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:: Week in Review  
A highly selective capture of strategic developments, research, commentary, analysis and 
announcements spanning Human Rights Action, Humanitarian Response, Health, Education, Holistic 
Development, Heritage Stewardship, Sustainable Resilience. Achieving a balance across these broad 
themes is a challenge and we appreciate your observations and ideas in this regard. This is not 
intended to be a "news and events" digest. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
WHO gravely concerned about humanitarian situation in northeast Syria  
13 October, Cairo, Egypt — WHO is gravely concerned about the humanitarian health 
situation in northeast Syria, where up to 200,000 people have been displaced as a result of 
increased military operations since 9 October, and almost 1.5 million people are in need of 
health aid. Many of those affected by the recent hostilities have already experienced immense 
physical and mental stress as a result of years of conflict and repeated displacement. 
 
People in need of essential health care services face challenges related to insecurity and limited access 
to health care. Already weakened health services in northeast Syria have been severely impacted by 
the latest security developments. The national hospital in Ras Al-Ain is currently out of service, and the 
national hospital and two health centers in Tel Abyad are also currently non-functional. The three field 
hospitals in Al-Hol camp have limited their services since 12 October as a result of the escalation of 
hostilities which has impeded access of health staff to the camp. All health facilities in camps hosting 
displaced people in Ain Issa and Ras al Ain have also been evacuated, with additional facilities under 
threat as the conflict rapidly escalates. 
  
A number of health partners have already suspended services due to insecurity, further disrupting 
access to essential health care services. On 12 October, a trauma stabilization point located south of 
Ras Al Ain was evacuated after being reportedly attacked, resulting in two health staff injured and two 
ambulances destroyed. On the same day, the hospital in Ras Al-Ain was also reportedly attacked. There 
were no casualties as the facility had already been evacuated. 
 
Across northeast Syria, shortages of health workers is widespread as they too have been among those 
displaced by the ongoing insecurity, aggravating an already critical situation and further depriving 
underserved populations of access to medical care. 
 
Damages to the pumping station in Ras Al Ain, the main water source for most of Al 
Hassakeh governorate, has increased the risk of outbreaks of infectious diseases. Even 
before the current escalation in conflict, acute diarreah and typhoid were two of the most 
reported diseases among people in northeast Syria in August 2019. Ongoing 
displacements, overcrowded living conditions, and limited access to safe water and 
sanitation services, will likely lead to an increase in the number of people affected by 
water-borne diseases. 
 
Amid this chaotic and fast-moving situation, WHO and health partners are working hard to respond to 
urgent health needs. Almost 314,000 medical treatments, vaccines, in addition to trauma medicines for 
500 trauma patients have already been prepositioned in Qamishly hub. An additional shipment of more 
than 100,000 treatments and medicines for 640 trauma patients will be airlifted to Qamishly in the 

http://www.emro.who.int/syr/syria-news/who-gravely-concerned-about-humanitarian-situation-in-northeast-syria.html


   

  

coming week. Medicines for diarrheal diseases, have also been prepositioned for delivery to health 
facilities as needed. Despite the challenges, many health NGOs continue to operate or shift to new 
locations. Some casualty cases requiring hospitalization are referred to a WHO-supported facility in Al-
Hassakeh, and WHO is in the process of contracting two additional hospitals in Al-Hassakeh and Al-
Raqqa to support referral services. 
 
As the situation evolves, WHO and partners will continue to assess health needs and scale up their 
response as needed. 
 
WHO calls on all parties to the conflict to preserve the right to health for hundreds of thousands of 
innocent civilians in northeast Syria, and comply with International Humanitarian Law to protect all 
civilians, including health care workers and patients, as well as health facilities. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Organization of American States – Democracy, Destabilization 
 
Statement of the OAS General Secretariat 
October 16, 2019  
The recent currents of destabilization of the political systems of the hemisphere have their 
origins in the strategy of the Bolivarian and Cuban dictatorships, which seek to reposition 
themselves once again, not through a process of re-institutionalization and re-democratization, but 
through their old methodology of exporting polarization and bad practices, to essentially finance, 
support and promote political and social conflict. 
 
The "Bolivarian breezes" to which the president of the illegitimate Bolivarian constituent national 
assembly has referred, have brought destabilization, violence, drug trafficking, death and corruption. 
The Venezuelan people themselves have paid the highest cost, but the other countries of 
the hemisphere are also now paying a high price for the crisis caused by the Venezuelan 
dictatorship. 
 
“Bolivarian breezes” are not welcome in this hemisphere. We strongly condemn the threat of exporting 
bad practices and destabilization to Colombia made by that person in the Bolivarian dictatorship. 
 
The strategy of destabilization of democracy through the financing of political and social 
movements has distorted political dynamics in the Americas. For years, the Venezuelan 
dictatorship, with the support of the Cuban dictatorship, institutionalized sophisticated co-
optation, repression, destabilization and media propaganda structures in the region. For 
example, the financing of the Venezuelan dictatorship to political campaigns has been one of the 
effective ways to increase capacities to generate conflict. 
 
The crisis in Ecuador is an expression of the distortions that the Venezuelan and Cuban 
dictatorships have installed in the political systems of the hemisphere. However, what recent 
events have also shown is that the intentional and systematic strategy of the two dictatorships to 
destabilize democracies is no longer as effective as in the past. 
 
The OAS General Secretariat reaffirms its obligation to protect democratic principles and 

https://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=E-081/19


   

  

human rights, and to defend them where they are threatened. It also remains available to 
member states in their efforts to address the destabilization factors organized by the 
Venezuelan and Cuban dictatorship. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Children – Rights, Health, Welfare 
 
The State of the World’s Children 2019 :: Children, food and nutrition: Growing well in a changing 
world 
UNICEF :: Flagship Report - October 2019  258 pages 
PDF: https://www.unicef.org/media/60806/file/SOWC-2019.pdf 
Highlights  
   For the first time in 20 years, UNICEF’s flagship report examines the issue of children, food and 
nutrition, providing a fresh perspective on a rapidly evolving challenge. 
    This 2019 edition of The State of the World’s Children (SOWC) examines the issue of children, food 
and nutrition, providing a fresh perspective on a rapidly evolving challenge. Despite progress in the 
past two decades, one third of children under age 5 are malnourished – stunted, wasted or overweight 
– while two thirds are at risk of malnutrition and hidden hunger because of the poor quality of their 
diets. At the center of this challenge is a broken food system that fails to provide children with the diets 
they need to grow healthy. This report also provides new data and analyses of malnutrition in the 21st 
century and outlines recommendations to put children’s rights at the heart of food systems. 
 
Key Messages 
At least 1 in 3 children under 5 is undernourished or overweight and 1 in 2 suffers from 
hidden hunger, undermining the capacity of millions of children to grow and develop to 
their full potential. 
:: Globally, at least 1 in 3 children under 5 is not growing well due to malnutrition in its more visible 
forms: stunting, wasting and overweight. 
:: Globally, at least 1 in 2 children under 5 suffers from hidden hunger due to deficiencies in vitamins 
and other essential nutrients. 
:: Undernutrition continues to exert a heavy toll. In 2018, almost 200 million children under 5 suffered 
from stunting or wasting while at least 340 million suffered from hidden hunger. 

:: Overweight and obesity continue to rise. From 2000–2016, the proportion of overweight children (5 

to 19 years old) rose from 1 in 10 to almost 1 in 5. 
:: The number of stunted children has declined in all continents, except in Africa while the number of 
overweight children has increased in all continents, including in Africa. 
 
The triple burden of malnutrition – undernutrition, hidden hunger and overweight – 
threatens the survival, growth and development of children, young people, economies and 
nations. 

::  Stunting – a clear sign that children in a country are not developing well - is both a symptom of past 

deprivation and a predictor of future poverty. 
:: Wasting can be lethal for children, particularly in its most severe forms. Contrary to common belief, 
most wasted children around the world live in Asia and not in emergency settings. 
:: Hidden hunger harms children and women. Iron deficiency reduces children’s ability to learn and iron 
deficiency anaemia increases women’s risk of death during or shortly after childbirth. 

https://www.unicef.org/reports/state-of-worlds-children-2019
https://www.unicef.org/media/60806/file/SOWC-2019.pdf


   

  

:: Child overweight can lead to early onset of type-2 diabetes, stigmatization and depression, and is a 
strong predictor of adult obesity, with serious health and economic consequences. 
:: The greatest burden of all forms of malnutrition is shouldered by children and young people from 
the poorest and most marginalized communities, perpetuating poverty across generations. 
 
The triple burden of malnutrition is driven by the poor quality of children’s diets: 2 in 3 
children are not fed the minimum recommended diverse diet for healthy growth and 
development. 
:: Only 2 in 5 infants under six months of age are exclusively breastfed, as recommended. 
Breastfeeding could save the lives of 820,000 children annually worldwide. 
:: Use of breastmilk substitutes is of concern. Sales of milk-based formula grew by 41 per cent globally 
and by 72 per cent in upper middle-income countries such as Brazil, China and Turkey from 2008-2013. 
:: Poor diets drive malnutrition in early childhood: 44 per cent of children aged 6 to 23 months are not 
fed fruits or vegetables and 59 per cent are not fed eggs, dairy, fish or meat. 
:: Only 1 in 5 children aged 6 to 23 months from the poorest households and rural areas is fed the 
minimum recommended diverse diet for healthy growth and brain development. 
:: Many school-going adolescents consume highly processed foods: 42 per cent drink carbonated soft 
drinks at least once a day and  46 per cent eat fast food at least once a week. 
 
Globalization, urbanization, inequities, humanitarian crises and climate shocks are driving 
Unprecedented negative changes in the nutrition situation of children around the world. 
:: Globalization is shaping food options and choices: 77 per cent of processed food sales worldwide are 
controlled by just 100 large firms. 
:: In cities, many poor children live in “food deserts”, facing an absence of healthy food options, or in 
“Food swamps”, confronted with an abundance of high-calorie, low-nutrient, processed foods. 
:: Poor families tend to select low-quality food that costs less. Because of poverty and exclusion, the 
most disadvantaged children face the greatest risk of all forms of malnutrition. 
:: Climate shocks, loss of biodiversity, and damage to water, air and soil are worsening the nutritional 
prospects of millions of children and young people, especially among the poor. 
:: UNICEF and its partners treated more than 3.4 million children with severe malnutrition in 
humanitarian settings in 2018, from Afghanistan and Yemen to Nigeria and South Sudan.  
 
Improving children’s nutrition requires food systems to deliver nutritious, safe, affordable 
and sustainable diets for all children. 
:: Millions of children are eating too little of what they need, and millions are eating too much of what 
they don’t need: poor diets are now the main risk factor for the global burden of disease. 
:: National food systems must put children’s nutrition at the heart of their work because their 
nutritional needs are unique and meeting them is critical for sustainable development. 
:: Financial incentives should be used to reward actors who increase the availability of healthy and 
affordable foods in markets and other points of sale especially in low-income communities. 
:: Financial disincentives on unhealthy foods can improve children’s diets. For example, taxes on sugary 
foods and beverages can reduce their consumption by children and adolescents. 
:: Fortification of complementary foods and staple foods with micronutrients can be a cost-effective 
intervention to combat hidden hunger in children, young people and women. 
 
Food environments are crucial. When healthy options are affordable, convenient and 
desirable, children and families make better food choices. 



   

  

:: Children, adolescents, young people, parents and families need support to demand nutritious foods, 
but food environments need to promote and support healthy diets. 
:: Innovative, fun, memorable and engaging communication strategies to promote healthy eating can 
leverage the cultural and social aspirations of children, adolescents and families. 
:: Legislation plays a key role in promoting good diets for children, such as by regulating the marketing 
of breastmilk substitutes to mothers and families, and of unhealthy food to children. 
:: The marketing of unhealthy foods and sugarsweetened beverages is directly linked to growing 
overweight and obesity in children. 

:: Front of package labelling – visible, accurate and easy to understand – helps children, young people 

and families make healthier food choices and incentivizes suppliers to deliver healthy food. 
:: Governments need to promote healthy food environments in schools, including healthy meals and 

limiting the sale and advertising of ‘junk food’ in proximity to schools and playgrounds. 

:: The health, water and sanitation, education and social protection systems also have crucial roles to 
play in promoting and supporting good nutrition for children, adolescents and women. 
 
Investing in nutrition for children and young people is a cornerstone investment if the 
world is to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals by 2030. 

:: Investing in child nutrition is key to human capital formation because nutrition is central to children’s 

growth, cognitive development, school performance and future productivity. 
:: A large and young labour force - with a great creativity and productivity potential - is emerging in 
Africa and Asia. However, malnutrition risks limiting this demographic dividend. 
:: Returns from investment in nutrition are high. For example, every dollar invested in reducing 
Stunting generates an economic return equivalent to about US$18 in high-burden countries. 
 

One word must be at the heart of our response to children’s malnutrition - action. We need action that 

reflects the core role of food systems, that strengthens the supply of - and demand for - better food, 

that improves children’s food environments, and leverages the role of key supportive systems. 

 
With action comes another imperative: accountability. Progress must be measured, shared, acted on 
and celebrated. Sound nutrition is fundamental to children’s well-being and the achievement of the 
Sustainable Development Goals. It needs to be put at the heart of government policy and supported by 
key stakeholders, including civil society and the private sector. 
 
The State of the World’s Children 2019 report concludes with the following Agenda to Put Children’s 
Nutrition Rights First: 
1 Empower families, children and young people to demand nutritious food. 
2 Drive food suppliers to do the right thing for children. 
3 Build healthy food environments for all children. 
4 Mobilize supportive systems - health, water and sanitation, education and social protection - to scale 
up nutrition results for all children. 
5 Collect, analyse and use good-quality data and evidence regularly to guide action and track progress. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Digital Technology – Social Welfare Systems – Human Rights 



   

  

 
World stumbling zombie-like into a digital welfare dystopia, warns UN human rights expert  
NEW YORK (17 October 2019) – A UN human rights expert has expressed concerns about the 
emergence of the "digital welfare state", saying that all too often the real motives behind such 
programs are to slash welfare spending, set up intrusive government surveillance systems and 
generate profits for private corporate interests. 
 
"As humankind moves, perhaps inexorably, towards the digital welfare future it needs to alter course 
significantly and rapidly to avoid stumbling zombie-like into a digital welfare dystopia," the Special 
Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights, Philip Alston, says in a report to be presented to the 
General Assembly on Friday. 
 
The digital welfare state is commonly presented as an altruistic and noble enterprise designed to 
ensure that citizens benefit from new technologies, experience more efficient government, and enjoy 
higher levels of well-being. But, Alston said, the digitization of welfare systems has very often been 
used to promote deep reductions in the overall welfare budget, a narrowing of the beneficiary pool, the 
elimination of some services, the introduction of demanding and intrusive forms of conditionality, the 
pursuit of behavioural modification goals, the imposition of stronger sanctions regimes, and a complete 
reversal of the traditional notion that the state should be accountable to the individual.  
 
"Digital welfare states thereby risk becoming Trojan Horses for neoliberal hostility towards social 
protection and regulation," said the UN Special Rapporteur.  "Moreover, empowering governments in 
countries with significant rule of law deficits by endowing them with the level of control and the 
potential for abuse provided by these biometric ID systems should send shudders down the spine of 
anyone even vaguely concerned to ensure that the digital age will be a human rights friendly one". 
 
Alston said governments justified the introduction of expensive and complex biometric digital identity 
card systems on the grounds that they would improve welfare services and reduce fraud. 
 
"The process is commonly referred to as 'digital transformation' by governments and the tech 
consultancies that advise them, but this somewhat neutral term should not be permitted to conceal the 
revolutionary, politically-driven, character of many such innovations," Alston said.  "Systems of social 
protection and assistance are increasingly driven by digital data and technologies that are used for 
diverse purposes, including to automate, predict, identify, surveil, detect, target and punish." 
 
The dominant role of the private sector in designing, constructing and even operating significant parts 
of the digital welfare state is a major reason for concern, according to Alston.  "Most Governments 
have stopped short of requiring Big Tech companies to abide by human rights standards, and because 
the companies themselves have steadfastly resisted any such efforts, the companies often operate in a 
virtually human rights free-zone," said Alston… 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Development – Africa/Broadband 
 
Connecting Africa to Broadband: A Roadmap for Inclusive Growth 
HIGHLIGHTS 

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25156&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Poverty/A_74_48037_AdvanceUneditedVersion.docx
http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/transport/publication/connecting-africa-to-broadband-a-roadmap-for-inclusive-growth


   

  

:: A new report says around $100 billion will be needed to achieve universal access to 
broadband connectivity in Africa by 2030 
:: The report calls for urgent action to close the internet access gap while providing a roadmap and 
action plan for reaching this objective 
:: This report, one of the first to quantify the cost of bridging the broadband gap in North and Sub-
Saharan Africa, is the first deliverable of the Broadband Commission Broadband for All Working Group 
 
WASHINGTON, October 17, 2019— What will it take for Africa to connect an additional 1.1 billion 
people online by 2030 and bridge the connectivity gap? A new report launched today at the World 
Bank/IMF Annual Meetings estimates the cost of closing the digital divide at around $100 billion or 
close to US$9 billion a year.  The challenge shouldn’t be underestimated. In Sub-Saharan Africa, about 
a third of the population remains out of reach of 3G networks compared to about 2 percent in North 
Africa. 
 
Achieving this target is a significant undertaking which will require the deployment of nearly 250,000 
new 4G base stations and at least 250,000 kilometers of fiber across the region, the report says. 
Connecting the unconnected would also require rolling out innovative and alternative solutions (Wi-Fi, 
satellites, etc.) to reach the nearly 100 million people that live in remote, rural areas currently out of 
reach of traditional mobile networks…  
 
Download the full report: https://www.broadbandcommission.org/Documents/working-
groups/DigitalMoonshotforAfrica_Report.pdf 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Featured Journal Content 
 
Nature 
Volume 574 Issue 7778, 17 October 2019 
http://www.nature.com/nature/current_issue.html 
Editorial | 16 October 2019  
Counting the hidden $12-trillion cost of a broken food system  
The world’s food system costs trillions in poor health and ecological damage. On World Food Day, 
governments and researchers must commit to more-regular audits of these unseen expenses. 
 
There’s an unfolding tragedy at the heart of the world’s food system and its cause lies mainly at the 
door of governments, food manufacturers and agribusinesses. 
 
The situation is urgent. One-third of all food goes to waste, and yet governments and other players in 
the food system are unable to prevent 820 million people from regularly going hungry. The food 
industry, especially, bears responsibility for the fact that 680 million people are obese, but it is largely 
governments and their citizens who have to pick up the costs of treatment. 
 
