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themes is a challenge and we appreciate your observations and ideas in this regard. This is not 
intended to be a "news and events" digest. 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
International Criminal Court 
 
Full text of John Bolton's speech to the Federalist Society 
10 Sept 2018 
[Excerpts] 
   …Today, on the eve of September 11th, I want to deliver a clear and unambiguous 
message on behalf of the president of the United States.  
 
The United States will use any means necessary to protect our citizens and those of our 
allies from unjust prosecution by this illegitimate court. 
 
We will not cooperate with the ICC. We will provide no assistance to the ICC. We will not join the ICC. 
 
We will let the ICC die on its own. After all, for all intents and purposes, the ICC is already dead to us. 
 
The United States bases this policy on five principal concerns about the court, its purported authority, 
and its effectiveness [extended statement of concerns follows]… 
 
…In April of 2016, it was right here, at the Mayflower Hotel, that President Trump gave his first major 
foreign policy address during his campaign. At that time, candidate Trump promised he would "always 
put the interests of the American people and American security above all else". 
 
Today, it is fitting that we reassert this fundamental promise within these walls. This afternoon, we 
also make a new pledge to the American people. 
 
"If the court comes after us, Israel or other US allies, we will not sit quietly. We will take the following 
steps, among others, in accordance with the American Servicemembers' Protection Act and our other 
legal authorities:  
 
:: We will negotiate even more binding, bilateral agreements to prohibit nations from surrendering US 
persons to the ICC. And we will ensure that those we have already entered are honoured by our 
counterpart governments. 
 
:: We will respond against the ICC and its personnel to the extent permitted by US law. We will ban its 
judges and prosecutors from entering the United States. We will sanction their funds in the US financial 
system, and we will prosecute them in the US criminal system. We will do the same for any company 
or state that assists an ICC investigation of Americans. 
 
:: We will take note if any countries cooperate with ICC investigations of the United States and its 
allies, and we will remember that cooperation when setting US foreign assistance, military assistance, 
and intelligence sharing levels.  
 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2018/09/full-text-john-bolton-speech-federalist-society-180910172828633.html


   

:: We will consider taking steps in the UN Security Council to constrain the court's sweeping powers, 
including ensuring that the ICC does not exercise jurisdiction over Americans and the nationals of our 
allies that have not ratified the Rome Statute. 
 
This administration will fight back to protect American constitutionalism, our sovereignty, and our 
citizens. No committee of foreign nations will tell us how to govern ourselves and defend our freedom. 
We will stand up for the US constitution abroad, just as we do at home. And, as always, in every 
decision we make, we will put the interests of the American people first. 
 
::::::  
 
The ICC will continue its independent and impartial work, undeterred  
11 September 2018 
The International Criminal Court (“ ICC” or the “Court”) is aware of the speech delivered on 10 
September 2018 by US National Security Advisor, John Bolton, concerning the ICC. 
 
The Court was established and constituted under the Rome Statute, the Court's founding treaty – to 
which 123 countries from all regions of the world are party and have pledged their support through 
ratification –as an instrument to ensure accountability for crimes that shock the conscience of 
humanity. The Court is an independent and impartial judicial institution. 
 
The Court's jurisdiction is subject to the primary jurisdiction of States themselves to investigate and 
prosecute allegations of those crimes and bring justice to the affected communities. It is only when the 
States concerned fail to do so at all or genuinely that the ICC will exercise jurisdiction. 
 
The ICC, as a court of law, will continue to do its work undeterred, in accordance with those principles 
and the overarching idea of the rule of law. 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Human Rights – Reprisals and Impunity 
 
UN report warns of alarming scope and effect of reprisals on victims, activists and human 
rights defenders  
GENEVA (12 September 2018) – People globally face harsh reprisals and intimidation for cooperating 
with the United Nations on human rights, a “shameful practice,” a major UN report warned.  This trend 
deters others from engaging with the UN and results in “self-censorship.”  
 
The annual report on reprisals of UN Secretary-General António Guterres, the ninth of its 
kind, details country by country cases in two annexes, including allegations of killing, 
torture and ill-treatment, arbitrary arrests and detention, surveillance, criminalisation, and 
public stigmatisation campaigns targeting victims and human rights defenders.  
 
It includes allegations of reprisals and intimidation documented in a total of 38 countries.   Some of the 
States are current members of the Human Rights Council. Some have featured in the annual report on 
reprisals nearly every year since it was instituted in 2010.* 
 

https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=pr1406
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23540&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23540&LangID=E


   

“The cases of reprisals and intimidation detailed in this report and its two annexes represent the tip of 
the iceberg, while many more are reported to us. We are also increasingly seeing legal, political and 
administrative hurdles used to intimidate – and silence - civil society,” said UN Assistant Secretary-
General for Human Rights Andrew Gilmour, the senior UN official designated to address the issue, who 
will present the report to the Human Rights Council on 19 September 2018.  
 
The report notes that selectively applied laws and new legislation are used to restrict and obstruct 
organizations that are likely to cooperate with the UN. This includes limiting their ability to secure and 
maintain funding, especially from foreign donors.  
 
The impact of fear of reprisals is not only visible in the field, where United Nations 
personnel often encounter people too afraid to speak with them, but also at headquarters 
in New York, Geneva, and elsewhere, the report says. 
 
The report highlights a “disturbing trend in the use of national security arguments and 
counter-terrorism strategies by States as justification for blocking access by communities 
and civil society organizations to the United Nations.” It notes that a number of NGOs, 
human rights defenders, activists and experts have been labelled as “terrorists” by their 
Governments.  Reported cases include individuals or organizations being officially charged 
with terrorism, blamed for cooperation with foreign entities, or accused of damaging the 
reputation or security of the State.    
 
“States have frequently invoked counter-terrorism as the reason an organization or individual should be 
denied access to participation at the United Nations. The real global threat of terrorism 
notwithstanding, this issue must be tackled without compromising respect for human rights,” the report 
says.   
 
While the majority of the documented cases were perpetrated, or at the very least condoned, by State 
officials, violations by non-State actors must also be taken seriously, the report says. Private citizens, 
corporate actors and non-State groups must be held accountable as well.  
 
The wide scope of reprisals inhibits the UN’s work in many ways, including in conflict settings, when 
delivering humanitarian assistance or in protecting civilians, and in the development context, where 
community members who engage on land and resource-related projects frequently encounter a hostile 
environment… 
 
The report calls on States to follow up on the cases included in the present and previous reports and 
provide substantive responses. 

* 29 Countries in which new cases are listed in the report and Annex I (in alphabetical order) 
are: Bahrain, Cameroon, China, Colombia, Cuba, Democratic Republic of Congo, Djibouti, Egypt, 
Guatemala, Guyana, Honduras, Hungary, India, Israel, Kyrgyzstan, Maldives, Mali, Morocco, Myanmar, 
Philippines, Russian Federation, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, South Sudan, Thailand, Trinidad and Tobago, 
Turkey, Turkmenistan, and Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of). 

Follow up/ongoing cases are also included in relation to the following 19 countries (in 
alphabetical order) in Annex II: Algeria, Bahrain, Burundi, China, Egypt, India, Iran (Islamic Republic 



   

of), Iraq, Japan, Mexico, Morocco, Myanmar, Pakistan, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Thailand, United Arab 
Emirates, Uzbekistan and Venezuela.  

Read the report (A/HRC/39/41) online in English, French, Arabic, Russia, Spanish and Chinese. 

:::::: 
::::::  
 
Hungary – Rule of Law :: EU “Founding Values” 
 
Rule of law in Hungary: Parliament calls on the EU to act  
Press Releases – European Parliiament 
Plenary session, LIBE, 12-09-2018 - 13:51   
  
:: Proposal approved by 448 votes to 197  
:: EP sees a clear risk of a serious breach of the EU founding values in Hungary  
:: Judicial independence, freedom of expression, corruption, rights of minorities, and the situation of 
migrants and refugees are key concerns  
:: Council may address recommendations to Hungary to counter the threat  
 
Parliament has asked EU member states to determine, in accordance with Treaty Article 7, 
whether Hungary is at risk of breaching the EU´s founding values. 
 
The request was approved by 448 votes to 197, with 48 abstentions. To be adopted, the proposal 
required an absolute majority of members (376) and two thirds of the votes cast - excluding the 
abstentions. 
 
This is the first time that Parliament has called on the Council of the EU to act against a member state 
to prevent a systemic threat to the Union’s founding values. These values, which are enshrined in EU 
Treaty Article 2 and reflected in the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights, include respect for democracy, 
equality, the rule of law and human rights. 
 
MEPs called on EU countries to initiate the procedure laid down in Article 7(1) the EU Treaty, noting 
that despite the Hungarian authorities’ readiness to discuss the legality of any specific measure, they 
have not addressed the situation, “and many concerns remain”. They stress that this is the preventive 
phase of the procedure, providing for a dialogue with the country concerned, and that it is “intended to 
avoid possible sanctions”. 
 
Parliament recalls that Hungary’s accession to the EU “was a voluntary act based on a sovereign 
decision, with a broad consensus across the political spectrum” and underline that any Hungarian 
government has a duty to eliminate the risk of a serious breach of the EU’s values. 
 
Parliament’s key concerns relate to: 
the functioning of the constitutional and electoral system, 
the independence of the judiciary, 
corruption and conflicts of interest, 
privacy and data protection, 
freedom of expression, 

http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/39/41
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20180906IPR12104/rule-of-law-in-hungary-parliament-calls-on-the-eu-to-act
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:12012M002
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:12012M002
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:12012P/TXT
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex%3A12012M007


   

academic freedom, 
freedom of religion, 
freedom of association, 
the right to equal treatment, 
the rights of persons belonging to minorities, including Roma and Jews, 
the fundamental rights of migrants, asylum seekers and refugees, and economic and social rights. 
 
Quote 
Judith Sargentini (Greens/EFA, NL), who authored the report, said: “In the week that we debate the 
state of the Union, the European Parliament sends out an important message: We stand up for the 
rights of all Europeans, including Hungarian citizens and we defend our European values. Now it is up 
to the European leaders to take their responsibility and stop watching from the sidelines as the rule of 
law is destroyed in Hungary. This is unacceptable for a Union that is built on democracy, the rule of law 
and fundamental rights.” 
 
Next steps 
The proposal for a Council decision will now be sent to the EU member states. They may, acting by a 
majority of four fifths, determine the existence of a clear risk of a serious breach of the EU values in 
Hungary. The Council would first have to hear the views of the Hungarian authorities, and Parliament 
would need to give consent. The EU member states may also choose to address recommendations to 
Hungary to counter the risk. 
 
At a later stage, the European Council may determine, by unanimity and with the Parliament’s consent, 
the existence in Hungary of a serious and persistent breach of the rule of law, democracy and 
fundamental rights. This could eventually lead to sanctions, such as the suspension of the voting rights 
in the Council. 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Human Rights, Liberty, Liberalism 
 
A manifesto for renewing liberalism 
Success turned liberals into a complacent elite. They need to rekindle their desire for radicalism  
The Economist, Sep 14 2018    [Editor’s text bolding] 
 
Liberalism made the modern world, but the modern world is turning against it. Europe and 
America are in the throes of a popular rebellion against liberal elites, who are seen as self-
serving and unable, or unwilling, to solve the problems of ordinary people. Elsewhere a 25-
year shift towards freedom and open markets has gone into reverse, even as China, soon 
to be the world’s largest economy, shows that dictatorships can thrive. 
 
For The Economist this is profoundly worrying. We were created 175 years ago to campaign for 
liberalism — not the leftish “progressivism” of American university campuses or the rightish 
“ultraliberalism” conjured up by the French commentariat, but a universal commitment to individual 
dignity, open markets, limited government and a faith in human progress brought about by debate and 
reform. 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96815/JUDITH_SARGENTINI_home.html
https://medium.economist.com/a-manifesto-for-renewing-liberalism-8d36c9699649


   

Our founders would be astonished at how life today compares with the poverty and the misery of the 
1840s. Global life expectancy in the past 175 years has risen from a little under 30 years to over 70. 
The share of people living below the threshold of extreme poverty has fallen from about 80% to 8% 
and the absolute number has halved, even as the total living above it has increased from about 100m 
to over 6.5bn. And literacy rates are up more than fivefold, to over 80%. Civil rights and the rule of law 
are incomparably more robust than they were only a few decades ago. In many countries individuals 
are now free to choose how to live — and with whom. 
 
This is not all the work of liberals, obviously. But as fascism, communism and autarky failed over the 
course of the 19th and 20th centuries, liberal societies have prospered. In one flavour or another, 
liberal democracy came to dominate the West and from there it started to spread around the world. 
 
Laurels, but no rest 
Yet political philosophies cannot live by their past glories: they must also promise a better future. And 
here liberal democracy faces a looming challenge. Western voters have started to doubt that the 
system works for them or that it is fair. In polling last year just 36% of Germans, 24% of 
Canadians and 9% of the French thought that the next generation would be better off than their 
parents. Only a third of Americans under 35 say that it is vital they live in a democracy; the share who 
would welcome military government grew from 7% in 1995 to 18% last year. Globally, according to 
Freedom House, an NGO, civil liberties and political rights have declined for the past 12 years — in 
2017, 71 countries lost ground while only 35 made gains. 
 
Against this current, The Economist still believes in the power of the liberal idea. Over the past six 
months, we have celebrated our 175th anniversary with online articles, debates, podcasts and films 
that explore how to respond to liberalism’s critics. In this issue we publish an essay that is a manifesto 
for a liberal revival — a liberalism for the people. 
 
Our essay sets out how the state can work harder for the citizen by recasting taxation, welfare, 
education and immigration. The economy must be cut free from the growing power of corporate 
monopolies and the planning restrictions that shut people out of the most prosperous cities. And we 
urge the West to shore up the liberal world order through enhanced military power and reinvigorated 
alliances. 
 
All these policies are designed to deal with liberalism’s central problem. In its moment of triumph after 
the collapse of the Soviet Union, it lost sight of its own essential values. It is with them that the liberal 
revival must begin. 
 
Liberalism emerged in the late 18th century as a response to the turmoil stirred up by independence in 
America, revolution in France and the transformation of industry and commerce. Revolutionaries insist 
that, to build a better world, you first have to smash the one in front of you. By contrast, conservatives 
are suspicious of all revolutionary pretensions to universal truth. They seek to preserve what is best in 
society by managing change, usually under a ruling class or an authoritarian leader who “knows best”. 
 
An engine of change 
True liberals contend that societies can change gradually for the better and from the bottom up. They 
differ from revolutionaries because they reject the idea that individuals should be coerced into 
accepting someone else’s beliefs. They differ from conservatives because they assert that aristocracy 
and hierarchy, indeed all concentrations of power, tend to become sources of oppression. 

https://www.economist.com/essay/2018/09/13/the-economist-at-175


   

 
Liberalism thus began as a restless, agitating world view. Yet over the past few decades 
liberals have become too comfortable with power. As a result, they have lost their hunger 
for reform. The ruling liberal elite tell themselves that they preside over a healthy 
meritocracy and that they have earned their privileges. The reality is not so clear-cut. 
 
At its best, the competitive spirit of meritocracy has created extraordinary prosperity and a wealth of 
new ideas. In the name of efficiency and economic freedom, governments have opened up markets to 
competition. Race, gender and sexuality have never been less of a barrier to advancement.  
Globalisation has lifted hundreds of millions of people in emerging markets out of poverty. 
 
Yet ruling liberals have often sheltered themselves from the gales of creative destruction. Cushy 
professions such as law are protected by fatuous regulations. University professors enjoy tenure even 
as they preach the virtues of the open society. Financiers were spared the worst of the financial crisis 
when their employers were bailed out with taxpayers’ money. Globalisation was meant to create 
enough gains to help the losers, but too few of them have seen the pay-off. 
 
In all sorts of ways, the liberal meritocracy is closed and self-sustaining. A recent study found that, in 
1999–2013, America’s most prestigious universities admitted more students from the top 1% of 
households by income than from the bottom 50%. In 1980–2015 university fees in America rose 17 
times as fast as median incomes. The 50 biggest urban areas contain 7% of the world’s people and 
produce 40% of its output. But planning restrictions shut many out, especially the young. 
 
Governing liberals have become so wrapped up in preserving the status quo that they have 
forgotten what radicalism looks like. Remember how, in her campaign to become America’s 
president, Hillary Clinton concealed her lack of big ideas behind a blizzard of small ones. The 
candidates to become leader of the Labour Party in Britain in 2015 lost to Jeremy Corbyn not because 
he is a dazzling political talent so much as because they were indistinguishably bland. Liberal 
technocrats contrive endless clever policy fixes, but they remain conspicuously aloof from the people 
they are supposed to be helping. This creates two classes: the doers and the done-to, the thinkers and 
the thought-for, the policymakers and the policytakers. 
 
The foundations of liberty 
Liberals have forgotten that their founding idea is civic respect for all. Our centenary editorial, 
written in 1943 as the war against fascism raged, set this out in two complementary 
principles. The first is freedom: that it is “not only just and wise but also profitable…to let 
people do what they want.” The second is the common interest: that “human society…can 
be an association for the welfare of all.” 
 
