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::::::  
:::::: 
 
Syria 
 
Security Council Demands 30-day Cessation of Hostilities in Syria to Enable 
Humanitarian Aid Delivery, Unanimously Adopting Resolution 2401 (2018) 
24 February 2018   SC/13221 
The Security Council, acting unanimously today, adopted a resolution demanding parties to Syria’s 
seven-year-long conflict to cease hostilities without delay for at least 30 consecutive days, 
ensuring a “durable humanitarian pause” to enable weekly humanitarian aid deliveries and 
medical evacuations of the critically sick and wounded. 
 
By the terms of resolution 2401 (2018), the 15-member Council demanded that, immediately after 
the start of the cessation of hostilities, all parties would allow safe, unimpeded and sustained 
access each week for the humanitarian convoys of the United Nations and their implementing 
partners to all requested areas and populations — particularly the 5.6 million people in 1,244 
communities in acute need and the 2.9 million in hard-to-reach and besieged locations, subject to 
standard United Nations security assessments.  It also demanded that the United Nations and its 
partners be allowed to carry out safe, unconditional medical evacuations, based on medical need 
and urgency. 
 
The Council further called upon all parties to immediately lift the sieges of populated areas — 
including in eastern Ghouta, Yarmouk, Foua and Kefraya — and cease depriving civilians of 
essential food and medicine, which when used as a method of combat was an act prohibited by 
international humanitarian law.  It demanded that the parties enable the rapid, safe and 
unhindered evacuation of all civilians who wished to leave — underscoring the need for them to 
agree on humanitarian pauses, days of tranquillity, localized ceasefires and truces — and called 
for the urgent acceleration of humanitarian mine action throughout Syria. 
 
Affirming that the cessation of hostilities would not apply to military operations against Islamic 
State in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL/Da’esh), Al-Qaida, Al-Nusra Front and all other individuals, 
groups, undertakings and entities associated with terrorist groups, as designated by the Council, 
the organ further called on relevant Member States to coordinate efforts to monitor the cessation 
of hostilities, building on existing arrangements.  It called on all Member States to use their 
influence with the parties to ensure its implementation and create conditions for a durable and 
lasting ceasefire.  
 
By other terms of the text, the Council reiterated its demand — reminding the Syrian authorities in 
particular — that all parties immediately comply with their obligations under international law 
concerning protecting civilians and medical and humanitarian personnel exclusively engaged in 
medical duties along with their means of transport and equipment, as well as hospitals and other 
medical facilities.  It also reiterated its demand that they demilitarize medical facilities, schools 
and other civilian facilities; avoid establishing military positions in populated areas; and desist 
from attacks directed at civilian objects… 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Development  

https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sc13221.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sc13221.doc.htm


   

 

 
The Sahel Alliance Officially Announces the Implementation of Over 500 Projects for a 
Total Amount of EUR 6bn to be Disbursed Between 2018 and 2022 
BRUSSELS, 23 February 2018 – During the International High-Level Conference on the Sahel, the 
founding members of the Sahel Alliance – France, Germany, the EU, the World Bank, the African 
Development Bank and UNDP –, joined by Italy, Spain and the UK, officially launched the Sahel 
Alliance, by announcing the implementation of over 500 projects between 2018 and 2022. 
 
EUR 6bn of investments for the Sahel region: this is the total amount disbursed by the members 
of the Sahel Alliance and being made available to member countries of the G5 Sahel (Burkina 
Faso, Chad, Mali, Mauritania, Niger) for the implementation of over 500 projects with a capacity to 
transform the region by 2022. 
 
All these projects, 12 of which were highlighted to illustrate the principles of the Alliance, were 
presented to Sahelian Heads of State during the G5 Sahel Summit in Niamey on 6 February 2018. 
They will be implemented rapidly, particularly in the most vulnerable areas, as the objective of the 
Sahel Alliance is to have an immediate impact on populations, in line with the priorities 
established by the G5 Sahel countries. To achieve this, the Sahel Alliance will take action in six 
priority sectors: youth employment, rural development and food security, energy and climate, 
governance, decentralization and access to basic services, and security. 
 
The membership of three new countries – Italy, Spain and the UK – in this unique initiative is a 
sign that development actors are mobilizing for the Sahel region… 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Heritage Stewardship 
 
Over 41,000 artefacts seized in global operation targeting trafficking of cultural goods  
21 February 2018  
More than 41,000 objects including coins, furniture, paintings, musical instruments, archaeological 
pieces and sculptures have been seized in a global operation targeting the trafficking of cultural 
artefacts. 
 