When industrial-scale farms draw copious quantities of water to irrigate crops, again it is taxpayers 
who foot the bill for the water scarcity that can follow. It’s the same for agrochemicals and their effects 
on the health of people and ecosystems. Governments find themselves shouldering the costs of 
biodiversity loss, and mopping up agriculture’s contribution to greenhouse-gas emissions. 

https://www.broadbandcommission.org/Documents/working-groups/DigitalMoonshotforAfrica_Report.pdf
https://www.broadbandcommission.org/Documents/working-groups/DigitalMoonshotforAfrica_Report.pdf
https://www.broadbandcommission.org/Documents/working-groups/DigitalMoonshotforAfrica_Report.pdf
http://www.nature.com/nature/current_issue.html
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-03117-y


   

  

 
These hidden costs — or externalities — must be met, and last month a landmark report estimated 
them to be somewhere in the region of US$12 trillion a year, rising to $16 trillion by 2050. That is a 
staggering figure — equivalent to the gross domestic product of China. 
 
What is equally alarming is that these costs are not being regularly counted, and the food and 
agriculture industries seem to assume that the bill will be paid. That isn’t right and has to change. 
 
The report, which is the work of an organization called the Food and Land Use Coalition — which 
includes business groups and research institutions as well as the United Nations — also calculated the 
costs that governments and businesses would need to pay to transition to a more sustainable food 
system. That estimate comes to somewhere between $300 billion and $350 billion annually. In addition 
— and after taking account of hidden costs — a more sustainable food system could yield a further 
$5.7 trillion a year by 2030 in new economic opportunities, offsetting the $350-billion price tag by 
many multiples. 
 
For example, a transition to plant-based diets containing less salt, sugar and processed foods is 
estimated to cost $30 billion. But the resulting economic benefits are predicted to be around $1.28 
trillion. Cutting food waste is similarly estimated to cost $30 billion, with an estimated $455 billion 
expected to flow in commercial opportunities from waste reduction. 
 
So if there’s money to be made, it is reasonable to ask what is holding companies back. Why aren’t 
they queueing up for a slice of the pie? Some undoubtedly are, but more could be persuaded, or 
compelled, to act. 
 
Governments have several levers when it comes to getting companies to change behaviour. One is 
taxation, a function of which is to fund public services, including clean-up efforts. Another lever is 
regulation — although in recent years, the fashion among some governments, in developed countries 
at least, has been to avoid imposing strong regulations. Instead, there is a move towards using softer 
methods to change practices in industry, drawing on the work of researchers in the behavioural 
sciences, for example. 
 
A third lever is financial incentives — such as promoting the idea that companies can make profits from 
sustainability. Such an approach has had a measure of success following the influential 2006 
publication of The Economics of Climate Change: The Stern Review, from development economist 
Nicholas Stern of the London School of Economics and Political Science. Among other things, this 
report and others that followed paved the way for several climate-change funding initiatives. 
 
Whichever lever is used — and the most effective route is likely to involve a combination of all three, 
and more — there must be more-regular accounting and publishing of these hidden costs. That could 
be a task for national ministries of finance, or national statistics offices, working closely with 
researchers. 
 
The Food and Land Use Coalition has performed an important service, but its calculations cannot be a 
one-off exercise, and governments, in turn, need to use these data to compel industry to act. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 



   

  

 
Development, Governance, Food & Land Use 
 
Growing Better: Ten Critical Transitions to Transform Food and Land Use 
The Global Consultation Report of the Food and Land Use Coalition September 2019 
For people, nature and climate 
September 2019 :: 237 pages 
PDF: https://www.foodandlandusecoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/FOLU-GrowingBetter-
GlobalReport.pdf 
Executive Summary [excerpt] 
The world faces a remarkable opportunity to transform food and land use systems over the next ten 
years. This report lays out the scientific evidence and economic case that demonstrate that, by 2030, 
food and land use systems can help bring climate change under control, safeguard biological diversity, 
ensure healthier diets for all, drastically improve food security and create more inclusive rural 
economies. And they can do that while reaping a societal return that is more than 15 times the related 
investment cost (estimated at less than 0.5 percent of global GDP) and creating new business 
opportunities worth up to $4.5 trillion a year by 2030.1 Delivering such a transformation will be 
challenging but will ensure that food and land use systems play their part in delivering the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) and the Paris Agreement targets on climate change. 
 
Leaving these systems to continue on current trends, by contrast, means sleepwalking into a scenario 
wherein climate change, sea-level rise and extreme-weather events increasingly threaten human life, 
biodiversity and natural resources are depleted, people increasingly suffer life-threatening, diet-induced 
diseases, food security is compromised, and socioeconomic development is seriously impaired. Such a 
pathway would place the SDGs and the Paris Agreement targets out of reach and within a few decades 
threaten our collective security. 
 
Transformation of food and land use systems thus needs to become an urgent priority globally – for 
leaders in the public and private sectors, and for civil society, multilateral institutions, the research 
community, consumers and citizens. 
 
To support such leadership, this report from the Food and Land Use Coalition (FOLU) proposes a 
reform agenda. This agenda is centred around ten critical transitions that would enable food and land 
use systems to provide food security and healthy diets for a global population of over nine billion by 
2050, while also tackling our core climate, biodiversity, health and poverty challenges (Exhibit 1). The 
specifics of the reform programme will inevitably vary from one country to the next, and from one 
community to the next. But all countries and communities could benefit from taking a holistic approach 
to the transformation of food and land use systems, combining the massive opportunities that are 
becoming available in respect of “nutritious food”, “nature-based solutions”, ”wider choice and supply” 
and “opportunity for all” agendas… 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
  
Emergencies 
 
Ebola – DRC+ 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 

https://www.foodandlandusecoalition.org/global-report/
https://www.foodandlandusecoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/FOLU-GrowingBetter-GlobalReport.pdf
https://www.foodandlandusecoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/FOLU-GrowingBetter-GlobalReport.pdf


   

  

 
Statement on the meeting of the International Health Regulations (2005) Emergency 
Committee for Ebola virus disease in the Democratic Republic of the Congo on 18 October 
2019 
[Excerpts] 
Context and Discussion 
The Committee commended the response to date, under the leadership of the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo Ministry of Health, and appreciated the progress made under the multisectoral coordination 
commission established in July 2019. Support provided by WHO, UN agencies, NGOs and other 
partners has also contributed to limiting the spread and impact of this virus in a difficult context in 
many areas in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. The courage and commitment of all frontline 
workers were specifically praised by the Committee. 
 
While the Committee commended the efforts made by the neighbouring countries to strengthen 
preparedness, it remained deeply concerned by the lack of sustained financial support for these 
activities. 
 
The committee noticed with appreciation that the general compliance of all states with the WHO 
recommendations to keep borders open and air travel meant operations could continue and economies 
in the area were not harmed by border closures. 
 
However, the Committee is concerned that a year into the outbreak, the access and security situations 
on the ground could hinder final efforts to eliminate the virus from rural communities. 
 
Conclusions and Advice 
It was the view of the Committee that this event still constitutes a public health 
emergency of international concern (PHEIC) under the IHR (2005).  
 
…Based on this advice, the reports made by the affected State Party, and the currently available 
information, the Director-General accepted the Committee’s assessment and on 18 October 
2019 maintained the Ebola outbreak in the Democratic Republic of the Congo as a Public 
Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC). 
 
The Director-General endorsed the Committee’s advice and issued them as Temporary 
Recommendations under IHR (2005) to reduce the international spread of Ebola, effective 18 October 
2019. 
 
:::::: 
 
Major milestone for WHO-supported Ebola vaccine 
18 October 2019   News release   Geneva 
The World Health Organization (WHO) welcomes the European Medicines Agency (EMA) announcement 
recommending a conditional marketing authorization for the rVSV-ZEBOV-GP vaccine, which has been 
shown to be effective in protecting people from the Ebola virus.   
 
Today’s announcement by EMA, the European agency responsible for the scientific evaluation of 
medicines developed by pharmaceutical companies, is a key step before the European Commission 
decision on licensing. In parallel, WHO will move towards prequalification of the vaccine… 

https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/18-10-2019-statement-on-the-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)-emergency-committee-for-ebola-virus-disease-in-the-democratic-republic-of-the-congo
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/18-10-2019-statement-on-the-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)-emergency-committee-for-ebola-virus-disease-in-the-democratic-republic-of-the-congo
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/18-10-2019-statement-on-the-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)-emergency-committee-for-ebola-virus-disease-in-the-democratic-republic-of-the-congo
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/18-10-2019-major-milestone-for-who-supported-ebola-vaccine


   

  

 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
POLIO   
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
 
Polio this week as of 16 October 2019   
:: Preparations for World Polio Day taking place next week on 24 October are in full swing. On that 
day, the Global Commission for the Certification of Poliomyelitis Eradication (GCC) is expected to 
declare poliovirus type 3 (WPV3) as globally eradicated. The event will be broadcast on the internet. 
Viewers are welcome to follow the proceedings through a WebEx broadcast that will be available here. 
:: The Polio Oversight board (POB) met on 6 September 2019 for its third meeting of the year to 
discuss the current status of work within the programme. The meeting summary is now available. 
 
Summary of new viruses this week:  
:: Pakistan — two WPV1-positive environmental samples;  
:: Philippines — two cVDPV1-positive environmental samples. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Editor’s Note: 
WHO has posted a refreshed emergencies page which presents an updated listing of Grade 3,2,1 
emergencies as below. 
 
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
Democratic Republic of the Congo  
:: Statement on the meeting of the International Health Regulations (2005) Emergency Committee for 
Ebola virus disease in the Democratic Republic of the Congo on 18 October 2019 
:: Ebola Outbreak in DRC 63: 15 October 2019 
[See Ebola above for detail] 
 
Syrian Arab Republic    
:: WHO gravely concerned about humanitarian situation in northeast Syria  13 October 2019 
[See Milestones above for detail] 
 
Mozambique floods   - No new digest announcements identified 
Nigeria - No new digest announcements identified 
Somalia - No new digest announcements identified 
South Sudan   - No new digest announcements identified 
Yemen - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
MERS-CoV   

http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
https://who-meeting.webex.com/who-meeting/j.php?MTID=mc6de133ddfff591d99190733c4b8ef67
http://polioeradication.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/POB-meeting-summary-20190906.pdf
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cod/en/
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/18-10-2019-statement-on-the-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)-emergency-committee-for-ebola-virus-disease-in-the-democratic-republic-of-the-congo
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/18-10-2019-statement-on-the-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)-emergency-committee-for-ebola-virus-disease-in-the-democratic-republic-of-the-congo
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/329377/SITREP_EVD_DRC_20191015-eng.pdf
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/syr/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/syr/syria-news/who-gravely-concerned-about-humanitarian-situation-in-northeast-syria.html
https://afro.who.int/countries/mozambique
http://www.who.int/emergencies/nigeria/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/somalia/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ssd/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/yem/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/mers-cov/en/


   

  

:: Middle East respiratory syndrome coronavirus (MERS-CoV) – The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia  
18 October 2019     
   From 1 through 30 September 2019, the National IHR Focal Point of Saudi Arabia reported 4 
additional laboratory-confirmed cases of Middle East respiratory syndrome (MERS-CoV) infection and 
one associated death… 
 
Myanmar   
:: Bi‐weekly Situation Report 20 - 10 October 2019 
 SITUATION OVERVIEW  
   There are an estimated 911,566 Rohingya refugees in Cox’s Bazar, according to the latest ISCG 
situation report (August 2019). This includes 34,172 refugees from Myanmar who registered before 
31st August 2017. All refugees, including new arrivals, face compounding vulnerabilities, including in 
health. WHO has been responding to this crisis since September 2017… 
Immunization  
- A comprehensive review of the work of WHO Health field monitors has taken place, and activities 

were subsequently revised with the aim of increasing catch up for drop-out and left-out children 
(through child registration validation) and improvements of reporting/feedback mechanisms… 

- A campaign strategy for the upcoming Measles-Rubella Supplementary Immunization Activity (MR 
SIA) in 2020 is under development, as well as implementation plans for major recommendations of 
the quarterly review meeting which took place in collaboration with the national programme.   
 

occupied Palestinian territory   
:: WHO Report - Right to health 2018  Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean 
   …This report analyses some of the major barriers to realization of the right to health for 
Palestinians in the occupied Palestinian territory. It focuses on four main topics: provision and 
availability of healthcare; access to healthcare; underlying determinants of health; and health 
attacks. The West Bank and Gaza Strip have been under Israeli military occupation for over 50 years… 

 
Sudan  
:: Vaccination campaign against cholera kicks off in Sudan  
Attributable to the Federal Ministry of Health in Sudan, WHO and UNICEF 
   KHARTOUM, 11 October 2019 - “Sudan has launched an oral cholera vaccination campaign in 
response to the ongoing outbreak of cholera. More than 1.6 million people aged one year and above in 
the Blue Nile and Sinnar states will be vaccinated over the coming five days. 
   “The announcement of the Federal Ministry of Health in Sudan on the cholera outbreak last month 
allowed national and state authorities, and health partners, to act quickly and respond to the 
outbreak… 
 
Afghanistan - No new digest announcements identified 
Angola  - No new digest announcements identified 
Burkina Faso [in French]  - No new digest announcements identified 
Burundi  - No new digest announcements identified 
Cameroon  - No new digest announcements identified 
Central African Republic - No new digest announcements identified 
Ethiopia - No new digest announcements identified 
HIV in Pakistan - No new digest announcements identified 
Iran floods 2019 - No new digest announcements identified 
Iraq - No new digest announcements identified 

https://www.who.int/csr/don/18-october-2019-mers-saudi-arabia/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mmr/en/
http://www.searo.who.int/entity/bangladesh/sitrep20cxbban2019.pdf?ua=1
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/opt/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/images/stories/palestine/documents/august2019-Monthly_report2.pdf?ua=1
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/sdn/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/sdn/sudan-news/vaccination-campaign-against-cholera-kicks-off-in-sudan.html
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/afg/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/angola
https://www.afro.who.int/fr/countries/burkina-faso
https://www.afro.who.int/countries/burundi
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cmr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/caf/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/eth/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/pak/pakistan-news/pakistan-hiv-outbreak-in-sindh-province.html
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/irn/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/countries/irq/index.html


   

  

Libya - No new digest announcements identified 
Malawi floods - No new digest announcements identified 
Measles in Europe - No new digest announcements identified 
Niger –  No new digest announcements identified 
Ukraine - No new digest announcements identified 
Zimbabwe - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 1 Emergencies  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
Kenya    
:: Kenya takes vital step against cervical cancer and introduces HPV vaccine into routi... 
18 October 2019  
   With President Uhuru Kenyatta leading the way, Kenya today joins an increasing number of African 
countries taking a vital step against a common cause of death among women – in the country and the 
region – by introducing the human papilloma virus (HPV) vaccine against cervical cancer into its routine 
immunization schedule… 
 
Chad  - No new digest announcements identified 
Djibouti - No new digest announcements identified 
Mali  - No new digest announcements identified 
Namibia - viral hepatitis  - No new digest announcements identified 
Tanzania  - No new digest announcements identified 
  
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – L3 Emergencies 
The UN and its humanitarian partners are currently responding to three 'L3' emergencies. This is the 
global humanitarian system's classification for the response to the most severe, large-scale 
humanitarian crises.  
Syrian Arab Republic   
:: Syria ǀ Flash Update #7, Humanitarian impact of the military operation in north-eastern Syria, 16 - 
18 October 2019 
 
Yemen - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Corporate Emergencies 
When the USG/ERC declares a Corporate Emergency Response, all OCHA offices, branches and 
sections provide their full support to response activities both at HQ and in the field. 
Editor’s Note: 
Ebola in the DRC has bene added as a OCHA “Corporate Emergency” this week: 
CYCLONE IDAI and Kenneth - No new digest announcements identified 
EBOLA OUTBREAK IN THE DRC - No new digest announcements identified 
 

 

http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/lby/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/malawi
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/communicable-diseases/measles-and-rubella
http://afro.who.int/fr/countries/niger
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ukr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/zwe/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.afro.who.int/countries/kenya
https://www.afro.who.int/news/kenya-takes-vital-step-against-cervical-cancer-and-introduces-hpv-vaccine-routine-0
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tcd/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/fr/countries/dji/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mli/en/
http://afro.who.int/news/baseline-assessment-national-viral-hepatitis-response-namibia
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tza/en/
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/syria
https://reliefweb.int/node/3355528
https://reliefweb.int/node/3355528
https://www.unocha.org/yemen
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/southern-and-eastern-africa-rosea/cyclone-idai
https://www.unocha.org/southern-and-eastern-africa-rosea/cyclones-idai-and-kenneth
https://www.unocha.org/drc


   

  

 
*                      *                       *                        * 

 

Agency/Government/IGO Watch 
We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for key 
media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on regional or global 
level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific coverage is limited. Please 
suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
 
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly  
[to 19 Oct 2019] 
https://www.un.org/press/en 
Selected Meetings/Press Releases/Announcements 
18 October 2019  
GA/AB/4334 
Concerned about United Nations Deepening Cash Flow Problems, Resulting Emergency 
Measures, Delegates in Fifth Committee Criticize Member States with Unpaid Dues 
   Delegates of the Fifth Committee (Administrative and Budgetary) today voiced their concerns over 
the worsening cash flow problems enveloping the Organization’s regular budget and stressed the need 
to give the world body a sounder financial foundation.  Some Member States criticized other States for 
not paying their assessments on time and in full without conditions, which has forced the Secretariat to 
take emergency measures to pay staff and keep the New York City Headquarters operating. 
 