Today’s liberal meritocracy sits uncomfortably with that inclusive definition of freedom. The ruling class 
live in a bubble. They go to the same colleges, marry each other, live in the same streets and work in 
the same offices. Remote from power, most people are expected to be content with growing material 
prosperity instead. Yet, amid stagnating productivity and the fiscal austerity that followed the financial 
crisis of 2008, even this promise has often been broken. 
 
That is one reason loyalty to mainstream parties is corroding. Britain’s Conservatives, perhaps the most 
successful party in history, now raise more money from the wills of dead people than they do from the 
gifts of the living. In the first election in unified Germany, in 1990, the traditional parties won over 80% 



   

of the vote; the latest poll gives them just 45%, compared with a total of 41.5% for the far right, the 
far left and the Greens. 
 
Instead people are retreating into group identities defined by race, religion or sexuality. As a result, 
that second principle, the common interest, has fragmented. Identity politics is a valid response to 
discrimination but, as identities multiply, the politics of each group collides with the politics of all the 
rest. Instead of generating useful compromises, debate becomes an exercise in tribal outrage. Leaders 
on the right, in particular, exploit the insecurity engendered by immigration as a way of whipping up 
support. And they use smug left-wing arguments about political correctness to feed their voters’ sense 
of being looked down on. The result is polarisation. Sometimes that leads to paralysis, sometimes to 
the tyranny of the majority. At worst it emboldens far-right authoritarians. 
 
Liberals are losing the argument in geopolitics, too. Liberalism spread in the 19th and 20th 
centuries against the backdrop first of British naval hegemony and, later, the economic 
and military rise of the United States. Today, by contrast, the retreat of liberal democracy 
is taking place as Russia plays the saboteur and China asserts its growing global power. 
Yet rather than defend the system of alliances and liberal institutions it created after the second world 
war, America has been neglecting it — and even, under President Donald Trump, attacking it. 
 
This impulse to pull back is based on a misconception. As the historian Robert Kagan points out, 
America did not switch from interwar isolationism to post-war engagement in order to contain the 
Soviet Union, as is often assumed. Instead, having seen how the chaos of the 1920s and 1930s bred 
fascism and Bolshevism, its post-war statesmen concluded that a leaderless world was a threat. In the 
words of Dean Acheson, a secretary of state, America could no longer sit “in the parlour with a loaded 
shotgun, waiting”. 
 
It follows that the break up of the Soviet Union in 1991 did not suddenly make America safe. If liberal 
ideas do not underpin the world, geopolitics risks becoming the balance-of-power, sphere-of-influence 
struggle that European statesmen grappled with in the 19th century. That culminated in the muddy 
battlefields of Flanders. Even if today’s peace holds, liberalism will suffer as growing fears of foreign 
foes drive people into the arms of strongmen and populists. 
 
It is the moment for a liberal reinvention. Liberals need to spend less time dismissing their 
critics as fools and bigots and more fixing what is wrong. The true spirit of liberalism is not 
self-preserving, but radical and disruptive. The Economist was founded to campaign for the 
repeal of the Corn Laws, which charged duties on imports of grain into Victorian Britain. Today that 
sounds comically small-bore. But in the 1840s, 60% of the income of factory workers went on food, a 
third of that on bread. We were created to take the part of the poor against the corn-cultivating gentry. 
Today, in that same vision, liberals need to side with a struggling precariat against the patricians. 
 
Liberals should approach today’s challenges with vigour. If they prevail, it will be because 
their ideas are unmatched for their ability to spread freedom and prosperity 
 
They must rediscover their belief in individual dignity and self-reliance — by curbing their 
own privileges. They must stop sneering at nationalism, but claim it for themselves and fill 
it with their own brand of inclusive civic pride. Rather than lodging power in centralised 
ministries and unaccountable technocracies, they should devolve it to regions and municipalities. 



   

Instead of treating geopolitics as a zero-sum struggle between the great powers, America must draw 
on the self-reinforcing triad of its military might, its values and its allies. 
 
The best liberals have always been pragmatic and adaptable. Before the first world war Theodore 
Roosevelt took on the robber barons who ran America’s great monopolies. Although many early liberals 
feared mob rule, they embraced democracy. After the Depression in the 1930s they acknowledged that 
government has a limited role in managing the economy. Partly in order to see off fascism and 
communism after the second world war, liberals designed the welfare state. 
 
Liberals should approach today’s challenges with equal vigour. If they prevail, it will be because their 
ideas are unmatched for their ability to spread freedom and prosperity. Liberals should embrace 
criticism and welcome debate as a source of the new thinking that will rekindle their 
movement. They should be bold and impatient for reform. Young people, especially, have a 
world to claim. 
 
When The Economist was founded 175 years ago our first editor, James Wilson, promised “a severe 
contest between intelligence, which presses forward, and an unworthy, timid ignorance obstructing our 
progress.” We renew our pledge to that contest. And we ask liberals everywhere to join us. 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Health Governance – Global Outbreaks/Health Emergencies 
 
Global Preparedness Monitoring Board convenes for the first time in Geneva 
10 September 2018 | Statement 
WHO and the World Bank Group today convened the first meeting of the Global Preparedness 
Monitoring Board (GPMB), a new body set up to monitor the world’s readiness to respond to outbreaks 
and other health emergencies. 
 
The GPMB is chaired by Dr Gro Harlem Brundtland, former Prime Minister of Norway and former WHO 
Director-General and Mr Elhadj As Sy, Secretary General of the International Federation of Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Societies, and includes some of the most notable leaders in global health. 
 
The GPMB has been established to monitor progress, identify gaps and advocate for sustained, 
effective work to ensure global preparedness. At its first meeting at WHO’s headquarters in Geneva, 
the GPMB today discussed key issues in global preparedness and agreed its terms of reference and 
governance structure. The board aims to publish its first report on the global state of preparedness in 
September 2019. 
 
“Despite all the progress we have made, the world remains vulnerable,” said Dr Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus, WHO Director-General. “The Global Preparedness Monitoring Board brings together deep 
experience and expertise to help keep the world safe.”  
 
“There’s no substitute for preparedness, and investing in it should be a top priority for the entire global 
community,” said Dr Jim Yong Kim, President of the World Bank Group. “It is important that countries 
are beginning to take pandemic preparedness much more seriously.”  

http://www.who.int/news-room/detail/10-09-2018-global-preparedness-monitoring-board-convenes-for-the-first-time-in-geneva


   

The GPMB has its origins in the 2014 Ebola outbreak in West Africa, which devastated thousands of 
families, damaged economies and shook the world.  
 
Since then, WHO has undergone major transformation, with the establishment of its health 
emergencies programme. In the Organization’s new strategic 5-year plan, one of the three “triple 
billion” targets for 2023 is to see 1 billion people better protected from health emergencies. 
 
The World Bank has also established the Pandemic Emergency Financing Facility and made its first 
cash disbursement to the Ebola outbreak in Democratic Republic of the Congo in May this year.  As 
part of its IDA 18 commitment, the World Bank is supporting the development of pandemic 
preparedness plans in 25 low- and lower-middle income countries. It is also investing in preparedness 
in several countries in the East Asia and Pacific region, and in strengthening regional disease 
surveillance and monitoring capacity across East and West Africa. 
 
Most importantly, countries and communities have embraced the need for preparedness, with WHO’s 
Member States recommitting to establishing the capacities required under the International Health 
Regulations and dozens requesting Joint External Evaluations. 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Heritage Stewardship – Climate Change 
 
Philanthropic Community Announces $4 Billion Commitment to Combat Climate Change 
Pledge Marks Largest-ever Philanthropic Investment in Climate Mitigation 
San Francisco – Sept. 14, 2018 – Today 29 philanthropists pledged $4 billion over the next five years to 
combat climate change—the largest-ever philanthropic investment focused on climate change 
mitigation. The announcement, made at the Global Climate Action Summit (GCAS) in San 
Francisco, represents a broad global commitment to accelerate proven climate and clean-energy 
strategies, spur innovation and support organizations around the world working to protect the air they 
breathe and the communities they call home… 
 
All told, 29 organizations from the United States and around the globe have committed this funding to 
advance affordable, low- and zero-carbon solutions to reduce the harmful emissions that cause climate 
change.  The investments will support a vast array of strategies, with an emphasis on those addressing 
the five key challenge areas addressed this week at GCAS—healthy energy systems, inclusive economic 
growth, sustainable communities, land and ocean stewardship and transformative climate 
investments…. 
 
Committed, forward-looking investments total more than $4 billion, including $600 million first 
announced by the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation in December 2017, as well as more than $3 
billion in funding that has not been previously been announced. Much of this investment will support 
local organizations working on the frontlines of climate change. The funding will propel the expansion 
of successful local efforts to solve the climate crisis and allow those most affected by the climate crisis 
to shape the solutions to it…. 
 
::::::  
 

http://www.worldbank.org/pef
https://www.packard.org/2018/09/philanthropic-community-announces-4-billion-commitment-to-combat-climate-change/


   

PHILANTHROPIC COMMITMENT TO CLIMATE CHANGE 
Each day brings new evidence of climate change affecting lives—from extreme weather events, to 
increased food insecurity, to tragic impacts on human health. We see the suffering that a steadily 
warming planet is causing to people around the world. 
 
But we also see hope. And we see the real actions that are being taken to address one of the biggest 
challenges our planet and its people have ever faced. Clean energy markets are scaling, governments 
are stepping forward, and people across the globe are rising to solve this problem. 
 
As climate philanthropists, we are committed to supporting the vast array of solutions required to 
tackle this global problem. We know that every moment, and every dollar, counts. Which is why we are 
proud to announce today the joint commitment of more than $4 billion over the next five years to 
combat climate change. 
 
While today’s announcement is the largest climate-related philanthropic commitment ever made, we 
know that it is only a down payment. Everyone has a role to play—and philanthropy must be prepared 
to invest many billions more. 
 
By working together, sharing knowledge, welcoming new partners, and harnessing the actions of 
governments, the private sector and everyday citizens, the philanthropic community can be a catalyst 
in the fight against our world’s greatest threat. 
 
The investment we are committing to today will help accelerate proven climate strategies, spur the 
innovation and adoption of promising solutions, catalyze action at the national and local levels, and 
support the movement made up of millions of people fighting to protect the air they breathe and the 
communities they call home. 
 
The next few years will determine whether the world can slow our global temperature’s rapid rise. As 
philanthropists, we are committed to doing our part—and to engaging on climate change like never 
before. 
 
Barr Foundation 
Bloomberg Philanthropies 
Bullitt Foundation 
Sir Christopher Hohn and The Children’s Investment Fund Foundation (CIFF) 
The Educational Foundation of America 
Pirojsha Godrej Foundation 
Grantham Foundation 
The Grove Foundation 
Growald Family Fund 
The George Gund Foundation 
Heising-Simons Foundation 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation 
IKEA Foundation 
Ivey Foundation 
Joyce Foundation 
The JPB Foundation 
KR Foundation 



   

Kresge Foundation 
Dee & Richard Lawrence and OIF 
John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation 
McKinney Family Foundation 
McKnight Foundation 
Oak Foundation 
The David and Lucile Packard Foundation 
Pisces Foundation 
Rockefeller Brothers Fund (RBF) 
Sea Change Foundation 
Turner Foundation 
Yellow Chair Foundation 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Heritage Stewardship – Forests, Land Use, Rights 
 
Joint Statement Supporting Forests, Rights, and Lands for Climate 
Funders Stand Together in Support of Forests, Rights, and Lands for Climate 
Climate and Land Use Alliance – This statement was released on the 11th of September 2018 on the 
eve of the Global Climate Action Summit in San Francisco, California. 
– 
“As leaders of philanthropic organizations, we are participating in the Global Climate Action Summit by 
stepping up our support to protect, restore, and expand forests, make land use more sustainable, and 
secure the rights of indigenous peoples and local communities, who are the best stewards of their 
lands, territories, and forests. 
 
Forests and lands are critical to the fight against climate change. They already remove 30% of the 
carbon emissions added to the atmosphere each year, and could provide an additional 30% of the 
mitigation needed by 2030 to limit global warming to 1.5 degrees. But forests and lands receive only 
3% of the funding for climate action. If we hope to achieve global climate goals, investments in 
conserving forests and lands must urgently increase to match their potential for slowing climate 
change. 
 
Together, we support: 
   :: Land use policies and finance that help achieve ambitious climate targets and contribute to 
sustainable development. 
   :: Policies that protect and recognize the role of forests and sustainable land use in supporting rural 
livelihoods and alleviating poverty. 
   :: Indigenous peoples’ and local communities’ land rights and management of forests, and an end to 
the violence against and criminalization of environmental defenders. 
   :: Expanded, protected, and restored national parks, conservation areas, and forests that respect the 
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and their right to free, prior, and 
informed consent; and 
  :: Agricultural production and investments that support a transition to sustainable food systems, do 
not cause deforestation or rural violence, preserve biodiversity, and improve soil health. 
 

http://www.climateandlandusealliance.org/supporting-forests-rights-and-lands-for-climate/


   

Through our funding commitments to these shared priorities, we hope to inspire new and deeper 
investments – from other foundations, from governments, and from businesses – to finance a shift 
toward sustainable and rights-based land use and forest management and away from short-term 
resource depletion that leaves communities, economies, and the planet impoverished. 
 
Forests are fundamental to life on Earth. Billions of people depend on forests for food, water, fuel, 
shelter, and medicine. Forests support biodiversity, including a rich array of plant and animal life, and 
provide clean water and clean air. Diverse indigenous and local cultures have traditions, beliefs, and 
livelihoods that are inextricably tied to forests. Their guardianship of forests and lands is vital. Healthy 
forests make the world more resilient to the impacts of climate change and are essential to securing a 
more stable, livable climate for us all. 
 
We stand together in our resolve to conserve the world’s forests and lands for the benefit of all people 
and the planet.” 
 
Signatories: 
American Jewish World Service 
Arapyaú Foundation 
Christensen Fund 
ClimateWorks Foundation 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation 
Doris Duke Charitable Foundation 
Ford Foundation 
Good Energies Foundation 
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation 
John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation 
Leonardo DiCaprio Foundation 
Mulago Foundation 
The Rockefeller Foundation 
Swift Foundation 
Tamalpais Trust 
Tata Trusts 
Thousand Currents 
United Nations Foundation 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Development/Heritage Stewardship/Humanitarian Response – Blockchain  
 
Report: More than 65 Ways Blockchain Technology Can Fix Global Environmental 
Challenges  
14 Sep2018 
· Blockchain applications could disrupt how the world manages environmental resources, helping to 
drive sustainable growth and value creation  
· This opportunity remains largely untapped by developers, investors and governments as the majority 
of projects are currently focused on areas like fintech and supply chains  

https://ajws.org/
http://www.arapyau.org.br/
https://www.christensenfund.org/
https://www.climateworks.org/
https://www.packard.org/
http://www.ddcf.org/
https://www.fordfoundation.org/
https://www.goodenergies.org/
https://www.moore.org/
https://www.macfound.org/
https://www.leonardodicaprio.org/
http://mulagofoundation.org/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/
https://swiftfoundation.org/
https://www.tamtrust.org/
http://www.tatatrusts.org/
https://thousandcurrents.org/
http://www.unfoundation.org/
https://www.weforum.org/press/2018/09/report-more-than-65-ways-blockchain-technology-can-fix-global-environmental-challenges
https://www.weforum.org/press/2018/09/report-more-than-65-ways-blockchain-technology-can-fix-global-environmental-challenges


   

· New global platforms are urgently needed to incubate a responsible blockchain ecosystem rather than 
specific projects 
 
Building Block(chain)s for a Better Planet 
World Economic Forum – In collaboration with PwC and Stanford Woods Institute for the Environment 
September 2018 :: 37 pages 
PDF: http://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_Building-Blockchains.pdf 
 
Principal findings 
Our research and analysis identified more than 65 existing and emerging blockchain use-cases for the 
environment through desk-based research and interviews with a range of stakeholders at the forefront 
of applying blockchain across industry, big tech, entrepreneurs, research and government. 
 
Blockchain use-case solutions that are particularly relevant across environmental applications tend to 
cluster around the following cross-cutting themes: enabling the transition to cleaner and more efficient 
decentralized systems; peer-to-peer trading of resources or permits; supply-chain transparency and 
management; new financing models for environmental outcomes; and the realization of non-financial 
value and natural capital. 
 
The report also identifies enormous potential to create blockchain-enabled “game changers” that have 
the ability to deliver transformative solutions to environmental challenges. These game changers have 
the potential to disrupt, or substantially optimize, the systems that are critical to addressing many 
environmental challenges.  
 
A high-level summary of those game changers is outlined below: 
“See-through” supply chains: blockchain can create undeniable (and potentially unavoidable) 
transparency in supply chains. Recording transactional data throughout the supply chain on a 
blockchain and establishing an immutable record of provenance (i.e. origin) offers the potential for full 
traceability of products from source to store. Providing such transparency creates an opportunity to 
optimize supply-and-demand management, build resilience and ultimately enable more sustainable 
production, logistics and consumer choice. 
 