The seizures were made during the first joint customs and police operation codenamed Athena 
organized by the World Customs Organization and INTERPOL, and the Europe-focused Operation 
Pandora II coordinated by the Spanish Guardia Civil and Europol. 
 
Tens of thousands of checks were carried out at airports and border crossing points across 81 
countries during the operations which ran from October to December 2017. Auction houses, 
museums and private houses were also searched, resulting in more than 300 investigations being 
opened and 101 people arrested. 
 
Online illicit markets 
With the Internet becoming an important part of the chain in the illicit trade of cultural goods, law 
enforcement officers also monitored online market places and sales sites. 
 
This resulted in the seizure more than 7,000 objects, nearly 20 per cent of the total number of 
artefacts recovered during the operations. In just one investigation in Spain, the Guardia Civil 
seized more than 2,000 cultural objects, the majority of which were coins from the Roman and 

http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2018/02/23/the-sahel-alliance-officially-announces-the-implementation-of-over-500-projects-for-a-total-amount-of-eur-6bn-to-be-disbursed-between-2018-and-2022
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2018/02/23/the-sahel-alliance-officially-announces-the-implementation-of-over-500-projects-for-a-total-amount-of-eur-6bn-to-be-disbursed-between-2018-and-2022
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/media/newsroom/2018/february/over-41-000-artefacts-seized-in-global-operation-targeting-trafficking-of-cultural-goods.aspx


   

 

other Empires. Officials also seized 88 pieces of ivory as well as weapons including swords, a 
crossbow and 39 historical firearms ranging from rifles to pistols… 
 
Peace and security threat 
“The results of the Operations Athena and Pandora II speak for themselves: cooperation between 
Customs and Police can yield excellent results and should be promoted and sustained at all levels. 
The fight against illicit trafficking of cultural objects has been long neglected by law enforcement 
agencies, however, we cannot turn a blind eye to it. While we lose our common history and 
identity, the proceeds of trafficking fuel terrorism, conflicts and other criminal activities,” said 
WCO Secretary General Kunio Mikuriya. “We will keep working in this area of enforcement and will 
soon deploy the first specialized global training curriculum for Customs administrations – a very 
concrete and hands-on outcome of our common work,” he added… 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Heritage Stewardship 
 
Save the seeds - and the living plants we eat and use 
   FAO's new Voluntary Guidelines for the Conservation and Sustainable Use of Crop Wild Relatives 
and Wild Food Plants outline how to craft technical rules and shepherd them into implementation 
and will help governments meet their international commitments. 
   Svalbard seed vault is the apex of a global network to protecting plant genetic resources for 
food and agriculture 
 
23 February 2018, Rome - The ‘Doomsday Vault', storing the seeds of vital crops in an 
underground vault near Svalbard, Norway, will celebrate its 10th anniversary soon, drawing 
deserved attention to the importance of conserving seeds that are vital for food and agriculture. 
 
It was the adoption of the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and 
Agriculture in 2001 that gave the impetus to the Norwegian government to proceed with the 
establishment of the Seed Vault; the Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture 
welcomed and supported the initiative in 2004.  
 
The resources and attention given to Svalbard, now the iconic home to seeds of around one 
million unique plants, is welcome. While farmers have bred crops for millennia, the emphasis on 
conservation of crop diversity ex situ is historically linked to Nikolai Vavilov, who set up one of the 
first genebanks in Russia in 1921. In a quest to end all famines, the botanist travelled to more 
than 60 countries, listening to farmers and collecting seeds with an eye to their potential to 
contribute to hardier crops in a changing world… 
 
Many locally important food crops grow in parts of the world facing rapid change and high levels 
of food insecurity. To help countries in the daunting task of protecting the species relevant to 
their food supply in their natural habitats where they would continue to evolve important traits for 
adaptation to changes, FAO recently published Voluntary Guidelines for the Conservation and 
Sustainable Use of Crop Wild Relatives and Wild Food Plants. 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Heritage Stewardship 

http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/1053481/icode/
http://seedvault.no/
http://www.fao.org/plant-treaty/en/
http://www.fao.org/plant-treaty/en/
http://www.fao.org/nr/cgrfa/cgrfa-home/en/
http://www.fao.org/nr/cgrfa/cgrfa-home/en/
http://www.fao.org/publications/card/en/c/8f366de9-08a8-42ad-aae1-4f8f6822420e/
http://www.fao.org/publications/card/en/c/8f366de9-08a8-42ad-aae1-4f8f6822420e/


