
   

  

   
 
 

The Sentinel 
Human Rights Action :: Humanitarian Response :: Health :: Education ::  

Heritage Stewardship :: Sustainable Development 
__________________________________________________ 

 
Period ending 30 March 2019 

 
 
 

This weekly digest is intended to aggregate and distill key content from a broad spectrum of practice domains 
and organization types including key agencies/IGOs, NGOs, governments, academic and research institutions, 
consortiums and collaborations, foundations, and commercial organizations. We also monitor a spectrum of peer-
reviewed journals and general media channels. The Sentinel’s geographic scope is global/regional but selected 
country-level content is included. We recognize that this spectrum/scope yields an indicative and not an 
exhaustive product.  
 
The Sentinel is a service of the GE2P2 Global Foundation, which is solely responsible for its content. Comments 
and suggestions should be directed to: 

David R. Curry 
Editor, The Sentinel 
President. GE2P2 Global Foundation 

           david.r.curry@ge2p2center.net 

 
The Sentinel is also available as a pdf document  

linked from this page:  
http://ge2p2-center.net/ 

 
Support this knowledge-sharing service:  

Your financial support helps us cover our costs and address a current shortfall in our  
annual operating budget. Click here to donate and thank you in advance for your contribution. 

 
_____________________________________________ 

 
 
Contents [click on link below to move to associated content] 
:: Week in Review 
:: Key Agency/IGO/Governments Watch - Selected Updates from 30+ entities 
:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch - Media Releases, Major Initiatives, Research 
:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch -Selected Updates 
:: Journal Watch - Key articles and abstracts from 100+ peer-reviewed journals 
  
 
 
 

file:///C:/Users/ge2p2global/Dropbox/GE2P2%20-%20Sentinel/ge2p2.0rg
mailto:david.r.curry@ge2p2center.net
http://ge2p2-center.net/
https://secure.squarespace.com/commerce/donate?donatePageId=57918a5be4fcb55e46632974


   

  

 
:: Week in Review  
A highly selective capture of strategic developments, research, commentary, analysis and 
announcements spanning Human Rights Action, Humanitarian Response, Health, Education, Holistic 
Development, Heritage Stewardship, Sustainable Resilience. Achieving a balance across these broad 
themes is a challenge and we appreciate your observations and ideas in this regard. This is not 
intended to be a "news and events" digest. 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Terrorism – Financing 
 
Security Council Unanimously Adopts Resolution Calling upon Member States to Combat, 
Criminalize Financing of Terrorists, Their Activities 
New Technologies Must Not Stifle Financial Inclusion, Cautions Expert, Citing $1.7 Billion ‘Unbanked’ 
People in Terrorism-Prone Regions 
28 March 2019   SC/13754 
The Security Council called upon Member States today to step up efforts to combat and criminalize the 
financing of terrorists and their activities, adopting a resolution on the issue before holding a day-long 
open debate that placed the spotlight on international cooperation, capacity-building and respect for 
international law. 
 
Unanimously adopting resolution 2462 (2019) under Chapter VII of the United Nations Charter, the 
Council reaffirmed its resolution 1373 (2001) — adopted in the wake of the 11 September 2001 attacks 
in the United States — which requires all States to prevent and suppress the financing of terrorist acts 
and to refrain from providing support to those involved in them. 
 
By other terms of the resolution, all States shall — in a manner consistent with their obligations under 
international law — ensure that their laws and regulations make it possible to prosecute and penalize, 
as serious criminal offences, the provision or collection of funds, resources and services intended to be 
used for the benefit of terrorist organizations or individual terrorists. 
 
It demands that Member States ensure that their counter-terrorism measures are in compliance with 
their obligations under international law, including international humanitarian law, international human 
rights law and international refugee law.  The resolution also calls upon Member States to conduct 
financial investigations into terrorism-related cases and to more effectively investigate and prosecute 
cases of terrorist financing, applying criminal sanctions as appropriate. 
 
Briefing the Council, Marshall Billingslea, President of the Financial Action Task Force — an inter-
governmental body that sets standards for combating money-laundering and terrorist financing, said all 
States must understand the ways in which they may be vulnerable to terrorist financing.  With risks 
extending beyond the banking and financial sectors, States must identify all potentially vulnerable 
sectors, he added.  More broadly, Mr. Billingslea, who is also Assistant Secretary for Terrorist Financing 
in the United States Department of the Treasury, said Member States must also address fundamental 
issues that create environments conducive to terrorism and terrorist financing, such as corruption, 
weak governance and lack of respect for the rule of law… 
 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sc13754.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sc13754.doc.htm
https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/2462(2019)


   

  

:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Venezuela 
 
OAS Permanent Council Adopts Resolution on Humanitarian Assistance in Venezuela 
March 27, 2019 
   The Permanent Council of the Organization of American States (OAS) today approved the resolution 
"Humanitarian Assistance in Venezuela" in which it encourages member states, permanent observers, 
and the competent international organizations “to continue providing support and implementing 
measures to address the humanitarian crisis in Venezuela." The document also urges Venezuelan public 
institutions especially the military and police establishments, “to refrain from blocking the entry of 
humanitarian aid into Venezuela, duly respecting the humanitarian principles of humanity, impartiality, 
neutrality, and operational independence of humanitarian assistance, as well as respect for human 
rights." 
 
Statement from the OAS General Secretariat 
March 25, 2019  
   The General Secretariat of the Organization of American States (OAS) rejects the recent Russian 
military incursion into Venezuelan territory, which was not authorized by the National Assembly, as 
required by the Venezuelan Constitution, and which was done in support of a government that has 
been declared illegitimate. 
   The presence of military personnel and military transport constitutes a harmful act to Venezuelan 
sovereignty. The foreign military personnel are an instrument of repressive intimidation in the context 
of a democratic transition led by the interim President Juan Guaidó. 
   As previously stated in a declaration (E-080/18) and verbal note (OSG-555/18) of the General 
Secretariat, this military mission violates the Venezuelan Constitution by not having been authorized by 
the National Assembly, as required by Article 187 paragraph 11. 
   It is unacceptable that a foreign government engages in military cooperation programs with a 
usurping regime that has been declared illegitimate by resolutions and Inter-American law, which also 
threatens hemispheric peace and security. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Property Rights  
 
Women in Half the World Still Denied Land, Property Rights Despite Laws 
Global campaign “Stand For Her Land” aims to bridge gap between law and practice so that women 
can realize their equal rights to land 
 
WASHINGTON, March 25, 2019 – Women in half of the countries in the world are unable to assert 
equal land and property rights despite legal protections, warned members of a new global campaign 
that formally launches today. The campaign, Stand For Her Land, aims to close this persistent 
gap between law and practice worldwide so that millions of women can realize these 
rights in their daily lives. 
 

http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=E-017/19
http://www.oas.org/documents/eng/press/CP40578E07-Humanitarian-Assistance-in-Venezuela.pdf
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=E-015/19
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=E-080/18
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2019/03/25/women-in-half-the-world-still-denied-land-property-rights-despite-laws
http://stand4herland.org/


   

  

“For men and women alike, land is the foundation for security, shelter, and livelihood, supports 
women’s dignity and creates pathways to empowerment and economic opportunity,” said Karol 
Boudreaux, Chief Program Officer with the land rights group, Landesa, a founding partner of the Stand 
For Her Land campaign. “For women, land truly is a gateway right – without it, efforts to improve the 
basic rights and well-being of all women will continue to be hampered.” 
 
Stand For Her Land founding partners include: Habitat for Humanity, Huairou Commission, 
Landesa, Global Land Tool Network (GLTN) Partners, and the World Bank. 
 
“Secure land rights are essential for women’s economic empowerment and creating incentives for 
investment, providing an asset that can be leveraged for agriculture or business development, and 
offering a solid foundation for financial stability,” said Anna Wellenstein, Director, Social, Urban, Rural 
and Resilience Global Practice, World Bank. “Improving women’s access to – and control over – 
economic resources also has a positive effect on a range of development goals, including poverty 
reduction and economic growth. We are committed to working with partners to close the gap and 
make land rights for women a reality globally.” 
 
Persistent discriminatory social norms and practices are among the strongest barriers 
standing between women and their land and property rights. Weak implementation of 
policies, insufficient capacity to enforce laws, and a lack of political will further compound 
the problem. And poor access to legal services and a lack of understanding of laws within 
communities and households – and by women themselves – build an invisible but near impenetrable 
wall to women realizing land and property rights in rural and urban areas alike. 
 
“Insecure land rights create obstacles for women engaging in farming and other agricultural activities, 
in starting and running a home-based enterprise, and, as we’ve observed, in accessing safe and decent 
housing,” said Jane Katz, Director of International Affairs and Programs, of Habitat for Humanity 
International. “As urbanization continues to increase, land rights are an issue for all those living in cities 
as well as in rural areas.”… 
 
The main objective of the campaign is to drive real change on the ground – consolidating 
local and national efforts by civil society groups, grassroots organizations, advocates and 
allies across sectors… 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Development 
 
Accelerating Progress: An Empowered, Inclusive, and Equal Asia and the Pacific 
United Nations, Asian Development Bank, United Nations Development Programme 
2019 :: 72 pages 
Conclusions 
Empowerment of vulnerable groups and their greater inclusion in social, economic and political realms 
can accelerate the implementation of the 2030 Agenda, but requires a comprehensive policy agenda 
that cuts across sectors, development actors and thematic areas. Creating an equal society in all its 
different dimensions requires whole-of-society and whole-of government approaches anchored in 
coordinated action. 

http://www.habitat.org/
https://huairou.org/
http://www.landesa.org/
https://gltn.net/
http://www.worldbank.org/
http://sdgasiapacific.net/knowledge-product


   

  

 
There are three cross-cutting enablers to be tapped in moving forward.  
   :: First, partnering for innovative contextual research, social dialogues and disaggregated data is 
essential to expand understanding of vulnerabilities and vulnerable groups, and to explain ‘outliers’ in 
existing datasets.  
   :: Second, tapping into next-generation development solutions, especially involving technology and 
innovation, can significantly expand the options Governments have at their disposal for empowering 
people and ensuring inclusiveness and equality.  
   :: Finally, there is a need to inject new vigour in civic-engagement efforts, by institutionalizing 
engagement mechanisms and building capacity of civil society organizations and increasing access to 
high-quality civic education. 
 
Greater regional collaboration to promote mutual learning, exchange best-practices and establish 
regional initiatives on empowerment and inclusion, such as institutionalized efforts to engage with civil 
society at the regional level, can also play a critical role in supporting progress… 
 
 
Press Release 
Empowering People and Promoting Inclusion and Equality for All Leads to Greater 
Sustainable Development 
BANGKOK, THAILAND (27 March 2019) — Empowering people and ensuring inclusiveness and equality 
is critical to realizing sustainable development, said a joint report released today by the United Nations 
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), the Asian Development Bank (ADB), 
and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). 
 
The report, Accelerating Progress: An Empowered, Inclusive, and Equal Asia and the Pacific, explores 
how empowering people and ensuring their inclusion in social, economic, and political activities can 
accelerate progress towards the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 
 
“This report provides practical advice to translate concepts into action in important areas such as 
climate change, resource mobilization, and civic engagement,” said United Nations Under-Secretary-
General and Executive Secretary of ESCAP Ms. Armida Alisjahbana. “I hope that the report, including its 
policy recommendations, are useful to stakeholders in the region to demystify the concepts of 
empowerment and inclusion.” 
 
The report proposes a framework of four mutually reinforcing elements that can promote greater 
empowerment and inclusion, namely: rights and justice, norms and institutions, participation and voice, 
and resources and capabilities… 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Featured Journal Content 
 
PNAS - Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States  
of America 
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/ 
[Accessed 30 Mar 2019] 

https://www.adb.org/news/empowering-people-and-promoting-inclusion-and-equality-all-leads-greater-sustainable
https://www.adb.org/news/empowering-people-and-promoting-inclusion-and-equality-all-leads-greater-sustainable
http://sdgasiapacific.net/knowledge-product
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/recent


   

  

Ancient trash mounds unravel urban collapse a century before the end of Byzantine 
hegemony in the southern Levant  
Guy Bar-Oz, Lior Weissbrod, Tali Erickson-Gini, Yotam Tepper, Dan Malkinson, Mordechay Benzaquen, 
Dafna Langgut, Zachary C. Dunseth, Don H. Butler, Ruth Shahack-Gross, Joel Roskin, Daniel Fuks, 
Ehud Weiss, Nimrod Marom, Inbar Ktalav, Rachel Blevis, Irit Zohar, Yoav Farhi, Anya Filatova, Yael 
Gorin-Rosen, Xin Yan, and Elisabetta Boaretto 
PNAS published ahead of print March 25, 2019. https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1900233116  
Significance 
Historians have long debated the role of climate in the rise and fall of empires of the 1st millennium 
CE. Drastic territorial contraction of the Byzantine Empire, societal decline, and beginning of the 
European Middle Ages have generally been linked to the Islamic conquests of the seventh century. This 
multidisciplinary archaeological investigation of trash mounds in the Negev Desert establishes the end 
date of organized trash management in the Byzantine-period city of Elusa and demonstrates urban 
collapse a century before the Islamic transition. Our findings, taken together with other evidence for 
Byzantine urban dysfunction, the Justinianic Plague, and recent research on the Late Antique Little Ice 
Age, flesh out the impact of the sixth century on broad historical trajectories. 
 
Toward understanding the impact of artificial intelligence on labor  
Morgan R. Frank, David Autor, James E. Bessen, Erik Brynjolfsson, Manuel Cebrian, David J. Deming, 
Maryann Feldman, Matthew Groh, José Lobo, Esteban Moro, Dashun Wang, Hyejin Youn, and Iyad 
Rahwan 
PNAS published ahead of print March 25, 2019. https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1900949116  
Abstract 
Rapid advances in artificial intelligence (AI) and automation technologies have the potential to 
significantly disrupt labor markets. While AI and automation can augment the productivity of some 
workers, they can replace the work done by others and will likely transform almost all occupations at 
least to some degree. Rising automation is happening in a period of growing economic inequality, 
raising fears of mass technological unemployment and a renewed call for policy efforts to address the 
consequences of technological change. In this paper we discuss the barriers that inhibit scientists from 
measuring the effects of AI and automation on the future of work. These barriers include the lack of 
high-quality data about the nature of work (e.g., the dynamic requirements of occupations), lack of 
empirically informed models of key microlevel processes (e.g., skill substitution and human–machine 
complementarity), and insufficient understanding of how cognitive technologies interact with broader 
economic dynamics and institutional mechanisms (e.g., urban migration and international trade policy). 
Overcoming these barriers requires improvements in the longitudinal and spatial resolution of data, as 
well as refinements to data on workplace skills. These improvements will enable multidisciplinary 
research to quantitatively monitor and predict the complex evolution of work in tandem with 
technological progress. Finally, given the fundamental uncertainty in predicting technological change, 
we recommend developing a decision framework that focuses on resilience to unexpected scenarios in 
addition to general equilibrium behavior. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
DRC – Ebola 
 
WHO reaffirms commitment to Democratic Republic of the Congo as Ebola outbreak nears 
1000 cases amid increased violence 

https://www.pnas.org/content/early/2019/03/19/1900233116
https://www.pnas.org/content/early/2019/03/19/1900233116
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1900233116
https://www.pnas.org/content/early/2019/03/21/1900949116
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1900949116
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/23-03-2019-who-reaffirms-commitment-to-the-democratic-republic-of-the-congo-as-ebola-outbreak-nears-1-000-cases-amid-increased-violence
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/23-03-2019-who-reaffirms-commitment-to-the-democratic-republic-of-the-congo-as-ebola-outbreak-nears-1-000-cases-amid-increased-violence


   

  

WHO calls on international community to join urgent push to end outbreak 
Statement 
23 March 2019   Geneva/Brazzaville/Goma 
As the Ebola outbreak in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) approaches 1000 cases amid 
increased violence, WHO reaffirmed its commitment both to ending the outbreak and working with the 
government and communities to build resilient health systems. 
 
Since the outbreak was declared in August 2018 there have been 993 confirmed and probable cases 
and 621 deaths in North Kivu and Ituri provinces. 
 
“We use words like ‘cases’ and ‘containment’ to be scientific, but behind every number is a 
person, a family and a community that is suffering,” said Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, 
WHO Director-General. “This outbreak has gone on far too long. We owe it to the people of 
North Kivu to work with them in solidarity not only to end this outbreak as soon as 
possible, but to build the health systems that address the many other health threats they 
face on a daily basis.” 
 
More than 96,000 people have been vaccinated against Ebola in DRC, along with health workers in 
Uganda and South Sudan. As of 21 March, 38 of 130 affected health areas have active transmission. 
More than 44 million border screenings have helped to slow the spread of Ebola in this highly mobile 
population. No cases have spread beyond North Kivu and Ituri provinces, and no cases have crossed 
international borders. 
 
However, the risk of national and regional spread remains very high, especially when episodes of 
violence and instability impact the response. 
 
“As we mourn the lives lost, we must also recognize that thousands of people have been protected 
from this terrifying disease,” said Dr Matshidiso Moeti, WHO Regional Director for Africa. “We are 
working in exceptionally challenging circumstances, but thanks to support from donors and the efforts 
of the Ministry of Health, WHO and partners, we have saved thousands of lives.” 
 
WHO has more than 700 people in DRC and is working hard with partners to listen to the affected 
communities and address their concerns and give them greater ownership of the response, particularly 
in the current outbreak hotspots of Katwa and Butembo. 
 
“The communities affected by this outbreak are already traumatized by conflict,” said Dr Tedros. ”Their 
fear of violence is now compounded by fear of Ebola. Community engagement takes time. There are 
no quick fixes. But we are learning and adapting to the evolving context every day.” 
 
Despite the challenges, most communities accept response interventions. More than 90% of those 
eligible for vaccination accept it and agree to post-vaccination follow-up visits. 
Independent analysis of vaccination data indicate that the vaccine is protecting at least 
95% of those who receive it in a timely manner. More than 80% of people also accept safe and 
dignified burials, a key to preventing onward transmission. 
 
“Despite the increased frequency of attacks by armed groups, WHO will stay the course and will work 
with communities to end this outbreak together with the Ministry of Health and partners,” said Dr 



   

  

Tedros. “We need redoubled support from the international community, and a commitment to push 
together to bring this outbreak to an end.” 
 
For the next 6 months, the combined financial need for all response partners is at least US$148 million. 
As of 19 March, US$ 74 million had been received. 
 
“We count on donors to help close the funding gap so we can end this outbreak as soon as possible,” 
said Dr Tedros. “We will still be in DRC long after this outbreak has finished, working with the 
government and communities on the road to universal health coverage. We are committed to 
improving the health of the people of DRC now and in years to come.” 
 
:: 34: Situation report on the Ebola outbreak in North Kivu  26 March 2019 
:: Ebola virus disease – Democratic Republic of the Congo   28 March 2019 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
Emergencies 
 
POLIO   
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
Polio this week as of 20 March 2019 
:: Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, WHO Director-General and Chair of the Polio Oversight Board, has 
issued a personal response to the extraordinary joint statement published in January by the Chairs of 
the main, independent, advisory and oversight committees of the GPEI.  The joint statement is an 
impassioned plea by the Chairs of the Strategic Advisory Group of Experts on immunization (SAGE), the 
Independent Monitoring Board, the Emergency Committee of the International Health Regulations 
(IHR) Regarding International Spread of Poliovirus and the Global Commission for the Certification of 
the Eradication of Poliomyelitis (GCC) – the Chairs urged everyone involved in the GPEI to ensure polio 
will finally be assigned to the history books by 2023. [see above] 
:: On 27 March 2019, the WHO’s Southeast Asia Region marked five years since being declared wild 
polio-free, with the last case in the Region detected in India on 13 January 2011. The five-year 
anniversary of SEARO certification celebrated success in India and across countries of the region, 
showcasing how countries have used the skills, knowledge and infrastructure built up by the polio 
programme after eradication and highlight lessons learned from the Region that are now being applied 
in other parts of the world. 
 
