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:::::: 
::::::  
 
Human Rights – Children and Armed Conflict 
 
Annual Report: Children Faced with Unspeakable Violence in Conflict as Number of 
Grave Violations Increased in 2017 
Press Release 
New York, 27 June 2018 – The number of children affected by armed conflict and the severity 
of grave violations affecting them increased in the past year, concludes the annual report of the 
Secretary-General on children and armed conflict released today. 
 
“The report details the unspeakable violence children have been faced with, and shows how in 
too many conflict situations, parties to conflict have an utter disregard for any measures that 
could contribute to shielding the most vulnerable from the impact of war,” the Special 
Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict, Ms. Virginia Gamba, 
declared. 
 
Over 21,000 grave violations of children’s rights have been verified by the United Nations from 
January to December 2017, an unacceptable increase from previous years (15,500 in 2016). 
 
The crises unfolding in the Central African Republic (CAR), the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo (DRC), Myanmar, South Sudan, Syria and Yemen brought about serious increases in 
verified grave violations. In Syria, children have suffered the highest number of verified 
violations ever recorded in the country. In the Democratic Republic of the Congo, crises in the 
Kasais led to an eightfold increase of attacks on schools and hospitals (515). In a despicable 
trend, almost half of the 881 verified child casualties in Nigeria resulted from suicide attacks, 
including the use of children as human bombs. 
 
Over 10,000 children were killed or maimed in 2017 with numbers growing substantially in Iraq 
and Myanmar, while remaining unacceptably high in Afghanistan and Syria. 
 
“When your own house or your school can be attacked without qualms, when traditional safe-
havens become targets, how can boys and girls escape the brutality of war?,” Virginia Gamba, 
declared. “This shows a blatant disregard for international law by parties to conflict, making 
civilians, especially children, increasingly vulnerable to violence, use and abuse,” she added… 
 
 
Children and Armed Conflict (CAAC) Report  
Report of the Secretary General 
A/72/865–S/2018/465 
16 May 2018 :: 42 pages 
[Excerpt] 
IV. Recommendations  
253. I am deeply concerned by the scale and severity of grave violations against children 
outlined in the present report, including high levels of killing and maiming, recruitment and use, 
sexual violence and abductions, and call upon all parties to immediately end and take all 
necessary measures to prevent such grave violations, including through ensuring accountability 
for perpetrators.  
 
254. I urge Member States, whether acting alone or as part of coalitions or international forces, 
to ensure that their responses to all threats to peace and security are conducted in full 

https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/children-faced-with-unspeakable-violence-in-conflict-as-number-of-grave-violations-increased-in-2017/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/children-faced-with-unspeakable-violence-in-conflict-as-number-of-grave-violations-increased-in-2017/
http://undocs.org/s/2018/465
http://undocs.org/s/2018/465
http://undocs.org/s/2018/465
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compliance with international law. Children formerly associated with armed forces or groups 
should be seen primarily as victims and detention should only be used as a last resort, for the 
shortest period of time, and alternatives to detention should be prioritized whenever possible.  
 
255. I call upon Member States to continue supporting the implementation of action plans and 
other commitments aimed at strengthening the protection of children in armed conflict, 
including by facilitating the engagement of the United Nations with armed groups.  
 
256. In view of the continuing high levels of cross-border recruitment and the subsequent 
challenges in terms of the repatriation and reintegration of children separated from armed 
forces or groups, I call upon Member States and regional and subregional organizations to 
engage closely with the United Nations in order to ensure a coordinated response based on 
international law and keeping in mind the best interest of the child.  
 
257. I encourage Member States, as well as regional and subregional organizations, to further 
strengthen dedicated child protection capacities and to engage with the United Nations to 
prioritize the development of tools to forestall grave violations, including through the adoption 
of prevention plans aimed at systematizing preventive measures.  
 
258. I call upon the Security Council to continue to support the children and armed conflict 
agenda by including provisions for the protection of children in all relevant mandates of United 
Nations peace operations and to request adequate child protection capacity in order to 
mainstream child protection, conduct dialogue on action plans, release and reintegrate children 
and further strengthen monitoring and reporting.  
 
259. I enjoin the donor community to engage in a discussion to address the funding gaps for 
the reintegration of children recruited and used and to support the establishment of a multi-
year funding mechanism, thereby allowing child protection actors to react swiftly to the release 
of children and put in place long-term viable alternatives to military life, notably by placing a 
specific focus on girls, on psychosocial support and on education programmes and vocational 
training.  
 
260. I welcome all steps taken to ensure full compliance with international humanitarian law, 
human rights law and refugee law, and call upon Member States to further strengthen the 
protection of children in armed conflict, including through ratification of the Optional Protocol to 
the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict as 
well as the endorsement and implementation of the Paris Commitments to protect children from 
unlawful recruitment or use by armed forces or groups, the Principles and Guidelines on 
Children Associated with Armed Forces or Armed Groups (Paris Principles) and the Safe Schools 
Declaration. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Humanitarian Response – “Faith-Sensitive” Guidance   
 
A Faith-Sensitive Approach in Humanitarian Response: Guidance on Mental Health 
and Psychosocial Programming  
The Lutheran World Federation and Islamic Relief Worldwide (2018) :: 88 pages 
Project Advisory Group Members: Church of Sweden, HIAS, IFRC Reference Centre for 
Psychosocial Support, UNHCR, World Vision, independent advisors 

https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/node/22264/view
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/node/22264/view


   

: 

Project field-testing agencies: Christian Aid Nigeria, HIAS Kenya, HIAS Chad, IR Jordan, IR 
Kenya, IR Lebanon, IR Nepal, LWF Kenya, LWF Nepal, LWF Jordan 
ISBN: 978-2-940459-82-7 
Introduction 
Humanitarian agencies have become increasingly aware of the importance of religion in the 
lives of those they seek to assist and of the potential value of more effective engagement with 
local faith actors in humanitarian settings. Equally, however, there is concern about how to 
address these issues in a way that does not threaten humanitarian principles of impartiality and 
neutrality, nor risk heightening any existing religious tensions. 
 
This guidance has been developed to provide practical support to those involved in planning 
humanitarian programming who seek to be more sensitive to the faith perspectives and 
resources of the communities within which they are working. It focuses particularly on the 
programming area of mental health and psychosocial support (MHPSS), but in a manner that 
seeks to provide pointers for more faith-sensitive humanitarian programming overall. 
 
The guidance is closely aligned with the existing IASC Guidelines on Mental Health and 
Psychosocial Support in Emergency Settings (2007). The IASC MHPSS Guidelines are a familiar 
framework for most global humanitarian actors. By developing faith-sensitive guidance within 
this structure, we aim to provide for a consistent approach of value to both faith-based and 
non-faith-based actors. The focus throughout is on the faith and resources of communities 
impacted by humanitarian emergencies, not on the faith tradition (or not) of humanitarian 
providers. 
 
Using the structure of the IASC MHPSS Guidelines also ensures a suitably broad perspective 
on how faith impacts on wellbeing and mechanisms of support in humanitarian settings – at the 
level of organisations, communities, families and individuals. The guidance relates both to the 
spiritual nurture of individuals, families and communities and to the engagement of local faith 
communities and religious leaders during humanitarian emergencies. The guidance has been 
developed at a time when there is increasing commitment to the localisation of humanitarian 
response. While there is consideration given to how local faith actors can be helpful in delivery 
of international agency programmes, there is greater emphasis on how to establish partnerships 
such that local capacities and perspectives genuinely shape programming. 
 
The guidance has been drafted with a view to strengthening psychosocial support by securing 
more effective engagement with the faith resources of individuals and communities. However, 
while religion can be a powerful source of coping and resilience, it may also be used to promote 
harmful practices or undermine humanitarian programming efforts. The guidance therefore 
seeks to guide humanitarian actors in weighing strategies of local faith engagement in a 
manner fully mindful of the “do no harm” imperative. This invariably will involve developing 
a deeper contextual understanding of the role of religion and religious actors in a humanitarian 
setting. 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Human Rights – Sexual and Reproductive Health 
 
Featured Journal Content 
 
The Lancet 
Jun 30, 2018 Volume 391 Number 10140 p2575-2692  
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https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/issue/current 
The Lancet Commissions 
Accelerate progress—sexual and reproductive health and rights for all: report of the 
Guttmacher–Lancet Commission 
Ann M Starrs, Alex C Ezeh, Gary Barker, Alaka Basu, Jane T Bertrand, Robert Blum, Awa M Coll-
Seck, Anand Grover, Laura Laski, Monica Roa, Zeba A Sathar, Lale Say, Gamal I Serour, 
Susheela Singh, Karin Stenberg, Marleen Temmerman, Ann Biddlecom, Anna Popinchalk, 
Cynthia Summers, Lori S Ashford 
Key messages 
:: Sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR) are essential for sustainable development 
because of their links to gender equality and women's wellbeing, their impact on maternal, 
newborn, child, and adolescent health, and their roles in shaping future economic development 
and environmental sustainability. 
:: Everyone has a right to make decisions that govern their bodies, free of stigma, 
discrimination, and coercion. These decisions include those related to sexuality, reproduction, 
and the use of sexual and reproductive health services. 
:: SRHR information and services should be accessible and affordable to all individuals who 
need them regardless of their age, marital status, socioeconomic status, race or ethnicity, 
sexual orientation, or gender identity. 
:: The necessary investments in SRHR per capita are modest and are affordable for most low-
income and middle-income countries. Less-developed countries will face funding gaps, however, 
and will continue to need external assistance. 
:: Countries should incorporate the essential services defined in this report into universal health 
coverage, paying special attention to the poorest and most vulnerable people. 
:: Countries must also take actions beyond the health sector to change social norms, laws, and 
policies to uphold human rights. The most crucial reforms are those that promote gender 
equality and give women greater control over their bodies and lives. 

 
Executive summary 
Sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR) are fundamental to people's 
health and survival, to economic development, and to the wellbeing of humanity. 
Several decades of research have shown—and continue to show—the profound and 
measurable benefits of investment in sexual and reproductive health. Through 
international agreements, governments have committed to such investment. Yet progress has 
been stymied because of weak political commitment, inadequate resources, persistent 
discrimination against women and girls, and an unwillingness to address issues related to 
sexuality openly and comprehensively. 
 
Health and development initiatives, including the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 
and the movement toward universal health coverage, typically focus on particular components 
of SRHR: contraception, maternal and newborn health, and HIV/AIDS. Countries around the 
world have made remarkable gains in these areas over the past few decades, but the gains 
have been inequitable among and within countries, and services have often fallen short in 
coverage and quality. Moreover, in much of the world, people have insufficient access to a full 
set of sexual and reproductive health services, and their sexual and reproductive rights are not 
respected or protected. Acceleration of progress therefore requires adoption of a more holistic 
view of SRHR and tackling of neglected issues, such as adolescent sexuality, gender-based 
violence, abortion, and diversity in sexual orientations and gender identities. 
 
Progress in SRHR requires confrontation of the barriers embedded in laws, policies, the 
economy, and in social norms and values—especially gender inequality—that prevent people 
from achieving sexual and reproductive health. Improvement of people's wellbeing depends on 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/issue/current
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(18)30293-9/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(18)30293-9/fulltext
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individuals' being able to make decisions about their own sexual and reproductive lives and 
respecting the decisions of others. In other words, achieving sexual and reproductive health 
rests on realising sexual and reproductive rights, many of which are often overlooked—eg, the 
right to control one's own body, define one's sexuality, choose one's partner, and receive 
confidential, respectful, and high-quality services. 
 
The evidence presented in this report reveals the scope of the unfinished SRHR 
agenda. Each year in developing regions, more than 30 million women do not give 
birth in a health facility, more than 45 million have inadequate or no antenatal care, 
and more than 200 million women want to avoid pregnancy but are not using 
modern contraception. Each year worldwide, 25 million unsafe abortions take place, 
more than 350 million men and women need treatment for one of the four curable 
sexually transmitted infections (STIs), and nearly 2 million people become newly 
infected with HIV. Additionally, at some point in their lives nearly one in three 
women experience intimate partner violence or non-partner sexual violence. 
Ultimately, almost all 4·3 billion people of reproductive age worldwide will have 
inadequate sexual and reproductive health services over the course of their lives. 
 
Other sexual and reproductive health conditions remain less well known but are also potentially 
devastating for individuals and families. Between 49 million and 180 million couples worldwide 
might be affected by infertility, for which services are mainly available only to the wealthy. An 
estimated 266 000 women die annually from cervical cancer even though it is almost entirely 
preventable. Men also suffer from conditions, such as STIs and prostate cancer, that go 
undetected and untreated because of social stigma and norms about masculinity that 
discourage them from seeking health care. 
 
This report proposes a comprehensive and integrated definition of SRHR and 
recommends an essential package of SRHR services and information that should be 
universally available. The package is consistent with, but broader than, the sexual and 
reproductive health targets of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. Our 
recommended package includes the commonly recognised components of sexual and 
reproductive health—ie, contraceptive services, maternal and newborn care, and prevention and 
treatment of HIV/AIDS. Additionally, the package includes less commonly provided 
components: care for STIs other than HIV; comprehensive sexuality education; safe abortion 
care; prevention, detection, and counselling for gender-based violence; prevention, detection, 
and treatment of infertility and cervical cancer; and counselling and care for sexual health and 
wellbeing. Recognising that many countries are not prepared to provide the full spectrum of 
services, we recommend that governments commit to achieving universal access to SRHR and 
to making continual and steady progress, regardless of their starting point. 
 
Our assessment of the costs of the major components of sexual and reproductive health 
services for which cost data are available shows that meeting all needs for these services would 
be affordable for most countries. The cost of meeting all women's needs for contraceptive, 
maternal, and newborn care is estimated to be on average US$9 per capita annually in 
developing regions. The investments would also yield enormous returns; evidence shows that 
access to sexual and reproductive health services saves lives, improves health and wellbeing, 
promotes gender equality, increases productivity and household income, and has 
multigenerational benefits by improving children's health and wellbeing. These benefits pay 
dividends over many years and make it easier to achieve other development goals. 
 
The means and knowledge—in the form of global guidelines, protocols, technology, 
and evidence of best practices—are available to ensure that all people receive the 
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confidential, respectful, and high-quality sexual and reproductive health services 
they need. Successful interventions have been piloted in many low-income and middle-income 
countries, some of which are highlighted in this report, but many effective approaches have not 
been implemented on a wide scale. Thus, civil society groups and others committed to 
advancing SRHR must work across sectors, and they must hold governments accountable to 
their commitments not only to improve health but also to uphold human rights. 
  
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Heritage Stewardship 
 
A Global Offer to Reduce Deforestation: $5 Billion a Year for 20 Years 
Center for Global Development    
Michele de Nevers  
June 27, 2018 
When it comes to measuring development impacts, nothing beats forests. With ever-improving 
satellite monitoring technology, measuring global forest cover is each year easier, cheaper, and 
more accurate. Which means that—whatever you want to call it (pay for performance, results-
based aid)—rewarding tropical forest countries for preserving their forests, and for their climate 
and development benefits, is becoming easier and more accurate. 
 
But until now a large-scale, simple program to reward tropical forest countries for 
their performance, based on satellite data like the Forest Conservation Performance 
Rating, has not been established. Why?   
 
One of the primary reasons: not enough money. Most results-based payments to reward 
reduced deforestation come from aid money, official development assistance (ODA). But there 
are dozens of competing high priority uses for ODA. And when ODA funds are used for rewards 
payments, donors are tempted to treat results programs like donor assistance and attach 
conditions to how the results are achieved and how the reward payments are utilized, or to 
“aidify” the results-based payment program. 
 
But what if there was a huge endowment or sovereign wealth fund whose 
investment returns could be used to pay tropical forest countries for their results in 
reducing deforestation?  
 
That is the thinking behind a new CGD financing scheme—the Tropical Forest Finance Facility. 
In 2014 Ken Lay, the former Treasurer and VP of the World Bank, came to CGD with an idea to 
raise substantial funding for a forest performance payments system. With generous assistance 
from the Rockefeller Foundation and from Norwegian Norad, a CGD-based team fleshed out the 
idea and consulted with finance, development, climate and forest experts in more than a dozen 
forest and donor countries. These ideas are now set out in a series of CGD policy and working 
papers. 
 
What is the new idea? 
The basic idea is simple but novel: the Tropical Forest Finance Facility (TFFF) would create a 
pay-for-performance financing mechanism that would operate like an endowment or multilateral 
sovereign wealth fund; the net returns on the investment of the TFFF’s capital would be 
awarded to tropical forest countries based on measured results in protecting their natural 
forests. Rather than competing for scarce donor funding, the TFFF would be capitalized by low-

https://www.cgdev.org/blog/global-offer-reduce-deforestation-5-billion-year-20-years
https://www.cgdev.org/topics/forest-monitoring-action
https://www.cgdev.org/topics/forest-monitoring-action
https://www.cgdev.org/topics/forest-monitoring-action
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/creating-multilateral-wealth-fund-global-public-good-proposal-tropical-forest-finance
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/tropical-forest-finance-facility
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/creating-multilateral-wealth-fund-global-public-good-proposal-tropical-forest-finance
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cost loans. Once the capital is raised, investments would be managed by a team of professional 
asset management experts and performance assessment would be overseen by forest experts. 
 
To capitalize the TFFF, contributions would not come from ODA or other government budgets. 
Rather, investor countries, philanthropies, or private investors would provide loans or draw on 
endowments or reserve funds to capitalize the TFFF. We propose an initial target size of $100 
billion for the TFFF. 
 
