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themes is a challenge and we appreciate your observations and ideas in this regard. This is not 
intended to be a "news and events" digest. 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Governance/Human Rights – Nicaragua 
 
OHCHR - Press briefing notes on Nicaragua, Mali and Kashmir 
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 
(1) Nicaragua 
Tomorrow, Wednesday, will mark three months since demonstrations began in Nicaragua, initially 
against planned pension reforms but which have evolved into protests against President Daniel 
Ortega’s government.  
 
The violence that has to date left an estimated 280 people dead and 1830 injured has been 
overwhelmingly perpetrated by the State and by pro-government armed elements.  Those killed include 
at least 19 police officers.   
 
Police, armed elements and other violent groups have carried out so-called “clean-up operations” in 
different parts of the country, forcibly removing barricades erected by demonstrators and local 
communities. At least 12 people were killed over the weekend, including two when shots were fired at 
the Divina Misericordia Church in Managua where student demonstrators had sought refuge after the 
university premises they had been occupying came under attack.   
 
The violence is all more horrific as armed elements loyal to the government are operating with the 
active or tacit support of and in coordination with the police and other state authorities. UN Human 
Rights Office staff on the ground report that a wide range of human rights violations are being 
committed, including extrajudicial killings, torture, arbitrary detentions, and denying people the right to 
freedom of expression. There has been incitement to hatred and smear campaigns, including against 
human rights defenders. The backdrop for all these violations is the absence of rule of law and due 
process… 
 
OAS Resolution "The Situation in Nicaragua" 
Organization of American States 
July 18, 2018 
CP/RES. 1108 (2172/18) 
THE SITUATION IN NICARAGUA 
(Adopted by the Permanent Council at its special meeting, held on July 18, 2018) 
 
THE PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES,  
BEARING IN MIND the principles enshrined in the Charter of the Organization of American States, the 
Inter-American Democratic Charter, and the American Declaration on the Rights and Duties of Man, of 
which Nicaragua is a State party; 
 
REAFFIRMING declaration AG/DEC. 97 (XLIII-O/18), adopted by the OAS General Assembly on June 5, 
2018; 
 

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=NaN&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=NaN&LangID=E
http://scm.oas.org/doc_public/english/hist_18/cp39517e08.doc


   

TAKING NOTE of the Central American Integration System’s (SICA) “Special Declaration on Nicaragua” 
of 30 June, 2018; and 
 
NOTING with deep concern the situation confirmed by the Inter-American Commission on Human 
Rights (IACHR) in the final report on its visit to Nicaragua, from May 17 to 21, 2018, titled “Gross 
Human Rights Violations in the Context of Social Protests in Nicaragua” and presented to the 
Permanent Council on June 22 and  July 11, 2018, 
 
RESOLVES: 
[1] To reiterate its vigorous condemnation of and grave concern over all acts of violence, 
repression, and human rights violations and abuses committed by police, parapolice 
groups, and others against the people of Nicaragua, as documented by the IACHR; to 
encourage that steps be taken to identify the individuals responsible, through the 
corresponding legal procedures; and to demand that parapolice groups be disbanded. 
 
[2] To also condemn attacks on the clergy, the harassment of Roman Catholic bishops engaged in the 
National Dialogue process, and the acts of violence at the National Autonomous University of Nicaragua 
(UNAN), the headquarters of CARITAS, and against other peaceful protesters.  
 
[3] To urge the Government of Nicaragua and all the parties to participate actively and in good faith in 
the National Dialogue as a mechanism to generate peaceful and sustainable solutions to the situation 
unfolding in Nicaragua, and for the strengthening of democracy in that country. 
 
[4] To call on the Government of Nicaragua to consider all options to achieve this objective, to 
collaborate in the effective pursuit of efforts to strengthen democratic institutions in Nicaragua through 
the implementation of the recommendations of the OAS Electoral Observation Mission, and to support 
an electoral calendar jointly agreed to in the context of the National Dialogue process. 
 
[5] To support the recently established Interdisciplinary Group of Independent Experts 
(GIEI) to investigate the acts of violence which have been taking place in the country, as 
documented by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), as well as the 
Special Follow-up Mechanism for Nicaragua (MESENI) and the initiative to strengthen 
democratic institutions advanced by the OAS General Secretariat, and to urge the 
Government of Nicaragua to provide the conditions necessary to allow these groups to 
fulfill their duties. 
 
[6] To reiterate the willingness of the Permanent Council to collaborate and consider all possible 
measures and mechanisms it deems appropriate to find a peaceful solution to the situation faced by 
Nicaragua, as provided for by the Organization’s regulations. 
 
[7] To invite the IACHR to keep the Permanent Council informed as to the functioning of the 
mechanisms specifically established by the IACHR to monitor the human rights situation in Nicaragua 
and the follow-up of the implementation of the recommendations contained in the report of the IACHR. 
 
[8] To request the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) and the OAS Department for 
Electoral Cooperation and Observation (DECO), the United Nations High Commissioner for Human 
Rights, the OAS Secretary General and the European Union to support the work of the Verification and 
Security Commission. 



   

 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Human Rights – Global Justice 
 
Rome Statute 20th anniversary high-level commemorations generate strong calls for 
justice  
Press Release : 17 July 2018  
On 16 and 17 July 2018, an event was held at the headquarters of International Criminal Court ("ICC" 
or "the Court"), in The Hague, The Netherlands, to mark the 20th anniversary of the adoption of the 
Rome Statute of the ICC. High-level representatives of more than 30 States in attendance included the 
President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, representatives of national Senates and Parliaments, 
Ministers of Foreign Affairs and Justice, as well as officials of international and regional organisations, 
civil society and academia. Speakers reiterated their support to justice and accountability for the 
gravest crimes listed under the Rome Statute... 
 
In his opening remarks, the President of the Court, Judge Chile Eboe-Osuji, recalled that 
the Rome Statute was adopted with a vision of a world in which atrocities that shock the 
conscience of humanity would no longer be committed with impunity. He said that 
reflections on the 20th anniversary of the treaty should concentrate on what this 
generation will do with the monumental legacy handed to it by the visionaries of 1998. 
"Let us ensure that allegations of the most serious crimes are met with a robust, fair and 
impartial judicial response – at the international level as a last resort, where national 
systems prove unable to give victims their day in court. Let us make sure that we do not 
let down those who worked so hard to make the Statute of an International Criminal Court 
a reality", President Eboe-Osuji said.   
 
"The ICC has given hope for justice to so many, by demanding strict adherence to the rules of 
international humanitarian law. A strong and effective ICC demonstrates the international community's 
commitment to the rule of law," said the President of Nigeria, H.E. Muhammadu Buhari. "I urge all 
States that have not yet done so to, as a matter of deliberate State policy, accede to the Rome Statute 
of the ICC so that it can become a universal treaty." 
 
"I am certain that the Rome Statute is as necessary today as it was 20 years ago. I believe it is 
important to go 'back to the basics' with a renewed dedication, commitment and also excitement – just 
as we did when we first adopted the Rome Statute," said the President of the Assembly of States 
Parties, H.E. O-Gon Kwon. "Let today serve as a time to reflect, look back, appreciate what we have 
accomplished, and most importantly revive our commitment to the fight against impunity." 
 
ICC Prosecutor Fatou Bensouda stressed the importance of the anniversary and the opportunity it 
presents to recommit to the values and goals of the Statute, but also to take stock of the last two 
decades and reflect on how the Rome Statute system can be made more effective. "As we 
commemorate the 20th anniversary of the adoption of the Rome Statute, we owe it to ourselves, our 
children and future generations to fully support and nurture the ever evolving international criminal 
justice system, and the ICC as its central pillar," she stated, adding, "a more rule-based global order 
where mass atrocities are checked through the force of the law and the progress of humanity, demand 
it."  

https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=pr1398
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=pr1398


   

 
Background: Adopted on 17 July 1998, the Rome Statute is the ICC's founding treaty, ratified by over 
120 countries. The ICC is the first permanent international criminal court established to help end 
impunity for the perpetrators of the most serious crimes of concern to the international community, 
namely war crimes, crimes against humanity, genocide and the crime of aggression. The Rome Statute 
has also established the Trust Fund for Victims with a two-fold mandate: (i) to implement Court-
ordered reparations and (ii) to provide physical and psychological rehabilitation, and material support 
to victim survivors, their families, and affected communities. The TFV assists survivors to begin the 
process of healing and rebuilding their lives, for them to be able to promote peace and reconciliation. 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Health – Refugees 
 
UNHCR reports progress on health efforts for refugees despite record displacement 
20 July 2018 
UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency, has this week released its Annual Public Health Overview of new 
refugee emergencies and ongoing operations. Despite record forced displacement globally, the report 
finds that health services to refugees and other displaced populations are in most cases on track. 
However, communicable diseases, anaemia and stunting remain areas of concern. 
 
The report notes that strengthened weekly surveillance of key health indicators among 
refugee populations during emergencies and systematic monitoring are contributing to 
prompt, effective interventions. The report is a snapshot of what has been achieved and highlights 
the trends based on key indicators in UNHCR’s public health, reproductive health and HIV, nutrition, 
food security, and water, sanitation and hygiene programmes in 37 key operations. In 21 of these 
operations, UNHCR and its partners collect and analyse public health data using a standardized health 
information system to better protect and serve refugees. 
 
The report includes, for example, the findings on the mortality rates among refugee children 
under the age of five – which is always an important health impact indicator in emergencies. Despite 
major refugee emergencies and disease outbreaks in 2017 – a year in which wars and persecution 
drove global forced displacement to a new high – this rate remained globally stable in post-emergency 
situations at an average of 0.4 deaths per 1,000 refugee children every month, sustaining the declining 
trend we’ve observed since 2011. The indicator is within the range reported in developing and middle 
income countries, according to the UN 2017 World Mortality report. 
 
There have been also improvements in reproductive health services as 9 out of 10 deliveries (in 
total 96,776 deliveries) in more than 83 per cent of the reporting operations were conducted by a 
skilled health worker, a 25 per cent increase from 2016. About half a million pregnant refugee women 
attended antenatal services at 135 monitored sites in 21 operations, an 18 per cent increase from 
2016. 
 
In 2017 over 8 million clinical consultations were provided to refugees at health facilities. This is a 
10 per cent increase from 2016. Nine out of 10 refugees who were treated at the health facilities were 
suffering from communicable diseases, underscoring the importance of continued investment in high 
impact preventive services. 

https://www.icc-cpi.int/tfv#_blank
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2018/7/5b51a0154/unhcr-reports-progress-health-efforts-refugees-despite-record-displacement.html
http://twine.unhcr.org/ar2017/


   

 
The number of mental health consultations for refugees has been also steadily increasing over the 
years – doubling in 2017 compared to numbers seen only three years ago. This was possible due to 
improved availability of these services at primary health care clinics. 
 
Sixty-five per cent of our refugee operations reported measles vaccination coverage rates among 
children under one year of age above 90 per cent – against an international standard of above 95 per 
cent. Overall, more than 160,000 children in this age group were vaccinated against measles in routine 
programmes, a 15 per cent increase from 2016. Access to HIV treatment was sustained with over 
10,000 refugees enrolled in HIV treatment programs a threefold increase from 2015. 
 
Against these results, UNHCR remains very worried about continued high levels of anaemia as well 
as persistently high levels of stunting. Acute malnutrition also remains extremely concerning amid 
reductions in refugee food rations and basic assistance in several operations. Overall, 62 per cent of 
the surveyed refugee sites met the global acute malnutrition standards, showing a slight improvement 
from 2016. The levels of stunting among children under the age of five reached acceptable standards 
in only 25 per cent of sites, remaining at similar levels compared to 2016. Over 50 per cent of surveyed 
sites exhibited critical levels of child anaemia prevalence (above 40 per cent). Only three per cent of 
surveyed sites met anaemia standards with prevalence below acceptable standard of 20 per cent. 
 
UNHCR managed to maintain the average volume of water provided to refugees at 21 litres per 
person per day, exceeding the basic minimum standard of 20 litres per day. However, UNHCR did not 
always meet the standards in emergency nor protracted situations. The average number of refugees 
per toilet improved to 22 persons – still over the standard of up to 20 persons per toilet for sanitation. 
 
Given the record levels of forced displacement globally, in 2018 UNHCR’s budget requirements 
are at a record high of US$8.275 billion. However, as of mid-2018, only 33 per cent of 
these needs are funded. While UNHCR is grateful for the generous and timely support already 
provided by donors, and particularly grateful to donors for unrestricted contributions which allowed us 
to continue our work on these and other activities without interruptions, it is vital that UNHCR and 
partners have more resources available to provide life-saving services and improve the living conditions 
for refugees. 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Governance – Migration-Asylum: Hungary 
 
Migration and Asylum: Commission takes further steps in infringement procedures against 
Hungary  
European Commission - Press release Brussels, 19 July 2018  
The European Commission has today decided to refer Hungary to the Court of Justice of 
the European Union (CJEU) for non-compliance of its asylum and return legislation with EU 
law. 
 
The Commission has also today sent a letter of formal notice to Hungary concerning new Hungarian 
legislation which criminalises activities that support asylum and residence applications and further 
restricts the right to request asylum. 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-4522_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-4522_en.htm


   

 
Court referral for non-compliance with EU asylum and return legislation 
The Commission first launched an infringement procedure against Hungary concerning its asylum laws 
in December 2015. Following a series of exchanges on both administrative and political levels and a 
complementary letter of formal notice, the Commission sent a reasoned opinion in December 2017. 
After analysing the reply provided by the Hungarian authorities, the Commission considers that the 
majority of the concerns raised have still not been addressed and has therefore now decided to refer 
Hungary to the Court of Justice of the European Union – the last stage of the infringement procedure.  
 
Specifically, the Commission finds that Hungarian legislation is incompatible with EU law 
in the following respects: 
Asylum procedures: Whilst EU legislation provides the possibility for Member States to establish 
transit zones at the external borders, the Hungarian legislation falls short of the requirements of the 
Asylum Procedures Directive as it only allows asylum applications to be submitted within such transit 
zones where access is granted only to a limited number of persons and after excessively long waiting 
periods. The border procedure implemented by Hungary is not in compliance with EU law as it does not 
respect the maximum duration of 4 weeks in which someone can be held in a transit centre and fails to 
provide special guarantees for vulnerable applicants. Within its territory, Hungary fails to provide 
effective access to asylum procedures as irregular migrants are escorted back across the border, 
even if they wish to apply for asylum. 
 
Reception conditions: The Commission considers that the indefinite detention of asylum seekers in 
transit zones without respecting the applicable procedural guarantees is in breach of EU rules as set 
out in the Reception Conditions Directive. 
 
Return: The Hungarian law does not comply with the EU's Return Directive as it fails to ensure that 
return decisions are issued individually and include information on legal remedies. As a result, migrants 
risk being returned without the appropriate safeguards and in breach of the non-refoulement 
principle… 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Human Rights – Data Protection 
 
The European Union and Japan agreed to create the world's largest area of safe data 
flows    
European Commission - Press release Tokyo, 17 July 2018  
The EU and Japan successfully concluded today their talks on reciprocal adequacy. They agreed to 
recognise each other's data protection systems as 'equivalent', which will allow data to flow safely 
between the EU and Japan. 
 
Each side will now launch its relevant internal procedures for the adoption of its adequacy finding. For 
the EU, this involves obtaining an opinion from the European Data Protection Board (EDPB) and the 
green light from a committee composed of representatives of the EU Member States. Once this 
procedure will have been completed, the Commission will adopt the adequacy decision on Japan. 
 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-15-6228_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-17-1285_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-17-5023_en.htm
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/ALL/?uri=CELEX:32013L0032
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex%3A32013L0033
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1494407384308&uri=CELEX:32008L0115
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-4501_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-4501_en.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/law-topic/data-protection/reform/rules-business-and-organisations/enforcement-and-sanctions/enforcement/what-european-data-protection-board-edpb_en


   

Věra Jourová, Commissioner for Justice, Consumers and Gender Equality: "Japan and EU are already 
strategic partners. Data is the fuel of global economy and this agreement will allow for data to travel 
safely between us to the benefit of both our citizens and our economies. At the same time we reaffirm 
our commitment to shared values concerning the protection of personal data. This is why I am fully 
confident that by working together, we can shape the global standards for data protection and show 
common leadership in this important area." 
 
This mutual adequacy arrangement will create the world's largest area of safe transfers of 
data based on a high level of protection for personal data. Europeans will benefit from 
strong protection of their personal data in line with EU privacy standards when their data 
is transferred to Japan. This arrangement will also complement the EU-Japan Economic Partnership 
Agreement, European companies will benefit from uninhibited flow of data with this key 
commercial partner, as well as from privileged access to the 127 million Japanese 
consumers. With this agreement, the EU and Japan affirm that, in the digital era, 
promoting high privacy standards and facilitating international trade go hand in hand. 
Under the GDPR, an adequacy decision is the most straightforward way to ensure secure and stable 
data flows. 
 
The key elements of the adequacy decisions 
The agreement found today foresees a mutual recognition of an equivalent level of data protection by 
the EU and Japan. Once adopted, this will cover personal data exchanged for commercial purposes, 
ensuring that in all exchanges a high level of data protection is applied.* 
 
To live up to European standards, Japan has committed to implementing the following additional 
safeguards to protect EU citizens' personal data, before the Commission formally adopts its adequacy 
decision: 
   :: A set of rules providing individuals in the EU whose personal data are transferred to Japan, with 
additional safeguards that will bridge several differences between the two data protection systems. 
These additional safeguards will strengthen, for example, the protection of sensitive data, the 
conditions under which EU data can be further transferred from Japan to another third country, the 
exercise of individual rights to access and rectification. These rules will be binding on Japanese 
companies importing data from the EU and enforceable by the Japanese independent data protection 
authority (PPC) and courts. 
   :: A complaint-handling mechanism to investigate and resolve complaints from Europeans regarding 
access to their data by Japanese public authorities. This new mechanism will be administered and 
supervised by the Japanese independent data protection authority… 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Governance  
 
World Bank and Partners Launch US$ 12 million Fund to Help Countries Increase 
Government Transparency, Accountability and Responsiveness 
Press Release TBILISI, July 19, 2018 — With the goal of supporting governments and civil society in 
countries and sub-nationals that participate in the Open Government Partnership (OGP) to increase 
government transparency, improve accountability and strengthen citizen engagement and government 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-4526_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-4526_en.htm
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2018/07/19/world-bank-and-development-partners-have-launched-the-ogp-multi-donor-trust-fund
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2018/07/19/world-bank-and-development-partners-have-launched-the-ogp-multi-donor-trust-fund
https://www.opengovpartnership.org/


   

responsiveness, the World Bank and development partners have launched the OGP Multi-Donor Trust 
Fund (MDTF). 
 
