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:: Week in Review  
A highly selective capture of strategic developments, research, commentary, analysis and 
announcements spanning Human Rights Action, Humanitarian Response, Health, Education, Holistic 
Development, Heritage Stewardship, Sustainable Resilience. Achieving a balance across these broad 
themes is a challenge and we appreciate your observations and ideas in this regard. This is not 
intended to be a "news and events" digest. 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
“Upholding the United Nations Charter” 
 
Secretary-General Highlights ‘Trust Deficit’ amid Rising Global Turbulence, in Remarks to 
Security Council Debate on ‘Upholding United Nations Charter’ 
9 January 2020 
SG/SM/19934 
Following are UN Secretary-General António Guterres’ remarks at the Security Council open debate on 
“Upholding the United Nations Charter to Maintain International Peace and Security”, in New York 
today: 
 
I thank the Vietnamese presidency of the Council for organizing this timely debate and I congratulate 
Viet Nam for the presidency of the Security Council at the beginning of your tenure in the Security 
Council itself.  I also welcome the presence of the Chair of the Elders, Mary Robinson.  And I am 
pleased that we begin the year of the seventy-fifth anniversary of the United Nations with a discussion 
on its founding document. 
 
Peace is our most precious value and the essence of our work.  All that we strive for as a human family 
depends on peace.  But peace depends on us.  Unfortunately, the new year has begun with fresh 
turmoil and long-standing suffering.  Geopolitical tensions have reached dangerous levels, most 
recently in the Gulf, as well as from traditional military threats to the economy to cyberspace.  Conflicts 
that no one is winning grind on and on and on, from Libya and Syria to Afghanistan and the Sahel. 
 
With turbulence on the rise, trust within and among nations is on the decline.  We see this trust deficit 
also in streets across the world, as people vent their frustrations and voice their feeling that political 
establishments are out of touch, incapable or unwilling to deliver.  We see it in the work of the United 
Nations, including the Security Council, when Member States struggle or fail to find reasonable 
common ground.  And in this vacuum, the climate crisis is now upon us with ever-growing fury, sparing 
no one. 
 
International cooperation is at a crossroads.  All of this presents a grave test to multilateralism.  It 
poses a challenge for the Security Council, which under the Charter has primary responsibility for the 
maintenance of international peace and security.  And it underscores, more than ever, the focus of 
today’s meeting:  upholding the United Nations Charter. 
 
At this time of global divisions and turmoil, the Charter remains our shared framework of international 
cooperation for the common good.  In an era of spreading hatred and impunity, the Charter reminds us 
of the primacy of the rule of law and human dignity.  And in a time of rapid transformation and 
technological change, the Charter’s values and objectives endure:  the peaceful settlement of disputes; 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm19934.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm19934.doc.htm


   

  

the equal rights of men and women; non-intervention, self-determination and the sovereign equality of 
Member States; and clear rules governing the use of force, as set out in Article 2, paragraph 4, and 
Chapter VII of the Charter. 
 
These principles are not favours or concessions.  They are the foundation of international relations and 
they are core to peace and international law.  They have saved lives, advanced economic and social 
progress and, crucially, avoided a descent into another world war.  But when these principles have 
been flouted, put aside or applied selectively, the result has been catastrophic:  conflict, chaos, death, 
disillusion and mistrust.  Our shared challenge is to do far better in upholding the Charter’s values and 
fulfilling its promise to succeeding generations. 
 
While the Charter and its purposes and principles remain as relevant as ever, our tools must adapt to 
new realities.  And we must use them with greater determination and creativity.  This includes ensuring 
implementation of the Security Council’s decisions by Member States pursuant to Article 25 of the 
Charter. 
 
One of the most effective ways to demonstrate our impact is to invest in prevention.  We spend far 
more time and resources managing and responding to crises than on preventing them.  Our approach 
needs to be rebalanced.  The founders of the United Nations had a crystal-clear focus on prevention 
when drafting the Charter, from the opening words of its preamble to dedicating an entire chapter to 
the “Pacific Settlement of Disputes”. 
 
Chapter VI outlines many available tools, including negotiation, enquiry, mediation, conciliation, 
arbitration and judicial settlement.  We have ample evidence that these can be effective when applied 
with purpose and unity.  I call on the Council to further utilize the powers granted to it by the Charter, 
including investigation of disputes in accordance with Chapter VI and the referral of legal questions to 
the International Court of Justice for advisory opinions, in accordance with Article 96 of the Charter. 
 
Let us also recognize that the Sustainable Development Goals, which are objectives in their own right, 
are among our best tools for prevention.  I urge all Member States to make greater investments in the 
2030 Agenda, in particular in gender equality, inclusion, social cohesion, good governance and a fair 
globalization that advances the rights of all, unleashes the talents of all, and gives all a stake in society. 
 
In addition to prevention, the Charter was visionary in imagining a world in which the United Nations 
worked dynamically with regional organizations to maintain international peace and security.  While 
Chapter VIII predates most of our regional partners, it sets a framework for cooperation and division of 
labour.  We are investing in regional partnerships in crucial new ways.  I have put significant emphasis 
on a strategic partnership with the African Union, including through its “Silencing the Guns” initiative 
and its Agenda 2063.  The European Union continues to provide strong support across our agenda.  At 
the same time, we are working to strengthen ties with all other regional organizations.  Among them, 
of course, is the Association of Southeast Asia Nations, ASEAN, so ably chaired this year by this 
Council’s President, Viet Nam. 
 
Throughout its history, the Security Council has adapted its work based on the changing nature of 
conflict and enhanced multilateral cooperation in peace and security.  Peacekeeping is not mentioned 
in the Charter, but it is firmly rooted in its ideals and epitomizes the kind of collective action for peace 
that the Charter envisaged.  Today some 100,000 [United Nations] peacekeepers protect civilians and 
promote peace in several of the most troubled regions of the world.  [United Nations] peacekeeping 



   

  

remains a vital and cost-effective investment in global peace and security.  But effective peacekeeping 
requires strong international support.  The Action for Peacekeeping initiative stresses our shared 
commitment to make our peacekeeping missions stronger, safer and fit for the future. 
 
Finally, Mr. President, as we commemorate the seventy-fifth anniversary of the United Nations, I wish 
to direct a special message to this Council.  The privilege of membership carries vital responsibilities to 
uphold the Charter’s tenets and values, particularly in preventing and addressing conflict.  Present and 
past disagreements must not be an obstacle to action on today’s threats.  We must avoid double 
standards.  But also, perceptions of double standards must not be an excuse for no standards at all. 
 
War is never inevitable; it is a matter of choice – and often it is the product of easy 
miscalculations.  Peace, too, is never inevitable; it is the product of hard work and we must never take 
it for granted.  At this time when global fault-lines risk exploding, we must return to fundamental 
principles; we must return to the framework that has kept us together; we must come home to the 
[United Nations] Charter. 
 
Strengthening our commitment to that resilient, adaptable and visionary document – and thus to the 
very notion of international cooperation itself – remains the most effective way to collectively face the 
global challenges of this grave moment, and the decade before us. 
 
The Charter compels us to do everything in our power to save people from the scourge of war and 
injustice.  As we face new threats but also new opportunities for a better world, that is the work that 
must define this seventy-fifth anniversary year. 
 
Thank you. 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Venezuela: OAS Resolution 
 
CP/RES. 1143 (2269/20)   10 January 2020 
REGARDING RECENT EVENTS IN VENEZUELA 
(Adopted by the Permanent Council at its special meeting of January 10, 2020) 
 
THE PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES, 
CONSIDERING that the Charter of the Organization of American States recognizes that representative 
democracy is indispensable for the stability, peace, and development of the region; 
 
 REAFFIRMING the right of the peoples of the Americas to democracy and the obligation of their 
governments to promote and defend it as reflected in Article 1 of the Inter-American Democratic 
Charter; 
 
 NOTING THAT resolution CP/RES. 1117 (2200/19), adopted on January 10, 2019, resolved: “[t]o not 
recognize the legitimacy of Nicolas Maduro’s new term as of the 10th of January of 2019,” and called 
“for new Presidential elections with all necessary guarantees of a free, fair, transparent, and legitimate 
process to be held at an early date attended by international observers.” 
 

https://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=S-001/20


   

  

CONSIDERING that the National Assembly is the only democratic institution remaining in Venezuela; 
 
UNDERSCORING that Resolution CP/RES. 1133 (2244/19), adopted by the Permanent Council on 
August 28, 2019, firmly condemned the grave and systematic violations of human rights in Venezuela, 
including the use of torture, illegal and arbitrary detentions, extrajudicial executions, forced 
disappearances and the denial of the most basic rights and necessities, especially those related to 
health, food, and education. 
 
RESOLVES: 
To condemn the use of force and intimidating tactics by the regime of Nicolas Maduro to 
try to prevent the deputies of the National Assembly from freely accessing the session 
convened for January 5, 2020 to democratically elect their Governing Board. 
 
To welcome the re-election of Juan Guaidó as the President of the Venezuelan National 
Assembly. 
 
To renew the call for a prompt return to democracy in Venezuela and, in that regard, 
reaffirm the need to hold inclusive, free, fair, and transparent presidential elections, 
conducted by a renewed and independent National Electoral Council and a renewed and 
independent Supreme Court of Justice and with the presence of independent international 
observers. 
 
FOOTNOTE 
… Antigua and Barbuda considers that the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela is not a member state of 
the Organization of American States since, on 27 April 2017, the Government of  the Bolivarian 
Republic of Venezuela properly notified the Secretary-General of its denunciation of the Charter in 
accordance with Article 143 of the Charter of the Organization of American States and the Charter 
ceased to be in force with respect to the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela which ceased to belong to 
the organization on 27 April 2019. 
 
Antigua and Barbuda did not support resolution CP/RES 1124 (2217/19) of April 9, 2019 which sought 
to appoint Mr. Gustavo Tarre as the National Assembly’s Representative to the OAS and did not accept 
the credentials of the officials intending to represent the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela at the 49th 
Regular Session of the General Assembly.  
 
At that 49th Regular Session of the General Assembly, Antigua and Barbuda notified all member states 
and the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States that until further notice, it will not 
consider itself bound by any  future declarations or resolutions of any Council or organ of the 
Organization that includes the participation of any person or entity purporting to speak for or act on 
behalf of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela and in which 18 votes are attained with the participation 
of a purported representative of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela. 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Heritage and Armed Conflict 
 
Statement on the threats to cultural heritage in case of armed conflicts  

https://www.icomos.org/images/DOCUMENTS/Secretariat/2020/ICOM-ICOMOS_Statement_on_threats_to_cultural_heritage/EN_threatstoculturalheritage_FINAL.pdf


   

  

International Council of Museums (ICOM) and the International Council on Monuments and Sites 
(ICOMOS) 
 06/01/2020 
 
In armed conflicts and political upheavals since the turn of the millennium, cultural heritage has been 
increasingly targeted. It has been looted or deliberately destroyed, in order to finance warfare or to 
affect the identity and the confidence of adversaries. Museums as well as cultural sites are affected in 
many countries around the world.  
 
The International Council of Museums (ICOM) and the International Council on Monuments and Sites 
(ICOMOS), as representatives of the heritage community in the world, are very much concerned about 
this evolution and in particular recent developments. ICOM and ICOMOS remind all parties of armed 
conflicts of the 1954 Hague Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed 
Conflict.  
 
There, States Parties agree that “any damage to cultural property, irrespective of the people it belongs 
to, is a damage to the cultural heritage of all humanity, because every people contributes to the 
world's culture." The United States of America ratified the Hague Convention in 2009, Iran in 1959.  
Both countries are also States Parties to the 1972 World Heritage Convention, which the United States 
of America was the first country to ratify in 1973 and played a key role in promoting. Iran is home to 
24 UNESCO World Heritage Sites of great cultural and natural importance – not only to Iranians, but to 
humanity and its collective memory.  
 
Moreover, in 2017, the UN Security Council unanimously adopted Resolution 2347 that states: 
“directing unlawful attacks against sites and buildings dedicated to religion, education, art, science or 
charitable purposes, or historic monuments may constitute, under certain circumstances and pursuant 
to international law a war crime and that perpetrators of such attacks must be brought to justice”.  
 
ICOM and ICOMOS jointly and strongly condemn any deliberate destruction of cultural heritage. We call 
upon all parties to respect the international agreements that rule armed conflicts, and to protect the 
world’s cultural heritage wherever it is, regardless of religious beliefs or political intentions. 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
“Digital Rights” 
 
45 Cities to endorse digital rights in cities 
Tuesday 7 January, 2020  
   To date 45 cities have formally confirmed to endorse the 5 principles of the Cities Coalition for Digital 
Rights. The new cities include Athens, Bratislava, Cary, Chicago, Grenoble, Helsinki, Kansas City, 
London, Los Angeles, Lyon, Milan, Moscow, Philadelphia, Portland, San Jose, Tirana, Torino, Vienna 
and Zaragoza. 
 
Declaration of Cities Coalition for Digital Rights 
We, the undersigned cities, formally come together to form the Cities Coalition for Digital 
Rights, to protect and uphold human rights on the internet at the local and global level. 
 

https://unhabitat.org/story-45-cities-to-endorse-digital-rights
https://citiesfordigitalrights.org/assets/Declaration_Cities_for_Digital_Rights.pdf


   

  

The internet has become inseparable from our daily lives. Yet, every day, there are new 
cases of digital rights abuse, misuse and misinformation and concentration of power around 
the world: freedom of expression being censored; personal information, including our 
movements and communications, monitored, being shared and sold without consent; ‘black 
box’ algorithms being used to make unaccountable decisions; social media being used as a 
tool of harassment and hate speech; and democratic processes and public opinion being 
undermined. 
 
As cities, the closest democratic institutions to the people, we are committed to eliminating 
impediments to harnessing technological opportunities that improve the lives of our 
constituents, and to providing trustworthy and secure digital services and infrastructures that 
support our communities. We strongly believe that human rights principles such as 
privacy , freedom of expression , and democracy must be incorporated by design into 
digital platforms starting with locally-controlled digital infrastructures and services. 
 
As a coalition, and with the support of the United Nations Human Settlements Program 
( UN-Habitat ), we will share best practices, learn from each other’s challenges and 
successes, and coordinate common initiatives and actions. Inspired by the Internet Rights 
and Principles Coalition ( IRPC ), the work of 300 international stakeholders over the past ten 
years, we are committed to the following five evolving principles: 
 
1. Universal and equal access to the internet, and digital literacy 
Everyone should have access to affordable and accessible internet and digital 
services on equal terms, as well as the digital skills to make use of this access and 
overcome the digital divide. 
 