The low-cost funds used to capitalize the TFFF would be invested over a long-time horizon in a 
diversified, endowment-like portfolio of relatively riskier assets with higher expected returns, 
like the portfolios of major universities, endowments, and foundations. Investors would be paid 
debt service on their loans annually from the fund’s returns and would redeem their initial 
capital when the fund is unwound after 20 years 
 
The returns on the fund, after paying costs, would accrue to tropical forest countries that 
successfully protect their forest resources. Based on historic returns, a fund of $100 billion could 
generate approximately $5 billion a year in potential performance awards—a significant 
incentive even for large forest countries. 
 
Success in maintaining tropical forests would be assessed as simply as possible, primarily 
through breakthrough technology in annual satellite monitoring, and would be transparent, 
public, and independently verified. Performance would be assessed based on a combination of 
(1) a country’s performance in maintaining forests or reducing deforestation against a 
benchmark, and (2) its share of global tropical forests. The TFFF’s governance would be 
modeled on the governance of sovereign wealth funds and not on international climate funds 
such as the Green Climate Fund or the Climate Investment funds. 
 
Why forests? 
Tropical forests contribute to more than 10 of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs.) As a 
recent CGD book Why Forests? Why Now? explains, forests provide incomes to rural 
communities, protect watersheds, capture and store carbon from the atmosphere, and increase 
resilience to extreme weather events. 
 
Deforestation in many developing countries has been increasing, the result of seemingly 
compelling economic incentives—at least for those controlling land. A significant incentive to 
take the difficult steps necessary to end deforestation is needed. The idea of results-based 
payments to protect forests is enshrined in the 2015 UNFCCC Paris Agreement, which lays out 
the parameters for Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation, or REDD+. 
Forests lend themselves to a pay-for-performance funding approach because recent advances 
in satellite monitoring technology make the measurement of results—maintaining natural 
forests or reducing deforestation against a benchmark—relatively straightforward, transparent, 
and consistent. 
 
We are pleased that the World Bank is exploring the possibility to take the TFFF ideas forward. 
This is similar to the process that brought the idea of an Advanced Market Commitment, 
nurtured at CGD in this 2005 report, from endorsement by the G7 summit in L’Aquila, Abruzzo, 
Italy, to implementation by the World Bank, eventually leading to the production and 
distribution of the pneumococcal vaccine that saved millions of children’s lives in developing 
countries. 
 
The idea is bigger than forests 

https://www.cgdev.org/publication/creating-multilateral-wealth-fund-global-public-good-proposed-financing-strategy
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/creating-multilateral-wealth-fund-global-public-good-proposed-approach-assessing
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/creating-multilateral-wealth-fund-global-public-good-governance-arrangements
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/why-forests-why-now-science-economics-and-politics-tropical-forests-and-climate-change
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/english_paris_agreement.pdf
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/9781933286020-making-markets-vaccines-ideas-action
https://www.cgdev.org/article/g7-pilot-advance-market-commitment-vaccines
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The TFFF funding model could be attractive in other sectors and to a wider group of investors, 
such as impact investors or philanthropic foundations, many of whom are looking to link their 
endowment investments to their broader mission. These kinds of organizations could provide 
extremely low-cost loans from their sizeable endowments. 
 
The TFFF model is an interesting new financing mechanism. If it works, it could make possible a 
new approach to mobilizing international financing to conserve forests, and perhaps eventually 
to support the SDGs and other global public goods… 
 
:::::: 
 
Roadmap to Financing Deforestation-Free Commodities 
World Economic Forum- TFA2020 
White paper – Jun 2018 :: 30 pages 
PDF: https://www.tfa2020.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/The-Roadmap-to-Financing-
Deforestation-Free-Commodities.pdf 
The World Economic Forum is pleased to acknowledge and thank PwC for the development of 
this White Paper and convening the Expert Working Group, without whom the work on The 
Roadmap to Financing Deforestation-Free Commodities would not have been possible. 
 
Press Release 
Financial Institutions Pressed to Support Businesses Tackling Deforestation as 
Governments Worldwide Tighten Land-Use Policies  
28 Jun 2018 
· Banks, lenders and investors in a $941 billion industry risk exposure from commodities linked 
to illegal or unsustainable deforestation – a major cause of climate change 
· New report urges financial institutions to support efforts to remove deforestation from value 
chains as business and governments tighten policies on agriculture and land-use 
· The Roadmap to Financing Deforestation-Free Commodities report shows how financial 
institutions must adapt to a changing regulatory and market landscape post-Paris Agreement  
 
Oslo, Norway, 28 June 2018 – Financial institutions must back companies that are removing 
unsustainable and illegal deforestation from their value chains or risk saddling themselves with 
unprofitable clients and stranded assets, a new report launched at the Oslo Tropical Forest 
Forum warns.  
 
The Tropical Forest Alliance (TFA 2020), a partnership hosted by the World Economic Forum, 
says that banks, lenders and investors must support efforts by agriculture producers, traders 
and consumer-facing companies to end deforestation, a major cause of climate change.  
 
Its new report, Roadmap to Financing Deforestation-Free Commodities, says that the economics 
of this industry is worth over $941 billion a year and could fundamentally change as businesses 
and governments ramp up their ambitions after the Paris Agreement on climate change.  
Governments are deploying more stringent land-use regulations to end deforestation in 
countries such as Brazil and Indonesia. Businesses – particularly large consumer brands or 
those facing shareholder pressure – are also tightening policies in the supply chains of beef, 
soy, paper and pulp and palm oil, the four commodities that are behind half of all agricultural-
driven land clearance and deforestation.  
 
“These risks are largely unknown and unmanaged by financial institutions,” said Marco Albani, 
Director of the TFA 2020. “But they could radically change an unsustainable means of 
production through practices such as disclosure policies on deforestation in their investment 

https://www.weforum.org/whitepapers/the-roadmap-to-financing-deforestation-free-commodities
https://www.tfa2020.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/The-Roadmap-to-Financing-Deforestation-Free-Commodities.pdf
https://www.tfa2020.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/The-Roadmap-to-Financing-Deforestation-Free-Commodities.pdf
https://www.weforum.org/press/2018/06/financial-institutions-pressed-to-support-businesses-tackling-deforestation-as-governments-worldwide-tighten-land-use-policies
https://www.weforum.org/press/2018/06/financial-institutions-pressed-to-support-businesses-tackling-deforestation-as-governments-worldwide-tighten-land-use-policies
https://www.weforum.org/whitepapers/the-roadmap-to-financing-deforestation-free-commodities
https://www.norad.no/en/front/events/oslo-tropical-forest-forum-2018/
https://www.norad.no/en/front/events/oslo-tropical-forest-forum-2018/
https://www.tfa2020.org/
https://www.weforum.org/whitepapers/the-roadmap-to-financing-deforestation-free-commodities
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portfolios, improved data gathering and monitoring techniques and improved environmental, 
social and governance structures.”  
 
The TFA 2020, hosted by the World Economic Forum, is working with more than 60 global 
businesses – alongside over 80 governments, international organizations, civil society and non-
governmental organizations – to support their efforts to stop deforestation in their supply 
chains… 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Emergencies 
 
POLIO   
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
Polio this week as of 26 June 2018 [GPEI] 
:: The Republic of Korea becomes the first donor to support polio outbreak response in the 
Horn of Africa.  
 
Summary of newly-reported viruses this week:  
DRC : Three cVDPV cases type 2 
Papua New Guinea: One  cVDPV case type 1  
Somalia: One cVDPV case combining type 2 and type 3 and, two cVDPV cases type 3 
 
Papua New Guinea confirms poliovirus outbreak, launches response   
   PORT MORESBY, 25 June 2018 - The National Department of Health of Papua New Guinea 
and the World Health Organization (WHO) today confirmed that the strain of poliovirus first 
detected in a child from Morobe Province in April is now circulating in the same community. 
   The one confirmed case is a 6-year-old boy with lower limb weakness, first detected on 28 
April 2018. A vaccine-derived poliovirus type 1 (VDPV1) had been isolated as the cause of the 
paralysis on 21 May 2018. 
   On 22 June 2018, the United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention confirmed 
that the same virus was also isolated from stool specimens of two healthy children from the 
same community. This means that the virus is circulating in the community—representing an 
outbreak of the virus. 
   “We are deeply concerned about this polio case in Papua New Guinea, and the fact that the 
virus is circulating,” said Pascoe Kase, Secretary of the National Department of Health (NDOH). 
“Our immediate priority is to respond and prevent more children from being infected.”… 
Public health response 
   Outbreak response activities are ongoing in Morobe Province. Experts from the NDOH, Papua 
New Guinea’s Central Public Health Laboratory, Provincial Health Authorities, UNICEF and WHO 
have conducted field missions to undertake clinical investigation, house-to-house surveys, 
sample collection and contact tracing. 
   The team also collected stool specimens from family members of the patient and from the 
community. A “mop up” immunization campaign was done in the community targeting children 
under 15 years old. To date, 845 children from the Lufa Mountain Settlement have been 
vaccinated… 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies  [to 30 Jun 2018] 

http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
http://polioeradication.org/news-post/republic-of-korea-becomes-first-donor-to-support-polio-outbreak-response-in-horn-of-africa/
http://www.wpro.who.int/papuanewguinea/mediacentre/releases/20180725/en/
http://www.who.int/hac/donorinfo/g3_contributions/en/
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The Syrian Arab Republic  
:: Syria crisis - SOUTHERN SYRIA UPDATE  Issue 1 - 26-28 June 2018 
 
Iraq  - No new announcements identified 
Nigeria  - No new announcements identified 
South Sudan  - Webpage not responding at inquiry 
Yemen  - No new announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
[Several emergency pages were not available at inquiry] 
Myanmar   
:: Additional workforce added to Cox’s Bazar hospital to strengthen Rohingya refugee response 
   Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh, 21 June 2018: To strengthen health services for Rohingya refugees 
and their host communities in Cox’s Bazar, additional health workforce has been added to the 
district hospital here, the only facility providing referral services to nearly 1.3 million vulnerable 
population at increased risk of diseases in the ongoing rainy season. 
   “The additional staff will help augment service delivery at the hospital as we seek to enhance 
capacities to treat acute watery diarrhoea cases, in addition to trauma and obstetric care,” said 
Dr Bardan Jung Rana, WHO Representative to Bangladesh.  
   With funding from the King Salman Humanitarian Aid and Relief Centre (KSrelief), 86 
additional staff including 25 medical officers and 40 nurses, have been hired by the Ministry of 
Health and Family Welfare for the Sadar district hospital… 
 
Cameroon  - No new announcements identified  
Central African Republic  - No new announcements identified. 
Democratic Republic of the Congo  - No new announcements identified  
Ethiopia  - No new announcements identified. 
Libya - No new announcements identified. 
Niger  - No new announcements identified. 
Ukraine - No new announcements identified. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – L3 Emergencies 
The UN and its humanitarian partners are currently responding to three 'L3' emergencies. This 
is the global humanitarian system's classification for the response to the most severe, large-
scale humanitarian crises.  
Yemen   
:: Yemen: Al Hudaydah Update Situation Report No. 6, 27 June 2018 
 
Syrian Arab Republic  - No new announcements identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Corporate Emergencies 
When the USG/ERC declares a Corporate Emergency Response, all OCHA offices, branches and 
sections provide their full support to response activities both at HQ and in the field. 
Ethiopia  - No new announcements identified. 
Somalia   - No new announcements identified. 

http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/syr/en/index.html
file:///C:/Users/ge2p2global/Dropbox/CVEP%20-%20Vax%20Week/Syria%20crisis
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/irq/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/hac/crises/nga/en/
http://www.who.int/hac/crises/ssd/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/yem/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/hac/donorinfo/g3_contributions/en/
http://www.who.int/hac/crises/mmr/en/
http://www.searo.who.int/bangladesh/hwcxb/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/cmr/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/caf/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/cod/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/eth/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/lby/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/ner/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/ukr/en/index.html
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/yemen
https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/yemen-al-hudaydah-update-situation-report-no-6-27-june-2018
https://www.unocha.org/syria
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/ethiopia
https://www.unocha.org/somalia
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:::::: 
:::::: 
 
EBOLA/EVD  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.who.int/ebola/en/  
Ebola situation reports: Democratic Republic of the Congo 
   Case numbers can fluctuate on a daily basis due to many factors including enhanced 
surveillance, local laboratory capacity, possible communication delays caused by the challenge 
of accessing remote locations and constant reclassification of cases. Suspected cases with 
conclusively negative laboratory tests are systematically removed from the case counts.  
Latest numbers as of 28 June 2018 
:: Confirmed cases: 38  
:: Probable cases: 15  
:: Suspect cases: 2 
:: Total cases: 55 (including 29 deaths)  
2018 Ebola outbreak situation reports 
Ebola Outbreak in DRC: 26 June 2018  
 
 

*                      *                       *                        * 
 

Agency/Government/IGO Watch 
We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for 
key media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on 
regional or global level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific 
coverage is limited. Please suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
 
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly  
[to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.un.org/en/  
27 June 2018  
SC/13397 
Nearly 50,000 People Displaced in South-Western Syria amid Full Ground Offensive, 
Aerial Bombardments, Special Envoy Tells Security Council 
   The Special Envoy for Syria warned the Security Council today that a full-scale battle in the 
country’s previously calm south-west could engulf an area and population the size of eastern 
Ghouta and Aleppo combined, adding that events seemed to be moving in that direction. 
 
26 June 2018  
GA/12035 
General Assembly Unanimously Adopts Resolution Calling for Strong Coordinated 
Action by Member States to Tackle Terrorism, Violent Extremism Worldwide 
  The world could not afford to underestimate the threat of terrorism, the General Assembly 
heard today as it adopted by consensus a resolution stressing the need for countries to join 
forces, with many Member States reiterating that no one country nor Government could tackle 
the scourge alone. 
 
25 June 2018  
GA/12033-PAL/2223 
20 Donors Announce Contributions at Pledging Conference to Bridge Severe Funding 
Gap for Palestine Refugee Agency 

http://www.who.int/ebola/en/
http://www.who.int/ebola/situation-reports/drc-2018/en/
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/272954/SITREP_EVD_DRC_20180626-eng.pdf?ua=1
http://www.un.org/en/unpress/
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sc13397.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sc13397.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/ga12035.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/ga12035.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/ga12033.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/ga12033.doc.htm
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   A total of 20 donors today announced contributions, or their intention to contribute, to the 
2018 budget of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near 
East (UNRWA), as officials called for stable financing for the Agency amid devastating conflicts 
and violence in the Middle East. 
 
27 June 2018  
GA/PAL/1411 
At Opening of International Conference on Question of Jerusalem, Speakers Say City 
Should Remain Final-Status Issue, International Law Protecting It Must Be Upheld 
   RABAT, Morocco, 26-27 June (United Nations Information Centre) — The fifth International 
Conference on the Question of Jerusalem opened in Rabat, Morocco, on 26 June with a call by 
King Mohamed VI of Morocco and Chairman of the Al-Quds Committee for a greater rallying of 
diplomatic efforts to secure binding international resolutions that protected the city and 
safeguarded its spiritual, cultural and legal character. 
 
27 June 2018  
SG/SM/19113-HR/5400 
In Annual Report on Children, Armed Conflict, Secretary-General Expresses Outrage 
at Increased Number of Violations Committed against Boys, Girls 
 
 
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 30 Jun 
2018] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true  
Syria: Zeid warns of Daraa catastrophe amid fighting 
 
Press briefing note on Syria and Sudan 
 
Occupied Palestinian Territory: Bleakest picture yet, says UN expert after regional visit 
 
UK jointly leads Europe and world on privacy after big improvements, says UN rights expert 
 
UN Human Rights Committee to review Bahrain, Algeria, the Gambia, Liberia, Lithuania, and 
Lao People’s Democratic Republic 
 
UN expert urges Moldova to end its “punitive attitude” to human rights defenders 
 
Myanmar: UN expert calls for ICC to probe “decades of crimes” 
 
Zeid appalled by execution of juvenile offenders in Iran 
 
 
Human Rights Council   [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/hrc/pages/hrcindex.aspx 
28 June 2018 
Human Rights Council concludes debate on human rights bodies and mechanisms 
 
27/06/2018 
Human Rights Council holds general debate on human rights situations that require 
the Council’s attention  
 
25/06/2018 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/gapal1411.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/gapal1411.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sgsm19113.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sgsm19113.doc.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23292&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23294&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23298&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23297&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23299&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23299&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23295&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23273&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23279&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/hrc/pages/hrcindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=23283&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=23277&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=23277&LangID=E
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Human Rights Council holds a general debate on all human rights, including the 
right to development  
 
 
Committee on the Rights of the Child [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the sale and sexual exploitation of children 
 [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and 
Armed Conflict [to 30 Jun 2018] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest 
attainable standard of physical and mental health  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx 
Latest news 
UN experts urge India to release rights defender Dr. G.N. Saibaba on health grounds 
28 June 2018 
 
 
SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in 
Conflict [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN OCHA [to 30 Jun 2018] 
https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases 
Selected Press Releases 
26 June 2018 
Humanitarian coordinator welcomes improvement in the humanitarian situation in 
Paoua 
 
25 June 2018 
Common Humanitarian Fund allocates $17 million to help communities struck by 
drought [Afghanistan] 
 
  
Centre for Humanitarian Data/HDX  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
https://centre.humdata.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=23259&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=23259&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23284&LangID=E
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/
https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases
https://reliefweb.int/report/central-african-republic/humanitarian-coordinator-welcomes-improvement-humanitarian-situation
https://reliefweb.int/report/central-african-republic/humanitarian-coordinator-welcomes-improvement-humanitarian-situation
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/common-humanitarian-fund-allocates-17-million-help-communities-struck-drought
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/common-humanitarian-fund-allocates-17-million-help-communities-struck-drought
https://centre.humdata.org/
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UNICEF  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/ 
Selected Press Releases/Reports 
No new digest content identified…most recent press release dated 15 May 2018] 
 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html 
Press releases and news comments 
UNHCR appalled by the loss of life at sea off the coast of Libya 30 Jun 2018 
 
IOM, UNHCR appeal for region-wide action by EU countries over Mediterranean 
tragedies 27 Jun 2018 
 
Gap between refugee resettlement needs and opportunities widens 25 Jun 2018 
 
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
Selected Announcements 
Over 200 Migrants Drown in Three Days in Mediterranean -- Death Toll for 2018 
Passes 1,000 
2018-07-01 21:44 
   Geneva – This weekend, some 204 migrants have died at sea off Libya, pushing the total 
number of migrant drownings in the entire Mediterranean so far this year to over 1,000 people 
 
António Manuel de Carvalho Ferreira Vitorino elected as new Director General of UN 
Migration Agency 
2018-06-29 15:51 
   Geneva - On Friday 29 June 2018, the member states of the IOM, the United Nations 
Migration Agency, elected Portugal’s António Manuel de Carvalho Ferreira Vitorino as the 
International Organization for Migration’s next Director General. 
 