17 October 2019  
GA/12204 
General Assembly Elects 14 Member States to Human Rights Council, Appoints New Under-
Secretary-General for Internal Oversight Services 
   The General Assembly today elected 14 States to the Human Rights Council, the United Nations body 
responsible for promoting and protecting all human rights around the globe… Newly elected to the 
Geneva-based Human Rights Council were Armenia, Germany, Indonesia, Libya, Marshall Islands, 
Mauritania, Namibia, Netherlands, Poland, Republic of Korea, Sudan and Venezuela… 
 
 
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true  
Top News 
Press briefing note on Ecuador  
 
Press briefing note on Egypt 
 
Israel must uphold obligation to prevent torture and investigate claims over Samer Al-
A’rbeed, say UN rights experts 
 
World stumbling zombie-like into a digital welfare dystopia, warns UN human rights expert 
 
Malta must establish accountability for murder of Daphne Caruana Galizia, say human 
rights experts 

https://www.un.org/press/en
https://www.un.org/press/en/gaab4334.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/gaab4334.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/ga12204.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/ga12204.doc.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25163&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25164&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25168&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25168&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25156&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25150&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25150&LangID=E


   

  

 

 
United Nations Human Rights Council  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL 
Council News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Committee on the Rights of the Child [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the sale and sexual exploitation of children   [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx  
Latest News 
Sale and sexual exploitation of children: UN expert visits The Gambia 
18 October 2019 
 
 
SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed 
Conflict [to 19 Oct 2019] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 
Latest News 
Inclusion of Child Protection Issues in Peace Negotiation Discussed in Brussels 
Friday, 18 October 2019 
 
 
SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict 
[to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights   [to 19 Oct 2019] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx 
Latest news 
World stumbling zombie-like into a digital welfare dystopia, warns UN human rights expert 
17 October 2019 
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
The Netherlands is building a surveillance state for the poor, says UN rights expert 
16 October 2019 
 
 

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25165&LangID=E
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/inclusion-of-child-protection-issues-in-peace-negotiation-discussed-in-brussels/
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25156&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25152&LangID=E


   

  

Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable 
standard of physical and mental health  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx 
Latest News 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples   [to 19 Oct 2019] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx 
Latest news 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN OCHA [to 19 Oct 2019] 
https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases 
Selected Press Releases   
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Centre for Humanitarian Data/HDX  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
https://centre.humdata.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNICEF  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases 
Selected Statements, Press Releases, Reports 
Statement 
Water station in northeast Syria out of service, impacting 400,000 people as violence 
continues 
   Statement by UNICEF Representative in Syria, Fran Equiza 
18/10/2019  
 
Press release 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx
https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases
https://centre.humdata.org/
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/water-station-northeast-syria-out-service-impacting-400000-people-violence-continues
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/water-station-northeast-syria-out-service-impacting-400000-people-violence-continues
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/water-station-northeast-syria-out-service-impacting-400000-people-violence-continues
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/water-station-northeast-syria-out-service-impacting-400000-people-violence-continues
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/geneva-palais-briefing-note-unicef-humanitarian-support-children-northeast-syria


   

  

Geneva Palais briefing note on UNICEF humanitarian support for children in northeast 
Syria 
   This is a summary of what was said by UNICEF spokesperson Marixie Mercado – to whom quoted 
text may be attributed – at today's press briefing at the Palais des Nations in Geneva. 
18/10/2019  
 
Statement 
UNICEF Executive Director Henrietta Fore remarks at the launch of the State of the World’s 
Children Report 
As prepared 
15/10/2019  
 
Press release 
Geneva Palais briefing note on the situation of children in northeast Syria 
   This is a summary of what was said by UNICEF spokesperson Marixie Mercado – to whom quoted 
text may be attributed – at today's press briefing at the Palais des Nations in Geneva. 
15/10/2019  
 
Press release 
Poor diets damaging children’s health worldwide, warns UNICEF 
   Poverty, urbanization, climate change and poor eating choices driving unhealthy diets 
15/10/2019  
 
Statement 
Nearly 70,000 children displaced as violence escalates in northeast Syria 
   Statement by UNICEF Executive Director Henrietta Fore 
14/10/2019  
 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html 
Selected Announcements  
Unprecedented flooding affects thousands of locals, refugees in South Sudan 
18 Oct 2019  
 
New refugees arrive to Iraq in a week of violence in northeast Syria 
18 Oct 2019  
 
UNHCR increases aid in north-east Syria 
15 Oct 2019  
 
UN launches plans for innovative technology hub 
ICC joins forces with UNHCR and WFP to set up Digital Solutions Center to deliver 
automated services across the UN 
14 Oct 2019  
 
European States urged to do more to protect and support child refugees and migrants 
14 Oct 2019  

https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/geneva-palais-briefing-note-unicef-humanitarian-support-children-northeast-syria
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/geneva-palais-briefing-note-unicef-humanitarian-support-children-northeast-syria
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-executive-director-henrietta-fore-remarks-launch-state-worlds-children-report
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-executive-director-henrietta-fore-remarks-launch-state-worlds-children-report
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-executive-director-henrietta-fore-remarks-launch-state-worlds-children-report
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/geneva-palais-briefing-note-situation-children-northeast-syria
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/geneva-palais-briefing-note-situation-children-northeast-syria
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/poor-diets-damaging-childrens-health-worldwide-warns-unicef
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/poor-diets-damaging-childrens-health-worldwide-warns-unicef
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/nearly-70000-children-displaced-violence-escalates-northeast-syria
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/nearly-70000-children-displaced-violence-escalates-northeast-syria
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2019/10/5da977fe4/unprecedented-flooding-affects-thousands-locals-refugees-south-sudan.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2019/10/5da977fe4/unprecedented-flooding-affects-thousands-locals-refugees-south-sudan.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2019/10/5da977fe4/unprecedented-flooding-affects-thousands-locals-refugees-south-sudan.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2019/10/5da9778e4/new-refugees-arrive-iraq-week-violence-northeast-syria.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2019/10/5da9778e4/new-refugees-arrive-iraq-week-violence-northeast-syria.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2019/10/5da9778e4/new-refugees-arrive-iraq-week-violence-northeast-syria.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2019/10/5da9778e4/new-refugees-arrive-iraq-week-violence-northeast-syria.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2019/10/5da582af4/unhcr-increases-aid-in-north-east-syria.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2019/10/5da582af4/unhcr-increases-aid-in-north-east-syria.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2019/10/5da582af4/unhcr-increases-aid-in-north-east-syria.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2019/10/5da582af4/unhcr-increases-aid-in-north-east-syria.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/10/5da488834/un-launches-plans-innovative-technology-hub.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/10/5da488834/un-launches-plans-innovative-technology-hub.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/10/5da488834/un-launches-plans-innovative-technology-hub.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/10/5da488834/un-launches-plans-innovative-technology-hub.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/10/5da488834/un-launches-plans-innovative-technology-hub.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/10/5da488834/un-launches-plans-innovative-technology-hub.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/10/5da056014/european-states-urged-to-protect-support-child-refugees-migrants.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/10/5da056014/european-states-urged-to-protect-support-child-refugees-migrants.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/10/5da056014/european-states-urged-to-protect-support-child-refugees-migrants.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/10/5da056014/european-states-urged-to-protect-support-child-refugees-migrants.html


   

  

 
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
Selected Announcements 
Feedback Centre Helps Rohingya Refugees Communicate Needs in Bangladesh Camps  
2019-10-18 16:48 
Cox’s Bazar – This year’s monsoon season saw some of the heaviest rain and winds in two years. Gul 
Faraj and her family were left homeless when their shelter was destroyed in a fierce storm that blew in 
off the Bay of Bengal. 
 
First IOM International Charter Flight from Ethiopia Brings 154 Refugees to New Homes in 
Germany  
2019-10-18 16:25 
Addis Ababa – The International Organization for Migration (IOM) in Ethiopia organized on Tuesday its 
first international charter flight carrying 154 Somali refugees to be resettled in Germany.  
 
Mediterranean Arrivals Reach 79,350 in 2019, Deaths Reach 1,077 
2019-10-18 16:00 
Geneva – IOM reports that 79,350 migrants and refugees have entered Europe by sea 
through 17 October, roughly a 13 per cent decrease from the 91,094 arriving during the same period 
last year.  
 
Forced Movement of Migrants in Bosnia Sparks Warning of Humanitarian Emergency  
2019-10-17 13:01 
Sarajevo - Serious concerns have been expressed in Bosnia at the forcible transfer of large numbers of 
migrants to an already overcrowded and dangerous accommodation centre. 
 
Humanitarian Aid Urgently Required in Areas Affected by Conflict in Syria: IOM Director 
General 
2019-10-15 16:10 
Geneva – The International Organization for Migration (IOM) is deeply concerned by the rapidly 
deteriorating humanitarian situation in northern Syria, where heavy fighting is displacing hundreds of 
thousands of civilians.  
 
 
UNAIDS [to 19 Oct 2019]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
Selected Press Releases/Reports/Statements 
17 October 2019 
Desperately seeking an HIV cure: Belgian research centre studies viral rebound  
 
17 October 2019 
Putting HIV prevention back at the centre of Brazil’s LGBTI pride  
 
14 October 2019 
Two decades of engagement in the response to HIV in Brazil  
 

https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/9/5d6a24ba4/un-high-commissioner-refugees-expresses-alarm-statelessness-risk-indias.html
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https://www.iom.int/news/humanitarian-aid-urgently-required-areas-affected-conflict-syria-iom-director-general
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14 October 2019 
New HIV infections rising in Latin America―key populations particularly affected  
 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 19 Oct 2019]  
10 October 2019  
News release 
Universal Health Coverage Passes Key Global Milestone 
WHO welcomes Inter-Parliamentary Union Resolution on UHC 
17 October 2019   News release  Belgrade I Geneva 
   The World Health Organization today welcomed a new Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) Resolution on 
achieving Universal Health Coverage (UHC) by 2030. The resolution, adopted at the IPU Assembly in 
Belgrade, Serbia, comes one month after heads of state agreed a high-level United Nations Political 
Declaration on UHC in New York… 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO      
:: Kenya takes vital step against cervical cancer and introduces HPV vaccine into routi... 
18 October 2019  
:: Defeating Ebola in the Democratic Republic of the Congo motivates a community to con... 
15 October 2019  
:: More than 18 million children in Uganda to be immunized against measles, rubella an... 
15 October 2019  
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
No new digest content identified. 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
No new digest content identified. 
 
WHO European Region EURO  
:: Experts call for bold action on school-based health in the Russian Federation 16-10-2019  
:: Harnessing disruption to improve health 14-10-2019 
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
No new digest content identified. 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
::  14 October 2019 | Feature story  Addressing the needs of ageing populations 
   Next year will mark the beginning of the Decade of Healthy Ageing (2020-2030) – an opportunity to 
bring together governments, civil society, international agencies, professionals, academia, the media 
and the private sector for 10 years of intensive action to improve the lives of older people, their 
families and their communities. 
 
 

https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2019/october/20191014_latin-america
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/17-10-2019-universal-health-coverage-passes-key-global-milestone
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https://www.afro.who.int/news/more-18-million-children-uganda-be-immunized-against-measles-rubella-and-polio-mass-campaign
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=466:2008-media-center-press-releases&Itemid=40108&lang=en
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http://www.euro.who.int/
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/noncommunicable-diseases/pages/who-european-office-for-the-prevention-and-control-of-noncommunicable-diseases-ncd-office/news/news/2019/10/experts-call-for-bold-action-on-school-based-health-in-the-russian-federation2
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World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2019/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
Selected Press Releases/Announcements 
International Day for the Eradication of Poverty  
   Reflecting on the progress the world has made in eradicating poverty.    
Posted on October 17, 2019 
 
 
UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 19 Oct 2019] 
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
https://www.unenvironment.org/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNDRR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://www.unisdr.org/archive 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/  
Latest News 
Ending extreme poverty crucial to sustainable future for all: UN chief 
17 October 2019, New York  

http://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2019/
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/speeches/2019/international-day-for-the-eradication-of-poverty-.html
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/
https://www.unenvironment.org/
http://www.unisdr.org/archive
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/social/ending-child-poverty.html


   

  

   A sustainable future for all is unlikely unless globalization benefits all children, their families and 
communities, UN Secretary-General António Guterres said in his message for the International Day for 
the Eradication of Poverty, on Thursday. 
   Observed each 17 October, it acknowledges the effort and struggle of the more than 700 million 
people worldwide living on less than $1.90 a day. 
    “Ending extreme poverty is at the heart of the world’s efforts to achieve the Sustainable 
Development Goals and build a sustainable future for all. But success in leaving no one behind will 
remain elusive if we do not target the people who are farthest behind first,” said the Secretary-General 
in a statement delivered on his behalf by Daniela Bas, Director of the UN DESA’s Division for Inclusive 
Social Development… 
 
30 business titans join UN push to scale up private sector investment for sustainable 
development 
16 October 2019, New York  
   The UN announced today that 30 influential leaders from the corporate world will work together over 
the next two years in a bid to free up trillions of dollars from the private sector to finance the 
Sustainable Development Goals. 
   Convened by UN Secretary-General António Guterres, the Global Investors for Sustainable 
Development (GISD) Alliance is co-chaired by Oliver Bäte, CEO of Allianz, and Leila Fourie, CEO of the 
Johannesburg Stock Exchange, and includes the heads of Bank of America, Citigroup, ICBC, Infosys, 
Investec, Santander, UBS and other prominent international corporations… 
 
 
UNESCO  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://en.unesco.org/news 
Latest News 
The right to education of people on the move: UNESCO calls on Latin American and 
Caribbean countries to provide answers beyond migratory emergency responses 
18 October 2019 
 
UN proclaims International Day for Universal Access to Information 
17 October 2019 
 
 
International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS)  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
https://www.icomos.org/en/ 
Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://unhabitat.org/ 
News and Stories 

https://www.un.org/en/events/povertyday/messages.shtml
https://www.un.org/en/events/povertyday/messages.shtml
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdgs
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https://en.unesco.org/news/proclaims-international-day-universal-access-information
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http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp
http://unhabitat.org/


   

  

Seventh Asia-Pacific Urban Forum (APUF-7) closes with public-private commitments 
Thursday 17 October, 2019  
 
European Union extends USD 4.4 million support to Palestine project 
Monday 14 October, 2019  
 
 
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ILO International Labour Organization  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm 
International Day for the Eradication of Poverty 
New ILO research identifies policies to tackle poverty and inequality   
17 October 2019  
   Combining active labour market policies with income support makes both measures more effective in 
tackling poverty and helping people find decent work, a new report finds. 
 
ILO Open Day 
A window on the ILO’s World of Work    
17 October 2019  
   From exhibitions, to films to interactive games, the ILO Open Day was a window on the wide-ranging 
work of the organization. 
 
International Day for the Eradication of Poverty 
A more effective labour market approach to fighting poverty   
17 October 2019  
 
Blog 
Young people are far more likely to be in working poverty   
16 October 2019  
   While absolute poverty and working poverty rates have fallen, there are still major disparities across 
age groups, genders and countries. 
 
Press release 
Landmark labour reforms signal end of kafala system in Qatar   
16 October 2019  
   Freedom to change jobs, removal of exit permits and non-discriminatory minimum wage to enter into 
force by January 2020. 
   
Green jobs 
ILO-supported national initiatives win policy ‘Oscars’    
16 October 2019  
   The Future Policy Awards, recognizes the world’s most impactful policies empowering youth. 
 
 

https://new.unhabitat.org/seventh-asia-pacific-urban-forum-apuf-7-closes-with-public-private-commitments
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ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://www.icao.int/  
Latest News and Highlights  
Focus on foreign terrorist fighters at special ICAO Assembly event 
16/10/19 
 
 
IMO International Maritime Organization  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx 
Latest Press Briefings  
EU/IMO global project drives energy efficiency in the maritime sector 
17/10/2019  
   The GMN global network of maritime technology cooperation centres has completed numerous pilot 
projects over the past three years, helping to drive forward the changes which are required to reduce 
GHG emissions from shipping. 
 
 
WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UPU  Universal Postal Union   [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://news.upu.int/no_cache/news/ 
News 
UPU head meets with US President following Geneva agreement on remuneration rates 
16.10.2019  
   President Donald J. Trump participated in a drop-by with the Director General of the Universal Postal 
Union Bishar Abdirahman Hussein and officials on Tuesday, Oct 15, 2019, in the Roosevelt Room of the 
White House. 

 
 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html 
Selected News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Organization for Standardization (ISO)  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/ 
News 
By Clare Naden on 15 October 2019  
How ISO standards help us get the right balance on World Food Day  
   … The ISO 22000 family of standards on food safety management helps organizations identify and 
control food safety hazards, ensuring confidence in the food production sector. ISO also has a number 
of standards aimed at sustainable and responsible production methods, such as ISO 26000 for social 
responsibility and ISO 20400 for sustainable procurement. These encourage ethical working conditions 
and promote ethical purchasing practices throughout the entire food production chain… 

http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/Focus-on-foreign-terrorist-fighters-at-special-ICAO-Assembly-event.aspx
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx
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https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release
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https://www.iso.org/news/ref2442.html
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UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://media.unwto.org/news 
News 
World Tourism Organization Leads Key Discussions on Sector Trends and Outlooks at the 
Global Tourism Economy Forum in Macao, China 
   Macao, Special Administrative Region of China, 15 October 2019 – At the 2019 Global Tourism 
Economy Forum, the World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) has highlighted the importance of 
diversification, creativity and innovation for ensuring that the sector’s unique potential as a driver of 
sustainable economic growth and social inclusivity is fully realized. 
 
 
WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/ 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CBD  Convention on Biological Diversity [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://www.cbd.int/press-releases/  
2019-10-17 
Statement by Dr Cristiana Pasca Palmer, Executive Secretary of the Convention on 
Biological Diversity, on the occasion of the International Day for the Eradication Of Poverty 
17 October 2019 
 

:::::: 
 
USAID [to 19 Oct 2019] 
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Announcements 
USAID and Inter-American Development Bank to Announce New Initiative to Support 
Venezuelans Across Latin America and the Caribbean  
October 17, 2019 
   On Monday, October 21, 2019, at an event hosted by the U.S. Agency for International Development 
(USAID) and the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), USAID and the IDB will announce a new 
global initiative to crowdsource, fund, and scale innovative solutions to support Venezuelans and host 
communities affected by the regional crisis. 
 
 
DFID  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development 
Press Releases 
Safeguarding in the aid sector: Written Ministerial Statement  
Written Statement made by Secretary of State for International Development Alok Sharma on 17 Oct 
2019. 
From: Department for International Development  
Updated: 17 October 2019  

http://media.unwto.org/news
http://www2.unwto.org/press-release/2019-10-15/world-tourism-organization-leads-key-discussions-sector-trends-and-outlooks
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ECHO  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news 
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
African Union [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://www.au.int/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of Social  
Press releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://asean.org/category/news/asean-secretariat-news/ 
Secretariat News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
European Commission [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1 
Press Releases 
European Agenda on Migration four years on: Marked progress needs consolidating in face 
of volatile situation    
16/10/2019  -   
   Commission - Press release European Brussels, 16 October 2019 Ahead of the October European 
Council, the Commission is today reporting on key progress under the European Agenda on Migration 
since 2015, with focus on steps taken by the EU since the last progress report in March 2019.  
 