Summary of new viruses this week:  
:: Pakistan – two wild poliovirus type 1 (WPV-1) cases and 15 WPV1-positive environmental samples; 
:: Nigeria— two circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type 2 (cVDPV2) cases, one cVDPV2-positive 
environmental.  
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
Editor’s Note: 
WHO has posted a refreshed emergencies page which presents an updated listing of Grade 3,2,1 
emergencies as below. 

https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/311507/SITREP_EVD_DRC_20190326-eng.pdf
https://www.who.int/csr/don/28-march-2019-ebola-drc/en/
http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
http://polioeradication.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Response-by-WHO-DG-and-Chair-of-Polio-Oversight-Board-Dr-Tedros-Ghebreyesus.pdf
http://polioeradication.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/GPEI-Letter-chairs-January2019.pdf
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/


   

  

 
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
Democratic Republic of the Congo  
:: 34: Situation report on the Ebola outbreak in North Kivu  26 March 2019 
:: Ebola virus disease – Democratic Republic of the Congo   28 March 2019 
 
Syrian Arab Republic  
:: Health situation - Al-Hol camp  16 March 2019  
 
South Sudan  
::  Kawthar defeats tuberculosis: improving access to diagnosis and treatment in rural areas in Syria  
27 March 2019 
 
Myanmar  
:: WHO appeals for international community support; warns of grave health risks to Rohingya refugees 
in rainy season 
   Dhaka, 29 March 2018 - With a grossly underfunded health sector grappling to meet the needs of 1.3 
million Rohingyas in Bangladesh’s Cox’s Bazar, the World Health Organization has appealed to the 
international community to contribute generously to enable appropriate and timely health services to 
this highly vulnerable population, now facing grave risks to their lives and health in view of the coming 
rainy season… 
 
Yemen  
:: Two years since world's largest outbreak of acute watery diarrhoea and cholera, Yemen witnessing 
another sharp increase in reported cases with number of deaths continuing to increase  
   Muscat/Amman/Cairo, 26 March 2019 – “In Yemen, since the beginning of the year until 17 March, 
nearly 109 000 cases of severe acute watery diarrhoea and suspected cholera were reported with 190 
total associated deaths since January. Nearly one third of the reported cases are children under the 
age of 5. This comes 2 years since Yemen witnessed the world's largest outbreak when more than 1 
million cases were reported. 
   “We fear that the number of suspected cholera cases will continue to increase with the early arrival 
of the rainy season and as basic services, including lifesaving water systems and networks, have 
collapsed. The situation is exacerbated by the poor status of sewage disposal systems, the use of 
contaminated water for agriculture, unreliable electricity to store food and    the displacement of 
families as they flee escalating violence, especially in Hudaydah and Tai’z. 
   “Our teams in Yemen are working day and night with a wide network of local partners to respond 
and stop the further spread and transmission of disease. Focusing on 147 priority districts, additional 
health, water, hygiene and sanitation supplies are being mobilized. Rapid response teams have been 
deployed. A total of 413 diarrhoea treatment centres and oral rehydration centres are operational in all 
147 priority districts. Partners are repairing water and sanitation systems. In the past weeks, we scaled 
up chlorination activities to disinfect water in 95 priority districts and provided fuel and spare parts to 
keep going water supply and sanitation networks. A round of oral cholera vaccine campaign reached 
over 400 000 people in several districts. Meanwhile, community-based awareness-raising efforts 
reached 600 000 people in house-to-house campaigns since early 2019 to provide families with 
information on hygiene practices and improve the reporting of symptoms and seeking of treatment… 
 
Bangladesh - Rohingya crisis - No new digest announcements identified   
Nigeria - No new digest announcements identified   

http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cod/en/
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/311507/SITREP_EVD_DRC_20190326-eng.pdf
https://www.who.int/csr/don/28-march-2019-ebola-drc/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/syr/en/
http://applications.emro.who.int/docs/SYR/COPub_SYR_crisis_2_2019_EN_22365.pdf?ua=1
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ssd/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/syr/syria-news/who-support-to-people-with-tb.html
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mmr/en/
http://www.searo.who.int/bangladesh/rohingyahealthrisks/en/
http://www.searo.who.int/bangladesh/rohingyahealthrisks/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/yem/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/yem/yemen-news/two-years-since-world-largest-outbreak-of-acute-watery-diarrhoea-and-cholera-yemen-witnessing-another-sharp-increase-in-reported-cases-with-number-of-deaths-continuing-to-increase.html
http://www.emro.who.int/yem/yemen-news/two-years-since-world-largest-outbreak-of-acute-watery-diarrhoea-and-cholera-yemen-witnessing-another-sharp-increase-in-reported-cases-with-number-of-deaths-continuing-to-increase.html
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/bgd/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/nigeria/en/


   

  

Somalia - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
occupied Palestinian territory   
:: WHO strongly condemns killing of health worker in the West Bank, March 2019     
   The World Health Organization (WHO) strongly condemns the killing of Sajed Mazher, a first 
responder working with the Palestinian Medical Relief Society in the West Bank, occupied Palestinian 
territory… 
 
Brazil (in Portugese) - No new digest announcements identified 
Cameroon  - No new digest announcements identified  
Central African Republic  - No new digest announcements identified 
Ethiopia - No new digest announcements identified 
Hurricane Irma and Maria in the Caribbean - No new digest announcements identified 
Iraq - No new digest announcements identified   
Libya - No new digest announcements identified 
MERS-CoV - No new digest announcements identified 
Niger - No new digest announcements identified 
Sao Tome and Principe Necrotizing Cellulitis (2017) - No new digest announcements identified 
Sudan - No new digest announcements identified 
Ukraine - No new digest announcements identified 
Zimbabwe - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 1 Emergencies  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
Afghanistan  
Chad  
Indonesia - Sulawesi earthquake 2018 
Kenya  
Lao People's Democratic Republic  
Mali  
Namibia - viral hepatitis  
Peru  
Philippines - Tyhpoon Mangkhut 
Tanzania  
 
:::::: 
 
WHO AFRO - Outbreaks and Emergencies Bulletin - Week 12/2019 
Week 12: 18- 24 March 2019 
The WHO Health Emergencies Programme is currently monitoring 65 events in the region. This week’s 
edition covers key new and ongoing events, including: 
:: Cyclone in Mozambique and Zimbabwe 
:: Ebola virus disease in Democratic Republic of the Congo 
:: Humanitarian crisis in Mali 

http://www.who.int/emergencies/somalia/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/opt/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/pse/palestine-news/who-strongly-condemns-killing-of-health-worker-in-the-west-bank.html
https://www.paho.org/bra/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cmr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/caf/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/eth/en/
http://www.paho.org/disasters/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=3613:hurricane-irma-and-maria-in-the-caribbean-2&Itemid=904&lang=en
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/irq/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/lby/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/mers-cov/en/
http://afro.who.int/fr/countries/niger
http://afro.who.int/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/sdn/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ukr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/zwe/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/afg/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tcd/en/
http://www.searo.who.int/mediacentre/emergencies/sulawesi-earthquake/en/
http://www.afro.who.int/countries/kenya
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/lao/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mli/en/
http://afro.who.int/news/baseline-assessment-national-viral-hepatitis-response-namibia
http://www.paho.org/per/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/phl/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tza/en/
http://newsletters.afro.who.int/outbreaks-weekly-bulletin/b91gq563lv43uumq8e588a?email=true&a=11&p=54748125


   

  

:: Humanitarian crisis in Central African Republic. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – L3 Emergencies 
The UN and its humanitarian partners are currently responding to three 'L3' emergencies. This is the 
global humanitarian system's classification for the response to the most severe, large-scale 
humanitarian crises.  
Yemen  
:: Yemen Humanitarian Update Covering 7 - 21 March 2019 | Issue ... 
 
Syrian Arab Republic   - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Corporate Emergencies 
When the USG/ERC declares a Corporate Emergency Response, all OCHA offices, branches and 
sections provide their full support to response activities both at HQ and in the field. 
Ethiopia   
:: Ethiopia Humanitarian Bulletin Issue #5 | 4-17 March 2019 
 
Somalia  - No new digest announcements identified 
 

 
*                      *                       *                        * 

 

Agency/Government/IGO Watch 
We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for key 
media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on regional or global 
level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific coverage is limited. Please 
suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
 
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly  
[to 30 Mar 2019] 
https://www.un.org/press/en 
28 March 2019  
SC/13754 
Security Council Unanimously Adopts Resolution Calling upon Member States to Combat, 
Criminalize Financing of Terrorists, Their Activities 
   The Security Council called upon Member States today to step up efforts to combat and criminalize 
the financing of terrorists and their activities, adopting a resolution on the issue before holding a day-
long open debate that placed the spotlight on international cooperation, capacity-building and respect 
for international law. 
 
28 March 2019  
GA/PAL/1422 

https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/yemen
https://reliefweb.int/node/3049883
https://www.unocha.org/syria
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/ethiopia
https://reliefweb.int/node/3042028
https://www.unocha.org/somalia
https://www.un.org/press/en
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sc13754.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sc13754.doc.htm


   

  

Briefing Palestinian Rights Committee, Observer says International Community’s Inaction, 
‘Blanket’ Support by United States Emboldens Israeli Occupation 
   Updating the Palestinian Rights Committee on recent developments in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territory, the observer for the State of Palestine today cautioned that the international community’s 
inaction, blanket support from the United States President and hate speech by Israeli politicians in the 
run-up to Israel’s presidential elections in April has emboldened the occupying Power. 
 
27 March 2019  
SC/13753 
Security Council Members Regret Decision by United States to Recognize Israel’s 
Sovereignty over Occupied Syrian Golan 
   Most Security Council members expressed regret today over the decision by the United States to 
recognize Israel’s sovereignty over the Syrian Golan, stressing the importance of upholding 
international law, as the 15-member organ heard briefings on the situation in that occupied territory. 
 
27 March 2019  
SC/13751 
United Nations Seeks Negotiated Political Solution as Syria Conflict Enters Ninth Year, 
Under-Secretary-General Tells Security Council 
   With the conflict in Syria having just entered its ninth year, and the country’s people having endured 
eight years of horrendous suffering, the United Nations is seeking to forge a negotiated political 
solution, the Organization’s senior political and peacebuilding affairs official told the Security Council 
today. 
 
26 March 2019  
SEA/2094 
Delegates Discuss Best Ways to Share Benefits of Marine Genetic Resources in Proposed 
New Oceans Treaty, as Intergovernmental Conference Continues 
  With the Intergovernmental Conference to draft a new maritime diversity treaty under the 
1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea continuing its second substantive session today, 
delegates debated how best to share the benefits of marine genetic resources and how to monitor their 
use in areas beyond national jurisdictions. 
 
26 March 2019  
SC/13745 
Special Coordinator for Middle East Peace Process Warns Security Council of Potential 
Catastrophe as Renewed Violence Flares in Gaza Strip 
   The Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process warned the Security Council today about 
the danger of renewed violence in the Gaza Strip, “with potentially catastrophic consequences”, in the 
aftermath of rocket and mortar attacks from the Palestinian enclave and Israel’s robust military 
response. 
 
 
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true  
Top News 
UN Human Rights Chief to visit Mexico from 5-9 April 
 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/gapal1422.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/gapal1422.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sc13753.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sc13753.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sc13751.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sc13751.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sea2094.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sea2094.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sc13745.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sc13745.doc.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24429&LangID=E


   

  

Brazil must reconsider plan to celebrate military coup anniversary, says UN expert 
 
Khashoggi case: UN expert calls for public trials of accused killers in Saudi Arabia 
 
China must fulfil repeated pledges on chemical safety: expert 
 
Sri Lankan official misrepresents discussion of UN human rights report - Bachelet 
 
 
United Nations Human Rights Council  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Committee on the Rights of the Child [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the sale and sexual exploitation of children   [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx  
28 March 2019 
Bulgaria: UN expert on sale and sexual exploitation of children to visit 
 
 
SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed 
Conflict [to 30 Mar 2019] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 
Monday, 25 March 2019 
MoU to Strengthen the Protection of Children Affected by Armed Conflict in Yemen Signed 
with the Coalition to Support Legitimacy in Yemen 
 
 
SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict 
[to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/ 
18 March, 2019 
Remarks by Ms. Pramila Patten Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual 
Violence in Conflict. Women’s rights and the 2030 Agenda: The CEDAW Convention and the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, 18 March 2019, United Nations Headquarters 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights   [to 30 Mar 2019] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx 
28 March 2019 
UN expert: Lao PDR’s economic strategy entrenches poverty 
 

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24431&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24421&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24423&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24412&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24419&LangID=E
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/mou-to-strengthen-the-protection-of-children-affected-by-armed-conflict-in-yemen-signed-with-the-coalition-to-support-legitimacy-in-yemen/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/mou-to-strengthen-the-protection-of-children-affected-by-armed-conflict-in-yemen-signed-with-the-coalition-to-support-legitimacy-in-yemen/
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/
https://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/statement/remarks-by-ms-pramila-patten-special-representative-of-the-secretary-general-on-sexual-violence-in-conflict-womens-rights-and-the-2030-agenda-the-cedaw-convention-and-the-2030-agenda-for-s/
https://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/statement/remarks-by-ms-pramila-patten-special-representative-of-the-secretary-general-on-sexual-violence-in-conflict-womens-rights-and-the-2030-agenda-the-cedaw-convention-and-the-2030-agenda-for-s/
https://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/statement/remarks-by-ms-pramila-patten-special-representative-of-the-secretary-general-on-sexual-violence-in-conflict-womens-rights-and-the-2030-agenda-the-cedaw-convention-and-the-2030-agenda-for-s/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24416&LangID=E


   

  

28 March 2019 
Statement by Professor Philip Alston, United Nations Special Rapporteur on extreme 
poverty and human rights on his visit to Lao PDR, 18-28 March 2019 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable 
standard of physical and mental health  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx 
26 March 2019 
Plans to redevelop UK’s Seven Sisters market pose human rights threat, say UN experts 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples   [to 30 Mar 2019] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx 
26 March 2019 
Costa Rica: Murder of indigenous leader Sergio Rojas Ortiz condemned by UN experts 
   …Mr. Rojas had, for more than four decades, tirelessly defended the rights of indigenous peoples 
against the illegal occupation of their territories. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN OCHA [to 30 Mar 2019] 
https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases 
Selected Press Releases  [as presented on webpage] 
29 March 2019 
Humanitarian Coordinator for the occupied Palestinian territory, Mr. Jamie McGoldrick, 
calls for action to prevent further loss of life and injury in the Gaza Strip 
 
27 March 2019 
Innocent civilians wounded and killed during attacks on hospitals in Sa’ada and Taizz. 
 
26 March 2019 
Mozambique Cyclone Idai: Summary of the appeal (As of 24 Mar ... 
 
 
Centre for Humanitarian Data/HDX  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
https://centre.humdata.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24417&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24417&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24409&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24410&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx
https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases
https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/humanitarian-coordinator-occupied-palestinian-territory-mr
https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/humanitarian-coordinator-occupied-palestinian-territory-mr
https://reliefweb.int/node/3054803
https://reliefweb.int/node/3052328
https://centre.humdata.org/


   

  

 
UNICEF  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases 
Selected Press Releases/Reports/Statements 
Press release 
Participation in sport can improve children’s learning and skills development, new Barça 
Foundation and UNICEF report finds 
The report launches today at an international consultation on sport for development for children at the 
FC Barcelona Auditorium 
28/03/2019  
 
Press release 
Cyclone Idai: More than 1.5 million children urgently need assistance across Mozambique, 
Malawi and Zimbabwe – UNICEF 
UN children’s agency launches US$122 million humanitarian appeal amidst worst disaster to hit 
southern Africa in decades 
27/03/2019  
 
Statement 
Two years since world's largest outbreak of Acute Watery Diarrhea and Cholera, Yemen 
witnessing another sharp increase in reported cases with number of deaths continuing to 
increase 
Statement by Geert Cappelaere, UNICEF Regional Director in the Middle East and North Africa and Dr 
Ahmed Al Mandhari, WHO Regional Director for the Eastern Mediterranean 
26/03/2019  
 
Press release 
Participation in sport can improve children’s learning and skills development, new Barça 
Foundation and UNICEF report finds26/03/2019  
 
Press release 
Participation in sport can improve children’s learning and skills development, new Barça 
Foundation and UNICEF report finds26/03/2019 
  
Press release 
Participation in sport can improve children’s learning and skills development, new Barça 
Foundation and UNICEF report finds26/03/2019  
 
Statement 
Statement by UNICEF Executive Director Henrietta Fore on village attack in Mali 
24/03/2019  
 
Press release 
Participation in sport can improve children’s learning and skills development, new Barça 
Foundation and UNICEF report findsUNICEF Executive Director Henrietta Fore wraps up visit to 
affected area of Beira one week after Cyclone hit 
23/03/2019  
 

https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/participation-sport-can-improve-childrens-learning-and-skills-development-new-bar%C3%A7a
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/participation-sport-can-improve-childrens-learning-and-skills-development-new-bar%C3%A7a
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/participation-sport-can-improve-childrens-learning-and-skills-development-new-bar%C3%A7a
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/cyclone-idai-more-15-million-children-urgently-need-assistance-across-mozambique
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/cyclone-idai-more-15-million-children-urgently-need-assistance-across-mozambique
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/cyclone-idai-more-15-million-children-urgently-need-assistance-across-mozambique
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/cyclone-idai-more-15-million-children-urgently-need-assistance-across-mozambique
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/two-years-worlds-largest-outbreak-acute-watery-diarrhea-and-cholera-yemen-witnessing
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/two-years-worlds-largest-outbreak-acute-watery-diarrhea-and-cholera-yemen-witnessing
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/two-years-worlds-largest-outbreak-acute-watery-diarrhea-and-cholera-yemen-witnessing
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/two-years-worlds-largest-outbreak-acute-watery-diarrhea-and-cholera-yemen-witnessing
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/participation-sport-can-improve-childrens-learning-and-skills-development-new-bar%C3%A7a
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/participation-sport-can-improve-childrens-learning-and-skills-development-new-bar%C3%A7a
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/participation-sport-can-improve-childrens-learning-and-skills-development-new-bar%C3%A7a
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/participation-sport-can-improve-childrens-learning-and-skills-development-new-bar%C3%A7a
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/participation-sport-can-improve-childrens-learning-and-skills-development-new-bar%C3%A7a
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/participation-sport-can-improve-childrens-learning-and-skills-development-new-bar%C3%A7a
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/participation-sport-can-improve-childrens-learning-and-skills-development-new-bar%C3%A7a
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/participation-sport-can-improve-childrens-learning-and-skills-development-new-bar%C3%A7a
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/participation-sport-can-improve-childrens-learning-and-skills-development-new-bar%C3%A7a
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/statement-unicef-executive-director-henrietta-fore-village-attack-mali
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/statement-unicef-executive-director-henrietta-fore-village-attack-mali
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/participation-sport-can-improve-childrens-learning-and-skills-development-new-bar%C3%A7a
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/participation-sport-can-improve-childrens-learning-and-skills-development-new-bar%C3%A7a
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/participation-sport-can-improve-childrens-learning-and-skills-development-new-bar%C3%A7a


   

  

 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html 
Briefing notes 
UNHCR says funds urgently needed for displaced Cameroonians 26 Mar 2019 
 
Press releases and news comments 
First UNHCR relief flight lands in Mozambique 27 Mar 2019 
 
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
Selected Announcements 
IOM Continues Relief Efforts in Zimbabwe, Malawi after Cyclone Idai 
2019-03-29 22:56 
   Harare, Zimbabwe and Pretoria, South Africa — The International Organization for Migration (IOM) is 
addressing the humanitarian needs of populations affected by Cyclone Idai in Zimbabwe, Malawi, in 
addition to the ongoing response in Mozambique after an appeal was launched... 
 
Mali: Strengthening Psychosocial Support for Sustainable Reintegration of Returned 
Migrants 
2019-03-29 12:09 
   Bamako – Since 2017, over 11,000 Malians have been assisted by the International Organization for 
Migration (IOM) and the Government of Mali to voluntarily return home. 
 
Mediterranean Migrant Arrivals Reach 11,901 in 2019; Deaths Reach 311 
2019-03-29 11:25 
Geneva – The International Organization for Migration (IOM) reports that 11,901 migrants and 
refugees have entered Europe by sea through 27 March. 
 
Perfect Storm of Vulnerability Risks Leads People into Human Trafficking, New Study Finds 
2019-03-26 16:03 
   London – Vulnerability to human trafficking and modern slavery is influenced by overlapping and 
interconnected risk factors which cut across individual, household, family, community and structural 
dynamics, according to a new study.  
 
 
UNAIDS [to 30 Mar 2019]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
Selected Press Releases/Reports/Statements 
27 March 2019 
Liberia’s catch-up plan takes shape  
 
27 March 2019 
UN and AU working together for sustainable development  
 
26 March 2019 
Modelling the next set of HIV data  

http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2019/3/5c99e8254/unhcr-says-funds-urgently-needed-displaced-cameroonians.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/3/5c9b2c064/first-unhcr-relief-flight-lands-mozambique.html
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-continues-relief-efforts-zimbabwe-malawi-after-cyclone-idai
https://www.iom.int/news/mali-strengthening-psychosocial-support-sustainable-reintegration-returned-migrants
https://www.iom.int/news/mali-strengthening-psychosocial-support-sustainable-reintegration-returned-migrants
https://www.iom.int/news/mediterranean-migrant-arrivals-reach-11901-2019-deaths-reach-311
https://www.iom.int/news/perfect-storm-vulnerability-risks-leads-people-human-trafficking-new-study-finds
http://www.unaids.org/en
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2019/march/20190327_liberia_catchup_plan
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2019/march/20190327_RCM_Africa
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2019/march/modelling-the-next-set-of-hiv-data


   

  

 
25 March 2019 
Only half of HIV-exposed babies are tested for HIV  
 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 30 Mar 2019]  
27 March 2019 | News Release 
Diseases cost African region $2.4 trillion per year 
WHO launches an investment case to achieve SDGs and universal health coverage in Africa  
   Praia, Cabo Verde, 27 March 2019 – The World Health Organization (WHO) estimates that nearly 630 
million years of healthy life were lost in 2015 due to the diseases afflicting the population across its 47 
Member States in Africa, now amounting to a loss of more than 2.4 trillion international dollars ($) from 
the region’s gross domestic product value annually. 
   Noncommunicable diseases have overtaken infectious diseases as the largest drain on productivity, 
accounting for 37 per cent of the disease burden. Other culprits for lost healthy years are 
communicable and parasitic diseases; maternal, neonatal and nutrition-related conditions; and injuries. 
   Around 47%, or $ 796 billion, of this lost productivity value could be avoided in 2030 if the 
Sustainable Development Goals related to these health conditions are achieved, WHO found. 
   “Four years into the implementation of countries’ efforts towards achieving UHC, current average 
expenditure on health in the Region falls short of this expectation,” the WHO Regional Director for 
Africa, Dr Matshidiso Moeti, writes in the foreword to A Heavy Burden: The Productivity Cost of Illness 
in Africa, which was launched during the second WHO Africa Health Forum this week in Cabo Verde. 
   As a target of Sustainable Development Goal 3, universal health coverage would require countries in 
the WHO African Region to spend, on average, at least $ 271 per capita per year on health, or 7.5% of 
the region’s gross domestic product… 
 
