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:::::: 
::::::  
 
Governance – Rule of Law: Poland 
 
Rule of Law: Commission launches infringement procedure to protect the 
independence of the Polish Supreme Court    
Brussels, 2 July 2018 
Today, the European Commission has launched an infringement procedure by sending a Letter 
of Formal Notice to Poland regarding the Polish law on the Supreme Court. 
 
On 3 July, 27 out of 72 Supreme Court judges face the risk of being forced to retire - more than 
one in every three judges - due to the fact that the new Polish law on the Supreme Court 
lowers the retirement age of Supreme Court judges from 70 to 65. This measure also applies to 
the First President of the Supreme Court, whose 6-year mandate would be prematurely 
terminated. According to the law, current judges are given the possibility to declare their will to 
have their mandate prolonged by the President of the Republic, which can be granted for a 
period of three years and renewed once. There are no criteria established for the President's 
decision and there is no possibility for a judicial review of this decision. 
 
The Commission is of the opinion that these measures undermine the principle of judicial 
independence, including the irremovability of judges, and thereby Poland fails to fulfil its 
obligations under Article 19(1) of the Treaty on European Union read in connection with Article 
47 of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union. 
 
While the Polish Supreme Court law has already been discussed in the Rule of Law dialogue 
between the Commission and the Polish authorities, it has not been satisfactorily addressed 
through this process. The Commission believes that the introduction of a consultation of the 
National Council for the Judiciary (NCJ) does not constitute an effective safeguard, as argued by 
the Polish authorities. The NCJ's opinion is not binding and is based on vague criteria. 
Moreover, following the reform of 8 December 2017, the NCJ is now composed of judges-
members appointed by the Polish Parliament – which is not in line with European standards on 
judicial independence. 
 
Given the lack of progress through the Rule of Law dialogue, and the imminent implementation 
of the new retirement regime for Supreme Court judges, the Commission decided to launch this 
infringement procedure as a matter of urgency. The Polish government will have one month to 
reply to the Commission's Letter of Formal Notice. At the same time, the Commission stands 
ready to continue the ongoing rule of law dialogue with Poland, which remains the 
Commission's preferred channel for resolving the systemic threat to the rule of law in Poland.  
 
Background  
The rule of law is one of the common values upon which the European Union is founded. It is 
enshrined in Article 2 of the Treaty on European Union. The European Commission, together 
with the European Parliament and the Council, is responsible under the Treaties for 
guaranteeing the respect of the rule of law as a fundamental value of our Union and making 
sure that EU law, values and principles are respected. 
 
Events in Poland led the European Commission to open a dialogue with the Polish Government 
in January 2016 under the Rule of Law Framework. The Commission keeps the European 
Parliament and Council regularly and closely informed. 
 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-4341_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-4341_en.htm
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On 29 July 2017* the Commission launched an infringement procedure on the Polish Law on 
Ordinary Courts, also on the grounds of its retirement previsions and their impact on the 
independence of the judiciary. The Commission referred this case to the Court of Justice on 20 
December 2017. 
 
Also on 20 December 2017, the Commission invoked the Article 7(1) procedure for the first 
time, by submitting a Reasoned Proposal for a Decision of the Council on the determination of a 
clear risk of a serious breach of the rule of law by Poland[1]. 
 
At the General Affairs Council hearing on Poland on 26 June, in the context of the Article 7(1) 
procedure, no indication was given by the Polish authorities of forthcoming measures to address 
the Commission's outstanding concerns. The College of Commissioners therefore decided on 27 
June 2018 to empower First Vice-President Frans Timmermans to launch this infringement 
procedure. The Commission stands ready to continue the ongoing rule of law dialogue with 
Poland, which remains the Commission's preferred channel for resolving the systemic threat to 
the rule of law in Poland. 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Governance – INGO Merger 
 
Plan International and BØRNEfonden to merge 
2 July 2018 
Leading Danish development organisation BØRNEfonden has merged with global child rights 
and humanitarian organisation Plan International to deliver greater impact for millions of 
vulnerable children and young people in some of the poorest countries in the world.  
   The merger means that BØRNEfonden’s operations in Benin, Burkina Faso, Mali and Togo will 
be integrated with Plan International’s current programmes in these four countries.  
   “By joining forces, we can do much more to champion child rights, equality between girls and 
boys and the development of strong, resilient communities for the most marginalised children 
and youth in some of the most disadvantaged regions in the world,” said Anne-Birgitte 
Albrectsen, CEO of Plan International.  
Delivering greater impact for children 
   Plan International is one of the world's largest development and humanitarian organisations 
advancing children's rights and equality for girls. The organisation is active in more than 70 
countries and has an annual turnover of more than €850 million.  
   Plan International has worked in West Africa for over 40 years with major programmes in 
education, health, household economic security, water and sanitation, and child rights 
promotion. The organisation has a collective annual budget of over €60 million in Benin, Burkina 
Faso, Mali and Togo with over 450 staff.  
   BØRNEfonden has been working in these four countries for over four decades, focusing on 
children’s health and education, as well as employability, entrepreneurship and empowerment 
of youth. Every year BØRNEfonden benefits three million people, enabling them to build a 
better future. BØRNEfonden’s merger will add over 45,000 sponsored children and 471 staff to 
Plan International’s operations… 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Health – Quality Health Services 
 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-4341_en.htm#_ftn1
https://plan-international.org/press-release/2018-06-28-plan-international-and-bornefonden-merge
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Delivering quality health services: A global imperative for universal health coverage 
WHO - OECD - World Bank 
July 2018 :: 100 pages 
ISBN: 978-92-4-151390-6 
PDF: http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/272465/9789241513906-eng.pdf?ua=1 
Overview 
This document describes the essential role of quality in the delivery of health care services. As 
nations commit to achieving universal health coverage by 2030, there is a growing 
acknowledgement that optimal health care cannot be delivered by simply ensuring coexistence 
of infrastructure, medical supplies and health care providers. Improvement in health care 
delivery requires a deliberate focus on quality of health services, which involves providing 
effective, safe, people-centred care that is timely, equitable, integrated and efficient. Quality of 
care is the degree to which health services for individuals and populations increase the 
likelihood of desired health outcomes and are consistent with current professional knowledge. 
 
News Release 
Low quality healthcare is increasing the burden of illness and health costs globally 
5 July 2018   
Poor quality health services are holding back progress on improving health in countries at all 
income levels, according to a new joint report by the OECD, World Health Organization (WHO) 
and the World Bank. 
 
Today, inaccurate diagnosis, medication errors, inappropriate or unnecessary treatment, 
inadequate or unsafe clinical facilities or practices, or providers who lack adequate training and 
expertise prevail in all countries. 
 
The situation is worst in low and middle-income countries where 10 percent of hospitalized 
patients can expect to acquire an infection during their stay, as compared to seven percent in 
high income countries. This is despite hospital acquired infections being easily avoided through 
better hygiene, improved infection control practices and appropriate use of antimicrobials.. At 
the same time, one in ten patients is harmed during medical treatment in high income 
countries.  
 
These are just some of the highlights from Delivering Quality Health Services – a Global 
Imperative for Universal Health Coverage. The report also highlights that sickness associated 
with poor quality health care imposes additional expenditure on families and health systems… 
 
Other key findings in the report paint a picture of quality issues in healthcare around the world: 
   :: Health care workers in seven low- and middle-income African countries were only able to 
make accurate diagnoses one third to three quarters of the time, and clinical guidelines for 
common conditions were followed less than 45 percent of the time on average. 
   :: Research in eight high-mortality countries in the Caribbean and Africa found that effective, 
quality maternal and child health services are far less prevalent than suggested by just looking 
at access to services. For example, just 28 percent of antenatal care, 26 percent of family 
planning services and 21 percent of sick-child care across these countries qualified as ‘effective.’ 
   :: Around 15 percent of hospital expenditure in high-income countries is due to mistakes in 
care or patients being infected while in hospitals. 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Heritage Stewardship – UN Biodiversity Lab 

http://www.who.int/servicedeliverysafety/quality-report/publication/en/
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/272465/9789241513906-eng.pdf?ua=1
http://www.who.int/news-room/detail/05-07-2018-low-quality-healthcare-is-increasing-the-burden-of-illness-and-health-costs-globally
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UN Biodiversity Lab launched to revolutionize biodiversity planning and reporting 
UNDP, UN Environment, and the CBD Secretariat launch a free, open-source platform to provide 
policy makers with access to world-class data for national action  
Posted on July 5, 2018 
   Montreal, Canada, July 5 – The United Nations Development Program (UNDP), the United 
Nations Environment (UN Environment), and the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological 
Diversity, launched the UN Biodiversity Lab -  an interactive mapping platform designed to solve 
biodiversity conservation and development challenges. With core funding from the Global 
Environment Facility and powered by MapX, the UN Biodiversity Lab brings together spatial data 
from the UN Environment World Conservation Monitoring Centre, the Global Resource    
Information Database (GRID-Geneva), NASA, UN agencies, and premier research institutions. 
 
Currently, many countries lack access to geospatial data due to limitations in data availability 
and technical capacity. The UN Biodiversity Lab provides spatial data through a free, cloud-
based tool to support Parties to the UN Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) in reporting on 
their achievements and to inform their conservation decision making. National policymakers and 
planners will be able to upload and utilize existing national-level data in their analyses… 
 
The importance of enhancing access to big data for sustainable development is highlighted by 
the Nature for Development Declaration on Spatial Data, which was opened for public 
endorsement at the launch event. To date, 20 institutions have endorsed the Declaration. A 
large number of countries, UN Agencies, NGOs, academic institutions, and indigenous peoples 
organizations are expected to endorse… 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Heritage Stewardship – World Heritage 
 
World Heritage Committee has inscribed a total of 19 sites on World Heritage List 
04 July 2018 
   The World Heritage Committee, meeting in Manama since 24 June under the chair of Shaikha 
Haya Bint Rashed al-Khalifa of Bahrain, ended today. The next session çof the World Heritage 
Committee will be in Baku, Azerbaijan. 
   During the session, the Committee inscribed 19 sites on the World Heritage List (13 cultural 
sites, three natural and three mixed sites, i.e. both natural and cultural). It also approved the 
extension of one natural site. The World Heritage List now numbers 1092 sites in 167 countries. 
  
Newly inscribed cultural sites: 
Aasivissuit – Nipisat. Inuit Hunting Ground between Ice and Sea (Denmark) 
Al-Ahsa Oasis, an evolving Cultural Landscape (Saudi Arabia) 
Ancient City of Qalhat (Oman) 
Archaeological Border complex of Hedeby and the Danevirke (Germany) 
Caliphate City of Medina Azahara (Spain) 
Göbekli Tepe (Turkey) 
Hidden Christian Sites in the Nagasaki Region (Japan) 
Ivrea, industrial city of the 20th century (Italy) 
Naumburg Cathedral (Germany) 
Sansa, Buddhist Mountain Monasteries in Korea (Republic of Korea) 
Sassanid Archaeological Landscape of Fars Region (Islamic Republic of Iran) 
Thimlich Ohinga Archaeological Site (Kenya) 

http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/news/2018/un-biodiversity-lab-launched-to-revolutionize-biodiversity-plann.html
http://www.undp.org/
http://www.undp.org/
https://www.unenvironment.org/
https://www.unenvironment.org/
https://www.cbd.int/
https://www.cbd.int/
http://www.unbiodiversitylab.org/
https://www.thegef.org/
https://www.thegef.org/
http://www.mapx.org/
https://www.unep-wcmc.org/
http://www.grid.unep.ch/index.php?lang=en
http://www.grid.unep.ch/index.php?lang=en
https://www.nasa.gov/
http://www.nbsapforum.net/knowledge-base/resource/open-endorsement-nature-development-declaration-spatial-data
http://www.nbsapforum.net/sites/default/files/Data_Declaration_Endorsers.pdf
https://en.unesco.org/news/world-heritage-committee-has-inscribed-total-19-sites-world-heritage-list
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1557
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1563
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1537
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1553
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1560
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1572
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1495
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1538
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1470
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1562
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1568
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1450
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Victorian Gothic and Art Deco Ensembles of Mumbai (India) 
  
Natural sites: 
Barberton Makhonjwa Mountains (South Africa) 
Chaine des Puys - Limagne fault tectonic arena (France) 
Fanjingshan (China) 
  
Mixed sites: 
Chiribiquete National Park – “The Maloca of the Jaguar” (Colombia) 
Pimachiowin Aki (Canada) 
Tehuacán-Cuicatlán Valley: originary habitat of Mesoamerica (Mexico) 
  
Extension: 
Bikin River Valley (Russian Federation) 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Emergencies 
 
POLIO   
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
Polio this week as of 03 July 2018 [GPEI] 
   :: Tens of thousands of Rotarians met last week in Toronto, Canada, for the annual Rotary 
International Convention. Polio eradication was again front and centre at this year’s event. 
Addressing the Convention, WHO Director-General Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus thanked 
Rotarians for their leadership in bringing the world to the brink of being polio-free, and asked 
for a doubling of efforts to cross the finish line once and for all. 
   :: On the convention’s final day, Justin Trudeau, Prime Minister of Canada, was presented 
with Rotary’s Polio Eradication Champion Award in recognition of his leadership and Canada’s 
contributions to polio eradication. 
   :: Read about the vaccination of refugees and internally displaced people in the Lake Chad 
basin. 
 
Summary of new cases this week:  
Afghanistan: An advance notification has been received of one new wild poliovirus type 1 
(WPV1) case in Afghanistan.  
Nigeria: One circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type 2 (cVDPV2) positive environmental 
sample has been reported from Nigeria.  
Pakistan: Three new WPV1 positive environmental samples have been reported from Pakistan.  
Somalia: An advance notification has been received of one new cVDPV2 positive contact in 
Somalia. S 
 
 
Alarming polio outbreak spreads in Congo, threatening global eradication efforts 
Science | 2 July 2018  By Leslie Roberts 
  Overshadowed by the Ebola outbreak in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), another 
frightening virus is on the loose in that vast, chaotic country: polio. Public health experts have 
worked for months to stamp out the virus, but it keeps spreading. It has already paralyzed 29 
children, and on 21 June a case was reported on the border with Uganda, far outside the 
known outbreak zone, heightening fears that the virus will sweep across Africa. The DRC is 
“absolutely” the most worrisome polio outbreak today, says Michel Zaffran, who 

https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1480
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1575
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1434
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1559
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1174
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1415
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1534
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/766
http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
http://polioeradication.org/news-post/rotary-recognizes-canadas-commitment-to-polio/
http://polioeradication.org/news-post/these-places-prove-our-biggest-challenge/
http://polioeradication.org/news-post/these-places-prove-our-biggest-challenge/
https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2018/07/polio-outbreaks-congo-threaten-global-eradication
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heads the Global Polio Eradication Initiative (GPEI) at the World Health Organization 
(WHO) in Geneva, Switzerland. 
   The outbreak also underscores the latest complication on the bumpy road toward polio 
eradication. It is caused not by the wild virus hanging on by a thread in Afghanistan, Pakistan, 
and perhaps Nigeria, but by a rare mutant derived from the weakened live virus in the oral polio 
vaccine (OPV), which has regained its neurovirulence and the ability to spread. As OPV 
campaigns have driven the wild virus to near-extinction, these circulating vaccine-derived 
polioviruses (cVDPVs) have emerged as the greatest threat to polio eradication. If the outbreaks 
are not stopped quickly, polio scientists warn, they could spiral out of control, setting 
eradication efforts back years. 
   “There is an urgency” to stopping these vaccine-derived outbreaks, says epidemiologist 
Nicholas Grassly of Imperial College London. “It is so much more important than controlling the 
wild virus.”… 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
The Syrian Arab Republic  
:: Southern Syrian Arab Republic Health Cluster report pdf, 130kb  Issue 2, 29 June-1 July 2018 
 
Yemen   
:: WHO responds to health needs in Al-Hudaydah amid escalating conflict 28 June 2018 
 