   The US$12 million Fund will support implementation of open government reforms, an inclusive and 
participatory dialogue and decision-making process, and build the evidence base on the impact of open 
government reforms. The design, strategy and governance of the MDTF is rooted in OGP’s founding 
principles that government and civil society should have an equal seat at the table. With the support 
of Agence Française de Développement, the Department for International Development UK, and Global 
Affairs Canada, the MDTF aims to deliver customized support to both governments and civil society in 
line with the OGP standards and timeframes, and it incentivizes robust performance by all partners 
while leveraging the World Bank’s technical expertise and country programs. 
 
“The World Bank is supporting both governments and civil society in OGP to deliver country or locally 
led reforms to build knowledge, and create avenues and opportunities for open government and citizen 
engagement, and help build and maintain trust between citizens and the state,” said Debbie Wetzel, 
Senior Director of the World Bank’s Governance Global Practice. “The MDTF is an instrument to 
leverage the Bank’s technical specialists and in-country presence to support experimentation and 
innovative approaches to reform, participation, inclusion, and learning to move the needle on open 
government and citizen engagement.”… 
 
The first set of awards have been given to nine civil society organizations to facilitate the participatory 
process of developing OGP Action Plans in five countries and four sub-nationals. Given the significant 
demand, this exceeded initial expectations. Eyakuze added, “The superb quality of the CSO 
proposals, and the decision to fund more than we had anticipated underscore the unique value of this 
MDTF.” 
[More information on the MDTF, please visit: https://www.opengovpartnership.org/ogp-trust-fund ] 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Development – Inclusion 
 
Adolescents with disabilities: enhancing resilience and delivering inclusive development  
ODI - Research reports and studies | July 2018 | Nicola Jones, Elizabeth Presler-Marshall and Maria 
Stavropoulou 
 
Over the past decade there has been growing recognition that adolescence is an ‘age of opportunity’ in 
terms of helping children launch into successful adulthood. At the same time, the world has recognised 
that in order to ‘leave no one behind’, we must focus on people who have disabilities – four-fifths of 
whom live in developing countries and below the poverty line. As of yet, however, there has been little 
attention paid to the adolescents with disabilities who live in low- and middle-income countries and 
how we can make sure that they too are supported to achieve independent futures. 
 
This ground-breaking report takes stock of what we know about adolescents with disabilities living in 
the global South. Drawing on interviews with approximately 600 adolescent girls and boys 
with physical, visual, hearing or intellectual impairments, as well as interviews with their 
parents, teachers and other service providers, it also presents emerging findings from the 

https://www.opengovpartnership.org/ogp-trust-fund
https://www.opengovpartnership.org/ogp-trust-fund
https://www.afd.fr/fr
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development
http://www.international.gc.ca/international/index.aspx?lang=eng
http://www.international.gc.ca/international/index.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.opengovpartnership.org/ogp-trust-fund
https://www.odi.org/publications/11165-adolescents-disabilities-enhancing-resilience-and-delivering-inclusive-development


   

Gender and Adolescence: Global Evidence (GAGE) research programme in Bangladesh, 
Ethiopia, Jordan and the State of Palestine.  
 
This report focuses, for the first time, on the intersection of age and disability – specifically the unique 
needs of adolescents with disabilities – and the gender dynamics that shape girls’ and boys’ lives. 
Alongside this, it also looks at the particular experiences of adolescents with disabilities who grow up in 
rural areas and conflict-affected contexts. 
 
It finds that, primarily due to disability-related stigma and discrimination, adolescents with disabilities: 
   :: are excluded from education, especially at the secondary level; 
   :: often face insurmountable barriers to obtaining health care; 
   :: are likely to be socially isolated and have few sources of emotional support; 
   :: are much more likely to experience bullying and violence; 
   :: have few opportunities to make decisions even about their own lives; and 
   :: are largely shut out of the types of training and employment programmes that would help them 
achieve independence. 
 
The report concludes by identifying key areas for action – including a need for a more integrated 
approach that takes account of adolescents’ intersecting needs, supporting caregivers so they can 
better support adolescents, and tackling gaps in data, policy and funding. 
 
:: Report | Adolescents with disabilities: enhancing resilience and delivering inclusive development  
:: Policy note | Adolescents with disabilities: enhancing resilience and delivering inclusive development  
:: Infographics | Adolescents with disabilities: enhancing resilience and delivering inclusive 
development  
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Sustainable Development – Implementation of 2030 Agenda  
 
High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development Overwhelmingly Adopts Ministerial 
Declaration by 164 Votes in Favour, 2 Against 
18 July 2018  
ECOSOC/6943 
[Editor’s text bolding] 
Adopting its Ministerial Declaration by a vote of 164 in favour to 2 against (Israel, United States), with 
no abstentions, the High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development reaffirmed today its 
commitment to effectively implement the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development for all people, 
everywhere. 
 
Held under the auspices of the Economic and Social Council under the theme “Transformation towards 
sustainable and resilient societies”, the Forum, in adopting the Declaration (document 
E/HLPF/2018/L.2), stressed that the 2030 Agenda is people-centred, universal and transformative. 
 
Ministers and high representatives also reaffirmed their commitment to eradicating 
poverty, expressing concern that poverty remains a principle cause of hunger, and 
stressed the importance of taking collective measures to make an impact, among other 

http://www.gage.odi.org/
https://www.odi.org/sites/odi.org.uk/files/resource-documents/12323.pdf
https://www.odi.org/sites/odi.org.uk/files/resource-documents/12320.pdf
https://www.odi.org/sites/odi.org.uk/files/resource-documents/12321.pdf
https://www.odi.org/sites/odi.org.uk/files/resource-documents/12321.pdf
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/ecosoc6943.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/ecosoc6943.doc.htm


   

goals.  They further reaffirmed their commitment to the Addis Ababa Action Agenda of the Third 
International Conference on Financing for Development, stressing that much work remains to achieve 
the ambitious 2030 Agenda three years into its implementation.  They also commended the 46 
countries that delivered voluntary national reviews. 
 
They committed to embracing diversity in cities and other human settlements, and to 
strengthening social cohesion, intercultural dialogue and tolerance.  They noted with concern 
that 844 million people lack basic water services, 2.1 billion people lack access to safe drinking water, 
4.5 billion people have no access to safely managed sanitation, and 892 million still practise open 
defecation.  They also acknowledged that owing to rapid urbanization, many cities and local authorities 
face challenges in providing access to adequate housing and that migration and forced displacement 
further exacerbates these challenges.  They called on all stakeholders to adopt a sustainable-food 
systems approach and develop effective strategies to reduce food waste.  They underlined the 
challenges related to plastic waste, especially in the oceans, stressed the critical role of science, 
technology and innovation in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals and endeavoured to take 
immediate steps to strengthen multi-stakeholder partnerships. 
 
The Forum recognized that sustainable development cannot be realized without peace and 
security and that peace and security will be at risk without sustainable development.  “We 
call for further effective measures and actions to be taken, in conformity with international law, to 
remove the obstacles to the full realization of the right to self-determination of peoples living under 
colonial and foreign occupation,” the Declaration reads. 
 
It also reaffirms the Forum’s commitment to gender equality, the empowerment of all 
women and girls and full realization of the human rights of all women and girls.  “To achieve 
inclusive, sustainable and resilient societies, we call for the leadership and full, effective and equal 
participation of women in decision-making in the design, budgeting, implementation and monitoring of 
policies and programmes that affect their livelihoods, well-being and resilience,” the document 
reads.  We reiterate the urgency to ensure women’s equal access to, and control over, land and nature 
resources, it adds. 
 
Voting on an amendment submitted by the United States (document E/HLPF/2018/L.3), 
proposing to replace the words “mutually beneficial” in paragraph 28 with “international 
cooperation”, the Forum rejected that proposal by a vote of 107 against to 50 in favour, with 3 
abstentions (Norway, Republic of Moldova, Seychelles).  It rejected another amendment 
proposed by the United States — by 155 votes against to 2 in favour (Israel, United 
States), with 3 abstentions (Japan, Nigeria, Republic of Korea) — to replace the sentence 
“will continue to promote a universal, rules-based, open, transparent, predictable, 
inclusive, non-discriminatory and equitable multilateral trading system under the World 
Trade Organization, as well as meaningful trade liberalization”, in paragraph 28, with the 
following sentence:  “We reaffirm that trade can contribute to the promotion of sustainable 
development and the alleviation of poverty, as recognized in the 2030 Agenda.” 
 
The Forum also voted to retain paragraph 12 of the Declaration, rejecting Israel’s proposal to 
delete it, by 109 votes in favour to 5 against (Australia, Canada, Honduras, Israel, United States), with 
45 abstentions.  It further voted to retain paragraph 16 of the Declaration — by 133 in favour 
to 11 against, with 10 abstentions (Algeria, Bahrain, China, Egypt, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, 



   

Myanmar, Oman, Pakistan, Qatar, Zimbabwe) after the Russian Federation requested a recorded vote 
seeking the paragraph’s deletion… 
 
12. Recognize that sustainable development cannot be realized without peace and security and that 
peace and security will be at risk without sustainable development. The 2030 Agenda recognizes the 
need to build peaceful, just and inclusive societies that provide equal access to justice and that are 
based on respect for human rights, including the right to development, on effective rule of law and 
good governance at all levels and on transparent, effective and accountable institutions. Factors that 
give rise to violence, insecurity and injustice, such as inequality, corruption, poor governance and illicit 
financial and arms flows, are addressed in the 2030 Agenda. We must redouble our efforts to resolve 
or prevent conflict and to support post-conflict countries, including by ensuring that women have a role 
in peacebuilding and State-building. We call for further effective measures and actions to be taken, in 
conformity with international law, to remove the obstacles to the full realization of the right to self-
determination of peoples living under colonial and foreign occupation, which continue to adversely 
affect their economic and social development as well as their environment; 
 
16. Reaffirm our commitment to achieving gender equality, the empowerment of all women and girls 
and the full realization of the human rights of all women and girls. To achieve inclusive, sustainable 
and resilient societies, we call for the leadership and full, effective and equal participation of women in 
decision-making in the design, budgeting, implementation and monitoring of policies and programmes 
that affect their livelihoods, well-being and resilience, and we recognize that unequal gender roles as 
reflected in women’s disproportionate share of unpaid care and domestic work holds women back in 
the economy and other areas. We reiterate the urgency to ensure women’s equal access to, and 
control over, land and natural resources. We reaffirm our commitment to preventing and responding to 
gender-based violence, sexual exploitation and abuse, sexual harassment and harmful practices. Our 
efforts will reinforce the linkages between Sustainable Development Goal 5 and the other Sustainable 
Development Goals. The systematic mainstreaming of a gender perspective into the implementation of 
the 2030 Agenda is crucial; 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Sustainable Development – SDG Visualization 
 
UN Environment and Google announce ground-breaking partnership to protect our planet 
New York, 16 July 2018 – UN Environment and Google announced today a global partnership that 
promises to change the way we see our planet. Combining environmental science, big data and 
unprecedented accessibility, this joint effort aims to expand what the world knows about the impacts of 
human activity on global ecosystems. 
 
When completed, the platform will leverage Google’s cloud computing and earth observation public 
catalogs and for the first time enable governments, NGO’s and the public to track specific environment-
related development targets with a user-friendly Google front-end. 
 
“We will only be able to solve the biggest environmental challenges of our time if we get the data 
right,” Head of UN Environment Erik Solheim said. “UN Environment is excited to be partnering with 
Google, to make sure we have the most sophisticated online tools to track progress, identify priority 
areas for our action, and bring us one step closer to a sustainable world.”… 

https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/press-release/un-environment-and-google-announce-ground-breaking-partnership


   

 
"This partnership announcement builds on a common shared vision between our organizations," said 
Rebecca Moore, Director, Google Earth, Earth Engine & Earth Outreach. "We are excited to enable all 
countries with equal access to the latest technology and information in support of global climate action 
and sustainable development." 
 
Long term, the partnership hopes to establish a platform for open-source data and analysis of the UN 
Sustainable Development Goals. As an entry point to development, the partnership launches today with 
an initial focus on fresh-water ecosystems including mountains, forests, wetlands, rivers, aquifers and 
lakes.  
 
These areas account for 0.01% of the world’s water but provide habitat for almost 10% of the world’s 
known species and evidence suggests a rapid loss freshwater biodiversity. 
 
Google will periodically produce geospatial maps and data on water-related ecosystems by employing 
massive parallel cloud computing technology. Satellite imagery and statistics will be generated to 
assess the extent of change occurring to waterbodies, and made freely accessible to ensure nations 
have the opportunity to track changes, prevent and reverse ecosystem loss. 
 
Other areas of collaboration include advocacy and capacity building activities as well as the 
development of partnerships with organizations like the European Commission’s Joint Research Centre 
(JRC), the European Space Agency (ESA), and the National Aeronautics and Space Administration 
(NASA)… 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Heritage Stewardship – Biological Diversity 
 
Governments embark on transformative agenda to achieve global biodiversity targets and 
prepare the way forward beyond 2020 
18 July 2018   CBD - Convention on Biological Diversity 
   – Inspired by discussions on the possibilities of transformational change, a keynote address by 
Canadian astronaut Roberta Bondar, and a celebration of indigenous culture, more than 1,000 
delegates from around the world concluded two critical meetings of the UN Convention on Biological 
Diversity (CBD) in Montreal, Canada… 
 
Meetings Outcomes:  
Delegates recognized the need to leverage emerging new scientific research including the work of the 
Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES), such as the 
recently released regional assessments. Parties also invited greater collaboration between the IPBES 
and the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC).  
 
A major topic addressed at the meeting was mainstreaming of biodiversity into sectors that depend on 
biodiversity, and whose actions cause potential adverse impacts to ecosystems and species. 
Governments recommended a package of actions for governments, businesses and other stakeholders, 
to facilitate the incorporation of biodiversity considerations into the energy, mining, infrastructure, 
manufacturing and processing, and health sectors.  

https://www.cbd.int/doc/press/2018/pr-2018-07-18-sbstta22-sbi2-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/press/2018/pr-2018-07-18-sbstta22-sbi2-en.pdf


   

 
Advances in the Implementation of the Nagoya Protocol  
Countries noted considerable progress in setting access and benefit-sharing frameworks. However, the 
delegates underlined, that further efforts are needed to make the Protocol fully operational. The 
meeting also addressed the way forward for advancing on a global multilateral benefit-sharing 
mechanism, and on 
 
the question of specialised international instruments related to access and benefit-sharing in the 
context of Article 4.4 of the Protocol.  
 
Digital Sequence Information  
Governments generally recognised the positive contribution of digital sequence information on genetic 
resources for the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity, but important divergences in views 
remain with respect to the implications of this issue for the fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising 
from the utilization of genetic resources. The understanding of the different perspectives achieved 
during the meeting will underpin the important decisions to be taken on this topic in Egypt, decisions 
that could influence the future work of the Convention and its Nagoya Protocol.  
 
Synthetic Biology  
On the question of synthetic biology, due to uncertainty around the impacts of organisms with 
engineered gene drives, countries were called to apply a precautionary approach for the release of 
such organisms, including when it comes to experimental releases. Underlining that more research and 
analysis are needed, governments called for broad international cooperation to assess the possible 
impacts on biodiversity of this technology.  
 
On risk assessment of living modified organisms, including organisms containing engineered gene 
drives, countries agreed on a process for identifying topics that may warrant the development of 
international guidelines. Delegates requested the CBD Executive Secretary to commission a study on 
organisms containing engineered gene drives and modified fish. 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Heritage Stewardship – Long-term Evidence/Sustainability 
 
MacArthur Foundation  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.macfound.org/ 
July 16, 2018 - Grantee Research 
Research Finds Model for Sustainable Fishing in Coral Reefs  
   A 20-year study of Kenyan reefs generated a mathematical model for sustainable fishing to maintain 
reef ecology, which helps mitigate the threat reefs face from climate change. The study by the Wildlife 
Conservation Society, supported by MacArthur, found an ideal target of 50 tons of living fish per square 
kilometer to maintain productive harvests and sustainable recovery rates of coral reef fish without 
comprising the ecosystem. The results constitute a standard that researchers hope to test and apply in 
other reefs around the globe. 
 
Fish and Fisheries  
Early View – Online Version of Record before inclusion in an issue 

http://www.macfound.org/
https://www.macfound.org/press/grantee-publications/research-finds-model-sustainable-fishing-coral-reefs/
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/faf.12293
https://newsroom.wcs.org/
https://newsroom.wcs.org/


   

ORIGINAL ARTICLE  
Multicriteria estimate of coral reef fishery sustainability 
Timothy R McClanahan  
First published: 10 May 2018 
https://doi.org/10.1111/faf.12293 
Abstract 
A holistic basis for achieving ecosystem‐based management is needed to counter the continuing 
degradation of coral reefs. The high variation in recovery rates of fish, corresponding to fisheries yields, 
and the ecological complexity of coral reefs have challenged efforts to estimate fisheries sustainability. 
Yet, estimating stable yields can be determined when biomass, recovery, changes in per area yields 
and ecological change are evaluated together. Long‐term rates of change in yields and fishable 
biomass‐yield ratios have been the key missing variables for most coral reef assessments. Calibrating a 
fishery yield model using independently collected fishable biomass and recovery data produced large 
confidence intervals driven by high variability in biomass recovery rates that precluded accurate or 
universal yields for coral reefs. To test the model's predictions, I present changes in Kenyan reef 
fisheries for >20 years. Here, exceeding yields above 6 tonnes km−2 year−1 when fishable biomass 
was ~20 tonnes/km2 (~20% of unfished biomass) resulted in a >2.4% annual decline. Therefore, 
rates of decline fit the mean settings well and model predictions may therefore be used as a 
benchmark in reefs with mean recovery rates (i.e. r = 0.20–0.25). The mean model settings indicate a 
maximum sustained yield (MSY) of ~6 tonnes km−2 year−1 when fishable biomass was 
~50 tonnes/km2. Variable reported recovery rates indicate that high sustainable yields will depend 
greatly on maintaining these rates, which can be reduced if productivity declines and management of 
stocks and functional diversity are ineffective. A number of ecological state‐yield trade‐off occurs as 
abrupt ecological changes prior to biomass levels that produce MSY.  
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Emergencies 
 
POLIO   
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
Polio this week as of 17 July 2018 [GPEI] 
:: The Minister of Health of Papua New Guinea officially launched the outbreak response campaign on 
16 July in Morobe, Madang and Eastern Highlands provinces. 
 
