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:: Week in Review  
A highly selective capture of strategic developments, research, commentary, analysis and 
announcements spanning Human Rights Action, Humanitarian Response, Health, Education, Holistic 
Development, Heritage Stewardship, Sustainable Resilience. Achieving a balance across these broad 
themes is a challenge and we appreciate your observations and ideas in this regard. This is not 
intended to be a "news and events" digest. 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Human Development Report 2019 – Beyond income, beyond averages, beyond today:  
Inequalities in human development in the 21st century 
UNDP   2019  :: 366 pages 
PDF: http://hdr.undp.org/sites/default/files/hdr2019.pdf 
 
Press Release 
To answer global protests, tackle new inequalities -- UN report  
2019 Human Development Report says business as usual will not solve new generation of inequalities  
Bogota, December 9, 2019 – The demonstrations sweeping across the world today signal that, 
despite unprecedented progress against poverty, hunger and disease, many societies are 
not working as they should. The connecting thread, argues a new report from the United 
Nations Development Programme (UNDP), is inequality.  
 
“Different triggers are bringing people onto the streets -- the cost of a train ticket, the price of petrol, 
demands for political freedoms, the pursuit of fairness and justice. This is the new face of inequality, 
and as this Human Development Report sets out, inequality is not beyond solutions,” says UNDP 
Administrator, Achim Steiner.  
 
The 2019 Human Development Report (HDR), entitled “Beyond income, beyond averages, beyond 
today: inequalities in human development in the 21st Century,” says that just as the gap in basic living 
standards is narrowing for millions of people, the necessities to thrive have evolved.  
 
A new generation of inequalities is opening up, around education, and around technology 
and climate change -- two seismic shifts that, unchecked, could trigger a ‘new great 
divergence’ in society of the kind not seen since the Industrial Revolution, according to the 
report.  
 
In countries with very high human development, for example, subscriptions to fixed broadband are 
growing 15 times faster and the proportion of adults with tertiary education is growing more than six 
times faster than in countries with low human development… 
 
…The 2019 Human Development Index (HDI) and its sister index, the 2019 Inequality-
Adjusted Human Development Index, set out that the unequal distribution of education, 
health and living standards stymied countries’ progress. By these measures, 20 per cent of 
human development progress was lost through inequalities in 2018… 
 
Planning beyond today  

http://hdr.undp.org/en/2019-report
http://hdr.undp.org/sites/default/files/hdr2019.pdf
http://hdr.undp.org/sites/default/files/en_press_release_2019_hdr_on_inequality.pdf


   

  

Looking beyond today, the report asks how inequality may change in future, looking 
particularly at two seismic shifts that will shape life up to the 22nd century:  
 
• The climate crisis: As a range of global protests demonstrate, policies crucial to tackling the 
climate crisis like putting a price on carbon can be mis-managed, increasing perceived and actual 
inequalities for the less well-off, who spend more of their income on energy-intensive goods and 
services than their richer neighbours. If revenues from carbon pricing are ‘recycled’ to benefit 
taxpayers as part of a broader social policy package, the authors argue, then such policies could reduce 
rather than increase inequality.  
 
• Technological transformation: Technology, including in the form of renewables and energy 
efficiency, digital finance and digital health solutions, offers a glimpse of how the future of inequality 
may break from the past, if opportunities can be seized quickly and shared broadly. There is historical 
precedent for technological revolutions to carve deep, persistent inequalities – the Industrial Revolution 
not only opened up the great divergence between industrialized countries and those who depended on 
primary commodities; it also launched production pathways that culminated in the climate crisis.  
 
The change that is coming goes beyond climate, says the report, but a ‘new great divergence’, driven 
by artificial intelligence and digital technologies, is not inevitable. The HDR recommends social 
protection policies that would, for example, ensure fair compensation for ‘crowdwork’, investment in 
lifelong learning to help workers adjust or change to new occupations, and international consensus on 
how to tax digital activities – all part of building a new, secure and stable digital economy as a force for 
convergence, not divergence, in human development.  
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Development Finance – World Bank Replenishment 
 
Global Community Renews Commitment to the World’s Poorest Countries with $82 Billion 
Focus on jobs, gender, fragility, climate, and good governance 
STOCKHOLM, December 13, 2019 — A global coalition of development partners announced today their 
commitment to maintain momentum in the fight against extreme poverty, with $82 billion for the 
International Development Association (IDA), the World Bank’s fund for the poorest. The financing, 
which includes more than $53 billion for Africa, will help countries invest in the needs of their people, 
boost economic growth, and bolster resilience to climate shocks and natural disasters… 
 
Two thirds of the world’s poor—almost 500 million people—now live in countries supported by IDA. The 
funding will allow IDA to reinforce its support to job creation and economic transformation, good 
governance, and accountable institutions. It will also help countries deal with the challenges posed by 
climate change, gender inequality, and situations of fragility, conflict, and violence, including in the 
Sahel, the Lake Chad region, and the Horn of Africa. 
 
IDA will renew its support to facilitate growth and regional integration, including investments in quality 
infrastructure. The IDA Private Sector Window will continue enabling the International Finance 
Corporation (IFC) and the Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency (MIGA) to mobilize private sector 
investment in challenging environments, a critical component to meet the scale of financing needed in 
developing countries. 

http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2019/12/13/global-community-renews-commitment-to-the-worlds-poorest-countries-with-82-billion


   

  

 
IDA’s resources are replenished every three years; this 19th replenishment will cover the period from 
July 1, 2020, to June 30, 2023. The new funding will support projects that deliver life-changing results, 
including: 
:: Essential health, nutrition, and population services for up to 370 million people; 
:: Safe childbirth for up to 80 million women through provision of skilled health personnel; 
:: Enhanced access to broadband internet for 50 to 60 million people; 
:: Immunizations for up to 140 million children; 
:: Better governance in up to 60 countries through improved statistical capacity; 
:: An additional 10 GW of renewable energy generation capacity. 
 
To promote greater equity and economic growth, IDA will also tackle broader development challenges, 
such as enhancing debt sustainability and transparency; harnessing and adapting to transformative 
digital payment technology; promoting inclusion of those living with disabilities; strengthening the rule 
of law; and investing in human capital, including efforts to achieve universal health coverage… 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
World Bank Group Strategy for Fragility, Conflict and Violence [FCV] 2020-2025 
December 5, 2019 :: 69 pages 
Timeframe: April 2019 - January 2020 
Draft Strategy for Fragility, Conflict and Violence (.pdf) 

Phase 2 consultations are open until January 16, 2019. 
   The World Bank Group has released its draft strategy for Fragility, Conflict and Violence (FCV). The 
objective of the strategy is to address the drivers of FCV in affected countries and their impact on 
vulnerable populations, with the ultimate goal of contributing to peace and prosperity. To ensure the 
strategy benefits from a wide range of inputs, the World Bank Group is undertaking global 
consultations to inform the strategy’s development. 
 
Introduction 
1. By 2030, around half of the world’s extreme poor will live in fragile and conflict-affected 
situations (FCS). Preventing and mitigating fragility, conflict, and violence (FCV) is central to 
achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the World Bank Group’s (WBG) twin goals of 
ending extreme poverty and promoting shared prosperity. It will also support the international 
community’s broader efforts to promote peace and prosperity. 
 
2. The global fragility landscape has worsened significantly. According to Pathways for Peace: 
Inclusive Approaches to Preventing Violent Conflict, there are more violent conflicts globally than at any 
time in the past 30 years,6 and the world is also facing the largest forced displacement crisis ever 
recorded. Rising inequality, lack of opportunity, and exclusion are fueling grievances and perceptions of 
injustice. Climate change, demographic change, migration, digital transformation, illicit financial flows, 
and violent extremism are often interconnected, with effects that transcend borders. These factors can 
increase vulnerability to shocks and crises and create regional spillovers. They can cause lasting and 
devastating impacts, especially on women, children, and youth, that will be felt for generations. 
Without swift and effective action, FCV risks could both erode gains made in the fight against poverty 
and undermine the prospects for progress. 
 

https://consultations.worldbank.org/consultation/world-bank-group-strategy-fragility-conflict-and-violence
http://consultations.worldbank.org/sites/default/files/consultations/1636/2019-12/DRAFT_WBG_Strategy_for_FCV-December_5_2019.pdf


   

  

3. The objective of the FCV Strategy is to enhance the WBG’s effectiveness to support 
countries in addressing the drivers and impacts of FCV and strengthening their resilience, 
especially for the most vulnerable populations. To this end, the strategy sets out a framework to 
support countries in addressing diverse challenges across the FCV spectrum. While FCV challenges are 
often more longstanding and acute in low-income and lower-middle income countries (LICs and 
LMICs), the strategy also addresses countries at higher levels of income that are affected by high levels 
of violence, forced displacement shocks, and subnational conflict. The FCV Strategy builds on 
successive IEG reviews of WBG engagement in FCV settings, portfolio reviews and lessons learned in 
FCS, to systematically address the root causes of fragility and long-term risks that can drive or 
exacerbate conflict and violence. 
 
4. This strategy is among the WBG’s contributions to the collective global effort to tackle 
FCV. While the WBG strives to increase its direct impact on FCV, it also approaches this task with 
humility. It  
recognizes the intractable challenges of FCV, and that the full commitment of local and national actors  
is imperative to achieve progress. The WBG has prioritized supporting countries’ efforts to mitigate FCV  
and promote peace, and is committed to deepening partnerships with a diverse set of actors, based on 
respective complementarities and comparative advantages. 
 
5. This strategy has greatly benefitted from extensive global consultations held during 
2019. The consultations engaged a wide range of partners, including governments, international 
organizations, global and local civil society, and the private sector. They captured lessons learned and 
best practices  
such as: (i) the need to tailor interventions and financing to the distinct FCV challenges faced by a  
country; (ii) the importance of supporting the most vulnerable and marginalized groups, and 
addressing the grievances underlying and driving FCV; (iii) the importance of vibrant and inclusive 
private sector development to support job creation and provide economic opportunities; and (iv) the 
recognition of the crucial role of partnerships in FCV settings to address the drivers and impacts of 
FCV… 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Heritage Stewardship – Emergencies 
 
Safeguarding intangible cultural heritage in emergencies: a priority for the Heritage 
Emergency Fund - UNESCO 
13 December 2019 
   “Safeguarding intangible cultural heritage in emergencies is not a luxury: it helps address the human 
dimension of crises, enabling individuals and communities to maintain their sense of identity and 
dignity, and thus withstand and recover from crises,” said Ernesto Ottone R., UNESCO Assistant 
Director-General for Culture at a special event, “Safeguarding Intangible Cultural Heritage in Crises,” 
which was held on 12 December in Bogotá (Colombia), during the 14th session of the 
Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage. 
 
   This rationale also underpinned the creation of UNESCO’s Heritage Emergency Fund, which helps 
secure the safeguarding of living heritage - traditional practices, festivals, rituals and more. Living 

https://en.unesco.org/news/safeguarding-intangible-cultural-heritage-emergencies-priority-heritage-emergency-fund
https://en.unesco.org/news/safeguarding-intangible-cultural-heritage-emergencies-priority-heritage-emergency-fund
https://en.unesco.org/news/safeguarding-intangible-cultural-heritage-emergencies-priority-heritage-emergency-fund


   

  

heritage is central to the life of communities and it comes under particularly serious threat in times of 
crises such as civil strife, war and disasters, both natural and human-induced. 
 
   The event showcased 15 emergency preparedness and response activities concerning living heritage 
that were conducted in 14 countries with the assistance of the Heritage Emergency Fund. These 
include the participatory identification of needs with community leaders, Post-Disaster Needs 
Assessments by cultural experts, emergency interventions and capacity-building for cultural institutions. 
Such measures help national authorities and local communities recover from emergencies by reviving 
vital elements of their cultural life. 
 
These activities have also played a key role in the development of the “Operational principles and 
modalities for safeguarding intangible cultural heritage in emergencies”, which were endorsed by the 
Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage during its 14th session. The 
Operational Principles were designed to help guide States Parties to UNESCO’s 2003 Intangible Cultural 
Heritage Convention, and other national and international stakeholders in ensuring that intangible 
cultural heritage is effectively engaged, and safeguarded, in times of crises and recovery. 
 
Since its establishment in 2016, the Heritage Emergency Fund has received the support of the Qatar 
Fund for Development, the Kingdom of Norway, the Government of Canada, the Principality of Monaco, 
the Republic of Estonia, the Kingdom of the Netherlands, the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, the 
Principality of Andorra, the Republic of Slovakia and the Republic of Serbia. 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
The Lego Foundation Awards US $100 Million Grant to the International Rescue Committee 
to Bring Learning through Play to Children Impacted by Crises in Ethiopia and Uganda  
The Lego Foundation 
The “PlayMatters” partnership will bring the power of learning through play to nearly one million 
children, teachers and caregivers. 
 
Billund, Denmark - 10 December 2019- Today, the LEGO Foundation is awarding a US$100 million 
grant to a consortium led by the International Rescue Committee (IRC) to promote play-based, early 
learning solutions for pre-primary and primary school aged children impacted by the humanitarian 
crises in East Africa and living in Ethiopia and Uganda. This major initiative, called  PlayMatters, 
will deliver play-based learning  to children, strengthening their resilience and building 
their social, emotional, cognitive, physical and creative skills. The grant will be 
implemented in partnership with War Child, Plan International, Ubongo, Behavioural 
Insights Team and Innovations for Poverty Action. 
 
“We are contributing to fulfil the international promise to children, supported by the United Nations, 
that every child has the right to an education and every refugee should be included in sustainable long-
term solutions that help them in their future. We have to do our best to ensure it is realised,” said 
Thomas Kirk Kristiansen, Chairman of the LEGO Foundation. “Play provides comfort. It helps children to 
overcome traumatic experiences, and to return to the routine and normalcy of being a child. With this 
new grant, the LEGO Foundation continues to address a pressing challenge of our time and change the 
way the world thinks about learning through play and its importance for children in crisis settings.” 
 

https://www.legofoundation.com/en/about-us/news/the-lego-foundation-awards-us-100-million-grant-to-the-international-rescue-committee-to-bring-learning-through-play-to-children-impacted-by-crises-in-ethiopia-and-uganda/?fbclid=IwAR3U2AHundgzD38fm8HRUFT-_-JS5tbkxHGFzpoXVvbmIdk3VSmDqQXgyl8
https://www.legofoundation.com/en/about-us/news/the-lego-foundation-awards-us-100-million-grant-to-the-international-rescue-committee-to-bring-learning-through-play-to-children-impacted-by-crises-in-ethiopia-and-uganda/?fbclid=IwAR3U2AHundgzD38fm8HRUFT-_-JS5tbkxHGFzpoXVvbmIdk3VSmDqQXgyl8


   

  

Through this initiative, IRC and its partners will work in Ethiopia and Uganda, with the potential of 
expanding to a third country in East Africa. PlayMatters will improve education outcomes for 
approximately 800,000 children and reach approximately 10,000 pre-primary and primary 
school teachers and education personnel and 170,000 primary caregivers, who will receive 
training to engage in learning through play with children who have faced adversities. 
 
“Children in these humanitarian crises did not choose to be refugees and it is unacceptable that an 
entire generation is deprived of  quality childhood education. We know that investing in play-based 
learning interventions is key to addressing toxic stress and trauma for young children in refugee 
settings as learning through play helps to develop social and emotional skills, builds resilience, and 
strengthens brain connections essential for future development. Through this new initiative, we will 
work with teachers in the host communities, focus on innovation to ensure systemic and lasting impact, 
and share these approaches across aid agencies for replication. The children in these largely forgotten 
crises in Ethiopia and Uganda deserve the power of learning through play and the hope that it can 
bring for a bright future,” said John Goodwin, CEO of the LEGO Foundation. 
 
This new initiative addresses the Global Compact for Refugees’ (GCR) request for the international 
community to support governments to find durable solutions for the crisis, especially as the 
governments of Ethiopia and Uganda, who have expressed intention to better respond to the 
challenge. In that regard, the partnership will focus on working closely with the governments of 
Ethiopia, Uganda, and a third country which have been leaders in the region to integrate refugees into 
national systems. 
 
“We know that nearly half of all refugees are children, but humanitarian funding still 
thinks of education as just an add-on. We need big solutions with bold ideas that put 
education at the forefront of humanitarian response,” said David Miliband, President and CEO 
of the International Rescue Committee. “With the LEGO Foundation’s investment in play-based learning 
and the IRC’s expertise in reaching the most vulnerable, this partnership has the potential to reshape 
education for a generation of refugee children.”… 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
UNICEF Press release 
Despite significant increase in birth registration, a quarter of the world’s children remain 
‘invisible’ 
Proportion of registered births increased almost 20 per cent over past decade, yet 166 million children 
under-five have never been officially recorded 
NEW YORK, 11 December 2019 – The number of children whose births are officially registered has 
increased significantly worldwide, yet 166 million children under-five, or 1 in 4, remain 
unregistered, according to a new report released by UNICEF today on its own 73rd birthday. 
 
Birth Registration for Every Child by 2030: Are we on track? – which analyses data from 174 countries 
– shows that the proportion of children under-five registered globally is up around 20 per cent from 10 
years ago – increasing from 63 per cent to 75 per cent. 
 
“We have come a long way but too many children are still slipping through the cracks, uncounted and 
unaccounted for,” said UNICEF Executive Director Henrietta Fore. “A child not registered at birth is 

https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/despite-significant-increase-birth-registration-quarter-worlds-children-remain
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/despite-significant-increase-birth-registration-quarter-worlds-children-remain
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/despite-significant-increase-birth-registration-quarter-worlds-children-remain
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/despite-significant-increase-birth-registration-quarter-worlds-children-remain
https://data.unicef.org/resources/birth-registration-for-every-child-by-2030


   

  

invisible – nonexistent in the eyes of the government or the law. Without proof of identity, children are 
often excluded from education, health care and other vital services, and are more vulnerable to 
exploitation and abuse.” 
 
Global progress is driven largely by great strides in South Asia, particularly in Bangladesh, India and 
Nepal. In India, the proportion of registered children rose from 41 per cent in 2005-2006 to 80 per cent 
in 2015-2016. In recent years, UNICEF has worked with the Government of India to prioritize birth 
registration across states by increasing and improving access to registration centres, training officials 
and community workers and rolling out public awareness programmes, particularly amongst the most 
vulnerable communities. 
 
By contrast, the majority of countries in sub-Saharan Africa lag behind the rest of the world, with 
Ethiopia (3 per cent), Zambia (11 per cent*) and Chad (12 per cent) recording the lowest levels of 
registered births globally… 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Children – Liberty, Rights 
 
Global Study on Children Deprived of Liberty 
November 2019 :: 789 pages 
PDF of Full Study: https://omnibook.com/Global-Study-2019 
Manfred Nowak, Independent Expert  
 
United Nations High Level Interagency Task Force (UNITF) 
Najat MAALLA M’JID - The Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Violence against 
Children  
Virginia GAMBA - The Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict 
The Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) 
The United Nations Children’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF) 
The United Nations Office of Drugs and Crime (UNODC) 
The United Nations Refugee Agency (UNHCR) 
The United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC) 
The World Health Organization (WHO)  
The International Organization for Migration (IOM) 
 
 
Press Release 
United Nations Task Force calls on Member States to end children’s 
deprivation of liberty 
Geneva/ New York – October 8 – The United Nations Task Force supporting the Global 
Study on Children Deprived of Liberty calls on Member States to put an end to children’s 
deprivation of liberty, following the submission and presentation of a report by the 
Independent Expert to the UN General Assembly. 
 
