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::::::  
::::::  
 
ENDING VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN AND GIRLS:  
Global and Regional Trends in Women’s Legal Protection Against Domestic Violence 
and Sexual Harassment 
World Bank, Children’s Investment Fund Foundation and the Global Partnership for Education. 
PAULA TAVARES AND QUENTIN WODON 
FEBRUARY 2018 :: 20 pages 
Report PDF: 
http://pubdocs.worldbank.org/en/679221517425064052/EndingViolenceAgainstWomenandGirls-
GBVLaws-Feb2018.pdf 
 
KEY MESSAGES  [Editor’s text bolding] 
:: Laws against domestic violence and sexual harassment are important to provide women with 
legal protection and signal commitment to achieving the Sustainable Development Goal target of 
ending all forms of violence and harmful practices against women and girls by 2030. 
 
:: The share of countries with laws on domestic violence increased from 70.9 percent to 75.9 
percent thanks to legal reforms in seven countries over the last four years. 
 
:: Legal protection remains weak for sexual violence as a form of domestic violence, 
where laws are lacking in more than one in three countries. For economic violence, 
half of the countries do not have specific legislation. For two in three countries, 
unmarried intimate partners are not protected under the domestic violence laws. Gaps 
in legislation are most common in the Middle East and North Africa and in sub-
Saharan Africa. 
 
:: More than one billion women lack legal protection against sexual violence by an intimate 
partner or family member and close to 1.4 billion lack legal protection against domestic economic 
violence, with little progress over time in both cases. In addition, in many countries, even when 
married women may be protected against domestic violence, women in unmarried intimate 
relationships may not be protected. 
 
:: The share of countries with laws on sexual harassment increased from 83.7 percent to 86.5 
percent thanks to legal reforms in Cameroon, Chad, Egypt, and Guinea over the last four years. 
 
:: One in five countries do not have appropriate laws against sexual harassment in employment. 
The proportion is six in ten countries for sexual harassment in education and four in five countries 
for sexual harassment in public spaces. Criminal penalties for sexual harassment are in place in 
only two thirds of countries and less than half for sexual harassment in employment. 
 
:: Estimates of the number of women lacking legal protection against sexual 
harassment in employment, education, and public places are at 362 million, 1.5 
billion, and 2.2 billion, respectively. Estimates are higher when based on the lack of 
criminal penalties for perpetrators. 
 
:: While laws against domestic violence and sexual harassment are not sufficient to end these 
forms of abuse, they are an important step that countries can and should take towards ending 
violence against women and girls. 

 

http://pubdocs.worldbank.org/en/679221517425064052/EndingViolenceAgainstWomenandGirls-GBVLaws-Feb2018.pdf
http://pubdocs.worldbank.org/en/679221517425064052/EndingViolenceAgainstWomenandGirls-GBVLaws-Feb2018.pdf
http://pubdocs.worldbank.org/en/679221517425064052/EndingViolenceAgainstWomenandGirls-GBVLaws-Feb2018.pdf
http://pubdocs.worldbank.org/en/679221517425064052/EndingViolenceAgainstWomenandGirls-GBVLaws-Feb2018.pdf


   

 

Press Release 
More than 1 billion women lack legal protection against domestic sexual violence, 
finds World Bank study 
WASHINGTON, February 1, 2018 – More than one billion women lack legal protection against 
domestic sexual violence, says new research from the World Bank. 
 
The study, Global and Regional Trends in Women’s Legal Protection Against Domestic Violence 
and Sexual Harassment, also found that close to 1.4 billion women lack legal protection against 
domestic economic violence. Economic abuse entails controlling a woman’s ability to access 
economic resources (money, education or employment) as a form of intimidation and coercion. In 
addition, women are often not legally protected against specific types of sexual harassment 
outside the home, such as at work, school, and in public places. 
 
Violence against women takes many forms, including physical, sexual, emotional, and economic. 
Violence leads to negative and, at times, dramatic mental and physical health consequences. It 
leads to increased absenteeism at work and limits mobility, thereby reducing productivity and 
earnings. It leads girls to drop out of school because going to school puts them at risk of abuse. It 
affects women’s decision-making ability within the household, including being able to seek 
services when needed. 
 
“Gender-based violence is a global epidemic that endangers the life of women and girls with a 
wide range of negative consequences not only for them, but also for their children and 
communities. Ending this scourge is integral to the development of women’s human capital and 
unleashing their contribution to economic growth,” said Quentin Wodon, World Bank lead 
economist and co-author of the study.  
 
The elimination by 2030 of all forms of violence against women and girls, and of all 
harmful practices such as child, early and forced marriage, and female genital 
mutilation, are two of the targets adopted under the United Nations’ Sustainable 
Development Goals. These targets have intrinsic value, but they also matter for reducing 
poverty and creating inclusive societies. As just one example, ending sexual harassment in schools 
can boost educational attainment for girls, leading to higher earnings in adulthood… 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
Humanitarian Response – Children 
 
UNICEF seeks $3.6 billion in emergency assistance for 48 million children caught up in 
catastrophic humanitarian crises 
   NEW YORK/GENEVA, 30 January 2018 – UNICEF appealed today for $3.6 billion to provide 
lifesaving humanitarian assistance to 48 million children living through conflict, natural disasters 
and other emergencies in 51 countries in 2018.  
 
Around the world, violent conflict is driving humanitarian needs to critical levels, with children 
especially vulnerable. Conflicts that have endured for years – such as those in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, Iraq, Nigeria, South Sudan, Syria and Yemen, among other countries 
–  continue to deepen in complexity, bringing new waves of violence, displacement and disruption 
to children’s lives.  
 
“Children cannot wait for wars to be brought to an end, with crises threatening the immediate 

http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2018/02/01/more-than-1-billion-women-lack-legal-protection-against-domestic-sexual-violence-finds-world-bank-study
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2018/02/01/more-than-1-billion-women-lack-legal-protection-against-domestic-sexual-violence-finds-world-bank-study
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_102509.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_102509.html


   

 

survival and long term future of children and young people on a catastrophic scale,” said UNICEF 
Director of Emergency Programmes, Manuel Fontaine. “Children are the most vulnerable when 
conflict or disaster causes the collapse of essential services such as healthcare, water and 
sanitation. Unless the international community takes urgent action to protect and provide life-
saving assistance to these children, they face an increasingly bleak future.” 
 
Parties to conflicts are showing a blatant disregard for the lives of children. Children are not only 
coming under direct attack, but are also being denied basic services as schools, hospitals and 
civilian infrastructure are damaged or destroyed. Approximately 84 per cent ($3.015 billion) of the 
2018 funding appeal is for work in countries affected by humanitarian crises borne of violence and 
conflict. 
 
The world is becoming a more dangerous place for many children, with almost one in four 
children now living in a country affected by conflict or disaster. For too many of these children, 
daily life is a nightmare…  
 
The largest component of UNICEF’s appeal this year is for children and families caught up in the 
Syria conflict, soon to enter its eighth year. UNICEF is seeking almost $1.3 billion to support 6.9 
million Syrian children inside Syria and those living as refugees in neighbouring countries. 
 
Working with partners and with the support of donors, in 2018 UNICEF aims to: 
- Provide 35.7 million people with access to safe water;  
- Reach 8.9 million children with formal or non-formal basic education;  
- Immunize 10 million children against measles; 
- Provide psychosocial support to over 3.9 million children; 
- Treat 4.2 million children with severe acute malnutrition. 
 
In the first ten months of 2017, as a result of UNICEF’s support:  
- 29.9 million people were provided with access to safe water; 
- 13.6 million children were vaccinated against measles; 
- 5.5 million children accessed some form of education; 
- 2.5 million children were treated for severe acute malnutrition; 
- 2.8 million children accessed psycho-social support.  
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
Education – Global 
 
Global Partnership for Education launches new public-private initiative to address the 
data challenge in global education 
    DAKAR, Senegal, February 1, 2018 – In an effort to help developing countries strengthen their 
collection, management and utilization of education data, high-level representatives from the 
private sector, international organizations, developing country governments and other partners 
are coming together at the Global Partnership for Education (GPE) Financing Conference to launch 
a major new initiative called the Education Data Solutions Roundtable. 
   The initiative aims to improve developing countries’ capacity to gather accurate, comprehensive 
and timely data, which is essential to understand where improvements are needed in education 
systems and where progress is being made. 
   “More and better data are essential to building effective and resilient education systems that 
deliver quality schooling at scale,” said Alice Albright, Chief Executive Officer, Global Partnership 

https://www.globalpartnership.org/news-and-media/news/global-partnership-education-launches-new-public-private-initiative-address-data-challenge-global-education
https://www.globalpartnership.org/news-and-media/news/global-partnership-education-launches-new-public-private-initiative-address-data-challenge-global-education


   

 

for Education. “The data challenge is one of our most pressing priorities. Without the right 
information about the performance of their education systems, including data about the number 
of children in school and their learning progress, governments are essentially flying blind. That is 
why most of our grants fund country-level data improvements.” 
   The new public-private initiative recognizes that the business community, in partnership with 
other stakeholders in development, can offer innovative solutions, creative thinking and new 
technology that will drive improvements at community, regional, national and ultimately global 
levels. The initiative is part of the Global Partnership for Education’s knowledge and exchange 
work. 
   UNESCO’s Institute for Statistics (UIS) is a central partner in the initiative.  It serves as  the 
statistical office of UNESCO and the primary UN repository for cross-nationally comparable 
statistics on education covering more than 200 countries and territories…  
 
In Dakar, a Major Mobilization to Finance Education Worldwide  
02 February 2018  UNESCO News Release 
   UNESCO Director-General Audrey Azoulay commended the pledges announced by over 60 
countries at the Global Partnership for Education Financing Conference in Dakar (Senegal), co-
chaired by France and Senegal, and of which UNESCO is a partner.   
   “In the face of an education emergency, these commitments represent an investment in the 
future of millions of children and youth, and a crucial contribution in the implementation of 
inclusive and equitable quality education, the goal for which UNESCO leads global efforts in the 
framework of the 2030 Agenda. Education is the key to development and peace, but we are in a 
situation of massive under-investment. The consequences are well known. We need collective 
intelligence in action for a long-term political vision that is coherent and financed. UNESCO will be 
fully engaged in this collective effort, through the mandate that has been entrusted to us by our 
Member States,” stated the Director-General, 
   UNESCO estimates an annual financing gap of $39 billion to achieve universal education from 
early childhood to secondary level in low and middle-income countries by 2030. 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
Education – Literacy in Humanitarian/Disaster Contexts 
 
3 in 10 young people in conflict or disaster-stricken countries are illiterate - UNICEF 
NEW YORK, 31 January 2018 – Nearly 3 in 10 young people aged between 15 and 24 years old – 
59 million – living in countries affected by conflict or disaster are illiterate, triple the global rate, 
UNICEF said today.  
 
Niger, Chad, South Sudan and Central African Republic – all countries with a long history of 
instability and high levels of poverty – are home to the highest illiteracy rates among young 
people with 76 per cent, 69 per cent, 68 per cent and 64 per cent of 15 to 24 year olds, 
respectively, unable to read or write.  
 
“These numbers are a stark reminder of the tragic impact that crises have on children’s education, 
their futures, and the stability and growth of their economies and societies,” said UNICEF 
Executive Director Henrietta H. Fore. “An uneducated child who grows into an illiterate youth in a 
country ripped apart by conflict or destroyed by disasters may not have much of a chance.”  
 

https://en.unesco.org/news/dakar-major-mobilization-finance-education-worldwide
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_102519.html


   

 

This new analysis – calculated using UNESCO’s literacy rates in 27 emergency countries featured 
in UNICEF’s 2018 Humanitarian Action for Children appeal – is released ahead of this week’s 
Global Partnership for Education Replenishment Conference in Dakar, Senegal.  
 
The analysis also notes that girls and young women are at the biggest disadvantage when it 
comes to reading and writing, with 33 per cent of them in emergency countries failing to learn 
even the basics, compared to 24 per cent of boys.  
 
Yet, despite its role in leveling the playing field for the most vulnerable children and young 
people, education remains severely underfunded. Currently, only 3.6 per cent of humanitarian 
funding goes toward providing education for children living in emergencies, making it one of the 
least funded sectors in humanitarian appeals… 
 
UNICEF urges governments and other partners to take action to tackle the education crisis 
affecting children and young people in emergencies including by: 
- Providing young children with access to quality early education programmes to support their 
development and set them up to continue learning throughout their childhood; 
- Offering illiterate young people the opportunity to learn to read and write and further their 
education through specially designed alternative and accelerated education programmes; 
- Increasing investment in education, particularly for the most disadvantaged children and youth… 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
Heritage Stewardship – Environment 
 
Parties committed to a pollution-free Africa through the implementation of the 
Bamako Convention 
United Nations Environment Programme [UNEP] News Release 
    Abidjan, 1 February 2018 - Parties to the Bamako Convention adopted a set of decisions. They 
also adopted, by consensus, a negotiated Ministerial Declaration through which they reaffirmed 
their commitment to make Africa a pollution-free continent. 
   Over 35 countries, experts, private sector, civil society, regional economic bodies participated in 
the three-days Conference of the Parties to the Bamako Convention on the Ban of the Import into 
Africa and the Control of Transboundary Movement and Management of Hazardous Wastes within 
Africa that took place in the Ivorian Capital, Abidjan from 30 to 1 February 2018. 
   The common message from all Parties has been that urgent actions and effective mechanisms 
should be developed at national and regional levels to effectively implement the Bamako 
Convention. 
   While Parties committed to secure total ban of imports to Africa and control of transboundary 
movement of hazardous wastes, they also reaffirmed to take concrete actions for effective 
implementation of adopted decisions at past and present conference. 
   “The Bamako convention is an important instrument which demonstrates the will of Africans to 
protect their health and environment. It is an instrument that can help us have a Continent free of 
all forms of pollution. However, to achieve the objectives of the Convention, we need to double 
our efforts and continue to create more initiatives, “said H.E. Anne Desire Oulotto, Minister of 
Sanitation, Environment and Sustainable Development of Cote d’Ivoire and President of the COP-2 
of The Bamako convention. 
   “We should give this Convention all the necessary support and resources so it can play its role 
in achieving an Africa without pollution,” she added. 

https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/press-release/parties-committed-pollution-free-africa-through-implementation
https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/press-release/parties-committed-pollution-free-africa-through-implementation


   

 

   Parties also reaffirmed their support for the environmentally sound management of chemicals 
and wastes through effective implementation of the Bamako Convention. They reiterated the need 
to align the Bamako convention to other global chemicals conventions, especially Basel 
Convention… 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
Development – Health Technologies/Innovation/Collaboration 
 
WHO-WIPO-WTO Technical Symposium on Sustainable Development Goals: 
Innovative technologies to promote healthy lives and well-being* 
Date of the event: 26 February 2018 (09:00 to 17:15) 
Location: Geneva, Switzerland (WHO Headquarters, Executive Board Room) 
The event is open to Geneva-based delegations to WHO, WIPO and WTO, representatives of 
international and philanthropic organizations, experts on intellectual property and trade, civil 
society organizations and interested individuals and organizations.  
The provisional programme of the event is available here.  
Further details about the Symposium can be accessed here.  
Background 
The post-2015 Agenda for Sustainable Development sets out an ambitious plan for action: to 
reach and empower the most vulnerable and take action in areas of critical importance for 
humanity and the planet. The Sustainable Development Goals usher in a new era of global 
development that seeks to leave no one behind. Achievement of the SDGs will require a delicate 
choreography of interplay between all stakeholders.  
 
Access to, and innovation in, health technologies is a requisite element for ensuring progress 
toward universal health coverage and achievement of the SDGs, namely SDG 3 Ensure healthy 
lives and promote well-being for all at all ages. Scientific progress, advances in health 
technologies and improved trade have contributed to unprecedented improvements in health 
outcomes. However, gains in life expectancy and quality of life are unequally distributed between 
low-, middle-, and high-income countries. Troubling inequalities in the burden of disease are, in 
part, attributed to the disparate access to health technologies. As a fundamental human right, the 
right of everyone to enjoy the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health obliges 
governments to ensure appropriate access to essential medicines.  
 
The seventh technical symposium organized by WHO, WIPO, WTO will discuss challenges and 
opportunities for the international community to ensure that innovative technologies are 
developed and reach patients in order to realize the right to health and the health-related SDGs. 
The Symposium will offer a forum for an evidence-based exchange of views and experiences of 
the various stakeholders and representatives of the relevant sectors. Innovative, inclusive, and 
multi-stakeholder initiatives and partnerships that research, develop and facilitate access to novel, 
needs-based health technologies will be highlighted. The exchange will provide the basis for 
discussion and allow participants to achieve a better understanding of the benefits, drawbacks, 
and impact of the various available options.  
 
The joint technical symposia convened by WHO, WIPO and WTO build on the collaborative work 
undertaken by the three agencies to enhance capacity, including the trilateral study “Promoting 
Access to Medical Technologies and Innovation.” 
 
