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:: Week in Review  
A highly selective capture of strategic developments, research, commentary, analysis and 
announcements spanning Human Rights Action, Humanitarian Response, Health, Education, Holistic 
Development, Heritage Stewardship, Sustainable Resilience. Achieving a balance across these broad 
themes is a challenge and we appreciate your observations and ideas in this regard. This is not 
intended to be a "news and events" digest. 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Governance – Attacks on Parliamentarians 
 
IPU acts on record number of human rights abuses against MPs in 2018 
Inter-Parliamentary Union –  178 Member Parliaments and 12 Associate Members 
6 December 2018 
The IPU Committee on the Human Rights of Parliamentarians has announced the highest number of 
human rights violations against MPs on its books since it was established 40 years ago. The Committee 
treated 564 cases of parliamentarians from 43 countries in 2018. This is almost double the figure from 
five years ago. Most of the cases concern opposition MPs from the Americas and Asia. 
 
The IPU Committee is the only international complaints mechanism with the mandate to defend the 
human rights of persecuted parliamentarians. Its work includes mobilizing the international 
parliamentary community to support threatened MPs, lobbying closely national authorities, and sending 
trial observers. The Committee is made up of 10 parliamentarians, representing the major regions of 
the world, and elected by their peers for a mandate of five years. Every year, on the occasion of 
Human Rights Day on 10 December, the Committee publishes a map of the state of MPs’ human rights 
in the world. 
 
Gabriela Cuevas, IPU President, said “A violation of the human rights of parliamentarians is a clear 
threat to democracy. As parliamentarians we have to defend liberties, freedom, and human rights for 
all people. That is why a violation of the human rights of MPs is a clear signal that something isn’t 
working in a democratic country. Parliamentarians need to be able to fulfil their mandates unhindered 
to represent properly the people who elected them.”… 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Governance – International Cooperation 
 
Age of Ingenuity: Reimagining 21st Century International Cooperation 
Christine Lagarde — Managing Director — International Monetary Fund  
December 4, 2018 
Eighth Henry A. Kissinger Lecture — Library of Congress  
Washington, DC  
[Excerpt] 
II. The Next Chapter: How to Reimagine International Cooperation  

https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases/2018-12/ipu-acts-record-number-human-rights-abuses-against-mps-in-2018
https://www.ipu.org/about-us/structure/governing-council/committee-human-rights-parliamentarians
https://www.ipu.org/file/5983/download?token=Wz4y7FMV
https://www.ipu.org/file/5983/download?token=Wz4y7FMV
https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2018/12/04/sp120418-md-kissinger-speech


   

  

I believe that this next year, 2019, can be another turning point in our journey — a moment when the 
world delivers a new burst of creativity in solving our shared challenges.  
 
We can draw inspiration from our surroundings. Inscribed on the walls above us are the words of the 
poet Edward Young, “They build too low, those who build beneath the stars.”  
 
Imagine what the world might look like if we fail to build and adapt: We could live in an Age of 
Anger. 
 
By 2040, inequality could surpass the levels of the Gilded Age. Strong tech monopolies and weak 
governments with ineffective domestic policies could make it impossible for start-ups and 
entrepreneurs to succeed. Health breakthroughs could allow the richest to live past 120, while millions 
of others suffer from extreme poverty and disease. Social media would bombard the “left-behind” 
population, underscoring the disparity between their reality and the possibility of a better life. The 
aspiration gap fuels resentment and anger. Trust between nations breaks down. The world would be 
more interconnected digitally, but less connected in every other way. International cooperation for 
mutual benefit would be a concept studied in libraries like this one, but rarely practiced on 
the world stage, due to the supremacy of national interests and a singular focus on 
domestic policies. To borrow from Dr. Kissinger in his book World Order, we might be, 
“facing a period in which forces beyond the restraints of any order determine the future.”  
 
That is a very dystopian scenario, isn’t it? But I do not believe it is our destiny. Neither does Dr. 
Kissinger, by the way. We have overcome existential threats before and can do so again. Think of the 
world if we make 2019 the start of a different kind of “AI” — an Age of Ingenuity. This 
would be a future fueled by creativity and cooperation:  
 
By 2040, we would see flourishing economies predominantly running on renewable energy. Women 
would be fully empowered in the workforce, proving to be an economic and social game-changer. New 
pension systems and health care portability would reflect the changing nature of work in the digital 
economy. Corporations would embrace social responsibility as part of their business models. 
Technological wizardry could save lives and create millions of jobs. We would see an end to mass 
migration. Trade would expand across the world and peaceful co-existence between nations would 
prevail.  
 
Am I being too optimistic? I have to be optimistic. I am thinking of the world my grandchildren will 
inherit. But it does present us with a fundamental choice: stand still and watch discord and discontent 
bubble over into conflict; or move forward, reimagine the way nations work together, and build 
prosperity and peace.  
 
What does this mean in practice? It means countries working together to put people at the 
center of all of our efforts — focusing on real results that improve lives. It also means 
governments and institutions being more transparent and accountable — which includes 
listening to more diverse voices. It means ensuring that economic benefits of globalization 
are shared by the many, not just the few.  
 
I have called this the “new multilateralism.” You might call it common sense.  
 



   

  

Let me be very clear here: Good international cooperation cannot substitute for good domestic policy. 
Of course, individual countries have a responsibility for the well-being of their citizens. In fact, strong 
domestic policies can form the foundation for effective international cooperation. And in our modern 
world, there are some issues that can only be addressed through international cooperation.  
 
I want to discuss four such issues in that respect, tonight. To be successful in each, we will need 
the creativity and vision of the IMF’s 189-member countries, including our founding member — the 
United States.  
 
a. Keys to the Age of Ingenuity  
First, trade. I have been saying for some time now that we need to “fix the system.” More recently I 
have been urging countries to “de-escalate” trade tensions. It was encouraging to see progress on this 
front at the G20 over the weekend. Now we must continue the de-escalation, while at the same time 
improving the trading system for the future. This would include eliminating distortionary subsidies, 
whichever form and color they take. It would also mean protecting intellectual property rights without 
stifling innovation and getting rid of rents . New trade agreements could unleash the potential of e-
commerce and trade in services. I should stress that better macroeconomic policies would reduce the 
external imbalances — including trade surpluses and deficits — that have been the backdrop for rising 
trade tensions. All of this is critical because trade lifts productivity and accelerates innovation.  
 
My second issue where we need more cooperation: international taxation. Companies now 
have a world-wide presence, but governments have not figured out a world-wide answer on tax. Right 
now, too many tax dollars are left on the table thanks to tax optimization and the bad kind of 
creativity. So countries need to work closely together to collect what is owed and avoid a tax race to 
the bottom. They can close the loopholes that lead to what is called base erosion and profit shifting. 
The IMF is working with our partners, so our members can share best practices and devise regulations 
for a digital economy in which many companies have no single established base of operations. Why the 
need for this revenue? Because all countries should be investing in their future. Public and private 
funding working together can strengthen infrastructure, improve education, and prepare all of us to 
adjust to the technological transformation on our doorstep.  
 
My third issue: our climate. From the recent major hurricanes in the Caribbean to the wildfires in 
California, the dangerous effects of climate change are becoming more tangible by the day. A new US 
government study shows that the economic impact from climate change could significantly reduce 
America’s GDP in the coming decades. The collaborative agreement reached in Paris in 2015 is the best 
toolbox we have to start fixing this planetary challenge and move towards a zero-carbon economy. It 
also reflects the ideas that I have highlighted tonight — creativity, visionary thinking, and a global 
commitment to the common good that serves self-interest. This is a matter of survival for our children 
and grandchildren.  
 
Now each of these issues — trade, tax, climate — is worthy of its own Kissinger Lecture. But there is 
one issue that I believe is the bedrock for progress nearly everywhere else. That is why the fourth 
and final area I want to discuss is good governance, free from the shackles of corruption. 
The simple fact is that without confidence in our institutions, none of the change we seek will be 
possible. So, let me focus on this briefly.  
 
b. Fighting Corruption, Promoting Good Governance  



   

  

Why is corruption so corrosive? Because when people start believing the economy no longer works for 
them, they start disconnecting from society. Corruption saps economic vitality and siphons off 
desperately needed resources. The money diverted from education or health care perpetuates 
inequality and limits the possibility of a better life. T he annual cost of bribery alone is over 1.5 trillion 
dollars — roughly two percent of global GDP. [2]  
 
Millennials feel the problem acutely. A recent survey of global youth revealed that young people 
identify corruption — not jobs, not lack of education — as the most pressing concern in their own 
countries. [3]  
 
There is wisdom in this insight — because corruption is a root cause of many of the economic injustices 
young men and women feel every day.  
 
That is why the IMF, with the support of all our membership, is scrutinizing anew the impact of 
corruption on a country’s macroeconomic health. So far, we have worked with over 110 countries on 
improving their efforts to tackle money laundering and terrorist financing.  
 
And this is only a small part of the wider work needed to promote good governance. Investing in 
institutions is indispensable, as is persistence to verify that institutions actually deliver.  
 
Here is the fundamental point: Corruption is a cancer that does not recognize borders.  
 
Think of how fintech is changing the economic game. New innovations — including cryptocurrency — 
can be used by cyber-criminals to funnel illicit financial flows and fund illegal activities worldwide. This 
is not one nation’s problem or within one nation’s power to resolve. It can only be fixed through cross-
border collaboration.  
 
But it is something fixable. The same innovations that create cross-border challenges can also be used 
to help us fight back. Through biometrics, blockchain, and more we can find creative ways to build a 
better, safer system for the long-term. Governments can and must work with the world’s best 
engineers to build stronger cyber security systems that protect people’s bank accounts and their well-
being. This is a common good we must choose to support.  
…  
If we take on the challenge of corruption, it can be a model for cooperation in each of the areas I have 
raised tonight. It can be the sign that “the brotherhood of man,” as Keynes called it, is ready once 
again to meet the call of history. Except this time, women will play a starring role!  
 
This is how we start restoring trust, the most precious and in-demand commodity in our society.  
This is how we begin to adapt once more and reimagine international cooperation.  
This is how by working together, we can create the Age of Ingenuity.  
 
Conclusion  
Now, before I conclude, there is one thing left to do. I began my remarks by mentioning that 
December 4th was an important date. Has anyone guessed the significance?  
 
On December 4th, 1918, one hundred years ago to the day, President Woodrow Wilson set sail for 
France to help negotiate what he hoped would be a lasting peace. He became the first sitting US 

https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2018/12/04/sp120418-md-kissinger-speech#_edn2
https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2018/12/04/sp120418-md-kissinger-speech#_edn3


   

  

President to travel to Europe. In some ways, we can trace the origins of creativity and visionary 
thinking in US foreign policy to this date .  
 
It is a humbling reminder that our plans do not always work out as intended. But it is also a signal that 
we must try and try again to overcome.  
 
We must build on what worked, change what does not, and continually evolve, improve, and imagine a 
better future for all people. It was the vision that inspired the leaders of this country. It must be the 
mission that will guide all of us in the days ahead.  
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Humanitarian Response – Cash Assistance 
 
Statement from the Principals of OCHA, UNHCR, WFP and UNICEF on cash assistance 
05 December 2018 
We, the Principals of OCHA, UNHCR, WFP and UNICEF have, in recent months, continued to engage in 
discussions on cash-based assistance as one of the most significant reforms in humanitarian assistance 
in recent years, one that helps us to better serve affected populations in a principled and dignified 
manner and gives them a greater decision-making role in their own lives interrupted by conflict and 
natural disasters. We recognize the need to improve complementarities between our mutual efforts in 
the field, create synergies and ensure that affected populations receive the best assistance and 
services in a cost-effective manner. We recognize the primary role of governments in supporting 
vulnerable populations and will build on, utilize and leverage existing government systems, whenever 
possible. With this in mind, UNHCR, UNICEF and WFP, as operational agencies delivering cash 
programmes alongside other forms of assistance, and OCHA agree on the following: 
 
   a) We reaffirm our commitment to provide cash (for food, non-food items and access to services and 
other support) through a common cash system in crises globally. We are committed to secure and fully 
realize the efficiency and effectiveness gains that cash assistance presents and to avoid parallel 
systems amongst operational agencies or the duplication of financial instruments. 
 
   b) Our priority is for cash transfers to be delivered to vulnerable populations in ways that are simple, 
safe and easily accessible for the recipient and maximize the value of the assistance they receive. Each 
person identified for cash support should be able to access humanitarian assistance from operational 
agencies through a common cash system. 
 
   c) This common cash system is collaborative, inclusive and builds on a single transfer mechanism 
approach and joint cash programming - from needs assessment to monitoring. It can be deployed in 
most settings, and is based on the identification of ‘shared business needs’ across agencies. The 
system will be ‘collectively owned, jointly governed and have clear and predictable roles, 
responsibilities and arrangements and will be available to multiple partners (including partners outside 
the UN). The governance of the system needs to give everyone confidence that costs are covered but 
no surplus or “profit” is generated. 
 
   d) Based on data protection principles, operational agencies will harmonize their data management 
approach through interoperable data systems and data sharing agreements, with the objective to move 

https://reliefweb.int/node/2902508


   

  

towards a common data management and tracking system based on common beneficiary lists and easy 
access to beneficiary identification, thereby avoiding duplication. 
 
   e) This common cash system will also encompass joint cash feasibility assessment, coordinated 
targeting of beneficiaries, a single transfer mechanism, joint post-distribution monitoring and pursuing 
accountability to affected populations through agreed complaints and feedback mechanisms. 
 
   f) Finally, we recognize that the design and delivery of cash assistance is further enhanced when 
other national and international actors with complementary expertise are engaged. We will collaborate 
in a manner that supports the primary role of governments and also engages operational actors 
providing cash assistance, including other humanitarian agencies and organizations, the World Bank, 
cash assistance networks and alliances, the private sector, and donors on this agenda. 
 
We look forward to taking this discussion forward within the wider humanitarian system in the coming 
months and in line with action plan that has been developed. 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Development – Disabilities and the SDGs 
 
The UN Flagship Report on Disability and Development 2018 – Realizing the SDGs by, for 
and with persons with disabilities 
UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs 
2018 :: 390 pages 
Executive Summary [ Excerpts] 
This report represents the first UN systemwide effort to examine disability and the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development at the global level. The 
report reviews data, policies and programmes and identifies good practices; and uses the evidence it 
reviewed to outline recommended actions to promote the realization of the SDGs for persons with 
disabilities… 
 
The report covers new areas for which no global research was previously available, for example, the 
role of access to energy to enable persons with disabilities to use assistive technology. It also contains 
the first global compilation and analysis of internationally comparable data using the Washington Group 
on Disability Statistics short set of questions…. 
 
The report shows that despite the progress made in recent years, persons with disabilities continue to 
face numerous barriers to their full inclusion and participation in the life of their communities. It sheds 
light on their disproportionate levels of poverty, their lack of access to education, health services, 
employment, their under-representation in decision-making and political participation. This is 
particularly the case for women and girls with disabilities. Main barriers to inclusion entail discrimination 
and stigma on the ground of disability, lack of accessibility to physical and virtual environments, lack of 
access to assistive technology, essential services, rehabilitation and support for independent living that 
are critical for the full and equal participation of persons with disabilities as agents of change and 
beneficiaries of development. Data and statistics compiled and analysed in the present report indicate 
that persons with disabilities are not yet sufficiently included in the implementation, monitoring and 
evaluation of the SDGs… 

https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/publication-disability-sdgs.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/publication-disability-sdgs.html


   

  

 
Media Release 
First-ever UN report on disability and development, illustrates inclusion gaps 
3 December 2018, New York  
   The United Nations launched its first-ever flagship report on disability and development on Monday; 
published by, for, and with, persons with disabilities, in the hopes of fostering more accessible, and 
disability-inclusive societies…Secretary-General António Guterres said the report “shows that people 
with disabilities are at a disadvantage” regarding most SDGs, “but also highlights the growing number 
of good practices that can create a more inclusive society in which they can live independently.”’ 
 
“In many societies, persons with disabilities often end up disconnected, living in isolation and facing 
discrimination,” he said, highlighting that more than one billion people in the world live with some form 
of disability. 
 
The report demonstrates how disability-based discrimination has severe effects on transport, cultural 
life, and access to public places and services, and thus, the report leads with a push to change urban 
environments to make them more accessible. 
 
The above challenges often go unseen as a result of insufficient questions relevant to disability, and 
consequently, an underestimation of the number of persons living with disabilities and affected by 
discrimination, and other barriers… 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Digital Identity – Privacy/Protection 
 
World Bank Group Launches Innovation Challenge to Strengthen Data Privacy and 
Empower the World’s ‘Invisible Billion’ 
One billion people are unable to prove their identity, which can exclude them from economic 
opportunities and vital services such as education and healthcare  
Washington, D.C., December 7th, 2018 –The World Bank Group’s Identification for Development 
(ID4D) initiative announced the launch of the Mission Billion Challenge to make the ‘invisible billion’ – 
the number of people who still cannot prove who they are –, visible. Mission Billion will crowdsource 
innovative solutions to strengthen data privacy in digital identification systems and empower users to 
have greater control of their personal data. The Challenge offers cash prizes totaling US$100,000 with 
the top prize of US$50,000 for the most promising solutions that enhance trust and protect personal 
data from being misused or compromised. 
 
Despite significant progress in recent years, one billion people are still unable to prove their identity, 
and many more have forms of identification that cannot be reliably verified or authenticated. In the 
digital age, the lack of trusted identification often results in exclusion from economic opportunities, and 
social and political rights. The poorest and most vulnerable often face the highest risk of being 
excluded and there is a significant gender gap with nearly one in two women in low-income countries 
lacking an ID. Without a secure and trusted way to prove their identity, people struggle to open a bank 
account, enroll in school, access health and social services, or obtain a mobile phone. 
 

https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/social/report-on-disability-and-development.html
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2018/12/07/world-bank-group-launches-innovation-challenge-to-strengthen-data-privacy-and-empower-the-worlds-invisible-billion
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2018/12/07/world-bank-group-launches-innovation-challenge-to-strengthen-data-privacy-and-empower-the-worlds-invisible-billion
http://id4d.worldbank.org/
http://id4d.worldbank.org/
http://id4d.worldbank.org/missionbillion
http://pubdocs.worldbank.org/en/953621531854471275/ID4D-FINDEX-Note-Release2018.pdf
http://pubdocs.worldbank.org/en/953621531854471275/ID4D-FINDEX-Note-Release2018.pdf


   

  

“Digital identification systems can play a transformational role across key areas such as financial 
inclusion, access to services and social safety nets, and effective humanitarian response. Yet this can 
also create important privacy challenges,” said Makhtar Diop, Vice President for Infrastructure, World 
Bank. “The Mission Billion Challenge offers an exciting opportunity to tap into the most creative minds 
to help us design digital identification systems to enhance data protection and empower people with 
greater control over their personal data.” 
 
The Mission Billion Challenge seeks new, practical ideas for ‘privacy by design’ features that can be 
embedded into digital identification systems to address the potential risks that arise from collecting, 
using and managing personal data such as data protection and cybersecurity challenges.   
 
Strengthening trust of these systems and empowering people to have greater control over their 
personal data is vital to closing the identification gap. The importance of data privacy is highlighted in 
the Principles on Identification for Sustainable Development, which have been signed onto by 24 
international organizations and development partners as being fundamental to maximizing the benefits 
of digital identification systems.    
 
Alongside this Challenge, the WBG’s ID4D Initiative is working to support approximately 40 countries 
on other critical features of ‘Good ID’, including developing legal frameworks that promote trust in 
digital identification systems, the use of technical standards to facilitate interoperability and avoid 
vendor and technology lock-in, and adoption of inclusive approaches. 
 
The Challenge is supported by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, the Australian Government, 
Omidyar Network, in collaboration with the World Economic Forum. Mission Billion will be powered by 
the MIT Solve platform, an initiative of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology that uses open 
innovation and crowdsourcing to solve global challenges. Through MIT’s award-winning platform, 
innovators and organizations, wherever they are in the world, can submit their solution to this 
Challenge… 
 
Individuals and organizations with a strong passion for developing innovative solutions are encouraged 
to apply. Submitted solutions to the Challenge will be reviewed by a group of experts in digital 
identification, data security, and international development. Finalists will be invited to a high-level 
event to present their solutions in front of distinguished judges around the World Bank Group’s Spring 
Meetings in Washington D.C. in April 2019. 
 
The Mission Billion Challenge is open. The submission deadline is February 24, 2019. To learn more 
about the Challenge, visit: http://id4d.worldbank.org/missionbillion.  Click here to submit your solution. 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Humanitarian Response – Digital Infrastructure, Privacy, Risk 
 
The humanitarian metadata problem: ‘Doing no harm’ in the digital era 
ICRC, Privacy International 
October 2018 :: 130 pages 
About this study  

https://id4d.worldbank.org/principles
https://solve.mit.edu/challenges/id4d-mission-billion
http://id4d.worldbank.org/missionbillion
http://id4d.worldbank.org/missionbillion
http://id4d.worldbank.org/missionbillion
https://www.icrc.org/en/download/file/85089/the_humanitarian_metadata_problem_-_icrc_and_privacy_international.pdf


   

  

   New technologies continue to present great risks and opportunities for humanitarian action. To 
ensure that their use does not result in any harm, humanitarian organisations must develop and 
implement appropriate data protection standards, including robust risk assessments.  
   However, this requires a good understanding of what these technologies are, what risks are associat-
ed with their use, and how we can try to avoid or mitigate them. The following study tries to answer 
these questions in an accessible manner. The aim is to provide people who work in the humanitarian 
sphere with the knowledge they need to understand the risks involved in the use of certain new 
technologies. This paper also discusses the “do no harm” principle and how it applies in a digital 
environment.  
   This study was commissioned by the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) to Privacy 
International (PI). The study does not advocate for privacy or against surveillance. Rather, it maps out 
where surveillance may obstruct or threaten the neutral, impartial and independent nature of 
humanitarian action… 
Executive summary  
Introduction  
Background  
The past decade has seen a surge in the use of mobile telecommunications, messaging apps and social 
media. As they become more accessible around the world, these technologies are also being used by 
the humanitarian sector to coordinate responses, communicate with staff and volunteers, and engage 
with the people they serve.  
 
