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:::::: 
::::::  
 
Human Rights Council 
 
Opening statement and global update of human rights concerns by UN High 
Commissioner for Human Rights Zeid Ra'ad Al Hussein at 38th session of the Human 
Rights Council  
18 June 2018  
[Excerpts; Editor’s text bolding] 
Mr. President, Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, Colleagues and Friends, 
As this is my last global update to the Human Rights Council in a regular session – 
and before I turn, once again, to the important matter of access and cooperation – I 
wish to draw on some final reflections.  
 
I heard recently a UN official telling others there is really no such thing as universal 
human rights, musing that they were picked from a Western imagination. I remember 
thinking to myself that the Universal Declaration of Human Rights – the most translated 
document in the world – was negotiated by the same political leaders who poured universal 
values into the Charter, creating the United Nations. Is the UN also then somehow not 
universal? Were its values sourced only from a Western tradition – unrepresentative of the rest 
of the world?  
 
No. A clear rejection of this comes from a look at the negotiating record itself. The San 
Francisco Conference, which established the UN, was a circus of sound shaped from many 
tongues; its result was not a solo tune from a Western instrument. Had that been the case – 
had the countries that joined the organization believed they were being pinned to alien, 
Western values – why then did they not stream toward the exits? Why did they not withdraw 
from the UN?  
 
But then why is the Universal Declaration, and the whole body of human rights law that 
followed it, the object of so much attack now –- not only from the violent extremists, like the 
Takfiris, but also from authoritarian leaders, populists, demagogues, cultural relativists, some 
Western academics, and even some UN officials? 
 
I have spent most of my career at, and in, the UN. What I have learned is this: the UN is 
symptomatic of the wider global picture. It is only as great or as pathetic as the 
prevailing state of the international scene at the time. I also have come to understand 
how weak human memory is. That to many people history matters only in so far as it can be 
unsheathed and flung into political battle: they do not view it as a service to deeper human 
understanding.  
There is a dangerous remove and superficiality to so many of our discussions, so much so that 
the deepest, core issue seems to have been lost on many. 
 
Is it not the case, for example, that historically, the most destructive force to imperil 
the world has been chauvinistic nationalism – when raised to feral extremes by self-
serving, callous leaders, and amplified by mass ideologies which themselves repress 
freedom. The UN was conceived in order to prevent its rebirth. Chauvinistic 
nationalism is the polar opposite of the UN, its very antonym and enemy. So why are 
we so submissive to its return? Why are we in the UN so silent?  
 

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=23206&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=23206&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=23206&LangID=E
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The UN’s raison d’être is the protection of peace, rights, justice and social progress. Its 
operating principle is therefore equally clear: only by pursuing the opposite to nationalism – 
only when States all work for each other, for everyone, for all people, for the human rights of 
all people – can peace be attainable.  
 
Why are we not doing this? 
 
Those of us in the UN Secretariat, originating from all the 193 Member States, work 
collaboratively and we do not answer to any State. In contrast, too many governments 
represented at the UN will often pull in the opposing direction: feigning a commitment to the 
common effort, yet fighting for nothing more than their thinly-thought interests, taking out as 
much as they can from the UN, politically, while not investing in making it a true success. The 
more pronounced their sense of self-importance – the more they glory in 
nationalism – the more unvarnished is the assault by these governments on the 
overall common good: on universal rights, on universal law and universal 
institutions, such as this one. 
 
And as the attack on the multilateral system and its rules, including most especially 
international human rights law, intensifies, so too will the risk increase of further 
mischief on a grander scale. The UN’s collective voice must therefore be principled 
and strong; not weak and whining, obsessed with endless wrangling over process, 
the small things, as it is the case today.  
 
If my Office, of which I am very proud, and I, have gotten one thing right over the last few 
years, it is our understanding that only fearlessness is adequate to our task at this point in time. 
Not ducking for cover, or using excuses or resorting to euphemisms, but a fearlessness 
approaching that shown by human rights defenders around the world – for only by speaking 
out can we begin to combat the growing menace of chauvinistic nationalism that stalks our 
future.  
 
I appeal to you to do more, to speak louder and work harder for the common purpose and for 
universal human rights law, to better our chances for a global peace… 
 
Mr President,  
People do not lose their human rights by virtue of crossing a border without a visa. I 
deplore the adoption by many countries of policies intended to make themselves as 
inhospitable as possible by increasing the suffering of many already vulnerable 
people. In recent weeks, I have become increasingly alarmed by two issues regarding access 
for civil society organisations to migrants.  
 
In Hungary, I am deeply concerned about a bill presented to Parliament last month which, if 
adopted, would effectively criminalize human rights monitoring at borders and within border 
zones, as well as criminalizing the provision to migrants of information, legal aid and assistance.  
The bill would also eliminate or impede judicial review in many cases. It is essential that 
independent monitoring bodies – including not only all international human rights bodies, but 
also national human rights institutions and civil society – be able to monitor the human rights 
situation of migrants without fear or obstruction. These prohibitions, and related measures 
adopted by the Government of Hungary in recent months, stigmatize and harm migrants in 
vulnerable situations and those who seek asylum, as well as punishing the admirable work of 
human rights defenders who seek to help them. 
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In the United States, I am deeply concerned by recently adopted policies which punish 
children for their parents’ actions.  
 
In the past six weeks, nearly two thousand children have been forcibly separated from their 
parents. The American Association of Pediatrics has called this cruel practice "government-
sanctioned child abuse" which may cause "irreparable harm," with "lifelong consequences". The 
thought that any State would seek to deter parents by inflicting such abuse on children is 
unconscionable. I call on the United States to immediately end the practice of forcible 
separation of these children, and I encourage the Government to at last ratify the Convention 
on the Rights of the Child, in order to ensure that the fundamental rights of all children, 
whatever their administrative status, will be at the centre of all domestic laws and policies. 
 
Mr President, 
We request access so we can better work to help bring States’ laws and practices in line with 
the commitments which they themselves have made. Every decision to engage more 
productively with the human rights system is a decision to create openings towards a more 
harmonious society – one where there is greater justice, more sustainable peace and better 
development. 
 
I am heartened by the new areas where access has been achieved over the past year. It is not 
easy to highlight conflicts which have been averted, violations which have been warded off, and 
spiralling violence that has been interrupted and diminished. But every step towards greater 
implementation of the human rights agenda is an act of prevention, which gathers and 
strengthens the bonds between communities and reinforces inclusive development and peace.  
I am convinced that the human rights ideal has been the most constructive movement of ideas 
in our era – and among the most successful. 
 
Over the past 70 years, a sustained peace has been achieved in and between many societies. 
Conflicts have been resolved, with respect and through law; a vastly increased number of 
people have been able to meaningfully express their views, and access education, healthcare 
and opportunities for development, without discrimination. Some may take these achievements 
for granted. But they are the enactment of policies – policies and laws that uphold the universal 
principles of human dignity and equality. And they are not the norm. Every society's history is 
bloody with conflict and deprivation: we need only look back a little way to grasp the dangers, 
which our work averts. 
 
When leaders undermine human rights, and human rights law, this is in no way an 
act of patriotism. They are eroding the structures which can ensure the safety of 
their people – pitching their societies backwards into violence, destruction, 
exploitation and disaster. They are recreating the rule of brute force and 
exploitation – within countries and between them. True patriotism consists in 
viewing every State, and humanity as a whole, as a community of mutual 
responsibility, with shared needs and goals. True patriotism consists of the work of 
creating tolerant communities, which can live in peace.  
 
I depart an Office which is strong, absolutely committed to its gargantuan task, and which, in 
the face of heavy headwinds, has made progress. These new areas of access are a testament 
to the credibility of our operations and the justice of our cause. I remain convinced that the 
monitoring and reporting we have achieved; our capacity-building for civil society and States; 
and our clear, steady and impartial advocacy have been significant contributors to governance 
that is more inclusive and respectful of the rights of the people; societies which are more 
peaceful; and development that is broader, deeper and of more benefit to all… 
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::::::  
 
Remarks on the UN Human Rights Council 
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo and U.S. Permanent Representative to the United Nations 
Ambassador Nikki Haley  
06/19/2018  
[Excerpts; Editor’s text bolding] 

SECRETARY POMPEO: Good afternoon. The Trump administration is committed to 
protecting and promoting the God-given dignity and freedom of every human being. 
Every individual has rights that are inherent and inviolable. They are given by God, 
and not by government. Because of that, no government must take them away. 

For decades, the United States has led global efforts to promote human rights, often through 
multilateral institutions. While we have seen improvements in certain human rights situations, 
for far too long we have waited while that progress comes too slowly or in some cases never 
comes. Too many commitments have gone unfulfilled. 

President Trump wants to move the ball forward. From day one, he has called out institutions 
or countries who say one thing and do another. And that’s precisely the problem at the Human 
Rights Council. As President Trump said at the UN General Assembly: “It is a massive source of 
embarrassment to the United Nations that some governments with egregious human rights 
records sit on the Human Rights Council.” 

We have no doubt that there was once a noble vision for this council. But today, we need to be 
honest – the Human Rights Council is a poor defender of human rights. 

Worse than that, the Human Rights Council has become an exercise in shameless hypocrisy – 
with many of the world’s worst human rights abuses going ignored, and some of the world’s 
most serious offenders sitting on the council itself. 

The only thing worse than a council that does almost nothing to protect human rights is a 
council that covers for human rights abuses and is therefore an obstacle to progress and an 
impediment to change. The Human Rights Council enables abuses by absolving wrongdoers 
through silence and falsely condemning those who have committed no offense. A mere look 
around the world today demonstrates that the council has failed in its stated objectives. 

Its membership includes authoritarian governments with unambiguous and abhorrent human 
rights records, such as China, Cuba, and Venezuela. 

There is no fair or competitive election process, and countries have colluded with one another 
to undermine the current method of selecting members. 

And the council’s continued and well-documented bias against Israel is unconscionable. Since its 
creation, the council has adopted more resolutions condemning Israel than against the rest of 
the world combined. 

The United States has no opposition in principle to multilateral bodies working to protect human 
rights. We desire to work with our allies and partners on this critical objective that reflects 
America’s commitment to freedom. 

https://usun.state.gov/remarks/8486
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But when organizations undermine our national interests and our allies, we will not be complicit. 
When they seek to infringe on our national sovereignty, we will not be silent. 

The United States – which leads the world in humanitarian assistance, and whose service 
members have sacrificed life and limb to free millions from oppression and tyranny – will not 
take lectures form hypocritical bodies and institution as Americans selflessly give their blood and 
treasure to help the defenseless… 

Ambassador Haley has spent more than a year trying to reform the Human Rights Council… 

AMBASSADOR HALEY: Thank you. Good afternoon. I want to thank Secretary Pompeo for his 
friendship and his partnership and his leadership as we move forward on these issues. 

One year ago, I traveled to the United Nations Human Rights Council in Geneva. On that 
occasion, I outlined the U.S. priorities for advancing human rights and I declared our intent to 
remain a part of the Human Rights Council if essential reforms were achieved. These reforms 
were needed in order to make the council a serious advocate for human rights. For too long, 
the Human Rights Council has been a protector of human rights abusers and a cesspool of 
political bias. 

Regrettably, it is now clear that our call for reform was not heeded. Human rights 
abusers continue to serve on and be elected to the council. The world’s most 
inhumane regimes continue to escape scrutiny, and the council continues 
politicizing and scapegoating of countries with positive human rights records in an 
attempt to distract from the abusers in their ranks… 

When a so-called Human Rights Council cannot bring itself to address the massive abuses in 
Venezuela and Iran, and it welcomes the Democratic Republic of Congo as a new member, the 
council ceases to be worthy of its name. Such a council, in fact, damages the cause of human 
rights. 

And then, of course, there is the matter of the chronic bias against Israel. Last year, the United 
States made it clear that we would not accept the continued existence of agenda item seven, 
which singles out Israel in a way that no other country is singled out. Earlier this year, as it 
has in previous years, the Human Rights Council passed five resolutions against 
Israel – more than the number passed against North Korea, Iran, and Syria 
combined. This disproportionate focus and unending hostility towards Israel is clear 
proof that the council is motivated by political bias, not by human rights. 

For all these reasons, the United States spent the past year engaged in a sincere effort to 
reform the Human Rights Council. It is worth examining why our efforts didn’t succeed. At its 
core, there are two reasons. First, there are many unfree countries that simply do not want the 
council to be effective. A credible human rights council poses a real threat to them, so they 
opposed the steps that would create it. 

Look at the council membership and you see an appalling disrespect for the most 
basic human rights. These countries strongly resist any effort to expose their abusive 
practices. In fact, that’s why many of them run for a seat on the Human Rights Council in the 
first place: to protect themselves from scrutiny. When we made it clear we would strongly 
pursue council reform, these countries came out of the woodwork to oppose it. Russia, China, 
Cuba, and Egypt all attempted to undermine our reform efforts this past year… 
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I have traveled to the – to UN refugee and internally displaced persons camps in Ethiopia, 
Congo, Turkey, and Jordan, and met with the victims of atrocities in those troubled regions. We 
have used America’s voice and vote to defend human rights at the UN every day, and we will 
continue to do so. Even as we end our membership in the Human Rights Council, we 
will keep trying to strengthen the entire framework of the UN engagement on 
human rights issues, and we will continue to strongly advocate for reform of the 
Human Rights Council. Should it become reformed, we would be happy to rejoin it. 

America has a proud legacy as a champion of human rights, a proud legacy as the world’s 
largest provider of humanitarian aid, and a proud legacy of liberating oppressed people and 
defeating tyranny throughout the world. While we do not seek to impose the American system 
on anyone else, we do support the rights of all people to have freedoms bestowed on them by 
their creator. That is why we are withdrawing from the UN Human Rights Council, an 
organization that is not worthy of its name. 

::::::  
 
Press statement by the President of the Human Rights Council, Ambassador Vojislav 
Suc (Slovenia)  
19 June 2018  
GENEVA, 19 June 2018 -- Today I learned of the decision by the United States to withdraw its 
membership from the Human Rights Council.  
 
While I recognize it is the prerogative of any member State to take such a decision, I wish to 
acknowledge that the United States has been a very active participant at the Council having 
engaged constructively on numerous issues aimed at improving the lives of rights holders 
around the globe, including the many issues which we are addressing in our current 
session. The Human Rights Council always stands to benefit from constructive engagement 
of its member States.  
 
In times when the value and strength of multilateralism and human rights are being 
challenged on a daily basis, it is essential that we uphold a strong and vibrant 
Council recognizing it as a central part of the United Nations for the 21st century.   
 
Over the past 12 years, the Human Rights Council has tackled numerous human rights 
situations and issues keeping them in sharp focus.  In many senses, the Council serves as an 
early warning system by sounding the alarm bells ahead of impending or worsening crises.  Its 
actions lead to meaningful results for the countless human rights victims worldwide, those the 
Council serves.  
 
The Human Rights Council is the only intergovernmental body responding to human 
rights issues and situations worldwide, with the active participation of civil 
society.  It provides a unique setting to hear a wide range of views, including those which 
other organisations are unable or unwilling to discuss.    
 
Evidence of the significant role the Council plays is on display at our current session 
where dozens of independent human rights experts and investigative bodies, the 
High Commissioner for Human Rights, and other participants, will appraise the 
international community about human rights issues and situations throughout the 
world.  
 

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=23220&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=23220&LangID=E


   

: 

The matter of filling the vacancy left in the Council membership through the United States’ 
decision will need to be addressed by the United Nations General Assembly.  
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Sustainable Development – SDGs Report 
 
The Sustainable Development Goals Report 2018 
United Nations, 2018 :: 40 pages 
PDF: 
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/files/report/2018/TheSustainableDevelopmentGoalsReport2018.pdf 
Overview 
The Sustainable Development Goals Report 2018 reviews progress in the third year of 
implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. This overview presents 
highlights of progress and remaining gaps for all 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), 
based on the latest available data, and examines some of the interconnections across Goals and 
targets. Subsequent chapters focus in more depth on the six Goals under review at the high-
level political forum on sustainable development in July 2018. While people overall are living 
better lives than they were a decade ago, progress to ensure that no one is left behind has not 
been rapid enough to meet the targets of the 2030 Agenda. Indeed, the rate of global progress 
is not keeping pace with the ambitions of the Agenda, necessitating immediate and accelerated 
action by countries and stakeholders at all levels. 
 
Press Release 
SDG Report 2018 Finds Conflict, Climate Change, Inequality Hindering Progress 
20 June 2018: The UN has launched the 2018 version of the yearly Sustainable Development 
Goals Report. It finds that conflict, climate change and inequality are major factors in growing 
hunger and displacement, and are hindering progress towards the SDGs. The report highlights 
positive progress on the proportion of people living below the poverty line, under-five mortality 
and access to electricity… 
 
The publication titled, ‘The Sustainable Development Goals Report 2018,’ finds that “more 
people are leading better lives” than they were a decade ago. Since 2000, the proportion of 
people living with families on less than US$1.90 per day has fallen from 26.9% to 
9.2%, and the unemployment rate has decreased. Maternal mortality has declined by 
37%, and the under-five child mortality rate has decreased by 47%. The proportion of 
population with access to electricity in the least developed countries (LDCs) has more than 
doubled. 
 
Child marriage continues to decline around the world, in line with progress towards SDG 
target 5.2. In Southern Asia, for example, the report states that a girl’s risk of marriage during 
childhood has decreased by more than 40% since 2000. On SDG 12 (responsible consumption 
and production), the report states that over 100 countries now have sustainable consumption 
and production (SCP) policies and initiatives… 
 
Individual SDG highlights include: 
   On SDG 2 (zero hunger), the number of hungry people in the world has risen from 777 
million in 2015 to 815 million in 2016, mostly as a result of conflicts and disasters and droughts 
linked to climate change. In 18 countries, the report finds that conflict is a main driver of food 
insecurity. 

https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2018/
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/files/report/2018/TheSustainableDevelopmentGoalsReport2018.pdf
http://sdg.iisd.org/news/sdg-report-2018-finds-conflict-climate-change-inequality-hindering-progress/
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   On SDG 4 (quality education), more than half of children and adolescents are not meeting 
minimum proficiency in reading and mathematics, with disparities persisting along gender, 
urban-rural and other divides. 
   On SDG 6 (clean water and sanitation), in 2015, 2.3 billion people lacked a basic level of 
sanitation, and 892 million people practiced open defecation. 
   On SDG 11 (sustainable cities and communities), 91% of the global urban population 
breathes air that does not meet the World Health Organization’s (WHO) air quality guidelines 
for particulate matter. 
   On SDG 14 (life below water), global trends suggest declining marine fish stocks and 
deterioration of coastal waters, due to pollution and eutrophication. 
   On SDG 15 (life on land), the report finds that the world’s forest areas continue to shrink. 
   On SDG 16 (peace, justice and strong institutions), more than 570 different flows 
involving trafficking in persons were found between 2012 and 2014. 
   On SDG 17 (partnership for the Goals), official development assistance (ODA) for capacity 
building and national planning has been stable since 2010. 
 
The report recommends improving the collection and dissemination of reliable, accessible, 
disaggregated and timely data, and urges better evidence-based policymaking to support 
progress on the SDGs. The report further calls for: increased political commitment and 
investment and technology and innovation. 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Development – Aid Transparency 
 
The 2018 Aid Transparency Index 
Publish What You Fund  
June 2018 :: 40 pages 
Produced with financial support from the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation, the European 
Union, DFID, and the Aid Transparency Index Supporters’ Coalition. 
The Aid Transparency Index is the only independent measure of aid transparency among the 
world’s major development agencies. In 2018, it assesses 45 agencies. It is researched and 
produced by Publish What You Fund. 
PDF: http://www.publishwhatyoufund.org/reports/2018-Aid-Transparency-Index.pdf 
Executive Summary  [Editor’s text bolding] 
The past year has been a complex and challenging one for aid and development transparency. 
To help fulfil development needs and ambitious global objectives, such as the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs), more and better aid and development finance than ever is 
required, especially at a time when some donors’ budgets are being reduced. To help meet 
this demand, more actors – including development finance institutions (DFIs) and 
others from the private and humanitarian sector – have become more involved, 
changing the landscape of aid and development finance forever. 
 
