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::::::  
:::::: 
 
Philanthropy - ODA 
 
Private Philanthropy for Development 
OECD 
Published on March 23, 2018 :: 135 pages 
Read link: http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/deliver/fulltext?itemId=/content/book/9789264085190-
en&mimeType=freepreview&redirecturl=http://www.keepeek.com/Digital-Asset-
Management/oecd/development/private-philanthropy-for-development_9789264085190-
en&isPreview=true 
Overview   
   Philanthropy’s role in advancing sustainable development attracts a lot of attention. This 
report calls into question long-held assumptions about the volume, nature and potential of 
foundations’ engagement in developing countries, and the role they can play to support the 
SDGs. It presents ground-breaking data and analysis that capture previously non-existent global 
and comparable quantitative and qualitative data on how foundations support development. 
   The report examines philanthropic resource flows for development purposes, as well as 
foundations’ priorities, practices and partnering behaviours. It presents fresh perspectives and 
action-oriented recommendations to optimise philanthropy’s role in support of sustainable 
development… 
 
Press Release 
Private philanthropy funding for development modest compared to public aid, but 
its potential impact is high, says OECD 
[Editor’s text bolding] 
23/03/2018 - Though philanthropic flows are relatively modest compared to official 
development assistance (ODA), their contribution is substantial in certain sectors, according to a 
new OECD report. For the first time, Private Philanthropy for Development uses 
global, comparable data to analyse how private foundations are supporting 
development. 
 
The report is based on a survey conducted by the OECD, in collaboration with the Global 
Network of Foundations Working for Development (netFWD) and applies OECD-DAC statistical 
reporting standards. The data is thus fully comparable to ODA flows. 
  
“Philanthropy is increasingly important in our efforts to achieve the SDGs, eradicate poverty and 
provide quality access to healthcare. But to harness its full potential, we need better data 
sharing, coordination and policy dialogue,” said OECD Chief of staff Gabriela Ramos while 
launching the report. “The OECD report Private Philanthropy for Development is a milestone in 
providing deeper understanding and greater transparency on how the philanthropic sector can 
best contribute to the global development agenda.” 
 
According to the report, private foundations provided USD 23.9 billion for development 
over 2013-15, corresponding to 5% of the amount given through ODA. Philanthropic 
flows from foundations provide substantial support to sectors such as health: in 2013-15, 
foundations were the third-largest source of financing for developing countries, following the 
United States government and the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria. 
 
The sources of philanthropic giving for developing countries are highly concentrated. Of the 143 
foundations included in the survey sample, the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation (BMGF) 

http://www.oecd.org/development/private-philanthropy-for-development-9789264085190-en.htm
http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/deliver/fulltext?itemId=/content/book/9789264085190-en&mimeType=freepreview&redirecturl=http://www.keepeek.com/Digital-Asset-Management/oecd/development/private-philanthropy-for-development_9789264085190-en&isPreview=true
http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/deliver/fulltext?itemId=/content/book/9789264085190-en&mimeType=freepreview&redirecturl=http://www.keepeek.com/Digital-Asset-Management/oecd/development/private-philanthropy-for-development_9789264085190-en&isPreview=true
http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/deliver/fulltext?itemId=/content/book/9789264085190-en&mimeType=freepreview&redirecturl=http://www.keepeek.com/Digital-Asset-Management/oecd/development/private-philanthropy-for-development_9789264085190-en&isPreview=true
http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/deliver/fulltext?itemId=/content/book/9789264085190-en&mimeType=freepreview&redirecturl=http://www.keepeek.com/Digital-Asset-Management/oecd/development/private-philanthropy-for-development_9789264085190-en&isPreview=true
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/private-philanthropy-funding-for-development-modest-compared-to-public-aid-but-its-potential-impact-is-high.htm
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/private-philanthropy-funding-for-development-modest-compared-to-public-aid-but-its-potential-impact-is-high.htm
http://www.oecd.org/development/private-philanthropy-for-development-9789264085190-en.htm


   

 

was by far the most significant philanthropic donor, providing 49% of total giving in 
support of development. Additionally, 81% of the total philanthropic giving during 
2013-15 came from only 20 foundations. 
 
Almost three quarters of giving originated from foundations based in the United 
States, largely due to the BMGF’s share of funding. Other top countries for philanthropic 
funding for development are the United Kingdom (7%), the Netherlands (5%), Switzerland 
(2%), Canada (2%) and the United Arab Emirates (2%). 
 
The report finds that 67% of philanthropic giving goes to middle-income countries 
such as India (7% of the total), Nigeria, Mexico, China and South Africa. Only a third 
of the country-allocable funding benefited the least-developed countries (28%).  
 
In addition, 97% of philanthropic giving was implemented through large, 
established intermediary institutions, most often international organisations and 
non-governmental-organisations (NGOs), such as Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance; the 
World Health Organization (WHO); PATH International; the United Nations 
Children’s Fund (UNICEF); or Rotary International. 
 
Most foundations say they systematically engage with governments and donors – 67% and 
45%, respectively – when designing or implementing programmes and projects, contrary to 
previously-held belief. 
 
The report provides recommendations to further leverage global private philanthropy for 
development: 
:: Collaboration and dialogue: Foundations could seek closer co-ordination with 
governments and ODA-providers, especially in middle-income countries and in sectors such as 
health and education to avoid duplications. 
:: Enabling environment: Governments in developing countries could further strengthen the 
enabling environment for philanthropy by adopting or adapting existing regulation, from 
establishing a legal status clearly distinguishing foundations from Civil Society Organisations to 
possible tax incentives. 
:: New ways of engaging: The donor community could adopt more systematic approaches to 
engagement with foundations including the development of strategies acknowledging 
foundations’ financial and non-financial contribution to development, appointment of focal 
points responsible for developing and maintaining relations and working with foundations, staff 
exchange programmes between foundations and donor institutions and more flexible 
partnership models taking into account the constraints of smaller foundations. 
:: Data: Foundations could make better use of existing platforms at the global, regional and 
local levels to improve the transparency and availability of data on philanthropic giving in 
support of development. There are already many country-level and international reporting 
initiatives, such as the OECD DAC statistics on development finance (to which the BMGF and the 
United Postcode Lotteries already report), 360giving, Glasspockets and IATI. Networks such as 
the OECD’s netFWD, together with the Foundation Centre and WINGS, could encourage the 
philanthropic sector to further share information and help make data a global public good. 
  
Building on this research and existing dialogue, the OECD is setting up a Centre on Philanthropy 
to contribute to the global demand for more and better data and analysis on global philanthropy 
for development. The Centre will seek to bring together relevant efforts from existing research 
centres and projects, expand the OECD database, and provide research and analysis on global 
trends and impact of philanthropy for development in the context of the 2030 Agenda. 
 

http://www.oecd.org/development/philanthropy-centre/


   

 

:::::: 
::::::  
 
Human Rights/Development – Women’s Economic Inclusion  
 
Many Governments Take Steps to Improve Women’s Economic Inclusion, Although 
Legal Barriers Remain Widespread  
WORLD BANK PRESS RELEASE  
WASHINGTON, March 29, 2018 – Governments in 65 economies took steps to improve women’s 
economic inclusion, enacting 87 legal reforms in the past two years, says the World Bank 
Group’s Women, Business and Law 2018 report, released today.   
  
However, women continue to face widespread barriers, entrenched in laws, that keep them out 
of jobs and prevent them from owning a business by restricting their access to credit or control 
over marital property, says the biennial report, which now monitors 189 economies. For 
example, it finds that in 104 economies women are barred from working at night or in certain 
jobs in many areas, including manufacturing, construction, energy, agriculture, water and 
transportation. This negatively affects the choices of more than 2.7 billion women. 
 
Now in its 5th edition, the report introduces, for the first time, a scoring system of 0 to 100, to 
better inform the reform agenda. Scores are assigned to every monitored economy on each of 
the report’s seven indicators: accessing institutions, using property, getting a job, providing 
incentives to work, going to court, building credit, and protecting women from violence. 
 
While no economy gets the perfect score of 100 in all seven indicators, economies that perform 
well across the indicators include the United Kingdom, New Zealand and Spain. OECD high-
income economies generally have the highest average score across most indicators. 
Protecting women against violence, through laws against domestic violence and sexual 
harassment at work or in educational facilities, remains an area where much work is needed. Of 
the 189 economies examined, 45 do not have laws on domestic violence and 59 do not have 
laws against sexual harassment in employment. Overall, 21 economies receive a score of 0 in 
the protecting women from violence indicator. Many of these economies are located in Sub-
Saharan Africa and in the Middle East and North Africa. 
 
Although the vast majority of the economies monitored have laws establishing non-
discrimination in employment based on gender, only 76 mandate equal remuneration for work 
of equal value and 37 economies have no laws protecting pregnant workers from dismissal… 
 
Women, Business and the Law 
World Bank Group 
2018 :: 187 pages 
FOREWORD  
No economy can grow to its full potential unless both women and men participate fully. As half 
the world’s population, women have an equal role in driving economic growth.  
 
Women, Business and the Law 2018 is the fifth edition in a series of biennial reports measuring 
the legal obstacles to women who engage in economic activity around the world. Since the 
World Bank started this study a decade ago, our understanding has increased about how laws 
influence women’s decisions to start and run businesses or get jobs.  
 
The analysis draws on newly-collected data across seven indicators: accessing institutions, 
using property, getting a job, providing incentives to work, going to court, building credit, and 

http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2018/03/29/many-governments-take-steps-to-improve-womens-economic-inclusion-although-legal-barriers-remain-widespread
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2018/03/29/many-governments-take-steps-to-improve-womens-economic-inclusion-although-legal-barriers-remain-widespread
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/29498/9781464812521.pdf


   

 

protecting women from violence. The study expands coverage to 189 economies around the 
world.  
 
The data show the challenge many women face in the quest for economic opportunity. One 
hundred and four economies still prevent women from working in certain jobs, simply because 
they are women. In 59 economies there are no laws on sexual harassment in the workplace. 
And in 18 economies, husbands can legally prevent their wives from working.  
 
Social media movements…have highlighted the prevalence of sexual harassment and violence in 
the workplace. But in many places, women still have no legal recourse. And every day we learn 
about industries that pay women less than men for doing the same work.  
 
What actions can be taken to increase economic opportunity for women? How can governments 
improve labor market participation by their female citizens? Hard data helps answer these 
questions.  
 
By informing politicians about the legal obstacles to women’s economic opportunities, Women, 
Business and the Law makes a contribution towards promoting gender equality. The study 
celebrates the progress that has been made while emphasizing the work that remains to ensure 
equality of opportunity. 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Education 
 
UNESCO – New Report: How to Measure Equity in Education  
27/03/2018  
Methodologies and indicators to reveal the inequalities facing marginalized groups 
A new report shows how countries can measure the education progress of the most 
marginalized populations to ensure no one is left behind. Sustainable Development Goal 4 (SDG 
4) calls for inclusive and equitable quality education for all, spanning not only gender parity in 
learning but also equitable educational opportunities for persons with disabilities, indigenous 
peoples, disadvantaged children and others who are at risk of exclusion from education. Yet 
today, these groups are extremely difficult to track because they are often invisible in education 
data. 
 
The new Handbook on Measuring Equity in Education, produced by the UNESCO Institute for 
Statistics (UIS), the FHI 360 Education Policy Data Centre, Oxford Policy Management and the 
Research for Equitable Access and Learning (REAL) Centre at the University of Cambridge, 
provides practical guidance on the calculation and interpretation of indicators designed to target 
the most disadvantaged groups. It is intended for anyone involved in the measurement and 
monitoring of equity in education, especially those concerned with national policymaking. It 
addresses the current knowledge gaps and provides a conceptual framework to measure equity 
in learning, drawing on examples of equity measurement across 75 national education systems. 
 
The handbook explains what it means to measure equity in learning, recognising that equity 
itself is a political issue and cannot be isolated from political choices. It focuses on two key 
principles – impartiality and equality of condition.  
 
Impartiality zooms in on the idea that it is unfair to discriminate by characteristics such as 
gender, wealth or ethnicity when it comes to the distribution of education. Measures of 

http://uis.unesco.org/en/news/new-report-how-measure-equity-education
http://uis.unesco.org/en/topic/sustainable-development-goal-4
http://uis.unesco.org/en/topic/sustainable-development-goal-4
http://uis.unesco.org/sites/default/files/documents/handbook-measuring-equity-education-2018-en.pdf
http://uis.unesco.org/
https://www.fhi360.org/projects/education-policy-and-data-center-epdc
http://www.opml.co.uk/
https://www.educ.cam.ac.uk/centres/real/


   

 

impartiality quantify the extent to which an educational input or outcome differs by such 
characteristics. 
 
Equality of condition focuses on the dispersion of education in the population, without regard 
for differences between groups. While perfect equality of condition in education outcomes 
might not be possible or desirable, wide or growing gaps between the least and most educated 
are likely to be a cause for concern. 
 
The handbook introduces visualization and measurement techniques related to impartiality and 
equality of condition, the requirements for the use of underlying data to measure both, and the 
advantages and disadvantages of each technique for generating insights into the magnitude 
and nature of any inequality. It provides solid examples of national efforts to track progress 
towards equity in both educational access and learning, highlighting positive country examples 
and stressing the need to include a wider range of dimensions of disadvantage in education 
plans. 
 
Allocating education funding more equitably 
Finally, the handbook examines government spending on education to reveal who benefits, who 
misses out, and how resources could be redistributed to promote equity. It points out that in 
many countries, the children and young people who are the hardest to reach are often the last 
to benefit from government spending. It is simply more expensive to ensure their quality 
education, given the cost of measures to tackle the root causes of their disadvantage, from 
poverty to discrimination – and this should inform the distribution of resources. 
 
While equal funding means the same amount of money for each student or school, equitable 
funding means additional resources for the most disadvantaged children to ensure that every 
child can enjoy the same educational opportunities. As the handbook argues, progress towards 
SDG 4 demands the equitable distribution of resources within education systems, with the most 
disadvantaged receiving the largest share of government resources, and paying the smallest 
share from their own pockets.  
 
The new handbook has been inspired by the urgent need to position educational equity at the 
heart of global, national and local agendas to promote access and learning for all children, 
young people and adults.  With countries under pressure to deliver data on an unprecedented 
scale, the handbook also recognises that no country can do this alone, making a strong case for 
greater cooperation and support across governments, donors and civil society. 
 
 
Handbook on Measuring Equity in Education 
UNESCO Institute for Statistics (UIS), the FHI 360 Education Policy Data Centre, Oxford Policy 
Management and the Research for Equitable Access and Learning (REAL) Centre at the 
University of Cambridge 
2018 :: 142 pages 
[excerpt] 
6. Concluding remarks p.127  
Drawing on the lessons learned from addressing these gaps, the handbook presents the 
following key messages:  
1. A conceptual understanding of equity is needed to be clear about what we are measuring 
and why we are measuring equity in education.  
 
2. There are a variety of equity metrics which could be used with education indicators, and 
many indicators have important properties which are relevant to the study of equity in 

http://uis.unesco.org/sites/default/files/documents/handbook-measuring-equity-education-2018-en.pdf
http://uis.unesco.org/
https://www.fhi360.org/projects/education-policy-and-data-center-epdc
http://www.opml.co.uk/
http://www.opml.co.uk/
https://www.educ.cam.ac.uk/centres/real/


   

 

education. However, some of these are not easy to communicate to policymakers and 
stakeholders in education, who therefore need guidance from statisticians and other experts so 
that all meaningful indicators can inform the national planning processes.  
 
3. Impartiality approaches to equity have been the most widely adopted in national education 
plans. However, measures related to minimum standards and redistribution are also included in 
the SDG 4 indicator framework and can be used to track progress for sub-groups of the 
population.75  
 
4. National education plans need to include a wider range of measures of equity in access and 
learning that go beyond gender. It is also important for plans to identify how intersecting 
disadvantages may hinder progress towards access and learning. Gender disparities are 
compounded, for example, by poverty, geographical location and disability. 
 
5. While there has been some progress towards including dimensions of equity for tracking 
progress in access to primary school and, to some extent, to secondary school, there is still a 
need for improved metrics of equity in learning at all levels of education.  
 
6. It is necessary to measure equity in learning for children both in and out of school, since 
those out of school are likely to be at the greatest educational disadvantage.  
 
7. A strong emphasis on measuring equity in access and learning from the early years is needed 
so that initial inequalities can be identified and targeted as early as possible.  
 
8. Current progress in education cannot be tracked for the most disadvantaged groups unless 
there is a strong emphasis on improving educational management and information systems 
(EMIS) on access and learning, and to link these data to existing household surveys, which 
contain information about the socioeconomic and demographic characteristics of children, youth 
and adults.  
 
9. Merely measuring equity in education is not enough. Systems of education also need to 
adopt equitable strategies involving redistribution of education funding, allocation of teachers 
and resources, as well as targeted approaches to raising learning 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Heritage Stewardship  
 
Editor’s Note: 
We recognize the continuing important work of the ICC in bringing to justice individuals charged 
with war crimes, crimes against humanity, and destruction of cultural heritage as below. 
  
31 March 2018 
Situation in Mali: Al Hassan Ag Abdoul Aziz Ag Mohamed Ag Mahmoud surrendered 
to the ICC on charges of crimes against humanity and war crimes in Timbuktu 
Today, 31 March 2018, Mr Al Hassan Ag Abdoul Aziz Ag Mohamed Ag Mahmoud 
("Mr Al Hassan") was surrendered to the International Criminal Court ("ICC", "Court") by the 
Malian authorities and arrived at the Court's detention centre in the Netherlands. Mr Al Hassan 
is suspected, according to a warrant of arrest issued by Pre-Trial Chamber I of the ICC on 27 
March 2018, of war crimes and crimes against humanity allegedly committed in 2012 and 2013 
in Timbuktu, Mali… 

https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=pr1376
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=pr1376


   

 

 
According to the arrest warrant, Mr Al Hassan, a Malian national born on 19 September 1977 in 
the community of Hangabera, about 10 kilometres north of Goundam in the region of Timbuktu, 
Mali, and belonging to the Tuareg/Tamasheq tribe Kel Ansar, was a member of Ansar Eddine 
and de facto chief of Islamic police. He is also alleged to have been involved in the work of the 
Islamic court in Timbuktu and to have participated in executing its decisions. Mr Al Hassan is 
further alleged to have taken part in the destruction of the mausoleums of Muslim saints in 
Timbuktu using Islamic police forces in the field, and to have participated in the policy of forced 
marriages which victimized the female inhabitants of Timbuktu and led to repeated rapes and 
the sexual enslavement of women and girls… 
 
30 March 2018 
Statement of ICC Prosecutor, Fatou Bensouda, following the arrest and transfer of 
Mr Al Hassan Ag Abdoul Aziz Ag Mohamed Ag Mahmoud, a suspect in the Mali 
situation: “We remain steadfast in the pursuit of our mandate under the Rome 
Statute”  
The arrest and transfer of the suspect, Mr Al Hassan Ag Abdoul Aziz Ag Mohamed Ag Mahmoud 
("Al Hassan") to the custody of the ICC sends a strong message to all those, wherever they are, 
who commit crimes which shock the conscience of humanity that my Office remains steadfast in 
the pursuit of its mandate under the Rome Statute.   
 
I hope that it equally signals to Mali our commitment and resolve to do right by that mandate, 
and what we can to address the untold suffering inflicted upon the Malian population and what 
they hold dear as a people.  
  
Today's development follows the decision of Pre-Trial Chamber I issued under-seal on 27 March 
2018, rendered public on 31 March 2018, after its independent assessment of my application 
for a warrant of arrest against Mr Al Hassan filed on 20 March 2018.  
 
On the basis of the evidence gathered, my Office alleges that Mr Al Hassan committed crimes 
against humanity and war crimes in Timbuktu, Mali, between April 2012 and January 2013. The 
charges against him are representative of the criminality and resulting victimization of the 
population during this period.   
 
More specifically, Mr Al Hassan is allegedly responsible for the crimes against humanity 
of persecution on both religious and gender grounds; rape and sexual slavery committed in the 
context of forced marriages; torture and other inhuman acts intentionally causing great 
suffering, or serious injury to body or to mental or physical health. 
 
Mr Al Hassan is also alleged to bear responsibility for the war crimes of cruel treatment and 
torture; outrages upon personal dignity, in particular humiliating and degrading treatment; 
rape and sexual slavery; attacks intentionally directed against buildings dedicated to religion 
and historic monuments, and the passing of sentences without previous judgement pronounced 
by a regularly constituted court, affording all judicial guarantees which are generally recognized 
as indispensable… 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Governance 
 

https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=180331-otp-stat-mali
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=180331-otp-stat-mali
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=180331-otp-stat-mali
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=180331-otp-stat-mali
https://www.icc-cpi.int/itemsDocuments/CR2018_01863_FRA.PDF


   

 

Behavioural Insights for Public Integrity – Harnessing the Human Factor to Counter 
Corruption 
OECD - Public Governance Reviews 
27 Mar 2018 :: 64 pages  
ISBN: 9789264297067 (PDF) 
Abstract 
At the core of integrity is a human choice. Behavioural research reveals two determinants of 
integrity: the internal dynamics of how individuals make moral decisions and how these 
decisions are shaped and influenced by other people. This report describes how behavioural  
 
::::::  
 
Hewlett Foundation announces $10 million commitment to support research on U.S. 
democracy’s digital disinformation problem 
March 28, 2018  
   MENLO PARK, Calif. – The William and Flora Hewlett Foundation announced today that, 
following a yearlong exploration, it will devote $10 million over the next two years toward 
grappling with the growing problem that digital disinformation poses for U.S. democracy.  
 
Focusing primarily on the role of social media, the new funding commitment will support high-
quality research to help improve decisions made by leaders in the technology sector as well as 
government and civil society advocates. The effort is one part of the foundation’s “Madison 
Initiative,” founded in 2013 to strengthen the values, norms and institutions of U.S. democracy 
in a polarized era. 
 
“The Hewlett Foundation’s efforts have been focused on improving the performance of 
democratic institutions, especially Congress. Meanwhile, a ceaseless stream of misinformation is 
eroding trust in those institutions and eating away at the very idea of our shared political 
community,” said Hewlett Foundation President Larry Kramer. “Progress in repairing institutions 
will not matter if citizens are misinformed about what has been done, misled about why, and 
deceived about whether democracy can work at all.”… 
 
The new commitment will support three lines of research: 
  :: Explanatory research that increases understanding of the current problem, including 
examining the supply of disinformation, how it spreads across different technology platforms 
and its effect on people’s political knowledge, beliefs and actions. 
   :: Experimental research that helps examine potential solutions, by testing what actions can 
reduce disinformation’s negative impact on individuals or how high-quality content can be 
elevated. 
   :: Ethical, legal and technical research that examines the practical and philosophical 
considerations in addressing digital disinformation, including how well norms around privacy 
and free speech are bearing up in the digital age, the incentives for voluntary regulation and 
the role of government including agencies such as the FEC, FTC, FCC and others. 
 