These exchanges lead to an increase in metadata: data about other data. In their most common form, 
metadata are the data that are generated around a message, but not the content of the message. 
Imagine that you are a clerk at the post office: content data would be information contained inside 
each parcel that comes your way. These content data are often protected by law and other technical 
safeguards. However, metadata – data that are found on the outside of the parcel or that can be 
inferred from the parcel’s appearance – are often less well protected. They can be accessed and read 
by third parties as they pass through the postal system. 
  
What are metadata?  
Today there are many forms of such data. In this report, we differentiate between declared data, 
inferred data, and interest or intent data. These data can be owned, processed, shared and stored for 
different periods of time, by different third parties, and under different jurisdictions applying different 
regulations.  
 
This complex landscape requires that humanitarian organisations learn how to more systematically 
assess, understand, and mitigate the risks involved in programme activities that generate metadata.  
 
Main findings  
Why should the humanitarian sector care about metadata?  
Humanitarian organisations collect and generate growing amounts of metadata. They do this through 
their exchanges internally and with people affected by crises (e.g. sharing “info-as-aid” over messaging 
apps and/or via SMS and social media); their programmes (e.g. cash-transfer programmes that use 
mobile cash or smartcards); and their monitoring and evaluation systems (e.g. using data analytics on 
programme data to detect fraud).  
 
To reconcile these actions with the “do no harm” principle, the humanitarian community must better 
understand the risks associated with the 



   

  

generation, exposure and processing of metadata. This is particularly important for organisations that 
enjoy certain privileges and immunities but that are not able to counter these risks alone.  
 
Processing data and metadata  
Specifically, humanitarian organisations need to better understand how data and metadata collected or 
generated by their programmes, for humanitarian purposes, can be accessed and used by other parties 
for non-humanitarian purposes (e.g. by profiling individuals and using these profiles for ad targeting, 
commercial exploitation, surveillance, and/or repression).  
 
For instance, information about an individual registered for a cash-transfer programme can be 
accessed and used by the financial institution implementing the programme. The institution can then 
use this information to categorise the individual as a non-trustworthy borrower, thereby limiting their 
access to financial services. If the institution has information-sharing agreements with other institutions 
that are part of the same financial group, this sort of profiling can prevent the individual from accessing 
those institutions’ services as well.  
 
Understanding the legal and policy landscape  
To fully appreciate such situations, humanitarian organisations should map out who exactly has access 
to the data and metadata they generate and for how long. These factors are affected by the technical, 
legal and policy landscapes, which vary greatly despite efforts to streamline regulations (through 
initiatives like the EU’s General Data Protection Regulation, for example).  
 
These landscapes are also changing as expanded access to data is sought by both public entities (e.g. 
to combat crime or follow migration flows) and private ones (e.g. to monetise user data or improve 
their business models). Moreover, some service providers may have an obligation to disclose data or 
metadata. For instance, a number of banks are obliged to flag “suspicious activity” on their client’s 
accounts or collect information about clients under Know Your Customer regulations designed to 
prevent money laundering and other criminal activity.  
 
Where services intersect  
The following section summarises the risks associated with the use of traditional telecommunication 
services (including voice and SMS), messaging applications, cash-transfer programming and social 
media. While each type of service is discussed separately, they may overlap where financial companies 
are also telecommunication companies or where social media providers also own messaging 
applications. This has implications for the amount of data and metadata any given entity has access to 
or can generate and for the variety of jurisdictions under which these data are generated and stored… 
 
 
Press Release 
Digital trails could endanger people receiving humanitarian aid, ICRC and Privacy 
International find 
   Geneva (ICRC) – 07-12-2018   The humanitarian sector’s growing use of digital and mobile 
technologies creates records that can be accessed and misused by third parties, potentially putting 
people receiving humanitarian aid at risk, a joint report from Privacy International and the International 
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) has found. 
 
The report – The humanitarian metadata problem: ‘Doing no harm’ in the digital era – explains how 
third parties could, for example, look at the metadata of someone’s mobile telephone messages to infer 

https://www.icrc.org/en/document/digital-trails-could-endanger-people-receiving-humanitarian-aid-icrc-and-privacy
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/digital-trails-could-endanger-people-receiving-humanitarian-aid-icrc-and-privacy
https://www.icrc.org/en/download/file/85089/the_humanitarian_metadata_problem_-_icrc_and_privacy_international.pdf


   

  

details like sleep patterns, travel routines or frequent contacts. That kind of information could pose 
risks to a person in a conflict environment. 
 
“The ICRC hopes the report influences other humanitarian organizations to better protect their data,” 
said Charlotte-Lindsey Curtet, the organization’s newly appointed Director of Digital Transformation and 
Data. “Collaborating more closely with experts like Privacy International can help us to better mitigate 
these kinds of risks, in order to do no harm in a changing digital environment.” 
 
The report details what metadata is collected or generated when humanitarian organizations use 
telecommunications, messaging apps or social media in their work. While the report doesn’t advocate 
for privacy or against surveillance, it demonstrates how ensuing surveillance risks could obstruct or 
threaten the neutral, impartial and independent nature of humanitarian action. 
 
To remedy this, the report recommends a more systematic mapping of who has access to what 
information in order to anticipate how individuals might be profiled or discriminated against. It also 
encourages humanitarian organisations to improve digital literacy among their staff, volunteers – and 
most importantly, the people they serve. 
 
“Technology is crucial if we want to engage with and better serve the needs of people we can’t 
physically access,” said Philippe Stoll, Head of Communication Policy and Support. “But using these 
platforms means creating an information trail we neither own nor control, and that’s something we 
must get better at anticipating.” 
 
The report’s findings and recommendations will form part of the discussions at the ICRC’s Symposium 
on Digital Risks in Situations of Armed Conflict, taking place 11-12 December in London. Nearly 200 
participants from humanitarian organisations, United Nations agencies, private tech companies, 
academia and government will attend. 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Education  
 
The LEGO Foundation awards $100 million to Sesame Workshop to bring the power of 
learning through play to children affected by the Rohingya and Syrian refugee crises  
Press Release   December 5, 2018  
New program will provide critical new insights into effective models of learning through play for 
children affected by crisis  
New York, NY, December 5, 2018 — Today, the LEGO Foundation announced that it is awarding a 
$100 million grant to Sesame Workshop to ensure that young children affected by the Rohingya and 
Syrian crises have opportunities to learn through play and develop the skills needed for the future. 
Working in partnership with BRAC, the International Rescue Committee (IRC) and New York 
University’s Global TIES for Children, Sesame Workshop will reach children affected by crises in 
Bangladesh and the Syrian response region with early childhood and play-based learning opportunities. 
 
The $100 million grant from the LEGO Foundation will benefit some of the world’s most vulnerable 
children and call attention to the critical importance of learning through play to set them on a path of 
healthy growth and development.  The LEGO Foundation is the first to step up and meet the John D. 

https://www.rescue.org/press-release/lego-foundation-awards-100-million-sesame-workshop-bring-power-learning-through-play
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/lego-foundation-awards-100-million-sesame-workshop-bring-power-learning-through-play


   

  

and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation’s call for the bold philanthropy needed to transform the way 
the humanitarian system serves children affected by crisis in early childhood… 
 
“This partnership marks the first step of the LEGO Foundation’s commitment to work within the 
humanitarian field to support children’s holistic development that incorporates learning through play. 
We hope to inspire other funders, humanitarian actors, world leaders and governments to act and 
urgently prioritise support for play-based early childhood development for children in humanitarian 
crises—a vastly overlooked but vital component in the progress of humanitarian aid. We hope that 
young children impacted by these crises will have opportunities to benefit from learning through play 
and also develop the skills needed for them to thrive in the future,” says Thomas Kirk Kristiansen, 
Chairman of the LEGO Foundation Board and 4th generation owner of the LEGO Group… 
 
“Research shows that not only is play vital for children’s psychological, emotional and cognitive health 
and development, but it also hones the resilience they need to overcome adversity and build their 
futures. Early adverse experiences negatively affect the development of brain architecture, which 
provides the foundation for all future learning, behavior and health. By providing play-based learning to 
children in crisis, we can help mitigate the detrimental, long term effects of displacement and trauma, 
ultimately giving a generation of refugee children a path forward,” says John Goodwin, CEO of the 
LEGO Foundation. 
 
Sesame Workshop will use the $100 million grant to implement quality, play-based early childhood 
interventions, working in partnership with BRAC and IRC… 
 
“With the LEGO Foundation’s extraordinary award, Sesame Workshop and our partners have an 
unprecedented opportunity to reach and teach some of the world’s most vulnerable children by 
harnessing the power of learning through play,” said Jeffrey D. Dunn, President & CEO of Sesame 
Workshop. “The global refugee crisis is the humanitarian issue of our time, and we are deeply humbled 
by the trust the LEGO Foundation has placed in us to uplift the lives of children affected by conflict. 
Together with our partners at BRAC, the IRC, and NYU, we can forge a legacy for children worldwide 
affected by displacement, today and for generations to come.”… 
 
NYU’s Global TIES for Children has been selected as the independent evaluation partner for the 
program and will implement an evidence-based research and evaluation program, which will deepen 
understanding around play-based early childhood interventions in humanitarian contexts.  
Sesame Workshop will receive the $100 million grant over a 5-year period, with funds released as 
established milestones are met. 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Yemen 
 
Statement on Yemen by Principals of the Inter-Agency Standing Committee 
03 December 2018 
  We have met in Geneva today, for our regular twice-yearly discussion of the major humanitarian 
challenges facing the world. Yemen was first and foremost in our talks. We are alarmed at the dramatic 
deterioration in the situation over recent months. Millions of lives are now at serious risk. 
 

https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/statement-yemen-principals-inter-agency-standing-committee


   

  

  We call for a sustained cessation of hostilities, especially for the key aid infrastructure around the port 
of Hudaydah. We call upon all parties to allow the humanitarian agencies better, unimpeded access to 
people in need. We call for further urgent action to boost the economy. We seek international support 
in response to our appeals for Yemen to meet the needs of the most vulnerable in 2019. And most 
importantly we urge all parties to go to Sweden for the talks being convened by the UN Special Envoy 
Martin Griffiths, and to engage seriously to agree actions to ease the situation. 
 
Signatories 
Achim Steiner, Administrator, UNDP 
Anoop Sukumaran, Chair, Board of the International Council of Voluntary Agencies (ICVA) 
António Manuel de Carvalho Ferreira Vitorino, Director-General, IOM 
Cecilia Jimenez-Damary, Special Rapporteur on Human Rights of Internally Displaced People 
David Beasley, Executive Director, WFP 
Filippo Grandi, High Commissioner for Refugees, UNHCR 
Henrietta H. Fore, Executive Director, UNICEF 
Ignacio Packer, Executive Director, International Council of Voluntary Agencies (ICVA) 
José Graziano da Silva, Director-General, FAO 
Kate Halff, Executive Secretary, Steering Committee of Humanitarian Response (SCHR) 
Mahmoud Mohieldin, Senior Vice President, World Bank Group 
Maimunah Mohd Sharif, Executive Director, UN-HABITAT 
Mark Goldring, Chief Executive Officer, Oxfam GB 
Mark Lowcock, Emergency Relief Coordinator 
Michelle Bachelet, High Commissioner for Human Rights, OHCHR 
Natalia Kanem, Executive Director, UNFPA 
Sam Worthington, President and CEO, InterAction 
Sean Callahan, President and CEO, Catholic Relief Services 
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Director-General, WHO 
Ursula Mueller, Deputy Emergency Relief Coordinator, OCHA 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Cholera in Yemen: A Case Study of Epidemic Preparedness and Response 
Johns Hopkins Center for Humanitarian Health 
2018 :: 108 pages 
PDF: 
http://www.hopkinshumanitarianhealth.org/assets/documents/CHOLERA_YEMEN_REPORT_LONG_Low
_Res_Dec_4_2018.pdf 
Overview 
In 2015, the United Nations declared Yemen a Level 3 emergency. On September 28, 2016, a large-
scale cholera outbreak began. Between April 27, 2017 and July 1, 2018, more than one million 
suspected cases in two waves were reported. In the last decade, several large-scale and high-mortality 
cholera outbreaks have occurred during complex humanitarian emergencies including in Iraq, Somalia, 
and South Sudan. While the issues of “what to do” to control cholera are largely known, context-
specific practices on “how to do it” in order to surmount challenges to coordination, logistics, insecurity, 
access, and politics, remain needed. During the Yemen cholera outbreak response, questions arose on 
how to effectively respond to a cholera outbreak at a national scale during an existing emergency. The 
main objective of this report was to identify lessons learned from the preparedness and detection 

http://www.hopkinshumanitarianhealth.org/empower/resources/reports/cholera-in-yemen-a-case-study-of-epidemic-preparedness-and-response/
http://www.hopkinshumanitarianhealth.org/assets/documents/CHOLERA_YEMEN_REPORT_LONG_Low_Res_Dec_4_2018.pdf
http://www.hopkinshumanitarianhealth.org/assets/documents/CHOLERA_YEMEN_REPORT_LONG_Low_Res_Dec_4_2018.pdf


   

  

phase to the end of second wave of the cholera epidemic in Yemen to better prepare for future 
outbreaks in Yemen and similar contexts. 
 
Excerpts from Executive Summary 
   …The use of the oral cholera vaccine (OCV) was slowed by the lack of cholera response planning and 
technical knowledge among the Ministry of Public Health and Population (MoPHP) and partners. The 
lack of an updated cholera preparedness and response plan meant that OCV was not integrated into 
the response mindset and thus, there was a lack of technical knowledge and familiarly with OCV. OCV 
was not sufficiently discussed during the first wave, and was requested then rejected by the MoPHP 
during the second wave based on differing conceptions of the overall scale of distribution. The March 
2018 plan is the first document that mentions 
an OCV strategy, based on a January 2018 risk assessment. The MoPHP then made a successful 
request to the Global Task Force for Cholera Control in April 2018 for 4.6 million doses for preventative 
use against future surges of cholera…. 
 
CONCLUSIONS: 
The cholera response in Yemen was and remains extremely complicated and challenging for a variety 
of political, security, cultural, and environmental reasons. The study team recognizes these challenges 
and commends the government, international and national organizations, and the donors for working 
to find solutions in such a difficult context. There are no easy fixes to these challenges, and the 
conclusions and recommendations are meant to be constructive and 
practical, taking into account the extreme limitations of working in Yemen during an active conflict. 
 
The findings were consistent across respondents and methods. The study team found that several 
areas gained strength throughout the second wave, including: an extensive operational footprint which 
reached into insecure areas; the strengthening of the collaborations between WHO and UNICEF and 
the health and WASH clusters; the initiation of a funding mechanism through the World Bank which 
enabled a timely response at scale; the revitalization of the WASH strategy; and, eventual consensus 
and use of OCV. 
 
Conversely, the major gaps of this response are rooted in weaknesses in preparedness and the early 
strategies developed in the first wave. An after-action review after the first wave could have 
institutionalized these areas in order to prevent a much larger second wave. 
 
The World Bank’s commitment to the cholera response provides the rationale for major investment in 
bolstering the preparedness activities in Yemen and other conflict-affected 
contexts which would go far for addressing the foundational gaps discussed in this case study. 
 
TOP 20 RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FUTURE PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE 
[Excerpt] 
ORAL CHOLERA VACCINATION 
   18. Global recommendation: Different scenarios for OCV according to varying contexts should be 
integrated ahead of time into national cholera preparedness plans in general. This is especially 
important for “fragile” countries where there is a possibility of humanitarian emergencies developing or 
continuing. 
   19. Global and Yemen-specific recommendation: In complex and insecure environments like Yemen, 
smaller, geographically-targeted OCV campaigns should be anticipated and planned 
 



   

  

::::::  
:::::: 
 
Emergencies 
 
POLIO   
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
Polio this week as of 04 December 2018 [GPEI] 
:: The circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type 2 (cVDPV2) outbreak in Syria, which was first 
detected in 2017, has been successfully stopped. The announcement came at the heels of an official 
outbreak response assessment, comprising of experts in public health, epidemiology and virology, who 
reviewed evidence and concluded the outbreak was closed. Read the full statement here. 
 
:: On 27 November 2018, the 19th IHR Emergency Committee including members, advisers, and 
invited Member States convened to discuss the status of international spread of poliovirus. The 
Committee unanimously agreed that the risk of polio spread continues to be a Public Health Emergency 
of International Concern (PHEIC) and proposed an extension of Temporary Recommendations for an 
additional three months. The Committee expressed concern that complacency to achieving a polio-free 
world could now become the biggest risk to the effort and urged that all countries and partners regard 
polio eradication as an emergency.  “We have the tools, we need to focus on what works, we need to 
get to every child,” commented Prof. Helen Rees, Chairperson of the Committee.  “The reality is that 
there is no reason why we should not be able to finish this job, but we have to keep at it.”  Prof. Rees 
and the Committee urged countries, donors and partners to continue their support, until a polio-free 
world is achieved, cautioning that failure to eradicate polio would lead to global resurgence of the 
disease, with potentially as many as 200,000 new cases occurring annually within ten years.  “We have 
achieved eradication of a disease once before, with smallpox,” Rees concluded.  “The world is a much 
better place without smallpox.  It’s now more urgent than ever that we redouble our efforts and finish 
this job once and for all as well.”  The recommendations come amid the notification of the fourth 
cVDPV circulation in DRC, which underscores the need for sustained partnership, funding, and socio-
political resolve. Read the full WHO statement including the Temporary Recommendations. 
 
:: The Africa Regional Commission for the Certification of poliomyelitis eradication (ARCC) was held in 
Nairobi, Kenya, from 12-16 November 2018. Made up of 16 health experts, recommendations were 
made to ten countries to address issues of disease surveillance gaps, inaccessibility and insecurity. 
Read the recommendations here. 
 
The Technical Advisory Groups (TAG) on Polio Eradication in Horn of Africa and Lake Chad Basin 
convened recently, to review the current status of polio outbreaks in both the regions and provide 
guidance on the next phase of the outbreak response. 
 
::Featured on www.polioeradication.org: Coffee with Polio Experts – Dr Mohammad Al Safadi, Technical 
Officer for Polio Outbreak Preparedness and Response, talks about the tactics and strategies used to 
stop the Syria outbreaks of 2013, 2014, and the most recent outbreak of 2017, which was 
compounded by accessibility, security, and conflict issues. 
 
:: Call for nomination of experts to serve on the Polio Research Committee to provide guidance to the 
Director of the Polio Department at WHO HQ on the research and development aspects in poliovirus 
eradication. Read the details here. 

http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
http://www.emro.who.int/syr/syria-news/polio-outbreak-successfully-stopped.html
http://www.who.int/news-room/detail/30-11-2018-statement-of-the-nineteenth-ihr-emergency-committee-regarding-the-international-spread-of-poliovirus
http://www.who.int/news-room/detail/30-11-2018-statement-of-the-nineteenth-ihr-emergency-committee-regarding-the-international-spread-of-poliovirus
http://polioeradication.org/news-post/africas-drive-to-end-polio-under-the-microscope/
http://polioeradication.org/news-post/coffee-with-polio-experts-dr-mohammad-al-safadi-who-hq/
http://polioeradication.org/tools-and-library/research-innovation/polio-research-committee/call-for-nomination/


   

  

 
The GPEI report to the upcoming WHO Executive Board (in January) has been published.  The report 
provides a status update on polio eradication, summarizing programmatic, epidemiological and financial 
challenges to securing a lasting polio-free world, and introduces the concept of a new extended 
strategic plan to achieve global certification by 2023, taking into account the fact that circulation of 
wild poliovirus has not yet been interrupted.  Read the report here. 
 
Summary of new viruses this week: 
Afghanistan – one wild poliovirus type 1 (WPV1) case and two positive WPV 1 environmental 
samples. 
Pakistan – nine WPV1 positive environmental samples. 
DRC – two cases of circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type 2 (cVDPV2). 
Nigeria – four cases of cVDPV2.  
Somalia – one positive cVDPV2 environmental sample. See country sections below for more details. 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
Editor’s Note: 
WHO has posted a refreshed emergencies page which presents an updated listing of Grade 3,2,1 
emergencies as below. 
 