   

 

 
Yemen: City’s architectural connection to Islam at risk as fighting nears 
Sana'a/Geneva (ICRC) - As fighting along Yemen's Red Sea coast continues, the International 
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) is urging all parties to the conflict to protect and respect the 
city of Zabid, a World Heritage Site that has the highest concentration of mosques in Yemen. 
Fighting would endanger civilians, Zabid's unique architecture and the city's cultural connection to 
one of the world's major religions. Cultural property like Zabid's is protected by international 
humanitarian law. 
 
"The fighting in Hodeida governorate is at the gates of the historic city of Zabid, fanning fears for 
the fate of its cultural heritage," said Alexandre Faite, the ICRC's head of delegation in Yemen… 
 
"International humanitarian law makes it clear that special care must be taken in military 
operations to avoid damaging this outstanding archeological and historical site," Mr Faite added. 
 
Zabid served as the capital of Yemen from the 13th century to the 15th century and played an 
important role in the Arab and Muslim world as a centre of Islamic knowledge. With its narrow 
streets and the many minarets rising from its 86 mosques, Zabid is considered an architectural 
jewel of the early years of Islam. It became a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1993. 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Governance 
 
21 Feb 2018  
Corruption Perceptions Index 2017 shows high corruption burden in more than two-
thirds of countries 
Analysis of results from Transparency International finds crackdowns on NGOs and media are 
associated with higher levels of corruption.  
   An index released today by Transparency International, which marks its 25th anniversary this 
year, reveals some disturbing information – despite attempts to combat corruption around the 
world, the majority of countries are moving too slowly in their efforts. While stemming the tide 
against corruption takes time, in the last six years many countries have still made little to no 
progress. Even more alarming, further analysis of the index results indicates that countries with 
the lowest protections for press and non-governmental organisations (NGOs) also tend to have 
the worst rates of corruption. 
     The index, which ranks 180 countries and territories by their perceived levels of public sector 
corruption according to experts and businesspeople, uses a scale of zero to 100, where zero is 
highly corrupt and 100 is very clean. This year, the index found that more than two-thirds of 
countries score below 50, with an average score of 43. 
   Over the last six years, several countries significantly improved their CPI score, including Côte 
d’Ivoire, Senegal and the United Kingdom, while several countries declined, including Syria, 
Yemen and Australia. 
   This year, New Zealand and Denmark rank highest with scores of 89 and 88 respectively. Syria, 
South Sudan and Somalia rank lowest with scores of 14, 12 and 9 respectively. The best 
performing region is Western Europe with an average score of 66. The worst performing regions 
are Sub-Saharan Africa (average score 32) and Eastern Europe and Central Asia (average score 
34). 
   To view the results, visit: www.transparency.org/cpi2017 
 

https://www.icrc.org/en/document/yemen-citys-architectural-connection-islam-risk-fighting-nears
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressrelease/corruption_perceptions_index_2017_shows_high_corruption_burden_in_more_than
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressrelease/corruption_perceptions_index_2017_shows_high_corruption_burden_in_more_than
http://www.transparency.org/cpi2017


   

 

::::::  
:::::: 
 
Governance-Ethics-Accountability: OXFAM et al  
 
Oxfam releases report into allegations of sexual misconduct in Haiti 
19 February 2018 
A full copy of Oxfam’s final internal report into allegations of sexual misconduct and other 
unacceptable behaviour during Oxfam’s humanitarian response to the 2010 Haiti earthquake has 
been made public today. 
 
Oxfam is publishing the report, written in 2011, in order to be as transparent as possible about 
the decisions made during the investigation and in recognition of the breach of trust that has 
been caused. 
 
Winnie Byanyima, Oxfam International’s Executive Director, said “Oxfam is urgently committed to 
act upon the moral responsibilities we have towards women in Haiti. We are also meeting with the 
Government of Haiti to apologise for our mistakes and discuss what more we can do. It is vitally 
important we re-examine what happened, and learn from it. 
 
