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::::::  
:::::: 
 
Venezuela 
 
Message of the Secretary General on Venezuela - Organization of American States (OAS)    
April 20, 2018 
The Venezuelan people are today experiencing an involuntary exodus, forced upon them by the 
growing economic and institutional degradation of the country. 
 
The data speaks for itself. According to the International Organization for Migration, in 2015 
some 698,000 Venezuelans lived outside of Venezuela. At the end of 2017, there were already 
1.6 million. It is very likely that this situation will worsen if the fraudulent elections of May 20 
are finally held and, as expected, consolidate the dictatorial power of the current regime. 
 
The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) already estimates that this year 
the figure could more than double, even surpassing 3 million people, 10 percent of the total 
Venezuelan population. 
 
This is already a humanitarian crisis of proportions never seen before in the Americas. It is a 
moral obligation of all the rest to help the Venezuelan brothers and sisters in this aspect as well. 
 
We know that migrating is not an easy process. That is why we support UNHCR's efforts to 
promote the protection of and assistance to Venezuelan refugees. 
 
That is why we also applaud initiatives of other Venezuelans outside their country, such as the 
Tú País Foundation and the CDEI Foundation to create a space for migrants to adapt in the best 
possible way to their new situation. 
 
At the OAS we are working on several initiatives. We are supporting a refugee resettlement 
program in cities in the interior of Brazil, analyzing legal regularization options in Ecuador, 
Colombia and Peru. Likewise, we are developing a guide for those who migrate by bus to the 
south and preparing a study on how support initiatives from different countries can be 
complemented. 
 
Know that you are not alone. We know what Venezuelan migrants are suffering. I want to 
convey to you all my solidarity and support for the drama you are experiencing and the forced 
exodus that many are going through… 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Forced Migration – Data 
 
World Bank Group, UNHCR sign memorandum to establish joint data center on 
forced displacement 
Date: April 20, 2018  
World Bank Group Chief Executive Officer Kristalina Georgieva and UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees Filippo Grandi signed a Memorandum of Understanding today to establish a new Joint 
Data Center on forced displacement. Set to begin operating later this year, the new Center 
responds to growing demand for more and better data, to inform a stronger global response to 
forced displacement and improve policies and programming to help affected people. 

http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=S-013/18
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2018/04/20/world-bank-group-unhcr-sign-memorandum-to-establish-joint-data-center-on-forced-displacement
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2018/04/20/world-bank-group-unhcr-sign-memorandum-to-establish-joint-data-center-on-forced-displacement
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Facing historically high levels of forced displacement, currently with about 66 million refugees, 
internally displaced persons and asylum seekers globally, the Bank Group and UNHCR have 
been expanding collaboration in recent years, including through a series of joint analytical work 
in the Horn of Africa, the Lake Chad Basin and the Middle East.   
 
The new Center builds on these efforts, and focuses on the collection, analysis and 
dissemination of primary microdata. This will enable the two institutions to complement each 
other’s strengths; UNHCR in protection data, registration and collection, and the Bank Group in 
household data, policy dialogue and analytical work. The Center will serve as a catalyst to 
stimulate work across both institutions, as well as to support governments, multi-lateral 
development banks, private sector, civil society, researchers, and others. Partnerships will be 
explored with other organizations that have substantive experience in forced displacement data, 
to further enhance complementarities and synergies.   
 
In terms of scope, the Center will cover demographic and socioeconomic data – detailed 
information on income, consumption, skills, health, and economic activity among others – that 
will be anonymized to protect privacy and prevent identifying individuals. Data will encompass 
refugees, internally displaced persons, stateless people, returnees, asylum-seekers, and host 
populations… 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Humanitarian Response : Financing Mechanisms 
 
MDBs Launch New Platform to Coordinate Support for Economic Migration and 
Forced Displacement 
News Release  
WASHINGTON, April 20, 2018 — Seven Multilateral Development Banks (MDBs) launched a new 
platform to enhance their collaboration on economic migration and forced displacement today 
on the margins of the IMF-World Bank Group Spring Meetings. The platform will advance 
strategic dialogue and operational coordination to maximize the impact of MDBs’ growing 
engagement in these two areas. 
 
While economic migration and forced displacement are distinct issues and require a different 
response, each has emerged as a complex development challenge. There are an estimated 250 
million international economic migrants worldwide, and roughly 66 million people are forcibly 
displaced as refugees or internally displaced persons fleeing conflict and persecution. 
 
The new platform represents a strong effort by MDBs to enhance cooperation to address these 
challenges, in response to a request made by the G7. After presenting a strategic framework for 
action at the G7 meeting in Bari, Italy, in May 2017, MDBs worked closely together to prepare 
specific initiatives under the new platform. 
 
Cooperation is ongoing. Since the platform was first announced in October 2017, MDB 
representatives have met several times to discuss respective approaches, results, and 
challenges. Four priority areas where there is high potential to increase impact have been 
identified to serve as the focus of the platform in the initial phase: 
:: Refining the common framework for MDB engagement; 
:: Advancing cooperation on knowledge, evidence, and data; 

https://www.adb.org/news/mdbs-launch-new-platform-coordinate-support-economic-migration-and-forced-displacement
https://www.adb.org/news/mdbs-launch-new-platform-coordinate-support-economic-migration-and-forced-displacement
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:: Ensuring strategic coordination on priority topics in coordination with governments, UN, and 
other partners; and 
:: Deploying better-targeted instruments and products. 
 
Today’s platform launch was attended by representatives of all participating MDBs—
African Development Bank, Asian Development Bank, European Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development, European Investment Bank, Inter-American 
Development Bank, Islamic Development Bank, and the World Bank Group—as well 
as G7 deputies and strategic partners including the European Commission and 
UNHCR… 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Development – Financial Inclusion 
 
The Global Findex Database 2017: Measuring Financial Inclusion and the Fintech 
Revolution 
World Bank – Asli Demirgüç-Kunt, Leora Klapper, Dorothe Singer, Saniya Ansar, Jake Hess 
2018 ]April] :: 151 pages 
PDF: 
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/29510/9781464812590.pdf 
Foreward 
…A growing body of research demonstrates the impact of country advances on significant 
priorities such as reducing poverty, hunger, and gender inequality. Today, member states at the 
United Nations are using Global Findex data to track progress toward the Sustainable 
Development Goals. 
 
Dozens of national governments have adopted policies to expand financial inclusion. These and 
other global and national efforts are paying off. New Global Findex data reveal that globally the 
share of adults owning an account is now 69 percent, an increase of seven percentage points 
since 2014. These numbers translate into 515 million adults who have gained access to financial 
tools. The 2017 figures on overall account ownership continue the upward trajectory we’ve seen 
since the Global Findex database was first released—with financial inclusion rising 18 
percentage points since 2011, when account ownership was 51 percent. 
 
The 2017 Global Findex data reflect the continued evolution of financial inclusion. Recent 
progress has been driven by digital payments, government policies, and a new generation of 
financial services accessed through mobile phones and the internet. 
 
The power of financial technology to expand access to and use of accounts is demonstrated 
most persuasively in Sub-Saharan Africa, where 21 percent of adults now have a mobile money 
account—nearly twice the share in 2014 and easily the highest of any region in the world. While 
mobile money has been centered in East Africa, the 2017 update reveals that it has spread to 
West Africa and beyond. 
 
Digital technology is also transforming the payments landscape. Globally, 52 percent of adults 
have sent or received digital payments in the past year, up from 42 percent in 2014. 
Technology giants have moved into the financial sphere, leveraging deep customer knowledge 
to provide a broad range of financial services. Payments made through their technology 
platforms are facilitating higher account use in major emerging economies such as China, where 
57 percent of account owners are using mobile phones or the internet to make purchases or 

https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/29510/9781464812590.pdf
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/29510/9781464812590.pdf
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/29510/9781464812590.pdf
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pay bills—roughly twice the share in 2014. 
 
Some advances have been made in helping women gain access to financial services. In India 
three years ago, men were 20 percentage points more likely than women to have an account. 
Today, India’s gender gap has shrunk to 6 percentage points thanks to a strong government 
push to increase account ownership through biometric identification cards. 
 
Still, in most of the world women continue to lag well behind men. Globally, 65 percent of 
women have an account compared with 72 percent of men, a gap of seven percentage points 
that is all but unchanged since 2011. Nor has equality in account ownership been achieved in 
other regards. The gap between rich and poor has not improved since 2014: account ownership 
is 13 percentage points higher among adults living in the wealthiest 60 percent of households 
within economies than among those in the poorest 40 percent. And urban populations continue 
to benefit from far broader access to finance than rural communities. In China around 200 
million rural adults remain outside the formal financial system… 
 
Press Release 
Financial Inclusion on the Rise, But Gaps Remain, Global Findex Database Shows 
515 Million Adults Have Opened Accounts Since 2014  
WASHINGTON, April 19, 2018—Financial inclusion is on the rise globally, accelerated by mobile 
phones and the internet, but gains have been uneven across countries. A new World Bank 
report on the use of financial services also finds that men remain more likely than women to 
have an account. 
 
…“In the past few years, we have seen great strides around the world in connecting people to 
formal financial services,” World Bank Group President Jim Yong Kim said. “Financial inclusion 
allows people to save for family needs, borrow to support a business, or build a cushion against 
an emergency. Having access to financial services is a critical step towards reducing both 
poverty and inequality, and new data on mobile phone ownership and internet access show 
unprecedented opportunities to use technology to achieve universal financial inclusion.” 
 
There has been a significant increase in the use of mobile phones and the internet to conduct 
financial transactions. Between 2014 and 2017, this has contributed to a rise in the share of 
account owners sending or receiving payments digitally from 67 percent to 76 percent globally, 
and in the developing world from 57 percent to 70 percent. 
 
Globally, 1.7 billion adults remain unbanked, yet two-thirds of them own a mobile phone that 
could help them access financial services. Digital technology could take advantage of existing 
cash transactions to bring people into the financial system, the report finds. For example, 
paying government wages, pensions, and social benefits directly into accounts could bring 
formal financial services to up to 100 million more adults globally, including 95 million in 
developing economies. There are other opportunities to increase account ownership and use 
through digital payments: more than 200 million unbanked adults who work in the private 
sector are paid in cash only, as are more than 200 million who receive agricultural payments… 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Governance – Foundations and Impact 
 
Being the Change 

http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2018/04/19/financial-inclusion-on-the-rise-but-gaps-remain-global-findex-database-shows
https://www.fsg.org/publications/being-change
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FSG – with funding from the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, Democracy Fund, Ewing Marion 
Kauffman Foundation, Humanity United, the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation, 
and The Omidyar Group. 
April 2018 :: 80 pages  
 
AT A GLANCE 
As foundations adopt new approaches for creating social change, they must 
also adapt their internal practices. 
To achieve meaningful impact at scale, many foundations are aiming to influence the actions 
and investments of the public and private sectors, as well as address the complex and deeply 
entrenched conditions that hold social problems in place. To do so, foundations are not only 
offering grant funding, but are also expanding how they apply their assets, knowledge, skills, 
networks, and people in new ways. 
 
There is a wealth of information on how to adapt strategies to create impact at scale and to 
change systems; however, less has been written about what internal practices are needed to 
make this happen. To find out, we interviewed 114 practitioners representing 50 funders and 8 
philanthropic services organizations that have gone through or advised internal transformation. 
Our interviews yielded surprising commonalities. Whether the foundations had grantmaking 
budgets of $5 million, $50 million, or $500 million, they agreed that new practices are needed 
in the areas of staffing philosophy, structure and design, skill development, and supportive 
culture (see chart on next page). 
 
By experimenting with these practices, foundations hope to foster connectivity, vibrancy, and 
deep engagement both internally (across all people and parts of their organization) and 
externally (with grantees, community members, and other partners), ultimately opening up new 
avenues for impact. 
 

The 12 Ways Foundations Are Transforming Themselves to Transform Their Impact 
STAFFING PHILOSOPHY 
Redefining capacity needs by: 
[1] Viewing staff as impact multipliers, not cost drivers 
[2] Designing teams based on functions, not formulas 
[3] Using size-based benchmarking as a compass, not ruler 
 
STRUCTURE & DESIGN 
Unlocking new sources of value by: 
[4] Coloring outside the lines of classic philanthropic giving 
[5] Transforming backoffice support into front-line impact 
[6] Busting silos between issues, people, and teams 
 
SKILL DEVELOPMENT 
Reconceiving and nurturing talent by: 
[7] Seeking out and supporting five key mindsets 
[8] Welcoming and valuing diverse and lived experience 
[9] Boosting breadth and depth of professional development 
 
SUPPORTIVE CULTURE 
Fostering openness and authenticity by: 
[10] Committing to continuous learning and adaptation 
[11] Attending to power dynamics with partners 
[12] Mirroring internally what is sought 
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::::::  
:::::: 
 
Heritage Stewardship - Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems (GIAHS) 
 
New unique agricultural heritage sites designated - FAO 
19 April 2018, Rome - Thirteen new landscapes were formally celebrated as Globally Important 
Agricultural Heritage Systems (GIAHS) here today, paying tribute to the ingenious ways that 
human needs and nature's resources have been combined to create mutually sustainable 
livelihoods and ecosystems.  
 
The new sites in this landmark FAO program are in China, Egypt, Japan, Republic of Korea, 
Mexico, Portugal, Spain and Sri Lanka. Their primary production ranges from fruits, vegetables, 
salt and rice to silk, meat, tea and wasabi.  
 
These systems "reflect a profound harmony between humanity and nature," FAO Deputy 
Director-General Maria Helena Semedo said at an international forum in Rome.   
 
Read more about all the new entries here.  
To see how stunning these landscapes are, click here.  
 
The new additions bring to 50 the total number of GIAHS worldwide. The programme highlights 
unique ways that rural communities have over generations forged to foster food security, viable 
livelihoods, resilient ecosystems and high levels of biodiversity, all while enhancing remarkable 
beauty.  
 
"The sites are not about a nostalgic past but offer solutions for the present and the future," 
Semedo emphasized. "GIAHS is also about innovation and opportunities, including broadening 
access to new markets and businesses such as eco-labelling, agri-tourism, youth empowerment 
to add value to our agricultural patrimony." 
 
Among the new GIAHS sites are the first members from Europe and North America: An agro-
sylvo-pastoral system in Barroso, Portugal, a unique way of making salt in Salinas de Añana, 
Spain, a millennial way of growing muscatel grapes in Axarquía, Spain, and a set of  artificially 
developed farmland  in Mexico City (Chinampas) based on oral transmission of traditional 
techniques widely used during the Aztec civilization.  
 
…Globally important agricultural heritage systems embody managed ecosystems in which water 
use, soil health and other ecosystem factors are intricately linked, often in ways that require 
bespoke social governance rules regarding tenure, resource allocation and labor.  
 
Heritage systems bring together the economic, social, environmental and cultural pillars of 
sustainable development, Semedo noted. Recognizing them also underscores the leading role 
that smallholder famers - their creators and custodians - play in promoting biodiversity and a 
host of other shared goals, she added… 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Featured Journal Content 
 

http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/1118449/icode/
http://www.fao.org/giahs/en/
http://www.fao.org/giahs/resources/publications/en/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/faonews/sets/72157667899580378/
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Conflict and Health 
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 21 April 2018] 
Short report 
16 April 2018  
Epidemiological findings of major chemical attacks in the Syrian war are consistent 
with civilian targeting: a short report  
Authors: Jose M. Rodriguez-Llanes, Debarati Guha-Sapir, Benjamin-Samuel Schlüter and 
Madelyn Hsiao-Rei Hicks 
Abstract 
Evidence of use of toxic gas chemical weapons in the Syrian war has been reported by 
governmental and non-governmental international organizations since the war started in March 
2011. To date, the profiles of victims of the largest chemical attacks in Syria remain unknown. 
In this study, we used descriptive epidemiological analysis to describe demographic 
characteristics of victims of the largest chemical weapons attacks in the Syrian war. 
 
We analysed conflict-related, direct deaths from chemical weapons recorded in non-
government-controlled areas by the Violation Documentation Center, occurring from March 18, 
2011 to April 10, 2017, with complete information on the victim’s date and place of death, 
cause and demographic group. ‘Major’ chemical weapons events were defined as events 
causing ten or more direct deaths. 
 
As of April 10, 2017, a total of 1206 direct deaths meeting inclusion criteria were recorded in 
the dataset from all chemical weapons attacks regardless of size. Five major chemical weapons 
attacks caused 1084 of these documented deaths. Civilians comprised the majority (n=1058, 
97.6%) of direct deaths from major chemical weapons attacks in Syria and combatants 
comprised a minority of 2.4% (n=26). In the first three major chemical weapons attacks, which 
occurred in 2013, children comprised 13%-14% of direct deaths, ranging in numbers from 2 
deaths among 14 to 117 deaths among 923. Children comprised higher proportions of direct 
deaths in later major chemical weapons attacks, forming 21% (n=7) of 33 deaths in the 2016 
major attack and 34.8% (n=32) of 92 deaths in the 2017 major attack. 
 