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
Democratic Republic of the Congo  
:: 18: Situation report on the Ebola outbreak in North Kivu  5 December 2018 
:: DONs Ebola virus disease – Democratic Republic of the Congo   6 December 2018 
[See Milestones above for more detail] 
 
Bangladesh - Rohingya crisis  
:: Weekly Situation Report 53 -30 November 2018 
[Excerpt] 
HEALTH OPERATIONS  
OCV Campaign:  
   After completion of 2nd week of OCV campaign, 163,441 ( 101.5%.) received the vaccination. 
Among them 119,649 (107.3%) were FDMN beneficiaries and 43,792 (88.5%) from host community. 
Out of total target of 328, 556, 49.7% vaccination completed. Among them 53.2% were FDMN 
beneficiaries and 42.3% from host community. Besides the major portion of the FDMN and HC: 
Registered camps, No-man’s land and people engaged in different activities adjacent to camps are 
being covered.  
Rapid Convenience monitoring through house to house:  
   In total 2116 beneficiaries were interviewed till 28 November 2018. Evaluated coverage was 92.5%. 
The main reasons not being vaccinated were beneficiaries not at home (32%), not aware of campaign 
(23%) and beneficiaries too busy (14%). The main means of mobilization were majhee and FDMN 
mobilizers (46.2), megaphone (30.1) and moni flag (17.5)… 
  
Syrian Arab Republic  
:: WHO update on reported chemical event in Aleppo, Syria   29 November 2018 
 

http://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/EB144/B144_9-en.pdf
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cod/en/
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/276464/SITREP_EVD_DRC_20181205-eng.pdf?ua=1
https://www.who.int/csr/don/06-December-2018-ebola-drc/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/bgd/en/
http://www.searo.who.int/entity/bangladesh/weeklysitrep53nov2018.pdf?ua=1
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/syr/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/syr/syria-news/who-update-reported-chemical-event-aleppo.html?format=html


   

  

Myanmar - No new announcements identified 
Nigeria - No new announcements identified 
Somalia - No new announcements identified 
South Sudan - No new announcements identified 
Yemen - No new announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
Sudan  
:: WHO Member States sign Khartoum Declaration on Sudan and Bordering Countries: Cross-Border 
Health Security  
   4 December 2018 – Six countries in WHO’s Eastern Mediterranean and African Regions have signed a 
declaration committing themselves to strengthening preparedness and response to public health 
threats and events across borders in an effort to further the implementation of the International Health 
Regulations (IHR 2005) and enhance global health security. The Khartoum Declaration on Sudan and 
Bordering Countries: Cross-Border Health Security was signed by Chad, Egypt, Ethiopia, Libya, South 
Sudan and Sudan on 22 November 2018 in Khartoum, Sudan… 
 
Brazil (in Portugese) - No new announcements identified 
Cameroon  - No new announcements identified  
Central African Republic  - No new announcements identified 
Ethiopia - No new announcements identified 
Hurricane Irma and Maria in the Caribbean - No new announcements identified 
Iraq - No new announcements identified 
occupied Palestinian territory - No new announcements identified 
Libya - No new announcements identified 
MERS-CoV - No new announcements identified  
Niger - No new announcements identified 
Sao Tome and Principe Necrotizing Cellulitis (2017) - No new announcements identified 
Ukraine - No new announcements identified 
Zimbabwe - No new announcements identified 
 
 
WHO-AFRO: Outbreaks and Emergencies Bulletin, Week 48: 24-30 November 2018 
The WHO Health Emergencies Programme is currently monitoring 57 events in the region. This week’s 
edition covers key ongoing events, including: 
:: Yellow fever in South Sudan 
:: Ebola virus disease in the Democratic Republic of the Congo 
:: Cholera in Zimbabwe 
:: Hepatitis E in Central African Republic 
:: Humanitarian crisis in Ethiopia. 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 1 Emergencies  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
Afghanistan  
Chad  

http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mmr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/nigeria/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/somalia/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/south-sudan/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/yem/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/sdn/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/sdn/sudan-news/khartoum-declaration-cross-border-health-security.html
http://www.emro.who.int/sdn/sudan-news/khartoum-declaration-cross-border-health-security.html
https://www.paho.org/bra/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cmr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/caf/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/eth/en/
http://www.paho.org/disasters/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=3613:hurricane-irma-and-maria-in-the-caribbean-2&Itemid=904&lang=en
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/irq/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/opt/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/lby/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/mers-cov/en/
http://afro.who.int/fr/countries/niger
http://afro.who.int/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ukr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/zwe/en/
http://newsletters.afro.who.int/outbreaks-weekly-bulletin/5f8lwsna1wq3uumq8e588a?email=true&a=11&p=54254498
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/afg/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tcd/en/


   

  

Indonesia - Sulawesi earthquake 2018 
Kenya  
Lao People's Democratic Republic  
Mali  
Namibia - viral hepatitis  
Peru  
Philippines - Tyhpoon Mangkhut 
Tanzania  
 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – L3 Emergencies 
The UN and its humanitarian partners are currently responding to three 'L3' emergencies. This is the 
global humanitarian system's classification for the response to the most severe, large-scale 
humanitarian crises.  
Yemen  
:: Yemen: Al Hudaydah Update Situation Report No. 15, Reporting period: 14 November - 2 December 
2018 
 
Syrian Arab Republic   - No new announcements identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Corporate Emergencies 
When the USG/ERC declares a Corporate Emergency Response, all OCHA offices, branches and 
sections provide their full support to response activities both at HQ and in the field. 
Ethiopia  - No new announcements identified. 
Somalia  - No new announcements identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
“Other Emergencies” 
Indonesia: Central Sulawesi Earthquake –No new announcements identified. 
 

 
*                      *                       *                        * 

 

Agency/Government/IGO Watch 
We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for key 
media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on regional or global 
level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific coverage is limited. Please 
suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
 
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly  
[to 8 Dec 2018] 
https://www.un.org/press/en 
7 December 2018  
SG/SM/19399-L/T/4467-OBV/1850 

http://www.searo.who.int/mediacentre/emergencies/sulawesi-earthquake/en/
http://www.afro.who.int/countries/kenya
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/lao/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mli/en/
http://afro.who.int/news/baseline-assessment-national-viral-hepatitis-response-namibia
http://www.paho.org/per/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/phl/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tza/en/
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/yemen
https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/yemen-al-hudaydah-update-situation-report-no-15-reporting-period-14-november-2-december
https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/yemen-al-hudaydah-update-situation-report-no-15-reporting-period-14-november-2-december
https://www.unocha.org/syria
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/ethiopia
https://www.unocha.org/somalia
https://www.unocha.org/asia-and-pacific-roap/indonesia
https://www.un.org/press/en


   

  

All Nations Duty-Bound to Prevent Genocide, Punish Perpetrators, Secretary-General Says 
in Observance Message, Urging Universal Ratification of Convention 
 
6 December 2018  
SG/SM/19394-SC/13610 
Secretary-General Tells Security Council Preventing Conflict Would Save $34 Billion in 
Damages, Stresses Key Role of Regional Organizations to Sustain Peace 
 
6 December 2018  
SG/SM/19397-HR/5417-OBV/1849 
Respect for Human Rights Still Far from Universal, Secretary-General Says at Anniversary 
Event, While Hailing ‘Pioneers’ behind Declaration 
 
6 December 2018  
SC/13609 
Speakers in Security Council Call for Robust, Coherent United Nations Cooperation With 
Regional Bodies as Global Challenges Grow Increasingly Complex 
Robust and coherent cooperation among the United Nations and regional and subregional organizations 
will be key in tackling increasingly complex global challenges, delegates stressed in the Security Council 
today, with many expressing support for a proposal to formally finance African Union-led peace 
operations with United Nations assessed contributions. 
 
 
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true  
Top News 
70th Anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
 
30 articles on the 30 Articles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
 
Press briefing notes on Papua 
 
UN Human Rights Chief to visit South Africa (7- 8 Dec), and Morocco (9 -10 Dec) 
 
UN expert calls on the Philippines to drop charges against Rappler 
 
 
United Nations Human Rights Council  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL 
04/12/2018  
Human Rights Council elects Coly Seck of Senegal as its President for 2019  
 
 
Committee on the Rights of the Child [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sgsm19399.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sgsm19399.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sgsm19394.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sgsm19394.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sgsm19397.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sgsm19397.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sc13609.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sc13609.doc.htm
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Special Rapporteur on the sale and sexual exploitation of children   [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx  
6 December 2018 
Joint statement of the United Nations Special Procedures Mandate Holders on the occasion 
of the 24th Conference of the Parties to the UNFCCC 
 
 
SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed 
Conflict [to 8 Dec 2018] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 
Monday, 3 December 2018 
South Sudan: UN Senior Officials urge the Government to ensure accountability for sexual 
violence against women and girls in Bentiu 
 
 
SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict 
[to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/ 
08 Dec 18 
Joint Communique signed between the United Nations and the Government of Myanmar to 
prevent and respond to conflict-related sexual violence in Myanmar 
 
05 Dec 18 
UN Special Representatives on Sexual Violence in Conflict, Children and Armed Conflict 
and Special Advisor on the Prevention of Genocide urge the Government of South Sudan to 
ensure accountability for sexual violence against women and girls in Bentiu 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights   [to 8 Dec 2018] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx 
6 December 2018 
Joint statement of the United Nations Special Procedures Mandate Holders on the occasion 
of the 24th Conference of the Parties to the UNFCCC 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable 
standard of physical and mental health  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx 
4 December 2018 
UN experts urge more action on inequalities that threaten peace and security, 
development, and human rights 
 
 
Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
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Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples   [to 8 Dec 2018] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx 
7 December 2018 
Honduras: Masterminds of Berta Cáceres killing still at large, say UN experts 
 
Joint statement of the United Nations Special Procedures Mandate Holders on the occasion 
of the 24th Conference of the Parties to the UNFCCC 
6 December 2018 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx 
4 December 2018 
UN experts urge more action on inequalities that threaten peace and security, 
development, and human rights 
 
 
UN OCHA [to 8 Dec 2018] 
https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases 
Selected Press Releases  
08 December 2018 
Global Emergency Response fund hits highest ever funding at pledging event 
   (New York, 7 December 2018): At today’s high-level pledging event for the Central Emergency 
Response Fund (CERF), 41 donors announced record pledges of US$439 million for 2019 and additional 
contributions for 2018, ensuring a record level of funding of $554 million to CERF for this year. 
   “CERF is not only the fastest and most effective way to ensure that humanitarian aid reaches people 
caught up in crises; it is also an essential enabler of global humanitarian action,” said United Nations 
Secretary-General António Guterres - at the opening of the event… 
 
05 December 2018 
Statement from the Principals of OCHA, UNHCR, WFP and UNICEF on cash assistance 
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
04 December 2018 
ERC calls for peace in Yemen [EN/AR] 
 
 
Centre for Humanitarian Data/HDX  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
https://centre.humdata.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNICEF  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases 
Selected Press Releases/Reports/Statements 
Statement 
Humanitarian assistance continues to prevent a massive human catastrophe in Yemen but 
it is not enough 
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   UN agencies warn that an urgent scale up of humanitarian assistance is needed to save lives 
07/12/2018  
 
Press release 
Refugee and migrant children and youth report severe deprivations while on the move – 
UNICEF 
   UNICEF releases alarming data from poll of nearly 4,000 refugee and migrant children and youth 
ahead of Global Compact for Migration Summit in Marrakech 
07/12/2018  
 
Press release 
UNICEF spokespeople for Global Forum on Migration and Development and 
Intergovernmental Conference on the Global Compact for Migration in Marrakech 
06/12/2018  
 
Statement 
Statement on the situation in Bentiu, South Sudan 
   Joint statement by Mark Lowcock, Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency 
Relief Coordinator, Henrietta Fore, UNICEF Executive Director, and Natalia Kanem, United Nations 
Population Fund Executive Director 
03/12/2018  
 
Statement 
Statement on Yemen by Principals of the Inter-Agency Standing Committee 
03/12/2018  
 
Press release 
Students and survivors of school violence have one message to world leaders: ‘Listen to 
us!’ 
   Children and young people gather to #ENDviolence in schools ahead of Global Citizen Mandela 100 
Festival 
02/12/2018  
 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html 
Briefing notes 
UNHCR urges protection of Yemeni civilians 7 Dec 2018 
 
Press releases and news comments 
First group of refugees evacuated from new departure facility in Libya 6 Dec 2018 
 
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
Selected Announcements 
IOM Provides Urgent Accommodation for Over 2,500 Vulnerable Migrants, Refugees 
Transferred from Greek Islands 
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2018-12-07 13:23 
   Athens – IOM (UN Migration) is providing temporary shelter and protection services to 2,518 
vulnerable migrants and refugees who were transferred from the North-eastern Aegean islands to 
hotels on the Greek mainland. 
 
Horn of Africa, Gulf Countries Affirm Dignity, Human Rights of Migrants at Conference in 
Djibouti 
2018-12-07 13:22 
   Djibouti City – The International Organization for Migration (IOM) co-hosted a conference of seven 
nations in Djibouti this week to strengthen the humanitarian response to migrants in the Horn of Africa, 
Yemen and Gulf countries on the eve of UN-sponsored peace talks between... 
 
IOM responds to latest humanitarian tragedy off the coast of Libya 
2018-12-05 17:36 
   Tripoli – At least a dozen people are dead after a rubber boat which spent more than 10 days at sea 
capsized off Misrata, Libya, on Monday. 
 
IOM Raises Protection Concerns as 2018 Migrant Arrivals to Yemen Approach 150,000 
2018-12-04 15:51 
   Geneva/Djibouti City – IOM's Displacement Tracking Matrix forecasts a 50 per cent year-on-year rise 
over 2017 in migrant arrivals to Yemen. 
 
Mediterranean Migrant Arrivals Reach 107,583 in 2018; Deaths Reach 2,133 
2018-12-04 15:41 
   Geneva – The International Organization for Migration (IOM) reports that 107,583 migrants and 
refugees entered Europe by sea in 2018 through 28 November. 
 
 
UNAIDS [to 8 Dec 2018]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
Selected Press Releases/Reports/Statements 
4 December 2018 
South Africa launches campaign to expand access to HIV treatment  
   On World AIDS Day, South Africa launched a multidisease national wellness campaign to accelerate 
screening and testing for HIV, tuberculosis, sexually transmitted infections and noncommunicable 
diseases, including hypertension and diabetes. The campaign, known as Cheka Impilo, is a direct 
response to the call by the President of South Africa, Cyril Ramaphosa, during his first State of the 
Nation address in February 2018 to initiate an additional 2 million people on HIV treatment by 2020, 
find 88 000 missing tuberculosis cases annually and screen 7 million people for noncommunicable 
diseases in the first year… 
 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 8 Dec 2018] 
7 December 2018  
News Release 
New WHO report highlights insufficient progress to tackle lack of safety on the world's 
roads 
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5 December 2018  
News Release 
Health benefits far outweigh the costs of meeting climate change goals 
 
3 December 2018  
Statement 
WHO statement for COP24  
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO     
Selected Featured News 
:: Ethiopia launches Human Papillomavirus Vaccine for 14 year old girls  06 December 2018  
:: Niger vaccinates 152,000 people against cholera in high-risk areas  06 December 2018  
:: African countries test their capacity to respond to a deadly global flu pandemic  04 December 2018  
:: Uganda and DRC bordering districts agree to intensify cross-border surveillance to tackle Ebola  03 
December 2018  
:: Tackling cholera outbreaks in North-east humanitarian emergencies   03 December 2018  
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
:: Countries of the Americas seek to strengthen measures to keep the Region free of polio and move 
towards global eradication (12/05/2018) 
PAHO convenes strategic partners and 140 public health professionals from 22 countries in the Region, 
in Guatemala this week. If polio is not eradicated there could be up 200,000 new cases worldwide each 
year within ten years. 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
- No new announcement identified 
 
WHO European Region EURO  
:: Health is a human right 07-12-2018  
:: Preventing hospital-acquired infections in eastern Ukraine saves lives 06-12-2018  
:: Interparliamentary Assembly of Member Nations of the Commonwealth of Independent States 
supports international measures to stop illicit tobacco trade 04-12-2018 
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: Initiating hepatitis C treatment in Afghanistan  5 December 2018 
:: Djibouti carries out mass immunization to protect children against polio 5 December 2018 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
- No new announcement identified 
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2018/ 
No new digest content identified. 
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UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
Selected Press Releases/Announcements 
Posted on December 7, 2018 
UNDP selects next generation of leadership worldwide 
   The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) made a significant leap forward in preparing to 
play a crucial role in the implementation of the Secretary-General’s reform of the United Nations…    
 
 
UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 

UN Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN)  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://unsdsn.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 

UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
https://www.unenvironment.org/ 
08 Dec 2018 Press release  
Countries Act Towards Safer Passage for Migratory Waterbirds 
   Durban, 8 December 2018 - After five days of intense but always constructive discussions, the 7th 
session of the Meeting of the Parties to the Agreement on the Conservation of African-Eurasian 
Migratory Waterbirds (AEWA)… 
 
07 Dec 2018 Press release  
Buildings and construction sector – Huge untapped potential for emission reductions  
   Katowice, 7 December 2018 - Dramatic action will be needed by governments, cities and business if 
the global buildings and construction sector is to cut its carbon footprint in line with international 
agreements, according… 
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06 Dec 2018 Press release  
Regulatory landscape for single-use plastics shows widespread momentum with mixed 
results  
   Geneva, 06 December 2018 – Released today, a groundbreaking report from the United Nations 
Environment Programme and the World Resources Institute offers new insight on the global movement 
to curb single-use plastics.… 
 
06 Dec 2018 Press release  
Growing gap between ambition and action as the world prepares for a future with 
increasing climate risks 
   Katowice, 06 December 2018 – While climate consciousness across the globe is on the rise, the 
fourth UN Environment Adaptation Gap Report released today has revealed a considerable gap 
between countries’ preparedness for… 
 
05 Dec 2018 Press release  
Countries from South East and Southern Europe agree common vision to beat pollution  
   5 December 2018 - Belgrade, Serbia: Countries from South East and Southern Europe will pursue 
new measures that reduce pollution and benefit people’s health, the environment and economy. A joint 
vision agreed on at a… 
 
 
UNISDR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.unisdr.org/archive 
4 Dec 2018 
UN highlights urgent need to tackle man-made and technological hazards 
   UNISDR and partners today launched an "Implementation Guide for Man-made and Technological 
Hazards" to support implementation of the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030. 
 
 
UN DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news.html 
7 December 2018, New York  
Their own goals – migration driving sustainable development 
   Close to 190 countries are set to adopt the groundbreaking UN Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and 
Regular Migration. Among its many features, the Compact recognizes the contributions of migrants to 
the development of their host and origin countries. Migrant workers fill gaps in the labour market in 
host countries. The money that they send back home helps their families to achieve their own 
sustainable development goals. 
 
First-ever UN report on disability and development, illustrates inclusion gaps 
3 December 2018, New York  
   The United Nations launched its first-ever flagship report on disability and development on Monday; 
published by, for, and with, persons with disabilities, in the hopes of fostering more accessible, and 
disability-inclusive societies. 
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
 
UNESCO  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
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http://en.unesco.org/news 
07 December 2018  
Human Rights Day 
07 December 2018  
Providing education for migrants and refugees requires common action and shared 
responsibility 
 
 
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp 
07/12/2018 –  
Statement by the UNODC Executive Director on Human Rights Day 10 December 2018 
 
06/12/2018 – 
Statement of the UNODC Executive Director International Anti-Corruption Day 
 
 
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://unhabitat.org/media-centre/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/ 
8-12-2018 
Humanitarian assistance continues to prevent a massive human catastrophe in Yemen but 
it is not enough 
   As many as 20 million Yemenis are food insecure in the world’s worst humanitarian crisis. Already, 
15.9 million people wake up hungry, according to the latest Integrated food security Phase 
Classification (IPC) analysis, which is released today by FAO, UNICEF, WFP and humanitarian partners. 
 
Innovation and joint action needed to achieve sustainable agriculture and food systems 
    No country alone will be able to overcome all the challenges we face fully, so we must act globally. 
Nobody must be left behind,” FAO Director-General José Graziano da Silva said in closing remarks to 
the FAO Council. 
7-12-2018 
 
FAO Food Price Index declines in November 
   The FAO Food Price Index averaged 160.1 points for the month of November, down 1.3 percent from 
October and 8.5 percent from a year earlier. 
6-12-2018 
 
Increased soil contamination puts food safety and food security at risk 
    Urgent action is needed to address soil pollution and contain the multiple threats it poses to global 
food safety and food security, said FAO today marking World Soil Day. 
5-12-2018 
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Russia’s PhosAgro donates $1.2 million to improve sustainable soil management in Africa, 
Latin America and the Near East 
   The contribution will help farmers to enhance their capacities in soil condition assessment and 
informed decision-making regarding sustainable soil management, particularly soil fertility, as well as 
facilitate knowledge exchange among farmers. 
5-12-2018 
 
FAO Director-General calls for transformative changes to our food systems 
   FAO Director-General José Graziano da Silva today called on countries to urgently address all forms 
of malnutrition, during his opening address to FAO’s Council, the organization’s executive body. 
3-12-2018 
 
 
ILO International Labour Organization  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm 
Labour migration 
New ILO figures show 164 million people are migrant workers   
05 December 2018  
Some countries of origin are losing the most productive part of their workforce, the study says. 
 
 
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.icao.int/  
7/12/18 
International Civil Aviation Day Statement 
   …The theme for International Civil Aviation Day this year is: “Working Together to Ensure No 
Country is Left Behind” 
   This theme was established on a recurring basis for the 2016-2018 ICAO triennium, in order to 
highlight the enormous transformational power of air connectivity to improve people’s lives. 
   It also reflects the key role of cooperation and assistance to help spread aviation’s benefits to every 
corner of the world, and on the power of capacity-building to help needful States leverage the latest 
technologies and innovations. 
   No fewer than 4.1 billion passengers and 56 million tonnes of freight were carried on 37 million 
commercial flights last year, and in light of this massive volume of operations aviation generates over 
65 million jobs worldwide and more than USD 2.7 trillion to global GDP… 
 
 
IMO International Maritime Organization  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx 
06/12/2018  
Visions of the future as Maritime Safety Committee celebrates 100th session 
   Autonomous and remote-controlled ships are being trialled but seafarers remain indispensable to 
safe shipping - special session of IMO’s Maritime Safety Committee.    
 