Decentralized and sustainable resource management: blockchain can underpin a transition to 
decentralized utility systems at scale. Platforms could collate distributed data on resources (e.g. 
household-level water and energy data from smart sensors) to end the current asymmetry of 
information that exists between stakeholders, enabling more informed – and even decentralized – 
decision-making regarding system design and management of resources. This could include 
peer-to-peer transactions, dynamic pricing and optimal demand-supply balancing. 
 
Raising the trillions – new sources of sustainable finance: blockchain-enabled finance platforms 
could potentially revolutionize access to capital and unlock potential for new investors in projects that 
address environmental challenges – from retail-level investment in 6 Building Block(chain)s for a Better 
Planet green infrastructure projects through to enabling blended finance or charitable donations for 
developing countries. On a broader level, there is the potential for blockchain to facilitate a system shift 
from shareholder to stakeholder value, and to expand traditional financial capital accounting to also 
capture social and environmental capital. Collectively, these changes could help raise the trillions of 
dollars needed to finance a shift to low-carbon and environmentally sustainable economies.  
 

https://wef.ch/bbbp
http://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_Building-Blockchains.pdf


   

Incentivizing circular economies: blockchain could fundamentally change the way in which 
materials and natural resources are valued and traded, incentivizing individuals, companies and 
governments to unlock financial value from things that are currently wasted, discarded or treated as 
economically invaluable. This could drive widespread behaviour change and help to realize a truly 
circular economy. 
 
Transforming carbon (and other environmental) markets: blockchain platforms could be 
harnessed to use cryptographic tokens with a tradable value to optimize existing market platforms for 
carbon (or other substances) and create new opportunities for carbon credit transactions. 
 
Next-gen sustainability monitoring, reporting and verification: blockchain has the potential to 
transform both sustainability reporting and assurance, helping companies manage, demonstrate and 
improve their performance, while enabling consumers and investors to make better-informed decisions. 
This could drive a new wave of accountability and action, as this information filters up to board-level 
managers and provides them with a more complete picture for managing risk and reward profiles. 
 
Automatic disaster preparedness and humanitarian relief: blockchain could underpin a new 
shared system for multiple parties involved in disaster preparedness and relief to improve the 
efficiency, effectiveness, coordination and trust of resources. An interoperable decentralized system 
could enable the sharing of information (e.g. individual relief activities transparent to all other parties 
within the distributed network) and rapid automated transactions via smart contracts. This could 
improve efficiencies in the immediate aftermath of disasters, which is the most critical time for limiting 
loss of life and other human impacts. 
[See more detail from p.20 below] 
 
Earth-management platforms: new blockchain-enabled geospatial platforms, which enable a range 
of value-based transactions, are in the early stages of exploration and could monitor, manage and 
enable market mechanisms that protect the global environmental commons – from life on land to 
ocean health. Such applications are further away in terms of technical and logistical feasibility, but they 
remain exciting to contemplate. 
 
These game changers, and the more than 65 use-cases identified, offer the exciting potential to build a 
sustainable future; however, as with many emerging technologies, there are a number of risks to 
manage and challenges to overcome. In broad terms, the challenges relate to blockchain’s maturity as 
a technology, regulatory and legal challenges, stakeholders’ trust in the technology, and their 
willingness to invest and participate in applications… 
 

::::::  
 
[p.20] 
7. Automatic disaster preparedness and humanitarian relief  
As the frequency and scale of natural catastrophes increases, in part due to a changing climate, there 
is an increasing need both to prepare for when foreseeable natural disasters strike and to manage 
better real-time relief responses, e.g. coordinating and financing rapid support and supplies to people 
and areas where the need is greatest. Blockchain solutions could be transformational in terms of their 
ability to improve disaster preparedness and relief effectiveness. 
 



   

Blockchain solutions are starting to be developed to realize Fourth Industrial Revolution-enabled 
disaster preparedness. IBM, for example, is spearheading a new initiative called “Call for Code”, 
working with the American Red Cross, to invite developers to create new applications to help people 
and communities better prepare for natural disasters.69  Concept-stage blockchain solutions are being 
proposed to mobilize public and private organizations to coordinate real-time disaster relief, matching 
community needs with least-cost suppliers. For example, connecting suppliers of clean drinking water 
with the helicopter pilots delivering that water could help ensure that deliveries are scheduled at 
specific locations within certain time frames.70 To enable this solution, smart-contract technology can 
determine which contract offer is the best one available based on the delivery needs of the community, 
including quantity, price, timing and location. The smart contract can trigger acceptance of the offer, 
and set in motion the delivery as well as confirming the delivery has taken place. SAP is involved in 
working on, and promoting, these types of “pooling and sharing” solutions, which could fundamentally 
shift how public and private organizations can be mobilized in the event of a natural disaster.71 
 
An important challenge here will be to integrate disaster preparedness and relief platforms into existing 
early warning and mobilization systems, across both public and private entities. Ensuring adequate 
trust and resolving intellectual property (IP) and data privacy issues will be particularly important. 
Further challenges might arise in developing countries where IT systems might not yet be 
Fourth Industrial Revolution-compatible without significant investment and upgrades. 
 
   69. IBM, IBM Leads “Call for Code” to Use Cloud, Data, AI, Blockchain, for Natural Disaster Relief, 24 
May 2018: http://newsroom. ibm.com/2018-05-24-IBM-Leads-Call-for-Code-to-Use- 
Cloud-Data-AI-Blockchain-for-Natural-Disaster-Relief (link as of 03/09/18). 
   70. Galer, S., Blockchain to the Rescue: We Can Be Much Better at Weathering Natural Disasters, 
D!gitalist, 7 November 2017: https://digitalistmag.com/improving-lives/2017/11/07/blockchainto- 
rescue-much-better-at-weathering-natural-disasters-05486919 
(link as of 03/09/18). 
   71. Ibid. 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Emergencies 
 
POLIO   
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
Polio this week as of 4 September 2018 [GPEI] 
The Johns Hopkins University is leading a project to document lessons learned from GPEI, and 
translating those lessons to improve delivery of other lifesaving health programmes and strengthening 
health systems globally. Read more and learn how you can contribute: GPEI Lessons Learned Project. 
 
Summary of new viruses this week:  
Afghanistan – One new case of wild poliovirus (WPV1).  
Pakistan – One new case of wild poliovirus (WPV1).  
Afghanistan and Pakistan continue to detect WPV1 through environmental sampling, indicating 
sustained transmission  
Papua New Guinea – three new cases of circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type 1 (cVDPV1).  
Somalia – two new cases of circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type 2 (cVDPV2). 

http://newsroom/
http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
http://polioeradication.org/who-we-are/partners/gpei-lessons-learned-project/


   

 
::::::  
::::::  
 
Editor’s Note: 
WHO has posted a refreshed emergencies page which presents an updated listing of Grade 3,2,1 
emergencies as below. 
 
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
Bangladesh - Rohingya crisis  
:: Using local materials to build health facilities  12 September 2018 
:: Weekly Situation Report 42 - 6 September 2018pdf, 220kb 
 KEY HIGHLIGHTS  
• The next round of oral cholera campaign (OCV) will begin on 6 October 2018, targeting 327 364 
people.  
• Acute Respiratory Infection (ARI) and suspected malaria cases are showing an increasing trend.  
• A total of nine Mobile Medical Teams were deployed in week 35. Primary health care and dental care 
services were provided to 3 375 people across 13 camps.  
SITUATION OVERVIEW  
• According to the Needs and Population Monitoring (NPM) exercise, there are an estimated 919 000 
Rohingya refugees in Cox’s Bazar as of 22 July 2018. Of these, 706 364 are new arrivals since 25 
August 2017.  
• More heavy rain from the current monsoon season and the second season of cyclones and monsoons 
toward the end of the year will increase the risk of water-borne diseases such as cholera and hepatitis 
A and vector-borne diseases such as malaria, dengue and chikungunya.  
 
Democratic Republic of the Congo  
:: 06: Situation report on the Ebola outbreak in North Kivu 11 September 2018 
:: Disease Outbreak News (DONs) - Ebola virus disease – Democratic Republic of the Congo  
14 September 2018 
[See Milestones above for more detail] 
 
Yemen  
:: WHO statement on the health situation in Yemen  7 September 2018 
Dr Ahmed Al Mandhari, WHO Regional Director for the Eastern Mediterranean 
[See Milestones above for more detail] 
 
Iraq - No new announcements identified 
Nigeria - No new announcements identified 
Somalia - No new announcements identified 
South Sudan - No new announcements identified 
Syrian Arab Republic - No new announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
Cameroon  - See below 
Central African Republic  - See below  

http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/bgd/en/
https://medium.com/@who/using-local-materials-to-build-health-facilities-873dabe88a86
http://www.searo.who.int/entity/bangladesh/weeklysitrep42cxbban.pdf?ua=1
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cod/en/
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/274347/SITREP_EVD_DRC_201809011-eng.pdf?ua=1
http://www.who.int/csr/don/14-september-2018-ebola-drc/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/yem/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/media/news/statement-attributable-to-dr-ahmed-al-mandhari-who-regional-director-for-the-eastern-mediterranean-region.html
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/irq/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/nigeria/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/somalia/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/south-sudan/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/syr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cmr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/caf/en/


   

Hurricane Irma and Maria in the Caribbean - No new announcements identified 
occupied Palestinian territory - No new announcements identified 
Libya - No new announcements identified 
Myanmar - No new announcements identified 
South Africa Listeriosis (2017) - See below  
Sudan - No new announcements identified 
Ukraine - No new announcements identified 
Sao Tome and Principe Necrotizing Cellulitis (2017) - No new announcements identified 
 
Outbreaks and Emergencies Bulletin, Week 36: 1 - 7 September 2018 
The WHO Health Emergencies Programme is currently monitoring 55 events in the region. This week’s 
edition covers key ongoing events, including: 
:: Declaration of the end of the listeriosis outbreak in South Africa 
:: Ebola virus disease in the Democratic Republic of the Congo 
:: Cholera in Niger 
:: Cholera in Cameroon 
:: Hepatitis E in Namibia 
:: Humanitarian crisis in Central African Republic. 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 1 Emergencies  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
Afghanistan  
Angola (in Portuguese)  
Chad  
Ethiopia  
Kenya  
Lao People's Democratic Republic  
Mali  
Papua New Guinea  
Peru  
Tanzania  
Tropical Cyclone Gira  
Zambia  
 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – L3 Emergencies 
The UN and its humanitarian partners are currently responding to three 'L3' emergencies. This is the 
global humanitarian system's classification for the response to the most severe, large-scale 
humanitarian crises.  
Yemen   
:: Yemen Humanitarian Update Covering 27 August – 6 September 2018 | Issue 26 
Published on 06 Sep 2018  
KEY ISSUES: 
:: As the depreciation of the Yemeni Rial continues, a further 3.5 million people may become food 
insecure and an additional 2 million may face a heightened risk of famine. 

http://www.paho.org/disasters/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=3613:hurricane-irma-and-maria-in-the-caribbean-2&Itemid=904&lang=en
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/opt/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/lby/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mmr/en/
http://afro.who.int/countries/south-africa
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/sdn/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ukr/en/
http://afro.who.int/
https://afro.who.int/publications/outbreaks-and-emergencies-bulletin-week-36-1-7-september-2018
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/afg/en/
http://afro.who.int/pt/countries/angola
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tcd/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/eth/en/
http://www.afro.who.int/countries/kenya
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/lao/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mli/en/
http://www.wpro.who.int/papuanewguinea/en/
http://www.paho.org/per/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tza/en/
http://www.wpro.who.int/outbreaks_emergencies/cyclone_gita/en/
http://www.afro.who.int/countries/zambia
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/yemen
https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/yemen-humanitarian-update-covering-27-august-6-september-2018-issue-26


   

:: The conflict in Yemen continues to exact a heavy toll on civilians. In August, 241 civilian impact 
incidents were reported. 
:: Humanitarian partners continue to work to prevent a third outbreak of cholera; some 133,000 
suspected cholera cases have been confirmed since January… 
 
Syrian Arab Republic   - No new announcements identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Corporate Emergencies 
When the USG/ERC declares a Corporate Emergency Response, all OCHA offices, branches and 
sections provide their full support to response activities both at HQ and in the field. 
Ethiopia  - No new announcements identified. 
Somalia   - No new announcements identified. 
 

 
*                      *                       *                        * 

 
 

Agency/Government/IGO Watch 
We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for key 
media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on regional or global 
level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific coverage is limited. Please 
suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
 
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly  
[to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.un.org/en/  
13 September 2018  
SG/SM/19209-ORG/1675 
Kofi Annan Was ‘One of a Kind and One of Us’, Says Secretary-General at Funeral for World 
Leader 
 
13 September 2018  
GA/12050 
General Assembly Adopts Resolution Reaffirming Commitment to Zero-Tolerance Policy on 
Sexual Exploitation, Abuse throughout United Nations System 
The General Assembly today adopted without a vote a resolution on United Nations action on sexual 
exploitation and abuse. 
 
11 September 2018  
SC/13496 
Global Community Must Commit to Supporting Dialogue in Preventing Yemen’s 
Further Decline into Chaos, Special Envoy Stresses, while Briefing Security Council 
Amid escalating violence and lack of participation by one party in Yemen’s recently relaunched peace 
talks, the international community must commit to supporting dialogue, protecting civilians and 
preventing the country’s further decline into chaos, the senior United Nations official tasked with 
shepherding the negotiations stressed today as he briefed the Security Council. 

https://www.unocha.org/syria
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/ethiopia
https://www.unocha.org/somalia
http://www.un.org/en/unpress/
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sgsm19209.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sgsm19209.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/ga12050.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/ga12050.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sc13496.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sc13496.doc.htm


   

 
11 September 2018  
SC/13495 
United States Will Respond to Chemical Weapons Use in Any Assault on Idlib, Delegate 
Warns, as Security Council Considers Outcome of Astana Process Summit 
By violating the last de-escalation zone in the Syria conflict, the Russian Federation and Iran are not 
demonstrating a commitment to protecting civilian lives, and it is absurd to think the world will pay for 
reconstruction as they pummel Idlib, the representative of the United States told the Security Council 
today. 
 
 
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true  
Top News 
Committee on Rights of Migrant Workers publishes findings on Madagascar and 
Mozambique 
 
UN experts urge prompt ratification of landmark Latin America and Caribbean environment 
treaty 
 
UN report warns of alarming scope and effect of reprisals on victims, activists and human 
rights defenders 
 
Myanmar: UN report details silencing by law of independent journalism 
 
Children’s rights: UN Committee to review Benin, El Salvador, Lao People's Democratic 
Republic, Mauritania, Niger, and Saudi Arabia and to hold a Day of General Discussion 
 
 
Committee on the Rights of the Child [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx 
13 September 2018 
Children’s rights: UN Committee to review Benin, El Salvador, Lao People's Democratic 
Republic, Mauritania, Niger, and Saudi Arabia and to hold a Day of General Discussion 
 
 
Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the sale and sexual exploitation of children 
 [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights   [to 15 Sep 2018] 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sc13495.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sc13495.doc.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23563&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23563&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23557&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23557&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23540&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23540&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23531&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23555&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23555&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23555&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23555&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx
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https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed 
Conflict [to 15 Sep 2018] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable 
standard of physical and mental health  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx 
13 September 2018 
UN experts urge prompt ratification of landmark Latin America and Caribbean environment 
treaty 
   The Regional Agreement on Access to Information, Public Participation and Justice in Environmental 
Matters in Latin America and the Caribbean was adopted on 4 March 2018 in Escazú, Costa Rica, and 
will be open for signature on 27 September at the UN General Assembly in New York. 
 
 
SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict 
[to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN OCHA [to 15 Sep 2018] 
https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases 
Selected Press Releases 
16 September 2018 
Humanitarian Medical Air Bridge in Yemen 
   Sana’a, 16 September 2018: The United Nations is working to open a humanitarian medical air 
bridge for Yemeni civilians who are suffering from conditions which cannot be treated inside Yemen. 
   “The aim is to help patients suffering from cancer, chronic diseases and congenital anomalies receive 
the treatment they need,” said Dr. Nevio Zagaria, the Representative of the World Health Organization 
in Yemen. “Twelve conditions have been agreed. It’s so important that people who have these 
conditions receive support and care.” 
   “The civilians who will benefit include patients suffering from leukemia, early stage tumors, cervical 
and thyroid cancer, and patients who need radiotherapy, and bone marrow and kidney transplants,” 
said Dr. Zagaria… 
 
15 September 2018 
Second standard allocation of the CAR Humanitarian Fund 
   Bangui, 14 September 2018 – Faced with the proliferation of conflict hotspots and population 
movements in several parts of the country, the spike in incidents against humanitarian actors and 
civilians, in addition to the already dire vulnerability and unmet basic needs, the Humanitarian 
Coordinator in the Central African Republic (CAR), Najat Rochdi, has decided to allocate $15 million 
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https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23557&LangID=E
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https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases
https://reliefweb.int/node/2788614
https://reliefweb.int/node/2787219


   

through the CAR Humanitarian Fund (CAR HF) to support multisectoral emergency response in the 
most affected areas by humanitarian actors who are operational and/or likely to deploy rapidly in 
priority areas… 
 
13 September 2018 
Hundreds of thousands of civilians are terrified by fighting in Hodeidah  
 
 
Centre for Humanitarian Data/HDX  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
https://centre.humdata.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNICEF  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases 
Selected Press Releases/Reports/Statements 
Press release 
UNICEF to scale up Ebola response following new cases in major commercial center of 
Butembo in the Democratic Republic of Congo 
14/09/2018  
[See Milestones above for more detail] 
 
Press release 
Geneva Palais briefing note on education under attack in Yemen 
14/09/2018  
 
Press release 
Global hunger continues to rise, new UN report says 
821 million people now hungry and over 150 million children stunted, putting hunger eradication goal 
at risk 
10/09/2018  
 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html 
Press releases and news comments 
UNHCR notes Ukraine Supreme Court ruling on pension rights for internally displaced 11 
Sep 2018 
 
Briefing Notes 
Funding shortfall risks critical humanitarian response for Syrian refugees, internally 
displaced 11 Sep 2018 
 
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
Selected Announcements 
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UN Migration Agency, Thai Labour Ministry Launch Interpreter Handbook to Enhance 
Protection for Migrant Workers 
2018-09-14 11:38 
   Bangkok – Migrant workers in Thailand often have difficulty understanding their legal rights due to 
language barriers. Without adequate information, they face multiple challenges in seeking protection 
under the law and access to legal remedies. 
 