::::::  

http://www.who.int/phi/sustainable_development_goals_February2018/en/
http://www.who.int/phi/sustainable_development_goals_February2018/en/
http://www.who.int/phi/IAU_TrilateralSymposium2018_DraftProgramme_2018-01-29.pdf?ua=1
http://www.who.int/phi/implementation/trilateral_cooperation/en/


   

 

::::::  
 
Featured Journal Content 
 
PLOS Currents: Disasters 
http://currents.plos.org/disasters/ 
[Accessed 3 February 2018] 
Research Article  
Infectious Disease Risk and Vaccination in Northern Syria after 5 Years of Civil War: 
The MSF Experience 
February 2, 2018 ·  
Alan de Lima Pereira, Rosamund Southgate, Hikmet Ahmed, Penelope O’Connor, Vanessa 
Cramond, Annick Lenglet  
Abstract 
Introduction: In 2015, following an influx of population into Kobanê in northern Syria, Médecins 
Sans Frontières (MSF) in collaboration with the Kobanê Health Administration (KHA) initiated 
primary healthcare activities. A vaccination coverage survey and vaccine-preventable disease 
(VPD) risk analysis were undertaken to clarify the VPD risk and vaccination needs. This was 
followed by a measles Supplementary Immunization Activity (SIA). We describe the methods and 
results used for this prioritisation activity around vaccination in Kobanê in 2015. 
Methods: We implemented a pre-SIA survey in 135 randomly-selected households in Kobanê 
using a vaccination history questionnaire for all children <5 years. We conducted a VPD Risk 
Analysis using MSF ‘Preventive Vaccination in Humanitarian Emergencies’ guidance to prioritize 
antigens with the highest public health threat for mass vaccination activities. A Measles SIA was 
then implemented and followed by vaccine coverage survey in 282 randomly-selected households 
targeting children <5 years. 
Results: The pre-SIA survey showed that 168/212 children (79.3%; 95%CI=72.7-84.6%) had 
received one vaccine or more in their lifetime. Forty-three children (20.3%; 95%CI: 15.1-26.6%) 
had received all vaccines due by their age; only one was <12 months old and this child had 
received all vaccinations outside of Syria. The VPD Risk Analysis prioritised measles, Haemophilus 
Influenza type B (Hib) and Pneumococcus vaccinations. In the measles SIA, 3410 children aged 6-
59 months were vaccinated. The use of multiple small vaccination sites to reduce risks associated 
with crowds in this active conflict setting was noted as a lesson learnt. The post-SIA survey 
estimated 82% (95%CI: 76.9-85.9%; n=229/280) measles vaccination coverage in children 6-59 
months. 
Discussion: As a result of the conflict in Syria, the progressive collapse of the health care system 
in Kobanê has resulted in low vaccine coverage rates, particularly in younger age groups. The 
repeated displacements of the population, attacks on health institutions and exodus of healthcare 
workers, challenge the resumption of routine immunization in this conflict setting and limit the use 
of SIAs to ensure sustainable immunity to VPDs. We have shown that the risk for several VPDs in 
Kobanê remains high. 
Conclusion: We call on all health actors and the international community to work towards re-
establishment of routine immunisation activities as a priority to ensure that children who have had 
no access to vaccination in the last five years are adequately protected for VPDs as soon as 
possible. 
 
 
Cancer Epidemiology 
Volume 53, April 2018, Pages 27–34 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/18777821/53/supp/C 
Research Reports 

http://currents.plos.org/disasters/
http://currents.plos.org/disasters/article/infectious-disease-risk-and-vaccination-in-northern-syria-after-5-years-of-civil-war-the-msf-experience/
http://currents.plos.org/disasters/article/infectious-disease-risk-and-vaccination-in-northern-syria-after-5-years-of-civil-war-the-msf-experience/
http://currents.plos.org/disasters/author/alanpereira/
http://currents.plos.org/disasters/author/rosamund-southgatelondon-msf-org/
http://currents.plos.org/disasters/author/hikmatehmedhotmail-com/
http://currents.plos.org/disasters/author/pennyoconnoryahoo-co-uk/
http://currents.plos.org/disasters/author/vanessa-cramondamsterdam-msf-org/
http://currents.plos.org/disasters/author/vanessa-cramondamsterdam-msf-org/
http://currents.plos.org/disasters/author/alenglet/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/18777821/53/supp/C


   

 

Descriptive patterns and trends 
Productivity losses due to premature mortality from cancer in Brazil, Russia, India, 
China, and South Africa (BRICS): A population-based comparison 
Highlights 
:: Lost productivity can be a complementary measure of cancer burden. 
:: Lost productivity due to cancer in BRICS is significant − $46.3 billion annually. 
:: China had the largest total productivity loss, due to population size. 
:: South Africa had the highest cost per cancer death, and India the lowest. 
:: Country differences highlight the need for localised cancer control strategies. 
Abstract 
Background 
Over two-thirds of the world’s cancer deaths occur in economically developing countries; however, 
the societal costs of cancer have rarely been assessed in these settings. Our aim was to estimate 
the value of productivity lost in 2012 due to cancer-related premature mortality in the major 
developing economies of Brazil, the Russian Federation, India, China and South Africa (BRICS). 
Methods 
We applied an incidence-based method using the human capital approach. We used annual adult 
cancer deaths from GLOBOCAN2012 to estimate the years of productive life lost between cancer 
death and pensionable age in each country, valued using national and international data for 
wages, and workforce statistics. Sensitivity analyses examined various methodological 
assumptions. 
Results 
The total cost of lost productivity due to premature cancer mortality in the BRICS countries in 
2012 was $46·3 billion, representing 0·33% of their combined gross domestic product. The 
largest total productivity loss was in China ($28 billion), while South Africa had the highest cost 
per cancer death ($101,000). Total productivity losses were greatest for lung cancer in Brazil, the 
Russian Federation and South Africa; liver cancer in China; and lip and oral cavity cancers in 
India. 
Conclusion 
Locally-tailored strategies are required to reduce the economic burden of cancer in developing 
economies. Focussing on tobacco control, vaccination programs and cancer screening, combined 
with access to adequate treatment, could yield significant gains for both public health and 
economic performance of the BRICS countries. 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
Emergencies 
 
POLIO  
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
Polio this week as of 31 January 2018 [GPEI] 
:: New on http://polioeradication.org/: As part of the GPEI’s plan to capture and share lessons 
learnt since its inception, the programme has released detailed best practice guides for active 
surveillance for polio eradication, monitoring the quality of polio eradication campaign 
performance, and microplanning.  
:: Last week, Member states and partners met to discuss polio transition and keeping the world 
polio-free after eradication at the WHO Executive Board Meeting.  
:: Chris Maher, a long-time polio eradicator and a central part of the polio programme, has been 
recognised in the Australia Day honours list named as an Officer of the Order of Australia. His 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1877782117302126
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1877782117302126
http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
http://polioeradication.org/
http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/preparing-for-a-polio-free-world/transition-planning/lessons-learned-from-polio-eradication/
http://polioeradication.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/best-practices-1.pdf
http://polioeradication.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/best-practices-1.pdf
http://polioeradication.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/best-practices-2.pdf
http://polioeradication.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/best-practices-2.pdf
http://polioeradication.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/best-practices-3.pdf
http://polioeradication.org/news-post/polio-transition-on-the-global-stage-at-who-executive-board-meeting/
http://polioeradication.org/news-post/polio-transition-on-the-global-stage-at-who-executive-board-meeting/


   

 

recognition comes for his distinguished service to community and international public health 
through technical, operational and management roles in the global eradication of poliomyelitis.  
 
:: Weekly country updates as of 31 January 2018 
Afghanistan:   
:: Advance notification has been received of two new cases of wild poliovirus type 1 (WPV1) in 
Kandahar province. One case occurred in Shawalikot district, with onset on 5 January 2018, and 
one occurred in Boldak district, with onset on 6 January 2018. These cases will be confirmed in 
next week’s data reporting, raising the number of officially reported WPV1 cases in Afghanistan in 
2018 to three.  
::  Five new WPV1 positive environmental samples were reported this week. One sample was 
collected in Lashkargah district, Hilmand province on 26 December 2017, and one was collected in 
Kandahar district, Kandahar province, on 27 December 2017. On 8 January 2018, two samples 
were collected in Kandahar district, Kandahar province and one sample was collected from 
Lashkargah district, Hilmand province.…  
Pakistan:  
:: Two new WPV1 positive environmental samples have been reported, one collected from Sindh 
province, and one from Balochistan province.  
 
::::::  
 
Syria cVDPV2 outbreak situation report 32, 30 January 2018 
Situation update 30 January 2018 
   :: No new cases of cVDPV2 were reported this week. The total number of cVDPV2 cases 
remains 74. The most recent case (by date of onset of paralysis) is 21 September 2017 from 
Boukamal district, Deir Ez-Zor governorate.  
   :: The first round (mOPV2) of the second phase of the outbreak response has been completed 
in all the targeted governorates (Deir Ez-Zor, Homs, Hasakah and Raqqa). The campaign was 
extended for 2 days in some areas to ensure low performing pockets were covered. 
   :: According to administrative reports a total of 665 736 children under 5 years were vaccinated 
with mOPV2, representing 96% of the total estimated target. 
  :: On 29 January, the Syrian Ministry of Health, World Health Organization and UNICEF met with 
a communication specialist deployed to support the outbreak response to coordinate on the 
implementation of communication microplans at lower district and lower levels. 
   :: Preparations continue for the second vaccination round which will utilize IPV. Global Polio 
Eradication Initiative (GPEI) partners continue to assist. 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies  [to 3 February 2018] 
The Syrian Arab Republic  
:: Syria cVDPV2 outbreak situation report 32, 30 January 2018 
[See Polio above for detail] 
 
Iraq  - No new announcements identified 
Nigeria  - No new announcements identified. 
South Sudan - No new announcements identified. 
Yemen  - No new announcements identified. 
 
:::::: 

http://www.emro.who.int/images/stories/syria/WHO_UNICEF_Situation_Report_32_cVDPV2_outbreak_Syria_30_1_18.pdf?ua=1
http://www.who.int/hac/donorinfo/g3_contributions/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/syr/en/index.html
http://www.emro.who.int/images/stories/syria/WHO_UNICEF_Situation_Report_32_cVDPV2_outbreak_Syria_30_1_18.pdf?ua=1
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/irq/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/hac/crises/nga/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/ssd/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/yem/en/index.html


   

 

 
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies  [to 3 February 2018] 
Bangladesh/Myanmar: Rakhine Conflict 2017  
:: Over 350,000 children to get additional dose of diphtheria vaccine in Cox’s Bazar  
SEAR/PR/1678 
   28 January 2018, Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh – Stepping up efforts to curtail the ongoing 
diphtheria outbreak in Cox’s Bazar, WHO and UNICEF are working with Ministry of Health and 
Family Welfare to vaccinate over 350,000 children in the Rohingya camps and makeshift 
settlements with an additional dose of diphtheria vaccine.  
   “An additional dose of diphtheria vaccine is expected to further boost immunity of vulnerable 
children and help restrict diphtheria. These intense campaigns demonstrate the commendable 
efforts being made by Bangladesh to protect the health of a vulnerable population,” said Dr 
Bardan Jung Rana, World Health Organization’s ai Representative to Bangladesh… 
:: Weekly Situation Report #11 - 29 January 2018 
 
Central African Republic   
:: Responding to forgotten crises - Together with the United Nations Central Emergency Response 
Fund  27 January 2017 
 
Democratic Republic of the Congo   
:: Cholera in Kinshasa - WHO is redeploying experts to control the epidemic  
   15 January 2018 Kinshasa -- On a 24-hour working visit to the Democrati Republic of Congo's 
capital, heavily affected by the cholera epidemic, Dr Matshidiso MOETI, WHO Regional Director for 
Africa, told the Minister of Health, Public Health, Dr Oly ILUNGA Monday, of a reinforced 
emergency support mechanism putting all the experts from the Country Office and those deployed 
in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (epidemiologists, logisticians, data managers, specialists 
in communication on risks, social mobilization and community engagement etc.) available to the 
DPS to strengthen the response against cholera. 
 
Cameroon  - No new announcements identified  
Ethiopia  - No new announcements identified. 
Libya - No new announcements identified. 
Niger  - No new announcements identified. 
Ukraine - No new announcements identified. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – L3 Emergencies 
The UN and its humanitarian partners are currently responding to three 'L3' emergencies. This is 
the global humanitarian system's classification for the response to the most severe, large-scale 
humanitarian crises.  
Syrian Arab Republic  
:: 2 Feb 2018  Monitoring Violence Against Health Care: Annual Report, 2017 
:: Assistant-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Deputy Emergency Relief Coordinator, 
Ms. Ursula Mueller, Statement to the Security Council on Syria, 30 January 2018 
Report from UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs Published on 30 Jan 2018  
:: Turkey | Syria: Recent Developments in Northwestern Syria (Idleb Governorate and Afrin 
District) (as of 30 January 2018) 
 
Yemen   

http://www.who.int/hac/donorinfo/g3_contributions/en/
http://www.who.int/hac/crises/mmr/en/
http://www.searo.who.int/mediacentre/releases/2018/1678/en/
http://www.searo.who.int/bangladesh/weeklysitrep11cxbban.pdf?ua=1&ua=1
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/caf/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/donorinfo/2017/responding-to-forgotten-crises/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/donorinfo/2017/responding-to-forgotten-crises/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/cod/en/index.html
http://newsletters.cod.afro.who.int/drcflyer/1sl540enc96
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/cmr/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/eth/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/lby/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/ner/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/ukr/en/index.html
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/syria
https://reliefweb.int/node/2446224
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/assistant-secretary-general-humanitarian-affairs-and-deputy-emergency-2
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/assistant-secretary-general-humanitarian-affairs-and-deputy-emergency-2
https://reliefweb.int/organization/ocha
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/turkey-syria-recent-developments-northwestern-syria-idleb-governorate-0
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/turkey-syria-recent-developments-northwestern-syria-idleb-governorate-0
https://www.unocha.org/yemen


   

 

:: 31 Jan 2018  Yemen: Escalation of armed clashes in Aden - Flash Update 3 | 31 January 2018 
:: 30 Jan 2018  Statement by the Humanitarian Coordinator for Yemen Ad Interim, Stephen 
Anderson, on the Situation in Aden [EN/AR] 
 
DRC   - No new announcements identified. 
Iraq   - No new announcements identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Corporate Emergencies 
When the USG/ERC declares a Corporate Emergency Response, all OCHA offices, branches and 
sections provide their full support to response activities both at HQ and in the field. 
ROHINGYA REFUGEE CRISIS 
:: ISCG Situation Update: Rohingya Refugee Crisis, Cox’s Bazar | 27 January 2018 
 
Ethiopia    
:: 29 Jan 2018  Ethiopia: Conflict Displacement Situation Report (23 January 2018) 
:: Emergency Relief Coordinator and Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs, Mark 
Lowcock, remarks at the High-Level Event on the New Way of Working  Published on 28 Jan 2018  
 
Somalia  
:: Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, Mark 
Lowcock: Opening Remarks at the Launch of the 2018 Somalia Humanitarian Response Plan and 
the Resilience and Recovery Framework  Published on 30 Jan 2018  
 
Nigeria  - No new announcements identified. 
 

 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 
 

:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
   We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new research 
and major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, collaborations, and 
initiatives across the human rights, humanitarian response and development spheres of action.  
   This Watch section is intended to be indicative, not exhaustive. We will not include fund raising 
announcements, programs, events or appeals, and generally not include content which is primarily 
photo-documentation or video in format. 
 
 
Action Contre la Faim – Action Against Hunger  [to 3 February 2018] 
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/en 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 3 February 2018] 
http://amref.org/news/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Aravind Eye Care System  [to 3 February 2018] 

https://reliefweb.int/node/2441644
https://reliefweb.int/node/2439804
https://reliefweb.int/node/2439804
https://www.unocha.org/drc
https://www.unocha.org/iraq
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
http://www.unocha.org/rohingya-refugee-crisis/
https://reliefweb.int/node/2436379
https://www.unocha.org/ethiopia
https://reliefweb.int/node/2437339
https://reliefweb.int/node/2436424
https://reliefweb.int/node/2436424
https://www.unocha.org/somalia
https://reliefweb.int/report/somalia/under-secretary-general-humanitarian-affairs-and-emergency-relief-coordinator-mark
https://reliefweb.int/report/somalia/under-secretary-general-humanitarian-affairs-and-emergency-relief-coordinator-mark
https://reliefweb.int/report/somalia/under-secretary-general-humanitarian-affairs-and-emergency-relief-coordinator-mark
https://www.unocha.org/nigeria
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/en
http://amref.org/news/news/
http://amref.org/news/news/


   

 

http://www.aravind.org/default/currentnewscontent 
http://amref.org/news/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
  
BRAC  [to 3 February 2018] 
http://www.brac.net/#news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CARE International  [to 3 February 2018] 
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases 
31st Jan 2018     
Bangladesh: Imminent rainy season threatens thousands of refugees back into 
suffering and misery 
   As rainy season approaches, CARE warns that thousands of refugees in Bangladesh could be at 
risk from flooding and landslides. 
 
 
Clubhouse International  [to 3 February 2018] 
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 3 February 2018] 
https://www.drc.dk/news 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
ECPAT  [to 3 February 2018]  
http://www.ecpat.net/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Fountain House  [to 3 February 2018] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Handicap International  [to 3 February 2018]  
http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Heifer International  [to 3 February 2018] 
http://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HelpAge International  [to 3 February 2018]  
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/ 

http://www.aravind.org/default/currentnewscontent
http://amref.org/news/news/
http://www.brac.net/#news
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases
https://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases/bangladesh-imminent-rainy-season-threatens-thousands-of-refugees-back-into-suffering-and-misery
https://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases/bangladesh-imminent-rainy-season-threatens-thousands-of-refugees-back-into-suffering-and-misery
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html
https://www.drc.dk/news
http://www.ecpat.net/news
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press
http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases
http://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases.html
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/


   

 

Website not responding at inquiry. 
 