 
OECD  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://www.oecd.org/  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Organization of American States (OAS)   [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://www.oas.org/en/ 
Press Releases 
Statement of the OAS General Secretariat 
October 16, 2019  
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 19 Oct 2019] 

http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news
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http://www.au.int/
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https://www.oic-oci.org/  
Selected Press Releases 
OIC Condemns Aggressive Incursion into the Holy Al-Aqsa Mosque 
   The Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) strongly condemned the incursion into the Holy 
Mosque of Al-Aqsa perpetrated by hordes of extremist settlers with the participation of the minister of 
agriculture and under the protection of the Israeli occupation forces, an aggression which the OIC 
considered as an extension of the recurrent Israeli violations against the sanctity of the holy sites and a 
glaring infraction against the Geneva Accord and international law.... 
16/10/2019 
 
OIC: New Assistance for Development Projects in Member States and Muslim Communities 
   The Secretary General of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), Dr.  Yousef A. Al-Othaimeen 
has approved the provision of financial, developmental and educational assistance for a number of 
Member States and some Muslim communities through the Islamic Solidarity Fund (ISF), which 
featured programs in several countries including Niger, Palestine, Ecuador, Lebanon, Mali, Ethiopia, and 
Uganda. 
15/10/2019 
 
 
Group of 77  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://www.g77.org/ 
Latest Statements and Speeches 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by the State of Palestine during the consideration of 
agenda item 16: Information and communication technology for sustainable development, at the 
Second Committee of the UN General Assembly (New York, 18 October 2019) 
 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by Saed Katkhuda, Senior Advisor, Mission of the 
State of Palestine to the United Nations, on agenda item 137: Improving the financial situation of the 
United Nations, at the Fifth Committee during the main part of the seventy-fourth session of the United 
Nations General Assembly (New York, 18 October 2019) 
 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by Ms. Sahar Nasser, First Secretary, Mission of the 
State of Palestine to the United Nations during the consideration of agenda item 20: Globalization and 
interdependence, at the Second Committee of the UN General Assembly (New York, 17 October 2019) 
 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by Mr. Abdullah Abushawesh, Counsellor, Mission of 
the State of Palestine to the United Nations at the consideration of item 22: Eradication of poverty and 
other development issues, at the Second Committee of the UN General Assembly (New York, 16 
October 2019) 
 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by the State of Palestine at the consideration of item 
19: Sustainable development, at the Second Committee of the UN General Assembly (New York, 14 
October 2019) 
 
:::::: 
 
UNCTAD  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx 
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[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives]  
Press Releases  
14 Oct 2019 –  
Trade costs of non-tariff measures now more than double that of tariffs, finds new UN 
report 
   ,,,The Asia-Pacific Trade and Investment Report 2019 (APTIR) finds that NTMs are now affecting 
around 58 per cent of trade in Asia and the Pacific. One reason for the rise ofT NTMs is their growing 
popularity as weapons of trade policy in regional and global trade tensions. This can include 
government procurement limitations, subsidies to export and import restrictions as well as import and 
export bans through unilateral or multilateral sanctions. Meeting these complex and often opaque rules 
can require significant resources, affecting in particular SMEs.,, 
 
 
World Customs Organization – WCO  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://www.wcoomd.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
17 October 2019 
DG Azevêdo: We’re in danger of forgetting the lessons from Bretton Woods 
   At an event in Washington on 17 October to mark the 75th anniversary of the Bretton Woods 
Conference, WTO Director-General Roberto Azevêdo said the world risks forgetting the key lessons 
learned from that seminal meeting — the importance of a rules-based system of economic cooperation 
which has underpinned decades of unprecedented peace and prosperity.  
 
DDG Wolff: The multilateral trading system will endure and will adapt 
14 October 2019 
   Speaking at a conference on global trade held at Chatham House, London, on 14 October, Deputy 
Director-General Alan Wolff said that at a time of slowing global economic growth and political 
uncertainty the WTO is even more essential, with its rules providing fairness and preventing 
discrimination. He stressed the importance of discussions aimed at strengthening the WTO and added: 
“Defending and improving the global trading system is needed now more than ever.” This is what he 
said: 
 
:::::: 
 
IPU  Inter-Parliamentary Union   [to 19 Oct 2019] 
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases 
Press releases 
17/10/2019 
#IPU141 Assembly adopts first parliamentary resolution to achieve health coverage for all 
by 2030  
 
Press releases 
17/10/2019 
Record number of new cases of persecuted parliamentarians in the world  

https://unctad.org/en/Pages/PressRelease.aspx?OriginalVersionID=533
https://unctad.org/en/Pages/PressRelease.aspx?OriginalVersionID=533
https://www.unescap.org/publications/APTIR2019
http://www.wcoomd.org/
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/spra_e/spra287_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news19_e/ddgaw_14oct19_e.htm
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases/2019-10/ipu141-assembly-adopts-first-parliamentary-resolution-achieve-health-coverage-all-2030
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases/2019-10/ipu141-assembly-adopts-first-parliamentary-resolution-achieve-health-coverage-all-2030
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases/2019-10/record-number-new-cases-persecuted-parliamentarians-in-world


   

  

 
 
International Court of Justice  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 

 
 
International Criminal Court (ICC)  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
Trying individuals for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
World Bank [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week]  
Middle East and North Africa Human Capital Plan 
   With the lowest percentage of human capital as a share of total wealth per capita of any region in 
the world (35%), MENA faces a severe human capital gap. GDP per worker in MENA could be 2x higher 
if children...  
Date: October 18, 2019 Type: Brief  
 
Poverty Continues to Decline, but Pace of Poverty Reduction is Slowing in Central Asia 
   Almaty, October 17, 2019 – Although poverty rates in Central Asia continue to decline overall, the 
pace of poverty reduction is slowing, according to new data released by the World Bank. High levels 
of...  
Date: October 17, 2019 Type: Press Release  
 
Connecting Africa to Broadband: A Roadmap for Inclusive Growth 
   WASHINGTON, October 17, 2019— What will it take for Africa to connect an additional 1.1 billion 
people online by 2030 and bridge the connectivity gap? A new report launched today at the World 
Bank/IMF...  
Date: October 17, 2019 Type: Publication  
 
Achieving Broadband Access for All in Africa Comes With a $100 Billion Price Tag 
   WASHINGTON, October 17, 2019— Across Africa, where less than a third of the population has 
access to broadband connectivity, achieving universal, affordable, and good quality internet access by 
2030 will...  
Date: October 17, 2019 Type: Press Release  
 
 
IMF  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Africa-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
Global Financial Stability Reports 

http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases
https://www.icc-cpi.int/
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all
http://www.worldbank.org/en/region/mena/brief/middle-east-and-north-africa-human-capital-plan
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2019/10/17/poverty-continues-to-decline-but-pace-of-poverty-reduction-is-slowing-in-central-asia
http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/transport/publication/connecting-africa-to-broadband-a-roadmap-for-inclusive-growth
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2019/10/17/achieving-broadband-access-for-all-in-africa-comes-with-a-100-billion-price-tag
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article


   

  

Global Financial Stability Report: Lower for Longer 
October 2019 
   The October 2019 Global Financial Stability Report (GFSR) identifies the current key vulnerabilities in 
the global financial system as the rise in corporate debt burdens, increasing holdings of riskier and 
more illiquid assets by institutional investors, and growing reliance on external borrowing by emerging 
and frontier market economies. The report proposes that policymakers mitigate these risks through 
stricter supervisory and macroprudential oversight of firms, strengthened oversight and disclosure for 
institutional investors, and the implementation of prudent sovereign debt management practices and 
frameworks for emerging and frontier market economies. 
 
 
African Development Bank Group  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
https://www.afdb.org/en 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Africa-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of No new 
digest content identified. 
African Development Bank and Three Regional Development Banks Launch Joint Report on 
Livable Cities 
   19-Oct-2019 - Rapid urbanization has provided most cities in the world with opportunities to provide 
more sustainable, vibrant, and prosperous centers for their citizens. But they must first address 
challenges such as inadequate infrastructure investments, pollution and congestion, and poor urban 
planning, according to a new report released today.  
 
World Food Prize and World Hunger Fighters Foundation launch fellowship for young 
African agribusiness innovators 
   18-Oct-2019 - The World Food Prize Foundation and the newly launched World Hunger Fighters 
Foundation are partnering to provide year-long fellowships for young African food innovators and 
entrepreneurs. The World Hunger Fighters Foundation will award annual Borlaug-Adesina Fellowships 
to young Africans to develop new technologies, champion public policy, and develop viable businesses 
in the field of agriculture. The young leaders will gain experience in international agriculture research 
centres, including food and agribusiness companies. 
 
 
Asian Development Bank  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://www.adb.org/news/releases 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-
level announcements are added each week] 
18 Oct 2019 
Four Regional Development Banks Launch Joint Report on Livable Cities 
   Rapid urbanization has provided most cities in the world with opportunities to provide more 
sustainable, vibrant, and prosperous centers for their citizens. But they must first address challenges 
such as inadequate infrastructure... 
 
16 Oct 2019 
Forum Highlights Low-Carbon Technologies and Policies as Key to Asia and Pacific's 
Sustainable Future 
   Countries in Asia and the Pacific must adopt more effective and innovative low-carbon policies and 
technologies to secure greener and more sustainable growth, delegates heard at a forum today hosted 
by ADB and the Hunan Department... 

https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/GFSR/Issues/2019/10/01/global-financial-stability-report-october-2019
https://www.afdb.org/en
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/african-development-bank-and-three-regional-development-banks-launch-joint-report-livable-cities-32123
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/african-development-bank-and-three-regional-development-banks-launch-joint-report-livable-cities-32123
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/world-food-prize-and-world-hunger-fighters-foundation-launch-fellowship-young-african-agribusiness-innovators-32112
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/world-food-prize-and-world-hunger-fighters-foundation-launch-fellowship-young-african-agribusiness-innovators-32112
http://www.adb.org/news/releases
https://www.adb.org/news/four-regional-development-banks-launch-joint-report-livable-cities
https://www.adb.org/news/forum-highlights-low-carbon-technologies-and-policies-key-asia-and-pacifics-sustainable-future
https://www.adb.org/news/forum-highlights-low-carbon-technologies-and-policies-key-asia-and-pacifics-sustainable-future


   

  

 
 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank   [to 19 Oct 2019] 
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-
level announcements are added each week] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news 
News 
IFAD and partners invest US$ 30 million in Samoa to make small-scale farming and fishing 
more profitable and climate-proof 
18 October 2019 
   IFAD and Samoa have signed a financing agreement to significantly increase agricultural production 
and incomes for 25,000 smallholder farmer and fisher families, and to help protect against natural 
disasters on Samoa’s Savai’i ... 
 
Blog  
Strengthening the resilience of small-scale farmers is critical to reversing the rise in 
hunger and ending poverty 
17 October 2019 
   Today, on the UN International Day for the Eradication of Poverty, I wanted to step back and reflect 
on the progress we have made collectively and through IFAD's work and also look at the challenges we 
are facing to further ... 
 
News  
Sudan and IFAD to help smallholder farmers adapt to climate change and manage natural 
resources 
15 October 2019 
   With over 80 per cent of the Sudanese labour force engaged in agriculture, a new €77.7 million 
programme that aims to increase food security and ensure access to natural resources is a vital 
investment in Sudan’s future.  
 
News  
‘This is how we rise’ – Rural Women’s Day 
15 October 2019 
   A powerful short film featuring acclaimed poet Maya Angelou was launched today by IFAD on the 
International Day of Rural Women to raise awareness of the power and potential of rural women to 
help fight global hunger.  
 
 
Islamic Development Bank  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
https://www.isdb.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 

 
 

https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news-detail/asset/41387775
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news-detail/asset/41387775
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news-detail/asset/41387775
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/blog/asset/41385382
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/blog/asset/41385382
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/blog/asset/41385382
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/blog/asset/41385382
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news-detail/asset/41385133
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news-detail/asset/41385133
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news-detail/asset/41385133
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news-detail/asset/41385133
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news-detail/asset/41382824
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news-detail/asset/41382824
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/story/asset/41382472
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/story/asset/41382472
https://www.isdb.org/


   

  

*                       *                       *                        * 
 

 
:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
   We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new research and 
major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, collaborations, and initiatives 
across the human rights, humanitarian response and development spheres of action.  WE will not 
reference fundraising announcements, programs, events or appeals, and generally not include content 
which is primarily photo-documentation or video in format. 
 
 
Action Contre la Faim – Action Against Hunger  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org 
Syrie 
400 000 personnes ont besoin d’une aide humanitaire à Al-Hassakeh 
17 octobre 2019  
   De violents combats se poursuivent le long de la frontière et la situation se dégrade rapidement dans 
la ville de Al-Hassakeh et ses environs. Les équipes d’Action contre la Faim ont un accès limité pour 
réparer les infrastructures de base comme les lignes électriques et les points d’eau. 
 
 
Alliance for International Medical Action (ALIMA)  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
https://www.alima-ngo.org/en/press-room 
2018-10-18 
DRC: ALIMA scales up response during “second wave” of Ebola outbreak 
 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
https://newsroom.amref.org/category/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Aravind Eye Care System  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
https://aravind.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
  
BRAC  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://www.brac.net/#news 
Latest 
October 13, 2019 
Tackling the mental health crisis during a disaster 
 
October 13, 2019 
Educating a generation: Bangladesh’s barefoot educators 
 
 

http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/
https://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/a-la-une/400-000-personnes-ont-besoin-dune-aide-humanitaire-a-al-hassakeh/
https://www.alima-ngo.org/en/press-room
https://www.alima-ngo.org/uploads/d72ea47b508f28f847ba7900fae2c70e.pdf
http://amref.org/news/news/
https://newsroom.amref.org/category/press-releases/
https://aravind.org/
http://www.brac.net/#news
http://blog.brac.net/tackling-the-mental-health-crisis-during-a-disaster/
http://blog.brac.net/educating-a-generation-bangladeshs-barefoot-educators/


   

  

CARE International  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases 
Press Releases 
Humanitarian situation rapidly deteriorating in north-east Syria 
 17th Oct 2019      
   Humanitarian situation worsens in north-east Syria 
 
The Syria INGO Regional Forum statement on impact of military developments on the 
civilian population in northeast Syria 
 16th Oct 2019      
   The Syria INGO Regional Forum is concerned about humanitarian situation in Northeast Syria 
 
 
Clubhouse International  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
https://www.drc.dk/news 
NEWS 
The Syria INGO Regional Forum statement on impact of military developments on the 
civilian population in northeast Syria 
16.10.2019 
   The Syria INGO Regional Forum, comprising 73 INGOs, including the Danish Refugee Council, 
responding to the Syria crisis, expressed deep concern at the rapidly deteriorating humanitarian 
situation since Turkey’s military operat... 
 
 
ECPAT  [to 19 Oct 2019]  
http://www.ecpat.net/news 
News & Updates 
EU Anti-Trafficking Day 2019 – Children are trafficked for sexual purposes every day 
18/10/2019 
   Today is EU Anti-Trafficking Day – an occasion to reflect upon how we respond to the trafficking of 
children for sexual purposes. The extent of the problem has reached an estimation of 40 million victims 
per year, 20% are children. Unfortunately, no child is immune, children are being trafficked and 
exploited in every region of the world, both girls and boys.  
 
 
Fountain House  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/  
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Humanity & Inclusion  [nee Handicap International]  [to 19 Oct 2019]  

http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases
https://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases/humanitarian-situation-rapidly-deteriorating-in-north-east-syria
https://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases/the-syria-ingo-regional-forum-statement-on-impact-of-military-developments-on-the-civilian-population-in-northeast-syria
https://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases/the-syria-ingo-regional-forum-statement-on-impact-of-military-developments-on-the-civilian-population-in-northeast-syria
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html
https://www.drc.dk/news
https://drc.ngo/news/the-syria-ingo-regional-forum-statement-on-impact-of-military-developments-on-the-civilian-population-in-northeast-syria
https://drc.ngo/news/the-syria-ingo-regional-forum-statement-on-impact-of-military-developments-on-the-civilian-population-in-northeast-syria
http://www.ecpat.net/news
https://www.ecpat.org/news/trafficking-day-2019/
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press


   

  

http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports    
 
October 16, 2019 9:52 AM  
Statement | The Syria INGO Regional Forum on the military developments in northeast 
Syria  
 
 
Heifer International  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
https://www.heifer.org/ 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HelpAge International  [to 19 Oct 2019]  
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/ 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ICRC  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports    
Military needs can never justify using inhumane or indiscriminate weapons 
   Statement to UN General Assembly First Committee: General debate on all disarmament and 
international security agenda items 
18 October 2019  
 
The ICRC Biometrics Policy 
   The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) has long been using biometrics to support the 
implementation of its mandate in limited use cases, for example in respect to forensics and the 
restoration of family links. As new technology provides new opportunities for the organisation to use 
biometrics in different contexts, the ICRC has adopted a dedicated Biometrics Policy designed to 
facilitate their responsible use and address the data protection challenges this poses… The Policy on 
the Processing of Biometric Data by the ICRC was adopted by the Assembly in August 2019. 
16-10-2019 | Article  
 
Operational update on Syria: Devastating impact on civilians; water shortages feared 
   Geneva (ICRC) – An update from the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) on the 
situation in north-east Syria:_ The ongoing hostilities are having a devastating impact on the civilian 
population, with tens of thousands of people fleeing the 
14-10-2019 | News release  
 
 
IFRC   [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 

http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases
https://www.hi-us.org/statement_the_syria_ingo_regional_forum_on_the_military_developments_in_northeast_syria
https://www.hi-us.org/statement_the_syria_ingo_regional_forum_on_the_military_developments_in_northeast_syria
https://www.heifer.org/
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/military-needs-can-never-justify-using-inhumane-or-indiscriminate-weapons
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/icrc-biometrics-policy
https://wedit.icrc.org/sites/default/files/document/file_list/icrc_biometrics_policy_adopted_29_august_2019_.pdf
https://wedit.icrc.org/sites/default/files/document/file_list/icrc_biometrics_policy_adopted_29_august_2019_.pdf
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/operational-update-syria-devastating-impact-civilians-water-shortages-feared
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/


   

  

 
 
International Medical Corps (IMC)   [to 19 Oct 2019] 
https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IRC  International Rescue Committee  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 
Media highlights 
Statement  
Humanitarian Leaders Call for a Transformation in Acute Malnutrition Treatment 
October 16, 2019  
 
Press Release  
Three children killed and 11 injured since military offensive began in northeast Syria 
October 15, 2019  
 
 
IRCT  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
https://irct.org/ 
News  14 Oct 2019  
Prestigious Barbara Chester Award goes to IRCT Vice President  
   IRCT Vice President and Clinical Advisor Dr. Sana Hamzeh of the Center for Rehabilitation of Victims 
of Violence and Torture (Restart) in Lebanon has received the 8th Barbara Chester Award (BCA). BCA 
celebrates Sana for her innovative spirit in protecting the lives of victims of torture under dangerous 
and difficult circumstances. 
 
