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:: Week in Review  
A highly selective capture of strategic developments, research, commentary, analysis and 
announcements spanning Human Rights Action, Humanitarian Response, Health, Education, Holistic 
Development, Heritage Stewardship, Sustainable Resilience. Achieving a balance across these broad 
themes is a challenge and we appreciate your observations and ideas in this regard. This is not 
intended to be a "news and events" digest. 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
South-South Cooperation 
 
World Leaders Adopt Outcome Document Urging Greater South-South Cooperation to 
Achieve Sustainable Development, as Buenos Aires Conference Concludes 
Enhanced Collaboration Crucial to Address Changing Geopolitical Landscape, Resource Constraints, 
Delegates Stress 
United Nations Conference on South-South Cooperation, 5th Meeting (AM)  
 
BUENOS AIRES, 22 March — Concluding a landmark conference on the crucial role of South-South 
cooperation in the planet’s sustainable development, representatives of 160 countries today adopted a 
sweeping outcome document calling for stepped-up collaboration against the backdrop of resource 
constraints and a shifting geopolitical landscape. 
 
By the terms of the “Buenos Aires outcome document of the Second High-level United 
Nations Conference on South-South Cooperation”, heads of delegations and other officials — 
gathered on the third and final day of the Conference, also known as “BAPA+40” — cited significant 
changes in international politics and economic relations, which create conditions conducive to 
promoting South-South cooperation, pursuing sustained economic growth and building national and 
collective self-reliance.  They noted that, while North-South cooperation remains the main modality for 
development cooperation, recent decades have seen South-South cooperation expand its scope, 
facilitate regional integration and provide innovative approaches for collective action. 
 
Acknowledging that developing countries continue to face serious challenges, as well as new and 
emerging ones, participants recognized the need to enhance capacity-building in developing countries 
through enhanced resources and expertise, at those countries’ request.  In that regard, they renewed 
their commitment to the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the 
Addis Ababa Action Agenda, reaffirmed the General Assembly resolution endorsing the 1978 Buenos 
Aires Plan of Action for Promoting and Implementing Technical Cooperation among Developing 
Countries and welcomed other international agreements. 
 
Noting with concern increases in debt levels around the world, participants called on borrowers and 
creditors to address challenges linked to debt sustainability as a matter of priority, in order to prevent a 
negative impact on long-term development and the achievement of the 2030 Agenda’s 17 Sustainable 
Development Goals.  They also recognized that the shortage of resources continues to hinder the 
expansion of South-South and triangular cooperation, and underscored the need to further mobilize 
resources from all sources — public, private, domestic and international. 
 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/dev3392.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/dev3392.doc.htm


   

  

By other terms of the outcome document, participants recognized that South-South cooperation should 
not be seen as official development assistance (ODA) and stressed that it is not a substitute for, but 
rather a complement to, North-South cooperation.  They further acknowledged the need to enhance 
the development effectiveness of South-South and triangular cooperation, while acknowledging its 
voluntary, participative and demand-driven nature. 
 
Participants further called on both developed and developing countries, and all relevant stakeholders, 
to promote South-South and triangular cooperation policies and activities, and ensure a more holistic 
and coherent approach to sustainable development.  They also called upon multilateral, regional and 
bilateral financial and development institutions to consider increasing financial resources and technical 
cooperation for those purposes, while stressing the need to reinvigorate the United Nations role within 
existing resources and with the approval of respective Governments… 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
U.S. – International Criminal Court (ICC) 
 
US "threats" against International Criminal Court must stop, say UN experts  
GENEVA (22 March 2019) – Warnings by US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo and National Security 
Adviser John Bolton of measures against the International Criminal Court (ICC) must not be allowed to 
hinder the Court’s ability to fulfil its mandate, say UN human rights experts*.  
 
"We are particularly concerned in light of recent reports of senior ICC staff resigning from 
their positions as a consequence of these threats," said the UN experts. 
  
In a speech on 10 September 2018, John Bolton warned that ICC judges, prosecutors and staff would 
face measures if they went ahead with investigating alleged war crimes by the US, Israel or other US 
allies.  
 
He said the measures would include "all means necessary", such as a ban on ICC judges and 
prosecutors entering the United States; freezing their funds in the US financial system; and ultimately, 
their prosecution in the US. He said the same would apply to companies or States assisting any ICC 
investigation of American citizens.  
 
In March 2019, US Secretary of State, Mike Pompeo, said the US would revoke or deny visas to 
members of the ICC involved in investigations against US troops in Afghanistan or elsewhere, and 
threatened economic sanctions.  
 
"These threats constitute improper interference with the independence of the ICC and could hinder the 
ability of ICC judges, prosecutors, and staff to carry out their professional duties," said the UN experts.  
"In order to guarantee effective and equal access to justice and a fair trial in accordance with 
international standards, the judicial system and individual judges must be independent and free from 
any improper interference."  
 
The UN experts expressed deep concern at the intimidation. "These threats may discourage human 
rights defenders, civil society organisations, victims’ representatives, companies or others from 
cooperating with the ICC in pursuit of truth and justice," they said.  

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24392&LangID=E


   

  

 
The experts are in contact with the US authorities on the issues.  
ENDS  
(*) The UN experts: Mr. Michel Forst (France),Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights 
defenders; and Mr. Diego García-Sayán (Peru), Special Rapporteur on the  Independence of Judges 
and Lawyers.  
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Stewardship 
 
Integrating Green and Gray : Creating Next Generation Infrastructure 
World Bank   World Resources Institute 
Author(s): Browder, Greg; Ozment, Suzanne; Rehberger Bescos, Irene; Gartner, Todd; Lange, Glenn-
Marie 
Published: 2019-03-21 :: 140 pages 
English PDF (14.63MB)  
Abstract 
A new generation of infrastructure projects that harness the power of nature can help achieve 
development goals, including water security and climate resilience. In this report from the World Bank 
and World Resources Institute, both organizations are calling for green infrastructure, such as 
mangroves and wetlands, to play a bigger role in traditional infrastructure planning. Integrating nature 
into mainstream infrastructure systems can produce lower cost and more resilient services. This report 
guides developing country service providers and their partners on how to seize this opportunity. It 
reviews approaches and examples of how to integrate green infrastructure into mainstream project 
appraisal processes and investments. 
 
HIGHLIGHTS 
:: Traditional infrastructure systems worldwide rely on built solutions to support the smooth and safe 
functioning of societies. In the face of multiplying environmental threats, this approach alone can no 
longer provide the climate resiliency and level of services required in the 21st century. 
 
:: Natural systems such as forests, floodplains, and soils can contribute to clean, reliable water supply 
and protect against floods and drought. In many circumstances, combining this “green infrastructure” 
with traditional “gray infrastructure,” such as dams, levees, reservoirs, treatment systems, and pipes, 
can provide next generation solutions that enhance system performance and better protect 
communities. 
 
:: Service providers such as water utilities, flood management agencies, irrigation agencies, and 
hydropower companies can deliver more cost-effective and resilient services by integrating green 
infrastructure into their plans. However, to guide its appropriate use in mainstream infrastructure 
programs, green infrastructure must be as rigorously evaluated and carefully designed as gray projects. 
 
:: This report offers service providers a framework to evaluate green infrastructure from a technical, 
environmental, social, and economic perspective, and to assess key enabling conditions, with 
illustrative examples. 
 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/SRHRDefenders/Pages/SRHRDefendersIndex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/SRHRDefenders/Pages/SRHRDefendersIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Judiciary/Pages/IDPIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Judiciary/Pages/IDPIndex.aspx
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/31430
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/31430/9781569739556.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y


   

  

:: It also provides guidance for policymakers and development partners, who must set the incentives 
and enabling conditions to mainstream solutions that unite green and gray infrastructure. 
 
 
Press Release : 21 March 2019  
Green and Gray Infrastructure More Powerful When They Work Together, Says New Report 
…Integrating Green and Gray – Creating Next Generation Infrastructure shows how weaving the power 
of ‘green’ natural systems, including flood plains and forests, into ‘gray’ traditional infrastructure 
systems can lower cost and increase resilience. 
 
“If we help nature then nature can help us – that’s the message of this report,” said Interim President 
of the World Bank Group Kristalina Georgieva. “Measures like replanting wetlands can shield cities from 
storms and flooding, and protecting forests improves watersheds. Infrastructure should make use of 
plants and nature to boost resilience and create a more livable environment." 
 
The report showcases World Bank projects where green infrastructure is already being deployed. For 
example, in Brazil, forests filter biological impurities to protect water sources and reduce the need for 
expensive water treatment plants upgrades. In Vietnam, mangroves are used as a first line of defense 
against typhoons and sea surges, helping to reduce investments in expensive man-made sea dikes. 
And in Somalia, natural river sediments are trapped behind dams, helping to recharge local aquifers, 
thus eliminating the need for deep and expensive groundwater pumps. 
 
The report illustrates how emerging technology such as earth-based observations and advanced 
modelling make it cheaper and easier to design and assess the performance of green infrastructure. It 
also lays out a new framework for practitioners and service providers to integrate green infrastructure 
into gray, including technical, environmental, social, and economic dimensions. 
 
The report finds that integrating green and gray infrastructure can help deliver a “triple-win” with 
benefits for the economy, communities, and the environment… 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Stewardship  
 
United States And Brazil To Partner In First-Ever Private-Sector-Driven Biodiversity-
Focused Impact Investment Fund For The Brazilian Amazon  
March 18, 2019 
    Today, United States Agency for International Development Administrator Mark Green and the 
Brazilian Secretary of the Office of International Relations within the Ministry of the Environment, 
Roberto Castelo Branco, signed a Letter of Intent to work toward the launch of the first-ever 
biodiversity-focused impact-investment fund for the Brazilian Amazon. The fund, to be financed largely 
by the private sector, is intended to leverage $100 million in investments in hard-to-reach, high-risk 
sectors to spur successful businesses that align with forest and biodiversity conservation. 
 
Letter of Intent Between The United States Agency for International Development and The 
Ministry of Environment of the Federative Republic of Brazil 
Washington D.C., March 18, 2019. 

http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2019/03/21/green-and-gray-infrastructure-more-powerful-when-they-work-together-says-new-report
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/united-states-and-brazil-partner-first-ever-private-sector-driven
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/united-states-and-brazil-partner-first-ever-private-sector-driven
https://www.usaid.gov/where-we-work/latin-american-and-caribbean/letter-intent-between-usaid-and-ministry-environment-brazil
https://www.usaid.gov/where-we-work/latin-american-and-caribbean/letter-intent-between-usaid-and-ministry-environment-brazil


   

  

The Governments of the United States of America and the Federative Republic of Brazil have 
collaborated, over decades, to conserve the biodiversity and promote the sustainable development of 
the Brazilian Amazon. The two countries share the understanding that private-sector partnership and 
engagement are critical to the development of sustainable, market-oriented productive models in the 
Amazon. Further, access to credit and financing is one of the major impediments to strengthening 
entrepreneurism, value-chains, innovation, and start-ups in the region. Both countries believe that, 
with impact investing in Brazil rapidly expanding, a private-sector-led, financially viable, scalable 
approach must move forward financing for economic opportunities that conserve forests and 
biodiversity and also have positive impacts on local communities. 
 
The risks and challenges of working in the Amazon have precluded most impact investors from 
expanding into the region. It is our mutual understanding that unlocking private finance for 
sustainable enterprises in the Amazon strengthens the autonomy and well-being of forest-
dependent communities and entrepreneurs in the Amazon, and creates opportunities for 
the conservation of biodiversity, the restoration of land, and reduced deforestation, which 
can displace illegal and unsustainable practices with legal and sustainable options. 
 
The two countries intend to work jointly toward the launch of a first-ever $100 million biodiversity-
focused impact-investment fund for the Brazilian Amazon (“Fund”), largely financed with private-sector 
capital. The Fund aspires to offer investment opportunities in hard-to-reach, high-risk sectors with the 
potential to create successful and scalable impact businesses that align with the conservation of forests 
and biodiversity. The Fund intends to provide long-term capital for value-chains, businesses, 
and start-ups that foster sustainable use of forest and biodiversity resources and decrease 
deforestation, while improving well-being in local communities. By strengthening the 
Amazon’s financial and impact-investing ecosystem, and providing a blended-finance model for 
overcoming the inherent challenges, the Governments of Brazil and the United States are putting 
forward a new model of development that can be both scaled and replicated in the future, throughout 
the Amazon, other regions in Brazil, and the rest of the Western Hemisphere. 
 
In addition, the two countries intend to deepen their collaboration to share best practices and 
technology, data, and tools, such as geospatial information, monitoring, and early-warning systems, to 
help Brazilian decision-makers address environmental challenges that include drought, fire, the 
degradation of land, deforestation, and desertification. These problems are increasingly prevalent 
across Brazil, and threaten vulnerable populations and ecosystems, and lessons learned in the Amazon 
can help protect other key biomes, such as the Caatinga in Northeastern Brazil and the Pantanal in 
Southwestern Brazil. 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Health 
 
New Global Coalition Will Focus on Improving Value of Healthcare  
News 18 Mar 2019  
:: A group of senior healthcare leaders, in cooperation with the World Economic Forum, is launching a 
Global Coalition for Value in Healthcare to address the rising costs of healthcare 
:: Coalition will focus on payment-model reform, health informatics standardization and the 
dissemination of best practices to health systems around the world. 

https://www.weforum.org/press/2019/03/new-global-coalition-will-focus-on-improving-value-of-healthcare


   

  

: A new report defines agenda for coalition, Value in Healthcare: Accelerating the Pace of Health 
System Transformation. 
 
Geneva, Switzerland, 20 March 2019 – The healthcare sector faces major challenges in delivering value 
for healthcare. According to the OECD, spending on healthcare in 2016 – the most recent year that 
data is available – increased by 3.4%, the highest rate since 2009. In response, leaders in the $8 
trillion global healthcare sector need to embrace value-based healthcare, an approach that defines the 
goal of healthcare as the achievement of improved health outcomes that matter to patients at the 
same or lower cost. 
  
Achieving a value-based healthcare system faces numerous barriers. Optimizing its delivery requires 
high-quality health data, but industry estimates suggest that about 80% of healthcare data is unusable 
in its current format. Value-based healthcare also requires companies to make major changes to their 
business models, but such shifts can involve a high degree of risk, and there is often little incentive for 
the private sector to take on this challenge. From a regulatory perspective, changing the structure of 
the healthcare system requires strong political will and can generate backlash. The biggest obstacle to 
the spread of value-based healthcare is that misaligned incentives in current health systems make it 
difficult for industry stakeholders to act collectively.  
 
As the final report of the Forum’s three-year Value in Healthcare project, Value in Healthcare: 
Accelerating the Pace of Health System Transformation, released by the World Economic Forum in 
collaboration with Boston Consulting Group (BCG), describes three major initiatives to address these 
challenges and accelerate the transition to value-based healthcare in health systems around the world: 
:: A “user’s guide” to health system transformation: The report proposes best practices based 
on a review of pioneering efforts around the world and on the Forum’s experience with two pilot 
projects...  
 
:: A “roadmap” for global health-informatics standardization: This effort lays the foundation for 
promoting value-based healthcare over the next four years by proposing a global vision and a “digital 
health bill of rights”, which will be developed in consultation with patient advocacy organizations 
around the world. This global vision and bill of rights will help governments, patient groups and the 
private sector ensure that their informatics work is patient-centred and will inform other efforts to 
harmonize informatics standards around the world. 
 
:: The Global Coalition for Value in Healthcare: This public-private effort will provide a platform 
where stakeholders and medical practitioners can learn from one another, develop shared visions and 
goals, and exchange best practices. The coalition will provide technical assistance and facilitate local 
partnerships, develop global enablers of value-based healthcare, document and disseminate best 
practices, and build a global community of practice..  
 
Read the full report here 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Featured Journal Content 
 
The Lancet 

https://www.weforum.org/reports/value-in-healthcare-accelerating-the-pace-of-health-system-transformation
https://www.weforum.org/reports/value-in-healthcare-accelerating-the-pace-of-health-system-transformation
https://www.weforum.org/reports/value-in-healthcare-accelerating-the-pace-of-health-system-transformation


   

  

Mar 23, 2019  Volume 393Number 10177p1177-1260, e35 
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/issue/current 
Editorial 
Venezuelans' right to health crumbles amid political crisis 
The Lancet 
The rising prosperity of Venezuela during the 20th century helped to consolidate gains in health 
outcomes made over decades. Now, a country rich in natural resources is submerged in a complex 
humanitarian emergency due to the politico-economic crisis that started in 2008, progressively 
destroying the health-care system. 
 
In this issue, Page and colleagues discuss the current situation in Venezuela and explain how the crisis 
has threatened the nation's public health, resulting in increases in morbidity and mortality. The authors 
also report on the observations they made when visiting the Venezuelan borders with Colombia and 
Brazil, where the movement of Venezuelan migrants has already resulted in a strain on both countries' 
health-care systems. Another worrying implication of the movement of migrants into neighbouring 
countries is the quick dissemination of infectious diseases, such as malaria and Chagas. A Review in 
The Lancet Infectious Diseases analysed the return of vector-borne diseases and the implications for 
spillover in the region. For example, the number of malaria cases increased by 359% between 2000 
and 2015, and by a further 71% in 2017 (411 586 cases). Dengue incidence increased by more than 
four times between 1990 and 2016. These epidemics are exacerbated by the decline in public health 
programmes, such as childhood immunisation, insufficient potable water, and poor sanitation 
conditions. 
 
In 2018, 82% of people in Venezuela (about 28·5 million people) and 75% of health centres around 
the country did not have a continuous supply of water, according to a report on the right to water 
published by five Venezuelan non-governmental organisations (NGOs). Running water is provided 
sporadically (in some areas this can be once every 20 days) and the water that does reach the 
population is of poor quality or not potable. To aggravate the situation, shortages of electricity have 
been recurrently reported over more than 3 months and have culminated in a widespread blackout 
between March 7 and March 11, leaving homes and hospitals in the dark. Failures in the electricity 
supply system were reported as causing the death of 79 patients between Nov 16, 2018, and Feb 9, 
2019, in the 40 main hospitals of the country. These data are from a national survey, Encuesta 
Nacional de los Hospitales 2019 which also notes that 1557 patients died because of insufficient 
hospital supplies. The medical NGO that published these data explained that these are conservative 
estimates as many deaths are not reported. 
 