26 March 2019 | News Release 
Yemen witnessing sharp increase in reported cases of acute watery diarrhoea and cholera 
 
22 March 2019   Statement 
WHO reaffirms commitment to Democratic Republic of the Congo as Ebola outbreak nears 
1000 cases amid increased violence 
WHO calls on international community to join urgent push to end outbreak 
[See Ebola above for detail] 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO     
:: In Madagascar, mothers show grit to protect their children as government, partners battle measles 
epidemic  29 March 2019  
:: Diseases cost the African Region $2.4 trillion a year, says WHO  27 March 2019  
:: WHO Mobilizes Urban-based Congolese Refugees in Uganda for Ebola action  26 March 2019  
:: WHO reaffirms commitment to Democratic Republic of the Congo as Ebola outbreak nears 1000 
cases amid increased violence  24 March 2019  
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 

http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2019/march/20190325_gow_babies
https://www.afro.who.int/news/diseases-cost-african-region-24-trillion-year-says-who
http://www.emro.who.int/yem/yemen-news/two-years-since-world-largest-outbreak-of-acute-watery-diarrhoea-and-cholera-yemen-witnessing-another-sharp-increase-in-reported-cases-with-number-of-deaths-continuing-to-increase.html
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/23-03-2019-who-reaffirms-commitment-to-the-democratic-republic-of-the-congo-as-ebola-outbreak-nears-1-000-cases-amid-increased-violence
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/23-03-2019-who-reaffirms-commitment-to-the-democratic-republic-of-the-congo-as-ebola-outbreak-nears-1-000-cases-amid-increased-violence
http://www.afro.who.int/
https://www.afro.who.int/news/madagascar-mothers-show-grit-protect-their-children-government-partners-battle-measles
https://www.afro.who.int/news/madagascar-mothers-show-grit-protect-their-children-government-partners-battle-measles
https://www.afro.who.int/news/diseases-cost-african-region-24-trillion-year-says-who
https://www.afro.who.int/news/who-mobilizes-urban-based-congolese-refugees-uganda-ebola-action
https://www.afro.who.int/news/who-reaffirms-commitment-democratic-republic-congo-ebola-outbreak-nears-1000-cases-amid
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- No new digest announcements identified. 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
:: Marking five years of polio-free certification, WHO South-East Asia Region uses polio legacy to 
enhance overall immunization   SEAR/PR/1708 
   New Delhi, 27 March 2019: On this day in 2014, WHO South-East Asia Region was certified polio-
free, proving wrong many public health experts who believed that the Region, which accounts for one-
fourth of the global population, would be the last bastion for polio eradication. Five years on, the 
Region not only continues to maintain its polio-free status but is demonstrating how the polio legacy 
can effectively strengthen overall immunization and other programs… 
 
WHO European Region EURO  
:: Improving TB patient care in the Russian Federation with video-observed treatment 28-03-2019 
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: WHO strongly condemns killing of health worker in the West Bank  27 March 2019 
:: Yemen witnessing sharp increase in reported cases of acute watery diarrhoea and cholera 
27 March 2019 
:: Improving health outcomes for people with TB in Syria  27 March 2019 
:: Polio immunization campaign in Somalia aims to leave no child under 5 behind  26 March 2019 
:: WHO to release Arabic version of package on health system response to violence against women and 
girls 
   27 March 2019 ‒ As part of its effort to address violence against women and girls, the WHO Regional 
Office for the Eastern Mediterranean is launching an Arabic version of the WHO package on health 
system response to violence against women and girls. In releasing this evidence-based guidance, WHO 
seeks to ensure that preventing and responding to violence against women and... 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
:: Immunization gaps threaten gains on measles 
29 March 2019   News Release  Manila, Philippines 
   Measles outbreaks in the World Health Organization (WHO) Western Pacific Region are putting 
babies, children and young people at risk and threatening progress towards wiping out the disease. 
   The Region had historically low levels of measles cases and no major outbreaks in 2017. This 
landmark decline was achieved through steady efforts to vaccinate all children against measles, but last 
year, measles cases in the Region increased by 250%, and more than two-thirds of cases were in the 
Philippines. So far this year, the Philippines has reported 23 000 cases with 333 deaths — already more 
than all of last year. Tragically, most of the cases were among children under 5 years old. 
   Measles can cause debilitating complications, including encephalitis, severe diarrhoea and 
dehydration, pneumonia, ear infections and permanent vision loss. 
   “In recent months, we’ve seen how swiftly and easily measles can make a comeback in communities 
where not enough children have been immunized,” said WHO Regional Director for the Western Pacific 
Takeshi Kasai… 
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2019/ 
No new digest content identified. 
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UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
Selected Press Releases/Announcements 
Measuring Inequality in 21st Century 
   Bretton Woods II – New America, in partnership with the OECD surveyed 85 experts across different 
fields and organizations, including the World Bank, OECD, universities and civil society. These experts 
were asked to select their top Goals and 20 targets out of 169 Sustainable Development Goal (SDGs) 
targets, and to sequence them in order.   
   Of the 17 SDGs, experts believe that the top goal should be to reduce inequality, with the second to 
end poverty. 
Posted on March 28, 2019 
 
 
UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
UN Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN)  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://unsdsn.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 

UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
https://www.unenvironment.org/ 
28 Mar 2019 Press release  
UN Environment Programme and Principles for Responsible Investment agree with ICMM 
to co-convene mine tailings storage facilities review 
   26 March 2019, London, UK – The International Council on Mining & Metals (ICMM), the United 
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the Principles for Responsible Investment (PRI), today 
announced their agreement to co… 
 
27 Mar 2019 Press release  

http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release
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http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm
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https://www.unenvironment.org/
https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/press-release/un-environment-programme-and-principles-responsible-investment-agree
https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/press-release/un-environment-programme-and-principles-responsible-investment-agree


   

  

Trade in clean technologies offers opportunities in economic development, job creation 
and innation 
   The value of trade in clean technology related services has more than quintupled over the last 
decade, while global trade in clean technologies increased 60% from 2006 to 2016 Increasing trade in 
clean technologies promotes… 
 
26 Mar 2019 Press release  
New consortium to reduce environmental footprint of rice production 
   Sustainable Rice Landscape Initiative brings together international organizations, research institutes 
and private sector Rice production roughly equivalent to Germany in greenhouse gas emissions 
Consortium will target… 
 
 
UNISDR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://www.unisdr.org/archive 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news.html 
Latest News 
27 March 2019, New York  
Frontier technologies: A window of opportunity for leapfrogging! 
   The World Economic and Social Survey 2018: Frontier Technologies for Sustainable Development 
(WESS 2018)—the flagship report of the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs 
(DESA)—describes technologies at our disposal that can help us eradicate hunger and epidemics, 
increase life expectancy, reduce carbon emissions, automate manual and repetitive tasks, create 
decent jobs, improve quality of life and facilitate the achievement of new heights of prosperity for all…. 
 
 
UNESCO  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://en.unesco.org/news 
27 March 2019 
Opportunities for sustainable development of rural areas through cultural and natural 
heritage 
 
 
International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS)  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
https://www.icomos.org/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 30 Mar 2019] 

https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/press-release/trade-clean-technologies-offers-opportunities-economic-development
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http://unhabitat.org/media-centre/news/ 
Posted March 29, 2019 
Improved housing doubles in Sub-Saharan Africa 
   London 29 March 2019—A new study led by the London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine, 
Imperial College London and Malaria Atlas Project, University of Oxford has revealed that improved 
housing had doubled on the African continent... 
 
UN-Habitat and Egypt hold smart cities conference 
   Zamalek, Egypt, 29 March 2019—UN-Habitat and Egypt held a two-day conference on March 24 and 
25 bringing together over 120 experts. “In order to be smart, cities need to be sustainable and 
inclusive”... 
 
UN-Habitat hands over three new urban settlements to vulnerable Iraqi returnees in post-
conflict areas 
   Anbar, Iraq 26 March 2019 – UN-Habitat handed over a total of 286 durable core houses in Ramadi, 
Fallujah and Karma in the Anbar Governorate constructed under the Gender-Sensitive Durable Shelter 
Support for Internally Displaced Persons in... 
 
Global campaign to advance digital rights targets 100 cities in 100 days 
   NAIROBI, 28 March 2019: – The internet and other digital technologies can drive sustained and 
inclusive economic growth, social and cultural development, and environmental protection and promote 
sustainable accelerated achievement of SDG 11 – making cities and... 
 
 
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ILO International Labour Organization  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm 
ILO100 
100 years in a day – the ILO embraces the globe with a ‘virtual’ tour   
28 March 2019  
   A global webcast, covering 24 offices in 24 hours, will showcase the diversity of ILO work, as part of 
the ILO 100 celebrations. 
 
Future of business 
Business models worldwide face radical change: ILO-IOE study   
25 March 2019  
   A new study finds that innovation and flexibility are needed in the face of major changes affecting 
the way businesses around the world operate. 
 
 
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://www.icao.int/  
29/3/19 
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African States commit to strengthen reciprocal aviation and tourism growth at Inaugural 
ICAO/UNWTO Ministerial Conference 
 
 
IMO International Maritime Organization  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release 
28 March 2019  
State of the Climate in 2018 shows accelerating climate change impacts 
   The physical signs and socio-economic impacts of climate change are accelerating as record 
greenhouse gas concentrations drive global temperatures towards increasingly dangerous levels, 
according to a new report from the World Meteorological Organization. The WMO Statement on the 
State of the Global Climate in 2018, its 25th anniversary edition, highlights record sea level rise, as well 
as exceptionally high land and ocean temperatures over the past four years. This warming trend has 
lasted since the start of this century and is expected to continue. 
 
 
UPU  Universal Postal Union   [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://news.upu.int/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Organization for Standardization (ISO)  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/ 
By Elizabeth Gasiorowski-Denis on 29 March 2019  
The ISO International Standard that keeps us all up to date  
   ISO 8601:2019, Date and time – Representations for information interchange, is a two-part standard 
supported by all modern programming languages. Part 1 – Basic rules is the functional replacement for 
the 2004 version of the standard, while Part 2 – Extensions, as the title suggests, extends Part 1 with a 
new functionality. 
   The standard not only facilitates interchange across international boundaries, but also improves the 
portability of software, and will ease problems of communication within an organization and between 
organizations…. 
 
By Elizabeth Gasiorowski-Denis on 26 March 2019  
ISO 18091 standard brings sustainable development to local government  
   With a mandate to manage everything from transport to sewerage, to public lighting and civil 
protection, it’s no wonder citizens expect a lot from their local governments. Newly revised guidelines 
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help them to improve their activities and align them with local needs and expectations, for healthier, 
happier...  
 
  
UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://media.unwto.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CBD  Convention on Biological Diversity [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://www.cbd.int/press-releases/  
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
USAID [to 30 Mar 2019] 
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information 
March 26, 2019 
United States Announces Additional Humanitarian Assistance for Afghans Affected by 
Conflict, Drought, and Other Natural Disasters  
   The United States announced more than $61 million in additional humanitarian assistance to meet 
the needs of vulnerable communities, displaced persons, and returning refugees across Afghanistan, as 
well as Afghan refugees in the region. 
 
United States Announces Additional Humanitarian Assistance for People Affected by 
Cyclone Idai  
March 25, 2019 
Press Release 
   Today the United States, through the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), 
announced nearly $3.4 million in additional emergency humanitarian food assistance to meet the 
urgent needs caused by Cyclone Idai and the related flooding in the Republic of Mozambique.  This 
donation brings the total U.S. investment in this humanitarian response in southern Africa to nearly 
$4.1 million. 
 
 
DFID  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ECHO  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news 
27/03/2019 

http://media.unwto.org/news
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EU increases emergency assistance to Venezuela by €50 million 
   As the social and economic crisis in Venezuela continues to worsen, the European Commission is 
allocating a further €50 million in emergency assistance to help Venezuelans most in need.Today's 
announcement is also part of the EU's commitment to...  
 
27/03/2019 
EU channels further support for Mozambique following Cyclone Idai  
   At the request of Mozambique, the EU Civil Protection Mechanism has been activated to help those 
affected by the devastating impact of cyclone Idai. Commissioner for Humanitarian Aid and Crisis 
Management, Christos Stylianides said: “Mozambique is...  
 
:::::: 
 
African Union [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://www.au.int/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://asean.org/category/news/asean-secretariat-news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
European Commission [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1 
27/03/2019   
Venezuela: EU increases emergency assistance by €50 million    
 -  As the social and economic crisis in Venezuela continues to worsen, the European Commission is 
allocating a further €50 million in emergency assistance to help Venezuelans most in need.  
European Commission - Press release Brussels, 27 March 2019 As the social and economic crisis in 
Venezuela continues to worsen, the European Commission is allocating a further €50 million in 
emergency assistance to help Venezuelans most in need.  
 

 
OECD  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://www.oecd.org/  
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Organization of American States (OAS)   [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://www.oas.org/en/ 
March 27, 2019 
OAS Permanent Council Adopts Resolution on Humanitarian Assistance in Venezuela 
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   The Permanent Council of the Organization of American States (OAS) today approved the resolution 
"Humanitarian Assistance in Venezuela" in which it encourages member states, permanent observers, 
and the competent international organizations “to continue providing support and implementing 
measures to address the humanitarian crisis in Venezuela." The document also urges Venezuelan public 
institutions especially the military and police establishments, “to refrain from blocking the entry of 
humanitarian aid into Venezuela, duly respecting the humanitarian principles of humanity, impartiality, 
neutrality, and operational independence of humanitarian assistance, as well as respect for human 
rights." 
 
March 25, 2019  
Statement from the OAS General Secretariat 
   The General Secretariat of the Organization of American States (OAS) rejects the recent Russian 
military incursion into Venezuelan territory, which was not authorized by the National Assembly, as 
required by the Venezuelan Constitution, and which was done in support of a government that has 
been declared illegitimate. 
   The presence of military personnel and military transport constitutes a harmful act to Venezuelan 
sovereignty. The foreign military personnel are an instrument of repressive intimidation in the context 
of a democratic transition led by the interim President Juan Guaidó. 
   As previously stated in a declaration (E-080/18) and verbal note (OSG-555/18) of the General 
Secretariat, this military mission violates the Venezuelan Constitution by not having been authorized by 
the National Assembly, as required by Article 187 paragraph 11. 
   It is unacceptable that a foreign government engages in military cooperation programs with a 
usurping regime that has been declared illegitimate by resolutions and Inter-American law, which also 
threatens hemispheric peace and security. 
 
 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 30 Mar 2019] 
https://www.oic-oci.org/home/?lan=en 
26/03/2019 
The OIC Condemns Recognition by the US of “Israeli sovereignty” over Occupied Syrian 
Golan 
   The Organization of Islamic Cooperation condemned the recognition by the US Administration of 
“Israeli sovereignty” over the occupied Syrian Golan. It considered that this decision was designed to 
perpetuate a fait accompli and legitimize the Israeli occupation of the Golan Heights. It further stressed 
that this measure constitutes an explicit violation of the international law and the relevant UN 
resolutions, particularly UN Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 497 (1981).... 
 
OIC Renews Urgent Humanitarian Call for Mozambique 
   The OIC Secretary General, Dr. Yousef A. Al-Othaimeen, has urged again all OIC Member States and 
their respective civil society and philanthropic organizations to come forward and extend an urgent 
humanitarian assistance and support to the Government and people of Mozambique, which has been 
severely hit by the Tropical Cyclone “IDAI”. The storm caused extensive damages and massive flooding 
in the Central Eastern Provinces of Sofala and Manica between 14 and 16 March 2019, which resulted 
in thousands of deaths and an endless number of homeless.... 
25/03/2019 
 
 
Group of 77  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
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http://www.g77.org/ 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by Minister Riyad Mansour (State of Palestine), Chair 
of the Group of 77, at the High-level Meeting on the Protection of the Global Climate for 
Present and Future Generations of Humankind in the context of the economic, social and 
environmental dimensions of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (New York, 28 March 
2019) 
 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by Mr. Fuad Bateh, Senior Advisor, Mission of the 
State of Palestine to the United Nations, at the second session of the Intergovernmental Conference on 
an International Legally Binding Instrument under the United Nations Convention on the 
Law of the Sea on the Conservation and Sustainable Use of Marine Biological Diversity of 
Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction (New York, 25 March 2019) 
 
:::::: 
 
UNCTAD  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives]  
Press Releases 
29 Mar 2019 –  
Global e-Commerce sales surged to $29 trillion 
 
26 Mar 2019 –  
Lack of Attention on Digital in Development Strategies in Focus at Major United Nations 
Gathering 
 
 
World Customs Organization – WCO  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://www.wcoomd.org/ 
Selected Latest News  
29 March 2019  
Operation PRAESIDIO boosts global efforts to combat the illegal wildlife trade  
   …Operation PRAESIDIO’s activities impacted 41 countries across the globe, resulting in 267 seizures 
and 125 arrests. These figures are significant in terms of its overall impact as only 27 countries 
participated in the Operation, namely Angola, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Cambodia, Cameroon, Côte 
d’Ivoire, Republic of the Congo, Gabon, Ghana, Kenya, Lao (PDR), Madagascar, Malaysia, Malawi, 
Mozambique, Namibia, Nigeria, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Tanzania, Thailand, Togo, Uganda, Vietnam and 
Zambia, as well as China and Hong Kong, China. 
   “The WCO remains committed to the deployment of enforcement activities that aim to secure 
international supply chains and prevent illegal wildlife trade,” said WCO Secretary General Kunio 
Mikuriya. “Operation PRAESIDIO clearly demonstrated that fostering operational cooperation with our 
police counterparts yields results that go beyond the seizure of goods, leading up to important arrests 
and investigations which truly impact international organised crime,” he added… 
 
27 March 2019  
WCO and OECD move ahead with their anti-corruption agenda  
   On 20 and 21 March 2019, the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) 
hosted the 7th OECD Global Anti-Corruption and Integrity Forum at its Headquarters in Paris, with the 
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http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=190328
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=190328
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=190325
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=190325
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=190325
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=190325
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=190325
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx
https://unctad.org/en/Pages/PressRelease.aspx?OriginalVersionID=505
https://unctad.org/en/Pages/PressRelease.aspx?OriginalVersionID=504
https://unctad.org/en/Pages/PressRelease.aspx?OriginalVersionID=504
http://www.wcoomd.org/
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/media/newsroom/2019/march/operation-praesidio-boosts-global-efforts-to-combat-the-illegal-wildlife-trade.aspx
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/media/newsroom/2019/march/wco-and-oecd-move-ahead-with-their-anti-corruption-agenda.aspx


   

  

theme “Tech for Trust”.  Among the topics discussed were the ways that blockchain, big data analytics, 
artificial intelligence and other new technologies are transforming how governments, business and 
society operate.  The 2019 Forum focused on the risks and opportunities of new technologies for anti-
corruption and integrity, while new insights related to trade, foreign bribery, competition and 
development cooperation also featured in the discussions… 
 
 
WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
29 March 2019 
DG Azevêdo highlights role of trade agreements in enhancing women’s empowerment 
   Trade and trade agreements can be a useful mechanism to support women’s economic 
empowerment and thus boost economic growth and poverty reduction around the world, Director-
General Roberto Azevêdo said during a workshop on “Gender Considerations in Trade Agreements” 
held at the WTO on 28 March. 

:::::: 

IPU  Inter-Parliamentary Union   [to 30 Mar 2019] 
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Court of Justice  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Criminal Court (ICC)  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
Trying individuals for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/ 
Statement : 29 March 2019 
ICC President's keynote speech "A Tribute to Robert H Jackson – Recalling America’s 
Contributions to International Criminal Justice" at the annual meeting of American Society 
of International Law 
 
:::::: 
 
World Bank [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week]  
Press Release : 26 March 2019  
New Report Urges Action to Close Africa’s Gender Gaps in Business Performance 
   ACCRA, March 26, 2019 — A new World Bank report published today proposes a menu of evidence-
based solutions to address wide gender gaps in the performance and profitability of firms in sub-
Saharan Africa...  
Date: March 26, 2019 Type: Press Release  

http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news19_e/women_28mar19_e.htm
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases
https://www.icc-cpi.int/
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=190329-stat-pres
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=190329-stat-pres
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=190329-stat-pres
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2019/03/26/new-report-urges-action-to-close-africas-gender-gaps-in-business-performance


   

  

 
Eliminating Gender Disparities in Business Performance in Africa: Supporting Women-
Owned Firms 
   WASHINGTON, March 26, 2019 – While women entrepreneurs are a vital and vibrant source of 
economic growth across Sub-Saharan Africa, a new World Bank analysis shows that women-owned 
businesses consistently...  
Date: March 26, 2019 Type: Publication 
 
Women in Half the World Still Denied Land, Property Rights Despite Laws 
   Global campaign “Stand For Her Land” aims to bridge gap between law and practice so that women 
can realize their equal rights to land WASHINGTON, March 25, 2019 – Women in half of the countries 
in the...  
Date: March 25, 2019 Type: Press Release  
 
 
IMF  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Africa-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
March 28, 2019 
Vienna Initiative, 10 Years On, Makes Case for Deeper Financial Integration in Emerging 
Europe  
 
March 25, 2019 
Opening Remarks by Christine Lagarde on Corporate Taxation in the Global Economy  
 
 
African Development Bank Group  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Africa-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
African Development Bank approves $20 million investment in Uhuru Growth Fund, to 
build regional champions across West Africa 
   27/03/2019 - The African Development Bank has approved a US$20 million equity investment in 
Uhuru Growth Fund 1, a first-generation fund sponsored by Uhuru Partners Limited, a private equity 
firm, focused on high growth middle-market businesses across West Africa. 
 
Africa Investment Forum: Partners reaffirm commitment to close Africa’s infrastructure 
gap 
   26/03/2019 - The African Development Bank, heads of 34 leading financial institutions covering 
Africa and other partners of the Africa Investment Forum reaffirmed their commitment to “scale up, 
speed up, and synergize” efforts to deliver transformative projects across the continent. 
 