The foundation’s decision to fund a robust, multidisciplinary research agenda focused on social 
media platforms and disinformation follows a yearlong exploration that engaged leading data 
scientists, political scientists, technology company representatives, civil society advocates, and 
other funders including through multiple convenings and an in-depth, independent review of the 
academic literature. The foundation plans to support a small number of grantees with larger 
grants to advance the broader field of researchers, advocates and decision-makers. 
 
::::::  

https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/governance/behavioural-insights-for-public-integrity_9789264297067-en
https://www.hewlett.org/newsroom/hewlett-foundation-announces-10-million-commitment-support-research-u-s-democracys-digital-disinformation-problem/
https://www.hewlett.org/newsroom/hewlett-foundation-announces-10-million-commitment-support-research-u-s-democracys-digital-disinformation-problem/
https://www.hewlett.org/newsroom/hewlett-foundation-announces-10-million-commitment-support-research-u-s-democracys-digital-disinformation-problem/
https://www.hewlett.org/newsroom/hewlett-foundation-announces-10-million-commitment-support-research-u-s-democracys-digital-disinformation-problem/
https://mediaimpactfunders.org/new-mifhewlett-foundation-webinars-explore-how-funders-can-fight-misinformation/
https://www.hewlett.org/library/social-media-political-polarization-political-disinformation-review-scientific-literature/


   

 

:::::: 
 
Human Rights to Health – Equitable Access 
 
Editor’s Note: 
We include the full text of this important commitment to helping assure access to healthcare 
interventions released by Wellcome Trust. We anticipate that it could – and should – inform 
commitments and reporting by other funders, development organizations ad commercial 
entities. 
 
Wellcome's approach to equitable access to healthcare interventions 
This statement outlines Wellcome’s approach to maximising access to healthcare interventions 
for people worldwide, with a focus on low- and middle-income countries (LMICs). 
27 March 2018 
The statement covers our approach within our funding and policy work, and will guide us when 
considering new ideas and opportunities.  
 
It is intentionally high level – more detail on implementation is provided in complementary 
policy papers and contractual mechanisms. 
 
Context 
The UN Sustainable Development Goals (opens in a new tab), which support the 
implementation of universal health coverage by 2030, recognise that more equitable and timely 
access to health interventions such as medicines, vaccines, diagnostics and therapies is an 
important driver of good health and improved lives.  
 
Currently, access to healthcare is not equitable. According to the World Health Organization, 30 
per cent of the world’s population, and over 50 per cent of the population in parts of Africa and 
Asia, do not have regular access to essential medicines. Around 2 billion people lack access to 
life-changing medicines and other interventions.  
 
Recent years have seen significant progress, made through collaboration between different 
actors and using various mechanisms and business models. These include equitable pricing, 
more flexible approaches to intellectual property (IP), product development partnerships, 
increased donor funding, more efficient procurement, and effective advocacy by civil society. 
They have significantly increased the range of interventions available and the number of people 
who can access them.  
 
However, there is much more to do. The barriers to equitable access are many and varied. 
They include inadequate healthcare systems, lack of infrastructure, funding gaps, pricing 
practices, and sub-optimal regulatory and procurement processes. IP is also a barrier if rights 
are not secured and managed in a manner that enables equitable access. To overcome these 
barriers, stakeholders must be committed to action and working together.  
 
Wellcome will lead efforts to deliver equitable access. It is our mission and obligation to 
maximise the public benefit delivered from our funding. This will only be achieved if the 
interventions we fund reach those who need them.  
 
Our role 
Wellcome already makes an important contribution to access. We spend around £1 billion each 
year supporting some 14,000 researchers in over 70 countries to advance ideas, drive reform 
and support innovation to improve health. We also partner with others to fund new approaches. 

https://wellcome.ac.uk/wellcomes-approach-equitable-access-healthcare-interventions
http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/


   

 

These include CEPI (opens in a new tab) (the Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations), 
which finances and coordinates the development of new vaccines to prevent and contain 
infectious disease epidemics, and CARB-X (opens in a new tab), which aims to accelerate the 
development of new antimicrobials. 
 
We will do more through our funding, advocacy and direct activities. Across the public and 
private sectors, and in civil society, we will work with others where they have greater expertise 
or impact, for example in healthcare infrastructure and funding. Our approach will be applied 
globally across Wellcome’s activities, but with a focus on initiatives that will particularly benefit 
vulnerable populations in LMICs. 
 
We recognise that levels of access, barriers and the rate of change possible will vary 
significantly between different countries and regions. So, we will adopt approaches tailored to 
specific diseases, technologies and geographies. 
 
To accelerate equitable access, we will work throughout the product development life cycle – 
from discovery, development and manufacturing to the scaling up of health interventions and 
health systems. This will ensure that interventions are fit for purpose for different settings and 
available for different populations to purchase and use.  
 
Our principles 
To broaden vulnerable populations’ access to new and existing high-quality interventions, 
products whose development we support must be affordable, appropriate, adapted and 
available, particularly in LMICs.  
 
We will achieve this through four key principles: 
1. Support sustainable access and innovation 
   :: To improve global health, we must improve existing interventions and find new ones that 
address unmet needs, and then provide timely access to them. Our policies and processes will 
support innovation and access, to ensure both can be secured on a long-term, sustainable 
basis.  
  :: To enable the development of new interventions for vulnerable populations, we will ensure 
that our funding conditions incentivise needs-based research and support a vibrant global 
research environment, including in LMICs. 
   : We will work with producers, policy makers and procurers to encourage approaches to 
registration, quality of medicines, pricing and use of IP that incentivise innovation and increase 
timely access. 
 
2. Foster collaboration and partnership 
   :: Sustainable innovation and access requires different mechanisms and cooperation between 
a range of stakeholders. We will collaborate with others to explore and generate new ideas and 
funding models.  
   :: When we collaborate, we will make clear our expectation that the products that we fund 
will be affordable and quickly accessible. We will expect our partners to share this commitment 
and help deliver it through different approaches. 
 
3. Be flexible and pragmatic 
  :: Our approach to achieving broader global access will be proportionate and tailored. We will 
take into account the nature of each award and awardee, the stage of development and 
potential future health benefits.  
   :: We will work with awardees to agree specific, proportionate and equitable access 
commitments that are appropriate for them and the stage of development of the intervention. 

http://cepi.net/
http://www.carb-x.org/


   

 

This will ensure that any contractual obligations fairly reward the awardee as well as optimise 
access. 
   :: We do not believe that a one-size-fits-all model is the best way to achieve progress. It will 
be important to adopt different models and approaches for different product areas and 
geographies.  
   :: We want to make existing interventions more usable and accessible in LMICs. As well as 
supporting innovation to do this, we will seek to replicate existing successes and embed good 
practice, such as generic entry and patent pooling. 
 
4. Promote transparency to support innovation and access to products 
   :: We support the appropriate sharing of information to encourage innovation and broaden 
equitable, timely access. This will create a better shared understanding of the relationship 
between the costs of research and development, the price of products and appropriate levels of 
return.  
   :: We expect our researchers to manage research outputs in a way that will achieve the 
greatest health benefit. They should make outputs, including software, products and materials, 
widely available and should publish in open-access journals. This will ensure that other 
researchers can verify the work and build on it to advance knowledge and make health 
improvements. Products that emerge directly from research supported by Wellcome should 
similarly achieve the greatest health benefit.  
   :: We will share information about the status of product registration, the impact of products 
(such as the amount of product delivered or number of people benefitting) and other non-
sensitive elements of the agreements and access plans agreed between Wellcome and the 
organisations we fund. 
   :: We will maintain the confidentiality of information that, if released, could disincentivise 
potential partners and deter innovation. This could include the cost structure of the 
interventions we fund and specific access provisions set in award agreements. 
   : We will report annually on the implementation of this approach and its outputs and impacts. 
 
Our approach 
We will use a range of tools to promote equitable and timely access, tailored to the nature of 
the funding, products and organisations involved. 
 
Contractual mechanisms 
Contractual mechanisms will be used on a case-by-case basis for those we fund and may 
include: 
   :: Requesting or requiring that awardees have an appropriate and proportionate global access 
plan that covers registration targets, plans to meet demand, flexible approaches to IP and other 
strategies that reflect ability to pay and ensure that economic barriers to access are low.  
  :: Tailored revenue-sharing arrangements to reward organisations that help deliver our access 
ambitions. 
   :: Stewardship plans outlining how to achieve the optimal use of an intervention, including, 
for example, how to avoid the misuse, overuse or abuse of antimicrobials and pain medicines. 
 
Appropriate application of IP 
   :: To improve health and support the sustainability of projects we fund, the management of 
IP rights by the awardholder should incentivise innovation and support equitable access to it, 
being clear that different settings require different approaches.   
  :: IP management will not preclude the ability to secure commercial rewards. Awardees may 
receive private benefit from exploiting Wellcome-funded IP, provided that health improvement 
remains the primary outcome and as long as the benefit is necessary, reasonable and 
proportionate, in line with UK charity law. 



   

 

   :: We will respect our awardees’ and third parties’ IP rights, which we expect to be applied 
appropriately to deliver public health benefit. If we believe that IP developed using Wellcome 
funding is being used in a way that restricts health benefit, then we will work with the rights 
holder to ensure that the relevant IP is used appropriately. This might include not seeking or 
enforcing patents in low-income countries, voluntary licensing with broad geographic scope in 
middle-income countries, and patent pooling. In exceptional circumstances, such as IP being 
shelved or not taken forward for any reason, we will consider accessing the unexploited IP to 
deliver benefit in unserved countries.  
 
Advocacy 
:: We will be an active advocate for global innovation and access. We will develop policies, 
convene and participate in meetings and workshops, lead studies and collaborate with others. 
We will encourage other stakeholders to adopt holistic approaches to deliver access globally and 
to build global norms and systems that address that goal.  
 
Conclusion 
Too many people around the world lack access to essential medical interventions and 
knowledge. The approach outlined in this statement will allow Wellcome to maximise the impact 
of our funding, partnerships and policy work to increase timely equitable access and contribute 
to the goal of universal health coverage. 
 
We will support research that delivers improvements in health and healthcare delivery. We are 
committed to enabling everyone, particularly vulnerable populations in LMICs, to have access to 
the life-changing benefits research delivers.  
 
::::::  
 
What this means for researchers we fund 
   We already expect our researchers to manage their research outputs in a way that will 
achieve the greatest health benefit. This means making outputs widely available and publishing 
in open access journals. 
   We set out what access good practice looks like for most of our grantholders in our 
intellectual property and patenting, Consent and revenue sharing agreement [DOC 165KB], and 
open access policies. 
   For Innovator Awards, we negotiate specific access conditions on a case-by-case basis. 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Yemen 
 
Security Council Press Statement on Yemen 
SC/13270 
28 March 2018 
The following Security Council press statement was issued today by Council President Karel Jan 
Gustaaf van Oosterom (Netherlands): 
 
The members of the Security Council condemned in the strongest possible terms the multiple 
Houthi missile attacks, including the use of ballistic missiles, targeting several cities of the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, including its capital Riyadh, on 25 March 2018, which threatened 
civilian areas and resulted in at least one fatality.  The members of the Security Council 
underlined that such attacks pose a serious national security threat to the Kingdom of Saudi 

https://wellcome.ac.uk/funding/managing-grant/policy-intellectual-property-and-patenting
https://wellcome.ac.uk/sites/default/files/template-standard-revenue-sharing-and-guidelines-for-exploitation-201707.doc
https://wellcome.ac.uk/funding/managing-grant/open-access-policy
https://wellcome.ac.uk/funding/innovator-awards
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sc13270.doc.htm


   

 

Arabia as well as a wider threat to regional security.  The members of the Council also 
expressed alarm at the stated intention of the Houthis to continue these attacks against Saudi 
Arabia, as well as to launch additional attacks against other States in the region. 
 
The members of the Security Council called on all Member States to fully implement all aspects 
of the arms embargo as required by the relevant Security Council resolutions, including 
resolution 2216 (2015), and in that regard expressed their grave concern at the reports of 
continuing violations of the arms embargo. 
 
The members of the Security Council expressed their grave concern at the continued 
deterioration of the humanitarian situation in Yemen and the devastating humanitarian impact 
of the conflict on civilians, and called on all parties to the conflict to allow and facilitate safe, 
rapid and unhindered humanitarian access. 
 
The members of the Security Council expressed grave distress at the level of violence in 
Yemen.  The members of the Security Council called upon all parties to comply with 
international humanitarian law. 
 
The members of the Security Council reiterated the need for all parties to return to dialogue as 
the only means of delivering a negotiated political settlement and engage constructively with 
the Special Envoy of the Secretary-General for Yemen, Martin Griffiths, with a view towards 
swiftly reaching a final and comprehensive agreement to end the conflict and address the 
ongoing humanitarian crisis. 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Emergencies 
 
POLIO   
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
Polio this week as of 28 March 2018 [GPEI] 
Summary of newly-reported viruses this week:  
Afghanistan: One new case of wild poliovirus type 1 (WPV1) has been confirmed this week, 
occurring in Kandahar province. One new WPV1 positive environmental sample has been 
reported in Kabul province. 
Pakistan: Two new WPV1 positive environmental samples have been reported, one in Sindh 
province, and one in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province. 
Somalia:  Confirmation of one new cVDPV2 positive environmental sample in Banadir province. 
This sample was advance notification last week. 
 
::::::  
 
Syria cVDPV2 outbreak situation report 38, 27 March 2018 
Situation update 27 March 2018 
:: No new cases of cVDPV2 have been reported in 2018. The most recent case (by date of 
onset of paralysis) is 21 September 2017 from Boukamal district, Deir Ez-Zor governorate. The 
total number of cVDPV2 cases remains 74. 
:: An independent outbreak response Review of the cVDPV2 outbreak in Syria is taking place 
this week. The review will look at the current epidemiological situation, the quality of 
immunization and surveillance response as well as the overall progress towards stopping the 
cVDPV2 transmission. 

http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
http://www.emro.who.int/images/stories/syria/WHO_UNICEF_Situation_Report_38_cVDPV2_outbreak_Syria_27_3_18.pdf?ua=1


   

 

:: On 17 March 2018, representatives from the Lebanon and Syria Ministries of Health held the 
first joint cross border coordination meeting focused on acute flaccid paralysis (AFP) 
surveillance. Recommendations were made to ensure close coordination on AFP case detection, 
with focus on Syrian populations in Lebanon and consistent exchange of information on cross 
border notified AFP cases. 
:: A two day meeting to discuss progress of immunization in Syria in 2017 was held in Amman, 
Jordan on 21 – 22 March. Representatives from WHO, UNICEF and GAVI discussed all 
immunization activities and the cVDPV2 outbreak response, including future support 
opportunities. 
:: Four fixed site vaccination centres have been established to ensure internally displaced 
persons (IDPs) moving from Ghouta receive polio vaccine alongside all other antigens. • A 

nationwide immunization round aiming to reach more than 2.4 million children aged less than 5 
years with bivalent OPV (bOPV) has concluded.  
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies  [to 31 March 2018] 
The Syrian Arab Republic  
:: Syria cVDPV2 outbreak situation report 38, 27 March 2018 
[See Polio above] 
 
Iraq  - No new announcements identified 
Nigeria  - No new announcements identified 
South Sudan - No new announcements identified. 
Yemen  - No new announcements identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies  [to 31 March 2018] 
Bangladesh/Myanmar: Rakhine Conflict 2017  - No new announcements identified … 
Cameroon  - No new announcements identified  
Central African Republic  - No new announcements identified. 
Democratic Republic of the Congo  - No new announcements identified. 
Ethiopia  - No new announcements identified. 
Libya - No new announcements identified. 
Niger  - No new announcements identified. 
Ukraine - No new announcements identified. 
 
WHO appeals for international community support; warns of grave health risks to 
Rohingya refugees in rainy season 
SEAR/PR/1684 
Dhaka, 29 March 2018: With a grossly underfunded health sector grappling to meet the needs 
of 1.3 million Rohingyas in Bangladesh’s Cox’s Bazar, the World Health Organization has 
appealed to the international community to contribute generously to enable appropriate and 
timely health services to this highly vulnerable population, now facing grave risks to their lives 
and health in view of the coming rainy season. 
 
“This is one of the biggest humanitarian crisis in recent times. No single agency or the 
Government of Bangladesh alone can meet the massive health needs of such a large population 
group. The Rohingya population are settled in an area that is prone to cyclone, and a terrain 
that would be flooded as soon as rains begin. The risk of outbreak of life threatening water and 

http://www.who.int/hac/donorinfo/g3_contributions/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/syr/en/index.html
http://www.emro.who.int/images/stories/syria/WHO_UNICEF_Situation_Report_38_cVDPV2_outbreak_Syria_27_3_18.pdf?ua=1
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/irq/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/hac/crises/nga/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/ssd/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/yem/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/hac/donorinfo/g3_contributions/en/
http://www.who.int/hac/crises/mmr/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/cmr/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/caf/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/cod/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/eth/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/lby/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/ner/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/ukr/en/index.html
http://www.searo.who.int/mediacentre/releases/2018/1684/en/
http://www.searo.who.int/mediacentre/releases/2018/1684/en/


   

 

vector borne diseases under such conditions is huge,” said Dr Poonam Khetrapal Singh, 
Regional Director, World Health Organization South-East Asia, at a meeting of partners here.  
 
Coordinating the work of over a 100 partners on the ground along with the Ministry of Health, 
WHO has facilitated the contingency plan for the rainy season and coordinated a simulation 
around it. The plan aims at continuity of health services during rains and floods to minimize the 
risk of disease and deaths among the affected population. All 207 health facilities in the area 
have been assessed for vulnerability during rains, following which nearly 25% of them are being 
relocated.  

Another cholera and measles vaccination campaign is being planned in April as a 
preventive measure for the vulnerable population. Earlier, 900,000 doses of cholera 
vaccine were administered to the refugees and their host communities, in addition 
to two vaccination campaigns for measles and three for diphtheria which concluded 
earlier this week with WHO support. 

WHO is prepositioning medicines, medical supplies and equipment for the rainy season. Since 
the start of the Rohingya crisis, WHO has provided over 120 tons of supplies and logistics 
support to partners. WHO continues to provide critical technical support such as surveillance for 
epidemic prone and other diseases, collecting and sharing of information and data to enable the 
health sector take timely preventive / response measures and conducting preparedness 
trainings for the upcoming monsoons. 

“However, much of the health sector’s capacity to respond depends on availability of 
resources,” Dr Khetrapal Singh, who visited the Rohingya camps earlier in the week, said. The 
rainy season is almost here, the sooner the health sector gets the funds it needs, the better 
would be its ability to scale up services to quickly and adequately respond to health needs of 
the refugees. 

Besides risks posed by floods and rain, the vulnerable population would need continued services 
for reproductive, maternal and child health, for communicable and non-communicable diseases, 
as well as psychosocial support, the Regional Director said.  

Earlier in Cox’s Bazar, Dr Khetrapal Singh visited the warehouse where WHO has prepositioned 
supplies. She observed diphtheria vaccination campaign, inaugurated a fixed immunization site 
where children were being administered routine immunization, and visited a primary health 
centre and a diphtheria treatment centre run by Samaritan's Purse. 

WHO has appealed for 16.5 million USD from partners to facilitate its continued support to the 
Rohingya response in 2018, which is part of the 113.1 million USD being sought by all health 
partners together under the Joint Response Plan for the Rohingya crisis. 

:::::: 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – L3 Emergencies 
The UN and its humanitarian partners are currently responding to three 'L3' emergencies. This 
is the global humanitarian system's classification for the response to the most severe, large-
scale humanitarian crises.  
DRC   
:: Humanitarian Conference on the DRC (13 April 2018) 

https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/drc
https://www.unocha.org/humanitarian-conference


   

 

   OCHA, the Kingdom of the Netherlands, the United Arab Emirates and the European Union 
are hosting a Humanitarian Conference on the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) on Friday 
13 April 2018, at the Palais des Nations in Geneva. 
 
Syrian Arab Republic  
:: Turkey | Syria: Situation in North-western Syria - Situation Report No.1 (as of 29 March 
2018) 27 Mar 2018  
:: Syrian Arab Republic: East Ghouta Displacement Situation Report No. 1 (26 March 2018)  
 
Yemen   
:: Yemen: Impact of the closure of seaports and airports on the humanitarian situation - 
Situation Update 3 | 23 November 2017 
 
Iraq   - No new announcements identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Corporate Emergencies 
When the USG/ERC declares a Corporate Emergency Response, all OCHA offices, branches and 
sections provide their full support to response activities both at HQ and in the field. 
Ethiopia   
:: Ethiopia Humanitarian Bulletin Issue 49 | 12 – 25 March 2019 
 
Rohinga Refugee Crisis   
:: ISCG Situation Report: Rohingya Refugee Crisis, Cox’s Bazar | 25 March 2018 
 
Somalia  
:: Humanitarian Bulletin Somalia, 30 March 2018 
…4.7 million children targeted in nationwide measles vaccination.  
   A nationwide campaign to protect Somali children against the deadly effects of measles has 
reached nearly 4.7 million of them. The campaign which was carried out by the Ministry of 
Health at the national and local levels and humanitarian partners, targeted children aged 
between six months and 10 years.  
…The first round of the Oral Cholera Vaccination campaign in Afmadow and Hudur was 
completed in March. 
 
Nigeria  - No new announcements identified. 
 

 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 

Agency/Government/IGO Watch 
We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for 
key media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on 
regional or global level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific 
coverage is limited. Please suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
 
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly  
[to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.un.org/en/unpress/ 
30 March 2018  
SC/13273 

https://www.unocha.org/syria
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/turkey-syria-situation-north-western-syria-situation-report-no1-29-march
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/turkey-syria-situation-north-western-syria-situation-report-no1-29-march
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-arab-republic-east-ghouta-displacement-situation-report-no-1-26
https://www.unocha.org/yemen
https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/yemen-impact-closure-seaports-and-airports-humanitarian-situation-situation-update-3-23
https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/yemen-impact-closure-seaports-and-airports-humanitarian-situation-situation-update-3-23
https://www.unocha.org/iraq
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/ethiopia
https://reliefweb.int/node/2530019
http://www.unocha.org/rohingya-refugee-crisis/
https://reliefweb.int/node/2535844
https://www.unocha.org/somalia
https://reliefweb.int/node/2536124
https://www.unocha.org/nigeria
http://www.un.org/en/unpress/


   

 

Security Council Members Condemn Killing of Palestinian Civilians in Clashes at 
Israel-Gaza Border after Peaceful Protest Turned Violent 
 
28 March 2018  
GA/PAL/1404 
Briefing Palestinian Rights Committee, Permanent Observer Urges Nations to Guard 
against ‘Creeping Danger’ of One-State Reality 
   The Permanent Observer of the State of Palestine today urged States to guard against the 
“creeping danger” of a one-State reality, as the Palestinian Rights Committee considered the 
situation on the ground in the territory occupied by Israel and the “destabilizing” impact of 
sharp humanitarian cuts by the United States. 
 