“The measures we put in place as a result of the investigation mean that the case would be 
handled differently today, but it is clear that there is much more to be done. The action we are 
now taking, including an independent review of our culture and practices by women’s rights 
leaders, will help ensure abuse is rooted out of Oxfam and help us become more effective in our 
mission to help create lasting solutions to poverty.” 
 
Last week Oxfam announced a comprehensive action plan to strengthen safeguarding systems 
across the organisation and stamp out abuse. The package of measures includes: 
   :: A new independent High-Level Commission on Sexual Misconduct, Accountability and Culture 
Change, comprised of respected women’s and human rights leaders, which will be able to access 
Oxfam records and interview staff, partners and communities it supports around the world. The 
names of the Commission co-chairs will be released shortly. 
   :: The immediate creation of a new global database of accredited referees – designed to end 
the use of forged, dishonest or unreliable references by past or current Oxfam staff. Oxfam will 
not be issuing any references until this is in place. 
   :: An immediate injection of resources into Oxfam’s safeguarding processes, with the number of 
people working in safeguarding more than doubling over the coming weeks and annual funding 
more than tripled to just over $1 million. 
   :: A commitment to improve the culture within Oxfam to ensure that no one faces sexism, 
discrimination or abuse, that everyone, especially women, feels safe to speak out, and everyone is 
clear on what behaviour is acceptable or not. 
 
Notes to editors 
   The full 2011 Haiti internal report is available here 
We have redacted names and identifying characteristics to comply with the need for due process 
and confidentiality required by both privacy law and recommended UN guidelines on the issue of 
sexual exploitation and abuse. The full, un-redacted report has been shared with the Haitian 
Ambassador in London and a copy will be given to the Haitian government in a meeting on 
Monday morning (19 February 2018). We have informed the relevant national authorities of the 
names of the seven men involved in sexual misconduct. 
 

https://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases/2018-02-19/oxfam-releases-report-allegations-sexual-misconduct-haiti
https://oxf.am/2o99YlH
https://oxf.am/2o99YlH


   

 

 
Haiti Suspends Oxfam Great Britain After Sex Scandal 
By CATHERINE PORTER  
The New York Times, FEB. 22, 2018  
   Saying it was “shocked at the highest level,” the government of Haiti has suspended the aid 
group Oxfam Great Britain for two months while it investigates allegations of sexual misconduct 
by charity employees in the aftermath of the devastating 2010 earthquake. 
   The government took the step two weeks after the organization, the British arm of the umbrella 
group Oxfam International, acknowledged that employees had been fired or resigned after they 
were found to have had sex parties with prostitutes in staff housing. 
   On Thursday, the Haitian minister of planning and external cooperation, Aviol Fleurant, said 
officials were looking into the incidents and trying to determine whether any of the women were 
underage. 
   The government raised the prospect that the British aid organization, which spends $3.9 million 
annually in Haiti, may not be allowed to resume its work. Mr. Fleurant told Reuters that if 
investigators establish a link between donations to Oxfam meant for Haiti and criminal activity, 
officials will “declare Oxfam Great Britain persona non grata, and they would have to leave the 
country without further delay.”… 
 
:::::: 
 
Charities commit to taking better action on safeguarding 
A joint letter from 22 UK charities 
23 Feb 18  
As organisations whose core aim is to help the most vulnerable people in the world, we must 
always confront abusive behaviour and the misuse of power. When it comes from individuals 
within our sector it is a double betrayal, not just of the people we exist to serve, but of the British 
people in whose name we operate. Although this is only the action of a small minority of people, it 
is nonetheless an issue that we will not allow to go unaddressed. 
 
There can be no tolerance for the abuse of power, privilege or trust within our organisations or in 
our work. We have an absolute duty to our staff, our supporters and, above all, the people we 
seek to help to ensure we do everything in our power to prevent, detect and eradicate 
unacceptable behaviour. 
 
As we take every necessary step to right these deep wrongs, we also have a clear responsibility to 
ensure that the communities we seek to help are not the ones punished for our mistakes. The 
widespread distress and disappointment that we’ve heard in the past two weeks demonstrates 
that people feel profound compassion for those who need Britain’s help. We must honour that 
instinct, and the rights and needs of the communities we work with, by continuing to deliver vital 
aid but also changing fundamentally. 
 
Safeguarding is something that, as a sector, we have long taken very seriously and all our 
organisations have systems in place to prevent all forms of abuse and misconduct. However, we 
can never be complacent. We must do even more to protect the very people we were set up to 
help. 
 