The involvement of a growing number of aid and development actors presents a 
transparency challenge. To ensure that we can see the whole picture of aid and 
development finance, information provided for public use must remain consistent, whatever 
type of donor shares it. This comes at a time when the effectiveness and accountability of aid is 
under increased scrutiny. This scrutiny is necessary – it is vital to ensure the long-term 
sustainability and effectiveness of future aid and development finance projects. 
 

http://www.publishwhatyoufund.org/the-index/2018
http://www.publishwhatyoufund.org/reports/2018-Aid-Transparency-Index.pdf
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The 2018 Aid Transparency Index shows how these actors are performing individually and as a 
whole. Overall, the 2018 results show much to be positive about. For example, 93% 
of Index organisations are now publishing in the International Aid Transparency 
Initiative (IATI) Standard, which means more timely aid and development data is 
being made openly available than ever before. Around half of the organisations are 
publishing essential information on their aid and development spending on a 
monthly basis. Compare this to just a quarter reported in 
the 2016 Index. 
 
Although this is, of course, to be applauded, the publishing of timely data in itself is not 
enough. To be of value, it also needs to be comprehensive and cover all aspects of 
development projects, including, but not limited to, financial and performance-related data. 
Only two organisations – the Asian Development Bank (AsDB) and the United 
Nations Development Programme (UNDP) – publish on all Index indicators in the 
IATI Standard. 
 
This year, the AsDB, with a score of 98.6%, knocks the UNDP off the 2016 Index’s top spot. 
Other DFIs, including the African Development Bank (AfDB), the World Bank International 
Development Association (WB-IDA) and the Inter-American Development Bank (IADB) have 
also done well. They dominate the ‘very good’ category. The UNDP, the United Kingdom’s 
Department for International Development (UK-DFID) and the United States’ Millennium 
Challenge Corporation (US-MCC) also lead the way in this category. 
 
Collectively, however, the ‘fair’, ‘poor’ and ‘very poor’ categories are the Index’s 
largest. Typically, donors in these categories fail to share enough high-quality data across all 
indicators. For example, in the ‘poor’ category the United Kingdom’s Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office (UK-FCO) provides information on just 39% of indicators. And both the 
Spanish Agency for International Development Cooperation (Spain-AECID) and Japan’s 
International Cooperation Agency (Japan-JICA) publish on fewer indicators than in 2016. 
 
To help ensure transparency commitments are honoured and to be able to see a 
more complete picture of aid and development finance, development organisations 
need to be transparent on all aspects of development work, including on whether 
objectives are met. Publish What You Fund strongly urges organisations – in both the private 
and the public sector – to share detailed, timely, comprehensive and comparable data so this 
can happen. 
 
Only when the missing pieces of the data transparency jigsaw are provided can open data be 
used and transformed into the life-changing first step required to make aid and development 
activities more effective and hold organisations and donors to account for significant and lasting 
change. 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Development – Remittances 
 
Belgium and IOM Collaborate to Reduce High Costs of Money Transfers to 
Developing Countries 
Posted: 06/18/18 

http://www.iom.int/news/belgium-and-iom-collaborate-reduce-high-costs-money-transfers-developing-countries
http://www.iom.int/news/belgium-and-iom-collaborate-reduce-high-costs-money-transfers-developing-countries
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Brussels – Belgian Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Development Cooperation Alexander 
De Croo joins forces with IOM, the UN Migration Agency, to build a comprehensive price 
comparison app for international money transfers (remittances). 
 
Belgium will support the development of MigApp: an app that provides objective information to 
migrants about migration, and includes a price comparison tool for international money 
transfers. Remittances are the private funds that migrants send to their home countries. At the 
request of Minister De Croo, IOM is expanding the app so that services from all fourteen partner 
countries of the Belgian Development Cooperation can be integrated in the price comparison 
tool. This extension has been made possible thanks to a new partnership between IOM and 
RemitRadar, an online financial technology provider active in the field of remittances. With the 
app, users will be able to assess the cheapest service provider options for sending money 
home. Belgium is one of the four pilot countries where the app has been launched. Other EU 
pilot countries include Greece, Ireland and The Netherlands. 
 
Minister De Croo said: “The new price comparison tool should contribute to a decrease in the 
rates [of remittances], which are much too high at the moment. In some cases, one can even 
speak about extortionate prices. By giving an easy access for the users to information about the 
cheapest and fastest option, we aim at stimulating the competition. More and more [financial 
technology] enterprises are investing in mobile money, whose  rates are on average half of the 
classic money transfers compared to the main popular players.” 
 
According to World Bank figures, migrants sent USD 466 billion to developing 
countries in 2017, an amount that exceeds the amount of official development aid 
three times over. As such, migrants contribute greatly to the economy of developing 
countries. However, the problem with remittances resides in their high transfer costs. On 
average, the cost of sending the money is equal to 7,1 per cent of the amount being sent; for 
remittances to Sub-Saharan Africa this transfer costs are 9.4 per cent on average, and even 
higher in some cases. The UN has, in the framework of the Sustainable Development Goals, 
agreed to lower the costs of remittances to an average of 3 per cent by 2030. 
 
William Lacy Swing, IOM Director General, has recognized remittance flows as ‘economic 
lifelines’ for migrant families. Remittances reduce poverty, provide better health care and access 
to nutrition and increase education opportunities for children. In an op-ed published ahead of 
the International Day of Family Remittances (celebrated on 16 June), Ambassador Swing wrote: 
“let us pause to recognize the tremendous contribution of migrants, both in their financial and 
social remittances to economies, but most importantly to individual families.” 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Ebola/EVD 
 
Ebola virus disease – Democratic Republic of the Congo  
20 June 2018     
   The Ministry of Health and WHO continue to closely monitor the outbreak of Ebola virus 
disease (EVD) in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. There is cautious optimism. Slightly 
over a month into the response, further spread of EVD has largely been contained. However, in 
spite of progress, there should be no room for laxity and complacency until the outbreak is 
controlled. The focus of operations remains on intensive surveillance and active case finding.  

http://www.who.int/csr/don/20-june-2018-ebola-drc/en/
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   Since 17 May 2018, no new confirmed EVD cases have been reported in Bikoro and Wangata 
health zones, while the last confirmed case-patient in Iboko developed symptoms on 2 June 
2018 and died on 9 June… 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Emergencies 
 
POLIO   
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
Polio this week as of 19 June 2018 [GPEI] 
   :: Advance notification of cVDPV1 in Papua New Guinea:  Following identification last 
month of an AFP case from which VDPV type 1 had been isolated, genetic sequencing of two 
VDPV1s from two non-household contacts of the AFP case, has now confirmed that VDPV1 is 
circulating and will be officially classified as a  ‘circulating’ VDPV type 1 (cVDPV1).  The National 
Department of Health (NDOH) is closely working with the GPEI partners in launching a 
comprehensive response. The cVDPV1 will be officially reported in next week’s data.  
   ::  Advance notification of new cVDPV2 in DR Congo:  Advance notification of a new 
cVDPV2 case was received this week from Ituri province, in the north-east of DR Congo, close 
to the border with Uganda.  Initial investigations are ongoing, but early reports are that the 
child had onset of paralysis on 5 May 2018, and has a recent travel history with Haut 
Katanga.  Genetic sequencing indicates the case is linked to the Haut Lomami/Tanganika/Haut 
Katanga outbreak. The case will be officially reported in next week’s data.  
 
Summary of newly-reported viruses this week:  
Pakistan: Three wild poliovirus type 1 (WPV1) positive environmental samples reported 
Afghanistan: Two wild poliovirus type 1 (WPV1) positive environmental samples reported  
Somalia: One circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type 2 (cVDPV2) environmental sample 
reported 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
Yemen   
:: WHO continues life-saving support to Yemen’s blood transfusion centres  
   On the occasion of World Blood Donor Day 2018, WHO reaffirms the need of having an 
adequate blood supply to meet the needs of patients14 June 2018 – It has been over 3 years 
since Yemen was hit by one of the world’s worst humanitarian crises. The crisis has worsened 
an already the appalling health situation. Conditions in the blood transfusion centres across the 
country are no different, further aggravated by the ongoing conflict and facing the threat of 
closure due to shortages in essential blood bags and reagents. 
   WHO is working hard to prevent the closure of these centres, scaling up support for the 
supply of safe blood products in Yemen. In 2017–2018, WHO provided over 130 000 blood bags 
and various types of laboratory reagents to the national blood transfusion centre, maintained 
the provision of services in Sana’a, and helped in re-opening the other branches in Ibb, 
Hudydah and Aden… 
 
Iraq  - No new announcements identified 
Nigeria  - No new announcements identified 
South Sudan  - Webpage not responding at inquiry 

http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
http://www.who.int/hac/donorinfo/g3_contributions/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/yem/en/index.html
http://www.emro.who.int/yem/yemen-news/who-continues-life-saving-support-to-the-yemens-blood-transfusion-centres.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/irq/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/hac/crises/nga/en/
http://www.who.int/hac/crises/ssd/en/
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The Syrian Arab Republic - No new announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
[Several emergency pages were not available at inquiry] 
Cameroon  - No new announcements identified  
Central African Republic  - No new announcements identified. 
Democratic Republic of the Congo  - No new announcements identified  
Ethiopia  - No new announcements identified. 
Libya - No new announcements identified. 
Myanmar  - No new announcements identified  
Niger  - No new announcements identified. 
Ukraine - No new announcements identified. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – L3 Emergencies 
The UN and its humanitarian partners are currently responding to three 'L3' emergencies. This 
is the global humanitarian system's classification for the response to the most severe, large-
scale humanitarian crises.  
Yemen   
:: Yemen: Al Hudaydah Update Situation Report No. 4, 22 June 2018 
HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
:: Fighting and airstrikes are continuing in Al Hudaydah City and in southern districts. Casualties 
are reported. 
:: More people are fleeing areas of conflict and seeking shelter in safer locations, including in 
the capital, Sana’a 
:: IDPs from Al Hudaydah City have arrived in the capital, Sana’a. Total figures on displacement 
are not available yet as humanitarian organisations are verifying the IDPS. 
:: Humanitarian partners have ramped up rapid response activities amid security and access 
constraints 
 
Syrian Arab Republic  - No new announcements identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Corporate Emergencies 
When the USG/ERC declares a Corporate Emergency Response, all OCHA offices, branches and 
sections provide their full support to response activities both at HQ and in the field. 
Ethiopia   
:: Ethiopia Humanitarian Bulletin Issue 55 | 4 - 17 June 2018 
:: Ethiopia: Oromia – Somali Conflict-Induced Displacement - Situation Report No. 4 (20 June 
2018) 
 
Somalia   - No new announcements identified. 
 
 

*                      *                       *                        * 
 

Agency/Government/IGO Watch 

http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/syr/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/hac/donorinfo/g3_contributions/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/cmr/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/caf/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/cod/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/eth/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/lby/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/hac/crises/mmr/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/ner/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/ukr/en/index.html
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/yemen
https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/yemen-al-hudaydah-update-situation-report-no-4-22-june-2018
https://www.unocha.org/syria
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/ethiopia
https://reliefweb.int/node/2663159
https://reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/ethiopia-oromia-somali-conflict-induced-displacement-situation-report-no-4-20-june
https://reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/ethiopia-oromia-somali-conflict-induced-displacement-situation-report-no-4-20-june
https://www.unocha.org/somalia
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We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for 
key media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on 
regional or global level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific 
coverage is limited. Please suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
 
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly  
[to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.un.org/en/  
21 June 2018  
ECOSOC/6932 
Concluding Segment, Economic and Social Council Adopts Text on 
Strengthening Coordination of Emergency Humanitarian Assistance 
Concluding its humanitarian affairs segment, the Economic and Social Council today adopted a 
resolution on improving emergency response, stressing that the United Nations could better 
coordinate the protection of civilians, including women and children, persons with disabilities, 
the wounded, sick and displaced. 
 
 
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 23 Jun 
2018] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true  
Selected Press Releases – “TOP NEWS” 
Venezuela: Continued impunity amid dismal human rights situation - UN report 
 
First-ever UN human rights report on Kashmir calls for international inquiry into multiple 
violations 
 
New Hungary legislation ‘shameful and blatantly xenophobic’ - Zeid 
 
UN experts to US: “Release migrant children from detention and stop using them to deter 
irregular migration” 
 
States must act now to protect migrants vulnerable to human trafficking and exploitation, says 
UN rights expert 
 
Opening statement and global update of human rights concerns by UN High Commissioner for 
Human Rights Zeid Ra'ad Al Hussein at 38th session of the Human Rights Council 
 
UN experts urge States to provide trade support only to businesses that respect human rights 
 
Women's rights facing global pushback from conservative and fundamentalist groups, UN 
experts warn 
 
 
Human Rights Council   [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/hrc/pages/hrcindex.aspx 
20/06/2018 
Remarks by President of the Human Rights Council, Vojislav Suc (Slovenia) on the 
USA withdrawal from the Council, delivered at the Human Rights Council on 20 June 
2018  
 
18/06/2018 

http://www.un.org/en/unpress/
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/ecosoc6932.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/ecosoc6932.doc.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23242&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23198&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23198&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23239&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23245&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23245&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23240&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23240&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23206&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23206&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23237&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23244&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23244&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/hrc/pages/hrcindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=23230&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=23230&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=23230&LangID=E
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Human Rights Council opens thirty-eighth regular session  
 
Opening statement and global update of human rights concerns by UN High 
Commissioner for Human Rights Zeid Ra'ad Al Hussein at 38th session of the Human 
Rights Council  
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
 
Committee on the Rights of the Child [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx 
19 June 2018 
UN experts urge Iran to halt “unlawful execution” of young offender  
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the sale and sexual exploitation of children 
 [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and 
Armed Conflict [to 23 Jun 2018] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest 
attainable standard of physical and mental health  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx 
Latest news 
UN experts to US: “Release migrant children from detention and stop using them to 
deter irregular migration” 
22 June 2018 
UN experts say Gaza health care at “breaking point”  
21 June 2018 
 
 
SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in 
Conflict [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/ 
18 Jun 2018 
Joint Statement by Pramila Patten and Natalia Kanem on the urgent need for more 
support for Rohingya refugees 
 
 
UN OCHA [to 23 Jun 2018] 
https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases 
Selected Press Releases 
23 June 2018 
Ethiopia: US$118 Million urgently required to support over 818,000 people displaced 
by inter-communal violence around Gedeo (SNNPR) and West Guji (Oromia) Zones 
  

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=23210&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=23206&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=23206&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=23206&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23216&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23245&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23245&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23236&LangID=E
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/
https://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/press-release/joint-statement-by-pramila-patten-and-natalia-kanem-on-the-urgent-need-for-more-support-for-rohingya-refugees/
https://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/press-release/joint-statement-by-pramila-patten-and-natalia-kanem-on-the-urgent-need-for-more-support-for-rohingya-refugees/
https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases
https://reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/ethiopia-us118-million-urgently-required-support-over-818000-people-displaced-inter
https://reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/ethiopia-us118-million-urgently-required-support-over-818000-people-displaced-inter
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22 June 2018 
Hundreds of Thousands of Civilians in Hodeidah are at Grave Risk 
  
18 June 2018 
UN humanitarian coordinator a.i. in Nigeria condemns deadly suicide attacks in 
Damboa, north-east Nigeria 
 
  
Centre for Humanitarian Data/HDX  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
https://centre.humdata.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNICEF  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/ 
Selected Press Releases/Reports 
No new digest content identified…most recent press release dated 15 May 2018] 
 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html 
Press releases and news comments 
Statement of UN High Commissioner for Refugees Filippo Grandi on Europe and 
asylum 22 Jun 2018 
 
UNHCR shocked by mass drownings off Libya, calls for urgent action 21 Jun 2018 
 
FAO and UNHCR launch new tool to save forests in displacement-affected areas 20 
Jun 2018 
 
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
Selected Announcements 
Mediterranean Migrant Arrivals Reach 40,944 in 2018; Deaths Reach 960 
2018-06-22 15:50 
   Geneva – IOM, the UN Migration Agency, reports that 40,944 migrants and refugees entered 
Europe by sea through the first 171 days of 2018. That total compares to 84,675 at this time 
last year, and over 215,997 at this time in 2016. 
 
Migrant Returns from Yemen Postponed as Displacement Increases due to 
Hudaydah Offensive  
2018-06-22 15:48 
  Sana’a – Due to the ongoing offensive, IOM, the UN Migration Agency, has been forced to 
postpone its voluntary humanitarian return assistance to migrants stranded in Hudaydah until 
further notice. 
 
Insufficient Data on Migration and Health Undermine Health Systems’ Responses  
2018-06-22 15:40 
   Berlin – Data and information on the health of migrants and health issues stemming from 
migration could make health systems’ responses more effective. 
 

https://reliefweb.int/node/2664184
https://reliefweb.int/report/nigeria/un-humanitarian-coordinator-ai-nigeria-condemns-deadly-suicide-attacks-damboa-north
https://reliefweb.int/report/nigeria/un-humanitarian-coordinator-ai-nigeria-condemns-deadly-suicide-attacks-damboa-north
https://centre.humdata.org/
https://www.unicef.org/media/
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2018/6/5b2d16134/statement-un-high-commissioner-refugees-filippo-grandi-europe-asylum.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2018/6/5b2d16134/statement-un-high-commissioner-refugees-filippo-grandi-europe-asylum.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2018/6/5b2bf4d24/unhcr-shocked-mass-drownings-libya-calls-urgent-action.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2018/6/5b2a2e174/fao-unhcr-launch-new-tool-save-forests-displacement-affected-areas.html
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases
http://www.iom.int/news/mediterranean-migrant-arrivals-reach-40944-2018-deaths-reach-960
http://www.iom.int/news/migrant-returns-yemen-postponed-displacement-increases-due-hudaydah-offensive
http://www.iom.int/news/migrant-returns-yemen-postponed-displacement-increases-due-hudaydah-offensive
http://www.iom.int/news/insufficient-data-migration-and-health-undermine-health-systems-responses
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IOM Releases MigApp Mobile Application in French, Spanish, Arabic  
2018-06-19 14:44 
   Geneva – Today (19/06), IOM, the UN Migration Agency, has launched a second release of its 
mobile application –  MigApp – in French, Spanish and Arabic. 
 
Belgium and IOM Collaborate to Reduce High Costs of Money Transfers to 
Developing Countries 
2018-06-18 10:39 
   Brussels – Belgian Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Development Cooperation Alexander 
De Croo joins forces with IOM to build a comprehensive price comparison app for international 
money transfers (remittances). 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
 
UNAIDS [to 23 Jun 2018]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
Update  
Women’s rights advocates join UNAIDS to address sexual harassment 
22 June 2018 
   For decades, women’s rights leaders and civil society organizations have been actively 
working to advance gender equality. Civil society have also been critical partners to UNAIDS 
since its inception in 1996, UNAIDS being the only United Nations organization to include non-
governmental organizations as active participants on its board. 
   The partnership between UNAIDS and civil society continues to be essential and on 18-19 
June, UNAIDS and the ATHENA Network co-convened a meeting on addressing sexual 
harassment. The meeting provided a unique opportunity for dialogue with civil society on 
concerns and questions around sexual harassment and gender equality, as well as to provide 
valuable inputs on how to strengthen the work of UNAIDS in this area. 
   UNAIDS welcomed more than 30 women’s rights leaders and civil society advocates to share 
good practices, articulate concerns and discuss ways of moving forward to strengthen rights-
based responses to sexual harassment and protect survivors and people who come forward to 
report incidents of harassment… 
 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 23 Jun 2018] 
Paediatric chewable medicine promises improved treatment against intestinal 
worms 
   20 June 2018 | Geneva −− The World Health Organization (WHO) will begin distributing a 
paediatric (chewable) formulation of mebendazole to countries with a high prevalence of soil-
transmitted helminthiases (intestinal worms). Mebendazole is one of the medicines 
recommended by WHO to treat intestinal worm infections of humans. This formulation was 
approved by the United States Food and Drug Administration in 2016 and is now donated to 
WHO by the pharmaceutical company Johnson & Johnson… 
 
:::::: 
 
Weekly Epidemiological Record, 22 June 2018, vol. 93, 25 (pp. 357–368)  
:: Joint External Evaluation in crisis countries – a perspective from the Eastern Mediterranean 
Region 
:: Strategic response to an outbreak of circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type 2, Syrian Arab 
Republic, 2017–2018 
 

http://www.iom.int/news/iom-releases-migapp-mobile-application-french-spanish-arabic
http://www.iom.int/news/belgium-and-iom-collaborate-reduce-high-costs-money-transfers-developing-countries
http://www.iom.int/news/belgium-and-iom-collaborate-reduce-high-costs-money-transfers-developing-countries
http://www.unaids.org/en
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2018/june/women-s-rights-advocates-join-unaids-to-address-sexual-harassment
http://www.who.int/neglected_diseases/news/Paediatric-chewable-medicine-promises-improved-treatment_against/en/
http://www.who.int/neglected_diseases/news/Paediatric-chewable-medicine-promises-improved-treatment_against/en/
http://www.who.int/wer/2018/wer9325/en/
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:::::: 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO     
Selected Featured News 
:: Polio Eradication-Regional Certification Commission concludes meeting with far-reaching 
recommendations for countries  22 June 2018  
:: On the hunt for Ebola in the Democratic Republic of Congo  21 June 2018  
:: Maximising digital health technology to improve quality and patient safety in Africa  20 June 
2018  
:: Zimbabwe reaches One million men with Voluntary Medical Male Circumcision  19 June 2018  
:: Nigeria and Africa on track to eradicating poliomyelitis says Minister of Health  18 June 2018  
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
- No new announcements identified. 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
- No new announcements identified. 
 