In the meantime, hyperinflation (estimated by the International Monetary Fund to be at 10 million % in 
2019) puts the cost of daily food out of reach for nine in ten Venezuelans, according to the ENCOVI 
(Living Conditions survey) 2017. The food crisis is further exacerbated by absence of food diversity and 
collapse of food infrastructure (production, distribution, and access to food). As a result, between 2016 
and 2018, the proportion of the population that is undernourished increased from 5% to 12%, 
according to a report on the right to food published by three Venezuelan NGOs. Poor nutrition between 
conception and 2 years of age is threatening the physical, mental, and social development of new 
generations. Venezuela is the only country in Latin America showing a deterioration in child survival 
back to the levels of the 1990s. According to estimates in a recent study in The Lancet Global Health, 
the infant mortality rate reached 21·1 deaths per 1000 livebirths in 2016, almost 40% higher than in 
2008. 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/issue/current
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(19)30729-9/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(18)30757-6/fulltext
http://www.aguaclara.org/downloads/Venezuela-CHE-Water-October-2018.pdf
https://www.ucab.edu.ve/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2018/02/ENCOVI-2017-presentacion-para-difundir-.pdf
https://www.ovsalud.org/descargas/publicaciones/alimentacion/Reporte%20Nacional%20EHC%20Derecho%20a%20la%20Alimentacion%20y%20Nutricion%20diciembre%202018%20(Ingles).pdf
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(18)30479-0/fulltext


   

  

Vowing to improve the situation, on March 1, the UN security council voted on two resolutions related 
to Venezuela but failed to pass either of them because the USA, Russia, and China clashed over the 
issue. The USA recognises Juan Guaido, leader of the National Assembly, as the country's president, 
whereas China and Russia continue to recognise Nicolás Maduro as leader of the country. While the 
divisive debate regarding last year's disputed presidential elections continues to rage, Venezuela is 
struggling with hunger and preventable diseases. 
 
As we went to press, a UN team was visiting the country on an official human rights mission following 
a surprising invitation from Maduro, who has been reluctant to accept humanitarian aid. There is hope 
that Maduro will be transparent with the UN team and allow them to observe the true complexity of the 
situation. The UN human rights team is also scheduled to speak with members of Guaido's party. 
Whatever the outcome of the UN's mission, the urgent implementation of effective measures to 
facilitate the coordinated international response to the Venezuelans' plight cannot come soon enough. 
The right to health and to food cannot be politicised and the international community is failing if these 
universal rights are not restored in Venezuela. 
 
Review 
Venezuela's public health crisis: a regional emergency 
Kathleen R Page, Shannon Doocy, Feliciano Reyna Ganteaume, Julio S Castro, Paul Spiegel, 
Chris Beyrer 
Summary  
The economic crisis in Venezuela has eroded the country's health-care infrastructure and threatened 
the public health of its people. Shortages in medications, health supplies, interruptions of basic utilities 
at health-care facilities, and the emigration of health-care workers have led to a progressive decline in 
the operational capacity of health care. The effect of the crisis on public health has been difficult to 
quantify since the Venezuelan Ministry of Health stopped publishing crucial public health statistics in 
2016. We prepared a synthesis of health information, beyond what is available from other sources, and 
scholarly discussion of engagement strategies for the international community. Data were identified 
through searches in MEDLINE, PubMed, and the grey literature, through references from relevant 
articles, and governmental and non-governmental reports, and publicly available databases. Articles 
published in English and Spanish until Dec 1, 2018, were included. Over the past decade, public health 
measures in Venezuela have substantially declined. From 2012 to 2016, infant deaths increased by 
63% and maternal mortality more than doubled. Since 2016, outbreaks of the vaccine-preventable 
diseases measles and diphtheria have spread throughout the region. From 2016 to 2017, Venezuela 
had the largest rate of increase of malaria in the world, and in 2015, tuberculosis rates were the 
highest in the country in 40 years. Between 2017 and 2018, most patients who were infected with HIV 
interrupted therapy because of a lack of medications. The Venezuelan economic crisis has shattered 
the health-care system and resulted in rising morbidity and mortality. Outbreaks and expanding 
epidemics of infectious diseases associated with declines in basic public health services are threatening 
the health of the country and the region.  
 
Editorial 
On the question of water: a matter of life and death 
The Lancet 
The theme of this year's World Water Day on March 22—Leaving No One Behind—is a commitment to 
those who are disproportionately affected by insufficient access to safe water, such as women, 
children, refugees, and socioeconomically marginalised people. The urgency of this task is cemented in 
Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 6—to ensure the availability and sustainable management of 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(19)30344-7/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(19)30731-7/fulltext


   

  

water, the provision of adequate and equitable sanitation and hygiene, and cessation of open 
defecation by 2030. The staggering number of people for whom safe water trickles in insufficient 
quantity and quality—2 billion according to the UN—begs the question of how such a target could ever 
be reached. According to the UN, voices of marginalised people must be heard in decision making 
processes. 
 
In India, the need to achieve SDG 6 is acute. In 2014, 40% of the population relied on open 
defecation, poor sanitation was linked to one in ten deaths, and diarrhoea was a major killer of young 
children. When Prime Minister Narendra Modi came to power in 2014, he vowed to provide clean water 
and improve sanitation for the 1·34 billion population. He introduced the Swachh Bharat (Clean India) 
Mission, key elements of which were to construct 111 million toilets and end open defecation by the 
150th anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi's birth in October this year. But, as V R Raman and colleagues 
explain in this week's issue, large parts of the population are clearly being left behind: open defecation 
remains widely present, caused in part by incredibly inadequate and unsafe access to sanitation and 
toilets. Although a national survey reported that 96·5% of those with access to toilets use them, an 
unacceptable number of Indian citizens do not have access to basic hygiene and sanitation—a human 
right to ensure health and dignity. 
 
“On the question of water…It's quite simply a matter of life and death”—said Michael Møller, UN 
Director-General, at the first World Summit on Leaving No One Behind in February, 2019. Innovative 
solutions in water and sanitation delivery are the way forward. In India, as in many other parts of the 
world, people will continue to be left behind unless these solutions are sustainable, culturally 
competent, safe, and convenient. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
DRC – Ebola 
 
DONS - Ebola virus disease – Democratic Republic of the Congo   
21 March 2019 
[Excerpts; Editor’s text bolding] 
The Ebola virus disease (EVD) outbreak in North Kivu and Ituri provinces has recently 
shown an increase in the number of cases reported by week, after many weeks of overall 
decline… This rise is not unexpected and, in part, likely a result of the increased security challenges, 
including the recent direct attacks on treatment centers, and pockets of community mistrust, which 
slowed some response activities in affected areas for a few days… 
 
… Since the beginning of the outbreak to 19 March 2019, 980 EVD cases1 (915 confirmed and 65 
probable) have been reported, of which 57% (554) were female and 30% (293) were children aged 
less than 18 years. Cumulatively, cases have been reported from 130 of 339 health areas across 21 
health zones of the North Kivu and Ituri provinces (Table 1). Overall, 610 deaths (case fatality ratio: 
62%) have been reported, and 317 patients have been discharged after treatment in ETCs…. 
 
WHO risk assessment  
WHO continuously monitors changes to the epidemiological situation and context of the outbreak to 
ensure that support to the response is adapted to the evolving circumstances. The last assessment 
concluded that the national and regional risk levels remain very high, while global risk 

https://www.who.int/csr/don/21-march-2019-ebola-drc/en/


   

  

levels remain low. Attacks on ETCs in Katwa and Butembo represented the first large-scale 
and organized attacks targeted directly at the Ebola response, and were of a different 
order of magnitude to episodes of mistrust in communities or dangers of being caught in 
crossfire between fighting parties. In addition, the persistence of pockets of community 
resistance and mistrust, exacerbated by political tensions and insecurity, have resulted in 
recurrent temporary suspension and delays of case investigation and response activities in 
affected areas; reducing the overall effectiveness of interventions. The high proportion of 
community deaths reported among confirmed cases, persistent delays in detection and isolation in 
ETCs, challenges in the timely reporting and response to probable cases, collectively increase the 
likelihood of further chains of transmission in affected communities and increased risk of geographical 
spread within the Democratic Republic of the Congo and to neighbouring countries. As do the risk of 
increased population movement anticipated during periods of heightened insecurity… 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
Emergencies 
 
POLIO   
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
Polio this week as of 20 March 2019 
:: Following cyclone Idai’s landfall in Mozambique, accessibility in many areas remains a challenge, 
particularly Beira City. However, outside of Beira, polio outbreak response is ongoing in Zambezia. 
 
Summary of new viruses this week:  
:: Afghanistan—five wild poliovirus type 1 (WPV1)-positive environmental samples;  
:: Pakistan – seven WPV1-positive environmental samples;  
:: Nigeria— one circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type 2 (cVDPV2) case and seven cVDPV2-
positive environmental samples;  
:: Niger—five cVDPV2-positive community contact samples;  
:: Indonesia—one cVDPV1-positive isolate from a healthy community contact 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
Editor’s Note: 
WHO has posted a refreshed emergencies page which presents an updated listing of Grade 3,2,1 
emergencies as below. 
 
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
Democratic Republic of the Congo  
:: DONS - Ebola virus disease – Democratic Republic of the Congo  21 March 2019 
 
Syrian Arab Republic  
:: Health situation - Al-Hol camp  16 March 2019  
 
South Sudan  

http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cod/en/
https://www.who.int/csr/don/21-march-2019-ebola-drc/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/syr/en/
http://applications.emro.who.int/docs/SYR/COPub_SYR_crisis_2_2019_EN_22365.pdf?ua=1
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ssd/en/


   

  

::  WHO and partners assess and respond to the health needs of over 5000 internally displaced 
population in Dulamaya, South Sudan  18 March 2019 
 
Bangladesh - Rohingya crisis - No new digest announcements identified   
Myanmar - No new digest announcements identified   
Nigeria - No new digest announcements identified   
Somalia - No new digest announcements identified 
Yemen - No new digest announcements identified   
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
Ethiopia  
:: Ethiopia sets to strengthen its capacity to detect, prevent and respond to public health emergencies  
Addis Ababa, 15 March 2019 | The Federal Ministry of Health of Ethiopia launched the National Action 
Plan for Health Security (NAPHS) 2019 – 2023… 
 
occupied Palestinian territory   
:: WHO appeals for US$ 5.3 million to respond to trauma and emergency care needs in Gaza 
18 March 2019 
 
Sudan  
:: Sudan set to protect over 8 million people with its largest ever yellow fever vaccination drive  20 
March 2019 
 
Zimbabwe  
:: WHO sending urgent health assistance after Cyclone Idai displaces thousands of people in Southern 
Africa  
Brazzaville, 20 March 2019 – The World Health Organization (WHO) is providing urgent assistance to 
meet the health needs of thousands of people impacted by flooding in Malawi, Mozambique and 
Zimbabwe. The floods were triggered by Tropical Cyclone Idai, which swept through the region last 
week… 
 
Brazil (in Portugese) - No new digest announcements identified 
Cameroon  - No new digest announcements identified  
Central African Republic  - No new digest announcements identified 
Hurricane Irma and Maria in the Caribbean - No new digest announcements identified 
Iraq - No new digest announcements identified   
Libya - No new digest announcements identified 
MERS-CoV - No new digest announcements identified 
Niger - No new digest announcements identified 
Sao Tome and Principe Necrotizing Cellulitis (2017) - No new digest announcements identified 
Ukraine - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 1 Emergencies  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
Afghanistan  

https://afro.who.int/news/who-and-partners-assess-and-respond-health-needs-over-5000-internally-displaced-population
https://afro.who.int/news/who-and-partners-assess-and-respond-health-needs-over-5000-internally-displaced-population
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/bgd/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mmr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/nigeria/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/somalia/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/yem/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/eth/en/
https://afro.who.int/news/ethiopia-sets-strengthen-its-capacity-detect-prevent-and-respond-public-health-emergencies
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/opt/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/palestine-press-releases/2019/who-appeals-for-us-53-million-to-respond-to-trauma-and-emergency-needs-in-gaza.html
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/sdn/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/sdn/sudan-news/yellow-fever-vaccination-drive.html
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/zwe/en/
https://afro.who.int/news/who-sending-urgent-health-assistance-after-cyclone-idai-displaces-thousands-people-southern
https://afro.who.int/news/who-sending-urgent-health-assistance-after-cyclone-idai-displaces-thousands-people-southern
https://www.paho.org/bra/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cmr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/caf/en/
http://www.paho.org/disasters/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=3613:hurricane-irma-and-maria-in-the-caribbean-2&Itemid=904&lang=en
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/irq/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/lby/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/mers-cov/en/
http://afro.who.int/fr/countries/niger
http://afro.who.int/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ukr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/afg/en/


   

  

Chad  
Indonesia - Sulawesi earthquake 2018 
Kenya  
Lao People's Democratic Republic  
Mali  
Namibia - viral hepatitis  
Peru  
Philippines - Tyhpoon Mangkhut 
Tanzania  
 
:::::: 
 
WHO AFRO - Outbreaks and Emergencies Bulletin - Week 10/2019 
Week 11: 11- 17 March 2019 
The WHO Health Emergencies Programme is currently monitoring 65 events in the region. This week’s 
edition covers key new and ongoing events, including: 
:: Flooding in Malawi, Mozambique and Zimbabwe 
“” Ebola virus disease in the Democratic Republic of the Congo 
:: Measles in Chad 
:: Humanitarian crisis in Democratic Republic of the Congo. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – L3 Emergencies 
The UN and its humanitarian partners are currently responding to three 'L3' emergencies. This is the 
global humanitarian system's classification for the response to the most severe, large-scale 
humanitarian crises.  
Syrian Arab Republic   - No new digest announcements identified 
Yemen - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Corporate Emergencies 
When the USG/ERC declares a Corporate Emergency Response, all OCHA offices, branches and 
sections provide their full support to response activities both at HQ and in the field. 
Ethiopia   
:: Ethiopia Humanitarian Bulletin Issue #5 | 4-17 March 2019 
 
Somalia  - No new digest announcements identified 
 

 
*                      *                       *                        * 

 

Agency/Government/IGO Watch 
We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for key 
media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on regional or global 

http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tcd/en/
http://www.searo.who.int/mediacentre/emergencies/sulawesi-earthquake/en/
http://www.afro.who.int/countries/kenya
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/lao/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mli/en/
http://afro.who.int/news/baseline-assessment-national-viral-hepatitis-response-namibia
http://www.paho.org/per/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/phl/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tza/en/
http://newsletters.afro.who.int/outbreaks-weekly-bulletin/1nswcux99pi3uumq8e588a?email=true&a=11&p=54713071
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/syria
https://www.unocha.org/yemen
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/ethiopia
https://reliefweb.int/node/3042028
https://www.unocha.org/somalia


   

  

level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific coverage is limited. Please 
suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
 
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly  
[to 23 Mar 2019] 
https://www.un.org/press/en 
22 March 2019  
DEV/3392 
World Leaders Adopt Outcome Document Urging Greater South-South Cooperation to 
Achieve Sustainable Development, as Buenos Aires Conference Concludes 
BUENOS AIRES, 22 March — Concluding a landmark conference on the crucial role of South-South 
cooperation in the planet’s sustainable development, representatives of 160 countries today adopted a 
sweeping outcome document calling for stepped-up collaboration against the backdrop of resource 
constraints and a shifting geopolitical landscape. 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
21 March 2019  
SG/SM/19503-OBV/1868-ENV/DEV/1931 
Marking World Observance, Secretary-General Calls for Upholding Right of Access to Water 
for All amid Climate Change Challenges 
 
21 March 2019  
SG/SM/19502-OBV/1867 
Dismantle ‘Harmful and Specious’ Notion of Racial Superiority, Secretary-General Urges in 
Message on International Day against Discrimination 
 
 
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true  
Top News 
US "threats" against International Criminal Court must stop, say UN experts 
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination 21 March 2019 
 
Bachelet briefs States on Colombia, Cyprus, Guatemala, Honduras, Iran, Myanmar, Sri Lanka, 
Venezuela and Yemen 
 
UN human rights experts applaud children fighting climate change 
 
Venezuela: UN experts condemn widespread rights violations reported during protests 
 
 
United Nations Human Rights Council  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL 
22/03/2019  
Human Rights Council closes fortieth session after adopting 29 resolutions, including on 
Syrian Arab Republic, Nicaragua, And Occupied Palestinian Territory  

https://www.un.org/press/en
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/dev3392.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/dev3392.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sgsm19503.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sgsm19503.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sgsm19502.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sgsm19502.doc.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24392&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24385&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24377&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24377&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24393&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24386&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=24400&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=24400&LangID=E


   

  

   Extends Eight Country Mandates including on Myanmar, Islamic Republic of Iran, South Sudan, and 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea; Renews Mandates on the Right to Food, Freedom of Religion or 
Belief, and Human Rights while Countering Terrorism; and Appoints Members of the Expert Mechanism 
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples   
 
 
Committee on the Rights of the Child [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx 
Latest News 
UN human rights experts applaud children fighting climate change 
22 March 2019 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the sale and sexual exploitation of children   [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed 
Conflict [to 23 Mar 2019] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict 
[to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/ 
18 March, 2019 
Remarks by Ms. Pramila Patten Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual 
Violence in Conflict. Women’s rights and the 2030 Agenda: The CEDAW Convention and the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, 18 March 2019, United Nations Headquarters 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights   [to 23 Mar 2019] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable 
standard of physical and mental health  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx 
21 March 2019 
Venezuela: UN experts condemn widespread rights violations reported during protests 
 
 
Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24393&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/
https://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/statement/remarks-by-ms-pramila-patten-special-representative-of-the-secretary-general-on-sexual-violence-in-conflict-womens-rights-and-the-2030-agenda-the-cedaw-convention-and-the-2030-agenda-for-s/
https://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/statement/remarks-by-ms-pramila-patten-special-representative-of-the-secretary-general-on-sexual-violence-in-conflict-womens-rights-and-the-2030-agenda-the-cedaw-convention-and-the-2030-agenda-for-s/
https://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/statement/remarks-by-ms-pramila-patten-special-representative-of-the-secretary-general-on-sexual-violence-in-conflict-womens-rights-and-the-2030-agenda-the-cedaw-convention-and-the-2030-agenda-for-s/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24386&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx


   

  

 
 
Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples   [to 23 Mar 2019] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx 
21 March 2019 
Venezuela: UN experts condemn widespread rights violations reported during protests 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN OCHA [to 23 Mar 2019] 
https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases 
Selected Press Releases  [as presented on webpage] 
22 March 2019 
Assistant Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Deputy Emergency Relief 
Coordinator, Ursula Mueller – Statement at United Nations Second High-level Conference 
on South-South Cooperation (BAPA+40), 22 March 2019 
 
22 March 2019 
Urgent funding needed to meet massive humanitarian needs in Democratic Republic of 
Congo, UN humanitarian chief and UNICEF Executive Director urge at end of country visit 
 
20 March 2019 
UN Emergency Fund allocates $20 million to ramp up response to Cyclone Idai in Southern 
Africa 
 
 
Centre for Humanitarian Data/HDX  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
https://centre.humdata.org/ 
Blog 
Introducing the Working Draft of the OCHA Data Responsibility Guidelines 
by Stuart Campo  
   As OCHA and its partners process increasingly large volumes of data, we also face more complex 
challenges related to assessing and managing data risk. Many organizations have developed policies 
focused on personal data, but guidance on the management of other forms of sensitive data has been 
lacking. The Working Draft of the OCHA Data Responsibility Guidelines (‘the Guidelines’) aim to help fill 
this gap.  
 