First and foremost we must continue to create an environment where people feel safe, and 
confident to report any behaviour that makes them feel uncomfortable or which threatens them or 
their communities.  
 

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/22/world/americas/haiti-suspends-oxfam.html
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs/agencies-commit-taking-better-action-safeguarding


   

 

That is why we are collectively announcing the following series of urgent and immediate 
measures: 
   :: We will all increase the resources we devote to safeguarding – meeting our responsibility to 
protect our staff and beneficiaries. 
   :: We will collectively review our current referencing systems so that people found to have 
abused their power or behaved inappropriately are not re-employed in the sector – including in 
INGOs, government agencies, the UN and other associated bilateral and domestic agencies. 
   :: We will work with these authorities and regulatory bodies to ensure any individual caught 
abusing their power cannot do so again. 
   ::  We will work with the government to ensure that we can overcome the legal and institutional 
barriers to rigorous background checks in the UK. 
 
In taking these steps, we are also asking people to come forward to report unacceptable 
behaviour. We hope these measures send a clear message to those who experience or witness 
any form of abuse - it is really important that they know that we will listen and we will take 
action. 
 
These actions are only the first step as, collectively and individually, we do everything possible to 
ensure that our organisations, our staff and the work we fund meets that most fundamental 
criteria for all charities - to serve people and not to exploit them. 
 
Our collective mission is to do much more than that – the challenge we face in our own 
organisations is a challenge for the whole of society. This is something that requires leadership in 
every sector – and we ask people from all walks of life and all corners of our communities to help 
us to strengthen safeguards, tackle abuse and stand up for the vulnerable – and to call out 
inappropriate behaviour wherever we see it. 
 
We are truly sorry that at times our sector has failed. We must and will do better. 
 
ActionAid UK  
BBC Media Action  
Bond  
CAFOD  
CARE International UK  
Christian Aid  
Concern Worldwide UK  
Global Citizen  
Islamic Relief UK  
Mercy Corps Europe  
Muslim Aid  
Oxfam GB  
Plan International UK  
Practical Action  
Save the Children UK  
Start Network  
Scotland’s International Development Alliance  
Tearfund  
UNICEF UK  
VSO  
WaterAid  
World Vision UK 



   

 

 
:::::: 
 
Taking action to prevent and address staff misconduct - ICRC 
Statement from ICRC Director-General Yves Daccord 23-02-2018 
[Excerpt] 
…Our response to recent misconduct 
   The decentralized management system we have used for decades is our established way to 
make life-and-death decisions on field security and aid delivery. But when this approach is applied 
to managing misconduct, it is difficult to accurately compile overall figures. 
   I have instructed my teams to scour the data we do have on sexual misconduct, and I can tell 
you that since 2015 we've identified 21 staff members who were either dismissed for paying for 
sexual services or resigned during an internal enquiry. Another two staff members suspected of 
sexual misconduct did not have their contracts renewed. I am deeply saddened to report these 
numbers. 
   This behaviour is a betrayal of the people and the communities we are there to serve. It is 
against human dignity and we should have been more vigilant in preventing this. 
   The ICRC has more than 17,000 staff members worldwide. We are concerned that incidents 
that should be reported have not yet been reported, or were reported but not properly handled.    
We are taking action to address this. 
Procedures to handle misconduct allegations 
   All staff are contractually bound by the ICRC's Code of Conduct, which explicitly forbids the 
purchase of sexual services. This ban, in place since 2006, applies worldwide and at all times, 
including in locations where prostitution is legal, as the ICRC believes that staff paying for sex is 
incompatible with the values and mission of the organisation. 
   In spring 2017 we created the Global Compliance Office, tasked with monitoring and enforcing 
staff adherence to the Code of Conduct. This office manages complaints and allegations 
confidentially and functions independently. Before that we created a worldwide ombudsman 
network to which staff can turn for advice and support. 
   These mechanisms are designed to give us an overview of all misconduct cases and provide 
institutional oversight. They should ensure overall coherence and fairness in the application of the 
rules. 
   My pledge to the people we serve and to our staff is that complaints and allegations will be 
acted upon firmly and consistently. Any employee found to have violated the Code of Conduct will 
be held accountable… 
 
::::::  
 
Statement from CARE International 
21st Feb 2018     
CARE International works around the globe to save lives, defeat poverty and achieve social 
justice. Because of our mission and our focus on women and girls, we are deeply committed to 
building a world where violence, harassment and abuse against anyone is not tolerated.  
 