28 March 2018  
SC/13270 
Security Council Press Statement on Yemen 
   The following Security Council press statement was issued today by Council President Karel 
Jan Gustaaf van Oosterom (Netherlands): 
[See Week in Review for full text] 
 
28 March 2018  
SG/A/1797-BIO/5077-PA/24 
Secretary-General Appoints Rosemary A. DiCarlo of United States as Under-
Secretary-General for Political Affairs 
   United Nations Secretary-General António Guterres announced today the appointment of 
Rosemary DiCarlo of the United States, President of the National Committee on American 
Foreign Policy and Senior Fellow at the Jackson Institute for Global Affairs, Yale University, as 
Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs. 
 
28 March 2018  
SC/13268 
Quantum Leap in Collective Engagement Needed to Meet Serious Peacekeeping 
Challenges, Secretary-General Tells Security Council Open Debate 
   A “quantum leap in collective engagement” was needed to meet the serious challenges facing 
United Nations peacekeeping operations, particularly in its largest deployments, the Secretary-
General told the Security Council today in an open debate on improving the Organization’s 
flagship enterprise 
 
27 March 2018  
SC/13266 
Humanitarian Affairs Chief Calls on Parties in Syria to Allow Aid Delivery, as Security 
Council Reviews Implementation of Resolution 2401 (2018) 
   Intense fighting in besieged eastern Ghouta had claimed thousands of lives in the last few 
months alone, the top United Nations humanitarian official told the Security Council today, as 
he pressed parties to the wider conflict in Syria to implement resolution 2401 (2018) and allow 
unimpeded aid delivery throughout the country 
 
26 March 2018  
SC/13263 
Settlement Expansion, Jerusalem Embassy Decision Eroding Prospects for Peace in 
Middle East, Special Coordinator Tells Security Council 
   Developments on the ground could not be divorced from a backdrop of continued military 
occupation, regional turmoil and unilateral actions, the Special Coordinator for the Middle East 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sc13273.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sc13273.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/gapal1404.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/gapal1404.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sc13270.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sga1797.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sga1797.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sc13268.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sc13268.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sc13266.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sc13266.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sc13263.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sc13263.doc.htm


   

 

Peace Process told the Security Council today, expressing concern about actions that 
undermined peace. 
 
 
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 31 March 
2018] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true  
Selected Press Releases – “TOP NEWS” 
Statement by UN Human Rights Office on Venezuela jail deaths 
 
Belarus: UN expert calls for end to rights abuses and deplores State repression 
 
Turkey: UN report details extensive human rights violations during protracted state of 
emergency 
 
Brazil: UN experts alarmed by killing of Rio human rights defender who decried military 
intervention 
 
Niger: UN expert urges Government to swiftly adopt strategy on internal displacement  
 
International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, 21 March 2018 
 
UN rights expert decries desperate state of right to health in Occupied Palestinian Territory 
 
Poland must not further restrict sexual and reproductive health and rights, say UN experts 
 
 
Human Rights Council   [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/hrc/pages/hrcindex.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Committee on the Rights of the Child [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the sale and sexual exploitation of children 
 [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and 
Armed Conflict [to 31 March 2018] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest 
attainable standard of physical and mental health  [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22907&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22905&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22853&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22853&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22901&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22901&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22903&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22862&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22854&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22882&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/hrc/pages/hrcindex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx
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No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in 
Conflict [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN OCHA [to 31 March 2018] 
https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases 
Selected Press Releases 
29 March 2018 
The Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) allocates US $ 6.8 million to address urgent 
needs among newly arrived refugees and their host communities in the south of Chad 
   
Eleven facts about the Yemen crisis 
 
Assistant-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Deputy Emergency Relief Coordinator, 
Ursula Mueller, Remarks at Member States Briefing on the Central African Republic 
 
27 March 2018 
Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, Mark 
Lowcock: Statement to the Security Council on the humanitarian situation in Syria (27 March 
2018) 
 
 
Centre for Humanitarian Data/HDX  [to 31 March 2018] 
https://centre.humdata.org/ 
29 March 2018 
An Overview Of Education Data On HDX 
   The Centre for Humanitarian Data has a new partnership with the Education Above All (EAA) 
Foundation to improve access to data on education in emergencies. The EAA Foundation 
through its Protect Education in Insecurity and Conflict (PEIC) programme aims to promote and 
protect safe access to quality education in challenging environments. 
   The Centre will be working with EAA and education-focused partners to share data through 
the Humanitarian Data Exchange (HDX) and to expand the Humanitarian Exchange Language 
(HXL) to include education-specific tags. Our focus on education data is part of a sector-by-
sector approach to bringing all relevant data together to inform humanitarian response efforts. 
 
 
UNICEF  [to 31 March 2018] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/ 
Selected Press Releases 
Multiple earthquakes in Papua New Guinea leave children traumatized: UNICEF 
   PORT MORESBY, 28 March 2018 – One month after a series of earthquakes of magnitude 5-
7.5 hit four Highlands provinces of Papua New Guinea, children are still in shock and suffering 
significant trauma and stress which could have negative consequences to their long-term well-
being, UNICEF said today.  
 
UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador David Beckham visits Indonesia to meet children 
tackling violence and bullying in the classroom  
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   SEMARANG/LONDON/NEW YORK, 28 MARCH 2018 – UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador David 
Beckham travelled to Indonesia this week to meet children who have experienced classroom 
violence and bullying, and to see how 7: The David Beckham UNICEF Fund is supporting anti-
bullying programmes in schools.  
 
In Yemen, children’s education devastated after three years of escalating conflict 
   SANA'A, 27 March 2018 – Nearly half a million children have dropped out of school since the 
2015 escalation of conflict in Yemen, bringing the total number of out-of-school children to 2 
million, according to a UNICEF assessment released today.  Meanwhile, almost three quarters of 
public school teachers have not been paid their salaries in over a year, putting the education of 
an additional 4.5 million children at grave risk.  
 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html 
Press releases and news comments 
European Qualifications Passport for Refugees: integration through education and 
employment  
27 Mar 2018   Joint press release from UNHCR and the Council of Europe 
… Following a successful pilot project in 2017, which was supported by UNHCR in Greece, the 
Council of Europe is launching a new phase (2018-2020) of the European Qualifications 
Passport for Refugees: a capacity-building project aiming at assessing refugees’ education level, 
work experience and language proficiency of refugees in absence of full documentation thanks 
to a tested methodology. The European Qualifications Passport for Refugees describes the 
qualifications in a format that should facilitate the use of the assessment both within and 
beyond the refugees’ host country. Therefore, if refugees move to another country in Europe 
their qualifications do not need to be assessed again…. 
 
UNHCR Assistant High Commissioner calls for improved access to pensions for the 
internally displaced and other rights  
   KYIV, Ukraine, 27 March, 2018 – Concluding a week-long visit to Ukraine, where four years of 
conflict have displaced an estimated 1.5 million people, UNHCR Assistant High Commissioner for 
Operations Mr. George Okoth-Obbo has called for enhanced actions to address the plight of 
conflict-affected persons and to secure their rights, including access to pensions and freedom of 
movement… 
 
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
Selected Announcements 
2018-03-29  
5000 Displaced Burundians Move to Long-term Housing as Four Displacement 
Camps Close 
   Bujumbura - IOM, the UN Migration Agency, has provided long-term shelter for more than 
5,000 internally displaced Burundians. 
 
UNODC, IOM Launch New Initiative to Counter Migrant Smuggling 
2018-03-28 16:22 
   Vienna (UN Information Service) — Two United Nations agencies are joining forces to combat 
migrant smuggling. 
 
Mediterranean Migrant Arrivals Reach 13,355 in 2018; Deaths Reach 498 
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2018-03-27 15:13 
   Geneva – IOM, the UN Migration Agency, reports that 13,355 migrants and refugees have 
entered Europe by sea through the first 84 days of 2018, with about 46 per cent arriving in Italy 
and the remainder divided between Greece (32%) Spain (22%) and Cyprus (less than 1%). 
 
 
UNAIDS [to 31 March 2018]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
26 March 2018 
H6 commits to accelerate results for health  
   The H6 combines the strengths of six international organizations [UNAIDS, UNFPA, UNICEF, 
UN Women, WHO, World Bank] to help countries to realize the United Nations Secretary-
General’s Every Woman Every Child strategy. The partnership mobilizes political commitment 
and resources to transform societies so that women, children and adolescents can realize their 
rights to the highest attainable standards of health and well-being. 
   High-level representatives of the six organizations met in New York, United States of America, 
to shape a shared vision for the H6. During the meeting, which took place on 21 March, health 
leaders committed to jointly deliver more and faster results in countries. 
   The Chair of the H6, Michel Sidibé, shared his vision for the partnership, including how it can 
evolve to meet the demands of the Sustainable Development Goals, including in humanitarian 
settings, and be a leading platform to advance United Nations reform. 
   “As a transformative platform, I see the H6 as an outstanding opportunity to rapidly bring 
United Nations reform to life and deliver results for every woman, child and adolescent on the 
ground,” said Michel Sidibé, Executive Director of UNAIDS. 
   The participants were united in their ambition to make the H6 a one-stop shop for countries 
for strategic policy advice, technical assistance and strategic information. Adolescent health, 
particularly for 10–18-year-olds, was discussed as a key focus area… 
 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 31 March 2018] 
Latest News 
Tajikistan builds towards universal health coverage 
   28 March 2018 – In 2013 the Tajik Ministry of Health and Social Protection, with the support 
of WHO, set up a disability and rehabilitation programme to develop national policy and 
services.  
   In the spirit of universal health coverage, all services are free of charge to people with 
disabilities. More than 170 000 men, women and children have benefitted from the Programme 
since 2017.  
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO     
Selected Featured News 
:: Rwanda conducted Initial self- evaluation on International Health Regulations(IHR)  
29 March 2018  
:: Improving TB treatment and control in West and Central Africa  28 March 2018  
:: Uganda prioritizes awareness creation and treatment of MDR-TB  28 March 2018  
:: Experts accede to impressive progress by Nigeria’s Polio Eradication programme. 28 March 
2018  
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:: WHO partners with Fati Niger, popular Nigerian-based singer, to create awareness on 
cholera, meningitis and Lassa fever prevention.  28 March 2018  
:: Advisory group recommends actions to strengthen WHO’s work in African Region 28 March 
2018  
:: Polio eradication is a true African success story, made possible by devoted leaders, countries, 
communities, civil society, and parents  27 March 2018  
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
- No new announcements identified. 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
:: WHO appeals for international community support; warns of grave health risks to Rohingya 
refugees in rainy season  SEAR/PR/1684  Dhaka, 29 March 2018 
[See Emergencies above for full text] 
 
WHO European Region EURO  
:: Embracing eHealth in Latvia to move towards universal health coverage 30-03-2018  
:: Rehabilitation programme in Tajikistan builds towards universal health coverage 27-03-2018 
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
- No new announcements identified. 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
- No new announcements identified. 
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2018/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release 
29 March 2018  
Press Release 
Physician, Two NGOs Win 2018 UN Population Award 
   UNITED NATIONS, New York–Sir Prince Ramsey, a family physician from Antigua and 
Barbuda, was today announced as the individual winner of the 2018 United Nations Population 
Award. Non-governmental organizations Save a Child's Heart (Israel) and The Guttmacher 
Institute (United States) were announced as the institutional winners. 
   Established by the General Assembly in 1981, the award recognizes outstanding 
achievements in population and health. The Committee for the United Nations Population 
Award, which made the selections, is chaired by Ghana, and includes Antigua and Barbuda, 
Bangladesh, Benin, Gambia, Haiti, Iran, Israel, Paraguay and Poland… 
 
 
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
Selected Press Releases/Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
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UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 31 March 2018] 
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 

UN Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN)  [to 31 March 2018] 
http://unsdsn.org/news/ 
March 27, 2018 
World Scientists and Local Leaders Map Research Agenda for Cities and Climate 
Change for Years to Come 
   The CitiesIPCC Cities and Climate Change Science Conference, hosted by the City of 
Edmonton and co-organized by development organizations including SDSN, culminated with the 
establishment of a global blueprint to better understand climate change, its impacts on cities, 
and the critical role localities play in solving this challenge. Over the course of three days, 
scientists, policymakers, […] 

 

 
UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division  [to 31 March 2018] 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/ 
Seventh meeting of the IAEG-SDGs 
   The seventh meeting of the Inter-agency and Expert Group on Sustainable Development Goal 
Indicators (IAEG-SDGs) will be held from 9 to 12 April 2018 in Vienna, Austria. The meeting will 
be hosted by the United Nations Industrial Development Organization  
   This meeting will follow a different format from previous IAEG-SDG meetings. There will be a 
Members meeting taking place during the first day (9 April) and a Plenary Session taking place 
during the following three days (10 - 12 April). During the plenary session, all countries, 
international and regional agencies and entities, and other stakeholders are invited to attend.  
 
 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 31 March 2018] 
 https://www.unenvironment.org/  
25 Mar 2018 Press release 
Twelve Asian Entrepreneurs awarded for forward-thinking environmental solutions 
:: Twelve environmental startups have been awarded as the winners of the Asia Pacific Low 
Carbon Lifestyles Challenge, receiving $10,000 seed money to make their ideas reality.  
:: The winners hail from China, Bhutan, the Philippines, India, Indonesia, Pakistan, Samoa, Sri 
Lanka and Thailand. 
:: Winners received awards in three categories: Low carbon mobility, plastic waste, and energy 
efficiency. 
 
 
UNISDR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.unisdr.org/archive 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 31 March 2018] 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news.html 
No new digest content identified. 
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UNESCO  [to 31 March 2018] 
http://en.unesco.org/news 
30 March 2018 
Scientists from Brazil, Israel and Portugal receive International Prize for Research in 
the Life Sciences 
   Ivan Antonio Izquierdo (Brazil), the Agricultural Research Organization (Volcani Center, Israel) 
and Rui Luis Gonçalves dos Reis (Portugal) received the UNESCO–Equatorial Guinea 
International Prize for Research in the Life Sciences today. Their research focuses on elucidating 
the mechanisms of memory processes and their clinical applications in aging and 
neurodegenerative diseases, innovations in agricultural research and the promotion of food 
security, as well as the development of biomaterials and their medical applications, which have 
a significant potential to improve human health. 
 
29 March 2018 
UNESCO Executive Appointments 
UNESCO’s Director-General, Audrey Azoulay, announced the nomination of four new members 
of the Senior Management Team of the Organization. 
   :: Mr Xing Qu (China, 61 years old) as Deputy Director General. Former President of the 
Institute of International Studies of the Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs (2009-2014), he was 
Ambassador of China to Belgium from 2014. 
   :: Ms Stefania Giannini (Italy, 57 years old) as Assistant Director-General for Education. 
Former Italian Minister of Education, Universities and Research (2014-2016), she was adviser to 
the European Commissioner for Research and Innovation, Carlos Moedas since October 2017. 
   :: Mr Ernesto Renato Ottone Ramirez (Chile, 45 years old) as Assistant Director-General for 
Culture. Former Minister of Culture and the Arts of Chile (2015-2018), he chaired Regional 
Centre for the Promotion of Books in Latin America and the Caribbean (2016 – 2017). 
  :: Mr Moez Chakchouk (Tunisia, 42 years old) as Assistant Director-General for Communication 
and Information. Former Commissioner for the Global Commission on Internet Governance 
(2014-2016) and President Director-General of the Tunisian Internet Agency (2011-2015), since 
2015 he has served as President Director-General of the Tunisian Post. 
   They will take up their respective duties in the coming weeks. 
 
28 March 2018 
UNESCO, EU and art market together ramp up fight against illicit trafficking of 
cultural objects 
 
27 March 2018 
New Report: How to Measure Equity in Education  
27/03/2018  
Methodologies and indicators to reveal the inequalities facing marginalized groups 
[See Week in Review for more detail] 
 
 
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp 
28/03/2018 –  
UNODC and IOM launch new initiative to counter migrant smuggling 
   Vienna, 28 March 2018 - Two United Nations agencies are joining forces to combat migrant 
smuggling. Today at the UN in Vienna, IOM, the United Nations Migration Agency, and the 
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) organized an event centring on a Joint 
Platform on Countering Migrant Smuggling. 

http://en.unesco.org/news
https://en.unesco.org/news/scientists-brazil-israel-and-portugal-receive-international-prize-research-life-sciences
https://en.unesco.org/news/scientists-brazil-israel-and-portugal-receive-international-prize-research-life-sciences
https://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-executive-appointments
https://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-eu-and-art-market-together-ramp-fight-against-illicit-trafficking-cultural-objects
https://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-eu-and-art-market-together-ramp-fight-against-illicit-trafficking-cultural-objects
http://uis.unesco.org/en/news/new-report-how-measure-equity-education
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/releases/2018/March/unodc-and-iom-launch-new-initiative-to-counter-migrant-smuggling.html


   

 

  Opening the event, UNODC Executive Director Yury Fedotov said: "We must work together to 
deny criminals the means and opportunity, to protect the lives and safety of people, and end 
the impunity of smugglers."… 
   The new IOM-UNODC initiative encourages the main stakeholders to join forces against the 
smuggling of migrants. This may include joint research; reinforcing Member States' capacities - 
upon request - to dismantle criminal networks engaging in migrant smuggling; enhancing 
assistance to smuggled migrants; or supporting the development of prevention strategies and 
action plans. 
 
 
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 31 March 2018] 
http://unhabitat.org/media-centre/news/ 
Posted March 29, 2018 
Executive Director addresses maiden press conference, promises to strengthen 
agency 
   Nairobi, 29 March 2018—UN-Habitat Executive Director, Maimunah Mohd Sharif, has pledged 
to strengthen the agency to make it more responsive to the needs of countries to address the 
challenges of rapid urbanization and harness the benefits of good urbanization. 
   At her maiden press conference held in Nairobi on Thursday, Ms. Sharif highlighted that she 
would be guided by the principles of the New Urban Agenda and its implementation as an 
accelerator for the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals, especially SDG11 which 
aims to make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable… 
 
 
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/ 
No new digest content identified.  
 
 
ILO International Labour Organization  [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm 
GB roundup 
ILO Governing Body wraps up its 332nd session   
26 March 2018  
   The March 2018 session of the ILO Governing Body ended on 22 March. ILO News discussed 
the highlights with Juan Llobera, Clerk of the Governing Body. 
 
 
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.icao.int/  
28/3/18 
ICAO Secretary General encourages greater participation of representatives of 
general aviation 
   ICAO’s Secretary General Dr. Fang Liu opened the International Council of Aircraft Owner and 
Pilot Association’s (IAOPA) World Assembly in Queenstown, New Zealand earlier this week, 
where she took advantage of the opportunity to encourage representatives of general aviation 
to be more proactive in their ongoing contributions to ICAO’s work… 
 
 
IMO International Maritime Organization  [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
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WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 31 March 2018] 
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release 
Publish Date:  28 March 2018  
El Niño / La Niña Update - March 2018 
Press Release  
   Sea surface temperatures in the east-central tropical Pacific Ocean remain at weak La Niña 
levels, while most atmospheric indicators are now consistent with an imminent decay of the La 
Niña event. Most climate models indicate that a transition from La Niña to ENSO-neutral 
conditions is likely early in the second quarter of 2018, while a continuation of La Niña 
conditions through the second quarter is less likely. 
 
 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html 
28 MARCH 2018 
Japan continues to demonstrate strong support for UNIDO projects  
   VIENNA, 28 March 2018 – The Government of Japan has announced that it will contribute 
over US$5.2 million to eight projects implemented by the United Nations Industrial 
Development Organization (UNIDO) in Ethiopia, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Liberia, Nigeria, Somalia 
and the Syrian Arab Republic.  
 
 
International Organization for Standardization (ISO)  [to 31 March 2018] 
https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 31 March 2018] 
http://media.unwto.org/news 
27 March 2018 
Snow and Mountain Tourism faces the challenge of adapting to change 
   The 10th World Congress on Snow and Mountain Tourism (Andorra, 21-23 March 2018) 
highlighted the need to adapt tourism accommodation to the expectations of today’s customers 
and to increase the quality of the traveller’s experience, while identifying knowledge 
management and hospitality culture as keys to success. 
 
 
WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CBD  Convention on Biological Diversity [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.cbd.int/press-releases/  
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
USAID [to 31 March 2018] 
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information 
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Selected Press Releases 
Statement From USAID Administrator Mark Green on Appointment of Dr. Robert 
Redfield As Director of the Centers for Disease Control  
March 29, 2018 
   On behalf of the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), I congratulate Dr. 
Robert Redfield on his new position as Director of the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) within the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). From 
fighting tuberculosis and malaria to preventing the spread of HIV and advancing global health 
security, our two institutions work together around the world to save lives. We look forward to 
continuing this important collaboration with Dr. Redfield and our HHS/CDC colleagues. 
 
  
DFID  [to 31 March 2018] 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development 
Selected Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ECHO  [to 31 March 2018] 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news 
26/03/2018 
As the humanitarian situation worsens in DRC, the EU commits over €60 million in 
aid to help people in need 
  According to the United Nations 2018 Humanitarian Response Plan, 16.6 million people are 
affected by the crisis in the Democratic Republic Congo (DRC), with 13.1 million people in need 
of assistance. Over 5.1 million people are displaced… 
 
:::::: 
 
African Union [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.au.int/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
March 29, 2018  
African Union Organises Training on Disability Mainstreaming and Implementation 
of the Continental Plan of Action for African Decade of Persons with Disabilities 
(2010-2019)  
 
  
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations  [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.asean.org/news 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
March 28th, 2018 
The 16th Meeting of The ASEAN Commission on The Promotion and Protection of 
The Rights of Women and Children (ACWC) 
   The 16th Meeting of the ASEAN Commission on The Promotion and Protection of the Rights of 
Women and Children (ACWC) was held from 26th-28th March 2018 in Jakarta, Indonesia. The 
Meeting was hosted by the ASEAN Secretariat. The Meeting discussed the follow-up from the 
15th Meeting in Phuket, Thailand, and reviewed the status of implementation [...] 
 
ASEAN to improve synergies for One ASEAN One Response 
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JAKARTA, 28 March 2018 - Senior officials from relevant ASEAN sectoral bodies who have a 
stake in humanitarian assistance and disaster relief gathered in Jakarta today to deliberate on 
ASEAN’s future direction in disaster management and emergency response amidst the rise of 
complex emergencies and human-induced disasters in the region. 
 
