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:: Week in Review  
A highly selective capture of strategic developments, research, commentary, analysis and 
announcements spanning Human Rights Action, Humanitarian Response, Health, Education, Holistic 
Development, Heritage Stewardship, Sustainable Resilience. Achieving a balance across these broad 
themes is a challenge and we appreciate your observations and ideas in this regard. This is not 
intended to be a "news and events" digest. 
 

:::::: 
:::::: 
 

Internal Displacement 
 
GRID 2019: Global Report on Internal Displacement 

Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre (IDMC) of the Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) 
May 2019 :: 159 pages  
Key Messages 
:: Persistently high levels of new displacement each year coupled with increasingly protracted crises 

across the globe left 2018 with the highest number of IDPs ever recorded. Despite policy 
progress in several countries, the root causes of internal displacement are still not being adequately 
addressed. 

 
:: Cyclical and protracted displacement continues to be driven by political instability, 
chronic poverty and inequality, environmental and climate change. Many IDPs are returning 

to insecure areas with few socio-economic opportunities. Instead of creating the conditions for lasting 
solutions, this is recreating conditions of risk and increasing the likelihood of crises erupting again in 
the future. 

 
:: Ending displacement remains an elusive quest. Precious little information exists on how and 
when durable solutions are being achieved, and how people and states are progressing toward them. 

There is growing evidence that the obstacles to IDPs integrating locally are mostly political. This is also 
reflected in the almost complete lack of reporting on successful stories of local integration. 
 

:: The primary responsibility for addressing internal displacement lies with national 
governments. Concrete action to protect IDPs and to reduce displacement risk must take place from 
the national to the local level. Given the ever-growing number of IDPs living in urban centres across 

the world, this local action will increasingly need to happen in towns and cities. 
 
:: Effecting change will require the involvement and leadership of displaced people 

themselves and their urban host communities. More investment is needed at the city level to 
strengthen the capacity of communities and local authorities to analyse, plan and act jointly. Inclusive 
legislation, housing provision and service delivery need to become a part of the DNA of urban 

governance if urban IDPs are to break out of protracted and cyclical displacement. 
 
:: With displacement increasingly becoming an urban phenomenon, integrated approaches across 

sectors and more investment in humanitarian, development and peace-building are 
required. To support local action effectively, the international community must address institutional 

http://www.internal-displacement.org/global-report/grid2019/


   

  

barriers to coherence, and pursue joined-up funding and programming with a renewed sense of 
urgency and purpose. 

 
:: The way ahead is clear. Filling the significant data, analysis and capacity gaps is imperative 
to progress. Only around a quarter of global internal displacement data is georeferenced and little to 

no information exists on the duration and severity of displacement across contexts and demographic 
groups. These gaps prevent the development of strategies to end or reduce the risk of displacement 
and mean that too many IDPs are still falling between the cracks of protection and assistance. 

 
:: A systemic approach to filling the data gaps is possible. Common standards and better 
cooperation 

and coordination are within our reach and will go a long way in providing the evidence base 
required for policy work, development planning and humanitarian operations. Appropriate tools 
for needs assessments, risk analyses, investment planning and progress monitoring already exist and 

allow states to develop sustainable approaches to displacement. The priority now is to provide national 
and local authorities with the financial and technical support they will need to apply them. 
 
 

Press Release 
More people displaced inside their own countries than ever before 
10 May 2019, Geneva – A record 41.3 million people are displaced inside their own countries 

because of conflict and violence, according to a new report by the Internal Displacement 
Monitoring Centre (IDMC) of the Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC).  
 

The number of people living in internal displacement worldwide as of the end of 2018 is the highest it 
has ever been, according to the Global Report on Internal Displacement, launched today at the United 
Nations in Geneva. This is an increase of more than a million since the end of 2017 and two-thirds 

more than the global number of refugees. 
 
The record figure is the result of years of cyclical and protracted displacement, and high levels of new 

displacement between January and December 2018. IDMC recorded 28 million new internal 
displacements associated with conflict, generalised violence and disasters in 2018… 
 

 “The findings of this report are a wake-up call to world leaders. Millions of people forced to flee their 
homes last year are being failed by ineffective national governance and insufficient international 
diplomacy. Because they haven't crossed a border, they receive pitiful global attention,” said Jan 

Egeland, Secretary General of the Norwegian Refugee Council. “All displaced people have a right to 
protection and the international community has a duty to ensure it.”… 
 

 “The fact that cities have become sanctuary to more and more internally displaced people represents a 
challenge for municipal authorities, but also an opportunity. Leveraging the positive role that local 
government can play in finding solutions to displacement will be key to addressing this challenge in the 

future,” said Alexandra Bilak. 
 
:::::: 

:::::: 
 
Development Finance 

http://www.nrc.no/news/2019/may/idmc-press-release/
http://bit.ly/IDMC_GRID2019


   

  

 
Leapfrog Breaks Impact Investing Record With $700M Emerging Markets Fund   

Largest equity fund by a dedicated impact manager, targets 70 million low-income consumers  
   New York- May 10, 2019  
LeapFrog Investments has announced the largest-ever private equity fund by a dedicated impact fund 

manager, surging past its $600m target to reach $700m. The new fund invests in healthcare and 
financial services companies – tapping into the demand from billions of emerging 
consumers in Asia and Africa. This fund alone targets reaching 70 million emerging 

consumers. Investors include many of the world’s leading insurers, pensions and asset managers, 
development finance institutions, foundations, and family offices. The success of the fund reflects 
LeapFrog’s outstanding track record of delivering both strong financial results and large-scale social 

impact. 
 
   “It is time for a better kind of capitalism. LeapFrog was founded on a philosophy of Profit with 

Purpose, rejecting conventional trade-off thinking in financial markets. That has proved a winning 
strategy, driving strong growth and returns while changing tens of millions of lives,” said Dr. Andrew 
Kuper, Founder and CEO of LeapFrog Investments… 
 

… LeapFrog has invested in 26 businesses to date. They have grown at an exceptional rate of nearly 40 
percent a year on average from the time of investment. LeapFrog companies now reach 168 million 
people across 35 countries with healthcare or financial services. Over 136 million of those 

individuals are emerging consumers – defined by The World Bank as living on under $10 a 
day. Most are accessing quality insurance, savings, pensions, credit, remittances, 
medicines or healthcare services for the first time. 

 
LeapFrog’s new fund has already made five investments: WorldRemit is the leading digital remittances 
provider globally. NeoGrowth provides innovative unsecured-credit products to micro, small and 

medium enterprises across India. Goodlife Pharmacy chain is now the largest provider of healthcare 
services in East Africa. Pyramid Pharma is a distributor of medicines and diagnostic and surgical 
equipment across Africa. And Ascent Meditech manufactures and delivers orthopaedic products across 

India that help avoid crippling pain. These businesses use innovative marketing or distribution via 
mobile phones to reach millions of customers not well-served by conventional companies… 
 

“The Foundation is thrilled to build on its legacy in the impact investing sector by supporting LeapFrog’s 
latest fund,” said Dr. Rajiv J. Shah, President of The Rockefeller Foundation. “The Foundation’s 
investment, tied to a bespoke insurance product that underpins the Fund’s structure, epitomizes the 

role catalytic capital can play in accelerating impact investing and helping low-income people access 
financial services and healthcare.”… 
 

:::::: 
:::::: 
 

Global Trade – Multilateralism 
 
UN’s Guterres underscores importance of revitalizing multilateral trade cooperation 

10 May 2019   WTO - World Trade Organisation 

https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/about-us/news-media/leapfrog-breaks-impact-investing-record-700m-emerging-markets-fund/
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news19_e/gc_10may19_e.htm


   

  

   A rules-based, non-discriminatory and equitable trading system is not only in the interest of all 
trading partners but is essential to preserving the interests of the poorest and most vulnerable 

economies, United Nations Secretary-General António Guterres told WTO members on 10 May.      
    Speaking at a special session of the WTO’s General Council, Secretary-General Guterres, alongside 
Director-General Roberto Azevêdo and General Council Chair Sunanta Kangvalkulkij, said members 

need to work to restore the spirit of international cooperation and “buttress this unique institution that 
has safeguarded international trading relationships over the past 70 years”.  
 

WTO launches updated profiles on trade in value-added terms and global value chains 
9 May 2019 
    The WTO released on 9 May an updated set of profiles for 64 WTO members, revealing the share of 

domestic and foreign components in the exports of these economies and their participation in global 
value chains (GVCs). The profiles also shed light on the contribution of the services sector to trade and 
the value of trade in intermediate products for each of the economies covered by the profiles. 

 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 

Forests 
 
Ensuring the ‘lungs of the planet’ keep us alive: 5 things you need to know about forests 

and the UN 
United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs   
10 May 2019  

Forests are vitally important for sustaining life on Earth, and play a major role in the fight against 
climate change. With the 2019 session of the United Nations Forum on Forests wrapping up on Friday 
in New York, we delve deeper into the subject, and find out what the UN is doing to safeguard and 

protect them. 
 
1. Forests are the most cost-effective way to fight climate change 

Arguably, protection and enhancing the world’s forests is one of the most cost-effective forms of 
climate action: forests act as carbon sinks, absorbing roughly 2 billion tonnes of carbon dioxide each 
year.  Sustainable forest management can build resilience and help mitigate and adapt to climate 

change. 
 
Speaking at the 2018 UN climate conference (COP24) in Katowice, Poland, Liu Zhemin, head of the 

UN’s Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA), said that “forests are central in developing 
solutions both to mitigate and adapt to climate change, adding that “these terrestrial ecosystems have 
already removed nearly one third of human-produced carbon dioxide emissions from the atmosphere. 

Through sustainable forest management, they could remove much more.” 
At this week’s meeting session of the UNFF, it was noted that forest-based climate change mitigation 
and adaptation actions, if fully implemented, could reduce greenhouse gas emissions by around 15 

gigatonnes of CO2 a year by 2050, which could potentially be enough to limit warming to well below 
2°C (the target set by the international community in 2015). Today, fossil fuels emit 36 gigatonnes 
every year. 

 

https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news19_e/miwi_09may19_e.htm
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/forest/forum-on-forests-2019.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/forest/forum-on-forests-2019.html
https://news.un.org/en/story/2018/12/1028681


   

  

In addition, as renewable sources increasingly replace fossil fuels, forests will become more and more 
important as sources of energy: already, forests supply about 40 per cent of global renewable energy 

in the form of wood fuel – as much as solar, hydroelectric and wind power combined. 
 
2. The goal of zero deforestation is close to being reached 

Significant progress has been made in international forest protection over the past 25 years. The rate 
of net global deforestation has slowed by more than 50 per cent, a credit to global efforts to 
sustainably manage existing forests, while at the same time engaging in ambitious measures to restore 

degraded forests and land, and to plant more trees to meet the demand for forest products and 
services. 
 

The goal of zero net global deforestation is close to being reached, bringing the world one step closer 
to the UN Strategic Plan for Forest’s target to expand global forest area by 3 per cent by 2030, an area 
of 120 million hectares, about the size of South Africa. 

 
3. The biggest threat to forests is…agriculture 
Many people will be aware of the devastating effects that illegal and unsustainable logging has on 
forests, but the biggest global driver of deforestation is actually agriculture, because of the extent to 

which forests are converted to farmland and livestock grazing land: a key challenge is how to manage 
the ongoing increase in agricultural production, and improve food security, without reducing overall 
forest areas. 

 
A major UN report on biodiversity, released in May, made headlines around the world with its headline 
figure of one million species at risk of extinction, warned against the destruction of forests, noting that 

this “will likely have negative impacts on biodiversity and can threaten food and water security as well 
as local livelihoods, including by intensifying social conflict.” 
 

4. The UN’s growing role in forest protection 
The first time forests came to the forefront of the international agenda was at the 1992 Earth Summit 
in Rio, widely regarded as one of the landmark UN conferences. The Summit led to the adoption of 

Agenda 21, the first significant international action plan for achieving sustainable development, which 
noted the “major weaknesses in the policies, methods and mechanisms adopted to support and 
develop the multiple ecological, economic, social and cultural roles of trees, forests and forest lands.” 

The Earth Summit also saw the adoption of the Forest Principles which, although non-legally binding, 
was the first global consensus reached on the sustainable management of forests. The Principles called 
for all countries to make efforts towards reforestation and forest conservation; enshrined the right of 

nations to develop forests in keeping with national sustainable development policies; and called for 
financial resources to be provided for targeted economic policies. 
 

To better co-ordinate international efforts to put the principles into practice, an inter-governmental 
panel and forum were set up in the 1990s, to be replaced in 2000 by the UN Forum on Forests (UNFF), 
which meets every year at UN Headquarters in New York to monitor progress on the implementation of 

the six Global Forest Goals. 
 
The Goals set targets for the sustainable management of forests, and reduction of deforestation and 

forest degradation, and were developed as part the forest community’s response to the 2030 agenda 
for Sustainable Development, the UN’s overall blueprint for economic progress that protects the 
environment and humanity. 

https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/05/1037941


   

  

 
5. This year’s top priorities: climate change and the real cost of deforestation 

One of the key take-aways from the 2019 session of the UN Forest Forum was that, too often, forests 
are under-valued, because it’s hard to put a clear monetary value on all of the positive contributions 
they make to the world. 

 
As a result, the true cost of deforestation and forest degradation is not taken into account when policy 
decisions are made on land use, such as decisions to clear forest land to use for commercial 

agriculture. 
 
The importance of financing was another important element of the session:  sufficient funding is an 

essential element in ensuring effective action to halt deforestation and forest degradation, promote 
greater sustainable forest management and increase the world’s forest area: despite the central role 
forests play in protecting the environment, only 2 per cent of funds available for climate change 

mitigation are available for efforts to reduce deforestation. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 

 
Featured Journal Content 
 

Nature 
Volume 569 Issue 7755, 9 May 2019 
http://www.nature.com/nature/current_issue.html 

Comment | 08 May 2019  
Reboot ethics governance in China  
The shocking announcement of genetically modified babies creates an opportunity to overhaul the 
nation’s science, argue Ruipeng Lei and colleagues. 
Ruipeng Lei, Xiaomei Zhai[…] & Renzong Qiu 
   … China’s scientists and regulators have been going through a period of soul-searching. We, our 

colleagues and our government agencies, such as the Ministry of Science and Technology and the 
National Health Commission, have reflected on what the incident says about the culture and regulation 
of research in China. We’ve also thought about what long-term strategies need to be put in place to 

strengthen the nation’s governance of science and ethics.  
   In our view, China is at a crossroads. The government must make substantial changes to protect 
others from the potential effects of reckless human experimentation. Measures range from closer 

monitoring of the nation’s hundreds of clinics offering in vitro fertilization (IVF), to incorporating 
bioethics into education at all levels… 
 

Article | 08 May 2019  
Mapping the world’s free-flowing rivers  
A comprehensive assessment of the world’s rivers and their connectivity shows that only 37 per cent of 
rivers longer than 1,000 kilometres remain free-flowing over their entire length. 
G. Grill, B. Lehner[…] & C. Zarfl 
Abstract 
Free-flowing rivers (FFRs) support diverse, complex and dynamic ecosystems globally, providing 
important societal and economic services. Infrastructure development threatens the ecosystem 
processes, biodiversity and services that these rivers support. Here we assess the connectivity status of 

http://www.nature.com/nature/current_issue.html
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-01408-y
javascript:;
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-019-1111-9
javascript:;


   

  

12 million kilometres of rivers globally and identify those that remain free-flowing in their entire length. 
Only 37 per cent of rivers longer than 1,000 kilometres remain free-flowing over their entire length and 

23 per cent flow uninterrupted to the ocean. Very long FFRs are largely restricted to remote regions of 
the Arctic and of the Amazon and Congo basins. In densely populated areas only few very long rivers 
remain free-flowing, such as the Irrawaddy and Salween. Dams and reservoirs and their up- and 

downstream propagation of fragmentation and flow regulation are the leading contributors to the loss 
of river connectivity. By applying a new method to quantify riverine connectivity and map FFRs, we 
provide a foundation for concerted global and national strategies to maintain or restore them. 

 
::::::  
::::::  

 
Ebola – DRC 
 

Ebola virus disease – Democratic Republic of the Congo  
Disease Outbreak News (DONs) 
9 May 2019 
   The Ebola virus disease (EVD) outbreak response this past week continues to be hampered by 

insecurity. On 3 May in Katwa, a Safe and Dignified Burial (SDB) team was violently attacked following 
the completion of a burial for a deceased EVD case. In Butembo and surrounding health zones, 
response activities were repeatedly halted due to a number of serious security incidents taking place 

from 4-6 May. On 8 May, a group of over 50 armed militia infiltrated the city centre. Security forces 
repelled the attack following intense gunfire in close proximity to staff accommodations. Although 
activities resumed on 9 May, after almost five consecutive days of suspension, threats of further 

attacks against EVD response teams and facilities remain prevalent. 
   These security incidents, and especially the resultant lack of access to EVD affected 
communities, remain a major impediment to the response, with teams unable to perform 

robust surveillance nor deliver much needed treatment and immunisations. The ongoing 
violent attacks sow fear, perpetuate mistrust, and further compound the multitude of challenges 
already faced by frontline healthcare workers. Without commitment from all groups to cease these 

attacks, it is unlikely that this EVD outbreak can remain successfully contained in North Kivu and Ituri 
provinces… 
 

::::::  
 
Struggling with Scale: Ebola’s Lessons for the Next Pandemic 

Center for Global Development - Report - May 9, 2019 :: 82 pages 
Jeremy Konyndyk  
PDF: https://www.cgdev.org/sites/default/files/struggling-scale-ebolas-lessons-next-pandemic.pdf 

 
The next global pandemic is a matter of when, not if. Preparing for this inevitability requires that 
policymakers understand not just the science of limiting disease transmission or engineering a drug, 

but also the practical challenges of expanding a response strategy to a regional or global level. 
Achieving success at such scales is largely an issue of operational, strategic, and policy choices—areas 
of pandemic preparedness that remain underexplored. 