 
Islamic Relief Worldwide  [to 19 Oct 2019]  
https://www.islamic-relief.org/ 
Latest News 
Concern grows as the humanitarian situation in north-east Syria deteriorates 
Published: 18 October, 2019  
 
New videogame shows how Islam inspires life changing charity work 
Published: 18 October, 2019  
 
Scottish Government steps up support for displaced Syrian families ahead of freezing 
winter months 
Published: 16 October, 2019  
 
 
Landsea   [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/humanitarian-leaders-call-transformation-acute-malnutrition-treatment
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/three-children-killed-and-11-injured-military-offensive-began-northeast-syria
https://irct.org/
https://irct.org/media-and-resources/latest-news/article/1003
https://www.islamic-relief.org/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/concern-grows-as-the-humanitarian-situation-in-north-east-syria-deteriorates/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/new-videogame-shows-how-islam-inspires-life-changing-charity-work/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/scottish-government-steps-up-support-for-displaced-syrian-families-ahead-of-freezing-winter-months/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/scottish-government-steps-up-support-for-displaced-syrian-families-ahead-of-freezing-winter-months/
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/


   

  

Medecins du Monde   [to 19 Oct 2019]  
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Mercy Corps [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
Press releases 
Mercy Corps Announces Beth deHamel as Interim CEO 
October 14, 2019 
Mercy Corps’ CFO of seven years steps into interim CEO role; Board of Directors to appoint CEO search 
committee this week  
   Portland, Ore. – The global organization Mercy Corps announced Beth deHamel as its interim Chief 
Executive Officer following the resignation of former CEO Neal Keny-Guyer last week. deHamel 
currently serves as Mercy Corps’ Chief Financial Officer… 
 

 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 19 Oct 2019]  
http://www.msf.org/ 
Latest [Selected Announcements] 
Mexico  
Migration policies that kill  
Interview 18 Oct 2019  
 
Libya  
Closure of detention centre exposes migrants and refugees to even w… 
Press Release 17 Oct 2019  
 
Medical resource  
International medical guides: practical tools for the field  
MSF medical resource 17 Oct 2019  
 
Myanmar  
Displaced couple cured of multidrug-resistant tuberculosis in Shan state  
Project Update 17 Oct 2019  
 
Nigeria  
Working with displaced people in Benue state, Nigeria  
Voices from the Field 16 Oct 2019  
 
Nigeria  
On the run from violence in Zamfara state  
Project Update 15 Oct 2019  
 
Syria  
Northeast Syria: MSF forced to evacuate staff due to extreme volatilit… 
Press Release 14 Oct 2019  
 

http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases
https://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/mercy-corps-announces-beth-dehamel-interim-ceo
http://www.msf.org/
https://www.msf.org/migration-policies-kill-mexico
https://www.msf.org/worsening-conditions-libya-follow-closure-detention-centre
https://www.msf.org/msf-international-medical-guides-practical-tools-field
https://www.msf.org/myanmar-displaced-couple-cured-multidrug-resistant-tb
https://www.msf.org/working-displaced-people-benue-state-nigeria
https://www.msf.org/run-violence-nigeria
https://www.msf.org/northeast-syria-msf-forced-evacuate-staff-due-extreme-volatility-region


   

  

 
Operation Smile  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office 
Program Schedule 
Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve every 
opportunity for safe surgical care.  
 
 
OXFAM [to 19 Oct 2019] 
https://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases 
Selected News/Announcements 
Lean season in DR Congo: aid agencies fear for hundreds of thousands in desperate need 
17 October 2019 
   Hundreds of thousands of people who have fled their homes in the Ituri province of the Democratic 
Republic of Congo are in desperate need of food, water, shelter and medicines, 11 aid agencies warned 
today.  
 
 
Norwegian Refugee Council   [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://www.nrc.no/ 
Latest news from NRC 
DR Congo | 17. Oct 2019  
Lean season in DR Congo: aid agencies fear for hundreds of thousands in desperate need 
Hundreds of thousands of people who have fled their homes in the Ituri province of the Democratic 
Republic of Congo are in desperate need of food, water, shelter and medicines, 11 aid agencies warned 
today.  
 
Syria | 16. Oct 2019  
Humanitarian crisis unfolds as violence escalates in Syria 
As thousands of civilians flee air strikes and shelling in North East Syria, aid agencies witness an 
escalation of the humanitarian crisis.  
 
Yemen | 16. Oct 2019  
New fuel crisis deepens suffering for hungry Yemenis 
Fuel shortages in Yemen are threatening thousands of lives. Drivers are queuing for two to three days 
to fill up, and the knock-on effects are being felt throughout the country, with food, water and other 
necessities in short supply. We call on the government of Yemen to end restrictions on the import of 
fuel.  
 
Afghanistan | 15. Oct 2019  
No place to call home for Pakistani refugees 
Pakistani refugees in Afghanistan are facing a bleak future as international organisations withdraw from 
Gulan camp, in the south-east of the country. Funding for their assistance is now being omitted for 
plans for 2020. In this photo story, camp residents share their concerns and their hopes.  
 
Africa|Kenya | 14. Oct 2019  
How local radio boosts climate change adaptation 

http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office
http://www.operationsmile.org/approach/program-schedule
https://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases
https://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases/2019-10-17/lean-season-dr-congo-aid-agencies-fear-hundreds-thousands-desperate-need
http://www.nrc.no/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2019/october/lean-season-in-dr-congo/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2019/october/humanitarian-crisis-unfolds-as-violence-escalates-in-syria/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2019/october/new-fuel-crisis-deepens-suffering-for-hungry-yemenis/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2019/october/no-place-to-call-home-for-pakistani-refugees/
https://www.nrc.no/expert-deployment/2016/2019/radio-programming-boosts-climate-change-adaptation/


   

  

In the Horn of Africa, local radio stations provide updates on entertainment, sports and health, so why 
not weather and climate too?  
 
 
Pact  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://www.pactworld.org/  
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Partners In Health  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://www.pih.org/blog   
News 
Oct 18, 2019  
PIH a "Safety Net" in Haiti During Weeks of Unrest  
PIH CEO Dr. Sheila Davis spoke recently with leaders at Zanmi Lasante, as PIH is known in Haiti, and 
provides the latest information about the past six weeks of unrest across the country.    
 
Oct 16, 2019  
CEO Dr. Sheila Davis Reflects on 5-Year Anniversary of the Ebola Outbreak in West Africa  
Dr. Sheila Davis, who ran PIH's Ebola response in West Africa five years ago, reflects on the progress 
made helping to rebuild health systems in Liberia and Sierra Leone.  
 
 
PATH  [to 19 Oct 2019]  
https://www.path.org/media-center/  
Selected Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Plan International/BORNEfonden  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Save The Children [to 19 Oct 2019] 
https://www.savethechildren.net/news 
18 October 2019 - Burkina Faso 
Children who fled violence in Burkina Faso on verge of hunger 
 
16 October 2019 - Afghanistan 
20 Afghan children injured after explosion near school 
 
16 October 2019 - Syria 
A tiny proportion of foreign children in North East Syria camps repatriated in 2019 
 
15 October 2019 - Addis Ababa 

http://www.pactworld.org/
http://www.pih.org/blog
https://www.pih.org/article/pih-safety-net-haiti-during-weeks-unrest
https://www.pih.org/article/ceo-dr-sheila-davis-reflects-5-year-anniversary-ebola-outbreak-west-africa
https://www.path.org/media-center/
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre
https://www.savethechildren.net/news
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/children-who-fled-violence-burkina-faso-verge-hunger
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/children-who-fled-violence-burkina-faso-verge-hunger
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/20-afghan-children-injured-after-explosion-near-school
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/20-afghan-children-injured-after-explosion-near-school
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/tiny-proportion-foreign-children-north-east-syria-camps-repatriated-2019
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/tiny-proportion-foreign-children-north-east-syria-camps-repatriated-2019
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/children-affected-armed-conflict-africa-call-governments-take-action-protect-most-vulnerable


   

  

CHILDREN AFFECTED BY ARMED CONFLICT IN AFRICA CALL ON GOVERNMENTS TO TAKE 
ACTION TO PROTECT MOST VULNERABLE 
 
14 October 2019 - Japan 
Children at risk of deadly floods as families flee Typhoon Hagabis 
 
 
SOS-Kinderdorf International  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
https://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/news 
Palestine  
Parenting with puppets  
   October 17 2019 - Parenting workshops are one of the ways SOS Children’s Villages Palestine 
supports women-headed families in the West Bank. Puppets are useful way for to open up difficult 
subjects with their children.  
 
AUSTRIA  
Former Vietnamese refugees return to their SOS homes 40 years later  
   October 14 2019 - An emotional reunion took place at the first SOS Children’s Village in Imst as 
former Vietnamese refugees returned to the village where they first arrived when fleeing the country as 
children in 1979.  
 
 
Tostan  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://www.tostan.org 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Women for Women International  [to 19 Oct 2019]  
https://www.womenforwomen.org/ 
October 14, 2019 
“We restore justice individually every day”  
Article 
Bosnia and Herzegovina 
 
 
World Vision  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://wvi.org/ 
Newsroom 
 
Make the Global Action Plan on Wasting about ACTION  
October 16th 2019   
   This joint statement is endorsed by International Rescue Committee, Action Against Hunger, Alima 
(Alliance for International Medical Action), Amref Health Africa,  Concern Worldwide, Eleanor Crook 
Foundation, Save the Children and World Vision.  
 
:::::: 
 
Electronic Frontiers Foundation 

https://www.savethechildren.net/news/children-affected-armed-conflict-africa-call-governments-take-action-protect-most-vulnerable
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/children-affected-armed-conflict-africa-call-governments-take-action-protect-most-vulnerable
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/children-risk-deadly-floods-families-flee-typhoon-hagabis
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/children-risk-deadly-floods-families-flee-typhoon-hagabis
https://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/news
https://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/news/parenting-with-puppets
https://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/news/welcome-home!%E2%80%9D-former-refugees-from-vietnam-return
http://www.tostan.org/latest-news
https://www.womenforwomen.org/
https://www.womenforwomen.org/blogs/we-restore-justice-individually-every-day
http://wvi.org/newsroom
https://www.wvi.org/newsroom/world-vision-european-union/make-global-action-plan-wasting-about-action


   

  

https://www.eff.org/updates?type=press_release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Freedom House [to 19 Oct 2019] 
https://freedomhouse.org/news 
Press Releases 
Venezuela Does Not Belong on the UN Human Rights Council 
October 18, 2019 
   Venezuela's human rights abuses should make the country ineligible for a seat on the UN Human 
Rights Council. 
 
 
Human Rights Watch  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
https://www.hrw.org/ 
Featured Commentary, Announcements, Statements 
October 19, 2019  
Lebanon: Security Forces Use Excessive Force Against Protesters 
   Lebanon’s security forces used excessive and unnecessary force against protesters in downtown 
Beirut on October 18, 2019, Human Rights Watch said today. The Internal Security Force’s riot police 
fired tear gas at thousands of largely peaceful protesters, including children, in downtown Beirut. The 
army cleared the areas, sometimes using excessive force, as riot police fired tear gas and rubber 
bullets at fleeing protesters. 
Middle East/North Africa 
 
October 19, 2019 News Release 
Libya: Deadly Airstrike Apparently Unlawful  
Middle East/North Africa 
 
October 18, 2019 Report 
Syria-Russia Attack on Refuge an Apparent War Crime 
Africa 
 
October 18, 2019 News Release 
Guinea: End Crackdown on Opponents to New Constitution 
 
 
Transparency International  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases 
19 Oct 2019  
Attacks on civil society and journalists on the rise in Europe 
   Transparency International Germany, the PEN Centre Germany and Reporters Without Borders today 
called on the German Federal Government to work at the national and EU level to support civil society 
organisations and protect journalists. Shrinking space for civil society hampers the fight against ...  
 
18 Oct 019  
Financial Action Task Force warned about the recent setbacks to Brazil’s efforts to fight 
corruption 

https://www.eff.org/updates?type=press_release
https://freedomhouse.org/news
https://freedomhouse.org/article/venezuela-does-not-belong-un-human-rights-council
https://www.hrw.org/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/10/19/lebanon-security-forces-use-excessive-force-against-protesters
https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/10/19/libya-deadly-airstrike-apparently-unlawful
https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/10/18/syria-russia-attack-refuge-apparent-war-crime
https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/10/18/guinea-end-crackdown-opponents-new-constitution
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressrelease/attacks_on_civil_society_and_journalists_on_the_rise_in_europe_1
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressrelease/fatf_warned_about_brazil_anti_corruption_setbacks
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressrelease/fatf_warned_about_brazil_anti_corruption_setbacks


   

  

   Transparency International submitted to the Financial Action Task Force this week a report that 
brings light to the many recent setbacks to Brazil’s anti-corruption legal and institutional framework. 
The report also includes recommendations to international organisations and Brazilian ...  
 
18 Oct 2019  
Lebanese Transparency Association demands the government adopt rigorous anti-
corruption reforms to economic growth and consolidate rule of law 
   The Lebanese Transparency Association - No Corruption (LTA), calls upon the Lebanese government 
to seriously address the demands of the Lebanese people, expressed in the demonstrations and 
protests currently taking place across Lebanon.  
 
17 Oct 2019  
Reliance on information from banks hindering corruption and money laundering 
investigations 
   - In a new report, Transparency International says that authorities are too reliant on company 
ownership data held by banks, hindering efforts to investigate corruption and money laundering. The 
Financial Action Task Force (TAFT) should require countries to establish central registers of the real ...  
 
::::: 
 
ChildFund Alliance  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
https://childfundalliance.org/ 
News/ Statements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CONCORD  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/ 
Latest News and Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
The Elders  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://theelders.org/news-media 
Selected Press Releases and Major Announcements 
Speech 
Nuclear weapons pose an existential threat to our collective future 
17 Oct 2019 
   Speaking at the Inter-Parliamentary Union’s Annual Assembly in Belgrade, Lakhdar Brahimi calls for 
greater mobilisation against the nuclear threat that echoes the urgency of climate change protesters. 
 
Opinion 
Ban Ki-moon: businesses can lead on refugee integration where leaders fall short 
17 Oct 2019 
   Drawing on his own experiences as a refugee in the Korean War, Ban Ki-moon calls on businesses to 
combat the xenophobic narrative against refugees. Published in The Independent. 
Refugees & Migration 
 

https://www.transparency.org/news/pressrelease/lebanese_transparency_association_demands_the_government_adopt_rigorous_ant
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressrelease/lebanese_transparency_association_demands_the_government_adopt_rigorous_ant
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressrelease/reliance_on_information_from_banks_hindering_investigations_of_white_collar
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressrelease/reliance_on_information_from_banks_hindering_investigations_of_white_collar
https://childfundalliance.org/
http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/
http://theelders.org/news-media
https://theelders.org/news/nuclear-weapons-pose-existential-threat-our-collective-future
https://theelders.org/news/ban-ki-moon-businesses-can-lead-refugee-integration-where-leaders-fall-short


   

  

 
Evidence Aid   [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://www.evidenceaid.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gavi [to 19 Oct 2019] 
https://www.gavi.org/ 
Latest news 
Kenya introduces cervical cancer vaccine nationally   
Approximately 800,000 girls to be protected annually through introduction of HPV vaccine into routine 
immunisation programme  
Mombasa, 18 October 2019 – Around 800,000 girls across Kenya will be protected against cervical 
cancer annually following the introduction of human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine into the country’s 
routine immunisation programme, Kenya’s Cabinet Secretary for Health Sicily Karuiki announced today 
at a launch ceremony in Mombasa County.  
 
“Scaling up access to quality health services, particularly for women and girls, is a critical part of 
Kenya’s Big Four Action Plan,” said Sicily Karuiki. “Cervical cancer is the leading cause of female cancer 
deaths in Kenya. Working with partners like Gavi, UNICEF and WHO to introduce HPV vaccine into our 
routine immunisation programme is an important step forward in ensuring the health and long-term 
prosperity of the Kenyan people.”   
The vaccines, provided through support from Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, will aim to reach all girls aged 
10 in two doses administered six months apart… 
 
 
Global Fund  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/ 
News & Stories 
News  
Sharp Upturn Achieved in Finding People with TB  
17 October 2019  
 
Voices  
How We Can Secure the Broadest Access to Quality-Assured and Affordable Medicines to 
Defeat HIV  
16 October 2019  
 
 
Hilton Prize Coalition [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/ 
10/17/2019 + Blog  
Welcome Cohort Four!  ECPAT International, Subha Nivedha 
 
 
ICVA - International Council of Voluntary Agencies   [to 19 Oct 2019] 
https://icvanetwork.org/ 
Latest resources, events, content 

http://www.evidenceaid.org/
https://www.gavi.org/
https://www.gavi.org/library/news/press-releases/2019/kenya-introduces-cervical-cancer-vaccine-nationally/
https://www.gavi.org/country/kenya/
https://www.gavi.org/support/nvs/human-papillomavirus/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/2019-10-17-sharp-upturn-achieved-in-finding-people-with-tb/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/blog/2019-10-16-how-we-can-secure-the-broadest-access-to-quality-assured-and-affordable-medicines-to-defeat-hiv/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/blog/2019-10-16-how-we-can-secure-the-broadest-access-to-quality-assured-and-affordable-medicines-to-defeat-hiv/
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/
https://prizecoalition.charity.org/welcome-cohort-four-ecpat-international-subha-nivedha/
https://prizecoalition.charity.org/welcome-cohort-four-ecpat-international-subha-nivedha/
https://icvanetwork.org/


   

  

No new digest content identified. 
 
 
InterAction  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://www.interaction.org/ 
Latest Updates 
Blog Post  
NextGen Norms for INGOs 
Tosca Bruno-van Vijfeijken  
Oct 18, 2019  
 
Global Development Practice  
A Question of Justice 
Taylor Boomer  
Oct 17, 2019  
 
Global Development Practice  
Beyond #ZeroHunger 
Caitlin St. Amour  
Oct 16, 2019  
 
Prevention of Sexual Abuse & Harassment  
CEOs: It’s Our Job to Foster an Environment of Mutual Respect 
Sam Worthington  
Oct 15, 2019  
 
:::::: 
 
3ie  International Initiative for Impact Evaluation [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://www.3ieimpact.org/ 
Latest News, Publications 
The effect of transparency and accountability interventions in the extractive sectors: an 
evidence gap map  
   Evidence gap map 3ie 2019 This report outlines the main findings of the map on effect of 
transparency and accountability interventions in the extractive sector.  
 
Does promoting citizen engagement in the governance of public services lead to improved 
service delivery and quality of life?  
   Systematic review Brief 3ie 2019 This brief presents the findings of a systematic review examining 
the effects of citizen engagement interventions that aim to strengthen the participation, inclusion, 
transparency and accountability characteristics of public services on citizens’ social and economic well-
being, and to explore how such effects are influenced by population group, context and 
implementation factors.  
 