Our finding of an extreme disparity in direct deaths from major chemical weapons attacks in 
Syria, with 97.6% of victims being civilians and only 2.4% being combatants provides evidence 
that major chemical weapons attacks were indiscriminate or targeted civilians directly; both 
violations of International Humanitarian Law (IHL). Identifying and quantifying chemical 
weapons violations requires inter-disciplinary collaboration to inform international policy, 
humanitarian intervention and legal action. 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Featured Journal Content 
 
Journal of Pharmaceutical Policy and Practice 
https://joppp.biomedcentral.com/ 
[Accessed 21 April 2018] 
Commentary 
19 April 2018  
The Belgian commitment to pharmaceutical quality: a model policy to improve 
quality assurance of medicines available through humanitarian and development 
programs  

http://www.conflictandhealth.com/
https://conflictandhealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13031-018-0150-4
https://conflictandhealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13031-018-0150-4
https://joppp.biomedcentral.com/
https://joppp.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s40545-018-0136-z
https://joppp.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s40545-018-0136-z
https://joppp.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s40545-018-0136-z
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Authors: Raffaella Ravinetto, Tim Roosen and Catherine Dujardin 
rravinetto@itg.be [Institute of Tropical Medicine Antwerp, Antwerp, Belgium] 
Abstract 
Today, a combination of globalization of pharmaceutical production, lack of regulatory 
harmonization, and weakness of Medicines Regulatory Authorities, creates the “perfect 
conditions” for poor-quality medicine to circulate in the global market and to penetrate the less-
regulated countries. Medicines regulation is the responsibility of the national regulatory 
authorities in the recipient country, but in the poorer countries, in practice, the responsibility of 
supply of quality-assured medicines is often taken by Non-Governmental Organizations and 
other implementers. But with some notable exceptions, many donors lack a pharmaceutical 
procurement policy with adequate quality requirements; and many implementers lack the skills 
and expertise needed to orient themselves in the complex web of global pharmaceutical supply. 
Thus, patients served by humanitarian or development programs may remain exposed to the 
risk of poor-quality medicines. 
 
When public money is used to purchase medicines for medical programs to be carried out 
overseas, adequate policies should be in place to assure that the same quality requirements are 
set that would be required for medicines marketed in the “donor” country. 
 
We will describe here a policy recently adopted in Belgium, i.e. the “Commitment to Quality 
Assurance for Pharmaceutical Products”, signed in October 2017 by the Vice Prime Minister and 
Minister for Development Cooperation and 19 Belgian implementing agencies. By signing the 
new policy, the counterparts committed to ensure quality of medicines in the programs funded 
by Belgium’s Official Development Assistance, and to build quality-assurance capacity in the 
recipient countries. Implementers are requested to integrate in their financing applications a 
section for pharmaceutical quality assurance, with a justified budget. They are also invited to 
consider how costs could be rationalized and mutualized by aligning the strengths of the various 
implementers. This model policy has the potential to be considered for adoption by other 
donors, to help to reduce the current multiple standards in pharmaceutical quality, and to 
contribute to protect vulnerable communities from the plague of poor-quality medicines. 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Emergencies 
 
POLIO   
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
Polio this week as of 17 April 2018 [GPEI] 
Summary of newly-reported viruses this week:  
Pakistan: Two new wild poliovirus type 1 (WPV1)  positive environmental samples have been 
reported, one in Sindh province, and one in Balochistan province. 
Kenya:  Notification of a circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type 2 (cVPDV2) detected from 
an environmental sample has been confirmed, linked to the cVDPV2 confirmed from Somalia in 
March. No cases of paralysis associated with this virus have been detected in either country. 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
Yemen 
 

mailto:rravinetto@itg.be
http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
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UNICEF - Military action on and around water infrastructure jeopardizes efforts to 
prevent another outbreak of cholera in Yemen 
AMMAN, 17 April 2018 – “Yemen continues to be one of the world’s most water-scarce 
countries. Access to drinking water is extremely costly for the most vulnerable people: 8.6 
million children in Yemen don’t have sufficient access to water, sanitation and hygiene services.  
 
“Since 2015, the escalation of conflict has only exacerbated this already dire situation, with 
attacks and military action on and around water infrastructure cutting off even more people 
from access to safe drinking water. 
 
“Earlier this week, the Al-Hamazat water system in the Sehar district in Sa’ada governorate was 
completely destroyed in an attack that left 7,500 people, including internally displaced families, 
without water. During the attack, the nearby solar energy system which provides power to the 
water system was also severely damaged. The same water system came under attack and was 
destroyed in 2015. UNICEF rebuilt it in 2017. 
 
“At the same time, armed groups have launched military attacks from sites close to water 
points. 
 
“Access to clean water is especially critical to prevent waterborne diseases from spreading 
further in the war-torn country. Last year, Yemen had the biggest outbreak of cholera/acute 
watery diarrhea in the world and the likelihood of another outbreak looms if access to water 
continues to be jeopardized. 
 
“UNICEF is calling on all parties to the conflict wherever they are in Yemen and those who have 
influence over them to protect basic civilian infrastructure. In line with international 
humanitarian law, all parties to the conflict should immediately stop attacks on civilians and 
civilian infrastructure and any military activities near or from these facilities including schools, 
hospitals, water facilities and keep children out of harm’s way." 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies  [to 21 April 2018] 
Iraq  - No new announcements identified 
The Syrian Arab Republic - No new announcements identified  
Nigeria  - No new announcements identified 
Yemen  - No new announcements identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies  [to 21 April 2018] 
Democratic Republic of the Congo  
:: 5 April 2018 Reanalysing the humanitarian context to better redefine priorities for action [FR] 
-- The crisis in the Democratic Republic of the Congo affect more than 13.1 million people, 
specially affected areas are Tanganyika, Kasai region, Kivus and Ituri. WHO national experts 
from the Health Emergency Management Team (WHE) and other Country Office clusters 
(epidemiologists, logisticians, internal and external communications, data managers, finance 
and travel services etc.), and international experts deployed in the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo gathered together to review WHO emergency operations in the county… 
 
Bangladesh/Myanmar: Rakhine Conflict 2017  - No new announcements identified 

https://www.unicef.org/media/media_102791.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_102791.html
http://www.who.int/hac/donorinfo/g3_contributions/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/irq/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/syr/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/hac/crises/nga/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/yem/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/hac/donorinfo/g3_contributions/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/cod/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/hac/crises/cod/en/
http://www.who.int/hac/crises/mmr/en/
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Cameroon  - No new announcements identified  
Central African Republic  - No new announcements identified. 
Ethiopia  - No new announcements identified. 
Libya - No new announcements identified. 
Niger  - No new announcements identified. 
Ukraine - No new announcements identified. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – L3 Emergencies 
The UN and its humanitarian partners are currently responding to three 'L3' emergencies. This 
is the global humanitarian system's classification for the response to the most severe, large-
scale humanitarian crises.  
Syrian Arab Republic  
:: Syrian Arab Republic: The Humanitarian Crisis in Syria as of 15 April 2018 [EN/AR] 18 Apr 
2018 
KEY MESSAGES 
…As humanitarian needs remain staggering in terms of their scale, severity and complexity, no 
amount of humanitarian assistance and protection services can offset the lack of a political 
solution. 
…Against this backdrop, the overall conditions for safe, dignified, voluntary and sustainable 
returns are not yet in place in Syria, with the need for a coherent response to the needs of IDPs 
and returnees based on humanitarian and protection principles paramount... 
 
DRC   
::  Democratic Republic of the Congo: CERF allocations overview 2017-2018 (as of 12 April 
2018... 
 
Yemen    
:: Yemen Humanitarian Update Covering 10 – 16 April 2018 | Issue 11 
 
Iraq   - No new announcements identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Corporate Emergencies 
When the USG/ERC declares a Corporate Emergency Response, all OCHA offices, branches and 
sections provide their full support to response activities both at HQ and in the field. 
Ethiopia   
:: Ethiopia: Conflict Displacement Situation Report #3 (17 April 2018) 
 
Nigeria  - No new announcements identified. 
Rohinga Refugee Crisis  - No new announcements identified.  
Somalia - No new announcements identified.  

 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 

Agency/Government/IGO Watch 
We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for 
key media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on 

http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/cmr/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/caf/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/eth/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/lby/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/ner/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/ukr/en/index.html
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/syria
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-arab-republic-humanitarian-crisis-syria-15-april-2018-enar
https://www.unocha.org/drc
https://reliefweb.int/node/2555879
https://reliefweb.int/node/2555879
https://www.unocha.org/yemen
https://reliefweb.int/node/2562274
https://www.unocha.org/iraq
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/ethiopia
https://reliefweb.int/node/2566844
https://www.unocha.org/nigeria
http://www.unocha.org/rohingya-refugee-crisis/
https://www.unocha.org/somalia
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regional or global level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific 
coverage is limited. Please suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
 
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly  
[to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.un.org/en/unpress/ 
19 April 2018  
SG/SM/18996-HQ/721-ORG/1667 
Fallen Staff Gave Their Lives Helping Populations Where Suffering Was ‘Absolutely 
Horrendous’, Says Secretary-General at Memorial Service 
 
18 April 2018  
SC/13304 
As Security Council Hotly Debates New Report on Salisbury Nerve Agent 
Attack, Some Members Call for Action to Identify, Apprehend Perpetrators 
 
17 April 2018  
SC/13302 
Humanitarian Response in Syria Must Be Urgently Boosted, Emergency Relief 
Coordinator Tells Security Council 
 
17 April 2018  
SC/13301 
Parties in Yemen Must Return to Negotiations or Risk Escalating World’s 
Worst Humanitarian Crisis, Senior Officials Tell Security Council 
   With three quarters of Yemen’s population in need of international assistance and hostilities 
on the rise, senior officials briefing the Security Council this morning urged parties to the 
conflict to promptly resume peace talks or risk further escalating the world’s worst humanitarian 
emergency. 
 
16 April 2018  
SC/13299 
Armed Groups, Government Forces Continue Wielding Sexual Violence as Tool of 
War Despite Progress in Ending Impunity, Security Council Hears in Day-long 
Debate 
   Member States had “not yet moved from resolutions to lasting solutions”, when it came to 
addressing the scourge of sexual violence in conflict, the Security Council heard today during an 
all-day open debate addressing that issue. 
 
 
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 21 April 
2018] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true  
Selected Press Releases – “TOP NEWS” 
UN Human Rights Chief to conduct follow-up visit to Ethiopia and African Union (22-25 April) 
 
UN rights experts call on Iran to annul death sentence against Ramin Hossein Panahi 
 
Mongolia: UN expert urges government to remedy water and sanitation issues in rural and ‘Ger’ 
areas 
 
Comment by UN Human Rights Office spokesperson Liz Throssell on Nicaragua protest violence 

http://www.un.org/en/unpress/
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sgsm18996.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sgsm18996.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sc13304.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sc13304.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sc13302.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sc13302.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sc13301.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sc13301.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sc13299.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sc13299.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sc13299.doc.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22971&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22959&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22968&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22968&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22972&LangID=E
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Preventive detention in New Zealand violates human rights, UN experts find 
 
UN human rights experts condemn killings of Palestinians near Gaza fence by Israeli security 
forces 
 
Indonesia: Production increase must fulfil right to food for all, says UN expert 
 
Tunisia: A country in transition with hope and challenges, says UN expert 
 
 
Human Rights Council   [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/hrc/pages/hrcindex.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Committee on the Rights of the Child [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the sale and sexual exploitation of children 
 [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and 
Armed Conflict [to 21 April 2018] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest 
attainable standard of physical and mental health  [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx 
19 April 2018 
UN rights experts call on Iran to annul death sentence against Ramin Hossein Panahi 
 
 
SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in 
Conflict [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified 
 
 
UN OCHA [to 21 April 2018] 
https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases 
Selected Press Releases 
20 April 2018 
Four years of conflict in Ukraine leave 4.4 million people in a dire humanitarian situatio... 
 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22958&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22950&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22950&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22965&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22963&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/hrc/pages/hrcindex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22959&LangID=E
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/
https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases
https://reliefweb.int/node/2567924
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19 April 2018 
Humanitarian Coordinator calls for protection of Palestinian demonstrators in Gaza alongsi... 
 
18 April 2018 
UN Officials visit Khan al Ahmar and call for respect for international law 
 
 
Centre for Humanitarian Data/HDX  [to 21 April 2018] 
https://centre.humdata.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNICEF  [to 21 April 2018] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/ 
Selected Press Releases 
18 April, 2018   
Hundreds of children released from armed groups in South Sudan - UNICEF 
   YAMBIO, South Sudan, 18 April 2018 – More than 200 children were released by armed 
groups in South Sudan on Tuesday. This was the second release of children in a series, 
supported by UNICEF, that will see almost 1,000 children released from the ranks of armed 
groups in the coming months.  
 
Military action on and around water infrastructure jeopardizes efforts to prevent 
another outbreak of cholera in Yemen 
   AMMAN, 17 April 2018 – “Yemen continues to be one of the world’s most water-scarce 
countries. Access to drinking water is extremely costly for the most vulnerable people: 8.6 
million children in Yemen don’t have sufficient access to water, sanitation and hygiene services.  
 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html 
Briefing Notes 
First Darfur refugee returns from Chad 20 Apr 2018 
 
UNHCR convoy reaches displaced people in southern Libya 20 Apr 2018 
 
Mali violence drives thousands to Burkina Faso 17 Apr 2018 
 
Press releases and news comments 
UNHCR alarmed by continuing forced returns of Nigerians by Cameroon 20 Apr 2018  
 
States, UN, partners in new joint push to help people displaced in their own countries 18 Apr 
2018 
 
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
Selected Announcements 
2018-04-20 16:25 
As First Rains Hit Rohingya Refugee Camps, Scale of Monsoon Challenges, Need for 
Heavy Equipment Triggers Funding Concerns  

https://reliefweb.int/node/2565254
https://reliefweb.int/node/2562884
https://centre.humdata.org/
https://www.unicef.org/media/
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_102792.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_102791.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_102791.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2018/4/5ad9a4604/first-darfur-refugee-returns-from-chad.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2018/4/5ad9a3b54/unhcr-convoy-reaches-displaced-people-southern-libya.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2018/4/5ad5c2094/mali-violence-drives-thousands-burkina-faso.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2018/4/5ad9e4bd4/unhcr-alarmed-continuing-forced-returns-nigerians-cameroon.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2018/4/5ad70fce4/states-un-partners-new-joint-push-help-people-displaced-own-countries.html
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases
http://www.iom.int/news/first-rains-hit-rohingya-refugee-camps-scale-monsoon-challenges-need-heavy-equipment-triggers
http://www.iom.int/news/first-rains-hit-rohingya-refugee-camps-scale-monsoon-challenges-need-heavy-equipment-triggers
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   Cox’s Bazar – Humanitarian agencies welcomed the arrival yesterday (19/4) of vital road 
clearing equipment as early rains struck Bangladesh’s Rohingya refugee camps causing flooding 
and highlighting the severe challenges ahead when the monsoon proper arrives. 
 
Mediterranean Migrant Arrivals Reach 18,575 in 2018; Deaths Reach 559 
2018-04-20 16:23 
   Geneva – IOM, the UN Migration Agency, reports that 18,575 migrants and refugees entered 
Europe by sea through the first 108 days of 2018, with about 40 per cent arriving in Italy and 
the remainder divided between Greece (38 per cent) and Spain, at roughly 20 per cent. 
 
IOM Launches Opens Migration Information Centre, Launches MigrantApp in Belize 
2018-04-20 16:13 
   Belmopan — IOM, the UN Migration Agency this week (18/04) in Belize, launched a Migration 
Information Centre and the MigrantApp, a mobile app which provides migrants with free and 
reliable information on regular migration options in Mesoamerica. 
 
 
UNAIDS [to 21 April 2018]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
20 April 2018 
Feature story 
An historic opportunity to end AIDS in Africa 
   A new report released by UNAIDS shows that ending the AIDS epidemic in Africa can be 
reached if investments are secured and plans are in place for long-term sustainability. 
  The report, Turning point for Africa: An historic opportunity to end AIDS as a public health 
threat by 2030 and launch a new era of sustainability recommends developing country-tailored 
sustainability plans to enable transition towards domestic ownership and financing at each 
country’s own pace. It also highlights that sustainable progress will require changing policies, 
increasing human resources for health, increasing efficiencies and addressing systemic 
inequalities. 
   The Executive Director of UNAIDS Michel Sidibé presented the new report to African Ministers 
of Finance, multilateral partners and other senior officials at a meeting on optimizing 
investments and partnerships to end AIDS in Africa organized by the United States Department 
of Treasury and the United States President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR). 
 
Update  
VI Eastern Europe and Central Asia Conference on HIV/AIDS opens in Moscow 
20 April 2018 
   A record 3000 delegates from more than sixty countries, including representatives of civil 
society, scientific institutions, the private sector and governments, gathered in Moscow from 18 
to 20 April 2018 to participate in the sixth Eastern Europe and Central Asia Conference on 
HIV/AIDS. The conference focused on four major tracks: prevention, science and treatment, 
civil society, and international cooperation. 
   Eastern Europe and Central Asia is the only region where the number of new HIV infections 
and AIDS-related death are still on the rise. The conference provides a unique opportunity to 
take stock of progress and discuss the challenges and transformation needed to get the Eastern 
Europe and Central Asia region on track to end AIDS… 
 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 21 April 2018] 
Latest News 
Vaccine hesitancy in the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina  

http://www.iom.int/news/mediterranean-migrant-arrivals-reach-18575-2018-deaths-reach-559
http://www.iom.int/news/iom-launches-opens-migration-information-centre-launches-migrantapp-belize
http://www.unaids.org/en
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2018/april/turning-point-for-africa
http://www.unaids.org/sites/default/files/media_asset/turning-point-for-africa_en.pdf
http://www.unaids.org/sites/default/files/media_asset/turning-point-for-africa_en.pdf
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2018/april/sixth-eastern-europe-and-central-asia-conference-on-hiv-aids
http://www.who.int/features/2018/vaccine-bosnia-herzegovina/en/index.html
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19 April 2018 
   Immunization rates in the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina are as low as 40% in some 
areas and continuing to decline, increasing the risk of large disease outbreaks. But, no one 
knows precisely why.  
   Growing vaccine hesitancy, misinformation in social media, lack of trust in the health system, 
a shortage of health workers and supply issues are all suspected reasons for low coverage 
rates. However, these are mostly assumptions with little evidence. 
 