 
WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release 
No new digest content identified. 
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UPU  Universal Postal Union   [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://news.upu.int/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html 
Undated 
World manufacturing growth decelerates further, according to UNIDO report 
   World manufacturing output rose by 3.2 percent in the third quarter of 2018, lower than the 3.4 
percent recorded in the second quarter, according to World Manufacturing Production: Statistics for 
Quarter III, 2018, published by the United Nations… 
 
New report highlights impact of project on low-carbon and climate-resilient industrial 
development in Africa 
   VIENNA, 6 December 2018 – A new report launched today highlights the impact of a project 
implemented by the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) with funding from 
the Government of Japan. The project tackles the challenges posed by climate change by promoting 
low-carbon and climate-resilient (LCCR) industrial development in Africa… 
 
UN General Assembly recognizes potential of the circular economy and industry 4.0, 
strengthens language on women's role in industrial development 
   NEW YORK, 3 December 2018 – The United Nations General Assembly has again approved a 
resolution on industrial development cooperation but this time the resolution recognizes the potential 
benefits for countries of concepts such as the circular economy and Industry 4.0, and contains stronger 
language on women’s critical role in development and their contribution to structural transformation… 
 
 
International Organization for Standardization (ISO)  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/ 
By Clare Naden on 5 December 2018  
New standard for excise duty stamps helps keep illegal products off the market  
   … Excise stamps not only ensure government revenues, they also help detect the illegal and 
counterfeit products that abound. A new standard for the security of tax stamps has just...  
 
By Clare Naden on 4 December 2018  
ISO forms partnership with World Bank Group to help countries facilitate trade  
   ISO has partnered with the World Bank Group (WBG) to support ISO member national standards 
bodies in developing countries, based on their needs, with the implementation of the World Trade 
Organization (WTO) Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA). This will cover areas such as applying good 
practices for...  
 
 
UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://media.unwto.org/news 
5 December 2018 
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http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html
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https://www.iso.org/news/ref2352.html
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UNWTO/UNESCO Conference: Cultural Tourism Sustains Communities and Living Heritage 
   Madrid, Spain,– The third cultural tourism conference (3-5 December) organized jointly between the 
World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) and the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO) concluded today in Istanbul, Turkey. Participants declared their support for 
cultural tourism as a driver for safeguarding living heritage, catalyzing creativity in cities, and spreading 
tourism’s socioeconomic benefits to all. 
 
 
WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/ 
Dec 3, 2018   PR/2018/826 
World Intellectual Property Indicators: Filings for Patents, Trademarks, Industrial Designs 
Reach New Records on Strength in China 
   Worldwide demand for intellectual property (IP) tools reached record heights in 2017, with China 
driving the growth in filings for patents, trademarks, industrial designs and other IP rights that are at 
the heart of the global economy. 
 
 
CBD  Convention on Biological Diversity [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.cbd.int/press-releases/  
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
USAID [to 8 Dec 2018] 
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
DFID  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development 
Selected Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ECHO  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news 
04/12/2018 
EU steps up assistance for victims of the Venezuela crisis 
   The European Commission has allocated an additional €20 million to respond to the urgent needs of 
those affected by the socio-economic crisis in Venezuela. This comes on top of €35 million in 
emergency relief and development assistance for people...  
 
:::::: 
 
African Union [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.au.int/ 

http://www2.unwto.org/press-release/2018-12-05/unwtounesco-conference-cultural-tourism-sustains-communities-and-living-her
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/
https://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/articles/2018/article_0012.html
https://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/articles/2018/article_0012.html
http://www.cbd.int/press-releases/
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information
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[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://asean.org/category/news/asean-secretariat-news/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
European Commission [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1 
07/12/2018   
The Commission outlines a set of actions to keep cultural heritage high on the political 
agenda    
   European Commission - Press release Brussels, 7 December 2018 Closing the European Year of 
Cultural Heritage 2018 at the #EuropeForCulture conference in Vienna, the Commission has today 
highlighted a series of actions on cultural heritage.  
 
Joint statement by First Vice-President Timmermans and Commissioner Jourová 
welcoming the Council Declaration on the fight against Antisemitism  
   European Commission - Statement Brussels, 6 December 2018 Today the Council unanimously 
adopted a declaration on the fight against antisemitism and the development of a common security 
approach to better protect Jewish communities and institutions.  
 
EU steps up assistance for victims of the Venezuela crisis  
   European Commission - Press release Brussels, 4 December 2018 The European Commission has 
allocated an additional €20 million to respond to the urgent needs of those affected by the socio-
economic crisis in Venezuela. This comes on top of €35 million in emergency relief and development 
assistance for people in the.. 
 
A Europe that Protects: Commission calls for continued action to eradicate trafficking in 
human beings    
   European Commission - Press release Brussels, 4 December 2018 Today, the European Commission 
is presenting its Second Report on the progress made in the fight against trafficking in human beings. 
Taking stock of measures taken since 2015, the report highlights the main trends in trafficking in 
human beings and outlines...  

 

 
OECD  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.oecd.org/  
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
3-December-2018 
Asia Pacific should reduce inequalities in access to care for the most marginalised groups  
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   Access to healthcare has improved in the Asia Pacific region over the past decade but women in low-
income households in rural areas still have difficulty accessing care due to distance and financial 
reasons, according to a new OECD report.  
 
3-December-2018 
Improvements to pension systems have made them better placed to deliver pensions  
   Improvements in the design of pension systems over the last decade in OECD countries have made 
them more financially sustainable and governments should now focus on ensuring they provide people 
with an adequate retirement income, according to a new OECD report.  
 
 
Organization of American States (OAS)   [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.oas.org/en/ 
December 4, 2018 
OAS Permanent Council Commemorates 70th Anniversary of Declarations of Human Rights 
   The Permanent Council of the Organization of American States (OAS) today commemorated the 
seventieth anniversaries of the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man and the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, at a special session during which member states highlighted the 
importance of human rights for human dignity, democracy, freedom and equality… 
 
 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 8 Dec 2018] 
https://www.oic-oci.org/home/?lan=en 
06/12/2018 \ 
OIC Secretary General Approves Humanitarian Aid for Six Projects in Palestine 
   The Secretary General of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), Dr. Yousef Ahmed Al 
Othaimeen, approved humanitarian relief allocations for the benefit of six projects in the State of 
Palestine. 
 
05/12/2018 
FINAL COMMUNIQUÉ MEETING OF THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVES' COMMITTEE OF 
THE OIC MEMBER STATES TO DISCUSS THE SO-CALLED ISRAELI RACIAL " BASIC LAW: 
ISRAEL AS THE NATION-STATE OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE" AND ITS IMPACT ON THE 
POLITICAL AND HISTORICAL RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE 
   GENERAL SECRETARIAT OF THE ORGANIZATION OF ISLAMIC COOPERATION 
 
04/12/2018 
Al-Othaimeen Stresses the Need for Refugees to have Access to Secure Transit Routes, 
Safe Spaces and Protection 
   The Secretary General of the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) Dr. Yousef Al-Othaimeen has 
called for global comprehensive humanitarian actions that will ensure that refugees have access to 
secure transit routes, safe spaces and protection when they arrive in a host country, and resources and 
services that will help them to build a post-conflict life, free from violence and poverty.  
 
03/12/2018 
The Secretary General Calls on Member States and the International Community to 
Address Issues of Persons with Special Needs 
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   The Secretary General of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), Dr. Yousef A. Al-Othaimeen, 
called on the OIC Member States, their relevant institutions and civil society organizations to intensify 
efforts and step up attention to and support for the rights of people with special needs in various fields 
of education, rehabilitation, sports and community integration, to identify the major barriers facing 
them in their daily life and the ways to address them, and to eliminate obstacles to their integration 
into their societies. 
 
 
Group of 77  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.g77.org/ 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by H.E. Ambassador Mohamed Edress, Permanent 
Representative of Egypt to the United Nations, Chair of the Group of 77, at the High-level Meeting of 
the UN General Assembly on "Development cooperation in middle-income countries" (New York, 4 
December 2018) 
 
:::::: 
 
UNCTAD  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives]  
Press Releases 
05 Dec 2018 –  
Growth of global merchandise exports could reach 10.4 % in 2018, UNCTAD says 
 
 
04 Dec 2018 –  
Leveraging e-commerce for African development 
 
 
World Customs Organization – WCO  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.wcoomd.org/ 
Selected Latest News  
05 December 2018  
The WCO welcomes Suriname as new Member  
 
05 December 2018  
WCO signs Memorandum of Understanding with IMF  
 
04 December 2018  
WCO publishes Handbook on Data Analysis  
 
 
WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives] 
6 December 2018 
DG Azevêdo and UNSG Guterres discuss ongoing cooperation to deliver SDGs 
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   WTO Director-General Roberto Azevêdo met with United Nations Secretary General António Guterres 
at the UN headquarters in New York on 6 December to discuss the ongoing cooperation between the 
two organisations on a range of issues, particularly regarding the delivery of the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) and the challenges facing multilateral cooperation. This meeting was part 
of their continued efforts to strengthen and build on the dialogue that exists between the WTO and the 
UN.  
 
5 December 2018 
DG Azevêdo in US: This is a “once-in-a-generation opportunity” to renew trading system    
   Speaking in Washington DC on 5 December, Director-General Roberto Azevêdo said that WTO 
members have “a once-in-a-generation opportunity to renew the trading system”. He argued that in 
responding to the range of challenges in the global trading system today, momentum was building 
towards strengthening and improving the work of the WTO. The Director-General was speaking at the 
National Foreign Trade Council’s annual World Trade Dinner. During his time in Washington, the 
Director-General held a series of meetings, including with USTR Bob Lighthizer, Treasury Secretary 
Steven Mnuchin and representatives from Congress and the private sector.  
 
::::: 
 
IPU  Inter-Parliamentary Union   [to 8 Dec 2018] 
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases 
6 December 2018 
IPU acts on record number of human rights abuses against MPs in 2018 
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
 
International Court of Justice  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Criminal Court (ICC)  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
Trying individuals for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/ 
Press Release 6 December 2018   Trust Fund for Victims 
Germany Contributes €300,000 to the Trust Fund for Victims Earmarked to Reparations  
 
Press Release 6 December 2018  Trust Fund for Victims 
Ireland contributes €175,000 to the Trust Fund for Victims  
 
Statement 4 December 2018  
Statement by the ICC Prosecutor Fatou Bensouda at the opening of the 17th Session of the 
Assembly of States Parties  
 
Statement 4 December 2018  
Statement by the ICC President Chile Eboe-Osuji at the opening of the 17th Session of the 
Assembly of States Parties  
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Press Release 4 December 2018 Trust Fund for Victims 
Netherlands contributes more than €1 million to the Trust Fund for Victims  
 
:::::: 
 
World Bank [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week]  
Accelerated remittances growth to low- and middle-income countries in 2018 
   WASHINGTON, December 8, 2018 — Remittances to low- and middle-income countries grew rapidly 
and are projected to reach a new record in 2018, says the latest edition of the World Bank’s Migration 
and Development...  
Date: December 08, 2018 Type: Press Release  
 
World Bank Group Launches Innovation Challenge to Strengthen Data Privacy and 
Empower the World’s ‘Invisible Billion’ 
   One billion people are unable to prove their identity, which can exclude them from economic 
opportunities and vital services such as education and healthcare Washington, D.C., December 7th, 
2018 –The World...  
Date: December 07, 2018 Type: Press Release  
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
World Bank Lends $500 million to Bangladesh for Dairy, Livestock Productivity 
   WASHINGTON, Dec. 6, 2018 —The World Bank today approved $500 million to improve livestock and 
dairy production in Bangladesh so that the country can meet growing demand for egg, meat and milk 
and thereby...  
Date: December 06, 2018 Type: Press Release 
 
 
IMF  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Africa-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
December 4, 2018 
Age of Ingenuity: Reimagining 21st Century International Cooperation 
Eighth Henry A. Kissinger Lecture — Library of Congress  
Christine Lagarde — Managing Director — International Monetary Fund  
Washington, DC  
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
 
African Development Bank Group  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Africa-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
AEC Urges African Countries to embrace economic integration as game changer for 
inclusive sustainable growth 
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http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2018/12/06/world-bank-lends-500-million-to-bangladesh-for-dairy-livestock-productivity
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article
https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2018/12/04/sp120418-md-kissinger-speech
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/aec-urges-african-countries-to-embrace-economic-integration-as-game-changer-for-inclusive-sustainable-growth-18812/
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/aec-urges-african-countries-to-embrace-economic-integration-as-game-changer-for-inclusive-sustainable-growth-18812/


   

  

   06/12/2018 - “Economic integration is a game-changing reality and African countries must fully 
embrace it to achieve sustainable and inclusive development that reduce poverty and inequality in all 
its dimensions.” This is the main conclusion of the 2018 African Economic Conference (AEC), which 
closed Thursday in Kigali, Rwanda. 
 
New Africa’s Sustainable Development report urges improved planning to leverage 
potential of urbanization and address attendant environmental challenges 
   05/12/2018 - The latest report on Africa’s sustainable development urges governments to strengthen 
their urban planning capacities to manage the potential of the region’s ever-expanding cities and 
address environmental challenges including climate change, droughts and floods. 
 
African Development Bank, Big Win Philanthropy, Dangote Foundation launch ambitious 
plan to improve child nutrition, fight stunting 
   04/12/2018 - Working with Big Win Philanthropy and Aliko Dangote Foundation, the African 
Development Bank has unveiled a new Multi-Sectoral Nutrition Action Plan that aims at raising 
investments towards reducing stunting by 40% in African children aged under 5 by 2025. 
 
African Economic Conference 2018 focusses on Africa Visa Openness and integration 
   03/12/2018 - For millions of ordinary travellers, inter-African travel is still too often a nightmare. Be it 
border hassles, lack of road or air routes linking key cities, or the frustrations of being refused entry to 
a country because of visas, the end result is to curtail the free movement of people, viewed by the 
African Development Bank as one of the pillars of regional integration. 
 
 
Asian Development Bank  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.adb.org/news/releases 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-
level announcements are added each week] 
7 Dec 2018 
ADB to Partner on New $4 Million Facility to Help Asia Meet Climate Commitments 
   KATOWICE, POLAND (7 December 2018) — The Asian Development Bank today announced the 
launch of the Article 6 Support Facility, a $4 million initiative to help developing member countries in 
Asia and the Pacific combat climate change. 
 
 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank   [to 8 Dec 2018] 
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-
level announcements are added each week] 
Top News 
USD400 Million from AIIB For Safe Drinking Water, Improved Sanitation in Andhra 
Pradesh 
Beijing, China, December 07, 2018 
   About 3.3 million people in Andhra Pradesh will have access to safe drinking water following the 
approval of a USD400 million loan by the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank’s (AIIB) Board of 
Directors. 
 
Latest News Releases 

https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/new-africas-sustainable-development-report-urges-improved-planning-to-leverage-potential-of-urbanization-and-address-attendant-environmental-challenges-18802/
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/new-africas-sustainable-development-report-urges-improved-planning-to-leverage-potential-of-urbanization-and-address-attendant-environmental-challenges-18802/
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/african-development-bank-big-win-philanthropy-dangote-foundation-launch-ambitious-plan-to-improve-child-nutrition-fight-stunting-18789/
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/african-development-bank-big-win-philanthropy-dangote-foundation-launch-ambitious-plan-to-improve-child-nutrition-fight-stunting-18789/
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http://www.adb.org/news/releases
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-partner-new-4-million-facility-help-asia-meet-climate-commitments
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https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/2018/20181207_002.html
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/2018/20181207_002.html


   

  

Beijing, China, December 07, 2018 
AIIB to Support Indonesia’s Sustainable Tourism Development 
  The global tourism industry continues to grow and is a vital source of employment and income, 
contributing over 10 percent of global gross domestic product and linked to 10 ... 
 
Beijing, China, December 03, 2018 
MDBs’ Alignment Approach to the Objectives of the Paris Agreement 
  Multilateral Development Banks (MDBs) today announced a joint framework for aligning their 
activities with the goals of the Paris Agreement, reinforcing their commitment to combat ... 
 
 
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news 
07 Dec 18 
New IFAD-funded project to raise incomes of smallholder farmers in Uganda  
 
05 Dec 18 
IFAD-financed projects support rural poverty reduction and agricultural development in 
Kenya  
 

 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 

:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
   We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new research and 
major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, collaborations, and initiatives 
across the human rights, humanitarian response and development spheres of action.  WE will not 
reference fundraising announcements, programs, events or appeals, and generally not include content 
which is primarily photo-documentation or video in format. 
 
 
Action Contre la Faim – Action Against Hunger  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org 
Yémen 
240,000 PERSONNES EN MANQUE EXTRÊME DE NOURRITURE 
Posté le 7 décembre 2018  
   Le 5 décembre, le Cadre Intégré de Classification de la Sécurité Alimentaire (Integrated Food 
Security Phase Classification, IPC) – qui est un classement de référence pour mesurer l’insécurité 
alimentaire – a déclaré une « situation catastrophique » dans plusieurs régions du Yémen. Se référant 
aux résultats de sa dernière évaluation, l’IPC souligne la détérioration rapide de la situation humanitaire 
après plus de quatre ans de conflit meurtrier… 
 
 
Alliance for International Medical Action (ALIMA)  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
https://www.alima-ngo.org/en/press-room 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/2018/20181207_001.html
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/2018/20181203_001.html
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/40876962
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/40870145
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/40870145
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/
https://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/presse/240-000-personnes-en-manque-extreme-de-nourriture/
https://www.alima-ngo.org/en/press-room


   

  

Amref Health Africa  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://amref.org/news/news/ 
Wednesday, 5 December 2018 
287 Girls Graduate from Childhood to Womanhood without ‘The Cut’ 
  …Today, communities in Oloitokitok are slowly embracing Alternative Rite of Passage (ARP) for girls, 
a ceremony that replaces and Female Genital Mutilation/Cutting (FGM/C) and girls transition into 
womanhood without being circumcised. 
   After finishing a three-day ARP training programme where they were taught about reproductive 
health, child rights, harmful and good cultural practises among the Maasai community, 287 girls 
between the ages nine and 16 years proudly graduated at Olmapinu Primary School in Rombo Village 
on Saturday, December 1. 
   The elders who are custodians of culture and traditions blessed the girls and declared their 
commitment to protect them against the deeply rooted harmful cultural practise… 
 
 
Aravind Eye Care System  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.aravind.org/default/currentnewscontent 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BRAC  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.brac.net/#news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CARE International  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases 
6th Dec 2018      
Almost four years of conflict has led to declaration of catastrophic food security conditions 
in Yemen 
   According to the just-published Integrated Phase Classification (IPC) report, 240,000 people are 
living in famine-like conditions in Yemen. Over 70% of the population – 20 million people – are living in 
emergency or crisis levels of food insecurity, with 9.8 million in need of immediate assistance 
 
 
Clubhouse International  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
https://www.drc.dk/news 
05.12.2018 
Torrential rains and flooding mark only the beginning of Iraq’s rainy season 
   Thousands of families, already struggling to survive throughout Iraq’s displacement camps and host 
communities, were forced to flee as flood waters consumed their homes 
 
  

http://amref.org/news/news/
http://amref.org/news/news/
https://amref.org/news/287-girls-graduate-childhood-womanhood-without-cut/
http://www.aravind.org/default/currentnewscontent
http://www.brac.net/#news
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases
https://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases/almost-four-years-of-conflict-has-led-to-declaration-of-catastrophic-food-security-conditions-in-yemen
https://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases/almost-four-years-of-conflict-has-led-to-declaration-of-catastrophic-food-security-conditions-in-yemen
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html
https://www.drc.dk/news
https://drc.ngo/news/torrential-rains-and-flooding-mark-only-the-beginning-of-iraq-s-rainy-season


   

  

ECPAT  [to 8 Dec 2018]  
http://www.ecpat.net/news 
News & Updates 
New EU online privacy law likely to endanger the safety of children  
2/12/2018 
   ECPAT International, along with more than 50 other child rights NGOs from across the European 
Union, have sent a letter to EU President Jean-Claude Juncker asking for the EU to amend the wording 
of the proposed changes to the EU online privacy laws, so that specialist software that tracks child 
sexual abuse imagery can still be permitted to operate. Unless changed, the proposed regulation 
threatens to undermine efforts by governments, law enforcement agencies, NGOs and others that have 
been fighting this crime for years in collaboration with the private sector.  
   The draft Regulation on Privacy and Electronic Communications (e-Privacy Regulation) is currently 
under consideration in Brussels… 
 
 
Fountain House  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Humanity & Inclusion  [nee Handicap International]  [to 8 Dec 2018]  
http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases 
December 05, 2018 1:50 PM  
Yemen | Joint Statement Welcoming Upcoming Consultations in Sweden  
 
December 03, 2018 1:43 PM  
Children with disabilities become the teachers on Disability Day  
 
 
Heifer International  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HelpAge International  [to 8 Dec 2018]  
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
ICRC  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports   
Digital trails could endanger people receiving humanitarian aid, ICRC and Privacy 
International find 
   Geneva (ICRC) – The humanitarian sector’s growing use of digital and mobile technologies creates 
records that can be accessed and misused by third parties, potentially putting people receiving 
humanitarian aid at risk, a joint report from Privacy International and the International Committee of 
the Red Cross (ICRC) has found. 

http://www.ecpat.net/news
http://www.ecpat.org/news/eu-online-privacy/
http://www.ecpat.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/Letter-to-EU.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/news/stronger-privacy-rules-electronic-communications
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press
http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases
https://www.hi-us.org/joint_statement_welcoming_upcoming_consultations_in_sweden
https://www.hi-us.org/children_with_disabilities_teach_on_international_day_of_persons_with_disabilities
http://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases.html
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/digital-trails-could-endanger-people-receiving-humanitarian-aid-icrc-and-privacy
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/digital-trails-could-endanger-people-receiving-humanitarian-aid-icrc-and-privacy


   

  

07-12-2018 | 
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
Migration: Ensure the safety and dignity of migrants by adopting the Global Compact on 
Migration 
   A statement from the International Committee of the Red Cross on the Global Compact on Migration  
06-12-2018 | News release  
 