 
CHS Alliance  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://chsalliance.org/ 
New website no longer posts press releases or announcements. 

http://www.interaction.org/
https://www.interaction.org/blog/nextgen-norms-for-ingos/
https://www.interaction.org/blog/nextgen-norms-for-ingos/
https://www.interaction.org/blog/a-question-of-justice/
https://www.interaction.org/blog/a-question-of-justice/
https://www.interaction.org/blog/beyond-zerohunger/
https://www.interaction.org/blog/beyond-zerohunger/
https://www.interaction.org/blog/ceos-its-our-job-to-foster-an-environment-of-mutual-respect/
https://www.interaction.org/blog/ceos-its-our-job-to-foster-an-environment-of-mutual-respect/
http://www.3ieimpact.org/
https://www.3ieimpact.org/evidence-hub/publications/evidence-gap-maps/effect-transparency-and-accountability-interventions
https://www.3ieimpact.org/evidence-hub/publications/evidence-gap-maps/effect-transparency-and-accountability-interventions
https://www.3ieimpact.org/
https://www.3ieimpact.org/
https://www.3ieimpact.org/evidence-hub/publications/systematic-review/does-promoting-citizen-engagement-governance-public
https://www.3ieimpact.org/evidence-hub/publications/systematic-review/does-promoting-citizen-engagement-governance-public
http://chsalliance.org/


   

  

 
 
Development Initiatives   [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://devinit.org/news/ 
Newa 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action 
(ALNAP)     [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://www.alnap.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre 
LATEST PRESS RELEASES 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
EHLRA/R2HC   [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Groupe URD   [to 19 Oct 2019] 
https://www.urd.org/en/news/ 
News  
Launch of our e-learning platform 
18/10/2019  
Groupe URD has developed online training modules that are available via our new e-learning platform. 
Seven free introductory modules are currently available in French on Quality management, 
environmental issues in humanitarian action, and resilience.  
 
News  
Scoping review on Environmental Footprint of humanitarian assistance for DG ECHO 
16/10/2019  
The increasing gravity of environmental and climate-related challenges coupled with the dependency of 
affected people on natural resources, calls for “collective responsibility” for humanitarian actors to 
reduce their programs’ environmental footprint. Donors have a critical role to play to make change 
happen. Aware of this, DG ECHO is launching a detailed analysis of its practices and areas for 
improvement to better support its partners in this collective effort.  
 
 
International Humanitarian Studies Association  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
https://ihsa.info/ 
No new digest content identified. 

http://devinit.org/news/
http://www.alnap.org/
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/
https://www.urd.org/en/news/
https://www.urd.org/en/news/launch-of-our-e-learning-platform/
https://www.urd.org/en/news/scoping-review-on-environmental-footprint-of-humanitarian-assistance-for-dg-echo/
https://ihsa.info/


   

  

 
 
INEE – an international network for education in emergencies   [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://www.ineesite.org/en/news 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP)  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
https://phap.org/ 
Association news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Sphere  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
https://www.spherestandards.org/news-and-events/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Start Network [to 19 Oct 2019] 
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs 
News and Blog 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Brookings 
http://www.brookings.edu/ 
Accessed 19 Oct 2019 
Latest Research 
Income Inequality & Social Mobility  
The geography of desperation in America: Labor force participation, mobility trends, place, 
and well-being 
Carol Graham and Sergio Pinto 
Tuesday, October 15, 2019  
 
Report  
The welfare effects of peer entry in the accommodation market: The case of Airbnb 
Chiara Farronato and Andrey Fradkin 
Tuesday, October 15, 2019  
 
Report  
How to boost voter registration at tax time 
Vanessa Williamson 
Tuesday, October 15, 2019  
 
Report  
It’s time to abolish the Electoral College 

http://www.ineesite.org/en/news
https://phap.org/
https://www.spherestandards.org/news-and-events/
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs
http://www.brookings.edu/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/the-geography-of-desperation-in-america-labor-force-participation-mobility-trends-place-and-well-being/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/the-geography-of-desperation-in-america-labor-force-participation-mobility-trends-place-and-well-being/
https://www.brookings.edu/experts/carol-graham/
https://www.brookings.edu/author/sergio-pinto/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/the-welfare-effects-of-peer-entry-in-the-accommodation-market-the-case-of-airbnb/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/the-welfare-effects-of-peer-entry-in-the-accommodation-market-the-case-of-airbnb/
https://www.hbs.edu/faculty/Pages/profile.aspx?facId=775022
https://www.bu.edu/questrom/profile/andrey-fradkin/
https://www.brookings.edu/policy2020/bigideas/how-to-boost-voter-registration-at-tax-time/
https://www.brookings.edu/experts/vanessa-williamson/
https://www.brookings.edu/policy2020/bigideas/its-time-to-abolish-the-electoral-college/


   

  

Darrell M. West 
Tuesday, October 15, 2019  
 
Report  
Barriers to STEM education for rural girls 
Nasrin Siddiqa 
Tuesday, October 15, 2019  
 
 
Center for Global Development    [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CSIS  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
https://www.csis.org/ 
Selected Reports 
Report 
Northern Mozambique at a Crossroads: Scenarios for Violence in the Resource-rich Cabo 
Delgado Province 
October 18, 2019 | Emilia Columbo The insurgency in northern Mozambique poses a growing threat to 
security and investment in the resource-rich Cabo Delgado region. This report lays out potential 
scenarios for the trajectory of violence and provides a framework to analyze the situation’s progression.  
 
Report 
Perspectives on the Global Economic Order in 2019 
October 18, 2019 | Matthew P. Goodman, Stephanie Segal, William Alan Reinsch, Mark Sobel, John J. 
Hamre A CSIS Simon Chair volume of parallel essays on the global economic order by U.S. and Chinese 
scholars covering a wide range of topics, including trade, investment, finance, and technology.  
 
Report 
Innovations in Guarantees for Development 
October 18, 2019 | Romina Bandura, Sundar R. Ramanujam Developing countries seeking to attract 
foreign investments are often constrained by excessive perceived and real risks in the market. This 
report examines how bilateral agencies can scale up their use of guarantees and leverage private 
capital in these markets.  
 
Report 
Connecting the Dots in Xinjiang: Forced Labor, Forced Assimilation, and Western Supply 
Chains 
October 16, 2019 | Amy K. Lehr, Efthimia Maria (“Mariefaye”) Bechrakis China has “reeducated” over 
one million Uyghurs and other minorities in Xinjiang. Forced labor has become an integral part of this 
“reeducation”. This report focuses on how forced labor there connects to western supply chains and 
what actions can improve the situation.  
 
Report 
More Than Missiles: China Previews its New Way of War 

https://www.brookings.edu/experts/darrell-m-west/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/barriers-to-stem-education-for-rural-girls/
https://www.brookings.edu/author/nasrin-siddiqa/
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center
https://www.csis.org/
https://www.csis.org/analysis/northern-mozambique-crossroads-scenarios-violence-resource-rich-cabo-delgado-province
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https://www.csis.org/people/emilia-columbo
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https://www.csis.org/people/william-alan-reinsch
https://www.csis.org/people/mark-sobel
https://www.csis.org/people/john-j-hamre
https://www.csis.org/people/john-j-hamre
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https://www.csis.org/people/romina-bandura
https://www.csis.org/people/sundar-r-ramanujam
https://www.csis.org/analysis/connecting-dots-xinjiang-forced-labor-forced-assimilation-and-western-supply-chains
https://www.csis.org/analysis/connecting-dots-xinjiang-forced-labor-forced-assimilation-and-western-supply-chains
https://www.csis.org/people/amy-k-lehr
https://www.csis.org/people/efthimia-maria-mariefaye-bechrakis
https://www.csis.org/analysis/more-missiles-china-previews-its-new-way-war


   

  

October 16, 2019 | Ian Williams China’s October 1 display of military hardware revealed a nation 
seeking to supplant the United States as the dominant military and technological power in the Asia-
Pacific region.  
 
Report 
Is There a ‘New Normal’ for De-risking in the Caribbean? 
October 16, 2019 | Scott B. MacDonald There is a new normal in Caribbean finance of de-risking of 
banks in the region. CSIS Americas Program senior associate Scott MacDonald explores the implications 
of de-risking in the Caribbean in his latest white paper.  
 
Report 
Engaging with India’s Electrification Agenda: Powering Rajasthan 
October 15, 2019 | Stephen J. Naimoli, Kartikeya Singh The CSIS U.S.-India State and Urban Initiative 
explores opportunities to engage with Rajasthan on building capacity in its power sector.  
 
Report 
U.S. Military Forces in FY 2020: Army 
October 15, 2019 | Mark F. Cancian The Army struggles to grow its force structure as it takes steps 
towards modernization for great power conflict. In the fourth white paper in his series on U.S. forces, 
CSIS's Mark Cancian analyzes the Army’s plans and challenges for growth and modernization.  
 
Report 
Climate Change and Food Security: A Test of U.S. Leadership in a Fragile World 
October 15, 2019 | Chase Sova, Kimberly Flowers, Christian Man U.S. leadership on global climate 
commitments has been waning—and food security worldwide will suffer for it. This policy brief from the 
CSIS Global Food Security Project highlights opportunities for U.S. leadership to address these 
challenges.  
 
 
ODI   [to 19 Oct 2019] 
https://www.odi.org/  
Selected Press Releases & Reports 
STATEMENT: ODI appoints Sara Pantuliano as new Executive Director  
Press release | 17 October 2019 
  Sara Pantuliano will become ODI's new Executive Director on 1 December 2019. 
 
Youth associations and cooperatives: getting young people into work  
Research reports and studies | October 2019 | Alexandra Löwe, Susan Njambi-Szlapka and Sanyu 
Phiona 
   This report aims to understand how associations and cooperatives can address the challenges 
typically faced by underemployed or unemployed youth in Uganda. 
 
 
RoRI [Research on Research Institute]  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://researchonresearch.org/ 
We're an open and independent new initiative providing data, analysis and intelligence on how to make 
research systems more strategic, open, diverse and inclusive. 
News and Events 

https://www.csis.org/people/ian-williams
https://www.csis.org/analysis/there-new-normal-de-risking-caribbean
https://www.csis.org/people/scott-b-macdonald
https://www.csis.org/analysis/engaging-indias-electrification-agenda-powering-rajasthan
https://www.csis.org/people/stephen-j-naimoli
https://www.csis.org/people/kartikeya-singh
https://www.csis.org/analysis/us-military-forces-fy-2020-army
https://www.csis.org/people/mark-f-cancian
https://www.csis.org/analysis/climate-change-and-food-security-test-us-leadership-fragile-world
https://www.csis.org/people/chase-sova
https://www.csis.org/people/kimberly-flowers
https://www.csis.org/people/christian-man
https://www.odi.org/media-hub/press-room
https://www.odi.org/news/889-statement-odi-appoints-sara-pantuliano-new-executive-director
https://www.odi.org/publications/11470-youth-associations-and-cooperatives-getting-young-people-work
http://researchonresearch.org/


   

  

No new digest content identified. 
 
  
Urban Institute   [to 19 Oct 2019] 
https://www.urban.org/publications 
October 17, 2019  
A Tailored Opportunity Zone Incentive Could Bring Greater Benefits to Distressed 
Communities and Less Cost to the Federal Government  
Brett Theodos, senior fellow, testified before a subcommittee of the US House Committee on Small 
Business about Opportunity Zones and how the OZ incentives could be tailored to provide greater 
benefits to distressed communities at less cost to the federal government. His testimony noted the 
promising aspects of Opportunity Zones and detailed the limitations and challenges to the program as 
it currently exists. He also provided  
Brett Theodos 
October 17, 2019  
Testimony 
  
From Incremental to Comprehensive Health Reform: How Various Reform Options 
Compare on Coverage and Costs  
Report: From Incremental to Comprehensive Health Insurance Reform: How Various Reform Options 
Compare on Coverage and Costs Brief: Comparing Health Insurance Reform Options: From “Building on 
the ACA” to Single Payer Blog Post: Don’t Confuse Changes in Federal Health Spending with National 
Health Spending Policymakers, including candidates in the 2020 presidential campaign and members of 
Congress, have proposed a variety of  
Linda J. Blumberg, John Holahan, Matthew Buettgens, Anuj Gangopadhyaya, Bowen Garrett, Adele 
Shartzer, Michael Simpson, Robin Wang, Melissa M. Favreault, Diane Arnos 
October 16, 2019  
Research Report 
  
Comment Letter on the CFPB's ANPR Relating to Home Mortgage Disclosure (Regulation C) 
Data Points and Coverage  
The Consumer Financial Protection Bureau is considering modifying or eliminating some of the Home 
Mortgage Disclosure Act data they began collecting from lenders in 2018. The researchers discuss the 
value of and burden of collecting data about land ownership in manufactured housing, disaggregated 
race/ethnicity, open format fields in loan denial and multifamily loans owned by corporate entities. 
They also discuss how some of  
Laurie Goodman, Sarah Strochak, Ellen Seidman 
October 15, 2019  
Public Comment 
  
 
World Economic Forum    [to 19 Oct 2019] 
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/ 
Media 
World Economic Forum 50th Annual Meeting in Davos: Defining Stakeholder Capitalism  
News 17 Oct 2019  
:: The World Economic Forum Annual Meeting on 21-24 January in Davos, Switzerland marks the 
international institution’s 50th anniversary  
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:: The meeting will focus on the Forum’s founding principle – Stakeholder Capitalism – and define ways 
in which companies can update their purpose and key performance indicators in this new era  
:: It will also champion metrics governments and international organizations can use to track and 
improve our global progress on climate change and meaningful economic growth 
 
… The Programme for the Annual Meeting will prioritize six key areas: 
   Ecology: How to mobilize business to respond to the risks of climate change and ensure that 
measures to protect biodiversity reach forest floors and ocean beds. 
   Economy: How to remove the long-term debt burden and keep the economy working at a pace that 
allows higher inclusion. 
   Technology: How to create a global consensus on deployment of Fourth Industrial Revolution 
technologies and avoid a ‘technology war’. 
   Society: How to reskill and upskill a billion people in the next decade. 
   Geopolitics: How the ‘spirit of Davos’ can create bridges to resolve conflicts in global hotspots. 
Informal meetings to set kickstart conciliation. 
   Industry: How to help business create the models necessary to drive enterprise in the Fourth 
Industrial Revolution. How to navigate an enterprise in a world exposed to political tensions and driven 
by exponential technological change as well as increasing expectations from all stakeholders. 

 
 
*                      *                       *                        * 
 
 

:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will primarily monitor press/media releases announcing key initiatives and new research from a 
growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, humanitarian 
response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended to be exhaustive, but 
indicative.  
 
 

Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 19 Oct 2019] 
https://alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/ 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Blue Meridian Partners [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/ 
Blue Meridian Partners is a new capital aggregation collaboration that plans to invest at least $1 billion 
in high-performance nonprofits that are poised to have truly national impact for economically 
disadvantaged children and youth.  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

https://alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/


   

  

Annie E. Casey Foundation   [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clinton Foundation  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements 
Press Release   October 18, 2019  
The Honorable Ruth Bader Ginsburg featured in season finale of Clinton Foundation 
podcast 
 
 
Co Impact   [to 19 Oct 2019] 
www.co-impact.io 
Co-Impact is a global philanthropic collaborative for systems change focused on improving the lives of 
millions of people around the world. 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Ford Foundation  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://www.fordfound  ation.org/?filter=News 
News 11 October 2019  
Announcing the Ford Foundation Global Fellowship program  
   The fellowship is a new Ford Foundation program that aims to identify and connect emerging leaders 
from across the globe who are advancing innovative ideas and solutions to combat inequality. 
 
 
J. Paul Getty Trust  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://news.getty.edu/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 19 Oct 2019] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

Grameen Foundation    [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://www.grameenfoundation.org/news-events/press-room 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/  
Latest Updates  
No new digest content identified. 
 

http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases/honorable-ruth-bader-ginsburg-featured-season-finale-clinton-foundation-podcast
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https://www.fordfoundation.org/the-latest/news/announcing-the-ford-foundation-global-fellowship-program/
http://news.getty.edu/
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http://www.grameenfoundation.org/news-events/press-room
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https://hewlett.org/can-african-think-tanks-help-strengthen-government-use-of-data-and-evidence-we-think-so/


   

  

 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IKEA Foundation    [to 19 Oct 2019] 
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 19 Oct 2019] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news 
Research Oct 18 2019  
Whole Genome Sequencing Could Help Save Pumas from Inbreeding 
The first complete genetic sequences of individual mountain lions point the way to better conservation 
strategies for saving threatened populations of the wild animals.  
 
Research Oct 17 2019  
Tiny Creature Could Help Prevent Devastating Parasitic Disease 
Scientists have discovered and purified a substance made by rotifers that can paralyze the worms that 
cause schistosomiasis, a dangerous infection that affects 200 million people worldwide.  
 
Research Oct 17 2019  
Newly Discovered Microogranisms Band Together, ‘Flip Out’ 
Scientists have found a new species of choanoflagellate. This close relative of animals forms sheets of 
cells that “flip” inside-out in response to light, alternating between a cup-shaped feeding form and a 
ball-like swimming form. The organism could offer clues about animals’ early evolution.  
 
