meridian Partners [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/ 
Blue Meridian Partners is a new capital aggregation collaboration that plans to invest at least $1 billion 
in high-performance nonprofits that are poised to have truly national impact for economically 
disadvantaged children and youth.  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Annie E. Casey Foundation   [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clinton Foundation  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Co Impact   [to 4 Jan 2020] 
www.co-impact.io 
Co-Impact is a global philanthropic collaborative for systems change focused on improving the lives of 
millions of people around the world. 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

https://alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/
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Ford Foundation  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://www.fordfoundation.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
J. Paul Getty Trust  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://news.getty.edu/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

Grameen Foundation    [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://www.grameenfoundation.org/news-events/press-room 
01/02/2020  
Grameen Foundation to design mobile financial and business curriculum to empower 
women entrepreneurs in Latin America. 
The gender gap that exists in access to mobile technology creates significant barriers to eradicating 
poverty among Latin American women and their families. 
 
 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/  
Latest Updates  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
Our News 
Understanding Place-Based Strategies to Strengthening Early Childhood Systems 
By Lisa Bohmer   December 20, 2019 
 
 
IKEA Foundation    [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

http://www.fordfoundation.org/
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Kaiser Family Foundation  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://www.kff.org/search/?post_type=press-release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Kellogg Foundation  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media 
Selected Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Aga Khan Foundation   [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
MacArthur Foundation  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://www.macfound.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation   [to 4 Jan 2020] 

https://mellon.org/ 
Mellon News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://www.moore.org/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Open Society Foundations  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/newsroom 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://www.packard.org/news/ 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Pew Charitable Trusts  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room 
Press Releases & Statements 

https://www.kff.org/search/?post_type=press-release
https://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media
https://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation
http://www.macfound.org/
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Website under site maintenance at inquiry 
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/ 
The Latest 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/  
Latest News and Highlights 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Science Philanthropy Alliance   [to 4 Jan 2020] 
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/ 
“…a group of organizations working together to increase philanthropic support for basic scientific 
research on a global basis…” 
January 2, 2020 
A Calling for Moonshot Philanthropy [via The Moonshot Catalog]  
 
 
SDG Philanthropy Platform 
http://sdgfunders.org/ 
SDG Philanthropy Platform is a collaboration between philanthropy and the greater international 
development community led by Foundation Center, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
and Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, and supported by the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, Ford 
Foundation and the MasterCard Foundation, the Brach Family Foundation, and other key organizations 
such as Asociación de Fundaciones Empresariales (AFE) in Colombia, Brach Family Charitable 
Foundation, CAF America, Council on Foundations, East Africa Association of Grantmakers (EAAG), 
European Foundation Centre, Filantropi Indonesia (FI), GlobalGiving, The Humanitarian Forum, World 
Congress of Muslim Philanthropists, and Worldwide Initiatives for Grantmaker Support (WINGS). 
Selected Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://sloan.org/about/press  
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
News | 28 December 2019  
MBE for Nicola Perrin in Queen’s New Year Honours  
   Nicola Perrin, former Head of Policy at Wellcome and latterly Head of Understanding Patient Data, 
has been awarded an MBE for her work on championing the responsible use of patient data. 

https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom/news-releases.html
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http://sdgfunders.org/
https://sloan.org/about/press
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news
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:::::: 
 
Candid [formerly Foundation Center and GuideStar]  [to 4 Jan 2020 
https://candid.org/about/press-room?fcref=pg 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Council on Foundations  [to 4 Jan 2020] 
https://www.cof.org/newsroom 
No new digest content identified. 

 
 
*                       *                       *                        * 
 
 

:: Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in human 
rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be exhaustive. We will 
add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon recommendation from 
readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content but note that successful access 
to some of the articles and other content may require subscription or other access arrangement unique 
to the publisher. Please suggest additional journals you feel warrant coverage. 
 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
January 2020 Volume 48, Issue 1, p1-122  
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
January 2020 Volume 58, Issue 1, p1-164  
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current  
Research Articles 
The Association Between Gender Inequality and Sexual Violence in the U.S. 
Megan C. Kearns, Ashley Schappell D'Inverno, Dennis E. Reidy 
p12–20 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
January 2020  110(1) 
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
Volume 101, Issue 6, 2019  

