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:: Week in Review  
A highly selective capture of strategic developments, research, commentary, analysis and 
announcements spanning Human Rights Action, Humanitarian Response, Health, Education, Holistic 
Development, Heritage Stewardship, Sustainable Resilience. Achieving a balance across these broad 
themes is a challenge and we appreciate your observations and ideas in this regard. This is not 
intended to be a "news and events" digest. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Climate Action 
 
10 Sep 2019 Press release  
Global leaders call for urgent action on climate adaptation; commission finds adaptation 
can deliver $7.1 trillion in benefits 
Global Commission on Adaptation report finds that investing $1.8 trillion globally from 2020 to 2030 in 
five areas of climate adaptation could yield $7.1 trillion in net benefits. 
    
The Commission’s report highlights many economic, social and environmental benefits of adaptation 
   
 Climate impacts – such as super-charged hurricanes, floods, and wildfires – are becoming an 
increasingly urgent reality 
 
Washington/Rotterdam, 10 September 2019 – At a time when the impacts of the climate crisis – such 
as super-charged hurricanes, floods, and wildfires – are becoming increasingly clear, leaders from the 
Global Commission on Adaptation are calling on governments and businesses to take urgent action to 
innovate and advance climate adaptation solutions in light of new research findings. 
 
The report, Adapt Now: A Gobal Call for Leadership on Climate Resilience, puts forward a 
bold vision for how to transform key economics systems, making them more resilient and 
productive. The Commission finds that climate adaptation can produce significant economic returns: 
the overall rate of return on investments in improved resilience is high, with benefit-cost ratios ranging 
from 2:1 to 10:1, and in some cases even higher. 
 
The analysis specifically finds that investing $1.8 trillion globally in five areas from 2020 to 
2030 could generate $7.1 trillion in total net benefits. The five areas of climate adaptation the 
report considers are: early warning systems, climate-resilient infrastructure, improved dryland 
agriculture, mangrove protection, and investments in making water resources more resilient. These 
represent just a portion of the total investments needed and total benefits available. 
 
…Launched with events in over 10 capitals and cities around the world, including Majuro, Beijing, New 
Delhi, Geneva, Mexico City, Ottawa, Wainibuka, Washington D.C., among others, the Commission’s 
report highlights the many economic, social and environmental benefits of climate adaptation. For 
example:  
   :: Restoring mangrove forests in places like Thailand, India and the Philippines protects coastal 
communities from deadly storm surges while providing critical habitats to local fisheries and boosting 
prosperity. 

https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/press-release/global-leaders-call-urgent-action-climate-adaptation-commission
https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/press-release/global-leaders-call-urgent-action-climate-adaptation-commission
https://gca.org/global-commission-on-adaptation/adapt-our-world


   

  

   :: The Netherlands “Room for the River” strategy moved dikes inland, widened rivers and created 
water-absorbing plazas. These projects manage and slow floodwaters, while providing innovative public 
use spaces and revitalizing neighbourhoods. 
   :: Zimbabwe, farmers using drought-tolerant maize were able to harvest up to 600 kilograms more 
maize per hectare than with conventional maize. The additional harvest was enough to feed a family of 
six for nine months and provided US $240 in extra income, helping them send their children to school 
and meet other household needs. 
   :: Reducing flood risks in urban areas lowers financial costs, increases security, and makes 
investments more viable that would otherwise be too vulnerable to climate risks. London’s Canary 
Wharf and other developments in East London would have been impossible without flood protection 
from the Thames Barrier. 
  
In order to ensure that climate impacts, risks and solutions are factoring into decision making at all 
levels, the report calls for revolutions in three areas: understanding, planning and finance. It also 
explores how these major system changes can be applied across seven interlocking systems: food, the 
natural environment, water, cities, infrastructure, disaster risk management, and finance… 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Featured Journal Content 
 
Nature 
Volume 573 Issue 7773, 12 September 2019 
http://www.nature.com/nature/current_issue.html 
Editorial | 10 September 2019  
Take action to stop the Amazon burning  
The planet’s largest rainforest is on fire. Brazil and the world must halt the destruction before it’s too 
late. 
L ss than a decade ago, Brazil was an environmental leader. Its government had elevated forest 
conservation and sustainable development to national policy and then, with the help of satellite 
imagery, it had cracked down on illegal deforestation across the world’s largest tropical rainforest. 
Deforestation in the Amazon plummeted even as agricultural production — the biggest driver of forest 
loss — increased. Now, that progress is going up in smoke. 
 
Data from Brazil’s National Institute for Space Research (INPE) showing a sharp uptick in the number 
of fires in the Amazon this year triggered headlines around the globe. Landowners use fire to clear 
forest illegally to make way for crops and cattle grazing, but Brazil’s populist president, Jair Bolsonaro, 
has effectively fanned the flames with his anti-environmentalist agenda since taking office in January. 
Scientists who live and work in the region were not surprised at what is happening, but INPE’s report 
sparked concerns in world capitals just as leaders of the G7 group of countries with the world’s biggest 
economies gathered for their annual summit in Biarritz, France. 
 
Neither extinguishing the flames nor solving the underlying problem of deforestation will be easy. It 
doesn’t help that Bolsonaro is among those world leaders questioning whether an environmental 
agenda can deliver long-promised economic benefits. His development-at-any-cost policies hark back to 
an earlier era in which deforestation was treated as a measure of progress. 
 

http://www.nature.com/nature/current_issue.html
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-02615-3


   

  

He has railed against regulation, cut the budget of Brazil’s environmental enforcement agency and 
advocated mining on lands belonging to Indigenous people. When news of the fires spread, Bolsonaro 
accused environmental groups of setting blazes to make him look bad. When G7 leaders pledged 
emergency funding to help put the fires out, he called it colonialism. 
 
More efforts needed 
The attention of world leaders on the Amazon is welcome, but their response is insufficient to deal with 
the scale of the crisis. The G7’s offer of US$22 million, initially rebuffed by Bolsonaro, seemed rushed. 
This sum would hardly fight the fires, let alone address the underlying problems. In the words of the 
former UN climate-secretariat chief Christiana Figueres, it was “a drop in the bucket”. On 6 September, 
at a forest-conservation summit convened by Brazil, seven Amazon countries pledged to work together 
— but provided few details on what they would actually do. 
 
Paradoxically, there is already a large pot of money dedicated to tropical-forest conservation in Brazil. 
This is the Amazon Fund, established by Brazil in 2008 to attract international donations for 
conservation efforts. Since the fund’s inception, Norway has invested the lion’s share of the almost 
$1.3-billion total, while Germany has contributed another $68 million and Brazil’s national oil company, 
Petrobras of Rio de Janeiro, nearly $8 million. The funds have been used to pay for everything from 
research and land-use planning to law enforcement. But these investments were contingent on the 
government curbing deforestation, and both Germany and Norway have now suspended payments. 
 
This decision is unlikely to change unless there is a shift in the Bolsonaro government’s priorities, but 
European Union countries could have some extra leverage. The EU has negotiated a trade agreement 
with several South American states, including Brazil. France and Ireland have threatened to refuse to 
ratify the deal — limiting Brazil’s exports of beef and soya to the EU — unless Bolsonaro changes his 
approach to the Amazon. Brazil’s agri-businesses are concerned about these developments. That gives 
them an opportunity to persuade Bolsonaro to re-engage with Europe over the Amazon if not doing so 
means that the interests of the country’s agricultural producers are on the line. 
 
Fifteen years ago, many people assumed that the Brazilian government had little control or influence 
over illegal deforestation in the Amazon. We now know that is not true. Between 2004 and 2012, Brazil 
was able to curb deforestation by more than 80% while almost eliminating industrial-scale land-
clearing. 
 
The Amazon rainforest is a reservoir of biodiversity and carbon, which is locked up in trees and soils. 
Clearing and burning the forest to make way for agriculture destroys the former and sends the latter 
into the atmosphere, contributing to global warming. Brazil rightly claims sovereignty over its territory, 
but the forest is a global good, just as the soya beans and beef produced by farmers and ranchers 
there are global commodities. The responsibility for what happens on Brazil’s turf extends well beyond 
its borders. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
IHL:  Cyber Warfare 
 
Cyber warfare: IHL provides an additional layer of protection [ICRC] 

https://www.icrc.org/en/document/cyber-warfare-ihl-provides-additional-layer-protection


   

  

Statement delivered by Véronique Christory, Senior Arms Control Adviser for the International 
Committee of the Red Cross to the "Open-ended working group on developments in the field of 
information and telecommunications in the context of international security" –  
 
New York, 10 September 2019 
The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) is grateful for the opportunity to address the first 
substantive session of the "Open-ended working group on developments in the field of information and 
telecommunications in the context of international security". 
 
As we all know, technological developments offer tremendous opportunities for humanity. But they also 
entail risks. 
 
In today's armed conflicts, cyber operations are being used as a means or method of warfare. A few 
States have publicly acknowledged their use, and an increasing number of States are developing 
military cyber capabilities, whether for offensive or defensive purposes. 
 
The ICRC monitors technological developments that could be used as means and methods of warfare 
and assesses the risks and challenges they generate from technical, humanitarian, military and legal 
perspectives. Last year, the ICRC invited experts from around the world to meet to develop a realistic 
assessment of the potential human cost of cyber operations. The report of this expert meeting is 
available online. 
 
The cyber attacks we are seeing today generate significant economic costs, but most are not part of an 
armed conflict and have fortunately not caused major harm to people. However, sophisticated attacks 
have succeeded in disrupting the provision of essential services to the civilian population. The health-
care sector appears to be particularly vulnerable to cyber attacks. Other critical civilian infrastructure, 
including electricity, water and sanitation systems, have also been affected. These attacks are 
reportedly becoming more frequent, and their severity is increasing more rapidly than anticipated. 
 
In the ICRC's view, there is no question that cyber operations during armed conflicts are 
regulated by international humanitarian law – IHL – just like any other weapon or means 
or methods of warfare used by a belligerent in a conflict, whether new or old. 
 
By asserting that IHL applies, we are not encouraging the militarization of cyberspace and not 
legitimizing cyber warfare. Any use of force by States – cyber or kinetic – remains governed by the UN 
Charter, in particular the prohibition against the use of force. International disputes must be settled by 
peaceful means, in cyber space as in all other domains. 
 
What IHL provides is an additional layer of protection against the effects of hostilities. For example, 
under IHL belligerents must respect and protect medical facilities and personnel at all times. 
Accordingly, cyber attacks against the health-care sector during armed conflict would in most cases 
violate IHL. Likewise, civilians and civilian objects, and objects indispensable to the survival of the 
civilian population enjoy specific protection under the IHL principles of distinction, proportionality and 
precaution. Critical civilian infrastructure is therefore afforded strong protection against the effects of 
cyber attacks during armed conflicts. 
 
Cyber operations can be used in compliance with IHL, because their technical 



   

  

characteristics allow them to be tailored very precisely to create effects on specific targets 
only. 
 
However, cyber operations raise a number of issues regarding the interpretation of IHL. For example, 
only cyber operations that amount to attacks as defined in IHL are subject to the prohibition against 
direct attacks at civilian objects and indiscriminate and disproportionate attacks. However, the notion of 
cyber attack has not been fully settled under IHL. In our view, the full scope of legal protection will be 
afforded under key IHL rules only if States recognize that cyber operations that impair the functionality 
of objects are subject to the rules governing attacks under IHL. 
 
The unique characteristics of cyberspace raise questions about the interpretation of IHL rules that 
States must urgently address. Affirming that IHL applies in cyber space and discussing its interpretation 
does not imply that new rules might not be useful or even needed. But if new rules are developed, they 
should build upon and strengthen existing law. 
 
The ICRC therefore welcomes the renewed efforts of the international community, including through 
this open-ended working group, to study how international law applies to the use of information and 
communications technologies by States with a view to promoting common understandings. The ICRC 
stands ready to lend its expertise to such discussions. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Migrant Children: Care/Protection – Mexico 
 
IOM Strengthens Government Capacities for Comprehensive Care of Migrant Children in 
México, Whose Numbers Have More Than Doubled  
2019-09-10 15:15 
México City – México’s National Migration Institute (INM) reports a 131 per cent increase in 
the first half of 2019 in the number of migrant children and adolescents in the country, 
compared with the same period last year. 
 
During the first six months of 2019, Mexican migration authorities recorded 33,000 minors among all 
new arrivals, with 26 per cent of that population (8,500 boys and girls) arriving unaccompanied by an 
adult. These numbers do not include 21,900 adolescents returned to their country of origin with the 
assistance of the Mexican government during this same period. 
 
In response, IOM has embarked on a series of regional meetings with professionals 
working in the child and adolescent protection systems of México’s border states. These 
workshops allow local governments to increase their capacity for a comprehensive and timely response 
to the concerns of migrant children… 
 
During each of these encounters, analysis was shared on the conditions, characteristics and dynamics 
of the migratory flows crossing México. The meetings also fostered discussions on implementing the 
Comprehensive Care Route for the Rights of Migrant Children and Adolescents. That 
instrument – designed by México’s federal government, with support from IOM, UNICEF 
and UNHCR – defines specific institutional responsibilities, as well as weaknesses detected 
in existing government instruments. 

https://www.iom.int/news/iom-strengthens-government-capacities-comprehensive-care-migrant-children-mexico-whose-numbers
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-strengthens-government-capacities-comprehensive-care-migrant-children-mexico-whose-numbers


   

  

 
“The migration of children and adolescents is a priority issue in migration governance worldwide and in 
the Americas,” said Alexandra Bonnie, coordinator of the IOM Mesoamerica – Caribbean programme. 
“This is due to the relevance of the phenomenon, the complexity of its causes and consequences, the 
differentiated needs for assistance and protection, and the need for a comprehensive approach to 
effectively protect the human rights of the people who make up this population.” 
 
These activities are part of the Regional Migration Program: Mesoamerica – Caribbean, which is funded 
by the United States Department of State. At the regional level, within the framework of the Regional 
Conference on Migration, the said programme has allowed the design and implementation of the 
Regional Guidelines for the Comprehensive Protection of Children and Adolescents in the Context of 
Migration… 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Universal Literacy 
 
US $14 billion needed to achieve universal literacy in countries with lowest literacy rates 
and E-9 countries  
10 September 2019  
Paris, France: A new UNESCO cost analysis shows that US $14 billion(1) will be needed if the 
20 countries with the lowest literacy rates(2) and the E-9 countries(3) are to achieve functional literacy 
and numeracy skills by 2030. The analysis highlights a funding gap of US $10 billion in the 20 countries 
with adult literacy rates below 50 per cent and US $4 billion among the E-9 countries, where the 
majority of the youth and adults with low literacy levels live. 
 
David Atchoarena, Director of the UNESCO Institute for Lifelong Learning, says: ‘Of the 
approximately 750 million  illiterate adults worldwide, 565 million live in 29 countries. Even 
if an increase in domestic resources with 5 per cent of the GDP being allocated to education and 3 per 
cent of the education budget invested in literacy is taken into account, these countries will only achieve 
universal literacy by 2030 with the support of the international community. This analysis shows how far 
we still have to go in meeting this target, in line with commitments made by world leaders as part of 
the Sustainable Development Goals. I call on donors worldwide to contribute to closing the current 
funding gap of US $14 billion.’ 
 
The UNESCO Institute for Lifelong Learning (UIL) will present this new cost analysis to the members of 
the UNESCO Global Alliance for Literacy at a meeting at UNESCO in Paris, France, on 10 September 
2019. The study is authored by UIL, the UNESCO Division for Policies and Lifelong Learning Systems, 
the UNESCO Institute for Statistics, in collaboration with the Global Education Monitoring Report team. 
 
The study shows that the majority of youth and adults with poor literacy live in the Asia-
Pacific region, with approximately 80 per cent of all illiterate youth and adults living in the 
E-9 countries. However, most non-E-9 countries such as Afghanistan, Haiti, South Sudan and others 
require significant external funding support since they will not be able to cover the costs from national 
budgets. 
 

https://en.unesco.org/news/us-14-billion-needed-achieve-universal-literacy-countries-lowest-literacy-rates-and-e-9
https://en.unesco.org/news/us-14-billion-needed-achieve-universal-literacy-countries-lowest-literacy-rates-and-e-9


   

  

The authors of the study also underline that while basic data on literacy related costs exists there is a 
strong need for further data collection and research in order to enable well-informed decision-making 
in regards to the expansion of literacy programmes.  
 
In addition to increased funding from both national governments and international partners, there is a 
need to enhance the coordination, planning, management and monitoring capacities of literacy 
management systems. The creation of a well-functioning literacy management system that coordinates 
all stakeholders will be a major challenge in many countries, the study found. 
 
Download: 2019 UNESCO literacy cost analysis (English), (French) 
 
Technical notes 
[1] The calculated costs above comprise the annual salary for instructors and are based on the 
estimation of 500 contact hours per learner, as estimated by the expert panel of the study. 
[2] The 20 countries with literacy rates below 50 per cent are Afghanistan, Benin, Burkina Faso, Central 
African Republic, Chad, Comoros, Côte d’Ivoire, Ethiopia, the Gambia, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Haiti, 
Iraq, Liberia, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Senegal, Sierra Leone, and South Sudan. 
[3] The E-9 countries are Bangladesh, Brazil, China, Egypt, India, Indonesia, Mexico, Nigeria, and 
Pakistan. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Education: Refugee and Migrant Children 
 
UNHCR, UNICEF and IOM urge European states to boost education for refugee and migrant 
children  
11 September 2019  
Key challenges include lack of school spaces, teachers not adequately trained, language barriers and 
limited access to psychosocial support 
 
BRUSSELS/GENEVA – Three UN agencies are calling on European States to increase resources and 
practical support for their school systems to ensure all refugee, asylum-seeking and migrant children 
can access and stay in quality education. 
 
In a briefing paper published today, UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency, UNICEF, the United Nations 
Children’s Fund, and IOM, the International Organization for Migration, detail the obstacles children 
and adolescents born outside Europe face when trying to access education in Europe. 
 
Currently the number of children and adolescents born outside Europe (including recently arrived 
refugee and migrant children) who leave school early is nearly twice as high compared to native-born 
children. Migrant children also have lower learning outcomes when they are not given adequate 
support. For example, around 3 in 4 native-born students attain proficiency in science, reading and 
math but only 3 in 5 students with a migrant background do. 
 
Among the key challenges highlighted in the report are: 
:: Insufficient financial resources 
:: Not enough school spaces or teachers trained to work with refugee and migrant children 

http://uil.unesco.org/sites/default/files/doc/literacy/galcostanalysis2019.pdf
http://uil.unesco.org/sites/default/files/doc/literacy/global-alliance/realisation_de_lodd_4.6_dans_les_pays_de_lalliance_resultats_de_lexercice_destimation2019.pdf
https://inee.org/news/unhcr-unicef-and-iom-urge-european-states-boost-education-refugee-and-migrant-children
https://inee.org/news/unhcr-unicef-and-iom-urge-european-states-boost-education-refugee-and-migrant-children


   

  

:: Language barriers 
 
A lack of psychosocial support and limited catch-up classes. The latter are vital for children who have 
missed extended periods of schooling or have come from different education systems. 
Children of pre-primary age (3 to 5 years old) and upper secondary age (15 years and older) are 
particularly vulnerable to being out of school, as they are often beyond the scope of national legislation 
on compulsory education. 
 