 
Asian Development Bank  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://www.adb.org/news/releases 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-
level announcements are added each week] 

http://www.worldbank.org/en/region/afr/publication/eliminating-gender-disparities-in-business-performance-in-africa-supporting-women-owned-firms
http://www.worldbank.org/en/region/afr/publication/eliminating-gender-disparities-in-business-performance-in-africa-supporting-women-owned-firms
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2019/03/25/women-in-half-the-world-still-denied-land-property-rights-despite-laws
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article
https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2019/03/28/pr1998-vienna-initiative-10-years-on-makes-case-deeper-financial-integration-emerging-europe
https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2019/03/28/pr1998-vienna-initiative-10-years-on-makes-case-deeper-financial-integration-emerging-europe
https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2019/03/25/sp032519-md-piie-opening-remarks-on-international-corporate-taxation
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/african-development-bank-approves-20-million-investment-in-uhuru-growth-fund-to-build-regional-champions-across-west-africa-19137/
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/african-development-bank-approves-20-million-investment-in-uhuru-growth-fund-to-build-regional-champions-across-west-africa-19137/
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/africa-investment-forum-partners-reaffirm-commitment-to-close-africas-infrastructure-gap-19127/
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/africa-investment-forum-partners-reaffirm-commitment-to-close-africas-infrastructure-gap-19127/
http://www.adb.org/news/releases


   

  

27 Mar 2019 
Empowering People and Promoting Inclusion and Equality for All Leads to Greater 
Sustainable Development 
   Empowering people and ensuring inclusiveness and equality is critical to realizing sustainable 
development, said a joint report released today by the UNESCAP, ADB, and UNDP. 
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank   [to 30 Mar 2019] 
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-
level announcements are added each week] 
Beijing, China, March 28, 2019 
AIIB Investing in Bangladesh to Increase Stability of Electricity Supply 
   Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) President Jin Liqun has approved a loan of USD120 
million for a project that will upgrade and expand the power transmission system in the Chittagong 
region of Bangladesh, home to more than 4 million people.  
 
 
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news 
25 MAR 2019 
Liberia and IFAD partner to improve smallholder farmers’ incomes and climate resilience  
   – About 10,000 cocoa smallholder producers in Liberia will benefit from a new US$47.6 million 
project that aims to improve their food and nutrition security and raise their incomes by modernizing 
cocoa farming, increasing production and developing markets… 
 

 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 

 
:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
   We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new research and 
major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, collaborations, and initiatives 
across the human rights, humanitarian response and development spheres of action.  WE will not 
reference fundraising announcements, programs, events or appeals, and generally not include content 
which is primarily photo-documentation or video in format. 
 
 
Action Contre la Faim – Action Against Hunger  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Alliance for International Medical Action (ALIMA)  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
https://www.alima-ngo.org/en/press-room 
No new digest content identified. 
 

https://www.adb.org/news/empowering-people-and-promoting-inclusion-and-equality-all-leads-greater-sustainable
https://www.adb.org/news/empowering-people-and-promoting-inclusion-and-equality-all-leads-greater-sustainable
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/2019/20190328_001.html
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/41083166
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/
https://www.alima-ngo.org/en/press-room


   

  

 
Amref Health Africa  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://amref.org/news/news/ 
Latest News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Aravind Eye Care System  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://www.aravind.org/default/currentnewscontent 
No new digest content identified. 

 
 
BRAC  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://www.brac.net/#news 
March 28, 2019 
Finding hope in bright colours in a Rohingya refugee camp 
 
March 27, 2019 
Human trafficking and our failures: Is there a way out? 
 
 
CARE International  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases 
28th Mar 2019    
Cyclone Idai: CARE’s relief kits address fears of disease outbreak 
   CARE’s aid distributions in communities worst-affected by Cyclone Idai, are aimed at stemming the 
onset of a "second disaster" as experts warn of a cholera in Mozambique. 
 
26th Mar 2019      
Four years on, Yemen war leaves country reliant on humanitarian aid 
  26 March marks four years since the escalation of conflict in Yemen in 2015. In four years the country 
has seen the worst cholera outbreak in history, a declaration of famine, and a crippled economy. 
 
 
Clubhouse International  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
https://www.drc.dk/news 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
ECPAT  [to 30 Mar 2019]  
http://www.ecpat.net/news 
News & Updates 
No new digest content identified. 

http://amref.org/news/news/
http://amref.org/news/news/
http://www.aravind.org/default/currentnewscontent
http://www.brac.net/#news
http://blog.brac.net/finding-hope-in-bright-colours-in-a-rohingya-refugee-camp/
http://blog.brac.net/human-trafficking-and-our-failures-is-there-a-way-out/
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases
https://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases/cyclone-idai-cares-relief-kits-address-fears-of-disease-outbreak
https://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases/four-years-on-yemen-war-leaves-country-reliant-on-humanitarian-aid
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html
https://www.drc.dk/news
http://www.ecpat.net/news


   

  

 
 
Fountain House  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Humanity & Inclusion  [nee Handicap International]  [to 30 Mar 2019]  
http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases 
March 28, 2019 9:16 AM  
Mozambique Emergency | March 28 update  
 
March 25, 2019 9:12 PM  
Yemen | Conflict marks 4 years of horror  
 
 
Heifer International  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HelpAge International  [to 30 Mar 2019]  
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 

 
 
ICRC  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports      
Operational update on Cyclone Idai: Destruction and anguish as thousands remain 
homeless  
   As flood-waters from Cyclone Idai recede, the scale of the devastation left behind is becoming 
clearer 
29-03-2019 | News release  
  
ICRC Statement to the UN Security Council Open Debate on Preventing and Combating the 
Financing of Terrorism 
28-03-2019 | Article  
   
Yemen: Renewal of fighting is endangering tired, hungry and war-weary population 
   Four years after the beginning of the conflict in Yemen and only a few months after agreements that 
gave hope to a war-weary nation, a renewal in hostilities is again forcing people on the move and 
taking the country from bad to worse 
27-03-2019 | News release  
   
China: Framework agreement aims to help enterprises reduce risks in overseas operations  

http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press
http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases
https://www.hi-us.org/mozambique_emergency_news_march_28_update_how_to_help_donate
https://www.hi-us.org/yemen_4th_anniversary_of_conflict_news_press_release
http://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases.html
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/operational-update-cyclone-idai-destruction-and-anguish-thousands-remain-homeless
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/operational-update-cyclone-idai-destruction-and-anguish-thousands-remain-homeless
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/icrc-statement-un-security-council-open-debate-preventing-and-combating-financing-terrorism
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/icrc-statement-un-security-council-open-debate-preventing-and-combating-financing-terrorism
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/yemen-renewal-fighting-endangering-tired-hungry-and-war-weary-population
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/icrc-cccmc-dcaf-sign-framework-agreement-in-responsible-business-conduct


   

  

   The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), the China Chamber of Commerce of Metals, 
Minerals & Chemicals Importers & Exporters (CCCMC) and the Geneva Centre for the Democratic 
Control of Armed Forces (DCAF) signed a framework agreement on 2 
27-03-2019 | News release  
 
 
IFRC   [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
Americas, Venezuela 
IFRC to bring humanitarian aid into Venezuela 
The President of the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) has 
announced that IFRC will have unhindered access to bring humanitarian aid into Venezuela to support 
a major scale up of medical care and other assistance by the Venezuela Red Cross. 
29 March 2019 
 
Afghanistan, Asia Pacific 
Afghanistan: Ten million Afghans face severe hardship after extreme weather 
Ten million people in Afghanistan – more than a quarter of its population – face severe acute food 
insecurity and need urgent help after floods and drought, say the Afghan Red Crescent Society and the 
International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC). 
28 March 2019 
 
Africa, Mozambique 
Mozambique: Red Cross races to stop new disaster following confirmation of first cholera 
cases 
News that the first cases of deadly cholera have been confirmed in Mozambique has accelerated Red 
Cross and Red Crescent disease prevention activities in the vulnerable communities that have been 
devastated by Cyclone Idai. Jamie LeSueur, head of operations with the International Federation of 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) in Beira, said: “We will all have to move extremely fast to 
stop these isolated cases from becoming another major disaster within the ongoing crisis of Cyclone 
Idai. 
27 March 2019 
 
Mozambique 
Mozambique: “Speed, quality and scale of response critical to preventing disease 
outbreaks,” says IFRC Secretary General 
Geneva/Nairobi/Beira, 25 March 2019 – The Red Cross and Red Crescent network is speeding up 
efforts to prevent disease outbreaks in the aftermath of Cyclone Idai, with the arrival today of an 
Emergency Response Unit that will provide sanitation for 20,000 people every day. Two emergency 
field hospitals will follow. “After a disaster of this magnitude, the speed, quality, and scale of our 
response is critical to to stop the risk of waterborne disease outbreaks like cholera,” said the Secretary 
General of the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC), Elhadj As Sy, 
at a media briefing at the United Nations in Geneva today. “As flood waters recede, hundreds of 
thousands of people still lack water, shelter and health care. We now see even more clearly the real 
consequences of this disaster.” 
25 March 2019 
 

http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/ifrc-bring-humanitarian-aid-venezuela/
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/afghanistan-ten-million-afghans-face-severe-hardship-extreme-weather/
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/mozambique-red-cross-races-stop-new-disaster-following-confirmation-first-cholera-cases/
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/mozambique-red-cross-races-stop-new-disaster-following-confirmation-first-cholera-cases/
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/mozambique-speed-quality-scale-response-critical-preventing-disease-outbreaks-says-ifrc-secretary-general/
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/mozambique-speed-quality-scale-response-critical-preventing-disease-outbreaks-says-ifrc-secretary-general/


   

  

Asia Pacific, Indonesia 
Indonesia: Six months after Sulawesi triple disaster, survivors face slow and complex 
recovery 
Palu/Kuala Lumpur, 25 March 2019 – Six months after Sulawesi was hit by a powerful and shallow 
earthquake, tsunami and liquefaction, survivors face a painfully slow and complex recovery. On 28 
September 2018, a series of strong earthquakes struck Centr … 
25 March 2019 
 
 
International Medical Corps (IMC)   [to 30 Mar 2019] 
https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IRC  International Rescue Committee  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 
Press Release  
After four years of war, the world is failing the people of Yemen 
March 26, 2019  
 
Press Release  
Ebola outbreak in DRC surpasses 1000 cases, daily case rate on the rise 
March 24, 2019  
 
 
IRCT  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
https://irct.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Islamic Relief Worldwide  [to 30 Mar 2019]  
https://www.islamic-relief.org/ 
Latest News 
Islamic Relief joins communities in show of unity 
Published: 29 March, 2019  
 
Cyclone Idai response extended to Mozambique 
Published: 28 March, 2019  
 
Islamic Relief insights: Faith and feminism 
Published: 26 March, 2019  
 
Hunger and fear for millions in Yemen as brutal war enters its fifth year 
Published: 26 March, 2019  
 
 
Landsea   [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/ 

https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/indonesia-six-months-sulawesi-triple-disaster-survivors-face-slow-complex-recovery/
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/indonesia-six-months-sulawesi-triple-disaster-survivors-face-slow-complex-recovery/
https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/after-four-years-war-world-failing-people-yemen
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/ebola-outbreak-drc-surpasses-1000-cases-daily-case-rate-rise
https://irct.org/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/islamic-relief-joins-communities-in-show-of-unity/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/cyclone-idai-response-extended-to-mozambique/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/islamic-relief-insights-faith-and-feminism/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/hunger-and-fear-for-millions-in-yemen-as-brutal-war-enters-its-fifth-year/
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/


   

  

March 25, 2019 
Women in Half the World Still Denied Land, Property Rights Despite Laws  
   Global campaign Stand For Her Land aims to bridge gap between law and practice so that women 
can realize their equal rights to land 
 
 
Medecins du Monde   [to 30 Mar 2019]  
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/ 
30 March 2019 
NGOs call on Israel to halt excessive use of force and to end the Gaza Strip Blockade 
   March 30, 2019 will mark one year since the Great March of Return (GMR) demonstrations started in 
the Gaza Strip. 
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 30 Mar 2019]  
http://www.msf.org/ 
Selected News; Project Updates, Reports [as presented on website] 
Cyclone Idai & Southern Africa flooding  
The first six days after Cyclone Idai in Zimbabwe  
Voices from the Field 29 Mar 2019  
 
Cyclone Idai & Southern Africa flooding  
Malawi: “This time, the flooding has destroyed houses, not lives”  
Voices from the Field 29 Mar 2019  
 
Cyclone Idai & Southern Africa flooding  
MSF emergency response to Cyclone Idai and flooding  
Crisis Update 29 Mar 2019  
 
Palestine  
March of Return protestors abandoned after year of suffering  
Project Update 28 Mar 2019  
 
Cyclone Idai & Southern Africa flooding  
Mozambique declares cholera cases in Beira in wake of Cyclone Idai  
Project Update 28 Mar 2019  
 
Cyclone Idai & Southern Africa flooding  
Mozambique flooding and response: both enormous in scale  
Project Update 27 Mar 2019  
 
Venezuela  
MSF’s work across Venezuela  
Interview 27 Mar 2019  
 
Yemen  
MSF treats exponential increase in cholera cases since start of 2… 
Press Release 27 Mar 2019  

https://www.landesa.org/press-and-media/women-in-half-the-world-still-denied-land-property-rights-despite-laws/
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/
https://www.medecinsdumonde.org/en/news/palestine/2019/03/29/ngos-call-israel-halt-excessive-use-force-and-end-gaza-strip-blockade
http://www.msf.org/
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Central American Migration  
People fleeing put at risk through dangerous government migrati… 
Voices from the Field 26 Mar 2019  
 
Iraq  
The aftermath of the conflict in Hawija: “My only hope is to get b… 
Project Update 26 Mar 2019  
 
DRC 2018 Ebola outbreaks  
Crisis update - March 2019  
Crisis Update 25 Mar 2019  
 
 
Mercy Corps [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
Press Releases 
DR Congo: Ebola epidemic in DRC reaches 1,000 cases  
   Global organization Mercy Corps calls for increased efforts to stop spread of deadly disease GOMA, 
Congo — As the Ebola epidemic in DRC reaches the tragic milestone of over 1,000 cases, the global 
organization Mercy Corps warns that without drastic action, there is no end in sight for this crisis. 
 
Yemen: Mercy Corps: Yemen in State of Collapse as Country Enters Fifth Year of Conflict  
   Mercy Corps releases statement ahead of the fourth anniversary of the Yemen crisis. SANA’A, YEMEN 
– Four years after it started, the conflict in Yemen has created one of the world’s worst humanitarian 
crisis. 80 percent of the population is in need of humanitarian assistance and more than one third, 10 
million people cannot find enough to eat. The Stockholm Agreement, which was intended to begin 
peaceful negotiations for all parties to the conflict, is now on the brink of collapse. 
 
 
Operation Smile  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office 
Program Schedule 
Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve every 
opportunity for safe surgical care.  
 
 
OXFAM [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases 
Selected News/Announcements 
Oxfam distributing emergency aid to Cyclone Idai survivors in Malawi and Mozambique 
25 March 2019 
   Oxfam has distributed emergency supplies to survivors of Cyclone Idai in Nsanje district, one of the 
worst hit areas in the southern tip of Malawi, and in camps in Buzi near the city of Beira in 
Mozambique.  
 
 
Norwegian Refugee Council   [to 30 Mar 2019] 

https://www.msf.org/effects-state-policies-people-who-flee-their-homes-central-american-migration
https://www.msf.org/providing-healthcare-after-conflict-hawija-iraq
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http://www.nrc.no/ 
Latest news from NRC 
Yemen | 28. Mar 2019  
Yemen: the document that changes the future 
   A single document can determine the future of a displaced family. In Yemen, we provide birth 
certificates so that children are able to access life-saving health care, protection, education – and have 
evidence of their own existence.  
 
Middle East|Palestine | 26. Mar 2019  
Statement: NRC urges protection of civilians amid rise in hostilities 
   A rocket launched from the Gaza Strip early Monday morning struck a house in the town of 
Mishmeret, about 32 kilometres north of Tel Aviv, injuring seven people, including three children. 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has said Israel would respond forcefully to the attack. None 
of the armed groups in the Gaza Strip has claimed responsibility.  
 
Africa|Uganda | 25. Mar 2019  
Rich nations must renew support for refugees in Uganda 
   Living conditions in some of Uganda's largest refugee settlements are deteriorating due to a lack of 
funding and are resulting in refugees taking drastic measures to survive. The Norwegian Refugee 
Council calls on donor countries to take more responsibility for the 1.2 million refugees living in the 
poverty-stricken nation.  
 
Palestine | 25. Mar 2019  
Gaza children’s mental health rapidly deteriorating 
   More than two-thirds of children surveyed experiencing psychosocial distress  
 
 
Pact  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://www.pactworld.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Partners In Health  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://www.pih.org/blog  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
PATH  [to 30 Mar 2019]  
https://www.path.org/media-center/  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Plan International/BORNEfonden  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Save The Children [to 30 Mar 2019] 
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https://www.savethechildren.net/news 
Saturday 30 March 2019  
Gaza protests: Number of children killed in protests reaches 50  
   Save the Children’s Regional Director, Jeremy Stoner said:  "Save the Children is deeply concerned 
by emerging reports from Gaza Ministry of Health and news  that a 17-year old boy wasshot in the face 
and killed at the Gaza perimeter fence today. The full circumstances of the incident are not yet 
known."  
 
Thursday 28 March 2019  
Gaza protests one year on: Almost 3,000 children injured in Gaza protests required 
hospital treatment  
   Save the Children and its partners have spoken to more than a thousand children impacted by the 
protests many of whom are struggling to come to terms with life-changing injuries.  
 
Wednesday 27 March 2019  
Yemen hospital bombing: Number of children killed rises to five  
   The number of children killed in an airstrike which hit a Save the Children supported hospital in Kitaf, 
Yemen, yesterday has risen to five. 
 
Tuesday 26 March 2019  
Seven killed in bombing of save the children supported hospital in Yemen  
  
 
Tuesday 26 March 2019  
1,000 children infected every day as Yemen cholera outbreak spikes  
  
 
SOS-Kinderdorf International  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
https://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/news 
All News 
Youth employability  
Bringing colour to young people’s living spaces and future  
   29.03.2019 - Across Latin America, Asia, Africa and Europe, hundreds of AkzoNobel employees 
volunteered their time to strengthen young people’s employability skills and renovate SOS living 
spaces.  
 
UN Human Rights Council  
Empowering children with disabilities  
   28.03.2019 - The 40th session of the UN Human Rights Council in Geneva was concluded with a 
resolution to empower children with disabilities. SOS Children’s Villages International raised awareness 
on quality alternative care during the session.  
 
Empowering women  
From crushing rocks to building her own future  
   25.03.2019 - Decontee Zangar used to struggle to provide for her family. A single mother with five 
children and another child from her extended family, she sold crushed granite to survive. Today, she 
has a thriving business selling food.  
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Tostan  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://www.tostan.org 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Women for Women International  [to 30 Mar 2019]  
https://www.womenforwomen.org/ 
March 25, 2019 
The Power of Sisterhood and Healing Together for Women Survivors of War  
   During the yearlong program, women build sisterhoods that uplift them and help them heal from the 
trauma of war and violence. 
 
 
World Vision  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://wvi.org/ 
Friday, March 29th 2019  
Flash floods hit tens of thousands in Afghanistan overnight, World Vision responding 
    Herat – Severe rain and floodwaters on Thursday night (March 29) hit western Afghanistan, with 
early indications that tens of thousands  
 
:::::: 
 
Center for Media Ethics and Responsibility/CMFR   [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://cmfr-phil.org/media-ethics-responsibility/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Electronic Frontiers Foundation 
https://www.eff.org/updates?type=press_release 
Press Release | March 27, 2019  
Hearing Friday in Jewel NSA Spying Lawsuit: EFF Asks Court to Let Case Proceed to 
Determine Constitutionality of Mass Surveillance 
   Oakland, California—On Friday, March 29, at 9:00 am, the Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF) will 
tell a federal court that its clients should be allowed to proceed with their case challenging the 
constitutionality of NSA spying. The government’s latest attempts to prevent the court from evaluating 
the legality of surveilling millions... 
 
Press Release | March 26, 2019  
EFF Backs Redditor in Fight to Stay Anonymous 
   San Francisco—The Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF) is representing an anonymous Reddit 
commenter who is facing an abusive copyright claim from the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society, a 
group that publishes doctrines for Jehovah’s Witnesses. Today, EFF filed a motion to quash the attempt 
by Watchtower to unmask the online... 
 
 
Freedom House [to 30 Mar 2019] 
https://freedomhouse.org/news 
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Selected Press Releases, Statements, Research 
Press Releases 
US: Organizations Urge Congress to Increase Global Magnitsky Funding 
March 28, 2019 
   Freedom House joins 40 leading human rights organizations in support of congressional funding for 
implementation of Global Magnitsky sanctions. 
 
 
Human Rights Watch  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
https://www.hrw.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Transparency International  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases 
27 Mar 2019  
Anti-corruption reforms in The Gambia must move forward 
    New revelations of comprehensive state capture and grand corruption under former president Yahya 
Jammeh should spur anti-corruption efforts to benefit the people of The Gambia, Transparency 
International said today.  
 
::::: 
 
Bond  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
https://www.bond.org.uk/ 
News and views 
What does the 2019 Spending Review mean for UK aid? 
29 March 2019  
Ross Warwick 
   The 2019 Spending Review determines how government spending is to be distributed across 
departments, including spending on aid.   
 
No deal Brexit: DFID to underwrite EU funding 
27 March 2019  
  DFID will provide financial assurance for UK INGOs receiving EU funds if the UK leaves the EU without 
a deal.  
 
Facilitating meaningful child participation in safeguarding  
27 March 2019  
Teresa Sguazzin 
   Building a culture in which children’s voices are listened to and acted upon means young people can 
play an important role in safeguarding their communities 
 
 
ChildFund Alliance  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
https://childfundalliance.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

https://freedomhouse.org/article/us-organizations-urge-congress-increase-global-magnitsky-funding
https://www.hrw.org/
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressrelease/anti_corruption_reforms_in_the_gambia_must_move_forward
https://www.bond.org.uk/news
https://www.bond.org.uk/news/2019/03/what-does-the-2019-spending-review-mean-for-uk-aid
https://www.bond.org.uk/person/ross-warwick
https://www.bond.org.uk/news/2019/03/no-deal-brexit-dfid-to-underwrite-eu-funding
https://www.bond.org.uk/news/2019/03/facilitating-meaningful-child-participation-in-safeguarding
https://www.bond.org.uk/person/teresa-sguazzin
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CONCORD  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre 
LATEST PRESS RELEASES 
DEC aid agencies rush to respond as cholera cases jump from five to 138 in Mozambique  
30/03/2019  
Mozambique’s government confirms increase from five to 138 cholera cases  
Aid agencies working round the clock to deliver clean water, safe handwashing facilities and toilets to 
prevent cholera deaths  
 
DEC member British Red Cross deploys emergency team to support Mozambique relief 
efforts  
27/03/2019  
   A British Red Cross emergency hygiene and sanitation team has arrived in Mozambique to provide 
safe water and latrines for the tens of thousands of people affected by Cyclone Idai. 
 