 
UNICEF  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases 
Selected Press Releases/Reports/Statements 
Press release 
Geneva Palais Briefing Note: The situation of children affected by Cyclone Idai in Malawi, 
Mozambique and Zimbabwe 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24386&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx
https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/assistant-secretary-general-humanitarian-affairs-and-deputy-emergency-relief-20
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/assistant-secretary-general-humanitarian-affairs-and-deputy-emergency-relief-20
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/assistant-secretary-general-humanitarian-affairs-and-deputy-emergency-relief-20
https://reliefweb.int/report/democratic-republic-congo/urgent-funding-needed-meet-massive-humanitarian-needs-democratic
https://reliefweb.int/report/democratic-republic-congo/urgent-funding-needed-meet-massive-humanitarian-needs-democratic
https://reliefweb.int/report/mozambique/un-emergency-fund-allocates-20-million-ramp-response-cyclone-idai-southern-africa
https://reliefweb.int/report/mozambique/un-emergency-fund-allocates-20-million-ramp-response-cyclone-idai-southern-africa
https://centre.humdata.org/
https://centre.humdata.org/introducing-the-working-draft-of-the-ocha-data-responsibility-guidelines/
https://centre.humdata.org/introducing-the-working-draft-of-the-ocha-data-responsibility-guidelines/
https://centre.humdata.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/OCHA-DR-Guidelines-working-draft-032019.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/geneva-palais-briefing-note-situation-children-affected-cyclone-idai-malawi
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/geneva-palais-briefing-note-situation-children-affected-cyclone-idai-malawi
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/geneva-palais-briefing-note-situation-children-affected-cyclone-idai-malawi


   

  

22/03/2019  
 
Press release 
Children living in protracted conflicts are three times more likely to die from water-related 
diseases than from violence – UNICEF 
21/03/2019  
 
Press release 
Urgent funding needed to meet massive humanitarian needs in Democratic Republic of 
Congo, UN humanitarian chief and UNICEF Executive Director urge at end of country visit 
   Nearly 13 million people, including 4 million malnourished children, need assistance and protection 
21/03/2019  
 
Press release 
UNICEF supplies arrive in flood-affected areas of Malawi, bringing relief to displaced 
families 
19/03/2019  
 
Press release 
Thousands of children in need of urgent humanitarian assistance amid severe flooding as 
Cyclone Idai hits Mozambique, Malawi and Zimbabwe - UNICEF 
17/03/2019 
 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html 
Briefing notes 
UNHCR rushing staff, supplies to assist people affected by Cyclone Idai 22 Mar 2019 
 
Press releases and news comments 
UNHCR’s international protection chief in Bangladesh for talks on seeking solutions and 
sustaining support to the Rohingya refugee crisis 21 Mar 2019 
 
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
Selected Announcements 
Europe Migration Data Portal Will Challenge Fake News With Facts  
2019-03-23 11:55 
   Geneva – A focus on improved data will enable IOM to combat fake news and hate speech with solid 
facts and evidence, a UN meeting in Geneva heard today (22/3).  
 
IOM Responds to Devastating Cyclone Idai with Shelter Materials and More 
2019-03-22 18:08 
   Geneva — The International Organization for Migration (IOM) has responded to the deadly Cyclone 
Idai, which has taken over 500 lives across Zimbabwe, Mozambique and Malawi.  
 
“It’s Time” to Protect Migrants from TB – New IOM Study Shows Migrants Left Behind 

https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/children-living-protracted-conflicts-are-three-times-more-likely-die-water-related
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/children-living-protracted-conflicts-are-three-times-more-likely-die-water-related
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/children-living-protracted-conflicts-are-three-times-more-likely-die-water-related
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/children-living-protracted-conflicts-are-three-times-more-likely-die-water-related
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/urgent-funding-needed-meet-massive-humanitarian-needs-democratic-republic-congo-un
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/urgent-funding-needed-meet-massive-humanitarian-needs-democratic-republic-congo-un
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/urgent-funding-needed-meet-massive-humanitarian-needs-democratic-republic-congo-un
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/urgent-funding-needed-meet-massive-humanitarian-needs-democratic-republic-congo-un
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-supplies-arrive-flood-affected-areas-malawi-bringing-relief-displaced
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-supplies-arrive-flood-affected-areas-malawi-bringing-relief-displaced
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-supplies-arrive-flood-affected-areas-malawi-bringing-relief-displaced
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-supplies-arrive-flood-affected-areas-malawi-bringing-relief-displaced
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/thousands-children-need-urgent-humanitarian-assistance-amid-severe-flooding-cyclone
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/thousands-children-need-urgent-humanitarian-assistance-amid-severe-flooding-cyclone
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/thousands-children-need-urgent-humanitarian-assistance-amid-severe-flooding-cyclone
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/thousands-children-need-urgent-humanitarian-assistance-amid-severe-flooding-cyclone
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2019/3/5c94a5544/unhcr-rushing-staff-supplies-assist-people-affected-cyclone-idai.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/3/5c93823e4/unhcrs-international-protection-chief-bangladesh-talks-seeking-solutions.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/3/5c93823e4/unhcrs-international-protection-chief-bangladesh-talks-seeking-solutions.html
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases
https://www.iom.int/news/europe-migration-data-portal-will-challenge-fake-news-facts
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-responds-devastating-cyclone-idai-shelter-materials-and-more
https://www.iom.int/news/its-time-protect-migrants-tb-new-iom-study-shows-migrants-left-behind


   

  

2019-03-22 12:47 
   Tbilisi – A pioneering study into tuberculosis and migration shows an urgent need for migrant-
focused healthcare to protect extremely vulnerable groups from contracting the killer disease. 
 
Mediterranean Migrant Arrivals Reach 11,292 in 2019; Deaths Reach 289 
2019-03-22 12:44 
   Geneva – The International Organization for Migration (IOM) reports that 11,292 migrants and 
refugees have entered Europe by sea through 20 March, a 13 per cent decrease from the 13,043 
arriving during the same period last year. 
 
 
UNAIDS [to 23 Mar 2019]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
Selected Press Releases/Reports/Statements 
22 March 2019 
A vision of a reformed United Nations  
 
The road to NAIIS: UNAIDS’ role in better understanding Nigeria’s HIV epidemic  
 
20 March 2019 
Nigeria adapts strategy to end the AIDS epidemic  
 
18 March 2019 
People who use drugs: still being left behind  
 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 23 Mar 2019]  
20 March 2019   News Release 
New WHO recommendations to accelerate progress on TB 
   WHO has issued new guidance to improve treatment of multidrug resistant TB (MDR-TB). WHO is 
recommending shifting to fully oral regimens to treat people with MDR-TB. This new treatment course 
is more effective and is less likely to provoke adverse side effects. WHO recommends backing up 
treatment with active monitoring of drug safety and providing counselling support to help patients 
complete their course of treatment.  
   The recommendations are part of a larger package of actions designed to help countries increase the 
pace of progress to end tuberculosis (TB) and released in advance of World TB Day… 
 
19 March 2019 
Launch of forum with partners to discuss the future decade of immunization   
   Global health partners are in Geneva this week, at a 3-day meeting co-organized by WHO to co-
develop a new vision and strategy for vaccines and immunization covering the period 2021-2030. 
   “WHO is very pleased to be leading this effort in partnership with all stakeholders, working towards 
creating a new vision and strategy for immunization,” said Dr Peter Salama, Executive Director, 
Universal Health Coverage/Life Course.  
[See Milestones above for detail] 
 
19 March 2019  News Release 
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WHO expert panel paves way for strong international governance on human genome 
editing 
The World Health Organization’s new advisory committee on developing global standards for 
governance and oversight of human genome editing has agreed to work towards a strong international 
governance framework in this area. 
  
“Gene editing holds incredible promise for health, but it also poses some risks, both ethically and 
medically. This committee is a perfect example of WHO’s leadership, by bringing together some of the 
world’s leading experts to provide guidance on this complex issue. I am grateful to each member of the 
Expert Advisory Committee for their time and expertise.” says Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, WHO 
Director-General. 
  
Over the past two days, the committee of experts reviewed the current state of science and 
technology. They also agreed core principles of transparency, inclusivity and responsibility that 
underpin the Committee’s current recommendations. The committee agreed that it is irresponsible at 
this time for anyone to proceed with clinical applications of human germline genome editing… 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO     
:: WHO engages over 12,000 community informants fast-track efforts in finding ‘missing TB cases’ in 
Nigeria 
23 March 2019  
:: Immunization experts agree on ways to reach more children with life-saving vaccines 
22 March 2019  Immunization experts from East and Southern African countries concluded their annual 
EPI Managers Meeting on Wednesday here in Asmara, with participants agreeing on 20 
recommendations aimed at reaching more children with life-saving vaccines and accelerating 
implementation of the Addis Declaration on Immunization to attain universal health coverage. 
:: Nigeria consolidates efforts to curtail vaccine hesitancy  21 March 2019  
:: WHO sending urgent health assistance after Cyclone Idai displaces thousands of people in Southern 
Africa  20 March 2019  
:: Ethiopia sets to strengthen its capacity to detect, prevent and respond to public health emergencies  
19 March 2019  
:: WHO and partners assess and respond to the health needs of over 5000 internally displaced 
population in Dulamaya, South Sudan  19 March 2019  
:: AFRO Regional Director Dr Moeti urges EPI managers to strengthen immunization through 
accelerated implementation of Addis Declaration on Immunization in ESA countries  18 March 2019  
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
:: Countries of the Americas can end tuberculosis by 2030 if actions to achieve this goal are accelerated 
(03/21/2019) 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
- No new digest announcements identified. 
 
WHO European Region EURO  
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:: Drug resistant strains could become the dominant form of TB in Europe: it’s time to end TB  
:: Marking World Down Syndrome Day in Azerbaijan with an inspiring story 21-03-2019  
:: Ensuring safe drinking-water – highlighting water safety plans in Tajikistan on World Water Day 21-
03-2019  
:: WHO Europe/ECDC joint press release: Every hour 30 people are diagnosed with tuberculosis (TB) in 
the European Region. It’s time to make TB a disease of the past 19-03-2019 
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: Aynaa's story: treating severe acute malnutrition in Syria  21 March 2019 
:: Sudan set to protect over 8 million people with its largest ever yellow fever vaccination drive  
20 March 2019 
:: WHO appeals for US$ 5.3 million to respond to trauma and emergency care needs in Gaza 
18 March 2019 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
- No new digest announcements identified. 
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2019/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
Selected Press Releases/Announcements 
Southern development solutions ‘vital’ to multilateralism and sustainable progress, says 
UN Development Programme Chief 
  UNDP Administrator Achim Steiner stressed the importance of increased cooperation among countries 
in the South to eradicate poverty and achieve sustainable progress.  
Posted on March 22, 2019 
 
 
UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 

UN Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN)  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://unsdsn.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
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UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/ 
Latest News 
Ninth meeting of the IAEG-SDGs 
   The ninth meeting of the Inter-agency and Expert Group on Sustainable Development Goal 
Indicators (IAEG-SDGs), will be held from 25 to 28 March 2019 in Beirut, Lebanon. The meeting will be 
hosted by the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia. 
 
 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
https://www.unenvironment.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNISDR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://www.unisdr.org/archive 
19 Mar 2019 
'Now is the time to do bold things...' 
   Representatives from 33 countries - including the majority of the G20 - are gathered in New Delhi 
today and tomorrow to discuss the creation of an international Coalition for Resilient Infrastructure… 
 
 
UN DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news.html 
Latest News 
21 March 2019, New York  
Education critical to ensure future of forests, and reverse their destruction 
The UN drew attention to the vital role that forests play in addressing some of the world’s greatest 
environmental challenges on Thursday, and the importance of tackling the issues that threaten them, 
such as deforestation, and land degradation. 
 
Marking the 2019 International Day of Forests, the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 
launched new forestry education initiatives aimed at raising awareness amongst young people about 
their sustainable use and conservation, and some of the major challenges related to forestry education. 
Despite the well documented and important role that forests play in keeping the environment healthy 
and helping to address global challenges such as climate change through the capture of greenhouse 
gases, many people have little knowledge of the many ways that forests support human life, or the 
grave dangers many forests face. 
 
As more and more people move to cities, becoming oblivious to the plight of rural areas, says the FAO, 
this problem is growing. 
 
In a statement, José Graziano da Silva, FAO’s Director-General, said that “education is a critical step to 
safeguarding natural resources for future generations. It is essential for children to learn about forests 
at an early age.”Education, however, can challenge and reverse this situation. The FAO has identified 
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deficiencies in the way that forest-related issues are taught, describing forestry education as generally 
“inadequate,” and failing to address emerging challenges. The opportunities to study forestry at all 
levels, the Organization says, are few and far between… 
 
19 March 2019, New York  
Safe drinking water, sanitation, are ‘basic human rights’: new UN Water Development 
report 
Safe water and access to proper sanitation are essential to eradicate poverty, build peaceful societies 
and ensure that no one is left behind on the path towards sustainable development, according to the 
2019 UN World Water Development Report, launched on Tuesday in Geneva. 
 
In collaboration with the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), 
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the World Water Assessment Programme, the 
report Leaving no one Behind, stresses that waterfor all is “entirely achievable”. 
 
“Access to safe, affordable and reliable drinking water and sanitation services are basic human rights”, 
the report spells out. And yet, billions still lack these facilities. 
 
The report underscores that exclusion, discrimination, poverty and inequalities are among the main 
obstacles to achieving the water-related goals of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development… 
 
 
UNESCO  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://en.unesco.org/news 
23 March 2019 
Ministers from the Eastern Africa region commit to strengthening the protection and 
promotion of underwater cultural heritage 
 
21 March 2019  
UNESCO unveils summary research on AI’s implications on human rights at 40th Human 
Rights Council 
 
 
International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS)  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
https://www.icomos.org/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp 
22/03/2019 –  
Record participation, high engagement as governments forge common path in responding 
to global drug challenges, says UNODC Executive Director 
    Vienna, 22 March 2019 - Yury Fedotov, Executive Director of the United Nations Office on Drugs and 
Crime (UNODC), welcomed the high engagement and commitment to agreeing shared solutions to 
drug problems at the 62nd session of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs (CND), which concluded today 
in Vienna… 
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   "The Ministerial Declaration adopted forges a common path for the next decade, based on an agreed 
framework, in recognition of the fact that there is so much more that unites than divides us when it 
comes to seeking solutions to global drug challenges," he said… 
 
 
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://unhabitat.org/media-centre/news/ 
Posted March 22, 2019 
As the World Water Day is celebrated, access to water and sanitation is still a human right 
Nairobi, 22 March 2019 – As the World Water Day is marked today, it is worth noting that billions still 
lack safe water and sanitation facilities. These people are being left behind for reasons related to 
their... 
 
UN-Habitat and Tongji University launch publications on rehabilitating urban rivers and 
net zero carbon villages 
   Nairobi, 19 March 2019—UN-Habitat Executive Director Ms. Maimunah Mohd Sharif and Prof. Wu 
Jiang, the Executive Vice President of Tongji University last week jointly launched two publications on 
rehabilitation of polluted urban rivers and guidelines for net... 
Posted March 19, 2019 
 
 
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ILO International Labour Organization  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm 
Middle East and North Africa 
Conflict and mass displacement increase child labour   
20 March 2019  
   Conflict and crisis in the Middle East and North Africa has led to an increase in child labour across the 
region, including in children’s involvement in armed conflict and other illicit activities, a new report 
finds. 
   
335th Session of the ILO Governing Body 
ILO Governing Body elects Ambassador Silvia Elena Alfaro Espinosa as new Chairperson   
19 March 2019  
  Silvia Elena Alfaro Espinosa, Permanent Representative of Peru to the United Nations Office at 
Geneva, will head the International Labour Organization’s Executive Body until June 2019. 
   
Questions and Answers 
The importance of South-South cooperation   
18 March 2019  
   Rebeca Grynspan talks about South-South Cooperation and the Future of Work in the context of the 
2nd High-level United Nations Conference on South-South Cooperation (BAPA+40) taking place in 
Buenos Aires, March 20-22. Grynspan was a Member of the ILO’s Global Commission on the Future of 
Work. 
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ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://www.icao.int/  
22/3/19 
ICAO Secretary General highlights future capacity challenges for European and North 
Atlantic air transport 
 
 
IMO International Maritime Organization  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx 
22/03/2019  
GloFouling project kicks off to protect marine biodiversity 
   Major five-year project to help protect marine biodiversity holds global workshop to start its work to 
address biofouling 
 
 
WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release 
22 March 2019  
World Meteorological Day celebrates the Sun, the Earth and the Weather 
   The Sun, the Earth and the Weather is the theme of this year’s World Meteorological Day. 
It   highlights the role of the Sun in delivering the energy that powers all life on Earth, and drives the 
weather, ocean currents and the hydrological cycle.  
 
 
UPU  Universal Postal Union   [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://news.upu.int/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html 
21 March 2019 
Global Manufacturing and Industrialisation Summit (GMIS) Connect in Cairo 
   Cairo - More than 100 private sector leaders, national and international policymakers and academics 
have participated in the latest Global Manufacturing and Industrialisation Summit (GMIS) Connect 
event. The theme of the session, led by the UN Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) and the 
GMIS Organising Committee, in partnership with the American University Cairo, was “Industry 4.0: 
boosting employment, innovation and competitiveness in Egyptian manufacturing”… 
 
 
International Organization for Standardization (ISO)  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/ 
By Catherine Infante on 21 March 2019  
A standard for water reuse brings hope for water scarcity  
   By 2030, water scarcity will have displaced between 24 and 700 million people, according to 
UN Water, the United Nations coordinating body on water issues. World Water Day is focusing on 

http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/ICAO-Secretary-General-highlights-future-capacity-challenges-for-European-and-North-Atlantic-air-transport.aspx
https://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/ICAO-Secretary-General-highlights-future-capacity-challenges-for-European-and-North-Atlantic-air-transport.aspx
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/05-glofouling-taskforce.aspx
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release/world-meteorological-day-celebrates-sun-earth-and-weather
http://news.upu.int/
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html
https://www.unido.org/news/global-manufacturing-and-industrialisation-summit-gmis-connect-cairo
https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/
https://www.iso.org/news/ref2377.html


   

  

Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 6, which means ensuring access to water and sanitation for all by 
2030. …Its new International Standard ISO 20760-1 offers guidelines on how to make use of reclaimed 
water in order to satisfy water demands and alleviate heavy pressure on urban areas….  
 
  
UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://media.unwto.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/ 
Mar 19, 2019 PR/2019/830 
WIPO 2018 IP Services: Innovators File Record Number of International Patent 
Applications, With Asia Now Leading 
   Asia-based innovators filed more than half of all international patent applications via WIPO for the 
first time in 2018 on significant growth from China, India and the Republic of Korea, capping another 
record-setting year for WIPO’s global intellectual property (IP) services. 
 