To help States tackle these challenges and address key data gaps, the paper gives examples of good 
and promising practices in education across Europe and makes a series of recommendations… 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
ISO – Global Standards for Cookstoves 
 
By Clare Naden on 11 September 2019  
Saving lives with cleaner cookstoves: new International Standard just published  
Almost three billion people rely on traditional cookstoves and open fires for cooking and 
heating, placing them at serious risk of health disorders and premature death. The latest in 
ISO’s series of standards for cleaner ways of cooking has just been published. 
 
Over 4 million people die each year from exposure to cookstove smoke, making household 
air pollution the fourth biggest health risk in the world [1]. It is also highly toxic for the 
environment. ISO has developed a number of international standards to support new technologies and 
solutions for cleaner methods of cooking. The latest in the range, ISO 19869, Clean cookstoves 
and clean cooking solutions — Field testing methods for cookstoves, evaluates existing 
methods for the testing of cookstoves and provides guidance on developing new ones. 
 
The guidance covers field testing methods that evaluate all aspects of cookstove 
performance including cooking power, efficiency, safety, indoor air quality, device usability 
and more. 
 
Dr Ranyee Chiang, chair of the ISO technical committee that developed the standard said testing of 
cookstoves in real situations is essential to assess the impact on both users and the environment, thus 
allowing for improvements to be made. 
 
“There are various testing protocols already in existence to assess things like fuel consumption, 
emissions, air pollution and durability amongst other things. However, these are mostly done for 
specific projects by individual groups,” she said. 
 
Where common protocols exist such as the Controlled Cooking Test (CCT) and the Kitchen Performance 
Test (KPT), she explained, they have few indicators other than fuel consumption. 
 
“Until now there is no formal international guidance on field testing protocols that address a broad 
range of factors. ISO 19869 is therefore designed to fill that gap.” 
 

https://www.iso.org/news/ref2426.html
https://www.iso.org/news/ref2426.html#note1
https://www.iso.org/obp/ui/#iso:std:iso:19869:ed-1:v1:en


   

  

ISO 19869 joins other ISO documents by the same committee, namely ISO 19867-1, Clean cookstoves 
and clean cooking solutions — Harmonized laboratory test protocols, Part 1: Standard test sequence 
for emissions and performance, safety and durability, and ISO/TR 19867-3, Clean cookstoves and clean 
cooking solutions — Harmonized laboratory test protocols, Part 3: Voluntary performance targets for 
cookstoves based on laboratory testing, as well as ISO/TR 21276, Clean cookstoves and clean cooking 
solutions — Vocabulary. 
 
The standards support the UN Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) number 3: Good health and 
wellbeing as well as UN Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) number 7: Affordable and clean energy 
and contribute to the Clean Cooking Alliance’s mission to ensure universal adoption of clean cooking 
solutions. 
 
They were developed by ISO technical committee ISO/TC 285, Clean cookstoves and clean cooking 
solutions, the secretariat for which is held by KEBS, ISO’s member for Kenya. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Development: Digital ID 
 
Building on Digital ID for Inclusive Services: Lessons from India 
September 13, 2019 
Center for Global Development     
Alan Gelb and Anit Mukherjee  
Digital ID as a development tool 
India has emerged as a leader in building on its biometric digital ID (Aadhaar) to reform service and 
program delivery. It moved quickly to consolidate the rollout of Aadhaar, and then to embed the 
unique Aadhaar number into program databases. A range of applications, including digital signature 
and payments, was then constructed on top of the Aadhaar foundation (the India Stack). Together 
with partners, the Center for Global Development is analyzing the effects of Aadhaar-based reforms. 
India offers lessons for many other countries as their focus evolves from rolling out an ID system 
towards using it to improve the efficiency and inclusivity of service delivery. Some programs using 
Aadhaar are federally administered but others are implemented at state level. It is already clear that 
some states and sectors are reforming better than others, generally because of better design of the 
digital reforms or stronger capacity to implement them. The three programs we discuss below highlight 
achievements as well as challenges that need to be overcome for greater efficiency and inclusion. 
 
An integrated trinity: the JAM 
India recognized early the need to integrate Aadhaar into two other pillars for reform: mobile 
communications and financial access. The resulting trinity is known as JAM: Jan Dhan (financial 
inclusion), Aadhaar (biometric ID), and mobile connections. With 1.2 billion unique numbers, Aadhaar 
now covers about 95 percent of India’s population, including almost all adults. In 2014, the 
government announced the Jan Dhan program to achieve the goal of universal financial inclusion; by 
2017, 82 percent of India’s adult population had access to a bank account, up from 56 percent when 
the program started. Mobile phone subscriptions increased from 17 per 100 inhabitants in 2007 to 85 
in 2016, approaching universal access with a growing share of smartphones and internet-enabled 
devices. 
 

https://www.iso.org/sdg03.html
https://www.iso.org/sdg03.html
https://www.iso.org/sdg07.html
https://www.iso.org/committee/4857971.html
https://www.iso.org/member/1854.html
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/building-digital-id-inclusive-services-lessons-india
http://www.cgdev.org/expert/alan-gelb
http://www.cgdev.org/expert/anit-mukherjee


   

  

The JAM trinity brings together three digital transformations and exploits synergies among them. 
Aadhaar enables customers and banks to easily fulfill know-your-customer (KYC) norms necessary to 
obtain a bank account or a mobile SIM card, while costs have been further reduced by allowing the 
possibility of digital or e-KYC. Aadhaar is therefore linked organically to new bank accounts and mobile 
connections, making them accessible to large sections of the population. In turn, much of the increase 
in financial access has been spurred by the Aadhaar-based reforms to social programs that routed 
benefits through bank accounts…. 
 
…Some cautions from Rajasthan 
Our Rajasthan study revealed several problems that countries may face as they transition 
towards digitalized services. 
   :: Digitization. Existing databases may not be consistent, and errors in seeding the unique ID 
number in beneficiary lists can compound the problem, creating aggravations for beneficiaries or even 
denial of benefits. These difficulties were compounded in Rajasthan by the restructuring of program 
databases into the Bhamashah registry and by efforts to shrink beneficiary rolls at the same time as 
they were being digitized. 
 
   :: Authentication. As noted above, the reliability of biometric authentication is also a challenge. 
Fingerprints alone are not enough—they may not always work or work smoothly. Backup methods are 
needed and, indeed, the Aadhaar approach provides for other options. But sometimes these are not 
used by frontline service providers, who may ignore protocols and send beneficiaries away to come 
back another time, or possibly even deny them their benefits. The risk is arguably greatest for the most 
vulnerable beneficiaries, who have the least capacity to assert their rights before the frontline 
providers. 
 
   :: Digital literacy. Eighty percent of women heads of households cannot read or write text 
messages or even make a call using mobile phones. While the use of ID to create a social registry can 
promote inclusion and greater financial access, not everyone will have the necessary tools to 
participate fully in a digital environment. As these systems mature, bridging the digital capacity gap will 
be an important issue for the development and technology communities to address… 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Health – Malaria 
 
Malaria vaccine launched in Kenya: Kenya joins Ghana and Malawi to roll out landmark 
vaccine in pilot introduction  
Homa Bay, Kenya, 13 September 2019 – The World Health Organization (WHO) congratulates the 
Government of Kenya for launching the world’s first malaria vaccine today in Homa Bay County, 
western Kenya. 
 
The malaria vaccine pilot programme is now fully underway in Africa, as Kenya joins Ghana and Malawi 
to introduce the landmark vaccine as a tool against a disease that continues to affect millions of 
children in Africa. 
 

https://www.afro.who.int/news/malaria-vaccine-launched-kenya-kenya-joins-ghana-and-malawi-roll-out-landmark-vaccine-pilot
https://www.afro.who.int/news/malaria-vaccine-launched-kenya-kenya-joins-ghana-and-malawi-roll-out-landmark-vaccine-pilot


   

  

The vaccine, known as RTS,S, will be available to children from 6 months of age in selected areas of 
the country in a phased pilot introduction. It is the first and only vaccine to significantly reduce malaria 
in children, including life-threatening malaria. 
 
Malaria claims the life of one child every two minutes. The disease is a leading killer of children 
younger than 5 years in Kenya. 
 
“Africa has witnessed a recent surge in the number of malaria cases and deaths. This threatens the 
gains in the fight against malaria made in the past two decades,” said Dr Matshidiso Moeti, WHO 
Regional Director for Africa. “The ongoing pilots will provide the key information and data to inform a 
WHO policy on the broader use of the vaccine in sub-Saharan Africa. If introduced widely, the vaccine 
has the potential to save tens of thousands of lives.” 
First vaccination: a day to celebrate 
 
Distinguished health officials, community leaders and health advocates gathered in Homa Bay County – 
one of eight counties in Kenya where the vaccine will be introduced in selected areas – to mark this 
historic moment with declarations of support for the promising new malaria prevention tool and to 
demonstrate a ceremonial first vaccination of a 6-month-old child. 
 
Speaking at the event, WHO Representative to Kenya Dr Rudi Eggers said: “Vaccines are powerful tools 
that effectively reach and better protect the health of children who may not have immediate access to 
the doctors, nurses and health facilities they need to save them when severe illness comes. This is a 
day to celebrate as we begin to learn more about what this vaccine can do to change the trajectory of 
malaria though childhood vaccination.” 
 
Thirty years in the making, the vaccine is a complementary malaria control tool – to be added to the 
core package of WHO-recommended measures for malaria prevention, including the routine use of 
insecticide-treated bed nets, indoor spraying with insecticides and timely access to malaria testing and 
treatment… 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Emergencies 
 
Ebola – DRC+ 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
 
Ebola virus disease – Democratic Republic of the Congo  
Disease Outbreak News (DONs)  6 September 2019 
   The intensity of Ebola virus disease (EVD) transmission in the North Kivu, South Kivu, and Ituri 
provinces remains substantial, with 57 new cases reported since the last EVD in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo Disease Outbreak News Update on 29 August. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
POLIO   

https://www.who.int/csr/don/06-september-2019-ebola-drc/en/
https://www.who.int/csr/don/29-august-2019-ebola-drc/en/
https://www.who.int/csr/don/29-august-2019-ebola-drc/en/


   

  

Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
 
Polio this week as of 11 September 2019   
:: The Global Polio Eradication Initiative (GPEI) partners and the United Arab Emirates co-hosted an 
informal reception as a pre-event ahead of the Polio Pledging Moment in the United Arab Emirates’-
hosted Reaching the Last Mile Forum in Abu Dhabi, in November 2019. The GPEI also presented the 
2019-2023 GPEI Investment Case. 

  
Summary of new viruses this week:  
::  Afghanistan  — one wild poliovirus type 1 (WPV1) case;  
:: Pakistan— four wild poliovirus type 1 (WPV1) cases and 28 WPV1-positive environmental samples;  
:: Central African Republic (CAR)— two circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type 2 (cVDPV2) 
cases and one cVDPV2-positive environmental sample;  
:: Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC)— one cVDPV2 case. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Editor’s Note: 
WHO has posted a refreshed emergencies page which presents an updated listing of Grade 3,2,1 
emergencies as below. 
 
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
Democratic Republic of the Congo  
:: Disease Outbreak News (DONs)  Ebola virus disease – Democratic Republic of the Congo  
6 September 2019 
 
Nigeria - No new digest announcements identified 
Mozambique floods  - No new digest announcements identified 
Somalia - No new digest announcements identified 
South Sudan  - No new digest announcements identified 
Syrian Arab Republic  - No new digest announcements identified  
Yemen - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
Afghanistan - No new digest announcements identified 
Angola  - No new digest announcements identified 
Burkina Faso [in French]  - No new digest announcements identified 
Burundi  - No new digest announcements identified 
Cameroon  - No new digest announcements identified 
Central African Republic - No new digest announcements identified 
Ethiopia - No new digest announcements identified 
HIV in Pakistan - No new digest announcements identified 
Iran floods 2019 - No new digest announcements identified 
Iraq - No new digest announcements identified 
Libya - No new digest announcements identified 

http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cod/en/
https://www.who.int/csr/don/06-september-2019-ebola-drc/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/nigeria/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/mozambique
http://www.who.int/emergencies/somalia/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ssd/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/syr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/yem/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/afg/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/angola
https://www.afro.who.int/fr/countries/burkina-faso
https://www.afro.who.int/countries/burundi
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cmr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/caf/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/eth/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/pak/pakistan-news/pakistan-hiv-outbreak-in-sindh-province.html
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/irn/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/countries/irq/index.html
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/lby/en/


   

  

Malawi floods - No new digest announcements identified 
Measles in Europe - No new digest announcements identified 
MERS-CoV  - No new digest announcements identified 
Myanmar  - No new digest announcements identified 
Niger –  No new digest announcements identified 
occupied Palestinian territory  - No new digest announcements identified  
Sudan - No new digest announcements identified 
Ukraine - No new digest announcements identified 
Zimbabwe - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 1 Emergencies  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
Chad  - No new digest announcements identified 
Djibouti - No new digest announcements identified 
Kenya   - No new digest announcements identified 
Mali  - No new digest announcements identified 
Namibia - viral hepatitis  - No new digest announcements identified 
Tanzania  - No new digest announcements identified 
  
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – L3 Emergencies 
The UN and its humanitarian partners are currently responding to three 'L3' emergencies. This is the 
global humanitarian system's classification for the response to the most severe, large-scale 
humanitarian crises.  
Syrian Arab Republic  - No new digest announcements identified 
Yemen - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Corporate Emergencies 
When the USG/ERC declares a Corporate Emergency Response, all OCHA offices, branches and 
sections provide their full support to response activities both at HQ and in the field. 
Editor’s Note: 
Ebola in the DRC has bene added as a OCHA “Corporate Emergency” this week: 
CYCLONE IDAI and Kenneth - No new digest announcements identified 
EBOLA OUTBREAK IN THE DRC - No new digest announcements identified 
 

 
*                      *                       *                        * 

 

Agency/Government/IGO Watch 
We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for key 
media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on regional or global 
level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific coverage is limited. Please 
suggest additional organizations to monitor. 

https://afro.who.int/countries/malawi
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/communicable-diseases/measles-and-rubella
http://www.who.int/emergencies/mers-cov/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mmr/en/
http://afro.who.int/fr/countries/niger
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/opt/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/sdn/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ukr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/zwe/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tcd/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/fr/countries/dji/
http://www.afro.who.int/countries/kenya
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mli/en/
http://afro.who.int/news/baseline-assessment-national-viral-hepatitis-response-namibia
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tza/en/
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/syria
https://www.unocha.org/yemen
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/southern-and-eastern-africa-rosea/cyclone-idai
https://www.unocha.org/southern-and-eastern-africa-rosea/cyclones-idai-and-kenneth
https://www.unocha.org/drc


   

  

 
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly  
[to 14 Sep 2019] 
https://www.un.org/press/en 
Selected Meetings/Press Releases/Announcements 
10 September 2019  
GA/12173 
General Assembly Adopts Resolutions on Supporting New Partnership for Africa’s 
Development, Promoting Durable Peace on Continent 
   The General Assembly adopted two resolutions in support of Africa’s development today, despite 
some disagreement among Member States over the inclusion in the texts of language referring to “win-
win cooperation”. 
 
 
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true  
Top News 
Enforced disappearances: UN expert group to review in Geneva more than 530 cases from 
36 countries 
 
UN expert says Israel’s planned Jordan Valley annexation is illegal, puts at risk two-state 
solution 
 
China/Hong Kong SAR*: UN experts urge China to respect protesters’ rights 
 
South Africa: UN expert to assess human rights of people with albinism 
 
UN expert on rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and association to visit to Zimbabwe 
 
 
United Nations Human Rights Council  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL 
Council News 
Escalating violence and waves of displacement continue to torment civilians during eighth 
year of Syrian conflict  
11/09/2019  
 
UN Fact-Finding Mission on Myanmar Hands Over to Independent Investigative Mechanism 
for Myanmar  
09/09/2019  
 
 
Committee on the Rights of the Child [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx 
Latest News 
Committee on the Rights of the Child opens its eighty-second session 
9 September 2019 
 

https://www.un.org/press/en
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/ga12173.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/ga12173.doc.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24986&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24986&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24981&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24981&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24979&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24985&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24978&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=24972&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=24972&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=24960&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=24960&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24964&LangID=E


   

  

 
Special Rapporteur on the sale and sexual exploitation of children   [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx  
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed 
Conflict [to 14 Sep 2019] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict 
[to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/ 
Latest News 
11 September, 2019 
Security Council Sanctions Committee Concerning South Sudan Meets with Special 
Representative on Sexual Violence in Conflict 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights   [to 14 Sep 2019] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx 
Latest news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable 
standard of physical and mental health  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx 
Latest news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples   [to 14 Sep 2019] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx 
Latest news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/
https://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/press-release/security-council-sanctions-committee-concerning-south-sudan-meets-with-special-representative-on-sexual-violence-in-conflict/
https://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/press-release/security-council-sanctions-committee-concerning-south-sudan-meets-with-special-representative-on-sexual-violence-in-conflict/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx


   

  

Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN OCHA [to 14 Sep 2019] 
https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases 
Selected Press Releases   
12 September 2019 
United Nations and World Bank Group call for sustained funding to relieve suffering in 
Somalia 
 
12 September 2019 
UN in Syria and SARC provide humanitarian relief to thousands of internally displaced 
Syrians in Rukban [EN/AR] 
 
10 September 2019 
Emergency Relief Coordinator calls for additional funding to address Ethiopia’s 
humanitarian needs and promote durable solutions 
 
 
Centre for Humanitarian Data/HDX  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
https://centre.humdata.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNICEF  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases 
Selected Statements, Press Releases, Reports 
Press release 
Mozambique: Children living in storm-affected areas face worsening food insecurity and 
nutrition crisis six months after Cyclone Idai 
UNICEF projects more than 38,000 children could become severely malnourished by early 2020 
14/09/2019  
 
Press release 
Hurricane Dorian: Bahamas Government and UNICEF to bring 10,000 displaced children 
back to school 
12/09/2019  
 
Press release 
Statement by UNICEF Executive Director Henrietta Fore on child deaths in Gaza 
 12/09/2019 
 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx
https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases
https://reliefweb.int/node/3300728
https://reliefweb.int/node/3300728
https://reliefweb.int/node/3299973
https://reliefweb.int/node/3299973
https://reliefweb.int/node/3297068
https://reliefweb.int/node/3297068
https://centre.humdata.org/
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/mozambique-children-living-storm-affected-areas-face-worsening-food-insecurity-and
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/mozambique-children-living-storm-affected-areas-face-worsening-food-insecurity-and
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/mozambique-children-living-storm-affected-areas-face-worsening-food-insecurity-and
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/mozambique-children-living-storm-affected-areas-face-worsening-food-insecurity-and
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/hurricane-dorian-bahamas-government-and-unicef-bring-10000-displaced-children-back
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/hurricane-dorian-bahamas-government-and-unicef-bring-10000-displaced-children-back
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/hurricane-dorian-bahamas-government-and-unicef-bring-10000-displaced-children-back
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/hurricane-dorian-bahamas-government-and-unicef-bring-10000-displaced-children-back
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/statement-unicef-executive-director-henrietta-fore-child-deaths-gaza
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/statement-unicef-executive-director-henrietta-fore-child-deaths-gaza
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html


   

  

Selected Announcements  
UN Refugee Chief welcomes African leadership and solidarity in action for refugees 
evacuated from Libya 
13 Sep 2019  
 
New UNHCR evacuation of refugees from Libya to Italy, as Tripoli fighting continues 
12 Sep 2019  
 
UNHCR, UNICEF and IOM urge European states to boost education for refugee and migrant 
children 
Key challenges include lack of school spaces, teachers not adequately trained, language barriers and 
limited access to psychosocial support 
11 Sep 2019  
 
Joint Statement: Government of Rwanda, UNHCR and African Union agree to evacuate 
refugees out of Libya 
10 Sep 2019  
 
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
Selected Announcements 
In Bahamas Recovery, IOM Takes Lead on Shelter Coordination  
2019-09-13 15:35 
Nassau – The International Organization for Migration (IOM) has taken the lead, alongside the 
International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC), to assist the Ministry of Social 
Services and Urban Renewal with shelter coordination and management.   
 
