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Publication of The Sentinel resumes in full with this edition  
following annual leave by the editor/publisher.  

 
 
 
:: Week in Review  
A highly selective capture of strategic developments, research, commentary, analysis and 
announcements spanning Human Rights Action, Humanitarian Response, Health, Education, Holistic 
Development, Heritage Stewardship, Sustainable Resilience. Achieving a balance across these broad 
themes is a challenge and we appreciate your observations and ideas in this regard. This is not 
intended to be a "news and events" digest. 
 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Slavery – Anniversary 
 
Virginia marks the dawn of American slavery in 1619 with solemn speeches and songs 
   The commemoration of the arrival of the first enslaved Africans 400 years ago began Saturday at 
Fort Monroe with the rhythm of drums. 
Washington Post, August 24, 2019 
 
 
UNESCO – Message from the Director-General on the occasion of the International Day for 
the Remembrance of the Slave Trade and its Abolition 
This 23 August, we honour the memory of the men and women who, in Saint-Domingue in 1791, 
revolted and paved the way for the end of slavery and dehumanization. We honour their memory and 
that of all the other victims of slavery, for whom they stand. 
 
The fight against trafficking and slavery is universal and ongoing. It is the reason for which UNESCO 
led the efforts to launch the International Day for the Remembrance of the Slave Trade and its 
Abolition. This special day acknowledges the pivotal struggle of those who, subjected to the denial of 
their very humanity, triumphed over the slave system and affirmed the universal nature of the 
principles of human dignity, freedom, and equality. 
 
The horror of slavery makes us think about and question humanity. Slavery is the product of a racist 
worldview which perverts all aspects of human activity. Established as a system of thought, illustrated 
in all manner of philosophical and artistic works, this outlook has been the basis for political, economic, 
and social practices of a global scope and with global consequences. It persists today in speeches and 
acts of violence which are anything but isolated and which are directly linked to this intellectual and 
political history. 
 
To draw lessons from this history, we must lay this system bare, deconstruct the rhetorical and 
pseudoscientific mechanisms used to justify it; we must refuse to accept any concession or apologia 
which itself constitutes a compromising of principles. Such lucidity is the fundamental requirement for 
the reconciliation of memory and the fight against all present-day forms of enslavement, which 
continue to affect millions of people, particularly women and children. 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/virginia-politics/virginia-marks-the-dawn-of-american-slavery-in-1619-with-solemn-ceremonies-speeches-songs/2019/08/24/adbc84ae-c66f-11e9-9986-1fb3e4397be4_story.html
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000369981_eng?posInSet=13&queryId=N-29c126fa-41f7-4055-baea-608cc8ad635f
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000369981_eng?posInSet=13&queryId=N-29c126fa-41f7-4055-baea-608cc8ad635f


   

  

 
The year 2019 is a particularly important one for this commemorative day. It is a time for taking stock 
and adopting new perspectives. It is the midpoint of the International Decade for People of African 
Descent (2015-2024), proclaimed by the General Assembly of the United Nations to encourage Member 
States to pursue strategies for fighting racism and discrimination. 
 
This year also marks the twenty-fifth anniversary of UNESCO's Slave Route Project: Resistance, Liberty, 
Heritage. For a quarter century, the Organization has been working to help governments, universities, 
the media, and civil society to examine this tragic chapter in our history; to combat ignorance and the 
denial of a past which has nevertheless been extensively documented in written, oral, and material 
form; and to raise awareness of this heritage in all its complexity. The spotlight will be shone on this 
anniversary in Benin, where the project was launched in 1994, and where the International Scientific 
Committee for the Slave Route Project will be invited to look back on the work done and offer new 
insight into our current global circumstances. 
 
Finally, 2019 is the year that Ghana is celebrating the Year of Return and the country's historical ties 
with the African diaspora, an acknowledgement which marks the 400th anniversary of the arrival of the 
first African slaves in the English colony of Jamestown. All these commemorations encourage us to 
continue striving to put a definitive end to human exploitation and to ensure that the memory of the 
victims and freedom fighters remains a source of inspiration for future generation 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Myanmar – Rohingya 
 
Rohingya crisis: Rallies mark two years of exile in Bangladesh 
BBC, 25 August 2019 
Tens of thousands of Rohingya held demonstrations inside their refugee camps in Bangladesh on 
Sunday, two years after their exodus. 
   Nearly 750,000 fled their native Rakhine state in Myanmar in August 2017 as a violent crackdown on 
the ethnic group surged. 
   On Thursday, Bangladesh set up a voluntary return scheme – but not a single Rohingya decided to 
leave. 
   They are calling for Myanmar to grant them citizenship before they return… 
 
 
61 NGOs warn of worsening crisis in Myanmar, call for refugees’ engagement on safe, 
voluntary returns  
Joint Statement T 
Two years after mass atrocities in Myanmar forced more than 740,000 people to flee for their lives, the 
Government and the people of Bangladesh continue to generously host nearly 1 million Rohingya 
refugees. While UN agencies and over 130 local, national, and international NGOs have supported the 
Government of Bangladesh to provide life-sustaining assistance, refugees require much more than 
basic support for survival; they need their rights, security and dignity. Many long to return but fear 
further violence and persecution back home.  
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-49464427
https://www.wvi.org/newsroom/myanmar-bangladesh-refugee-crisis/61-ngos-warn-worsening-crisis-myanmar-call-refugees
https://www.wvi.org/newsroom/myanmar-bangladesh-refugee-crisis/61-ngos-warn-worsening-crisis-myanmar-call-refugees


   

  

Refugees report feeling fearful and anxious following recent reports about possible expedited 
repatriation to Myanmar in the current conditions which do not guarantee their safety and rights. 
Current levels of engagement do not afford them their right to make informed decisions about their 
future, including voluntary return.  
 
Worsening Conditions in Rakhine State (Myanmar)  
Discriminatory policies in Myanmar mean that Rohingya communities in Rakhine State continue to face 
severe movement restrictions, as well as limited access to education, healthcare, and livelihoods 
opportunities. Some 128,000 displaced Rohingya and other Muslim communities have remained 
trapped in confined camps in central Rakhine State since 2012, unable to return home. 
 
Since April 2017, the Government of Myanmar has taken initial steps towards the “closure” of some of 
these camps for internally displaced people in Rakhine State. New structures have been built on or next 
to existing sites, but there has been no meaningful progress on freedom of movement or human rights. 
Consultation with displaced communities is limited, and they remain unable to return to their original 
communities or another location of choice. Achieving durable solutions requires that the Myanmar 
government address the fundamental issues of equal rights and ensure that all communities in Rakhine 
State can live in safety, access basic services and pursue livelihoods opportunities.  
 
The conditions in Myanmar are not conducive to the Rohingya refugees’ return at this time. As a recent 
report by the Australian Strategic Policy Institute found, not only have preparations for return been 
minimal, but authorities continue to raze Rohingya villages to make room for military bases and 
potential repatriation camps. The recent upsurge in violence has worsened the already precarious 
humanitarian situation in central and northern Rakhine State. 
   
Striving for Dignity in Cox’s Bazar (Bangladesh) 
For the past two years, Rohingya refugees have remained dependent on humanitarian aid in the camps 
in Cox’s Bazar. The collective efforts of the humanitarian community under the leadership of the 
Government of Bangladesh have improved camp conditions, strengthened monsoon preparedness and 
helped prevent disease outbreaks.  
 
Yet, living conditions in the camps remain dire, with growing concerns about safety and security. 
Gender-based violence and restricted freedom of movement increase the risks faced by refugee women 
and girls. Persons with disabilities and serious medical conditions experience barriers in accessing 
essential services. With shrinking funds[1] and continued restrictions on refugees’ access to education 
and livelihoods, the crisis is likely to worsen. 
 
The Government of Bangladesh and generous residents of Teknaf and Ukhiya Upazilas in Cox’s Bazar 
were the first responders when refugees arrived in Bangladesh in August 2017. Today, some 500,000 
Bangladeshis living near the camps continue to bear the socio-economic and environmental impact of 
the influx, amidst growing tensions with refugees over limited resources and services.  
 
The international community must respond and stand beside Bangladesh to deliver a well-funded 
response that will improve living conditions and allow refugees and host communities to live in dignity. 
 
NGOs in Bangladesh and Myanmar committed to providing assistance, but call for critical 
action by all parties  

https://www.aspi.org.au/report/mapping-conditions-rakhine-state
https://www.wvi.org/publications/policy-briefing/myanmar-bangladesh-refugee-crisis/60-ngos-warn-worsening-crisis#_ftn1


   

  

In response to the current crisis, we, the undersigned national and international organizations in 
Bangladesh and Myanmar, remain committed to providing assistance and protecting the rights of 
refugees, stateless, internally displaced persons and host communities until appropriate solutions to 
their displacement within and outside Myanmar are identified, including safe and voluntary repatriation.  
 
We urge all parties to:  
:: Ensure meaningful participation of Rohingya in decision making processes about their 
future: In light of ongoing discussions to expedite returns, the Rohingya must be meaningfully 
engaged by the Governments of Myanmar and Bangladesh in any discussions and decision making 
about their future (including their safe and voluntary return) through an inclusive process involving 
children, youth, women, elderly and persons with disabilities. 
 
:: Respect Rohingya’s human rights in Myanmar: We call on the Government of Myanmar to 
address the root causes of the crisis in Rakhine State by implementing the Rakhine Advisory 
Commission recommendations and create the conditions necessary to end Rohingya’s displacement 
while respecting each refugee’s right to make a free, informed decision about their return. This must 
also reflect calls by Rohingya communities for justice and accountability, citizenship, protection of 
civilians, freedom of movement, as well as non-discrimination and sustained access for humanitarian 
organizations, independent journalists and media in Rakhine State, in line with international standards. 
We urge the international community to support these efforts, by condemning past and ongoing 
violence in Myanmar and call on the Government of Myanmar to ensure full respect for human rights. 
 
:: Support Rohingya’s inclusive access to education, livelihoods and protection: We call for 
the creation of an enabling environment for Rohingya on both sides of the border to access rights and 
services, such as education, skills training and livelihoods. We urge both governments to reduce the 
vulnerability of Rohingya and host communities by strengthening protection systems and access to 
justice for all. We appeal to the international community to fully fund the 2019 Joint Response Plan for 
the Rohingya Humanitarian Crisis and the 2019 Myanmar Humanitarian Response Plan to 
ensure  uninterrupted, life-sustaining services to IDPs, refugees and host communities. 
 
Identify medium/long-term solutions: We call on the international community to identify 
appropriate solutions to the Rohingya’s displacement within and outside Myanmar while continuing to 
support the Government of Bangladesh, progressively implementing the commitments of the Global 
Compact on Refugees on self-reliance and responsibility-sharing and pursuing a regional solutions 
approach to address the needs of displaced and host communities. 
 
Signatory list here 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Governance – OAS :: Venezuela; Nicaragua 
 
OAS Permanent Council to Analyze Political and Social Crisis in Nicaragua and to Discuss 
Resolution on the Human Rights Situation in Venezuela 
Organization of American States   August 23, 2019 
   Please consult the agenda of the meeting here. Note that changes to the agenda may yet be made 
before the meeting. The meeting will be broadcast live at Wednesday, August 28 at 10:00 EDT (14:00 

https://reliefweb.int/report/bangladesh/2019-joint-response-plan-rohingya-humanitarian-crisis-january-december-enbn
https://reliefweb.int/report/bangladesh/2019-joint-response-plan-rohingya-humanitarian-crisis-january-december-enbn
https://reliefweb.int/report/myanmar/2019-myanmar-humanitarian-response-plan-january-december-2019
https://www.wvi.org/publications/policy-briefing/myanmar-bangladesh-refugee-crisis/60-ngos-warn-worsening-crisis
https://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=AVI-158/19
https://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=AVI-158/19
http://www.oas.org/en/council/CP/documentation/agenda/


   

  

GMT) - with interpretation in Spanish, English, French and Portuguese- on the OAS Website and the 
OAS Facebook page 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Statelessness – Columbia/Venezuela  
 
UNICEF welcomes Government of Colombia decision to prevent statelessness for 
thousands of children born in Colombia to Venezuelan parents 
   PANAMA, 6 August 2019 - UNICEF welcomes the decision of the Government of Colombia to grant 
Colombian nationality to more than 24,000 children born to Venezuelan parents who have been in the 
country since August 2015. This decision is an essential guarantor of children’s rights and will help to 
mitigate the risks associated with statelessness. 
   The exceptional and temporary administrative measure allows children born in Colombia to 
Venezuelan parents since August 19, 2015 to have Colombian nationality listed in their Civil Birth 
Registry. 
   “This measure sets a strong example in guaranteeing the rights of uprooted children and we salute it 
as a milestone in the prevention of statelessness for children worldwide,” said María Cristina Perceval, 
UNICEF Regional Director for Latin America and the Caribbean. "We encourage other countries in the 
region supporting children and families from Venezuela, to continue taking measures that guarantee 
the rights and integral protection of migrant children and their families," she added… 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Heritage Stewardship 
 
Statement by Inger Andersen on the ongoing fires in the Amazon rainforest  
23 Aug 2019    
Statement Inger Andersen, UN Under-Secretary-General and Executive Director of the UN Environment 
Programme 
 
The ongoing fires in the Amazon rainforest are a harsh reminder of the environmental crises facing the 
world – of climate, of biodiversity and of pollution.   
 
We cannot afford more damage to this precious natural resource, which is home to 33 
million people - including 420 indigenous communities -, 40,000 plant species, 3,000 
freshwater fish species and more than 370 types of reptiles. The Amazon, alongside other 
major forests such as the Congo Basin and Indonesian rainforests, is a natural defense 
against global warming due to its ability to mitigate and adapt to climate 
change.  Sustainably managing it will be a critical part of reversing the damage already done. Failure 
to halt the damage will have severe impacts on human health and livelihoods, decimating rich 
biodiversity and leaving the world more exposed to the climate crises and yet more disasters. 
 
The UN Environment Programme stands ready to work with Member States - including Brazil - in 
responding to this present crisis and in support of their efforts to meet the ambitious targets of the 
Paris Agreement. Brazil has a long tradition of action to protect the Amazon and we will continue to 

http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/webcast_schedule.asp
https://www.facebook.com/OASofficial
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-welcomes-government-colombia-decision-prevent-statelessness-thousands
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-welcomes-government-colombia-decision-prevent-statelessness-thousands
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-welcomes-government-colombia-decision-prevent-statelessness-thousands
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-welcomes-government-colombia-decision-prevent-statelessness-thousands
https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/statement/statement-inger-andersen-ongoing-fires-amazon-rainforest


   

  

work with the Government and people of Brazil, providing the science, tools and assessments to guide 
evidence-based policy, convening Member States to address pressing environmental challenges, and 
advocating on behalf of the Amazon and other forests across the world.  
 
At the Secretary-General's Climate Action Summit this September, we will join Member States, UN 
colleagues, the private sector and civil society in calling for stronger protections for the earth's forests 
and for the environmental defenders who spend their lives working to save these resources.  
 
We urge Member States to come together and take necessary measures to extinguish the  ongoing 
fires, to prevent further fires from being started and to protect the Amazon for the benefit of Brazil and 
the world. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Water – Stewardship 
 
Worsening Water Quality Reducing Economic Growth by a Third in Some Countries: World 
Bank 
WASHINGTON, August 20, 2019 – The world faces an invisible crisis of water quality that is eliminating 
one-third of potential economic growth in heavily polluted areas and threatening human and 
environmental well-being, according to a World Bank report released today. 
 
Quality Unknown: The Invisible Water Crisis shows, with new data and methods, how a combination of 
bacteria, sewage, chemicals, and plastics can suck oxygen from water supplies and transform water 
into poison for people and ecosystems. To shed light on the issue, the World Bank assembled the 
world’s largest database on water quality gathered from monitoring stations, remote 
sensing technology, and machine learning. 
 
The report finds that a lack of clean water limits economic growth by one-third. It calls for 
immediate global, national, and local-level attention to these dangers which face both 
developed and developing countries.    
 
“Clean water is a key factor for economic growth. Deteriorating water quality is stalling economic 
growth, worsening health conditions, reducing food production, and exacerbating poverty in many 
countries.” said World Bank Group President David Malpass. “Their governments must take urgent 
actions to help tackle water pollution so that countries can grow faster in equitable and 
environmentally sustainable ways.” 
 
When Biological Oxygen Demand – a measure of how much organic pollution is in water and a proxy 
measure of overall water quality – crosses a certain threshold, GDP growth in downstream regions 
drops by as much as a third because of impacts on health, agriculture, and ecosystems. 
 
A key contributor to poor water quality is nitrogen, which, applied as fertilizer in agriculture, eventually 
enters rivers, lakes and oceans where it transforms into nitrates. Early exposure of children to nitrates 
affects their growth and brain development, impacting their health and adult earning potential. The 
run-off and release into water from every additional kilogram of nitrogen fertilizer per hectare can 

http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2019/08/20/worsening-water-quality-reducing-economic-growth-by-a-third-in-some-countries
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2019/08/20/worsening-water-quality-reducing-economic-growth-by-a-third-in-some-countries


   

  

increase the level of childhood stunting by as much as 19 percent and reduce future adult earnings by 
as much as 2 percent, compared to those who are not exposed. 
 
The report also finds that as salinity in water and soil increases due to more intense droughts, storm 
surges and rising water extraction, agricultural yields fall.  The world is losing enough food to saline 
water each year to feed 170 million people. 
 
The report recommends a set of actions that countries can take to improve water quality. These 
include: environmental policies and standards; accurate monitoring of pollution loads; effective 
enforcement systems; water treatment infrastructure supported with incentives for private investment; 
and reliable, accurate information disclosure to households to inspire citizen engagement. 
 
Note: The report, which was funded in part by the Global Water Security & Sanitation Partnership, a 
Multi-Donor Trust Fund based at the World Bank’s Water Global Practice, is available for download 
here: worldbank.org/qualityunknown 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Heritage Stewardship – Religious Observance/Climate Change 
 
Muslims must take action on climate crisis to preserve holy pilgrimage 
Islamic Relief Worldwide   
Published: 22 August, 2019  
Following scientific research released today calculating that rising temperatures will make it too 
dangerous for Muslims to perform hajj, Islamic Relief is calling for urgent action on climate change 
before it is too late. 
 
In a new article published by the AGU journal Geophysical Research Letters by researchers at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) in the US, scientists show that rising temperatures mean 
holy pilgrimage to Mecca is likely to become hazardous to human health. Islamic Relief has now come 
together with the scientists to draw attention to the severity of the crisis. 
 
Every year, millions of Muslims travel to Mecca to perform hajj, one of the major pillars of Islam. Two 
million pilgrims pray outdoors and walk great distances to perform religious rites in already high 
temperatures. 
 
Through the analysis of historical climate models and past data, scientists project that should the 
world’s emissions continue in a business-as-usual scenario, temperatures in Mecca will rise to a level 
that the human body cannot cope with from as early as next year. But crucially, mitigating climate 
change through reducing emissions could limit the severity of these temperatures. 
 
Conditions will be particularly severe when hajj falls within the summer months. Because Islam follows 
a lunar calendar, the dates for hajj change each year, and for five to seven years at a time, the trip 
falls over summer, when temperatures soar. 
 
Hajj temperatures could rise to dangerous levels from 2020  

https://www.worldbank.org/en/programs/global-water-security-sanitation-partnership
https://www.islamic-relief.org/muslims-must-take-action-on-climate-crisis-to-preserve-holy-pilgrimage/
https://agupubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1029/2019GL083686


   

  

According to the research, as soon as next year, summer days in Saudi Arabia could surpass the 
“extreme danger heat-stress threshold.” When skin temperature reaches this level – and combined 
with a certain level of humidity in the air – sweat no longer evaporates efficiently, so the body can no 
longer cool itself and overheats. 
 
Pilgrims who travel to hajj are already at risk of heat exhaustion and heatstroke which can be fatal, 
with the elderly and vulnerable most at risk. 
 
Through calculating how climate change is likely to impact conditions in Saudi Arabia in the future, the 
researchers estimate that heat and humidity levels during hajj will exceed the extreme danger 
threshold: 
:: 6% of the time by 2020; 
:: 20% of the time from 2045 and 2053; 
:: 42% of the time between 2079 and 2086. 
 
These years are when hajj falls within the summer months making conditions more severe… 
 
It’s now or never to tackle climate crisis 
 
Islamic Relief is urging the Muslim community to step up and take action on this climate emergency by 
raising the issue with governments and policy makers. In the UK for example, we are calling on 
Muslims to highlight this devastating finding to their Member of Parliament and call on them to urge 
immediate action by the government in enacting policies that can reduce climate change… 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Governance – Corporate/Commercial 
 
Top global firms commit to tackling inequality by joining Business for Inclusive Growth 
coalition  
22/08/2019 - A group of major international companies has pledged to tackle inequality and promote 
diversity in their workplaces and supply chains as part of an initiative sponsored by the French 
Presidency of the G7 and overseen by the OECD. 
 
The Business for Inclusive Growth (B4IG) coalition will be launched at the G7 Leaders’ Summit in 
Biarritz, France, taking place from 24 to 26 August 2019. Spearheaded by Emmanuel Faber, Danone 
Chairman and CEO, the coalition brings together 34 leading multinationals with more than 3 million 
employees worldwide and global revenues topping $1 trillion. Members have agreed to sign a pledge to 
take concrete actions to ensure that the benefits of economic growth are more widely shared. 
 
B4IG coalition members will tackle persistent inequalities of opportunity, reduce regional disparities and 
fight gender discrimination. Companies have identified an initial pool of more than 50 existing and 
planned projects, representing more than 1 billion euros in private funding, to be covered under the 
initiative. The projects range from training programmes to help employees adapt to the future of work 
to greater investment in childcare, to increasing women’s participation in the workforce; to financially 
supporting small businesses, to encouraging greater participation in supply chains; and to enhancing 
the integration of refugees through faster integration to the workforce. Coalition members will seek to 

https://action.islamic-relief.org.uk/page/27556/action/1
https://action.islamic-relief.org.uk/page/27556/action/1
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/top-global-firms-commit-to-tackling-inequality-by-joining-business-for-inclusive-growth-coalition.htm
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/top-global-firms-commit-to-tackling-inequality-by-joining-business-for-inclusive-growth-coalition.htm
http://www.oecd.org/inclusive-growth/businessforinclusivegrowth/Business-Pledge-against-Inequalities.pdf


   

  

accelerate, scale up and replicate already existing projects, while significantly expanding their social 
impact. 
 