Summary of new cases this week:  
Afghanistan:  
:: There is advance notification of one wild poliovirus type 1 (WPV1) case in Chawkay district, Kunar 
province. The case has onset of paralysis on 22 June. Once confirmed (officially to be reflected in next 
week’s data), this will bring the total number of WPV1 cases in 2018 (in Afghanistan) to ten. 
Nigeria:  
:: One new case of circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type 2 (cVDPV2) from Geidam LGA in Yobe 
State has been confirmed. The case has onset of paralysis on 16 June 2018. This is the second cVDPV2 
case in Nigeria this year after the one reported from Jigawa state, Kaugama LGA on 15 April 2018. As 
part of the outbreak response, two campaigns using monovalent vaccine type 2 are planned, subject to 
review from the Advisory group. Additionally, three confirmed [Sokoto (2) and Yobe 1] and two 
advanced notice (Sokoto) cVDPV2 positive environmental samples are being reported from May. 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/faf.12293
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/doSearch?ContribAuthorStored=McClanahan%2C+Timothy+R
https://doi.org/10.1111/faf.12293
http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
https://www.facebook.com/WHOPapuaNewGuinea/


   

 
::::::  
::::::  
 
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
The Syrian Arab Republic  
:: Southern Syrian Arab Republic Health Cluster report pdf, 82kb  13 - 16 July 2018 
 
Nigeria   
:: Borno targets more than 1 million children with anti-malaria therapy  Maiduguri, 13 July 2018  
 
Iraq  - No new announcements identified 
South Sudan  - No new announcements identified 
Yemen  - No new announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
[Several emergency pages were not available at inquiry] 
Cameroon  - No new announcements identified 
Central African Republic  - No new announcements identified. 
Democratic Republic of the Congo  - No new announcements identified  
Ethiopia  - No new announcements identified. 
Libya - No new announcements identified. 
Myanmar  - No new announcements identified  
Niger  - No new announcements identified. 
Ukraine - No new announcements identified. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – L3 Emergencies 
The UN and its humanitarian partners are currently responding to three 'L3' emergencies. This is the 
global humanitarian system's classification for the response to the most severe, large-scale 
humanitarian crises.  
Syrian Arab Republic   
:: Syrian Arab Republic: Dar’a, Quneitra, As-Sweida Situation Report No. 3 as of 19 July 2018 
 
Yemen   
:: Yemen: Al Hudaydah Update Situation Report No. 8 - Reporting Period: 4 - 13 July 2018 
 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Corporate Emergencies 
When the USG/ERC declares a Corporate Emergency Response, all OCHA offices, branches and 
sections provide their full support to response activities both at HQ and in the field. 
Ethiopia   
:: Ethiopia Humanitarian Bulletin Issue 57 | 2-15 July 2018 

http://www.who.int/hac/donorinfo/g3_contributions/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/syr/en/index.html
http://www.emro.who.int/syr/syria-news/who-concerned-about-access-to-health-services-for-displaced-syrians-in-quneitra.html
http://www.who.int/hac/crises/nga/en/
https://www.afro.who.int/news/borno-targets-more-1-million-children-anti-malaria-therapy?country=979&name=Nigeria
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/irq/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/hac/crises/ssd/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/yem/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/hac/donorinfo/g3_contributions/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/cmr/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/caf/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/cod/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/eth/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/lby/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/hac/crises/mmr/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/ner/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/ukr/en/index.html
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/syria
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-arab-republic-dar-quneitra-sweida-situation-report-no-3-19-july
https://www.unocha.org/yemen
https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/yemen-al-hudaydah-update-situation-report-no-8-reporting-period-4-13-july-2018
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/ethiopia
https://reliefweb.int/node/2703784


   

 
Somalia   - No new announcements identified. 

 
 
*                      *                       *                        * 

 
 

Agency/Government/IGO Watch 
We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for key 
media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on regional or global 
level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific coverage is limited. Please 
suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
 
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly  
[to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.un.org/en/  
18 July 2018  
SG/SM/19138-OBV/1806 
Quoting Nelson Mandela on His Centenary, Secretary-General Says Overcoming Poverty ‘Is 
Not an Act of Charity, It Is an Act of Justice’ 
 
18 July 2018  
ECOSOC/6943 
High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development Overwhelmingly Adopts Ministerial 
Declaration by 164 Votes in Favour, 2 Against 
   Adopting its Ministerial Declaration by a vote of 164 in favour to 2 against (Israel, United States), 
with no abstentions, the High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development reaffirmed today its 
commitment to effectively implement the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development for all people, 
everywhere. 
 
17 July 2018  
SC/13426 
Briefing Security Council on West Africa, Sahel, Special Representative Warns Volatility 
Could Reverse Democratic Gains in Region 
   Recent developments in West Africa and the Sahel have been characterized by both volatility and 
democratic gains, the top United Nations official in the region told the Security Council today, warning 
that the latter “are not immune from reversal” and could be negatively impacted by the former. 
 
17 July 2018  
SG/SM/19136-HR/5401 
Secretary-General Denounces ‘False Dichotomy’ between Human Rights, National 
Sovereignty at Event to Mark Fortieth Anniversary of Inter-American Court 
 
 
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true  
Press briefing notes on Nicaragua, Mali and Kashmir 
 

https://www.unocha.org/somalia
http://www.un.org/en/unpress/
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sgsm19138.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sgsm19138.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/ecosoc6943.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/ecosoc6943.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sc13426.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sc13426.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sgsm19136.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sgsm19136.doc.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=NaN&LangID=E


   

Tajikistan: UN rights experts condemn conviction of journalist Khayrullo Mirsaidov 
 
Ukraine: Act now to stop systematic persecution of Roma minority in “alarming” attacks, say UN 
experts 
 
Mauritania: Release Mohamed Ould Ghadde from arbitrary detention now, say UN experts 
 
UN Human Rights Chief welcomes release of Liu Xia 
 
 
Committee on the Rights of the Child [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the sale and sexual exploitation of children 
 [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights   [to 21 Jul 2018] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed 
Conflict [to 21 Jul 2018] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable 
standard of physical and mental health  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict 
[to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=NaN&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=NaN&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=NaN&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=NaN&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=NaN&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/


   

 
UN OCHA [to 21 Jul 2018] 
https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases 
Selected Press Releases 
22 July 2018 
Essential services on verge of shutting down in Gaza due to lack of emergency fuel 
  
22 July 2018 
Statement by the Humanitarian Coordinator in Iraq Ms. Marta Ruedas on the one-year 
anniversary of the liberation of Mosul city [EN/AR/KU] 
 
17 July 2018 
Humanitarian Coordinator warns of worsened crisis in Gaza following new import and 
export restrictions 
 
  
Centre for Humanitarian Data/HDX  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
https://centre.humdata.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNICEF  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases 
Selected Press Releases/Reports/Statements 
Statement 
Access to children in need in Syria continues to be severely restricted 
   Statement by Geert Cappelaere, UNICEF Regional Director for the Middle East and North Africa 
 
Press release 
16/07/2018  
Statement by UNICEF Executive Director Henrietta Fore at High Level Political Forum side 
event on ending newborn deaths 
 
News note 
16/07/2018  
Record number of infants vaccinated in 2017 
   As over 19 million children miss out on vaccinations, UNICEF and WHO call for concerted efforts to 
reach all children 
 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html 
Press releases and news comments 
UNHCR welcomes end to latest Mediterranean standoff, but says predictable approach to 
rescue still urgently needed 19 Jul 2018  
 
News comment: Death of former High Commissioner Thorvald Stoltenberg 15 Jul 2018 
 

https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases
https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/essential-services-verge-shutting-down-gaza-due-lack-emergency
https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/essential-services-verge-shutting-down-gaza-due-lack-emergency
https://reliefweb.int/node/2708054
https://reliefweb.int/node/2708054
https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/humanitarian-coordinator-warns-worsened-crisis-gaza-following
https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/humanitarian-coordinator-warns-worsened-crisis-gaza-following
https://centre.humdata.org/
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/access-children-need-syria-continues-be-severely-restricted
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/access-children-need-syria-continues-be-severely-restricted
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/statement-unicef-executive-director-henrietta-fore-high-level-political-forum-side
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/statement-unicef-executive-director-henrietta-fore-high-level-political-forum-side
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/statement-unicef-executive-director-henrietta-fore-high-level-political-forum-side
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/statement-unicef-executive-director-henrietta-fore-high-level-political-forum-side
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/record-number-infants-vaccinated-2017
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/record-number-infants-vaccinated-2017
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2018/7/5b50533f4/unhcr-welcomes-end-latest-mediterranean-standoff-says-predictable-approach.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2018/7/5b50533f4/unhcr-welcomes-end-latest-mediterranean-standoff-says-predictable-approach.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2018/7/5b4b0c2d4/news-comment-death-former-high-commissioner-thorvald-stoltenberg.html


   

Briefing Notes 
UNHCR appeals for safe passage for civilians in southern Syria, says international 
standards on refugee returns essential 20 Jul 2018 
 
UNHCR reports progress on health efforts for refugees despite record displacement 20 Jul 
2018 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
UNHCR urges Australia to end separation of refugee families 17 Jul 2018 
 
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
Selected Announcements 
IOM Identifies 970,000 Displaced People in Ethiopia's Gedeo, West Guji Since April 
2018-07-20 15:00 
   Addis Ababa – Clashes between communities have forced some 970,000 people to flee their 
homes since April 2018, most becoming displaced in June alone. 
 
Mediterranean Migrant Arrivals Reach 51,782 in 2018; Deaths Reach 1,490 
2018-07-20 14:55 
   Geneva – IOM, the UN Migration Agency, reports that 51,782 migrants and refugees entered Europe 
by sea through 18 July 2018. 
 
IOM Delivers Food, Tents and Medical Assistance to Thousands of Newly Displaced 
Yemenis 
2018-07-20 14:50 
   Al Hudaydah – IOM staff in Yemen are delivering assistance to thousands of people displaced by 
heavy fighting around the strategic port city of Al Hudaydah this week. 
 
Kenya’s Draft National Migration Policy Integrates Global Compact Commitments 
2018-07-20 14:45 
   Nairobi – The Government of Kenya, through the National Coordination Mechanism on Migration 
(NCM), convened a national validation-consultation meeting on its draft Migration Policy on Tuesday 
(17/07). 
 
Fate of Rohingya Refugees Discussed by IOM Chief and Bangladesh Prime Minister 
2018-07-17 17:17 
   Dhaka/Cox’s Bazar - Almost a million Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh face a triple threat of extreme 
weather, funding shortfalls and uncertainty about their future. 
 
Indonesian City Admits Migrant Children to Public Schools  
2018-07-17 15:55 
   Medan – IOM, the UN Migration Agency, and the Department of Education in the Indonesian city of 
Medan have signed a Memorandum of Understanding paving the way for 297 refugee children to enter 
the local public-school system, which started Monday. 
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UNAIDS [to 21 Jul 2018]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 21 Jul 2018] 
The 22nd International AIDS Conference (AIDS 2018) 
23 – 27 July 2018  Amsterdam, the Netherlands 
 
WHO at AIDS 2018 
   The 22nd International AIDS Conference (AIDS 2018) to be held in Amsterdam, the Netherlands, 22-
27 July will be a milestone event for WHO for a range of reasons: WHO Director-General Dr Tedros will 
participate in opening ceremony. He will be joined by other senior WHO leaders in attending several 
key events and engage with HIV community and partners. WHO will host over 20 satellites, workshops 
or other events and will release several new publications, including on the use of dolutegravir in HIV 
treatment, HIV testing, pre-exposure prophylaxis, HIV drug resistance, toxicity monitoring, key 
populations and HIV strategic information. WHO sessions will highlight integrating HIV into universal 
health coverage, the importance of reaching key populations and addressing the rising HIV epidemics 
in Eastern Europe and Central Asia 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO     
Selected Featured News 
:: WHO secured over 562 000 doses of oral cholera vaccine for pre-emptive campaigns in South Sudan 
in 2018  21 July 2018  
:: Baseline assessment of the national Viral Hepatitis response in Namibia  20 July 2018  
:: South Sudan held a high level Polio Transition Advocacy and Resource Mobilization meeting to 
prevent the collapse of key immunization health system functions  20 July 2018  
:: WHO strengthened the National Public Health Laboratory to safely manage infectious specimens in 
South Sudan  19 July 2018  
:: WHO strengthens sentinel surveillance for vaccine preventable diseases  17 July 2018  
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
- No new announcements identified. 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
:: Strengthen efforts to immunize five million unvaccinated children: WHO 
SEAR/PR/1691 
   New Delhi, 17 July 2018: Lauding efforts being made by countries to save more and more lives 
through immunization, including during public health emergencies, World Health Organization today 
called for further accelerating efforts to reach the nearly five million unvaccinated children in WHO 
South-East Asia Region.  
   “It is critical to identify who are missing vaccination and reach them with lifesaving vaccines. Equity 
and improving vaccination coverage is the key to preventing resurgence of diseases, especially the 
ones eradicated with painstaking efforts, and for further reducing diseases and deaths among 
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children,” said Dr Poonam Khetrapal Singh, Regional Director WHO South-East Asia, inaugurating a 
three-day meeting of Immunization Technical Advisory Group, here.  
   The WHO South-East Asia Region records about 37 million births every year, of them over 88% 
children are now getting three doses of diphtheria, pertussis and tetanus (DPT) vaccines annually, an 
indicator of basic vaccination coverage.  
   “Mapping hard-to-reach areas and population, addressing social and cultural and other barriers for 
them to access immunization services, and closely monitoring these activities for progress, should be 
among our immediate priorities,” the Regional Director said… 
 
WHO European Region EURO  
:: European Commission and WHO strengthen collaboration on public health 19-07-2018  
:: How to ensure access to essential medicines for all? New WHO report reviews medicines 
reimbursement policies in Europe 18-07-2018 
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: WHO responds to growing health needs in Gaza 
   Gaza, 18 July 2018 – In response to increasing violence in Gaza, WHO is scaling up its response by 
providing life-saving medicines and medical supplies to hospitals and frontline trauma stabilization 
points. Since the start of demonstrations on 30 March, 148 Palestinians have died and 16 496 have 
been injured. To date, 500 000 emergency and trauma patients have been treated with supplies from 
WHO’s recent delivery of medicines, assistive devices and medical equipment. 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
:: WHO calls on businesses to create smoke-free workplaces 
MANILA, 16 July 2018 – The World Health Organization is inviting businesses across the Western 
Pacific Region to join a new campaign, “Revolution Smoke-Free”, and establish smoke-free workplaces 
in which everyone is free from tobacco smoke in their workplaces and beyond.  
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2018/ 
18/07/18 
Countries step up to tackle antimicrobial resistance  
   Paris/Geneva/Rome, 18 July 2018 - Countries are making significant steps in tackling antimicrobial 
resistance (AMR), but  serious gaps remain and require  urgent action, according to a report released 
today by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), World Organisation for 
Animal Health (OIE) and the World Health Organization (WHO).  
   The report charts progress in 154 countries and reveals wide discrepancies. Some, including many 
European countries, have been working on AMR policies in human and animal sectors for more than 4 
decades. Others have only recently started to take action to contain this growing threat. Progress in 
developing and implementing plans is greater in high-income than low-income countries but all 
countries have scope for improvement. No country  reports sustained capacity at scale in all areas.  
   The report looks at surveillance, education, monitoring and regulating consumption and use of 
antimicrobials in human health, animal health and production, as well as plants and the environment – 
as recommended in the Global Action Plan published in 2016… 
 
 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 21 Jul 2018] 
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http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
Selected Press Releases/Announcements 
Restoring our Lands and Forests, Securing our Future 
   Keynote speech at HLPF side event on “Landscape Restoration for Food Security & Climate 
Adaptation”    
Posted on July 19, 2018 
 
Nature for People, Planet, Prosperity and Peace 
   The loss of biodiversity and the collapse of ecosystems, coupled with extreme weather events and 
natural disasters not only pose a significant risk to human security but it is an overall risk…    
Posted on July 18, 2018 
 
SDG Trend Scanner: use of disruptive trends to help advance 2030 Agenda 
   The UN Development Programme (UNDP) and the RISE Research Institutes of Sweden today jointly 
launched ‘SDG TrendScanner’— a new initiative to explore ways to use rapid and disruptive trends to 
help…    
Posted on July 17, 2018 
 
 
UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
17 July 2018 –  
More balanced and equal development required for 2030 Agenda to succeed 

 

 

UN Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN)  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://unsdsn.org/news/ 
July 16, 2018 
Youth Solutions Report Showcases 50 Projects to Support SDG Achievement 
   The second edition of the Youth Solutions Report, which identifies 50 youth-led projects that aim to 
solve the world’s toughest issues, was released on July 16 in New York during a launch event at the 
headquarters of the Sustainable Development Solutions Network. 
 