https://candid.org/about/press-room?fcref=pg
https://www.cof.org/newsroom
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http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/14761645/101/6 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
17 December 2019 Vol: 171, Issue 12  
http://annals.org/aim/issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Antiquity – A Review of World Archeology 
Latest Issue: Issue 372 - December 2019 
https://antiquity.ac.uk/latest 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed 4 Jan 2020) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Global Health 
November 2019 - Volume 4 - 6 
https://gh.bmj.com/content/4/6 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 4 Jan 2020) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 4 Jan 2020) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Medical Ethics  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 
(Accessed 4 Jan 2020)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Medicine 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content 

http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/14761645/101/6
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https://antiquity.ac.uk/latest
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/
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(Accessed 4 Jan 2020)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content 
(Accessed 4 Jan 2020) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Public Health 
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles 
(Accessed 4 Jan 2020) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Research Notes  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content 
(Accessed 4 Jan 2020) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Open 
January 2020 - Volume 10 - 1 
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/current 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Bulletin of the World Health Organization   
Volume 98, Number 1, January 2020, 1-76 
https://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/98/1/en/ 
EDITORIALS 
Improving quality of care in fragile, conflict-affected and vulnerable settings 
— Shamsuzzoha Babar Syed, Sheila Leatherman, Matthew Neilson, Andre Griekspoor, Dirk Horemans, 
Mondher Letaief & Edward Kelley 
http://dx.doi.org/10.2471/BLT.19.246280  
   … The challenge of addressing quality is compounded because fragile, conflict-affected and 
vulnerable settings do not represent a homogenous set of circumstances. Services provided may be 
directly supported or sometimes provided by humanitarian and development agencies. Over the past 
20 years, the international humanitarian community acknowledged the need to ensure standards, such 
as through the Sphere project.11 The formulation of the Core Humanitarian Standard on Quality and 
Accountability, technical guidelines and indicators adapted to such settings have all been proposed. 
Many of these initiatives address some of the eight elements mentioned above. Building on this 
foundation, the global health and humanitarian community should meet the challenge of delivering 
quality services that are effective, safe and people-centred. 
 
RESEARCH 
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Health-care investments for the urban populations, Bangladesh and India 
— Daphne CN Wu, Eduardo P Banzon, Hellen Gelband, Brian Chin, Varsha Malhotra, Sonalini Khetrapal, 
David Watkins, Sungsup Ra, Dean T Jamison & Prabhat Jha 
http://dx.doi.org/10.2471/BLT.19.234252 
 
Development assistance for community health workers in 114 low- and middle-income 
countries, 2007–2017 
— Chunling Lu, Daniel Palazuelos, Yiqun Luan, Sonia Ehrlich Sachs, Carole Diane Mitnick, Joseph 
Rhatigan & Henry B Perry 
http://dx.doi.org/10.2471/BLT.19.235499  
 
POLICY & PRACTICE 
An end to coercion: rights and decision-making in mental health care 
— Kanna Sugiura, Faraaz Mahomed, Shekhar Saxena & Vikram Patel 
http://dx.doi.org/10.2471/BLT.19.234906  
 
 
Child Care, Health and Development  
Volume 45, Issue 6   Pages: 773-876   November 2019 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13652214/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Clinical Therapeutics 
December 2019 Volume 41, Issue 12, p2461-2680  
http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Clinical Trials 
Volume 16 Issue 6, December 2019  
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/ctja/16/6 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Conflict and Health 
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 4 Jan 2020] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Contemporary Clinical Trials 
Volume 87   December 2019 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/contemporary-clinical-trials/vol/87/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The CRISPR Journal 

https://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/98/1/19-234252-ab/en/
http://dx.doi.org/10.2471/BLT.19.234252
https://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/98/1/19-235499-ab/en/
https://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/98/1/19-235499-ab/en/
http://dx.doi.org/10.2471/BLT.19.235499
https://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/98/1/19-234906-ab/en/
http://dx.doi.org/10.2471/BLT.19.234906
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13652214/current
http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/current
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/ctja/16/6
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/contemporary-clinical-trials/vol/87/suppl/C


   

  