Iraq  - No new announcements identified 
Nigeria  - No new announcements identified 
South Sudan  - No new announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
[Several emergency pages were not available at inquiry] 
Cameroon  - No new announcements identified 
Central African Republic  - No new announcements identified. 
Democratic Republic of the Congo  - No new announcements identified  
Ethiopia  - No new announcements identified. 
Libya - No new announcements identified. 
Myanmar  - No new announcements identified  
Niger  - No new announcements identified. 
Ukraine - No new announcements identified. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – L3 Emergencies 
The UN and its humanitarian partners are currently responding to three 'L3' emergencies. This 
is the global humanitarian system's classification for the response to the most severe, large-
scale humanitarian crises.  
Syrian Arab Republic   
:: Syrian Arab Republic: Dar’a, Quneitra, As-Sweida Situation Report No. 1 as of 4 July 2018 
  …Sustained hostilities in south-west Syria since 17 June and rapid advances by the 
Government of Syria (GoS) army have led to the displacement of an estimated 285,000 – 

http://www.who.int/hac/donorinfo/g3_contributions/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/syr/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/emergencies/syria/syrian-arab-republic-health-cluster-report-1July2018.pdf?ua=1
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/yem/en/index.html
http://www.emro.who.int/yem/yemen-news/who-responds-to-health-needs-in-al-hudaydah-amid-escalating-conflict.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/irq/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/hac/crises/nga/en/
http://www.who.int/hac/crises/ssd/en/
http://www.who.int/hac/donorinfo/g3_contributions/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/cmr/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/caf/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/cod/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/eth/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/lby/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/hac/crises/mmr/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/ner/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/ukr/en/index.html
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/syria
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-arab-republic-dar-quneitra-sweida-situation-report-no-1-4-july
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325,000 individuals as of 4 July. Of those, up to 189,000 IDPs have moved to areas in close 
proximity to the Golan Heights and up to 59,000 individuals were displaced to areas near the 
Al-Nasib border crossing with Jordan… 
 
Yemen   
:: Yemen: Al Hudaydah Update Situation Report No. 7 - Reporting period: 27 June - 4 July 2018 
 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Corporate Emergencies 
When the USG/ERC declares a Corporate Emergency Response, all OCHA offices, branches and 
sections provide their full support to response activities both at HQ and in the field. 
Ethiopia   
:: Ethiopia Humanitarian Bulletin Issue 56 | 18 June - 1 July 2018 
 
Somalia    
:: Humanitarian Bulletin Somalia, 2 June – 5 July 2018 
 
 

*                      *                       *                        * 
 

Agency/Government/IGO Watch 
We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for 
key media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on 
regional or global level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific 
coverage is limited. Please suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
 
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly  
[to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.un.org/en/  
5 July 2018  
SG/SM/19127 
Secretary-General ‘Gravely Concerned’ about Military Offensive in South-West Syria, 
Calls for Immediate End of Hostilities, Safeguarding Civilians 
 
 
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true  
Act now to end violence, Zeid urges Nicaraguan authorities 
 
Press briefing note on Israel / Bedouin, Syrian refugees /Jordan and Egypt detentions 
 
Austria: Efforts to tackle extremism must balance root causes and security measures 
 
China: UN experts worried about Liu Xia’s health  
 
India: UN experts call for urgent progress in investigation of hundreds of “fake encounter” 
killings 
 
Syria: Zeid warns of Daraa catastrophe amid fighting 
 
Press briefing note on Syria and Sudan 

https://www.unocha.org/yemen
https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/yemen-al-hudaydah-update-situation-report-no-7-reporting-period-27-june-4-july-2018
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/ethiopia
https://reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/ethiopia-humanitarian-bulletin-issue-56-18-june-1-july-2018
https://www.unocha.org/somalia
https://reliefweb.int/report/somalia/humanitarian-bulletin-somalia-2-june-5-july-2018
http://www.un.org/en/unpress/
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sgsm19127.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sgsm19127.doc.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23335&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23315&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23341&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23322&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23323&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23323&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23292&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23294&LangID=E


   

: 

 
Occupied Palestinian Territory: Bleakest picture yet, says UN expert after regional visit 
 
 
Committee on the Rights of the Child [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the sale and sexual exploitation of children 
 [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and 
Armed Conflict [to 7 Jul 2018] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest 
attainable standard of physical and mental health  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in 
Conflict [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN OCHA [to 7 Jul 2018] 
https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases 
Selected Press Releases 
05 July 2018 
UN officials call for an end to West Bank demolitions and respect for international 
law 
 
  
Centre for Humanitarian Data/HDX  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
https://centre.humdata.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNICEF  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/ 
Selected Press Releases/Reports 
No new digest content identified…most recent press release dated 15 May 2018] 
 
 

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23298&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/
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UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html 
Press releases and news comments 
Statement by UN High Commissioner for Refugees Filippo Grandi on conclusion of 
formal consultations on the global compact on refugees 6 Jul 2018 
 
Statement by the UN High Commissioner for Refugees Filippo Grandi on the 
situation in South West Syria 5 Jul 2018 
 
Ben Stiller appointed Goodwill Ambassador for UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency 2 Jul 
2018 
 
Briefing Notes 
As Mediterranean Sea arrivals decline and death rates rise, UNHCR calls for 
strengthening of search and rescue 6 Jul 2018 
 
Joint Bangladesh/UNHCR verification of Rohingya refugees gets underway 6 Jul 2018 
 
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
Selected Announcements 
DG Swing Asks Libya Not to Send Rescued Migrants Back to Detention  
2018-07-06 15:40 
   Tripoli — William Lacy Swing, head of IOM, the UN Migration Agency, appealed to the Libyan 
authorities to stop detaining migrants after they have been intercepted by the Coast Guard after 
seeking to cross the Mediterranean. 
 
Mediterranean Migrant Arrivals Reach 46,449 in 2018; Deaths Reach 1,412  
2018-07-06 15:35 
   Geneva – IOM, the UN Migration Agency, reports that 46,449 migrants and refugees entered 
Europe by sea through the first half of 2018. That total compares to 101,213 at this time last 
year, and over 231,503 at this time in 2016. 
 
UN Migration Agency, EU, Greece Help 2,800 Migrant and Refugee Children Go Back 
to School in 2018  
2018-07-06 15:25 
   Athens – IOM, the UN Migration Agency, announced today that almost 2,800 children living in 
Greece in open-accommodation centres for migrants and refugees attended school in 2018, 
marking the second year when European Union (EU)-funded transportation services enabled 
these... 
 
Two Years After Crisis Erupts, Over 31,500 People Remain Displaced in Wau, South 
Sudan  
2018-07-06 15:05 
   Juba – Since conflict broke out in Wau, South Sudan, in June 2016, more than 31,500 people 
remain displaced from their homes. 
 
Migration Governance Assessment Calls for Better Coordination to Protect Nepali 
Migrants’ Rights  
2018-07-06 15:00 

http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2018/7/5b3f6b934/statement-un-high-commissioner-refugees-filippo-grandi-conclusion-formal.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2018/7/5b3f6b934/statement-un-high-commissioner-refugees-filippo-grandi-conclusion-formal.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2018/7/5b3de04e4/statement-un-high-commissioner-refugees-filippo-grandi-situation-south.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2018/7/5b3de04e4/statement-un-high-commissioner-refugees-filippo-grandi-situation-south.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2018/7/5b39ed354/ben-stiller-appointed-goodwill-ambassador-unhcr-un-refugee-agency.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2018/7/5b3f270a4/mediterranean-sea-arrivals-decline-death-rates-rise-unhcr-calls-strengthening.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2018/7/5b3f270a4/mediterranean-sea-arrivals-decline-death-rates-rise-unhcr-calls-strengthening.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2018/7/5b3f2794ae/joint-bangladeshunhcr-verification-rohingya-refugees-gets-underway.html
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases
http://www.iom.int/news/dg-swing-asks-libya-not-send-rescued-migrants-back-detention
http://www.iom.int/news/mediterranean-migrant-arrivals-reach-46449-2018-deaths-reach-1412
http://www.iom.int/news/un-migration-agency-eu-greece-help-2800-migrant-and-refugee-children-go-back-school-2018
http://www.iom.int/news/un-migration-agency-eu-greece-help-2800-migrant-and-refugee-children-go-back-school-2018
http://www.iom.int/news/two-years-after-crisis-erupts-over-31500-people-remain-displaced-wau-south-sudan
http://www.iom.int/news/two-years-after-crisis-erupts-over-31500-people-remain-displaced-wau-south-sudan
http://www.iom.int/news/migration-governance-assessment-calls-better-coordination-protect-nepali-migrants-rights
http://www.iom.int/news/migration-governance-assessment-calls-better-coordination-protect-nepali-migrants-rights
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   Kathmandu - A formal inter-ministerial coordination mechanism is needed to address overall 
migration governance issues in Nepal – stakeholders working in the area of migration agreed at 
a meeting held this week (4/7) in Kathmandu. 
 
UN Secretary General’s Visit Highlights Funding Needs of Rohingya Refugee Camps 
in Bangladesh  
2018-07-03 14:28 
   Cox’s Bazar - UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres and World Bank President Jim Yong Kim 
yesterday (02/07) called on the world to support Bangladesh’s Rohingya refugee camps, where 
IOM, the UN Migration Agency, and UN partner agencies urgently need new funding to sustain 
aid... 
 
IOM Enters New Collaboration to Promote Use of Technology to Combat Human 
Trafficking 
2018-07-03 14:02 
   Geneva – IOM recently joined a coalition of global technology companies, civil society 
organizations, and UN agencies to launch “Tech Against Trafficking”, a collaborative to support 
the eradication of human trafficking. 
 
 
UNAIDS [to 7 Jul 2018]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 7 Jul 2018] 
Low quality healthcare is increasing the burden of illness and health costs globally 
5 July 2018  News Release 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO     
Selected Featured News 
:: Targeted vaccine campaign underway to interrupt measles outbreak in remote northern 
Sierra Leone  07 July 2018  
:: Ghana advances towards developing a National Action Plan for Health Security  06 July 2018  
:: An inclusive response: reaching Batwa communities to combat Ebola  06 July 2018  
WHO redoubles efforts to ‘leave no one behind’ in treatment of Neglected Tropical Diseases  
04 July 2018  
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
- No new announcements identified. 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
- No new announcements identified. 
 
WHO European Region EURO  
- No new announcements identified. 
 

http://www.iom.int/news/un-secretary-generals-visit-highlights-funding-needs-rohingya-refugee-camps-bangladesh
http://www.iom.int/news/un-secretary-generals-visit-highlights-funding-needs-rohingya-refugee-camps-bangladesh
http://www.iom.int/news/iom-enters-new-collaboration-promote-use-technology-combat-human-trafficking
http://www.iom.int/news/iom-enters-new-collaboration-promote-use-technology-combat-human-trafficking
http://www.unaids.org/en
http://www.who.int/news-room/detail/05-07-2018-low-quality-healthcare-is-increasing-the-burden-of-illness-and-health-costs-globally
http://www.afro.who.int/
https://www.afro.who.int/news/targeted-vaccine-campaign-underway-interrupt-measles-outbreak-remote-northern-sierra-leone
https://www.afro.who.int/news/targeted-vaccine-campaign-underway-interrupt-measles-outbreak-remote-northern-sierra-leone
https://www.afro.who.int/news/ghana-advances-towards-developing-national-action-plan-health-security
https://www.afro.who.int/news/inclusive-response-reaching-batwa-communities-combat-ebola
https://www.afro.who.int/news/who-redoubles-efforts-leave-no-one-behind-treatment-neglected-tropical-diseases
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=466&Itemid=40108&lang=en
http://www.searo.who.int/
http://www.euro.who.int/
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WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
- No new announcements identified. 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
- No new announcements identified. 
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2018/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
Selected Press Releases/Announcements 
UN Biodiversity Lab launched to revolutionize biodiversity planning and reporting 
UNDP, UN Environment, and the CBD Secretariat launch a free, open-source platform to provide 
policy makers with access to world-class data for national action  
Posted on July 5, 2018 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
 
UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 

UN Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN)  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://unsdsn.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 

UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
https://www.unenvironment.org/  
05 Jul 2018  Press release  Sustainable Development Goals 
Pope Francis, environmental leaders forge vision for global action 
   Vatican City, 5 July 2018 –Environmental leaders, activists and advocates gathered here 
today with Pope Francis to kick off a two-day Vatican-organized conference with a sense of 
urgency and unity… 
 

http://www.emro.who.int/
http://www.wpro.who.int/
http://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2018/
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/news/2018/un-biodiversity-lab-launched-to-revolutionize-biodiversity-plann.html
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/
http://unsdsn.org/news/
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/
https://www.unenvironment.org/
https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/press-release/pope-francis-environmental-leaders-forge-vision-global-action
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UNISDR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.unisdr.org/archive 
6 Jul 2018 
Ulaanbaatar Declaration calls for greater accountability on disaster losses in Asia 
   The Asian Ministerial Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction closed today with the adoption of 
the Ulaanbataar Declaration, agreement on a two year plan of action and the news that 
Australia will host the next Conference in 2020. 
 
 
UN DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news.html 
6 July 2018, New York  
High-level Political Forum gathers thousands to assess global efforts to realize 
Sustainable Development Goals 
   Are we on track to realize the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by 2030? Where are we 
making progress, and where do we need to step up efforts? On 9-18 July 2018, the world will 
come together at the High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development (HLPF) to evaluate 
where we stand in this joint quest for a prosperous, equal and healthy future for people and 
planet. 47 countries stand ready to share their efforts, lessons learned and experiences to meet 
the globally agreed goals. 
   For the third consecutive year, UN Member States, business leaders, mayors, the scientific 
community, foundations, UN agencies and civil society organizations will assess efforts to make 
the global goals a reality for people and communities on the ground. More than 2000 
representatives are expected to attend the meeting this year, taking place under the theme 
“Transformation towards sustainable and resilient societies”. 
   To help guide the debate, new data showing our performance on the 17 SDGs, have just 
been released and presented in the Sustainable Development Goals Report 2018 (SDGs Report 
2018). While the report shows that more people are living better; it paints a picture of 
mounting challenges for countries to overcome to realize the goals. Climate change, conflicts, 
inequality, poverty, rapid urbanization, rising trade tensions, elevated debt levels and a rise in 
hunger are among those hurdles. 
 
3 July 2018, New York  
 
India contributes US$100,000 for fund to ensure developing countries’ role in 
international cooperation on critical tax matters 
   India delivered a voluntary contribution of US $100,000 to promote the participation of 
developing countries in the work of a key UN committee on tax matters that looks at key issues 
that could mobilize resources for sustainable development. 
 
 
UNESCO  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://en.unesco.org/news 
06 July 2018 
FAO and UNESCO redouble efforts to achieve Sustainable Development Goals 
 
04 July 2018 
World Heritage Committee has inscribed a total of 19 sites on World Heritage List 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
02 July 2018 

http://www.unisdr.org/archive
https://www.unisdr.org/archive/59164
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/sustainable/hlpf-2018.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/sustainable/hlpf-2018.html
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2018
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/financing/india-contributes-to-un-tax-trust-fund.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/financing/india-contributes-to-un-tax-trust-fund.html
http://en.unesco.org/news
https://en.unesco.org/news/fao-and-unesco-redouble-efforts-achieve-sustainable-development-goals
https://en.unesco.org/news/world-heritage-committee-has-inscribed-total-19-sites-world-heritage-list
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UNESCO hosts first-ever consultation in Africa on implementing the 2015 
Recommendation on safeguarding documentary heritage 
 
 
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://unhabitat.org/media-centre/news/ 
Posted July 6, 2018 
Sustainable Development Goal 11 Synthesis Report 
   The new Sustainable Development Goal 11 synthesis report by UN-Habitat and partners looks 
at progress and challenges involved in reaching this important goal to make all cities inclusive, 
safe, resilient and sustainable. 
 
 
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/ 
6-07-2018 
Forests and trees are key for a sustainable future 
   Halting deforestation, managing forests sustainably, restoring degraded forests and adding to 
worldwide tree cover all require actions to avoid potentially damaging consequences for the 
planet and its people, according to The State of the World’s Forests 2018. 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
FAO Food Price Index declines in June for the first time in 2018 
   The FAO Food Price Index averaged 173.7 points in June, down 1.3 percent from its level in 
May. The decline was driven primarily by lower quotations for wheat, maize and vegetable oils 
including those made from soybeans. 
5-07-2018 
 
FAO chief highlights peace as a powerful force for ending hunger 
   The FAO Director-General José Graziano da Silva has highlighted the vital role agriculture 
plays in preventing conflict and promoting sustainable peace, during a keynote speech at a 
forum on agriculture, defence, diplomacy and development (L’Agriculture en 3D: Défense, 
Diplomatie, Développement) in Paris. 
5-07-2018 
 
Two new sites added to global agricultural heritage list 
   Traditional ginseng farming in the Republic of Korea and olive tree groves in Italy’s Umbria 
region have been recognized on the register of Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems 
(GIAHS), managed by the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO). 
5-07-2018 
 
FAO and UNESCO redouble efforts to achieve Sustainable Development Goals 
   The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and the UN Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) have renewed their partnership to boost efforts 
to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals, including the goal of Zero Hunger. 
4-07-2018 
 

https://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-hosts-first-ever-consultation-africa-implementing-2015-recommendation-safeguarding
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OECD-FAO: Predictable agricultural trade conditions needed to address food security 
challenges 
   OECD-FAO Agricultural Outlook 2018-2027 sees weakening growth in global demand for 
agricultural commodities and food, while anticipating continuing productivity improvements in 
the sector. 
3-07-2018 
 
European Union supports conflict-affected Iraqi families 
   Vulnerable farming families in post-conflict areas in Iraq’s Ninewa plains, west of Mosul, will 
be able to better withstand shocks thanks to a European Union-funded FAO project that aims to 
increase household income while restoring local infrastructure. 
2-07-2018 
 
 
ILO International Labour Organization  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm 
International Day of Cooperatives 
A future of work based on sustainable production and employment   
06 July 2018  
   The head of the ILO’s Cooperative Unit, Simel Esim, explains how cooperatives are 
contributing to sustainable consumption and production. 
 