Highlights  
Revised SAGE recommendation on use of dengue vaccine 
April 2018 – Dengue is the most frequent and rapidly spreading mosquito-borne virus. The first 
dengue vaccine, CYD-TDV (Dengvaxia®) is currently licensed in 20 countries. The key findings 
from 2 large Phase 3 trials involving over 30,000 participants.  
[See Milestones above for detail] 
 
Urgent action needed to tackle the double burden of malnutrition 
April 2018 – Under nutrition, obesity and diet-related noncommunicable diseases are leading to 
catastrophic costs to individuals, to communities and to national healthcare systems in Africa. 
According to experts nutritional status, a critical component of a person’s health and wellbeing, 
must be recognized as a key building block towards achieving Universal Health Coverage and 
the Sustainable Development Goals by 2030.  
 
WHO continues to serve communities affected by PNG quake 
April 2018 – Fifty days after a 7.5 magnitude earthquake hit Papua New Guinea (PNG), limited 
delivery of essential health services has resumed in earthquake-affected provinces. However, 
thousands remain vulnerable to health threats as they continue to live in crowded temporary 
settlements with inadequate access to clean water and medical services.  
 
New hepatitis data highlight need for urgent global response 
April 2017 - New WHO data reveal that an estimated 325 million people worldwide are living 
with chronic hepatitis B virus (HBV) or hepatitis C virus (HCV) infection. The WHO Global 
hepatitis report, 2017 shows the majority of these people lack access to life-saving testing and 
treatment.  
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO     
Selected Featured News 
:: WHO supports South Sudan to strengthen health promotion strategic actions  19 April 2018  
:: Botswana Excels in the 2018 National Measles Laboratory Review For Accreditation  18 April 
2018  
:: New data from Africa allays fears of bowel obstruction from rotavirus vaccine  18 April 2018  
:: Malawi administers Oral Cholera Vaccine to over 500,000 people in Lilongwe Urban  17 April 
2018  
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
:: 70 million people to be vaccinated as part of Vaccination Week in the Americas (04/19/2018) 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
- No new announcements identified. 

http://www.who.int/entity/immunization/diseases/dengue/revised_SAGE_recommendations_dengue_vaccines_apr2018/en/index.html
http://www.afro.who.int/news/urgent-action-needed-tackle-double-burden-malnutrition-and-achieve-universal-health-coverage
http://www.wpro.who.int/entity/papuanewguinea/mediacentre/20180413-who-continues-serving-communities-affected-by-png-quake/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/mediacentre/news/releases/2017/global-hepatitis-report/en/index.html
http://www.afro.who.int/
http://www.afro.who.int/news/who-supports-south-sudan-strengthen-health-promotion-strategic-actions
http://www.afro.who.int/news/botswana-excels-2018-national-measles-laboratory-review-accreditation
http://www.afro.who.int/news/new-data-africa-allays-fears-bowel-obstruction-rotavirus-vaccine
http://www.afro.who.int/news/malawi-administers-oral-cholera-vaccine-over-500000-people-lilongwe-urban
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=466&Itemid=40108&lang=en
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=14266&Itemid=1926&lang=en
http://www.searo.who.int/
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WHO European Region EURO  
:: WHO delivers 185 tonnes of medical supplies to improve access to health services in northern 
Syria 20-04-2018  
:: Evidence shows banning asbestos has no negative economic impact 19-04-2018  
:: Day 3 of high-level meeting Health Systems Respond to NCDs: opportunities and challenges 
for accelerated response 19-04-2018  
:: Day 2 of high-level meeting Health Systems Respond to NCDs: Learning from good examples 
and real-time problem solving in policy labs 18-04-2018  
:: Day 1 of high-level meeting Health Systems Respond to NCDs: focus on equity and people 
centredness 17-04-2018  
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: WHO scales up support to mitigate child malnutrition in Yemen 
   18 April 2018 – As the conflict in Yemen continues unabated, the situation worsens, with 
more than 1.8 million children under the age of 5 acutely malnourished, including 500 000 
children suffering from severe acute malnutrition, requiring immediate admission into 
therapeutic nutrition programmes. Responding to rising malnutrition rates in Yemen, WHO is 
providing life-saving treatment for children with severe acute malnutrition and medical 
complications, supporting 47 centres, with 3 more planned in 2018, to cope with the rising 
needs for malnutrition treatment services. 
:: Addressing emergency care in Afghanistan  18 April 2018 
:: Health worker shot in the leg during Gaza demonstrations  April 2018 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
:: 50 days on, WHO continues to serve communities affected by PNG quake 
   PORT MORESBY, 16 April 2018 – Fifty days after a 7.5 magnitude earthquake hit Papua New 
Guinea (PNG), limited delivery of essential health services has resumed in earthquake-affected 
provinces. However, thousands remain vulnerable to health threats as they continue to live in 
crowded temporary settlements with inadequate access to clean water and medical services. 
More than 500 000 were affected by the earthquake that struck on 26 February. 
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2018/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
Selected Press Releases/Announcements 
Statement at the 97th Meeting of the Development Committee  
Posted on April 20, 2018 
 
 
UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 21 April 2018] 
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 

http://www.euro.who.int/
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/emergencies/syria-crisis-health-response-from-turkey/news/news/2018/04/who-delivers-185-tonnes-of-medical-supplies-to-improve-access-to-health-services-in-northern-syria2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/emergencies/syria-crisis-health-response-from-turkey/news/news/2018/04/who-delivers-185-tonnes-of-medical-supplies-to-improve-access-to-health-services-in-northern-syria2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/environment-and-health/pages/news/news/2018/4/evidence-shows-banning-asbestos-has-no-negative-economic-impact2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/events/events/2018/04/high-level-regional-meeting-health-systems-respond-to-ncds-experience-in-the-european-region/news/news/2018/04/day-3-of-high-level-meeting-health-systems-respond-to-ncds-opportunities-and-challenges-for-accelerated-response2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/events/events/2018/04/high-level-regional-meeting-health-systems-respond-to-ncds-experience-in-the-european-region/news/news/2018/04/day-3-of-high-level-meeting-health-systems-respond-to-ncds-opportunities-and-challenges-for-accelerated-response2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/events/events/2018/04/high-level-regional-meeting-health-systems-respond-to-ncds-experience-in-the-european-region/news/news/2018/04/day-2-learning-from-good-examples-and-real-time-problem-solving-in-policy-labs2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/events/events/2018/04/high-level-regional-meeting-health-systems-respond-to-ncds-experience-in-the-european-region/news/news/2018/04/day-2-learning-from-good-examples-and-real-time-problem-solving-in-policy-labs2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/countries/spain/news/news/2018/4/day-3-of-high-level-meeting-health-systems-respond-to-ncds-opportunities-and-challenges-for-accelerated-response/day-1-of-high-level-meeting-health-systems-respond-to-ncds-focus-on-equity-and-people-centredness2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/countries/spain/news/news/2018/4/day-3-of-high-level-meeting-health-systems-respond-to-ncds-opportunities-and-challenges-for-accelerated-response/day-1-of-high-level-meeting-health-systems-respond-to-ncds-focus-on-equity-and-people-centredness2
http://www.emro.who.int/
http://www.emro.who.int/yem/yemen-news/who-scales-up-support-to-mitigate-child-malnutrition-in-yemen.html?format=html
http://www.who.int/features/2018/emergency-care-afghanistan/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/pse/palestine-infocus/health-worker-shot-in-the-leg-during-gaza-demonstrations-april-2018.html
http://www.wpro.who.int/
http://www.wpro.who.int/entity/papuanewguinea/mediacentre/20180413-who-continues-serving-communities-affected-by-png-quake/en/index.html
http://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2018/
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/speeches/2018/statement-at-the-97th-meeting-of-the-development-committee-.html
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/
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16 April 2018 - Draft programme for 2018 HLPF and the high-level segment of 
ECOSOC is now available 
 

 
UN Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN)  [to 21 April 2018] 
http://unsdsn.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 

UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division  [to 21 April 2018] 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/ 
Launch of Open SDG Data Hub 
   As part of the Federated Information Systems for the SDGs initiatives presented at the 49th 
Session of the UN Statistical Commission, the Statistics Division has launched an Open SDG 
Data Hub to promote the exploration, analysis, and use of authoritative SDG data sources for 
evidence-based decision-making and reviews. It enables the presentation and dissemination of 
SDG data and statistics. It also makes the global SDG Indicators database readily available as 
geospatial data webservices, suitable for the production of maps and other data visualizations 
and analyses, and easy to download in multiple formats.  
 
 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 21 April 2018] 
 https://www.unenvironment.org/  
20 Apr 2018  Press release 
Efforts to reduce air and climate pollutants in Latin America could reap immediate 
health benefits 
  Poor air quality and climate change are already impacting vulnerable populations and 
ecosystems in the Latin American and Caribbean region, resulting in premature deaths, crop 
losses and ecosystem damage. Implementing… 
 
17 Apr 2018  Press release 
Growing financial sector reform starts to deliver private finance for sustainability  
   Washington D.C., 17 April 2018 – Huge progress on reforming the global financial system 
over the last four years has started to deliver desperately needed financing for sustainability 
and set up the next wave of action,… 
 
 
UNISDR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.unisdr.org/archive 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 21 April 2018] 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news.html 
18 April 2018, New York  
New publication calls for urgent action on energy to achieve Global Goals 
   Policy briefs by 50 organizations provide tools for achieving sustainable energy for all 
Without urgent action, the world will fall short of its 2030 energy targets and, consequently, fail 
to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), a new publication supported by UN 
DESA says. Launched today, this set of policy briefs draws on the expertise of 50 organizations 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/18025HLPF_2018_Draft_programme.pdf
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to identify priority areas where urgent action could place the world on track to achieving 
sustainable energy for all. 
   The publication, “Accelerating SDG 7 achievement: Policy briefs in support of the first SDG 7 
review at the UN High-Level Political Forum 2018,” includes 27 policy briefs by global energy 
authorities from the UN System, international organizations, Member States and others. It 
proposes a new Global Agenda for Accelerated SDG7 Action as a clear roadmap towards 
achieving universal energy access by 2030 and maximizing its positive impact on other SDGs… 
 
Protect indigenous people’s land rights and the whole world will benefit, UN forum 
declares 
17 April 2018, New York  
   Protecting the land and resource rights of indigenous peoples will not only provide security for 
historically exploited groups but also help the global fights against climate change and 
biodiversity loss, said speakers on Monday at the annual United Nations Permanent Forum on 
Indigenous Issues. 
   In her opening remarks to the Forum in New York, the chairperson, Mariam Wallet 
Aboubakrine, a medical doctor from Timbuktu, Mali, called the land husbandry of Aboriginal 
peoples “part of our history and heritage.” 
   But few countries have acted to defend these peoples’ collective rights, she added. 
    “Law enforcement is inadequate or non-existent, and other elements of Legislation go 
against these rights,” she said. Measures necessary to give meaning to land rights, such as 
tenure delimitation and allocating title deeds, are often not implemented. 
   Moreover, she continued, those who defend indigenous rights continue to be targeted when 
they raise their voices – particularly when States or private actors seek their resources for 
aggressive development such as logging. 
   “As long as our rights over our lands, territories and resources are not recognized,” she 
added, indigenous people risk falling far short of the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals. 
   “In the same way,” she said, “the world risks losing the fight against climate change and the 
destruction of the environment.”… 
 
 
UNESCO  [to 21 April 2018] 
http://en.unesco.org/news 
17 April 2018 
18 April 2018 is the International Day for Monuments and Sites with the theme: 
Heritage for Generations 
 
17 April 2018 
13 Sites in Africa, Asia, Europe and North America Receive UNESCO Global Geopark 
Label 
UNESCO’s Executive Board today approved the designation of 13 new Geoparks for sites 
demonstrating the diversity of the planet’s geology. The world network now numbers 140 
UNESCO Global Geoparks in 38 countries. 
 
 
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 21 April 2018] 
http://unhabitat.org/media-centre/news/ 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/?page=view&nr=2749&type=13&menu=1634
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/?page=view&nr=2749&type=13&menu=1634
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/social/unpfii17-opening.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/social/unpfii17-opening.html
http://bit.ly/UNPFII17
http://bit.ly/UNPFII17
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdgs
http://en.unesco.org/news
https://en.unesco.org/news/18-april-2018-international-day-monuments-and-sites-theme-heritage-generations
https://en.unesco.org/news/18-april-2018-international-day-monuments-and-sites-theme-heritage-generations
https://en.unesco.org/news/13-sites-africa-asia-europe-and-north-america-receive-unesco-global-geopark-label
https://en.unesco.org/news/13-sites-africa-asia-europe-and-north-america-receive-unesco-global-geopark-label
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp
http://unhabitat.org/media-centre/news/


   

: 

No new digest content identified. 
 
 
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/ 
20-04-2018 
FAO calls for global coordination for a bioeconomy that leaves no one behind 
A sustainable bioeconomy "is foremost about nature and the people who take care of and 
produce biomass". This means family farmers, forest people and fishers, who are also "holders 
of important knowledge on how to manage natural resources in a sustainable way." 
 
FAO and EL PAÍS join forces to explain the tasks ahead for humanity 
   Do we still have time to save our planet? That’s the question asked in The State of the Planet, 
a joint collection of publications presented today by FAO and Spanish daily EL PAÍS to explain, 
in a pedagogic fashion, the great challenges that humanity faces in the coming decades. 
20-04-2018 
 
New unique agricultural heritage sites designated 
   The new sites in the landmark FAO GIAHS program are in China, Egypt, Japan, Republic of 
Korea, Mexico, Portugal, Spain and Sri Lanka. Their primary production ranges from fruits, 
vegetables, salt and rice to silk, meat, tea and wasabi. 
19-04-2018 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
WFP-FAO launch innovative German-funded project to support peace and rebuild 
lives in post-conflict areas of eastern DR Congo 
   The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) and the Food and Agriculture Organization 
of the United Nations (FAO) are launching an innovative joint project to rebuild livelihoods 
shattered by conflict in eastern Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), by empowering women, 
supporting farmers and helping build peace between communities – all thanks to a €35 million 
contribution from the German people. 
19-04-2018 
 
Global body adopts new measures to stop the spread of plant pests 
   The body charged with keeping global trade in agricultural products safe and clean has 
adopted several new phytosanitary standards aimed at preventing destructive agricultural and 
environmental pests from jumping borders and spreading internationally. 
18-04-2018 
 
 
ILO International Labour Organization  [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm 
Decent work 
New ILO guidelines to ensure decent work in public emergency services   
20 April 2018  
   Experts adopt new guidelines to promote decent work in public emergency services, from 
better protection against the hazards emergency workers face to benefits in case of illness and 
work-related injuries. 
 
Press release 
More jobs and better infrastructure for Lebanon   
18 April 2018  
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   Lebanon’s first Employment Intensive Infrastructure Programme (EIIP) is launched, to 
provide jobs in infrastructure projects for both Lebanese and Syrians. 
 
Inequalities at work 
How to curb inequalities in Europe   
17 April 2018  
   Much international debate has focused on increased income inequalities and their negative 
effects on the economy and societies. A new ILO publication addresses the root causes of 
inequality by looking at various labour market policies and industrial relations’ systems. ILO 
News spoke with Daniel Vaughan-Whitehead, ILO Senior Economist and co-author of the book. 
 
Blog: Digital labour platforms 
On-demand … and organized!   
16 April 2018  
  Pick up a magazine, access a blog or scroll through your Facebook feed, and you’re likely to 
see some reference to the gig economy. From Uber advertisements to advice on how to thrive – 
or avoid pitfalls – in the gig economy, digital labour platforms have made a bold entrance into 
the world of work. 
 
 
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.icao.int/  
17/4/18 
ICAO Council President: African airport capacity critical to continent-wide 
sustainable prosperity  
   Montréal and Lagos, 17 April 2018 – Addressing African aviation and government leaders at 
the Airports Council International’s (ACI’s) 2018 Africa Regional Conference in Lagos, Nigeria, 
ICAO Council President Dr. Olumuyiwa Benard Aliu highlighted yesterday that the continent’s 
rapidly-expanding air traffic can only be sustained and optimized through the continued 
development and modernization of local aviation infrastructure, particularly at airports… 
 
 
IMO International Maritime Organization  [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 21 April 2018] 
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html 
20 April 2018  
New publication – Structural Change for Inclusive and Sustainable Industrial 
Development 
   VIENNA – Structural change is a central feature of economic development and as economies 
evolve, the manufacturing industry plays a key role. However, development is increasingly not 
only about raising income because the form growth takes also matters. Issues of inclusion (with 
as many as possible benefiting from the proceeds of growth) and sustainability (with growth 
minimizing the environmental impact) have become crucial. 
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Japan works with UNIDO to boost youth employability in Iraq 
   BAGHDAD, 20 April 2018 - The Government of Japan has announced that it will fund a project 
to enhance youth employability among Syrian refugees, internally displaced persons and host 
communities in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq. This is one of eight new projects implemented by 
the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) in Ethiopia, Iraq, Jordan, 
Lebanon, Liberia, Nigeria, Somalia and the Syrian Arab Republic, with Japanese funding totaling 
US$5.2m. 
 