Volume 2, Issue 6 / December 2019 
https://www.liebertpub.com/toc/crispr/2/6 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Current Genetic Medicine Reports 
Volume 7, Issue 4, December 2019 
https://link.springer.com/journal/40142/7/4 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Current Opinion in Infectious Diseases 
February 2020 - Volume 33 - Issue 1  
https://journals.lww.com/co-infectiousdiseases/pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Developing World Bioethics 
Volume 19, Issue 4  Pages: 187-247  December 2019 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14718847/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Development in Practice  
Volume 29, Issue 8, 2019 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cdip20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Development Policy Review 
Volume 38, Issue 1  Pages: 1-158  January 2020 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14677679/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disability and Rehabilitation: Assistive Technology 
Volume 14, Issue 8, 2019 
http://informahealthcare.com/toc/idt/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disaster Medicine and Public Health Preparedness  
Volume 13 - Issue 5-6 - December 2019  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/disaster-medicine-and-public-health-preparedness/ 
Commentary 
Clarification of the Concept of Risk Communication and its Role in Public Health Crisis 
Management in China  
Wuqi Qiu, Cordia Chu  
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Published online by Cambridge University Press: 10 June 2019, pp. 834-836 
Abstract 
Risk communication plays a very important role in the prevention of public health crisis events and has 
been considered by the World Health Organization (WHO) to be 1 of the main functions of an 
emergency public health crisis. However, it is a relatively new research field in China, so many people 
have mistaken understandings of risk communication. This article will describe the concept and 
importance of risk communication and briefly introduce the role of risk communication in public health 
crisis management. It also provides information for the prevention of public health crisis events in the 
future. 
 
Original Research 
Riots in Beirut: Description of the Impact of a New Type of Mass Casualty Event on the 
Emergency System in Lebanon  
Mohamad El Warea, Roula Sasso, Rana Bachir, Mazen El Sayed 
Published online by Cambridge University Press: 06 June 2019, pp. 849-852  
Abstract 
Introduction: 
In the summer of 2015, Beirut experienced a garbage crisis that led to rioting. Riot control measures 
resulted in multiple casualties. This study examines injury patterns of riot victims presenting to the 
emergency department of a tertiary care center in a developing country. 
Methods: 
A retrospective study was conducted in the emergency department of the American University of Beirut 
Medical Center between August 22 and August 30, 2015. Patients seen in the emergency department 
with riot injuries were included. Patient characteristics, injuries, and resources utilized in the 
emergency department were analyzed. 
Results: 
Ninety-five patients were identified. Most patients presented to the emergency department within a 
short time period. The mean age of the patients was 28.0 ± 8.7 years. Most (90.5%) of the patients 
were males and 92.6% were protestors. Emergency medical services were utilized by 41.0% of 
patients. Laceration was the most common presenting complaint (28.5%), and blunt trauma was the 
most common type of injury (50.5%). The head/face/neck was the most common injured body region 
(55.8%). Most patients did not require blood tests or procedures (91.6% and 61.0%, respectively), and 
91.2% of patients were treated in the emergency department and discharged. One patient required 
intensive care unit admission and another was dead on arrival. 
Conclusions: 
Most patients had mild injuries on presentation. The emergency department experienced a high influx 
of patients. Complications and deaths can occur from seemingly nonlethal weapons used during riots 
and warrant effective prehospital and hospital disaster planning. 
 
US Governmental Spending for Disaster-Related Research, 2011–2016: Characterizing the 
State of Science Funding Across 5 Professional Disciplines  
Thomas D. Kirsch, Mark Keim  
Published online by Cambridge University Press: 30 May 2019, pp. 912-919 
Conclusion: 
US federal funding for disaster-related research is limited and highly variable during 2011–2016. There 
are no clear reasons for apportionment. There appears to be an absence of prioritization. There does 
not appear to be a strategy for alignment of research with national disaster policies. 
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Emotional and Physical Child Abuse in The Context of Natural Disasters: A Focus on Haiti  
Sony Subedi, Susan Bartels, Colleen Davison 
Published online by Cambridge University Press: 29 May 2019, pp. 927-935  
 