UN Migration Agency, Rohingya Refugees Work Together to Build Emergency 
Shelters, But Funding Crisis Leaves Many at Risk 
2018-06-29 09:37 
   Cox’s Bazar - Hundreds of new temporary shelters are being built each week by IOM, the UN 
Migration Agency, in a rapid response project to create safer homes for thousands most at risk 
from landslides and flooding in Bangladesh’s Rohingya refugee camps. 
 
IOM Receives USD 1,000,000 from Government of Japan for Fight Against Ebola in 
DR Congo 
2018-06-29 09:35 
  Kinshasa – IOM, the UN Migration Agency, received USD 1,000,000 on Wednesday (27/06) 
from the Government of Japan to expand the Democratic Republic of the Congo’s (DRC) 
national Ebola response to other provinces – Kinshasa, Mai Ndombe, Tshopo and South Ubangi 
– and scale up the... 
 
Sudan Launches Joint Initiative for Migrant Protection and Reintegration of 
Returnees 
2018-06-29 09:27 

https://www.unicef.org/media/
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2018/6/5b3747a54/unhcr-appalled-loss-life-sea-coast-libya.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2018/6/5b33d8bf4/iom-unhcr-appeal-region-wide-action-eu-countries-mediterranean-tragedies.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2018/6/5b33d8bf4/iom-unhcr-appeal-region-wide-action-eu-countries-mediterranean-tragedies.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2018/6/5b30ab0d4/gap-refugee-resettlement-needs-opportunities-widens.html
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases
http://www.iom.int/news/over-200-migrants-drown-three-days-mediterranean-death-toll-2018-passes-1000
http://www.iom.int/news/over-200-migrants-drown-three-days-mediterranean-death-toll-2018-passes-1000
http://www.iom.int/news/antonio-manuel-de-carvalho-ferreira-vitorino-elected-new-director-general-un-migration-agency
http://www.iom.int/news/antonio-manuel-de-carvalho-ferreira-vitorino-elected-new-director-general-un-migration-agency
http://www.iom.int/news/un-migration-agency-rohingya-refugees-work-together-build-emergency-shelters-funding-crisis
http://www.iom.int/news/un-migration-agency-rohingya-refugees-work-together-build-emergency-shelters-funding-crisis
http://www.iom.int/news/iom-receives-usd-1000000-government-japan-fight-against-ebola-dr-congo
http://www.iom.int/news/iom-receives-usd-1000000-government-japan-fight-against-ebola-dr-congo
http://www.iom.int/news/sudan-launches-joint-initiative-migrant-protection-and-reintegration-returnees
http://www.iom.int/news/sudan-launches-joint-initiative-migrant-protection-and-reintegration-returnees
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   Khartoum - The European Union (EU), IOM, the UN Migration Agency and the Government of 
Sudan today launched the Joint Initiative for Migrant Protection and Reintegration for Sudan. 
 
Humanitarians, Designers Meet in New York for First Design for Humanity Summit 
2018-06-26 13:50 
   New York – IOM, the UN Migration Agency, and the Institute of International Humanitarian 
Affairs (IIHA) have launched the Design for Humanity Initiative at the first Design for Humanity 
Summit in New York on 22 June. 
 
 
UNAIDS [to 30 Jun 2018]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
Feature story 
New UNAIDS web portal reinforces its commitment to accountability and 
transparency 
27 June 2018 
   UNAIDS has launched a revamped transparency portal, open.unaids.org, which presents 
current data on how UNAIDS is working to end AIDS as a public health threat by 2030. 
   The portal features joint results, country-level information, financial reporting, donor 
contributions, indicator trends and detailed information on the achievements of the UNAIDS 
Cosponsors. 
   “This portal is part of our collective efforts to ensure that we strengthen our transparency, 
accountability and communications around how we work and what we achieve. It provides 
Member States, donors, partners and staff alike with an excellent and highly accessible 
resource,” says Gunilla Carlsson, UNAIDS Deputy Executive Director… 
 
Update  
UNAIDS Programme Coordinating Board opens 
26 June 2018 
   The 42nd meeting of the UNAIDS Programme Coordinating Board (PCB) is taking place in 
Geneva, Switzerland, from 26 to 28 June… 
   Mr Sidibé also emphasized the need for a transformative approach to the epidemic that will 
include reforming laws and policies to end discrimination, expand community-led, people-
centred approaches to HIV service delivery, the use of timely location–population data to inform 
decision-making, close the funding gap to achieve the Fast-Track Targets and reinforce the 
linkages between ending AIDS and achieving universal health coverage… 
 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 30 Jun 2018] 
27 June 2018 - News Release, Geneva 
WHO study shows drug could save thousands of women’s lives 
   A new formulation of a drug to prevent excessive bleeding following childbirth could save 
thousands of women’s lives in low- and lower-middle-income countries, according to a study led 
by the World Health Organization (WHO) in collaboration with MSD for Mothers and Ferring 
Pharmaceuticals. 
   Currently WHO recommends oxytocin as the first-choice drug for preventing excessive 
bleeding after childbirth. Oxytocin, however, must be stored and transported at 2–8 degrees 
Celsius, which is hard to do, in many countries, depriving many women of access to this 
lifesaving drug. When they can obtain it, the drug may be less effective because of heat 
exposure.    
   The study, published today in the New England Journal of Medicine, has shown an alternative 
drug – heat-stable carbetocin – to be as safe and effective as oxytocin in preventing 

http://www.iom.int/news/humanitarians-designers-meet-new-york-first-design-humanity-summit
http://www.unaids.org/en
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2018/june/transparency-portal
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2018/june/transparency-portal
https://open.unaids.org/
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2018/june/20180626_42PCB_opens
http://www.who.int/news-room/detail/27-06-2018-who-study-shows-drug-could-save-thousands-of-women%E2%80%99s-lives
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postpartum haemorrhage. This new formulation of carbetocin does not require refrigeration and 
retains its efficacy for at least 3 years stored at 30 degrees celsius and 75% relative humidity… 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO     
Selected Featured News 
:: Bringing Ebola vaccine to remote communities in the Democratic Republic of Congo 
27 June 2018  
:: Government launches new Rotavirus vaccine to protect children in Uganda from diarrhea 
26 June 2018  
:: Adamawa state gets over 700,000 doses of oral cholera vaccines for emergency vaccination 
25 June 2018  
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
:: PAHO Executive Committee concludes its 162nd session on advancing health in the Americas 
region (06/27/2018) 
   Issues that were advanced during the Committee include: action plans to ensure the health of 
women, children and adolescents; the prevention and treatment of cervical cancer; and the 
human resources required for universal health access and coverage. 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
- No new announcements identified. 
 
WHO European Region EURO  
:: Primary health care: the bridge to universal health coverage in Greece 28-06-2018  
:: Climate change increasingly affects small countries 25-06-2018 
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
- No new announcements identified. 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
:: Papua New Guinea confirms poliovirus outbreak, launches response  25 June 2018 
[See Polio above for more detail] 
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2018/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
Selected Press Releases/Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 

http://www.afro.who.int/
http://www.afro.who.int/news/bringing-ebola-vaccine-remote-communities-democratic-republic-congo
http://www.afro.who.int/news/government-launches-new-rotavirus-vaccine-protect-children-uganda-diarrhea
http://www.afro.who.int/news/adamawa-state-gets-over-700000-doses-oral-cholera-vaccines-emergency-vaccination
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=466&Itemid=40108&lang=en
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=14472&Itemid=1926&lang=en
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=14472&Itemid=1926&lang=en
http://www.searo.who.int/
http://www.euro.who.int/
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/Health-systems/primary-health-care/news/news/2018/6/primary-health-care-the-bridge-to-universal-health-coverage-in-greece2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/countries/iceland/news/news/2018/6/climate-change-increasingly-affects-small-countries2
http://www.emro.who.int/
http://www.wpro.who.int/
http://www.wpro.who.int/papuanewguinea/mediacentre/releases/20180725/en/
http://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2018/
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html
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UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
Latest News 
28 June - Draft programme for 2018 HLPF and the high-level segment of ECOSOC is 
now available 

 

 

UN Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN)  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://unsdsn.org/news/ 
June 28, 2018 
Using Evidence & Data to Drive Action on the SDGs 
   This month the United Nations will welcome thousands of government officials to New York 
for the 2018 High Level Political Forum (HLPF), the annual high-level meeting to discuss 
progress on the implementation of the SDGs. 47 countries will voluntarily report on their 
progress to date, focusing on what institutional reforms they’ve made, which partners they’ve 
[…] 

 

 

UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
https://www.unenvironment.org/  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNISDR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.unisdr.org/archive 
29 Jun 2018 
Yerevan Declaration: Strengthen ties on disaster resilience 
   Delegates at the 2018 Sub-Regional Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction for Central Asian 
and South Caucasus have adopted the Yerevan Declaration calling for increased regional 
cooperation. The conference presented progress towards the Sendai Framework and 
highlighted the need for inclusion of vulnerable communities in disaster resilience planning. 
 
 
UN DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNESCO  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://en.unesco.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
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UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp 
27/06/2018 –  
Norway steps up the fight against illegal deforestation with UN and INTERPOL  
   
26/06/2018 –  
World Drug Report 2018: opioid crisis, prescription drug abuse expands; cocaine 
and opium hit record highs 
   
25/06/2018 –  
Message of United Nations Secretary-General, António Guterres, on the 
International Day Against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking  
 
 
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://unhabitat.org/media-centre/news/ 
Posted June 25, 2018 
UN-HABITAT 2018 International Urban Design Student Competition 
   Urban Heritage & Transformation: Wuhan, China. UN-Habitat in collaboration with the Wuhan 
Land Use and Spatial Planning Research Centre (WLSP) is looking for creative and innovative 
urban design ideas from students for a vacant waterfront site in... 
 
 
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/ 
28-06-2018 
Building brighter futures 
   Faced with the problem of an influx of Syrian refugees in Turkey needing work, and at the 
same time a lack of skilled agricultural workers, FAO stepped in to train the refugees, and host 
community members, and many have now found jobs. It means brighter futures for all. 
 
Fall Armyworm keeps spreading and becomes more destructive 
   Fall Armyworm keeps spreading to larger areas within countries in sub-Saharan Africa and 
becomes more destructive as it feeds on more crops and different parts of crops, increasingly 
growing an appetite for sorghum and millet, in addition to maize. The pest could spread to 
Northern Africa, Southern Europe and the Near East, warned the United Nations’ Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO) today. The agency called for a massive scaling up of the Fall 
Armyworm campaign to train more than 500 000 farmers to manage the pest through Farmer 
Field Schools in sub-Saharan Africa. 
28-06-2018 
 
Norway and FAO will scale up innovative forest monitoring tool 
   Thanks to $6 million, FAO and Norway's International Climate and Forest Initiative will scale 
up SEPAL (System for Earth Observation Data Access, Processing and Analysis for Land 
Monitoring), an innovative FAO digital platform that helps countries measure, monitor and 
report on their forests and land use. 
27-06-2018 
 
Nuru becomes African farmers’ newest ally against Fall Armyworm 
   The United Nations’ Food and Agriculture Organization and Pennsylvania State University 
joined forces to develop and launch the first app – Nuru – to help African farmers recognize Fall 
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Armyworm, a new and fast-spreading crop pest in sub-Saharan Africa, so that they can take 
immediate steps to destroy it and curb its spread. 
25-06-2018 
 
 
ILO International Labour Organization  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm 
Care economy 
ILO calls for urgent action to prevent looming global care crisis   
28 June 2018  
   New ILO report highlights inadequate policy responses to the rising demand and quantifies 
the extent of the care burden on women. 
 
Disability and work 
ILO business platform on disability goes from strength to strength   
27 June 2018  
   Two US-based multinational companies, DXC Technology and MSD, have joined the ILO 
Global Business and Disability Network. 
 
Human rights 
Coalition launches new independent ‘Centre for Sport and Human Rights’   
26 June 2018  
   The International Labour Organization will be a member of the Centre’s governance 
committee, along with the International Organisation of Employers, the International Trade 
Union Confederation, UN agencies and other organizations. 
 
 
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.icao.int/  
27/6/18 
ICAO Council reaches landmark decision on aviation emissions offsetting 
   Montréal, 27 June 2018 – The ICAO Council made important headway today on the key 
international standards supporting the UN aviation agency’s Carbon Offsetting and Reduction 
Scheme for International Aviation, or ‘CORSIA’… 
   The adoption of CORSIA SARPs complements other elements in the basket of measures 
including the enhancement of air navigation efficiency, the adopted aircraft CO2 certification 
standard and the long-term vision on the use of sustainable aviation fuels. 
 
 
IMO International Maritime Organization  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx 
26/06/2018  
MEPSEAS project launched to protect South-East Asia marine environment  
   Seven ASEAN countries launch ambitious MEPSEAS initiative, funded by Norad and 
implemented by IMO, aimed at improving the environmental health of the seas in the region.   
 
25/06/2018  
Day of the Seafarer campaign (25th June): #SupportSeafarersWellbeing 
   In 2018, on 25 June, IMO is joining the growing momentum within shipping to address the 
important issue of seafarers’ wellbeing.   
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WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release 
Publish Date: 27 June 2018  
WMO presents top scientific prize to Gordon McBean of Canada 
   The World Meteorological Organization has presented its top award to Gordon McBean of 
Canada for his outstanding work in meteorology and climatology and his leadership as a 
scientific researcher. Mr McBean is currently President of the International Council for Science. 
 
Publish Date:  25 June 2018  
WMO steps up action on water 
   The World Meteorological Organization is revamping its strategy on water in order to face up 
to the unprecedented challenges posed by water stress, floods and droughts and lack of access 
to clean supplies. 
 
 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html 
GENEVA, 28 June 2018  
Exploring the importance of demand and production transformation for 
industrialization 
   – The creation and upgrading of production capabilities together with the expansion and 
diversification of markets for goods are necessary to drive industrial development that can 
foster economic growth and structural transformation. Participants agreed on this today at an 
event organized by the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) in 
cooperation with the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD)… 
 
 
International Organization for Standardization (ISO)  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/ 
By Clare Naden on 27 June 2018  
Powerful new weapon in the fight against climate change 
Rising earth temperatures are causing chaos and we need to act now. A new International 
Standard helps governments and industry take action towards reducing the damage. 
    …A key goal of the United Nations (UN) 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, then, 
states that taking action to combat this phenomenon is essential, and it must be taken now.        
   The newly published ISO 14080, Greenhouse gas management and related activities – 
Framework and principles for methodologies on climate actions, directly supports the 
Paris Agreement to limit global warming to below 2 °C and the UN Sustainable Development 
Goals by helping governments and businesses around the world do just that. 
   The standard provides a common framework for local and national governments to take 
appropriate actions for the mitigation and adaptation to climate change and helps them develop 
consistent, compatible and comparable policies and measures. It is also useful in assessing the 
effectiveness of these actions. What’s more, it can be used by the private sector to identify 
potential and justifiable actions they can take, and by financial institutions to determine the 
impact of their investments… 
 
 
UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://media.unwto.org/news 
[Website not responding at inquiry] 
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WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CBD  Convention on Biological Diversity [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.cbd.int/press-releases/  
2018-06-27 
CBD Executive Secretary addressed the Global Environment Facility (GEF) Assembly 
Plenary on ways in which the GEF can help catalyze change in support of life on 
Earth 
 
:::::: 
 
USAID [to 30 Jun 2018] 
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information 
Selected Press Releases 
Power Africa Announces Gas Roadmap To 2030 at World Gas Conference  
June 27, 2018 
   Today, at the World Gas Conference in Washington, D.C., the U.S. Agency for International 
Development's Power Africa Coordinator launched the Gas Roadmap to 2030 for sub-Saharan 
Africa (SSA). The Roadmap outlines a plan for achieving up to 16,000 megawatts of additional 
gas-fired power generation in SSA by 2030. 
 
United States Assisting Venezuelans in Need  
June 26, 2018 
   Vice President Mike Pence announced today in Brazil nearly $10 million in additional 
humanitarian assistance for Venezuelans who have fled their country due to the man-made 
crisis there. 
 
  
DFID  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development 
Selected Press Releases 
UK welcomes His Highness the Aga Khan for the opening of new academic centre in 
London  
26 June 2018  DFID and FCO   Press release 
 
UK aid to help provide Gazans with access to clean water and sanitation  
26 June 2018  DFID  Press release 
 
UK aid provides Palestinian refugees, including Gazans, with vital healthcare and 
education  
25 June 2018  DFID  Press release 
 
 
ECHO  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news 
Selected Press Releases 
Commissioner Stylianides speaks on preventing and responding to gender-based 
violence in emergencies 
26/06/2018 
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   Commissioner for Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Management Christos Stylianides will give an 
opening address during the event ‘Call to Action: Eradication of Gender-Based Violence in 
Emergencies’ which takes place in Brussels today, in the margins of...  
 