The Independent Expert’s report highlights that while this year marks the 30th anniversary of 
the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, a landmark treaty aiming at 

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/StudyChildrenDeprivedLiberty/Pages/Index.aspx
https://omnibook.com/Global-Study-2019
http://srsg.violenceagainstchildren.org/
http://srsg.violenceagainstchildren.org/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/
http://www.ohchr.org/
http://www.unicef.org/
https://www.unodc.org/
http://www.unhcr.org/
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx
https://www.who.int/
https://www.iom.int/
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/CRC/StudyChildrenDeprivedLiberty/PR_8Oct2019.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/CRC/StudyChildrenDeprivedLiberty/PR_8Oct2019.pdf


   

  

promoting and protecting the rights of children’s worldwide, countless children still suffer 
violations of their basic human rights. The UN Task Force further notes that in adopting the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development Member States made a clear commitment to 
leave no child behind and yet, children deprived of liberty continue to be one of the most 
vulnerable, invisible and forgotten groups in societies across the globe. The UN Task Force 
joins the Independent Expert in calling on States to end the deprivation of liberty of children 
or those at most risk as a matter of urgency. The Task Force emphasizes that it is indeed 
time to put the most vulnerable first. 
 
Children around the world are deprived of their liberty in closed institutions, psychiatric 
centres or detention facilities, sometimes together with adults. Furthermore, children are 
detained for national security, armed conflict or migration-related reasons. They are 
denied family care and access to justice, often unable to challenge the legality of their 
detention. 
 
These children are exposed to further human rights violations, enduring cruel, inhumane 
and/or degrading conditions. Furthermore, they are often denied the right to education, 
and health care, and do not benefit from tailored and long-term rehabilitation and 
reintegration support. Deprivation of liberty has a destructive impact on children’s physical 
and mental development, and often compounds trauma they have suffered. 
 
The UN Task Force believes that the presentation of the report creates a unique momentum 
to learn from children and Member States’ experiences. The UN Task Force member 
organizations express their strong commitment to work together with Member States, civil 
society and children themselves to end children’s deprivation of liberty and safeguard their 
rights as enshrined in the Convention on the Rights of the Child and other international 
standards, and further re-affirmed in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 
 
In December 2014 the United Nations General Assembly (A/RES/69/157, paragraph 52d) 
invited the UN Secretary-General to commission an in-depth global study on children 
deprived of liberty. In October 2016, Professor Manfred Nowak was designated as the 
Independent Expert to lead the Global Study development. The Independent Expert 
submitted his final report on the Study (A/74/136) to the General Assembly during its 
seventy-fourth session and presents his main findings, conclusions and recommendations to 
the Third Committee of the General Assembly on 8 October 2019. 
 
:::::: 
 
UNGA - A/74/136 
Promotion and protection of the rights of children 
11 July 2019 
A. General recommendations [p.18] 
98. The Independent Expert strongly recommends that States make all efforts to significantly reduce 
the number of children held in places of detention and prevent deprivation of liberty before it occurs, 
including addressing the root causes and pathways leading to deprivation of liberty in a systemic and 
holistic manner. 
 



   

  

99. To address the root causes of deprivation of liberty of children, States should invest significant 
resources to reduce inequalities and support families to empower them to foster the physical, mental, 
spiritual, moral and social development of their children, including children with disabilities. 
 
100. In all decisions that may lead to the detention of children, the Independent Expert calls upon 
States to most rigorously apply the requirement of article 37 (b) of the Convention on the Rights of the 
Child that deprivation of liberty shall be applied only as a measure of last resort in exceptional cases, 
and that the views of children shall be heard and taken duly into account. 
 
101. The Independent Expert calls upon States to repeal all laws and policies that permit the 
deprivation of liberty of children on the basis of an actual, or perceived, impairment. 
 
102. If detention is unavoidable under the particular circumstances of a case, it shall be applied only 
for the shortest appropriate period of time. States have an obligation to apply child-friendly conditions, 
without any discrimination. Children shall not be exposed to neglect, violence, sexual abuse or 
exploitation, ill-treatment, torture and inhuman conditions of detention. States should ensure that 
children have access to essential services aimed at their rehabilitation and reintegration into society, 
including education, vocational training, family contacts, sports and recreation, adequate nutrition, 
housing and health care. Health services in detention shall be of a standard equivalent to that 
available in the community at large. 
 
103. Since children have the right under article 12 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child to 
actively participate in all matters directly affecting their lives, they shall be empowered to 
influence decisions relating to their treatment and enjoyment of such essential services 
and have the right to effective remedies, as well as to lodge complaints to an independent 
and impartial authority on any grievances and human rights violations during detention. 
Furthermore, States are strongly encouraged to ratify the third Optional Protocol to the Convention on 
the Rights of the Child on a communications procedure, enabling children to further seek redress for 
violations of their rights. 
 
104. States are strongly encouraged to ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture 
and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment and to establish independent and 
effective national preventive mechanisms with a particular expertise, to conduct visits to places where 
children are, or may be, deprived of liberty. 
 
105. States should enhance the capacity, by means of investing in human resources, 
awareness-raising and systematic education and training, of all professionals who work 
with and for children in decisions leading to their deprivation of liberty, and those who are 
responsible for their well -being while in detention. This applies to the police, judges, prosecutors, 
prison guards, psychiatrists, medical personnel, psychologists, educators, probation officers, social 
workers, child protection and welfare officers, asylum and migration personnel and any other 
individuals in contact with children at risk of 
deprivation, or deprived, of liberty. 
 
106. States are strongly encouraged to establish an appropriate system of data collection at the 
national level, involving all relevant ministries and other State agencies, coordinated by a focal point. 
Whenever possible, data on children should be obtained directly from them in accordance 



   

  

with the principle of informed consent and self-identification. When necessary, such 
information should be supplemented by data concerning their parents or primary caregivers. 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Emergencies 
 
Ebola – DRC+ 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
 
Ebola Outbreak in DRC 71: 10 December 2019 
Situation Update 
   In the week of 2 to 8 December 2019, eleven new confirmed Ebola virus disease (EVD) cases 

were reported from four health zones in North Kivu and Ituri provinces in Democratic Republic of 
the Congo… As of 8 December 2019, a total of 3324 EVD cases were reported, including 3206 

confirmed and 118 probable cases, of which 2209 cases died (overall case fatality ratio 66%). Of 
the total confirmed and probable cases, 56% (1873) were female, 28% (939) were children aged 

less than 18 years, and 5% (164) were healthcare workers… 
 
…Vaccines 
:: From 8 August 2018 to 10 December 2019, 256 381 persons were vaccinated with the rVSV-ZEBOV-
GP Ebola vaccine.  
 
:: Vaccination with the Johnson & Johnson vaccine (Ad26.ZEBOV/MVA-BN-Filo) continued in the 
Karisimbi Health Zone, with 1300 people vaccinated as of 10 December 2019 since its introduction on 
14 November 2019.  
 
:: In the last 21 days (date of confirmation 17 November – 9 December 2019), there have been 12 
rings opened covered the 35 reported cases.  
 
:::::: 
 
Johnson & Johnson Announces Commitment to Support Republic of Rwanda's 
Preparedness Against Ebola Outbreak 
Up to 200,000 Regimens of Janssen's Investigational Ebola Vaccine to be Supplied to Rwanda for Use 
in Border Region near Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) 
   NEW BRUNSWICK, N.J., Dec. 8, 2019 /PRNewswire/ -- Johnson & Johnson (NYSE: JNJ) today 
announced that its Janssen Pharmaceutical Companies will provide up to 200,000 Ebola vaccine 
regimens to the Republic of Rwanda. This commitment will support a new immunization program led 
by the Rwanda Government that aims to help protect the country's citizens from the Ebola outbreak in 
neighboring Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC). The first batches of Janssen vaccine have been 
delivered to the country, and further shipments are being organized. 
   On July 17, 2019, the World Health Organization (WHO) declared the DRC Ebola outbreak a Public 
Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC). More than 3,300 cases, including more than 2,200 
deaths, have been reported to date, making the outbreak second only to the 2014-2016 West Africa 
epidemic, and raising concerns about its potential to cross international borders. In October, the 

https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/330093/SITREP_EVD_DRC_20191210-eng.pdf
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/johnson--johnson-announces-commitment-to-support-republic-of-rwandas-preparedness-against-ebola-outbreak-300971018.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/johnson--johnson-announces-commitment-to-support-republic-of-rwandas-preparedness-against-ebola-outbreak-300971018.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/johnson--johnson-announces-commitment-to-support-republic-of-rwandas-preparedness-against-ebola-outbreak-300971018.html#financial-modal


   

  

Johnson & Johnson announced that the DRC would begin using the Janssen investigational vaccine as 
part of an expanded response to the outbreak.  
   "Johnson & Johnson recognizes the Rwandan Government's decision to proactively deploy Janssen's 
investigational Ebola vaccine to help prevent the spread of the disease into the country," said Paul 
Stoffels, M.D., Vice Chairman of the Executive Committee and Chief Scientific Officer of Johnson & 
Johnson. "We stand ready to support Rwanda's initiative on epidemic preparedness."… 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
POLIO   
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
 
Polio this week as of 11 December 2019   
 
Summary of new viruses this week (AFP cases and ES positives):  
:: Pakistan — three WPV1 cases, nine WPV1 positive environmental samples and nine cVDPV2 
positive environmental samples;  
:: Democratic Republic of the Congo (DR Congo) — three cVDPV2 cases;  
:: Angola — 12 cVDPV2 cases and two cVDPV2 positive environmental samples;  
:: Ethiopia — two cVDPV2 cases;  
: Malaysia — one cVDPV1 case;  
:: Philippines — one cVDPV1 case and three cVDPV2 cases 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Editor’s Note: 
WHO has posted a refreshed emergencies page which presents an updated listing of Grade 3,2,1 
emergencies as below. 
 
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
Democratic Republic of the Congo  
:: Ebola Outbreak in DRC 71: 10 December 2019 
 
Mozambique floods   - No new digest announcements identified 
Nigeria - No new digest announcements identified 
Somalia - No new digest announcements identified 
South Sudan   - No new digest announcements identified 
Syrian Arab Republic  - No new digest announcements identified 
Yemen - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
Iraq  
:: Iraqi cancer data for 2017‒2018 announced   9 December 2019 ‒ Recently announced data from 
Iraq’s national cancer registry indicate that there are over 31,500 cancer and tumor-related cases in 

https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=2664202-1&h=2610769905&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.jnj.com%2Fjohnson-johnson-announces-donation-of-up-to-500-000-regimens-of-janssens-investigational-ebola-vaccine-to-support-outbreak-response-in-democratic-republic-of-the-congo-drc&a=announced
http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cod/en/
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/330093/SITREP_EVD_DRC_20191210-eng.pdf
https://afro.who.int/countries/mozambique
http://www.who.int/emergencies/nigeria/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/somalia/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ssd/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/syr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/yem/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/countries/irq/index.html
http://www.emro.who.int/irq/iraq-news/cancer-data-for-20172018-announced-in-iraq.html


   

  

Iraq as of 2017‒2018. Cancer is considered one of the leading causes of mortality in the country, 
contributing to an estimated 11% of total deaths… 
 
Afghanistan - No new digest announcements identified 
Angola   - No new digest announcements identified 
Burkina Faso [in French]  - No new digest announcements identified 
Burundi  - No new digest announcements identified 
Cameroon  - No new digest announcements identified 
Central African Republic - No new digest announcements identified 
Ethiopia - No new digest announcements identified 
HIV in Pakistan - No new digest announcements identified 
Iran floods 2019 - No new digest announcements identified 
Libya - No new digest announcements identified 
Malawi floods - No new digest announcements identified 
Measles in Europe - No new digest announcements identified 
MERS-CoV  - No new digest announcements identified 
Myanmar  - No new digest announcements identified 
Niger - No new digest announcements identified 
occupied Palestinian territory  - No new digest announcements identified 
Sudan - No new digest announcements identified 
Ukraine - No new digest announcements identified 
Zimbabwe - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 1 Emergencies  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
Djibouti  
:: Djibouti mène une campagne de vaccination de masse pour protéger les enfants contre la 
poliomyélite tandis que des flambées sévissent dans la Corne de l’Afrique  
   5 décembre 2018 – L’analyse préliminaire des données de la campagne indique le succès d’une 
tournée de vaccination dans un pays exempt de poliomyélite confronté à un risque d’importation. 
   Au cours de la dernière semaine du mois d’octobre, le ministère de la Santé de Djibouti, en 
collaboration avec l’OMS, l’UNICEF et d’autres partenaires, a mené avec succès les premières journées 
nationales de vaccination antipoliomyélitique conduites dans le pays depuis 2015… 
 
Chad  - No new digest announcements identified 
Kenya   - No new digest announcements identified 
Mali  - No new digest announcements identified 
Namibia - viral hepatitis  - No new digest announcements identified 
Tanzania  - No new digest announcements identified 
  
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – L3 Emergencies 
The UN and its humanitarian partners are currently responding to three 'L3' emergencies. This is the 
global humanitarian system's classification for the response to the most severe, large-scale 
humanitarian crises.  

https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/afg/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/angola
https://www.afro.who.int/fr/countries/burkina-faso
https://www.afro.who.int/countries/burundi
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cmr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/caf/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/eth/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/pak/pakistan-news/pakistan-hiv-outbreak-in-sindh-province.html
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/irn/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/lby/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/malawi
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/communicable-diseases/measles-and-rubella
http://www.who.int/emergencies/mers-cov/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mmr/en/
http://afro.who.int/fr/countries/niger
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/opt/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/sdn/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ukr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/zwe/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/fr/countries/dji/
http://www.emro.who.int/fr/dji/djibouti-news/djibouti-mene-une-campagne-de-vaccination-de-masse-pour-proteger-les-enfants-contre-la-poliomyelite-tandis-que-des-flambees-sevissent-dans-la-corne-de-lafrique.html
http://www.emro.who.int/fr/dji/djibouti-news/djibouti-mene-une-campagne-de-vaccination-de-masse-pour-proteger-les-enfants-contre-la-poliomyelite-tandis-que-des-flambees-sevissent-dans-la-corne-de-lafrique.html
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tcd/en/
http://www.afro.who.int/countries/kenya
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mli/en/
http://afro.who.int/news/baseline-assessment-national-viral-hepatitis-response-namibia
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tza/en/
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies


   

  

Syrian Arab Republic  - No new digest announcements identified 
Yemen - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Corporate Emergencies 
When the USG/ERC declares a Corporate Emergency Response, all OCHA offices, branches and 
sections provide their full support to response activities both at HQ and in the field. 
Editor’s Note: 
Ebola in the DRC has bene added as a OCHA “Corporate Emergency” this week: 
CYCLONE IDAI and Kenneth  
:: 10 Dec 2019  Kassala, Sudan: Life with hard choices 
 
EBOLA OUTBREAK IN THE DRC  
:: République démocratique du Congo Rapport de situation, 13 décembre 2019 
FAITS SAILLANTS (13 déc. 2019) 
:: Au moins 600 000 personnes sont estimées être affectées par des inondations dans 12 provinces, 
causées par des pluies diluviennes survenues en octobre 
:: Des besoins importants sont rapportés, en particulier dans les secteurs de l’eau, hygiène 
assainissement, abris/ articles ménagers essentiels, sécurité alimentaire et santé 
:: La réponse à l’impact de ces inondations est coordonnée par le Gouvernement de la RDC au niveau 
central et provincial, avec l’appui des acteurs humanitaires. 
:: Des activités d’assistance sont en cours ou en préparation par les acteurs humanitaires dans 8 des12 
provinces affectées, mais de nombreux besoins ne sont pas couverts. 
:: Alors que la décrue a commencé, il est essentiel de privilégier une approche visant à soutenir les 
mécanismes de résilience de la population déjà existants 
 

 
*                      *                       *                        * 

 

Agency/Government/IGO Watch 
We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for key 
media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on regional or global 
level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific coverage is limited. Please 
suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
 
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly  
[to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://www.un.org/press/en 
Selected Meetings/Press Releases/Announcements 
12 December 2019  
SC/14046 
Engaging, Mobilizing Young People Integral to Fostering Long-Term Peace, Security 
Council Stresses in Presidential Statement 
The Security Council today encouraged Member States to comprehensively engage young people in 
fostering durable peace, building upon the initiative “Silencing the Guns in Africa by 2020” and on the 
Council’s 2 October debate on mobilizing young people towards that goal. 
 

https://www.unocha.org/syria
https://www.unocha.org/yemen
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/southern-and-eastern-africa-rosea/cyclone-idai
https://www.unocha.org/southern-and-eastern-africa-rosea/cyclones-idai-and-kenneth
https://www.unocha.org/story/kassala-sudan-life-hard-choices
https://www.unocha.org/drc
https://reliefweb.int/report/democratic-republic-congo/r-publique-d-mocratique-du-congo-rapport-de-situation-13-d-cembre
https://www.un.org/press/en
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sc14046.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sc14046.doc.htm


   

  

11 December 2019  
GA/12225 
General Assembly Adopts Inclusive Global Health Resolution, as Several Delegates Reject 
Language on Protecting Reproductive Rights, Promoting Access to Medicine 
While the General Assembly today adopted, without a vote, a draft resolution on global health and 
foreign policy that aims at strengthening health-care systems, some delegations rejected language 
referring to reproductive rights, contending that abortion should not be recognized as a right, and 
called for a vote on two paragraphs. 
 