The platform, chaired by Danone, consists of a three-year, OECD-managed programme. It aims at 
increasing opportunities for disadvantaged and under-represented groups through retraining and 
upskilling, as well as promoting diversity on the companies’ boards and executive committees and 
tackling inequalities throughout their supply chains. They will also step up business action to advance 
human rights, build more inclusive workplaces and strengthen inclusion in their internal and external 
business ecosystems… 
 
…OECD Secretary-General Angel Gurría said: “Growing inequality is one of the biggest social challenges 
in the world today, perpetuating poverty, undermining social cohesion and trust. Sustainable economic 
growth means inclusive economic growth. It means giving every individual the opportunity to fulfil her 
or his potential, the chance not only to contribute to a nation’s growth but to benefit from it, regardless 
of their background or origins.” 
 
…OECD Chief of Staff and Sherpa Gabriela Ramos, leader of the OECD Inclusive Growth Initiative, said: 
“The OECD has been documenting and raising the alarm bell regarding the increased inequalities of 
income and opportunities in OECD countries for decades. They do not only undermine social cohesion 
and trust, but they also hamper growth, by preventing our economies to take full advantage of the 
talent of its people and businesses. We are delighted to partner with leading companies that are 
committed to take action. Our experience, evidence and best practices are at the service of the 
Business for Inclusive Growth Initiative.” 

The OECD website provides further information on the B4IG initiative. 

:::::: 
 
Business Roundtable Redefines the Purpose of a Corporation to Promote ‘An Economy That 
Serves All Americans’ 
Aug 19, 2019 
Updated Statement Moves Away from Shareholder Primacy, Includes Commitment to All Stakeholders 
 
WASHINGTON – Business Roundtable today announced the release of a new Statement on the Purpose 
of a Corporation signed by 181 CEOs who commit to lead their companies for the benefit of all 
stakeholders – customers, employees, suppliers, communities and shareholders. 
 
Since 1978, Business Roundtable has periodically issued Principles of Corporate Governance. Each 
version of the document issued since 1997 has endorsed principles of shareholder primacy – that 
corporations exist principally to serve shareholders. With today’s announcement, the new Statement 
supersedes previous statements and outlines a modern standard for corporate responsibility.  
 
“The American dream is alive, but fraying,” said Jamie Dimon, Chairman and CEO of JPMorgan Chase & 
Co. and Chairman of Business Roundtable. “Major employers are investing in their workers and 
communities because they know it is the only way to be successful over the long term. These 
modernized principles reflect the business community’s unwavering commitment to continue to push 
for an economy that serves all Americans.” 
 

https://www.oecd.org/inclusive-growth/businessforinclusivegrowth/
https://www.businessroundtable.org/business-roundtable-redefines-the-purpose-of-a-corporation-to-promote-an-economy-that-serves-all-americans
https://www.businessroundtable.org/business-roundtable-redefines-the-purpose-of-a-corporation-to-promote-an-economy-that-serves-all-americans
https://www.businessroundtable.org/business-roundtable-redefines-the-purpose-of-a-corporation-to-promote-an-economy-that-serves-all-americans
https://www.businessroundtable.org/business-roundtable-redefines-the-purpose-of-a-corporation-to-promote-an-economy-that-serves-all-americans
https://opportunity.businessroundtable.org/ourcommitment/
https://opportunity.businessroundtable.org/ourcommitment/
https://opportunity.businessroundtable.org/ourcommitment/


   

  

“This new statement better reflects the way corporations can and should operate today,” added Alex 
Gorsky, Chairman of the Board and Chief Executive Officer of Johnson & Johnson and Chair of the 
Business Roundtable Corporate Governance Committee. “It affirms the essential role corporations can 
play in improving our society when CEOs are truly committed to meeting the needs of all 
stakeholders.”… 
 
The Business Roundtable Statement on the Purpose of a Corporation is below and the full list of 
signatories is available here. 
 
Statement on the Purpose of a Corporation 
Americans deserve an economy that allows each person to succeed through hard work and creativity 
and to lead a life of meaning and dignity. We believe the free-market system is the best means of 
generating good jobs, a strong and sustainable economy, innovation, a healthy environment and 
economic opportunity for all. 
 
Businesses play a vital role in the economy by creating jobs, fostering innovation and providing 
essential goods and services. Businesses make and sell consumer products; manufacture equipment 
and vehicles; support the national defense; grow and produce food; provide health care; generate and 
deliver energy; and offer financial, communications and other services that underpin economic growth. 
While each of our individual companies serves its own corporate purpose, we share a fundamental 
commitment to all of our stakeholders.  
 
We commit to: 
:: Delivering value to our customers. We will further the tradition of American companies leading 
the way in meeting or exceeding customer expectations. 
 
:: Investing in our employees. This starts with compensating them fairly and providing important 
benefits. It also includes supporting them through training and education that help develop new skills 
for a rapidly changing world. We foster diversity and inclusion, dignity and respect. 
 
:: Dealing fairly and ethically with our suppliers. We are dedicated to serving as good partners to 
the other companies, large and small, that help us meet our missions. 
 
:: Supporting the communities in which we work. We respect the people in our communities and 
protect the environment by embracing sustainable practices across our businesses. 
 
:: Generating long-term value for shareholders, who provide the capital that allows companies to 
invest, grow and innovate. We are committed to transparency and effective engagement with 
shareholders. 
 
Each of our stakeholders is essential. We commit to deliver value to all of them, for the 
future success of our companies, our communities and our country. 
 
:::::: 
 
Big business, shareholders and society – What companies are for 
Competition, not corporatism, is the answer to capitalism’s problems 
The Economist  https://www.economist.com/https://www.economist.com/ 

https://opportunity.businessroundtable.org/ourcommitment
https://www.economist.com/leaders/2019/08/22/what-companies-are-for
https://www.economist.com/https:/www.economist.com/


   

  

August 22, 2019 
 
ACROSS THE West, capitalism is not working as well as it should. Jobs are plentiful, but growth is 
sluggish, inequality is too high and the environment is suffering. You might hope that governments 
would enact reforms to deal with this, but politics in many places is gridlocked or unstable. Who, then, 
is going to ride to the rescue? A growing number of people think the answer is to call on big business 
to help fix economic and social problems. Even America’s famously ruthless bosses agree. This week 
more than 180 of them, including the chiefs of Walmart and JPMorgan Chase, overturned 
three decades of orthodoxy to pledge that their firms’ purpose was no longer to serve their 
owners alone, but customers, staff, suppliers and communities, too. 
 
The CEOs’ motives are partly tactical. They hope to pre-empt attacks on big business from the left of 
the Democratic Party. But the shift is also part of an upheaval in attitudes towards business happening 
on both sides of the Atlantic. Younger staff want to work for firms that take a stand on the moral and 
political questions of the day. Politicians of various hues want firms to bring jobs and investment home. 
However well-meaning, this new form of collective capitalism will end up doing more harm than good. 
It risks entrenching a class of unaccountable CEOs who lack legitimacy. And it is a threat to long-term 
prosperity, which is the basic condition for capitalism to succeed…. 
 
…The way to make capitalism work better for all is not to limit accountability and dynamism, but to 
enhance them both. This requires that the purpose of companies should be set by their owners, not 
executives or campaigners. Some may obsess about short-term targets and quarterly results but that is 
usually because they are badly run. Some may select charitable objectives, and good luck to them. But 
most owners and firms will opt to maximise long-term value, as that is good business… 
 
…Of course a healthy, competitive economy requires an effective government—to enforce antitrust 
rules, to stamp out today’s excessive lobbying and cronyism, to tackle climate change. That well-
functioning polity does not exist today, but empowering the bosses of big businesses to act as an 
expedient substitute is not the answer. The Western world needs innovation, widely spread ownership 
and diverse firms that adapt fast to society’s needs. That is the really enlightened kind of capitalism. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Featured Journal Content 
 
The Lancet 
Aug 17, 2019  Volume 394Number 10198p541-610, e6-e19 
Editorial 
The gender plight of humanitarian aid 
The Lancet 
World Humanitarian Day, which takes place on Aug 19 each year, celebrates the efforts of 
humanitarian aid workers operating in war-torn, resource deprived, or disease-affected settings to 
sustain human life. This year, special tribute is paid to the unsung heroes of humanitarian health—
women. Whether they are at the forefront of an international crisis or operating within local 
communities, their long-lasting and stabilising impact makes them true peace keepers of humanitarian 
health. 
 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(19)31940-3/fulltext


   

  

In the past few decades, the number of major attacks on aid workers in hostile environments has 
soared. According to the Aid Worker Security Report 2019 update published in June by Humanitarian 
Outcomes, 2018 was the second worst year on record for aid security, with 226 separate attacks 
involving 405 aid workers, of whom 131 were killed, 144 wounded, and 130 kidnapped. South Sudan 
continued to surpass Syria and Afghanistan in the number of major attacks on aid workers, which also 
put the Ebola response in the Democratic Republic of the Congo at risk. The report focused on the 
variance in risk between male and female aid workers. Men were more likely to be victims of shootings 
and aerial bombings, whereas women were more likely to be physically attacked, kidnapped, or 
involved in complex attacks such as bombings. Sexual violence had the highest gender variance, 
comprising 8% of all attacks on female aid workers since 1997. The report calls for the risk of sexual 
violence to be re-examined in humanitarian operational security. 
 
Multiple reporting pathways and a higher degree of decision-making autonomy offered to survivors 
would improve case identification and analysis of security risks and needs. Governments need to 
recognise the female plight in humanitarian aid. Applying a gender-focused lens to the identification, 
assessment, and management of the security needs of humanitarian responders is a good place to 
start. As humanitarians, women are often first to respond in a crisis and they should not be the last to 
be considered. 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
  
Emergencies 
 
Ebola – DRC+ 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
 
Disease Outbreak News (DONs) 
Ebola virus disease – Democratic Republic of the Congo  
22 August 2019 
The Ebola virus disease (EVD) outbreak in North Kivu and Ituri provinces in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo continued this week with similar transmission intensity (Figure 1). 
While the last few weeks of the outbreak have been characterized by the geographic expansion of 
cases to new health zones, we continue to see high case numbers, sustained local transmission, and 
inter-health zone movement of cases both into and out of the hotspot areas of Beni, Mandima, and 
Butembo. In the past 21 days from 31 July through 20 August 2019, 69 health areas within 19 health 
zones reported new cases (Table 1, Figure 2). During this period, a total of 216 confirmed cases were 
reported, with the majority coming from the health zones of Beni (31%, n=66), Mandima (18%, 
n=38), and Butembo (8%, n=18). High risks of transmission are also associated with an emerging 
cluster in the city of Mambasa, which has reported 14 cases in the past 21 days. The response 
continues to address these hotspots through early case detection and thorough investigation, strong 
contact identification and follow up, and engagement with the local communities. 
 
Two new health zones reported cases in the past week: Mwenga Health Zone in South Kivu and 
Pinga Health Zone in North Kivu. In Mwenga, four confirmed cases were reported after two individuals 
(mother and child) had contact with a confirmed case in Beni before travelling south. The father of the 
child was subsequently confirmed positive as was a co-patient in a community health facility where the 
first case initially sought care… 

https://www.humanitarianoutcomes.org/sites/default/files/publications/awsr_2019_0.pdf
https://www.who.int/csr/don/22-august-2019-ebola-drc/en/


   

  

 
…On 19 August 2019, a “ville morte” protest took place in Beni, Butembo, and Oicha in 
response to recent attacks by armed groups on civilians. This resulted in a temporary 
suspension of Ebola response activities. Operations resumed on 20 August 2019 with increased 
caution, and further demonstrations are anticipated. The suspension of Ebola response activities often 
results in an increase of case numbers and spread of cases to new areas in the subsequent weeks…. 
 
::::::  
 
World Bank and WHO Statement on Partnership & Deployment of Financing to WHO for 
Ebola Response in DRC 
22 August 2019     News release 
The World Bank and the World Health Organization (WHO), along with the Government and other key 
partners, are working in close partnership on the Ebola Crisis Response in the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo (DRC). Central to this partnership is the assessment of the financing needs, and deployment 
of resources, with the goal to put an end to the current deadly outbreak.  
 
The World Bank is today announcing that US$50 million in funding is to be released to 
WHO for its lifesaving operational work on the frontlines of the outbreak. The WHO is 
announcing that this US$50 million in funds will close the financing gap for its emergency 
health response in DRC through to the end of September 2019, and is calling on other 
partners to mirror this generous support in order to fund the response through to 
December. 
 
The funding comprises US$30 million from the Pandemic Emergency Financing Facility (PEF) and 
US$20 million from the World Bank. The US$50 million in grant funding is part of the larger financial 
package of approximately US$300 million that the World Bank announced last month to support the 
fourth Strategic Response Plan for the DRC Ebola outbreak. 
 
“WHO is very grateful for the World Bank’s support, which fills a critical gap in our immediate needs for 
Ebola response efforts in DRC, and will enable the heroic workers on the frontlines of this fight to 
continue their lifesaving work,” said Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Director-General, World Health 
Organization. “We keenly await further funding from other partners to sustain the response through to 
the end of the year.” 
 
The DRC government, working in collaboration with the World Bank, WHO, and other key partners, has 
finalized the Fourth Strategic Response Plan (SRP4), which outlines the total resources needed for the 
DRC Ebola Crisis Response from July to December 2019. The financing announced today is part of the 
World Bank’s previously announced financial package of up to US$300 million and covers over half of 
SRP4’s needs, with the remainder requiring additional funding from other donors and partners. 
 
“The World Bank is working closely with WHO, the Government of DRC, and all partners to do 
everything we can to put an end to the latest Ebola outbreak,” said Annette Dixon, Vice President, 
Human Development at the World Bank. “The partnership between our organizations and the 
Government is critical for responding to the emergency as well as rebuilding systems for delivery of 
basic services and to restoring the trust of communities.” 
 
The Government of DRC requested US$30 million from the PEF Cash Window to be paid directly to 

https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/22-08-2019-world-bank-and-who-statement-on-partnership-deployment-of-financing-to-who-for-ebola-response-in-drc
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/22-08-2019-world-bank-and-who-statement-on-partnership-deployment-of-financing-to-who-for-ebola-response-in-drc
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/statement/2019/08/23/pandemic-emergency-financing-facility-pays-out-additional-us30-million-to-support-ebola-response-in-the-democratic-republic-of-congo
https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/pandemics/brief/pandemic-emergency-financing-facility
https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/pandemics/brief/fact-sheet-world-bank-support-to-10th-ebola-outbreak-in-democratic-republic-of-congo
https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/pandemics/brief/fact-sheet-world-bank-support-to-10th-ebola-outbreak-in-democratic-republic-of-congo
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/documents/drc-srp4-9august2019.pdf?sfvrsn=679e4d26_2&ua=1


   

  

WHO. The PEF Steering Body approved the request bringing the PEF’s total contribution to fighting 
Ebola in DRC to US$61.4 million. The PEF is a financing mechanism housed at the World Bank; its 
Steering Body is co-chaired by the World Bank and WHO, and comprises donor country members from 
Japan, Germany and Australia. The quick and flexible financing it provides saves lives, by enabling 
governments and international responders to concentrate on fighting Ebola—not fundraising. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
POLIO   
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
 
Polio this week as of 22 August 2019   
:: Nigeria marked three years since the last case of wild poliovirus (WPV) was detected within its 
borders. Because Nigeria is the last polio-endemic country in Africa, this milestone opens the door for 
the potential WPV-free certification of the entire WHO AFRO region after the Africa Regional 
Certification Commission (ARCC) evaluation as early as mid-2020. While this is an important 
programmatic milestone, the region has not yet been certified polio-free and it will be critical for polio 
programme to maintain momentum. 

 
Summary of new viruses this week:  
::  Afghanistan —one wild poliovirus type 1 (WPV1) case;  
:: Pakistan — one WPV1-positive environmental sample;  
:: Angola — one cVDPV2 case;  
:: Ghana — one cVDPVE2 case. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Editor’s Note: 
WHO has posted a refreshed emergencies page which presents an updated listing of Grade 3,2,1 
emergencies as below. 
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
Democratic Republic of the Congo  
:: Ebola virus disease – Democratic Republic of the Congo  Disease Outbreak News (DONs) 
22 August 2019 
:: Update on Ebola drug trial: two strong performers identified  12 August 2019  
[See DRC Ebola+ above for detail]  
 
Nigeria  
:: Three years without a case of wild polio virus, Government of Nigeria warns against complacency  21 
August 2019  
:: Nigeria introduces Meningitis A Conjugate Vaccine into Routine EPI Schedule  12 August 2019 
 
Syrian Arab Republic   
:: Syrian Arabic Republic: tackling NCDs in emergencies through primary health care  
5 August 2019 
 

http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cod/en/
https://www.who.int/csr/don/22-august-2019-ebola-drc/en/
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/11-08-2019-update-on-ebola-drug-trial-two-strong-performers-identified
http://www.who.int/emergencies/nigeria/en/
https://www.afro.who.int/news/three-years-without-case-wild-polio-virus-government-nigeria-warns-against-complacency
http://afro.who.int/news/nigeria-introduces-meningitis-conjugate-vaccine-routine-epi-schedule
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/syr/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/syr/news-features/tackling-ncds-in-emergencies-through-primary-health-care/en/


   

  

Yemen  
:: Second round of oral cholera vaccine reaches nearly 400 000 people in Aden, Taiz and Al Dhale’e  21 
August 2019 
 
Cyclone Idai - No new digest announcements identified 
Mozambique floods  - No new digest announcements identified 
Somalia - No new digest announcements identified 
South Sudan  - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
Afghanistan  
:: Afghan women eradicating polio #womenhumanitarians  19 August 2019 
 
Malawi floods  
:: WHO and MOH brief Malawian journalists about the Ebola Virus Disease outbreak situation in the 
African Region  
 
Cameroon  - No new digest announcements identified 
Central African Republic - No new digest announcements identified 
Ethiopia - No new digest announcements identified 
HIV in Pakistan - No new digest announcements identified 
Iran floods 2019 - No new digest announcements identified 
Iraq - No new digest announcements identified 
Libya - No new digest announcements identified 
MERS-CoV  - No new digest announcements identified 
Myanmar  - No new digest announcements identified 
Measles in Europe - No new digest announcements identified 
Niger - No new digest announcements identified 
occupied Palestinian territory  - No new digest announcements identified  
Sudan - No new digest announcements identified 
Ukraine - No new digest announcements identified 
Zimbabwe - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 1 Emergencies  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
Angola - No new digest announcements identified 
Chad  - No new digest announcements identified 
Djibouti - No new digest announcements identified 
Indonesia - Sulawesi earthquake 2018  - No new digest announcements identified 
Kenya   - No new digest announcements identified 
Mali  - No new digest announcements identified 
Namibia - viral hepatitis  - No new digest announcements identified 
Tanzania  - No new digest announcements identified 
  
:::::: 

http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/yem/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/yem/yemen-news/oral-cholera-vaccine-reaches-nearly-400-000-people.html
https://www.who.int/emergencies/cyclone-idai/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/mozambique
http://www.who.int/emergencies/somalia/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ssd/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/afg/en/
https://whoafghanistan.exposure.co/afghan-women-eradicating-polio
https://afro.who.int/countries/malawi
https://www.afro.who.int/news/who-and-moh-brief-malawian-journalists-about-ebola-virus-disease-outbreak-situation-african?country=39&name=Malawi
https://www.afro.who.int/news/who-and-moh-brief-malawian-journalists-about-ebola-virus-disease-outbreak-situation-african?country=39&name=Malawi
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cmr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/caf/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/eth/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/pak/pakistan-news/pakistan-hiv-outbreak-in-sindh-province.html
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/irn/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/countries/irq/index.html
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/lby/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/mers-cov/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mmr/en/
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/communicable-diseases/measles-and-rubella
http://afro.who.int/fr/countries/niger
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/opt/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/sdn/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ukr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/zwe/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/angola
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tcd/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/fr/countries/dji/
http://www.searo.who.int/mediacentre/emergencies/sulawesi-earthquake/en/
http://www.afro.who.int/countries/kenya
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mli/en/
http://afro.who.int/news/baseline-assessment-national-viral-hepatitis-response-namibia
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tza/en/


   

  

:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – L3 Emergencies 
The UN and its humanitarian partners are currently responding to three 'L3' emergencies. This is the 
global humanitarian system's classification for the response to the most severe, large-scale 
humanitarian crises.  
Syrian Arab Republic   
:: Syrian Arab Republic: Recent Developments in Northwestern Syria Situation Report No. 10 - as of 23 
August 2019 
 
Yemen  
:: Yemen: Flash Floods Flash Update No. 2 As of 19 August 2019 
 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Corporate Emergencies 
When the USG/ERC declares a Corporate Emergency Response, all OCHA offices, branches and 
sections provide their full support to response activities both at HQ and in the field. 
Editor’s Note: 
Ebola in the DRC has bene added as a OCHA “Corporate Emergency” this week: 
CYCLONE IDAI and Kenneth - No new digest announcements identified 
EBOLA OUTBREAK IN THE DRC - No new digest announcements identified 
 

 
*                      *                       *                        * 

 

Agency/Government/IGO Watch 
We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for key 
media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on regional or global 
level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific coverage is limited. Please 
suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
 
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly  
[to 24 Aug 2019] 
https://www.un.org/press/en 
20 August 2019  
SC/13923 
United States, Iran Trade Accusations during Security Council Debate on Causes of 
Conflicts, Instability in Middle East 
Amid recent developments in the Persian Gulf and the wider Middle East, the Security Council discussed 
today how to ease tensions and contribute constructively to the resolution of conflicts in the region, as 
many speakers described the Israeli-Palestinian conflict as the core of regional instability. 
 