2. Privacy, data protection and security 
Everyone should have privacy and control over their personal information through 
data protection in both physical and virtual places, to ensure digital confidentiality, 
security, dignity and anonymity, and sovereignty over their data, including the right to 
know what happens to their data, who uses it and for what purposes. 
 
3. Transparency, accountability, and non-discrimination of data, content and 
algorithms 
Everyone should have access to understandable and accurate information about the 
technological, algorithmic and artificial intelligence systems that impact their lives, 
and the ability to question and change unfair, biased or discriminatory systems. 
 
4. Participatory Democracy, diversity and inclusion 
Everyone should have full representation on the internet, and the ability collectively to 
engage with the city through open, participatory and transparent digital processes. 
Everyone should have the opportunities to participate in shaping local digital 
infrastructures and services and, more generally, city policy-making for the common 
good. 
 
5. Open and ethical digital service standards 
Everyone should be able to use the technologies of their choice, and expect the 
same level of interoperability, inclusion and opportunity in their digital services. Cities 



   

  

should define their own technological infrastructures, services and agenda, through 
open and ethical digital service standards and data to ensure that they live up to this 
promise. 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Evidence Informed Development – Fragile States 
 
Data Collection in Fragile States : Innovations from Africa and Beyond 
World Bank  January 09, 2020   Publication 
PDF: 
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/32576/9783030251208.pdf?sequence=
1&isAllowed=y 
   Fragile countries face a triple data challenge. Up-to-date information is needed to deal with rapidly 
changing circumstances and to design adequate responses. Yet, fragile countries are among the most 
data deprived, while collecting new information in such circumstances is very challenging. This open 
access book presents innovations in data collection developed with decision makers in fragile countries 
in mind. Looking at innovations in Africa from mobile phone surveys monitoring the Ebola crisis, to 
tracking displaced people in Mali, this collection highlights the challenges in data collection researchers 
face and how they can be overcome. 
 
Media Release 
Data Collection in Fragile States 
Highlights 
:: Decision makers in fragile countries need quality data; obtaining such data is challenging. 
:: This book presents innovations, methodological as well as in data collection, to meet this challenge. 
The innovations presented in this book are relevant beyond fragile situations. 
:: With effort, quality data can be produced for many fragile situations, effectively eliminating the 
notion that data cannot be collected in certain difficult circumstances. 
 
Quality statistics are critical for development interventions to be effective. However, they are hard to 
obtain in fragile situations as fragility affects the ability to collect data in many ways. From exposure to 
violence or to other dangers, such as disease, collecting information isn’t possible using traditional 
means without putting enumerators at risk. There is also the association of conflict with poor-quality 
roads, inadequate telecommunication infrastructure and, at times, populations that are hostile to 
representatives of the central government. 
 
Fragile situations can also complicate data collection in other ways such as people being displaced or 
the lack of sampling frames. A new report, Data Collection in Fragile States, presents innovations 
developed to deal with common challenges. The report presents innovations, both methodological as 
well in data collection, to address the data gaps in fragile situations. Through examples, the book 
shows that it is possible to collect high-quality data in fragile settings and such data collection need not 
be expensive but also warns that technology is not a panacea for all data collection issues. 
 
Additional Findings 
:: The proliferation of mobile phone networks and inexpensive handsets has opened new 
possibilities for data collection. Although they cannot replace face-to-face household surveys in all 

https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/32576
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/32576/9783030251208.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/32576/9783030251208.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/poverty/publication/data-collection-in-fragile-states
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/32576


   

  

contexts, mobile phone surveys offer substantial benefits in specific circumstances and for specific data 
collection needs. For locations where mobile phone surveys are not an option, locally recruited, 
resident enumerators who live in the community can be used. Mobile phone surveys were used to 
collect information during the Ebola crisis in Sierra Leone, the drought in Nigeria, Somalia, South Sudan 
and Yemen, and were used to track the welfare of people displaced by the crisis in northern Mali.  
 
:: Technological advances in geospatial data have the potential to change how survey data 
are collected. As geospatial technology has improved and become more widespread, costs have come 
down and the number of available tools has increased, making Geographic Information Systems (GIS)-
based sampling approaches accessible to more users. To deal with the absence of sampling frames in 
the Democratic Republic of Congo and Somalia, satellite images and sophisticated machine learning 
algorithms were used to estimate population density and demarcate enumeration areas. 
 
:: Sampling in chaotic and fluid locations, where people are displaced or live In Internally 
Displaced Peoples (IDP) settlements requires a rethinking of traditional sampling 
approaches. Attention should also be paid to elicit truthful information from respondents. Approaches 
such as endorsement experiments, list experiments, and behavioral approaches can be used to ask 
questions about sensitive issues such as loyalty to controversial groups along with how to avoid 
strategic responses when respondents might expect benefits to be associated with certain answers. For 
instance, in South Sudan, different sampling approaches were tested in an IDP camp to shed light on 
their precision.  
 
:: Video testimonials provide a cost-effective way to give outside audiences a perspective 
on the lives of survey respondents. The collection of household data is usually a passive process 
where respondents are asked pre-formulated questions. This constrains the respondents in sharing 
their own narratives and emphasizing what they feel is important. The video testimonials give a voice 
to the poor and help better understand the concerns of the poor as well as empower them to create a 
narrative that they own. In South Sudan, in addition to estimating the poverty data, video testimonials 
revealed what it was like to live in poverty.  
 
:: A light-touch approach to generating periodic feedback can help provide information 
about the performance of donor projects. A new approach called Iterative Beneficiary Monitoring 
(IBM) provides a feedback system that focuses on a select set of issues to measure outcomes of 
projects. By keeping data collection focused, IBM facilitates timely data analysis and the rapid 
preparation of reports. The approach was introduced in Mali to provide feedback on projects about 
feeding in schools to distribution of e-vouchers and cash transfers. 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Governance – Biotechnology 
 
New Report Proposes Global DNA Synthesis Screening System to Counter Biotech Terror  
News 08 Jan 2020  
:: Advances in biotechnology, including DNA synthesis (the creation of DNA sequences and genomes), 
are driving improvements in the energy, food, agriculture, health and manufacturing industries 
 

https://www.weforum.org/press/2020/01/new-report-proposes-global-screening-system-to-counter-biotech-terror


   

  

:: But accidental or deliberate misuse of DNA synthesis could result in the spread of dangerous agents, 
potentially resulting in risks to public health or global health security 
 
:: Widespread access to DNA synthesis and new synthesis methods, in the absence of global 
biotechnology norms and screening practices, enhances the threat 
 
:: The World Economic Forum and Nuclear Threat Initiative propose a new mechanism to develop, 
standardize and strengthen screening practices  
:: Read the full report here 
 
Geneva, Switzerland, 7 January 2020 – Rapid advancements in commercially available DNA synthesis 
technologies – used for example to artificially create gene sequences for clinical diagnosis and 
treatment – pose growing risks, with the potential to cause a catastrophic biological security threat if 
accidentally or deliberately misused.  
 
A new World Economic Forum and Nuclear Threat Initiative report, “Biosecurity Innovation and Risk 
Reduction: A global Framework for Accessible, Safe and Secure DNA Synthesis,” gathers opinion from a 
group of global public- and private-sector experts who propose standardized screening practices to 
counter the threat.  
 
Since scientists demonstrated the means to create a full viral genome in 2002, DNA synthesis 
technologies have become increasingly available and frequently used by scientists and engineers 
around the world. These technologies support myriad advancements in synthetic biology, enhancing 
the efficiency and sustainability of industries including energy, food, agriculture, health and 
manufacturing. Further advances in technology hold great promise for sustainable development and a 
safer and more secure society.  
 
At the same time, new approaches to DNA editing and synthesis have made it easier to 
manipulate biological agents and systems, increasing the risk of a catastrophic accidental 
or deliberate biological event. These technologies make it possible to create pathogen or 
toxin DNA that could be misused. For example, in 2018 researchers published work detailing the 
synthesis of horsepox virus, an extinct virus related to smallpox, using synthetic DNA fragments 
purchased from a commercial provider. This demonstrated the potential for creating other viruses via 
commercially available technologies.  
 
Although many DNA providers practice screening procedures, this approach is voluntary 
and is becoming increasingly expensive. As access expands and the cost of DNA synthesis 
declines, more DNA is likely to reach the market via additional providers, significantly expanding the 
user base. In the next two to three years, a new generation of benchtop DNA synthesis machines, 
enabled by enzymatic DNA synthesis methods, could become available without guidance or norms to 
prevent misuse. 
 
This report, endorsed by an international expert Working Group, recommends a global 
system for synthetic DNA screening practices by developing an international, cost-
effective, and sustainable mechanism to prevent illicit practices and misuse. The new 
framework improves the existing voluntary guidelines because it standardizes screening processes, is 
accessible to new players in the market, and provides valuable feedback data to evaluate the screening 
– all at lower cost.  

https://www.weforum.org/reports/biosecurity-innovation-and-risk-reduction-a-global-framework-for-accessible-safe-and-secure-dna-synthesis-582d582cd4
https://www.weforum.org/reports/biosecurity-innovation-and-risk-reduction-a-global-framework-for-accessible-safe-and-secure-dna-synthesis-582d582cd4
https://www.weforum.org/reports/biosecurity-innovation-and-risk-reduction-a-global-framework-for-accessible-safe-and-secure-dna-synthesis-582d582cd4


   

  

 
"Biotechnology is at the centre of the Fourth Industrial Revolution. To deliver on the promise of the 
biotechnology revolution, we must seize opportunities to develop and deliver life-advancing innovations 
while simultaneously and urgently addressing potential risks associated with a growing and 
democratized bio-economy,” said Arnaud Bernaert, Head of Shaping the Future of Health and Health 
Care at the World Economic Forum. 
 
The report also proposes that companies, international organizations and governments 
should explore options for the sustainable oversight and the maintenance of this proposed 
DNA sequence screening mechanism. DNA synthesis capabilities, in addition to other 
emerging technologies, can benefit from a larger system of common global life-science 
norms overseen by a globally recognized entity.  
 
“Global DNA synthesis screening can be a critical tool to reduce the risk that life-science technologies 
could be deliberately misused to carry out biological attacks or accidentally result in a high-
consequence or catastrophic biological event. The time is now,” said Ernest J. Moniz, Co-Chair and 
Chief Executive Officer of the Nuclear Threat Initiative. 
 
:::::: 
 
Biosecurity Innovation and Risk Reduction: A global Framework for Accessible, Safe and 
Secure DNA Synthesis 
World Economic Forum – Insight Report – In collaboration with the Nuclear Threat Initiative (NTI) 
January 2020 :: 18 pages 
PDF: http://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_Biosecurity_Innovation_Risk_Reduction.pdf 
[Excerpt] 
Recommendations 
Developing a Common DNA Sequence Screening Mechanism 
1) By early 2020, establish a global, standing, multi-stakeholder, technical consortium (“the 
Consortium”) to develop a common DNA sequence screening mechanism that is accessible at low cost,  
secure and easy to use by all providers of DNA and providers of benchtop DNA synthesis machines. 
This mechanism would include an internationally recognized set of sequences of pathogen and toxin  
DNA (see Appendix B for additional details) and algorithms to screen ordered DNA sequences against  
that set of sequences. The Consortium should work to develop a version of the screening mechanism 
that is fully automated for ease of use and integration as a built-in feature of benchtop DNA synthesis 
machines. 
 
2) As the common DNA sequence screening mechanism is developed, the Consortium should consider 
security precautions and built-in technical safeguards to prevent its misuse. 
 
3) By 2021, the common DNA sequence screening mechanism should be supplied to all DNA providers 
to incorporate into their operations. Regular updates should be established thereafter. 
 
4) By 2021, the common DNA sequence screening mechanism and its updates should be supplied to all 
developers and providers of benchtop DNA synthesis machines to incorporate into their machines 
and/or operations. 
   a. The Consortium should work with providers of benchtop machines to implement procedures to 
screen each DNA sequence before it is synthesized. 

https://www.weforum.org/reports/biosecurity-innovation-and-risk-reduction-a-global-framework-for-accessible-safe-and-secure-dna-synthesis-582d582cd4
https://www.weforum.org/reports/biosecurity-innovation-and-risk-reduction-a-global-framework-for-accessible-safe-and-secure-dna-synthesis-582d582cd4
http://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_Biosecurity_Innovation_Risk_Reduction.pdf


   

  

   b. The Consortium should consider the potential to prohibit some sequences from being created by 
benchtop machines. In this case, benchtop machines could have a built-in version of the common 
mechanism and would be unable to synthesize DNA sequences that are a hit. 
 
Oversight, policies and partnerships for establishing synthetic DNA screening as a global 
norm 
1) The Consortium should be funded as an independent technical entity for at least two years so that it 
can immediately start work to meet the goal of developing the common DNA sequence screening 
mechanism and providing it to DNA providers and providers of benchtop DNA synthesis machines by 
2021. 
 
2) In early-to-mid 2020, NTI and the World Economic Forum should convene senior leaders from 
governments, companies and international organizations to explore options for the sustainable 
oversight of the Consortium and maintenance of the proposed DNA sequence screening mechanism. 
These options may include developing synthetic DNA screening as a new mandate for an existing  
international entity or the creation of a new organization to take on this mandate. 
 