 
ICRC  [to 3 February 2018] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports  
Nuclear weapons are a risk to all humanity 
   Remarks by Kathleen Lawand, head of ICRC arms unit, delivered on the subject of nuclear 
weapons and the significance of the 2017 Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons Treaty. 
02-02-2018 | Statement  
 
South Sudan: ICRC available to act as a neutral intermediary in release of detainees 
   The ICRC has informed parties involved in the conflict in South Sudan that it can facilitate any 
potential release of persons detained in relation to the conflict. 
28-01-2018 | News release  
 
ICRC Legal Adviser Netta Goussac talks about new technologies and IHL 
   ICRC legal adviser Netta Goussac talks about new technologies and IHL, including the 
applicability of IHL to drone strikes, the importance of human control over and the accountability 
gap with autonomous weapon systems. 
26-01-2018 | Video  
 
 
IFRC   [to 3 February 2018] 
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/press-releases/ 
Global  2 February 2018 
IFRC confirms criminal complaint against Ammado AG 
   The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) confirms that it is 
one of a number of non-profit organizations owed money by the online donation provider, 
Ammado AG. 

 
 
IRC  International Rescue Committee  [to 3 February 2018] 
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 
Selected Press Releases & Statements 
Press Release  
The International Rescue Committee’s perspective on the zero draft of the Global 
Compact for Refugees 
   New York, NY, February 2, 2018 — The “zero draft” of the UN Global Compact for Refugees 
(GCR), a nonbinding commitment by countries to improve the international response to 
displacement, is a welcome document in its objectives and vision. However, without clear 
outcomes and targets for the changes we want to see in the lives of refugees and their host 
communities, there is little to drive action and keep governments accountable. The draft offers a 
menu of suggested ways to move towards a comprehensive refugee response, but falls short in 
offering a clear direction on roles and responsibilities. Although there is a strong emphasis on a 
multi-stakeholder approach—rightly putting refugees themselves at the center of the compact—it 
lets governments off the hook, potentially weakening States’ responsibilities… 
 
Perspective  
IRC condemns Administration’s arbitrary decision not to protect Syrians fleeing war 
after August 1, 2016 

https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/kathleen-lawand-head-icrc-arms-unit-nuclear-weapons
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/south-sudan-icrc-available-act-neutral-intermediary-release-detainees
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/icrc-legal-adviser-netta-goussac-talks-about-autonomous-weapons
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/press-releases/
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/ifrc-confirms-criminal-complaint-ammado-ag/
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/international-rescue-committees-perspective-zero-draft-global-compact-refugees
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/international-rescue-committees-perspective-zero-draft-global-compact-refugees
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/irc-condemns-administrations-arbitrary-decision-not-protect-syrians-fleeing-war-after
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/irc-condemns-administrations-arbitrary-decision-not-protect-syrians-fleeing-war-after


   

 

January 31, 2018  
 
Press Release  
IRC experts warn Afghanistan, Myanmar and Yemen in the top crises to watch this 
year as US refugee admissions slashed 
January 31, 2018  
 
 
IRCT  [to 3 February 2018] 
http://www.irct.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Islamic Relief   [to 3 February 2018]  
http://www.islamic-relief.org/category/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Landsea   [to 3 February 2018] 
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified.  
 
 
Medecins du Monde   [to 3 February 2018]  
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/ 
No new digest content identified.  
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 3 February 2018]  
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/news-stories/press/press-releases 
Press release 
Liberia: MSF Opens Pediatric Surgery Program 
   MONROVIA, LIBERIA/NEW YORK, JANUARY 31, 2018—Doctors Without Borders/Médecins Sans 
Frontières (MSF) opened a pediatric surgical program at Bardnesville Junction Hospital (BJH) on 
the outskirts of Liberia's capital Monrovia on Jan. 11, with a goal of making surgical care more 
available for children in the country. 
 
Press release 
Syria: Deadly Airstrikes Damage Hospital Supported by MSF in Idlib  
   AMMAN, JORDAN/NEW YORK, JANUARY 29, 2018—Two airstrikes hit a hospital supported by 
Doctors Without Borders/Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) in Syria's Idlib governorate today, 
causing deaths and injuries and seriously damaging the facility, according to the hospital 
manager, who contacted MSF. 
 
Press release 
Mediterranean: 99 People Rescued From Sinking Dinghy, Many Others Presumed 
Drowned 
   New York, January 28, 2018—In a nightmarish day on the Mediterranean Sea yesterday, 99 
survivors from a sinking rubber boat were rescued by the Aquarius, a search and rescue vessel 
run by the international medical humanitarian organization Doctors Without Borders/Médecins 

https://www.rescue.org/press-release/irc-experts-warn-afghanistan-myanmar-and-yemen-top-crises-watch-year-us-refugee
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/irc-experts-warn-afghanistan-myanmar-and-yemen-top-crises-watch-year-us-refugee
http://www.irct.org/
http://www.islamic-relief.org/category/news/
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/news-stories/press/press-releases
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/article/liberia-msf-opens-pediatric-surgery-program
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/country-region/liberia
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/article/syria-deadly-airstrikes-damage-hospital-supported-msf-idlib
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/article/mediterranean-99-people-rescued-sinking-dinghy-many-others-presumed-drowned
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/article/mediterranean-99-people-rescued-sinking-dinghy-many-others-presumed-drowned


   

 

Sans Frontières (MSF) and SOS MEDITERRANEE. An unknown number of men, women, and 
children are missing and presumed drowned. Two women are confirmed dead. 
 
 
Mercy Corps [to 3 February 2018] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
February 1, 2018 
Mercy Corps Northwest Welcomes Lynn Renken As Interim Executive Director 
   Outgoing Director John W. Haines to lead and expand Mercy Corps’ Community Investment 
Trust  
Portland, Ore. – The board of directors of Mercy Corps Northwest has appointed Lynn Renken to 
lead the agency as interim executive director. Renken brings 20 years of experience to the role, 
including leadership roles for Mercy Corps in Kenya, Indonesia and most recently in Portland as 
Mercy Corps’ Senior Youth and Adolescent Girl Advisor… 
 
 
Operation Smile  [to 3 February 2018] 
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office 
Program Schedule 
Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve every 
opportunity for safe surgical care.  
 
 
OXFAM [to 3 February 2018] 
http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases 
1 February 2018 
One year on from Libya migration deal, people still in captivity and suffering abuses 
   Many people are still trapped in captivity and suffering abuses in Libya a year after Italy struck 
an EU-backed deal with the government to stop irregular migrants. Migrants who have managed 
to escape Libya following the deal have told Oxfam and its partner Borderline Sicilia of on-going 
kidnapping, murder, rape and forced labor.  
 
29 January 2018 
Yemen: Escalation of fighting in Taiz forces temporary closure of Oxfam's office 
   Oxfam today expressed serious concern, at the escalation of the fighting in Taiz and Aden 
governorates and called for an immediate ceasefire. The fighting has forced the organization to 
temporarily close its office in Taiz. 
 
 
Norwegian Refugee Council   [to 3 February 2018] 
http://www.nrc.no/ 
Published 01. Feb 2018  
How we are saving lives in Yemen 
  In 2017, the Norwegian Refugee Council provided life-saving aid to 760,000 people in Yemen. 
The needs are increasing every day.  
 
Published 30. Jan 2018  
Palestinian school under imminent threat of demolition 
  At least 61 schools in the West Bank and East Jerusalem at risk as attacks on education rise  
 
 

http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases
https://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/mercy-corps-northwest-welcomes-lynn-renken-interim-executive-director
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office
http://www.operationsmile.org/approach/program-schedule
http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases
https://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases/2018-02-01/one-year-libya-migration-deal-people-still-captivity-and
https://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases/2018-01-29/yemen-escalation-fighting-taiz-forces-temporary-closure-oxfams
http://www.nrc.no/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2018/january/how-we-are-saving-lives-in-yemen/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2018/january/palestinian-school-under-imminent-threat-of-demolition/


   

 

Pact  [to 3 February 2018] 
http://www.pactworld.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Partners In Health  [to 3 February 2018] 
http://www.pih.org/blog 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
PATH  [to 3 February 2018] 
http://www.path.org/news/index.php 
Announcement | February 01, 2018 
LabCorp CEO Dave King becomes PATH board chair 
  PATH is pleased to announce that its board of directors has confirmed David P. King as board 
chair. Mr. King, who is chairman and CEO of LabCorp, a leading global life sciences company, has 
served on the PATH board since 2013. 
   “As a PATH board member, Dave has applied his private-sector experience to the biggest health 
challenges facing our world,” said Steve Davis, PATH’s president and CEO. “He is a brilliant 
business leader who is deeply committed to health equity, and we are delighted that he is now 
our board chair.” 
   Mr. King succeeds Dean Allen, who recently completed a three-year term as board chair… 
 
Press release | January 31, 2018 
DRC government steps up commitment to eliminating sleeping sickness by 2020 
International partners support government in innovative approach to fight devastating disease 
 
Announcement | January 30, 2018 
New research consortium to evaluate evidence for single-dose HPV vaccination  
Leading health and research institutions come together to evaluate the evidence for potential 
single-dose HPV vaccination schedule. 
   The Single-Dose HPV Vaccine Evaluation Consortium, coordinated by PATH and encompassing 
nine leading research institutions, has begun work to collate and synthesize existing evidence and 
evaluate new data on the potential for single-dose human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine delivery. 
   While 80 countries and territories have introduced HPV vaccines on a two- or three-dose 
schedule into their national immunization schedules, rollout in low- and lower-middle-income 
countries has lagged. If demonstrated to be effective, single-dose HPV vaccination could 
significantly accelerate national vaccine introduction by simplifying programs and lowering 
procurement and delivery costs. 
   Funded by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, the consortium will review existing evidence 
and evaluate new information available from trials and other observational studies on the 
effectiveness of a single-dose schedule in order to inform global policy discussions and guidance 
around HPV vaccination. A group of modeling experts within the consortium will also analyze data, 
identify critical data gaps, and conduct exploratory what-if scenarios to estimate the impact and 
cost-effectiveness of a single-dose schedule versus non-vaccination or two-dose schedules to 
inform decision-making. 
    The consortium, coordinated by PATH, includes Harvard University, the London School of 
Hygiene & Tropical Medicine, Université Laval, the University of British Columbia, the US Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention, the US National Cancer Institute, Wits Reproductive Health 
and HIV Institute, and the World Health Organization. 

http://www.pactworld.org/
http://www.pih.org/blog
http://www.path.org/news/index.php
http://www.path.org/news/press-room/864/
http://www.path.org/news/press-room/861/
http://www.path.org/news/press-room/863/


   

 

   In addition to the consortium members, representatives from the following institutions serve as 
advisors: the British Columbia Provincial Health Services Authority; International Agency for 
Research on Cancer; Medical Research Council Unit, The Gambia; Instituto Nacional de Salud 
Pública de Mexico; and Quebec Institut National de Santé Publique. 
 
Announcement | January 29, 2018 
PATH statement on official relations status with the World Health Organization 
Executive Board votes for admission of PATH into official relations with the WHO 
   A statement from PATH’s Geneva Office Director Philippe Guinot follows: 
“As PATH celebrates 40 years of supporting global health innovation, we welcome the approval of 
our official relations status with the World Health Organization. We have enjoyed a very close and 
productive collaborative relationship with WHO, and look forward to continuing to work side-by-
side toward the advancement of public health in the future.” 
 
 
Plan International  [to 3 February 2018] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Save The Children [to 3 February 2018] 
https://www.savethechildren.net/news 
Selected Press Releases 
Thursday 25 January 2018  
LATEST UPDATE STATEMENT: ATTACK AGAINST OUR OFFICE IN JALALABAD  
   ‘This morning we were deeply saddened to discover that a further member of our team was 
killed during yesterday’s attack against our office in Jalalabad. The identity of our late colleague 
was confirmed today, a young man in his 20s, during the second indepth sweep of the building. 
This news comes as our staff struggle to come to terms with news that three colleagues were 
killed yesterday. 
 
 
SOS-Kinderdorf International  [to 3 February 2018] 
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/about-sos/press/press-releases 
Drought – 30 January 2018  
South Africa water crisis 
   SOS Children’s Villages families are applying lessons in conservation as dam levels dwindle in 
Cape Town and Port Elizabeth 
 
Pakistan – 29 January 2018  
Empowering a whole community through vocational education 
   Near the Korangi Fish Harbour in Karachi, Pakistan, there is a proud, state-of-the-art building 
offering a range of training courses to give young people and members of the local community 
the chance to build skills and boost employability.  
   The SOS Children’s Villages Technical Training Institute, designed by architect Habib Fida Ali, 
provides vocational training for a number of professions, including electrician, machinist and 
welding. In addition, the centre offers courses in ICT and English. 
 
 
Tostan  [to 3 February 2018] 
http://www.tostan.org 

http://www.path.org/news/press-room/862/
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre
https://www.savethechildren.net/news
https://www.savethechildren.net/article/latest-update-statement-attack-against-our-office-jalalabad
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/about-sos/press/press-releases
https://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/news/south-africa-water-crisis
https://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/news/pakistan-empowerment-through-vocational-training
http://www.tostan.org/latest-news


   

 

No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Women for Women International  [to 3 February 2018]  
http://www.womenforwomen.org/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Vision  [to 3 February 2018] 
http://wvi.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
::::: 
 
Center for Media Ethics and Responsibility/CMFR   [to 3 February 2018] 
http://cmfr-phil.org/media-ethics-responsibility/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Electronic Frontiers Foundation 
https://www.eff.org/ 
Deeplinks Blog by Adam Schwartz | February 3, 2018  
Keep Border Spy Tech Out of Dreamer Protection Bills 
   If Congress votes this month on legislation to protect Dreamers from deportation, any bill it 
considers should not include invasive surveillance technologies like biometric screening, social 
media snooping, automatic license plate readers, and drones. Such high tech spying would unduly 
intrude on the privacy of immigrants and Americans who live... 
 
Deeplinks Blog by Ernesto Falcon, Jeremy Gillula | February 1, 2018  
The Hypocrisy of AT&T’s “Internet Bill of Rights” 
   Last week AT&T has decided it’s good business to advocate for an “Internet Bill of Rights.” Of 
course, that catchy name doesn’t in any way mean that what AT&T wants is a codified list of 
rights for Internet users. No, what AT&T wants is to keep a firm hold on... 
 
 
Deeplinks Blog by Andrew Crocker, David Ruiz | February 1, 2018  
How Congress’s Extension of Section 702 May Expand the NSA’s Warrantless 
Surveillance Authority  
   Last month, Congress reauthorized Section 702, the controversial law the NSA uses to conduct 
some of its most invasive electronic surveillance. With Section 702 set to expire, Congress had a 
golden opportunity to fix the worst flaws in the NSA’s surveillance programs and protect 
Americans’ Fourth Amendment rights... 
 
 
Deeplinks Blog by Jennifer Lynch, Karen Gullo | January 31, 2018  
EFF Asks California Court to Reverse Ruling That Could Weaken Open Records Rules, 
Impede Public Access to Government Records 
   State agencies in California are collecting and using more data now than they ever, and much of 
this data includes very personal information about California residents. This presents a challenge 
for agencies and the courts—how to make government-held data that’s indisputably of... 
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Freedom House [to 3 February 2018] 
https://freedomhouse.org/news 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Research 
Jan 29 2018  
To Find an Authoritarian, Just Follow the Scapegoat 
   Antidemocratic leaders share a propensity for using scapegoats to weaken their opponents and 
break constraints on their own power. 
 
 
Transparency International  [to 3 February 2018] 
http://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
::::: 
 
ChildFund Alliance  [to 3 February 2018] 
https://childfundalliance.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CONCORD  [to 3 February 2018] 
http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 3 February 2018] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre 
 [Action Aid, Age International, British Red Cross, CAFOD, Care International, Christian Aid, 
Concern Worldwide, Islamic Relief, Oxfam, Plan UK, Save the Children, Tearfund and World  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
The Elders  [to 3 February 2018] 
http://theelders.org/news-media 
News 31 January 2018  
Making migration work for all: developing a human rights-focused approach 
   Mary Robinson calls on the international community to agree new ways of managing migration 
that recognise the realities of our globalised world, respects and protects human dignity, and 
shares the responsibility and benefits of integrating new migrants in a just and sustainable 
manner. 
 
News   29 January 2018  
Hugh Masekela: A Tribute from The Elders 
   Remembering Hugh Masekela, a voice for justice whose music will live on to inspire future 
generations in their own struggles to build a freer, fairer world. 
 
News   29 January 2018  
Climate justice: a civil rights movement with those most affected at its heart 
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   Mary Robinson calls for global solidarity and empathy with those most affected by climate 
change, putting the most vulnerable at the heart of decision making and urges a shift to a ‘1.5 
degree mindset’. 
 
 
END Fund   [to 3 February 2018] 
http://www.end.org/news 
Selected Press Releases and Major Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Evidence Aid   [to 3 February 2018] 
www.evidenceaid.org  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gavi [to 3 February 2018] 
http://www.gavi.org/library/news/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Global Fund [to 3 February 2018] 
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/?topic=&type=NEWS;&country= 
News  
Burkina Faso and Global Fund Launch New Grants to Accelerate Progress against HIV, 
TB and Malaria  
01 February 2018  
   OUAGADOUGOU – Burkina Faso and the Global Fund strengthened their partnership by 
launching four new grants that move toward ending epidemics of HIV, tuberculosis, malaria and 
strengthen health systems with a focus on community health systems and data quality. 
   The new investments will support efforts to scale up HIV programs to achieve the 90-90-90 
targets by enrolling more than 93,000 people on antiretroviral treatment by 2020, and expanding 
HIV services, including access to prevention and treatment for key populations. The new grants 
also aim to strengthen the country’s supply-chain management, improve TB case detection, and 
procure 12 million mosquito nets for the 2019 mass distribution campaign. 
   …The four grants, worth a total of EUR130 million for the 2018-2020 implementation period, 
bring the total amount of Global Fund grants allocated to Burkina Faso to EUR427 million. The 
grants will be managed by le Programme d’Appui au Développement Sanitaire, le Comité National 
de Lutte contre le Sida — and l’Initiative Privée pour la lutte contre le SIDA/IPC… 
 
News  
Tanzania and Global Fund Sign New Grants to Accelerate End of Epidemics  
30 January 2018  
   The Global Fund and health partners in Tanzania yesterday signed grant agreements to work 
toward ending the epidemics of HIV, tuberculosis and malaria.  
 