Central African Republic receives €40 000 in aid for Ebola detection and outbreak 
preparation  
25/06/2018 
   The European Union has allocated €40 000 in humanitarian aid to help health workers and 
the inhabitants of the Central African Republic (CAR) to prepare for spread the Ebola epidemic 
which is already present in a neighbouring Democratic Republic of...  
 
:::::: 
 
African Union [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.au.int/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
June 30, 2018  
Africa and Europe put women's empowerment and gender equality at the top of 
their agenda  
   AU Chair President Kagame and EU Commissioner Mimica co-hosted the joint African Union – 
European Union “Women in Power” side-event at the 31st African Union Summit in Mauritania.  
   The purpose of the event was to hold a high-level dialogue between Africa and Europe on the 
role of women as key drivers of political, social and economic development, and to deepen 
existing commitments in this area...  
 
Statement of the Chairperson of the African Union Commission on South Sudan  
   Addis Ababa, 28 June 2018: The Chairperson of the Commission of the African Union, Moussa 
Faki Mahamat, welcomes the Khartoum Declaration Agreement between the Parties to the 
Conflict in South Sudan, signed on 27 June 2018. He urges the South Sudanese stakeholders to 
sustain the momentum set by this Agreement, in order to end the suffering of their people and 
bring about lasting peace and reconciliation. He welcomes the declaration of a permanent 
ceasefire and takes note of the invitation extended to Member States to deploy the necessary 
forces to supervise this ceasefire… 
 
 
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.asean.org/news 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives] 
ASEAN to mainstream gender perspective in disaster management strategies 
   KUALA LUMPUR, 29 June 2018 - Leaders from ASEAN National Disaster Management 
Organizations discussed, among others, about setting priorities for women in disaster 
management during the 32nd Meeting of the ASEAN Committee on Disaster Management 
(ACDM) held on 26-28 June in Kuala Lumpur. The meeting was convened in conjunction with 
the 8th Governing Board Meeting [...] 
 
ASEAN Foundation selects 17 science and technology fellows 
   JAKARTA, 27 June 2018 – The ASEAN Foundation, in partnership with ASEAN Secretariat and 
the U.S. Government through the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), has 
announced 17 scientists selected as 2018/2019 ASEAN Science and Technology (S&T) fellows. 
The scientists come from Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, 
Myanmar, The Philippines, Thailand, and Vietnam. [...] 
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European Commission [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
OECD  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.oecd.org/  
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
27-June-2018 
OECD appoints two new Deputy Secretaries-General  
   The OECD has appointed two new Deputy Secretaries-General - Ludger Schuknecht, currently 
Chief Economist and G20 Deputy at the German Federal Ministry of Finance, and Ulrik 
Vestergaard Knudsen, Permanent Secretary of State of Denmark’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs.  
 
26-June-2018 
More progress needed on reducing and redesigning agricultural support policies  
   Most agricultural support policies continue to be poorly aligned with defined objectives, while 
measures that distort production and trade continue increasing in some countries, according to 
a new report from the OECD.  
 
 
Organization of American States (OAS)   [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.oas.org/en/ 
June 28, 2018 
OAS Permanent Council Analyzes “Impact of the Policy of Separating Migrant 
Families” 
 
June 26, 2018 
Message from OAS Secretary General on International Day in Support of Victims of 
Torture 
 
 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 30 Jun 2018] 
https://www.oic-oci.org/home/?lan=en 
24/06/2018 
Preparations for the Seventh Ministerial Conference on the Role of Women in 
Development in the OIC Countries 
   The General Secretariat of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) will hold a workshop 
in preparation for the Seventh Ministerial Conference on the Role of Women in Development in 
Member States on 28-29 June 2018, in Ouagadougou, capital city of the Republic of Burkina 
Faso. 
 
 
Group of 77  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.g77.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
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UNCTAD  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Customs Organization – WCO  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.wcoomd.org/ 
Selected Latest News  
30 June 2018  
Kunio Mikuriya re-elected Secretary General of the World Customs Organization  
 
Outcomes of the 2018 Council Session  
 
 
WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives] 
29 June 2018 
DG Azevêdo underlines critical role of IP laws in supporting growth and 
development 
   The framing and enforcement of intellectual property (IP) laws has a significant impact on 
global growth and development, said Director-General Roberto Azevêdo at the closing session 
of the IP Researchers Europe Conference held in Geneva on 29 June. He underlined that IP has 
a big role in particular in helping to generate the innovations that will be needed to achieve the 
Sustainable Development Goals. The conference was integrated with the annual WIPO-WTO 
Colloquium for IP Teachers, which brought together participants from 26 countries from 18 to 
29 June.  
 
DG Azevêdo: “Our efforts in the WTO must translate into real trade gains for LDCs”  
28 June 2018 
   Addressing a meeting of the Least Developed Countries (LDCs) Group on 28 June 2018, 
Director-General Roberto Azevêdo said WTO members need to build on the progress achieved 
on LDC issues in recent years. He emphasized in particular the importance of implementing 
decisions taken at the Bali and Nairobi ministerial conferences on issues that are of importance 
for LDCs. He said that countries graduating from LDC status need special attention and that 
efforts need to be made on all fronts to boost LDC trade and to help achieve the Sustainable 
Development Goals.  
 
::::: 
 
IPU  Inter-Parliamentary Union   [to 30 Jun 2018] 
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases 
29 June 2018 
Are parliamentary democracies in danger? International Day of Parliamentarism 
   Data on parliaments shows a mixed picture on 30 June, the first International Day of 
Parliamentarism. This date was chosen by the United Nations General Assembly in Resolution 
72/278 as it coincides with the foundation of the IPU – the global organization of parliaments – 
in 1889. Using its unique, worldwide vantage point, the IPU can offer a snapshot of the state of 
parliaments in 2018. 
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International Court of Justice  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Criminal Court (ICC)  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
Trying individuals for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
World Bank [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week]  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IMF  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week]  
June 28, 2018 
Sustaining Momentum in Uncertain Times: Policy Priorities for the Global Economy 
By Mitsuhiro Furusawa, IMF Deputy Managing Director 
Czech National Bank, Prague, June 28, 2018 
 
 
African Development Bank Group  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Africa-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Asian Development Bank  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.adb.org/news/releases 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank   [to 30 Jun 2018] 
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
Mumbai, India, June 26, 2018 
AIIB Approves Lebanon Membership 
   The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank’s (AIIB) Board of Governors has approved a new 
membership application from the Republic of Lebanon, bringing AIIB’s total approved ... 
 

http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases
https://www.icc-cpi.int/
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article
http://www.imf.org/en/news/articles/2018/06/27/sp062818-furusawa-sustaining-momentum-in-uncertain-times
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/
http://www.adb.org/news/releases
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/2018/20180626_003.html
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Mumbai, India, June 25, 2018 
AIIB and IsDB Group Join Forces to Grow Sustainable Infrastructure  
   For the first time, the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) and the Islamic 
Development Bank Group (IsDB Group) have signed a Memorandum of Understanding (... 
 
 
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news 
28 Jun 2018 
Web-based tool offers innovative solutions in support of rural development  
   Rome, 29 June 2018 – The International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) today 
launched the world’s first web-based tool designed to collect and share agriculture and rural 
development solutions implemented in developing countries. 
   The main objective of the Rural Solutions Portal is to promote the uptake of successful 
innovative agricultural and rural practices, technologies and methodologies across diverse 
contexts to support development in rural communities and rural transformation. The portal is a 
key commitment by IFAD to advance the "Brasilia Declaration and Action Agenda," adopted 
during the International Conference on South-South and Triangular Cooperation (SSTC) held in 
Brasilia in November 2017… 
 
25 Jun 2018 
New agriculture development project will support family farming and reduce food 
imports in the Union of Comoros  
 
25 Jun 2018 
IFAD and GEF: Working together to boost the development dividend  
   Da Nang, Viet Nam, 25 June 2018 – By balancing higher yields and incomes with healthy 
ecosystems, a new report shows how the International Fund for Agricultural Development 
(IFAD), a UN specialized agency dedicated to smallholder agriculture development, and the 
Global Environment Facility (GEF), are benefiting millions of rural people in developing 
countries. 
   The report, The IFAD-GEF Advantage II: partnering for a sustainable world, is being released 
today at the Sixth GEF Assembly… 
 

 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 

:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
   We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new 
research and major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, 
collaborations, and initiatives across the human rights, humanitarian response and development 
spheres of action.  WE will not reference fundraising announcements, programs, events or 
appeals, and generally not include content which is primarily photo-documentation or video in 
format. 
 
 
Action Contre la Faim – Action Against Hunger  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/en 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 30 Jun 2018] 

https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/2018/20180625_002.html
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/40347754
https://ruralsolutionsportal.org/
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/40345338
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/40345338
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/40339013
https://www.ifad.org/documents/38714170/40000927/ifad_gef_advantage_2.pdf/8d99b130-4746-4381-917a-4b890a29fe14
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/en
http://amref.org/news/news/
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http://amref.org/news/news/ 
Saturday, 30 June, 2018 
Makueni County to test innovative model for primary health clinics in collaboration 
with Amref and Philips 
Project seeks to improve access to health care for over 20,000 people in the county 
    28 June 2018, Makueni: The Makueni County Government is set to study the outsourcing of 
operations of three primary health clinics in the county following a recently concluded 
agreement with Amref Health Africa. Under the agreement, Amref Health Africa will offer 
capacity building and health worker training working with Philips, who is responsible for 
providing the health system infrastructure and the medical equipment in the clinics. Makueni 
County will be responsible for policy, regulation, and quality management. The Dutch 
development bank FMO provides legal and business expertise. 
   The model will be tested at three facilities in Makueni County – Emali, Matiku and Tutini. The 
study will run for one year during which it is expected to improve access to high-quality, 
financially-sustainable primary health care… 
 
 
Aravind Eye Care System  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.aravind.org/default/currentnewscontent 
No new digest content identified. 
 
  
BRAC  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.brac.net/#news 
June 28, 2018  
How BRAC uses field data for continuous improvement 
by Elaine Chang 
   When BRAC, one of the world’s largest NGOs, tried to digitize its paper-based record system 
to improve decision making and provide continuous improvement for its skills development 
programme in Bangladesh, it hit a wall… 
 
 
CARE International  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases 
 27th Jun 2018     
CARE warns against another humanitarian catastrophe in Southern Syria as fighting 
intensifies 
   The recent military offensive in Southern Syria has pushed tens of thousands of civilians from 
Eastern Daraa to areas near the closed border with Jordan. 
 
 
Clubhouse International  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
https://www.drc.dk/news 
29.06.2018 
Monsoon causing havoc in the largest refugee camp in the world 
   The monsoon is raging in Bangladesh where the largest refugee camp in the world is located. 
It is home to around one million Rohingya people, a persecuted minority. Families that have 

http://amref.org/news/news/
https://amref.org/news/makueni-county-test-innovative-model-primary-health-clinics-collaboration-amref-philips/
https://amref.org/news/makueni-county-test-innovative-model-primary-health-clinics-collaboration-amref-philips/
https://www.makueni.go.ke/
https://www.philips.co.ke/
https://www.fmo.nl/
http://www.aravind.org/default/currentnewscontent
http://www.brac.net/#news
http://blog.brac.net/how-brac-uses-field-data-for-continuous-improvement/
http://blog.brac.net/author/elainechang/
http://www.brac.net/
http://www.brac.net/program/skills-development/
http://www.brac.net/program/skills-development/
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases
https://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases/care-warns-against-another-humanitarian-catastrophe-in-southern-syria-as-fighting-intensifies
https://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases/care-warns-against-another-humanitarian-catastrophe-in-southern-syria-as-fighting-intensifies
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html
https://www.drc.dk/news
https://www.drc.dk/news/monsoon-causing-havoc-in-the-largest-refugee-camp-in-the-world
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already lost everything they had are now at risk again. DRC’s Head of Emergency fears a 
catastrophe within the catastrophe. 
  
28.06.2018 
Funding gaps threaten critical aid for refugees in Uganda 
   Joint statement by 25 international NGOs in Uganda on the need for urgent action to address 
gaps in funding for the refugee response. 
  
28.06.2018 
Statement on the Yemen situation 
   The Danish Refugee Council (DRC) continues the deliver assistance to affected communities 
despite security challenges and sustained access constraints.  
 
   
ECPAT  [to 30 Jun 2018]  
http://www.ecpat.net/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Fountain House  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Humanity & Inclusion  [nee Handicap International]  [to 30 Jun 2018]  
http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases 
[Undated] 
Yemen: Saudi and Emirati allies should minimize harm to hundreds of thousands of 
civilians in Hodeidah attack  
15 NGOs appeal to President Macron on the eve of a humanitarian conference on Yemen in 
Paris 
   Fifteen humanitarian and human rights organizations today urged Emmanuel Macron and the 
French government to use all means at their disposal to press their allies, including Saudi Arabia 
and the United Arab Emirates, to minimize harm to civilians during the attack on Hodeidah city, 
home to Yemen’s most important port. The international humanitarian conference on Yemen 
organized in Paris on Wednesday June 27, will be useful only if it contributes to preventing this 
new humanitarian disaster and improving the protection of civilians across Yemen, say NGOs… 
   The 15 signatory organizations call on France to: 
:: Publicly warn of the risks to civilians during an attack on Hodeidah and call on all parties to 
take immediate steps to provide safe passage to civilians fleeing, allow unimpeded access for 
aid and commercial imports to the broader population and access by humanitarian agencies, as 
required by international humanitarian law. 
:: Condemn indiscriminate and disproportionate attacks against civilians by all parties. 
:: Suspend French arms transfers to Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates where there is 
a substantial risk of these arms being used in Yemen to commit or facilitate serious violations of 
international humanitarian law or international human rights law; and allow for increased 
parliamentary oversight over arms sales. 
 
 
Heifer International  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases.html 
No new digest content identified. 

https://www.drc.dk/news/funding-gaps-threaten-critical-aid-for-refugees-in-uganda
https://www.drc.dk/news/statement-on-the-yemen-situation
http://www.ecpat.net/news
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press
http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases
http://www.hi-us.org/yemen_saudi_and_emirati_allies_should_minimize_harm_to_hundreds_of_thousands_of_civilians_in_hodeidah_attack
http://www.hi-us.org/yemen_saudi_and_emirati_allies_should_minimize_harm_to_hundreds_of_thousands_of_civilians_in_hodeidah_attack
http://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases.html
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HelpAge International  [to 30 Jun 2018]  
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
ICRC  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports   
27-06-2018 | News release  
Syria: Tens of thousands in Daraa are in harm’s way 
    The ICRC is concerned about the safety of tens of thousands of civilians caught in the line of 
fire or fleeing violence in the southern governorate of Daraa. 
 
 
IFRC   [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/ 
Italy 
10,000 Red Cross volunteers take part in Europe’s largest annual volunteer 
gathering 
   Solferino, Italy, 24 June 2018 – More than 10,000 Red Cross volunteers representing more 
than 60 National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies from around the world have gathered in 
the northern Italian town of Solferino for an annual tribute to the events that led to the 
foundation of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement… 
 
 
IRC  International Rescue Committee  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 
Selected Press Releases & Statements 
Press Release  
IRC Responds to Boise, Idaho Attack  
July 1, 2018  
 
Press Release  
Concerns for safety of civilians stranded on Syria’s southern border 
July 1, 2018  
 
Press Release  
IRC Responds to U.S. Supreme Court decision on Country Ban 
June 26, 2018  
 
 
IRCT  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.irct.org/ 
News   26 Jun 2018  
Support Life After Torture  
IRCT Global Reading on the occasion of the United Nations International Day in Support of 
Victims of Torture, 26 June 2018. 
 