Mediterranean Migrant Arrivals Reach 74,501; Deaths Reach 1,586 
2018-09-14 10:56 
   Geneva – IOM, the UN Migration Agency, reports that 74,501 migrants and refugees entered Europe 
by sea in 2018 through 12 September, with 32,272 to Spain, the leading destination this year. This 
compares with 128,995 arrivals across the region through the same period last year,... 
 
Over One Fifth of Irregular Migrants to Europe Coming by Land: New IOM Report 
2018-09-14 10:25 
   Vienna — While the perilous and deadly Mediterranean sea migration route is well known, new 
figures from IOM show that more than one in five people arriving irregularly in Europe do so by land.   
 
Turkish Airlines and IOM Sign Long Term Partnership to Assist Migrants Globally 
2018-09-11 14:40 
   Geneva – The promotion of safe, orderly and regular migration is at the heart of the long-term 
partnership agreement signed yesterday (10/09) between the UN Migration Agency (IOM) and Turkish 
Airlines, one of the largest carriers in the world. 
 
 
UNAIDS [to 15 Sep 2018]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
News 
13 September 2018 
UNAIDS again commended as the only UN body to meet or exceed all requirements of the 
UN Action Plan on Gender Equality  
 
12 September 2018 
New model drug law launched in western Africa  
   Unjust laws can prevent people from accessing the services they need to prevent or treat HIV, and 
people who use drugs need help and care, not punishment—these are two of the messages from the 
new Model Drug Law for West Africa. Launched on11 September in Dakar, Senegal, the model drug 
law aims to guide policy-makers in the region on how to better frame their drug laws... 
 
12 September 2018 
Russian Federation commits to reach 75% antiretroviral therapy coverage in 2019  
 
10 September 2018 
Leaders from China and Africa come together to build stronger and healthier communities  
   Leaders from African countries and China met in Beijing, China, during the 2018 Beijing Summit of 
the Forum on China–Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) on 3 and 4 September to accelerate the social and 
economic development of Africa… 
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   Leaders agreed the Beijing Declaration and the Beijing Action Plan, which will serve as a blueprint for 
further cooperation between China and Africa in the next three years. The outcome documents, which 
list ending AIDS and halting and reversing HIV (together with tuberculosis and malaria) as part of the 
China–Africa health cooperation… 
 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 15 Sep 2018] 
UN General Assembly High-Level Meeting on the fight against tuberculosis 
New York, 26 September 2018 
The theme: "United to end tuberculosis: an urgent global response to a global epidemic 
   Heads of State will gather in New York on 26 September this year at the United Nations General 
Assembly first-ever high-level meeting on tuberculosis (TB) to accelerate efforts in ending TB and reach 
all affected people with prevention and care.  
 
Global hunger continues to rise, new UN report says 
821 million people now hungry and over 150 million children stunted, putting hunger eradication goal 
at risk 
11 September 2018   Rome 
UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), the International Fund for Agricultural Development 
(IFAD), the UN Children's Fund (UNICEF), the World Food Programme (WFP) and WHO 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO     
Selected Featured News 
:: With WHO’s support, South Sudan strengthens HIV treatment cascade to improve interventions and 
achieve the national 90-90-90 targets  15 September 2018  
:: How an encounter with Ebola in the Democratic Republic of the Congo inspired change 
14 September 2018  
:: WHO is scaling up response to a fast-moving cholera outbreak in Zimbabwe’s capital 
13 September 2018  
:: Nigeria not lowering guards against Polio, two years after last detection of cases in the Northeast. 13 
September 2018  
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
No new digest content identified. 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
No new digest content identified. 
 
WHO European Region EURO  
No new digest content identified. 
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: European Union support strengthens trauma care services in Gaza  13 September 2018 
:: Addressing escalating burden of NCDs in Afghanistan  12 September 2018 
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http://www.emro.who.int/afg/afghanistan-news/addressing-the-escalating-burden-of-non-communicable-diseases-in-afghanistan.html?format=html


   

 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
:: Case of imported MERS reported in Republic of Korea  9 September 2018 
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2018/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
Selected Press Releases/Announcements 
Global gathering of artisanal and small-scale miners charts new vision for sustainable 
development 
   Over 500 people from more than 70 countries have assembled in Livingstone, Zambia for the 
International Conference on Artisanal and Small-scale Mining and Quarrying (ASM18) to chart a vision 
for…    
Posted on September 11, 2018 
 
UNDP Welcomes Germany’s 60% Increase in Core Contributions 
   UNDP has welcomed a significantly increased contribution of 40 million EUR for 2018 by the German 
government to the organization’s regular resource, a 60% increase from 2017.    
Posted on September 10, 2018 
 
UNDP welcomes Japan’s increased contribution to core funding 
   UNDP has welcomed the Government of Japan’s contribution to the organisation’s regular resource of 
7.16 billion JPY for 2018.    
Posted on September 10, 2018 
 
 
UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 

UN Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN)  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://unsdsn.org/news/ 
September 12, 2018 
Conference on “The SDGs and the Future of Europe” 
Accounting for six percent of the global population and 22 percent of global economic output, the 
European Union is a global player whose actions are decisive for the achievement of the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) both within Europe and globally.  
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Some of Europe’s most pressing socio-economic priorities and challenges including rising inequalities, 
youth unemployment, and climate change are covered under the Goals, making it imperative for the EU 
to commit and invest seriously into their achievement, while at the same time leading the global 
movement towards the 2030 Agenda. 
 
To address this important moment in time, the European Network of Political Foundations (ENoP) and 
the Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN) are organizing a conference in Bonn on 15 
October 2018 that will explore ways of making the SDGs an integral part of the political agenda in the 
EU in alignment with these upcoming high-level events… 
 

 

UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/ 
Eighth meeting of the IAEG-SDGs 
   The eighth meeting of the Inter-agency and Expert Group on Sustainable Development Goal 
Indicators (IAEG-SDGs), will be held from 5 to 8 November 2018 in Stockholm, Sweden. The meeting 
will be hosted by Statistics Sweden. 
 
 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
https://www.unenvironment.org/  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNISDR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.unisdr.org/archive 
11 Sep 2018 
Science, technology combine to support Sendai 
   Science and technology experts in the Arab States pledge to support governments to develop DRR 
strategies based on data at a meeting of the Regional Science and Technology Action Group in 
Lebanon. 
 
 
UN DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news.html 
13 September 2018, New York  
“Future of work is in fact the ‘future of the world’” 
   Earlier this week, G20 Sherpas gathered in Mendoza, Argentina, to discuss the state of the world 
economy and finance, employment and the future of work, as well as international migration. The UN 
Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs Mr. Liu Zhenmin in his capacity of the UN 
Sherpa attended this meeting. 
 
 
UNESCO  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://en.unesco.org/news 
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12 September 2018 
UNESCO convenes experts to advance monitoring and reporting on access to information  
   A group of experts met on Monday, 3 September 2018, to mobilise expertise and exchange ideas 
around strengthening monitoring and reporting on public access to information, within the context of 
global monitoring on progress towards Sustainable Development Goals (SDG). 
   Organised by UNESCO’s International Programme for the Development of Communication (IPDC), 
the consultation meeting gathered expert inputs, notably on a set of monitoring tools being explored 
by UNESCO for possible use in data-gathering about SDG indicator 16.10.2 on access to information. 
The Indicator 16.10.2 looks into “number of countries that adopt and implement constitutional, 
statutory and/or policy guarantees for public access to information”. This contributes to target 16.10 
which ensures public access to information and the protection of fundamental freedoms, in accordance 
with national legislation and international agreements… 
 
11 September 2018 
UNESCO holds its first Partners’ Forum 
 
10 September 2018 
Two UNESCO debates on ethics of Artificial Intelligence and Gene Editing (11 & 12 
September) 
 
 
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://unhabitat.org/media-centre/news/ 
[Website not responding at inquiry] 
 
 
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/ 
13-09-2018 
UN scientific Committee recommends international trade measures for an additional four 
chemicals 
   The Chemical Review Committee (CRC), a subsidiary body of the international Rotterdam 
Convention, recommended including four additional candidate chemicals 
 
Trade and consumption of cheap junk food are an obstacle for healthy diets 
   "Unfortunately, commodities and industrialized cheap food are much easier for international trade," 
Graziano da Silva said, addressing participants of a technical workshop on food safety and healthy diets 
organized by the Vatican's Pontifical Academy of Sciences. 
12-09-2018 
 
Global hunger continues to rise, new UN report says 
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   New evidence continues to signal that the number of hungry people in the world is growing, reaching 
821 million in 2017 or one in every nine people, according to The State of Food Security and Nutrition 
in the World 2018 released today. 
10-09-2018 
 
 
ILO International Labour Organization  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm 
Press release 
ILO launches 2018 global media competition on labour migration and fair recruitment   
14 September 2018  
   The international competition aims at encouraging quality reporting on labour migration and 
recruitment of migrant workers. 
 
 
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.icao.int/  
12/9/18 
ICAO air cargo event underscores pressing need for modernization, liberalization, and new 
efficiencies 
 
 
IMO International Maritime Organization  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release 
10 September 2018  
WMO Update: 70% chance of El Niño by end of 2018 
Press Release  
    There is a 70% chance of an El Niño developing by the end of this year, according to the latest 
update from the World Meteorological Organization (WMO). Its intensity is currently uncertain, but a 
strong event appears unlikely. 
 
 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html 
13 September 2018  
15th China-ASEAN Business and Investment Summit: China-ASEAN Cross-Border E-
commerce Development Forum 
   NANNING – The United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) is increasing its 
engagement in global e-commerce promotion, most recently through its participation in the 15th China-
ASEAN Business and Investment Summit, which sought to deepen cross-border e-commerce 
development between China and ASEAN countries as well as to facilitate trade facilitation within the 
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). 
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World manufacturing growth expected to remain stable despite signs of deceleration 
   VIENNA, 11 September 2018 - Continuing uncertainties related to trans-Atlantic trade, the so-called 
'Brexit", and economic sanctions have weakened the dynamism of global industrial growth seen in 
2016-2017 but it is expected to remain stable in 2018, according to a report released today by the 
United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO). 
 
 
International Organization for Standardization (ISO)  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/ 
11 September 2018  
How Hilton is going green  
   Energy spend is a hotel’s second-highest operating cost. Hilton has achieved significant energy 
reductions through low-cost, high-impact steps, and a portfolio-wide certification to ISO 50001.  
 
By Ann Brady on 11 September 2018  
Raising the bar on sustainable consumption  
   Companies are in the business of selling products and consumers of those products want the best 
possible value for money, but this puts a strain on already depleted natural resources and supply chain 
transparency. How does ISO 20400 help change the way we produce and consume goods and 
resources...  
 
 
UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://media.unwto.org/news 
11 September 2018 
UNWTO Hails Wine Tourism as an Approach to Sustainable Rural Development 
   Madrid, Spain, 10 September 2018 – UNWTO called for wine tourism to be made part of national 
tourism and rural development policies at the 3rd UNWTO Wine Tourism Conference in Chisinau, 
Republic of Moldova (6-7 September 2018). The two days of discussions engaged experts from 30 
countries and addressed UNWTO’s priority of enhancing tourism’s socioeconomic benefits, looking at 
specific segments like wine tourism. 
 
 
WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CBD  Convention on Biological Diversity [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.cbd.int/press-releases/  
2018-09-11 
Statement by Dr. Cristiana Pac Palmer, Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biological 
Diversity, on the occasion of the 15th Anniversary of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety 
 
:::::: 
 
USAID [to 15 Sep 2018] 
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information 
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https://www.usaid.gov/news-information


   

Selected Press Releases 
USAID Supports Hurricane-Preparedness Efforts In The Caribbean  
September 13, 2018 
   As our disaster experts monitor Tropical Storm Isaac, which reached the Eastern Caribbean 
Thursday, the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) is announcing additional support to 
help the Caribbean prepare for, and respond to, major storms and hurricanes. 
 
USAID Partners With U.S. Universities To Fight Global Hunger  
September 12, 2018 
   Today, the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) Administrator Mark Green 
announced the expansion of research partnerships with U.S. universities to develop and deploy 
solutions to address global agricultural challenges and help end hunger. 
 
 
DFID  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development 
Selected Press Releases 
UK aid to connect UK schools with classrooms around the world  
14 September 2018  DfE, DFID and British Council   Press release 
 
UK warns Asad against “man-made catastrophe” in Idlib as new UK aid package 
announced for north-west Syria  
14 September 2018  DFID and FCO   Press release 
 
 
ECHO  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news 
Selected Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
African Union [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.au.int/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://asean.org/category/news/asean-secretariat-news/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
European Commission [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1 
12/09/2018   
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State of the Union 2018 – Commission proposes last elements needed for compromise on 
migration and border reform    
   European Commission - Press release Strasbourg, 12 September 2018 European Commission 
proposes last elements needed for compromise on migration and border reform. On 12 September 
2018, on the occasion of his State of the Union Address, President Jean-Claude Juncker said: "We 
cannot continue to squabble to find ad-hoc solutions each...  
 
State of the Union 2018: Towards a new 'Africa - Europe Alliance' to deepen economic 
relations and boost investment and jobs    
   European Commission - Press release Brussels, 12 September 2018 The Commission is proposing 
today a new 'Africa – Europe Alliance for Sustainable Investment and Jobs'. On 12 September, on the 
occasion of his State of the Union Address, President Jean-Claude Juncker said: "Africa does not need 
charity, it needs true.. 
 
State of the Union 2018: Questions and Answers - Towards a new 'Africa – Europe Alliance 
for Sustainable Investment and Jobs'  
   European Commission - Fact Sheet Brussels, 12 September 2018 The Commission is proposing today 
a new 'Africa – Europe Alliance for Sustainable Investment and Jobs'. As part of President Juncker's 
State of the Union proposals, the Commission has announced a new 'Africa – Europe Alliance for 
Sustainable Investment and Jobs'...  

 

 

OECD  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.oecd.org/  
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
11-September-2018 
More effort needed to improve equity in education  
Social background remains the main factor impacting participation in education and learning, and on 
economic and social outcomes, according to a new OECD report.  
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
 
Organization of American States (OAS)   [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.oas.org/en/ 
September 12, 2018 
OAS Passes Resolution on Recent Events in Nicaragua 
The Permanent Council of the Organization of American States (OAS) today passed a resolution on the 
"Recent Events in Nicaragua". Member States express their "strong condemnation regarding acts of 
violence, repression and human rights violations and abuses" committed against the people of 
Nicaragua, as documented by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and the Office of the 
United Nations Office of the High Commissioner of Human Rights. 
 
The resolution received 19 votes in favor (Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, The Bahamas, Brazil, 
Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, United States, Guyana, Jamaica, Mexico, Panama, 
Paraguay, Peru, Dominican Republic, Saint Lucia, and Uruguay), 4 votes against (Bolivia, Nicaragua, 
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines and Venezuela), 9 abstentions (Barbados, Belize, El Salvador, 
Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Suriname, and Trinidad and Tobago) . Two 
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countries were absent (Dominica and Grenada). 
 
The document urges the Nicaraguan government to comply with its commitment to facilitate and 
provide necessary assistance to the Special Follow-up Mechanism for Nicaragua (MESENI) and the 
Interdisciplinary Group of Independent Experts (GIEI), by giving them access to and providing them 
with information necessary for the proper implementation of their mandates. 
 
Likewise, it calls for the development of conditions allowing for the re-establishment of "a committed 
dialogue in good faith between the parties", and to support an electoral calendar jointly agreed to in 
the context of the National Dialogue process. 
 
The Chief of Staff of the OAS Secretary General, Gonzalo Koncke, said that the OAS General Secretariat 
"regards the resolution adopted today as very relevant," and recalled that the Secretary General has 
insisted that the solutions for the Central American country "necessarily go through peace, truth, 
justice and democracy." 
 