 
Kaiser Family Foundation  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
https://www.kff.org/search/?post_type=press-release 
October 18, 2019 News Release  
State Budgets for Fiscal Year 2020 Include Total Medicaid Spending Growth of 6.2 Percent 
on Average, Even As Enrollment Remains Essentially Flat   
States budgeted for total Medicaid spending to increase at a faster pace than enrollment in fiscal year 
2020, driven in part by rising costs for prescription drugs, provider rate increases and higher costs 
associated with caring for the elderly and disabled, according to KFF’s new 50-state Medicaid budget 
survey. The… 
 
October 17, 2019 News Release  
Poll: About Half of Public Supports a Ban on Both Flavored and All E-Cigarettes, Though 
Most Young Adults Are Opposed  
With more than 1,000 lung injuries and two dozen deaths nationally associated with vaping and e-
cigarettes, a new KFF poll finds a narrow majority (52%) of the public supports a ban on the sale of 
fruit- and other flavored e-cigarettes, while 44% oppose it. When asked whether all e-cigarettes 
should… 
 

http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news
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October 15, 2019 News Release  
Many Community Health Centers Report That Immigrant Patients Are Declining to Enroll in 
Medicaid or Renew Their Coverage Amid Concerns About Changes to Public Charge Rules 
Nearly half (47%) of community health centers report that many or some immigrant patients declined 
to enroll themselves in Medicaid in the past year, according to a new KFF survey, and nearly a third 
(32%) of centers say that some patients dropped or decided not to renew such coverage. Interviews… 
 
October 15, 2019 News Release  
Visualizing Health Policy: US Public’s Perspective on Prescription Drug Costs 
This Visualizing Health Policy infographic examines public opinion on prescription drug costs in the 
United States (US). Over the past 20 years, US drug spending has increased by 330% compared to a 
208% increase in total US health expenditures. A large majority (78%) of the public see drug company 
profits… 
 
October 15, 2019 News Release  
Poll: Democrats Say They Are Hearing Enough From Presidential Candidates About 
Medicare-for-All and Expanding Coverage, But Want Them to Talk More about Health Costs 
and Women’s Health Care 
Heading into tonight’s Democratic primary debate, most Democrats and Democratic-leaning 
independents say the candidates are spending the right amount or too much time talking about ways 
to provide coverage to more Americans and Medicare-for-all, two topics that have dominated health 
care discussions in the past three rounds of Democratic debates,… 
 
 
Kellogg Foundation  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
https://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media 
Selected Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Aga Khan Foundation   [to 19 Oct 2019] 
https://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation 
Press Releases 
Campaigning in schools for better hygiene on Global Handwashing Day  
   Islamabad, Pakistan, 15 October 2019 - The Aga Khan Agency for Habitat (AKAH), in collaboration 
with other agencies of the Aga Khan Development Network, government agencies and voluntary 
bodies, facilitated events in schools across Gilgit-Baltistan, Pakistan to celebrate Global Handwashing 
Day. These activities aimed at raising awareness about healthy and hygienic practices including the 
importance of handwashing with soap as an easy, effective and affordable way to prevent diseases and 
save lives… 
 
 
MacArthur Foundation  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://www.macfound.org/ 
News; What We’re Learning 
Documenting Immigrant Experiences to Support Community Action  
October 18, 2019  
Grantee Research  
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Stories of Chicagoans Involved in Criminal Justice 
October 17, 2019  
Grantee Research  
 
 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation   [to 19 Oct 2019] 

https://mellon.org/ 
News & Blog 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation [to 19 Oct 2019] 
https://www.moore.org/ 
Recent News 
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation announces 2019 Moore Inventor Fellows 
October 15, 2019     
   The Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation announced the 2019 cohort of Moore Inventor Fellows. 
Launched in 2016 to celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of Moore’s Law, the revolutionary prediction that 
anticipated the exponential growth of computing power, the program embraces the spirit of Gordon 
Moore’s passion for science and penchant for inventing. 
   “The Moore Inventor Fellowship recognizes the quality of the individual, as well as the quality of the 
idea,” said Harvey V. Fineberg, M.D., Ph.D., president of the Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation. “The 
ultimate goal is to convert the ideas into inventions that can change the world.” 
   While their interests are varied, the fellows all share a common curiosity about our world and a 
passion for transformative ideas. This year’s fellows focus on areas from 3D printing to underwater 
autonomous vehicles, plant immunity, improved on-chip photodetectors and an immune system in a 
test tube. It may sound like science fiction, but it’s real science… 
 
 
Open Society Foundations  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/newsroom 
Press release   October 15, 2019  
Soros Economic Development Fund Joins Ethiopia Investment Fund  
   Open Society’s impact investing arm will join several leading regional and national development 
funds in a new $100 million investment fund, supporting business development and job creation. 
 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://www.packard.org/news/ 
News 
Packard Fellowships in Science and Engineering Announces 2019 Class of Fellow 
   October 15, 2019 (Los Altos, CA) – Today, the David and Lucile Packard Foundation announced the 
2019 class of Packard Fellows for Science and Engineering. This year’s class features 22 early-career 
scientists and engineers, who will each receive $875,000 over five years to pursue their research. 
The Packard Fellowships in Science and Engineering are among the nation’s largest nongovernmental 
fellowships, designed to allow maximum flexibility in how the funding is used. Since 1988, this program 
has supported the blue-sky thinking of scientists and engineers with the belief that their research over 
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time will lead to new discoveries that improve people’s lives and enhance our understanding of the 
universe. 
   Fellows have gone on to receive a range of accolades, including Nobel Prizes in Chemistry and 
Physics, the Fields Medal, the Alan T. Waterman Award, MacArthur Fellowships, and elections to the 
National Academies. The Fellows also gather at annual meetings to discuss their research, where 
conversations have led to unexpected collaborations across disciplines… 
 
 
Pew Charitable Trusts  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room 
Press Releases & Statements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/ 
The Latest 
A Collective #GlobalGoalsVision for a Better World by 2030  
Silvia Mansur de Oliveira Director of Digital, Communications, The Rockefeller Foundation  
October 17, 2019  
 
Weaving Learning into the Fabric of Philanthropy: Working Smarter in the Age of Big Data 
October 16, 2019 
 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/  
Latest News and Highlights 
October 15, 2019 
RWJF Announces Strategic Partnership to Integrate Health and Community Development  
The Foundation is making a $6M investment in Purpose Built Communities to work with business 
leaders, community members and other partners to concurrently address housing, education, and 
community wellness. 
At the 10th Annual Conference of Purpose Built Communities, the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation’s 
President and CEO, Dr. Richard E. Besser, announced an investment of $6 million to advance the work 
of the Purpose Built Communities Network. 
 
Purpose Built Communities is a dynamic nonprofit that is building a national network with the goal of 
empowering communities to end intergenerational poverty. Purpose Built works with business leaders, 
community members and other partners from the public, private, and nonprofit sectors to concurrently 
address housing, education, and community wellness at the neighborhood level as part of its model. 
 
“Purpose Built Communities has been at the forefront of changing community conditions in order to 
improve health and wellbeing for the past decade,” Said Abbey Cofsky, managing director of Program 
at the Foundation. “We are excited to work with them and their network in ways that accelerate efforts 
to improve health equity and end the cycle of intergenerational poverty in regions across the country.” 
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The grant will advance the work and mission of Purpose Built Communities and the fields of community 
development and public health directly and indirectly through a knowledge-sharing platform where 
Network Members can discuss the complex issues that surround neighborhood revitalization and share 
best practices that will strengthen capabilities across the network… 
 
 
Science Philanthropy Alliance   [to 19 Oct 2019] 
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/ 
“…a group of organizations working together to increase philanthropic support for basic scientific 
research on a global basis…” 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SDG Philanthropy Platform 
http://sdgfunders.org/ 
SDG Philanthropy Platform is a collaboration between philanthropy and the greater international 
development community led by Foundation Center, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
and Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, and supported by the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, Ford 
Foundation and the MasterCard Foundation, the Brach Family Foundation, and other key organizations 
such as Asociación de Fundaciones Empresariales (AFE) in Colombia, Brach Family Charitable 
Foundation, CAF America, Council on Foundations, East Africa Association of Grantmakers (EAAG), 
European Foundation Centre, Filantropi Indonesia (FI), GlobalGiving, The Humanitarian Forum, World 
Congress of Muslim Philanthropists, and Worldwide Initiatives for Grantmaker Support (WINGS). 
Selected Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
https://sloan.org/about/press  
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
Opinion | 16 October 2019  
PhD merit needs to be defined by more than just publications 
Anne-Marie Coriat 
Head of UK and Europe Research Landscape Wellcome  
   There needs to be a change in how PhDs are assessed, with more emphasis placed on other aspects 
of training, to promote a positive culture for early career researchers. 
 

:::::: 
 
Candid [formerly Foundation Center and GuideStar]  [to 19 Oct 2019 
https://candid.org/about/press-room?fcref=pg 
No new digest content identified. 
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Council on Foundations  [to 19 Oct 2019] 
https://www.cof.org/newsroom 
Newsroom 
No new digest content identified. 

 
 
*                       *                       *                        * 
 
 

:: Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in human 
rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be exhaustive. We will 
add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon recommendation from 
readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content but note that successful access 
to some of the articles and other content may require subscription or other access arrangement unique 
to the publisher. Please suggest additional journals you feel warrant coverage. 
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http://www.ajpmonline.org/current  
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American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
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Antiquity – A Review of World Archeology 
Issue 371 - October 2019 
https://antiquity.ac.uk/latest 
Book Reviews 
Sally Crawford, Dawn M. Hadley & Gillian Shepherd (ed.). The Oxford handbook of the archaeology of 
childhood. 2018. Oxford: Oxford University Press; 978-0-19-967069-7 £110. 
Siân Halcrow 
 
 
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed 19 Oct 2019) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Global Health 
October 2019 - Volume 4 - Suppl 9 
https://gh.bmj.com/content/4/Suppl_9 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 19 Oct 2019) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 19 Oct 2019) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Medical Ethics  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 
(Accessed 19 Oct 2019)  
Commentary 
Engaging research ethics committees to develop an ethics and governance framework for 
best practices in genomic research and biobanking in Africa: the H3Africa model  
Authors: Paulina Tindana, Aminu Yakubu, Ciara Staunton, Alice Matimba, Katherine Littler, Ebony 
Madden, Nchangwi Syntia Munung and Jantina de Vries 
Citation: BMC Medical Ethics 2019 20:69  
Published on: 18 October 2019 
Abstract 
In the past decade, there has been an increase in genomic research and biobanking activities in Africa. 
Research initiatives such as the Human Heredity and Health in Africa (H3Africa) Consortium are 
contributing to the development of scientific capacity and infrastructure to support these studies on the 
continent. Despite this growth, genomic research and biobanking have raised important ethical 
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challenges for key research stakeholders, including members of research ethics committees. One of 
these is the limited ethical and regulatory frameworks to guide the review and conduct of genomic 
studies, particularly in Africa. This paper is a reflection on a series of consultative activities with 
research ethics committees in Africa which informed the development of an ethics and governance 
framework for best practices in genomic research and biobanking in Africa. The paper highlights the 
engagement process and the lessoned learned. 
 
Research article 
Forming and implementing community advisory boards in low- and middle-income 
countries: a scoping review  
Community advisory boards (CABs) have expanded beyond high-income countries (HICs) and play an 
increasing role in low- and middle-income country (LMIC) research. Much research has examined CABs 
in HICs, but le...  
Authors: Yang Zhao, Thomas Fitzpatrick, Bin Wan, Suzanne Day, Allison Mathews and Joseph D. 
Tucker 
Citation: BMC Medical Ethics 2019 20:73  
Published on: 17 October 2019 
 
Research article 
How do researchers acquire and develop notions of research integrity? A qualitative study 
among biomedical researchers in Switzerland  
Structured training in research integrity, research ethics and responsible conduct of research is one 
strategy to reduce research misconduct and strengthen reliability of and trust in scientific evidence. 
Howe...  
Authors: Priya Satalkar and David Shaw 
Citation: BMC Medical Ethics 2019 20:72  
Published on: 16 October 2019 
 
 
BMC Medicine 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content 
(Accessed 19 Oct 2019)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content 
(Accessed 19 Oct 2019) 
[No new digest content identified] 
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hazards? Results from a scoping review  
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The 2014–2016 Ebola outbreak was a wake-up call regarding the critical importance of resilient health 
systems. Fragile health systems can become overwhelmed during public health crises, further 
exacerbating the human, economic, and political toll. Important work has been done to describe the 
general attributes of a health system resilient to these crises, and the next step will be to identify the 
specific capacities that health systems need to develop and maintain to achieve resiliency. 
Authors: Jennifer B. Nuzzo, Diane Meyer, Michael Snyder, Sanjana J. Ravi, Ana Lapascu, Jon Souleles, 
Carolina I. Andrada and David Bishai 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2019 19:1310  
Published on: 17 October 2019 

 
Study protocol 
Preventing violence against children in schools (PVACS): protocol for a cluster randomised 
controlled trial of the EmpaTeach behavioural intervention in Nyarugusu refugee camp  
We aim to test the effectiveness of the EmpaTeach intervention to prevent physical violence from 
teachers to students in Nyarugusu Refugee Camp, Tanzania. EmpaTeach is a 10-week, 14-session, 
classroom manageme...  
Authors: Karen M. Devries, Camilla Fabbri, Elizabeth Allen, Vivien Barongo, Elizabeth Shayo, Giulia 
Greco, Michael Kaemingk, Mary Qiu, Rachel Steinacher, Wietse Tol and Katherine Rodrigues 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2019 19:1295  
Published on: 15 October 2019 
 
Research article 
A systematic review of qualitative evidence on factors enabling and deterring uptake of 
HIV self-testing in Africa  
More than 40% of adults in Sub-Saharan Africa are unaware of their HIV status. HIV self-testing 
(HIVST) is a novel approach with a potential to increase uptake of HIV testing and linkage to care for 
people who...  
Authors: Bernard Njau, Christopher Covin, Esther Lisasi, Damian Damian, Declare Mushi, Andrew Boulle 
and Catherine Mathews 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2019 19:1289  
Published on: 15 October 2019 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Clinical Therapeutics 
September 2019 Volume 41, Issue 9, p1643-1898  
http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Clinical Trials 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Conflict and Health 
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Research 
  |   16 October 2019  
Exposure to family and organized violence and associated mental health in north Korean 
refugee youth compared to south Korean youth  
Authors: Jinme Park, Claudia Catani, Katharin Hermenau and Thomas Elbert 
 
Review 
  |   14 October 2019  
A systematic review of monitoring and evaluation indicators for sexual and reproductive 
health in humanitarian settings  
Authors: Elena T. Broaddus-Shea, Loulou Kobeissi, Osama Ummer and Lale Say 
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Current Opinion in Infectious Diseases 
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Emergency Medicine Journal 
https://bmcemergmed.biomedcentral.com/articles 
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Research article 
Introduction of a standardised protocol, including systematic use of tranexamic acid, for 
management of severe adult trauma patients in a low-resource setting: the MSF 
experience from Port-au-Prince, Haiti  
Bleeding is an important cause of death in trauma victims. In 2010, the CRASH-2 study, a multicentre 
randomized control trial on the effect of tranexamic acid (TXA) administration to trauma patients with 
suspe...  
Authors: Alessandro Jachetti, Rose Berly Massénat, Nathalie Edema, Sophia C. Woolley, Guido 
Benedetti, Rafael Van Den Bergh and Miguel Trelles 
Citation: BMC Emergency Medicine 2019 19:56  
Published on: 18 October 2019 
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The European Journal of Public Health 
Volume 29, Issue 5, October 2019 
https://academic.oup.com/eurpub/issue/29/5 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Volume 88cccOctober 2019 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/food-policy/vol/87/suppl/C 
Research article  Open access 
First foods: Diet quality among infants aged 6–23 months in 42 countries 
Samira Choudhury, Derek D. Headey, William A. Masters 
Article 101762 
 
Research article  Open access 
Women’s empowerment and nutrition status: The case of iron deficiency in India 
Soumya Gupta, Prabhu Pingali, Per Pinstrup-Andersen 
Article 101763 
 
Research article  Abstract only 
One more tool for the food aid toolbox? Experimental evidence on food aid packaging 
Mark Brennan, Prithvi Sundar, Jarrod Goentzel, Daniel Frey, Joanne Mathias 
Article 101764 
 
 
Food Security  
Volume 11, Issue 5, October 2019 
https://link.springer.com/journal/12571/11/5 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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the ETHICS issue  
[Reviewed earlier] 
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https://link.springer.com/journal/12371/11/3 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Volume 11, 2018 – Issue 1   
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/zgha20/11/1?nav=tocList 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Health: Science and Practice (GHSP) 
Vol. 7, No. 3   September 01, 2019  
http://www.ghspjournal.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Public Health  
Volume 14, 2019   Issue 12 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
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[No new digest content identified] 
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Volume 21, Issue 1, June 2019 
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Health Economics, Policy and Law  
Volume 14 - Issue 4 - October 2019  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/health-economics-policy-and-law/latest-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Policy and Planning 
Volume 34, Issue 7, September 2019 
https://academic.oup.com/heapol/issue/34/7 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
Health Research Policy and Systems 
http://www.health-policy-systems.com/content 
[Accessed 19 Oct 2019] 
Research 
  |   15 October 2019  
Embedding implementation research to enhance health policy and systems: a multi-
country analysis from ten settings in Latin America and the Caribbean  
Progress towards universal health coverage requires health policies and systems that are informed by 
contextualised and actionable research. Many challenges impede the uptake of evidence to enhance 
health policy implementation and the coverage, quality, efficiency and equity of health systems. To 
address this need, we developed an innovative model of implementation research embedded in real-
world policy and programme cycles and led directly by policy-makers and health systems decision-
makers. The approach was tested in ten settings in Latin America and the Caribbean, supported under 
a common funding and capacity strengthening initiative. The present study aims to analyse ten 
embedded implementation research projects in order to identify barriers and facilitators to embedding 
research into policy and practice as well as to assess the programme, policy and systems 
improvements and the cross-cutting lessons in conducting research embedded in real-world policy and 
systems decision-making. 
Authors: Etienne V. Langlois, Arielle Mancuso, Vanessa Elias and Ludovic Reveiz 
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Number 75,  May 2019  
https://odihpn.org/magazine/making-humanitarian-action-work-for-women-and-girls/ 
Special Feature: Making humanitarian action work for women and girls 
by HPN May 2019  
The theme of this edition of Humanitarian Exchange, co-edited with Women Deliver, is making 
humanitarian action work for women and girls. Despite gains, including commitments made at the 
World Humanitarian Summit, there is still much to be done to address the gendered impacts of 
humanitarian crises and improve gender-sensitive humanitarian action. 
 
In the lead article, Jacqueline Paul advocates for feminist humanitarian action based on evidence that 
improvements in women’s socio-economic status can reduce excess mortality among women after 
shocks. Jean Kemitare, Juliet Were and Jennate Eoomkham look at the role of local women’s rights 
organisations in preventing and responding to violence against women and girls, and Marcy Hersh and 
Diana Abou Abbas highlight opportunities for more concrete action on sexual and reproductive health 
in emergencies. 
 
Citing experience from Vanuatu, Jane Newnham explains how women will choose to use contraceptives 
even during a humanitarian response, when services and counselling are delivered in an appropriate 
and responsive way. Drawing on experience in Bangladesh, Tamara Fetters and colleagues challenge 
the belief that abortion is a non-essential service, or too complicated for humanitarian actors to 
provide. Darcy Ataman, Shannon Johnson, Justin Cikuru and Jaime Cundy reflect on an innovative 
programme using music therapy to help survivors of trauma. 
 
Emilie Rees Smith, Emma Symonds and Lauryn Oates highlight lessons from the STAGE education 
programme in Afghanistan, and Degan Ali and Deqa Saleh outline how African Development Solutions 
is helping women and girls take on leadership and decision-making roles in Somalia. Fiona Samuels and 
Taveeshi Gupta explore patterns of suicide among young people in Vietnam, with a particular focus on 
girls, and Subhashni Raj, Brigitte Laboukly and Shantony Moli illustrate the importance of a gendered 
approach to community-based disaster risk reduction in the South-West Pacific. Nicola Jones, Workneh 
Yadete and Kate Pincock draw on research in Ethiopia to explore the gender- and age-specific 
vulnerabilities of adolescents. The edition ends with an article by Julie Rialet-Cislaghi on how 
humanitarian responses can better address child marriage. 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 

 
JAMA  
October 15, 2019, Vol 322, No. 15, Pages 1427-1526  
http://jama.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx 
Viewpoint 
Can Physicians Work in US Immigration Detention Facilities While Upholding Their 
Hippocratic Oath?  
Paul Spiegel, MD, MPH; Nancy Kass, ScD; Leonard Rubenstein, JD, LLM  
JAMA. 2019;322(15):1445-1446. doi:10.1001/jama.2019.12567  
   This Viewpoint proposes conditions under which physicians might sign on to deliver humane and 
ethical medical treatment of immigrants in US detention facilities while managing dual loyalty conflicts 
with immigration enforcement agencies, including exemption from nondisclosure agreements, use of 
3rd-party hiring agencies, and establishment of independent health oversight committees. 
 