WHO European Region EURO  
:: Is European Region ready to respond to next influenza pandemic? 21-06-2018  
:: WHO opens new Country Office in Greece 20-06-2018  
:: World Refugee Day: WHO trains Syrian refugees to serve as home-care staff to older and 
disabled refugees in Turkey 19-06-2018  
:: Commemorating the impact of Semmelweis’ work on global health 19-06-2018  
:: Investment and innovation for inclusive health systems key to nations’ prosperity 18-06-2018  
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: World Refugee Day 2018  
   19 June 2018 – On World Refugee Day 2018, the WHO Regional Office for the Eastern 
Mediterranean calls for renewed support for the protection and well-being of refugees and other 
displaced populations, and their right to seek health services with dignity, without 
discrimination, and without undergoing financial hardship… 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
- No new announcements identified. 
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2018/ 
20/06/18 
Discover the 2017 OIE Annual Report 
   To meet the goal of protecting animals and thereby preserving our future, the World 
Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) worked in 2017 with its 181 Member Countries to control 
animal health risks, ensure transparency in communication and reinforce the resilience of 
animal health systems: the 3 main objectives of its 6th Strategic Plan. This Annual Report 
reviews the progress achieved over the past year.  
 
 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release 

http://www.afro.who.int/
http://www.afro.who.int/news/polio-eradication-regional-certification-commission-concludes-meeting-far-reaching
http://www.afro.who.int/news/polio-eradication-regional-certification-commission-concludes-meeting-far-reaching
http://www.afro.who.int/news/hunt-ebola-democratic-republic-congo
http://www.afro.who.int/news/maximising-digital-health-technology-improve-quality-and-patient-safety-africa
http://www.afro.who.int/news/zimbabwe-reaches-one-million-men-voluntary-medical-male-circumcision
http://www.afro.who.int/news/nigeria-and-africa-track-eradicating-poliomyelitis-says-minister-health
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=466&Itemid=40108&lang=en
http://www.searo.who.int/
http://www.euro.who.int/
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/communicable-diseases/influenza/news/news/2018/6/is-european-region-ready-to-respond-to-next-influenza-pandemic2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/sections/press-releases/2018/who-opens-new-country-office-in-greece
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/emergencies/syria-crisis-health-response-from-turkey/news/news/2018/world-refugee-daywho-trains-syrian-refugees-to-serve-as-home-care-staff-to-elderly-and-disabled-refugees-in-turkey
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/emergencies/syria-crisis-health-response-from-turkey/news/news/2018/world-refugee-daywho-trains-syrian-refugees-to-serve-as-home-care-staff-to-elderly-and-disabled-refugees-in-turkey
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No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
Selected Press Releases/Announcements 
The Rule of Law and Human Rights - Fundamentals for the 2030 Agenda and 
Sustaining Peace 
   UNDP High-level meeting on Strengthening the Rule of Law and Human Rights for Sustaining 
Peace and Fostering Development.    
Posted on June 22, 201 
 
UNDP announces The Lion's Share fund with founder FINCH and founding partner 
Mars to tackle crisis in wildlife conservation and animal welfare 
   CANNES – The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), FINCH and founding partner 
Mars, Incorporated today announced an initiative aimed at transforming the lives of animals 
across the world by asking advertisers to contribute a percentage of their media spend to 
conservation and animal welfare projects. 
   The initiative, a fund called The Lion’s Share, will see partners contribute 0.5 percent of their 
media spend to the fund for each advertisement they use featuring an animal. Those funds will 
be used to support animals and their habitats around the world. Mars is the first advertising 
partner in The Lion’s Share… 
Posted on June 21, 2018 
 
UNDP again ranked as one of world’s most transparent development aid 
organizations 
The Aid Transparency Index, produced by the campaign for aid transparency Publish What You 
Fund, rated UNDP as the second most transparent aid organisation in the world, making it the 
highest rated UN…    
Posted on June 20, 2018 
 
 
UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 

UN Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN)  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://unsdsn.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 

UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/ 
Launch of Open SDG Data Hub 
   As part of the Federated Information Systems for the SDGs initiatives presented at the 49th 
Session of the UN Statistical Commission, the Statistics Division has launched an Open SDG 
Data Hub to promote the exploration, analysis, and use of authoritative SDG data sources for 
evidence-based decision-making and reviews. It enables the presentation and dissemination of 
SDG data and statistics. It also makes the global SDG Indicators database readily available as 
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geospatial data webservices, suitable for the production of maps and other data visualizations 
and analyses, and easy to download in multiple formats.  
 
 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
https://www.unenvironment.org/  
22 Jun 2018 Press release  
Marking the time for action on climate, peace, and security 
   Brussels – UN Environment called for swift action on the root causes and impacts of our 
changing climate, during a meeting on the ongoing and new threats posed by climate change 
on global peace and security in Brussels today. 
   At the high-level event Climate, Peace, and Security: The Time for Action, ministers and 
parliamentarians, as well as climate, foreign and security policy experts from around the world 
discussed a range of possible approaches to address this global and growing challenge, ranging 
from policy interventions to operational commitments  
 
21 Jun 2018 | Press release 
Roadmap to healthier, cleaner oceans adopted by UN Environment and European 
Commission  
 
 
UNISDR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.unisdr.org/archive 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news.html 
21 June 2018, Marrakesh, Morocco  
UN Public Service Awards recognizes initiatives in 8 countries that are advancing 
Sustainable Development Goals 
   To highlight the pivotal role that public services play in the implementation of the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs), the United Nations has named the eight public institutions from 
eight countries that will receive awards for their public service innovation and excellence. 
   The winners of the UN Public Service Awards 2018 are from Austria, Colombia, Indonesia, 
Kenya, Republic of Korea, Spain, Switzerland and Thailand. 
   The awards ceremony will take place on 23 June –UN Public Service Day—which serves as a 
special occasion to recognize public service innovations and excellence around the world… 
 
20 June 2018, New York 
Countries embrace efforts to achieve SDGs amid mounting global challenges: UN 
Report 
   A fast-changing climate, conflict, inequality, persistent pockets of poverty and hunger and 
rapid urbanization are challenging countries’ efforts to achieve the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs), according to a UN report launched in New York today. 
   The Sustainable Development Goals Report 2018 found that conflict and climate change were 
major contributing factors leading to growing numbers of people facing hunger and forced 
displacement, as well as curtailing progress towards universal access to basic water and 
sanitation services. 
   For the first time in more than a decade, there are now approximately 38 million more hungry 
people in the world, rising from 777 million in 2015 to 815 million in 2016.  According to the 
report, conflict is now one of the main drivers of food insecurity in 18 countries. In 2017, the 
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world experienced the costliest North Atlantic hurricane season on record, driving the global 
economic losses attributed to the disasters to over $300 billion… 
 
 
UNESCO  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://en.unesco.org/news 
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp 
22/06/2018 –  
Statement of UNODC Executive Director for the International Day against Drug 
Abuse and Illicit Trafficking 
 
21/06/2018 –  
Statement attributable to the UNODC Spokesperson on Canada's Cannabis Act 
  …the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) regrets the Canadian legislature's 
decision to legalize cannabis for non-medical use. As noted by the International Narcotics 
Control Board in its statement of 21 June, this decision contravenes the provisions of the drug 
control conventions, and undermines the international legal drug control framework and respect 
for the rules-based international order… 
 
 
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://unhabitat.org/media-centre/news/ 
Posted June 21, 2018 
Foreign direct investment key to Africa’s development, new UN-Habitat report says 
   UN-Habitat Deputy Executive Director Dr. Aisa Kirabo Kacyira launched a new report that 
investigates the effect of foreign direct investment on the continent’s cities.  The State of 
African Cities 2018 report says that foreign firms and investors in... 
 
 
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/ 
22-06-2018 
FAO helps Kenyan farmers rescue harvest from Fall Armyworm 
   FAO training in Fall Armyworm mechanical control has helped family farmers in Kenya protect 
their crops from the devastating pest. 
 
Rockefeller Foundation, FAO supporting Africa to halve food loss 
   Food that ‘disappears’ from the food chain after harvest owing to spoilage could feed an 
estimated 48 million people in Sub-Saharan Africa. A project by FAO, the African Union and the 
Rockefeller Foundation aims to help countries drastically reduce these post-harvest losses by 
2030. 
21-06-2018 
 
FAO and UNHCR launch new tool to save forests in displacement-affected areas 
   The United Nations’ Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and Refugee Agency (UNHCR) 
launched today a new handbook to help restore forests in displacement-affected areas, where 
heavy reliance on woodfuel puts forests and woodlands in jeopardy. 
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http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/frontpage/2018/June/statement-of-unodc-executive-director-for-the-international-day-against-drug-abuse-and-illicit-trafficking.html
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/releases/2018/statement-attributable-to-the-unodc-spokesperson-on-canadas-cannabis-act.html
http://unhabitat.org/media-centre/news/
https://unhabitat.org/foreign-direct-investment-key-to-africas-development-new-un-habitat-report-says/
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20-06-2018 
 
Pollutants from agriculture a serious threat to world's water 
   Water pollution from unsustainable agricultural practices poses a serious risk to human health 
and the planet's ecosystems, a problem often underestimated by policymakers and farmers 
alike, cautions a new report from FAO and the International Water Management Institute. 
20-06-2018 
 
President of Niger: “Development is the only way to stop migration” 
   Development is the only way to stop migration, President Mahamadou Issoufou of Niger said 
today at a meeting with the FAO Director-General Jose Graziano da Silva. 
19-06-2018 
 
Europe highlights FAO’s unique role in achieving sustainability in food and 
agriculture 
   The Council of the European Union has stressed FAO’s role as a knowledge-based 
organization for sustainable agriculture as well as food security and nutrition. In a resolution the 
Council approved today it highlighted that “FAO has a substantial role to play in the 2030 
Agenda and the Paris Agreement.” 
18-06-2018 
 
FAO launches Open Access for all publications 
   As of today, FAO will implement an Open Access policy, enabling maximal reach and ease of 
use for FAO knowledge products. FAO will apply a Creative Commons 3.0 IGO license to all 
eligible publications and documents published on its Web site. 
 
 
ILO International Labour Organization  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.icao.int/  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IMO International Maritime Organization  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release 
Publish Date: 20 June 2018  
WMO Executive Council – reform tops the agenda 
Press Release  
   Geneva, 20 June 2018 - The World Meteorological Organization’s Executive Council holds its 
annual session from 20-29 June, with a focus on addressing high-impact weather, climate 
change and environmental challenges. It will also discuss evolving relationships with the rapidly 
growing private sector, as well as observations, satellites and data exchange. There will be a 
special one-day dialogue on water. 
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UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html 
VIENNA, 18 June 2018  
Driving structural change through global value chains integration 
   – World-renowned policy experts and academics, as well as high-level practitioners and 
policymakers came together today for the 2018 Forum on Globalization and Industrialization to 
explore the potential of Global Value Chains (GVCs) for driving structural change. 
 
 
International Organization for Standardization (ISO)  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/ 
By Clare Naden on 21 June 2018  
Improving health with new standards for cleaner cookstoves  
   Each year, millions of lives are adversely affected by smoke released from cooking on open 
fires or simple stoves fuelled by wood, charcoal and dung. The much-awaited series of 
international guidelines for safer cookstoves, just published, aims to help.  
   ISO 19867-1, Clean cookstoves and clean cooking solutions – Harmonized laboratory test 
protocols – Part 1: Standard test sequence for emissions and performance, safety and 
durability, is the first ever International Standard for the testing of biomass cookstoves. Based 
on terms and definitions from ISO/TR 21276, Clean cookstoves and clean cooking solutions – 
Vocabulary, a new technical report establishing precise terminology for cookstove technology 
and testing, it specifies laboratory measurement and evaluation methods for the particulate and 
gaseous air pollutant emissions of cookstoves. 
   It will soon be joined by a Part 3 setting voluntary performance targets for cookstoves based 
on laboratory testing, which is due to be published in the coming months. Together, they will 
provide a useful portfolio of test protocols and laboratory measurement procedures to test the 
performance of cookstoves under controlled laboratory conditions. 
   The documents were developed by ISO technical committee ISO/TC 285, Clean cookstoves 
and clean cooking solutions, comprised of some of the world’s leading specialists from the clean 
cookstoves and fuels sector, with special expertise on testing, design, business and policy. 
The committee is jointly led by ANSI, ISO’s member for the US, and KEBS, ISO’s member for 
Kenya, with a strong involvement from other developing countries for whom clean cookstoves 
are most relevant. 
 
By Ann Brady on 19 June 2018  
Taking food safety to a higher level  
   Can we trust current food security systems? Specialists explain why the new edition of ISO 
22000 is a timely response to the growing global challenges to food safety.  
 
 
UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://media.unwto.org/news 
20 June 2018 
Climate-friendly initiatives and actions essential for tourism, says UNWTO 
   Madrid, Spain – The Secretary-General of the World Tourism Organization (UNWTO), Zurab 
Pololikashvili, called for the tourism sector to take more action to combat climate change and 
biodiversity loss during the 30th joint meeting of its Commissions for South Asia and Asia-Pacific 
in Fiji (18-20 June 2018). 
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WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CBD  Convention on Biological Diversity [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.cbd.int/press-releases/  
2018-06-20 
Major gap between what consumers want and what companies are doing to respect 
biodiversity    
   – New surveys of more than 5,000 consumers in five countries indicate that the majority (79 
per cent) feel that “companies have a moral obligation” to have a positive impact on people and 
biodiversity in their sourcing of natural ingredients, but only 37 per cent feel “confident that 
companies pay serious attention” to these issues. 
 
2018-06-17 
Message of the Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biological Diversity, Dr. Cristiana 
Pasca Palmer, on the occasion of the World Day to Combat Desertification and Drought, 
17 June 2018 
 
:::::: 
 
USAID [to 23 Jun 2018] 
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information 
Selected Press Releases 
U.S. Agency for International Development Administrator Mark Green’s Opening 
Remarks to the Senate Foreign Relations Committee on the FY 2019 Budget Request 
for the U.S. Agency for International Development  
June 20, 2018 
   Members of the committee, the Fiscal Year 2019 request for USAID is approximately $16.8 
billion. We acknowledge that this request will not provide enough resources to meet every 
humanitarian need or seize every development opportunity. Indeed, no budget request ever 
has. Instead, it’s an effort to balance fiscal needs at home with our leadership role on the world 
stage. 
   Turning to our ongoing Redesign, I greatly appreciate the thoughts and input that you and 
your staff have provided. To date, our team has had 53 separate Hill engagements and 145 
external stakeholder engagements as we try to shape what the USAID of tomorrow will look 
like. I remain committed to working closely with you to ensure that your ideas are reflected in 
this work... 
 
  
DFID  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development 
Selected Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ECHO  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news 
Selected Press Releases 
Guatemala: EU deploys experts following recent volcano eruptions 
22/06/2018 
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   A team of eight European experts will fly to Guatemala on Saturday to support national 
authorities after the multiple eruptions of Volcan de Fuego since 3 June. The team is being 
deployed though the European Union Civil Protection Mechanism,...  
 
The EU provides emergency relief to flood victims in Tajikistan 
21/06/2018 
   Following the devastating floods that struck southern Tajikistan in May, the European 
Commission has allocated €60 000 in humanitarian funding to bring emergency assistance to 
communities affected by the disaster.The aid will directly meet the...  
 
Uganda and Kenya will receive aid package of €34 million to help refugees and new 
arrivals  
21/06/2018 
   Today the Commission announced an aid package of €34 million for displaced people in 
Uganda and Kenya."Kenya and Uganda are among Africa's major hosts of refugees, with 
millions urgently needing assistance. The EU stands in solidarity and is...  
 
World Refugee Day 2018: every minute, every day, nearly 31 people are forcibly 
displaced 
20/06/2018 
   On the occasion of World Refugee Day, Frans Timmermans, First Vice-President of the 
European Commission, Federica Mogherini, High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs 
and Security Policy and Vice-President of the Commission, Johannes ...  
 
Joint Statement on the International Day for the Elimination of Sexual Violence in 
Conflict 
19/06/2018 
   On the occasion of the International Day for the Elimination of Sexual Violence in Conflict, 
Federica Mogherini, High Representative/Vice-President, Johannes Hahn, Commissioner for 
European Neighbourhood Policy and Enlargement Negotiations, Neven...  
 
EU announces €68 million in humanitarian aid for Sudan and South Sudan 
19/06/2018 
   Today, The Commission announced €68 million in humanitarian aid for vulnerable 
communities in Sudan and South Sudan. The funding comes as millions of people across both 
countries are in need of assistance, with the conflict in South Sudan...  
 
 
:::::: 
 
African Union [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.au.int/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
June 20, 2018  
World Refugee Day  
Statement of the Chairperson of African Union Commission on the occasion of Africa Refugee 
Day 
 
June 20, 2018  
AU Commission Hosts the launch of the Africa SDG Index and Dashboards Report 
2018  
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   Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 19 June, 2018: The Sustainable Development Goals Center for Africa 
(SDGC/A) launched the Africa SDG Index and Dashboards 2018 Report, in partnership with the 
Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN). The launch was held at the Africa Union 
Conference Center in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. The 2018 report was presented to Ambassadors 
and Permanent Representatives of the African Union, UN agencies, government officials and 
other stakeholders… 
   Worth noting that 51 African countries are included in the Africa SDG Index rank; country 
dashboards are available for 54 African countries. 
   The high level meeting convened participants including African Ambassadors to Ethiopia, 
Permanent Representatives Committee (PRC) to the African Union, heads of UN agencies, 
representatives from government and various stakeholders among other participants. 
The SDGC/A aims to ensure that all African countries achieve their national targets for the SDGs 
by 2030 – shared by all African leaders and aligned to the United Nation’s Post-2015 
Development Agenda as well as the African Union’s 2063 agenda… 
 
 
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.asean.org/news 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
European Commission [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1 
22/06/2018   
New interactive Story Maps make Europe's cultural heritage more accessible  
   European Commission - Press release Brussels, 22 June 2018 Today, on the occasion of the 
first ever European Cultural Heritage Summit, the European Commission has released a set of 
interactive maps which will help to raise awareness of cultural heritage in Europe.  
 
European Commission ready to start negotiations for a new ambitious partnership 
with 79 countries in Africa, the Caribbean and the Pacific    
   - Press release European Commission Brussels, 22 June 2018 Today, the European 
Commission received authorisation from the Council to open negotiations for a new partnership 
agreement with countries in Africa, the Caribbean and the Pacific (ACP).  
 
EU announces €34 million in humanitarian aid to Uganda and Kenya  
   European Commission - Press release Brussels, 21 June 2018 The Commission has released 
today €34 million in humanitarian assistance for the most vulnerable populations in Uganda and 
Kenya, with a special focus on displaced populations in both countries.  
 
EU Syria Trust Fund adopts largest ever aid package of €165 million for Lebanon to 
support refugees and local communities    
   European Commission - Press release Brussels, 20 June 2018 Today, on World Refugee Day, 
the EU Regional Trust Fund in Response to the Syrian Crisis has approved new projects to 
support refugees and local communities in Lebanon and Jordan.  
 