 
The Elders  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://theelders.org/news-media 
Selected Press Releases and Major Announcements 
Climate change denial is a malign evil 
27 Mar 2019 
   Accepting the 2019 Kew International Medal for her work on climate justice, Mary Robinson called 
out fossil fuel companies for losing their social licence to operate. 
Speech 
 
Making the business case for access to justice 
27 Mar 2019 
   The global injustice of violence against women is estimated to cost between 1 and 4% of GDP. Hina 
Jilani considers the business case for access to justice. Read her keynote address to the OECD Global 
Policy Roundtable on Equal Access to Justice. 
Speech 
 
 
Evidence Aid   [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://www.evidenceaid.org/ 
Claire Allen   March 25, 2019   Blog  
Ebola and evidence: Five years on 
   … The 2014-2016 outbreak highlighted the need for there to be less of a disconnect between 
academia and the public health operational world.  Here at Evidence Aid, the Ebola Collection team 
have worked to collate available evidence in the form of systematic reviews to help guide and 
encourage decision-makers to implement evidence-based interventions. 
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http://www.evidenceaid.org/
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Gavi [to 30 Mar 2019] 
https://www.gavi.org/ 
Latest News 
27 March 2019  
Leadership training for supply chain managers expands to five African countries 
Over 22 private sector partners will support the innovative training and mentorship programme. 
   Nairobi/Accra,– The Strategic Training Executive Programme (STEP) for supply chain managers is 
expanding to five African countries, including Kenya, Ghana, Mozambique, Madagascar and the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), thanks to financial and in-kind support from the International 
Federation of Pharmaceutical Wholesalers (IFPW). The expansion of STEP is the result of significant 
country demand for stronger capacity in supply chain management. By the end of 2020, Gavi and IFPW 
expect more than 600 immunisation supply chain leaders to graduate from STEP programmes across 
Africa and Asia. 
    “STEP has become an essential component of Gavi’s support to strengthen supply chain 
management in low-income countries,” said Gavi Deputy CEO Anuradha Gupta. “With country demand 
increasing, what began as an effort to foster regional supply chain expertise in East Africa has 
extended well beyond this goal. Our continued partnership with IFPW allows even more Gavi-supported 
countries to benefit from improved management of health supply chains," she added… 
 
 
Global Fund  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Hilton Prize Coalition [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ICVA - International Council of Voluntary Agencies   [to 30 Mar 2019] 
https://icvanetwork.org/ 
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Latest Resources 
ICVA Annual Report 2018  
March, 2019 
 
 
INEE – an international network for education in emergencies   [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://www.ineesite.org/en/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
InterAction  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://www.interaction.org/ 
Humanitarian Practice  
Results-Based Protection Resource Playlist 
Jenny McAvoy, Director of Protection, InterAction  
Mar 28, 2019  
   InterAction partnered with DisasterReady.org to produce a results-based protection playlist of free 
resources to help reduce risks faced by crisis-affected and vulnerable people. 
 
 
Start Network [to 30 Mar 2019] 
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
3ie  International Initiative for Impact Evaluation [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://www.3ieimpact.org/ 
3ie Replication paper 23, 2019 
Biometric Smartcards and payment disbursement: a replication study of a state capacity-
building experiment in India 
Akinwande Atanda 
 
 
Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action 
(ALNAP)     [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://www.alnap.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CHS Alliance  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://chsalliance.org/news-events/news 
27/03/2019 
Important updates on the CHS Verification Scheme 
   The Core Humanitarian Standard was launched four years ago. We have learnt a lot from the 
verification processes organisations have undertaken to assess how successfully they have applied the 
standard, while acknowledging that the need for a more accountable aid sector is greater than ever. 
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Therefore, we are pleased to share some important updates designed to help our members and the 
wider sector with their verification journey against the CHS.  
 
26/03/2019 
Member of the Month: The Adventist Development and Relief Agency 
   In February, the Adventist Development and Relief Agency (ADRA) joined the CHS Alliance as its fifth 
global network, bringing 120 country offices as affiliate members. We sat down with ADRA’w president, 
Jonathan Duffy, and with Olivier Guth, director for global accountability to find out what motivated 
ADRA to join the CHS Alliance and how they are planning to push forward their commitment to quality 
and accountability.  
 
 
Development Initiatives   [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://devinit.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
EHLRA/R2HC   [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
Groupe URD   [to 30 Mar 2019] 
https://www.urd.org/?lang=en 
[Undated] 
The PASFASS project to increase the social empowerment of Chadian women  
March 2019 – March 2022  
   There are numerous challenges in Chad in terms of maternal, reproductive, neonatal, child and 
adolescent health, family planning and gender-based violence. To meet these challenges, CARE, the 
Bureau d’Appui Santé et Environnment (BASE) and Groupe URD have developed the PASFASS project 
which will target the provinces of Mandoul and Logone Oriental over the next 3 years, with support 
from the French Development Agency. Groupe URD is in charge of learning support and strategic 
programme management and will therefore carry out evaluations and studies to analyse the project 
results. 
 
 
International Humanitarian Studies Association  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
https://ihsa.info/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
The Sphere Project [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://www.sphereproject.org/news/ 
News 
Handbook launch events across the globe discuss diverse operations and how standards 
can help improve humanitarian action in complex situations  
27 March 2019 | Sphere 
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  Throughout March 2019, Sphere and its partners continued the roll-out of the new Sphere Handbook, 
with events scheduled across four continents. These events demonstrated a renewed commitment to 
providing better humanitarian assistance,... 
 
 
Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP)  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
https://phap.org/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
Brookings 
http://www.brookings.edu/ 
Accessed 30 Mar 2019 
Latest Research 
Technology & Innovation  
Trends in the Information Technology sector 
Makada Henry-Nickie, Kwadwo Frimpong, and Hao Sun 
Friday, March 29, 2019  
 
Higher Education  
The failings of online for-profit colleges: Findings from student borrower focus groups 
Robin Howarth and Lisa Stifler 
Thursday, March 28, 2019  
 
Health Care Reform  
Building on the ACA to achieve universal coverage 
Matthew Fiedler, Henry J. Aaron, Loren Adler, Paul B. Ginsburg, and Christen Linke Young 
Thursday, March 28, 2019  
 
Report  
Palestinian reconciliation and the potential of transitional justice 
Mia Swart 
Thursday, March 28, 2019  
 
Report  
Poverty, hunger, and malnutrition: Challenges and breakthroughs for rural revitalization 
Homi Kharas and Lorenz Noe 
Wednesday, March 27, 2019  
 
 
Center for Global Development    [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center 
March 26, 2019 
Midline Effects of a Randomized Controlled Trial to Increase the Utilization of Financial 
Services by Women Business Owners in Rural Indonesia - Working Paper 506 
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   This is the report of a midline evaluation of a randomized controlled trial to increase the utilization of 
saving and other financial services by women business owners in Indonesia. 
James C. Knowles  
 
March 26, 2019 
The Machines Are Not So Easy to Ride: Another Take on Automation 
   Contrary to popular imagination, automation in the workplace is not some modern-day development 
composed chiefly of hardware, robotics, and human-cognition level embedded algorithms. Instead, it 
is an old phenomenon consisting primarily of business productivity software deployment in the forms of 
enterprise resource planning, customer resource management, and human capital management 
solutions. And however far back one goes, process control and risk management have always 
competed with increased flexibility for priority in the business case for these systems. 
Bright Simons  
 
 
CSIS  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
https://www.csis.org/ 
Selected Reports 
Report 
The Changing Role of Energy in the U.S. Economy 
March 29, 2019 | Sarah Ladislaw Energy impacts the U.S. economy at the local, regional, and national 
levels. The CSIS Energy Program examines the key issues policymakers should consider as they 
prepare for the prospect of the United States as a net energy exporter or a transition to a low-carbon 
economy.  
 
Report 
Masterpiece Theater: Missed Opportunities for Missile Defense in the 2020 Budget 
March 29, 2019 | Thomas Karako, Wes Rumbaugh CSIS’s Thomas Karako and Wes Rumbaugh break 
down the 2020 missile defense budget submission, what it means for adapting to great power 
competition, and the delay of a space-based sensor layer.  
 
Report 
Perspectives on Taiwan 
March 28, 2019 | Bonnie S. Glaser, Matthew P. Funaiole The papers in this compendium were written 
by the 10 members of the 2018 TUPP delegation. Each participant was asked to reflect on their in-
country experience and produce a short article analyzing a policy issue related to Taiwan.  
 
Report 
Russian Meddling in the United States: The Historical Context of the Mueller Report 
March 27, 2019 | Seth G. Jones In light of the Mueller report’s finding that Russian intelligence 
conducted an aggressive campaign to influence the 2016 U.S. presidential election, CSIS’s Seth Jones 
explains how Moscow has long used “active measures” to manipulate U.S. elections.  
 
Report 
The Kremlin Playbook 2: The Enablers 
March 27, 2019 | Heather A. Conley, Donatienne Ruy  
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Some countries have enabled Russian malign economic influence to flow through their systems and 
across Europe. This feeds the Kremlin’s cycle of influence, weakens democratic structures in Europe, 
and threatens U.S. and transatlantic security. 
 
Report 
Access for What? Elevating Civilian Protection and Quality Access for Humanitarian Action 
in Syria 
March 25, 2019 | Melissa Dalton, Hijab Shah Donors, the UN, and NGOs must coordinate action with 
firm adherence to humanitarian principles, putting Syrian civilians first, even as the United States and 
its allies chart political objectives to counter the Syrian government and its supporters.  
 
Report 
Nutrition Policy Primer: The Untapped Path to Global Health, Economic Growth, and 
Human Security 
March 25, 2019 | Amy R. Beaudreault  
This new primer from the CSIS Global Health Policy Center outlines the role of global nutrition role as a 
foundation for lifelong health, economic growth, and political stability and underscores the critical 
contribution of U.S. funding. 
 
 
ODI   [to 30 Mar 2019] 
https://www.odi.org/  
Selected Press Releases & Reports 
Rich countries risk national interest through short-sighted aid policies – ODI research  
Press release | 26 March 2019 
   ODI research suggests donors are increasingly prioritising their own domestic interests over the 
needs of the poorest 
 
Prindex comparative report  
Research reports and studies | March 2019 | Joseph Feyertag, Ian Langdown and Anna Locke 
   In the largest dataset of its kind, this collection presents the clearest, most definitive picture of how 
secure people feel in their homes and properties. 
 
Global perceptions of urban land tenure security: evidence from 33 countries  
Research reports and studies | March 2019 | Joseph Feyertag, Ian Langdown and Anna Locke 
   This report investigates the correlation between demographic, economic and spatial characteristics 
and perceived tenure insecurity. 
 
Women's perceptions of tenure security: evidence from 33 countries  
Research reports and studies | March 2019 | Joseph Feyertag, Ian Langdown and Anna Locke 
   This report uses household-level data from 33, mostly developing, countries to analyse perceptions 
of tenure insecurity among women. 
 
The Principled Aid Index: understanding donor motivations  
Briefing papers | March 2019 | Nilima Gulrajani and Rachael Calleja 
   We examine the degree to which donors use Official Development Assistance to contribute to a safer, 
more sustainable and more prosperous world. 
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Remittances in humanitarian crises  
Working and discussion papers | March 2019 | John Bryant 
   Remittances provide a significant flow of money to people caught up in humanitarian crises, but they 
are not widely understood by humanitarian actors. 
 
Dignity and humanitarian action in displacement  
Research reports and studies | March 2019 | Irina Mosel and Kerrie Holloway 
   This paper explores dignity in humanitarian response, using evidence from Afghanistan, Bangladesh, 
Colombia, Lebanon, the Philippines and South Sudan. 
 
 
Urban Institute   [to 30 Mar 2019] 
https://www.urban.org/publications 
March 29, 2019  
Reinstating SNAP Work-Related Time Limits  
   The federal government is considering a proposed change to long-standing policy in the 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) that would limit states’ ability to waive work-related 
time limits for able-bodied adults without dependents (referred to as “ABAWDs” in statute) who receive 
nutrition assistance through the program. Nearly all states waived work-related time limits during the 
Great Recession. In 2016, Kentucky  
Elaine Waxman, Nathan Joo 
Research Report 
  
Smart Reforms to Prison Time Served Requirements in Florida  
   This report examines how adjustments to Florida’s length of stay requirements would reduce the 
state’s prison population with minimal impact on additional justice system contact. One in three people 
in the Florida prison population (34%), if released immediately, would experience no additional justice 
system contact during the balance of their original prison terms, even with no additional reentry 
support. Adjustments to reduce  
Leah Sakala 
March 28, 2019  
Brief 
  
Promoting a New Direction for Youth Justice: Strategies to Fund a Community-Based 
Continuum of Care and Opportunity  
   In response to declining youth arrests and research demonstrating the detrimental effects of youth 
incarceration, states and localities have begun to fundamentally shift their youth justice approach 
towards community-based strategies to both prevent and respond to harmful and illegal behaviors. 
Although this new approach offers financial savings over the outdated and expensive institutional 
confinement model, building an array  
Samantha Harvell, Chloe Warnberg, Leah Sakala, Constance Hull 
March 27, 2019  
Research Report 
  
Housing Finance At A Glance: A Monthly Chartbook, March 2019  
   The March 2019 edition of At A Glance, the Housing Finance Policy Center’s reference guide for 
mortgage and housing market data, includes updated figures describing first lien origination volume, 
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cash-out refinances, the nonbank mortgage origination share, and the share of homes in or near 
negative equity. Housing Finance at a Glance: Monthly Chartbooks Archive  
Laurie Goodman, Alanna McCargo, Edward Golding, Jim Parrott, Sheryl Pardo, Todd M. Hill-Jones, 
Karan Kaul, Bing Bai, Sarah Strochak, Andrea Reyes, John Walsh 
March 27, 2019  
Research Report 
  
Estimating Marginal Tax Rates Using a Microsimulation Model  
   Effective marginal tax rates measure how a household’s material resources change as its earned 
income rises. For example, when a household’s earnings from work rise by $100, its net resources may 
rise by less than $100 as those earnings may be subject to payroll and federal, state, and local income 
taxes, and the size of any public assistance payments the household receives may fall. This paper 
describes our analysis of the  
Linda Giannarelli, Kye Lippold, Elaine Maag, C. Eugene Steuerle, Nina Chien, Suzanne Macartney 
March 27, 2019  
Brief 
  
State-by-State Estimates of the Coverage and Funding Consequences of Full Repeal of the 
ACA  
   This analysis provides information on some of the consequences should a case pending before the 
US Court of Appeals for the 5th Circuit be decided in favor of the plaintiffs. The plaintiffs argue that the 
entire Affordable Care Act be eliminated due to the fact that he individual mandate penalties were set 
to $0 beginning with plan year 2019. We estimate the state-by-state implications of full ACA repeal for 
insurance coverage  
Linda J. Blumberg, Matthew Buettgens, John Holahan, Clare Wang Pan 
March 26, 2019  
Brief 
  
 
World Economic Forum    [to 30 Mar 2019] 
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/ 
Selected News Releases 
World’s Energy Transition in Doubt as Progress on Affordability, Sustainability Stalls  
News 25 Mar 2019  
 

 
*                      *                       *                        * 
 
 

:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will primarily monitor press/media releases announcing key initiatives and new research from a 
growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, humanitarian 
response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended to be exhaustive, but 
indicative.  
 
 

Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 30 Mar 2019] 
https://www.alleninstitute.org/news-press/ 
No new digest content identified. 
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BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Annie E. Casey Foundation   [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/ 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
Blue Meridian Partners [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/ 
Blue Meridian Partners is a new capital aggregation collaboration that plans to invest at least $1 billion 
in high-performance nonprofits that are poised to have truly national impact for economically 
disadvantaged children and youth.  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clinton Foundation  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Co Impact   [to 30 Mar 2019] 
www.co-impact.io 
Co-Impact is a global philanthropic collaborative for systems change focused on improving the lives of 
millions of people around the world. 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Ford Foundation  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://www.fordfoundation.org/?filter=News 
Equals Change Blog   29 March 2019  
What we’ve learned from our work on education for Syrian refugees  
By Moushira Elgeziri  
   … Grounded in the belief that their displacement should not deprive them of their rights to 
education, adequate housing, and decent work, we have gone beyond these essentials, insisting that 
cultural and artistic rights are equally significant and need to be addressed at the same time. In their 
displacement, these refugees—who come from one of the most culturally rich and diverse countries in 
our region—need tools to express themselves, understand and talk about their pasts, and narrate their 
stories, as well as to cultivate their artistic talents… 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 30 Mar 2019] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press 
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GHIT was set up in 2012 with the aim of developing new tools to tackle infectious diseases that 
devastate the world’s poorest people. Other funders include six Japanese pharmaceutical  
March 28, 2019  
GHIT Fund Announces Appointment of Catherine Ohura as New CEO and Executive 
Director 
   The Global Health Innovative Technology Fund (GHIT) today announced the appointment of 
Catherine Ohura as the organization’s new CEO and Executive Director. Ohura brings depth and 
breadth of expertise and invaluable experience working for R&D and Commercial functions. In the R&D 
function, Ohura worked in clinical operations, regulatory affairs, quality assurance, project 
management, finance/resource management, portfolio management, and governance 
creation/management… 
 
March 28, 2019 
GHIT Fund Announces New Investments: A Total of 2.86 Billion Yen in Drug for 
Schistosomiasis, Dengue, Malaria and Tuberculosis, Vaccines for Leishmaniasis and 
Malaria, and Diagnostics for Tuberculosis 
   The Global Health Innovative Technology (GHIT) Fund announced today a total of 2.86 billion yen 
(US$25.8 million*) to support 10 partnerships to develop new lifesaving drugs, vaccines, and 
diagnostics for malaria, tuberculosis, dengue, leishmaniasis, and schistosomiasis. This includes three 
new projects and seven that will receive continued funding. (Appendix 1) 
   "We are thrilled to see our portfolio continue to advance and accelerate, to expand and evolve. This 
marks now a total of 17 billion yen (US$153 million*) invested in over 80 global product development 
partnerships aimed to leverage Japanese science and pharmaceutical capabilities through global 
partnership. Side by side with our partners, GHIT continues to drive ahead looking to deliver lifesaving 
tools to save millions of lives.” said, said BT Slingsby, the CEO of GHIT. 
    Currently, there are 50 ongoing projects including 27 discovery, 15 preclinical, and eight clinical 
trials in the GHIT portfolio… 
 
 

Grameen Foundation    [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://www.grameenfoundation.org/news-events/press-room 
03/25/2019  
Grameen Foundation Launches Farmer-to-Farmer Program in Colombia 
   Grameen Foundation is proud to announce the launch of the five-year USAID-funded Partners of the 
Americas’ John Ogonowski and Doug Bereuter Farmer-to-Farmer Program in Colombia. Farmer-to-
Farmer will support the development of rural enterprises and farmers’ associations across poverty-
stricken areas. 
 
 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/  
Latest Updates  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
Press Release 
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The Conrad N. Hilton Foundation Announces New Vice President of Communications 
March 27, 2019  
 
 
IKEA Foundation    [to 30 Mar 2019] 
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/category/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 30 Mar 2019] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news 
Research  Mar 27 2019  
Thirst Controlled by Signal from the Gut 
   Scientists have discovered a new way the gut talks to the brain — by sending messages about the 
salt content of the stomach and intestines. This information is one signal the body uses to control 
thirst.  
 
 
Kaiser Family Foundation  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
https://www.kff.org/search/?post_type=press-release 
March 27, 2019 News Release  
As All States Streamline Medicaid Enrollment and Renewal Processes, New Eligibility 
Requirements Pursued By Some States Could Increase Administrative Complexity and 
Reduce Coverage 
   All states continue to implement new Medicaid enrollment and renewal processes that can connect 
individuals to coverage more quickly and reduce administrative paperwork, finds KFF’s annual 50-state 
survey of Medicaid eligibility and enrollment policies. At the same time, some states are pursuing new 
eligibility requirements, such as work requirements and… 
 
March 26, 2019 News Release  
Poll: Most Americans Say HIV Is Serious Issue for the Country as Trump Administration 
Rolls Out New Plan to End HIV by 2030; Black and Hispanic Adults Report More Personal 
Concern than White Adults 
   Support for Medicare-for-all Holds Steady With the Trump administration launching a new domestic 
HIV effort, the latest KFF Health Tracking Poll finds a large majority of Americans (80%) view the HIV 
epidemic as a serious national issue, including a third (34%) who view it as “very serious.” Nearly half 
(46%) view… 
 
 
Aga Khan Foundation   [to 30 Mar 2019] 
https://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation 
9 March 2019 
Gulbenkian Orchestra and Master Musicians celebrate diversity in 2019 Aga Khan Music 
Awards concert  
 
 
Kellogg Foundation  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
https://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media 
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March 28, 2019 
One Voice canvassing report highlights residents’ calls for quality teachers and strong 
leadership in Jackson Public Schools 
 
March 26, 2019 
New release from APHA Press examines oral health of 49 million Americans as social 
justice issue  
 
 
MacArthur Foundation  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://www.macfound.org/ 
March 27, 2019 | Grantee News | Human Rights  
African Union Adopts Transitional Justice Policy  
   The African Union (AU) has adopted a Transitional Justice Policy—a continental guideline for Member 
States to achieve sustainable peace, justice, reconciliation, social cohesion, and healing after 
experiencing mass atrocities. This milestone is the culmination of an eight-year effort by African leaders 
to produce a policy informed by experiences of African countries with elements that include prioritizing 
holistic reparations and incorporating traditional and communal forms of reconciliation. MacArthur, in 
partnership with a New York-based private foundation, supported the effort through The Center for the 
Study of Violence and Reconciliation and the AU Department of Political Affairs. 
 