 
CBD  Convention on Biological Diversity [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://www.cbd.int/press-releases/  
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
USAID [to 23 Mar 2019] 
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information 
March 22, 2019 
Statement from USAID Administrator Mark Green on World Tuberculosis (TB) Day  
   Since 2014, The U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) has provided treatment to more 
than 13 million people, including more than 300,000 who were suffering from MDR-TB. Our partners 
have achieved nearly a 50 percent reduction in TB-related deaths across priority countries, and saved 
more than 54 million lives in the process. As the largest bilateral donor for TB, since 2000, USAID has 
funded programming in 23 countries, and aided more than 30 additional countries through grants from 
the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB, and Malaria (to which the United States contributes one-third of the 
overall financing). 
 
Statement by Acting USAID Spokesperson Tom Babington on the Deployment of the 
Disaster Assistance Team to Mozambique in Response to Cyclone Idai  
March 20, 2019 
   Today, the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) is activating a Disaster Assistance 
Response Team (DART) to Mozambique to lead the U.S. Government's response to Cyclone Idai, which 
has caused catastrophic flooding, killed hundreds of people, and affected hundreds of thousands of 
others in Mozambique, Zimbabwe, and Malawi. 
 
United States And Brazil To Partner In First-Ever Private-Sector-Driven Biodiversity-
Focused Impact Investment Fund For The Brazilian Amazon  
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March 18, 2019 
    Today, United States Agency for International Development Administrator Mark Green and the 
Brazilian Secretary of the Office of International Relations within the Ministry of the Environment, 
Roberto Castelo Branco, signed a Letter of Intent to work toward the launch of the first-ever 
biodiversity-focused impact-investment fund for the Brazilian Amazon. The fund, to be financed largely 
by the private sector, is intended to leverage $100 million in investments in hard-to-reach, high-risk 
sectors to spur successful businesses that align with forest and biodiversity conservation. 
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
 
DFID  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development 
Selected Press Releases 
International Development Secretary on the fall of Daesh  
23 March 2019  DFID  Press release 
Commenting on the fall of Daesh, International Development Secretary Penny Mordaunt said: 
   :: Whilst Daesh has lost the territory it once held, our battle against the ideology of this abhorrent 
terrorist organisation goes on. Today marks a significant moment, but we should not forget the 
significant ongoing humanitarian crisis. 
   :: Aid workers have shown unwavering bravery throughout this conflict, often putting themselves at 
risk to help others, and they have my utmost gratitude. 
   :: UK aid has been a lifeline for millions of Syrians and Iraqis who have been the victims of this brutal 
dictatorship, left to fend for themselves. We are also grateful to countries such as Jordan, Turkey and 
Lebanon who have safely hosted Syrians that have been forced to flee their homes. 
   :: The UK’s support has helped ease the burden on these countries, reducing the strain on their 
public services, and helping stem the spread of instability from beyond Syria’s borders, including on to 
the streets of Britain. 
 
UK aid to fly heavy-lifting gear to cyclone-hit airport in Mozambique  
22 March 2019  DFID  Press release 
 
UK Government to match £2m of public donations to cyclone appeal  
21 March 2019  DFID  Press release 
 
UK to provide extra £12 million in UK aid for survivors of Cyclone Idai  
20 March 2019  DFID  Press release 
 
UK government has successfully pushed for a review into Palestinian textbooks  
19 March 2019 
 
UK to provide up to £6 million of UK aid to support victims of deadly East Africa cyclone  
18 March 2019  DFID  Press release 
 
 
ECHO  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news 
21/03/2019 
rescEU: strengthened EU Civil Protection Mechanism enters into force  

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/international-development-secretary-on-the-fall-of-daesh
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-aid-to-fly-heavy-lifting-gear-to-cyclone-hit-airport-in-mozambique--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-government-to-match-2m-of-public-donations-to-cyclone-appeal
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-to-provide-extra-12-million-in-uk-aid-for-survivors-of-cyclone-idai
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-government-has-successfully-pushed-for-a-review-into-palestinian-textbooks
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-to-provide-up-to-6-million-of-uk-aid-to-support-victims-of-deadly-east-africa-cyclone
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/resceu-strengthened-eu-civil-protection-mechanism-enters-force_en


   

  

   The European Commission's proposal to strengthen the EU's collective response to natural disasters, 
known as rescEU, has entered into force today. Numerous disasters have affected all regions of Europe 
in recent years, causing hundreds of...  
 
Afghanistan: EU releases €27 million in humanitarian assistance 
20/03/2019 
   Today, the European Commission has announced €27 million in humanitarian assistance for people in 
need in Afghanistan. €2 million will assist the most vulnerable families affected by devastating floods in 
early March which continue to affect large...  
 
EU provides €3.5 million in emergency aid following cyclone Idai and deadly floods in 
Mozambique, Malawi, and Zimbabwe 
19/03/2019 
   Severe flooding and tropical cyclone Idai have caused large numbers of casualties and damage to 
homes and infrastructue in Mozambique, Malawi, and Zimbabwe. To help those affected, the 
Commission has announced an initial emergency aid package of €3...  
 
:::::: 
 
African Union [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://www.au.int/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
March 20, 2019  
The African Union to Contribute 350,000usd to Disaster Efforts in Mocambique, Zimbabwe 
and Malawi and Dispatch of High-Level Assessment Mission  
 
March 18, 2019  
Launching the Study on “Mapping Children on the Move within Africa”  
 
 
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://asean.org/category/news/asean-secretariat-news/ 
18 March 2019  
ASEAN steps up in advancing sustainable transport 
-  The ASEAN Regional Strategy on Sustainable Land Transport, the ASEAN Fuel Economy Roadmap for 
the Transport Sector as well as Guidelines for Sustainable Land Transport Indicators are now published 
on the ASEAN website. The ASEAN Transport Ministers adopted these regional guidance documents at 
their 24th Meeting in November 2018 in Bangkok, [...] 
 
 
European Commission [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1 
20/03/2019   
Afghanistan: EU releases €27 million in humanitarian assistance  
  European Commission - Press release Brussels, 20 March 2019 Today, the European Commission has 
announced €27 million in humanitarian assistance for people in need in Afghanistan. €2 million will 

https://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/eu-provides-27-million-humanitarian-aid-afghanistan_en
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/eu-provides-35-million-emergency-aid-following-cyclone-idai-and-deadly-floods-mozambique-malawi_en
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/eu-provides-35-million-emergency-aid-following-cyclone-idai-and-deadly-floods-mozambique-malawi_en
http://www.au.int/
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20190320/african-union-contribute-350000usd-disaster-efforts-mocambique-zimbabwe-and
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20190320/african-union-contribute-350000usd-disaster-efforts-mocambique-zimbabwe-and
https://au.int/en/newsevents/20190318/launching-study-%E2%80%9Cmapping-children-move-within-africa%E2%80%9D
http://asean.org/category/news/asean-secretariat-news/
https://asean.org/asean-steps-advancing-sustainable-transport/
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-19-1733_en.htm


   

  

assist the most vulnerable families affected by devastating floods in early March which continue to 
affect large parts of the country.  
 

 

OECD  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://www.oecd.org/  
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
19-March-2019 
OECD survey reveals many people unhappy with public services and benefits  
   Many people in OECD countries believe public services and social benefits are inadequate and hard to 
reach. More than half say they do not receive their fair share of benefits given the taxes they pay, and 
two-thirds believe others get more than they deserve. Nearly three out of four people say they want 
their government to do more to protect their social and economic security.  
 
19-March-2019 
Governments need to act today to ward off deepening divides across regions  
   Governments should take specific actions now to ward off deepening divides across regions and seize 
new opportunities in the face of global “megatrends”, the OECD said this week. Two new OECD reports 
highlight that regions are not equally equipped to handle future technological changes, ageing, climate 
change and other megatrends; and that decentralisation policies need to work more effectively.  
 
 
Organization of American States (OAS)   [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://www.oas.org/en/ 
March 22, 2019 
OAS Permanent Council Commemorates the International Day of Remembrance for the 
Victims of Slavery and the Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade 
 
March 21, 2019 
Ecuador Adheres to the Inter-American Convention on Protecting the Human Rights of 
Older Persons 
 
March 20, 2019 
OAS and Casla Institute to Create and Early Warning System on Crimes against Humanity 
 
March 20, 2019 
OAS Releases Report on Drug Use in the Americas 2019 
 
March 18, 2019 
OAS Presents Report on the Human Right to Water and Sanitation 
 
 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 23 Mar 2019] 
https://www.oic-oci.org/home/?lan=en 
22/03/2019 
OIC Foreign Ministers Call for Action to Counter anti-Muslim Hate Narrative 

http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/publicationsdocuments/bydate/
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/oecd-survey-reveals-many-people-unhappy-with-public-services-and-benefits.htm
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/governments-need-to-act-today-to-ward-off-deepening-divides-across-regions.htm
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_releases.asp
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=AVI-053/19
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=AVI-053/19
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/photonews.asp?sCodigo=FNE-96139
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/photonews.asp?sCodigo=FNE-96139
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/photonews.asp?sCodigo=FNE-96116
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=E-014/19
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=AVI-047/19
https://www.oic-oci.org/home/?lan=en
https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=20734&ref=11757&lan=en


   

  

   The Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) held an emergency open-ended meeting of the 
Executive Committee at the level of Foreign Ministers on 22 March 2019 to discuss the terrorist attack 
against innocent Muslims in two mosques in Christchurch city, New Zealand. The meeting, hosted by 
the Republic of Turkey, and was attended by New Zealand Foreign Minister Winston Peters.... 
 
OIC Member States Express Grave Concern over Increased Anti-Muslim Attacks 
   The 57-Member States of the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) have expressed serious 
concern over increasing anti-Muslim attacks and sentiments. The heinous terrorist attack against 
innocent Muslims praying on Friday 15 March 2019 in New Zealand, killing more than 50 Muslims and 
injured many is just the latest such incident. This, according to the OIC Member States, is a further 
warning on the obvious dangers of hate, intolerance, and Islamophobia.... 
20/03/2019 
 
OIC Institutions Pledges to Work Closely for the Implementation of OIC STI Agenda 2026 
   The first meeting of the Steering Committee for the implementation of OIC Science, Technology and 
Innovation (STI) Agenda 2026 was held at the Standing Committee for Scientific and Technological 
Cooperation (COMSTECH) Headquarters, Islamabad, on 18-19 March 2019. Representatives of OIC 
institutions, namely, the Islamic Development Bank (IsDB), the Islamic Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (ISESCO), the Statistical, Economic, Social Research and Training Center for 
Islamic Countries (SESRIC), the Standing Committee for Economic and Commercial Cooperation 
(COMCEC), the Standards and Metrology Institute for Islamic Countries (SMIIC), the Islamic 
Conference Youth Forum (ICYF), the OIC Computer Emergency Response Team (OIC-CERT), the 
Islamic Chamber of Commerce and Industry (ICCI) and the Islamic World Academy of Sciences (IAS) 
attended the meeting. Assistant Secretary General for Science and Technology, Ambassador 
Muhammad Naeem Khan, led the OIC delegation in the meeting.... 
19/03/2019 
 
 
Group of 77  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://www.g77.org/ 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by H.E. Dr. Riad Malki, Minister of Foreign Affairs 
and Expatriates of the State of Palestine, Chair of Group of 77, at the Second UN High-level 
Conference on South-South Cooperation (Buenos Aires, Argentina, 20 March 2019) 
 
:::::: 
 
UNCTAD  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives]  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Customs Organization – WCO  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://www.wcoomd.org/ 
Selected Latest News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=20716&ref=11749&lan=en
https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=20706&ref=11746&lan=en
http://www.g77.org/
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=190320
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=190320
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=190320
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx
http://www.wcoomd.org/


   

  

WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
21 March 2019 
DG Azevêdo in Brazil: Open trade policies are vital to boost competitiveness 
   WTO Director-General Roberto Azevêdo visited São Paulo, Brazil, between 18 and 21 March, where 
he took part in a number of events to discuss the importance of open trade policies and a strong rules-
based trading system to promote the competitiveness of the Brazilian economy. These events included 
the launch of the “O Brasil Quer Mais” (Brazil wants more) initiative spearheaded by the International 
Chamber of Commerce (ICC) Brazil, which aims to engage the private sector to help Brazil’s greater 
integration in world trade.  

::::: 

IPU  Inter-Parliamentary Union   [to 23 Mar 2019] 
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Court of Justice  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Criminal Court (ICC)  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
Trying individuals for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/ 
Press Release : 18 March 2019  
President of the Assembly of States Parties regrets withdrawal from the Rome Statute by 
the Philippines 
   The President of the Assembly of States Parties, Mr. O-Gon Kwon (Republic of Korea), has reiterated 
his regret regarding the withdrawal of the Philippines, effective as of 17 March 2019, from the Rome 
Statute, the founding treaty of the International Criminal Court ("ICC"). 
   President Kwon noted, "the Assembly of States Parties, comprising more than 120 States from all 
regions of the world, is fully committed to the Court's mandate: to help put an end to impunity for the 
most serious crimes of concern to the international community." 
   "I sincerely hope that the departure of the Philippines from the Rome Statute is only temporary and 
that it will re-join the Rome Statute family in the future. Encouraging universal adherence to the Rome 
Statute is key in strengthening our collective efforts to promote accountability for atrocity crimes and 
the rule of law", said President Kwon. "The ICC relies on the continued support of the international 
community to ensure its effectiveness in the fight against impunity". 
 
:::::: 
 
World Bank [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week]  
Press Release : 21 March 2019  

http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news19_e/dgra_21mar19_e.htm
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases
https://www.icc-cpi.int/
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=pr1443
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=pr1443
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all


   

  

Green and Gray Infrastructure More Powerful When They Work Together, Says New Report 
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
 
IMF  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Africa-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
African Development Bank Group  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Africa-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
Energy stakeholders call for new financing mechanisms to support off-grid and mini-grid 
connectivity in Africa 
   22/03/2019 - Energy industry stakeholders attending the 5th Energy Access Investment Forum have 
called for a restructuring of the financing mechanisms enabling the development of off-grid and mini-
grid connectivity in Africa. 
 
Climate Action: African Development Bank calls for global collaboration to turn Nationally 
Determined Contributions into investment plans 
   20/03/2019 - The African Development Bank has called for global collaboration to ensure consistent 
and coordinated support to African countries in the implementation of their Nationally Determined 
Contributions (NDCs). 
 
 
Asian Development Bank  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://www.adb.org/news/releases 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-
level announcements are added each week] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank   [to 23 Mar 2019] 
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-
level announcements are added each week] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news 
20 MAR 2019 
South-South and Triangular Cooperation can deliver rural solutions, reduce poverty and 
hunger  

http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2019/03/21/green-and-gray-infrastructure-more-powerful-when-they-work-together-says-new-report
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/energy-stakeholders-call-for-new-financing-mechanisms-to-support-off-grid-and-mini-grid-connectivity-in-africa-19121/
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/energy-stakeholders-call-for-new-financing-mechanisms-to-support-off-grid-and-mini-grid-connectivity-in-africa-19121/
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/climate-action-african-development-bank-calls-for-global-collaboration-to-turn-nationally-determined-contributions-into-investment-plans-19108/
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/climate-action-african-development-bank-calls-for-global-collaboration-to-turn-nationally-determined-contributions-into-investment-plans-19108/
http://www.adb.org/news/releases
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/41078832
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/41078832


   

  

   Buenos Aires, 20 March 2019 – The world needs to harness the power of exchanges between 
countries in the Global South if we are to reduce poverty and improve food and nutrition security, while 
addressing global challenges arising from population growth and climate change, Cornelia Richter, Vice-
President of the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), told delegates at the Second 
High-level United Nations Conference on South-South Cooperation… 

 
 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 

 
:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
   We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new research and 
major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, collaborations, and initiatives 
across the human rights, humanitarian response and development spheres of action.  WE will not 
reference fundraising announcements, programs, events or appeals, and generally not include content 
which is primarily photo-documentation or video in format. 
 
 
Action Contre la Faim – Action Against Hunger  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Alliance for International Medical Action (ALIMA)  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
https://www.alima-ngo.org/en/press-room 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://amref.org/news/news/ 
Latest News  
Kenya takes TB Awareness to Schools through Drama 
Thursday, 21 March, 2019 
   To mark World Tuberculosis (TB) Day,  high school students from Kiambu, Mombasa, Nakuru, Meru 
and Kisumu were engaged in a two-day TB Awareness  Drama festival dubbed ‘It is time for a TB-Free 
Kenya.’ 
   With monetary support from the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria and USAID, the 
drama festival is an innovative pilot intervention carried out in counties with a high TB burden as part 
of national efforts to increase TB awareness for vulnerable populations… 
 
 
Aravind Eye Care System  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://www.aravind.org/default/currentnewscontent 
No new digest content identified. 

 
 
BRAC  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://www.brac.net/#news 

http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/
https://www.alima-ngo.org/en/press-room
http://amref.org/news/news/
http://amref.org/news/news/
https://amref.org/news/kenya-takes-tb-awareness-schools-drama/
https://www.who.int/news-room/events/detail/2019/03/24/default-calendar/world-tb-day-2019
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/
https://www.usaid.gov/
http://www.aravind.org/default/currentnewscontent
http://www.brac.net/#news


   

  

No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CARE International  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases 
18th Mar 2019    
Cyclone Idai and Floods Cause Massive Destruction, Deaths in Mozambique, Zimbabwe, 
and Malawi 
   Countries in southern Africa have been hit by what is possibly the deadliest cyclone to date. Cyclone 
Idai has caused at least 150 deaths, and affected more than 1.5 million people. 
 
 
Clubhouse International  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
https://www.drc.dk/news 
21.03.2019 
Partnerships and new technology are key for sustainable water supply in refugee camps 
   Our partnership with Grundfos and DTU ensures sustainable drinking water for refugees in Uganda 
through water stations powered by solar cells. 
  
 
ECPAT  [to 23 Mar 2019]  
http://www.ecpat.net/news 
News & Updates 
When there was no one else – Leilua found support in ECPAT Samoa 
Posted on 21/03/2019 
 
Disrupting Harm: New project to research online child sexual exploitation in 14 countries 
Posted on 18/03/2019 
:: Major new collaboration starts this week 
:: Researchers will study online child sexual exploitation and abuse in 14 African and Southeast Asian 
countries 
:: ECPAT is one of three partners.  
:: ECPAT’s component will cost $2million 
   A comprehensive two-year scheme began today that will see research undertaken into the online 
sexual exploitation of children across 14 countries.  
 
 
Fountain House  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Humanity & Inclusion  [nee Handicap International]  [to 23 Mar 2019]  

http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases
https://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases/cyclone-idai-and-floods-cause-massive-destruction-deaths-in-mozambique-zimbabwe-and-malawi
https://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases/cyclone-idai-and-floods-cause-massive-destruction-deaths-in-mozambique-zimbabwe-and-malawi
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html
https://www.drc.dk/news
https://drc.ngo/news/partnerships-and-new-technology-are-key-for-sustainable-water-supply-in-refugee-camps
http://www.ecpat.net/news
https://www.ecpat.org/news/when-there-was-no-one-else-leilua-found-support-in-ecpat-samoa/
https://www.ecpat.org/news/disrupting-harm-new-project/
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press


   

  

http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases 
March 19, 2019 5:27 PM  
Mozambique | Humanity & Inclusion launches emergency appeal following deadly cyclone  
 
 
Heifer International  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HelpAge International  [to 23 Mar 2019]  
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/ 
Posted: 20 March 2019 
HelpAge's Fredrick Kianda recognised for humanitarian work at Bond awards  
   HelpAge International Fredrick Kianda, who works with disabled people in refugee camps in 
northwest Tanzania, was one of three finalists for the Bond Humanitarian Award 2019. The annual 
Bond awards ceremony, which recognises outstanding achievement in international aid, was held in 
London on Monday 18 March.     

