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:: Week in Review  
A highly selective capture of strategic developments, research, commentary, analysis and 
announcements spanning Human Rights Action, Humanitarian Response, Health, Education, Holistic 
Development, Heritage Stewardship, Sustainable Resilience. Achieving a balance across these broad 
themes is a challenge and we appreciate your observations and ideas in this regard. This is not 
intended to be a "news and events" digest. 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
COP25 :: UN Climate Change Conference - December 2019 
 
UN Climate Statement / 19 Dec, 2019  
Statement by the Executive Secretary of UN Climate Change, Patricia Espinosa, on the 
Outcome of COP25 
Several days have passed since the closing of the UN Climate Change Conference COP25 in Madrid, 
and it is important to conduct an honest and realistic assessment of what happened so that appropriate 
measures can be taken by the international community in guiding the next crucial steps in the 
multilateral climate process next year.  
 
We need to be clear that the conference did not result in agreement on the guidelines for a 
much-needed carbon market – an essential part of the toolkit to raise ambition that can 
harness the potential of the private sector and generate finance for adaptation.  Developed 
countries have yet to fully address the calls from developing countries for enhanced support in finance, 
technology and capacity building, without which they cannot green their economies and build adequate 
resilience to climate change. High-emitting countries did not send a clear enough signal that they are 
ready to improve their climate strategies and ramp up ambition through the Nationally Determined 
Contributions they will submit next year. 
 
At the same time, in the final decision texts, governments did express the need for more ambition by 
Parties and non-State actors alike, and they agreed to improve the ability of the most vulnerable to 
adapt to climate change.  Many decisions that emerged from the conference in Madrid at least 
acknowledge the role of climate finance, essential for concrete action. And decisions were taken in 
areas including technology, oceans and agriculture, gender and capacity building. A large group of 
countries, regions, cities, businesses and investors signaled their intention to achieve net-zero CO2 
emissions by 2050, as part of the Climate Ambition Alliance led by Chile. Also rallying under the Climate 
Ambition Alliance, 114 nations have meanwhile signaled their intention to submit an enhanced climate 
action plan next year. The caveat here is that not enough major economies have signaled that 
they are ready to shift the needle on climate ambition through improved plans. 
 
Commitments from many sectors of society showed an overwhelming agreement on the only way 
forward: that we need to follow what science is telling us, with the sense of urgency and seriousness 
that this requires. What we need now is to focus our undivided attention on the next steps to 
further strengthen the trust in the multilateral process. As we head towards the UN 
Climate Change Conference COP26 in Glasgow, we must be united and work in a true spirit 
of inclusive multilateralism in order to realize the promises of the Paris Agreement and the 

https://unfccc.int/cop25
https://unfccc.int/news/statement-by-the-executive-secretary-of-un-climate-change-patricia-espinosa-on-the-outcome-of-cop25
https://unfccc.int/news/statement-by-the-executive-secretary-of-un-climate-change-patricia-espinosa-on-the-outcome-of-cop25


   

  

UN Framework Convention on Climate Change. I thank the governments of Chile and Spain for 
their enormous efforts to organize COP25, and I thank all observer organizations, including the private 
sector, youth and scientists, for reminding us every day of the need to raise ambition. I look forward to 
working with the governments of Chile, the UK and Italy to achieve the best possible results at COP26 
in Glasgow. Together, with all sectors of the economy and societies at large, we must work tirelessly to 
address the greatest challenge of our generation. 
 
::::::  
 
Global Community Must Not Give Up Tackling Climate Crisis, Secretary-General Says, 
Expressing Disappointment with Results of Twenty-Fifth Conference 
SG/SM/19914-ENV/DEV/2034 
15 December 2019  
The following statement by UN Secretary-General António Guterres was issued today: 
 
I am disappointed with the results of [the twenty-fifth Conference of the Parties (COP25) to the United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCC)]. 
 
The international community lost an important opportunity to show increased ambition on mitigation, 
adaptation and finance to tackle the climate crisis. 
 
We must not give up and I will not give up.  I am more determined than ever to work for 2020 to be 
the year in which all countries commit to do what science tells us is necessary to reach carbon 
neutrality in 2050 and a no more than 1.5°C temperature rise. 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Syria 
 
20 December 2019  
SC/14066 
Security Council Rejects 2 Draft Resolutions Authorizing Cross-Border, Cross-Line 
Humanitarian Access in Syria 
The Security Council today failed to adopt two draft resolutions on extending the authorization for the 
mechanism that allows cross-border delivery of humanitarian aid in Syria today — one tabled by 
Belgium, Germany and Kuwait; the other by the Russian Federation. 
 
The draft proposed by co-sponsors Belgium, Germany and Kuwait was rejected by a vote of 13 in 
favour and 2 against (China, Russian Federation).  By its terms, the Council would have decided to 
renew the mechanism created by resolution 2165 (2014), excluding the border crossing of Al-Ramtha, 
for a further six-month period, to be followed by an additional six months unless the Council decided 
otherwise. 
 
That draft would have demanded that all parties allow safe, unimpeded and sustained access for 
humanitarian convoys, including medical and surgical supplies, to all requested areas and populations, 
according to the United Nations’ assessment of need in all parts of Syria.  It would have called on 
United Nations humanitarian agencies to improve monitoring of the distribution of relief consignments 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sgsm19914.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sgsm19914.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sc14066.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sc14066.doc.htm


   

  

and their delivery inside Syria.  It also would have requested the Secretary-General to conduct an 
independent written review of United Nations humanitarian cross-line and cross-border operations, 
including recommendations on the need to reauthorize use of the Al-Ramtha border crossing. 
 
The draft proposed the Russian Federation was likewise defeated by 5 votes in favour (China, Côte 
d’Ivoire, Equatorial Guinea, Russian Federation, South Africa), to 6 opposed (Dominican Republic, 
France, Peru, Poland, United Kingdom, United States), with 4 abstentions (Belgium, Germany, 
Indonesia, Kuwait). 
 
By its terms, the Council would have decided to renew the decisions in paragraphs 2 and 3 of Security 
Council resolution 2165 (2014), excluding border crossings at Al Yarubiyah and Al-Ramtha until 
10 July 2020.  It would have also called on all United Nations humanitarian agencies and their 
implementing partners to ensure appropriate identification for vehicles delivering assistance through 
cross-border operations authorized by the resolution… 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Rohingya 
 
Myanmar :: Bi‐weekly Situation Report 24 - 5 December 2019 
 HIGHLIGHTS  
:: A total of 1,270,70 doses of oral cholera vaccine (OCV) was approved for the OCV campaign, 
targeting around 635,000 individuals, which will take place from 8 to 14 December in the Rohingya 
camps and 8 to 31 December in the host communities.  
:: Since 5 September 2019, a total of 213 cases of Acute Watery Diarrhea (AWD) have tested positive 
by cholera Rapid Diagnostic Tests (RDTs), or culture.  
:: An assessment undertaken for the operational risks associated with Fecal Sludge management (FSM) 
and water sources has concluded that, urgent actions are required to improve the water safety 
situation in these camps.  
 
SITUATION OVERVIEW  
As per Inter-Sector Coordination Group (ISCG) report of September 2019, there are 914,998 Rohingya 
refugees in Cox’s Bazar. This includes 34,172 refugees from Myanmar who registered before 31st 
August 2017. All refugees, including new arrivals, face compounding vulnerabilities, including in health. 
WHO has been responding to this crisis since September 2017… 
 
:::::: 
 
The Lancet 
Dec 21, 2019  Volume 394  Number 10216  p2201-2284 
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/issue/current 
Editorial 
The Rohingya people: past, present, and future 
The Lancet 
Aung San Suu Kyi's fall from grace is complete. Last week she gave an inhumane defence of Myanmar, 
a nation being tried for genocide, in a hearing at the International Court of Justice. But while events in 

https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/2165%20(2014)
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mmr/en/
http://www.searo.who.int/entity/bangladesh/sitrep24cxbban2019.pdf?ua=1
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/issue/current
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(19)33139-3/fulltext


   

  

The Hague monopolise the world's attention, the appalling situation for the Rohingya refugees in 
Bangladesh is being neglected. 
 
The Rohingya people have long been disenfranchised, including with respect to health, but since a 
mass flight from killing, rape, and arson in 2017, almost 1 million now live in refugee camps in Cox's 
Bazar. Sanitation is poor, food is scarce, and shelters are basic and overcrowded. Humanitarian 
agencies have brought some stability, but the health situation is precarious. 
 
The risk of infectious disease outbreaks is high: measles and diphtheria have already struck. And now a 
huge cholera vaccination campaign, with 635 000 doses, has begun after a series of cases of acute 
watery diarrhoea, some positive for cholera. Sexual abuse and intimate partner violence have been 
widely reported. The trauma of sexual violence and displacement from Myanmar, combined with a lack 
of prospects and unemployment in Bangladesh, is harming mental health, ranging from anxiety to 
depression to suicidal thoughts; 80 000 children are estimated to have severe mental distress. Fewer 
than half of births take place in health facilities. Only 46% of health centres have insulin. Disability 
care, eye care, oral care, and the care of older people are severely lacking. To describe the 
humanitarian situation in Cox's Bazar is to list shortcomings in practically every facet of health. 
 
Efforts at repatriation have failed, naturally, without major change in Myanmar and guarantees of 
safety. The Bangladeshi Government has blocked communications and intends to build a barbed wire 
fence around the area, as tensions with the local population grow. Plans to give the Rohingya a more 
permanent home elsewhere in Bangladesh have been mooted. Meanwhile, a new generation is being 
born in the camps of Cox's Bazar, a generation whose health and prospects are in jeopardy. Their 
future is uncertain. For the present, the very least we can give them is our attention. 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Waves of protests around the world are reminder that voices of children and adolescents 
must be heard and their rights protected 
Statement by UNICEF Executive Director Henrietta Fore 
NEW YORK, 18 December 2019 – “Children and young people from around the world have taken to the 
streets in recent months to demand their rights. 
 
“Although every context is unique, from the Middle East to Latin America to the Caribbean, and in 
Europe, Africa and Asia, young people are calling for action on the climate crisis, for an end to 
corruption and inequality, for better education and employment opportunities – and for a fairer world 
for everyone, everywhere. 
 
“It is therefore a heartbreaking irony that, in standing up for their fundamental rights, many children 
and adolescents are simultaneously having their rights taken away. 
 
“Many of these protests have left young protesters behind bars, injured and at times killed. Schools 
have been shuttered and public services interrupted. 
 
“Children’s rights to peaceful assembly and freedom of expression, including in peaceful protest, are 
enshrined in the Convention on the Rights of the Child, the most widely ratified human rights treaty in 

https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/waves-protests-around-world-are-reminder-voices-children-and-adolescents-must-be
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/waves-protests-around-world-are-reminder-voices-children-and-adolescents-must-be
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/waves-protests-around-world-are-reminder-voices-children-and-adolescents-must-be
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/waves-protests-around-world-are-reminder-voices-children-and-adolescents-must-be


   

  

the world. It is incumbent on Member States to ensure that children can exercise this right in a safe 
and peaceful manner. 
 
“All actors must refrain from violence, and fundamental guarantees for the protection of children must 
remain applicable everywhere, at all times, including where there is civil unrest or armed conflict. 
 
“My plea is to please protect children from violence and respect their right to speak up and be heard. 
Give them opportunities to meaningfully voice their concerns and participate in matters that affect their 
futures. Listen to them and respond in a principled, constructive and supportive way.” 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Refugees – Multilateral Development Banks (MDBs) 
 
Global Refugee Forum – Joint Commitments by the MDB Coordination Platform on 
Economic Migration and Forced Displacement  
On the occasion of the Global Refugee Forum on 17-18 December 2019 in Geneva (Switzerland), we, a 
group of Multilateral Development Banks (MDBs) including the African Development Bank, Asian 
Development Bank, European Bank for Reconstruction and Development, European Investment Bank, 
Inter-American Development Bank, Islamic Development Bank and the World Bank Group, affirm our 
commitment to work in support of the operationalization of the Global Compact on Refugees by the 
UNHCR, United Nations Member States, and other relevant stakeholders.  
 
We acknowledge the Global Compact on Refugees as a key enabler and accelerator towards the 
achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals, and the importance of the protection mandate of 
UNHCR.  
 
We recognize the imperative for MDBs to scale up financing for programs and projects that 
benefit the forcibly displaced and host communities alike.  
 
In line with our different mandates and countries of operation, we wish to highlight MDBs’ ongoing 
support to countries of origin, transit areas, host communities, and refugees and migrants in refugee-
like situations, through targeted financing and policy instruments.  
 
In this context, we work together through a dedicated MDB Coordination Platform on Economic 
Migration and Forced Displacement, which seeks to foster strategic alignment among MDBs, strengthen 
operational coordination and knowledge sharing to leverage our synergies and complementarities.  
 
We also work with strategic partners, including UNHCR, on issues of common interest. This includes 
data monitoring and sharing where possible, as well as across a number of the focus areas identified as 
critical by the 2019 Global Refugee Forum.  
 
On the occasion of the Forum, we take the opportunity to commit to expanding and deepening 
cooperation amongst each other, and with member countries, and relevant specialized organizations, 
notably the UNHCR, as well as civil society and the private sector, to maximize our collective 
development impact.  
 

https://www.afdb.org/sites/default/files/documents/mdb_statement_at_grf_2019_final.pdf
https://www.afdb.org/sites/default/files/documents/mdb_statement_at_grf_2019_final.pdf


   

  

In this context, MDBs reaffirm their commitment to:  
:: Step up their work together and individually through a range of financing and policy instruments in 
accordance with each organization’s investment and financing criteria and requirements.  
 
:: Coordinate with each other and with core stakeholders on key issues on the ground in order to build 
on existing initiatives, better enable shorter lead times, and deliver better outcomes for host 
communities and vulnerable populations.  
 
:: In large-scale and rapidly evolving contexts, provide rapid financing through dedicated 
financial instruments or sources that can help alleviate the strain on public services in host 
countries, and support livelihoods, inclusiveness and resilience for all. Examples of these 
financing instruments and sources include AfDB’s Transition Support Facility, the AsDB’s 
Emergency Assistance Loan Instrument, the EBRD’s Refugee Response Plan, the EIB’s 
Economic Resilience Initiative, IDB’s Grant Facility to support countries with large and 
sudden intraregional migration inflows, IsDB through matching funds mechanisms and 
other channels, the World Bank IDA18 Sub-window for Refugees and Host Communities 
and the World Bank-administered Global Concessional Financing Facility, among others.  
 
:: Promote and support the essential contribution of the private sector – inter alia through MDBs 
playing a facilitating role – in enhancing private sector participation in sustainable skills development 
and employment opportunities, SME and entrepreneurship support, as well as economic and social 
infrastructure and provision of essential services for host communities and target groups, including 
women and youth.  
 
As part of these commitments, MDBs will follow principles of good practice that recognize the specific 
needs of vulnerable populations:  
:: Tailor interventions to the specific country situations and regional dimensions in which MDBs are 
working.  
:: Leverage and adapt existing programming and expertise to enable shorter lead times in deploying 
effective responses.  
:: Align with good international practice, including on refugee protection, when developing 
programming that supports access to essential services and decent employment.  
:: Foster inclusive approaches that benefit both host communities and target groups alike, with 
particular emphasis on interventions that strengthen resilience and social cohesion.  
:: Consider the capacity and capabilities of partners at the regional, national and local level, and, where 
needed, provide targeted technical assistance to boost capacity.  
:: Refine and strengthen incentives for private sector participation, including through risk mitigation, 
blended instruments and political risk insurance.  
:: Measure and share information where possible on the impact of interventions to scale up and 
replicate the most effective programs in other areas of need, while ensuring that further interventions 
remain responsive to the new circumstances.  
:: Continuously review and strengthen MDB staff expertise and capacity to ensure that programming 
appropriately considers the specific needs of host communities and vulnerable populations.  
 
To support the above work, the MDB Coordination Platform on Economic Migration and Forced 
Displacement is working towards establishing streamlined mechanisms to facilitate cross-MDB 
knowledge sharing and operational exchanges including via an online community of practice, a series 
of papers on good practices, and focused workshops.  



   

  

 
We look forward to taking stock of progress and sharing lessons learned at the next gathering of all 
stakeholders devoted to bringing the Global Compact on Refugees to life. 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Development – Inequality 
 
G7 Paris Summit 
Reducing inequalities for sustainable development 
Paris Joint Statement of the French Minister of Labour, the Managing Director of the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF), the Director-General of the International Labour Organization (ILO), and the 
Secretary General of the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD). 
 
Statement | Paris, France | 19 December 2019  
Throughout the world, increased inequalities within countries pose risks to inclusive growth, economic 
stability and social cohesion, both in advanced economies and in developing countries. In the 
absence of strong and effective policy responses to citizens’ call for social justice and 
shared prosperity, high inequalities contribute to the erosion of trust in democratic 
institutions and may ultimately challenge the foundation of our rules-based international 
cooperation system. 
 
At a time of weak growth, the world of work is also undergoing profound and rapid global changes, 
driven by technological innovations, demographic shifts as well as environmental and climate change. 
These are defining global challenges requiring effective and coordinated responses through 
international cooperation and sustained social dialogue, to develop a human-centered approach which 
puts the needs, aspirations and rights of all people at the heart of economic, social and environmental 
policies. 
 
The evidence from the work of our respective organizations has demonstrated that well-managed, 
digital transformations and transitions to environmentally and socially sustainable economies can 
become a strong driver of job creation, job upgrading, social justice and inclusion. Economies must be 
robust and productive to meet the needs of the world’s growing population. Societies must be 
inclusive, providing opportunities for decent work for all and must generate a fairer and more equitable 
distribution of income from work, reducing absolute poverty and inequalities. 
 
Enhanced social spending can be a key policy lever for addressing emerging challenges from 
demographic shifts, technological developments, and climate change. Investment in education, 
health and social protection plays an essential role in generating equal opportunity, 
supporting social and political stability, addressing inequalities of income, protecting 
vulnerable groups and stabilizing economies in the face of shocks. 
 
Adapting, reinforcing and expanding adequate, efficient, and fiscally sustainable social protection 
systems and investing in education, skills upgrading and health can help reduce inequality in income 
and opportunities, including in its gender dimension, address the persistence of poverty across 
generations, enhance social mobility, and ultimately promote sustained inclusive growth. Sound and 
effective redistributive fiscal policies adapted to national contexts are therefore needed to help 

http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/how-the-ilo-works/ilo-director-general/statements-and-speeches/WCMS_732882/lang--en/index.htm


   

  

governments address high levels of inequality. This requires fostering the adequacy, efficiency and 
equity, including risk sharing and solidarity, of social spending. 
 
In this regard, and in light of the respective mandates of the International Labour Organization (ILO), 
the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) and the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF), we believe that stronger cooperation and coordination among the international 
organizations constitutes an opportunity to increase the efficiency and impact in delivering the 
outcomes identified by our stakeholders and to foster the realization of the 2030 sustainable 
development goals, as agreed at the G7 Leaders Summit in Biarritz in August 2019. 
 
In line with the G7 Social members’ call for a multilateral dialogue and coordination for the reduction of 
inequalities, we will strengthen our joint efforts at the institutional and country level, within our 
respective mandates, to identify areas for collaboration to reduce inequalities and to promote access to 
education, health and social protection. 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Development – Debt in Emerging/Developing Economies 
 
Global Wave of Debt Is Largest, Fastest in 50 Years 
WASHINGTON, December 19, 2019—Debt in emerging and developing economies (EMDEs) climbed to 
a record US$55 trillion in 2018, marking an eight-year surge that has been the largest, 
fastest, and most broad-based in nearly five decades, according to a new World Bank Group 
study that urges policymakers to act promptly to strengthen their economic policies and make them 
less vulnerable to financial shocks. 
 