 
European Commission [to 31 March 2018] 
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1 
26/03/2018 
Commissioner Stylianides visits the Democratic Republic of Congo: over €60 million 
for the Great Lakes region  
-  The European Union steps up humanitarian funding for the crisis in the Democratic Republic 
of Congo.  
European Commission - Press release Brussels, 26 March 2018 The European Union steps up 
humanitarian funding for the crisis in the Democratic Republic of Congo. The European 
Commission has announced today €49.5 million in emergency assistance to help address the 
worsening humanitarian crisis unfolding in the Democratic Republic of Congo...  
 
 
OECD  [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.oecd.org/  
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
No new digest content identified 
 
 
Organization of American States (OAS)   [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.oas.org/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 31 March 2018] 
https://www.oic-oci.org/home/?lan=en 
31/03/2018 
OIC Strongly Condemns Israel’s Continuing Crimes, Demands International 
Community’s Immediate Intervention to Stop Them 
   The Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) roundly condemned the brutal aggression by 
the Israeli occupation forces on unarmed Palestinian civilians marching peacefully in 
commemoration of Palestinian Land Day, leaving over 16 martyred and more than 1400 
wounded. The OIC decried the aggression as a serious escalation and yet another act of state 
terrorism and a crime deserving investigation and accountability.  
 
OIC and ISESCO Hold a Preparatory Workshop to Develop a Strategy for Family 
Empowerment 
   The General Secretariat of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) is organizing a 
preparatory workshop - in coordination with the Islamic Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (ISESCO) - at the ISESCO headquarters in Rabat, Kingdom of Morocco, on 29 and 
30 March 2018. The aim of the workshop is to prepare for the Open-ended Intergovernmental 
Experts Group meeting that will develop the OIC strategy for family empowerment and the 
preservation of its values in OIC Member States. The meeting was called for by the First 
Ministerial Conference of Marriage and Family Institution held in Saudi Arabia in February 2017. 
28/03/2018 
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OIC strongly condemns Houthi firing ballistic missiles into Saudi territory 
   The Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) expressed condemnation of Houthi militias 
launching ballistic missiles toward several cities in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, including the 
capital Riyadh. Secretary General Dr Yousef A. Al-Othaimeen stressed that targeting Saudi cities 
with ballistic missiles is a hostile, criminal attitude and a conspiratorial attempt to destabilize the 
country and the region.  
26/03/2018 
 
 
Group of 77  [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.g77.org/ 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by Mr. Mohamed Fouad Ahmed, Counsellor, 
Permanent Mission of Egypt to the United Nations, on agenda item 136: Programme budget for 
the biennium 2018-2019, Programme buget implications of draft resolution A/72/L.40 entitled 
"Scope, modalities, format and organization of the high-level meeting on the fight 
against tuberculosis, at the Fifth Committee during the first resumed part of the seventy-
second session of the United Nations General Assembly (New York, 27 March 2018) 
 
:::::: 
 
UNCTAD  [to 31 March 2018] 
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives] 
Press Releases 
28 Mar 2018  
Risks and benefits of data-driven economics in focus of major United Nations 
gathering 
Mariya Gabriel, Dinesh Agarwal and Amanda Long among speakers at UNCTAD’s E-Commerce 
Week, 16–20 April 
  The rapid digitalization of the world economy is raising profound and urgent questions that 
global decision-makers in governments, business and communities will gather to answer at 
UNCTAD’s E-Commerce Week, taking place at the Palais des Nations on 16–20 April 2018. 
   The E-Commerce Week takes the development dimensions of digital platforms – a key feature 
of the evolving digital world – as its theme this year. More than 1,000 participants are expected 
to take part in some 60 sessions, all of which are open to the media… 
 
 
World Customs Organization – WCO  [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.wcoomd.org/ 
29 March 2018  
Successful conclusion of the 4th WCO Global AEO Conference  
   The 4th WCO Global AEO Conference – ‘Promoting Mutual Recognition of AEOs to Strengthen 
and Secure Global Trade’ concluded in Kampala, Uganda on 16 March 2018. The conference 
brought together more than 1100 participants from 95 countries and provided a platform for 
125 speakers. 
   During the conference a total of 4 panel sessions, 3 round tables and 49 workshops were 
organized, together with live demos focusing on operational practices directly related to 
international trade, such as the 17 - point trailer instruction and track – and - trace systems. 
Participants were involved in the discussions on how Authorized Economic Operator (AEO) 
programmes and Mutual Recognition Arrangement (MRA) can provide a secure business 
environment for economic development, enhance compliance level and increase revenue 
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collection and trade facilitation, obtain more benefits with coordinated border management 
including MRA at both the bilateral and plurilateral level… 
 
 
WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives] 
29 March 2018 
2018 Public Forum theme to be “Trade 2030” 
   The WTO’s 2018 Public Forum, to be held on 2-4 October, will discuss how technological 
developments are affecting trade and how to ensure that trade in 2030 will continue to help 
society address the major challenges facing the world.  
 
United States files WTO complaint on China’s protection of intellectual property 
rights 
26 March 2018 
   The United States has requested WTO consultations with China concerning certain Chinese 
measures which the US alleges are inconsistent with China’s obligations under the WTO’s 
Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPs). The request was 
circulated to WTO members on 26 March. 
 
:::::: 
 
IPU  Inter-Parliamentary Union   [to 31 March 2018] 
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases 
28 March 2018 
MPs condemn hate crimes against migrants and refugees 
   Nearly 750 MPs worldwide condemned the discrimination and abuse of refugees and migrants 
at the conclusion of the 138th Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) Assembly in Geneva. The 
Assembly Declaration emphasized the critical role of parliaments in transforming the aspirations 
of the two Global Compacts – one on migrants and the other on refugees - into national laws. 
 
IPU condemns threats to parliamentary democracy 
28 March 2018 
   The Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) expressed serious concerns about the scale and type of 
alleged human rights violations of parliamentarians in Cambodia, the Maldives, Turkey and 
Venezuela with the effect of jeopardizing parliamentary democracy in these countries. 
 
 
International Court of Justice  [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Criminal Court (ICC)  [to 31 March 2018] 
Trying individuals for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/ 
31 March 2018 
Situation in Mali: Al Hassan Ag Abdoul Aziz Ag Mohamed Ag Mahmoud surrendered 
to the ICC on charges of crimes against humanity and war crimes in Timbuktu 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 

http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news18_e/pf18_29mar18_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news18_e/ds542rfc_26mar18_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news18_e/ds542rfc_26mar18_e.htm
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases/2018-03/mps-condemn-hate-crimes-against-migrants-and-refugees
https://www.ipu.org/event/138th-assembly-and-related-meetings
https://www.ipu.org/download/4609
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases/2018-03/ipu-condemns-threats-parliamentary-democracy
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases
https://www.icc-cpi.int/
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=pr1376
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=pr1376


   

 

30 March 2018 
Statement of ICC Prosecutor, Fatou Bensouda, following the arrest and transfer of 
Mr Al Hassan Ag Abdoul Aziz Ag Mohamed Ag Mahmoud, a suspect in the Mali 
situation: “We remain steadfast in the pursuit of our mandate under the Rome 
Statute”  
 
:::::: 
 
World Bank [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week]  
[See Week in Review for more detail on selected announcements below] 
World Bank Approves Additional Financing for India’s National Nutrition Mission in 
315 Districts across All States 
   WASHINGTON, March 30, 2018 – The World Bank Board of Executive Directors today 
approved additional financing of $200 million to fund the National Nutrition Mission...  
Date: March 30, 2018 Type: Press Release  
 
Latin America and the Caribbean Improves Women’s Economic Inclusion but Could 
Do More Against Violence, says WBG report 
   WASHINGTON, March 29, 2018 – Economies in Latin America and the Caribbean region 
carried out eight legal reforms in the past two years to improve women’s economic inclusion, 
says the World Bank Group’s...  
Date: March 29, 2018 Type: Press Release  
 
East Asia Region Implements 11 Legal Reforms to Improve Women’s Economic 
Inclusion, But More Laws Needed Against Violence 
   WASHINGTON, March 29, 2018 – Economies in the East Asia and Pacific carried out 11 legal 
reforms in the past two years to promote women’s economic inclusion, says the World Bank 
Group’s Women, Business...  
Date: March 29, 2018 Type: Press Release 
 
Four African Economies among Most Improved in Removing Legal Barriers Against 
Women, says WBG Report 
  WASHINGTON, March 29, 2018 – Despite daunting challenges, several economies in Sub-
Saharan Africa are making progress in enacting laws that promote equality between men and 
women, says the World Bank Group’s...  
Date: March 29, 2018 Type: Press Release Language: English  
 
Legal Barriers to Women’s Employment Are Widespread in South Asia, says WBG 
Report 
   WASHINGTON, March 29, 2018 – South Asia region saw four legal reforms in the past two 
years to improve women’s economic inclusion, says the World Bank Group’s Women, Business 
and Law 2018 report, released...  
Date: March 29, 2018 Type: Press Release Language: English  
 
Many Governments Take Steps to Improve Women’s Economic Inclusion, Although 
Legal Barriers Remain Widespread 
   WASHINGTON, March 29, 2018 – Governments in 65 economies took steps to improve 
women’s economic inclusion, enacting 87 legal reforms in the past two years, says the World 
Bank Group’s Women, Business and...  
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Date: March 29, 2018 Type: Press Release Language: English  
 
Legal Reforms to Improve Women’s Economic Inclusion Continue in Middle East and 
North Africa, as Daunting Challenges Remain 
   WASHINGTON, March 29, 2018 – Women in the Middle East and North Africa face 
widespread barriers that prevent them from getting a job or owning a business, although the 
region’s governments are taking steps...  
Date: March 29, 2018 Type: Press Release Language: English  
 
Women Enjoy Increasing Economic Opportunity in Europe and Central Asia Region, 
Yet Laws Against Violence Lagging, Says WBG Report 
   WASHINGTON, March 29, 2018 – The Europe and Central Asia region continued to make 
progress towards gender equality, with 15 legal reforms carried out in the past two years to 
improve women’s economic inclusion...  
Date: March 29, 2018 Type: Press Release Language: English  
 
 
IMF  [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week]  
March 20, 2018 
IMF Managing Director Christine Lagarde Calls for G20 Policies to Make Growth 
More Resilient and More Widely Shared 
 
March 20, 2018 
IMF Executive Board Supports New Strategy for Data and Statistics in the Digital 
Age 
 
 
African Development Bank Group  [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Africa-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
Africa’s premier investment marketplace to accelerate continent’s economic 
transformation 
   27/03/2018 - To help Africa find the path to its long-deserved economic fortune, the African 
Development Bank is championing the region’s premier investment market. 
 
Africa must build digital infrastructure to compete in 4th Industrial Revolution, says 
Adesina 
   26/03/2018 - To compete at the accelerated pace of technological innovations and the 4th 
Industrial Revolution, Africa has to put in more money into training its people and equipping 
them with the skills they need for the jobs of the future, Akinwumi Adesina, the President of the 
African Development Bank, has said. He also called on African countries to rethink the way they 
do manufacturing. 
 
 
Asian Development Bank  [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.adb.org/news/releases 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
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28 March 2018 
ADB, JICA to Support 20,000 Smallholder Farmers with $163 Million Inclusive 
Agribusiness Deal 
   ADB and JICA today signed $163 million in loan agreements with OIL and COVL to help 
improve inclusive and sustainable agricultural value chains in Indonesia, Papua New Guinea, 
Timor-Leste, and Viet Nam. 
 
28 March 2018 
Building Resilience to Natural Hazards and Investing in Social Protection Systems 
Critical to Achieving 2030 Agenda in Asia-Pacific 
   BANGKOK, THAILAND (28 March 2018) — Countries in Asia and the Pacific must build 
resilience to natural hazards and invest in social protection systems if the region is to achieve 
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by 2030, according to a joint report launched today 
by the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), the 
Asian Development Bank (ADB), and the UN Development Programme (UNDP) at a forum in 
Bangkok. 
 
26 March 2018 
ADB Ramps Up Support for SMEs with Additional Supply Chain Financing 
   ADB's Board of Directors has approved $100 million in additional financing to extend and 
expand the scope of its Supply Chain Finance Program (SCFP). 
 
26 March 2018 
ADB Boosts Support to Governments to Combat Money Laundering in Asia 
   ADB is ramping up its efforts to help countries in the Asia and Pacific region combat money 
laundering and terrorism financing, according to OAI's 2017 Annual Report released today. 
 
 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank   [to 31 March 2018] 
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 31 March 2018] 
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news 
27 Mar 18 
IFAD loan of US$18.5 million will boost food security and raise incomes of farmers 
in Côte d’Ivoire  
   Over 32,500 rural households in the Bagoué, Poro, Tchologo, Hambol and Gbêkê regions will 
benefit from a financial agreement signed today between the International Fund for Agricultural 
Development (IFAD) and Cote d’Ivoire to increase the incomes and food and nutrition security 
of rural households. The programme will promote market-oriented agriculture and help farmers 
add value to their products, as a way to reduce rural poverty and stimulate economic growth in 
the programme areas. 
The financing agreement for the Agricultural Value Chains Development Programme (PADFA) 
was signed in Rome by Gilbert F. Houngbo, President of IFAD, and Seydou Cissé, Permanent 
Representative of the Republic of Côte d’Ivoire to FAO, IFAD and WFP… 
 
26 Mar 18 
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IFAD and Myanmar invest $65.2 million to promote profitability of smallholder 
agriculture in eastern states  
   The International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) and Myanmar signed a financing 
agreement today to improve incomes for 62,400 poor rural households who depend on 
smallholder agriculture, agroforestry, or rural wage labour in the eastern states of Kayin and 
Shan. 
 

 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 

:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
   We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new 
research and major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, 
collaborations, and initiatives across the human rights, humanitarian response and development 
spheres of action.  
   This Watch section is intended to be indicative, not exhaustive. We will not include fund 
raising announcements, programs, events or appeals, and generally not include content which 
is primarily photo-documentation or video in format. 
 
 
Action Contre la Faim – Action Against Hunger  [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/en 
Posted on 30 March 2018  
Action Against Hunger tightens their procedures for preventing and fighting against 
sexual violence. 
   Action Against Hunger has decided to implement an Action Plan that focuses on three 
priorities: awareness and training of employees, improve the escalation process for reporting 
incidents and handling cases (beneficiaries, employees), as well being more exigent in that 
required from third-parties of the organization (partners, suppliers). This plan is an extension of 
the long-term commitment Action Against Hunger has shown for many years now. It underpins 
internal progression, constant improvements in good practices, and recognized international 
standards in this matter. 
   This Action Plan aims to tighten up existing procedures for preventing, detecting, reporting 
and managing abuse that are already in place and that apply to all employees, leaders, 
administrators, or anybody acting on behalf of Action Against Hunger… 
 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 31 March 2018] 
http://amref.org/news/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Aravind Eye Care System  [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.aravind.org/default/currentnewscontent 
No new digest content identified. 
 
  
BRAC  [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.brac.net/#news 
No new digest content identified. 
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CARE International  [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases 
28th Mar 2018     
CARE warns: Three years on from escalation of conflict, Yemeni people left sick, 
starving, and plunged into the darkness 
   After three years of brutal conflict, Yemeni people have been left sick, starving, and in the 
dark, warns international aid organization CARE. Twelve of Yemen’s 21 provinces have lost 
more than 70 percent of their light compared to before the war, with some losing as much as 
95%. 
 
26th Mar 2018     
Sky-high costs of violence against women shown in new global report as CARE calls 
for better prevention and response 
   A new global report launched by the international relief and development organization, CARE 
International, estimates that violence against women (VAW) costs society upwards of 2% of 
global GDP, and states that the problem is serious in low, middle and high income countries 
alike… The report, “Counting the Cost: The price society pays for violence against women,” 
draws on studies from 13 different areas of the world and presents the economic costs of VAW 
in relation to national economies. Three of the case studies were conducted by CARE which 
looked at intimate partner violence (IPV) in Bangladesh and Zambia and sexual harassment in 
the workplace in Cambodia… 
 
 
Clubhouse International  [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 31 March 2018] 
https://www.drc.dk/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
  
ECPAT  [to 31 March 2018]  
http://www.ecpat.net/news 
Posted on 28/03/2018 
ECPAT praises Malaysian govt. on recent child sexual offences law – but says further 
action needed 
   ECPAT has congratulated the Government of Malaysia for recent changes to the law that 
increased penalties for the sexual exploitation of children. But it has also warned officials there 
that more needs to be done to protect children, especially from sexual exploitation in the travel 
and tourism industry. 
 
 
Fountain House  [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Humanity & Inclusion  [nee Handicap International]  [to 31 March 2018]  
http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases 
No new digest content identified. 
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Heifer International  [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HelpAge International  [to 31 March 2018]  
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/ 
Humanitarian inclusion standards for older people and people with disabilities  
Published by the Age and Disability Consortium as part of the ADCAP programme. 
CBM International, Bensheim, HelpAge International, London, and Handicap International 
Lyon, 2018 :: 264 pages   ISBN 978-1-910743-29-4  
   This publication brings together standards, key actions and practical guidance for including 
older people and people with disabilities in emergency responses. It also provides tools and 
resources, and case studies illustrating how older people and people with disabilities can better 
participate in humanitarian action. 
 

 
ICRC  [to 31 March 2018] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports  
ICRC Mourns the Loss of Staff Member Killed in Bomb Attack in Mogadishu 
   The ICRC is devastated by the loss of one of its staff, Abdulhafid Yusuf Ibrahim, in 
Mogadishu.  
29-03-2018 | Statement  
 
"We must listen and act, not impose." 
   People will always find a way to help themselves. Our role, today, is to support them. When 
we recognize people's inherent agency, they change us, the ICRC, and the humanitarian 
response.  28-03-2018 | Statement  
   ICRC President's speech for the launch of a new discussion paper on community engagement 
and accountability to affected people 
 
 
IFRC   [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IRC  International Rescue Committee  [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 
Selected Press Releases & Statements 
Press Release 
IRC report: Failed public health system ‘quiet killer’ in Yemen 
US- and UK-backed Saudi-led coalition overinvest in war at expense of Yemeni civilians 
   :: The Government of Yemen and the Saudi-led coalition, continue to invest in the war while 
failing to provide the people of Yemen with life-saving health services: more Yemenis have died 
from the deprivation of basic goods and services than from fighting; 
   :: In 2017 the US approved 17.86 billion USD in military sales by corporations to Saudi Arabia 
26.75 times more than US humanitarian aid to Yemen in 2017 (667.5 million USD)  
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IRCT  [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.irct.org/ 
Statements & Declarations   29 Mar 2018  
IRCT condemns the killing of Marielle Franco in Brazil  
   On March 14, Marielle Franco, a Rio de Janeiro city counsellor from Brazil’s Socialist and 
Freedom Party (PSOL) was killed inside an armoured car after attending an event called “Black 
Women Changing Power Structures”. Anderson Pedro Gomes, who drove the car, was also 
killed, and her adviser was injured. The Federal Prosecutor’s Office in Rio says that the 
evidence, including the highly professional killing, points to a targeted political execution… 
  The IRCT condemns these killings and laments that they targeted a politician and human 
rights defender who was a rare representation of Brazilian society in politics: a black bisexual 
woman from the favelas… 
 
 
Islamic Relief   [to 31 March 2018]  
http://www.islamic-relief.org/ 
News    Undated 
Yemen: Three Years of War 
Emergencies 
   Almost 9,000 people have died due to the conflict and over 50,000 people have been injured 
or maimed. Despite this suffering occurring before our very eyes this has become a forgotten 
conflict. 
 
News    Undated 
Islamic Relief launches policies on ending gender-based based violence 
Gender Justice 
   This week, Islamic Relief (IR) continued to formalise its commitment to ending gender-based 
violence with the launch of two newly-developed policy papers at the UN Commission on the 
Status of Women (CSW) conference in New York, USA . The policies focus specifically on 
tackling female genital mutilation/cutting (FGM/C) and early and forced marriage (EFM), both 
[…] 
 
 
Landsea   [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Medecins du Monde   [to 31 March 2018]  
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 31 March 2018]  
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/news-stories/press/press-releases 
Press release 
Northwest Syria: Two Airstrikes Cause Mass-Casualty Influx to MSF-Supported 
Hospital 
March 23, 2018 
   Two airstrikes hit a densely populated neighborhood in the town of Harem in Syria’s Idlib 
Governorate yesterday afternoon, said the international medical humanitarian organization 
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Doctors Without Borders/Médecins Sans Frontières Friday. The nearest MSF-supported field 
hospital saw 63 injuries and 38 deaths—around half of which were children—in a town where 
medical staff are already overwhelmed and supplies are limited. 
 
 
Mercy Corps [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
March 27, 2018 
Mercy Corps Urges Drastic Diplomatic Action After Three Years Of Conflict In Yemen 
Humanitarian aid alone cannot solve the devastating crisis  
   WASHINGTON, DC – As Yemen begins a fourth year of conflict, the global organization Mercy 
Corps warns that the situation’s humanitarian repercussions are staggering – and continue to 
worsen by the hour.  
   More than 10,000 civilian men, women and children are dead. More than 22 million people 
need humanitarian aid, and 8.4 million are on the brink of famine. Attacks on civilians and 
civilian infrastructure continue unabated. According to the United Nations, a child under the age 
of five dies from preventable disease every 10 minutes.  
   “What’s happening right now in Yemen is a catastrophe – and it’s entirely man-made,” says 
Abdikadir Mohamud, Mercy Corps’ Yemen country director. “This is the direct result of the 
commercial import restrictions and fuel shortages.”… 
 
 
Operation Smile  [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office 
Program Schedule 
Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve 
every opportunity for safe surgical care.  
 
 
OXFAM [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases 
26 March 2018 
Yemenis struggle to find bare essentials three years on from first Saudi airstrikes 
   Three years of war in Yemen: over 3 million people have been forced to flee their homes, the 
world’s largest cholera outbreak on record, and the country is teetering on the brink of famine. 
The world cannot continue to turn a blind eye to Yemen’s suffering. 
 
 
Norwegian Refugee Council   [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.nrc.no/ 
Published 28. Mar 2018 
Five facts about Eastern Ghouta 
Roald Høvring|Published 28. Mar 2018  
   Before the war in Syria broke out, Eastern Ghouta supplied Damascus’ markets with fruits and 
vegetables. Now, as one of the few non-government-held areas in the war-torn country, it’s 
known for widespread human suffering.  
 