Our ability to fulfil our relief and development mission is wholly reliant on the high standards of 
integrity and conduct of our staff working at all levels in the organisation; from those in head 
office to those working in the communities we serve. 
 
In 2017, CARE had more than 9,000 staff in more than 90 countries. We collected figures in two 
separate categories: (1) sexual abuse and exploitation of community members and (2) sexual 
harassment within the organization. 

https://www.icrc.org/en/document/taking-action-prevent-and-address-staff-misconduct
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/code-conduct-employees-icrc
https://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases/statement-from-care-international


   

 

 
CARE received 13 sexual abuse or exploitation reports in 2017, of which eight were substantiated. 
Seven of those eight staff were dismissed as a result and one resigned. 
 
In the second category, CARE received reports of 15 cases of sexual harassment within the 
organization, of which eight were substantiated. Of those eight staff members: four were 
dismissed as a result; two contracts were not renewed; and the remaining two staff members 
received a warning and one no longer works for CARE. 
 
We have researched and taken each case before us very seriously, but we also recognize that 
complex systems like ours are fallible. We are encouraging people inside and outside of CARE to 
share historical information with us. 
 
Our global policy on Protection from Exploitation and Abuse and Child Protection explicitly outlines 
unacceptable behaviour, and what we will do to investigate allegations, support victims and 
discipline perpetrators, including referring them to the relevant authorities. We will continue to 
build upon this policy as we, along with others in the sector, reflect and evolve. 
 
We have mechanisms in place to report abuse or harassment of any kind, either through 
management or HR structures, or through a hotline (known as the “CARE Line”). We also are now 
rolling out plans to strengthen our complaint mechanisms for our program participants to raise 
concerns or allegations of sexual harassment, exploitation or abuse. This includes our ability to 
track these issues across the confederation.  
 
We will continue to focus on improving our reporting mechanisms at all levels of the organisation. 
At CARE, we have an uncompromising commitment to integrity and humility, which means we 
remain accountable to the people and partners we serve. 
 
::::::  
 
UNAIDS’ Deputy Executive Director, Programme, not to seek renewal of his position 
   GENEVA, 23 February 2018—UNAIDS’ Deputy Executive Director, Programme, Luiz Loures, has 
communicated his wish to the UNAIDS Executive Director not to seek the renewal of his position 
as Assistant Secretary-General of the United Nations and Deputy Executive Director of UNAIDS. Dr 
Loures will end his term as Deputy Executive Director at the end of March 2018. 
   The Executive Director of UNAIDS, Michel Sidibé, has accepted the decision and conveyed the 
decision to the Secretary-General of the United Nations. Mr Sidibé also thanked Dr Loures for his 
22 years of dedicated service to UNAIDS… 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Emergencies 
 
Urgent need to scale up health services in Cox’s Bazar: WHO 
SEAR/PR/1680 
Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh, 20 February 2018: Calling for continued efforts to further scale up 
health services for nearly 1.3 million people in Cox’s Bazar, Rohingyas and their surrounding host 
communities, the World Health Organization today said six months after the start of the refugee 
crisis, the vulnerable populations remain at risk of several diseases and in need of critical services 
for survival. 

https://www.care-international.org/files/files/Protection-from-Sexual-Exploitation-and-Abuse-and-Child-Protection_CARE-International-Policy_1-July-2017.pdf
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/pressreleaseandstatementarchive/2018/february/20180223_unaids
http://www.searo.who.int/mediacentre/releases/2018/1680/en/


   

 

 
“Commendable efforts have been made by the Government of Bangladesh and partner agencies 
to provide health services; prevent diseases such as cholera; and rapidly control outbreaks of 
measles and diphtheria. However, the challenges are huge, multiple and evolving. The magnitude 
of the crisis requires continued efforts and generous contributions by all partners to scale up 
health services for the vulnerable population,” said Dr Poonam Khetrapal Singh, Regional Director 
for WHO South-East Asia. 
 
An estimated 688,000 Rohingyas crossed over to Cox’s Bazar from Myanmar beginning 25 August 
2017, joining nearly 212,500 others who had arrived in earlier waves, in one of the largest 
population movement in the shortest span.  
 
While majority of the refugees are living in Kutapalong and Balukhali mega camps and 11 other 
clusters of small and big settlements, about 79 000 are living with the host population. 
The mega camps are currently one of the world’s biggest refugee settlement areas and also one 
of the world’s most densely populated areas. 
 