 
The response to the 2014–2015 Ebola outbreak in West Africa illuminates these challenges and 
highlights steps toward better preparedness. Ebola was a known disease whose basic transmission 

https://www.who.int/csr/don/09-may-2019-ebola-drc/en/
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/struggling-scale-ebolas-lessons-next-pandemic
https://www.cgdev.org/expert/jeremy-konyndyk
https://www.cgdev.org/sites/default/files/struggling-scale-ebolas-lessons-next-pandemic.pdf


   

  

pathways and control strategies were understood. Yet traditional Ebola control strategies were 
premised on small, non-urban outbreaks, and they rapidly proved inadequate as the disease reached 

urban environments, forcing policymakers to develop new strategies and operational platforms for 
containing the outbreak, which generated unique policy challenges and political pressures. Lacking a 
blueprint for controlling Ebola at scale, response leaders scrambled to catch up as the disease began 

threatening the wider West African region. 
 
This report explores the lessons of the Ebola outbreak through the lens of the US and UN policymakers 

who were forced to construct an unprecedented response in real time. It tells the story of their choices 
around four major policy challenges: 
:: Operationalizing the US government response 

:: Balancing the politics and the science of travel restrictions 
:: Defining the role of a reluctant military 
:: Coordinating complex international partnerships 

 
The report draws on interviews with 19 high-level US and UN policymakers, a desk review of after-
action reports, and the author’s own experiences while leading the response efforts of the US Agency 
for International Development (USAID). 

 
::::::  
::::::  

 
Emergencies 
 

POLIO   
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
Polio this week as of 8 May 2019 

:: With recent introduction to the immunization coverage activities in Zimbabwe and Mongolia, at least 
1 dose of Inactivated Polio Vaccine (IPV) is now available worldwide in 126 countries. IPV consists of 
inactivated (killed) poliovirus strains of all three poliovirus types, producing antibodies in the blood to 

all types. In the event of infection, these antibodies prevent the spread of the virus to the central 
nervous system and protect against paralysis. Read press release here.  
[See above for detail] 
 
Summary of new viruses this week:  
:: Pakistan — three wild poliovirus type 1 (WPV1) cases and five WPV1-positive environmental 

samples 
:: Nigeria —one circulating vaccine derived poliovirus type 2 (cVDPV2)-positive environmental sample   
:: Niger —one cVDPV2 isolated from a healthy community 

 
:::::: 
::::::  

 
Editor’s Note: 
WHO has posted a refreshed emergencies page which presents an updated listing of Grade 3,2,1 
emergencies as below. 
 
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies  [to 11 May 2019] 

http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
https://www.gavi.org/library/news/press-releases/2019/inactivated-polio-vaccine-now-introduced-worldwide/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/


   

  

Democratic Republic of the Congo  
:: WHO Adapts Ebola Vaccination Strategy in the Democratic Republic of the Congo to Account for 

Insecurity and Community Feedback  7 May 2019   News release  Geneva 
:: 40: Situation report on the Ebola outbreak in North Kivu  7 May 2019 
:: Disease Outbreak News (DONs)  Ebola virus disease – Democratic Republic of the Congo  

9 May 2019 [See Ebola DRC above for detail] 
 
Syrian Arab Republic  

:: Flu season in north-west Syrian Arab Republic  9 May 2019   
 
Nigeria  

:: WHO Supports one Million malnourished children in North-east Nigeria  Maiduguri, 7 May 2019  
 
Somalia  

:: Vaccines are saving millions of lives of children in Somalia: urgent need to scale up routine 
immunization programme  7 May 2019  
 
Bangladesh - Rohingya crisis - No new digest announcements identified 

Mozambique floods  - No new digest announcements identified 
Myanmar  - No new digest announcements identified 
South Sudan  - No new digest announcements identified 

Yemen  - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 

 
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies  [to 11 May 2019] 
Cyclone Idai  

:: More than 435.000 children in Sofala province will be protected against measles, polio 
and rubella during Health Week in Mozambique  
   Beira, 6 May 2019 - Every year the Ministry of Health of Mozambique launches Health Week in 

Mozambique, together with the World Health Organization (WHO) and the United Nations Children's 
Fund (UNICEF) as main partners. Today, the launch was marked by the constraints following Cyclone 
Idai in the four most affected provinces: Sofala, Manica, Inhambane and Zambezia. 

 
Libya  
:: WHO denounces attack on health workers and ambulance in Libyan capital  

Tripoli, 9 May – The World Health Organization today condemned in the strongest terms an attack on 
an ambulance in Tripoli, Libya, on Wednesday 8 May, that left 3 health workers injured, one severely… 
 

Brazil (in Portugese) - No new digest announcements identified 
Cameroon  - No new digest announcements identified 
Central African Republic  - No new digest announcements identified 
Ethiopia - No new digest announcements identified 
Iraq - No new digest announcements identified 
MERS-CoV - No new digest announcements identified 
Niger - No new digest announcements identified 
occupied Palestinian territory  - No new digest announcements identified 
Sudan - No new digest announcements identified 

http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cod/en/
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/07-05-2019-who-adapts-ebola-vaccination-strategy-in-the-democratic-republic-of-the-congo-to-account-for-insecurity-and-community-feedback
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/07-05-2019-who-adapts-ebola-vaccination-strategy-in-the-democratic-republic-of-the-congo-to-account-for-insecurity-and-community-feedback
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/312264/SITREP_EVD_DRC_20190507-eng.pdf?ua=1
https://www.who.int/csr/don/09-may-2019-ebola-drc/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/syr/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/syr/news-features/flu-season-in-north-west-syria/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/nigeria/en/
https://afro.who.int/news/who-supports-one-million-malnourished-children-north-east-nigeria
http://www.who.int/emergencies/somalia/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/som/somalia-news/vaccines-are-saving-millions-of-lives-of-children-in-somalia.html
http://www.emro.who.int/som/somalia-news/vaccines-are-saving-millions-of-lives-of-children-in-somalia.html
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/bgd/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/mozambique
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mmr/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ssd/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/yem/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/cyclone-idai/en/
https://www.afro.who.int/news/more-435000-children-sofala-province-will-be-protected-against-measles-polio-and-rubella?country=44&name=Mozambique
https://www.afro.who.int/news/more-435000-children-sofala-province-will-be-protected-against-measles-polio-and-rubella?country=44&name=Mozambique
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/lby/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/lby/libya-news/who-denounces-attack-on-health-workers-and-ambulance-in-libyan-capital.html
https://www.paho.org/bra/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cmr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/caf/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/eth/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/irq/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/mers-cov/en/
http://afro.who.int/fr/countries/niger
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/opt/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/sdn/en/


   

  

Ukraine - No new digest announcements identified 
Zimbabwe - No new digest announcements identified 

 
:::::: 
 

WHO Grade 1 Emergencies  [to 11 May 2019] 
Afghanistan - No new digest announcements identified 
Chad  - No new digest announcements identified 

Indonesia - Sulawesi earthquake 2018  - No new digest announcements identified 
Kenya   - No new digest announcements identified 
Lao People's Democratic Republic  - No new digest announcements identified 

Mali  - No new digest announcements identified 
Namibia - viral hepatitis  - No new digest announcements identified 
Peru  - No new digest announcements identified 

Philippines - Tyhpoon Mangkhut  - No new digest announcements identified 
Tanzania  - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 

:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – L3 Emergencies 

The UN and its humanitarian partners are currently responding to three 'L3' emergencies. This is the 
global humanitarian system's classification for the response to the most severe, large-scale 
humanitarian crises.  
Syrian Arab Republic   
:: Syria: Situation Report 1: Recent Developments in North-western Syria (as of 10 May 2019) 
HIGHLIGHTS 

…Conflict has increased in northwest Syria, impacting civilians, civilian infrastructure and service 
provision in northern Hama and southern Idleb governorates. 
…Approximately 180,000 people were displaced between 29 April and 9 May, while 15 health facilities, 

16 schools, and 3 IDP settlements are reportedly affected due to hostilities. 
…The humanitarian response is scaling up to meet people’s need, in addition to the on-going response 
 
Yemen - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 

 
UN OCHA – Corporate Emergencies 
When the USG/ERC declares a Corporate Emergency Response, all OCHA offices, branches and 

sections provide their full support to response activities both at HQ and in the field. 
CYCLONE IDAI and Kenneth 
:: Mozambique: "Aid is free and sexual exploitation and abuse are unacceptable  06 May 2019 

…“From the outset of the Cyclone Idai response, and now as we respond to Cyclone Kenneth, we have 
broadcasted clear messaging - that aid is free, and that sexual exploitation and abuse are unacceptable 
- through multiple communications channels”, Humanitarian Coordinator for Mozambique Marcoluigi 

Corsi said today. “We have trained hundreds of aid workers and volunteers on the prevention of sexual 
exploitation and abuse. However, even in the face of our best efforts to prevent cases from occurring, 
the reality remains that the risk of sexual exploitation and abuse persists. We have therefore 

http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ukr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/zwe/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/afg/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tcd/en/
http://www.searo.who.int/mediacentre/emergencies/sulawesi-earthquake/en/
http://www.afro.who.int/countries/kenya
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/lao/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mli/en/
http://afro.who.int/news/baseline-assessment-national-viral-hepatitis-response-namibia
http://www.paho.org/per/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/phl/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tza/en/
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/syria
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-situation-report-1-recent-developments-north-western-syria-10-may
https://www.unocha.org/yemen
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/southern-and-eastern-africa-rosea/cyclone-idai
https://www.unocha.org/southern-and-eastern-africa-rosea/cyclones-idai-and-kenneth
https://www.unocha.org/story/mozambique-aid-free-and-sexual-exploitation-and-abuse-are-unacceptable
https://www.unocha.org/story/mozambique-aid-free-and-sexual-exploitation-and-abuse-are-unacceptable


   

  

established clear referral pathways to capture and follow-up on any rumor, report or allegation of 
sexual exploitation and abuse and have clear protocols to fast-track action in response such cases.”… 

 
 

 

*                      *                       *                        * 
 

Agency/Government/IGO Watch 
We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for key 
media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on regional or global 
level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific coverage is limited. Please 
suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
 
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly  

[to 11 May 2019] 
https://www.un.org/press/en 
10 May 2019  

SG/SM/19574-PI/2260 
Inaccurate Information Makes Effective Responses to Complex Health Crises More 
Difficult, Secretary-General Tells Event on Countering ‘Fake News’ 
   Following is UN Secretary-General António Guterres’ message to the high-level conference on “The 

Danger of Disinformation — Countering Fake News and Safeguarding Health in the Post-truth Era”, in 
San Marino today 
 

10 May 2019  
ENV/DEV/1949 
Value of Forests Must Be Better Communicated, Chair Underlines, as Forum Concludes 

Fourteenth Session 
   The Forum on Forests closed its fourteenth session today, approving a draft decision that its fifteenth 
session will be held at Headquarters from 4 to 8 May 2020, as well as a document containing that 

session’s provisional agenda — all to be sent to the Economic and Social Council for adoption. 
 
8 May 2019  

SG/SM/19571 
More Resources Needed to Control Ebola Outbreak in Democratic Republic of Congo, 
Secretary-General Says, Urging All Congolese Leaders to Work Together 

 
8 May 2019  
SC/13804 

Urgent Action Needed to End Hostilities in Libya, Ensure Return to Talks, International 
Criminal Court’s Chief Prosecutor Tells Security Council 
   With clashes continuing across Libya amid persisting impunity for war crimes, urgent action is 

needed to end the hostilities and ensure a return to negotiations on restoring peace and justice, the 
International Criminal Court’s Chief Prosecutor told the Security Council today. 
 

7 May 2019  
SC/13800 

https://www.un.org/press/en
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sgsm19574.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sgsm19574.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/envdev1949.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/envdev1949.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sgsm19571.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sgsm19571.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sc13804.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sc13804.doc.htm


   

  

Security Council Issues Presidential Statement Underscoring Key Role of Peacekeeping in 
Promoting, Maintaining International Peace 

   The Security Council underscored the importance of peacekeeping as one of the most effective tools 
available to the United Nations in the promotion and maintenance of international peace and security. 
 

6 May 2019  
SG/SM/19564-HQ/727 
Secretary-General, at Memorial Service for Fallen Staff, Stresses Importance of Mitigating 

Risks Colleagues Face, Supporting Bereaved Families 
   Following are UN Secretary-General António Guterres’ remarks at the memorial service for fallen 
staff, in New York today 

 
 
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 11 May 2019] 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true  
Top News 
Press briefing note on Colombia  
 

Press briefing note on Myanmar 
 
Iran: Executions of child offenders must stop, say UN experts 

 
UN Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination publishes findings on Andorra, 
Guatemala, Hungary, Lithuania, and Zambia 

 
Cambodia: UN expert calls for open political dialogue for peace and sustainable 
development 

 
 
United Nations Human Rights Council  [to 11 May 2019] 

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
Committee on the Rights of the Child [to 11 May 2019] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx 

Latest News 
UN Child Rights Committee to review Botswana, Cabo Verde, Côte d'Ivoire, Malta, 
Singapore, Sri Lanka, and Tonga 

10 May 2019 

Iran: Executions of child offenders must stop, say UN experts 
9 May 2019 

 
 
Special Rapporteur on the sale and sexual exploitation of children   [to 11 May 2019] 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx  

https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sc13800.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sc13800.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sgsm19564.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sgsm19564.doc.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24591&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24592&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24581&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24600&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24600&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24583&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24583&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24589&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24589&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24581&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx


   

  

No new digest content identified. 
 

 
SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed 
Conflict [to 11 May 2019] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 
Friday, 10 May 2019 
UN Leading Advocate for the Protection of Children Affected by Conflict Welcomes Release 

of Children in Nigeria 
 
 

SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict 
[to 11 May 2019] 
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/ 

No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights   [to 11 May 2019] 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable 
standard of physical and mental health  [to 11 May 2019] 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx 
Latest news 
Iran: Executions of child offenders must stop, say UN experts 

9 May 2019 
 
UAE: UN experts condemn conditions of detention for jailed activist Ahmed Mansoor 

7 May 2019 
 
 

Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights  [to 11 May 2019] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples   [to 11 May 2019] 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx 

No new digest content identified. 
 
 

https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/un-leading-advocate-for-the-protection-of-children-affected-by-conflict-welcomes-release-of-children-in-nigeria/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/un-leading-advocate-for-the-protection-of-children-affected-by-conflict-welcomes-release-of-children-in-nigeria/
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24581&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24571&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx


   

  

UN OCHA [to 11 May 2019] 
https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases 

Selected Press Releases  [as presented on webpage] 
09 May 2019 
Humanitarian Coordinator for Libya Ribeiro strongly condemns ... 

    
08 May 2019 
UN warns Sahel crisis is reaching unprecedented levels 

    
07 May 2019 
UN is racing against time to salvage food stocks in Hodeidah ... 

 
 
Centre for Humanitarian Data/HDX  [to 11 May 2019] 

https://centre.humdata.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

UNICEF  [to 11 May 2019] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases 
Selected Statements, Press Releases, Reports 

Press release  
Nearly 900 children released from armed group in north-east Nigeria 
New release brings total number of children released since 2017 to over 1,700 

 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 11 May 2019] 

http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html 
10 May 2019  
UNHCR - 65 reported drowned after shipwreck off coast of Tunisia 

 
Faster help needed for displaced refugees in Sri Lanka following Easter attacks - UNHCR 
 

8 May 2019  
Move refugees in Tripoli out of harm’s way, urges UNHCR 
 

Hungary’s coerced removal of Afghan families deeply shocking 
  
 

IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 11 May 2019] 
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
Selected Announcements 
Aid Workers Race to Prepare Bangladesh’s Rohingya Refugee Camps for Monsoon Wind, 
Rain 
2019-05-10 17:27 

Cox’s Bazar – When Cyclone Fani – one of the most powerful Indian Ocean storms of the past decade 
– barrelled up the Bay of Bengal a week ago making landfall in northern India and western 
Bangladesh, it left 24 people dead, a trail of destruction and thousands displaced. 

https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases
https://reliefweb.int/node/3118133
https://reliefweb.int/node/3116748
https://reliefweb.int/node/3113973
https://centre.humdata.org/
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/nearly-900-children-released-armed-group-north-east-nigeria
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/nearly-900-children-released-armed-group-north-east-nigeria
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/5/5cd5a74c4/unhcr-65-reported-drowned-shipwreck-coast-tunisia.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/5/5cd5a74c4/unhcr-65-reported-drowned-shipwreck-coast-tunisia.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2019/5/5cd531f94/faster-help-needed-displaced-refugees-sri-lanka-following-easter-attacks.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2019/5/5cd531f94/faster-help-needed-displaced-refugees-sri-lanka-following-easter-attacks.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2019/5/5cd531f94/faster-help-needed-displaced-refugees-sri-lanka-following-easter-attacks.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2019/5/5cd531f94/faster-help-needed-displaced-refugees-sri-lanka-following-easter-attacks.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/5/5cd317644/move-refugees-tripoli-harms-way-urges-unhcr.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/5/5cd317644/move-refugees-tripoli-harms-way-urges-unhcr.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/5/5cd3167a4/hungarys-coerced-removal-afghan-families-deeply-shocking.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/5/5cd3167a4/hungarys-coerced-removal-afghan-families-deeply-shocking.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/5/5cd3167a4/hungarys-coerced-removal-afghan-families-deeply-shocking.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/5/5cd3167a4/hungarys-coerced-removal-afghan-families-deeply-shocking.html
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases
https://www.iom.int/news/aid-workers-race-prepare-bangladeshs-rohingya-refugee-camps-monsoon-wind-rain
https://www.iom.int/news/aid-workers-race-prepare-bangladeshs-rohingya-refugee-camps-monsoon-wind-rain


   

  

 
Debt Threatens Positive Migration Outcomes in Southeast Asia: IOM 

2019-05-10 17:21 
Bangkok – Debt can prevent migrant workers in the Greater Mekong Sub-region from maximizing the 
benefits of their migration and leave them worse off economically and socially when they return home, 

according to a study by the International Organization for Migration (IOM).   
 
Mediterranean Migrant Arrivals Reach 17,000 in 2019; Deaths Reach 493 

2019-05-10 16:36 
Geneva – During the day, Friday, IOM learned of at least two rescue operations occurring off the 
coasts of Libya and Tunisia, one involving the deaths of 50 migrants. 