 
Hilton Prize Coalition [to 3 February 2018] 
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/ 
An Alliance of Hilton Prize Recipients 
No new digest content identified. 
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ICVA - International Council of Voluntary Agencies   [to 3 February 2018] 
https://icvanetwork.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
INEE – an international network for education in emergencies   [to 3 February 2018] 
http://www.ineesite.org/en/news 
Devex 2 February 2018 
Education financing, during emergencies, quality top discussions at GPE 
replenishment conference 
   More than 1,000 educators, human rights activists, senior development officials, ministers of 
education, and private sector representatives assembled in Dakar for the partnerships day of the 
Global Partnership for Education Financing Conference. Outside the meeting halls, discussions of 
this pivotal replenishment year formed the underlying buzz with questions around how close both 
developing countries and private donors will come to pledging the estimated $3.1 billion required 
in education financing over the next two years… 
 
 
InterAction  [to 3 February 2018] 
http://www.interaction.org/ 
Feb 2, 2018  
InterAction Announces Call for Entries for InterAction Forum 2018 Awards 
 
Jan 31, 2018  
InterAction Statement on the State of the Union Address 
 
 
Start Network [to 3 February 2018] 
http://www.start-network.org/news-blog/#.U9U_O7FR98E 
News Article    01 Feb 18  
ALIMA implements a response to an outbreak of Lassa fever in Southern Nigeria 
by  Amrina Rana  
   In January, the Start Fund was alerted to an outbreak of Lassa fever in Nigeria, 350 people 
were reported to have been infected. The Alliance for International Medical Action (ALIMA) has 
been awarded Start Funds to respond to the crisis on the ground and are targeting three areas 
which have been most affected; Ondo, Edo and Ebonyi. 
   ALIMA posted an update on its activities in Nigeria. Its project is estimated to reach 
approximately 29,720 people and will end on 1st March 2018. 
   The Nigerian Centre for Disease Control (NCDC) activated its Emergency Operations Centre 
following the increasing number of reported Lassa fever cases. The current number of suspected 
cases is more than double the average annual caseload recorded in previous years… 
 
:::::: 
 
Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action 
(ALNAP)     [to 3 February 2018] 
http://www.alnap.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
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CHS Alliance  [to 3 February 2018] 
http://chsalliance.org/news-events/news 
01/02/2018 
An introduction to Participation and Accountability in Oasis India 
 
   Ann Start from Star Development delivered a training to the staff of Oasis India on Participation 
and Accountability with the inclusion of the Core Humanitarian Standard (CHS). Learn how the 
staff of an organisation that focuses on anti-human trafficking can benefit from the CHS.  
 
29/01/2018 
Putting the CHS into practice - discussion at the Humanitarian Networking and 
Partnership Week 
   The panel discussion is conducted as part of the Humanitarian Networks and Partnership 
(HNPW) week. The Inter-Network Day on Wednesday 7 February is open to all humanitarian 
experts and offers a unique opportunity to work across existing Networks and Partnerships and to 
explore interesting initiatives that foster better collaboration.  
 
 
Development Initiatives   [to 3 February 2018] 
http://devinit.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
EHLRA/R2HC   [to 3 February 2018] 
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
The Sphere Project [to 3 February 2018] 
http://www.sphereproject.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP)  [to 3 February 2018] 
https://phap.org/ 
Latest News 
2018 Schedule Announced: Advanced Courses on Humanitarian Law and Policy  
2 February 2018  
   We are pleased to announce the upcoming series of events in PHAP’s Humanitarian Law and 
Policy professional development track for 2018, taking place in Amman, Bangkok, 
Cambridge (US), Brussels, Dubai, Geneva, and Nairobi. 
 
:::::: 
 
Center for Global Development    [to 3 February 2018] 
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center 
Publications 
No new digest content identified. 
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ODI   [to 3 February 2018] 
https://www.odi.org/media-hub/press-room 
Press Releases 
Theresa May visit to China: trade deals must not be at expense of humanitarian values 
– ODI expert available  
Press release | 30 January 2018 
   The UK Prime Minister Theresa May is making a three-day visit to China this week 
 
Governments must act now to improve the lives of informal workers – new ODI report  
Press release | 29 January 2018 
  Governments must act now to improve the lives of informal workers who risk being left behind, 
experts at the Overseas Development Institute have warned 
 
Selected Research/Publications 
The role of scientific evidence during the 2015 Nepal earthquake relief efforts  
Research reports and studies | February 2018 | Ajoy Datta, Shailendra Sigdel, Katie Oven, Nick 
Rosser, Alexander Densmore and Samin Rijal 
  This paper examines the role of scientific evidence in the disaster mangers' immediate response 
to the 2015 Nepal earthquake. 
 
Exploring the links between Chinese foreign policy and humanitarian action: multiple 
interests, processes and actors  
Working and discussion papers | January 2018 | Miwa Hirono 
   This paper analyses how China's foreign policy interests, processes and actors shapes its 
engagement in humanitarian action. 
 
Barriers to access social assistance and special social services in Kazakhstan  
Research reports and studies | January 2018 | Lucy Scott, Georgina Sturge, Babken Babajanian 
   Barriers to accessing social assistance and special social services in Kazakhstan 
 
The new global agenda and the future of the multilateral development bank system  
Research reports and studies | January 2018 | Amar Bhattacharya, Homi Kharas, Mark Plant, 
Annalisa Prizzon  
   This paper suggests ways to improve policy and operational coherence among multilateral 
development banks through better shareholder governance. 
 
Informal is the new normal: improving the lives of workers at risk of being left behind  
Working and discussion papers | January 2018 | Elizabeth Stuart, Emma Samman, Abigail Hunt 
   This working paper argues that informal is the new normal and sets out policy responses to 
ensure workers are not left behind. 
 
Communications monitoring, evaluation and learning toolkit  
Toolkits | January 2018 | Caroline Cassidy, Louise Ball 
   A toolkit to measure and learn from your communications work. 
 
 
Urban Institute   [to 3 February 2018] 
http://www.urban.org/about/media 
Publications 
Brief  
Disconnected from Higher Education  
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Victoria Rosenboom, Kristin Blagg 
February 2, 2018 
 
Research Report Aging  
A New Public-Private Partnership: Catastrophic Public and Front-End Private LTC 
Insurance  
Marc Cohen, Judith Feder, Melissa M. Favreault 
February 1, 2018 
 
Research Report Aging  
Delayed Retirement and the Growth in Income Inequality at Older Ages  
Richard W. Johnson 
February 1, 2018 
 
Journal Article Income and Wealth  
Homeownership and the American Dream  
Laurie Goodman, Christopher Mayer 
January 31, 2018 
 
Research Report Health and Health Policy  
Why Does Medicare Advantage Work Better Than Marketplaces?  
John Holahan, Laura Skopec, Erik Wengle, Linda J. Blumberg 
January 30, 2018 
 
Research Report Job Market and Labor Force  
Findings from the Accelerating Opportunity Evaluation  
Lauren Eyster, Theresa Anderson, Robert I. Lerman, Daniel Kuehn, Burt S. Barnow, Maureen 
Conway, Ranita Jain, Marcela Montes 
January 30, 2018 
 
Research Report Children  
Planning a Next-Generation Evaluation Agenda for the John H. Chafee Foster Care 
Independence Program  
Mark Courtney, Mike Pergamit, Marla McDaniel, Erin McDonald, Lindsay Giesen, Nathanael 
Okpych, Andrew Zinn 
January 30, 2018 
 
Brief Education and Training  
Building Workforce Success  
Lauren Eyster 
January 30, 2018 
 
Brief Taxes and Budget  
Navigating the New Pass-Through Provisions: A Technical Explanation  
William G. Gale, Aaron Krupkin 
 
 
World Economic Forum    [to 3 February 2018] 
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
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:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will primarily monitor press/media releases announcing key initiatives and new research from 
a growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, humanitarian 
response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended to be exhaustive, 
but indicative.  
 
 

Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 3 February 2018] 
https://www.alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 3 February 2018] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Annie E. Casey Foundation   [to 3 February 2018] 
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Blue Meridian Partners [to 3 February 2018] 
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/ 
Blue Meridian Partners is a new capital aggregation collaboration that plans to invest at least $1 
billion in high-performance nonprofits that are poised to have truly national impact for 
economically disadvantaged children and youth.  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clinton Foundation  [to 3 February 2018] 
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements 
Press Release  February 2, 2018  
CLINTON FOUNDATION COMPLETES FIRST FIVE-YEAR COMMUNITY HEALTH 
TRANSFORMATION EFFORT IN COACHELLA VALLEY 
Work in Coachella Valley with a wide range of partners has improved health and wellness since 
2012; will continue through sustained Foundation efforts  
 
Press Release  February 1, 2018  
Clinton Foundation to Launch Action Network on Post-Disaster Recovery in the 
Caribbean 
   Following this week’s planning meeting, President Clinton will officially launch the Action 
Network on April 3 at the University of Miami, bringing together leaders from government, 
business, and civil society  
 
Press Release   January 30, 2018  
2018 Class of Presidential Leadership Scholars Announced 
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Fourth annual class comprised of 59 Scholars including veterans, educators, doctors, public 
servants, and corporate professionals; program begins on February 6 in Washington, D.C. 
 
 
Co Impact   [to 3 February 2018] 
www.co-impact.io 
Co-Impact is a global philanthropic collaborative for systems change focused on improving the 
lives of millions of people around the world. 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Ford Foundation  [to 3 February 2018] 
http://www.fordfoundation.org/?filter=News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 3 February 2018] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/ 
GHIT was set up in 2012 with the aim of developing new tools to tackle infectious diseases that 
devastate the world’s poorest people. Other funders include six Japanese pharmaceutical •   
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

Grameen Foundation    [to 3 February 2018] 
http://www.grameenfoundation.org/news-events/press-room 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  [to 3 February 2018] 
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/ 
February 2, 2018   By Eli Sugarman  
Building a more capable cyber policy field   
   The main goal of our Cyber Initiative is to build a more capable cyber policy field that works 
with the private sector, as well as government, to solve pressing challenges. As we reached the 
midpoint of our initial five-year funding commitment, we thought it was time to look at how we’re 
doing.  
 
January 26, 2018  
10 years of OER: What funders can learn from a historical moment   
   Cathy Casserly was an Education program officer and director of the OER Initiative at the 
Hewlett Foundation from 2001 to 2009. It was during this time that Hewlett, along with several 
other foundations, began to fund the nascent field of open educational resources (OER) — openly 
accessible, editable, downloadable curriculum resources for learners… 
 
 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  [to 3 February 2018] 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
Our News February 1, 2018  
Making the Global, Local: How the Sustainable Development Goals Can Be 
Implemented in the United States 
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Report: Sustainable Development Goals in the United States – Opportunities for 2017 
and Beyond 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  
November 2017 :: 7 pages 
Report PDF: https://hilton-
production.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/289/attachments/SDGs_in_the_US_v04.pdf?15112077
60 
   During a one-day meeting in Los Angeles on January 9, 2017, a group of non-profit and 
philanthropic organizations convened at the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation to discuss how best to 
accelerate action on domestic application of the United Nation’s Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) in the United States. Attendees included representatives of philanthropy, national non-
profits, academic institutions, and think tanks, all of whom are already working on domestic 
implementation of the SDGs within the US. 
   Throughout the conversation, a number of key themes emerged as attendees discussed how 
best to collaborate in order to increase awareness of and engagement around the SDGs by a 
variety of sectors. This summary highlights key themes discussed by the group, as well as 
suggested next steps and a list of meeting attendees.  
   Although the conversation was realistic with a strong sense of urgency, it was not entirely 
negative, especially given the critical role of civil society, including philanthropy, in leading work 
around the SDGs in both the short, medium, and long term. The discussion also highlighted how 
results of the 2016 presidential election make a strong case for an ambitious framework like the 
SDGs to bridge divides, address the concerns of groups that feel “unheard” and ignored within 
growing American inequality, and inspire a collective movement to perhaps “make America great 
again.”  
   Within the current context of American politics and given current national and local challenges, 
the SDGs provide a non-partisan framework for moving the country towards ambitious targets 
that aim to leave no one behind by 2030. Alongside a strategy for national implementation, the 
discussion often returned to the critical role and opportunity for cities and potentially states to 
lead on the SDGs, especially during the next four years. Overall, it’s clear that a strategy is 
needed to engage at multiple levels and with myriad partners – including cities, states, and when 
possible, federal agencies and national political leaders. 
 
 
IKEA Foundation    [to 3 February 2018] 
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/category/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 3 February 2018] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
Kaiser Family Foundation     [to 3 February 2018] 
http://www.kff.org/search/?post_type=press-release  
January 29, 2018 News Release  
U.S. Global Health Policy One Year In to the Trump Administration 
   A new Kaiser Family Foundation issue brief assessing global health policy one year after 
President Trump took office finds half of Americans (54%) say they want the U.S. to play a major 
or leading role in improving health for people in developing countries, though support for such 
engagement is strongest among Democrats (73%)… 
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29, 2018 News Release  
More Than One-Third of People with Traditional Medicare Spent at Least 20 Percent of 
Their Total Income on Health Care in 2013  
   Health care costs are a substantial and growing burden for many people on Medicare and are 
projected to consume a larger share of total income over time, according to a new analysis from 
the Kaiser Family Foundation. The study, Medicare Beneficiaries’ Out-of-Pocket Health Care 
Spending as a Share of Income… 
 
 
Aga Khan Foundation   [to 3 February 2018] 
http://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation 
February 02, 2018  
‘Knowledge can speed up process of development’ 
Syeda Sheherbano Kazim 
   ISLAMABAD: The Aga Khan Rural Support Programme (AKRSP) celebrated 35 years of 
interventions to enhance the capacity of local communities in Gilgit-Baltistan and Chitral with a 
panel discussion and an expo at Serena Hotel on Thursday. The day-long expo included crafts and 
produce from the northern areas. 
   AKRSP was established in 1982 by the Aga Khan Foundation with a mandate to improve the 
quality of life for local communities through social and economic development efforts, AKRSP 
Chairman Aziz Boolani told participants of the event… 
 
 
Kellogg Foundation  [to 3 February 2018] 
http://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media#pp=10&p=1&f1=news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
MacArthur Foundation  [to 3 February 2018] 
http://www.macfound.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation [to 3 February 2018] 
https://www.moore.org/ 
January 30, 2018  
How supply chain initiatives can help conserve our forests  
   Achieving zero-deforestation in food supply chains is a tall order. But that hasn’t stopped 
corporations and their nonprofit and public-sector partners from striving to achieve this goal. 
Because commercial agriculture is responsible for half of all global forest loss, the foundation has 
recognized the need for more research on the effectiveness of supply chain interventions in 
reducing deforestation, particularly for beef and soy in South America, and also as a strategy for 
conservation and sustainable development globally. Within our Forests and Agricultural Markets 
Initiative, our grantees have been studying the efficacy of these interventions while working to set 
improved sourcing standards, establish verifiable traceability systems and encourage the adoption 
of better production practices for soy and beef. Ultimately, we believe this work will help 
safeguard Earth’s forests… 
 
 
Open Society Foundation  [to 3 February 2018] 
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/issues/media-information 
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No new digest content identified. 
 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation  [to 3 February 2018] 
http://www.packard.org/news/ 
February 2, 2018 
Indonesian Peat Prize Winner Announced: New mapping method will protect carbon-
rich peatlands 
   Today, on World Wetlands Day, Indonesia’s Geospatial Information Agency (BIG) announced 
the International Peat Mapping Team, which is comprised of scientists from Remote Sensing 
Solutions GmbH (RSS), the Agency for the Assessment and Application of Technology (BPPT) and 
Sriwijaya University, as the winner of the USD $1 million Indonesian Peat Prize. 
   The two-year contest to find the best methodology to measure the extent and depth of peat in 
Indonesia drew 44 teams and attracted some of the biggest names in peat research and mapping. 
The Prize’s Scientific Advisory Board (SAB) selected the International Peat Mapping Team as 
having the most accurate, timely, and cost-effective methodology for mapping peatlands using 
satellite-based technologies and airborne LiDAR, combined with established on-the-ground 
measurements. The Indonesian government will use this new method to protect and cultivate 
peatland areas, accelerate peatland restoration, and support Indonesia’s development goals. 
   “BIG will lead the process of using the winning method as a reference to improve the current 
standard for mapping peatland in a scale of 1:50,000…By standardizing the method, we can have 
accurate peatland data and information, which will protect our peatland in an effective and 
efficient way,” said Prof. Dr. Hasanuddin Z. Abidin, Head of BIG… 
 
 
Pew Charitable Trusts  [to 3 February 2018] 
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room/press-releases 
Analysis  
New Toolkit Bolsters End-of-Life Resources  
February 02, 2018  
 
Analysis  
New Way to Target Lung Tumors Unveiled Through Creative Research  
   A protein’s role in helping such cancers respond to their environment may be a key to 
innovative therapies  
February 02, 2018  
 
Compass Points Post  
Nationwide Poll Supports Rebuilding Standards  
February 01, 2018  
 
Compass Points Post  
Park Maintenance Needs Take Center Stage  
January 30, 2018  
 
Speeches & Testimony  
Pew Testifies to Congress on Implementation of the Federal Compounding Law  
January 30, 2018  
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 3 February 2018] 
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https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/about-us/news-media/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  [to 3 February 2018] 
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom/news-releases.html 
January 29,  
Comments from Richard Besser, MD, on USDA’s Proposed Changes to the National 
School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs 
   Comments submitted by Richard Besser, MD, RWJF President and CEO, in response to the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) “Child Nutrition Programs: Flexibilities for Milk, Whole Grains, 
and Sodium Requirements” interim final rule. 
 