Vision Zero Fund 
Myanmar ginger farmers trained on safer and healthier practices   
06 July 2018  
   A group of 35 ginger famers and government officials from Myanmar’s Shan State received a 
week-long training to help reduce the health risks associated with their workplace and improve 
their agricultural practices. 
 
 
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.icao.int/  
5/7/18 
ICAO announces new ‘ACT CORSIA’ capacity-building initiative 
 
 
IMO International Maritime Organization  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx 
06/07/2018  
International Maritime Prize for 2017 to go to Mrs. Birgit Sølling Olsen 
   Mrs. Birgit Sølling Olsen, former Deputy Director-General of the Danish Maritime Authority, to 
receive prestigious IMO Prize.    
 
 
WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release 
Publish Date: 3 July 2018  
WMO Council approves new strategic plan 
   A new Strategic Plan to guide the future direction of the World Meteorological Organization 
has been approved by its Executive Council, aiming at a more integrated Earth system approach 
to meet the inter-connected challenges of the 21st century.  
 

http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/1143705/icode/
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/1143705/icode/
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/1143540/icode/
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UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Organization for Standardization (ISO)  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/ 
By Clare Naden on 6 July 2018  
Stronger cities for the future: a new set of International Standards just out  
   The populations of most world cities are growing fast, and with it come challenges and 
opportunities for keeping citizens safe and well. New International Standards for measuring and 
improving the performance of cities have just been published to help cities keep on top of the 
game… 
   ISO 37120 (Indicators for city services and quality of life in communities) was the first set of 
internationally standardized city indicators that provide a uniform approach to what is measured 
and how, when it was first published in 2014. For the first time, cities were able to 
communicate amongst themselves using globally standardized, comparable data, allowing them 
to get insights into other cities and learn from each other like never before. 
 
By Clare Naden on 3 July 2018  
Auditing standard for management system standards now updated  
   Management systems help organizations achieve their objectives, and auditing them makes 
good business sense. The International Standard for auditing management systems has just 
been updated, giving more guidance than ever before.   
   ISO 19011, Guidelines for auditing management systems, however, offers a uniform, 
harmonized approach, enabling effective auditing across multiple systems at the same time. 
 
 
UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://media.unwto.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CBD  Convention on Biological Diversity [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.cbd.int/press-releases/  
2 July 2018  
UN Biodiversity Convention’s science and implementation bodies meet to lay 
groundwork for post-2020 global biodiversity framework negotiations–  
   Over the next two weeks, the Convention on Biological Diversity’s (CBD) bodies on science 
and implementation will meet to provide further guidance on accelerated efforts to achieve the 
Aichi Biodiversity Targets by the end of the year 2020, and to lay the groundwork for 
negotiations to achieve an ambitious and effective post-2020 global biodiversity framework. 
 
:::::: 
 
USAID [to 7 Jul 2018] 

http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html
https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/
https://www.iso.org/news/ref2305.html
https://www.iso.org/obp/ui#iso:std:iso:37120:ed-2:v1:en
https://www.iso.org/news/ref2304.html
https://www.iso.org/obp/ui/#iso:std:iso:19011:ed-3:v1:en
http://media.unwto.org/news
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/
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https://www.cbd.int/doc/press/2018/pr-2018-07-02-SBSTTA-SBI-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/press/2018/pr-2018-07-02-SBSTTA-SBI-en.pdf
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https://www.usaid.gov/news-information 
Selected Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
  
DFID  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development 
Selected Press Releases 
UK publishes latest results in tackling global climate change  
6 July 2018  Defra, DFID and BEIS   Press release 
 
New hurricane preparedness plans for British Overseas Territories in Caribbean  
4 July 2018  DFID, FCO and MOD  Press release 
 
UK steps up fight against Ebola following outbreak in Democratic Republic of Congo  
3 July 2018  DFID  Press release 
 
Zac Goldsmith announced as Illegal Wildlife Trade Conference champion  
3 July 2018  Defra, DFID and FCO   Press release 
 
Government launches new plans to stamp out the illegal wildlife trade ahead of 
landmark UK conference  
2 July 2018  Defra, DFID and FCO   Press release 
 
 
ECHO  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news 
Selected Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
African Union [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.au.int/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
July 07, 2018  
African leaders launch new, continent-wide campaign for a malaria-free Africa Zero 
Malaria Starts with Me campaign empowers Africans to take a stand in the fight 
against the deadly disease  
 
July 04, 2018 to July 05, 2018  
Second Meeting of the Advisory & Technical Council Of the Africa Centres for 
Disease Control and Prevention (Africa CDC)  
 
 
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.asean.org/news 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives] 
ASEAN affirms commitment to disaster risk reduction, prevention 
   ULAANBAATAR, 4 July 2018 – ASEAN’s Deputy Secretary-General for Socio-Cultural 
Community, H.E. Vongthep Arthakaivalvatee , reaffirmed ASEAN strong commitment to reduce 
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https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20180707/african-leaders-launch-new-continent-wide-campaign-malaria-free-africa-zero
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20180707/african-leaders-launch-new-continent-wide-campaign-malaria-free-africa-zero
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20180704/second-meeting-advisory-technical-council-africa-centres-disease-control-and
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20180704/second-meeting-advisory-technical-council-africa-centres-disease-control-and
http://www.asean.org/news
http://asean.org/asean-affirms-commitment-disaster-risk-reduction-prevention/
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and prevent disaster risks, through various engagements at the 2018 Asian Ministerial 
Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction (AMCDRR) held on 3 – 6 July 2018 in Ulaanbaatar, 
Mongolia. In his official statement, the Deputy [...] 
 
International biodiversity leaders discuss scaling up conservation efforts 
   MONTREAL, 2 July 2018 – Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) parties—including ASEAN 
Member States—discussed importance efforts in implementing biodiversity conservation 
commitments at the national level at an ongoing meeting in Montreal. The CBD held the 22nd 
meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice (SBSTTA 22) 
from 2 to 7 July 2018 to prepare recommendations [...] 
 
ASEAN joins movement to beat plastic pollution 
   JAKARTA, 2 July 2018 – ASEAN – led by the ASEAN Centre for Biodiversity (ACB) – observed 
the World Environment Day  on 5 June 2018, and joined the movement to reduce plastic wastes 
for environment in the region. When interviewed, the ACB Executive Director Dr. Theresa 
Mundita S. Lim, cited “The home of ACB, Los [...] 
 
 
European Commission [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1 
EU Trust Fund for Africa: additional €90.5 million to strengthen border management 
and protection of migrants in North Africa    
   European Commission - Press release Brussels, 6 July 2018 The European Commission today 
has approved 3 new migration-related programmes in Northern Africa totalling more than €90 
million. This follows last week's European Council's conclusions in which Leaders committed to 
stepping up support along the Central Mediterranean route.  
 
Migration: Commission steps up emergency assistance to Spain and Greece    
   European Commission - Press release Brussels, 2 July 2018 The European Commission has 
awarded an additional €45.6 million in emergency assistance to support Spain and Greece 
respond to the migratory challenges they face. In view of increased arrivals, Spain will receive 
€25.6 million to improve the reception capacity for arrivals...  
 
Rule of Law: Commission launches infringement procedure to protect the 
independence of the Polish Supreme Court    
   European Commission - Press release Brussels, 2 July 2018 Today, the European Commission 
has launched an infringement procedure by sending a Letter of Formal Notice to Poland 
regarding the Polish law on the Supreme Court.  
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 

 
OECD  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.oecd.org/  
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
5-July-2018 
Low quality healthcare is increasing the burden of illness and health costs globally  
  Poor quality health services are holding back progress on improving health in countries at all 
income levels, according to a new joint report by the OECD, World Health Organization (WHO) 
and the World Bank.  
 
4-July-2018 

http://asean.org/international-biodiversity-leaders-discuss-scaling-conservation-efforts/
http://asean.org/asean-joins-movement-beat-plastic-pollution/
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-4366_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-4366_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-4342_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-4341_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-4341_en.htm
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/publicationsdocuments/bydate/
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/low-quality-healthcare-is-increasing-the-burden-of-illness-and-health-costs-globally.htm


   

: 

Rising employment overshadowed by unprecedented wage stagnation  
   Economic growth is picking up and unemployment has reached record lows in some OECD 
countries but wages continue to stagnate. Unless countries can break this cycle, public belief in 
the recovery will be undermined and labour market inequality will widen, according to a new 
OECD report.  
 
 
Organization of American States (OAS)   [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.oas.org/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 7 Jul 2018] 
https://www.oic-oci.org/home/?lan=en 
05/07/2018 
OIC Regrets Australia Withdrawing Aid to Palestine 
   The Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) expressed regret over Australian government’s 
decision to halt direct financial aid to the government of the State of Palestine, faulting it as 
contrary to the principles of the UN charter and international law and a denial of the Palestinian 
people’s right to cessation of the Israeli occupation of their territories and to their full 
enjoyment of freedom and independence. 
 
 
Group of 77  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.g77.org/ 
Remarks on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by the Permanent Mission of Egypt to the 
United Nations, at the informal meeting on the intergovernmental consultation aimed at 
enhancing synergies and coherence and reducing overlap in the agendas of the General 
Assembly, the Economic and Social Council and their subsidiary bodies, as well as the High-level 
Political Forum and other related forums in light of adoption of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development (New York, 3 July 2018) 
 
:::::: 
 
UNCTAD  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Customs Organization – WCO  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.wcoomd.org/ 
Selected Latest News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives] 
4 July 2018 
Rate of new trade restrictions from G20 economies doubles against previous period 

http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/rising-employment-overshadowed-by-unprecedented-wage-stagnation.htm
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_releases.asp
https://www.oic-oci.org/home/?lan=en
https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=19794&ref=11389&lan=en
http://www.g77.org/
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=180703
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=180703
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=180703
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=180703
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=180703
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=180703
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx
http://www.wcoomd.org/
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news18_e/monit_04jul18_e.htm


   

: 

   The WTO’s nineteenth monitoring report on Group of 20 (G20) trade measures covering the 
period from mid-October 2017 to mid-May 2018, issued on 4 July, shows that new trade-
restrictive measures from G20 economies have doubled compared to the previous review 
period. The report also shows that G20 economies continue to implement trade-facilitating 
measures, with the rate increasing slightly. The report’s findings should be of ‘real concern’ to 
the international community, according to Director-General Roberto Azevêdo. 
 
2 July 2018 
Russia initiates WTO dispute complaint against US steel, aluminum duties 
   The Russian Federation has requested WTO dispute consultations with the United States 
regarding US duties on certain imported steel and aluminium products. The request was 
circulated to WTO members on 2 July. 
 
::::: 
 
IPU  Inter-Parliamentary Union   [to 7 Jul 2018] 
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Court of Justice  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Criminal Court (ICC)  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
Trying individuals for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/ 
05 July 2018 
Situation in Libya: ICC Pre-Trial Chamber I issues a second warrant of arrest for 
Mahmoud Mustafa Busayf AL-WERFALLI for war crimes 
 
5 July 2018 
Statement of ICC Prosecutor, Fatou Bensouda, following the second arrest warrant 
for Mr Mahmoud Mustafa Busayf Al-Werfalli: “The suspect must be arrested and 
immediately surrendered to the Court.”  
 
:::::: 
 
World Bank [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week]  
City Resilience Program 
   Unprecedented urbanization is transforming the planet and the way we live: For the first time 
in history, more people live in cities than in rural areas. Ninety percent of this urban expansion 
takes place...  
Date: July 06, 2018 Type: Brief  
 
Making Social Protection Systems in Africa More Responsive to Crisis 

https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news18_e/ds554rfc_02jul18_e.htm
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases
https://www.icc-cpi.int/
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=pr1395
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=pr1395
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=180706-otp-stat-al-werfalli
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=180706-otp-stat-al-werfalli
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=180706-otp-stat-al-werfalli
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all
http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/disasterriskmanagement/brief/city-resilience-program
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2018/07/06/making-social-protection-systems-in-africa-more-responsive-to-crisis
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   KAMPALA, July 06, 2018 - The Ministry of Gender, Labour and Social Development together 
with UNICEF and the World Bank, are holding a 5-day conference to discuss how social 
protection programmes can be...  
Date: July 06, 2018 Type: Press Release 
 
Delivering Quality Health Services: A Global Imperative for Universal Health 
Coverage 
   This first-ever joint global report from World Health Organization (WHO), Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), and the World Bank Group makes clear that 
poor quality health services...  
Date: July 05, 2018 Type: Publication 
 
World Bank Calls for Global Support to Respond to Rohingya Crisis 
   DHAKA, July 3, 2018—World Bank Group President Jim Yong Kim today said Bangladesh 
needs more support from the world to help close to a million Rohingya refugees driven by 
violence from Myanmar as...  
Date: July 03, 2018 Type: Press Release 
 
 
IMF  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week]  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
African Development Bank Group  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Africa-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
04/07/2018  
African Development Bank improves ranking in 2018 Global Aid Transparency Index 
   - The 2018 Aid Transparency Index Report, released by Publish What you Fund has ranked 
the African Development Bank 4th among 45 development organizations, lifting the Bank by six 
positions since 2016. 
 
02/07/2018  
Millennium Challenge Corporation Announces New Collaboration with the African 
Development Bank 
   - The U.S. Government’s Millennium Challenge Corporation (MCC) Chief Operating Officer 
Jonathan Nash and African Development Bank Group Senior Vice-President Charles Boamah 
today announced new opportunities for collaboration between the institutions. The 
announcement was made during the President’s Advisory Council on Doing Business in Africa 
(PAC-DBIA) mission stop in Côte d’Ivoire. 
 
 
Asian Development Bank  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.adb.org/news/releases 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
6 Jul 2018 

http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/universalhealthcoverage/publication/delivering-quality-health-services-a-global-imperative-for-universal-health-coverage
http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/universalhealthcoverage/publication/delivering-quality-health-services-a-global-imperative-for-universal-health-coverage
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2018/07/03/world-bank-calls-for-global-support-to-respond-to-rohingya-crisis
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/african-development-bank-improves-ranking-in-2018-global-aid-transparency-index-18291/
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/millennium-challenge-corporation-announces-new-collaboration-with-the-african-development-bank-18288/
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/millennium-challenge-corporation-announces-new-collaboration-with-the-african-development-bank-18288/
http://www.adb.org/news/releases
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ADB $100 Million Grant Approved as First Phase of Proposed $200 Million Package 
for Displaced Persons in Bangladesh Camps 
   MANILA, PHILIPPINES (6 July 2018) — The Asian Development Bank (ADB) Board of 
Directors has approved grant assistance of $100 million—the first of an envisaged package 
totaling $200 million to help the Government of Bangladesh develop basic infrastructure and 
services for displaced persons. 
   Since late August 2017, about 700,000 people have crossed the border from Rakhine State, 
Myanmar, into Coxsbazar at the southeast tip of Bangladesh. This has caused a huge strain on 
the local infrastructure, economy as well as a major humanitarian concern. The displaced 
persons are living in 32 camps spread over the district. Providing food, shelter, health, 
sanitation, water, and other essential services in the camps while fending off disease is a daily 
challenge. If unaddressed, conditions are feared to worsen dramatically. 
   “Given the scale of the humanitarian needs, we are coordinating closely and promptly with 
World Bank and other development partners to support the government in addressing the crisis 
in Coxsbazar,” said ADB President Mr. Takehiko Nakao. “With the principle of putting people 
first, ADB’s project in this first phase will seek to provide basic infrastructure and services that 
will ease vulnerabilities and risk of hunger, disease, and disaster.” After Mr. Nakao received the 
request from Mr. Abul Maal Abdul Muhith, Minister of Finance, for grant assistance when they 
met in early May, ADB developed and processed the project at an extraordinary speed under its 
emergency procedure… 
 
5 Jul 2018 
Advancing South–South Learning in Asia to Tackle Development Challenges — Seoul 
Conference 
    Asian countries have a vital role to play in advancing South–South cooperation and much to 
gain from closer interaction. Links across the global south in trade, finance, and technology are 
not only getting stronger but expanding... 
 