A step further in the search for persons missing in connection with 1992-93 armed conflict 
in Abkhazia 
   Yerevan (ICRC) – The coordination mechanism comprising Georgian and Abkhaz participants that is 
seeking to account for 2,258 people who went missing in connection with the 1992-93 armed conflict in 
Abkhazia and its aftermath held a meeting today, on  
04-12-2018 | News release  
 
African Union: ICRC calls on all parties to conflict to respect IHL in urban warfare 
04-12-2018 | Statement  
 
 
IFRC   [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/ 
Morocco 
MEDIA ADVISORY: IFRC Leadership at Marrakech Migration Conference 
   Geneva, 6 December 2018 –Red Cross and Red Crescent leaders will strongly press governments to 
adopt the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration, and to translate the ambitions of 
the agreement into tangible actions that prioritize the s … 
 
6 December 2018 
IFRC: “The world is failing” child migrants at risk of violence, exploitation and sexual 
abuse 
   Geneva, 3 December 2018 – Thousands of unaccompanied and separated children are at daily risk of 
sexual and gender-based violence along the world’s migratory trails, the International Federation of 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) warned tod … 
 
 
International Medical Corps (IMC)   [to 8 Dec 2018] 
https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/ 
Story 
International Medical Corps in Yemen 
December 6, 2018  
   Impoverished conditions and a bitter armed conflict now deep into its fourth year are pushing more 
than a quarter of Yemen’s 29 million people ever closer to the brink of famine, United Nations officials 
have warned. Despite deteriorating security conditions and growing challenges that hinder efforts to 
aid Yemen’s beleaguered civilian population, International Medical Corps remains active in the country. 
We continue to provide live-saving humanitarian assistance there, as we have since first arriving during 
calmer times in 2012 with the mission to help reduce chronic malnutrition and treat acute malnutrition 
among young children and nursing and pregnant women… 
 

https://www.icrc.org/en/document/migration-ensure-safety-and-dignity-migrants-adopting-global-compact-migration
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IRC  International Rescue Committee  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 
Press Release  
New nutrition analysis confirms children are being starved in Yemen 
December 6, 2018  
 
Press Release  
The LEGO Foundation awards $100 million to Sesame Workshop to bring the power of 
learning through play to children affected by the Rohingya and Syrian refugee crises  
December 5, 2018  
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
Press Release  
Yemen peace consultations: time for action 
December 4, 2018  
 
 
IRCT  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.irct.org/ 
News 06 Dec 2018  
Rehabilitation expert receives prestigious human rights award  
   Yesterday, Nora Sveaass, a leading expert in rehabilitation of torture victims, received the University 
of Oslo's 2018 Human Rights Award for her lifelong work with refugees, human rights violations and 
the psychological consequences on victims. The IRCT warmly congratulates Ms Sveaass with this well-
deserved recognition of her tireless work with torture victims… 
 
 
Islamic Relief Worldwide  [to 8 Dec 2018]  
https://www.islamic-relief.org/ 
Latest News 
5 Dec 2018 
Joint INGO Statement Welcoming Upcoming Consultations In Sweden 
 
 
Landsea   [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Medecins du Monde   [to 8 Dec 2018]  
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 8 Dec 2018]  
http://www.msf.org/ 
Selected News; Project Updates, Reports 

http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/new-nutrition-analysis-confirms-children-are-being-starved-yemen
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https://www.oslopeacedays.no/english/events/human-rights-prize-05-12.html
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https://www.islamic-relief.org/joint-statement-consultations-sweden/
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/
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Mediterranean migration  
Aquarius forced to end operations as Europe condemns people to drown  
Press Release 6 Dec 2018  
 
Yemen  
Whether it be from the sky or on the ground, medical care is a target in Yemen  
In the Media 6 Dec 2018  
 
Yemen  
“When you add it all up, you’re looking at a devastating situation for the… 
Interview 6 Dec 2018  
 
Pakistan  
Bringing hope to sufferers of a neglected disease  
Project Update 5 Dec 2018  
In May, MSF opened a treatment centre for cutaneous leishmaniasis  in Peshawar - its fourth in 
Pakistan. 
 
Hepatitis C  
Appeal lodged against decision to uphold Gilead’s patent on hepatitis C drug  
Press Release 5 Dec 2018  
Paris – Six organisations, including Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF), have just appealed the European 
Patent Office’s September decision to uphold US pharmaceutical corporation Gilead Science’s patent on 
the key hepatitis C drug sofosbuvir. 
The appeal – filed by Médecins du Monde (MdM), MSF, AIDES (France), Access to Medicines Ireland, 
Praksis (Greece) and Salud por Derecho (Spain) – states that the European Patent Office (EPO) should 
revoke Gilead’s patent because it does not meet the requirements to be a patentable invention from a 
legal or scientific perspective. 
 
Democratic Republic of Congo  
Ebola spreads further into urban communities and isolated areas in North Kivu  
Project Update 3 Dec 2018  
The Ebola epidemic continues to spread through the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC)’s North Kivu 
province. The newest areas to be affected include the city of Butembo and a number of isolated areas 
that are hard to reach. So far, 440 people have been infected with the virus, 255 of whom have died. 
Our teams continue to strengthen their efforts to help bring the epidemic under control. 
 
Nauru  
Report: Indefinite Despair  
Report 2 Dec 2018  
   Indefinite Despair is based on data collected during our work on Nauru before being forced to end 
our activities early October. This report shows with figures and medical data the extreme levels of 
suffering on the island and the impact of Australian policy of offshore processing. MSF was the only 
independent mental health provider on the island, so this is the only independent analysis of its kind. 
 
 
Mercy Corps [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 

https://www.msf.org/aquarius-forced-end-operations-europe-condemns-people-drown
https://www.msf.org/whether-it-be-sky-or-ground-medical-care-target-yemen
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No new digest content identified.  
 
 
Operation Smile  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office 
Program Schedule 
Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve every 
opportunity for safe surgical care.  
 
 
OXFAM [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases 
Selected News/Announcements 
Greece, EU: Move Asylum Seekers to Safety 
6 December 2018 
   The Greek government and the EU should urgently ensure that all asylum seekers on the Aegean 
islands are transferred to suitable accommodation on the mainland or relocated to other EU countries 
as winter approaches, 20 human rights and other organizations said today. 
 
More investment in resilience and development needed to tackle Sahel hunger crisis 
5 December 2018 
   Africa's Sahel region currently faces the world’s fastest rise in food insecurity – with an increase of 
more than 13 million people over the last 11 years. 
 
 
Norwegian Refugee Council   [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.nrc.no/ 
Latest news from NRC 
Iraqis still languishing one year since announced defeat of Islamic State group 
07. Dec 2018  
   Millions of Iraqis are still destitute one year since the Iraqi government declared victory against the 
so-called Islamic State group. Too many of them are homeless or in camps they are not allowed to 
leave. This makes them unable to rebuild their lives.  
 
Hondurans repatriated to hopelessness 
NRC|Published 07. Dec 2018|Edited 06. Dec 2018  
   Over 67,000 displaced Hondurans who tried to escape violence and poverty have been sent back 
from US and Mexico so far this year. Many become displaced again in Honduras as they cannot return 
to their homes.  
 
Statements from the Norwegian Refugee Council in relation to the launch of the UN Global 
Humanitarian Appeal: 
NRC|Published 04. Dec 2018  
 
Corruption can, at worst, take lives 
Kristine Gronhaug|Published 04. Dec 2018  
   Corruption in the aid sector is particularly serious because it affects the most vulnerable of us. 
"Those who have to pay the highest price are usually the people desperate for help," says Gro 

http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office
http://www.operationsmile.org/approach/program-schedule
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https://www.nrc.no/news/2018/december/corruption-can-at-worst-take-lives/


   

  

Skaaren-Fystro, Special Adviser to Transparency International (TI). Together with the Norwegian 
Refugee Council (NRC), TI has developed tools that can help combat corruption.  
 
Building classrooms in DR Congo 
Ephrem Chiruza|Published 04. Dec 2018  
   In the Rutshuru territory, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, many students and teachers are 
often victims of kidnapping for ransom. At least 7.4 million children in the country, between the ages of 
five and 17, are unable to attend school.  
 
 
Pact  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.pactworld.org/ 
No new digest content identified.  
 
 
Partners In Health  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.pih.org/blog  
Dec 07, 2018  
Q&A: Dr. Abera Leta on the March to Universal Health Coverage  
   Dr. Abera Leta, executive director for PIH in Lesotho, describes how the country's health reform is 
moving Lesotho toward UHC and changing the lives of thousands. Read More  
 
Dec 04, 2018  
Gladys: Trailblazer, Midwife, and Feminist in Sierra Leone  
   Boyama Gladys Katingor, the head midwife at Wellbody Clinic in Kono, Sierra Leone, ensures every 
expectant mother receives the best possible care and advocates for her patients' best interests both in 
and outside the clinic. Read More  
 
 
 PATH  [to 8 Dec 2018]  
https://www.path.org/media-center/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Plan International/BORNEfonden  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Save The Children [to 8 Dec 2018] 
https://www.savethechildren.net/news 
Thursday 6 December 2018  
Famine or not, 120,000 children in yemen are in a ‘catastrophic’ condition  
 
 
SOS-Kinderdorf International  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/about-sos/press/press-releases 
Interview – 3 December 2018  
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http://www.pih.org/blog
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Unaccompanied children are ‘the most vulnerable’ 
   More educational support is needed for refugee children who are separated from their families, says 
Vesna Mrakovic-Jokanovic, National Director of SOS Children's Villages Serbia. 
 
 
Tostan  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.tostan.org 
Dec 3, 2018  
30 communities in southern Senegal declare abandonment of female genital cutting and 
child marriage, following the Tostan program 
   A real breakthrough in a conservative region 30 communities in the commune of Linkering, in the 
Kolda region of southern Senegal, came together on Sunday, November 25, 2018, to publicly declare 
abandonment of harmful traditional practices, and show their commitment to... 
 
 
Women for Women International  [to 8 Dec 2018]  
https://www.womenforwomen.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Vision  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://wvi.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
::::: 
 
Center for Media Ethics and Responsibility/CMFR   [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://cmfr-phil.org/media-ethics-responsibility/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Electronic Frontiers Foundation 
https://www.eff.org/updates?type=press_release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Freedom House [to 8 Dec 2018] 
https://freedomhouse.org/news 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Research 
Germany Prepares for a Post-Merkel Future 
Dec 6 2018 - 6:12pm 
    Upcoming EU and state elections could determine the country’s new direction. 
 
 
Transparency International  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
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::::: 
 
Bond  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
https://www.bond.org.uk/news 
6 December 2018  
How do we build protective environments for the world’s most vulnerable children? 
   Three key themes emerged from an event on protecting children and empowering them to stand up 
for their rights.  
Stacy Stroud 
 
Counter Terrorism Bill: Lords pass amendment to protect aid workers  
   Following a call from 22 NGOs, the House of Lords passed an amendment to a bill which exempts aid 
workers from prosecution after travelling to fragile states.  
4 December 2018  
 
 
ChildFund Alliance  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
https://childfundalliance.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CONCORD  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/ 
Dec 6, 2018 
CONCORD appoints new Director Tanya Cox as Seamus Jeffreson leaves 
    After five years as Director, Seamus Jeffreson is moving on from CONCORD, the European 
Confederation of Development NGOs. From January 2019, Tanya Cox will take over and become the 
new Director of the Confederation. 
 
Learning & Exchange Forum 2018 – Cultural Shift towards resilience 
Dec 3, 2018  
   CONCORD members gathered in Prague on 26 and 28 November to explore possibilities of a Cultural 
Shift in NGOs sector. In the current environment where Civil Society Organisations are challenged, 
criminalised and losing support from their governments and the citizens, the aim of Learning and 
Exchange Forum 2018 was to explore how and to what extent CSOs need to change their culture and 
sharpen their values to remain relevant and true to themselves. 
 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre 
LATEST PRESS RELEASES 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
The Elders  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://theelders.org/news-media 
Selected Press Releases and Major Announcements 
News 
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World leaders must recommit to UN global values to achieve peace and security 
04 Dec 2018 
   Martti Ahtisaari reflects on his time working with The Elders and stresses the importance of 
international cooperation and shared values. 
 
Opinion 
Climate change is a global health catastrophe  
09 Oct 2018 
   Ricardo Lagos explains the threat climate change poses to global health. 
 
 
END Fund   [to 8 Dec 2018] 
https://end.org/media-hub/ 
Selected Press Releases and Major Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Evidence Aid   [to 8 Dec 2018] 
www.evidenceaid.org  
Website not responding at inquiry 
 
 
Gavi [to 8 Dec 2018] 
https://www.gavi.org/ 
05 December 2018 
Harnessing the power of partnerships to benefit maternal, newborn & child health 
The Partners Forum for The Partnership for Maternal, Newborn & Child Health represents a landmark 
opportunity to push for action to improve the health and well-being of women, children and 
adolescents 
   New Delhi, India, 5 December - Gavi’s Deputy CEO, Anuradha Gupta, will join over 1,200 
representatives from governments, civil society and the private sector at a high-level meeting in New 
Delhi (12–13 December) to demonstrate the power of partnerships to improve and transform the lives 
of women, children and adolescents. 
   Hosted by the Government of India, the Partners’ Forum of The Partnership for Maternal, Newborn & 
Child Health (PMNCH) will set out to align objectives, strategies and resources, as well as seeking 
agreement on interventions to improve maternal, newborn, child and adolescent health… 
 
Mobile phones and digital technology to boost vaccine delivery in Uganda 
New collaboration will address vaccine supply challenges in 171 health facilities ensuring that children 
in the hardest-to-reach areas are protected with vaccines. 
   Geneva, 4 December 2018 – Thousands of children living in the densely populated districts of 
Wakiso, Nakaseke and Nakasongola in central Uganda will get better access to life-saving vaccines 
thanks to a new collaboration between the Uganda Ministry of Health, Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, UPS 
and Freight in Time Ltd (FIT). The 18 month pilot project will use a customised mobile app and a 
wireless temperature monitoring system to help address supply chain challenges in 171 health facilities 
in three districts with the some of the lowest immunisation coverage and the highest number of 
unimmunised children in the country… 
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Global Fund  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/ 
02 December 2018 
At Mandela 100, Global Fund Builds on South Africa’s Progress against HIV  
   The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria strengthened its partnership with South 
Africa in the fight against HIV, announcing a new grant aimed at capitalizing on strong HIV programs 
to make even greater progress in treatment and prevention, in protecting and promoting human rights, 
and in strengthening health systems. 
   The grant, for US$369 million, includes specific efforts aimed at lowering HIV infection rates among 
adolescent girls and young women who are disproportionately affected by the disease… 
 
 
Hilton Prize Coalition [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ICVA - International Council of Voluntary Agencies   [to 8 Dec 2018] 
https://icvanetwork.org/ 
Latest resources 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
INEE – an international network for education in emergencies   [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.ineesite.org/en/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
InterAction  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.interaction.org/ 
Latest News; Blog Entries 
Dec 7, 2018  
Conflict Displacing Thousands in Southern Ethiopia: Report 
   For the past year, southern Ethiopia has been in the midst of a major humanitarian crisis. Hundreds 
of...  
 
Dec 5, 2018  
What You Need to Know about the Protection of Civilians During U.S. Partnered Operations 
   The United States often relies on military partners—allied forces or non-state armed groups—to 
pursue its...  
 
 
Start Network [to 8 Dec 2018] 
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
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3ie  International Initiative for Impact Evaluation [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.3ieimpact.org/en/about/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action 
(ALNAP)     [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.alnap.org/ 
05 Dec 2018 
THE STATE OF THE HUMANITARIAN SYSTEM 2018 
   An independent study compiling the latest statistics and analysis on the size, shape and scope of 
the humanitarian system and assessing overall performance and progress. 
 
 
CHS Alliance  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://chsalliance.org/news-events/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Development Initiatives   [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://devinit.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
EHLRA/R2HC   [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
Groupe URD   [to 8 Dec 2018] 
https://www.urd.org/?lang=en 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Humanitarian Studies Association  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
https://ihsa.info/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
The Sphere Project [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.sphereproject.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP)  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
https://phap.org/ 
Latest News 
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No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
Brookings 
http://www.brookings.edu/ 
Accessed 8 Dec 2018 
Latest Research 
U.S. Politics & Government  
Tracking turnover in the Trump administration 
Kathryn Dunn Tenpas, Elaine Kamarck, and Nicholas W. Zeppos 
Friday, December 7, 2018  
 
U.S. Economy  
Seasonally and weather-adjusting the monthly jobs numbers 
Jonathan Wright 
Friday, December 7, 2018  
 
U.S. Economy  
Labor market considerations for a national job guarantee 
Ryan Nunn, Jimmy O’Donnell, and Jay Shambaugh 
Thursday, December 6, 2018  
 
U.S. Foreign Policy  
Ending Gaza’s perpetual crisis: A new U.S. approach 
Hady Amr, Ilan Goldenberg, Kevin Huggard, and Natan Sachs 
December 2018  
 
Developing Economies  
Africa’s tourism potential 
Landry Signé 
Monday, December 3, 2018  
 
 
Center for Global Development    [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center 
December 4, 2018 
A Tool to Implement the Global Compact for Migration: Ten Key Steps for Building Global 
Skill Partnerships 
   The world needs better ways to manage international migration for this century. Those better ways 
finally have a roadmap: the Global Compact for Migration. And one promising tool is Global Skill 
Partnerships. 
Michael Clemens and Kate Gough  
 
 
CSIS  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
https://www.csis.org/ 
Selected Reports 
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Report 
How 5G Will Shape Innovation and Security 
December 6, 2018 | James Andrew Lewis  
This primer examines the national security risks and economic opportunities posed to the United States 
and the West by the development of 5G networks. 
 
Report 
75 Years after the 1943 Agreements 
December 5, 2018  
In a “Day After” scenario, how will Venezuela’s oil sector rebuild? Ramon Espinasa looks back on the 
Venezuelan Hydrocarbons Law, 75 years after its initial passage, and explores what the future may 
hold for Venezuelan oil. 
 
Report 
The Role of Italy in Global Economic Development 
December 4, 2018 | Jena Santoro, Daniel F. Runde  
Italy’s Agency for Development Cooperation (AICS) establishes itself as a major contributor to global 
efforts toward economic development.  
 
Report 
Women's Economic Empowerment and Women's Health Services  
December 3, 2018 | Janet Fleischman, Cathryn Streifel The importance of economic empowerment for 
women to achieve inclusive economic growth has gained bipartisan support in the United States, but 
success will require strengthening alignment with women’s health programs, including maternal health, 
family planning, and HIV services.  
 
Report 
The Article II Mandate: Forging a Stronger Economic Alliance between the United States 
and Japan 
December 3, 2018 | Matthew P. Goodman, Ann Listerud  
Washington and Tokyo can ensure better economic outcomes for themselves and others by working 
together to advance their preferred rules and norms. A more robust economic statecraft, jointly 
pursued, is central to advancing U.S. and Japanese interests in the Indo-Pacific. 
 
 
ODI   [to 8 Dec 2018] 
https://www.odi.org/  
Selected Press Releases & Reports 
Making finance consistent with climate goals: insights for operationalising Article 2.1c of 
the UNFCCC Paris Agreement  
Research reports and studies | December 2018 | Shelagh Whitley, Joe Thwaites, Helena Wright and 
Caroline Ott 
   This paper presents a framework to support governments and non-state actors operationalise Article 
2.1c of the UNFCCC Paris Agreement. 
 
Capacity and complementarity in the Rohingya response in Bangladesh  
Working and discussion papers | December 2018 | Caitlin Wake and John Bryant 
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   Exploring issues of capacity and complementarity in the Rohingya response within a broader 
humanitarian policy context, including localisation. 
 
Financing EU external action: understanding Member State priorities  
Working and discussion papers | December 2018 | Clare Castillejo, Niels Keijzer, Oscar Chmiel, Mariella 
Di Ciommo, Juha Jokela, Erik Lundsgaarde, Iliana Olivié, Aitor Perez, Sanne Thijssen, Julie Vaille, 
Zsuzsanna Vegh and Bernardo Venturi 
   This paper assesses the key features of the next EU Multi-Annual Financial Framework 2020–2027 
and the feasibility of its ambitions.  
 
 
Urban Institute   [to 8 Dec 2018] 
https://www.urban.org/publications 
December 5, 2018 
Institutionalizing Urban Resilience  
   100 Resilient Cities (100RC) identified the need to transform public institutions, functions, and 
operations in city government as its primary strategy to affect how cities mitigate shocks and reduce 
chronic stressors, particularly for its poorest and most vulnerable citizens. The program promotes such 
practices as inclusive planning, comprehensive analyses of external shocks and internal stressors, 
consensus building, and cross  
Carlos Martín, Sara McTarnaghan 
Research Report 

  
Place Matters: A Two-Generation Approach to Housing  
   Place matters in the lives of families; homes are the anchor for family life, and the quality of one’s 
housing is an important determinant of health and economic outcomes. This joint publication by the 
Urban Institute and the Aspen Institute offers a set of recommendations on how to harness public and 
assisted housing and public-private housing partnerships to promote better outcomes for families. Read 
the full report on the  
Elsa Falkenburger, Sarah Haight, Susan J. Popkin 
December 5, 2018 
Research Report 
  
Measuring Income Inequality in the US: Methodological Issues  
   This brief discusses in depth the methodological issues of measuring income inequality in the US as 
discussed by Rose (2018). The primary issues concern different studies’ definitions of income, datasets, 
units of analysis, income measures (market incomes only; total cash income with government 
transfers; and posttax, posttransfer income), income adjustments for household size, and the price 
deflators.  
Stephen Rose 
December 4, 2018 
Brief 
  
Proposed Public Charge Rule Could Jeopardize Recent Coverage Gains among Citizen 
Children  
   On October 10, 2018, the administration proposed a major change to immigration policy through an 
expanded definition of “public charge.” The proposed public charge rule would make it more difficult 
for applicants to secure lawful permanent residency (“green cards”) or temporary visas by negatively 
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weighing recent or potential participation in safety net programs such as Medicaid during the 
immigration admissions process.  
Genevieve M. Kenney, Jennifer M. Haley, Robin Wang 
December 3, 2018 
Brief 
  
The ABCs of Co-op Impact  
   Cooperatives are member-owned, democratically-controlled business enterprises. The nature of 
cooperatives is inherently both locally-based and participatory. Because of this, cooperatives are well 
positioned to contribute directly to community vitality and stability. Yet, it is challenging to find a 
compelling, discreet group of metrics that apply across cooperatives given their range of activities and 
contexts. This brief  
Brett Theodos, Corianne Payton Scally, Leiha Edmonds 
December 3, 2018 
Brief 
  
How Different Studies Measure Income Inequality  
   Though measuring inequality seems straightforward and uncontroversial, methodological issues 
greatly affect findings. This brief presents the intricacies of several income inequality studies and 
explains their different results. Researchers’ estimates of income inequality differ significantly because 
they use different units of analysis, definitions of income, adjustments for family size, capital income 
measures (if any), and  
Stephen Rose 
December 3, 2018 
Brief 
   
   
World Economic Forum    [to 8 Dec 2018] 
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/ 
Selected News Releases 
No new digest content identified. 