How SNAP Benefits Seniors—and Health Care's Bottom Line 
February 1, 2018 Blog Post Ginger Zielinskie  
   Research shows that seniors who participate in the SNAP program are much less likely to be 
admitted to nursing homes and hospitals. 
 
School Climate and Social and Emotional Learning 
January 31, 2018 Brief  
   Aligning school climate and social and emotional learning, two previously separate concepts, 
can be integrated in future research to create healthier schools. 
 
Why Does Medicare Advantage Work Better Than Marketplaces? 
January 30, 2018 Brief  
   Urban Institute researchers find that Medicare Advantage markets are substantially more 
robust, with higher private insurer participation and lower average premium growth, than 
traditional marketplaces. 
 
 
Science Philanthropy Alliance   [to 3 February 2018] 
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/ 
“…a group of organizations working together to increase philanthropic support for basic scientific 
research on a global basis…” 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SDG Philanthropy Platform 
http://sdgfunders.org/ 
SDG Philanthropy Platform is a collaboration between philanthropy and the greater international 
development community led by Foundation Center, United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) and Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, and supported by the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, 
Ford Foundation and the MasterCard Foundation, the Brach Family Foundation, and other key 
organizations such as Asociación de Fundaciones Empresariales (AFE) in Colombia, Brach Family 
Charitable Foundation, CAF America, Council on Foundations, East Africa Association of 
Grantmakers (EAAG), European Foundation Centre, Filantropi Indonesia (FI), GlobalGiving, The 
Humanitarian Forum, World Congress of Muslim Philanthropists, and Worldwide Initiatives for 
Grantmaker Support (WINGS). 
No new digest content identified. 
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Alfred P. Sloan Foundation 
https://sloan.org/about/press 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 3 February 2018] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
News / Published: 2 February 2018  
Wellcome is now in official relations with the World Health Organization 
   Wellcome has been admitted as a non-state actor in official relations with the World Health 
Organization (WHO) by the WHO's Executive Board. 
 
News / Published: 30 January 2018  
Global intelligence on superbugs vital to stop antibiotic resistance 
   Wellcome is bringing together a new, international expert group, SEDRIC (Surveillance and 
Epidemiology of Drug-Resistant Infections Consortium). Professor Sharon Peacock, the group’s 
Chair, explains why it’s necessary and what it aims to do. 

 
 
*                       *                       *                        * 
 
 

:: Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in 
human rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be 
exhaustive. We will add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon 
recommendation from readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content but 
note that successful access to some of the articles and other content may require subscription or 
other access arrangement unique to the publisher. Please suggest additional journals you feel 
warrant coverage. 
 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
February 2018 Volume 46, Issue 2, p123-244  
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
February 2018 Volume 54, Issue 2, p157-324  
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
February 2018   108(2) 
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
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Volume 98, Issue 1, 2018  
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/14761645/98/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
16 January 2018 Vol: 168, Issue 2  
http://annals.org/aim/issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed 3 February 2018) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Global Health 
December 2017; volume 2, issue 4 
http://gh.bmj.com/content/2/4?current-issue=y 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 3 February 2018) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 3 February 2018) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Medical Ethics  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 
(Accessed 3 February 2018)  
Debate 
27 January 2018  
Fake facts and alternative truths in medical research  
Authors: Bjørn Hofmann 
Background 
   Fake news and alternative facts have become commonplace in these so-called “post-factual 
times.” What about medical research - are scientific facts fake as well? Many recent disclosures 
have fueled the claim that scientific facts are suspect and that science is in crisis. Scientists 
appear to engage in facting interests instead of revealing interesting facts. This can be observed 
in terms of what has been called polarised research, where some researchers continuously publish 
positive results while others publish negative results on the same issue – even when based on the 
same data. In order to identify and address this challenge, the objective of this study is to 

http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/14761645/98/1
http://annals.org/aim/issue
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/
http://gh.bmj.com/content/2/4?current-issue=y
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content
https://bmcmedethics.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12910-018-0243-z


   

 

investigate how polarised research produce “polarised facts.” Mammography screening for breast 
cancer is applied as an example 
 
 
BMC Medicine 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content 
(Accessed 3 February 2018)  
Research article 
Near-death experiences, attacks by family members, and absence of health care in 
their home countries affect the quality of life of refugee women in Germany: a multi-
region, cross-sectional, gender-sensitive study  
Authors: Jenny Jesuthasan, Ekin Sönmez, Ingar Abels, Christine Kurmeyer, Jana Gutermann, 
Renate Kimbel, Antje Krüger, Guenter Niklewski, Kneginja Richter, Ulrich Stangier, Anja Wollny, 
Ulrike Zier, Sabine Oertelt-Prigione and Meryam Shouler-Ocak 
Citation: BMC Medicine 2018 16:15  
Published on: 1 February 2018 
Abstract 
Background 
The year 2016 has marked the highest number of displaced people worldwide on record. A large 
number of these refugees are women, yet little is known about their specific situation and the 
hurdles they have to face during their journey. Herein, we investigated whether sociodemographic 
characteristics and traumatic experiences in the home country and during the flight affected the 
quality of life of refugee women arriving in Germany in 2015–2016. 
Methods 
Six hundred sixty-three women from six countries (Afghanistan, Syria, Iran, Iraq, Somalia, and 
Eritrea) living in shared reception facilities in five distinct German regions were interviewed by 
native speakers using a structured questionnaire. Sociodemographic data and information about 
reasons for fleeing, traumatic experiences, symptoms, quality of life, and expectations towards 
their future were elicited. All information was stored in a central database in Berlin. Descriptive 
analyses, correlations, and multivariate analyses were performed. 
Results 
The most frequent reasons cited for fleeing were war, terror, and threat to one’s life or the life of 
a family member. Eighty-seven percent of women resorted to smugglers to make the journey to 
Europe, and this significantly correlated to residence in a war zone (odds ratio (OR)=2.5, 95% 
confidence interval (CI)=1.4–4.6, p = 0.003) and homelessness prior to fleeing (OR=2.1, 95% 
CI=1–4.3, p=0.04). Overall the described quality of life by the women was moderate (overall 
mean = 3.23, range of 1–5) and slightly worse than that of European populations (overall 
mean=3.68, p<0.0001). The main reasons correlating with lower quality of life were older age, 
having had a near-death experience, having been attacked by a family member, and absence of 
health care in case of illness. 
Conclusions 
Refugee women experience multiple traumatic experiences before and/or during their journey, 
some of which are gender-specific. These experiences affect the quality of life in their current 
country of residence and might impact their integration. We encourage the early investigation of 
these traumatic experiences to rapidly identify women at higher risk and to improve health care 
for somatic and mental illness. 
 
Debate 
Rethinking Disability  
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Disability as a health outcome deserves more attention than it has so far received. With people 
living longer and the epidemiological transition from infectious to noncommunicable diseases as 
the major cause o...  
Authors: Alarcos Cieza, Carla Sabariego, Jerome Bickenbach and Somnath Chatterji 
Citation: BMC Medicine 2018 16:14  
Published on: 26 January 2018 
 
 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content 
(Accessed 3 February 2018) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Public Health 
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles 
(Accessed 3 February 2018) 
Research article 
Interventions to reduce post-acute consequences of diarrheal disease in children: a 
systematic review  
Although acute diarrhea often leads to acute dehydration and electrolyte imbalance, children with 
diarrhea also suffer long term morbidity, including recurrent or prolonged diarrhea, loss of weight, 
and linear...  
Authors: Patricia B. Pavlinac, Rebecca L. Brander, Hannah E. Atlas, Grace C. John-Stewart, Donna 
M. Denno and Judd L. Walson 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2018 18:208  
Published on: 1 February 2018 
 
 
BMC Research Notes  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content 
(Accessed 3 February 2018) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Open 
February 2018 - Volume 8 - 2 
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/current 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Bulletin of the World Health Organization  
Volume 96, Number 2, February 2018, 77-144 
http://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/96/2/en/ 
RESEARCH 
Implementation research: reactive mass vaccination with single-dose oral cholera 
vaccine, Zambia 
Marc Poncin, Gideon Zulu, Caroline Voute, Eva Ferreras, Clara Mbwili Muleya, Kennedy Malama, 
Lorenzo Pezzoli, Jacob Mufunda, Hugues Robert, Florent Uzzeni, Francisco J Luquero, Elizabeth 
Chizema & Iza Ciglenecki 
http://dx.doi.org/10.2471/BLT.16.189241  
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Abstract 
Objective 
To describe the implementation and feasibility of an innovative mass vaccination strategy – based 
on single-dose oral cholera vaccine – to curb a cholera epidemic in a large urban setting. 
Method 
In April 2016, in the early stages of a cholera outbreak in Lusaka, Zambia, the health ministry 
collaborated with Médecins Sans Frontières and the World Health Organization in organizing a 
mass vaccination campaign, based on single-dose oral cholera vaccine. Over a period of 17 days, 
partners mobilized 1700 health ministry staff and community volunteers for community 
sensitization, social mobilization and vaccination activities in 10 townships. On each day, doses of 
vaccine were delivered to vaccination sites and administrative coverage was estimated. 
Findings 
Overall, vaccination teams administered 424 100 doses of vaccine to an estimated target 
population of 578 043, resulting in an estimated administrative coverage of 73.4%. After the 
campaign, few cholera cases were reported and there was no evidence of the disease spreading 
within the vaccinated areas. The total cost of the campaign – 2.31 United States dollars (US$) per 
dose – included the relatively low cost of local delivery – US$ 0.41 per dose. 
Conclusion 
We found that an early and large-scale targeted reactive campaign using a single-dose oral 
vaccine, organized in response to a cholera epidemic within a large city, to be feasible and 
appeared effective. While cholera vaccines remain in short supply, the maximization of the 
number of vaccines in response to a cholera epidemic, by the use of just one dose per member of 
an at-risk community, should be considered. 
 
SYSTEMATIC REVIEWS 
Lessons learnt from implementation of the International Health Regulations: a 
systematic review  
— Amitabh B Suthar, Lisa G Allen, Sara Cifuentes, Christopher Dye & Jason M Nagata 
http://dx.doi.org/10.2471/BLT.16.189100  
Abstract 
Objective 
To respond to the World Health Assembly call for dissemination of lessons learnt from countries 
that have begun implementing the International Health Regulations, 2005 revision; IHR (2005). 
Methods 
In November 2015, we conducted a systematic search of the following online databases and 
sources: PubMed®, Embase®, Global Health, Scopus, World Health Organization (WHO) Global 
Index Medicus, WHO Bulletin on IHR Implementation and the International Society for Disease 
Surveillance. We included identified studies and reports summarizing national experience in 
implementing any of the IHR (2005) core capacities or their components. We excluded studies 
that were theoretical or referred to IHR (1969). Qualitative systematic review methodology, 
including meta-ethnography, was used for qualitative synthesis. 
Findings 
We analysed 51 articles from 77 countries representing all WHO Regions. The meta-syntheses 
identified a total of 44 lessons learnt across the eight core capacities of IHR (2005). Major themes 
included the need to mobilize and sustain political commitment; to adapt global requirements 
based on local sociocultural, epidemiological, health system and economic contexts; and to 
conduct baseline and follow-up assessments to monitor the status of IHR (2005) implementation. 
Conclusion 
Although experiences of IHR (2005) implementation covered a wide global range, more 
documentation from Africa and Eastern Europe is needed. We did not find specific areas of 
weakness in monitoring IHR (2005); sustained monitoring of all core capacities is required to 
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ensure effective systems. These lessons learnt could be adapted by countries in the process of 
meeting IHR (2005) requirements. 
 
POLICY & PRACTICE 
Pandemic risk: how large are the expected losses? 
— Victoria Y Fan, Dean T Jamison & Lawrence H Summers 
http://dx.doi.org/10.2471/BLT.17.199588 
Abstract 
There is an unmet need for greater investment in preparedness against major epidemics and 
pandemics. The arguments in favour of such investment have been largely based on estimates of 
the losses in national incomes that might occur as the result of a major epidemic or pandemic. 
Recently, we extended the estimate to include the valuation of the lives lost as a result of 
pandemic-related increases in mortality. This produced markedly higher estimates of the full value 
of loss that might occur as the result of a future pandemic. We parametrized an exceedance 
probability function for a global influenza pandemic and estimated that the expected number of 
influenza-pandemic-related deaths is about 720,000 per year. We calculated that the expected 
annual losses from pandemic risk to be about 500 billion United States dollars – or 0.6% of global 
income – per year. This estimate falls within – but towards the lower end of – the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change’s estimates of the value of the losses from global 
warming, which range from 0.2% to 2% of global income. The estimated percentage of annual 
national income represented by the expected value of losses varied by country income grouping: 
from a little over 0.3% in high-income countries to 1.6% in lower-middle-income countries. Most 
of the losses from influenza pandemics come from rare, severe events. 
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31 January 2018  
Evaluating the communities care program: best practice for rigorous research to 
evaluate gender based violence prevention and response programs in humanitarian 
settings  
Authors: N. Glass, N. Perrin, A. Clough, A. Desgroppes, F. N. Kaburu, J. Melton, A. Rink, S. Read-
Hamilton and M. Marsh 
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Gender-based violence (GBV) is a significant issue for women and girls in humanitarian settings. 
Innovative primary prevention programs are being developed and implemented with existing 
response programs to change harmful social norms that sustain GBV in humanitarian settings. 
Social norms are expectations of how women, men, girls and boys should behave, who should 
have power and control over behavior, and how families and communities value women and girls 
and support their rights and opportunities. 
Methods 
The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) led Communities Care program is a primary 
prevention and response program designed from the understanding that within the context of 
conflict and displacement, there is an opportunity for positive change in social norms that support 
gender equity, and decrease GBV. The goal is to support communities in humanitarian settings to 
create healthy, safe and peaceful environments with quality response services for women and 
girls by transforming harmful social norms that uphold violence into norms that promote dignity, 
equity, and non-violence. 
Conclusion 
This manuscript will highlight the use of best practices in GBV research to rigorously evaluate the 
Communities Care program in two diverse in humanitarian settings, Somalia and South Sudan. 
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The Community-Led Total Sanitation (CLTS) programme aims to end open defecation through 
facilitating activities that evoke a sense of shame, shock and disgust. The programme's initial 
success and low-cost design has seen it become hegemonic in donor-supported rural sanitation. 
However, the theoretical basis of the use of shame has not been critically evaluated. Supporters 
claim that shame helps form and maintain social relationships, yet contemporary psychosocial 
literature highlights that it is a volatile and often harmful emotion, particularly in conditions of 
poverty. Using a case study of Cambodia, which rejected the coercive elements of shame in CLTS, 
we explore the problems of shame and limits of local ownership of development. 
 
Children's work and children's well-being: Implications for policy (pages 241–261) 
Dena Aufseeser, Michael Bourdillon, Richard Carothers and Olivia Lecoufle 
Version of Record online: 12 DEC 2017 | DOI: 10.1111/dpr.12215 
Abstract 
This article argues for holistic consideration of children's work. Dominant discourse on “child 
labour” attends only to dangers of children's work, leading to policies that damage some children's 
chances for development. Far from being universally negative in children's lives, appropriate work 
contributes to their well-being and development, and to transitions to adulthood. Children's work 
can convey benefits for sustenance and quality of life, provide learning to complement and 
support school, offer psycho-social benefits, particularly in building self-esteem, and help develop 
social relations and responsibility. These benefits are especially critical for marginalized children. 
Common policies of abolishing child labour based on age of employment rather than potential 
harm deny such benefits to younger children. 
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   The 70th edition of Humanitarian Exchange, co-edited with Joe Read, focuses on the 
humanitarian crisis in Nigeria and the Lake Chad Basin. The violence perpetrated by Boko Haram 
and the counter-insurgency campaign in Nigeria, Cameroon, Chad and Niger has created a 
humanitarian crisis affecting some 17 million people. Some 2.4 million have been displaced, the 
vast majority of them in north-eastern Nigeria. Many are living in desperate conditions, without 
access to sufficient food or clean water. The Nigerian government’s focus on defeating Boko 
Haram militarily, its reluctance to acknowledge the scale and gravity of the humanitarian crisis 
and the corresponding reticence of humanitarian leaders to challenge that position have combined 
to undermine the timeliness and effectiveness of the response. 
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Original articles 
A method for the registration of spectral images of paintings and its evaluation 
 Pages 10-18 
Athanasios Zacharopoulos, Kostas Hatzigiannakis, Polykarpos Karamaoynas, Vassilis M. Papadakis, 
... Xenophon Zabulis 
Abstract 
This work concerns the automatic registration of spectral images of paintings upon planar, or 
approximately planar, surfaces. An approach that capitalizes upon this planarity is proposed, 
which estimates homography transforms that register the spectral images into an aligned spectral 
cube. Homography estimation methods are comparatively evaluated for this purpose. A non-
linear, robust estimation method that is based on keypoint features is adopted, as the most 
accurate. A marker-based, quantitative evaluation method is proposed for the measurement of 
multispectral image registration accuracy and, in turn, utilized for the comparison of the proposed 
registration method to the state of the art. For the same purpose, characteristic for this 
application domain, benchmark datasets that are annotated with correctly corresponding points 
have been compiled and are publicly availed. 
 