20 August 2019  
SC/13922 
Observing Seventieth Anniversary of Geneva Conventions, Security Council Issues 
Presidential Statement Reaffirming Their Fundamental Importance 

https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/syria
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-arab-republic-recent-developments-northwestern-syria-situation-3
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-arab-republic-recent-developments-northwestern-syria-situation-3
https://www.unocha.org/yemen
https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/yemen-flash-floods-flash-update-no-2-19-august-2019
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/southern-and-eastern-africa-rosea/cyclone-idai
https://www.unocha.org/southern-and-eastern-africa-rosea/cyclones-idai-and-kenneth
https://www.unocha.org/drc
https://www.un.org/press/en
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sc13923.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sc13923.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sc13922.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sc13922.doc.htm


   

  

The Security Council reaffirmed today — in observing the seventieth anniversary of their adoption — 
the fundamental importance of the 1949 Geneva Conventions for the protection of those affected by 
armed conflict, and recalled the obligation of States parties to ensure that they are respected in all 
circumstances. 
 
20 August 2019  
SC/13920 
Briefing Security Council, Special Envoy Warns New Clashes in Yemen Risk 
Expanding Humanitarian Crisis, Violence, Stresses Need to Implement Stockholm 
Agreement 
The fragmentation of Yemen is becoming a stronger and more pressing threat, the Security Council 
heard today, as the top United Nations official in the country cautioned that recent clashes risk further 
deepening the world’s leading humanitarian crisis and spreading violence to other southern 
governorates. 
 
19 August 2019  
SG/SM/19704-IHA/1469-OBV/1906 
World Leaders, All Parties to Conflict Must Ensure Humanitarians Are Protected from Harm, 
Says Secretary-General, in Message for International Day 
 
14 August 2019  
SG/A/1898-AIDS/214-BIO/5240 
Secretary-General Appoints Winifred ‘Winnie’ Karagwa Byanyima of Uganda Executive 
Director, Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS 
United Nations Secretary-General António Guterres has appointed Winifred “Winnie” Karagwa Byanyima 
of Uganda as the next Executive Director of the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS 
(UNAIDS). 
 
8 August 2019  
SG/A/1897-BIO/5239-REF/1263 
Secretary-General Appoints Gillian Triggs of Australia Assistant High Commissioner, Office 
of United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
United Nations Secretary-General António Guterres has appointed Gillian Triggs of Australia as Assistant 
Secretary-General to serve as the Assistant High Commissioner for Protection, Office of the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees.  Ms. Triggs will succeed Volker Türk of Austria who has been 
appointed as Assistant Secretary-General for Strategic Coordination in the Executive Office of the 
Secretary-General.  The Secretary-General and the High Commissioner for Refugees are grateful for 
Mr. Türk’s 30 years of dedicated service to the refugee cause, including four years as Assistant High 
Commissioner for Protection. 
 
8 August 2019  
SG/SM/19694-HR/5442-OBV/1901 
World Loses Wealth of Traditional Knowledge as Each Language Disappears, Warns 
Secretary-General, in Message on International Day of Indigenous Peoples 
 
 
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true  

https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sc13920.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sc13920.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sc13920.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sgsm19704.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sgsm19704.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sga1898.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sga1898.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sga1897.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sga1897.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sgsm19694
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sgsm19694
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true


   

  

Top News 
Malaysia vastly undercounting poverty, says UN rights expert 
 
Bachelet “deeply troubled” by appointment of new Sri Lankan army chief 
 
UN Fact-Finding Mission on Myanmar Calls for Justice for Victims of Sexual and Gender-
based Violence  
 
Honduras needs urgent action to end corruption and guarantee independent judiciary, 
says UN rights expert 
 
UN rights experts urge India to end communications shutdown in Kashmir 
 
 
United Nations Human Rights Council  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL 
Council News 
UN Fact-Finding Mission on Myanmar Calls for Justice for Victims of Sexual and Gender-
based Violence  
22/08/2019  
 
UN Commission on Human Rights begin 7th field mission to South Sudan, Uganda, Kenya 
and Ethiopia  
19/08/2019  
 
UN Fact-Finding Mission on Myanmar exposes military business ties, calls for targeted 
sanctions and arms embargoes  
05/08/2019  
 
 
Committee on the Rights of the Child [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the sale and sexual exploitation of children   [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx  
Latest News 
International Day Commemorating the Victims of Acts of Violence Based on Religion or 
Belief  
22 August 2019 
 
 
SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed 
Conflict [to 24 Aug 2019] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 
Latest News 

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24915&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24908&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24907&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24907&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24911&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24911&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24909&LangID=E
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Increasing Collaboration to Break Cycles of Vulnerability and Better Protect Children in 
Armed Conflict 
Friday, 23 August 2019 
Report of the Special Representative of the Secretary General  
 
 
SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict 
[to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/ 
Latest News 
5 August, 2019 
Special Representative Patten welcomes African Union decision to elevate conflict-related 
sexual violence to a permanent place on its peace and security agenda 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights   [to 24 Aug 2019] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx 
Latest news 
Statement by Professor Philip Alston, United Nations Special Rapporteur on extreme 
poverty and human rights, on his visit to Malaysia, 13-23 August 2019 
23 August 2019 

Malaysia vastly undercounting poverty, says UN rights expert 
23 August 2019 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable 
standard of physical and mental health  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx 
Latest news 
International Day Commemorating the Victims of Acts of Violence Based on Religion or 
Belief  
22 August 2019 
 
 
Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx 
Latest News 
International Day Commemorating the Victims of Acts of Violence Based on Religion or 
Belief  
22 August 2019 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples   [to 24 Aug 2019] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx 
Latest news 
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International Day of the World’s Indigenous Peoples 
9 August 2019 
UN experts urge decade of action to aid survival of indigenous languages  
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN OCHA [to 24 Aug 2019] 
https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases 
Selected Press Releases   
21 August 2019 
Humanitarian programmes in Yemen forced to shut due to lack of funding [EN/AR] 
  
20 August 2019 
Nigeria pays tribute to women aid workers on World Humanitarian Day 
  
19 August 2019 
World Humanitarian Day celebrates #WomenHumanitarians: Personal profile, Augusta 
Maita, Mozambique 
  
Sudan: How these four #WomenHumanitarians are saving lives in one of the most 
challenging environments 
  
South Sudan: Women humanitarians are honoured on World Humanitarian Day 
  
World Humanitarian Day celebrates #WomenHumanitarians: Joumana, a personal profile 
from Aleppo 
  
On World Humanitarian Day, UN Coordinator calls for more financial support as aid 
agencies are forced to leave Ukraine due to lack of funding [EN/RU/UK] 
  
Humanitarians across the Philippines commemorate #WomenHumanitarians during World 
Humanitarian Day 
  
Humanitarians in Yemen reaffirm that the only solution to the worst humanitarian crisis in 
the world is to end the conflict [EN/AR] 
  
On Tenth Anniversary Of World Humanitarian Day, The UN Pays Special Tribute To Women 
Humanitarians 
 
 
Centre for Humanitarian Data/HDX  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
https://centre.humdata.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
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UNICEF  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases 
Selected Statements, Press Releases, Reports 
Statement  
G7 leaders must prioritize children in Syria as violence mounts in the northwest 
Statement by UNICEF Executive Director Henrietta Fore 
23/08/2019  
 
Press release 
School closures in West and Central Africa triple since 2017 
   UNICEF Child Alert warns that upsurge in attacks and threats of violence against schools, students 
and teachers have pushed more than 1.9 million children out of school 
22/08/2019  
 
Press release 
Venezuela: UNICEF seeks US$70 million to provide humanitarian assistance to 900,000 
children 
20/08/2019  
 
Press release 
Shortfall in education opportunities deepens despair of refugee Rohingya youth 
  Two years after mass exodus from Myanmar, quality learning and life skills are crucial to more than 
500,000 children sheltered in Bangladesh 
16/08/2019  
 
Statement 
Saving children stranded on the Mediterranean must be prioritized over politics 
   Statement attributable to Ms. Afshan Khan, UNICEF Regional Director for Europe and Central Asia 
and Special Coordinator for the Refugee and Migrant response in Europe 
15/08/2019  
 
Press release 
Sharp increase in grave violations against children in Mali, warns UNICEF 
13/08/2019  
 
Press release 
Number of children orphaned or left unaccompanied by Ebola in the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo rising fast 
13/08/2019  
 
Statement 
Remarks by UNICEF Executive Director Henrietta Fore at the Security Council Open Debate 
on Children and Armed Conflict 
New York - August 2, 2019 
07/08/2019  
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Press release 
UNICEF welcomes Government of Colombia decision to prevent statelessness for 
thousands of children born in Colombia to Venezuelan parents 
06/08/2019  
 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html 
Selected Announcements  
Thousands of DR Congo refugees head home to Kasai region from Angola 
23 Aug 2019  
 
Urgent action needed to reform gender discriminatory nationality laws causing childhood 
statelessness 
22 Aug 2019  
 
First Global Refugee Forum, 17 and 18 December 2019, Palais des Nations, Geneva 
22 Aug 2019  
 
UNHCR Statement on Voluntary Repatriation to Myanmar  
22 Aug 2019  
 
UN Refugee Chief calls for more engagement in areas of Brazil hosting Venezuelans 
19 Aug 2019  
 
Two months on, fear and squalor prevail in DRC’s Ituri Province 
16 Aug 2019  
 
Statement from Santiago, Chile, by UN High Commissioner for Refugees Filippo Grandi 
15 Aug 2019  
 
UNHCR urges Europe to allow 507 rescued passengers to disembark 
13 Aug 2019  
 
Gillian Triggs appointed UNHCR’s Assistant High Commissioner for Protection 
9 Aug 2019  
 
More than half a million Rohingya refugees receive identity documents, most for the first 
time 
9 Aug 2019  
 
UNHCR concerned at new measures impacting rescue at sea in the Central Mediterranean 
6 Aug 2019  
 
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
Selected Announcements 
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Innovative Inclusive Approach to Strengthen Community Cohesion in Chad  
2019-08-23 14:50 
Doba – A robust flow of refugees and returnees from the Central African Republic to Chad has 
increased pressure on host communities, often leading to clashes over access to limited livelihood 
resources.   
 
Mediterranean Arrivals Reach 45,505 in 2019; Deaths, 859  
2019-08-23 14:38 
Geneva – IOM reports that 45,505 migrants and refugees have entered Europe by sea through 13 
August, roughly a 30 per cent decrease from the 64,836 arriving during a similar period last year. 
 
IOM Partners with Save the Children to Assist 600 Children in Ethiopia  
2019-08-20 16:50 
Addis Ababa – Six hundred vulnerable children in Ethiopia are the focus of a new partnership between 
the International Organization for Migration (IOM) and Save the Children. 
 
Model of Migration Law Approved for Central America and the Caribbean  
2019-08-20 16:38 
Mexico City – The Forum of Presiding Officers of Legislative Assemblies of Central America and the 
Caribbean Basin (FOPREL) yesterday (19/08) approved the Regional Framework Law on Migration, with 
a Human Rights Approach at its XXII Special Meeting. 
 
America's Migratory Routes Reach Grim Milestone: Over 500 Deaths so far in 2019  
2019-08-16 16:25 
Geneva –  In total, at least 514 people have lost their lives in the Americas in 2019, compared with 384 
recorded through this point in 2018 – an increase of just over one-third.   
 
 
UNAIDS [to 24 Aug 2019]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
Selected Press Releases/Reports/Statements 
22 August 2019 
Osh signs the Paris Declaration  
   Osh, Kyrgyzstan, has become the latest city to sign the Paris Declaration to end the AIDS epidemic in 
cities, becoming the second city in the country to commit to reaching the 90–90–90 targets by the end 
of 2020. 
 
15 August 2019 
Preparedness, proactiveness and speed are key to tackling humanitarian emergencies  
 
15 August 2019 
Preventing HIV and sexual and gender-based violence in peacekeeping and humanitarian 
operations  
 
14 August 2019 
Redefining HIV prevention messages for young people in Latin America  
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WHO & Regional Offices [to 24 Aug 2019]  
23 August 2019    News release 
Rising to the challenge of malaria eradication 
   The World Health Organization (WHO) says accelerated research and development (R&D) in new 
tools for malaria prevention and treatment is key if the world is to eradicate malaria in the foreseeable 
future: today less than 1% of funding for health R&D investment goes to developing tools to tackle 
malaria. 
   WHO also flags the urgent need for progress to advance universal health coverage and improve 
access to services, and better surveillance to guide a more targeted malaria response.  
   The findings have emerged in a report from WHO’s Strategic Advisory Group on Malaria Eradication 
(SAGme)… 
 
22 August 2019     News release 
World Bank and WHO Statement on Partnership & Deployment of Financing to WHO for 
Ebola Response in DRC 
[See Ebola above for detail] 
 
22 August 2019     News release 
WHO calls for more research into microplastics and a crackdown on plastic pollution 
 
21 August 2019     News release 
Three years without a case of wild polio virus, Government of Nigeria warns against 
complacency 
 
18 August 2019     News release 
WHO Director-General underscores commitment to strengthening health in Pacific Islands 
 
15 August 2019   News release 
WHO congratulates new UNAIDS Executive Director 
 
14 August 2019   News release 
Burundi launches ebola vaccination campaign for health and front-line workers 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO      
:: WHO supports Cross River State in administering polio vaccines to Cameroonian refuge... 
22 August 2019  
:: Restoring people’s trust in medical facilities an essential prescription for achievi... 
   22 August,  Brazzaville - Populations across the 47 Member States of the World Health Organization’s 
(WHO) African Region only utilize an average 48% of their available health services. But only an 
average 34% of those same populations even has access to essential services. And health systems in 
those countries only perform, on average, at 49% of their possible level of functionality. 
:: WHO and Africa CDC agree on joint actions to improve health security in Africa  22 August 2019  
:: African health ministers agree to an all-fronts push to control the rise in vector-b... 
22 August 2019  

https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/23-08-2019-rising-to-the-challenge-of-malaria-eradication
https://www.who.int/malaria/news/2016/advisory-group-malaria-eradication/en/
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/22-08-2019-world-bank-and-who-statement-on-partnership-deployment-of-financing-to-who-for-ebola-response-in-drc
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/22-08-2019-world-bank-and-who-statement-on-partnership-deployment-of-financing-to-who-for-ebola-response-in-drc
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/22-08-2019-who-calls-for-more-research-into-microplastics-and-a-crackdown-on-plastic-pollution
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/21-08-2019-three-years-without-a-case-of-wild-polio-virus-government-of-nigeria-warns-against-complacency
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/18-08-2019-who-director-general-underscores-commitment-to-strengthening-health-in-pacific-islands
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/15-08-2019-who-congratulates-new-unaids-executive-director
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/14-08-2019-burundi-launches-ebola-vaccination-campaign-for-health-and-front-line-workers
http://www.afro.who.int/
https://www.afro.who.int/news/who-supports-cross-river-state-administering-polio-vaccines-cameroonian-refugees
https://www.afro.who.int/news/restoring-peoples-trust-medical-facilities-essential-prescription-achieving-universal-health
https://www.afro.who.int/news/who-and-africa-cdc-agree-joint-actions-improve-health-security-africa
https://www.afro.who.int/news/african-health-ministers-agree-all-fronts-push-control-rise-vector-borne-diseases


   

  

   With countries in Africa experiencing increased cases and deaths due to malaria and other vector-
borne diseases, 47 health ministers endorsed the region’s first aggressive plan for vector control across 
the continent that recognizes the need for an all-fronts push on eliminating the disease transmitters.   
:: Countries launch synchronized cross border campaign to fight against polio: Somali region of 
Ethiopia alone to vaccinate over half million under 5 children  21 August 2019  
:: Africa today heads into the last mile to be free of wild polio  21 August 2019  
:: Burundi launches ebola vaccination campaign for health and front-line workers  14 August 2019  
:: Driving levers of change for improved immunization coverage in weak performing LGAs 
   Abuja, 8 August, 2019 - The World Health Organization (WHO) is currently providing guidance to 
intensifying Routine Immunization (RI) strategies in low performing Local Government Areas (LGAs) in 
priority States in Nigeria. 
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
:: Youth leaders to share ideas with PAHO on improving adolescent health in the Americas 
(08/12/2019)  
:: Which are the key medical devices for primary health care services (08/06/2019)  
:: Birth defects registries expanding in Latin America (08/06/2019) 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
No new digest content identified. 
 
WHO European Region EURO  
:: Remembering Professor Lowell Levin, pioneer of health promotion 21-08-2019  
:: Low risk of Ebola virus disease in the WHO European Region 19-08-2019  
:: On World Humanitarian Day, WHO recognizes women at the forefront of humanitarian work 16-08-
2019  
:: International Youth Day 2019: Role of mentors in nursing and midwifery education 12-08-2019  
:: Syrian Arab Republic: tackling noncommunicable diseases in emergencies through primary health 
care 08-08-2019  
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: WHO trains Libyans to prevent and control deadly diseases  22 August 2019 
:: Oral cholera vaccine reaches nearly 400 000 people in Yemen  21 August 2019 
:: Stamping out leprosy in Libya  8 August 2019 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
:: Parliamentarians: Climate crisis one of the most critical threats to health in the Asia-Pacific region  23 
August 2019    
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2019/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release 
No new digest content identified. 

https://www.afro.who.int/news/countries-launch-synchronized-cross-border-campaign-fight-against-polio-somali-region-ethiopia
https://www.afro.who.int/news/countries-launch-synchronized-cross-border-campaign-fight-against-polio-somali-region-ethiopia
https://www.afro.who.int/news/africa-today-heads-last-mile-be-free-wild-polio
https://www.afro.who.int/news/burundi-launches-ebola-vaccination-campaign-health-and-front-line-workers
https://www.afro.who.int/news/driving-levers-change-improved-immunization-coverage-weak-performing-lgas
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=466:2008-media-center-press-releases&Itemid=40108&lang=en
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15361&catid=740&Itemid=1926&lang=en
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15353&catid=740&Itemid=1926&lang=en
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15352&catid=740&Itemid=1926&lang=en
http://www.searo.who.int/
http://www.euro.who.int/
http://www.euro.who.int/en/about-us/regional-director/news/news/2019/08/remembering-professor-lowell-levin,-pioneer-of-health-promotion2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/emergencies/pages/news/news/2019/8/low-risk-of-ebola-virus-disease-in-the-who-european-region2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/emergencies/pages/news/news/2019/8/on-world-humanitarian-day,-who-recognizes-women-at-the-forefront-of-humanitarian-work2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/Health-systems/nursing-and-midwifery/news/news/2019/8/international-youth-day-2019-and-transforming-education-the-role-of-mentors-in-nursing-and-midwifery2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/emergencies/syria-crisis-health-response-from-turkey/news/news/2019/08/syrian-arab-republic-tackling-noncommunicable-diseases-in-emergencies-through-primary-health-care2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/emergencies/syria-crisis-health-response-from-turkey/news/news/2019/08/syrian-arab-republic-tackling-noncommunicable-diseases-in-emergencies-through-primary-health-care2
http://www.emro.who.int/
http://www.emro.who.int/lby/libya-news/on-the-alert-who-trains-libyans-to-prevent-and-control-deadly-diseases.html?format=html
http://www.emro.who.int/yem/yemen-news/oral-cholera-vaccine-reaches-nearly-400-000-people.html
http://www.emro.who.int/lby/libya-news/leprosy-libya-2019.html
http://www.wpro.who.int/
https://www.who.int/westernpacific/news/detail/23-08-2019-parliamentarians-climate-crisis-one-of-the-most-critical-threats-to-health-in-the-asia-pacific-region
http://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2019/
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release


   

  

 
 
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
Selected Press Releases/Announcements 
UNDP takes next step in harnessing power of digital with online global dialogue 
   To spearhead the conversation on the breakthrough digital ideas that could exponentially help in 
fulfilling the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, UNDP today launched a global interactive…    
Posted on August 22, 2019 
 
UNDP to promote dynamic partnerships at TICAD7 to advance sustainable development in 
Africa 
   UNDP will engage multi-stakeholders in different dialogues at the 7th Tokyo International Conference 
on African Development .  
Posted on August 15, 2019 
 
Changing how we treat land “vital” in fight against climate change – UN development chief 
reacts to new climate report 
   The UNDP Administrator Achim Steiner today joined international climate experts in calling for action 
following the release of a UN report on the devastating impacts of current land use practices on…    
Posted on August 8, 2019 
 
 
UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 

UN Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN)  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://unsdsn.org/news/ 
Selected News & Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
https://www.unenvironment.org/ 
News 
23 Aug 2019   Statement  
Statement by Inger Andersen on the ongoing fires in the Amazon rainforest  
{See Week in Review above for detail] 

http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/news/2019/undp-kicks-off-conversation-on-harnessing-the-power-of-digital.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/news/2019/UNDP_to_promote_dynamic_partnerships_at_TICAD7_to_advance_sustainable_development_in_Africa.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/news/2019/UNDP_to_promote_dynamic_partnerships_at_TICAD7_to_advance_sustainable_development_in_Africa.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/news/2019/UN_development_chief_reacts_to_new_climate_and_land_report.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/news/2019/UN_development_chief_reacts_to_new_climate_and_land_report.html
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/
http://unsdsn.org/news/
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/
https://www.unenvironment.org/
https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/statement/statement-inger-andersen-ongoing-fires-amazon-rainforest


   

  

 
UNISDR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://www.unisdr.org/archive 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news.html 
Latest News 
Removing land mines clears way for new opportunities in Colombia 
19 August 2019, New York  
   Land mine contamination in Colombia, a result of more than 50 years of internal strife, has been an 
obstacle to peace and sustainable development in rural communities. One year of hard work in 
Planadas, southern Tolima department, Colombia, has released land for safe passage and access, 
contributing to long-term recovery and development effort in this conflict-affected community. 
   The humanitarian mine action project in Planadas took place from July 2017 to July 2018 and is part 
of a wider effort by the HALO Trust, National Mine Action Authority and the Colombian Armed Forces to 
survey and clear land mines and explosive remnants of war from Tolima. The project is intended to be 
scaled up to clear 52 Colombian municipalities of land mines. 
   The project brought multiple benefits for the Planadas community, touching on several Sustainable 
Development Goals, ensuring better health for its residents (SDG 3), helping gender equality and 
women’s empowerment (SDG 5), boosting economic opportunities (SDG 8) and contributing to a 
lasting peace (SDG 16)… 
 
‘We are facing a learning crisis’, UN chief warns on International Youth Day 
13 August 2019, New York  
   Schools are “not equipping young people with the skills they need to navigate the technological 
revolution”, UN Secretary-General António Guterres warned, in a message released to mark the UN’s 
International Youth Day… 
 
‘Preserve, revitalize and promote’ indigenous languages, or lose a ‘wealth of traditional 
knowledge’, UN chief says 
9 August 2019, New York  
   Secretary-General António Guterres underscored the urgency to “preserve, revitalize and promote 
indigenous languages” in his message for the International Day of the World’s Indigenous Peoples, 
celebrated on Friday. 
   “Languages are how we communicate, and they are inextricably linked to our cultures, histories and 
identity”, the UN chief said, noting that 2019 also marks the International Year of Indigenous 
Languages. 
   He pointed out that almost half of the world’s estimated 6,700 languages, which are mostly 
indigenous, risk extinction. “With every language that disappears, the world loses a wealth of 
traditional knowledge” said Mr. Guterres. 
   Noting that a significant proportion of the estimated 370 million indigenous people in the world today 
“still lack basic rights, with systematic discrimination and exclusion continuing to threaten ways of life, 
cultures and identities”, the UN chief stressed that this contradicts the UN Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, “with its promise to leave no 
one behind”… 
 

http://www.unisdr.org/archive
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/sustainable/sdg-good-practice-colombia.html
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/partnership/?p=30996
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/social/international-youth-day-2019-2.html
https://www.un.org/en/events/youthday/messages.shtml
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/social/indigenous-peoples-day-2019.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/social/indigenous-peoples-day-2019.html
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2019-08-09/secretary-generals-message-the-international-day-of-the-worlds-indigenous-peoples
https://www.un.org/en/events/indigenousday/
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/declaration-on-the-rights-of-indigenous-peoples.html
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld%22%3e


   

  

 
UNESCO  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://en.unesco.org/news 
23 August 2019 
Message from the Director-General on the occasion of the International Day for the 
Remembrance of the Slave Trade and its Abolition 
{See Week in Review above for detail] 
 

19 August 2019 
UNESCO and KSRelief provide education for Syrian refugees in Lebanon 
 
08 August 2019 
International Day of the World’s Indigenous Peoples 
 
 
International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS)  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
https://www.icomos.org/en/ 
Announcements 
Second Workshop: Strengthening capacities of World Heritage Professionals in the Arab 
region  
   The Arab Regional Centre for World Heritage (ARC-WH) and ICOMOS International in collaboration 
with ICCROM and IUCN, are organizing the second edition of the Capacity Building programme for 
World Heritage Professionals in the Arab Region for Cultural and Mixed sites for French speaker experts 
from 8 to 12 December 2019, the location is to be announced shortly. 
 