 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank   [to 7 Jul 2018] 
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
Beijing, China, July 03, 2018 
AIIB Approves $250M to Modernize, Rehabilitate Irrigation in Indonesia 
   The Board of Directors of the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) has approved a 
USD250 million loan to improve irrigation services and management accountability in Indonesia. 
 
 
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news 
05 Jul 18 
Strengthened partnership with Sudan and IFAD to focus on future of rural 
transformation  
 
03 Jul 18 
IFAD and Guatemala’s Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock discuss inclusive rural 
transformation at regional event  
 

 
*                       *                       *                        * 
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:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
   We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new 
research and major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, 
collaborations, and initiatives across the human rights, humanitarian response and development 
spheres of action.  WE will not reference fundraising announcements, programs, events or 
appeals, and generally not include content which is primarily photo-documentation or video in 
format. 
 
 
Action Contre la Faim – Action Against Hunger  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/en 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://amref.org/news/news/ 
Monday, 2 July, 2018 
Another Win for Amref – Dr Elizabeth Wala Elected to KEPSA Health Sector Board 
Amref Health Africa in Kenya’s Dr Elizabeth Wala has been elected Vice-Chair of the Kenya 
Healthcare Federation (KHF). 
   Founded in 2004, KHF is the health sector board for the Kenya Private Sector Alliance 
(KEPSA), and works with health care providers, hospitals, pharmaceutical manufacturers and 
insurers to promote strategic public-private partnerships and engaging the government and all 
relevant stakeholders towards achieving national access to quality health care. KHF’s 
membership includes medical associations, professional associations, health non-profits and 
corporates… 
 
 
Aravind Eye Care System  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.aravind.org/default/currentnewscontent 
No new digest content identified. 
 
  
BRAC  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.brac.net/#news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CARE International  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clubhouse International  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
https://www.drc.dk/news 
06.07.18 
Syrian refugees need help with mental traumas 

http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/en
http://amref.org/news/news/
http://amref.org/news/news/
https://amref.org/news/another-win-amref-dr-elizabeth-wala-elected-kepsa-health-sector-board/
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https://kepsa.or.ke/
http://www.aravind.org/default/currentnewscontent
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http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html
https://www.drc.dk/news
https://www.drc.dk/news/syrian-refugees-need-help-with-mental-traumas
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   More than half of the Syrian refugees living in Lebanon need support to tackle their 
psychological problems and mental traumas. However, only one in four receives the assistance 
needed, according to a new report from Dignity and Danish Refugee Council. Therefore, 
humanitarian organisations must prioritise psycho-social support and integrate it into existing 
programs, the report says. 
 
   
ECPAT  [to 7 Jul 2018]  
http://www.ecpat.net/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Fountain House  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Humanity & Inclusion  [nee Handicap International]  [to 7 Jul 2018]  
http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Heifer International  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HelpAge International  [to 7 Jul 2018]  
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
ICRC  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports   
03-07-2018 | Statement  
ICRC President Peter Maurer calls Bangladesh-Myanmar crises "lose-lose situation 
for people" 
 
 
IFRC   [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IRC  International Rescue Committee  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 
Selected Press Releases & Statements 
Statement  
IRC Statement on U.S. decision on Yemen and Temporary Protected Status 
July 5, 2018  
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Press Release  
IRC providing urgent health care for fleeing civilians from both sides of Syria-Jordan 
border 
July 5, 2018  
 
Statement  
On Ruya Kadir and Boise 
July 2, 2018  
 
Press Release  
IRC Responds to Boise, Idaho Attack  
July 1, 2018  
 
Press Release  
Concerns for safety of civilians stranded on Syria’s southern border 
July 1, 2018  
 
 
IRCT  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.irct.org/ 
News   05 Jul 2018  
A major human rights defender turns 80  
   Dr. med.h.c. Inge Genefke turns 80 years on Friday, July 6th. Having dedicated the majority 
of her life to supporting torture victims, she is one of the big pioneers of our movement. And 
she still continues her efforts every day… 
 
 
Islamic Relief   [to 7 Jul 2018]  
https://www.islamic-relief.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Landsea   [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Medecins du Monde   [to 7 Jul 2018]  
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 7 Jul 2018]  
http://www.msf.org/ 
Interview   5 July 2018 
“We should take every opportunity to vaccinate against deadly diseases” 
   Interview with Miriam Alía, MSF vaccination and outbreak response advisor, on the outbreaks 
of meningitis C and measles that have affected Niger in 2018 
 
Project Update  3 July 2018 
MSF hands over Ebola response activities in DRC  
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   After a two-month emergency intervention in Equator Province, Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRC), we have begun handing over our Ebola response activities to the Congolese 
Ministry of Health and other non-governmental organisations in Mbandaka, Bikoro, Itipo and 
Iboko. 
   “This Ebola outbreak is not yet officially over but we are very pleased with the progress that 
has been made,” said Henry Gray, MSF emergency coordinator in Equator Province. “Given the 
low volume of cases and the increasing expertise of local staff, the Ministry of Health is well 
placed to finish the work we started together.”… 
 
Project Update  3 July 2018 
MSF facilitates access to healthcare in communities of San Salvador and Soyapango  
   Through primary healthcare services, mental health services and community work, Médecins 
Sans Frontières (MSF) aims to improve access to health services for vulnerable people affected 
by the ongoing violence. 
   MSF has launched health initiatives in San Salvador and Soyapango, focusing on socially 
vulnerable people whose access to health services has been affected by insecurity. MSF is 
working closely with public health institutions to provide care to the people who need it most, 
under agreement with the Ministry of Health… 
 
 
Mercy Corps [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
Syria, July 1, 2018 
Mercy Corps Warns of Escalating Humanitarian Crisis in Southern Syria 
Global organization provides emergency aid to civilians fleeing violence  
   AMMAN, JORDAN – The global organization Mercy Corps is deeply concerned about the 
escalating humanitarian crisis unfolding in southern Syria, as civilians continue to flee the 
violence and are unable to access life-saving essentials.  
   “The number of people fleeing this latest offensive has more than tripled in the past few 
days,” says Arnaud Quemin, Mercy Corps Country Director for Syria. “People are fleeing with 
whatever few items they can carry -- or nothing at all.”… 
 
 
Operation Smile  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office 
Program Schedule 
Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve 
every opportunity for safe surgical care.  
 
 
OXFAM [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases 
9 July 2018 
One year on from conflict the dream of a better Mosul remains distant for many 
   One year after Mosul was retaken from ISIS, thousands of people are still unable to return 
home as parts of the city remain severely damaged and lack running water or electricity. 
 
6 July 2018 
Editors pay a surprise visit to refugee camp in Serbia  
   Members of the British rock band, Editors, paid a surprise visit to hundreds of refugees living 
in a camp in Serbia. They gave encouragement to aspiring musicians living in the camp and 
witnessed Oxfam’s vital work supporting refugees. 

https://www.msf.org/el-salvador-msf-facilitates-access-healthcare-san-salvador-and-soyapango
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases
https://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/mercy-corps-warns-escalating-humanitarian-crisis-southern-syria
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office
http://www.operationsmile.org/approach/program-schedule
http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases
https://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases/2018-07-09/one-year-conflict-dream-better-mosul-remains-distant-many
https://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases/2018-07-06/editors-pay-surprise-visit-refugee-camp-serbia
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5 July 2018 
Yemen: Hodeidah cannot be allowed to become a graveyard 
   Conditions for over half a million people in Yemen’s port city of Hodeidah are steadily 
deteriorating with food in short supply and seriously damaged water and sewage systems 
increasing the risk of cholera. 
 
 
Norwegian Refugee Council   [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.nrc.no/ 
Published 06. Jul 2018 
Empowering women through small-scale jobs 
Lynn Qashu|  
   In refugee and host communities in Jordan, livelihood programmes have the potential to 
empower women and create opportunities for them to contribute to their household income.  
 
Published 05. Jul 2018| 
Intense fighting in southern Syria creates largest displacement since start of war 
NRC| Edited 06. Jul 2018  
   The resumption of fighting in southern Syria is now putting the lives of hundreds of 
thousands of civilians at immediate risk as the largest ever wave of displacement in the Syrian 
war unfolds, the Norwegian Refugee Council warned today.  
 
Published 05. Jul 2018  
Mosul still a pile of rubble one year on 
NRC 
   More than 380,000 people are still displaced in and around Mosul as the city lies in ruins with 
a staggering 8 million tons of debris, a year since it was retaken from Islamic State Group, the 
Norwegian Refugee Council warned today.  
 
 
Pact  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.pactworld.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Partners In Health  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.pih.org/blog 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
PATH  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.path.org/news/index.php 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Plan International  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
2 July 2018 
Plan International and BØRNEfonden to merge 

https://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases/2018-07-05/yemen-hodeidah-cannot-be-allowed-become-graveyard
http://www.nrc.no/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2018/july/empowering-women-through-small-scale-jobs/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2018/july/intense-fighting-in-southern-syria-creates-largest-displacement-since-start-of-warnew-page/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2018/july/mosul-still-a-pile-of-rubble-one-year-on/
http://www.pactworld.org/
http://www.pih.org/blog
http://www.path.org/news/index.php
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre
https://plan-international.org/press-release/2018-06-28-plan-international-and-bornefonden-merge
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Leading Danish development organisation BØRNEfonden has merged with global child rights 
and humanitarian organisation Plan International to deliver greater impact for millions of 
vulnerable children and young people in some of the poorest countries in the world.  
   The merger means that BØRNEfonden’s operations in Benin, Burkina Faso, Mali and Togo will 
be integrated with Plan International’s current programmes in these four countries.  
   “By joining forces, we can do much more to champion child rights, equality between girls and 
boys and the development of strong, resilient communities for the most marginalised children 
and youth in some of the most disadvantaged regions in the world,” said Anne-Birgitte 
Albrectsen, CEO of Plan International.  
Delivering greater impact for children 
   Plan International is one of the world's largest development and humanitarian organisations 
advancing children's rights and equality for girls. The organisation is active in more than 70 
countries and has an annual turnover of more than €850 million.  
   Plan International has worked in West Africa for over 40 years with major programmes in 
education, health, household economic security, water and sanitation, and child rights 
promotion. The organisation has a collective annual budget of over €60 million in Benin, Burkina 
Faso, Mali and Togo with over 450 staff.  
   BØRNEfonden has been working in these four countries for over four decades, focusing on 
children’s health and education, as well as employability, entrepreneurship and empowerment 
of youth. Every year BØRNEfonden benefits three million people, enabling them to build a 
better future. BØRNEfonden’s merger will add over 45,000 sponsored children and 471 staff to 
Plan International’s operations… 
 
 
Save The Children [to 7 Jul 2018] 
https://www.savethechildren.net/news 
Friday 6 July 2018  
SAVE THE CHILDREN STATEMENT ON PAUSED DEMOLITION OF AL KHAN AL AHMAR 
SCHOOL  
 
   Following the announcement of a pause on the demolition of the village of al Khan al Ahmar, 
Jennifer Moorehead, Save the Children’s Country Director in the occupied Palestinian territory… 
  
Wednesday 4 July 2018  
Education under threat as Al Khan Al Ahmar School set to be destroyed in the West 
Bank  
   July 4 – More than 170 children in the Khan Al Ahmar community in the West Bank are 
expecting to see their school demolished imminently after bulldozers moved into the village 
today, sparking protests in which more than 30 people were reportedly injured. 
 
Monday 2 July 2018  
Almost three in four Rohingya children out of school and at risk of becoming a lost 
generation, warns Save the Children  
   Save the Children is calling for an urgent and significant scale up of education programming 
for Rohingya children living in Bangladesh’s overcrowded refugee camps, ahead of the UN 
leadership’s most high-profile visit to Cox’s Bazar to date. 
 
 
SOS-Kinderdorf International  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/about-sos/press/press-releases 
Greece  
New centre offers shelter for unaccompanied girls  

https://www.savethechildren.net/news
https://www.savethechildren.net/article/save-children-statement-paused-demolition-al-khan-al-ahmar-school
https://www.savethechildren.net/article/save-children-statement-paused-demolition-al-khan-al-ahmar-school
https://www.savethechildren.net/article/education-under-threat-al-khan-al-ahmar-school-set-be-destroyed-west-bank
https://www.savethechildren.net/article/education-under-threat-al-khan-al-ahmar-school-set-be-destroyed-west-bank
https://www.savethechildren.net/article/almost-three-four-rohingya-children-out-school-and-risk-becoming-lost-generation-warns-save
https://www.savethechildren.net/article/almost-three-four-rohingya-children-out-school-and-risk-becoming-lost-generation-warns-save
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/about-sos/press/press-releases
https://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/news/shelter-for-unaccompanied-girls-athens
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   04.07.2018 - As Athens struggles to find temporary homes for young refugees, SOS Children’s 
Villages steps in to address urgent needs.  
 
Refugees  
A home away from home for young refugees in Austria  
   02.07.2018 - In the town of Ebreichsdorf, south of Vienna, Austria, children from Syria and 
Afghanistan have found a place they now call home.  
 
 
Tostan  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.tostan.org 
Jul 2, 2018  
Sparking change in North-East Senegal: 50 Communities Declare Abandonment of 
Harmful Practices in Diongto 
   On Sunday 13th May 2018 in Diongto, Senegal, 50 villages from the Matam region held a 
public ceremony to declare the abandonment of the traditional practices of Female Genital 
Cutting, Child Marriage and Forced Marriage. This moment marked a powerful social shift for 
these rural communities as they made a decision to ensure the wellbeing of future generations 
of girls, women and whole communities. As well as demonstrating their voice to nearby and 
interconnected communities, their declaration also reached the ears of Senegalese politicians 
and international organizations. In the audience sat the Governor and other administrative 
authorities of the Matam region, prominent religious leaders and representatives from UNFPA, 
UNICEF, and The Orchid Project… 
 
 
Women for Women International  [to 7 Jul 2018]  
http://www.womenforwomen.org/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Vision  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://wvi.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
::::: 
 
Center for Media Ethics and Responsibility/CMFR   [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://cmfr-phil.org/media-ethics-responsibility/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Electronic Frontiers Foundation 
https://www.eff.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Freedom House [to 7 Jul 2018] 
https://freedomhouse.org/news 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Research 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

https://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/news/young-refugees-in-austria
http://www.tostan.org/latest-news
http://www.tostan.org/sparking-change-in-north-east-senegal-50-communities-declare-abandonment-of-harmful-practices-in-diongto/
http://www.tostan.org/sparking-change-in-north-east-senegal-50-communities-declare-abandonment-of-harmful-practices-in-diongto/
http://www.womenforwomen.org/press-releases
http://wvi.org/newsroom
http://cmfr-phil.org/media-ethics-responsibility/
https://www.eff.org/
https://freedomhouse.org/news
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Transparency International  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases/ 
2 Jul 2018  
New report shows poor policies at UN shipping agency put climate goals at risk 
Climate governance  
  - A new report highlights several transparency and accountability flaws that could hinder the 
International Maritime Organization (IMO) in its ability to reduce carbon emissions and deliver 
on its own climate change goals.  
 
::::: 
 
ChildFund Alliance  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
https://childfundalliance.org/ 
July 02, 2018 / Statements 
Urgent: Recommendations for the Reunification of Separated Children with Their 
Families 
   The Alliance for Child Protection in Humanitarian Action is an interagency coalition of nearly 
100 member organizations working to protect children who face adversity. We call for urgent 
action to rapidly reunify separated children with their families and end detention, in accordance 
with their best interests. 
   Based on our collective experiences, lessons learned, and accepted standards of care and 
protection for children, we urge all responsible parties to: 
:: Facilitate rapid family reunification; 
:: Provide mental health and psychosocial support to children and their families; 
:: Ensure that administrative and legal procedures meet their best interests; and 
:: Prevent further family separation by ending the use of detention. 
 
July 02, 2018 / Statements 
Preventing Irregular Child Migration in Central America (PICMCA) 
ChildFund Alliance members are undertaking a project in El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, 
Mexico and Nicaragua designed to improve the well-being of children and youth who are at risk 
of irregular migration. 
 