Humanitarian Aid: EU releases €68 million for Sudan and South Sudan  
   European Commission - Press release Brussels, 19 June 2018 The Commission has announced 
today €68 million in humanitarian assistance for vulnerable communities in Sudan and South 
Sudan. The funding comes as millions of people across both countries are in need of assistance, 
with the conflict in South Sudan triggering an...  

http://www.asean.org/news
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-4240_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-3930_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-3930_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-4191_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-4205_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-4205_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-4206_en.htm
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EU Facility for Refugees in Turkey: Steering Committee discusses strategic 
orientation for the second €3 billion tranche  
   European Commission - Press release Brussels, 19 June 2018 Yesterday the tenth Steering 
Committee meeting of the EU Facility for Refugees in Turkey met in Brussels. The Committee 
discussed the strategic orientation for the second tranche of €3 billion as part of the EU-Turkey 
Statement of March 2016, as well 
 
Joint Statement on the International Day for the Elimination of Sexual Violence in 
Conflict  
   European Commission - Statement Brussels, 19 June 2018 On the occasion of the 
International Day for the Elimination of Sexual Violence in Conflict, Federica Mogherini, High 
Representative/Vice-President, Johannes Hahn, Commissioner for European Neighbourhood 
Policy and Enlargement Negotiations, Neven Mimica, Commissioner for International 
Cooperation and Development, Christos Stylianides, Commissioner for Humanitarian...  

 

 

OECD  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.oecd.org/  
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
20-June-2018 
Countries should focus on labour market policies to help refugees and improve 
coordinated actions to tackle illegal immigration  
   Migration flows to OECD countries have dropped slightly for the first time since 2011, with 
around 5 million new permanent migrants in 2017, down from 5.3 million in 2016. This trend is 
mainly due to a significant decrease in new asylum applications, with 1.2 million applications in 
2017 compared to 1.6 million in 2016, according to a new OECD report.  
 
 
Organization of American States (OAS)   [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.oas.org/en/ 
June 21, 2018 
OAS Permanent Council and the Inter-American Council for Integral Development to 
Analyze Impacts of the Digital Revolution in the Americas 
 
June 21, 2018 
Message from Secretary General Almagro in Commemoration of World Refugee Day 
 
 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 23 Jun 2018] 
https://www.oic-oci.org/home/?lan=en 
19/06/2018 
OIC Secretary General Deplores Afghan Ceasefire Violations 
   Fully endorsing UN Security Council’s appeal to Afghan parties, Dr. Yousef Al Othaimeen, 
Secretary General of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) welcomed the unilateral 
extension of the ceasefire by the President of Afghanistan. The Secretary General renewed 
OIC’s appeal to all parties and the international community to redouble efforts to make the 
ceasefire permanent and conducive to advance the Afghan Peace Process. 
 
 
Group of 77  [to 23 Jun 2018] 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-4189_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-4189_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_STATEMENT-18-4211_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_STATEMENT-18-4211_en.htm
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/publicationsdocuments/bydate/
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/countries-should-focus-on-labour-market-policies-to-help-refugees-and-improve-coordinated-actions-to-tackle-illegal-immigration.htm
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/countries-should-focus-on-labour-market-policies-to-help-refugees-and-improve-coordinated-actions-to-tackle-illegal-immigration.htm
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_releases.asp
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=AVI-082/18
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=AVI-082/18
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=S-035/18
https://www.oic-oci.org/home/?lan=en
https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=19756&ref=11374&lan=en
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http://www.g77.org/ 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by Mr. Karim Ismail, First Secretary at the 
Permanent Mission of Egypt to the United Nations, on agenda item 136: Programme budget for 
the biennium 2018-2019: Status of implementation of the information and communications 
technology strategy for the United Nations, at the Fifth Committee during the second resumed 
part of the seventy-second session of the United Nations General Assembly (New York, 20 June 
2018) 
 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by the Permanent Mission of Egypt to the 
United Nations at the ECOSOC humanitarian affairs segment (New York, 19 June 2018) 
 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by Mr. Mohamed Fouad, Counsellor at the 
Permanent Mission of Egypt to the United Nations, on agenda item 134: Review of efficiency: 
Global Service Delivery Model, at the Fifth Committee during the second part of the resumed 
seventy-second session of the General Assembly (New York, 19 June 2018) 
 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by Mr. Emad Morcos Mattar, Counselor, 
Permanent Mission of Egypt to the United Nations, at the Nineteenth Meeting of the United 
Nations Open-ended Informal Consultative Process on Oceans and the Law of the Sea on the 
Theme "Anthropogenic underwater noise" (New York, 18 June 2018) 
 
:::::: 
 
UNCTAD  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Customs Organization – WCO  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.wcoomd.org/ 
Selected Latest News  
21 June 2018  
WCO and IPPC join forces to facilitate trade whilst protecting societies from 
undesirable effects  
 
20 June 2018  
Wildlife crime: global seizures and arrests in transcontinental operation  
 
 
WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives] 
19 June 2018 
WTO members intensify discussions on standards 
   WTO members continued their three-year review of the Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) 
Agreement, proposing ideas on how to improve implementation of the Agreement at a TBT 
committee meeting on 19-21 June. Eleven new proposals were submitted by members, with the 
committee scheduled to conclude the review by November 2018. Members also discussed 61 
specific trade concerns, 8 of which are new. 
 
::::: 

http://www.g77.org/
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=180620
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=180620
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=180620
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=180620
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=180620
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=180620
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=180619b
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=180619b
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=180619
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=180619
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=180619
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=180619
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=180618
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=180618
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=180618
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=180618
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx
http://www.wcoomd.org/
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/media/newsroom/2018/june/wco-and-the-secretariat-of-the-ippc-join-forces-to-facilitate-trade.aspx
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/media/newsroom/2018/june/wco-and-the-secretariat-of-the-ippc-join-forces-to-facilitate-trade.aspx
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/media/newsroom/2018/june/wildlife-crime-global-seizures-and-arrests-in-transcontinental-operation.aspx
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news18_e/tbt_21jun18_e.htm
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IPU  Inter-Parliamentary Union   [to 23 Jun 2018] 
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Court of Justice  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases 
Press release No. 2018/29  
22 June 2018  
United Nations General Assembly and Security Council elect Mr. Yuji Iwasawa as 
Member of the Court  
 
 
International Criminal Court (ICC)  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
Trying individuals for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/ 
21 June 2018 
Statement to the United Nations Security Council on the Situation in Darfur, 
pursuant to UNSCR 1593 (2005) 
 
:::::: 
 
World Bank [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week]  
World Bank Group Increases Support for Regional Integration in Sub-Saharan Africa 
   WASHINGTON, June 20, 2018—The Board of Executive Directors of the World Bank Group 
have endorsed a new strategy to partner with Sub-Saharan African countries and regional 
bodies to deepen regional integration...  
Date: June 21, 2018 Type: Press Release 
 
World Bank Group’s Pandemic Emergency Financing Facility (PEF) Welcomes 
Australia as New Donor 
   WASHINGTON, JUNE 21, 2018 --- The World Bank Group’s Pandemic Emergency Financing 
Facility (PEF)  welcomes Australia as a donor to the PEF, joining Japan and Germany. Australia 
is contributing US$7.2...  
Date: June 21, 2018 Type: Press Release  
 
Building the Evidence on Forced Displacement: A Multi-Stakeholder Partnership 
   Background The forced displacement crisis has emerged as an important development 
challenge. The plight of the forcibly displaced and the impacts on host countries and 
communities pose significant challenges...  
Date: June 19, 2018 Type: Brief 
 
 
IMF  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week]  
June 22, 2018 

https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases
http://www.icj-cij.org/files/press-releases/0/000-20180622-PRE-01-00-EN.pdf
http://www.icj-cij.org/files/press-releases/0/000-20180622-PRE-01-00-EN.pdf
https://www.icc-cpi.int/
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=180620-otp-stat
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=180620-otp-stat
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2018/06/21/world-bank-group-increases-support-for-regional-integration-in-sub-saharan-africa
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2018/06/21/world-bank-groups-pandemic-emergency-financing-facility-pef-welcomes-australia-as-new-donor
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2018/06/21/world-bank-groups-pandemic-emergency-financing-facility-pef-welcomes-australia-as-new-donor
http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/fragilityconflictviolence/brief/building-the-evidence-on-forced-displacement-a-multi-stakeholder-partnership
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article
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IMF, Partners Launch Data for Decisions (D4D) Fund 
   The International Monetary Fund (IMF) and its partners today launched the Data for 
Decisions (D4D) Fund in Bern, Switzerland. The fund is expected to provide about US$ 33 
million over five years for targeted capacity development (CD) in the form of technical 
assistance and training. The CD beneficiaries will be low- and lower middle-income countries 
(LLMICs), as they tackle challenges from a demanding international data environment. This 
includes the demand for more and better data by governments, the private sector and other 
stakeholders to inform their decision-making; the proactive detection of economic risks and 
vulnerabilities; the need to report on more than 230 Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 
indicators; the emergence of statistical measurement problems related to the digital economy; 
and a global push toward more transparency and accountability… 
 
June 21, 2018 
Statement by IMF Managing Director Christine Lagarde on Greece 
 
 
African Development Bank Group  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Africa-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
20/06/2018  
African Development Bank launches first Electricity Regulatory Index for Africa 
   - Though the majority of African countries have developed relatively robust institutional 
frameworks for the regulation of their electricity sectors, much work remains in strengthening 
regulatory independence, says the Electricity Regulatory Index for Africa (ERI) – a crucial new 
report by the African Development Bank. 
 
 
Asian Development Bank  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.adb.org/news/releases 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
20 Jun 2018 
ADB Ranked First on Aid Transparency among Development Organizations 
   MANILA, PHILIPPINES (20 June 2018) – The Asian Development Bank (ADB) ranked first in 
the 2018 Aid Transparency Index (ATI), an independent measurement of aid transparency 
spearheaded by British nongovernment organization Publish What You Fund, launched today at 
the Brookings Institution in Washington, D.C.  This is the first time that ADB ranked No. 1 in the 
ATI, which had its pilot run in 2011.  From a score of 84.9% in the 2016 ATI, ADB’s score 
improved to 98.6% in the 2018 ATI.  
 
 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank   [to 23 Jun 2018] 
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news 
22 Jun 2018 

http://www.imf.org/en/news/articles/2018/06/21/pr18251-imf-partners-launch-data-for-decisions-fund
http://www.imf.org/~/media/Files/Publications/PP/2018/022818MeasuringDigitalEconomy.ashx
http://www.imf.org/en/news/articles/2018/06/21/pr18252-statement-by-imf-managing-director-christine-lagarde-on-greece
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/african-development-bank-launches-first-electricity-regulatory-index-for-africa-18250/
http://www.adb.org/news/releases
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-ranked-first-aid-transparency-among-development-organizations
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news
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Development of Kenya’s aquaculture sector could reduce rural poverty and tackle 
chronic malnutrition and food insecurity  
 
18 Jun 2018 
Development veteran and former head of UK's Ebola Task Force joins IFAD as 
Associate Vice-President  
 

 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 

:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
   We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new 
research and major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, 
collaborations, and initiatives across the human rights, humanitarian response and development 
spheres of action.  WE will not reference fundraising announcements, programs, events or 
appeals, and generally not include content which is primarily photo-documentation or video in 
format. 
 
 
Action Contre la Faim – Action Against Hunger  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/en 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://amref.org/news/news/ 
Monday, 18 June, 2018 
Amref Health Africa to Host the Strategic Purchasing Africa Resource Center 
   Following a highly competitive partner selection process, Amref Health Africa has been chosen 
to host the Strategic Purchasing Africa Resource Center (SPARC) — a new initiative aimed at 
strengthening strategic health purchasing in sub-Saharan Africa to get more value for money 
from health spending on health services and medicines on behalf of populations by actively 
making transparent and efficient decisions about which services and medicines to buy, which 
providers will deliver them, and the mechanisms through which providers will be paid… 
 
 
Aravind Eye Care System  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.aravind.org/default/currentnewscontent 
No new digest content identified. 
 
  
BRAC  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.brac.net/#news 
June 20, 2018  
A change taking place in Kiryandongo 
by Shashanka Saadi  
   In Uganda, there are no refugee camps. The Government of Uganda calls them settlements 
as refugees live with the host community. Refugee families get a piece of land to build their 
houses, farms, rear cattle and are able to access basic services. They are entitled to social 
services because of the Refugee Act and Policy of Uganda, the most progressive legal 
framework in the world, to create a robust protection environment for the refugees.  
 

https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/40339050
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/40339050
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/40325002
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/news-detail/asset/40325002
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/en
http://amref.org/news/news/
http://amref.org/news/news/
https://amref.org/news/amref-health-africa-host-strategic-purchasing-africa-resource-center/
https://amref.org/
https://www.r4d.org/projects/toward-health-strengthening-strategic-purchasing-expertise-africa/
http://www.aravind.org/default/currentnewscontent
http://www.brac.net/#news
http://blog.brac.net/a-change-taking-place-in-kiryandongo/
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CARE International  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clubhouse International  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
https://www.drc.dk/news 
20.06.2018 
Stop fighting refugees – fight the reasons they have to flee 
   Today is World Refugee Day. A day to remind world leaders that they should fight the root 
causes for displacement – instead of fighting to keep refugees and asylum seekers out of their 
countries. That is the message from the Danish Refugee Council's, Secretary General, Christian 
Friis Bach on June 20. 
 
   
ECPAT  [to 23 Jun 2018]  
http://www.ecpat.net/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Fountain House  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Humanity & Inclusion  [nee Handicap International]  [to 23 Jun 2018]  
http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Heifer International  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases.html 
June 19, 2018  
Uzo Aduba Announced as Heifer International’s First Ever Celebrity Ambassador to 
Africa  
LITTLE ROCK, Ark.  
   Heifer International has announced Emmy Award winning actress Uzo Aduba as the 
organization’s first-ever celebrity ambassador to Africa. During her two-year appointment, 
Aduba will act as an advocate for Heifer’s mission in Africa to end world hunger and poverty 
while caring for the Earth and lifting small-scale farmers to living incomes. 
 
 
HelpAge International  [to 23 Jun 2018]  
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html
https://www.drc.dk/news
https://www.drc.dk/news/stop-fighting-refugees-fight-the-reasons-they-have-to-flee
http://www.ecpat.net/news
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press
http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases
http://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases.html
https://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases/2018/uzo-aduba-announced-as-heifer-internationals--first-ever-celebrity-ambassador-to-africa.html
https://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases/2018/uzo-aduba-announced-as-heifer-internationals--first-ever-celebrity-ambassador-to-africa.html
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/
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ICRC  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports   
22-06-2018 | Statement  
Strengthening coordination of UN humanitarian and disaster relief assistance: ICRC 
statement to the United Nations, ECOSOC HAS General Debate 
   Strengthening coordination of UN humanitarian and disaster relief assistance: ICRC statement 
to the United Nations, ECOSOC HAS General Debate, 2018. 
 
22-06-2018 | Statement  
Third United Nations conference to review progress made in the implementation of 
the programme of action to prevent, combat and eradicate the illicit trade in small 
arms and light weapons in all its aspects 
 
21-06-2018 | Article  
World’s first International Centre for Humanitarian Forensics launched in India 
   The world’s first International Centre for Humanitarian Forensics (ICHF) was launched on 20 
June 2018 in Gujarat, India by the Gujarat Forensic Sciences University (GFSU) in collaboration 
with the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) Regio 
 
 
IFRC   [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IRC  International Rescue Committee  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 
Selected Press Releases & Statements 
Press Release  
IRC Statement on US Administration Motion to Remove Protections from Minors 
June 22, 2018  
 
Press Release  
IRC: President Trump’s Executive Order on Family Separation; One form of cruelty 
replaced by another 
June 20, 2018  
 
Press Release  
IRC report: Nearly 60 percent of Americans believe the U.S. has a moral obligation 
to help refugees 
June 20, 2018  
 
Press Release  
IRC Statement on Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates humanitarian aid and 
relief plan for Yemen 
June 19, 2018  
 
 
IRCT  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.irct.org/ 

https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/strengthening-coordination-un-humanitarian-disaster-relief-assistance-icrc-statement
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/strengthening-coordination-un-humanitarian-disaster-relief-assistance-icrc-statement
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/third-united-nations-conference-review-progress-prevent-combat-eradicate-trade-small-arms
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/third-united-nations-conference-review-progress-prevent-combat-eradicate-trade-small-arms
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/third-united-nations-conference-review-progress-prevent-combat-eradicate-trade-small-arms
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/third-united-nations-conference-review-progress-prevent-combat-eradicate-trade-small-arms
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/worlds-first-international-centre-humanitarian-forensics-launched-india
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https://www.rescue.org/press-release/irc-president-trumps-executive-order-family-separation-one-form-cruelty-replaced
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/irc-report-nearly-60-percent-americans-believe-us-has-moral-obligation-help-refugees
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/irc-report-nearly-60-percent-americans-believe-us-has-moral-obligation-help-refugees
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/irc-statement-saudi-arabia-and-united-arab-emirates-humanitarian-aid-and-relief-plan
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/irc-statement-saudi-arabia-and-united-arab-emirates-humanitarian-aid-and-relief-plan
http://www.irct.org/


   

: 

No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Islamic Relief   [to 23 Jun 2018]  
http://www.islamic-relief.org/ 
Latest News 
Undated 
Use the expertise of faith groups to support refugees 
   With over 65.6 million people being displaced the current level of resources to assist and 
protect refugees are simply not enough. This World Refugee Day (20 June), we urge national 
governments to take meaningful actions to resettle a larger numbers of refugees, and 
collaborate with faith groups in welcoming them to their country. With ever increasing numbers 
the rights and dignity of refugees are at greater risk. 
   Islamic Relief’s report: “Justice and Protection for Refugees” highlights key policies and best 
practice to address gaps in refugee protection. Increased funding, increasing the numbers of 
refugees resettled, quality education provision, psycho-social support, addressing sexual and 
gender-based violence and xenophobia are amongst the wide ranging recommendations…. 
 
 
Landsea   [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Medecins du Monde   [to 23 Jun 2018]  
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 23 Jun 2018]  
http://www.msf.org/en/updates 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Mercy Corps [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
United States, June 19, 2018 
Mercy Corps Calls For Immediate End To Separation Of Children And Families At U.S. 
Border  
Statement from Neal Keny-Guyer, Chief Executive Officer  
 
 
Operation Smile  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office 
Posted 6/21/2018  
Operation Smile to be featured on CNN’s Primetime Special, Champions for Change  
Press Release  
    The program highlights organizations that are positively impacting and changing lives around 
the world  
 
Program Schedule 

http://www.islamic-relief.org/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/expertise-of-faith-groups-to-support-refugees/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/IRW-GLOBAL-COMPACT-2018-web.pdf
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/
http://www.msf.org/en/updates
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases
https://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/mercy-corps-calls-immediate-end-separation-children-and-families-us-border
https://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/mercy-corps-calls-immediate-end-separation-children-and-families-us-border
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office
https://www.operationsmile.org/press-release/operation-smile-be-featured-cnn%E2%80%99s-primetime-special-champions-change
http://www.operationsmile.org/approach/program-schedule
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Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve 
every opportunity for safe surgical care.  
 
 
OXFAM [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases 
21 June 2018 
Poverty and inequality major ingredients in supermarket supply chains 
   Millions of women and men who produce our food are trapped in poverty and face brutal 
working conditions, despite billion-dollar profits in the food industry, reveals a new report 
published by Oxfam.    
 
19 June 2018 
Rohingya refugees unprepared as monsoon rains, flooding and landslides continue 
   A survey of Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh has found that more than half are almost 
completely unprepared for the floods, landslides and disease that accompany the monsoon 
weather, with women most at risk. 
 
 
Norwegian Refugee Council   [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.nrc.no/ 
Published 22. Jun 2018  
Five Things to Know About the Humanitarian Crisis in Far North Cameroon 
Hajer Naili|  
   Although Boko Haram’s insurgency is mostly associated with Nigeria, the group’s violence has 
affected several other countries in the region of the Lake Chad Basin. One of them is 
Cameroon.  
 
Published 19. Jun 2018  
Three countries protect half world’s new refugees 
   Turkey, Bangladesh and Uganda alone received over half of all new refugees last year. Never 
before has the world registered a larger number of people displaced by war and persecution.  
 
 
Pact  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.pactworld.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Partners In Health  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.pih.org/blog 
Jun 20, 2018  
Graduates ‘Paving the Way for Global Nursing Leadership’  
   Emmanuel Dushimimana said doctors and staff in northern Rwanda were finding it so difficult 
to keep children with cancer in follow-up care, and to maintain vital connections, that he knew 
a solution had to be found.   
 