 
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp 
22/08/2019 – 
Latest UNODC Monitoring Report shows decline of coca cultivation in Bolivia 
 
 
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://unhabitat.org/media-centre/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ILO International Labour Organization  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm 
G7 Biarritz Summit 
The workplace equality challenge   
22 August 2019  

http://en.unesco.org/news
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000369981_eng?posInSet=13&queryId=N-29c126fa-41f7-4055-baea-608cc8ad635f
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000369981_eng?posInSet=13&queryId=N-29c126fa-41f7-4055-baea-608cc8ad635f
https://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-and-ksrelief-provide-education-syrian-refugees-lebanon
https://en.unesco.org/news/international-day-worlds-indigenous-peoples-0
https://www.icomos.org/en/
https://www.icomos.org/en/home-wh/60398-deuxieme-edition-de-l-atelier-de-renforcement-des-capacites-des-professionnels-du-patrimoine-mondial-dans-la-region-arabe-pour-les-sites-culturels-et-mixtes-2
https://www.icomos.org/en/home-wh/60398-deuxieme-edition-de-l-atelier-de-renforcement-des-capacites-des-professionnels-du-patrimoine-mondial-dans-la-region-arabe-pour-les-sites-culturels-et-mixtes-2
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/releases/2019/August/latest-unodc-monitoring-report-shows-decline-of-coca-cultivations-in-bolivia.html
http://unhabitat.org/media-centre/news/
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/features/WCMS_715996/lang--en/index.htm


   

  

ILO Director-General Guy Ryder has welcomed the decision to place the fight against inequality at the 
heart of this year’s G7 summit. Ryder, who will be attending the 24 to 26 August summit in Biarritz, 
France, called inequality one of the key challenges of our time. 
 
Blog 
Navigating indigenous rights   
09 August 2019  
The International Labour Organization is working with Indigenous peoples in some of the remotest 
parts of Bangladesh to raise awareness of their rights and to ensure the voices of indigenous women 
and men are heard on issues that affect their communities. 
 
ILO100 
Taking the ILO to South America: An epic historical journey   
07 August 2019  
Brazil, Uruguay, Argentina and Chile were founding members of the International Labour Organization 
but were far removed from its Geneva headquarters. In order to draw them in closer, the first ILO 
Director, Albert Thomas, undertook an epic 70-day journey to South America in 1925. 
 
Youth Employment 
Youth delegates call for systematic changes to global youth employment policies   
05 August 2019  
Young leaders at the ILO Global Youth Employment Forum in Nigeria highlight need for better jobs, 
entrepreneurship, training and rights. 
 
 
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://www.icao.int/  
22/8/19 
Common approach crucial to solving Asia-Pacific’s capacity constraints 
 
 
IMO International Maritime Organization  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx 
Latest Press Briefings  
No new digest content identified 
 
 
WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UPU  Universal Postal Union   [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://news.upu.int/no_cache/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 24 Aug 2019] 

https://iloblog.org/2019/08/09/navigating-indigenous-rights/#more-2934
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_714575/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_714623/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/Common-approach-crucial-to-solving-AsiaPacific-capacity-constraints.aspx
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release
http://news.upu.int/no_cache/news/


   

  

http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html 
Selected News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Organization for Standardization (ISO)  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/ 
By Clare Naden on 22 August 2019  
Technical report on terminology maintenance for medicinal products just published  
The identification of medicinal products (IDMP) is often a regulatory requirement and is increasingly 
necessary as the world moves towards integrated healthcare underpinned by global supply chain 
verification. ISO’s IDMP standards have just been joined by a new technical report describing key 
considerations...  
 
By Clare Naden on 20 August 2019  
Newly revised international guidance on service management systems just out  
An IT service management system (ITSMS) is a strategic tool to help organizations improve 
efficiencies, optimize the use of technologies, save money and provide many other benefits that go 
beyond IT. The ISO and IEC’s 20000 series provides international best-thinking for an effective ITSMS. 
Parts of...  
 
 
UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://media.unwto.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CBD  Convention on Biological Diversity [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://www.cbd.int/press-releases/  
2019-08-06 
Statement of the Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biological Diversity, Dr. 
Cristiana Paşca Palmer, UN Assistant Secretary-General, on the occasion of the 
International Day of the World’s Indigenous Peoples 
 

:::::: 
 
USAID [to 24 Aug 2019] 
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Announcements 
Statement from USAID Administrator Mark Green on World Humanitarian Day 2019  
August 19, 2019 
Statement 

http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html
https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/
https://www.iso.org/news/ref2422.html
https://www.iso.org/news/ref2421.html
http://media.unwto.org/news
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/
http://www.cbd.int/press-releases/
https://www.cbd.int/doc/speech/2019/sp-2019-08-09-IndigenousDay-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/speech/2019/sp-2019-08-09-IndigenousDay-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/speech/2019/sp-2019-08-09-IndigenousDay-en.pdf
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/aug-19-2019-statement-usaid-administrator-mark-green-world-humanitarian-day-2019


   

  

On August 19, we mark World Humanitarian Day, to recognize aid workers who sacrifice their lives to 
help people affected by global crises.  Each year, since the deaths of 22 United Nations and relief 
agency staff in a bombing in Baghdad 16 years ago, we honor the brave women and men who risk 
everything to help people in need.  In disaster and conflict zones around the world, attacks on aid 
workers and civilians are making it more dangerous to deliver assistance.  Last year, at least 405 aid 
workers were killed, injured, or kidnapped. Despite these challenges, the U.S. 
 
USAID Administrator Mark Green Remarks at a Press Roundtable on Ebola  
August 19, 2019 
Remarks 
USAID Administrator Mark Green Remarks at the Institut National de Recherche Biomédicale in 
Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of the Congo. 
 
The United States Remains Committed to Supporting the People of Venezuela  
August 5, 2019 
Fact Sheet 
While the illegitimate former Maduro regime continues to deny the scale of the crisis - as well as its 
role in causing it - independent international organizations report dire, irrefutable findings from inside 
Venezuela. The Maduro regime's corruption and mismanagement have led to the destruction of 
Venezuelan social services and crumbling public infrastructure, contributing to the deepening 
humanitarian crisis. The United States is supporting our Hemispheric partners in addressing the needs 
of Venezuelans who have fled to the region, and stands ready to provide assistance inside Venezuela. 
 
 
DFID  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development 
25 August 2019  
UK aid to break down barriers for female entrepreneurs in Africa  
International Development Secretary Alok Sharma announces significant increase in support to 
empower female entrepreneurs and businesswomen across Africa. 
From: Department for International Development  
Updated: 25 August 2019  
 
PM offers education lifeline to 600,000 children living in conflict  
The UK will lead the way in ensuring education for children in the world’s most dangerous and unstable 
countries.  
From: Department for International Development and 1 others  
Updated: 25 August 2019  
 
UK aid to provide life-saving support for up to one million people crippled by drought in 
Somalia  
Up to one million people in Somalia will receive lifesaving food and clean water to help stop starvation 
and malnutrition thanks to new UK funding. 
From: Department for International Development  
Updated: 23 August 2019  
 
Ethical Standards Rapid Literature Review: Final Report  
This review considers research and evaluation ethics in relation to development and humanitarian work 

https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/aug-19-2019-usaid-administrator-mark-green-remarks-press-roundtable-ebola
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/aug-5-2019-united-states-remains-committed-supporting-people-venezuela
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-aid-to-break-down-barriers-for-female-entrepreneurs-in-africa
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-offers-education-lifeline-to-600000-children-living-in-conflict
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-aid-to-provide-life-saving-support-for-up-to-one-million-people-crippled-by-drought-in-somalia
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-aid-to-provide-life-saving-support-for-up-to-one-million-people-crippled-by-drought-in-somalia
https://www.gov.uk/dfid-research-outputs/ethical-standards-rapid-literature-review-final-report


   

  

From: Department for International Development  
Updated: 22 August 2019  
 
Multi-year humanitarian funding: a thematic evaluation  
Examines whether MYHF helped build resilience, whether contingency funding led to quicker response 
and MYHF provided better VFM  
From: Department for International Development  
Updated: 21 August 2019  
 
Research Capacity Strengthening in Low- and Middle-Income Countries  
Rapid Evidence Assessment of the literature on interventions to strengthen research systems and 
organisations  
From: Department for International Development  
Updated: 12 August 2019  
 
 
ECHO  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news 
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1 
21/08/2019 
EU allocates €465,000 to strengthen Ebola preparedness in Burundi 
    The Ebola virus disease outbreak in the Democratic Republic of Congo continues to spread in the 
east of the country with a high risk of a spill-over into the neighbouring countries. The European Union 
is stepping up its assistance to Burundi with €...  
 
Statement by High Representative/Vice-President Mogherini and Commissioner 
Stylianides on the World Humanitarian Day 2019 
19/08/2019 
   This is a key year for International Humanitarian Law, as 2019 marks the 70th anniversary of the 
Geneva Conventions. As the risk humanitarian workers face continues to increase, the European Union 
pays tribute to the commitment of those who risk...  
 
rescEU assets mobilised to help Greece fight devastating forest fires 
14/08/2019 
   Following a request for assistance from Greece on 13 August 2019, rescEU assets have been 
mobilised to tackle forest fires ravaging several areas of Greece. As an immediate response, the 
European Union has already helped to mobilise 3 forest...  
 
The EU provides an additional €50 million to tackle drought in the Horn of Africa 
07/08/2019 
   The European Commission is mobilising a further €50 million in emergency humanitarian funding to 
help the people hit by drought in the Horn of Africa. With many in the region relying on livestock 
herding and subsistence farming, the prolonged...  
 
EU provides additional €10 million for humanitarian assistance in Zimbabwe 
06/08/2019 

https://www.gov.uk/dfid-research-outputs/multi-year-humanitarian-funding-a-thematic-evaluation
https://www.gov.uk/dfid-research-outputs/research-capacity-strengthening-in-low-and-middle-income-countries
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/eu-allocates-465000-strengthen-ebola-preparedness-burundi_en
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/statement-high-representativevice-president-mogherini-and-commissioner-stylianides-world_en
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/statement-high-representativevice-president-mogherini-and-commissioner-stylianides-world_en
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/resceu-assets-mobilised-help-greece-fight-devastating-forest-fires_en
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/eu-provides-additional-50-million-tackle-drought-horn-africa_en
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/eu-provides-additional-10-million-humanitarian-assistance-zimbabwe_en


   

  

   The EU has announced that it is providing an additional €10 million in funding to help address 
growing humanitarian needs in Zimbabwe. A combination of climatic shocks, exacerbated by the 
economic crisis, led to critical food shortages. The...  
 
Facility for Refugees in Turkey: €127 million to boost EU's largest ever humanitarian 
programme 
06/08/2019 
   To ensure refugees continue to be supported by the EU's largest humanitarian programme in Turkey, 
the Commission has today announced an additional €127 million to the Emergency Social Safety Net 
(ESSN) programme via the EU Facility for Refugees in...  
 
:::::: 
 
African Union [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://www.au.int/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of Social  
Press releases 
African Union Continues Engagement with Political Parties on the Continent 
August 21, 2019  
 
AUC Chairperson emphasizes on importance of sport to strengthen unity 
August 20, 2019  
 
AU, UN commemorate Women Humanitarians on World Humanitarian Day  
August 20, 2019  
 
 
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://asean.org/category/news/asean-secretariat-news/ 
Secretariat News 
ASEAN celebrates 52nd anniversary; inaugurates new Secretariat building 
JAKARTA, 8 August 2019 
 
 
European Commission [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1 
24/08/2019  
EU announces record €550 million contribution to save 16 million lives from AIDS, 
tuberculosis and malaria  
   European Commission - Press release Brussels, 24 August 2019 Today, the EU announced a €550 
million pledge to The Global Fund during the G7 summit in Biarritz. The Fund is an international 
partnership to fight against AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria around the world.  
 
EU mobilises €9 million to tackle the food crisis in Haiti  
   European Commission - Press release Brussels, 13 August 2019 The European Union has released €9 
million in humanitarian aid in response to the deteriorating food and nutrition situation in Haiti. The 
humanitarian aid will cover the basic food and nutritional needs of more than 130,000 people living in 
the worst...  

https://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/facility-refugees-turkey-127-million-boost-eus-largest-ever-humanitarian-programme_en
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/facility-refugees-turkey-127-million-boost-eus-largest-ever-humanitarian-programme_en
http://www.au.int/
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20190821/african-union-continues-engagement-political-parties-continent
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20190820/auc-chairperson-emphasizes-importance-sport-strengthen-unity-african
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20190820/au-un-commemorate-women-humanitarians-world-humanitarian-day
http://asean.org/category/news/asean-secretariat-news/
https://asean.org/asean-celebrates-52nd-anniversary-inaugurates-new-secretariat-building/
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1
https://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-19-5430_en.htm
https://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-19-5430_en.htm
https://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-19-5213_en.htm


   

  

 
Humanitarian Aid: additional €50 million to tackle drought in the Horn of Africa  
   European Commission - Press release Brussels, 7 August 2019 The European Commission is 
mobilising a further €50 million in emergency humanitarian funding to help the people hit by drought in 
the Horn of Africa. With many in the region relying on livestock herding and subsistence farming, the 
prolonged drought is...  
 
Facility for Refugees in Turkey: €127 million to boost EU's largest ever humanitarian 
programme  
   European Commission - Press release Brussels, 6 August 2019 To ensure refugees continue to be 
supported by the EU's largest humanitarian programme in Turkey, the Commission has today 
announced an additional €127 million to the Emergency Social Safety Net (ESSN) programme via the 
EU Facility for Refugees in Turkey.  
 

 
OECD  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://www.oecd.org/  
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
22-August-2019 
Top global firms commit to tackling inequality by joining Business for Inclusive Growth 
coalition  
   A group of major international companies has pledged to tackle inequality and promote diversity in 
their workplaces and supply chains as part of an initiative sponsored by the French Presidency of the 
G7 and overseen by the OECD.  
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
13-August-2019 
Canada has the most comprehensive and elaborate migration system, but some challenges 
remain  
   Canada has the largest and most comprehensive and elaborate skilled labour migration system in the 
OECD, according to a new OECD report.  
 
 
Organization of American States (OAS)   [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://www.oas.org/en/ 
Press Releases 
August 23, 2019 
OAS Permanent Council to Analyze Political and Social Crisis in Nicaragua and to Discuss 
Resolution on the Human Rights Situation in Venezuela 
   Please consult the agenda of the meeting here. Note that changes to the agenda may yet be made 
before the meeting. The meeting will be broadcast live - with interpretation in Spanish, English, French 
and Portuguese- on the OAS Website and the OAS Facebook page 
 
August 15, 2019 
OAS and Cisco to Launch Cybersecurity Innovation Councils in Latin America 
 
 

https://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-19-5090_en.htm
https://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-19-5049_en.htm
https://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-19-5049_en.htm
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/publicationsdocuments/bydate/
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/top-global-firms-commit-to-tackling-inequality-by-joining-business-for-inclusive-growth-coalition.htm
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/top-global-firms-commit-to-tackling-inequality-by-joining-business-for-inclusive-growth-coalition.htm
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/canada-has-the-most-comprehensive-and-elaborate-migration-system-but-some-challenges-remain.htm
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/canada-has-the-most-comprehensive-and-elaborate-migration-system-but-some-challenges-remain.htm
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_releases.asp
https://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=AVI-158/19
https://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=AVI-158/19
http://www.oas.org/en/council/CP/documentation/agenda/
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/webcast_schedule.asp
https://www.facebook.com/OASofficial
https://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=E-057/19


   

  

Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 24 Aug 2019] 
https://www.oic-oci.org/home/?lan=en 
Selected Press Releases 
OIC Calls for Peaceful Settlement of Kashmir Dispute 
   The General Secretariat of the Organization of Islamic cooperation (OIC) has been following the 
situation in Jammu and Kashmir with concern and calls for increased efforts to reach a negotiated 
settlement of the dispute. In this regard, the OIC welcomes the recent statement of the UN Secretary 
General on the issue and recalls the relevant UN Security Council Resolutions as guiding principles for 
peaceful resolution of the longstanding dispute.... 
16/08/2019 
 
OIC Calls for the Protection of Religious Rights of the People of Jammu and Kashmir 
   The OIC General Secretariat has learnt with concern the reports of curtailment of religious freedoms 
of Kashmiri Muslims in the Indian Occupied Jammu and Kashmir, including complete lockdown even on 
the auspicious occasion of Eid, denying Eid congregations and preventing Kashmiri Muslims from 
observing religious rituals. ... 
14/08/2019 
 
 
Group of 77  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://www.g77.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
UNCTAD  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives]  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Customs Organization – WCO  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://www.wcoomd.org/ 
23 August 2019  
The INAMA Project supports 9 Asian and sub-Saharan African Customs administrations in 
the fight against Illegal Wildlife Trade  
   In an effort to ensure continued traction in the fight against Illegal Wildlife Trade (IWT) across Asian 
and sub-Saharan African countries, nine expert national support missions were conducted under the 
auspices of the INAMA Project in July and August 2019. Administrations supported included Angola, 
Botswana, Cambodia, Cameroon, Lao PDR, Nigeria, Tanzania, Thailand and Togo… 
 
 
WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 

https://www.oic-oci.org/home/?lan=en
https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=22051&ref=12884&lan=en
https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=22050&ref=12883&lan=en
http://www.g77.org/
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx
http://www.wcoomd.org/
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/media/newsroom/2019/august/the-inama-project-supports-9-asian-and-sub-saharan-african-customs-administrations.aspx
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/media/newsroom/2019/august/the-inama-project-supports-9-asian-and-sub-saharan-african-customs-administrations.aspx
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm


   

  

IPU  Inter-Parliamentary Union   [to 24 Aug 2019] 
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Court of Justice  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Criminal Court (ICC)  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
Trying individuals for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/ 
Information   15 August 2019 
Bangladesh/ Myanmar situation: How victims can submit their views to ICC Judges  
 
:::::: 
 
World Bank [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week]  
World Bank and WHO Statement on Partnership & Deployment of Financing to WHO for 
Ebola Response in DRC 
WASHINGTON, August 23, 2019—The World Bank and the World Health Organization (WHO), along 
with the Government and other key partners, are working in close partnership on the Ebola Crisis 
Response in the...  
Date: August 23, 2019 Type: Press Release  
 
The Pandemic Emergency Financing Facility pays out an additional US$30 million to 
support the Ebola response in the Democratic Republic of Congo 
On August 19, 2019, the Pandemic Emergency Financing Facility (PEF) Steering Body approved a 
request from the Government of the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) for US$30 million from the 
Cash Window...  
Date: August 23, 2019 Type: Statement  
 
World Bank Launches Stakeholders Consultations to Support Peace in Afghanistan 
Kabul, August 21, 2019 – The World Bank today launched a stakeholder’s consultation to identify 
economic initiatives to support and sustain peace in Afghanistan once a potential political settlement 
is...  
Date: August 22, 2019 Type: Press Release 
 
Worsening Water Quality Reducing Economic Growth by a Third in Some Countries: World 
Bank 
WASHINGTON, August 20, 2019 – The world faces an invisible crisis of water quality that is eliminating 
one-third of potential economic growth in heavily polluted areas and threatening human and 
environmental...  
Date: August 20, 2019 Type: Press Release  

https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases
https://www.icc-cpi.int/
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=190816-bangladesh-myanmar-vprs
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2019/08/23/world-bank-and-who-statement-on-partnership-deployment-of-financing-to-who-for-ebola-response-in-drc
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2019/08/23/world-bank-and-who-statement-on-partnership-deployment-of-financing-to-who-for-ebola-response-in-drc
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/statement/2019/08/23/pandemic-emergency-financing-facility-pays-out-additional-us30-million-to-support-ebola-response-in-the-democratic-republic-of-congo
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/statement/2019/08/23/pandemic-emergency-financing-facility-pays-out-additional-us30-million-to-support-ebola-response-in-the-democratic-republic-of-congo
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2019/08/21/world-bank-launches-stakeholders-consultations-to-support-peace-in-afghanistan
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2019/08/20/worsening-water-quality-reducing-economic-growth-by-a-third-in-some-countries
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2019/08/20/worsening-water-quality-reducing-economic-growth-by-a-third-in-some-countries


   

  

[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
 
IMF  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Africa-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
African Development Bank Group  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
https://www.afdb.org/en 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Africa-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of No new 
digest content identified. 
08-Aug-2019 
Nigeria: African Development Bank extolls Chinese commitment to Africa, explores 
potential partnerships with investors  
 
 
Asian Development Bank  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://www.adb.org/news/releases 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-
level announcements are added each week] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank   [to 24 Aug 2019] 
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-
level announcements are added each week] 
Beijing, Aug. 20, 2019 
AIIB Becomes a Member of the Ethics Network of Multilateral Organizations (ENMO) 
The Ethics Network of Multilateral Organizations (ENMO) has approved the Asian Infrastructure 
Investment Bank for membership.  
 