Disaster Medicine: A Comprehensive Review of the Literature From 2016  
Ritu R. Sarin, John L. Hick, Alicia A. Livinski, Jennifer Nieratko, Meghan Treber, Audrey Mazurek, 
Shayne Brannman, Paul Biddinger, Jonathan Burstein, Gregory Ciottone, Scott Goldberg, Andrew 
Milsten, Ira Nemeth, Eric Goralnick  
Published online by Cambridge University Press: 19 June 2019, pp. 946-957 
Abstract 
Objective: 
The Society of Academic Emergency Medicine Disaster Medicine Interest Group, the Office of the 
Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response – Technical Resources, Assistance Center, and 
Information Exchange (ASPR TRACIE) team, and the National Institutes of Health Library searched 
disaster medicine peer-reviewed and gray literature to identify, review, and disseminate the most 
important new research in this field for academics and practitioners. 
Methods: 
MEDLINE/PubMed and Scopus databases were searched with key words. Additional gray literature and 
focused hand search were performed. A Level I review of titles and abstracts with inclusion criteria of 
disaster medicine, health care system, and disaster type concepts was performed. Eight reviewers 
performed Level II full-text review and formal scoring for overall quality, impact, clarity, and 
importance, with scoring ranging from 0 to 20. Reviewers summarized and critiqued articles scoring 
16.5 and above. 
Results: 
Articles totaling 1176 were identified, and 347 were screened in a Level II review. Of these, 193 (56%) 
were Original Research, 117 (34%) Case Report or other, and 37 (11%) were Review/Meta-Analysis. 
The average final score after a Level II review was 11.34. Eighteen articles scored 16.5 or higher. Of 
the 18 articles, 9 (50%) were Case Report or other, 7 (39%) were Original Research, and 2 (11%) 
were Review/Meta-Analysis. 
Conclusions: 
This first review highlighted the breadth of disaster medicine, including emerging infectious disease 
outbreaks, terror attacks, and natural disasters. We hope this review becomes an annual source of 
actionable, pertinent literature for the emerging field of disaster medicine. 
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Food Security  
Volume 11, Issue 6, December 2019 
https://link.springer.com/journal/12571/11/6 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Forced Migration Review (FMR) 
FMR 62  October 2019  
https://www.fmreview.org/return/contents 
Return: voluntary, safe, dignified and durable?  
  Voluntary return in safety and with dignity has long been a core tenet of the international refugee 
regime. In the 23 articles on ‘Return’ in this issue of FMR, authors explore various obstacles to 
achieving sustainable return, discuss the need to guard against premature or forced return, and debate 
the assumptions and perceptions that influence policy and practice. This issue also includes a mini-
feature on ‘Towards understanding and addressing the root causes of displacement’. 
[ 23 articles on special issue theme; 7 general articles] 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Gates Open Research 
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Open Letter  
Revised  
A novel initiative to improve access to medicines for control of non-communicable diseases 
in low-and middle- income countries 
[version 2; peer review: 2 approved with reservations]  
Linda M. Mobula1,2, Stephen Sarfo3, Lynda Arthur4, Gilbert Burnham2, Daniel Ansong5, Jacob Plange-
Rhule6, David Ofori-Adjei7 
Abstract  
   The global burden of non-communicable diseases (NCDs) is growing, and access to prevention and 
treatment strategies remain limited, especially for those in low- and middle-income countries (LMICs). 
   Novel approaches are needed to improve access and affordability of medicines that can treat NCDs in 
LMICs.  The Access and Affordability Initiative (AAI) is a public private partnership aiming to improve 
access to and availability of essential medicines for the treatment of NCDs and strengthening of health 
systems. Through this novel initiative a prospective cohort of patients with hypertension and diabetes 
were followed in Ghana and the Philippines to examine the effect of differential pricing on access to 
treatment of hypertension and diabetes. An integrated approach including differential pricing, health 
systems strengthening, improved supply chain management and greater affordability can improve 
access to medicines for NCDs.   
   While differential pricing has several advantages for improving the affordability of NCD medicines in 
LMICs, it can’t overcome all barriers as a standalone approach.  An integrated approach to health 
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systems strengthening, supply chain management and affordability are needed to overcome key 
challenges in getting medicines for NCD to patients in LMICs. Availability and affordability of medicines 
to treat NCDs among vulnerable patients will help achieve Universal Health Coverage (UHC).  
 