Japan works with UNIDO to boost employment in Lebanon 
   BEIRUT, 18 April 2018 - The Government of Japan has announced that it will fund a project 
to create jobs in the carpentry and construction sectors in northern Lebanon. This is one of 
eight new projects implemented by the United Nations Industrial Development Organization 
(UNIDO) in Ethiopia, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Liberia, Nigeria, Somalia and the Syrian Arab 
Republic, with Japanese funding totaling US$5.2m. 
 
 
International Organization for Standardization (ISO)  [to 21 April 2018] 
https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 21 April 2018] 
http://media.unwto.org/news 
18 April 2018 
UNWTO joins Tourism Ministers in calling upon G20 Leaders to prioritize tourism 
   Madrid, Spain 18 April 2018 - The World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) joined the Ministers 
of Tourism of the G20 economies meeting in Buenos Aires in calling upon the G20 leaders to 
consider including tourism in their Agenda for its capacity to create more and better jobs. 
 
“Without equity there is no development”: Women's empowerment in tourism, 
central theme of the ministerial meeting of the Americas 
   Madrid, Spain, 16 April 2018 - The 63rd meeting of the UNWTO Regional Commission for the 
Americas, organized by the World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) and the National Tourism 
Secretariat of Paraguay (Asunción, 12-13 April 2018), highlighted the importance of advancing 
towards greater gender equity in tourism so that the sector can deploy its full potential in 
favour of sustainable development. “Women's Empowerment in the Tourism Sector” was the 
central theme of this edition of the International Seminar, held alongside the other ministerial 
meetings. 
 
  
WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CBD  Convention on Biological Diversity [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.cbd.int/press-releases/  
2018-04-20  
Message of the Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biological Diversity Dr. 
Cristiana Paşca Palmer on the Occasion of Earth Day 22 April 2018: “End plastic 
pollution” 
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2018-04-16  
Statement of the Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biological Diversity, 
Cristiana Paşca Palmer, on the occasion of the Seventeenth Session of the United 
Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, United Nations Headquarters, 16 
to 27 April 2018 
 
 
:::::: 
 
USAID [to 21 April 2018] 
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information 
Selected Press Releases 
USAID Administrator Mark Green's Meetings at the Summit of the Americas  
April 17, 2018 
Readout 
   United States Agency for International Development (USAID) Administrator Mark Green 
participated in the Summit of the Americas in Lima, Perú from April 12-14. In Lima, the 
Administrator joined Vice President Mike Pence in announcing nearly $16 million in 
humanitarian assistance for Venezuelans who have fled their country. Also in Lima, the 
Administrator delivered a keynote address at the Young Americans Forum, met with leaders 
from Venezuelan and Cuban civil society, and signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the 
Peruvian Commission for Development and Life Without Drugs (DEVIDA) and the Peruvian 
Ministry of Economy and Finance. The Administrator also met with regional organizations to 
discuss the crisis in Venezuela, joined a Congressional delegation trip focused on coca 
eradication and promoting the cultivation of cacao as an alternative livelihood, and joined Acting 
Secretary of State John Sullivan for a meeting with leaders from the Member States of the 
Caribbean Community (CARICOM). 
 
  
DFID  [to 21 April 2018] 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development 
Selected Press Releases 
Commonwealth countries unite to stamp out human trafficking and child 
exploitation  
18 April 2018   DFID and Home Office  Press release 
 
The UK announces further support in the fight against malaria  
17 April 2018  DFID  Press release 
 
UK is making sure one million girls across the Commonwealth get a quality 
education  
17 April 2018  DFID  Press release 
 
International Development Secretary: “Financial markets open the door to a future 
free from aid dependency”  
17 April 2018  DFID  Press release 
 
UK joins International Solar Alliance to help provide over 1 billion of the world’s 
poorest people with clean, affordable energy  
16 April 2018  DFID  Press release 
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International Development Secretary hails role of innovation and finance in helping 
developing countries to build back better after natural disasters  
16 April 2018  DFID  Press release 
 
UK aid to help eliminate the world’s leading infectious cause of blindness across 
poorest countries in the Commonwealth by 2020  
16 April 2018  DFID  Press release 
 
 
ECHO  [to 21 April 2018] 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news 
18/04/2018 
Health workers are #NotATarget: the EU supports the International Committee of 
the Red Cross (ICRC) in conflict areas 
   From 18 April to 1 May 2018, the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), 
supported by the European Commission's European Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid 
Operations in collaboration with the Belgian Red Cross, will broadcast a short...  
 
:::::: 
 
African Union [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.au.int/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
April 18, 2018  
Ministers of Finance, Economy and Integration call for more efficient and 
transparent African Institutions and Tax Systems to fight against Corruption and 
Illicit Financial Flows in Africa  
 
  
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations  [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.asean.org/news 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
ASEAN Centre for Biodiversity names new Executive Director 
   LOS BAŃOS, 19 April 2018 - The ASEAN Centre for Biodiversity (ACB) named Dr. Theresa 
Mundita Lim as its new Executive Director. The turnover and oath-taking ceremony for the new 
Executive Director was held at the ACB Headquarters in Los Baños, Laguna, Philippine… 
 
6th Meeting of the Task Force on the Mainstreaming of the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities in the ASEAN Community 16-17 April 2018, Jakarta, Indonesia 
   The Task Force on the Mainstreaming of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in the ASEAN 
Community, comprising representatives from the AICHR, SOMSWD and ACWC, convened its 6th 
meeting on 16 to 17 April 2018 in Jakarta, Indonesia. The Meeting continued its deliberation on 
the draft ASEAN Enabling Masterplan 2025… 
 
 
European Commission [to 21 April 2018] 
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1 
18/04/2018  -   
Integration of migrants: Commission and OECD publish check list to support local, 
regional and national authorities    
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nnnEuropean Commission - Press release Brussels, 18 April 2018 Today the European 
Commission and OECD are publishing a report that identifies the main challenges to the 
integration of migrants and sets out concrete policy recommendations in response.  
 
Security Union: Commission facilitates access to electronic evidence    
   European Commission - Press release Brussels, 17 April 2018 The Commission is proposing 
new rules to make it easier and faster for police and judicial authorities to obtain the electronic 
evidence, such as e-mails or documents located on the cloud, they need to investigate, 
prosecute and convict criminals and terrorists.  

 

 
OECD  [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.oecd.org/  
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Organization of American States (OAS)   [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.oas.org/en/ 
April 20, 2018 
Message of the Secretary General on Venezuela 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
April 19, 2018 
Press Release from the General Secretariat: Cuba: An Illegitimate Transition 
The triumph of a dictatorship over freedom is not called a revolution. The presidential 
succession we have witnessed in Cuba is an attempt to perpetuate a dynastic-familial autocratic 
regime. It is called a dictatorship," underlined the OAS General Secretariat. 
 
This means decades without democracy, without human rights, and without fundamental 
freedoms.  
 
The election by the Cuban National Assembly of Miguel Díaz-Canel as President of the country is 
a decision taken without the free expression of the Cuban people. When the sovereign will of 
the people is ignored, the only foundation of the authority of the government is delegitimized. 
 
In 2018, a regime that imprisons and silences opponents and dissidents, that has eliminated the 
freedom of expression, that carried out selective political executions over decades, cannot be 
considered a system whose political practices are acceptable in the Hemisphere. 
 
Our Hemisphere must continue to demand democracy, freedom, human rights, and 
accountability, and to move ahead with putting the cases of the dictators before the tribunals of 
the Inter-American and International Justice Systems… 
 
April 18, 2018 
El Salvador, Sixth Country to Ratify the Inter-American Convention on the 
Protection of the Human Rights of Older Persons  
 
 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 21 April 2018] 
https://www.oic-oci.org/home/?lan=en 
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19/04/2018 
4th Session of the Islamic Conference of Youth and Sports Ministers: BAKU 
DECLARATION 
   We, the delegates of the OIC Member States that have attended the 4th Session of the 
Islamic Conference of Youth and Sports Ministers (ICYSM) held in Baku, the Republic of 
Azerbaijan, on 01-03 Sha’ban 1439 A.H., corresponding to 17-19 April 2018 have discussed over 
the OIC’s prioritized youth and sports agenda items within the framework of “Solidarity in Action 
for Youth Development” as the main theme of the Conference, have acknowledged the fact that 
action-oriented solidarity is a testament to development and a prerequisite for welfare, are 
reiterating the call for universal equality and acknowledge the fact that the highest standards to 
achieve in youth and sports without any discrimination resulting from race, religion, gender, 
ethnicity, political views, economic or social status are fundamental rights for each and every 
individual; 
 
17/04/2018 
Al-Othaimeen: OIC Develops Implementation Mechanisms for the Child Rights 
Covenant in Islam 
   The Secretary General of the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation, Dr. Yousef A. Al-Othaimeen 
affirmed that in pursuant of the mandate obtained from the Council of the Foreign Ministers, 
the OIC General Secretariat is working on the development of a comprehensive strategy in the 
area of child care and their well-being in the Islamic world through an implementation 
mechanism for the Child Rights Covenant in Islam in its amended version. In addition, the OIC 
Independent Permanent Human Rights Commission (IPHRC) will be invited to revise the 
Covenant by providing objective observations regarding the formulation of the sub mentioned 
strategy. 
 
 
Group of 77  [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.g77.org/ 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by Mr. Emad Morcos Mattar, First Secretary, 
Permanent Mission of Egypt to the United Nations, at the organisatonal meeting of the 
Intergovernmental Conference on an International Legally Binding Instrument under the United 
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea on the Conservation and Sustainable Use of Marine 
Biological Diversity of Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction (New York, 16 April 2018) 
 
:::::: 
 
UNCTAD  [to 21 April 2018] 
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Customs Organization – WCO  [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.wcoomd.org/ 
17 April 2018  
Launch of the Customs - Police Cooperation Handbook  
 
16 April 2018  
Working Group on E-Commerce finalises the Framework of Standards on Cross-
Border E-Commerce  
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WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
IPU  Inter-Parliamentary Union   [to 21 April 2018] 
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Court of Justice  [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Criminal Court (ICC)  [to 21 April 2018] 
Trying individuals for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/ 
Press Release  19 April 2018 
ICC Prosecutor, Fatou Bensouda, attends international conference in Sweden on 
gender equality: “Gender crimes are prominent in our prosecutions because they are 
prominent in situations investigated” 
On Tuesday, 17 April 2018, the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court ("ICC" or the 
"Court"), Fatou Bensouda, concluded her participation in the Stockholm Forum on Gender 
Equality. 
 
Organised jointly by the Swedish Ministry for Foreign Affairs and the Swedish Institute, this 
international conference convened over 500 participants from governments, international 
organisations, civil society, private enterprise and academia, to intensify international efforts to 
achieve gender equality, covering topics such as approaches to justice and participation in the 
promotion of peace and security. 
  
On 17 April 2018, the Prosecutor took part in a high-level ministerial roundtable…"In all the 
situations under investigation before the ICC," said the Prosecutor, "serious crimes are 
perpetrated against women and girls. My Office devotes special attention to the situation of 
women and children in conflict, by ensuring that atrocity crimes against them - genocide, war 
crimes and crimes against humanity - are effectively investigated and prosecuted."… 
 
:::::: 
 
World Bank [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week]  
MDBs launch new platform to coordinate support for economic migration and forced 
displacement 
   WASHINGTON, April 20, 2018 – Seven Multilateral Development Banks (MDBs) launched a 
new platform to enhance their collaboration on economic migration and forced displacement 
today on the margins of the...  

http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases
https://www.icc-cpi.int/
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=pr1383
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=pr1383
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=pr1383
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2018/04/20/mdbs-launch-new-platform-to-coordinate-support-for-economic-migration-and-forced-displacement
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2018/04/20/mdbs-launch-new-platform-to-coordinate-support-for-economic-migration-and-forced-displacement
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Date: April 20, 2018 Type: Press Release  
 
World Bank Group, UNHCR sign memorandum to establish joint data center on 
forced displacement 
   World Bank Group Chief Executive Officer Kristalina Georgieva and UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees Filippo Grandi signed a Memorandum of Understanding today to establish a new Joint 
Data Center on forced...  
Date: April 20, 2018  
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
Research Team at Monash University Awarded for Innovation in Preventing Gender-
Based Violence in Cambodia 
   PHNOM PENH, April 19, 2018—The World Bank Group and the Sexual Violence Research 
Initiative (SVRI) recently awarded $99,900 to Monash University for research in Cambodia that 
aims to reduce incidents of...  
Date: April 19, 2018 Type: Press Release 
 
Financial Inclusion on the Rise, But Gaps Remain, Global Findex Database Shows 
   515 Million Adults Have Opened Accounts Since 2014 WASHINGTON, April 19, 2018—
Financial inclusion is on the rise globally, accelerated by mobile phones and the internet, but 
gains have been uneven across...  
Date: April 19, 2018 Type: Press Release 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
Fighting Malnutrition in Peru: Enhancing the Demand for and Supply and 
Governance of Health and Nutrition Services in Three Regions 
   Challenge By the mid-2000s, despite a decade of high economic growth and declining 
poverty, Peru’s human development outcomes, especially chronic malnutrition in children, 
continued to lag. After stagnating...  
Date: April 18, 2018 Type: Result Brief  
 
 
IMF  [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week]  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
African Development Bank Group  [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Africa-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
MDBs launch new platform to coordinate support for economic migration and forced 
displacement 
   20/04/2018 - Seven Multilateral Development Banks (MDBs) launched a new platform to 
enhance their collaboration on economic migration and forced displacement today on the 
margins of the IMF-World Bank Group Spring Meetings. The platform will advance strategic 
dialogue and operational coordination to maximize the impact of MDBs’ growing engagement in 
these two areas. 
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https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/mdbs-launch-new-platform-to-coordinate-support-for-economic-migration-and-forced-displacement-18051/
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Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank and African Development Bank sign MoU to 
promote cooperation 
   19/04/2018 - A Memorandum of Understanding to enhance collaboration on sustainable 
economic development was signed on April 18 by the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank and 
the African Development Bank and formalized during the World Bank-International Monetary 
Fund Spring Meetings in Washington, DC. 
 
African Development Bank, African Institute of Mathematics and Science to 
transform industry-led research in Africa 
   18/04/2018 - The African Development Bank and the African Institute of Mathematics and 
Sciences (AIMS) have initiated a landmark relationship aimed at building an industry-led 
research institution in the league of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 
 
 
Asian Development Bank  [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.adb.org/news/releases 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
20 April 2018 
MDBs Launch New Platform to Coordinate Support for Economic Migration and 
Forced Displacement 
   Seven Multilateral Development Banks launched a new platform to enhance their 
collaboration on economic migration and forced displacement today on the margins of the IMF-
World Bank Group Spring Meetings. 
 
19 April 2018 
ADB Receives $12.6 Million Grant from We-Fi to Promote Sri Lankan Women 
Entrepreneurs 
   ADB has received $12.6 million of funding for 2018 to 2020 from the Women Entrepreneurs 
Finance Initiative (We-Fi) to generate more resources for Sri Lankan women-led businesses. 
 
19 April 2018 
Multilateral Development Banks Present Study on Technology's Impact on Jobs 
   Rapid technological progress provides a golden opportunity for emerging and developing 
economies to grow faster and attain higher levels of prosperity. However, some disruptive 
technologies could displace human labor, widen income... 
 
 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank   [to 21 April 2018] 
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
Washington, April 19, 2018 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank and African Development Bank sign MoU to 
promote cooperation 
   A Memorandum of Understanding to enhance collaboration on sustainable economic 
development was signed on April 18 by the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank and the 
African Development Bank and formalized during the World Bank-International Monetary Fund 
Spring Meetings in Washington, DC.  
 
 
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 21 April 2018] 

https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/asian-infrastructure-investment-bank-and-african-development-bank-sign-mou-to-promote-cooperation-18046/
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/asian-infrastructure-investment-bank-and-african-development-bank-sign-mou-to-promote-cooperation-18046/
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/african-development-bank-african-institute-of-mathematics-and-science-to-transform-industry-led-research-in-africa-18043/
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https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news 
19 Apr 18 
International conference: Rural Inequalities: Evaluating approaches to overcome 
disparities  
Organized by the Independent Office of Evaluation of IFAD, the two-day conference on 2-3 May 
will explore critical questions regarding whether strategies and programmes that aim to 
eradicate rural poverty reduce disparities within rural areas. The analysis and discussions of the 
Conference will point to viable policy options for eradicating extreme poverty with a 
redistributive lens. 
 
18 Apr 18 
IFAD and Ant Financial sign Declaration of Intent, exploring ways to develop rural 
economies  
 
17 Apr 18 
In the 21st century rural development is synonymous with sustainable development  
 
16 Apr 18 
Let’s talk about goats: Boosting India’s goat sector could double rural incomes  
 

 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 

:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
   We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new 
research and major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, 
collaborations, and initiatives across the human rights, humanitarian response and development 
spheres of action.  
   This Watch section is intended to be indicative, not exhaustive. We will not include fund 
raising announcements, programs, events or appeals, and generally not include content which 
is primarily photo-documentation or video in format. 
 