Leaving Greece 
Maria Petrakis|Published 27. Mar 2018  
   After more than two years of assisting refugees in Greece, the Norwegian Refugee Council 
will end all field operations at the end of this month…  
Decision to Leave 
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   Over time, the EU began to redirect funds previously provided to INGOs such as NRC to the 
Greek authorities, on the premise that their capacity and ability to feed, house and protect 
individuals seeking international protection has improved. 
   While the conditions on the islands continues to be critical, the situation on the mainland is 
now more focused on longer term ‘integration’ support, an area in which NRC has contributed 
significantly over the past two years 
   This means that ECHO will gradually reduce funding for operations on the mainland in the 
course of 2018. Without secured funding, NRC’s primary objective is to ensure longer-term 
support and protection for vulnerable beneficiaries in this post-emergency phase. There are 
about 50,000 refugees still in Greece with the majority having sought asylum in the country. 
   NRC’s camp-based activities in two mainland sites, Alexandreia and Veria, will continue under 
the management of the Danish Refugee Council. UNHCR and partners will continue to support  
NRC’s urban accommodation beneficiaries and education activities in another camp, Serres, will 
continue with support from UNICEF. 
   NRC’s three information centres will continue providing information, support and educational 
activities until 31 March and will be adopted by other organisations who will continue to offer 
similar support services from 1 April… 
 
Bringing water closer to the village 
Published 25. Mar 2018|Edited 30. Mar 2018  
   By repairing boreholes in Bomboyo in the Far North region of Cameroon, NRC is ensuring 
safer access to water for women and girls.  
 
 
Pact  [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.pactworld.org/ 
March 27, 2018 
Pact to implement USAID project in Madagascar strengthening local governance of 
natural resources and environmental protection  
   Pact has received a new award from the United States Agency for International Development 
(USAID) to build the enabling environment for effective community-based management and 
protection of biodiversity resources in Madagascar. The $23 million USD, five-year project 
dubbed ‘Hay Tao,’ meaning ‘Know How’ in Malagasy, will focus on empowering local 
communities to lead the way in the management of their natural resources… 
 
 
Partners In Health  [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.pih.org/blog 
Mar 26, 2018  
MSF's Dr. Liu and PIH's Dr. Farmer Raise the Alarm  
   Usually poor. Generally living in the slums or countryside. Busy just trying to stay alive. 
People who suffer tuberculosis struggle to be seen, let alone treated. On behalf of them, today 
Dr. Paul Farmer, a founder of Partners In Health, and Dr. Joanne Liu, the international 
president of Médecins Sans Frontières, published a jointly written op-ed in Project Syndicate, a 
Czech-based organization that offers free news commentary to some 500 media outlets around 
the world.   
 
 
PATH  [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.path.org/news/index.php 
Announcement | March 26, 2018 
PATH commends Congress for commitment to global health in FY18 spending bill 
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   PATH welcomes the passage of the Fiscal Year 2018 Omnibus Appropriations bill by the US 
Congress, which expressed a clear commitment to sustaining US leadership in global health, 
including additional funding to further strengthen America’s ability to protect against infectious 
disease outbreaks—both abroad and within our own borders… 
 
 
Plan International  [to 31 March 2018] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Save The Children [to 31 March 2018] 
https://www.savethechildren.net/news 
Tuesday 27 March 2018  
Children fleeing unrest and hunger in Venezuela facing protection and health risks 
as they seek a better life in Colombia  
   Children are facing grave risks such as trafficking, recruitment by armed groups and 
organised criminal gangs and disease as they cross the Venezuelan border into Colombia 
seeking a new life, Save the Children is warning. 
 
 
SOS-Kinderdorf International  [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/about-sos/press/press-releases 
Ukraine – 30 March 2018  
The displaced who help the displaced 
Many of the SOS Children’s Villages staff who help vulnerable families are also casualties of the 
conflict 
   This year marks the fourth anniversary since the start of the conflict in eastern Ukraine. Many 
of the SOS Children’s Villages employees who are supporting children and families know all too 
well the challenges and the trauma they face, having been forced to flee their homes or are 
themselves separated from loved ones. 
    “About 90% of our staff in the Luhansk programme are internally displaced persons 
themselves,” says Yevgeniya Rzayeva, Project Manager for the emergency response programme 
at SOS Children’s Villages Ukraine… 
 
Italy – 29 March 2018  
Study on young people leaving alternative care aids major policy change in Italy 
   Italy’s government for the first time has established a fund for young people transitioning out 
of alternative care. SOS Children’s Villages Italy contributed to this positive development, 
advocating for and with young care leavers and providing results of a national study mapping 
the challenges faced by young people leaving care… 
 
Bangladesh – 26 March 2018  
Coming monsoon rains pose threat to Rohingya refugees 
   SOS Children’s Villages Bangladesh is supporting Rohingya children at refugee camps around 
Cox’s Bazar district with five child care spaces, where hundreds of children receive daily meals 
and have access to recreational activities and informal education. 
   But the National Director of SOS Children´s Villages Bangladesh warns that the approaching 
monsoon season presents a new challenge for refugees… 
 
 
Tostan  [to 31 March 2018] 
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http://www.tostan.org 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Women for Women International  [to 31 March 2018]  
http://www.womenforwomen.org/press-releases 
http://www.tostan.org 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Vision  [to 31 March 2018] 
http://wvi.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
::::: 
 
Center for Media Ethics and Responsibility/CMFR   [to 31 March 2018] 
http://cmfr-phil.org/media-ethics-responsibility/ 
Posted on: March 27, 2018, 3:20 pm 
Value-Added Reports on ICC Withdrawal 
   CHEERS TO some media organizations for going beyond President Rodrigo Duterte’s 
announcement to withdraw from the International Criminal Court (ICC) and providing relevant 
information about the issue. 
  A significant policy shift, the withdrawal which the president announced on Wednesday, March 
14, deserved media scrutiny and analysis, along with the examination of procedural and 
technical aspects of the issue. The public also needed media to be able to discuss the context of 
the decision to withdraw from the ICC and review pronouncements and remarks in the past 
about petitions filed with the ICC about killings in the course of the drug war. 
   Rappler’s March 14 report recalled what Presidential Spokesperson Harry Roque said in 
February: “the President welcomes the preliminary examination because he is sick and tired of 
being accused of the commission of crimes against humanity.” The report also referenced 
Senate Resolution No. 289, a “resolution expressing the sense of the Senate that termination 
of, or withdrawal from, treaties and international agreements concurred in by the Senate shall 
be valid and effective only upon concurrence by the Senate.” The said resolution was signed in 
February 2017. The report took note that it has yet to be adopted (“Duterte: PH to withdraw 
from the International Criminal Court ‘immediately’”). 
   Meanwhile, the Philippine Daily Inquirer’s banner story on the same day noted that the 
withdrawal does not have an effect on cases filed prior to it, based on Article 127 of the Rome 
Statute, according to Senator Franklin Drilon (“PH to withdraw from ICC – Duterte”). On March 
15, the Inquirer also provided a backgrounder on the nature of the ICC and the treaty (“IN THE 
KNOW: The Rome Statute”). 
   TV5’s Aksyon aired an explainer presented by anchor Ed Lingao which, aside from information 
on the ICC and the Rome Statue, discussed the withdrawal of Burundi, Gambia and South Africa 
in 2016. Lingao drew parallels on the cases of Burundi and South Africa with the Philippines, 
noting that Burundi left the ICC as the international court began preliminary investigations on 
alleged crimes against humanity committed in the country – a situation mirroring Duterte’s 
move. Lingao also recalled how the South African High Court ruled as invalid their country’s 
withdrawal from the ICC, suggesting that the Philippine Supreme Court could also face a similar 
scenario (“EXPLAINER | Pagkalas ng Pilipinas sa ICC”). 
   These efforts by media to go beyond the president’s announcement in their initial reports are 
commendable, breaking away from the usual recording of a policy statement which does not 
help the public understand its meaning. 
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Electronic Frontiers Foundation 
https://www.eff.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Freedom House [to 31 March 2018] 
https://freedomhouse.org/news 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Research 
Press Releases 
A New President Aims to Restore South African Democracy 
Mar 29 2018 - 12:23pm 
   The administration’s first moves have raised hopes that the corruption and neglect of the 
Zuma era are truly coming to an end. 
 
Ethiopia: New Prime Minister’s Opportunities for Reforms 
March 28, 2018 
   The Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary Democratic Front elected Dr. Abiy Ahmed as chairman 
and prime minister-designate.  
 
 
Transparency International  [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases/ 
29 Mar 2018  
Egyptian presidential elections highlight a significant step backwards for democracy 
  Following this week’s presidential elections in Egypt, Transparency International denounces 
the actions taken by the Egyptian government to suppress critical election monitoring efforts, 
which serve an essential role in ensuring transparency and accountability.  
 
26 Mar 2018 
Mauritian President’s resignation requires thorough investigation 
   Following the resignation of President Ameena Gurib Fakim of Mauritius over her personal use 
of a charity credit card, Transparency International urges the Mauritian government to 
demonstrate its commitment to fighting corruption by ensuring that the recently appointed 
commission of enquiry is ...  
 
::::: 
 
ChildFund Alliance  [to 31 March 2018] 
https://childfundalliance.org/ 
March 26, 2018 / Blog 
New member spotlight: Girls score a goal to end child marriage in India 
   The program empowers teen girls from 50 villages to step outside that box, carve out their 
own identities and become role models for other girls. It does so in part by encouraging their 
participation on Mind Without Fear soccer teams. 
   With their coaches as mentors and their teammates as support, these girls travel for matches, 
participate in state-level competitions and win prizes, all while learning the value of teamwork, 
determination and courage — not ideal characteristics for child brides… 
 
 
CONCORD  [to 31 March 2018] 

https://www.eff.org/
https://freedomhouse.org/news
https://freedomhouse.org/blog/new-president-aims-restore-south-african-democracy
https://freedomhouse.org/article/ethiopia-new-prime-minister-s-opportunities-reforms
http://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases/
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressrelease/egyptian_presidential_elections_step_backwards
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressrelease/mauritian_presidents_resignation_requires_thorough_investigation
https://childfundalliance.org/
https://childfundalliance.org/news-and-views/blog/386-new-member-spotlight-girls-score-a-goal-to-end-child-marriage-in-india


   

 

http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre 
 [Action Aid, Age International, British Red Cross, CAFOD, Care International, Christian Aid, 
Concern Worldwide, Islamic Relief, Oxfam, Plan UK, Save the Children, Tearfund and World  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
The Elders  [to 31 March 2018] 
http://theelders.org/news-media 
Opinion   Ernesto Zedillo 27 March 2018  
Ernesto Zedillo: Trump retreats from leadership yet again 
  Decrying the U.S. decision to withdraw participation from the Global Compact for Migration, 
Ernesto Zedillo asserts that states can better protect their own citizens when they cooperate to 
overcome the challenges of migration. 
 
 
END Fund   [to 31 March 2018] 
https://end.org/media-hub/ 
Selected Press Releases and Major Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Evidence Aid   [to 31 March 2018] 
www.evidenceaid.org  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gavi [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.gavi.org/library/news/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Global Fund [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/?topic=&type=NEWS;&country= 
News  
Global Fund Suspends Partnership with Heineken  
29 March 2018  
   GENEVA – The Global Fund today suspended its partnership with Heineken based on recent 
reports of the company’s use of female beer promoters in ways that expose them to sexual 
exploitation and health risks. 
   “We take these allegations very seriously and have challenged Heineken to examine their 
operations and make changes to protect women from sexual exploitation and health risks,” said 
Peter Sands, Executive Director of the Global Fund. “We are suspending the partnership until 
such time as Heineken can take appropriate action to address these issues.” 
 
 
Hilton Prize Coalition [to 31 March 2018] 
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/ 

http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre
http://theelders.org/news-media
https://theelders.org/article/ernesto-zedillo-trump-retreats-leadership-yet-again
https://end.org/media-hub/
http://www.evidenceaid.org/
http://www.gavi.org/library/news/press-releases/
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/?topic=&type=NEWS;&country
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/2018-03-29-global-fund-suspends-partnership-with-heineken/
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/


   

 

An Alliance of Hilton Prize Recipients 
March 26, 2018 
ARTICLE: "What Nonprofits Need to Know about Blockchain: Humanitarian Use Cases," by 
Desiree Dickerson, Philanthropy News Journal 
 
 
ICVA - International Council of Voluntary Agencies   [to 31 March 2018] 
https://icvanetwork.org/ 
Latest resources 
ICVA Annual Report 2017  
March, 2018 
International Council of Voluntary Agencies (ICVA) 
 
 
INEE – an international network for education in emergencies   [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.ineesite.org/en/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
InterAction  [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.interaction.org/ 
Mar 30, 2018  
NGO Statement of Support: Strengthening US Food Assistance Programs 
   As U.S.-based charities and faith-based organizations working to end hunger, poverty, and 
malnutrition around the world, we applaud Representatives Royce and Blumenauer, and 
Senators Corker and Coons for introducing the Food for Peace Modernization Act. The bill 
recognizes the important role U.S. food aid plays in alleviating hunger around the world, while 
addressing inefficiencies in the system… 
 
 
Start Network [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.start-network.org/news-blog/#.U9U_O7FR98E 
29 Mar 18  
The sharp end: How anticipating crises can revolutionise humanitarian action  
   At the Start Network, we’re proud that the Start Fund is the first of its kind to allow 
humanitarian Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs) to ‘anticipate’ crises.  We are starting to 
see the concept becoming normalised.  Next month, the Red Cross will officially open a 
‘forecast-based financing’ window for the Disaster Relief Emergency Fund.  UN agencies such as 
the World Food Program (WFP) and Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) are also gearing 
towards earlier action and United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(UN OCHA) are consulting on plans to make the Central Emergency Relief Fund (CERF) trigger 
earlier for slow onset emergencies… 
 
29 Mar 18  
Start Network opens new national membership to shift resources closer to 
humanitarian crises 
by Antigone Mathianaki  
   The Start Network is seeking the views of aid agencies on a new form of membership being 
launched in order to shift greater power and resources to those closest to humanitarian crises. 
The new membership model will help the Start Network decentralise, diversify, and enable 
many more organisations to help shape the future of the network. 

https://pj.news.chass.ncsu.edu/2018/03/26/what-nonprofits-need-to-know-about-blockchain-humanitarian-use-cases/
https://icvanetwork.org/
https://www.icvanetwork.org/resources/icva-annual-report-2017
http://www.ineesite.org/en/news
http://www.interaction.org/
https://www.interaction.org/article/ngo-statement-support-strengthening-us-food-assistance-programs
http://www.start-network.org/news-blog/#.U9U_O7FR98E
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs/sharp-end-how-anticipating-crises-can-revolutionise-humanitarian-action
https://startnetwork.org/start-fund/
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs/start-network-opens-new-national-membership-shift-resources-closer-humanitarian
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs/start-network-opens-new-national-membership-shift-resources-closer-humanitarian


   

 

   The Start Network is aiming to create national and regional hubs, which will be collectives of 
organisations in individual countries or regions. These hubs will function like local versions of 
the current international Start Network. When fully set up, each hub would manage its own 
finances, membership and governance, while being able to access services provided by the 
global Start Network. 
   In this first phase the Start Network is prioritising the formation of hubs in countries where 
humanitarian aid work is undertaken - as defined by the DAC list of countries eligible for Official 
Development Assistance (ODA), by bringing together existing and prospective Start Network 
members… 

 

:::::: 
 
Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action 
(ALNAP)     [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.alnap.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CHS Alliance  [to 31 March 2018] 
http://chsalliance.org/news-events/news 
28/03/2018 
"Humanitarian organisations need to consider a wider adoption of the CHS" 
   On 28 March the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and the Harvard 
Humanitarian Initiative launched a a joint discussion paper that provides recommendations for 
humanitarian organisations and donors in today's digital era.  
 
26/03/2018 
"Lean is hard work that makes everything easy" - A coffee with Andrew Parris, 
Medair, Switzerland 
   In our previous coffee with Andrew, he shared his ideas on how humanitarian NGOs can learn 
from the corporate world in the area of continuous improvement. This time, we caught him in 
Lebanon, where he is collecting data for Medair's self-assessment against the Core 
Humanitarian Standard on Quality and Accountability (CHS). He shares his thoughts on getting 
started with Lean, some of his favourite online resources and the training that he is offering to 
other NGOs.  
 
26/03/2018 
Are your deployees prepared? - Open source surge competencies training available 
now! 
   Since the publication of the 2007 Review of Surge Capacity, the humanitarian sector has 
increasingly recognised the importance of collaborative and localised approaches to surge. 
Capacity of surge staff plays a crucial role in this. Yet all too often, the pressure to recruit staff 
quickly can result in agencies overlooking the skills and trainings required to effectively and 
efficiently respond to the needs of affected communities.  
 
 
Development Initiatives   [to 31 March 2018] 
http://devinit.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
EHLRA/R2HC   [to 31 March 2018] 

http://www.oecd.org/dac/stats/daclist.htm
http://www.oecd.org/dac/stats/daclist.htm
http://www.alnap.org/
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https://www.chsalliance.org/news/latest-news/lean-is-hard-work-that-makes-everything-easy-a-coffee-with-andrew-parris-medair-switzerland
https://www.chsalliance.org/news/latest-news/are-your-deployees-prepared-open-source-surge-competencies-training-available-now
https://www.chsalliance.org/news/latest-news/are-your-deployees-prepared-open-source-surge-competencies-training-available-now
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http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/ 
Annual Call for Proposals 
R2HC 6TH annual CALL will be launched in June 2018 
   R2HC aims to improve health outcomes by strengthening the evidence base for public health 
interventions in humanitarian crises. 
  
 
The Sphere Project [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.sphereproject.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP)  [to 31 March 2018] 
https://phap.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
Center for Global Development    [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center 
Publications 
Illicit Financial Flows, Trade Misinvoicing, and Multinational Tax Avoidance: The 
Same or Different? 
3/26/18 
Maya Forstater  
   Illicit financial flows (IFFs) connected with corruption, crime, and tax evasion are an issue of 
increasing concern. However, there is not yet a clear consensus on how to define illicit financial 
flows, and even less on how to measure them. 
 
  
ODI   [to 31 March 2018] 
https://www.odi.org/media-hub/press-room 
Selected Research/Publications 
Leaving no one behind in access to vision: catalysing funding for primary eyecare  
Research reports and studies | March 2018 | Amina Khan, Lars Engen, Harsh Desai 
   Two and a half billion people in the world today need, but lack, access to a pair of glasses, 
and 80% of this group live in just 20 developing countries. Being able to access primary 
eyecare services, including basic eye tests to determine how well people can see and whether 
glasses can help them see more clearly, is a necessary first step in acquiring glasses. 
    This study analyses primary eyecare provision in developing countries from the perspective 
of global development rather than health alone. Poor sight is not only a health issue, but one 
that, left untreated, can exclude people from numerous life-changing opportunities. Starting 
from an early age, visual impairment can waste human potential, affect people’s education and 
health outcomes, and shorten their most productive working years. 
   Without additional investment in primary eyecare the cycle of poor sight and low 
development outcomes could continue. In this study, the authors set out why additional 
investment should be made in primary eyecare in developing countries. 
 
Moving towards a growing global discourse on transboundary adaptation  
Briefing papers | March 2018 | Rebecca Nadin, Erin Roberts 
   The effects of climate change are transboundary, crossing political borders and impacting 
shared resources. This requires transboundary adaptation plans. 

http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/
http://www.elrha.org/r2hc/funding/annualfundingcall/
http://www.sphereproject.org/news/
https://phap.org/
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/illicit-financial-flows-trade-misinvoicing-and-multinational-tax-avoidance
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/illicit-financial-flows-trade-misinvoicing-and-multinational-tax-avoidance
https://www.odi.org/media-hub/press-room
https://www.odi.org/publications/11092-leaving-no-one-behind-access-vision-catalysing-funding-primary-eyecare
https://www.odi.org/publications/11088-moving-towards-growing-global-discourse-transboundary-adaptation


   

 

 
Research Excellence Framework (REF) impact toolkit  
Resource | March 2018 | Helen Tilley, Louise Ball, Caroline Cassidy 
   This toolkit provides a step-by-step guide to help researchers plan for, monitor and improve  
 
The Rohingya crisis: making the transition from emergency to longer-term 
development  
Briefing papers | March 2018 | Caitlin Wake and Brenda Yu  
   Now is the time for operational organisations, donors and the Bangladeshi government to 
start preparing for the impact of long-term Rohingya displacement. 
 
 
Urban Institute   [to 31 March 2018] 
https://www.urban.org/publications 
March 30, 2018  Brief 
Reconsidering Americans' Overestimates of Government Waste and Foreign Aid  
   Widespread and profound public misinformation about government presents a serious 
challenge to democratic accountability. This paper demonstrates that two of the most common 
examples of public misperception may be systematically overestimated; public misperceptions 
of “foreign aid” spending and “government waste” are in substantial part explained by 
differences of elite and popular terminology. Failure to take into account what  
Vanessa Williamson 
  
Housing Affordability: Local and National Perspectives  
   This report presents a new approach to measuring homeownership affordability. Current 
measures look at how affordable it is for the median family to buy the median home in a given 
area. These measures do not distinguish between owners and renters, but it is current renters 
that make the tenure decision. Also, the median income does not capture the distribution of 
incomes in an area. We correct for both of these issues in our  
Laurie Goodman, Wei Li, Jun Zhu 
March 28, 2018 
Research Report 
  
The Effect of The TCJA Individual Income Tax Provisions Across Income Groups and 
Across the States  
   The Tax Cut and Jobs Act (TCJA) will reduce individual income taxes on average for all 
income groups and in all states. Unlike prior Tax Policy Center reports, this analysis focuses on 
the distribution of the individual income tax changes, and does not include changes in the 
corporate income tax, excise taxes, or estate and gift taxes. It also extends the analysis to 
include the distribution of the individual income tax changes  
Frank Sammartino, Philip Stallworth, David Weiner 
March 28, 2018 
Research Report 
  
The Retirement Outlook for Millennials  
   Social, economic, demographic, and public policy shifts have made Gen Xer and millennial 
retirement security a pressing concern. In this report, we combine data from multiple sources to 
project how various forces might play out over the next 30 years to shape the retirement 
security of late Gen Xers (born in the last half of the 1970s) and early millennials (born in the 
first half of the 1980s). Conflicting forces create  
Richard W. Johnson, Karen E. Smith, Damir Cosic, Claire Xiaozhi Wang 
March 27, 2018 
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Research Report 
  
Housing Finance at a Glance: A Monthly Chartbook, March 2018  
   The March 2018 edition of At A Glance, the Housing Finance Policy Center's reference guide 
for mortgage and housing market data, includes updated figures describing the size of the 
mortgage market, new mortgage affordability measures, negative household equity and latest 
modification activities.  
Laurie Goodman, Alanna McCargo, Edward Golding, Jim Parrott, Sheryl Pardo, Todd M. Hill, Jun 
Zhu, Bing Bai, Karan Kaul, Bhargavi Ganesh, Sarah Strochak, Andrea Reyes 
March 27, 2018 
Research Report 
  
Updated: Who Could Be Affected by Kentucky’s Medicaid Work Requirements, and 
What Do We Know about Them?  
  This brief revises our earlier analysis on who could be affected by Kentucky’s Medicaid work 
requirements based on new information posted on Kentucky’s website. We no longer include 
non-SSI dual Medicare and Medicaid enrollees in our main analysis and have revised all 
estimates in the text, tables, and appendix accordingly. We also discuss the waiver notices and 
information being conveyed to Kentucky’s enrollees and update  
Anuj Gangopadhyaya, Genevieve M. Kenney 
March 26, 2018 
Brief 
  
Is Limited English Proficiency a Barrier to Homeownership?  
   This brief reports on research which establishes that limited English proficiency is an 
additional barrier to homeownership. The researchers first define and identify the 5.3 million 
heads of household in the United States with limited English proficiency (LEP). Using descriptive 
analysis and regression models, they then determine that, at the zip code level, higher rates of 
LEP are associated with lower homeownership rates.  
Edward Golding, Laurie Goodman, Sarah Strochak 
March 26, 2018 
Brief 
  
Hiring Well, Doing Good in Georgia  
  Georgia’s economy suffered higher job losses in percentage terms than the US average during 
the Great Recession but regained jobs faster as well. This report examines Georgia’s job market 
and how to improve its performance. It covers educational, employment, and wage patterns by 
demographic group, family status, and region. The focus is on recent high school dropouts and 
graduates. The policy section reviews Georgia’s employment  
Robert I. Lerman 
March 26, 2018 
Research Report 
  
California County Fact Sheets: Treatment Gaps in Opioid-Agonist Medication 
Assisted Therapy (OA-MAT) and Estimates of How Many Additional Prescribers Are 
Needed  
  This analysis presents county-level estimates of opioid use disorder and treatment needs in 
California counties. Estimated rates of OUD, which we define as opioid abuse or dependence, 
are based on California, regional, and national estimates from the National Survey on Drug Use 
and Health. We estimate the demand for treatment in each county based on several data 
sources, assuming all people with OUD seek opioid-agonist treatment  
Lisa Clemans-Cope, Douglas A. Wissoker, Marni Epstein 
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March 26, 2018 
Highlights 
   
   
World Economic Forum    [to 31 March 2018] 
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/ 
News   26 Mar 2018  
World Economic Forum Appoints Troels Oerting To Lead its new Global Centre for 
Cybersecurity  
 
 

*                      *                       *                        * 
 

:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will primarily monitor press/media releases announcing key initiatives and new research 
from a growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, 
humanitarian response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended 
to be exhaustive, but indicative.  
 
