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:: Week in Review  
A highly selective capture of strategic developments, research, commentary, analysis and 
announcements spanning Human Rights Action, Humanitarian Response, Health, Education, Holistic 
Development, Heritage Stewardship, Sustainable Resilience. Achieving a balance across these broad 
themes is a challenge and we appreciate your observations and ideas in this regard. This is not 
intended to be a "news and events" digest. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
DRC – Ebola 
 
United Nations strengthens Ebola response in Democratic Republic of the Congo 
Statement - Kinshasa/Butembo 
23 May 2019 
With the Ebola epidemic in the Democratic Republic of the Congo now in its tenth month and the 
number of new cases increasing in recent weeks, the United Nations announced today measures to 
strengthen its response and end the outbreak.  
 
The Ebola epidemic has claimed more than 1,200 lives and the risk of spread to other provinces in the 
eastern Congo as well as neighbouring countries remains very high. A third of those who have fallen ill 
are children, which is a higher proportion than in previous outbreaks. 
 
Under the leadership of the Government and Congolese communities, with support from the UN and 
non-governmental organizations (NGOs), the response has contained Ebola in parts of Ituri and North 
Kivu provinces. But ongoing insecurity and community mistrust in the response continue to hamper 
access to communities. This is hindering efforts by WHO and the Ministry of Health to detect sick 
people and ensure access to treatment and vaccination, ultimately leading to more intense Ebola 
transmission. 
 
In view of the increasingly complex environment, the UN in partnership with the Government and all 
partners is now strengthening its political engagement and operational support to negotiate access to 
communities; increasing support for humanitarian coordination; and bolstering preparedness and 
readiness planning for Goma and surrounding countries. WHO is adapting public health strategies to 
identify and treat people as quickly as possible; expanding vaccination to reach and protect more 
people; and redoubling work to end transmission in health facilities. 
 
The UN Secretary-General has established a strengthened coordination and support 
mechanism in the epicenter of the outbreak, Butembo. 
 
MONUSCO Deputy UN Special Representative of the Secretary-General (DSRSG) David 
Gressly has been appointed UN Emergency Ebola Response Coordinator (EERC) in the 
Ebola affected areas of the DRC. Mr. Gressly, who brings a wealth of humanitarian leadership and 
political and security experience to the role, will report to the SRSG, Leila Zerrougui. He will oversee 
the coordination of international support for the Ebola response and work to ensure that an enabling 
environment—particularly security and political—is in place to allow the Ebola response to be even 
more effective. 

https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/23-05-2019-united-nations-strengthens-ebola-response-in-democratic-republic-of-the-congo


   

  

 
Mr. Gressly will work closely with WHO, which will continue to lead all health operations 
and technical support activities to the Government response to the epidemic. Dr. Ibrahima Socé 
Fall, Assistant Director-General, Emergency Response, who has been in Butembo since end-March, is 
leading the WHO response in DRC. WHO will also continue to coordinate public health interventions 
that are being implemented by other UN partners. 
 
“The Ebola response is working in an operating environment of unprecedented complexity for a public 
health emergency—insecurity and political protests have led to periodic disruptions in our efforts to 
fight the disease. Therefore, an enhanced UN-wide response is required to overcome these operating 
constraints and this includes moving senior leadership and operational decision making to the epicenter 
of the epidemic in Butembo. We have no time to lose,” said DSRSG Gressly. 
 
WHO’s Dr. Fall said: “This system-wide and international support is exactly what WHO has 
been calling for. We know that the outbreak response must be owned by the local 
population, and this new approach reflects what they have asked for: better security for 
patients and health workers, wider access to vaccination, and a more humane face to the 
response.” Dr. Fall has been working alongside Dr. Michel Yao, the WHO Ebola Incident Manager who 
has been in place since August 2018.  In Kinshasa, WHO has also appointed a special representative to 
the Ebola Response, Dr. Peter Graaff, to coordinate with partners there. 
 
Additional UN measures will bolster the critical work of non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and 
agencies already on the ground, including UNICEF. Working with NGOs, UNICEF leads community 
engagement activities; provides psychosocial interventions; and helps prevent infection through water, 
sanitation and hygiene services. 
Financial planning and reporting will also be strengthened and efforts will be accelerated to ensure 
sustainable and predictable funding required for the Ebola strategic response plan considering the 
ongoing needs. 
Initiative, 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
DPRK –  Sanctions Exemption 
 
U.N. grants sanctions exemption for UNICEF's aid projects in N. Korea 
Yonhap News Agency    
SEOUL, May 21 (Yonhap) -- The U.N. Security Council has granted a sanctions exemption to allow the 
U.N. Children's Fund (UNICEF) to carry out aid programs in North Korea to improve the health and 
nutrition of people in the impoverished country, according to the U.N. website. 
The exemption, granted on April 11, paves the way for UNICEF to import items to deliver safe water 
supplies to communities and enable effective treatment at hospitals, especially for malnourished 
children and mothers. 
 
The approved items worth some US$5.75 million in total include emergency health kits, wheelchairs 
and electronic devices, a document on the website showed. 
 

https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20190521002500325


   

  

The most expensive set of materials was vaccine cold chain equipment from Denmark 
worth $3.87 million. UNICEF said the items will be used to store vaccines for around 
355,000 children under 1 year of age and 362,000 pregnant women. 
 
UNICEF said its staff will conduct regular monitoring to ensure the goods are used for their intended 
purposes. 
 
Including the latest approval, the total number of humanitarian exemptions related to North Korea 
currently in effect stands at 22. The exemptions are valid for six months. 
 
Humanitarian activities are not banned under international sanctions, but related materials are subject 
to sanctions waivers from the U.N. 
Principle of Evolving Capacities under the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, just published in 
the International Journal of Child Rights. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
GBV in Humanitarian Crises 
 
Oslo Conference on Ending Sexual and Gender-Based Violence in Humanitarian Crises: Co-
Host Outcome Statement 
24 May 2019 
The Governments of Norway, Iraq, Somalia and the United Arab Emirates, the United Nations Office for 
the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) and the 
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), with invaluable support from Norwegian Church Aid, 
hosted the international conference “Ending Sexual and Gender-Based Violence in Humanitarian Crises” 
in Oslo, Norway on 23-24 May. This is the first time States, the United Nations and the ICRC have 
come together to end sexual and genderbased violence (SGBV) in humanitarian crises, in conflict and 
disaster. 

The conference brought together SGBV survivors and specialists, members of 167 national 
and 76 international civil society organizations, the International Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Movement, representatives from 100 nations, global leaders and regional and 
international organizations. It was agreed that strengthening SGBV prevention and response must 
be a humanitarian priority. Participants aimed to mobilize stronger political commitment and raise 
financial resources to prevent and protect people at risk of SGBV in humanitarian crises. The event re-
energized the commitment of all participants to combat gender inequality and scale up prevention and 
response to SGBV, always taking a survivor-centred approach. It gave visibility and recognition to the 
key role of national and local organizations, including local women’s organizations. 

In addition to the close to 50 actors - States, UN agencies, NGOs and others – which 
submitted written political, policy and best practice commitments, many others outlined 
specific measures and political will to end SGBV. The several hundred commitments made relate 
to standards and legal frameworks, operational support, SGBV prevention and response services, 
leadership and coordination, and others which are specific to country contexts and areas of work. 
Particular focus was given to implementation of legal frameworks and strategies, as well as an increase 
in operational support to ensure that survivor-centred services and care are available in all crises. 

https://reliefweb.int/report/world/oslo-conference-ending-sexual-and-gender-based-violence-humanitarian-crises-co-host
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/oslo-conference-ending-sexual-and-gender-based-violence-humanitarian-crises-co-host


   

  

Media also committed to amplify the voices of women, not only as victims but as agents of change, to 
avoid sensational reporting. 

States committed to provide a total of over US$ 363 million to SGBV prevention and 
response in 2019 and beyond. In addition, we take note of generous unearmarked and core 
funding to humanitarian partners working to prevent and respond to SGBV, as well as funding to the 
Central Emergency Response Fund and country-based pool funds…. 

[Excerpt] 
…In order to put survivors at the centre, we agreed that: 
:: Women and girls are key actors in humanitarian response and must be acknowledged as powerful 
agents of change in their own lives and communities. Local women are often the first responders to 
SGBV in emergencies and are at the forefront of SGBV programming. 
 
:: Women and women’s organizations may shift power dynamics in communities in positive ways and 
challenge norms that condone discrimination against women and girls and the violation of their human 
rights. 
 
:: Local women’s organizations, including those working with women with disabilities, must be engaged 
in identifying protection risks, finding solutions, strategic planning and decision-making across all 
sectors. 
 
:: Adolescent girls and women and girls with disabilities are at particularly high risk of sexual and 
gender-based violence and deserve particular attention. Children born of war often experience 
discrimination and stigmatization by family and society. 
 
:: While the need for continued emphasis on addressing SGBV affecting women and girls cannot be 
overstated, we also must take into consideration the needs of male survivors of sexual violence, as 
gaps in services have become more apparent. 
 
:: We need to improve access to gender-sensitive, age-appropriate, non-discriminatory and 
comprehensive healthcare, including sexual and reproductive health and psychosocial support, and we 
need to ensure the dignity and safety of survivors. The conference stressed the importance of 
confidentiality and privacy, the need to end the social stigmatization of survivors, and an increased 
focus on livelihoods… 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Governance – Artificial Intelligence 
 
Forty-two countries adopt new OECD Principles on Artificial Intelligence  
22/05/2019 –  
OECD and partner countries formally adopted the first set of intergovernmental policy 
guidelines on Artificial Intelligence (AI) today, agreeing to uphold international standards 
that aim to ensure AI systems are designed to be robust, safe, fair and trustworthy. 
 

https://www.unocha.org/sites/unocha/files/Pledge%20results%20Oslo%20final%2024%20May.pdf
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/forty-two-countries-adopt-new-oecd-principles-on-artificial-intelligence.htm


   

  

The OECD’s 36 member countries, along with Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Peru and 
Romania, signed up to the OECD Principles on Artificial Intelligence at the Organisation’s annual 
Ministerial Council Meeting, taking place today and tomorrow in Paris and focused this year on 
“Harnessing the Digital Transition for Sustainable Development”. Elaborated with guidance from an 
expert group formed by more than 50 members from governments, academia, business, civil society, 
international bodies, the tech community and trade unions, the Principles comprise five values-based 
principles for the responsible deployment of trustworthy AI and five recommendations for public policy 
and international co-operation. They aim to guide governments, organisations and individuals in 
designing and running AI systems in a way that puts people’s best interests first and ensuring that 
designers and operators are held accountable for their proper functioning. 
 
“Artificial Intelligence is revolutionising the way we live and work, and offering extraordinary benefits 
for our societies and economies. Yet, it raises new challenges and is also fuelling anxieties and ethical 
concerns. This puts the onus on governments to ensure that AI systems are designed in a way that 
respects our values and laws, so people can trust that their safety and privacy will be paramount,” said 
OECD Secretary-General Angel Gurría. “These Principles will be a global reference point for trustworthy 
AI so that we can harness its opportunities in a way that delivers the best outcomes for all.” (Read the 
full speech.) 
 
The AI Principles have the backing of the European Commission, whose high-level expert 
group has produced Ethics Guidelines for Trustworthy AI, and they will be part of the 
discussion at the forthcoming G20 Leaders’ Summit in Japan. The OECD’s digital policy experts 
will build on the Principles in the months ahead to produce practical guidance for implementing them. 
 
While not legally binding, existing OECD Principles in other policy areas have proved highly influential in 
setting international standards and helping governments to design national legislation. For example, 
the OECD Privacy Guidelines, which set limits to the collection and use of personal data, underlie many 
privacy laws and frameworks in the United States, Europe and Asia. The G20-endorsed OECD Principles 
of Corporate Governance have become an international benchmark for policy makers, investors, 
companies and other stakeholders working on institutional and regulatory frameworks for corporate 
governance.  Download the AI Principles in full.  
 
In summary, the AI Principles state that: 
[1] AI should benefit people and the planet by driving inclusive growth, sustainable development and 
well-being. 
 
[2] AI systems should be designed in a way that respects the rule of law, human rights, democratic 
values and diversity, and they should include appropriate safeguards –  for example, enabling human 
intervention where necessary – to ensure a fair and just society. 
 
[3] There should be transparency and responsible disclosure around AI systems to ensure that people 
understand when they are engaging with them and can challenge outcomes. 
 
[4] AI systems must function in a robust, secure and safe way throughout their lifetimes, and potential 
risks should be continually assessed and managed. 
 
[5] Organisations and individuals developing, deploying or operating AI systems should be held 
accountable for their proper functioning in line with the above principles. 

https://legalinstruments.oecd.org/en/instruments/OECD-LEGAL-0449
http://www.oecd.org/mcm/
http://www.oecd.org/about/secretary-general/launch-ceremony-for-adoption-of-oecd-recommendation-on-ai-paris-may-2019.htm
http://www.oecd.org/about/secretary-general/launch-ceremony-for-adoption-of-oecd-recommendation-on-ai-paris-may-2019.htm
http://www.oecd.org/internet/ieconomy/privacy-guidelines.htm
https://www.oecd.org/corporate/principles-corporate-governance.htm
https://www.oecd.org/corporate/principles-corporate-governance.htm
https://legalinstruments.oecd.org/api/print?ids=648&lang=en


   

  

 
The OECD recommends that governments: 
:: Facilitate public and private investment in research & development to spur innovation in  
          trustworthy AI. 
:: Foster accessible AI ecosystems with digital infrastructure and technologies, and mechanisms to  
         share data and knowledge. 
:: Create a policy environment that will open the way to deployment of trustworthy AI systems. 
:: Equip people with the skills for AI and support workers to ensure a fair transition. 
:: Co-operate across borders and sectors to share information, develop standards and work towards  
      responsible stewardship of AI. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict [PoC] 
 
Twenty years of protection of civilians at the UN Security Council  
ODI Briefing papers | May 2019 | Sarah Adamczyk 
   Exploring the current state of the protection of civilians in armed conflict agenda and proposing steps 
to help close the gap between law and action. 
A century ago, civilians represented approximately 10%–15% of total casualties in armed conflict. By 
the Second World War, this had risen to nearly 50%, and by the 1990s civilians accounted for between 
80% and 85% of casualties in armed conflict, a trend that has continued, if not intensified, into the 
twenty-first century. Civilians are not simply being caught up in fighting, but are increasingly directly 
targeted. 
 
This HPG Policy Brief explores the current state of the protection of civilians in armed conflict (PoC) 
agenda and proposes constructive steps to help close the gap between law and action and prepare for 
the next 20 years of PoC policy and practice. It draws on interviews with more than 35 stakeholders 
engaged in PoC discussions and policy, including UN Security Council (UNSC) members, other UN 
member states, UN staff, local and international non-governmental organisations, human rights and 
peacebuilding organisations and key experts and academics. 
 
Key messages 
:: Twenty years on from the first UN Security Council (UNSC) resolution on the protection of civilians in 
armed conflict (PoC), civilians continue to account for the vast majority of conflict casualties. The 
problem lies not with the current normative framework, but with the translation and implementation of 
these policies into practice. 
 
:: The UNSC has a range of mechanisms and procedures for engaging with the PoC agenda along with 
enforcement tools to ensure compliance with international law, yet often lacks the political will to do 
so. 
 
:: Protection of civilians faces substantial challenges, related both to changes in the geopolitical context 
in which conflicts take place, and to more specific difficulties around definitional clarity, fragmentation 
of the PoC agenda and the lack of inclusive and sustained engagement. 
 

https://www.odi.org/publications/11348-twenty-years-protection-civilians-un-security-council


   

  

:: To translate the normative progress made over the past 20 years into demonstrable improvements in 
civilian protection outcomes, the UNSC and the wider international community must advocate for 
stronger reporting on civilian harm, more robust accountability and enforcement, consistent and 
transparent use of vetoes within the UNSC and implementation of national level policy frameworks. 
 
:: Regarding UN peacekeeping operations, the UNSC should provide greater support through increased 
clarity in mandates and expectations, matched by commensurate resources and funding. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Language 
 
A Style Guide Focused on Dignity and Precision 
MacArthur Foundation – Grantee Research  
May 24, 2019  
   With the specific intention of promoting dignity and precision in journalism, the new Global Press 
Style Guide establishes guidelines for referring to people and places around the world. The guide 
focuses on accurate word use and suggests eliminating words like "ethnic", "millennial", “Global South”, 
which are inconsistently applied, misleading, or politically charged, in favor of more precise description. 
A MacArthur grantee, the Global Press Institute exists to create a more just and informed world by 
training and then employing local journalists to produce ethical, accurate news coverage from the 
world’s least-covered places. 
 