 
 
ICRC  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports        
Statement by ICRC President upon ending 5-day visit to Syria 
   I have seen the dire conditions and witnessed the efforts to manage the tens of thousands of people 
pouring into the camp – now hosting over 74,000 people. The needs are huge and the camp is 
overwhelmed. 
22-03-2019 | Statement  
 
Operational update on Cyclone Idai: Assistance for separated families, deep concern for 
rural villages 
   In the wake of the devastating Cyclone Idai, the International Committee of the Red Cross is 
deploying additional staff to Mozambique, Zimbabwe, and Malawi to work with the International 
Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies and national 
22-03-2019 | News release  
 
Cyclone Idai: Website launched to help families find missing relatives 
   The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) has launched a dedicated digital platform in 
English and Portuguese to help people find their relatives following Cyclone Idai which struck 
Mozambique, Zimbabwe and Malawi. 
22-03-2019 | News release  
 
 
IFRC   [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
Africa, Mozambique 
Mozambique: “Tens of thousands of families have lost everything” 

http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases
https://www.hi-us.org/humanity_inclusion_launches_emergency_appeal_following_deadly_cyclone
http://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases.html
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/
https://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/helpages-fredrick-kianda-recognised-for-humanitarian-work-at-bond-awards-/
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/statement-icrc-president-upon-ending-5-day-visit-syria
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/operational-update-cyclone-idai-assistance-separated-families-deep-concern-rural-villages
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/operational-update-cyclone-idai-assistance-separated-families-deep-concern-rural-villages
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/cyclone-idai-website-launched-help-families-find-missing-relatives
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/mozambique-tens-thousands-families-lost-everything/


   

  

  Beira/Nairobi/Geneva, 22 March 2019 – The Secretary General of the International Federation of Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC ), Elhadj As Sy, speaking at the end of a visit to Beira, 
Mozambique and surrounding areas, said: “The scal … 
22 March 2019 
 
Mozambique 
Emergency water and sanitation units deployed to disaster-struck Mozambique 
   Two major emergency response units are being deployed to Beira in Mozambique as the world’s 
largest humanitarian network continues to scale up its response to Cyclone Idai. 
21 March 2019 
 
Africa, Democratic Republic of the Congo 
Understanding and working with communities is essential to end Ebola, says IFRC 
Secretary General 
   Kinshasa/Nairobi/Geneva, 20 March 2019 – The Secretary General of the world’s largest 
humanitarian network has called on organizations responding to Ebola in the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo (DRC) to place more emphasis on deepening understanding o … 
20 March 2019 
 
Mozambique 
Mozambique: Full extent of humanitarian emergency still emerging 
   Desperately needed supplies are arriving in Mozambique as IFRC launches emergency appeal to 
support tens of thousands of survivors. 
19 March 2019 
 
Malawi, Mozambique, Zimbabwe 
Mozambique cyclone: “90 per cent” of Beira and surrounds damaged or destroyed 
   The scale of damage caused by cyclone Idai that hit the Mozambican city of Beira is massive and 
horrifying. This is the initial assessment of a team of International Federation of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies (IFRC) aid workers that reached the devastated city yesterday. 
18 March 2019 
 
 
International Medical Corps (IMC)   [to 23 Mar 2019] 
https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/ 
Story 
The Shadow of Famine 
March 21, 2019  
   When war broke out in Yemen four years ago this month, the country was already the region’s 
poorest, forced to import much of its food, medicine and fuel while struggling to deal with chronic 
malnutrition among its people. The four years of war have driven most of Yemen’s 30 million people 
deeper into despair, with …  
 
Update / Alert 
Scaling Up Response in the Wake of Cyclone Idai in Southeastern Africa 
March 21, 2019  
   International Medical Corps has deployed a team of response experts to help those affected by the 
devastating cyclone that battered southeastern Africa on March 14 and 15. The United National Office 

https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/emergency-water-sanitation-units-deployed-disaster-struck-mozambique/
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/understanding-working-communities-essential-end-ebola-says-ifrc-secretary-general/
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https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/mozambique-full-extent-humanitarian-emergency-still-emerging/
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/mozambique-cyclone-90-per-cent-beira-surrounds-damaged-destroyed/
https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/
https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/story/the-shadow-of-famine/
https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/updates/scaling-up-response-in-wake-of-cyclone-idai-in-southeastern-africa/


   

  

for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs estimates that more than 1.6 million people in Malawi, 
Mozambique and Zimbabwe have been affected by Cyclone Idai’s …  
 
 
IRC  International Rescue Committee  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 
Press Release  
Defeat of ISIS in eastern Syria doesn’t mean an end to suffering of Syrian people 
March 22, 2019  
 
Press Release  
Cyclone Idai wreaks havoc in Zimbabwe; the IRC launches immediate emergency response 
March 20, 2019  
 
 
IRCT  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
https://irct.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Islamic Relief Worldwide  [to 23 Mar 2019]  
https://www.islamic-relief.org/ 
Latest News 
Prestigious award recognises work to end extreme poverty in Bangladesh 
Published: 22 March, 2019  
 
World Water Day: People tell how safe water has changed their lives 
Published: 22 March, 2019  
 
Islamic Relief to help survivors of catastrophic Cyclone Idai 
Published: 21 March, 2019  
 
Islamic Relief environment policy reflects UN concerns 
Published: 18 March, 2019  
 
Growing rice and resilience with women in Mali 
Published: 18 March, 2019  
 
 
Landsea   [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Medecins du Monde   [to 23 Mar 2019]  
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/ 
15 March 2019 
Eight Years Of Conflict: A Forgotten But All Too Real Tragedy 

http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/defeat-isis-eastern-syria-doesnt-mean-end-suffering-syrian-people-0
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/cyclone-idai-wreaks-havoc-zimbabwe-irc-launches-immediate-emergency-response
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https://www.islamic-relief.org/prestigious-award-recognises-work-to-end-extreme-poverty-in-bangladesh/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/world-water-day-people-tell-how-safe-water-has-changed-their-lives/
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https://www.islamic-relief.org/islamic-relief-pledges-to-be-carbon-neutral-by-2021/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/growing-rice-and-resilience-with-women-in-mali/
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http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/
https://www.medecinsdumonde.org/en/news/syria/2019/03/13/eight-years-conflict-forgotten-all-too-real-tragedy


   

  

   15 March 2019 marks the eighth year of a conflict seen less and less on our screens but which is all 
too real for people in Syria where impunity continues to reign supreme. Humanitarian needs, including 
for healthcare, are immense for the civilian population left devastated and shattered by a seemingly 
never-ending conflict. The Conference on Syria beginning in Brussels today, 12 March, must provide a 
robust response to these needs. Médecins du Monde – Doctors of the World (MdM) calls on the 
international community to not disengage from this crisis and step up its support to humanitarian aid 
organisations… 
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 23 Mar 2019]  
http://www.msf.org/ 
Selected News; Project Updates, Reports [as presented on website] 
Cyclone Idai & Malawi flooding Crisis update  
Crisis Update  
22 Mar 2019  
 
Tuberculosis  
Video innovation helps TB patients comply with their treatment  
Voices from the Field 22 Mar 2019  
 
Somalia  
Addressing health needs of women and children in Baidoa  
Project Update 21 Mar 2019  
 
Libya  
Alarming rates of malnutrition and inhumane conditions … 
Press Release 20 Mar 2019  
 
Cyclone Idai & Malawi flooding  
“A lot of water” - on the ground after Cyclone Idai in Mozambique  
Voices from the Field 20 Mar 2019  
 
Afghanistan  
The long struggle of displaced families to survive winter in Herat  
Project Update 20 Mar 2019  
 
Cyclone Idai & Malawi flooding  
Humanitarian response in wake of devastating Cyclone Idai  
Project Update 19 Mar 2019  
 
Refugees, IDPs and people on the move  
EU-Turkey deal continues cycle of containment and despair 
Press Release 18 Mar 2019  
 
 
Mercy Corps [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
Press Releases 

http://www.msf.org/
https://www.msf.org/crisis-update-cyclone-idai
https://www.msf.org/video-innovation-helps-tb-patients-comply-their-treatment-tuberculosis
https://www.msf.org/addressing-health-needs-women-and-children-baidoa-somalia
https://www.msf.org/alarming-rates-malnutrition-and-inhumane-conditions-tripoli-detention-centre-libya
https://www.msf.org/first-impressions-devastation-after-cyclone-idai-mozambique
https://www.msf.org/long-struggle-displaced-families-survive-winter-herat-afghanistan
https://www.msf.org/msf-response-wake-devastating-cyclone-idai-mozambique-malawi-zimbabwe
https://www.msf.org/eu-turkey-deal-continues-cycle-containment-and-despair-greece-refugees
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases


   

  

Zimbabwe: Mercy Corps Responds To The Impact Of Cyclone Idai In Zimbabwe  
March 19, 2019 
   Cyclone Idai struck Mozambique, Malawi and Zimbabwe at the weekend with reported deaths of 
hundreds of people across southern Africa, with thousands more affected. Global organization Mercy 
Corps is responding in Zimbabwe, where this is the first cyclone to hit the country in over a decade. 
Mildred Makore, Mercy Corps Director of Programs in Zimbabwe says. 
 
 
Operation Smile  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office 
Program Schedule 
Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve every 
opportunity for safe surgical care.  
 
 
OXFAM [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases 
Selected News/Announcements 
Survivors of Cylone Idai at risk from waterborne diseases 
22 March 2019 
Oxfam will begin distributing lifesaving aid including water purification tablets and hygiene kits to some 
of the communities worst affected by Cyclone Idai over this weekend.  
 
Oxfams appeals for aid as thousands of lives are still at risk after Cyclone Idai 
20 March 2019 
Oxfam staff speak of desperation, loss of hope and home, people in treetops - as rains are still falling 
and waters rising in some areas. 
 
Three civilians killed every day in Yemen despite Stockholm agreements 
19 March 2019 
In the 11 weeks following the agreements, 231 civilians were killed across the country in airstrikes, 
shelling, by sniper or landmines. 
 
Cyclone Idai leaves trail of death, destruction and homelessness in southern Africa 
18 March 2019 
Oxfam will be responding with water, sanitation services, food and other non-food items to people 
affected by Cyclone Idai that hit Malawi, Mozambique and Zimbabwe. 
 
 
Norwegian Refugee Council   [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://www.nrc.no/ 
Latest news from NRC 
Yemen | 22. Mar 2019  
Rebuilding bombed schools in Yemen 
   Millions have fled their homes. Landmines and airstrikes, combined with a lack of food and medical 
help, are putting 24 million lives at risk. Amid conflict, hunger and cholera, we delivered aid to over 
800,000 Yemenis last year.  
 

https://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/mercy-corps-responds-impact-cyclone-idai-zimbabwe
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office
http://www.operationsmile.org/approach/program-schedule
http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases
https://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases/2019-03-22/survivors-cylone-idai-risk-waterborne-diseases
https://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases/2019-03-20/oxfams-appeals-aid-thousands-lives-are-still-risk-after-cyclone
https://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases/2019-03-18/three-civilians-killed-every-day-yemen-despite-stockholm
https://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases/2019-03-18/cyclone-idai-leaves-trail-death-destruction-and-homelessness
http://www.nrc.no/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2019/march/rebuilding-bombed-schools-in-yemen/


   

  

22. Mar 2019  
Increased resilience through climate information services 
   Due to a combination of exposure and low adaptive capacity, Africa is very vulnerable to the impacts 
of climate change. Meet three of our experts working in Africa to minimise the gap between providers 
and end-users of climate information.  
 
Yemen | 20. Mar 2019  
Yemen: Working to assist those fleeing the same war she escaped four years ago 
   "Every day, I heard stories of how people had been killed. I was particularly afraid during those early 
morning hours when the airstrikes began." NRC’s education assistant Malka, 26, tells about delivering 
aid among landmines and airstrikes in her home country of Yemen.  
 
Europe|Greece|Turkey | 18. Mar 2019  
Europe must re-start relocation programme 
   Three years after the EU-Turkey statement the Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) calls for European 
countries to take their share of responsibility for handling refugees, and not leave it to overstretched 
Turkey and Greece.  
 
Yemen | 18. Mar 2019  
Civilian casualties double in parts of Yemen since ceasefire 
   Yemeni civilians across the country are facing the threat of intensive attacks with some areas 
claiming more than double the amount of victims compared to the pre-ceasefire average.  
 
Jordan|Syria | 17. Mar 2019  
Jordan: Wages for workers, "lungs" for the land 
   The trees that once dominated northern Jordan are gradually disappearing and at risk of vanishing. A 
new agriculture project is reinvigorating the area, providing much-needed work for displaced Syrians 
and green "lungs" for the region.  
 
 
Pact  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://www.pactworld.org/ 
March 15, 2019 
Pact joins Alliance 8.7, further committing to ending child labor  
Pact is proud to announce its membership in Alliance 8.7, an inclusive global partnership committed to 
achieving Target 8.7 of the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals, a target of Goal 8 – decent work and 
economic growth – focused on the eradication of child labor and modern slavery. 
 
 
Partners In Health  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://www.pih.org/blog  
News   
Mar 22, 2019  
Working in Global Health: Karim LLaro on 20 Years as a TB Nurse in Peru  
   Karim Llaro finished nursing school and immediately began working for PIH in Peru, where she 
provided care to patients living with MDR-TB in the slums of Lima. She shares her thoughts about 
those early days working in global health. Read More  
 

https://www.nrc.no/expert-deployment/2016/2019/increased-resilience-through-climate-information-services/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2019/march/yemen-working-to-assist-those-fleeing-the-same-war-she-escaped-four-years-ago/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2019/march/europe-must-re-start-relocation-programme/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2019/march/Civilian-casualties-double-in-parts-of-Yemen-since-ceasefire/
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Mar 22, 2019  
Farewell to the Grave: Bobby’s Battle with Multidrug-Resistant TB  
   Bobby Togar, 42, thought his arrival at the TB annex in Monrovia, Liberia, meant his imminent death. 
He'd been there before, and had little hope for survival. But this time, he found hope--and a path 
forward--through the clinicians he met. Read More  
 
Mar 21, 2019  
“Out of Breath” Provides Inside Look of North Korea’s Battle Against TB  
   Dr. KJ Seung, who has been fighting tuberculosis with PIH since 2001, speaks about the 
documentary "Out of Breath," which chronicles his and others' efforts to treat multidrug-resistant TB in 
North Korea.  
 
Mar 19, 2019  
Innovation: Contraception Program Empowers Women in Haiti  
   A recent study found that the percentage of women who chose long-lasting contraception sharply 
increased at University Hospital in Haiti following staff trainings and offering new mothers options like 
implants before they returned home.  
 
Mar 19, 2019  
The Evolution of Cancer Care in Haiti  
   This timeline traces the evolution of PIH's oncology program in Haiti, which started in the early 2000s 
and steadily grew over the past 20 years.  
 
Mar 19, 2019  
Celebrating Six Years of Accomplishments at University Hospital in Haiti  
   This year marks the sixth anniversary of the opening of University Hospital in Mirebalais, a 300-bed 
teaching facility where clinicians provide high-quality care and train Haiti's next generation of 
specialized doctors and nurses.  
 
 
PATH  [to 23 Mar 2019]  
https://www.path.org/media-center/  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Plan International/BORNEfonden  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Save The Children [to 23 Mar 2019] 
https://www.savethechildren.net/news 
Thursday 21 March 2019  
Save the Children scales up aid for Mozambique  
   Save the Children has delivered 51 metric tons of vital aid to Mozambique at the start of an operation 
to help hundreds of thousands of children and families in the aftermath of Cyclone Idai, the aid agency 
has said. 

https://www.pih.org/article/farewell-grave-bobbys-battle-multidrug-resistant-tb
https://www.pih.org/article/out-breath-provides-inside-look-north-koreas-battle-against-tb
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https://www.pih.org/article/evolution-cancer-care-haiti
https://www.pih.org/article/celebrating-six-years-accomplishments-university-hospital-haiti
https://www.path.org/media-center/
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre
https://www.savethechildren.net/news
https://www.savethechildren.net/article/save-children-scales-aid-mozambique


   

  

   A cargo plane carrying 8,400 tarpaulins, 3,500 terry cans, 2,500 buckets and 20 tents arrived last 
night, 19th March, in the capital, Maputo. 
 
Wednesday 20 March 2019  
Save the Children European Union Office Appoints Anita Bay Bundegaard as new Director  
 
Tuesday 19 March 2019  
“Hear our voices, we’re sick of war"  
Yemeni children call out for peace 
 
Monday 18 March 2019  
France repatriates five orphaned or unaccompanied children from camps northern Syria  
Helle Thorning-Schmidt, CEO of Save the Children, said: 
 
Monday 18 March 2019  
Fears for the lives of 100,000 people as rivers burst their banks and engulf communities in 
cyclone-hit Mozambique  
 
 
SOS-Kinderdorf International  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
https://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/news 
All News 
Mozambique – 22 March 2019  
‘The situation is awful, it is difficult even to describe’ 
Following Tropical Cyclone Idai, the coastal city of Beira remains isloated and is struggling to recover 
   Aílton Muchave is the National Programme Director for SOS Children’s Villages Mozambique. He is 
part of the team carrying out an assessment of the storm’s impact on Beira, a week after Tropical 
Cyclone Idai made landfall. 
 
 
Tostan  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://www.tostan.org 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Women for Women International  [to 23 Mar 2019]  
https://www.womenforwomen.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Vision  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://wvi.org/ 
Thursday, March 21st 2019  
Concern for children rapidly mounting as Cyclone Idai devastation emerges 
   Orphaned, abandoned and vulnerable children are the top priority six days after Cyclone Idai tore 
through Mozambique. 
 
:::::: 
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Center for Media Ethics and Responsibility/CMFR   [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://cmfr-phil.org/media-ethics-responsibility/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Electronic Frontiers Foundation 
https://www.eff.org/updates?type=press_release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Freedom House [to 23 Mar 2019] 
https://freedomhouse.org/news 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Research 
Kazakhstan: Opportunities for Democratic Reforms Possible with President’s Resignation 
March 19, 2019 
   Room for democratic growth arises as Kazakhstan's longtime presidents steps down. 
 
Azerbaijan: President Pardons Dozens of Political Prisoners 
March 18, 2019 
  Freedom House welcomes the decree by Azerbaijan's president to release dozens of political 
prisoners.  
 