 
 
UNAIDS [to 11 May 2019]  

http://www.unaids.org/en 
Selected Press Releases/Reports/Statements 
7 May 2019 
UNAIDS and UN Women working together in Malawi  

 
6 May 2019 
Out-of-pocket expenses hamper access to HIV services  

   User fees and other out-of-pocket expenses―defined as direct payments made by people to health-
care providers at the time of service use―are a major barrier to people getting tested for HIV, to 
people living with HIV being treated and to people living with HIV being retained in treatment and 

care. 
 
 

WHO & Regional Offices [to 11 May 2019]  
10 May 2019   News release 
WHO is establishing technical advisory group and roster of experts on digital health 

   WHO is establishing a global multi-disciplinary technical group to advise us on issues related to digital 
health. 
   WHO’s newly-established Digital Health Department will work to harness the power of digital health 

technologies and steer developments to contribute to the attainment of all people to the highest level 
of health through the General Programme of Work (GPW13) triple billion goals and Sustainable 
Development Goal 3 (Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages). World Health 

Assembly resolution WHA/71 A71 on digital health underpins this work.  
   To support this work, WHO is establishing roster of experts in various areas related to digital health, 
such as strategic approaches, areas for intervention and governance structures for regulations and 

adoption of digital health solutions and products. Some of those experts will be selected to be part of a 
technical advisory group, and others may be called on the be part of specific subgroups… 
 

7 May 2019   News release 
WHO Adapts Ebola Vaccination Strategy in the Democratic Republic of the Congo to 
Account for Insecurity and Community Feedback 

 
:::::: 
 

https://www.iom.int/news/debt-threatens-positive-migration-outcomes-southeast-asia-iom
https://www.iom.int/news/mediterranean-migrant-arrivals-reach-17000-2019-deaths-reach-493
http://www.unaids.org/en
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2019/may/20190507_unwomen-malawi
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2019/may/20190506_gow_expenses
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/10-05-2019-who-is-establishing-technical-advisory-group-and-roster-of-experts-on-digital-health
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/10-05-2019-who-is-establishing-technical-advisory-group-and-roster-of-experts-on-digital-health
http://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA71/A71_R7-en.pdf
http://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA71/A71_R7-en.pdf
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/07-05-2019-who-adapts-ebola-vaccination-strategy-in-the-democratic-republic-of-the-congo-to-account-for-insecurity-and-community-feedback
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/07-05-2019-who-adapts-ebola-vaccination-strategy-in-the-democratic-republic-of-the-congo-to-account-for-insecurity-and-community-feedback


   

  

WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO     
:: The rush to deliver cholera vaccines to remote communities in Zimbabwe  10 May 2019  
:: New interactive technology for real time surveillance quality improvement adopted by Botswana  10 

May 2019  
:: Dr. Stéphane Hugonnet, Epidemiologist, WHO  09 May 2019  
   Dr. Stéphane Hugonnet is a medical epidemiologist. He was deployed to Mozambique to strengthen 

the surveillance system and lead a team working with local, national authorities and partners to set up 
a surveillance system to detect potential epidemics. 
:: Immunisation Heroes honoured to mark African Vaccination Week (AVW) in Eswatini 

09 May 2019  
:: Synchronized Campaign by Senegal and The Gambia For Treated Bed Nets Distribution 
08 May 2019  

:: More than 435.000 children in Sofala province will be protected against measles, polio and rubella 
during Health Week in Mozambique  07 May 2019  
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 

:: Nursing staff are vital for making progress towards universal health (05/08/2019) 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 

No new digest content identified. 
 
WHO European Region EURO  

:: Over 100 000 people sick with measles in 14 months: with measles cases at an alarming level in the 
European Region, WHO scales up response 09-05-2019  
:: Emergency risk communication package pioneered by WHO/Europe rolls out globally 07-05-2019 

 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: Vaccines are saving millions of lives of children in Somalia  7 May 2019 

 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 11 May 2019] 

http://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2019/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 11 May 2019] 
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release 

No new digest content identified. 
 
 

UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 11 May 2019] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
Selected Press Releases/Announcements 

http://www.afro.who.int/
https://www.afro.who.int/news/rush-deliver-cholera-vaccines-remote-communities-zimbabwe
https://www.afro.who.int/news/new-interactive-technology-real-time-surveillance-quality-improvement-adopted-botswana
https://www.afro.who.int/news/dr-stephane-hugonnet-epidemiologist-who
https://www.afro.who.int/news/immunisation-heroes-honoured-mark-african-vaccination-week-avw-eswatini
https://www.afro.who.int/news/synchronized-campaign-senegal-and-gambia-treated-bed-nets-distribution
https://www.afro.who.int/news/more-435000-children-sofala-province-will-be-protected-against-measles-polio-and-rubella
https://www.afro.who.int/news/more-435000-children-sofala-province-will-be-protected-against-measles-polio-and-rubella
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=466:2008-media-center-press-releases&Itemid=40108&lang=en
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15138&catid=740&Itemid=1926&lang=en
http://www.searo.who.int/
http://www.euro.who.int/
http://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/sections/press-releases/2019/over-100-000-people-sick-with-measles-in-14-months-with-measles-cases-at-an-alarming-level-in-the-european-region,-who-scales-up-response
http://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/sections/press-releases/2019/over-100-000-people-sick-with-measles-in-14-months-with-measles-cases-at-an-alarming-level-in-the-european-region,-who-scales-up-response
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/emergencies/international-health-regulations/news/news/2019/5/emergency-risk-communication-package-pioneered-by-whoeurope-rolls-out-globally2
http://www.emro.who.int/
http://www.emro.who.int/som/somalia-news/vaccines-are-saving-millions-of-lives-of-children-in-somalia.html
http://www.wpro.who.int/
http://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2019/
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html


   

  

Climate Action Summit 
Joint Appeal from the UN System to the Secretary-General’s Climate Action Summit   

Posted on May 10, 2019 
 
Groundbreaking new report underscores need for transformational change to safeguard 

life on earth 
The Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services launched a 
groundbreaking report today showing an alarming decline in nature and its vital contributions to… 

Posted on May 6, 2019 
 
 

UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 11 May 2019] 
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 

UN Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN)  [to 11 May 2019] 
http://unsdsn.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division  [to 11 May 2019] 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm 

http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 11 May 2019] 

https://www.unenvironment.org/ 
12 May 2019   Press release  
Governments agree landmark decisions to protect people and planet from hazardous 
chemicals and waste, including plastic waste  

  Geneva, 11 May 2019 – Decisions on plastic waste have been reached today in Geneva, as 
approximately 180 governments adopted a raft of decisions aimed at protecting human health and the 
environment from the harmful… 

 
09 May 2019 Press release  
World Migratory Bird Day: birds globally threatened by plastic waste 

   Bonn, 9 May 2019 – Plastic pollution poses serious health risks to wildlife globally, affecting a wide 
range of species including whales, turtles, fish and birds. On World Migratory Bird Day, celebrated on 
11 May… 

 
 
UNISDR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 11 May 2019] 

http://www.unisdr.org/archive 

http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/speeches/2019/climate-action-summit.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/news/2019/Groundbreaking_new_report_underscores_need_for_transformational_change_to_safeguard_life_on_land.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/news/2019/Groundbreaking_new_report_underscores_need_for_transformational_change_to_safeguard_life_on_land.html
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/
http://unsdsn.org/news/
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/
https://www.unenvironment.org/
https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/press-release/governments-agree-landmark-decisions-protect-people-and-planet
https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/press-release/governments-agree-landmark-decisions-protect-people-and-planet
https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/press-release/world-migratory-bird-day-birds-globally-threatened-plastic-waste
http://www.unisdr.org/archive


   

  

No new digest content identified. 
 

 
UN DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 11 May 2019] 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news.html 

Latest News 
10 May 2019, New York  
Ensuring the ‘lungs of the planet’ keep us alive: 5 things you need to know about forests 

and the UN 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 

 
UNESCO  [to 11 May 2019] 
http://en.unesco.org/news 

09 May 2019 
UNESCO conference to take stock of blockchain technology and explore its societal 
potential  
   UNESCO and its Paris-based Chair for Digital Transmission, Innovation and Publishing (ITEN) will 

host a day-long conference, Blockchain: practices and perspectives, on 17 May at the Organization’s 
Headquarters. 
   The purpose of the conference is to take stock of advances in blockchain technology and draw up an 

inventory of first-use cases of blockchains. It will identify medium-term perspectives for the technology, 
in a wide range of disciplines at the center of UNESCO's work on digital transformation, including 
education and science, artistic creation and copyright, territorial management and heritage, and 

democracy and governance. Focus will be given to exploring blockchain practices influencing the 
society, through the eyes of stakeholders and innovators. 
 

06 May 2019 
“Protecting biodiversity is as vital as fighting climate change”, UNESCO Director-General 
said on the Launch of the Global Biodiversity Assessment Report 

Describing nature’s decline as unprecedented and citing among many indicators, 1,000,000 species 
threatened with extinction, the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and 
Ecosystem Services (IPBES) laid bare the threats to all life on earth in its Global Assessment Report, 
released at UNESCO headquarters today. 
 
 

International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS)  [to 11 May 2019] 
https://www.icomos.org/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 11 May 2019] 

http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 11 May 2019] 
http://unhabitat.org/media-centre/news/ 

https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/forest/forum-on-forests-2019.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/forest/forum-on-forests-2019.html
http://en.unesco.org/news
https://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-conference-take-stock-blockchain-technology-and-explore-its-societal-potential
https://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-conference-take-stock-blockchain-technology-and-explore-its-societal-potential
https://en.unesco.org/news/protecting-biodiversity-vital-fighting-climate-change-unesco-director-general-said-launch
https://en.unesco.org/news/protecting-biodiversity-vital-fighting-climate-change-unesco-director-general-said-launch
https://www.icomos.org/en/
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp
http://unhabitat.org/media-centre/news/


   

  

Posted May 10, 2019 
Bid to raise USD 250 million for urban aspects of SDGs at first UN-Habitat Assembly  

 
 
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 11 May 2019] 

http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ILO International Labour Organization  [to 11 May 2019] 
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm 

ILO100 
The Declaration of Philadelphia – 75 years    
10 May 2019  

   On May 10 1944, the International Labour Conference adopted the Declaration of Philadelphia. It 
gave the ILO’s social mandate a powerful and lasting impetus. 
  
ILO100 
UN Secretary-General, Swiss authorities, mark ILO’s 100th anniversary   
09 May 2019  
   The ceremony at ILO headquarters in Geneva included the unveiling of a commemorative plaque and 

the inauguration of an avenue of trees celebrating 100 years of the ILO. 
 
Labour migration 
ILO launches programme in response to the situation of Venezuelan migrants and 
refugees   
07 May 2019  

   The initiative launched with an initial ILO funding of US$ 2 million will aim at the socio-economic 
integration of Venezuelan migrants and refugees in Ecuador, Colombia and Peru. 
 
 
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 11 May 2019] 
http://www.icao.int/  

9/5/19 
ICAO playing important role in UN effort to limit the movement of Foreign Terrorist 
Fighters 

 
8/5/19 
ICAO Council President highlights liberalization’s positive impacts on aviation benefits at 

Asia-Pacific air transport events 
 
 

IMO International Maritime Organization  [to 11 May 2019] 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 11 May 2019] 

https://unhabitat.org/bid-to-raise-usd-250-million-for-urban-aspects-of-sdgs-at-first-un-habitat-assembly/
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_698989/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_698349/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_697195/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_697195/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/ICAO-playing-important-role-in-UN-effort-to-limit-the-movement-of-Foreign-Terrorist-Fighters.aspx
https://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/ICAO-playing-important-role-in-UN-effort-to-limit-the-movement-of-Foreign-Terrorist-Fighters.aspx
https://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/ICAO-Council-President-highlights-liberalizations-positive-impacts-on-aviation-benefits-at-AsiaPacific-air-transport-even.aspx
https://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/ICAO-Council-President-highlights-liberalizations-positive-impacts-on-aviation-benefits-at-AsiaPacific-air-transport-even.aspx
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx


   

  

https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release 
Press Release  
Publish Date: 9 May 2019  
Multi-Hazard Early Warning Conference confronts cascading impacts of extreme weather 
and other natural hazards and of climate change 

    Climate change, population increase, urbanization and environmental degradation are amplifying the 
impact of extreme weather, water and climate events such as tropical cyclones, floods and extreme 
heat on growing numbers of people. Improved early warning systems and more coordinated disaster 

risk reduction are more important than ever before. 
 
 
UPU  Universal Postal Union   [to 11 May 2019] 
http://news.upu.int/ 
07.05.2019 

UPU Director General reinforces support for small island development 
   07.05.2019 - The UPU will roll out special development projects in the South Pacific after the Director 
General’s visit to five countries in the region earlier this year revealed common challenges among small 
island developing states (SIDS). 

 
Building bridges, building lives 
   06.05.2019 - At a special ceremony to unveil a wall dedicated to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development on 1 May, the Deputy Director General of the Universal Postal Union (UPU) Pascal Clivaz 
stressed UPU’s role in achieving the 17 sustainable development goals (SDGs). 

 
 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 11 May 2019] 
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html 

10 May 2019  
Progress report on SDG 9 targets 
   VIENNA, - A new report, Statistical Indicators of Inclusive and Sustainable Industrialization, highlights 

the progress made towards achieving the industry-related targets of the 2030 Agenda. The report is 
primarily based on the six Sustainable Development Goal 9 indicators related to industrialization, for 
which the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) is designated as the custodian 

agency. 
 
 

International Organization for Standardization (ISO)  [to 11 May 2019] 
https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/ 
By Clare Naden on 9 May 2019  

New standard helps SMEs get ahead with ISO 14001  
   Implementing an environmental management system (EMS) based on ISO 14001 might seem like a 
big task, but that doesn’t mean it is just for the bigger players in the market. Breaking it down into 

phases is the key. A newly revised guidance document just published helps businesses of all shapes 
and sizes...  
 

By Rick Gould on 8 May 2019  
The high-tech world of toilets  

https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release/multi-hazard-early-warning-conference-confronts-cascading-impacts-of-extreme
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release/multi-hazard-early-warning-conference-confronts-cascading-impacts-of-extreme
http://news.upu.int/
http://news.upu.int/no_cache/nd/upu-director-general-reinforces-support-for-small-island-development/
http://news.upu.int/no_cache/nd/building-bridges-building-lives/
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html
https://www.unido.org/news/progress-report-sdg-9-targets
https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/
https://www.iso.org/news/ref2393.html
https://www.iso.org/news/ref2389.html


   

  

   Well over half the world’s population does not have access to safe sanitation. For many people, this 
means the indignity and risks that come of having no toilets. The answer, it seems, lies in new 

sustainable treatment plants. ISO and the Gates Foundation have joined forces to show how clean 
toilets...  
 

By Robert Bartram on 8 May 2019  
Driving into a cleaner future  
   As governments, business and the ordinary consumer attempt to recalibrate their daily existence to 

avoid the consumption of fossil fuels, we are often frustrated by the sheer scale and size of the task. 
What, we often ask, can we do to make a difference?  
 

8 May 2019  
The green heart of Costa Rica 
Hosting 6 % of the world’s biodiversity on its tiny land mass, it’s no wonder Costa Rica is committed to 

protecting the environment. Now, the next milestone on the political agenda is achieving carbon 
neutrality. Mauricio Céspedes, Executive Director at INTECO, ISO’s member for the country, explains...  
Sectors:  
 

8 May 2019  
Beyond technology  
   The same disruptive technologies that are changing our lives and revolutionizing virtually every 

sector of the economy can be used to create a more sustainable world. By setting the standards that 
frame these initiatives, ISO/TC 207 helps scale solutions to our most urgent environmental challenges.   
 

By Elizabeth Gasiorowski-Denis on 8 May 2019  
What technologies are helping us go green in the latest ISOfocus?  
   Due to the rising energy scarcity as well as global warming, countries are now paying much closer 

attention to clean-energy technologies and using green tech in industry. ISO has just released its 
May/June 2019 issue of ISOfocus dedicated to everything clean, green and sustainable.  
 

By Clare Naden on 7 May 2019  
First International Standards for sustainable and traceable cocoa just published  
   Cocoa is a tricky business. The prime ingredient in one of the world’s favourite treats, chocolate, the 

humble cocoa bean, is a difficult crop to cultivate. What’s more, it is mostly grown on smallholder 
farms in regions of the world that lack adequate infrastructure and offer poor living conditions....  
 

 
UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 11 May 2019] 
http://media.unwto.org/news 

No new digest content identified. 
 
 

WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 11 May 2019] 
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CBD  Convention on Biological Diversity [to 11 May 2019] 

https://www.iso.org/news/ref2392.html
https://www.iso.org/news/ref2391.html
https://www.iso.org/news/ref2390.html
https://www.iso.org/news/ref2388.html
https://www.iso.org/news/ref2387.html
http://media.unwto.org/news
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/


   

  

http://www.cbd.int/press-releases/  
2019-05-06 

IPBES Global Assessment underscores need for transformational change to safeguard life 
on Earth 
   6 May 2019 – The world needs transformative change if life on Earth is to be safeguarded and 

people are to continue to receive the services and benefits that nature provides, according to a new 
report from an international team of leading researchers. 
 

:::::: 
 
USAID [to 11 May 2019] 

https://www.usaid.gov/news-information 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Announcements 
USAID Administrator Mark Green Condemning the Attack on U.S. Non-Governmental 

Organization In Kabul  
May 9, 2019 
   The United States Agency for International Development (USAID) strongly condemns yesterday's 
attack by the Taliban on Counterpart International, a U.S. non-profit organization and implementing 

partner of USAID in Kabul, Afghanistan. 
 
U.S. Agency for International Development Administrator Mark Green's Opening Remarks 

to the Senate Foreign Relations Committee on the FY2020 Budget Request  
May 8, 2019 
Remarks 

   Members, in order to capture some of the important work that so many of you have referenced, I'd 
like to touch briefly on a few of my recent travels. I just returned from Ethiopia and Côte d'Ivoire with 
Senior Advisor to the President, Ivanka Trump. While there, we met with women leaders and 

entrepreneurs to advance the Women's Global Development and Prosperity Initiative. We discussed 
ways to improve the enabling environment for women entrepreneurs, and advance issues like access to 
credit for women entrepreneurs at all levels. 