Mediterranean Migrant Arrivals Reach 55,918 in 2019; Deaths Reach 929 
2019-09-13 15:10 
Geneva – IOM reports that 55,918 migrants and refugees have entered Europe by sea through 11 
September, roughly a 30 per cent decrease from the 77,528 arriving during the same period last year. 
 
Humanitarian Agencies Assist Thousands as Monsoon Rains Hit Rohingya Camps and Host 
Community 
2019-09-12 08:14 
Cox’s Bazar – The Inter Sector Coordination Group (ISCG) partners – UN agencies such as IOM, 
UNHCR, and WFP, as well as NGOs, working in support of the Government of Bangladesh, are assisting 
thousands in the host community and Rohingya refugee camps who have been impacted by... 
 
IOM, UNHCR and UNICEF Urge European States to Boost Education for Refugee and 
Migrant Children 
2019-09-11 09:51 
Brussels/Geneva – Three UN agencies are calling on European States to increase resources and 
practical support for their school systems to ensure all refugee, asylum-seeking and migrant children 
can access and stay in quality education. 
 
Over 7,400 Deaths on Migration Routes Across Africa in Last Five Years, IOM Figures Show  

https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/9/5d7b2fc24/un-refugee-chief-welcomes-african-leadership-solidarity-action-refugees.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/9/5d7b2fc24/un-refugee-chief-welcomes-african-leadership-solidarity-action-refugees.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/9/5d7a30584/new-unhcr-evacuation-refugees-libya-italy-tripoli-fighting-continues.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/9/5d774dbb4/unhcr-unicef-iom-urge-european-states-boost-education-refugee-migrant-children.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/9/5d774dbb4/unhcr-unicef-iom-urge-european-states-boost-education-refugee-migrant-children.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/9/5d5d1c9a4/joint-statement-government-rwanda-unhcr-african-union-agree-evacuate-refugees.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/9/5d5d1c9a4/joint-statement-government-rwanda-unhcr-african-union-agree-evacuate-refugees.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/9/5d6a24ba4/un-high-commissioner-refugees-expresses-alarm-statelessness-risk-indias.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/9/5d6a24ba4/un-high-commissioner-refugees-expresses-alarm-statelessness-risk-indias.html
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases
https://www.iom.int/news/bahamas-recovery-iom-takes-lead-shelter-coordination
https://www.iom.int/news/mediterranean-migrant-arrivals-reach-55918-2019-deaths-reach-929
https://www.iom.int/news/humanitarian-agencies-assist-thousands-monsoon-rains-hit-rohingya-camps-and-host-community
https://www.iom.int/news/humanitarian-agencies-assist-thousands-monsoon-rains-hit-rohingya-camps-and-host-community
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-unhcr-and-unicef-urge-european-states-boost-education-refugee-and-migrant-children
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-unhcr-and-unicef-urge-european-states-boost-education-refugee-and-migrant-children
https://www.iom.int/news/over-7400-deaths-migration-routes-across-africa-last-five-years-iom-figures-show


   

  

2019-09-10 15:30 
Berlin – African migrants are perishing at a rate of about 25 persons per week – or about 1,300 
annually – on the African continent, even before embarking on perilous sea journeys to Europe or the 
Arabian Peninsula. Since 2014 over 7,400 men, women and children have died in... 
 
IOM Strengthens Government Capacities for Comprehensive Care of Migrant Children in 
México, Whose Numbers Have More Than Doubled  
2019-09-10 15:15 
México City – México’s National Migration Institute (INM) reports a 131 per cent increase in the first 
half of 2019 in the number of migrant children and adolescents in the country, compared with the 
same period last year. 
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
 
UNAIDS [to 14 Sep 2019]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
Selected Press Releases/Reports/Statements 
10 September 2019 
UNAIDS still ahead in implementing UN-SWAP  
 
10 September 2019 
Ending AIDS is everyone’s business  
 
10 September 2019 
Five years on: 300 Fast-Track cities come together  
 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 14 Sep 2019]  
News release 
WHO calls for urgent action to reduce patient harm in healthcare 
   13 September 2019: Millions of patients are harmed each year due to unsafe health care worldwide 
resulting in 2.6 million deaths annually in low-and middle-income countries alone.  Most of these 
deaths are avoidable. The personal, social and economic impact of patient harm leads to losses of 
trillions of US dollars worldwide. The World Health Organization is focusing global attention on the 
issue of patient safety and launching a campaign in solidarity with patients on the very first World 
Patient Safety Day on 17 September.  
   “No one should be harmed while receiving health care. And yet globally, at least 5 patients die every 
minute because of unsafe care,” said Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, WHO Director-General. “We 
need a patient safety culture that promotes partnership with patients, encourages reporting and 
learning from errors, and creates a blame-free environment where health workers are empowered and 
trained to reduce errors."… 
 
9 September 2019  
News release 
Suicide: one person dies every 40 seconds 
 
8 September 2019  
News release 

https://www.iom.int/news/iom-strengthens-government-capacities-comprehensive-care-migrant-children-mexico-whose-numbers
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-strengthens-government-capacities-comprehensive-care-migrant-children-mexico-whose-numbers
http://www.unaids.org/en
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2019/september/20190910_un-swap
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2019/september/20190910_ending-aids-is-everyone-s-business
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2019/september/20190910_300-Fast-Track-cities-come-together
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/13-09-2019-who-calls-for-urgent-action-to-reduce-patient-harm-in-healthcare
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/09-09-2019-suicide-one-person-dies-every-40-seconds


   

  

PAHO issues $3.5 million donor appeal for humanitarian health response in the Bahamas 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO      
:: Malaria vaccine launched in Kenya: Kenya joins Ghana and Malawi to roll out landmark... 
13 September 2019  
:: Ghana Health Service and Partners launch polio vaccination campaigns in Ghana  12 September 2019  
 
:: Experts convene to chart a roadmap towards malaria elimination  10 September 2019  
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
:: PAHO urges the health and education sectors to work together to create healthy schools 
(09/13/2019)  
:: PAHO hurricane relief partners, the Dutch military, evacuate pregnant woman from Abaco 
(09/12/2019)  
:: How to cope with the psychological impact of disasters (09/11/2019)  
:: PAHO issues $3.5 million donor appeal for humanitarian health response in the Bahamas 
(09/08/2019) 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
No new digest content identified. 
 
WHO European Region EURO  
:: RC69 opens on 16 September with review of progress in public health 13-09-2019  
:: Moscow joins the WHO Regions for Health Network (RHN) 11-09-2019  
:: Progress on health equity is stalling across Europe; new WHO report reveals gaps can be reduced 
within the lifetime of a single government 10-09-2019 
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: Japan contributions enable WHO support for Syrian children  12 September 2019 
:: WHO sends life-saving medical supplies across Libya   9 September 20 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2019/ 
10/09/19 
European politicians and scientists join forces to face ASF 
   Today in Sofia, Bulgaria, high level representatives, including The European Commissioner for Health 
and Food Safety Vytenis Andriukaitis, the OIE Director General Dr Monique Eloit and five Agriculture 
Ministers1of the Balkan countries, joined the openingof the Standing Group of Experts on African swine 
fever(ASF)in Europe organized by the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE), and the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO). This mobilisation is a strong signal of support for 

https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/08-09-2019-paho-issues-3.5-million-donor-appeal-for-humanitarian-health-response-in-the-bahamas
http://www.afro.who.int/
https://www.afro.who.int/news/malaria-vaccine-launched-kenya-kenya-joins-ghana-and-malawi-roll-out-landmark-vaccine-pilot
https://www.afro.who.int/news/ghana-health-service-and-partners-launch-polio-vaccination-campaigns-ghana
https://www.afro.who.int/news/experts-convene-chart-roadmap-towards-malaria-elimination
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=466:2008-media-center-press-releases&Itemid=40108&lang=en
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15418&catid=740&Itemid=1926&lang=en
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15415&catid=740&Itemid=1926&lang=en
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15411&catid=740&Itemid=1926&lang=en
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15398&catid=740&Itemid=1926&lang=en
http://www.searo.who.int/
http://www.euro.who.int/
http://www.euro.who.int/en/about-us/governance/regional-committee-for-europe/69th-session/news/news/2019/09/rc69-opens-on-16-september-with-review-of-progress-in-public-health2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/about-us/networks/regions-for-health-network-rhn/news/news/2019/9/moscow-joins-the-who-regions-for-health-network-rhn2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/sections/press-releases/2019/progress-on-health-equity-is-stalling-across-europe-new-who-report-reveals-gaps-can-be-reduced-within-the-lifetime-of-a-single-government
http://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/sections/press-releases/2019/progress-on-health-equity-is-stalling-across-europe-new-who-report-reveals-gaps-can-be-reduced-within-the-lifetime-of-a-single-government
http://www.emro.who.int/
http://www.emro.who.int/syr/syria-news/japans-support-enables-who-support-for-health-care-services-for-syrian-children.html?format=html
http://www.emro.who.int/lby/libya-news/who-sends-medical-supplies-across-libya.html
http://www.wpro.who.int/
http://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2019/
https://www.oie.int/fileadmin/Home/eng/Media_Center/docs/pdf/Press%20release_SGE%20ASF%20Sofia_FINAL.pdf


   

  

the work done by veterinary experts to find adequate solutions to stop the spread of ASF in the 
European region… 
 
 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
Selected Press Releases/Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 

UN Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN)  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://unsdsn.org/news/ 
Selected News & Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
https://www.unenvironment.org/ 
News 
13 Sep 2019 | Story 
UNEP helps launch new global coalition to combat sand and dust storms  
 
11 Sep 2019 | Story 
“Business as usual” could lead to catastrophic global sea-level rise, says new study  
 
10 Sep 2019 Press release  
Global leaders call for urgent action on climate adaptation; commission finds adaptation 
can deliver $7.1 trillion in benefits 
[See Week in Review above for deatil] 
 

http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/
http://unsdsn.org/news/
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/
https://www.unenvironment.org/
https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/story/unep-helps-launch-new-global-coalition-combat-sand-and-dust-storms
https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/story/business-usual-could-lead-catastrophic-global-sea-level-rise-says-new-study
https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/press-release/global-leaders-call-urgent-action-climate-adaptation-commission
https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/press-release/global-leaders-call-urgent-action-climate-adaptation-commission


   

  

 
UNISDR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://www.unisdr.org/archive 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news.html 
Latest News 
A world on the move – UN DESA reveals latest data on international migration 
13 September 2019, New York  
   We live in a world on the move. Across the globe, there are persons who choose to leave their home 
countries in search of a brighter future with greater opportunities for themselves and their families. In 
some countries, people have been leaving their home also to escape dangerous conditions, whether 
naturally occurring or manmade. 
   In 2017, the world counted 258 million international migrants, representing 3.4 per cent of 
the global population. But what is the latest tally and what does it say about people on the move 
today? Stay tuned for the latest migration data to be launched by UN DESA on 17 September 2019. 
   Beyond the numbers, it is widely recognized that migration has major impacts on both the people 
and the places involved. When supported by appropriate policies, migration can contribute to inclusive 
and sustainable development in both origin and destination countries, while also benefitting migrants 
and their families. The crucial linkages between migration and development, highlighting the 
opportunities and challenges that migration brings, have been acknowledged both in the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development and the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration. 
   Accurate, consistent and timely data on international migration are essential for Member States to 
monitor progress in the implementation of the 2030 Agenda and the Global Compact for Migration. The 
Global Compact for Migration emphasizes the importance of data by including “Collection and utilization 
of accurate and disaggregated [migration] data as a basis for evidence-based policies” as the first of its 
23 objectives… 
 
Scientists call for urgent, targeted action to avoid reversing the development gains of 
recent decades 
11 September 2019, New York  
   New relationship between people and nature is needed as climate change and biodiversity loss 
threaten progress 
   Achieving human well-being and eradicating poverty for all of the Earth’s people—expected to 
number eight and a half billion by 2030—is still possible, but only if there is a fundamental—and 
urgent—change in the relationship between people and nature, and a significant reduction in social and 
gender inequalities between and inside countries, according to a new United Nations report by an 
independent group of scientists to be launched at the 2019 SDG Summit, but made available today… 
 
 
UNESCO  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://en.unesco.org/news 
Latest News 
Earliest Buddhist shrine in South Asia discovered in Lumbini, Buddha’s birthplace in Nepal 
15 September 2019 
 

http://www.unisdr.org/archive
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/population/international-migration-2.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/sustainable/global-sustainable-development-report-2019.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/sustainable/global-sustainable-development-report-2019.html
http://en.unesco.org/news
https://en.unesco.org/news/earliest-buddhist-shrine-south-asia-discovered-lumbini-buddhas-birthplace-nepal


   

  

UNESCO warns that, without urgent action, 12 million children will never spend a day at 
school 
13 September 2019 
 
STRENGTHENING ACCESS TO INFORMATION ON IRREGULAR MIGRATION 
12 September 2019 
 
US $14 billion needed to achieve universal literacy 
US $14 billion needed to achieve universal literacy in countries with lowest literacy rates 
and E-9 countries  
10 September 2019  
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
 
International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS)  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
https://www.icomos.org/en/ 
Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://unhabitat.org/ 
Website not responding at inquiry 
 
 
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ILO International Labour Organization  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm 
International Labour Standards 
Countries heed call to ratify labour conventions   
13 September 2019  
An International Labour Organization campaign to encourage countries to ratify international labour 
standards is bearing fruit. 
 
Labour migration 
ILO launches Global Media Competition on Labour Migration   
12 September 2019  
The competition aims at encouraging quality reporting on labour migration to better protect migrant 
workers’ rights. 

https://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-warns-without-urgent-action-12-million-children-will-never-spend-day-school-0
https://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-warns-without-urgent-action-12-million-children-will-never-spend-day-school-0
https://en.unesco.org/news/strengthening-access-information-irregular-migration-0
https://en.unesco.org/news/us-14-billion-needed-achieve-universal-literacy
https://en.unesco.org/news/us-14-billion-needed-achieve-universal-literacy-countries-lowest-literacy-rates-and-e-9
https://en.unesco.org/news/us-14-billion-needed-achieve-universal-literacy-countries-lowest-literacy-rates-and-e-9
https://www.icomos.org/en/
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp
http://unhabitat.org/
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_718254/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/topics/labour-migration/news-statements/WCMS_715534/lang--en/index.htm


   

  

 
 
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://www.icao.int/  
No new digest content identified 
 
 
IMO International Maritime Organization  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx 
Latest Press Briefings  
No new digest content identified 
 
 
WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UPU  Universal Postal Union   [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://news.upu.int/no_cache/news/ 
News 
The 20th anniversary of the EMS Cooperative 
   10 September 2019 is the 20th anniversary of the EMS Cooperative [Express Mail Service]. To 
celebrate, postal operators around the world have issued a special joint EMS joint commemorative 
stamp, specially created by the UPU's International Bureau to ma.. 

 
 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html 
Selected News 
Global manufacturing growth faces setback amid trade and tariff tensions between largest 
manufacturers, China and the USA 
   VIENNA, 12 September 2019 - World manufacturing production growth is expected to slow down in 
2019 as a result of continued tensions over trade and tariff issues between the world’s two largest 
manufacturers - China and the United States. 
 
 
International Organization for Standardization (ISO)  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/ 
News 
By Clare Naden on 11 September 2019  
Saving lives with cleaner cookstoves: new International Standard just published  
   Almost three billion people rely on traditional cookstoves and open fires for cooking and heating, 
placing them at serious risk of health disorders and premature death. The latest in ISO’s series of 
standards for cleaner ways of cooking has just been published.  
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
By Ann Brady on 9 September 2019  

http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release
http://news.upu.int/no_cache/news/
http://news.upu.int/no_cache/nd/the-20th-anniversary-of-the-ems-cooperative/
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html
https://www.unido.org/news/global-manufacturing-growth-faces-setback-amid-trade-and-tariff-tensions-between-largest-manufacturers-china-and-usa
https://www.unido.org/news/global-manufacturing-growth-faces-setback-amid-trade-and-tariff-tensions-between-largest-manufacturers-china-and-usa
https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/
https://www.iso.org/news/ref2426.html


   

  

How standards can lead to better lives  
   International standards can bring about a harmonization that promotes strength for countries in all 
areas of their development. It enables them to act cohesively instead of separately, gain a firmer 
foothold in the global marketplace and open doors to new opportunities. Experts explain why a level 
playing …  
 
By Clare Naden on 9 September 2019  
Passport to trade  
Whether it’s going to far-flung lands or just the neighbouring country, we all need a passport to 
travel. But what about products? How do bananas from Costa Rica get through customs in 
France? Or watches from Switzerland get past border control in Australia? Their “papers” are often in 
the form of documents …  
 
By Andrea Barrios Villarreal on 9 September 2019  
Keeping an eye on what matters for the economy  
Top economists agree that trade and economic growth are inextricably linked. For growth to turn into 
transformative development, however, more is needed. What’s the importance of international 
standards in facilitating trade? What is their role in achieving growth in low-income countries? Here’s a 
glimpse …  
 
 
UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://media.unwto.org/news 
News 
Tourism has ‘Life-Changing Potential’ - World Tourism Organization General Assembly 
St Petersburg, Russian Federation, 12 September 2019 - Tourism Ministers from around the world have 
gathered at the 23d Session of the General Assembly of the World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) in 
St Petersburg. The future of tourism jobs in a changing world, and the way tourism can help provide 
education for all, has featured prominently among ministerial debates. 
 
120 Countries Gather in Russia for the World Tourism Organization General Assembly 
9 September 2019, Saint Petersburg, Russian Federation - Tourism ministers, public and private sector 
leaders and key decision makers are heading to St Petersburg to meet for the 23rd Session of the 
World Tourism Organization (UNWTO). 
 
 
WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CBD  Convention on Biological Diversity [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://www.cbd.int/press-releases/  
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
USAID [to 14 Sep 2019] 

https://www.iso.org/news/ref2427.html
https://www.iso.org/news/ref2429.html
https://www.iso.org/news/ref2428.htm
http://media.unwto.org/news
http://www2.unwto.org/press-release/2019-09-12/tourism-has-life-changing-potential-world-tourism-organization-general-asse
http://www2.unwto.org/press-release/2019-09-09/120-countries-gather-russia-world-tourism-organization-general-assembly
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/
http://www.cbd.int/press-releases/


   

  

https://www.usaid.gov/news-information 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Announcements 
Administrator Green's Press Briefing on Humanitarian Aid to The Bahamas  
September 13, 2019 
Remarks 
   On the government side, as the world’s single-largest humanitarian donor, the United States 
Government has responded to the request for assistance from the Bahamian Government and has been 
providing life-saving assistance to address acute humanitarian needs. On Sunday, I myself visited 
Abaco and met with the USAID Disaster Assistance Response Team – or DART, as we call it – which is 
leading our government’s humanitarian response in the Bahamas. There are now more than 100 
members of that DART on the ground in the Bahamas. This team on the ground is providing urgently 
needed aid, including basic food, shelter, and health support. USAID is working across the interagency, 
including with Health and Human Services, and the U.S. Northern Command and U.S. Coast Guard for 
logistical support and to augment search-and-rescue operations… 
 
USAID Announces Nearly $4 Million in New U.S. Humanitarian Assistance for The Bahamas 
in Response to Hurricane Dorian  
September 12, 2019 
   Today, U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) Administrator Mark Green announced 
that the United States is providing nearly $4 million in additional humanitarian assistance to help 
people in The Bahamas affected by Hurricane Dorian, which brings the total U.S. funding for this 
response to more than $10 million to date. 
 