The analysis is contained in Global Waves of Debt, a comprehensive study of the four major episodes 
of debt accumulation that have occurred in more than 100 countries since 1970. It found that the debt-
to-GDP ratio of developing countries has climbed 54 percentage points to 168 percent since the debt 
buildup began in 2010. On average, that ratio has risen by about seven percentage points a year—
nearly three times as fast it did during the Latin America debt crisis of the 1970s. The increase, 
moreover, has been exceptionally broad-based—involving government as well as private debt, and 
observable in virtually all regions across the world. 
 
“The size, speed, and breadth of the latest debt wave should concern us all,” said World Bank Group 
President David Malpass. “It underscores why debt management and transparency need to be top 
priorities for policymakers—so they can increase growth and investment and ensure that the debt they 
take on contributes to better development outcomes for the people.” 
 
According to the report, the prevalence of historically low global interest rates mitigates the risk of a 
crisis for now. But the record of the past 50 years highlights the dangers: Since 1970, about half of the 
521 national episodes of rapid debt growth in developing countries have been accompanied by financial 
crises that significantly weakened per-capita income and investment. 
 
“History shows that large debt surges often coincide with financial crises in developing 
countries, at great cost to the population,” said Ceyla Pazarbasioglu, the World Bank 
Group’s Vice President for Equitable Growth, Finance, and Institutions. “Policymakers 

http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2019/12/19/debt-surge-in-emerging-and-developing-economies-is-largest-fastest-in-50-years
http://www.worldbank.org/wavesofdebt


   

  

should act promptly to enhance debt sustainability and reduce exposure to economic 
shocks.” 
 
The analysis found that this latest wave is different from the previous three in several ways—it involves 
a simultaneous buildup in both public and private debt; it involves new types of creditors; and it is not 
limited to one or two regions. Some of the increase in debt has been driven by China, whose debt-to-
GDP ratio has risen 72 points to 255 percent since 2010. But debt is substantially higher in developing 
countries even if China is excluded from the analysis—among EMDEs, it is twice the nominal level 
reached in 2007. 
 
Those characteristics pose challenges that policymakers haven’t had to tackle before. For example, 
nonresident investors today account for 50 percent of the government debt of EMDEs, considerably 
more than in 2010. For low-income countries, much of this debt has been on non-concessional terms, 
and outside the debt-resolution framework of the Paris Club. 
 
Under the circumstances, policymakers should develop mechanisms to facilitate debt resolution when it 
becomes necessary, according to the report. Greater debt transparency would also help. 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Featured Journal Content 
 
PLoS Medicine 
http://www.plosmedicine.org/   
(Accessed 21 Dec 2019)  
Research Article  
Estimating the global impact of poor quality of care on maternal and neonatal outcomes in 
81 low- and middle-income countries: A modeling study  
Victoria B. Chou, Neff Walker, Mufaro Kanyangarara  
Research Article | published 18 Dec 2019 PLOS Medicine  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pmed.1002990  
Abstract 
Background 
In low-resource settings where disease burdens remain high and many health facilities lack essentials 
such as drugs or commodities, functional equipment, and trained personnel, poor quality of care often 
results and the impact can be profound. In this paper, we systematically quantify the potential gain of 
addressing quality of care globally using country-level data about antenatal, childbirth, and postnatal 
care interventions. 
Methods and findings 
In this study, we created deterministic models to project health outcomes if quality of care was 
addressed in a representative sample of 81 low- and middle-income countries (LMICs). First, available 
data from health facility surveys (e.g., Service Provision Assessment [SPA] and Service Availability and 
Readiness Assessment [SARA]) conducted 2007–2016 were linked to household surveys (e.g., 
Demographic and Health Surveys [DHS] and Multiple Indicator Cluster Surveys [MICS]) to estimate 
baseline coverage for a core subset of 19 maternal and newborn health interventions. Next, models 
were constructed with the Lives Saved Tool (LiST) using country-specific baseline levels in countries 
with a linked dataset (n = 17) and sample medians applied as a proxy in countries without linked data. 

http://www.plosmedicine.org/
https://journals.plos.org/plosmedicine/article?id=10.1371/journal.pmed.1002990
https://journals.plos.org/plosmedicine/article?id=10.1371/journal.pmed.1002990
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pmed.1002990


   

  

Lastly, these 2016 starting baseline levels were raised to reach targets in 2020 as endline based upon 
country-specific utilization (e.g., proportion of women who attended 4+ antenatal visits, percentage of 
births delivered in a health facility) from the latest DHS or MICS population-based reports. Our findings 
indicate that if high-quality health systems could effectively deliver this subset of evidence-based 
interventions to mothers and their newborns who are already seeking care, there would be an 
estimated 28% decrease in maternal deaths, 28% decrease in neonatal deaths, and 22% fewer 
stillbirths compared to a scenario without any change or improvement in quality of care. Totals of 
86,000 (range, 77,800–92,400) maternal and 0.67 million (range, 0.59 million–0.75 million) neonatal 
lives could be saved, and 0.52 million (range, 0.48 million–0.55 million) stillbirths could be prevented 
across the 81 countries in the calendar year 2020 when adequate quality care is provided at current 
levels of utilization. Limitations include the paucity of data to individually assess quality of care for each 
intervention in all LMICs and the necessary assumption that quality of care being provided among the 
subset of countries with linked datasets is comparable or representative of LMICs overall. 
Conclusions 
Our findings suggest that efforts to close the quality gap would still produce substantial benefits at 
current levels of access or utilization. With estimated mortality rate declines of 21%–32% on average, 
gains from this first step would be significant if quality was improved for selected antenatal, 
intrapartum, and postnatal interventions to benefit pregnant women and newborns seeking care. 
Interventions provided at or around the time of childbirth are most critical and accounted for 64% of 
the impact overall estimated in this quality improvement analysis. 
 
Author summary 
Why was this study done? 
:: In low- and middle-income countries, health systems struggle to provide high-quality medical care to 
pregnant women and their newborns in need. 
:: Delivery of key health interventions is critical to save lives and prevent morbidity and mortality in 
high-burden settings. 
:: The impact of extant or poor quality of care at a population level is poorly understood, and 
quantifying the benefits of improving quality among those already seeking or accessing care would be 
a critical first step for prioritization. 
 
What did the researchers do and find? 
:: To examine the global impact of improvement in the quality of care, we used a linking approach, 
which combines health facility and population-level survey data to estimate baseline for a subset of 
important evidence-based interventions. 
:: Intervention coverage trends were modeled in 81 countries by setting current levels of reported 
utilization as the final country-specific targets for 2020. 
:: If those seeking medical attention arrived at facilities reimagined with adequate resources and 
receive high-quality care, our systematic tally indicates that almost one quarter of the maternal deaths, 
neonatal deaths, and stillbirths would be preventable during the period 2016–2020 if the gaps in 
quality of care were eliminated. 
 
What do these findings mean? 
:: Countries and current health systems are far from ensuring that skilled providers with adequate 
supplies are providing timely and appropriate healthcare to existing populations in need. Our analysis 
of potential gains quantifies the consequences of these missed opportunities, ranging from the prenatal 
to postnatal periods. 



   

  

:: Bolstering the quality of care is an essential checkpoint because efforts to increase utilization will rely 
on the same health systems where vulnerable populations are presently accessing care. 
:: With greater attention focused on tracking country-level progress, more data will hopefully become 
available to effectively monitor changes in coverage for key maternal and neonatal interventions. As 
these parameters or inputs are better defined, modeling can contribute to the body of knowledge by 
offering an informed approach to examine quality of care gaps so that better strategies can be 
developed to improve health among mothers and their children seeking care in this context. 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Featured Journal Content 
 
Proceedings of the Royal Society B – Biological Sciences 
11 December 2019  Volume 286  Issue 1917 
Research articles 
Articulating ‘free, prior and informed consent’ (FPIC) for engineered gene drives 
Dalton R. George, Todd Kuiken and Jason A. Delborne  
Published:18 December 2019    https://doi.org/10.1098/rspb.2019.1484 
Abstract 
Recent statements by United Nations bodies point to free, prior and informed consent (FPIC) as a 
potential requirement in the development of engineered gene drive applications. As a concept 
developed in the context of protecting Indigenous rights to self-determination in land development 
scenarios, FPIC would need to be extended to apply to the context of ecological editing. Without an 
explicit framework of application, FPIC could be interpreted as a narrowly framed process of 
community consultation focused on the social implications of technology, and award little formal or 
advisory power in decision-making to Indigenous peoples and local communities. In this paper, we 
argue for an articulation of FPIC that attends to issues of transparency, iterative community-scale 
consent, and shared power through co-development among Indigenous peoples, local communities, 
researchers and technology developers. In realizing a comprehensive FPIC process, researchers and 
developers have an opportunity to incorporate enhanced participation and social guidance mechanisms 
into the design, development and implementation of engineered gene drive applications. 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Featured Journal Content 
 
Nature 
Volume 576 Issue 7787, 19 December 2019 
http://www.nature.com/nature/current_issue.html 
Article | 11 December 2019  
Earliest hunting scene in prehistoric art  
A rock art panel from Sulawesi—dated to at least 43.9 thousand years ago—represents the oldest 
currently known figurative art in the world, and provides evidence of early storytelling through 
narrative hunting scenes. 
Maxime Aubert, Rustan Lebe[…] & Adam Brumm 
Abstract 

https://royalsocietypublishing.org/doi/full/10.1098/rspb.2019.1484
https://royalsocietypublishing.org/doi/full/10.1098/rspb.2019.1484
https://royalsocietypublishing.org/doi/full/10.1098/rspb.2019.1484
https://royalsocietypublishing.org/doi/full/10.1098/rspb.2019.1484
https://doi.org/10.1098/rspb.2019.1484
http://www.nature.com/nature/current_issue.html
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-019-1806-y
javascript:;


   

  

Humans seem to have an adaptive predisposition for inventing, telling and consuming stories1. 
Prehistoric cave art provides the most direct insight that we have into the earliest storytelling2,3,4,5, in 
the form of narrative compositions or ‘scenes’2,5 that feature clear figurative depictions of sets of 
figures in spatial proximity to each other, and from which one can infer actions taking place among the 
figures5. The Upper Palaeolithic cave art of Europe hosts the oldest previously known images of 
humans and animals interacting in recognizable scenes2,5, and of therianthropes6,7—abstract beings 
that combine qualities of both people and animals, and which arguably communicated narrative fiction 
of some kind (folklore, religious myths, spiritual beliefs and so on). In this record of creative expression 
(spanning from about 40 thousand years ago (ka) until the beginning of the Holocene epoch at around 
10 ka), scenes in cave art are generally rare and chronologically late (dating to about 21–14 ka)7, and 
clear representations of therianthropes are uncommon6—the oldest such image is a carved figurine 
from Germany of a human with a feline head (dated to about 40–39 ka)8. Here we describe an 
elaborate rock art panel from the limestone cave of Leang Bulu’ Sipong 4 (Sulawesi, Indonesia) that 
portrays several figures that appear to represent therianthropes hunting wild pigs and dwarf bovids; 
this painting has been dated to at least 43.9 ka on the basis of uranium-series analysis of overlying 
speleothems. This hunting scene is—to our knowledge—currently the oldest pictorial record of 
storytelling and the earliest figurative artwork in the world. 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Emergencies 
 
Ebola – DRC+ 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
 
Ebola Outbreak in DRC 72: 17 December 2019 
Situation Update 
In the week of 9 to 15 December 2019, 24 new confirmed Ebola virus disease (EVD) cases were 
reported from three health zones in two affected provinces in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. 
The majority of these new confirmed cases are from Mabalako (22/24; 92%), and the other cases were 
reported from Biena (1/24; 4%) and Mandima (1/24; 4%) health zones.  
 
The new cases from Mabalako and Biena, are linked to a single chain of transmission, in which one 
individual was a potential source of infection for 24 people. This was the second documentation of EVD 
illness in this individual within a 6-month period. Based on the preliminary sequencing of samples from 
the case, this is being classified as a relapse of EVD. Rare cases of relapse have been documented, in 
which a person who has recovered from EVD gets disease symptoms again, but this is the first 
documented relapse in this outbreak.  
 
The volume of alerts reported has returned to levels seen before the security incidents in the past 
weeks. In general, the overall average proportion of contacts under surveillance in the last seven days 
has returned to previously observed levels. However, Mabalako, the health zone with the highest 
volume of contacts, has the lowest performance with 73% of contacts under surveillance… 
 
:::::: 
 

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-019-1806-y#ref-CR1
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-019-1806-y#ref-CR2
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-019-1806-y#ref-CR3
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-019-1806-y#ref-CR4
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-019-1806-y#ref-CR5
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-019-1806-y#ref-CR2
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-019-1806-y#ref-CR5
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-019-1806-y#ref-CR5
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-019-1806-y#ref-CR2
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-019-1806-y#ref-CR5
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-019-1806-y#ref-CR6
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-019-1806-y#ref-CR7
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-019-1806-y#ref-CR7
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-019-1806-y#ref-CR6
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-019-1806-y#ref-CR8
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/330215/SITREP_EVD_DRC_20191217-eng.pdf


   

  

First FDA-approved vaccine for the prevention of Ebola virus disease, marking a critical 
milestone in public health preparedness and response 
December 19, 2019  
The U.S. Food and Drug Administration announced today the approval of Ervebo, the first FDA-
approved vaccine for the prevention of Ebola virus disease (EVD), caused by Zaire ebolavirus in 
individuals 18 years of age and older. Cases of EVD are very rare in the U.S., and those that have 
occurred have been the result of infections acquired by individuals in other countries who then traveled 
to the U.S., or health care workers who became ill after treating patients with EVD. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
POLIO   
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
 
Polio this week as of 18 December 2019   
 
Summary of new viruses this week (AFP cases and ES positives):  
:: Afghanistan – two WPV1 cases and two WPV1-positive environmental samples.  
:: Pakistan – seven WPV1 cases, one cVDPV2 case and 12 WPV1-positive environmental samples.   
:: DR Congo – Eight cVDPV2 cases.   
:: Somalia – two cVDPV2-positive environmental sample.   
:: Angola – 11 cVDPV2 cases and two cVDPV2-positive environmental samples.   
:: Chad – one cVDPV2 case.  
:: Ethiopia – one cVDPV2-positive environmental sample.   
:: Ghana – three cVDPV2 cases. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Editor’s Note: 
WHO has posted a refreshed emergencies page which presents an updated listing of Grade 3,2,1 
emergencies as below. 
 
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
Democratic Republic of the Congo  
:: Ebola Outbreak in DRC 72: 17 December 2019 
 
Mozambique floods   - No new digest announcements identified 
Nigeria - No new digest announcements identified 
Somalia - No new digest announcements identified 
South Sudan   - No new digest announcements identified 
Syrian Arab Republic  - No new digest announcements identified 
Yemen - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies  [to 21 Dec 2019] 

https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/first-fda-approved-vaccine-prevention-ebola-virus-disease-marking-critical-milestone-public-health
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/first-fda-approved-vaccine-prevention-ebola-virus-disease-marking-critical-milestone-public-health
http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cod/en/
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/330215/SITREP_EVD_DRC_20191217-eng.pdf
https://afro.who.int/countries/mozambique
http://www.who.int/emergencies/nigeria/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/somalia/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ssd/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/syr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/yem/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/


   

  

Measles in Europe  
:: Nordic countries working together to sustain measles and rubella elimination 20-12-2019  
:: 2019: the WHO European Region’s year in review 19-12-2019 
 
Myanmar   
:: Bi‐weekly Situation Report 24 - 5 December 2019 
 
Afghanistan - No new digest announcements identified 
Angola   - No new digest announcements identified 
Burkina Faso [in French]  - No new digest announcements identified 
Burundi  - No new digest announcements identified 
Cameroon  - No new digest announcements identified 
Central African Republic - No new digest announcements identified 
Ethiopia - No new digest announcements identified 
HIV in Pakistan - No new digest announcements identified 
Iran floods 2019 - No new digest announcements identified 
Iraq - No new digest announcements identified 
Libya - No new digest announcements identified 
Malawi floods - No new digest announcements identified 
MERS-CoV  - No new digest announcements identified 
Niger - No new digest announcements identified 
occupied Palestinian territory  - No new digest announcements identified 
Sudan - No new digest announcements identified 
Ukraine - No new digest announcements identified 
Zimbabwe - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 1 Emergencies  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
Chad  - No new digest announcements identified 
Djibouti - No new digest announcements identified 
Kenya   - No new digest announcements identified 
Mali  - No new digest announcements identified 
Namibia - viral hepatitis  - No new digest announcements identified 
Tanzania  - No new digest announcements identified 
  
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – L3 Emergencies 
The UN and its humanitarian partners are currently responding to three 'L3' emergencies. This is the 
global humanitarian system's classification for the response to the most severe, large-scale 
humanitarian crises.  
Syrian Arab Republic   
:: Syrian Arab Republic: Recent Developments in Northwestern Syria Flash Update No. 1 - As of 20 
December 2019 
HIGHLIGHTS 

http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/communicable-diseases/measles-and-rubella
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/communicable-diseases/measles-and-rubella/news/news/2019/12/nordic-countries-working-together-to-sustain-measles-and-rubella-elimination
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/communicable-diseases/measles-and-rubella/news/news/2019/12/2019-the-who-european-regions-year-in-review
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mmr/en/
http://www.searo.who.int/entity/bangladesh/sitrep24cxbban2019.pdf?ua=1
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/afg/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/angola
https://www.afro.who.int/fr/countries/burkina-faso
https://www.afro.who.int/countries/burundi
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cmr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/caf/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/eth/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/pak/pakistan-news/pakistan-hiv-outbreak-in-sindh-province.html
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/irn/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/countries/irq/index.html
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/lby/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/malawi
http://www.who.int/emergencies/mers-cov/en/
http://afro.who.int/fr/countries/niger
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/opt/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/sdn/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ukr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/zwe/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tcd/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/fr/countries/dji/
http://www.afro.who.int/countries/kenya
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mli/en/
http://afro.who.int/news/baseline-assessment-national-viral-hepatitis-response-namibia
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tza/en/
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/syria
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-arab-republic-recent-developments-northwestern-syria-flash-update
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-arab-republic-recent-developments-northwestern-syria-flash-update


   

  

:: Following the intensification of airstrikes and shelling since 16 December in southern Idleb, tens of 
thousands of civilians are reportedly fleeing from Ma’arrat An-Nu’man area in southern Idleb 
governorate to north. Thousands of others are reportedly waiting for the bombardment to ease 
allowing them to move. The shortage of fuel in Idleb area is also limiting the movement of civilians 
fleeing from hostilities. 
:: As of 20 December, ground fighting also resumed along the frontlines in southern Idleb governorate, 
amplifying displacement from southern Idleb as civilians are fleeing in anticipation of fighting directly 
affecting their communities. 
:: Displacement happening in winter months is exacerbating the vulnerability of people in need. Many 
of those who fled are in urgent need of humanitarian support, particularly shelter, food, health, non-
food and winterization assistance. 
 