 
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news 
News 
22 AUG  
Call for proposals: Grant to strengthen the supply of improved seeds and improved PPP in 
Central Africa (SISCA)  
 
20 AUG  
Achieving zero hunger means investing in small farmers  
 
08 AUG  

http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article
https://www.afdb.org/en
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/nigeria-african-development-bank-extolls-chinese-commitment-africa-explores-potential-partnerships-investors-28672
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/nigeria-african-development-bank-extolls-chinese-commitment-africa-explores-potential-partnerships-investors-28672
http://www.adb.org/news/releases
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/2019/20190820_001.html
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/41255780
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/41255780
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/41254833


   

  

IFAD, Bangladesh and partners to invest $54.8 million to improve infrastructure and living 
standards in coastal chars  
 
07 AUG  
Africa’s Key Development Partners Formalize Their Commitment to Work Jointly to Help 
Address Food and Nutrition Security in Times of Climate Change  
 
 
Islamic Development Bank  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
https://www.isdb.org/ 
Saudi Arabia 
937 Chinese students benefit from IsDB scholarships in development fields 
   At least 937 students from China have benefited from the scholarships provided by the Islamic 
Development Bank (IsDB) through the Community Outreach programme of the bank. IsDB has also 
approved 27 community development projects at the cost of US $11.8 million through the Special 
Assistance Programme in education, vocational training, and heath sector in various provinces such as 
Beijing, Ningxia, Yuan, Tianjin, Hubei and others.  
22 August 2019  
 

 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 

 

:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
   We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new research and 
major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, collaborations, and initiatives 
across the human rights, humanitarian response and development spheres of action.  WE will not 
reference fundraising announcements, programs, events or appeals, and generally not include content 
which is primarily photo-documentation or video in format. 
 
 
Action Contre la Faim – Action Against Hunger  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org 
Bangladesh  
Combattre la faim deux ans après la crise Rohingya 
19 août 2019  
Le 25 août 2017, des exactions commises dans l’État de Rakhine, au Myanmar, ont poussé un grand 
nombre de Rohingya, une minorité ethnique du pays, à se réfugier au Bangladesh. 2 ans après, plus 
d’un million de personnes se trouvent toujours dans la région de Cox’s Bazar et souffrent de 
malnutrition. 
 
 
Alliance for International Medical Action (ALIMA)  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
https://www.alima-ngo.org/en/press-room 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 24 Aug 2019] 

https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/41248272
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/41248272
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/41245208
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/41245208
https://www.isdb.org/
https://www.isdb.org/news/937-chinese-students-benefit-from-isdb-scholarships-in-development-fields
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/
https://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/a-la-une/combattre-la-faim-2ans-apres-la-crise-rohingya/
https://www.alima-ngo.org/en/press-room
http://amref.org/news/news/


   

  

https://newsroom.amref.org/category/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases 
Press Releases  
Amref Health Africa Ranked among Top 10 Best Employers in Africa 
August 16, 2019  
NAIROBI, August 16, 2019: Amref Health Africa, the largest Africa-based international Non-
Governmental Organisation (NGO) has emerged position… 
 
Press Releases  
The African Union Appoints Amref Health Africa Global CEO to Board of Africa Centre’s for 
Disease Control and Prevention (Africa CDC) 
August 8, 2019  
Amref Health Africa Global CEO and Co-Chair of UHC 2030 steering committee, Dr. Githinji Gitahi has 
been appointed as a member of the Governing Board of the Africa CDC. 
 
 
Aravind Eye Care System  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://www.aravind.org/  
Website not responding at inquiry 
 
  
BRAC  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://www.brac.net/#news 
August 25, 2019 
Liberia’s crops against the rebellious weather 
 
August 24, 2019 
Rohingya men lead the fight against gender violence 
 
 
CARE International  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases 
 21st Aug 2019      
61 NGOs warn of worsening crisis in Myanmar, call for refugees’ engagement on safe, 
voluntary returns 
Nearly 1 million Rohingya are still waiting for justice and a say about their future, two years after being 
forced from their homes by mass atrocities in Myanmar, and are struggling for safety and dignity in 
Bangladesh as refugees. 
 
As CARE International ranks deadliest places to be an aid worker; Syria tops the list for 
third year running 
 19th Aug 2019     
For the third year in a row, Syria has remained the deadliest place to be an aid worker, according to an 
analysis done by CARE International. A devastating 57 aid workers have lost their lives since the 
beginning of this year, including 18 in Syria – the largest humanitarian death ... 
 
CARE calls for immediate ceasefire in Aden as vulnerable children and elderly suffer in 
extreme heat 

https://newsroom.amref.org/category/press-releases/
https://newsroom.amref.org/press-releases/2019/08/amref-health-africa-ranked-among-top-10-best-employers-in-africa/
https://newsroom.amref.org/press-releases/2019/08/the-african-union-appoints-amref-health-africa-global-ceo-to-board-of-africa-centres-for-disease-control-and-prevention-africa-cdc/
https://newsroom.amref.org/press-releases/2019/08/the-african-union-appoints-amref-health-africa-global-ceo-to-board-of-africa-centres-for-disease-control-and-prevention-africa-cdc/
http://www.aravind.org/default/currentnewscontent
http://www.brac.net/#news
http://blog.brac.net/liberias-crops-against-the-rebellious-weather/
http://blog.brac.net/rohingya-men-lead-the-fight-against-gender-violence/
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases
https://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases/61-ngos-warn-of-worsening-crisis-in-myanmar-call-for-refugees-engagement-on-safe-voluntary-returns
https://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases/61-ngos-warn-of-worsening-crisis-in-myanmar-call-for-refugees-engagement-on-safe-voluntary-returns
https://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases/as-care-international-ranks-deadliest-places-to-be-an-aid-worker-syria-tops-the-list-for-third-year-running
https://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases/as-care-international-ranks-deadliest-places-to-be-an-aid-worker-syria-tops-the-list-for-third-year-running
https://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases/care-calls-for-immediate-ceasefire-in-aden-as-vulnerable-children-and-elderly-suffer-in-extreme-heat
https://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases/care-calls-for-immediate-ceasefire-in-aden-as-vulnerable-children-and-elderly-suffer-in-extreme-heat


   

  

 10th Aug 2019      
Following an escalation in hostilities in Aden, CARE calls for an immediate ceasefire to protect civilians 
affected by the fighting. On the eve of Eid al-Adha, when families should be celebrating together in 
peace and harmony, the latest violence demonstrates a total disregard for the people of Yemen. 
 
Dengue declared national epidemic in the Philippines, CARE to provide dengue prevention 
kits in evacuation camps 
 8th Aug 2019   
A dengue epidemic has been declared in the Philippines after recording more than 600 deaths and over 
146,000 cases in 2019 alone – a 98% increase from the previous year. 
 
Airport closure amounts to death sentence for thousands of sick Yemenis 
 5th Aug 2019      
Three years of restrictions imposed on Yemen’s airspace by the Saudi-led coalition is preventing 
thousands of sick Yemeni civilians from seeking urgent medical treatment outside the country, the 
Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) and CARE said today. 
 
 
Clubhouse International  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
https://www.drc.dk/news 
NEWS 
61 NGOs warn of worsening crisis in Myanmar, call for refugees’ engagement on safe, 
voluntary returns 
21.08.2019 
   In joint statement, 61 NGO's working in Bangladesh and Myanmar warn of unsafe conditions for 
Rohingya-refugees if returned forcefully to Myanmar and called for inclusion of refugees in the 
decision-making of their future. 
 
 
ECPAT  [to 24 Aug 2019]  
http://www.ecpat.net/news 
News & Updates 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Fountain House  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/  
Press Releases 
Fountain House Fall Fête to Honor Activist and Musician Moby  
Posted on: August 23, 2019  
 
 
Humanity & Inclusion  [nee Handicap International]  [to 24 Aug 2019]  

https://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases/dengue-declared-national-epidemic-in-the-philippines-care-to-provide-dengue-prevention-kits-in-evacuation-camps
https://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases/dengue-declared-national-epidemic-in-the-philippines-care-to-provide-dengue-prevention-kits-in-evacuation-camps
https://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases/airport-closure-amounts-to-death-sentence-for-thousands-of-sick-yemenis
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http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Heifer International  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases.html 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HelpAge International  [to 24 Aug 2019]  
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/ 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ICRC  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports       
Yemen: Significant humanitarian needs following days of fighting in Aden  
Geneva/Sanaa (Yemen) Hospitals in the Yemeni city of Aden are struggling and desperately in need of 
basic supplies, following days of fighting that left scores dead and hundreds injured, according to 
reports.  
12-08-2019 | News release  
 
They remain as life-saving as always: PNG reflects upon 70 years of Geneva Conventions  
Port Moresby (ICRC) – The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) mission in Papua New 
Guinea will host celebrations to mark 70 years of the Geneva Conventions on 12 August in Port 
Moresby. Among others, the key activities will include a panel discussion on the success, challenges 
and emerging trends in the application of Geneva Conventions and a photo exhibition on  
12-08-2019 | News release  
   
Afghanistan: Civilian suffering remains far too high  
Kabul (ICRC) - As Eid ul-Adha is approaching, the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) is 
disheartened to see that the ongoing peace talks have not diminished the intensity of violence and its 
impact on civilians.Civilian casualties remain far too high in Afghanistan, and the data from 2019 
suggests that all parties to the conflict -- all sides -- must do more to  
09-08-2019 | News release  
 
Publications 
22-08-2019  
Cash and Voucher Assistance - Economic Security  
 
16-08-2019  
Livestock – Economic Security  
 
16-08-2019  

http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases
http://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases.html
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/
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https://www.icrc.org/en/document/afghanistan-civilian-suffering-remains-far-too-high
https://www.icrc.org/en/publication/4408-cash-and-voucher-assistance-economic-security
https://www.icrc.org/en/publication/4407-livestock-economic-security


   

  

Nutrition – Economic Security 
 
 
IFRC   [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
Asia Pacific, Bangladesh, Myanmar 
Press release: Rakhine crisis – Two years on, the struggle for safety, privacy and dignity 
   Tens of thousands of people who fled violence in Rakhine to camps in Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh are 
living their lives in cramped tents and shelters, in conditions that fall well below international standards. 
 
 
International Medical Corps (IMC)   [to 24 Aug 2019] 
https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/ 
August 19, 2019  
Balancing Family and Work in the World’s Worst Humanitarian Emergency  
 
August 6, 2019  
Working with Local Partners, International Medical Corps Helps Indonesians Recover from 
Sulawesi Earthquake  
 
 
IRC  International Rescue Committee  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 
Media highlights 
Statement  
US Administration’s proposed abrogation of Flores Settlement threatens safety of children 
August 21, 2019  
 
Statement  
61 NGOs warn of worsening crisis in Myanmar, call for refugees’ engagement on safe, 
voluntary returns 
August 20, 2019  
 
Press Release  
IRC responds to military advance on Khan Sheikhoun, Syria - expressing concern for 3 
million civilians in Idlib province 
August 20, 2019  
 
Press Release  
G7: On World Humanitarian Day 300 women aid workers and allies call on world leaders to 
better protect the women and girls caught up in conflict and crisis.  
August 18, 2019  
 
Perspective  
World Humanitarian Day letter to world leaders 
August 16, 2019  
 

https://www.icrc.org/en/publication/4410-nutrition-economic-security
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/
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http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/us-administrations-proposed-abrogation-flores-settlement-threatens-safety-children
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/61-ngos-warn-worsening-crisis-myanmar-call-refugees-engagement-safe-voluntary-returns
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/61-ngos-warn-worsening-crisis-myanmar-call-refugees-engagement-safe-voluntary-returns
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/irc-responds-military-advance-khan-sheikhoun-syria-expressing-concern-3-million
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/irc-responds-military-advance-khan-sheikhoun-syria-expressing-concern-3-million
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/g7-world-humanitarian-day-300-women-aid-workers-and-allies-call-world-leaders-better
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/g7-world-humanitarian-day-300-women-aid-workers-and-allies-call-world-leaders-better
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/world-humanitarian-day-letter-world-leaders


   

  

Press Release  
As bombs are dropped in Aden, Yemen the IRC urges all parties to consider the 
humanitarian consequences of their actions and resolve issues through talks, not war 
August 11, 2019  
 
Press Release  
IRC programs suspended in Aden due to new violent clashes 
August 9, 2019  
 
 
IRCT  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
https://irct.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Islamic Relief Worldwide  [to 24 Aug 2019]  
https://www.islamic-relief.org/ 
Latest News 
Global  
Muslims must take action on climate crisis to preserve holy pilgrimage 
Published: 22 August, 2019  
[See Week in Review for detail] 
 
Islamic Relief’s humanitarian standards recognised for third year 
Published: 23 August, 2019  
 
Islamic Relief responds as floods strike Kerala again 
Published: 23 August, 2019  
 
Islamic Relief humanitarians who saved many lives but lost their own 
Published: 19 August, 2019  
 
Why we’re celebrating our female heroes this World Humanitarian Day 
Published: 19 August, 2019  
 
  
Landsea   [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Medecins du Monde   [to 24 Aug 2019]  
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/ 
August 22, 2019 
Rohingya deserve justice 
   61 NGOs warn of worsening crisis in Myanmar; call for safe, voluntary return of refugees from 
Bangladesh. 
 

https://www.rescue.org/press-release/bombs-are-dropped-aden-yemen-irc-urges-all-parties-consider-humanitarian-consequences
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https://irct.org/
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Mercy Corps [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
August 22, 2019 
Two Years On: Rohingya Deserve Justice, A Place at the Table  
   61 NGOs warn of worsening crisis in Myanmar; call for refugees’ engagement on safe, voluntary 
returns  

 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 24 Aug 2019]  
http://www.msf.org/ 
Selected News; Project Updates, Reports  
Cameroon  
A multidisciplinary approach to stem the spread of cholera  
Project Update 21 Aug 2019  
 
Rohingya refugee crisis  
Two years on: No solutions in sight for the Rohingya  
Project Update 20 Aug 2019  
 
Democratic Republic of Congo  
A deadly measles outbreak is spreading like wildfire  
Project Update 16 Aug 2019  
 
Tuberculosis  
Promising new tuberculosis drug pretomanid approved, but will it be affordable? 
Press Release 15 Aug 2019  
 
Brazil  
The struggle of Venezuelan migrants and asylum seekers in northern Brazil  
Project Update  14 August 2019 
 
 
Operation Smile  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office 
Program Schedule 
Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve every 
opportunity for safe surgical care.  
 
 
OXFAM [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases 
Selected News/Announcements 
New Oxfam safeguarding director says organization primed to capitalize on official 
recommendations to make deeper improvements 
22 August 2019 
   Oxfam is well placed to expand upon the improvements it is making to its safeguarding systems and 
working culture, says new International Associate Director of Safeguarding, Victoria McDonough. 

http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases
https://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/two-years-rohingya-deserve-justice-place-table
http://www.msf.org/
https://www.msf.org/how-stem-spread-cholera-cameroon-and-lake-chad-region
https://www.msf.org/two-years-no-solutions-sight-rohingya-myanmar-bangladesh-and-malaysia
https://www.msf.org/deadly-measles-outbreak-spreading-wildfire-democratic-republic-congo
https://www.msf.org/promising-new-tuberculosis-drug-approved-will-it-be-affordable
https://www.msf.org/struggle-venezuelan-migrants-and-asylum-seekers-northern-brazil
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office
http://www.operationsmile.org/approach/program-schedule
http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases
https://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases/2019-08-22/new-oxfam-safeguarding-director-says-organization-primed-0
https://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases/2019-08-22/new-oxfam-safeguarding-director-says-organization-primed-0


   

  

Oxfam today publishes the fifth quarterly report of its Feb 2018 Ten-Point Plan in response to the Haiti 
sexual misconduct scandal. 
 
G7 Fueling Inequality at Home and Around the World 
22 August 2019 
   As G7 leaders head to Biarritz, France, and President Macron promises to make the fight against 
inequality a priority at this year’s Summit, Oxfam says that the G7 are actively fueling inequality at 
home and across the globe. 
 
Oxfam International farewells Winnie Byanyima to UNAIDS 
14 August 2019 
   Winnie Byanyima to join UNAIDS as executive director. 
 
 
Norwegian Refugee Council   [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://www.nrc.no/ 
Latest news from NRC 
Venezuela | 24. Aug 2019  
Spike of people leaving Venezuela risk overwhelming humanitarian capacity 
“Anticipating the negative effects of new visa requirements in Ecuador and Peru, applied in the last 
three months, have led to a spike in the number of people leaving Venezuela in recent weeks”, warned 
Christian Visnes, country director of the Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC).  
 
Nigeria | 23. Aug 2019  
Torrential rains destroy shelters for displaced people in northeast Nigeria 
Torrential rain has destroyed makeshift tents and caused severe flooding to temporary displacement 
camps in northeast Nigeria, leaving vulnerable families homeless. The Norwegian Refugee Council 
(NRC) is appealing for urgent financial assistance to address the colossal humanitarian needs and to 
prevent the spread of deadly cholera.  
 
Mali | 22. Aug 2019  
MALI: Insecurity in Menaka region affects humanitarian assistance 
Insecurity and increased crime in the region of Menaka is having a detrimental impact on the civilian 
population and humanitarian organizations in the area. With a monthly average of six incidents of 
robberies and burglaries of humanitarian organizations, their residents and office, the level of crime is 
putting the humanitarian response in jeopardy.  
 
Myanmar | 21. Aug 2019  
NGOs warn of worsening crisis in Myanmar, call for refugees’ engagement on safe, 
voluntary returns 
Two years after being forced from their homes by mass atrocities in Myanmar, and striving for safety 
and dignity in Bangladesh, Rohingya are still waiting for justice and a say about their future, said 61 
international and national organisations working in Myanmar and Bangladesh today. In a joint 
statement the agencies call for human rights for all to be recognised in Rakhine State and for Rohingya 
refugees to have a part in decision-making about their own lives, including their return to Myanmar.  
 
DR Congo | 20. Aug 2019  
Fighting Ebola in DRC: Convincing people is key 

https://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases/2019-08-21/oxfam-g7-fueling-inequality-home-and-around-world
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NORCAP experts working with the Ebola crisis in the Democratic Republic of Congo believe their most 
important task is to convince the communities of the severity of the epidemic.  
 
Venezuela | 14. Aug 2019  
Global funding appeal offers hope to vulnerable Venezuelans 
Millions of vulnerable people in Venezuela could be handed a vital lifeline following today’s launch of 
the UN Humanitarian Response Plan, which is seeking $223 million to reach 2.6 million people in need. 
The Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) is urging donor countries to support the appeal and for the 
Government of Venezuela to grant humanitarian agencies unrestricted access to reach those 
desperately in need.  
 
Afghanistan | 14. Aug 2019  
Displaced Afghans resort to desperate measures as support dwindles 
One year after the worst drought on record forced nearly half a million Afghans to leave their homes, 
many families remain in tents on the outskirts of Herat city. Unable to return home due to ongoing 
conflict, they struggle to survive as support is cut back  
 
Lebanon | 09. Aug 2019  
Calling on Lebanese Authorities to Stop the Demolition of Refugees’ Homes 
Joint statement by the Lebanon Humanitarian INGO Forum (LHIF), of which NRC is a member.  
 
 
Pact  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://www.pactworld.org/  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Partners In Health  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://www.pih.org/blog   
Aug 23, 2019  
Dr. Paul Farmer Talks Health Equity, Empathy with Bay Area NPR  
In a conversation that ranged from Congo and Rwanda to Palo Alto, Harvard and Haiti, PIH's co-
founder and chief strategist found a common thread.  
 
Aug 12, 2019  
Meet New CEO Dr. Sheila Davis: "Firefighter," HIV Advocate, and Nurse Poet  
Dr. Sheila Davis, who became CEO on July 1, shares how she moved from being a rural Mainer 
interested in nursing, to a PIH-er working at the highest levels of global health. 
 