The health needs of this population continue to be immense. Women and young mothers need 
reproductive health services. An estimated 60 000 children are expected to be born in the camps 
in the next one year. Besides newborns, pregnant and young mothers; children, adults and the 
elderly need basic health services and that for injuries, trauma and various non-communicable 
diseases such as heart disease, diabetes, and importantly, psychosocial support. 
 
“Water and sanitation, and shelter continues to be far from optimum, increasing the risk of rapid 
spread of several communicable and water borne diseases,” the Regional Director said, stressing 
the need to accelerate efforts to address the key determinants of health on a priority. 
The upcoming rainy season and the risk of cyclone and floods, increase the vulnerability of these 
people to waterborne diseases such as diarrhea and hepatitis, and vector borne diseases such as 
malaria, dengue and chikungunya. 
 
For keeping a close watch on the situation, WHO established the Early Warning and Response 
System (EWARS), early as the crisis started, to rapidly detect and respond to disease outbreak to 
minimize death and disease. Additionally, WHO has been periodically carrying out risk 
assessments to enable Ministry of Health and partners take measures to detect potential health 
risks and take timely and appropriate measures. 
 
The EWARS and risk assessments helped Bangladesh’s decision to carry out large scale 
vaccination campaigns with cholera, measles and rubella, polio and diphtheria vaccines. WHO has 
been working with the Ministry of Health and partners to plan, roll out and monitor vaccination 
campaigns to ensure all children are protected. 
 
WHO continues to lead and coordinate efforts of over 100 partners managing more than 270 
health facilities – health posts, hospitals, treatment centers and mobile clinics – while also 
providing medicines and medical equipment, diagnostics, guidelines and trainings and building 
laboratory capacity. 
 
Despite efforts by government and partners, challenges are many. The affected population has 
distinct and unique culture and language, a major barrier in impacting health seeking and hygiene 
behavior. 
 



   

 

But the most impending challenge is finding a safe space to relocate the refugees in case of floods 
and cyclone during the upcoming rainy season, which may further impact their health. 
 
“The Government of Bangladesh has been extremely generous and forthcoming in hosting and 
providing for the Rohingyas. However, the health sector is grossly under-funded and grappling to 
meet the needs of the affected population,” Dr Khetrapal Singh said, appealing to international 
community to contribute generously and commit to support what clearly is set to be a protracted 
emergency. 
 
Reiterating WHO’s committed to work with the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare and partners 
to address health issues of the vulnerable population, the Regional Director said concerted efforts 
by both national and international community is the need of the hour to strengthen and reinforce 
health services for both the Rohingyas and the their host population in Cox’s Bazar. 
 
:::::: 
 
POLIO  
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
Polio this week as of 21 February 2018 [GPEI] 
:: New on http://polioeradication.org/: Ending polio and yellow fever in Nigeria, and why the polio 
vaccine must be delivered multiple times.  
::  Our brand new animation on the two polio vaccines has been released, available in English, 
French, and Arabic.  
:: In response to recent cases, the government of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) 
has announced the circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus 2 (cVDPV2) outbreak ongoing in the 
country as a Public Health Emergency of National Concern. Since the outbreak began, the Ministry 
of Health, supported by WHO and partners of the Global Polio Eradication Initiative, has 
implemented four monovalent oral polio vaccine 2 (mOPV2) supplementary immunization 
campaigns and one mop-up campaign to prevent virus spread. They have worked hard to 
strengthen surveillance and routine immunization in the outbreak zones and across the country, 
and are fully committed to ending the outbreak. The total number of officially reported cVDPV2 
cases in the DRC in 2017 is 21. No cases of cVDPV2 with onset in 2018 have so far been reported. 
:: Summary of newly-reported viruses this week: No new viruses reported. 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
Syria cVDPV2 outbreak situation report 35, 20 February 2018 
Situation update 20 February 2018 
[Editor’ text bolding] 
   :: No new cases of cVDPV2 were reported this week. The total number of cVDPV2 cases 
remains 74. The most recent case (by date of onset of paralysis) is 21 September 2017 from 
Boukamal district, Deir Ez-Zor governorate. 
   :: An inactivated polio vaccine (IPV) immunization round has successfully concluded in 
Damascus, Hasakah, parts of Aleppo governorates, and Jurmana district of rural Damascus as 
part of the second phase of the outbreak response. IPV vaccination is continuing in accessible 
parts of Aleppo governorate. 
   :: Reportedly, a total of 233 518 children aged 2–23 months received IPV, representing 71% of 
the estimated target.  
   :: Post campaign monitoring of the IPV campaign has concluded in Damascus, Hasakah and 
parts of Aleppo governorate that completed the implementation. Overall, post campaign 