 
Genome Medicine 
https://genomemedicine.biomedcentral.com/articles 
[Accessed 4 Jan 2020] 
Comment 
Open Access  
Published: 31 December 2019 
Digital twins to personalize medicine 
Bergthor Björnsson, et al on behalf of the Swedish Digital Twin Consortium 
Genome Medicine volume 12, Article number: 4 (2019 
Abstract 
   Personalized medicine requires the integration and processing of vast amounts of data. Here, we 
propose a solution to this challenge that is based on constructing Digital Twins. These are high-
resolution models of individual patients that are computationally treated with thousands of drugs to 
find the drug that is optimal for the patient. 
Background 
   Despite great strides in biomedical advances during the past century, a large number of patients do 
not respond to drug treatment. According to a report from the US Food and Drug Administration (FDA), 
medication is deemed ineffective for 38–75% of patients with common diseases [1]. This results in 
patient suffering and increased healthcare costs. These problems reflect the complexity of common 
diseases, which may involve altered interactions between thousands of genes that differ between 
patients with the same diagnosis. There is a wide gap between this complexity and modern health 
care, in which diagnostics often relies on a small number of biomarkers of limited sensitivity or 
specificity. Digital and genomic medicine may bridge this gap by monitoring, processing, and 
integrating vast amounts of data from wearable digital devices, omics, imaging, and electronic medical 
records [2]. However, the integration and clinical exploitation of such complex data are unresolved 
challenges. 
Application of the digital twin concept to personalize medicine 
   Digital twins are a concept from engineering which has been applied to complex systems such as 
airplanes or even cities [3]. The aims are to model those systems computationally, in order to develop 
and test them more quickly and economically than is possible in the real-life setting. Ideally, the digital 
twin concept can be translated to patients in order to improve diagnostics and treatment. This is the 
general aim of the DigiTwin consortium, which includes academic, clinical and industrial partners from 
32 countries (https://www.digitwins.org). Practical and scalable solutions for specific problems will also 
require national initiatives. As an example, the Swedish Digital Twin Consortium (SDTC) aims to 
develop a strategy for personalized medicine (https://www.sdtc.se). The SDTC strategy, which is the 
focus of this Comment, is based on: (i) constructing unlimited copies of network models of all 
molecular, phenotypic, and environmental factors relevant to disease mechanisms in individual patients 
(i.e., digital twins); (ii) computationally treating those digital twins with thousands of drugs in order to 
identify the best performing drug; and (iii) treating the patient with this drug … 
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COMMENTARIES 
Open Access 
Using the Unmanned Aerial Vehicle Delivery Decision Tool to Consider Transporting 
Medical Supplies via Drone  
Margaret Eichleay, Emily Evens, Kayla Stankevitz and Caleb Parker 
Global Health: Science and Practice December 2019, 7(4):500-506; https://doi.org/10.9745/GHSP-D-
19-00119  
   We developed an unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) Delivery Decision Tool to help health system 
decision makers identify their transport challenges and explore the potential utility and impact of UAVs 
on the broader health system. 
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Mercy Lutukai, Elizabeth A. Bunde, Benjamin Hatch, Zoya Mohamed, Shahrzad Yavari, Ernest Some, 
Amos Chweya, Caroline Kania, Jesse C. Ross, Carmit Keddem and Yasmin Chandani 
Global Health: Science and Practice December 2019, 7(4):585-597; https://doi.org/10.9745/GHSP-D-
19-00157  
    Using technology to make data visible to stakeholders and giving those stakeholders a framework 
for analyzing that data for decision making improves cold chain management of vaccines in Kenya. 
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Published online: 25 Jun 2019 
 
Article 
Conceptions within misconceptions: Pluralisms in an Ebola vaccine trial in West Africa 
Arsenii Alenichev, Koen Peeters Grietens & René Gerrets 

https://link.springer.com/journal/12371/11/4
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/zgha20/12/sup1?nav=tocList
http://www.ghspjournal.org/content/current
http://www.ghspjournal.org/content/7/4/500
http://www.ghspjournal.org/content/7/4/500
http://www.ghspjournal.org/content/7/4/585
http://www.ghspjournal.org/content/7/4/585
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rgph20/current
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17441692.2019.1634119
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17441692.2019.1634119
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17441692.2019.1632368
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Alenichev%2C+Arsenii
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Peeters+Grietens%2C+Koen
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Gerrets%2C+Ren%C3%A9


   

  