 
Action Contre la Faim – Action Against Hunger  [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/en 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 21 April 2018] 
http://amref.org/news/news/ 
April 20th, 2018 
350 Girls Safely Initiated into Womanhood in Samburu County 
   A total of 350 girls have today been initiated into womanhood through an Alternative Rite of 
Passage ceremony held in Samburu County, through a programme supported by USAID in 
partnership with Amref Health Africa. 
   The event was the culmination of week-long activities and training that involved sensitisation 
on female genital mutilation and early marriages through classes on sexual and reproductive 
health and rights… 
 
April 19th, 2018 
Amref Health Africa Staff Named to TIME 100 

https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news
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   New York, USA:  Amref Health Africa’s global CEO, Dr. Githinji Gitahi, today congratulated 
staff member Nice Nailantei Leng’ete on being named to TIME 100, TIME’s annual list of the 
world’s most influential people. Ms. Leng’ete received the honor for her work with Maasai 
communities in Kenya to end the practice of Female Genital Mutilation (FGM, also known as 
Female Genital Cutting or FGC)… 
 
 
Aravind Eye Care System  [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.aravind.org/default/currentnewscontent 
No new digest content identified. 
 
  
BRAC  [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.brac.net/#news 
April 16, 2018  
A complete solution for smallholder farmers in Tanzania 
by Md A Saleque and Maisha Chowdhury and Wendy Xiao  
   The LEAD project has had significant positive results by using a modified M4P approach. 
Findings show more than a 400% increase in both maize yield per hectare and weekly egg 
production, and a 107% increase in number of birds per farmer’s flock by the end of the 
project. Maize farmers’ median income increased 400% from USD 54 to USD 269.  
 
 
CARE International  [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clubhouse International  [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 21 April 2018] 
https://www.drc.dk/news 
No new digest content identified. 
  
   
ECPAT  [to 21 April 2018]  
http://www.ecpat.net/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Fountain House  [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Humanity & Inclusion  [nee Handicap International]  [to 21 April 2018]  
http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases 
No new digest content identified. 
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Heifer International  [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HelpAge International  [to 21 April 2018]  
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
ICRC  [to 21 April 2018] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports  
Yemen: ICRC staff member shot and killed in Taiz 
   Geneva / Sana'a (ICRC) – The International Committee of the Red Cross is deeply saddened 
by the fatal shooting today of one of its staff members in Yemen.Hanna Lahoud, a Lebanese 
national, was in charge of the ICRC's detention programme in Yemen. 
21-04-2018 | News release  
 
Red Cross and Novo Nordisk announce ground-breaking partnership to tackle 
chronic care in humanitarian crises 
   Copenhagen (ICRC) – The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), the Danish Red 
Cross (DRC) and Novo Nordisk today announced a partnership to tackle the growing issue of 
chronic diseases that affect millions of people living in humanitarian c 
18-04-2018 | News release  
 
 
IFRC   [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/press-releases/ 
Greece, Turkey 
Red Cross warns surge in women and children arriving in Greece could spark 
emergency close to land border with Turkey 
   Budapest/Geneva, 20 April 2018 – The International Federation of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies (IFRC) is warning that a sharp rise in the number of people arriving in 
Greece from Turkey could signal the start of a summer emergency. More than 1,0 … 
20 April 2018 
 
Iraq, Libya, Middle East and North Africa, Syria, Yemen 
Amidst escalating crises, Middle East humanitarian leaders meet to chart new 
course 
   Baghdad, 18 April 2018 – Red Cross and Red Crescent leaders from across the Middle East 
and North Africa gather today in Baghdad to discuss the region’s escalating humanitarian crises. 
More than 140 attendees, including representatives from 16 National … 
18 April 2018 
 
Africa, Niger 
Red Cross steps up response in Niger as health conditions deteriorate 
   The rising number of people fleeing conflict and the arrival of thousands of migrants are 
overwhelming public health facilities in Niger, putting scores of families at risk – including tens 
of thousands of malnourished children. 
17 April 2018 
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IRC  International Rescue Committee  [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 
Selected Press Releases & Statements 
Statement  
Breaking down barriers through the power of sports  
April 19, 2018 
 
 
IRCT  [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.irct.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Islamic Relief   [to 21 April 2018]  
http://www.islamic-relief.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Landsea   [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Medecins du Monde   [to 21 April 2018]  
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 21 April 2018]  
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/news-stories/press/press-releases 
Press release   April 19, 2018 
Gaza: Palestinians Suffer Severe Gunshot Wounds During Clashes 
April 19, 2018 
   Doctors Without Borders/Médecins Sans Frontières teams in Gaza have provided post-
operative care to more than 500 people injured by gunshots since April 1, amid clashes 
between Israeli troops and Palestinian protesters engaged in the Great Return March. The 
number of patients treated in MSF's three medical clinics in Gaza over the last few weeks is 
more than the number treated by MSF throughout all of 2014, when Israel’s Operation 
Protective Edge was launched in the Gaza Strip. 
 
 
Mercy Corps [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
April 20, 2018 
Mercy Corps: Drastic Consequences Of Climate Change On Fragile Populations Can 
Be Ignored No Longer 
On Earth Day, the global organization reaffirms commitment to addressing climate change  
   WASHINGTON, DC -- Mercy Corps reaffirms its commitment to addressing climate change by 
helping vulnerable communities all over the world strengthen their resilience against 
increasingly frequent and intense extreme weather events.  
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“Every day, we see the immediate and dire impacts of climate change,” says Eliot Levine, 
Deputy Director of the Environment, Energy and Climate Technical Support Unit at Mercy Corps. 
“Extreme weather is threatening food supplies, driving people from their homes, increasing the 
risk of conflict and even contributing to increased maternal and child death rates.”  
 
Syria, April 17, 2018 
Mercy Corps: Recent Developments Signal Frightening Future For Civilians In Syria 
Global organization warns the daily violence of a brutal conflict will continue  
   AMMAN, JORDAN – The global organization Mercy Corps is alarmed by the latest events in 
Syria and fears for the safety and well-being of Syrians who continue to be affected by the 
conflict. The reported chemical weapon attack, continued bombardment of schools and homes, 
and military air strikes are likely indicators for what is yet to come in other parts of Syria, the 
aid organization warns.  
 
 
Operation Smile  [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office 
Program Schedule 
Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve 
every opportunity for safe surgical care.  
 
 
OXFAM [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases 
17 April 2018 
In rush to fill finance gap, World Bank must ensure private gain is not at public 
expense 
   The World Bank shouldn’t forget its goals to “end poverty and boost shared prosperity” as it 
increasingly relies on the private sector to finance development, Oxfam warned at the start of 
the institution’s Spring Meetings. 
 
 
Norwegian Refugee Council   [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.nrc.no/ 
Published 18. Apr 2018 
Returnees rebuild their lives, back at home 
Chanel Igara|  
   In the Central African Republic (CAR), a main obstacle for return of displaced people has been 
the destruction of their homes after they had initially fled. With the support of their community 
and our teams, displaced people can finally return home 
 
Published 18. Apr 2018  
Colombian conflict has devastating impact on education 
   About 45,000 students and 2,000 teachers were forced to suspend classes this week as a 
result of a dispute between armed groups. “When education and children are affected by 
conflict and associated with fear of violence, the damage to both societies and people is severe 
and long-lasting, said Christian Visnes, Country Director for the Norwegian Refugee Council in 
Colombia.  
 
 
Pact  [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.pactworld.org/ 

https://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/mercy-corps-recent-developments-signal-frightening-future-civilians-syria
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https://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases/2018-04-17/rush-fill-finance-gap-world-bank-must-ensure-private-gain-not
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http://www.nrc.no/
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No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Partners In Health  [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.pih.org/blog 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
PATH  [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.path.org/news/index.php 
Press release | April 17, 2018 
PATH and Mologic advance a new diagnostic test to support malaria elimination 
Test will expand the range of diagnostic options available to guide treatment of Plasmodium 
vivax 
 
 
Plan International  [to 21 April 2018] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Save The Children [to 21 April 2018] 
https://www.savethechildren.net/news 
Friday 20 April 2018  
Refugee camp submerged as flash floods hit northern Kenya  
   Heavy rains and flash flooding in northern Kenya have destroyed homes, displaced 
thousands, and left tens of thousands at risk of waterborne diseases such as cholera—including 
in Dadaab, one of the world’s largest refugee camps. 
   In Mandera county, at least 750 homes were swept away and an estimated 4,500 people 
have been displaced. In Turkana county, a bridge has been washed away, cutting off stranded 
communities from supplies and support. 
 
Thursday 19 April 2018  
STATEMENT: April 19  
   Sir Alan Parker has today informed the Boards of the Save the Children Association and Save 
the Children International that he will step down as Chair and resign from the Boards. After 10 
years with Save the Children his term is due to end in December this year, and he felt it right at 
this moment to bring forward his succession. 
 
Thursday 19 April 2018  
First downpours of 2018 hits Rohingya camps in Cox’s Bazar as monsoon season 
nears  
   April 19, Cox’s Bazar – The first heavy rains of 2018 have hit Cox’s Bazar ahead of the much 
dreaded monsoon season, drenching refugee camps that are now home to nearly 800,000 
Rohingya. 
   There was some rain early on Wednesday followed by a heavy downpour this morning. The 
rain comes during what’s known as the pre-monsoon season—when severe storms and heavy 
rains are common—before Bangladesh’s devastating monsoon season starts in earnest in late 
May or early June. 
 
Wednesday 18 April 2018  

http://www.pih.org/blog
http://www.path.org/news/index.php
http://www.path.org/news/press-room/874/
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre
https://www.savethechildren.net/news
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New Save the Children research: 10% of children arriving in Uganda say they were 
raped as they fled DR Congo’s brutal conflict  
   As thousands of Congolese refugees arrive in Uganda each week, a new assessment by Save 
the Children has found that 10% of newly arrived children said they were raped during their 
journey to Uganda. 
 
 
SOS-Kinderdorf International  [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/about-sos/press/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Tostan  [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.tostan.org 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Women for Women International  [to 21 April 2018]  
http://www.womenforwomen.org/press-releases 
http://www.tostan.org 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Vision  [to 21 April 2018] 
http://wvi.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
::::: 
 
Center for Media Ethics and Responsibility/CMFR   [to 21 April 2018] 
http://cmfr-phil.org/media-ethics-responsibility/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Electronic Frontiers Foundation 
https://www.eff.org/ 
April 19, 2018 
Hearing Monday in Groundbreaking Lawsuit Over Border Searches of Laptops and 
Smartphones 
EFF and ACLU Fight Government’s Move to Dismiss Case 
   Boston – The Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF) and the American Civil Liberties Union 
(ACLU) will appear in federal court in Boston Monday, fighting the U.S. government’s attempts 
to block their lawsuit over illegal laptop and smartphone searches at the country’s borders.  
 
 
Freedom House [to 21 April 2018] 
https://freedomhouse.org/news 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Research 
Ukrainian Civil Society Unites to Counter Mounting Threats 
Apr 18 2018 - 2:40pm 
   Under pressure from the government and right-wing thugs, civic activists are banding 
together to protect their vital work. 

https://www.savethechildren.net/article/new-save-children-research-10-children-arriving-uganda-say-they-were-raped-they-fled-dr
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Terrorism Laws Are Threatening Freedom of Expression in Spain 
Apr 18 2018 - 11:04am 
   Vague bans on glorification of terrorism and insulting the monarchy have ensnared a growing 
number of artists and social media users. 
 
Global Lessons on Media Manipulation from Eastern Europe 
Apr 16 2018 - 1:33pm 
   Democracy is under threat worldwide due to waning information integrity, but civil society 
can counter media manipulation without violating fundamental freedoms. 
 
 
Transparency International  [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases/ 
19 Apr 2018  
G20 countries moving too slowly to combat financial crime 
   Just over two years since the Panama Papers revealed widespread use of anonymous shell 
companies to facilitate corruption and financial crime, G20 governments are still moving too 
slowly to ensure that citizens and law enforcement can find out who really owns companies 
operating within their borders. 
   According to a report published today by Transparency International, 11 G20 countries still 
have “weak” or “average” legal frameworks for beneficial ownership transparency, despite 
adopting the G20 High-Level Principles on Beneficial Ownership Transparency in 2014. While 
some progress has been made since a similar assessment was conducted in 2015, notably in 
France, Germany, Italy and Brazil, all G20 countries have significant room for improvement… 
 
::::: 
 
ChildFund Alliance  [to 21 April 2018] 
https://childfundalliance.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CONCORD  [to 21 April 2018] 
http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre 
 [Action Aid, Age International, British Red Cross, CAFOD, Care International, Christian Aid, 
Concern Worldwide, Islamic Relief, Oxfam, Plan UK, Save the Children, Tearfund and World  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
The Elders  [to 21 April 2018] 
http://theelders.org/news-media 
Press release 19 April 2018  
The Elders urge member states to take action at UN to prevent mass atrocities 
   The Elders have urged the governments of 31 countries to do more in the face of mass 
atrocities, by signing a UN Code of Conduct committing them not to obstruct credible Security 
Council resolutions designed to halt or prevent these acts. 

https://freedomhouse.org/blog/terrorism-laws-are-threatening-freedom-expression-spain
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https://www.transparency.org/news/pressrelease/g20_countries_moving_too_slowly_to_combat_financial_crime
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Press release 17 April 2018  
The Elders encourage integrity and transparency across Zimbabwe’s transition 
   The Elders today encouraged all political actors in Zimbabwe to deliver integrity and 
transparency across the country’s transition, including a level playing field ahead of the 
upcoming elections. 
 
 
END Fund   [to 21 April 2018] 
https://end.org/media-hub/ 
Selected Press Releases and Major Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Evidence Aid   [to 21 April 2018] 
www.evidenceaid.org  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gavi [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.gavi.org/library/news/press-releases/ 
18 April 2018 
United Arab Emirates to host Gavi 2018 mid-term review 
The high-level event will celebrate 10 million lives saved since Gavi’s inception, launching its 
next replenishment cycle. 
   Abu Dhabi/Geneva, 18 April 2018 – The Minister of State for International Cooperation for the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) HE Reem Al Hashimy announced today that the UAE will host the 
Gavi 2018 mid-term review.  
   The high-level conference will take place in Abu Dhabi on 10-11 December 2018 and will lay 
out a vision for the future of the Gavi model, providing an opportunity to take stock of Gavi’s 
performance halfway through the current strategic period (2016-2020). The conference will 
outline new ways of working with partners, allowing Gavi to forge new alliances with the private 
sector and adopt transformative solutions to advance the global immunisation agenda… 
 
 
Global Fund [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/?topic=&type=NEWS;&country= 
18 April 2018  
 Global Fund Joins Movement to Halve Malaria by 2023  
   The Global Fund today joins leaders meeting at the Malaria Summit London 2018 in a call to 
reduce malaria by one half across the Commonwealth in the next five years. Such collective 
actions aims to prevent 350 million cases of malaria and save 650,000 lives, predominately 
children and pregnant women. 
[See Milestones above for more detail] 
 
News  
Global Fund Applauds UK’s Leadership in Fight Against Malaria  
17 April 2018  
   Today the United Kingdom's International Development Secretary Penny Mordaunt 
announced a £100 million fund to fight malaria to be matched by the private sector, which will 
be used to support priority countries with mosquito nets, indoor sprays and the strengthening 
of health systems.  
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http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/?topic=&type=NEWS;&country
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Hilton Prize Coalition [to 21 April 2018] 
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/ 
An Alliance of Hilton Prize Recipients 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ICVA - International Council of Voluntary Agencies   [to 21 April 2018] 
https://icvanetwork.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
INEE – an international network for education in emergencies   [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.ineesite.org/en/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
InterAction  [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.interaction.org/ 
Apr 17, 2018  
‘They Have Forgotten the Lessons of Rana Plaza’ 
   Following the Rana Plaza collapse in which 1,134 garment workers were killed and thousands 
more injured in.. 
 
 
Start Network [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.start-network.org/news-blog/#.U9U_O7FR98E 
No new digest content identified. 
 

:::::: 
 
Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action 
(ALNAP)     [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.alnap.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CHS Alliance  [to 21 April 2018] 
http://chsalliance.org/news-events/news 
19/04/2018 
Training of Trainers workshop is currently taking place in Copenhagen 
   Currently 16 people are participating in a Training of Trainers (ToT) workshop in 
Copenhagen. Karen Glisson, our Membership Services Manager, who faciltiates most of our ToT 
workshops, says that the level of experience-sharing and discussions is exceptionally high.  
 
17/04/2018 
Alignment with CHS helps contain cholera outbreak in South Sudan 
   In June last year Medair, one of our member organisations, averted a deadly cholera 
outbreak in South Sudan by timely response that addressed the needs of communities.  
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Development Initiatives   [to 21 April 2018] 
http://devinit.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
EHLRA/R2HC   [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/ 
Annual Call for Proposals 
R2HC 6TH annual CALL will be launched in June 2018 
   R2HC aims to improve health outcomes by strengthening the evidence base for public health 
interventions in humanitarian crises. 
  
 
The Sphere Project [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.sphereproject.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP)  [to 21 April 2018] 
https://phap.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
Center for Global Development    [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center 
4/17/18 
Annual Report: 2017 
   The Center for Global Development works to reduce global poverty and improve lives through 
innovative economic research that drives better policy and practice by the world's top decision 
makers. 
 