 
CONCORD  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/ 
Jul 2, 2018  
Assessing the flow of external migration funding – CONCORD’s position 
   On 19 June 2018, the Committees on Budget, Budgetary Control, Foreign Affairs and 
Development jointly organised a joint hearing entitled Assessing the flow of external EU 
migration funding. Fanni Bihari, from ACT Alliance EU, represented our confederation in this 
public debate aiming at assessing the flow of current expenditure on the migration-related 
projets and the EU Trusts Funds. Find here the main take-aways of her presentation, a useful 
summary of CONCORD’s position on that matter. 
 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre 
 [Action Aid, Age International, British Red Cross, CAFOD, Care International, Christian Aid, 
Concern Worldwide, Islamic Relief, Oxfam, Plan UK, Save the Children, Tearfund and World  
No new digest content identified. 
 

http://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases/
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressrelease/un_shipping_agency_climate_goals_at_risk
https://www.transparency.org/search?topic=94
https://childfundalliance.org/
https://childfundalliance.org/news-and-views/statements/407-urgent-recommendations-for-the-reunification-of-separated-children-with-their-families
https://childfundalliance.org/news-and-views/statements/407-urgent-recommendations-for-the-reunification-of-separated-children-with-their-families
https://alliancecpha.org/
https://childfundalliance.org/news-and-views/statements/406-preventing-irregular-child-migration-in-central-america-picmca
http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/
https://concordeurope.org/2018/07/02/migration-funding-ep-hearing/
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre
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The Elders  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://theelders.org/news-media 
News 3 July 2018  
#WalkTogether to celebrate 100 Sparks of Hope 
  Graça Machel reflects on a year of championing the freedoms Nelson Mandela dedicated his 
life to. She invites you to join with The Elders in continuing Mandela's long walk to freedom. 
 
Press release 2 July 2018  
The Elders meet Kuwaiti leaders, call for greater dialogue on regional security issues 
   On their first official visit to Kuwait, The Elders commended the Kuwaiti leadership for 
prioritising peaceful and political processes to address regional problems, including conflicts in 
Yemen, Syria and Palestine 
 
 
END Fund   [to 7 Jul 2018] 
https://end.org/media-hub/ 
Selected Press Releases and Major Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Evidence Aid   [to 7 Jul 2018] 
www.evidenceaid.org  
July 3, 2018 
We are hiring a fundraiser – come and join us – deadline for applications, 8th July 
2018 
Claire Allen  
 
 
Gavi [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.gavi.org/library/news/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Global Fund [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/?topic=&type=NEWS;&country= 
No new digest content identified. 
[See The Lancet commentary below] 
 
 
Hilton Prize Coalition [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/ 
An Alliance of Hilton Prize Recipients 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ICVA - International Council of Voluntary Agencies   [to 7 Jul 2018] 
https://icvanetwork.org/ 
Latest resources 
Sixth formal consultations Towards the Global Compact on Refugees - NGO 
statements  
July, 2018 

http://theelders.org/news-media
https://theelders.org/article/walktogether-celebrate-100-sparks-hope
https://theelders.org/article/elders-meet-kuwaiti-leaders-call-greater-dialogue-regional-security-issues
https://end.org/media-hub/
http://www.evidenceaid.org/
http://www.evidenceaid.org/fundraiser-post-now-available/
http://www.evidenceaid.org/fundraiser-post-now-available/
http://www.gavi.org/library/news/press-releases/
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/?topic=&type=NEWS;&country
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/
https://icvanetwork.org/
https://www.icvanetwork.org/resources/sixth-formal-consultations-towards-global-compact-refugees-ngo-statements
https://www.icvanetwork.org/resources/sixth-formal-consultations-towards-global-compact-refugees-ngo-statements
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   NGO statements at the fifth formal consultations: Towards the Global Compact on Refugees, 
3-4 July 2018.  
:: GCR6_NGO Statement_ORAL_July2018.FINAL_.pdf 
:: GCR6_NGO Statement_WRITTEN_July2018_FINAL.pdf 
 
 
INEE – an international network for education in emergencies   [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.ineesite.org/en/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
InterAction  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.interaction.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Start Network [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.start-network.org/news-blog/#.U9U_O7FR98E 
No new digest content identified. 
 

:::::: 
 
3ie  International Initiative for Impact Evaluation [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.3ieimpact.org/en/about/ 
Systematic Review : 2018   
Vocational and business training to improve women’s labour market outcomes in 
low- and middle-income countries: a systematic review. 
Headline Findings: a summary statement 
   Vocational training, on average, leads to minor improvements in the economic outcomes for 
women in low- and middle-income countries. Business training also has a positive effect when 
combined with cash transfers or life skills training. The studies suggest that programmes with a 
gender focus have a larger impact on women. 
Evidence Base 
   For the main analysis, the review includes 35 quantitative impact evaluations, covering 30 
separate interventions and 15 additional qualitative or mixed-method studies for looking at 
barriers and facilitators. Of the quantitative studies, 19 evaluate vocational training 
programmes, 12 look at business training programmes, and 4 examine interventions with 
elements from both. The authors also fully characterise the interventions using an additional 93 
supporting documents. 
   The studies come from a wide variety of low- and middle-income countries, including 
Colombia, Dominican Republic, Mexico, Peru, Côte d’Ivoire, Kenya, Rwanda, Uganda, Nepal, 
India, Jordan and Turkey... 
 
 
Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action 
(ALNAP)     [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.alnap.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CHS Alliance  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://chsalliance.org/news-events/news 

https://www.icvanetwork.org/system/files/versions/GCR6_NGO%20Statement_ORAL_July2018.FINAL_.pdf
https://www.icvanetwork.org/system/files/versions/GCR6_NGO%20Statement_WRITTEN_July2018_FINAL.pdf
http://www.ineesite.org/en/news
http://www.interaction.org/
http://www.start-network.org/news-blog/#.U9U_O7FR98E
http://www.3ieimpact.org/en/about/
http://www.3ieimpact.org/en/evidence/systematic-reviews/details/1285/
http://www.3ieimpact.org/en/evidence/systematic-reviews/details/1285/
http://www.alnap.org/
http://chsalliance.org/news-events/news
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No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Development Initiatives   [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://devinit.org/news/ 
02 Jul 2018  
We are seeking three new Board members to join us at an exciting time of growth 
   We are looking for individuals with strong leadership skills, a strategic mindset and a track 
record of working in a personal or professional capacity on issues relating to social justice… 
 
 
EHLRA/R2HC   [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/ 
Annual Call for Proposals 
R2HC 6TH annual CALL will be launched in June 2018 
   R2HC aims to improve health outcomes by strengthening the evidence base for public health 
interventions in humanitarian crises. 
  
 
The Sphere Project [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.sphereproject.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP)  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
https://phap.org/ 
3 July 2018  
In-Person PHAP Credentialing Program certification assessments in Amman  
Deora Ndezwa  
   PHAP is currently in the process of developing a complementary face-to-face PHAP 
Credentialing Program certification assessment option for those who do not have a sufficiently 
reliable internet connection or otherwise prefer not to use their own computer for the 
assessment… 
 
:::::: 
 
Center for Global Development    [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center 
July 3, 2018 
Why Does Pakistan Have Repeated Macroeconomic Crises? 
   Over the past 50 years, Pakistan’s record on macroeconomic management has been mixed. 
The next crisis is now approaching. Most economists agree that the post-election government 
will have no alternative but to approach the IMF yet again for another bailout with associated 
policy conditionality. Against this background, this note examines three questions that 
economists both within and outside Pakistan are asking. 
Masood Ahmed  
 
July 2, 2018 
The Rise of the Robot Reserve Army: Automation and the Future of Economic 
Development, Work, and Wages in Developing Countries - Working Paper 487 
   Emerging economies face a contemporary challenge to traditional pathways to employment 
generation: automation, digitalization, and labor-saving technologies. 1.8 billion jobs—or two-

http://devinit.org/news/
http://devinit.org/post/seeking-three-new-board-members-join-us-exciting-time-growth/
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/
http://www.elrha.org/r2hc/funding/annualfundingcall/
http://www.sphereproject.org/news/
https://phap.org/
https://phap.org/news/2018/person-phap-credentialing-program-certification-assessments-amman
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/why-does-pakistan-have-repeated-macroeconomic-crises
http://www.cgdev.org/expert/masood-ahmed
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/rise-robot-reserve-army-automation-and-future-economic-development-work-and-wages
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/rise-robot-reserve-army-automation-and-future-economic-development-work-and-wages
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thirds of the current labor force of developing countries—are estimated to be susceptible to 
automation from today’s technological standpoint. 
Lukas Schlogl and Andy Sumner  
 
  
ODI   [to 7 Jul 2018] 
https://www.odi.org/media-hub/press-room 
Selected Press Releases & Reports 
The role and vulnerabilities of older people in drought in East Africa: progress, 
challenges and opportunities for a more inclusive humanitarian response  
Research reports and studies | July 2018 | Veronique Barbelet and Fiona Samuels with Georgia 
Plank 
   This study explores how humanitarian actors involved in drought crises can better include 
older men and women in their responses. 
 
Older people in displacement: falling through the cracks of emergency responses  
Research reports and studies | July 2018 | Veronique Barbelet 
   This study looks at how the role of older people changes during displacement and examines 
how well they are included in the humanitarian response. 
 
 
Urban Institute   [to 7 Jul 2018] 
https://www.urban.org/publications 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
World Economic Forum    [to 7 Jul 2018] 
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/ 
News  02 Jul 2018  
Japan to Take Lead in Fourth Industrial Revolution, Opens Emerging Technology 
Policy Centre in Tokyo  
· The World Economic Forum, in partnership with METI and API, opened the Centre for the 
Fourth Industrial Revolution Japan to create new technology policies that benefit all 
· Founding centre partners from Hitachi, Horiba, Mitsubishi Chemical Holdings, Salesforce, 
Sompo Holdings and Suntory Holdings take part in launch  
· The centre will initially focus on autonomous mobility, data policy and precision medicine  
· It will bring together leading businesses, start-ups, civil society, academia and international 
organizations to shape the trajectory of emerging technologies and position Japan as a global 
leader in the Fourth Industrial Revolution  
 
 

*                      *                       *                        * 
 
 

:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will primarily monitor press/media releases announcing key initiatives and new research 
from a growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, 
humanitarian response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended 
to be exhaustive, but indicative.  
 
 

Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 7 Jul 2018] 

https://www.kcl.ac.uk/sspp/departments/did/People/Academic-staff/Lukas-Schlogl.aspx
https://www.cgdev.org/content/expert/detail/1424772
https://www.odi.org/media-hub/press-room
https://www.odi.org/publications/11156-role-and-vulnerabilities-older-people-drought-east-africa-progress-challenges-and-opportunities-more
https://www.odi.org/publications/11156-role-and-vulnerabilities-older-people-drought-east-africa-progress-challenges-and-opportunities-more
https://www.odi.org/publications/11155-older-people-displacement-falling-through-cracks-emergency-responses
https://www.urban.org/publications
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/
https://www.weforum.org/press/2018/07/japan-to-take-lead-in-fourth-industrial-revolution-opens-emerging-technology-policy-centre-in-tokyo
https://www.weforum.org/press/2018/07/japan-to-take-lead-in-fourth-industrial-revolution-opens-emerging-technology-policy-centre-in-tokyo
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https://www.alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Annie E. Casey Foundation   [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Blue Meridian Partners [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/ 
Blue Meridian Partners is a new capital aggregation collaboration that plans to invest at least $1 
billion in high-performance nonprofits that are poised to have truly national impact for 
economically disadvantaged children and youth.  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clinton Foundation  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements 
Press Release  
July 3, 2018  
President George W. Bush and President Bill Clinton to speak with Presidential 
Leadership Scholars on tackling pressing challenges of our time 
   LITTLE ROCK, AR -- On July 12, President George W. Bush and President Bill Clinton will join 
59 Presidential Leadership Scholars at the Clinton Presidential Center in Little Rock, Arkansas for 
a conversation centered around the work Scholars are doing to address current issues faced in 
our nation and around the world. Scholars are focused on challenges such as the opioid crisis, 
veterans' issues, and immigration… 
 
 
Co Impact   [to 7 Jul 2018] 
www.co-impact.io 
Co-Impact is a global philanthropic collaborative for systems change focused on improving the 
lives of millions of people around the world. 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Ford Foundation  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.fordfoundation.org/?filter=News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 7 Jul 2018] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press 
GHIT was set up in 2012 with the aim of developing new tools to tackle infectious diseases that 
devastate the world’s poorest people. Other funders include six Japanese pharmaceutical  
No new digest content identified. 

https://www.alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/news/
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases/president-george-w-bush-and-president-bill-clinton-speak-presidential-leadership
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases/president-george-w-bush-and-president-bill-clinton-speak-presidential-leadership
http://co-impact.io/
http://www.fordfoundation.org/?filter=News
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press
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Grameen Foundation    [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.grameenfoundation.org/news-events/press-room 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IKEA Foundation    [to 7 Jul 2018] 
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/category/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 7 Jul 2018] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Kaiser Family Foundation  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
https://www.kff.org/ 
July 2, 2018   News Release  
Federal Legislation Related to Medicaid and Opioids: What to Watch 
   With President Trump having declared the opioid epidemic a public health emergency, both 
the House and Senate are advancing legislation to address the crisis. A new issue brief from the 
Kaiser Family Foundation summarizes current federal legislative proposals related to Medicaid’s 
role in the opioid epidemic and identifies issues to… 
 
July 2, 2018   News Release  
Explaining Stewart v. Azar, the Federal District Court Decision Invalidating 
Kentucky’s Medicaid Waiver 
   A new issue brief from the Kaiser Family Foundation explains the June 29 federal court ruling 
invalidating the Kentucky HEALTH Medicaid waiver program and its implications for other states. 
The DC Federal District Court decision in Stewart v. Azar blocked Kentucky from implementing 
the waiver on July 1, including its… 
 
 
Aga Khan Foundation   [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Kellogg Foundation  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media#pp=10&p=1&f1=news 
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July 5, 2018 
Request for Proposals: StartUp Battle Creek 
   Our recently announced Battle Creek Small Business Loan Fund is designed to provide local 
start-ups and growing businesses with access to capital.  
   Start-up support is an essential part of the City of Battle Creek’s comprehensive re-
development plan, and critical to creating a thriving and equity-driven entrepreneurial 
ecosystem. The Kellogg Foundation will invest in a new Entrepreneurship Support Organization 
to help local residents nurture, refine and turn their ideas into businesses. The finalist selected 
will begin by the end of 2018. 
   The online application is now open. Proposals will be accepted until August 3, 2018. 
 
 
MacArthur Foundation  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.macfound.org/ 
July 6, 2018 - Grantee Research 
Growing Civic Tech 
From 2014 to 2018, Civic Tech and Data Collaborative brought together government officials, 
civic technologists, and local organizations across seven communities to explore how to harness 
data and technology to benefit low-income residents.   
 
July 5, 2018 - Grantee Research 
Reducing Incarceration Among Latino and Immigrant Populations 
A platform created by the Tomas Rivera Policy Institute at the University of Southern California 
Sol Price School of Public Policy sheds light on the impact of local justice systems on Latinos 
and noncitizens.    
 
July 5, 2018 - Grantee Research 
Renewable Energy Presents Job Growth Opportunity in India 
Renewable energy solutions in India have become stable, profitable investments with potential 
to create 4.5 million jobs over the next 25 years in a country with growing demand for energy 
resources, according to a report published by Climate Policy Initiative.  
 
July 5, 2018 - Grantee Research 
Report Explores Possible Contingencies for Iranian Nuclear Deal 
European cooperation could create avenues to push forward on the Iranian nuclear deal—
absent United States support—while leaving the door open for future U.S. participation, 
according to a report by the International Crisis Group.   
 
 
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation [to 7 Jul 2018] 
https://www.moore.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Open Society Foundation  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/issues/media-information 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.packard.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
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Pew Charitable Trusts  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room 
Opinion 
July 3, 2018  
Small Savings Accounts Can Help Defer Social Security, Raise Total Retirement 
Benefits 
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/about-us/news-media/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom/news-releases.html 
July 1, 2018   Report  
Adolescence: Inspiring and Powering the Future 
   This report draws from the views and ideas of 25 adolescent development experts about the 
most critical issues in adolescent wellness, gaps in research, translation of research into policy 
and practice, and opportunities for learning and action. 
 
July 1, 2018  Brief  
MARKETPLACE PULSE: In Through the Out Door 
   With no announced health insurance market exits thus far in 2018, it seems likely that the 
2019 rate filing will result in net entry into the ACA marketplace. 
 
 
Science Philanthropy Alliance   [to 7 Jul 2018] 
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/ 
“…a group of organizations working together to increase philanthropic support for basic 
scientific research on a global basis…” 
July 3, 2018 
How Foundations can have an Outsize Impact on Scientific Research [Alliance blog]  
   Marc Kastner is the president of the Science Philanthropy Alliance. This article first appeared 
on the Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation website… 
 
 
SDG Philanthropy Platform 
http://sdgfunders.org/ 
SDG Philanthropy Platform is a collaboration between philanthropy and the greater international 
development community led by Foundation Center, United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) and Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, and supported by the Conrad N. Hilton 
Foundation, Ford Foundation and the MasterCard Foundation, the Brach Family Foundation, and 
other key organizations such as Asociación de Fundaciones Empresariales (AFE) in Colombia, 
Brach Family Charitable Foundation, CAF America, Council on Foundations, East Africa 
Association of Grantmakers (EAAG), European Foundation Centre, Filantropi Indonesia (FI), 
GlobalGiving, The Humanitarian Forum, World Congress of Muslim Philanthropists, and 
Worldwide Initiatives for Grantmaker Support (WINGS). 
No new digest content identified. 
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Alfred P. Sloan Foundation 
https://sloan.org/about/press  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 7 Jul 2018] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
No new digest content identified. 