9 December 2019  
SG/SM/19902 
Secretary-General Calls on Donors to Boost Emergency Response Fund Pledges as Number 
of Conflicts, Extreme Weather Events Rise 
Following are UN Secretary-General António Guterres’ remarks at the high-level pledging conference for 
the United Nations Central Emergency Response Fund, in New York  
 
 
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true  
Top News 
UN Human Rights Office report on Chile crisis describes multiple police violations and calls 
for reforms 
 
Press briefing on India 
 
UN Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination publishes findings on Cambodia, 
Colombia, Ireland, Israel and Uzbekistan 
 
Press briefing on Iran (Islamic Republic of) 
 
Press briefing note on Syria 
 

 
United Nations Human Rights Council  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL 
Council News 
Human Rights Council Elects Elisabeth Tichy-Fisslberger of Austria as its President for 
2020  
09/12/2019 
 
 
Committee on the Rights of the Child [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the sale and sexual exploitation of children   [to 14 Dec 2019] 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/ga12225.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/ga12225.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sgsm19902.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sgsm19902.doc.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25423&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25423&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25425&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25429&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25429&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25394&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25395&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=25409&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=25409&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx


   

  

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx  
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed 
Conflict [to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict 
[to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights   [to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx 
Latest news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable 
standard of physical and mental health  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples   [to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx 
Latest news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx


   

  

 
UN OCHA [to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://www.unocha.org/  
Selected Press Releases     
[Website not responding at inquiry] 
 
 
Centre for Humanitarian Data/HDX  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://centre.humdata.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNICEF  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases 
Selected Statements, Press Releases, Reports 
Statement 
The United Nations Network on Migration Commemorates First Anniversary of the 
Adoption of the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration 
11/12/2019  
 
Press release 
Despite significant increase in birth registration, a quarter of the world’s children remain 
‘invisible’ 
   Proportion of registered births increased almost 20 per cent over past decade, yet 166 million 
children under-five have never been officially recorded 
10/12/2019  
 
Press release 
COP25: UNICEF Global Chief of Communication Paloma Escudero remarks at high-level 
UNICEF-OHCHR event 
As prepared 
09/12/2019  
 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html 
Selected Announcements  
UNHCR head appeals to South Sudan parties to ensure long-lasting peace 
13 Dec 2019  
 
Malta joins global efforts to address statelessness  
13 Dec 2019  
 
UNHCR urges intensified support for displaced Afghans and refugee hosting nations 
13 Dec 2019  
 
Comment by Andrew Harper, UNHCR’s newly appointed Special Advisor on Climate Action, 
who is attending this year’s UN Climate Change Conference, known as COP 25, in Madrid 

https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases
https://centre.humdata.org/
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/united-nations-network-migration-commemorates-first-anniversary-adoption-global
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/united-nations-network-migration-commemorates-first-anniversary-adoption-global
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/united-nations-network-migration-commemorates-first-anniversary-adoption-global
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/united-nations-network-migration-commemorates-first-anniversary-adoption-global
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/despite-significant-increase-birth-registration-quarter-worlds-children-remain
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/despite-significant-increase-birth-registration-quarter-worlds-children-remain
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/despite-significant-increase-birth-registration-quarter-worlds-children-remain
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/despite-significant-increase-birth-registration-quarter-worlds-children-remain
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/cop25-unicef-global-chief-communication-paloma-escudero-remarks-high-level-unicef
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/cop25-unicef-global-chief-communication-paloma-escudero-remarks-high-level-unicef
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/cop25-unicef-global-chief-communication-paloma-escudero-remarks-high-level-unicef
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/cop25-unicef-global-chief-communication-paloma-escudero-remarks-high-level-unicef
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/12/5df3451c4/unhcr-head-appeals-south-sudan-parties-ensure-long-lasting-peace.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/12/5df3451c4/unhcr-head-appeals-south-sudan-parties-ensure-long-lasting-peace.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/12/5df3451c4/unhcr-head-appeals-south-sudan-parties-ensure-long-lasting-peace.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/12/5df3a7454/malta-joins-global-efforts-address-statelessness.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/12/5df3a7454/malta-joins-global-efforts-address-statelessness.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/12/5df3a7454/malta-joins-global-efforts-address-statelessness.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/12/5df3a7454/malta-joins-global-efforts-address-statelessness.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2019/12/5df3508b4/unhcr-urges-intensified-support-displaced-afghans-refugee-hosting-nations.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2019/12/5df3508b4/unhcr-urges-intensified-support-displaced-afghans-refugee-hosting-nations.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2019/12/5df3508b4/unhcr-urges-intensified-support-displaced-afghans-refugee-hosting-nations.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2019/12/5df3508b4/unhcr-urges-intensified-support-displaced-afghans-refugee-hosting-nations.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/12/5df104b64/comment-andrew-harper-unhcrs-newly-appointed-special-advisor-climate-action.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/12/5df104b64/comment-andrew-harper-unhcrs-newly-appointed-special-advisor-climate-action.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/12/5df104b64/comment-andrew-harper-unhcrs-newly-appointed-special-advisor-climate-action.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/12/5df104b64/comment-andrew-harper-unhcrs-newly-appointed-special-advisor-climate-action.html


   

  

11 Dec 2019  
 
Sporting world pledge support for refugees, ahead of next week’s Global Refugee Forum 
Over 80 organizations join UNHCR and the International Olympic Committee to help young refugees 
discover their potential through sports. 
10 Dec 2019  
 
IOM, UNHCR support strengthening Caribbean dialogues on refugees, migrants 
9 Dec 2019  
 
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
Selected Announcements 
Mediterranean Migrant Arrivals Reach 104,644 in 2019; Deaths Reach 1,246  
2019-12-13 15:57 
Geneva – IOM reports that 104,644 migrants and refugees have entered Europe by sea through 11 
December, roughly a 6 per cent decrease from the 110,851 arriving during the same period last year.   
 
UNHCR and IOM: Over 5,000 Somali Refugees Voluntarily Returned Home from Yemen 
Since 2017 
2019-12-12 20:54 
Sana’a – The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and the International 
Organization for Migration (IOM) have helped 5,087 Somali refugees return home from Yemen since 
2017. 
 
The United Nations Network on Migration Commemorates First Anniversary of the 
Adoption of the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration  
2019-12-11 17:33 
GENEVA - The United Nations Network on Migration commemorates this first anniversary of the 
adoption in Marrakech, Morocco, of the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration (Global 
Compact) and celebrates the world’s 272 million migrants and their important role and... 
 
IOM, H&M Group to Promote Ethical Recruitment and Protect Migrant Workers  

2019-12-10 09:30 
Geneva  – The International Organization for Migration (IOM) and H&M Group yesterday (09/12) 
signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to promote cooperation and mutual assistance in 
relation to the ethical recruitment and protection of migrant workers in global supply... 
 
 
UNAIDS [to 14 Dec 2019]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
Selected Press Releases/Reports/Statements 
9 December 2019 
Barriers to PrEP must be removed  
   Oral pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) has shown considerable impact in reducing new HIV infections 
when provided as an additional HIV prevention choice to gay men and other men who have sex with 
men, transgender people and sex workers. 

https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/12/5df104b64/comment-andrew-harper-unhcrs-newly-appointed-special-advisor-climate-action.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/12/5dee28304/sporting-world-pledge-support-refugees-ahead-next-weeks-global-refugee.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/12/5dee28304/sporting-world-pledge-support-refugees-ahead-next-weeks-global-refugee.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/12/5dee28304/sporting-world-pledge-support-refugees-ahead-next-weeks-global-refugee.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/12/5dee28304/sporting-world-pledge-support-refugees-ahead-next-weeks-global-refugee.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/12/5dee28304/sporting-world-pledge-support-refugees-ahead-next-weeks-global-refugee.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/12/5dee28304/sporting-world-pledge-support-refugees-ahead-next-weeks-global-refugee.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/12/5defc7df5a/iom-unhcr-support-strengthening-caribbean-dialogues-on-refugees-migrants.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/12/5defc7df5a/iom-unhcr-support-strengthening-caribbean-dialogues-on-refugees-migrants.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/12/5defc7df5a/iom-unhcr-support-strengthening-caribbean-dialogues-on-refugees-migrants.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/12/5defc7df5a/iom-unhcr-support-strengthening-caribbean-dialogues-on-refugees-migrants.html
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases
https://www.iom.int/news/bangladeshi-migrants-return-home-libya-ioms-assistance
https://www.iom.int/news/bangladeshi-migrants-return-home-libya-ioms-assistance
https://www.iom.int/news/mediterranean-migrant-arrivals-reach-104644-2019-deaths-reach-1246-0
https://www.iom.int/news/unhcr-and-iom-over-5000-somali-refugees-voluntarily-returned-home-yemen-2017
https://www.iom.int/news/unhcr-and-iom-over-5000-somali-refugees-voluntarily-returned-home-yemen-2017
https://www.iom.int/news/united-nations-network-migration-commemorates-first-anniversary-adoption-global-compact-safe
https://www.iom.int/news/united-nations-network-migration-commemorates-first-anniversary-adoption-global-compact-safe
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-hm-group-promote-ethical-recruitment-and-protect-migrant-workers
http://www.unaids.org/en
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2019/december/barriers-to-prep-must-be-removed


   

  

   PrEP is now being rolled out in sub-Saharan Africa for serodiscordant couples and adolescent girls 
and young women who are at higher risk of HIV infection. Uptake is high when community-level stigma 
and misconceptions are addressed, when women and girls are provided with accurate and relevant 
messaging about PrEP and when PrEP is framed as an empowering prevention method and a positive 
life choice. 
   However, further global expansion of PrEP requires countries to address regulatory issues and other 
barriers that are stopping people who want to use PrEP from doing so. 
 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 14 Dec 2019]  
 
WHO commemorates the 40th anniversary of smallpox eradication 
Historic milestone underscores urgent need to invest in global health security and universal health 
coverage 
13 December 2019   News release   Geneva, Switzerland 
[See Milestones above for detail] 
 
WHO gets new advice on curbing deadly noncommunicable diseases 
10 December 2019   News release   Muscat, Oman  
World leaders and health experts, today, handed 8 recommendations to WHO’s Director-General, Dr 
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, that could save millions of lives and promote mental health. The WHO 
Independent High-level Commission on noncommunicable diseases was convened by Dr Tedros in 
October 2017 to identify innovative ways to curb the world’s leading causes of death: cardiovascular 
disease, cancers, diabetes, respiratory diseases and mental health conditions. 
 
The Commission highlighted that noncommunicable diseases still account for more than 70% of deaths 
and stressed that, “progress against NCDs and mental health conditions must be greatly accelerated if 
the 2030 Agenda is to succeed.” It also noted that many countries face challenges and need more 
support to implement solutions. 
 
The report laid out a set of 8 recommendations for WHO: 
   :: Encourage Heads of State and Government to fulfil their commitment to provide strategic 
leadership by involving all relevant government departments, businesses, civil society groups as well as 
health professionals and people at risk from or suffering from NCDs and mental health conditions. 
  :: Support countries in efforts to empower individuals to make healthy choices, including by ensuring 
that the environment is conducive to living a healthy life, and that people receive the information they 
need to make healthy choices. 
   :: Encourage countries to invest in the prevention and control of NCDs and mental health conditions 
as a key opportunity to enhance human capital and accelerate economic growth. 
   :: Advise countries to include services to prevent and treat NCDs and mental health as essential 
components of Universal Health Coverage. 
   :: Ensure that no one falls into poverty because they have to pay for health care out of their own 
pockets through the provision of adequate social protection for everyone. 
   :: Increase engagement with businesses and provide technical support to Member States so they can 
mount effective national responses to NCDs and mental health conditions. 
   :: Encourage governments to promote meaningful engagement with civil society. 
   :: Advocate for the establishment of a multi-donor trust fund to support countries in activities to 
reduce NCDs and promote mental health. 

https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/13-12-2019-who-commemorates-the-40th-anniversary-of-smallpox-eradication
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/10-12-2019-who-gets-new-advice-on-curbing-deadly-noncommunicable-diseases


   

  

 
:::::: 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO      
No new digest content identified. 
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
:: Countries must reduce barriers to access and increase financing in primary care to ensure Universal 
Health in the Americas. (12/12/2019)  
:: Projects in Colombia and Peru win Social Innovation in Health prizes (12/09/2019) 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
:: WHO congratulates Sri Lanka for eliminating mother-to-child transmission of HIV, Syphilis 
10 December 2019   News release 
 
WHO European Region EURO  
No new digest content identified. 
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: Early Warning Alert and Response Network launched in Djibouti to detect epidemic-prone diseases   
11 December 2019 
:: Saving Somali children from vaccine-preventable diseases   8 December 2019 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
::  14 October 2019 | Feature story   Addressing the needs of ageing populations 
:: 12 December 2019  News release    WHO hosts dialogue on climate change and health 
:: 11 October 2019   News release  Region’s leaders discuss need to protect health in relation to 
climate change and the environment 
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2019/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
Selected Press Releases/Announcements 
Presentation of 2019 Human Development Report 
Posted on December 13, 2019 
[See Week in Review above for detail] 

http://www.afro.who.int/
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=466:2008-media-center-press-releases&Itemid=40108&lang=en
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15643&catid=740&Itemid=1926&lang=en
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15643&catid=740&Itemid=1926&lang=en
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15630&catid=740&Itemid=1926&lang=en
http://www.searo.who.int/
https://www.who.int/southeastasia/news/detail/10-12-2019-who-congratulates-sri-lanka-for-eliminating-mother-to-child-transmission-of-hiv-syphilis
http://www.euro.who.int/
http://www.emro.who.int/
http://www.emro.who.int/pandemic-epidemic-diseases/news/early-warning-alert-and-response-network-launched-in-djibouti-to-detect-epidemic-prone-diseases.html
http://www.emro.who.int/som/somalia-news/saving-somali-children-from-vaccine-preventable-diseases-the-first-phase-of-nation-wide-integrated-polio-and-measles-vaccination-campaign-concluded-in-somalia-with-high-coverage.html
http://www.wpro.who.int/
https://www.who.int/westernpacific/news/feature-stories/detail/addressing-the-needs-of-ageing-populations
https://www.who.int/westernpacific/news/detail/12-12-2019-who-hosts-dialogue-on-climate-change-and-health
https://www.who.int/westernpacific/news/detail/11-10-2019-region%E2%80%99s-leaders-discuss-need-to-protect-health-in-relation-to-climate-change-and-the-environment
https://www.who.int/westernpacific/news/detail/11-10-2019-region%E2%80%99s-leaders-discuss-need-to-protect-health-in-relation-to-climate-change-and-the-environment
https://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2019/
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/speeches/2019/presentation-of-2019-human-development-report.html


   

  

 
Opening remarks at COP25 High-Level Event 
Posted on December 11, 2019 
 
Keynote Speech at COP25  
Posted on December 11, 2019 
 
To answer global protests, tackle new inequalities: 2019 Human Development Report 
The 2019 Human Development Report, entitled “Beyond income, beyond averages, beyond today: 
inequalities in human development in the 21st Century,” says that just as the gap in basic living 
standards…    
Posted on December 9, 2019 
 
 
UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
Latest News 
13 Dec 2019 | New publication: Climate Strategies 2020  
 
 
UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://www.unenvironment.org/ 
News 
13 Dec 2019  Press release  
 
Measures backing green finance more than doubled since 2015, UN figures show 
  Madrid, 13 December 2019 – As world leaders gather in Madrid to drive climate action, figures 
released by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) show that the number of policy and regulatory 
measures backing green… 
 
10 Dec 2019  Press release  
New Alliance for Hydromet Development to strengthen developing countries’ early 
warnings and climate information capacity  
   Madrid, 10 November 2019 – Twelve international organizations providing assistance to developing 
countries came together at the UN Climate Change Conference today to launch the Alliance for 
Hydromet Development.… 
 
 
UNDRR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://www.unisdr.org/archive 
12 Dec 2019 

http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/speeches/2019/remarks-at-cop25-high-level-event.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/speeches/2019/keynote-speech-at-cop25-.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/news/2019/To_answer_global_protests_tackle_new_inequalities_2019_Human_Development_Report.html
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/
https://www.ctc-n.org/news/new-publication-climate-strategies-2020
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/
https://www.unenvironment.org/
https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/press-release/measures-backing-green-finance-more-doubled-2015-un-figures-show
https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/press-release/new-alliance-hydromet-development-strengthen-developing-countries
https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/press-release/new-alliance-hydromet-development-strengthen-developing-countries
http://www.unisdr.org/archive


   

  

Reducing disaster risk for Rohingya refugees 
   During last year's monsoon season, over 40,000 Rohingya refugees were affected by landslides and 
floods. UN agencies, Bangladesh Red Crescent and other NGO partners are working to reduce disaster 
risk in the camps with a strong focus on the environment. 
 
 
UN DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/  
Latest News 
[Website not responding at inquiry] 
 
 
UNESCO  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://en.unesco.org/news 
Latest News 
Safeguarding intangible cultural heritage in emergencies: a priority for the Heritage 
Emergency Fund  
13 December 2019 
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
Aalst Carnival removed from the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of 
Humanity 
12 December 2019 
  The Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of 
Humanity today decided to remove Aalst Carnival (Belgium) from the Representative List of the 
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. 
   Further to a proposal submitted by the Secretariat of UNESCO and a note verbale from the Kingdom 
of Belgium to UNESCO requesting the removal of the element, the Committee based its decision on the 
fact that the recurrence of racist and antisemitic representations is incompatible with the fundamental 
principles of the 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage. It notably 
states in its Second Article, that “consideration will be given solely to such intangible cultural heritage 
as is compatible with existing international human rights instruments, as well as with the requirements 
of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals…” 
   UNESCO stands by its founding principles of dignity, equality and mutual respect among peoples and 
condemns all forms of discrimination, including racism, antisemitism, islamophobia and xenophobia. 
 
Launch of UNESCO Report on Museums and Collections 
09 December 2019 
   UNESCO has launched a new report on the implementation of UNESCO’s Recommendation on 
Museums and Collections, reflecting the responses of 56 countries to a global consultation on museums 
launched by UNESCO, in cooperation with the International Council of Museums (ICOM) and regional 
experts. 
   Recognizing the key role that museums play in promoting sustainable development, bolstering the 
creative economy and promoting social cohesion, the report examines existing legislation and statistics 
concerning museums, as well as the implementation of national museum policies and measures. It 
highlights the challenges faced by countries worldwide in empowering museums to fulfill their mission, 
and provides examples of good practices at the national level.  

https://www.unisdr.org/archive/69549
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news.html
http://en.unesco.org/news
https://en.unesco.org/news/safeguarding-intangible-cultural-heritage-emergencies-priority-heritage-emergency-fund
https://en.unesco.org/news/safeguarding-intangible-cultural-heritage-emergencies-priority-heritage-emergency-fund
https://en.unesco.org/news/aalst-carnival-removed-representative-list-intangible-cultural-heritage-humanity
https://en.unesco.org/news/aalst-carnival-removed-representative-list-intangible-cultural-heritage-humanity
https://en.unesco.org/news/launch-unesco-report-museums-and-collections
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000371549
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000371549


   

  

   This Report will serve as a roadmap for the implementation of the 2015 Recommendation concerning 
the Protection and Promotion of Museums and Collections, their Diversity and their role in Society, 
which reaffirms the importance of museums for UNESCO’s mandate. 
 
 
International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS)  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://www.icomos.org/en/ 
Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp 
11/12/2019 –  
Statement by the United Nations Network on Migration_International Migrants Day 
 
09/12/2019 –  
Statement of the UNODC Executive Director on Human Rights Day  
 
 
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://unhabitat.org/ 
News and Stories 
Waste Wise Cities Campaign (WWCC) reaches 100 member cities! 
Wednesday 11 December, 2019  
 
 
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ILO International Labour Organization  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm 
Blog 
What happened when I left university with the wrong skills   
11 December 2019  
A social science graduates discovers why studying STEM subjects is important for young people, 
business and the economy. 
 