A Bangladesh Compact: Beyond Aid Solutions for Rohingya Refugees and Host 
Communities 
4/17/18 
Cindy Huang  
   Bangladesh is providing an immense global public good, hosting more than 688,000 Rohingya 
fleeing violence in Myanmar since August 2017. 
 
Tackling the Realities of Protracted Displacement: Case Studies on What’s Working 
and Where We Can Do Better 
4/17/18 
Cindy Huang , Sarah Charles , Lauren Post and Kate Gough  
   The international community has come together in new ways to address forced 
displacement—one of the biggest challenges of the early twenty-first century. 
 
Atoms for Africa: Is There a Future for Civil Nuclear Energy in Sub-Saharan Africa? 
4/16/18 
Abigail Sah , Jessica Lovering , Omaro Maseli and Aishwarya Saxena  
   This paper explores the feasibility of commercial nuclear power in sub-Saharan Africa, 
especially in light of advanced nuclear technologies and their potential to overcome some of the 
challenges to deployment. 
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ODI   [to 21 April 2018] 
https://www.odi.org/media-hub/press-room 
Selected Research/Publications 
Leaving no one behind in the health and education sectors: an SDG stocktake in 
Ghana  
Research reports and studies | April 2018 | Catherine Blampied, Soumya Chattopadhyay, 
Romilly Greenhill, Imran Aziz, Christine Ellison, Rachel Thompson, Abdul-Gafaru Abdulai and 
Adam Salifu 
   This report provides an early stocktake of progress on the leave no one behind agenda in 
Ghana's health sector. 
 
Meeting the global challenge of adaptation by addressing transboundary climate 
risk  
Briefing papers | April 2018 | Magnus Benzie, Kevin M. Adams, Erin Roberts, Alexandre K. 
Magnan, Åsa Persson, Rebecca Nadin, Richard J.T. Klein, Katy Harris and Sébastien Treyer 
   Under the current UNFCCC frameworks and Paris Agreement, adaptation is mainly seen as a 
national level issue. However, it is a global issue. 
 
 
Urban Institute   [to 21 April 2018] 
https://www.urban.org/publications 
April 19, 2018 
Paying for Parental Leave with Future Social Security Benefits  
   A recent proposal would allow new parents to trade future Social Security benefits for a few 
months of paid leave. Projections from the Dynamic Simulation of Income Model (DYNASIM) 
show that providing a progressive, 12-week leave benefit averaging about half pay without 
raising taxes would require raising the Social Security full retirement age for leave program 
participants about 25 weeks. This increase would permanently reduce  
Melissa M. Favreault, Richard W. Johnson 
April 19, 2018 
Research Report 
  
Pay for Success in Health Care  
   Health care spending in the United States is high, and nearly half is paid by the federal 
government and by state and local governments. Given these costs, public and private 
stakeholders have led several different efforts to reduce health care spending. However, many 
social programs that can improve health outcomes are not typically covered by health 
insurance.  
Laura Skopec 
April 19, 2018 
Brief 
  
Work Requirements in Safety Net Programs  
   Despite the logic supporting work requirements in public assistance programs, evidence 
shows work requirements often fail to achieve their goal of creating economic mobility for those 
receiving assistance for two primary reasons: First, work requirements don’t necessarily help 
people find jobs. Second, the red tape associated with work requirements can cause people to 
lose access to vital supports even when they are working or  
Heather Hahn 
April 17, 2018 
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Brief 
  
Capital Access Programs: CDFI Case Study on the California Capital Access Programs  
Capital access programs (CAPs) provide credit enhancement for small-business loans by pooling    
contributions from (usually) borrowers, lenders, and public entities to create a reserve fund that 
the lender can claim against to cover loans that default. The program’s structure provides 
lenders significant flexibility on a loan-by-loan basis, but the per loan credit support is low, and 
it requires a borrower contribution, making  
Ellen Seidman 
April 17, 2018 
Brief 
  
Financing the Development in Transit-Oriented Development  
   US cities are increasingly focused on transit-oriented development (TOD), policy used to 
expand the stock of mixed-use (commercial and residential) development near public transit 
stations. Community Development Financial Institutions (CDFIs), financial institutions devoted 
to ensuring low- and moderate-income people and communities have access to the investment 
capital and financial services, are becoming strong participants in  
Leiha Edmonds 
April 17, 2018 
Brief 
  
     
World Economic Forum    [to 21 April 2018] 
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/ 
News  
20 Apr 2018  
New Satellite Animations of Earth Show How Quickly Humans Are Changing the 
Planet  
· New website EarthTime, to launch on World Earth Day (22 April), combines NASA satellite 
imagery with over 300 free, open-source geospatial datasets to show humanity’s impact on the 
planet  
· EarthTime uses experts to track and connect patterns between a range of topics from 
deforestation to city growth, coral bleaching and rise in sea level 
· Website was developed by Carnegie Mellon University and the World Economic Forum and 
presents big data in a way that enables better informed decisions about our impact and the 
challenges we face  
 
 

*                      *                       *                        * 
 
 

:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will primarily monitor press/media releases announcing key initiatives and new research 
from a growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, 
humanitarian response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended 
to be exhaustive, but indicative.  
 
 

Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 21 April 2018] 
https://www.alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
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BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
APRIL 13, 2018  
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation Appoints Amy Pollack as Director of Maternal, 
Newborn & Child Health  
   SEATTLE, April 13, 2018 – The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation today announced that Amy 
Pollack, MD, FACOG, FACPM has been named director of Maternal, Newborn & Child Health. She 
will assume her position on May 7, 2018. 
   Pollack joins the foundation from Medtronic, where she most recently served as the Chief 
Safety Officer and set the strategy and policy for medical safety across the company’s global 
business groups. Pollack has more than 25 years of experience in domestic and international 
health, including work in clinical practice; as the CEO of an international women’s health non-
profit; and as an executive in early-stage medical device businesses, social venture capital, and 
industry. She has led global health multilateral negotiations for disruptive technologies, and she 
led national working groups in U.S. government policy change around the HPV vaccine, cervical 
cytology, and prostate cancer. Pollack is board certified in Obstetrics and Gynecology and 
Preventive Medicine.  
   “Amy brings deep experience in domestic and global health, strategy development, and in 
leading high-performing teams of technical experts,” said Chris Elias, president, Global 
Development at the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. “She will play a central role in the 
foundation’s efforts to save the lives of women, newborns, and children around the world.”… 
 
 
Annie E. Casey Foundation   [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Blue Meridian Partners [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/ 
Blue Meridian Partners is a new capital aggregation collaboration that plans to invest at least $1 
billion in high-performance nonprofits that are poised to have truly national impact for 
economically disadvantaged children and youth.  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clinton Foundation  [to 21 April 2018] 
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Co Impact   [to 21 April 2018] 
www.co-impact.io 
Co-Impact is a global philanthropic collaborative for systems change focused on improving the 
lives of millions of people around the world. 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Ford Foundation  [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.fordfoundation.org/?filter=News 

http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases/2018/04/Gates-Foundation-Appoints-Amy-Pollack-as-Director-of-Maternal-Newborn-and-Child-Health
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases/2018/04/Gates-Foundation-Appoints-Amy-Pollack-as-Director-of-Maternal-Newborn-and-Child-Health
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements
http://co-impact.io/
http://www.fordfoundation.org/?filter=News
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No new digest content identified. 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 21 April 2018] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/ 
GHIT was set up in 2012 with the aim of developing new tools to tackle infectious diseases that 
devastate the world’s poorest people. Other funders include six Japanese pharmaceutical •   
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

Grameen Foundation    [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.grameenfoundation.org/news-events/press-room 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  [to 21 April 2018] 
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/ 
Education   April 20, 2018 
OER Technology Infrastructure Assessment   
   Just as technology innovations are changing our expectations for educational institutions and 
teaching and learning writ large, so too are they influencing the course of the OER movement. 
Increased access to the internet and computing devices by individuals and schools have been 
instrumental to the growth and institutionalization of the OER movement – and technology tools 
have been and will remain the dominant means of OER distribution, editing, remix, and 
redistribution. Given that technology choices in working with OER – by publishers, educational 
institutions, and individual users – may amplify or mute its impact, it is important to understand 
the ways in which these choices either intentionally or unintentionally affect the adoption and 
effective use of OER. This report offers an assessment of the current state and possible future 
directions for technical infrastructure in support of OER. 
OER Technology Infrastructure Assessment(PDF) 
 
 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IKEA Foundation    [to 21 April 2018] 
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/category/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 21 April 2018] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news 
Research Apr 19 2018  
New Microscope Captures Detailed 3-D Movies of Cells Deep Within Living Systems 
Summary 
Merging lattice light sheet microscopy with adaptive optics reveals the most detailed picture yet 
of subcellular dynamics in multicellular organisms. 
 
 
Kaiser Family Foundation     [to 21 April 2018] 

https://www.ghitfund.org/
http://www.grameenfoundation.org/news-events/press-room
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/
https://www.hewlett.org/library/oer-technology-infrastructure-assessment/
https://www.hewlett.org/library/oer-technology-infrastructure-assessment/
https://www.hewlett.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/OERTechInfraAssessment.pdf
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news
https://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news/250-how-philanthropic-partnerships-can-combat-america-s-opioid-epidemic
https://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news/250-how-philanthropic-partnerships-can-combat-america-s-opioid-epidemic
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/category/press-releases/
https://www.hhmi.org/news
http://www.hhmi.org/news/new-microscope-captures-detailed-3-d-movies-of-cells-deep-within-living-systems
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https://www.kff.org/ 
April 18, 2018 News Release  
Brief Examines Efforts to Create Health Plan Options that Don’t Comply with the 
Affordable Care Act’s Rules 
   Though Congress last year failed to repeal key Affordable Care Act requirements for non-
group health insurance that people buy themselves, the Trump Administration and some states 
are promoting other types of plans through regulatory changes that would allow the sale of 
products that skirt many of the ACA’s requirements. 
 
 
Aga Khan Foundation   [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Kellogg Foundation  [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media#pp=10&p=1&f1=news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
MacArthur Foundation  [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.macfound.org/ 
April 16, 2018 - Grantee Research 
How Foundations Are Changing to Maximize Impact 
   Many foundations are adopting creative new approaches to creating social change, according 
to a MacArthur-supported report by consulting firm FSG. 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
 
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation [to 21 April 2018] 
https://www.moore.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Open Society Foundation  [to 21 April 2018] 
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/issues/media-information 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation  [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.packard.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Pew Charitable Trusts  [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room/press-releases 
April 19, 2018 
Pew: Fewer Families That Rent Becoming Homeowners Than in 2001 
Press Release 
   A new report by The Pew Charitable Trusts, “American Families Face a Growing Rent Burden: 
High Housing Costs Threaten Financial Security and Put Homeownership Out of Reach for 
Many,” shows that in the aftermath of the 2007-09 Great Recession, more households are “rent 

https://www.kff.org/
https://www.kff.org/health-reform/press-release/brief-examines-efforts-to-create-health-plan-options-that-dont-comply-with-the-affordable-care-acts-rules/
https://www.kff.org/health-reform/press-release/brief-examines-efforts-to-create-health-plan-options-that-dont-comply-with-the-affordable-care-acts-rules/
http://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation
http://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media#pp=10&p=1&f1=news
http://www.macfound.org/
https://www.macfound.org/press/publications/how-foundations-are-changing-maximize-impact/
https://www.moore.org/
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/issues/media-information
http://www.packard.org/news/
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room/press-releases
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room/press-releases/2018/04/19/pew-fewer-families-that-rent-becoming-homeowners-than-in-2001
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burdened”—that is, spending more than 30 percent of their pretax income on housing—than 
before… 
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 21 April 2018] 
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/about-us/news-media/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom/news-releases.html 
April 20, 2018 Report  
Marketplace Pulse: After the Silver Load 
   CMS announced shifts in marketplace enrollment by metal in 2018. Due to quirks introduced 
by the elimination of cost-sharing reduction payments, subsidy-eligible customers found they 
could get better deals by choosing bronze or gold. 
 
Tue Apr 17 09:00:00 EDT 2018  
Report: Nation Better Prepared to Manage Health Emergencies Than Five Years Ago 
   RWJF released results of the 2018 National Health Security Preparedness Index, which found 
that Deep South, Southwest, and Mountain West regions still lag behind in overall health 
security and emergency preparedness. 
 
 
Science Philanthropy Alliance   [to 21 April 2018] 
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/ 
“…a group of organizations working together to increase philanthropic support for basic 
scientific research on a global basis…” 
April 19, 2018 
How Philanthropy Jump-Started TESS, NASA’s New Exoplanet Research Mission 
[Alliance blog]  
 
 
SDG Philanthropy Platform 
http://sdgfunders.org/ 
SDG Philanthropy Platform is a collaboration between philanthropy and the greater international 
development community led by Foundation Center, United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) and Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, and supported by the Conrad N. Hilton 
Foundation, Ford Foundation and the MasterCard Foundation, the Brach Family Foundation, and 
other key organizations such as Asociación de Fundaciones Empresariales (AFE) in Colombia, 
Brach Family Charitable Foundation, CAF America, Council on Foundations, East Africa 
Association of Grantmakers (EAAG), European Foundation Centre, Filantropi Indonesia (FI), 
GlobalGiving, The Humanitarian Forum, World Congress of Muslim Philanthropists, and 
Worldwide Initiatives for Grantmaker Support (WINGS). 
Published 19-4-2018  
Ghana: Data Strategy and Capacity Building (Second Report) 
   This report synthesizes the key outcomes from the Ghana Data Strategy and Capacity 
Building Workshop, which was held in Accra on the 29th of November, 2017. The workshop was 
developed based on input provided by the cross-section of Ghanaian foundations, support 
organizations, and civil society more broadly that participated in an earlier "Data Scoping 
Meeting" held on the 4th of October, 2017. 
   During the Data Scoping Meeting, participants worked together to: 

https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/about-us/news-media/
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom/news-releases.html
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https://www.rwjf.org/en/library/articles-and-news/2018/04/nation-better-prepared-to-manage-health-emergencies-than-five-years-ago.html
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/how-philanthropy-jump-started-tess-nasas-new-exoplanet-research-mission-alliance-blog/
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/how-philanthropy-jump-started-tess-nasas-new-exoplanet-research-mission-alliance-blog/
http://sdgfunders.org/
http://www.issuelab.org/requester/sdgs/id/30402
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- Understand the value and opportunities for advancing the philanthropy data agenda in Ghana 
- Establish common principles for collaborative data and knowledge management 
- Identify key data and knowledge challenges as well as needs- Explore existing technologies 
for collecting and sharing data and knowledge 
- Set local data and knowledge goals and priorities.  
 
 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation 
https://sloan.org/about/press  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 21 April 2018] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
No new digest content identified. 

 
 
*                       *                       *                        * 
 

:: Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in 
human rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be 
exhaustive. We will add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon 
recommendation from readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content 
but note that successful access to some of the articles and other content may require 
subscription or other access arrangement unique to the publisher. Please suggest additional 
journals you feel warrant coverage. 
 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
April 2018 Volume 46, Issue 4, p363-478, e25-e30  
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
April 2018 Volume 54, Issue 4, p479-610, e59-e82  
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
April 2018  108(4) 
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
Volume 98, Issue 4, 2018  
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/14761645/98/4 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
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Annals of Internal Medicine 
17 April 2018 Vol: 168, Issue 8  
http://annals.org/aim/issue 
[New issue; No digest content identified 
 
 
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed 21 April 2018) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Global Health 
March 2018 - Volume 3 - 2 
http://gh.bmj.com/content/3/2 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 21 April 2018) 
Research article 
Identifying barriers for out of hospital emergency care in low and low-middle 
income countries: a systematic review  
Out-of-hospital emergency care (OHEC), also known as prehospital care, has been shown to 
reduce morbidity and mortality from serious illness. We sought to summarize literature for low 
and low-middle income cou...  
Authors: Antony Gatebe Kironji, Peter Hodkinson, Sarah Stewart de Ramirez, Trisha Anest, Lee 
Wallis, Junaid Razzak, Alexander Jenson and Bhakti Hansoti 
Citation: BMC Health Services Research 2018 18:291  
Published on: 19 April 2018 
 
 
BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 21 April 2018) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Medical Ethics  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 
(Accessed 21 April 2018)  
Research article 
  |   16 April 2018  
Women’s perspectives on the ethical implications of non-invasive prenatal testing: a 
qualitative analysis to inform health policy decisions  
Authors: Meredith Vanstone, Alexandra Cernat, Jeff Nisker and Lisa Schwartz 
 
 
BMC Medicine 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content 

http://annals.org/aim/issue
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https://bmcmedethics.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12910-018-0267-4
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http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content
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(Accessed 21 April 2018)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content 
(Accessed 21 April 2018) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Public Health 
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles 
(Accessed 21 April 2018) 
Research article 
Health care-seeking patterns for female genital mutilation/cutting among young 
Somalis in Norway  
Female genital mutilation/cutting (FGM/C) is a great concern, considering all the potential 
health implications. Use of health care services related to FGM/C by women who have been 
subjected to FGM/C in Norway...  
Authors: Vivian N. Mbanya, Abdi A. Gele, Esperanza Diaz and Bernadette Kumar 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2018 18:517  
Published on: 18 April 2018 
 