 
Human Rights Watch  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
https://www.hrw.org/ 
Latest News  [selected] 
March 22, 2019 News Releases 
Haiti: Investigate Protest Deaths  
China: France’s Macron Should Press Xi on Rights  
Lebanon: Anti-Torture Body Named 
DR Congo: Investigate Ex-Intelligence Officials  
 
March 21, 2019 News Release 
China: Government Threats to Academic Freedom Abroad  
Saudi Arabia: Abusive Charges Against Women Activists 
 
 
Transparency International  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases 
18 Mar 2019  
Proposed law in Montenegro is an unconstitutional attack on freedom of information 
   - Transparency International urges the Government of Montenegro to withdraw its amendments to 
the Law on Classified Information, which would undermine the country’s freedom of information laws 
and anti-corruption efforts.  
 
::::: 
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Bond  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
https://www.bond.org.uk/ 
News and views 
10 highlights from Bond Conference 2019 
21 March 2019  
Michal Blaszczyk 
   Key takeaways from Europe’s biggest international development event.  
 
Caste discrimination is blocking progress on the SDGs  
21 March 2019  
Murali Shanmugavelan 
  Achieving the goal of leaving no one behind is not possible while caste discrimination is practised.  
 
 
ChildFund Alliance  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
https://childfundalliance.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CONCORD  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre 
LATEST PRESS RELEASES 
Urgent call from faith leaders to respond generously to the DEC Cyclone Idai Appeal  
22/03/2019  
 
DEC Cyclone Idai Appeal: £8 million donated in first day  
22/03/2019  
 
 
The Elders  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://theelders.org/news-media 
Selected Press Releases and Major Announcements 
Guest Blog  Tuesday, 21 March, 2019 
Ethical leadership & multilateral cooperation 
“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.”  
   On the International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, Caroline Kamana from Nelson 
Mandela: The Official Exhibition’s Education team, explores the power of Nelson Mandela’s legacy.  
 
Guest Blog  Tuesday, 19 March, 2019 
Refugees and migration 
Standing strong in the wake of increasingly hostile US immigration policies  
   With the Trump administration expanding a hard-line immigration policy, Greer Millard from 
the Florence Immigrant and Refugee Rights Project - one of the Spark of Hope organisations honoured 

https://www.bond.org.uk/news
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https://www.bond.org.uk/person/michal-blaszczyk
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by The Elders - highlights how these changes are impacting asylum seekers and migrants detained in 
Arizona. 
 
 
Evidence Aid   [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://www.evidenceaid.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gavi [to 23 Mar 2019] 
https://www.gavi.org/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Global Fund  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Hilton Prize Coalition [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ICVA - International Council of Voluntary Agencies   [to 23 Mar 2019] 
https://icvanetwork.org/ 
Event 
ICVA Annual Conference 26 March 2019  
March 26, 2019 - 12:00am 
CICG, Geneva 
  
 
INEE – an international network for education in emergencies   [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://www.ineesite.org/en/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
InterAction  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://www.interaction.org/ 
Challenges to Civil Society  
Humanitarian Coordination 
NGO Consortium in Horn of Africa Proves Critical to Humanitarian Efforts 
Rachel Unkovic  
Mar 21, 2019  
 
U.S. Foreign Assistance  
Let’s Step Up on Foreign Aid to Fund Our Values 

http://www.evidenceaid.org/
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Despite the Administration’s repeated efforts to gut foreign aid, Congress has proven a bulwark against 
those dangerous proposals, restoring funding.  
Noam Unger  
Mar 20, 2019  
 
 
Start Network [to 23 Mar 2019] 
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs 
22 Mar 19  
Start Fund Monthly Risk Briefing: March 
by Sarah Klassen  
   To enable NGOs to act before a crisis occurs and response early to mitigate the predicted impacts, 
the Start Fund produces monthly risk briefings which provide risk information on global weather, 
volcanic, human and health events where members may consider using the Start Fund Anticipation 
process. It reports on new, emerging or deteriorating situations, therefore ongoing events that are 
considered to be unchanged are not featured and risks that are beyond the scope and scale of 
the Start Fund are also not featured… 
 
:::::: 
 
3ie  International Initiative for Impact Evaluation [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://www.3ieimpact.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action 
(ALNAP)     [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://www.alnap.org/ 
News 
21 Mar 2019  
Our HELP Library picks for the response to Cyclone Idai 
 
 
CHS Alliance  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://chsalliance.org/news-events/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Development Initiatives   [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://devinit.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
EHLRA/R2HC   [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/ 
News 
19.03.2019  
GAHI explores future pathways as funding and hosting arrangement expires 
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After two years of hosting the GAHI initiative to enable its set up, Elrha will cease to be its host as of 
31 May 2019. We wish GAHI well for the future and continue to believe in the need for a neutral 
convener to work on behalf of humanitarian innovation actors, as called for by the World Humanitarian 
Summit in 2016. 
   On 19 March 2019, GAHI released the following statement: 
“GAHI was created to increase the impact of ethical humanitarian innovation. Over the last few 
months, GAHI has delivered three major pieces of work, in close consultation with its members: 
:: Untangling the many pathways to scale – a report that outlines the four factors critical for 
innovations to reach scale in the humanitarian system; 
:: Innovation 3.0 – a paper that outlines how to build an innovation ecosystem to deliver impact 
against the complex challenges that humanitarians face; 
:: Distributed Ledger Technologies & Humanitarian Assistance: Next Steps – a policy brief that draws 
on the GAHI-commissioned, ODI/HPG report, Blockchain and distributed ledger technologies in the 
humanitarian sector to outline how the sector can leverage DLT to achieve greater impact. 
 
20.03.2019  
Impact, risk-taking and avoiding bias: insights from our R2HC Funding Committee 
Our sixth Annual Funding Call for humanitarian health research proposals generated more demand 
than ever before and came to a culmination at our R2HC Funding Committee meeting held earlier this 
month. 
  
 
Groupe URD   [to 23 Mar 2019] 
https://www.urd.org/?lang=en 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Humanitarian Studies Association  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
https://ihsa.info/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
The Sphere Project [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://www.sphereproject.org/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP)  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
https://phap.org/ 
Latest News 
Community update: Talent management and capacity building, March 2019  
(3/16/2019) 
Em Lacroix 
 
:::::: 
 
Brookings 
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http://www.brookings.edu/ 
Accessed 23 Mar 2019 
Latest Research 
Retirement, Pensions, & Social Security  
How will retirement saving change by 2050? Prospects for the millennial generation 
William G. Gale, Hilary Gelfond, and Jason Fichtner 
Thursday, March 21, 2019  
 
Retirement, Pensions, & Social Security  
“RESA”: A look at 2019 legislative proposals to improve retirement security and saving 
Martin Neil Baily, Benjamin H. Harris, and J. Mark Iwry 
Tuesday, March 19, 2019  
 
Report  
Is Israel in democratic decline? 
Tamara Cofman Wittes and Yael Mizrahi-Arnaud 
March 2019  
 
Infrastructure  
Creating a new marketplace for resilient infrastructure investment 
Joseph Kane and Adie Tomer 
Monday, March 18, 2019  
 
Regulatory Policy  
It’s time to strengthen the regulation of crypto-assets 
Timothy G. Massad 
Monday, March 18, 2019  
 
 
Center for Global Development    [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center 
March 21, 2019 
Why “Leapfrogging” in Frontier Markets Isn’t Working 
   There are two big questions about modern innovation: Why does it tend to confine itself to only a 
narrow “vanguard” of the economy in every part of the world? And why does it not provide as big a 
boost to productivity as expected, especially since the dotcom bust? 
Bright Simons  
 
March 20, 2019 
Gavi@20: What’s Next for Global Immunization Efforts 
   The Board of Gavi, The Vaccine Alliance, will retreat next week to discuss a new strategy and 
replenishment. My colleagues and I have put together a preliminary set of six short notes that examine 
different dimensions of Gavi’s work and make recommendations for ways to address identified issues. 
Amanda Glassman 
 
Gavi From the Country Perspective: Assessing Key Challenges to Effective Partnership 
Publication 
3/20/19 
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   In this note, we explore some of the challenges facing Gavi-eligible countries. We then propose 
procedural improvements or adaptations to Gavi’s operations to better support the needs of country 
governments and other partners. 
 
Gavi’s Approach to Health Systems Strengthening: Reforms for Enhanced Effectiveness 
and Relevance in the 2021–2025 Strategy 
Publication 
3/20/19 
   In this note, we highlight the results of Gavi HSS evaluations, how Gavi has responded to identified 
challenges and limitations in the HSS proposal and implementation process, and what options are 
available to enhance the effectiveness of HSS support for Gavi’s core mandate. We also discuss the 
importance of 4G (Gavi, the Global Fund, the Global Financing Facility, and the World Bank Group) 
collaboration. 
 
Gavi’s Role in Market Shaping and Procurement: Progress, Challenges, and 
Recommendations for an Evolving Approach 
Publication 
3/20/19 
   In this note, we diagnose key challenges that will strain Gavi’s model during the 2021–2025 period 
and beyond. We then offer recommendations for an evolving approach, which closely align with Gavi’s 
goal to maximize the impact of countries’ current and future domestic investments. 
 
New Gavi Modalities for a Changing World 
Publication 
3/20/19 
   In this note, we summarize the changing context and its relevance for Gavi, exploring the specific 
issues relevant to transitioning countries, never-eligible MICs, and countries dealing with complex 
emergencies or large-scale protracted displacement. We then offer four recommendations to increase 
Gavi’s relevance and effectiveness in a changing world. 
 
Vaccine Introduction and Coverage in Gavi-Supported Countries 2015-2018: Implications 
for Gavi 5.0 
Publication 
3/20/19 
   With a vision of “creating equal access to new and underused vaccines,” Gavi set several coverage-
specific targets for 2020 as part of its Phase IV strategy, including the immunization of an additional 
300 million children, increased pentavalent 3 and measles-containing vaccine (MCV) 1 coverage, and 
greater equity in coverage across wealth quintiles. In this note, we explore these coverage challenges 
in greater detail and offer recommendations for how Gavi can address them in its 5.0 strategy. 
 
Gavi 5.0: Five Challenges and Five Ideas for Reform 
Publication 
3/20/19 
   This overview note lays out five challenges and summarizes some of our ideas to address them; 
backing up each is a standalone note that provides greater detail and options for action. An 
accompanying note looks at the full set of issues through a country lens. 
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CSIS  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
https://www.csis.org/ 
Selected Reports 
Report 
Cross-Border Trade and Corruption along the Haiti-Dominican Republic Border 
March 20, 2019 | Michael A. Matera, Mary Speck, Linnea Sandin, Mark L. Schneider  
Illicit trade is a major issue between Haiti and the Dominican Republic.  The latest CSIS Americas 
report explores this issue and its implications for both countries. 
 
Report 
Indian State Priorities for Health Innovation Partnerships 
March 19, 2019 | Richard M. Rossow, Kartikeya Singh  
The “Indian States Health Innovation Partnership” strengthens health outcomes in India by identifying 
which Indian states are ripe for innovative partnerships with international institutions looking to engage 
more deeply with the government. 
 
 
ODI   [to 23 Mar 2019] 
https://www.odi.org/  
Selected Press Releases & Reports 
Double vulnerability: the humanitarian implications of intersecting climate and conflict risk  
Research reports and studies | March 2019 | Katie Peters, Leigh Mayhew, Hugo Slim, Maarten van 
Aalst and Julie Arrighi 
   This paper summarises current knowledge and analysis of the interactions between climate and 
conflict. 
 
 
Urban Institute   [to 23 Mar 2019] 
https://www.urban.org/publications 
March 22, 2019  
Preparing the Future Workforce: Early Care and Education Participation among Children of 
Immigrants  
    Children of immigrants will make up a critical share of our nation’s future workforce, but they are 
less likely than other children to participate in early education programs known to support school 
readiness and long-term productivity. This study describes the characteristics and enrollment of 
children of immigrants using the most current and comprehensive dataset available: the Early 
Childhood Longitudinal Study, Kindergarten  
Erica Greenberg, Victoria Rosenboom, Gina Adams 
March 22, 2019  
Research Report 
  
Data and Technology Groups Can Improve the 2020 Census Count  
   With 2020 decennial census fast approaching, communities around the country are mobilizing to 
reach the goal of counting every person, only once, and in the right place. Organizations with analytic 
and coding skills can contribute their expertise to help their local planning and outreach efforts 
succeed. Local data intermediaries, like the members of the National Neighborhood Indicators 
Partnership, are natural players to join  
Kathryn L.S. Pettit 
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March 22, 2019  
Brief 
  
Delinquent Debt Decisions and Their Consequences Over Time  
   Many American consumers are in financial distress: nearly a third have debt in collections recorded 
on their credit report (Braga et al. 2016). People facing financial difficulties must delay some of their 
financial obligations. What are the long-term consequences of these decisions on future credit health 
and access to money?  
Breno Braga, Signe-Mary McKernan, Hannah Hassani 
March 21, 2019  
Brief 
  
Rethinking Federal Work-Study: Incremental Reform is Not Enough  
   The Federal Work-Study (FWS) Program allocates funding to colleges and universities to pay a 
portion of the wages of student workers.  Republicans and Democrats have recently proposed 
adjustments to the allocation formula, which is based primarily on institutions’ historical participation in 
the program, rather than students’ financial circumstances. This change would reduce inequities but 
would not go far in  
Sandy Baum 
March 21, 2019  
Brief 
  
What Characterizes the Marketplaces with One or Two Insurers? An Update  
   This brief is an update of a 2017 analysis examining the characteristics of ACA marketplace rating 
regions with one or two participating insurers. We found that the number of markets with one or two 
marketplace insurers has decreased between 2018 and 2019, meaning markets have become more 
competitive this year. However, they have not yet regained the level of competition they had in 2017. 
In regions with one insurer, the median  
John Holahan, Erik Wengle, Linda J. Blumberg 
March 21, 2019  
Brief 
  
Reforming the Social Security WEP Exposes Weaknesses in State and Local Pensions  
   The Windfall Elimination Provision (WEP) reduces Social Security benefits for retirees who also draw 
pension benefits from government employment not covered by Social Security. The Equal Treatment of 
Public Servants Act, a recently introduced congressional bill, would change how benefits are reduced. 
In this brief, we explore how the bill would improve the fairness of the adjustment for many 
beneficiaries, but also reduce Social  
Chantel Boyens, Erald Kolasi, Jack Smalligan 
March 20, 2019  
Research Report 
  
 
World Economic Forum    [to 23 Mar 2019] 
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/ 
Selected News Releases 
New Global Coalition Will Focus on Improving Value of Healthcare  
News 18 Mar 2019  
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[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 

 
*                      *                       *                        * 
 
 

:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will primarily monitor press/media releases announcing key initiatives and new research from a 
growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, humanitarian 
response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended to be exhaustive, but 
indicative.  
 
 

Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 23 Mar 2019] 
https://www.alleninstitute.org/news-press/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Annie E. Casey Foundation   [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/ 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
Blue Meridian Partners [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/ 
Blue Meridian Partners is a new capital aggregation collaboration that plans to invest at least $1 billion 
in high-performance nonprofits that are poised to have truly national impact for economically 
disadvantaged children and youth.  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clinton Foundation  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements 
Press Release   March 21, 2019  
Chelsea Clinton, the Clinton Foundation’s Too Small to Fail initiative, and Laundry Literacy 
Coalition partners expand early literacy program in Chicago, announce new research 
findings on effectiveness of laundromat literacy programs 
 
 
Co Impact   [to 23 Mar 2019] 
www.co-impact.io 
Co-Impact is a global philanthropic collaborative for systems change focused on improving the lives of 
millions of people around the world. 
No new digest content identified. 
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Ford Foundation  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://www.fordfoundation.org/?filter=News 
http://www.grameenfoundation.org/news-events/press-room 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 23 Mar 2019] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press 
GHIT was set up in 2012 with the aim of developing new tools to tackle infectious diseases that 
devastate the world’s poorest people. Other funders include six Japanese pharmaceutical  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

Grameen Foundation    [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://www.grameenfoundation.org/news-events/press-room 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/  
Latest Updates  
Our guide to evaluation: Second edition of Evaluation Principles and Practices   
  Evaluation is, and has long been, an important tool to help us learn and improve our strategies at the 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation. It is a part of our fabric and is referenced in our Guiding 
Principles. In 2012, we harmonized our approach to evaluation across our programs, with input from 
staff and external…  
March 22, 2019  
 
 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
Our News 
Teens Linked to Care: Youth-Friendly Health Education to Tackle Risky Substance Use in 
Teens 
March 20, 2019  
 
 
IKEA Foundation    [to 23 Mar 2019] 
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/category/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 23 Mar 2019] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
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Kaiser Family Foundation  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
https://www.kff.org/search/?post_type=press-release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Aga Khan Foundation   [to 23 Mar 2019] 
https://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation 
21 March 2019 
2019 Aga Khan Music Awards Laureates and Finalists announced  
 
 
Kellogg Foundation  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
https://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
MacArthur Foundation  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://www.macfound.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation [to 23 Mar 2019] 
https://www.moore.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Open Society Foundation  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/issues/media-information 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://www.packard.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Pew Charitable Trusts  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room 
Press Releases & Statements  
Event  March 22, 2019 
Live Webcast: What Is the Future of Water? 
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/about-us/news-media/ 
March 18, 2019 
The Rockefeller Foundation Names Maria Santos Valentin as New General Counsel  
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   NEW YORK, March 18, 2019 —The Rockefeller Foundation today announced that Maria Santos 
Valentin has been named General Counsel and Corporate Secretary for the Foundation.  
 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/  
Latest News Releases, Blog Posts, Reports 
County Health Rankings Show Burden of Severe Housing Cost Tied to Poor Health 
March 19, 2019  
   The 2019 County Health Rankings show how widespread the burden of severe housing cost is tied to 
the poor health of families and communities nationwide. 
 
 
Science Philanthropy Alliance   [to 23 Mar 2019] 
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/ 
“…a group of organizations working together to increase philanthropic support for basic scientific 
research on a global basis…” 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SDG Philanthropy Platform 
http://sdgfunders.org/ 
SDG Philanthropy Platform is a collaboration between philanthropy and the greater international 
development community led by Foundation Center, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
and Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, and supported by the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, Ford 
Foundation and the MasterCard Foundation, the Brach Family Foundation, and other key organizations 
such as Asociación de Fundaciones Empresariales (AFE) in Colombia, Brach Family Charitable 
Foundation, CAF America, Council on Foundations, East Africa Association of Grantmakers (EAAG), 
European Foundation Centre, Filantropi Indonesia (FI), GlobalGiving, The Humanitarian Forum, World 
Congress of Muslim Philanthropists, and Worldwide Initiatives for Grantmaker Support (WINGS). 
https://sloan.org/about/press  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
https://sloan.org/about/press  
No new digest content identified. 
 