March 27, 2019   Grantee Research  
Quantifying Chicago’s Growing Dance Community  
   A data analysis of Chicago-area dance organizations found a growing but unequal landscape. The 
number of dancers, studios, and schools is increasing, and funding grew 46 percent from 2006-2015. 
But 56 percent of funding was directed to the three largest dance organizations. MacArthur grantee 
Fractured Atlas sponsored Sustain Arts to produce the report with Candid and See Chicago Dance to fill 
a gap in research that can help inform decisions within organizations and inspire further research on 
dance communities. 
 
 
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation [to 30 Mar 2019] 
https://www.moore.org/ 
March 25, 2019   
Integrating data science into scientific research 
   New approaches to scientific research capture the power of data science to leverage the scope and 
volume of data in the natural sciences.  
   To take advantage of this, the Moore Foundation created the Data-Driven Discovery Initiative six 
years ago, ahead of the explosive growth in data-driven research seen today. There were many 
lessons along the way, including the value of investing in tools and software for the future of data-
driven research.  
   The foundation will extend its investment in data-driven research through 2021, making an additional 
$20 million in grants that concentrate on developing data science tools for the natural sciences. 
Through our Data-Driven Discovery Initiative, we have supported people who create new ways to apply 
data science to the natural sciences, producing both data-driven discoveries and new methods of 
scientific research. During this final extension of the initiative, we will build on these efforts and focus 
on tools that have broad impact in the life and physical sciences… 
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Open Society Foundation  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/issues/media-information 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://www.packard.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Pew Charitable Trusts  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room 
Press Releases & Statements  
Opinion   March 27, 2019 
After Shutdown, Prompt Implementation Of FDA Plan To Combat Antibiotic Resistance Is 
Critical 
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/about-us/news-media/ 
March 27, 2019 
The Rockefeller Foundation Appoints Two Global Leaders to Board of Trustees  
Patty Stonesifer is outgoing President and CEO of Martha’s Table, and former CEO of the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation; Paul Polman is former CEO of Unilever and current Chair of the International 
Chamber of Commerce (ICC) 
 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/  
Latest News Releases, Blog Posts, Reports 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Science Philanthropy Alliance   [to 30 Mar 2019] 
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/ 
“…a group of organizations working together to increase philanthropic support for basic scientific 
research on a global basis…” 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SDG Philanthropy Platform 
http://sdgfunders.org/ 
SDG Philanthropy Platform is a collaboration between philanthropy and the greater international 
development community led by Foundation Center, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
and Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, and supported by the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, Ford 
Foundation and the MasterCard Foundation, the Brach Family Foundation, and other key organizations 
such as Asociación de Fundaciones Empresariales (AFE) in Colombia, Brach Family Charitable 
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Foundation, CAF America, Council on Foundations, East Africa Association of Grantmakers (EAAG), 
European Foundation Centre, Filantropi Indonesia (FI), GlobalGiving, The Humanitarian Forum, World 
Congress of Muslim Philanthropists, and Worldwide Initiatives for Grantmaker Support (WINGS). 
https://sloan.org/about/press  
28-3-2019 
SDG-NTEE Mapping Tool 
   Created in 2017, the Global Goals Mapping Tool is a comprehensive resource that maps giving and 
volunteerism using both the IRS National Taxonomy of Exempt Entities (NTEE) codes and the United 
Nations International Classification of Nonprofit Organizations (ICNPO) codes to classify the activity and 
programs of charities and connect them to the SDGs. The Global Goals Mapping Tool is an Excel 
spreadsheet created by Global Impact, Blackbaud, the Council on Foundations, and Candid… 
 
 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
https://sloan.org/about/press  
No new digest content identified. 
 
  
Wellcome Trust  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
Opinion | 29 March 2019  
We want to champion new conversations with the public about health  
by Lucy McDowell  
   Wellcome wants to promote new practices in public dialogue to involve a broader, more diverse 
range of people in discussions about health challenges and how we face them 

:::::: 
 
Foundation Center  [to 30 Mar 2019 
http://foundationcenter.org/about-us/press-room 
March 29, 2019 
Applicants Sought for Boys and Men of Color Leadership Initiative in Atlanta  
   Foundation Center South, a service of Candid, in partnership with the Annie E. Casey Foundation, is 
seeking applicants for the Boys and Men of Color (BMOC) Executive Director Collaboration Circle 
(EDCC). Now in its third year, the program helps build the capacity of leaders working in nonprofits, 
organizations, and social institutional to serve and achieve strong outcomes for boys and men of color. 
   African Americans and Latinos compose more than half of Atlanta’s population. Education, 
employment, and other inequities have left many of these residents, especially our city’s boys and men 
of color, disconnected from the opportunities they need to thrive… 
 
 
Council on Foundations  [to 30 Mar 2019] 
https://www.cof.org/newsroom 
No new digest content identified. 
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:: Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in human 
rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be exhaustive. We will 
add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon recommendation from 
readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content but note that successful access 
to some of the articles and other content may require subscription or other access arrangement unique 
to the publisher. Please suggest additional journals you feel warrant coverage. 
 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
April 2019 Volume 47, Issue 4, p351-478  
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
Major Articles 
Infection control influence of Middle East respiratory syndrome coronavirus: A hospital-
based analysis 
Jaffar A. Al-Tawfiq, Rana Abdrabalnabi, Alla Taher, Shantymole Mathew, Kamal Abdul Rahman 
p431–434 
Published online: November 27, 2018 
 
 
American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
April 2019 Volume 56, Issue 4, p477-630  
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current  
Review Articles 
Human Papillomavirus Vaccine Interventions in the U.S.: A Systematic Review and Meta-
analysis 
Ana M. Rodriguez, Thuy Quynh N. Do, Michael Goodman, Kathleen M. Schmeler, Sapna Kaul, Yong-
Fang Kuo 
p591–602 
Published online: February 15, 2019 
Abstract 
Context 
Despite current recommendations, human papillomavirus vaccine uptake remains low. A systematic 
review and meta-analysis assessed the effectiveness of interventions targeting human papillomavirus 
vaccine initiation and completion among children, adolescents, and young adults aged 9–26 years. 
Evidence acquisition 
Three electronic databases (CINAHL, OVID, and Web of Science) were searched for articles published 
in English peer-reviewed journals between January 2006 and January 2017 of U.S. studies that 
evaluated intervention strategies and reported post-intervention human papillomavirus vaccine 
initiation or completion rates among individuals aged 9–26 years. Study characteristics and outcomes 
were extracted. Data were collected in 2016 and analyzed in 2017. 
Evidence synthesis 
Reviewers screened 983 unique titles and abstracts, read 241 full-text articles, and extracted data from 
30 articles meeting the inclusion criteria (12 behavioral, ten environmental, four informational, and four 
combination strategies). Published EQUATOR (Enhancing the Quality and Transparency of Health 
Research) guidelines were used to assess study quality. Random effects meta-analyses were 
conducted. The meta-analyses included 17 RCTs and quasi-experiments involving 68,623 children, 
adolescents, and young adults. The pooled relative incidence estimates were 1.84 (95% CI=1.36, 2.48) 
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for human papillomavirus vaccine initiation and 1.50 (95% CI=1.23, 1.83) for completion. Behavioral 
and informational interventions doubled human papillomavirus vaccine initiation (relative incidence 
estimate=2.04, 95% CI=1.36, 3.06 and relative incidence estimate=1.92, 95% CI=1.27, 2.91, 
respectively). Behavioral interventions increased completion by 68% (relative incidence estimate=1.68, 
95% CI=1.25, 2.27). 
Conclusions 
Evidence supports behavioral interventions for increasing human papillomavirus vaccine initiation and 
completion. Future studies are needed to assess the effectiveness of interventions in reaching diverse 
populations and reducing missed opportunities for human papillomavirus vaccination. 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
April 2019  109(4) 
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
AJPH EDITOR'S CHOICE 
Time for Coalitions to Protect Immigrant Health 
Refugees, Immigration, Child and Adolescent Health, Other Child and Adolescent Health 
Sarah E. DeYoung 
109(4), pp. 519–519 
 
 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
Volume 100, Issue 3, 2019  
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/14761645/100/3 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed 30 Mar 2019) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Global Health 
March 2019 - Volume 4 - 2 
https://gh.bmj.com/content/4/2 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 30 Mar 2019) 
Research article 
Are family planning vouchers effective in increasing use, improving equity and reaching 
the underserved? An evaluation of a voucher program in Pakistan  
Low modern contraceptive prevalence rate and high unmet need in Pakistan aggravates the 
vulnerabilities of unintended pregnancies and births contributing to maternal morbidity and mortality. 
This research aims...  
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Authors: Moazzam Ali, Syed Khurram Azmat, Hasan Bin Hamza, Md. Mizanur Rahman and Waqas 
Hameed 
Citation: BMC Health Services Research 2019 19:200  
Published on: 29 March 2019 
 
Research article 
Challenges to the implementation of malaria policies in Malawi  
Despite malaria prevention initiatives, malaria remains a major health problem in Malawi, especially for 
pregnant mothers and children under the age of five. To reduce the malaria burden, Malawi established 
it...  
Authors: Chikondi A. Mwendera, Christiaan de Jager, Herbert Longwe, Save Kumwenda, Charles 
Hongoro, Kamija Phiri and Clifford M. Mutero 
Citation: BMC Health Services Research 2019 19:194  
Published on: 27 March 2019 
 
 
BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 30 Mar 2019) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Medical Ethics  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 
(Accessed 30 Mar 2019)  
Research article 
  |   28 March 2019  
Responsible data sharing in international health research: a systematic review of 
principles and norms  
Authors: Shona Kalkman, Menno Mostert, Christoph Gerlinger, Johannes J. M. van Delden and 
Ghislaine J. M. W. van Thiel 
Abstract 
Background 
Large-scale linkage of international clinical datasets could lead to unique insights into disease aetiology 
and facilitate treatment evaluation and drug development. Hereto, multi-stakeholder consortia are 
currently designing several disease-specific translational research platforms to enable international 
health data sharing. Despite the recent adoption of the EU General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), 
the procedures for how to govern responsible data sharing in such projects are not at all spelled out 
yet. In search of a first, basic outline of an ethical governance framework, we set out to explore 
relevant ethical principles and norms. 
Methods 
We performed a systematic review of literature and ethical guidelines for principles and norms 
pertaining to data sharing for international health research. 
Results 
We observed an abundance of principles and norms with considerable convergence at the aggregate 
level of four overarching themes: societal benefits and value; distribution of risks, benefits and 
burdens; respect for individuals and groups; and public trust and engagement. However, at the level of 
principles and norms we identified substantial variation in the phrasing and level of detail, the number 
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and content of norms considered necessary to protect a principle, and the contextual approaches in 
which principles and norms are used. 
Conclusions 
While providing some helpful leads for further work on a coherent governance framework for data 
sharing, the current collection of principles and norms prompts important questions about how to 
streamline terminology regarding de-identification and how to harmonise the identified principles and 
norms into a coherent governance framework that promotes data sharing while securing public trust. 
 
 
BMC Medicine 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content 
(Accessed 30 Mar 2019)  
Forum 
‘Fit-for-purpose?’ – challenges and opportunities for applications of blockchain technology 
in the future of healthcare  
Blockchain is a shared distributed digital ledger technology that can better facilitate data management, 
provenance and security, and has the potential to transform healthcare. Importantly, blockchain 
represen...  
Authors: Tim K. Mackey, Tsung-Ting Kuo, Basker Gummadi, Kevin A. Clauson, George Church, Dennis 
Grishin, Kamal Obbad, Robert Barkovich and Maria Palombini 
Citation: BMC Medicine 2019 17:68  
Published on: 27 March 2019 
 
 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content 
(Accessed 30 Mar 2019) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Public Health 
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles 
(Accessed 30 Mar 2019) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Research Notes  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content 
(Accessed 30 Mar 2019) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Open 
March 2019 - Volume 9 - Suppl 1 
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/current 
Crafting the future of qualitative health research in a changing world abstracts 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Bulletin of the World Health Organization  
Volume 97, Number 3, March 2019, 169-244 
https://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/97/3/en/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Child Care, Health and Development  
Volume 45, Issue 2  Pages: 147-311  March 2019 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13652214/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Clinical Therapeutics 
March 2019 Volume 41, Issue 3, p369-604  
http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/current 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Clinical Trials 
Volume 16 Issue 2, April 2019  
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/ctja/16/2 
Ethics 
Making the case for completion bonuses in clinical trials 
Emily A Largent, Holly Fernandez Lynch 
First Published December 20, 2018; pp. 176–182 
Preview 
Attrition is a serious problem in many clinical trials. The practice of offering completion bonuses—
financial incentives offered to participants on the condition that they remain in a trial until they reach a 
prespecified study endpoint—is one means of addressing attrition. Despite their practical appeal, 
however, completion bonuses remain ethically controversial due to concern that they will coerce or 
unduly influence participants to not exercise their right to withdraw from a trial. Although this 
interaction with the right to withdraw does render completion bonuses conceptually distinct from other 
incentive payments offered to research participants, we argue here that completion bonuses are never 
coercive and, in the context of effective institutional review board oversight, are unlikely to be unduly 
influential. Nonetheless, because completion bonuses may in some cases still encourage unreasonable 
continued participation in a study, additional safeguards are appropriate. Rejecting completion bonuses 
entirely is, however, unnecessary and would problematically fail to address the significant ethical 
problems associated with participant attrition. 
 
Reviews 
Conducting clinical trials—costs, impacts, and the value of clinical trials networks: A 
scoping review 
Colene Bentley, Sonya Cressman, Kim van der Hoek, Karen Arts, Janet Dancey, Stuart Peacock 
First Published January 10, 2019; pp. 183–193 
Conclusion 
Key findings from the review are: 1) delayed trial activation has costs to budgets and research; 2) poor 
accrual leads to low-value trials and wasted resources; 3) the pharmaceutical industry can be a 
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pragmatic, if problematic, partner in clinical research; 4) organizational know-how and successful 
research collaboration are benefits of network/cooperative groups; and 5) there are spillover benefits 
of clinical trials to healthcare systems, including better health outcomes, enhanced research capacity, 
and drug cost avoidance. There is a need for more economic evaluations of the benefits of clinical 
research, such as health system use (or avoidance) and health outcomes in cities and health 
authorities with institutions that conduct clinical research, to demonstrate the affordability of clinical 
trials, despite their high cost. 
 
 
Conflict and Health 
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 30 Mar 2019] 
Research 
  |   29 March 2019  
“The more children you have, the more praise you get from the community”: exploring the 
role of sociocultural context and perceptions of care on maternal and newborn health 
among Somali refugees in UNHCR supported camps in Kenya 
Maternal and neonatal survival are key components of population health and may be particularly 
vulnerable in humanitarian contexts of civil unrest and displacement. Understanding what factors 
contribute to poor health outcomes throughout the reproductive life cycle and across the continuum of 
care is crucial for improving health programming in acute and protracted refugee settings.  
Authors: Stephanie Gee, Josep Vargas and Angel M. Foster 
 
 
Contemporary Clinical Trials 
Volume 78  Pages 1-146 (March 2019) 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/contemporary-clinical-trials/vol/78/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Current Opinion in Infectious Diseases 
April 2019 - Volume 32 - Issue 2  
https://journals.lww.com/co-infectiousdiseases/pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Developing World Bioethics 
Volume 19, Issue 1  Pages: 1-60  March 2019 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14718847/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Development in Practice  
Volume 29, Issue 3, 2019 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cdip20/current 
Article 
Can ICT-enabled real-time data contribute to adaptive management in development 
programming? 
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Inka Barnett, Kevin Hernandez, Ben Ramalingam, Anna Levy, Carrie Oppenheimer & Craig Valters 
Pages: 287-299 
Published online: 20 Dec 2018 
 
Article 
The impact of MGNREGS on child labour and child education: an empirical analysis 
Saswati Das & Diganta Mukherjee 
Pages: 384-394 
Published online: 20 Dec 2018 
 
Article 
Optimal sources of financing for microfinance institutions in sub-Saharan Africa 
Sydney Chikalipah 
Pages: 395-405 
Published online: 15 Oct 2018 
 
 
Development Policy Review 
Volume 37, Issue 2  Pages: i-iv, 153, 155-310  March 2019 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14677679/current 
Themed issue: Health and well‐being 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disability and Rehabilitation: Assistive Technology 
Volume 13, Issue 8, 2018 
http://informahealthcare.com/toc/idt/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disaster Medicine and Public Health Preparedness  
Volume 13 - Special Issue 1 - February 2019  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/disaster-medicine-and-public-health-preparedness/latest-
issue 
Serial Hurricanes  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Disasters 
Volume 43, Issue 2  Pages: 219-455  April 2019 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14677717/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
EMBO Reports 
Volume 19, Number 12  01 December 2018 
http://embor.embopress.org/content/19/12?current-issue=y 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
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Emergency Medicine Journal 
https://bmcemergmed.biomedcentral.com/articles 
[Accessed 30 Mar 2019] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Emerging Infectious Diseases 
Volume 25, Number 4—April 2019  
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Epidemics 
Volume 25  Pages 1-112 (December 2018) 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/epidemics/vol/25/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Epidemiology and Infection 
Volume 147 - 2019  
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Ethics & Human Research 
Volume 41, Issue 2  Pages: 1-40  March-April 2019 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/25782363 
The Scientific Value and Validity of Research 
Articles 
A Framework for Assessing Scientific Merit in Ethical Review of Clinical Research 
Ariella Binik, Spencer Phillips Hey 
Pages: 2-13 
First Published: 20 March 2019 
ABSTRACT 
Ethics guidelines and commentary suggest that a central function of research ethics committees is to 
assess the scientific merit of the protocols they review. However, some commentators object to this 
role, and evidence suggests that the assessment of scientific merit is a significant source of confusion 
and animosity between ethics committees and clinical investigators. In this essay, we argue that ethics 
committees should assess the scientific value and validity of research protocols and that new decision‐
making tools are needed to help them do so in a systematic, transparent, and reliable way. We present 
a novel ethical framework that can assist in this task. 
 
Anticipatory Waivers of Consent for Pediatric Biobanking 
Jane A. Hartsock, Peter H. Schwartz, Amy C. Waltz, Mary A. Ott 
Pages: 14-21 
First Published: 20 March 2019 
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ABSTRACT 
As pediatric biobank research grows, additional guidance will be needed about whether researchers 
should always obtain consent from participants when they reach the legal age of majority. Biobanks 
struggle with a range of practical and ethical issues related to this question. We propose a framework 
for the use of anticipatory waivers of consent that is empirically rooted in research that shows that 
children and adolescents are often developmentally capable of meaningful deliberation about the risks 
and benefits of participation in research. Accordingly, bright‐line legal concepts of majority or 
competency do not accurately capture the emerging capacity for autonomous decision‐making of many 
pediatric research participants and unnecessarily complicate the issues about contacting participants at 
the age of majority to obtain consent for the continued or first use of their biospecimens that were 
obtained during childhood. We believe the proposed framework provides an ethically sound balance 
between the concern for potential exploitation of vulnerable populations, the impetus for the federal 
regulations governing research with children, and the need to conduct valuable research in the age of 
genomic medicine. 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Forced Migration Review (FMR) 
FMR 59  October 2018  
https://www.fmreview.org/GuidingPrinciples20/contents 
Twenty Years of the Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement  
   In the 20 years since they were launched, the Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement have been 
of assistance to many States responding to internal displacement, and have been incorporated into 
many national and regional policies and laws. However, the scale of internal displacement today 
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remains vast, and the impact on those who are displaced is immense. This issue includes 19 articles on 
the main feature theme of Twenty Years of the Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement. 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Genome Medicine 
https://genomemedicine.biomedcentral.com/articles 
[Accessed 24 Nov 2018] 
Research 
Encircling the regions of the pharmacogenomic landscape that determine drug response  
Authors: Adrià Fernández-Torras, Miquel Duran-Frigola and Patrick Aloy 
Citation: Genome Medicine 2019 11:17  
Published on: 26 March 2019 
Abstract 
Background 
The integration of large-scale drug sensitivity screens and genome-wide experiments is changing the 
field of pharmacogenomics, revealing molecular determinants of drug response without the need for 
previous knowledge about drug action. In particular, transcriptional signatures of drug sensitivity may 
guide drug repositioning, prioritize drug combinations, and point to new therapeutic biomarkers. 
However, the inherent complexity of transcriptional signatures, with thousands of differentially 
expressed genes, makes them hard to interpret, thus giving poor mechanistic insights and hampering 
translation to clinics. 
Methods 
To simplify drug signatures, we have developed a network-based methodology to identify functionally 
coherent gene modules. Our strategy starts with the calculation of drug-gene correlations and is 
followed by a pathway-oriented filtering and a network-diffusion analysis across the interactome. 
Results 
We apply our approach to 189 drugs tested in 671 cancer cell lines and observe a connection between 
gene expression levels of the modules and mechanisms of action of the drugs. Further, we characterize 
multiple aspects of the modules, including their functional categories, tissue-specificity, and prevalence 
in clinics. Finally, we prove the predictive capability of the modules and demonstrate how they can be 
used as gene sets in conventional enrichment analyses. 
Conclusions 
Network biology strategies like module detection are able to digest the outcome of large-scale 
pharmacogenomic initiatives, thereby contributing to their interpretability and improving the 
characterization of the drugs screened. 
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Geoheritage  
Volume 11, Issue 1, March 2019 
https://link.springer.com/journal/12371/11/1 
Heritage Stones and Geoheritage 
   In 2016, at the International Geological Congress that took place in Cape Town, South Africa, the 
IUGS Council ratified the creation of a new IUGS Commission: the International Commission for 
Geoheritage. In this commission, both heritage sites and heritage stones working groups will 
collaborate to disseminate the importance of Geoheritage for the general public and for the scientific 
community. Since then, a great effort has been made to join both subjects in meetings and in 
publications. Heritage Stones and Geoheritage is a special issue dedicated to spread news on some 
natural stones with implications on heritage around the world, and also on mines and quarries that are 
part of our Geoheritage and industrial heritage. It is a contribution of the IUGS Heritage Stones 
Subcommission. Our aim is to make as public as possible the importance of natural stones in the 
architectonic heritage in particular and in the geoheritage context in general…. 
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Vol. 7, No. 1   March 22, 2019  
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EDITORIALS 
Scale and Ambition in the Engagement of Private Providers for Tuberculosis Care and 
Prevention  
William A. Wells 
Global Health: Science and Practice March 2019, 7(1):3-5; https://doi.org/10.9745/GHSP-D-19-00074  
   The tuberculosis (TB) community knows the importance of engaging private providers to reach 
critical TB targets, and knows how to engage successfully. The next challenge is to transition such 
efforts to government stewardship and financing in order to reach scale. 
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A narrative review of health research capacity strengthening in low and middle-income 
countries: lessons for conflict-affected areas  
Authors: Gemma Bowsher, Andreas Papamichail, Nassim El Achi, Abdulkarim Ekzayez, Bayard Roberts, 
Richard Sullivan and Preeti Patel 
Citation: Globalization and Health 2019 15:23  
Published on: 26 March 2019 
Abstract 
Conducting health research in conflict-affected areas and other complex environments is difficult, yet 
vital. However, the capacity to undertake such research is often limited and with little translation into 
practice, particularly in poorer countries. There is therefore a need to strengthen health research 
capacity in conflict-affected countries and regions. 
In this narrative review, we draw together evidence from low and middle-income countries to highlight 
challenges to research capacity strengthening in conflict, as well as examples of good practice. We find 
that authorship trends in health research indicate global imbalances in research capacity, with 
implications for the type and priorities of research produced, equity within epistemic communities and 
the development of sustainable research capacity in low and middle-income countries. Yet, there is 
little evidence on what constitutes effective health research capacity strengthening in conflict-affected 
areas. There is more evidence on health research capacity strengthening in general, from which several 
key enablers emerge: adequate and sustained financing; effective stewardship and equitable research 
partnerships; mentorship of researchers of all levels; and effective linkages of research to policy and 
practice. 
Strengthening health research capacity in conflict-affected areas needs to occur at multiple levels to 
ensure sustainability and equity. Capacity strengthening interventions need to take into consideration 
the dynamics of conflict, power dynamics within research collaborations, the potential impact of 
technology, and the wider political environment in which they take place. 
 