UN Climate Change Conference - COP25 
Climate Action for Jobs Initiative launched by UN Secretary-General and ILO Director-
General   
10 December 2019  
Launched at the COP25 in Madrid, the Climate Action for Jobs Initiative is designed to support 
countries in implementing their national climate action commitments, while ensuring that jobs, well-
being and a just transition remain at the heart of climate responses. 
 

https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000246331
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000246331
https://www.icomos.org/en/
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/releases/2019/December/statement-by-the-united-nations-network-on-migration_international-migrants-day.html
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/releases/2019/December/statement-of-the-unodc-executive-director-on-human-rights-day.html
http://unhabitat.org/
https://unhabitat.org/story-wwcc-100-cities
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm
https://iloblog.org/2019/12/11/what-happened-when-i-left-university-with-the-wrong-skills/
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_732270/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_732270/lang--en/index.htm


   

  

50th anniversary of the ILO office in Argentina 
"Argentina and the ILO can build a future with social justice"   
10 December 2019  
Director-General Guy Ryder has made a two-day visit to the Argentine capital during which he led the 
celebration for the 50th anniversary of the ILO office in the country. 
 
Blog 
Inclusion and diversity in the labour market: A call for LGBT labour statistics   
09 December 2019  
Equal opportunities for employment and equal treatment in employment are a key part of decent work. 
For LGBT+ workers facing labour market discrimination around the world, this is far from a reality. But 
in order to know the extent and forms of this discrimination, we need labour statistics on LGBT+ 
people. 
 
 
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://www.icao.int/  
Latest News and Highlights  
ICAO leaders appreciate historic contributions to African and global aviation as ASECNA 
celebrates its 60th Anniversary 
13/12/19 
 
 
IMO International Maritime Organization  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx 
Latest Press Briefings  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release 
10 December 2019  
Alliance for Hydromet Development launched  
   Twelve international organizations providing assistance to developing countries came together at the 
UN Climate Change Conference today to launch the Alliance for Hydromet Development.  
   The members of the Alliance have committed collectively to ramp up action that strengthens the 
capacity of developing countries to deliver high-quality weather forecasts, early warning systems, 
water, hydrological and climate services.  Known for short as “hydromet” services, these underpin 
resilient development by protecting lives, property and livelihoods.  
 
 
UPU  Universal Postal Union   [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://news.upu.int/no_cache/news/ 
News 
Solution Spotlight: Implementing the EAD roadmap with PTC solutions 
   10.12.2019 - The UPU’s electronic data interchange network, Post*Net, is one of the first solutions 
being opened to wider postal sector players. Coupled with a new Electronic Advance Data App for 
customers, the UPU is making strides to connect the entire postal supply chain from end to end. 

http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_732143/lang--en/index.htm
https://ilostat.ilo.org/2019/12/09/inclusion-and-diversity-in-the-labour-market-a-call-for-lgbt-labour-statistics/
http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/ICAO-leaders-appreciate-historic-contributions-to-African-and-global-aviation-as-ASECNA-celebrates-its-60th-Anniversary.aspx
https://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/ICAO-leaders-appreciate-historic-contributions-to-African-and-global-aviation-as-ASECNA-celebrates-its-60th-Anniversary.aspx
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release/alliance-hydromet-development-launched
http://news.upu.int/no_cache/news/
http://news.upu.int/no_cache/nd/implementing-the-ead-roadmap-with-ptc-solutions/


   

  

 
 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Organization for Standardization (ISO)  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/ 
News 
By Clare Naden on 13 December 2019  
Building resilient cities with new International Standard  
   A smart city is a resilient city, able to handle all the challenges of a changing world while keeping 
essential functions running. But how can a city know its level of resilience? A new International 
Standard has just been published to help.  
 
By Clare Naden on 9 December 2019  
ISO at COP 25: International Standards are key to carbon transitions  
   International Standards help countries meet climate change commitments and move towards carbon 
neutrality, according to leading sustainability experts who spoke at an ISO side event at the COP 25 in 
Madrid, Spain.  
 
 
UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://www.unwto.org/news 
News 
All Regions  
Major New Study To Assess Tourism’s Growing Commitment To Sustainable Development 
13 Dec 2019  
 
All Regions  
Preserving Cultural Identities for the Future of Tourism 
13 Dec 2019  
 
All Regions   
Tourism’s Growth Across All Regions Strengthens Sector’s Potential To Contribute To 
Sustainable Development Agenda 
12 Dec 2019 
    
 
WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/ 
Press Releases 
WIPO Begins Public Consultation Process on Artificial Intelligence and Intellectual 
Property Policy 
   The World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) today launched a public consultation process on 
artificial intelligence (AI) and intellectual property (IP) policy, inviting feedback on an issues paper 

http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html
https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/
https://www.iso.org/news/ref2464.html
https://www.iso.org/news/ref2462.html
https://www.unwto.org/news
https://www.unwto.org/major-new-study-to-assess-tourisms-growing-commitment-to-sustainable-development
https://www.unwto.org/preserving-cultural-identities-for-the-future-of-tourism
https://www.unwto.org/news/tourisms-growth-across-all-regions-strengthens-sectors-potential-to-contribute-to-sustainable-development-agenda
https://www.unwto.org/news/tourisms-growth-across-all-regions-strengthens-sectors-potential-to-contribute-to-sustainable-development-agenda
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/
https://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/articles/2019/article_0017.html
https://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/articles/2019/article_0017.html


   

  

designed to help define the most-pressing questions likely to face IP policy makers as AI increases in 
importance. 
Dec 13, 2019 PR/2019/843 
 
 
CBD  Convention on Biological Diversity [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://www.cbd.int/press-releases/  
2019-12-11  
Statement by Elizabeth Maruma Mrema, Acting Executive Secretary, Convention on 
Biological Diversity on the occasion of International Mountain Day 
 
:::::: 
 
USAID [to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Announcements 
USAID Signs Memorandum of Understanding with Child Relief International  
December 13, 2019 
   The U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) with Child Relief International to further the systematic approach of USAID's Development 
Innovation Ventures (DIV) to maximizing measurable development outcomes worldwide. DIV is 
USAID's open innovation program that identifies, pilots, and tests breakthrough solutions that 
demonstrate rigorous evidence of impact, cost-effectiveness, and viable pathways to scale and 
sustainability. 
 
USAID Responds to the Deadly Outbreak of Measles in Samoa  
December 11, 2019 
   The U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) is funding the World Health Organization 
(WHO) to help coordinate international aid for the outbreak of measles in the Independent State of 
Samoa. USAID is providing $200,000 in disaster assistance to fund the WHO's coordination of, and 
support for, international efforts to respond to the highly contagious disease. 
 
Statement From USAID Administrator Mark Green On International Human Rights Day  
December 10, 2019 
   To commemorate International Human Rights Day, the U.S. Agency for International Development 
(USAID) reaffirms our commitment to promote and protect the basic rights of all individuals in the 
countries in which we work as we help them build towards self-reliance and citizen-responsive 
governance. 
 
 
DFID  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development 
Press Releases 
New team of British medics to tackle measles outbreak in Samoa over Christmas as crisis 
continues to claim children’s lives  
   Second UK-aid funded Emergency Medical Team (UK EMT) will be deployed to help tackle the deadly 
measles outbreak in Samoa. 
From: Department for International Development    Updated: 9 December 2019  

https://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/articles/2019/article_0017.html
http://www.cbd.int/press-releases/
https://www.cbd.int/doc/speech/2019/sp-2019-12-11-mountain-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/speech/2019/sp-2019-12-11-mountain-en.pdf
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/dec-13-2019-usaid-signs-memorandum-understanding-child-relief-international
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/dec-11-2019-usaid-responds-deadly-outbreak-measles-samoa
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/dec-10-2019-statement-administrator-green-international-human-rights
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-team-of-british-medics-to-tackle-measles-outbreak-in-samoa-over-christmas-as-crisis-continues-to-claim-childrens-lives
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-team-of-british-medics-to-tackle-measles-outbreak-in-samoa-over-christmas-as-crisis-continues-to-claim-childrens-lives


   

  

 
 
ECHO  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news 
Latest News 
Commissioner Lenarčič in Albania: EU steps up support following earthquake 
05/12/2019 
   On his first field visit as Europe’s Emergency Response Coordinator, Janez Lenarčič, EU 
Commissioner for Crisis Management, is in Albania on 5 December to assess the damage after the 
earthquake which struck the country on 26 November.  
 
:::::: 
 
African Union [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://www.au.int/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of Social  
Press releases 
Africa CDC and Prevention receives support from World Bank 
December 12, 2019  
   The Board of the World Bank Group has approved a total of $250 million to the Africa Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (Africa CDC), the Federal Republic of Ethiopia, and the Republic of 
Zambia to strengthen continental and regiona 
 
COP 25: ‘Africa’s future depends on solidarity’ 
December 11, 2019  
 
AUC hosts the Global Summit to Tackle Online Child Sexual Exploitation 
December 11, 2019  
 
 
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://asean.org/category/news/asean-secretariat-news/ 
Secretariat News 
Norway funds US$3 million project in combating marine plastic debris in ASEAN 
   JAKARTA, 9 December 2019 – In support of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations’ (ASEAN) 
efforts in combating marine plastic debris, the Government of Norway launched the ASEAN-Norway 
Cooperation Project on Local Capacity Building for Reducing Plastic Pollution in the ASEAN Region 
(ASEANO).  
 
 
European Commission [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1 
Press Releases 
Press release  11 December 2019 
The European Green Deal sets out how to make Europe the first climate-neutral continent 
by 2050, boosting the economy, improving people's health and quality of life, caring for 
nature, and leaving no one behind 

http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/commissioner-lenar-i-albania-eu-steps-support-following-earthquake_en
http://www.au.int/
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20191212/africa-centres-disease-control-and-prevention-receives-support-world-bank
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20191211/cop-25-africas-future-depends-solidarity-leaders-and-development-partners
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20191211/african-union-commission-hosts-global-summit-tackle-online-child-sexual
http://asean.org/category/news/asean-secretariat-news/
https://asean.org/norway-funds-us3-million-project-combating-marine-plastic-debris-asean/
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_19_6691
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_19_6691
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_19_6691


   

  

   The European Commission today presented The European Green Deal – a roadmap for making the 
EU's economy sustainable by turning climate and environmental challenges into opportunities across all 
policy areas and making the transition just and inclusive for all. 
 
Press release   11 December 2019 
EU Emergency Trust Fund for Africa: new actions of almost €150 million to tackle human 
smuggling, protect vulnerable people and stabilise communities in North Africa 
 
Press release  10 December 2019 
EU Facility for Refugees in Turkey: €6 billion to support refugees and local communities in 
need fully mobilised 
 
Statement  10 December 2019 
Statement by Commissioner for Trade Phil Hogan on the suspension of the functioning of 
the WTO's Appellate Body 
 
 
OECD  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://www.oecd.org/  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Organization of American States (OAS)   [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://www.oas.org/en/ 
Press Releases 
OAS Hosts Presentation of CASLA Institute on Repression and Torture in Venezuela 
December 11, 2019 
 
 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://www.oic-oci.org/  
Selected Press Releases 
UAE Hosts 7th Islamic Conference of Health Ministers 
   The United Arab Emirates will host the seventh session of the Islamic Conference of Health Ministers 
in its capital Abu Dhabi from 15 to 17 December 2019.... 
10/12/2019 
 
Al-Othaimeen: OIC Is Setting Road Map for Social Work Agenda in the Islamic World 
   The Secretary General of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), Dr. Yousef Al-Othaimeen, 
has stressed that the First Ministerial Conference for Social Development in Istanbul, Republic of 
Turkey, on 9 December, 2019, is an occasion to review the challenges facing the Islamic world in social 
areas, especially those related to empowering the institution of marriage and the family and preserving 
their values. ... 
09/12/2019 
 
OIC: Social Equality and Welfare for all in the Member States are top on our Agenda 
   The Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) has stressed that it is diversifying its presence and 
role in the Member States, by tackling issues that get it closer to the Muslim individual and the citizen. 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_19_6744
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_19_6744
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_19_6694
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_19_6694
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/statement_19_6712
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/statement_19_6712
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/publicationsdocuments/bydate/
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_releases.asp
https://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=AVI-258/19
https://www.oic-oci.org/home/?lan=en
https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=22992&ref=13854&lan=en
https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=22985&ref=13853&lan=en
https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=22983&ref=13851&lan=en


   

  

This is achieved through attentive and diligent efforts exerted by the Organization in tackling the issues 
of social protection, social equality and welfare for all OIC citizens and peoples, particularly children, 
the elderly and the handicapped, empowering the marriage and family institution and preserving its 
values in the Islamic World.... 
07/12/2019 
 
 
Group of 77  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://www.g77.org/ 
Latest Statements and Speeches 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
UNCTAD  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives]  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Customs Organization – WCO  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://www.wcoomd.org/ 
13 December 2019  
WCO Secretariat mobilized on the occasion of the International Anti-Corruption Day  
 
 
WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
12 December 2019 
Report shows trade restrictions by WTO members at historically high levels 
   The Director-General’s annual overview of trade-related developments discussed on 12 December at 
a meeting of the Trade Policy Review Body shows that trade restrictions by WTO members continue at 
historically high levels. Between mid-October 2018 and mid-October 2019, the trade coverage of 
import-restrictive measures implemented by members was estimated at USD 747 billion. This is the 
highest trade coverage recorded since October 2012 and represents an increase of 27% compared to 
the figure recorded in the previous annual overview (USD 588 billion). The report notes that new trade 
restrictions and increasing trade tensions added to the uncertainty surrounding international trade and 
the world economy.  
 
9 December 2019 
DG Azevêdo to launch intensive consultations on resolving Appellate Body impasse 
   Director-General Roberto Azevêdo told a meeting of the full WTO membership on 9 December that 
he would launch more intensive, high-level consultations on how to resolve the longstanding impasse 
over the appointment of Appellate Body members. DG Azevêdo’s intervention came after WTO 
members were unable to reach consensus on a proposal to address concerns regarding the functioning 
of the Appellate Body. 
 
:::::: 

http://www.g77.org/
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx
http://www.wcoomd.org/
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/media/newsroom/2019/december/wco-secretariat-mobilized-on-the-occasion-of-the-international-anti-corruption-day.aspx
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news19_e/dgra_12dec19_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news19_e/gc_09dec19_e.htm


   

  

 
IPU  Inter-Parliamentary Union   [to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Court of Justice  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases 
Latest Press Releases 
12 December 2019  
Application of the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide 
(The Gambia v. Myanmar) –  
   Conclusion of the public hearings on the request for the indication of provisional measures submitted 
by the Republic of The Gambia - The Court to begin its deliberation  
Press release 2019/54  

 
 
International Criminal Court (ICC)  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
Trying individuals for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/ 
Press Release 10 December 2019  
Yekatom and Ngaissona case: ICC Pre-Trial Chamber II confirms part of the charges of 
war crimes and crimes against humanity and commits suspects to trial  
   Today, 11 December 2019, Pre-Trial Chamber II of the International Criminal Court ("ICC" or 
"Court") issued a unanimous decision partially confirming the charges of war crimes and crimes against 
humanity brought by the Prosecutor against Alfred Yekatom and Patrice-Edouard Ngaïssona and 
committed them to trial before a Trial Chamber. In view of ensuring protection of victims and 
witnesses, the decision is confidential and a redacted version of it will be published in due course. 
   The Chamber found that there are substantial grounds to believe that, between September 2013 and 
December 2014, an armed conflict not of an international character was ongoing in the territory of the 
Central African Republic between the Seleka and the Anti-Balaka, both constituting organised armed 
groups at that time; and that the Anti-Balaka carried out a widespread attack against the Muslim 
civilian population, perceived – on the basis of their religious or ethnic affiliation – as complicit with, or 
supportive of the Seleka and therefore collectively responsible for the crimes allegedly committed by 
them….. 
 
Statement 9 December 2019  
Statement of the President of the International Criminal Court, Judge Chile Eboe-Osuji, on 
the occasion of Human Rights Day  
 
:::::: 
 
World Bank [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week]  
Fact sheet: The International Development Association (IDA) 

https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases
https://www.icj-cij.org/files/case-related/178/178-20191212-PRE-01-00-EN.pdf
https://www.icj-cij.org/files/case-related/178/178-20191212-PRE-01-00-EN.pdf
https://www.icc-cpi.int/
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=PR1506
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=PR1506
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=20191210-stat-pres
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=20191210-stat-pres
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/factsheet/2019/12/13/fact-sheet-the-international-development-association-ida


   

  

   What is IDA? The International Development Association (IDA) is one of the largest and most 
effective platforms for fighting extreme poverty in the world’s poorest countries.IDA is the single 
largest source...  
Date: December 13, 2019 Type: Factsheet  
 
Global Community Renews Commitment to the World’s Poorest Countries with $82 Billion 
   Focus on jobs, gender, fragility, climate, and good governance STOCKHOLM, December 13, 2019 — 
A global coalition of development partners announced today their commitment to maintain momentum 
in the fight...  
Date: December 13, 2019 Type: Press Release  
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
The Africa Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Receives Support to Strengthen 
Continental and Regional Infectious-Disease Detection and Response Systems 
   The World Bank provides $250 million to Ethiopia, Zambia, and the African Union to combat 
epidemics and advance critical public health priorities WASHINGTON, December 10, 2019— The Board 
of the World Bank...  
Date: December 10, 2019 Type: Press Release  
 
World Bank Group Strategy for Fragility, Conflict and Violence 
   The World Bank Group has released its draft strategy for Fragility, Conflict and Violence (FCV). The 
objective of the strategy is to address the drivers of FCV in affected countries like Myanmar and their...  
Date: December 10, 2019 Type: Statement  
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
 
IMF  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article 
December 12, 2019 
IMF Executive Board Discusses “Macroeconomic Developments and Prospects in Low-
Income Developing Countries—2019”  
   Directors noted the broadly favorable medium-term outlook, while recognizing the ... They 
emphasized the importance of strengthening debt management capacity and improving ...  
 
 
African Development Bank Group  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://www.afdb.org/en 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Africa-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of No new 
digest content identified. 
African Development Bank joins forces with international organisations to help developing 
countries build resilience to extreme weather  
13-Dec-2019 - The African Development Bank has joined forces with 11 other international 
organizations to assist developing countries to build resilience against the impact of natural disasters 
caused by extreme weather. Following a series of deadly weather events that have caused widespread 
destruction, especially in Africa, the institutions came together at the COP 25 climate change 
conference in Madrid on Tuesday to launch the Alliance for Hydromet Development. 
 

http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2019/12/13/global-community-renews-commitment-to-the-worlds-poorest-countries-with-82-billion
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2019/12/10/the-africa-centers-for-disease-control-and-prevention-receives-support-to-strengthen-continental-and-regional-infectious-disease-detection-and-response-systems
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2019/12/10/the-africa-centers-for-disease-control-and-prevention-receives-support-to-strengthen-continental-and-regional-infectious-disease-detection-and-response-systems
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/statement/2019/12/10/world-bank-group-strategy-for-fragility-conflict-and-violence
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article
https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2019/12/12/pr19452-imf-executive-board-discusses-macroeconomic-developments-and-prospects-in-licd-2019
https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2019/12/12/pr19452-imf-executive-board-discusses-macroeconomic-developments-and-prospects-in-licd-2019
https://www.afdb.org/en
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/african-development-bank-joins-forces-international-organisations-help-developing-countries-build-resilience-extreme-weather-33244
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/african-development-bank-joins-forces-international-organisations-help-developing-countries-build-resilience-extreme-weather-33244


   

  

Kenya & Tanzania: Over 3 million people to benefit from African Development Bank’s €345 
million road construction support  
13-Dec-2019 - Over three million people in Tanzania and Kenya will benefit from a €345 million 
financing package for road construction support, approved by the African Development Bank’s board in 
Abidjan on Thursday. The Bank’s support for the Mombasa-Lunga Lunga/Horohoro and Tanga-Pangani-
Bagamoyo roads Phase I, is in the form of African Development Bank and African Development Fund 
loans and represents 78.5% of the total €399.7 million project cost.  The European Union contributed a 
grant of €30 million, 7.7% of the total project cost, to the government... 
 