Research article 
An observational study of immigrant mortality differences in Norway by reason for 
migration, length of stay and characteristics of sending countries  
Knowledge of mortality differentials in immigrant groups depending on their reason for 
migration, length of stay in host countries and characteristics of sending countries may be 
beneficial for policy interven...  
Authors: Astri Syse, Minja T. Dzamarija, Bernadette N. Kumar and Esperanza Diaz 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2018 18:508  
Published on: 17 April 2018 
 
 
BMC Research Notes  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content 
(Accessed 21 April 2018) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Open 
April 2018 - Volume 8 - 4 
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Bulletin of the World Health Organization  
Volume 96, Number 4, April 2018, 225-296 
http://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/96/4/18-000418/en/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-018-5440-7
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https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-018-5435-4
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Child Care, Health and Development  
Volume 44, Issue 3  Pages: 343-506  May 2018 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13652214/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Clinical Therapeutics 
April 2018 Volume 40, Issue 4, p497-668  
http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/current 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Conflict and Health 
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 21 April 2018] 
Short report 
  |   16 April 2018  
Epidemiological findings of major chemical attacks in the Syrian war are consistent 
with civilian targeting: a short report  
Authors: Jose M. Rodriguez-Llanes, Debarati Guha-Sapir, Benjamin-Samuel Schlüter and 
Madelyn Hsiao-Rei Hicks 
[See Featured Journal Content above fore abstract] 
 
 
Contemporary Clinical Trials 
Volume 67  Pages 1-128 (April 2018) 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/contemporary-clinical-trials/vol/67/suppl/C 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Current Opinion in Infectious Diseases 
April 2018 - Volume 31 - Issue 2  
http://journals.lww.com/co-infectiousdiseases/pages/currenttoc.aspx 

[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Developing World Bioethics 
March 2018  Volume 18, Issue 1  Pages 1–64 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dewb.2018.18.issue-1/issuetoc 
Special Issue: Rebuilding Patient-Physician Trust in China, Developing a Trust-
Oriented Bioethics 

[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Development in Practice  
Volume 28, Issue 3, 2018 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cdip20/current 

[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Development Policy Review 
Volume 36, Issue 3  Pages: i-iv, 263, 265-386  May 2018 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13652214/current
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https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/contemporary-clinical-trials/vol/67/suppl/C
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http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dpr.2018.36.issue-2/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disability and Rehabilitation: Assistive Technology 
Volume 13, Issue 4, 2018 
http://informahealthcare.com/toc/idt/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disaster Medicine and Public Health Preparedness  
Volume 12 - Issue 1 - February 2018  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/disaster-medicine-and-public-health-
preparedness/latest-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disasters 
April 2018   Volume 42, Issue 2  Pages 205–404 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/disa.2018.42.issue-2/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
EMBO Reports 
01 April 2018; volume 19, issue 4 
http://embor.embopress.org/content/19/4?current-issue=y 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Emergency Medicine Journal 
April 2018 - Volume 35 - 4 
http://emj.bmj.com/content/35/3 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Emerging Infectious Diseases 
Volume 24, Number 4—April 2018 
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Epidemics 
Volume 22, Pages 1-78 (March 2018) 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/epidemics/vol/22/suppl/C 
Special Issue: The RAPIDD Ebola Forecasting Challenge 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Epidemiology and Infection 
Volume 146 - Issue 5 - April 2018  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/epidemiology-and-infection/latest-issue 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dpr.2018.36.issue-2/issuetoc
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Ethics & International Affairs 
Winter 2017 (Issue 31.4) 
https://www.ethicsandinternationalaffairs.org/2017/winter-2017-issue-31-4/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The European Journal of Public Health 
Volume 28, Issue 1, 1 February 2018 
https://academic.oup.com/eurpub/issue/28/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 

 
Food Policy  Volume 75 
Volume 76   Pages 1-130 (April 2018) 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/food-policy/vol/75/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Food Security  
Volume 10, Issue 2, April 2018 
https://link.springer.com/journal/12571/10/2/page/1 
 
 
Forced Migration Review (FMR) 
February 2018 
http://www.fmreview.org/syria2018/contents.html 
Syrians in displacement 
With 2018 marking the 7th anniversary of the Syrian conflict, this issue of FMR explores new 
insights and continuing challenges relating to the displacement of millions of Syrians both 
internally and in neighbouring countries. What we learn from responses to this large-scale, 
multi-faceted displacement is also relevant to other situations of displacement beyond as well 
as within the Middle East. FMR 57 contains 27 articles on ‘Syrians in displacement’, plus six 
‘general’ articles on other topics. 
 
 
Forum for Development Studies 
Volume 45, Issue 1, 2017  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/sfds20/current  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Genocide Studies International 
Vol. 11, No. 2, Fall 2017  
https://www.utpjournals.press/toc/gsi/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Geoheritage  
Volume 10, Issue 1, March 2018 
https://link.springer.com/journal/12371/10/1/page/1 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Health Action  
Volume 11, 2018 – Issue 1   
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/zgha20/11/1?nav=tocList 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Health: Science and Practice (GHSP) 
Vol. 6, No. 1   March 21, 2018  
http://www.ghspjournal.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Public Health  
Volume 13, 2017   Issue 6 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rgph20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Globalization and Health 
http://www.globalizationandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 21 April 2018] 
[No digest content identified] 
 
 
Health Affairs  
April 2018, Vol. 37, No. 4  
https://www.healthaffairs.org/toc/hlthaff/current 
Culture Of Health, The ACA & More 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Health and Human Rights 
Volume 19, Issue 2, December 2017 
http://www.hhrjournal.org/ 
Special Section on Romani People and the Right to Health 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Economics, Policy and Law  
Volume 13 - Issue 2 - April 2018  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/health-economics-policy-and-law/latest-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Policy and Planning 
Volume 33, Issue 3, 1 April 2018 
http://heapol.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Health Promotion International 
Volume 33, Issue 2, 1 April 2018 
https://academic.oup.com/heapro/issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Research Policy and Systems 
http://www.health-policy-systems.com/content 
[Accessed 21 April 2018] 
Opinion 
  |   17 April 2018  
Generating evidence for health policy in challenging settings: lessons learned from 
four prevention of mother-to-child transmission of HIV implementation research 
studies in Nigeria  
Authors: Nadia A. Sam-Agudu, Muktar H. Aliyu, Olusegun A. Adeyemi, Frank Oronsaye, Bolanle 
Oyeledun, Amaka G. Ogidi and Echezona E. Ezeanolue 
 
 
Human Rights Quarterly 
Volume 40, Number 1, February 2018 
http://muse.jhu.edu/issue/37973 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Humanitarian Exchange Magazine 
Number 71  March 2018 
https://odihpn.org/magazine/humanitarian-response-urban-areas/ 
Humanitarian response in urban areas 
   Humanitarian crises are increasingly affecting urban areas either directly, through civil 
conflict, hazards such as flooding or earthquakes, urban violence or outbreaks of disease, or 
indirectly, through hosting people fleeing these threats. The humanitarian sector has been slow 
to understand how the challenges and opportunities of working in urban spaces necessitate 
changes in how they operate. For agencies used to working in rural contexts, the dynamism of 
the city, with its reliance on markets, complex systems and intricate logistics, can be a daunting 
challenge. Huge, diverse and mobile populations complicate needs assessments, and close 
coordination with other, often unfamiliar, actors is necessary. 
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Abstract 
In this paper a reliable and robust model for the humanitarian relief supply chain has been 
presented to deal with the risk of facility disruptions after an earthquake… 
 
A drone fleet model for last-mile distribution in disaster relief operations 
Original research article 
Pages 107-112 
Boualem Rabta, Christian Wankmüller, Gerald Reiner 
Abstract 
Humanitarian assistance operates under conditions characterized by the collapse of health 
facilities, the disruption of health systems and the breakdown of already on-going treatments in 
case of emergency. In addition to these circumstances, aid agencies in developing countries are 
often confronted with poor or non-existent infrastructure that is further disrupted in case of 
disasters, i.e., destroyed roads and debris-covered areas which hinder medical teams in 
reaching remote locations. As the supply via trucks and helicopters is not applicable in this 
situation, alternative means of transport have to be considered. Unmanned aerial vehicles 
(UAVs) are receiving increased attention by humanitarian organizations as they can help 
overcoming last-mile distribution problems, i.e., inaccessibility to cut-off regions. This paper 
considers drone applications in last-mile distribution in humanitarian logistics and presents an 
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optimization model for the delivery of multiple packages of light-weight relief items (e.g. 
vaccine, water purification tablets, etc.) via drones to a certain number of remote locations 
within a disaster prone area. The objective of the model is to minimize the total travelling 
distance (or time/cost) of the drone under payload and energy  
 
Social media applications and emergency management: A literature review and 
research agenda 
Original research article 
Pages 565-577 
Sergio Luna, Michael J. Pennock 
Abstract 
Social media applications have proven to be a dependable communication channel even when 
traditional methods fail. Their application to emergency management offers new benefits to the 
domain. For instance, analysis of information as the event unfolds may increase situational 
awareness, news and alerts may reach larger audiences in less time and decision makers may 
monitor public activities as well as coordinate with stakeholders. With such benefits, it seems 
the adoption of social media applications to emergency management should be automatic. 
However, their implementation introduces risks as well. To better understand the benefits and 
challenges, a review and analysis of the literature regarding the application of social media to 
emergency management was conducted. Identified research gaps were mapped into social and 
technological challenges. These challenges were then analyzed to set research directions for 
practitioners and researchers. 
 
 
International Journal of Epidemiology 
Volume 47, Issue 1, 1 February 2018 
https://academic.oup.com/ije/issue/47/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Heritage Studies 
Volume 24, Issue 7   2018 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rjhs20/current 
Tools for a Critical Heritage: Exploring Shared Authority and Stakeholder-Defined 
Values of Heritage 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Human Rights in Healthcare 
Volume 11 Issue 1  2018 
https://www.emeraldinsight.com/toc/ijhrh/11/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Infectious Diseases  
April 2018 Volume 69, In Progress  Open Access 
http://www.ijidonline.com/issue/S1201-9712(18)X0003-4 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Sustainable Development & World Ecology  
Volume 25, 2018 - Issue 3 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S221242091830030X
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S221242091830030X
https://academic.oup.com/ije/issue/47/1
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rjhs20/current
https://www.emeraldinsight.com/toc/ijhrh/11/1
http://www.ijidonline.com/issue/S1201-9712(18)X0003-4


   

: 

http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/tsdw20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Migration Review 
Winter 2017  Volume 51, Issue 4  Pages 821–1030, e50–e66 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/imre.2017.51.issue-4/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Intervention – Journal of Mental Health and Psychological Support in Conflict Affected Areas 
March 2018| Vol 16| Issue 1 
http://www.interventionjournal.org/currentissue.asp?sabs=n 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
JAMA  
April 17, 2018, Vol 319, No. 15, Pages 1523-1630  
http://jama.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
JAMA Pediatrics  
April 2018, Vol 172, No. 4, Pages 309-400  
http://archpedi.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
JBI Database of Systematic Review and Implementation Reports  
April 2018 - Volume 16 - Issue 4  
http://journals.lww.com/jbisrir/Pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Adolescent Health 
April 2018 Volume 62, Issue 4, p359-504  
http://www.jahonline.org/issue/S1054-139X(17)X0028-1 
Review Article 
How Marginalized Young People Access, Engage With, and Navigate Health-Care 
Systems in the Digital Age: Systematic Review 
Fiona Robards, Melissa Kang, Tim Usherwood, Lena Sanci 
p365–381 
Published online: February 8, 2018 
 
  
Journal of Community Health  
Volume 43, Issue 2, April 2018 
https://link.springer.com/journal/10900/43/2/page/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 

http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/tsdw20/current
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/imre.2017.51.issue-4/issuetoc
http://www.interventionjournal.org/currentissue.asp?sabs=n
http://jama.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx
http://archpedi.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx
http://journals.lww.com/jbisrir/Pages/currenttoc.aspx
http://www.jahonline.org/issue/S1054-139X(17)X0028-1
http://www.jahonline.org/article/S1054-139X(17)30861-3/fulltext
http://www.jahonline.org/article/S1054-139X(17)30861-3/fulltext
https://link.springer.com/journal/10900/43/2/page/1


   

: 

Journal of Cultural Heritage 
Volume 30  Pages 1-210 (March–April 2018) 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/journal-of-cultural-heritage/vol/30/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Cultural Heritage Management and Sustainable Development 
2018: Volume 8 Issue 1 
http://www.emeraldinsight.com/toc/jchmsd/8/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Development Economics 
Volume 132  Pages 1-150 (May 2018) 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/journal-of-development-economics/vol/132/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Education in Emergencies 
Vol. 3, Num. 1, July 2017 
http://www.ineesite.org/en/journal/vol3-num1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 

 

Journal of Empirical Research on Human Research Ethics 
Volume 13, Issue 2, April 2018  
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/jre/current 
Ethical Issues in Biobanking and use of Biospecimens 
[Reviewed earlier] 

 

 
Journal of Epidemiology & Community Health 
April 2018 - Volume 72 - 4 
http://jech.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Evidence-Based Medicine 
February 2018   Volume 11, Issue 1  Pages 1–67 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/jebm.2018.11.issue-1/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Global Ethics  
Volume 13, Issue 3, 2017 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rjge20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Health Care for the Poor and Underserved (JHCPU) 
Volume 29, Number 1, February 2018 
https://muse.jhu.edu/issue/38046 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/journal-of-cultural-heritage/vol/30/suppl/C
http://www.emeraldinsight.com/toc/jchmsd/8/1
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/journal-of-development-economics/vol/132/suppl/C
http://www.ineesite.org/en/journal/vol3-num1
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/jre/current
http://jech.bmj.com/content/current
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/jebm.2018.11.issue-1/issuetoc
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rjge20/current
https://muse.jhu.edu/issue/38046


   

: 

[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Human Trafficking 
Volume 4, Issue 3, 2018 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/uhmt20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
  
 
Journal of Humanitarian Logistics and Supply Chain Management 
Volume 8 Issue 1  2018 
https://www.emeraldinsight.com/toc/jhlscm/8/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Immigrant and Minority Health  
Volume 20, Issue 2, April 2018 
https://link.springer.com/journal/10903/20/2/page/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Immigrant & Refugee Studies  
Volume 16, 2018  Issue 3  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/wimm20/current 
Article 
Methodological and Ethical Challenges in Partnering for Refugee Research: Evidence 
From Two Australian Studies 
Levi Obijiofor, Val Colic-Peisker & Aparna Hebbani 
Pages: 217-234 
Published online: 12 Dec 2016 
 
Article 
Lesbian and Gay Immigrants' Post-Migration Experiences: An Integrative Literature 
Review 
Claudia Fournier, Louise Hamelin Brabant, Sophie Dupéré & Line Chamberland 
Pages: 331-350 
Published online: 10 Apr 2017 
 
 
Journal of Infectious Diseases 
Volume 217, Issue 8  15 April 2018 
https://academic.oup.com/jid/issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of International Development 
March 2018  Volume 30, Issue 2 Pages: 159-364 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/10991328/current 
Fiscal Policy, State Building and Economic Development 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 

http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/uhmt20/current
https://www.emeraldinsight.com/toc/jhlscm/8/1
https://link.springer.com/journal/10903/20/2/page/1
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/wimm20/current
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/15562948.2016.1250977
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/15562948.2016.1250977
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Obijiofor%2C+Levi
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Colic-Peisker%2C+Val
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Hebbani%2C+Aparna
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/15562948.2017.1299269
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/15562948.2017.1299269
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Fournier%2C+Claudia
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Hamelin+Brabant%2C+Louise
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Dup%C3%A9r%C3%A9%2C+Sophie
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Chamberland%2C+Line
https://academic.oup.com/jid/issue
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/10991328/current


   

: 

Journal of Medical Ethics 
April 2018 - Volume 44 - 4 
http://jme.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Medical Internet Research 
Vol 20, No 4 (2018): April  
http://www.jmir.org/2018/4 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Operations Management 
Pages 1-54 (January 2018) 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/journal-of-operations-management/vol/57/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Patient-Centered Research and Reviews 
Volume 5, Issue 1 (2018) 
https://digitalrepository.aurorahealthcare.org/jpcrr/ 
Health Disparities and Inequities: Part II 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of the Pediatric Infectious Diseases Society (JPIDS) 
Volume 7, Issue 1   March 2018 
https://academic.oup.com/jpids/issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Pediatrics 
April 2018 Volume 195, p1-312  
http://www.jpeds.com/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Pharmaceutical Policy and Practice 
https://joppp.biomedcentral.com/ 
[Accessed 21 April 2018] 
Commentary 
  |   19 April 2018  
The Belgian commitment to pharmaceutical quality: a model policy to improve 
quality assurance of medicines available through humanitarian and development 
programs  
Authors: Raffaella Ravinetto, Tim Roosen and Catherine Dujardin 
Abstract 
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regulated countries. Medicines regulation is the responsibility of the national regulatory 
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supply of quality-assured medicines is often taken by Non-Governmental Organizations and 
other implementers. But with some notable exceptions, many donors lack a pharmaceutical 
procurement policy with adequate quality requirements; and many implementers lack the skills 
and expertise needed to orient themselves in the complex web of global pharmaceutical supply. 
Thus, patients served by humanitarian or development programs may remain exposed to the 
risk of poor-quality medicines. 
When public money is used to purchase medicines for medical programs to be carried out 
overseas, adequate policies should be in place to assure that the same quality requirements are 
set that would be required for medicines marketed in the “donor” country. 
We will describe here a policy recently adopted in Belgium, i.e. the “Commitment to Quality 
Assurance for Pharmaceutical Products”, signed in October 2017 by the Vice Prime Minister and 
Minister for Development Cooperation and 19 Belgian implementing agencies. By signing the 
new policy, the counterparts committed to ensure quality of medicines in the programs funded 
by Belgium’s Official Development Assistance, and to build quality-assurance capacity in the 
recipient countries. Implementers are requested to integrate in their financing applications a 
section for pharmaceutical quality assurance, with a justified budget. They are also invited to 
consider how costs could be rationalized and mutualized by aligning the strengths of the various 
implementers. This model policy has the potential to be considered for adoption by other 
donors, to help to reduce the current multiple standards in pharmaceutical quality, and to 
contribute to protect vulnerable communities from the plague of poor-quality medicines. 
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[Excerpt] 
… The malaria community is reaching consensus that eradication is the only acceptable end 
goal. If we aim for anything short of eradication, the parasite and vector will become 
increasingly resistant to the drugs and insecticides available to combat the disease.8 Without 
eradication, sustained effort would also be needed indefinitely, as the disease would be able to 
return with a vengeance, particularly in tropical areas with high anopheline vectorial capacity. 
There is also a strong ethical imperative to eradicate malaria, a disease mainly affecting poor 
and marginalised people. Malaria eradication offers a massive return on investment: every 
dollar spent returns up to US$60 for the wellbeing of countries and their populations.9 
 
With malaria eradication emerging as a pragmatic, ethical, and economically advantageous 
investment, the global health community needs more evidence to guide eradication strategies 
at national, regional, and global levels. To address this, The Lancet and the Malaria Elimination 
Initiative at the Global Health Group, University of California, San Francisco have convened the 
Lancet Commission on malaria eradication, designed to complement and supplement the WHO 
Strategic Advisory Group on malaria eradication. The Commission will elaborate the scientific, 
financial, and operational requirements to achieve malaria eradication. Some of the questions to 
be addressed by the Commission are shown in the panel. The Commission comprises 24 leaders 
in science, epidemiology, policy, finance, economics, and implementation (appendix). The 
Commissioners will meet two or three times over the next 12 months with the aim of publishing 
the Commission's report in 2019. 
 