 

Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 31 March 2018] 
https://www.alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Annie E. Casey Foundation   [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Blue Meridian Partners [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/ 
Blue Meridian Partners is a new capital aggregation collaboration that plans to invest at least $1 
billion in high-performance nonprofits that are poised to have truly national impact for 
economically disadvantaged children and youth.  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clinton Foundation  [to 31 March 2018] 
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements 
Press Release  
March 30, 2018  
TUESDAY, APRIL 3: President Clinton to Launch New CGI Action Network on Post 
Disaster Recovery  
   Clinton Global Initiative meeting, taking place at the University of Miami, will bring together 
leaders from government, business, and civil society to address ongoing hurricane recovery 
needs facing the Caribbean 
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Co Impact   [to 31 March 2018] 
www.co-impact.io 
Co-Impact is a global philanthropic collaborative for systems change focused on improving the 
lives of millions of people around the world. 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Ford Foundation  [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.fordfoundation.org/?filter=News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 31 March 2018] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/ 
GHIT was set up in 2012 with the aim of developing new tools to tackle infectious diseases that 
devastate the world’s poorest people. Other funders include six Japanese pharmaceutical •   
2018.03.30      Report 
GHIT's 5th Anniversary Special Report Published 
   GHIT's 5th Anniversary Special Report (PDF) is now available online. The report highlights an 
interview of GHIT's stakeholders and sponsors, GHIT's past and future, as well as other 
activities for its first five years. 
   PDF Version : Click here  (20551kb)  
 
2018.03.29      Press Room 
As the GHIT Fund Closes Out First Five Years of R&D for Lifesaving Medical 
Breakthroughs, It Launches Next Phase, Focusing on Access and Delivery, Bringing 
Total Investment to 13.2 Billion Yen (US$123 Million) 
  The GHIT Fund’s new investments support work to accelerate schistosomiasis elimination; 
combat drug-resistant tuberculosis; deploy CRISPR gene-editing tools to fight Chagas disease; 
and develop a vaccine to stop malaria parasites from hijacking the human immune system 
 
 

Grameen Foundation    [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.grameenfoundation.org/news-events/press-room 
03/27/2018  
Grameen Foundation Delivering Family Planning Education in Bénin 
   Grameen Foundation has launched a campaign to provide families in Bénin with the 
information, services and financing they need to make informed decisions about family 
planning. 
 
 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  [to 31 March 2018] 
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/ 
March 28, 2018  
Hewlett Foundation announces $10 million commitment to support research on U.S. 
democracy’s digital disinformation problem   
   MENLO PARK, Calif. – The William and Flora Hewlett Foundation announced today that, 
following a yearlong exploration, it will devote $10 million over the next two years toward 
grappling with the growing problem that digital disinformation poses for U.S. democracy.  
[See Week in Review for more detail]  
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March 26, 2018  
Request for proposal: Mobilizing climate change mitigation capital through retail 
banking   
   The purpose of this Request for Proposal (RFP) is to generate ideas and initiate a new set of 
grantmaking in support of climate finance: sustainable retail banking. While the Hewlett 
Foundation has previously supported a number of initiatives to mobilize capital towards solving 
climate change, such as the establishment of green banks, the issuance of green bonds, the 
deployment of patient first-loss capital to clean energy funds, and the Taskforce on Climate-
Related Financial Disclosures (TCFD), we seek to expand the levers by which we can do so. 
   One such lever lies in mobilizing the deposits of both business and consumer savers through 
the retail banking sector. Estimates vary, but a significant amount of capital resides in the 
checking and savings accounts of consumers, for example $12 trillion in the United States and 
$1 trillion in India. If $1 trillion is needed globally and annually to meet the Paris Climate Accord 
by 2050, then the retail banking sector may provide part of the capital needed… 
 
 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IKEA Foundation    [to 31 March 2018] 
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/category/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 31 March 2018] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news 
Mar 29 2018  
Research 
Detailed Structure Illuminates Brain-Enhancing Drug’s Action 
Summary 
   A drug that reverses the effects of a cellular stress response restores learning and memory in 
mice with concussions. Now researchers can see the atomic-scale details of how the drug 
interacts with its protein target. 
 
 
Kaiser Family Foundation     [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.kff.org/search/?post_type=press-release  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Aga Khan Foundation   [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Kellogg Foundation  [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media#pp=10&p=1&f1=news 
No new digest content identified. 
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MacArthur Foundation  [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.macfound.org/ 
March 28, 2018 | Perspectives  
100&Change Solutions Bank: A Unique Resource for Funders  
   Managing Director Cecilia Conrad offers several use cases for the 100&Change Solutions 
Bank, a searchable database of submissions to the 100&Change competition that has become a 
one-of-a-kind resource for funders, researchers, and the nonprofit sector. 
 
 
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation [to 31 March 2018] 
https://www.moore.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Open Society Foundation  [to 31 March 2018] 
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/issues/media-information 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation  [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.packard.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Pew Charitable Trusts  [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room/press-releases 
March 27, 2018 
Pew Announces $4.5M in Grants Supporting Philadelphia Region’s Frail Elderly 
Press Release   Pew Fund for Health and Human Services in Philadelphia 
   PHILADELPHIA—The Pew Charitable Trusts announced today that it will provide nearly $4.52 
million over the next three years to 28 Philadelphia-area organizations that work to preserve the 
dignity, independence, and quality of life of the region’s frail seniors, many of whom are 
struggling with economic hardship, social isolation, and health and mobility challenges.  
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 31 March 2018] 
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/about-us/news-media/ 
March 27, 2018  
The Rockefeller Foundation Elects Walter Isaacson to Board of Trustees   
   Mr. Isaacson is currently President and CEO of the Aspen Institute, and formerly chairman 
and CEO of CNN and editor of TIME magazine…   
 
March 27, 2018  
IDH and The Rockefeller Foundation Partner to Support the Development of 
Nigeria’s Cassava Value Chain   
Support from The Rockefeller Foundation will enable processors to integrate smallholder 
farmers in their supply chain    
   New York–IDH, The Sustainable Trade Initiative, is pleased to announce receipt of a 
$2,000,000 grant from The Rockefeller Foundation to the IDH Cassava Initiative, to go towards 
industrializing the cassava value chain in Nigeria. The purpose of the grant is to support six to 
eight industrial cassava processors to integrate smallholder cassava farmers into their supply 
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chain. The farmers will be a secure source of supply and in turn, they benefit from a consistent 
and reliable market, access to training and connection to inputs and financing. 
   Cassava — a woody shrub cultivated for its edible, starchy, tuberous root — is a major staple 
in Nigeria, the world’s largest producer of the crop. Drought tolerant and carbohydrate-rich, 
cassava is a lifeline to the country’s 30 million smallholder farmers. But the root’s exceptionally 
short shelf-life means that more than 40% of this yield is lost before it is processed. It is IDH’s 
goal to reduce that loss to 20% by 2020 — and help turn a wasted crop into economic gain for 
the local farmers… 
 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom/news-releases.html 
March 27, 2018 Brief  
Coverage Declines May Slow Health Care Spending Growth 
   An Altarum Institute report shows signs of a slowdown in growth in health care services 
spending, which accounts for roughly 70 percent of overall health spending.  
 
 
Science Philanthropy Alliance   [to 31 March 2018] 
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/ 
“…a group of organizations working together to increase philanthropic support for basic 
scientific research on a global basis…” 
March 29, 2018 
‘Laying the Foundations for 21st Century Scientific Progress’ by Shirley Tilghman 
[via Wolfson Foundation]  
A lecture given by Professor Shirley M Tilghman, Princeton University on 8 October 2015 at the 
Royal College of Physicians. 
 
 
SDG Philanthropy Platform 
http://sdgfunders.org/ 
SDG Philanthropy Platform is a collaboration between philanthropy and the greater international 
development community led by Foundation Center, United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) and Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, and supported by the Conrad N. Hilton 
Foundation, Ford Foundation and the MasterCard Foundation, the Brach Family Foundation, and 
other key organizations such as Asociación de Fundaciones Empresariales (AFE) in Colombia, 
Brach Family Charitable Foundation, CAF America, Council on Foundations, East Africa 
Association of Grantmakers (EAAG), European Foundation Centre, Filantropi Indonesia (FI), 
GlobalGiving, The Humanitarian Forum, World Congress of Muslim Philanthropists, and 
Worldwide Initiatives for Grantmaker Support (WINGS). 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation 
https://sloan.org/about/press 
Call for Proposals: Multidisciplinary Research on U.S. Energy Transmission and 
Distribution Systems  
   Grants up to $250,000 available for early career researchers pursuing multidisciplinary 
research projects on energy Transmission and Distribution (T&D) systems in the United States 
Submission Deadline: June 1, 2018 
Overview 
  The Energy and Environment program at the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation is soliciting Letters of 

http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom/news-releases.html
https://www.rwjf.org/en/library/research/2018/03/slowdown-in-spending-growth.html
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/s2sfiles/laying-the-foundations-for-21st-century-scientific-progress-by-shirley-tilghman-via-wolfson-foundation/
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/s2sfiles/laying-the-foundations-for-21st-century-scientific-progress-by-shirley-tilghman-via-wolfson-foundation/
http://sdgfunders.org/
https://sloan.org/about/press
https://sloan.org/storage/app/media/programs/energy_and_environment/Call-for-Proposals-Energy-Transmission-and-Distribution-Research.pdf
https://sloan.org/storage/app/media/programs/energy_and_environment/Call-for-Proposals-Energy-Transmission-and-Distribution-Research.pdf
https://sloan.org/storage/app/media/programs/energy_and_environment/Call-for-Proposals-Energy-Transmission-and-Distribution-Research.pdf
https://sloan.org/storage/app/media/programs/energy_and_environment/Call-for-Proposals-Energy-Transmission-and-Distribution-Research.pdf


   

 

Inquiry for innovative, multidisciplinary research projects examining energy transmission and 
distribution (T&D) in the United States. Understanding changing electricity, oil, and gas T&D 
systems is critical to gaining insights about how the energy system may evolve in coming years, 
especially given the expected rise in distributed energy resources (DERs) such as rooftop solar 
installations, electric vehicles, household-level batteries, and other storage devices… 
 
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 31 March 2018] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
News / Published: 27 March 2018  
Wellcome to lead efforts to deliver fair access to healthcare interventions 
For the first time, Wellcome is stating its position on equitable access to healthcare 
interventions in a single statement. This is because we want new and improved interventions to 
be accessible to the people who need them most. 
[See Week in Review above for full text] 
 
News / Published: 27 March 2018  
Azim Surani wins Gairdner award for discovery of genomic imprinting 
Professor Azim Surani, a Wellcome Investigator, has been given a prestigious Canada Gairdner 
International Award. It recognises outstanding biomedical scientists who have made original 
contributions to medicine through increased understanding of human biology and disease. 
   Professor Surani discovered the phenomenon of genomic imprinting in 1984 and subsequently 
contributed to understanding of the developmental consequences and mechanistic basis of 
genomic imprinting.  

 
 
*                       *                       *                        * 
 
 

:: Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in 
human rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be 
exhaustive. We will add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon 
recommendation from readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content 
but note that successful access to some of the articles and other content may require 
subscription or other access arrangement unique to the publisher. Please suggest additional 
journals you feel warrant coverage. 
 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
April 2018 Volume 46, Issue 4, p363-478, e25-e30  
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
APIC/SHEA/SIDP Antimicrobial Stewardship Position Paper 
Antimicrobial stewardship and infection prevention—leveraging the synergy: A 
position paper update 
Mary Lou Manning, Edward J. Septimus, Elizabeth S. Dodds Ashley, Sara E. Cosgrove, Mohamad 
G. Fakih, Steve J. Schweon, Frank E. Myers, Julia A. Moody 
p364–368 
Published in issue: April 2018 
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American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
April 2018 Volume 54, Issue 4, p479-610, e59-e82  
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current  
Research Articles 
HIV Pre-exposure Prophylaxis Program Implementation Using Intervention 
Mapping 
Charlene A. Flash, Elizabeth L.T. Frost, Thomas P. Giordano, K. Rivet Amico, Jeffrey A. Cully, 
Christine M. Markham 
p519–529 
Published online: February 9, 2018 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
April 2018  108(4) 
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
HOMELESS CHILDREN 
Culturally Competent, Integrated Behavioral Health Service Delivery to Homeless 
Children 
Sean Lynch 
108(4), pp. 434–435 
 
IMMIGRATION 
Immigration Versus Immigrant: The Cycle of Anti-Immigrant Policies 
Steven P. Wallace and Maria Elena de Trinidad Young 
108(4), pp. 436–437 
 
PRISONS 
Why It Is Important to Promote Clinical Independence Among Health Professionals 
Working in Prisons, Jails, and Other Detention Settings 
Matthew K. Wynia 
108(4), pp. 440–441 
 
IMMIGRATION 
Mechanisms by Which Anti-Immigrant Stigma Exacerbates Racial/Ethnic Health 
Disparities 
Brittany N. Morey 
108(4), pp. 460–463 
 
HUMAN PAPILLOMAVIRUS 
A Qualitative Comparative Analysis of Combined State Health Policies Related to 
Human Papillomavirus Vaccine Uptake in the United States 
Megan C. Roberts, Taylor Murphy, Jennifer L. Moss, Christopher W. Wheldon and Wayne Psek 
108(4), pp. 493–499 
 
 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
Volume 98, Issue 3, 2018  
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/14761645/98/3  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
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20 March 2018 Vol: 168, Issue 6  
http://annals.org/aim/issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed 31 March 2018) 
[No new digest content identified 
 
 
BMJ Global Health 
March 2018 - Volume 3 - 2 
http://gh.bmj.com/content/3/2 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 31 March 2018) 
Research article 
Assessing youth-friendly sexual and reproductive health services: a systematic 
review  
Over the last quarter century, there has been an emergence of evidence-based research 
directed toward the development, implementation, and assessment of youth-friendly health 
services (YFHS) to improve the del...  
Authors: Amanda Mazur, Claire D. Brindis and Martha J. Decker 
Citation: BMC Health Services Research 2018 18:216  
Published on: 27 March 2018 
 
 
BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 31 March 2018) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Medical Ethics  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 
(Accessed 31 March 2018)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Medicine 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content 
(Accessed 31 March 2018)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content 
(Accessed 31 March 2018) 
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[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Public Health 
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles 
(Accessed 31 March 2018) 
Research article 
An empirical exploration of female child marriage determinants in Indonesia  
Child marriage, defined as marriage before age 18, is associated with adverse human capital 
outcomes. The child marriage burden remains high among female adolescents in Indonesia, 
despite increasing socioecono...  
Authors: Lauren Rumble, Amber Peterman, Nadira Irdiana, Margaret Triyana and Emilie Minnick 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2018 18:407  
Published on: 27 March 2018 
 
 
BMC Research Notes  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content 
(Accessed 31 March 2018) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Open 
March 2018 - Volume 8 - 3 
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Bulletin of the World Health Organization  
Volume 96, Number 3, March 2018, 145-224 
http://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/96/3/en/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Child Care, Health and Development  
March 2018  Volume 44, Issue 2  Pages 173–341 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/cch.v44.2/issuetoc 

[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Clinical Therapeutics 
March 2018 Volume 40, Issue 3, p353-496  
http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/current 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Conflict and Health 
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 31 March 2018] 
Case study 
26 March 2018  
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The new WHO decision-making framework on vaccine use in acute humanitarian 
emergencies: MSF experience in Minkaman, South Sudan  
Authors: Monica Rull, Sophie Masson, Nicolas Peyraud, Marco Simonelli, Alexandre Ventura, 
Claire Dorion, Francisco J. Luquero, Florent Uzzeni and Iza Cigleneki 
Abstract 
Introduction 
The main causes of death during population movements can be prevented by addressing the 
population’s basic needs. In 2013, the World Health Organization (WHO) issued a framework 
for decision making to help prioritize vaccinations in acute humanitarian emergencies. This 
article describes MSF’s experience of applying this framework in addition to addressing key 
population needs in a displacement setting in Minkaman, South Sudan. 
Case description 
Military clashes broke out in South Sudan in December 2013. By May 2014, Minkaman, a village 
in the Lakes State, hosted some 85,000 displaced people. MSF arrived in Minkaman on 28 
December 2013 and immediately provided interventions to address the key humanitarian needs 
(health care, access to drinking water, measles vaccination). The WHO framework was used to 
identify priority vaccines: those preventing outbreaks (measles, polio, oral cholera vaccine, and 
vaccine against meningococcal meningitis A (MenAfrivac®)) and those reducing childhood 
morbidity and mortality (pentavalent vaccine that combines diphtheria, tetanus, whooping 
cough, hepatitis B, and Haemophilus influenzae type B; pneumococcal vaccine; and rotavirus 
vaccine). By mid-March, access to primary and secondary health care was ensured, including 
community health activities and the provision of safe water. Mass vaccination campaigns 
against measles, polio, cholera, and meningitis had been organized. Vaccination campaigns 
against the main deadly childhood diseases, however, were not in place owing to lack of 
authorization by the Ministry of Health (MoH). 
Conclusions 
The first field use of the new WHO framework for prioritizing vaccines in acute emergencies is 
described. Although MSF was unable to implement the full package of priority vaccines because 
authorization could not be obtained from the MoH, a series of mass vaccination campaigns 
against key epidemic-prone diseases was successfully implemented within a complex 
emergency context. Together with covering the population’s basic needs, this might have 
contributed to reducing mortality levels below the emergency threshold and to the absence of 
epidemics. For the WHO framework to be used to its full potential it must not only be adapted 
for field use but, most importantly, national decision makers should be briefed on the 
framework and its practical implementation. 
 