  
Wellcome Trust  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
Opinion | 21 March 2019  
A new method for ethical data science  
by Danil Mikhailov  
   Wellcome Data Labs is applying a new method to solving data science problems so that potential 
negative consequences of algorithms are identified earlier in the development process. 
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Foundation Center  [to 23 Mar 2019 
http://foundationcenter.org/about-us/press-room 
March 20, 2019 
First Data Analysis of the Chicagoland Dance Sector Since 2002 Reveals Growth and 
Challenges  
 
 
Council on Foundations  [to 23 Mar 2019] 
https://www.cof.org/newsroom 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
*                       *                       *                        * 
 
 

:: Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in human 
rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be exhaustive. We will 
add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon recommendation from 
readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content but note that successful access 
to some of the articles and other content may require subscription or other access arrangement unique 
to the publisher. Please suggest additional journals you feel warrant coverage. 
 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
March 2019 Volume 47, Issue 3, p229-350  
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
March 2019 Volume 56, Issue 3, p335-476  
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
March 2019  109(3) 
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
Volume 100, Issue 3, 2019  
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/14761645/100/3 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed 23 Mar 2019) 
Commentary 
A one stop shop for cost-effectiveness evidence? Recommendations for improving Disease 
Control Priorities  
Setting out a health benefits package (HBP) of interventions to be prioritised for funding is an 
important step towards achieving universal health coverage in low and middle income countries.  
Authors: Matthias Arnold, Susan Griffin, Jessica Ochalek, Paul Revill and Simon Walker 
Citation: Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 2019 17:7  
Published on: 20 March 2019 
 
 
BMJ Global Health 
March 2019 - Volume 4 - 2 
https://gh.bmj.com/content/4/2 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 23 Mar 2019) 
Research article 
A new model for pharmacies? Insights from a quantitative study regarding the public’s 
perceptions  
Worldwide community pharmacies are shifting their role in the healthcare system from simple 
medication dispensers to health care providers. High levels of satisfaction with pharmacy services were 
found in prev...  
Authors: Verónica Policarpo, Sónia Romano, João H. C. António, Tânia Sofia Correia and Suzete Costa 
Citation: BMC Health Services Research 2019 19:186  
Published on: 21 March 2019 
 
Research article 
Globalisation and transitions in abortion care in Ghana  
Access to safe abortion is a globally contested policy and social justice issue – contested because of its 
religious and moral dimensions regarding the right to life and personhood of a foetus vs. the rights o...  
Authors: Patience Aniteye and Susannah H. Mayhew 
Citation: BMC Health Services Research 2019 19:185  
Published on: 21 March 2019 
 
 
BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 23 Mar 2019) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Medical Ethics  
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http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 
(Accessed 23 Mar 2019)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Medicine 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content 
(Accessed 23 Mar 2019)  
Research article 
Repeated clinical malaria episodes are associated with modification of the immune system 
in children  
There are over 200 million reported cases of malaria each year, and most children living in endemic 
areas will experience multiple episodes of clinical disease before puberty. We set out to understand 
how freq...  
Authors: Yaw Bediako, Rhys Adams, Adam J. Reid, John Joseph Valletta, Francis M. Ndungu, Jan 
Sodenkamp, Jedidah Mwacharo, Joyce Mwongeli Ngoi, Domtila Kimani, Oscar Kai, Juliana Wambua, 
George Nyangweso, Etienne P. de Villiers, Mandy Sanders, Magda Ewa Lotkowska, Jing-Wen Lin… 
Citation: BMC Medicine 2019 17:60  
Published on: 13 March 2019 
 
 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content 
(Accessed 23 Mar 2019) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Public Health 
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles 
(Accessed 23 Mar 2019) 
Research article 
Young internal migrants’ major health issues and health seeking barriers in Shanghai, 
China: a qualitative study  
China is experiencing a sizeable rural-urban flow, which may influence the health of internal migrant 
youth deeply. Disadvantages in the city are highly likely to contribute to health issues among the young 
in...  
Authors: Chunyan Yu, Chaohua Lou, Yan Cheng, Yuanqi Cui, Qiguo Lian, Ziliang Wang, Ersheng Gao 
and Ling Wang 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2019 19:336  
Published on: 22 March 2019 
 
Research article 
Mortality advantage among migrants according to duration of stay in France, 2004–2014  
The migrant mortality advantage is generally interpreted as reflecting the selection of atypically healthy 
individuals from the country of origin followed by the wearing off of selection effects over time, a p...  
Authors: Matthew Wallace, Myriam Khlat and Michel Guillot 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2019 19:327  
Published on: 21 March 2019 
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Research article 
Perceived discrimination, health and mental health among immigrants in Norway: the role 
of moderating factors  
Ethnic discrimination is a relatively common experience among immigrants and ethnic minorities. The 
experience of discrimination can have detrimental effects on an individual’s health and well-being. This 
stud...  
Authors: Melanie Lindsay Straiton, Arild Kjell Aambø and Rune Johansen 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2019 19:325  
Published on: 20 March 2019 
 
Research article 
Migrant health research in the Republic of Ireland: a scoping review  
Migration to European countries has increased in number and diversity in recent years. Factors such as 
access to healthcare, language barriers and legal status can impact the health outcomes of migrant 
groups....  
Authors: Nazmy Villarroel, Ailish Hannigan, Santino Severoni, Soorej Puthoopparambil and Anne 
MacFarlane 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2019 19:324  
Published on: 20 March 2019 
 
 
BMC Research Notes  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content 
(Accessed 23 Mar 2019) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Open 
March 2019 - Volume 9 - Suppl 1 
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/current 
Crafting the future of qualitative health research in a changing world abstracts 
Engaging displaced people in artistic and cultural activities using participatory action 
research (20 March, 2019)  
Linda Thomson 
 
Rules of engagement: ethics issues in participatory research (20 March, 2019)  
Sonia Bussu, Mirza Lalani, Martin Marshall, Stephen Pattison 
 
Breaking the gold standard: qualitative methods for trials of complex health interventions 
(20 March, 2019)  
Jenevieve Mannell, Katy Davis 
 
Qualitative research for large-scale sustainable impact on health in low-resource settings 
(20 March, 2019)  
Rebecca King, Amrit Virk 
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Participatory research methods in evidence based local empowerment for the 
improvement of roma health (20 March, 2019)  
Gergely Papp 
 
 
Bulletin of the World Health Organization  
Volume 97, Number 3, March 2019, 169-244 
https://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/97/3/en/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Child Care, Health and Development  
Volume 45, Issue 2  Pages: 147-311  March 2019 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13652214/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Clinical Therapeutics 
February 2019 Volume 41, Issue 2, p191-368  
http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Clinical Trials 
Volume 16 Issue 1, February 2019  
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/ctja/16/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Conflict and Health 
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 23 Mar 2019] 
Review 
  |   22 March 2019  
Host country responses to non-communicable diseases amongst Syrian refugees: a review  
Forty-one articles and reports met our search criteria. Despite the scarcity of systematic population-
level data, these documents highlight the high burden of reported NCDs among Syrian refugees, 
especially amongst older adults. The three host countries utilized different approaches to the design, 
delivery and financing of NCD services for these refugees. In Jordan and Lebanon, Ministries of Health 
and the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) coordinate a diverse group of health 
care providers to deliver health services to Syrian refugees at a subsidized cost. In Turkey, however, 
services are provided solely by the Disaster and Emergency Management Presidency (AFAD), a Turkish 
governmental agency, with no cost to patients for primary or secondary care. Access to NCD services 
varied both within and between countries, with no data available from Turkey. 
Authors: Chaza Akik, Hala Ghattas, Sandra Mesmar, Miriam Rabkin, Wafaa M. El-Sadr and Fouad M. 
Fouad 
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Contemporary Clinical Trials 
Volume 78  Pages 1-146 (March 2019) 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/contemporary-clinical-trials/vol/78/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Current Opinion in Infectious Diseases 
April 2019 - Volume 32 - Issue 2  
https://journals.lww.com/co-infectiousdiseases/pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Developing World Bioethics 
Volume 19, Issue 1  Pages: 1-60  March 2019 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14718847/current 
ARTICLES 
Open Access 
‘It is an entrustment’: Broad consent for genomic research and biobanks in sub‐Saharan 
Africa  
Paulina Tindana, Sassy Molyneux, Susan Bull, Michael Parker 
Pages: 9-17 
First Published: 23 October 2017 
 
To share or not to share: Incentivizing data sharing in life science communities 
Louise Bezuidenhout 
Pages: 18-24 
First Published: 22 January 2018 
 
 
Development in Practice  
Volume 29, Issue 2, 2019 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cdip20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Development Policy Review 
Volume 37, Issue 2  Pages: i-iv, 153, 155-310  March 2019 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14677679/current 
Themed issue: Health and well‐being 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disability and Rehabilitation: Assistive Technology 
Volume 13, Issue 8, 2018 
http://informahealthcare.com/toc/idt/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Disaster Medicine and Public Health Preparedness  
Volume 13 - Special Issue 1 - February 2019  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/disaster-medicine-and-public-health-preparedness/latest-
issue 
Serial Hurricanes  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Disasters 
Volume 43, Issue 2  Pages: 219-455  April 2019 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14677717/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
EMBO Reports 
Volume 19, Number 12  01 December 2018 
http://embor.embopress.org/content/19/12?current-issue=y 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Emergency Medicine Journal 
https://bmcemergmed.biomedcentral.com/articles 
[Accessed 23 Mar 2019] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Emerging Infectious Diseases 
Volume 25, Number 4—April 2019  
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/ 
Perspective 
Resurgence of Vaccine-Preventable Diseases in Venezuela as a Regional Public Health 
Threat in the Americas PDF Version[PDF - 1.57 MB - 8 pages]  
A. E. Paniz-Mondolfi et al.  
Abstract 
Venezuela’s tumbling economy and authoritarian rule have precipitated an unprecedented humanitarian 
crisis. Hyperinflation rates now exceed 45,000%, and Venezuela’s health system is in free fall. The 
country is experiencing a massive exodus of biomedical scientists and qualified healthcare 
professionals. Reemergence of arthropod-borne and vaccine-preventable diseases has sparked serious 
epidemics that also affect neighboring countries. In this article, we discuss the ongoing epidemics of 
measles and diphtheria in Venezuela and their disproportionate impact on indigenous populations. We 
also discuss the potential for reemergence of poliomyelitis and conclude that action to halt the spread 
of vaccine-preventable diseases within Venezuela is a matter of urgency for the country and the region. 
We further provide specific recommendations for addressing this crisis. 
 
Research Letters 
Prior Vaccination and Effectiveness of Communication Strategies Used to Describe 
Infectious Diseases PDF Version[PDF - 318 KB - 3 pages]  
T. S. Valley et al.  
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   We tested the effect of prior vaccination on response to communication strategies in a hypothetical 
news article about an influenza pandemic. Vaccinated were more likely than nonvaccinated participants 
to plan future vaccination, and future vaccination intent was greater with certain communication 
strategies. Using these findings to target communication may increase vaccination rates. 
 
Effects of Political Instability in Venezuela on Malaria Resurgence at Ecuador–Peru Border, 
2018 PDF Version[PDF - 500 KB - 3 pages]  
R. Jaramillo-Ochoa et al.  
   Mass migration from Venezuela has increased malaria resurgence risk across South America. During 
2018, migrants from Venezuela constituted 96% of imported malaria cases along the Ecuador–Peru 
border. Plasmodium vivax predominated (96%). Autochthonous malaria cases emerged in areas 
previously malaria-free. Heightened malaria control and a response to this humanitarian crisis are 
imperative. 
 
 
Epidemics 
Volume 25  Pages 1-112 (December 2018) 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/epidemics/vol/25/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Epidemiology and Infection 
Volume 147 - 2019  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/epidemiology-and-infection/latest-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Ethics & Human Research 
Volume 41, Issue 1  January-February 2019 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/25782363 
New Challenges and Unresolved Issues 
   The inaugural issue of Ethics & Human Research (E&HR) marks an exciting milestone in The Hastings 
Centers’ 40‐year history of publishing a journal that focuses on the ethical, regulatory, and policy issues 
related to research with humans. Like its predecessor, IRB: Ethics & Human Research, E&HR will 
publish conceptual and empirical analyses on a wide range of topics related to the human research 
enterprise.  
   The journal’s name change conveys to the global community of authors and readers that E&HR is not 
solely about issues related to institutional review boards (IRBs) in the United States. The title shift 
provides an opportunity to identify new ethical, policy, and regulatory challenges that rapid 
developments in science, medicine, and regulatory frameworks bring to the conduct and oversight of 
human subjects research in the United States and elsewhere. Along with publishing work that 
investigates new challenges, E&HR aims not only to draw attention to unresolved issues but also to 
broaden the scope of issues for investigation and analysis in the field of human research ethics. The 
pieces in this inaugural issue identify several new challenges and hint at some of the unresolved issues 
and broader topics that merit further attention.  
 
 
Ethics & International Affairs 
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Winter 2018 (Issue 32.4)  December 2018 
https://www.ethicsandinternationalaffairs.org/2018/winter-2018-issue-32-4/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The European Journal of Public Health 
SUPPLEMENT -  Volume 28, Issue suppl_5, December 2018 
https://academic.oup.com/eurpub/issue/28/suppl_5 
Health in Crises: Migration, Austerity and Inequalities in Greece and Europe  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Food Policy  Volume 75 
Volume 83  Pages 1-384 (February 2019) 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/food-policy/vol/82/suppl/C 
Research article   Abstract only 
The making of public investments: The role of champions, co-ordination, and 
characteristics of nutrition programmes in Mozambique 
Tewodaj Mogues, Lucy Billings 
Pages 29-38 
 
Research article   Abstract only 
Vulnerability to stunting in the West African Sahel 
Federica Alfani, Andrew Dabalen, Peter Fisker, Vasco Molini 
Pages 39-47 
 
Research article   Abstract only 
The International Monetary Fund’s interventions in food and agriculture: An analysis of 
loans and conditions 
Adel Daoud, Bernhard Reinsberg, Alexander E. Kentikelenis, Thomas H. Stubbs, Lawrence P. King 
Pages 204-218 
 
 
Food Security  
Volume 11, Issue 1, February 2019 
https://link.springer.com/journal/12571/11/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Forced Migration Review (FMR) 
FMR 59  October 2018  
https://www.fmreview.org/GuidingPrinciples20/contents 
Twenty Years of the Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement  
   In the 20 years since they were launched, the Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement have been 
of assistance to many States responding to internal displacement, and have been incorporated into 
many national and regional policies and laws. However, the scale of internal displacement today 
remains vast, and the impact on those who are displaced is immense. This issue includes 19 articles on 
the main feature theme of Twenty Years of the Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement. 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Forum for Development Studies 
Volume 46, 2019 - Issue 1 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/sfds20/current  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Genocide Studies International 
Volume 12 Issue 1, Spring 2018  
https://www.utpjournals.press/toc/gsi/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Genome Medicine 
https://genomemedicine.biomedcentral.com/articles 
[Accessed 24 Nov 2018] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Geoheritage  
Volume 11, Issue 1, March 2019 
https://link.springer.com/journal/12371/11/1 
Heritage Stones and Geoheritage 
   In 2016, at the International Geological Congress that took place in Cape Town, South Africa, the 
IUGS Council ratified the creation of a new IUGS Commission: the International Commission for 
Geoheritage. In this commission, both heritage sites and heritage stones working groups will 
collaborate to disseminate the importance of Geoheritage for the general public and for the scientific 
community. Since then, a great effort has been made to join both subjects in meetings and in 
publications. Heritage Stones and Geoheritage is a special issue dedicated to spread news on some 
natural stones with implications on heritage around the world, and also on mines and quarries that are 
part of our Geoheritage and industrial heritage. It is a contribution of the IUGS Heritage Stones 
Subcommission. Our aim is to make as public as possible the importance of natural stones in the 
architectonic heritage in particular and in the geoheritage context in general…. 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Health Action  
Volume 11, 2018 – Issue 1   
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/zgha20/11/1?nav=tocList 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Health: Science and Practice (GHSP) 
Vol. 6, No. 4   December 27, 2018  
http://www.ghspjournal.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Global Public Health  
Volume 14, 2019   Issue 5 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rgph20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Globalization and Health 
http://www.globalizationandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 23 Mar 2019] 
Review 
  |   19 March 2019  
Climate change adaptation in South Africa: a case study on the role of the health sector  
Globally, the response to climate change is gradually gaining momentum as the impacts of climate 
change unfold. In South Africa, it is increasingly apparent that delays in responding to climate change 
over the past decades have jeopardized human life and livelihoods. While slow progress with 
mitigation, especially in the energy sector, has garnered much attention, focus is now shifting to 
developing plans and systems to adapt to the impacts of climate change. 
Authors: Matthew F. Chersich and Caradee Y. Wright 
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SPECIAL ISSUE: Frontiers of Health Policy Research  
   If the enhancement of human freedom is both the main object and the primary means to 
development (Sen, 1999), then good individual and population health are both ends and means to 
development and freedom in all countries, regardless of their current ranking on the Human 
Development Index or other indexes on wealth, prosperity and well-being... 
   This special issue on the ‘frontiers in health policy research’ focuses attention on three distinct areas 
of inquiry. One set of papers analyses efforts to improve the quality of care and increase the value of 
care that health systems purchase. A second set of articles focuses on issues of health behaviour and 
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social determinants of health. Finally, the third set of articles presents differing views on how to predict 
the adequacy of supply of medical professionals. The range of these articles illustrates, not only the 
exciting breadth of health policy research, but the degree to which scholars within this field are 
addressing issues of high importance to policy makers around the world. We think it is fair to claim that 
all of the articles address issues that are on the ‘frontier’ of health policy in the sense that they attempt 
to provide answers to questions that policy makers around the world are currently grappling with… 
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Humanitarian Exchange Magazine 
Number 74,  February 2019  
https://odihpn.org/magazine/communication-community-engagement-humanitarian-response/ 
Communication and community engagement in humanitarian response 
This edition of Humanitarian Exchange, co-edited with Charles-Antoine Hofmann from the UN 
Children’s Fund (UNICEF), focuses on communication and community engagement. Despite promising 
progress, coherent and coordinated information is still not provided systematically to affected 
communities, and humanitarian responses take insufficient account of the views and feedback of 
affected people. In 2017, UNICEF, the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies (IFRC), the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) and other partners 
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came together under the auspices of the Communicating with Disaster Affected Communities (CDAC) 
Network to establish the Communication and Community Engagement (CCE) initiative, which aims to 
organise a collective service for communications and community engagement. The articles in this 
edition take stock of efforts to implement this initiative. 
 
Drawing on lessons from 23 Peer 2 Peer Support missions, Alice Chatelet and Meg Sattler look at 
what’s needed to integrate CCE into the humanitarian architecture. Viviane Lucia Fluck and Dustin 
Barter discuss the institutional and practical barriers to implementing community feedback 
mechanisms. Bronwyn Russel analyses the performance of the Nepal inter-agency common feedback 
project; Justus Olielo and Charles-Antoine Hofmann outline the challenges of establishing common 
services in Yemen; and Gil Francis Arevalo reports on community engagement in preparedness and 
response in the Philippines. Ian McClelland and Frances Hill discuss emerging findings from a strategic 
partnership in the Philippines between the Humanitarian Innovation Fund and the Asian Disaster 
Reduction and Response Network. 
 