3) In partnership with the new or existing organization focusing on this work, the technical Consortium  
should work with states, international organizations, industry groups, universities and others to pursue  
opportunities to strengthen synthetic DNA screening as a global norm and standard among  
governments, researchers, institutions, and providers of DNA and benchtop DNA synthesis machines. 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Featured Journal Content 
 
PNAS - Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States  
of America 
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/ 
[Accessed 11 Jan 2020] 
What music makes us feel: At least 13 dimensions organize subjective experiences 
associated with music across different cultures  
Alan S. Cowen, Xia Fang, Disa Sauter, and Dacher Keltner 
PNAS first published January 6, 2020. https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1910704117  
Significance 
Do our subjective experiences when listening to music show evidence of universality? And if so, what is 
the nature of these experiences? With data-driven methodological and statistical approaches, we 
examined the feelings evoked by 2,168 music excerpts in the United States and China. We uncovered 
13 distinct types of experiences that people across 2 different cultures report in listening to music of 
different kinds. Categories such as “awe” drive the experience of music more so than broad affective 
features like valence. However, emotions that scientists have long treated as discrete can be blended 
together. Our results provide answers to long-standing questions about the nature of the subjective 
experiences associated with music. 
Abstract 
What is the nature of the feelings evoked by music? We investigated how people represent the 
subjective experiences associated with Western and Chinese music and the form in which these 
representational processes are preserved across different cultural groups. US (n=1,591) and Chinese 

http://www.pnas.org/content/early/recent
https://www.pnas.org/content/early/2020/01/01/1910704117
https://www.pnas.org/content/early/2020/01/01/1910704117
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1910704117


   

  

(n=1,258) participants listened to 2,168 music samples and reported on the specific feelings (e.g., 
“angry,” “dreamy”) or broad affective features (e.g., valence, arousal) that they made individuals feel. 
Using large-scale statistical tools, we uncovered 13 distinct types of subjective experience associated 
with music in both cultures. Specific feelings such as “triumphant” were better preserved across the 2 
cultures than levels of valence and arousal, contrasting with theoretical claims that valence and arousal 
are building blocks of subjective experience. This held true even for music selected on the basis of its 
valence and arousal levels and for traditional Chinese music. Furthermore, the feelings associated with 
music were found to occupy continuous gradients, contradicting discrete emotion theories. Our 
findings, visualized within an interactive map (https://www.ocf.berkeley.edu/∼acowen/music.html) 

reveal a complex, high-dimensional space of subjective experience associated with music in multiple 
cultures. These findings can inform inquiries ranging from the etiology of affective disorders to the 
neurological basis of emotion. 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Featured Journal Content 
 
Journal of Adolescent Health 
December 2019 Volume 65, Issue 6, Supplement, S1-S62  
https://www.jahonline.org/issue/S1054-139X(19)X0005-1 
Adolescent Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights: Progress in the 25 Years Since the 
International Conference on Population and Development and Prospects for the Next 25 
years 
Edited by Caroline W. Kabiru  
Review Articles 
The State of Adolescent Sexual and Reproductive Health 
Mengjia Liang, Sandile Simelane, Guillem Fortuny Fillo, Satvika Chalasani, Katherine Weny, Pablo 
Salazar Canelos, Lorna Jenkins, Ann-Beth Moller, Venkatraman Chandra-Mouli, Lale Say, Kristien 
Michielsen, Danielle Marie Claire Engel, Rachel Snow 
S3–S15 
Published in issue: December 2019 
Abstract 
In the 25 years since the 1994 International Conference on Population and Development, significant 
progress has been made in adolescent sexual and reproductive health and rights (ASRHR). Trend 
analysis of key ASRHR indicators at global, national, and subnational levels indicates that adolescent 
girls today are more likely to marry later, delay their first sexual experience, and delay their first 
childbirth, compared with 25 years ago; they are also more likely to use contraceptives. Despite overall 
progress, however, unequal progress in many ASRHR outcomes is evident both within and between 
countries, and in some locations, the state of adolescents' lives has worsened. Population growth in 
countries with some of the worst shortfalls in ASRHR mean that declining rates, of child marriage, for 
example, coexist with higher absolute numbers of girls affected, compared with 25 years ago. 
Emerging trends that warrant closer attention include increasing rates of ovarian and breast cancer 
among adolescent girls and sharp increases in the proportion of adolescents who are overweight or 
obese, which has long-term health implications.  
 

https://www.ocf.berkeley.edu/~acowen/music.html
https://www.jahonline.org/issue/S1054-139X(19)X0005-1
https://www.jahonline.org/article/S1054-139X(19)30473-2/fulltext


   

  

The Political, Research, Programmatic, and Social Responses to Adolescent Sexual and 
Reproductive Health and Rights in the 25 Years Since the International Conference on 
Population and Development 
Venkatraman Chandra-Mouli, B. Jane Ferguson, Marina Plesons, Mandira Paul, Satvika Chalasani, Avni 
Amin, Christina Pallitto, Marni Sommers, Ruben Avila, Kalisito Va Eceéce Biaukula, Scheherazade 
Husain, Eglé Janušonytė, Aditi Mukherji, Ali Ihsan Nergiz, Gogontlejang Phaladi, Chelsey Porter, 
Josephine Sauvarin, Alma Virginia Camacho-Huber, Sunil Mehra, Sonja Caffe, Kristien Michielsen, David 
Anthony Ross, Ilya Zhukov, Linda Gail Bekker, Connie L. Celum, Robyn Dayton, Annabel Erulkar, Ellen 
Travers, Joar Svanemyr, Nankali Maksud, Lina Digolo-Nyagah, Nafissatou J. Diop, Pema Lhaki, Kamal 
Adhikari, Teresa Mahon, Maja Manzenski Hansen, Meghan Greeley, Joanna Herat, Danielle Marie Claire 
Engel 
S16–S40 
Published in issue: December 2019 
Abstract 
Among the ground-breaking achievements of the International Conference on Population and 
Development (ICPD) was its call to place adolescent sexual and reproductive health (ASRH) on global 
health and development agendas. This article reviews progress made in low- and middle-income 
countries in the 25 years since the ICPD in six areas central to ASRH—adolescent pregnancy, HIV, child 
marriage, violence against women and girls, female genital mutilation, and menstrual hygiene and 
health. It also examines the ICPD's contribution to the progress made. The article presents 
epidemiologic levels and trends; political, research, programmatic and social responses; and factors 
that helped or hindered progress. To do so, it draws on research evidence and programmatic 
experience and the expertise and experiences of a wide number of individuals, including youth leaders, 
in numerous countries and organizations. Overall, looking across the six health topics over a 25-year 
trajectory, there has been great progress at the global and regional levels in putting adolescent health, 
and especially adolescent sexual and reproductive health and rights, higher on the agenda, raising 
investment in this area, building the epidemiologic and evidence-base, and setting norms to guide 
investment and action. At the national level, too, there has been progress in formulating laws and 
policies, developing strategies and programs and executing them, and engaging communities and 
societies in moving the agenda forward. Still, progress has been uneven across issues and geography. 
Furthermore, it has raced ahead sometimes and has stalled at others. The ICPD's Plan of Action 
contributed to the progress made in ASRH not just because of its bold call in 1994 but also because it 
provided a springboard for advocacy, investment, action, and research that remains important to this 
day. 
 
Forward, Together: A Collaborative Path to Comprehensive Adolescent Sexual and 
Reproductive Health and Rights in Our Time 
Marina Plesons, Claire B. Cole, Gwyn Hainsworth, Ruben Avila, Kalisito Va Eceéce Biaukula, 
Scheherazade Husain, Eglė Janušonytė, Aditi Mukherji, Ali Ihsan Nergiz, Gogontlejang Phaladi, B. Jane 
Ferguson, Anandita Philipose, Bruce Dick, Cate Lane, Joanna Herat, Danielle Marie Claire Engel, Sally 
Beadle, Brendan Hayes, Venkatraman Chandra-Mouli 
S51–S62 
Abstract 
The 1994 International Conference on Population and Development established a basis for the 
advancement of adolescent sexual and reproductive health and rights (ASRHR) that endures today. 
Twenty-five years later, our vision for the future warrants reflection based on a clear understanding of 
the opportunities and challenges before us. Inclusion of adolescents on global, regional, and national 
agendas; increased investment in ASRHR policies and programs; renewed commitments to universal 

https://www.jahonline.org/article/S1054-139X(19)30469-0/fulltext
https://www.jahonline.org/article/S1054-139X(19)30469-0/fulltext
https://www.jahonline.org/article/S1054-139X(19)30469-0/fulltext
https://www.jahonline.org/article/S1054-139X(19)30467-7/fulltext
https://www.jahonline.org/article/S1054-139X(19)30467-7/fulltext


   

  

health coverage; increased school enrollment; and advances in technology are all critical opportunities 
we can and must leverage to catalyze progress for adolescents. At the same time, a range of 
significant challenges remain, have newly emerged, or can be seen on the horizon, including persistent 
denial of adolescent sexuality; entrenched gender inequality; resistance to meaningfully engaging 
adolescents and young people in political and programmatic processes; weak systems, integration, and 
multisectoral coordination; changes in population dynamics; humanitarian and climate crises; and 
changes in family and community structures. To achieve as much progress toward our vision for 
ASRHR as possible, the global ASRHR community must take strategic and specific steps in the next 
10 years within five areas for action: (1) mobilize and make full use of political and social support for 
ASRHR policies and programs; (2) increase and make effective use of external and domestic funding 
for ASRHR; (3) develop, communicate, apply, and monitor enabling and protective laws and policies for 
ASRHR; (4) use and improve available ASRHR data and evidence to strengthen advocacy, policies, and 
programs; and (5) manage the implementation of ASRHR strategies at scale with quality and equity. 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Emergencies 
 
Ebola – DRC+ 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
 
Ebola Outbreak in DRC 74: 07 January 2020 
Situation Update 
   Since the last Situation Report 73 issued on 24 December 2019, 28 new confirmed Ebola virus 
disease (EVD) cases were reported from five health zones in two affected provinces in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo between 23 December 2019 to 5 January 2020. The new 
confirmed cases in the past 14 days are from Butembo, Katwa, Kalunguta, Mabalako and 
Mambasa. The source of exposure for the four new cases reported from Mambasa Health Zone, 
Ituri Province is currently under investigation. Mambasa Health Zone had previously not had a 
confirmed case for 66 days. Similarly, the source of exposure of the initial case reported in 
Kalunguta at the end of December is still under investigation… 
 
…As of 5 January 2020, a total of 3390 EVD cases, including 3272 confirmed and 118 probable 
cases have been reported, of which 2233 cases died (overall case fatality ratio 66%). Of the total 
confirmed and probable cases, 56% (1903) were female, 28% (956) were children aged less than 
18 years, and 5% (168) were healthcare workers. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
POLIO   
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/ 
 
Summary of new viruses this week (AFP cases and ES positives):  
:: Afghanistan — two WPV1 cases and two WPV1 positive environmental samples;  

https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/330354/SITREP_EVD_DRC_20200107-eng.pdf
http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/


   

  

:: Pakistan — 11 WPV1 cases, 13 WPV1 positive environmental samples and two cVDPV2 positive 
environmental samples;  
:: Malaysia — one cVDPV2 and one positive environmental samples;  
:: Zambia — one cVDPV2 case. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Editor’s Note: 
WHO has posted a refreshed emergencies page which presents an updated listing of Grade 3,2,1 
emergencies as below. 
 
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
Democratic Republic of the Congo  
:: Ebola Outbreak in DRC 74: 07 January 2020 
[See Ebola above for detail] 
 
Mozambique floods   - No new digest announcements identified 
Nigeria - No new digest announcements identified 
Somalia - No new digest announcements identified 
South Sudan   - No new digest announcements identified 
Syrian Arab Republic  - No new digest announcements identified 
Yemen - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
Measles in Europe  
:: Strengthening national laboratories’ oversight capacity to support measles and rubella elimination 08-
01-2020 
[See Milestones above for detail] 
 
Afghanistan - No new digest announcements identified 
Angola   - No new digest announcements identified 
Burkina Faso [in French]  - No new digest announcements identified 
Burundi  - No new digest announcements identified 
Cameroon  - No new digest announcements identified 
Central African Republic - No new digest announcements identified 
Ethiopia - No new digest announcements identified 
HIV in Pakistan - No new digest announcements identified 
Iran floods 2019 - No new digest announcements identified 
Iraq - No new digest announcements identified 
Libya - No new digest announcements identified 
Malawi floods - No new digest announcements identified 
MERS-CoV  - No new digest announcements identified 
Myanmar  - No new digest announcements identified  
Niger - No new digest announcements identified 
occupied Palestinian territory  - No new digest announcements identified 

http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cod/en/
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/330354/SITREP_EVD_DRC_20200107-eng.pdf
https://afro.who.int/countries/mozambique
http://www.who.int/emergencies/nigeria/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/somalia/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ssd/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/syr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/yem/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/communicable-diseases/measles-and-rubella
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/communicable-diseases/measles-and-rubella/news/news/2020/01/strengthening-national-laboratories-oversight-capacity-to-support-measles-and-rubella-elimination
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/afg/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/angola
https://www.afro.who.int/fr/countries/burkina-faso
https://www.afro.who.int/countries/burundi
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cmr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/caf/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/eth/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/pak/pakistan-news/pakistan-hiv-outbreak-in-sindh-province.html
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/irn/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/countries/irq/index.html
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/lby/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/malawi
http://www.who.int/emergencies/mers-cov/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mmr/en/
http://afro.who.int/fr/countries/niger
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/opt/en/


   

  

Sudan - No new digest announcements identified 
Ukraine - No new digest announcements identified 
Zimbabwe - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 1 Emergencies  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
Chad  - No new digest announcements identified 
Djibouti - No new digest announcements identified 
Kenya   - No new digest announcements identified 
Mali  - No new digest announcements identified 
Namibia - viral hepatitis  - No new digest announcements identified 
Tanzania  - No new digest announcements identified 
  
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – L3 Emergencies 
The UN and its humanitarian partners are currently responding to three 'L3' emergencies. This is the 
global humanitarian system's classification for the response to the most severe, large-scale 
humanitarian crises.  
Syrian Arab Republic   
:: Syrian Arab Republic: Recent Developments in Northwestern Syria Situation Report No. 5 - As of 8 
January 2020  
 
Yemen - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Corporate Emergencies 
When the USG/ERC declares a Corporate Emergency Response, all OCHA offices, branches and 
sections provide their full support to response activities both at HQ and in the field. 
Editor’s Note: 
Ebola in the DRC has bene added as a OCHA “Corporate Emergency” this week: 
CYCLONE IDAI and Kenneth - No new digest announcements identified 
EBOLA OUTBREAK IN THE DRC - No new digest announcements identified 
 

 
*                      *                       *                        * 

 

Agency/Government/IGO Watch 
We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for key 
media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on regional or global 
level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific coverage is limited. Please 
suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
 
 
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly  

http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/sdn/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ukr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/zwe/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tcd/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/fr/countries/dji/
http://www.afro.who.int/countries/kenya
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mli/en/
http://afro.who.int/news/baseline-assessment-national-viral-hepatitis-response-namibia
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tza/en/
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/syria
https://reliefweb.int/node/3467758
https://reliefweb.int/node/3467758
https://www.unocha.org/yemen
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/southern-and-eastern-africa-rosea/cyclone-idai
https://www.unocha.org/southern-and-eastern-africa-rosea/cyclones-idai-and-kenneth
https://www.unocha.org/drc


   

  

[to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://www.un.org/press/en 
Selected Meetings/Press Releases/Announcements 
10 January 2020  
SC/14074 
Security Council: Syria 
Note: Owing to the liquidity crisis impacting our Organization, the summary of today’s Security Council 
meeting on Syria is not available at this time.  A complete summary will be issued later as Press 
Release SC/14074. 
 
10 January 2020  
SC/14072 
Promote Dialogue, Peaceful Settlement of Disputes, Speakers Stress, as Security Council 
Continues Debate on Upholding Charter 
   The Security Council should make more frequent use of peaceful settlement of disputes and regional 
arrangements enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations to resolve disputes and maintain global 
peace, speakers said today, as the 15-member organ continued its open debate on the Organization’s 
founding document. 
 