Aug 09, 2019  
‘We Get to Set the Tone’: UGHE's First On-Campus Students Reflect on Landmark Year  
As UGHE hosts graduation this weekend, four master's students share thoughts on their capstone 
projects, university life, and involvement in the Butaro community.  
 
Aug 06, 2019  
NPR Highlights PIH Child Cancer Care in Rwanda  
A recent article shows how PIH is providing low-cost, lifesaving care for children at the Butaro Cancer 
Center of Excellence.  
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PATH  [to 24 Aug 2019]  
https://www.path.org/media-center/  
August 14, 2019 by PATH  
In new Living Labs initiative, health care workers will co-create solutions to increase 
immunization coverage in sub-Saharan Africa 
   Seattle, WA, August 14, 2019 – PATH and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation have launched a new 
partnership to develop innovative approaches that engage and build on the motivation of frontline 
immunization workers for improved performance. The Living Labs initiative will put health care workers 
at the center of defining the challenges they face in their daily work and being the architects of 
creative solutions. This project is a new way for PATH, the Gates Foundation, and health care workers 
to partner as co-creators in the rapid designing, prototyping, and testing of new solutions to increase 
immunization coverage and equity… 
 
 
Plan International/BORNEfonden  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Save The Children [to 24 Aug 2019] 
https://www.savethechildren.net/news 
21 August 2019 - Bangladesh, Myanmar 
Two Years On: Rohingya Deserve Justice 
 
21 August 2019 - Bangladesh, Myanmar 
61 NGOs warn of worsening crisis in Myanmar 
 
16 August 2019 - Congo (Brazzaville) 
Save the Children statement: New cases of Ebola in South Kivu 
 
15 August 2019 - Philippines 
Nearly half of all dengue deaths in the Philippines are children under nine years old 
 
12 August 2019 - Lebanon 
Save the Children Calls on Lebanese Authorities to Stop the Demolition of Refugees’ 
Homes 
 
9 August 2019 - Colombia 
Save the Children lauds Colombian citizenship for thousands of Venezuelan children 
 
9 August 2019 - Yemen 
One year later, child-survivors describe gruelling battle to recover 
 
8 August 2019 - Somalia 
Children in Somalia face some of the highest rates of grave violations 
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SOS-Kinderdorf International  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
https://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/news 
All News 
Child rights organisations call for an EU Commissioner for Children  
   August 23 2019 - The child rights network Eurochild has launched a petition that calls for the 
appointment of an EU Commissioner for Children. The petition targets European Union leaders and 
comes at the time when new EU Commissioners are being elected.  
 
World Humanitarian Day  
Healing trauma in Syrian children  
   August 19 2019 - On this year’s World Humanitarian Day, we celebrate the work of women 
humanitarians. Teresa Ngigi, an SOS mental health specialist, supports children in healing from the 
trauma of war.  
 
 
Tostan  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://www.tostan.org 
Aug 22, 2019  
Empowered CMC Leads the Way to Sustainable Development in Song Kunda! 
    “If you want to go fast, go alone. If you want to go far, go together.” This African proverb is ever so 
fitting to Song Kunda, a remote village located in the Upper River Region, Kantora District, and one of 
the first villages in the Gambia to participate in the Community Empowerment Program (CEP) from 
2007 to 2009, as well as the Peace and Security module from 2011 to 2012. 
   Following its participation in Tostan’s non-formal, human rights-based education program, Song 
Kunda has seen incredible changes in its community, ranging from the reduction of harmful practices 
and maternal death, to increased school enrollment and improved child health… 
 
 
Women for Women International  [to 24 Aug 2019]  
https://www.womenforwomen.org/ 
August 21, 2019 
Startup Sisterhood  
Article 
 
August 19, 2019 
From the Front Line: Moses Abure's Story  
Article 
 
August 19, 2019 
Women for Women International Returns to South Sudan to Help Women Rebuild Their 
Lives  
Article 
 
August 16, 2019 
Supporter Spotlight: Barbara Bryce  
Article 
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August 15, 2019 
Meet the Staff of Women for Women International  
Article 
 
 
World Vision  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://wvi.org/ 
August 21st 2019  
61 NGOs warn of worsening crisis in Myanmar, call for refugees’ engagement on safe, 
voluntary returns  
[See Week in Review above for full text] 
 
:::::: 
 
Electronic Frontiers Foundation 
https://www.eff.org/updates?type=press_release 
Press Release | August 15, 2019  
Trailblazing Tech Scholar danah boyd, Groundbreaking Cyberpunk Author William Gibson, 
and Influential Surveillance Fighters Oakland Privacy Win EFF’s Pioneer Awards 
   San Francisco – The Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF) is honored to announce the winners of its 
2019 Pioneer Awards: trailblazing tech scholar danah boyd, groundbreaking cyberpunk author William 
Gibson, and the influential surveillance-fighting group Oakland Privacy. The ceremony will be held 
September 12th in San Francisco.  
 
 
Freedom House [to 24 Aug 2019] 
https://freedomhouse.org/news 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Research 
Press Releases 
Zimbabwe: Government Must Halt Extended Crackdown on Dissent 
August 23, 2019 
The government of Zimbabwe must end its violent crackdown on dissent in the country and 
immediately investigate reports of beatings and torture by state security agents. 
 
Press Releases 
How Technology Platforms Should Deal with Hostile State-Owned Propaganda Outlets 
August 21, 2019 
Freedom House Director for Technology and Democracy weighs in on how Facebook and Twitter can 
combat the ways that hostile powers, extremists abuse the social media platforms to directly recruit, 
abuse, and influence individuals in democratic societies.  
 
Press Releases 
Russia: Rules for Academic Meetings Undermine Freedom and Scholarship 
August 15, 2019 
The new requirements from the Russian Ministry of Education and Science undermine the freedom 
necessary for academic institutions.  
 
Joint Letters 
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Call on the Government of Zimbabwe to Respect and Protect Citizens’ Right to Protest 
August 15, 2019 
Zimbabwe's government must respect and protect freedom of expression in the wake of 
a demonstrations about the country's untenable economic situation. 
 
Press Releases 
Uganda: New Registration Requirements Threaten Online Expression 
August 15, 2019 
Online registration requirements and publishing fees in Uganda stifle freedom of expression. 
 postelection violence against civilians by the Zimbabwe National Army in 2018. 
 
 
Human Rights Watch  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
https://www.hrw.org/ 
Selected Commentary, Announcements, Statements 
August 22, 2019 News Release 
Myanmar: Crimes Against Rohingya Go Unpunished 
 
August 22, 2019 News Release 
Australia: Retain Emergency Medical Care for Refugees 
 
August 22, 2019 News Release 
Saudi Arabia: Travel Restrictions on Saudi Women Lifted 
 
August 21, 2019 News Release 
US: New Rules Allow Indefinite Detention of Children 
 
 
Transparency International  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases 
23 Aug 2019  
Transparency International board decision on independent investigation 
- The Transparency International Board of Directors met and resolved to establish an independent 
external investigation into any alleged misconduct at the TI Secretariat in Berlin that might constitute a 
breach of rules, principles, and standards of an ethical nature.  
 
21 Aug 2019  
Transparency International statement on Secretariat staff wellbeing 
- A recent article in The Guardian has raised a number of serious allegations relating to organisational 
behaviours, culture and management at the Transparency International Secretariat in Berlin. 
Misconduct at any level of the organisation will not be tolerated.  
 
::::: 
 
Bond  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
https://www.bond.org.uk/ 
News and views 
Brexit looms: 6 things for NGOs to consider  
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21 August 2019  
   The UK’s agreed date to leave the European Union on 31 October 2019 is fast approaching. What 
can NGOs do to prepare?  
 
Complaint or concern? Why you need to define and apply safeguarding in your own terms 
21 August 2019  
Jo Davies 
   How can we encourage whistleblowers to come forward? Changing cultures and having the right 
mechanisms helps with under-reporting.  
 
UK Civil Society Strategy one year on: actions speak louder than words 
15 August 2019  
Zoe Abrahamson 
   In order to realise the Civil Society strategy, the new government needs to produce a plan as to how 
it will be achieved.  
 
Shifting our fundraising paradigm from the outside in 
13 August 2019  
Leesa Harwood 
   It’s time to examine our funding paradigms and transform the way NGOs fund their missions.  
 
Listen to children and young people in policy making 
12 August 2019  
Carine Le Borgne 
   Children and young people have the right to participate in policy decisions that effect them. How can 
we facilitate this?  
 
6 ways artificial intelligence is being used in international development  
8 August 2019  
Jonathan Hatch 
   A look at some promising ideas and projects showing how artificial intelligence can potentially help 
with international development.  
 
4 trends in global humanitarian aid 
6 August 2019  
Angus Urquhart 
   Key trends shaping how the humanitarian financing landscape is (and is not) changing from 
Development Initiatives' global humanitarian assistance report 2019.  
 
 
ChildFund Alliance  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
https://childfundalliance.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CONCORD  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/ 
No new digest content identified. 
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The Elders  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://theelders.org/news-media 
Selected Press Releases and Major Announcements 
Guest Blog   16 August, 2019 
The climate and human cost of intensive farming 
   This month, the IPCC released a new report highlighting the serious choices that will need to be 
made about how humans interact with the land systems that provide our societies with the food and 
water we need to survive.  
 
Opinion  12 Aug 2019 
Femicide is a crime against all humanity 
   Ricardo Lagos laments the normalisation of violence against women and girls in Latin America and 
calls for leadership and investment to end this shameful reality. First published in El Pais in English and  
 
 
Evidence Aid   [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://www.evidenceaid.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gavi [to 24 Aug 2019] 
https://www.gavi.org/ 
Latest news 
Using drones to reach remote communities with vaccines in the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo 
09 August 2019 
During a recent visit to the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), Gavi spoke to Freddy Nkosi, 
Senior Manager of Advocacy and Communications at VillageReach, about the planned vaccine delivery 
drone launch in Équateur Province in the north of the DRC. Nkosi is based in the DRC capital, Kinshasa, 
and is part of the regional and global VillageReach team 
 
 
Global Fund  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/ 
News 
European Union Announces Major Increase to the Global Fund  
24 August 2019 
   … President of the European Council Donald Tusk announced on behalf of the EU a pledge of €550 
million for the Global Fund’s Sixth Replenishment during the G7 Summit in Biarritz. This represents an 
increase of 16 percent over their previous contribution… 
 
News 
Canada Steps Up Fight Against Epidemics with a Major Increase to Global Fund  
22 August 2019 
   GENEVA – The Global Fund warmly welcomed today’s announcement by Canadian Minister of 
International Development and Minister for Women and Gender Equality, Maryam Monsef, of a new 
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https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/2019-08-22-canada-steps-up-fight-against-epidemics-with-a-major-increase-to-global-fund/


   

  

pledge of CAD 930.4 million to the Global Fund for the next three years. The new pledge – 
representing a 15.7% increase from Canada’s previous pledge – is a tremendous investment in global 
efforts to end the epidemics of HIV, TB and malaria… 
 
News 
Switzerland Increases Contribution to Global Fund  
21 August 2019 
   … In its meeting today in Bern, the Swiss Federal Council approved a contribution of CHF64 million to 
the Global Fund’s Sixth Replenishment. This is the highest contribution ever granted by Switzerland to 
the Global Fund… 
 
News 
Patricia Moser Elected Chair of Technical Review Panel  
20 August 2019 
   GENEVA − The Technical Review Panel, a group of independent experts who review requests for 
funding to the Global Fund, has elected Dr. Patricia Moser as its new chair.  
   Dr. Moser is a distinguished public health economist from the United States, with more than three 
decades of experience improving access to health services and health outcomes in low- and middle-
income countries.  
   Dr. Moser has worked extensively on efforts to remove HIV, tuberculosis and malaria as major 
impediments to improved health, and supporting stronger health systems that are an indispensable 
component of ending epidemics… 
 
 
Hilton Prize Coalition [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/ 
08/21/2019 + Blog,  
Fighting Ageism for a Sustainable Future: HPC Fellow, Isak Christensen 
 
 
ICVA - International Council of Voluntary Agencies   [to 24 Aug 2019] 
https://icvanetwork.org/ 
Latest resources, events, content 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
InterAction  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://www.interaction.org/ 
U.S. Foreign Assistance  
President of InterAction: Foreign Aid will Continue to Deliver 
InterAction  
Aug 22, 2019  
 
U.S. Foreign Assistance  
90+ NGOs: Letter to Congressional Leadership Regarding Possible Rescissions 
InterAction  
Aug 19, 2019  
Humanitarian Practice  
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Meet Patty McIlreavy 
InterAction Vice President of Humanitarian Policy and Practice 
Aug 19, 2019  
Humanitarian Practice  
 
Celebrating Women Humanitarians 
InterAction  
Aug 16, 2019  
 
:::::: 
 
3ie  International Initiative for Impact Evaluation [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://www.3ieimpact.org/ 
Latest Publications 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CHS Alliance  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://chsalliance.org/news-events/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Development Initiatives   [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://devinit.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action 
(ALNAP)     [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://www.alnap.org/ 
13 Aug 2019  
BetterEvaluation launches a new page on evaluation of humanitarian action 
   The ALNAP Secretariat has put together a new thematic page on humanitarian evaluation at the 
BetterEvaluation site: a website specialising in sharing evaluation resources and learning. This new 
page is fully dedicated to advice for anyone who is planning, has been involved in or used – or simply 
interested in – evaluation of humanitarian action… 
 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre 
LATEST PRESS RELEASES 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
EHLRA/R2HC   [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/ 
14.08.2019  
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Eight innovation grants awarded to support wider adoption of projects 
   We have recently funded a collection of grantees, who had previously received funding from our HIF 
programme at the piloting and implementation stage, to support wider adoption outside of the 
innovation’s original setting. We are now happy to announce that eight applicants have been 
successfully awarded grant funding from our HIF through this call… 
 
 
Groupe URD   [to 24 Aug 2019] 
https://www.urd.org/en/news/ 
News  
Results of the initial data survey in the Lake Chad Basin region, RESILAC project 
23/08/2019  
   The objective of the initial data survey is to provide an overview of the intervention territory and to 
establish the baseline data for the project's indicators, in order to measure their evolution during a 
mid-term (2020) and final (2021) survey. This report presents the information collected from 2070 
individuals in the project area.. 
 
 
International Humanitarian Studies Association  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
https://ihsa.info/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
INEE – an international network for education in emergencies   [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://www.ineesite.org/en/news 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP)  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
https://phap.org/ 
Association news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Sphere  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
https://www.spherestandards.org/news-and-events/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Start Network [to 24 Aug 2019] 
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs 
16 Aug 19  
World Humanitarian Day 2019  
Marking the role of women in the humanitarian sector 
by Fatima Khonat  
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   World Humanitarian Day; a day to tribute countless aid workers across the humanitarian sector who 
despite the risks they face, help millions of people recover from crises.  
 
 
Brookings 
http://www.brookings.edu/ 
Accessed 24 Aug 2019 
Latest Research 
Report  
The shift in private sector union participation: Explanations and effects 
Ryan Nunn, Jimmy O’Donnell, and Jay Shambaugh 
Thursday, August 22, 2019  
 
International Affairs  
Hostile ally: The Trump challenge and Europe’s inadequate response 
Constanze Stelzenmüller 
August 2019  
 
Report  
How high are infrastructure costs? Analyzing Interstate construction spending 
Leah Brooks and Zachary Liscow 
Monday, August 19, 2019  
 
Report  
Fiscal policy with high debt and low interest rates 
William G. Gale 
Thursday, August 15, 2019  
 
Report  
How risk-sharing policies affect the costs and risks of public pension plans 
Donald Boyd, Gang Chen, and Yimeng Yin 
Monday, August 12, 2019  
 
 
Center for Global Development    [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center 
August 12, 2019 
The Effects of an ID Requirement for Health Insurance on Infants’ Health Care Utilization 
and Health Outcomes: Evidence from Peru’s Seguro Integral de Salud 
   Many governments require individuals to prove their identity to qualify for public programs, which 
risks excluding beneficiaries who lack identification documents. 
Sebastian Bauhoff and Roxanne Oroxom  
 
August 8, 2019 
Promoting Investment in Research for Development Outcomes: A Research Ventures Fund 
at the World Bank 
   This note proposes a new Research Ventures Fund (RVF) at the World Bank to better prioritize R&D 
investments in support of development progress. The RVF would employ financing mechanisms that 
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are consistent with research needs: significant scale and scope, patience, and tolerance for failure. 
Existing development-oriented research consortia like CGIAR would provide a promising start for RVF 
funding allocations. Donors to the IDA-19 replenishment should take the first step in securing funding 
for the new fund in 2019. 
Scott Morris  
 
August 7, 2019 
Five Takeaways on the Future of Humanitarian Reform 
   The world’s humanitarian aid architecture is growing outdated. Relief programs are most effective 
when they are integrated, locally owned, and demand driven. But humanitarian action in the 
21st century remains constrained by a 20th-century aid model. 
Jeremy Konyndyk  
 
August 6, 2019 
Digital Technology and State Capacity in Kenya 
   Following the launch of M-Pesa in 2007, Kenya has emerged as a global leader in the development of 
mobile money and in increasing rates of financial inclusion. This paper shows how M-Pesa’s success 
has led to a series of endogenous innovations that have shaped Kenya’s digital space, placing it ahead 
of other developing economies in the region in the deployment and use of digital technology. 
Njuguna Ndung’u  
 
 
CSIS  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
https://www.csis.org/ 
Selected Reports 
Report 
Where Are the Northern Triangle Countries Headed? And What Is U.S. Policy? 
August 20, 2019 | Mark L. Schneider, Michael A. Matera CSIS’s Mark Schneider and Michael Matera 
track the recent history of U.S. engagement with the Northern Triangle Countries—El Salvador, 
Guatemala, and Honduras—and make recommendations about how the United States and international 
community can better engage the region.  
 
Report 
The Civil Challenges to Peace in Afghanistan 
August 20, 2019 | Anthony H. Cordesman This CSIS report examines ongoing civil issues in 
Afghanistan, and the necessity of addressing them if the U.S. wants to make a potential peace a lasting 
one.  
 
 
Report 
Blinking Red Lights 
August 15, 2019 | Heather A. Conley, Matthew Melino CSIS’s Heather Conley and Matthew Melino look 
at the resurgence of ethno-nationalism in the Western Balkans, which has further destabilized the 
country's fragile governance structure, with neighbors meddling into domestic affairs to potentially 
dangerous effect.  
 
Report 
Warning for the Gray Zone  

https://www.cgdev.org/expert/scott-morris
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/five-takeaways-future-humanitarian-reform
https://www.cgdev.org/expert/jeremy-konyndyk
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/digital-technology-and-state-capacity-kenya
https://www.csis.org/
https://www.csis.org/analysis/where-are-northern-triangle-countries-headed-and-what-us-policy
https://www.csis.org/people/mark-l-schneider
https://www.csis.org/people/michael-matera
https://www.csis.org/analysis/civil-challenges-peace-afghanistan
https://www.csis.org/people/anthony-h-cordesman
https://www.csis.org/analysis/blinking-red-lights
https://www.csis.org/people/heather-conley
https://www.csis.org/people/matthew-melino
https://www.csis.org/analysis/warning-gray-zone


   

  

August 13, 2019 | Lindsey R. Sheppard Gray zone campaigns are challenging given that warning 
requires detection of a weak signal through global noise and across threat vectors and regional 
boundaries. Thus, warning in the gray zone means identifying and assessing new patterns throughout 
new sources of data. 
 
Report 
Case Study: The U.S. Government in the Cold War  
August 13, 2019 | Alice Hunt Friend During the Cold War, both the United States and the Soviet Union 
engaged in gray zone activity.  Understanding how the United States organized—and re-organized—
itself from 1947 to 1989 is critical in approaching the gray zone challenges faced today.  
 
Report 
Case Study: First Solar, 2006 – 2012 
August 13, 2019 | Joseph Federici Several challenges emerged that threated the viability of many U.S. 
solar power companies, including First Solar, Inc. This case study examines the decisions made by First 
Solar to remain viable in a volatile market and looks at lessons to apply to gray zone challenges.  
 
Report 
Case Study: Israel’s Competition with Iran: 1991 – 2015 
August 13, 2019 Since 1979, relations between Iran and Israel deteriorated into a decades-long gray 
zone competition, which continues today. This case study examines the organizational and policy shifts 
made by Israel between the First Gulf War and 2015.  
 
Report 
By Other Means Part II: U.S. Priorities in the Gray Zone 
August 13, 2019 | Melissa Dalton, Kathleen H. Hicks, Lindsey R. Sheppard, Alice Hunt Friend, Joseph 
Federici This report assesses current U.S. government actions in responding to gray zone activities and 
provides recommendations aimed at improving U.S. national security in the presence of rivals’ gray 
zone approaches.  
 
Report 
The State of the Fighting in the Afghan War in Mid-2019 
August 13, 2019 | Anthony H. Cordesman This CSIS report examines how the Taliban has continued to 
reject any formal peace negotiations with the Afghan government, and has steadily stepped up its 
military activity and acts of violence while it negotiates with the United States.  
 
Report 
China and the United States: Cooperation, Competition, and/or Conflict 
August 7, 2019 | Anthony H. Cordesman This CSIS report examines China’s economic and military 
development so far, and where it is likely to go, in order to provide a full strategic picture for future 
cooperation, competition, and/ conflict with China.  
 
Report 
Acquisition of Software-Defined Hardware-Based Adaptable Systems 
August 7, 2019 | Andrew Philip Hunter Adaptable systems deliver a wide variety of capabilities and 
grow capability over time to meet DOD’s future needs. Unfortunately, they are hindered by acquisition 
barriers, but these barriers can be offset by enablers that could ease use of the systems.  
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Report 
Federal Funding for Biosafety Research Is Critically Needed 
August 6, 2019 Our rapidly expanding ability to understand and manipulate life is outpacing biosafety, 
the practice of preventing accidental exposure of people, animals or the environment to dangerous 
microbes. This brief proposes targeted research to address this health security threat.  
 