 
 
*                      *                       *                        * 
 
 

:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will primarily monitor press/media releases announcing key initiatives and new research from a 
growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, humanitarian 
response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended to be exhaustive, but 
indicative.  
 
 

Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 8 Dec 2018] 
https://www.alleninstitute.org/news-press/ 
News 
This human neuron is on a different wavelength than its mouse counterpart  
December 5, 2018 
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   Study uncovers subtle differences in how rodents and humans use the same kind of brain cell, could 
have implications for drug and disease research 
 
News 
What’s hot in neuroscience in 2018?  
December 3, 2018 
   Following the 2018 Society for Neuroscience conference, the field’s largest gathering, Allen Institute 
researchers reflect on trending topics in brain research 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Annie E. Casey Foundation   [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/ 
Newsroom 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
Blue Meridian Partners [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/ 
Blue Meridian Partners is a new capital aggregation collaboration that plans to invest at least $1 billion 
in high-performance nonprofits that are poised to have truly national impact for economically 
disadvantaged children and youth.  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clinton Foundation  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements 
Press Release  
December 6, 2018  
Clinton Foundation Completes Five-Year Community Health Transformation Effort in 
Central Arkansas 
   Work in Central Arkansas with a wide range of partners has improved health and wellness since 
2013; will continue through sustained Foundation efforts  
 
 
Co Impact   [to 8 Dec 2018] 
www.co-impact.io 
Co-Impact is a global philanthropic collaborative for systems change focused on improving the lives of 
millions of people around the world. 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Ford Foundation  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.fordfoundation.org/?filter=News 
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https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases/clinton-foundation-completes-five-year-community-health-transformation-effort-central
http://co-impact.io/
http://www.fordfoundation.org/?filter=News


   

  

No new digest content identified. 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 8 Dec 2018] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press 
GHIT was set up in 2012 with the aim of developing new tools to tackle infectious diseases that 
devastate the world’s poorest people. Other funders include six Japanese pharmaceutical  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

Grameen Foundation    [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.grameenfoundation.org/news-events/press-room 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/  
Latest Updates  
Hewlett Foundation announces new Hewlett 50 Arts Commission recipients   
   Grants to 10 Bay Area nonprofits fund work with world-class artists on new works of theater, musical 
theater, and spoken word productions Media Contact: Heath Wickline Communications Officer Hewlett 
Foundation 415.518.2580 hwickline@hewlett.org MENLO PARK, Calif. - The William and Flora Hewlett 
Foundation announced today 10 new recipients of its Hewlett 50 Arts Commissions, a five-year,…  
December 5, 2018  
 
Lessons from the boreal forest   
   For nearly 20 years, the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation has been supporting grantees, 
working with First Nations, to conserve Canada's boreal forest for its cultural, ecological, and economic 
benefits. The boreal is one of the world's largest intact ecosystems and its third-largest wetland, 
providing critical habitat for polar bears, wolverines, and more than 300…  
By  Andrea Keller Helsel  
December 3, 2018  
 
Evaluation of the Boreal Forest Conservation Initiative   
   The TERRAMAR consulting group’s strategic evaluation of the Hewlett Foundation’s Boreal Forest 
Conservation Initiative (Boreal Initiative) focused on capturing learning about programmatic success, as 
well as identifying challenges, gaps and emergent strategic opportunities. The evaluation was 
completed in April 2018.  
By  Terramar Consulting  
December 3, 2018  
 
 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IKEA Foundation    [to 8 Dec 2018] 

https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press
http://www.grameenfoundation.org/news-events/press-room
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/
https://hewlett.org/newsroom/hewlett-foundation-announces-new-hewlett-50-arts-commission-recipients/
https://hewlett.org/newsroom/hewlett-foundation-announces-new-hewlett-50-arts-commission-recipients/
https://hewlett.org/lessons-from-the-boreal-forest/
https://hewlett.org/lessons-from-the-boreal-forest/
https://hewlett.org/people/andrea-keller-helsel/
https://hewlett.org/library/evaluation-of-the-boreal-forest-conservation-initiative/
https://hewlett.org/library/evaluation-of-the-boreal-forest-conservation-initiative/
https://hewlett.org/library/evaluation-of-the-boreal-forest-conservation-initiative/
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news
https://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news/250-how-philanthropic-partnerships-can-combat-america-s-opioid-epidemic
https://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news/250-how-philanthropic-partnerships-can-combat-america-s-opioid-epidemic


   

  

https://www.ikeafoundation.org/category/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 8 Dec 2018] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Kaiser Family Foundation  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
https://www.kff.org/search/?post_type=press-release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Aga Khan Foundation   [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation 
4 December 2018 
Aga Khan Award for Architecture announces 2019 Master Jury  
 
 
Kellogg Foundation  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media#pp=10&p=1&f1=news 
Dec. 4, 2018 
Statement on proposed ‘public charge’ rule change 
The W.K. Kellogg Foundation—alongside many philanthropic, grantee and partner organizations—
recently submitted formal comments to the Department of Homeland Security U.S. Citizenship and 
Immigration Services in opposition to the proposed ‘public charge’ rule change. 
 
Children are at the heart of everything we do at the Kellogg Foundation – a directive established by our 
founder, Will Keith Kellogg. But we know that children live in families and families live in communities. 
For children to thrive, communities need to be equitable places of opportunity for all, including 
immigrant parents – many of whom contribute to their communities and to our economic, civic and 
social vibrancy. 
 
This proposal comes at a time when immigrant communities are particularly vulnerable as a result of 
several policy recommendations (e.g., the 2017 executive order, proposal to end DACA, Census 2020 
citizenship question). Proposals like these, including the rule change under discussion, fuel negative 
public sentiment and perpetuate a false narrative about immigrant families that stokes the bias, fear 
and hatred that threaten children in all of our communities. 
 
In the communities where we have made a long-term commitment to children (in Michigan, Mississippi, 
New Orleans and New Mexico), this proposed rule change undermines the efforts of our partners – the 
civic leaders, administrators and teachers, health care providers and other nonprofits working to ensure 
all children thrive. Our statement is in support of their collective efforts, and on behalf of children and 
their families in many more communities.  
 
 
MacArthur Foundation  [to 8 Dec 2018] 

https://www.ikeafoundation.org/category/press-releases/
https://www.hhmi.org/news
https://www.kff.org/search/?post_type=press-release
http://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation
https://www.akdn.org/press-release/aga-khan-award-architecture-announces-2019-master-jury
http://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media#pp=10&p=1&f1=news
https://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media/article/2018/12/kellogg-foundation-statement-on-proposed-public-charge-rule-change
http://www.regulations.gov/


   

  

http://www.macfound.org/ 
December 7, 2018   Evaluations  
100&Change Learning and Evaluation Final Report 
 
Evaluation of Special Grant Package Responding to President Trump's Executive Orders on 
Immigration 
December 7, 2018   Evaluations  
 
Evaluation of Investments in Energy Efficiency through the Window of Opportunity 
Initiative 
December 7, 2018   Evaluations  
 
Courtroom Observations Promote Transparency in Administration of Justice 
December 4, 2018   Grantee Research  
 
 
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation [to 8 Dec 2018] 
https://www.moore.org/ 
December 7, 2018  
Lessons from Our Work in Marine Microbial Ecology 
 by: Julia Klebanov  
   … An external independent evaluation of the initiative’s second phase was conducted by Science-
Metrix from February 2017 through February 2018. The purpose of the evaluation was to provide an 
objective assessment of [our] Marine Microbiology Initiative’s degree of success in achieving its desired 
outcomes, an analysis of the design and implementation of its strategies and an analysis of risk-taking 
across the interventions. In addition to the evaluation by Science-Metrix, a panel of scientific experts 
also assessed the initiative’s scientific impact and offered future opportunities for the foundation… 

 

 
Open Society Foundation  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/issues/media-information 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.packard.org/news/ 
News  December 6, 2018 
Taking Action to Protect Children and Families 
   Los Altos, California: The David and Lucile Packard Foundation has gone on record with a public 
comment against a rule proposed by the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) to expand the 
definition of “public charge.” Today, in advance of the December 10 deadline to comment on the 
proposal, the Foundation’s president and CEO, Carol Larson, has also published an opinion-editorial on 
the proposed rule’s potentially devastating effects for children and families… 
 
 
Pew Charitable Trusts  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room 
Press Releases & Statements 

http://www.macfound.org/
https://www.macfound.org/press/grantee-publications/100change-learning-and-evaluation-final-report/
https://www.macfound.org/press/grantee-publications/evaluation-special-grant-package-responding-president-trumps-executive-orders-immigration/
https://www.macfound.org/press/grantee-publications/evaluation-special-grant-package-responding-president-trumps-executive-orders-immigration/
https://www.macfound.org/press/grantee-publications/evaluation-investments-energy-efficiency-through-window-opportunity-initiative/
https://www.macfound.org/press/grantee-publications/evaluation-investments-energy-efficiency-through-window-opportunity-initiative/
https://www.macfound.org/press/grantee-publications/courtroom-observations-promote-transparency-administration-justice/
https://www.moore.org/
https://www.moore.org/article-detail?newsUrlName=lessons-from-our-work-in-marine-microbial-ecology
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/issues/media-information
http://www.packard.org/news/
https://www.packard.org/2018/12/taking-action-to-protect-children-and-families/
https://www.packard.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/The-David-and-Lucile-Packard-Foundation_Comment-on-Public-Charge.pdf
https://www.packard.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/The-David-and-Lucile-Packard-Foundation_Comment-on-Public-Charge.pdf
https://www.philanthropy.com/article/A-Devastating-Rule-for-Migrant/245276
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room


   

  

No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/about-us/news-media/ 
December 6, 2018 
Independent Evaluation Finds 100 Resilient Cities Moving Transformation in Cities Across 
The Globe     Urban Institute Midterm Evaluation Report Finds 100RC – A Grantee of The Rockefeller 
Foundation – Is Helping Cities Break Down Internal Silos And Move Toward More Effective Resilience 
Building Efforts 
 
December 4, 2018  
10 Community Organizations Receive $1M Each to Improve Economic Opportunity   
   With $10M in Funding From The Rockefeller Foundation and Chan Zuckerberg Initiative, Communities 
Thrive Challenge Grantees From Missoula, MT to San Juan, Puerto Rico, Will Expand Their Community-
Led Approaches 
   Grantees Are Tackling Systemic Challenges Including Investing in Small Businesses in Low- Income 
Neighborhoods, Improving Access to Public Benefits, and Reducing Youth Incarceration and Recidivism 
 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom/news-releases.html 
Latest News Releases, Blog Posts, Reports 
A Free Clinic Builds “Bridges to Health” by Treating the Whole Patient 
12/05/2018 Blog Post  Catherine Malone  
  A rural North Carolina town addressed their patients’ complex health needs successfully—and cut 
emergency room use and costs drastically. 
 
2018 RWJF Health Equity Award Winners Announced 
12/05/2018 News Release  
   RWJF announced winners of the 2018 Award for Health Equity, which celebrates individuals who 
have changed systems and policies at a local level to increase the chance for all to have a fair and just 
opportunity to live the healthiest life possible.  
 
With a Little Help from My Friends 
12/05/2018 Brief  
   Children and teenagers benefit from the social and emotional support that friends offer, but they can 
also experience occasional social stressors and peer conflicts. 
 
 
Science Philanthropy Alliance   [to 8 Dec 2018] 
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/ 
“…a group of organizations working together to increase philanthropic support for basic scientific 
research on a global basis…” 
December 6, 2018 
Leaders in Science Philanthropy Share their Visions [Alliance blog] 
Valerie Conn is executive director of the Science Philanthropy Alliance   

https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/about-us/news-media/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/about-us/news-media/independent-evaluation-finds-100-resilient-cities-moving-transformation-cities-across-globe/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/about-us/news-media/independent-evaluation-finds-100-resilient-cities-moving-transformation-cities-across-globe/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/about-us/news-media/10-community-organizations-receive-1m-improve-economic-opportunity/
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom/news-releases.html
https://www.rwjf.org/en/blog/2018/11/a-free-clinic-builds-bridges-to-health-by-treating-the-whole-patient.html
https://www.rwjf.org/content/rwjf/en/blog/2018/11/a-free-clinic-builds-bridges-to-health-by-treating-the-whole-patient
https://www.rwjf.org/en/library/articles-and-news/2018/12/2018-rwjf-health-equity-award-winners-announced.html
https://www.rwjf.org/en/library/research/2018/11/with-a-little-help-from-my-friends--the-importance-of-peer-relationships-for-social-emotional-development.html
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/
https://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/leaders-in-science-philanthropy-share-their-visions-alliance-blog/


   

  

   The leaders of three major U.S. science foundations participated in a panel discussion at a Science 
Philanthropy Alliance meeting this summer. Bob Conn, president and CEO of The Kavli Foundation, 
Adam Falk, president of the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation, and Dan Linzer, president and CEO of the 
Research Corporation for Science Advancement (RCSA), shared their thoughts on the role of 
philanthropy in funding basic science and how their foundations are supporting scientific research… 
 
 
SDG Philanthropy Platform 
http://sdgfunders.org/ 
SDG Philanthropy Platform is a collaboration between philanthropy and the greater international 
development community led by Foundation Center, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
and Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, and supported by the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, Ford 
Foundation and the MasterCard Foundation, the Brach Family Foundation, and other key organizations 
such as Asociación de Fundaciones Empresariales (AFE) in Colombia, Brach Family Charitable 
Foundation, CAF America, Council on Foundations, East Africa Association of Grantmakers (EAAG), 
European Foundation Centre, Filantropi Indonesia (FI), GlobalGiving, The Humanitarian Forum, World 
Congress of Muslim Philanthropists, and Worldwide Initiatives for Grantmaker Support (WINGS). 
4-12-2018 
Philanthropy for Sustainable Development in China 
   UNDP China initiated a project called “Philanthropy for Sustainable Development in China” in 
collaboration with the China Foundation Center (CFC) in early 2017. Drawing on the CFC’s core data 
and existing platform, this collaborative project aims at comprehensively capturing and understanding 
the existing contribution of China’s philanthropic sector to the sustainable development goals. The 
project analyzed 5,545 Chinese foundations’ 83,038 charitable projects that tackle issues related to the 
SDGs. The project comprehensively depicts the distribution of China’s philanthropic actors under the 
SDGs, their contribution to the 17 SDGs, as well as highlights the philanthropic sector’s great potential 
to further achieve the SDGs in China. The key findings of the “Philanthropy for Sustainable 
Development in China” are based on a powerful database, in-depth data analysis, and present the 
results through various data visualization tools and a real-time publicly accessible platform. 
 
 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
https://sloan.org/about/press  
No new digest content identified. 
 
  
Wellcome Trust  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
Opinion | 6 December 2018  
Social science research: a much-needed tool for epidemic control  
João Rangel de Almeida 
Portfolio Development Manager Wellcome  
   To control epidemics, it’s essential to understand the contexts where they take place. Social 
researchers are helping to uncover ethical and practical challenges that are critical to the people caught 
in the middle of an outbreak. 
 
Explainer | 5 December 2018  
Research saves lives in epidemics like Ebola 

http://sdgfunders.org/
http://sdgfunders.org/blog/philanthropy-for-sustainable-development-in-china/lang/en/
https://sloan.org/about/press
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news/social-science-research-much-needed-tool-epidemic-control
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news/research-saves-lives-epidemics-ebola


   

  

   Protecting the people of the Democratic Republic of the Congo from Ebola takes a chain of 
responders from all over the world. With one outbreak earlier this year over, and a second ongoing, 
research has been at the heart of the response. 
 
Q&A | 4 December 2018  
What are human infection studies and why do we need them? 
   Human infection studies have the power to rapidly accelerate the development of much-needed 
vaccines and treatments. In this Q&A, we explain what they are, how they work and why they are 
important. 
 
News | 3 December 2018  
Second global call to action against drug-resistant infections 
   Wellcome has co-hosted a second global event, in Ghana, to help drive pioneering action to stop the 
rise and spread of superbugs. 
 

:::::: 
 
Foundation Center  [to 8 Dec 2018 
http://foundationcenter.org/about-us/press-room 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Council on Foundations  [to 8 Dec 2018] 
https://www.cof.org/newsroom 
No new digest content identified. 

 
 
*                       *                       *                        * 
 

:: Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in human 
rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be exhaustive. We will 
add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon recommendation from 
readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content but note that successful access 
to some of the articles and other content may require subscription or other access arrangement unique 
to the publisher. Please suggest additional journals you feel warrant coverage. 
 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
December 2018 Volume 46, Issue 12, p1319-1424, e75-e90  
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
December 2018 Volume 55, Issue 6, p759-944  
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current  
[Reviewed earlier] 
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http://foundationcenter.org/about-us/press-room
https://www.cof.org/newsroom
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current


   

  

 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
December 2018  108(12) 
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
Volume 99, Issue 6, 2018  
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/14761645/99/6 
Articles 
Do Incarcerated Populations Serve as a Reservoir for Tuberculosis in South Africa?  
Alana Sharp, J. Travis Donahoe, Amanda Milliken, Jacqueline Barocio, Salome Charalambous and Zoë 
M. McLaren  
https://doi.org/10.4269/ajtmh.17-0652  
 
 
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed 8 Dec 2018) 
Review 
Cost effectiveness of HIV and sexual reproductive health interventions targeting sex 
workers: a systematic review  
Sex workers have high incidences of HIV and other sexually transmitted diseases. Although, 
interventions targeting sex workers have shown to be effective, evidence on which strategies are most 
cost-effective i...  
Authors: Giulia Rinaldi, Aliasghar A. Kiadaliri and Hassan Haghparast-Bidgoli 
Citation: Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 2018 16:63  
Published on: 4 December 2018 
 
 
BMJ Global Health 
December 2018 - Volume 3 - 6 
https://gh.bmj.com/content/3/6 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 8 Dec 2018) 
Research article 
How to assure access of essential RMNCH medicines by looking at policy and systems 
factors: an analysis of countdown to 2015 countries  
In 2000, the Millennium Development Goals set targets for social achievements by 2015 including goals 
related to maternal and child health, with mixed success. Several initiatives supported these goals 
includi...  
Authors: Jane Briggs, Martha Embrey, Blerta Maliqi, Lisa Hedman and Jennifer Requejo 

http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current
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Citation: BMC Health Services Research 2018 18:952  
Published on: 7 December 2018 
 
 
BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 8 Dec 2018) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Medical Ethics  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 
(Accessed 8 Dec 2018)  
Debate 
  |   6 December 2018  
Exploring the ethics of global health research priority-setting  
Thus far, little work in bioethics has specifically focused on global health research priority-setting. Yet 
features of global health research priority-setting raise ethical considerations and concerns related to 
health justice. For example, such processes are often exclusively disease-driven, meaning they rely 
heavily on burden of disease considerations. They, therefore, tend to undervalue non-biomedical 
research topics, which have been identified as essential to helping reduce health disparities. In 
recognition of these ethical concerns and the limited scholarship and dialogue addressing them, we 
convened an international workshop in September 2015. The workshop aimed to initiate discussion on 
the appropriate relationship between global and national levels of health research priority-setting and 
to begin exploring what might be ethically required for priority-setting at each of those levels. 
Authors: Bridget Pratt, Mark Sheehan, Nicola Barsdorf and Adnan A. Hyder 
 
 
BMC Medicine 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content 
(Accessed 8 Dec 2018)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content 
(Accessed 8 Dec 2018) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Public Health 
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles 
(Accessed 8 Dec 2018) 
Research article 
Public health emergency preparedness: a framework to promote resilience  
Emergencies and disasters impact population health. Despite the importance of upstream readiness, a 
persistent challenge for public health practitioners is defining what it means to be prepared. There is a 
kno...  

http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content
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Authors: Yasmin Khan, Tracey O’Sullivan, Adalsteinn Brown, Shannon Tracey, Jennifer Gibson, Mélissa 
Généreux, Bonnie Henry and Brian Schwartz 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2018 18:1344  
Published on: 5 December 2018 
 
Research article 
Temporal trends in spatial inequalities of maternal and newborn health services among 
four east African countries, 1999–2015  
Sub-Saharan Africa continues to account for the highest regional maternal mortality ratio (MMR) in the 
world, at just under 550 maternal deaths per 100,000 live births in 2015, compared to a global rate of 
216...  
Authors: Corrine W. Ruktanonchai, Kristine Nilsen, Victor A. Alegana, Claudio Bosco, Rogers Ayiko, 
Andrew C. Seven Kajeguka, Zöe Matthews and Andrew J. Tatem 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2018 18:1339  
Published on: 4 December 2018 
 
Debate 
The cholera outbreak in Yemen: lessons learned and way forward  
The Yemen cholera outbreak has been driven by years of conflict and has now become the largest in 
epidemiologically recorded history with more than 1.2 million cases since the beginning of the outbreak 
in Apri...  
Authors: Frederik Federspiel and Mohammad Ali 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2018 18:1338  
Published on: 4 December 2018 
 
Research article 
Sexual violence among adolescent girls and young women in Malawi: a cluster-randomized 
controlled implementation trial of empowerment self-defense training  
Globally, sexual violence is prevalent, particularly for adolescent women. This cluster-randomized 
controlled implementation trial examines empowerment self-defense (ESD) for sexual assault risk 
reduction amon...  
Authors: Michele R. Decker, Shannon N. Wood, Esther Ndinda, Gayane Yenokyan, Jacob Sinclair, 
Nankali Maksud, Brendan Ross, Benjamin Omondi and Martin Ndirangu 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2018 18:1341  
Published on: 4 December 2018 
 
 
BMC Research Notes  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content 
(Accessed 8 Dec 2018) 
Research note 
Unmet need for modern contraception and associated factors among reproductive age 
group women in Eritrean refugee camps, Tigray, north Ethiopia: a cross-sectional study  
Millions of women want to delay or avoid pregnancy, but they are not using contraception, especially in 
refugee settings. Due to lack of contraception, one fifth of reproductive age group women suffered 
from u...  
Authors: Kidane Gebrecherkos, Brhane Gebremariam, Abebaw Gebeyehu, Hailay Siyum, Gizienesh 
Kahsay and Mebrahtu Abay 
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Citation: BMC Research Notes 2018 11:851  
Published on: 4 December 2018 
 
 
BMJ Open 
December 2018 - Volume 8 - 12 
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/current 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Bulletin of the World Health Organization  
Volume 96, Number 12, December 2018, 797-864 
http://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/96/12/en/ 
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EDITORIAL   
Deepening the Relationship between Human Rights and the Social Determinants of Health: 
A Focus on Indivisibility and Power 
Kristi Heather Kenyon, Lisa Forman, and Claire E. Brolan 
   …The CSDH report prompted a special issue in Health and Human Rights in 2010 exploring the 
relationship between human rights and the social determinants of health.[2] Since then, there have 
been several critical global policy initiatives, including the Rio Declaration on the Social Determinants of 
Health (2011) and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) (2015), which affirmed the links made 
by the CSDH locating the social determinants of health in relation to human rights and the right to 
health.[3] These complimentary frames are at last connected in rhetoric and policy, but what does this 
linkage mean in practice, and what progress has been made since 2009?[4] 
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Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh: the humanitarian response 
More than 700,000 Rohingya refugees have arrived in Bangladesh since 25 August 2017 fleeing 
violence and persecution in Rakhine State, Myanmar. Over a million are sheltering in overcrowded 
camps without adequate assistance or protection. Stateless in Myanmar and denied refugee status in 
Bangladesh, the Rohingya have few rights or freedoms. Monsoons and cyclones are causing landslides, 
destroying shelters and infrastructure and disrupting services. 
 