Preserving cultural heritage: A new approach to increase the life expectancy of optical 
discs 
Original research article 
Pages 67-74 
Goffredo Haus, Ciro Polizzi, Andrea Visconti 
Abstract 
The past two decades have witnessed an exponential growth in the use of digital supports for 
data archiving. However, the expected lifetime of these supports is inadequate with respect to the 
actual needs of heritage institutions. In this paper, we address the problem of alleviating the 
effects of aging on optical discs. To solve this problem, we (a) experimentally recognize safe and 
critical areas of optical discs and (b) adopt an Adaptive Reed–Solomon (A-RS) code to increase 
their lifetime expectancy. More precisely, we reduce the error correction capability of the code in 
safe areas and increase it in critical areas. Interestingly, the approach adopted does not reduce 
the capacity of the discs but simply redistributes the error correction capability of the code itself. 
This adaptive approach helps to counteract the physical and chemical degradation of optical discs, 
thus increasing their lifetime expectancy. 
 
3D survey and modelling of shipwrecks in different underwater environments 
Original research article 
Pages 82-88 
Carlo Beltrame, Elisa Costa 
Abstract 
Experiments carried out by a combined team of the Ca’ Foscari and IUAV Universities of Venice, 
on ancient shipwrecks with different characteristics in different environments (shallow water 
cargoes of marble stones and a deep water mound of amphoras), confirm the potential of three-
dimensional surveys in documenting underwater archaeological sites. Multi-image 
photogrammetry is the principal and innovative technique used, but we have confirmed the 
necessity of accompanying this new system with a precise topographical net. This last aspect is 
particularly evident when it is necessary to solve the problem of the documentation of a multi-
strata mound of amphoras, anchoring 3D models of each stratum as it is removed. 
Photogrammetric models must be processed with 3D software modelling to interpret the textured 
meshes and to construct polygonal models, selecting the important aspects of the objects, and 
eliminating the ‘noise’ of the point cloud. The 3D model can easily be used to reconstruct the 
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original arrangement of the cargo, on which it is then possible to make various calculations and 
considerations of nautical engineering. 
 
Review 
Review of preventive conservation in museum buildings 
Review article 
Pages 180-193 
Elena Lucchi 
Abstract 
The paper presents a critical review of preventive conservation in museum buildings. It 
summarizes theories and approaches spanning from fifty years (1965–2016) in Europe, Canada, 
and US. From a wide range of bibliography (110 publications composed by books, guidelines, 
researches, and other documents), the study wants to identify recurring topics in different 
historical periods, geographical countries, and cultural approaches. Main fields of action of 
preventive conservation regard: damage preservation and environmental management; 
architecture and exhibit design; environmental and energy simulations; monitoring, recording and 
controlling of the environmental agents; management and training. Particularly, the consciousness 
of the importance of the environmental impact on museum buildings, introduced a broad debate 
on the definition of the standards for minimizing and assessing heritage risks, considering single 
factors (light, temperature, relative humidity, and indoor air pollution) and their cumulative 
effects. The attention on energy efficiency started from the last decade, focusing mainly on 
energy audit, modelling, and retrofit of historic buildings. Generally, these works are not specific 
for museums but, anyway, criteria, methodologies, monitoring procedures, simulation models, and 
technical solutions are suitable also for museum buildings. The design has central role both for 
passive and active indoor control. Besides, everyday management, regular maintenance, and 
training are considered key actions for promoting safeguard, users’ comfort and energy efficiency. 
The research aims to serve as a reference for technicians and conservators to amplify and to 
ordinate their knowledge in the field of preventive conservation in museum buildings. 
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Current Controversy 
Prolonged immigration detention, complicity and boycotts 
Melanie Jansen1,2, Alanna Sue Tin1, David Isaacs3,4 
Abstract 
Australia’s punitive policy towards people seeking asylum deliberately causes severe psychological 
harm and meets recognised definitions of torture. Consequently, there is a tension between 
doctors’ obligation not to be complicit in torture and doctors’ obligation to provide best possible 
care to their patients, including those seeking asylum. In this paper, we explore the nature of 
complicity and discuss the arguments for and against a proposed call for doctors to boycott 
working in immigration detention. We conclude that a degree of complicity is unavoidable when 
working in immigration detention, but that it may be ethically justifiable. We identify ways to 
minimise the harms associated with complicity and argue that it is ethical to continue working in 
immigration detention as long as due care and attention is paid to minimising the harms of 
complicity. 
 
Research ethics 
Paper: Informed consent in cluster randomised trials: new and common ethical 
challenges (30 January, 2018)  
Sapfo Lignou 
Abstract 
Cluster randomised trials are an increasingly important methodological tool in health research but 
they present challenges to the informed consent requirement. In the relatively limited literature 
on the ethics of cluster research there is not much clarity about the reasons for which seeking 
informed consent in cluster randomised trials may be morally challenging. In this paper, I 
distinguish between the cases where informed consent in cluster trials may be problematic due to 
the distinct features of ‘population-based’ interventions, which have not been adequately 
discussed in the research ethics literature, and the cases where informed consent may be 
problematic for reasons that investigators also encounter in other research designs. I claim that 
informed consent requirements in cluster trials should be adjusted to the level of risk involved, 
arguing for a more comprehensive notion of research risk than that currently found in the 
research ethics guidelines, and the amount of freedom to be sacrificed in relation to a particular 
research aim. I conclude that these two factors are the most important to consider when 
assessing whether a cluster study should proceed when informed consent is infeasible or difficult 
to obtain. 
 
 
Journal of Medical Internet Research 
Viewpoint 
The Significance of Witness Sensors for Mass Casualty Incidents and Epidemic 
Outbreaks 
Chih-Long Pan, Chih-Hao Lin, Yan-Ren Lin, Hsin-Yu Wen, Jet-Chau Wen  
J Med Internet Res 2018 (Feb 02); 20(2):e39  
ABSTRACT 
Due to the increasing number of natural and man-made disasters, mass casualty incidents occur 
more often than ever before. As a result, health care providers need to adapt in order to cope 
with the overwhelming patient surge. To ensure quality and safety in health care, accurate 
information in pandemic disease control, death reduction, and health quality promotion should be 
highlighted. However, obtaining precise information in real time is an enormous challenge to all 
researchers of the field. In this paper, innovative strategies are presented to develop a sound 
information network using the concept of “witness sensors.” To overcome the reliability and 
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quality limitations of information obtained through social media, researchers must focus on 
developing solutions that secure the authenticity of social media messages, especially for matters 
related to health. To address this challenge, we introduce a novel concept based on the two 
elements of “witness” and “sensor.” Witness sensors can be key players designated to minimize 
limitations to quality of information and to distinguish fact from fiction during critical events. In 
order to enhance health communication practices and deliver valid information to end users, the 
education and management of witness sensors should be further investigated, especially for 
implementation during mass casualty incidents and epidemic outbreaks. 
 
 
Journal of Operations Management 
Volumes 53–56   Pages 1–70 (November 2017) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/journal-of-operations-management/vol/53/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Health Disparities and Inequities: Part II 
Original Research 
Challenges of Refugee Health Care: Perspectives of Medical Interpreters, Case 
Managers, and Pharmacists 
Fabiana Kotovicz, Anne Getzin, and Thy Vo 
Abstract 
Purpose: Our objective was to identify perceived challenges in the provision of health care for 
refugees from the perspective of medical interpreters, case managers, and pharmacists working 
with refugee patients in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 
Methods: Two 60-minute focus groups were performed exploring challenges in refugee health 
care using a literature-based semi-structured protocol. Focus groups were transcribed and de-
identified prior to independent analysis by two of the investigators. Using a memoing-process 
qualitative approach, major concepts, cross-cutting themes, and subthemes were established and 
ultimately developed a narrative. The project protocol was approved as not human subject 
research by the local institutional review board. 
Results: Four overarching themes regarding health care for refugee patients were identified: 1) 
difficulty balancing the dynamic of autonomy versus support for refugees; 2) educational needs of 
refugee families outpacing available resources; 3) challenges for refugees developing trust; and 4) 
diversity of cultures, education levels, and experiences among refugee families. Language barriers 
in accessing health care services and insufficient time to meet educational needs of refugees were 
major challenges outside of the clinic visit setting. Poor health literacy and difficulties 
communicating health needs and building trust within the interactive triad of refugee, physician, 
and interpreter impacted clinic visits. 
Conclusions: Refugee patients and other participants in refugee care work to navigate a 
complicated path to equitable health care for a vulnerable population. Continued pursuit of 
strategies that increase time allocation, education, and support for all parties are needed as we 
seek to improve health outcomes for newly arrived refugee families. 
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Editorial 
1 February 2018  
Health care for all: effective, community supported, healthcare with innovative use of 
telemedicine technology  
Authors: Tariq Kazim Shah, Tasneem Tariq, Roger Phillips, Steve Davison, Adam Hoare, Syed 
Shahzad Hasan and Zaheer-Ud-Din Baba 
Abstract 
Almost half of the world’s total population reside in rural and remote areas and a large number of 
these people remain deprived of most basic facilities like healthcare and education. It is deemed 
impossible for government with scarce resources in developing countries to open and run a health 
facility in every remote community using conventional means. One increasingly popular 
unconventional mean is the use of existing technology to improve exchange of medical 
information for the purpose of improving health of underprivileged communities. Telemedicine 
implies the use of information and communication technology to provide health care remotely 
from a distance. With the induction of telemedicine, patients who live in rural and remote areas 
can have increased access to medical services. In many developing countries, use of telemedicine 
however has been limited mainly to teleconferencing between primary and secondary/tertiary care 
facilities for diagnosis and management of patients. This system still requires patients from 
remote communities to travel, often long and arduous journeys to the centre where telecom and 
medical facilities are available. Health Care 4 All International, a not for profit registered charity is 
providing primary care to patients by taking telemedicine into their homes in remote communities, 
thus obviating the need and hardships of travel for patient. 
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Editorial 
Changing culture to end FGM 
The Lancet 
Published: 03 February 2018 
When Ellen Johnson Sirleaf retired last month after 12 years in office in Liberia, she signed an 
executive order banning female genital mutilation (FGM) in the country for girls younger than 18 
years. Her profile as Africa's first female president and a recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize for 
efforts to advance women's rights and peace ensured her executive order got international media 
attention, thus shining needed light on a devastating practice. Globally, a staggering 200 million 
women and girls have undergone FGM, and UNICEF estimates that more than one in three girls 
between 15 and 19 years of age are currently affected. 
 
FGM refers to all procedures involving partial or total removal of the female external genitalia or 
other injury to the female genital organs. It has no medical benefits and often causes great harm: 
pain, bleeding, and infection, and in the longer term urinary problems, cysts, childbirth 
complications, and increased risk of newborn and maternal death. It scars girls' bodies and is a 
form of violence towards women, a severe violation of human rights, and an expression of gender 
inequality. 
 
Awareness at the international level is high. Feb 6 is the UN international day of zero tolerance for 
FGM, which helps promote the Sustainable Development Goal target to eliminate the practice by 
2030. UN resolutions were adopted in 2012 and 2014 to intensify global efforts for the elimination 
of FGM. UNICEF and the UN Population Fund (UNFPA) will issue a statement on Feb 6 saying that 
momentum to eliminate FGM is building and that global prevalence has declined by nearly a 
quarter since 2000. However, without more urgent action these gains may soon be lost: by 2030, 
over a third of all births worldwide will be in the 30 countries where FGM is practised. 
 
Progress at the national level is promising. 24 countries in Africa now ban FGM, according to 
UNFPA, including countries where the practice was once almost universal (such as Egypt and 
Sudan). But while national legislation should be advocated, it is not sufficient. Laws against 
traditional practices often go unheeded in countries where local chiefs and religious leaders wield 
more influence than the government, reported Reuters last week from The Gambia where, despite 
an FGM ban, newfound democracy has renewed expression of religion and tradition, including 
cutting. 
 
Insights generated at the local level are most important, and they can fuel the urgency this issue 
needs. Chief among these is recognition that FGM is deeply embedded in culture. While the UN 
and international communities find the practice barbaric, FGM is culturally and often religiously 
important to the people who perpetuate it. Cutting is considered a central rite of passage for girls, 
a ceremony that marks the transition to womanhood and represents a key step toward marriage 
and motherhood. Parents, influenced by social norms and community expectations, believe that 
cutting secures social and economic security for their daughters. In this view, the social harm of 
not cutting outweighs any physical, psychological, or legal risk. 
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The ability to halt these harmful practices with more urgency, then, has to come by taking 
account of culture and harnessing it for change. One successful approach has been to respect the 
importance of passage rites, and promote alternatives without the cutting. “It's just the cut that's 
wrong”, Kenyan campaigner Nice Leng'ete told The New York Times last month. “All the other 
things—the blessings, putting on the traditional clothes, dancing, all that—that's beautiful. But 
whatever is harmful, whatever brings pain, whatever takes away the dreams of our girls—let's just 
do away with that.” 
 
Similarly, the grassroots campaigners in Sierra Leone, described in this week's World Report, are 
changing cultural practices by recognising the importance in societies of the local rural women, 
the Soweis, who perform FGM. The goal is to find alternative income sources for these women 
and reinvent their roles as guardians of traditional culture, without cutting. In Somalia, Save the 
Children and partners are supporting local non-governmental organisations to modify cultural 
perceptions of cutting as central to girls' rites of passage, and to find alternate ways to elevate 
the status and value of women in the family and community. These approaches preserve 
communities' cultural heritages and social values while shifting cultural beliefs away from FGM. 
On Feb 6, when the international community convenes to condemn the cruel global problem of 
FGM, let us look deeper for solutions that can fuel the urgent progress we need: recognising the 
cultural meanings of FGM, and harnessing culture for change. 
 
Yellow fever: a major threat to public health 
The Lancet | 3 February 2018 
The world's largest fractional-dose vaccination campaign for yellow fever started on Jan 25 in 
Brazil, with the support of WHO. The campaign attempts to avoid the urban transmission cycle, 
not seen in the country since 1942. 33 people have died due to yellow fever between Jan 14 and 
23, while the number of confirmed cases in the country has reached more than 130. 
 
Although more cases of yellow fever were recorded in Brazil in 2016–17, the recent outbreak has 
extended into a much larger area, including highly populated cities, making it more threatening to 
public health. These large cities are infested by Aedes aegypti, the urban yellow fever vector, 
which can transmit the disease from person to person. The number of people at risk is also 
increasing in other tropical regions, such as South America and Africa. 
 
Due to a global shortage of the vaccine, in outbreak emergencies WHO recommends fractional 
dosing to protect more people by using less antigen in each dose. Whereas studies have shown 
that a fifth of the standard dose can provide the same immunity as the standard full dose for at 
least 12 months, it is not clear how long the immunity ultimately lasts. 
 
For routine immunisation, the standard full dose, recommended by WHO since 2013, is thought to 
confer lifelong protection, although supporting evidence for this view is not strong. Some Brazilian 
experts believe that a booster vaccine 10 years after the primary vaccination should be 
administered to guarantee lifetime protection. 
 
As a zoonotic disease, with a reservoir in non-human primates, it is unlikely that yellow fever will 
be eradicated. However, epidemics can be prevented if populations are protected by routine 
immunisation and if mass vaccination campaigns are implemented quickly in response to an 
outbreak. A coalition of partners led by WHO, UNICEF, and Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, aims to 
eliminate yellow fever epidemics worldwide by 2026. To achieve this goal, there is an urgent need 
for research to clarify the duration of protective levels of immunity provided by fractionated and 
full-dose yellow fever vaccines to support development of effective vaccination programmes. 
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462 
    Pollution is the largest environmental cause of disease and premature death in the world today. 
Diseases caused by pollution were responsible for an estimated 9 million premature deaths in 
2015—16% of all deaths worldwide—three times more deaths than from AIDS, tuberculosis, and 
malaria combined and 15 times more than from all wars and other forms of violence. In the most 
severely affected countries, pollution-related disease is responsible for more than one death in 
four. 
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Comment 
Indigenous languages and global health 
David Flood, Peter Rohloff 
Improving the health of the world's 370 million indigenous people is a crucial global health 
priority.1 Indigenous groups worldwide tend to have worse health outcomes than corresponding 
non-indigenous populations.2 These disparities stem from structural forces of colonisation, 
poverty, and marginalisation, as well as from barriers to accessing health care.3 
 
In this Comment, we discuss language as an example of a barrier to health care and advocate for 
greater consideration of indigenous languages in global health. Our perspective is informed by our 
work designing and implementing linguistically sensitive health programmes for indigenous 
Mayan-speaking populations in Guatemala, a majority indigenous country with a large number of 
Mayan speakers who have limited access to health care. In our work, we have noted that 
indigenous languages are not frequently discussed in global health terms. This is a gap. We 
believe that indigenous languages are relevant within the field of global health for reasons of 
autonomy, rights, research ethics, programme efficacy, and revitalisation of such languages. We 
offer examples from Guatemala to illustrate each of these points. 
 
First, language is a key feature of models of health put forth by indigenous people themselves. In 
Latin America, these models have viewed definitions of health used in North America and Europe 
as hegemonic and narrow, and instead advocate for diversity, identity, and traditional 
knowledge.1 “Sumak Kawsay” (or “Buen Vivir” in Spanish) is an example of a powerful model of 
indigenous wellbeing and development originating in Ecuador and Bolivia that goes beyond 
traditional intercultural approaches to health. Indigenous linguistics are fundamental to the 
construction of this model,4 which also has been applied in Guatemala.5 
 
Second, there is a vigorous indigenous linguistic rights movement relevant from a global health 
perspective.6 At the international level, a trend exists towards greater support of indigenous 
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rights as evident in the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples adopted in 2007. At 
the country level, the degree of state protection and promotion of indigenous languages varies 
substantially in the approximately 90 countries where indigenous people reside,1 and legal status 
can differ from de facto policy. In Guatemala, for example, the 2003 Language Law codified the 
right to access government health services in indigenous languages, although this right is not 
protected in practice. 
 