9 January 2020  
SG/SM/19934 
Secretary-General Highlights ‘Trust Deficit’ amid Rising Global Turbulence, in Remarks to 
Security Council Debate on ‘Upholding United Nations Charter’ 
   Following are UN Secretary-General António Guterres’ remarks at the Security Council open debate 
on “Upholding the United Nations Charter to Maintain International Peace and Security”, in New York. 
[See Week in Review above for full text] 
 
 
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true  
Top News 
DRC: inter-ethnic violence in Ituri may constitute “crimes against humanity” – UN report 
 
Israel/OPT: UN expert says ICC war crimes probe would be a “momentous step for 
accountability” 
 
Pakistan blasphemy death sentence for Junaid Hafeez is “travesty of justice”- UN experts 
 
China urged to disclose location of Uyghur academic Tashpolat Tiyip 
 
 
United Nations Human Rights Council  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL 
Council News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Committee on the Rights of the Child [to 11 Jan 2020] 

https://www.un.org/press/en
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sc14074.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sc14072.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sc14072.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm19934.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm19934.doc.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25460&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25456&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25456&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25455&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25454&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL


   

  

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the sale and sexual exploitation of children   [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx  
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed 
Conflict [to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict 
[to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights   [to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx 
Latest news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable 
standard of physical and mental health  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples   [to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx 
Latest news 
No new digest content identified. 
 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx


   

  

 
Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN OCHA [to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://www.unocha.org/  
Selected Press Releases     
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Centre for Humanitarian Data/HDX  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://centre.humdata.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNICEF  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases 
Selected Statements, Press Releases, Reports 
Statement 
UNICEF calls on all stakeholders to put children first and ensure their safeguarding in 
these times of crisis in Lebanon 
Statement by Yukie Mokuo, UNICEF Representative in Lebanon 
10/01/2020  
 
Press release 
UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador Liam Neeson joins the call to ramp up support to 
Venezuelan migrant children during visit to Brazil-Venezuela border 
10/01/2020  
 
Press release 
Fighting in and around Tripoli shuts 210 schools, depriving over 115,000 children of their 
education 
06/01/2020  
 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html 
Selected Announcements  
UNHCR welcomes new law in El Salvador to help people internally displaced by violence 
10 Jan 2020  
 
UN Refugee Agency honoured with Olympic Cup for sporting contribution 
10 Jan 2020  
 
UNHCR is deeply saddened by the deaths of two Eritrean asylum-seekers in Tripoli, Libya 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx
https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases
https://centre.humdata.org/
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-calls-all-stakeholders-put-children-first-and-ensure-their-safeguarding-these
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-calls-all-stakeholders-put-children-first-and-ensure-their-safeguarding-these
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-calls-all-stakeholders-put-children-first-and-ensure-their-safeguarding-these
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-calls-all-stakeholders-put-children-first-and-ensure-their-safeguarding-these
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-goodwill-ambassador-liam-neeson-joins-call-ramp-support-venezuelan-migrant
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-goodwill-ambassador-liam-neeson-joins-call-ramp-support-venezuelan-migrant
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-goodwill-ambassador-liam-neeson-joins-call-ramp-support-venezuelan-migrant
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-goodwill-ambassador-liam-neeson-joins-call-ramp-support-venezuelan-migrant
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/fighting-and-around-tripoli-shuts-210-schools-depriving-over-115000-children-their
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http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html
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https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/1/5e18467f4/un-refugee-agency-honoured-olympic-cup-sporting-contribution.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/1/5e18467f4/un-refugee-agency-honoured-olympic-cup-sporting-contribution.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/1/5e18467f4/un-refugee-agency-honoured-olympic-cup-sporting-contribution.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/1/5e18c0604/unhcr-deeply-saddened-deaths-eritrean-asylum-seekers-tripoli-libya.html
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10 Jan 2020  
 
UNHCR issues recommendations for EU to make 2020 year of change for refugee 
protection 
9 Jan 2020  
 
North Macedonia accedes to key statelessness treaty  
7 Jan 2020  
  
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
Selected Announcements 
IOM: Mediterranean Arrivals Reach 110,699 in 2019; Deaths Reach 1,283. World Deaths 
Fall 
2020-01-03 17:49 
   Geneva – The International Organization for Migration reported today 110,669 migrants and 
refugees entered Europe by sea during the year just ended, marking the sixth straight year that at 
least 100,000 arrivals were recorded on three Mediterranean Sea Routes. 
 
 
UNAIDS [to 11 Jan 2020]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
Selected Press Releases/Reports/Statements 
9 January 2020 
UNAIDS Executive Director urges Uganda to do more domestically  
 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 11 Jan 2020]  
6 January 2020   News release 
Ministry of Health Lauds Partners for Support during Ebola Preparedness Response in 
Uganda 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO      
No new digest content identified. 
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
No new digest content identified. 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
No new digest content identified. 
 
WHO European Region EURO  
:: Time for integrated and people-centred services for HIV, TB and viral hepatitis 10-01-2020  

https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/1/5e18c0604/unhcr-deeply-saddened-deaths-eritrean-asylum-seekers-tripoli-libya.html
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https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2020/1/5e15bb974/unhcr-issues-recommendations-eu-2020-year-change-refugee-protection.html
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http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases
https://www.iom.int/news/bangladeshi-migrants-return-home-libya-ioms-assistance
https://www.iom.int/news/bangladeshi-migrants-return-home-libya-ioms-assistance
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-mediterranean-arrivals-reach-110699-2019-deaths-reach-1283-world-deaths-fall
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-mediterranean-arrivals-reach-110699-2019-deaths-reach-1283-world-deaths-fall
http://www.unaids.org/en
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/january/20200109_uganda
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https://www.afro.who.int/news/ministry-health-lauds-partners-support-during-ebola-preparedness-response-uganda
http://www.afro.who.int/
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=466:2008-media-center-press-releases&Itemid=40108&lang=en
http://www.searo.who.int/
http://www.euro.who.int/
http://www.euro.who.int/en/countries/latvia/news/news/2020/01/time-for-integrated-and-people-centred-services-for-hiv,-tb-and-viral-hepatitis


   

  

;; Cluster of pneumonia cases in Wuhan, China 10-01-2020 
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
No new digest content identified. 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2019/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
Selected Press Releases/Announcements 
UNDP launches Ocean Innovation Challenge 
   UNDP launches a new call to action— Ocean Innovation Challenge (OIC) to accelerate progress on 
SDG 14 targets. The OIC seeks innovations that are transferable, replicable and scalable. The 
Challenge…    
Posted on January 8, 2020 
 
 
UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://www.unenvironment.org/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/emergencies/pages/news/news/2020/01/cluster-of-pneumonia-cases-in-wuhan,-china2
http://www.emro.who.int/
http://www.wpro.who.int/
https://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2019/
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/news/2020/undp-launches-new-ocean-innovation-challenge.html
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/
https://www.unenvironment.org/


   

  

UNDRR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://www.unisdr.org/archive 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/  
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNESCO  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://en.unesco.org/news 
Latest News 
A historic resolution to protect cultural heritage 
10 January 2020 
 
 
International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS)  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://www.icomos.org/en/ 
Announcements 
ICOM and ICOMOS jointly and strongly condemn any deliberate destruction of cultural 
heritage  
Written on 06 January 2020.  
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
 
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://unhabitat.org/ 
News and Stories 
45 Cities to endorse digital rights in cities 
Tuesday 7 January, 2020  
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
 
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ILO International Labour Organization  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm 
News 

http://www.unisdr.org/archive
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news.html
http://en.unesco.org/news
https://en.unesco.org/news/historic-resolution-protect-cultural-heritage-0
https://www.icomos.org/en/
https://www.icomos.org/en/89-english-categories/home/70868-statement-on-the-threats-to-cultural-heritage-in-case-of-armed-conflicts
https://www.icomos.org/en/89-english-categories/home/70868-statement-on-the-threats-to-cultural-heritage-in-case-of-armed-conflicts
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp
http://unhabitat.org/
https://unhabitat.org/story-45-cities-to-endorse-digital-rights
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm


   

  

No new digest content identified 
 
 
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://www.icao.int/  
Latest News and Highlights  
Official notification received from Iran on Flight PS-752 accident 
9/1/20 
 
 
IMO International Maritime Organization  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx 
Latest Press Briefings  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release 
No new digest content identified.    
 
 
UPU  Universal Postal Union   [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://news.upu.int/no_cache/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified.    

 
 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html 
News 
No new digest content identified.    
 
 
International Organization for Standardization (ISO)  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/ 
News 
By Elizabeth Gasiorowski-Denis on 9 January 2020  
Figuring out finance in 2020 ISOfocus  
A new wave of disruption more forceful and more pervasive than what we have seen in recent years 
will likely unfold in the next decade. In the ISOfocus magazine (January/February 2020) entitled “A 
new wave of finance”, you will learn how standards can make a difference.  
 
By Kath Lockett on 9 January 2020  
The down-low on digital currency  
Everybody has heard about Bitcoin by now. It was the first cryptocurrency to go mainstream, but 
others are fast growing in popularity. There could be more than 1800 different types of 
cryptocurrencies in existence, and more are being developed every day. So how do we ensure digital 
currencies are safe? …  

http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/Official-notification-received-from-Iran-on-Flight-PS-752-accident.aspx
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release
http://news.upu.int/no_cache/news/
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html
https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/
https://www.iso.org/news/ref2470.html
https://www.iso.org/news/ref2466.html


   

  

 
By Ann Brady on 9 January 2020  
Financial services for all  
In the world of haves and have-nots, nearly two billion people globally lack access to the mainstream 
financial system. Why does this matter and what can be done to tackle the issue? Experts explain how 
International Standards can help to establish transparency, rebuild trust and solve the identity crisis …  
 
By Barnaby Lewis on 9 January 2020  
The migration of money  
The global financial system is currently undergoing its most far-reaching transformation in recent 
history as new market infrastructure, such as instant payment platforms, is being implemented 
worldwide. Underpinning these developments is ISO 20022, an international messaging standard that 
promises to …  
 
9 January 2020  
Building a framework for a sustainable future  
Tackling climate change, poverty and inequality requires an innovative financial system. In an interview 
with ISOfocus, Peter J. Young, Chair of the new ISO/TC 322 on sustainable finance, puts a compelling 
case for why International Standards are essential for mobilizing finance globally to address these …  
 
By Clare Naden on 6 January 2020  
International standard for welding symbols now updated  
Welding symbols are a necessary element of engineering, providing a common language for all 
involved in fabrication, from designers to the shop floor. The internationally agreed standard for these 
symbols has been updated.  
 
 
UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://www.unwto.org/news 
News 
No new digest content identified.    
 
 
WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/ 
Press Releases 
Ten Candidatures Received for Post of WIPO Director General 
   Ten candidatures for the post of Director General of the World Intellectual Property Organization 
(WIPO) were received by 5 p.m. (Geneva time) on December 30, 2019, the deadline fixed for the 
submission of names. 
Jan 7, 2020 PR/2020/844 
 
 
CBD  Convention on Biological Diversity [to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://www.cbd.int/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 

https://www.iso.org/news/ref2468.html
https://www.iso.org/news/ref2467.html
https://www.iso.org/news/ref2469.html
https://www.iso.org/news/ref2471.html
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USAID [to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Announcements 
USAID Administrator Mark Green's Keynote Speech at the U.S. Institute of Peace 
Conference, "A Governance Agenda for Preventing Violence in a Fractured World"  
January 7, 2020 
Remarks 
   History tells us that states with more democratic characteristics are usually more prosperous, stable, 
and reliable partners. They're better economic partners, because they possess the characteristics and 
conditions that we believe are vital for economic vibrancy and sustainable growth. They're better 
strategic partners because their citizen-centered, making them less likely to produce terrorists, 
proliferate weapons of mass destruction or engage in armed aggression. Conversely, authoritarian 
regimes are, at best, unreliable partners and, at worst, pose significant risks to peace and stability. 
 
Statement by U.S. Agency for International Development Administrator Mark Green 
Congratulates Juan Guaidó on his Re-Election as President of the Venezuelan National 
Assembly  
January 6, 2020 
   On behalf of the United States Agency for International Development, I extend my congratulations to 
Interim President Guaidó upon his re-election as President of the National Assembly, the only legitimate 
and democratically elected government institution in Venezuela. This re-election is a testament to the 
bravery and sacrifice of the people of Venezuela, Interim President Guaidó, and members of the 
National Assembly, in the face of the illegitimate Maduro regime's unrelenting deployment of bribes, 
blackmail, threats, and persecution to undermine the democratic process and attempt to deny 
Venezuelans their right to vote. In spite of continual harassment, the National Assembly remains a 
beacon of hope for all Venezuelans, and we salute the parliamentarians for their steadfast commitment 
to democracy. 
 
USAID Administrator Mark Green's Phone Call with the Director-General of the World 
Health Organization, the Honorable Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Ph.D.  
January 6, 2020 
Readout 
   U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) Administrator Mark Green spoke with the 
Director-General of the World Health Organization (WHO), Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, on 
Friday to discuss efforts to respond to the outbreak of Ebola in the Democratic Republic of Congo 
(DRC) amid increasing security concerns and how to best support the Government of DRC and its 
partners to control the disease. 
 
 
DFID  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development 
Press Releases 
How the UK is helping connect off-grid communities across Africa  
By using clean energy, lives are being transformed across Africa 
From: Department for International Development  
Updated: 10 January 2020  
 

https://www.usaid.gov/news-information
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ECHO  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
African Union [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://www.au.int/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of Social  
Press releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://asean.org/category/news/asean-secretariat-news/ 
Secretariat News 
ASEAN seeks to boost intra-regional trade and investment 
   HANOI, 10 January 2020 – A high-level symposium was held today in Ha Noi, Viet Nam, focusing on 
promoting greater trade and investment in the region, providing a strong start to Viet Nam's ASEAN 
2020 Chairmanship. Director General of the ASEAN Department of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Viet 
Nam, H.E. Vu Ho, delivered [...] 
 