 

UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
https://www.unenvironment.org/  

http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/speeches/2018/restoring-our-lands-and-forests--securing-our-future.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/news/2018/nature-for-peace--nature-for-prosperity--nature-for-people.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/news/2018/sdg-trendscanner--use-of-disruptive-trends-to-help-advance-2030-.html
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/?page=view&nr=1510&type=230&menu=2059
http://unsdsn.org/news/
http://unsdsn.org/news/2018/07/16/youth-solutions-report-showcases-50-projects-to-support-sdg-achievement/
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/
https://www.unenvironment.org/


   

20 Jul 2018  Press release   
Caspian littoral states agree to start neighbourhood watch for the environment 
   Five countries sign Environmental Impact Assessment Protocol The Caspian Sea is one of the world’s 
largest hydrocarbon reserves 20 July 2018 –Moscow, Russia: Littoral countries to the Caspian Sea have 
made a groundbreaking… 
 
16 Jul 2018  Press release   
UN Environment and Google announce ground-breaking partnership to protect our planet 
   New York, 16 July 2018 – UN Environment and Google announced today a global partnership that 
promises to change the way we see our planet. Combining environmental science, big data and 
unprecedented accessibility, this… 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
16 Jul 2018  Press release   
Parties to Montreal Protocol take up urgent response to CFC-11 emissions 
   Evidence for rise in CFC-11 emissions indicate levels consistent with new production. Parties adopt 
unanimous call for definitive identification of sources. Panels tasked with delivering comprehensive 
findings to 30th… 
 
 
UNISDR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.unisdr.org/archive 
19 Jul 2018 
Sendai Framework Monitor endorsed at HLPF 
   The 31 UN Member States in the Group of Friends of Disaster Risk Reduction has urged that National 
Voluntary Reviews on progess towards achieving the SDGs should include data from the Sendai 
Framework Monitor launched by UNISDR in March.  
 
 
UN DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news.html 
20 July 2018, New York  
Where is sustainable development headed? 
   Traditional assumptions about how to deliver development are being challenged as the world strives 
to implement its most wide-ranging poverty alleviation and sustainability agenda ever, according to 
senior figures from the globe’s financial and trade institution… 
 
19 July 2018, New York  
New global survey shows e-government supports transformation towards sustainable and 
resilient societies 
   Countries in all regions of the world are continuing to make strides in their efforts to improve e-
government and to provide public services online according to a new report launched by the United 
Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs today. 
   In a 2018 ranking of countries on e-government development, Denmark, Australia, and Republic of 
Korea came out on top of a group of 40 countries, scoring very high on an index (the E-Government 
Development Index—EGDI), which measures countries’ use of information and communications 
technologies to deliver public services. The Index captures the scope and quality of online services, 
status of telecommunication infrastructure and existing human capacity. 
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   This year, more countries made the top tier of the index– index values in the range of 0.75 to 1.00—
than in 2016 when there were 29 countries in that category.  These countries lead also respective 
regional ratings in Europe, Oceania and Asia. Mauritius is leading in Africa with a global rank of 66 and 
the United States in the Americas with a global rank of 11… 
 
 
UNESCO  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://en.unesco.org/news 
20 July 2018 
Traditional knowledge can help pastoralists in Africa to forecast precise or general 
patterns of weather and climate 
   …The aim of the UNESCO project is that pastoralists and meteorologists in Africa understand how 
their respective knowledge systems can work together to predict weather better, improve decision-
making which reduces risks, protects lives and protects the environment. As African develops its 
National Adaptation Plans (NAPs), there is an opportunity to involve indigenous and rural communities 
as knowledge holders and experts.  
  
20 July 2018 
UNESCO Director-General welcomes China's commitment to multilateralism 
 
 
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp 
17/07/2018 –  
Statement of the UNODC Executive Director on Nelson Mandela International Day 2018 
 
 
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://unhabitat.org/media-centre/news/ 
Posted July 21, 2018 
Small and sustainable: “Tiny houses” could be solution to world’s housing problems 
    17 July 2018 | SDGs They’re small, self-sustaining – and they could revolutionize the way we think 
about housing around the world, as building materials become scarcer. Measuring just about 22-
square-meters, or some 200-square-feet, a demonstration... 
 
Management of Growing Cities Will Have Great Impact on Change Envisioned in 2030 
Agenda, Deputy Secretary-General Tells High-Level Political Forum Side Event 
   Following are UN Deputy Secretary-General Amina Mohammed’s remarks, as prepared for delivery, at 
the 2018 High-Level Political Forum side event, “The SDGs  in Action:  Working Together for Inclusive, 
Safe, Resilient and Sustainable Cities and Settlements”, in... 
Posted July 20, 2018 
 
Urban Law Day 2018 Synopsis 
  The UN-Habitat Urban Legislation Unit (ULU), in collaboration with the University of London’s Institute 
of Advanced Legal Studies (IALS), hosted the 5th Urban Law Day on Friday the 13th of July. The Urban 
Law Day 2018 topic... 
Posted July 19, 2018 
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Global partnership for exchange of expertise in sustainable urbanization 
   Moscow, 17 July 2018 – UN-Habitat and the Moscow Urban Forum (MUF) have established a global 
partnership to promote exchange of professional expertise in the search for effective solutions to acute 
urban development issues. “UN-Habitat is focusing... 
Posted July 18, 2018 
 
Cities are engines for achieving the Sustainable Development Goals 
   Much of the 2030 Agenda will be ‘fought and won’ in urban centres, where more than half the 
world’s population live New York City, July 17 – With the majority of the global population now living in 
cities... 
Posted July 18, 2018 
 
New York, With 8.5 Million People, Among Cities Heading for a Sustainable Future 
   Maimunah Mohd Sharif is Executive Director of the United Nations Human Settlements Programme 
and Achim Steiner is Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme UNITED NATIONS, 
Jul 17 2018 (IPS) – New York has long been considered a pioneer – in... 
Posted July 17, 2018 
 
Preparing Cities to Monitor and Report on Goal 11 
   Nairobi, 17 July 2018 – With support from UN-Habitat’s Global Urban Observatory and the Africa 
Center for Statistics at the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA), two cities in 
Tunisia are developing frameworks for monitoring and... 
Posted July 17, 2018 
 
UN-Habitat promotes urban prosperity in Global Future Cities Programme 
   Nairobi, 16 July 2018 — UN-Habitat today announced a collaboration with the United Kingdom 
Government on Strategic Development Phase of the Global Future Cities Prosperity Fund Programme. 
The £1.2 billion Prosperity Fund was created in 2015 by... 
Posted July 16, 2018 
 
 
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/ 
20-07-2018 
Building stronger, climate-resilient farming and forest communities 
   Millions of small-scale farmers and foresters will be able to better protect their lands from the 
impacts of climate change, and improve their livelihoods thanks to renewed global efforts announced 
today on the sidelines of World Forest Week (COFO24). 
 
FAO Director-General urges Portuguese-speaking countries to keep fight against hunger 
and malnutrition at the top of the political agenda 
   FAO Director-General Jose Graziano da Silva today urged heads of State and Government of the 
Community of Portuguese-Speaking Countries (CPLP) to keep the fight against hunger high in their 
national political agendas and continue working to combat the epidemic of obesity and overweight 
which both developed and developing countries face. 
18-07-2018 
 
Countries step up to tackle antimicrobial resistance 
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   Countries are making significant steps in tackling antimicrobial resistance (AMR), but serious gaps 
remain and require urgent action, according to a report released today by the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations (FAO), World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) and the World 
Health Organization (WHO). 
18-07-2018 
 
Protecting and sustainably managing the planet's forests is crucial for achieving the 
Sustainable Development Goals 
   "Urgent action is needed to sustain and preserve the planet's forests in order to achieve our global 
goals," FAO Director-General José Graziano da Silva said in a video message to the opening of the 
week-long Committee on Forestry meeting. 
16-07-2018 
 
FAO reiterates support to Portuguese-speaking countries to eradicate hunger and 
malnutrition 
   FAO Director-General José Graziano da Silva today reiterated his support to the Community of 
Portuguese Language Countries (CPLP) in the implementation of their Regional Strategy for Food 
Security and Nutrition to eradicate hunger and ensure adequate food in the lusophone countries. 
16-07-2018 
 
 
ILO International Labour Organization  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm 
Local employment partnerships 
ILO launches single biggest project in South-Eastern Europe to promote jobs in Ukraine   
18 July 2018  
New ILO programme brings together businesses, schools, employment services, the social partners and 
other civil society organizations to create jobs for youth, women and people in rural areas. 
 
Public emergency services 
Emergencies should be no barrier to decent work   
18 July 2018  
 
Response to the Syria Refugee Crisis 
ILO, UNHCR strengthen partnership to promote employment for refugees and Jordanian 
host communities in Jordan   
17 July 2018  
A Letter of Understanding, signed by the two agencies, outlines ways to increase collaboration of joint 
activities aimed at helping Refugees and Host Communities access decent work. 
 
International labour standards 
First fishing vessel detained under ILO Fishing Convention   
17 July 2018  
Convention to improve working conditions for fishers on commercial fishing vessels shows its teeth. 
 
 
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.icao.int/  
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No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IMO International Maritime Organization  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release 
Publish Date: 20 July 2018  
Aeronautical meteorology supports safe and efficient aviation industry 
   Aviation safety and efficiency, environmental risks and protection, as well as extreme weather and 
climate change impacts are on the agenda of the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) 
Commission for Aeronautical Meteorology. 
 
 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html 
19 July 2018  
UNIDO and Panama to jointly formulate strategy to develop pharmaceutical hub 
   VIENNA,– The United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) and Panama will jointly 
formulate a strategy to develop a pharmaceutical hub in Panama; a corresponding document was 
signed today at the UNIDO Headquarters in Vienna by Hiroshi Kuniyoshi, Managing Director and 
Deputy to the Director General, and Anabella Maria Guardia de Rubinoff, Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary, Permanent Representative of Panama to UNID. 
 
 
International Organization for Standardization (ISO)  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/ 
By Clare Naden on 18 July 2018  
Guidance on quality plans just updated  
   In order to effectively transform business ideas into actions, you need a plan. A quality plan. 
Guidance on how to create one has just been updated, providing a powerful tool to complement any 
quality management system, including ISO 9001.  
 
By Clare Naden on 13 July 2018  
Reducing the risks of information security breaches with ISO/IEC 27005  
   In our hyper-connected, technology driven world, data breaches and cyber-attacks remain a 
significant threat to organizations, and a lack of awareness of the risks is often to blame. A newly 
revised standard will help.  
 
 
UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://media.unwto.org/news 
19 July 2018 
Tourism and Construction have Power to Lead Move to Sustainable Economies 
   Madrid, Spain, 19 July 2018 – From infrastructure and communication to food production and 

http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release/aeronautical-meteorology-supports-safe-and-efficient-aviation-industry
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html
https://www.unido.org/news/unido-and-panama-jointly-formulate-strategy-develop-pharmaceutical-hub
https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/
https://www.iso.org/news/ref2310.html
https://www.iso.org/news/ref2309.html
http://media.unwto.org/news
http://media.unwto.org/press-release/2018-07-18/tourism-and-construction-have-power-lead-move-sustainable-economies


   

transport, tourism and construction play key roles in a circular economy framework that supports 
sustainable development. The World Tourism Organization (UNWTO), together with the Sustainable 
Buildings and Construction Programme of the One Planet Network, addressed this challenge during the 
United Nations High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development (9-18 July, New York, USA) 
 
 
WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CBD  Convention on Biological Diversity [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.cbd.int/press-releases/  
18 July 2018  
Governments embark on transformative agenda to achieve global biodiversity targets and 
prepare the way forward beyond 2020 
   – Inspired by discussions on the possibilities of transformational change, a keynote address by 
Canadian astronaut Roberta Bondar, and a celebration of indigenous culture, more than 1,000 
delegates from around the world concluded two critical meetings of the UN Convention on Biological 
Diversity (CBD) in Montreal, Canada. 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
:::::: 
 
USAID [to 21 Jul 2018] 
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information 
Selected Press Releases 
U.S. Agency for International Development Administrator Mark Green's Remarks Following 
a Meeting with Diaspora Groups  
July 20, 2018 
Interview 
   And so, that's why today I'm announcing the United States intends to provide an additional $6.5 
million in assistance to support a prosperous, safe, and free Western Hemisphere, and this is in 
addition to the money that we announced just days ago, when I was in Colombia. This new funding 
includes $5 million in U.S. assistance we intend to provide to help Venezuelans in Colombia. This new 
funding brings the total of U.S. humanitarian and development assistance to help Venezuelans in the 
region to more than $60 million since Fiscal Year 2017. 
   This assistance is providing urgent food and medical assistance to Venezuelans and also helping 
communities in Colombia, Brazil, and Ecuador respond to the influx of migrants going into those 
countries, crossing the border. This assistance will also include $1.5 million to continue to support 
freedom and democracy in Nicaragua. The United States is the only remaining donor working on 
democracy and human rights in Nicaragua, and so we know and take seriously our responsibility as a 
lifeline for civil society organizations, human rights defenders, emerging leaders, and independent 
media who are currently under threat by the Ortega government. 
 
The United States Announces Additional Funding for Latin America  
July 20, 2018 
Fact Sheet 

http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/
http://www.cbd.int/press-releases/
https://www.cbd.int/doc/press/2018/pr-2018-07-18-sbstta22-sbi2-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/press/2018/pr-2018-07-18-sbstta22-sbi2-en.pdf
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/jul-20-2018-usaid-administrator-mark-green-remarks-meeting-diaspora-groups
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/jul-20-2018-usaid-administrator-mark-green-remarks-meeting-diaspora-groups
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/jul-20-2018-united-states-announces-additional-funding-latin-america


   

   During a meeting with members of the local Nicaraguan, Venezuelan, and Cuban communities in 
Miami today, USAID Administrator Mark Green announced that the U.S. Government intends to provide 
an additional $6.5 million in development assistance to support a more prosperous, safe, and free 
Western Hemisphere. 
 
U.S. Agency for International Development Administrator Mark Green's Remarks at the 
Colombian Congress  
July 18, 2018 
 
United States Announces Additional Humanitarian Aid for Venezuelans in Colombia  
July 16, 2018 
Fact Sheet 
   U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) Administrator Mark Green today announced that 
the United States is providing more than $6 million in additional humanitarian assistance to support 
Colombia's efforts to respond to an influx of people who are fleeing the man-made crisis in Venezuela. 
With this new funding, U.S. humanitarian and development assistance for displaced Venezuelans now 
totals nearly $56 million, since Fiscal Year 2017. 
 
  
DFID  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development 
Selected Press Releases 
Statement on White Helmets  
22 July 2018  DFID and FCO   Press release 
  Statement by Foreign Secretary Jeremy Hunt and International Development Secretary Penny 
Mordaunt on resettlement of White Helmets from Syria 
 
UK aid package to drive up global transparency and accountability  
20 July 2018  DFID Press release 
 
UK support is helping Nigeria move "beyond aid"  
20 July 2018  DFID  Press release 
 
 
ECHO  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news 
Selected Press Releases 
EU assists Sweden in fighting forest fires 
 
17/07/2018 
  The European Commission has helped mobilise two firefighting planes from Italy via the EU's Civil 
Protection Mechanism, following a request for assistance from Sweden due to the very high forest fire 
risk that the country is facing.  
 
:::::: 
 
African Union [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.au.int/ 

https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/jul-18-2018-usaid-administrator-mark-green-remarks-colombian-congress
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/jul-18-2018-usaid-administrator-mark-green-remarks-colombian-congress
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/jul-16-2018-united-states-announces-additional-humanitarian-aid-venezuelans
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/statement-on-white-helmets
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-aid-package-to-drive-up-global-transparency-and-accountability
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-support-is-helping-nigeria-move-beyond-aid
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/eu-assists-sweden-fighting-forest-fires_en
http://www.au.int/


   

[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
July 18, 2018  
Statement of the Chairperson of the African Union Commission, Moussa Faki Mahamat, on 
the Occasion of the Nelson Mandela Centenary Celebration.  
 
July 17, 2018  
African institutions strengthen collaboration to stem illicit financial flows.  
 
 
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.asean.org/news 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
European Commission [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1 
19/07/2018   
Migration and Asylum: Commission takes further steps in infringement procedures against 
Hungary  
   European Commission - Press release Brussels, 19 July 2018 The European Commission has today 
decided to refer Hungary to the Court of Justice of the European Union (CJEU) for non-compliance of 
its asylum and return legislation with EU law.  
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
The European Union and Japan agreed to create the world's largest area of safe data 
flows    
   European Commission - Press release Tokyo, 17 July 2018 The EU and Japan successfully concluded 
today their talks on reciprocal adequacy. They agreed to recognise each other's data protection 
systems as 'equivalent', which will allow data to flow safely between the EU and Japan.  
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
International community strengthens support for Somalia's plans for stability and 
development  
   European Commission - Press release Brussels, 17 July 2018 Somalia will benefit from renewed 
international support, both politically and financially, as the country implements key reforms to 
overcome years of conflict and secure a better future for the Somali people.  
 

 

OECD  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.oecd.org/  
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Organization of American States (OAS)   [to 21 Jul 2018] 

https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20180718/statement-chairperson-african-union-commission-moussa-faki-mahamat-occasion
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20180718/statement-chairperson-african-union-commission-moussa-faki-mahamat-occasion
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20180717/african-institutions-strengthen-collaboration-stem-illicit-financial-flows
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http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-4522_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-4522_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-4501_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-4501_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-4483_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-4483_en.htm
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/publicationsdocuments/bydate/


   

http://www.oas.org/en/ 
July 18, 2018 
Resolution "The Situation in Nicaragua"  
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
July 18, 2018 
OAS Condemns Violence in Nicaragua and Calls on Government to Agree to Electoral 
Calendar 
 
 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 21 Jul 2018] 
https://www.oic-oci.org/home/?lan=en 
20/07/2018 
OIC condemns so-called “Jewish nation state” law and calls on international community to 
confront it 
   The Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) condemned so-called “nation state” law passed by 
Israeli Knesset, describing it as a blatant affront to the international community’s will, laws 
and resolutions. 
 
16/07/2018 
ISF Adopts New Financial Aid for Development Projects 
   The Islamic Solidarity Fund (ISF), one of the organs of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation 
(OIC), has adopted new financial aid for several developmental, social and educational projects in a 
number of the OIC Member States. 
  