 
PATH  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.path.org/news/index.php 

http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases
https://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases/2018-06-21/poverty-and-inequality-major-ingredients-supermarket-supply
https://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases/2018-06-19/rohingya-refugees-unprepared-monsoon-rains-flooding-and
http://www.nrc.no/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2018/june/five-things-to-know-about-the-humanitarian-crisis-in-far-north-cameroon/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2018/june/three-countries-protect-half-worlds-new-refugees/
http://www.pactworld.org/
http://www.pih.org/blog
https://www.pih.org/article/graduates-paving-way-global-nursing-leadership
http://www.path.org/news/index.php
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Press release | June 20, 2018 
PATH and SD BIOSENSOR announce partnership to advance diagnostic test critical 
for malaria treatment and elimination 
   Agreement supports development and availability of an affordable, high-quality enzyme 
deficiency test  
 
Press release | June 19, 2018 
New report finds $100 million shortfall in annual global investments in malaria 
research and development 
   Report highlights a ‘second valley of death’ threatening to keep developed malaria products 
from reaching those most in need 
 
 
Plan International  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
19 June 2018 
Statement on family separation at the U.S-Mexico border  
   WASHINGTON (19 June) – Plan International is urging the U.S. administration to reverse its 
“zero tolerance” immigration policy and to end the practice of forcibly separating families at the 
U.S.-Mexico border, including the detention of children taken from their parents… 
 
 
Save The Children [to 23 Jun 2018] 
https://www.savethechildren.net/news 
Saturday 23 June 2018  
STATEMENT: Road accident in Cambodia  
   It is with great sadness that Save the Children can confirm that four of our staff members lost 
their lives in a tragic road traffic accident that took place in Cambodia on Friday afternoon. A 
further four of our staff were seriously injured and are receiving treatment in hospital. 
 
Friday 22 June 2018  
Two girls orphaned and badly injured by shrapnel following an airstrike near 
Hodeidah  
   Save the Children has begun assisting two sisters, Shadia*, 2 and Wafa*, 6, who have been 
orphaned and badly injured following an airstrike that hit near their parents' vehicle, close 
to the Yemeni port city of Hodeidah 
 
Tuesday 19 June 2018  
Save the Children US CEO: ‘We Have a Moral Obligation to Keep Families Together’  
Statement from Carolyn Miles, President & CEO, Save the Children US 
   FAIRFIELD, Conn. (June 19, 2018) – In response to continued reports of children being 
separated from their families at the U.S.-Mexico border, Carolyn Miles, President and CEO of 
Save the Children, issued the following statement today: 
 
 
SOS-Kinderdorf International  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/about-sos/press/press-releases 
Greece – 19 June 2018  
Supporting unaccompanied refugee children in Athens 
  SOS Children’s Villages Greece provides support for unaccompanied refugee children in a city 
facing a care crisis 
 

http://www.path.org/news/press-room/882/
http://www.path.org/news/press-room/882/
http://www.path.org/news/press-room/881/
http://www.path.org/news/press-room/881/
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre
https://plan-international.org/press-release/2018-06-19-family-separation-us-mexico-border
https://www.savethechildren.net/news
https://www.savethechildren.net/article/statement-road-accident-cambodia
https://www.savethechildren.net/article/two-girls-orphaned-and-badly-injured-shrapnel-following-airstrike-near-hodeidah
https://www.savethechildren.net/article/two-girls-orphaned-and-badly-injured-shrapnel-following-airstrike-near-hodeidah
https://www.savethechildren.net/article/save-children-us-ceo-we-have-moral-obligation-keep-families-together
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/about-sos/press/press-releases
https://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/news/supporting-unaccompanied-refugee-children-athens
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Partnerships – 18 June 2018  
New partnership with Radisson Hotel Group  
   Through a new global partnership with SOS Children’s Villages, the Radisson Hotel Group 
aims to have its 1,400 hotels support more than 1,100 children and help establish meaningful 
local relationships with SOS Children’s Villages worldwide. 
 
 
Tostan  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.tostan.org 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Women for Women International  [to 23 Jun 2018]  
http://www.womenforwomen.org/press-releases 
June 20, 2018 | Washington, D.C. 
Women for Women International Expands Services for Women Displaced by Conflict 
   …Women for Women International aims to serve 15,000 women in 2018 and will be able to 
reach hundreds more through partnerships in Uganda and Jordan… 
 
 
World Vision  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://wvi.org/ 
Wednesday, June 20th 2018 
Children on the move more vulnerable to violence, new report finds 
Children’s rights must be respected, regardless of their status, says World Vision 
    On the Road to Somewhere: Why ending violence against children on the move is possible 
reports that in 2017, more than 28 million children were forced to flee their homes, and more 
than  and 16 million of those were displaced by conflict and violence in their own countries…. 
 
::::: 
 
Center for Media Ethics and Responsibility/CMFR   [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://cmfr-phil.org/media-ethics-responsibility/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Electronic Frontiers Foundation 
https://www.eff.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Freedom House [to 23 Jun 2018] 
https://freedomhouse.org/news 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Research 
Press Releases 
United States: Withdrawal from UNHRC Undermines American Interests 
June 19, 2018 
   The decision to withdraw the United States from the United Nations Human Rights Council is 
counterproductive for U.S. security and foreign policy and will make it more difficult to advance 
human rights and aid victims of abuse.  
 
Joint Letters 

https://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/news/new-partnership-with-radisson-hotel-group
http://www.tostan.org/latest-news
http://www.womenforwomen.org/press-releases
https://www.womenforwomen.org/women-women-international-expands-services-women-displaced-conflict
http://wvi.org/newsroom
https://www.wvi.org/pressrelease/children-move-more-vulnerable-violence-new-report-finds
https://www.wvi.org/publication/road-somewhere
http://cmfr-phil.org/media-ethics-responsibility/
https://www.eff.org/
https://freedomhouse.org/news
https://freedomhouse.org/article/united-states-withdrawal-unhrc-undermines-american-interests
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Joint Letter to Secretary Pompeo : Withdrawal from UNHRC Undermines American 
Interests 
June 19, 2018 
   We the undersigned are deeply disappointed with the Administration’s decision to withdraw 
the United States from the United Nations Human Rights Council, the premier 
intergovernmental human rights body at the global level. This decision is counterproductive to 
American national security and foreign policy interests and will make it more difficult to advance 
human rights priorities and aid victims of abuse around the world. 
 
Press Releases 
United States: Separating Migrant Families Targets the Defenseless 
June 19, 2018 
   In response to the Trump administration’s policy of separating migrant children from their 
parents at the border with Mexico and then placing them in detention, Freedom House issued a 
statement. 
 
Press Releases 
Saudi Arabia and UAE: Release Human Rights Defenders, Allow Journalists to Enter 
Yemen  
June 18, 2018 
   A Saudi-led military coalition detained two prominent Yemeni human rights defenders as they 
prepared to fly out of the country.  
 
 
Transparency International  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
::::: 
 
ChildFund Alliance  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
https://childfundalliance.org/ 
June 21, 2018    
ChildFund International to Serve Children Still Separated from Families at the U.S. 
Border 
Statements 
   … ChildFund has worked since 1989 in McAllen, Texas, the epicenter of the current border 
crisis, where the immigration issue, including family separation, has smoldered for years 
preceding nationwide outcry of recent weeks. 
   With our long presence and solid relationships in the region, ChildFund is uniquely positioned 
to support separated children who now wait in foster group homes. Experience has shown that 
children may languish in these facilities for three weeks to six months before they are placed 
with relatives, but their stays can extend as long as two years. ChildFund will work with children 
aged 12-17 there, with a focus on their social and emotional well-being. The organization has 
also deployed its child protection experts to the area to provide additional guidance and much-
needed psychosocial care… 
 
 
CONCORD  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/ 
Jun 18, 2018 
Reporting back from CONCORD General Assembly 2018 

https://freedomhouse.org/article/joint-letter-secretary-pompeo-withdrawal-unhrc-undermines-american-interests
https://freedomhouse.org/article/joint-letter-secretary-pompeo-withdrawal-unhrc-undermines-american-interests
https://freedomhouse.org/article/united-states-separating-migrant-families-targets-defenseless
https://freedomhouse.org/article/saudi-arabia-and-uae-release-human-rights-defenders-allow-journalists-enter-yemen
https://freedomhouse.org/article/saudi-arabia-and-uae-release-human-rights-defenders-allow-journalists-enter-yemen
http://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases/
https://childfundalliance.org/
https://childfundalliance.org/news-and-views/statements/404-childfund-international-to-serve-children-still-separated-from-families-at-the-u-s-border
https://childfundalliance.org/news-and-views/statements/404-childfund-international-to-serve-children-still-separated-from-families-at-the-u-s-border
http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/
https://concordeurope.org/2018/06/18/general-assembly-2018/
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   Our 15th General Assembly gathered our members in Brussels for 2 days on June 13th and 
14th. The 2018’s edition marked several important milestones for our constituency: new 
statutes, renewal of half the board and new financial guidelines, without forgetting the sessions 
on the EU elections 2019 and the future EU budget (MFF). The discussions were intense but 
rewarded by a festive celebration moment at the end of the first day. 
 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre 
 [Action Aid, Age International, British Red Cross, CAFOD, Care International, Christian Aid, 
Concern Worldwide, Islamic Relief, Oxfam, Plan UK, Save the Children, Tearfund and World  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
The Elders  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://theelders.org/news-media 
Press release 20 June 2018  
The Elders condemn US withdrawal from UN Human Rights Council 
   The Elders condemn the US decision to withdraw from the UN Human Rights Council as an 
alarming act of isolationism that will make it harder to defend the rights and dignity of  
 
News 18 June 2018  
Gro Harlem Brundtland: the 2018 Barbara Ward Lecture 
   Gro Harlem Brundtland delivered the 2018 Barbara Ward Lecture at the International Institute 
for Environment and Development, speaking on her engagement with sustainable development 
over the last three decades. 
 
 
END Fund   [to 23 Jun 2018] 
https://end.org/media-hub/ 
Selected Press Releases and Major Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Evidence Aid   [to 23 Jun 2018] 
www.evidenceaid.org  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gavi [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.gavi.org/library/news/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Global Fund [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/?topic=&type=NEWS;&country= 
News  
Global Fund Appoints New Head of External Relations, Chief Financial Officer and 
Chief Information Officer  
20 June 2018  

http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre
http://theelders.org/news-media
https://theelders.org/article/elders-condemn-us-withdrawal-un-human-rights-council
https://theelders.org/article/gro-harlem-brundtland-2018-barbara-ward-lecture
https://end.org/media-hub/
http://www.evidenceaid.org/
http://www.gavi.org/library/news/press-releases/
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/?topic=&type=NEWS;&country
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/2018-06-20-global-fund-appoints-new-head-of-external-relations-chief-financial-officer-and-chief-information-officer/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/2018-06-20-global-fund-appoints-new-head-of-external-relations-chief-financial-officer-and-chief-information-officer/
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   Peter Sands, Executive Director of the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, 
today announced the appointments of three new leaders joining the senior management team 
to accelerate the Global Fund’s work toward ending epidemics..  
   Françoise Vanni will become the Global Fund’s new Head of External Relations, bringing more 
than 20 years of leadership experience in resource mobilization and advocacy, most recently as 
Director of External Relations and Communications for the United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency in the Middle East. 
   Jacques Le Pape, a finance expert with rich experience in government and in the private 
sector, will be the Global Fund’s new Chief Financial Officer. Le Pape has served as a senior 
auditor, an executive at Air France KLM, an advisor to successive ministers in the French 
government, and as a manager at France’s Treasury. He will begin his new role on 23 July. 
   Michael Johnson, an innovative and accomplished leader in information technology with 
experience in both the public and private sectors, will become the new Chief Information Officer 
at a time when the Global Fund is building greater capacity for managing and synthesizing data 
with a focus on an enhanced digital agenda… 
 
 
Hilton Prize Coalition [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/ 
An Alliance of Hilton Prize Recipients 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ICVA - International Council of Voluntary Agencies   [to 23 Jun 2018] 
https://icvanetwork.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
INEE – an international network for education in emergencies   [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.ineesite.org/en/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
InterAction  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.interaction.org/ 
Latest NEWS 
Jun 21, 2018  
InterAction Community Opposes Prosecuting Asylum Seekers and Detaining 
Families at the U.S.-Mexico Border 
 
 
Start Network [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.start-network.org/news-blog/#.U9U_O7FR98E 
20 Jun 18  
World Refugee Day  
Is there a distinction between a ‘refugee’ and ‘migrant’?  
by Daniel Squire  
   Every year on the 20th of June, World Refugee Day is used to recognise and commemorate 
the strength, courage and perseverance of refugees. It is important to recognise the difficulties 
that refugees face, and work towards a world where all refugees receive an education, have 
somewhere safe to live alongside accessibility to work so they can support their families. 

http://prizecoalition.charity.org/
https://icvanetwork.org/
http://www.ineesite.org/en/news
http://www.interaction.org/
https://www.interaction.org/article/interaction-community-opposes-prosecuting-%20and-detaining-asylum-seekers-us-mexico-border
https://www.interaction.org/article/interaction-community-opposes-prosecuting-%20and-detaining-asylum-seekers-us-mexico-border
http://www.start-network.org/news-blog/#.U9U_O7FR98E
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs/world-refugee-day
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However, the term refugee is used to categorise people on the move and with that comes a 
distinct definition of the term ‘migrant’. 

 

:::::: 
 
3ie  International Initiative for Impact Evaluation [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.3ieimpact.org/en/about/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action 
(ALNAP)     [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.alnap.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CHS Alliance  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://chsalliance.org/news-events/news 
21/06/2018 
IASC refers to CHS as good practice to tackle SEA and SHA 
   In a paper summarising actions undertaken to prevent, investigate, and respond to sexual 
exploitation and abuse (SEA) and sexual harrasment and abuse (SHA), the Inter-Agency 
Standing Committee (IASC) referred to the Core Humanitarian Standard on Quality and 
Accountabiltiy (CHS) and, more specifially, to the self-assessment tool and its PSEA score.  
 
19/06/2018 
MEDAIR's alignment with CHS helps make communities more resilient 
    Commitment 3 of the Core Humanitarian Standard on Quality and Accountability (CHS) 
states: “People in crisis can expect that they are not negatively affected and are more prepared, 
resilient, and less at-risk as a result of humanitarian action.” The Care Group Model (CGM) aims 
to prepare communities and build resilience through positive behaviour change messaging and 
encouragement.  
 
 
Development Initiatives   [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://devinit.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
EHLRA/R2HC   [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/ 
Annual Call for Proposals 
R2HC 6TH annual CALL will be launched in June 2018 
   R2HC aims to improve health outcomes by strengthening the evidence base for public health 
interventions in humanitarian crises. 
  
 
The Sphere Project [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.sphereproject.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

http://www.3ieimpact.org/en/about/
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Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP)  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
https://phap.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
Center for Global Development    [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center 
June 21, 2018 
Domestic Resource Mobilization in Low-Income Countries: Proposal for a Surge in 
Multilateral Support 
   Rising debt vulnerability in low-income countries (LICs) is emerging as a front-burner issue. 
Analysts at the IMF and elsewhere are tracking increases in public debt ratios that had fallen 
after the Heavily Indebted Poor Countries Initiative and the Multilateral Debt Relief Initiative. 
Forty percent of LICs are either in, or at high risk of, debt distress. Many factors have 
contributed to rising debt-to-GDP ratios: falling commodity prices, deteriorating fiscal balances, 
conflict, and corruption, among others. The larger fiscal deficits are fully or partially accounted 
for by increased public investment in about half of LICs. Which brings us to the challenge of 
financing the SDGs. 
Nancy Lee  
 
June 18, 2018 
Are Refugees Located Near Urban Job Opportunities? 
   To help demonstrate where MNCs, regional and local businesses, and other actors are best 
positioned to expand economic opportunities for refugees, we created an interactive tool to 
map the locations of refugees, and analyzed the extent to which refugees overlap with major 
urban areas in 31 of the 37 developing countries hosting at least 25,000 refugees. 
Cindy Huang and Jimmy Graham  
 
  
ODI   [to 23 Jun 2018] 
https://www.odi.org/media-hub/press-room 
Selected Press Releases & Reports 
Dignity in displacement: a review of the literature  
Bibliography and literature reviews | June 2018 | Kerrie Holloway with Francesca Grandi 
   Exploring conceptualisations of dignity in humanitarian action to better understand what 
dignity means to displaced people in different contexts. 
 
Life under the Taliban shadow government  
Research reports and studies | June 2018 | Ashley Jackson 
 
 
Urban Institute   [to 23 Jun 2018] 
https://www.urban.org/publications 
June 22, 2018 
Fifty Years after the Poor People’s Campaign, Are We Achieving an Equitable 
Society?  
1968 was a watershed year for social justice policy. By then, major pieces of civil rights 
legislation had prohibited discrimination in the workplace, public accommodations, federal 
agencies, and the voting booth. With this legislation established, Martin Luther King Jr. turned 
to economic security, bringing the plight of the impoverished to the attention of the nation 
through the Poor People’s Campaign of 1967–68. 1968 was the  
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Kilolo Kijakazi 
June 22, 2018 
Brief 
  
Proposed SNAP Work Requirements and Children’s Food Security  
The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) is the nation’s largest nutrition 
assistance program, helping 40 million low-income families put food on the table each month. 
As part of the 2018 Farm Bill reauthorization, proposed legislation before the House of 
Representatives would expand and intensify work requirements and remove benefits for 12 
months or longer for those who do not comply with the requirements or obtain  
Elaine Waxman 
June 21, 2018 
Brief 
  
What Explains 2018’s Marketplace Enrollment Rates?  
Many observers expected enrollment in ACA insurance marketplaces to decline in 2018, 
compared to 2017, due to Congressional efforts to repeal and replace the law, funding cuts for 
marketplace advertising and outreach, and this year’s shortened open enrollment period. Yet 15 
states actually saw higher enrollment this year (although the remainder did experience the 
expected declines). To understand why these dual trends emerged,  
Rachel A. Burton, Rebecca Peters, Erik Wengle, Caroline Elmendorf, Joshua Aarons 
June 20, 2018 
Research Report 
  
Building Shared Prosperity in America’s Cities  
The United States is a country of tremendous economic opportunity. However, that opportunity 
isn’t shared equally. Currently, long-standing wealth gaps across race, gender, and class are 
widening, fueled by evolving technologies, shifting labor markets, changing demographics, and 
continued racial bias. Instead of leveraging these economic and social forces to broaden 
individual and community pathways to prosperity, the U.S.  
Alan Berube, Julie Bosland, Solomon Greene, Chantel Rush 
June 19, 2018 
Brief 
  
Transforming Closed Youth Prisons  
This brief examines how former youth prisons can be repurposed into new, sustainable assets 
for neighborhood revitalization, job creation, and social services. Drawing from qualitative 
interviews with stakeholders involved in youth prison repurposing efforts across the country, it 
highlights innovative examples of repurposing in six communities and provides an overview of 
lessons learned and key considerations for  
Hanna Love, Samantha Harvell, Chloe Warnberg, Julia Durnan 
June 19, 2018 
Brief 
  
Collaborating For 21st Century Solutions  
Communities should cultivate and draw on their capacity to use data and technology to benefit 
residents with the fewest resources. From 2014 to 2018, the Civic Tech and Data Collaborative 
brought together local government officials, civic technologists, and data intermediaries across 
seven communities to explore how to harness data and technology to benefit low-income 
residents. Drawing on the local experiences, the three  
Elizabeth Reynoso, Kathryn L.S. Pettit, Christopher Whitaker 
June 19, 2018 
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Brief 
  
Guide to Civic Tech and Data Ecosystem Mapping  
Ecosystems are dynamic networks that emerge through connections between many actors. 
Civic tech and data ecosystems are shaped by interactions between local actors who use or 
create data and technology to improve civic life, specifically government services and other 
policies and programs that affect low-income residents. To better support and leverage local 
connections, ecosystem mapping is a process that allows people to  
Olivia Arena, Crystal Li 
June 19, 2018 
Research Report 
  
 
World Economic Forum    [to 23 Jun 2018] 
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

*                      *                       *                        * 
 
 

:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will primarily monitor press/media releases announcing key initiatives and new research 
from a growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, 
humanitarian response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended 
to be exhaustive, but indicative.  
 