 
European Commission [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1 
Press Releases   
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
OECD  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://www.oecd.org/  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Organization of American States (OAS)   [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://www.oas.org/en/ 
Press Releases 
Resolution "Regarding recent events in Venezuela" 
January 10, 2020 
 
Statement of the OAS General Secretariat on the Situation in Venezuela 
January 7, 2020 
 
 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://www.oic-oci.org/  

http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news
http://www.au.int/
http://asean.org/category/news/asean-secretariat-news/
https://asean.org/asean-seeks-boost-intra-regional-trade-investment/
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http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_releases.asp
https://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=S-001/20
https://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=E-116/20
https://www.oic-oci.org/home/?lan=en


   

  

Selected Press Releases 
Secretary General Calls for Urgent Assistance to the Flood and Landslide Disastered Areas 
in Indonesia  
   The Secretary General of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), Dr Yousef Al-Othaimeen, 
called on Member States and all OIC institutions active in the humanitarian filed to hurry to the 
assistance of Indonesia and extend their humanitarian aid to the victims of the floods and landslides 
that have washed over many provinces there, and to help the victims overcome the effects of this 
tragedy which has forced large numbers of citizens to flee their homes and caused massive distraction 
and untold losses in life and property.... 
07/01/2020 
 
Dr. Anis Bajrektarevic, in a Critical Lecture, Discusses Artificial Intelligence: Challenges 
and Development Opportunities for the OIC Member States  
   Dr. Anis Bajrektarevic, Professor of International Law and Global Geo-Political Studies from Vienna, 
delivered a lecture under the theme: (Artificial Intelligence: Challenges and Development Opportunities 
for the OIC Member States) at the OIC General Secretariat’s headquarters in Jeddah, on Sunday 5 
January 2020.... 
06/01/2020 
 
 
Group of 77  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://www.g77.org/ 
Latest Statements and Speeches 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
UNCTAD  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives]  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Customs Organization – WCO  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://www.wcoomd.org/ 
Latest News 
08 January 2020  
The new 2022 Edition of the Harmonized System has been accepted  
   HS 2022, which is the seventh edition of the Harmonized System (HS) nomenclature used for the 
uniform classification of goods traded internationally all over the world, has been accepted by the all 
Contracting Parties to the Harmonized System Convention.  It shall come into force on 1 January 2022. 
The HS serves as the basis for Customs tariffs and for the compilation of international trade statistics in 
211 economies (of which 158 are Contracting Parties to the HS Convention).  The new HS2022 edition 
makes some major changes to the Harmonized System with a total of 351 sets of amendments 
covering a wide range of goods moving across borders… 
 
 
WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 11 Jan 2020] 

https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=23089&ref=13890&lan=en
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http://www.wcoomd.org/en/media/newsroom/2020/january/the-new-2022-edition-of-the-harmonized-system-has-been-accepted.aspx


   

  

http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
No new digest content identified..  
 
 
:::::: 
 
IPU  Inter-Parliamentary Union   [to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Court of Justice  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases 
Latest Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 

 
 
International Criminal Court (ICC)  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
Trying individuals for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
World Bank [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week]  
Data Collection in Fragile States 
   Quality statistics are critical for development interventions to be effective. However, they are hard to 
obtain in fragile situations as fragility affects the ability to collect data in many ways. From...  
Date: January 09, 2020 Type: Publication 
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
Global Growth: Modest Pickup to 2.5% in 2020 amid Mounting Debt and Slowing 
Productivity Growth 
   WASHINGTON, Jan. 8, 2020 — Global economic growth is forecast to edge up to 2.5% in 2020 as 
investment and trade gradually recover from last year’s significant weakness but downward risks 
persist...  
Date: January 08, 2020 Type: Press Release  
 
Haiti: Providing Opportunities for all Haitians 
   Challenge Haiti’s geography, people, and history provide it with many opportunities. However, a 
history of political instability, social unrest, and natural disasters has prevented the country from 
realizing...  
Date: January 08, 2020 Type: Result Brief 
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IMF  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article 
January 7, 2020 
Reduce Inequality To Create Opportunity – IMF Blog  
   Over the past decade, inequality has become one of the most complex and vexing challenges in the 
global economy. Inequality of opportunity. Inequality across generations. Inequality between women 
and men. And, of course, inequality of income and wealth . They are all present in our societies and—
unfortunately— in many countries they are growing. 
 
 
African Development Bank Group  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://www.afdb.org/en 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Africa-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of No new 
digest content identified. 
African Development Bank approves $20 million investment in Metier Fund to support 
renewable energy in Sub-Saharan Africa 
   07-Jan-2020 - The Board of Directors of the African Development Bank has approved a $20 million 
investment in the Metier Sustainable Capital International Fund II, which channels funds to renewable 
energy and resource-efficient infrastructure projects across Sub-Saharan Africa. 
 
 
Asian Development Bank  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://www.adb.org/news/releases 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-
level announcements are added each week] 
7 Jan 2020 
Philippine President Duterte Bestows National Honor on ADB President Nakao 
   President of the Philippines Mr. Rodrigo Duterte awarded outgoing ADB President Mr. Takehiko 
Nakao the Order of Sikatuna, the Philippines’ highest civilian... 
 
6 Jan 2020 
UNICEF Signs Agreement to Support Immunization in Samoa Under ADB-Financed Project 
   UNICEF and Samoa have signed a grant agreement to provide support to the health sector to 
strengthen the country’s immunization program and procure cold chain equipment to safely transport 
vaccines, which is supported by ADB... 
 
 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank   [to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-
level announcements are added each week] 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news 
News 

http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article
https://blogs.imf.org/2020/01/07/reduce-inequality-to-create-opportunity/
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https://www.adb.org/news/philippine-president-duterte-bestows-national-honor-adb-president-nakao
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https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news


   

  

08 JAN  
Ethiopia and IFAD to increase access to financial services in rural areas threatened by 
climate change  
 
08 JAN  
IFAD and FAO Investment Centre sign cooperation agreement  
 
07 JAN  
Funds from Sweden to help farmers adapt to climate change  
 
 
Islamic Development Bank  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://www.isdb.org/ 
News 
Applications for IsDB Scholarship Programmes for the Year 2020-2021 Now Open 
   The Islamic Development Bank (IsDB) is pleased to announce that calls for scholarship applications 
for the year 2020 – 2021 are now open. The deadline for submissions of applications is February 
28th 2020. 
10 January 2020 
 
Niger 
ISFD, Republic of Niger and International Partners join forces to ensure quality education 
for 2.6 million out of school children 
   Niamey, Niger Republic 09 January 2020: The Islamic Solidarity Fund for Development (ISFD), the 
poverty alleviation arm of Islamic Development Bank (IsDB), the government of the Republic of Niger 
and several international partners have joined forces to enroll 2.6 million Out of School children (OOSC) 
to school by the year 2030. This is one of the key objectives of a workshop on OOSC organized by the 
ISFD in Niamey, the capital of Niger from 8-9 January 2020. 
9 January 2020 

 
 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 

 
:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
   We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new research and 
major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, collaborations, and initiatives 
across the human rights, humanitarian response and development spheres of action.  WE will not 
reference fundraising announcements, programs, events or appeals, and generally not include content 
which is primarily photo-documentation or video in format. 
 
 
Action Contre la Faim – Action Against Hunger  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org 
Communiqués de presse 
No new digest content identified. 
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Alliance for International Medical Action (ALIMA)  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://www.alima-ngo.org/en/press-room 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://newsroom.amref.org/category/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Aravind Eye Care System  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://aravind.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
  
BRAC  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://www.brac.net/#news 
Latest 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CARE International  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases 
Press Releases 
Fires in Australia must serve as wake-up call to climate crisis 
 9th Jan 2020    
 
 
Clubhouse International  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://www.drc.dk/news 
NEWS 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ECPAT  [to 11 Jan 2020]  
http://www.ecpat.net/news 
News & Updates 
Iraqi children forced into temporary marriages 
063/01/2020 
 
 

https://www.alima-ngo.org/en/press-room
http://amref.org/news/news/
https://newsroom.amref.org/category/press-releases/
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Fountain House  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Humanity & Inclusion  [nee Handicap International]  [to 11 Jan 2020]  
http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports    
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Heifer International  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://www.heifer.org/ 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HelpAge International  [to 11 Jan 2020]  
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/ 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
No new digest content identified. 

 
 
ICRC  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports         
UN Charter and IHL complement each other to reduce suffering and preserve dignity 
   As delivered by Mr. Robert Mardini, Permanent Observer to the United Nations and Head of 
Delegation, ICRC New York  
10-01-2020 | Statement  
   
Darfur: ICRC Assists 7’800 Injured and Displaced Persons Affected By Violence In West 
Darfur 
   Khartoum—The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) is distributing Essential Household 
Items (EHIs) to those affected by the violence which began on December 28, 2019, around El Geneina, 
West Darfur, causing several deaths, injuries, 
08-01-2020 | News release  
 
 
IFRC   [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
Asia Pacific 
Red Cross releases funds in anticipation of extreme winter in Mongolia 
   Forecasts of an extreme winter in Mongolia have triggered the release of funding to reduce its impact 
on vulnerable herders. This is the first time this early action funding mechanism developed by the 
International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) has been used anywhere. 
9 January 2020 

http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press
http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases
https://www.heifer.org/
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new
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http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/red-cross-releases-funds-anticipation-extreme-winter-mongolia/


   

  

 
 
International Medical Corps (IMC)   [to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IRC  International Rescue Committee  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 
Media highlights 
Press Release  
IRC: Texas’s decision to pull out of the resettlement program is shameful and out of step 
with 42 other US states 
January 10, 2020  
 
Press Release  
No humanitarian justification for today's UNSC Syria Cross-Border Aid vote 
January 10, 2020  
 
Press Release  
IRC: Yemen TPS decision arbitrarily leaves some Yemeni in harm’s way but not others 
January 9, 2020  
 
Perspective  
Open Letter to UN Security Council Members from IRC President and CEO David Miliband 
on Syria Cross-Border Resolution 
January 8, 2020  
 
Press Release  
2020: Majority of lives at risk concentrated in 20 countries 
January 7, 2020  
 
 
IRCT  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://irct.org/ 
News    
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Islamic Relief Worldwide  [to 11 Jan 2020]  
https://www.islamic-relief.org/ 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Landsea   [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 

https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/
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Medecins du Monde   [to 11 Jan 2020]  
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Mercy Corps [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
United States   January 10, 2020 
Mercy Corps responding to help Puerto Ricans affected by 6.4 magnitude earthquake  
    The global organization will distribute solar lanterns and emergency cash in addition to ongoing 
disaster preparedness efforts undertaken following Hurricane Maria  
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 11 Jan 2020]  
http://www.msf.org/ 
Latest [Selected Announcements] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Operation Smile  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office 
Program Schedule 
Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve every 
opportunity for safe surgical care.  
 
  
OXFAM [to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://www.oxfam.org/en/ 
Selected News/Announcements   
Civilians should be the priority at the G5 Sahel Summit 
10 January 2020 
   As the G5 leaders meet at the Sahel Summit in France on 13 January 2020 to discuss their military 
response to the Sahel conflict, Oxfam and partners warn of insufficient humanitarian aid and protection 
of civilians. 
 
US-Iran conflict restricting aid work in Iraq - Oxfam 
8 January 2020 
   Oxfam’s humanitarian work in Iraq is restricted due to heightened security concerns, road 
checkpoints and travel difficulties, following Iranian missile attacks on US military bases in Iraq 
overnight in retaliation for the US killing of the Iranian General Suleimani. 
 
 
Norwegian Refugee Council   [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://www.nrc.no/ 
Latest news from NRC 
Burkina Faso|Mali|Niger | 10. Jan 2020  

http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases
https://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/mercy-corps-responding-help-puerto-ricans-affected-64-magnitude-earthquake
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http://www.operationsmile.org/approach/program-schedule
https://www.oxfam.org/en/
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/civilians-should-be-priority-g5-sahel-summit
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/us-iran-conflict-restricting-aid-work-iraq-oxfam
http://www.nrc.no/


   

  

G5 Sahel summit: Civilians should be the priority in military discussions 
   While countries responsible for the military response to the conflicts in the Sahel meet in France on 
13 January, Action Against Hunger (AAH), the Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) and Oxfam warn 
about the insufficient humanitarian aid and lack of protection of civilians.  
 
Middle East|Iran | 08. Jan 2020  
US-Iran tension threatens lifeline to millions across the Middle East 
Statement by Jan Egeland, Secretary General of the Norwegian Refugee Council.  
 
 
Pact  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://www.pactworld.org/  
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Partners In Health  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://www.pih.org/blog   
News  
Jan 06, 2020 
Graduates of Medical Residencies Bolster Haiti’s Health System  
   In the earthquake’s aftermath, the need to rebuild the medical education system was abundantly 
clear. In partnership with Haiti’s Ministry of Health, Zanmi Lasante—as Partners In Health is known in 
Haiti—opened University Hospital in Mirebalais, a 300-bed teaching hospital home to specialized care 
and medical residency programs. Here, Haitian doctors, nurses, and other health professionals provide 
high-quality care to those most in need and train the next generation of care providers.  
 
 
PATH  [to 11 Jan 2020]  
https://www.path.org/media-center/  
Selected Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Plan International/BORNEfonden  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Save The Children [to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://www.savethechildren.net/news 
9 January 2020 - Syria 
Syria: one child dies each day during conflict escalations in Idlib 
 
8 January 2020 - Australia 
Australian bushfires: Children’s mental health needs to be a key part of response and 
recovery 
 

https://www.nrc.no/news/2020/january/g5-sahel-summit/
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SOS-Kinderdorf International  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/news 
Haiti – January 10 2020  
Trafficked after the Haiti earthquake – A child’s story 
   Ludginie was twelve years old when the Haiti earthquake struck 10 years ago – leaving her city in 
ruins and Haiti’s society in chaos. 
 
 
Tostan  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://www.tostan.org 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Women for Women International  [to 11 Jan 2020]  
https://www.womenforwomen.org/ 
January 10, 2020  
In the middle of U.S.-Iran conflict, biggest threats to women in Iraq go forgotten  
   Iran’s recent, retaliatory missile strikes hit near a U.S. air base by Erbil, where Women for Women 
International’s Iraq program is headquartered. Another missile reportedly fell near a camp 
by Dohuk, another community where we serve women. 
 
 
World Vision  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://wvi.org/ 
Newsroom  
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
Electronic Frontiers Foundation 
https://www.eff.org/updates?type=press_release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Freedom House [to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://freedomhouse.org/news 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Human Rights Watch  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://www.hrw.org/ 
Featured Commentary, Announcements, Statements 
January 10, 2020  
Brazil's Empty Gestures to Women 
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   Brazil's Family, Women and Human Rights Minister Damares Alves called a news conference on 
November 25, the International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women. She remained 
silent for 30 long seconds in front of television cameras and left.  
 
Americas 
January 10, 2020   Dispatches 
‘Gay Jesus’ Netflix Parody Sparks Censorship Battle in Brazil 
Cristian González Cabrera  
Researcher, Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Rights Program  
United States 
 
January 10, 2020 News Release 
US: ‘Unalienable Rights’ Commission Risks Rights Protections  
Europe/Central Asia 
 
January 9, 2020 Report 
Russia: Escalating Persecution of Jehovah’s Witnesses 
 
 
Transparency International  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
::::: 
 
ChildFund Alliance  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://childfundalliance.org/ 
News/ Statements 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
CONCORD  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://concordeurope.org/  
Latest News and Events 
Website not responding at inquiry. 
 