Example from the online Global Press Style Guide 
asylum seeker/asylee 
Rule:  
   Use the term asylum seeker to refer to someone who has formally applied for asylum in a foreign 
country. Use the term asylee to refer to someone who has received admittance into a foreign country. 
There are no globally-applied standards used to grant asylum. Both terms should be used in 
accordance with local laws in countries relevant to a story’s news value. 
   Note that these terms are not interchangeable with refugee or related words. Add context, including 
sociopolitical realities in a source’s home country and in the country where that source seeks asylum. 
Rationale:  
   Terms related to asylum are often misapplied. Precise, context-rich references are required for 
accuracy and reader clarity. 
SEE ALSO: internally displaced person, refugee 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Featured Journal Content 
 
The International Journal of Children's Rights 
Volume 27 (2019): Issue 2 (May 2019) 
The Principle of Evolving Capacities under the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child  
By: Sheila Varadan  
Pages: 306–338  

https://www.macfound.org/press/grantee-publications/style-guide-focused-dignity-and-precision/
https://globalpressjournal.com/style-guide/?letter=i#term-inmate
https://globalpressjournal.com/style-guide/?letter=i#term-inmate
https://globalpress.co/
https://globalpressjournal.com/style-guide/?letter=i#term-inmate
https://globalpressjournal.com/style-guide/?letter=i#term-internally-displaced-person
https://globalpressjournal.com/style-guide/?letter=r#term-refugee
https://brill.com/view/journals/chil/27/2/article-p306_306.xml


   

  

Publication Date: 10 May 2019  
Abstract 
The phrase “evolving capacities of the child” appears twice in the uncrc, under articles 5 and 14(2) in 
the framework of parental guidance. Yet the term “evolving capacities” appears over 80 times in the 
General Comments of the crc Committee. This paper examines the Committee’s use of “evolving 
capacities” in its General Comments, suggesting that the term has been treated as an enabling 
principle, an interpretative principle, and a policy principle within the framework of the uncrc. A broad 
principle of evolving capacities has thus emerged under the uncrc that informs not only the framework 
of parental guidance, but the whole of the Convention. However, the crc Committee does not recognise 
“evolving capacities” as a general principle or otherwise under the uncrc. This paper examines why this 
might be, and concludes that more consideration needs to be given to the role of “evolving capacities” 
as a principle under the uncrc. 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
Emergencies 
 
POLIO   
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
Polio this week as of 15 May 2019 
:: Health ministers and delegates attending the World Health Assembly this week in Geneva welcomed 
the new Polio Endgame Strategy 2019-2023, reiterating the need to fully implement and fund all 
aspects of the strategy to secure a lasting polio-free world.  The five-year plan spells out the tactics 
and tools to wipe out the poliovirus from its last remaining reservoirs, including innovative strategies to 
vaccinate hard-to-reach children and expanded partnerships with the Expanded Programme on 
Immunization community and health emergencies. 
 
:: Taking advantage of the critical mass of global leaders, the Global Polio Eradication Initiative hosted 
an event for polio eradicators, partners and stakeholders on 21 May 2019.  The event, To Succeed by 
2023—Reaching Every Last Child, celebrated the GPEI’s new Polio Endgame Strategy 2019-2023. Read 
more here. 
 
:: The GPEI is committed to advancing gender equality and the empowerment of women in its efforts 
to eradicate polio. On 11 May 2019, the GPEI Polio Oversight Board officially endorsed the GPEI Gender 
Equality Strategy, 2019-2023 with the objective to promote the integration of a gender perspective into 
different aspects of the GPEI’s programming, to support countries in addressing gender-related barriers 
to polio vaccination to increase coverage and increase women’s meaningful participation in the polio 
programme. Read strategy here. Watch an animation explaining the 
relations between gender and polio eradication here. 
 
:: Watch Coffee with Polio Experts: Sini Ramo, Gender Analyst as she talks about the role of gender in 
determining health goals—including access to polio vaccines— and GPEI’s part in integrating gender 
equality and mainstreaming in its work to end polio. 
 
Summary of new viruses this week:  
:: Afghanistan—one wild poliovirus type 1 (WPV1)-positive environmental sample;  
:: Pakistan— two WPV1 cases and seven WPV1-positive environmental samples;  

http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
http://polioeradication.org/who-we-are/polio-endgame-strategy-2019-2023/
http://polioeradication.org/who-we-are/polio-endgame-strategy-2019-2023/
http://polioeradication.org/news-post/launch-of-polio-endgame-strategy-2019-2023/
https://bit.ly/2Ohvccy
http://polioeradication.org/news-post/gender-and-polio-eradication/
http://polioeradication.org/news-post/coffee-with-polio-experts-sini-ramo-gender-analyst/


   

  

:: Niger—one circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type 2 (cVDPV2) isolated from a healthy 
community contact;  
:: Nigeria—One case classified cVDPV2 based on a positive contact and three cVDPV2-positive 
environmental samples.  
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Editor’s Note: 
WHO has posted a refreshed emergencies page which presents an updated listing of Grade 3,2,1 
emergencies as below. 
 
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies  [to 25 May 2019] 
Democratic Republic of the Congo  
:: United Nations strengthens Ebola response in Democratic Republic of the Congo 
23 May 2019 
:: Taking risks to provide care in a conflict zone  22 May 2019 
:: 42: Situation report on the Ebola outbreak in North Kivu  21 May 2019 
:: Disease Outbreak News (DONs)  Ebola virus disease – Democratic Republic of the Congo  
23 May 2019 
[See Ebola DRC above for detail] 
 
Bangladesh - Rohingya crisis  
::  Rohingya crisis: WHO introduces new software for epidemiologists to control disease outbreak 
   Cox's Bazar (18-21 March 2019) - Over the past week, WHO and the Global Outbreak Alert and 
Response Network (GOARN) have trained public health experts in Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh, in using a 
newly developed piece of software called Go.Data. The training is part of the global roll-out of Go.Data, 
a software which allows conducting outbreak investigations, including field data collection, contact 
tracing and visualization of disease chains of transmission. The new software was developed in 
collaboration with GOARN, WHO and other partner organizations…  
 
Nigeria  
:: Strengthening the healthcare system in north-east Nigeria - a priority for WHO 22 May 2019  
:: Over 850,000 Nigerians in 12 States at risk of poisoning from mercury use  20 May 2019 
 
Syrian Arab Republic  
:: Supporting Syrian refugees in Turkey with the health services and guidance they need 
20 May 2019  
 
Mozambique floods  - No new digest announcements identified 
Myanmar  - No new digest announcements identified 
Somalia - No new digest announcements identified 
South Sudan  - No new digest announcements identified 
Yemen  - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies  [to 25 May 2019] 

http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cod/en/
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/23-05-2019-united-nations-strengthens-ebola-response-in-democratic-republic-of-the-congo
https://www.who.int/news-room/feature-stories/detail/taking-risks-to-provide-care-in-a-conflict-zone
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/324843/SITREP_EVD_DRC_20190521-eng.pdf?ua=1
https://www.who.int/csr/don/23-may-2019-ebola-drc/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/bgd/en/
http://www.searo.who.int/bangladesh/go.data/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/nigeria/en/
https://afro.who.int/news/strengthening-healthcare-system-north-east-nigeria-priority-who
https://afro.who.int/news/over-850000-nigerians-12-states-risk-poisoning-mercury-use
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/syr/en/
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/emergencies/syria-crisis-health-response-from-turkey/news/news/2019/05/supporting-syrian-refugees-in-turkey-with-the-health-services-and-guidance-they-need
https://afro.who.int/countries/mozambique
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mmr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/somalia/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ssd/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/yem/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/


   

  

Libya  
::  WHO distributes urgently needed medical supplies as Libya conflict continues 
21 May 2019 
 
Brazil (in Portugese)  
:: Organização Mundial da Saúde certifica Argélia e Argentina como livres da malária 
22 de maio de 2019 – Argélia e Argentina foram oficialmente reconhecidas pela Organização Mundial 
da Saúde (OMS) como livres da malária. A certificação é concedida quando um país prova que 
interrompeu a transmissão autóctone da doença por pelo menos três anos consecutivos. 
 
MERS-CoV  
:: MERS situation update, April 2019  
   At the end of April 2019, a total of 2428 laboratory-confirmed cases of Middle East respiratory 
syndrome (MERS), including 838 associated deaths (case–fatality rate: 34.5%) were reported globally; 
the majority of these cases were reported from Saudi Arabia (2037 cases, including 760 related deaths 
with a case–fatality rate of 37.3%). During the month of April, a total of 29 laboratory-confirmed cases 
of MERS were reported globally. All the 29 cases were reported from Saudi Arabia with 11 associated 
deaths. 
 
occupied Palestinian territory   
:: Health attacks continue during Gaza’s Great March of Return  20 May 2019  
 
Cameroon  - No new digest announcements identified 
Central African Republic  - No new digest announcements identified 
Cyclone Idai - No new digest announcements identified 
Ethiopia - No new digest announcements identified 
Iran floods 2019 - No new digest announcements identified 
Iraq - No new digest announcements identified 
Malawi floods - No new digest announcements identified 
Niger - No new digest announcements identified 
Sudan - No new digest announcements identified 
Ukraine - No new digest announcements identified 
Zimbabwe - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 1 Emergencies  [to 25 May 2019] 
Afghanistan - No new digest announcements identified 
Angola - No new digest announcements identified 
Chad  - No new digest announcements identified 
Djibouti - No new digest announcements identified 
Indonesia - Sulawesi earthquake 2018  - No new digest announcements identified 
Kenya   - No new digest announcements identified 
Mali  - No new digest announcements identified 
Namibia - viral hepatitis  - No new digest announcements identified 
Tanzania  - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 

http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/lby/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/lby/libya-news/who-distributes-urgently-needed-medical-supplies-as-libya-conflict-continues.html?format=html
https://www.paho.org/bra/
https://www.paho.org/bra.../index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=5942:organizacao-mundial-da-saude-certifica-argelia-e-argentina-como-livres-da-malaria&catid=1272&Itemid=836
http://www.who.int/emergencies/mers-cov/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/pandemic-epidemic-diseases/mers-cov/mers-situation-update-april-2019.html
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/opt/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/pse/palestine-news/health-attacks-continue-during-gazas-great-march-of-return.html
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cmr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/caf/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/cyclone-idai/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/eth/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/irn/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/countries/irq/index.html
https://afro.who.int/countries/malawi
http://afro.who.int/fr/countries/niger
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/sdn/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ukr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/zwe/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/afg/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/angola
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tcd/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/fr/countries/dji/
http://www.searo.who.int/mediacentre/emergencies/sulawesi-earthquake/en/
http://www.afro.who.int/countries/kenya
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mli/en/
http://afro.who.int/news/baseline-assessment-national-viral-hepatitis-response-namibia
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tza/en/


   

  

:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – L3 Emergencies 
The UN and its humanitarian partners are currently responding to three 'L3' emergencies. This is the 
global humanitarian system's classification for the response to the most severe, large-scale 
humanitarian crises.  
Syrian Arab Republic   
:: Syria: Situation Report 3: Recent Developments in Northwestern Syria (as of 24 May 2019) 
HIGHLIGHTS 
:: Ongoing conflict in northwest Syria continues to impact civilians, civilian infrastructure, and 
humanitarian service provision in the deescalation zone of northern Hama, southern Idleb 
governorates, and the countryside of Aleppo. 
:: More than 200,000 people were displaced between 1 and 16 May, while 20 health facilities, three 
IDP settlements, and one refugee camp were reportedly affected by hostilities. This number is in 
addition to those people displaced prior to that date. There are unconfirmed local reports that up to 25 
schools have been affected since the beginning of May. 
:: The humanitarian response is ongoing with tens of thousands of people being provided food, 
protection, nutrition, health, shelter, education and WASH services, while critical gaps remain across 
sectors. 
 
Yemen - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Corporate Emergencies 
When the USG/ERC declares a Corporate Emergency Response, all OCHA offices, branches and 
sections provide their full support to response activities both at HQ and in the field. 
CYCLONE IDAI and Kenneth 
::  25 May 2019  Mozambique: Cyclone Idai & Floods Situation Report No. 22 (As of 20 May 2019) 
:: 24 May 2019  Zimbabwe: Emergency Situation Report No. 8, As of 22 May 2019 
 

 
*                      *                       *                        * 

 

Agency/Government/IGO Watch 
We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for key 
media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on regional or global 
level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific coverage is limited. Please 
suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
 
 
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly  
[to 25 May 2019] 
https://www.un.org/press/en 
23 May 2019  
SC/13822 
Civilian Experiences, Needs in Conflict Critical to Creating Protection, Accountability 
Frameworks, Speakers Tell Security Council 

https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/syria
/https:/reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-situation-report-3-recent-developments-northwestern-syria-24-may
/https:/reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-situation-report-3-recent-developments-northwestern-syria-24-may
https://www.unocha.org/yemen
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/southern-and-eastern-africa-rosea/cyclone-idai
https://www.unocha.org/southern-and-eastern-africa-rosea/cyclones-idai-and-kenneth
https://reliefweb.int/node/3143478
https://reliefweb.int/node/3142778
https://www.un.org/press/en
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sc13822.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sc13822.doc.htm


   

  

   Along with holding perpetrators to account, the experiences and needs of civilian communities who 
suffer the daily brutalities of armed conflict must be incorporated into measures that protect them, 
speakers told the Security Council during an open debate today as it marked the twentieth anniversary 
of placing “the protection of civilians” on its agenda. 
 
22 May 2019  
SC/13820 
Security Council Members Express Alarm over Recent Escalation of Violence in Gaza, 
Funding Shortfall Affecting Agency for Palestine Refugees 
   With the recent flare-up of violence in Gaza as the central topic of discussion in the Security Council 
today, members also considered the funding shortage affecting the United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA). 
 
21 May 2019  
SC/13816 
Libya on Brink of Permanent Split, Top United Nations Man Tells Security Council, as 
African Union Official Calls Country ‘Proxy Battleground’ for External Actors 
   Libya is on the verge of a civil war that could split the country permanently, the senior United 
Nations official in that country warned the Security Council today, as that body’s members sounded the 
alarm over the rapid proliferation of weapons and the prospect of a major humanitarian catastrophe. 
 
 
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 25 May 2019] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true  
Top News 
Bachelet dismayed by Kenyan High Court Decision upholding criminal sanctions for same-
sex relations 
 
Central African Republic: UN expert condemns deadly attacks, calls for greater civilian 
protection 
 
El Salvador: Bachelet urges Legislative Assembly to refrain from re-establishing amnesty 
for serious human rights violations 
 
UN expert laments UK’s ‘doubling down on failed anti-poor policies’ 
 
UN expert on privacy seriously concerned by Ecuador’s behaviour in Assange and Moreno 
cases 
 
 
United Nations Human Rights Council  [to 25 May 2019] 
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Committee on the Rights of the Child [to 25 May 2019] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx 
Latest News 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sc13820.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sc13820.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sc13816.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sc13816.doc.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24650&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24650&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24648&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24648&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24642&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24642&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24636&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24646&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24646&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx


   

  

Committee on the Rights of the Child examine report of Botswana 
24 May 2019 

Committee on the Rights of the Child examines report of Cabo Verde 
23 May 2019 

Committee on the Rights of the Child examines report of Côte d'Ivoire 
21 May 2019 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the sale and sexual exploitation of children   [to 25 May 2019] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed 
Conflict [to 25 May 2019] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 
Sunday, 19 May 2019 
Violence in Northwest Syria Raises Grave Protection Concerns for Children 
   The intensification in hostilities in northwest Syria is worsening the suffering of children who are 
already deeply affected by more than nine years of war, warned the Special Representative of the 
Secretary-General (SRSG) for Children and Armed Conflict, Ms. Virginia Gamba. 
   Over recent weeks, the civilian population in northwest Syria has been caught amidst heavy fighting 
between warring parties, including indiscriminate attacks on civilians. Children in the areas of southern 
Idlib and northern Hama have been particularly exposed, resulting in the displacement of thousands of 
civilians due to the volatile security situation. 
   SRSG Gamba urged all parties to ensure protection of children at all times and to respect the basic 
humanitarian principles of distinction and proportionality in the conduct of hostilities, as well as 
avoiding superfluous injury and unnecessary suffering. “For almost a decade, children in Syria have 
borne the brunt of hostilities. For many, it’s the only reality they’ve ever known.”… 
 
 
SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict 
[to 25 May 2019] 
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights   [to 25 May 2019] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx 
22 May 2019 
UN expert laments UK’s ‘doubling down on failed anti-poor policies’ 
   GENEVA (22 May 2019) - The UK Government’s policies have led to the systematic immiseration of 
millions across Great Britain, the UN’s expert on poverty and human rights said in a report released 
today, calling for a new vision that embodies compassion to end the unnecessary hardship.     
   “The results of the austerity experiment are crystal clear,” Philip Alston said in his report following an 
official visit to the country in November 2018. “There are 14 million people living in poverty, record 

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24649&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24645&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24644&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/violence-in-northwest-syria-raises-grave-protection-concerns-for-children/
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24636&LangID=E
https://undocs.org/A/HRC/41/39/Add.1


   

  

levels of hunger and homelessness, falling life expectancy for some groups, ever fewer community 
services, and greatly reduced policing, while access to the courts for lower-income groups has been 
dramatically rolled back by cuts to legal aid.  
   “The imposition of austerity was an ideological project designed to radically reshape the relationship 
between the Government and the citizenry,” the expert said. “UK standards of well-being have 
descended precipitately in a remarkably short period of time, as a result of deliberate policy choices 
made when many other options were available. 
   “The Government’s ‘work not welfare’ mantra conveys the message that individuals and families can 
seek charity but that the State will no longer provide the basic social safety net to which all political 
parties had been committed since 1945,” Alston said.  
   “It is hard to imagine a recipe better designed to exacerbate inequality and poverty and to 
undermine the life prospects of many millions,” said the UN Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and 
human rights. “But in response to this social calamity, the Government has doubled down on its 
policies…  
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable 
standard of physical and mental health  [to 25 May 2019] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx 
Latest news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights  [to 25 May 2019] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples   [to 25 May 2019] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN OCHA [to 25 May 2019] 
https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases 
Selected Press Releases  [as presented on webpage]    
24 May 2019 
Oslo Conference on Ending Sexual and Gender-Based Violence in Humanitarian Crises: Co-
Host Outcome Statement 
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
21 May 2019 
UN Humanitarian Coordinator for Libya strongly condemns the ... 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx
https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/oslo-conference-ending-sexual-and-gender-based-violence-humanitarian-crises-co-host
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/oslo-conference-ending-sexual-and-gender-based-violence-humanitarian-crises-co-host
https://reliefweb.int/node/3136163