Third, conducting global health research with indigenous-speaking populations raises ethical 
implications regarding access to communities, consent, and dissemination of results. This is a 
complex topic, and we refer readers to international ethics guidelines.7, 8 In Guatemala, we have 
observed researchers use Spanish language fluency as an explicit or implicit inclusion criterion for 
enrolment in research trials—a practice we deem unethical. In our own research programme, we 
prioritise research in Mayan-speaking communities in view of their poorer health indicators than 
those of non-Mayan speaking populations, even though this prioritisation adds costs and 
complexity. In our research articles, we describe how language was incorporated into the 
intervention, detail the use of language in obtaining individual-level and community-level consent, 
and report the language breakdown of participants. 
 
Fourth, global health programmes conceived and delivered using indigenous languages are likely 
to be more efficacious. True indigenous language sensitivity requires not only use of interpreters 
and translators, but also designing programmes from the initial stages with language in mind. The 
role of language, and the way language is embedded in a broader cultural and social context, is 
particularly salient for health interventions involving behaviour change or psychosocial support, 
such as lifestyle interventions for cardiovascular disease or caregiver interventions for early 
childhood development. In fact, the intentional prioritisation of indigenous language is itself a 
health intervention. In Guatemala, we have tried to generate evidence of the effectiveness of 
interventions to improve indigenous language sensitivity through mixed-methods research and 
ethnography. 
 
Finally, global health work directly affects the vitality of indigenous languages. More than half of 
the world's 6700 languages are expected to become extinct by 2100, a trend which poses an 
existential threat to the survival of indigenous people.9 Language loss is driven not by intrinsic 
linguistic factors but by social determinants of colonialism, oppression, and poverty.9 In 
Guatemala, we have argued that the health sector's inability to deliver health care in Mayan 
becomes a potent force for language shift, as it demonstrates that highly desirable services are 
only available to those who speak Spanish, the colonial language.10 The implementation of 
linguistically sensitive health care thus can help revitalise indigenous languages by mitigating 
structural forces underlying language loss. 
 
Global health workers and researchers must recognise the role of language when working with 
indigenous populations. The alternative approaches—to treat indigenous language as an 
“implementation barrier” or, worse, to avoid indigenous-speaking populations altogether—are not 
acceptable. 
PR reports personal fees and non-financial support from Wuqu' Kawoq. DF declares no competing 
interests. 
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Background 
Achieving universal health coverage, including quality essential service coverage and financial 
protection for all, is target 3.8 of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG). As a result, an index 
of essential health service coverage indicators was selected by the UN as SDG indicator 3.8.1. We 
have developed an index for measuring SDG 3.8.1, describe methods for compiling the index, and 
report baseline results for 2015. 
Methods 
16 tracer indicators were selected for the index, which included four from within each of the 
categories of reproductive, maternal, newborn, and child health; infectious disease; non-
communicable diseases; and service capacity and access. Indicator data for 183 countries were 
taken from UN agency estimates or databases, supplemented with submissions from national 
focal points during a WHO country consultation. The index was computed using geometric means, 
and a subset of tracer indicators were used to summarise inequalities. 
Findings 
On average, countries had primary data since 2010 for 72% of the final set of indicators. The 
median national value for the service coverage index was 65 out of 100 (range 22–86). The index 
was highly correlated with other summary measures of health, and after controlling for gross 
national income and mean years of adult education, was associated with 21 additional years of life 
expectancy over the observed range of country values. Across 52 countries with sufficient data, 
coverage was 1% to 66% lower among the poorest quintile as compared with the national 
population. Sensitivity analyses suggested ranks implied by the index are fairly stable across 
alternative calculation methods. 
Interpretation 
Service coverage within universal health coverage can be measured with an index of tracer 
indicators. Our universal health coverage service coverage index is simple to compute by use of 
available country data and can be refined to incorporate relevant indicators as they become 
available through SDG monitoring. 
Funding 
Ministry of Health, Japan, and the Rockefeller Foundation. 
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R Buisman, Kim van Wilgenburg, Patrick Eozenou 
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The Lancet Infectious Diseases 
 
Articles 
Immunogenicity and safety of one versus two doses of tetravalent dengue vaccine in 
healthy children aged 2–17 years in Asia and Latin America: 18-month interim data 
from a phase 2, randomised, placebo-controlled study 
Xavier Sáez-Llorens, Vianney Tricou, Delia Yu, Luis Rivera, José Jimeno, Ana Cecilia Villarreal, 
Epiphany Dato, Sonia Mazara, Maria Vargas, Manja Brose, Martina Rauscher, Suely Tuboi, Astrid 
Borkowski, Derek Wallace 
Summary 
Background 
Development of vaccines that are effective against all four dengue virus serotypes (DENV-1–4) in 
all age groups is important. Here, we present 18-month interim data from an ongoing study 
undertaken to assess the immunogenicity and safety of Takeda's tetravalent dengue vaccine 
(TDV) candidate over 48 months in children living in dengue-endemic countries. 
Methods 
We undertook a phase 2, multicentre, randomised, double-blind, placebo-controlled study at three 
sites in the Dominican Republic, Panama, and the Philippines. We randomly assigned children 
aged 2–17 years to receive either two TDV doses 3 months apart (group 1), one TDV dose (group 
2), one TDV dose and a booster dose 1 year later (group 3), or placebo (group 4). We did the 
randomisation (1:2:5:1) using an interactive web response system stratified by age. The primary 
endpoint of this 18-month interim analysis was DENV serotype-specific antibody geometric mean 
titres (GMTs) in the per-protocol immunogenicity subset on days 1, 28, 91, 180, 365, 393, and 
540. Secondary safety endpoints were the proportions of participants with serious adverse events 
and with virologically confirmed dengue in the safety set, and solicited and unsolicited adverse 
events in the immunogenicity subset. This trial is registered with ClinicalTrials.gov, number 
NCT02302066. 
Findings 
Between Dec 5, 2014, and Feb 13, 2015, 1800 children were randomly assigned to group 1 
(n=201), group 2 (n=398), group 3 (n=1002), and group 4 (n=199). 1794 participants received 
at least one dose of TDV or placebo (safety set), of whom 562 participated in the immunogenicity 
subset and 509 were included in the per-protocol set. Antibody titres remained elevated 18 
months after vaccination in all TDV groups. At day 540, in groups 1, 2, 3, and 4, respectively, 
DENV-1 GMTs were 476 (95% CI 286–791), 461 (329–647), 1056 (804–1388), and 92 (49–173); 
DENV-2 GMTs were 1212 (842–1744), 1242 (947–1628), 1457 (1182–1796), and 177 (93–337); 
DENV-3 GMTs were 286 (171–478), 298 (205–433), 548 (411–730), and 78 (44–137); and DENV-
4 GMTs were 98 (65–150), 102 (75–139), 172 (133–222), and 33 (21–52). Limited differences in 
GMTs were observed between groups 1 and 2 (in which participants received one and two doses 
of TDV, respectively). In baseline-seronegative participants, a 1-year booster clearly increased 
GMTs. Vaccine-related unsolicited adverse events occurred in 14 (2%) of 562 participants, but no 
vaccine-related serious adverse events arose. Symptomatic, virologically confirmed dengue was 
recorded in 21 (1·3%) of 1596 participants vaccinated with TDV compared with nine (4·5%) of 
198 placebo recipients. 
Interpretation 
TDV was well tolerated and immunogenic against all four dengue serotypes, irrespective of 
baseline dengue serostatus. These data provide proof of concept for TDV and support the 
ongoing phase 3 efficacy assessment of two doses 3 months apart. 
Funding 
Takeda Vaccines. 
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Pneumococcal conjugate vaccine 13 delivered as one primary and one booster dose 
(1 + 1) compared with two primary doses and a booster (2 + 1) in UK infants: a 
multicentre, parallel group randomised controlled trial 
David Goldblatt, Jo Southern, Nick J Andrews, Polly Burbidge, Jo Partington, Lucy Roalfe, Marta 
Valente Pinto, Vasilli Thalasselis, Emma Plested, Hayley Richardson, Matthew D Snape, Elizabeth 
Miller 
Open Access 
 
Review 
Antimicrobial resistance among children in sub-Saharan Africa 
Phoebe C M Williams, David Isaacs, James A Berkley 
Open Access 
Summary 
Antimicrobial resistance is an important threat to international health. Therapeutic guidelines for 
empirical treatment of common life-threatening infections depend on available information 
regarding microbial aetiology and antimicrobial susceptibility, but sub-Saharan Africa lacks 
diagnostic capacity and antimicrobial resistance surveillance. We systematically reviewed studies 
of antimicrobial resistance among children in sub-Saharan Africa since 2005. 18 of 1075 articles 
reviewed met inclusion criteria, providing data from 67,451 invasive bacterial isolates from 
inconsistently defined populations in predominantly urban tertiary settings. Among neonates, 
Gram-negative organisms were the predominant cause of early-onset neonatal sepsis, with a high 
prevalence of extended-spectrum β-lactamase-producing organisms. Gram-positive bacteria were 
responsible for a high proportion of infections among children beyond the neon atal period, with 
high reported prevalence of non-susceptibility to treatment advocated by the WHO therapeutic 
guidelines. There are few up-to-date or representative studies given the magnitude of the 
problem of antimicrobial resistance, especially regarding community-acquired infections. Research 
should focus on differentiating resistance in community-acquired versus hospital-acquired 
infections, implementation of standardised reporting systems, and pragmatic clinical trials to 
assess the efficacy of alternative treatment regimens. 
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Original Articles 
Using Cluster Analysis to Group Countries for Cost-effectiveness Analysis: An 
Application to Sub-Saharan Africa 
Louise B. Russell, Gyan Bhanot, Sun-Young Kim, Anushua Sinha 
First Published August 19, 2017; pp. 139–149 
Abstract 
Objective. To explore the use of cluster analysis to define groups of similar countries for the 
purpose of evaluating the cost-effectiveness of a public health intervention—maternal 
immunization—within the constraints of a project budget originally meant for an overall regional 
analysis.  
Methods. We used the most common cluster analysis algorithm, K-means, and the most common 
measure of distance, Euclidean distance, to group 37 low-income, sub-Saharan African countries 
on the basis of 24 measures of economic development, general health resources, and past 
success in public health programs. The groups were tested for robustness and reviewed by 
regional disease experts.  
Results. We explored 2-, 3- and 4-group clustering. Public health performance was consistently 
important in determining the groups. For the 2-group clustering, for example, infant mortality in 
Group 1 was 81 per 1,000 live births compared with 51 per 1,000 in Group 2, and 67% of children 
in Group 1 received DPT immunization compared with 87% in Group 2. The experts preferred four 
groups to fewer, on the ground that national decision makers would more readily recognize their 
country among four groups.  
Conclusions. Clusters defined by K-means clustering made sense to subject experts and allowed a 
more detailed evaluation of the cost-effectiveness of maternal immunization within the constraint 
of the project budget. The method may be useful for other evaluations that, without having the 
resources to conduct separate analyses for each unit, seek to inform decision makers in numerous 
countries or subdivisions within countries, such as states or counties. 
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Health Policy Report  
The Challenging Quest to Improve Rural Health Care 
John K. Iglehart 
 In the United States, rural populations have a lower life expectancy than urban populations and 
face shortages of health care providers. This report discusses the challenges facing rural health 
care systems and efforts to expand the rural health care workforce. 
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Articles 
Unstable Housing and Caregiver and Child Health in Renter Families  
Megan Sandel, Richard Sheward, Stephanie Ettinger de Cuba, Sharon M. Coleman, Deborah A. 
Frank, Mariana Chilton, Maureen Black, Timothy Heeren, Justin Pasquariello, Patrick Casey, 
Eduardo Ochoa, Diana Cutts 
Pediatrics Feb 2018, 141 (2) e20172199; DOI: 10.1542/peds.2017-2199  
   In this study, we demonstrate associations between housing instability and the health of young 
children and their caregivers among low-income families in rental housing. 
 
Injury and Mortality Among Children Identified as at High Risk of Maltreatment  
Rhema Vaithianathan, Bénédicte Rouland, Emily Putnam-Hornstein 
Pediatrics Feb 2018, 141 (2) e20172882; DOI: 10.1542/peds.2017-2882  
   In this study, we use administrative data to document elevated rates of injury and mortality for 
children identified at birth as at high risk of child protection involvement. 
 
Monthly Feature 
The Contribution of Neonatal Jaundice to Global Child Mortality: Findings From the 
GBD 2016 Study  
Bolajoko O. Olusanya, Stephanie Teeple, Nicholas J. Kassebaum 
Pediatrics Feb 2018, 141 (2) e20171471; DOI: 10.1542/peds.2017-1471  
 
Review Articles 
Neurodevelopment in Young Children Born to HIV-Infected Mothers: A Meta-analysis  
Megan S. McHenry, Carole I. McAteer, Eren Oyungu, Brenna C. McDonald, Chris B. Bosma, Philani 
B. Mpofu, Andrew R. Deathe, Rachel C. Vreeman 
Pediatrics Feb 2018, 141 (2) e20172888; DOI: 10.1542/peds.2017-2888  
   In this review, we report worse developmental outcomes in both HIV+ and HEU children 
compared with HUU children. 
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Research Article  
Infectious Disease Risk and Vaccination in Northern Syria after 5 Years of Civil War: 
The MSF Experience 
February 2, 2018 ·  
Alan de Lima Pereira, Rosamund Southgate, Hikmet Ahmed, Penelope O’Connor, Vanessa 
Cramond, Annick Lenglet  
Abstract 
Introduction: In 2015, following an influx of population into Kobanê in northern Syria, Médecins 
Sans Frontières (MSF) in collaboration with the Kobanê Health Administration (KHA) initiated 
primary healthcare activities. A vaccination coverage survey and vaccine-preventable disease 
(VPD) risk analysis were undertaken to clarify the VPD risk and vaccination needs. This was 
followed by a measles Supplementary Immunization Activity (SIA). We describe the methods and 
results used for this prioritisation activity around vaccination in Kobanê in 2015. 
Methods: We implemented a pre-SIA survey in 135 randomly-selected households in Kobanê 
using a vaccination history questionnaire for all children <5 years. We conducted a VPD Risk 
Analysis using MSF ‘Preventive Vaccination in Humanitarian Emergencies’ guidance to prioritize 
antigens with the highest public health threat for mass vaccination activities. A Measles SIA was 
then implemented and followed by vaccine coverage survey in 282 randomly-selected households 
targeting children <5 years. 
Results: The pre-SIA survey showed that 168/212 children (79.3%; 95%CI=72.7-84.6%) had 
received one vaccine or more in their lifetime. Forty-three children (20.3%; 95%CI: 15.1-26.6%) 
had received all vaccines due by their age; only one was <12 months old and this child had 
received all vaccinations outside of Syria. The VPD Risk Analysis prioritised measles, Haemophilus 
Influenza type B (Hib) and Pneumococcus vaccinations. In the measles SIA, 3410 children aged 6-
59 months were vaccinated. The use of multiple small vaccination sites to reduce risks associated 
with crowds in this active conflict setting was noted as a lesson learnt. The post-SIA survey 
estimated 82% (95%CI: 76.9-85.9%; n=229/280) measles vaccination coverage in children 6-59 
months. 
Discussion: As a result of the conflict in Syria, the progressive collapse of the health care system 
in Kobanê has resulted in low vaccine coverage rates, particularly in younger age groups. The 
repeated displacements of the population, attacks on health institutions and exodus of healthcare 
workers, challenge the resumption of routine immunization in this conflict setting and limit the use 
of SIAs to ensure sustainable immunity to VPDs. We have shown that the risk for several VPDs in 
Kobanê remains high. 
Conclusion: We call on all health actors and the international community to work towards re-
establishment of routine immunisation activities as a priority to ensure that children who have had 
no access to vaccination in the last five years are adequately protected for VPDs as soon as 
possible. 
 