Yemen - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Corporate Emergencies 
When the USG/ERC declares a Corporate Emergency Response, all OCHA offices, branches and 
sections provide their full support to response activities both at HQ and in the field. 
Editor’s Note: 
Ebola in the DRC has bene added as a OCHA “Corporate Emergency” this week: 
CYCLONE IDAI and Kenneth - No new digest announcements identified 
EBOLA OUTBREAK IN THE DRC - No new digest announcements identified 
 

 
*                      *                       *                        * 

 

Agency/Government/IGO Watch 
We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for key 
media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on regional or global 
level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific coverage is limited. Please 
suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
 
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly  
[to 21 Dec 2019] 
https://www.un.org/press/en 
Selected Meetings/Press Releases/Announcements 
20 December 2019  
SC/14066 
Security Council Rejects 2 Draft Resolutions Authorizing Cross-Border, Cross-Line 
Humanitarian Access in Syria 
   The Security Council today failed to adopt two draft resolutions on extending the authorization for 
the mechanism that allows cross-border delivery of humanitarian aid in Syria today — one tabled by 
Belgium, Germany and Kuwait; the other by the Russian Federation. 
 
19 December 2019  
SC/14061 

https://www.unocha.org/yemen
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/southern-and-eastern-africa-rosea/cyclone-idai
https://www.unocha.org/southern-and-eastern-africa-rosea/cyclones-idai-and-kenneth
https://www.unocha.org/drc
https://www.un.org/press/en
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sc14066.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sc14066.doc.htm


   

  

Describing Vast Scale of Need, Humanitarian Official Urges Security Council to Renew 
Authorization for Lifesaving Cross-Border Aid Delivery in Syria  
   The scale of humanitarian needs in Syria will remain vast in 2020, with an estimated 11 million 
civilians projected to require assistance on a regular basis and 5 million in acute need of help, a senior 
humanitarian official told the Security Council today, urging that a mandate for the cross-border 
delivery of vital aid through neighbouring countries be renewed. 
 
17 December 2019  
GA/12230-HR/5456 
Indigenous Languages Face Extinction Without Concrete Action to Protect Them, Speakers 
Warn General Assembly, as International Year Concludes 
    Indigenous languages are in danger of extinction unless concrete measures are taken to protect 
them, speakers warned today, as the General Assembly convened a high-level event marking the 
conclusion of the 2019 International Year of Indigenous Languages. 
 
15 December 2019  
SG/SM/19914-ENV/DEV/2034 
Global Community Must Not Give Up Tackling Climate Crisis, Secretary-General Says, 
Expressing Disappointment with Results of Twenty-Fifth Conference 
 
 
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true  
Top News 
Bachelet welcomes top court’s landmark decision to protect human rights from climate 
change 
 
Press briefing on Libya 
 
Press briefing on Iraq 
 
Press briefing on Poland 
 
Press briefing on Yemen 
 

 
United Nations Human Rights Council  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL 
Council News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Committee on the Rights of the Child [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sc14061.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sc14061.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/ga12230.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/ga12230.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sgsm19914.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sgsm19914.doc.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25450&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25450&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25445&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25446&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25447&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25448&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx


   

  

Special Rapporteur on the sale and sexual exploitation of children   [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx  
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed 
Conflict [to 21 Dec 2019] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict 
[to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights   [to 21 Dec 2019] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx 
Latest news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable 
standard of physical and mental health  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples   [to 21 Dec 2019] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx 
Latest news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx 
Latest News 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx


   

  

No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN OCHA [to 21 Dec 2019] 
https://www.unocha.org/  
Selected Press Releases     
6 December 2019 
UN calls for immediate strengthening of international support to Niger 
 
 
Centre for Humanitarian Data/HDX  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
https://centre.humdata.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNICEF  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases 
Selected Statements, Press Releases, Reports 
Press release 
Waves of protests around the world are reminder that voices of children and adolescents 
must be heard and their rights protected 
   Statement by UNICEF Executive Director Henrietta Fore 
17/12/2019  
 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html 
Selected Announcements  
Global Refugee Forum pledges collective action for better refugee inclusion, education, 
jobs  
18 Dec 2019  
   A high-level meeting in Geneva of governments, international financial organizations, business 
leaders, humanitarian and development actors, refugees, and civil society representatives has secured 
wide-ranging and substantial commitments of support for refugees and the communities they live in, 
notably with important pledges of new long-term support for inclusion. 
   In all, over 770 pledges had been made from across the spectrum as of mid-Wednesday afternoon at 
the Global Refugee Forum, attended by some 3,000 participants, including refugees, and 750 
delegations. These were in areas from employment, to places in schools for refugee children, new 
government policies, solutions like resettlement, clean energy, infrastructure and better support for 
host communities and countries. 
   Substantial support came from governments, civil society, refugee groups, sports associations, faith 
groups and the private sector, partnerships being key to successful outcomes for refugees and often 
under-resourced host countries. 
   For a complete list of pledges, see the dashboard here. Further pledges are expected in the near 
future and indicators to assess success, for example in jobs created, school places and reduction of 
poverty levels, have been established to track progress. A stock-taking meeting will occur in two 
years… 
 

https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases
https://reliefweb.int/node/3443648
https://centre.humdata.org/
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/waves-protests-around-world-are-reminder-voices-children-and-adolescents-must-be
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/waves-protests-around-world-are-reminder-voices-children-and-adolescents-must-be
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/waves-protests-around-world-are-reminder-voices-children-and-adolescents-must-be
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/waves-protests-around-world-are-reminder-voices-children-and-adolescents-must-be
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/12/5dfa56b54/global-refugee-forum-pledges-collective-action-better-refugee-inclusion.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/12/5dfa56b54/global-refugee-forum-pledges-collective-action-better-refugee-inclusion.html
https://globalcompactrefugees.org/channel/pledges-contributions


   

  

World gathering on refugees opens in Geneva after ‘decade of displacement’  
Global Refugee Forum, 16–18 December in Geneva 
16 Dec 2019  
 
Private sector steps up for refugees as Global Refugee Forum opens in Geneva 
16 Dec 2019  
 
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
Selected Announcements 
Global Migrant Deaths Decline, but Tragedies Continue Worldwide  
2019-12-20 15:40 
Geneva – As 2019 draws to a close, the International Organization for Migration reports that there has 
been a sharp decline in the number of migrants dying while attempting to cross international borders.   
 
IOM Begins Relocating Venezuelans from Manaus to Other Cities in Brazil  
2019-12-20 15:15 
Manaus – The International Organization for Migration (IOM) has started the process of relocation of 
Venezuelans currently living in the city of Manaus, Brazil, to other cities in the country. 
 
Mediterranean Migrant Arrivals Reach 107,546 in 2019; Deaths Reach 1,246  
2019-12-20 15:02 
Geneva – IOM reports that 107,546 migrants and refugees have entered Europe by sea through 18 
December, roughly a 5 per cent decrease from the 112,836 arriving during the same period last year. 
 
Social Cohesion: Recognizing Migration is a Benefit that Works for All  
2019-12-18 16:00 
International Migrants Day - Opinion Editorial 
IOM Director General António Vitorino  
 
 
UNAIDS [to 21 Dec 2019]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
Selected Press Releases/Reports/Statements 
18 December 2019 
Health kiosks expanding HIV services in Zimbabwe  
 
18 December 2019 
Communities are making the difference in the HIV response  
 
17 December 2019 
Young people and men less likely to know their HIV status  
 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 21 Dec 2019]  
19 December 2019   News release 
Drop in cholera cases worldwide, as key endemic countries report gains in cholera control 

https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/12/5df34f7c4/world-gathering-refugees-opens-geneva-decade-displacement.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/12/5df3ba964/private-sector-steps-refugees-global-refugee-forum-opens-geneva.html
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases
https://www.iom.int/news/bangladeshi-migrants-return-home-libya-ioms-assistance
https://www.iom.int/news/bangladeshi-migrants-return-home-libya-ioms-assistance
https://www.iom.int/news/global-migrant-deaths-decline-tragedies-continue-worldwide
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-begins-relocating-venezuelans-manaus-other-cities-brazil
https://www.iom.int/news/mediterranean-migrant-arrivals-reach-107546-2019-deaths-reach-1246
https://www.iom.int/news/social-cohesion-recognizing-migration-benefit-works-all
http://www.unaids.org/en
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2019/december/health-kiosks-expanding-hiv-services-in-zimbabwe
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2019/december/communities-are-making-the-difference-in-the-hiv-response
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2019/december/young-people-and-men-less-likely-to-know-their-hiv-status
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/19-12-2019-drop-in-cholera-cases-worldwide-as-key-endemic-countries-report-gains-in-cholera-control


   

  

[See Milestones above for detail] 
 
19 December 2019   News release 
WHO launches new report on global tobacco use trends 
 
18 December 2019   News release 
WHO prequalifies first biosimilar medicine to increase worldwide access to life-saving 
breast cancer treatment 
 
16 December 2019   News release 
More than one in three low- and middle-income countries face both extremes of 
malnutrition 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO      
No new digest content identified. 
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
:: Pan American Health Organization and Airbnb Announce Collaboration (12/20/2019)  
:: PAHO/WHO urges southern hemisphere countries to prepare for heatwaves (12/19/2019)  
:: Rabies Elimination in Haiti: Dog vaccination campaign launched (12/16/2019) 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
No new digest content identified. 
 
WHO European Region EURO  
:: 2019: the WHO European Region’s year in review 19-12-2019  
:: Promoting health literacy as powerful tool to address public health challenges 19-12-2019  
:: Tobacco use declining globally but set to miss targets 19-12-2019  
:: Migrant mothers receiving the support they need 18-12-2019 
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: Seasonal influenza in Yemen  18 December 2019 
:: Giving disabled children in Syria new hope   17 December 2019 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 21 Dec 2019] 
https://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2019/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 21 Dec 2019] 

https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/19-12-2019-who-launches-new-report-on-global-tobacco-use-trends
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/18-12-2019-who-prequalifies-first-biosimilar-medicine-to-increase-worldwide-access-to-life-saving-breast-cancer-treatment
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/18-12-2019-who-prequalifies-first-biosimilar-medicine-to-increase-worldwide-access-to-life-saving-breast-cancer-treatment
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/16-12-2019-more-than-one-in-three-low--and-middle-income-countries-face-both-extremes-of-malnutrition
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/16-12-2019-more-than-one-in-three-low--and-middle-income-countries-face-both-extremes-of-malnutrition
http://www.afro.who.int/
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=466:2008-media-center-press-releases&Itemid=40108&lang=en
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15652&catid=740&Itemid=1926&lang=en
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15650&catid=740&Itemid=1926&lang=en
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15646&catid=740&Itemid=1926&lang=en
http://www.searo.who.int/
http://www.euro.who.int/
http://www.euro.who.int/en/about-us/regional-director/news/news/2019/12/2019-the-who-european-regions-year-in-review2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/disease-prevention/health-literacy/news/news/2019/12/promoting-health-literacy-as-powerful-tool-to-address-public-health-challenges2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/disease-prevention/tobacco/news/news/2019/12/tobacco-use-declining-globally-but-set-to-miss-targets
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-determinants/migration-and-health/news/news/2019/12/migrant-mothers-receiving-the-support-they-need2
http://www.emro.who.int/
http://www.emro.who.int/yem/yemen-news/seasonal-influenza-in-yemen.html
http://www.emro.who.int/syr/syria-news/giving-disabled-children-in-syria-new-hope.html
http://www.wpro.who.int/
https://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2019/


   

  

http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release 
19 December 2019  
Press Release 
New partnership between UNFPA, Rutgers University aims to end gender-based violence 
   UNFPA, the United Nations sexual and reproductive health agency, today signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding with the Center for Women’s Global Leadership (CWGL) from Rutgers University to work 
towards eliminating all...  
 
 
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
Selected Press Releases/Announcements 
Global Refugee Forum 
Statement delivered by Asako Okai at the Global Refugee Forum Plenary Session- High Level Debate on 
Burden and Responsibility Sharing    
Posted on December 18, 2019 
 
Humanitarian, Development and Peace Nexus Addressing Forced Displacement 
Statement delivered by Asako Okai a the Global Refugee Forum- Development and HDP Nexus 
Addressing Forced Displacement, Geneva    
Posted on December 17, 2019 
 
 
UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 21 Dec 2019] 
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
https://www.unenvironment.org/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNDRR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://www.unisdr.org/archive 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 21 Dec 2019] 

http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release
https://www.unfpa.org/press/new-partnership-between-unfpa-rutgers-university-aims-end-gender-based-violence
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/speeches/2019/global-refugee-forum.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/speeches/2019/development-and-hdp-nexus-addressing-forced-displacement.html
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/
https://www.unenvironment.org/
http://www.unisdr.org/archive


   

  

https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/  
Latest News 
Latest migration trends revealed 
19 December 2019, New York  
   Migration has major impacts on both the people and the places involved in it. When supported by 
appropriate policies, migration can contribute to inclusive and sustainable development in both origin 
and destination countries, while also benefitting migrants and their families. 
Reliable data on migrants and migration are crucial for assessing current and future trends, identifying 
policy priorities, and making informed decisions. Reliable data on migration can help ensure that 
discussions on migration, at both national and international levels, are based on facts, not myths or 
misperceptions. 
   The International Migration 2019 report by UN DESA’s Population Division examines the latest 
migration levels and trends by geographic, development and income grouping, based on the 2019 
revision of the International Migrant Stock, which found that the number of international migrants 
globally reached an estimated 272 million in 2019. That represents an increase of 51 million since 
2010. Currently, international migrants comprise 3.5 per cent of the global population, compared to 2.8 
per cent in the year 2000… 
 
 
UNESCO  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://en.unesco.org/news 
Latest News 
UNESCO’s ‘Addis Convention’ on higher education to enter into force 
20 December 2019 
 
Providing education opportunities for Syria’s youngest refugees 
19 December 2019 
 
UNESCO pledges its renewed support for refugees’ education at Global Refugee Forum  
16 December 2019 
 
 
International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS)  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
https://www.icomos.org/en/ 
Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp 
20/12/2019 –  
Anti-corruption conference concludes with important decisions on practical steps to 
prevent and fight this crime 
 
17/12/2019 –  
Statement of the UNODC Executive Director on International Migrants Day 
 
16/12/2019 –  

https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/population/latest-migration-trends-revealed.html
https://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/publications/migrationreport/docs/InternationalMigration2019_Report.pdf
https://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/data/estimates2/estimates19.asp
http://en.unesco.org/news
https://en.unesco.org/news/unescos-addis-convention-higher-education-enter-force
https://en.unesco.org/news/providing-education-opportunities-syrias-youngest-refugees
https://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-pledges-its-renewed-support-refugees-education-global-refugee-forum
https://www.icomos.org/en/
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/releases/2019/December/anti-corruption-conference-concludes-with-important-decisions-on-practical-steps-to-prevent-and-fight-this-crime.html
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/releases/2019/December/anti-corruption-conference-concludes-with-important-decisions-on-practical-steps-to-prevent-and-fight-this-crime.html
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/releases/2019/December/statement-of-the-unodc-executive-director-on-international-migrants-day.html


   

  

Fight corruption to achieve sustainable development progress: UN Convention against 
Corruption conference begins in Abu Dhabi 
 
 
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://unhabitat.org/ 
News and Stories 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ILO International Labour Organization  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm 
G7 Paris Summit 
Inequality compromises inclusive growth and social cohesion   
19 December 2019  
   The ILO has called for countries to implement a range of measures to tackle inequality, in a joint 
statement with other international agencies attending the Paris G7 meeting. 
   
International Migrants Day 
ILO announces winners of the 2019 Global Media Competition on Labour Migration   
18 December 2019  
   Winning entries provide outstanding and balanced reporting on fair recruitment and the future of 
labour migration. 
 
 Blog 
Are migrants also successful in the labour market?   
18 December 2019  
As migration draws increasing attention globally, what do we know about the millions of international 
migrant workers?   
 
Global Refugee Forum 
Joint action to support refugees and host communities   
18 December 2019  
The ILO will work to strengthen socio-economic growth and decent work for refugees and host 
communities as part of the PROSPECTS partnership. 
 
Women in Business and Management 
Sharp rise in women-owned businesses in Central America   
16 December 2019  
Case studies from Costa Rica, El Salvador, Mexico (Chihuahua) and Panama show that women’s 
success as business owners and employers can be influenced by the size of their enterprise, the 
economic sectors in which they operate, their education and professional experience. 
 

http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/releases/2019/December/fight-corruption-to-achieve-sustainable-development-progress_-un-convention-against-corruption-conference-begins-in-abu-dhabi.html
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/releases/2019/December/fight-corruption-to-achieve-sustainable-development-progress_-un-convention-against-corruption-conference-begins-in-abu-dhabi.html
http://unhabitat.org/
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_732880/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_732642/lang--en/index.htm
https://ilostat.ilo.org/2019/12/18/are-migrants-also-successful-in-the-labour-market/
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_732659/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_732455/lang--en/index.htm


   

  

 
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://www.icao.int/  
Latest News and Highlights  
No new digest content identified.    
 
 
IMO International Maritime Organization  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx 
Latest Press Briefings  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release 
No new digest content identified.    
 
 
UPU  Universal Postal Union   [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://news.upu.int/no_cache/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified.    
 
 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html 
News 
UNIDO secures US$38m in GEF funding  
   WASHINGTON D.C, 19 December 2019 – The 57th Council Meeting of the Global Environment 
Facility (GEF) gathered environmental ministers and senior officials from the GEF’s 183 member 
countries. 
 
 
International Organization for Standardization (ISO)  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/ 
News 
By Clare Naden on 18 December 2019  
Reducing the risks of medical devices: international guidance just updated  
   Virtually no medical procedure is without risk, but there are many ways to minimize it. One such way 
is through applying sound risk management processes to medical devices. The International Standard 
to do just that has now been updated… ISO 14971, Medical devices – Application of risk management 
to medical devices, specifies the terminology, principles and process for managing the risks associated 
with medical devices, including software as a medical device (SaMD) and in vitro diagnostic (IVD) 
medical products. 
 
By Clare Naden on 16 December 2019  
Tackling the sustainability challenges in construction: International Standard just updated  

http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release
http://news.upu.int/no_cache/news/
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html
https://www.unido.org/news/unido-secures-us38m-gef-funding-1
https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/
https://www.iso.org/news/ref2465.html
https://www.iso.org/obp/ui/#iso:std:iso:14971:ed-3:v1:en
https://www.iso.org/news/ref2463.html


   

  

   The construction sector has a huge role to play in making our world sustainable, not only because it 
represents a large part of our physical environment, but because it is an industry that impacts all areas 
of society. ISO’s International Standard for sustainability in this sector has just been updated.  
 
 
UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
https://www.unwto.org/news 
News 
No new digest content identified.    
 
 
WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/ 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CBD  Convention on Biological Diversity [to 21 Dec 2019] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
USAID [to 21 Dec 2019] 
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Announcements 
USAID Provides Additional Humanitarian Assistance In Response To Unrest In Haïti  
December 17, 2019 
   In response to growing needs in the Republic of Haïti amid a socio-political impasse, the U.S. Agency 
for International Development (USAID) is providing $1 million to the United Nations World Food 
Programme (WFP) to support ongoing humanitarian operations. 
 
USAID Administrator Mark Green Announces $10 Million To Increase Disaster Resilience In 
The Caribbean  
December 16, 2019 
   Today in Bridgetown, Barbados, United States Agency for International Development (USAID) 
Administrator Mark Green announced $10 million to improve local resilience to disasters in priority 
countries in the Caribbean. With this new funding, USAID will support community-level organizations, 
host-country governments, regional institutions, and the private sector to strengthen local, national, 
and regional planning and preparation for hurricanes, earthquakes, and other calamities. For example, 
USAID will finance training for local first-responders, harmonize disaster-preparedness standards, and 
coordinate and facilitate information-sharing among the governments of the region and civil society. 
 