  
 
DFID  [to 11 May 2019] 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development 
8 May 2019 — Press release 
Rory Stewart comments on IDC report into use of UK aid to tackle climate change  

   Statement from the Secretary of State for International Development on the publication of Commons 
International Development Committee report. 
 

 
ECHO  [to 11 May 2019] 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news 

No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 

 
African Union [to 11 May 2019] 
http://www.au.int/ 

http://www.cbd.int/press-releases/
https://www.cbd.int/doc/press/2019/pr-2019-05-06-IPBES-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/press/2019/pr-2019-05-06-IPBES-en.pdf
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/may-9-2019-administrator-mark-green-condemning-attack-us-non-governmental
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/may-9-2019-administrator-mark-green-condemning-attack-us-non-governmental
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/may-8-2019-usaid-administrator-mark-green-sfrc-fy2020-budget-request
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/may-8-2019-usaid-administrator-mark-green-sfrc-fy2020-budget-request
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/rory-stewart-comments-on-idc-report-into-use-of-uk-aid-to-tackle-climate-change
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news
http://www.au.int/


   

  

[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of Social 
May 08, 2019  

Affairs Commissioner Launches Africa CDC Initiative to Protect Africa  
Social Affairs Commissioner Launches Africa CDC Initiative to Protect Africa against Dangerous 
Pathogens 

 
 
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations  [to 11 May 2019] 

http://asean.org/category/news/asean-secretariat-news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
European Commission [to 11 May 2019] 
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1 

06/05/2019   
An overwhelming majority of Europeans are concerned about the loss of biodiversity and 
support stronger EU action to protect nature    
   -  According to a new survey, Europeans are increasingly concerned about the state of the natural 

world. In an overwhelming consensus, 96 % of the more than 27.000 interviewed citizens said that we 
have a responsibility to protect nature and that this is also essential for tackling climate change.  
 

 

OECD  [to 11 May 2019] 

http://www.oecd.org/  
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
9-May-2019 
Governments should step up their efforts to give people skills to seize opportunities in a 
digital world  

   Governments must urgently step up their efforts to improve their education and training policies to 
help more people reap the benefits of the digital transformation and to reduce the risk of automation 
widening inequalities and driving unemployment, according to a new OECD report.  
 

 
Organization of American States (OAS)   [to 11 May 2019] 
http://www.oas.org/en/ 

Press Releases 
OAS Permanent Council to Consider “The removal of parliamentary immunity of several 
representatives of the National Assembly of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela” 

May 9, 2019 
 
Press Conference on Crimes Against Humanity in Cuba 

May 8, 2019 
   The General Secretariat of the Organization of American States (OAS) will host a press conference by 
the NGO Cuban Prisoners Defenders (CPD) on Tuesday, May 14 at 09:30 EDT (13:30 EDT) at the 

Organization’s headquarters in Washington, DC. 
   During the event, CPD will present an international complaint that has submitted to different fora 
(the International Criminal Court, United Nations Committees, the Inter-American Commission on 

https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20190508/social-affairs-commissioner-launches-africa-cdc-initiative-protect-africa
http://asean.org/category/news/asean-secretariat-news/
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-19-2360_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-19-2360_en.htm
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/publicationsdocuments/bydate/
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/governments-should-step-up-their-efforts-to-give-people-skills-to-seize-opportunities-in-a-digital-world.htm
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/governments-should-step-up-their-efforts-to-give-people-skills-to-seize-opportunities-in-a-digital-world.htm
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_releases.asp
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=AVI-109/19
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=AVI-109/19
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=AVI-106/19


   

  

Human Rights, and others) on serious human rights violations and crimes against humanity committed 
by the Cuban regime. The complaint refers to the thousands of Cuban medical personnel who are 

forced to serve in medical missions abroad, under conditions of slavery, for the economic benefit of the 
Cuban government… 
 

 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 11 May 2019] 
https://www.oic-oci.org/home/?lan=en 

09/05/2019  
OIC Women Consultative Council holds its fourth meeting at the General Secretariat in 
Jeddah 

   At the invitation of the Ministry of Women, National Solidarity, Family and Humanitarian Action of 
Burkina Faso, and in coordination with the General Secretariat of the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation (OIC), the Women Consultative Council (WCC) established by the Ministerial Conference 

on the Role of Women in Development in Member States, will hold its fourth meeting at the OIC 
General Secretariat in Jeddah, on 12 May 2019. 
 
 

Group of 77  [to 11 May 2019] 
http://www.g77.org/ 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by Ms. Nada Tarbush, First Secretary, Permanent 

Mission of the State of Palestine to the United Nations, on agenda item 149: Administrative and 
budgetary aspects of the financing of the United Nations peacekeeping operations: United Nations 
Logistics Base (UNLB), at the second resumed part of the seventy- third session of the Fifth Committee 

of the United Nations General Assembly (New York, 8 May 2019) 
 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by Ms. Nada Tarbush, First Secretary, Permanent 

Mission of the State of Palestine to the United Nations, on agenda item 150: Administrative and 
budgetary aspects of financing United Nations peacekeeping operations: Cross-cutting issues, at the 
second resumed part of the seventy-third session of the Fifth Committee of the United Nations General 

Assembly (New York, 8 May 2019) 
 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by Ms. Nada Tarbush, First Secretary, Permanent 

Mission of the State of Palestine to the United Nations, on agenda item 134: Financial reports and 
audited financial statements, and reports of the Board of Auditors (b) United Nations peacekeeping 
operations, at the second resumed part of the seventy-third session of the Fifth Committee of the 

United Nations General Assembly (New York, 7 May 2019) 
 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by Ms Sahar Nasser, First Secretary at the Mission of 

the State of Palestine to the UN, at the 14th session of the United Nations Forum on Forests (New 
York, 6 May 2019) 
 

:::::: 
 
UNCTAD  [to 11 May 2019] 

http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives]  
Press Releases 

https://www.oic-oci.org/home/?lan=en
https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=20883&ref=11815&lan=en
https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=20883&ref=11815&lan=en
http://www.g77.org/
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http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=190508
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http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=190507
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=190506b
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http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx


   

  

07 May 2019 –  
United Nations helping nations keep pace with technology and innovation, use it for 

development 
Building resilient communities, including with “citizen science” 
   The pace, problems and promises offered by rapid technological change is the central discussion 

point for ministerial representatives meeting at the UN’s European headquarters in Geneva from 13 to 
17 May to explore the benefits of science and technology for sustainable development. 
   They will be joined by eminent scientists, leading innovators and technology thinkers for the 22nd 

annual session of the United Nations Commission on Science and Technology for Development (CSTD) 
at the Palais des Nations. 
   They will discuss the sustainable development implications of science, technology and innovation 

(STI), including information communication technologies, at a time when rapid technological change 
offers unprecedented opportunities to deliver on the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)… 
 

 
World Customs Organization – WCO  [to 11 May 2019] 
http://www.wcoomd.org/ 
10 May 2019  

WCO Asia/Pacific Regional Heads of Customs Administrations Conference  
 
07 May 2019  

Highlights of the WCO Global Conference on the future of the Harmonized System  
 
 

WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 11 May 2019] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
10 May 2019 

UN’s Guterres underscores importance of revitalizing multilateral trade cooperation 
   A rules-based, non-discriminatory and equitable trading system is not only in the interest of all 
trading partners but is essential to preserving the interests of the poorest and most vulnerable 

economies, United Nations Secretary-General António Guterres told WTO members on 10 May. 
Speaking at a special session of the WTO’s General Council, Secretary-General Guterres, alongside 
Director-General Roberto Azevêdo and General Council Chair Sunanta Kangvalkulkij, said members 

need to work to restore the spirit of international cooperation and “buttress this unique institution that 
has safeguarded international trading relationships over the past 70 years”.  
 

Special session of the General Council — Visit of UN Secretary-General Guterres 
Speech 
10 May 2019 

 
WTO launches updated profiles on trade in value-added terms and global value chains 
9 May 2019 

    The WTO released on 9 May an updated set of profiles for 64 WTO members, revealing the share of 
domestic and foreign components in the exports of these economies and their participation in global 
value chains (GVCs). The profiles also shed light on the contribution of the services sector to trade and 

the value of trade in intermediate products for each of the economies covered by the profiles. 

:::::: 

https://unctad.org/en/Pages/PressRelease.aspx?OriginalVersionID=508
https://unctad.org/en/Pages/PressRelease.aspx?OriginalVersionID=508
https://unctad.org/en/pages/MeetingDetails.aspx?meetingid=1892
https://unctad.org/en/pages/MeetingDetails.aspx?meetingid=1892
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/?menu=1300
http://www.wcoomd.org/
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/media/newsroom/2019/may/wco-asia-pacific-regional-heads-of-customs-administrations-conference.aspx
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/media/newsroom/2019/may/highlights-of-the-wco-global-conference-on-the-future-of-the-harmonized-system.aspx
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news19_e/gc_10may19_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/spra_e/spra261_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news19_e/miwi_09may19_e.htm


   

  

IPU  Inter-Parliamentary Union   [to 11 May 2019] 
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases 

No new digest content identified.. 
 
 

International Court of Justice  [to 11 May 2019] 
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Criminal Court (ICC)  [to 11 May 2019] 

Trying individuals for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/ 
Press Release : 9 May 2019 

ICC and UN call to mobilise humanity against crimes 
 
Statement : 8 May 2019 
Statement to the United Nations Security Council on the Situation in Libya, pursuant to 

UNSCR 1970 (2011) 
 
:::::: 

 
World Bank [to 11 May 2019] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 

[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week]  
World Bank EUR-Denominated Sustainable Development Bond Highlights the Importance 

of Water and Ocean Resources 
Washington, D.C, May 10, 2019 —The World Bank (International Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development, IBRD, Aaa/AAA) launched a Sustainable Development Bond to raise awareness for the 

critical role that...  
Date: May 10, 2019 Type: Press Release  
 

Electrification Efforts in Sub-Saharan Africa Must Address Root Causes of Low Access 
WASHINGTON, May 9, 2019 – While several Sub-Saharan African countries have made progress in 
expanding electricity access in recent years, the overall state of electrification in Africa is still far from...  

Date: May 09, 2019 Type: Publication 
 
The Pandemic Emergency Financing Facility (PEF) released an additional $10 million for 

Ebola response activities in the Democratic Republic of Congo 
On May 4, 2019, the Pandemic Emergency Financing Facility (PEF) Steering Body approved the release 
of an additional $10 million from the Cash Window to finance surge response activities for the 

ongoing...  
Date: May 09, 2019 Type: Statement  
 

Education for all in Haiti 
Challenge  Prior to 2010, Haiti’s fragile education system faced a complex situation, including 
challenges on  both the demand and the supply sides. The sector was plagued by a lack of reliable...  

https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases
https://www.icc-cpi.int/
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=pr1453
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=180508-otp-statement-libya-UNSC
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=180508-otp-statement-libya-UNSC
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2019/05/10/world-bank-eur-denominated-sustainable-development-bond-highlights-the-importance-of-water-and-ocean-resources
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2019/05/10/world-bank-eur-denominated-sustainable-development-bond-highlights-the-importance-of-water-and-ocean-resources
http://www.worldbank.org/en/region/afr/publication/electricity-access-sub-saharan-africa
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/statement/2019/05/09/the-pandemic-emergency-financing-facility-pef-released-an-additional-10-million-for-ebola-response-activities-in-the-democratic-republic-of-congo
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/statement/2019/05/09/the-pandemic-emergency-financing-facility-pef-released-an-additional-10-million-for-ebola-response-activities-in-the-democratic-republic-of-congo
http://www.worldbank.org/en/results/2019/05/06/education-for-all-in-haiti


   

  

Date: May 06, 2019 Type: Result Brief 
 

 
IMF  [to 11 May 2019] 
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article 

[We generally limit coverage to regional or Africa-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
May 7, 2019  Speech 

How to Ensure the Effective and Sustainable Financing of International Development  
By Christine Lagarde, IMF Managing Director 
Paris Forum 

Our focus today is on sustainability. Sustainable debt for sustainable growth—and, may I add, on a 
sustainable planet and for a sustainable future.  
 

The challenge of attaining the SDGs  
   We are all committed to see low-income countries make decisive and lasting advances in 
development.  
   This commitment is embodied in the Sustainable Development Goals, or SDGs—the noble trifecta of 

economic prosperity, social inclusion, and environmental sustainability.  
   Attaining the SDGs is both an economic and ethical imperative.  
   Yet we face a steep uphill climb. Our work at the IMF has shown that many countries need to 

significantly scale up spending to meet the SDGs by 2030.  
   The additional spending needs in vital areas such as health, education, and priority infrastructure 
represent as much as 15 percentage points of GDP on average in low-income developing countries—

which is equivalent to about half a trillion US dollars in 2030. This is clearly a considerable challenge.  
   How can this be financed in a way that is sustainable? This is the key question. The first step begins 
at home—raising more domestic revenue, making spending more efficient, reducing corruption, and 

improving the business environment.  
   We believe that countries can raise as much as 5 percentage points of GDP in additional tax 
revenue—ambitious, but doable.  

   But this alone will not be enough. Developing countries will also need support from the international 
community—from bilateral donors, international institutions, and the private sector.  
   On the latter: It is high time for the private sector to embrace a greater sense of social responsibility, 

focusing more on long-term development and less on short-term profit. Fortunately, we are seeing far 
greater interest in “impact investing” and financial instruments that embrace environmental, social, and 
governance issues. This certainly bodes well for the SDGs...  

 
 
African Development Bank Group  [to 11 May 2019] 

http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Africa-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
UN, African Development Bank, Encourage African countries to join UN international water 
management body 
   09/05/2019 - The African Development Bank and the United Nations Water Convention have agreed 

to jointly encourage African countries to join the UN water management organization to promote 
integrated and sustainable management of surface and groundwater resources. 
  

http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article
https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2019/05/07/sp050719-how-to-ensure-the-effective-and-sustainable-financing-of-international-development
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/un-african-development-bank-encourage-african-countries-to-join-un-international-water-management-body-19262/
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/un-african-development-bank-encourage-african-countries-to-join-un-international-water-management-body-19262/


   

  

 
Asian Development Bank  [to 11 May 2019] 

http://www.adb.org/news/releases 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-
level announcements are added each week] 
10 May 2019 
Empowered Women Will Drive Economic Growth in the Pacific — ADB 
Making it easier for women in the Pacific to start businesses and gain formal employment will improve 

livelihoods and create more open and productive economies, says a recently released book by ADB. 
 
 

Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank   [to 11 May 2019] 
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-
level announcements are added each week] 
News  
Beijing, China, May 09, 2019 
AIIB reaches new milestone by pricing debut global bond to unlock financing for 

infrastructure 
:: USD 2.5 billion five-year bond demonstrates investor commitment to driving socio-economic 
development in Asia. 

:: This much-anticipated inaugural transaction in the debt capital markets attracted over 4.4 billion 
orders from over 90 investors across the globe representing 27 countries. 
:: Capital raised will further catalyze sustainable infrastructure development, cross-border connectivity 

and ESG Investing Principles in Emerging Asia. 
:: High-impact transport, water, and clean-energy projects will be among those to benefit from AIIB’s 
access to the capital markets. 

 
 
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 11 May 2019] 

https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news 
10 MAY 19 
UN food agencies to visit Lao PDR to support efforts to boost nutrition  

 
08 MAY 19 
UN food agencies step up joint efforts to tackle rural gender inequalities  

 
 
Islamic Development Bank  [to 11 May 2019] 

https://www.isdb.org/ 
Pakistan 
Pakistan Talent Wins Islamic Development Bank Funding to Solve SDGs 

   The Islamic Development Bank (IsDB) has awarded Pakistani innovators, researchers and 
entrepreneurs seed capital and business skills mentoring as part of its fifth edition of the Transformers 
Roadshow competition, held in association with COMSTECH. The Roadshow is a global initiative in 

which applicants are invited to pitch ideas accelerating one or more of the UN Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs).  
4 May 2019  

http://www.adb.org/news/releases
https://www.adb.org/news/empowered-women-will-drive-economic-growth-pacific-adb
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/2019/20190509_001.html
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/2019/20190509_001.html
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/41131136
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/41131967
https://www.isdb.org/
https://www.isdb.org/news/pakistan-talent-wins-islamic-development-bank-funding-to-solve-sdgs


   

  

 
 

*                       *                       *                        * 
 

 

:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
   We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new research and 
major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, collaborations, and initiatives 
across the human rights, humanitarian response and development spheres of action.  WE will not 
reference fundraising announcements, programs, events or appeals, and generally not include content 
which is primarily photo-documentation or video in format. 
 
 
Action Contre la Faim – Action Against Hunger  [to 11 May 2019] 

http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org 
Posté le 9 mai 2019  
Sierra Leone 

Après Ébola les nombreux défis d’un pays fragilisé 
   En Sierra Leone, la population doit faire face à de hauts taux de malnutrition et une pauvreté qui 
touche plus de la moitié du pays. En permettant une émancipation des femmes, en formant les pères 

et en soutenant les systèmes de santé combattant le virus, nos actions renforcent la sécurité 
alimentaire du pays. 
 
 

Alliance for International Medical Action (ALIMA)  [to 11 May 2019] 
https://www.alima-ngo.org/en/press-room 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 11 May 2019] 

http://amref.org/news/news/ 
Latest News    
Amref in MK61million emergency response project in Chikwawa 

10 May, 2019 / by Amref Health Africa 
 
Applying the Social Enterprise Approach for Sustainable Wash Solutions 

8 May, 2019 / by Caroline Khamala 
   
 

Aravind Eye Care System  [to 11 May 2019] 
http://www.aravind.org/default/currentnewscontent 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BRAC  [to 11 May 2019] 

http://www.brac.net/#news 
May 12, 2019  
Breaking conventions by liberating structures 

http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/
https://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/a-la-une/apres-ebola-les-nombreux-defis-dun-pays-fragilise/
https://www.alima-ngo.org/en/press-room
http://amref.org/news/news/
http://amref.org/news/news/
https://amref.org/news/amref-mk61million-emergency-response-project-chikwawa/
https://amref.org/news/applying-social-enterprise-approach-sustainable-wash-solutions/
https://amref.org/news/amref-health-africa-responds-cyclone-idai-disaster/
https://amref.org/news/amref-health-africa-responds-cyclone-idai-disaster/
http://www.aravind.org/default/currentnewscontent
http://www.brac.net/#news
http://blog.brac.net/breaking-conventions-by-liberating-structures/


   

  

by Refat Bin Reza Rafi  
   Conventional structures used to organise how people work can stifle inclusion and engagement. We 

had the opportunity to learn about powerful methods that help break conventions and get everyone 
meaningfully engaged… 
 

 
CARE International  [to 11 May 2019] 
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases 

10th May 2019    
Over a Hundred Thousand Civilians Have Nowhere to Seek Refuge as Violence in Syria’s 
Idlib Intensifies 

10th May 2019     
   CARE International is extremely alarmed by the recent escalation of violence in northwestern Syria, 
including in areas in and around the demilitarized zone. 