African Development Bank and African Union to roll-out a continent-wide electricity 
market Masterplan 
12-Dec-2019 - The African Development Bank and the African Union Development Agency (AUDA-
NEPAD) have agreed to jointly develop a blueprint for a pan-continental electricity network and market. 
The agreement to set up a Continental Power System Master Plan between the Bank and AUDA-NEPAD 
was unveiled, on November 29th, during a three-day workshop on the sidelines of Programme for 
Infrastructure Development (PIDA) Week held in Cairo. The workshop also produced the Masterplan’s 
terms of reference. 
 
 
Asian Development Bank  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://www.adb.org/news/releases 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-
level announcements are added each week] 
12 Dec 2019 
ADB's Transport Investments in Pacific Projected at Over $1 Billion for 2017–2020 
   ADB transport investments in the Pacific, comprised of 15 projects, is expected to reach over $1 
billion during the 2017–2020 period, including $385 million in cofinancing, according to the latest issue 
of the bank’s... 
 
10 Dec 2019 
ADB Trims Growth Forecasts as Asia's Biggest Economies Slow 
   ADB has trimmed its forecasts for economic growth in developing Asia this year and next year as 
growth in the People’s Republic of China (PRC) and India is weighed down by both external and 
domestic factors. 
 
9 Dec 2019 
ADB Meets Commitment to Double Annual Climate Financing to $6 Billion 
   ADB has achieved a key commitment to double its annual climate investments from $3 billion in 
2014, hitting a record high of more than $6 billion in climate-related financing in 2019. ADB was the 
first MDB to make a climate... 
 
 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank   [to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-
level announcements are added each week] 
Beijing, China, Dec. 13, 2019 
AIIB Approves USD125M Into Two Private Equity Funds to Mobilize Private Capital 

https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/kenya-tanzania-over-3-million-people-benefit-african-development-banks-eu345-million-road-construction-support-33215
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/kenya-tanzania-over-3-million-people-benefit-african-development-banks-eu345-million-road-construction-support-33215
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/african-development-bank-and-african-union-roll-out-continent-wide-electricity-market-masterplan-33195
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/african-development-bank-and-african-union-roll-out-continent-wide-electricity-market-masterplan-33195
http://www.adb.org/news/releases
https://www.adb.org/news/adbs-transport-investments-pacific-projected-over-1-billion-2017-2020
https://www.adb.org/news/adbs-transport-investments-pacific-projected-over-1-billion-2017-2020
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-trims-growth-forecasts-asias-biggest-economies-slow
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-trims-growth-forecasts-asias-biggest-economies-slow
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-meets-commitment-double-annual-climate-financing-6-billion
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-meets-commitment-double-annual-climate-financing-6-billion
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/2019/20191213_001.html


   

  

   The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank’s (AIIB) Board of Directors has approved investments into 
two private equity funds for a total commitment of USD125 million. 
 
Beijing, China, Dec. 12, 2019 
AIIB Makes First Investment in Russia With USD500-M Transport Project 
   The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) has approved its first investment in the Russian 
Federation to improve transport connectivity and road safety in the country’s key economic corridors. 
 
 
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news 
09 DEC  
IFAD and Nepal to review progress in reducing rural poverty  
 
09 DEC  
New microenterprise project to make farming profitable for half a million Bangladeshi 
families  
 
 
Islamic Development Bank  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://www.isdb.org/ 
Senegal 
Transformers Summit 2019: IsDB to host the Summit this December in Dakar, Senegal 
13 November 2019  
 
Senegal 
At Transformers Summit in Dakar, Senegal, Forest Whitaker Urges World Leaders Help 
Unleash the Potential of Youths  
   The international community must devote more resources to empowering youths with the skills they 
need to address some of the world’s more pressing challenges. That notion was at the core of the 
message that our Founder/CEO, Forest Whitaker, delivered in Dakar, Senegal 
12 December 2019  

 
 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 

 
:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
   We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new research and 
major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, collaborations, and initiatives 
across the human rights, humanitarian response and development spheres of action.  WE will not 
reference fundraising announcements, programs, events or appeals, and generally not include content 
which is primarily photo-documentation or video in format. 
 
 
Action Contre la Faim – Action Against Hunger  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org 
No new digest content identified. 

https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/2019/20191212_001.html
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/41467893
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/41467269
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/41467269
https://www.isdb.org/
https://www.isdb.org/news/transformers-summit-2019-isdb-to-host-the-summit-this-december-in-dakar-senegal
https://www.isdb.org/news/at-transformers-summit-in-dakar-senegal-forest-whitaker-urges-world-leaders-help-unleash-the-potential-of-youths
https://www.isdb.org/news/at-transformers-summit-in-dakar-senegal-forest-whitaker-urges-world-leaders-help-unleash-the-potential-of-youths
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/


   

  

 
 
Alliance for International Medical Action (ALIMA)  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://www.alima-ngo.org/en/press-room 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://newsroom.amref.org/category/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Aravind Eye Care System  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://aravind.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
  
BRAC  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://www.brac.net/#news 
Latest 
Human rights  
Will we see the end of sexual harassment? 
December 10, 2019  
by Hasne Ara Begum  
    Bangladesh has achieved tremendous success in women’s empowerment in the last decade. But the 
prevalence of sexual harassment in public places is still high. 
 
 
CARE International  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases 
Press Releases 
One year since Stockholm Agreement, Hodeidah still most dangerous place in Yemen for 
Civilians 
 12th Dec 2019     
 
CARE International calls on world leaders to demonstrate leadership at first-ever Global 
Refugee Forum 
11th Dec 2019    Canada  
First ever Global Refugee Forum 2019 
 
 
Clubhouse International  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

https://www.alima-ngo.org/en/press-room
http://amref.org/news/news/
https://newsroom.amref.org/category/press-releases/
https://aravind.org/
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https://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases/one-year-since-stockholm-agreement-hodeidah-still-most-dangerous-place-in-yemen-for-civilians
https://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases/one-year-since-stockholm-agreement-hodeidah-still-most-dangerous-place-in-yemen-for-civilians
https://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases/care-international-calls-on-world-leaders-to-demonstrate-leadership-at-first-ever-global-refugee-forum
https://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases/care-international-calls-on-world-leaders-to-demonstrate-leadership-at-first-ever-global-refugee-forum
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html


   

  

Danish Refugee Council  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://www.drc.dk/news 
NEWS 
One year since Stockholm Agreement, Hodeidah still most dangerous place in Yemen for 
Civilians 
12.12.2019 
   A quarter of all civilian casualties across Yemen in 2019 were recorded in Hodeidah governorate. 
Despite a ceasefire in the port city being at the heart of last year’s Stockholm Agreement, Hodeidah 
has seen 799 civilian casualt... 
 
 
ECPAT  [to 14 Dec 2019]  
http://www.ecpat.net/news 
News & Updates 
Gender, rights and responsibilities: The need for a global analysis of the sexual 
exploitation of boys 
11/12/2019 
   ECPAT is working to end the sexual exploitation of children and make sure every child is protected. 
In recent years, we have noticed there is a notable gap in the global understanding of how sexual 
exploitation affects boys. This is not acceptable, and that’s why we launched a global initiative to 
explore the issue that includes generating new research evidence, undertaking advocacy, and making 
informed recommendations for improving prevention and response strategies in programming, policy 
and legislative frameworks.  
 
 
Fountain House  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Humanity & Inclusion  [nee Handicap International]  [to 14 Dec 2019]  
http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports    
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Heifer International  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://www.heifer.org/ 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
Heifer Senegal Recognized by President Sall for Work in Small Ruminants 
By Christopher Tifuntoh 
December 10, 2018 
   Senegal President Macky Sall presented Heifer Senegal with a national award for its work in the small 
ruminant sector at a ceremony in early December.  
 
 
HelpAge International  [to 14 Dec 2019]  
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/ 

https://www.drc.dk/news
https://drc.ngo/news/one-year-since-stockholm-agreement-hodeidah-still-most-dangerous-place-in-yemen-for-civilians
https://drc.ngo/news/one-year-since-stockholm-agreement-hodeidah-still-most-dangerous-place-in-yemen-for-civilians
http://www.ecpat.net/news
https://www.ecpat.org/news/sexual-exploitation-boys-article/
https://www.ecpat.org/news/sexual-exploitation-boys-article/
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press
http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases
https://www.heifer.org/
https://www.heifer.org/about-us/news/happenings-at-heifer/heifer-senegal-recognized-by-president-for-work-in-small-ruminants.html
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Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ICRC  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports       
Red Cross Red Crescent Conference: Over 160 States gather to address world's most 
pressing humanitarian issues 
   Geneva (ICRC/IFRC) - Representatives from 168 States joined 187 Red Cross Red Crescent Societies, 
at the International Conference in Geneva which closed today. 
12-12-2019 | News release  
   
Experts' Workshop Report on IHL and Islamic Law in Contemporary Armed Conflicts  
   This report is the result of a two-day workshop for experts on international humanitarian law (IHL) 
and Islamic law that was held in Geneva, at the headquarters of the International Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC), on 29 and 30 October 2018. 
11-12-2019 | Report  
   
Nuclear weapons: An appeal for humanity 
   Seventy-four years after the world witnessed the unspeakable suffering caused by the atomic 
bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, nearly 14,000 nuclear weapons are still in existence, many on 
hair-trigger alert, ready to be launched within minutes. 
09-12-2019 | Statement  
 
 
IFRC   [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
Global 
Red Cross Red Crescent Conference: Over 160 States gather to address world’s most 
pressing humanitarian issues 
   Geneva, 12 December 2019– Representatives from 168 States joined 187 Red Cross Red Crescent 
Societies, at the International Conference in Geneva which closed today. The International Conference, 
held every four years since 1867, brings together States … A summary of all the Resolutions approved 
today can be found here 
12 December 2019 
 
Africa, Botswana, Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia, Swaziland, Zambia 
Immediate action needed as millions face hunger in Southern Africa, warns the Red Cross 
   Pretoria/Nairobi/Geneva, 12 December 2019 – Hunger is threatening the lives of 11 million people in 
Southern Africa due to deepening drought and in the region. Red Cross teams across Botswana, 
Eswatini, Lesotho, Mozambique, Namibia and Zambia are scali … 
12 December 2019 
 
 
International Medical Corps (IMC)   [to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/ 

https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new
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https://rcrcconference.org/about/33rd-international-conference/documents/
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/immediate-action-needed-millions-face-hunger-southern-africa-warns-red-cross/
https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/


   

  

December 9, 2019  
Health Is a Human Right, the Foundation of a Dignified Life  
The human right to health and other rights, inextricably linked on the frontlines of war and disaster  
Written by Clara Long, Media and Communications Officer, International Medical Corps  
   Note from the editor: In this article, published to observe Human Rights Day, International Medical 
Corps reflects on the importance of health as a human right. We also share some examples from the 
frontlines, where our committed healthcare workers put theory into practice, helping people who have 
had their lives ripped apart by conflict to access healthcare. 
 
 
IRC  International Rescue Committee  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 
Media highlights 
Press Release  
The LEGO Foundation Awards US$100 Million Grant to the International Rescue Committee 
to Bring Learning through Play to Children Impacted by Crises in Ethiopia and Uganda 
December 10, 2019  
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
 
IRCT  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://irct.org/ 
News    
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Islamic Relief Worldwide  [to 14 Dec 2019]  
https://www.islamic-relief.org/ 
News 
16 Days of Activism to help end violence all year round 
Published: 13 December, 2019  
 
Hodeidah is still the most dangerous place in Yemen for civilians 
Published: 12 December, 2019  
 
Inside Bardarash camp, Syrian refugees speak of loss and hardship 
Published: 11 December, 2019  
 
 
Landsea   [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Medecins du Monde   [to 14 Dec 2019]  
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
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Mercy Corps [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
No new digest content identified. 

 
 

MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 14 Dec 2019]  
http://www.msf.org/ 
Latest [Selected Announcements] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Operation Smile  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office 
Program Schedule 
Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve every 
opportunity for safe surgical care.  
 
 
OXFAM [to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://www.oxfam.org/en/ 
Selected News/Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Norwegian Refugee Council   [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://www.nrc.no/ 
Latest news from NRC 
Yemen | 12. Dec 2019  
One year since Stockholm Agreement, Hodeidah still most dangerous place in Yemen for 
civilians 
   A quarter of all civilian casualties across Yemen in 2019 were recorded in Hodeidah governorate. 
Despite a ceasefire in the port city being at the heart of last year’s Stockholm Agreement, Hodeidah 
has seen 799 civilian casualties since the Agreement was signed, the highest toll countrywide.  
 
 
Pact  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://www.pactworld.org/  
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Partners In Health  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://www.pih.org/blog   
News  
Dec 13, 2019  
On the Road in Sierra Leone, Spreading Health and Hope  

http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases
http://www.msf.org/
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office
http://www.operationsmile.org/approach/program-schedule
https://www.oxfam.org/en/
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https://www.nrc.no/news/2019/december/one-year-since-stockholm-agreement-hodeidah-still-most-dangerous-place-in-yemen-for-civilians/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2019/december/one-year-since-stockholm-agreement-hodeidah-still-most-dangerous-place-in-yemen-for-civilians/
http://www.pactworld.org/
http://www.pih.org/blog
https://www.pih.org/article/road-sierra-leone-spreading-health-and-hope


   

  

Follow along with a dynamic clinical team from PIH Sierra Leone as they travel hours to a rural 
community to talk about the physical and mental health care available in Kono District.  
 
Dec 13, 2019  
Toddler Triplets Thrive in Sierra Leone  
For Isata Biango and her triplets, Sarah, Caleb, and Isaiah, good health is possible because of maternal 
and malnutrition care at PIH-supported Wellbody Clinic in Sierra Leone.  
 
Dec 13, 2019  
On Rounds with Dr. Paul Farmer  
Join the infectious disease expert and PIH co-founder in Sierra Leone as he mentors clinicians through 
their most difficult cases.  
   
Dec 11, 2019  
On Universal Health Coverage Day, 'We the Peoples' Are Still Determined  
Following UN debates and divisions earlier this year, PIH leaders ask: Do we want an interdependent, 
caring world, or one based on nationalism, extreme shortsightedness, and greed?  
   
Dec 09, 2019  
Need to Know: How Kangaroo Mother Care is Keeping Babies Healthy in Liberia  
Nurses have helped Cecile Johnson care for her newborn daughter, Sheba, teaching direct, skin-to-skin 
contact and other vital practices for babies born prematurely and at low weights.  
 
 
PATH  [to 14 Dec 2019]  
https://www.path.org/media-center/  
Selected Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Plan International/BORNEfonden  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Save The Children [to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://www.savethechildren.net/news 
11 December 2019 - Myanmar 
SAVE THE CHILDREN: GOVERNMENT OF MYANMAR HAS FAILED TO PUNISH THOSE 
RESPONSIBLE FOR CRIMES AGAINST ROHINGYA CHILDREN 
 
11 December 2019 - Bosnia and Herzegovina 
Save the Children helps relocate lone children from freezing forest camp in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina 
 
10 December 2019 - Myanmar, Netherlands 
SAVE THE CHILDREN: TODAY MARKS A CRUCIAL STEP TOWARDS JUSTICE FOR ALLEGED 
CRIMES AGAINST ROHINGYA CHILDREN  
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9 December 2019 - Yemen 
Stockholm one year on: 33 children killed or injured every month in deadliest Yemeni 
towns 
 
 
SOS-Kinderdorf International  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/news 
Award  
Care leaver training recognised  
   December 9 2019 - The ‘Prepare for Leaving Care’ training was awarded the European Social 
Services Award 2019 in the category innovation during a ceremony in Brussels on 6 December.  
 
 
Tostan  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://www.tostan.org 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Women for Women International  [to 14 Dec 2019]  
https://www.womenforwomen.org/ 
December 9, 2019 
The Spiralling Effect of Trauma and Gender-Based Violence in South Sudan  
By: Moses Abure, Social Empowerment Trainer Women for Women International – South S… 
 
 
World Vision  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://wvi.org/ 
Newsroom  
Monday, December 9, 2019  
New inequality report a stark reminder of the scourge of inequality, says World Vision  
   The release of today’s Human Development Report by UNDP highlights the levels of inequality that 
show how far we have to go before every child is experiencing life in all its fullness. 
   “No child should be left behind, yet inequality means millions are," said World Vision's Norbert Hsu, 
World Vision Partnership Leader for Global Impact… 
 
:::::: 
 
Electronic Frontiers Foundation 
https://www.eff.org/updates?type=press_release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Freedom House [to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://freedomhouse.org/news 
News 
Testimonies 
US Leadership in the Reinforcement of Human Rights 

https://www.savethechildren.net/news/stockholm-one-year-33-children-killed-or-injured-every-month-deadliest-yemeni-towns
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December 11, 2019 
   Freedom House President Michael J. Abramowitz submitted a testimony before the State Department 
Commission on Unalienable Rights urging US leadership in championing human rights. 
 
 
Human Rights Watch  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://www.hrw.org/ 
Featured Commentary, Announcements, Statements 
December 13, 2019  Dispatches 
Massachusetts Medical Society Supports Intersex Rights 
Kyle Knight  
Senior Researcher, Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Rights Program  
 
December 12, 2019  Report 
Tanzania: Burundians Pressured into Leaving 
Europe/Central Asia 
 
December 12, 2019  Report 
Bosnia and Herzegovina: Ethnic Discrimination a Key Barrier 
United States 
 
December 9, 2019  
The Enduring Power of Protest 
For those who believe the arc of the moral universe bends toward justice, the past 10 years have been 
a reminder that it is also long. Indeed, as we mark the final Human Rights Day of this decade, we are 
ending the way we began – in the streets. 
 
 
Transparency International  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases 
12 Dec 2019  
Statement in support of TI Palestine 
- In light of recent criticism by the Palestinian government, Transparency International affirms the 
validity of its Global Corruption Barometer methodology and stands by the results of its research into 
the views and experiences of corruption among Palestinian citizens.  
 
11 Dec 2019  
Despite clamour for change, citizens think corruption is worsening in the Middle East and 
North Africa 
   A new report by Transparency International reveals that only 28 per cent of citizens in six countries 
in the Middle East and North Africa think their government is doing a good job at fighting corruption. In 
a region that has seen mass protests against corruption in 2019, two in every three (65 per ...  
 
::::: 
 
ChildFund Alliance  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://childfundalliance.org/ 
News/ Statements 
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No new digest content identified. 
  
 
CONCORD  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/ 
Latest News and Events 
Talking Development Podcast, Ep. 7: The future EU budget concerns us all 
| Dec 10, 2019 
   The Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) determines the architecture of the EU’s budget. As the 
current MFF is coming to an end in 2020, this episode of our “Talking Development Podcast” reveals 
the important elements that should be put into consideration for the new MFF which will last for seven 
years (2021-2027). Stay tuned as we explain why you should care about the new EU budget and what 
is at stake for European NGOs. 
 