USAID Announces $15.5 Million in Thirteen New Grants to Programs under the 
Development Innovation Ventures (DIV)  
December 16, 2019 
   Today, the Development Innovation Ventures (DIV) program of the U.S. Agency for International 
Development (USAID) announced 13 new grants that total over $15.5 million to test and scale 
promising solutions to global development challenges. DIV is the Agency's open innovation program 

https://www.unwto.org/news
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/dec-17-2019-usaid-provides-additional-humanitarian-assistance-response-haiti
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/dec-16-2019-administrator-green-announces-10-million-disaster-resilience-caribbean
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/dec-16-2019-administrator-green-announces-10-million-disaster-resilience-caribbean
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/dec-16-2019-usaid-announces-155-million-thirteen-new-grants-programs-div
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/dec-16-2019-usaid-announces-155-million-thirteen-new-grants-programs-div


   

  

that selects, through a detailed process of applications and co-creation, breakthrough solutions that 
demonstrate rigorous evidence of impact, cost-effectiveness, and viable pathways to scale and 
sustainability. 
 
 
DFID  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development 
Press Releases 
British medics in Samoa among the humanitarian heroes of 2019  
UK aid workers have helped millions of people around the world this year. 
From: Department for International Development  
Updated: 21 December 2019  
 
 
ECHO  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news 
Latest News 
EU provides €8 million in humanitarian aid to help Ukrainians in winter 
20/12/2019 
   The European Commission announced today an additional €8 million for the vulnerable people in 
Ukraine affected by the ongoing conflict in the east of the country. This funding brings EU 
humanitarian allocation to Ukraine in 2019 to €23 million....  
 
EU mobilises further €15.2 million in humanitarian support for people in conflict areas in 
Latin America and Caribbean 
19/12/2019 
   The European Union has allocated a further €15.2 million in assistance to Latin America and the 
Caribbean. This support will focus on food assistance in El Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras, support 
to forcibly displaced Venezuelans and host...  
 
:::::: 
 
African Union [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://www.au.int/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of Social  
Press releases 
Communiqué of the Global Summit to Tackle Online Child Sexual Exploitation 
December 17, 2019 
 
 
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://asean.org/category/news/asean-secretariat-news/ 
Secretariat News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
European Commission [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/british-medics-in-samoa-among-the-humanitarian-heroes-of-2019
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/eu-provides-8-million-humanitarian-aid-help-ukrainians-winter_en
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/eu-mobilises-further-152-million-humanitarian-support-people-conflict-areas-latin-america-and_en
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/eu-mobilises-further-152-million-humanitarian-support-people-conflict-areas-latin-america-and_en
http://www.au.int/
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20191217/communique-global-summit-tackle-online-child-sexual-exploitation
http://asean.org/category/news/asean-secretariat-news/
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1


   

  

Press Releases   
Press release  20 December 2019 
The EU is boosting its support to Morocco with new programmes worth €389 million 
The European Commission adopted new cooperation programmes worth €389 million in support of the 
Kingdom of Morocco, in order to support reforms, inclusive development and border management and 
work towards developing a Euro-Moroccan partnership for shared prosperity. 
 
Press release  19 December 2019 
EU mobilises further €15.2 million humanitarian support for food safety, epidemics 
preparedness and support to people in conflict areas in Latin America and Caribbean. 
This support will focus on food assistance in El Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras, support to forcibly 
displaced Venezuelans and host communities, and essential needs and nutritional support to Haiti. 
   
Press release  19 December 2019 
Commission welcomes agreement on €500 million Macro-Financial Assistance programme 
for Jordan 
   
Press release  18 December 2019 
Resettlement: EU Member States' pledges exceed 30,000 places for 2020 
   The European Commission announced financial support for Member States that collectively pledged 
more than 30,000 resettlement places for 2020 at the first Global Refugee Forum in Geneva. 
   Vice-President for Promoting our European Way of Life Margaritis Schinas said: “Resettlement is a 
European success story and must remain so. The European Union's Member States are making the 
largest collective pledge of resettlement places they have ever done. This makes the EU the biggest 
contributor to resettlement efforts worldwide – though we would hope more would follow suit and 
increase their pledges to match the growing needs. When we cooperate and work together, we can 
create durable, effective and safe systems to offer protection to the world's most vulnerable.”… 
   
Statement   17 December 2019 
Statement by the European Commission and the High Representative on the occasion of 
International Migrants Day 2019 
 
 
OECD  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://www.oecd.org/  
18-December-2019 
Statement by OECD Secretary-General Angel Gurría on the outcome of COP 25  
   I am very disappointed that COP25 in Madrid did not achieve the decisive, collective and ambitious 
outcomes that the climate emergency demands from world leaders.  
 
 
Organization of American States (OAS)   [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://www.oas.org/en/ 
Press Releases 
Resolution Rejecting Violence in Bolivia and Calling for Full Respect of the Rights of the 
Indigenous Peoples in the Plurinational State of Bolivia 
December 18, 2019 
[Excerpt] 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_19_6810
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_19_6799
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_19_6799
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_19_6833
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_19_6833
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_19_6794
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/statement_19_6791
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/statement_19_6791
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/publicationsdocuments/bydate/
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/statement-by-oecd-secretary-general-angel-gurria-on-the-outcome-of-cop-25.htm
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_releases.asp
https://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=S-032/19
https://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=S-032/19


   

  

…RESOLVES TO: 
   [1] CONDEMN the human rights violations and the use of violence against any citizen of Bolivia, 
especially any and all forms of violence and intimidation against Bolivians of indigenous origin;  
   [2] FURTHER CONDEMN intolerance of symbols, traditional vestige, religious practices and unequal 
treatment or mention of any element of indigenous civilization;  
   [3] UNDERSCORE the need for the authorities of the Plurinational State of Bolivia to fulfil their 
inherent responsibility as a part of the community of nations to protect all human rights for everyone in 
Bolivia; 
   [4] URGE the authorities of the Plurinational State of Bolivia to respect, comply with and effectively 
implement all their obligations under international law as they apply to indigenous peoples, particularly 
those related to human rights; 
   [5] REITERATE the  call made by the Permanent Council of the OAS on November 20, 2019,  in 
CP/RES. 1140 (2259/19) rev. 1, to all political and civil actors in Bolivia, including all authorities, civil 
society, the military and security forces, and the general public, to immediately cease from violence, 
preserve peace, and seek a frank dialogue to promote national democratic reconciliation; and  
   [6] CALL UPON the Bolivian authorities to ensure full and unrestricted observance and protection of 
human rights and to ensure that any violators thereof are held to account, in accordance with 
international human rights law as reflected in Resolution, CP/RES. 1140 (2259/19) rev. 1, of the OAS 
Permanent Council. 
 
 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 21 Dec 2019] 
https://www.oic-oci.org/  
Selected Press Releases 
Al-Othaimeen calls for cultural vision to challenges confronting Muslim world  
   The Secretary General of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), Dr. Yousef Al-Othaimeen, 
addressed a message to the 11th session of the Islamic Conference of Culture Ministers, held by the 
Islamic Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (ISESCO), in coordination with the OIC General 
Secretariat, in the Tunisian capital on 17-19 December 2019.... 
17/12/2019 
 
OIC Calls for Combating Counterfeit Drugs and Promoting Fair and Affordable Pricing of 
Medicine and Vaccine  
   The Secretary General of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), Dr Yousef Al-Othaimeen, 
stressed that the General Secretariat in cooperation with its partners has focused on capacity building 
for both manufacturers and national regulatory authorities (NRAs), harmonization of standards, 
research collaboration and joint development among the OIC Members States. In this connection, he 
expressed appreciation to the National Agency of Drug and Food Control of the Republic of 
Indonesia for hosting the first-ever meeting of heads of medicine regulatory authorities of the OIC 
Member States (Jakarta, November 2018), encouraging all the Member States to support this initiative 
to promote effective regulation for medicine and vaccine pricing, combatting substandard and falsified 
medicines. ... 
16/12/2019 
 
 
Group of 77  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://www.g77.org/ 
Latest Statements and Speeches 

https://www.oic-oci.org/home/?lan=en
https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=23023&ref=13867&lan=en
https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=23007&ref=13865&lan=en
https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=23007&ref=13865&lan=en
http://www.g77.org/


   

  

Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by Ms. Nada Tarbush, First Secretary, Mission of the 
State of Palestine to the United Nations, on agenda item 149, in particular on the proposed budget for 
the International Residual Mechanism for Criminal Tribunals for 2020 at the main part of the seventy-
fourth session of the United Nations General Assembly, Fifth Committee (New York, 18 December 
2019) 
 
Remarks on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by Mr. Abdullah Abushawesh, Counsellor, at the 
Mission of the State of Palestine to the UN, at the first informal dialogue on the revitalization of the 
work of the Second Committee (New York, 17 December 2019) 
 
:::::: 
 
UNCTAD  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives]  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Customs Organization – WCO  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://www.wcoomd.org/ 
20 December 2019  
The WCO holds its 2nd Global Meeting of Integrity Experts  
 
19 December 2019  
The WCO issues its 2018 Illicit Trade Report  
   Today, the World Customs Organization (WCO) issued its 2018 Illicit Trade Report, the annual 
publication in which the Organization endeavours to quantify and map the situation concerning illicit 
markets in six key areas of Customs enforcement.  
   Every year since 2012, the WCO has published its Illicit Trade Report with the aim of contributing to 
the study of the illicit trade phenomenon through robust and in-depth data analysis based on voluntary 
submissions of seizure data and case studies by its Member Customs administrations around the world.  
   This year, the analysis provided in this Report is based on data collected from 154 Member 
administrations, compared to 135 the previous year.  The Report consists of six sections: Cultural 
Heritage; Drugs; Environment; Intellectual Property Rights, Health and Safety; and Revenue and 
Security.  
 
 
WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
18 December 2019 
Members urge continued engagement on resolving Appellate Body issues  
   WTO members vowed on 18 December to continue their efforts to resolve the impasse over the start 
of the selection process for new Appellate Body members and improving the functioning of the 
Appellate Body. At a meeting of the WTO’s Dispute Settlement Body (DSB), members welcomed 
Director-General Roberto Azevêdo’s pledge to launch more intensive, high-level consultations on how 
to overcome the impasse while at the same time urging the General Council chair to continue informal 
discussions with WTO members aimed at seeking a solution.  

http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=191218
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=191218
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=191218
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=191218
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=191218
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=191217
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=191217
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=191217
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx
http://www.wcoomd.org/
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/media/newsroom/2019/december/the-wco-holds-its-2nd-global-meeting-of-integrity-experts.aspx
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/media/newsroom/2019/december/the-wco-issues-its-2018-illicit-trade-report.aspx
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news19_e/dsb_18dec19_e.htm


   

  

Summary of the meeting 
Proposed items for consideration at the DSB 
 
:::::: 
 
IPU  Inter-Parliamentary Union   [to 21 Dec 2019] 
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Court of Justice  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases 
Latest Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 

 
 
International Criminal Court (ICC)  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
Trying individuals for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/ 
Call by the Registry of the ICC for experts on reparations for victims within the framework 
of reparations proceedings in the case of The Prosecutor v. Bosco Ntaganda  
Information 19 December 2019 Registry 
 
Statement of ICC Prosecutor, Fatou Bensouda, on the conclusion of the preliminary 
examination of the Situation in Palestine, and seeking a ruling on the scope of the Court’s 
territorial jurisdiction  
Statement 19 December 2019 Office of the Prosecutor 
 
Statement to the United Nations Security Council on the Situation in Darfur, pursuant to 
UNSCR 1593 (2005)  
Statement 17 December 2019 Office of the Prosecutor 
 
:::::: 
 
World Bank [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week]  
Global Wave of Debt Is Largest, Fastest in 50 Years 
  WASHINGTON, December 19, 2019—Debt in emerging and developing economies (EMDEs) climbed 
to a record US$55 trillion in 2018, marking an eight-year surge that has been the largest, fastest, and 
most broad-based...  
Date: December 19, 2019 Type: Press Release 
 
World Bank Announces $2.2 Billion Scale-up in Support for Refugees and Host 
Communities at First Global Refugee Forum 
Reflects increased focus on fragility, conflict and violence under the IDA19 replenishment    

https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news19_e/dsb_18dec19_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news19_e/dsb_agenda_18dec19_e.htm
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases
https://www.icc-cpi.int/
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=2019-12-20-call-for-experts-on-reparation-for-victims-ntaganda-case
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=2019-12-20-call-for-experts-on-reparation-for-victims-ntaganda-case
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=20191220-otp-statement-palestine
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=20191220-otp-statement-palestine
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=20191220-otp-statement-palestine
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=2019-12-19-otp-stat-UNSC-sudan
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=2019-12-19-otp-stat-UNSC-sudan
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2019/12/19/debt-surge-in-emerging-and-developing-economies-is-largest-fastest-in-50-years
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2019/12/17/world-bank-announces-us22-billion-scale-up-in-support-for-refugees-and-host-communities-at-first-global-refugee-forum
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2019/12/17/world-bank-announces-us22-billion-scale-up-in-support-for-refugees-and-host-communities-at-first-global-refugee-forum


   

  

    GENEVA, December 17, 2019— Up to $2.2 billion will be available for a dedicated window for 
refugees...  
Date: December 17, 2019 Type: Press Release  
 
Global Agriculture and Food Security Program Announces New Grants to Fight Hunger and 
Poverty in FCV Countries 
   December 16, 2019, WASHINGTON – The Global Agriculture and Food Security Program (GAFSP), a 
fund that supports country-led efforts to fight hunger, malnutrition, and poverty, today announced 
that...  
Date: December 16, 2019 Type: Press Release  
 
 
IMF  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article 
December 18, 2019 
2019 in Review: The Global Economy Explained in 5 Charts – IMF Blog 
 
 
African Development Bank Group  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
https://www.afdb.org/en 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Africa-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of No new 
digest content identified. 
Tanzania: African Development Bank lends $272 million for construction of Msalato 
International Airport 
   19-Dec-2019 - The Board of Directors of the African Development Bank has approved a 
$272.12 million loan to Tanzania for the construction of a new international airport in the capital 
Dodoma. The funding package, approved on Wednesday, comprises a $198.6 million loan from the 
Bank,  $23.52 million from the African Development Fund (ADF) and $50 million in co-financing with 
the Africa Growing Together Fund (AGTF) — a co-financing facility of the People’s Republic of China 
managed by the Bank. The new airport will be built in the district of Msalato, 12... 
 
Multilateral Development Banks pledge to step up support for forcibly displaced 
populations at Global Refugee Forum 
   18-Dec-2019 - Multilateral Development Banks (MDBs) are stepping up their support for refugees 
and people affected by forced displacement, including hosting communities, across a wide range of 
sectors and policy instruments. The pledges were made by the African Development Bank, the Asian 
Development Bank, the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development, the European Investment 
Bank, the Inter-American Development Bank, the Islamic Development Bank and the World Bank 
Group.  
 
 
Asian Development Bank  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://www.adb.org/news/releases 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-
level announcements are added each week] 
17 Dec 2019 
ADB Investing Over $1 Billion to Help Pacific's Renewable Energy Transition 

http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2019/12/16/global-agriculture-and-food-security-program-announces-new-grants-to-fight-hunger-and-poverty-in-fcv-countries
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2019/12/16/global-agriculture-and-food-security-program-announces-new-grants-to-fight-hunger-and-poverty-in-fcv-countries
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article
https://blogs.imf.org/2019/12/18/2019-in-review-the-global-economy-explained-in-5-charts/
https://www.afdb.org/en
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/tanzania-african-development-bank-lends-272-million-construction-msalato-international-airport-33343
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/tanzania-african-development-bank-lends-272-million-construction-msalato-international-airport-33343
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/multilateral-development-banks-pledge-step-support-forcibly-displaced-populations-global-refugee-forum-33318
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/multilateral-development-banks-pledge-step-support-forcibly-displaced-populations-global-refugee-forum-33318
http://www.adb.org/news/releases
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-investing-over-1-billion-help-pacifics-renewable-energy-transition
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-investing-over-1-billion-help-pacifics-renewable-energy-transition


   

  

   ADB will invest over $1 billion worth of energy projects in the Pacific from 2019 to 2021 to increase 
renewable energy generation and improve access to affordable and sustainable electricity in the 
subregion. 
 
17 Dec 2019 
Kacific1 Satellite Launch to Bring Affordable Internet to Remote Parts of Asia and Pacific 
   Kacific has launched the Kacific1 satellite to expand high-speed broadband internet access across 
Asia and the Pacific. ADB provided $50 million in financing to Kacific for the satellite to deliver internet 
that will enable... Kacific1, launched by SpaceX’s Falcon 9 rocket from Cape Canaveral, Florida, will 
orbit in the same location above Asia and the Pacific region during its estimated 15-year service life. 
The satellite will be able to deliver the most powerful signal ever achieved by a commercial satellite in 
the region, providing affordable broadband access to people in remote regions, many of whom have 
never had internet connectivity before. 
 
16 Dec 2019 
Australia to Provide $14 Million, ADB $2 Million for Private Sector Initiative in the Pacific 
   Australia is providing $14 million in additional funding to PSDI, with ADB also contributing $2 million, 
to help continue efforts to make it easier for people in the Pacific start and grow their businesses. 
 
 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank   [to 21 Dec 2019] 
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-
level announcements are added each week] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news 
20 DEC  
New investment to commercialize small-scale farming for 300,000 Malawians  
 
20 DEC  
Call for Expressions of Interest: Capacity Building for IFAD’s Project Procurement 
investment portfolio (BUILD PROC)  
 
19 DEC  
Productivity and incomes of small-scale farmers increased through IFAD and Nepal 
partnership – new report.  
 
18 DEC  
IFAD opens Liaison Office in Riyadh to strengthen partnerships with Gulf  
 
17 DEC  
IFAD and China promote climate-resilient agriculture and reforestation in Pakistan  
 
 
Islamic Development Bank  [to 21 Dec 2019] 

https://www.adb.org/news/kacific1-satellite-launch-bring-affordable-internet-remote-parts-asia-and-pacific
https://www.adb.org/news/kacific1-satellite-launch-bring-affordable-internet-remote-parts-asia-and-pacific
https://www.adb.org/news/australia-provide-14-million-adb-2-million-private-sector-initiative-pacific
https://www.adb.org/news/australia-provide-14-million-adb-2-million-private-sector-initiative-pacific
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/41489222
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/41487515
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/41487515
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/41485983
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/41485983
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/41483986
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/41482827


   

  

https://www.isdb.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 

 
 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 

 

:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
   We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new research and 
major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, collaborations, and initiatives 
across the human rights, humanitarian response and development spheres of action.  WE will not 
reference fundraising announcements, programs, events or appeals, and generally not include content 
which is primarily photo-documentation or video in format. 
 
 
Action Contre la Faim – Action Against Hunger  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org 
Communiqués de presse 
Nigeria 
Action contre la Faim condamne l’exécution de quatre nouveaux otages et demande la 
libération immédiate de sa dernière otage détenue 
Posté le 13 décembre 2019  
   Le groupe armé responsable de l’enlèvement de travailleurs humanitaires le 18 juillet dernier, a 
assassiné quatre autres otages. Cela porte le nombre de victimes à 5. Toutes nos pensées vont à leurs 
proches et à nos collègues au Nigéria. 
 