 
Joint Statement: 22 NGOs Call for Action to Strengthen the Protection of Civilians in Armed 
Conflict 
 8th May 2019    

   We collectively urge Security Council members, the UN Secretary-General, and all UN Member States 
to take full advantage of the opportunity of these important anniversaries to meaningfully improve 
civilian protection in country-specific situations and advance an ambitious vision for the protection of 

civilians agenda. 
 
 

Clubhouse International  [to 11 May 2019] 
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 11 May 2019] 

https://www.drc.dk/news 
No new digest content identified. 
  

 
ECPAT  [to 11 May 2019]  
http://www.ecpat.net/news 

News & Updates 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
Fountain House  [to 11 May 2019] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press 

Posted on: May 1, 2019  
Fountain House opens new social enterprise, Fountain House + Body, in SoHo to provide 
paid employment opportunities and retail experience to people with serious mental illness 

   Kate Spade New York Foundation partners with Fountain House to support new social enterprise to 
challenge the stigma around mental illness 
 

http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases
https://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases/over-a-hundred-thousand-civilians-have-nowhere-to-seek-refuge-as-violence-in-syrias-idlib-intensifies
https://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases/over-a-hundred-thousand-civilians-have-nowhere-to-seek-refuge-as-violence-in-syrias-idlib-intensifies
https://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases/joint-statement-22-ngos-call-for-action-to-strengthen-the-protection-of-civilians-in-armed-conflict
https://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases/joint-statement-22-ngos-call-for-action-to-strengthen-the-protection-of-civilians-in-armed-conflict
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html
https://www.drc.dk/news
http://www.ecpat.net/news
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press
https://www.fountainhouse.org/news/fountain-house-opens-new-social-enterprise-fountain-house-body
https://www.fountainhouse.org/news/fountain-house-opens-new-social-enterprise-fountain-house-body


   

  

 
Humanity & Inclusion  [nee Handicap International]  [to 11 May 2019]  

http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Heifer International  [to 11 May 2019] 

http://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases.html 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HelpAge International  [to 11 May 2019]  
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/ 
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
No new digest content identified. 

 

 
ICRC  [to 11 May 2019] 

https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
Florence Nightingale Medal: Honoring exceptional nurses and nursing aides - 2019 
recipients 

   Twenty-nine outstanding nurses from 19 countries have been awarded the Florence Nightingale 
Medal, which recognizes exceptional courage and devotion to victims of armed conflict or natural 
disaster. 

12-05-2019 | Article  
 
Hellenic Parliament, ICRC address humanitarian needs of missing migrants, families  

   Athens (ICRC) – The Hellenic Parliament, supported by the International Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC), held a special session for lawmakers and other important groups to discuss humanitarian and 
legal issues concerning the fate of the missing peo 

10-05-2019 | News release  
 
 

 
IFRC   [to 11 May 2019] 
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/ 

Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
Switzerland 
World Red Cross Red Crescent Day: Celebrating “14 million points of hope” 

   Geneva, 8 May 2019 – On World Red Cross and Red Crescent Day 2019, the International Federation 
of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) is celebrating the nearly 14 million Red Cross and Red 
Crescent volunteers around the world who provide a lif … 

 
 
International Medical Corps (IMC)   [to 11 May 2019] 

http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases
http://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases.html
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/florence-nightingale-medal-honoring-exceptional-nurses-and-nursing-aides-2019-recipients
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/florence-nightingale-medal-honoring-exceptional-nurses-and-nursing-aides-2019-recipients
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/hellenic-parliament-icrc-address-humanitarian-needs-missing-migrants-families
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/world-red-cross-red-crescent-day-celebrating-14-million-points-hope/


   

  

https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IRC  International Rescue Committee  [to 11 May 2019] 

http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 
Press Release  
Yemen: Positive step for the people as withdrawal from Hodeidah promised 

May 11, 2019  
 
Press Release  

As Ebola cases spike, IRC’s David Miliband visits DRC: “The situation is far more dangerous 
than the statistic of 1000 deaths, itself the second largest in history, suggests” 
May 10, 2019  

 
 
IRCT  [to 11 May 2019] 
https://irct.org/ 

No new digest content identified. 
 
 

Islamic Relief Worldwide  [to 11 May 2019]  
https://www.islamic-relief.org/ 
Latest News 
Kosova 
Why poor families in Kosova are taking up poultry farming 
Published: 10 May, 2019  

 
Global 
Ramadan food distributions underway 

Published: 7 May, 2019  
 
 

Landsea   [to 11 May 2019] 
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Medecins du Monde   [to 11 May 2019]  

http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
Mercy Corps [to 11 May 2019] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 

No new digest content identified. 
 
 

https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/yemen-positive-step-people-withdrawal-hodeidah-promised
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/ebola-cases-spike-ircs-david-miliband-visits-drc-situation-far-more-dangerous
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/ebola-cases-spike-ircs-david-miliband-visits-drc-situation-far-more-dangerous
https://irct.org/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/why-poor-families-in-kosova-are-taking-up-poultry-farming/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/ramadan-food-distributions-underway/
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases


   

  

Operation Smile  [to 11 May 2019] 
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office 

Program Schedule 
Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve every 
opportunity for safe surgical care.  
 
Retired Nurse Celebrates National Nurses Week by Preparing for 60th Medial Mission with 
Global Children’s Charity, Operation Smile 

Press Release   Posted 5/7/2019  
   Helping others is a way of life for Linda Highfield. “I have a passion for people. Giving back 
completes me,” said Highfield, an Operating Room Nurse who recently retired from Ohio Health 

Hospital Systems… 
 
 

OXFAM [to 11 May 2019] 
http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases 
Selected News/Announcements 
G7 must commit to feminist aid agenda to tackle tackle poverty and economic inequality 

9 May 2019 
   G7 development aid must prioritize the needs of women and girls if they are to tackle poverty and 
economic inequality, said Oxfam today as G7 Ministers prepare for a meeting on gender equality in P 

 
European stakeholders call for immediate action in face of climate emergency 
7 May 2019 

   Hundreds of European cities, regions, businesses, youth and faith groups and civil society 
organisations are urging European leaders to take decisive action to respond to the climate emergency 
by profoundly altering the way we run our societies and economies to limit temperature rise to 1.5°C. 

 
 
Norwegian Refugee Council   [to 11 May 2019] 

http://www.nrc.no/ 
Latest news from NRC 
Global | 10. May 2019  

What you should know about people who are displaced in their own country 
   Last year alone, 28 million people were displaced in their own country as a result of conflict and 
disaster, according to a new report from the Norwegian Refugee Council’s Internal Displacement 

Monitoring Centre (IDMC).  
 
Global | 09. May 2019  

More people displaced inside their own countries than ever before 
   10 May 2019, Geneva – A record 41.3 million people are displaced inside their own countries because 
of conflict and violence, according to a new report by the Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre 

(IDMC) of the Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC).  
 
South Sudan | 09. May 2019  

South Sudanese people long for peace as key deadline passes 

http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office
http://www.operationsmile.org/approach/program-schedule
https://www.operationsmile.org/press-release/retired-nurse-celebrates-national-nurses-week-preparing-60th-medial-mission-global
https://www.operationsmile.org/press-release/retired-nurse-celebrates-national-nurses-week-preparing-60th-medial-mission-global
http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases
https://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases/2019-05-09/g7-must-commit-feminist-aid-agenda-tackle-tackle-poverty-and
https://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases/2019-05-06/european-stakeholders-call-immediate-action-face-climate
http://www.nrc.no/
http://www.nrc.no/news/2019/may/idmc-press-release/
http://www.nrc.no/news/2019/may/idmc-press-release/
http://www.nrc.no/news/2019/may/South-Sudanese-long-for-peace/


   

  

    South Sudan’s leaders must ensure a power-sharing government is in place within the new extended 
timeframe as millions of war-weary citizens cannot afford any more delays to the peace process, the 

Norwegian Refugee Council has warned.  
 
 

Pact  [to 11 May 2019] 
http://www.pactworld.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Partners In Health  [to 11 May 2019] 

http://www.pih.org/blog  
May 10, 2019  
Ebola Survivor Fights Odds and Expands Her Family  

Mariama Kamara beat the odds and survived Ebola in August 2016, then took in several children 
orphaned by the disease. She is one of many caregivers in Sierra Leone who adopted children in the 
wake of the world's largest Ebola epidemic 
 

 
PATH  [to 11 May 2019]  
https://www.path.org/media-center/  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

Plan International/BORNEfonden  [to 11 May 2019] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Save The Children [to 11 May 2019] 

https://www.savethechildren.net/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
SOS-Kinderdorf International  [to 11 May 2019] 
https://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/news 

All News 
Burkina Faso – May 9 2019  
Unrest creates deepening risks for children 

Violence, displacement, and deteriorating humanitarian conditions raise the risks of family separation 
and abuse of girls and boys 
SOS Children’s Villages plans to support up to 1,200 children in northern Burkina Faso, where regional 

unrest and displacement contribute to the worsening humanitarian situation. 
 
 

Tostan  [to 11 May 2019] 
http://www.tostan.org 
No new digest content identified. 

http://www.pactworld.org/
http://www.pih.org/blog
https://www.pih.org/article/ebola-survivor-fights-odds-and-expands-her-family
https://www.path.org/media-center/
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre
https://www.savethechildren.net/news
https://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/news
https://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/news/burkina-faso-unrest-creates-deepening-risks-for-ch
http://www.tostan.org/latest-news


   

  

 
 

Women for Women International  [to 11 May 2019]  
https://www.womenforwomen.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Vision  [to 11 May 2019] 

http://wvi.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

:::::: 
 
Center for Media Ethics and Responsibility/CMFR   [to 11 May 2019] 

http://cmfr-phil.org/media-ethics-responsibility/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

Electronic Frontiers Foundation 
https://www.eff.org/updates?type=press_release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Freedom House [to 11 May 2019] 

https://freedomhouse.org/news 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Research 
Benin’s Unrest Reflects a Broader Worrying Trend in West Africa 

May 10 2019 - 11:06am 
Across West Africa, several countries’ democratic reputations are under threat. 
 

Beijing’s Persecution of the Uighurs Is a Modern Take on an Old Theme 
May 8 2019 - 11:27am 
Like its totalitarian antecedents, the Chinese regime is willing to break entire cultures in pursuit of 

artificial conformity. 
 
 

Human Rights Watch  [to 11 May 2019] 
https://www.hrw.org/ 
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases 

May 10, 2019  
Brazil: Mothers at Risk of Illegal Detention  
Brazilian mothers of small children and of people with disabilities and pregnant women accused of non-

violent crimes remain in pretrial detention despite a new law that expressly prohibits this 
 
Zimbabwe 
May 10, 2019 News Release 
Zimbabwe: Add Key Protections to Education Bill 
 

https://www.womenforwomen.org/
http://wvi.org/newsroom
http://cmfr-phil.org/media-ethics-responsibility/
https://www.eff.org/updates?type=press_release
https://freedomhouse.org/news
https://freedomhouse.org/blog/benin-s-unrest-reflects-broader-worrying-trend-west-africa
https://freedomhouse.org/blog/beijing-s-persecution-uighurs-modern-take-old-theme
https://www.hrw.org/
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases
https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/05/10/brazil-mothers-risk-illegal-detention
https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/05/10/zimbabwe-add-key-protections-education-bill


   

  

Middle East/North Africa 
May 9, 2019 News Release 

Yemen: Warehouse Blast Kills Schoolchildren  
 
 

Transparency International  [to 11 May 2019] 
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
::::: 
 

Bond  [to 11 May 2019] 
https://www.bond.org.uk/ 
News and views 
Brexit: threats and opportunities for international development 
9 May 2019  
Claire Godfrey 
An update on the Brexit situation and what we want to see from the negotiations to ensure the best 

deal for the world's poorest people.  
 
Safeguarding inquiry: progress, challenges and opportunities 

8 May 2019  
An update on the action that Bond and its members are taking to improve the sector’s approach to 
eradicating sexual exploitation, abuse and harassment and unacceptable abuses of power.  

 
9 lessons learned campaigning for aid 
8 May 2019  

Richard Darlington 
Nine recommendations for better advocacy, based on the experience of a campaign coordinating 
efforts to make the case for aid.  

 
 
ChildFund Alliance  [to 11 May 2019] 

https://childfundalliance.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CONCORD  [to 11 May 2019] 
http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/ 

May 9, 2019  
Talking Development Podcast Ep.1 (with Tanya Cox) – Beyond Growth: An Economic 
System that works for Everyone 

What is at stake during May's European Parliament Elections? In this first episode of our short series of 
podcasts, CONCORD's Director Tanya Cox urges us to vote for politicians who will rethink our economic 
system to serve all people and the planet.   

 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 11 May 2019] 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/05/09/yemen-warehouse-blast-kills-schoolchildren
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases
https://www.bond.org.uk/news
https://www.bond.org.uk/news/2019/05/brexit-threats-and-opportunities-for-international-development
https://www.bond.org.uk/person/claire-godfrey
https://www.bond.org.uk/news/2019/05/safeguarding-inquiry-progress-challenges-and-opportunities
https://www.bond.org.uk/news/2019/05/9-lessons-learned-campaigning-for-aid
https://www.bond.org.uk/person/richard-darlington
https://childfundalliance.org/
http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/
https://concordeurope.org/blog/2019/05/09/talking-development-tanyacox/
https://concordeurope.org/blog/2019/05/09/talking-development-tanyacox/


   

  

http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre 
LATEST PRESS RELEASES 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

The Elders  [to 11 May 2019] 
http://theelders.org/news-media 
Selected Press Releases and Major Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

Evidence Aid   [to 11 May 2019] 
http://www.evidenceaid.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gavi [to 11 May 2019] 
https://www.gavi.org/ 

09 May 2019 
Inactivated polio vaccine now introduced worldwide 
 
 
Global Fund  [to 11 May 2019] 
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/ 

News 
Global Fund Partners with PharmAccess to Accelerate Universal Health Coverage in Africa  
09 May 2019 

   The Global Fund today announced a partnership agreement with PharmAccess Foundation to support 
African countries accelerate progress toward universal health coverage by harnessing digital 
technology. 

 
News 
PMI and Global Fund Support Launch of Senegal-Gambia Cooperation in Fight Against 

Malaria  
05 May 2019 
   Today, the governments of Senegal and The Gambia officially launched a joint campaign to distribute 

11 million mosquito nets to fight malaria. This is the first cooperative effort to synchronize nationwide 
mass net distribution on both sides of an international border. 
 
 
Hilton Prize Coalition [to 11 May 2019] 
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/ 

No new digest content identified. 
 
 

ICVA - International Council of Voluntary Agencies   [to 11 May 2019] 
https://icvanetwork.org/ 
Upcoming events 

http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre
http://theelders.org/news-media
http://www.evidenceaid.org/
https://www.gavi.org/
https://www.gavi.org/library/news/press-releases/2019/inactivated-polio-vaccine-now-introduced-worldwide/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/2019-05-09-global-fund-partners-with-pharmaccess-to-accelerate-universal-health-coverage-in-africa/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/2019-05-05-pmi-and-global-fund-support-launch-of-senegal-gambia-cooperation-in-fight-against-malaria/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/2019-05-05-pmi-and-global-fund-support-launch-of-senegal-gambia-cooperation-in-fight-against-malaria/
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/
https://icvanetwork.org/


   

  

Closing the Gaps in the Humanitarian Response to Sexual and Gender Based Violence  
May 24, 2019 - 8:00am to 6:00pm 

Oslo, Norway 
 
 

INEE – an international network for education in emergencies   [to 11 May 2019] 
http://www.ineesite.org/en/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
InterAction  [to 11 May 2019] 

http://www.interaction.org/ 
U.S. Foreign Assistance  
Community Reactions to Cut-off in Foreign Assistance to Northern Triangle Countries 

InterAction  
May 8, 2019  
 
 

Start Network [to 11 May 2019] 
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 

3ie  International Initiative for Impact Evaluation [to 11 May 2019] 
http://www.3ieimpact.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action 

(ALNAP)     [to 11 May 2019] 
http://www.alnap.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CHS Alliance  [to 11 May 2019] 

http://chsalliance.org/news-events/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
Development Initiatives   [to 11 May 2019] 
http://devinit.org/news/ 

No new digest content identified. 
 
 
EHLRA/R2HC   [to 11 May 2019] 
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 

https://www.icvanetwork.org/node/8100
http://www.ineesite.org/en/news
http://www.interaction.org/
https://www.interaction.org/blog/community-reactions-to-cut-off-in-foreign-assistance-to-northern-triangle-countries/
https://www.interaction.org/blog/community-reactions-to-cut-off-in-foreign-assistance-to-northern-triangle-countries/
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs
http://www.3ieimpact.org/
http://www.alnap.org/
http://chsalliance.org/news-events/news
http://devinit.org/news/
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/


   

  

 
 

Groupe URD   [to 11 May 2019] 
https://www.urd.org/?lang=en 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Humanitarian Studies Association  [to 11 May 2019] 

https://ihsa.info/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
The Sphere Project [to 11 May 2019] 
http://www.sphereproject.org/news/ 

07 May 2019 | Sphere 
Sphere annual report 2018 now available  
  Download the annual report 2018 (in English) Read the Consolidated financial statements 2018 (in 
English)   Dear Friends of Sphere, What a remarkable year! Not only did we launch the new edition of 

the Sphere... 
 