 
The Elders  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://theelders.org/news-media 
Selected Press Releases and Major Announcements 
Speech 
The Escazú Agreement places human rights at the heart of tackling the climate crisis 
12 Dec 2019 
   The Escazú Agreement is a unique and historic achievement, not only for Latin America and the 
Caribbean but for the world, because it specifically offers protection to human rights defenders on 
environmental issues. 
Climate Change 
 
 
Speech 
States alone cannot deliver the Paris Agreement - the role of the financial community is 
critical  
11 Dec 2019 
   Speaking at the F20 Reception at COP25, Mary Robinson calls for cooperative action towards 
sustainable development.  
Climate Change 
 
 
Evidence Aid   [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://www.evidenceaid.org/ 
Content 
Examen de l’utilisation des évaluations économiques dans les programmes humanitaires 
liés à la santé dans les pays à faible et moyen revenu 
Claire Allen December 12, 2019  
Read the full review here (Please note that this review is pay per view.) 
vvvIl conviendrait d’utiliser davantage les méthodes d’évaluation économique et les données pour 
améliorer la compréhension microéconomique des interventions de santé dans les contextes 
humanitaires, afin d’accroître l’efficacité et la transparence et de renforcer les capacités en recrutant 
des économistes et en formant les organismes humanitaires aux méthodes économiques. 
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https://doi.org/10.1093/heapol/czz144


   

  

La nature coûteuse des interventions du secteur de la santé face aux crises humanitaires et les 
contraintes de ressources fait qu’il est nécessaire d’identifier des méthodes d’établissement des 
priorités et de planification à long terme. Une méthode est l’évaluation économique. Onze évaluations 
économiques complètes, qui étaient toutes des analyses coût-efficacité, ont été identifiées. Trois des 
11 études se sont appuyées sur une perspective de prestataire, 2 études sur une perspective de 
système de soins de santé, 3 études sur une perspective sociétale et 3 études ne précisaient pas la 
perspective sur laquelle elles se sont appuyées. Les études de moindre qualité n’ont pas fourni 
d’informations sur l’unité des coûts et n’ont pas justifié l’horizon temporel des coûts et des taux 
d’actualisation, ni mené à une analyse de sensibilité. L’étendue géographique des études était limitée, 
avec 9 études sur 11 menées en Afrique. 
 
 
Gavi [to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://www.gavi.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Global Fund  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/ 
News & Stories 
Funding Model  
Applicant Handbook and Resources for the 2020-2022 Funding Cycle  
13 December 2019  
 
Funding Model  
Essential Data for Applicants  
12 December 2019  
 
Funding Model  
Webinars on the 2020-2022 Funding Cycle  
11 December 2019  
 
 
Hilton Prize Coalition [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/ 
12/11/2019  Blog  
Welcome Cohort Four! BRAC USA, Jake Konig 
 
 
ICVA - International Council of Voluntary Agencies   [to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://icvanetwork.org/ 
Latest resources, events, content 
1st Global Refugee Forum  
December 17, 2019 (All day) to December 18, 2019 (All day) 
Geneva, Switzerland 
 
 
InterAction  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
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http://www.interaction.org/ 
Latest Updates 
Humanitarian Practice  
Take the Blinders Off 
Kathryn Striffolino, Patricia McIlreavy  
Dec 13, 2019  
 
Humanitarian Practice  
The Challenges Facing Tomorrow’s Humanitarians 
Patricia McIlreavy  
Dec 11, 2019  
 
Global & Public Policy Positions  
Never Too Young to Change the World 
Luci Meade  
Dec 10, 2019  
 
Leadership Development  
Managing Urgent Versus Important 
Deborah Willig  
Dec 9, 2019  
 
:::::: 
 
3ie  International Initiative for Impact Evaluation [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://www.3ieimpact.org/ 
Publications 
Measurement of latrine use in rural India  
3ie 2019  
Country: India 
 
How evidence is informing solutions to South Africa’s early grade reading crisis  
Evidence use Brief   3ie 2019  
   In South Africa, 78 per cent of the children in fourth grade struggle to understand the meaning of 
what they read. An evaluation of the Early Grade Reading Study provides evidence that can help 
decision makers respond to this reading crisis.  
 
 
CHS Alliance  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://chsalliance.org/ 
New website no longer posts press releases or announcements. 
 
 
Development Initiatives   [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://devinit.org/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
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:::::: 
 
Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action 
(ALNAP)     [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://www.alnap.org/ 
Event   
ALNAP Webinar | Breaking the Mould: Alternative approaches to M&E for humanitarian 
action 
17 December 2019  
 
 
CERAH – Geneva Centre for Education and Research in Humanitarian Action  [to 14 Dec 
2019] 
https://cerahgeneve.ch/events/news/ 
CERAH addresses Red Cross Red Crescent International Conference 
Calling for greater access to training for frontline humanitarian professionals 
11.12.2019 
   CERAH, the Geneva Centre for Education and Research in Humanitarian Action, is grateful for this 
opportunity to express its appreciation on the conference theme “Act Today, Shape Tomorrow”. 
The humanitarian landscape is becoming more and more complex and dynamic; we are dealing with a 
series of new simultaneous issues including urban crises, protracted displacement, attacks on 
humanitarians and more. We need to act effectively and immediately, to address these… 
 
Welcome to Prof Karl Blanchet, new CERAH Director 
5.12.2019 
   In this short video interview, our new director Professor Karl Blanchet introduces himself and shares 
his vision and projects for the next chapter of CERAH. 
 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre 
LATEST PRESS RELEASES 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
EHLRA/R2HC   [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Groupe URD   [to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://www.urd.org/en/ 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Humanitarian Studies Association  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://ihsa.info/ 
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No new digest content identified. 
 
 
INEE – an international network for education in emergencies   [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://www.ineesite.org/en/news 
News 
Education Cannot Wait Announces US $3 Million First Emergency Response in Yemen to 
Support Children Affected by the Crisis in Resuming Their Education  
Education Cannot Wait 
13 December 2019  
   Education Cannot Wait (ECW) announced today a US$3 million first emergency response to support 
education in emergencies efforts for girls and boys who are affected by the escalating crisis in the 
Western Coastal governorates of Yemen, which are currently hosting more than one third of the 3.6 
million internally displaced population in the country. 
  
The Lego Foundation Awards US $100 Million Grant to the International Rescue Committee 
to Bring Learning through Play to Children Impacted by Crises in Ethiopia and Uganda  
The Lego Foundation 
10 December 2019  
  The “PlayMatters” partnership will bring the power of learning through play to nearly one million 
children, teachers and caregivers. 
 
 
Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP)  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://phap.org/ 
Association news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Sphere  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://www.spherestandards.org/news-and-events/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Start Network [to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs 
News and Blog 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
Brookings 
http://www.brookings.edu/ 
Accessed 14 Dec 2019 
Latest Research 
Technology & Innovation  
Assessing employer intent when AI hiring tools are biased 
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Caitlin Chin 
Friday, December 13, 2019  
 
Housing Markets & Finance  
Competition in the real estate brokerage industry 
Panle Jia Barwick and Maisy Wong 
Thursday, December 12, 2019  
 
Middle East & North Africa  
From confusion to clarity: Three pillars for revitalizing the Palestinian national movement 
Omar H. Rahman 
Thursday, December 12, 2019  
 
Report  
Toward strategies for ending rural hunger 
Geoffrey Gertz and Homi Kharas 
Wednesday, December 11, 2019  
 
Energy Security  
The shifting energy landscape and the Gulf economies’ diversification challenge 
Samantha Gross and Adel Abdel Ghafar 
December 2019  
 
 
Center for Global Development    [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center 
News and Events 
December 13, 2019 
Designing a Medium-Term Response to the Rohingya Refugee Crisis: Ideas for Bangladesh, 
the International Community, and the Private Sector (Brief) 
   The time to act is now. There is a finite window of opportunity to embed medium-term approaches 
before international attention wanes further and donor fatigue results in even greater funding 
shortfalls.  
Irene Yuan Sun and Cindy Huang  
 
December 13, 2019 
Designing a Medium-Term Response to the Rohingya Refugee Crisis: Ideas for Bangladesh, 
the International Community, and the Private Sector 
   While Bangladesh and Myanmar have recently attempted small-scale repatriation, these efforts have 
failed as refugees refused to go back, fearing for their safety. Conditions in Myanmar’s Rakhine State 
continue to deteriorate, and UN agencies have been denied full access to areas of return. Despite this, 
planning so far has been short-term and focused on aid rather than medium-term economic, 
environmental, and human development approaches. 
Irene Yuan Sun and Cindy Huang  
 
December 12, 2019 
Harnessing the Power of Private Distribution Channels for UHC 
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New technology, better use of data, and entrepreneurial passion in improving distribution channels is 
reaching a critical mass with the potential to drive extraordinary improvements in availability, 
affordability, and quality of health products. Global health institutions can play a significant role in 
further boosting the overall innovation ecosystem for health products distribution. However, most 
distribution system innovators are missing from global discussions around UHC and access to 
medicines. 
Prashant Yadav and Amanda Glassman  
 
December 11, 2019 
How Erratic Tax Policies Are Impeding Revenue Mobilization in Zambia 
This case study assesses whether Zambia’s tax and fiscal policies have been impeded by political and 
technical constraints. Tax policy is a deliberate—yet intricate—process requiring not just well-measured 
choices, but also stability. Zambia has undertaken several tax reforms that have included broadening 
the tax base, establishing a revenue collection agency, and introducing a value-added tax (VAT).  
Ramos Emmanuel Mabugu and Eddie Rakabe  
 
December 11, 2019 
Nigeria’s Low Tax Collection and Poor Quality of Government Expenditure: Political and 
Administrative Impediments to Improvement 
This study examines the political and administrative barriers to domestic resource mobilization in 
Nigeria, whose tax ratios are significantly lower than those of neighboring countries. 
Festus O. Egwaikhide  
 
December 10, 2019 
Sharing Responsibility for the Rohingya Crisis: What Role Can Labor Mobility Agreements 
Play? 
While the ultimate goal remains safe, voluntary, and dignified repatriation of the refugees back to 
Myanmar, realistic scenarios for repatriation show significant numbers of Rohingya will remain in 
Bangladesh for more than 10 years. Consequently, there is growing interest in trying to move beyond 
the existing short-term aid-based solutions to inclusive, medium-term approaches that include 
economic, environmental, and human development in the region. 
Mahreen Khan and Helen Dempster  
 
December 10, 2019 
Mind the Gaps: Takeaways from Emerging Research and Policy Implications for Aid 
Transition in Health and Development 
As countries grow economically, governments face rapidly growing demands for quality, affordable, 
accessible, and equitable healthcare and other social services. At the same time, many middle-income 
countries face the prospect of transitioning away from donor aid, adding pressure to already-
constrained public budgets to fill gaps as donor support ramps down.  
Amanda Glassman , Janeen Madan Keller , Brin Datema and Julia Kaufman  
 
 
CSIS  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://www.csis.org/ 
Selected Reports 
Report 
Fueling the Race: Foreign Investment in Advanced Vehicle Technology 
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December 12, 2019 | Jack Caporal, William Alan Reinsch The United States is a premier destination for 
R&D in the automotive sector. The CSIS Scholl Chair examine how and why that is in its latest report.  
 
Report 
U.S. Strategy — Strategic Triage and the True Cost of War: Supporting Enduring 
Commitments versus “Endless Wars” 
December 12, 2019 | Anthony H. Cordesman Major changes in warfighting and spending by U.S. forces 
have significantly altered the costs of war and shifts the context of the “endless wars” debate, argues 
the Burke Chair in a new report.  
 
Report 
Iranian Missiles in Iraq 
December 11, 2019 | Shaan Shaikh  
Iran is supplying Iraqi militias with missiles, carrying with them a range of diplomatic, military, and 
economic consequences. 
 
Report 
Unraveling the Water Crisis in Venezuela 
December 10, 2019 | Moises Rendon, Mark L. Schneider, Arianna Kohan CSIS’s Moises Rendon argues 
that without potable water, schools and hospitals cannot operate, the economy does not advance, and 
the Venezuelan people, especially the most vulnerable, suffer.  
 
Report 
The Gulf Military Balance and U.S. Commitments to the Gulf 
December 9, 2019 | Anthony H. Cordesman In this two-part report, the Burke Chair examines the 
current military balance in the Gulf and analyzes how changing conditions may affect U.S. interests and 
its commitments to the region.  
 
Report 
Reinvention or Restoration? 
December 9, 2019 | Daniel F. Runde With the shareholders of EBRD reviewing its current operations 
and as Sir Suma is succeeded by a new president, CSIS releases a new white paper to examine the 
opportunities and challenges to the EBRD, the transatlantic relationship, and the stability of the global 
economy.  
 
 
ODI   [to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://www.odi.org/  
Selected Press Releases & Reports 
Supporting adaptive management: monitoring and evaluation tools and approaches 
Working and discussion papers | December 2019 | Tiina Pasanen and Inka Barnett 
This paper introduces a set of monitoring and evaluation tools and approaches, and their usefulness in 
supporting adaptive management in development. 
 
Reaching universal health coverage: a political economy review of trends across 49 
countries 
Working and discussion papers | December 2019 | Anthony McDonnell, Ana F. Urrutia and Emma 
Samman 
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This paper reviews expanded healthcare in 49 countries. 
 
The Global Compact on Refugees: lessons from Bangladesh 
Briefing papers | December 2019 | Karen Hargrave and Veronique Barbelet 
This briefing note outlines the use, applicability and relevance of the Global Compact on Refugees in 
relation to the Rohingya crisis. 
 
Moving away from aid: the experience of the Republic of Korea 
Research reports and studies | December 2019 | Rachael Calleja and Annalisa Prizzon 
This report examines how the Republic of Korea has managed the transition from aid. 
 
Moving away from aid: the experience of Botswana 
Research reports and studies | December 2019 | Rachael Calleja and Annalisa Prizzon 
This report examines how Botswana has managed the transition from aid. 
 
 
RoRI [Research on Research Institute]  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://researchonresearch.org/ 
We're an open and independent new initiative providing data, analysis and intelligence on how to make 
research systems more strategic, open, diverse and inclusive. 
News and Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
  
Urban Institute   [to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://www.urban.org/publications 
December 13, 2019  
Measuring Student Poverty  
How we count matters. For decades, the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) has provided students 
free or reduced-price meals while equipping school administrators with data on students’ 
socioeconomic status. Counts of students receiving free or reduced-price lunch (FRPL) have long been 
used to allocate school funding, monitor for accountability, understand opportunity and achievement 
gaps, and ensure students receive the social  
Erica Greenberg, Kristin Blagg, Macy Rainer 
December 13, 2019  
Research Report 
  
State and Local Approaches to the Chicago Region’s Racial and Ethnic Wealth Inequity  
In Chicago, the growing racial and ethnic wealth gap reflects the limits on opportunity that hold back 
many residents of color. Foundational building blocks of economic prosperity, such as owning a home 
or paying for college, require not just income from a job, but access to capital. In this report, we look 
at the effects of the racial and ethnic wealth gap nationally and in Chicago; explore which policies and 
practices created  
Steven Brown, Marcela Montes, Hannah Hassani 
December 12, 2019  
Research Report 
  
Who Is Accessing Charitable Food in America?  
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Many people in the US turn to charitable feeding sources, such as food pantries and free meal 
programs, when food budgets run tight. Information about the households that use these resources is 
limited. In this brief, we use responses to 2018 WBNS questions to provide new estimates of charitable 
feeding use by demographic and socioeconomic characteristics and explore how use of charitable 
feeding intersects with other material  
Elaine Waxman, Nathan Joo, Dulce Gonzalez 
December 11, 2019  
Brief 
  
Moving On Initiative: Second Annual Report  
This report is a preliminary assessment of the early implementation of the Moving On Initiative (MOI). 
Moving On offered long-term, stabilized tenants of permanent supportive housing (PSH) in San 
Francisco the chance to move into independent housing through the use of a Housing Choice Voucher 
to create openings in PSH for chronically homeless individuals living on the streets or in shelters. The 
report relies on interviews with  
Kenneth Perez, Pamela Olsen, Margot Kushel, Josh Leopold 
December 10, 2019  
Research Report 
  
Self-Employment Patterns for Men and Women and Implications for Tax Compliance  
The rise of the “gig economy” has increased interest in the self-employment sector and highlighted the 
benefits and costs of these types of jobs. One understudied issue is that self-employment (which 
overlaps substantially with the gig economy) concerns a part of the tax code that is difficult for workers 
to comply with and for the IRS to administer. Using the 1997 cohort of the National Longitudinal 
Survey of Youth, we analyze  
H. Elizabeth Peters, Elaine Maag, Breno Braga 
December 10, 2019  
Research Report 
  
 
World Economic Forum    [to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/ 
Media 
World Economic Forum Announces 2020 Crystal Award Winners  
News 13 Dec 2019  
 
Climate-Neutral Davos: World Economic Forum’s 50th Annual Meeting Will Be More 
Sustainable than Ever  
News 12 Dec 2019  
 
Climate Action is Growing but More Companies and Government Ambition Required to 
Meet the “Net Zero” Challenge.  
News 11 Dec 2019  

 
 
*                      *                       *                        * 
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:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will primarily monitor press/media releases announcing key initiatives and new research from a 
growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, humanitarian 
response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended to be exhaustive, but 
indicative.  
 
 

Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/ 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Blue Meridian Partners [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/ 
Blue Meridian Partners is a new capital aggregation collaboration that plans to invest at least $1 billion 
in high-performance nonprofits that are poised to have truly national impact for economically 
disadvantaged children and youth.  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Annie E. Casey Foundation   [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clinton Foundation  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Co Impact   [to 14 Dec 2019] 
www.co-impact.io 
Co-Impact is a global philanthropic collaborative for systems change focused on improving the lives of 
millions of people around the world. 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Ford Foundation  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://www.fordfoundation.org/ 
Learning reflections   12 December 2019  
Diversity, Inclusion and Equity Tools for Grantmakers  
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… we believe a commitment to diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI) is critical to the success of any 
social justice organization. That’s why we are creating spaces and developing tools for the sector at 
large to understand and encourage best practices for related issues… 
 
 
J. Paul Getty Trust  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://news.getty.edu/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

Grameen Foundation    [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://www.grameenfoundation.org/news-events/press-room 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/  
Latest Updates  
Keeping people at the center of accountability for health: 365 days of grantmaking   
 
Global Development and Population  
By Pat Scheid  
December 9, 2019  
 
 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IKEA Foundation    [to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news 
Research   Dec 10 2019  
How to “Read” the Brain Signals Underlying Human Speech 
   Scientists have discovered that a brain region that controls hand and arm movement also offers a 
window into studying speech. The work brings researchers a step closer to building medical devices 
that help people who cannot speak.  
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Kaiser Family Foundation  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://www.kff.org/search/?post_type=press-release 
December 10, 2019   News Release  
Analysis: 4.7 Million Uninsured People Nationally Could Get a No-Premium Bronze Plan in 
the ACA Marketplace,Though Deductibles Would be High 
   As the Affordable Care Act’s open enrollment period nears an end in most areas this week, a new 
KFF analysis finds that 4.7 million currently uninsured people could get a bronze-level plan for 2020 
and pay nothing in premiums after factoring in tax credits, though the deductibles would be high.… 
 
December 5, 2019   News Release  
Fact Sheet Provides an Overview of Abortion Later in Pregnancy and Policies to Regulate It 
   Abortions occurring at or after 21 weeks gestational age are rare (1.4%) and difficult to obtain, yet 
these abortions are subject to intense public debate in the news, policy and the law.  A new KFF fact 
sheet provides basic information about abortion later in pregnancy in the US, including what it is,… 
 
 
Kellogg Foundation  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media 
Selected Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Aga Khan Foundation   [to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
MacArthur Foundation  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://www.macfound.org/ 
What We’re Learning 
Implications of Risk Assessment Tools  
December 13, 2019 | Grantee Publications | Criminal Justice  
   An issue brief from University of Virginia, School of Law examines the civil rights implications of 
pretrial risk assessment tools and their role in reducing incarceration. It gives an overview of concerns 
and common challenges and highlights strategies to address them. The brief as well as a previously-
released pretrial risk assessment primer, both from grantee University of Virginia, School of Law, is part 
of the MacArthur-supported Pretrial Risk Management Project and efforts to invest in independent 
research and analysis on risk assessment instruments. 
 