Pages: 13-21 
Published online: 25 Jun 2019 
ABSTRACT 
Ensuring that biomedical information about research procedures is adequately understood by 
participants and their communities is key for conducting ethical research. This article explores 
participants’ understanding of trial procedures for an experimental vaccine against Ebola virus disease 
(EVD) in a West African context. We found that some trial participants believed there was a chance of 
contracting Ebola and other sicknesses from the vaccine, and others believed both the vaccine and the 
placebo control would be able to prevent other illnesses than EVD. While these beliefs might be 
understood as misconceptions about the vaccine trial, this paper shows that such a conclusion is 
problematic because it excludes local explanatory health models and logics of causality. The paper 
invites bioethicists to work with anthropologists to take seriously different models of health knowledge 
in global health research. Investigating and addressing such differences could be the key to 
understanding human subjects’ motives for participation, and to creating space for studies of empirical 
ethics. 
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http://www.globalizationandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 4 Jan 2020] 
Review 
Open Access  
Published: 30 December 2019 
Impacts of intellectual property provisions in trade treaties on access to medicine in low 
and middle income countries: a systematic review  
Authors: Md. Deen Islam, Warren A. Kaplan, Danielle Trachtenberg, Rachel Thrasher, Kevin P. 
Gallagher and Veronika J. Wirtz 
Citation: Globalization and Health 2019 15:88  
Content type: Review 
Published on: 30 December 2019 
Abstract 
Background 
We present a systematic review describing ex-ante and ex-post evaluations of the impacts of 
intellectual property provisions in trade treaties on access to medicine in low and middle income 
countries. These evaluations focused on multilateral and bilateral trade agreements. We ascertained 
which IP provisions impacting access to medicines were the focus of these evaluations. We provide a 
further research agenda related to investigating the effect of trade agreement’s intellectual property 
provisions on access to medicines… 
Conclusion 
Both ex ante and ex post methods have advantages and limitations and, on balance, both types report, 
for the most part, an increase in price and a decrease in consumer welfare with imposition of 
intellectual property protection in trade agreements. The main differences between these studies are in 
the magnitude of the changes. There is a gap in our empirical understanding of the mechanisms 
through which such changes affect access to medicines and which outcomes relevant to access are 
most affected by which type of changes in intellectual property policy and law. 
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Access to Medicines through Health Systems in Low- and Middle-Income Countries  
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Research  
Open Access   Open Peer Review 
Stakeholders’ experiences with the evidence aid website to support ‘real-time’ use of 
research evidence to inform decision-making in crisis zones: a user testing study  
Humanitarian action in crisis zones is fraught with many challenges, including lack of timely and 
accessible research evidence to inform decision-making about humanitarian interventions. Evidence 
websites have the potential to address this challenge. Evidence Aid is the only evidence website 
designed for crisis zones that focuses on providing research evidence in the form of systematic reviews. 
The objective of this study is to explore stakeholders’ views of Evidence Aid, contributing further to our 
understanding of the use of research evidence in decision-making in crisis zones. 
Authors: Ahmad Firas Khalid, John N. Lavis, Fadi El-Jardali and Meredith Vanstone 
Citation: Health Research Policy and Systems 2019 17:106  
Content type: Research 
Published on: 30 December 2019 
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Volume 30, Issue 12 / December 2019 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
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Humanitarian Exchange Magazine 
Number 75,  May 2019  
https://odihpn.org/magazine/making-humanitarian-action-work-for-women-and-girls/ 
Special Feature: Making humanitarian action work for women and girls 
by HPN May 2019  
The theme of this edition of Humanitarian Exchange, co-edited with Women Deliver, is making 
humanitarian action work for women and girls. Despite gains, including commitments made at the 
World Humanitarian Summit, there is still much to be done to address the gendered impacts of 
humanitarian crises and improve gender-sensitive humanitarian action. 
 
In the lead article, Jacqueline Paul advocates for feminist humanitarian action based on evidence that 
improvements in women’s socio-economic status can reduce excess mortality among women after 
shocks. Jean Kemitare, Juliet Were and Jennate Eoomkham look at the role of local women’s rights 
organisations in preventing and responding to violence against women and girls, and Marcy Hersh and 
Diana Abou Abbas highlight opportunities for more concrete action on sexual and reproductive health 
in emergencies. 
 
Citing experience from Vanuatu, Jane Newnham explains how women will choose to use contraceptives 
even during a humanitarian response, when services and counselling are delivered in an appropriate 
and responsive way. Drawing on experience in Bangladesh, Tamara Fetters and colleagues challenge 
the belief that abortion is a non-essential service, or too complicated for humanitarian actors to 
provide. Darcy Ataman, Shannon Johnson, Justin Cikuru and Jaime Cundy reflect on an innovative 
programme using music therapy to help survivors of trauma. 
 