 
DFID  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development 
10 September 2019 — Press release 
UK aid has reduced greenhouse gas emissions by 16 million tonnes, new figures show  
   UK aid has helped millions of the world’s poorest people access clean energy and prepare for the 
impact of climate change in the last eight years. 
 
UK gets international backing to host global climate summit  
   The UK today received international backing to host the COP26 climate summit in 2020. 
From: Department for International Development and 1 others  
Updated: 10 September 2019  
 
 
ECHO  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news 
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1 
Latest News 
European Union mobilises support for victims of Hurricane Dorian 
12/09/2019 
   Following a request for assistance from the Bahamas, the EU Civil Protection Mechanism has been 
activated and relief, logistics and communications support are being sent by The Netherlands and by 
Luxembourg. In addition, the EU is mobilising €500,...  
 
:::::: 

https://www.usaid.gov/news-information
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/sep-13-2019-administrator-green-press-briefing-humanitarian-aid-bahamas
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/sep-12-2019-usaid-announces-nearly-4-million-new-us-humanitarian-assistance
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/sep-12-2019-usaid-announces-nearly-4-million-new-us-humanitarian-assistance
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-aid-has-reduced-greenhouse-gas-emissions-by-16-million-tonnes-new-figures-show
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-gets-international-backing-to-host-global-climate-summit
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/european-union-mobilises-support-victims-hurricane-dorian_en


   

  

 
African Union [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://www.au.int/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of Social  
Press releases 
Government of Rwanda,UNHCR, and AU agree to evacuate refugees and asylum seekers in 
Libya 
September 10, 2019 
Addis Ababa, 10 September 2019 - The Government of Rwanda, UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency, and 
the African Union have today signed a Memorandum of Understanding to set up a transit mechanism 
for evacuating refugees and asylum seekers out of Libya. 
 
Under the agreement, the Government of Rwanda will receive and provide protection to refugees and 
asylum-seekers, as well as others identified as particularly vulnerable and at-risk, who are currently 
being held in detention centres in Libya. They will be transferred to safety in Rwanda on a voluntary 
basis.  
 
Under this agreement, a first group of 500 persons in need of international protection will be 
evacuated. The group is principally made up of people originating from the Horn of Africa and includes 
children and youth at risk. After their arrival, UNHCR will continue to pursue solutions for the evacuees. 
While some may benefit from resettlement to third countries, others will be helped to return to 
countries where asylum had previously been granted, or to return to their home countries if it is safe to 
do so. Some may be given permission to remain in Rwanda subject to agreement by the competent 
authorities… 
 
 
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://asean.org/category/news/asean-secretariat-news/ 
Secretariat News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
European Commission [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1 
02/09/2019    
Vaccination: European Commission and World Health Organization join forces to promote 
the benefits of vaccines    
-  Today, the European Commission and the World Health Organization (WHO) are co-hosting the 
world's first Global Vaccination Summit in Brussels. The aim is to accelerate global action to stop the 
spread of vaccine-preventable diseases, and advocate against the spread of vaccine misinformation.  
European Commission - Press release Brussels, 12 September 2019            
 
 
OECD  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://www.oecd.org/  
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
13-September-2019 

http://www.au.int/
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20190910/government-rwanda-unhcr-and-african-union-agree-evacuate-refugees-and-0
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20190910/government-rwanda-unhcr-and-african-union-agree-evacuate-refugees-and-0
http://asean.org/category/news/asean-secretariat-news/
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1
https://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-19-5536_en.htm
https://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-19-5536_en.htm
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/publicationsdocuments/bydate/


   

  

Climate finance for developing countries reached USD 71 billion in 2017  
Climate finance provided and mobilised by developed countries for climate action in developing 
countries reached USD 71.2 billion in 2017, up from USD 58.6 billion in 2016, according to new 
estimates from the OECD.  
 
Higher education needs to step up efforts to prepare students for the future  
10-September-2019 
Demand for tertiary education continues to rise, but its further expansion will only be sustainable if it 
matches the supply of graduates with labour market and social needs and gives them the skills 
required to navigate the future, according to a new OECD report.  
 
 
Organization of American States (OAS)   [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://www.oas.org/en/ 
Press Releases 
OAS Permanent Council Condemned "lifting of the parliamentary immunity” of Venezuelan 
Deputies 
September 11, 2019  
The Permanent Council of the Organization of American States (OAS) today condemned "the lifting of 
the parliamentary immunity of deputies José Guerra, Tomás Guanipa, Juan Pablo García and Rafael 
Guzmán, ordered on August 12, 2019, which constitutes a clear attack on the only legitimate and 
democratically elected body in Venezuela and another challenge to the rule of law.” 
 
The Permanent Council called on the international community to "demand the full respect of the 
National Assembly of Venezuela and its deputies, as well as to reaffirm that the National Assembly is 
the only legitimate and democratically elected authority of Venezuela." In addition, the member 
countries manifest their “deep concern for the systematic undermining of institutions in Venezuela, 
particularly reflected by the continuous harassment of the deputies of the National Assembly of 
Venezuela, confirming an antidemocratic pattern of conduct inconsistent with the Inter-American 
Democratic Charter." 
 
The “Resolution on Respect for Parliamentary Immunity in Venezuela” was approved with 19 votes in 
favor (Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, United States, 
Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Paraguay, Peru, Dominican Republic, Saint Lucia and 
Venezuela), 4 votes against (Dominica, Nicaragua, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines and Suriname), 6 
abstentions (Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, Mexico, Panama and Trinidad and Tobago) and 5 absent 
countries (Antigua and Barbuda, The Bahamas, Grenada, San Kitts and Nevis and Uruguay). 
 
The document also resolves “to categorically reject the threat to unconstitutionally call for advanced 
elections of the National Assembly of Venezuela." 
 
 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 14 Sep 2019] 
https://www.oic-oci.org/home/?lan=en 
Selected Press Releases 
OIC Condemns Drone Attacks on Saudi Aramco Facilities in Abqaiq and Khurais 

http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/climate-finance-for-developing-countries-reached-usd-71-billion-in-2017.htm
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/higher-education-needs-to-step-up-efforts-to-prepare-students-for-the-future.htm
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_releases.asp
https://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=E-064/19
https://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=E-064/19
http://scm.oas.org/doc_public/english/hist_19/cp41437e03.doc
https://www.oic-oci.org/home/?lan=en
https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=22131&ref=12918&lan=en


   

  

   The Secretary General of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), Dr Yousef bin Ahmed Al-
Othaimeen, condemned the drone attacks on 14 September 2019 against two Aramco facilities in 
Abqaiq and Khurais provinces in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 
14/09/2019 
 
OIC Condemns Netanyahu’s Declarations and Welcomes KSA’s Call for an Emergency 
Foreign Ministerial Conference 
   The Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) condemned, in the strongest terms, the declared 
intention of the Israeli Prime Minister “to impose Israeli sovereignty on all the regions of the Jordan 
Valley, the Northern Dead Sea, and the settlements in the West Bank, if he is reelected.” The OIC 
considered this serious declaration as a new aggression on the rights of the Palestinian people and a 
blatant violation of the UN charter, the principles of international law and the relevant UN resolutions 
including Security Council resolutions No. 242 and 338.... 
11/09/2019 
 
 
Group of 77  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://www.g77.org/ 
Statement on behalf of Group of 77 and China by Ambassador Feda Abdulhadi-Nasser, Deputy 
Permanent Representative, Mission of the State of Palestine to the UN, at the United Nations Day 
for South-South Cooperation (New York, 12 September 2019) 
 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by Ms. Sahar Nasser, First Secretary at the Mission 
of the State of Palestine to the UN, on the alignment process during the adoption of the 
revitalization of the General Assembly resolution (New York, 12 September 2019) 
 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by Ambassador Feda Abdelhadi-Nasser, Deputy 
Permanent Representative, Mission of the State of Palestine to the UN, at the intergovernmental 
consultations on the Draft Political Declaration of the High-level Mid-term Review of the Small Island 
Developing States Accelerated Modalities of Action (Samoa) Pathway (New York, 11 September 2019) 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by Mr. Abdullah Abushawesh, Counsellor at the 
Mission of the State of Palestine to the UN, at the adoption of the GA resolution on the "New 
partnership for Africa's development: progress in implementation and international 
support" (New York, 10 September 2019) 
 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by Mr. Abdullah Abushawesh, Counsellor at the 
Mission of the State of Palestine to the UN, at the adoption of the GA resolution on the implementation 
of the recommendations contained in the report of the Secretary-General on the causes of conflict in 
Africa and the promotion of durable peace and sustainable development in Africa (New 
York, 10 September 2019) 
 
:::::: 
 
UNCTAD  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives]  
Press Releases 
11 Sep 2019 - 

https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=22128&ref=12917&lan=en
https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=22128&ref=12917&lan=en
http://www.g77.org/
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=190912b
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=190912b
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=190912b
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=190912
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=190912
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=190912
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=190911
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=190911
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=190911
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=190911
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=190910b
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=190910b
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=190910b
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=190910b
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=190910
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=190910
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=190910
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=190910
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=190910
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx


   

  

Countries dependent on commodities should diversify economies to survive climate crisis, 
says UN report 
 
11 Sep 2019 - 
Palestinian socioeconomic crisis now at breaking point, warns UN report 
 
 
World Customs Organization – WCO  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://www.wcoomd.org/ 
13 September 2019  
WCO underlines Customs’ role during WTO discussions on e-commerce  
   The WCO Deputy Secretary General, Mr. Ricardo Treviño Chapa, recently visited World Trade 
Organization (WTO) headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland to raise awareness of Customs’ role and the 
WCO’s work in the e-commerce field, through its Framework of Standards on Cross-Border E-
Commerce.  
   Earlier this year, 76 WTO Members decided to start negotiations on electronic trade and announced a 
“Joint Statement on E-Commerce Initiative” (JSI). This initiative was co-convened by three WTO 
Members: Australia, Japan and Singapore. It marks an important step for the WTO, though the road 
ahead does not look easy. Crucially, the WCO’s experience and work in this area will serve as a guide 
for future negotiations regarding Customs procedures for e-commerce on tangible goods… 
 
 
WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
12 September 2019 
DG Azevêdo marks 25th anniversary of conclusion of Uruguay Round in Montevideo  
   Director-General Roberto Azevêdo praised Uruguay’s continued leadership in the multilateral trading 
system during his visit to Montevideo on 12 September 2019. He participated at an event hosted by the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs to mark the 25th anniversary of the conclusion of the Uruguay Round of 
multilateral trade negotiations, which ran from 1986 to 1994 and gave rise to the WTO in its current 
form. The Director-General also discussed the current situation in global trade, efforts to ease tensions, 
and the ongoing debate on how to strengthen trade cooperation.  
 
 
:::::: 
 
IPU  Inter-Parliamentary Union   [to 14 Sep 2019] 
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Court of Justice  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases 
11 September 2019  
Armed Activities on the Territory of the Congo (Democratic Republic of the Congo v. 
Uganda) - The Court to hold public hearings on the question of reparations from Monday 
18 to Friday 22 November 2019  
Press release 2019/38  

https://unctad.org/en/Pages/PressRelease.aspx?OriginalVersionID=524
https://unctad.org/en/Pages/PressRelease.aspx?OriginalVersionID=524
https://unctad.org/en/Pages/PressRelease.aspx?OriginalVersionID=523
http://www.wcoomd.org/
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/media/newsroom/2019/september/wco-underlines-customs-role-during-wto-discussions-on-ecommerce.aspx
http://www.wcoomd.org/-/media/wco/public/global/pdf/topics/facilitation/activities-and-programmes/ecommerce/wco-framework-of-standards-on-crossborder-ecommerce_en.pdf?db=web
http://www.wcoomd.org/-/media/wco/public/global/pdf/topics/facilitation/activities-and-programmes/ecommerce/wco-framework-of-standards-on-crossborder-ecommerce_en.pdf?db=web
https://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2019/january/tradoc_157643.pdf
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases
https://www.icj-cij.org/files/case-related/116/116-20190911-PRE-01-00-EN.pdf
https://www.icj-cij.org/files/case-related/116/116-20190911-PRE-01-00-EN.pdf
https://www.icj-cij.org/files/case-related/116/116-20190911-PRE-01-00-EN.pdf


   

  

 
 
International Criminal Court (ICC)  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
Trying individuals for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
World Bank [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week]  
City Resilience Program 
   Bigger and Better Investments for a Resilient Future Rapid urbanization is transforming the planet 
and the way we live: 3 million people move into cities every week, and by 2050, urban areas are 
projected...  
Date: September 13, 2019 Type: Brief  
 
World Bank, UNICEF call for solid steps to address child undernutrition in Vietnam 
   HANOI, September 12, 2019 — Child undernutrition remains a significant development challenge in 
Vietnam, representing a staggering yet avoidable loss to the nation’s human capital and economic 
growth...  
 
Norway Provides $10 Million to Support World Bank on Reforming Tax Systems in Fragile 
States 
   OSLO, NORWAY, September 12, 2019 - Norway has agreed to contribute NOK 88 million (equivalent 
to $10 million) to support the World Bank’s efforts to strengthen the tax systems and customs 
administrations...  
Date: September 12, 2019 Type: Press Release 
 
 
IMF  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Africa-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
September 9, 2019 
IMF Executive Board to Consider the Nomination of Kristalina Georgieva for the position of 
Managing Director  
 
 
African Development Bank Group  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
https://www.afdb.org/en 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Africa-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of No new 
digest content identified. 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

https://www.icc-cpi.int/
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all
http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/disasterriskmanagement/brief/city-resilience-program
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2019/09/12/world-bank-unicef-call-for-solid-steps-to-address-child-undernutrition-in-vietnam
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2019/09/12/norway-provides-10-million-to-support-world-bank-on-reforming-tax-systems-in-fragile-states
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2019/09/12/norway-provides-10-million-to-support-world-bank-on-reforming-tax-systems-in-fragile-states
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article
https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2019/09/09/pr19328-imf-executive-board-consider-nomination-kristalina-georgieva-position-managing-director
https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2019/09/09/pr19328-imf-executive-board-consider-nomination-kristalina-georgieva-position-managing-director
https://www.afdb.org/en


   

  

Asian Development Bank  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://www.adb.org/news/releases 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-
level announcements are added each week] 
13 Sep 2019 
ADB Approves New Corporate Results Framework to Improve Operations 
   ADB today approved a new corporate results framework to better assess its performance in achieving 
a more prosperous, inclusive, resilient, and sustainable Asia and the Pacific. 
 
10 Sep 2019 
Strong Public Institutions Critical to Providing Effective Public Services in Southeast Asia 
— ADB–OECD Report 
   Governments in Southeast Asia are strengthening their governance structures and institutional 
capacity to deliver better services to their people, according to a joint report published today by 
ADB and OECD. 
 
10 Sep 2019 
ADB Launches 50th Edition of Asia-Pacific Statistical Report and New Database 
   ADB today released the 50th edition of its annual statistical report, Key Indicators for Asia and the 
Pacific 2019, and an online database, Key Indicators Database. 
 
 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank   [to 14 Sep 2019] 
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-
level announcements are added each week] 
London and Beijing, Sep. 10, 2019 
AIIB and Amundi Launch Innovative USD 500-Million Climate Bond Portfolio to Mobilize 
Climate Action 
   The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) and Amundi, Europe’s largest asset manager, have 
announced a USD500-million Asia Climate Bond Portfolio which aims to accelerate climate action in the 
Bank’s members and address the underdevelopment of the climate bond market.  
 
 
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news 
News 
13 SEP  
A common path towards Guatemala’s sustainable development  
 
10 SEP  
2019 United Nations Day for South-South Cooperation: FAO, IFAD and WFP highlight the 
commitment of leaving no one behind in achieving SDG2  
 
 
 
Islamic Development Bank  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
https://www.isdb.org/ 

http://www.adb.org/news/releases
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-approves-new-corporate-results-framework-improve-operations
https://www.adb.org/news/strong-public-institutions-critical-providing-effective-public-services-southeast-asia-adb-oecd
https://www.adb.org/news/strong-public-institutions-critical-providing-effective-public-services-southeast-asia-adb-oecd
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-launches-50th-edition-asia-pacific-statistical-report-and-new-database
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/2019/20190910_001.html
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/2019/20190910_001.html
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/41309651
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/41295400
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/41295400
https://www.isdb.org/


   

  

News 
IsDB approves $238.1 million project financing for Benin, Cote D’Ivoire, Kyrgyzstan, and 
Nigeria 
   The Board of Executive Directors (BED) of Islamic Development Bank (IsDB) has approved US $238.1 
million worth of project financing for Benin Republic, Cote D’Ivoire, Kyrgyz Republic and Nigeria. The 
BED also approved the financing of a pilot project on energy access to finance through crowdfunding. 
13 September 2019  
 

 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 

 
:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
   We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new research and 
major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, collaborations, and initiatives 
across the human rights, humanitarian response and development spheres of action.  WE will not 
reference fundraising announcements, programs, events or appeals, and generally not include content 
which is primarily photo-documentation or video in format. 
 
 
Action Contre la Faim – Action Against Hunger  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org 
Women against hunger 
La lutte contre la faim, une histoire de femmes ? 
Posté le 3 septembre 2019  
   Les femmes sont trop souvent les premières à souffrir de la faim, mais elles sont également les 
premières actrices du changement. Nous vous présentons, les voix, les actions et les combats de ces 
femmes qui font reculer la faim. 
 
 
Alliance for International Medical Action (ALIMA)  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
https://www.alima-ngo.org/en/press-room 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
https://newsroom.amref.org/category/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases 
Press Releases   Strategic Partnerships  
Johnson and Johnson in collaboration with Amref Health Africa Launch the Oncology 
Nursing Training Initiative 
   Kisii, 6 September 2019… The ongoing efforts to promote excellence in oncology nursing and quality 
cancer… 
 
 
Aravind Eye Care System  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
https://aravind.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 

https://www.isdb.org/news/isdb-approves-2381-million-project-financing-for-benin-cote-d%E2%80%99ivoire-kyrgyzstan-and-nigeria
https://www.isdb.org/news/isdb-approves-2381-million-project-financing-for-benin-cote-d%E2%80%99ivoire-kyrgyzstan-and-nigeria
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/
https://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/a-la-une/la-lutte-contre-la-faim-une-histoire-de-femmes/
https://www.alima-ngo.org/en/press-room
http://amref.org/news/news/
https://newsroom.amref.org/category/press-releases/
https://newsroom.amref.org/press-releases/2019/09/johnson-and-johnson-in-collaboration-with-amref-health-africa-launch-the-oncology-nursing-training-initiative/
https://newsroom.amref.org/press-releases/2019/09/johnson-and-johnson-in-collaboration-with-amref-health-africa-launch-the-oncology-nursing-training-initiative/
https://aravind.org/


   

  

 
  
BRAC  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://www.brac.net/#news 
Latest 
Learning  
What must literacy mean today? 
September 8, 2019  
by Masum Billah  
   What does literacy actually mean in today’s perspective? Do we need to cling to the literacy that 
means an individual’s ability to write their names in their own language, and – in this digital age – 
know normal subtractions and additions? 
 