Food Industry and Water Scarcity  
December 12, 2019 | Grantee Publications | Climate Solutions  
   Though it is responsible for over 70 percent of the world’s fresh water use, the food industry has 
taken insufficient action to address risks due to climate change. An interactive report, Feeding 
Ourselves Thirsty, from Ceres, evaluates leading food companies and found that less than half have 
financial support for resilient farming practices, and the meat industry, which is the most vulnerable to 
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water risk, is least likely to manage its risk. Ceres, a grantee, cites improvements the industry has 
made, improvements it needs, and recommendations for investors to prioritize water risk. 
 
 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation   [to 14 Dec 2019] 

https://mellon.org/ 
Mellon News 
We Should Have Tough Conversations About Justice and Inequality 
December 11, 2019 
   "Generosity can feel comfortable, and to me, moving toward justice means questioning and troubling 
that comfort in very specific and strategic ways."—Mellon Foundation President Elizabeth Alexander 
 
 
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation [to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://www.moore.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Open Society Foundations  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/newsroom 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://www.packard.org/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Pew Charitable Trusts  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room 
Press Releases & Statements 
December 12, 2019 
Pew Expresses Disappointment as WTO Misses Deadline to End Harmful Fisheries 
Subsidies 
 
Press Releases & Statements 
December 11, 2019 
Pew Applauds Commitments to Protect Coastal Habitats 
 
Event 
December 10, 2019 
How Cities and States Are Paying to Reduce Flood Risk 
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/ 
The Latest 
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Unlocking the Power of Open Source for Government  
Kevin O'Neil Director, The Rockefeller Foundation  
Durva Trivedi Associate, The Rockefeller Foundation  
December 10, 2019  
   …Governments have largely failed to capitalize on the fact that a common set of agencies across 
states and municipalities have common needs that can be addressed with non-rivalrous goods. While 
there are many excellent examples of open software and standards projects for government, they 
haven’t been consistently backed with the business and organizational models needed to sustain them. 
However, that’s changing. 
   For example, The Rockefeller Foundation recently funded the launch of the Open Mobility Foundation 
(OMF). The OMF is dedicated to cultivating a set of standards and software that allow cities and 
providers of “mobility” solutions — like dockless scooters or bikes — to exchange data. This allows both 
the city and providers to understand how these vehicles are being used and to manage them jointly — 
identifying when, for example, too many scooters are cluttering sidewalks in a particular area or where 
there is more demand than there are scooters. This functionality will get more important with the rise 
of autonomous vehicles and drones… 
 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/  
Latest News and Highlights 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Science Philanthropy Alliance   [to 14 Dec 2019] 
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/ 
“…a group of organizations working together to increase philanthropic support for basic scientific 
research on a global basis…” 
December 11, 2019 
A Few Words From Outgoing President Marc Kastner [Alliance News]  
 
 
SDG Philanthropy Platform 
http://sdgfunders.org/ 
SDG Philanthropy Platform is a collaboration between philanthropy and the greater international 
development community led by Foundation Center, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
and Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, and supported by the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, Ford 
Foundation and the MasterCard Foundation, the Brach Family Foundation, and other key organizations 
such as Asociación de Fundaciones Empresariales (AFE) in Colombia, Brach Family Charitable 
Foundation, CAF America, Council on Foundations, East Africa Association of Grantmakers (EAAG), 
European Foundation Centre, Filantropi Indonesia (FI), GlobalGiving, The Humanitarian Forum, World 
Congress of Muslim Philanthropists, and Worldwide Initiatives for Grantmaker Support (WINGS). 
Selected Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://sloan.org/about/press  
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No new digest content identified. 
  
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
Opinion | 11 December 2019  
Redefining public engagement with science  
by Carla Ross, Research and Evidence Lead Wellcome 
   Actively involving the public in research can help researchers solve challenges and makes 
engagement more purposeful for everyone. 
 
Explainer | 10 December 2019  
How to write persuasively about drug-resistant infections  
   If you’re an advocate, policy maker or expert working on drug-resistant infections, you often need to 
write convincingly to make your audience understand and care about the issue. Here are some 
practical examples to help you do that. 
 
 
The Wistar Institute   [to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://www.wistar.org/news/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 

:::::: 
 
Candid [formerly Foundation Center and GuideStar]  [to 14 Dec 2019 
https://candid.org/about/press-room?fcref=pg 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Council on Foundations  [to 14 Dec 2019] 
https://www.cof.org/newsroom 
No new digest content identified. 

 
 
*                       *                       *                        * 
 
 

:: Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in human 
rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be exhaustive. We will 
add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon recommendation from 
readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content but note that successful access 
to some of the articles and other content may require subscription or other access arrangement unique 
to the publisher. Please suggest additional journals you feel warrant coverage. 
 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
December 2019 Volume 47, Issue 12, p1405-1524  
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http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
December 2019 Volume 57, Issue 6, p733-874  
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
January 2020  110(1) 
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
Volume 101, Issue 6, 2019  
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/14761645/101/6 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
3 December 2019 Vol: 171, Issue 11  
http://annals.org/aim/issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Antiquity – A Review of World Archeology 
Latest Issue: Issue 372 - December 2019 
https://antiquity.ac.uk/latest 
Research, Method & Debate 
Whither archaeologists? Continuing challenges to field practice 
Sadie Watson 
Abstract 
Current archaeological practice in the UK and elsewhere focuses on the collection of empirical data. 
While scholars have proposed theoretical advances in field techniques, very few of these methods have 
been adopted in commercial archaeology. A combination of increased time pressure on development 
projects and the conservatism of the sector contribute to challenging times for archaeological practice. 
Additional complexity is introduced by large-scale infrastructure projects unsuited to standardised field 
techniques. This article explores these issues, calling for a flexible, consultative approach to project 
design and implementation, to ensure the longevity of both archaeology and the archaeological 
profession. 
 
The ethics of sustainable archaeology 
Erika Guttmann-Bond 
 
Review articles 
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Contemporary perspectives on current research in human bioarchaeology 
Rebecca Watts 
 
 
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed 14 Dec 2019) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Global Health 
November 2019 - Volume 4 - 6 
https://gh.bmj.com/content/4/6 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 14 Dec 2019) 
Physician’s knowledge and opinions on human papillomavirus vaccination: a cross-
sectional study, Saudi Arabia  
In a transition period of prevention strategy against HPV infection and cervical cancer in Saudi Arabia, 
it becomes necessary to appraise physicians’ preparedness to undertake the inherent actions and 
responsi...  
Authors: Nisreen M. Anfinan 
Citation: BMC Health Services Research 2019 19:963  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 12 December 2019 
 
A qualitative study of health experiences of Ethiopian asylum seekers in Norway  
Norway, like other European countries, has a growing refugee population. Upon arrival to Norway, 
refugees and asylum seekers need to learn about Norwegian society and social services such as 
healthcare. Despit...  
Authors: Yvette Louise Schein, Brita Askeland Winje, Sonja Lynn Myhre, Ingunn Nordstoga and Melanie 
Lindsay Straiton 
Citation: BMC Health Services Research 2019 19:958  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 11 December 2019 
 
 
BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 14 Dec 2019) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Medical Ethics  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 
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(Accessed 14 Dec 2019)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Medicine 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content 
(Accessed 14 Dec 2019)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content 
(Accessed 14 Dec 2019) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Public Health 
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles 
(Accessed 14 Dec 2019) 
The trend of full vaccination coverage in infants and inequalities by wealth quintile and 
maternal education: analysis from four recent demographic and health surveys in Nepal  
Despite policy intention to reach disadvantaged populations, inequalities in health care resource use 
and health outcomes persist in Nepal. The current study aimed to investigate the trend of full 
vaccination ...  
Authors: Kiran Acharya, Yuba Raj Paudel and Dinesh Dharel 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2019 19:1673  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 12 December 2019 
 
Lessons learned from engaging communities for Ebola vaccine trials in Sierra Leone: 
reciprocity, relatability, relationships and respect (the four R’s)  
Building trust and engaging the community are important for biomedical trials. This was core to the set 
up and delivery of the EBOVAC-Salone and PREVAC Ebola vaccine trials in Sierra Leone during and 
following...  
Authors: Sara Dada, Gillian McKay, Ana Mateus and Shelley Lees 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2019 19:1665  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 11 December 2019 
 
Factors associated with the uptake of newly introduced childhood vaccinations in Ethiopia: 
the cases of rotavirus and pneumococcal conjugate vaccines  
Childhood immunization programmes have made substantial contributions to lowering the burden of 
disease among children in developing countries, however a large proportion of children still remain 
unimmunized. ...  
Authors: Abrham Wondimu, Qi Cao, Jan C. Wilschut and Maarten J. Postma 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2019 19:1656  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 10 December 2019 
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BMC Research Notes  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content 
(Accessed 14 Dec 2019) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Open 
December 2019 - Volume 9 - 12 
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Bulletin of the World Health Organization  
Volume 97, Number 12, December 2019, 789-856 
https://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/97/12/en/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Child Care, Health and Development  
Volume 45, Issue 6   Pages: 773-876   November 2019 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13652214/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Clinical Therapeutics 
December 2019 Volume 41, Issue 12, p2461-2680  
http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/current 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Clinical Trials 
Volume 16 Issue 6, December 2019  
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/ctja/16/6 
Ethics 
Public views regarding the responsibility of patients, clinicians, and institutions to 
participate in research in the United States 
Kevin P Weinfurt, Li Lin, Jeremy Sugarman 
First Published July 1, 2019; pp. 574–579 
Abstract 
Background 
The need for more and better evidence to inform clinical decision making among all stakeholders has 
fueled calls for creating learning healthcare systems. The successful realization of a learning healthcare 
system seems to assume that various parties have a responsibility to participate in learning activities, 
including research. The objective of this study was to determine whether members of the general 
public perceive an ethical responsibility to participate in pragmatic clinical research that would be 
inherent to a learning health system. 
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Methods 
A total of 2994 English-speaking adults completed a nationally representative online survey. 
Results 
About two-thirds of respondents were relatively neutral regarding a responsibility for themselves and 
others to participate in research; the remainder felt that they and others did not have a responsibility 
to participate in research. 
Conclusions 
Efforts to justify and develop a robust learning health system in an ethically acceptable fashion need to 
take these findings into account.  
 
Stepped-wedge trials should be classified as research for the purpose of ethical review 
Karla Hemming, Monica Taljaard, Tom Marshall, Cory E Goldstein, Charles Weijer 
First Published December 9, 2019; pp. 580–588 
 
 
Conflict and Health 
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 14 Dec 2019] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Contemporary Clinical Trials 
Volume 87   December 2019 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/contemporary-clinical-trials/vol/87/suppl/C 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
The CRISPR Journal 
Volume 2, Issue 5 / October 2019 
https://www.liebertpub.com/toc/crispr/2/5 
Special Issue: The Ethics of Human Genome Editing 
Guest Editors: Sarah Chan and Samuel Sternberg 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Current Genetic Medicine Reports 
Volume 7, Issue 4, December 2019 
https://link.springer.com/journal/40142/7/4 
Epigenetics and Epigenomics (C Bell, Section Editor) 
Topical Collection  
Opportunities for Artificial Intelligence in Advancing Precision Medicine  
Fabian V. Filipp 
   We critically evaluate the future potential of machine learning (ML), deep learning (DL), and artificial 
intelligence (AI) in precision medicine. The goal of this work is to show progress in ML in digital health, 
to exemplify future needs and trends, and to identify any essential prerequisites of AI and ML for 
precision health. 
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Current Opinion in Infectious Diseases 
December 2019 - Volume 32 - Issue 6  
https://journals.lww.com/co-infectiousdiseases/pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Developing World Bioethics 
Volume 19, Issue 4  Pages: 187-247  December 2019 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14718847/current 
ORIGINAL ARTICLES 
Perceived challenges in the informed consent process: Mismatches between enrollers and 
researchers at a South African clinical research site 
Megan Scott, Jennifer Watermeyer, Samantha Nolle, Claire Penn 
Pages: 206-214 
First Published: 29 January 2019 
 
Newborns in crisis: An outline of neonatal ethical dilemmas in humanitarian medicine 
Jesse Schnall, Dean Hayden, Dominic Wilkinson 
Pages: 196-205 
First Published: 26 December 2018 
Abstract 
Newborn infants are among those most severely affected by humanitarian crises. Aid organisations 
increasingly recognise the necessity to provide for the medical needs of newborns, however, this may 
generate distinctive ethical questions for those providing humanitarian medical care. Medical ethical 
approaches to neonatal care familiar in other settings may not be appropriate given the diversity and 
volatility of humanitarian disasters, and the extreme resource limitations commonly faced by 
humanitarian aid missions. 
In this paper, we first systematically review existing guidelines relating to the treatment and 
resuscitation of newborns in humanitarian crises, finding little substantive ethical guidance for those 
providing humanitarian healthcare. We next draw on paradigm cases and published literature to 
identify and describe some of the major ethical questions common to these settings. We divide these 
questions into quality of life considerations, allocation of limited resources, and conflicting cultural 
norms and values. We finally suggest some preliminary recommendations to guide ethical decision‐
making around resuscitation of newborns and withdrawal of treatment in humanitarian settings. 
 
Healthcare professionals as gatekeepers in research involving refugee survivors of sexual 
torture: An examination of the ethical issues 
Roghieh Dehghan, James Wilson 
Pages: 215-223 
First Published: 19 March 2019 
Abstract 
This paper examines the ethical issues that arise when healthcare providers act as gatekeepers to 
research involving vulnerable populations. Traumatised refugees serve as an example of this subset of 
research participants. Highlighting the particular vulnerabilities of this group, we argue that specific 
ethical considerations are required that go beyond the conventional research approaches. While 
gatekeeping responds to some of those vulnerabilities, it risks wronging through unwarranted 
paternalism. Instead, we will propose that a relational ethics of justice and care serves as a more 
appropriate framework for responding to the challenges of research involving traumatised refugees. 
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Specifically, such a framework allows us to reflect more deeply on the role of the gatekeeper. In 
conclusion, we recommend that clinicians and researchers collaborate with survivors’ advisory groups in 
the development of specific research ethical guidelines. 
 
A global biodiversity fund to implement distributive justice for genetic resources 
Anna Deplazes‐Zemp 
Pages: 235-244 
First Published: 15 May 2019 
Abstract 
This article examines the question of who has a right to control and benefit from genetic resources 
globally. To this end it draws on different accounts in the resource rights literature with a focus on the 
specific features that distinguish genetic resources from other types of natural resources. It will be 
argued that due to the intangible and non‐territorial nature of genetic resources, territorial rights over 
these resources are difficult to maintain. Moreover, the vulnerability of genetic resources implies that 
much cost and effort is required to protect them. I will argue that not only benefits resulting from the 
use of genetic resources but also these costs associated with their protection should be an object of 
distributive justice. To accommodate these two points I will introduce the model of a global biodiversity 
fund that could replace the bilateral access and benefit sharing negotiations suggested by the 
Convention on Biological Diversity. 
 