Emilie Rees Smith, Emma Symonds and Lauryn Oates highlight lessons from the STAGE education 
programme in Afghanistan, and Degan Ali and Deqa Saleh outline how African Development Solutions 
is helping women and girls take on leadership and decision-making roles in Somalia. Fiona Samuels and 
Taveeshi Gupta explore patterns of suicide among young people in Vietnam, with a particular focus on 
girls, and Subhashni Raj, Brigitte Laboukly and Shantony Moli illustrate the importance of a gendered 
approach to community-based disaster risk reduction in the South-West Pacific. Nicola Jones, Workneh 
Yadete and Kate Pincock draw on research in Ethiopia to explore the gender- and age-specific 
vulnerabilities of adolescents. The edition ends with an article by Julie Rialet-Cislaghi on how 
humanitarian responses can better address child marriage. 
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Can pre-vaccination screening for prior dengue infection using commercially available rapid diagnostic 
tests guide Dengvaxia administration? 
Extract 
Dengue is a global problem with an estimated 100 million symptomatic cases worldwide every year.1 
Endemic throughout the tropics, this disease is expanding into the subtropics in the geographic 
footprint of its mosquito vectors, principally Aedes aegypti. This acute disease that presents with 
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hemorrhage and organ dysfunction is caused by four closely related but antigenically distinct dengue 
viruses (DENV1–4). Epidemiological observations have found that certain strains of DENV are 
associated with increased epidemic potential and severe disease2 Moreover, elevated risk... 
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The third factor 
We have arrived at a moment in the global HIV response where implementation research is ready to 
take center stage. Treatment has been scaled-up globally over the past ten years and, as a result, HIV-
related mortality and incidence have fallen by more than 50% since a peak in the early 2000s [1]. 
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persons living with HIV in the coming years. Progress in prevention also remains well below targets. 
The formula needed for success—past, present and future—consists of three main factors: first, the 
efficacy of available interventions to treat and prevent HIV; second, adequacy of financing; and third, 
the effectiveness, efficiency and quality of implementation. As to the first factor, well-tolerated, potent 
and affordable medications for HIV treatment and prevention already exist: tomorrow’s novel products 
will likely offer only incremental benefits, and do so through affecting barriers to implementation (e.g., 
injectable cabotegravir). Regarding the second, donor funding for the global HIV response has leveled 
out over the past decade and domestic allocations in low- and middle-income countries have not 
reached needed levels: a large surge in funding is unlikely [2]. Perhaps more than ever before, success 
in the global HIV response depends on the third factor in the equation: the effectiveness, efficiency, 
and quality of implementation. 
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PLoS Neglected Tropical Diseases 
http://www.plosntds.org/  
(Accessed 4 Jan 2020)  
[No new digest content identified]  
 
 
PLoS One 
http://www.plosone.org/ 
[Accessed 4 Jan 2020] 
Asylum seekers’ perspectives on vaccination and screening policies after their arrival in 
Greece and The Netherlands  
Christina Louka, Elizabeth Chandler, Adelita V. Ranchor, Hans Broer, Spyros Pournaras, Sofanne J. 
Ravensbergen, Ymkje Stienstra  
Research Article | published 26 Dec 2019 PLOS ONE  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0226948  
Abstract 
Introduction 
Europe has been dealing with an increasing number of refugees during the past 5 years. The timing of 
screening and vaccination of refugees is debated by many professionals, however refugees’ 
perspectives on health issues are infrequently taken into account. In this study, we aimed to 
investigate asylum seekers’ perspectives on infectious diseases screening and vaccination policies. 
Materials and methods 
Interviews were conducted in Greece and the Netherlands. Asylum seekers and recently arrived 
refugees were approached and informed with the help of interpreters; consent forms were acquired. 
The survey focused on demographic data, vaccination status, screening policies and prevention of 
infectious diseases. 
Results 
A total of 61 (43 male, 70.5%) refugees (30 Afghanis, 16 Syrian, 7 Erithrean) were interviewed. Mean 
age was 35.2 years (SD 13.5) and 50% had received primary or secondary education, while 24.6% 
received none. Median time after arrival in Greece and the Netherlands was 24 months (IQR 8.5–28). 
44 out of 61 (72.1) participants were willing to be vaccinated after arrival in Europe, 26 preferred 
vaccination and screening to be performed at the point of entry. The need for screening and 
vaccination was perceived higher amongst participants in Greece (100% vs 43.3%) due to living 
conditions leading to increased risk of outbreaks. 
Conclusion 
Participants were willing to communicate their perspectives and concerns. Screening and vaccination 
programs could be more effective when implemented shortly after arrival and by involving asylum 
seekers and refugees when developing screening and vaccination interventions. 
 
Defining pharmacists' roles in disasters: A Delphi study  
Kaitlyn E. Watson, Judith A. Singleton, Vivienne Tippett, Lisa M. Nissen  
Research Article | published 26 Dec 2019 PLOS ONE  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0227132  
 
 
PNAS - Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States  
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Prehospital & Disaster Medicine 
Volume 34 - Issue 6 - December 2019  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/prehospital-and-disaster-medicine/latest-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Preventive Medicine 
Volume 130  January 2020 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/preventive-medicine/vol/130/suppl/C 
Review article  Full text access 
Peer social network processes and adolescent health behaviors: A systematic review 
Shannon C. Montgomery, Michael Donnelly, Prachi Bhatnagar, Angela Carlin, ... Ruth F. Hunter 
Article 105900 
 
Research article  Full text access 
Cost-effectiveness of a comprehensive immunization program serving high-risk, uninsured 
adults 
Kimberly J. Wilson, H. Shelton Brown, Ujas Patel, Debbie Tucker, Kurt Becker 
Article 105860 
 