 
ODI   [to 24 Aug 2019] 
https://www.odi.org/  
Selected Press Releases & Reports 
Humanitarian Policy Group Annual Report 2018–2019 
Publication series | August 2019 
   This Annual Report outlines our focus on key aspects of the international humanitarian system for 
2018–19. 
 
The 2017 Nepal flood response: resources beyond international humanitarian assistance 
Working and discussion papers | August 2019 | Barnaby Willitts-King and Anita Ghimire 
   Using the 2017 floods in Nepal as a case study, this paper examines local sources of aid as an 
alternative to international humanitarian assistance. 
 
Researching local humanitarian action through partnerships with local actors 
Briefing papers | August 2019 | Larissa Fast 
   This paper examines the Humanitarian Policy Group's initiative to involve local actors in research 
projects. 
 
 
Urban Institute   [to 24 Aug 2019] 
https://www.urban.org/publications 
August 21, 2019  
State Variation in Medicaid Prescriptions for Opioid Use Disorder from 2011 to 2018  
Expanding access to effective treatment for opioid use disorder (OUD) is essential to staunching the 
opioid epidemic. Access to these treatments is particularly important in Medicaid, which covers a 
disproportionately large share of people with OUD (MACPAC 2017). Despite strong evidence supporting 
the effectiveness of pharmacotherapy for OUD (sometimes called medication-assisted treatment), 
research indicates that most people  
Lisa Clemans-Cope, Victoria Lynch, Emma Winiski, Marni Epstein 
August 21, 2019  
Brief 
  
The Effect of the Affordable Care Act on Medicare Enrollees’ Access to Physician Services  
This study first analyzes trends in physicians’ acceptance of patients over time by Medicaid expansion 
status, state, and county. To examine changes in Medicare patients’ access to providers, compared to 
changes in access for Medicaid and privately insured patients, this analysis draws on two physician 
surveys, the National Ambulatory Medical Care Survey-National Electronic Health Records Survey 
(NAMCS-NEHRS) and SK&A  
Fredric Blavin 
August 20, 2019  
Research Report 
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Relief from Government-Owed Child Support Debt and Its Effects on Parents and Children  
Most of the money many low-income Californians pay for child support does not reach their children; 
instead, it reimburses the government for public assistance their children have received. In California, 
70 percent of child support payments are for debt owed to the government. What would happen if 100 
percent of parents’ payments went to their children, rather than the government? What benefits would 
accrue to children and  
Heather Hahn, Daniel Kuehn, Hannah Hassani, Kathryn Edin 
August 20, 2019  
Research Report 
  
Why Local Governments Should Prepare for the Fiscal Effects of a Dwindling Coal Industry  
This policy brief summarizes the implications of a carbon-constrained future on coal-dependent local 
governments in the United States. It considers the outlook for US coal production over the next decade 
under such conditions and explores how county finances could be affected. It also considers the 
responsibilities of jurisdictions to disclose these risks, particularly when they issue bonds, and the 
actions leaders can take to  
Adele C. Morris, Noah Kauffman, Siddhi Doshi 
August 20, 2019  
Brief 
  
The Geography of Uninsurance in Massachusetts: An Update for 2013-2017  
This brief and accompanying set of tables serve as an update to previously released reports on the 
geography of uninsurance in Massachusetts. Relying on newly released data for 2013-2017 from the 
American Community Survey (ACS), this brief uses three measures of uninsurance – uninsurance rate, 
number of uninsured, and concentration of uninsured – to identify high-uninsurance communities in 
the state. This brief also provides new  
Michael Karpman, Dulce Gonzalez, Sharon K. Long 
August 20, 2019  
Brief 
  
Decomposing Trends in U.S. Health Care Spending Among Nonelderly Adults, 2007-2016  
Using the 2007 to 2016 Medical Expenditure Panel Survey–Household Component, this study analyzes 
trends in per capita health expenditures among nonelderly adults from the Great Recession to the 
period following full implementation of the Affordable Care Act. We find that the growth in total per 
capita spending—and specifically for prescription drug and emergency room spending—from 2007-
2009 to 2014-2016 was largely driven by  
Fredric Blavin, Michael Karpman, Diane Arnos 
August 19, 2019  
Research Report 
  
Shifting Child Tax Benefits in the TCJA Left Most Families About the Same  
This report analyzes the main provisions of the federal income tax code that provide benefits to 
families with children, comparing current law with what would be happening had the TCJA not been 
enacted, and discusses the TCJA’s implications for families of different income levels. On net, almost all 
families owe less tax now than they would have absent the TCJA. But for low- and middle-income 
families, the net benefit from the  
Elaine Maag 

https://www.urban.org/research/publication/relief-government-owed-child-support-debt-and-its-effects-parents-and-children
https://www.urban.org/author/heather-hahn
https://www.urban.org/author/daniel-kuehn
https://www.urban.org/author/hannah-hassani
https://www.urban.org/author/kathryn-edin
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/why-local-governments-should-prepare-fiscal-effects-dwindling-coal-industry
https://www.urban.org/author/adele-c-morris
https://www.urban.org/author/noah-kauffman
https://www.urban.org/author/siddhi-doshi
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/geography-uninsurance-massachusetts-update-2013-2017
https://www.urban.org/author/michael-karpman
https://www.urban.org/author/dulce-gonzalez
https://www.urban.org/author/sharon-k-long
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/decomposing-trends-us-health-care-spending-among-nonelderly-adults-2007-2016
https://www.urban.org/author/fredric-blavin
https://www.urban.org/author/michael-karpman
https://www.urban.org/author/diane-arnos
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/shifting-child-tax-benefits-tcja-left-most-families-about-same
https://www.urban.org/author/elaine-maag


   

  

August 16, 2019  
Research Report 
  
Health Insurance Coverage Declined for Nonelderly Americans between 2016 and 2017, 
Primarily in States That Did Not Expand Medicaid  
The primary health insurance coverage reforms of the Affordable Care Act took effect on January 1, 
2014. Between 2013 and 2016, the uninsurance rate for nonelderly Americans from birth to age 64 fell 
every year, and 18.5 million more Americans had health insurance coverage in 2016 than in 2013. 
However, these coverage gains stalled in 2017. Using the American Community Survey, we find that 
uninsurance increased by 0.2 percentage  
Laura Skopec, John Holahan, Caroline Elmendorf 
August 15, 2019  
Brief 
  
The National Initiative for Building Community Trust and Justice  
This brief highlights key evaluation findings from the National Initiative for Building Community Trust 
and Justice, a six-city effort to promote more equitable, just, and respectful policing practices and 
improve relationships and trust between law enforcement and community members. The Initiative 
consisted of officer training, departmental policy changes, and a reconciliation process designed to 
repair police-community  
Nancy G. La Vigne, Jesse Jannetta, Jocelyn Fontaine, Daniel Lawrence, Sino Esthappan 
August 8, 2019  
Technical Paper 
  
Learning to Build Police-Community Trust  
This research report documents the training, policy development, and reconciliation activities of the six 
cities that took part in the National Initiative for Building Community Trust and Justice, an effort to 
promote more equitable, just, and respectful policing practices and improve relationships and trust 
between law enforcement and community members. We found that the training component of the 
Initiative, which exposed  
Jesse Jannetta, Sino Esthappan, Jocelyn Fontaine, Mathew Lynch, Nancy G. La Vigne 
August 8, 2019  
Research Report 
  
Views of the Police and Neighborhood Conditions  
This brief examines changes in community sentiment about police within the six cities that took part in 
the National Initiative for Building Community Trust and Justice, an effort to promote more equitable, 
just, and respectful policing practices and improve relationships and trust between law enforcement 
and community members. In-person surveys of residents living in neighborhoods experiencing high 
rates of crime and  
Jocelyn Fontaine, Sino Esthappan, Nancy G. La Vigne, Jesse Jannetta 
August 8, 2019  
Brief 
  
Impact of the National Initiative for Building Community Trust and Justice on Police 
Administrative Outcomes  
This report examines the degree to which activities associated with the National Initiative for Building 
Community Trust and Justice – a six-city effort to promote more equitable, just, and respectful policing 
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practices and improve relationships and trust between law enforcement and community members – 
yielded their intended impacts on crime rates, departmental practices, and police-community 
interactions. Analyses  
Daniel Lawrence, Nancy G. La Vigne, Jesse Jannetta, Jocelyn Fontaine 
August 8, 2019  
Research Report 
  
Affordable Housing Investment: A Guide for Nonprofit Hospitals and Health Systems  
Tackling the affordable housing crisis will require actors from every sector to finance housing 
development for low- and moderate-income people. We developed this guide to help nonprofit 
hospitals and health system understand how their institutional assets and prestige can support 
affordable housing development projects—and to offer practical information and encouragement to 
start investing in much-needed affordable housing.  
Kathryn Reynolds, Eva H. Allen, Martha Fedorowicz, Joycelyn Ovalle 
August 8, 2019  
Technical Paper 
  
What Explains Support for or Opposition to Medicare for All?  
This brief assesses public support for Medicare for All proposals and some incremental reforms for 
expanding health insurance coverage using data from the March 2019 round of the Health Reform 
Monitoring Survey. We examine support for and opposition to Medicare for All among people with 
different characteristics, as well as important factors to adults who support, oppose, or are ambivalent 
toward Medicare for All. We find the  
John Holahan, Michael Karpman 
August 7, 2019  
Brief 
  
Safety Net Access in the Context of the Public Charge Rule  
To provide a window into chilling effects resulting from proposed changes to the public charge rule, 
this brief shares insights from in-depth interviews conducted in March 2019 with 25 adults in immigrant 
families who reported that they or a family member avoided participating in safety net programs like 
Medicaid, SNAP, or housing assistance in 2018 because of immigration concerns. The study highlights 
fear and confusion about  
Hamutal Bernstein, Sara McTarnaghan, Dulce Gonzalez 
August 7, 2019  
Brief 
  
Frontline Workers in the Retail Sector: A Profile of Characteristics for Advancement  
Many retail sector employers and their partners are exploring strategies to increase retention and 
advancement for frontline workers. To support and expand the implementation of these efforts, this 
report profiles frontline retail workers, providing information on their characteristics, circumstances, 
and early career advancement. Our findings show that many frontline retail workers are highly 
educated and could be current  
Pamela J. Loprest, Kelly S. Mikelson 
August 7, 2019  
Research Report 
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World Economic Forum    [to 24 Aug 2019] 
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/ 
News 22 Aug 2019  
World Economic Forum Appoints New Members to Board of Trustees  
   Geneva, Switzerland, 22 August 2019 – Laurence D. Fink, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of 
BlackRock, and Feike Sybesma, Chief Executive Officer and Chairman of the Managing Board for Royal 
DSM, will join the Board of Trustees of the World Economic Forum. Both have a track record of thought 
leadership and long-term success in business that will strengthen the Forum’s platform for public-
private cooperation… 
 
News 16 Aug 2019  
South-East Asia youth survey: skills prized over salary  
· Survey of 56,000 young people in the ASEAN region reveals they want to upgrade skills to succeed in 
a changing job market 
· While ASEAN youth shows a strong desire to work in the tech sector, STEM skills (including software 
design and programming, data analytics and maths and science) represent three of the four weakest 
skills  
· To address these gaps, the ASEAN Digital Skills Vision 2020 programme under the World Economic 
Forum’s Digital ASEAN initiative is working to train 20 million workers in digital skills by 2020 and to 
provide internship and scholarship opportunities 
· View the full results and analysis of the ASEAN Youth Survey here 
 

 
*                      *                       *                        * 
 
 

:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will primarily monitor press/media releases announcing key initiatives and new research from a 
growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, humanitarian 
response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended to be exhaustive, but 
indicative.  
 
 

Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 24 Aug 2019] 
https://alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Blue Meridian Partners [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/ 
Blue Meridian Partners is a new capital aggregation collaboration that plans to invest at least $1 billion 
in high-performance nonprofits that are poised to have truly national impact for economically 
disadvantaged children and youth.  
No new digest content identified. 
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Annie E. Casey Foundation   [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/ 
Posted August 9, 2019 
Children Harmed by Unannounced Raids; No Notice to Systems That Help Kids Left Behind 
   Lisa Hamilton, president and CEO of the Annie E. Casey Foundation, issued a statement after federal 
authorities failed to notify state child protective services about the needs of children who would be 
affected. 
 
 
Clinton Foundation  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements 
Press Release   August 21, 2019  
Acceso Colombia announces new phase of feeding program for Venezuelan refugees in 
partnership with ABACO, World Central Kitchen, and Wayuu Taya 
 
Press Release   August 8, 2019  
President Bill Clinton: Reinstate the Assault Weapons Ban Now 
 
 
Co Impact   [to 24 Aug 2019] 
www.co-impact.io 
Co-Impact is a global philanthropic collaborative for systems change focused on improving the lives of 
millions of people around the world. 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Ford Foundation  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://www.fordfoundation.org/?filter=News 
News  21 August 2019  
Ford Foundation Gallery announces opening of Utopian Imagination  
   The Ford Foundation Gallery is pleased to announce the opening of Utopian Imagination on Tuesday, 
September 17 
 
 
J. Paul Getty Trust  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://news.getty.edu/ 
Latest News 
August 01, 2019 
The J. Paul Getty Museum Presents Blurring the Line: Manuscripts in the Age of Print 
   LOS ANGELES—Throughout the Middle Ages (about 500-1500), texts and images were disseminated 
primarily through handwritten and hand-drawn materials. In the 15th century, with the invention of 
new printing technologies, a revolution swept through Europe giving rise to a rich cross-fertilization 
between mechanical innovation and painterly tradition. 
    Including both printed and illuminated masterpieces, Blurring the Line: Manuscripts in the Age of 
Print (on view from August 6 through October 27, 2019 at the J. Paul Getty Museum at the Getty 
Center) challenges the assumption that printed media immediately replaced the production of 
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handmade books, revealing instead a convergence of technology and artistry during the Renaissance. 
    “An innovation of the medieval world, print was a medium that grew and changed in response to 
those who created and consumed it,” says Timothy Potts, director of the J. Paul Getty Museum. “This is 
especially evident in the medieval and Renaissance periods, but the dynamic interaction between 
technology and artistic change is timeless—as we see in the transition from painting to photography, 
film to digital, and paper books to eReaders.”… 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 24 Aug 2019] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press 
GHIT was set up in 2012 with the aim of developing new tools to tackle infectious diseases that 
devastate the world’s poorest people. Other funders include six Japanese pharmaceutical  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

Grameen Foundation    [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://www.grameenfoundation.org/news-events/press-room 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/  
Latest Updates  
In memory of Peter da Costa   
By  Sarah Lucas  
August 22, 2019  
 
A step toward supporting the true cost of nonprofits’ work   
By  Larry Kramer and Sara Davis  
August 16, 2019  
 
About the Hewlett 50 Arts Commissions   
  Launched in 2017 in celebration of the Hewlett Foundation’s fiftieth anniversary, the Hewlett 50 Arts 
Commissions is a five- year, $8 million commissioning initiative that is the largest of its kind in the 
United States. The initiative will support the creation of 50 exceptional works of performing arts and 
their premiere in the Bay Area…  
August 14, 2019  
 
Report: Climate change threatens the world’s food supply and forests, but there’s still time 
to act   
By  Jonathan Pershing  
August 8, 2019  
 
 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
Press Release 
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Conrad N. Hilton Foundation Announces METAdrasi, a Frontline Refugee Organization, as 
2019 Recipient of $2 Million Humanitarian Prize 
August 19, 2019  
   METAdrasi – Action for Migration and Development to receive world’s largest annual humanitarian 
award for its innovative approach to welcoming refugees and protecting unaccompanied children. 
 
Our News 
Progress in Supporting Transition Age Youth in Foster Care 
August 8, 2019  
Evaluation of the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation’s Foster Youth Initiative 2018 
 
 
IKEA Foundation    [to 24 Aug 2019] 
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 24 Aug 2019] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Kaiser Family Foundation  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
https://www.kff.org/search/?post_type=press-release 
August 21, 2019 News Release  
Enrollment in Individual Market Dips Slightly in Early 2019 after Repeal of Individual 
Mandate Penalty 
Overall enrollment in the individual market fell 5% to 13.7 million in the first quarter of 2019 following 
the repeal of the ACA’s individual mandate penalty. 
 
August 15, 2019 News Release  
A Comprehensive Review of Research Finds That the ACA Medicaid Expansion Has Reduced 
the Uninsured Rate and Uncompensated Care Costs in Expansion States, While Increasing 
Affordability and Access to Care and Producing State Budget Savings    
Multiple studies over the last five years find that the Affordable Care Act’s Medicaid expansion has 
increased health coverage, affordability, and access to care while producing budget savings for states 
and reductions in uncompensated care costs for hospitals and clinics, according to a KFF review of 
more than 300 studies… 
 
August 15, 2019 News Release  
New Analysis of Large Employer Health Coverage: The Cost to Families for Health 
Coverage and Care Has Risen More Than 2X Faster Than Wages and 3X Faster Than 
Inflation Over the Last Decade  
A new KFF analysis that looked at both premiums and other out-of-pocket costs shows that families 
with coverage through a large employer paid 67 percent more for their health benefits and care in 
2018 than a decade earlier. In 2018, a typical family of four with large employer coverage spent… 
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Aga Khan Foundation   [to 24 Aug 2019] 
https://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation 
13 August 2019 
Student at Aga Khan Academy in Kenya receives Diana Award  
   Mombasa, Kenya, 13 August 2019 - Ziyaan Virji, 17, a student at the Aga Khan Academy in 
Mombasa, Kenya, has received the Diana Award for going above and beyond his everyday life to create 
and sustain positive change. The Diana Award, which is given in memory of Princess Diana, is 
considered one of the highest accolades for social action or humanitarian efforts that a young person 
can receive… 
 
 
Kellogg Foundation  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
https://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media 
Selected Announcements 
Foundation announces Detroit office move to Fisher Building 
Aug. 13, 2019 
   BATTLE CREEK, MICH. – The W.K. Kellogg Foundation (WKKF) announced today that its Detroit 
regional office will be moving to the Fisher Building. As one of three offices in Michigan, WKKF’s new 
Detroit office will be located on the third floor of the Fisher Building at 3011 West Grand Blvd…“Our 
commitment to Detroit is very important to the Kellogg Foundation,” said Faye Nelson, director for 
Michigan programs. “We are pleased to expand our presence, allowing us to be more responsive to the 
community, and bring people together across sectors to understand the critical connections needed for 
our children to thrive. We look forward to a grand opening celebration later this year when our move is 
complete.”… 
 
 
MacArthur Foundation  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://www.macfound.org/ 
What We’re Learning 
A Call to Implement Anti-Corruption Policy 
August 19, 2019  
Grantee Research  
   The Mexican government passed anti-corruption reform in 2015 and 2016, but government must 
take further steps to institutionalize the policies, according to a report on anti-corruption efforts by the 
Washington Office on Latin America. 
 
Climate Change Impact on Coral Health 
August 19, 2019  
Grantee Research  
   Researchers with the Wildlife Conservation Society reported on findings of a 13-year study on how 
climate change affects coral reefs in the Indian and Pacific Oceans. Researchers recorded data from 
underwater visual assessments of 2,500 reefs in 44 countries. With that data on coral health, the 
researchers found 17 percent of reefs are still healthy and need protection and 54 percent of the reefs 
could recover with intervention.  
 
Police and Mass Incarceration 
August 14, 2019  
Grantee Research  

https://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation
https://www.akdn.org/press-release/student-aga-khan-academy-kenya-receives-diana-award
https://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media
https://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media/article/2019/08/wkkfs-detroit-office-moves-to-fisher-building-to-better-support-growth-and-collaboration
http://www.macfound.org/
https://www.macfound.org/press/grantee-publications/call-implement-anti-corruption-policy/
https://www.wola.org/analysis/report-anticorruption-lopez-obrador-mexico/
https://www.wola.org/
https://www.macfound.org/press/grantee-publications/climate-change-impact-coral-health/
https://www.wcs.org/
https://news.uci.edu/2019/08/12/study-examines-a-million-corals-one-by-one-in-urgent-call-to-save-reefs/
https://www.macfound.org/press/grantee-publications/police-and-mass-incarceration/


   

  

   Police are the “gatekeepers” of America’s criminal justice system and can help reduce local jail use, 
according to a report from the Vera Institute of Justice. In 2016, 99 percent of arrests led to a jail 
admission—compared to 70 percent in 1994. Only five percent of those arrests are for serious offenses. 
 
 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation   [to 24 Aug 2019] 

https://mellon.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation [to 24 Aug 2019] 
https://www.moore.org/ 
2018 Annual Report letter 
Lasting Change for Good 
by: Harvey V. Fineberg, M.D., Ph.D.  
August 13, 2019  
    Dear Friends: 
   Our annual report often feels like an after-action review. Since it is released in conjunction with our 
audited financial statements, the release of the report can come months after the highlighted events 
have taken place. Still, reflecting on our work and the achievements of our grantees after some months 
serves a purpose and can reveal an important perspective that was not as evident in real time… 
 
 
Open Society Foundations  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/newsroom 
Press release August 16, 2019  
George Soros’s Message to the Central European University Community  
    CEU has the full support of the Open Society Foundations to maintain both academic and public 
activities on its campus in Budapest. 
 