 
The Elders  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://theelders.org/news-media 
Selected Press Releases and Major Announcements 
Opinion 
2020 must be a year of multilateral action on nuclear arms, climate and gender 
10 Jan 2020 
   Reflecting on the challenges we face as the world enters a new decade, Mary Robinson highlights the 
importance of multilateralism and collective solidarity 
 
Speech 
Multilateral solutions are vital to tackling the global challenges we face 
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09 Jan 2020 
   As the United Nations marks the start of its 75th year, Mary Robinson addresses the Security Council 
on multilateralism, nuclear arms control and gender equality.  
  
 
Evidence Aid   [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://www.evidenceaid.org/ 
Content 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gavi [to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://www.gavi.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Global Fund  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Hilton Prize Coalition [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/ 
Written on 01/09/2020  
Pushing Against River Blindness and Snail Fever: HPC Fellow, Yasmine Aicha Salle, The 
Task Force for Global Health 
   Yasmine Aicha Salle is a Hilton Prize Coalition Fellow working with The Task Force for Global Health. 
At The Task Force for Global Health, Yasmine enhanced her research skills through processing and 
analyzing dried blood spot and black fly samples in WHO’s ESPEN laboratory. Read on to learn about 
her placement as a Hilton Prize Coalition Fellow. 
 
 
ICVA - International Council of Voluntary Agencies   [to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://icvanetwork.org/ 
Latest resources, events, content 
Upcoming events 
ICVA Annual Conference 2020: Protecting principled humanitarian action: an honest 
conversations on risk  
March 18, 2020 - 8:30am to 6:00pm 
Le Centre International de Conférences Genève 
 
 
InterAction  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://www.interaction.org/ 
Latest Updates 
Crises & Countries in Conflict  
InterAction Members Statement on Outcome at the U.N. Security Council 
Jan 10, 2020  
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Humanitarian Coordination  
Reflections on the First-Ever Global Refugee Forum 
Priscilla Yoon  
Jan 8, 2020  
 
:::::: 
 
3ie  International Initiative for Impact Evaluation [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://www.3ieimpact.org/ 
Publications 
How evidence is informing solutions to South Africa’s early grade reading crisis  
Evidence use Brief   3ie   2019  
   In South Africa, 78 per cent of the children in fourth grade struggle to understand the meaning of 
what they read. An evaluation of the Early Grade Reading Study provides evidence that can help 
decision makers respond to this reading crisis. 
 
 
CHS Alliance  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://chsalliance.org/ 
New website no longer posts press releases or announcements. 
 
 
Development Initiatives   [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://devinit.org/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
::::::  
 
Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action 
(ALNAP)     [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://www.alnap.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CERAH – Geneva Centre for Education and Research in Humanitarian Action  [to 11 Jan 
2020] 
https://cerahgeneve.ch/events/news/ 
CERAH News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre 
LATEST PRESS RELEASES 
No new digest content identified. 
 

https://www.interaction.org/blog/reflections-on-the-first-ever-global-refugee-forum/
https://www.interaction.org/blog/reflections-on-the-first-ever-global-refugee-forum/
http://www.3ieimpact.org/
https://www.3ieimpact.org/evidence-hub/publications/evidence-use/how-evidence-informing-solutions-south-africas-early-grade
http://chsalliance.org/
http://devinit.org/news/
http://www.alnap.org/
https://cerahgeneve.ch/events/news/
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre


   

  

 
EHLRA/R2HC   [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Groupe URD   [to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://www.urd.org/en/ 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Humanitarian Studies Association  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://ihsa.info/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
INEE – an international network for education in emergencies   [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://www.ineesite.org/en/news 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP)  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://phap.org/ 
Association news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Sphere  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://spherestandards.org/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Start Network [to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs 
News and Blog 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
Brookings 
http://www.brookings.edu/ 
Accessed 11 Jan 2020 
Latest Research 
Report  

http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/
https://www.urd.org/en/
https://ihsa.info/
http://www.ineesite.org/en/news
https://phap.org/
https://spherestandards.org/news/
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs
http://www.brookings.edu/


   

  

A continental strategy for economic diversification through the AfCFTA and intellectual 
property rights 
Vera Songwe 
Wednesday, January 8, 2020  
 
Report  
The Fourth Industrial Revolution and digitization will transform Africa into a global 
powerhouse 
Njuguna Ndung’u and Landry Signé 
Wednesday, January 8, 2020  
 
Report  
Africa can play a leading role in the fight against climate change 
Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala 
Wednesday, January 8, 2020  
 
Report  
Exploring new sources of large-scale job creation: The potential role of Industries Without 
Smokestacks 
Zaakhir Asmal, Haroon Bhorat, and John Page 
Wednesday, January 8, 2020  
 
Report  
Good and inclusive governance is imperative for Africa’s future 
John Mukum Mbaku 
Wednesday, January 8, 2020  
 
 
Center for Global Development    [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center 
Publications, News and Events 
January 10, 2020 
Creating an Accountability Framework that Serves the Global Fragility Act’s Mission 
In the final days of 2019, Congress passed the Global Fragility Act, an ambitious bill that aims to 
improve how the US government approaches stabilizing conflict-affected states and preventing the 
escalation of violence in other fragile contexts. Here are some ideas to keep it accountable. 
Susannah Campbell , Dan Honig and Sarah Rose  
 
 
CSIS  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://www.csis.org/ 
Selected Reports 
Report 
Perspectives on Taiwan: Insights from the 2019 Taiwan-U.S. Policy Program 
January 9, 2020 | Bonnie S. Glaser, Matthew P. Funaiole The papers in this compendium were written 
by the nine members of the 2019 TUPP delegation. Each participant was asked to reflect on their in-
country experience and produce a short article analyzing a policy issue related to Taiwan.  
 

https://www.brookings.edu/research/a-continental-strategy-for-economic-diversification-through-the-afcfta-and-intellectual-property-rights/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/a-continental-strategy-for-economic-diversification-through-the-afcfta-and-intellectual-property-rights/
https://www.brookings.edu/experts/vera-songwe/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/the-fourth-industrial-revolution-and-digitization-will-transform-africa-into-a-global-powerhouse/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/the-fourth-industrial-revolution-and-digitization-will-transform-africa-into-a-global-powerhouse/
https://www.brookings.edu/author/njuguna-ndungu/
https://www.brookings.edu/experts/landry-signe/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/africa-can-play-a-leading-role-in-the-fight-against-climate-change/
https://www.brookings.edu/author/ngozi-okonjo-iweala/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/exploring-new-sources-of-large-scale-job-creation-the-potential-role-of-industries-without-smokestacks/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/exploring-new-sources-of-large-scale-job-creation-the-potential-role-of-industries-without-smokestacks/
https://www.brookings.edu/author/zaakhir-asmal/
https://www.brookings.edu/experts/haroon-bhorat/
https://www.brookings.edu/experts/john-page/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/good-and-inclusive-governance-is-imperative-for-africas-future/
https://www.brookings.edu/experts/john-mukum-mbaku/
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/creating-accountability-framework-serves-global-fragility-acts-mission
https://www.american.edu/sis/faculty/scampbel.cfm
https://www.cgdev.org/expert/dan-honig
https://www.cgdev.org/expert/sarah-rose
https://www.csis.org/
https://www.csis.org/analysis/perspectives-taiwan-insights-2019-taiwan-us-policy-program
https://www.csis.org/people/bonnie-s-glaser
https://www.csis.org/people/matthew-p-funaiole


   

  

Report 
Staying in the Gulf: The Changing Cost and Strategic Advantages 
January 8, 2020 | Anthony H. Cordesman The CSIS Burke Chair outlines the changing costs and 
strategic advantages of U.S. presence in the Gulf.  
 
Report 
Containing Tehran: Understanding Iran’s Power and Exploiting Its Vulnerabilities 
January 6, 2020 | Seth G. Jones In this report, CSIS’s Seth G. Jones analyzes Iran’s irregular, 
conventional, economic, and soft power—as well as its domestic stability—to lay out a containment 
strategy aimed at curbing Iranian expansion and encouraging its political liberalization.  
 
 
ODI   [to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://www.odi.org/  
Selected Press Releases & Reports 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
RoRI [Research on Research Institute]  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://researchonresearch.org/ 
We're an open and independent new initiative providing data, analysis and intelligence on how to make 
research systems more strategic, open, diverse and inclusive. 
News and Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
  
Urban Institute   [to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://www.urban.org/publications 
Publications 
Opportunity Zone Community Impact Assessment Tool User Guide  
The Opportunity Zone Community Impact Assessment Tool User Guide is meant to accompany the use 
of the Assessment Tool which can be found here. The User Guide describes why the Assessment Tool 
was created, how and by whom it can be used, the principles around which the Tool was developed, 
and how to interpret and apply the results of the assessment. The User Guide also provides the 
methodology behind the Tool’s development and  
Solomon Greene, Brett Theodos, Kathryn Reynolds, Brady Meixell, Martha Fedorowicz 
January 9, 2020  
Technical Paper 
  
When Student Loans Linger  
Conversations about the burden of student loan debt have become increasingly common. But for some 
Americans, the issue is not new. More than 1.5 million borrowers who first took out loans before 2000 
still have debt. Borrowers with debt from the mid-1990s or earlier tend to have higher default rates, 
have lower credit scores, and live in lower-income neighborhoods than more recent student loan 
borrowers.   Reason Loans  
Kristin Blagg 
January 8, 2020  
Brief 

https://www.csis.org/analysis/staying-gulf-changing-cost-and-strategic-advantages
https://www.csis.org/people/anthony-h-cordesman
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http://researchonresearch.org/
https://www.urban.org/publications
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/opportunity-zone-community-impact-assessment-tool-user-guide
https://www.urban.org/author/solomon-greene
https://www.urban.org/author/brett-theodos
https://www.urban.org/author/kathryn-reynolds
https://www.urban.org/author/brady-meixell
https://www.urban.org/author/martha-fedorowicz
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The Impacts of US Military Service on Homeownership and Income  
This report explores how serving in the US military or the presence of a large military institution can 
ease racial and ethnic disparities in homeownership and income. We find that veterans have higher 
homeownership rates and incomes than the general population, even within racial or ethnic and age 
groups. Active-duty service members generally have lower homeownership rates but higher incomes. 
Using a regression analysis, we  
Sarah Strochak, Jung Hyun Choi, Laurie Goodman 
January 8, 2020  
Research Report 
  
 
The Wistar Institute   [to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://www.wistar.org/news/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Economic Forum    [to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/ 
Media 
Urban Deliveries Expected to Add 11 Minutes to Daily Commute and Increase Carbon 
Emissions by 30% until 2030 without Effective Intervention  
News 10 Jan 2020  
 
Sustainability at Scale: 18 New Factories of the Future Drive Impact in the Fourth 
Industrial Revolution  
News 10 Jan 2020  
 
New Narratives Lab Promotes Next Generation of Cultural Leaders to Advance Change  
News 09 Jan 2020  
 
New Report Proposes Global DNA Synthesis Screening System to Counter Biotech Terror  
News 08 Jan 2020  
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 

 
*                      *                       *                        * 
 
 

:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will primarily monitor press/media releases announcing key initiatives and new research from a 
growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, humanitarian 
response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended to be exhaustive, but 
indicative.  
 
 

Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/ 
News  

https://www.urban.org/research/publication/impacts-us-military-service-homeownership-and-income
https://www.urban.org/author/sarah-strochak
https://www.urban.org/author/jung-hyun-choi
https://www.urban.org/author/laurie-goodman
https://www.wistar.org/news/press-releases
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/
https://www.weforum.org/press/2020/01/urban-deliveries-expected-to-add-11-minutes-to-daily-commute-and-increase-carbon-emissions-by-30-until-2030-without-effective-intervention-e3141b32fa
https://www.weforum.org/press/2020/01/urban-deliveries-expected-to-add-11-minutes-to-daily-commute-and-increase-carbon-emissions-by-30-until-2030-without-effective-intervention-e3141b32fa
https://www.weforum.org/press/2020/01/sustainability-at-scale-18-new-factories-of-the-future-drive-impact-in-the-fourth-industrial-revolution
https://www.weforum.org/press/2020/01/sustainability-at-scale-18-new-factories-of-the-future-drive-impact-in-the-fourth-industrial-revolution
https://www.weforum.org/press/2020/01/new-narratives-lab-promotes-next-generation-of-cultural-leaders-to-advance-change
https://www.weforum.org/press/2020/01/new-report-proposes-global-screening-system-to-counter-biotech-terror
https://alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/


   

  

No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Blue Meridian Partners [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/ 
Blue Meridian Partners is a new capital aggregation collaboration that plans to invest at least $1 billion 
in high-performance nonprofits that are poised to have truly national impact for economically 
disadvantaged children and youth.  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Annie E. Casey Foundation   [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clinton Foundation  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Co Impact   [to 11 Jan 2020] 
www.co-impact.io 
Co-Impact is a global philanthropic collaborative for systems change focused on improving the lives of 
millions of people around the world. 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Ford Foundation  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://www.fordfoundation.org/ 
Equals Change Blog   9 January 2020  
One man’s mission for true justice  
By Tanya Coke  
 
 
J. Paul Getty Trust  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://news.getty.edu/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press 

http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/
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No new digest content identified. 
 
 

Grameen Foundation    [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://www.grameenfoundation.org/news-events/press-room 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/  
Latest Updates  
Vanessa Tucker joins Hewlett Foundation’s Madison Initiative as program officer on U.S. 
democracy   
Madison Initiative January 10, 2020  
   MENLO PARK, Calif. – Vanessa Tucker will be joining the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation as a 
program officer with the foundation’s Madison Initiative, which focuses on U.S. democracy.  
 
 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
Our News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IKEA Foundation    [to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/ 
Climate Action 
Investing in clean air can protect our health and the planet 
January 7, 2020 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news 
Dec 10 2019   Research 
How to “Read” the Brain Signals Underlying Human Speech 
Summary 
Scientists have discovered that a brain region that controls hand and arm movement also offers a 
window into studying speech. The work brings researchers a step closer to building medical devices 
that help people who cannot speak. 
 