 
Group of 77  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.g77.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
UNCTAD  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Customs Organization – WCO  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.wcoomd.org/ 
Selected Latest News  
19 July 2018  
Asia/Pacific Region held a high-level dialogue on the implementation of the Cross-Border 
E-Commerce Framework of Standards  
 
19 July 2018  
Nigeria sustains its commitment to facilitate the procedures for receiving international 
emergency relief consignments  

http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_releases.asp
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=S-042/18
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https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=19827&ref=11402&lan=en
https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=19827&ref=11402&lan=en
https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=19822&ref=11400&lan=en
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http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx
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   From 9 to 13 July 2018, a team of experts from the World Customs Organization (WCO) and the 
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UN-OCHA) conducted a national 
support mission to Nigeria in the framework of the Customs for Relief of Epidemic Diseases (C-RED) 
Project, funded by the Government of the Netherlands.  
   The mission was aimed at building the Nigerian stakeholders’ capacity to implement the Standard 
Operating Procedures (SOPs) for receiving international emergency relief consignments and equipment 
imported for humanitarian purposes that were developed with the support of the C-RED Project and at 
testing the implementation of the draft SOPs through a simulation exercise... 
 
 
WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives] 
20 July 2018 
Azevêdo addresses participants at Geneva Week for non-resident members and observers 
   Director-General Roberto Azevêdo, on 20 July, addressed participants of “Geneva Week”, an event 
organized for WTO members and observers who do not have permanent missions in Geneva. He 
briefed the attendees on recent trade developments, including issues of particular interest to least-
developed countries. He also highlighted the challenges currently facing the multilateral trading system 
and said the system should not be taken for granted. “It is only as resilient as our will to defend and 
strengthen it,” he underlined.  
Speech 
 
United States initiates dispute complaints against five members over duties on US 
products 
19 July 2018 
   The United States has requested WTO dispute consultations with Canada, China, the European 
Union, Mexico and Turkey regarding additional duties imposed by the five WTO members on imports of 
certain US products. The request was circulated to WTO members on 19 July. 
News item 
 
DG Azevêdo receives experts’ report on future of global trade governance 
17 July 2018 
   WTO Director-General Roberto Azevêdo met on 17 July with representatives of the Bertelsmann 
Stiftung’s High-Level Board of Experts to receive their report on the Future of Global Trade 
Governance. The report outlines four complementary avenues that can be pursued to revitalize the 
WTO as a forum for trade cooperation and conflict resolution. 
News item 
 
::::: 
 
IPU  Inter-Parliamentary Union   [to 21 Jul 2018] 
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Court of Justice  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases 

http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm
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17 July 2018  
Press release No. 2018/35  
   Application of the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination 
(Qatar v. United Arab Emirates) - Request for the indication of provisional measures - The Court to 
deliver its Order on Monday 23 July 2018  
 
17 July 2018  
Press release No. 2018/34  
Iran institutes proceedings against the United States with regard to a dispute concerning 
alleged violations of the Treaty of Amity, Economic Relations, and Consular Rights between Iran and 
the United States, and requests the Court to indicate provisional measures  
 
 
International Criminal Court (ICC)  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
Trying individuals for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/ 
Press Release : 17 July 2018  
Rome Statute 20th anniversary high-level commemorations generate strong calls for 
justice  
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
:::::: 
 
World Bank [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week]  
Date: July 19, 2018 Type: Press Release  
World Bank and Partners Launch US$ 12 million Fund to Help Countries Increase 
Government Transparency, Accountability and Responsiveness 
  TBILISI, July 19, 2018 — With the goal of supporting governments and civil society in countries and 
sub-nationals that participate in the Open Government Partnership (OGP) to increase...  
Language: English  
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
Demand for World Bank Group Financing Rises to Nearly $64 billion in Fiscal Year 2018 
Record increases in human development, climate finance, and IDA support  
   WASHINGTON, July 19, 2018 – World Bank Group commitments to developing countries hit nearly 
$64 billion in fiscal year 2018...  
Date: July 19, 2018 Type: Press Release Language: English  
 
World Bank Group Exceeds its Climate Finance Target with Record Year 
Fiscal Year 2018 sets record with $20.5 billion in finance for country-level climate action  
   WASHINGTON, July 19, 2018 – The World Bank Group announced today that in fiscal year 2018, 
32.1 percent of its...  
Date: July 19, 2018 Type: Press Release Language: English  
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World Bank Launches FY2019 Benchmark Program with US$5 Billion Bond for Sustainable 
Development 
   Washington, DC, July 18, 2018—The World Bank (International Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development, IBRD, Aaa/AAA) today priced its first global benchmark issue in fiscal 2019*, returning to 
the market...  
Date: July 18, 2018 Type: Press Release Language: English  
 
 
IMF  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week]  
July 16, 2018 
Transcript of the Press Conference on the Release of the July 2018 World Economic 
Outlook Update 
   … Amid rising tensions over international trade, the broad global expansion that began roughly two 
years ago has plateaued and become less balanced. We continue to project global growth rates of just 
about 3.9 percent for both this year and next, but judge that the risk of worse outcomes has increased, 
even for the near term.  
   I would say, parenthetically, and these are not in the written remarks, that whereas in April we 
rounded our global growth number down, to get 3.9, this time we are rounding the global growth 
number up, to get 3.9. So, in fact there is a slight weakening if you add up all of our revisions, but not 
a sufficient weakening to push the rounded growth projection from 3.9 to 3.8…  
 
 
African Development Bank Group  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Africa-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
19/07/2018  
African Development Bank and Portuguese-speaking countries sign declaration to spur 
economic development in Lusophone Africa 
- The African Development Bank and the Community of Portuguese Language Countries (CPLP) have 
signed a Declaration to support the “Development Finance Compact for the Lusophone Countries of 
Africa”. 
 
 
Asian Development Bank  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.adb.org/news/releases 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-
level announcements are added each week] 
18 Jul 2018 
Utilities Reform Needed for Better Service Delivery in the Pacific — ADB 
   Investments in basic services must be complemented by policy and regulatory reforms as well as 
capacity development to support a shift towards more commercially viable utilities in the Pacific, 
according to a new ADB report. 
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Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank   [to 21 Jul 2018] 
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-
level announcements are added each week] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news 
18 Jul 18 
IFAD announces new Associate Vice-President to lead its Corporate Services Department  
   Rome, 18 July 2018 - Guoqi Wu joined the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) as 
the Associate Vice-President of the Corporate Services Department. 
   In his new role, Wu will provide strategies that support IFAD’s goals and organizational leadership 
with regards to human resources, administrative services, safety and security, and information 
technology resources… 

 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 

:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
   We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new research and 
major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, collaborations, and initiatives 
across the human rights, humanitarian response and development spheres of action.  WE will not 
reference fundraising announcements, programs, events or appeals, and generally not include content 
which is primarily photo-documentation or video in format. 
 
 
Action Contre la Faim – Action Against Hunger  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org /en 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://amref.org/news/news/ 
Thursday, 19 July, 2018 
Amref Health Africa in Kenya Marks Nelson Mandela Day at the Dagoretti Child Protection 
and Development Centre 
 
 
Aravind Eye Care System  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.aravind.org/default/currentnewscontent 
No new digest content identified. 
 
  
BRAC  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.brac.net/#news 
July 22, 2018 
Nutrition Action Week: Bringing the community on board 

https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html
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http://blog.brac.net/nutrition-action-week-bringing-the-community-on-board/


   

by Jebi Rahman 
   [Cox’s Bazaar] Preventative measures are alarmingly necessary. Malnutrition has been flagged at 
acute emergency levels. Any outbreak of disease in the settlements would quickly claim the lives of 
thousands of malnourished children.  
 
 
CARE International  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clubhouse International  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
https://www.drc.dk/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
   
ECPAT  [to 21 Jul 2018]  
http://www.ecpat.net/news 
Posted on 16/07/2018 
Head of ECPAT member organization in Nepal honoured by US government 
   The US State Department has given an award to Sunita Danuwar, co-founder and Executive Director 
of the NGO Shakti Samuha, in recognition of her efforts to fight human trafficking in Nepal. At a 
ceremony held in Washington, Danuwar was one of ten activists worldwide honoured for their social 
work, all of whom received a certificate from U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo and Advisor to the 
President Ivanka Trump.  
 
Posted on 16/07/2018 
ECPAT International welcomes new executive director 
   A new executive director starts work today at ECPAT International, as Dutchman Robbert van den 
Berg joins the ECPAT Secretariat team in Bangkok. 
   Van den Berg brings more than 25 years of development, humanitarian and human rights experience 
to ECPAT and comes to the organization from Oxfam, where he has held several high-level executive 
posts in Africa, the Middle East and Latin America over the past 15 years… 
 
 
Fountain House  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Humanity & Inclusion  [nee Handicap International]  [to 21 Jul 2018]  
http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases 
No new digest content identified. 
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Heifer International  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HelpAge International  [to 21 Jul 2018]  
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
ICRC  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports   
17-07-2018 | Article  
Global Fund and ICRC join forces to enhance response to HIV, tuberculosis and malaria in 
conflict-affected areas 
   Geneva, 16 July 2018 – The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria (the Global Fund) 
and the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) met Monday to announce a collaboration 
agreement focused on providing better care to individuals  
17-07-2018 | Article  
 
 
IFRC   [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/ 
Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Palestine 
“Giving is in your blood”: celebration to thank Ramadan blood donors 
   Cairo, 19 July 2018 – Leaders of major international aid groups are gathering in Cairo this week to 
thank people across the Middle East and North Africa for a hugely successful Ramadan blood donor 
campaign that ran for 5 weeks starting on 14 May 2018. … 
20 July 2018 
 
South Sudan, Sudan 
“Major and unmet humanitarian needs” among South Sudanese in Sudan, says IFRC 
Secretary General 
   Khartoum/Nairobi/Geneva, 19 July 2018 – Tens of thousands of people displaced by the conflict in 
South Sudan are in “desperate” need of humanitarian assistance and care, says the Secretary General 
of the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Cr … 
19 July 2018 
 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia 
Red Cross warns of worsening conditions and violence against migrants as thousands 
remain stranded in Bosnia and Herzegovina 
   Sarajevo/Budapest/Geneva, 19 July 2018 – Dozens of people are being treated daily for injuries 
sustained while attempting to cross from Bosnia and Herzegovina into Croatia, says the International 
Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC … 
19 July 2018 
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China 
Emergency funds released for China floods 
   Beijing/Kuala Lumpur, 17 July 2018 – With an estimated 2.9 million people affected by flooding and 
landslides in China’s Sichuan and Gansu province, the International Federation of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies (IFRC) has released more than 380, … 
17 July 2018 
 
 
IRC  International Rescue Committee  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 
Selected Press Releases & Statements 
Press Release  
IRC Launches Family Reunification and Recovery Programming at the U.S.-Mexican Border 
July 20, 2018  
 
Press Release  
IRC Statement on U.S. Administration’s decision on Somalia’s Temporary Protected Status 
July 19, 2018  
 
Press Release  
Fears for tens of thousands of Syrians stuck along the Golan Heights as fighting closes in 
July 16, 2018  
 
 
IRCT  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.irct.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Islamic Relief   [to 21 Jul 2018]  
https://www.islamic-relief.org/ 
Latest News 
Inclusion is the only way to a life of dignity for people with disabilities 
Thursday 19th July 2018 
   At next week’s Global Disability Summit, Islamic Relief Worldwide (IRW) will be highlighting their role 
in ensuring the inclusion of people with disabilities throughout all levels of humanitarian programming.  
 
Talanoa Dialogue – our chance to take action 
   Islamic Relief (IR) has started a series of Talanoa Dialogues on Climate Change which will be held 
across country and partner offices over the next few months. Talanoa is the Fijian word for story-telling 
that leads to a consensus when making decisions.  Fiji is the president this year of the United Nations 
Framework Convention on […] 
 
 
Landsea   [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
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Medecins du Monde   [to 21 Jul 2018]  
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 21 Jul 2018]  
http://www.msf.org/ 
Selected Press Releases/Statements 
Tuberculosis  
Last-minute pressure to drop language on protecting access to affordable medicines from 
TB Summit declaration negotiations 
20 Jul 2018  
 
Central African Republic  
Protecting as many children as possible in an emergency context 
20 Jul 2018  
   
Greece  
Trapped in Moria 
19 Jul 2018  
   
Egypt  
“Our patients were among the strongest and bravest human beings I have ever met” 
19 Jul 2018  
   
Nigeria  
“The situation in northeast Nigeria is deteriorating after years of conflict” 
18 Jul 2018  
   
Greece  
Confinement, violence and chaos: How a European refugee camp is traumatising people on 
Lesbos 
18 Jul 2018  
   
Chad  
Tackling malnutrition in Am Timan  
17 Jul 2018  
   
HIV/AIDS  
MSF at AIDS 2018 
16 Jul 2018  
 
 
Mercy Corps [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
No new digest content identified. 

http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/
http://www.msf.org/
https://www.msf.org/last-minute-countries-pressured-drop-language-protecting-access-affordable-medicines-tb-summit
https://www.msf.org/last-minute-countries-pressured-drop-language-protecting-access-affordable-medicines-tb-summit
https://www.msf.org/last-minute-countries-pressured-drop-language-protecting-access-affordable-medicines-tb-summit
https://www.msf.org/last-minute-countries-pressured-drop-language-protecting-access-affordable-medicines-tb-summit
https://www.msf.org/protecting-many-children-possible-emergency-context
https://www.msf.org/protecting-many-children-possible-emergency-context
https://www.msf.org/trapped-moria
https://www.msf.org/trapped-moria
https://www.msf.org/trapped-moria
https://www.msf.org/our-patients-were-among-strongest-and-bravest-human-beings-i-have-ever-met
https://www.msf.org/our-patients-were-among-strongest-and-bravest-human-beings-i-have-ever-met
https://www.msf.org/our-patients-were-among-strongest-and-bravest-human-beings-i-have-ever-met
https://www.msf.org/situation-northeast-nigeria-deteriorating-after-years-conflict
https://www.msf.org/situation-northeast-nigeria-deteriorating-after-years-conflict
https://www.msf.org/situation-northeast-nigeria-deteriorating-after-years-conflict
https://www.msf.org/confinement-violence-and-chaos-how-european-refugee-camp-traumatising-people-lesbos
https://www.msf.org/confinement-violence-and-chaos-how-european-refugee-camp-traumatising-people-lesbos
https://www.msf.org/confinement-violence-and-chaos-how-european-refugee-camp-traumatising-people-lesbos
https://www.msf.org/confinement-violence-and-chaos-how-european-refugee-camp-traumatising-people-lesbos
https://www.msf.org/confinement-violence-and-chaos-how-european-refugee-camp-traumatising-people-lesbos
http://www.aids2018.org/
https://www.msf.org/tackling-malnutrition-am-timan
https://www.msf.org/tackling-malnutrition-am-timan
https://www.msf.org/aids-2018
https://www.msf.org/aids-2018
https://www.msf.org/aids-2018
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases


   

 
 
Operation Smile  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office 
Program Schedule 
Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve every 
opportunity for safe surgical care.  
 
OPERATION SMILE TO HOLD 27TH ANNUAL STUDENT LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE IN 
SEATTLE  
Press Release  Posted 7/17/2018  
   More than 300 high school students from 19 countries including China, Vietnam, Panama, South 
Africa, Ireland, Canada and the United States will gather in Seattle, Washington to take part in 
Operation Smile’s 27th Annual International Student Leadership Conference (ISLC) scheduled for July 
16-21… 
 
 
OXFAM [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases 
Selected News/Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Norwegian Refugee Council   [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.nrc.no/ 
Selected News/Announcements 
Published 17. Jul 2018 
YEMEN: Civilians panic as situation worsens 
Kristine Kolstad|  
 
Yemen Humanitarian Access Internal displacement Neglected conflicts War and conflict  
In Yemen, amidst the world’s largest humanitarian crisis, we provide life-saving aid to thousands of 
civilians. In June, the Saudi-led Coalition announced its intention to take control of the port city 
Hodeidah through military action.  
 
Alarming lack of funding claims lives 
Published 17. Jul 2018  
   Half way into the year, humanitarian organizations have only received 35 per cent of the money 
needed for relief worldwide.  
   “Our humanitarian relief is a matter of life or death in many horrific war and disaster zones. The lack 
of funding leaves many desperate families without assistance. Mothers are forced to cut back on food 
for already malnourished children. Girls and boys are deprived of education and hope,” warned 
Secretary General of the Norwegian Refugee Council, Jan Egeland.  
   By the end of June, the international community had only provided US$9 billion of the US$25 billion 
needed for humanitarian assistance around the world, according to figures from the UN. 
 
Starting again at zero 
Ephrem Chiruza|Published 16. Jul 2018  
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   Between 2016 and 2017, intercommunal violence in the Kasaï-Central province of the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo forced over one million people to flee their homes.  
After several months suffering the misery of displacement in the bush and with host families, more 
than 630,000 displaced people have now returned to their villages of origin. 
 