 
Development in Practice  
Volume 29, Issue 8, 2019 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cdip20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Development Policy Review 
Volume 38, Issue 1  Pages: 1-158  January 2020 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14677679/current 
ARTICLES 
Conditional cash transfers: A critical review 
Sheliza Ladhani, Kathleen C. Sitter 
Pages: 28-41 
First Published: 27 November 2018 
 
Global water, sanitation and hygiene research priorities and learning challenges under 
Sustainable Development Goal 6 
 
Karen Setty, Alejandro Jiménez, Juliet Willetts, Mats Leifels, Jamie Bartram 
Pages: 64-84 
First Published: 30 September 2019 
 
 
Disability and Rehabilitation: Assistive Technology 
Volume 14, Issue 8, 2019 
http://informahealthcare.com/toc/idt/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dewb.12230
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dewb.12230
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/doSearch?ContribAuthorStored=Deplazes-Zemp%2C+Anna
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cdip20/current
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14677679/current
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dpr.12416
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dpr.12416
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/doSearch?ContribAuthorStored=Ladhani%2C+Sheliza
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/doSearch?ContribAuthorStored=Sitter%2C+Kathleen+C
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dpr.12475
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dpr.12475
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dpr.12475
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dpr.12475
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/doSearch?ContribAuthorStored=Setty%2C+Karen
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/doSearch?ContribAuthorStored=Jim%C3%A9nez%2C+Alejandro
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/doSearch?ContribAuthorStored=Willetts%2C+Juliet
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/doSearch?ContribAuthorStored=Leifels%2C+Mats
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/doSearch?ContribAuthorStored=Bartram%2C+Jamie
http://informahealthcare.com/toc/idt/current


   

  

 
 
Disaster Medicine and Public Health Preparedness  
Volume 13 - Issue 4 - August 2019  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/disaster-medicine-and-public-health-preparedness/latest-
issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disasters 
Volume 44, Issue 1  Pages: 1-232  January 2020 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14677717/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
EMBO Reports 
Volume 20  Issue 12   5 December 2019 
https://www.embopress.org/toc/14693178/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Emergency Medicine Journal 
https://bmcemergmed.biomedcentral.com/articles 
[Accessed 14 Dec 2019] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Emerging Infectious Diseases 
Volume 25, Number 12—December 2019 
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Epidemics 
Volume 29   December 2019 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/epidemics/vol/29/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Epidemiology and Infection 
Volume 147 - 2019  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/epidemiology-and-infection/latest-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Ethics & Human Research 
Volume 41, Issue 6   November–December 2019 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/25782363/current 
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Trial Design, Stakeholder Perspectives, Pregnancy and Research 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Ethics & International Affairs 
Fall 2019 (Issue 33.3)   | September 2019  
https://www.ethicsandinternationalaffairs.org/2019/fall-2019-issue-33-3/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The European Journal of Public Health 
Volume 29, Issue 6, December 2019 
https://academic.oup.com/eurpub/issue/29/6 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Food Policy  Volume 75 
Volume 89   December 2019 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/food-policy/vol/89/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Food Security  
Volume 11, Issue 6, December 2019 
https://link.springer.com/journal/12571/11/6 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
 
Forced Migration Review (FMR) 
FMR 62  October 2019  
https://www.fmreview.org/return/contents 
Return: voluntary, safe, dignified and durable?  
  Voluntary return in safety and with dignity has long been a core tenet of the international refugee 
regime. In the 23 articles on ‘Return’ in this issue of FMR, authors explore various obstacles to 
achieving sustainable return, discuss the need to guard against premature or forced return, and debate 
the assumptions and perceptions that influence policy and practice. This issue also includes a mini-
feature on ‘Towards understanding and addressing the root causes of displacement’. 
[ 23 articles on special issue theme; 7 general articles] 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Forum for Development Studies 
Volume 46, 2019 - Issue 3 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/sfds20/current  
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Gates Open Research 
https://gatesopenresearch.org/browse/articles 
[Accessed 14 Dec 2019] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Genome Medicine 
https://genomemedicine.biomedcentral.com/articles 
[Accessed 14 Dec 2019] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Geoheritage  
Volume 11, Issue 3, September 2019 
https://link.springer.com/journal/12371/11/3 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Health Action  
Volume 12, 2019   Supp 1 
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/zgha20/12/sup1?nav=tocList 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Health: Science and Practice (GHSP) 
Vol. 7, No. 3   September 23, 2019  
http://www.ghspjournal.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Public Health  
Volume 14, 2019   Issue 12 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rgph20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Globalization and Health 
http://www.globalizationandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 14 Dec 2019] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Health Affairs  
Vol. 38, No. 11   November 2019 
https://www.healthaffairs.org/toc/hlthaff/current 
Household Costs, Food & More 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Health and Human Rights 
Volume 21, Issue 2, December 2019 
https://www.hhrjournal.org/volume-21-issue-2-december-2019/ 
Special Section: Abortion in the Middle East and North Africa 
Special Section: Abortion Law Reform 
Special Section: Human Rights for Health across the United Nations  
General Papers 
 
Special Section: Human Rights for Health across the United Nations 
In collaboration with the O’Neill Institute for National and Global Health Law, Georgetown University, 
USA 
EDITORIAL  Human Rights for Health across the United Nations 
Benjamin Mason Meier and Lawrence O. Gostin 
 
General Papers 
EDITORIAL  25 Years: Exploring the Health and Human Rights Journey 
Carmel Williams, Joseph J. Amon, Mary T. Bassett, Ana V. Diez Roux, and Paul E. Farmer 
[See Week in Review above for full text] 
 
 
Health Economics, Policy and Law  
Volume 15 - Issue 1 - January 2020  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/health-economics-policy-and-law/latest-issue 
Articles 
Fairness in drug prices: do economists think differently from the public?  
Antonio J. Trujillo, Taruja Karmarkar, Caleb Alexander, William Padula, Jeremy Greene, Gerard 
Anderson 
Published online by Cambridge University Press: 04 December 2018, pp. 18-29 
 
 
Health Policy and Planning 
Volume 34, Issue Supplement_3, December 2019 
https://academic.oup.com/heapol/issue/34/Supplement_3 
Access to Medicines through Health Systems in Low- and Middle-Income Countries  
Editorial 
The State of Health Policy and Systems Research: Reflections From the 2018 5th Global 
Symposium  
Kara Hanson, Kumanan Rasanathan, Asha George  
Health Policy Plan, Volume 34, Issue Supplement_2, November 2019, Pages ii1–ii3, 
https://doi.org/10.1093/heapol/czz113 
 
Supplement Articles 
Methodological gaps and opportunities for studying multisectoral collaboration for health 
in low- and middle-income countries  
Douglas Glandon, Shinjini Mondal, Ida Okeyo, Shehla Zaidi, Mishal S Khan ...  
Health Policy Plan, Volume 34, Issue Supplement_2, November 2019, Pages ii7–ii17, 
https://doi.org/10.1093/heapol/czz116 
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Use of evidence and negotiation in the review of national standard treatment guidelines 
and essential medicines list: experience from Ghana  
Augustina Koduah, Brian A Asare, Edith Gavor, Martha Gyansa-Lutterodt, Edith Andrews Annan ...  
Health Policy Plan, Volume 34, Issue Supplement_2, November 2019, Pages ii104–ii120, 
https://doi.org/10.1093/heapol/czz107 
 
 
Health Research Policy and Systems 
http://www.health-policy-systems.com/content 
[Accessed 14 Dec 2019] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Human Gene Therapy 
Volume 30, Issue 11 / November 2019 
https://www.liebertpub.com/toc/hum/30/11 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Human Rights Quarterly 
Volume 41, Number 4, November 2019 
https://muse.jhu.edu/issue/41088 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Humanitarian Exchange Magazine 
Number 75,  May 2019  
https://odihpn.org/magazine/making-humanitarian-action-work-for-women-and-girls/ 
Special Feature: Making humanitarian action work for women and girls 
by HPN May 2019  
The theme of this edition of Humanitarian Exchange, co-edited with Women Deliver, is making 
humanitarian action work for women and girls. Despite gains, including commitments made at the 
World Humanitarian Summit, there is still much to be done to address the gendered impacts of 
humanitarian crises and improve gender-sensitive humanitarian action. 
 
In the lead article, Jacqueline Paul advocates for feminist humanitarian action based on evidence that 
improvements in women’s socio-economic status can reduce excess mortality among women after 
shocks. Jean Kemitare, Juliet Were and Jennate Eoomkham look at the role of local women’s rights 
organisations in preventing and responding to violence against women and girls, and Marcy Hersh and 
Diana Abou Abbas highlight opportunities for more concrete action on sexual and reproductive health 
in emergencies. 
 
Citing experience from Vanuatu, Jane Newnham explains how women will choose to use contraceptives 
even during a humanitarian response, when services and counselling are delivered in an appropriate 
and responsive way. Drawing on experience in Bangladesh, Tamara Fetters and colleagues challenge 
the belief that abortion is a non-essential service, or too complicated for humanitarian actors to 
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provide. Darcy Ataman, Shannon Johnson, Justin Cikuru and Jaime Cundy reflect on an innovative 
programme using music therapy to help survivors of trauma. 
 
Emilie Rees Smith, Emma Symonds and Lauryn Oates highlight lessons from the STAGE education 
programme in Afghanistan, and Degan Ali and Deqa Saleh outline how African Development Solutions 
is helping women and girls take on leadership and decision-making roles in Somalia. Fiona Samuels and 
Taveeshi Gupta explore patterns of suicide among young people in Vietnam, with a particular focus on 
girls, and Subhashni Raj, Brigitte Laboukly and Shantony Moli illustrate the importance of a gendered 
approach to community-based disaster risk reduction in the South-West Pacific. Nicola Jones, Workneh 
Yadete and Kate Pincock draw on research in Ethiopia to explore the gender- and age-specific 
vulnerabilities of adolescents. The edition ends with an article by Julie Rialet-Cislaghi on how 
humanitarian responses can better address child marriage. 
 
 
Human Vaccines & Immunotherapeutics (formerly Human Vaccines) 
Volume 15, Issue 12, 2019 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/khvi20/current 
Article 
Post-vaccination campaign coverage evaluation of oral cholera vaccine, oral polio vaccine 
and measles–rubella vaccine among Forcibly Displaced Myanmar Nationals in Bangladesh 
Ashraful Islam Khan, Md. Taufiqul Islam, Shah Alam Siddique, Shakil Ahmed, Nurnabi Sheikh, Ashraf 
Uddin Siddik, Muhammad Shariful Islam & Firdausi Qadri 
Pages: 2882-2886 
Published online: 23 Aug 2019 
 
 
Infectious Agents and Cancer  
http://www.infectagentscancer.com/content 
[Accessed 14 Dec 2019] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Infectious Diseases of Poverty  
http://www.idpjournal.com/content 
[Accessed 14 Dec 2019]  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
International Health 
Volume 11, Issue Supplement_1, November 2019 
https://academic.oup.com/inthealth/issue/11/6 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Human Rights Law Review 
Volume 8 (2019): Issue 2 (Nov 2019) 
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The Right to Compensation for Wrongful Conviction/Miscarriage of Justice in International 
Law  
By: Jamil Ddamulira Mujuzi  
Pages: 215–244  
Publication Date: 30 Nov 2019  
 
Guiding Principles for the Search for Disappeared Persons  
Committee on Enforced Disappearances  
Pages: 286–299  
Publication Date: 30 Nov 2019  
 
 
International Journal of Community Medicine and Public Health 
Vol 6, No 11 (2019)   November 2019 
https://www.ijcmph.com/index.php/ijcmph/issue/view/56 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Disaster Risk Reduction 
Volume 39   October 2019 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/international-journal-of-disaster-risk-reduction/vol/39/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Epidemiology 
Volume 48, Issue 5, October 2019 
https://academic.oup.com/ije/issue/48/5 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Heritage Studies 
Volume 25, Issue 12  2019 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rjhs20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Human Rights in Healthcare 
Volume 12 Issue 5  
https://www.emerald.com/insight/publication/issn/2056-4902/vol/12/iss/5 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Infectious Diseases  
December 2019 Volume 89, p1-196  
https://www.ijidonline.com/issue/S1201-9712(19)X0018-1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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International Migration Review 
Volume 53 Issue 4, December 2019  
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/mrx/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Intervention – Journal of Mental Health and Psychological Support in Conflict Affected 
Areas 
July-December 2019   Volume 17 | Issue 2   Page Nos. 117-318 
http://www.interventionjournal.org/currentissue.asp?sabs=n 
Special issue on the mental health and psychosocial wellbeing of Rohingya refugees 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 

 
JAMA  
December 10, 2019, Vol 322, No. 22, Pages 2149-2256  
http://jama.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
JAMA Pediatrics  
December 2019, Vol 173, No. 12, Pages 1119-1216  
http://archpedi.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
JBI Database of Systematic Review and Implementation Reports  
December 2019 - Volume 17 - Issue 12  
https://journals.lww.com/jbisrir/Pages/currenttoc.aspx 
IMPLEMENTATION REPORTS 
Promoting informed consent in a children's hospital in Tabriz, Iran: a best practice 
implementation project 
Kabiri, Neda; Hajebrahimi, Sakineh; Alizadeh, Gisoo; More  
JBI Database of Systematic Reviews and Implementation Reports. 17(12):2570-2577, December 2019.  
Abstract 
Introduction:  
Informed consent is a continuous and dynamic process. It is a crucial part of healthcare procedures 
that becomes more complex in a pediatric clinical practice, where parents must make decisions for their 
children.  
Objectives:  
The aim of this implementation project was to evaluate the current practice and implement the best 
practice related to obtaining informed consent in a children's hospital in Tabriz, Iran.  
Methods:  
A clinical audit was undertaken using the JBI Practical Application of Clinical Evidence System (JBI 
PACES) tool. Five audit criteria representing the best-practice recommendations for informed consent 
were used. A baseline audit was conducted, followed by the implementation of multiple strategies. The 
project was finalized with a follow-up audit to determine change in practice.  
Results:  
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The compliance rate of all criteria improved from baseline to follow-up audit. Criteria 1 (obtaining 
informed consent prior to all nursing procedures) and 5 (provision of information related to the 
necessity of the treatment) reached 97% compliance in the follow-up cycle. Criterion 4 (provision of 
information related to the nature and effect of the treatment) achieved 74% compliance. Both criteria 
2 and 3 (provision of information related to alternative treatments and consequences of refusing 
treatment) reached 57% in the follow-up cycle. To improve compliance, meetings were organized with 
the heads of departments, nurses and residents regarding informed consent. Also, staff were 
encouraged to report cases where informed consent was not obtained.  
Conclusion:  
The audit results indicated an improvement in obtaining informed consent in the included departments. 
The interventions that were employed can facilitate the implementation of evidence into clinical 
practice.  
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Significance 
Achieving the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals remains a challenge in many developing 
countries, and especially in rural areas. Smallholder farmers are often trapped in a vicious cycle of low-
intensity farming, low yields, limited market access, and insufficient profits, all of which prevents 
beneficial investments. Contract farming is commonly seen as a suitable means of linking poor farmers 
to markets, improving household welfare, and promoting the modernization of the agricultural sector. 
The available evidence supports the notion that contract farming increases welfare, but external 
validity is limited. We address this gap using data from 6 developing countries and discuss implications 
for policy and research. 
Abstract 
Poverty is prevalent in the small-farm sector of many developing countries. A large literature suggests 
that contract farming—a preharvest agreement between farmers and buyers—can facilitate smallholder 
market participation, improve household welfare, and promote rural development. These findings have 
influenced the development policy debate, but the external validity of the extant evidence is limited. 
Available studies typically focus on a single contract scheme or on a small geographical area in one 
country. We generate evidence that is generalizable beyond a particular contract scheme, crop, or 
country, using nationally representative survey data from 6 countries. We focus on the implications of 
contract farming for household income and labor demand, finding that contract farmers obtain higher 
incomes than their counterparts without contracts only in some countries. Contract farmers in most 
countries exhibit increased demand for hired labor, which suggests that contract farming stimulates 
employment, yet we do not find evidence of spillover effects at the community level. Our results 
challenge the notion that contract farming unambiguously improves welfare. We discuss why our 
results may diverge from previous findings and propose research designs that yield greater internal and 
external validity. Implications for policy and research are relevant beyond contract farming. 
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Abstract 
   In contrast to medical care, which is focused on the individual patient, public health is focused on 
collective health. This article argues that, in order to better protect the individual, discussions of public 
health would benefit from incorporating the insights of virtue ethics. There are three reasons to for 
this. First, the collective focus may cause neglect of the effects of public health policy on the interests 
and rights of individuals and minorities. Second, whereas the one-on-one encounters in medical care 
facilitate a compassionate and caring attitude, public health involves a distance between professionals 
and the public. Therefore, public health professionals must use imagination and care to evaluate the 
effects of policies on individuals. Third, the relationship between public health professionals and the 
people who are affected by the policies they design is characterized by power asymmetry, demanding a 
high level of responsibility from those who wield them. 
   Against this background, it is argued that public health professionals should develop the virtues of 
responsibility, compassion and humility. The examples provided, i.e. breastfeeding information and 
vaccination policy, illustrate the importance of these virtues, which needed for normative as well as 
instrumental reasons, i.e. as a way to restore trust. 
 
Authority and the Future of Consent in Population-Level Biomedical Research  
Mark Sheehan, Rachel Thompson, Jon Fistein, Jim Davies, Michael Dunn ...  
Public Health Ethics, Volume 12, Issue 3, November 2019, Pages 225–236, 
https://doi.org/10.1093/phe/phz015 
Abstract 
Population-level biomedical research has become crucial to the health system’s ability to improve the 
health of the population. This form of research raises a number of well-documented ethical concerns, 
perhaps the most significant of which is the inability of the researcher to obtain fully informed specific 
consent from participants. Two proposed technical solutions to this problem of consent in large-scale 
biomedical research that have become increasingly popular are meta-consent and dynamic consent. 
We critically examine the ethical and practical credentials of these proposals and find them lacking. We 
suggest that the consent problem is not solved by adopting a technology driven approach grounded in 
a notion of ‘specific’ consent but by taking seriously the role of research governance in combination 
with broader conceptions of consent. In our view, these approaches misconstrue the rightful location of 
authority in the way in which population-level biomedical research activities are structured and 
organized. We conclude by showing how and why the authority for determining the nature and shape 
of choice making about participation ought not to lie with individual participants, but rather with the 
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researchers and the research governance process, and that this necessarily leads to the endorsement 
of a fully articulated broad consent approach. 
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Editorial 
Protect global collaboration 
By Alan I. Leshner 
Science13 Dec 2019 : 1291 
Summary 
Organized intellectual espionage is a concept that may not seem relevant to most American scientists 
because such instances are extremely rare, like most cases of scientific misconduct. But this type of 
theft from research institutions in the United States, although infrequent and isolated, is very real and 
very serious. It compromises the scientific values that uphold the openness of academic institutions in 
the United States as well as the nation's security. Over the past decade, U.S. academic, security, and 
intelligence communities have identified an increasing number of instances of such misconduct by 
foreign nations, primarily China but also Russia and Iran. As policies to aggressively deter these 
occurrences are under vigorous discussion, the scientific community needs to step up and participate in 
designing the legal path forward, no matter how unpalatable that might seem. Otherwise, scientists will 
simply be left accepting the cards dealt to them regarding openness and collaboration, which could be 
even more distasteful. 
 
In Depth 
Cave painting suggests ancient origin of modern mind 
By Michael Price 
Science13 Dec 2019 : 1299 Restricted Access 
Summary 
An ancient cave painting found on the Indonesian island of Sulawesi shows part-human, part-animal 
hunters surrounding indigenous prey animals. At 44,000 years old, the hunting scene is thought to be 
the oldest figurative rock art yet discovered that was created by our own species. The painting belongs 
to a rich tradition of ancient rock art in Indonesia. On Sulawesi, artists were drawing on caves in a 
similar style for at least 20,000 years. The new finding's old age, combined with Indonesia's 
remoteness from the cradle of human evolution in Africa, suggests the cognitive abilities that permit 
abstract, imaginative thought have been with humanity for a very, very long time. 
 
Reviews 
Realizing the potential of digital development: The case of agricultural advice 
By Raissa Fabregas, Michael Kremer, Frank Schilbach 
Science13 Dec 2019 
Mobile farming advice 
Mobile phones are almost universally available, and the costs of information transmission are low. They 
are used by smallholder farmers in low-income countries, largely successfully, to optimize markets for 
their produce. Fabregas et al. review the potential for boosting mobile phone use with smartphones to 
deliver not only market information but also more sophisticated agricultural extension advice. GPS-
linked smartphones could provide locally relevant weather and pest information and video-based 
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farming advice. But how to support the financial requirements of such extension services is less 
obvious, given the unwieldiness of government agencies and the vested interests of commercial 
suppliers. 
Abstract 
The rapid spread of mobile phones creates potential for sustainably raising agricultural productivity for 
the 2 billion people living in smallholder farming households. Meta-analyses suggest that providing 
agricultural information via digital technologies increased yields by 4% and the odds of adopting 
recommended inputs by 22%. Benefits likely exceed the cost of information transmission by an order 
of magnitude. The spread of GPS-enabled smartphones could increase these benefits by enabling 
customized information, thus incentivizing farmers to contribute information to the system. Well-known 
distortions in markets for information limit the ability of such systems to reach the socially efficient 
scale through purely commercial means. There is a clear role for public support for digital agricultural 
extension, but messages designed by agricultural ministries are often difficult for farmers to understand 
and use. Realizing the potential of mobile communication systems requires feedback mechanisms to 
enable rigorous testing and continuous improvement. 
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This issue focuses on new technologies and their potential benefits for humanity as well as their 
expanding use in advancing the 2030 Agenda. It explores the promise of our digital age, while posing 
important questions about where these technologies are leading us, and how their misuse could also 
lead to increased inequality and conflict. 
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