 
CARE International  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases 
Press Releases 
Joint Oral Statement: Urgent need to address the humanitarian crisis in Yemen and its 
impact on the most vulnerable populations 
10th Sep 2019    Yemen  
   Joint oral statement by Save the Children and 12 Civil Society Organizations: Urgent need to address 
the humanitarian crisis in Yemen and its impact on the most vulnerable populations. A call for renewal 
and strengthening of the mandate of the Group of Eminent Experts 
 
 
Clubhouse International  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
https://www.drc.dk/news 
NEWS 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ECPAT  [to 14 Sep 2019]  
http://www.ecpat.net/news 
News & Updates 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Fountain House  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/  
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

http://www.brac.net/#news
http://blog.brac.net/what-must-literacy-mean-today/
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Humanity & Inclusion  [nee Handicap International]  [to 14 Sep 2019]  
http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Heifer International  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases.html 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HelpAge International  [to 14 Sep 2019]  
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/ 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
No new digest content identified. 

 
 
ICRC  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports   
Nigeria: 22,000 people registered as missing after a decade of war, ICRC’s highest 
caseload in the world 
   Nearly 22,000 Nigerians have been reported as missing to the International Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC) during a decade of conflict in northeast Nigeria, the highest number of missing persons 
registered with the ICRC in any country. 
12-09-2019 | News release  
 
South Sudan: One year after peace deal, violence and humanitarian needs haven’t 
decreased 
 
Juba (ICRC) – One year after the signing of the peace deal, violence is still pervasive in South Sudan, 
as clashes between communities threaten lives and the fragile stability. 
11-09-2019 | News release  
 
Cyber warfare: IHL provides an additional layer of protection 
   Statement delivered by Véronique Christory, Senior Arms Control Adviser for the International 
Committee of the Red Cross to the "Open-ended working group on developments in the field of 
information and telecommunications in the context of internation 
10-09-2019 | Statement  
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
 
IFRC   [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 

http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases
http://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases.html
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/
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International Medical Corps (IMC)   [to 14 Sep 2019] 
https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IRC  International Rescue Committee  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 
Media highlights 
Remarks 
President of the IRC David Miliband's testimony at the U.K. Mission to the UN panel on 
Northwest Syria 
New York, NY, September 13, 2019 —   
   UK Mission to the UN panel: Attacks on civilians and civilian infrastructure: what does international 
humanitarian law say?  
 
 
IRCT  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
https://irct.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Islamic Relief Worldwide  [to 14 Sep 2019]  
https://www.islamic-relief.org/ 
Latest News 
Myanmar 
Students find joy in new classrooms in Rakhine State 
Published: 13 September, 2019  
 
  
Landsea   [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Medecins du Monde   [to 14 Sep 2019]  
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Mercy Corps [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
Press releases 
Previously Unreleased R.E.M. Song to Raise Funds for Mercy Corps’ Hurricane Relief Efforts 
in the Bahamas 
September 12, 2019 
   “Fascinating” was recorded in Nassau, Bahamas, in 2004. Proceeds will benefit Mercy Corps’ 
Hurricane Dorian relief effort  

https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index
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http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/
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MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 14 Sep 2019]  
http://www.msf.org/ 
Mediterranean migration  
Ocean Viking survivors to disembark in Lampedusa six days after the first survivo… 
Press Release 14 Sep 2019  
 
Rohingya refugee crisis  
ASEAN should show true leadership on Rohingya, Myanmar  
Op-Ed 13 Sep 2019  
 
DRC Ebola outbreaks  
Crisis update - August 2019  
Crisis Update 13 Sep 2019  
 
Iraq  
Mosul's expectant mothers just can't wait  
Project Update 11 Sep 2019  
 
France  
Unaccompanied minors, symbols of a policy of mistreatment  
Report 10 Sep 2019  
 
France  
Rejected and traumatised: Unaccompanied minors arriving in France  
Project Update 10 Sep 2019  
 
About MSF  
Dr Christos Christou new International President of MSF  
Statement 9 Sep 2019  
 
 
Operation Smile  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office 
Program Schedule 
Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve every 
opportunity for safe surgical care.  
 
 
OXFAM [to 14 Sep 2019] 
https://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases 
Selected News/Announcements 
6 months after cyclone Idai: farmers are fainting in fields because of hunger  
13 September 2019 
   Hunger is escalating as the United Nation’s humanitarian response in Mozambique is less than half 
funded. 
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http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office
http://www.operationsmile.org/approach/program-schedule
https://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases
https://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases/2019-09-13/6-months-after-cyclone-idai-farmers-are-fainting-fields-because


   

  

AHEAD OF ECOWAS: CIVILIANS PROTECTION MUST BE AT THE HEART OF ANY SECURITY 
RESPONSE IN THE SAHEL 
12 September 2019 
   As leaders of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) meet for an extraordinary 
Summit to fight terrorism on Saturday 14 September, Oxfam together with six I 
 
 
Norwegian Refugee Council   [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://www.nrc.no/ 
Latest news from NRC 
Somalia | 10. Sep 2019  
Drought and conflict displace quarter of a million people in Somalia 
   A deadly combination of drought, conflict and insecurity has forced almost a quarter of a million 
people to flee their homes in Somalia so far this year. The Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) is 
warning that the numbers are likely to increase in the coming months if humanitarian assistance 
continues to go under-funded.  
 
Afghanistan | 10. Sep 2019  
Sounding the alarm about the lack of schools 
   More than three million Afghan children will not start school this autumn. Humanitarian aid 
organisations are losing heart. They have people on the ground, but they lack funding. Now, the 
Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) is sounding the alarm.  
 
 
Pact  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://www.pactworld.org/  
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Partners In Health  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://www.pih.org/blog   
Sep 13, 2019  
UGHE Welcomes Inaugural, Majority-Female Medical Class  
   UGHE prioritized gender equity in admissions, aligning with its larger mission supporting equitable 
health care. Many students said experiences with poor health care inspired their applications.  
 
Sep 10, 2019  
U.S. News Lauds Fabrice’s Story, Rwanda's Revitalized Health Care  
  Fabrice Irakoze, 11, has been cancer-free since PIH-supported treatment for Wilms' tumor in 2013, 
and is one example of PIH's vital role in rebuilding Rwanda's health system, the online news magazine 
said.  
 
 
PATH  [to 14 Sep 2019]  
https://www.path.org/media-center/  
Selected Announcements 
PATH partners with Bayer Foundation to fight malaria in Senegal 

https://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases/2019-09-12/ahead-ecowas-civilians-protection-must-be-heart-any-security
https://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases/2019-09-12/ahead-ecowas-civilians-protection-must-be-heart-any-security
http://www.nrc.no/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2019/september/drought-and-conflict-displace-quarter-of-a-million-people-in-somalia/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2019/september/sounding-the-alarm-about-the-lack-of-schools/
http://www.pactworld.org/
http://www.pih.org/blog
https://www.pih.org/article/ughe-welcomes-inaugural-majority-female-medical-class
https://www.pih.org/article/us-news-lauds-fabrices-story-rwandas-revitalized-health-care
https://www.path.org/media-center/
https://www.path.org/media-center/path-partners-bayer-foundation-fight-malaria-senegal/


   

  

September 13, 2019 by PATH  
   PATH received a EUR 750,000 grant from the Bayer Foundation to develop a community champion 
and outreach program in Senegal. This funding is part of Bayer’s ongoing EUR 20 million program, 
which aims to support social innovation for nearly 100 million smallholder farmers and their family 
members by 2030. 
 
Kenya joins Malawi and Ghana to roll out the world’s first malaria vaccine 
   Seattle, WA, September 13, 2019 – PATH congratulates Kenya as it joins Ghana and Malawi in 
providing the world’s first malaria vaccine to children through routine immunization. With the start of 
vaccination in Kenya, the World Health Organization (WHO)-coordinated Malaria Vaccine 
Implementation Programme (MVIP) is now fully underway 
 
 
Plan International/BORNEfonden  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Save The Children [to 14 Sep 2019] 
https://www.savethechildren.net/news 
12 September 2019 - Mozambique 
Six months on from Cyclone Idai, survivors fear “dying from hunger” 
 
10 September 2019 - Global 
More than 24 million children affected by conflict need mental health support 
 
 
SOS-Kinderdorf International  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
https://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/news 
All News 
Press Release  
Let's make all children visible  
   September 10 2019 - Innsbruck, Austria – A new campaign, titled #iseeyou, aims to make visible 
those children who are growing up without the necessary care and protection they need to thrive. SOS 
Children’s Villages says society has turned a blind eye to children everywhere who are neglected, 
abused, abandoned or on the move… 
 
 
Tostan  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://www.tostan.org 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Women for Women International  [to 14 Sep 2019]  
https://www.womenforwomen.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

https://media.bayer.com/baynews/baynews.nsf/id/Bayer-Foundation-creates-EUR-million-Social-Innovation-ecosystem-entrepreneurship-African
https://www.path.org/media-center/kenya-joins-malawi-and-ghana-to-roll-out-the-worlds-first-malaria-vaccine/
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre
https://www.savethechildren.net/news
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/six-months-cyclone-idai-survivors-fear-%E2%80%9Cdying-hunger%E2%80%9D
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/six-months-cyclone-idai-survivors-fear-%E2%80%9Cdying-hunger%E2%80%9D
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/more-24-million-children-affected-conflict-need-mental-health-support-0
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/more-24-million-children-affected-conflict-need-mental-health-support-0
https://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/news
https://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/news/lets-make-children-visible
http://www.tostan.org/latest-news
https://www.womenforwomen.org/


   

  

World Vision  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://wvi.org/ 
Tuesday, September 10, 2019  
World Vision Launches Global Campaign to Empower Girls Across the World  
 
:::::: 
 
Electronic Frontiers Foundation 
https://www.eff.org/updates?type=press_release 
Press Release | September 11, 2019  
New Report Finds Border Communities Inundated with Surveillance Technologies 
   San Francisco - The Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF) today published “The Atlas of Surveillance: 
Southwestern Border Communities,” the first report from a new research partnership with the 
University of Nevada, Reno’s Reynolds School of Journalism. EFF and a team of students compiled 
profiles of six counties along the U.S.-Mexico... 
 
 
Freedom House [to 14 Sep 2019] 
https://freedomhouse.org/news 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Research 
Press Releases 
Azerbaijan: Bar Association Must Cease Harassment of Human Rights Lawyers 
September 13, 2019 
The Azerbaijani Bar Association interferes with human rights lawyers' work. 
 
Press Releases 
Russia: Crackdown on Navalny’s Anti-Corruption Foundation Must Cease 
September 12, 2019 
Russian law enforcement raids Anti-Corruption Foundation offices following Moscow election. 
 
Press Releases 
Ukraine: Prisoner Swap Is Small but Significant Step toward Ending Conflict 
September 9, 2019 
Ukraine and Russia swap prisoners in a show of respect for human rights and the rule of law. 
 
Press Releases 
Guatemala: Government Should Uphold Human Rights Principles during the State of Siege 
September 9, 2019 
The Guatemalan government has issued a 30-day state of siege with troubling human rights 
implications.  
 
 
Human Rights Watch  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
https://www.hrw.org/ 
Featrued Commentary, Announcements, Statements 
September 12, 2019  
US: How Abusive, Biased Policing Destroys Lives 

http://wvi.org/newsroom
https://www.wvi.org/newsroom/world-vision-launches-global-campaign-empower-girls-across-world
https://www.eff.org/updates?type=press_release
https://www.eff.org/press/releases/new-report-finds-border-communities-inundated-surveillance-technologies
https://eff.org/atlas-border
https://eff.org/atlas-border
https://freedomhouse.org/news
https://freedomhouse.org/article/azerbaijan-bar-association-must-cease-harassment-human-rights-lawyers
https://freedomhouse.org/article/russia-crackdown-navalny-s-anti-corruption-foundation-must-cease
https://freedomhouse.org/article/ukraine-prisoner-swap-small-significant-step-toward-ending-conflict
https://freedomhouse.org/article/guatemala-government-should-uphold-human-rights-principles-during-state-siege
https://www.hrw.org/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/09/12/us-how-abusive-biased-policing-destroys-lives


   

  

  Abusive policing in Tulsa, Oklahoma that targets black people and poor people, diminishes the quality 
of life in all our communities. Human Rights Watch released the report on the eve of the third 
anniversary of the killing of Terence Crutcher, an unarmed black man.  
Interview: How Policing in One US City Hurts Black and Poor Communities  
Read the Report 
Watch the Video 
Special Feature 
Africa 
September 13, 2019 News Release 
South Africa: Punish Xenophobic Violence 
 
United States 
September 13, 2019 News Release 
US: Rollback of Nursing Home Protections 
 
Africa 
September 10, 2019 News Release 
Nigeria: Military Holding Children as Boko Haram Suspects 
 
 
Transparency International  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases 
10 Sep 2019  
President of Indonesia urged to reject revision of Corruption Eradication Commission Law 
Politics and government - The independence of Indonesia’s main anti-corruption body, the Corruption 
Eradication Commission, is at risk as the Indonesian Government seeks to change laws governing its 
mandate.  
 
::::: 
 
Bond  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
https://www.bond.org.uk/ 
News and views 
7 ways civil society is under attack globally 
13 September 2019  
Stacey Frier 
   As International Day of Democracy approaches, we highlight trends that are restricting civil society 
across the world and key considerations for NGOs.   
 
Tapping into local knowledge to diversify income 
12 September 2019  
Jill Healey 
   ChildHope UK drew on the expertise of local partners to build a consultancy to deliver their mission 
and financial value.  
 
5 communications tips for small NGOs to attract supporters 
12 September 2019  
Jonathan Hatch 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/09/12/interview-how-policing-one-us-city-hurts-black-and-poor-communities
https://www.hrw.org/report/2019/09/12/get-ground-policing-poverty-and-racial-inequality-tulsa-oklahoma/case-study-us-law
https://www.hrw.org/video-photos/video/2019/09/12/us-how-abusive-biased-policing-destroys-lives
https://www.hrw.org/video-photos/interactive/2019/09/11/policing-poverty-and-racial-inequality-tulsa-oklahoma
https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/09/13/south-africa-punish-xenophobic-violence
https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/09/13/us-rollback-nursing-home-protections
https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/09/10/nigeria-military-holding-children-boko-haram-suspects
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressrelease/president_of_indonesia_urged_to_reject_revision_of_anti_corruption_laws
https://www.bond.org.uk/news
https://www.bond.org.uk/news/2019/09/7-ways-civil-society-is-under-attack-globally
https://www.bond.org.uk/news/2019/09/tapping-into-local-knowledge-to-diversify-income
https://www.bond.org.uk/person/jill-healey
https://www.bond.org.uk/news/2019/09/5-communications-tips-for-small-ngos-to-attract-supporters
https://www.bond.org.uk/person/jonathan-hatch


   

  

   With over 160,000 registered UK charities, here are communications tips to get your small NGO 
noticed and reach the right supporters.  
 
 
ChildFund Alliance  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
https://childfundalliance.org/ 
News/ Statements 
Statement of ChildFund Alliance: Second Regular Session of the UNICEF Executive Board 
12 September 2019  
   Mr. President, Executive Director Fore, and Distinguished Members of the Board: On behalf of 
the members of ChildFund Alliance and Joining Forces, I wish to thank ED Fore for her keynote at our 
Child Rights Now launch on June 26. Our event highlighted the progress made since the adoption of 
the Convention on the Rights of the Child—as well as the work that remains to ensure no child is left 
behind. We are grateful for ED Fore’s supportive remarks and for UNICEF’s ongoing work to make 
ending violence against children a top priority… 
 
 
CONCORD  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/ 
Latest News and Events 
The new EU Commission – is it actually good news for Sustainable Development? 
by Newsroom | Sep 12, 2019 
   On Tuesday, Ursula von der Leyen, President-elect of the European Commission, announced the 
different portfolios and Commissioners-designate for the future College of Commissioners. CONCORD 
Europe recognises that the new architecture is based on strong political intentions but has concerns 
about how sustainable development will realistically be implemented throughout the different 
portfolios. 
 
 
The Elders  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://theelders.org/news-media 
Selected Press Releases and Major Announcements 
Opinion 
Graça Machel: Why Africa must move from fossil fuels to a clean energy revolution 
13 Sep 2019 
   Writing in TIME, Graca Machel asserts that Africa can be the launchpad for a green-energy 
revolution, but only if governments are more assertive in pushing for clean energy and climate action. 
Climate Change 
 
Speech 
True democracy implies solidarity with those to whom it is denied 
12 Sep 2019 
   Graça Machel calls on all sections of African society to assert the power of collective action in 
supporting democratic values and peaceful transitions across the continent. 
Ethical Leadership, Refugees & Migration 
 
 
Evidence Aid   [to 14 Sep 2019] 

https://childfundalliance.org/
https://childfundalliance.org/news-and-views/in-the-news/480-statement-of-childfund-alliance-second-regular-session-of-the-unicef-executive-board-12-september-2019-agenda-item-8
https://childfundalliance.org/news-and-views/in-the-news/480-statement-of-childfund-alliance-second-regular-session-of-the-unicef-executive-board-12-september-2019-agenda-item-8
http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/
https://concordeurope.org/blog/2019/09/12/reaction-ec-nomination-2019/
http://theelders.org/news-media
https://theelders.org/news/graca-machel-why-africa-must-move-fossil-fuels-clean-energy-revolution
https://theelders.org/news/true-democracy-implies-solidarity-those-whom-it-denied


   

  

http://www.evidenceaid.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gavi [to 14 Sep 2019] 
https://www.gavi.org/ 
Latest news 
Gavi receives the 2019 Lasker~Bloomberg Public Service Award 
Award given for saving millions of lives by providing sustained access to childhood vaccines around the 
globe 
10 September 2019  
{See Milestones above for detail] 
 
Vaccine Manufacturer GS1 Compliance 
09 September 2019 
   Starting 1 October 2019, for vaccine tenders backed by Gavi financing issued by UNICEF, it will be a 
requirement to have GS1 barcoding on the secondary packaging by latest 31 December 2021. 
 
 
Global Fund  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/ 
Updates 
General Assembly of the United Nations 74th Session  
09 September 2019 
 
Updates 
Global Fund Strategic Review 2020  
09 September 2019 
…The Global Fund seeks qualified consultants/firms/consortia to perform the review, starting in 
October 2019. Detailed information and instructions are in the request for proposals TGF-19-076 [ 
download in English ] . The closing date is 4 October 2019. 
 