 
Pact  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.pactworld.org/ 
July 16, 2018 
Pact convenes leaders in reaching adolescent girls and young women at International 
AIDS Conference  
   On Saturday, July 21, in Amsterdam, Netherlands, Pact will bring together more than 50 experts in 
reaching one of the most vulnerable populations to HIV, adolescent girls and young women. 
   …The workshop will explore avenues for addressing the needs of these young women and take a 
focused look at key populations within the broader population. Speakers include representatives of 
UNICEF, USAID, GirlEffect, 4Children, Grassroots Soccer, Discovery and Pact, as well as two adolescent 
girls from Zambia and South Africa… 
  
 
Partners In Health  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.pih.org/blog 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
PATH  [to 21 Jul 2018]  
https://www.path.org/media-center/ 
July 17, 2018 by PATH  
PATH, reimagined 
   Leading global public health organization celebrates 40th anniversary with dynamic new brand 
experience 
 
 
Plan International/BORNEfonden  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Save The Children [to 21 Jul 2018] 
https://www.savethechildren.net/news 
Monday 16 July 2018  
Save the Children alarmed by record number of civilian deaths and attacks on education in 
Afghanistan  
   Almost 1,700 civilians were killed by conflict in Afghanistan in the first half of 2018 – the highest 
number for this period in any of the past 10 years – according to new UN data released yesterday. 
   The quarterly civilian casualty figures from the UN Assistance Mission to Afghanistan (UNAMA) also 
revealed that for the third year in a row, more than 5,000 civilians were killed or injured between 
January and June. Among these, 363 children were killed and 992 were injured, a 15 percent reduction 
from the same period last year… 
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SOS-Kinderdorf International  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/about-sos/press/press-releases 
Youth employability – 20 July 2018  
One year of YouthCan! Finding new ways to boost young people’s skills and employability 
Youth unemployment is a global challenge, and one which particularly affects young people without 
parental care or who are at risk of losing it.  
   67 million young people[1] looking for a decent job and struggling to build a stable future. Young 
people without parental care or at risk of losing it are particularly disadvantaged, often lacking the 
networks and skills provided by families to support their first steps from leaving school to entering the 
working world. 
   YouthCan! started in 2017 as a solution to fill this gap. A joint effort between SOS Children’s Villages, 
private sector companies and civil society partners, YouthCan! builds a network to offer opportunities 
for young people leaving alternative care. Companies offer training, internships and other support, 
giving young people invaluable insights into the skills and experience they need to kick-start their 
careers… 
 
 
Tostan  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.tostan.org 
Jul 20, 2018   Blog 
Taking Tostan from Senegal to the States — Dame Guèye’s trip to Massachusetts, USA 
   During his 24 year career at Tostan, Dame Guèye has grown from being a field-based Facilitator in 
Senegal, to being recently appointed Senior Programme Manager at Tostan International, Dakar. 
Facing inevitable challenges along the way, Dame has also benefited from... 
 
 
Women for Women International  [to 21 Jul 2018]  
http://www.womenforwomen.org/press-releases 
July 17, 2018  Blog 
Why We Continue to March with Srebrenica 23 Years Later 
Written by Seida Saric 
   In July 1995, more than 8,000 Bosnian Muslims who were meant to be under UN protection were 
killed in an act of systematic ethnic cleansing in Srebrenica. It was the largest mass killing in Europe 
since World War II, leaving thousands of survivors (mainly women and children) without family 
members, homes, and communities. Tens of thousands were forcibly deported and women were 
subjected to torture and rape as a weapon of war. The wounds of this systematic and planned 
genocide against Bosniaks have not yet healed and rising conflict around the world serves as a tragic 
reminder for why it is important to remember the Srebrenica Genocide. 
   This is why Zene za Zene International Association is proud to join survivors, activists, and people 
from around the country and the world who will be participating in the Bosnia March of Peace this 
week. The March is a three-day walk from Nezuk near Tuzla to Srebrenica (about 75 miles) to 
commemorate the victims of the 1995 genocide, show solidarity with the survivors, and remember the 
devastating consequences of the war… 
 
 
World Vision  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
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http://wvi.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
::::: 
 
Center for Media Ethics and Responsibility/CMFR   [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://cmfr-phil.org/media-ethics-responsibility/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Electronic Frontiers Foundation 
https://www.eff.org/updates?type=press_release 
Press Release | July 17, 2018  
Win for Public Right to Know: Court Vacates Injunction Against Publishing the Law 
   San Francisco – A federal appeals court today ruled that industry groups cannot control publication of 
binding laws and standards. This decision protects the work of Public.Resource.org (PRO), a nonprofit 
organization that works to improve access to government documents. PRO is represented by the 
Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF), the law... 
 
 
Freedom House [to 21 Jul 2018] 
https://freedomhouse.org/news 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Research 
Press Releases 
United States: Criticism of Allies, Acceptance of Foe Undermines Democracy 
July 16, 2018 
   In response to President Trump’s comments during his European trip, including his meeting with 
Russian President Vladimir Putin, Freedom House released a statement. 
 
 
Transparency International  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
::::: 
 
ChildFund Alliance  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
https://childfundalliance.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CONCORD  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre 
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 [Action Aid, Age International, British Red Cross, CAFOD, Care International, Christian Aid, Concern 
Worldwide, Islamic Relief, Oxfam, Plan UK, Save the Children, Tearfund and World  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
The Elders  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://theelders.org/news-media 
Press release 20 July 2018  
The Elders call on all Zimbabweans to put national interest first as poll nears 
  Concluding their visit to Zimbabwe ahead of its pivotal general election, The Elders urge 
Zimbabweans to work together to ensure a free, fair and transparent poll on 30 July. 
 
Opinion Graça Machel 16 July 2018  
“Sparks of Hope” can honour Nelson Mandela’s vision of a better world 
   Writing in CNN, Graça Machel reflects on what we can learn from Madiba's legacy, and calls on us all 
to #WalkTogether on his centenary, to continue his long walk to freedom. 
 
News 15 July 2018  
Mandela Day 2018: Walk Together to continue Mandela's long walk to freedom 
   Join Graça Machel, Kofi Annan, Lakhdar Brahimi and Mary Robinson on 18 July, as they celebrate 
Nelson Mandela's centenary in Johannesburg, South Africa. 
 
 
END Fund   [to 21 Jul 2018] 
https://end.org/media-hub/ 
Selected Press Releases and Major Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Evidence Aid   [to 21 Jul 2018] 
www.evidenceaid.org  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gavi [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.gavi.org/library/news/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Global Fund [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/?topic=&type=NEWS;&country= 
News  
Breaking Barriers. Building Bridges.  
20 July 2018  
   Peter Sands, Executive Director of the Global Fund, speaks in our video series from the 22nd 
International AIDS Conference. 
 
News  
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New Agreements with HIV Drug Suppliers to Save $324 Million  
16 July 2018  
   GENEVA – The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria has signed multi-year framework 
agreements with suppliers of HIV medication that will save US$324 million by the end of 2021 and 
secure the supply of lifesaving drugs for over 4 million people. 
   The framework agreements, engaging 14 pharmaceutical companies, build an enlarged base of 
suppliers and deliver cost competitiveness and supply security, essential elements in expanding HIV 
treatment in the most reliable and cost-effective way. Projected contracts for antiretroviral drugs total 
US$1.2 billion over the coming four years. 
   “These agreements are a strategically smart and highly effective way to secure greater volumes of 
medication that save lives,” said Peter Sands, Executive Director of the Global Fund. “In a complex, 
high-volume business, it’s a performance-based approach that reduces risk and gets essential HIV 
drugs at the most competitive prices, with consistency and reliability.”… 
 
 
Hilton Prize Coalition [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/ 
An Alliance of Hilton Prize Recipients 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ICVA - International Council of Voluntary Agencies   [to 21 Jul 2018] 
https://icvanetwork.org/ 
Latest resources 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
INEE – an international network for education in emergencies   [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.ineesite.org/en/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
InterAction  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.interaction.org/ 
Jul 17, 2018  
Could Family Separation Increase Human Trafficking Risk for Immigrant Children? 
   Child trafficking can seem like a scourge far from U.S. borders, in countries riven by war, natural 
disasters...  
 
Jul 16, 2018  
InterAction Welcomes Nine New Members 
   In early June, InterAction welcomed nine new members into our coalition. These members represent 
a wide range...  
 
 
Start Network [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.start-network.org/news-blog/#.U9U_O7FR98E 
No new digest content identified. 
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3ie  International Initiative for Impact Evaluation [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.3ieimpact.org/en/about/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action 
(ALNAP)     [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.alnap.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CHS Alliance  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://chsalliance.org/news-events/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Development Initiatives   [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://devinit.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
EHLRA/R2HC   [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
The Sphere Project [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.sphereproject.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP)  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
https://phap.org/ 
18 July 2018  
The Child Protection Minimum Standards revision - Recording available now  
   On 19 June, PHAP organized an online session together with the Alliance for Child Protection in 
Humanitarian Action on the Child Protection Minimum Standards (CPMS) and how they are being used 
in practice. This was an opportunity to learn more about the standards and how practitioners are using. 
 
:::::: 
 
Center for Global Development    [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center 
July 19, 2018 
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Competing or Complementary Strategies? Protecting Indigenous Rights and Paying to 
Conserve Forests - Working Paper 490 
  In 2007, the UN General Assembly adopted the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and 
the UNFCCC endorsed the Bali Action Plan to pay for reductions in tropical deforestation. This paper 
reviews the history of efforts to protect indigenous rights and to pay for conserving forests and 
analyzes how they might be competing or complementary strategies. 
William Savedoff  
 
July 16, 2018 
What Mining Can Learn from Oil: A Study of Special Transfer Pricing Practices in the Oil 
Sector, and their Potential Application to Hard Rock Minerals 
   Governments of mining countries are vulnerable to investors manipulating transfer prices as a means 
of avoiding paying taxes. This paper looks at whether special practices in the oil sector that provide 
materially greater protection against transfer pricing risk could be applied to hard rock minerals. These 
are (1) administrative pricing, where government, rather than the taxpayer sets the price for crude oil; 
and (2) the no-profit rule, which prevents joint venture partners from charging a profit mark-up on the 
cost of providing goods and services to the group. 
Alexandra Readhead  
  
 
ODI   [to 21 Jul 2018] 
https://www.odi.org/media-hub/press-room 
Selected Press Releases & Reports 
Adolescents with disabilities: enhancing resilience and delivering inclusive development  
Research reports and studies | July 2018 | Nicola Jones, Elizabeth Presler-Marshall and Maria 
Stavropoulou 
   This ground-breaking report considers the unique needs of adolescents with disabilities living in the 
global South and identifies key areas for action. 
 
 
Urban Institute   [to 21 Jul 2018] 
https://www.urban.org/publications 
July 13, 2018 
How Would State-Based Individual Mandates Affect Health Insurance Coverage and 
Premium Costs?  
   The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 eliminated the financial penalty of the Affordable Care Act’s 
individual mandate. States could reinstate a similar penalty to encourage health insurance enrollment, 
ensuring broad sharing of health care costs across healthy and sick populations to stabilize the 
marketplaces. This analysis provides state-by-state estimates of the impact on insurance coverage, 
premiums, and mandate penalty  
Linda J. Blumberg, Matthew Buettgens, John Holahan 
July 20, 2018 
Research Report 
  
Distributional Implications of a Carbon Tax  
  In this paper, part of the Carbon Tax Research Initiative led by Columbia University’s SIPA Center on 
Global Energy Policy, we estimate how a carbon tax would affect the distribution of tax burdens across 
US taxpayers. We consider three carbon tax scenarios that would price carbon at roughly $14, $50, and 

https://www.cgdev.org/publication/competing-or-complementary-strategies-protecting-indigenous-rights-and-paying-conserve
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/competing-or-complementary-strategies-protecting-indigenous-rights-and-paying-conserve
https://www.cgdev.org/expert/william-savedoff
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/what-mining-can-learn-oil-study-special-transfer-pricing-practices-oil-sector
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/what-mining-can-learn-oil-study-special-transfer-pricing-practices-oil-sector
https://www.alexandrareadhead.com/
https://www.odi.org/media-hub/press-room
https://www.odi.org/publications/11165-adolescents-disabilities-enhancing-resilience-and-delivering-inclusive-development
https://www.urban.org/publications
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/how-would-state-based-individual-mandates-affect-health-insurance-coverage-and-premium-costs
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/how-would-state-based-individual-mandates-affect-health-insurance-coverage-and-premium-costs
https://www.urban.org/author/linda-j-blumberg
https://www.urban.org/author/matthew-buettgens
https://www.urban.org/author/john-holahan
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/distributional-implications-carbon-tax


   

$73 (in 2016 dollars) per metric ton starting in 2020 and increasing thereafter between 1 and 3 percent 
per year. We also  
Joseph Rosenberg, Eric Toder, Chenxi Lu 
July 19, 2018 
Journal Article 
  
Restoring Opportunity by Expanding Apprenticeship  
   Restoring opportunity requires jobs that generate middle class incomes. Building a robust 
apprenticeship system can sharply increase earnings and the share of US workers entering rewarding 
careers. By emphasizing “learning by doing” as a paid employee, apprenticeships help workers gain a 
valued occupational qualification. They enhance youth development by providing a more engaging 
experience than schooling does and by linking  
Robert I. Lerman 
July 18, 2018 
Journal Article 
  
The Compelling Case for Youth Apprenticeships  
   Links between high school and careers are too weak for youth to transition successfully from school 
to careers. These deficiencies have contributed to a widening earnings gap between college and high 
school graduates. This article calls for the development and implementation of a large-scale youth 
apprenticeship system in the US. Such a system could strengthen student engagement, emphasize 
learning by doing and teamwork, and  
Robert I. Lerman 
July 18, 2018 
Journal Article 
  
Data Appendix to Kids’ Share 2018: Federal Expenditures on Children through 2017 and 
Future Projections  
   This appendix describes the data and methodology used to estimate federal program and tax 
expenditures on children in Kids’ Share 2018: Report on Federal Expenditures on Children through 
2017 and Future Projections.  
Ashley Hong, Julia B. Isaacs, Cary Lou, Caleb Quakenbush, Heather Hahn, C. Eugene Steuerle 
July 18, 2018 
Research Report 
  
Kids' Share 2018: Report on Federal Expenditures on Children through 2017 and Future 
Projections  
   Public spending on children aims to support their healthy development, helping them fulfill their 
human potential. As such, federal spending on children is an investment in the nation’s future. To 
inform policymakers, children’s advocates, and the general public about how public funds are spent on 
children, this 12th edition of the annual Kids’ Share report provides an updated analysis of federal 
expenditures  
Julia B. Isaacs, Cary Lou, Heather Hahn, Ashley Hong, Caleb Quakenbush, C. Eugene Steuerle 
July 18, 2018 
Research Report 
  
Upskilling the Immigrant Workforce to Meet Employer Demand for Skilled Workers  
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   Immigrants make up one out of six workers in the United States. They are an often overlooked but 
vital part of local economies and should be a part of local workforce development strategies. This 
report examines the size and characteristics of the immigrant workforce and explores key strategies 
that organizations in three cities are using to support training this population.  We use recent census 
data to provide a  
Hamutal Bernstein, Carolyn Vilter 
July 17, 2018 
Research Report 
  
How Beneficial are Streamlined Modifications?  
   To help more borrowers in distress stay in their homes and avoid foreclosure, Fannie Mae added the 
streamlined modification program in 2013. The streamlined program allows delinquent borrowers to 
receive mortgage modifications without submitting paperwork. This analysis of 2012 – 2015 data 
shows that streamlined modifications have a higher take-up rate but a lower success rate than 
standard modifications, and that the  
Laurie Goodman, Walt Scott, Jun Zhu 
July 17, 2018 
Research Report 
  
State TANF Policies: A Graphical Overview of State TANF Policies as of July 2016  
   If a family needs help covering their expenses during a period of financial hardship, will they qualify 
for temporary cash assistance? How much assistance can they receive and for how long? The answers 
to these questions depend on the family’s circumstances and where they live. Temporary Assistance for 
Needy Families (TANF) is a block grant program that provides cash and other forms of assistance to 
low-income families. Each  
Megan Thompson, Sarah Minton, Christine Heffernan, Linda Giannarelli 
July 16, 2018 
Brief 
  
 
World Economic Forum    [to 21 Jul 2018] 
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

*                      *                       *                        * 
 
 

:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will primarily monitor press/media releases announcing key initiatives and new research from a 
growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, humanitarian 
response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended to be exhaustive, but 
indicative.  
 
 

Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 21 Jul 2018] 
https://www.alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/news/ 
News 
Breaching bacteria's tough outer membrane could be path to new antibiotics  
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July 18, 2018 
Study finds outer layer of certain bacteria has very different physical properties than previously 
believed 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Annie E. Casey Foundation   [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Blue Meridian Partners [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/ 
Blue Meridian Partners is a new capital aggregation collaboration that plans to invest at least $1 billion 
in high-performance nonprofits that are poised to have truly national impact for economically 
disadvantaged children and youth.  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clinton Foundation  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements 
Statement   July 18, 2018  
Op-ed from President Clinton: Mandela’s life proof we can be inclusive without losing our 
identity  
Note: The following appeared as an op-ed on South African outlet News24 in commemoration of the 
centennial of President Mandela’s birthday 
 
 
Co Impact   [to 21 Jul 2018] 
www.co-impact.io 
Co-Impact is a global philanthropic collaborative for systems change focused on improving the lives of 
millions of people around the world. 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Ford Foundation  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.fordfoundation.org/?filter=News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 21 Jul 2018] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press 
GHIT was set up in 2012 with the aim of developing new tools to tackle infectious diseases that 
devastate the world’s poorest people. Other funders include six Japanese pharmaceutical  
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No new digest content identified. 
 
 

Grameen Foundation    [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.grameenfoundation.org/news-events/press-room 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/ 
July 20, 2018  
Cyber Initiative Grantmaking Strategy 
   In November 2017—a year earlier than originally planned due to the increased salience of 
cybersecurity issues after many high-profile breaches and growing threats to democratic institutions in 
a number of Western countries—the Hewlett Foundation’s board approved a renewal of our Cyber 
Initiative, budgeting $10 million per year for grantmaking through 2023…  
   In order to build a durable and enduring cyber policy field, our new grantmaking will focus on: (1) 
building a set of core institutions with sufficient depth of expertise to deliver solutions that take 
competing values and trade-offs to pressing cyber policy challenges seriously; (2) creating a talent 
pipeline to produce experts with the necessary mix of technical and non-technical skills and knowledge 
to staff these and other institutions, including government and industry; and (3) supporting the 
development of infrastructure to translate and disseminate the work of these institutions into forms 
that can be understood and used by decision makers and the public… 
 
How we practice effective philanthropy: Resources and guides from the Hewlett 
Foundation   
By  Fay Twersky  
July 17, 2018  
 
A new conservation grantmaking strategy for today’s challenges   
   People of the North American West depend on healthy rivers, national parks, forests, monuments, 
and other public and working lands to sustain their families and their communities. These majestic 
landscapes provide refuge and inspiration, and fulfill economic, cultural, and spiritual needs. And yet, 
we are losing the equivalent of a football field of natural land…  
By  Andrea Keller Helsel  
July 16, 2018  
 
Western Conservation Strategy 2018-2023   
   Every five years, as a part of outcome-focused philanthropy, Hewlett Foundation programs undertake 
a thorough review of our grantmaking strategies. This deeper and comprehensive look at grantmaking 
results in a revised approach for the next five years. As a part of this process, the Western 
Conservation team drew on a retrospective evaluation of its grantmaking program (coming…  
July 16, 2018 
 
 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
Our News 
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Conrad N. Hilton Foundation Grants $1 Million to Further Research-Driven Homelessness 
Policy 
   LOS ANGELES (July 19, 2018) - The Conrad N. Hilton Foundation has granted $1 million to continue 
its support of the Homelessness Policy Research Institute (HPRI), a county-wide effort to foster 
collaboration among top researchers and policymakers working to end homelessness in Los Angeles 
County. Launched in April 2017 at the University of Southern California (USC) Sol Price Center for 
Social Innovation in partnership with the United Way of Greater Los Angeles’ Home for Good Initiative 
and with a planning grant from the Hilton Foundation, HPRI is the first institute in California specifically 
dedicated to ensuring homelessness research meaningfully informs policy decisions… 
 
 
IKEA Foundation    [to 21 Jul 2018] 
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/category/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 21 Jul 2018] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news 
Jul 19 2018  
Research 
Complete Fly Brain Imaged at Nanoscale Resolution 
Summary 
Scientists at HHMI’s Janelia Research Campus have taken detailed pictures of the entire brain of an 
adult female fruit fly using transmission electron microscopy. 
 