 
Alliance for International Medical Action (ALIMA)  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
https://www.alima-ngo.org/en/press-room 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
https://newsroom.amref.org/category/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Aravind Eye Care System  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
https://aravind.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
  
BRAC  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://www.brac.net/#news 
Latest 
No new digest content identified. 
 

https://www.isdb.org/
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/
https://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/presse/action-contre-la-faim-condamne-lexecution-de-quatre-nouveaux-otages-et-demande-la-liberation-immediate-de-sa-derniere-otage-detenue/
https://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/presse/action-contre-la-faim-condamne-lexecution-de-quatre-nouveaux-otages-et-demande-la-liberation-immediate-de-sa-derniere-otage-detenue/
https://www.alima-ngo.org/en/press-room
http://amref.org/news/news/
https://newsroom.amref.org/category/press-releases/
https://aravind.org/
http://www.brac.net/#news


   

  

 
CARE International  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clubhouse International  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
https://www.drc.dk/news 
NEWS 
The global refugee situation calls for sustainable solutions 
18.12.2019 
   Far too often, the global refugee situation is described as an enormous, unsolvable problem. This 
crisis rhetoric leads to political initiatives aimed at protecting borders – rather than protecting people. I 
think it’s high tim... 
 
Provide alternatives for migrants and refugees in Libya 
17.12.2019 
   The Libya INGO Forum, representing 16 INGOs, including the Danish Refugee Council, providing 
assistance in Libya, calls the international community attending the Global Refugee Forum to scale up 
efforts to protect migrants and ... 
 
One of the world’s most ambitious multi-stakeholder partnerships to empower 25,000 
young Jordanians and Syrian refugees in Jordan 
16.12.2019 
   A new, ambitious multi-stakeholder partnership will offer young Syrian refugees and vulnerable 
young Jordanians better opportunities in terms of education and jobs. The partners are the Novo 
Nordisk Foundation, Danish Refugee C... 
 
 
ECPAT  [to 21 Dec 2019]  
http://www.ecpat.net/news 
News & Updates 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Fountain House  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Humanity & Inclusion  [nee Handicap International]  [to 21 Dec 2019]  
http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases 

http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html
https://www.drc.dk/news
https://drc.ngo/news/the-global-refugee-situation-calls-for-sustainable-solutions
https://drc.ngo/news/provide-alternatives-for-migrants-and-refugees-in-libya
https://drc.ngo/news/one-of-the-world-s-most-ambitious-multi-stakeholder-partnerships-to-empower-25-000-young-jordanians-and-syrian-refugees-in-jordan
https://drc.ngo/news/one-of-the-world-s-most-ambitious-multi-stakeholder-partnerships-to-empower-25-000-young-jordanians-and-syrian-refugees-in-jordan
http://www.ecpat.net/news
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press
http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases


   

  

Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports    
December 20, 2019 10:36 AM  
Statement | Recent escalation of violence in northwest Syria  
Dozens of civilians were killed in bombings in Idlib province in the north-west of war-torn Syria, 
according to Ms. Najat Rochdi, Senior Humanitarian Adviser to the United Nations Special Envoy for 
Syria, and other monitoring groups. Bombardments and shelling have intensified in the region in recent 
days putting an unbearable threat to civilians and forcing the population to flee.  
   Humanity & Inclusion has issued the following statement: 
   “We demand an immediate end to the bombing and shelling of areas populated by civilians, which 
has increased at a terrifying rate in recent days,” says Anne Héry, Director of Advocacy and 
Institutional Relations. “These attacks on civilians and civilian infrastructures, including health centers, 
are totally unacceptable and against international humanitarian law. Parties to the conflict must also 
ensure access to humanitarian assistance for affected populations.” 
 
 
Heifer International  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
https://www.heifer.org/ 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HelpAge International  [to 21 Dec 2019]  
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/ 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
Older People's Lives Transformed in Zanzibar through Pioneering Universal Social Pension 
Scheme 
   Zanzibar December 18, 2019: Zanzibar’s Universal Social Pension (ZUPS) scheme has improved the 
lives of older people in Zanzibar, and made a positive impact on their wider households, according to a 
new report released today.   The Impact Evaluation of the Zanzibar Universal Pension Scheme delivers 
a positive assessment... 
Posted: 18 December 2019 

 

 
ICRC  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports       
Democratic Republic of the Congo: hundreds of people in dire situation after military 
operations in South Kivu  
   Geneva/Kinshasa (ICRC) – When the armed forces of the Democratic Republic of the Congo 
announced, on 8 December, that they had captured a group of over 1,800 people in the Kalehe 
highlands, comprising members of the National Congress for Democratic R 
18-12-2019 | News release  
   
Principled humanitarian action relies on trust 
As delivered by Mr. Robert Mardini, Permanent Observer to the United Nations and Head of Delegation, 
ICRC New York 

https://www.hi-us.org/news_statement_recent_escalation_violance_northwest_syria
https://www.heifer.org/
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/
https://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/older-peoples-lives-transformed-in-zanzibar-through-pioneering-universal-social-pension-scheme/
https://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/older-peoples-lives-transformed-in-zanzibar-through-pioneering-universal-social-pension-scheme/
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/democratic-republic-congo-hundreds-people-dire-situation-after-military-operations-south
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/democratic-republic-congo-hundreds-people-dire-situation-after-military-operations-south
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/principled-humanitarian-action-relies-trust-0


   

  

   Statement to 74th Session of UN General Assembly, 49th plenary meeting, item 71: "Strengthening 
of the coordination of humanitarian and disaster relief assistance of the United Nations, including 
economic assistance" 
16-12-2019 | Statement  
 
 
IFRC   [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Medical Corps (IMC)   [to 21 Dec 2019] 
https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/ 
Story 
35 Years of Hope 
December 20, 2019  
    What connects us? No matter where we come from or who we are, we are bound together as 
humans across space and time. We are a tapestry woven throughout this wild and beautiful earth, 
made up of disparate and diverse pieces that, when viewed from afar, merge into one unified image. 
From the most privileged …  
 
 
IRC  International Rescue Committee  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 
Media highlights 
Press Release  
Price for UNSC veto of cross-border resolution to be paid by Syrian civilians 
December 20, 2019  
 
Press Release  
IRC urges UNSC to pass cross-border resolution for sake of Syrian civilians 
December 18, 2019  
 
Press Release  
Less talk and more action needed as leaders convene for the Global Refugee Forum 
December 17, 2019  
 
 
IRCT  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
https://irct.org/ 
News    
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Islamic Relief Worldwide  [to 21 Dec 2019]  
https://www.islamic-relief.org/ 
News 

http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/
https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/
https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/story/35-years-of-hope/
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/price-unsc-veto-cross-border-resolution-be-paid-syrian-civilians
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/irc-urges-unsc-pass-cross-border-resolution-sake-syrian-civilians
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/less-talk-and-more-action-needed-leaders-convene-global-refugee-forum
https://irct.org/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/people-are-living-the-same-nightmare-as-violence-escalates-in-north-west-syria/


   

  

 “People are living the same nightmare” as violence escalates in north west Syria 
Published: 19 December, 2019  
 
Islamic Relief joins the call for sanctuary and support for the world’s 25 million refugees at 
UN Global Refugee Forum 
Published: 16 December, 2019  
 
 
Landsea   [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Medecins du Monde   [to 21 Dec 2019]  
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Mercy Corps [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
Press Releases 
Mercy Corps Applauds Bipartisan Agreement for Foreign Assistance  
   WASHINGTON, DC -- The global organization Mercy Corps applauds the U.S. Congress for reaching 
bipartisan agreement and passing the fiscal year 2020 spending bill. “Congress recognizes the urgency 
of U.S. leadership in confronting the global climate crisis and the rise of violent and deadly conflict. 
This Bill stands up for communities in need around the world, by supporting development efforts and 
by providing life-saving assistance,” says Beth deHamel, Interim Chief Executive Officer at Mercy Corps.  
 
Congress Takes Bold Action to Prevent Global Violence by Passing the Global Fragility Act  
   Washington, DC – The global organization Mercy Corps applauds today’s historic bipartisan passage 
of the Global Fragility Act (as part of the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2020) by the 116th United 
States Congress, which establishes the first-ever comprehensive U.S. government approach to 
preventing global conflict and instability.  
 
Mercy Corps at COP25 to highlight importance of helping communities in fragile states 
adapt to the climate crisis  
   MADRID, Spain – The global organization Mercy Corps is attending this year’s UN Climate Change 
Conference, COP25, to highlight the importance of helping communities around the world adapt to the 
climate crisis. COP25, taking place from 2 - 13 December, is the world’s leading climate summit and 
brings together world leaders, decision-making bodies and global organizations to find solutions for the 
climate challenge.  

 
 

MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 21 Dec 2019]  
http://www.msf.org/ 
Latest [Selected Announcements] 
Democratic Republic of Congo  
Extra humanitarian assistance urgently needed in southern North Kivu crisis 
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Press Release 16 Dec 2019  
:: A little-known humanitarian crisis is affecting the territories of Masisi, Rutshuru and Walikale in the 
southern part of DRC’s North Kivu province. 
:: More than 685,000 displaced people live in camps or are hosted by local families, with worrying 
levels of malnutrition and sexual violence. 
:: With almost no aid organisations on the ground, MSF urges humanitarian organisations and donors 
to immediately return to this neglected area. 
 
 
Operation Smile  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office 
Program Schedule 
Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve every 
opportunity for safe surgical care.  
 
 
OXFAM [to 21 Dec 2019] 
https://www.oxfam.org/en/ 
Selected News/Announcements   
Oxfam's reaction to the Security Council failure to renew the Syria cross-border resolution 
21 December 2019 
In reaction to recent developments at the UN Security Council regarding the cross-border resolution for 
Syria, Oxfam said: 
“The UN Security Council failure to renew the cross-border resolution puts the lives of millions of 
Syrians at risk.  Families in great need, many of whom have been forced to flee multiple times during 
the crisis, rely on the aid provided by UN cross-border operations. Without the resolution renewal, 
there is no realistic way of reaching hundreds of thousands of these families caught in fire, which risks 
leaving them abandoned at a time of great need.  Members of the Security Council must urgently 
return to discussions and ensure that all people in need across Syria can get humanitarian assistance in 
the most effective way possible.” 
   
Oxfam's Reaction to Israeli forces destroying Palestinian water reservoir 
19 December 2019 
In response to Israeli military forces destroying a Swedish-funded EUR 53.000 Palestinian water 
reservoir in Einnoun, east Tubas in the Occupied West Bank, Oxfam Country Director, Shane Stevenson 
said: “This community has been left devastated, not knowing when the army will return to destroy 
their final remaining sources of fresh water. 200 families are scared and intimidated by these type of 
military incursions, which systematically deny Palestinians their basic rights, including the right to 
water.” 
   
Oxfam's response to Global Refugee Forum: World leaders need to do more to deliver real 
change for refugees 
19 December 2019 
The Global Refugee Forum ended today with refugees making sure that their message to be fully 
included in all decisions about their futures was heard by world leaders. 
Despite real strides taken to include more refugees at the Forum, where they have been represented 
on high-level panels alongside governments, business leaders, and UN agencies, only 2% of the total 
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3000 participants were refugees. World leaders must do more to bring real change and uphold their 
pledges to the 25.9m refugees worldwide. 
   
Oxfam welcomes European Parliament call for joint and ambitious position on global tax 
justice 
18 December 2019 
Today, the European Parliament agreed a resolution calling for a “joint, ambitious EU position” in the 
OECD-led negotiations on how to address international corporate tax challenges in a digitalised era. 
These negotiations provide a historic opportunity to adapt corporate tax rules for the 21st century, and 
to strengthen tax justice at global level. 
   
Global Refugee Forum crucial moment to deliver on commitments 
16 December 2019 
The processes for supporting the world's 25.9 million refugees and 3.5 million asylum seekers, continue 
to be fatally flawed and putting the responsibility unfairly upon some of the poorest countries, says 
Oxfam ahead of the first ever Global Refugee Forum, taking place in Geneva this week.  
   
World screams out for action but climate summit responds with a whisper  
15 December 2019 
Responding to the final communiqué of the COP25 climate talks in Madrid, Chema Vera, Interim 
Executive Director of Oxfam International, said: “The world is screaming out for climate action but this 
summit has responded with a whisper. The poorest nations are in a sprint for survival yet many 
governments have barely moved from the starting blocks." 
 
 
Norwegian Refugee Council   [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://www.nrc.no/ 
Latest news from NRC 
Global | 20. Dec 2019  
CashCap: Connecting global discussions to communities in need 
   The use of cash and vouchers in humanitarian and development contexts has been steadily 
increasing in the last five years. CashCap is an active contributor to this trend, promoting cash in global 
and regional discussions as well as in the field . Three CashCap experts explain why working on all 
three levels is essential.  
 
Global | 18. Dec 2019  
Implementing 1325: Challenges and opportunities 
By supporting the implementation process of the UN Security Council Resolution (SCR) 1325 on 
Women, Peace and Security in the OSCE-area, it became clear to Ewa Sapiezynska the challenges she 
had to address in order to achieve change.  
 
Africa | 17. Dec 2019  
Debt and danger facing refugees in Uganda 
Grim survival tactics are being adopted by desperate refugees in Uganda due to the critical 
underfunding of the humanitarian response. People are getting into debt, they are skipping meals to 
save food, parents are selling off their daughters and asylum seekers are engaging in ‘survival sex’ to 
make ends meet.  
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Iraq|Syria | 17. Dec 2019  
Refugees fleeing Turkey’s north east Syria operation say they can’t go back – NRC survey 
The majority of refugees fleeing from Turkey’s military operation in north east Syria say they won’t 
return to their country, and plan on settling in Iraq.  
 
Global | 16. Dec 2019  
Broken promises must end now 
Support to poor countries hosting the bulk of the world’s refugees is lacking despite promises from 
global leaders three years ago. Humanitarian workers are appealing to high and middle income 
countries to offer more support to refugees and displaced people at the first ever Global Refugee 
Forum this week in Geneva.  
 
 
Pact  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://www.pactworld.org/  
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Partners In Health  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://www.pih.org/blog   
News  
Dec 20, 2019  
Our Most-Read Stories of 2019  
The shared mission that unites PIH teams around the world is evident in the stories that most caught 
readers' attention this year. From an Ebola survivor who’s thriving in Sierra Leone to quadruplets born 
at University Hospital in Mirebalais, Haiti, 2019 was a remarkable year across PIH.   Read More  
 
Dec 20, 2019  
Research: Rwanda Study Validates Key Strategy for Reducing Child HIV  
The study used data from Rwanda health centers and found that improved HIV treatment for pregnant 
women “contributed to an immediate decrease in the rate of HIV transmission from mother to child.” 
Read More  
 
Dec 19, 2019  
"Now We Have a Family:" The Story of a Children's Home In Haiti  
Zanmi Beni was founded as a home for 38 abandoned or orphaned children following the January 2010 
earthquake in Haiti, and today is home to 65 children who have found family in each other. Read More  
 
Dec 19, 2019  
Training the Trainers: Emergency Medicine Course Aims to Expand Care in Haiti  
Two vital questions about lifesaving care—where are you when you have an emergency, and what can 
be done for you—often are too closely connected.   Read More  
   
Dec 17, 2019  
Day in the Life of a Midwife in Liberia  
Habibatu Alu has been a midwife at Pleebo Health Center in southeastern Liberia since 2011. This 
photo essay follows her through a typical day. Read More  

https://www.nrc.no/news/2019/december/refugees-fleeing-turkeys-north-east-syria-operation-say-they-cant-go-back--nrc-survey/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2019/december/global-refugee-forum/
http://www.pactworld.org/
http://www.pih.org/blog
https://www.pih.org/article/our-most-read-stories-2019
https://www.pih.org/article/research-rwanda-study-validates-key-strategy-reducing-child-hiv
https://www.pih.org/article/now-we-have-family-story-childrens-home-haiti
https://www.pih.org/article/training-trainers-emergency-medicine-course-aims-expand-care-haiti
https://www.pih.org/article/day-life-midwife-liberia


   

  

   
Dec 16, 2019  
The XX Solution  
Women do an extraordinary amount of good in the world, studies show-and we all know. PIH is proud 
to support women with maternal care and much more, everywhere we work. Read More  
   
Dec 16, 2019  
Nourimanba: Lifesaving Miracle Food  
In Haiti, one in five children is malnourished and faces physical and cognitive stunting. Severe 
malnutrition is a life-threatening condition and, when not addressed aggressively, is a leading cause of 
death for children under 5 in Haiti, and all around the world. Read More  
 
 
PATH  [to 21 Dec 2019]  
https://www.path.org/media-center/  
Selected Announcements 
New pneumococcal vaccine from Serum Institute of India achieves WHO prequalification 
December 19, 2019 by Lauren Newhouse  
This milestone marks a key step toward improving pneumococcal conjugate vaccine affordability and 
enabling sustainable access for low- and middle-income countries 
   Pune, India and Seattle, United States, December 19, 2019—PNEUMOSIL®, a vaccine against a 
leading cause of deadly childhood pneumonia—the pneumococcus bacterium—has achieved 
prequalification by the World Health Organization (WHO). Developed though a collaboration spanning 
over a decade between Serum Institute of India, Pvt., Ltd. (SIIPL) and PATH and with funding from the 
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, the vaccine is expected to provide protection for children on par with 
other pneumococcal conjugate vaccines at a price that is more affordable for low- and middle-income 
countries… 
 
 
Plan International/BORNEfonden  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Save The Children [to 21 Dec 2019] 
https://www.savethechildren.net/news 
20 December 2019 - Syria 
Response to veto of UN Syria cross border resolution 
 
20 December 2019 - Syria 
Northern Syria flooding: thousands of children at risk of further displacement  
 
19 December 2019 - Global 
‘Governments now have an opportunity to stop supporting the unnecessary separation of 
children from parents’ 
 
17 December 2019 - Mali 
105,000 children in Mali displaced by violence, Save the Children warns 
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17 December 2019 - Spain 
Save the Children: COP25 is missed opportunity to fight impact climate change on 
children’s lives 
 
 
SOS-Kinderdorf International  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
https://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Tostan  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://www.tostan.org 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Women for Women International  [to 21 Dec 2019]  
https://www.womenforwomen.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Vision  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://wvi.org/ 
Newsroom  
Wednesday, December 18, 2019  
World Vision to the Global Refugee Forum: child protection is “non-negotiable”  
   World Vision has warned that the international community must consider child protection as ‘non-
negotiable’ when responding to the needs of refugees.  
   Despite many commitments made by the international community at the Global Refugee Forum, child 
protection is largely absent as a priority for Member States… 
 
:::::: 
 
Electronic Frontiers Foundation 
https://www.eff.org/updates?type=press_release 
Press Release | December 17, 2019  
EFF to ICANN: Stop .ORG Domain Registry Sale To Private Equity Firm  
San Francisco—The Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF) today said a private equity firm newly created 
by domain name industry insiders should be stopped from acquiring the .ORG domain registry, which 
provides a home on the Internet to thousands of public interest nonprofits organizations. EFF joins 
groups ranging from the Girl Scouts and... 
 
Press Release | December 17, 2019  
EFF Bolsters European Policy Work with Important New Staffers 
San Francisco – The Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF) has bolstered its European policy work with 
the hiring of two important new staffers: Icelandic poet, artist, and free expression activist Birgitta 
Jónsdóttir, and European Internet policy expert Christoph Schmon.Birgitta Jonsdottir, EFF’s first 
Internet Archive Fellow, will be working across... 
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Freedom House [to 21 Dec 2019] 
https://freedomhouse.org/news 
News 
Statements 
Joint Statement: Turkish Authorities Must Free Osman Kavala and End the Gezi Trial 
December 20, 2019 
Freedom House and other human rights organizations call on Turkish government to end the Gezi trial 
and release Osman Kavala. 
 