 
Islamic Relief   [to 30 Jun 2018]  

http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/syria-tens-thousands-daraa-are-harms-way
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/10000-red-cross-volunteers-take-part-europes-largest-annual-volunteer-gathering/
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/10000-red-cross-volunteers-take-part-europes-largest-annual-volunteer-gathering/
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/irc-responds-boise-idaho-attack
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/concerns-safety-civilians-stranded-syrias-southern-border
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/irc-responds-us-supreme-court-decision-country-ban
http://www.irct.org/
https://irct.org/media-and-resources/latest-news/article/959
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http://www.islamic-relief.org/ 
Latest News 
[Undated] 
Manual on Faith-sensitive Humanitarian Action is launched 
Islamic Relief (IR) and the Lutheran World Federation (LWF) have launched a manual to help 
humanitarian agencies be more faith-sensitive in their work. 
   The manual – entitled: A Faith-Sensitive Approach in Humanitarian Response: Guidance on 
Mental Health and Psychosocial Programming is designed to assist both secular and faith-based 
organisations in their work with refugees and host communities. 
   It was developed with guidance from a diverse partnership of both faith-based and secular 
organisations including the UNHCR, the International Federation of the Red Cross and Red 
Crescent (IFRC), Church of Sweden, HIAS and World Vision alongside IR and LWF. One of the 
main aims is to ensure that emergency responses truly respect the dignity of those affected by 
conflict, disaster and displacement… 
 
 
Landsea   [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Medecins du Monde   [to 30 Jun 2018]  
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/ 
[Undated] 
Moscow backs its Syrian ally at the expense of the civilian population 
   The whole world is blissfully caught up in the World Cup hosted by Russia, and meanwhile, 
the Syrian regime has been leading ground offensives and aerial bombings on the south of 
Syria, with the help of their Russian ally. These strikes were met with the World’s most blatant 
indifference. Médecins du Monde (MdM) is raising deep concern about the escalation of 
hostilities, which are severely endangering the lives of civilians and causing massive 
displacements 
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 30 Jun 2018]  
http://www.msf.org/en/updates 
Press Release  29 June 2018 
European government policies condemn people to be locked up in Libya or drown at 
sea 
   Amsterdam – European governments must come to their senses and end policies which trap 
extremely vulnerable people in Libya or leave them to die at sea, said Médecins Sans Frontières 
(MSF), as governments gather for the European Council Summit today. 
   Last week was the deadliest so far this year on the Mediterranean, as at least 220 people 
drowned. These were avoidable tragedies. European governments have blocked non-
governmental search and rescue operations, while turning over responsibility for rescues to the 
Libyan coastguard. 
   European governments are financing, training and equipping the Libyan coastguard to 
intercept boats in distress and return them to Libya, where they are held in inhumane 
conditions. In an unprecedented development, some 2,000 people were returned to Libya over 
the course of last weekend. Upon arrival they were sent to arbitrary detention, with no due 
legal process… 
 
Report  27 June 2018 

http://www.islamic-relief.org/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/manual-faith-sensitive-humanitarian-action/
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/node/22264/view
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/node/22264/view
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/
https://www.medecinsdumonde.org/en/actualites/syria/2018/06/25/moscow-backs-its-syrian-ally-expense-civilian-population
http://www.msf.org/en/updates
https://www.msf.org/european-government-policies-condemn-people-be-locked-libya-or-drown-sea
https://www.msf.org/european-government-policies-condemn-people-be-locked-libya-or-drown-sea
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South Sudan  
HIV Test and Treat pilot project in Yambio comes to a close  
   The Médecins Sans Frontières, Ministry of Health and the World Health Organization's Test 
and Treat (T&T) HIV pilot project in Yambio county finished in June 2018. 
   The objective of the study was to assess feasibility and acceptability of the “treat all strategy” 
coupled with a community-based, patient-centred approach, based on HIV testing and same 
day antiretroviral treatment. 
   The report highlights the methodology used, the key learnings and the outcomes of the 
project. 
   The report found that bringing HIV testing and treatment closer to patients’ homes, with 
simplified protocols and less specialised health staff was feasible, resulting in comparable 
treatment outcomes to those of facility-based care. 
 
 
Mercy Corps [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
June 29, 2018 
Statement By Mercy Corps At The United Nations High Level Conference On 
Counter-Terrorism 
   Session III: Strengthening Global Action to Prevent Violent Extremism, Including by Engaging 
Youth and Preventing Misuse of New Technologies and the Internet by Terrorists - Megan 
Doherty, Senior Director, Policy & Advocacy, Mercy Corps  
 
 
Operation Smile  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office 
Program Schedule 
Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve 
every opportunity for safe surgical care.  
 
 
OXFAM [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Norwegian Refugee Council   [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.nrc.no/ 
NRC|Published 29. Jun 2018  
Responding Rapidly to Sudden Population Displacements (French) 
   Through its Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM), NRC in Mali addresses the urgent needs of 
populations affected by sudden displacement. Following a rapid assessment to identify the 
needs of displaced persons, NRC staff then begins the distribution of food, water, essential 
household items and emergency shelters kits. Staff and stocks are usually pre-positioned to 
respond on a short notice. The RRM is a project funded by the European Union Civil Protection 
and Humanitarian Aid.  
 
Insecurity forces 978,000 Ethiopians to flee their homes 
Published 28. Jun 2018  
   An upsurge of inter-communal violence in Ethiopia’s West Guji and Gedeo regions has forced 
an estimated 978,000 people to flee their homes since 13 April, according to the United 
Nations. 

https://www.msf.org/yambio-test-and-treat
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases
https://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/statement-mercy-corps-united-nations-high-level-conference-counter-terrorism
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https://www.unocha.org/story/ethiopia-escalating-inter-communal-violence-displaces-close-1m-people
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   “This surge in violence makes Ethiopia one of the fastest growing displacement crises in the 
world today. Despite this, it is utterly failing to get the attention and funding it deserves,” said 
Nigel Tricks, Regional Director of the Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC). 
 
Jordan: Syrians fleeing fighting need refuge 
NRC|Published 27. Jun 2018  
   With thousands of civilians currently fleeing violence in southern Syria, the Norwegian 
Refugee Council strongly appeals to Jordan to ensure the displaced can seek refuge across the 
border, and for the international community to offer substantial support at this moment of 
crisis.  
 
Rich and mid-income countries must welcome more refugees for resettlement 
Published 26. Jun 2018  
    “The lack of resettlement places globally feeds the smuggling industry and pushes desperate 
people to embark on dangerous journeys,” said Secretary General of the Norwegian Refugee 
Council Jan Egeland.  
   1.4 million refugees will need resettlement in 2019, according to new figures from the UN 
Refugee Agency (UNHCR), but the number of places available do not match needs. The 
Norwegian Refugee Council calls for rich and mid-income countries to increase the number of 
people they admit for resettlement. 
 
4,000 displaced Nigerians sleep in open as rains hit Dikwa 
Published 26. Jun 2018  
   Over 4,000 displaced men, women, children in the north-eastern Nigerian town of Dikwa are 
sheltering in the open, while being screened by the Nigerian Army after fleeing military 
operations in the area.  
   “We’re extremely concerned by the dire living conditions of families in Dikwa who’ve recently 
fled military operations. Children are sleeping outside with nothing over their heads. With the 
rains now hitting the area, they risk becoming sick with malaria, diarrhoea or typhoid,” said 
Cheick Ba, Country Director, Norwegian Refugee Council. 
 
 
Pact  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.pactworld.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Partners In Health  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.pih.org/blog 
Jun 26, 2018  
Eating Well: Grocery Program Takes Off in the Navajo Nation  
   According to local legend, a group of high school students on the edge of the Navajo Nation 
created the first Piccadilly in late 2017. Half a year later, the homemade snack has spread 
throughout the largest Indian reservation in America. Cars now queue at roadside stands selling 
it for $3, highschoolers with driver’s licenses deliver it throughout the rez, and regional 
variations of the treat continue to pop up. What is Piccadilly? Essentially, a snowcone with 
sugary toppings.  
 
 
PATH  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.path.org/news/index.php 
No new digest content identified. 
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Plan International  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Save The Children [to 30 Jun 2018] 
https://www.savethechildren.net/news 
Friday 29 June 2018  
EU fails to set a clear direction on much needed asylum reform: Save the Children      
“Save the Children is disappointed that Heads of State meeting this week in Brussels failed to 
rise above their national interests. This could have been a defining moment for the EU. Instead 
it is a missed opportunity to set a clear direction for the EU’s migration policy and create a 
unified and functional asylum system. 
 
Thursday 28 June 2018  
Yemen: Save the Children statement on UN secretary-general’s children & armed 
conflict report  
   Save the Children is disappointed that the Saudi- and Emirati-led Coalition fighting in Yemen 
has been exonerated for attacks on schools and hospitals in this year’s Children and Armed 
Conflict (CAAC) Report by the UN Secretary-General. This is despite at least 19 verified aerial 
attacks on schools and five verified attacks on hospitals/health centres attributed to the 
Coalition in 2017. 
 
Thursday 28 June 2018  
Save the Children-supported schools bombed amid escalating violence as 50,000 
displaced in southern Syria  
 
 
SOS-Kinderdorf International  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/about-sos/press/press-releases 
28 June 2018 
International Annual Report  2017 
 
 
Tostan  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.tostan.org 
Jun 27, 2018  
Igniting a Movement of Peace from the Grassroots: Tostan and Partners launch 
Project USAID UNAAM KAYRAAY 
   On 12th May 2018, representatives from USAID, Partners Global, Tostan, Plateforme des 
Femmes pour la Paix en Casamance (PFPC), Partners West Africa and regional officials proudly 
launched the project ‘USAID UNAAM KAYRAAY’, or ‘Engaging Civil Society for Peace in the 
Casamance’ (CSPC). The initiative, financed by USAID, is implemented by Partners Global as 
lead partner and Tostan as one of the three sub-partners. The overarching goal is to strengthen 
the resilience of civil society, particularly women, in using non-violent means to resolve conflict 
in the Casamance region of southern Senegal, and across borders with Guinea-Bissau and the 
Gambia… 
 
 
Women for Women International  [to 30 Jun 2018]  
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http://www.womenforwomen.org/press-releases 
June 25, 2018 | Washington, D.C. 
Women for Women International’s Statement on Continued Violent Conflict in 
Plateau, Nigeria 
   In response to recent violent attacks in the Gashish and Ropp Districts of Plateau State, 
Nigeria, which reportedly led to the death of more than 200 people- Women for Women 
International’s CEO Laurie Adams released the following statement: 
   “At least 200 people were killed during a sectarian attack carried out in Plateau State, Nigeria, 
where Women for Women International operates, yesterday. All of us at Women for Women 
International are shocked by this spur in conflict, especially as it has touched our staff and the 
women we serve directly. Sylvester Inedu, a dedicated staff member, was injured in yesterday’s 
attacks. As he heals, the situation in Jos, where our country office is located, remains tense. To 
ensure the security of our staff, we’ve decided to temporarily suspend all programs until further 
notice. 
   ‘Hundreds of lives have been lost and many were wounded, properties were destroyed and 
there is still a lot of tension in the air. The state of hopelessness is horrible. Field activities have 
been suspended for the safety of our staff, but our hearts go out to our participants and their 
families,’ our Country Director Bukola Onyishi said today. 
   The continued violence among Muslim Fulani herdsmen and Christian farmers is sometimes 
deadlier than Boko Haram’s attacks. Fueled by scarce resources in the region, the conflict has 
torn apart communities and families but continues to receive little to no global attention. 
Women for Women International launched our work in Plateau State in 2003 when violence 
between the two communities escalated and we remain committed to our work for women and 
communities harmed by violent conflict in the region. As we monitor the situation to be able to 
resume our activities, we stand with our staff, the women we serve and their families and loved 
ones, and the people of Nigeria in this difficult time.” 
 
 
World Vision  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://wvi.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
::::: 
 
Center for Media Ethics and Responsibility/CMFR   [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://cmfr-phil.org/media-ethics-responsibility/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Electronic Frontiers Foundation 
https://www.eff.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Freedom House [to 30 Jun 2018] 
https://freedomhouse.org/news 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Research 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Transparency International  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases/ 
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https://www.eff.org/
https://freedomhouse.org/news
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No new digest content identified. 
 
::::: 
 
ChildFund Alliance  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
https://childfundalliance.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CONCORD  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/ 
Jun 29, 2018 
European Council’s measures on migration: ineffective, costly and against Human 
Rights 
   Brussels, 29 June 2018 – CONCORD is worried by the political directions endorsed by the 
European Council’s decisions to continue lowering the number of migrants’ arrivals to Europe. 
Putting all the stakes in ring-fencing the EU and reinforcing our borders to stop migrants may 
easily be proven to be ineffective and a breach to founding European values. 
 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre 
 [Action Aid, Age International, British Red Cross, CAFOD, Care International, Christian Aid, 
Concern Worldwide, Islamic Relief, Oxfam, Plan UK, Save the Children, Tearfund and World  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
The Elders  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://theelders.org/news-media 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
END Fund   [to 30 Jun 2018] 
https://end.org/media-hub/ 
Selected Press Releases and Major Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Evidence Aid   [to 30 Jun 2018] 
www.evidenceaid.org  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gavi [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.gavi.org/library/news/press-releases/ 
26 June 2018 
Gavi supports rotavirus vaccine introduction in Uganda 
The vaccine will help save the lives of thousands of children by combating the leading cause of 
severe diarrhoea.  
    Uganda, Buikwe – The Government of Uganda has launched today a new rotavirus vaccine 
to protect under five-year-old children from diarrhoea. The vaccine, which will be available for 
free in health facilities throughout the country, is the 11th vaccine to be added into the national 
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http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/
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https://end.org/media-hub/
http://www.evidenceaid.org/
http://www.gavi.org/library/news/press-releases/
https://www.gavi.org/library/news/press-releases/2018/gavi-supports-rotavirus-vaccine-introduction-in-uganda/
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schedule of the expanded programme on immunisation in Uganda. Rotavirus vaccine is safe and 
can be administered simultaneously with other routine infant vaccines. It is given orally and 
requires two doses at 6 and 10 weeks of age, with an interval of at least 4 weeks between 
doses… 
 
 
Global Fund [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/?topic=&type=NEWS;&country= 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Hilton Prize Coalition [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/ 
An Alliance of Hilton Prize Recipients 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ICVA - International Council of Voluntary Agencies   [to 30 Jun 2018] 
https://icvanetwork.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
INEE – an international network for education in emergencies   [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.ineesite.org/en/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
InterAction  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.interaction.org/ 
Blog  Jun 28, 2018  
7 Steps to Combat Disinformation 
   International NGOs and civil society are increasingly vulnerable to online campaigns that 
spread false...  
 
 
Start Network [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.start-network.org/news-blog/#.U9U_O7FR98E 
No new digest content identified. 
 

:::::: 
 
3ie  International Initiative for Impact Evaluation [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.3ieimpact.org/en/about/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action 
(ALNAP)     [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.alnap.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
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CHS Alliance  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://chsalliance.org/news-events/news 
28/06/2018 
Learn about our complaints mechanism 
   The Core Humanitarian Standard on Quality and Accountability (CHS) requires that 
organisations should welcome and address complaints. As part of our collective accountability, 
the CHS Alliance has two separate mechanisms through which complaints can be made against 
our members and our Secretariat.  
 
26/06/2018 
How are we doing - and what could we do (even) better? 
   We have commissioned an external evaluation of our work over the last 2.5 years, since we 
came into being. If you would like to tell us how you think we are doing and what we could 
improve to better serve our members and the wider sector, please send us an email to: 
info@chsalliance.org.  
 
26/06/2018 
Reporting on the Grand Bargain: CHS self-assessment encourages setting up 
complaints mechanisms 
   The second indepedent report on the Grand Bargain found that important progress has been 
made in terms of cash programming, participation revolution, and multi-year planning and 
financing, and the Core Humanitarian Standard has driven change for some of the 
commitments.  
 
 
Development Initiatives   [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://devinit.org/news/ 
Jun 28, 2018 
Development Initiatives’ progress in 2017 
   Our latest progress report showcases 2017’s achievements, and how they are taking us 
towards realising our mission. The report also highlights how collaboration underpins the way 
we work and demonstrates the impact we are driving through by working in partnerships. 
 
 
EHLRA/R2HC   [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/ 
Annual Call for Proposals 
R2HC 6TH annual CALL will be launched in June 2018 
   R2HC aims to improve health outcomes by strengthening the evidence base for public health 
interventions in humanitarian crises. 
  
 
The Sphere Project [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.sphereproject.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP)  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
https://phap.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 

http://chsalliance.org/news-events/news
https://www.chsalliance.org/news/latest-news/learn-about-our-complaints-mechanism
https://www.chsalliance.org/news/latest-news/how-are-we-doing-and-what-could-we-do-even-better
https://www.chsalliance.org/news/latest-news/reporting-on-the-grand-bargain-chs-self-assessment-encourages-setting-up-complaints-mechanisms
https://www.chsalliance.org/news/latest-news/reporting-on-the-grand-bargain-chs-self-assessment-encourages-setting-up-complaints-mechanisms
http://devinit.org/news/
http://devinit.org/post/development-initiatives-progress-2017/
http://devinit.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/Development-Initiatives-Progress-Report-2017.pdf
http://devinit.org/about/
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/
http://www.elrha.org/r2hc/funding/annualfundingcall/
http://www.sphereproject.org/news/
https://phap.org/


   

: 

 
Center for Global Development    [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center 
June 28, 2018 
Refugee Spending and the Macroeconomic Program in Jordan 
   Even with international assistance, the cost of providing refuge to so many people has 
strained the budget of the Jordanian government. At the same time, international partners, 
notably the IMF, have been insisting that Jordan take actions to bring down government debt to 
“more sustainable levels” through increasing fiscal discipline to tame government deficits. These 
dual imperatives by the international community—host more refugees and tame the budget—
seem to put Jordan in an untenable situation as long as the refugee crisis continues. Something 
will have to give—the question is how, what, and when? 
Mark Plant  
 
June 25, 2018 
Unequal Ventures Update: Empowering Women Entrepreneurs in East Java, 
Indonesia 
   Women own more than half of all micro, small, and medium enterprises in Indonesia. But of 
the estimated 22–33 million businesswomen in the country, most operate informal unregistered 
microenterprises, with significantly fewer assets and profits than men’s. So, to unlock these 
women’s economic potential, policies must go beyond equalizing characteristics between men 
and women to addressing social customs and gender discrimination in service provision that tilt 
business environments in favor of men. 
Mayra Buvinic , Tanvi Jaluka , James C. Knowles and Firman Witoelar  
 
  
ODI   [to 30 Jun 2018] 
https://www.odi.org/media-hub/press-room 
Selected Press Releases & Reports 
More than half of all disaster deaths in Asia occur in just four fragile states – ODI 
report  
Press release | 29 June 2018 
   New report warns 55% of disaster between 1997 and 2016 took place in Afghanistan, 
Pakistan, Myanmar and Bangladesh 
 
Value Chain Analysis for Resilience in Drylands (VC-ARID): identification of 
adaptation options in key sectors  
Research reports and studies | June 2018 | Catherine Simonet and Elizabeth Carabine 
   This VC-ARID synthesis report identifies climate risk, adaptation options and opportunities for 
private sector development in semi-arid regions. 
 