 
Contemporary Clinical Trials 
Volume 66  Pages 1-92 (March 2018) 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/contemporary-clinical-trials/vol/66/suppl/C 

[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Current Opinion in Infectious Diseases 
April 2018 - Volume 31 - Issue 2  
http://journals.lww.com/co-infectiousdiseases/pages/currenttoc.aspx 

[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Developing World Bioethics 
March 2018  Volume 18, Issue 1  Pages 1–64 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dewb.2018.18.issue-1/issuetoc 
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Special Issue: Rebuilding Patient-Physician Trust in China, Developing a Trust-
Oriented Bioethics 

[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Development in Practice  
Volume 28, Issue 2, 2018 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cdip20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Development Policy Review 
March 2018  Volume 36, Issue 2  Pages i–iv, 153–261 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dpr.2018.36.issue-2/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disability and Rehabilitation: Assistive Technology 
Volume 13, Issue 3, 2018 
http://informahealthcare.com/toc/idt/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disaster Medicine and Public Health Preparedness  
Volume 12 - Issue 1 - February 2018  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/disaster-medicine-and-public-health-
preparedness/latest-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disasters 
April 2018   Volume 42, Issue 2  Pages 205–404 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/disa.2018.42.issue-2/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
EMBO Reports 
01 March 2018; volume 19, issue 3 
http://embor.embopress.org/content/19/3?current-issue=y 
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Epidemics 
Volume 22, Pages 1-78 (March 2018) 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/epidemics/vol/22/suppl/C 
Special Issue: The RAPIDD Ebola Forecasting Challenge 
Edited by Gerardo Chowell-Puente, Alessandro Vespignani, Cecile Viboud, Lone Simonsen 
The RAPIDD Ebola forecasting challenge special issue: Preface 
Open access   Pages 1-2  
Cécile Viboud, Lone Simonsen, Gerardo Chowell, Alessandro Vespignani 
[Initial text] 
   Interest in disease forecasting is growing, stimulated by the continued threat of emerging 
infections, increased modeling capabilities, and a more porous interface between the modeling 
community and policy experts who make decisions to roll out interventions (Chretien et al., 
2015a). Forecasting competitions are common in the field of meteorology and climate, but have 
just started to percolate the field of disease modeling. Key examples include the multi-year 
seasonal flu contest initiated by the US CDC in 2015, the dengue challenge organized by NOAA, 
and the chikungunya challenge led by DARPA (DARPA, 2015; Biggerstaff et al., 2016; NOAA, 
2015). In this special issue, we describe the Ebola forecasting challenge led by the US National 
Institute of Health in 2015–2016, as part of their Research And Policy in Infectious Disease 
Dynamics (RAPIDD) program. 
   The RAPIDD Ebola forecasting challenge was launched in the aftermath of the 2014–2015 
West African Ebola outbreak, during which a large number of real-time modeling approaches 
were used to generate useful but sometime conflicting predictions due to the varying outcomes, 
methodological assumptions and scenarios considered (Chretien et al., 2015b). The goals of this 
challenge were to compare the prediction accuracy of different Ebola transmission models while 
exploring a range of data availability, measurement error, and epidemiological complexity in a 
controlled manner. The Ebola forecasting challenge was unique in that it relied on synthetic 
outbreak data generated by a detailed mechanistic disease model, while other challenges have 
relied on empirical outbreak data thus far… 
   This special issue on Ebola forecasting intersects nicely with previous Special issues of 
Epidemics on model comparisons for neglected tropical diseases (Hollingsworth and Medley, 
2017), and challenges in infectious diseases dynamics (Lloyd-Smith et al., 2015). Common 
emergent themes include the need for development of standardized methods for model 
comparisons and validation, handling of uncertainty, availability and accuracy of empirical data, 
development of portfolio of models tailored to different types of pandemic threats, and the 
interface between models and policy. Most inspiringly perhaps is the spirit of collegiality and 
collaboration that characterizes the large group projects described in these three special issues. 
   In conclusion, we anticipate that the RAPIDD Ebola Forecasting special issue will stimulate 
further synthetic and empirical infectious disease challenges and systematic model comparisons.    
These large-scale projects represent an intense amount of work from participating teams, with 
typically little or no funding. However, we believe they represent an important step towards 
improving the link between policy and modeling. Emerging and re-emerging infectious diseases 
will continue to present new threats, and we hope that this body of work will inspire a new crop 
of scientists to collaboratively advance the field of infectious disease forecasting… 
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The European Journal of Public Health 
Volume 28, Issue 1, 1 February 2018 
https://academic.oup.com/eurpub/issue/28/1 
Editorials 
Moving towards compulsory vaccination: the Italian experience  
Walter Ricciardi; Stefania Boccia; Roberta Siliquini  
European Journal of Public Health, Volume 28, Issue 1, 1 February 2018, Pages 2–3, 
https://doi.org/10.1093/eurpub/ckx214 
Extract  
Vaccine hesitancy is a phenomenon that has increased widely in the last few years, in the 
Europe and in the USA, giving its consequences on vaccine coverage rates. The decrease in 
those rates caused an enormous spread of preventable infections that were quite rare in the 
past years, or, at least, presented mild consequences. Since immunization is an issue of 
coverage rates, the European Council prompted the National Health Authorities to face the 
challenge of reaching the target of 95% of the population, set by European Centre for Disease 
Prevention and Control (ECDC), through the implementation of effective vaccination policies. 
In Italy, coverage rates have been decreasing in the last few years. In 2016, the following 
coverage rates at 24 months for birth cohort 2014 have been reported by Italian... 
 
Migration and health 
International migrants’ use of emergency departments in Europe compared with 
non-migrants’ use: a systematic review  
Sarah H Credé; Elizabeth Such; Suzanne Mason  
European Journal of Public Health, Volume 28, Issue 1, 1 February 2018, Pages 61–73, 
https://doi.org/10.1093/eurpub/ckx057 
 
Gypsy, Roma and Traveller access to and engagement with health services: a 
systematic review  
Alison McFadden; Lindsay Siebelt; Anna Gavine; Karl Atkin; Kerry Bell ...  
European Journal of Public Health, Volume 28, Issue 1, 1 February 2018, Pages 74–81, 
https://doi.org/10.1093/eurpub/ckx226 
 
Primary care for refugees and newly arrived migrants in Europe: a qualitative study 
on health needs, barriers and wishes  
Tessa van Loenen; Maria van den Muijsenbergh; Marrigje Hofmeester; Christopher Dowrick; 
Nadja van Ginneken ...  
European Journal of Public Health, Volume 28, Issue 1, 1 February 2018, Pages 82–87, 
https://doi.org/10.1093/eurpub/ckx210 
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Food Security  
Volume 10, Issue 1, February 2018 
https://link.springer.com/journal/12571/10/1/page/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Forced Migration Review (FMR) 
February 2018 
http://www.fmreview.org/syria2018/contents.html 
Syrians in displacement 
With 2018 marking the 7th anniversary of the Syrian conflict, this issue of FMR explores new 
insights and continuing challenges relating to the displacement of millions of Syrians both 
internally and in neighbouring countries. What we learn from responses to this large-scale, 
multi-faceted displacement is also relevant to other situations of displacement beyond as well 
as within the Middle East. FMR 57 contains 27 articles on ‘Syrians in displacement’, plus six 
‘general’ articles on other topics. 
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Volume 45, Issue 1, 2017  
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Genocide Studies International 
Vol. 11, No. 2, Fall 2017  
https://www.utpjournals.press/toc/gsi/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Geoheritage  
Volume 10, Issue 1, March 2018 
https://link.springer.com/journal/12371/10/1/page/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Health Action  
Volume 10, 2017 – Issue 1 [In Progress]  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/zgha20/10/1?nav=tocList 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Health: Science and Practice (GHSP) 
Vol. 6, No. 1   March 21, 2018  
http://www.ghspjournal.org/content/current 
COMMENTARIES 
Open Access 
A New World Health Era  
Ariel Pablos-Méndez and Mario C Raviglione 
Global Health: Science and Practice March 2018, 6(1):8-16; https://doi.org/10.9745/GHSP-D-
17-00297  
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   Unprecedented economic progress and demands for social protection have engendered an 
economic transition in health in many low- and middle-income countries, characterized by major 
increases in domestic health spending and growing national autonomy. At the global level, 
development assistance is refocusing on fragile states, the poorest communities, and 
cooperation on global public goods like health security, technical norms, and innovation. 
Intergovernmental organizations like WHO need the wherewithal and support to provide 
leadership and to properly advance this new world health era. 
 
PROGRAMMATIC REVIEWS & ANALYSES 
Family Planning in the Democratic Republic of the Congo: Encouraging Momentum, 
Formidable Challenges  
Dieudonné Kwete, Arsene Binanga, Thibaut Mukaba, Théophile Nemuandjare, Muanda Fidele 
Mbadu, Marie-Thérèse Kyungu, Perri Sutton and Jane T Bertrand 
Global Health: Science and Practice March 2018, 6(1):40-54; https://doi.org/10.9745/GHSP-D-
17-00346  
   Formidable challenges: uncertain political situation, cultural norms favoring high fertility, a 
thin patchwork of service delivery institutions, logistical issues in a vast country with weak 
infrastructure, and low capacity of the population to pay for contraceptive services. Encouraging 
progress: increasing government and donor support, openness to progressive service delivery 
policies, innovative programming including robust social marketing and initiatives with nursing 
schools and the military, strong collaboration among stakeholders, high unmet need suggesting 
strong latent demand for family planning, and an increasingly balanced method mix including 
long-acting methods. 
 
ORIGINAL ARTICLES 
Open Access 
Expanding Access to Injectable Contraception: Results From Pilot Introduction of 
Subcutaneous Depot Medroxyprogesterone Acetate (DMPA-SC) in 4 African 
Countries  
Anna Stout, Siri Wood, George Barigye, Alain Kaboré, Daouda Siddo and Ida Ndione 
Global Health: Science and Practice March 2018, 6(1):55-72; https://doi.org/10.9745/GHSP-D-
17-00250  
   Nearly half a million doses of DMPA-SC were administered over 2 years in Burkina Faso, 
Niger, Senegal, and Uganda, with 29% of doses provided to first-time family planning users and 
44% (in 3 countries) to adolescent girls and young women under age 25. Switching from 
intramuscular DMPA (DMPA-IM) was not widespread and generally decreased over time. 
Community health workers provided a higher proportion of DMPA-SC than DMPA-IM injections. 
Stock-outs in 2 countries hindered product uptake, highlighting the need to strengthen logistics 
systems when introducing a new method. 
 
Community-Based Management of Acute Malnutrition to Reduce Wasting in Urban 
Informal Settlements of Mumbai, India: A Mixed-Methods Evaluation  
Neena Shah More, Anagha Waingankar, Sudha Ramani, Sheila Chanani, Vanessa D'Souza, 
Shanti Pantvaidya, Armida Fernandez and Anuja Jayaraman 
Global Health: Science and Practice March 2018, 6(1):103-127; https://doi.org/10.9745/GHSP-
D-17-00182  
   Under the NGO–government partnership, wasting among children under age 3 decreased by 
28% in intervention areas and by only 5% in comparison areas. Success factors included 
persuading and engaging with communities including delivery of tailored information, close 
presence and supervision of field staff, and holistic management of other issues beyond acute 
malnutrition. This intensive approach may be challenging for the government to adapt 
effectively at large scale. 
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STUDENT ARTICLES - UNDERGRADUATE 
Open Access 
Palm Oil in Myanmar: A Spatiotemporal Analysis of the Effects of Industrial Farming 
on Biodiversity Loss  
Khristopher Nicholas, Jessica Fanzo and Kytt MacManus 
Global Health: Science and Practice March 2018, 6(1):210-222; https://doi.org/10.9745/GHSP-
D-17-00132  
   Satellite imagery analysis reveals a progressive shift from smallholder farming to industrial oil 
palm plantations in rural Myanmar, concomitant with biodiversity loss. Although industrial palm 
oil cultivation may help the local economy flourish, rural communities assume the dual burden 
of ecosystem instability from deforestation and potential health risks from increased palm oil 
consumption. 
 
 
Global Public Health  
Volume 13, 2017   Issue 5 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rgph20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Globalization and Health 
http://www.globalizationandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 31 March 2018] 
Research 
27 March 2018  
New forms of development: branding innovative ideas and bidding for foreign aid in 
the maternal and child health service in Nepal  
Nepal has been receiving foreign aid since the early 1950s. Currently, the country’s health care 
system is heavily dependent on aid, even for the provision of basic health services to its people. 
Globally, the mechanism for the dispersal of foreign aid is becoming increasingly complex. 
Numerous stakeholders are involved at various levels: donors, intermediary organisations, 
project-implementing partners and the beneficiaries, engaging not only in Nepal but also 
globally. To illustrate how branding and bidding occurs, and to discuss how this process has 
become increasingly vital in securing foreign aid to run MCH activities in Nepal. 
Authors: Radha Adhikari, Pam Smith, Jeevan Raj Sharma and Obindra Bahadur Chand 
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https://www.healthaffairs.org/toc/hlthaff/current 
Advancing Health Equity 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health and Human Rights 
Volume 19, Issue 2, December 2017 
http://www.hhrjournal.org/ 
Special Section on Romani People and the Right to Health 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Health Economics, Policy and Law  
Volume 13 - Issue 2 - April 2018  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/health-economics-policy-and-law/latest-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Policy and Planning 
Volume 33, Issue 2, 1 March 2018 
http://heapol.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Promotion International 
Volume 33, Issue 2, 1 April 2018 
https://academic.oup.com/heapro/issue 
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Health Research Policy and Systems 
http://www.health-policy-systems.com/content 
[Accessed 31 March 2018] 
Research 
27 March 2018  
An evaluation of South Africa’s public–private partnership for the localisation of 
vaccine research, manufacture and distribution  
Authors: David R. Walwyn and Adolph T. Nkolele 
Abstract 
Background 
Public–private partnerships (PPPs), widely used as a means of leveraging the skills, expertise 
and resources of the private sector to mutual advantage, were similarly adopted by South Africa 
to support public sector delivery. This study has evaluated one such partnership, namely the 
Biovac Institute, which was established in 2003 to cover vaccine research and development, 
manufacturing, and supply. The initiative was highly unusual given that it attempted to combine 
all three aspects in a single PPP. 
Methods 
The research has followed a concurrent mixed methods approach. In the quantitative study, 
data for prices and product volumes were extracted from secondary data sources and used to 
calculate the economic cost and value-for-money of the PPP. Simultaneously, a qualitative study 
was undertaken in which a number of key stakeholders were interviewed using a semi-
structured questionnaire on their perceptions of the PPP’s value. 
Results 
The institute earns a premium on the procurement cost of a broad range of vaccines required 
by the South African National Department of Health for its immunisation programme, the net 
value of which was US$85.7 million over the period 2010 to 2014. These funds were used to 
finance the institute’s operations, including vaccine research, distribution and quality control. 
Capital expenditure to support the establishment of facilities for laboratory testing, packaging 
and labelling, filling, formulation and, finally, active pharmaceutical ingredient manufacture, 
approximately US$40 million in total, had to be secured through loans and grants. According to 
the respondents in the qualitative survey, the principal benefit of the PPP has been the 
uninterrupted supply of vaccines and the ability to respond quickly to vaccine shortages. The 
main disadvantages appear to have been a slow and ineffectual establishment of a vaccine 
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manufacturing centre and, initially, a limited ability to negotiate highly competitive vaccine 
prices. 
Conclusions 
Overall, it is concluded that a positive value-for-money has been achieved and the institute has 
been of significant public benefit. Relationships of this nature can be used to achieve public 
health goals, but need to be realistic about timeframes, costs and the limitations of relational 
governance in ensuring that complex programmatic outcomes are achieved. It is recommended 
that a more incremental approach, with clearer contractual goals, penalties and incentives, is 
adopted in attempting initiatives aimed at the localisation of manufacturing technology by 
leveraging public procurement. 
 
 
Human Rights Quarterly 
Volume 40, Number 1, February 2018 
http://muse.jhu.edu/issue/37973 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Humanitarian Exchange Magazine 
Number 71  March 2018 
https://odihpn.org/magazine/humanitarian-response-urban-areas/ 
Humanitarian response in urban areas 
   Humanitarian crises are increasingly affecting urban areas either directly, through civil 
conflict, hazards such as flooding or earthquakes, urban violence or outbreaks of disease, or 
indirectly, through hosting people fleeing these threats. The humanitarian sector has been slow 
to understand how the challenges and opportunities of working in urban spaces necessitate 
changes in how they operate. For agencies used to working in rural contexts, the dynamism of 
the city, with its reliance on markets, complex systems and intricate logistics, can be a daunting 
challenge. Huge, diverse and mobile populations complicate needs assessments, and close 
coordination with other, often unfamiliar, actors is necessary. 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
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[No new digest content identified] 
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[No new digest content identified] 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Community Medicine and Public Health 
Vol 5, No 3 (2018)   March 2018 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Disaster Risk Reduction 
Volume 27, Pages 1-648 (March 2018) 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/22124209/27 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Epidemiology 
Volume 47, Issue 1, 1 February 2018 
https://academic.oup.com/ije/issue/47/1 
Cohort Profiles 
Cohort Profile: Maternal mental health and child development in situations of past 
violent conflict and ongoing adversity: the DILI birth cohort study  
W A Tol; S J Rees; A K Tay; N Tam; A da Costa Saldanha Segurado ...  
International Journal of Epidemiology, Volume 47, Issue 1, 1 February 2018, Pages 17–17h, 
https://doi.org/10.1093/ije/dyw130 
 
Cohort Profile: Building a New Life in Australia (BNLA): the longitudinal study of 
humanitarian migrants  
Ben Edwards; Diana Smart; John De Maio; Michelle Silbert; Rebecca Jenkinson  
International Journal of Epidemiology, Volume 47, Issue 1, 1 February 2018, Pages 20–20h, 
https://doi.org/10.1093/ije/dyx218 
 
 
International Journal of Heritage Studies 
Volume 24, Issue 6   2018 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rjhs20/current 
Article 
Looking into the ‘black box’ of heritage protection: analysis of conservation area 
disputes in London through the eyes of planning inspectors 
Nir Mualam & Rachelle Alterman 
Pages: 599-618 
Published online: 03 Nov 2017 
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Endangerment-driven heritage volunteering: democratisation or ‘Changeless 
Change’ 
L. Harald Fredheim 
Pages: 619-633 
Published online: 08 Nov 2017 
 
Article 
Digitally Mediated Iconoclasm: the Islamic State and the war on cultural heritage 
José Antonio González Zarandona, César Albarrán-Torres & Benjamin Isakhan 
Pages: 649-671 
Published online: 20 Dec 2017 
Abstract 
This paper puts forward the new analytical framework of ‘Digitally Mediated Iconoclasm’ (DMI) 
to analyse and interpret iconoclastic acts that are experienced through the propaganda (videos, 
social media, photographs, and other media) that the actor perpetrating the destruction makes 
available in global information networks for its consumption, duplication, and distribution. DMI 
captures three stages of the destruction (before, during and after the event) as both evidence 
of that destruction and as a perdurable digital archive. To demonstrate the relevance of DMI, 
we focus on an analysis of the videos and photographs depicting heritage destruction at pre-
monotheistic sites targeted by the Islamic State (IS), such as Palmyra in Syria, the Mosul 
Cultural Museum, Nineveh and Nimrud in Iraq. The analysis focuses on the three stages that 
DMI comprises, showing the different photographic and audio-visual production techniques that 
the IS uses to enhance the tension that is built up leading to the destruction of cultural heritage 
while allocating material and human resources to produce digital propaganda. This analysis 
demonstrates how the analytical framework of DMI can be used to advance important work in 
heritage and media studies. 
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March 2018| Vol 16| Issue 1 
http://www.interventionjournal.org/currentissue.asp?sabs=n 
ARTICLE  
Closing the gap between disaster mental health research and practice: evidence for 
socio-ecological mental health interventions through multilevel research  
Tim R Wind, Ivan H Komproe 
Abstract 
Socio-ecological interventions assume that there are ‘links’ between the individual process that 
determines disaster mental health and the social context one lives in. However, there is 
insufficient empirical basis for this claim. This paper summarises the main findings from a 
research programme, in which two advanced statistical techniques on data from two floods 
were applied, respectively Uttar Pradesh, India 2008 and Morpeth, England, 2008. By means of 
multilevel structural equation modelling it was found that individual psychosocial resources 
(coping behaviour and social support) are employed more parsimoniously and effectively when 
disaster affected individuals can rely on a trustworthy and effective social community. 
Additionally, using multilevel confirmatory factor analyses to address screening outcomes 
yielded two methodological problems: nested variance due to the disaster context and poor 
construct validity. These can be illustrated, but not dismissed without applying advanced 
statistical analyses. The findings strongly suggest that community interventions promoting 
social context and individual interventions not only share the same objective, but also impact 
mental health via the same individual mechanisms. 
 
Underrepresentation of men in gender based humanitarian and refugee trauma 
research: a scoping review  
William Affleck, Ann Selvadurai, Lindsey Sikora 
DOI:10.1097/WTF.0000000000000157   
Abstract 
Sex and gender are important considerations within refugee studies. Risks to health and 
wellbeing may manifest differently for refugee women and men, as may the use of health and 
social services and responses to interventions. Since the 1980s, increased attention has been 
paid to the experience of girls and women in refugee and humanitarian research, however, 
much less attention has been paid to boys and men. The purpose of this systematic scoping 
review was to investigate whether there is a gender bias in refugee and humanitarian research 
on refugee trauma. Findings demonstrate that since 1988, fully 95% of gender focused refugee 
research addressed women’s issues, while only 5% addressed the experience of refugee men. 
This article offers possible explanations for this gap and discusses its ramifications for both 
research and clinical practice. 
 
Field Reports 
Operational and ethical challenges of applied psychosocial research in humanitarian 
emergency settings: a case study 
Elisabetta Dozio, Cécile Bizouerne, Marion Feldman, Marie Rose Moro 
DOI:10.1097/WTF.0000000000000158   
Abstract 
Interventions on mental health and psychosocial wellbeing have been largely implemented in 
low and middle income countries. In order to adapt the support offered, an increasing number 
of applied research projects in mental health and psychosocial support have been conducted. 
However, while challenges arising can be related to the specificity of the mental health and 
psychosocial sector, within a broader perspective they are also strongly linked to difficulties of 
access to beneficiaries, security and protections issues, and competence of staff. Research 
priorities and guidelines have the objective of providing recommendations to ensure a 
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framework of best practice for research during emergencies. Therefore, this article presents and 
discusses operational and ethical challenges of research conducted during an emergency, as 
implemented by the international nongovernmental organisation Action Contre la Faim.  
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Journal of Empirical Research on Human Research Ethics 
Volume 13, Issue 2, April 2018  
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/jre/current 
Ethical Issues in Biobanking and use of Biospecimens 
Broad Consent for Research on Biospecimens: The Views of Actual Donors at Four 
U.S. Medical Centers 
Teddy D. Warner, Carol J. Weil, Christopher Andry, Howard B. Degenholtz, Lisa Parker, Latarsha 
J. Carithers, Michelle Feige, David Wendler, Rebecca D. Pentz 
First Published February 1, 2018; pp. 115–124 
Preview 
Commentators are concerned that broad consent may not provide biospecimen donors with 
sufficient information regarding possible future research uses of their tissue. We surveyed with 
interviews 302 cancer patients who had recently provided broad consent at four diverse 
academic medical centers. The majority of donors believed that the consent form provided 
them with sufficient information regarding future possible uses of their biospecimens. Donors 
expressed very positive views regarding tissue donation in general and endorsed the use of 
their biospecimens in future research across a wide range of contexts. Concerns regarding 
future uses were limited to for-profit research and research by investigators in other countries. 
These results support the use of broad consent to store and use biological samples in future 
research. 
 
Improving IRB/REC Approval Rates 
Regulatory Support Improves Subsequent IRB Approval Rates in Studies Initially 
Deemed Not Ready for Review: A CTSA Institution’s Experience 
Susan Sonne, Stephanie Gentilin, Royce R. Sampson, Leslie Bell, Toni Mauney, Summer Young, 
Katherine Bright, Patrick Flume 
First Published January 18, 2018; pp. 139–144 
Abstract 
We evaluated the impact of a regulatory support service (known as the Regulatory Knowledge 
and Support [RKS] program), part of the Medical University of South Carolina’s Clinical and 
Translational Science Award, on the success of Institutional Review Board (IRB) applications 
that have previously been deemed by the IRB to be Not Ready for Review (NRR). At the time of 
this evaluation, 77 studies had been deemed NRR, 53 of which came from trainees and junior 
faculty. All the applications that received regulatory support either received IRB approval or 
were deemed to not be research, and therefore did not require IRB review. In all, 39.1% (n = 
18) of the research teams who did not accept regulatory support successfully received IRB 
approval. Providing regulatory support, particularly to trainees and junior faculty, may be 
associated with better success in obtaining IRB approval as well as preventing the unnecessary 
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submission of projects that are not research and would therefore not require IRB review or 
approval. 
 