 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 15 Sep 2018] 
https://www.oic-oci.org/home/?lan=en 
16/09/2018 
Final Communiqué of the Meeting of Permanent Representatives on Supporting Peace, 
Security and Stability in Afghanistan 
   At the request of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the Permanent Representatives of OIC Member 
States held a meeting on Tuesday, September 11, 2018 at the General Secretariat of the Organization 
of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) in Jeddah as a follow-up of the implementation of  OIC Resolutions on 
Afghanistan and of the recommendations of International Ulema Conference for Peace, Security and 
Stability in Afghanistan held in Jeddah and Makkah Al Mukarrammah on 10-11 July 2018, and other 
regional and international initiatives. 
 
12/09/2018 
OIC Urges Washington to Reverse its Decision to Close Down PLO Office 
   The Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) has urged the Government of the United States of 
America to reconsider the decision to close down the PLO office in Washington. The OIC believes that 
the decision does not serve the chances of achieving peace, contradicts the USA’s responsibilities as a 
superpower, and undermines the ongoing efforts for the achievement of the Two-State solution. 
 
10/09/2018 
Indonesia to Host First Meeting of Heads of National Medicine Regulatory Authorities from 
OIC Member States 
   Preparations are well underway for the hosting of the First Meeting of Heads of National Medicine 
Regulatory Authorities (NMRAs) from the OIC Member States to be held in Jakarta, Indonesia on 21-22 
November 2018.   
 
 
Group of 77  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.g77.org/ 
Interventions on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by Mr. Emad Morcos Mattar, Counsellor, 
Permanent Mission of Egypt to the United Nations, on agenda item 8 of the first session of the 
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Intergovernmental Conference on an International Legally Binding Instrument under the 
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea on the Conservation and Sustainable Use 
of Marine Biological Diversity of Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction (New York, 13 September 
2018) 
 
Interventions on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by Mr. Emad Morcos Mattar, Counsellor, 
Permanent Mission of Egypt to the United Nations, on agenda item 7: Marine Genetic Resources, 
including questions on the sharing of benefits, at the first session of the Intergovernmental Conference 
on an International Legally Binding Instrument under the United Nations Convention on 
the Law of the Sea on the Conservation and Sustainable Use of Marine Biological Diversity 
of Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction (New York, 13 September 2018) 
 
Interventions on behalf of the Group of 77 and China, by Mr. Emad Morcos Mattar, Counsellor, 
Permanent Mission of Egypt to the United Nations, on agenda item 7: Measures such as area-based 
management tools, including marine protected areas, at the first session of the Intergovernmental 
Conference on an International Legally binding Instrument under UNCLOS on the 
Conservation and Sustainable Use of Marine Biological Diversity of Areas Beyond National 
Jurisdiction (New York, 7-10 September 2018) 
 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by the Permanent Mission of Egypt to the United 
Nations, at the adoption of the General Assembly resolution on the Implementation of the 
recommendations contained in the report of the Secretary-General on the causes of 
conflict in Africa and the promotion of durable peace and sustainable development in 
Africa (New York, 10 September 2018) 
 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by the Permanent Mission of Egypt to the United 
Nations, at the adoption of the General Assembly resolution on New Partnership for Africa's 
Development: Progress in Implementation and International Support (New York, 10 September 2018) 
 
:::::: 
 
UNCTAD  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives]  
Press Releases 
12 Sep 2018 - Occupied Palestinian Territory Has World’s Highest Unemployment Rate – 
UNCTAD Report 
 
 
World Customs Organization – WCO  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.wcoomd.org/ 
Selected Latest News  
14 September 2018  
Five Revenue Authorities in East Africa Launch a new Program to Raise a Pool of Regional 
Experts on PCA  
 
11 September 2018  
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WCO shares its view on air cargo security and ecommerce at the Air Cargo Development 
Forum  
 
 
WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives] 
11 September 2018 
Azevêdo urges Commonwealth to play full part in strengthening the multilateral system  
   Speaking at a meeting of WTO Commonwealth members held at the WTO on 11 September, 
Director-General Roberto Azevêdo said the support provided by Commonwealth members for the 
multilateral trading system is hugely important. “Bringing together countries of all sizes, from all 
continents, this group has a powerful voice,” he said, “and I am sure that you will continue to be a 
strong and positive voice” in maintaining and strengthening the rules and structures in place today. 
 
::::: 
 
IPU  Inter-Parliamentary Union   [to 15 Sep 2018] 
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases 
13 September 2018 
IPU launches new platform with data on parliaments 
   To celebrate International Day of Democracy on Saturday 15 September, the IPU is launching New 
Parline, a new version of its online open data platform on national parliaments. The platform is 
intended for MPs, academics, civil society, the media, and all those interested in parliaments as the 
core institution of democracy. 
 
 
International Court of Justice  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Criminal Court (ICC)  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
Trying individuals for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/ 
11 September 2018 
Statement by the President of the Assembly, O-Gon Kwon, reaffirming support for the ICC 

 
11 September 2018 
The ICC will continue its independent and impartial work, undeterred  
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
:::::: 
 
World Bank [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week]  
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Launch of the Global Green Bond Partnership 
Launch of the Global Green Bond Partnership Scaling Finance for Subnational and Corporate Climate 
Action through Green Bonds  
Date: September 13, 2018 Type: Press Release  
 
In Five Charts: Understanding the Africa Country Policy and Institutional Assessment 
(CPIA) Report for 2017 
   The Country Policy and Institutional Assessment (CPIA) for Africa is an annual diagnostic tool which 
measures the quality of policies and institutional frameworks, and their ability to support sustainable...  
Date: September 12, 2018 Type: Publication  
 
Global Preparedness Monitoring Board convenes for the first time in Geneva 
   GENEVA (10 September 2018) – The World Health Organization and the World Bank Group today 
convened the first meeting of the Global Preparedness Monitoring Board (GPMB), a new body set up to 
monitor the...  
Date: September 10, 2018 Type: Press Release 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
World Bank Launches First Sustainable Development Notes Linked to New Global 
Sustainability Signatories Index 
   Washington, D.C., September 10, 2018 – The World Bank (International Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development or IBRD), rated Aaa/AAA, will for the first time, issue US dollar-denominated sustainable 
development...  
Date: September 10, 2018 Type: Press Release  
 
 
IMF  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week]  
September 13, 2018 
Managing Debt Vulnerabilities in Low-Income Countries 
Opening Remarks By Christine Lagarde, IMF Managing Director 
Delivered at the Sovereign Debt Conference, Washington, DC 
 
 
African Development Bank Group  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Africa-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
Lesotho’s King Letsie III reaffirms African Leaders for Nutrition Champion role 
   13/09/2018 - His Majesty King Letsie III of the Kingdom of Lesotho made a commitment to mobilize 
and engage with African Heads of State and Finance Ministers to rally behind the African Leaders for 
Nutrition initiative in the upcoming African Union Summit in January 2019. 
 
African Development Bank’s Board approves Policy on Non-Sovereign Operations 
   12/09/2018 - The Board of Directors of the African Development Bank Group has approved the 
Bank’s Policy on Non-sovereign Operations (NSO). The document provides the framework within which 
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the Bank through its private sector lending window may provide financing or investment without 
sovereign guarantees to private and public entities that meet specific eligibility requirements on non-
concessional terms. 
 
African Development Bank releases new tool to assess resilience and fragility in countries 
   12/09/2018 - The African Development Bank has created and refined a new tool to diagnose fragility 
in countries, taking into account their capacities and pressures they may be under. 
 
 
Asian Development Bank  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.adb.org/news/releases 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-
level announcements are added each week] 
12 Sep 2018 
Experts Discuss Bridging Funding Gap for Asia's $8.4 Trillion Transport Needs 
   Meeting Asia and the Pacific’s transport needs will require $8.4 trillion in financing by 2030, said 
ADB President Mr. Takehiko Nakao at the Transport Forum 2018, coorganized by ADB and the ADB 
Institute. 
 
11 Sep 2018 
Lending for Policy Reforms is Critical for Development in Asia and the Pacific: ADB 
Evaluation 
   A new evaluation by the ADB’s Independent Evaluation Department finds policy-based lending is 
helping to meet country financing needs, but it is delivering uneven results on reform outcomes, which 
needs attention. 
 
10 Sep 2018 
ADB Releases 2018 Flagship Statistical Report for Asia and the Pacific 
   Asia and the Pacific accounts for a growing share of global gross domestic product (GDP), while the 
region continues to make progress to reach the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), according to a 
new report by ADB. 
 
 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank   [to 15 Sep 2018] 
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-
level announcements are added each week] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news 
11 Sep 18 
Global hunger continues to rise, new UN report says  

 
 
*                       *                       *                        * 
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:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
   We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new research and 
major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, collaborations, and initiatives 
across the human rights, humanitarian response and development spheres of action.  WE will not 
reference fundraising announcements, programs, events or appeals, and generally not include content 
which is primarily photo-documentation or video in format. 
 
 
Action Contre la Faim – Action Against Hunger  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://amref.org/news/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Aravind Eye Care System  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.aravind.org/default/currentnewscontent 
Event  -  Undated 
October Summit 2018 is the twelth annual series of workshops and consultations held in honour of 
the birth anniversary of our founder, Dr. G. Venkataswamy. These events are held to deliberate the 
real issues relating to effective eye care programmes and services and to find innovative solutions 
through sharing experiences and mutual consultation. 
  
 
BRAC  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.brac.net/#news 
September 12, 2018 
Revolutionising microfinance operations in Bangladesh 
by Tahjib Shamsuddin 
   Clay houses with tin roofs. The occasional moo of cows. Everything gave an impression of a world 
disconnected from modern technology in the village of Juranpur, Bangladesh. 
 
 
CARE International  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases 
12th Sep 2018    
Care Prepares For Strongest Typhoon To Hit The Philippines This Year, Ready To Respond    
   CARE is closely monitoring the track of Mangkhut, and coordinating with its partner Cagayan Valley 
Disaster Response Center & Cordillera Disaster Response and Development Services. 
 
10th Sep 2018     
Aid agency CARE International releases “Eight Years into Exile: Challenges and coping 
strategies of urban Syrian refugees and non-Syrian refugees in Jordan and impact on 
vulnerable host communities” 
   CARE study: Majority of Syrian and Iraqi refugees in Jordan living with less assistance, more debts. 
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Clubhouse International  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
https://www.drc.dk/news 
NEWS 
The humanitarian situation in Yemen deteriorates every hour 
   With current fighting and constant changing front lines, more people are being displaced every day – 
and more than 20 million people in Yemen are in need of aid. The Danish Refugee Council (DRC) is 
assisting newly displaced with among other things food assistance and access to clean water.  
15.09.2018 
 
Conditions at Moria are “shameful” 
   [Greece] 19 NGOs decry conditions at the site, now worse than ever, and call for sustainable 
solutions to both decongest the islands and improve conditions across first receptions centres in North 
Aegean Sea. 
13.09.2018 
 
   
ECPAT  [to 15 Sep 2018]  
http://www.ecpat.net/news 
News & Updates 
ECPAT Opinion: Abused children at risk from cadet ban 
Op-ed by ECPAT Foundation in the Bangkok Post, September 12, 2018 
[Excerpt] 
   … But these improvements may be in jeopardy because early last week, in a reversal of a policy in 
place since 2009, the Royal Police Cadet Academy announced that it planned to stop accepting female 
recruits starting next year. Women may apparently continue to work in support roles or apply to join 
the police as investigators after completing a law degree. But a degree can be an expensive barrier to 
entry for many – and it seems unlikely that this concession will make up the recruiting shortfall or 
encourage diversity. Currently, only about 5% of police investigators are women. 
   This is not just an issue of gender discrimination. We at ECPAT are alarmed at this backwards step. 
Despite their already low numbers, female police officers play a key role in the processing of child 
sexual exploitation cases, including prostitution and trafficking. All police are trained as “generalists”, 
but many female officers end up being disproportionately occupied with gender-based violence, sexual 
assault and family violence cases. This can give them the necessary skills to make sure the victims of 
child sexual exploitation are treated in a respectful manner, and offered support so their rights are 
respected… 
 
 
Fountain House  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press 
No new digest content identified. 
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Humanity & Inclusion  [nee Handicap International]  [to 15 Sep 2018]  
http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Heifer International  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HelpAge International  [to 15 Sep 2018]  
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
ICRC  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports     
West Bank: Israel Must Abide by International Humanitarian Law  
   The ICRC is deeply concerned by Israel’s decision to demolish private houses and other structures in 
Khan al Ahmar village in Area C of the West Bank.  
13-09-2018 | News release  
  
Table of National Committees and other national bodies on international humanitarian law 
   Table with name, address, legal basis, membership and mandate of each Committee 
12-09-2018 | Article  
   
South Sudan: Without peace deal, scorched-earth tactics and civilian suffering will 
continue 
   Geneva (ICRC) – The signing of a peace agreement between South Sudan's warring parties is a 
hopeful sign that a sustainable solution can be found for a conflict that has had tragic consequences 
for millions of civilians.It is important that any polit 
10-09-2018 | News release  
 
 
IFRC   [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/ 
Philippines 
Philippines: Communities, responders on highest alert as typhoon Mangkhut bears down 
on Luzon 
   Manila / Kuala Lumpur, 14 September 2018— Red Cross teams are at the highest level of alert as 
communities in Northern Luzon in the Philippines brace for Typhoon Mangkhut (known locally as 
Ompong), expected to make landfall Saturday morning. Typhoon Ma … 
14 September 2018 
 
Zimbabwe 
Zimbabwe: Harare suburbs rocked by “double punch” of cholera and typhoid 
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   Harare/Nairobi/Geneva, 13 Sept 2018 – More than 1,000 Red Cross volunteers are fanning out 
through the suburbs of Zimbabwe’s capital in a bid to contain a deadly cholera outbreak. The outbreak, 
which started on 5 September, has killed 25 people in the … 
13 September 2018 
 
Philippines 
Philippines: 10 million people lie in path of “destructive” Typhoon Mangkhut 
   Manila/Geneva, 12 September 2018 – Red Cross teams have been placed at the highest level of alert 
as communities in Northern Luzon in the Philippines brace for Typhoon Mangkhut (known locally as 
Ompong). Mangkhut is expected to make landfall on the mor … 
12 September 2018 
 
Americas 
Americas: Humanitarian needs grow with “overwhelming” movement of people 
   Panama/Geneva, 10 September 2018 – The largest movement of people across the Americas in 
recent years is causing growing humanitarian needs across the region, the International Federation of 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) said today. Accor … 
10 September 2018 
 
 
IRC  International Rescue Committee  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 
Selected Press Releases & Statements 
Perspective  
American communities speak out for refugee resettlement 
September 14, 2018  
   New York, NY, September 14, 2018 — This fiscal year, the United States has welcomed the lowest 
number of refugees in the history of the modern program. In the decades since the U.S. refugee 
resettlement program began, communities have warmly welcomed our clients— volunteering their time 
and energy to help newly arrived refugees adjust and integrate into their new lives. Now these 
communities are speaking up to demand that the Administration increase refugee admissions… 
 
 
IRCT  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.irct.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Islamic Relief Worldwide  [to 15 Sep 2018]  
https://www.islamic-relief.org/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Landsea   [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
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Medecins du Monde   [to 15 Sep 2018]  
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 15 Sep 2018]  
http://www.msf.org/ 
Selected Press Releases/Statements 
Hepatitis C  
MSF response to ruling in Gilead sofosbuvir patent hearing at European Patent Office 
   Munich, 13 September 2018 — Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) is gravely disappointed with the 
European Patent Office’s decision today to uphold US pharmaceutical corporation Gilead Sciences’ 
patent related to the key hepatitis C drug sofosbuvir. In a bid to contest Gilead’s unmerited patent on 
this drug in order to make the medicine more affordable in Europe, a legal challenge was filed in March 
2017 by patient and treatment provider organisations from 17 European countries, including Médecins 
Sans Frontières (MSF); Médecins du Monde (MdM); the European Public Health Alliance (EU-wide); 
Salud Por Derecho (Spain); AIDES (France); Praksis (Greece); and Access to Medicines Ireland.. 
. 
Central African Republic  
Restoring body and mind through physiotherapy 
14 Sep 2018  
   
DRC 2018 Ebola outbreaks  
With a new Ebola outbreak, we knew we had to act fast  
13 Sep 2018  
 
Mediterranean migration  
Refugee Libya shipwreck survivors condemned to drown at sea or face arbitrary detention  
10 Sep 2018  
 
 
Mercy Corps [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
Press releases 
United States: Mercy Corps Prepares Emergency Response To Hurricane Florence  
   PORTLAND, Ore.—The global organization Mercy Corps is mobilizing to assist those most affected by 
Hurricane Florence in the hardest-hit areas in North and South Carolina. Mercy Corps anticipates 
providing cash assistance to the most vulnerable communities that were hardest hit, so people can 
purchase what they need most to begin recovering from the storm.  
 