 
 
*                       *                       *                        * 
 

:: Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in 
human rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be 
exhaustive. We will add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon 
recommendation from readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content 
but note that successful access to some of the articles and other content may require 
subscription or other access arrangement unique to the publisher. Please suggest additional 
journals you feel warrant coverage. 
 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
July 2018 Volume 46, Issue 7, p733-850, e43-e64  
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
July 2018 Volume 55, Issue 1, p1-132, e1-e18  
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
July 2018  108(7) 
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
Volume 98, Issue 6, 2018  
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/14761645/98/6 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
3 July 2018 Vol: 169, Issue 1  
http://annals.org/aim/issue 
Ideas and Opinions |3 July 2018  
Machine Learning and Evidence-Based Medicine  

https://sloan.org/about/press
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http://www.ajicjournal.org/current
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current
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http://annals.org/aim/article-abstract/2680060/machine-learning-evidence-based-medicine
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Ian A. Scott, MBBS, MHA, MEd  
   Machine learning (ML), which converts complex data into algorithms, challenges the 
traditional epidemiologic approach of evidence-based medicine (EBM). Here I outline the 
differences, strengths, and limitations of these 2 approaches and suggest areas of 
reconciliation. 
   Beginning in the 1970s, scientists extolled the virtues of EBM's hypothesis-driven, protocolized 
experiments involving well-defined populations and preselected exposure and outcome 
variables. Inferences were made using traditional biostatistics. In the early 1990s, ML emerged, 
whereby advanced computing programs (machines) processed huge data sets (big data) from 
many sources and discerned patterns among multiple unselected variables. Such patterns were 
undiscoverable using traditional biostatistics (1) and were used to iteratively refine (learn) 
layered mathematical models (algorithms). The Table lists key differences between EBM and 
ML. 
 
 
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed 7 Jul 2018) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Global Health 
July 2018 - Volume 3 - 4 
https://gh.bmj.com/content/3/4 
Research 
Risk factors and risk factor cascades for communicable disease outbreaks in 
complex humanitarian emergencies: a qualitative systematic review (6 July, 2018)  
Charlotte Christiane Hammer, Julii Brainard, Paul R Hunter 
Abstract 
Background 
Communicable diseases are a major concern during complex humanitarian emergencies (CHEs). 
Descriptions of risk factors for outbreaks are often non-specific and not easily generalisable to 
similar situations. This review attempts to capture relevant evidence and explore whether it is 
possible to better generalise the role of risk factors and risk factor cascades these factors may 
form. 
Methods 
A systematic search of the key databases and websites was conducted. Search terms included 
terms for CHEs (United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs definition) 
and terms for communicable diseases. Due to the types of evidence found, a thematic synthesis 
was conducted. 
Results 
26 articles met inclusion criteria. Key risk factors include crowded conditions, forced 
displacement, poor quality shelter, poor water, sanitation and hygiene, lack of healthcare 
facilities and lack of adequate surveillance. Most identified risk factors do not relate to specific 
diseases, or are specific to a group of diseases such as diarrhoeal diseases and not to a 
particular disease within that group. Risk factors are often listed in general terms but are poorly 
evidenced, not contextualised and not considered with respect to interaction effects in individual 
publications. The high level of the inter-relatedness of risk factors became evident, 
demonstrating risk factor cascades that are triggered by individual risk factors or clusters of risk 
factors. 
Conclusions 

http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/
https://gh.bmj.com/content/3/4
https://gh.bmj.com/content/3/4/e000647
https://gh.bmj.com/content/3/4/e000647
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CHEs pose a significant threat to public health. More rigorous research on the risk of disease 
outbreaks in CHEs is needed, from a practitioner and from an academic point of view. 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 7 Jul 2018) 
Research article 
Preparedness and response against diseases with epidemic potential in the 
European Union: a qualitative case study of Middle East Respiratory Syndrome 
(MERS) and poliomyelitis in five member states  
EU Decision 1082/2013/EU on serious cross-border health threats provides a legal basis for 
collaboration between EU Member States, and between international and European level 
institutions on preparedness, pre...  
Authors: John Kinsman, John Angrén, Fredrik Elgh, Maria Furberg, Paola A. Mosquera, Laura 
Otero-García, René Snacken, Tarik Derrough, Paloma Carrillo Santisteve, Massimo Ciotti and 
Svetla Tsolova 
Citation: BMC Health Services Research 2018 18:528  
Published on: 6 July 2018 
 
Research article 
Promoting quality use of medicines in South-East Asia: reports from country 
situational analyses  
Irrational use of medicines is widespread in the South-East Asia Region (SEAR), where policy 
implementation to encourage quality use of medicines (QUM) is often low. The aim was to 
determine whether public-sec...  
Authors: Kathleen Anne Holloway, Anita Kotwani, Gitanjali Batmanabane, Budiono Santoso, 
Sauwakon Ratanawijitrasin and David Henry 
Citation: BMC Health Services Research 2018 18:526  
Published on: 5 July 2018 
 
 
BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 7 Jul 2018) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Medical Ethics  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 
(Accessed 7 Jul 2018)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Medicine 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content 
(Accessed 7 Jul 2018)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content 
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(Accessed 7 Jul 2018) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Public Health 
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles 
(Accessed 7 Jul 2018) 
Research article 
Multimorbidity and mortality thereof, among non-western refugees and family 
reunification immigrants in Denmark – a register based cohort study  
The prevalence of multimorbidity, defined by having two or more chronic diseases, is increasing 
in many Western countries. Simultaneously, the migrant population in Western countries has 
increased, making up a...  
Authors: Nasim Taleshan, Jorgen Holm Petersen, Michaela Louise Schioetz, Helle Gybel Juul-
Larsen and Marie Norredam 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2018 18:844  
Published on: 6 July 2018 
 
 
BMC Research Notes  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content 
(Accessed 7 Jul 2018) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Open 
July 2018 - Volume 8 - 7 
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/current 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Bulletin of the World Health Organization  
Volume 96, Number 7, July 2018, 441-512 
http://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/96/7/en/ 
EDITORIALS 
Preventing hepatitis B virus infection: milestones and targets 
– Yvan Hutin, Shalini Desai & Marc Bulterys 
http://dx.doi.org/10.2471/BLT.18.215210  
   Hepatitis B virus (HBV) is a major cause of mortality and morbidity. In this issue of the 
Bulletin of the World Health Organization, a systematic review and meta-analysis1 assesses the 
long-term impact of immunization of infants against hepatitis B on the prevalence of HBV 
infection. The findings from this study point to three major conclusions. First, hepatitis B 
vaccine is effective in preventing HBV infection among infants and has a major impact on the 
prevalence of HBV infection more than 15 years later. Second, universal immunization of 
infants, as recommended by the World Health Organization (WHO),2 has more impact on a 
population level (reducing prevalence by three fourths) than targeted immunization of children 
born to mothers who have HBV infection (which reduces prevalence by two thirds). Third, the 
results of this analysis, along with recent reports of increasing coverage of hepatitis B vaccine 
worldwide,3 suggest that in an increasing number of countries, new generations are growing up 
increasingly free of HBV infection… 
 
SYSTEMATIC REVIEWS 

http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles
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Long-term impact of infant immunization on hepatitis B prevalence: a systematic 
review and meta-analysis 
– Kate Whitford, Bette Liu, Joanne Micallef, J Kevin Yin, Kristine Macartney, Pierre Van Damme 
& John M Kaldor 
http://dx.doi.org/10.2471/BLT.17.205153  
Abstract  
Objective 
To conduct a systematic review and meta-analysis of the long-term impact of infant vaccination 
on the prevalence of hepatitis B virus (HBV) infection at the population level. 
Methods 
We searched online databases for articles reporting comparisons between population cohorts 
aged ≥ 15 years who were exposed or unexposed to infant HBV immunization programmes. We 
categorized programmes as universal or targeted to infants whose mothers were positive for 
hepatitis B surface antigen (HBsAg). We included studies reporting prevalence of hepatitis B 
core antibody (HBcAb), HBsAg, or both. We evaluated the quality of the study methods and 
estimated the relative reduction in the prevalence of infection. 
Findings 
Of 26 studies that met the inclusion criteria, most were from China (20 studies). The prevalence 
of HBV infection in unvaccinated and universally vaccinated cohorts ranged from 0.6% (116 of 
20 305 people) to 16.3% (60/367) and from 0.3% (1/300) to 8.5% (73/857), respectively. 
Comparing cohorts with universal vaccination to those without vaccination, relative prevalences 
were 0.24 (95% confidence interval, CI: 0.16–0.35) for HBsAg and 0.23 (95% CI: 0.17–0.32) 
for HBcAb. For populations with targeted vaccination, relative prevalences were 0.32 (95% CI: 
0.24–0.43) and 0.33 (95% CI: 0.23–0.45), respectively. 
Conclusion 
The residual burden of infection in cohorts offered vaccination suggests that longer-term 
evaluations of vaccination coverage, timeliness and other aspects of programme quality are 
needed. As HBV-vaccinated infant cohorts reach adulthood, ongoing analysis of prevalence in 
adolescents and young adults will ensure that elimination efforts are on track. 
 
 
Child Care, Health and Development  
Volume 44, Issue 4   Pages: 507-658  July 2018 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13652214/current 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Clinical Therapeutics 
June 2018 Volume 40, Issue 6, p813-1048  
http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Clinical Trials 
Volume: 15, Number: 3 (June 2018)  
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/ctja/15/3 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Conflict and Health 
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 7 Jul 2018] 
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Case study 
Provision and continuation of antiretroviral therapy during acute conflict: the 
experience of MSF in Central African Republic and Yemen  
Unstable settings present challenges for the effective provision of antiretroviral treatment 
(ART). In this paper, we summarize the experience and results of providing ART and 
implementing contingency plans during acute instability in the Central African Republic (CAR) 
and Yemen. 
Authors: Cecilia Ferreyra, Daniel O’Brien, Beatriz Alonso, Abdulbasset Al-Zomour and Nathan 
Ford 
Citation: Conflict and Health 2018 12:30  
Published on: 2 July 2018 
 
 
Contemporary Clinical Trials 
Volume 70  Pages 1-138 (July 2018) 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/contemporary-clinical-trials/vol/70/suppl/C 

[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Current Opinion in Infectious Diseases 
August 2018 - Volume 31 - Issue 4  
http://journals.lww.com/co-infectiousdiseases/pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Developing World Bioethics 
Volume 18, Issue 2   Pages: 65-203  June 2018 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14718847/current 

[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Development in Practice  
Volume 28, Issue 5, 2018 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cdip20/current 

[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Development Policy Review 
Volume 36, Issue 4   Pages: i-iv, 387, 389-523  July 2018 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14677679/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disability and Rehabilitation: Assistive Technology 
Volume 13, Issue 5, 2018 
http://informahealthcare.com/toc/idt/current 

[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disaster Medicine and Public Health Preparedness  
Volume 12 - Issue 2 - April 2018  
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https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/disaster-medicine-and-public-health-
preparedness/latest-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disasters 
Volume 42, Issue 3  Pages: 405-612  July 2018 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14677717/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
EMBO Reports 
01 June 2018; volume 19, issue 6 
http://embor.embopress.org/content/19/6?current-issue=y 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Emergency Medicine Journal 
Volume 24, Number 6—June 2018 
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Emerging Infectious Diseases 
Volume 24, Number 7—July 2018 
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/ 
Perspective 
Progress and Remaining Gaps in Estimating the Global Disease Burden of Influenza 
PDF Version [PDF - 1.09 MB - 5 pages]  
J. Bresee et al.  
 
Policy Review 
Strengthening Global Public Health Surveillance through Data and Benefit Sharing 
PDF Version [PDF - 585 KB - 7 pages]  
Michael Edelstein, Lisa M. Lee, Asha Herten-Crabb, David L. Heymann, and David R. Harper 
Abstract   
Equitable sharing of public health surveillance data can help prevent or mitigate the effect of 
infectious diseases. Equitable data sharing includes working toward more equitable sharing of 
the public health benefits that data sharing brings and requires the engagement of those 
providing the data, those interpreting and using the data generated by others, those facilitating 
the data-sharing process, and those deriving and contributing to the benefit. An expert 
consultation conducted by Chatham House outlined 7 principles to encourage the process of 
equitable data sharing: 1) building trust; 2) articulating the value; 3) planning for data sharing; 
4) achieving quality data; 5) understanding the legal context; 6) creating data-sharing 
agreements; and 7) monitoring and evaluation. Sharing of public health surveillance data is best 
done taking into account these principles, which will help to ensure data are shared optimally 
and ethically, while fulfilling stakeholder expectations and facilitating equitable distribution of 
benefits. 
 
 
Epidemics 
Volume 23  Pages 1-120 (June 2018) 
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https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/epidemics/vol/22/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Epidemiology and Infection 
Volume 146 - Issue 8 - June 2018  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/epidemiology-and-infection/latest-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Ethics & International Affairs 
Spring 2018 (Issue 32.1)  March 9, 2018  
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Review 
Medical device landscape for communicable and noncommunicable diseases in low-
income countries  
Authors: Amir Sabet Sarvestani and Kathleen H. Sienko 
Citation: Globalization and Health 2018 14:65  
Published on: 4 July 2018 
Conclusion 
There is a significant mismatch between the projected global burden of disease due to NCDs 
and the relevant number of commercialized medical devices designed specifically for use in 
LICs. A limited number of commercialized devices were designed for use by non-physician 
health providers. These findings suggest the need for medical devices targeting NCDs in LICs 
and design processes that consider the broader context of design and engage stakeholders 
throughout all phases of design. 
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Gendered health systems: evidence from low- and middle-income countries  
This paper synthesises findings from nine studies focusing on four health systems domains, 
namely human resources, service delivery, governance and financing. It provides examples of 
how a gendered and/or intersectional gender approach can be applied by researchers in a 
range of low- and middle-income settings (Cambodia, Zimbabwe, Uganda, India, China, Nigeria 
and Tanzania) to issues across the health system and demonstrates that these types of analysis 
can uncover new and novel ways of viewing seemingly intractable problem. 
Authors: Rosemary Morgan, Richard Mangwi Ayiasi, Debjani Barman, Stephen Buzuzi, Charles 
Ssemugabo, Nkoli Ezumah, Asha S. George, Kate Hawkins, Xiaoning Hao, Rebecca King, 
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Priority-setting in health research in Iran: a qualitative study on barriers and 
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Humanitarian Exchange Magazine 
Number 72  July 2018 
https://odihpn.org/magazine/mental-health-and-psychosocial-support-in-humanitarian-crises/ 
Mental health and psychosocial support in humanitarian crises 
by Humanitarian Practice Network July 2018  
   This edition of Humanitarian Exchange, co-edited with Anne Harmer, Manager of Elrha’s 
Research for Health in Humanitarian Crises (R2HC) Programme, focuses on mental health and 
psychosocial support (MHPSS) in humanitarian crises. M. Claire Greene and her co-authors 
highlight opportunities for integrating MHPSS programming in humanitarian response, and 
discuss ways to overcome the challenges associated with introducing multi-sectoral 
interventions into existing systems. Davin Mpaka Mbeya and colleagues and Courtney Welton-
Mitchell and Leah Emily James share research and operational experience from the Central 
African Republic and Haiti. Catherine Panter-Brick, Jon Kurtz and Rana Dajani reflect on how 
academics and practitioners can partner effectively to produce actionable evidence in 
humanitarian settings. Alison Schafer and her co-authors make the case for scaling up MHPSS 
interventions to reach more people at lower cost. 
   Emma Soye discusses learning programmes for children in the Syrian refugee response, and 
Fiona Samuels, Nicola Jones and Bassam Abu Hamad explore adolescent girls’ psychosocial 
vulnerabilities in Gaza, Liberia and Sri Lanka. Theresa S. Betancourt’s article focuses on a 
mental health intervention for young people in Sierra Leone, and Karine Le Roche and Cecile 
Bizouerne highlight Action contre La Faim’s experience with psychosocial support as part of 
nutrition interventions for children in Nepal. Sexual and gender-based violence is addressed in 
an article by Ayesha Ahmad, Lida Ahmad and Jenevieve Mannell on story-telling as a 
therapeutic intervention in Afghanistan. 
    A series of articles explore mental health issues in the Middle East. Relinde Reiffers, Kimberly 
Stam and Suzan Mitwalli offer insights from a community support programme in the West Bank, 
Patricia Moghames, Fiona McEwen and Michael Pluess summarise findings from research with 
Syrian refugees in Lebanon, Nour Kik and Rabih El Chammay reflect on the Lebanese 
government-led MHPSS coordination mechanism and Marie Darmayan and Dia Abou Mosleh 
discuss Médecins du Monde’s support for mental health care provision in Lebanon and Iraq. To 
conclude the issue, Leslie Snider, Alison Schafer and Carina Hjelmstam Winberg summarise the 
findings from a retrospective study on Psychological First Aid, and Cecilie Dineson looks at the 
mental health needs of volunteers in humanitarian responses. 
 