 
JAMA Pediatrics  
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
JBI Database of Systematic Review and Implementation Reports  
September 2019 - Volume 17 - Issue 9  
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Development Economics 
Volume 140  Pages 1-374 (September 2019) 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/journal-of-development-economics/vol/140/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Empirical Research on Human Research Ethics 
Volume 14 Issue 4, October 2019  
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/jre/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 

 

Journal of Epidemiology & Community Health 
October 2019 - Volume 73 - 10 
https://jech.bmj.com/content/73/10 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
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Journal of the Royal Society – Interface 
2 October 2019   Volume 16  Issue 159 
https://royalsocietypublishing.org/toc/rsif/current 
Research articles 
US social fragmentation at multiple scales 
Leila Hedayatifar, Rachel A. Rigg, Yaneer Bar-Yam and Alfredo J. Morales 
Published:09 October 2019Article ID:20190509 
Abstract 
Despite global connectivity, societies seem to be increasingly polarized and fragmented. This 
phenomenon is rooted in the underlying complex structure and dynamics of social systems. Far from 
homogeneously mixing or adopting conforming views, individuals self-organize into groups at multiple 
scales, ranging from families up to cities and cultures. In this paper, we study the fragmented structure 
of American society using mobility and communication networks obtained from geo-located social 
media data. We find self-organized patches with clear geographical borders that are consistent 
between physical and virtual spaces. The patches have multi-scale structure ranging from parts of a 
city up to the entire nation. Their significance is reflected in distinct patterns of collective interests and 
conversations. Finally, we explain the patch emergence by a model of network growth that combines 
mechanisms of geographical distance gravity, preferential attachment and spatial growth. Our 
observations are consistent with the emergence of social groups whose separated association and 
communication reinforce distinct identities. Rather than eliminating borders, the virtual space 
reproduces them as people mirror their offline lives online. Understanding the mechanisms driving the 
emergence of fragmentation in hyper-connected social systems is imperative in the age of the Internet 
and globalization. 
 
 
Journal of Travel Medicine  
Volume 26, Issue 7, 2019 
https://academic.oup.com/jtm/issue/26/7 
Perspectives 
Summer Hajj pilgrimage in the era of global warming: a call for vigilance and better 
understanding of the risks  
Saber Yezli, PhD, Anas Khan, MD, Abderrezak Bouchama, MD  
Journal of Travel Medicine, Volume 26, Issue 7, 2019, taz069, https://doi.org/10.1093/jtm/taz069 
   Hajj, one of the largest and most ethnically and geographically diverse annual mass gatherings in the 
world, presents many of the risk factors for heat-related illnesses. In the era of global warming, these 
illnesses are a major health threat at the event, especially while Hajj is in the hot cycle. 
 
Original Articles 
Ebola virus outbreak in North Kivu and Ituri provinces, Democratic Republic of Congo, and 
the potential for further transmission through commercial air travel  
Ashleigh R Tuite, PhD, Alexander G Watts, PhD, Kamran Khan, MD, Isaac I Bogoch, MD  
Journal of Travel Medicine, Volume 26, Issue 7, 2019, taz063, https://doi.org/10.1093/jtm/taz063 
 
Letters to the Editor 
Sickle cell disease, malaria and dengue fever: a case of triple jeopardy  
Per O Iversen, MD, Mclean Abisay, MD, Felister Seleki, MD, Mtebe Majigo, MD, Lucio Luzzatto, MD ...  
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Journal of Travel Medicine, Volume 26, Issue 7, 2019, taz070, https://doi.org/10.1093/jtm/taz070 
 
 
The Lancet 
Oct 19, 2019  Volume 394  Number 10207  p1387-1480, e32 
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/issue/current 
Editorial 
Child nutrition: the need for courageous action 
The Lancet 
 
Comment 
Protecting children's rights: why governments must be bold to tackle childhood obesity 
Oliver T Mytton, Claire Fenton-Glynn, Emma Pawson, Russell M Viner, Sally C Davies 
 
 
The Lancet Child & Adolescent Health 
Oct 2019  Volume 3  Number 10  p663-748 
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanchi/issue/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Lancet Digital Health  
Oct 2019  Volume 1Number 6e243-e318 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Lancet Global Health 
Oct 2019  Volume 7  Number 10  e1287-e1466 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Lancet Infectious Diseases 
Oct 2019  Volume 19  Number 10  p1035-1148, e337-e369 
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/issue/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Lancet Respiratory Medicine 
Oct 2019  Volume 7  Number 10  p827-920, e29-e32 
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanres/issue/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Maternal and Child Health Journal  
Volume 23, Issue 10, October 2019 
https://link.springer.com/journal/10995/23/10 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Medical Decision Making (MDM) 
Volume 39 Issue 5, July 2019  
http://mdm.sagepub.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The Milbank Quarterly 
A Multidisciplinary Journal of Population Health and Health Policy  
Volume 97, Issue 3  Pages: 621-880  September 2019 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14680009/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Nature 
Volume 574 Issue 7778, 17 October 2019 
http://www.nature.com/nature/current_issue.html 
Editorial | 16 October 2019  
Counting the hidden $12-trillion cost of a broken food system  
The world’s food system costs trillions in poor health and ecological damage. On World Food Day, 
governments and researchers must commit to more-regular audits of these unseen expenses. 
[See Week in Review above for full text] 
 
Comment | 15 October 2019  
Data — from objects to assets  
   How did data get so big? Through political, social and economic interests, shows Sabina Leonelli, in 
the fourth essay on how the past 150 years have shaped the science system, marking Nature’s 
anniversary. 
Sabina Leonelli 
 
Article | 16 October 2019 | Open Access  
Mapping 123 million neonatal, infant and child deaths between 2000 and 2017  
A high-resolution, global atlas of mortality of children under five years of age between 2000 and 2017 
highlights subnational geographical inequalities in the distribution, rates and absolute counts of child 
deaths by age. 
Roy Burstein, Nathaniel J. Henry[…] & Simon I. Hay 
Abstract 
Since 2000, many countries have achieved considerable success in improving child survival, but 
localized progress remains unclear. To inform efforts towards United Nations Sustainable Development 
Goal 3.2—to end preventable child deaths by 2030—we need consistently estimated data at the 
subnational level regarding child mortality rates and trends. Here we quantified, for the period 2000–
2017, the subnational variation in mortality rates and number of deaths of neonates, infants and 
children under 5 years of age within 99 low- and middle-income countries using a geostatistical survival 
model. We estimated that 32% of children under 5 in these countries lived in districts that had attained 
rates of 25 or fewer child deaths per 1,000 live births by 2017, and that 58% of child deaths between 
2000 and 2017 in these countries could have been averted in the absence of geographical inequality. 
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This study enables the identification of high-mortality clusters, patterns of progress and geographical 
inequalities to inform appropriate investments and implementations that will help to improve the health 
of all populations. 
 
 
Nature Biotechnology 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Nature Medicine 
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[New issue; No digest content identified] 
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Volume 48 Issue 5, October 2019  
http://nvs.sagepub.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
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Volume 11, Issue 9 (September 2019)  
https://www.mdpi.com/1999-4923/11/9 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
PharmacoEconomics  
Volume 37, Issue 10, October 2019 
https://link.springer.com/journal/40273/37/10 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
PLoS Genetics 
https://journals.plos.org/plosgenetics/ 
(Accessed 19 Oct 2019)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
PLoS Medicine 
http://www.plosmedicine.org/   
(Accessed 19 Oct 2019)  
Policy Forum  
Redesigning care for older people to preserve physical and mental capacity: WHO 
guidelines on community-level interventions in integrated care  
Jotheeswaran Amuthavalli Thiyagarajan, Islene Araujo de Carvalho, Juan Pablo Peña-Rosas, Shelly 
Chadha, Silvio Paolo Mariotti, Tarun Dua, Emiliano Albanese, Olivier Bruyère, Matteo Cesari, Alan 
Dangour, Amit Dias, Mariella Guerra, Jill Keeffe, Ngaire Kerse, Qurat ul Ain Khan, Chiung-ju Liu, 
Gudlavalleti V. S. Murthy, Serah Nyambura Ndegwa, Jean-Yves Reginster, Luis Miguel F. Gutiérrez 
Robledo, Kelly Tremblay, Jean Woo, Martin Prince, John R. Beard  
Policy Forum | published 18 Oct 2019 PLOS Medicine  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pmed.1002948  
Summary points 
   :: Numerous underlying physiological changes occur with increasing age, and for older people, the 
risks of developing chronic diseases and care dependency increase. 
   :: Health systems are often better designed to respond to episodic health needs than to the more 
complex and chronic health needs that tend to arise with increasing age, and reprioritization is required 
to meet the needs of ageing populations. 
   :: Significant losses in capacity and care dependency in later life can be delayed or avoided if health 
interventions are introduced earlier in the process of functional decline. 
   :: We discuss the recommendations of the WHO Integrated Care for Older People (ICOPE) 
Guidelines, which provide evidence-based recommendations for managing declines in intrinsic capacity, 
developed with the Grading of Recommendations Assessment, Development and Evaluation (GRADE) 
methodology. 
   :: Implementation of evidence-based interventions requires community-based assessment of an 
individual’s needs, development and implementation of a care plan, provision of monitoring and 
referrals as needed, and supporting caregivers. 
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PLoS One 
http://www.plosone.org/ 
[Accessed 19 Oct 2019] 
Research Article  
Childhood conditions, pathways to entertainment work and current practices of female 
entertainment workers in Cambodia: Baseline findings from the Mobile Link trial  
Carinne Brody, Pheak Chhoun, Sovannary Tuot, Dallas Swendeman, Siyan Yi  
Research Article | published 15 Oct 2019 PLOS ONE  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0216578  
Abstract 
Background 
Entertainment venues have been identified as an important location for HIV prevention due to the 
increasing number of young female entertainment and sex workers at these venues. The purpose of 
this study is to increase understanding of the childhood conditions, pathways to entertainment work 
and current practices of female entertainment workers (FEWs) in Cambodia. 
Methods 
Data used for this study were collected in April 2018 as part of the baseline survey of the Mobile Link, a 
randomized controlled trial to improve sexual and reproductive health of FEWs in Cambodia. We used a 
stratified random sampling method to recruit 600 FEWs for face-to-face interviews using a structured 
questionnaire. Descriptive analyses were performed. 
Results 
Most participants came from childhood homes without electricity (82.0%) or running water (87.0%). 
Most women moved to the city in the last ten years (80.5%) for economic reasons (43.7%). About a 
third worked in the garment industry prior to the entertainment industry (36.7%). Participation in 
transactional sex in the past three months was reported by 36.0%. Women reported low condom use 
practices with non-paying partners (23.4% used a condom at last sex), excessive and forced alcohol 
use at work (33.1% reported being forced to drink alcohol at work more than once a month), low 
modern contraception use (31.4% was using modern contraception), and experiences of gender-based 
violence (23.3% reported verbal threats, physical abuse or forced sex in the past six months). 
Conclusions 
This information will help to support the development of future individual and structural level 
interventions for the safety and support of FEWs. In addition, these results may contribute to an 
evidence base that can inform policy level changes intended to support the realization of full human 
rights for entertainment works in Cambodia including the rights to health, safety and respectful 
employment. 
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Andrew J. MacDonald and Erin A. Mordecai 
PNAS first published October 14, 2019. https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1905315116  
Significance 
Widespread human impacts on the environment are expected to harm human health, which may in 
turn alter our interactions with the environment. However, evidence for impacts of environmental 
changes on health, and for feedbacks between environmental change and health, remains locally 
specific and context dependent. Using a large, geospatial dataset encompassing the Brazilian Amazon 
rainforest across 13 y, we identify strong evidence for a feedback between deforestation and malaria: 
Deforestation significantly increases malaria transmission, while high malaria burden simultaneously 
reduces forest clearing. Our results put into broader context the contradictory effects of deforestation 
on malaria found in earlier studies and provide evidence useful to land use policy and public health 
interventions that provide win–win solutions for conservation and health. 
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[Reviewed earlier] 

https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1905315116
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/prehospital-and-disaster-medicine/latest-issue
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/preventive-medicine/vol/127/suppl/C
https://royalsocietypublishing.org/toc/rspb/2019/286/1909
https://royalsocietypublishing.org/toc/rspb/current
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/public-health/vol/174/suppl/C
http://phe.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/phrg/134/5


   

  

 
 
Qualitative Health Research  
Volume 29 Issue 13, November 2019  
http://qhr.sagepub.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Refugee Survey Quarterly 
Volume 38, Issue 3, September 2019 
http://rsq.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Research Ethics 
Volume 15 Issue 2, April 2019  
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/reab/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Reproductive Health 
http://www.reproductive-health-journal.com/content 
[Accessed 19 Oct 2019]  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Revista Panamericana de Salud Pública/Pan American Journal of Public Health 
(RPSP/PAJPH)  
http://www.paho.org/journal/index.php?option=com_content&view=featured&Itemid=101 
Latest articles 
15 Oct 2019 
Educating general practitioners in Latin America: a challenge for universal health 
Original research | Spanish |  
 
15 Oct 2019 
Violence against children in Latin America and the Caribbean: What do available data 
reveal about prevalence and perpetrators? 
Original research | English |  
 
 
Risk Analysis     
Volume 39, Issue 10   Pages: 2117-2349   October 2019 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/15396924/current 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Risk Management and Healthcare Policy 
https://www.dovepress.com/risk-management-and-healthcare-policy-archive56 

http://qhr.sagepub.com/content/current
http://rsq.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/reab/current
http://www.reproductive-health-journal.com/content
http://www.paho.org/journal/index.php?option=com_content&view=featured&Itemid=101
https://www.paho.org/journal/en/articles/educating-general-practitioners-latin-america-challenge-universal-health
https://www.paho.org/journal/en/articles/violence-against-children-latin-america-and-caribbean-what-do-available-data-reveal-about
https://www.paho.org/journal/en/articles/violence-against-children-latin-america-and-caribbean-what-do-available-data-reveal-about
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/15396924/current
https://www.dovepress.com/risk-management-and-healthcare-policy-archive56


   

  

[Accessed 19 Oct 2019]  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Science  
18 October 2019   Vol 366, Issue 6463 
http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl 
Policy Forum 
Technological challenges and milestones for writing genomes 
By Nili Ostrov, Jacob Beal, Tom Ellis, D. Benjamin Gordon, Bogumil J. Karas, Henry H. Lee, Scott C. 
Lenaghan, Jeffery A. Schloss, Giovanni Stracquadanio, Axel Trefzer, Joel S. Bader, George M. Church, 
Cintia M. Coelho, J. William Efcavitch, Marc Güell, Leslie A. Mitchell, Alec A. K. Nielsen, Bill Peck, 
Alexander C. Smith, C. Neal Stewart Jr., Hille Tekotte 
Science18 Oct 2019 : 310-312 Restricted Access 
Synthetic genomics requires improved technologies 
Summary 
Engineering biology with recombinant DNA, broadly called synthetic biology, has progressed 
tremendously in the last decade, owing to continued industrialization of DNA synthesis, discovery and 
development of molecular tools and organisms, and increasingly sophisticated modeling and analytic 
tools. However, we have yet to understand the full potential of engineering biology because of our 
inability to write and test whole genomes, which we call synthetic genomics. Substantial improvements 
are needed to reduce the cost and increase the speed and reliability of genetic tools. Here, we identify 
emerging technologies and improvements to existing methods that will be needed in four major areas 
to advance synthetic genomics within the next 10 years: genome design, DNA synthesis, genome 
editing, and chromosome construction (see table). Similar to other large-scale projects for responsible 
advancement of innovative technologies, such as the Human Genome Project, an international, cross-
disciplinary effort consisting of public and private entities will likely yield maximal return on investment 
and open new avenues of research and biotechnology. 
 
Research Articles 
The geography of biodiversity change in marine and terrestrial assemblages 
By Shane A. Blowes, Sarah R. Supp, Laura H. Antão, Amanda Bates, Helge Bruelheide, Jonathan M. 
Chase, Faye Moyes, Anne Magurran, Brian McGill, Isla H. Myers-Smith, Marten Winter, Anne D. 
Bjorkman, Diana E. Bowler, Jarrett E. K. Byrnes, Andrew Gonzalez, Jes Hines, Forest Isbell, Holly P. 
Jones, Laetitia M. Navarro, Patrick L. Thompson, Mark Vellend, Conor Waldock, Maria Dornelas 
Science18 Oct 2019 : 339-345 Restricted Access 
Biodiversity change in the marine realm outpaces that in terrestrial systems, and loss is most prevalent 
in the tropics. 
 
 
Science Translational Medicine  
09 October 2019  Vol 11, Issue 513 
https://stm.sciencemag.org/ 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Social Science & Medicine 
Volume 238  October 2019 

http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/366/6463/310
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/366/6463/310
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/366/6463/339
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/366/6463/339
https://stm.sciencemag.org/


   

  

https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/social-science-and-medicine/vol/238/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Stability: International Journal of Security & Development  
http://www.stabilityjournal.org/articles 
[Accessed 19 Oct 2019]  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Stanford Social Innovation Review 
Fall 2019   Volume 17, Number 4  
https://ssir.org/issue/fall_2019# 
   Nonprofit organizations seeking to raise money often assume certain things, such as that women 
have less capacity to give than men. In fact, women now make up half the US workforce and are the 
primary breadwinners in two-thirds of US families. Learn more about this and other misconceptions in 
the cover story in the Fall 2019 issue of Stanford Social Innovation Review, “Eight Myths of US 
Philanthropy.” 
 
 
Sustainability 
Volume 11, Issue 18 (September-2 2019)  
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/11/18 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Systematic Reviews  
https://systematicreviewsjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles 
[Accessed 19 Oct 2019]  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Torture Journal 
2019  Volume 29 - No.1 
https://irct.org/publications/torture-journal/143 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Trauma, Violence, & Abuse 
Volume 20 Issue 5, December 2019  
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/tvaa/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Travel Medicine and Infectious Diseases 
Volume 30  Pages 1-148 (July–August 2019) 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/travel-medicine-and-infectious-disease/vol/30/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/social-science-and-medicine/vol/238/suppl/C
http://www.stabilityjournal.org/articles
https://ssir.org/issue/fall_2019
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/11/18
https://systematicreviewsjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles
https://irct.org/publications/torture-journal/143
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/tvaa/current
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/travel-medicine-and-infectious-disease/vol/30/suppl/C


   

  

 
 
Tropical Medicine & International Health 
Volume 24, Issue 10   Pages: i-iv, 1139-1262   October 2019 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13653156/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
UN Chronicle 
Vol. LV Nos. 3 & 4 2018  December 2018  
https://unchronicle.un.org/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Vulnerable Children and Youth Studies  
An International Interdisciplinary Journal for Research, Policy and Care  
Volume 14, Issue 4, 2019 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rvch20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
World Heritage Review  
World Heritage n°92 - July 2019  
http://whc.unesco.org/en/review/92/ 
Special Issue - World Heritage in Azerbaijan  
[Reviewed earlier] 
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