This edition of Humanitarian Exchange focuses on the humanitarian response to the Rohingya crisis. In 
the lead article, Mark Bowden outlines the historical, local and national political context in Bangladesh, 
and its operational implications. Amal de Chickera highlights the links between statelessness and 
displacement, and the international community’s failure to prioritise human rights in its dealings both 
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with Bangladesh and with Myanmar. Puttanee Kangkun and John Quinley document the persistent 
persecution and denial of rights the Rohingya have faced for decades. Jeff Crisp reflects on the 
premature, involuntary and unsafe return of Rohingya refugees to Myanmar in the 1970s and 1990s, 
and asks whether this could happen again. 
 
Sally Shevach and colleagues explore how the ‘localisation’ agenda has influenced the operational 
response, and Kerrie Holloway draws on research by the Humanitarian Policy Group to test the 
common assumption that local actors necessarily have a better understanding of people’s needs. Nasif 
Rashad Khan and colleagues and Ashish Banik reflect on their experiences of engaging with the 
international humanitarian response system. Margie Buchanan-Smith and Marian Casey-Maslen discuss 
evaluation findings relating to communication and community engagement, a theme taken up by Nick 
Van Praag and Kai Hopkins, who report on a Ground Truth survey on refugees’ perceptions of 
assistance. Julia Brothwell discusses the British Red Cross/Bangladesh Red Crescent involvement in 
disaster preparedness and risk reduction during the monsoon season, and Gina Bark, Kate White and 
Amelie Janon outline the consequences of long-term exclusion from basic healthcare services in 
increasing vulnerability to preventable diseases. Matthew Wencel and colleagues round off the issue 
with reflections on data collection coordination and other challenges associated with monitoring large 
concentrations of refugees. 
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Financial Payments for Participating in Research While Incarcerated: Attitudes of 
Prisoners 
By Divya Ravi, Paul P. Christopher, Eliza J. Filene, Sarah Ailleen Reifeis, and Becky L. White 
Abstract:  
The practice of paying prisoners to for their participation in research has long been debated, and the 
controversy is reflected in the differing policies in the U.S. prison systems. Empirical study of financial 
payments to inmates who enroll in research has focused on whether this practice is coercive. In this 
study, we examined whether monetary incentives have the potential to be unduly influential among 
fifty HIV-positive prisoners. The majority of prisoners surveyed believed that inmates should receive 
some compensation for their involvement in research and disagreed with statements suggesting that 
the offer of payment constitutes undue influence. However, a sense of potentially being susceptible to 
undue influence was significantly higher among participants who had spent a longer time in prison and 
had less education. Overall, our findings suggest that most prisoners feel that they would be able to 
make a decision about research enrollment that is not solely based on an offer of monetary payment. 
 
Article 
Broad Consent for Future Research: International Perspectives 
By Mark A. Rothstein, Heather L. Harrell, Katie M. Saulnier, Edward S. Dove, Chien Te Fan, Tzu-Hsun 
Hung, Obiajulu Nnamuchi, Alexandra Obadia, Gil Siegal, and Bartha Maria Knoppers 
Abstract:  
    In the United States, final amendments to the Federal Policy for the Protection of Human Subjects 
(“the Common Rule”) were published on January 19, 2017, and they will take effect on January 21, 
2019. One of the most widely discussed provisions is that for the first time, federal regulations 
governing research with humans authorize the use of broad consent for future, unspecified research on 
individually identifiable biospecimens and associated data. Many questions have been raised about 
broad consent, including what effect it will have on research and whether it adequately protects the 
interests of research participants. 
   There are lessons to be learned for the U.S. and other countries by looking to countries that already 
have experience with broad consent for biobank collection and with the storage and subsequent use of 
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the biospecimens and data.  This article describes how broad consent works in five countries—Canada 
(in Quebec), Israel, Nigeria, Taiwan, and the United Kingdom—and with different types of biobanks: 
national biobanks, federated biobanks, and regional biobanks. Evaluating the provisions and challenges 
of the broad consent approaches in these countries can inform policies for this increasingly used 
approach to biobank regulation. 
 
Article 
The Ethics of Net-Risk Pediatric Research: Implications of Valueless and Harmful Studies 
By David Wendler 
Abstract:  
Net-risk pediatric research encompasses interventions and studies that pose risks and do not offer a 
compensating potential for clinical benefit. These interventions and studies are central to efforts to 
improve pediatric clinical care. Yet critics argue that it is unethical to expose children to research risks 
for the benefit of unrelated others. While a number of ethical justifications have been proposed, none 
have received widespread acceptance. This leaves funders with uncertainty over whether they should 
support and institutional review boards with uncertainty over whether they should approve net-risk 
pediatric research. To try to answer these questions, this article describes a justification that 
I previously proposed and considers two objections to it. This analysis reveals that the opportunity to 
contribute to a valuable project can justify exposing children to risks even though some trials turn out 
to be valueless and others turn out to be harmful. It follows that, to protect pediatric participants, 
institutional review boards need to assess whether trials have the potential to collect socially valuable 
information and whether they are likely to enroll and retain a sufficient number of participants. 
 
 
JAMA  
December 4, 2018, Vol 320, No. 21, Pages 2171-2280  
http://jama.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
Viewpoint 
Evolving Issues in Oncology 
Vaccines as an Integral Component of Cancer Immunotherapy  
Jeffrey Schlom, PhD; James L. Gulley, MD, PhD  
Abstract 
It is important to distinguish vaccines designed to prevent cancer from those designed to treat cancer. 
The mode of action of the human papilloma virus (HPV) vaccine for the prevention of cervical and 
other HPV-associated malignancies is similar to that of vaccines for the prevention of infectious disease 
(ie, the induction of antibodies directed against essential components of the microbe). Even though 
there have been stunning successes in the area of preventive vaccines, the history of therapeutic 
cancer vaccines, which principally involve the development of cell-mediated immunity (ie, T cells) 
directed against tumor antigens, has been far more challenging. However, the renaissance of cancer 
immunotherapy has rendered therapeutic cancer vaccines as a potential integral component of 
treatment. 
 
Editorial 
Oncology in Transition - Changes, Challenges, and Opportunities  
Deborah Schrag, MD, MPH; Ethan Basch, MD, MSc  
Abstract 
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Contemporary challenges and changes in the field of oncology reflect and often magnify medicine more 
broadly. Morbidity and mortality are often substantial, treatment is expensive, and management is 
complex necessitating interdisciplinary coordination across every field of medicine. The recent 
emergence of immunotherapy and adoptive cellular therapy has generated tremendous excitement 
because these approaches can sometimes achieve cure or durable responses, even in the setting of 
advanced cancer. 
 
 
JAMA Pediatrics  
December 2018, Vol 172, No. 12, Pages 1111-1208  
http://archpedi.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx 
Viewpoint 
Getting to Zero HIV Among YouthMoving Beyond Medical Sites  
Mary Jane Rotheram-Borus, PhD; Sung-Jae Lee, PhD; Dallas Swendeman, PhD  
JAMA Pediatr. 2018;172(12):1117-1118. doi:10.1001/jamapediatrics.2018.3672  
   This Viewpoint discusses obstacles and avenues to getting to zero HIV transmission among youth. 

 
Need for Automated Interactive Genomic Interpretation and Ongoing Reanalysis  
Mahdi Sarmady, PhD; Ahmad Abou Tayoun, PhD  
JAMA Pediatr. 2018;172(12):1113-1114. doi:10.1001/jamapediatrics.2018.2675  
This Viewpoint discusses advances in genetic testing and the need for automated interactive genomic 
interpretation and ongoing reanalysis to fully take advantage of those advances. 
 
Editorial 
Defining the Value of Treatments of Rare Pediatric Conditions  
Lisa A. Prosser, PhD  
JAMA Pediatr. 2018;172(12):1123-1124. doi:10.1001/jamapediatrics.2018.3343  
Abstract 
In this issue of JAMA Pediatrics, Whittington et al1 present a comprehensive analysis of the projected 
long-term outcomes and cost-effectiveness of a chimeric antigen receptor T-cell therapy, 
tisagenlecleucel, for relapsed or refractory leukemia in children; this is the first gene therapy approved 
by the US Food and Drug Administration. The study uses a modeling approach and highlights 2 critical 
issues in defining value for an innovative treatment with limited evidence: the methodological 
challenges of applying economic evaluation techniques to rare pediatric conditions and reliably 
assessing value and affordability for very costly new treatments (in this case, $475 000 per patient). 
 
 
JBI Database of Systematic Review and Implementation Reports  
November 2018 - Volume 16 - Issue 11  
http://journals.lww.com/jbisrir/Pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Journal of Adolescent Health 
December 2018 Volume 63, Issue 6, p663-804  
https://www.jahonline.org/issue/S1054-139X(17)X0027-X 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
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Special Issue: Digital workflows for the conservation and sustainability of historic places  
Editor(s): Laurie Smith and Mario Santana Quintero 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/journal-of-development-economics/vol/136/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Journal of Evidence-Based Medicine 
Volume 11, Issue 4  Pages: 217-291  November 2018 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/17565391/current 
COMMENTARY 
The “architect analogy” of evidence‐based practice: Reconsidering the role of clinical 
expertise and clinician experience in evidence‐based health care 
Arsenio Paez 
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Pages: 219-226 
First Published: 16 November 2018 
Abstract 
The role of expertise in evidence‐based medicine (EBM) and practice (EBP) has long been debated. In 
the early years of the EBP movement, the role of expertise and experience were diminished in clinical 
decision‐making. However, the concepts of EBP are evolving. A more nuanced view of the value of 
clinician expertise, based on experience and clinical judgement, has emerged. This article proposes that 
clinical expertise does not belong within the evidence hierarchy's decision‐making pyramid as the 
lowest form of evidence, but rather alongside it, representing a complementary source of knowledge 
that supports the processes of EBP. An “Architect Analogy of EBP” is proposed as a new model by 
which to describe this relationship. In this analogy, the clinician's use of expertise is likened to the role 
of an architect, using evidence as building blocks in the construction of the client's edifice, representing 
the patients’ health and wellbeing. Much as an architect carefully designs the edifice in consultation 
with the client's needs and preferences, choosing appropriate material (evidence), rejecting faulty 
material, and ensuring construction stays on course, the clinician must sort through a plethora of 
sometimes contradictory evidence, evaluate its merits and appropriateness for the patients’ unique 
biopsychosocial circumstances and values, and monitor the effects of interventions on patients’ health 
and wellbeing. The expertise of practitioners, as the architects of EBP, is an important supporting 
source of knowledge that facilitates the “Five Steps of EBP,” informs and facilitates EBP, and supports 
patient‐centred care. 
 
 
Journal of Global Ethics  
Volume 14, Issue 1, 2018 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rjge20/current 
Special Issue: Education and Migration 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Volume 29, Number 4, November 2018 
https://muse.jhu.edu/issue/39355 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Human Trafficking 
Volume 4, Issue 4, 2018 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/uhmt20/current 
Article 
Distinctiveness in the Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children in Sub-Saharan Africa: A 
Review of the Literature 
Charles Hounmenou PhD & Wonbin Her MSW 
Pages: 298-326 
Published online: 26 Sep 2017 
ABSTRACT 
Research on the commercial sexual exploitation of children (CSEC) in sub-saharan Africa was 
considered sparse and fragmented. Today, a substantial number of studies are available on CSEC in 
the region. A total of 92 studies were selected and reviewed. Electronic database and manual searches 
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were used to locate the studies. First, regarding the quality of the studies, several themes emerged, 
including (a) inadequate description of ethical considerations in some studies, (b) substantial 
participation of children in research on CSEC in the region, and (c) the use of participatory research 
strategy with children. Second, the findings show not only that most victims of CSEC have agency over 
their sexual transactions but that they also live with their families. Other distinctive aspects of CSEC in 
sub-saharan Africa include limited presence of pimps in CSEC and lack of research on mental health 
issues among child victims. The review challenges some key knowledge in the mainstream literature on 
CSEC. It points to the importance of giving consideration to social and cultural factors in research on 
CSEC. The review also calls for ethical considerations and robust monitoring standards in any research 
on CSEC in the region and beyond. 
 
Article 
Policy response and service provision to child victims of commercial sexual exploitation in 
the West African region 
Charles Hounmenou 
Pages: 336-361 
Published online: 25 Sep 2017 
ABSTRACT 
Following the three World Congresses on commercial sexual exploitation of children (CSEC) in 1996, 
2001, and 2008, many African countries adopted policies against CSEC. Yet, there is almost no 
knowledge on the service provision to victims in these countries. A mixed research method was used to 
explore the responses to victims in three countries in West Africa. Convenience sampling was used to 
select 709 children in prostitution and 64 leaders of structures providing services to victims. A survey 
questionnaire was used to collect data from the children and four semi-structured interview guides 
were used to collect data from the leaders of the structures. The findings show that the needs of CSEC 
victims in West Africa diverged with those suggested in the literature, which partly explains why few 
victims could access any services. The service provision to victims in the region is dissimilar to care 
models identified in the literature, especially regarding trauma-focused care. An inadequate service 
provision was linked to various difficulties encountered by the structures, including the lack of 
understanding of particular needs of CSEC victims, lack of financial resources for support services, lack 
of outreach interventions, and sociocultural factors. Implications for practice, policy, and research are 
discussed. 
 
 
Journal of Humanitarian Logistics and Supply Chain Management 
Volume 8 Issue 4  2018 
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Research paper 
Feeding the bottleneck: airport congestion during relief operations 
Michael Veatch, Jarrod Goentzel (pp. 430 - 446) 
 
Research paper 
Logistics system for drinking water distribution in post disaster humanitarian relief, Al-
Za’atari camp 
Hazem Smadi, Nader Al Theeb, Haneen Bawa’neh (pp. 477 - 496) 
 
Research paper 
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Delivering in a moving world…looking to our supply chains to meet the increasing scale, 
cost and complexity of humanitarian needs 
Rebecca Lewin, Maria Besiou, Jean-Baptiste Lamarche, Stephen Cahill, Sara Guerrero-Garcia (pp. 518 - 
532) 
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Volume 5, Issue 4 (2018)  
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[Accessed 8 Dec 2018] 
Review 
  |   4 December 2018  
Patent challenges in the procurement and supply of generic new essential medicines and 
lessons from HIV in the southern African development community (SADC) region.  
Authors: Ellen F. M. ‘t Hoen, Tapiwanashe Kujinga and Pascale Boulet 
Abstract 
High medicines prices increasingly pose challenges for universal access to treatments of communicable 
and non-communicable diseases. New essential medicines are often patent-protected which sustains 
high prices in many countries, including in low- and middle-income countries. To respond to the 
HIV/AIDS crisis of the late nineties and to increase access to antiretroviral treatment, certain flexibilities 
contained in the Agreement on Trade Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS 
flexibilities) have been clarified and in some respects strengthened at the global level. They have been 
applied by a number of countries to ensure access to lower-priced generic medicines to treat 
HIV/AIDS. Governments in the South African Development Community (SADC) have also used TRIPS 
flexibilities to gain access to lower-priced generic medicines. This paper documents 15 instances of the 
use of TRIPS flexibilities by eight SADC Member States during the period 2001–2016. Of those, six 
concerned least developed countries (LDCs) that declared non-enforcement of pharmaceutical patents 
pursuant to a new LDC transition provision. All instances occurred in the context of medicines 
procurement for HIV treatment. Such flexibilities can, however, also be used to overcome patent 
barriers to gain access to generic medicines for other diseases, including NCDs. The SADC, being a 
regional bloc with over 50% least developed country Members, can make use of the regional 
exception, a TRIPS flexibility that facilitates the production or procurement of generic medicines to the 
benefit of the entire region. SADC’s Pharmaceutical Business Plan proposes strategies for increased 
collaboration and pooled procurement of medicines. 
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The Lancet 
Dec 08, 2018 Volume 392 Number 10163 p2413-2514  
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/issue/current 
Editorial 
CRISPR-Cas9: a world first? 
The Lancet 
On Nov 26, when the world heard the claims that the first genetically edited children had been born, 
the reaction was one of deep and profound shock. He Jiankui announced on the eve of the Second 
International Summit on Human Genome Editing in Hong Kong that the CRISPR-Cas9 gene editing 
technique had been used to edit the genome of twin girls born earlier that month in China. It seemed 
that the world had changed weeks ago and we were just catching up. 
 
Although human germline editing has been done, the embryos have never been allowed to develop to 
full term. The CRISPR-Cas9 technique is in its infancy and data is still emerging on the potential for off-
target gene editing and mosaicism, meaning that not all copies of the target gene are edited. Targeting 
the CCR5 gene has also been widely criticised. The girls, whose genomes were apparently healthy 
before editing, were born to an HIV-negative mother and an HIV-positive father, however, CCR5 is just 
one of the potential route for HIV entry into the cell, which is not the most common HIV cell-entry 
pathway within Chinese populations. This was also not a situation of unmet medical need, since there 
are well-established and effective ways to prevent transmission of HIV or to treat it. Moreover, the role 
of CCR5 in the immune system is not fully understood, the girls may be more susceptible to other 
infections. It has become clear that this is really is no more than a human experiment, a proof of 
concept unlikely to confer any real benefit to the recipients but with unknown and potentially incredibly 
serious risks. 
 
The international response to this experiment has been swift, with widespread condemnation and 
criticism. The Chinese Academy of Medical Sciences, Chinese Academy of Engineering, and Chinese 
Academy of Sciences called attention to the prohibition of genetic manipulation of human gametes, 
zygotes, and embryos for reproductive purposes in China, and called for stronger ethics committees 
and better ethical education. Marcia McNutt and Victor Dzau, presidents of the US National Academies 
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of Sciences and Medicine respectively, issued a joint statement raising deep concerns that the 
researcher did not follow the National Academies 2017 recommendations or other international norms 
of scientific conduct, and stressed the need for more specific standards and principles agreed by the 
international community. 
 
Since the announcement, the scientific community has begun to reflect more deeply. Many experts had 
suggested that this development was imminent. Were we guilty of looking away and allowing this to 
happen? Not according to Dominic Wilkinson, neonatologist and professor of medical ethics from the 
University of Oxford, who told The Lancet “this was not a case of science outpacing ethical guidance or 
the law. There were guidelines in place that warned against research of this sort. This appears to be a 
researcher who had no interest in attending to ethical guidelines relating to scientific research.” 
Wilkinson asserts that these researchers have undermined the contract that scientists have with 
society; that contract allows research in situations where the risk to the patient is clearly calculated and 
the implications to the community at large have been appropriately considered. By ignoring these risks, 
this research team has potentially undermined community trust in research and technology and this 
threatens the research endeavour more generally along with research into this potentially important 
technology. 
 