 
IDRiM Journal 
Vol 7, No 2 (2017) 

https://health-policy-systems.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12961-018-0313-1
https://health-policy-systems.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12961-018-0313-1
http://muse.jhu.edu/issue/38551
https://odihpn.org/magazine/mental-health-and-psychosocial-support-in-humanitarian-crises/
https://odihpn.org/magazine/mental-health-and-psychosocial-support-in-humanitarian-crises/
http://odihpn.org/magazine/improving-humanitarian-assistance-across-sectors-through-mental-health-and-psychosocial-support
http://odihpn.org/magazine/integrating-mental-health-into-primary-healthcare-in-the-central-african-republic
http://odihpn.org/magazine/evidence-based-mental-health-integrated-disaster-preparedness-in-nepal-and-haiti
http://odihpn.org/magazine/evidence-based-mental-health-integrated-disaster-preparedness-in-nepal-and-haiti
http://odihpn.org/magazine/what-strong-partnerships-achieve-innovations-in-research-and-practice
http://odihpn.org/magazine/scalable-psychological-interventions-for-people-affected-by-adversity
http://odihpn.org/magazine/psychosocial-support-in-the-syrian-refugee-response-challenges-and-opportunities
http://odihpn.org/magazine/psychosocial-support-for-adolescent-girls-in-post-conflict-settings-a-social-and-gendered-norms-approach
https://odihpn.org/magazine/youth-forward-scaling-up-an-evidence-based-mental-health-intervention-in-sierra-leone/
http://odihpn.org/magazine/designing-and-implementing-psychosocial-interventions-for-children-with-severe-acute-malnutrition-action-contre-la-faims-experience-in-nepal
http://odihpn.org/magazine/designing-and-implementing-psychosocial-interventions-for-children-with-severe-acute-malnutrition-action-contre-la-faims-experience-in-nepal
http://odihpn.org/magazine/responding-to-trauma-during-conflict-a-case-study-of-gender-based-violence-and-traditional-story-telling-in-afghanistan
http://odihpn.org/magazine/reflections-on-a-psychosocial-community-support-programme-in-the-west-bank
http://odihpn.org/magazine/reflections-on-a-psychosocial-community-support-programme-in-the-west-bank
http://odihpn.org/magazine/mental-health-research-among-syrian-refugees-in-lebanon-challenges-and-solutions
http://odihpn.org/magazine/improving-humanitarian-crisis-response-policy-and-practice-mental-health-and-psychosocial-support-coordination-in-lebanon
http://odihpn.org/magazine/supporting-mental-health-care-provision-in-lebanon-and-iraq
http://odihpn.org/magazine/applications-of-psychological-first-aid-around-the-world-summary-of-a-five-year-retrospective
http://odihpn.org/magazine/mental-health-and-psychosocial-support-who-cares-for-the-volunteers


   

: 

http://idrimjournal.com/index.php/idrim/issue/view/18 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Infectious Agents and Cancer  
http://www.infectagentscancer.com/content 
[Accessed 7 Jul 2018] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Infectious Diseases of Poverty  
http://www.idpjournal.com/content 
[Accessed 7 Jul 2018]  
Opinion 
  |   3 July 2018  
Is onchocerciasis elimination in Africa feasible by 2025: a perspective based on 
lessons learnt from the African control programmes  
Authors: Yankum Dadzie, Uche V. Amazigo, Boakye A. Boatin and Azodoga Sékétéli 
 
 
International Health 
Volume 10, Issue 4, 1 July 2018 
http://inthealth.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Human Rights Law Review 
Volume 7, Issue 1, 2018 
http://booksandjournals.brillonline.com/content/journals/22131035/7/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Community Medicine and Public Health 
Vol 5, No 7 (2018)  July 2018 
http://www.ijcmph.com/index.php/ijcmph/issue/view/40 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Disaster Risk Reduction 
Volume 28   Pages 1-874 (June 2018) 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/22124209/27 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Epidemiology 
Volume 47, Issue 3, 1 June 2018 
https://academic.oup.com/ije/issue/47/2 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Heritage Studies 
Volume 24, Issue 8   2018 

http://idrimjournal.com/index.php/idrim/issue/view/18
http://www.infectagentscancer.com/content
http://www.idpjournal.com/content
https://idpjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s40249-018-0446-z
https://idpjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s40249-018-0446-z
http://inthealth.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
http://booksandjournals.brillonline.com/content/journals/22131035/7/1
http://www.ijcmph.com/index.php/ijcmph/issue/view/40
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/22124209/27
https://academic.oup.com/ije/issue/47/2


   

: 

http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rjhs20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Human Rights in Healthcare 
Volume 11 Issue 3  2018 
https://www.emeraldinsight.com/toc/ijhrh/11/3 
Relationship between maternal, household, and socio-economic characteristics and 
household food security in Aceh, Indonesia 
Srinita (pp. 192 - 203) 
 
 
International Journal of Infectious Diseases  
July 2018 Volume 72, p1-72  
https://www.ijidonline.com/issue/S1201-9712(18)X0006-X 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Sustainable Development & World Ecology  
Volume 25, 2018 - Issue 6 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/tsdw20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Migration Review 
Volume 52 Issue 1, Spring 2018  
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/mrx/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Intervention – Journal of Mental Health and Psychological Support in Conflict Affected Areas 
March 2018| Vol 16| Issue 1 
http://www.interventionjournal.org/currentissue.asp?sabs=n 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
JAMA  
July 3, 2018, Vol 320, No. 1, Pages 3-102  
http://jama.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx 
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Big Data and Predictive Analytics - Recalibrating Expectations  
Nilay D. Shah, PhD; Ewout W. Steyerberg, PhD; David M. Kent, MD, MS  
JAMA. 2018;320(1):27-28. doi:10.1001/jama.2018.5602  
   This Viewpoint describes 4 major barriers to useful risk prediction that may not be easily 
overcome by new methods in machine learning and, in some instances, may be more difficult to 
overcome in the era of big data. 
 
Preparing Physician-Scientists for an Evolving Research Ecosystem  
Matthew E. Hirschtritt, MD, MPH; Penny M. Heaton, MD; Thomas R. Insel, MD  
JAMA. 2018;320(1):31-32. doi:10.1001/jama.2018.4478  
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early-career physician-investigators given an always-challenging funding environment and ever-
increasing hurdles young physicians must overcome to establish a research career. 
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http://archpedi.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx 
Viewpoint 
The Challenge of Vanquishing HIV for the Next Generation—Facing the Future  
Meagan C. Fitzpatrick, PhD; Glenda E. Gray, MD; Alison P. Galvani, PhD  
JAMA Pediatr. 2018;172(7):609-610. doi:10.1001/jamapediatrics.2018.0389  
   This Viewpoint explains the financial, policy, and logistical challenges in meeting goals on 
preventing, diagnosing, and treating HIV/AIDS worldwide. 
 
Research Letter 
Solar-Powered Oxygen Delivery in Low-Resource SettingsA Randomized Clinical 
Noninferiority Trial  
Michael T. Hawkes, MD, PhD; Andrea L. Conroy, PhD; Sophie Namasopo, MBChB; et al.  
JAMA Pediatr. 2018;172(7):694-696. doi:10.1001/jamapediatrics.2018.0228  
   This randomized clinical noninferiority trial compares solar-powered oxygen delivery vs 
standard oxygen delivery using compressed oxygen cylinders among children younger than 13 
years with hypoxemic illness at 2 resource-constrained hospitals in Uganda. 
 
Association of Maternal Eligibility for the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 
Program With Citizen Children’s Participation in the Women, Infants, and Children 
Program  
Maya Venkataramani, MD, MPH; Craig Evan Pollack, MD, MHS; Lisa Ross DeCamp, MD, MSPH; 
et al.  
JAMA Pediatr. 2018;172(7):699-701. doi:10.1001/jamapediatrics.2018.0775  
  This study examines the association of maternal eligibility for Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals (DACA) immigration program with participation of citizen children in the Women, 
Infants, and Children (WIC) health care and supplemental nutrition program. 
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Volume 32  Pages 1-268 (July–August 2018) 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/journal-of-cultural-heritage/vol/32/suppl/C 
Original articles 
Architectural heritage semantic 3D documentation in multi-scale standard maps 
Original research article 
Pages 156-165 
Francesca Noardo 
Abstract 
The documentation of cultural heritage is acknowledged as a fundamental instrument to 
guarantee the monument preservation and promotion, and to educate people towards these 
aims. The recently evolved potentialities of information technologies and communication 
(standard data models, ontologies and formats, web technologies) permit the development of 
digital archives in which the information is also semantically specified in a shared and explicit 
way, so that it can be universally understood and correctly interpreted. However, some tools 
are missing for suitably archiving and communicating the architectural heritage information, 
including the representation potentialities of high-level-of-detail 3D models. A goal of this study 
is the suitable representation of both the thematic information about architectural heritage and 
its 3D geometric characteristics in an interoperable and understandable way. For this reason, 
the existing data models, available for the geometric and cartographic field, and for the cultural 
heritage domain, were considered. They are distinct standards, and some limits make them 
incomplete (in the spatial or semantic management). In this study, an extension is proposed of 
the standard data model CityGML to overcome these limits. CityGML is published by the Open 
Geospatial Consortium to represent urban objects and permits a multi-scale management of the 
information useful for the representation of architectural heritage multi-faceted, multi-temporal, 
complex knowledge. In the paper, the extension is described, and an example of its application 
on a portion of a highly detailed 3D model of a mediaeval church is presented. 
 
Review 
Recent trends in cultural heritage 3D survey: The photogrammetric computer vision 
approach 
Open access - Review article 
Pages 257-266 
Irene Aicardi, Filiberto Chiabrando, Andrea Maria Lingua, Francesca Noardo 
Abstract 
The techniques of measuring and 3D modelling based on images, as is typical in 
photogrammetry, grew in interest again in recent years, since a new generation of software 
tools has spread. These ones implement in different measure the algorithms developed by 
computer vision, increasing the automation of the standard photogrammetric process. This 
made the use of image-based approaches for 3D models reconstruction enormously increase, 
which is an essential part of the Cultural Heritage documentation and analysis processes. 
Starting from these assumptions, the aim of the paper is to evaluate what and where it is 
possible nowadays to find the main differences between photogrammetry and computer vision 
approaches and how these have to be considered in the choice of the processing technique. 
The analysis has been performed starting from a theoretical point of view in order to trace the 
main characteristics of the two methods. Moreover, in order to complete the investigation, an 
experimental part is reported on two particular cases study, considered as representative of two 
types of usually surveyed objects. The results allow to enlighten some differences between the 
two image processing approaches, in terms of accuracy and achieved products. 
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Journal of Immigrant and Minority Health  
Volume 20, Issue 4, August 2018 
https://link.springer.com/journal/10903/20/4/page/1 
Original Paper 
Injuries Among School-aged Children of Immigrants  
In response to a dearth of research on injuries among children of immigrants, this study 
examined child injury rates by immigrant generation. We used generalized estimating equations 
and nationally representative data to estimate injury risk for school-aged children of immigrants 
of different generations compared to children of native, US-born parents. After controlling for 
multiple other factors including socioeconomic status, citizenship, and children’s general health, 
both 1st and 2nd generation school-aged children had significantly lower odds of having injuries 
compared to children of natives… 
Jina Chang, Daniel P. Miller 
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Article 
“It's Like Fighting for Survival”: How Rejected Black African Asylum Seekers 
Experience Living Conditions in an Eastern German State 
Penelope Scott 
Pages: 372-390 
Published online: 22 May 2017 
 
Article 
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Comment 
Offline: Can the Global Fund survive? 
Richard Horton  
Published: 07 July 2018  [Initial text] 
   France will host the Sixth Replenishment Conference for the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, 
Tuberculosis and Malaria in 2019. The result may make or break the Global Fund. Although the 
date of the conference is not formally confirmed, it is likely to be sometime between June, 
when France will host the G7, and September (the UN General Assembly in New York). With a 
pre-replenishment conference expected around January, the investment case for donors needs 
to be ready by the end of 2018. And, with a crucial Global Fund Board meeting in November, 
there are only 4 months left to decide the broad outlines of that case. This terrifyingly narrow 
time window matters because the Fund remains uncertain about its argument for 
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replenishment. Uncertainty before one of the most important moments in the Fund's history is 
not a good place to be…. 
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Original Paper 
Advancing Survival in Nigeria: A Pre-post Evaluation of an Integrated Maternal and 
Neonatal Health Program  
Nigeria contributes more obstetric, postpartum and neonatal deaths and stillbirths globally than 
any other country. The Clinton Health Access Initiative in partnership with the Nigerian Federal 
Ministry of Health and the state Governments of Kano, Katsina, and Kaduna implemented an 
integrated Maternal and Neonatal Health program from July 2014. 
Nancy L. Sloan, Andrew Storey, Olufunke Fasawe… 
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Europe’s biggest research fund cracks down on ‘ethics dumping’  
The practice of conducting ethically dubious research in foreign countries is under fresh 
scrutiny. 
Linda Nordling 
   Ethics dumping — doing research deemed unethical in a scientist’s home country in a foreign 
setting with laxer ethical rules — will be rooted out in research funded by the European Union, 
officials announced last week. 
   Applications to the EU’s €80-billion (US$93-billion) Horizon 2020 research fund will face fresh 
levels of scrutiny to make sure that research practices deemed unethical in Europe are not 
exported to other parts of the world. Wolfgang Burtscher, the European Commission’s deputy 
director-general for research, made the announcement at the European Parliament in Brussels 
on 29 June. 
   Burtscher said that a new code of conduct developed to curb ethics dumping will soon be 
applied to all EU-funded research projects. That means applicants will be referred to the code 
when they submit their proposals, and ethics committees will use the document when 
considering grant applications… 
 
Comment | 04 July 2018  
A better measure of research from the global south  
   Funders Jean Lebel and Robert McLean describe a new tool for judging the value and validity 
of science that attempts to improve lives. 
Jean Lebel  & Robert McLean 
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The Collaborative Role of North American Departments of Pediatrics in Global Child 
Health  
Sophia P. Gladding, Patrick T. McGann, Andrea Summer, Christiana M. Russ, Omolara T. 
Uwemedimo, Martha Matamoros Aguilar, Rana Chakraborty, Molly Moore, Mary Lieh-Lai, Robert 
Opoka, Cynthia Howard, Chandy C. John, on behalf of the Global Health Task Force of the 
American Board of Pediatrics 
Pediatrics Jul 2018, 142 (1) e20172966; DOI: 10.1542/peds.2017-2966  
   In this review, we describe the collaborative role of NA pediatrics departments in GCH 
education, and clinical practice and research summarizing challenges and best practices. 
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https://link.springer.com/journal/40273/36/6/page/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
PLOS Currents: Disasters 
http://currents.plos.org/disasters/ 
[Accessed 7 Jul 2018] 
The Promotion of ‘Grab Bags’ as a Disaster Risk Reduction Strategy 
July 6, 2018 · Research Article  
Introduction: An all-of-society approach to disaster risk reduction emphasizes inclusion and 
engagement in preparedness activities. A common recommendation is to promote household 
preparedness through the preparation of a ‘grab bag’ or ‘disaster kit’, that can be used to 
shelter-in-place or evacuate. However, there are knowledge gaps related to how this strategy is 
being used around the world as a disaster risk reduction strategy, and what evidence there is to 
support recommendations. 
Methods: In this paper, we present an exploratory study undertaken to provide insight into how 
grab bag guidelines are used to promote preparedness in Canada, China, England, Japan, and 
Scotland, and supplemented by a literature review to understand existing evidence for this 
strategy. 
Results: There are gaps in the literature regarding evidence on grab bag effectiveness. We also 
found variations in how grab bag guidelines are promoted across the five case studies. 
Discussion: While there are clearly common items recommended for household grab bags (such 
as water and first aid kits), there are gaps in the literature regarding: 1) the evidence base to 
inform guidelines; 2) uptake of guidelines; and 3) to what extent grab bags reduce demands on 
essential services and improve disaster resilience. 
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PLoS One 
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[Accessed 7 Jul 2018] 
Research Article  
Evaluating the effectiveness of sexual and reproductive health services during 
humanitarian crises: A systematic review  
An estimated 32 million women and girls of reproductive age living in emergency situations, all 
of whom require sexual and reproductive health (SRH) information and services. This 
systematic review assessed the effect of SRH interventions, including the Minimum Initial 
Service Package (MISP) on a range of health outcomes from the onset of emergencies. 
Neha S. Singh, James Smith, Sarindi Aryasinghe, Rajat Khosla, Lale Say, Karl Blanchet  
Research Article | published 06 Jul 2018 PLOS ONE  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0199300  
 