 
Hilton Prize Coalition [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/ 
9/11/2019  Blog,  
Supporting Rapid Needs Assessments in Venezuela: HPC Fellow, Mary Dimitrov 
 
 
ICVA - International Council of Voluntary Agencies   [to 14 Sep 2019] 
https://icvanetwork.org/ 
Latest resources, events, content 
ICVA Bulletin July and August 2019 English  
September, 2019 
 
ICVA Annual Conference 2020 Concept Note  
August, 2019 
 

http://www.evidenceaid.org/
https://www.gavi.org/
https://www.gavi.org/library/news/press-releases/2019/gavi-receives-the-2019-lasker~bloomberg-public-service-award/
https://www.gavi.org/library/news/statements/2019/vaccine-manufacturer-gs1-compliance/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/updates/other-updates/2019-09-09-general-assembly-of-the-united-nations-74th-session/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/updates/other-updates/2019-09-09-global-fund-strategic-review-2020/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/media/8729/solicitation_tgf-19-076_rfp_en.zip
https://www.theglobalfund.org/media/8729/solicitation_tgf-19-076_rfp_en.zip?u=637036384950000000
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/
https://prizecoalition.charity.org/supporting-rapid-needs-assessments-in-venezuela-hpc-fellow-mary-dimitrov/
https://prizecoalition.charity.org/supporting-rapid-needs-assessments-in-venezuela-hpc-fellow-mary-dimitrov/
https://icvanetwork.org/
https://www.icvanetwork.org/resources/icva-bulletin-july-and-august-2019-english
https://www.icvanetwork.org/resources/icva-annual-conference-2020-concept-note


   

  

 
InterAction  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://www.interaction.org/ 
Latest Updates 
Challenges to Civil Society  
International Day of Democracy 
Luci Meade  
Sep 13, 2019  
 
Blog Post  
InterAction Welcomes New Director of Public Policy and Government Affairs 
InterAction  
Sep 12, 2019  
   We are pleased to announce that Jennifer Marron has been selected to join InterAction as the new 
Director of Public Policy and Government Affairs. In this role, Marron will lead InterAction’s team that 
shapes and coordinates coalition policy and advocacy efforts related to the U.S. government. 
 
:::::: 
 
3ie  International Initiative for Impact Evaluation [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://www.3ieimpact.org/ 
Latest Publications 
Economic self-help group programmes for improving women’s empowerment  
Systematic review summary 3ie 2019   homas De Hoop, Carinne Brody, Stuti Tripathi, Martina 
Vojtkova, Ruby Warnock 
   This report summarises a systematic review by Brody and colleagues on the impacts of women’s 
economic self-help groups on their political, economic, social and psychological empowerment… 
 
   … Following a systematic search of almost 3,500 records in published and grey literature, a total of 
23 quantitative and 11 qualitative studies were included in the final analysis. Of the 34 included 
studies, 26 focused on SHGs in South Asia, primarily in India (19 studies) but also in Bangladesh (7 
studies) and Nepal (1 study). One study estimated the impact of an SHG in East Asia (Thailand), two 
examined perspectives of SHG members in Latin America and the Caribbean (Bolivia and Haiti) and two 
focused on SHGs in Sub-Saharan Africa (Ethiopia and South Africa).  
 
The evidence indicates that SHGs have positive effects on three dimensions of women’s empowerment. 
On average, women were more economically empowered – that is, they had better access to, 
ownership of and control over resources – as a result of participation in SHGs than non-participants. 
Female participants also showed higher mobility, so were more socially empowered than non-
participants. In addition, SHG members were more able to exert control over decision-making about 
the family size of the household, but only if the SHGs included a training component. Female SHG 
members were also more able to participate in decision-making focused on access to resources, rights 
and entitlements within communities, hence were more politically empowered… 
 
Using evidence to improve pollution regulation in India  
Evidence use Brief 3ie 2019  

http://www.interaction.org/
https://www.interaction.org/blog/international-day-of-democracy/
https://www.interaction.org/blog/international-day-of-democracy/
https://www.interaction.org/staff/luci-meade/
https://www.interaction.org/blog/interaction-welcomes-new-director-of-public-policy-and-government-affairs/
https://www.interaction.org/blog/interaction-welcomes-new-director-of-public-policy-and-government-affairs/
http://www.3ieimpact.org/
https://www.3ieimpact.org/evidence-hub/publications/systematic-review-summaries/economic-self-help-group-programmes-improving
https://www.3ieimpact.org/evidence-hub/publications/evidence-use/using-evidence-improve-pollution-regulation-india


   

  

   This brief describes how a supportive policy context, strong relationships and wide engagement with 
decision-makers helped rigorous evaluation findings spur evidence-informed innovation in regulating 
industrial pollution. 
 
 
CHS Alliance  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://chsalliance.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Development Initiatives   [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://devinit.org/news/ 
Newa 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action 
(ALNAP)     [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://www.alnap.org/ 
Event 
ALNAP 32nd Annual Meeting 
15 – 16 October 2019  
Relevant for whom? Responding to diverse perspectives and priorities in humanitarian action  
Berlin, Germany  
 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre 
LATEST PRESS RELEASES 
DEC announces Nick Waring as new Director of Finance and Resources  
11/09/2019  
 
 
EHLRA/R2HC   [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Groupe URD   [to 14 Sep 2019] 
https://www.urd.org/en/news/ 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Humanitarian Studies Association  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
https://ihsa.info/ 
No new digest content identified. 

http://chsalliance.org/
http://devinit.org/news/
http://www.alnap.org/
https://www.alnap.org/upcoming-events/annual-meetings/alnap-32nd-annual-meeting
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre
https://www.dec.org.uk/press-release/dec-announces-nick-waring-as-new-director-of-finance-and-resources
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/
https://www.urd.org/en/news/
https://ihsa.info/


   

  

 
 
INEE – an international network for education in emergencies   [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://www.ineesite.org/en/news 
News 
UNHCR, UNICEF and IOM urge European states to boost education for refugee and migrant 
children  
11 September 2019  
   Three UN agencies are calling on European States to increase resources and practical support for 
their school systems to ensure all refugee, asylum-seeking and migrant children can access and stay in 
quality education. 
 
 
Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP)  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
https://phap.org/ 
Association news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Sphere  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
https://www.spherestandards.org/news-and-events/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Start Network [to 14 Sep 2019] 
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs 
News and Blog 
A Start Fund rapid response to flooding in Myanmar 
by Fatima Khonat  
12 Sep 19  
   Heavy torrential rains during Myanmar’s monsoon season have battered the country over the last few 
weeks, during times in which water levels are already high as part of seasonal changes. These 
intensified rains - the result of a cyclone forming over the Bay of Bengal - have exacerbated the 
severity of the floods, forcing more than 80,000 people across the country to leave their homes and 
find safe havens - in make-shelters, with relatives, or at evacuation sites. The southern provinces Bago, 
Kayin, and Mon, have been hit the hardest, with over 60,000 people displaced (source: UNOCHA). 
 
How much insurance should a humanitarian agency buy? 
by  Emily Montier   
12 Sep 19  
   In this blog we talk about how insurance can offer potential in improving the predictability and 
timeliness of humanitarian financing, but that it is best used alongside other instruments like 
contingency funds. We discuss some of the lessons learnt in trying to put this into practice. 
Over the past two years the Start Network has been implementing an innovative pilot, the Africa Risk 
Capacity (ARC) Replica initiative, that involves the purchase of an insurance policy by humanitarian 
partners (Start Network and World Food Programme). It is funded by the German Government and 
replicates the government’s own policy to protect against drought. 

http://www.ineesite.org/en/news
https://inee.org/news/unhcr-unicef-and-iom-urge-european-states-boost-education-refugee-and-migrant-children
https://inee.org/news/unhcr-unicef-and-iom-urge-european-states-boost-education-refugee-and-migrant-children
https://phap.org/
https://www.spherestandards.org/news-and-events/
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs/start-fund-rapid-response-flooding-myanmar
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs/how-much-insurance-should-humanitarian-agency-buy
https://startnetwork.org/arc-replica
https://startnetwork.org/arc-replica


   

  

   One of the most exciting aspects of this pilot is that the insurance policy is based on pre-agreed 
triggers. This means money can be pre-positioned and released at the first signs of a drought, 
providing fast funding, at scale, for pre-planned early action to mitigate the impact on the most 
vulnerable communities. The idea is to prevent losses and save costs. 
    This is a significant improvement on the current ‘pass the hat’ system of trying to convince donors to 
allocate timely funding during droughts, but it also has its own challenges.  Insurance is only cost-
effective for severe events (that require lots of funding) but don’t tend to happen very often.  
In this blog we talk about how insurance can offer potential in improving the predictability and 
timeliness of humanitarian financing, but that it is best used alongside other instruments like 
contingency funds. We discuss some of the lessons learnt in trying to put this into practice. 
Over the past two years the Start Network has been implementing an innovative pilot, the Africa Risk 
Capacity (ARC) Replica initiative, that involves the purchase of an insurance policy by humanitarian 
partners (Start Network and World Food Programme). It is funded by the German Government and 
replicates the government’s own policy to protect against drought. 
   One of the most exciting aspects of this pilot is that the insurance policy is based on pre-agreed 
triggers. This means money can be pre-positioned and released at the first signs of a drought, 
providing fast funding, at scale, for pre-planned early action to mitigate the impact on the most 
vulnerable communities. The idea is to prevent losses and save costs. 
   This is a significant improvement on the current ‘pass the hat’ system of trying to convince donors to 
allocate timely funding during droughts, but it also has its own challenges.  Insurance is only cost-
effective for severe events (that require lots of funding) but don’t tend to happen very often… 
 
 
Brookings 
http://www.brookings.edu/ 
Accessed 14 Sep 2019 
Latest Research 
Global Trade  
A WTO reform agenda 
Joshua P. Meltzer 
Thursday, September 12, 2019  
 
Global Trade  
How global cities are innovating to leverage foreign investment 
Max Bouchet, Rachel Barker, and Marek Gootman 
September 11, 2019  
 
Immigration  
How states can improve America’s immigration system 
John Hudak and Christine Stenglein 
Tuesday, September 10, 2019  
 
 
Center for Global Development    [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center 
September 13, 2019 
Building on Digital ID for Inclusive Services: Lessons from India 

https://startnetwork.org/arc-replica
https://startnetwork.org/arc-replica
http://www.brookings.edu/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/a-wto-reform-agenda/
https://www.brookings.edu/experts/joshua-p-meltzer/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/how-global-cities-are-innovating-to-leverage-foreign-investment/
https://www.brookings.edu/author/max-bouchet/
https://www.brookings.edu/author/rachel-barker/
https://www.brookings.edu/experts/marek-gootman/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/how-states-can-improve-americas-immigration-system/
https://www.brookings.edu/experts/john-hudak/
https://www.brookings.edu/author/christine-m-stenglein/
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/building-digital-id-inclusive-services-lessons-india


   

  

India has emerged as a leader in building on its biometric digital ID to reform service and program 
delivery. It moved quickly to consolidate the rollout of Aadhaar, and then to embed the unique Aadhaar 
number into program databases. A range of applications, including digital signature and payments, was 
then constructed on top of the Aadhaar foundation (the India Stack). Together with partners, the 
Center for Global Development is analyzing the effects of Aadhaar-based reforms. The three programs 
we discuss below highlight achievements as well as challenges that need to be overcome for greater 
efficiency and inclusion. 
Alan Gelb and Anit Mukherjee  
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
September 12, 2019 
The Political Economy of Testing in Latin America and Sub-Saharan Africa 
Most countries in sub-Saharan Africa have not implemented testing of children’s learning that can be 
benchmarked regionally or globally, in contrast to almost all countries in Latin America. Our analysis of 
the political economy of cross-national learning measurement in Latin America suggests that 
policymakers perceive the risks of exposing their education system’s performance by joining cross-
national assessments, but they also value the quality of the data generated, the strengthening of 
domestic technical capacity, and the political benefits in using comparative results to argue for reforms 
or to advertise progress. 
Barbara Bruns , Maryam Akmal and Nancy Birdsall  
 
 
CSIS  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
https://www.csis.org/ 
Selected Reports 
Report 
Energy Spheres of Influence 
September 13, 2019 | Sarah Ladislaw, Nikos Tsafos Sarah Ladislaw and Nikos Tsafos explore the 
changing nature of energy competition and geopolitics and what it means for the future of global 
energy markets and U.S. policy?  
 
Report 
Does the United States Renegotiate Its Trade Agreements after They Are Signed? 
September 12, 2019 | William Alan Reinsch As Congress and USTR exchange proposals on altering 
USCMA, which may require renegotiating aspects of the agreement, the CSIS Scholl Chair investigates 
the history of renegotiating signed free trade agreements and outlines past examples for current policy 
makers.  
 
Report 
Engaging with India’s Electrification Agenda: Powering Assam 
September 10, 2019 | Stephen J. Naimoli, Kartikeya Singh The CSIS U.S.-India State and Urban 
Initiative explores opportunities to engage with Assam on building capacity in its power sector.  
 
Report 
The Era of the Gas Mega-Players 
September 10, 2019 | Nikos Tsafos 
CSIS energy expert Nikos Tsafos examines how the emergence of four mega players will reshape 
global gas markets and geopolitics.  
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Report 
Human Rights in a Shifting Landscape: Recommendations for Congress 
September 9, 2019 | Amy K. Lehr, Michael J. Green, Victor Cha, Jon B. Alterman, Judd Devermont, 
Sara M. Allinder, Melissa Dalton, Mark L. Schneider, Erol Yayboke  
As authoritarianism rises, human rights are under attack around the world. To address these 
challenges, stronger U.S. leadership is needed. This compendium identifies opportunities for Congress 
to support human rights, from the varied perspectives of CSIS experts.  
 
Report 
China and the United States: Cooperation, Competition, and/or Conflict 
September 9, 2019 | Anthony H. Cordesman  
This CSIS report examines China’s economic and military development so far, and where it is likely to 
go, in order to provide a full strategic picture for future cooperation, competition, and/ conflict with 
China.  
 
 
ODI   [to 14 Sep 2019] 
https://www.odi.org/  
Selected Press Releases & Reports 
Member states not coming clean on fossil fuel subsidies despite EU regulation, study finds 
Press release | 9 September 2019 
   Five EU countries are looking to introduce new fossil fuel subsidies by 2030, analysis of the 28 
member states’ draft energy and climate plans reveals 
 
An agenda for Europe in the world  
Briefing papers | September 2019 | Luca Barana, Damien Barchiche, Steffen Bauer, Julian Bergmann, 
San Bilal, Bruce Byiers, Clara Brandi, Daniele Fattibene, Matthias Deneckere, Mark Furness, Christine 
Hackenesch, Volker Hauck Alexei Jones, Niels Keijzer, Hanne Knaepen, Anna Knoll, Gabriela Iacobuta, 
Geert Laporte, Julia Leininger, Giulia Maci, Marcus Manuel, Alfonso Medinilla, Maximiliano Mendez-
Parra, Asli Okyay, Anja Palm, Alina Rocha Menocal, Emma Samman, Nicolo Sartori, Benjamin Schraven, 
Andrew Scott, Lola Vallejo, Julie Vaille, Jan Vanheukelom, Bernardo Venturi, Sean Woolfrey 
   Sharing concrete proposals for the new EU leadership, focusing on nine key domains where the EU 
can make a difference. 
 
The Wilton Park agenda on adapting to transboundary climate risk 
Briefing papers | September 2019 | Magnus Benzie, Katy Harris, Kevin M. Adams, Richard J.T. Klein, 
Rebecca Nadin, Erin Roberts, Sarah Opitz-Stapleton, Lola Vallejo, Alexandre K. Magnan 
   On 13–15 March 2019, ODI, SEI and IDDRI convened international stakeholders to discuss the 
emerging topic of transboundary climate risk. 
 
Fossil fuel subsidies in draft EU National Energy and Climate Plans 
Working and discussion papers | September 2019 | Laurie van der Burg, Markus Trilling, Ipek Gencsu 
   This report reviews the information provided on fossil fuel subsidies in the draft National Energy and 
Climate Plans. 
  
 
Urban Institute   [to 14 Sep 2019] 
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https://www.urban.org/publications 
September 13, 2019  
A Typology for Analyzing Coverage Gains by State: 2013-2017  
This brief explores state variation in health insurance coverage changes during implementation of the 
primary health insurance coverage reforms of the Affordable Care Act (ACA) using data from the 2013 
and 2017 American Community Survey. We summarize this state variation using a typology that groups 
states according to their pre-ACA uninsurance levels, Medicaid expansion status, and efforts to 
encourage marketplace enrollment 
John Holahan, Caroline Elmendorf, Linda J. Blumberg, Laura Skopec 
September 13, 2019  
Brief 
  
Mobilizing Youth: Engaging Young People in Making Community Change  
Youth are valuable assets to their communities; however, they are often left out of decisionmaking and 
go unheard. Local organizations in the National Neighborhood Indicators Partnership are taking 
innovative approaches to introducing youth to the power of data and ways to leverage information to 
advocate for the change they want in their communities. They demonstrate the range of ways to 
support youth voices—from training  
Camille H. Anoll 
September 13, 2019  
Brief 
  
The Cost and Adequacy of Teacher Pensions in Texas  
To improve the finances of the Teacher Retirement System of Texas, which serves almost 1.5 million 
workers and retirees, Texas Governor Greg Abbott signed legislation in spring 2019 that gradually 
raises plan contributions by the state, school districts, and employees. Additional contribution hikes 
may be necessary to close the plan’s funding gap, however, if optimistic actuarial and investment 
assumptions about the future fail  
Erald Kolasi, Richard W. Johnson 
September 13, 2019  
Research Report 
  
Raising the Minimum Wage in New Jersey: Implications for Earnings and Medicaid 
Eligibility and Enrollment  
New Jersey has enacted an incremental minimum-wage increase from $8.85 in 2019 to $15 by 2024. 
Though some workers could lose Medicaid eligibility under the wage increase, our findings suggest loss 
of Medicaid eligibility and coverage will likely be small relative to the number of workers likely to 
experience a wage increase. We find this minimum-wage increase would raise earnings for 810,000 
nondisabled citizen workers in New  
Anuj Gangopadhyaya, Jennifer M. Haley, Fredric Blavin, Genevieve M. Kenney 
September 12, 2019  
Brief 
  
How Working Families Are Affected by Restricting Broad-Based Categorical Eligibility for 
SNAP  
If the administration’s proposed changes to broad-based categorical eligibility (BBCE) in the 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) are implemented, about 1.3 million people in 
working families would no longer meet SNAP’s income test, and724,000 people would not pass its 
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asset test. This means a little more than 2 million people in working families would lose access to an 
average monthly SNAP benefit of $150 per  
Elaine Waxman, Nathan Joo 
September 12, 2019  
Brief 
  
How Households with Seniors and Adults with Disabilities Are Affected by Restricting 
Broad-Based Categorical Eligibility for SNAP  
If the administration’s proposed changes to broad-based categorical eligibility in the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) are implemented, about 434,000 people in households with a 
senior would no longer meet SNAP’s income test, and 323,000 would not pass its asset test. These 
people would lose access to an average monthly SNAP benefit of $68 per household, reducing benefits 
by over $42 million annually. About 231,  
Elaine Waxman, Nathan Joo 
September 12, 2019  
Brief 
  
How Households with Children Are Affected by Restricting Broad-Based Categorical 
Eligibility for SNAP  
If the administration’s proposed changes to broad-based categorical eligibility in the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) are implemented, 1.1 million people in households with children 
would no longer meet SNAP’s income test, and 1 million would live in households no longer passing its 
asset test. This means over 2 million people in households with children would lose access to an 
average monthly SNAP benefit of $  
Elaine Waxman, Nathan Joo 
September 12, 2019  
Brief 
  
"Everyone Should Have Their Own Choice"  
Half of all pregnancies in the United States are unplanned. Women faced with an unplanned pregnancy 
might consider parenting, adoption, and abortion. Currently, access to abortion is under threat in the 
United States, with many states implementing bans on abortions using particular methods or after a 
certain point in pregnancy, bans based on the reason a person is seeking an abortion, and policies 
designed to force clinics that  
Rebecca Peters, Brigette Courtot, Sarah Benatar, Sophia Yin 
September 12, 2019  
Brief 
  
Despite Recent Improvement, One in Six Children Lived in a Family with Problems Paying 
Medical Bills in 2017  
Between 2013 and 2017, the share of children whose families had problems paying medical bills 
declined by 20 percent, but one in six children (an estimated 13.0 million) still lived in a family with 
problems paying medical bills in 2017. Low-income children were more likely than higher-income 
children to live in families with problems paying medical bills, and four in five low-income children in 
families with such problems had  
Jennifer M. Haley, Stacey McMorrow, Genevieve M. Kenney 
September 11, 2019  
Brief 
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Data-Driven State Refugee Programs  
State Refugee Coordinators (SRCs) oversee a portfolio of programs and services for refugees and other 
humanitarian entrants. This Toolkit provides ideas for SRCs to strengthen their ability to gather and use 
data to understand how programs are functioning and how clients are faring. We offer lessons from 
leading SRCs on how to leverage data from required reporting forms, design and build integrated 
databases, and deploy other  
Hamutal Bernstein, Molly M. Scott, Ian Hecker, Jessica Shakesprere 
September 11, 2019  
Research Report 
  
NNIP Partners Support a Complete Census Count in 2020  
The partner organizations in the National Neighborhood Indicators Partnership are playing a crucial role 
in providing support for a complete count in the 2020 Census. The stakes are high because the census 
determines the political representation and federal funding for localities. All Partners are embedded in 
communities as trusted collaborators and plan to participate in 2020 Census efforts. They are 
leveraging their knowledge  
Olivia Arena 
September 10, 2019  
Fact Sheet 
  
Investor Responsiveness to Capital Gains Taxes During the Great Recession  
This paper uses a large panel of transaction-level capital asset sales data to investigate whether tax 
responsiveness varies with economic conditions. We estimate the tax elasticity associated with a large 
notch in the capital gains tax schedule, when the tax treatment changes from higher, ordinary income 
tax rates to lower, preferential tax rates. We estimate this elasticity for each year from 2007 to 2012. 
Surprisingly, these  
Timothy Dowd, Robert McClelland, Jacob A. Mortenson 
September 10, 2019  
Research Report 
  
 
World Economic Forum    [to 14 Sep 2019] 
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/ 
Media 
World Economic Forum Announces Co-Chairs of 3rd Sustainable Development Impact 
Summit  
News 13 Sep 2019  
 
Five New Technologies that Can Prevent Everything from Fraud to Future Financial Shocks  
News 12 Sep 2019  
 

 
*                      *                       *                        * 
 

:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will primarily monitor press/media releases announcing key initiatives and new research from a 
growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, humanitarian 
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response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended to be exhaustive, but 
indicative.  
 