 
Human Rights Watch  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
https://www.hrw.org/ 
Featured Commentary, Announcements, Statements 
December 20, 2019   Commentary 
Winter Looms For Lebanon’s Syrian Refugees 
Michelle Lonnquist  
Senior associate, Crisis and Conflict Division  
 
 
Transparency International  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
::::: 
 
ChildFund Alliance  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
https://childfundalliance.org/ 
News/ Statements 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
CONCORD  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/ 
Latest News and Events 
Director’s blog: Making our values true requires understanding one’s reality 
by Tanya Cox | Dec 17, 2019 
– Tanya Cox retrospects on her one year in CONCORD’s secretariat and calls for a better understanding 
of members’ realities, and hopes for a better working context to make our values a reality. 
 
 
The Elders  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://theelders.org/news-media 
Selected Press Releases and Major Announcements 
News 
COP 25: High hopes but disappointing conclusions in Madrid  
17 Dec 2019 
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   On Sunday 15 December, the UN’s longest-ever climate summit drew to a close after an additional 
44 hours of tough negotiations. While a final compromise agreement was achieved, the weeks of 
negotiations, side events and grassroots actions failed to solidify the commitments to ambitious action 
that needs to be taken if we are to avert the worst of the impacts of the climate emergency. 
 
Guest Blog 
Nothing About Us, Without Us: the Global Refugee-Led Network 
17 Dec 2019 
   As the Global Refugee Forum takes place on 17-18 December, our guest bloggers, Mohammed 
Badran and Sana Mustafa explore the importance of refugee voices in the decision-making process. 
Refugees & Migration 
 
Press Release 
The Elders call on regional leaders to kickstart South Sudan peace talks 
17 Dec 2019 
The Elders call upon leaders from the Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD) regional 
bloc to urgently convene talks with the leaders of South Sudan to advance peace negotiations after a 
series of delays and setbacks. 
Conflict 
 
 
Evidence Aid   [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://www.evidenceaid.org/ 
Content 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gavi [to 21 Dec 2019] 
https://www.gavi.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Global Fund  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/ 
News & Stories 
Updates  
Technical Evaluation Reference Group: Market Shaping Strategy Mid-Term Review  
20 December 2019  
Thematic Review of Market Shaping Strategy (Mid-Term) download in English 
 
News  
Highest-Ever Funding Allocations Announced to Fight AIDS, TB and Malaria  
18 December 2019  
[See Milestones above for detail] 
 
Feature Story  
2019: A Record Year for Global Health  
17 December 2019  
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Hilton Prize Coalition [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/ 
12/18/2019  Blog  
Promote Disability Rights: HPC Fellow, Elizabeth Heideman, Humanity & Inclusion 
 
 
ICVA - International Council of Voluntary Agencies   [to 21 Dec 2019] 
https://icvanetwork.org/ 
Latest resources, events, content 
Upcoming events 
ICVA Annual Conference 2020: Protecting principled humanitarian action: an honest 
conversations on risk  
March 18, 2020 - 8:30am to 6:00pm 
Le Centre International de Conférences Genève 
 
 
InterAction  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://www.interaction.org/ 
Latest Updates 
Crises & Countries in Conflict 
InterAction Members Respond to Veto of UNSC Resolution 2449 
InterAction  
Dec 20, 2019  
   The vetoes of United Nations Security Council to renew Resolution 2449 by Russia and China and the 
inability of the Security Council to act collectively in support of Syrian civilians who have suffered from 
nearly nine years of armed conflict is extremely concerning. 
 
Crises & Countries in Conflict  
The Venezuela displacement crisis 
Aniqa Borachi  
Dec 19, 2019  
 
Crises & Countries in Conflict  
Statement on UN Security Council Resolution 2449 
InterAction  
Dec 18, 2019  
 
Prevention of Sexual Abuse & Harassment  
The Language and Culture of PSEA 
Anna Jaffe  
Dec 17, 2019  
 
:::::: 
 
3ie  International Initiative for Impact Evaluation [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://www.3ieimpact.org/ 
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Publications 
Evidence-informed policymaking for rural transformation: An exploration of the role of 
women’s collectives and community participation  
Conference 09 - 10 January 2020 New Delhi, India  
   The World Bank, the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, the International Initiative for Impact 
Evaluation and DFID in partnership with the Ministry of Rural Development are organising a conference 
to learn from research evidence about the role of women’s collectives and community institutions in 
fostering social change and bringing about rural transformation.  
 
Public good provision and deliberative democracy: evidence from Malawi  
Seminar   29 January 2020 London, UK  
   Annemie Maertens will present the results of a public goods game with farmer clubs in Malawi to 
determine the socio-political conditions that increase cooperation. This paper explores the conditions in 
which community-driven development programmes are most likely to succeed in assisting smallholder 
farmers.  
 
 
CHS Alliance  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://chsalliance.org/ 
New website no longer posts press releases or announcements. 
 
 
Development Initiatives   [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://devinit.org/news/ 
News 
19 December 2019  
DI appoints Libby Drew to board of directors 
DI is pleased to announce that Libby Drew has been appointed to the organisation’s board of non-
executive directors. 
 
:::::: 
 
Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action 
(ALNAP)     [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://www.alnap.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CERAH – Geneva Centre for Education and Research in Humanitarian Action  [to 21 Dec 
2019] 
https://cerahgeneve.ch/events/news/ 
CERAH News 
Allying theory and practice: CERAH students in Uganda to work for a concrete project 
17.12.2019 
   After more than three months of online learning, at the end of November 2019, coordinators and 
students of our Humanitarian Distance Learning Certificate of Advanced Studies “Designing strategies 
and projects in humanitarian action” met face to face in Jinja, Uganda, for two residential weeks of 
intense learning.  
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CERAH Master alumna Amera Markous wins the 2019 Swiss Humanitarian Award 
16.12.2019 
   We congratulate our Master alumna Amera Markous who has won the 2019 Swiss Humanitarian 
Award  for her outstanding dissertation "Humanitarian Action and Anti-migration Paradox: A case study 
of UNHCR and IOM in Libya". We also thank our long-term partner, the  Swiss Agency for Development 
and Cooperation, founder of this award. 
 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre 
LATEST PRESS RELEASES 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
EHLRA/R2HC   [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Groupe URD   [to 21 Dec 2019] 
https://www.urd.org/en/ 
News  
Projects  
Mid-term review of France’s humanitarian strategy 2018-2022 
December 2019 - March 2020  
   In the lead up to the 5th French National Humanitarian Conference in May 2020, Groupe URD has 
been asked to conduct the mid-term review of France’s humanitarian strategy 2018-2022. The aim of 
this review is not to evaluate the impacts of the humanitarian strategy, but to highlight how it is 
implemented, the reasoning behind it and possible limits.  
 
 
International Humanitarian Studies Association  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
https://ihsa.info/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
INEE – an international network for education in emergencies   [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://www.ineesite.org/en/news 
News 
Education Cannot Wait and Partners Put Education First at Global Refugee Forum  
Education Cannot Wait 
21 December 2019  
   New pledges by Germany, European Commission/European Union, Norway and Theirworld bring 
January-December 2019 donor contributions to Education Cannot Wait to over a quarter of a billion US 
dollars – with over half a billion US dollars raised in just three years. 
 
Providing Education Opportunities for Syria’s Youngest Refugees  
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UNESCO 
19 December 2019  
   Hundreds of thousands of young children have had their education interrupted by the ongoing civil 
war in Syria. UNESCO Beirut sees quality early childhood education as a force for reconstruction, peace 
building and giving a sense of hope to young refugee children and their families. 
 
 
Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP)  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
https://phap.org/ 
Association news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Sphere  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
https://www.spherestandards.org/news-and-events/ 
News 
Sphere in 2019  
19 December 2019 | Sphere 
    Dear Sphere friends, As another exciting year draws to a close, we would like to thank our global 
community for your active engagement and commitment.  
 
 
Start Network [to 21 Dec 2019] 
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs 
News and Blog 
An end of year message from Christina Bennett, CEO of Start Network 
19 Dec 19 
 
International Migrants Day 2019: MERF at a glance in 2019 
by Melina Koutsis  
18 Dec 19  
   On International Migrants Day 2019, the number of people who are migrants and refugees across 
the globe has reached an estimated 272 million, 51 million more than in 2010, according to the UN. 
Under this year’s theme of #WeTogether, Start Network takes stock of its work in 2019 to understand, 
anticipate, and address migration needs and patterns, using a collaborative and speedy approach in its 
work. 
   The Start Network’s Migration Emergency Response Fund (MERF) is a rapid response fund that 
allows its 24 member organisations to rapidly respond to needs that are not covered under ongoing 
mixed migration responses and that can benefit from a short intervention… 
 
:::::: 
 
Brookings 
http://www.brookings.edu/ 
Accessed 21 Dec 2019 
Latest Research 
Regulatory Policy  
The curse of confidential supervisory information 
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Peter Conti-Brown 
Friday, December 20, 2019  
 
Report  
All the president’s privileges 
Richard Lempert 
Thursday, December 19, 2019  
 
Regulatory Policy  
Better economic analysis can reduce regulators’ litigation risks 
Jerry Ellig 
Thursday, December 19, 2019  
 
Gulf States  
Red Sea geopolitics: Six plotlines to watch 
Zach Vertin 
Sunday, December 15, 2019  
 
Regulatory Policy  
Boeing crisis illustrates risks of delegated regulatory authority 
Connor Raso 
Wednesday, December 18, 2019  
 
 
Center for Global Development    [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center 
News and Events 
December 20, 2019 
Using Trade Preferences to Support Refugees and their Hosts 
   External financial assistance is, and will remain, essential. But both donors and host countries need 
to do more to facilitate the transition from humanitarian relief to longer-term development assistance 
and trade measures could help. 
Kimberly Ann Elliott and Heliodoro Temprano Arroyo  
 
December 17, 2019 
Identifying and Verifying Customers: When are KYC Requirements Likely to Become 
Constraints on Financial Inclusion? 
   Onerous KYC documentation requirements are widely recognized as a potential constraint to full 
financial inclusion. However, it is sometimes difficult to judge the extent to which this constraint is a 
serious or binding one, relative to others. The paper considers this question, distinguishing between 
different types of documentation and different financial market segments according to their KYC 
requirements. 
Alan Gelb and Diego Castrillón  
 
December 15, 2019 
Beyond Short-term Learning Gains: The Impact of Outsourcing Schools in Liberia after 
Three Years 
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   After one year, outsourcing the management of ninety-three randomly-selected government primary 
schools in Liberia to eight private operators led to modest learning gains. In this paper, we revisit the 
program two years later. Despite facing similar contracts and settings, some providers produced 
uniformly positive results, while others present stark trade-offs between learning gains, access to 
education, child safety, and financial sustainability. 
Mauricio Romero and Justin Sandefur  
 
 
CSIS  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
https://www.csis.org/ 
Selected Reports 
Report 
Ensuring Healthy Populations through a New Era of Global Immunization 
December 20, 2019 | Nellie Bristol As global immunization organizations craft new strategies for the 
next decade of their work, the CSIS Global Health Policy Center convened a day-long conference to 
discuss how to anticipate and overcome remaining challenges to equity, trust, and security.  
 
Report 
Competing to Win: A Coalition Approach to Countering the BRI 
December 19, 2019 The U.S. government should take the lead to develop and implement a formal 
integrated multilateral infrastructure development mechanism that can effectively compete with the 
BRI to counter China’s geopolitical gains. à Let me know if this works at all.  
 
Report 
Tech-Politik: Historical Perspectives on Innovation, Technology, and Strategic Competition 
December 19, 2019 | Seth Center, Emma Bates What was the “Sputnik moment?” How did the Soviets 
achieve so much and fail so spectacularly? The CSIS Project on History and Strategy draws lessons 
from historical moments that shed light on government science and technology policy in the context of 
strategic rivalry.  
 
Report 
Rigid Structures, Evolving Threat: Preventing the Proliferation and Use of Chemical 
Weapons 
December 18, 2019 | Rebecca Hersman, Suzanne Claeys Chemical weapons are back. CW types and 
uses are growing and increasingly challenging the anti-CW regime, while the shifting security 
environment has revealed emerging challenges to and increased pressure points on the system of 
restraint.  
 
Report 
Critical Minerals and the Role of U.S. Mining in a Low-Carbon Future 
December 18, 2019 | Sarah Ladislaw, Lachlan Carey Critical minerals are an essential component of the 
transition to a low-carbon and clean energy future. In Summer 2019, the CSIS Energy Program and the 
BlueGreen Alliance cohosted a workshop to look at a path forward for a U.S. critical minerals strategy.  
 
Report 
The Asian Development Bank: A Strategic Asset for the United States 
December 18, 2019 | Daniel F. Runde, Shannon McKeown The approval of Strategy 2030 in 2019 has 
given a renewed focus, direction, and purpose to the Asian Development Bank, identifying the most 
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pressing issues to be addressed in line with the Sustainable Development Goals and the needs of its 
developing member countries.  
 
Report 
Charting Convergence 
December 16, 2019 | Bonnie S. Glaser, Matthew P. Funaiole In this report, CSIS's Bonnie Glaser and 
Matthew Funaiole explore the intersection of the U.S Free and Open Indo-Pacific strategy and Taiwan’s 
New Southbound Policy.  
 
 
ODI   [to 21 Dec 2019] 
https://www.odi.org/  
Selected Press Releases & Reports 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
RoRI [Research on Research Institute]  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://researchonresearch.org/ 
We're an open and independent new initiative providing data, analysis and intelligence on how to make 
research systems more strategic, open, diverse and inclusive. 
News and Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
  
Urban Institute   [to 21 Dec 2019] 
https://www.urban.org/publications 
December 20, 2019  
Building Economic Growth and Inclusion Together  
City leaders typically think about improving economic growth and improving inclusion and social 
cohesion as two separate challenges, often with economic development as a precondition to other 
social goals. Under this logic, a city or region would need to grow first; then, low-income or historically 
excluded residents could benefit from that growth—through job access, improved services and safety 
nets, or direct redistribution.  
Kathryn Reynolds, Martha Fedorowicz 
December 20, 2019  
Fact Sheet 
  
Taking Promise Neighborhoods to the State Level  
Expanding and sustaining the Promise Neighborhood model requires more than place-based, data-
driven programming. This brief highlights Promise Neighborhood grantees that are developing 
partnerships to extend their impact beyond their neighborhoods to the state level. We explore how 
partnerships in California and Minnesota have established shared goals, invested their time and 
resources to achieve their goals, and engaged with  
Alyse D. Oneto, Megan Gallagher 
December 20, 2019  
Brief 
  
Promoting Sustainability for Promise Neighborhood Grantees  

https://www.csis.org/analysis/charting-convergence
https://www.csis.org/people/bonnie-s-glaser
https://www.csis.org/people/matthew-p-funaiole
https://www.odi.org/media-hub/press-room
http://researchonresearch.org/
https://www.urban.org/publications
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/building-economic-growth-and-inclusion-together
https://www.urban.org/author/kathryn-reynolds
https://www.urban.org/author/martha-fedorowicz
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/taking-promise-neighborhoods-state-level
https://www.urban.org/author/alyse-d-oneto
https://www.urban.org/author/megan-gallagher
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/promoting-sustainability-promise-neighborhood-grantees


   

  

Across the country, Promise Neighborhood grantees are leveraging significant federal and local 
investments to improve outcomes for students and families in underresourced communities. In fall 
2019, FourPoint Education Partners undertook a needs assessment to understand the financial 
landscape of Promise Neighborhood grantees and how they are approaching sustainability—what 
strategies they are employing, what challenges they  
Sharon Deich, Heather Padgette, Meghan Neary 
December 20, 2019  
Brief 
  
The Uninsured in New Mexico  
Policymakers in New Mexico, like those in many other states, are looking for ways to build on the 
Affordable Care Act to stabilize and increase coverage for their constituents. To help with those efforts, 
we examine the characteristics of uninsured New Mexicans, highlighting populations that could benefit 
from targeted policies. We estimate that there are 187,000 uninsured people under age 65 in New 
Mexico in 2019. This means  
Jessica Banthin, Matthew Buettgens, Linda J. Blumberg, Robin Wang, Clare Wang Pan 
December 19, 2019  
Research Report 
  
Implications of the Fifth Circuit Court Decision in Texas v. United States  
The US Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit has issued a ruling in Texas v. United States, a case that 
challenges the constitutionality of the Affordable Care Act (ACA). The Fifth Circuit remanded the case 
to the District Court; ultimately, the case is likely to be reviewed by the Supreme Court. If the Supreme 
Court finds that the entire ACA without the individual mandate penalties in place is unconstitutional 
(the argument  
Jessica Banthin, Linda J. Blumberg, Matthew Buettgens, John Holahan, Clare Wang Pan, Robin Wang 
December 19, 2019  
Brief 
  
Making the Case: The Link between Residents’ Financial Health and Cities’ Inclusive 
Growth  
A city’s ability to grow inclusively is tied to its residents’ financial health. When residents are financially 
insecure, they don’t have the same opportunity to benefit from and contribute to a city’s economic 
growth. To achieve inclusive growth, a city needs a fiscally sound budget that can fund city services 
and programs without placing undue burden on residents struggling to make ends meet; residents of 
all incomes who are  
Martha Fedorowicz, Kathryn Reynolds, Diana Elliott, Caleb Quakenbush 
December 18, 2019  
Fact Sheet 
  
Developing Solutions: Strategies to Improve Resident Financial Health and Propel 
Inclusive Growth  
As findings rooted in data and community-based work increasingly draw a clear link between financial 
health and inclusive growth, some cities are piloting strategies that address this intersection to ensure 
all residents can contribute to and benefit from the city’s economic prosperity. These solutions move 
beyond general financial education to include strategies that cut across sectors and address structural 
barriers to shared  
Kathryn Reynolds, Martha Fedorowicz, Diana Elliott, Caleb Quakenbush 
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December 18, 2019  
Fact Sheet 
  
A New Approach to Examining Disability  
The National Institutes of Health, in collaboration with Boston University, developed a new tool for 
assessing individual functional ability with funding from the Social Security Administration (SSA). The 
tool, called the Work Disability–Functional Assessment Battery (WD-FAB), uses item response theory 
and computer adaptive testing to quickly interview people and systematically map physical and mental 
health functioning. In this  
Diane Brandt, Jack Smalligan 
December 17, 2019  
Brief 
  
Potential Coverage and Federal Funding Losses for Massachusetts if Texas v. United States 
Ultimately Overturns the Affordable Care Act  
When the ACA was passed in 2010, Massachusetts and six other states had federal Medicaid waivers in 
place that expanded coverage to people not traditionally covered by Medicaid, such as low-income 
childless adults. The state’s long-standing commitment to health care coverage enabled Massachusetts 
to achieve the highest insurance rate in the country even before the ACA was in place. Nonetheless, 
the ACA increased and formalized  
Jessica Banthin, Matthew Buettgens, Linda J. Blumberg 
December 17, 2019  
Research Report 
  
Fostering Racial and Ethnic Equity and Inclusion (REEI)  
The Annie E. Casey Foundation launched Family-Centered Community Change (FCCC) in 2012 to 
support three local partnerships seeking to help parents and children in high-poverty neighborhoods 
succeed together. Recognizing the roles that inequity and exclusion play in the communities’ economic 
and social conditions, Casey provided each FCCC initiative with trainings on racial and ethnic equity and 
inclusion (REEI) beginning in 2015  
Marla McDaniel, Amelia Coffey, Marcus Gaddy, Adaeze Okoli, Charmaine Runes, Susan J. Popkin, 
Theresa Anderson 
December 16, 2019  
Brief 
  
Incorporating Two-Generation Approaches in Community Change  
Incorporating Two-Generation Approaches in Community Change The Annie E. Casey Foundation 
launched Family-Centered Community Change (FCCC) in 2012 to support three local partnerships 
seeking to help parents and children in high-poverty neighborhoods succeed together. These 
partnerships, located in Buffalo, New York; Columbus, Ohio; and San Antonio, Texas, are each 
developing a more integrated set of services, including  
Susan J. Popkin, Theresa Anderson, Amelia Coffey, Marcus Gaddy, Charmaine Runes, Marla McDaniel, 
Adaeze Okoli, Patrick Spauster 
December 16, 2019  
Research Report 
  
Unmet Charitable Food Need in Alameda County  
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Since 2018, the Urban Institute has worked collaboratively with the Alameda County Community Food 
Bank (ACCFB) to assess food insecurity and unmet needs for charitable food assistance in its service 
area. In mapping food insecurity and marginal food security rates, our goal was to help the food bank 
deepen its understanding of its diverse and rapidly evolving client base and to leverage new data 
sources and methods to determine  
Elaine Waxman, Craig Gundersen, Caroline Ratcliffe, Nathan Joo, Cary Lou, Sarah Benatar, Rebecca 
Peters 
December 16, 2019  
Research Report 
  
 
The Wistar Institute   [to 21 Dec 2019] 
https://www.wistar.org/news/press-releases 
Press Release   Dec. 19, 2019  
The Wistar Institute Received Nearly $2.5M in Philanthropic Support  
   PHILADELPHIA — (Dec. 19, 2019) — In the past six months, scientists at The Wistar Institute 
received funding from private foundations totaling $2,418,000 that will fuel new discoveries in cancer, 
immunology and infectious diseases. 
 