 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://www.packard.org/news/ 
Population and Reproductive Health 
2018 Quality Innovation Challenge Awardees 
August 21, 2019  In  
    David and Lucile Packard Foundation is pleased to announce the 2018 Quality Innovation Challenge 
awardees. The Quality Innovation Challenge supports visionary innovators, providers, advocates, and 
researchers who are courageous and creative  in their pursuit to advance everyone’s right to quality 
sexual and reproductive health care. 
   The Packard Foundation launched the third Quality Innovation Challenge at the International 
Conference on Family Planning in Kigali, Rwanda in 2018. More than 500 innovations were submitted 
and reviewed in-person and online. Today we are announcing nine new awardees who will receive 
grant awards of up to $100,000 each.  
   The Foundation supported Quality Innovation Challenges at the International Conference on Family 
Planning in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia in 2013 and in Nusa Dua, Indonesia in 2016. Thus far, the 

https://www.vera.org/publications/gatekeepers-police-and-mass-incarceration
https://www.vera.org/
https://mellon.org/
https://www.moore.org/
https://www.moore.org/article-detail?newsUrlName=lasting-change-for-good
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/newsroom
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/newsroom/george-soross-message-to-the-central-european-university-community
http://www.packard.org/news/
https://www.packard.org/insights/news/2018-quality-innovation-challenge-awardees/


   

  

Foundation has made 27 grants totaling nearly $1.9 million to fund Quality Innovation Challenge 
projects… 
 
 
Pew Charitable Trusts  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room 
Press Releases & Statements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/ 
August 23, 2019  
Lifting Up Stories Of Progress: Hope and Hustle in the Kibera Slum  
Christine Heenan Vice President, The Rockefeller Foundation  
   Kibera, about four miles outside of Nairobi, Kenya, is the largest urban slum in all of Africa. About the 
size of New York’s Central Park, it is estimated that somewhere between 700,000 and 1 million people 
live within Kibera’s tin-roofed, mud-caked structures, and travel its rutted, ravaged byways and narrow 
dirt roads. (The 2009 government census estimates are much lower, at less than 200,000). 
   It is a remarkable place, and to me emblematic of both the challenge and promise of a growing, 
rapidly developing Africa… 
 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/  
Latest News Releases, Blog Posts, Reports 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Science Philanthropy Alliance   [to 24 Aug 2019] 
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/ 
“…a group of organizations working together to increase philanthropic support for basic scientific 
research on a global basis…” 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SDG Philanthropy Platform 
http://sdgfunders.org/ 
SDG Philanthropy Platform is a collaboration between philanthropy and the greater international 
development community led by Foundation Center, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
and Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, and supported by the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, Ford 
Foundation and the MasterCard Foundation, the Brach Family Foundation, and other key organizations 
such as Asociación de Fundaciones Empresariales (AFE) in Colombia, Brach Family Charitable 
Foundation, CAF America, Council on Foundations, East Africa Association of Grantmakers (EAAG), 
European Foundation Centre, Filantropi Indonesia (FI), GlobalGiving, The Humanitarian Forum, World 
Congress of Muslim Philanthropists, and Worldwide Initiatives for Grantmaker Support (WINGS). 
No new digest content identified. 
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Alfred P. Sloan Foundation  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
https://sloan.org/about/press  
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
News | 23 August 2019  
Four new appointments to Wellcome’s Board of Governors 
   Four leaders with significant experience across the finance, advertising, NGO and banking sectors 
have been appointed to our Board of Governors.  
 
Opinion | 13 August 2019  
The most important healthcare tool is trust  
by Jeremy Farrar  
   Wellcome Global Monitor shows that 70% of people trust scientists, doctors, and nurses. 
 
Opinion | 5 August 2019  
Asking better questions: how we're using the discovery process in public engagement 
Haidee Bell, Strategic Design and Innovation Lead Wellcome  
   Discovery can be a useful process to start thinking about how, when and why a challenge should be 
approached. Haidee Bell explains how we’re using discovery to understand opportunities for public 
engagement in areas as diverse as mental health research and online health information. 

 

:::::: 
 
Foundation Center  [to 24 Aug 2019 
http://foundationcenter.org/about-us/press-room 
August 7, 2019 
Community Foundation Asset Growth Stalled in 2018  
   …The Columbus Survey is widely known as the “annual census of the community foundation field.” 
This year more than 250 community foundations, which collectively hold over 90 percent of the field’s 
assets, participated. Together, reporting community foundations held nearly $86.8 billion in assets in 
2018, an increase of less than one half of one percent from 2017’s reported total. During a year in 
which the investment market showed signs of increasing volatility, median community foundation 
assets grew less than 1 percent… 
 
 
Council on Foundations  [to 24 Aug 2019] 
https://www.cof.org/newsroom 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
*                       *                       *                        * 
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:: Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in human 
rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be exhaustive. We will 
add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon recommendation from 
readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content but note that successful access 
to some of the articles and other content may require subscription or other access arrangement unique 
to the publisher. Please suggest additional journals you feel warrant coverage. 
 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
September 2019 Volume 47, Issue 9, p1039-1160  
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
Major Articles 
Characteristics associated with human papillomavirus vaccination initiation and 
completion among young adults 
Xiaofei Ding, Changwei Tian, Hua Wang, Wenming Wang, Xiaoming Luo 
p1096–1101 
Published online: April 27, 2019 
 
 
American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
September 2019 Volume 57, Issue 3, p293-428  
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current  
Research Briefs 
Maternal Immunization in the U.S.: A Nationwide Retrospective Cohort Study 
Parinaz Ghaswalla, Jean-Etienne M. Poirrier, Elizabeth R. Packnett, Debra E. Irwin, Stephanie R. Gray, 
Philip O. Buck 
e87–e93 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
September 2019  109(9) 
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
IMMIGRATION 
Immigrant Health: Anchoring Public Health Practice in a Justice Framework 
Government, Immigration, Public Health Practice, Socioeconomic Factors, Health Policy, Community 
Health 
Barbara Ferrer 
109(9), pp. 1156–1157 
 
AIDS 
HIV End the Epidemic in the South: The Importance of Measuring Progression to AIDS and 
Death 
Other Race/Ethnicity, HIV/AIDS, Epidemiology, Statistics/Evaluation/Research, Race/Ethnicity, 
Mortality, Surveillance 
Erika Samoff 
109(9), pp. 1159–1160 
 

http://www.ajicjournal.org/current
https://www.ajicjournal.org/article/S0196-6553(19)30174-9/fulltext
https://www.ajicjournal.org/article/S0196-6553(19)30174-9/fulltext
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current
https://www.ajpmonline.org/article/S0749-3797(19)30207-7/fulltext
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/10.2105/AJPH.2019.305235
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/10.2105/AJPH.2019.305251
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/10.2105/AJPH.2019.305251


   

  

INTEGRATION/DEPORTATION 
Included, but Deportable: A New Public Health Approach to Policies That Criminalize and 
Integrate Immigrants 
Immigration, Health Policy 
Maria-Elena De Trinidad Young and Steven P. Wallace 
109(9), pp. 1171–1176 
 
Toward Evidence-Based Policies and Programs That Promote Immigrant Well-Being 
Government, Immigration, Health Law, Health Policy, Community Health, Health Promotion 
Chenoa D. Allen 
109(9), pp. 1177–1178 
 
QUARANTINE 
Ensuring Compliance With Quarantine by Undocumented Immigrants and Other Vulnerable 
Groups: Public Health Versus Politics 
Immigration, Infections, Health Law, Public Health Practice, Health Policy 
Mark A. Rothstein and Christine N. Coughlin 
109(9), pp. 1179–1183 
 
Quarantine in the 21st Century: To Be Effective, Public Health Policies Must Be Inclusive 
Infections, Prevention, Health Policy, Ethics 
David N. Sundwall 
109(9), pp. 1184–1185 
 
 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
Volume 101, Issue 2, 2019  
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/14761645/101/2 
Perspective Piece  
Was the First Malaria Vaccine Tested in 1898?  
G. Dennis Shanks  
https://doi.org/10.4269/ajtmh.19-0275  
Abstract 
Early trials of killed, whole-cell typhoid vaccine indicated a paradoxical, positive effect on 
malaria infections. British soldiers in India in 1898 reported > 90% decrease in malaria 

recurrences after receiving an investigational typhoid vaccine despite no intention or 
expectation to observe such an outcome. In the 1940s, multiple doses of intravenous typhoid 
vaccine appeared to control parasitemia and limit reinfection in three syphilis patients 
purposefully infected with Plasmodium vivax. Several modern vaccines (against human 
papillomavirus, hepatitis B virus, and malaria) use a detoxified lipid A derived from Salmonella 

as an immune adjuvant. Early typhoid vaccines could have plausibly functioned as an innate 
immune stimulus, leading to some protection against malaria. 
 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
20 August 2019 Vol: 171, Issue 4  
http://annals.org/aim/issue 

https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/10.2105/AJPH.2019.305171
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/10.2105/AJPH.2019.305171
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https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/10.2105/AJPH.2019.305224
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Editorials |20 August 2019  
Not Reporting Results of a Clinical Trial Is Academic Misconduct  
Failure to report the results of clinical trials threatens the public's trust in research and the integrity of 
the medical literature, and should be considered academic misconduct at the individual and institutional 
levels. 
Joshua D. Wallach, MS, PhD; Harlan M. Krumholz, MD, SM  
 
6 August 2019 Vol: 171, Issue 3  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed 24 Aug 2019) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Global Health 
July 2019 - Volume 4 - 4 
https://gh.bmj.com/content/4/4 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 24 Aug 2019) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 24 Aug 2019) 
Research article 
Factors associated with vaccination completion and retention among HIV negative female 
sex workers enrolled in a simulated vaccine efficacy trial in Kampala, Uganda  
Female sex workers (FSWs) at substantial risk of HIV are potentially a suitable group for 
HIV prevention trials including vaccine trials. Few HIV vaccine preparatory studies have 
been conducted among FSWs in S...  
Authors: Yunia Mayanja, Andrew Abaasa, Gertrude Namale, Gershim Asiki, Matthew A. Price and 
Anatoli Kamali 
Citation: BMC Infectious Diseases 2019 19:725  
Published on: 16 August 2019 
 
Research article 
Effectiveness of pneumococcal conjugate vaccination against invasive pneumococcal 
disease among children with and those without HIV infection: a systematic review and 
meta-analysis  
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https://bmcinfectdis.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12879-019-4325-4
https://bmcinfectdis.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12879-019-4325-4
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HIV-infected children are at a higher risk of Invasive Pneumococcal Disease (IPD) and its mortality, 
even in the era of antiretroviral therapy. Therefore, an effective vaccination strategy would be 
beneficial....  
Authors: Hossein Molavi Vardanjani, Hodjat Borna and Ali Ahmadi 
Citation: BMC Infectious Diseases 2019 19:685  
Published on: 5 August 2019 
 
 
BMC Medical Ethics  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 
(Accessed 24 Aug 2019)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Medicine 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content 
(Accessed 24 Aug 2019)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content 
(Accessed 24 Aug 2019) 
Research article 
Assessing the operational effectiveness of a maternal and child health (MCH) conditional 
cash transfer pilot programme in Nigeria  
This paper provides insights into design and implementation of a Conditional Cash Transfer (CCT) pilot 
programme under the Subsidy Reinvestment and Empowerment Programme on Maternal and Child 
Health (SURE-P MC...  
Authors: Chioma Oduenyi, Victor Ordu and Ugo Okoli 
Citation: BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 2019 19:298  
Published on: 16 August 2019 
 
 
BMC Public Health 
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles 
(Accessed 24 Aug 2019) 
Correspondence 
How to conduct good quality research on violence against children with disabilities: key 
ethical, measurement, and research principles  
Approximately one billion children experience violence every year. Violence against children is an 
urgent global public health concern and violation of children’s rights. It is also a risk factor for serious 
n...  
Authors: Nambusi Kyegombe, Lena Morgon Banks, Susan Kelly, Hannah Kuper and Karen M. Devries 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2019 19:1133  
Published on: 17 August 2019 
 
Research article 
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https://bmcpregnancychildbirth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12884-019-2418-0
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Strong effect of Ecuador’s conditional cash transfer program on childhood mortality from 
poverty-related diseases: a nationwide analysis  
The mortality rate in children under 5 years old (U5MR) has decreased considerably in Ecuador in the 
last decade; however, thousands of children continue to die from causes related to poverty. A social 
program...  
Authors: Ana L. Moncayo, Guillermo Granizo, Mario J. Grijalva and Davide Rasella 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2019 19:1132  
Published on: 17 August 2019 
 
Research article 
Indicator-based public health monitoring in old age in OECD member countries: a scoping 
review  
The scoping review was conducted as part of the project “Improving Health Monitoring in Old Age” 
(IMOA) which aims at developing a conceptual framework with key indicators for a public health 
monitoring of the...  
Authors: Maike Miriam Grube, Ralph Möhler, Judith Fuchs, Beate Gaertner and Christa Scheidt-Nave 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2019 19:1068  
Published on: 7 August 2019 
 
 
BMC Research Notes  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content 
(Accessed 24 Aug 2019) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Open 
August 2019 - Volume 9 - 8 
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/current 
Articles 
Mapping the evidence of intimate partner violence among women living with HIV/AIDS in 
Africa: a scoping review protocol (2 August, 2019)  
Mengistu Meskele, Nelisiwe Khuzwayo, Myra Taylor 
 
 
Bulletin of the World Health Organization  
Volume 97, Number 8, August 2019, 513-580 
https://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/97/8/en/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Child Care, Health and Development  
Volume 45, Issue 5  Pages: 613-771 September 2019 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13652214/current 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Clinical Therapeutics 

https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-019-7457-y
https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-019-7457-y
https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-019-7287-y
https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-019-7287-y
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/current
https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/9/8/e029284
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July 2019 Volume 41, Issue 7, p1227-1400  
http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/current 
Special Issue: PREVENTION OF RHEUMATOID ARTHRITIS: Challenges and Opportunities to 
Change the Paradigm of Disease Management 
Edited by Kevin Dale Deane, Tsang Tommy Cheung  
 
 
Clinical Trials 
Volume 16 Issue 4, August 2019  
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/ctja/16/4 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Conflict and Health 
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 24 Aug 2019] 
Research 
Does refugee status matter? Medical needs of newly arrived asylum seekers and 
resettlement refugees - a retrospective observational study of diagnoses in a primary care 
setting  
Providing adequate healthcare to newly arrived refugees is considered one of the significant challenges 
for the German healthcare system. These refugees can be classified mainly into two groups: asylum 
seekers...  
Authors: Evelyn Kleinert, Frank Müller, Ghefar Furaijat, Nele Hillermann, Alexandra Jablonka, Christine 
Happle and Anne Simmenroth 
Citation: Conflict and Health 2019 13:39  
Published on: 20 August 2019 
 
Research 
Developing an integrated intervention to address intimate partner violence and 
psychological distress in Congolese refugee women in Tanzania  
Multi-sectoral, integrated interventions have long been recommended for addressing mental health and 
its social determinants (e.g., gender-based violence) in settings of ongoing adversity. We developed an 
inte...  
Authors: M. Claire Greene, Susan Rees, Samuel Likindikoki, Ann G. Bonz, Amy Joscelyne, Debra 
Kaysen, Reginald D. V. Nixon, Tasiana Njau, Marian T. A. Tankink, Agnes Tiwari, Peter Ventevogel, 
Jessie K. K. Mbwambo and Wietse A. Tol 
Citation: Conflict and Health 2019 13:38  
Published on: 17 August 2019 
 
Research 
Cardiovascular Disease among Syrian refugees: a descriptive study of patients in two 
Médecins Sans Frontières clinics in northern Lebanon  
Literature on the burden and management of atherosclerotic cardiovascular disease (ASCVD) in 
humanitarian settings is limited. This study aimed to describe patient characteristics and explore both 
service use ...  
Authors: Philippa Boulle, Albane Sibourd-Baudry, Éimhín Ansbro, David Prieto Merino, Nadine Saleh, 
Rouba Karen Zeidan and Pablo Perel 
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approach to community-based disaster risk reduction in the South-West Pacific. Nicola Jones, Workneh 
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Abstract 
Introduction 
Controlled human infection models (CHIM) have been used in vaccine development to up-select and 
down-select potential vaccine candidates and to provide proof of vaccine efficacy, and have also been 
used as a basis for licensure of vaccines for cholera and typhoid by regulatory agencies. 
CHIM in dengue vaccines development 
Dengue fever results in ∼400 million infections a year and is of significant health concern especially in 

India. There are currently no antivirals for the disease and the only licensed vaccine for dengue is not 
widely used owing to safety concerns. Controlled dengue human challenge models (DHCM) are 
currently being used to assess the efficacy of vaccines in development for dengue. 
Dengue CHIM in India 
Conducting CHIM studies in India especially for evaluation of dengue vaccine candidates will be hugely 
beneficial as the disease is endemic to India and hence the effect of pre-exposure to the virus on 
vaccine safety and efficacy can be established. However, to date no CHIM studies have been 
conducted in India and there is a need to educate ethics committee members, policy makers and the 
public on the importance of such studies and what they entail. 
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sensitivity to their environments, deliberate, well-targeted, and well-funded policies and programs 
designed to promote supportive, safe, learning environments can be particularly beneficial. 
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[New issue; No digest content identified] 
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Risk Management and Healthcare Policy 
https://www.dovepress.com/risk-management-and-healthcare-policy-archive56 
[Accessed 24 Aug 2019]  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Science  
23 August 2019  Vol 365, Issue 6455 
http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl 
Special Issue - Unraveling suicide 
Letters 
Venezuela's upheaval threatens Yanomami 
By Alberto E. Paniz Mondolfi, María E. Grillet, Adriana Tami, María A. Oliveira-Miranda, Lourdes Delgado 
Noguera, Peter Hotez, José Felix Oletta 
Science23 Aug 2019 : 766-767 
 
Letters 
Certification for gene-edited forests 
By Steven H. Strauss, Wout Boerjan, Vincent Chiang, Adam Costanza, Heather Coleman, John M. 
Davis, Meng-Zhu Lu, Shawn D. Mansfield, Scott Merkle, Alexander Myburg, Ove Nilsson, Gilles Pilate, 
William Powell, Armand Seguin, Sofia Valenzuela 
Science23 Aug 2019 : 767-768 
 
Policy Forum 
The case for strategic and managed climate retreat 
By A.R. Siders, Miyuki Hino, Katharine J. Mach 
Science23 Aug 2019 : 761-763 Full Access 
Why, where, when, and how should communities relocate? 
 
Perspectives 
Reducing tropical deforestation 
By Frances Seymour, Nancy L. Harris 
Science23 Aug 2019 : 756-757 Full Access 
The interventions required to reduce deforestation differ widely across the tropics 
 
16 August 2019  Vol 365, Issue 6454 
Policy Forum 
Downgrading of regulation in regenerative medicine 
By Douglas Sipp, Margaret Sleeboom-Faulkner 
Science16 Aug 2019 : 644-646 Restricted Access 
   What should be a firm commitment to product efficacy is threatened by economic competition 
 
16 August 2019  Vol 365, Issue 6454 
Policy Forum 
Downgrading of regulation in regenerative medicine 
By Douglas Sipp, Margaret Sleeboom-Faulkner 
Science16 Aug 2019 : 644-646 Restricted Access 
   What should be a firm commitment to product efficacy is threatened by economic competition 
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09 August 2019  Vol 365, Issue 6453 
In Depth 
Ebola veteran promises an end to Congo's epidemic 
By Kai Kupferschmidt 
Science09 Aug 2019 : 526-527 Restricted Access 
   Jean-Jacques Muyembe-Tamfum, who helped discover the virus in 1976, takes command of the 
year-old battle. 
 
 
Science Translational Medicine  
21 August 2019  Vol 11, Issue 506 
https://stm.sciencemag.org/ 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
14 August 2019  Vol 11, Issue 505 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
07 August 2019  Vol 11, Issue 504 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Social Science & Medicine 
Volume 233   Pages 1-284 (July 2019) 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/social-science-and-medicine/vol/233/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Stability: International Journal of Security & Development  
http://www.stabilityjournal.org/articles 
[Accessed 24 Aug 2019]  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Stanford Social Innovation Review 
Summer 2019   Volume 17, Number 3  
https://ssir.org/issue/fall_2018 
   Social innovation occurs in different ways in different countries, and one can learn a great deal from 
the experiences of others around the world. The cover story in the Summer 2019 issue of Stanford 
Social Innovation Review, “China’s New Model of Blockchain-Driven Philanthropy,” is a good example of 
that principle. China shows how blockchain can help nonprofit organizations become more transparent 
and trustworthy. 
 
 
Sustainability 
Volume 11, Issue 2 (January-2 2019)  
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/11/2 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Systematic Reviews  
https://systematicreviewsjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles 
[Accessed 24 Aug 2019]  
Protocol 
Mapping the evidence on interventions to raise awareness on lung cancer in resource poor 
settings: a scoping review protocol  
Lung cancer is the most commonly diagnosed cancer with 11.6% of the total cases attributable to lung 
cancer. It is currently the leading cause of death among cancer-related deaths worldwide. This is a 
major pu...  
Authors: Siyabonga B. Dlamini, Benn Sartorius and Themba Ginindza 
Citation: Systematic Reviews 2019 8:217  
Published on: 24 August 2019 
 
 
Torture Journal 
2019  Volume 29 - No.1 
https://irct.org/publications/torture-journal/141 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Trauma, Violence, & Abuse 
Volume 20 Issue 3, July 2019  
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/tvaa/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Travel Medicine and Infectious Diseases 
Volume 30  Pages 1-148 (July–August 2019) 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/travel-medicine-and-infectious-disease/vol/30/suppl/C 
Editorial  No access 
In the eye of the storm: Infectious disease challenges for border countries receiving 
Venezuelan migrants 
Alfonso J. Rodríguez-Morales, José Antonio Suárez, Alejandro Risquez, Sergio Cimerman, ... Alberto 
Paniz-Mondolfi 
Pages 4-6 
 
 
Tropical Medicine & International Health 
Volume 24, Issue 8  Pages: i-iv, 933-1030  August 2019 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13653156/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
UN Chronicle 
Vol. LV Nos. 3 & 4 2018  December 2018  
https://unchronicle.un.org/ 
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New Technologies: Where to? 
   This issue focuses on new technologies and their potential benefits for humanity as well as their 
expanding use in advancing the 2030 Agenda. It explores the promise of our digital age, while posing 
important questions about where these technologies are leading us, and how their misuse could also 
lead to increased inequality and conflict.   
 
 
Vulnerable Children and Youth Studies  
An International Interdisciplinary Journal for Research, Policy and Care  
Volume 14, Issue 3, 2019 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rvch20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
World Heritage Review  
World Heritage n°92 - July 2019  
http://whc.unesco.org/en/review/92/ 
Special Issue - World Heritage in Azerbaijan  
[Reviewed earlier] 
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