 
Kaiser Family Foundation  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://www.kff.org/search/?post_type=press-release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Kellogg Foundation  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media 
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https://hewlett.org/newsroom/vanessa-tucker-joins-hewlett-foundations-madison-initiative-as-program-officer-on-u-s-democracy/
https://hewlett.org/newsroom/vanessa-tucker-joins-hewlett-foundations-madison-initiative-as-program-officer-on-u-s-democracy/
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news
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Selected Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Aga Khan Foundation   [to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
MacArthur Foundation  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://www.macfound.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation   [to 11 Jan 2020] 

https://mellon.org/ 
Mellon News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation [to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://www.moore.org/ 
News 
Emergent Phenomena in Quantum Systems Initiative launches major grant portfolios to 
kick off its second phase 
January 7, 2020  

   The Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation has awarded grants to thirteen materials synthesis experts 

at ten institutions, as part of the Moore Materials Synthesis Investigators of our Emerging Phenomena 
in Quantum Systems (EPiQS) Initiative. Each of the investigators will receive a five-year research grant 
in the amount of $1.7 million. These awards will enable investigators to dedicate substantial effort to 
discovery-driven research, such as investigative synthesis of new classes of quantum materials and 
development of new synthesis techniques. The investigators will have the freedom to pursue highly 
uncertain research directions, which is often difficult to do through traditional funding sources. 
 
 
Open Society Foundations  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/newsroom 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://www.packard.org/news/ 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Pew Charitable Trusts  [to 11 Jan 2020] 

https://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation
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https://www.moore.org/
https://www.moore.org/article-detail?newsUrlName=emergent-phenomena-in-quantum-systems-initiative-launches-major-grant-portfolios-to-kick-off-its-second-phase
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http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room 
Press Releases & Statements 
Website under site maintenance at inquiry 
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/ 
The Latest 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/  
Latest News and Highlights 
Survey Shows Starkly Different Life Experiences for Lower- and Middle-Income Adults 
Compared to the Top One Percent  
January 9, 2020  
   Nearly half of middle-income adults, a majority of lower-income adults’ families have trouble paying 
for medical bills and prescriptions; lower-income adults’ families struggle to pay for food. 
 
 
Science Philanthropy Alliance   [to 11 Jan 2020] 
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/ 
“…a group of organizations working together to increase philanthropic support for basic scientific 
research on a global basis…” 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SDG Philanthropy Platform 
http://sdgfunders.org/ 
SDG Philanthropy Platform is a collaboration between philanthropy and the greater international 
development community led by Foundation Center, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
and Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, and supported by the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, Ford 
Foundation and the MasterCard Foundation, the Brach Family Foundation, and other key organizations 
such as Asociación de Fundaciones Empresariales (AFE) in Colombia, Brach Family Charitable 
Foundation, CAF America, Council on Foundations, East Africa Association of Grantmakers (EAAG), 
European Foundation Centre, Filantropi Indonesia (FI), GlobalGiving, The Humanitarian Forum, World 
Congress of Muslim Philanthropists, and Worldwide Initiatives for Grantmaker Support (WINGS). 
Selected Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://sloan.org/about/press  
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 11 Jan 2020] 

http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/
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https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
News | 9 January 2020  
Katie Anastasi-Frankovics is Wellcome's new Director of Innovations  
   We are making two new appointments to Wellcome’s Executive Leadership Team (ELT) – Katie 
Anastasi-Frankovics is becoming Director of Innovations and Karen Chadwick is now Finance Director. 
 

:::::: 
 
Candid [formerly Foundation Center and GuideStar]  [to 11 Jan 2020 
https://candid.org/about/press-room?fcref=pg 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Council on Foundations  [to 11 Jan 2020] 
https://www.cof.org/newsroom 
Monday, January 6, 2020 
Council on Foundations Names Three Philanthropic Leaders to its Board of Directors 
   The Council on Foundations today announced the appointment of three philanthropic leaders to its 
Board of Directors – Brennan Gould, Mae Hong and Peter Laugharn. 

 
 
*                       *                       *                        * 
 
 

:: Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in human 
rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be exhaustive. We will 
add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon recommendation from 
readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content but note that successful access 
to some of the articles and other content may require subscription or other access arrangement unique 
to the publisher. Please suggest additional journals you feel warrant coverage. 
 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
January 2020 Volume 48, Issue 1, p1-122  
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
January 2020 Volume 58, Issue 1, p1-164  
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
January 2020  110(1) 
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
Volume 101, Issue 6, 2019  
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/14761645/101/6 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
7 January 2020 Vol: 172, Issue 1  
http://annals.org/aim/issue 
Editorials  
Effectiveness and Cost-Effectiveness of Human Papillomavirus Vaccination Through Age 45 
Years in the United States  
Jean-François Laprise, PhD; Harrell W. Chesson, PhD; Lauri E. Markowitz, MD; Mélanie Drolet, PhD; 
Dave Martin, PhD; Élodie Bénard, MSc; Marc Brisson, PhD 
Results of Base-Case Analysis: 
The model predicts that the current U.S. HPV vaccination program will reduce the number of diagnoses 
of anogenital warts and cervical intraepithelial neoplasia of grade 2 or 3 and cases of cervical cancer 
and noncervical HPV-associated cancer by 82%, 80%, 59%, and 39%, respectively, over 100 years 
and is cost saving (vs. no vaccination). In contrast, extending vaccination to women and men aged 45 
years is predicted to reduce these outcomes by an additional 0.4, 0.4, 0.2, and 0.2 percentage points, 
respectively. Vaccinating women and men up to age 30, 40, and 45 years is predicted to cost 
$830,000, $1,843,000, and $1,471,000, respectively, per quality-adjusted life-year gained (vs. current 
vaccination). 
 
 
Antiquity – A Review of World Archeology 
Latest Issue: Issue 372 - December 2019 
https://antiquity.ac.uk/latest 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed 11 Jan 2020) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Global Health 
January 2020 - Volume 5 - 1 
https://gh.bmj.com/content/5/1 
Research 
Associations of women’s empowerment with neonatal, infant and under-5 mortality in 
low- and /middle-income countries: meta-analysis of individual participant data from 59 
countries 
(9 January, 2020)  
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Child survival and women’s empowerment are global public health concerns and important sustainable 
development goals (SDGs). Low- and middle-income countries (LMICs) have the largest burden of both 
phenomena. The aim of this study is to investigate a measure of women’s empowerment at individual 
and population levels and its potential associations with neonatal, infant and under-5 mortality at 
national and regional levels in 59 LMICs. 
David T Doku, Zulfiqar A Bhutta, Subas Neupane 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 11 Jan 2020) 
Barriers and facilitators to healthcare access for children with disabilities in low and 
middle income sub-Saharan African countries: a scoping review  
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Diana Abou Abbas highlight opportunities for more concrete action on sexual and reproductive health 
in emergencies. 
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even during a humanitarian response, when services and counselling are delivered in an appropriate 
and responsive way. Drawing on experience in Bangladesh, Tamara Fetters and colleagues challenge 
the belief that abortion is a non-essential service, or too complicated for humanitarian actors to 
provide. Darcy Ataman, Shannon Johnson, Justin Cikuru and Jaime Cundy reflect on an innovative 
programme using music therapy to help survivors of trauma. 
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is helping women and girls take on leadership and decision-making roles in Somalia. Fiona Samuels and 
Taveeshi Gupta explore patterns of suicide among young people in Vietnam, with a particular focus on 
girls, and Subhashni Raj, Brigitte Laboukly and Shantony Moli illustrate the importance of a gendered 
approach to community-based disaster risk reduction in the South-West Pacific. Nicola Jones, Workneh 
Yadete and Kate Pincock draw on research in Ethiopia to explore the gender- and age-specific 
vulnerabilities of adolescents. The edition ends with an article by Julie Rialet-Cislaghi on how 
humanitarian responses can better address child marriage. 
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Aula Abbara, Mohamed Almalla, Ibrahim AlMasri, Hussam AlKabbani, Nabil Karah, Wael El-Amin, Latha 
Rajan, Ibrahim Rahhal, Mohammad Alabbas, Zaher Sahloul, Ahmad Tarakji, Annie Sparrow 
p53–59 
Published online: October 19, 2019 
Abstract 
Objectives 
Syria’s protracted conflict has resulted in ideal conditions for the transmission of tuberculosis (TB) and 
the cultivation of drug-resistant strains. This paper compares TB control in Syria before and after the 
conflict using available data, examines the barriers posed by protracted conflict and those specific to 
Syria, and discusses what measures can be taken to address the control of TB in Syria. 
Results 
Forced mass displacement and systematic violations of humanitarian law have resulted in overcrowding 
and the destruction of key infrastructure, leading to an increased risk of both drug-sensitive and 
resistant TB, while restricting the ability to diagnose, trace contacts, treat, and follow-up. Pre-conflict, 
TB in Syria was officially reported at 22 per 100 000 population; the official figure for 2017 of 19 per 
100 000 is likely a vast underestimate given the challenges and barriers to case detection. Limited 
diagnostics also affect the diagnosis of multidrug- and rifampicin-resistant TB, reported as comprising 
8.8% of new diagnoses in 2017. 
Conclusions 
The control of TB in Syria requires a multipronged, tailored, and pragmatic approach to improve timely 
diagnosis, increase detection, stop transmission, and mitigate the risk of drug resistance. Solutions 
must also consider vulnerable populations such as imprisoned and besieged communities where the 
risk of drug resistance is particularly high, and must recognize the limitations of national programming. 
Strengthening capacity to control TB in Syria with particular attention to these factors will positively 
impact other parallel conditions; this is key as attention turns to post-conflict reconstruction. 
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JAMA. 2020;323(1):21-22. doi:10.1001/jama.2019.18061  
   This Viewpoint emphasizes the value of randomized evaluation of policies and programs designed to 
improve health behaviors, health outcomes, and health care delivery, and articulates preconditions that 
appear to be essential for the practice to become more of a standard in policy implementation  
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JAMA Pediatr. 2020;174(1):22-28. doi:10.1001/jamapediatrics.2019.4241  
   This difference-in-differences analysis examines whether expanding public health insurance in some 
states to non–US-born children and pregnant women who are lawful permanent residents during their 
first 5 years of residency in the United States is associated with increased interstate migration among 
these groups. 
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Published in issue: December 2019 
Abstract 
In the 25 years since the 1994 International Conference on Population and Development, significant 
progress has been made in adolescent sexual and reproductive health and rights (ASRHR). Trend 
analysis of key ASRHR indicators at global, national, and subnational levels indicates that adolescent 
girls today are more likely to marry later, delay their first sexual experience, and delay their first 
childbirth, compared with 25 years ago; they are also more likely to use contraceptives. Despite overall 
progress, however, unequal progress in many ASRHR outcomes is evident both within and between 
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countries, and in some locations, the state of adolescents' lives has worsened. Population growth in 
countries with some of the worst shortfalls in ASRHR mean that declining rates, of child marriage, for 
example, coexist with higher absolute numbers of girls affected, compared with 25 years ago. 
Emerging trends that warrant closer attention include increasing rates of ovarian and breast cancer 
among adolescent girls and sharp increases in the proportion of adolescents who are overweight or 
obese, which has long-term health implications.  
 
The Political, Research, Programmatic, and Social Responses to Adolescent Sexual and 
Reproductive Health and Rights in the 25 Years Since the International Conference on 
Population and Development 
Venkatraman Chandra-Mouli, B. Jane Ferguson, Marina Plesons, Mandira Paul, Satvika Chalasani, Avni 
Amin, Christina Pallitto, Marni Sommers, Ruben Avila, Kalisito Va Eceéce Biaukula, Scheherazade 
Husain, Eglé Janušonytė, Aditi Mukherji, Ali Ihsan Nergiz, Gogontlejang Phaladi, Chelsey Porter, 
Josephine Sauvarin, Alma Virginia Camacho-Huber, Sunil Mehra, Sonja Caffe, Kristien Michielsen, David 
Anthony Ross, Ilya Zhukov, Linda Gail Bekker, Connie L. Celum, Robyn Dayton, Annabel Erulkar, Ellen 
Travers, Joar Svanemyr, Nankali Maksud, Lina Digolo-Nyagah, Nafissatou J. Diop, Pema Lhaki, Kamal 
Adhikari, Teresa Mahon, Maja Manzenski Hansen, Meghan Greeley, Joanna Herat, Danielle Marie Claire 
Engel 
S16–S40 
Published in issue: December 2019 
Abstract 
Among the ground-breaking achievements of the International Conference on Population and 
Development (ICPD) was its call to place adolescent sexual and reproductive health (ASRH) on global 
health and development agendas. This article reviews progress made in low- and middle-income 
countries in the 25 years since the ICPD in six areas central to ASRH—adolescent pregnancy, HIV, child 
marriage, violence against women and girls, female genital mutilation, and menstrual hygiene and 
health. It also examines the ICPD's contribution to the progress made. The article presents 
epidemiologic levels and trends; political, research, programmatic and social responses; and factors 
that helped or hindered progress. To do so, it draws on research evidence and programmatic 
experience and the expertise and experiences of a wide number of individuals, including youth leaders, 
in numerous countries and organizations. Overall, looking across the six health topics over a 25-year 
trajectory, there has been great progress at the global and regional levels in putting adolescent health, 
and especially adolescent sexual and reproductive health and rights, higher on the agenda, raising 
investment in this area, building the epidemiologic and evidence-base, and setting norms to guide 
investment and action. At the national level, too, there has been progress in formulating laws and 
policies, developing strategies and programs and executing them, and engaging communities and 
societies in moving the agenda forward. Still, progress has been uneven across issues and geography. 
Furthermore, it has raced ahead sometimes and has stalled at others. The ICPD's Plan of Action 
contributed to the progress made in ASRH not just because of its bold call in 1994 but also because it 
provided a springboard for advocacy, investment, action, and research that remains important to this 
day. 
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Marina Plesons, Claire B. Cole, Gwyn Hainsworth, Ruben Avila, Kalisito Va Eceéce Biaukula, 
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S51–S62 
Abstract 
The 1994 International Conference on Population and Development established a basis for the 
advancement of adolescent sexual and reproductive health and rights (ASRHR) that endures today. 
Twenty-five years later, our vision for the future warrants reflection based on a clear understanding of 
the opportunities and challenges before us. Inclusion of adolescents on global, regional, and national 
agendas; increased investment in ASRHR policies and programs; renewed commitments to universal 
health coverage; increased school enrollment; and advances in technology are all critical opportunities 
we can and must leverage to catalyze progress for adolescents. At the same time, a range of 
significant challenges remain, have newly emerged, or can be seen on the horizon, including persistent 
denial of adolescent sexuality; entrenched gender inequality; resistance to meaningfully engaging 
adolescents and young people in political and programmatic processes; weak systems, integration, and 
multisectoral coordination; changes in population dynamics; humanitarian and climate crises; and 
changes in family and community structures. To achieve as much progress toward our vision for 
ASRHR as possible, the global ASRHR community must take strategic and specific steps in the next 
10 years within five areas for action: (1) mobilize and make full use of political and social support for 
ASRHR policies and programs; (2) increase and make effective use of external and domestic funding 
for ASRHR; (3) develop, communicate, apply, and monitor enabling and protective laws and policies for 
ASRHR; (4) use and improve available ASRHR data and evidence to strengthen advocacy, policies, and 
programs; and (5) manage the implementation of ASRHR strategies at scale with quality and equity. 
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Editorial 
Join the Lancet 2020 Campaign on child and adolescent health 
The Lancet 
We started science-based advocacy with our first ever global health Series on child mortality in 2003. 
The 2003 Series pointed out that of the 10 million annual deaths of children younger than 5 years 
worldwide, two-thirds were preventable. The recommendations then were to reinvigorate the child 
survival revolution of the 1980s by ensuring equity in access to health care and preventive 
interventions; creating clear leadership for child survival; strengthening health systems; and providing 
adequate and targeted human and financial resources for child health. However, now in 2020, we see 
an urgent need to make child and adolescent health and wellbeing the focus of a special campaign 
across our journals as progress made is stalling or reversing and new political and environmental 
realities are emerging. 
 