 
West Bank and Gaza: U.S. Humanitarian and Development Organizations Urge Trump 
Administration To Restore Funding for Programs for Vulnerable Palestinians  
   Washington, D.C. — As a group of US-based humanitarian and development NGOs, we are deeply 
concerned by the Trump administration’s decision to stop funding programs that meet the basic needs 
of Palestinians at a time of acute suffering brought on by years of conflict and isolation.  
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Mercy Corps forms European leadership council  
   LONDON, UK. - Thirteen high-level influencers from across a range of sectors including media, 
politics and business, are the founding members of Mercy Corps’ newly established European 
Leadership Council (ELC). The ELC will play a pivotal role in advising organizations, such as Mercy 
Corps, to more effectively communicate about the realities of aid and development.  
 
Afghanistan, Somalia: Young people migrating to Europe to seek safety more than jobs  
   LONDON, UK. The lack of safety and security, not unemployment and poverty, is the main reason 
young people in Afghanistan and Somalia intend to leave their homes and migrate to Europe. This is 
according to a new report released today by global organization Mercy Corps and independent think 
tank, Samuel Hall.  
 
 
Operation Smile  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office 
Program Schedule 
Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve every 
opportunity for safe surgical care.  
 
 
OXFAM [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases 
Selected News/Announcements 
14 September 2018 
Oxfam and local partners ready to respond as “highly threatening” Super Typhoon 
Mangkhut nears 
   The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs estimates that 1.9 million people live in 
the projected path of this destructive storm. 
 
Escalation in fighting around Hudaydah risks cutting off life-saving supplies for millions of 
Yemenis  
13 September 2018 
   Oxfam is warning of catastrophic repercussions for people in Yemen if the Saudi and Emirati led 
coalition, and aligned forces, continue to push for control of the main route linking the port city of 
Hudaydah to Sana’a.  
 
Fear and violence could still undermine efforts to contain Ebola in DR Congo 
11 September 2018 
   New cases of Ebola found in urban areas over the last few days show the outbreak in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo is not yet under control. 
 
 
Norwegian Refugee Council   [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.nrc.no/ 
Selected News/Announcements 
25 years since the Oslo Accords: Israeli Security Depends on Palestinian Rights 
Jan Egeland  |Published 13. Sep 2018  
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   Twenty-five years ago today I sat on the White House lawn to witness the landmark signing of the 
Oslo agreement between Israel and the Palestine Liberation Organization. Diplomats around me 
gasped as Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin shook hands with former foe, Chairman Yasser Arafat. But for 
some of us present, the handshake came as no surprise.  
 
 
Pact  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.pactworld.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
Partners In Health  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.pih.org/blog 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
PATH  [to 15 Sep 2018]  
https://www.path.org/media-center/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Plan International/BORNEfonden  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Save The Children [to 15 Sep 2018] 
https://www.savethechildren.net/news 
Saturday 15 September 2018  
Philippines: Homes flattened and trees uprooted in trail of destruction left by “super” 
Typhoon Mangkhut  
   Houses have been destroyed, power poles bent over and trees uprooted from the ground as early 
reports of the destruction caused by Typhoon Mangkhut emerge. 
   The category 5 “super” typhoon made landfall in the northeastern corner of the Philippines island of 
Luzon early this morning, bringing winds of up to 287km/h. 
    More than 6 million people were in the path of the typhoon.  Mass evacuations took place in dozens 
of at-risk communities, particularly those in low-lying, landslide-prone and coastal areas. 
 
Friday 14 September 2018  
Save the Children Helping Kids and Families in the Carolinas Displaced by Hurricane 
Florence  
Emergency Response Team Delivering Essential Child-Focused Supplies, Setting up Safe Play Spaces 
for Children in Shelters 
  
Friday 14 September 2018  
Uganda Launches new Education Response Plan for Africa’s biggest refugee crisis  
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   The Government of Uganda, Partners in Development, UN agencies and NGOs including Save the 
Children, today launch a new Plan that if funded will provide quality education for hundreds of 
thousands of refugee and host community children in Uganda. 
 
Thursday 13 September 2018  
Philippines: Millions of children at risk as country braces for potential devastation from 
Super Typhoon Mangkhut  
Save the Children deploying emergency response team to affected area  
 
Thursday 13 September 2018  
YEMEN: Military action near Hodeidah City threatens food supplies for millions of children  
   Save the Children is deeply worried for the welfare of 4.2 million children in Yemen on the brink of 
starvation following reports that the Yemeni Army, backed by the Saudi- and Emirati-led Coalition, has 
launched airstrikes outside the port city of Hodeidah, effectively shutting down the main artery linking 
the port city to the rest of the country. 
 
 
SOS-Kinderdorf International  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/about-sos/press/press-releases 
Laos – 11 September 2018  
Providing a safe place for flood-affected children 
   Weeks after the collapse of a dam in south-east Laos, SOS Children’s Villages is helping children 
whose families were displaced by the disaster and heavy monsoon rains. 
 
 
Tostan  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.tostan.org 
Sep 13, 2018  
On the ‘CUSP’ of scale: Tostan proud to participate in the ‘Community for Understanding 
Scale Up’ 
Tostan participates in the Community for Understanding Scale Up (CUSP), a global coalition of NGOs 
known for their impact in social norms change, violence prevention and women’s empowerment. Other 
coalition members include: the Salamander Trust; Puntos de Encuentro; Sonke Gender Justice; Raising 
Voices; the Institute for Reproductive Health at Georgetown University; IMAGE; Oxfam’s ‘We Can‘ 
Campaign; and the Center for Domestic Violence Prevention in Uganda.  
 
CUSP is a working group, sharing experiences with scaling when social norms are involved. Tostan 
volunteer, Diane Gillespie, PhD, is Tostan’s representative. This year the group is writing cases to 
highlight the successes and challenges that can come with scaling. ‘Scaling up’ refers to the process of 
increasing the impact of a program or a piloted programmatic innovation. Scaling processes are 
dependent upon the context, and could involve expansion of the geographical reach, increasing the 
number of programs, adding new components to an existing program or moving into new sectors and 
systems.  
 
We are proud to share CUSP’s recently published policy brief: ‘On the CUSP of Change: Effective 
scaling of social norms programming for gender equality.’ In this policy brief, CUSP provides practical 
insights and advice for program designers, funders, researchers, and policymakers as they take social 
norms programming to scale… 
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Women for Women International  [to 15 Sep 2018]  
http://www.womenforwomen.org/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Vision  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://wvi.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
::::: 
 
Center for Media Ethics and Responsibility/CMFR   [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://cmfr-phil.org/media-ethics-responsibility/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Electronic Frontiers Foundation 
https://www.eff.org/updates?type=press_release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Freedom House [to 15 Sep 2018] 
https://freedomhouse.org/news 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Research 
Statements 
The Systematic Repression of Lawyers in Central Asia and Eastern Europe 
September 12, 2018 
   Freedom House is gravely concerned by an apparent systematic crackdown on the legal profession 
by a number of OSCE participating States. Since 2017, restrictive legislative changes and punitive 
measures targeting individual lawyers were especially egregious in Azerbaijan, Tajikistan, Kazakhstan, 
and Crimea.  
 
 
Transparency International  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases/ 
12 Sep 2018  
Over half of global exports come from countries that fail to punish foreign bribery 
   Transparency International has released the 2018 edition of its Exporting Corruption report, rating 
countries based on their enforcement against foreign bribery under the OECD Anti-Bribery Convention.  
 
::::: 
 
Bond  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
https://www.bond.org.uk/news 
14 September 2018  
Restrictive regulation of charity campaigning debated by Lords  
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   Highlights from the House of Lords' debate on how charity campaigning and democracy are 
restricted by the Lobbying Act.  
 
UK aid spending: government rejects recommendations for accountability 
   Despite the IDC’s recommendations, the UK government has rejected crucial recommendations for 
any government department investing UK aid to be accountable to DFID.  
13 September 2018  
 
Feedback is vital for trust and effective safeguarding 
   Feedback and accountability mechanisms are crucial for establishing trust so that individuals and 
communities feel able to raise concerns.  
Derek Thorne 
12 September 2018  
 
 
ChildFund Alliance  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
https://childfundalliance.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CONCORD  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/ 
Sep 12, 2018  
CONCORD’s reaction to Juncker’s speech “State of the Union” 2018 
   Brussels, 12 September 2018 – Following Juncker’s speech “State of the Union 2018”, CONCORD 
reacts to the new ‘Africa – Europe Alliance for Sustainable Investment and Jobs’.  
 
I warmly welcome President Juncker’s commitment to a new relationship with our neighbours in 
Africa. We need stronger partnerships built on honesty and trust. We, civil society organisations, 
support initiatives that foster investments working for people (decent jobs) and planet (environmentally 
sustainable). The EU should ensure that achieving sustainable development, including tackling 
inequalities and ending poverty are at the core of any future partnerships. 
  
And this is unfortunately not what we have observed: Investments that put commercial opportunities 
for EU companies at the centre rather than people’s needs, and approaches that say you’ll only get aid 
if you stop your people coming to Europe are not worthy of the proud values of our continent or likely 
to endear us to our neighbours. 
Johannes Trimmel 
CONCORD President 
 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre 
 [Action Aid, Age International, British Red Cross, CAFOD, Care International, Christian Aid, Concern 
Worldwide, Islamic Relief, Oxfam, Plan UK, Save the Children, Tearfund and World  
10/09/2018  
DEC welcomes Action Against Hunger as newest member  
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   The Disasters Emergency Committee (DEC) announces that Action Against Hunger UK will today 
become the organisation’s newest member. 
 
 
The Elders  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://theelders.org/news-media 
Press release 13 September 2018  
Decisive action from Russia, Iran and Turkey required to avoid needless deaths in Idlib 
siege, Elders warn 
   Fearing an imminent large-scale offensive, The Elders strongly urge Iran, Russia and Turkey to 
overcome recent differences and work together to prevent heavy civilian casualties in Syria’s Idlib 
region. 
 
 
END Fund   [to 15 Sep 2018] 
https://end.org/media-hub/ 
Selected Press Releases and Major Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Evidence Aid   [to 15 Sep 2018] 
www.evidenceaid.org  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gavi [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.gavi.org/library/news/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Global Fund [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/?topic=&type=NEWS;&country= 
News  
Global Fund Partnership has Saved 27 Million Lives  
12 September 2018  
   PARIS – The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria released a report today 
demonstrating that 27 million lives have been saved by the Global Fund partnership. The report shows 
tremendous progress that has been achieved by efforts to end the epidemics, while highlighting new 
threats. 
   The Results Report 2018 includes key annual results achieved in countries where the Global Fund 
invests: 
:: 17.5 million people received antiretroviral therapy for HIV. 
:: 5 million people tested and treated for TB. 
:: 197 million mosquito nets distributed to prevent malaria. 
   Full Report: English | Français 
 
 
Hilton Prize Coalition [to 15 Sep 2018] 
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http://prizecoalition.charity.org/ 
An Alliance of Hilton Prize Recipients 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ICVA - International Council of Voluntary Agencies   [to 15 Sep 2018] 
https://icvanetwork.org/ 
Latest resources 
ICVA Bulletin August 2018  
September, 2018 
 
 
INEE – an international network for education in emergencies   [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.ineesite.org/en/news 
Relief Web   14 September 2018 
Uganda Launches new Education Response Plan for Africa’s biggest refugee crisis 
   The Government of Uganda, Partners in Development, UN agencies and NGOs, today launch a new 
Plan that if funded will provide quality education for hundreds of thousands of refugee and host 
community children in Uganda. 
 
 
InterAction  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.interaction.org/ 
Sep 14, 2018  
Democracy is Under Threat, But All is Not Lost 
As we observe the International Day of Democracy, we recognize that citizen responsive governments 
provide...  
 
 
Start Network [to 15 Sep 2018] 
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs 
10 Sep 18  
Start Network takes next steps to support localisation through regional and national hubs 
by  Helen James   
News Article  
   The Start Network has received responses from more than 230 organisations in more than 60 
countries, looking to create and join national and regional Start Network hubs. The hubs are being 
created to shift greater power and resources to those closest to humanitarian crises. 
The responses were received following a call for expressions of interest, set up to map interest and 
momentum in forming Start Network hubs at the national and regional level. Start Network will now 
support hubs to grow where the demand is strongest. 
   When up and running, hubs will be connected as part of a global network where funding, learning 
and other capacity are shared. Through this ‘network of networks’, the Start Network hopes to offer an 
infrastructure to support groups of organisations that want to work together on the change most 
needed to the humanitarian system in their country or region… 

 

:::::: 
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3ie  International Initiative for Impact Evaluation [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.3ieimpact.org/en/about/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action 
(ALNAP)     [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.alnap.org/ 
Resource 
8 steps to get you started: Using context tools in urban response 
05 Sep 2018 : 11 pages 
   ‘What’s Missing? Adding Context to the Urban Response Toolbox’ is a new study from ALNAP, part of 
a broader research initiative exploring how humanitarian response can be more effective in complex 
urban areas. This resources sets out 8 simple steps, on how you can begin using context tools in 
humanitarian response, by drawing key findings from the study. 
 
 
CHS Alliance  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://chsalliance.org/news-events/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Development Initiatives   [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://devinit.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
EHLRA/R2HC   [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
The Sphere Project [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.sphereproject.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP)  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
https://phap.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
Center for Global Development    [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center 
September 13, 2018 
Committing to Cost-Effectiveness: USAID's New Effort to Benchmark for Greater Impact 
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   Are USAID programs high impact and good value for money? Do they work? Do they generate more 
results for less cost than if the agency just gave poor people cash? We don’t always know the answers 
to those questions, but USAID is trying to find out. 
Sarah Rose and Amanda Glassman  
 
September 12, 2018 
The Elusive Quest for Additionality - Working Paper 495 
   DFIs are frequently asked to demonstrate their additionality—meaning that they make investments 
that the private sector would not—but what evidence of additionality would look like is rarely 
articulated. This paper examines potential quantitative and qualitative evidence. 
Paddy Carter , Nicolas Van de Sijpe and Raphael Calel  
  
 
ODI   [to 15 Sep 2018] 
https://www.odi.org/media-hub/press-room 
Selected Press Releases & Reports 
Four hundred million people will still be living in extreme poverty by 2030 – new report  
Press release | 14 September 2018 
   New report says more aid needs to be focussed on the poorest countries if the global goal to end 
extreme poverty by 2030 is to be achieved 
 
Financing the end of extreme poverty  
Research reports and studies | September 2018 | Marcus Manuel, Harsh Desai, Emma Samman and 
Martin Evans 
   What needs to be done to deliver the global target to end extreme poverty by 2030? 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
India’s stranded assets: how government interventions are propping up coal power  
Working and discussion papers | September 2018 | Leah Worrall, Shelagh Whitley, Vibhuti Garg, 
Srinivas Krishnaswamy and Christopher Beaton 
    This report describes how India is supporting coal power firms through policy postponements, 
subsidies and public financing. 
 
Learning to make a difference: Christian Aid Ireland’s adaptive programme management in 
governance, gender, peace building and human rights  
Research reports and studies | September 2018 | David Booth, Karol Balfe, Róisín Gallagher, Gráinne 
Kilcullen, Sarah O’Boyle and Alix Tiernan 
   This paper assesses the relevance of adaptive or trial-and-error approaches to the field of 
governance, peace building and human rights. 
 
Darfuri migration from Sudan to Europe: from displacement to despair  
Research reports and studies | September 2018 | Susanne Jaspars and Margie Buchanan-Smith 
   This study documents for the first time the experiences of Darfuris fleeing Sudan for Europe, 
exploring the causes and impacts of migration from Darfur. 
 