   

  

  
20 May 2019 
Somalia: $710 million needed to scale up drought response an .. 
 
 
Centre for Humanitarian Data/HDX  [to 25 May 2019] 
https://centre.humdata.org/ 
Slideshow 
Data responsibility in humanitarian action: from principle to practice, 20-22 May 2019 
by humdata  
 
 
UNICEF  [to 25 May 2019] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases 
Selected Statements, Press Releases, Reports 
Press release  
Geneva Palais Briefing Note: Children's nutrition at risk in Afghanistan 
   This is a summary of what was said by UNICEF spokesperson Christophe Boulierac – to whom 
quoted text may be attributed – at today's press briefing at the Palais des Nations in Geneva. 
24/05/2019  
 
Press release 
Statement on attacks in the Central African Republic 
by Marie-Pierre Poirier, UNICEF Regional Director for West and Central Africa 
24/05/2019  
 
Press release 
UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador Priyanka Chopra Jonas visits Ethiopia to meet refugee 
children fleeing conflict and humanitarian crises 
24/05/2019  
 
Press release 
Henrietta Fore, UNICEF Executive Director Gender-Based Violence in Emergencies Opening 
Session Oslo, Norway, 23 May 2019 
23/05/2019  
 
Statement 
Protect the rights of children of foreign fighters stranded in Syria and Iraq 
Statement by UNICEF Executive Director Henrietta Fore 
21/05/2019  
 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 25 May 2019] 
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html 
Selected Announcements  
Longer dry season shrinks water supply for Rohingya refugees to critical levels  
24 May 2019  
 

https://reliefweb.int/node/3134533
https://centre.humdata.org/
https://centre.humdata.org/
https://centre.humdata.org/
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/geneva-palais-briefing-note-childrens-nutrition-risk-afghanistan
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/geneva-palais-briefing-note-childrens-nutrition-risk-afghanistan
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/statement-attacks-central-african-republic
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/statement-attacks-central-african-republic
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-goodwill-ambassador-priyanka-chopra-jonas-visits-ethiopia-meet-refugee
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-goodwill-ambassador-priyanka-chopra-jonas-visits-ethiopia-meet-refugee
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-goodwill-ambassador-priyanka-chopra-jonas-visits-ethiopia-meet-refugee
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-goodwill-ambassador-priyanka-chopra-jonas-visits-ethiopia-meet-refugee
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/henrietta-fore-unicef-executive-director-gender-based-violence-emergencies-opening
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/henrietta-fore-unicef-executive-director-gender-based-violence-emergencies-opening
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/henrietta-fore-unicef-executive-director-gender-based-violence-emergencies-opening
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/henrietta-fore-unicef-executive-director-gender-based-violence-emergencies-opening
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/protect-rights-children-foreign-fighters-stranded-syria-and-iraq
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/protect-rights-children-foreign-fighters-stranded-syria-and-iraq
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2019/5/5ce7a8cb4/longer-dry-season-shrinks-water-supply-rohingya-refugees-critical-levels.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2019/5/5ce7a8cb4/longer-dry-season-shrinks-water-supply-rohingya-refugees-critical-levels.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2019/5/5ce7a8cb4/longer-dry-season-shrinks-water-supply-rohingya-refugees-critical-levels.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/5/5ce7969d4/unhcr-launches-new-season-award-winning-podcast-humanitarian-workers.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/5/5ce7969d4/unhcr-launches-new-season-award-winning-podcast-humanitarian-workers.html


   

  

UNHCR launches new season of award-winning podcast on humanitarian workers 
24 May 2019 
 
Majority fleeing Venezuela in need of refugee protection - UNHCR 
21 May 2019  
 
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 25 May 2019] 
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
Selected Announcements 
New Funding for EU-IOM Joint Initiative in the Horn of Africa  
2019-05-24 16:27 
Nairobi – The European Union has committed an additional EUR 18 million to its partnership with IOM 
known as the EU-IOM Joint Initiative for Migrant Protection and Reintegration in the Horn of Africa. 
 
Human Trafficking Takes Centre Stage in Bangladesh 
2019-05-24 16:25 
Cox’s Bazar – Bangladesh is boosting efforts to combat human trafficking with a national plan of action 
to improve enforcement through better inter-agency coordination, among others. 
 
IOM Provides Support to Venezuelans in Brazil  
2019-05-24 16:18 
São Paulo – The International Organization for Migration (IOM) this week (20 May) provided food 
assistance to Venezuelan refugees and migrants in Brazil's south-eastern region. 
 
Mediterranean Migrant Arrivals Reach 19,830 in 2019; Deaths Reach 512 
2019-05-24 16:06 
Geneva – The International Organization for Migration (IOM) reports that 19,830 migrants and 
refugees have entered Europe by sea through 22 May, roughly a 30 per cent decrease from the 28,325 
arriving during the same period last year. 
 
 
UNAIDS [to 25 May 2019]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
Selected Press Releases/Reports/Statements 
24 May 2019 
Leveraging technology and innovation to end AIDS and tuberculosis  
 
24 May 2019 
The road to equality for LGBTI people in India  
 
22 May 2019 
First Lady of Kenya visits UNAIDS to highlight Beyond Zero  
 
20 May 2019 
People who inject drugs falling behind in access to HIV treatment 
 
 

https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/5/5ce7969d4/unhcr-launches-new-season-award-winning-podcast-humanitarian-workers.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/5/5ce7969d4/unhcr-launches-new-season-award-winning-podcast-humanitarian-workers.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2019/5/5ce3bb734/majority-fleeing-venezuela-need-refugee-protection-unhcr.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2019/5/5ce3bb734/majority-fleeing-venezuela-need-refugee-protection-unhcr.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2019/5/5ce3bb734/majority-fleeing-venezuela-need-refugee-protection-unhcr.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2019/5/5ce3bb734/majority-fleeing-venezuela-need-refugee-protection-unhcr.html
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases
https://www.iom.int/news/new-funding-eu-iom-joint-initiative-horn-africa
https://www.iom.int/news/human-trafficking-takes-centre-stage-bangladesh
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-provides-support-venezuelans-brazil
https://www.iom.int/news/mediterranean-migrant-arrivals-reach-19830-2019-deaths-reach-512
http://www.unaids.org/en
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2019/may/20190524_innovation-to-end-aids-tuberculosis
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2019/may/20190524_india
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2019/may/20190521_first-lady-kenya
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2019/may/20190520_gow_drugs


   

  

WHO & Regional Offices [to 25 May 2019]  
25 May 2019   News release 
World Health Assembly Update, 25 May 2019 
 
24 May 2019   News release 
World Health Assembly Update, 24 May 2019 
 
23 May 2019   Statement 
United Nations strengthens Ebola response in Democratic Republic of the Congo 
 
23 May 2019   News release 
World Health Assembly Update, 23 May 2019 
 
23 May 2019 
What the first malaria vaccine means to a mother and child  
   The world’s first malaria vaccine in childhood vaccination is being rolled out in 2019 in selected areas 
of Ghana, Malawi and Kenya, through a pilot programme supported by the World Health Organization 
   Vida tells the story of her baby Lordina, one of the first to get the vaccine in Ghana, and how this 
additional prevention tool gives her “more peace of mind.” Her story is a stirring testament to the 
potential of this additional form of protection against malaria for young children.  
   Watch the video 
 
22 May 2019   News release 
World Health Assembly 72 Update 
 
22 May 2019   News release 
Algeria and Argentina certified malaria-free by WHO 
 
22 May 2019   News release 
Five billion people still at risk from industrial trans fat exposure 
 
20 May 2019   News release 
WHO announces four new goodwill ambassadors for promoting global health 
   …The new ambassadors are: 
:: Alisson Becker, goalkeeper of the Brazilian national and Liverpool football teams, and 
:: Dr Natália Loewe Becker, medical doctor and health advocate from Brazil, as WHO Goodwill 
Ambassadors for Health Promotion; 
:: Cynthia Germanotta, President of Born This Way Foundation, which was co-founded with her 
daughter Lady Gaga, as WHO Goodwill Ambassador for Mental Health; 
:: Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, former President of Liberia, as WHO Goodwill Ambassador for Health 
Workforce 
 
20 May 2019 
Draft: Developing together the vision and strategy for immunization 2021-2030 
pdf, 2.00Mb 
Comments and Feedback by 14 June  
 
:::::: 

https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/25-05-2019-world-health-assembly-update
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/24-05-2019-world-health-assembly-update
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/23-05-2019-united-nations-strengthens-ebola-response-in-democratic-republic-of-the-congo
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/23-05-2019-world-health-assembly-update-23-may-2019
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ctfiWWT0v_E&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ctfiWWT0v_E&feature=youtu.be
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/22-05-2019-world-health-assembly-72-update
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/22-05-2019-algeria-and-argentina-certified-malaria-free-by-who
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/22-05-2019-five-billion-people-still-at-risk-from-industrial-trans-fat-exposure
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/20-05-2019-who-announces-four-new-goodwill-ambassadors-for-promoting-global-health
https://www.who.int/immunization/ia2030_Draft_Zero.pdf?ua=1
https://www.who.int/immunization/ia2030_Draft_Zero.pdf?ua=1


   

  

 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO      
:: WHO and partners provide life-saving vaccine to more than 1.2 million children against measles in 
Borno State.  24 May 2019  
:: African Parliamentarians commit to urgent action to increase immunization rates and advance 
universal health coverage, as Pan-African Parliament session concludes  23 May 2019  
:: United Nations strengthens Ebola response in Democratic Republic of the Congo  23 May 2019  
:: Algeria and Argentina certified malaria-free by WHO  22 May 2019  
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
:: World Health Assembly approves resolutions on climate change and health, noncommunicable 
diseases, and influenza preparedness (05/24/2019)  
:: World Health Assembly Adopts Resolution on Antimicrobial Resistance (05/23/2019)  
:: Ministers of Health of the Pacific and the Caribbean to join forces on climate change and health, 
regulatory frameworks, health security and NCDs (05/23/2019)  
:: Delegates Adopt Resolutions on Universal Health Coverage at World Health Assembly (05/22/2019)  
:: Argentina certified malaria-free by WHO (05/22/2019)  
:: Roadmap to Universal Health Discussed on Day Two of the World Health Assembly (05/21/2019)  
:: 72nd World Health Assembly Opens in Geneva (05/20/2019) 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
No new digest content identified. 
 
WHO European Region EURO  
:: Creativity and commitment on display during European Immunization Week 2019 21-05-2019  
:: WHO’s strategic priorities in focus at Seventy-second World Health Assembly 21-05-2019  
:: Supporting Syrian refugees in Turkey with the health services and guidance they need 20-05-2019 
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: WHO distributes medical supplies as Libya conflict continues  21 May 2019 
:: Health attacks continue during Gaza's Great March of Return  20 May 2019 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 25 May 2019] 
http://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2019/ 
20/05/19 
Announcement of 2019 OIE Photo Competition winners  
   Today, the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) has published the long awaited results of the 
fifth annual OIE Photo competition following its closure on 15 April 2019. The OIE announced seven 
winners on its dedicated website: www.oiephotocompetition.com. The competition, launched in 
February and titled “Animal health and welfare beyond the cliché”, was a golden opportunity for 
entrants to artistically and creatively shed light on the importance of the work done worldwide by 
animal health players in the implementation of OIE International Standards.  

http://www.afro.who.int/
https://www.afro.who.int/news/who-and-partners-provide-life-saving-vaccine-more-12-million-children-against-measles-borno
https://www.afro.who.int/news/who-and-partners-provide-life-saving-vaccine-more-12-million-children-against-measles-borno
https://www.afro.who.int/news/african-parliamentarians-commit-urgent-action-increase-immunization-rates-and-advance
https://www.afro.who.int/news/african-parliamentarians-commit-urgent-action-increase-immunization-rates-and-advance
https://www.afro.who.int/news/united-nations-strengthens-ebola-response-democratic-republic-congo
https://www.afro.who.int/news/algeria-certified-malaria-free-by-who
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=466:2008-media-center-press-releases&Itemid=40108&lang=en
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15205&catid=740&Itemid=1926&lang=en
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15205&catid=740&Itemid=1926&lang=en
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15202&catid=740&Itemid=1926&lang=en
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15199&catid=740&Itemid=1926&lang=en
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15199&catid=740&Itemid=1926&lang=en
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15198&catid=740&Itemid=1926&lang=en
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15191&catid=740&Itemid=1926&lang=en
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15188&catid=740&Itemid=1926&lang=en
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15181&catid=740&Itemid=1926&lang=en
http://www.searo.who.int/
http://www.euro.who.int/
http://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/events/events/2019/04/european-immunization-week-2019/news/news/2019/05/photo-story-creativity-and-commitment-on-display-during-european-immunization-week-2020
http://www.euro.who.int/en/about-us/regional-director/news/news/2019/05/whos-strategic-priorities-in-focus-at-seventy-second-world-health-assembly
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/emergencies/syria-crisis-health-response-from-turkey/news/news/2019/05/supporting-syrian-refugees-in-turkey-with-the-health-services-and-guidance-they-need2
http://www.emro.who.int/
http://www.emro.who.int/lby/libya-news/who-distributes-urgently-needed-medical-supplies-as-libya-conflict-continues.html?format=html
http://www.emro.who.int/pse/palestine-news/health-attacks-continue-during-gazas-great-march-of-return.html
http://www.wpro.who.int/
http://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2019/
http://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/detail/article/announcement-of-2019-oie-photo-competition-winners/
http://www.oiephotocompetition.com/
http://www.oie.int/en/international-standard-setting/overview/


   

  

 
 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 25 May 2019] 
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release 
24 May 2019   Press Release 
New independent assessment highlights UNFPA’s progress and overall strong 
organizational performance  
   UNFPA, the United Nations sexual and reproductive health agency, has “a clear, focused, results-
oriented strategy” with management and monitoring systems that link activities and expenditures to 
outcomes and strategic...  
 
24 May 2019   Press Release 
ACTING TOGETHER TO END SEXUAL AND GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE IN HUMANITARIAN 
CRISES 
   One in three women experience sexual or gender-based violence in her lifetime. Men and boys are 
affected too. The risk is greatly exacerbated in humanitarian crises triggered by armed conflict and 
natural disasters.  
 
 
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 25 May 2019] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
Selected Press Releases/Announcements 
Cyclones Idai and Kenneth: Mozambique Government convenes international pledging 
conference 
Mozambique will host an International Pledging Conference to secure support for reconstruction 
following the devastation caused by cyclones Idai and Kenneth.    
Posted on May 25, 2019 
 
Global leaders join forces to save tropical forests and boost sustainable growth  
Global and regional leaders gathered last week at the Good Growth Conference in Peru to step up 
ambition and take concrete actions to promote sustainable production of agricultural commodities.    
Posted on May 24, 2019 
 
Young people are key to preventing violent extremism, says new UNDP report 
New report underscores the need for systematic participation of young people in decision-making and 
governance to prevent and respond to violent extremism.    
Posted on May 23, 2019 
 
Fourth World Reconstruction Conference pledges to 'leave no-one behind' 
More than 1000 participants attended the Fourth World Reconstruction Conference (WRC4), applying 
the pledge made by 193 countries in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development to 'leave no one…  
Posted on May 23, 2019 
 
 
UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 25 May 2019] 
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 

http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release
https://www.unfpa.org/press/new-independent-assessment-highlights-unfpas-progress-and-overall-strong-organizational
https://www.unfpa.org/press/new-independent-assessment-highlights-unfpas-progress-and-overall-strong-organizational
https://www.unfpa.org/press/acting-together-end-sexual-and-gender-based-violence-humanitarian-crises
https://www.unfpa.org/press/acting-together-end-sexual-and-gender-based-violence-humanitarian-crises
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/news/2019/Cyclones_Idai_and_Kenneth_Mozambique_Government_convenes_international_pledging_conference_for_reconstruction_and_building_resilience.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/news/2019/Cyclones_Idai_and_Kenneth_Mozambique_Government_convenes_international_pledging_conference_for_reconstruction_and_building_resilience.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/news/2019/Global_leaders_join_forces_to_save_tropical_forests_and_boost_sustainable_growth.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/news/2019/young-people-key-to-preventing-violent-extremism.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/news/2019/fourth-world-reconstruction-conference-pledges-to---leave-no-one.html
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/


   

  

 

 

UN Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN)  [to 25 May 2019] 
http://unsdsn.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division  [to 25 May 2019] 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 25 May 2019] 
https://www.unenvironment.org/ 
20 May 2019   Press release  
UN Environment and Saudi Arabia sign deal to strengthen environmental protection 
   19 May 2019 – UN Environment and the Ministry of Environment, Water, and Agriculture in the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia signed a strategic cooperation agreement today to strengthen environmental 
protection and safeguard natural… 
 
 
UNISDR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 25 May 2019] 
http://www.unisdr.org/archive 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 25 May 2019] 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news.html 
Latest News 
Global progress on affordable and clean energy must be accelerated in order to close 
energy gap, new report says 
23 May 2019, New York  
   Governments, businesses and civil society organizations have made tremendous strides in bringing 
affordable and clean energy to more people in recent years, but this progress has been largely uneven 
and must be accelerated in order to leave no one behind, says a new collection of policy briefs 
compiled by the multi-stakeholder SDG 7 Technical Advisory Group (SDG7-TAG)  and convened by the 
United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs. Urgent reinforced action and more 
investment, particularly in least developed countries and is needed to achieve Sustainable Development 
Goal 7 on energy by 2030. 
   Advancement on SDG 7 has the potential to spur progress across the SDGs on poverty eradication, 
gender equality, climate change mitigation and adaptation, food security, health, education, sustainable 
cities and communities, clean water and sanitation, jobs, innovation, transport, and refugees and other 
situations of displacement.. 
 