Much positive change has happened in the past 17 years in child and adolescent health, which might 
be seen as a beacon in achievements in global health overall. Under-5 mortality has more than halved 
since 1990, to about 5·3 million deaths in 2018. Maternal health and early child development have 
been recognised as important foundations for lifelong health and wellbeing. The adolescent years have 
been discovered as a time of unique opportunity to extend the gains made in early childhood and in 
some cases to provide a second chance to foster and strengthen health and wellbeing, with far-
reaching consequences into adulthood and the next generation. Adolescents and young people have 
taken the initiative, joined global health discussions, and, in the past year in particular, have been vocal 
advocates for actions to address climate change and environmental degradation, and to protect 
planetary health. 
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The Millennium Development Goals agenda that concluded in 2015 provided clear targets and achieved 
measurable—albeit uneven—progress. The then UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon's focus on the 
Every Woman Every Child Global Strategy for Women's, Children's, and Adolescents' Health, launched 
in 2015, was a welcome focus on the groups that arguably matter most for the subsequently agreed 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). But now, at the start of the fifth year into the SDGs, there is 
cause for concern. The UN's leadership's focus has moved away from health. WHO's prioritisation of 
universal health coverage has weakened the attention given to maternal, child, newborn, and 
adolescent health. 
In addition, the economic, political, commercial, and environmental determinants—so essential for child 
and adolescent health—have changed dramatically. A child growing up today faces an unprecedented 
threat to health and livelihood, let alone wellbeing, because of a climate emergency. Migration, 
increasing conflicts, political agendas moving away from provision of social safety nets and poverty 
reduction even in high-income countries, the continued commercial exploitation of children and young 
people leading to unhealthy diets, and exposure to alcohol and tobacco products mean that children 
and adolescents in 2020 need special attention if we are serious about a sustainable and healthy future 
for all. 
 
With this editorial we start our Lancet 2020 Campaign on child and adolescent health. Throughout the 
year there will be milestone publications and events. In February, a new WHO–UNICEF Lancet 
Commission will put children firmly at the centre of the SDGs in the hope to kick-start a new global 
movement. Global Burden of Disease papers will provide new data to monitor progress. A Commission 
on Women, Children, and Adolescent Health in China will place a spotlight on a country where many 
children and adolescents live and a rapid transition of determinants of health and the health-care 
system is happening. A Series on physical activity will include new findings and recommendations for 
adolescents and further Series will aim to unify the fields of maternal, neonatal, child, and adolescent 
health around the goal of a lifelong attention to health and equity achieved through intersectoral 
collaboration. At the Tokyo Global Nutrition Summit, we aim to launch a Series on adolescent nutrition. 
Our specialty journals have plans to publish Commissions on institutionalised children, paediatric cancer 
care, youth mental health services, and pain control in children. 
 
A special communications strategy will be developed to support the campaign and facilitate 
partnerships with as many other communities as possible. We aim to engage and galvanise political 
leaders, policy makers, civil society and non-governmental organisations, researchers and clinicians, 
funders and responsible commercial organisations, and children and young people themselves. Please 
join us to make a difference with our 2020 Campaign. 
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Double-duty actions: seizing programme and policy opportunities to address malnutrition 
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Corinna Hawkes, Marie T Ruel, Leah Salm, Bryony Sinclair, Francesco Branca 
Summary 
Actions to address different forms of malnutrition are typically managed by separate communities, 
policies, programmes, governance structures, and funding streams. By contrast, double-duty actions, 
which aim to simultaneously tackle both undernutrition and problems of overweight, obesity, and diet-
related non-communicable diseases (DR-NCDs) have been proposed as a way to effectively address 
malnutrition in all its forms in a more holisitic way. This Series paper identifies ten double-duty actions 
that have strong potential to reduce the risk of both undernutrition, obesity, and DR-NCDs. It does so 
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by summarising evidence on common drivers of different forms of malnutrition; documenting examples 
of unintended harm caused by some undernutrition-focused programmes on obesity and DR-NCDs; and 
highlighting examples of double-duty actions to tackle multiple forms of malnutrition. We find that 
undernutrition, obesity, and DR-NCDs are intrinsically linked through early-life nutrition, diet diversity, 
food environments, and socioeconomic factors. Some evidence shows that programmes focused on 
undernutrition have raised risks of poor quality diets, obesity, and DR-NCDs, especially in countries 
undergoing a rapid nutrition transition. This Series paper builds on this evidence to develop a 
framework to guide the design of double-duty approaches and strategies, and defines the first steps 
needed to deliver them. With a clear package of double-duty actions now identified, there is an urgent 
need to move forward with double-duty actions to address malnutrition in all its forms. 
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Economic effects of the double burden of malnutrition 
Rachel Nugent, Carol Levin, Jessica Hale, Brian Hutchinson 
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Observations from many countries indicate that multiple forms of malnutrition might coexist in a 
country, a household, and an individual. In this Series, the double burden of malnutrition (DBM) 
encompasses undernutrition in the form of stunting, and overweight and obesity. Health effects of the 
DBM include those associated with both undernutrition, such as impaired childhood development and 
greater susceptibility to infectious diseases, and overweight, especially in terms of increased risk of 
added visceral fat and increased risk of non-communicable diseases. These health effects have not 
been translated into economic costs for individuals and economies in the form of lost wages and 
productivity, as well as higher medical expenses. We summarise the existing approaches to modelling 
the economic effects of malnutrition and point out the weaknesses of these approaches for measuring 
economic losses from the DBM. Where population needs suggest that nutrition interventions take into 
account the DBM, economic evaluation can guide the choice of so-called double-duty interventions as 
an alternative to separate programming for stunting and overweight. We address the evidence gap 
with an economic analysis of the costs and benefits of an illustrative double-duty intervention that 
addresses both stunting and overweight in children aged 4 years and older by providing school meals 
with improved quality of diet. We assess the plausibility of our method and discuss how improved data 
and models can generate better estimates. Double-duty interventions could save money and be more 
efficient than single-duty interventions. 
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mechanisms responsible for many rare and common diseases and to preventative and therapeutic 
strategies for many of these conditions. 
Melina Claussnitzer, Judy H. Cho[…] & Mark I. McCarthy 
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Accounting for Volunteers: Enhancing Organizational Accountability and Legitimacy 
Stuart Tooley, Jill Hooks 
First Published June 10, 2019; pp. 93–112 
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https://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/145/1 
Quality Reports 
Previsit Planning Improves Pneumococcal Vaccination Rates in Childhood-Onset SLE  
Vidya Sivaraman, Kelly A. Wise, William Cotton, Fatima Barbar-Smiley, Ohoud AlAhmed, Darby 
MacDonald, Stephanie Lemle, Cagri Yildirim-Toruner, Stacy P. Ardoin, Monica I. Ardura 
Pediatrics, Jan 2020, 145 (1) e20183141  
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PLoS Medicine 
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Infectious disease pandemic planning and response: Incorporating decision analysis  
Freya M. Shearer, Robert Moss, Jodie McVernon, Joshua V. Ross, James M. McCaw  
Policy Forum | published 09 Jan 2020 PLOS Medicine  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pmed.1003018  
Summary points 
:: Planning is critical to mitigating the sudden and potentially catastrophic impact of an infectious 
disease pandemic on society. National pandemic policy documents cover a wide variety of control 
options, often with nonspecific recommendations for action. 
:: Despite advances in analytical methods for gaining early situational awareness (i.e., of a disease’s 
transmissibility and severity) and for predicting the likely effectiveness of interventions, a major gap 
exists globally in terms of integrating these outputs with the advice contained in policy documents. 
:: Decision models (and decision science as a field, more broadly) provide an approach to defining and 
evaluating alternative policy options under complex and changing conditions. 
:: A decision model for infectious disease pandemics is an appropriate method for integrating evidence 
from situational and intervention analysis tools, along with the information in policy documents, to 
provide robust advice on possible response options (including uncertainty). 
:: A decision model for pandemic response cannot capture all of the social, political, and ethical 
considerations that impact decision-making. Such a model should therefore be embedded in a decision 
support system that emphasizes this broader context. 
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Simon Schäfermann, Richard Neci, Edward Ngah Ndze, Fidelis Nyaah, Valentin Basolanduma Pondo, 
Lutz Heide  
Research Article | published 07 Jan 2020 PLOS ONE  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0227515  
 
The role of refugee and migrant migration status on medication adherence: Mediation 
through illness perceptions  
Wejdan Shahin, Gerard A. Kennedy, Wendell Cockshaw, Ieva Stupans  
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PNAS first published January 6, 2020. https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1910704117  
 
Adolescents’ perceptions of family social status correlate with health and life chances: A 
twin difference longitudinal cohort study  
Joshua Rivenbark, Louise Arseneault, Avshalom Caspi, Andrea Danese, Helen L. Fisher, Terrie E. 
Moffitt, Line J. H. Rasmussen, Michael A. Russell, and Candice L. Odgers 
PNAS first published January 6, 2020. https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1820845116  
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Latest articles 
6 Jan 2020 
Comparative analysis of policies regulating clinical trials 
Original research | Portuguese |  
  The present article compares clinical trial regulations in Brazil, India, Canada, and the European Union 
with the aim of providing evidence for an evaluation of the Brazilian regulatory policy. For that, a 
document analysis approach was used, in four steps: preliminary exploratory analysis; descriptive 
study; categorization of information; contrasting contents. Noteworthy differences between the 
Brazilian regulatory framework as compared to the other regions studied include the existence of 
several laws and regulations in Brazil vs. a single rule in the other countries; the absence of 
requirements regarding drug traceability and collection and disposal of unused drugs if a study is 
interrupted or cancelled; and a higher time of 180 days for approval of clinical trials (vs. 30 days in the 
European Union or Canada, for example). This suggests opportunities for improvement and update of 
the Brazilian regulations vis-à-vis the international scenario. 
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Policy Forum 
Waiting for data: Barriers to executing data use agreements 
By Michelle M. Mello, George Triantis, Robyn Stanton, Erik Blumenkranz, David M. Studdert 
Science10 Jan 2020 : 150-152 Full Access 
Delays stem from institutional factors and negotiating challenges, some of which appear amenable to 
reform 
Summary 
Many academic researchers who use preexisting data to conduct research describe a common 
experience: waiting for university officials to finalize and sign contracts necessary to transfer the data. 
These data use agreements (DUAs) detail the terms under which data will be disclosed, transferred, 
stored, and used, specifying rights and obligations for both the data supplier and the recipient (1). 
Faculty members often struggle to understand why DUAs for transfers of seemingly low-risk data take 
so long to conclude. To understand reasons for delays and explore what might be done to streamline 
the process, we interviewed a sample of university officials responsible for negotiating DUAs. This first 
empirical investigation of the DUA process found that procedural inefficiencies, incomplete information, 
data suppliers' lack of incentives and familiarity with academic practices, and faculty unresponsiveness 
may be more important contributors to delays than the lawyers being at loggerheads over their 
respective positions. Although researchers may view DUAs as another symptom that research has 
become “overlawyered,” our study suggests that they may underappreciate the importance of these 
contracts and the complexity of negotiating them. 
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Stanford Social Innovation Review 
Fall 2019   Volume 17, Number 4  
https://ssir.org/issue/fall_2019# 
   Nonprofit organizations seeking to raise money often assume certain things, such as that women 
have less capacity to give than men. In fact, women now make up half the US workforce and are the 
primary breadwinners in two-thirds of US families. Learn more about this and other misconceptions in 
the cover story in the Fall 2019 issue of Stanford Social Innovation Review, “Eight Myths of US 
Philanthropy.” 
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Mapping the evidence on health equity considerations in economic evaluations of health 
interventions: a scoping review protocol  
Equity in health has become an important policy agenda around the world, prompting health 
economists to advance methods to enable the inclusion of equity in economic evaluations. Among the 
methods that have been proposed to explicitly include equity are the weighting analysis, equity impact 
analysis, and equity trade-off analysis. This is a new development and a comprehensive overview of 
trends and concepts of health equity in economic evaluations is lacking. Thus, our objective is to map 
the current state of the literature with respect to how health equity is considered in economic 
evaluations of health interventions reported in the academic and gray literature. 
Authors: Hafizah Besar Sa’aid, Sharon Mathew, Marina Richardson, Joanna M. Bielecki and Beate 
Sander 
Citation: Systematic Reviews 2020 9:6  
Content type: Protocol 
Published on: 8 January 2020 
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New Technologies: Where To? 
This issue focuses on new technologies and their potential benefits for humanity as well as their 
expanding use in advancing the 2030 Agenda. It explores the promise of our digital age, while posing 
important questions about where these technologies are leading us, and how their misuse could also 
lead to increased inequality and conflict. 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Vulnerable Children and Youth Studies  
An International Interdisciplinary Journal for Research, Policy and Care  
Volume 14, Issue 4, 2019 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rvch20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
World Heritage Review  
World Heritage n°93 - November 2019  

http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/tvaa/current
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1524838017738724
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1524838017738724
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1524838017738724
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1524838017738724
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/tvaa/current
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/tvaa/current
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/tvaa/current
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/tvaa/current
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1524838017742168
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1524838017742168
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1524838017742168
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1524838017742168
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/tvaa/current
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/tvaa/current
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/travel-medicine-and-infectious-disease/vol/32/suppl/C
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13653156/current
https://unchronicle.un.org/
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rvch20/current


   

  

http://whc.unesco.org/en/review/92/ 
Special Issue - The Silk Roads 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
           #                               #                               #                               # 
 
            #                               #                               #                               # 
 
 
The Sentinel is an open access publication, subject to the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License 
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/). Copyright is retained by the ge2p2 global foundation.  

 
            #                               #                               #                               # 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

http://whc.unesco.org/en/review/92/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/