Questions to be addressed by the Lancet Commission on malaria eradication 
The Lancet Commission on malaria eradication will develop a comprehensive roadmap for the 
eradication of malaria. Questions to be tackled by the Commission include: 
:: Why should we eradicate malaria and what return on investment can we expect? 
:: What are the costs of eradication and who will pay? 
:: How will global megatrends (eg, urbanisation) facilitate or impede malaria eradication? 
:: In which countries will malaria eradication prove most difficult and where will the last 
battlegrounds be? 
:: Which new game-changing technologies are likely to be essential to complete the eradication 
task? 
:: How will malaria eradication support universal health coverage and vice versa? 
:: How can programme implementation be strengthened at the national and subnational levels? 
 
The Commission's work will emphasise the dual imperative to shrink the malaria map, while 
intensely reducing the burden of disease in high transmission areas. The Commission will pay 
special attention to the endgame: the last battle that will probably play out in high transmission 
countries in equatorial Africa. The comprehensive synthesis developed by the Commission will 
be intended to propel continued progress towards elimination using available tools in parallel 
with the development of future innovations, including the potential use of CRISPR-Cas9 gene 
drive technology to modify parasites or mosquitoes.10, 11 
 
While the task of malaria eradication will be formidable, 20 years of progress have brought us 
more than halfway there. This month is an important time for the malaria community. MIM 
reconvenes in Dakar, Senegal, after 21 years at the 7th MIM Pan African Malaria Conference on 
April 15–20, 2018, where researchers will share the latest research findings and agree on new 
strategies to advance elimination and eradication. Today the pace of scientific advance and 
innovation continues to accelerate with pilot studies to evaluate the first malaria vaccine 
underway.12 At the same time, leaders gather in London, UK, on April 16–20 at the 
Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting where malaria is firmly on the agenda. The 53 
Commonwealth countries are home to 60% of all malaria cases and 52% of all malaria 
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deaths.2, 13 A bold commitment by the Commonwealth could greatly increase the prospect of 
malaria eradication within a generation. 
 
The fight against malaria has made exceptional progress in the past decades. We are now 
poised to embark on a journey towards eradication. Building on this momentum and harnessing 
the combined energy and commitment of politicians, scientists, implementers, and the public 
and private sectors, we have both the opportunity and responsibility to create a world free of 
malaria.5 
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Volume 556 Issue 7701, 19 April 2018 
http://www.nature.com/nature/current_issue.html 
Editorial | 18 April 2018 
A welcome framework for research in Africa  
A new set of ethics principles should help researchers and funders do justice to the interests of 
those involved with Africa’s genomics research. 
Helicopter science. Sample safaris. Parachute research. These are all pejorative terms used to 
describe the practice of collecting biological samples, artefacts or data from developing 
countries and analysing them elsewhere, with little input from — or credit given to — local 
scientists. Such practices are almost universally denounced by research funders and institutions 
in the global north. Yet the language still crops up, especially in disciplines such as genomics, 
for which the technology required to decode DNA at high volumes remains concentrated in 
wealthy countries. 
 
In human genomics, there has been a push to ensure that research on samples collected in 
developing countries — particularly in Africa — is anchored in local science and community 
engagement. One example of this is the Human Heredity and Health in Africa (H3Africa) 
initiative, which is funded by the US National Institutes of Health and the London-based 
Wellcome Trust. Since 2012, it has funded genomics projects whose principal investigators are 
African, with several of the projects being managed locally from Kenya’s capital, Nairobi. 
 
As we report this week, the H3Africa group has now published a guide for the ethical handling 
of genomic research and biobanking in Africa. It sets out to empower African researchers and 
communities, and to educate them on their rights in asking for greater control over how 
samples are collected, stored and used. It also contains rules of engagement for non-African 
institutions that are partnering with, or funding research in, Africa. It’s a useful guide, and 
draws on existing ethics policy documents. Many of its recommendations — such as avoiding 
tokenistic participation by African researchers, and ensuring that research results are fed back 
to the communities that donated the samples — have been regarded as good practice in the 
field for some time. But, in reality, such practices are all too often still lacking.  
 
The fact that the document is derived from in-depth conversations with African researchers and 
ethics review boards gives it added legitimacy. Perceptions can vary about whether partnerships 
are equitable or not, and it is not uncommon for northern partners to hold up projects as 
exemplary in terms of their equitability, with African participants in the same projects 
complaining of limited input. This framework should help, by allowing negotiating partners to 
sing from the same hymn sheet.  
 
Because it is voluntary, the framework’s impact will depend on its use by its target audiences. 
African research-ethics committees that preside over applications to carry out genetic research 
can use it to ensure that their decisions have the interests of Africans at heart. African 
researchers can draw on it to negotiate more-advantageous terms in partnerships. Research 
funders can encourage applicants to consider the framework when submitting proposals. 
African governments can use it to inform their rules guiding genomics research. And, perhaps 
most importantly, African communities can look to the framework for information about what to 
expect, or even demand, from their participation in research. 
 
Ultimately, the foremost priority of researchers, funders, regulators and ethicists should be to 
respect the rights and interests of the populations studied. In the scramble for African 
genomes, such rights can easily be overlooked — especially in countries with weak governance, 
where research-ethics rules are outdated or where patient-rights groups are lacking. There is 
therefore a need for greater involvement by African governments and civil society, to ensure 
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that genomic research is in the public’s interest, not just in the interests of the participating 
scientists — regardless of where they come from.  
 
Comment 
13 April 2018  
How to curb production of chemical weapons  
   Companies that manufacture and distribute the precursors to lethal agents must be open to 
surveillance and inspections, argues Leiv K. Sydnes. 
 
 
Nature Medicine 
April 2018, Volume 24 No 4 pp375-526 
https://www.nature.com/nm/journal/v24/n3/index.html 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Nature Reviews Immunology 
April 2018 Vol 18 No 4 
https://www.nature.com/nri/journal/v18/n4/index.html 
Perspectives 
Opinion 
How poverty affects diet to shape the microbiota and chronic disease 
Christy A. Harrison & Douglas Taren 
p279 | doi:10.1038/nri.2017.121 
In this Opinion article, the authors consider how poverty and diet can shape the microbiota and 
immune health. They highlight how this contributes to the greater levels of chronic disease that 
are experienced by low-income individuals in high-income societies. 
Abstract 
Here, we discuss the link between nutrition, non-communicable chronic diseases and socio-
economic standing, with a special focus on the microbiota. We provide a theoretical framework 
and several lines of evidence from both animal and human studies that support the idea that 
income inequality is an underlying factor for the maladaptive changes seen in the microbiota in 
certain populations. We propose that this contributes to the health disparities that are seen 
between lower-income and higher-income populations in high-income countries. 
 
 
New England Journal of Medicine 
April 19, 2018  Vol. 378 No. 16 
http://www.nejm.org/toc/nejm/medical-journal 
Perspective   Free Preview 
Monoclonal Antibodies for Emerging Infectious Diseases — Borrowing from History  
H.D. Marston, C.I. Paules, and A.S. Fauci 
… Recent conceptual and technological advances in mAb development could have an enormous 
impact on the field of infectious diseases, particularly in the context of emerging infectious 
disease (EID) outbreaks, in which the process of vaccine development for new pathogens may 
be difficult and prolonged. The rapid development and strategic deployment of effective, highly 
specific preventive and therapeutic interventions have the potential to alter the course of an 
epidemic… 
 
 
Nonprofit and Voluntary Sector Quarterly 
Volume 47, Issue 2, April 2018  
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PLoS Medicine 
http://www.plosmedicine.org/   
(Accessed 21 April 2018)  
Editorial |  
Preprints in medical research: Progress and principles  
Larry Peiperl, on behalf of the PLOS Medicine Editors  
published 16 Apr 2018 PLOS Medicine  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pmed.1002563  
[Initial text] 
   Sharing of preprints—scientific manuscripts that are posted in a publicly accessible, online 
repository before peer review for journal publication—can accelerate access to information in 
infectious disease outbreaks, according to an article published earlier this month by Michael 
Johansson and colleagues in PLOS Medicine. In an analysis of published articles and those 
posted on preprint servers, the authors found that preprint posting increased during the 2015–
17 outbreak of Zika in the Americas relative to the 2014–15 Ebola outbreak in West Africa, and 
that preprints, while still used for only a small proportion of papers, provided much earlier 
access to scientific findings [1]. 
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   For medical journal editors who agreed in late 2015 and early 2016 that authors should not 
be penalized for sharing results in public health emergencies [2–4], these results signal 
gratifying progress over practices in 2003, when the severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS) 
epidemic was shown to have ended before 93% of journal articles on the epidemiology of SARS 
were published [5]… 
 
 
PLoS Neglected Tropical Diseases 
http://www.plosntds.org/  
(Accessed 21 April 2018)  
Viewpoints  
Could violent conflict derail the London Declaration on NTDs?  
Rebecca Y. Du, Jeffrey D. Stanaway, Peter J. Hotez  
| published 19 Apr 2018 PLOS Neglected Tropical Diseases  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pntd.0006136  
[Excerpt] 
…The impact of violent conflict on achieving the 2012 London Declaration 
The following diseases are the 10 NTDs targeted by the 2012 London Declaration: 
dracunculiasis (Guinea worm disease), lymphatic filariasis, leprosy, human African 
trypanosomiasis (sleeping sickness), trachoma, schistosomiasis, soil-transmitted helminth (STH) 
infections, chagas disease, visceral leishmaniasis, and onchocerciasis (river blindness) [4]. Every 
one of these diseases, with the exception of STHs, is highly endemic in one or more countries 
with high potential for or ongoing violent conflict, as defined by the GPI. STHs also are most 
likely impacted by conflict; however, the two STHs modeled separately by the GBD 2013 
(hookworm and trichuriasis) did not show high endemicity in countries with conflict; therefore, 
we did not include them in our discussion. We do hypothesize that the same mechanisms that 
increase risk for NTDs during conflict apply to STHs as well. 
We cannot quantify the impact of conflict on each NTD; however, conflict has most likely 
influenced disease prevalence or disease control and elimination efforts for each of these NTDs 
in one way or another. It is already reported that ongoing efforts to control onchocerciasis in 
CAR [18] and sleeping sickness in South Sudan and Uganda [19–21] are being disrupted by 
violent conflict. In the following section, we discuss the major mechanisms through which 
violent conflict may increase NTD risk…. 
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Research Article  
Supply-side interventions to improve health: Findings from the Salud Mesoamérica 
Initiative  
Ali H. Mokdad, Erin B. Palmisano, Paola Zúñiga-Brenes, Diego Ríos-Zertuche, Casey K. Johanns, 
Alexandra Schaefer, Sima S. Desai, Annie Haakenstad, Marielle C. Gagnier, Claire R. McNellan, 
Danny V. Colombara, Sonia López Romero, Leolin Castillo, Benito Salvatierra, Bernardo 
Hernandez, Miguel Betancourt-Cravioto, Ricardo Mujica-Rosales, Ferdinando Regalia, Roberto 
Tapia-Conyer, Emma Iriarte  
Research Article | published 16 Apr 2018 PLOS ONE  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0195292  
Abstract 
Background 
Results-based aid (RBA) is increasingly used to incentivize action in health. In Mesoamerica, the 
region consisting of southern Mexico and Central America, the RBA project known as the Salud 
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Mesoamérica Initiative (SMI) was designed to target disparities in maternal and child health, 
focusing on the poorest 20% of the population across the region. 
Methods and findings 
Data were first collected in 365 intervention health facilities to establish a baseline of indicators. 
For the first follow-up measure, 18 to 24 months later, 368 facilities were evaluated in these 
same areas. At both stages, we measured a near-identical set of supply-side performance 
indicators in line with country-specific priorities in maternal and child health. All countries 
showed progress in performance indicators, although with different levels. El Salvador, 
Honduras, Nicaragua, and Panama reached their 18-month targets, while the State of Chiapas 
in Mexico, Guatemala, and Belize did not. A second follow-up measurement in Chiapas and 
Guatemala showed continued progress, as they achieved previously missed targets nine to 12 
months later, after implementing a performance improvement plan. 
Conclusions 
Our findings show an initial success in the supply-side indicators of SMI. Our data suggest that 
the RBA approach can be a motivator to improve availability of drugs and services in poor 
areas. Moreover, our innovative monitoring and evaluation framework will allow health officials 
with limited resources to identify and target areas of greatest need. 
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   While conflicts continue to inflict damage – much of it intentional – on heritage sites, 
reconstruction becomes a critical topic for discussion. The recovery, rehabilitation and 
reconstruction of damaged sites are complex. They involve questions that go beyond 
authenticity and integrity. As the architect Jad Tabet says in his introductory article to this issue 
of World Heritage, “No one could have imagined that the coming century would, in its early 
years, witness a new cycle of violence that would spread from Afghanistan and Iraq to Mali, 
Libya, Syria and Yemen and lead the world to this state of generalized latent warfare that we 
know today. 
 
The formulation of sound guidance is urgently required on issues related to recovery, taking 
into account the need to support the affected local communities. To this end, expert meetings 
have been convened by the UNESCO World Heritage Centre, ICCROM and ICOMOS, and 
seminars are being held at universities to develop plans for thoughtful and effective action. 
UNESCO is also currently preparing a ‘White Paper’ in partnership with the World Bank on the 
reconstruction of cities following a conflict or major natural disaster. Reconstruction projects at 
World Heritage sites also need to address the Outstanding Universal Value (OUV) of each site – 
the reason for which it was inscribed on the World Heritage List – but within the context of a 
larger vision for recovery that addresses socioeconomic questions as well as the needs of the 
local communities. Solutions must be sensitive to questions of reconciliation and cannot rewrite 
history. 
 
In this issue, we look at the cases of intentional destruction of sites in Syria and of the Buddhas 
in the Bamiyan Valley of Afghanistan. We take into account the devastating impact on local 
communities and their identities, as well as the implications of different approaches to 
reconstruction. We look at the inspiring cases of Timbuktu (Mali), where the mausoleums were 
rebuilt after their destruction in 2012, and the Old Bridge Area of the Old City of Mostar (Bosnia 
and Herzegovina), where the rebuilt bridge has become a symbol of perseverance and unity 
among communities. We are also pleased to present an interview with heritage expert Christina 
Cameron, who explains the concept of reconstruction in the framework of the World Heritage 
Convention and considers the emotional and psychological consequences for the related 
communities. 
 
As we move forward, the World Heritage Committee will continue to support the preparation 
and dissemination of guidance on reconstruction, which includes facing the multifaceted 
challenges it brings. The Committee will continue as well to offer other options – such as 
exhibits, or virtual projections – that can satisfy the needs of communities to preserve and 
express their identities without marring the authenticity of what remains. New questions must 
also be addressed in the future. They include commemoration of the loss, and remembrance of 
community members and site managers who have given their lives to defend our shared World 
Heritage. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to wholeheartedly thank Francesco Bandarin, Assistant 
Director-General for Culture, who is leaving UNESCO after 15 years of service and who 
contributed greatly to safeguarding World Heritage around the world. I would also like to 
express my gratitude to Vesna Vujicic-Lugassy, our Managing Editor from the inception of this 
magazine in May 1996 to the present, for her personal engagement to make the Review 
globally known. 
Mechtild Rössler 
Director, UNESCO World Heritage Centre 
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