 

http://unsdsn.org/news/
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/
https://www.unenvironment.org/
https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/press-release/un-environment-and-saudi-arabia-sign-deal-strengthen-environmental
http://www.unisdr.org/archive
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/sustainable/decade-of-sustainable-energy.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/sustainable/decade-of-sustainable-energy.html


   

  

UNESCO  [to 25 May 2019] 
http://en.unesco.org/news 
24 May 2019  
Countries call for inclusion of culture in development policies at High-level Event at UN 
 
24 May 2019  
UNESCO conference explored how Blockchain technology can foster inclusive knowledge 
societies 
 
23 May 2019  
Economic valuation of ecosystem services in African biosphere reserves 
 
 
International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS)  [to 25 May 2019] 
https://www.icomos.org/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 25 May 2019] 
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp 
24/05/2019 –  
UNODC Executive Director welcomes “multilateralism at work” as 28th Crime Commission 
concludes  
 
20/05/2019 –  
Stopping hate crime, supporting SDGs through criminal justice the focus of 28th Crime 
Commission 
 
 
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 25 May 2019] 
http://unhabitat.org/media-centre/news/ 
Posted May 25, 2019 
Delegates at UN-Habitat’s second Youth Blue Economy Conference call for action on jobs  
   NAIROBI, 23 May 2019 – Over 250 youth met with representatives of the private sector, government 
and the UN to explore ways to boost young people’s employment in the Blue Economy at the second 
conference on Youth and... 
 
 
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 25 May 2019] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ILO International Labour Organization  [to 25 May 2019] 
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm 
Women in Business and Management 
Women in leadership bring better business performance   
22 May 2019  

http://en.unesco.org/news
https://en.unesco.org/news/countries-call-inclusion-culture-development-policies-high-level-event
https://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-conference-explored-how-blockchain-technology-can-foster-inclusive-knowledge-societies
https://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-conference-explored-how-blockchain-technology-can-foster-inclusive-knowledge-societies
https://en.unesco.org/news/economic-valuation-ecosystem-services-african-biosphere-reserves
https://www.icomos.org/en/
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/releases/2019/May/unodc-executive-director-welcomes-multilateralism-at-work-as-28th-crime-commission-concludes.html
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/releases/2019/May/unodc-executive-director-welcomes-multilateralism-at-work-as-28th-crime-commission-concludes.html
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/releases/2019/May/stopping-hate-crime--supporting-sdgs-through-criminal-justice-the-focus-of-28th-crime-commission.html
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/releases/2019/May/stopping-hate-crime--supporting-sdgs-through-criminal-justice-the-focus-of-28th-crime-commission.html
http://unhabitat.org/media-centre/news/
https://unhabitat.org/delegates-at-un-habitats-second-youth-blue-economy-conference-call-for-action-on-jobs/
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_701767/lang--en/index.htm


   

  

   A new report shows gender diversity improves business outcomes, and makes it easier to attract 
talent. The report also looks at the reasons behind the continuing gender diversity deficits, and makes 
recommendations for breaking the cycle. 
 
Occupational Safety and Health 
100 years of making work safer and healthier   
21 May 2019  
   Occupational safety and health (OSH) has been a core element of the ILO’s work since it was 
founded in 1919. Technical specialist, Manal Azzi, charts the major OSH milestones of the ILO’s first 
hundred years and looks ahead to the challenges of the future. 
 
 
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 25 May 2019] 
http://www.icao.int/  
22/5/19 
African States achieving more sustainable development through collaborative progress on 
civil aviation targets  
 
 
IMO International Maritime Organization  [to 25 May 2019] 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx 
20/05/2019   
UN agency pushes forward on shipping emissions reduction 
   Amendments approved to strengthen existing mandatory requirements for new ships to be more 
energy efficient.   
 
Sulphur 2020 implementation – IMO issues additional guidance 
   /05/2019 Comprehensive set of guidance and guidelines to support the consistent implementation of 
2020 sulphur limit agreed. 
 
 
WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 25 May 2019] 
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UPU  Universal Postal Union   [to 25 May 2019] 
http://news.upu.int/ 
22.05.2019  
Saudi Post provides new services for pilgrims 
   - Each year, millions of people from around the globe descend on Mecca, the holy sites and Medina 
in Saudi Arabia to perform the Hajj, an Islamic pilgrimage. Saudi Post has introduced a plan to serve 
the influx of pilgrims. 

 
 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 25 May 2019] 
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html 
No new digest content identified. 

http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_703352/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/default.aspx
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https://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/African-States-achieving-more-sustainable-development-through-collaborative-progress-on-civil-aviation-targets-.aspx
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/11-MEPC-74-GHG.aspx
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/10-MEPC-74-sulphur-2020.aspx
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release
http://news.upu.int/
http://news.upu.int/no_cache/nd/saudi-post-provides-new-services-for-pilgrims/
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html


   

  

 
 
International Organization for Standardization (ISO)  [to 25 May 2019] 
https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 25 May 2019] 
http://media.unwto.org/news 
23 May 2019 
UNWTO Secretary-General meets Pope Francis, Celebrating Shared Values of Religion and 
Tourism 
   Vatican City (Vatican), 23 May 2019 – The Secretary-General of the World Tourism Organization 
(UNWTO) Zurab Pololikashvili has met with Pope Francis at the Vatican. During the private audience, 
Mr Pololikashvili expressed his gratitude for the Holy See’s commitment to eradicating poverty and 
promoting peace and intercultural dialogue, both central themes of UNWTO’s mandate, and outlined 
his vision for the role tourism can play in job creation and sustainable development. 
 
21 May 2019 
International Tourism Numbers and Confidence on the Rise 
   Madrid (Spain), 21 May 2019 - The latest issue of the UNWTO World Tourism Barometer from the 
World Tourism Organization shows that international tourism continued to grow over the first quarter 
of 2019. Though at a slower rate when compared with the last two years, the 4% increase registered 
in early 2019 is a very positive sign. The Middle East (+8%) and Asia and the Pacific (+6%) 
experienced the highest increase in international arrivals. Numbers in both Europe and Africa were up 
by 4%, and in the Americas growth was recorded at 3%. 
 
 
WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 25 May 2019] 
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CBD  Convention on Biological Diversity [to 25 May 2019] 
http://www.cbd.int/press-releases/  
22 May 2019 
International Day for Biological Diversity - Connecting to “Our Biodiversity, Our Food, Our 
Health” 
    – The United Nations celebrated the International Day for Biological Diversity by examining the 
fundamental role of nature in ensuring human health and good nutrition. 

 
:::::: 
 
USAID [to 25 May 2019] 
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Announcements 
USAID Mark Green Remarks at the Advisory Committee On Voluntary Foreign Aid Public 
Meeting  

https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/
http://media.unwto.org/news
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https://www.cbd.int/doc/press/2019/pr-2019-05-22-idb2019-en.pdf
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https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/may-21-2019-mark-green-remarks-advisory-committee-voluntary-foreign-aid-acvfa
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May 21, 2019 
   I believe we are at a crossroads moment in the campaign for democracy of which Ronald Reagan 
spoke. Authoritarians have new tools and tactics they are deploying to bend elections and snuff out the 
voices of the people. For years, the democracy community, represented here, has been a quiet lifeline 
that has kept the flame of democracy alive, despite the shadows that have too often crossed our paths. 
The shadows are darker in some parts of the world these days. And so, we have to figure out our own 
tools and tactics for shining a hopeful light. The next Guaido, the next Abiy, those priests in Nicaragua, 
so many brave souls; they're counting on us. They're counting on us to stand with them. They're 
counting on us to work with them and they're counting on us to remain a lifeline, a beacon of hope. 
   I look forward to the ideas brought forward today in this working group. I look forward to your input 
to help guide us. We are at a crossroads moment. Crossroads moments imply choices. And, I think we 
have key choices to make. Thank you. 
 
 
DFID  [to 25 May 2019] 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development 
24 May 2019 
New UK aid funding to tackle violence against women and girls in Syria  
   Baroness Sugg calls for urgent action to prevent gender-based violence in humanitarian crises – as 
she announces new support to tackle the issue in Syria.  
 
20 May 2019 — Statement to Parliament 
Oral statement to Parliament on the Ebola crisis in DR Congo  
   Secretary of State for International Development, Rory Stewart, updates on the Ebola crisis in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, and the UK’s response. 
 
 
ECHO  [to 25 May 2019] 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news 
21/05/2019 
rescEU: EU establishes initial firefighting fleet for next forest fire season 
   To prepare for the risk of forest fires during the upcoming summer, the European Commission 
launches today the first fleet of firefighting aircraft under the new rescEU system to tackle natural 
disasters. So far seven firefighting airplanes and six...  
 
:::::: 
 
African Union [to 25 May 2019] 
http://www.au.int/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of Social 
Africa Day 2019 Celebrations 
May 25, 2019  
   The Africa Day Celebrations will present an avenue to celebrate some landmark achievements of the 
Union on various issues such as peace and security, continental integration, women and youth 
empowerment, eradication of diseases, inter alia. The celebration will also be an opportune time to 
reflect on the Union’s transformation and achievements and als renew commitments to realize the 
Africa we want as embedded in Agenda 2063. The AU day will further be an opportune occasion to 
promote the visibility of the African Union and its activities all over the African continent, diaspora and 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-uk-aid-funding-to-tackle-violence-against-women-and-girls-in-syria
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/oral-statement-to-parliament-on-the-ebola-crisis-in-dr-congo
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/resceu-eu-establishes-initial-firefighting-fleet-next-forest-fire-season_en
http://www.au.int/
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20190525/africa-day-celebrations


   

  

the countries where AU has its representative offices as well as regional offices. The African Union 
Commission is therefore calling upon all Africans to commemorate and celebrate the Africa Day.  
 
 
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations  [to 25 May 2019] 
http://asean.org/category/news/asean-secretariat-news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
European Commission [to 25 May 2019] 
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1 
21/05/2019  -   
Circular Economy: Commission welcomes Council final adoption of new rules on single-use 
plastics to reduce marine plastic litter    
   European Commission - Press release Brussels, 21 May 2019 The Council of the EU today adopted 
the ambitious measures proposed by the Commission to tackle marine litter coming from the 10 single-
use plastic products most often found on European beaches, as well as abandoned fishing gear and 
oxo-degradable plastics.  
 

 

OECD  [to 25 May 2019] 
http://www.oecd.org/  
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
23-May-2019 
OECD ministers in call to harness digital transition for sustainable development  
   Communiqué and Chair’s statement issued at the close of the OECD’s two-day Council Meeting at 
Ministerial level 2019 presided by the Slovak Republic.  
 
22-May-2019 
Forty-two countries adopt new OECD Principles on Artificial Intelligence  
   OECD and partner countries formally adopted the first set of intergovernmental policy guidelines on 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) today, agreeing to uphold international standards that aim to ensure AI 
systems are designed to be robust, safe, fair and trustworthy.  
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
20-May-2019 
Joint OECD and World Bank report urges governments to improve resilience to disasters 
and related fiscal risks  
   Rapid economic development and climate change are increasing our vulnerability to natural disasters, 
and a new joint OECD-World Bank report calls for pro-active management of the financial costs of 
those disasters before they strike.  
 
 
Organization of American States (OAS)   [to 25 May 2019] 
http://www.oas.org/en/ 
Press Releases 

http://asean.org/category/news/asean-secretariat-news/
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-19-2631_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-19-2631_en.htm
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/publicationsdocuments/bydate/
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/oecd-ministers-in-call-to-harness-digital-transition-for-sustainable-development.htm
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/forty-two-countries-adopt-new-oecd-principles-on-artificial-intelligence.htm
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/joint-oecd-and-world-bank-report-urges-governments-to-improve-resilience-to-disasters-and-related-fiscal-risks.htm
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/joint-oecd-and-world-bank-report-urges-governments-to-improve-resilience-to-disasters-and-related-fiscal-risks.htm
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_releases.asp


   

  

OAS Permanent Council to Discuss Forced Displacement and the Health Situation in 
Venezuela 
May 24 2019 
 
OAS Permanent Council Adopted Resolution on the Situation in Nicaragua 
May 21 2019 
   The Permanent Council of the Organization of American States (OAS) today approved a resolution on 
"the situation in Nicaragua" in which it reiterates "the concern of the inter-American community for the 
deterioration of democratic institutions and human rights in Nicaragua and its support for a peaceful 
solution to the political crisis in that country."… 
 
 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 25 May 2019] 
https://www.oic-oci.org/home/?lan=en 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Group of 77  [to 25 May 2019] 
http://www.g77.org/ 
Statement on behalf of Group of 77 and China by Ambassador Feda Abdelhady-Nasser, Deputy 
Permanent Representative, Mission of the State of Palestine to the UN, at the second informal 
consultations on the Political Declaration for the 2019 High-level Political Forum on 
Sustainable Development (New York, 22 May 2019) 
 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by Mr. Abdallah Abushawesh, Counsellor at the 
Mission of the State of Palestine to the UN, at the general debate of the operational activities segment 
of ECOSOC (New York, 22 May 2019) 
 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by Ms. Nada Tarbush, First Secretary at the Mission 
of the State of Palestine to the United Nations, on draft resolution A/C.5/73/L.31 entitled "Financing 
of the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon", at the second resumed part of the seventy-
third session of the Fifth Committee of the General Assembly (New York, 22 May 2019) 
 
Remarks on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by Ms. Sahar Nasser, First Secretary at the Mission of 
the State of Palestine to the UN at the second informal-informal meeting at the expert level on the 
alignment of the agenda of the General Assembly in full support of the implementation of the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development (New York, 21 May 2019) 
 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by Ambassador Feda Abdelhady-Nasser, Deputy 
Permanent Representative, Mission of the State of Palestine to the UN, at the High-level Event on 
Culture and Sustainable Development (New York, 21 May 2019) 
 
:::::: 
 
UNCTAD  [to 25 May 2019] 
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives]  
No new digest content identified. 

http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=AVI-128/19
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=AVI-128/19
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=E-035/19
http://scm.oas.org/doc_public/english/hist_19/cp41008e03.doc
https://www.oic-oci.org/home/?lan=en
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http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=190522
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http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=190521
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx


   

  

 
 
World Customs Organization – WCO  [to 25 May 2019] 
http://www.wcoomd.org/ 
Selected Announcements 
20 May 2019  
Opening of the WCO’s 78th Fellowship Programme  
 
 
WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 25 May 2019] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
23 May 2019    Speech 
Azevêdo: E-commerce must be a force for inclusion 
   Speaking at a meeting of the OECD Ministerial Council in Paris on 23 May, Director-General Roberto 
Azevêdo highlighted that advances in technology are changing the way we trade and do business 
today, facilitating trade in digital products and services. Noting the rapid growth in e-commerce and its 
potential, he also underlined challenges, such as the need to address the digital divide. He said that the 
WTO has witnessed growing interest in discussing e-commerce issues and concluded: “Ultimately, the 
test of our success in responding to this revolution will be the extent to which we use it as a force for 
greater inclusion.” 

:::::: 

IPU  Inter-Parliamentary Union   [to 25 May 2019] 
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases 
No new digest content identified.. 
 
 
International Court of Justice  [to 25 May 2019] 
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases 
22 May 2019   Press release 2019/21  
The International Court of Justice launches an app  
   … The free app, called CIJ-ICJ, allows users to keep abreast of developments at the Court in its two 
official languages, French and English, by providing essential information on the Court and its activities, 
including on pending and concluded cases, decisions, press releases and the Court’s judicial calendar. 
It also allows users to receive real-time notifications as soon as a new decision or press release is 
published, and enables members of the media to register for accreditation for the Court’s public 
hearings and readings.  
   The app consists of five sections: “Court” introduces the ICJ; “Cases” lists the 176 cases dealt with 
by the Court since 1946; “Decisions” gives access to all of the Court’s judgments, orders and advisory 
opinions; “Press” shows every press release published since the Court’s establishment; and “Calendar” 
contains the dates of all public hearings and sittings, as well as a link to the Court’s online accreditation 
procedure… 
 
 
International Criminal Court (ICC)  [to 25 May 2019] 
Trying individuals for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/ 

http://www.wcoomd.org/
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/media/newsroom/2019/may/opening-of-the-wcos-78th-fellowship-programme.aspx
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/spra_e/spra264_e.htm
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases
https://www.icj-cij.org/files/press-releases/0/000-20190522-PRE-01-00-EN.pdf
https://www.icc-cpi.int/


   

  

No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
World Bank [to 25 May 2019] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week]  
Fourth World Reconstruction Conference Pledges to "Leave No One Behind" 
GENEVA, May 23, 2019 – Over 1,000 participants attended the Fourth World Reconstruction 
Conference (WRC4), applying the pledge made by 193 countries in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development to “leave...  
Date: May 23, 2019 Type: Press Release  
 
Tracking SDG7: The Energy Progress Report 2019 
Tracking SDG7: The Energy Progress Report 2019 shows that despite the progress, reaching the 
remaining unserved people, including those connected to frail and overburdened urban grids, as well as 
displaced...  
Date: May 22, 2019 Type: Publication  
 
 
IMF  [to 25 May 2019] 
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Africa-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
May 21, 2019  IMF Discussion Note  
Designing Labor Market Institutions in Emerging Market and Developing Economies  
 
 
African Development Bank Group  [to 25 May 2019] 
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Africa-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
African Development Bank commissions value chain study into jewelry manufacturing and 
jobs for women and youth in Sierra Leone, Zimbabwe and the Republic of Guinea 
   21/05/2019 - The African Development Bank has commissioned a study into the contribution of the 
jewelry manufacturing industry and its potential for job creation for women and youth in Sierra Leone, 
Zimbabwe and the Republic of Guinea. 
 