 
Kaiser Family Foundation  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
https://www.kff.org/search/?post_type=press-release 
July 18, 2018 News Release  
Kaiser/UNAIDS Study Finds Donor Government Funding for HIV Rose to US$8.1 Billion in 
2017 due to Shift in Timing of U.S. Support 
   Donor government disbursements to combat HIV in low- and middle-income countries increased 16 
percent from US$7 billion in 2016 to US$8.1 billion in 2017 – though the higher total stems largely from 
the timing of U.S. funding and is not expected to last, a new report from the Kaiser Family 
Foundation… 
 
 
Aga Khan Foundation   [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Kellogg Foundation  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media#pp=10&p=1&f1=news 
July 16, 2018 
Milton Chen named a new trustee  
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   BATTLE CREEK, Mich. – The W.K. Kellogg Foundation (WKKF) announces the election of Dr. Milton 
Chen of San Francisco, California, as a new member of its board of trustees. He will join the board in 
September, bringing the number of WKKF trustees to nine.  
   Chen is a life-long champion for quality and culturally-competent education from Pre-K to secondary 
education. As the former executive director of the George Lucas Educational Foundation (GLEF), where 
he served from 1998 to 2010, Milton led the development and expansion of GLEF’s media brand, 
Edutopia, which was awarded the 2009 Webby People’s Voice Award for best education website. Chen 
now serves as senior fellow and executive director emeritus at GLEF… 
 
 
MacArthur Foundation  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.macfound.org/ 
July 16, 2018 - Grantee Research 
Research Finds Model for Sustainable Fishing in Coral Reefs  
   A 20-year study of Kenyan reefs generated a mathematical model for sustainable fishing to maintain 
reef ecology, which helps mitigate the threat reefs face from climate change. The study by the Wildlife 
Conservation Society, supported by MacArthur, found an ideal target of 50 tons of living fish per square 
kilometer to maintain productive harvests and sustainable recovery rates of coral reef fish without 
comprising the ecosystem. The results constitute a standard that researchers hope to test and apply in 
other reefs around the globe. 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
 
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation [to 21 Jul 2018] 
https://www.moore.org/ 
July 18, 2018  
Innovation in health benefits can expand access to serious illness care  
    Health benefits are defined as health care items or services covered under a health insurance plan – 
offered either by a private insurance company like Aetna or by the government such as Medicare. 
When properly designed, health benefits for seriously ill individuals and their caregivers can support 
high-quality affordable care that is aligned with a person’s preferences and needs. If they are not 
designed correctly, health benefits may fail to address the needs of seriously ill individuals, and can 
result in significant financial barriers that prevent them from receiving necessary care. 
   The foundation recently commissioned Discern Health, a health care consulting firm, to review the 
current health benefits landscape and assess how benefit structures affect access to serious illness care 
in the community. Discern Health’s recommendations are summarized in a new Health Affairs blog and 
also discussed at length in a full report… 
 
 
Open Society Foundation  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/issues/media-information 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.packard.org/news/ 
News 
Packard Foundation Names Michael C. Camuñez to its Board of Trustees 
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July 17, 2018 
   The David and Lucile Packard Foundation is delighted to announce that Michael C. Camuñez has 
joined its Board of Trustees. Mr. Camuñez is President and CEO of Monarch Global Strategies LLC, a 
consulting firm providing strategic advice and advocacy to companies doing business in emerging 
economies, with an emphasis on Mexico and Latin America. The Foundation’s Board of Trustees 
unanimously voted to approve Camuñez’ appointment at their quarterly meeting in June 2018… 
 
 
Pew Charitable Trusts  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room 
Press Releases & Statements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/about-us/news-media/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom/news-releases.html 
July 17, 2018 | News Release  
RWJF to Support Habitat for Humanity Study of New Approaches to Revitalizing 
Neighborhoods 
   Princeton, N.J.—Habitat for Humanity, with funding from the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 
(RWJF), is launching a two-year effort to study the health and quality of life impact of a neighborhood 
revitalization approach that puts residents in the driver's seat for change, with a focus on six 
neighborhoods across America. 
The communities involved in the study are in the following cities: 
:: Westside neighborhood of Central Berksire, Mass. 
:: McComb Veazey neighborhood of Lafayette, La. 
:: Washington (Long Beach) neighborhood of Los Angeles 
:: 8Twelve neighborhood of Muncie, Ind. 
:: Sharswood neighborhood of Philadelphia 
:: Larimer neighborhood of Pittsburgh 
 As homeowners' needs evolve, Habitat is consistently at the forefront of that change. Habitat's new 
Quality of Life Framework is a holistic approach to neighborhood revitalization that goes beyond a 
single home to things like economic opportunity and safety that are critical to the well-being of an 
entire neighborhood… 
 
 
Science Philanthropy Alliance   [to 21 Jul 2018] 
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/ 
“…a group of organizations working together to increase philanthropic support for basic scientific 
research on a global basis…” 
No new digest content identified. 
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SDG Philanthropy Platform 
http://sdgfunders.org/ 
SDG Philanthropy Platform is a collaboration between philanthropy and the greater international 
development community led by Foundation Center, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
and Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, and supported by the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, Ford 
Foundation and the MasterCard Foundation, the Brach Family Foundation, and other key organizations 
such as Asociación de Fundaciones Empresariales (AFE) in Colombia, Brach Family Charitable 
Foundation, CAF America, Council on Foundations, East Africa Association of Grantmakers (EAAG), 
European Foundation Centre, Filantropi Indonesia (FI), GlobalGiving, The Humanitarian Forum, World 
Congress of Muslim Philanthropists, and Worldwide Initiatives for Grantmaker Support (WINGS). 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation 
https://sloan.org/about/press  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 21 Jul 2018] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
Published: 18 July 2018  
How lived experiences of dementias have informed science and the arts 
Since October 2016, a team of scientists and artists and people experiencing dementias have been 
exploring, challenging and shaping perceptions of dementias. As their two-year residency in The Hub at 
Wellcome Collection draws to a close, here are some highlights 

 
 
*                       *                       *                        * 
 

:: Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in human 
rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be exhaustive. We will 
add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon recommendation from 
readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content but note that successful access 
to some of the articles and other content may require subscription or other access arrangement unique 
to the publisher. Please suggest additional journals you feel warrant coverage. 
 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
July 2018 Volume 46, Issue 7, p733-850, e43-e64  
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
July 2018 Volume 55, Issue 1, p1-132, e1-e18  
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current  
[Reviewed earlier] 

http://sdgfunders.org/
https://sloan.org/about/press
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news/how-lived-experiences-dementias-have-informed-science-and-arts
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current


   

 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
July 2018  108(7) 
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
Volume 98, Issue 6, 2018  
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/14761645/98/6 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
17 July 2018 Vol: 169, Issue 2  
http://annals.org/aim/issue 
Original Research 
Clinicians' Perspectives on Providing Emergency-Only Hemodialysis to Undocumented 
Immigrants: A Qualitative Study  
   In the United States, nearly half of undocumented immigrants with end-stage kidney disease receive 
hemodialysis only when they are evaluated in an emergency department and are found to have life-
threatening renal failure (“emergency-only hemodialysis” [EOHD]). These patients experience 
psychosocial distress and much higher mortality than patients receiving regularly scheduled 
hemodialysis, but little is known about how providing EOHD affects the clinicians involved. 
 
 
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed 21 Jul 2018) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Global Health 
July 2018 - Volume 3 - 4 
https://gh.bmj.com/content/3/4 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 21 Jul 2018) 
Research article 
Quality of care for children with acute malnutrition at health center level in Uganda: a 
cross sectional study in West Nile region during the refugee crisis  
Arua district, in Uganda, hosts some of the largest refugee camps in the country. The estimated 
prevalence of moderate and severe acute malnutrition in children is higher than the national estimates 
(10.4 and ...  
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Authors: Humphrey Wanzira, Richard Muyinda, Peter Lochoro, Giovanni Putoto, Giulia Segafredo, Henry 
Wamani and Marzia Lazzerini 
Citation: BMC Health Services Research 2018 18:561  
Published on: 17 July 2018 
 
 
BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 21 Jul 2018) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Medical Ethics  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 
(Accessed 21 Jul 2018)  
Research article 
18 July 2018  
A systematic review of the literature on ethical aspects of transitional care between child- 
and adult-orientated health services  
Healthcare policy and academic literature have promoted improving the transitional care of young 
people leaving child and adolescent mental health services (CAMHS). Despite the availability of 
guidance on good... 
Authors: Moli Paul, Lesley O’Hara, Priya Tah, Cathy Street, Athanasios Maras, Diane Purper Ouakil, 
Paramala Santosh, Giulia Signorini, Swaran Preet Singh, Helena Tuomainen and Fiona McNicholas 
 
 
BMC Medicine 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content 
(Accessed 21 Jul 2018)  
Research article 
Modelling population-level impact to inform target product profiles for childhood malaria 
vaccines  
The RTS,S/AS01 vaccine for Plasmodium falciparum malaria demonstrated moderate efficacy in 5–17-
month-old children in phase 3 trials, and from 2018, the vaccine will be evaluated through a large-scale 
pilot imple...  
Authors: Alexandra B. Hogan, Peter Winskill, Robert Verity, Jamie T. Griffin and Azra C. Ghani 
Citation: BMC Medicine 2018 16:109  
Published on: 13 July 2018 
 
 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content 
(Accessed 21 Jul 2018) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Public Health 
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles 
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(Accessed 21 Jul 2018) 
Research article 
Gender aspects on HIV prevention efforts and participation in HIV vaccine trials among 
Police officers in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania  
For more than three decades, Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) infection and Acquired Immune 
Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS) continue to dominate the health agenda. In sub-Saharan African 
countries, women are at m...  
Authors: Edith A. M. Tarimo, Deodatus C. V. Kakoko, Thecla W. Kohi, Muhammad Bakari, Eric 
Sandstrom, David Siyame, Fred Mhalu and Asli Kulane 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2018 18:905  
Published on: 21 July 2018 
 
Study protocol 
Safety monitoring of ROTAVAC vaccine and etiological investigation of intussusception in 
India: study protocol  
ROTAVAC, an indigenous rotavirus vaccine, was introduced in the universal immunization program of 
India in four states in 2016 and expanded to five more states in 2017. The clinical trial on efficacy of 
ROTAVA...  
Authors: Samarasimha Reddy, Nayana P. Nair, Sidhartha Giri, Venkata Raghava Mohan, Jacqueline E. 
Tate, Umesh D. Parashar, Mohan D. Gupte, Rashmi Arora and Gagandeep Kang 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2018 18:898  
Published on: 20 July 2018 
 
Research article 
Household latrine utilization and its association with educational status of household 
heads in Ethiopia: a systematic review and meta-analysis  
Ethiopia has been experiencing a high prevalence of communicable diseases, which resulted in high 
morbidity, mortality, and hospital admission rates. One of the highest contributing factors for this is 
lower l...  
Authors: Cheru Tesema Leshargie, Animut Alebel, Ayenew Negesse, Getachew Mengistu, Amsalu Taye 
Wondemagegn, Henok Mulugeta, Bekele Tesfaye, Nakachew Mekonnen Alamirew, Fasil Wagnew, 
Yihalem Abebe Belay, Aster Ferede, Mezinew Sintayehu, Getnet Dessie, Dube Jara Boneya, Molla 
Yigzaw Birhanu and Getiye Dejenu Kibret 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2018 18:901  
Published on: 20 July 2018 
 
 
BMC Research Notes  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content 
(Accessed 21 Jul 2018) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Open 
July 2018 - Volume 8 - 7 
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Bulletin of the World Health Organization  
Volume 96, Number 7, July 2018, 441-512 
http://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/96/7/en/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Child Care, Health and Development  
Volume 44, Issue 4   Pages: 507-658  July 2018 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13652214/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Clinical Therapeutics 
June 2018 Volume 40, Issue 6, p813-1048  
http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Clinical Trials 
Volume 15 Issue 4, August 2018  
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/ctja/15/3 
Conference Proceedings 
Proceedings of the University of Pennsylvania 10th annual conference on statistical issues 
in clinical trials: Current issues regarding Data and Safety Monitoring Committees in 
clinical trials 
Susan S Ellenberg, Jonas H Ellenberg 
First Published June 22, 2018; pp. 319–320 
 
Data Monitoring Committees: Current issues 
Thomas R Fleming, Susan S Ellenberg, David L DeMets 
First Published April 9, 2018; pp. 321–328 
 
 
Conflict and Health 
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 21 Jul 2018] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Contemporary Clinical Trials 
Volume 70  Pages 1-138 (July 2018) 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/contemporary-clinical-trials/vol/70/suppl/C 

[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Current Opinion in Infectious Diseases 
August 2018 - Volume 31 - Issue 4  
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http://journals.lww.com/co-infectiousdiseases/pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Developing World Bioethics 
Volume 18, Issue 2   Pages: 65-203  June 2018 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14718847/current 

[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Development in Practice  
Volume 28, Issue 5, 2018 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cdip20/current 

[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Development Policy Review 
Volume 36, Issue 4   Pages: i-iv, 387, 389-523  July 2018 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14677679/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disability and Rehabilitation: Assistive Technology 
Volume 13, Issue 5, 2018 
http://informahealthcare.com/toc/idt/current 

[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disaster Medicine and Public Health Preparedness  
Volume 12 - Issue 2 - April 2018  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/disaster-medicine-and-public-health-preparedness/latest-
issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disasters 
Volume 42, Issue 3  Pages: 405-612  July 2018 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14677717/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
EMBO Reports 
01 June 2018; volume 19, issue 6 
http://embor.embopress.org/content/19/6?current-issue=y 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Emergency Medicine Journal 
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Volume 24, Number 6—June 2018 
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Emerging Infectious Diseases 
Volume 24, Number 7—July 2018 
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Epidemics 
Volume 23  Pages 1-120 (June 2018) 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/epidemics/vol/23/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier 
 
 
Epidemiology and Infection 
Volume 146 - Issue 8 - June 2018  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/epidemiology-and-infection/latest-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Ethics & International Affairs 
Spring 2018 (Issue 32.1)  March 9, 2018  
https://www.ethicsandinternationalaffairs.org/2018/spring-2018-issue-32-1/ 
Special Issue: “Rising Powers and the International Order” 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The European Journal of Public Health 
Volume 28, Issue 3, 1 June 2018 
https://academic.oup.com/eurpub/issue/28/3 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 

 
Food Policy  Volume 75 
Volume 78, Pages 1-100 (July 2018)  
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/food-policy/vol/78/suppl/C 
Special issue on The Economics and Politics GM Food Labeling 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Food Security  
Volume 10, Issue 3, June 2018 
https://link.springer.com/journal/12571/10/3/page/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Forced Migration Review (FMR) 
FMR 58  June 2018  
http://www.fmreview.org/syria2018/contents.html 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Forum for Development Studies 
Volume 45, Issue 2, 2018  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/sfds20/current  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Genocide Studies International 
Volume 12 Issue 1, Spring 2018  
https://www.utpjournals.press/toc/gsi/current 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Geoheritage  
June 2018, Issue 2, Pages 139-339  
https://link.springer.com/journal/12371/10/2/page/1 
The VIII International ProGEO Symposium in Reykjavík, 2015 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Health Action  
Volume 11, 2018 – Issue 1   
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/zgha20/11/1?nav=tocList 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Health: Science and Practice (GHSP) 
June 2018 | Volume 6 | Number 2  
http://www.ghspjournal.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Public Health  
Volume 13, 2017   Issue 9 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rgph20/current 
Meeting Report 
The Georgetown symposium on global mental health: Transdisciplinary perspectives 
Emily Mendenhall 
Pages: 1145-1151 
 
Article 
Addressing NCDs: A unifying agenda for sustainable development 
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Téa Collins, Bente Mikkelsen, Jennifer Adams, Oleg Chestnov, Tim Evans, Andrea Feigl, Rachel Nugent, 
Ariel Pablos-Mendez, Supattra Srivanichakorn & Douglas Webb 
Pages: 1152-1157 
 
Article 
Needs assessment with elder Syrian refugees in Lebanon: Implications for services and 
interventions 
Zeina Chemali, Christina P. C. Borba, Kelsey Johnson, Sama Khair & Gregory L. Fricchione 
Pages: 1216-1228 
 
Article 
Caregiver and community insights on coping strategies used by adolescents living in 
conflict-affected communities 
Megan Cherewick & Nancy Glass 
Pages: 1322-1336 
Published online: 31 Oct 2017 
 
 
Globalization and Health 
http://www.globalizationandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 21 Jul 2018] 
Research 
Development of a richer measure of health outcomes incorporating the impacts of income 
inequality, ethnic diversity, and ICT development on health  
In the literature, measuring health outcomes usually entails examining one dependent variable using 
cross-sectional data. Using a combination of mortality and morbidity variables, this study developed a 
new, r...  
Authors: Rezwanul Hasan Rana, Khorshed Alam and Jeff Gow 
 