Scientific culture has long been to accredit individuals with steps forward instead of recognising group 
achievement or incremental progress. This has created an ethos of celebrity in academia, which has 
sometimes rewarded maverick behaviour. The increasing speed of scientific research—from conference 
late breakers to techniques for rapid and public dissemination of research that come with less critical 
oversight—adds to a constant fear of getting scooped. These factors, combined with strong incentives 
for research and a less regulated research framework, have created an atmosphere in which some 
scientists seem ready to act outside of clear ethical frameworks. 
 
Although it seemed like the world had changed overnight with the birth of these twin girls, it will be the 
reaction of the scientific and wider communities that has the power to determine the path of these 
irrevocable changes. How this case is handled will set a precedent for the future, determining in part 
whether this development ultimately accelerates progress towards a useful and safe therapeutic 
intervention or whether the consequences of the broken compact between science and society will be 
to delay this and other innovative technologies. 
 
Comment 
A global accountability mechanism for access to essential medicines 
Mariângela Simão, Veronika J Wirtz, Lubna A Al-Ansary, Suzanne Hill, John Grove, Andrew L Gray, 
Claudia Nannei, Lisa Hedman, Pamela Das, Hans Hogerzeil 
Access to affordable, quality-assured essential medicines is a prerequisite for effective universal health 
coverage.1,2  Efforts to ensure comprehensive access to essential medicines have been hindered by a 
dearth of information. Most monitoring efforts have focused on measurement of a prespecified list of 
essential medicines in health facilities. Measures of affordability in private and public health facilities 
have relied on periodic surveys, usually by non-governmental organisations (NGOs) or academia3 The 
quality of medicine products and of prescribing practice, as well as patients' use of essential medicines, 
have been assessed even less often. Pharmaceutical expenditure in the public and private sector is not 
prioritised in national systems, and is rarely reported.4 Without systematic data reporting on national 
pharmaceutical expenditure, there is a lack of attention to access to essential medicines in major 
reports such as the World Health Statistics.5 The 2015 Millennium Development Goals Task Force 
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report concluded that tracking progress on access to essential medicines was impossible, given the 
absence of country-level data.6, 7 
 
When target measurements are used to improve access, a robust monitoring and accountability system 
is needed—eg, the three-step framework recommended by Paul Hunt, former UN Special Rapporteur 
on the Right to Health, that involves appropriate collection of data, independent review, and the 
necessary corrective action.8 The Lancet Commission on Essential Medicines Policies made an initial 
proposal for such a framework.1 Independent review and corrective action are important components 
of an accountability mechanism, as shown by UNAIDS' HIV progress reports9 and work in reproductive, 
maternal, newborn, child, and adolescent health.10 
 
Members of the Lancet Commission on Essential Medicines Polices and WHO have discussed options for 
such a framework. A global accountability mechanism for monitoring access to essential medicines 
must take account of major global trends—eg, strengthening patient-centred primary health care; 
efficient country-led horizontal health systems, including prevention and treatment of non-
communicable diseases; systems of risk-sharing, pre-payment, and social health insurance; and greater 
attention to the quality of care, the quality of health products, the skills and attitudes of health 
workers, and cost-effective treatment. Civil society is also demanding better data collection, 
transparency, and systems of accountability to promote equity and good governance.11 Greater 
reliance on routine data facilitated by new technologies, including mobile applications, should enable 
countries to generate timely information on a continuous basis. 
 
The focus of accountability should move away from measuring only availability of medicines towards 
the effectiveness, quality, and efficiency of patient-centred comprehensive primary care services, which 
encompasses equitable access to essential medicines. To advance this agenda, indicators are therefore 
needed that are sensitive to differences in access on the basis of gender, ethnicity, education, 
residential location, and wealth quintile. WHO has already provided resources to assist national 
programmes in applying an equity lens.12, 13 Under the aegis of WHO, medicine access indicators 
should now be developed in close collaboration with member states, academia, and civil society, 
consisting of a small set of screening indicators supported by more detailed diagnostic and progress 
indicators. 
 
Further high-level discussions between WHO, the Lancet Commission, other UN agencies, and NGOs 
have led to the identification of four priorities to ensure the development of a global Accountability 
Mechanism for Access to Essential Medicines (abbreviated as 2A2M). First, high-level political support is 
needed through the definition of the accountability structure and operating mechanisms, taking into 
consideration the roles and responsibilities of national governments, academic partners, and civil 
society. Second, the strategic generation, analysis, and use of prioritised data for decision making is 
vital, with a strong focus on national capacity building and leveraging existing technical support 
programmes. Third, technological advances in data collection must be adopted, building on the 
principles of the Health Data Collaborative and existing data platforms and recognising variability in 
national digital maturity. Finally, global advocacy is needed to ensure the engagement of all relevant 
technical and financial contributors at national and international levels. 
 
A global accountability mechanism for access to essential medicines that is nationally applicable and 
feasible will take several years to achieve. However, experiences in HIV and reproductive, maternal, 
newborn, child, and adolescent health have shown that it can be done, provided a clear political 
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mandate and the necessary financial and technical resources are ensured, together with country 
leadership and the engagement of civil society and academic institutions. 
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registry of research is a good start. 
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Diversifying clinical trials  
Scientific common sense and social justice dictate that the safety and efficacy of new therapies must 
be tested in the patient populations in need of treatment. Yet a recent study found that African 
Americans have been dramatically underrepresented in US clinical trials for cancer drugs. Efforts to 
increase the participation of minorities in clinical trials must become a priority for all drug developers. 
 
Among patient populations, the safety and efficacy of new treatments may vary with differences in sex, 
race, age or lifestyle, for example. Such variation in drug effects can only be detected by carrying out 
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clinical trials on diverse patient populations, an aim that has a long history. In 1993, the US 
government passed a law that required the National Institutes of Health to ensure that federally funded 
clinical research prioritize the inclusion of women and minorities. More recently, in 2014, the US Food 
and Drug Administration (FDA) instituted an action plan that supports industry efforts at improving 
diversity in clinical trials. The following year, the FDA began publishing a ‘Drug Trials Snapshot’ that 
includes an analysis of the sex, race and age of clinical trial participants for every new drug approved. 
 
Against this backdrop, the findings of a recent report (https://www.propublica.org/article/black-
patients-miss-out-on-promising-cancer-drugs) by the nonprofit news organization ProPublica, co-
published with the news outlet STAT, are disheartening. This report analyzed Snapshot data from 
clinical trials for the 31 cancer drugs approved by the FDA since 2015, comparing the demographics of 
these trials with the incidence of various cancers by race. 
 
In trials for 24 of these 31 drugs, fewer than 5% of the patients were African American, despite the 
fact that African Americans make up 13.4% of the US population. For 18 of those drugs, the type of 
cancer targeted occurs in African Americans at least as frequently as in Americans of European 
descent. In trials for those types of cancer, on average only 4.1% of patients were African American. 
And in trials for four multiple myeloma drugs, only 5% of the participants, on average, were African 
American, whereas 14% of people diagnosed with multiple myeloma are African Americans. A separate 
study by the FDA that analyzed clinical trials over a longer time frame similarly found that African-
American patients make up only 4.5% of participants in multiple myeloma trials (Blood 130, 4352, 
2017). 
 
Many reasons have been put forward to explain the difficulties in enrolling African Americans in clinical 
trials. Chief among them is distrust of the medical establishment and fears of exploitation in medical 
research in this population (Am. J. Public Health 104, e16–e31, 2014). The infamous Tuskegee Study, 
in which the US Public Health Service deprived hundreds of African-American men of syphilis treatment 
so that researchers could study how the disease progressed, has cast a long shadow. In some 
communities, African Americans may also lack sufficient information regarding what clinical trials can 
offer and the safeguards in place to protect the privacy of their information. Beyond distrust and lack of 
information, substantial logistical hurdles can also impede fuller clinical trial participation. For example, 
some individuals may have limited access to the cancer centers that are the hubs of clinical studies, or 
they may lack the ability to take time off work to take part in a trial. 
 
Recent findings may contribute to the wariness with which African Americans view medical research 
(Health Aff. (Millwood) 37, 1605–1614, 2018; https://www.statnews.com/2018/10/01/african-
americans-clinical-trials). This report highlighted the high percentage (29%), relative to their proportion 
of the United States population as a whole, of African Americans included over the last two decades in 
clinical trials in which patients were not required to give consent. These trials involved, for example, 
testing emergency medical procedures under conditions where the patient is physically incapable of 
giving consent. Such studies are often conducted in large medical centers in areas where African 
Americans may suffer disproportionately from the particular conditions being studied. Nevertheless, for 
a community in which the issue of consent resonates deeply, the high inclusion rate of African 
Americans in trials where patient consent was not obtained may undermine attempts to increase their 
participation in clinical trials. 
 
These efforts must involve ongoing investment by those conducting clinical trials in engaging with and 
building trust in African-American communities. From a logistical perspective, placing study sites in 
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areas of community outreach may ease the burdens that members of those communities face in order 
to participate in clinical trials. 
 
New technologies that foster the decentralization of clinical trials may also offer opportunities for 
increased access for African Americans as well as other minorities not currently well represented in 
clinical trials. Several recently developed websites offer matchmaking between patients and clinical 
trials, enabling patients to find appropriate clinical trials no matter where the patients are physically 
located. 
 
Recent efforts to generate comprehensive health, genomic and lifestyle profiles of the population, such 
as the All of Us initiative, have heightened awareness of issues of population diversity. Although race is 
a social construct that does not have a strict relationship to genetics, ensuring a representative 
sampling of the population across racial and ethnic boundaries is clearly a priority of such studies that 
requires high levels of engagement with historically neglected communities. With increasing awareness 
of the roles that genetics and lifestyle play in determining health and drug response, the time is now 
ripe to prioritize diversity in clinical trials. 
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course. In addition, children are disproportionately impacted by morbidity and mortality associated with 
armed conflict. A children’s rights–based approach provides a framework for collaboration by the 
American Academy of Pediatrics, child health professionals, and national and international partners to 
respond in the domains of clinical care, systems development, and policy formulation. The American 
Academy of Pediatrics and child health professionals have critical and synergistic roles to play in the 
global response to the impact of armed conflict on children. 
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Abstract 
More than 1 in 10 children worldwide are affected by armed conflict. The effects are both direct and 
indirect and are associated with immediate and long-term harm. The direct effects of conflict include 
death, physical and psychological trauma, and displacement. Indirect effects are related to a large 
number of factors, including inadequate and unsafe living conditions, environmental hazards, caregiver 
mental health, separation from family, displacement-related health risks, and the destruction of health, 
public health, education, and economic infrastructure. Children and health workers are targeted by 
combatants during attacks, and children are recruited or forced to take part in combat in a variety of 
ways. Armed conflict is both a toxic stress and a significant social determinant of child health. In this 
Technical Report, we review the available knowledge on the effects of armed conflict on children and 
support the recommendations in the accompanying Policy Statement on children and armed conflict. 
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Significance 
While infrastructure expansion has been broadly investigated as a driver of deforestation, the impacts 
of extractive industry and its interactions with infrastructure investment on forest cover are less well 
studied. These challenges are urgent given growing pressure for infrastructure investment and 
resource extraction. We use geospatial and qualitative data from Amazonia, Indonesia, and 
Mesoamerica to explain how infrastructure and extractive industry lead directly and indirectly to 
deforestation, forest degradation, and increasingly precarious rights for forest peoples. By engaging in 
explicit analyses of community rights, the politics of development policy, and institutions for 
transparency, anticorruption, and the defense of human rights, Sustainability Science could be more 
effective in examining deforestation and related climate-change impacts and in contributing to policy 
innovation. 
Abstract 
Mineral and hydrocarbon extraction and infrastructure are increasingly significant drivers of forest loss, 
greenhouse gas emissions, and threats to the rights of forest communities in forested areas of 
Amazonia, Indonesia, and Mesoamerica. Projected investments in these sectors suggest that future 
threats to forests and rights are substantial, particularly because resource extraction and infrastructure 
reinforce each other and enable population movements and agricultural expansion further into the 
forest. In each region, governments have made framework policy commitments to national and cross-
border infrastructure integration, increased energy production, and growth strategies based on further 
exploitation of natural resources. This reflects political settlements among national elites that endorse 
resource extraction as a pathway toward development. Regulations that protect forests, indigenous 
and rural peoples’ lands, and conservation areas are being rolled back or are under threat. Small-scale 
gold mining has intensified in specific locations and also has become a driver of deforestation and 
degradation. Forest dwellers’ perceptions of insecurity have increased, as have documented homicides 
of environmental activists. To explain the relationships among extraction, infrastructure, and forests, 
this paper combines a geospatial analysis of forest loss overlapped with areas of potential resource 
extraction, interviews with key informants, and feedback from stakeholder workshops. The increasing 
significance of resource extraction and associated infrastructure as drivers of forest loss and rights 
violations merits greater attention in the empirical analyses and conceptual frameworks of 
Sustainability Science. 
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   This Special Issue of Preventive Medicine (PM) is the 5th in a series on behavior change, health, and 
health disparities. Unhealthy behavior patterns (i.e., lifestyle choices) including cigarette smoking and 
other substance abuse, physical inactivity, unhealthy food choices, and non-adherence with 
recommended medical regimens, undermine U.S. population health by increasing risk for chronic 
disease and premature death. This Special Issue brings together scholarly contributions from the 
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emerging area of tobacco regulatory science to examine current topics of critical importance to 
reducing the burden of cigarette smoking on U.S. population health. More specifically, three related 
topics are examined including (a) the potential for reducing smoking by adopting a national policy that 
would cap the nicotine content of cigarettes at minimally-addictive levels; (b) increasing scientific 
understanding of cigarette smoking and other tobacco use among populations that are especially 
vulnerable to initiating smoking, tobacco addiction, and its adverse health consequences; and (c) the 
potential of a harm-reduction strategy for reducing the burden of smoking by advocating that those 
who are unwilling or unable to quit nicotine use substitute electronic cigarettes or other non-combusted 
sources of nicotine for cigarettes in order to avoid exposure to the other toxins in tobacco smoke that 
are most responsible for smoking morbidity and mortality. While tremendous progress has been made 
in reducing overall U.S. smoking prevalence and its adverse health impacts, more needs to be done. 
This Special Issue offers some ideas that have the potential to make a substantive contribution towards 
that goal. 
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   The articles in this supplemental issue of Public Health Reports provide insight into what it will take 
for the field of public health to tackle 5 of the most complex and difficult health problems of our time: 
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   These 5 problems are the central focus of the new Bloomberg American Health Initiative, which 
MacKenzie et al1 describe in their Commentary. “All 5 areas of focus are serious problems facing the 
nation, with deep connections to economic and social factors,” they write. “None have quick fixes.”1 
Yet there is reason to believe that public health can lead the way toward meaningful progress. 
   From December 2017 to April 2018, the initiative held 5 national symposia to document the state of 
understanding and to inform a public health perspective on each challenge. This supplement includes 
these perspectives, as well as commentaries in the cross-cutting areas of evidence, policy, and equity. 
Together, these articles provide a road map for efforts to bring public health training to frontline 
organizations, pursue insights through innovative research, and advance effective programs, policies, 
and strategies for change… 
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Chronicling the Risk and Risk Communication by Governmental Officials During the Zika 
Threat 
Marin Pearson Allen 
Pages: 2507-2513 
First Published: 12 November 2018 
Abstract 
The unique circumstances surrounding Zika, including the fact that it is both mosquito‐borne and 
sexually transmissible, brought to the fore concerns about optimal ways to communicate risk in an 
environment characterized by rapidly evolving knowledge. The difficulty in doing so is magnified by the 
fact that science‐based health messages from governmental agencies must be developed in an 
evidence‐based, audience‐participative, and collaborative manner. A recent reminder in JAMA asserted 
the importance of preparing now for future threats. Understanding how the knowledge and messaging 
about Zika changed across time should help public health officials prepare for such challenges.  
 
Original Research Articles 
Communicating Zika Risk: Using Metaphor to Increase Perceived Risk Susceptibility 
Hang Lu, Jonathon P. Schuldt 
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What now for human genome editing? 
By Jon Cohen 
Science07 Dec 2018 : 1090-1092 Restricted Access 
   Claimed creation of CRISPR-edited babies triggers calls for international oversight. 
 
For China, a CRISPR first goes too far 
By Dennis Normile 
Science07 Dec 2018 : 1091 Restricted Access 
   Scientists and ethicists call for strengthened oversight in wake of He Jankui's announcement. 
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https://ssir.org/issue/fall_2018 
   All too often nonprofit organizations think that communications is simply about getting your message 
out. But to do that effectively you need to understand what shapes people’s feelings and values. And 
for that you need to understand social science, which is the subject of “The Science of What Makes 
People Care,” the cover storyin the Fall 2018 issue of Stanford Social Innovation Review. 
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Tropical Medicine & International Health 
Volume 23, Issue 12  Pages: i-iv, 1281-1407  December 2018 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13653156/current 
Original Research Papers 
Comparison between the traditional (1997) and revised (2009) WHO classifications of 
dengue disease: a retrospective study of 30 670 patients 
Natal Santos da Silva, Eduardo A. Undurraga, Alice Tobal Verro, Maurício Lacerda Nogueira 
Pages: 1282-1293 
First Published: 03 October 2018 
Abstract 
Objective 
To compare WHO's traditional (1997) and revised (2009) guidelines for dengue classification, using a 
large sample of patients of all ages with varying clinical conditions from a dengue‐endemic area in 
Brazil. 
Methods 
We compared 30 670 laboratory‐confirmed dengue cases (1998–2012) using both WHO's dengue 
classification guidelines. Stereotype ordinal logistic regressions were used to analyse the association 
between patients’ demographics and signs and symptoms related to dengue infection severity, as 
defined in the 1997 and 2009 guidelines. We then compared the degree of agreement in dengue 
classification of both guidelines. 
Results 
Dengue signs and symptoms in patients were poorly correlated to disease severity as defined by both 
guidelines (Cramer's V test <0.2). Hypotensive shock was the exception for both classifications, 
presenting dependence (Z = 56.42; P < 0.001, and Z = 55.24; P < 0.001) and high agreement 
(Cramers's V = 1; P < 0.001, and Cramers's V = 0.97; P < 0.001) for WHO 1997 and 2009, 
respectively. Last, we also found substantial agreement in disease classification between both 
guidelines (Kendall tau‐b = 0.79; P < 0.001), although 2009 guidelines were more sensitive in the 
detection of severe cases.  
Conclusions 
We hope our results will inform the debate about dengue classification guidelines, particularly 
concerning clinical value, study comparability, and ways in which future guidelines can support the 
clinical management of dengue. Our results suggest that caution should be taken when using WHO 
guidelines to assess dengue severity to improve clinical management of patients. 
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The health consequences of falsified medicines‐ A study of the published literature 
Mohammad Sofiqur Rahman, Naoko Yoshida, Hirohito Tsuboi, Naoki Tomizu, Jamie Endo, Onishi Miyu, 
Yoshio Akimoto, Kazuko Kimura 
Pages: 1294-1303 
First Published: 06 October 2018 
Abstract 
Objectives 
To analyse and present the literature describing the health consequences of falsified medicines, 
focusing on mortality and morbidity, as well as the scale of the issue, the geographic extent, the 
medicines affected, and the harm caused at both the individual and population levels. 
Methods 
We searched for articles in PubMed, using pre‐optimized keywords ‘(counterfeit OR fake OR bogus OR 
falsified OR spurious) AND (medicine OR drug)’. Searches up to February 2017 yielded 2006 hits, of 
which 1791 were full‐length articles in English. Among them, we found 81 papers that qualitatively or 
quantitatively described 48 incidents in which falsified medicines caused patients to suffer serious 
adverse effects, injury, symptoms or death. 
Results 
The distribution of incidents was examined according to the economic status of the countries involved, 
regional location in the world, therapeutic category of the medicines, number of incidents and victims 
by year, and characteristics of the falsified medicines. Among the 48 reported incidents, 27 (56.3%) 
occurred in developing countries and 21 (43.7%) in developed countries. These incidents involved a 
total of approximately 7200 casualties including 3604 deaths. 
Conclusions 
Despite the poor quality of much of the reported data, the results of this study indicate that all types of 
medications have been targeted for falsification, and falsified medicines have had a serious impact on 
the health of both adults and children worldwide, with similar numbers of incidents in developing and 
developed countries. 
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Vol. LV No. 2 2018   August 2018  
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2030 Agenda 
Vol. LV No. 2 2018   August 2018  
   This issue focuses on the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, a plan of action for people, 
planet and prosperity, which commits United Nations Member States to work towards a sustainable 
future for all. The articles, by Senior Officials of the United Nations system, examine the Organization’s 
lead role in advancing the 2030 Agenda, and in promoting peace, social equality and human rights. 
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World Heritage Review  
http://whc.unesco.org/en/review/84/ 
World Heritage n°89 - October 2018  
World Heritage and Wetlands  
   Wetlands are an essential, but often overlooked, aspect of our natural environment. They are vital 
sources of biodiversity and take many different forms – from lakes, rivers and swamps, to deltas and 
tidal flats, mangroves and coral reefs. Wetlands are found nearly everywhere, are essential to the 
survival of countless species of plants and animals, and are therefore crucial for human survival too, as 
water is the essence of life. 
   For this issue of World Heritage, we have collaborated with our friends at the Ramsar Convention on 
Wetlands, which recognizes and helps protect wetland sites of international importance. Over 100 
World Heritage properties are also designated as Ramsar Sites, in whole or in part, and our two 
Conventions work together closely. In an interview, Martha Rojas Urrego, Secretary General of the 
Ramsar Convention, describes how the two Conventions cooperate, discusses the role of wetlands in 
urban areas as they continue to grow, and addresses the challenge of preserving wetlands in cultural 
heritage places… 
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