 
Asian Development Bank  [to 25 May 2019] 
http://www.adb.org/news/releases 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-
level announcements are added each week] 
22 May 2019 
ADB to Provide Largest Ever Nonsovereign Loan to Fund Railway Track Electrification in 
India 

http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2019/05/23/fourth-world-reconstruction-conference-pledges-to-leave-no-one-behind
http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/energy/publication/tracking-sdg7-the-energy-progress-report-2019
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article
https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2019/05/21/sp052119-designing-labor-market-institutions-in-emerging-market-and-developing-economies
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/african-development-bank-commissions-value-chain-study-into-jewelry-manufacturing-and-jobs-for-women-and-youth-in-sierra-leone-zimbabwe-and-the-republic-of-guinea-19294/
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/african-development-bank-commissions-value-chain-study-into-jewelry-manufacturing-and-jobs-for-women-and-youth-in-sierra-leone-zimbabwe-and-the-republic-of-guinea-19294/
http://www.adb.org/news/releases
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-provide-largest-ever-nonsovereign-loan-fund-railway-track-electrification-india
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-provide-largest-ever-nonsovereign-loan-fund-railway-track-electrification-india


   

  

   ADB has signed an agreement to provide $750 million equivalent in Indian Rupees in long-term 
financing—the largest single nonsovereign loan ever committed by ADB—to Indian Railway Finance 
Corporation to fund the... 
 
 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank   [to 25 May 2019] 
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-
level announcements are added each week] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 25 May 2019] 
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news 
20 MAY  
Investing in the blue economy to accelerate sustainable development in Africa  
 
 
Islamic Development Bank  [to 25 May 2019] 
https://www.isdb.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 

 
:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
   We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new research and 
major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, collaborations, and initiatives 
across the human rights, humanitarian response and development spheres of action.  WE will not 
reference fundraising announcements, programs, events or appeals, and generally not include content 
which is primarily photo-documentation or video in format. 
 
 
Action Contre la Faim – Action Against Hunger  [to 25 May 2019] 
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Alliance for International Medical Action (ALIMA)  [to 25 May 2019] 
https://www.alima-ngo.org/en/press-room 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 25 May 2019] 
http://amref.org/news/news/ 
Latest News    
No new digest content identified. 

https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/41167695
https://www.isdb.org/
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http://amref.org/news/news/
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Aravind Eye Care System  [to 25 May 2019] 
http://www.aravind.org/default/currentnewscontent 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BRAC  [to 25 May 2019] 
http://www.brac.net/#news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CARE International  [to 25 May 2019] 
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases 
22nd May 2019     
Less than 1 % of humanitarian aid spent on protecting women from violence in crisis, 
CARE warns Oslo conference 
   CARE International will this morning (23 May 2019) challenge global leaders to commit long-term, 
predictable funding mechanisms for the protection of women from gender-based violence abuse during 
crises and conflicts. 
 
 
Clubhouse International  [to 25 May 2019] 
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 25 May 2019] 
https://www.drc.dk/news 
24.05.2019 
In war-torn Libya, EU must shift its migration policies 
   The Danish Refugee Council and the Libya INGO Forum call on the European Union and its Member 
States to urgently revise their policies on migration as human suffering continues to rise in Libya. 
  
 
ECPAT  [to 25 May 2019]  
http://www.ecpat.net/news 
News & Updates 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Fountain House  [to 25 May 2019] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Humanity & Inclusion  [nee Handicap International]  [to 25 May 2019]  
http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases 

http://www.aravind.org/default/currentnewscontent
http://www.brac.net/#news
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases
https://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases/less-than-1-of-humanitarian-aid-spent-on-protecting-women-from-violence-in-crisis-care-warns-oslo-conference
https://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases/less-than-1-of-humanitarian-aid-spent-on-protecting-women-from-violence-in-crisis-care-warns-oslo-conference
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html
https://www.drc.dk/news
https://drc.ngo/news/in-war-torn-libya-eu-must-shift-its-migration-policies
http://www.ecpat.net/news
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press
http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases


   

  

Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
May 22, 2019 9:42 AM  
Statement | Response to United Nations Secretary-General annual protection of civilians 
report  
 
 
Heifer International  [to 25 May 2019] 
http://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases.html 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HelpAge International  [to 25 May 2019]  
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/ 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
No new digest content identified. 

 
 
ICRC  [to 25 May 2019] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports    
ICRC Explainer: What does international law say about pardons for war crimes? 
   As the issue of pardons for individuals accused or convicted of war crimes receives increased 
attention in the United States, the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) is taking the 
opportunity to explain what the law says. 
24-05-2019 | Article  
 
Conference on Sexual and Gender-Based Violence, Oslo 
   More than words needed to end sexual and gender-based violence.Yves Daccord, Director General, 
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)Elhadj As Sy, Secretary General, International 
Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC)Bern 
24-05-2019 | Statement  
   
Communities need space to protect themselves and States must be proactive in granting it 
   As delivered Madam President, esteemed colleagues,We thank Indonesia for its stewardship of this 
debate and we note with appreciation its continued support in hosting an important regional 
conference for armed forces in Jakarta in a few weeks from t 
23-05-2019 | Statement  
 
 
 
IFRC   [to 25 May 2019] 
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Medical Corps (IMC)   [to 25 May 2019] 

https://www.hi-us.org/statement_news_response_to_united_nations_secretary_general_annual_protection_of_civilians_report
https://www.hi-us.org/statement_news_response_to_united_nations_secretary_general_annual_protection_of_civilians_report
http://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases.html
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/icrc-explainer-what-does-international-law-say-about-pardons-war-crimes
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/conference-sexual-and-gender-based-violence-oslo
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/communities-need-space-protect-themselves-states-must-be-proactive-granting-it
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/


   

  

https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/ 
Story 
Community Health Clubs in Lebanon 
May 23, 2019  
   Alaa is a 14-year-old Syrian refugee who lives in a small village in the Bekaa Valley. When Alaa’s 
family came to Lebanon eight years ago, she was only six years old. Before fleeing the war, Alaa 
stopped going to school for a full year. Like so many other children, it wasn’t safe for her to …  
 
 
IRC  International Rescue Committee  [to 25 May 2019] 
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 
Press Release  
More weapons is the last thing that Yemen needs 
May 24, 2019  
 
Perspective  
The IRC responds to new U.S. family separation figures 
May 21, 2019  
 
 
IRCT  [to 25 May 2019] 
https://irct.org/ 
News   23 May 2019  
Forensic documentation and rehabilitation: New issue from the Torture Journal  
 
News  22 May 2019  
UN Anti-Torture Committee issues recommendations to Mexico  
 
 
Islamic Relief Worldwide  [to 25 May 2019]  
https://www.islamic-relief.org/ 
Latest News 
Ending sexual and gender-based violence 
Published: 24 May, 2019  
 
Islamic Relief launches urgent Somalia drought appeal 
Published: 24 May, 2019  
 
“Heaviest bombing” in years kills scores of civilians in Idlib and Hama 
Published: 23 May, 2019  
 
Change lives and futures for the better this Ramadan 
Published: 21 May, 2019  
 
Ramadan food distributions underway 
Published: 20 May, 2019  
 
 

https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/
https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/story/community-health-clubs-in-lebanon/
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/more-weapons-last-thing-yemen-needs
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/irc-responds-new-us-family-separation-figures
https://irct.org/
https://irct.org/media-and-resources/latest-news/article/993
https://irct.org/media-and-resources/latest-news/article/994
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https://www.islamic-relief.org/islamic-relief-launches-urgent-somalia-drought-appeal/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/heaviest-bombing-in-years-kills-scores-of-civilians-in-idlib-and-hama/
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Landsea   [to 25 May 2019] 
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Medecins du Monde   [to 25 May 2019]  
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Mercy Corps [to 25 May 2019] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
May 24, 2019 
Syria: 44 Syrian and International NGOs Call for Immediate End to Attacks on Civilians and 
Hospitals in Idlib, Syria  
   Three million civilians in northwest Syria are scared and many are homeless. With no concrete 
actions taken beyond political statements and promises, Syria and the world may soon be witnessing 
the “worst humanitarian tragedy of the 21st century”. Rescue and medical workers on the ground are 
warning that they have not seen such ferocious attacks in eight years in Idlib. If the conflict continues 
to escalate, as many as 700,000 people could be displaced from their homes in Syria’s last opposition 
stronghold.  
 
 
Operation Smile  [to 25 May 2019] 
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office 
Program Schedule 
Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve every 
opportunity for safe surgical care.  
 
 
OXFAM [to 25 May 2019] 
http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases 
Selected News/Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Norwegian Refugee Council   [to 25 May 2019] 
http://www.nrc.no/ 
Latest news from NRC 
Published 21. May 2019  
Mother of four describes airstrike escape in Gaza 
Rebecca Zorn|  
   A recent escalation of violence in Gaza has left dozens of families homeless and in need of aid. 
Within 48 hours of the ceasefire on 6 May 2019, the Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) was able to 
provide essential sanitary equipment and emergency bedding to almost 300 people.  
 
 
Pact  [to 25 May 2019] 

http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases
https://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/44-syrian-and-international-ngos-call-immediate-end-attacks-civilians-and
https://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/44-syrian-and-international-ngos-call-immediate-end-attacks-civilians-and
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https://www.nrc.no/news/2019/may/mother-of-four-describes-airstrike-escape-in-gaza/


   

  

http://www.pactworld.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Partners In Health  [to 25 May 2019] 
http://www.pih.org/blog   
May 24, 2019  
How One Prenatal Checkup Saved Two Lives in Mexico  
Olga Veronica Roblero had given birth to her first three children at home. She expected to do the same 
with her fourth pregnancy, until one prenatal visit rose red flags at a PIH-supported clinic in rural 
Mexico.   
 
May 23, 2019  
Peer Groups Boosting Mental Health, Support Networks in Northern Rwanda  
Education, shared experiences, and reduced stigma are changing the lives of more than 600 members 
of mental health groups meeting at PIH-supported health centers in Burera District.  
 
May 23, 2019  
Research: Study Validates Use of Depression Screening Tool in Rural Mexico  
A study revealed that a widely used depression screening tool proved highly effective in identifying 
patients needing care in rural communities supported by Partners In Health in Mexico.    
 
May 21, 2019  
Malawi Flood Relief Raising Homes, Hope Amid ‘Too Much Misfortune’  
Lost homes, destroyed property, and uncertain futures are part of the personal stories emerging from 
Neno District, where people continue to recover from disastrous flooding in March.  
 
 
PATH  [to 25 May 2019]  
https://www.path.org/media-center/  
May 21, 2019 by PATH  
Digital health leaders gather at the World Health Assembly; PATH launches new Center of 
Digital and Data Excellence 
Geneva, Switzerland, May 21, 2019 – Ministers of health and leaders from the global digital health 
sector gathered in Geneva for the Universal Health Coverage 2030: Creating a Global Digital Health 
Dynamic to Shape the 21st Century Economy and Society on the sidelines of the 72nd World Health 
Assembly. Hosted by the Global Health Center at the Graduate Institute Geneva, Global He@lth 2030 
Innovation Task Force, the Novartis Foundation, and PATH, the event brought together leaders from 
governments, the private sector, and civil society to discuss how digital technologies are changing 
health care worldwide, and the impact digital health transformation is having on Universal Health 
Coverage and economic development… 
 
Steve Davis, CEO of PATH, announced the formation of the Center of Digital and Data Excellence at 
PATH. The new Center brings together expertise in digital health and data from around the 
organization to promote the integration of digital technologies and data best practices across PATH’s 
programs. “Through the Center of Digital and Data Excellence, we will build stronger ties between 
digital and data to provide immediate, powerful way to increase the cost-efficiency and quality of 
health services—while simultaneously long-standing inequities in health care,” said Mr. Davis. 
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PATH has named Dykki Settle as its chief digital officer to oversee the Center of Digital and Data 
Excellence. “We believe deeply in the power of digital health and data to accelerate progress towards 
health equity and Universal Health Coverage,” said Mr. Settle. “Through the Center of Digital and Data 
Excellence, we can build stronger ties between digital and data, and begin to address the looming 
challenges of data security, innovation scale-up, and long-term sustainability.”… 
 
 
Plan International/BORNEfonden  [to 25 May 2019] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Save The Children [to 25 May 2019] 
https://www.savethechildren.net/news 
Thursday 23 May 2019  
Two years after the Marawi siege in the Philippines, 1.8 million children face threats of 
lingering conflict across Mindanao  
   Nearly two million children still face uncertainties living in war-torn homes and schools while their 
parents have no stable jobs or livelihoods, two years after a five-month long siege in Marawi in the 
southern Philippines.  
 
Thursday 23 May 2019  
Three in four children in Puntland face acute food shortages, warns Save the Children  
 
Wednesday 22 May 2019  
At least 400 children still separated from parents in Mozambique amidst major funding 
shortfall  
   BEIRA - More than two months after Cyclone Idai hit Mozambique, at least 400[1] children in the 
worst-affected province of Sofala are still living separated from their parents as an effect of the storm, 
according to a new assessment by Save the Children.  
  
Monday 20 May 2019  
At least 38 children killed in shelling in Idlib and Hama, Northern Syria  
   At least 38 children have been killed and 46 were injured in shelling on North West Syria since the 
1st of April, Save the Children said today. Working with its partner in North West Syria, Hurras 
Network, Save the Children has learnt that 9 children died at school, 11 children died at home, 7 
children died at the market, 2 children died in a camp and 1 child died in hospital. 
   Twelve of the 38 children have died in the most recent escalation in violence since the end of April 
which has displaced 180,000 people, including 80,000 children. 
 
 
SOS-Kinderdorf International  [to 25 May 2019] 
https://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/news 
All News 
Syria  
Skateboarders takeover a suburb once under siege  
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May 23 2019 - SOS Children’s Villages partnered with Skate Aid Foundation to build a skate park for the 
children of Qudsaya.  
 
Nepal  
A defender of disability rights  
May 21 2019 - Geeta Limbu overcame her own obstacles to become an advocate for the disabled in 
Nepal.  
 
Afghanistan  
A message of condolence from our CEO on the attacks in Kabul  
May 21 2019 - A letter of condolence from CEO Norbert Meder to Counterpart International and CARE 
International following the violent attacks in Kabul.  
 
 
Tostan  [to 25 May 2019] 
http://www.tostan.org 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Women for Women International  [to 25 May 2019]  
https://www.womenforwomen.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Vision  [to 25 May 2019] 
http://wvi.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
Center for Media Ethics and Responsibility/CMFR   [to 25 May 2019] 
http://cmfr-phil.org/media-ethics-responsibility/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Electronic Frontiers Foundation 
https://www.eff.org/updates?type=press_release 
Press Release | May 20, 2019  
Hearing Wednesday: Can Criminal Defendants Review DNA Analysis Software Used to 
Prosecute Them? 
   Fresno – On Wednesday, May 22, at 9 am, the Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF) will argue that 
criminal defendants have a right to review and evaluate the source code of forensic DNA analysis 
software programs used to create evidence against them. The case, California v. Johnson, is on 
appeal... 
 
 
Freedom House [to 25 May 2019] 
https://freedomhouse.org/news 
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Selected Press Releases, Statements, Research 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Human Rights Watch  [to 25 May 2019] 
https://www.hrw.org/ 
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases 
May 24, 2019 Commentary 
New Assange Charges Threaten Investigative Journalism 
 
May 24, 2019 News Release 
Kenya: Court Upholds Archaic Anti-Homosexuality Laws 
 
 
Transparency International  [to 25 May 2019] 
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases 
20 May 2019  
Strache video points to need for robust anti-corruption frameworks worldwide 
   - The scandal in Austria surrounding former Vice Chancellor Heinz Christian Strache highlights the 
ease with which the abuse of power and manipulation of political landscapes can happen, even in 
countries considered to have low levels of corruption 
 
::::: 
 
Bond  [to 25 May 2019] 
https://www.bond.org.uk/ 
News and views 
Why privacy and data protection are key to inclusive development 
24 May 2019  
Alexandrine Pirlot de Corbion 
  Exploring the ethical questions surrounding how we use data to provide effective humanitarian 
assistance.  
 
UK releases main messages on SDG progress, but leaves questions unanswered 
23 May 2019  
Andrew Griffiths 
   The government's main messages from the Voluntary National Review, due to be delivered on 14 
June, are welcome but lack detail and specificity.  
 
How much does the UK public trust the media?  
22 May 2019  
Laura Silver 
   Understanding how people use and view different media outlets can help NGOs tell their stories more 
effectively.  
 
 
ChildFund Alliance  [to 25 May 2019] 
https://childfundalliance.org/ 
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No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CONCORD  [to 25 May 2019] 
http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/ 
May 23, 2019  
Director’s Blog: Human Security – The Security We Deserve 
by Tanya Cox | May 23, 2019 | Director's Blog 
  What makes us feel safe when we leave our homes in the morning? A call to work towards global 
human security. 
 