Research article  Full text access 
Exacerbating disparities?: Cervical cancer screening and HPV vaccination 
Michelle I. Silver, Sarah Kobrin 
Article 105902 
 
 
Proceedings of the Royal Society B 
18 December 2019  Volume 286 Issue 1917 
https://royalsocietypublishing.org/toc/rspb/current 
Editorial 
Gene drive: progress and prospects 
N. Wedell, T. A. R. Price and A. K. Lindholm 
Published:18 December 2019Article ID:20192709 
https://doi.org/10.1098/rspb.2019.2709 
Abstract 
Gene drive is a naturally occurring phenomenon in which selfish genetic elements manipulate 
gametogenesis and reproduction to increase their own transmission to the next generation. Currently, 
there is great excitement about the potential of harnessing such systems to control major pest and 
vector populations. If synthetic gene drive systems can be constructed and applied to key species, they 
may be able to rapidly spread either modifying or eliminating the targeted populations. This approach 
has been lauded as a revolutionary and efficient mechanism to control insect-borne diseases and crop 
pests. Driving endosymbionts have already been deployed to combat the transmission of dengue and 
Zika virus in mosquitoes. However, there are a variety of barriers to successfully implementing gene 
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drive techniques in wild populations. There is a risk that targeted organisms will rapidly evolve an 
ability to suppress the synthetic drive system, rendering it ineffective. There are also potential risks of 
synthetic gene drivers invading non-target species or populations. This Special Feature covers the 
current state of affairs regarding both natural and synthetic gene drive systems with the aim to identify 
knowledge gaps. By understanding how natural drive systems spread through populations, we may be 
able to better predict the outcomes of synthetic drive release. 
 
 
Public Health   
Volume 177  Pages A1-A4, 1-144 (December 2019) 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/public-health/vol/177/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Public Health Ethics  
Volume 12, Issue 3, November 2019 
http://phe.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Public Health Reports 
Volume 134 Issue 6, November/December 2019  
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/phrg/134/6 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Qualitative Health Research  
Volume 30 Issue 2, January 2020  
http://qhr.sagepub.com/content/current 
Research Articles 
Tool for the Meaningful Consideration of Language Barriers in Qualitative Health Research 
Stephanie Premji, Agnieszka Kosny, Basak Yanar, Momtaz Begum 
First Published July 5, 2019; pp. 167–181 
Abstract 
Individuals who experience language barriers are largely excluded as participants from health research, 
resulting in gaps in knowledge that have implications for the development of equitable policies, tools, 
and strategies. Drawing on the existing literature and on their collective experience conducting 
occupational health research in contexts of language barriers, the authors propose a tool to assist 
qualitative researchers and representatives from funding agencies and ethics review boards with the 
meaningful consideration of language barriers in research. There remain gaps and debates with respect 
to the relevant ethical and methodological guidance set forth by funding agencies and institutions and 
proposed in the scientific literature. This article adds to knowledge in this area by contributing our 
experiences, observations, and recommendations, including around the issue of conducting research in 
contexts of more or less linguistic diversity. 
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[Accessed 4 Jan 2020]  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Stanford Social Innovation Review 
Fall 2019   Volume 17, Number 4  
https://ssir.org/issue/fall_2019# 
   Nonprofit organizations seeking to raise money often assume certain things, such as that women 
have less capacity to give than men. In fact, women now make up half the US workforce and are the 
primary breadwinners in two-thirds of US families. Learn more about this and other misconceptions in 
the cover story in the Fall 2019 issue of Stanford Social Innovation Review, “Eight Myths of US 
Philanthropy.” 
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https://systematicreviewsjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles 
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Rehabilitation approaches for children living with HIV in sub-Saharan Africa: a protocol for 
scoping review  
A large number of children living with chronic conditions such as HIV experience impairments and 
disabilities. Current sub-Saharan African healthcare systems are challenged with paediatric care that 
does not i...  
Authors: Stacy Maddocks, Saul Cobbing, Jill Hanass-Hancock and Verusia Chetty 
Citation: Systematic Reviews 2019 8:336  
Content type: Protocol 
Published on: 23 December 2019 
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New Technologies: Where To? 
This issue focuses on new technologies and their potential benefits for humanity as well as their 
expanding use in advancing the 2030 Agenda. It explores the promise of our digital age, while posing 
important questions about where these technologies are leading us, and how their misuse could also 
lead to increased inequality and conflict. 
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