 
Health Affairs  
Vol. 37 , No. 7  July 2018  
https://www.healthaffairs.org/toc/hlthaff/current 
Chronic Care, Prescription Drugs & More  
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Health and Human Rights 
Volume 20, Issue 1, June 2018 
http://www.hhrjournal.org/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Economics, Policy and Law  
Volume 13 - Special Issue 3-4 - July 2018  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/health-economics-policy-and-law/latest-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Health Equity 
Volume 2 Issue 1  Jun 2018 
https://www.liebertpub.com/toc/heq/2/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Policy and Planning 
Volume 33, Issue 6, 1 July 2018 
http://heapol.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Promotion International 
Volume 33, Issue 3, 1 June 2018 
https://academic.oup.com/heapro/issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Research Policy and Systems 
http://www.health-policy-systems.com/content 
[Accessed 21 Jul 2018] 
Research 
How is the use of research evidence in health policy perceived? A comparison between the 
reporting of researchers and policy-makers  
The use of health policy and systems research (HPSR) to inform health policy-making is an 
international challenge. Incorporating HPSR into decision-making primarily involves two groups, namely 
researchers (kno...  
Authors: Moriah E. Ellen, John N. Lavis, Einav Horowitz and Robin Berglas 
Citation: Health Research Policy and Systems 2018 16:64  
Published on: 20 July 2018 
 
 
Human Rights Quarterly 
Volume 40, Number 2, May 2018 
http://muse.jhu.edu/issue/38551 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Humanitarian Exchange Magazine 
Number 72  July 2018 
https://odihpn.org/magazine/mental-health-and-psychosocial-support-in-humanitarian-crises/ 
Mental health and psychosocial support in humanitarian crises 
by Humanitarian Practice Network July 2018  
   This edition of Humanitarian Exchange, co-edited with Anne Harmer, Manager of Elrha’s Research for 
Health in Humanitarian Crises (R2HC) Programme, focuses on mental health and psychosocial support 
(MHPSS) in humanitarian crises. M. Claire Greene and her co-authors highlight opportunities for 
integrating MHPSS programming in humanitarian response, and discuss ways to overcome the 
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challenges associated with introducing multi-sectoral interventions into existing systems. Davin Mpaka 
Mbeya and colleagues and Courtney Welton-Mitchell and Leah Emily James share research and 
operational experience from the Central African Republic and Haiti. Catherine Panter-Brick, Jon Kurtz 
and Rana Dajani reflect on how academics and practitioners can partner effectively to produce 
actionable evidence in humanitarian settings. Alison Schafer and her co-authors make the case for 
scaling up MHPSS interventions to reach more people at lower cost. 
   Emma Soye discusses learning programmes for children in the Syrian refugee response, and Fiona 
Samuels, Nicola Jones and Bassam Abu Hamad explore adolescent girls’ psychosocial vulnerabilities in 
Gaza, Liberia and Sri Lanka. Theresa S. Betancourt’s article focuses on a mental health intervention for 
young people in Sierra Leone, and Karine Le Roche and Cecile Bizouerne highlight Action contre La 
Faim’s experience with psychosocial support as part of nutrition interventions for children in Nepal. 
Sexual and gender-based violence is addressed in an article by Ayesha Ahmad, Lida Ahmad and 
Jenevieve Mannell on story-telling as a therapeutic intervention in Afghanistan. 
    A series of articles explore mental health issues in the Middle East. Relinde Reiffers, Kimberly Stam 
and Suzan Mitwalli offer insights from a community support programme in the West Bank, Patricia 
Moghames, Fiona McEwen and Michael Pluess summarise findings from research with Syrian refugees 
in Lebanon, Nour Kik and Rabih El Chammay reflect on the Lebanese government-led MHPSS 
coordination mechanism and Marie Darmayan and Dia Abou Mosleh discuss Médecins du Monde’s 
support for mental health care provision in Lebanon and Iraq. To conclude the issue, Leslie Snider, 
Alison Schafer and Carina Hjelmstam Winberg summarise the findings from a retrospective study on 
Psychological First Aid, and Cecilie Dineson looks at the mental health needs of volunteers in 
humanitarian responses. 
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2012 to 2017 (characterizing the pivotal clinical trials that serve as the basis of FDA approval), and 
premarket development and review times to assess the strength of evidence supporting breakthrough 
approvals. 
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Comment 
Ebola virus disease: 11,323 deaths later, how far have we come? 
Joseph A Lewnard 
   …The data presented by the Ebola Outbreak Epidemiology Team indicate key areas of progress since 
the 2014 outbreak in west Africa. By contrast with a 5·0 day average time from illness onset to 
hospitalisation in that outbreak, and 4·7 days in an outbreak in the Democratic Republic of the Congo 
in the same year, the median time from illness onset to first hospitalisation was 1 day (range 0–10).2, 
3, 4 Rapid case ascertainment and isolation narrows a crucial period of transmission risk within 
households and communities, and was facilitated by installation of Ebola virus disease treatment 
centres in Bikoro, Iboko, and Mbandaka by Médecins Sans Frontières mere days after the outbreak 
declaration.1 Modelling studies indicate that such timely mobilisation could have averted thousands of 
deaths from Ebola virus disease in west Africa,5, 6 many outside the doors of treatment centres that 
were already operating at capacity. 
    An efficacious, field-tested vaccine (rVSV-ZEBOV) is among the most important developments since 
2014.7 Within 2 weeks of the outbreak declaration, more than 7500 doses were delivered to the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo for administration to primary and secondary contacts of cases. The 
authors report coverage among 496 of 504 vaccine-eligible contacts as of May 30, 2018;2 by June 16, 
2920 contacts had been reached.1 On-the-ground vaccination teams—some operating in communities 
without electricity or telecommunications, and maintaining −70°C cold chains on the backs of 
motorcycles2, 8—have performed a heroic feat in this first use of the vaccine outside Guinea. Ongoing 
studies of clinical outcomes, immunological parameters, and adverse events among recipients will 
provide important data about vaccine safety and effectiveness… 
 
Comment 
A new step towards an HIV/AIDS vaccine 
George N Pavlakis, Barbara K Felber 
   A preventive vaccine is an essential part of the strategy to eradicate the HIV pandemic.1 Although 
the search for an AIDS vaccine has led to many scientific advances, a vaccine remains out of reach. 
Major impediments include the protean ability of HIV to mutate rapidly and the lack of definitive 
correlates of vaccine protection. Over the years, a multitude of vaccine methodologies have been 
tested, but few have progressed to efficacy trials2–7 and only one provided evidence for protection.7 
Current HIV vaccine efficacy trials aim to improve on the success of the RV144 trial7 in Thailand, which 
showed a modest 31·2% protection. 
 
Articles 
Outbreak of Ebola virus disease in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, April–May, 2018: 
an epidemiological study 
The Ebola Outbreak Epidemiology Team 
Summary 
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Background 
On May 8, 2018, the Government of the Democratic Republic of the Congo reported an outbreak of 
Ebola virus disease in Équateur Province in the northwest of the country. The remoteness of most 
affected communities and the involvement of an urban centre connected to the capital city and 
neighbouring countries makes this outbreak the most complex and high risk ever experienced by the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo. We provide early epidemiological information arising from the 
ongoing investigation of this outbreak. 
Methods 
We classified cases as suspected, probable, or confirmed using national case definitions of the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo Ministère de la Santé Publique. We investigated all cases to obtain 
demographic characteristics, determine possible exposures, describe signs and symptoms, and identify 
contacts to be followed up for 21 days. We also estimated the reproduction number and projected 
number of cases for the 4-week period from May 25, to June 21, 2018. 
Findings 
As of May 30, 2018, 50 cases (37 confirmed, 13 probable) of Zaire ebolavirus were reported in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo. 21 (42%) were reported in Bikoro, 25 (50%) in Iboko, and four 
(8%) in Wangata health zones. Wangata is part of Mbandaka, the urban capital of Équateur Province, 
which is connected to major national and international transport routes. By May 30, 2018, 25 deaths 
from Ebola virus disease had been reported, with a case fatality ratio of 56% (95% CI 39–72) after 
adjustment for censoring. This case fatality ratio is consistent with estimates for the 2014–16 west 
African Ebola virus disease epidemic (p=0·427). The median age of people with confirmed or probable 
infection was 40 years (range 8–80) and 30 (60%) were male. The most commonly reported signs and 
symptoms in people with confirmed or probable Ebola virus disease were fever (40 [95%] of 42 cases), 
intense general fatigue (37 [90%] of 41 cases), and loss of appetite (37 [90%] of 41 cases). 
Gastrointestinal symptoms were frequently reported, and 14 (33%) of 43 people reported 
haemorrhagic signs. Time from illness onset and hospitalisation to sample testing decreased over time. 
By May 30, 2018, 1458 contacts had been identified, of which 746 (51%) remained under active 
follow-up. The estimated reproduction number was 1·03 (95% credible interval 0·83–1·37) and the 
cumulative case incidence for the outbreak by June 21, 2018, is projected to be 78 confirmed cases 
(37–281), assuming heterogeneous transmissibility. 
Interpretation 
The ongoing Ebola virus outbreak in the Democratic Republic of the Congo has similar epidemiological 
features to previous Ebola virus disease outbreaks. Early detection, rapid patient isolation, contact 
tracing, and the ongoing vaccination programme should sufficiently control the outbreak. The forecast 
of the number of cases does not exceed the current capacity to respond if the epidemiological situation 
does not change. The information presented, although preliminary, has been essential in guiding the 
ongoing investigation and response to this outbreak. 
Funding 
None. 
 
Evaluation of a mosaic HIV-1 vaccine in a multicentre, randomised, double-blind, placebo-
controlled, phase 1/2a clinical trial (APPROACH) and in rhesus monkeys (NHP 13-19) 
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Campbell, Robert Feldman, Gregg Lucksinger, Caroline Borremans, Katleen Callewaert, Raphaele 
Roten, Jerald Sadoff, Lorenz Scheppler, Mo Weijtens, Karin Feddes-de Boer, Daniëlle van Manen, 
Jessica Vreugdenhil, Roland Zahn, Ludo Lavreys, Steven Nijs, Jeroen Tolboom, Jenny Hendriks, Zelda 
Euler, Maria G Pau, Hanneke Schuitemaker 
Summary 
Background 
More than 1·8 million new cases of HIV-1 infection were diagnosed worldwide in 2016. No licensed 
prophylactic HIV-1 vaccine exists. A major limitation to date has been the lack of direct comparability 
between clinical trials and preclinical studies. We aimed to evaluate mosaic adenovirus serotype 26 
(Ad26)-based HIV-1 vaccine candidates in parallel studies in humans and rhesus monkeys to define the 
optimal vaccine regimen to advance into clinical efficacy trials. 
Methods 
We conducted a multicentre, randomised, double-blind, placebo-controlled phase 1/2a trial 
(APPROACH). Participants were recruited from 12 clinics in east Africa, South Africa, Thailand, and the 
USA. We included healthy, HIV-1-uninfected participants (aged 18–50 years) who were considered at 
low risk for HIV-1 infection. We randomly assigned participants to one of eight study groups, stratified 
by region. Participants and investigators were blinded to the treatment allocation throughout the study. 
We primed participants at weeks 0 and 12 with Ad26.Mos.HIV (5 × 1010 viral particles per 0·5 mL) 
expressing mosaic HIV-1 envelope (Env)/Gag/Pol antigens and gave boosters at weeks 24 and 48 with 
Ad26.Mos.HIV or modified vaccinia Ankara (MVA; 108 plaque-forming units per 0·5 mL) vectors with or 
without high-dose (250 μg) or low-dose (50 μg) aluminium adjuvanted clade C Env gp140 protein. 
Those in the control group received 0·9% saline. All study interventions were administered 
intramuscularly. Primary endpoints were safety and tolerability of the vaccine regimens and Env-
specific binding antibody responses at week 28. Safety and immunogenicity were also assessed at 
week 52. All participants who received at least one vaccine dose or placebo were included in the safety 
analysis; immunogenicity was analysed using the per-protocol population. We also did a parallel study 
in rhesus monkeys (NHP 13-19) to assess the immunogenicity and protective efficacy of these vaccine 
regimens against a series of six repetitive, heterologous, intrarectal challenges with a rhesus peripheral 
blood mononuclear cell-derived challenge stock of simian-human immunodeficiency virus (SHIV-
SF162P3). The APPROACH trial is registered with ClinicalTrials.gov, number NCT02315703. 
Findings 
Between Feb 24, 2015, and Oct 16, 2015, we randomly assigned 393 participants to receive at least 
one dose of study vaccine or placebo in the APPROACH trial. All vaccine regimens demonstrated 
favourable safety and tolerability. The most commonly reported solicited local adverse event was mild-
to-moderate pain at the injection site (varying from 69% to 88% between the different active groups 
vs 49% in the placebo group). Five (1%) of 393 participants reported at least one grade 3 adverse 
event considered related to the vaccines: abdominal pain and diarrhoea (in the same participant), 
increased aspartate aminotransferase, postural dizziness, back pain, and malaise. The mosaic 
Ad26/Ad26 plus high-dose gp140 boost vaccine was the most immunogenic in humans; it elicited Env-
specific binding antibody responses (100%) and antibody-dependent cellular phagocytosis responses 
(80%) at week 52, and T-cell responses at week 50 (83%). We also randomly assigned 72 rhesus 
monkeys to receive one of five different vaccine regimens or placebo in the NHP 13-19 study. 
Ad26/Ad26 plus gp140 boost induced similar magnitude, durability, and phenotype of immune 
responses in rhesus monkeys as compared with humans and afforded 67% protection against 
acquisition of SHIV-SF162P3 infection (two-sided Fisher's exact test p=0·007). Env-specific ELISA and 
enzyme-linked immunospot assay responses were the principal immune correlates of protection against 
SHIV challenge in monkeys. 
Interpretation 
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The mosaic Ad26/Ad26 plus gp140 HIV-1 vaccine induced comparable and robust immune responses in 
humans and rhesus monkeys, and it provided significant protection against repetitive heterologous 
SHIV challenges in rhesus monkeys. This vaccine concept is currently being evaluated in a phase 2b 
clinical efficacy study in sub-Saharan Africa (NCT03060629). 
Funding 
Janssen Vaccines & Prevention BV, National Institutes of Health, Ragon Institute of MGH, MIT and 
Harvard, Henry M Jackson Foundation for the Advancement of Military Medicine, US Department of 
Defense, and International AIDS Vaccine Initiative. 
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Author summary 
Many efficacious tools exist to control NTDs, but effectively moving these tools and approaches from 
the boardroom to the village is a complicated socio-political process. In the era of Sustainable 
Development Goals, global health has become more focused on improving the delivery of existing 
interventions. Greater attention to implementation research, including the value of social science 
perspectives, has followed in an effort to build a science of global health delivery. This paper presents 
an accessible and actionable socio-anthropological framework for understanding the effectiveness 
factors of NTD interventions. The framework was developed by comparatively analyzing three large-
scale NTD interventions in Eastern Africa: rabies elimination in Tanzania, sleeping sickness control in 
Uganda and the prevention of parasitic worms in Zambia. The framework includes five “intervention 
domains” where the effectiveness of these interventions was determined: 1) the terrain of intervention; 
2) community agency; 3) the strategies and incentives of field staff; 4) the socio-materiality of 
technology; and 5) the governance of interventions. The paper illustrates the importance of each of 
these domains, presenting lessons learnt and practical recommendations. As a flexible analytical tool, 
the framework could be integrated into the planning and implementation process itself, bringing the 
insights of socio-anthropological approaches into an emerging science of NTD delivery. 
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Thematic issue: Economics of NCDs 
   The global health burden of noncommunicable diseases (NCDs) is large and growing, as this group of 
diseases already accounts for 70% of total deaths. Global evidence indicates that the high health 
burden of NCDs translates into significant economic and social costs that threaten to diminish the 
quality of life of millions of individuals, impoverish families, jeopardize universal health coverage, and 
increase health disparities within and between countries. Evidence consistently shows that the NCD 
epidemic cannot be tackled through interventions and policies in the health sector alone. In particular, 
prevention measures that address NCD risk factors involve a range of sectors including finance, trade, 
education, agriculture, and transportation. As economics has become the common language among 
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decision makers across sectors, it is imperative that health authorities leverage economic information to 
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   This thematic issue of the Pan American Journal of Public Health is part of a continued collaboration 
between the Public Health Agency of Canada (PHAC) and PAHO/WHO to facilitate intragovernmental 
dialogue for a better understanding of NCD issues by making economic evidence available in the 
Americas, and to assist countries in integrating economic approaches into their NCD prevention and 
control policies. 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Risk Analysis     
Volume 38, Issue 7  Pages: 1319-1518  July 2018 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/15396924/current 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Risk Management and Healthcare Policy 
Volume 10, 2017 
https://www.dovepress.com/risk-management-and-healthcare-policy-archive56 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Science  
20 July 2018  Vol 361, Issue 6399 
http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Social Science & Medicine 
Volume 208   Pages 1-208 (July 2018) 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/social-science-and-medicine/vol/208/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Stability: International Journal of Security & Development  
http://www.stabilityjournal.org/articles 
[Accessed 21 Jul 2018]  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Stanford Social Innovation Review 
Spring 2018  Volume 16, Number 2  
https://ssir.org/issue/spring_2018 
   When the founder and long-time leader of an organization is replaced by someone new, it’s generally 
thought that the founder should make a complete break so that there isn’t any confusion about who is 
in control. But recent research by The Bridgespan Group suggests that in the nonprofit world that may 
not be the best approach.  
Philanthropy & Funding 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/15396924/current
https://www.dovepress.com/risk-management-and-healthcare-policy-archive56
http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/social-science-and-medicine/vol/208/suppl/C
http://www.stabilityjournal.org/articles
https://ssir.org/issue/spring_2018


   

The Civic Science Imperative  
By Elizabeth Good Christopherson, Dietram A. Scheufele & Brooke Smith  
   Philanthropy has a vital role to play in building a culture of “civic science,” in which scientists take 
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