Accelerating Sendai Framework implementation in Asia: disaster risk reduction in 
contexts of violence, conflict and fragility  
Research reports and studies | June 2018 | Katie Peters 
   This report explores the links between disasters and conflict in Asia, with a view to supporting 
accelerated implementation of the Sendai Framework. 
 
A guide to multilateral development banks  
Working and discussion papers | June 2018 | Annalisa Prizzon and Lars Engen 
   This updated guide offers a comprehensive comparison on the most pertinent global, regional 
and sub-regional multilateral development banks. 
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The role of multilateral climate funds in supporting resilience and adaptation 
through insurance initiatives  
Briefing papers | June 2018 | Lena Weingartner, Alice Caravani and Pablo Suarez 
   This BRACED policy brief explores how insurance can support smart decisions around risk 
reduction and adaptation to support the most vulnerable. 
 
Negotiating difference in an interdisciplinary collaboration  
Working and discussion papers | June 2018 | Ajoy Datta 
   This paper reflects on the collaborative practices of a group of researchers convened to 
undertake an interdisciplinary project. 
 
 
Urban Institute   [to 30 Jun 2018] 
https://www.urban.org/publications 
June 28, 2018 
Place and Opportunity: Using Federal Fair Housing Data to Examine Opportunity 
across US Regions and Populations  
   Growing evidence demonstrates that where you live affects your well-being and ability to 
thrive (Chetty et al. 2018; Turner and Gourevitch 2017). This brief highlights new connections 
between place and access to opportunity across regions and populations. We analyze data on 
neighborhood-level exposure to opportunity that the US Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) originally released in 2015 to help local  
Ruth Gourevitch, Solomon Greene, Rolf Pendall 
June 28, 2018 
Research Report 
  
Food Insecurity, Housing Hardship, and Medical Care Utilization  
   Social determinants of health can be related to health care spending, and they often reflect 
material hardships people face. However, research on the relationship between specific 
hardships and medical care utilization across the US adult population is limited. Using 2010–11 
data from the Survey of Income and Program Participation (SIPP), we study three specific 
hardships—food insecurity, housing insecurity, and housing quality—  
Kyle J. Caswell, Stephen Zuckerman 
June 27, 2018 
Research Report 
  
Challenges to Obtaining Manufactured Home Financing  
   Manufactured housing is one of the most affordable types of housing in the US, but the high 
cost of manufactured home financing may be contributing to its surprisingly low production. Our 
close look at Home Mortgage Disclosure Act (HMDA) data reveals that the loan most 
manufactured homebuyers obtain – the chattel loan – costs 4.4 percentage points more per 
year than a standard mortgage loan. Despite this greater expense, more  
Laurie Goodman, Bhargavi Ganesh 
June 27, 2018 
Brief 
  
Housing Finance at a Glance: A Monthly Chartbook, June 2018  
   The June 2018 edition of At A Glance, the Housing Finance Policy Center's reference guide for 
mortgage and housing market data, includes updated figures describing the size of the 
mortgage market, originator profitability, first-time homebuyer share, negative household equity 
and latest modification activities.  
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Laurie Goodman, Alanna McCargo, Edward Golding, Jim Parrott, Sheryl Pardo, Todd M. Hill, Jun 
Zhu, Bing Bai, Karan Kaul, Bhargavi Ganesh, Sarah Strochak, Andrea Reyes 
June 26, 2018 
Research Report 
  
The Evolution of Online Sales Taxes and What's Next For States  
   In 1967, the Supreme Court ruled in National Bellas Hess v. Department of Revenue of 
Illinois, that a business must have a physical presence within a state’s borders for the state to 
collect sales taxes from that business. In 1992, the court reaffirmed the physical presence 
requirement in Quill Corp. v. North Dakota, striking down a North Dakota law that required 
“every person who engages in regular or systematic solicitation of  
Richard C. Auxier, Kim S. Rueben 
June 26, 2018 
Brief 
  
Supporting Students to Be Resilient, Successful, and Ready to Learn  
   TNI@School in Prince George’s County, Maryland established a network of school- and 
community-based organizations to help achieve its goal of ensuring that all students are 
resilient, successful, and ready to learn. This brief focuses on the activities of TNI@School’s 
core partners for grades K–12 from 2015 to 2017 and examines interim measures of progress in 
connecting students to services. TNI@School has made great  
Sarah Gillespie, Jasmine Simington, Megan Gallagher 
June 26, 2018 
Brief 
  
Supporting Students to Be Resilient, Successful, and Ready to Learn  
   TNI@School in Prince George’s County, Maryland established a network of school- and 
community-based organizations to help achieve its goal of ensuring that all students are 
resilient, successful, and ready to learn. This report focuses on the activities of TNI@School’s 
core partners for grades K–12 from 2015 to 2017 and examines interim measures of progress in 
connecting students to services. TNI@School has made  
Sarah Gillespie, Jasmine Simington, Megan Gallagher 
June 26, 2018 
Research Report 
  
Evaluation of the Student and Family Stability Initiative  
   The King County Housing Authority (KCHA), in partnership with the Highline School District 
and the nonprofit social service organization Neighborhood House, launched the Student and 
Family Stability Initiative (SFSI) pilot program in 2013 to provide housing and employment 
supports to homeless and unstably housed families with children enrolled in Highline elementary 
schools. In 2016, KCHA contracted with the Urban Institute (  
Martha M. Galvez, Amanda Gold, Sara McTarnaghan 
June 25, 2018 
Research Report 
  
 
World Economic Forum    [to 30 Jun 2018] 
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/ 
News 28 Jun 2018  
World Economic Forum Teams up with Cities in Michigan and Ontario for Seamless 
Integrated Mobility  
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Financial Institutions Pressed to Support Businesses Tackling Deforestation as 
Governments Worldwide Tighten Land-Use Policies  
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
World Economic Forum Annual Meeting of the New Champions to Focus on Role of 
Science and Technology in Addressing World’s Most Critical Challenges  
 
News 27 Jun 2018  
Autonomous Vehicles Will Clog City Centres unless Lawmakers Step Up, Says Boston 
Study  
 
Applications Open for ASEAN Start-Ups to Join the World Economic Forum Meeting 
in Viet Nam  
 
Drones for Humanity: Forum Initiative Aims Unlock Societal Benefits of Unmanned 
Aerial Vehicles  
 
 

*                      *                       *                        * 
 
 

:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will primarily monitor press/media releases announcing key initiatives and new research 
from a growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, 
humanitarian response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended 
to be exhaustive, but indicative.  
 
 

Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 30 Jun 2018] 
https://www.alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
JUNE 20, 2018  
Plans for Third Building on Seattle Campus  
   SEATTLE, June 20, 2018 — The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation announced plans to move 
forward with a third building at their headquarters located in downtown Seattle, across from 
Seattle Center and the historic Space Needle. The foundation plans to break ground on the new 
building in Fall of 2019 with completion in Spring of 2022.  
 
 
Annie E. Casey Foundation   [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/ 
Posted June 27, 2018 
One Million Missing: Undercount of Young Kids in 2020 Census Threatens Gains 
   The 2018 KIDS COUNT Data Book reveals improved child outcomes but warns of decade of 
damage from inaccurate census. 
 
 
Blue Meridian Partners [to 30 Jun 2018] 
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http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/ 
Blue Meridian Partners is a new capital aggregation collaboration that plans to invest at least $1 
billion in high-performance nonprofits that are poised to have truly national impact for 
economically disadvantaged children and youth.  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clinton Foundation  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Co Impact   [to 30 Jun 2018] 
www.co-impact.io 
Co-Impact is a global philanthropic collaborative for systems change focused on improving the 
lives of millions of people around the world. 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Ford Foundation  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.fordfoundation.org/?filter=News 
News 25 June 2018  
Distinguished surgeon and former Chancellor of the University of Texas System will 
lead Ford Foundation Board of Trustees  
Ford Foundation appoints Dr. Francisco Cigarroa as chair of its Board of Trustees 
    New York, 25 June 2018 — The Ford Foundation announced today the election of Dr. 
Francisco Cigarroa as chair of its Board of Trustees. Cigarroa will become the 12th board chair 
of the foundation, and will succeed Kofi Appenteng… Kofi Appenteng will remain on the board 
after serving with distinction as chair for a four-year term… 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 30 Jun 2018] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press 
GHIT was set up in 2012 with the aim of developing new tools to tackle infectious diseases that 
devastate the world’s poorest people. Other funders include six Japanese pharmaceutical  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

Grameen Foundation    [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.grameenfoundation.org/news-events/press-room 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
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https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press
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IKEA Foundation    [to 30 Jun 2018] 
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/category/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 30 Jun 2018] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Kaiser Family Foundation  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
https://www.kff.org/ 
June 29, 2018 News Release  
Poll: Two-thirds of Americans Don’t Want the Supreme Court to Overturn Roe 
v. Wade 
   Large Majority of the Public View Federal Funding of Family Planning Services for Low-Income 
Women as “Important” As President Trump prepares to make a new Supreme Court 
nomination, new polling from the Kaiser Family Foundation finds that two-thirds (67%) of the 
public do not want the Supreme Court to overturn the 1973… 
 
June 29, 2018 Poll Finding  
Further Findings from Kaiser’s June Health Tracking Poll: Women’s Issues 
   The latest Kaiser Health Tracking Poll examines the public’s attitudes, with a focus on views 
of women ages 18-44, toward several key women’s issues including workplace protections and 
reproductive health – as well as the role that these issues may play in the 2018 midterm 
elections.  
 
June 28, 2018 News Release  
New Analysis Illustrates Potential Impact of Medicaid Work Requirements on 
Coverage if Implemented Nationally as Called for by House Budget Committee and 
Senate Legislation 
   As a number of states pursue Medicaid waivers to require certain beneficiaries to work in 
order to receive benefits, the House Budget Committee passed a budget resolution this month 
calling for the enactment of Medicaid work requirements in all states, a goal also advanced in 
proposed legislation in the Senate… 
 
June 28, 2018 News Release  
Proposed Title X Regulations Could Significantly Impact Family Planning Care for 
Low-income Women 
   Earlier this month, the Trump Administration proposed new regulations for the Federal Title X 
family planning program that could significantly impact the network of providers currently 
available to low-income women and restrict what participating providers can discuss with 
women as part of their family planning care. A new Kaiser Family… 
 
June 28, 2018 Issue Brief  
Proposed Changes to Title X: Implications for Women and Family Planning Providers 
   The Trump Administration has taken numerous steps to significantly alter the Title X program, 
the federal grant program that supports family planning services to low-income women. These 
actions would block the availability of federal funds to family planning providers like Planned 
Parenthood that also offer abortion services, curtail counseling and referrals to abortion services 
by Title X funded providers, and direct new funds to faith-based and other organizations that 

https://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news/250-how-philanthropic-partnerships-can-combat-america-s-opioid-epidemic
https://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news/250-how-philanthropic-partnerships-can-combat-america-s-opioid-epidemic
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/category/press-releases/
https://www.hhmi.org/news
https://www.kff.org/
https://www.kff.org/health-reform/press-release/poll-two-thirds-of-americans-dont-want-the-supreme-court-to-overturn-roe-v-wade/
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https://www.kff.org/medicaid/press-release/new-analysis-illustrates-potential-impact-of-medicaid-work-requirements-on-coverage-if-implemented-nationally-as-called-for-by-house-budget-committee-and-senate-legislation/
https://www.kff.org/medicaid/press-release/new-analysis-illustrates-potential-impact-of-medicaid-work-requirements-on-coverage-if-implemented-nationally-as-called-for-by-house-budget-committee-and-senate-legislation/
https://www.kff.org/medicaid/press-release/new-analysis-illustrates-potential-impact-of-medicaid-work-requirements-on-coverage-if-implemented-nationally-as-called-for-by-house-budget-committee-and-senate-legislation/
https://www.kff.org/womens-health-policy/press-release/proposed-title-x-regulations-could-significantly-impact-family-planning-care-for-low-income-women/
https://www.kff.org/womens-health-policy/press-release/proposed-title-x-regulations-could-significantly-impact-family-planning-care-for-low-income-women/
https://www.kff.org/womens-health-policy/issue-brief/proposed-changes-to-title-x-implications-for-women-and-family-planning-providers/


   

: 

promote fertility awareness and abstinence as methods of family planning. This brief provides 
an overview of the Title X program, discusses the new 2018 funding announcement and related 
litigation, and reviews the Trump Administration’s proposed regulations and the implications of 
these changes.  
 
June 27, 2018 Fact Sheet  
Key Health Implications of Separation of Families at the Border (as of June 
27, 2018) 
   This fact sheet examines key health implications of separating immigrant children from their 
parents at the border, as of June 27, 2018. The practice came to light after implementation of 
the Trump Administration’s zero tolerance policy for individuals entering into the U.S. without 
authorization. Research shows that separating children from their parents exposes them to 
trauma and toxic stress that can have lifelong impacts on their health. 
 
June 27, 2018 Issue Brief  
Implications of a Medicaid Work Requirement: National Estimates of Potential 
Coverage Losses 
   A number of states have received approval for, have applied for, or are considering Medicaid 
waiver proposals that would impose work requirements as a condition of eligibility, and some 
policymakers are calling for a federal requirement that all states implement work requirements 
in Medicaid. This analysis provides illustrative scenarios of potential nationwide reductions in 
Medicaid coverage if all states implemented work requirements similar to those currently 
proposed. The scenarios assume low and high disenrollment rates tied to compliance with the 
work requirements and related problems with reporting, based on disenrollment rates reported 
in existing studies of the effect of Medicaid reporting requirements and state estimates of 
enrollment under proposed waivers.  
 
June 27, 2018 Issue Brief  
Medicaid Waiver Tracker: Which States Have Approved and Pending Section 1115 
Medicaid Waivers? 
   This resource tracks states with approved Section 1115 Medicaid waivers and pending 
waivers (which include new waiver applications, waiver amendments, and renewals). View 
approved and pending waivers according to waiver category. Related waiver resources are 
available by topic at the bottom of the page, as are additional details on each approved and 
pending waiver. 
 
June 27, 2018 Fact Sheet  
HIV Testing in the United States 
   This fact sheet provides information on key HIV testing statistics, testing recommendations as 
advised by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), insurance coverage of 
HIV testing, testing sites and policies, and types of tests available. 
 
June 27, 2018 News Release  
Poll: Two-thirds of Voters Say a Candidate’s Position on Pre-existing Conditions is 
Important to their Vote, More than Say the Same about Drug Costs, ACA Repeal or 
Medicare-for-All 
   About two-thirds (65%) of voters say a candidate’s support for continued protections for 
people with pre-existing health conditions is either the “single most important factor” or “very 
important” to their vote in the upcoming midterms elections, finds the latest Kaiser Family 
Foundation tracking poll. That’s a larger share than says the… 
 
June 27, 2018 Poll Finding  

https://www.kff.org/disparities-policy/fact-sheet/key-health-implications-of-separation-of-families-at-the-border/
https://www.kff.org/disparities-policy/fact-sheet/key-health-implications-of-separation-of-families-at-the-border/
https://www.kff.org/medicaid/issue-brief/implications-of-a-medicaid-work-requirement-national-estimates-of-potential-coverage-losses/
https://www.kff.org/medicaid/issue-brief/implications-of-a-medicaid-work-requirement-national-estimates-of-potential-coverage-losses/
https://www.kff.org/medicaid/issue-brief/which-states-have-approved-and-pending-section-1115-medicaid-waivers/
https://www.kff.org/medicaid/issue-brief/which-states-have-approved-and-pending-section-1115-medicaid-waivers/
https://www.kff.org/hivaids/fact-sheet/hiv-testing-in-the-united-states/
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https://www.kff.org/health-costs/press-release/poll-two-thirds-voters-say-candidates-position-on-pre-existing-conditions-is-important/
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Kaiser Health Tracking Poll – June 2018: Campaigns, Pre-Existing Conditions, and 
Prescription Drug Ads 
   The June 2018 KFF Tracking Poll examines the top issues voters want to hear candidates talk 
about during their 2018 congressional campaigns, including the importance of specific health 
care positions such as continuing protections for people with pre-existing conditions. The Kaiser 
poll also examines the public’s views and experiences with prescription drug advertisements and 
pricing. 
 
June 27, 2018 Topic Landing Page  
Private Insurance 
 
June 27, 2018 Interactive  
Kaiser Health Tracking Poll: The Public’s Views on the ACA 
   This interactive chart allows users to track public opinion on the Affordable Care Act, from the 
inception of the law to the present, for subgroups based on age, race, income, gender, party 
identification and insurance status. 
 
June 26, 2018 Issue Brief  
Individual Insurance Market Performance in Early 2018 
   Results from early 2018 suggest that despite significant challenges, the individual market 
remains stable and insurers are generally profitable. Insurer financial results from 2018 – after 
the Administration’s decision to cease cost-sharing subsidy payments, but before the repeal of 
the individual mandate penalty in the tax overhaul goes into effect – showed no sign of a 
market collapse.  
 
June 25, 2018 Poll Finding  
Kaiser Health Tracking Poll – June 2018: Views Towards Older Adults and Access to 
Guns 
   This month’s Kaiser Health Tracking Poll asked the public about access to guns among seniors 
over the age of 65.  
 
June 25, 2018 Perspective  
JAMA Forum: The Looming Legal and Political Fights Over Pre-Existing Condition 
Protections 
   In this June 2018 post for The JAMA Forum, Larry Levitt examines the potential impact of the 
Trump Administration’s legal challenge to the Affordable Care Act’s protections for people with 
pre-existing conditions. 
 
June 25, 2018 Poll Finding  
Public Opinion on Chronic Illness in America 
   The April 2018 Kaiser Health Tracking Poll finds six in ten say they or someone in their 
immediate family have a chronic health condition that requires ongoing medical treatment, and 
a third of those dealing with a chronic condition requiring ongoing medical care say they or 
their household have had problems paying medical bills in the past 12 months. This poll finding 
also looks at how the public views policies aimed at preventing chronic disease in America. 
 