 
World Economic Forum    [to 21 Dec 2019] 
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/ 
Media 
No new digest content identified. 

 
 
*                      *                       *                        * 
 
 

:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will primarily monitor press/media releases announcing key initiatives and new research from a 
growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, humanitarian 
response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended to be exhaustive, but 
indicative.  
 
 

Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 21 Dec 2019] 
https://alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/ 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Blue Meridian Partners [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/ 
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Blue Meridian Partners is a new capital aggregation collaboration that plans to invest at least $1 billion 
in high-performance nonprofits that are poised to have truly national impact for economically 
disadvantaged children and youth.  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Annie E. Casey Foundation   [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clinton Foundation  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Co Impact   [to 21 Dec 2019] 
www.co-impact.io 
Co-Impact is a global philanthropic collaborative for systems change focused on improving the lives of 
millions of people around the world. 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Ford Foundation  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://www.fordfoundation.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
J. Paul Getty Trust  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://news.getty.edu/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 21 Dec 2019] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

Grameen Foundation    [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://www.grameenfoundation.org/news-events/press-room 
12/20/2019  
Sir Fazle Hasan Abed, founder of BRAC, passes away 
   It is with deep sadness that we learned of the passing of Sir Fazle Hasan Abed, the Founder of BRAC 
and a true humanitarian visionary… 
 
 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
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http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/  
Latest Updates  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
Our News 
The Conrad N. Hilton Foundation Celebrates 75 Years 
December 20, 2019 
 
Our News 
Understanding Place-Based Strategies to Strengthening Early Childhood Systems 
Young Children Affected by HIV and AIDS December 20, 2019 By Lisa Bohmer  
 
 
IKEA Foundation    [to 21 Dec 2019] 
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/ 
Stories 
How supporting social entrepreneurs benefits whole communities 
What if 130 social entrepreneurs could grow their businesses to create job and income opportunities 
for 100,000 men, women and young people? And what if they could create better lives... 
December 19, 2019 
 
Our commitments to support refugees on the path to self-reliance 
Public sector, private sector, humanitarians, refugees, everyone: we all have a responsibility to build a 
world where no one is left behind. Over the next three days, 16-18 December, IKEA... 
December 16, 2019 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 21 Dec 2019] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Kaiser Family Foundation  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
https://www.kff.org/search/?post_type=press-release 
December 16, 2019   News Release  
Health Policy Resources for Covering the Democratic Presidential Primary Debates 
A collection of key health policy resources for journalists covering the Democratic presidential primary 
debates.  
 
 
Kellogg Foundation  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
https://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media 
Selected Announcements 
Dr. Celeste A. Clark elected as board chair 
WKKF Headlines   Dec. 19, 2019 
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Foundation names Robb Gray as director of policy-advocacy 
WKKF Headlines   Dec. 17, 2019 
 
 
Aga Khan Foundation   [to 21 Dec 2019] 
https://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation 
Press Releases 
16 December 2019 
Cancer Project to benefit 1.7 million Tanzanians  
 
 
MacArthur Foundation  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://www.macfound.org/ 
What We’re Learning 
Lessons from Holistic Approaches to Conservation 
December 16, 2019  
Grantee Research  
 
Climate Solutions Big Bet: 2018 Annual Report 
December 16, 2019  
Evaluations  
 
Changing How We Support Indirect Costs  
December 16, 2019 | Perspectives  
   Nearly two years ago, MacArthur set out with four peer foundations to determine whether we were 
doing enough to help our grantees cover indirect costs when we award grants for specific projects.  
   Through this work, we learned that our Indirect Cost Policy fell short. The essential costs necessary 
to operate and run the projects we supported were not being covered. 
   We believe financial health is an essential element of a nonprofit’s ability to produce the impact we 
all seek. That is why, effective January 1, 2020, it will be the policy of the MacArthur Foundation to 
provide an indirect cost recovery of 29 percent of project costs on all new project grants, nearly double 
our current rate… 
 
 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation   [to 21 Dec 2019] 

https://mellon.org/ 
Mellon News 
Grantee News 
A Massive New Database Will Connect Billions of Historic Records to Tell the Full Story of 
American Slavery 
January 2020 
 
Grantee News 
Prison Scholars Program Receives $1 Million Mellon Foundation Grant 
December 19, 2019 
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https://mellon.org/news-blog/articles/massive-new-database-will-connect-billions-historic-records-tell-full-story-american-slavery/
https://mellon.org/news-blog/articles/prison-scholars-program-receives-1-million-mellon-foundation-grant/


   

  

    Georgetown University’s Prison Scholars Program at the DC Jail, the only co-educational prison 
program in the country, has received a $1 million grant from The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation to 
expand the program to Maryland and offer bachelor’s degrees. 
 
 
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation [to 21 Dec 2019] 
https://www.moore.org/ 
News 
Perspective: Adaptive management to maximize impact 
by: Richard Margoluis    December 18, 2019  
   … Our approach is aptly described by the concept of adaptive management — a systematic method 
for project management. It integrates design, management, monitoring and evaluation to provide a 
framework for testing assumptions, adaptation and learning. In the foundation, adaptive management 
is best captured by one of our core values, Disciplined Approach. We explicitly define it as using 
theories of change, systematically testing assumptions, evaluating impact, and using evidence to stay 
informed and make decisions… 
 
 
Open Society Foundations  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/newsroom 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://www.packard.org/news/ 
News  
A Farewell from Packard Foundation’s President and CEO Carol S. Larson 
By Carol S. Larson 
December 18, 2019 
   As I prepare to complete my tenure as President and CEO of the Packard Foundation at the end of 
the year, I want to share a note of gratitude and appreciation… 
 
 
Pew Charitable Trusts  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room 
Press Releases & Statements 
Website under site maintenance at inquiry 
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/ 
The Latest 
December 18, 2019 
Fighting poverty by modernizing the tax filing system  
Kevin O'Neil Director; Chukwudi Onike Associate, The Rockefeller Foundation  
   The Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) is one of the most effective ways of combatting poverty and 
inequality in the United States. The EITC supplements the earnings of low-income workers, especially 
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for those supporting children. Last year over 25 million Americans tax filers received an average EITC 
of about $2,500 according to the IRS. 
   For many working families, the EITC could be the difference between affording a critical medical 
expense, unexpected car repairs, or additional resources to dedicate to childcare… 
 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/  
Latest News and Highlights 
RWJF Comments on Tennessee’s Proposal to Amend TennCare II 
December 20, 2019  
    Comments submitted by Richard Besser, MD, on Tennessee’s proposal to amend TennCare II, the 
state’s ongoing Medicaid 1115 demonstration (Project No. 11-W-00151/4).  
 
 
Science Philanthropy Alliance   [to 21 Dec 2019] 
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/ 
“…a group of organizations working together to increase philanthropic support for basic scientific 
research on a global basis…” 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SDG Philanthropy Platform 
http://sdgfunders.org/ 
SDG Philanthropy Platform is a collaboration between philanthropy and the greater international 
development community led by Foundation Center, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
and Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, and supported by the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, Ford 
Foundation and the MasterCard Foundation, the Brach Family Foundation, and other key organizations 
such as Asociación de Fundaciones Empresariales (AFE) in Colombia, Brach Family Charitable 
Foundation, CAF America, Council on Foundations, East Africa Association of Grantmakers (EAAG), 
European Foundation Centre, Filantropi Indonesia (FI), GlobalGiving, The Humanitarian Forum, World 
Congress of Muslim Philanthropists, and Worldwide Initiatives for Grantmaker Support (WINGS). 
Selected Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
https://sloan.org/about/press  
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
Opinion | 11 December 2019  
Redefining public engagement with science  
by Carla Ross, Research and Evidence Lead Wellcome 
   Actively involving the public in research can help researchers solve challenges and makes 
engagement more purposeful for everyone. 
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Explainer | 10 December 2019  
How to write persuasively about drug-resistant infections  
   If you’re an advocate, policy maker or expert working on drug-resistant infections, you often need to 
write convincingly to make your audience understand and care about the issue. Here are some 
practical examples to help you do that. 
 

:::::: 
 
Candid [formerly Foundation Center and GuideStar]  [to 21 Dec 2019 
https://candid.org/about/press-room?fcref=pg 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Council on Foundations  [to 21 Dec 2019] 
https://www.cof.org/newsroom 
Wednesday, December 18, 2019 
2019 Chapman Prize Awarded to Opportunity Fund, a Leading Nonprofit Microlender 
   The Council on Foundations and the Daniel and Barbara Chapman Trust today announced 
Opportunity Fund as the recipient of the 2019 Chapman Prize…As the winner of the Chapman Prize, 
Opportunity Fund will receive a cash award of approximately $90,000 from the Trust. Virginia natives 
Colonel Chapman and Mrs. Chapman died in 2011 and 1998, respectively. At his death, Colonel 
Chapman established the Trust to recognize and honor the efforts and achievements of a charitable 
individual or organization that has made significant contributions to American society in the prior year… 

 
 
*                       *                       *                        * 
 
 

:: Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in human 
rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be exhaustive. We will 
add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon recommendation from 
readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content but note that successful access 
to some of the articles and other content may require subscription or other access arrangement unique 
to the publisher. Please suggest additional journals you feel warrant coverage. 
 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
December 2019 Volume 47, Issue 12, p1405-1524  
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
December 2019 Volume 57, Issue 6, p733-874  
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current  
[Reviewed earlier] 
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American Journal of Public Health 
January 2020  110(1) 
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
Volume 101, Issue 6, 2019  
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/14761645/101/6 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
17 December 2019 Vol: 171, Issue 12  
http://annals.org/aim/issue 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Antiquity – A Review of World Archeology 
Latest Issue: Issue 372 - December 2019 
https://antiquity.ac.uk/latest 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed 21 Dec 2019) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Global Health 
November 2019 - Volume 4 - 6 
https://gh.bmj.com/content/4/6 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 21 Dec 2019) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 21 Dec 2019) 
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Comparing alternative cholera vaccination strategies in Maela refugee camp: using a 
transmission model in public health practice  
Cholera is a major public health concern in displaced-person camps, which often contend with 
overcrowding and scarcity of resources. Maela, the largest and longest-standing refugee camp in 
Thailand, located al...  
Authors: Joshua Havumaki, Rafael Meza, Christina R. Phares, Kashmira Date and Marisa C. Eisenberg 
Citation: BMC Infectious Diseases 2019 19:1075  
Content type: Research Article 
Published on: 21 December 2019 
 
Prepared for PrEP: preferences for HIV pre-exposure prophylaxis among Chinese men who 
have sex with men in an online national survey  
Pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) is not widely available in China. Previous studies reported low 
awareness and inconclusive findings on the acceptability of PrEP among Chinese men who have sex 
with men (MSM).  
Authors: Wenting Huang, Dan Wu, Jason J. Ong, M. Kumi Smith, Fan Yang, Hongyun Fu, Weiming 
Tang and Joseph D. Tucker 
Citation: BMC Infectious Diseases 2019 19:1057  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 16 December 2019 
 
 
BMC Medical Ethics  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 
(Accessed 21 Dec 2019)  
Community perspectives on randomisation and fairness in a cluster randomised controlled 
trial in Zambia  
One important ethical issue in randomised controlled trials (RCTs) is randomisation. Relatively little is 
known about how participating individuals and communities understand and perceive central aspects of 
ra...  
Authors: Maureen Mupeta Kombe, Joseph Mumba Zulu, Charles Michelo and Ingvild F. Sandøy 
Citation: BMC Medical Ethics 2019 20:99  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 21 December 2019 
 
 
BMC Medicine 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content 
(Accessed 21 Dec 2019)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content 
(Accessed 21 Dec 2019) 
Determinants of influenza vaccination uptake in pregnancy: a large single-Centre cohort 
study  
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Although vaccination of pregnant women against influenza is recommended, the vaccination rate 
remains low. We conducted a study to identify determinants of influenza vaccination uptake in 
pregnancy in order to...  
Authors: Stéphanie Bartolo, Emilie Deliege, Ophélie Mancel, Philippe Dufour, Sophie Vanderstichele, 
Marielle Roumilhac, Yamina Hammou, Sophie Carpentier, Rodrigue Dessein, Damien Subtil and Karine 
Faure 
Citation: BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 2019 19:510  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 19 December 2019 
 
 
BMC Public Health 
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles 
(Accessed 21 Dec 2019) 
Mental health among immigrants in Germany – the impact of self-attribution and 
attribution by others as an immigrant  
In Germany, the term ‘migration background’ has been established to differentiate between immigrants 
and natives. In the present study post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), anxiety, and depression were 
analys...  
Authors: Yuriy Nesterko, Michael Friedrich, Elmar Brähler, Andreas Hinz and Heide Glaesmer 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2019 19:1697  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 18 December 2019 
 
Delayed linkage to HIV care among asylum seekers in Quebec, Canada  
Migrants represent an increasing proportion of people living with HIV in many developed countries. We 
aimed to describe the HIV care cascade and baseline genotypic resistance for newly diagnosed asylum 
seekers...  
Authors: Nadine Kronfli, Blake Linthwaite, Nancy Sheehan, Joseph Cox, Isabelle Hardy, Bertrand 
Lebouché, Alexandra de Pokomandy, Charles Frenette, Michel Roger and Marina B. Klein 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2019 19:1683  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 16 December 2019 
 
 
BMC Research Notes  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content 
(Accessed 21 Dec 2019) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Open 
December 2019 - Volume 9 - 12 
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Bulletin of the World Health Organization  
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Volume 97, Number 12, December 2019, 789-856 
https://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/97/12/en/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Child Care, Health and Development  
Volume 45, Issue 6   Pages: 773-876   November 2019 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13652214/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Clinical Therapeutics 
December 2019 Volume 41, Issue 12, p2461-2680  
http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Clinical Trials 
Volume 16 Issue 6, December 2019  
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/ctja/16/6 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Conflict and Health 
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 21 Dec 2019] 
Social ecological factors associated with experiencing violence among urban refugee and 
displaced adolescent girls and young women in informal settlements in Kampala, Uganda: 
a cross-sectional study  
Authors: Carmen H. Logie, Moses Okumu, Simon Mwima, Robert Hakiza, Kibathi Peter Irungi, Peter 
Kyambadde, Emmanuel Kironde and Manjulaa Narasimhan 
Content type: Research 
17 December 2019 
 
 
Contemporary Clinical Trials 
Volume 87   December 2019 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/contemporary-clinical-trials/vol/87/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The CRISPR Journal 
Volume 2, Issue 6 / December 2019 
https://www.liebertpub.com/toc/crispr/2/6 
Perspectives 
Genetic Protection Modifications: Moving Beyond the Binary Distinction Between Therapy 
and Enhancement for Human Genome Editing 
Rasmus Bjerregaard Mikkelsen, Henriette Reventlow S. Frederiksen, Mickey Gjerris, Bjørn Holst,  
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Poul Hyttel, Yonglun Luo, Kristine Freude, and Peter Sandøe 
Pages:362–369 
Published Online:16 December 2019 
https://doi.org/10.1089/crispr.2019.0024 
Abstract 
The current debate and policy surrounding the use of genome editing in humans typically relies on a 
binary distinction between therapy and human enhancement. Here, we argue that this dichotomy fails 
to take into account perhaps the most significant potential uses of CRISPR-Cas9 genome editing in 
humans. We argue that genetic treatment of sporadic Alzheimer's disease, breast and ovarian cancer 
predisposing BRCA1/2 mutations, and the introduction of human immunodeficiency virus resistance in 
humans should be considered within a new category of genetic protection treatments. We suggest that 
if this category is not introduced, life-altering research might be unnecessarily limited by current or 
future policy. Otherwise ad hoc decisions might be made, which introduce a risk of unforeseen moral 
costs, and might overlook or fail to address some important opportunities. 
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Pages:370–375 
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Abstract 
The social acceptability of germline genome editing (GGE) depends on its perceived safety, as well as 
respect for reproductive autonomy. However, it is doubtful that prospective parents sufficiently 
understand the risks of GGE. In the future, the use of GGE in specific situations seems plausible, as it 
offers couples potential means to safeguard genetically related future children from a serious disease 
and overcome infertility due to a gene mutation. Should GGE fail, however, some couples may be 
obliged to abort affected fetuses, or give birth to adversely affected children, which would be a 
tragedy. Some children might develop diseases later in life due to overlooked off-target mutations. 
Compounding this, some parents are unlikely to inform their offspring about the details of conception, 
hampering necessary follow-up. Prospective parents, scientists and policy makers should carefully 
discuss the safety implications of GGE for genetically related future children. 
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Special Feature: Making humanitarian action work for women and girls 
by HPN May 2019  
The theme of this edition of Humanitarian Exchange, co-edited with Women Deliver, is making 
humanitarian action work for women and girls. Despite gains, including commitments made at the 
World Humanitarian Summit, there is still much to be done to address the gendered impacts of 
humanitarian crises and improve gender-sensitive humanitarian action. 
 
In the lead article, Jacqueline Paul advocates for feminist humanitarian action based on evidence that 
improvements in women’s socio-economic status can reduce excess mortality among women after 
shocks. Jean Kemitare, Juliet Were and Jennate Eoomkham look at the role of local women’s rights 
organisations in preventing and responding to violence against women and girls, and Marcy Hersh and 
Diana Abou Abbas highlight opportunities for more concrete action on sexual and reproductive health 
in emergencies. 
 