 

Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 23 Jun 2018] 
https://www.alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/news/ 
News 
News from The Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group: June 2018  
June 19, 2018 
   Highlights include an initiative to fund studies of age-related cognitive impairment and new 
recognition and research by our Allen Distinguished Investigators. 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Annie E. Casey Foundation   [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Blue Meridian Partners [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/ 
Blue Meridian Partners is a new capital aggregation collaboration that plans to invest at least $1 
billion in high-performance nonprofits that are poised to have truly national impact for 
economically disadvantaged children and youth.  

https://www.urban.org/research/publication/guide-civic-tech-and-data-ecosystem-mapping
https://www.urban.org/author/olivia-arena
https://www.urban.org/author/crystal-li
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/
https://www.alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/news/
http://allins.convio.net/site/MessageViewer?em_id=3442.0&dlv_id=6894&printer_friendly=1&s_AffiliateSecCatId=1
http://allins.convio.net/site/MessageViewer?em_id=3442.0&dlv_id=6894&printer_friendly=1&s_AffiliateSecCatId=1
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/
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No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clinton Foundation  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements 
Press Release  
June 21, 2018  
Children’s Hospital New Orleans, Mayor LaToya Cantrell, Chelsea Clinton, the Clinton 
Foundation’s Too Small to Fail initiative, and Kohl’s Cares Launch Local “Talking is 
Teaching: Talk, Read, Sing” Campaign  
   New effort will engage pediatricians, physicians, and medical staff to help raise awareness 
among parents and caregivers about importance of early learning and brain development to 
boost children’s vocabulary  
 
 
Co Impact   [to 23 Jun 2018] 
www.co-impact.io 
Co-Impact is a global philanthropic collaborative for systems change focused on improving the 
lives of millions of people around the world. 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Ford Foundation  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.fordfoundation.org/?filter=News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 23 Jun 2018] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press 
GHIT was set up in 2012 with the aim of developing new tools to tackle infectious diseases that 
devastate the world’s poorest people. Other funders include six Japanese pharmaceutical  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

Grameen Foundation    [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.grameenfoundation.org/news-events/press-room 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/ 
June 21, 2018  
Philosophy of Grant Practice 
By Aimée Bruederle  
   The same guiding principles that inform the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation’s approach 
to strategy likewise drive our day-to-day grant practices. By “grant practices,” we mean the 
methods and activities through which grants are executed. These practices include, but are not 
limited to, such things as how we collect grantee information; how we use data and capture 
what we learn; how we use technology to interface with grantees; and how we define roles and 
work with one another. We group our grant practices into six broad areas: 
:: Efficient and flexible processes. 
:: Due diligence. 

https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases/childrens-hospital-new-orleans-mayor-latoya-cantrell-chelsea-clinton-clinton
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases/childrens-hospital-new-orleans-mayor-latoya-cantrell-chelsea-clinton-clinton
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases/childrens-hospital-new-orleans-mayor-latoya-cantrell-chelsea-clinton-clinton
http://co-impact.io/
http://www.fordfoundation.org/?filter=News
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press
http://www.grameenfoundation.org/news-events/press-room
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/
https://www.hewlett.org/library/philosophy-of-grant-practice/
https://www.hewlett.org/about-us/values-and-policies/
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: Grantee selection and portfolio management. 
:: Grant structures and set-up. 
:: Effective grantee relationships. 
: Alignment between grant practices and Outcome-Focused Philanthropy (OFP). 
 
 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
Our News 
Understanding the Continuum of Support: Resources for Refugees at Every Stage of 
Displacement 
By Rachel Huguet, June 20, 2018  
   The United Nations has designated June 20 as World Refugee Day offsite link. Although 
worldwide estimates vary, the United Nations High Commission on Refugees reports that in 
2015, the average length of displacement reached 26 years. This extended relocation requires a 
response that provides immediate, lifesaving aid in the wake of crises, as well as long-term 
support for those uprooted. As global crises result in increasingly prolonged displacement, we at 
the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation have adapted our approach to address the needs of refugees 
and displaced persons at each stage of their journey… 
 
Our News 
Families Belong Together: A Message from the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation 
June 18, 2018 By Peter Laugharn  
 
 
IKEA Foundation    [to 23 Jun 2018] 
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/category/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 23 Jun 2018] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news 
Jun 20 2018  
Science Education 
33 Schools to Support Diversity and Inclusion on Campus Through 2018 HHMI 
Inclusive Excellence Initiative 
With grants to 33 colleges and universities, HHMI is catalyzing efforts to improve the inclusion 
of students from diverse backgrounds in science education. 
   For 33 schools across the United States, science education may soon become more inclusive. 
The Howard Hughes Medical Institute (HHMI) has selected 33 colleges and universities to join 
24 schools selected in 2017 in its Inclusive Excellence initiative, which aims to catalyze schools’ 
efforts to engage all students in science ─ regardless of background. Those students could 
include underrepresented ethnic minorities, first-generation college students, or working adults 
with families. 
 
 
Kaiser Family Foundation  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
https://www.kff.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Aga Khan Foundation   [to 23 Jun 2018] 

http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news
https://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news/266-understanding-the-continuum-of-support-resources-for-refugees-at-every-stage-of-displacement
https://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news/266-understanding-the-continuum-of-support-resources-for-refugees-at-every-stage-of-displacement
http://www.un.org/en/events/refugeeday/
https://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news/265-families-belong-together-a-message-from-the-conrad-n-hilton-foundation
https://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news/250-how-philanthropic-partnerships-can-combat-america-s-opioid-epidemic
https://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news/250-how-philanthropic-partnerships-can-combat-america-s-opioid-epidemic
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/category/press-releases/
https://www.hhmi.org/news
https://www.hhmi.org/news/33-schools-support-diversity-and-inclusion-campus-through-2018-hhmi-inclusive-excellence
https://www.hhmi.org/news/33-schools-support-diversity-and-inclusion-campus-through-2018-hhmi-inclusive-excellence
https://www.hhmi.org/developing-scientists/inclusive-excellence
https://www.kff.org/
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http://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Kellogg Foundation  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media#pp=10&p=1&f1=news 
June 19, 2018 
New studies by W.K. Kellogg Foundation and Altarum make the business case for 
racial equity in New Orleans and Mississippi  
   (BATTLE CREEK, MICH.) Two studies released today by the W.K. Kellogg Foundation (WKKF) 
and Altarum conclude that New Orleans and Mississippi are poised for significant economic 
growth if their workforces are upskilled and better educated as part of a collaborative effort to 
eliminate racial disparities in employment, health, education and incarceration… 
 
 
MacArthur Foundation  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.macfound.org/ 
June 21, 2018 | Press release   
Nearly $6.5 Million to Advance Accountability and Transparency and Reduce 
Corruption in Nigeria  
MacArthur announced today nearly $6.5 million in funding to advance anti-corruption efforts in 
Nigeria. The grants are part of the Foundation’s On Nigeria grantmaking, which seeks to reduce 
corruption by building an atmosphere of accountability, transparency, and good governance in 
the country. 
 
The grants support nonprofits working to inform and empower communities in the fight against 
corruption and to promote anti-corruption as a national priority in advance of the 2019 
Presidential and Assembly elections. They include support for efforts to strengthen systems and 
study what works to reduce corruption. These awards build on decades of Foundation support 
for projects to enhance credibility, integrity, monitoring, and security around past elections. 
They continue MacArthur’s recent support for organizations working to capitalize on the national 
momentum and increased political will to tackle corruption, with projects ranging from 
monitoring and transparency measures around the political process to public education about 
the costs of corruption. 
 
“The country has begun an important process of addressing the corruption that plagues it on so 
many levels,” said Kole Shettima, Director of MacArthur’s Nigeria Office. “It is more important 
now than ever to keep anti-corruption work front and center on the national agenda, and to 
empower people and communities with the information and platforms they need to advocate for 
themselves and fight for the issues that impact their daily lives.” 
 
The grants include: 
   Accountability Research Center (Washington, DC): To partner with the Center for Democracy 
and Development in Nigeria to assess the success of approaches and strategies to strengthen 
accountability around the world and in Nigeria.   
   Centre for Information Technology & Development (Kano): To support efforts by civil society 
organizations to provide platforms and forums for social discourse around accountability and 
anti-corruption in advance of the 2019 elections.    
   Chatham House (London): To research the efficacy of behavioral change strategies to reduce 
corruption and promote accountability in Nigeria.  

http://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation
http://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media#pp=10&p=1&f1=news
https://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media/article/2018/06/new-studies-by-wkkf-and-altarum-make-the-business-case-for-racial-equity-in-new-orleans-and-ms
https://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media/article/2018/06/new-studies-by-wkkf-and-altarum-make-the-business-case-for-racial-equity-in-new-orleans-and-ms
http://www.macfound.org/
https://www.macfound.org/press/press-releases/nearly-65-million-advance-accountability-and-transparency-and-reduce-corruption-nigeria/
https://www.macfound.org/press/press-releases/nearly-65-million-advance-accountability-and-transparency-and-reduce-corruption-nigeria/
https://www.macfound.org/programs/nigeria/
http://accountabilityresearch.org/
http://www.citad.org/
https://www.chathamhouse.org/about/mission
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   Legal Defense and Assistance Project (Lagos): To support efforts by six states to fully 
implement 15 core elements of the Administration of Criminal Justice Act that improve criminal 
investigation and prosecution efforts in corruption cases. 
   Policy and Legal Advocacy Centre (Abuja): To support efforts by civil society organizations to 
galvanize public and political debates on accountability and to keep anti-corruption as an 
important national issue in advance of the 2019 elections. 
   Shehu Musa Yar’Adua Foundation (Abuja): To support regional organizations to galvanize 
public and political debates on accountability and highlight anti-corruption as a broad national 
issue in advance of the 2019 National election. 
   Women’s Rights Advancement & Protection Alternative (Abuja): To mobilize and support 
women and women’s groups to document the cost of corruption on women, speak out against 
corruption, and promote anti-corruption and accountability as priority issues through traditional 
and social media in advance of the 2019 elections. 
 
 
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation [to 23 Jun 2018] 
https://www.moore.org/ 
June 19, 2018  
Hilary Krane joins the Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation board of trustees  
   The Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation today announced the election of a new trustee, 
Hilary Krane, executive vice president, chief administrative officer and general counsel for NIKE, 
Inc. 
   “With her expertise in organizational governance, leadership and understanding of the 
complex and dynamic global marketplace, Hilary brings a valuable perspective to our board of 
trustees,” said Harvey V. Fineberg, M.D., Ph.D., president of the foundation. “We are delighted 
to welcome her to the organization and look forward to working with her in the coming 
years.”… 
 
 
Open Society Foundation  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/issues/media-information 
Voices  
Building a Citizen-Driven Media for the African Continent 
June 21, 2018    Tshepo Tshabalala 
   Journalists and entrepreneurs are coming up with new ways to inform and connect their 
fellow citizens. A novel initiative seeks to bring these innovators together for the benefit of all. 
 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.packard.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Pew Charitable Trusts  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room 
Press Releases & Statements 
June 19, 2018 
The Pew Center for Arts & Heritage Announces 2018 Grants for Philadelphia Artists, 
Organizations 
 
Event 
June 19, 2018 

http://ledapnigeria.org/
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http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room/press-releases-and-statements/2018/06/19/the-pew-center-for-arts-and-heritage-announces-2018-grants-for-philadelphia-artists-organizations
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Student Loan Repayment: Who Is Struggling and What Are the Next Steps? 
 
Press Releases & Statements 
June 19, 2018 
Pew: Most States Don’t Know What They Spend on Disasters  
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/about-us/news-media/ 
June 20, 2018  
Resilient Puerto Rico Advisory Commission Releases “Reimagina Puerto Rico” 
Strategy  
:: A Blueprint co-created by Leaders from Puerto Rico’s Philanthropic, Business, Government, 
and NGO Sectors, Includes 97 Concrete Actions and Initiatives to Build a Resilient, More 
Equitable Island  
:: ReImagina Puerto Rico Seeks To Provide a Unified Set of Recommendations for Building 
Holistic Resilience and Ensuring Billions in Relief Funds Have the Greatest Possible Impact 
 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom/news-releases.html 
June 21, 2018 Blog Post  
Practicing Cultural Humility to Transform Health Care 
Jennifer McGee-Avila  
   As clinicians, we must achieve an understanding of our patients to practice “cultural humility” 
and acknowledge the uniqueness of every individual’s identity. 
 
June 20, 2018 Brief  
What Explains 2018's Marketplace Enrollment Rates? 
  Fifteen states saw higher enrollment in 2018 compared to the previous year despite greatly 
reduced federal support. 
 
June 18, 2018 Blog Post 
A Successful Model That Predicts and Prevents Violence 
Laura Leviton  
   A surgeon from Wales who treats victims of violence devised a model for collecting data and 
working with law enforcement to predict and curtail violence. This approach is now taking root 
in the United States. 
 
 
Science Philanthropy Alliance   [to 23 Jun 2018] 
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/ 
“…a group of organizations working together to increase philanthropic support for basic 
scientific research on a global basis…” 
June 18, 2018 
A Remarkable Return on Investment in Fundamental Research [via Department of 
Energy]  
   A newly-released Department of Energy report highlights outstanding examples of major 
scientific accomplishments emerging from the past 40 years of […] 
 
 
SDG Philanthropy Platform 

http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/events/2018/student-loan-repayment-who-is-struggling-and-what-are-the-next-steps
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http://sdgfunders.org/ 
SDG Philanthropy Platform is a collaboration between philanthropy and the greater international 
development community led by Foundation Center, United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) and Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, and supported by the Conrad N. Hilton 
Foundation, Ford Foundation and the MasterCard Foundation, the Brach Family Foundation, and 
other key organizations such as Asociación de Fundaciones Empresariales (AFE) in Colombia, 
Brach Family Charitable Foundation, CAF America, Council on Foundations, East Africa 
Association of Grantmakers (EAAG), European Foundation Centre, Filantropi Indonesia (FI), 
GlobalGiving, The Humanitarian Forum, World Congress of Muslim Philanthropists, and 
Worldwide Initiatives for Grantmaker Support (WINGS). 
22-6-2018 
Benchmarking Real Change for women to Secure Land by Bridging Data and Social 
Movement 
 
 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation 
https://sloan.org/about/press  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 23 Jun 2018] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
No new digest content identified. 

 
 
*                       *                       *                        * 
 

:: Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in 
human rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be 
exhaustive. We will add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon 
recommendation from readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content 
but note that successful access to some of the articles and other content may require 
subscription or other access arrangement unique to the publisher. Please suggest additional 
journals you feel warrant coverage. 
 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
June 2018 Volume 46, Issue 6, p601-732, e31-e42  
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
June 2018 Volume 54, Issue 6, p727-848  
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
June 2018  108(6) 
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 

http://sdgfunders.org/
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
Volume 98, Issue 6, 2018  
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/14761645/98/6 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
19 June 2018 Vol: 168, Issue 12  
http://annals.org/aim/issue 
Position Papers |19 June 2018  
Women's Health Policy in the United States: An American College of Physicians 
Position Paper  
Hilary Daniel, BS; Shari M. Erickson, MPH; Sue S. Bornstein, MD; for the Health and Public 
Policy Committee of the American College of Physicians *  
Abstract 
In this position paper, the American College of Physicians (ACP) examines the challenges 
women face in the U.S. health care system across their lifespans, including access to care; sex- 
and gender-specific health issues; variation in health outcomes compared with men; 
underrepresentation in research studies; and public policies that affect women, their families, 
and society. ACP puts forward several recommendations focused on policies that will improve 
the health outcomes of women and ensure a health care system that supports the needs of 
women and their families over the course of their lifespans. 
 
 
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed 23 Jun 2018) 
Research 
18 June 2018  
Brief interventions to address substance use among patients presenting to 
emergency departments in resource poor settings: a cost-effectiveness analysis  
Authors: Rebecca Dwommoh, Katherine Sorsdahl, Bronwyn Myers, Kwaku Poku Asante, Tracey 
Naledi, Dan J. Stein and Susan Cleary 
 
 
BMJ Global Health 
May 2018 - Volume 3 - 3 
http://gh.bmj.com/content/3/3 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 23 Jun 2018) 
Study protocol 
What do you do with success? The science of scaling up a health systems 
strengthening intervention in Ghana  
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The completion of an implementation research project typically signals the end of research. In 
contrast, the Ghana Health Service has embraced a continuous process of evidence-based 
programming, wherein each r...  
Authors: James F. Phillips, John Koku Awoonor-Williams, Ayaga A. Bawah, Belinda Afriyie 
Nimako, Nicholas S. Kanlisi, Mallory C. Sheff, Patrick O. Asuming, Pearl E. Kyei, Adriana Biney 
and Elizabeth F. Jackson 
Citation: BMC Health Services Research 2018 18:484  
Published on: 22 June 2018 
 
Study protocol 
“Improving Native American elder access to and use of health care through effective 
health system navigation”  
Public insurance reforms of the past two decades have failed to substantively address the 
healthcare needs of American Indians in general, let alone the particular needs of American 
Indian elders, ages 55 year...  
Authors: Cathleen E. Willging, David H. Sommerfeld, Elise Trott Jaramillo, Erik Lujan, Roxane 
Spruce Bly, Erin K. Debenport, Steven P. Verney and Ron Lujan 
Citation: BMC Health Services Research 2018 18:464  
Published on: 18 June 2018 
 
Research article 
The patient experience in community mental health services for older people: a 
concept mapping approach to support the development of a new quality measure  
The patient experience is a crucial part of the measurement of service quality. However, 
instruments to evaluate experiential quality in the community mental health care of older adults 
are lacking. Before des...  
Authors: Mark Wilberforce, Eric Batten, David Challis, Linda Davies, Michael P. Kelly and Chris 
Roberts 
Citation: BMC Health Services Research 2018 18:461  
Published on: 18 June 2018 
 
 
BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 23 Jun 2018) 
Research article 
A systematic review and meta-analysis of vertical transmission route of HIV in 
Ethiopia  
The burden of mother-to-child transmission rate of HIV is high and risk factors are common in 
Ethiopia. This systematic review and meta-analysis intended to provide the pooled estimation of 
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Simple rules for evidence translation in complex systems: A qualitative study  
Ensuring patients benefit from the latest medical and technical advances remains a major 
challenge, with rational-linear and reductionist approaches to translating evidence into practice 
proving inefficient and ineffective. Complexity thinking, which emphasises interconnectedness 
and unpredictability, offers insights to inform evidence translation theories and strategies. 
Drawing on detailed insights into complex micro-systems, this research aimed to advance 
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Factors associated with delayed infant immunization in a nationally representative 
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Introduction to the special issue on the first Global Research, Innovation, and 
Education on Assistive Technology (GREAT) Summit and invitation to contribute to 
and continue the discussions 
Marcia J. Scherer, Malcolm MacLachlan & Chapal Khasnabis 
Pages: 435-436 
Published online: 17 May 2018 
    This Special Section of the journal is dedicated to reporting on the proceedings of the Global 
Research, Innovation, and Education on Assistive Technology (GREAT) Summit, held at the 
World Health Organization (WHO) headquarters in Geneva, in the Summer of 2017. This 
summit was an important step in the steady progress towards making quality affordable 
assistive technology more available globally and to promoting its importance as a means for 
achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), in an equitable and inclusive manner [1 
Tebbutt E, Brodmann R, Borg J, et al. Assistive products and the sustainable development goals 
(SDGs). 
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Opinion 
Nobody at the top  
   Science bears some hallmarks of religion. But, unlike many organized religions, there is no 
central authority and no tenet remains unchallenged.  
EMBO Reports (2018) 19: e46329 
Brooke Morriswood, Oliver Hoeller 
 
Opinion 
Reproducibility crisis in science or unrealistic expectations?  
   The reproducibility crisis in biomedical research has spurred much debate about the causes of 
the failure to validate experimental results. But the discussion may be overlooking one crucial 
factor that is inherent to research with low sample sizes: random variation.  
EMBO Reports (2018) 19: e46008 
Thiago FA França, José Maria Monserrat 
 
Science & Society 
A DEAL for open accessThe negotiations between the German DEAL project and 
publishers have global implications for academic publishing beyond just Germany  
   The German DEAL project negotiates full open access publishing with the major publishers for 
many academic institutions in Germany. If successful, it could have a global impact on funders’ 
publishing policies.  
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Spring 2018 (Issue 32.1)  March 9, 2018  
https://www.ethicsandinternationalaffairs.org/2018/spring-2018-issue-32-1/ 
Special Issue: “Rising Powers and the International Order” 
ESSAY 
The Marketization of Citizenship in an Age of Restrictionism 
Ayelet Shachar 
   The United States is not alone in testing, blurring, and eroding the state-market boundary 
regulating access to membership. A growing number of countries are putting their visas and 
passports up for sale. The proliferation of these programs is one of the most significant 
developments in citizenship and immigration practice in the past few decades, yet it has 
received scant attention in the literature. In the following pages, I begin to address this lacuna 
by identifying the core legal and normative puzzles associated with this new trend, which I will 
refer to as the marketization of citizenship to highlight a dual transformation: the commodifying 
of access to membership and the hollowing out of the “status, rights, and identity” components 
of citizenship.5 Marketization is never merely an economic process; it is also deeply political, as 
it reshapes and reengineers the boundaries of and interactions between states and markets, 
voice and power, the inviolable and the mercantile. 
   The intrusion of market logic into the sovereign act of defining “who belongs” raises 
significant justice and equality concerns that require closer scrutiny, both empirical and 
normative—the remit of this essay. I treat these new developments as a productive site to 
explore foundational questions about the character of citizenship and its transformation in 
today’s world. I begin by tracing the global surge in the marketization of citizenship, providing 
illustrative examples, before turning to explore the official rationales for the EB-5 and exposing 
their shortcomings. Moving from the positive to the normative, I develop several lines of 
critique that seek to show that this new trend is uniquely threatening to notions of citizenship 
reflecting the horizon of equality and participation, regardless of which theories of state and 
society—liberal, civic republican, or democratic—inform them… 
 
ROUNDTABLE: RISING POWERS AND THE INTERNATIONAL ORDER 
Introduction 
G. John Ikenberry and Shiping Tang, Guest Editors 
   One of the great dramas of world politics across the centuries has been the rise and decline 
of leading states. From ancient Athens and Rome to early modern Europe to the eras of Pax 
Britannica and Pax Americana, international relations has been marked by the emergence of 
great powers that seek to organize and dominate their surroundings. Over time, the position of 
these leading states weakens and new rising states emerge to challenge the old order. These 
cycles of rise and decline form the most celebrated and enduring narratives that scholars bring 
to the study of world affairs. Today, this drama is playing out again. After seventy years at the 
top of the global political and economic hierarchy, the United States is finding its hold on 
leadership weakening. In the meantime, a variety of non-Western developing states—China first 
among them—are gaining ground and seeking to influence global rules and institutions. The 
global distribution of power is shifting and the American-led international order forged in the 
twentieth century is in transition… 
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Abstract:  
The crisis of the American-led international order would seem to open up new opportunities for 
rising states—led by China, India, and other non-Western developing countries—to reshape the 
global order. As their capacities and influence grow, will these states rise up and integrate into 
the existing order or will they seek to overturn and reorganize it? The realist hegemonic 
perspective expects today’s power transition to lead to growing struggles between the West and 
the “rest” over global rules and institutions. In contrast, this essay argues that although 
America’s hegemonic position may be declining, the liberal international characteristics of 
order—openness, rules, and multilateralism—are deeply rooted and likely to persist. And even 
as China seeks in various ways to build rival regional institutions, there are stubborn limits on 
what it can do. 
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FMR 58  June 2018  
http://www.fmreview.org/syria2018/contents.html 
Economies: rights and access to work 
   When people are forced to leave their homes, they usually also leave behind their means of 
economic activity. In their new location, they may not be able, or permitted, to work. This has 
wide-ranging implications. This issue includes 22 articles on the main feature theme of 
Economies: rights and access to work. It also includes two ‘mini-features’, one on Refugee-led 
social protection and one on Humans and animals in refugee camps. 
 