 
Aga Khan Foundation   [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation 
29 June 2018 
Aga Khan Garden in Edmonton opens to public 
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27 June 2018 
UK Government welcomes His Highness the Aga Khan on the occasion of his 
Diamond Jubilee 
 
27 June 2018 
Training in Community Based Disaster Risk Management  
 
26 June 2018 
Aga Khan Centre inaugurated in King’s Cross, London  
 
 
Kellogg Foundation  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media#pp=10&p=1&f1=news 
June 26, 2018 
New Mexico analysis makes the business case for racial equity in new report 
released by W.K. Kellogg Foundation and Altarum 
    (BATTLE CREEK, MICH.)  – A study released today by the W.K. Kellogg Foundation (WKKF) 
and Altarum concludes that New Mexico’s future economic growth is linked to a healthier, better 
educated, more skilled and diverse workforce. “The Business Case for Racial Equity New 
Mexico: A Strategy for Growth” analysis also finds the state can realize a $93 billion gain in 
economic output by 2050 if racial disparities in health, education, incarceration and employment 
are eliminated… 
 
 
MacArthur Foundation  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.macfound.org/ 
June 21, 2018 | Press release   
 
 
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation [to 30 Jun 2018] 
https://www.moore.org/ 
June 29, 2018  
Perspective: How foundations can have an outsize impact on scientific research 
   … Our Private Funding of Basic Science Survey indicated that total private funding for basic 
science was at least $2.3 billion in 2017. Given that the response rate to our survey was about 
58%, this figure is consistent with NSF numbers, which estimates that nonprofit-sector-funded 
research expenditures at higher education institutions was $4 billion in 2016. These figures, 
however, represent only nonprofit sources of funding at universities, and do not include 
spending of university endowment funds or research at nonprofit research institutions like the 
Howard Hughes Medical Institute, so the overall impact of philanthropic funding of basic science 
is much greater. 
   While funding from foundations is limited, it can play an outsize role relative to other sources 
of funding –  including government, academia, and corporations – in supporting basic scientific 
research… 
 
June 26, 2018  
National Academy of Medicine examines payment system for serious illness care 
   …The foundation’s Patient Care Program is supporting efforts to ensure high-need patients – 
those with serious illnesses and limited ability to perform everyday tasks such as dressing, 
bathing or walking – have access to care that meets their needs and in the location they want it 
most: their home. Part of our efforts include supporting the National Academy of Medicine’s 
roundtable. 
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https://www.moore.org/programs/patient-care
https://www.moore.org/initiative-strategy-detail?initiativeId=serious-illness-care
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   Through its public workshops, the roundtable aims for participants to learn from other 
stakeholders interested in a shared vision of high-quality, community-based care for people with 
serious illness… 
 
 
Open Society Foundation  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/issues/media-information 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.packard.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Pew Charitable Trusts  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room 
Press Releases & Statements 
June 26, 2018 
Pew Report Examines Hiring and Employment in Philadelphia Government 
 
Opinion 
June 21, 2018  
Paris Meeting Offers EU Opportunity for Leadership on High-Seas Agreement 
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/about-us/news-media/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom/news-releases.html 
June 26, 2018   Report  
Change in Number of Carriers Offering Off-Exchange Only Plans by County 
   Marketplace enrollment declines in the off-exchange-only segment may be significant due to 
affordability issues for the unsubsidized population. 
 
June 25, 2018   News Release  
Comments from Richard Besser, MD, on Proposed Rule Related to Standard Charges 
by Hospitals and Transparency Around Out-of-Pocket Costs 
   RWJF comments on the proposed rule related to both the online posting of standard charges 
by hospitals and the Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services Request for Information about 
transparency around out-of-pocket costs. 
 
 
Science Philanthropy Alliance   [to 30 Jun 2018] 
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/ 
“…a group of organizations working together to increase philanthropic support for basic 
scientific research on a global basis…” 
No new digest content identified. 
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SDG Philanthropy Platform 
http://sdgfunders.org/ 
SDG Philanthropy Platform is a collaboration between philanthropy and the greater international 
development community led by Foundation Center, United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) and Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, and supported by the Conrad N. Hilton 
Foundation, Ford Foundation and the MasterCard Foundation, the Brach Family Foundation, and 
other key organizations such as Asociación de Fundaciones Empresariales (AFE) in Colombia, 
Brach Family Charitable Foundation, CAF America, Council on Foundations, East Africa 
Association of Grantmakers (EAAG), European Foundation Centre, Filantropi Indonesia (FI), 
GlobalGiving, The Humanitarian Forum, World Congress of Muslim Philanthropists, and 
Worldwide Initiatives for Grantmaker Support (WINGS). 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation 
https://sloan.org/about/press  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 30 Jun 2018] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
Published: 27 June 2018  
New antibiotic approved for drug-resistant infections 
A new antibiotic, developed with support from Wellcome, has been approved for patient use in 
the US. 
   The US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has approved the use of plazomicin (opens in a 
new tab) (brand name ZEMDRI) for the treatment of complicated, drug-resistant urinary tract 
infections. 
   Wellcome supported development of the new medicine, including £8.1m funding for pre-
clinical research and Phase 2 development. 
   The rapid rise and spread of untreatable superbugs is a serious and global health threat, 
currently killing around 700,000 people a year globally. 
   Tim Jinks, Head of Wellcome’s Drug-Resistant Infections Programme said: "This new 
antibiotic will be a vital last-resort treatment for patients with complicated and life-threatening 
urinary tract infections. As with any new antibiotic, ensuring appropriate use is essential… 

 
 
*                       *                       *                        * 
 

:: Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in 
human rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be 
exhaustive. We will add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon 
recommendation from readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content 
but note that successful access to some of the articles and other content may require 
subscription or other access arrangement unique to the publisher. Please suggest additional 
journals you feel warrant coverage. 
 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
July 2018 Volume 46, Issue 7, p733-850, e43-e64  
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http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
July 2018 Volume 55, Issue 1, p1-132, e1-e18  
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current  
Research Articles 
Trends in High-Grade Cervical Cancer Precursors in the Human Papillomavirus 
Vaccine Era 
Fredrick Oakley, Mohamed M. Desouki, Manideepthi Pemmaraju, Julia M. Gargano, Lauri E. 
Markowitz, Martin Steinau, Elizabeth R. Unger, Yuwei Zhu, Oluwole Fadare, Marie R. Griffin 
p19–25 
Published online: May 17, 2018 
 
Addressing Parents’ Vaccine Concerns: A Randomized Trial of a Social Media 
Intervention 
Matthew F. Daley, Komal J. Narwaney, Jo Ann Shoup, Nicole M. Wagner, Jason M. Glanz 
p44–54 
Published online: May 14, 2018 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
July 2018  108(7) 
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
IMMIGRATION 
Immigrant Health Care in the Context of an Incredibly Complicated Health Care 
System 
Global Health, Immigration, Public Health Practice 
Ann M. Philbrick 
108(7), pp. 843–844 
 
REFUGEES 
Determinants of Mental Disorders in Syrian Refugees in Turkey Versus Internally 
Displaced Persons in Syria 
Global Health, Refugees 
Sidika Tekeli-Yesil, Esra Isik, Yesim Unal, Fuad Aljomaa Almossa, Hande Konsuk Unlu and 
Ahmet Tamer Aker 
108(7), pp. 938–945 
 
 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
Volume 98, Issue 6, 2018  
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/14761645/98/6 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
19 June 2018 Vol: 168, Issue 12  
http://annals.org/aim/issue 

[Reviewed earlier] 
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BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed 30 Jun 2018) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Global Health 
May 2018 - Volume 3 - 3 
http://gh.bmj.com/content/3/3 
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Malaria at international borders presents particular challenges with regards to elimination. 
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Performance-based financing in three humanitarian settings: principles and 
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Performance based financing (PBF) has been increasingly implemented across low and middle-
income countries, including in fragile and humanitarian settings, which present specific features 
likely to require adaptation and to influence implementation of any health financing programme. 
However, the literature has been surprisingly thin in the discussion of how PBF has been 
adapted to different contexts, and in turn how different contexts may influence PBF. With case 
studies from three humanitarian settings (northern Nigeria, Central African Republic and South 
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Approaching the seventh year of conflict in Syria, Turkey is still the single country hosting the 
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United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) quoted that there were 3.5 million 
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camps.3 While medical provision within... 
 
ORIGINAL ARTICLES 
Impact of mass drug administration campaigns depends on interaction with 
seasonal human movement  
Mass drug administration (MDA) is a control and elimination tool for treating infectious diseases. 
For malaria, it is widely accepted that conducting MDA during the dry season results in the best 
outcomes. However, seasonal movement of populations into and out of MDA target areas is 
common in many places and could potentially fundamentally limit the ability of MDA campaigns 
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in the USA, but the lifespan of America’s poor depends substantially on where they live. We ask 
whether two major developments in American society, deindustrialization and incarceration, can 
explain variation among states in life expectancy of those in the lowest income quartile. 
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Themed Section: Inclusive Archives and Recordkeeping: Towards a Critical 
Manifesto 
Article 
Inclusive archives and recordkeeping: towards a critical manifesto 
Joanne Evans & Jacqueline Z. Wilson 
Pages: 857-860 
Published online: 01 Feb 2018 
Abstract 
Archival practices must now reflect both advances in information technology, and the ethos of 
inclusivity that assures that the subjects of records have full opportunity to participate in the 
memory-making process, and to ‘own’ the resulting records. This themed section presents four 
articles demonstrating various ways in which this is being done or could potentially be done, 
and why it is needed. The articles model new and innovative modes of archiving, closely 
collaborative approaches to ensuring that the ‘personal’ is included in the record, and ways in 
which the norms of historical practice, heritage and social memory can be transformed by new 
ways of thinking about and defining archival practices. 
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Viewpoint 
QALYs in 2018—Advantages and Concerns  
Peter J. Neumann, ScD; Joshua T. Cohen, PhD  
JAMA. 2018;319(24):2473-2474. doi:10.1001/jama.2018.6072  
This Viewpoint reviews the rationale for measuring health outcomes using quality-adjusted life-
years (QALYs) and discusses the advantages and limitations of the measure and its role in 
attempts to define and promote the practice of high-value medicine. 
 
Health Care Reforms in India  
K. Srinath Reddy, MD, DM  
JAMA. 2018;319(24):2477-2478. doi:10.1001/jama.2018.5284  
This Viewpoint discusses the efforts India has been taking as it works toward establishing 
universal health coverage. 
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Key messages 
:: Sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR) are essential for sustainable development 
because of their links to gender equality and women's wellbeing, their impact on maternal, 
newborn, child, and adolescent health, and their roles in shaping future economic development 
and environmental sustainability. 
:: Everyone has a right to make decisions that govern their bodies, free of stigma, 
discrimination, and coercion. These decisions include those related to sexuality, reproduction, 
and the use of sexual and reproductive health services. 
:: SRHR information and services should be accessible and affordable to all individuals who 
need them regardless of their age, marital status, socioeconomic status, race or ethnicity, 
sexual orientation, or gender identity. 
:: The necessary investments in SRHR per capita are modest and are affordable for most low-
income and middle-income countries. Less-developed countries will face funding gaps, however, 
and will continue to need external assistance. 
:: Countries should incorporate the essential services defined in this report into universal health 
coverage, paying special attention to the poorest and most vulnerable people. 
:: Countries must also take actions beyond the health sector to change social norms, laws, and 
policies to uphold human rights. The most crucial reforms are those that promote gender 
equality and give women greater control over their bodies and lives. 

 
 
Lancet Global Health 
Jul 2018 Volume 6 Number 7 e703-e810 
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/issue/current 
Articles 
Contribution of socioeconomic factors to the variation in body-mass index in 58 low-
income and middle-income countries: an econometric analysis of multilevel data 
Rockli Kim, Ichiro Kawachi, Brent A Coull, S V Subramanian 
Summary 
Background 
Most epidemiological studies have not simultaneously quantified variance in health within and 
between populations. We aimed to estimate the extent to which basic socioeconomic factors 
contribute to variation in body-mass index (BMI) across different populations. 
Methods 
We pooled data from the cross-sectional Demographic and Health Surveys (2005–16) for 15–49 
year old women with complete data for anthropometric measures in 58 low-income and middle-
income countries (LMICs). We compared estimates from multilevel variance component models 
for BMI before and after adjusting for age and socioeconomic factors (place of residence, 
education, household wealth, and marital status). The hierarchical structure of the sample 
included three levels with women at level 1, communities at level 2, and countries at level 3. 
The primary outcome was BMI. We did a sensitivity analysis using the 2002–03 World Health 
Surveys. 
Findings 
Of 1,212,758 women nested within 64 764 communities and 58 countries, we found that most 
unexplained variation for BMI was attributed to between-individual differences (80%) and the 
remaining was between-population differences (14% for countries and 6% for communities). 
Socioeconomic factors explained a large proportion of between-population variance in BMI 
(14·8% for countries and 47·1% for communities), but only about 2% of interindividual 
variance. In country-specific models, we found substantial variation in the magnitude of 
between-individual differences (variance estimates ranging from 7·6 to 31·4, or 86·0–98·6% of 
the total variation) and the proportion explained by socioeconomic factors (0·1-6·4%). The 
disproportionately large unexplained between-individual variance in BMI was consistently found 
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in additional analyses including more comprehensive set of predictor variables, both men and 
women, and populations from low-income and high-income countries. 
Interpretation 
Our findings on variance decomposition in BMI and explanation by socioeconomic factors at 
population and individual levels indicate that inferential questions that target within and 
between populations are importantly inter-related and should be considered simultaneously. 
Funding 
None. 
 
 
Lancet Infectious Diseases 
Jul 2018 Volume 18 Number 7 p697-812  e183-e227  
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/issue/current 
Editorial 
How to be ready for the next influenza pandemic 
The Lancet Infectious Diseases 
This year marks the 100th anniversary of the 1918 influenza pandemic, the worst acute 
infectious disease outbreak in modern history. The pandemic was caused by influenza virus 
H1N1 and emerged in the final stages of World War 1. It is estimated that between 20 million 
and 50 million people died during this pandemic, with a uniquely high mortality in young adults 
aged between 20 and 40 years. Low-income countries were hit particularly hard (17 million 
people are thought to have died in India alone) because of their poor health systems. Why the 
1918 pandemic was so severe is still a matter of debate, but immunological factors and 
secondary bacterial infections were major contributors to the heavy death toll. Other influenza 
pandemics, albeit less severe, have then occurred in 1957, 1968, and 2009, so a new one 
appears inevitable at some point in the future. Thus, on the centenary of the 1918 pandemic, it 
is timely to ask ourselves whether the world would be prepared now for such an event. 
 
The answer sadly is no: we do not know what virus will cause the next pandemic, there is no 
way to rapidly develop and deploy an effective vaccine against a pandemic virus, differences in 
quality of health systems hamper a prompt response, and surveillance data on influenza have 
major gaps. At the Massachusetts Medical Society's annual meeting on April 27, American 
philanthropist Bill Gates presented a simulation by the Institute for Disease Modeling that found 
that a new influenza virus like the one that caused the 1918 pandemic would now most likely 
kill 30 million people within 6 months. Thus, an influenza pandemic represents a real threat that 
could only be managed with a rapid and effective response from both national governments 
and the international health community, something that was not seen for the most recent major 
oubreak of a deadly infectious disease, the emergence of Ebola virus disease in west Africa in 
2014-16. 
 
In order to improve the preparedness of the global health community to a pandemic, three 
areas are crucial: vaccination, surveillance, and building response capacity. As discussed in our 
May Editorial, the development of a universal influenza vaccine, the holy grail of influenza 
research, would enhance the capacity to protect people from infection. Gates' announcement of 
a US$12 million donation to contribute to the development of such a vaccine is therefore 
welcome news. However, the development of an effective vaccine is expected to take at least 
5–10 years. 
 
Surveillance for influenza is of crucial importance but is also complex because it needs to cover 
two key populations: animals and humans. It is expected that the next pandemic influenza virus 
will originate from a spillover from birds, the natural reservoir of all influenza viruses, or pigs, in 
which avian and human viruses can coexist, thus favouring recombination. At the recent 
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ECCMID meeting, Colin Russell presented the results of a study that mapped areas in the world 
at highest risk of spillover of avian and swine influenza virus into humans. Particularly ominous 
was the observation that surveillance for viruses circulating in birds and pigs in such areas is 
often very limited, so the rapid spread of an influenza virus of pandemic potential could easily 
go undetected. Equally patchy is the surveillance of human cases of influenza, which is essential 
to recognise unusual severity or incidence of cases which can be a prodrome for a pandemic. 
WHO has conducted monitoring through the Global Influenza Surveillance and Response 
System for over half a century, relying on collection and preliminary analysis of virus specimens 
from national influenza centres. Not all countries have such centres (for example, only 18 
African countries have one) so the reporting of influenza cases remains suboptimum. 
 
In case of an influenza pandemic, the capacity to respond promptly will play a key part because 
of airborne transmission. Antivirals and antibiotics to prevent secondary bacterial infections will 
be important, while awaiting development of an effective vaccine, but stockpiles of these are 
currently insufficient. Moreover, there is need to invest in strengthening health systems and 
microbiological capacities on the ground to enhance the rapid response to any outbreak. 
 
Influenza is the infectious disease with a proven record of causing pandemics, so it is essential 
that it remains at the centre of efforts for pandemic preparedness. The next influenza pandemic 
will be a real test for the international health community. We should not find ourselves 
unprepared—to be so could cost millions of lives. 
 