Research Article  
Capacity to conduct health research among NGOs in Malawi: Diverse strengths, 
needs and opportunities for development  
The role of non-governmental organisations (NGOs) in health research has attracted growing 
attention. NGOs are important service providers and advocates in international health, and 
conducting research can help NGOs to strengthen these service delivery and advocacy activities. 
However, capacity to conduct research varies among NGOs. There is currently limited evidence 
on NGOs’ research capacity that can explain why capacity varies or indicate potential areas for 
support. We examined NGOs’ capacity to conduct research, identifying factors that affect their 
access to the funds, time and skills needed to undertake research. 
Kate Gooding, James N. Newell, Nick Emmel  
Research Article | published 05 Jul 2018 PLOS ONE  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0198721  
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Ensuring childhood vaccination among slums dwellers under the National 
Immunization Program in India - Challenges and opportunities 
Almost, one third of the world's urban population resides in slums and the number would 
double by 2030. Slums denotes collection of people from various communities having a meagre 
income and living in unhygienic conditions thus making themselves most vulnerable for 
outbreaks of communicable diseases. India contributes substantially to the global disease 
burden and under-five mortality rates i.e. 20% attributable to vaccine preventable diseases. 
Immunization plays a crucial role in combating high childhood mortality rates 
Review article 
Pages 54-60 
Sanjeev Singh, Damodar Sahu, Ashish Agrawal, Meeta Dhaval Vashi 
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Original Research 
Rehabilitation-specific challenges and advantages in the integration of migrant 
physicians in Germany: a multiperspective qualitative interview study in 
rehabilitative settings 
E. Jansen, P. Hänel, C. Klingler 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Reproductive Health 
http://www.reproductive-health-journal.com/content 
[Accessed 7 Jul 2018]  
Research 
How can collective action between government sectors to prevent child marriage be 
operationalized? Evidence from a post-hoc evaluation of an intervention in Jamui, 
Bihar and Sawai Madhopur, Rajasthan in India  
Although the need for multi-faceted and multi-sectoral approaches to address the 
multidimensional issue of child marriage is well-acknowledged, there is a dearth of documented 
experience on the process of impl...  
Authors: Venkatraman Chandra-Mouli, Marina Plesons, Alka Barua, Priyanka Sreenath and Sunil 
Mehra 
Citation: Reproductive Health 2018 15:118  
Published on: 28 June 2018 
 
 
Revista Panamericana de Salud Pública/Pan American Journal of Public Health 
(RPSP/PAJPH)  
http://www.paho.org/journal/index.php?option=com_content&view=featured&Itemid=101 
Thematic issue: Economics of NCDs 
   The global health burden of noncommunicable diseases (NCDs) is large and growing, as this 
group of diseases already accounts for 70% of total deaths. Global evidence indicates that the 
high health burden of NCDs translates into significant economic and social costs that threaten 
to diminish the quality of life of millions of individuals, impoverish families, jeopardize universal 
health coverage, and increase health disparities within and between countries. Evidence 
consistently shows that the NCD epidemic cannot be tackled through interventions and policies 
in the health sector alone. In particular, prevention measures that address NCD risk factors 
involve a range of sectors including finance, trade, education, agriculture, and transportation. 
As economics has become the common language among decision makers across sectors, it is 
imperative that health authorities leverage economic information to more effectively 
communicate the urgency of tackling NCDs and related risk factors. 
   This thematic issue of the Pan American Journal of Public Health is part of a continued 
collaboration between the Public Health Agency of Canada (PHAC) and PAHO/WHO to facilitate 
intragovernmental dialogue for a better understanding of NCD issues by making economic 
evidence available in the Americas, and to assist countries in integrating economic approaches 
into their NCD prevention and control policies. 
 
EDITORIALS 
Advancing the economics of noncommunicable diseases in the Americas 
Carissa F. Etienne 
Editorial | PDF: https://doi.org/10.26633/RPSP.2018.94 | Published 06 July 2018 
 
Building collaborations to integrate economics into noncommunicable disease action 
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Theresa Tam 
Editorial | PDF: https://doi.org/10.26633/RPSP.2018.36 | Published 06 July 2018 
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https://www.dovepress.com/risk-management-and-healthcare-policy-archive56 
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Science  
06 July 2018  Vol 361, Issue 6397 
http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl 
In Depth 
Polio outbreaks in the DRC threaten eradication effort 
By Leslie Roberts 
Science06 Jul 2018 : 10-11 Full Access 
Vaccine-derived virus spreads despite emergency response 
 
Lawmakers ask NIH and CDC charities for more on donors 
By Jeffrey Mervis 
Science06 Jul 2018 : 11-12 Restricted Access 
   Congressional panel seeks greater transparency on private donations to foundations that aid 
federal research 
 
Biologists raise alarm over changes to biopiracy rules 
By Kai Kupferschmidt 
Science06 Jul 2018 : 14 Restricted Access 
Plan would bring genetic sequences under Nagoya Protocol 
Summary 
European scientists are warning that a push to include "digital sequence information" in an 
international agreement against biopiracy could stifle research, hamper the fight against disease 
outbreaks, and even jeopardize food safety. Adopted in 2010, the Nagoya Protocol is an 
international legal framework organizing access to countries' genetic resources and the sharing 
of benefits that come out of such research. The agreement has usually been applied to physical 
samples, but a meeting in Egypt in November could extend it to cover digital sequence 
information, as well. Researchers fear that more red tape will hamper their research, while 
others argue that the inclusion is necessary to prevent biopiracy. 
Feature 
 
Hidden conflicts? 
By Charles Piller 
Science06 Jul 2018 : 16-20 Full Access 
   An investigation finds a pattern of after-the-fact compensation by pharma to those advising 
the U.S. government on drug approvals 
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Is FDA's revolving door open too wide? 
By Charles Piller 
Science06 Jul 2018 : 21 Restricted Access 
   Many FDA staff overseeing drug reviews end up working for makers of those drugs 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
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[Accessed 7 Jul 2018]  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Stanford Social Innovation Review 
Spring 2018  Volume 16, Number 2  
https://ssir.org/issue/spring_2018 
   When the founder and long-time leader of an organization is replaced by someone new, it’s 
generally thought that the founder should make a complete break so that there isn’t any 
confusion about who is in control. But recent research by The Bridgespan Group suggests that 
in the nonprofit world that may not be the best approach.  
Philanthropy & Funding 
The Civic Science Imperative  
By Elizabeth Good Christopherson, Dietram A. Scheufele & Brooke Smith  
   Philanthropy has a vital role to play in building a culture of “civic science,” in which scientists 
take active roles as citizens and citizens engage with scientific research. 
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Article  
Refugee Students in Spain: The Role of Universities as Sustainable Actors in 
Institutional Integration  
by Silvia Marcu 
Sustainability 2018, 10(6), 2082; https://doi.org/10.3390/su10062082 
Received: 30 April 2018 / Revised: 15 June 2018 / Accepted: 17 June 2018 / Published: 19 June 
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Abstract  
This article examines the role of institutions—particularly universities—in the recent refugee 
crisis. It contributes to the debate on the integration of refugees through the higher education 
system in Spain. Based on semi-structured interviews with refugees and experts in the 
institutions linked to the reception and integration of refugees, the paper presents evidence—
albeit within an under-developed field of analysis—which has strong practical and sustainable 
policy implications. I argue that expanding access to university, by recognizing refugees’ 
qualifications and their overcoming of language barriers, increases the potential of refugees to 
contribute to the socio-economic progress of the receiving country and thus avoid 
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marginalization. The evidence-based analysis of the effectiveness of the existing initiatives and 
programs for the integration of student refugees identifies challenges that still need to be 
addressed. The conclusions highlight the role of universities as sustainable actors in the 
integration of refugees, which through their programs make the reality of refugees more visible 
to other actors throughout Europe in the hope of encouraging institutions and other 
organizations to follow their lead in effective and sustainable initiatives. 
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Knowledge Management, Innovation and Big Data: Implications for Sustainability, 
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Abstract  
This Special Issue of Sustainability devoted to the topic of “Knowledge Management, Innovation 
and Big Data: Implications for Sustainability, Policy Making and Competitiveness” attracted 
exponential attention of scholars, practitioners, and policy-makers from all over the world. 
Locating themselves at the expanding cross-section of the uses of sophisticated information and 
communication technology (ICT) and insights from social science and engineering, all papers 
included in this Special Issue contribute to the opening of new avenues of research in the field 
of innovation, knowledge management, and big data. By triggering a lively debate on diverse 
challenges that companies are exposed to today, this Special Issue offers an in-depth, 
informative, well-structured, comparative insight into the most salient developments shaping 
the corresponding fields of research and policymaking. 
 
Open Access 
Article 
Does Property Rights Integrity Improve Tenure Security? Evidence from China’s 
Forest Reform  
by Yuepeng Zhou, Xianlei Ma, Dengyan Ji, Nico Heerink, Xiaoping Shi and Hongbin Liu 
Sustainability 2018, 10(6), 1956; https://doi.org/10.3390/su10061956 
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Abstract  
The purpose of this paper is to examine the impact of land property rights integrity, subdivided 
into use rights, mortgage rights, and transfer rights, on household perceptions of long-term 
tenure security in China. To this end, we establish a theoretical framework that links China’s 
collective forest tenure reforms undertaken since 2003 to property rights integrity and two 
sources of tenure (in)security based on property rights theory: forestland reallocation and 
expropriation. Probit models are applied in the empirical analysis to household data collected in 
Jiangxi province in 2011 and 2013. The results indicate that household perceptions of tenure 
insecurity resulting from forestland reallocation expectations are affected by transfer rights, 
whereas household perceptions of insecurity resulting from forestland expropriation 
expectations are not affected by forestland rights. We thus suggest that it is crucial for 
policymakers to identify the sources of local property rights insecurity before they take steps to 
strengthen land tenure security. This paper contributes to the available literature on the 
relationship between property rights integrity and tenure security by identifying different 
sources of tenure insecurity, emphasizing the effect of property rights integrity on long-term 
tenure security, and taking into account the potential endogeneity problem. 
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Open Access 
Article  
Finding CreativeVoice: Applying Arts-Based Research in the Context of Biodiversity 
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Abstract  
The integration of creative arts–based methods into scientific research offers a host of 
advantages, including the ability to capture the complex texture of lived experience, explore 
interconnections between nature and culture, support nonhierarchical relations, and 
communicate insights in engaging and empowering new ways. In this article, we describe a 
new method—CreativeVoice—integrating the creative arts and qualitative research, which we 
developed and applied in a context of pursuing community-based conservation of agricultural 
biodiversity. We developed CreativeVoice as an integrative method to help us understand the 
local contexts, cultures, and perspectives from community members of different ages and 
genders, in two contrasting farming communities in Oaxaca, Mexico. CreativeVoice effectively 
adapts and extends the Photovoice method so as to retain its benefits but address some of its 
limitations. This includes allowing participants to choose a genre of artistic expression 
connected to their own specific individual or cultural contexts and providing the capacity to 
move beyond capturing present-day realities to directly bring in connections to the past and 
visions for the future. This article describes both the CreativeVoice approach and the significant 
value of integrating arts-based methods into research for advancing sustainability 
 
Open Access 
Article  
Bridging Humanitarian Responses and Long-Term Development through 
Transformative Changes—Some Initial Reflections from the World Bank’s Adaptive 
Social Protection Program in the Sahel  
by Christophe Béné, Alex Cornelius and Fanny Howland 
Sustainability 2018, 10(6), 1697; https://doi.org/10.3390/su10061697 
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May 2018 
Abstract  
In the context of increasing climate-related extreme events and other crises, the concept of 
adaptive social protection (ASP) has been recognized as a potentially effective policy response 
to reduce the impacts of these shocks and stressors on vulnerable households. The concept is 
currently being tested at scale by the World Bank in six countries in the Sahel region. Based on 
conceptual considerations, this paper aims to address three questions: How and to what extent 
can adaptive social protection be considered transformative? Where does this concept sit along 
the humanitarian–development continuum? And, how does it relate to resilience? To answer 
these questions the paper draws on the authors’ exposure to the on-going World Bank ASP 
program, as well as documents derived from the emerging body of literature on climate- and 
shock-responsive social protection. Drawing on these different materials the paper first 
demonstrates that ASP can effectively be considered as a transformative intervention at two 
different levels: at the system level and at the beneficiaries’ level. The paper also shows how, 
through its activities designed to strengthen households’ adaptive capacity, an ASP program can 
contribute to building resilience beyond the short-term coping strategies which humanitarian 
interventions generally focus on. As such ASP covers a larger spectrum along the humanitarian–
development continuum than most other interventions proposed in the context of shock-
responsive interventions 

http://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/10/6/1778
http://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/10/6/1778
http://www.mdpi.com/search?authors=Flor%20Rivera%20Lopez&orcid=0000-0003-0776-1323
http://www.mdpi.com/search?authors=Fern%20Wickson&orcid=0000-0002-2841-4155
http://www.mdpi.com/search?authors=Vera%20%20Helene%20Hausner&orcid=
https://doi.org/10.3390/su10061778
http://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/10/6/1697
http://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/10/6/1697
http://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/10/6/1697
http://www.mdpi.com/search?authors=Christophe%20B%C3%A9n%C3%A9&orcid=
http://www.mdpi.com/search?authors=Alex%20Cornelius&orcid=
http://www.mdpi.com/search?authors=Fanny%20Howland&orcid=0000-0002-0778-2741
https://doi.org/10.3390/su10061697


   

: 

 
 
Systematic Reviews  
https://systematicreviewsjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles 
[Accessed 7 Jul 2018]  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Torture Journal 
Volume 28 - Issue No. 1  
https://irct.org/publications/torture-journal/141 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Trauma, Violence, & Abuse 
Volume 19, Issue 3, July 2018  
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/tvaa/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Travel Medicine and Infectious Diseases 
May-June, 2018  Volume 23  
http://www.travelmedicinejournal.com/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Tropical Medicine & International Health 
Volume 23, Issue 7  Pages: i-iv, 691-813  July 2018 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13653156/current 
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Prevalence and clinical profile of rotavirus A infection among diarrhoeal children and 
phylogenetic analysis with vaccine strains in Chengdu, West China, 2009–2014  
Yu‐Hang Chen, Fan Chen, Tao Zhou, Jia‐Yi Chen, Tian‐Li Zheng, Xin Xu, Xiao‐Fang Pei 
Pages: 704-713 
First Published: 19 May 2018 
 
 
UN Chronicle 
Vol. LV No. 1 2018   March 2018  
http://unchronicle.un.org/ 
The Quest for Water 
   “The Quest for Water” focuses on ensuring availability and sustainable management of water 
for all. The articles explore important issues such as ecosystems in the global water cycle and 
the role of gender and social inclusion in achieving the water-related goals and targets. This 
issue of the digital magazine of the UN system “buoys” the launch of the International Decade 
for Action, “Water for Sustainable Development” 
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Article 
Social support and school outcomes of adolescents orphaned and made vulnerable 
by HIV/AIDS living in South Western Uganda 
Hadiza L. Osuji, Proscovia Nabunya, William Byansi, Tyrone M. Parchment, Fred Ssewamala, 
Mary M. McKay & Keng-Yen Huang 
Pages: 228-238 
Published online: 23 Feb 2018 
 
Article 
HIV-related stigma and the psychosocial well-being of children orphaned by AIDS: a 
systematic review 
Zeenat Yassin, Charlene Erasmus & José Frantz 
Pages: 247-258 
Published online: 30 Mar 2018 
 
 
World Heritage Review  
http://whc.unesco.org/en/review/84/ 
n°87 - May 2018 
World Heritage and illicit trade  
   The illicit trafficking of cultural objects depletes cultures of their identity and contributes to 
lucrative unlawful trade, which helps to finance terrorism and organized crime. It is a problem 
that has been growing surreptitiously across the globe. As just one example, since 2011, 
approximately 25 per cent of Syria’s archaeological sites have been pillaged. Objects from 
conflict regions, including from Iraq, Syria, Libya, Yemen and Mali are circulating on the black 
market and are already in unscrupulous hands. 
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