 

Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP)  [to 11 May 2019] 
https://phap.org/ 
Latest News 
Community Updates – stay informed about developments related to your work 
5/6/2019  
Practitioners in the humanitarian sector consistently point to the difficulty of keeping abreast of 

important policy and practical developments related to their work. To help address this challenge, we 
are launching the Community Updates 
 

:::::: 
 
Brookings 

http://www.brookings.edu/ 
Accessed 11 May 2019 
Latest Research 
Infrastructure  
Shifting into an era of repair: US infrastructure spending trends 
Joseph W. Kane and Adie Tomer 

Friday, May 10, 2019  
 
Pakistan  
Saudi Arabia’s hold on Pakistan 
Madiha Afzal 
May 2019  

 
Report  
Cost, crowding, or commuting? Housing stress on the middle class 

https://www.urd.org/?lang=en
https://ihsa.info/
http://www.sphereproject.org/news/
https://www.spherestandards.org/annual-report-2018/
https://phap.org/
https://phap.org/PHAP/News/2019-05/CommunityUpdatesLaunch.aspx
http://www.brookings.edu/
https://www.brookings.edu/topic/infrastructure/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/shifting-into-an-era-of-repair-us-infrastructure-spending-trends/
https://www.brookings.edu/experts/joseph-kane/
https://www.brookings.edu/experts/adie-tomer/
https://www.brookings.edu/topic/pakistan/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/saudi-arabias-hold-on-pakistan/
https://www.brookings.edu/experts/madiha-afzal/
https://www.brookings.edu/search/?post_type=research
https://www.brookings.edu/research/cost-crowding-or-commuting-housing-stress-on-the-middle-class/


   

  

Jenny Schuetz 
Tuesday, May 7, 2019  

 
Libya  
Analysis: Peace and justice in Libya’s transition 

Noha Aboueldahab 
May 6, 2019  
 

Taxation  
Policy insights from comparing carbon pricing modeling scenarios 
Alexander R. Barron, Marc A. C. Hafstead, and Adele Morris 

Tuesday, May 7, 2019  
 
 

Center for Global Development    [to 11 May 2019] 
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center 
May 11, 2019 
Modicare Post-Election: Recommendations to Enhance the Impact of Public Health 

Insurance on UHC Goals in India  
Hailed as one of the largest publicly funded health insurance programs in the world, India’s “Modicare” 
has, since its launch a little more than six months ago, made universal healthcare coverage an election 

theme for the first time in the country’s history.  
Kalipso Chalkidou , Nishant Jain , Francoise Cluzeau and Amanda Glassman  
 

May 10, 2019 
How Urban are IDPs and What Does that Mean for Their Economic Integration? 
Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) face severe economic challenges. Which policy and programmatic 

approaches will be most effective in supporting IDPs to overcome these challenges and make progress 
toward self-reliance depends in part on the urban-rural composition of IDP populations. By analysing 
the existing known locations of IDPs in developing countries, we show that there is large variation in 

urban-rural IDP compositions across countries.  
Cindy Huang and Jimmy Graham  
 

May 10, 2019 
Where Do Internally Displaced People Live and What Does that Mean for Their Economic 
Integration? 

Cindy Huang and Jimmy Graham  
 
May 9, 2019 

Struggling with Scale: Ebola’s Lessons for the Next Pandemic 
The next global pandemic is a matter of when, not if. Preparing for this inevitability requires that 
policymakers understand not just the science of limiting disease transmission or engineering a drug, 

but also the practical challenges of expanding a response strategy to a regional or global level. 
Achieving success at such scales is largely an issue of operational, strategic, and policy choices—areas 
of pandemic preparedness that remain underexplored. 

Jeremy Konyndyk  
 
May 9, 2019 

https://www.brookings.edu/experts/jenny-schuetz/
https://www.brookings.edu/topic/libya/
https://rowaq.cihrs.org/peace-and-justice-in-libyas-transition/?lang=en
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https://www.brookings.edu/topic/taxation/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/policy-insights-from-comparing-carbon-pricing-modeling-scenarios/
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http://www.cgdev.org/expert/cindy-huang
https://www.cgdev.org/staff/jimmy-graham
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Struggling with Scale: Ebola’s Lessons for the Next Pandemic (brief) 
The next pandemic is a matter of when, not if. Preparing for this inevitability requires that policymakers 

understand not just the science of limiting disease transmission or engineering a drug, but also the 
practical challenges of expanding a response strategy to a regional or global level. Achieving success at 
such scales is largely an issue of operational, strategic, and policy choices—areas of pandemic 

preparedness that remain underexplored. 
Jeremy Konyndyk  
 

 
CSIS  [to 11 May 2019] 
https://www.csis.org/ 

Selected Reports 
Report 
Beating the Air into Submission: Investing in Vertical Lift Modernization (Part II) 

May 10, 2019 | Gabriel Coll, Andrew Philip Hunter Future Vertical Lift is an effort to deliver generational 
change to a fleet of aging helicopters. Until recently, however, investments have been limited relative 
to overall vertical lift spending. This follow-up CSIS brief looks at how this may change over the next 
decade.  

 
Report 
Great Expectations and Grim Realities in AMLO' s Mexico 

May 9, 2019 | Mary Speck  
President Andrés Manuel López Obrador has promised sweeping reforms on education, corruption, and 
labor.  But his biggest challenge will be mitigating the violence that has plagued Mexico for well over a 

decade, notes CSIS Americas Program’s Mary Speck. 
 
Report 
A New Social Contract for the Northern Triangle 
May 8, 2019 | Daniel F. Runde, Mark L. Schneider CSIS’s Daniel Runde and Mark Schneider argue that 
the Northern Triangle of Central America needs continued U.S. support to establish a new social 

contract and overcome social, economic, political, and security challenges, including irregular 
migration.   
 

Report 
After the Caliphate: Factors Shaping Continuing Violent Extremism and Conflicts in the 
MENA Region 

May 6, 2019 | Anthony H. Cordesman This is the third report in a three-part survey of metrics that 
address the fighting in Iraq and Syria, the ongoing challenge of extremism, and the trends in key 
causes of that extremism and regional instability.  

 
 
ODI   [to 11 May 2019] 

https://www.odi.org/  
Selected Press Releases & Reports 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Urban Institute   [to 11 May 2019] 

https://www.cgdev.org/publication/struggling-scale-ebolas-lessons-next-pandemic-brief
https://www.cgdev.org/expert/jeremy-konyndyk
https://www.csis.org/
https://www.csis.org/analysis/beating-air-submission-investing-vertical-lift-modernization-part-ii-0
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https://www.urban.org/publications 
May 10 2019  

Father Engagement in Home Visiting  
Early father involvement is important for young children’s development and learning. Most early 
childhood home visiting programs target mothers for enrollment, but engaging fathers in services can 

help families achieve desired program outcomes. For example, mothers may be more engaged in and 
stay enrolled in home visiting services longer when fathers participate in visits and display positive 
attitudes. Fathers can also  

Heather Sandstrom, Eleanor Lauderback 
May 10, 2019  
Brief 

  
Next Steps in Federal Corrections Reform  
Advocates and legislators across the political spectrum celebrated the passage of the First Step Act in 

December of 2018, the first large federal prison reform bill in nearly a decade. This research brief 
reviews key measures in First Step, describes the actions and oversight needed for faithful and 
vigorous implementation of the act, and highlights some of the law’s limitations. Working from the 
original set of recommendations  

Julie Samuels, Nancy G. La Vigne, Chelsea Thomson 
May 10, 2019  
Brief 

  
Improvements in Uninsurance and Medicaid/CHIP Participation among Children and 
Parents Stalled in 2017  

Following Affordable Care Act (ACA) implementation in 2014, children’s and parents’ insurance 
coverage and Medicaid/Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) participation rose, and the number 
of Medicaid/CHIP-eligible uninsured children and parents fell. But between 2016 and 2017, children’s 

coverage and participation decreased, and parents’ gains stalled. Uninsurance rose between 2016 and 
2017 among both children and parents  
Jennifer M. Haley, Genevieve M. Kenney, Robin Wang, Clare Wang Pan, Victoria Lynch, Matthew 

Buettgens 
May 9, 2019  
Research Report 

  
State of and Barriers to Minority Homeownership  
Alanna McCargo testified in front of the United States House of Representatives Committee on Financial 

Services, Subcommittee on Housing, Community Development, and Insurance, for a hearing entitled, 
"A Review of the State of and Barriers to Minority Homeownership." Her testimony highlighted data on 
stark racial and ethnic disparities in homeownership, described impediments to homeownership for 

people of color, and outlined  
Alanna McCargo 
May 8, 2019  

Testimony 
  
Building Black Homeownership Bridges  

The persistent racial homeownership gap and related wealth gap, have been in focus for some time. 
The declining black homeownership rate has reached an alarming level. The Urban Institute’s Housing 
Finance Policy Center has been conducting in-depth research pieces on these persistent issues, and 
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convened a planning roundtable in 2018 to collect stakeholder feedback and experiences from a 
national and local perspective  

Alanna McCargo, Jung Hyun Choi, Edward Golding 
May 7, 2019  
Brief 

  
Public Spending on Infants and Toddlers in Six Charts  
Early childhood is a critical period of development, laying the foundation for lifelong skills, behaviors, 

and health outcomes. This short brief contains six charts summarizing public investments in infants and 
toddlers, beginning with federal spending and tax programs and then adding in state and local 
spending. When comparing per capita spending on infants and toddlers with that of older children, we 

find somewhat higher  
Julia B. Isaacs, Cary Lou, Heather Hahn, Eleanor Lauderback, Caleb Quakenbush 
May 6, 2019  

Brief 
  
   
World Economic Forum    [to 11 May 2019] 

https://agenda.weforum.org/news/ 
Selected News Releases 
No new digest content identified. 

 
*                      *                       *                        * 
 

 

:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will primarily monitor press/media releases announcing key initiatives and new research from a 
growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, humanitarian 
response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended to be exhaustive, but 
indicative.  
 
 

Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 11 May 2019] 
https://www.alleninstitute.org/news-press/ 

News 
How do living creatures take shape?  
May 7, 2019 

   Exploring Frontiers symposium delves into the research of dynamic morphogenesis, or ‘nature’s 
blueprint’ 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 11 May 2019] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 

No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Annie E. Casey Foundation   [to 11 May 2019] 
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/ 
No new digest content identified. 
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Blue Meridian Partners [to 11 May 2019] 
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/ 
Blue Meridian Partners is a new capital aggregation collaboration that plans to invest at least $1 billion 
in high-performance nonprofits that are poised to have truly national impact for economically 
disadvantaged children and youth.  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clinton Foundation  [to 11 May 2019] 

https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
Co Impact   [to 11 May 2019] 
www.co-impact.io 
Co-Impact is a global philanthropic collaborative for systems change focused on improving the lives of 
millions of people around the world. 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
Ford Foundation  [to 11 May 2019] 
http://www.fordfoundation.org/?filter=News 

No new digest content identified. 
 
 

GHIT Fund   [to 11 May 2019] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press 
GHIT was set up in 2012 with the aim of developing new tools to tackle infectious diseases that 
devastate the world’s poorest people. Other funders include six Japanese pharmaceutical  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

Grameen Foundation    [to 11 May 2019] 
http://www.grameenfoundation.org/news-events/press-room 

05/08/2019  
In midst of rural poverty, 1.3 million people gain access to financial services through 
women's networks 

   Low-income women equipped with new technology are driving change in financial access and gender 
roles in India and the Philippines. Women-based networks of community finance workers, organized by 
Grameen Foundation, have brought financial services to nearly 1.3 million people through hundreds of 
newly trained community finance workers….Known as Grameen Mitras in India and as Community 

Agents in the Philippines, the women participate in training programs that overcome low literacy levels 
by using technologies such as Artificial Intelligence, interactive voice response, and multimedia over 
mobile phones… 
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William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  [to 11 May 2019] 
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/  

Latest Updates  
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
May 8, 2019  

All happy grantees are alike: They focus on ideas, interactions, and important details   
 By  Ruth Levine  
 

 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  [to 11 May 2019] 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 

Press Release   May 8, 2019  
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation Announces Two New Board Members 
The Conrad N. Hilton Foundation today announced the recent election of Kofi Appenteng and Justin 

McAuliffe to serve as members of its board of directors. 
 
 
IKEA Foundation    [to 11 May 2019] 

https://www.ikeafoundation.org/category/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 11 May 2019] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news 

Research   May 09 2019  
A Plant Hormone that Speeds Root Growth Could Be a New Agricultural Tool  
Scientists have identified a plant hormone, beta-cyclocitral, that makes tomato and rice plant roots 

grow faster and branch more. The hormone could help farmers enhance crop plant growth. 
 
Research   May 08 2019  

Phage Therapy Treats Patient with Drug-Resistant Bacterial Infection  
Scientists have used an experimental therapy that relies on bacteria-infecting viruses collected, in part, 
through HHMI’s SEA-PHAGES program to fight a Mycobacterium infection in a 15-year-old girl. 

 
 
Kaiser Family Foundation  [to 11 May 2019] 

https://www.kff.org/search/?post_type=press-release 
May 8, 2019   News Release  
Individual Market Insurers Are Expecting to Pay a Record $800 Million in Rebates to 

Consumers for Excessive Premiums in 2018 
Individual market insurers are expecting to return to consumers a record total of about $800 million in 
excess premiums for 2018, a year in which the insurance companies posted their best annual financial 

performance under the Affordable Care Act to date, finds a new KFF analysis. The rebates to more… 
 
May 7, 2019   News Release  

Beneficiaries Who Switch to Medicare Advantage Have Lower Medicare Spending and Use 
Fewer Services – In the Prior Year – Than Those Who Stay in Traditional Medicare 
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https://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news/250-how-philanthropic-partnerships-can-combat-america-s-opioid-epidemic
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/category/press-releases/
https://www.hhmi.org/news
https://www.hhmi.org/news/a-plant-hormone-that-speeds-root-growth-could-be-a-new-agricultural-tool
https://www.hhmi.org/news/phage-therapy-treats-patient-with-drug-resistant-bacterial-infection
https://www.kff.org/search/?post_type=press-release
https://www.kff.org/private-insurance/press-release/individual-market-insurers-are-expecting-to-pay-a-record-800-million-in-rebates-to-consumers-for-excessive-premiums-in-2018/
https://www.kff.org/private-insurance/press-release/individual-market-insurers-are-expecting-to-pay-a-record-800-million-in-rebates-to-consumers-for-excessive-premiums-in-2018/
https://www.kff.org/health-costs/press-release/beneficiaries-who-switch-to-medicare-advantage-have-lower-medicare-spending-and-use-fewer-services-in-prior-year-than-those-who-stay-in-traditional-medicare/
https://www.kff.org/health-costs/press-release/beneficiaries-who-switch-to-medicare-advantage-have-lower-medicare-spending-and-use-fewer-services-in-prior-year-than-those-who-stay-in-traditional-medicare/


   

  

Medicare Advantage plans gain beneficiaries from traditional Medicare who have lower average 
spending and use fewer health services than similar beneficiaries who choose to remain in traditional 

Medicare, according to a new KFF analysis. The analysis finds that people who switched from 
traditional Medicare to Medicare Advantage in 2016 had… 
 

 
Aga Khan Foundation   [to 11 May 2019] 
https://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation 

4 May 2019 
Prime Minister, Imran Khan inaugurates the 400 year old historic “Picture Wall” of Lahore 
Fort  

   Lahore, Pakistan, 4 May 2019 - Imran Khan, Prime Minister, Islamic Republic of Pakistan inaugurated 
the restoration of the 400-year-old “Picture Wall” of Lahore Fort. The Picture Wall is one of the 
principal features of the Lahore Fort UNESCO World Heritage Site. 

   The conservation of the 240-foot-long western façade has been carried out by the Aga  Khan Trust 
for Culture (AKTC), and its country affiliate, the Aga Khan Cultural Service-Pakistan (AKCS-P), in 
collaboration with the Walled City of Lahore Authority (WCLA)… 

 
 
Kellogg Foundation  [to 11 May 2019] 

https://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media 
May 6, 2019 
Dr. Alandra Washington selected for prestigious Baldrige Executive Fellows Program 

   W.K. Kellogg Foundation Vice President for Quality & Organizational Effectiveness and 
Transformation Lead Dr. Alandra Washington has been selected to participate in the Baldrige Executive 
Fellows Program. She joins a cohort of 18 executive leaders from multiple sectors from throughout U.S. 

in the prestigious program, which emphasizes collaboration and hands-on executive training in 
operational, customer and employee excellence and engagement… 
 

 
MacArthur Foundation  [to 11 May 2019] 
http://www.macfound.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation [to 11 May 2019] 
https://www.moore.org/ 
May 8, 2019 
Low-cost science tools for all 

   … Making high-quality, low-cost tools accessible for anyone’s curiosity and problem solving plays an 
important role in how people can engage with science – whether to explore nature, conserve 
biodiversity and other natural resources, solve a problem in their local geography, or learn about a 

phenomena of interest. The importance of tools for the advancement of science has a long historical 
track record, and it is a central tenant of Tool Foundry, a new initiative hosted by Luminary Labs and 
designed to advance scientific discovery tools that anyone can use in pursuit of their individual or 

community interests. With support from the Moore Foundation and Schmidt Futures, Tool Foundry’s 
Accelerator was recently launched. This four-month program is designed to help tool developers create, 
scale and broadly share their ware… 

https://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation
https://www.akdn.org/press-release/prime-minister-imran-khan-inaugurates-400-year-old-historic-%E2%80%9Cpicture-wall%E2%80%9D-lahore-fort
https://www.akdn.org/press-release/prime-minister-imran-khan-inaugurates-400-year-old-historic-%E2%80%9Cpicture-wall%E2%80%9D-lahore-fort
https://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media
https://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media/article/2019/05/alandra-washington-selected-for-baldrige-executive-fellows-program
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=2444353-1&h=202121905&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nist.gov%2Fnews-events%2Fnews%2F2019%2F04%2Fnew-cohort-us-executives-embark-distinguished-baldrige-fellowship&a=Baldrige+Executive+Fellows+Program
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=2444353-1&h=202121905&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nist.gov%2Fnews-events%2Fnews%2F2019%2F04%2Fnew-cohort-us-executives-embark-distinguished-baldrige-fellowship&a=Baldrige+Executive+Fellows+Program
http://www.macfound.org/
https://www.moore.org/
https://www.moore.org/article-detail?newsUrlName=low-cost-science-tools-for-all
https://www.toolfoundry.org/
https://www.toolfoundry.org/accelerator/


   

  

 
 

Open Society Foundation  [to 11 May 2019] 
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/issues/media-information 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation  [to 11 May 2019] 

http://www.packard.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Pew Charitable Trusts  [to 11 May 2019] 
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room 

Press Releases & Statements  
Novartis Shares 2 New Datasets With SPARK, Pew’s Antibiotic Discovery Tool  
Additions will expand open-access research platform for scientists  
Article May 10, 2019  

By: Wes Kim & Katie Prosen  
   Following an earlier contribution of data by Novartis to The Pew Charitable Trust’s Shared Platform 
for Antibiotic Research and Knowledge (SPARK), a cloud-based interactive antibiotic discovery tool, the 

company recently shared two additional datasets from its discontinued antibiotic discovery 
program. This contribution includes more than 10,000 data points that will be combined with SPARK’s 
existing data, which has been standardized and organized by a scientific curator, enabling researchers 

to more easily draw comparisons from different studies. Together, this information will help the 
platform’s more than 500 registered users learn from past research and generate new insights on how 
molecules enter and stay inside the hardest-to-treat Gram-negative bacteria.  