Refugees’ right to work and access to labour markets: constraints, challenges and 
ways forward  
Roger Zetter and Héloïse Ruaudel  
For refugees, the right to work and access to labour markets are key for becoming self-reliant, 
building their lives and securing dignity, and allowing them to contribute to their host 
communities. Host countries need to assess the potential for opening their labour markets to 
refugees, and enhancing access to decent work. 
 
Supporting recently resettled refugees in the UK  
Marwa Belghazi  
Organisations supporting recently resettled refugees to find employment should focus on 
providing them with the tools to navigate the employment market in a sustainable way that 
leads to their personal development. 
 
Integrating refugees into the Turkish labour market  
Ximena V Del Carpio, Sirma Demir Seker and Ahmet Levent Yener  
The granting to Syrian refugees in Turkey of the right to access formal work was a first step 
towards their economic integration but a number of challenges remain. With support from the 
international community, the Turkish government is taking action to overcome some of these. 
 
From refugee to employee: work integration in rural Denmark  
Martin Ledstrup and Marie Larsen  
The launch of Red Cross Denmark’s Fast Track programme, which focuses on early refugee 
employment, offers an opportunity to explore the relationship between local employment of 
refugees and the sustainability of rural life. 
 
Integrating refugee doctors into host health-care systems  
Shahla Namak, Fatin Sahhar, Sarah Kureshi, Fadya El Rayess and Ranit Mishori  
Refugee doctors face a number of barriers to practising medicine, despite the significant 
contributions that they can make.  
 
Refugees’ engagement with host economies in Uganda  
Naohiko Omata  
Multi-sited fieldwork in Uganda allows for an exploration of the complex patterns of 
engagement between refugees’ economic activities and local economies, in urban, emergency 
and protracted settings. 
 
Refugees and host communities in the Rwandan labour market  
Özge Bilgili and Craig Loschmann  
In Rwanda, Congolese refugees have the same freedom of movement and right to work as 
Rwandans but the experiences and economic activities of these two populations are very 
different. 
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The role of rural grocery stores in refugee reception  
Zachary Whyte, Birgitte Romme Larsen and Mona Schaldemose  
Our research with rural grocery store managers in Denmark suggests that the integration of 
asylum centres into the local social and economic life in rural areas is a key factor in successful 
refugee reception.  
 
Collaboration with criminal organisations in Colombia: an obstacle to economic 
recovery  
Christopher M Hays  
Those seeking to support economic development for internally displaced people in Colombia 
need to understand how and why many IDPs collaborate with armed groups and criminal 
organisations. 
 
Syrian economies: a temporary boom?  
Ahmad Al Ajlan  
Some displaced people and their host communities have benefited economically from the 
consequences of conflict in Syria’s Raqqa province. Others need support – and the type of 
support needed will change as circumstances change. 
 
Obstacles to refugees’ self-reliance in Germany  
Elizabeth Ekren  
The majority of Germany’s refugees and asylum seekers rely on government welfare and face 
serious obstacles to self-reliance. Integration policies must eliminate these obstacles to promote 
mutual long-term benefits for refugees and their new communities. 
 
The new world of work and the need for digital empowerment  
Miguel Peromingo and Willem Pieterson  
References are often made to forced migrants’ digital literacy, including their use of 
smartphones to organise journeys and communicate once at their destinations. Other digital 
skills, however, including those relating to the workplace, are of greater relevance to supporting 
their integration. 
 
Investing in refugees: building human capital  
Lili Mottaghi  
Investing in refugees’ well-being is a global public good, and the international community 
should work to reduce malnutrition and increase access to education for refugees in order to 
help build human capital and achieve better economic outcomes for all. 
 
Towards greater visibility and recruitment of skilled refugees  
Leah Nichles and Sayre Nyce  
Showcasing refugees’ skills connects refugees to global work opportunities, and also shifts the 
narrative from one of refugees being burdens to host countries to one in which refugees are 
recognised as skilled workers for whom countries should be competing. 
 
Validating highly educated refugees’ qualifications  
Katarina Mozetič  
Qualification certificates play a central role in the labour market integration of highly educated 
refugees but validating them presents considerable challenges. Sweden and Norway have 
introduced some positive developments to address such difficulties. 
 
Refugee livelihoods: new actors, new models  
Ziad Ayoubi and Regina Saavedra  
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The international community is increasingly emphasising the need to bridge the humanitarian–
development gap. But what does this mean on the ground in terms of refugees’ livelihoods and 
economic inclusion? 
 
The macro-economic impacts of Syrian refugee aid  
Tobias Schillings  
A new study on the effects of humanitarian assistance in response to the Syria crisis finds 
significant positive impacts for regional economic growth and job creation. 
 
Quality of work for Syrian refugees in Jordan  
Maha Kattaa and Meredith Byrne  
Work permits have been at the centre of the policy debate on the hosting of Syrian refugees in 
Jordan. This approach needs also to involve ensuring decent working conditions for all. 
 
The gig economy in complex refugee situations  
Abigail Hunt, Emma Samman, Dina Mansour-Ille and Henrieke Max  
Research with Syrian women refugees in Jordan suggests that, despite significant challenges, 
the gig economy has some potential to help refugees participate in host communities and to 
bolster their economic participation. 
 
The power of markets: lessons from Uganda  
Alison Hemberger, Sasha Muench and Chelsea Purvis  
Market-based approaches in northern Uganda demonstrate the benefits of supporting local 
markets instead of distributing in-kind aid. 
 
Livelihoods programming and its influence on secondary migration  
Richard Mallett, Jessica Hagen-Zanker, Clare Cummings and Nassim Majidi  
Improving access to work, as well as livelihoods programming itself, is required if the lives and 
livelihoods of Eritrean refugees in Ethiopia are to improve. 
 
The shortcomings of employment as a durable solution  
Nora Bardelli  
The refugee assistance regime that prevails today seems to insist that the best, or only, solution 
to protracted refugee situations is firmly rooted in improving access to employment. This 
approach, however, inevitably favours some and excludes others, while also ignoring the deeper 
political and social issues at stake. 
 
 
Mini-feature on refugee-led social protection - introduction  
The six articles in this FMR mini-feature explore how those who have been displaced find their 
own ways of assisting each other, filling gaps in official assistance or providing better-suited 
means of support. Evidence from Uganda, Kenya, Germany and Indonesia demonstrates the 
diverse ways – both formal and informal – in which refugees provide protection and 
assistanceto their communities. Articles also analyse how external humanitarian actors can form 
effective partnerships with community-based organisations led by and for refugees. 
 
Refugee-led social protection: reconceiving refugee assistance  
Evan Easton-Calabria and Kate Pincock  
The help and assistance that refugees offer each other is central to the lives of many displaced 
people. Recognising this allows support for displaced people to be reconceived in more 
sustaining and empowering ways. 
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Refugee paralegals  
Musenga Tshimankinda Christian  
Refugees in Kenya face multiple barriers to accessing their rights. The work of paralegals who 
are themselves refugees and who support and facilitate refugees’ access to justice offers a vital 
service that many NGOs, whose scope and budgets are limited, insufficiently provide. 
 
Kobciye: empowering Somali refugees in Nairobi  
Afrah Hassan  
Established by a resettled Somali refugee and now under the leadership of his children, Kobciye 
resource centre works to empower Somali refugees in Eastleigh, Nairobi. 
 
Syrian refugee-led organisations in Berlin  
Jennifer Wood, Evan Easton-Calabria and Yahya Alaous  
Many of the approximately 50,000 Syrian refugees living in Berlin continue to depend largely on 
State assistance; some refugees have also created and found additional support in active, 
vibrant community initiatives.  
 
Refugee-led education in Indonesia  
Thomas Brown  
Refugee-led education initiatives in West Java, Indonesia, show how refugee communities can 
work with supporters to overcome service gaps faced in host countries, demonstrating a 
community-led approach to refugee assistance that is empowering and sustainable. 
 
Lessons from LGBTIQ refugee-led community-based organisations  
Hester K V Moore  
The work of community-based organisations led by and in support of lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
trans*, intersex and queer (LGBTIQ) refugees in Nairobi, Kenya, provides important insights 
into how humanitarian agencies can form effective partnerships that help to ensure access to 
services for all. 
 
 
Mini-feature on Humans and animals in refugee camps - introduction  
The seven articles in this FMR mini-feature explore the roles that animals play in the lives of 
people who have been displaced. Evidence from animal–human interactions in refugee camps 
across the world demonstrates the challenges that face both human and animal populations. 
Better understanding of their needs and greater cooperation between humanitarian and animal 
welfare organisations can inform how space is organised, risks are mitigated and relations with 
host communities are managed. 
 
Humans and animals in refugee camps  
Benjamin Thomas White  
More research is needed, across disciplines, to better understand the important and varied roles 
that animals play in the lives of people in refugee camps. 
 
The role of livestock in refugee-host community relations  
Charles Hoots  
In South Sudan, tensions arose when refugees arrived with their livestock, disrupting the 
existing relationships between the local population and nomadic peoples. Understanding the 
relations between all three groups of people and their livestock was key to finding solutions. 
 
Working equids in refugee camps  
Patrick J Pollock  
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Refugee camps offer good opportunities for cooperation between humanitarian and animal 
welfare organisations for the benefit of displaced people and their working animals. 
 
Sheltering animals in refugee camps  
Lara Alshawawreh  
Animals play an important role in many people’s lives in displacement. Camp planners and 
managers need to take animals’ needs into greater account in order for displaced people to 
continue to benefit from this interaction. 
 
Understanding risk in human–animal interactions  
Sara Owczarczak-Garstecka  
There needs to be better understanding not only of the importance of animals in the lives of 
displaced people but also of the potential risks incurred by human–animal interactions and how 
best to mitigate these risks. 
 
Animal and human health in the Sahrawi refugee camps  
Giorgia Angeloni and Jennifer Carr  
Health challenges in the Sahrawi refugee camps in the Algerian desert are faced by both human 
and animal populations, and therefore responses must function for the benefit of both. 
 
A field study of migration and adversity  
Derek Robertson  
The migratory journeys of birds can reflect the same complexity of issues that trigger and affect 
human displacement. 
 
 
Forum for Development Studies 
Volume 45, Issue 2, 2018  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/sfds20/current  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Genocide Studies International 
Volume 12 Issue 1, Spring 2018  
https://www.utpjournals.press/toc/gsi/current 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Geoheritage  
Volume 10, Issue 1, March 2018 
https://link.springer.com/journal/12371/10/1/page/1 
The VIII International ProGEO Symposium in Reykjavík, 2015 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Health Action  
Volume 11, 2018 – Issue 1   
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/zgha20/11/1?nav=tocList 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Health: Science and Practice (GHSP) 
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Vol. 6, No. 1   March 21, 2018  
http://www.ghspjournal.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Public Health  
Volume 13, 2017   Issue 8 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rgph20/current 
Special Symposium: Critical Perspectives on the ‘End of AIDS’.  
Guest Editors: Nora Kenworthy, Matthew Thomann, and Richard Parker 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Globalization and Health 
http://www.globalizationandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 23 Jun 2018] 
Research 
20 June 2018  
Does quality influence utilization of primary health care? Evidence from Haiti  
Expanding coverage of primary healthcare services such as antenatal care and vaccinations is a 
global health priority; however, many Haitians do not utilize these services. One reason may be 
that the population avoids low quality health facilities. We examined how facility infrastructure 
and the quality of primary health care service delivery were associated with community 
utilization of primary health care services in Haiti. 
Authors: Anna D. Gage, Hannah H. Leslie, Asaf Bitton, J. Gregory Jerome, Jean Paul Joseph, 
Roody Thermidor and Margaret E. Kruk 
 
 
Health Affairs  
June 2018  Vol. 37 , No. 6 
https://www.healthaffairs.org/toc/hlthaff/current 
Hospitals, Primary Care & More 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health and Human Rights 
Volume 20, Issue 1, June 2018 
http://www.hhrjournal.org/ 
Special Section on Neglected Tropical Diseases and Human Rights 
in collaboration with Helen Keller International, USA and with financial support from Children’s 
Investment Fund Foundation, London, UK 
FOREWORD Embodying Law and Embedding Public Health with the Voices of Those 
Affected: Ending NTDs by 2030 
Alice Cruz 
 
EDITORIAL “Equipping Practitioners”: Linking Neglected Tropical Diseases and 
Human Rights 
Joseph J. Amon and David G. Addiss 
   In 2007, Paul Hunt, the United Nations Special Rapporteur on the right to health, and 
colleagues published a report entitled Neglected Diseases: A Human Rights Analysis. In 
introducing the report, the authors wrote: 

http://www.ghspjournal.org/content/current
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rgph20/current
http://www.globalizationandhealth.com/
https://globalizationandhealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12992-018-0379-0
https://www.healthaffairs.org/toc/hlthaff/current
http://www.hhrjournal.org/
https://www.hhrjournal.org/2018/06/foreword-embodying-law-and-embedding-public-health-with-the-voices-of-those-who-are-affected-ending-ntds-by-2030/
https://www.hhrjournal.org/2018/06/foreword-embodying-law-and-embedding-public-health-with-the-voices-of-those-who-are-affected-ending-ntds-by-2030/
https://www.hhrjournal.org/2018/06/editorial-equipping-practitioners-linking-neglected-tropical-diseases-and-human-rights/
https://www.hhrjournal.org/2018/06/editorial-equipping-practitioners-linking-neglected-tropical-diseases-and-human-rights/


   

: 

   The human rights implications of neglected diseases, and the contribution that human rights 
can make to addressing neglected diseases, have not been given the attention they deserve. 
This report aims to equip practitioners with an understanding of human rights, how human 
rights abuses cause and result from neglected diseases, and how a human rights approach can 
contribute to the fight against neglected diseases.[1] 
   More than a decade later, the human rights implications of neglected tropical diseases (NTDs) 
are still only infrequently addressed, and there remains a need to “equip practitioners”—in both 
the NTD and the human rights fields—and to ensure that rights-based principles and 
approaches are examined and integrated into NTD programs. Seeking to expand this attention, 
the call for articles for this special issue of Health and Human Rights Journal asked NTD 
scholars and practitioners to share examples of how rights interact with NTDs and how current 
NTD programs respect, protect, and promote human rights… 
 
Special Section on Judicial Enforcement of Health Rights: Focus on Latin America 
in collaboration with the O’Neill Institute, Georgetown University, Washington DC, USA 
June 20, 2018 
EDITORIAL Health in the Courts of Latin America 
Octávio Luiz Motta Ferraz 
   To address any complex issue in a large and diverse geographical region of the world is 
always a daunting and risky task. Latin America is no exception. Despite the semblance of 
uniformity that the use of the term “Latin American” often misleadingly imparts, the truth is that 
there is no such thing as a homogeneous bloc of countries occupying the territory running from 
the border between the United States and Mexico down to Uruguay, plus a few islands in the 
Caribbean Sea. Not even a single language is shared, let alone a broader “Latin American 
culture.” 
   We are dealing with a large region spanning 20 million square kilometers (13% of the earth’s 
land surface), including very poor countries such as Haiti, middle-income ones such as Peru, 
Colombia, and Brazil, and relatively wealthy ones such as Uruguay and Argentina. There are 
democracies at different levels of maturity and stability alongside authoritarian regimes, as well 
as a diverse range of political-economic systems, from socialist Cuba to economically liberal 
Chile.[1] Health systems also vary significantly in their structures (from national health services 
in Brazil to social security and public insurance schemes in Mexico and Colombia), coverage, 
and quality. As an influential historian has recently claimed, the idea of Latin America should 
have probably vanished by now. But he also acknowledges that “[t]he term is here to stay, and 
it is important.”[2] 
   The topic addressed in this special section—the judicial enforcement of health rights—
inevitably reflects this remarkable diversity. Despite some interesting common trends, no “Latin 
American model” of health litigation emerges, unsurprisingly, from the growing but still limited 
studies of the past few decades (including those published in this issue). On the contrary, there 
is significant variety in terms of the magnitude of the phenomenon, its main characteristics, its 
potential causes, the impact it has on equity and health systems, and the emerging initiatives in 
reaction to the phenomenon… 
 
General Papers 
Access to Medicines in Times of Conflict: Overlapping Compliance and Accountability 
Frameworks for Syria 
Brianne McGonigle Leyh and Marie Elske Gispen 
Abstract 
Syria is currently experiencing the world’s largest humanitarian crisis since World War II, and 
access to medicines for emergency care, pain control, and palliative care remains shockingly 
restricted in the country. Addressing the dire need for improved access to medicines in Syria 
from an international law compliance and accountability perspective, this article highlights four 
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complementary legal frameworks: international human rights law, international drug control 
law, international humanitarian law, and international criminal law. It arrives at two central 
conclusions. First, all four bodies of law hold clear potential in terms of regulatory—hence 
compliance—and accountability mechanisms for improving access to medicines in times of 
conflict, but they are too weak on their own account. Second, the potential for on-the-ground 
change lies in the mutual reinforcement of these four legal frameworks. This reinforcement, 
however, remains rhetorical and far from practical. Finally, within this complex picture of 
complementary international legal frameworks, the article proposes concrete recommendations 
for a more integrated and mutually reinforcing interpretation and implementation of these areas 
of law to foster better access to medicines in Syria and elsewhere. 
 