Charlotte Lancaster describes how call centres in Afghanistan and Iraq are enhancing two-way 
communication with crisis-affected people. Mia Marzotto from Translators without Borders reflects on 
the importance of language and translation in communication and community engagement, and 
Ombretta Baggio and colleagues report on efforts to bring community perspectives into decision-
making during an Ebola outbreak in the Democratic Republic of Congo. Ayo Degett highlights emerging 
findings from a Danish Refugee Council project on participation in humanitarian settings, and Jeff 
Carmel and Nick van Praag report on the Listen Learn Act (LLA) project. Geneviève Cyvoct and 
Alexandra T. Warner write on an innovative common platform to track the views of affected people in 
Chad. The edition ends with an article by Stewart Davies on collective accountability in the response to 
the Central Sulawesi earthquake. 
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Original Research Articles 
A comparative study on women empowerment in urban and rural setting in Tamil Nadu  
P. Saravanakumar, J. Elizabeth Varakumari  
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Article 
Regime change and cultural heritage protection, a matter of state security 
Laura Demeter 
Pages: 522-535 
Published online: 31 Jul 2018 
Abstract 
In the course of the second half of the twentieth century, the consolidation of the institutional and 
normative framework in heritage protection and preservation was marked by continuity in Western 
European societies. This meant that heritage lists, and in particular, the values for which assets had 
been listed, were not subjected to major changes or revisions. However, in 1989, this opportunity was 
provided to former socialist European countries once their regimes had become obsolete. In this 
context, not only was history reassessed but opportunities emerged that allowed the opening of a new 
chapter in the politics of heritage preservation. The current paper discusses the continuities and 
discontinuities of heritage legitimisation following the dismissal of the communist regime in Romania. 
In particular, it focuses on the impact of the historical break of 1989, as well as the transition, on the 
heritage evaluation and listing processes. The role of the state in these processes will be questioned 
against the background of a fragile institutional and normative framework. 
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Treating Latent Tuberculosis Infection in Newly Arriving Refugees: An Advanced Practice 
Nurse Initiative at the University of Louisville Global Health Center 
Linda Goss, Dawn Balcom, Karen Mutsch, Ruth Carrico, and Rahel Bosson 
 
Review Articles 
Addressing Occupational Deprivation in Refugees: A Scoping Review 
Shan M. Siddiqui, Eman Said, Briana Hanna, Natasha H. Patel, Evelyn L. Gonzalez, Savanna L. Garrett, 
Claudia L. Hilton, and Karen Aranha 
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The Lancet 
Mar 23, 2019  Volume 393Number 10177p1177-1260, e35 
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/issue/current 
Editorial 
Venezuelans' right to health crumbles amid political crisis 
The Lancet 
The rising prosperity of Venezuela during the 20th century helped to consolidate gains in health 
outcomes made over decades. Now, a country rich in natural resources is submerged in a complex 
humanitarian emergency due to the politico-economic crisis that started in 2008, progressively 
destroying the health-care system. 
 
In this issue, Page and colleagues discuss the current situation in Venezuela and explain how the crisis 
has threatened the nation's public health, resulting in increases in morbidity and mortality. The authors 
also report on the observations they made when visiting the Venezuelan borders with Colombia and 
Brazil, where the movement of Venezuelan migrants has already resulted in a strain on both countries' 
health-care systems. Another worrying implication of the movement of migrants into neighbouring 
countries is the quick dissemination of infectious diseases, such as malaria and Chagas. A Review in 
The Lancet Infectious Diseases analysed the return of vector-borne diseases and the implications for 
spillover in the region. For example, the number of malaria cases increased by 359% between 2000 
and 2015, and by a further 71% in 2017 (411 586 cases). Dengue incidence increased by more than 
four times between 1990 and 2016. These epidemics are exacerbated by the decline in public health 
programmes, such as childhood immunisation, insufficient potable water, and poor sanitation 
conditions. 
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In 2018, 82% of people in Venezuela (about 28·5 million people) and 75% of health centres around 
the country did not have a continuous supply of water, according to a report on the right to water 
published by five Venezuelan non-governmental organisations (NGOs). Running water is provided 
sporadically (in some areas this can be once every 20 days) and the water that does reach the 
population is of poor quality or not potable. To aggravate the situation, shortages of electricity have 
been recurrently reported over more than 3 months and have culminated in a widespread blackout 
between March 7 and March 11, leaving homes and hospitals in the dark. Failures in the electricity 
supply system were reported as causing the death of 79 patients between Nov 16, 2018, and Feb 9, 
2019, in the 40 main hospitals of the country. These data are from a national survey, Encuesta 
Nacional de los Hospitales 2019 which also notes that 1557 patients died because of insufficient 
hospital supplies. The medical NGO that published these data explained that these are conservative 
estimates as many deaths are not reported. 
 
In the meantime, hyperinflation (estimated by the International Monetary Fund to be at 10 million % in 
2019) puts the cost of daily food out of reach for nine in ten Venezuelans, according to the ENCOVI 
(Living Conditions survey) 2017. The food crisis is further exacerbated by absence of food diversity and 
collapse of food infrastructure (production, distribution, and access to food). As a result, between 2016 
and 2018, the proportion of the population that is undernourished increased from 5% to 12%, 
according to a report on the right to food published by three Venezuelan NGOs. Poor nutrition between 
conception and 2 years of age is threatening the physical, mental, and social development of new 
generations. Venezuela is the only country in Latin America showing a deterioration in child survival 
back to the levels of the 1990s. According to estimates in a recent study in The Lancet Global Health, 
the infant mortality rate reached 21·1 deaths per 1000 livebirths in 2016, almost 40% higher than in 
2008. 
Vowing to improve the situation, on March 1, the UN security council voted on two resolutions related 
to Venezuela but failed to pass either of them because the USA, Russia, and China clashed over the 
issue. The USA recognises Juan Guaido, leader of the National Assembly, as the country's president, 
whereas China and Russia continue to recognise Nicolás Maduro as leader of the country. While the 
divisive debate regarding last year's disputed presidential elections continues to rage, Venezuela is 
struggling with hunger and preventable diseases. 
 
As we went to press, a UN team was visiting the country on an official human rights mission following 
a surprising invitation from Maduro, who has been reluctant to accept humanitarian aid. There is hope 
that Maduro will be transparent with the UN team and allow them to observe the true complexity of the 
situation. The UN human rights team is also scheduled to speak with members of Guaido's party. 
Whatever the outcome of the UN's mission, the urgent implementation of effective measures to 
facilitate the coordinated international response to the Venezuelans' plight cannot come soon enough. 
The right to health and to food cannot be politicised and the international community is failing if these 
universal rights are not restored in Venezuela. 
 
On the question of water: a matter of life and death 
The Lancet 
The theme of this year's World Water Day on March 22—Leaving No One Behind—is a commitment to 
those who are disproportionately affected by insufficient access to safe water, such as women, 
children, refugees, and socioeconomically marginalised people. The urgency of this task is cemented in 
Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 6—to ensure the availability and sustainable management of 
water, the provision of adequate and equitable sanitation and hygiene, and cessation of open 
defecation by 2030. The staggering number of people for whom safe water trickles in insufficient 
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quantity and quality—2 billion according to the UN—begs the question of how such a target could ever 
be reached. According to the UN, voices of marginalised people must be heard in decision making 
processes. 
 
In India, the need to achieve SDG 6 is acute. In 2014, 40% of the population relied on open 
defecation, poor sanitation was linked to one in ten deaths, and diarrhoea was a major killer of young 
children. When Prime Minister Narendra Modi came to power in 2014, he vowed to provide clean water 
and improve sanitation for the 1·34 billion population. He introduced the Swachh Bharat (Clean India) 
Mission, key elements of which were to construct 111 million toilets and end open defecation by the 
150th anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi's birth in October this year. But, as V R Raman and colleagues 
explain in this week's issue, large parts of the population are clearly being left behind: open defecation 
remains widely present, caused in part by incredibly inadequate and unsafe access to sanitation and 
toilets. Although a national survey reported that 96·5% of those with access to toilets use them, an 
unacceptable number of Indian citizens do not have access to basic hygiene and sanitation—a human 
right to ensure health and dignity. 
 
“On the question of water…It's quite simply a matter of life and death”—said Michael Møller, UN 
Director-General, at the first World Summit on Leaving No One Behind in February, 2019. Innovative 
solutions in water and sanitation delivery are the way forward. In India, as in many other parts of the 
world, people will continue to be left behind unless these solutions are sustainable, culturally 
competent, safe, and convenient. 
 
Review 
Venezuela's public health crisis: a regional emergency 
Kathleen R Page, Shannon Doocy, Feliciano Reyna Ganteaume, Julio S Castro, Paul Spiegel, 
Chris Beyrer 
Summary  
The economic crisis in Venezuela has eroded the country's health-care infrastructure and threatened 
the public health of its people. Shortages in medications, health supplies, interruptions of basic utilities 
at health-care facilities, and the emigration of health-care workers have led to a progressive decline in 
the operational capacity of health care. The effect of the crisis on public health has been difficult to 
quantify since the Venezuelan Ministry of Health stopped publishing crucial public health statistics in 
2016. We prepared a synthesis of health information, beyond what is available from other sources, and 
scholarly discussion of engagement strategies for the international community. Data were identified 
through searches in MEDLINE, PubMed, and the grey literature, through references from relevant 
articles, and governmental and non-governmental reports, and publicly available databases. Articles 
published in English and Spanish until Dec 1, 2018, were included. Over the past decade, public health 
measures in Venezuela have substantially declined. From 2012 to 2016, infant deaths increased by 
63% and maternal mortality more than doubled. Since 2016, outbreaks of the vaccine-preventable 
diseases measles and diphtheria have spread throughout the region. From 2016 to 2017, Venezuela 
had the largest rate of increase of malaria in the world, and in 2015, tuberculosis rates were the 
highest in the country in 40 years. Between 2017 and 2018, most patients who were infected with HIV 
interrupted therapy because of a lack of medications. The Venezuelan economic crisis has shattered 
the health-care system and resulted in rising morbidity and mortality. Outbreaks and expanding 
epidemics of infectious diseases associated with declines in basic public health services are threatening 
the health of the country and the region.  
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Policy Points 
:: Securing access to pathogen samples for research purposes is crucial for pandemic preparedness 
and responding to infectious disease outbreaks. 
:: The Pandemic Influenza Preparedness Framework (PIP Framework) is the only pathogen‐specific 
international access and benefit‐sharing (ABS) instrument.  
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: This analysis reveals that during an influenza pandemic, the PIP Framework will safeguard access to 
virus samples but may not be as effective in delivering the associated benefits, like vaccines and 
antivirals, to countries in need. 
:: The PIP Framework's deficiencies must be addressed before an influenza pandemic and before this 
ABS model is extended to other human pathogens. 
 
Service Delivery Models to Maximize Quality of Life for Older People at the End of Life: A 
Rapid Review 
CATHERINE J. EVANS et al 
Pages: 113-175 
First Published: 18 March 2019 
Policy Points 
:: We identified two overarching classifications of integrated geriatric and palliative care to maximize 
older people's quality of life at the end of life. Both are oriented to person‐centered care, but with 
differing emphasis on either function or symptoms and concerns. 
:: Policymakers should both improve access to palliative care beyond just the last months of life and 
increase geriatric care provision to maintain and optimize function. This would ensure that continuity 
and coordination for potentially complex care needs across the continuum of late life would be 
maintained, where the demarcation of boundaries between healthy aging and healthy dying become 
increasingly blurred. 
:: Our findings highlight the urgent need for health system change to improve end‐of‐life care as part 
of universal health coverage. The use of health services should be informed by the likelihood of 
benefits and intended outcomes rather than on prognosis. 
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Scientists rise up against statistical significance  
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Robert P. Crease harks back to the shapers of our scientific infrastructure and what they can tell us 
about how to handle the threat we now face. 
Robert P. Crease 
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use the company’s supply-chain expertise to deliver medicines in Africa. 
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Research Note 
Measuring Growth of the Nonprofit Sector: The Choice of Indicator Matters 
Astrid Pennerstorfer, Alasdair C. Rutherford 
First Published December 26, 2018; pp. 440–456 
Preview 
Interestingly, although many authors consent that nonprofit organizations and the nonprofit sector 
have grown in many countries, there is little discussion of how to best measure this growth. Looking at 
the broad universe of nonprofit organizations, there is no single measure that is relevant for the whole 
sector and captures changes adequately. This article gives an overview of commonly-used growth 
measures in the existing nonprofit literature and discusses the informative value of the various 
measures. Using Austrian and Scottish time-series data, we present an empirical example of how the 
growth story of the nonprofit sector can change depending on the measures used. The correlations 
between measures such as the number of organizations, income/expenditures, and assets are 
particularly small. We recommend that researchers measuring the growth of the nonprofit sector 
should be clear about the properties of their selected measure, and where possible should present 
alternative measures in their analysis. 
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   … Since April 19 of this year, a crisis of ungovernability exploded, seemingly overnight. 
Unprecedented acts of government violence and repression have led to a widespread human rights 
crisis with disastrous repercussions for the society, particularly in the economic, educational, and health 
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sectors. Close to 300 doctors and medical professionals have been arbitrarily fired by Daniel Ortega’s 
government in reprisal for speaking out against government oppression, refusing to attend government 
mandated marches, and, most importantly, for treating those wounded by government official and 
extra-official forces, including paid gangs and paramilitaries. Some of those doctors were specialists in 
areas such as NTDs. 
   Years of abuse by an increasingly oppressive regime have gradually crushed all democratic 
institutions and provided the kindling for what has become a nationwide inferno, sparked by the 
government’s violent response to peaceful student protests against social security reforms. For the past 
eight months, government repression has been responsible for illegal detentions; extrajudicial 
executions; disappearances; cruel and degrading treatment of detainees including torture; censorship 
of the press; and threats, physical attacks, and imprisonment of medical professionals. According to 
multiple Nicaraguan and international human rights organizations (including Inter American 
Commission on Human Rights [IACHR], Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human 
Rights, Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch, International Federation of Human Rights, and 
others), the Nicaraguan government, police, and paramilitary forces are responsible for the violence. 
The current death toll ranges between 300 and 500 with thousands wounded; there are close to 300 
political prisoners and an uncertain number of citizens who have disappeared [1]. 
   The Nicaraguan government’s response to peaceful civilian protests violates multilateral obligations 
under international law, including the American Convention on Human Rights and the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, guaranteeing right to life, liberty, freedom of speech, and free 
assembly… 
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Significance 
The rapid proliferation of information and communication technologies in economic, political, and social 
life has led to an increasing demand for computing professionals worldwide. It has also seen a 
corresponding expansion in undergraduate computer science (CS) programs. However, despite rapid 
increases in the quantity of CS graduates, little is known about their quality. In particular, little is 
known about the major-specific competencies, knowledge, and skills of CS graduates from different 
countries, types of programs, and backgrounds. Such evidence can ultimately inform employers 
seeking to hire qualified computing professionals within a globally competitive labor market, as well as 
policymakers and administrators seeking to improve the quality and diversity of CS programs in an 
international context. 
Abstract 
We assess and compare computer science skills among final-year computer science undergraduates 
(seniors) in four major economic and political powers that produce approximately half of the science, 
technology, engineering, and mathematics graduates in the world. We find that seniors in the United 
States substantially outperform seniors in China, India, and Russia by 0.76–0.88 SDs and score 
comparably with seniors in elite institutions in these countries. Seniors in elite institutions in the United 
States further outperform seniors in elite institutions in China, India, and Russia by ∼0.85 SDs. The 

skills advantage of the United States is not because it has a large proportion of high-scoring 
international students. Finally, males score consistently but only moderately higher (0.16–0.41 SDs) 
than females within all four countries. 
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Science22 Mar 2019 : 1287-1289 Restricted Access 
Emerging vulnerabilities demand new conversations 
Summary 
With public and academic attention increasingly focused on the new role of machine learning in the 
health information economy, an unusual and no-longer-esoteric category of vulnerabilities in machine-
learning systems could prove important. These vulnerabilities allow a small, carefully designed change 
in how inputs are presented to a system to completely alter its output, causing it to confidently arrive 
at manifestly wrong conclusions. These advanced techniques to subvert otherwise-reliable machine-
learning systems—so-called adversarial attacks—have, to date, been of interest primarily to computer 
science researchers (1). However, the landscape of often-competing interests within health care, and 
billions of dollars at stake in systems' outputs, implies considerable problems. We outline motivations 
that various players in the health care system may have to use adversarial attacks and begin a 
discussion of what to do about them. Far from discouraging continued innovation with medical machine 
learning, we call for active engagement of medical, technical, legal, and ethical experts in pursuit of 
efficient, broadly available, and effective health care that machine learning will enable. 
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Child Sexual Abuse: Toward a Conceptual Model and Definition 
Ben Mathews, Delphine Collin-Vézina 
Preview 
The problem of defining “child sexual abuse” (CSA), and the need to define this concept, has been 
recognized by major policy bodies and leading researchers since the 1970s. Recent demands for a 
more theoretically robust, explicit definition of CSA show this challenge remains urgent. In this article, 
we identify problems caused by variance in definitions of CSA for five domains: research and 
knowledge formation, legal frameworks and principles, prevention efforts, policy responses, and the 
establishment of social norms. We review and analyze definitions used in leading international 
epidemiological studies, national and international policy documents, social science literature, and legal 
systems in the United States, Canada, and Australia to demonstrate the continuing use of different 
concepts of CSA and identify key areas of conceptual disagreement. Informed by our literature review, 
we use a methodology of conceptual analysis to develop a conceptual model of CSA. The purpose of 
this model is to propose a more robust, theoretically sound concept of CSA, which clarifies its defining 
characteristics and distinguishes it from other concepts. Finally, we provide operational examples of the 
conceptual model to indicate how it would translate to a classificatory framework of typologies of acts 
and experiences. A sound conceptual model and classificatory system offers the prospect of more 
appropriate and effective methods of research, response, regulation, and prevention. While total 
consensus is unattainable, this analysis may assist in developing understanding and advancing more 
coherent approaches to the conceptual foundation of CSA and its operationalization. 
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New Technologies: Where to? 
   This issue focuses on new technologies and their potential benefits for humanity as well as their 
expanding use in advancing the 2030 Agenda. It explores the promise of our digital age, while posing 
important questions about where these technologies are leading us, and how their misuse could also 
lead to increased inequality and conflict.   
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World Heritage Review  
http://whc.unesco.org/en/review/90/ 
World Heritage n°90 - January 2019  
World Heritage Success Stories  
   The World Heritage Convention is a legal tool. In adhering to it, countries commit to protect heritage 
within their borders and to refrain from any deliberate measures that might damage directly or 
indirectly the cultural and natural heritage of the territory of other States Parties to this Convention. 
   The true measure of the Convention is the effectiveness of its implementation. It is the concrete 
results that matter, for the sites and for the people who live in or near them. When there are positive 
results at one World Heritage property, all countries that are party to the Convention can benefit from 
this success. 
   In this issue, we look at specific cases of actions at World Heritage sites that have benefited and 
improved their state of conservation… 
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