    Both of the new Novartis datasets provide information not previously available to researchers 
outside of the company, including data from a DNA gyrase program that could inform the development 
of a novel class of antibacterials inspired by quinolones, a frequently used class of antibiotics. The 

second dataset includes results from an expansive screening of nearly 200 antibiotics, many of which 
have been approved for human use, against 22 bacterial strains to identify the common properties of 
drugs effective at evading one of the key natural defenses of Gram-negative bacteria: efflux pumps. 

These mechanisms can expel antibiotics from the bacterial cell, even after a drug has successfully 
penetrated it… 
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 11 May 2019] 
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/about-us/news-media/ 

May 10, 2019  
Leapfrog Breaks Impact Investing Record With $700M Emerging Markets Fund   
Largest equity fund by a dedicated impact manager, targets 70 million low-income consumers  
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
May 7, 2019 

New Campaign Asks: What Would the World Look Like #WithoutMom?   
Ahead of Mother’s Day, celebrities, political leaders, and grassroots advocates join The Rockefeller 
Foundation to urge greater action to end preventable maternal deaths  

https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/issues/media-information
http://www.packard.org/news/
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room
https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/articles/2019/05/10/novartis-shares-2-new-datasets-with-spark-pews-antibiotic-discovery-tool
https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room/press-releases-and-statements/2019/01/03/novartis-provides-data-to-spark-pews-platform-for-antibiotic-discovery-research
https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/articles/2018/09/21/the-shared-platform-for-antibiotic-research-and-knowledge
https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/articles/2018/09/21/the-shared-platform-for-antibiotic-research-and-knowledge
https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/articles/2018/09/21/the-data-driving-spark
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/about-us/news-media/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/about-us/news-media/leapfrog-breaks-impact-investing-record-700m-emerging-markets-fund/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/about-us/news-media/new-campaign-asks-world-look-like-withoutmom/


   

  

 
 

Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  [to 11 May 2019] 
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/  
Latest News Releases, Blog Posts, Reports 
May 8, 2019 
Report: Nation's Ability to Manage Health Emergencies Rises 
Despite improvement, state-by-state analysis shows relatively slow rates of progress in 2018 as 

regional inequities in preparedness persist. 
 
 

Science Philanthropy Alliance   [to 11 May 2019] 
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/ 
“…a group of organizations working together to increase philanthropic support for basic scientific 
research on a global basis…” 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

SDG Philanthropy Platform 
http://sdgfunders.org/ 
SDG Philanthropy Platform is a collaboration between philanthropy and the greater international 
development community led by Foundation Center, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
and Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, and supported by the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, Ford 
Foundation and the MasterCard Foundation, the Brach Family Foundation, and other key organizations 
such as Asociación de Fundaciones Empresariales (AFE) in Colombia, Brach Family Charitable 
Foundation, CAF America, Council on Foundations, East Africa Association of Grantmakers (EAAG), 
European Foundation Centre, Filantropi Indonesia (FI), GlobalGiving, The Humanitarian Forum, World 
Congress of Muslim Philanthropists, and Worldwide Initiatives for Grantmaker Support (WINGS). 
https://sloan.org/about/press  
Published 24-4-2019  

Open Innovation Platforms for Sustainable Development 
  The 2030 Agenda calls for transformational change and a new approach to supporting development. 
Open Innovation Platforms represent a departure from traditional, projectbased, "business-as-usual" 

efforts, recognizing that new approaches to address deep systemic development issues are necessary 
to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 
 

 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation  [to 11 May 2019] 
https://sloan.org/about/press  
No new digest content identified. 
 
  

Wellcome Trust  [to 11 May 2019] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
Q&A | 10 May 2019  

"No matter where you live, our health and the world's health depend on its most fragile 
link"  

http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom/news-releases.html
https://www.rwjf.org/en/library/articles-and-news/2019/05/nations-ability-to-manage-health-emergencies-rises.html
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/
http://sdgfunders.org/
https://sloan.org/about/press
https://sdgfunders.org/home/lang/en/
https://sloan.org/about/press
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news/no-matter-where-you-live-our-health-and-worlds-health-depend-its-most-fragile-link
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news/no-matter-where-you-live-our-health-and-worlds-health-depend-its-most-fragile-link


   

  

   The 2019 Jimmy and Rosalynn Carter Humanitarian Award has been presented to our Director 
Jeremy Farrar in recognition of his work to improve global public health. Ahead of the award ceremony 

on 9 May, he spoke to the National Foundation for Infectious Diseases (NFID) about his career and the 
people who have influenced him. 

:::::: 

 
Foundation Center  [to 11 May 2019 
http://foundationcenter.org/about-us/press-room 

No new digest content identified. 
 
 

Council on Foundations  [to 11 May 2019] 
https://www.cof.org/newsroom 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
*                       *                       *                        * 
 

 

:: Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in human 
rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be exhaustive. We will 
add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon recommendation from 
readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content but note that successful access 
to some of the articles and other content may require subscription or other access arrangement unique 
to the publisher. Please suggest additional journals you feel warrant coverage. 
 

 
American Journal of Infection Control 
May 2019 Volume 47, Issue 5, p479-600  

http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 

 
American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
May 2019 Volume 56, Issue 5, p631-772  

http://www.ajpmonline.org/current  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 

 
American Journal of Public Health 
May 2019  109(5) 

http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 

 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
Volume 100, Issue 5, 2019  

http://foundationcenter.org/about-us/press-room
https://www.cof.org/newsroom
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current


   

  

http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/14761645/100/5 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 

7 May 2019 Vol: 170, Issue 9  
http://annals.org/aim/issue 
[No new digest content identified] 

 
 
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 

http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed 11 May 2019) 
[No new digest content identified] 

 
 
BMJ Global Health 
May 2019 - Volume 4 - 3 

https://gh.bmj.com/content/4/3 
Research 
How to improve antibiotic awareness campaigns: findings of a WHO global survey (9 May, 

2019)  
We aimed to examine the characteristics of antibiotic awareness campaigns (AAC) conducted on a 
national or regional level since 2010. 
Benedikt Huttner, Mirko Saam, Lorenzo Moja, Karen Mah, Marc Sprenger, Stephan Harbarth, Nicola 
Magrini 
 

Cost and cost-effectiveness of a parenting programme to prevent violence against 
adolescents in South Africa (9 May, 2019)  
Alice Redfern, Lucie D Cluver, Marisa Casale, Janina I Steinert 

 
 
BMC Health Services Research 

http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 11 May 2019) 
Research article 
Entering an emotional minefield: professionals’ experiences with facilitators to address 
abuse in child interviews  
Extensive research documents that child abuse is widespread and that it has detrimental effects on 
victims’ physical, psychological and social well-being. Efforts to help abused children by removing 
stressors and administering restorative care can reverse these negative effects, but the evidence 
suggests that professionals often fail to expose child abuse. This study aims to generate insight into 
professionals’ experiences with facilitators in handling the challenges of addressing abuse in child 
interviews. We expect that this knowledge can improve interventions that qualify professionals in the 
identification, protection and care of abused children. 
Authors: Ane Ugland Albaek, Per-Einar Binder and Anne Marita Milde 
Citation: BMC Health Services Research 2019 19:302  
Published on: 10 May 2019 

http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/14761645/100/5
http://annals.org/aim/issue
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/
https://gh.bmj.com/content/4/3
https://gh.bmj.com/content/4/3/e001239
https://gh.bmj.com/content/4/3/e001147
https://gh.bmj.com/content/4/3/e001147
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content
https://bmchealthservres.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12913-019-4128-8
https://bmchealthservres.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12913-019-4128-8


   

  

 
 

BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 11 May 2019) 

Research article 
Serotype and molecular diversity of nasopharyngeal Streptococcus pneumoniae isolates 
from children before and after vaccination with the ten-valent pneumococcal conjugate 

vaccine (PCV10) in Ethiopia  
Streptococcus pneumoniae is a major human pathogen, and nasopharyngeal colonization is the first 
step for transmission and pathogenesis of pneumococcal diseases. Ethiopia introduced the 10-valent 
pneumococcal con...  
Authors: Wondewosen Tsegaye Sime, Abraham Aseffa, Yimtubezenash Woldeamanuel, Sarah Brovall, 
Eva Morfeldt and Birgitta Henriques-Normark 

Citation: BMC Infectious Diseases 2019 19:409  
Published on: 10 May 2019 
 
 

BMC Medical Ethics  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 
(Accessed 11 May 2019)  

Debate 
The notion of free will and its ethical relevance for decision-making capacity  
Obtaining informed consent from patients is a moral and legal duty and, thus, a key legitimation for 

medical treatment. The pivotal prerequisite for valid informed consent is decision-making capacity of 
the pa...  
Authors: Tobias Zürcher, Bernice Elger and Manuel Trachsel 

Citation: BMC Medical Ethics 2019 20:31  
Published on: 8 May 2019 
 

Debate 
Ethics preparedness: facilitating ethics review during outbreaks - recommendations from 
an expert panel  

Authors: Abha Saxena, Peter Horby, John Amuasi, Nic Aagaard, Johannes Köhler, Ehsan Shamsi 
Gooshki, Emmanuelle Denis, Andreas A. Reis and Raffaella Ravinetto 
Citation: BMC Medical Ethics 2019 20:29  

Published on: 6 May 2019 
Abstract 
Background 

Ensuring that countries have adequate research capacities is essential for an effective and efficient 
response to infectious disease outbreaks. The need for ethical principles and values embodied in 
international research ethics guidelines to be upheld during public health emergencies is widely 

recognized. Public health officials, researchers and other concerned stakeholders also have to carefully 
balance time and resources allocated to immediate treatment and control activities, with an approach 
that integrates research as part of the outbreak response. Under such circumstances, research “ethics 

preparedness” constitutes an important foundation for an effective response to infectious disease 
outbreaks and other health emergencies. 
Main text 

http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content
https://bmcinfectdis.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12879-019-4024-1
https://bmcinfectdis.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12879-019-4024-1
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https://bmcmedethics.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12910-019-0371-0
https://bmcmedethics.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12910-019-0366-x
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A two-day workshop was convened in March 2018 by the World Health Organisation Global Health 
Ethics Team and the African coaLition for Epidemic Research, Response and Training, with 

representatives of National Ethics Committees, to identify practical processes and procedures related to 
ethics review preparedness. The workshop considered five areas where work might be undertaken to 
facilitate rapid and sound ethics review: preparing national ethics committees for outbreak response; 

pre-review of protocols; multi-country review; coordination between national ethics committees and 
other key stakeholders; data and benefit sharing; and export of samples to third countries. 
In this paper, we present the recommendations that resulted from the workshop. In particular, the 

participants recommended that Ethics Committees would develop a formal national standard operating 
procedure for emergency response ethical review; that there is a need to clarify the terminology and 
expectations of pre-review of generic protocols and agree upon specific terminology; that there is a 

need to explore mechanisms for multi-country emergency ethical consultation, and to establish 
procedures for communication between national ethics committees and other oversight bodies and 
public health authorities. In addition, it was suggested that ethics committees should request from 

researchers, at a minimum, a preliminary data sharing and sample sharing plan that outlines the 
benefit to the population from which data and samples are to be drawn. This should be followed in due 
time by a full plan. 
Conclusion 

It is hoped that the national ethics committees, supported by the WHO, relevant collaborative research 
consortia and external funding agencies, will work towards bringing these recommendations into 
practice, for supporting the conduct of effective research during outbreaks. 

 
 
BMC Medicine 

http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content 
(Accessed 11 May 2019)  
[No new digest content identified] 

 
 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 

http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content 
(Accessed 11 May 2019) 
[No new digest content identified] 

 
 
BMC Public Health 

http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles 
(Accessed 11 May 2019) 
Introduction 
Ten years of global disease detection and counting: program accomplishments and lessons 
learned in building global health security  
Authors: Joel M. Montgomery, Abbey Woolverton, Sarah Hedges, Dana Pitts, Jessica Alexander, Kashef 

Ijaz, Fred Angulo, Scott Dowell, Rebecca Katz and Olga Henao 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2019 19(Suppl 3):510  
Published on: 10 May 2019 

 
Opinion 
Regional approaches for enhancing global health security  

http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles
https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-019-6769-2
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Authors: Rebecca Katz and Claire J. Standley 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2019 19(Suppl 3):473  

Published on: 10 May 2019 
 
Research article 
The influence of medical providers on HPV vaccination among children of Mexican 
mothers: a comparison between Mexico and the Midwest region of the United States  
Among cervical cancer patients in the U.S., a disproportionate number are Hispanics/Latinos. Also, 

about a third of patients diagnosed with cervical cancer annually in Mexico die of the disease. Vaccines 
are a...  
Authors: Mariela Bahena, Marcela Carvajal-Suarez, Amr S. Soliman, Jiangtao Luo and Armando De Alba 

Citation: BMC Public Health 2019 19:515  
Published on: 6 May 2019 
 

Research article 
Acute and mixed alcohol intoxications in asylum seekers presenting to an urban 
emergency department in Switzerland  
Previous studies have reported an increase in alcohol-and-mixed intoxication (AAMI)-related emergency 
department (ED) admissions, but less is known about the incidence and characteristics of AAMI 
admissions to...  
Authors: Adam D. Brown, Martin Müller, Trevor Hirschi, Jonathan F. Henssler, Katharina Rönz, 

Aristomenis K. Exadaktylos and David Srivastava 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2019 19:536  
Published on: 10 May 2019 

 
 
BMC Research Notes  

http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content 
(Accessed 11 May 2019) 
Research note 
The relationship between psychological distress and bullying victimisation among school-
going adolescents in Ghana: a cross-sectional study  
One of the pervasive problems in schools that has adverse implication on the wellbeing of students, is 
bullying victimisation. However, within sub-Saharan Africa, only few studies have examined how 
psychologic...  
Authors: Diane Korkor Arhin, Kwaku Oppong Asante, Nuworza Kugbey and Mabel Oti-Boadi 

Citation: BMC Research Notes 2019 12:264  
Published on: 10 May 2019 
 

 
BMJ Open 
May 2019 - Volume 9 - 5 

http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/current 
(9 May 2019) 
Perceptions of drones, digital adherence monitoring technologies and educational videos 

for tuberculosis control in remote Madagascar: a mixed-method study protocol  

https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-019-6718-0
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http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content
https://bmcresnotes.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13104-019-4300-6
https://bmcresnotes.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13104-019-4300-6
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/current
https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/9/5/e028073
https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/9/5/e028073


   

  

Elysée Nouvet, Astrid M Knoblauch, Ian Passe, Andry Andriamiadanarivo, Manualdo Ravelona, Faniry 
Ainanomena Ramtariharisoa, Kimmerling Razafimdriana, Patricia C Wright, Jesse McKinney, Peter M 

Small, Niaina Rakotosamimanana, Simon Grandjean Lapierre 
 
 

Bulletin of the World Health Organization  
Volume 97, Number 5, May 2019, 309-376 
https://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/97/5/en/ 

[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 

Child Care, Health and Development  
Volume 45, Issue 3  Pages: 313-472  May 2019 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13652214/current 

[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Clinical Therapeutics 

April 2019 Volume 41, Issue 4, p605-790  
http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 

 
 
Clinical Trials 

Volume 16 Issue 2, April 2019  
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/ctja/16/2 
[Reviewed earlier] 

 
 
Conflict and Health 

http://www.conflictandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 11 May 2019] 
[No new digest content identified] 

 
 
Contemporary Clinical Trials 

Volume 80  Pages 1-62 (May 2019) 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/contemporary-clinical-trials/vol/80/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 

 
 
Current Opinion in Infectious Diseases 

June 2019 - Volume 32 - Issue 3  
https://journals.lww.com/co-infectiousdiseases/pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 

 
 
Developing World Bioethics 
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Volume 19, Issue 1  Pages: 1-60  March 2019 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14718847/current 

[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 

Development in Practice  
Volume 29, Issue 4, 2019 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cdip20/current 

[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 

Development Policy Review 
Volume 37, Issue 3  Pages: 311-449  May 2019 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14677679/current 

[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disability and Rehabilitation: Assistive Technology 

Volume 14, Issue 1, 2019 
http://informahealthcare.com/toc/idt/current 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 

 
 
Disaster Medicine and Public Health Preparedness  
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Geoheritage. In this commission, both heritage sites and heritage stones working groups will 
collaborate to disseminate the importance of Geoheritage for the general public and for the scientific 

community. Since then, a great effort has been made to join both subjects in meetings and in 
publications. Heritage Stones and Geoheritage is a special issue dedicated to spread news on some 
natural stones with implications on heritage around the world, and also on mines and quarries that are 

part of our Geoheritage and industrial heritage. It is a contribution of the IUGS Heritage Stones 
Subcommission. Our aim is to make as public as possible the importance of natural stones in the 
architectonic heritage in particular and in the geoheritage context in general…. 
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   If the enhancement of human freedom is both the main object and the primary means to 
development (Sen, 1999), then good individual and population health are both ends and means to 

development and freedom in all countries, regardless of their current ranking on the Human 
Development Index or other indexes on wealth, prosperity and well-being... 
   This special issue on the ‘frontiers in health policy research’ focuses attention on three distinct areas 
of inquiry. One set of papers analyses efforts to improve the quality of care and increase the value of 

care that health systems purchase. A second set of articles focuses on issues of health behaviour and 
social determinants of health. Finally, the third set of articles presents differing views on how to predict 
the adequacy of supply of medical professionals. The range of these articles illustrates, not only the 

exciting breadth of health policy research, but the degree to which scholars within this field are 
addressing issues of high importance to policy makers around the world. We think it is fair to claim that 
all of the articles address issues that are on the ‘frontier’ of health policy in the sense that they attempt 

to provide answers to questions that policy makers around the world are currently grappling with… 
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Research 
  |   6 May 2019  

Strengthening and measuring research impact in global health: lessons from applying the 
FAIT framework  
To date, efforts to measure impact have largely focused on health research in high-income countries, 
reflecting where the majority of health research funding is spent. Nevertheless, there is a growing body 
of health and medical research being undertaken in low- and middle-income countries (LMICs), 
supported by both development aid and established research funders. The Framework to Assess the 
Impact of Translational health research (FAIT) combines three approaches to measuring research 
impact (Payback, economic assessment and case study narrative). Its aim is to strengthen the focus on 
translation and impact measurement in health research. FAIT has been used by several Australian 
research initiatives; however, it has not been used in LMICs. Our aim was to apply FAIT in an LMIC 
context and evaluate its utility. 
Authors: Rebecca Dodd, Shanthi Ramanathan, Blake Angell, David Peiris, Rohina Joshi, Andrew Searles 
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Communication and community engagement in humanitarian response 
This edition of Humanitarian Exchange, co-edited with Charles-Antoine Hofmann from the UN 
Children’s Fund (UNICEF), focuses on communication and community engagement. Despite promising 

progress, coherent and coordinated information is still not provided systematically to affected 
communities, and humanitarian responses take insufficient account of the views and feedback of 
affected people. In 2017, UNICEF, the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies (IFRC), the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) and other partners 

came together under the auspices of the Communicating with Disaster Affected Communities (CDAC) 
Network to establish the Communication and Community Engagement (CCE) initiative, which aims to 
organise a collective service for communications and community engagement. The articles in this 

edition take stock of efforts to implement this initiative. 
 