Citing experience from Vanuatu, Jane Newnham explains how women will choose to use contraceptives 
even during a humanitarian response, when services and counselling are delivered in an appropriate 
and responsive way. Drawing on experience in Bangladesh, Tamara Fetters and colleagues challenge 
the belief that abortion is a non-essential service, or too complicated for humanitarian actors to 
provide. Darcy Ataman, Shannon Johnson, Justin Cikuru and Jaime Cundy reflect on an innovative 
programme using music therapy to help survivors of trauma. 
 
Emilie Rees Smith, Emma Symonds and Lauryn Oates highlight lessons from the STAGE education 
programme in Afghanistan, and Degan Ali and Deqa Saleh outline how African Development Solutions 
is helping women and girls take on leadership and decision-making roles in Somalia. Fiona Samuels and 
Taveeshi Gupta explore patterns of suicide among young people in Vietnam, with a particular focus on 
girls, and Subhashni Raj, Brigitte Laboukly and Shantony Moli illustrate the importance of a gendered 
approach to community-based disaster risk reduction in the South-West Pacific. Nicola Jones, Workneh 
Yadete and Kate Pincock draw on research in Ethiopia to explore the gender- and age-specific 
vulnerabilities of adolescents. The edition ends with an article by Julie Rialet-Cislaghi on how 
humanitarian responses can better address child marriage. 
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Johannes Drerup & Gottfried Schweiger 
Pages: 193-201 
Published online: 07 Nov 2019 
ABSTRACT 
This brief introduction frames a guest-edited collection of eleven contributed articles in the Journal of 
Global Ethics focused on global justice and childhood. On a general level, there is widespread 
consensus that there is a strong need for improvement in the lives of children around the globe. What 
global justice demands in this regard, however, has never been fleshed out in detail and there is only a 
little philosophical literature on this topic. Against this background, five aspects of the question of 
global justice for children need to be addressed. First, one has to take into account the debate between 
cosmopolitanism and particularism, as well as the debate as to whether and to what extent individual, 
collective or institutional actors should be prioritized. Secondly, a theory of global justice for children 
must explain how the content of global justice for children is founded and justified, and what it 
comprises. Third, different principles can be used to assess global justice for children. Only two 
prominent alternatives are mentioned here: egalitarianism and sufficiency. Fourthly, the temporal 
dimension of global justice is of particular importance for children. Fifthly, an approach focusing on the 
examination of injustices is equally necessary. 
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Journal of Humanitarian Logistics and Supply Chain Management 
Volume 9 Issue 1  2019 
https://www.emeraldinsight.com/toc/jhlscm/9/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Immigrant and Minority Health  
Volume 21, Issue 6, December 2019 
https://link.springer.com/journal/10903/21/6 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Immigrant & Refugee Studies  
Volume 18, 2019  Issue 1 
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/wimm20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Infectious Diseases 
Volume 220, Issue 6, 15 September 2019 
https://academic.oup.com/jid/issue/220/6 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of International Development 
Volume 31, Issue 8   Pages: 689-804   November 2019 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/10991328/2019/31/8 
[Reviewed earlier]  
 
 
Journal of Medical Ethics 
December 2019 - Volume 45 - 12 
http://jme.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Operations Management 
Volume 65, Issue 8   Pages: 725-826  December 2019 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/18731317/current 
Special Issue: The Digitalization of Manufacturing 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Patient-Centered Research and Reviews 
Volume 6, Issue 4 (2019) 
https://digitalrepository.aurorahealthcare.org/jpcrr/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Journal of Pediatrics 
December 2019 Volume 215, p1-292  
http://www.jpeds.com/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Pharmaceutical Policy and Practice 
https://joppp.biomedcentral.com/ 
[Accessed 21 Dec 2019] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Journal of Public Health Management & Practice 
November/December 2019 - Volume 25 - Issue 6  
https://journals.lww.com/jphmp/pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Public Health Policy 
Volume 40, Issue 4, December 2019 
https://link.springer.com/journal/41271/40/4 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Refugee & Global Health  
Volume 2, Issue 2 (2019)  
https://ir.library.louisville.edu/rgh/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of the Royal Society – Interface 
01 December 2019  Volume 16  Issue 161 
https://royalsocietypublishing.org/toc/rsif/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Travel Medicine  
Volume 26, Issue 7, 2019 
https://academic.oup.com/jtm/issue/26/7 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The Lancet 
Dec 21, 2019  Volume 394  Number 10216  p2201-2284 
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/issue/current 
Editorial 
The Rohingya people: past, present, and future 
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The Lancet 
[See Week in Review above for full text] 
 
 
The Lancet Child & Adolescent Health 
Dec 2019  Volume 3  Number 12   p835-928, e14-e16 
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanchi/issue/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Lancet Digital Health  
Dec 2019  Volume 1  Number 8  e375-e434 
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/landig/issue/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Lancet Global Health 
Dec 2019   Volume 7  Number 12  e1584-e1735 
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/issue/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Lancet Infectious Diseases 
Dec 2019   Volume 19  Number 12  p1265-1380, e404-e451 
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/issue/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Lancet Respiratory Medicine 
Dec 2019  Volume 7  Number 12  p993-1084, e37-e40 
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanres/issue/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Maternal and Child Health Journal  
Volume 23, Issue 12, December 2019 
https://link.springer.com/journal/10995/23/11 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Medical Decision Making (MDM) 
Volume 39 Issue 8, November 2019  
http://mdm.sagepub.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The Milbank Quarterly 
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Volume 97, Issue 4   Pages: 881-1242  December 2019 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14680009/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Nature 
Volume 576 Issue 7787, 19 December 2019 
http://www.nature.com/nature/current_issue.html 
Editorial | 18 December 2019  
The scientific events that shaped the decade  
The 2010s have seen breakthroughs in frontiers from gene editing to gravitational waves. The coming 
one must focus on climate change. 
 
Review Article | 18 December 2019  
Why and where an HIV cure is needed and how it might be achieved  
Current barriers and limitations to HIV treatments are reviewed, and suggestions for future steps to 
achieve an effective curative intervention are discussed. 
Thumbi Ndung’u, Joseph M. McCune & Steven G. Deeks 
 
Article | 11 December 2019  
Earliest hunting scene in prehistoric art  
A rock art panel from Sulawesi—dated to at least 43.9 thousand years ago—represents the oldest 
currently known figurative art in the world, and provides evidence of early storytelling through 
narrative hunting scenes. 
Maxime Aubert, Rustan Lebe[…] & Adam Brumm 
Abstract 
Humans seem to have an adaptive predisposition for inventing, telling and consuming stories1. 
Prehistoric cave art provides the most direct insight that we have into the earliest storytelling2,3,4,5, in 
the form of narrative compositions or ‘scenes’2,5 that feature clear figurative depictions of sets of 
figures in spatial proximity to each other, and from which one can infer actions taking place among the 
figures5. The Upper Palaeolithic cave art of Europe hosts the oldest previously known images of 
humans and animals interacting in recognizable scenes2,5, and of therianthropes6,7—abstract beings 
that combine qualities of both people and animals, and which arguably communicated narrative fiction 
of some kind (folklore, religious myths, spiritual beliefs and so on). In this record of creative expression 
(spanning from about 40 thousand years ago (ka) until the beginning of the Holocene epoch at around 
10 ka), scenes in cave art are generally rare and chronologically late (dating to about 21–14 ka)7, and 
clear representations of therianthropes are uncommon6—the oldest such image is a carved figurine 
from Germany of a human with a feline head (dated to about 40–39 ka)8. Here we describe an 
elaborate rock art panel from the limestone cave of Leang Bulu’ Sipong 4 (Sulawesi, Indonesia) that 
portrays several figures that appear to represent therianthropes hunting wild pigs and dwarf bovids; 
this painting has been dated to at least 43.9 ka on the basis of uranium-series analysis of overlying 
speleothems. This hunting scene is—to our knowledge—currently the oldest pictorial record of 
storytelling and the earliest figurative artwork in the world. 
 
 
Nature Biotechnology 
Volume 37 Issue 12, December 2019 
https://www.nature.com/nbt/volumes/37/issues/12 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Nature Genetics 
Volume 51 Issue 12, December 2019 
https://www.nature.com/ng/volumes/51/issues/12 
Mapping the regulatory wiring of the genome 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Nature Medicine 
Volume 25 Issue 12, December 2019 
https://www.nature.com/nm/volumes/25/issues/12 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Nature Reviews Genetics 
Volume 20 Issue 12, December 2019 
https://www.nature.com/nrg/volumes/20/issues/12 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Nature Reviews Immunology 
Volume 19 Issue 12, December 2019 
https://www.nature.com/nri/volumes/19/issues/12 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
New England Journal of Medicine 
December 19, 2019   Vol. 381 No. 25 
http://www.nejm.org/toc/nejm/medical-journal 
Original Articles 
Final Analysis of a Trial of M72/AS01E Vaccine to Prevent Tuberculosis 
Dereck R. Tait, M.B. et al 
   Results of an earlier analysis of a trial of the M72/AS01E candidate vaccine against Mycobacterium 
tuberculosis showed that in infected adults, the vaccine provided 54.0% protection against active 
pulmonary tuberculosis disease, without evident safety concerns. We now report the results of the 3-
year final analysis of efficacy, safety, and immunogenicity…     
   …Among adults infected with M. tuberculosis, vaccination with M72/AS01E elicited an immune 
response and provided protection against progression to pulmonary tuberculosis disease for at least 3 
years. (Funded by GlaxoSmithKline Biologicals and Aeras; ClinicalTrials.gov number, NCT01755598. 
opens in new tab.) 
 
 
Nonprofit and Voluntary Sector Quarterly 
Volume 48 Issue 6, December 2019  
http://nvs.sagepub.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Pediatrics  
December 01, 2019; Volume 144, Issue 6  
https://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/144/6?current-issue=y 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Pharmaceutics  
Volume 11, Issue 12 (December 2019) 
https://www.mdpi.com/1999-4923/11/12 
[New issue, No digest content identified] 
 
 
PharmacoEconomics  
Volume 37, Issue 12, December 2019 
https://link.springer.com/journal/40273/37/12 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
PLoS Genetics 
https://journals.plos.org/plosgenetics/ 
(Accessed 21 Dec 2019)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
PLoS Medicine 
http://www.plosmedicine.org/   
(Accessed 21 Dec 2019)  
Research Article  
Estimating the global impact of poor quality of care on maternal and neonatal outcomes in 
81 low- and middle-income countries: A modeling study  
Victoria B. Chou, Neff Walker, Mufaro Kanyangarara  
Research Article | published 18 Dec 2019 PLOS Medicine  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pmed.1002990  
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
 
PLoS Neglected Tropical Diseases 
http://www.plosntds.org/  
(Accessed 21 Dec 2019)  
[No new digest content identified]  
 
 
PLoS One 
http://www.plosone.org/ 
[Accessed 21 Dec 2019] 
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Equity in aid allocation and distribution: A qualitative study of key stakeholders in 
Northern Uganda  
Primus Che Chi, Patience Bulage, Gudrun Østby  
Research Article | published 16 Dec 2019 PLOS ONE  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0226612  
Abstract 
The Sustainable Development Goals have spurred a growing interest in and focus on equitable 
development. In theory, donors can play an important role in promoting equity within a country by 
providing services, influencing government policies and incorporating equity into decision-making. 
However, we know little about whether this actually happens on the ground. We conduct what we 
believe is the first study to explore the extent to which equity is prioritised in the allocation and 
distribution of aid, based on in-depth interviews with government officials, bilateral and international 
donors, and implementing partners operating in Northern Uganda. We find that a broad category of 
people are perceived to be marginalised/vulnerable, with a substantial segment largely untargeted by 
major donor programmes. Various stakeholders employ a wide range of strategies to identify the most 
vulnerable individuals and groups, including the use of available data and statistics, consultation and 
engagement with relevant stakeholders, and undertaking primary data collection. The strategies used 
to incorporate equity in aid allocation and distribution include: targeting the regions of Northern 
Uganda and Karamoja in particular, targeting both refugees and host populations in refugee-hosting 
districts, prioritising the critically vulnerable in any aid distribution process, and using specific tools and 
consultants to ensure that major equity issues are addressed in proposals. Challenges undermining the 
process include poor understanding of the concept of equity among some implementing partners, lack 
of comprehensively disaggregated data, corruption, and political interference in choice of aid location 
from government officials and donors. 
 
 
PNAS - Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States  
of America 
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/ 
[Accessed 21 Dec 2019] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Prehospital & Disaster Medicine 
Volume 34 - Issue 6 - December 2019  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/prehospital-and-disaster-medicine/latest-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Preventive Medicine 
Volume 129   December 2019 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/preventive-medicine/vol/129/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Proceedings of the Royal Society B 
04 December 2019    Volume 286Issue 1916 
https://royalsocietypublishing.org/toc/rspb/current 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Public Health   
Volume 177  Pages A1-A4, 1-144 (December 2019) 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/public-health/vol/177/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Public Health Ethics  
Volume 12, Issue 3, November 2019 
http://phe.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Public Health Reports 
Volume 134 Issue 6, November/December 2019  
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/phrg/134/6 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Qualitative Health Research  
Volume 29 Issue 14, December 2019  
http://qhr.sagepub.com/content/current 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Refugee Survey Quarterly 
Volume 38, Issue 4, December 2019 
http://rsq.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
 [Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Research Ethics 
Volume 15 Issue 3-4, July-October 2019  
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/reab/current 
Original Article: Empirical 
Enhancing ethics review of social and behavioral research: developing a review template in 
Ethiopia 
Africa is increasingly becoming an important region for health research, mainly due to its heavy burden 
of disease, socioeconomic challenges, and inadequate health facilities. Regulatory capacities, in terms 
of ethical review processes, are also generally weak. The ethical assessment of social and behavioral 
research is relatively neglected compared to the review of biomedical and clinical studies, which led us 
to develop an ethics review assessment tool for use in the review of social and behavioral research in 
Ethiopia, which could potentially be of value in low- and middle-income settings. 
Liya Wassie, Senkenesh Gebre-Mariam, Geremew Tarekegne, Stuart Rennie 
First Published August 19, 2019; pp. 1–23 
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Research integrity: environment, experience, or ethos? 
Research integrity has gained attention in the general public as well as in the research community. We 
wanted to investigate knowledge, attitudes, and practices amongst researchers that have recently 
finished their PhD and compare this to their responses during their PhD fellowship. In particular, we 
wanted to investigate whether their attitudes are related to their experiences of their immediate 
research environment. 
Bjørn Hofmann, Søren Holm 
First Published October 14, 2019; pp. 1–13 
 
 
Reproductive Health 
http://www.reproductive-health-journal.com/content 
[Accessed 21 Dec 2019]  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Revista Panamericana de Salud Pública/Pan American Journal of Public Health 
(RPSP/PAJPH)  
https://www.paho.org/journal/en 
Latest articles 
20 Dec 2019 
Operational research in the context of advancing towards tuberculosis elimination in the 
Americas 
Editorial | English |  
 
 
Risk Analysis     
Volume 39, Issue 12   Pages: 2599-2790  December 2019 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/15396924/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Risk Management and Healthcare Policy 
https://www.dovepress.com/risk-management-and-healthcare-policy-archive56 
[Accessed 21 Dec 2019]  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Science  
20 December 2019  Vol 366, Issue 6472 
http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl 
Special Issue: 2019 Breakthrough of the Year   
Darkness made visible 
By Daniel Clery 
Science20 Dec 2019 : 1434-1435 Full Access 
   An international team of astronomers has produced the first ever image of a black hole. 
  
Runners-up 
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By Elizabeth Pennisi, Elizabeth Culotta, Kai Kupferschmidt, Adrian Cho, Paul Voosen, Jennifer Couzin-
Frankel 
Science20 Dec 2019 : 1436-1441 Full Access 
Summary 
The runners up for Science's 2019 Breakthrough of the Year include discoveries in different areas of 
evolution. The culturing and sequencing of an elusive microbe sheds light on the early evolution of life 
on Earth; the discovery that a fossilized jaw belongs to a group of ancient humans called Denisovans 
and the reconstruction of the face of a Denisovan girl from genetic data bring these mysterious people 
into focus; several studies documented the devastation and subsequent recovery of life around the 
planet following the asteroid impact that wiped out the big dinosaurs; and a close-up look at an object 
in the outer Solar System supports a new notion of planetary formation and evolution. Other advances 
named by Science are the attainment of a milestone in quantum computing called quantum supremacy, 
the approval of a drug that combats most cases of cystic fibrosis, research on gut microbes that has 
led to the development of supplements to treat severe childhood malnutrition, the testing of two drugs 
that dramatically increase Ebola patients' chances of survival, and the development of an artificial 
intelligence program that beat some of the world's best poker experts in games involving multiple 
players. 
   
Breakdowns of the year 
By Erik Stokstad, Meredith Wadman, Elizabeth Pennisi, David Malakoff 
Science20 Dec 2019 : 1442-1443 Full Access 
   What went wrong in the world of science in 2019. 
 
Policy Forum 
Biotechnologies nibbling at the legal “human” 
By Bartha Maria Knoppers, Henry T. Greely 
Science20 Dec 2019 : 1455-1457 Full Access 
Recent advances in the biosciences invite reconsideration of fundamental legal concepts such as the 
definition of “human” 
Summary 
The law has always viewed living human beings—and the tissues, organs, and other body parts derived 
from them—as special and different from the nonliving, nonhuman. But bioscientific advances are 
nibbling away at classical legal boundaries that form the bedrock of the normative structures on which 
societies are based. Recent developments such as in human genetics, neuroscience, and cell and tissue 
research pose qualitatively different challenges than what has come before, seeming to blur legal 
distinctions between human beings and other living organisms, between living human beings and dead 
ones, and between human tissues and cells and nonhuman ones. Although cognizant of the important 
bioethical and philosophical debates surrounding the issues raised, we focus on how legal systems may 
respond to these bioscience challenges to traditional binary, legal classifications. Determining whether 
some “thing” is now some “one” carries with it profound implications for the rights and obligations the 
law recognizes for “humans.” Although it may be tempting to think that these new developments 
require us to reconsider the time-honored legal definitions of humans, living humans, or human tissue, 
we suggest that current legal dualisms can be applied in ways that provide adequate flexibility to allow 
weighing the many issues that surround developments in genetics, neurosciences, and cellular 
bioengineering and challenge how we legally define what is “human.” 
 
 
Science Translational Medicine  

https://science.sciencemag.org/content/366/6472/1442
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/366/6472/1442
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/366/6472/1455
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/366/6472/1455


   

  

18 December 2019   Vol 11, Issue 523 
https://stm.sciencemag.org/ 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Social Science & Medicine 
Volume 242   December 2019 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/social-science-and-medicine/vol/242/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Stability: International Journal of Security & Development  
http://www.stabilityjournal.org/articles 
[Accessed 21 Dec 2019]  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Stanford Social Innovation Review 
Fall 2019   Volume 17, Number 4  
https://ssir.org/issue/fall_2019# 
   Nonprofit organizations seeking to raise money often assume certain things, such as that women 
have less capacity to give than men. In fact, women now make up half the US workforce and are the 
primary breadwinners in two-thirds of US families. Learn more about this and other misconceptions in 
the cover story in the Fall 2019 issue of Stanford Social Innovation Review, “Eight Myths of US 
Philanthropy.” 
 
 
Sustainability 
Volume 11, Issue 18 (September-2 2019)  
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/11/18 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Systematic Reviews  
https://systematicreviewsjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles 
[Accessed 21 Dec 2019]  
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