Research 
A decade of aid coordination in post-conflict Burundi’s health sector  
The launch of Global Health Initiatives in early 2000′ coincided with the end of the war in Burundi. The 
first large amount of funding the country received was ear-marked for human immunodeficiency virus 
(HIV)...  
Authors: Johann Cailhol, Lucy Gilson and Uta Lehmann 
Citation: Globalization and Health 2019 15:25  
Published on: 29 March 2019 
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Patients As Consumers 
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Health and Human Rights 
Volume 20, Issue 2, December 2018 
https://www.hhrjournal.org/volume-20-issue-2-december-2018/ 
Issue 20.2 features a special section: Special Section on Human Rights and the Social 
Determinants of Health and a General Papers section 
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Health Economics, Policy and Law  
Volume 14 - Special Issue 2 - April 2019  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/health-economics-policy-and-law/latest-issue 
SPECIAL ISSUE: Frontiers of Health Policy Research  
   If the enhancement of human freedom is both the main object and the primary means to 
development (Sen, 1999), then good individual and population health are both ends and means to 
development and freedom in all countries, regardless of their current ranking on the Human 
Development Index or other indexes on wealth, prosperity and well-being... 
   This special issue on the ‘frontiers in health policy research’ focuses attention on three distinct areas 
of inquiry. One set of papers analyses efforts to improve the quality of care and increase the value of 
care that health systems purchase. A second set of articles focuses on issues of health behaviour and 
social determinants of health. Finally, the third set of articles presents differing views on how to predict 
the adequacy of supply of medical professionals. The range of these articles illustrates, not only the 
exciting breadth of health policy research, but the degree to which scholars within this field are 
addressing issues of high importance to policy makers around the world. We think it is fair to claim that 
all of the articles address issues that are on the ‘frontier’ of health policy in the sense that they attempt 
to provide answers to questions that policy makers around the world are currently grappling with… 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
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Volume 33, Issue 10, 1 December 2018 
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https://academic.oup.com/heapro/issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Research Policy and Systems 
http://www.health-policy-systems.com/content 
[Accessed 30 Mar 2019] 
Commentary 
Studying social accountability in the context of health system strengthening: innovations 
and considerations for future work  
There is a growing body of research on the role of social accountability in bringing about more 
accessible and better-quality healthcare. Here, we refer to social accountability as “citizens’ efforts at 
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ongoing meaningful collective engagement with public institutions for accountability in the provision of 
public goods” (Joshi, World Dev 99:160–172, 2017). These processes have multiple interrelated 
components and sub-processes and engage a range of actors in community-driven, often unpredictable 
and context-dependent actions, which pose many methodological challenges for researchers. In June 
2017, scientists and implementers working in this area came together to share experiences, discuss 
approaches, identify research gaps and consider directions for future studies. This paper shares 
learnings from this discussion. 
   Authors: Victoria Boydell, Heather McMullen, Joanna Cordero, Petrus Steyn and James Kiare 
Citation: Health Research Policy and Systems 2019 17:34  
Published on: 29 March 2019 
 
Commentary 
Supporting implementation of Cochrane methods in complex communication reviews: 
resources developed and lessons learned for editorial practice and policy  
Every healthcare encounter involves some form of communication and there is growing recognition that 
effective health communication is central to the delivery of safe, high-quality healthcare. Conversely, 
poor...  
Authors: Rebecca Ryan and Sophie Hill 
Citation: Health Research Policy and Systems 2019 17:32  
Published on: 28 March 2019 
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Humanitarian Exchange Magazine 
Number 74,  February 2019  
https://odihpn.org/magazine/communication-community-engagement-humanitarian-response/ 
Communication and community engagement in humanitarian response 
This edition of Humanitarian Exchange, co-edited with Charles-Antoine Hofmann from the UN 
Children’s Fund (UNICEF), focuses on communication and community engagement. Despite promising 
progress, coherent and coordinated information is still not provided systematically to affected 
communities, and humanitarian responses take insufficient account of the views and feedback of 
affected people. In 2017, UNICEF, the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies (IFRC), the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) and other partners 
came together under the auspices of the Communicating with Disaster Affected Communities (CDAC) 
Network to establish the Communication and Community Engagement (CCE) initiative, which aims to 
organise a collective service for communications and community engagement. The articles in this 
edition take stock of efforts to implement this initiative. 
 
Drawing on lessons from 23 Peer 2 Peer Support missions, Alice Chatelet and Meg Sattler look at 
what’s needed to integrate CCE into the humanitarian architecture. Viviane Lucia Fluck and Dustin 
Barter discuss the institutional and practical barriers to implementing community feedback 
mechanisms. Bronwyn Russel analyses the performance of the Nepal inter-agency common feedback 
project; Justus Olielo and Charles-Antoine Hofmann outline the challenges of establishing common 

https://health-policy-systems.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12961-019-0435-0
https://health-policy-systems.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12961-019-0435-0
http://muse.jhu.edu/issue/39881
https://odihpn.org/magazine/communication-community-engagement-humanitarian-response/
https://odihpn.org/magazine/coordinating-revolution-critical-role-response-leadership-improving-collective-community-engagement/
https://odihpn.org/magazine/jumping-hurdles-key-barriers-community-feedback-mechanisms/
https://odihpn.org/magazine/jumping-hurdles-key-barriers-community-feedback-mechanisms/
https://odihpn.org/magazine/re-centering-focus-humanitarian-response/
https://odihpn.org/magazine/yemen-setting-common-service-high-risk-environment/


   

  

services in Yemen; and Gil Francis Arevalo reports on community engagement in preparedness and 
response in the Philippines. Ian McClelland and Frances Hill discuss emerging findings from a strategic 
partnership in the Philippines between the Humanitarian Innovation Fund and the Asian Disaster 
Reduction and Response Network. 
 
Charlotte Lancaster describes how call centres in Afghanistan and Iraq are enhancing two-way 
communication with crisis-affected people. Mia Marzotto from Translators without Borders reflects on 
the importance of language and translation in communication and community engagement, and 
Ombretta Baggio and colleagues report on efforts to bring community perspectives into decision-
making during an Ebola outbreak in the Democratic Republic of Congo. Ayo Degett highlights emerging 
findings from a Danish Refugee Council project on participation in humanitarian settings, and Jeff 
Carmel and Nick van Praag report on the Listen Learn Act (LLA) project. Geneviève Cyvoct and 
Alexandra T. Warner write on an innovative common platform to track the views of affected people in 
Chad. The edition ends with an article by Stewart Davies on collective accountability in the response to 
the Central Sulawesi earthquake. 
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free access  
JAMA. 2019;321(12):1153-1154. doi:10.1001/jama.2019.1817  
   This Viewpoint discusses 3 challenges that need to be overcome to meet the new US goal of 
reducing HIV transmissions to zero by 2030: prevention in high-risk communities, reducing infected 
individuals’ viral loads to undetectable levels, and addressing socioeconomic, racial, and geographic 
HIV-associated disparities. 
 
Editorial 
Ending the HIV Epidemic - A Plan for the United States  
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free access  
JAMA. 2019;321(12):1155-1156. doi:10.1001/jama.2019.1506  
   This Viewpoint reviews measles outbreaks in the United States since the year 2000 attributable to 
vaccine hesitancy, refusal, and exemption, and specifies the costs to individuals, society, and health 
systems as a result. 
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Article 
March of refugees: an act of civil disobedience 
   On 4 September 2015 asylum seekers who got stranded in Budapest’s Keleti train station began a 
march to cross the Austrian border. Their aim was to reach Germany and Sweden where they believed 
their asylum claims would be better received. In this article, I argue that the march should be 
characterized as an act of civil disobedience. T 
Ali Emre Benli 
Pages: 315-331 
Published online: 11 Oct 2018 
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Original research 
Does One Health require a novel ethical framework? 
(16 February, 2019) Free  
Jane Johnson, Chris Degeling 
Abstract 
Emerging infectious diseases (EIDs) remain a significant and dynamic threat to the health of individuals 
and the well-being of communities across the globe. Over the last decade, in response to these threats, 
increasing scientific consensus has mobilised in support of a One Health (OH) approach so that OH is 
now widely regarded as the most effective way of addressing EID outbreaks and risks. Given the 
scientific focus on OH, there is growing interest in the philosophical and ethical dimensions of this 
approach, and a nascent OH literature is developing in the humanities. One of the key issues raised in 
this literature concerns ethical frameworks and whether OH merits the development of its very own 
ethical framework. In this paper, we argue that although the OH approach does not demand a new 
ethical framework (and that advocates of OH can coherently adhere to this approach while deploying 
existing ethical frameworks), an OH approach does furnish the theoretical resources to support a novel 
ethical framework, and there are benefits to developing one that may be lost in its absence. We begin 
by briefly explaining what an OH approach to the threats posed by EIDs entails before outlining two 
different ways of construing ethical frameworks. We then show that although on one account of ethical 
frameworks there is no need for OH to generate its own, there may be advantages for its advocates in 
doing so. 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Travel Medicine  
Volume 25, Issue suppl_1, 1 May 2018 
https://academic.oup.com/jtm/issue/25/suppl_1 
Asian travel: from the rare to the difficult 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The Lancet 
Mar 30, 2019  Volume 393Number 10178p1261-1384 
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/issue/current 
Editorial 
Coercive sterilisation of transgender people in Japan 
The Lancet 
The removal of transgender identity as a psychiatric disorder by both WHO and the American 
Psychiatric Association in the latest editions of the two principal disease classification systems should 
be an emancipating event for transgender people and health professionals who support them. A 
conservative estimate is that 0·5% of people identify with a different gender than that assigned to 
them at birth. But, in the absence of strong evidence to guide gender-affirmation care and in the 
presence of laws in many countries that reinforce gender stereotypes and discrimination, transgender 
people are often invisible. A poor example is the abusive Gender Identity Disorder Special Act in Japan, 
which is roundly criticised by the Human Rights Watch report, A Really High Hurdle, published on 
March 19. 
 
Japan's 2004 Act contravenes human rights and UN conventions by recognising a transgender person's 
identified gender only if strict criteria are met. It requires applicants to have a diagnosis of gender 
identity disorder, be unmarried, be at least 20 years old, and be without children younger than 20 
years. Their gonads must be absent or non-functioning, and their genitalia should resemble the gender 
to which they transition. Minors, who might benefit most from early intervention, are excluded. By 
these hurdles, the law twists a decision to live one's identity into a pseudoscientific disorder and 
imposes coercive sterilisation. It is a morally abhorrent position, devoid of evidence or empathy, and 
based on superstition, rather than the lived reality of transgender people in Japan. 
 
Sadly, Japan is not unique in restricting legal recognition of transgender people to those who have had 
sex reassignment surgery. The adverse consequences to health of such a regressive law are at odds 
with the country's respected international leadership for universal health coverage. The Science Council 
of Japan and UN Human Rights Council have each criticised the Act. To reform the legislation, Japan 
might consider the example of Argentina, where gender is determined solely by personal need, or of 
Malta, which, additionally, protects transgender people from discrimination. 
 
The Lancet Commissions 
Building a tuberculosis-free world: The Lancet Commission on tuberculosis 
Michael J A Reid, et al 
   Tuberculosis can be treated, prevented, and cured. Rapid, sustained declines in tuberculosis deaths 
in many countries during the past 50 years provide compelling evidence that ending the pandemic is 
feasible. Yet this disease—which has plagued humanity since before recorded history and has killed 
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hundreds of millions of people over the past two centuries—remains a relentless scourge. In 2017, 1·6 
million people died from tuberculosis, including 300 000 people with HIV, representing more deaths 
than any other infectious disease. Moreover, in many parts of the world, drug-resistant forms of 
tuberculosis threaten struggling control efforts. The world can no longer ignore the enormous pall cast 
by the tuberculosis epidemic. Going forward, the global tuberculosis response must be an inclusive, 
comprehensive response within the broader sustainable development agenda. No one-size-fits-all 
approach can succeed. 
 
 
Lancet Global Health 
Apr 2019  Volume 7Number 4e385-e532 
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/issue/current 
Editorial 
Access to medicines—business as usual? 
The Lancet Global Health 
High medicine prices are never far from the headlines, affecting access for everyone from those living 
in the world's most advanced economies to those in the least developed. The pharmaceutical industry, 
projected to be worth almost $1·6 trillion by 2020, is widely vilified for its role in this. Pharmaceutical 
companies are notoriously opaque in disclosing the exact costs involved in bringing a new medicine to 
the market. Industry-sponsored research suggests that the overall cost is around $2·6 billion. 
 
Pressure is mounting on the industry. In February, seven global pharmaceutical company executives 
appeared before a Senate Finance Committee to answer questions on the high cost of prescription 
medicines in the United States. In 2016, the UN Secretary General's High-Level Panel on Access to 
Medicines called on the sector to report on its actions to improve access and establish “direct board-
level responsibility and accountability on improving access”. So, how has the industry responded? 
 
The latest Access to Medicine Index, published last November, found that while all 20 pharmaceutical 
companies assessed have some form of access initiative in place, a small group of companies account 
for the most activity. The Index also identified company best practices, for example, programmes 
offering discounted prices or donating products. These initiatives are a step in the right direction but 
their actual impact on access is unclear. 
 
In this month's issue, Peter Rockers and colleagues report on the impact of one such initiative—
Novartis Access, a new programme providing a portfolio of medicines for non-communicable diseases 
(NCDs) including cardiovascular diseases, type 2 diabetes, respiratory illnesses and breast cancer, at a 
wholesale price of $1 per treatment per month. Using a cluster-randomised controlled trial (RCT), the 
authors evaluated the effect of Novartis Access on the availability and price of NCD medicines in health 
facilities and homes in the first programme country, Kenya. After 15 months the authors found that the 
programme significantly increased the availability of amlodipine and metformin at health facilities but 
had no effect on the availability or price of the portfolio overall. They also found no impact on 
availability of the medicines at the household level. 
 
Reducing the price of NCD medicines as part of an industry-led initiative did not translate into a change 
in access in Kenya, at least not during the first year. There are several possible reasons for this lack of 
uptake, including limited awareness of the programme, timing of regulatory approval and import, the 
medicines offered might not be the most sought-after treatments for NCDs, and the choice of 
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distributor may have inadvertently excluded those who prefer to purchase their medicines from the 
private sector. 
 
In an accompanying commentary, Imran Manji and Sonak Pastakia discuss how a wholesale price of $1 
per treatment per month might not actually represent a discount, for example, hydrochlorothiazide, an 
alternative to amlodipine, typically costs less than $0·30 per month and might be preferred by both 
patients and providers. They note that “deriving impact from enhancing availability of medications is 
much more complicated than just having the products on shelves” and point to the need for 
collaboration with all levels of the health system. The World Health Organization (WHO) has addressed 
the multidimensional nature of improving access and the importance of a health systems approach in 
its draft Roadmap for Access 2019–2023, which outlines ten priority areas, including fair pricing, 
management of intellectual property, and procurement and supply chain management. 
 
The findings might not be positive, but Rockers' study is an important and overdue addition to the 
literature on industry-led efforts to improve access to medicines—an area that has been understudied 
so far. By scrutinising their access programme in an RCT, subjecting it to the rigours of peer review 
and publishing in an open-access journal, Novartis is setting the standard for how the industry should 
transparently report on its social programmes. 
 
For now, it's business as usual, but the debate over pricing and access is not showing any signs of 
abating. Last week, Italy's Minister for Health, Giulia Grillo, proposed a draft resolution that aims to 
provide WHO “with an authoritative mandate to strengthen WHOs technical work on the transparency 
of the costs of research and development, and the transparency of prices.” We look forward to 
discussions of this proposal and further developments at the 72nd session of the World Health 
Assembly in May. 
 
Articles 
Effect of Novartis Access on availability and price of non-communicable disease medicines 
in Kenya: a cluster-randomised controlled trial 
Peter C Rockers, Richard O Laing, Paul G Ashigbie, Monica A Onyango, Carol K Mukiira, Veronika J 
Wirtz 
Summary 
Background 
Novartis Access is a Novartis programme that offers a portfolio of non-communicable disease medicines 
at a wholesale price of US$1 per treatment per month in low-income and middle-income countries. We 
evaluated the effect of Novartis Access in Kenya, the first country to receive the programme. 
Methods 
We did a cluster-randomised controlled trial in eight counties in Kenya. Counties (clusters) were 
randomly assigned to the intervention or the control group with a covariate-constrained randomisation 
procedure that maximised balance on a set of demographic and health variables. In intervention 
counties, public and non-profit health facilities were allowed to purchase Novartis Access medicines 
from the Mission for Essential Drugs and Supplies (MEDS). Data were collected from all facilities served 
by MEDS and a sample of households in study counties. Households were eligible if they had at least 
one adult patient who had been diagnosed and prescribed medicines for one of the non-communicable 
diseases targeted by the programme: hypertension, heart failure, dyslipidaemia, type 2 diabetes, 
asthma, or breast cancer. Primary outcomes were availability and price of portfolio medicines at health 
facilities, irrespective of brand; and availability of medicines at patient households. Impacts were 
estimated with intention-to-treat analysis. This trial is registered with ClinicalTrials.gov (NCT02773095). 
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Findings 
On March 8, 2016, we randomly assigned eight clusters to intervention (four clusters; 74 health 
facilities; 342 patients) or control (four clusters; 63 health facilities; 297 patients). 69 intervention and 
58 control health facilities, and 306 intervention and 265 control patients were evaluated after a 15 
month intervention period (last visit February 28, 2018). Novartis Access significantly increased the 
availability of amlodipine (adjusted odds ratio [aOR] 2·84, 95% CI 1·10 to 7·37; p=0·031) and 
metformin (aOR 4·78, 95% CI 1·44 to 15·86; p=0·011) at health facilities, but did not affect the 
availability of portfolio medicines overall (adjusted β [aβ] 0·05, 95% CI −0·01 to 0·10; p=0·096) or 
their price (aβ 0·48, 95% CI −1·12 to 0·72; p=0·500). The programme did not affect medicine 
availability at patient households (aOR 0·83, 95% CI 0·44 to 1·57; p=0·569). 
Interpretation 
Novartis Access had little effect in its first year in Kenya. Access programmes operate within complex 
health systems and reducing the wholesale price of medicines might not always or immediately 
translate to improved patient access. The evidence generated by this study will inform Novartis's efforts 
to improve their programme going forward. The study also contributes to the public evidence base on 
strategies for improving access to medicines globally. 
Funding 
Sandoz International (a subsidiary of Novartis International). 
 