Missing: Where Are the Migrants in Pandemic Influenza Preparedness Plans? 
Kolitha Wickramage, Lawrence O. Gostin, Eric Friedman, Phusit Prakongsai, Rapeepong 
Suphanchaimat, Charles Hui, Patrick Duigan, Eliana Barragan, and David Harper 
 
 
Health Economics, Policy and Law  
Volume 13 - Special Issue 3-4 - July 2018  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/health-economics-policy-and-law/latest-issue 
SPECIAL ISSUE: Canadian Medicare: Historical Reflections, Future Directions  
Articles 
Medicare and the care of First Nations, Métis and Inuit  
Josée G. Lavoie 
https://doi.org/10.1017/S1744133117000391 
Published online: 01 February 2018, pp. 280-298  
 
 
Health Equity 
Volume 2 Issue 1  Jun 2018 
https://www.liebertpub.com/toc/heq/2/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Policy and Planning 
Volume 33, Issue 6, 1 July 2018 
http://heapol.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
Original Articles 
Priority setting for health in the context of devolution in Kenya: implications for 
health equity and community-based primary care  
Rosalind McCollum; Sally Theobald; Lilian Otiso; Tim Martineau; Robinson Karuga ...  
Health Policy and Planning, Volume 33, Issue 6, 1 July 2018, Pages 729–742, 
https://doi.org/10.1093/heapol/czy043 
 
The cost of preventing undernutrition: cost, cost-efficiency and cost-effectiveness of 
three cash-based interventions on nutrition outcomes in Dadu, Pakistan  
Lani Trenouth; Timothy Colbourn; Bridget Fenn; Silke Pietzsch; Mark Myatt ...  
Health Policy and Planning, Volume 33, Issue 6, 1 July 2018, Pages 743–754, 
https://doi.org/10.1093/heapol/czy045 
 
 
Health Promotion International 
Volume 33, Issue 3, 1 June 2018 
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[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Health Research Policy and Systems 
http://www.health-policy-systems.com/content 
[Accessed 23 Jun 2018] 
Research 
Priority-setting in public health research funding organisations: an exploratory 
qualitative study among five high-profile funders  
Priority-driven funding streams for population and public health are an important part of the 
health research landscape and contribute to orienting future scholarship in the field. While 
research priorities are often made public through targeted calls for research, less is known 
about how research funding organisations arrive at said priorities. Our objective was to explore 
how public health research funding organisations develop priorities for strategic extramural 
research funding programmes. 
Authors: Yuri Cartier, Maria I. Creatore, Steven J. Hoffman and Louise Potvin 
Citation: Health Research Policy and Systems 2018 16:53  
Published on: 22 June 2018 
 
Research 
Understanding the concept and importance of the health research system in 
Palestine: a qualitative study  
The importance of a health research system (HRS), namely an instrument for developing and 
enabling health systems, is increasing, particularly in developing countries. Assessing the 
perceptions of system perfo...  
Authors: Mohammed AlKhaldi, Yehia Abed, Constanze Pfeiffer, Saleem Haj-Yahia, Abdulsalam 
Alkaiyat and Marcel Tanner 
Citation: Health Research Policy and Systems 2018 16:49  
Published on: 18 June 2018 
 
 
Human Rights Quarterly 
Volume 40, Number 2, May 2018 
http://muse.jhu.edu/issue/38551 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Humanitarian Exchange Magazine 
Number 71  March 2018 
https://odihpn.org/magazine/humanitarian-response-urban-areas/ 
Humanitarian response in urban areas 
   Humanitarian crises are increasingly affecting urban areas either directly, through civil 
conflict, hazards such as flooding or earthquakes, urban violence or outbreaks of disease, or 
indirectly, through hosting people fleeing these threats. The humanitarian sector has been slow 
to understand how the challenges and opportunities of working in urban spaces necessitate 
changes in how they operate. For agencies used to working in rural contexts, the dynamism of 
the city, with its reliance on markets, complex systems and intricate logistics, can be a daunting 
challenge. Huge, diverse and mobile populations complicate needs assessments, and close 
coordination with other, often unfamiliar, actors is necessary. 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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IDRiM Journal 
Vol 7, No 2 (2017) 
http://idrimjournal.com/index.php/idrim/issue/view/18 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Infectious Agents and Cancer  
http://www.infectagentscancer.com/content 
[Accessed 23 Jun 2018] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Infectious Diseases of Poverty  
http://www.idpjournal.com/content 
[Accessed 23 Jun 2018]  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
International Health 
Volume 10, Issue 3, 1 May 2018 
http://inthealth.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Human Rights Law Review 
Volume 7, Issue 1, 2018 
http://booksandjournals.brillonline.com/content/journals/22131035/6/2 
Research Article 
Responding to Human Rights Violations in Africa  
Author: Manisuli Ssenyonjo  
pp.: 1–42 (42)  
 
Research Article 
Systemic and Structural Factors Relating to Quality and Equality of Human Rights 
Implementation in Federal States  
Author: Judith Wyttenbach  
pp.: 43–81 (39)  
 
Research Article 
The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and International Human 
Rights Law  
Author: Francesco Seatzu  
pp.: 82–102 (21)  
 
Research Article 
Recognition, Transformation and Collective Restitution  
Author: Manny Zhang  
pp.: 103–130 (28)  
 
Research Article 
General Comment 6 (2018) on Equality and Non-discrimination  
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   As societal challenges grow in research priority, there is ever more need for such synthesis. 
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systematic review (go.nature.com/2k6ftil). And, more problematically, the academic ecosystem 
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   To help nudge the system in that direction, Nature this week publishes two Comment articles 
that highlight the importance of such assessments of evidence, and suggest ways to maximize 
their effectiveness. In the first, several experts from policy, funding and publishing (including 
Nature’s editor-in-chief) present four principles to help make evidence syntheses aimed at 
policymakers easier to commission, and more powerful in delivery and implementation. The 
second, by two researchers who focus on evidence for conservation biology, discusses a form of 
evidence synthesis that can provide a more cost-effective way to appraise evidence when data 
are sparse and patchy. This is a reflection of the reality that, for some interventions, 
randomized controlled trials aren’t possible, but there is, nevertheless, a need to make sense of 
the available evidence… 
 
Comment | 20 June 2018  
Four principles to make evidence synthesis more useful for policy  
Reward the creation of analyses for policymakers that are inclusive, rigorous, transparent and 
accessible, urge Christl A. Donnelly and colleagues. 
Christl A. Donnelly, Ian Boyd[…] & Chris Wormald    
 
Comment | 20 June 2018  
A fresh approach to evidence synthesis  
Systematic reviews have transformed medicine, but a more cost-effective means of appraisal is 
needed for fields in which data are sparse and patchy, argue  
William J. Sutherland and Claire F. R. Wordley. 
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   Two key international actors, Médecins sans Frontières (MSF, or Doctors without Borders) and 
the World Health Organization (WHO), are testing an Ebola vaccine during the current outbreak 
in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), in collaboration with the ministry of health (see 
map). They must act in a state of extreme uncertainty: the situation is evolving by the hour, 
information is hard to come by, and the ethical dilemmas and practical hurdles are abundant. 
And they are using slightly different approaches… 
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https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pntd.0006322  
Introduction 
   In 2015, we reported on a new national “worm index” for human development using data 
released by the World Health Organization (WHO) for the total number of school-aged children 
requiring mass drug administration (MDA) to treat their intestinal helminth infections and 
schistosomiasis, together with the population requiring MDA for lymphatic filariasis (LF) [1]. The 
worm index was calculated by adding these 3 populations at risk and then dividing it by the 
total population [1]. We found that for the 25 most populated nations, there was a strong 
inverse association between the national worm index and its human development index (HDI), 
a summary metric that incorporates living standards, educational attainment, and health [1]. 
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We subsequently found a similar inverse relationship for the world’s Muslim-majority countries 
belonging to the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [2]. 
   Our finding that high national worm indices link to low human development generates a 
number of hypotheses regarding how human helminth infections adversely affect child 
development, overall health, and even economic development. Including all intestinal helminth 
infections, schistosomiasis, and LF also helps to evaluate global effects. For example, many 
Asian nations might have high worm indices due to widespread intestinal helminth infections 
and LF, whereas in many African countries, schistosomiasis also contributes greatly to 
calculating national worm indices [1, 2]. Employing the worm index also presents an 
opportunity to evaluate how integrated MDA for intestinal helminth infections, schistosomiasis, 
and LF could both reduce worm indices and translate into health and economic gains as an 
approach towards sustainable development [1].. 
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Research Article  
Early life malaria exposure and academic performance  
Ninja Ritter Klejnstrup, Julie Buhl-Wiggers, Sam Jones, John Rand  
Research Article | published 22 Jun 2018 PLOS ONE  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0199542  
Abstract 
Malaria is a major cause of morbidity and mortality in sub-Saharan Africa. It is also a dynamic 
contributor to poverty through its effects on children’s cognitive development. This paper 
examines the degree to which malaria in early childhood impacts on educational achievement in 
later childhood. The substantial decline in malaria in the region over recent years allows an 
assessment of its impact to be made. Focusing on Tanzania, we combine data from the Malaria 
Atlas Project and the 2010-2014 Uwezo household surveys (N=246,325). We relate the district-
level risk of malaria in a child’s year of birth to his/her performance in tests of acquired 
cognitive skills (literacy and numeracy). For causal identification, we rely on differences across 
districts in the pace of decline in malaria prevalence occurring over the last 15 years. We 
control for time-invariant district level, age, birth cohort and survey year effects, as well as 
district-level trends and individual and household-specific factors. In addition, we use sibling 
variation in birth-year exposure to malaria to strengthen our identification. A ten percentage-
point decrease in malaria prevalence in birth year is associated with a 0.06 standard deviation 
(p=0.000) increase in English literacy achievement. This estimate is comparable in magnitude 
to education intervention programs with very large effects. Our results are robust to a large 
number of sensitivity analyses. We find no statistically significant effects of birth-year malaria 
exposure on attainments in numeracy and Kiswahili, and we argue that this is probably 
attributable to strong ceiling effects in these test scores. We conclude that in Tanzania malaria 
is an important factor in geographical variation in English literacy. This indicates that malaria is 
a significant public health challenge to educational achievement in this country, and probably in 
other regions with malaria. 
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PNAS June 18, 2018. 201711978; published ahead of print June 18, 2018. 
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1711978115  
Significance 
The current study quantified the degree to which group data are able to describe individual 
participants. We utilized intensive repeated-measures data—data that have been collected 
many times, across many individuals—to compare the distributions of bivariate correlations 
calculated within subjects vs. those calculated between subjects. Because the vast majority of 
social and medical science research aggregates across subjects, we aimed to assess how closely 
such aggregations reflect their constituent individuals. We provide evidence that conclusions 
drawn from aggregated data may be worryingly imprecise. Specifically, the variance in 
individuals is up to four times larger than in groups. These data call for a focus on idiography 
and open science that may substantially alter best-practice guidelines in the medical and 
behavioral sciences. 
Abstract 
Only for ergodic processes will inferences based on group-level data generalize to individual 
experience or behavior. Because human social and psychological processes typically have an 
individually variable and time-varying nature, they are unlikely to be ergodic. In this paper, six 
studies with a repeated-measure design were used for symmetric comparisons of interindividual 
and intraindividual variation. Our results delineate the potential scope and impact of nonergodic 
data in human subjects research. Analyses across six samples (with 87–94 participants and an 
equal number of assessments per participant) showed some degree of agreement in central 
tendency estimates (mean) between groups and individuals across constructs and data 
collection paradigms. However, the variance around the expected value was two to four times 
larger within individuals than within groups. This suggests that literatures in social and medical 
sciences may overestimate the accuracy of aggregated statistical estimates. This observation 
could have serious consequences for how we understand the consistency between group and 
individual correlations, and the generalizability of conclusions between domains. Researchers 
should explicitly test for equivalence of processes at the individual and group level across the 
social and medical sciences. 
 
Declining mental health among disadvantaged Americans  
Noreen Goldman, Dana A. Glei, and Maxine Weinstein 
PNAS June 18, 2018. 201722023; published ahead of print June 18, 2018. 
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1722023115  
Significance 
In the past few years, references to the opioid epidemic, drug poisonings, and associated 
feelings of despair among Americans, primarily working-class whites, have flooded the media, 
and related patterns of mortality have been of increasing interest to social scientists. Yet, 
despite recurring references to distress or despair in journalistic accounts and academic studies, 
there has been little analysis of whether psychological health among American adults has 
worsened over the past two decades. Here, we use data from national samples of adults in the 
mid-1990s and early 2010s to demonstrate increasing distress and declining well-being that was 
concentrated among low-socioeconomic-status individuals but spanned the age range from 
young to older adults. 
Abstract 
Although there is little dispute about the impact of the US opioid epidemic on recent mortality, 
there is less consensus about whether trends reflect increasing despair among American adults. 
The issue is complicated by the absence of established scales or definitions of despair as well as 
a paucity of studies examining changes in psychological health, especially well-being, since the 
1990s. We contribute evidence using two cross-sectional waves of the Midlife in the United 
States (MIDUS) study to assess changes in measures of psychological distress and well-being. 
These measures capture negative emotions such as sadness, hopelessness, and worthlessness, 
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and positive emotions such as happiness, fulfillment, and life satisfaction. Most of the measures 
reveal increasing distress and decreasing well-being across the age span for those of low 
relative socioeconomic position, in contrast to little decline or modest improvement for persons 
of high relative position. 
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Volume 14, Issue 1, Jan - Mar 2018  
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/reab/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Reproductive Health 
http://www.reproductive-health-journal.com/content 
[Accessed 23 Jun 2018]  
Commentary 
Overcoming challenges to dissemination and implementation of research findings in 
under-resourced countries  
Authors: Richard J. Derman and Frances J. Jaeger 
Citation: Reproductive Health 2018 15(Suppl 1):86  
Published on: 22 June 2018 
Abstract 
    Louis Pasteur once commented on the happiness that a scientist finds when, besides making 
a discovery, study results find practical application. Where health status is poor and resources 
are limited, finding such applications is a necessity, not merely a joy. 
   Dissemination, or the distribution of new knowledge gained through research, is essential to 
the ethical conduct of research. Further, when research is designed to improve health, 
dissemination is critical to the development of evidence-based medicine and the adoption of 
evidence-supported interventions and improved practice patterns within specific settings. When 
dissemination is lacking, research may be considered a waste of resources and a useless pursuit 
unable to influence positive health outcomes. 
   Effective translation of the findings of health research into policy and the practice of medicine 
has been slow in many countries considered low or lower middle-income (as defined by the 
World Bank). This is because such countries often have health care systems that are under-
resourced (e.g., lacking personnel or facilities) and thus insufficiently responsive to health needs 
of their populations. However, implementation research has produced many tools and strategies 
that can prompt more effective and timelier application of research findings to real world 
situations. 
 
Commentary 
Improving pregnancy outcomes in low- and middle-income countries  
This paper reviews the very large discrepancies in pregnancy outcomes between high, low and 
middle-income countries and then presents the medical causes of maternal mortality, stillbirth 
and neonatal mortality...  
Authors: Robert L. Goldenberg, Elizabeth M. McClure and Sarah Saleem 
Citation: Reproductive Health 2018 15(Suppl 1):88  
Published on: 22 June 2018 
 
Review 
Strategies for optimizing maternal nutrition to promote infant development  
The growing appreciation of the multi-faceted importance of optimal maternal nutrition to the 
health and development of the infant and young child is tempered by incompletely resolved 
strategies for combatting...  
Authors: K. Michael Hambidge and Nancy F. Krebs 
Citation: Reproductive Health 2018 15(Su 
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Recently Published Articles  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Risk Analysis     
Volume 38, Issue 6  Pages: 1105-1318  June 2018 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/15396924/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Risk Management and Healthcare Policy 
Volume 10, 2017 
https://www.dovepress.com/risk-management-and-healthcare-policy-archive56 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Science  
22 June 2018  Vol 360, Issue 6395 
http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl 
Editorial 
Emerging stem cell ethics 
By Douglas Sipp, Megan Munsie, Jeremy Sugarman 
Science22 Jun 2018 : 1275  
Summary 
It has been 20 years since the first derivation of human embryonic stem cells. That milestone 
marked the start of a scientific and public fascination with stem cells, not just for their biological 
properties but also for their potentially transformative medical uses. The next two decades of 
stem cell research animated an array of bioethical debates, from the destruction of embryos to 
derive stem cells to the creation of human-animal hybrids. Ethical tensions related to stem cell 
clinical translation and regulatory policy are now center stage and a topic of global discussion 
this week at the International Society for Stem Cell Research (ISSCR) annual meeting in 
Melbourne, Australia. Care must be taken to ensure that entry of stem cell–based products into 
the medical marketplace does not come at too high a human or monetary price. 
 
In Depth 
U.S. center will fight infections with viruses 
By Kelly Servick 
Science22 Jun 2018 : 1280-1281 Restricted Access 
Proving ground for phage therapy will organize full clinical trials of the approach. 
Summary 
In the fight against antibiotic-resistant infections, a decades-old approach based on bacteria-
slaying viruses called phages has been sidelined by technical hurdles, dogged by regulatory 
confusion, and largely ignored by drug developers in the West. But 2 years ago, researchers at 
the University of California, San Diego (UCSD), used phages to knock out an infection that 
nearly killed a colleague. Propelled by that success and a handful of others since, UCSD is now 
launching a clinical center to refine phage treatments and help companies bring them to 
market. The center, a first in North America, aims to be a proving ground for a treatment that 
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has long been available in parts of Eastern Europe, but that still lacks the support of rigorous 
clinical trials. 
 
Policy Forum 
Combating deforestation: From satellite to intervention 
By Matt Finer, Sidney Novoa, Mikaela J. Weisse, Rachael Petersen, Joseph Mascaro, Tamia 
Souto, Forest Stearns, Raúl García Martinez 
Science22 Jun 2018 : 1303-1305 Restricted Access 
Near–real-time monitoring and response are possible 
Summary 
Tropical forests are critically important for human livelihoods, climate stability, and biodiversity 
conservation but remain threatened (1). Recent years have seen major strides in documenting 
historical and annual tropical forest loss with satellites (2). Now, a convergence of satellite 
technologies and analytical capabilities makes it increasingly possible to monitor deforestation in 
near real time, on the scale of days, weeks, or months, rather than years (3, 4). This advance 
creates greater potential for near–real-time action as well and could play a key role in achieving 
local, national, and international forest, biodiversity, and climate policy goals, as there is a 
global imperative to address deforestation. Challenges remain, however, to attaining effective 
policy action based on the new technology. On the basis of lessons learned from pioneering 
work in Brazil and Peru, we suggest at least two key factors for successfully linking the technical 
and policy realms. On the technical side, it is critical to capitalize on continually improving 
satellite technology to better detect, understand, and prioritize deforestation events. On the 
policy side, institution building, along with related civil-society engagement, is needed to 
facilitate effective action within complex government frameworks. We outline a five-step 
protocol for near–real-time tropical deforestation monitoring, with the goal of bridging the gap 
between technology and policy. 
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[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Stanford Social Innovation Review 
Spring 2018  Volume 16, Number 2  
https://ssir.org/issue/spring_2018 
   When the founder and long-time leader of an organization is replaced by someone new, it’s 
generally thought that the founder should make a complete break so that there isn’t any 
confusion about who is in control. But recent research by The Bridgespan Group suggests that 
in the nonprofit world that may not be the best approach.  
Philanthropy & Funding 
The Civic Science Imperative  
By Elizabeth Good Christopherson, Dietram A. Scheufele & Brooke Smith  
   Philanthropy has a vital role to play in building a culture of “civic science,” in which scientists 
take active roles as citizens and citizens engage with scientific research. 
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Tropical Medicine & International Health 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
UN Chronicle 
Vol. LV No. 1 2018   March 2018  
http://unchronicle.un.org/ 
The Quest for Water 
   “The Quest for Water” focuses on ensuring availability and sustainable management of water 
for all. The articles explore important issues such as ecosystems in the global water cycle and 
the role of gender and social inclusion in achieving the water-related goals and targets. This 
issue of the digital magazine of the UN system “buoys” the launch of the International Decade 
for Action, “Water for Sustainable Development” 
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World Heritage Review  
http://whc.unesco.org/en/review/84/ 
n°87 - May 2018 
World Heritage and illicit trade  
   The illicit trafficking of cultural objects depletes cultures of their identity and contributes to 
lucrative unlawful trade, which helps to finance terrorism and organized crime. It is a problem 
that has been growing surreptitiously across the globe. As just one example, since 2011, 
approximately 25 per cent of Syria’s archaeological sites have been pillaged. Objects from 
conflict regions, including from Iraq, Syria, Libya, Yemen and Mali are circulating on the black 
market and are already in unscrupulous hands. 
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