 

https://link.springer.com/journal/40273/36/1/page/1
http://currents.plos.org/disasters/
http://currents.plos.org/disasters/article/infectious-disease-risk-and-vaccination-in-northern-syria-after-5-years-of-civil-war-the-msf-experience/
http://currents.plos.org/disasters/article/infectious-disease-risk-and-vaccination-in-northern-syria-after-5-years-of-civil-war-the-msf-experience/
http://currents.plos.org/disasters/author/alanpereira/
http://currents.plos.org/disasters/author/rosamund-southgatelondon-msf-org/
http://currents.plos.org/disasters/author/hikmatehmedhotmail-com/
http://currents.plos.org/disasters/author/pennyoconnoryahoo-co-uk/
http://currents.plos.org/disasters/author/vanessa-cramondamsterdam-msf-org/
http://currents.plos.org/disasters/author/vanessa-cramondamsterdam-msf-org/
http://currents.plos.org/disasters/author/alenglet/


   

 

PLoS Currents: Outbreaks 
http://currents.plos.org/outbreaks/ 
[Accessed 3 February 2018] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
PLoS Medicine 
http://www.plosmedicine.org/   
(Accessed 3 February 2018)  
Editorial  
What’s coming for health science and policy in 2018? Global experts look ahead in 
their field  
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Policy Platform  
Improved tools and strategies for the prevention and control of arboviral diseases: A 
research-to-policy forum  
Piero Olliaro, Florence Fouque, Axel Kroeger, Leigh Bowman, Raman Velayudhan, Ana Carolina 
Santelli, Diego Garcia, Ronald Skewes Ramm, Lokman H. Sulaiman, Gustavo Sanchez Tejeda, 
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Abstract 
Background 
Research has been conducted on interventions to control dengue transmission and respond to 
outbreaks. A summary of the available evidence will help inform disease control policy decisions 
and research directions, both for dengue and, more broadly, for all Aedes-borne arboviral 
diseases. 
Method 
A research-to-policy forum was convened by TDR, the Special Programme for Research and 
Training in Tropical Diseases, with researchers and representatives from ministries of health, in 
order to review research findings and discuss their implications for policy and research. 
Results 
The participants reviewed findings of research supported by TDR and others. 
Surveillance and early outbreak warning. Systematic reviews and country studies identify the 
critical characteristics that an alert system should have to document trends reliably and trigger 
timely responses (i.e., early enough to prevent the epidemic spread of the virus) to dengue 
outbreaks. A range of variables that, according to the literature, either indicate risk of forthcoming 
dengue transmission or predict dengue outbreaks were tested and some of them could be 
successfully applied in an Early Warning and Response System (EWARS). 
Entomological surveillance and vector management. A summary of the published literature shows 
that controlling Aedes vectors requires complex interventions and points to the need for more 
rigorous, standardised study designs, with disease reduction as the primary outcome to be 
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measured. House screening and targeted vector interventions are promising vector management 
approaches. Sampling vector populations, both for surveillance purposes and evaluation of control 
activities, is usually conducted in an unsystematic way, limiting the potentials of entomological 
surveillance for outbreak prediction. 
Combining outbreak alert and improved approaches of vector management will help to overcome 
the present uncertainties about major risk groups or areas where outbreak response should be 
initiated and where resources for vector management should be allocated during the 
interepidemic period. 
Conclusions 
The Forum concluded that the evidence collected can inform policy decisions, but also that 
important research gaps have yet to be filled. 
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Insecurity, polio vaccination rates, and polio incidence in northwest Pakistan  
Amol A. Verma, Marcia P. Jimenez, Rudolf H. Tangermann, S. V. Subramanian and Fahad Razak 
PNAS 2018; published ahead of print January 29, 2018, https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1711923115  
Significance 
The international spread of poliovirus has been declared a Public Health Emergency of 
International Concern by the World Health Organization, and Pakistan is one of only three 
countries that have never stopped poliovirus circulation. We analyzed polio incidence and polio 
vaccination data from 32 districts of northwest Pakistan and constructed a measure of insecurity 
based on journalistic reports of deaths and injuries resulting from conflict-related security 
incidents. Insecurity was associated with reduced vaccinator access, reduced polio vaccination, 
and increased polio incidence. These findings provide strong scientific evidence that insecurity is 
an important obstacle to global polio eradication. 
Abstract 
Pakistan is one of three countries in which endemic transmission of poliovirus has never been 
stopped. Insecurity is often cited but poorly studied as a barrier to eradicating polio. We analyzed 
routinely collected health data from 32 districts of northwest Pakistan and constructed an index of 
insecurity based on journalistic reports of the monthly number of deaths and injuries resulting 
from conflict-related security incidents. The primary outcomes were the monthly incidence of 
paralytic polio cases within each district between 2007 and 2014 and the polio vaccination 
percentage from 666 district-level vaccination campaigns between 2007 and 2009, targeting ∼5.7 
million children. Multilevel Poisson regression controlling for time and district fixed effects was 
used to model the association between insecurity, vaccinator access, vaccination rates, and polio 
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incidence. The number of children inaccessible to vaccinators was 19.7% greater (95% CI: 19.2–
20.2%), and vaccination rates were 5.3% lower (95% CI: 5.2–5.3%) in “high-insecurity” 
campaigns compared with “secure” campaigns. The unadjusted mean vaccination rate was 96.3% 
(SD=8.6) in secure campaigns and 88.3% (SD=19.2) in high-insecurity campaigns. Polio 
incidence was 73.0% greater (95% CI: 30–131%) during high-insecurity months (unadjusted 
mean = 0.13 cases per million people, SD=0.71) compared with secure months (unadjusted 
mean=1.23 cases per million people, SD=4.28). Thus, insecurity was associated with reduced 
vaccinator access, reduced polio vaccination, and increased polio incidence in northwest Pakistan. 
These findings demonstrate that insecurity is an important obstacle to global polio eradication. 
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Phillip Hamrick, Jarrad A. G. Lum and Michael T. Ullman 
PNAS 2018; published ahead of print January 29, 2018,  
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Jonathan David Touboul, Ann Carla Staver and Simon Asher Levin 
PNAS 2018; published ahead of print January 29, 2018, 
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1712356115  
Significance 
This paper makes a significant contribution both to ecological theory and to an understanding 
more generally regarding how complex dynamics can emerge in mathematical models from quite 
simple underlying assumptions. Empirical and theoretical work has suggested that savanna–forest 
systems exhibit bistability, potentially flipping from one state to another in the face of 
environmental change. Here, we show that the dynamics of those systems may be much more 
complicated (periodic and endogenously driven) and present surprising responses to 
environmental variability. From a mathematical point of view, the models that we explore exhibit a 
rich array of behaviors and responses to random perturbations, and we suggest that such 
dynamics may arise in a variety of contexts. 
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Original Articles 
Health as an Intermediate End and Primary Social Good  
Greg Walker  
Public Health Ethics, Volume 11, Issue 1, 1 April 2018, Pages 6–19, 
https://doi.org/10.1093/phe/phx009 
Abstract 
The article propounds a justification of public health interventionism grounded on personal health 
as an intermediate human end in the ethical domain, on an interpretation of Aristotle. This goes 
beyond the position taken by some liberals that health should be understood as a prudential good 
alone. A second, but independent, argument is advanced in the domain of the political, namely, 
that population health can be justified as a political value in its own right as a primary social good, 
following an interpretation of John Rawls’s evolved understanding of such goods in his later 
works. The article sets the scene for these positions by highlighting how liberal theories focusing 
on freedom as non-interference, or making the harm principle the basis of legitimate public health 
interventions, undercut the capacity of the state to actively promote population health. The article 
points to theoretical resources on legitimacy and liberty—the ‘salient coordinator account’ of 
authority and freedom as non-domination—that may help avoid this risk. The role of reflective 
equilibrium incorporating incompletely theorized mid-level principles is emphasized to ensure that 
interventions are soundly justified. The application of these principles would ensure that 
interventions do not exceed the proper moral/political boundaries limiting the role of government. 
 
Public Health and Normative Public Goods  
Richard H Dees  
Public Health Ethics, Volume 11, Issue 1, 1 April 2018, Pages 20–26, 
https://doi.org/10.1093/phe/phx020 
Abstract 
Public health is concerned with increasing the health of the community at whole. Insofar as health 
is a ‘good’ and the community constitutes a ‘public’, public health by definition promotes a ‘public 
good’. But ‘public good’ has a particular and much more narrow meaning in the economics 
literature, and some commentators have tried to limit the scope of public health to this more 
narrow meaning of a ‘public good’. While such a move makes the content of public health less 
controversial, it also strips important goals from the realm of public health, goals that traditionally 
have been, and morally should be, a part of it. Instead, I will argue, while public health should be 
defined by public goods, it should be defined by a broader conception of public goods that I shall 
call ‘normative public goods’, goods that ought to be treated as if they were public goods in the 
more narrow sense. 
 
Original Articles 
Is Israel Its Brother’s Keeper? Responsibility and Solidarity in the Israeli–Palestinian 
Conflict  
Zohar Lederman; Emily Shepp; Shmuel Lederman  
Public Health Ethics, Volume 11, Issue 1, 1 April 2018, Pages 103–120, 
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Abstract 
This article examines the Israeli government’s role in supporting living conditions conducive to 
health in the occupied Palestinian territories (OPT). Limiting the discussion to public health, the 
authors argue that—whether justified in its overall political policy—the Israeli government and 
people are legally and ethically obligated to care for the well-being of the Palestinian people. The 
authors first review the current situation in the OPT and compare health statistics with Israel. 
Next, the authors make three arguments as to why the Israeli government and citizens should 
assist the Palestinian people: moral responsibility, legal responsibility and solidarity. Based on 
these, the authors make the case for Israel’s moral duty to ensure that Palestinian people living in 
the OPT achieve equitable levels of health as compared to Israeli citizens, while minimizing 
restrictions on Palestinian self-determination. The authors urge the Israeli government and 
citizens to improve Palestinian’s daily living conditions, tackle inequitable distribution of power and 
allow international support in these efforts.  
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The health of women and children are critical for global development. The Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDG) agenda and the Global Strategy for Women’s, Children’s, and 
Adolescent’s Health 2016–2030 aim to re...  
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Review 
Determinants of adolescent pregnancy in sub-Saharan Africa: a systematic review  
Adolescent pregnancy has been persistently high in sub-Saharan Africa. The objective of this 
review is to identify factors influencing adolescent pregnancies in sub-Saharan Africa in order to 
design appropriat...  
Authors: Ibrahim Yakubu and Waliu Jawula Salisu 
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Science  
02 February 2018  Vol 359, Issue 6375 
http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl 
Policy Forum 
Scientifically assess impacts of sustainable investments 
By C. J. Vörösmarty, V. Rodríguez Osuna, D. A. Koehler, P. Klop, J. D. Spengler, J. J. Buonocore, 
A. D. Cak, Z. D. Tessler, F. Corsi, P. A. Green, R. Sánchez 
Science02 Feb 2018 : 523-525 Restricted Access 
Metrics can inform investors wary of “green washing” 
Summary 
The practice of selecting and managing financial assets based on their social and environmental 
performance is undergoing rapid growth and fundamental change. Investors are increasingly 
pressed by asset owners to prove how one company's practices are materially more or less 
sustainable than those of another. Yet, the basic information that companies declare is hardly 
standardized and is difficult to verify, with unreliable assertions (1) that are widely criticized as 
“green washing.” Metrics are mainly restricted to documenting changes to internal business 
practices but offer limited guidance on whether a company's actions, products, and services 
promote human well-being or preserve environmental integrity in the external, real-world domain, 
fueling reluctance on the part of otherwise enthusiastic investors (2, 3). It is here where science 
can play an important role. Our consortium of an asset owner, an asset manager, and two 
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research universities is designing a next generation of traceable indicators to quantify external 
context and impact of investments and place these into a decision-making framework useful to 
investors. Tests of these science-based sustainability metrics are under way on a $2.1 billion 
portfolio of public equities invested on behalf of a large European pension fund. 
 
Review 
Climate, ecosystems, and planetary futures: The challenge to predict life in Earth 
system models 
By Gordon B. Bonan, Scott C. Doney 
Science02 Feb 2018 
Editor’s Summary 
Integrating the biosphere into climate models 
   High-quality climate predictions are crucial for understanding the impacts of different 
greenhouse gas emission scenarios and for mitigating and adapting to the resulting climatic 
changes. Bonan and Doney review advances in Earth system models that include the terrestrial 
and marine biosphere. Such models capture interactions between physical and biological aspects 
of the Earth system. This provides insight into climate impacts of societal importance, such as 
altered crop yields, wildfire risk, and water availability. Further research is needed to better 
understand model uncertainties, some of which may be unavoidable, and to better translate 
observations into abstract model representations. 
Structured Abstract 
BACKGROUND 
Earth system models (ESMs) simulate physical, chemical, and biological processes that underlie 
climate and are the most complex in a hierarchy of models of Earth’s interacting atmosphere–
land–ocean–sea ice system. As terrestrial and marine ecosystems have been added to ESMs, the 
distinction between the physical basis for climate change, mitigation, and vulnerability, impacts, 
and adaptation (VIA) no longer necessarily holds. The same global change stresses that affect 
terrestrial and marine ecosystems are critical processes that determine the magnitude and 
trajectory of climate change, and many of the interventions that might lessen anthropogenic 
climate change pertain to the biosphere. Here we describe environmental changes that are 
stressing terrestrial and marine ecosystems. We discuss how these stressors are being included in 
ESMs, initially with an emphasis on climate processes, but also show their emerging utility for VIA 
analyses and examine them in the context of Earth system prediction. 
ADVANCES 
Terrestrial ecosystems face stresses from changing climate and atmospheric composition that 
alter phenology, growing season length, and community composition; these stresses enhance 
productivity and water-use efficiency in some regions, but also lead to mortality and increased 
disturbances from wildfires, insects, and extreme events in other regions. The addition of reactive 
nitrogen, elevated levels of tropospheric O3, and anthropogenic land-use and land-cover change 
stress ecosystems as well. The terrestrial biosphere models included in ESMs simulate the 
ecological impacts of these stresses and their effects on Earth system functioning. Ocean 
ecosystems and living marine resources face threats from ocean warming, changing large-scale 
circulation, increased vertical stratification, declining oxygen, and acidification, which alter nutrient 
supply, the light environment, and phytoplankton productivity; result in coral bleaching; and 
produce novel marine communities. Three-dimensional ocean models simulate the carbon cycle 
and associated biogeochemistry. Plankton ecosystem models both drive biogeochemistry models 
and characterize marine ecological dynamics. 
OUTLOOK 
The untapped potential of ESMs is to bring dispersed terrestrial and marine ecosystem research 
related to climate processes, VIA, and mitigation into a common framework. ESMs offer an 
opportunity to move beyond physical descriptors of atmospheric and oceanic states to societally 
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relevant quantities such as habitat loss, water availability, wildfire risk, air quality, and crop, 
fishery, and timber yields. To do so, the science of climate prediction has to be extended to a 
more multifaceted Earth system prediction, including the biosphere and its resources. ESMs 
provide the means not just to assess the potential for future global change stresses, but also to 
determine the outcome of those stresses on the biosphere. Such Earth system prediction is 
necessary to inform sound policy that maintains a healthy biosphere and provides the food, 
energy, and fresh water needed for a growing global population without further exacerbating 
climate change. Substantial impediments that must be overcome include advancing our 
knowledge of biosphere-related climate processes; reducing model uncertainty; and effectively 
communicating among, rather than across, the disparate science communities of climate 
prediction, global biosphere modeling, VIA analyses, and climate change mitigation. 
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   The only way that climate change will be reversed is by continuing to develop new technologies 
and turning them into products and services. Philanthropists play an important role in that 
process, particularly by investing in risky, early-stage, science-based startups that traditional 
investors shy away from. Read more about this in “The Investment Gap That Threatens the 
Planet,” the cover story in the Winter 2018 issue. 
Health  
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By Kristine Wong  
The M-FUND offers affordable health insurance to the vulnerable Burmese migrant population on 
Thailand's western border.  
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Abstract 
Objective 
To understand factors that influence sustained adoption of water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) 
technologies or behaviours. 
Methods 
Systematic review of the current literature. Articles were gathered from databases of peer-
reviewed articles and grey literature, and screened for relevance. After exclusion, we created a 
descriptive map of 148 articles and analysed in-depth 44 articles that had an explicit focus on 
promoting or evaluating sustained adoption or programme sustainability. Twenty-two of these 
articles met our definition of measuring sustained adoption. 
Results 
Definitions of sustained adoption varied widely and were often inadequate, making comparison of 
sustained adoption across studies difficult. The time frame for measurements of sustained 
adoption is frequently inadequate for examination of longer-term behaviour change. 
Conclusions 
Ideally, an evaluation should specify the project period and describe the context surrounding 
adoption, make measurements at multiple time points, diversify measurement methods and 
describe and measure a range of factors affecting sustained adoption. Additional consideration 
needs to be given to developing behaviour change models that emphasise factors related to 
sustained adoption, and how they differ from those related to initial adoption. 
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factors associated with women's sanitation use in sub-Saharan Africa (pages 173–
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Global Citizenship 
   This issue focuses on global citizenship, which has been defined as the concept that one’s 
identity transcends, even as it respects, geographical and national borders, and that our social, 
political, environmental and economic actions occur in an interconnected world. The articles 
examine, among other things, the nexus between reducing inequality and global citizenship, 
safeguarding cultural and linguistic diversity, and the rights and responsibilities derived from being 
a global citizen. 
   In this issue of the UN Chronicle, we have invited a number of distinguished contributors to 
share with us their perspectives on what global citizenship is and how this concept can be 
translated into solutions to global challenges and concerns. 
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World Heritage Review  
http://whc.unesco.org/en/review/84/ 
n°85 - October 2017 
World Heritage and Modern Heritage  
Modern heritage – the architecture, town planning and landscape design of the modern era, or 
the last two hundred years or so – is still underrepresented on the World Heritage List. And yet it 
is an integral part of many urban ensembles, which represent a majority of sites on the List. 
Raising awareness of the significance of this heritage, and addressing issues on its preservation 
and valorization, is the focus of the World Heritage Centre’s Modern Heritage Programme, and of 
many heritage experts. Drawing attention to these structures, and encouraging the development 
of legal protection for them, is beginning to build momentum. 
 
In this issue, we will look closely at the Sydney Opera House (Australia), from its construction to 
its role today as a vibrant cultural centre; Grimeton Radio Station (Sweden), a monument to early 
wireless transatlantic communication built in 1922-1924 and still in working condition; and the city 
of Brasilia (Brazil), that landmark of town planning by urban planner Lucio Costa and architect 
Oscar Niemeyer. We will also learn about the evolution of the identification of modern heritage in 
the Arab region, and in an interview with Hubert Jan Henket, architect and co-founder of the 
International Committee for Documentation and Conservation of Buildings, Sites and 
neighbourhoods of the Modern Movement (DOCOMOMO), we will explore the recognition of 
modern heritage, international collaboration and other aspects of conservation. 
 
In addition, the issue presents the 21 new sites inscribed on the World Heritage List during the 
41st session of the World Heritage Committee in Krakow, from 2 to 12 July 2017. These include 
two sites that are the first to be inscribed in their country: Mbanza Kongo in Angola, and in 
Eritrea, the site of Asmara: A Modernist City of Africa. Asmara is an exceptional example of early 
modernist urbanism at the beginning of the 20th century and its application in an African context. 
As pointed out in the lead article by Afredo Conti, Vice President of ICOMOS, the international 
community has started recognizing modern heritage that until recently was barely valued at all. 
Identifying and preserving our modern heritage is indeed an important issue of the moment. 
Mechtild Rössler 
Director of the UNESCO World Heritage Centre 
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