Research in context 
Evidence before this study 
In 2016, we conducted a systematic review to identify published evaluations of pharmaceutical 
industry-led access programmes in low-income and middle-income countries and to assess the quality 
of the available evidence on the effect of these programmes. First, we developed a list of industry-led 
access programmes by reviewing the Health Partnerships Directory of the International Federation of 
Pharmaceutical Manufacturers and Associations (IFPMA). Information from the directory was 
supplemented with information from reports published by the Access to Medicine Index and annual and 
corporate social responsibility reports for non-IFPMA companies. On May 1, 2016, we searched 
PubMed, Google Web, and Google Scholar for published evaluations of identified access programmes, 
using as search terms the name of the programme, the name of the company, the focus disease, and 
the focus countries. We did not set restrictions on the publication date of evaluations. We identified 
120 access programmes that fit our criteria, seven of which had at least one published evaluation. We 
reviewed all of the published evaluations and assessed their quality using the GRADE system. None of 
the evaluations were rated as high quality and three were rated as moderate quality. We found no 
previous evaluations that used a randomised controlled trial design. None of the published evaluations 
provided clear evidence on the effect of a price reduction programme similar to Novartis Access. 
Added value of this study 
To our knowledge, this study is the first randomised controlled trial assessing the effect of a 
pharmaceutical industry-led access to medicines programme. We found that Novartis Access, a 
programme offering a portfolio of non-communicable disease medicines at a wholesale price of US$1 
per treatment per month in Kenya, had little effect during its first year on the availability of medicines 
at facilities. Although the programme significantly increased the availability of amlodipine and 
metformin at health facilities, there was no effect on medicine prices or on availability at patient 
households. The study contributes to the public evidence base on strategies for improving access to 
non-communicable diseases medicines in low-income and middle-income countries. The study also 
contributes to ongoing discussions on the role of measurement and transparency in establishing 
accountability for private sector social programmes. 
Implications of all the available evidence 



   

  

Novartis Access is one of a growing number of pharmaceutical industry-led access programmes. Few of 
these programmes have been rigorously evaluated, and little is known about their effect or which 
strategies work best to improve access. This study suggests that offering a portfolio of medicines at a 
reduced price might not lead to immediate improvements in patient access. In order to build a more 
robust evidence base on this important topic and ensure accountability, rigorous measurement and 
transparent reporting should be adopted as a standard for pharmaceutical industry efforts to improve 
access to medicines globally. This study demonstrates that pharmaceutical companies can use robust, 
high-quality methods to evaluate their access programmes. 
 
Comment 
Severe mental disorders among prisoners in low-income and middle-income countries: 
reaching the difficult to reach 
Oye Gureje, Jibril Abdulmalik 
 
Articles 
Effects of non-health-targeted policies on migrant health: a systematic review and meta-
analysis 
Sol Pía Juárez, Helena Honkaniemi, Andrea C Dunlavy, Robert W Aldridge, Mauricio L Barreto, 
Srinivasa Vittal Katikireddi, Mikael Rostila 
 
Severe mental illness and substance use disorders in prisoners in low-income and middle-
income countries: a systematic review and meta-analysis of prevalence studies 
Gergő Baranyi, Carolin Scholl, Seena Fazel, Vikram Patel, Stefan Priebe, Adrian P Mundt 
 
 
 
Lancet Infectious Diseases 
Apr 2019  Volume 19Number 4p339-448, e109-e147 
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/issue/current 
Editorial 
Trust issues 
The Lancet Infectious Diseases 
In November, 2017, we published an Editorial on measles vaccination, calling for strong interventions 
to curb preventable diseases. 18 months later, how have things changed? As reported in a news story 
in this issue, 229,000 cases of measles were reported in 2018, and 98 countries reported an increase in 
cases compared with 2017. Measles is a global health crisis and it is getting worse. Although the 
reasons vary by country, mistrust and misplaced reluctance to vaccinate, largely related to unfounded 
fears over safety, are important contributing factors from the Philippines to France, from Ukraine to the 
USA. WHO has named vaccine hesitancy as one of the top ten threats to global health in 2019. 
 
Lack of trust is also central to another of the world's major health emergencies: the Ebola virus disease 
outbreak in DR Congo. The epidemic is focused in the northeast of the country, where conflict, political 
tensions, and social grievances have instilled fear and suspicion in much of the local population. 40% 
of new cases so far this year have been in people who died in the community (ie, they hadn't been to a 
treatment centre), and a large proportion of cases, particularly in Katwa and Butembo, cannot be 
linked to any other patients, suggesting that unknown chains of transmission exist. If patients are wary 
of seeking proper care, and if contact tracing cannot be done, the outbreak will not be stopped. 
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Mistrust has also manifested with more direct and violent consequences in DR Congo. Médecins Sans 
Frontières (MSF) has reported dozens of attacks on its workers in the region. In February, two 
treatment centres were attacked and burned down, forcing MSF to suspend its activities in Katwa and 
Butembo. Joanne Liu, the president of MSF, has been quoted as describing the atmosphere towards 
the response as “toxic”… 
 
Review 
The efficacy, effectiveness, and immunogenicity of influenza vaccines in Africa: a 
systematic review 
Benjamin B Lindsey, Edwin P Armitage, Beate Kampmann, Thushan I de Silva  
 
Review 
Maternal immunisation to improve the health of HIV-exposed infants 
Angela M Bengtson, Alan M Sanfilippo, Brenna L Hughes, David A Savitz 
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[New issue; No digest content identified] 
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Volume 23, Issue 3, March 2019 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Medical Decision Making (MDM) 
Volume 39 Issue 2, February 2019  
http://mdm.sagepub.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The Milbank Quarterly 
A Multidisciplinary Journal of Population Health and Health Policy  
Volume 97, Issue 1  Pages: 1-367  March 2019 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14680009/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Nature   
Volume 567 Issue 7749, 28 March 2019 
http://www.nature.com/nature/current_issue.html 
Editorial | 22 March 2019  
Building trust is essential to combat the Ebola outbreak  
   Researchers can do more to contain the escalating public-health crisis in the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo. 
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Nature Genetics 
Volume 51 Issue 4, April 2019 
https://www.nature.com/ng/volumes/51/issues/4 
Editorial | 29 March 2019  
Genetics for all  
   Genetic resources and analyses overwhelmingly center on individuals of European ancestry. We 
encourage the community to embrace a global approach to genetic and genomic studies to address 
imbalances in the composition of cohorts and the subsequent translatability of findings. 
 
Perspective | 29 March 2019  
Clinical use of current polygenic risk scores may exacerbate health disparities  
   This Perspective discusses scientific and ethical considerations regarding the clinical use of polygenic 
risk scores, highlighting the pressing need to diversify cohorts for genetic studies beyond European-
ancestry populations. 
Alicia R. Martin, Masahiro Kanai […]  & Mark J. Daly 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Pharmaceutics  
Volume 11, Issue 2 (February 2019)  
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[New issue; No digest content identified] 
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PharmacoEconomics  
Volume 37, Issue 3, March 2019 
https://link.springer.com/journal/40273/37/3 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
PLoS Medicine 
http://www.plosmedicine.org/   
(Accessed 30 Mar 2019)  
Policy Forum  
A whole-health–economy approach to antimicrobial stewardship: Analysis of current 
models and future direction  
Monsey McLeod, Raheelah Ahmad, Nada Atef Shebl, Christianne Micallef, Fiona Sim, Alison Holmes  
| published 29 Mar 2019 PLOS Medicine  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pmed.1002774  
Summary points 
   :: Antimicrobial stewardship (AMS) strategies are widely implemented in single healthcare sectors 
and organisations; however, the extent and impact of integrated AMS initiatives across the whole 
health economy are unknown. 
   :: Assessing degree of integration of AMS across the whole health economy and its impact is 
essential if we are to achieve a ‘One Health’ approach to addressing antimicrobial resistance (AMR), 
and therefore we searched systematically for and analysed published examples of integrated AMS 
initiatives to address this gap. 
   :: Application of a system-level framework to analyse integration of AMS initiatives across and within 
healthcare sectors shows that integration is emerging but needs strengthening. 
   :: Findings from a small number of evaluations in high-income countries suggest that antimicrobial 
prescribing and healthcare-associated infections can be reduced using a multisectoral integrated AMS 
approach. 
  :: More robust research designs to evaluate and understand the impact of multisectoral integrated 
AMS are needed, particularly with respect to differing health systems in different countries and local 
organisational contexts. 
   :: Our analysis highlights a number of challenges and ways forward for enhancing the delivery of 
AMS through an integrated approach. 
 
Editorial 
Measles vaccination: A matter of confidence and commitment  
Richard Turner, on behalf of the PLOS Medicine Editors  
| published 26 Mar 2019 PLOS Medicine  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pmed.1002770  
Prominent among the anxieties of our times are those regarding health and disease. Not only are 
ageing populations expected to suffer an increased burden of noncommunicable diseases in the future, 
but risks of and harms from existing and emerging infectious diseases could also increase, owing to 
population growth, migration, climate change, and other factors. At the population level, it is clear that 
the hard-won gains in medicine and public health brought about by vaccination, antimicrobial and other 
treatments, and improved sanitation will need to be sustained, broadened, and intensified to protect 
and provide for an increasing proportion of the human population. Global aspirations, including those 
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set out in the Sustainable Development Goals, are unambiguous in setting out an anticipated future 
trajectory of improved health, well-being, and prosperity. 
 
Measles, a highly contagious viral infection, is in various respects the perfect example of a threat to 
health that respects neither aspirations nor boundaries between developed and developing countries. 
Complications of measles infection include pneumonia (the most common cause of death in children 
with measles), encephalitis, ear infections that can lead to permanent deafness, and diarrhoea. 
Although a safe and very effective two-dose vaccination schedule has been available and widely 
deployed since the 1960s, the need for very high and consistent vaccination coverage to elicit herd 
immunity means that the disease burden and harms of measles remain substantial. WHO reports that 
globally, in an apparent uptrend of cases occurring in 2017, measles led to an estimated 110,000 
deaths, most in children aged under 5 years [1]. Tragically, these deaths were unavoidable, given the 
estimated 20.8 million children in low- and middle-income countries who had not received a single dose 
of measles vaccine through routine programmes in that year. 
 
In the 53 high- and middle-income countries that make up its European region, WHO has indicated 
that around 82,500 cases of measles were reported in 2018, an alarmingly high number even among a 
population in excess of 900 million people, and a greater than 3-fold increase since 2017 [2]. There 
were 72 reported deaths in children and adults. Here, the European Vaccine Action Plan 2015–2020 
recognizes the need for high and consistent levels of vaccine coverage yet acknowledges the difficulties 
in meeting the challenges of achieving high and equitable coverage, owing to the existing pronounced 
variations in national and regional coverage with measles vaccination. 
 
In the United States, despite the declared elimination of measles in 2000, outbreaks have been well 
documented in recent years—the outbreak in Southern California during December 2014–February 
2015 involved at least 125 cases [3]. Among these cases, a substantial proportion were in people 
known not to have been vaccinated, including infants who were too young to have been protected and 
individuals who had chosen not to receive measles vaccination (i.e., 49 people were unvaccinated 
among the 110 cases identified in California). More recently, an outbreak in Clark County, Washington 
State has been widely reported in the past few weeks, and at the time of writing there had been 65 
confirmed measles cases in this area [4]. In 2018, writing in PLOS Medicine, Jacqueline Olive and 
colleagues highlighted clusters of people claiming nonmedical exemptions from measles vaccination in 
states where this is permitted by law [5]. The authors noted that ‘new foci of antivaccine activities are 
being established in major metropolitan areas, rendering select cities vulnerable for vaccination-
preventable diseases.’ It is difficult to imagine a future scenario without repeated and serious measles 
outbreaks in the US and elsewhere, given the gaps in protection against the disease. A cautionary 
indication of the extent to which the dangers of so-called ‘vaccine hesitancy’ can escalate is in the 
Philippines, where there are reported to have been thousands of measles cases and at least 189 deaths 
since the beginning of 2019, mainly in children [6]. 
 
The reasons for people not accepting vaccination against measles and other potentially fatal and 
readily preventable infections are, unfortunately, all too well known. Fears about potential harms of the 
combined measles, mumps, and rubella vaccination were raised by a discredited study published in The 
Lancet in 1998 and are continuing to circulate. As Peter Hotez, Dean of the National School of Tropical 
Medicine at Baylor College of Medicine, Houston, Texas, commented to PLOS Medicine, ‘the “anti-Vax” 
movement began as a fringe group but has now become a media empire in its own right, producing 
hundreds of websites, books, and videos. Even if a concerted effort were mounted against this 
movement, it could take years to be effective.’ Despite the volumes of scientific research and debate 
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published in the intervening 20 years, supporting beyond reasonable doubt the overwhelmingly 
favourable benefit:risk assessment for vaccination against measles and other infectious diseases, levels 
of scepticism clearly persist and are being propagated in susceptible populations worldwide. It seems 
that the growth of social media has facilitated the development of geographically widespread 
communities with fixed yet indefensible opinions, where hearsay is spread intensively while robust 
medical evidence and guidance hold little sway. 
 
It would probably be unwise to expect a single approach or constituency to be able to change minds 
opposed to vaccination. In the case of measles, high-quality surveillance activities alongside well-
supported and planned vaccination programmes are essential to bring about progressive reductions in 
the high burden of morbidity and deaths in developing countries. In settings where limited public 
acceptance of measles vaccination is a danger, imaginative governmental and, where viable, civil 
society- or NGO-led information campaigns are needed to drive uptake of vaccination, alongside the 
essential underpinnings of culturally appropriate incentives and legal provisions. Healthcare 
professionals, who in many countries are generally trusted and enjoy a high level of confidence from 
the public, are likely to be an underused resource in conveying accurate information and advice on 
vaccines and vaccination through formal and informal routes. Ultimately, the question is one of 
altruism: everyone who has experienced the silent but long-lasting protection afforded by vaccination 
has the responsibility to promote understanding and acceptance of the benefits to others. Our 
neighbours and, most of all, their children, deserve nothing less. 
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| published 28 Mar 2019 PLOS Neglected Tropical Diseases  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pntd.0007213  
Author summary 
The established scientific consensus indicates that climate change will severely exacerbate the risk and 
burden of Aedes-transmitted viruses, including dengue, chikungunya, Zika, and other significant threats 
to global health security. Here, we show more subtle impacts of climate change on transmission, 
caused primarily by differences between the more heat-tolerant Aedes aegypti and the more heat-
limited Ae. albopictus. Within the next century, nearly a billion people could face their first exposure to 
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viral transmission from either mosquito in the worst-case scenario, mainly in Europe and high-elevation 
tropical and subtropical regions. However, while year-round transmission potential from Ae. aegypti is 
likely to expand (particularly in south Asia and sub-Saharan Africa), Ae. albopictus transmission 
potential is likely to decline substantially in the tropics, marking a global shift towards seasonal risk as 
the tropics eventually become too hot for transmission by Ae. albopictus. Complete mitigation of 
climate change to a pre-industrial baseline may protect almost a billion people from arbovirus range 
expansions; however, middle-of-the-road mitigation could produce the greatest expansion in the 
potential for viral transmission by Ae. albopictus. In any scenario, mitigating climate change would shift 
the projected burden of both dengue and chikungunya (and potentially other Aedes transmitted 
viruses) from higher-income regions back onto the tropics, where transmission might otherwise begin 
to decline due to rising temperatures. 
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PNAS published ahead of print March 25, 2019. https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1900233116  
Significance 
Historians have long debated the role of climate in the rise and fall of empires of the 1st millennium 
CE. Drastic territorial contraction of the Byzantine Empire, societal decline, and beginning of the 
European Middle Ages have generally been linked to the Islamic conquests of the seventh century. This 
multidisciplinary archaeological investigation of trash mounds in the Negev Desert establishes the end 
date of organized trash management in the Byzantine-period city of Elusa and demonstrates urban 
collapse a century before the Islamic transition. Our findings, taken together with other evidence for 
Byzantine urban dysfunction, the Justinianic Plague, and recent research on the Late Antique Little Ice 
Age, flesh out the impact of the sixth century on broad historical trajectories. 
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Morgan R. Frank, David Autor, James E. Bessen, Erik Brynjolfsson, Manuel Cebrian, David J. Deming, 
Maryann Feldman, Matthew Groh, José Lobo, Esteban Moro, Dashun Wang, Hyejin Youn, and Iyad 
Rahwan 
PNAS published ahead of print March 25, 2019. https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1900949116  
Abstract 
Rapid advances in artificial intelligence (AI) and automation technologies have the potential to 
significantly disrupt labor markets. While AI and automation can augment the productivity of some 
workers, they can replace the work done by others and will likely transform almost all occupations at 
least to some degree. Rising automation is happening in a period of growing economic inequality, 
raising fears of mass technological unemployment and a renewed call for policy efforts to address the 
consequences of technological change. In this paper we discuss the barriers that inhibit scientists from 
measuring the effects of AI and automation on the future of work. These barriers include the lack of 
high-quality data about the nature of work (e.g., the dynamic requirements of occupations), lack of 
empirically informed models of key microlevel processes (e.g., skill substitution and human–machine 
complementarity), and insufficient understanding of how cognitive technologies interact with broader 
economic dynamics and institutional mechanisms (e.g., urban migration and international trade policy). 
Overcoming these barriers requires improvements in the longitudinal and spatial resolution of data, as 
well as refinements to data on workplace skills. These improvements will enable multidisciplinary 
research to quantitatively monitor and predict the complex evolution of work in tandem with 
technological progress. Finally, given the fundamental uncertainty in predicting technological change, 
we recommend developing a decision framework that focuses on resilience to unexpected scenarios in 
addition to general equilibrium behavior. 
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Natural history museums face their own past 
By Gretchen Vogel 
Science29 Mar 2019 : 1371-1372 Restricted Access 
Curators confront colonial-era exploitation in the acquisition of dinosaurs, other specimens. 
Summary 
   Step into the main hall of the Natural History Museum in Berlin and you'll be greeted by a towering 
dinosaur skeleton, the tallest ever mounted. Nearly four stories high and twice as long as a school bus, 
the sauropod Giraffatitan brancai was the largest dinosaur known for more than a half-century. It has 
been a crowd magnet since it was first displayed in 1937. But the tidal flats Giraffatitan bestrode 150 
million years ago weren't in Europe. It lived in eastern Africa, today's Tanzania, much of which was a 
German colony when the fossil was unearthed in the early 1900s. Now, some Tanzanian politicians 
argue that the fossils should return to Africa. Berlin's Natural History Museum isn't the only one facing 
calls for the return of fossils, which echo repatriation demands for human remains and cultural 
artifacts. Many specimens were collected under conditions considered unethical today, such as brutal 
colonial rule that ignored the ownership rights and knowledge of indigenous people. The repatriation 
requests are prompting new questions about the stories of "discovery" that many museums have 
traditionally told. 
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A quantitative assessment reveals the effects of chytridiomycosis on amphibian communities 
worldwide. 
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The demise of amphibians? 
Rapid spread of disease is a hazard in our interconnected world. The chytrid fungus Batrachochytrium 
dendrobatidis was identified in amphibian populations about 20 years ago and has caused death and 
species extinction at a global scale. Scheele et al. found that the fungus has caused declines in 
amphibian populations everywhere except at its origin in Asia (see the Perspective by Greenberg and 
Palen). A majority of species and populations are still experiencing decline, but there is evidence of 
limited recovery in some species. The analysis also suggests some conditions that predict resilience. 
Science, this issue p. 1459; see also p. 1386 
Abstract 
Anthropogenic trade and development have broken down dispersal barriers, facilitating the spread of 
diseases that threaten Earth’s biodiversity. We present a global, quantitative assessment of the 
amphibian chytridiomycosis panzootic, one of the most impactful examples of disease spread, and 
demonstrate its role in the decline of at least 501 amphibian species over the past half-century, 
including 90 presumed extinctions. The effects of chytridiomycosis have been greatest in large-bodied, 
range-restricted anurans in wet climates in the Americas and Australia. Declines peaked in the 1980s, 
and only 12% of declined species show signs of recovery, whereas 39% are experiencing ongoing 
decline. There is risk of further chytridiomycosis outbreaks in new areas. The chytridiomycosis 
panzootic represents the greatest recorded loss of biodiversity attributable to a disease. 
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   For nearly a century public policy making has been informed more by theory than by practice: a 
group of experts propose prescriptions, and elected officials turn these into laws and programs. In “The 
New Practice of Public Problem Solving,” the cover story in the Spring 2019 issue of Stanford Social 
Innovation Review, two authors from a Washington, DC, think tank propose a new approach that is 
faster, more bottom-up, and more iterative. 
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The Crisis of Youth Mental Health  
By Eliot Brenner  
Children and adolescents confront a mental health treatment gap in which many who need help do not 
get it. Philanthropy can help fill this gap by investing in new models of delivering care 
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Trends in maternal and neonatal mortality in South Africa: a systematic review  
Measuring and monitoring progress towards Millennium Development Goals (MDG) 4 and 5 required 
valid and reliable estimates of maternal and child mortality. In South Africa, there are conflicting 
reports on the...  
Authors: Damian J. Damian, Bernard Njau, Ester Lisasi, Sia E. Msuya and Andrew Boulle 
Citation: Systematic Reviews 2019 8:76  
Published on: 27 March 2019 
 
 
Torture Journal 
Volume 28 - Issue No.3  
https://irct.org/publications/torture-journal/141 
Special section: Sexual, gender-based and genderized torture  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Trauma, Violence, & Abuse 
Volume 20 Issue 2, April 2019  
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/tvaa/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Travel Medicine and Infectious Diseases 
Volume 27  Pages 1-142 (January–February 2019) 
http://www.travelmedicinejournal.com/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Tropical Medicine & International Health 
Volume 24, Issue 3  Pages: i-iv, 259-378 March 2019 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13653156/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
UN Chronicle 
Vol. LV Nos. 3 & 4 2018  December 2018  
New Technologies: Where to? 
   This issue focuses on new technologies and their potential benefits for humanity as well as their 
expanding use in advancing the 2030 Agenda. It explores the promise of our digital age, while posing 

https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/11/2
https://systematicreviewsjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles
https://systematicreviewsjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13643-019-0991-y
https://irct.org/publications/torture-journal/141
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/tvaa/current
http://www.travelmedicinejournal.com/
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13653156/current
https://unchronicle.un.org/issue/new-technologies-where


   

  

important questions about where these technologies are leading us, and how their misuse could also 
lead to increased inequality and conflict.   
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World Heritage n°90 - January 2019  
World Heritage Success Stories  
   The World Heritage Convention is a legal tool. In adhering to it, countries commit to protect heritage 
within their borders and to refrain from any deliberate measures that might damage directly or 
indirectly the cultural and natural heritage of the territory of other States Parties to this Convention. 
   The true measure of the Convention is the effectiveness of its implementation. It is the concrete 
results that matter, for the sites and for the people who live in or near them. When there are positive 
results at one World Heritage property, all countries that are party to the Convention can benefit from 
this success. 
   In this issue, we look at specific cases of actions at World Heritage sites that have benefited and 
improved their state of conservation… 
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