 
Urban Institute   [to 15 Sep 2018] 
https://www.urban.org/publications 
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September 14, 2018 
Implementing an Integrated Medication-Assisted Treatment Program at Community 
Health Centers: Lessons from a Pilot Project in California  
In 2015, the California Health Care Foundation (CHCF) launched a pilot project to develop sustainable, 
integrated care models to provide mental health care and substance use disorder treatment with health 
care for patients with opioid use disorder (OUD) in the primary care setting using medication-assisted 
treatment (MAT). Ten community health centers and county-run safety net clinics in California 
implemented initiatives with  
Jane B. Wishner, Lisa Clemans-Cope, Jeremy Marks, Marni Epstein 
September 14, 2018 
Research Report 
  
Changes in Health Insurance Coverage 2013–2016: Medicaid Expansion States Lead the 
Way  
The primary health insurance coverage reforms of the Affordable Care Act (ACA) began to take effect 
on January 1, 2014. Between 2013 and 2016, the most recent year of American Community Survey 
data available, the share of nonelderly Americans aged 0 to 64 without health insurance fell from 17.0 
percent to 10.0 percent, meaning 18.5 million more Americans with health insurance coverage. These 
gains in coverage were broadly  
Laura Skopec, John Holahan, Caroline Elmendorf 
September 11, 2018 
Research Report 
  
NNIP's Resource Guide to Data Governance and Security  
Any organization that collects, analyzes, or disseminates data should establish formal systems to 
manage data responsibly, protect confidentiality, and document data files and procedures. In doing so, 
organizations will build a reputation for integrity and facilitate appropriate interpretation and data 
sharing, factors that contribute to an organization’s long-term sustainability. To help groups improve 
their data policies and  
Leah Hendey, Amanda Gold, Kathryn L.S. Pettit 
September 10, 2018 
Research Report 
  
 
 World Economic Forum    [to 15 Sep 2018] 
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/ 
Selected News Releases 
News   14 Sep 2018  
Report: More than 65 Ways Blockchain Technology Can Fix Global Environmental 
Challenges  
· Blockchain applications could disrupt how the world manages environmental resources, helping to 
drive sustainable growth and value creation  
· This opportunity remains largely untapped by developers, investors and governments as the majority 
of projects are currently focused on areas like fintech and supply chains  
· New global platforms are urgently needed to incubate a responsible blockchain ecosystem rather than 
specific projects 
· Read the full report here 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
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News 13 Sep 2018  
World Economic Forum on ASEAN Closes with Pledges on Digital Growth, Inclusion  
The 27th World Economic Forum on ASEAN came to a close on Thursday, having attracted a record 
number of participants and heads of state to the host city of Ha Noi in Viet Nam  
· Participants discussed how ASEAN could cope with the Fourth Industrial Revolution, creating jobs and 
economic growth through education, entrepreneurship and infrastructure investments 
· Meetings were held and pledges made on Digital ASEAN, Partnerships against Malaria, the Grow Asia 
Forum, and many new initiatives and reports 
 
News 13 Sep 2018 
Asian Leaders Call for Rules-Based Geopolitics, Reject Unilateral, Protectionist Moves  
· ASEAN’s geopolitical dynamic is heavily influenced by unilateral moves and spiralling trade tensions 
between major powers US and China 
· Oscillating geopolitical dynamics are manifesting in power plays in the South China Sea and 
undermine an existing rules-based international order 
· Geopolitical concerns among regional leaders also encompass climate change and inclusive economic 
growth 
 
News 12 Sep 2018  
New Partnerships Launched to Fund Endgame against Malaria in Asia Pacific  
· Elimination of malaria is within reach in Asia Pacific; however, a looming funding gap puts critical anti-
malaria activities at risk 
· Traditional funding to be replaced by blended financing and corporate engagement, where each 
product sold contributes to the Global Fund 
· World Economic Forum supports innovative cross-industry and cross sectoral public-private 
cooperation required to manage infectious disease risks  
 
News 12 Sep 2018  
ASEAN Leaders Hail Transformative Tech Potential of the Fourth Industrial Revolution  
· The global economy is being transformed by new technology and these transformations hold great 
promise for ASEAN, its economic dynamism and largely young population, 11,000 of whom enter the 
workforce each day 
· Increasing automation and the rise of new technologies such as artificial intelligence and self-driving 
cars necessitate a focus on education, reskilling and equitable and sustainable economic development 
· ASEAN’s 10-member regional grouping is home to more than 630 million people, with a collective 
GDP of $2.8 trillion – making it the sixth-largest economy in the world 
 
 

*                      *                       *                        * 
 
 

:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will primarily monitor press/media releases announcing key initiatives and new research from a 
growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, humanitarian 
response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended to be exhaustive, but 
indicative.  
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Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 15 Sep 2018] 
https://www.alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Annie E. Casey Foundation   [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Blue Meridian Partners [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/ 
Blue Meridian Partners is a new capital aggregation collaboration that plans to invest at least $1 billion 
in high-performance nonprofits that are poised to have truly national impact for economically 
disadvantaged children and youth.  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clinton Foundation  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Co Impact   [to 15 Sep 2018] 
www.co-impact.io 
Co-Impact is a global philanthropic collaborative for systems change focused on improving the lives of 
millions of people around the world. 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Ford Foundation  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.fordfoundation.org/?filter=News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 15 Sep 2018] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press 
GHIT was set up in 2012 with the aim of developing new tools to tackle infectious diseases that 
devastate the world’s poorest people. Other funders include six Japanese pharmaceutical  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

Grameen Foundation    [to 15 Sep 2018] 
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http://www.grameenfoundation.org/news-events/press-room 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/ 
Environment September 14, 2018 
Philanthropic community announces $4 billion commitment to combat climate change   
   Pledge marks largest-ever philanthropic investment in climate mitigation San Francisco – Sept. 14, 
2018 – Today 29 philanthropists pledged $4 billion over the next five years to combat climate change—
the largest-ever philanthropic investment focused on climate change mitigation. The 
announcement, made at the Global Climate Action Summit (GCAS) in San Francisco, represents a broad 
global commitment to accelerate proven climate…  
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
Our News 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation's New Headquarters 
September 12, 2018  
   Today marks a new beginning for the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, as we share the news of our new 
office headquarters, located at One Dole Drive in Westlake Village, California. 
   The opportunity to purchase the 168,000 square foot building from Dole Food Company proved to be 
the perfect solution for our growing staff, and is in alignment with our core organizational values of 
stewardship, compassion, acting with integrity and humility, and thinking bi 
   We plan to keep our beautiful building in Agoura Hills, use it for meetings and convenings, and, we 
are working on ways it can benefit other nonprofit organizations… 
 
 
IKEA Foundation    [to 15 Sep 2018] 
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/category/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 15 Sep 2018] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news 
Institute   Sep 12 2018  
HHMI Awards Hanna Gray Fellowships to 15 Early Career Scientists  
   HHMI announces the selection of 15 exceptional early career scientists as 2018 HHMI Hanna Gray 
Fellows to support diversity in science. The 2019 Hanna H. Gray Fellows Program competition is now 
open, with applications due on January 9, 2019. 
 
Institute   Sep 11 2018  
Joan A. Steitz Receives 2018 Lasker~Koshland Special Achievement Award in Medical 
Science  
   Lasker Award honors leadership in RNA biology and in scientific mentorship. 
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Kaiser Family Foundation  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
https://www.kff.org/search/?post_type=press-release 
September 12, 2018   News Release  
The Washington Post/KFF Survey: Nearly a Year After Hurricane Maria, Over 8 in 10 
Residents of Puerto Rico Report That the Storm Affected Their Lives in Major Ways, 
Including Losing Power for Months, Job Losses, Major Housing Damage, Drinking Water 
Shortages and New or Worsening Health Problems 
   Nearly a year after Hurricane Maria swamped their island, eighty-three percent of the residents of 
Puerto Rico say the storm affected their lives in major and lasting ways, from months-long power 
outages to employment losses, damaged or destroyed homes, drinking water shortages and new or 
worsening health problems, finds a… 
 
 
Aga Khan Foundation   [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation 
14 September 2018 
President Rahmon inaugurates first Regional University in Tajikistan  
   Khorog, Tajikistan - In what was a historic milestone, the University of Central Asia’s Khorog campus 
was formally inaugurated today by Tajikistan’s President Emomali Rahmon. The Khorog campus is the 
second campus of the University to become operational since its Naryn campus was inaugurated in 
Kyrgyzstan in 2016. 
   The University of Central Asia (UCA) was founded in 2000 as a private, not for profit, secular 
university through an International Treaty signed by the Presidents of Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan, and 
Kazakhstan, and His Highness the Aga Khan; ratified by the respective parliaments, and registered with 
the United Nations. The Presidents are the patrons of the University, and His Highness is the 
University’s Chancellor… 
 
 
Kellogg Foundation  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media#pp=10&p=1&f1=news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
MacArthur Foundation  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.macfound.org/ 
September 13, 2018  
Foundations Collaborate on Sustainable Land Use  
   Sixteen international foundations are collaborating on climate solutions and committing $459 million 
in funding for sustainable land use. In a statement released before the 2018 Global Climate Action 
Summit, the foundations, including MacArthur, prioritize forest conservation, as well as sustainable 
farming and land use that supports rural livelihoods and upholds the rights of indigenous peoples. The 
foundations hope actions will inspire further investment in sustainable, rights-based land use that 
mitigates the impact of climate change. For our part, MacArthur has committed $45 million in grants 
and impact investments over 10 years to Nia Tero to secure indigenous guardianship of critical 
ecosystems. 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 

https://www.kff.org/search/?post_type=press-release
https://www.kff.org/other/press-release/the-washington-post-kff-survey-nearly-a-year-after-hurricane-maria-over-8-in-10-residents-of-puerto-rico-report-that-the-storm-affected-their-lives-in-major-ways-including-losing-power-for-months/
https://www.kff.org/other/press-release/the-washington-post-kff-survey-nearly-a-year-after-hurricane-maria-over-8-in-10-residents-of-puerto-rico-report-that-the-storm-affected-their-lives-in-major-ways-including-losing-power-for-months/
https://www.kff.org/other/press-release/the-washington-post-kff-survey-nearly-a-year-after-hurricane-maria-over-8-in-10-residents-of-puerto-rico-report-that-the-storm-affected-their-lives-in-major-ways-including-losing-power-for-months/
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http://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation
https://www.akdn.org/press-release/president-rahmon-inaugurates-first-regional-university-tajikistan
http://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media#pp=10&p=1&f1=news
http://www.macfound.org/
https://www.macfound.org/press/grantee-news/foundations-collaborate-sustainable-land-use/
http://www.climateandlandusealliance.org/supporting-forests-rights-and-lands-for-climate/
https://www.niatero.org/


   

 
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation [to 15 Sep 2018] 
https://www.moore.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Open Society Foundation  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/issues/media-information 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.packard.org/news/ 
September 14, 2018  
Philanthropic Community Announces $4 Billion Commitment to Combat Climate Change 
Pledge Marks Largest-ever Philanthropic Investment in Climate Mitigation 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
 
Pew Charitable Trusts  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Opinions 
September 13, 2018 
Pew Awards Six Biomedical Research Teams Funds for Collaborative Projects 
   PHILADELPHIA—The Pew Charitable Trusts announced today the six pairs of researchers who will 
make up its 2018 class of Innovation Fund investigators.  
   The recipients are building research partnerships to address some of the most challenging questions 
in human biology and disease. Their research specialties bridge areas from neuroscience and 
immunology to metabolism and microbiology, and they will bring their unique perspectives and 
expertise to biomedical quests that cannot succeed with a single scientific discipline… 
 
September 13, 2018 
Pew Applauds House Panel for Approving Bill to Restore Our National Parks 
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/about-us/news-media/ 
September 14, 2018  
Nearly 150 letters of inquiry on Opportunity Zones pour into Kresge, Rockefeller 
foundations        
    Foundations will move forward with select partners to support emerging Opportunity Zone funds   
 
September 12, 2018  
The Rockefeller Foundation Names Tariq Khokhar Managing Director and Senior Data 
Scientist   
   Former Senior Data Scientist and Global Data Editor at the World Bank, Khokhar established the 
World Bank’s Data Innovation Fund  
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Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom/news-releases.html 
September 11, 2018 Brief  
Changes in Health Insurance Coverage 2013-2016 
Across all demographic groups, researchers recorded the largest coverage gains for people with 
incomes below 138 percent of the federal poverty level. 
 
September 10, 2018 Blog Post  
New Data Provides a Deeper Understanding of Life Expectancy Gaps 
Donald F. Schwarz  
The first universal measure of health at a neighborhood level reveals life expectancy gaps that may 
previously have gone unnoticed. RWJF's Don Schwarz blogs about pinpointing disparities in how long 
people live and driving action to close gaps. 
 
 
Science Philanthropy Alliance   [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/ 
“…a group of organizations working together to increase philanthropic support for basic scientific 
research on a global basis…” 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SDG Philanthropy Platform 
http://sdgfunders.org/ 
SDG Philanthropy Platform is a collaboration between philanthropy and the greater international 
development community led by Foundation Center, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
and Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, and supported by the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, Ford 
Foundation and the MasterCard Foundation, the Brach Family Foundation, and other key organizations 
such as Asociación de Fundaciones Empresariales (AFE) in Colombia, Brach Family Charitable 
Foundation, CAF America, Council on Foundations, East Africa Association of Grantmakers (EAAG), 
European Foundation Centre, Filantropi Indonesia (FI), GlobalGiving, The Humanitarian Forum, World 
Congress of Muslim Philanthropists, and Worldwide Initiatives for Grantmaker Support (WINGS). 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
https://sloan.org/about/press  
No new digest content identified. 
 
  
Wellcome Trust  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
No new digest content identified. 

:::::: 
 
Foundation Center  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
http://foundationcenter.org/about-us/press-room 
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No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Council on Foundations  [to 15 Sep 2018] 
https://www.cof.org/newsroom 
Wednesday, September 12, 2018 
Hurricane Florence 
Updated information about Hurricane Harvey's impact and resources for foundations  

 
 
*                       *                       *                        * 
 

:: Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in human 
rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be exhaustive. We will 
add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon recommendation from 
readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content but note that successful access 
to some of the articles and other content may require subscription or other access arrangement unique 
to the publisher. Please suggest additional journals you feel warrant coverage. 
 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
September 2018 Volume 46, Issue 9, p961-1082  
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
September 2018 Volume 55, Issue 3, p281-432  
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
September 2018   108(53) 
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
Volume 99, Issue 1, 2018  
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/14761645/99/1 
Perspective Piece 
Malaria Elimination: Time to Target All Species  
Andrew A. Lover, J. Kevin Baird, Roly Gosling and Ric N. Price  
https://doi.org/10.4269/ajtmh.17-0869  
Abstract 
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http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=Ric+N.+Price&option1=author&noRedirect=true
https://doi.org/10.4269/ajtmh.17-0869


   

Important strides have been made within the past decade toward malaria elimination in many regions, 
and with this progress, the feasibility of eradication is once again under discussion. If the ambitious 
goal of eradication is to be achieved by 2040, all species of Plasmodium infecting humans will need to 
be targeted with evidence-based and concerted interventions. In this perspective, the potential barriers 
to achieving global malaria elimination are discussed with respect to the related diversities in host, 
parasite, and vector populations. We argue that control strategies need to be reorientated from a 
sequential attack on each species, dominated by Plasmodium falciparum to one that targets all species 
in parallel. A set of research themes is proposed to mitigate the potential setbacks on the pathway to a 
malaria-free world. 
 
 
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed 15 Sep 2018) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Global Health 
September 2018 - Volume 3 - 5 
https://gh.bmj.com/content/3/5 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 15 Sep 2018) 
Research article 
Sexual and reproductive healthcare for women asylum seekers in Switzerland: a multi-
method evaluation  
Forced migration significantly endangers health. Women face numerous health risks, including sexual 
violence, lack of contraception, sexually transmitted disease, and adverse perinatal outcomes. 
Therefore, sex...  
Authors: Eva Cignacco, Friederike zu Sayn-Wittgenstein, Coline Sénac, Anja Hurni, Doris Wyssmüller, 
Jean Anthony Grand-Guillaume-Perrenoud and Anke Berger 
Citation: BMC Health Services Research 2018 18:712  
Published on: 14 September 2018 
 
 
BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 15 Sep 2018) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Medical Ethics  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 
(Accessed 15 Sep 2018)  
Research article 

http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/
https://gh.bmj.com/content/3/5
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content
https://bmchealthservres.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12913-018-3502-2
https://bmchealthservres.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12913-018-3502-2
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content
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  |   15 September 2018  
What information and the extent of information research participants need in informed 
consent forms: a multi-country survey  
The use of lengthy, detailed, and complex informed consent forms (ICFs) is of paramount concern in 
biomedical research as it may not truly promote the rights and interests of research participants. The 
extent of information in ICFs has been the subject of debates for decades; however, no clear guidance 
is given. Thus, the objective of this study was to determine the perspectives of research participants 
about the type and extent of information they need when they are invited to participate in biomedical 
research. 
Authors: Juntra Karbwang, Nut Koonrungsesomboon, Cristina E. Torres, Edlyn B. Jimenez, Gurpreet 
Kaur, Roli Mathur, Eti N. Sholikhah, Chandanie Wanigatunge, Chih-Shung Wong, Kwanchanok Yimtae, 
Murnilina Abdul Malek, Liyana Ahamad Fouzi, Aisyah Ali, Beng Z. Chan, Madawa Chandratilake, Shoen 
C. Chiew… 
 
 
BMC Medicine 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content 
(Accessed 15 Sep 2018)  
Research article 
  |   13 September 2018  
Trauma and perceived social rejection among Yazidi women and girls who survived 
enslavement and genocide  
In August 2014, the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS), a terrorist organization, attacked the Yazidi’s 
ancestral homeland in northwestern Iraq. Among other atrocities, they abducted thousands of women 
a 
Authors: Hawkar Ibrahim, Verena Ertl, Claudia Catani, Azad Ali Ismail and Frank Neuner 
 
 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content 
(Accessed 15 Sep 2018) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Public Health 
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles 
(Accessed 15 Sep 2018) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Research Notes  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content 
(Accessed 15 Sep 2018) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Open 
September 2018 - Volume 8 - 9 

https://bmcmedethics.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12910-018-0318-x
https://bmcmedethics.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12910-018-0318-x
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content
https://bmcmedicine.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12916-018-1140-5
https://bmcmedicine.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12916-018-1140-5
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http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/current 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Bulletin of the World Health Organization  
Volume 96, Number 9, September 2018, 589-664 
http://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/96/9/en/ 
Special theme: health and the sustainable development goals 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Child Care, Health and Development  
Volume 44, Issue 5  Pages: 659-800  September 2018 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13652214/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Clinical Therapeutics 
August 2018 Volume 40, Issue 8, p1225-1428  
http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/current 
[Reviewed earlier 
 