Talking Development Podcast Ep.3 (with Laura Sullivan) – Say Yes To Change! Why voting 
at EU level matters 
May 23, 2019 |  
  In this (for now) last episode of Talking Development, WeMove.EU’s Laura Sullivan talks democracy: 
the hottest topics of these EP elections, political apathy, why there are reasons for hope! 
 
CONCORD reacts to the Foreign Affairs Council on Development 
May 20, 2019 |  
  On the 16th of May 2019, EU Member State Ministers responsible for Development Cooperation met 
in Brussels. CONCORD shares its views on the Council’s outcome. 
 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 25 May 2019] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre 
LATEST PRESS RELEASES 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
The Elders  [to 25 May 2019] 
http://theelders.org/news-media 
Selected Press Releases and Major Announcements 
Press release 
The Elders welcome Ethiopia’s political reforms and urge full respect for rule of law 
23 May 2019 
   The Elders welcomed the wide-ranging reforms in Ethiopia introduced by Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed 
and called on all leaders in the country to uphold the rule of law, foster a sense of national unity and 
defend the rights of refugees and displaced people. 
 
Press release 
The Elders reaffirm support for Colombia’s peace process 
22 May 2019 
   The Elders today reaffirmed their support for the historic peace deal between the Government of 
Colombia and the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) and urged President Ivan Duque to 
continue to work for its full implementation. 
 
 
Evidence Aid   [to 25 May 2019] 
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http://www.evidenceaid.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gavi [to 25 May 2019] 
https://www.gavi.org/ 
20 May 2019 
72nd World Health Assembly 
   With senior health officials setting the annual direction for the World Health Organization this week, 
multiple health challenges and considerations vie for attention amidst a packed agenda. Find out how 
Gavi helps ensure that immunisation is recognised for its vital role in bringing essential health care to 
all. 
 
20 May 2019 
Gavi boosts funding for Ebola outbreak response 
   Geneva, 20 May 2019 – Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance has provided an extra US$ 9.2 million to support 
Ebola vaccinations in the Eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), where the Ebola outbreak 
has now claimed over 1,100 lives.  
   The new funding for the WHO will support operational costs for the vaccination effort, funding the 
vaccination teams, transportation, syringes and other vaccine supplies, as well as the ultra-cold fridges 
which keep the vaccine at the minus 60-80°C temperatures it needs to remain effective. The vaccine 
itself is being donated by Merck under compassionate use.  
   “Ongoing violence and mistrust in the region remain the biggest barriers we face in bringing this 
outbreak, now the second largest in history, under control,” said Dr Seth Berkley, Gavi CEO. “The 
evidence we have so far suggests we have a hugely effective vaccine that is making an impact on the 
ground. However, it is a sad fact that this impact has only been possible thanks to the sheer bravery of 
the vaccinators working in areas of increasing instability.”.. 
 
 
Global Fund  [to 25 May 2019] 
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/ 
Voices 
Health Ministers: It’s Time for the World to Step Up the Fight  
23 May 2019 
Health ministers gathering at the World Health Assembly have called for a strong Replenishment of the 
Global Fund to end the epidemics of HIV, TB and malaria  
 
News 
Global Fund Congratulates Algeria and Argentina for Eliminating Malaria  
22 May 2019 
 
 
Hilton Prize Coalition [to 25 May 2019] 
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ICVA - International Council of Voluntary Agencies   [to 25 May 2019] 
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https://icvanetwork.org/ 
Latest resources 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
INEE – an international network for education in emergencies   [to 25 May 2019] 
http://www.ineesite.org/en/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
InterAction  [to 25 May 2019] 
http://www.interaction.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Start Network [to 25 May 2019] 
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs 
Can humanitarians really forecast man-made disasters? 
A tool for context analysis and scenario planning 
by Sarah Klassen  
21 May 19  
 
:::::: 
 
3ie  International Initiative for Impact Evaluation [to 25 May 2019] 
http://www.3ieimpact.org/ 
Latest Publications 
Increasing HIV testing demand among Kenyan truck drivers and female sex workers  
Impact evaluation 3ie 2019  
   In this impact evaluation report, authors evaluated whether making HIV self-test kits available as a 
testing option at North Star Alliance roadside wellness clinics in Kenya and advertising via SMS  
 
Impacts of community stakeholder engagement interventions in Ugandan oil extractives  
Impact evaluation 3ie 2019  
   In this impact evaluation report, authors evaluated the effectiveness of multistakeholder forums in 
improving accountability to communities affected by the extractives industry in western Uganda.  
 
Using voice reminders to reinforce harvest training in Mali  
Impact evaluation 3ie 2019  
   This brief is based on the findings of an impact evaluation that examined the effects of voice 
reminders delivered through mobile phones.  
 
How evidence helped address ultra poverty in Malawi  
Evidence use 3ie 2019  
   The brief highlights the importance of fully considering the political economy context in evaluation 
design. It also examines a range of contributory factors for evidence use. Evaluation champions who 
can influence change are important.  
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Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action 
(ALNAP)     [to 25 May 2019] 
http://www.alnap.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CHS Alliance  [to 25 May 2019] 
http://chsalliance.org/news-events/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Development Initiatives   [to 25 May 2019] 
http://devinit.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
EHLRA/R2HC   [to 25 May 2019] 
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/ 
23.05.2019 
FUNDING ALERT: Five new Innovation Challenges now open 
 
 
Groupe URD   [to 25 May 2019] 
https://www.urd.org/?lang=en 
[Undated] 
Study on consortiums and meta-consortiums in the humanitarian sector  
   Though, in recent years, consortiums have become more and more common as a way for the aid 
sector to organise itself in complex crisis situations, the literature on this subject remains limited and 
the effects of this form of organisation are not well known. The aim of this study is to analyse this 
approach, taking the KEY programme in Mali as a case study. 
 
 
International Humanitarian Studies Association  [to 25 May 2019] 
https://ihsa.info/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
The Sphere Project [to 25 May 2019] 
http://www.sphereproject.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP)  [to 25 May 2019] 
https://phap.org/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
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:::::: 
 
Brookings 
http://www.brookings.edu/ 
Accessed 25 May 2019 
Latest Research 
Report  
Productive equity: The twin challenges of reviving productivity and reducing inequality 
Thursday, May 23, 2019  
 
Technology & Innovation  
Algorithmic bias detection and mitigation: Best practices and policies to reduce consumer 
harms 
Nicol Turner Lee, Paul Resnick, and Genie Barton 
Wednesday, May 22, 2019  
 
India  
The future of Indian electricity supply: Scenarios of coal use by 2030 
Mohd Sahil Ali and Rahul Tongia 
Tuesday, May 21, 2019  
 
Report  
Growing cities that work for all: A capability-based approach to regional economic 
competitiveness 
Marcela Escobari, Ian Seyal, José Morales-Arilla, and Chad Shearer 
Tuesday, May 21, 2019  
 
 
Center for Global Development    [to 25 May 2019] 
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center 
May 24, 2019 
The Limits of Accounting-Based Accountability in Education (and Far Beyond): Why More 
Accounting Will Rarely Solve Accountability Problems 
   Accountability is rightly at the center of the conversation regarding how to improve governance 
systems, particularly health and education systems. But efforts to address accountability deficits often 
focus primarily on improving what can be counted and verified—what we term “accounting-based 
accountability.” 
Dan Honig and Lant Pritchett  
 
May 23 2019 
Understanding the Opportunity Cost, Seizing the Opportunity: Report of the Working 
Group on Incorporating Economics and Modelling in Global Health Goals and Guidelines 
   Internationally set goals and guidelines directly influence the setting of health care priorities at the 
national level, affecting how limited resources are generated and allocated across health care needs. 
The Working Group on Incorporating Economics and Modelling in Global Health Goals and Guidelines 
has brought together disease specialists, policymakers, economists, and modelers from national 
governments, international organizations, and academic institutions across the globe to address these 
issues, to take stock of current approaches, and make recommendations for better practice. 
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The Working Group on Incorporating Economics and Modelling in Global Health Goals and Guidelines  
 
May 23, 2019 
Understanding the Opportunity Cost, Seizing the Opportunity: Key Takeaways for 
Evidence-Informed Universal Health Coverage 
   The World Health Organization routinely develops and issues guidelines on how best to prevent, 
diagnose, and treat particular medical conditions. The guidelines are developed through a process 
determined by the WHO Guidelines Review Committee—a key part of which involves systematic 
evidence appraisal using the GRADE approach. 
Rachel Silverman and Jessie Lu  
 
May 23, 2019 
Does the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) Help or Hinder Financial Inclusion? A Study of 
FATF Mutual Evaluation Reports 
   As the organization responsible for setting international standards on anti-money laundering and 
countering the financing of terrorism (AML/CFT), the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) has 
encouraged countries to design measures that protect the integrity of the financial system and support 
financial inclusion. But it has also received criticism that poor implementation of its standards can 
undermine financial access. 
Michael Pisa  
 
 
CSIS  [to 25 May 2019] 
https://www.csis.org/ 
Selected Reports 
Report 
Beyond Technology: The Fourth Industrial Revolution in the Developing World 
May 21, 2019 | 
 Daniel F. Runde, Erol Yayboke, MacKenzie Hammond, Romina Bandura, William A. Carter, Nilmini 
Rubin  
   The Fourth Industrial Revolution (4IR) is limitless in its reach across every aspect of our lives. This 
new CSIS report looks at how these 4IR technologies might affect us in various ways as we 
simultaneously plan for the eventual Fifth Industrial Revolution.  
 
 
ODI   [to 25 May 2019] 
https://www.odi.org/  
Selected Press Releases & Reports 
Twenty years of protection of civilians at the UN Security Council  
Briefing papers | May 2019 | Sarah Adamczyk 
   Exploring the current state of the protection of civilians in armed conflict agenda and proposing steps 
to help close the gap between law and action. 
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
 
Urban Institute   [to 25 May 2019] 
https://www.urban.org/publications 
May 22 2019  
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One in Seven Adults in Immigrant Families Reported Avoiding Public Benefit Programs in 
2018  
In October 2018, after months of anticipation, the administration published a proposed rule altering 
“public charge” determinations that would make it harder for immigrants to get a green card. After a 
public comment period that closed in December, the rule is being finalized. If implemented, the rule 
would make it more difficult for immigrants to get green cards if they have received certain noncash 
public benefits  
Hamutal Bernstein, Dulce Gonzalez, Michael Karpman, Stephen Zuckerman 
May 22, 2019  
Brief 
  
Uno de Cada Siete Adultos en Familias Inmigrantes Se Abstuvo de Participar en Programas 
Sociales en el Año 2018  
En octubre del 2018, el Departamento de Seguridad Nacional (DHS, por sus siglas en inglés) propuso 
una regla para extender las condiciones que constituyen la prueba de “carga pública,” la cual podría 
dificultar el proceso para obtener una green card (i.e., establecer residencia permanente). Después de 
un período de audiencias públicas que terminó en diciembre, la regla actualmente está por finalizarse. 
Bajo la regla, los  
Hamutal Bernstein, Dulce Gonzalez, Michael Karpman, Stephen Zuckerman 
May 22, 2019  
Fact Sheet 
  
Neighborhood Disparities in Investment Flows in Chicago  
Capital has flowed inequitably to communities across the US for decades, often with a racialized 
motivation or a racialized effect. This report analyzes investment flows for Chicago from 2011 to 2017, 
studying what kinds of money have been flowing, and for what purposes, into the City’s 
neighborhoods. Looking at these data by neighborhood race and poverty rate reveal stark investment 
disparities. Extensive and sustained public  
Brett Theodos, Eric Hangen, Brady Meixell, Prasanna Rajasekaran 
May 22, 2019  
Research Report 
  
A Universal EITC: Sharing the Gains from Economic Growth, Encouraging Work, and 
Supporting Families  
This report analyzes a straightforward mechanism to mitigate middle-class wage stagnation: a wage 
tax credit of 100 percent of earnings up to a maximum credit of $10,000, called a universal earned 
income tax credit. The child tax credit would increase from $2,000 to $2,500 and be made fully 
refundable. A broad-based, value-added tax of 11 percent would finance the new credit. The proposal 
is highly progressive and would nearly  
Leonard E. Burman 
May 20, 2019  
Research Report 
  
 
World Economic Forum    [to 25 May 2019] 
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/ 
Selected News Releases 
World Economic Forum appoints new member to Board of Trustees  
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News 21 May 2019  
 
De-Risking Data: World Economic Forum Explores Ways to Use Private Sector Data to Fight 
Epidemics, React to Natural Disasters and Advance Environmental Protection  
News 20 May 2019  
:: By 2020 $3 trillion in annual economic value could be created by connecting data across institutional 
and geographic boundaries 
:: Epidemic readiness, natural disaster preparedness, national statistics and pollution management are 
all poised to benefit from this trend 
:: Using private sector data for the global common good requires a fine balance between the risks of 
data misuse against the avoidable harms resulting from data non-use 
:: Read the full report here 
 

 
*                      *                       *                        * 
 
 

:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will primarily monitor press/media releases announcing key initiatives and new research from a 
growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, humanitarian 
response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended to be exhaustive, but 
indicative.  
 
 

Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 25 May 2019] 
https://www.alleninstitute.org/news-press/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 25 May 2019] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
MAY 22, 2019  
The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation Appoints Goalkeepers Advisory Board to Accelerate 
Progress on the U.N. Sustainable Development Goals  
   SEATTLE, May 22, 2019 – The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation today announced the appointment of 
a new advisory board to help shape the direction of Goalkeepers, a multiyear initiative dedicated to 
accelerating progress on the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (Global Goals).  
   The Goalkeepers Advisory Board consists of ten leaders representing a diverse range of countries, 
including China, France, Germany, India, Kenya, Morocco, Nigeria, the UK, and the United States. 
Board members will serve for a period of two years… 
   The advisory board members are: 
Dr. Angel Adelaja, Founder and CEO of Fresh Direct Nigeria 
Lili Buffett, Co-founder of Global Impact LLC 
Radia Cheikh Lahlou, Associate Director at Déclic 
Alex Holmes, Deputy CEO of The Diana Award 
Lukas Koöhler, MP, FDP  
Jasmine Lau, Co-founder and Executive Director of Philanthropy in Motion 
Blessing Omakwu-Soremekun, Special advisor at ONE and Founder of the She Tank 
Scheaffer Okore, Vice Chairperson of the Ukweli Party, Campaigns Director, Kenya 

https://www.weforum.org/press/2019/05/de-risking-data-world-economic-forum-explores-ways-to-use-private-sector-data-to-fight-epidemics-react-to-natural-disasters-and-advance-environmental-protection
https://www.weforum.org/press/2019/05/de-risking-data-world-economic-forum-explores-ways-to-use-private-sector-data-to-fight-epidemics-react-to-natural-disasters-and-advance-environmental-protection
https://www.weforum.org/reports/data-collaboration-for-the-common-good-enabling-trust-and-innovation-through-public-private-partnerships
https://www.alleninstitute.org/news-press/
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases/2019/05/Goalkeepers-Advisory-Board-to-Accelerate-Progress-on-UN-Sustainable-Development-Goals
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases/2019/05/Goalkeepers-Advisory-Board-to-Accelerate-Progress-on-UN-Sustainable-Development-Goals


   

  

Nikhil Taneja, Co-founder and CEO of Yuvaa 
Christian Vanizette, Founder of Makesense 
   Visit http://gatesfoundation.org/goalkeepers/what-is-goalkeepers/advisoryboard for more 
information. 
 
 
Annie E. Casey Foundation   [to 25 May 2019] 
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/ 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
Blue Meridian Partners [to 25 May 2019] 
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/ 
Blue Meridian Partners is a new capital aggregation collaboration that plans to invest at least $1 billion 
in high-performance nonprofits that are poised to have truly national impact for economically 
disadvantaged children and youth.  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clinton Foundation  [to 25 May 2019] 
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Co Impact   [to 25 May 2019] 
www.co-impact.io 
Co-Impact is a global philanthropic collaborative for systems change focused on improving the lives of 
millions of people around the world. 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Ford Foundation  [to 25 May 2019] 
http://www.fordfoundation.org/?filter=News 
Speeches   20 May 2019  
Darren Walker delivers commencement address to University of Vermont  
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 25 May 2019] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press 
GHIT was set up in 2012 with the aim of developing new tools to tackle infectious diseases that 
devastate the world’s poorest people. Other funders include six Japanese pharmaceutical  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

Grameen Foundation    [to 25 May 2019] 
http://www.grameenfoundation.org/news-events/press-room 
No new digest content identified. 
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William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  [to 25 May 2019] 
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/  
Latest Updates  
The Hewlett Foundation Way   
Global Development and Population  
By  Ruth Levine  
May 21, 2019  
   Editor’s note: This is the fifth of six reflections by Ruth Levine, Director of the Global Development 
and Population Program, before her eight-year term ends.  
 
 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  [to 25 May 2019] 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
Our News 
Supporting Global Communities After the Headlines Fade 
By Rachel Huguet, May 21, 2019  
Understanding the Need for Long-Term Disaster Funding 
   … At the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, we are working to more consistently support communities 
affected by a disaster or humanitarian crisis and to fill gaps left by institutional donors. In late 2018, in 
addition to our immediate response and systems strengthening work, we committed a second round of 
funding to three ongoing situations: the multi-faceted crisis in war-torn Yemen; support for Rohingya 
refugee children in Bangladesh; and local economic development and recovery programs in Puerto 
Rico… 
 
 
IKEA Foundation    [to 25 May 2019] 
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/category/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 25 May 2019] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Kaiser Family Foundation  [to 25 May 2019] 
https://www.kff.org/search/?post_type=press-release 
May 23, 2019  News Release  
Kaiser Health News (KHN) announces a new partnership with An Arm and A Leg podcast 
KFF and Public Road Productions announce that Season 2 of An Arm and A Leg podcast will be co-
produced in partnership with Kaiser Health News (KHN), KFF’s editorially independent national health 
and health policy newsroom. 
 