Articles 
Effectiveness of the DTPa-HBV-IPV/Hib vaccine against invasive Haemophilus 
influenzae type b disease in the Netherlands (2003–16): a case-control study 
Susana Monge, Susan JM Hahné, Hester E de Melker, Elisabeth AM Sanders, Arie van der Ende, 
Mirjam J Knol 
 
Series 
Tuberculosis 
Tuberculosis: progress and advances in development of new drugs, treatment 
regimens, and host-directed therapies 
Simon Tiberi, Nelita du Plessis, Gerhard Walzl, Michael J Vjecha, Martin Rao, Francine Ntoumi, 
Sayoki Mfinanga, Nathan Kapata, Peter Mwaba, Timothy D McHugh, Giuseppe Ippolito, Giovanni 
Battista Migliori, Markus J Maeurer, Alimuddin Zumla 
 
Tuberculosis: advances and challenges in development of new diagnostics and 
biomarkers 
Gerhard Walzl, Ruth McNerney, Nelita du Plessis, Matthew Bates, Timothy D McHugh, Novel N 
Chegou, Alimuddin Zumla 
 
Review 
Development of vaccines against Zika virus 
Gregory A Poland, Richard B Kennedy, Inna G Ovsyannikova, Ricardo Palacios, Paulo Lee Ho, 
Jorge Kalil 
Summary 
Zika virus is an emerging pathogen of substantial public health concern to human beings. 
Although most infections are asymptomatic or present with benign, self-limited symptoms, a 
small percentage of patients have complications, such as congenital anomalies in the 
developing fetus of pregnant women infected with the virus and neurological complications (eg, 
Guillain-Barré syndrome). To date, there is no vaccine, antiviral drug, or other modality 
available to prevent or treat Zika virus infection. In this Review, we examine vaccine 
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development efforts for Zika virus to date and research gaps in the development of candidate 
vaccines against Zika virus. Top research priorities should include development of a better 
understanding of immunity to Zika virus to establish clear correlates of protection; 
determination of what effect, if any, Zika vaccine-induced immune responses will have on 
subsequent dengue virus infection; evaluation of vaccine immunogenicity and efficacy in 
healthy adults and in the various subpopulations affected by Zika virus infection (children, 
pregnant women, women of childbearing age, and eldery people); and identification of the 
molecular mechanisms that underlie birth defects and neurological sequelae related to Zika 
virus. 
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Worrying changes in Hungary  
The European country’s autocratic government has made a disturbing grab at the nation’s 
scientific institutions. 
 
Review Article | 27 June 2018  
Triggers of tree mortality under drought  
Because climate change is expected to intensify regional-scale droughts, it is important to 
identify the physiological thresholds that precipitate the mortality of trees and the mechanisms 
of recovery after drought. 
Brendan Choat, Timothy J. Brodribb[…] & Belinda E. Medlyn 
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Severe droughts have caused widespread tree mortality across many forest biomes with 
profound effects on the function of ecosystems and carbon balance. Climate change is expected 
to intensify regional-scale droughts, focusing attention on the physiological basis of drought-
induced tree mortality. Recent work has shown that catastrophic failure of the plant hydraulic 
system is a principal mechanism involved in extensive crown death and tree mortality during 
drought, but the multi-dimensional response of trees to desiccation is complex. Here we focus 
on the current understanding of tree hydraulic performance under drought, the identification of 
physiological thresholds that precipitate mortality and the mechanisms of recovery after 
drought. Building on this, we discuss the potential application of hydraulic thresholds to 
process-based models that predict mortality 
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[Accessed 30 Jun 2018] 
Lessons Learnt from Epidemiological Investigation of Lassa Fever Outbreak in a 
Southwest State of Nigeria December 2015 to April 2016 
June 29, 2018 · Research Article  
   Introduction: An outbreak of Lassa Fever (LF) reported and confirmed in Ondo state, 
Southwest Nigeria in January 2016 was investigated. This paper provides the epidemiology of 
the LF and lessons learnt from the investigation of the outbreak. 
   Methods: The incidence management system (IMS) model was used for the outbreak 
coordination. Cases and deaths were identified through the routine surveillance system using 
standard definitions for suspected and confirmed cases and deaths respectively. Blood 
specimens collected from suspect cases were sent for confirmation at a WHO accredited 
laboratory. Active case search was intensified, and identified contacts of confirmed cases were 
followed up for the maximum incubation period of the disease. Other public health responses 
included infection prevention and control, communication and advocacy as well as case 
management. Data collected were analysed using SPSS 20, by time, place and persons and 
important lessons drawn were discussed.   
   Results: We identified 90 suspected LF cases of which 19 were confirmed by the laboratory. 
More than half (52.6%) of the confirmed cases were females with majority (73.7%) in the age 
group ≥ 15 years. The Case Fatality Rate (CFR) of 63.2% among the laboratory-confirmed 
positive cases where 9 of 19 cases died, was significantly higher compared to the laboratory 
confirmed negative cases where 6 of the 65 cases died ( CFR; 8.5%) p ≤ 0.05. Two hundred 
and eighty-seven contacts of the confirmed cases were identified, out of which 267(93.0%) 
completed  the follow-up without developing any symptoms and 2 (0.7%) developed symptoms 
consistent with LF and were confirmed by the laboratory. More than half of the contacts were 
females (64.5%) with most of them (89.2%) in the age group ≥ 25 years.   
   Discussion: One key lesson learnt from the investigation was that the confirmed cases were 
mainly primary cases; hence the needs to focus on measures of breaking the chain of 
transmission in the animal-man interphase during Lassa fever epidemic preparedness and 
response. In addition, the high case fatality rate despite early reporting and investigation 
suggested the need for a review of the case management policy and structure in the State. Key 
Words: Lassa fever, Outbreak Response, Incident Management System, Nigeria 
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Antibiotic prophylaxis—Preventing severe infections and saving lives in poor 
countries with very high mortality risk  
Keith P. Klugman, Rasa Izadnegahdar  
Perspective | published 26 Jun 2018 PLOS Medicine  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pmed.1002594  
 
Trade challenges at the World Trade Organization to national noncommunicable 
disease prevention policies: A thematic document analysis of trade and health policy 
space  
Policy makers appear to face significant pressure to design food, beverage, and tobacco 
regulations that other countries will deem consistent with trade rules. Trade-related influence 
on public health policy is likely to be understated by analyses limited to formal trade disputes. 
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Research Article  
Targeting vaccinations for the licensed dengue vaccine: Considerations for 
serosurvey design  
Natsuko Imai, Neil M. Ferguson  
Research Article | published 26 Jun 2018 PLOS ONE  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0199450  
Abstract 
Background 
The CYD-TDV vaccine was unusual in that the recommended target population for vaccination 
was originally defined not only by age, but also by transmission setting as defined by 
seroprevalence. WHO originally recommended countries consider vaccination against dengue 
with CYD-TDV vaccine in geographic settings only where prior infection with any dengue 
serotype, as measured by seroprevalence, was >170% in the target age group. Vaccine was 
not recommended in settings where seroprevalence was <50%. Test-and-vaccinate strategies 
suggested following new analysis by Sanofi will still require age-stratified seroprevalence 
surveys to optimise age-group targeting. Here we address considerations for serosurvey design 
in the context of vaccination program planning. 
Methods 
To explore how the design of seroprevalence surveys affects estimates of transmission 
intensity, 100 age-specific seroprevalence surveys were simulated using a beta-binomial 
distribution and a simple catalytic model for different combinations of age-range, survey size, 
transmission setting, and test sensitivity/specificity. We then used a Metropolis-Hastings Markov 
Chain Monte-Carlo algorithm to estimate the force of infection from each simulated dataset. 
Results 
Sampling from a wide age-range led to more accurate estimates than merely increasing sample 
size in a narrow age-range. This finding was consistent across all transmission settings. The 
optimum test sensitivity and specificity given an imperfect test differed by setting with high 
sensitivity being important in high transmission settings and high specificity important in low 
transmission settings. 
Conclusions 
When assessing vaccination suitability by seroprevalence surveys, countries should ensure an 
appropriate age-range is sampled, considering epidemiological evidence about the local burden 
of disease. 
 
Role of forensic odontology in the identification of victims of major mass disasters 
across the world: A systematic review  
Ghevaram Prajapati, Sachin C. Sarode, Gargi S. Sarode, Pankaj Shelke, Kamran H. Awan, 
Shankargouda Patil  

https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pmed.1002590
http://www.plosntds.org/
http://www.plosone.org/
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0199450
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0199450
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0199450
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0199791
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0199791


   

: 

Research Article | published 28 Jun 2018 PLOS ONE  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0199791  
 
 
PNAS - Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States  
of America 
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/ 
[Accessed 30 Jun 2018] 
Costs, needs, and integration efforts shape helping behavior toward refugees  
Robert Böhm, Maik M. P. Theelen, Hannes Rusch, and Paul A. M. Van Lange 
PNAS June 25, 2018. 201805601; published ahead of print June 25, 2018. 
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1805601115  
Significance 
The recent flow of refugees around the world evokes diametrically opposed reactions by the 
host countries’ citizens. Many people are willing to help refugees, whereas many others are not. 
Yet, the underlying mechanisms that lead to refugee helping versus rejection are not well 
understood. We use an economic game to investigate how economic and psychological factors 
shape citizens’ helping behavior toward refugees. We find that costs associated with refugee 
helping are a key determinant of citizens’ willingness to do so. It is especially people with a 
higher degree of prosociality that are willing to bear the personal cost of helping. Emphasizing 
the neediness of refugees as well as their integration efforts increases the willingness among 
citizens to provide help. 
Abstract 
Recent political instabilities and conflicts around the world have drastically increased the 
number of people seeking refuge. The challenges associated with the large number of arriving 
refugees have revealed a deep divide among the citizens of host countries: one group 
welcomes refugees, whereas another rejects them. Our research aim is to identify factors that 
help us understand host citizens’ (un)willingness to help refugees. We devise an economic 
game that captures the basic structural properties of the refugee situation. We use it to 
investigate both economic and psychological determinants of citizens’ prosocial behavior toward 
refugees. In three controlled laboratory studies, we find that helping refugees becomes less 
likely when it is individually costly to the citizens. At the same time, helping becomes more 
likely with the refugees’ neediness: helping increases when it prevents a loss rather than 
generates a gain for the refugees. Moreover, particularly citizens with higher degrees of 
prosocial orientation are willing to provide help at a personal cost. When refugees have to exert 
a minimum level of effort to be eligible for support by the citizens, these mandatory “integration 
efforts” further increase prosocial citizens’ willingness to help. Our results underscore that 
economic factors play a key role in shaping individual refugee helping behavior but also show 
that psychological factors modulate how individuals respond to them. Moreover, our economic 
game is a useful complement to correlational survey measures and can be used for pretesting 
policy measures aimed at promoting prosocial behavior toward refugees. 
 
Disease outbreak thresholds emerge from interactions between movement 
behavior, landscape structure, and epidemiology 
Lauren A. White, James D. Forester, and Meggan E. Craft 
PNAS June 25, 2018. 201801383; published ahead of print June 25, 2018 
Significance 
Understanding how emerging infectious and zoonotic diseases spread through space and time is 
critical for predicting outbreaks and designing interventions; disease models are important tools 
for realizing these goals. Currently, humans are altering the environment in unprecedented 
ways through urbanization, habitat fragmentation, and climate change. However, the 
consequences of increasingly heterogeneous landscapes on pathogen transmission and 
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persistence remain unclear. By synthesizing mathematical modeling and movement ecology 
approaches, we examined how wildlife movement patterns interact with broad-scale landscape 
structure to affect population-level disease dynamics. We found that habitat fragmentation 
could counterintuitively promote disease outbreaks but that, for higher wildlife densities and 
longer infectious periods, small differences in how hosts navigated their environments could 
dramatically alter observed disease dynamics. 
Abstract 
Disease models have provided conflicting evidence as to whether spatial heterogeneity 
promotes or impedes pathogen persistence. Moreover, there has been limited theoretical 
investigation into how animal movement behavior interacts with the spatial organization of 
resources (e.g., clustered, random, uniform) across a landscape to affect infectious disease 
dynamics. Importantly, spatial heterogeneity of resources can sometimes lead to nonlinear or 
counterintuitive outcomes depending on the host and pathogen system. There is a clear need to 
develop a general theoretical framework that could be used to create testable predictions for 
specific host–pathogen systems. Here, we develop an individual-based model integrated with 
movement ecology approaches to investigate how host movement behaviors interact with 
landscape heterogeneity (in the form of various levels of resource abundance and clustering) to 
affect pathogen dynamics. For most of the parameter space, our results support the 
counterintuitive idea that fragmentation promotes pathogen persistence, but this finding was 
largely dependent on perceptual range of the host, conspecific density, and recovery rate. For 
simulations with high conspecific density, slower recovery rates, and larger perceptual ranges, 
more complex disease dynamics emerged, and the most fragmented landscapes were not 
necessarily the most conducive to outbreaks or pathogen persistence. These results point to the 
importance of interactions between landscape structure, individual movement behavior, and 
pathogen transmission for predicting and understanding disease dynamics. 
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Research Articles 
Public Discourses of Ebola Contagion and Courtesy Stigma: The Real Risk to 
International Health Care Workers Returning Home From the West Africa Ebola 
Outbreak? 
Stephanie Gee, Morten Skovdal 
First Published February 27, 2018; pp. 1499–1508 
Abstract 
This article explores the homecoming experiences of international health care workers who 
responded to the 2014 to 2016 West African Ebola outbreak. Interviews with 11 frontline 
international medical staff were undertaken and data thematically analyzed. It was found that 
international health care workers faced an unforeseen risk of stigmatization upon their return 
home, related to others’ fears of their infectious status. Media representations of the disease 
appear to have played a significant role in heightening societal perceptions of the risks 
associated with the returning health care workers, resulting in public hostility toward them. For 
participants, these social risks overtook concerns about biological risks during the immediate 
postmission period. The participants developed different strategies to cope with courtesy 
stigma, by rationalizing stigmatizing attitudes, educating people, or simply through an 
avoidance of others. 
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How can collective action between government sectors to prevent child marriage be 
operationalized? Evidence from a post-hoc evaluation of an intervention in Jamui, 
Bihar and Sawai Madhopur, Rajasthan in India  
Although the need for multi-faceted and multi-sectoral approaches to address the 
multidimensional issue of child marriage is well-acknowledged, there is a dearth of documented 
experience on the process of impl...  
Authors: Venkatraman Chandra-Mouli, Marina Plesons, Alka Barua, Priyanka Sreenath and Sunil 
Mehra 
Citation: Reproductive Health 2018 15:118  
Published on: 28 June 2018 
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http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl 
In Depth 
In Nigeria, a battle against plagiarism heats up 
By Linda Nordling 
Science29 Jun 2018 : 1384-1385 Restricted Access 
Young researchers champion good conduct and push for offenders to be punished 
Summary 
An effort to curb plagiarism is emerging in Nigeria, Africa's most populous nation and home to 
more than 150 public and private universities and colleges. Since 2012, the Nigerian Young 
Academy (NYA)—an offshoot of the Nigerian Academy of Sciences for scientists younger than 
45—has made educating the nation's academics about the pitfalls of plagiarism a major focus of 
its work. In August, at its annual meeting in Ondo City, the group will hold the latest in a series 
of workshops on preventing plagiarism; this past January, a record 350 participants showed up 
for a similar NYA workshop at Covenant University near Lagos. The group is also encouraging 
academics to make greater efforts to detect plagiarism—such as by installing software that can 
detect plagiarized material—and impose stiffer penalties on those who copy. Last year, NYA 
itself ejected one member for plagiarism, and it has formally made improper copying a 
dismissible offence. There's no conclusive evidence that plagiarism is more common in poorer 
nations like Nigeria than in wealthier countries. But a 2010 survey of 133 Nigerian scientists 
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found that 88% believed plagiarism and other forms of misconduct were common at their 
institutions, that offenders were rarely caught, and that punishments were too light. 
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Spring 2018  Volume 16, Number 2  
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   When the founder and long-time leader of an organization is replaced by someone new, it’s 
generally thought that the founder should make a complete break so that there isn’t any 
confusion about who is in control. But recent research by The Bridgespan Group suggests that 
in the nonprofit world that may not be the best approach.  
Philanthropy & Funding 
The Civic Science Imperative  
By Elizabeth Good Christopherson, Dietram A. Scheufele & Brooke Smith  
   Philanthropy has a vital role to play in building a culture of “civic science,” in which scientists 
take active roles as citizens and citizens engage with scientific research. 
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Editorials 
WHO bites back rabies pre-travel vaccination schedules – Implications for travel 
medicine 
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A systematic review of emerging respiratory viruses at the Hajj and possible 
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Vol. LV No. 1 2018   March 2018  
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The Quest for Water 
   “The Quest for Water” focuses on ensuring availability and sustainable management of water 
for all. The articles explore important issues such as ecosystems in the global water cycle and 
the role of gender and social inclusion in achieving the water-related goals and targets. This 
issue of the digital magazine of the UN system “buoys” the launch of the International Decade 
for Action, “Water for Sustainable Development” 
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World Heritage Review  
http://whc.unesco.org/en/review/84/ 
n°87 - May 2018 
World Heritage and illicit trade  
   The illicit trafficking of cultural objects depletes cultures of their identity and contributes to 
lucrative unlawful trade, which helps to finance terrorism and organized crime. It is a problem 
that has been growing surreptitiously across the globe. As just one example, since 2011, 
approximately 25 per cent of Syria’s archaeological sites have been pillaged. Objects from 
conflict regions, including from Iraq, Syria, Libya, Yemen and Mali are circulating on the black 
market and are already in unscrupulous hands. 
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