 
Clinical Trials 
Volume 15 Issue 4, August 2018  
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/ctja/15/3 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Conflict and Health 
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 15 Sep 2018] 
Research 
  |   12 September 2018  
A cross-sectional assessment of diabetes self-management, education and support needs 
of Syrian refugee patients living with diabetes in Bekaa Valley Lebanon  
Patients with diabetes require knowledge and skills to self-manage their disease, a challenging aspect 
of treatment that is difficult to address in humanitarian settings. Due to the lack of literature and 
experience regarding diabetes self-management, education and support (DSMES) in refugee 
populations, Medecins Sans Frontieres (MSF) undertook a DSMES survey in a cohort of diabetes 
patients seen in their primary health care program in Lebanon. 
Authors: James A. Elliott, Debashish Das, Philippe Cavailler, Fabien Schneider, Maya Shah, Annette 
Ravaud, Maria Lightowler and Philippa Boulle 
 
 
Contemporary Clinical Trials 
Volume 72  Pages 1-158 (September 2018) 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/contemporary-clinical-trials/vol/72/suppl/C 

http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/current
http://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/96/9/en/
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13652214/current
http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/current
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/ctja/15/3
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Current Opinion in Infectious Diseases 
October 2018 - Volume 31 - Issue 5  
https://journals.lww.com/co-infectiousdiseases/pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Developing World Bioethics 
Volume 18, Issue 2   Pages: 65-203  June 2018 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14718847/current 

[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Development in Practice  
Volume 28, Issue 7, 2018 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cdip20/current 

[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Development Policy Review 
Volume 36, Issue 5  Pages: i-iv, 525, 527-627  September 2018 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14677679/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disability and Rehabilitation: Assistive Technology 
Volume 13, Issue 6, 2018 
http://informahealthcare.com/toc/idt/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disaster Medicine and Public Health Preparedness  
Volume 12 - Issue 3 - June 2018  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/disaster-medicine-and-public-health-preparedness/latest-
issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disasters 
Volume 42, Issue S2  Pages: S159-S327  October 2018 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14677717/current 
Disasters in Conflict Areas 
Papers 
Disasters in conflict areas: finding the politics 
Ayesha Siddiqi 
Pages: S161-S172 
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First Published: 16 August 2018 
Abstract 
Despite some 50 years of research, relatively little is known about how disasters in conflict areas are 
created and discursively framed, and how information on them is publicly consumed. The emphasis in 
disaster studies has remained on establishing causal linkages, demonstrating the way in which natural 
hazard‐related disasters result in deepening conflict, or ushering in peace. Furthermore, it has been 
accepted that disaster risk reduction is the state's responsibility. The strengths and limitations of these 
approaches are examined prior to a political reimagining of disasters in conflict areas. The absence of 
‘politics’ from the wider debate on disasters in conflict areas is not just a benign oversight, but is in fact 
the politics of disasters in conflict areas. A politics that does not engage with the processes and 
outcomes of pursuing dominant agendas, such as neoliberal orthodoxy and state imperial control, in 
areas and communities vulnerable to natural hazards and political conflict needs to be recognised and 
challenged. 
 
 
EMBO Reports 
01 June 2018; volume 19, issue 6 
http://embor.embopress.org/content/19/6?current-issue=y 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Emergency Medicine Journal 
https://bmcemergmed.biomedcentral.com/articles 
[Accessed 15 Sep 2018] 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Emerging Infectious Diseases 
Volume 24, Number 9—September 2018 
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Epidemics 
Volume 24   Pages 1-104 (September 2018) 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/epidemics/vol/23/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Epidemiology and Infection 
Volume 146 - Issue 13 - October 2018 
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/epidemiology-and-infection/latest-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Ethics & International Affairs 
Summer 2018 (Issue 32.2) 
https://www.ethicsandinternationalaffairs.org/2018/summer-2018-issue-32-2/ 

http://embor.embopress.org/content/19/6?current-issue=y
https://bmcemergmed.biomedcentral.com/articles
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The European Journal of Public Health 
Volume 28, Issue 4, 1 August 2018 
https://academic.oup.com/eurpub/issue/28/4 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 

 
Food Policy  Volume 75 
Volume 79  Pages 1-340 (August 2018) 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/food-policy/vol/78/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Food Security  
Volume 10, Issue 4, August 2018 
https://link.springer.com/journal/12571/10/4/page/1 
Food Security Research in Tanzania (pages 773-938) 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Forced Migration Review (FMR) 
FMR 58  June 2018  
http://www.fmreview.org/economies/contents 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Forum for Development Studies 
Volume 45, Issue 2, 2018  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/sfds20/current  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Genocide Studies International 
Volume 12 Issue 1, Spring 2018  
https://www.utpjournals.press/toc/gsi/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Geoheritage  
Volume 10, Issue 3, September 2018 
https://link.springer.com/journal/12371/10/3/page/1 
Special Issue: Palaeontological Heritage in Spain: from Conservation to Education 
    Among the many topics treated by the authors [in this special issue], some are particularly 
remarkable for describing the heritage values of historical sites, particularly that from Julia Audijé; 
Fernando Barroso-Barcenilla and Manuel Segura, another describes the large pedagogic legacy of Dr. 
Bargalló, and the contribution by Jorge Morales, Beatriz Azanza and others, provides a detailed account 
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of some of the key Neogene vertebrate sites of Iberian Cordillera. The rest of the works presented 
describe aspects of the important Heritage values of the Iberian Peninsula, including by Bernat Morey, 
on the important geological and palaeontological values of the Isle of Mallorca, Martínez Graña et al. 
who analyse the heritage values from the Upper Miocene of the surroundings of Sevilla and Hugo Corbí 
and collaborators who demonstrate the Heritage values of Messinian (i.e. Miocene) units of the 
Mediterranean coast… 
 
 
Global Health Action  
Volume 11, 2018 – Issue 1   
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/zgha20/11/1?nav=tocList 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Health: Science and Practice (GHSP) 
June 2018 | Volume 6 | Number 2  
http://www.ghspjournal.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Public Health  
Volume 13, 2017   Issue 10 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rgph20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Globalization and Health 
http://www.globalizationandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 15 Sep 2018] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Health Affairs  
Vol. 37 , No. 9  September 2018  
https://www.healthaffairs.org/toc/hlthaff/current 
September 2018 | California: Leading The Way? 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health and Human Rights 
Volume 20, Issue 1, June 2018 
http://www.hhrjournal.org/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Economics, Policy and Law  
Volume 13 - Special Issue 3-4 - July 2018  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/health-economics-policy-and-law/latest-issue 

https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/zgha20/11/1?nav=tocList
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Equity 
Volume 2 Issue 1  Jun 2018 
https://www.liebertpub.com/toc/heq/2/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Policy and Planning 
Volume 33, Issue 7, 1 September 2018, 
https://academic.oup.com/heapol/issue/33/7 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Promotion International 
Volume 33, Issue 3, 1 June 2018 
https://academic.oup.com/heapro/issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Research Policy and Systems 
http://www.health-policy-systems.com/content 
[Accessed 15 Sep 2018] 
Review 
  |   10 September 2018  
Introducing responsible innovation in health: a policy-oriented framework  
Authors: Hudson Pacifico Silva, Pascale Lehoux, Fiona Alice Miller and Jean-Louis Denis 
 
 
Human Rights Quarterly 
Volume 40, Number 3, August 2018 
http://muse.jhu.edu/issue/38821 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Humanitarian Exchange Magazine 
Number 72  July 2018 
https://odihpn.org/magazine/mental-health-and-psychosocial-support-in-humanitarian-crises/ 
Mental health and psychosocial support in humanitarian crises  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
IDRiM Journal 
Vol 7, No 2 (2017) 
http://idrimjournal.com/index.php/idrim/issue/view/18 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Infectious Agents and Cancer  
http://www.infectagentscancer.com/content 
[Accessed 15 Sep 2018] 
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earliest previously known abstract and figurative drawings by at least 30,000 years. This drawing 
demonstrates the ability of early Homo sapiens in southern Africa to produce graphic designs on 
various media using different techniques. 
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coastal wetland areas are p ossible, if appropriate coastal management solutions are developed to help 
support wetland resilience. 
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Background: Hurricane Sandy made landfall on the eastern coast of the United States on October 29, 
2012 resulting in 117 deaths and 71.4 billion dollars in damage. Persons with undiagnosed HIV 
infection might experience delays in diagnosis testing, status confirmation, or access to care due to 
service disruption in storm-affected areas. The objective of this study is to describe the impact of 
Hurricane Sandy on HIV testing rates in affected areas and estimate the magnitude and duration of 
disruption in HIV testing associated with storm damage intensity. 
Methods: Using MarketScan data from January 2011‒December 2013, this study examined weekly time 
series of HIV testing rates among privately insured enrollees not previously diagnosed with HIV; 95 
weeks pre- and 58 weeks post-storm. Interrupted time series (ITS) analyses were estimated by storm 
impact rank (using FEMA’s Final Impact Rank mapped to Core Based Statistical Areas) to determine the 
extent that Hurricane Sandy affected weekly rates of HIV testing immediately and the duration of that 
effect after the storm. 
Results: HIV testing rates declined significantly across storm impact rank areas. The mean decline in 
rates detected ranged between -5% (95% CI: -9.3, -1.5) in low impact areas and -24% (95% CI: -
28.5, -18.9) in very high impact areas. We estimated at least 9,736 (95% CI: 7,540, 11,925) testing 
opportunities were missed among privately insured persons following Hurricane Sandy. Testing rates 
returned to baseline in low impact areas by 6 weeks post event (December 9, 2012); by 15 weeks post 
event (February 10, 2013) in moderate impact areas; and by 17 weeks after the event (February 24, 
2013) in high and very high impact areas. 
Conclusions: Hurricane Sandy resulted in a detectable and immediate decline in HIV testing rates 
across storm-affected areas. Greater storm damage was associated with greater magnitude and 
duration of testing disruption. Disruption of basic health services, like HIV testing and treatment, 
following large natural and man-made disasters is a public health concern.  Disruption in testing 
services availability for any length of time is detrimental to the efforts of the current HIV prevention 
model, where status confirmation is essential to control disease spread.  
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Thematic issue: Economics of NCDs 
   The global health burden of noncommunicable diseases (NCDs) is large and growing, as this group of 
diseases already accounts for 70% of total deaths. Global evidence indicates that the high health 
burden of NCDs translates into significant economic and social costs that threaten to diminish the 
quality of life of millions of individuals, impoverish families, jeopardize universal health coverage, and 
increase health disparities within and between countries. Evidence consistently shows that the NCD 
epidemic cannot be tackled through interventions and policies in the health sector alone. In particular, 
prevention measures that address NCD risk factors involve a range of sectors including finance, trade, 
education, agriculture, and transportation. As economics has become the common language among 
decision makers across sectors, it is imperative that health authorities leverage economic information to 
more effectively communicate the urgency of tackling NCDs and related risk factors. 
   This thematic issue of the Pan American Journal of Public Health is part of a continued collaboration 
between the Public Health Agency of Canada (PHAC) and PAHO/WHO to facilitate intragovernmental 
dialogue for a better understanding of NCD issues by making economic evidence available in the 
Americas, and to assist countries in integrating economic approaches into their NCD prevention and 
control policies. 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Risk Analysis     
Volume 38, Issue 8  Pages: 1519-1761  August 2018 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/15396924/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Risk Management and Healthcare Policy 
Volume 11, 2018 
https://www.dovepress.com/risk-management-and-healthcare-policy-archive56 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Science  
14 September 2018   Vol 361, Issue 6407 
http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl 
In Depth 
Steep drop in Zika cases undermines vaccine trial 
By Jon Cohen 
Science14 Sep 2018 : 1055-1056 Restricted Access 
Controversial strategy of intentionally infecting volunteers to test vaccine candidates is now back on 
the agenda. 
Summary 
When Zika raced through the Americas in 2016, it caused widespread alarm because the usually mild 
infection led to brain damage in babies. An intense effort began to develop a Zika vaccine, and in 
March 2017, the U.S. National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases launched a $110 million trial 
of its most promising candidate. The trial, now taking place in nine countries in North and South 
America, has hit a wall: There are too few cases of Zika in the region—largely because vast swaths of 
populations were infected and now are immune—to assess whether the vaccine works. As a result, 
researchers are now planning to vaccinate people and then intentionally infect them with the Zika 
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virus. This human challenge model, used for decades with other diseases, was dismissed as too risky 
by an ethics committee just last year, mainly because infected people can sexually transmit the virus to 
people who are not in the study. But given the drop in transmission, a better understanding about the 
duration of sexual transmission, and decreasing interest from industry in Zika vaccine R&D, the human 
challenge model now looks like the best way to move the field forward. 
 
Classifying drivers of global forest loss 
By Philip G. Curtis, Christy M. Slay, Nancy L. Harris, Alexandra Tyukavina, Matthew C. Hansen 
Science14 Sep 2018 : 1108-1111 Full Access 
A high-resolution global map enables a classification of the main drivers of forest loss. 
Mapping global deforestation patterns 
Forest loss is being driven by various factors, including commodity production, forestry, agriculture, 
wildfire, and urbanization. Curtis et al. used high-resolution Google Earth imagery to map and classify 
global forest loss since 2001. Just over a quarter of global forest loss is due to deforestation through 
permanent land use change for the production of commodities, including beef, soy, palm oil, and wood 
fiber. Despite regional differences and efforts by governments, conservationists, and corporations to 
stem the losses, the overall rate of commodity-driven deforestation has not declined since 2001. 
Science, this issue p. 1108 

Abstract 
Global maps of forest loss depict the scale and magnitude of forest disturbance, yet companies, 
governments, and nongovernmental organizations need to distinguish permanent conversion (i.e., 
deforestation) from temporary loss from forestry or wildfire. Using satellite imagery, we developed a 
forest loss classification model to determine a spatial attribution of forest disturbance to the dominant 
drivers of land cover and land use change over the period 2001 to 2015. Our results indicate that 27% 
of global forest loss can be attributed to deforestation through permanent land use change for 
commodity production. The remaining areas maintained the same land use over 15 years; in those 
areas, loss was attributed to forestry (26%), shifting agriculture (24%), and wildfire (23%). Despite 
corporate commitments, the rate of commodity-driven deforestation has not declined. To end 
deforestation, companies must eliminate 5 million hectares of conversion from supply chains each year. 
 
 
Social Science & Medicine 
Volume 212  Pages 1-226 (September 2018) 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/social-science-and-medicine/vol/212/suppl/C 
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Stability: International Journal of Security & Development  
http://www.stabilityjournal.org/articles 
[Accessed 15 Sep 2018]  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Stanford Social Innovation Review 
Spring 2018  Volume 16, Number 2  
https://ssir.org/issue/spring_2018 
   When the founder and long-time leader of an organization is replaced by someone new, it’s generally 
thought that the founder should make a complete break so that there isn’t any confusion about who is 
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in control. But recent research by The Bridgespan Group suggests that in the nonprofit world that may 
not be the best approach.  
Philanthropy & Funding 
The Civic Science Imperative  
By Elizabeth Good Christopherson, Dietram A. Scheufele & Brooke Smith  
   Philanthropy has a vital role to play in building a culture of “civic science,” in which scientists take 
active roles as citizens and citizens engage with scientific research. 
 
 
Sustainability 
Volume 10, Issue 8 (August 2018)  
http://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/10/8 
Special Issue "Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) in Developing Countries: Current 
Trends and Development" 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Systematic Reviews  
https://systematicreviewsjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles 
[Accessed 15 Sep 2018]  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Torture Journal 
Volume 28 - Issue No. 2 
https://irct.org/publications/torture-journal/141 

[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Trauma, Violence, & Abuse 
Volume 19, Issue 3, July 2018  
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/tvaa/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Travel Medicine and Infectious Diseases 
July-August, 2018   Volume 24  
http://www.travelmedicinejournal.com/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Tropical Medicine & International Health 
Volume 23, Issue 9  Pages: i-iv, 935-1044  September 2018 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13653156/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Vol. LV No. 2 2018   August 2018  
http://unchronicle.un.org/ 
2030 Agenda 
Vol. LV No. 2 2018   August 2018  
   This issue focuses on the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, a plan of action for people, 
planet and prosperity, which commits United Nations Member States to work towards a sustainable 
future for all. The articles, by Senior Officials of the United Nations system, examine the Organization’s 
lead role in advancing the 2030 Agenda, and in promoting peace, social equality and human rights. 
  
 
Vulnerable Children and Youth Studies  
An International Interdisciplinary Journal for Research, Policy and Care  
Volume 13, Issue 3, 2018 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rvch20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
World Heritage Review  
http://whc.unesco.org/en/review/84/ 
n°88 - June 2018 
Special Issue - World Heritage in Bahrain  
This year, for its 42nd session, the World Heritage Committee is hosted by Bahrain in its capital city of 
Manama. Bahrain has long dedicated its support to the World Heritage Convention, and already chaired 
the Committee for its 35th session in 2011, at UNESCO Headquarters. 
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