 

Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 14 Sep 2019] 
https://alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Blue Meridian Partners [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/ 
Blue Meridian Partners is a new capital aggregation collaboration that plans to invest at least $1 billion 
in high-performance nonprofits that are poised to have truly national impact for economically 
disadvantaged children and youth.  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Annie E. Casey Foundation   [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clinton Foundation  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements 
Press Release  
September 12, 2019  
President Bill Clinton and President George W. Bush discuss leadership and finding 
common ground in new episode of Clinton Foundation podcast 
 
Press Release  
September 10, 2019  
Clinton Foundation expands partnership with Africa Improved Foods (AIF) to reduce 
hunger and support livelihoods in Malawi and Rwanda 
 
 
Co Impact   [to 14 Sep 2019] 
www.co-impact.io 
Co-Impact is a global philanthropic collaborative for systems change focused on improving the lives of 
millions of people around the world. 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Ford Foundation  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://www.fordfoundation.org/?filter=News 
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News   9 September 2019  
Mourning the loss of Marca Bristo  
We are deeply saddened by the death of Marca Bristo, a legendary disability rights advocate and a 
grantee of the foundation. 
 
 
J. Paul Getty Trust  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://news.getty.edu/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 14 Sep 2019] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press 
GHIT was set up in 2012 with the aim of developing new tools to tackle infectious diseases that 
devastate the world’s poorest people. Other funders include six Japanese pharmaceutical  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

Grameen Foundation    [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://www.grameenfoundation.org/news-events/press-room 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/  
Latest Updates  
Can African think tanks help strengthen government use of data and evidence? We think 
so.   
Global Development and Population  
By  Sarah Lucas  
September 13, 2019  
   With so much excitement around Africa Evidence Week, a cross-country virtual and live bonanza of 
Evidence Informed Decision-making (#EIDM) hosted by the Africa Evidence Network and dozens of 
partners, I couldn’t help but jump in. 
   Through the outpouring of videos, webinars, events, blogs and #AfricaEvidenceWeek tweets we 
have met emerging evidence leaders; learned about evidence gap maps, evidence syntheses and 
research repositories; seen evidence champions in action in Ghana and Nigeria; and heard about 
specific cases of evidence informing policy in water and sanitation, education and health… 
 
 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
Our News 
Message from Peter Laugharn: Recognizing Innovative Solutions to Support Refugees in 
Greece 
September 9, 2019 By Peter Laugharn  
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IKEA Foundation    [to 14 Sep 2019] 
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 14 Sep 2019] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news 
News 
Institute Sep 12 2019  
HHMI Awards $1.4 Million Each to 15 Hanna Gray Fellows to Support Diversity in Science 
HHMI announces the selection of 15 exceptional early career scientists as 2019 Hanna Gray Fellows to 
support diversity in biomedical research. The 2020 Hanna H. Gray Fellows Program competition is now 
open. Applications are due on January 8, 2020.  
 
 
Kaiser Family Foundation  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
https://www.kff.org/search/?post_type=press-release 
September 12, 2019 News Release  
Health Policy Resources for Covering the Democratic Presidential Primary Debates 
A collection of key health policy resources for journalists covering the Democratic presidential primary 
debates.  
 
September 12, 2019 News Release  
Poll: Most Democrats Prefer a Presidential Candidate Who Wants to Build on the 
Affordable Care Act 
The latest KFF Health Tracking Poll probes Democrats’ views about the general approaches to 
expanding health coverage and lowering costs put forward by the candidates. Most Democrats and 
Democratic-leaning independents (55%) say they prefer a candidate who would build on the Affordable 
Care Act to achieve those goals. Fewer (40%)… 
 
September 10, 2019 News Release  
Private Insurers Are Expected to Pay a Record of At least $1.3 Billion in Rebates to 
Consumers Beginning in September for Excessive Premiums Relative to Health Care 
Expenses 
Private insurance companies are expecting to pay out a record of at least $1.3 billion in rebates to 
consumers this fall based on their share of premium revenues devoted to health care expenses in 
recent years, surpassing the previous record high of $1.1 billion in 2012, according to a new… 
 
 
Kellogg Foundation  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
https://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media 
Selected Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Aga Khan Foundation   [to 14 Sep 2019] 
https://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation 
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13 September 2019 
Aga Khan highlights architecture’s potential to inspire dialogue  
 
 
MacArthur Foundation  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://www.macfound.org/ 
September 12, 2019 | Press Release  
Cecilia Muñoz Joins MacArthur Board  
   Cecilia Muñoz, Vice President for Public Interest Technology and Local Initiatives at New America, 
was elected in June to serve on the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur's Board of Directors. She will 
join the Board at its September 17, 2019 meeting. 
 
 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation   [to 14 Sep 2019] 

https://mellon.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation [to 14 Sep 2019] 
https://www.moore.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Open Society Foundations  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/newsroom 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://www.packard.org/news/ 
News 
Packard Foundation Joins 25 Philanthropic Leaders in Commitment to California 
Communities in Light of Public Charge Final Rule 
   …The rule has now been finalized and is scheduled to go into effect on October 15. 
Historically, the Packard Foundation has sought ensure that all children birth through five have secure, 
promising futures. We have worked to secure early childhood education for children across California, 
and to reduce the numbers of uninsured children across the nation. However, the chilling effect from 
this “public charge” rule will mean fewer children and families accessing the health, food, and 
necessary benefits they need to thrive, with an ultimately devastating impact on children, their families, 
and their communities. This rule contradicts the values we are devoted to as an organization and the 
work our grantees undertake in our local communities, throughout California, and around the country. 
   We have therefore joined 25 other philanthropic leaders in signing a letter urging the entire 
community of philanthropy in California to join us in our recommitment to creating the inclusive 
California we know is possible, and to support advocacy and direct services organizations fighting to 
create safe and thriving communities across our state in the face of this new “public charge” rule. 
Together, we can help create the California we know is possible… 
    Letter: https://www.packard.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/FINAL-Public-Charge-Letter-.pdf 
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Pew Charitable Trusts  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room 
Event 
September 13, 2019 
The Federal-State Fiscal Relationship in Times of Recession: Planning Ahead by Looking 
Back 
 
Press Releases & Statements 
September 12, 2019  
Management of Transshipment in Western, Central Pacific Needs Reform 
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/ 
The Latest 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/  
Latest News Releases, Blog Posts, Reports 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Science Philanthropy Alliance   [to 14 Sep 2019] 
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/ 
“…a group of organizations working together to increase philanthropic support for basic scientific 
research on a global basis…” 
September 9, 2019 
The Brinson Foundation, Ross M. Brown Foundation, and Sergey Brin Family Foundation 
Join the Science Philanthropy Alliance  
 
 
SDG Philanthropy Platform 
http://sdgfunders.org/ 
SDG Philanthropy Platform is a collaboration between philanthropy and the greater international 
development community led by Foundation Center, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
and Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, and supported by the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, Ford 
Foundation and the MasterCard Foundation, the Brach Family Foundation, and other key organizations 
such as Asociación de Fundaciones Empresariales (AFE) in Colombia, Brach Family Charitable 
Foundation, CAF America, Council on Foundations, East Africa Association of Grantmakers (EAAG), 
European Foundation Centre, Filantropi Indonesia (FI), GlobalGiving, The Humanitarian Forum, World 
Congress of Muslim Philanthropists, and Worldwide Initiatives for Grantmaker Support (WINGS). 
Selected Announcements 
12th Convergences World Forum: Inequalities – Transitions - Solutions 
5-9-2019 to 6-9-201 
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   The 12th edition of the Convergences World Forum will take place on September 5&6 at the Palais 
Brongniart in Paris. More than 5,000 attendees and speakers from the business, solidarity, government, 
academic and media will gather to share ideas and build solutions around the theme “Inequalities – 
Transitions - Solutions”. 
   Over the past 10 years, the Convergences World Forum became a unique meeting place for the 
public sector, private companies, civil society, and the media. It is an unmissable event for all actors 
committed to sustainable development and fighting poverty, that gathers emblematic personalities and 
international experts. 
   The Convergences World Forum consists of 2 days of inspiration and debate, workshops and 
networking time to share ideas and initiatives to co-construct a fair and sustainable world… 
 
 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
https://sloan.org/about/press  
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
Opinion | 11 September 2019  
How can we improve equity in science education?  
by Anita Krishnamurthi  
 
Opinion | 11 September 2019  
The generosity of 500,000 healthy volunteers could help us all  
by Sara Marshall  
 
Opinion | 10 September 2019  
Why we need to reimagine how we do research 
 by Jeremy Farrar  
The emphasis on excellence in the research system is stifling diverse thinking and positive behaviours. 
As a community we can rethink our approach to research culture. 
 
Opinion | 10 September 2019  
Why are we seeing spikes in measles compared to other infectious diseases?  
by Charlie Weller  
 

:::::: 
 
Foundation Center  [to 14 Sep 2019 
http://foundationcenter.org/about-us/press-room 
September 12, 2019  
New Website and Report Increases Hope for Philanthropic Investment in Native 
Communities  
   Los Angeles, CA and New York, NY — September 12, 2019. Native Americans in Philanthropy and 
Candid have launched a first of its kind website, Investing in Native Communities, to encourage greater 
philanthropic funding and support to Native communities in the U.S. The free site, the only go-to hub 
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for funding data, research, history, and other resources, provides funders the crucial information they 
need to best support Native communities and causes… 
 
 
Council on Foundations  [to 14 Sep 2019] 
https://www.cof.org/newsroom 
Newsroom 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
*                       *                       *                        * 
 
 

:: Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in human 
rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be exhaustive. We will 
add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon recommendation from 
readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content but note that successful access 
to some of the articles and other content may require subscription or other access arrangement unique 
to the publisher. Please suggest additional journals you feel warrant coverage. 
 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
September 2019 Volume 47, Issue 9, p1039-1160  
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
September 2019 Volume 57, Issue 3, p293-428  
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
September 2019  109(9) 
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
Volume 101, Issue 3, 2019  
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/14761645/101/3 
Articles 
Epidemic Situation of Tuberculosis in Prisons in the Central Region of China  
Yeqing Tong, Shunli Jiang, Xuhua Guan, Shuanyi Hou, Kun Cai, Yemeng Tong, Li Cai, Jiafa Liu and 
Qing Lu  
https://doi.org/10.4269/ajtmh.18-0987  
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Associations between Public Awareness, Local Precipitation, and Cholera in Yemen in 2017  
Shi Zhao, Salihu S. Musa, Jing Qin and Daihai He  
https://doi.org/10.4269/ajtmh.18-1016  
 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
3 September 2019 Vol: 171, Issue 5  
http://annals.org/aim/issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed 14 Sep 2019) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Global Health 
July 2019 - Volume 4 - 4 
https://gh.bmj.com/content/4/4 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 14 Sep 2019) 
Research article 
  |   14 September 2019  
Lessons from a training needs assessment to strengthen the capacity of routine 
immunization service providers in Nigeria  
Health workers (HWs) providing routine immunization (RI) services play a crucial role in influencing 
vaccine uptake, a key determinant of improved immunization coverage. Over the years, Training Needs 
Assessme... 
Authors: Linda Arogundade, Titilola Akinwumi, Shola Molemodile, Ebubechi Nwaononiwu, Joshua Ezika, 
Inuwa Yau and Chizoba Wonodi 
 
 
BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 14 Sep 2019) 
Research article 
Vaccination uptake among Australian early childhood education staff: assessing 
perceptions, behaviours and workplace practices  
Early Childhood Education Centre (ECEC) staff are strongly recommended to receive several 
immunizations including influenza and pertussis. However, evidence regarding the uptake is either old 
or lacking across...  
Authors: Holly Seale, Stephanie Dwyer, Alamgir Kabir and Rajneesh Kaur 
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Citation: BMC Infectious Diseases 2019 19:805  
Published on: 14 September 2019 
 
 
BMC Medical Ethics  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 
(Accessed 14 Sep 2019)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Medicine 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content 
(Accessed 14 Sep 2019)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content 
(Accessed 14 Sep 2019) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Public Health 
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles 
(Accessed 14 Sep 2019) 
Research article 
Hepatitis B vaccination coverage across India: exploring the spatial heterogeneity and 
contextual determinants  
Although hepatitis B vaccinations have been integrated in the Universal Immunization Program (UIP) in 
India over a decade, only half of the children are immunized against hepatitis B. The national average 
in h...  
Authors: Junaid Khan, Apurba Shil and Sanjay K. Mohanty 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2019 19:1263  
Published on: 12 September 2019 
 
 
BMC Research Notes  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content 
(Accessed 14 Sep 2019) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Open 
August 2019 - Volume 9 - 8 
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Bulletin of the World Health Organization  
Volume 97, Number 9, September 2019, 581-644 
https://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/97/9/en/ 
[New issue; no relevant digest content identified] 
 
 
Child Care, Health and Development  
Volume 45, Issue 5  Pages: 613-771 September 2019 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13652214/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Clinical Therapeutics 
August 2019 Volume 41, Issue 8, p1401-1642  
http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/current 
Drugs and Biologics Update: Artificial Intelligence and Patient-centric Approaches to 
Advance Pharmaceutical Innovation 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Clinical Trials 
Volume 16 Issue 5, October 2019  
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/ctja/16/5 
Ethics 
Risk to bystanders in clinical trials: A symposium 
Nir Eyal 
First Published August 1, 2019; pp. 447–449 
Abstract 
This symposium takes a critical look at the ethics of impact on “bystanders” to clinical research. By that 
we mean study non-participants who nevertheless are at risk of being affected by the study in some 
way. This introduction suggests some questions to consider while reading through the symposium 
contributions, and gives a précis of each. 
 
Policy 
Open science: The open clinical trials data journey 
Frank Rockhold, Christina Bromley, Erin K Wagner, Marc Buyse 
First Published July 26, 2019; pp. 539–546 
Abstract 
Open data sharing and access has the potential to promote transparency and reproducibility in 
research, contribute to education and training, and prompt innovative secondary research. Yet, there 
are many reasons why researchers don’t share their data. These include, among others, time and 
resource constraints, patient data privacy issues, lack of access to appropriate funding, insufficient 
recognition of the data originators’ contribution, and the concern that commercial or academic 
competitors may benefit from analyses based on shared data. Nevertheless, there is a positive interest 
within and across the research and patient communities to create shared data resources. In this 
perspective, we will try to highlight the spectrum of “openness” and “data access” that exists at 
present and highlight the strengths and weakness of current data access platforms, present current 
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examples of data sharing platforms, and propose guidelines to revise current data sharing practices 
going forward. 
 
Transparency and objectivity in governance of clinical trials data sharing: Current practices 
and approaches 
Mahsa Shabani, Mojisola Obasa 
First Published July 26, 2019; pp. 547–551 
Abstract 
Sharing metadata, individual participant data and summary data, as a complement to results 
dissemination and trial registration requirements, is perceived to be advantageous by enabling faster 
and more accurate meta-analyses and reducing the need for additional trials. To date, various models 
of data access have been utilized in order to manage clinical trials data sharing and access in line with 
the rights and interests of sponsors, researchers and patients involved in clinical trials. In order to 
ensure responsible data sharing, the data access review process should be developed in a way that 
ensures fairness, transparency and objectivity. In this article, we critically review some examples of 
current governance models in clinical trials data sharing and suggest approaches to ensure the 
objectivity of the data access review process. 
 