Drawing on lessons from 23 Peer 2 Peer Support missions, Alice Chatelet and Meg Sattler look at 

what’s needed to integrate CCE into the humanitarian architecture. Viviane Lucia Fluck and Dustin 
Barter discuss the institutional and practical barriers to implementing community feedback 
mechanisms. Bronwyn Russel analyses the performance of the Nepal inter-agency common feedback 

project; Justus Olielo and Charles-Antoine Hofmann outline the challenges of establishing common 
services in Yemen; and Gil Francis Arevalo reports on community engagement in preparedness and 
response in the Philippines. Ian McClelland and Frances Hill discuss emerging findings from a strategic 

partnership in the Philippines between the Humanitarian Innovation Fund and the Asian Disaster 
Reduction and Response Network. 
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Charlotte Lancaster describes how call centres in Afghanistan and Iraq are enhancing two-way 
communication with crisis-affected people. Mia Marzotto from Translators without Borders reflects on 

the importance of language and translation in communication and community engagement, and 
Ombretta Baggio and colleagues report on efforts to bring community perspectives into decision-
making during an Ebola outbreak in the Democratic Republic of Congo. Ayo Degett highlights emerging 

findings from a Danish Refugee Council project on participation in humanitarian settings, and Jeff 
Carmel and Nick van Praag report on the Listen Learn Act (LLA) project. Geneviève Cyvoct and 
Alexandra T. Warner write on an innovative common platform to track the views of affected people in 

Chad. The edition ends with an article by Stewart Davies on collective accountability in the response to 
the Central Sulawesi earthquake. 
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   Data science has revolutionized industry and academic fields including marketing,1 astronomy,2 and 

computer vision.3 It has not yet impacted medicine and biomedical research to the same degree. 
However, many observers4-6 believe that data science will improve the ability of health care systems 
to deliver personalized medicine,7 population health,8 and public health.9 
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Viewpoint 
On results reporting and evidentiary standards: spotlight on the Global Fund 
Rocco Friebel, Rachel Silverman, Amanda Glassman, Kalipso Chalkidou 
   Examining publicly available documents for 2018, it is our judgment that the Global Fund's results 

reporting is insufficiently rigorous to inform the allocation of scarce resources (results reports from 
previous years are no longer available through the Global Fund website, making it difficult to compare 
this document to previous iterations). Most obvious is the question of attribution. In its results 

reporting and communication materials, the Global Fund conflates two ideas about its own nature. 
First, the Global Fund is presented as a partnership, encompassing every funder, government, non-
governmental organisation, implementer, and private actor involved in treating or preventing the three 

diseases in eligible countries. And second, the Global Fund operates as a standalone funding 
instrument with an annual budget of roughly $4 billion. The results reporting explicitly takes credit for 
the accomplishments of the partnership, including bilateral mechanisms like the President's Emergency 

Plan for AIDS Relief and the President's Malaria Initiative, plus domestic government investments. 
However, the replenishment will advocate for investment in the Global Fund as a funding instrument, 
attracting resources that could otherwise be channelled elsewhere in the partnership through 
alternative bilateral or multilateral mechanisms. How can results reporting without direct attribution to 

the Global Fund as a standalone institution support continued institutional investment? With domestic 
resources growing faster than development assistance for some priority conditions, such as HIV/AIDS, 
attribution across all payers—national, international, public, and private—becomes even more difficult 

to justify… 
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World View | 01 May 2019  
Don’t let industry write the rules for AI  
Technology companies are running a campaign to bend research and regulation for their benefit; 
society must fight back, says Yochai Benkler. 
Yochai Benkler 
 

Comment | 08 May 2019  
Reboot ethics governance in China  
The shocking announcement of genetically modified babies creates an opportunity to overhaul the 
nation’s science, argue Ruipeng Lei and colleagues. 
Ruipeng Lei, Xiaomei Zhai[…] & Renzong Qiu 
   … China’s scientists and regulators have been going through a period of soul-searching. We, our 

colleagues and our government agencies, such as the Ministry of Science and Technology and the 
National Health Commission, have reflected on what the incident says about the culture and regulation 
of research in China. We’ve also thought about what long-term strategies need to be put in place to 

strengthen the nation’s governance of science and ethics.  
   In our view, China is at a crossroads. The government must make substantial changes to protect 
others from the potential effects of reckless human experimentation. Measures range from closer 
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monitoring of the nation’s hundreds of clinics offering in vitro fertilization (IVF), to incorporating 
bioethics into education at all levels… 
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Mapping the world’s free-flowing rivers  

A comprehensive assessment of the world’s rivers and their connectivity shows that only 37 per cent of 
rivers longer than 1,000 kilometres remain free-flowing over their entire length. 
G. Grill, B. Lehner[…] & C. Zarfl 

Abstract 
Free-flowing rivers (FFRs) support diverse, complex and dynamic ecosystems globally, providing 
important societal and economic services. Infrastructure development threatens the ecosystem 

processes, biodiversity and services that these rivers support. Here we assess the connectivity status of 
12 million kilometres of rivers globally and identify those that remain free-flowing in their entire length. 
Only 37 per cent of rivers longer than 1,000 kilometres remain free-flowing over their entire length and 

23 per cent flow uninterrupted to the ocean. Very long FFRs are largely restricted to remote regions of 
the Arctic and of the Amazon and Congo basins. In densely populated areas only few very long rivers 
remain free-flowing, such as the Irrawaddy and Salween. Dams and reservoirs and their up- and 
downstream propagation of fragmentation and flow regulation are the leading contributors to the loss 

of river connectivity. By applying a new method to quantify riverine connectivity and map FFRs, we 
provide a foundation for concerted global and national strategies to maintain or restore them. 
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Editorial | 08 May 2019  
HIV vaccines go to trial  

Immune interventions capable of preventing or eradicating HIV infection have yet to achieve broad 
success in humans. Renewed vigor in the clinical trial arena may bring us closer to that goal. 
 

News & Views | 29 April 2019  
Understanding long-term effects of Ebola virus disease  
Human survivors of Ebola virus disease are more likely than uninfected controls to develop memory 

loss, uveitis, and other abnormal conditions, and Ebola virus remains in semen much longer than 
previously thought. 
Daniel S. Chertow 
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A longitudinal big data approach for precision health  
Personalized omics profiling can lead to actionable health discoveries and stimulate lifestyle changes. 
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Perspective 
Stopping the Gaps in Epidemic Preparedness 
Jeremy J. Farrar, M.D., Ph.D. 
   Several life-threatening viruses have been identified for the first time in the 21st century, including 

the severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS) and Middle East respiratory syndrome (MERS) 
coronaviruses. An association between Zika virus infection during pregnancy and microcephaly came to 
light only in 2015. Once seemingly confined by public health measures to sporadic episodes in rural 
areas, Ebola virus disease broke free in 2014, reaching urban centers and killing more than 11,000 

people. Like all epidemics, it drew resources away from other critical health care needs and left a 
legacy of distrust and disconnection. 
The World Health Organization (WHO), in conjunction with global experts, has drawn up a list of nine 

known infectious diseases and one unknown (Disease X) in a “Blueprint” for research and development 
(see box).1 These infections have the potential to cause public health emergencies, and we lack the 
tools to diagnose, treat, or prevent them. The world is therefore particularly vulnerable to these 

infections, and yet they’ve been neglected in research and development… 
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https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pntd.0007008  
Introduction 
New information released by the Infectious Diseases Society of America (IDSA) and the National 
Resident Matching Program shows continued declines in interest in pediatric infectious diseases as a 

career, highlighting that we risk losing a generation of trained experts in pediatric infectious and 
tropical diseases. The loss paradoxically coincides with updated estimates revealing the 
disproportionate global health impact of tropical infectious diseases on children. Our objective is to 

highlight several ominous trends, including our findings that (1) the pediatric tropical disease burdens 
are huge and do not appear to be declining and (2) fewer trainees are entering the field. Included here 
are are some key suggestions to address these concerns… 
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Humans adapt to social diversity over time  

Miguel R. Ramos, Matthew R. Bennett, Douglas S. Massey, and Miles Hewstone 
PNAS first published May 9, 2019. https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1818884116  
Significance 
Changes in social diversity constitute a key factor shaping today’s world, yet scholarly work about the 
consequences of diversity has been marked by a critical lack of consensus. To address this concern, we 
propose a multidisciplinary approach where psychological, sociological, and evolutionary perspectives 

are integrated to provide an account of how individuals adapt to changes in social diversity. With an 
analysis of 22 y of worldwide data, our results suggest that humans are initially inclined to react 
negatively to threats to homogeneity, but that these negative effects are compensated in the long term 

by the beneficial effects of intergroup contact. Our findings advance knowledge and inform political 
debate about one of the defining challenges of modern societies. 
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Science  
10 May 2019  Vol 364, Issue 6440 
http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl 
Editorial 
Science support for Belt and Road 
By Manfred Horvat, Peng Gong 
Summary 
Last month, at the Second Belt and Road Forum for International Cooperation in Beijing, President Xi 
Jinping gave an update on China's $US1.3 trillion Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). This massive land, sea, 
and digital enterprise aims to create improved economic, social, and environmental conditions between 

China and 126 cooperating countries from Asia, Europe, and Africa through strengthened connectivity 
by constructing roads, railways, IT networks, power stations, pipelines, airports, and ports. President Xi 
acknowledged growing international concerns about environmental damage along the BRI. Now, China 

must commit to addressing these issues. China's use of science and technology (S&T) as an instrument 
to build BRI relationships should likewise be used to examine and minimize the environmental impacts 
of BRI projects 

 
In Depth 
Genomics breeds new legal questions 

By Jennifer Couzin-Frankel 
Science10 May 2019 : 521 Restricted Access 
Experts try to bring laws, regulations in line with genetic testing as its use surges. 

Summary 
While DNA testing upends the practice of medicine, U.S. laws aren't keeping pace. Doctors and other 
health care providers are already facing lawsuits that broach new legal terrain. In some cases, they're 

being held liable for how they offer, interpret, and counsel patients about genetic tests. Failure to offer 
a test can carry legal risks—in one Pennsylvania case, a doctor was found to have a legal duty to his 
patient's teenage son, who died of an inherited heart condition. Another concern is a doctor's or a lab's 

responsibility when understanding of a variant changes after the initial testing. A $2 million project 
called LawSeq aims to build a legal foundation to support genomic medicine. Opinions from judges and 
new laws and regulations, which some believe are necessary, may also help health care practitioners 

determine how to avoid liability and offer guidance. 
 
Policy Forum 
Building upon foundations for evidence-based policy 

By Robert Hahn 
Science10 May 2019 : 534-535 Restricted Access 
Can government culture evolve under a promising new law? 
Summary 
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There is no natural constituency for evidence-based policy. It should, by rights, be the public who 
wants the most from their government (and their public funds). But the public, like most politicians, is 

often not aware of the ins and outs of evaluation methods and evidence. Think tanks and academics 
have long filled this gap and will likely continue to play key roles. But legislation signed into law in early 
2019 could transform the way U.S. government officials design programs by introducing more scientific 

evidence into the process. On the basis of recommendations of the bipartisan U.S. Commission on 
Evidence-Based Policymaking (1), this Foundations for Evidence-Based Policymaking Act of 2018 (2) 
(“Evidence Act”) could help usher in a cultural shift toward evidence-based policy, and in so doing shed 

new light on many policy challenges, including welfare, crime prevention, drug abuse, and inequality 
[e.g., (3)]. This act received broad support from Congress (4), suggesting that many legislators are 
beginning to see the value of making sure the programs that they fund deliver on their promise, and of 

making the policy-making process more transparent. But the act is just a foundation, not the full 
building. Getting from this act to more effective policy outcomes means getting departments and 
agencies to buy into a new culture where rigorous evaluation matters more in designing and funding 

programs. 
 
Reports 
Measles and the canonical path to elimination 

By Matthew Graham, Amy K. Winter, Matthew Ferrari, Bryan Grenfell, William J. Moss, Andrew S. 
Azman, C. Jessica E. Metcalf, Justin Lessler 
Science10 May 2019 : 584-587 Open Access  

As birth rates change over time and vaccine coverage improves, measles dynamics change in a globally 
consistent way. 
The path to elimination 
Measles is highly infectious and can be dangerous. The classic 1968 vaccine is highly effective, and it 
should be possible to eliminate measles. Graham et al. found that measles transmission changes as 
vaccination coverage and birth rates (that is, the rate of arrival of susceptible individuals into the 

population) change in a country in response to socioeconomic variables. As a result, measles 
everywhere follows the canonical mode of decline in response to vaccination campaigns. Incidence is 
initially high, and variability is low. As incidence declines, variability increases, and as incidence drops 

toward elimination, so does variability. It is possible to identify countries that are deviating from this 
expectation and to adapt their vaccination programs to regain the path to elimination. 
Science, this issue p. 584 

Abstract 
All World Health Organization regions have set measles elimination goals. We find that as countries 
progress toward these goals, they undergo predictable changes in the size and frequency of measles 

outbreaks. A country’s position on this “canonical path” is driven by both measles control activities and 
demographic factors, which combine to change the effective size of the measles-susceptible 
population, thereby driving the country through theoretically established dynamic regimes. Further, 

position on the path to elimination provides critical information for guiding vaccination efforts, such as 
the age profile of susceptibility, that could only otherwise be obtained through costly field studies or 
sophisticated analysis. Equipped with this information, countries can gain insight into their current and 

future measles epidemiology and select appropriate strategies to more quickly achieve elimination 
goals. 
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Stanford Social Innovation Review 

Spring 2019   Volume 17, Number 2  
https://ssir.org/issue/fall_2018 
   For nearly a century public policy making has been informed more by theory than by practice: a 

group of experts propose prescriptions, and elected officials turn these into laws and programs. In “The 
New Practice of Public Problem Solving,” the cover story in the Spring 2019 issue of Stanford Social 
Innovation Review, two authors from a Washington, DC, think tank propose a new approach that is 
faster, more bottom-up, and more iterative. 

Health  
The Crisis of Youth Mental Health  
By Eliot Brenner  

Children and adolescents confront a mental health treatment gap in which many who need help do not 
get it. Philanthropy can help fill this gap by investing in new models of delivering care 
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Volume 11, Issue 2 (January-2 2019)  
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https://systematicreviewsjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles 

[Accessed 11 May 2019]  
Protocol 
Demographic and risk group heterogeneity across the UNAIDS 90-90-90 targets: a 

systematic review and meta-analysis protocol  
Despite policies for universal HIV testing and treatment (UTT) regardless of CD4 count, there are still 
1.8 million new HIV infections and 1 million AIDS-related deaths annually. The UNAIDS 90-90-90 goals 
targ...  
Authors: Dylan Green, Brenda Kharono, Diana M. Tordoff, Adam Akullian, Anna Bershteyn, Michelle 
Morrison, Geoff Garnett, Ann Duerr and Paul Drain 

Citation: Systematic Reviews 2019 8:110  
Published on: 6 May 2019 
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UN Chronicle 

Vol. LV Nos. 3 & 4 2018  December 2018  
New Technologies: Where to? 
   This issue focuses on new technologies and their potential benefits for humanity as well as their 

expanding use in advancing the 2030 Agenda. It explores the promise of our digital age, while posing 
important questions about where these technologies are leading us, and how their misuse could also 
lead to increased inequality and conflict.   
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World Heritage Review  
http://whc.unesco.org/en/review/90/ 
World Heritage n°90 - January 2019  

World Heritage Success Stories  
   The World Heritage Convention is a legal tool. In adhering to it, countries commit to protect heritage 
within their borders and to refrain from any deliberate measures that might damage directly or 

indirectly the cultural and natural heritage of the territory of other States Parties to this Convention. 
   The true measure of the Convention is the effectiveness of its implementation. It is the concrete 
results that matter, for the sites and for the people who live in or near them. When there are positive 
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results at one World Heritage property, all countries that are party to the Convention can benefit from 
this success. 

   In this issue, we look at specific cases of actions at World Heritage sites that have benefited and 
improved their state of conservation… 
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