Commentary on “Regulatory Support Improves Subsequent IRB/REC Approval 
Rates in Studies Initially Deemed Not Ready for Review: A CTSA Institution’s 
Experience” 
Stuart G. Nicholls 
First Published January 18, 2018; pp. 145–147 
 
Response to Commentary: Regulatory Support Improves Subsequent IRB Approval 
Rates in Studies Initially Deemed Not Ready for Review—A CTSA Institution’s 
Experience 
Susan Sonne, Stephanie Gentilin, Royce R. Sampson, Leslie Bell, Toni Mauney, Summer Young, 
Katherine Bright, Patrick Flume 
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Risk Factors for Depression Among Civilians After the 9/11 World Trade Center 
Terrorist Attacks: A Systematic Review and Meta-Analysis 
March 30, 2018 · Research Article  
   Introduction The development of depressive symptoms among the population of civilians who 
were not directly involved in recovery or rescue efforts following the 9/11 World Trade Center 
(WTC) terrorist attacks is not comprehensively understood. We performed a meta-analysis that 
examined the associations between multiple risk factors and depressive symptoms after the 
9/11 WTC terrorist attacks in New York City among civilians including survivors, residents, and 
passersby.  Methods  PubMed, Google Scholar, and the Cochrane Library were searched from 
September, 2001 through July, 2016. Reviewers identified eligible studies and synthesized odds 
ratios (ORs) using a random-effects model.  Results  The meta-analysis included findings from 7 
studies (29,930 total subjects). After adjusting for multiple comparisons, depressive symptoms 
were significantly associated with minority race/ethnicity (OR, 1.40; 99.5% Confidence Interval 
[CI], 1.04 to 1.88), lower income level (OR, 1.25; 99.5% CI, 1.09 to 1.43), post-9/11 social 
isolation (OR, 1.68; 99.5% CI, 1.13 to 2.49), post-9/11 change in employment (OR, 2.06; 
99.5% CI, 1.30 to 3.26), not being married post-9/11 (OR, 1.59; 99.5% CI, 1.18 to 2.15), and 
knowing someone injured or killed (OR, 2.02; 99.5% CI, 1.42 to 2.89). Depressive symptoms 
were not significantly associated with greater age (OR, 0.86; 99.5% CI, 0.70 to 1.05), no 
college degree (OR, 1.32; 99.5% CI, 0.96 to 1.83), female sex (OR, 1.24; 99.5% CI, 0.98 to 
1.59), or direct exposure to WTC related traumatic events (OR, 1.26; 99.5% CI, 0.69 to 
2.30).  Discussion  Findings from this study suggest that lack of post-disaster social capital was 
most strongly associated with depressive symptoms among the civilian population after the 
9/11 WTC terrorist attacks, followed by bereavement and lower socioeconomic status. These 
risk factors should be identified among civilians in future disaster response efforts. 
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Analyzing the Local Epidemiological Profile of Malaria Transmission in the Brazilian 
Amazon Between 2010 and 2015 
March 27, 2018 · Research Article  
Introduction: Malaria still is a public health problem in the Americas. In 2015, Brazil accounted 
for 37% of all cases in the Americas, and of these cases, 99.5% were located in the Brazilian 
Amazon. Despite the mobilization of resources from the Brazilian National Plan for Malaria 
Control, too many municipalities have high transmission levels. The objective of this study is to 
evaluate the local epidemiological profile of malaria and its trend between 2010 and 2015 in the 
Brazilian Amazon. This study also aims to recognize the epidemiological differences in the local 
temporo-spatial dynamics of malaria. 
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Methods: Malaria data were stratified by the annual parasite incidence (API) over the six-year 
period and by municipality. We used the method of seasonal decomposition by Loess smoothing 
to capture trend, seasonal and irregular components. A generalized linear model was applied to 
quantify trends, and the Kruskal-Wallis Rank Sum was applied to test for seasonality 
significance. 
Results: The malaria API declined by 61% from 2010 to 2015, and there was a 40% reduction 
of municipalities with high transmission (determined as an API higher than 50). In 2015, 9.4% 
of municipalities had high transmission and included 62.8% of the total cases. The time-series 
analyses showed different incidence patterns by region after 2012; several states have 
minimized the effect of the seasonality in their incidence rates, thus achieving low rates of 
incidence. There were 13 municipalities with sustained high transmission that have become the 
principal focus of malaria control; these municipalities contained 40% of the cases between 
2013 and 2015. 
Discussion: Brazil has achieved advances, but more sustained efforts are necessary to contain 
malaria resurgence. The use of malaria stratification has been demonstrated as a relevant tool 
to plan malaria programs more efficiently, and spatiotemporal analysis corroborates the idea 
that implementing any intervention in malaria should be stratified by time to interpret 
tendencies and by space to understand the local dynamics of the disease. 
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Grassland biodiversity can pay  
Seth Binder, Forest Isbell, Stephen Polasky, Jane A. Catford and David Tilman 
PNAS March 26, 2018. 201712874; published ahead of print March 26, 2018. 
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1712874115  
Significance 
Ecological research suggests that greater biodiversity could lead to greater economic value, 
even for private owners of “working” land. However, the studies from which such a conclusion 
might be inferred do not account for all relevant information in a coherent economic framework. 
Our paper applies standard economic theory to rigorously account for costs, quality, and risk. 
Results indicate that higher levels of biodiversity than are typically observed on commercial 
grasslands would maximize landowner value in the experimental grassland we study. Greater 
private benefits from biodiversity could encourage private investment in biodiversity and reduce 
the cost of public conservation efforts. 
 
The opportunity cost of animal based diets exceeds all food losses  
Alon Shepon, Gidon Eshel, Elad Noor and Ron Milo 
PNAS March 26, 2018. 201713820; published ahead of print March 26, 2018. 
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1713820115  
Significance 
With a third of all food production lost via leaky supply chains or spoilage, food loss is a key 
contributor to global food insecurity. Demand for resource-intensive animal-based food further 
limits food availability. In this paper, we show that plant-based replacements for each of the 
major animal categories in the United States (beef, pork, dairy, poultry, and eggs) can produce 
twofold to 20-fold more nutritionally similar food per unit cropland. Replacing all animal-based 
items with plant-based replacement diets can add enough food to feed 350 million additional 
people, more than the expected benefits of eliminating all supply chain food loss. 
Abstract 
Food loss is widely recognized as undermining food security and environmental sustainability. 
However, consumption of resource-intensive food items instead of more efficient, equally 
nutritious alternatives can also be considered as an effective food loss. Here we define and 
quantify these opportunity food losses as the food loss associated with consuming resource-
intensive animal-based items instead of plant-based alternatives which are nutritionally 
comparable, e.g., in terms of protein content. We consider replacements that minimize cropland 
use for each of the main US animal-based food categories. We find that although the 
characteristic conventional retail-to-consumer food losses are ≈30% for plant and animal 
products, the opportunity food losses of beef, pork, dairy, poultry, and eggs are 96%, 90%, 
75%, 50%, and 40%, respectively. This arises because plant-based replacement diets can 
produce 20-fold and twofold more nutritionally similar food per cropland than beef and eggs, 
the most and least resource-intensive animal categories, respectively. Although conventional 
and opportunity food losses are both targets for improvement, the high opportunity food losses 
highlight the large potential savings beyond conventionally defined food losses. Concurrently 
replacing all animal-based items in the US diet with plant-based alternatives will add enough 
food to feed, in full, 350 million additional people, well above the expected benefits of 
eliminating all supply chain food waste. These results highlight the importance of dietary shifts 
to improving food availability and security. 
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Abstract 
Introduction  
Despite emphasis by disaster experts on the importance of disaster preparedness, disaster 
management in Yemen has attracted only a little attention. Most of the efforts have focused on 
post-disaster relief activities rather than the pre-disaster preparedness and risk reduction. 
Hospitals have a crucial role in emergency response and should be prepared. Thus, the aim of 
this study was intended to assess the hospital preparedness of Aden Capital, South Yemen 
against disasters. 
Method  
A cross-sectional study was conducted in June 2016. The sample was all Aden City facilities with 
a total number of 10 hospitals: five public and five private hospitals. A survey was done by 
using the World Health Organization (WHO; Geneva, Switzerland) standards checklist 2011. 
Results  
The overall preparedness of Aden City hospitals to disasters fell at the unacceptable level of 
readiness, with an average mean of 46.6 (SD = 38.31; range 24-82). Of 10 hospitals, two 
ranked insufficient while eight hospitals were at unacceptable levels of preparedness. 
Conclusion  
All hospitals were noted grossly unprepared for potential disasters. Therefore, it is 
recommended that greater efforts be invested in creating a comprehensive strategy and 
national or local guidelines to establish an emergency management system based on the 
anticipated hazard and the needed resources. 
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adolescents living with HIV in Zambia: a cross-sectional study  
Adolescents living with HIV face challenges, such as disclosure of HIV status, adherence to 
antiretroviral therapy, mental health, and sexual and reproductive health (SRH). These 
challenges affect their future quality of life. However, little evidence is available on their sexual 
behaviors and SRH needs in Zambia. This study aimed at assessing their sexual behaviors and 
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A systematic review of economic evaluations of interventions to tackle tuberculosis 
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Triptych of the Hermit Saints: pneumococcal polysaccharide vaccines for the elderly 
Ger T Rijkers,1,2 Laura IE Yousif,1 Simone MC Spoorenberg,3 Frans J van Overveld1 
Abstract:  
Pneumococcal pneumonia is a serious disease with considerable morbidity and mortality in the 
elderly. Despite adequate antibiotic treatment, the long-term mortality of pneumococcal 
pneumonia remains high. Preventive measures in the form of vaccination, therefore, are 
warranted. Twenty-three-valent polysaccharide vaccines have a broad coverage but limited 
efficacy. Pneumococcal conjugate vaccines have been shown in children to be able to prevent 
invasive and mucosal pneumococcal diseases. It should be realized that the serotype 
composition of current pneumococcal conjugate vaccines is not tailored for the elderly, and that 
replacement disease can occur. Yet, the current 13-valent conjugate vaccine has been shown to 
protect against infections with vaccine serotypes. Long-term mortality of pneumococcal 
pneumonia should be included in policy making about the introduction of these vaccines for the 
elderly. 
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Stanford Social Innovation Review 
Winter 2018   Volume 16, Number 1  
https://ssir.org/issue/winter_2018 
   The only way that climate change will be reversed is by continuing to develop new 
technologies and turning them into products and services. Philanthropists play an important role 
in that process, particularly by investing in risky, early-stage, science-based startups that 
traditional investors shy away from. Read more about this in “The Investment Gap That 
Threatens the Planet,” the cover story in the Winter 2018 issue. 
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Abstract  
In preview of the special issue on “Environmental Governance for Sustainability”, this 
manuscript examines three key themes on governance and sustainability. Governance for 
sustainability, by its nature, requires long-enduring institutional arrangements. Given the 
complex adaptive systems in which governance decision-making takes place, we explore three 
key characteristics of successful, long-term governance. The first of these is working across 
scale. This includes nested institutions as well as communication and coordination both 
horizontally and vertically between diverse governance groups. Second, we highlight the 
importance of collaboration. Building on the previous point, we draw on literature from 
collaborative governance and co-management to emphasize how collaboration can help to build 
more enduring governance structures. Third, we examine the importance of adaptation and 
evolution in the resolution of collective action dilemmas in complex systems filled with 
nonlinearities, unclear causal chains, and environments in which we have less than a full 
understanding of the ramifications of governance actions. 
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Sustainability 2018, 10(3), 590; doi:10.3390/su10030590 
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Abstract  
The influence of tourism on the environment has led to research on the development of 
sustainable tourism. Scholars from popular destinations and their governments are actively 
conducting sustainable tourism research, and their contributions to the field have achieved 
global renown. Without data from the natural sciences, knowledge from tourism dominates this 
area. This work utilizes content analysis to systematically review these studies to present the 
current state of existing research with the aid of visualization tools. The findings delineate the 
development of research on sustainable tourism in terms of collaboration, impact, knowledge 
base, and thematic coverage. Six major themes are selected to showcase recent trends in 
sustainable tourism research and guide future studies. Accordingly, this study can contribute to 
the development of sustainable tourism research and guide industry practice 
 
Open Access 
Article  
Farmers’ Willingness to Pay for Climate Information Services: Evidence from 
Cowpea and Sesame Producers in Northern Burkina Faso  
by Mathieu Ouédraogo, Silamana Barry, Robert B. Zougmoré, Samuel Tetteh Partey, Leopold 
Somé and Gregoire Baki 
Sustainability 2018, 10(3), 611; doi:10.3390/su10030611 
Received: 30 December 2017 / Revised: 14 February 2018 / Accepted: 21 February 2018 / 
Published: 27 February 2018 
Abstract  
Climate information is recognized as a powerful tool to reduce the effect of climate risk and 
uncertainty on crop production and increase the resilience and the adaptive capacity of farmers 
in semi-arid zones. This paper estimates farmers’ willingness to pay (WTP) for climate 
information within cowpea and sesame value chains in Northern Burkina Faso. The study used 
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the contingent valuation method for a monetary valuation of farmers’ preferences for climate 
information. Data were collected using a structured questionnaire from 170 farmers. The study 
found that 63% of respondents were willing to pay for climate information services (CIS) such 
as seasonal climate forecast (SCF), decadal climate information (10-DCI), daily climate 
information (1-DCI) and agro-advisories. The predicted value for the WTP was XOF 3496 for 
SCF, XOF 1066 for 10-DCI, XOF 1985 for 1-DCI and XOF 1628 for agro-advisories. The study 
also showed that several socioeconomic and motivation factors have greater influence on 
farmers’ WTP for CIS. These included the gender, age, education of the farm head and the 
awareness of farm head to climate information. The outcomes of this paper should support 
policy makers to better design an efficient mechanism for the dissemination of climate 
information to improve the adaptive capacity of farmers to climate risks in Burkina Faso. 
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Abstract  
Forest Landscape Restoration (FLR) has recently received broad political support, e.g., under 
the Bonn Challenge. However, although the concept promises quadruple wins for humans, 
biodiversity as well as climate change mitigation and adaptation, it remains heavily underutilized 
in practice. Drawing on a social constructivist reading and a survey in different developing and 
developed countries, we elaborate on varying existing narratives about FLR at global and 
country level. Overall, we find that FLR understandings in different countries strongly resonate 
with the globally pursued idea of enhancing ecological and human well-being. In more detail, 
however, rural development and climate mitigation oriented motives are prioritized over aspects 
of species conservation or adaptation. Globally, strong emphasis is placed on collaborative 
processes empowering local actors. At country level, by contrast, these ideas regarding greater 
local authority are complemented with a techno-managerial notion of government control. 
Considering the potential power struggles that could be evoked from such dialectic 
expectations, we see it as a primary responsibility for global FLR processes to fully embrace the 
political dimension of FLR and to support conflict resolution and adaptive learning processe 
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Principles of Islamic Finance and Principles of Corporate Social Responsibility: What 
Convergence?  
by Simona Franzoni and Asma Ait Allali 
Sustainability 2018, 10(3), 637; doi:10.3390/su10030637 
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Published: 28 February 2018 
Abstract  
Islamic Finance, among its other features, figures as a financial and economic model based on 
principles and ethical values in which sustainable development and social responsibility play an 
essential role. The aim of this study is to illustrate the concept of Corporate Social Responsibility 
(CSR) with specific reference to Islamic financial institutions, their principles, values and 
objectives, in order to understand the underpinning dynamics and identify the convergences 
between the principles underlying conventional CSR and those of Islamic Finance. Specifically, 
the ultimate purpose of the comparison is to highlight how CSR may constitute a significant 
factor of convergence between Islamic and conventional finance systems, going beyond the 
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logic of sustainability in short-term marketing policy and implementing medium- and long-term 
sustainability. This approach aims at increasing the potential for value creation and the pursuit 
of economic, social and environmental results for all stakeholders. This convergence should, 
finally, create conditions favourable to the harmonisation of the regulations and directives 
relative to CSR in the different countries, and therefore a better integration between Islamic 
finance institutions and conventional ones in the economic contexts 
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by Martina Keitsch 
Sustainability 2018, 10(3), 829; doi:10.3390/su10030829 
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Abstract  
The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), like the sustainable development (SD) concept 
itself, are open to multifaceted interpretations, and the same is true for their ethical 
implications. While SDG values are widely accepted as universal, the ethical structure of the 
SDGs is complex, with differing interpretations and ideas, e.g., on how to regard and value 
nature. This article is a conceptual attempt to clarify and structure ethical interpretations based 
on an environmental ethics framework consisting of two branches: anthropocentrism and 
biocentrism. The aim is to provide an overview of SDG positions and locate them in the wider 
field of environmental ethics, addressing the human–nature relationship as a recurring topic in 
the SDGs. Section 1 of this article presents environmental ethics and briefly discusses 
anthropocentrism and biocentrism. Section 2 outlines ethical similarities of SD and the SDGs 
and locates representative SDG interpretations within the environmental ethics framework. 
Section 3 summarizes findings and suggests a possibility of integrating biocentrism and 
anthropocentrism with regard to the further interpretation and discussion of SDG ethics. 
Insights from this article will aid researchers in adopting a better overview on ethical positions 
in the SDG debate. 
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January-February, 2018  Volume 21  
http://www.travelmedicinejournal.com/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Tropical Medicine & International Health 
Volume 23, Issue 3  Pages: i-iv, 251-340  March 2018 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13653156/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
UN Chronicle 
Vol. LIV No. 4 2017  January 2018  
http://unchronicle.un.org/ 
Global Citizenship 
   This issue focuses on global citizenship, which has been defined as the concept that one’s 
identity transcends, even as it respects, geographical and national borders, and that our social, 
political, environmental and economic actions occur in an interconnected world. The articles 
examine, among other things, the nexus between reducing inequality and global citizenship, 
safeguarding cultural and linguistic diversity, and the rights and responsibilities derived from 
being a global citizen. 
   In this issue of the UN Chronicle, we have invited a number of distinguished contributors to 
share with us their perspectives on what global citizenship is and how this concept can be 
translated into solutions to global challenges and concerns. 
 
  
Vulnerable Children and Youth Studies  
An International Interdisciplinary Journal for Research, Policy and Care  
Volume 13, Issue 2, 2018 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rvch20/current 
Article 
HIV risk screening for high-yield community testing services for orphans and 
vulnerable children: a literature review 
Malia Duffy, Melissa Sharer, Aida Berhan, Judith Kose, Helen Cornman, Jennifer Pearson & 
Sabrina Eagan 
Pages: 95-115 
Published online: 02 Jun 2017 
ABSTRACT 
This systematic literature review focuses on the identification of risk and protective factors – 
sociodemographic, behavioral and structural – associated with orphans’ and vulnerable 
children’s (OVC) likelihood of being or becoming HIV infected to inform the development of a 
high-yield community screening tool to identify at-risk OVC and link them to HIV testing 
services. The review examines the state of the evidence regarding HIV risk, protective factors 
and screening for HIV testing, including algorithms used in OVC and youth community and 
clinical program settings to identify those already infected with HIV and those at risk of 
acquiring HIV. A total of 26 studies were found eligible for abstraction, encompassing 428,501 
participants. The literature is sparse and inadequate related to screens for HIV testing among 
OVC, and only seven distinct screens were identified. Overall, it is clear that it is critical to 
identify children and youth most at risk of being HIV positive in community settings, while being 
mindful of risks associated with stigma and discrimination. Identifying these children and youth 
is critical to reaching the first and second UNAIDS targets – 90% of people living with HIV 

http://www.travelmedicinejournal.com/
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13653156/current
http://unchronicle.un.org/
https://unchronicle.un.org/issue/global-citizenship
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rvch20/current
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17450128.2017.1332399
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17450128.2017.1332399
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Duffy%2C+Malia
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Sharer%2C+Melissa
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Berhan%2C+Aida
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Kose%2C+Judith
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Cornman%2C+Helen
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Pearson%2C+Jennifer
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Eagan%2C+Sabrina


   

 

diagnosed and 90% of those with diagnosed HIV infection on treatment – and ultimately 
achieving viral suppression, leading to an AIDS-free generation. 
 
 
World Heritage Review  
http://whc.unesco.org/en/review/84/ 
n°86 - March 2018 
World Heritage and Reconstruction  
   While conflicts continue to inflict damage – much of it intentional – on heritage sites, 
reconstruction becomes a critical topic for discussion. The recovery, rehabilitation and 
reconstruction of damaged sites are complex. They involve questions that go beyond 
authenticity and integrity. As the architect Jad Tabet says in his introductory article to this issue 
of World Heritage, “No one could have imagined that the coming century would, in its early 
years, witness a new cycle of violence that would spread from Afghanistan and Iraq to Mali, 
Libya, Syria and Yemen and lead the world to this state of generalized latent warfare that we 
know today. 
 
The formulation of sound guidance is urgently required on issues related to recovery, taking 
into account the need to support the affected local communities. To this end, expert meetings 
have been convened by the UNESCO World Heritage Centre, ICCROM and ICOMOS, and 
seminars are being held at universities to develop plans for thoughtful and effective action. 
UNESCO is also currently preparing a ‘White Paper’ in partnership with the World Bank on the 
reconstruction of cities following a conflict or major natural disaster. Reconstruction projects at 
World Heritage sites also need to address the Outstanding Universal Value (OUV) of each site – 
the reason for which it was inscribed on the World Heritage List – but within the context of a 
larger vision for recovery that addresses socioeconomic questions as well as the needs of the 
local communities. Solutions must be sensitive to questions of reconciliation and cannot rewrite 
history. 
 
In this issue, we look at the cases of intentional destruction of sites in Syria and of the Buddhas 
in the Bamiyan Valley of Afghanistan. We take into account the devastating impact on local 
communities and their identities, as well as the implications of different approaches to 
reconstruction. We look at the inspiring cases of Timbuktu (Mali), where the mausoleums were 
rebuilt after their destruction in 2012, and the Old Bridge Area of the Old City of Mostar (Bosnia 
and Herzegovina), where the rebuilt bridge has become a symbol of perseverance and unity 
among communities. We are also pleased to present an interview with heritage expert Christina 
Cameron, who explains the concept of reconstruction in the framework of the World Heritage 
Convention and considers the emotional and psychological consequences for the related 
communities. 
 
As we move forward, the World Heritage Committee will continue to support the preparation 
and dissemination of guidance on reconstruction, which includes facing the multifaceted 
challenges it brings. The Committee will continue as well to offer other options – such as 
exhibits, or virtual projections – that can satisfy the needs of communities to preserve and 
express their identities without marring the authenticity of what remains. New questions must 
also be addressed in the future. They include commemoration of the loss, and remembrance of 
community members and site managers who have given their lives to defend our shared World 
Heritage. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to wholeheartedly thank Francesco Bandarin, Assistant 
Director-General for Culture, who is leaving UNESCO after 15 years of service and who 
contributed greatly to safeguarding World Heritage around the world. I would also like to 
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express my gratitude to Vesna Vujicic-Lugassy, our Managing Editor from the inception of this 
magazine in May 1996 to the present, for her personal engagement to make the Review 
globally known. 
Mechtild Rössler 
Director, UNESCO World Heritage Centre 
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