May 20, 2019  News Release  
New Analysis Compares Prescription Drug Spending and Use Across Large Employer Plans, 
Medicare, and Medicaid 

http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/
https://hewlett.org/the-hewlett-foundation-way/
https://hewlett.org/the-hewlett-foundation-way/
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news
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https://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news/250-how-philanthropic-partnerships-can-combat-america-s-opioid-epidemic
https://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news/250-how-philanthropic-partnerships-can-combat-america-s-opioid-epidemic
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/category/press-releases/
https://www.hhmi.org/news
https://www.kff.org/search/?post_type=press-release
https://www.kff.org/other/press-release/https-www-kff-org-other-press-release-kaiser-health-news-khn-announces-a-new-partnership-with-an-arm-and-a-leg-podcast/
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https://www.kff.org/medicare/press-release/https-www-kff-org-medicare-press-release-new-analysis-compares-prescription-drug-spending-and-use-across-large-employer-plans-medicare-and-medicaid/


   

  

As policymakers debate how to address the high cost of prescription drugs, a new KFF analysis 
compares data on prescription drug spending and use across large employer plans, Medicare Part D 
and Medicaid, and provides context for policy discussions about different approaches to curb rising 
drug costs that would affect… 
 
 
Aga Khan Foundation   [to 25 May 2019] 
https://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Kellogg Foundation  [to 25 May 2019] 
https://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
MacArthur Foundation  [to 25 May 2019] 
http://www.macfound.org/ 
Grantee Research  
A Style Guide Focused on Dignity and Precision 
May 24, 2019  
With the specific intention of promoting dignity and precision in journalism, the new Global Press Style 
Guide establishes guidelines for referring to people and places around the world. The guide focuses on 
accurate word use and suggests eliminating words like "ethnic", "millennial", “Global South”, which are 
inconsistently applied, misleading, or politically charged, in favor of more precise description. A 
MacArthur grantee, the Global Press Institute exists to create a more just and informed world by 
training and then employing local journalists to produce ethical, accurate news coverage from the 
world’s least-covered places. 
 
Majority of Americans Support International Nuclear Treaties 
May 24, 2019  
Grantee Research  
 
Safety and Justice Challenge Evaluation Report 
May 22, 2019  
Evaluations  
   In 2015, MacArthur Foundation launched the Safety and Justice Challenge—an initiative to tackle 
over-incarceration, one of America’s greatest social problems. The over-use and misuse of jails 
disproportionately impacts communities of color, people with low-incomes, nonviolent offenders, and 
those with mental illness. The Challenge supports systems change efforts aimed at safely reducing 
incarceration and racial and ethnic disparities in jails. 
   We invested over $110 million in the first two years of the program to provide financial and technical 
support to local communities’ efforts to rethink their justice system and implement evidence-based 
solutions to safely reduce jail populations… 
 
Risks of Face Surveillance in American Cities 
May 22, 2019  
Grantee Research  

https://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation
https://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media
http://www.macfound.org/
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https://www.macfound.org/press/grantee-publications/risks-face-surveillance-american-cities/


   

  

   Chicago and Detroit have invested in facial recognition surveillance, and New York City, Orlando, and 
Washington, D.C. are piloting facial recognition programs, according to a report from Georgetown 
University’s Center on Privacy and Technology. Bias within facial recognition software and potential for 
abuses of the technology pose a striking risk to civil society, leading to a chilling effect on free speech 
and the right to privacy. The Center on Privacy and Technology, a grantee, recommends a moratorium 
on face surveillance to avoid the potential for abuse and allow communities to fully interrogate the best 
ways to implement them, if at all, in an equitable way. 
 
 
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation [to 25 May 2019] 
https://www.moore.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Open Society Foundation  [to 25 May 2019] 
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/issues/media-information 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation  [to 25 May 2019] 
http://www.packard.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Pew Charitable Trusts  [to 25 May 2019] 
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 25 May 2019] 
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/about-us/news-media/ 
May 21, 2019  
The Rockefeller Foundation Launches $5.5 Million Opportunity Zone Community Capacity 
Building Initiative for Select U.S. Cities; Newark, N.J. is First City Selected, with Co-
Funding from Prudential Financial  
   NEWARK, NJ, May 21, 2019 – The Rockefeller Foundation today announced an initiative to help U.S. 
cities attract responsible private investment in economically-distressed communities… 
 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  [to 25 May 2019] 
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/  
Latest News Releases, Blog Posts, Reports 
Poll: Rural Americans Report Problems Paying for Medical Bills, Housing, or Food 
May 21, 2019  
   Despite a growing national economy, four in ten rural Americans say their families have experienced 
problems affording medical bills, housing, or food during the past few years. 
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Science Philanthropy Alliance   [to 25 May 2019] 
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/ 
“…a group of organizations working together to increase philanthropic support for basic scientific 
research on a global basis…” 
May 24, 2019 
Simons Foundation, Carson Family Charitable Trust Give $125M to New York Genome 
Center [GenomeWeb]  
 
 
SDG Philanthropy Platform 
http://sdgfunders.org/ 
SDG Philanthropy Platform is a collaboration between philanthropy and the greater international 
development community led by Foundation Center, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
and Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, and supported by the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, Ford 
Foundation and the MasterCard Foundation, the Brach Family Foundation, and other key organizations 
such as Asociación de Fundaciones Empresariales (AFE) in Colombia, Brach Family Charitable 
Foundation, CAF America, Council on Foundations, East Africa Association of Grantmakers (EAAG), 
European Foundation Centre, Filantropi Indonesia (FI), GlobalGiving, The Humanitarian Forum, World 
Congress of Muslim Philanthropists, and Worldwide Initiatives for Grantmaker Support (WINGS). 
https://sloan.org/about/press  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation  [to 25 May 2019] 
https://sloan.org/about/press  
No new digest content identified. 
 
  
Wellcome Trust  [to 25 May 2019] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
Opinion | 20 May 2019  
5 matters of urgency for the World Health Assembly 2019  
by Jeremy Farrar  
Jeremy Farrar on five things that need urgent attention at this year's World Health Assembly. 
 
Opinion | 20 May 2019  
Research institutions are best placed to support researchers with public engagement  
by Rebecca Jones, Georgia Bladon  

:::::: 
 
Foundation Center  [to 25 May 2019 
http://foundationcenter.org/about-us/press-room 
May 21, 2019 
30% of U.S. Households Made Disaster-related Donations in 2017 and 2018  
 
 
Council on Foundations  [to 25 May 2019] 
https://www.cof.org/newsroom 

http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/
https://www.genomeweb.com/research-funding/new-york-genome-center-gets-125m-gift-simons-foundation-carson-family-charitable#.XOgF1dNKjaY
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https://sloan.org/about/press
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No new digest content identified. 
 

 
*                       *                       *                        * 
 
 

:: Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in human 
rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be exhaustive. We will 
add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon recommendation from 
readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content but note that successful access 
to some of the articles and other content may require subscription or other access arrangement unique 
to the publisher. Please suggest additional journals you feel warrant coverage. 
 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
May 2019 Volume 47, Issue 5, p479-600  
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
June 2019 Volume 56, Issue 6, p773-920  
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current  
Research Articles 
Association of State Laws With Influenza Vaccination of Hospital Personnel 
Megan C. Lindley, Yi Mu, Aila Hoss, Dawn Pepin, Elizabeth J. Kalayil, Katharina L. van Santen, Jonathan 
R. Edwards, Daniel A. Pollock 
e177–e183 
Published online: April 17, 2019 
Abstract 
Introduction 
Healthcare personnel influenza vaccination can reduce influenza illness and patient mortality. State 
laws are one tool promoting healthcare personnel influenza vaccination. 
Methods 
A 2016 legal assessment in 50 states and Washington DC identified (1) assessment laws: mandating 
hospitals assess healthcare personnel influenza vaccination status; (2) offer laws: mandating hospitals 
offer influenza vaccination to healthcare personnel; (3) ensure laws: mandating hospitals require 
healthcare personnel to demonstrate proof of influenza vaccination; and (4) surgical masking laws: 
mandating unvaccinated healthcare personnel to wear surgical masks during influenza season. 
Influenza vaccination was calculated using data reported in 2016 by short-stay acute care hospitals 
(n=4,370) to the National Healthcare Safety Network. Hierarchical linear modeling in 2018 examined 
associations between reported vaccination and assessment, offer, or ensure laws at the level of 
facilities nested within states, among employee and non-employee healthcare personnel and among 
employees only. 
Results 
Eighteen states had one or more healthcare personnel influenza vaccination-related laws. In the 
absence of any state laws, facility vaccination mandates were associated with an 11–12 percentage 

http://www.ajicjournal.org/current
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current
https://www.ajpmonline.org/article/S0749-3797(19)30055-8/fulltext


   

  

point increase in mean vaccination coverage (p<0.0001). Facility-level mandates were estimated to 
increase mean influenza vaccination coverage among all healthcare personnel by 4.2 percentage points 
in states with assessment laws, 6.6 percentage points in states with offer laws, and 3.1 percentage 
points in states with ensure laws. Results were similar in analyses restricted only to employees 
although percentage point increases were slightly larger. 
Conclusions 
State laws moderate the effect of facility-level vaccination mandates and may help increase healthcare 
personnel influenza vaccination coverage in facilities with or without vaccination requirements. 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
June 2019  109(6) 
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
PRECISION PUBLIC HEALTH 
Geneva Health Forum: The First International Conference on Precision Global Health 
Global Health, Social Science, Health Service Delivery 
Aude Richard, Nefti-Eboni Bempong and Antoine Flahault 
109(6), pp. 863–865 
 
POLITICAL ECONOMY 
Impact of Political Economy on Population Health: A Systematic Review of Reviews 
Government, Socioeconomic Factors, Health Policy 
Gerry McCartney, Wendy Hearty, Julie Arnot, Frank Popham, Andrew Cumbers and Robert McMaster 
109(6), pp. e1–e12 
[See Week in Revie above for deatil] 
 
MHEALTH 
Mobile Technology for Sexual and Reproductive Health Interventions in Low- and Middle-
Income Countries 
Global Health, Other Maternal and Infant Health, Birth Control, Contraception, Sexual Health, 
Socioeconomic Factors, Health Service Delivery, Maternal and Infant Health, Access to Care 
Lisa Dulli 
109(6), pp. 836–837 
 
 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
Volume 100, Issue 5, 2019  
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/14761645/100/5 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
21 May 2019 Vol: 170, Issue 10  
http://annals.org/aim/issue 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 

http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/10.2105/AJPH.2019.305063
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/10.2105/AJPH.2019.305001
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/10.2105/AJPH.2019.305094
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/10.2105/AJPH.2019.305094
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/14761645/100/5
http://annals.org/aim/issue


   

  

http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed 25 May 2019) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Global Health 
May 2019 - Volume 4 - 3 
https://gh.bmj.com/content/4/3 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 25 May 2019) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 25 May 2019) 
Research article 
Evaluation of risk factors associated with drug-resistant tuberculosis in Yemen: data from 
centres with high drug resistance  
The World Health Organization (WHO) has reported that Yemen has a high burden of drug resistance 
and a worrying shortage of implemented diagnostic methods and drug treatment regimens. Therefore, 
in this study,...  
Authors: Ammar Ali Saleh Jaber and Baharudin Ibrahim 
Citation: BMC Infectious Diseases 2019 19:464  
Published on: 24 May 2019 
 
 
BMC Medical Ethics  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 
(Accessed 25 May 2019)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Medicine 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content 
(Accessed 25 May 2019)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content 
(Accessed 25 May 2019) 
Research article 
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How can engagement of adolescents in antenatal care be enhanced? Learning from the 
perspectives of young mothers in Ghana and Tanzania  
Adolescents are especially vulnerable due to increased biological, social and economic risks associated 
with early pregnancy and childbirth, yet most pregnancy and childbirth-related complications are 
preventa...  
Authors: Kristy Hackett, Lindsey Lenters, Ashley Vandermorris, Curtis LaFleur, Sam Newton, Sidney 
Ndeki and Stanley Zlotkin 
Citation: BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 2019 19:184  
Published on: 23 May 2019 
 
 
BMC Public Health 
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles 
(Accessed 25 May 2019) 
Research article 
Burden of non-communicable diseases among Syrian refugees: a scoping review  
The scarcity of evidence-based research on non-communicable diseases (NCDs) among Syrian refugees 
has hampered efforts to address the high burden of these diseases in host countries. The objective of 
this study is to examine published research on NCDs among Syrian refugees in order to inform future 
research, practice, programs, and policy. . 
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Clinical Trials 
Volume 16 Issue 3, June 2019  
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/ctja/16/2 
Design 
Improving pragmatic clinical trial design using real-world data 
Pragmatic clinical trials often use automated data sources such as electronic health records, claims, or 
registries to identify eligible individuals and collect outcome information. A specific advantage that this 
automated data collection often yields is having data on potential participants when design decisions 
are being made. We outline how this data can be used to inform trial design. 
Susan M Shortreed, Carolyn M Rutter, Andrea J Cook, Gregory E Simon 
First Published March 13, 2019; pp. 273–282 
 
Ethics 
Comprehension and recall from the informed consent process by phase I healthy 
volunteers before dose administration 
Rami Tadros, Gillian E Caughey, Sally Johns, Sepehr Shakib 
First Published February 28, 2019; pp. 283–289 
Abstract 
Aims/Background 
A fundamental part of all clinical trials is informed consent, reflecting the respect for the volunteer’s 
autonomy. Research participation is voluntary; therefore, certain aspects of the proposed study must 
be disclosed so that volunteers can make an informed decision. In this study, we aimed to examine the 
level of comprehension and recall of healthy volunteers from the informed consent process. 
Methods 
The study was carried out at a single phase I clinical trials unit. A questionnaire was administered to 
each volunteer to assess recall of important aspects of the study at the day-1 visit following the 
informed consent process. The questionnaire contained seven questions regarding study objectives, 
route, frequency and type of drug administration, adverse effects, number of subjects previously 
exposed and remuneration. One point was awarded for each correct answer. 
Results 
A total of 266 volunteers were administered the questionnaire. The mean total score (±standard 
deviation) for all volunteers was 4.5 ± 1.1 points out of 7, with a range of 0.8–6.7. For all 10 studies, 
91% of volunteers responded correctly when answering about the route of administration, and 90% 
were able to accurately state the correct payment amount. Only 7% were able to repeat the aims of 
the study correctly. 
Conclusion 
The poor performance of our study volunteers raises concerns about recall of information prior to study 
drug administration. This has implications for the volunteer’s safety and ability to provide true informed 
consent. Interventions to improve recall prior to dosing should be undertaken. 
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Social inequities and contemporary struggles for collective health in Latin America 
Emily E. Vasquez, Amaya Perez-Brumer & Richard G. Parker 
Pages: 777-790 
Published online: 20 May 2019 
ABSTRACT 
As part of a planned series from Global Public Health aimed at exploring both the epistemological and 
political differences in diverse public health approaches across different geographic and cultural 
regions, this special issue assembles papers that consider the legacy of the Latin American Social 
Medicine and Collective Health (LASM-CH) movements, as well as additional examples of contemporary 
social action for collective health from the region. In this introduction, we review the historical roots of 
LASM-CH and the movement’s primary contributions to research, activism and policy-making over the 
latter-half of the twentieth century. We also introduce the special issue’s contents. Spanning 19 papers, 
the articles in this special issue offer critical insight into efforts to create more equitable, participatory 
health regimes in the context of significant social and political change that many of the countries in the 
region have experienced in recent decades. We argue that as global health worldwide has been pushed 
to adopt increasingly conservative agendas, recognition of and attention to the legacies of Latin 
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Communication and community engagement in humanitarian response 
This edition of Humanitarian Exchange, co-edited with Charles-Antoine Hofmann from the UN 
Children’s Fund (UNICEF), focuses on communication and community engagement. Despite promising 
progress, coherent and coordinated information is still not provided systematically to affected 
communities, and humanitarian responses take insufficient account of the views and feedback of 
affected people. In 2017, UNICEF, the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies (IFRC), the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) and other partners 
came together under the auspices of the Communicating with Disaster Affected Communities (CDAC) 
Network to establish the Communication and Community Engagement (CCE) initiative, which aims to 
organise a collective service for communications and community engagement. The articles in this 
edition take stock of efforts to implement this initiative. 
 
Drawing on lessons from 23 Peer 2 Peer Support missions, Alice Chatelet and Meg Sattler look at 
what’s needed to integrate CCE into the humanitarian architecture. Viviane Lucia Fluck and Dustin 
Barter discuss the institutional and practical barriers to implementing community feedback 
mechanisms. Bronwyn Russel analyses the performance of the Nepal inter-agency common feedback 
project; Justus Olielo and Charles-Antoine Hofmann outline the challenges of establishing common 
services in Yemen; and Gil Francis Arevalo reports on community engagement in preparedness and 
response in the Philippines. Ian McClelland and Frances Hill discuss emerging findings from a strategic 
partnership in the Philippines between the Humanitarian Innovation Fund and the Asian Disaster 
Reduction and Response Network. 
 