 
Conflict and Health 
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 14 Sep 2019] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Contemporary Clinical Trials 
Volume 83   Pages 1-128 (August 2019) 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/contemporary-clinical-trials/vol/83/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Current Genetic Medicine Reports 
Volume 7, Issue 3, September 2019 
https://link.springer.com/journal/40142/7/3 
Counseling and Testing (C Reiser and C Walton, Section Editors) 
Topical Collection  
Biobanks in the Era of Genomic Data  
Biobank research brings together participants, their samples and data, and researchers to provide a 
productive and efficient resource that advances discovery, prevention, diagnosis, and treatment. This 
mini-review addresses the importance of governance issues regarding consent, privacy and 
confidentiality, data sharing, and return of results in biobanks that utilize genomic sequencing data. 
Juliann Savatt, Cassandra J. Pisieczko, Yanfei Zhang 
 
 
Current Opinion in Infectious Diseases 
October 2019 - Volume 32 - Issue 5  
https://journals.lww.com/co-infectiousdiseases/pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Developing World Bioethics 
Volume 19, Issue 3   Pages: 123-185  September 2019 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14718847/current 
EDITORIAL 
Enlarging bioethics imagination in humanitarian settings 
Debora Diniz 
Pages: 124-125 
First Published: 01 September 2019 
 
ARTICLES 
‘Bioethical Realism’: A Framework for Implementing Universal Research Ethics 
 Implementation of existing ethical guidelines for international collaborative medical and health 
research is still largely controversial in sub‐Saharan Africa for two major reasons: One, they are seen 
as foreign and allegedly inconsistent with what has been described as an ‘African worldview’, hence, 
demand for their strict implementations reeks of ‘bioethical imperialism’. Two, they have other 
discernible inadequacies – lack of sufficient detail, apparent as well as real ambiguities, vagueness and 
contradictions. Similar charges exist(ed) in other non‐Western societies. Consequently, these guidelines 
have been correctly judged as an inadequate response to the complex and ever shifting dilemmas met 
by researchers and research regulators in the field. This paper proposes a framework for effective 
implementation of existing guidelines without much worry about bioethical imperialism and other 
inadequacies… 
John Barugahare 
Pages: 128-138 
First Published: 06 August 2018 
 
Putting placebo‐controlled trials in developing countries to the interpersonal justifiability 
test 
Jamie Webb 
Pages: 139-147 
First Published: 18 September 2018 
 
 
Development in Practice  
Volume 29, Issue 7, 2019 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cdip20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Development Policy Review 
Volume 37, Issue 5  Pages: 579-715  September 2019 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14677679/current 
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https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/disaster-medicine-and-public-health-preparedness/latest-
issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disasters 
Volume 43, Issue 3  Pages: 457-708  July 2019 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
EMBO Reports 
Volume 20  Issue 9    1 September 2019 
https://www.embopress.org/toc/14693178/current 
Opinion  21 August 2019  
The biology of dying democracies 
Ladislav Kovac 
   The current crisis of liberal, secular democracies may have a biological cause: the dichotomy 
between humans’ biological and cultural evolution.  
 
Science & Society  5 August 2019  
Characterizing scientific failure : Putting the replication crisis in context 
Stephan Guttinger, Alan C Love 
  A better understanding of the nature and causes of failure in research could inform policies to 
improve the reproducibility of biomedical research.  
 
 
Emergency Medicine Journal 
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[No new digest content identified] 
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Volume 46, 2019 - Issue 3 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/sfds20/current  
Article 
NGOs, Partnership and Accountability – A Case Study of ActionAid and its Local NGO 
Partners in Nigeria 
Babatunde Olawoore & Palash Kamruzzaman 
Pages: 451-471 
Published online: 07 Jan 2019 
 
 
Genome Medicine 
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[No new digest content identified] 
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Research Article   Global Health Policy 
In Low- And Middle-Income Countries, Is Delivery In High-Quality Obstetric Facilities 
Geographically Feasible? 
Anna D. Gage, Fei Carnes, Jeff Blossom, Jalemba Aluvaala, Archana Amatya, Kishori Mahat, Address 
Malata, Sanam Roder-DeWan, Nana Twum-Danso, Talhiya Yahya, and Margaret E. Kruk 
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Rollins School of Public Health 
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Health Research Policy and Systems 
http://www.health-policy-systems.com/content 
[Accessed 14 Sep 2019] 
Review 
  |   13 September 2019  
The unpredictable journeys of spreading, sustaining and scaling healthcare innovations: a 
scoping review  
Innovation has the potential to improve the quality of care and health service delivery, but maximising 
the reach and impact of innovation to achieve large-scale health system transformation remains 
understudied. Interest is growing in three processes of the innovation journey within health systems, 
namely the spread, sustainability and scale-up (3S) of innovation. Recent reviews examine what we 
know about these processes. However, there is little research on how to support and operationalise the 
3S. This study aims to improve our understanding of the 3S of healthcare innovations 
Authors: Élizabeth Côté-Boileau, Jean-Louis Denis, Bill Callery and Meghan Sabean 
 
 
Human Rights Quarterly 
Volume 41, Number 3, August 2019 

https://www.healthaffairs.org/toc/hlthaff/current
https://www.healthaffairs.org/doi/full/10.1377/hlthaff.2018.05397
https://www.healthaffairs.org/doi/full/10.1377/hlthaff.2018.05397
https://www.healthaffairs.org/author/Gage%2C+Anna+D
https://www.healthaffairs.org/author/Carnes%2C+Fei
https://www.healthaffairs.org/author/Blossom%2C+Jeff
https://www.healthaffairs.org/author/Aluvaala%2C+Jalemba
https://www.healthaffairs.org/author/Amatya%2C+Archana
https://www.healthaffairs.org/author/Mahat%2C+Kishori
https://www.healthaffairs.org/author/Malata%2C+Address
https://www.healthaffairs.org/author/Malata%2C+Address
https://www.healthaffairs.org/author/Roder-DeWan%2C+Sanam
https://www.healthaffairs.org/author/Twum-Danso%2C+Nana
https://www.healthaffairs.org/author/Yahya%2C+Talhiya
https://www.healthaffairs.org/author/Kruk%2C+Margaret+E
https://www.hhrjournal.org/volume-21-issue-1-june-2019/
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/health-economics-policy-and-law/latest-issue
https://academic.oup.com/heapol/issue/34/6
http://www.health-policy-systems.com/content
https://health-policy-systems.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12961-019-0482-6
https://health-policy-systems.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12961-019-0482-6
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Humanitarian Exchange Magazine 
Number 75,  May 2019  
https://odihpn.org/magazine/making-humanitarian-action-work-for-women-and-girls/ 
Special Feature: Making humanitarian action work for women and girls 
by HPN May 2019  
The theme of this edition of Humanitarian Exchange, co-edited with Women Deliver, is making 
humanitarian action work for women and girls. Despite gains, including commitments made at the 
World Humanitarian Summit, there is still much to be done to address the gendered impacts of 
humanitarian crises and improve gender-sensitive humanitarian action. 
 
In the lead article, Jacqueline Paul advocates for feminist humanitarian action based on evidence that 
improvements in women’s socio-economic status can reduce excess mortality among women after 
shocks. Jean Kemitare, Juliet Were and Jennate Eoomkham look at the role of local women’s rights 
organisations in preventing and responding to violence against women and girls, and Marcy Hersh and 
Diana Abou Abbas highlight opportunities for more concrete action on sexual and reproductive health 
in emergencies. 
 
Citing experience from Vanuatu, Jane Newnham explains how women will choose to use contraceptives 
even during a humanitarian response, when services and counselling are delivered in an appropriate 
and responsive way. Drawing on experience in Bangladesh, Tamara Fetters and colleagues challenge 
the belief that abortion is a non-essential service, or too complicated for humanitarian actors to 
provide. Darcy Ataman, Shannon Johnson, Justin Cikuru and Jaime Cundy reflect on an innovative 
programme using music therapy to help survivors of trauma. 
 
Emilie Rees Smith, Emma Symonds and Lauryn Oates highlight lessons from the STAGE education 
programme in Afghanistan, and Degan Ali and Deqa Saleh outline how African Development Solutions 
is helping women and girls take on leadership and decision-making roles in Somalia. Fiona Samuels and 
Taveeshi Gupta explore patterns of suicide among young people in Vietnam, with a particular focus on 
girls, and Subhashni Raj, Brigitte Laboukly and Shantony Moli illustrate the importance of a gendered 
approach to community-based disaster risk reduction in the South-West Pacific. Nicola Jones, Workneh 
Yadete and Kate Pincock draw on research in Ethiopia to explore the gender- and age-specific 
vulnerabilities of adolescents. The edition ends with an article by Julie Rialet-Cislaghi on how 
humanitarian responses can better address child marriage. 
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Infectious Diseases of Poverty  
http://www.idpjournal.com/content 
[Accessed 14 Sep 2019]  
Commentary 
  |   13 September 2019  
The role of multilateral organizations and governments in advancing social innovation in 
health care delivery  
Despite great medical advances and scientific progress over the past century, one billion people 
globally still lack access to basic health care services. In the context of the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development social innovation models aim to provide effective solutions that bridge the 
health care delivery gap, address equity and create social value. This commentary highlights the roles 
of multilateral organizations and governments in creating an enabling environment where social 
innovations can more effectively integrate into health systems to maximize their impact on 
beneficiaries. 
Authors: Beatrice Halpaap, Rosanna W. Peeling and François Bonnici 
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International Journal of Infectious Diseases  
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Intervention – Journal of Mental Health and Psychological Support in Conflict Affected 
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January-June 2019  Volume 17 | Issue 1  Page Nos. 1-116 
http://www.interventionjournal.org/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 

 

 
JAMA  
September 10, 2019, Vol 322, No. 10, Pages 903-1022  
http://jama.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx 
Viewpoint 
Scientific Discovery and the Future of Medicine 
Accelerating the Science of SCD Therapies—Is a Cure Possible?  
Edward J. Benz Jr, MD; Traci Heath Mondoro, PhD; Gary H. Gibbons, MD  
JAMA. 2019;322(10):921-922. doi:10.1001/jama.2019.11419  
   This Viewpoint reviews the molecular basis of sickle cell disease (SCD), the history of treatments for 
the disease, and recent progress toward curative therapies including HSCT and gene therapy and 
editing, emphasizing that research and innovation needs to take into account patient priorities and 
perspectives given the history of research mistreatment of minority groups most affected by SCD. 
 
CAR T-Cell TherapyA Microcosm for the Challenges Ahead in Medicare  
Caron Jacobson, MD; Amy Emmert, MScPH; Meredith B. Rosenthal, PhD  
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JAMA. 2019;322(10):923-924. doi:10.1001/jama.2019.10194  
   This Viewpoint discusses existing mechanisms of Medicare reimbursement for chimeric antigen 
receptor (CAR) T-cell therapy, which at US $375 000 to $475 000 per treatment is prohibitively 
expensive, and proposes ways to mitigate the challenges of covering the therapy appropriately and 
equitably for those who need it while realistically managing cost constraints. 
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EDITORIALS  
Prioritizing impact to improve health services and reduce inequities in rural, remote and 
very remote locations 
Carey, Timothy A.  
JBI Database of Systematic Reviews and Implementation Reports. 17(9):1729-1730, September 2019.  
 
SYSTEMATIC REVIEW PROTOCOLS  
Characteristics of Indigenous healing strategies in Canada: a scoping review protocol 
Yu, Ziwa; Steenbeek, Audrey; Macdonald, Marilyn; More  
JBI Database of Systematic Reviews and Implementation Reports. 17(9):1933-1940, September 2019.  
 
 
Journal of Adolescent Health 
September 2019 Volume 65, Issue 3, p309-432  
https://www.jahonline.org/issue/S1054-139X(18)X0011-1 
Review Article 
Confidentiality Matters but How Do We Improve Implementation in Adolescent Sexual and 
Reproductive Health Care? 
Sanjana Pampati, Nicole Liddon, Patricia J. Dittus, Susan Hocevar Adkins, Riley J. Steiner 
p315–322 
Published online: June 18, 2019 
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Empirical studies on informed consent 
Concise Consent Forms Appreciated—Still Not Comprehended: Applying Revised Common 
Rule Guidelines in Online Studies 
Evan K. Perrault, Seth P. McCullock 
First Published June 6, 2019; pp. 299–306 
 
Attitudes Regarding Enrollment in a Genetic Research Project: An Informed Consent 
Simulation Study Comparing Views of People With Depression, Diabetes, and Neither 
Condition 
Jane Paik Kim, Katie Ryan, Laura Weiss Roberts 
First Published July 22, 2019; pp. 328–337 
 
Empirical studies of IRB/REC functioning 
Improving Compliance With Institutional Review Board Continuing Review Requirements 
Min-Fu Tsan, Yen Nguyen 
First Published March 20, 2019; pp. 365–37 
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Original Paper 
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Meeting the needs of underserved populations: setting the agenda for more inclusive 
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In its expansion to genomic, epidemiological and biomedical research, citizen science has been 
promoted as contributing to the democratisation of medical research and healthcare. At the same time, 
it has been criticised for reinforcing patterns of exclusion in health and biomedicine, and sometimes 
even creating new ones. Although citizen science has the potential to make biomedical research more 
inclusive, the benefits of current citizen science initiatives are not equally accessible for all people—in 
particular those who are resource-poor, located outside of traditional networks of healthcare services, 
or members of minorities and marginalised groups. 
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Regulatory framework in Pakistan: situation analysis of medicine quality and future 
recommendations  
Quality issues in pharmaceuticals are identified as a huge global and public health problem, especially 
with reference to low- and middle-income countries like Pakistan. The 2011 “Fake Drug Crisis” acted as 
a driving force to reform the regulatory structures of the country and for establishing the autonomous 
“Drug Regulatory Authority of Pakistan”. Despite the fact that Pakistan possesses a huge 
pharmaceutical industry, there is a severe dearth of published literature and scientific evidence for the 
country regarding medicine quality and the prevalence of counterfeit and low-quality products, 
respectively. 
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Take action to stop the Amazon burning  
   The planet’s largest rainforest is on fire. Brazil and the world must halt the destruction before it’s too 
late. 
 
Letter | 21 August 2019  
Hidden resilience and adaptive dynamics of the global online hate ecology  
   The dynamics of interactions between hate-orientated networks on different online platforms is 
characterized, and a mathematical model predicts that policing on one online platform can make 
matters worse and generate ‘darker’ parts of the Internet. 
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Editorial | 09 September 2019  
Delivering the promise of RNA therapeutics  
   As the clinical potential of RNA therapeutics begins to be unveiled, expanding the range of tissue 
types that can be targeted for delivery of these drugs is now the main hurdle to overcome. 
 
Review Article | 09 September 2019  
Clinical lessons learned from the first leg of the CAR T cell journey  
   Clinical application of CAR T cells to cancer therapy has met with much success, but future trials 
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Caught in the Web — U.S. Immigration and Compound Disadvantage 
Zackary D. Berger, M.D., Ph.D., and Daniel S. Goldberg, J.D., Ph.D. 
   Faced with gastroesophageal reflux disease, a behavioral health disorder, and difficulty navigating 
the U.S. health care system, a Honduran immigrant stops working and takes up a collection to return 
home. His compound disadvantage has profound ethical implications. 
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medical outcomes  
Ellen Peters, Mary Kate Tompkins, Melissa A. Z. Knoll, Stacy P. Ardoin, Brittany Shoots-Reinhard, and 
Alexa Simon Meara 
PNAS first published September 9, 2019. https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1903126116  
Significance 
Greater objective ability is thought to lead to more confidence and success across domains. We 
investigated instead whether objective numeracy and numeric confidence might “mismatch” sometimes 
and, critically, interact in predicting financial and medical outcomes. The results of 2 studies (secondary 
analyses of a diverse internet panel and primary analysis of patients with systemic lupus 
erythematosus) revealed that being more objectively numerate benefits those who are more 
numerically confident, but not the less numerically confident. Enjoying good outcomes in finances and 
health appears to require the persistence of numeric confidence and also the human capital of 
objective numeracy. The patterns further suggest that improving 1 numerical competency without 
considering the other could cause harm. 
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Editorial 
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Perspectives 
Rethinking Resilience Analytics 
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Science  
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http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl 
Special Issue: Mountain Life 
Policy Forum 
Accelerating the movement for mountain peoples and policies 
By Yuka Makino, Sara Manuelli, Lindsey Hook 
Science13 Sep 2019 : 1084-1086 Full Access 
Policies can have impacts extending far downstream 
Summary 
In the early 1970s in the Himalayan state of Uttarkhand, India, women in what became known as the 
Chipko movement wrapped themselves around trees to prevent them from being felled. One factor 
contributing to the start of the movement was an increase in landslides, which the communities 
connected to increased logging. This movement, highlighting the importance of mountain ecosystems 
and their close interconnection with communities, eventually influenced government policy on the 
exploitation of forests (1). Today, in addition to challenges of land use and development, mountain 
ecosystems are also facing the threat of climate change: from glaciers in the high mountains, to 
threatening lives and livelihoods of communities along the elevation gradient, to ultimately affecting 
communities in the lowlands. Many national, regional, and international efforts have emerged to bring 
attention to, and develop scientific evidence on, the risks and opportunities facing people living in 
mountainous regions. But translation of these efforts into specific policies, strategies, and actions could 
be much improved. Mountain communities started the mountain movement, and the time has come for 
it to accelerate. 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/15396924/current
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/risa.13392
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/risa.13392
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/doSearch?ContribAuthorStored=Barker%2C+Kash
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/doSearch?ContribAuthorStored=Ramirez-Marquez%2C+Jose+E
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/doSearch?ContribAuthorStored=Sansavini%2C+Giovanni
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/risa.13328
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/risa.13328
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/doSearch?ContribAuthorStored=Eisenberg%2C+Daniel
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/doSearch?ContribAuthorStored=Seager%2C+Thomas
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/doSearch?ContribAuthorStored=Alderson%2C+David+L
https://www.dovepress.com/risk-management-and-healthcare-policy-archive56
http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/365/6458/1084
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/365/6458/1084


   

  

 
Perspectives 
Humboldt for the Anthropocene 
By Stephen T. Jackson 
Science13 Sep 2019 : 1074-1076 Full Access 
Humboldt's fusion of science and humanism can address contemporary challenges 
Summary 
The ecology and environment of mountains are closely associated with Alexander von Humboldt, born 
in Prussia 250 years ago this month. His 1807 environmental profile of Chimborazo (1), the highest 
peak in the equatorial Andes, is iconic (2, 3). He later aligned it with similar mountain profiles to show 
the environmental and ecological parallels between elevation and latitude (4). Although mountains, 
climate, and vegetation were central themes in Humboldt's thinking for six decades (1, 5–7), his 
scientific contributions and intellectual vision extended far beyond those relationships, spanning nearly 
all the natural sciences and extending deeply into the social sciences and humanities. Indeed, virtually 
every part of the Earth, environmental, and geographic sciences stands on foundations established or 
inspired by Humboldt. 
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Stanford Social Innovation Review 
Summer 2019   Volume 17, Number 3  
https://ssir.org/issue/fall_2018 
   Social innovation occurs in different ways in different countries, and one can learn a great deal from 
the experiences of others around the world. The cover story in the Summer 2019 issue of Stanford 
Social Innovation Review, “China’s New Model of Blockchain-Driven Philanthropy,” is a good example of 
that principle. China shows how blockchain can help nonprofit organizations become more transparent 
and trustworthy. 
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Review Manuscripts 
The Scale of Sexual Aggression in Southeast Asia: A Review 
Lylla Winzer, Barbara Krahé, Philip Guest 
First Published August 22, 2017; pp. 595–612 
Abstract 
Southeast Asia is one of the most dynamic regions in the world. It is experiencing rapid socioeconomic 
change that may influence the level of sexual aggression, but data on the scale of sexual aggression in 
the region remain sparse. The aim of the present article was to systematically review the findings of 
studies available in English on the prevalence of self-reported sexual aggression and victimization 
among women and men above the age of 12 years in the 11 countries of Southeast Asia (Brunei, 
Cambodia, East Timor, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and 
Vietnam). Based on four scientific databases, the search engine Google, Opengrey database, and 
reference checking, 49 studies were found on sexual victimization. Of those, 32 included only women. 
Self-reported perpetration was assessed by only three studies and included all-male samples. 
Prevalence rates varied widely across studies but showed that sexual victimization was widespread 
among different social groups, irrespective of sex and sexual orientation. Methodological heterogeneity, 
lack of representativeness of samples, imbalance of information available by country, missing 
information within studies, and cultural differences hampered the comparability between and within 
countries. There is a need for operationalizations that specifically address sexual aggression occurring 
after the age of consent, based on detailed behavioral descriptions of unwanted sexual experiences 
and allied to a qualitative approach with cultural sensitivity. Data on sexual aggression in conflict 
settings and in human trafficking are also limited. Recommendations for future research are presented 
in the discussion. 
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