Charlotte Lancaster describes how call centres in Afghanistan and Iraq are enhancing two-way 
communication with crisis-affected people. Mia Marzotto from Translators without Borders reflects on 
the importance of language and translation in communication and community engagement, and 
Ombretta Baggio and colleagues report on efforts to bring community perspectives into decision-
making during an Ebola outbreak in the Democratic Republic of Congo. Ayo Degett highlights emerging 
findings from a Danish Refugee Council project on participation in humanitarian settings, and Jeff 
Carmel and Nick van Praag report on the Listen Learn Act (LLA) project. Geneviève Cyvoct and 
Alexandra T. Warner write on an innovative common platform to track the views of affected people in 
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http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/uhmt20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Humanitarian Logistics and Supply Chain Management 
Volume 9 Issue 1  2019 
https://www.emeraldinsight.com/toc/jhlscm/9/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Immigrant and Minority Health  
Volume 21, Issue 3, June 2019 
https://link.springer.com/journal/10903/21/3 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Immigrant & Refugee Studies  
Volume 17, 2019  Issue 2  
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/wimm20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Infectious Diseases 
Volume 219, Issue 11, 1 June 2019 
https://academic.oup.com/jid/issue/219/11 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Journal of International Development 
Volume 31, Issue 4   Pages: 289-343  May 2019 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/10991328/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Medical Ethics 
May 2019 - Volume 45 - 5 
http://jme.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Medical Internet Research 
Vol 21, No 3 (2019): March  
https://www.jmir.org/2019/3 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Operations Management 
Volume 64  Pages 1-88 (November 2018) 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/journal-of-operations-management/vol/64/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Patient-Centered Research and Reviews 
Volume 6, Issue 2 (2019) 
https://digitalrepository.aurorahealthcare.org/jpcrr/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Pediatrics 
May 2019 Volume 208, p1-306  
http://www.jpeds.com/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Pharmaceutical Policy and Practice 
https://joppp.biomedcentral.com/ 
[Accessed 25 May 2019] 
Commentary 
  |   21 May 2019  
Current status and future prospects of pharmacovigilance in Pakistan  
Authors: Rabia Hussain and Mohamed Azmi Hassali 
 
 
Journal of Public Health Management & Practice 
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May/June 2019 - Volume 25 - Issue 3  
https://journals.lww.com/jphmp/pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Public Health Policy 
Volume 40, Issue 1, March 2019 
https://link.springer.com/journal/41271/40/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Refugee & Global Health  
Volume 2, Issue 1 (2019)  
https://ir.library.louisville.edu/rgh/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of the Royal Society – Interface 
6 February 2019  Volume 16Issue 151 
https://royalsocietypublishing.org/toc/rsif/16/151 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Travel Medicine  
Volume 26, Issue 3, 2019 
https://academic.oup.com/jtm/issue/26/3 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The Lancet 
May 25, 2019  Volume 393Number 10186p2099-2174, e41 
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/issue/current 
Editorial 
We must all support women in the fight for abortion 
The Lancet 
 
Editorial 
Acknowledging the limits of public health solutions 
The Lancet 
 
Health Policy 
Challenges for immigrant health in the USA—the road to crisis 
Dhruv Khullar, Dave A Chokshi 
 
Comment 
Population versus individual protection by pneumococcal conjugate vaccination 
Keith P Klugman, Gail L Rodgers 
Open Access 

https://journals.lww.com/jphmp/pages/currenttoc.aspx
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Articles 
Effect of ten-valent pneumococcal conjugate vaccine on invasive pneumococcal disease 
and nasopharyngeal carriage in Kenya: a longitudinal surveillance study 
Laura L Hammitt et al 
Interpretation 
Introduction of PCV10 in Kenya, accompanied by a catch-up campaign, resulted in a substantial 
reduction in PCV10-type IPD in children and adults without significant replacement disease. Although 
the catch-up campaign is likely to have brought forward the benefits by several years, the study 
suggests that routine infant PCV10 immunisation programmes will provide substantial direct and 
indirect protection in low-income settings in tropical Africa. 
 
 
The Lancet Child & Adolescent Health 
May 2019   Volume 3Number 5p281-364 
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanchi/issue/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Lancet Global Health 
May 2019  Volume 7Number 5e533-e680 
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/issue/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Lancet Infectious Diseases 
May 2019  Volume 19  Number 5  p449-558, e148-e186 
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/issue/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Lancet Respiratory Medicine 
May 2019  Volume 7Number 5p365-464, e16 
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanres/issue/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Maternal and Child Health Journal  
Volume 23, Issue 5, May 2019 
https://link.springer.com/journal/10995/23/5 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Medical Decision Making (MDM) 
Volume 39 Issue 3, April 2019  
http://mdm.sagepub.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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The Milbank Quarterly 
A Multidisciplinary Journal of Population Health and Health Policy  
Volume 97, Issue 1  Pages: 1-367  March 2019 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14680009/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Nature 
Volume 569 Issue 7757, 23 May 2019 
http://www.nature.com/nature/current_issue.html 
News Feature | 22 May 2019  
The future of science in Europe  
On the eve of the European Union’s parliamentary elections, a special issue examines the prospects for 
science across the region. 
Editorial 
 
Editorial | 22 May 2019  
What Europe is getting right about research  
The European Union’s cross-border collaborative programmes offer lessons for the rest of the world. 
 
World View | 21 May 2019  
How China will protect one-quarter of its land  
Other nations could learn from China’s red-line initiative to preserve nature, biodiversity and ecosystem 
services in the country, says Jixi Gao. 
Jixi Gao 
 
 
Nature Biotechnology 
Volume 37 Issue 5, May 2019 
https://www.nature.com/nbt/volumes/37/issues/5 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Nature Genetics 
Volume 51 Issue 5, May 2019 
https://www.nature.com/ng/volumes/51/issues/5 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Nature Medicine 
Volume 25 Issue 5, May 2019 
https://www.nature.com/nm/volumes/25/issues/5 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
New England Journal of Medicine 
May 23, 2019   Vol. 380 No. 21 
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http://www.nejm.org/toc/nejm/medical-journal 
Perspective 
AIDS in America — Back in the Headlines at Long Last 
Wafaa M. El-Sadr, M.D., M.P.H., M.P.A., Kenneth H. Mayer, M.D., Miriam Rabkin, M.D., M.P.H.,   and 
Sally L. Hodder, M.D. 
 
Review Article 
Global Elimination of Chronic Hepatitis 
David L. Thomas, M.D., M.P.H. 
   Chronic viral hepatitis is a public health hazard, leading to cirrhosis, liver failure, and hepatocellular 
carcinoma. Vaccination, reduction of transmission, and medical therapy have begun to provide tools 
necessary to eliminate the disease. 
 
 
Nonprofit and Voluntary Sector Quarterly 
Volume 48 Issue 3, June 2019  
http://nvs.sagepub.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Pediatrics  
May 2019, VOLUME 143 / ISSUE 5 
https://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/143/4?current-issue=y 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Pharmaceutics  
Volume 11, Issue 4 (April 2019)  
https://www.mdpi.com/1999-4923/11/4 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
PharmacoEconomics  
May 2019, Issue 5, Pages 627-741   
https://link.springer.com/journal/40273/37/5 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
PLoS Medicine 
http://www.plosmedicine.org/   
(Accessed 25 May 2019)  
Perspective  
Research to improve differentiated HIV service delivery interventions: Learning to learn as 
we do  
Elvin H. Geng, Charles B. Holmes  
| published 21 May 2019 PLOS Medicine  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pmed.1002809  
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PLoS Neglected Tropical Diseases 
http://www.plosntds.org/  
(Accessed 25 May 2019)  
Viewpoints  
Antibacterial mass drug administration for child mortality reduction: Opportunities, 
concerns, and possible next steps  
Isaac I. Bogoch, Jürg Utzinger, Nathan C. Lo, Jason R. Andrews  
| published 23 May 2019 PLOS Neglected Tropical Diseases  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pntd.0007315  
 
 
PLoS One 
http://www.plosone.org/ 
[Accessed 25 May 2019] 
Research Article 
Changes in childhood vaccination coverage over time in the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo  
Vivian H. Alfonso, Anna Bratcher, Hayley Ashbaugh, Reena Doshi, Adva Gadoth, Nicole Hoff, Patrick 
Mukadi, Angie Ghanem, Alvan Cheng, Sue Gerber, Guillaume Ngoie Mwamba, Jean Jacques Muyembe 
Tamfum, Emile Okitolonda Wemakoy, Anne W. Rimoin  
| published 24 May 2019 PLOS ONE  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0217426  
Abstract 
Despite increased vaccination rates, the burden, morbidity and mortality associated with vaccine 
preventable diseases remains high. In the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), potentially 
unreliable data and geographically varied program provision call for a better understanding of 
vaccination coverage and its changes over time at the country and province level. To assess changes in 
the proportion of children who were fully vaccinated over time in the DRC, vaccination histories for 
children 12–59 months of age were obtained from both the 2007 and 2013–2014 Demographic and 
Health Surveys (DHS). Changes were assessed, both at the country- and province-levels, to identify 
potential geographic variations. Vaccination coverage improved 70% between the DHS waves: 26% 
compared to 44% of 12–59 month-old children met full vaccination criteria in 2007 and 2013–2014, 
respectively (n2007 = 3032 and n2013-14 = 6619). Similarly, there was an overall trend across both 
DHS waves where as year of birth increased, so did vaccination coverage. There was geographic 
variation in immunization changes with most central and eastern provinces increasing in coverage and 
most northern, western and southern provinces having decreased vaccination coverage at the second 
time point. Using nationally representative data, we identified significant changes over time in 
vaccination coverage which may help to inform future policy, interventions and research to improve 
vaccination rates among children in the DRC. This study is the first of its kind for the population of DRC 
and provides an important initial step towards better understanding trends in vaccination coverage over 
time. 
 
Research Article  
Screening and treatment for tuberculosis in a cohort of unaccompanied minor refugees in 
Berlin, Germany  
Stephanie Thee, Renate Krüger, Horst von Bernuth, Christian Meisel, Uwe Kölsch, Valerie Kirchberger, 
Cornelia Feiterna-Sperling  
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Research Article | published 21 May 2019 PLOS ONE  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0216234  
 
Research Article  
Multi-stage models for the failure of complex systems, cascading disasters, and the onset 
of disease  
Anthony J. Webster  
| published 20 May 2019 PLOS ONE  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0216422  
 
 
PNAS - Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States  
of America 
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/ 
[Accessed 25 May 2019] 
Ancient medicinal plants of South America  
Christine VanPool 
PNAS first published May 21, 2019.  
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1906805116  
   Many archaeologists suggest that shamanic practices are ancient, starting at least 30,000 y ago (1⇓–

3). As an analytical concept, anthropologists define shamans as religious practitioners who interact 
directly with the spirit world to help their people. Shamans in each culture have their own practices and 
are called by different names (e.g., chayanyi, curanderos, or vegetalistas). Shamanic practices are 
found in indigenous groups all over the globe, from Australia to the Arctic. The core of these practices 
is altered states of consciousness (ASC), during which the shaman is able to perceive and interact with 
the spirit world. However, the rituals used to initiate ASC greatly vary, from Australians walking into 
their Dreamtime to Siberian shamans drumming into trance states (4). There are many purposes for 
these states, but ultimately, they are the gateway to spirits and deities who help cure the sick, bring 
rain, find lost objects, or otherwise help people medically, physically, emotionally, and/or spiritually (4, 
5). Human neurology and physiology enable people to enter trance states, which can range in intensity 
and duration from a sort of daydreaming-like state to having powerful hallucinations while catatonic 
(6)… 
 
 
Prehospital & Disaster Medicine 
Volume 34 - Issue s1 - May 2019  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/prehospital-and-disaster-medicine/latest-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Preventive Medicine 
Volume 122, Pages 1-154 (May 2019) 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/preventive-medicine/vol/122/suppl/C 
Burden of Cancer in Canada 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Proceedings of the Royal Society B 

https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0216234
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0216422
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0216422
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0216422
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/recent
https://www.pnas.org/content/early/2019/05/20/1906805116
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1906805116
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/prehospital-and-disaster-medicine/latest-issue
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/preventive-medicine/vol/122/suppl/C


   

  

29 August 2018; volume 285, issue 1885  
http://rspb.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/285/1885?current-issue=y 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Public Health   
Volume 169   Pages 1-202, A1-A2 (April 2019) 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/public-health/vol/169/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Public Health Ethics  
Volume 12, Issue 1, April 2019 

http://phe.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Public Health Reports 
Volume 134 Issue 3, May/June 2019  
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/phrg/134/3 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Qualitative Health Research 
Volume 29 Issue 6, May 2019  
http://qhr.sagepub.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Refugee Survey Quarterly 
Volume 38, Issue 1, March 2019 
http://rsq.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Research Ethics 
Volume 15 Issue 2, April 2019  
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/reab/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Reproductive Health 
http://www.reproductive-health-journal.com/content 
[Accessed 25 May 2019]  
Research 
  |   21 May 2019  
Parenting perspective on the psychosocial correlates of adolescent sexual and 
reproductive health behavior among high school adolescents in Ethiopia  
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Authors: Belete Yimer and Wassachew Ashebir 
 
 
Revista Panamericana de Salud Pública/Pan American Journal of Public Health 
(RPSP/PAJPH)  
http://www.paho.org/journal/index.php?option=com_content&view=featured&Itemid=101 
Latest Articles  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Risk Analysis     
Volume 39, Issue 5  Pages: 957-1191  May 2019 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Risk Management and Healthcare Policy 
https://www.dovepress.com/risk-management-and-healthcare-policy-archive56 
[No new digest content identified] 

 

Science  
24 May 2019  Vol 364, Issue 6442 
http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl 
Editorial 
HIV upsurge in China's students 
By Guanqiao Li, Yan Jiang, Linqi Zhang 
Science24 May 2019 : 711 
 
 
Social Science & Medicine 
Volume 228   Pages 1-294 (May 2019) 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/social-science-and-medicine/vol/228/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Stability: International Journal of Security & Development  
http://www.stabilityjournal.org/articles 
[Accessed 25 May 2019]  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Stanford Social Innovation Review 
Spring 2019   Volume 17, Number 2  
https://ssir.org/issue/fall_2018 
   For nearly a century public policy making has been informed more by theory than by practice: a 
group of experts propose prescriptions, and elected officials turn these into laws and programs. In “The 
New Practice of Public Problem Solving,” the cover story in the Spring 2019 issue of Stanford Social 
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Innovation Review, two authors from a Washington, DC, think tank propose a new approach that is 
faster, more bottom-up, and more iterative. 
Health  
The Crisis of Youth Mental Health  
By Eliot Brenner  
Children and adolescents confront a mental health treatment gap in which many who need help do not 
get it. Philanthropy can help fill this gap by investing in new models of delivering care 
 
 
Sustainability 
Volume 11, Issue 2 (January-2 2019)  
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/11/2 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Systematic Reviews  
https://systematicreviewsjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles 
[Accessed 25 May 2019]  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Torture Journal 
2019  Volume 29 - No.1 
https://irct.org/publications/torture-journal/141 
New Issue 
Editorial  
Documentation of torture in children and young adults: Time to reflect   
Pau Pérez-Sales 
 
 
Trauma, Violence, & Abuse 
Volume 20 Issue 2, April 2019  
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/tvaa/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Travel Medicine and Infectious Diseases 
Volume 28  Pages 1-120 (March–April 2019) 
http://www.travelmedicinejournal.com/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Tropical Medicine & International Health 
Volume 24, Issue 5  Pages: i-iv, 503-656 May 2019 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13653156/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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UN Chronicle 
Vol. LV Nos. 3 & 4 2018  December 2018  
https://unchronicle.un.org/ 
New Technologies: Where to? 
   This issue focuses on new technologies and their potential benefits for humanity as well as their 
expanding use in advancing the 2030 Agenda. It explores the promise of our digital age, while posing 
important questions about where these technologies are leading us, and how their misuse could also 
lead to increased inequality and conflict.   
 
 
Vulnerable Children and Youth Studies  
An International Interdisciplinary Journal for Research, Policy and Care  
Volume 14, Issue 2, 2019 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rvch20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
World Heritage Review  
World Heritage n°91 - May 2019  
http://whc.unesco.org/en/review/91/ 
Walled cities  
   Historic urban walls were once used for division and protection, and remain a legacy of the complex 
relations between people and their environment. Today, they represent a fascinating aspect of cultural 
heritage management. They attract visitors and can be considered part of the attempt to balance 
sustainable social and economic development and the conservation of heritage. 
   In this issue of World Heritage we will encounter Great Zimbabwe, the legendary capital of the 
Queen of Sheba and the country’s first cultural site to be inscribed on the World Heritage List, in 1986. 
Then we look at Cartagena, Colombia, which has the most extensive fortifications in South America, 
and the marble palaces of Lahore Fort, inscribed along with the Shalamar Gardens in Pakistan. We also 
learn about the city of Tallinn, Estonia, where particular efforts have been made to protect its medieval 
structures and fortifications for the enjoyment of local people and tourists. 
   This issue presents the conclusions of recent conferences dedicated to the implementation of the 
Historic Urban Landscape Recommendation (HUL), and the specific challenges of applying HUL in 
World Heritage properties with a significant presence of historic walls, fortifications and fortified urban 
areas. We also have a look at the efforts of the International Committee for the Preservation of 
Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) to protect fortifications and military heritage, focusing not only on 
historic walls but also on related structures and areas… 
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