http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
http://polioeradication.org/
http://polioeradication.org/news-post/ending-polio-and-yellow-fever-hand-in-hand-in-northern-nigeria/
http://polioeradication.org/news-post/polio-vaccination-again/
http://polioeradication.org/news-post/polio-vaccination-again/
http://polioeradication.org/news-post/the-two-polio-vaccines/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wZSBgKvTCh0&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wZSBgKvTCh0&feature=youtu.be
http://www.afro.who.int/fr/news/en-raison-dune-vingtaine-denfants-atteints-de-paralysie-liee-au-poliovirus-circulant-derive-de
http://www.emro.who.int/images/stories/syria/WHO_UNICEF_Situation_Report_35_cVDPV2_outbreak_Syria_20_2_18.pdf?ua=1


   

 

monitoring indicates 81% vaccination rates by parental/caregiver recall and 77% by finger 
marking.  
   :: Post campaign monitoring particularly focused on the internally displaced persons (IDP) 
camps; the data indicates 91% vaccination rates by parental/caregiver recall and 89% by finger 
marking.  
   :: A nationwide immunization round utilizing bivalent OPV (bOPV) is planned for March. The 
campaign will target all children aged less than 5 years.   
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies  [to 24 February 2018] 
The Syrian Arab Republic  
:: Syria cVDPV2 outbreak situation report 35, 20 February 2018  
[See Polio above for detail] 
 
Yemen   
Weekly cholera bulletins 
:: Weekly epidemiology bulletin, 5–11 February 2018 
Cumulative figures 
-The cumulative total from 27 April 2017 to 11 Feb 2018 is 1,059,970 suspected cholera cases 
and 2,258 associated deaths, (CFR 0.21%), 1104 have been confirmed by culture. 
- 59.3 % of death were severe cases at admission 
- The total proportion of severe cases among the suspected cases is 16% 
- The national attack rate is 382.7 per 10,000. The five governorates with the highest cumulative 
attack rates per 10,000 remain Amran (894), Al Mahwit (857), Al Dhale’e (644), Hajjah (520) and 
Sana’a (515). 
- Children under 5 years old represent 28.8% of total suspected cases. 
- In total, 29,629 rapid diagnostic tests (RDT) have been performed which represents 28 % 
coverage. 
- 2,732 cultures have been performed which represents 22.3% coverage. 
- The last positive culture was on 4 Feb 2018 in Al Harith district in Amant Al Asimah 
- 182 districts are still reporting suspected cholera cases since last 3 weeks 
- 123 districts (out of 305 affected districts) did not report any suspected cases for the last three 
consecutive weeks 
Governorate and District level 
- At governorate level, the trend from W4 –W6 decrease or was stable in all governorates except 
(Aden governorate) 
(+13%). 
Trends 
- The weekly number of cases is decreasing for the 22 consecutive weeks. 
- The weekly proportion of severe cases has significantly decreased representing now 9% of the 
admitted cases. 
Week 6 2018 
- 3,886 suspected cases and 3 associated deaths were reported 
- 9 % are severe cases 
- 589 RDTs were performed, 131 were positive 
- No culture test was performed this week 
 
Iraq  - No new announcements identified 
Nigeria  - No new announcements identified 

http://www.who.int/hac/donorinfo/g3_contributions/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/syr/en/index.html
http://www.emro.who.int/images/stories/syria/WHO_UNICEF_Situation_Report_35_cVDPV2_outbreak_Syria_20_2_18.pdf?ua=1
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/yem/en/index.html
http://www.emro.who.int/images/stories/yemen/week_6.pdf?ua=1
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/irq/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/hac/crises/nga/en/


   

 

South Sudan - No new announcements identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies  [to 24 February 2018] 
Bangladesh/Myanmar: Rakhine Conflict 2017  
[See WHO announcement in Milestones/Perspectives above] 
 
Democratic Republic of the Congo   
:: Read the health situation report in French pdf, 4.28Mb, February 2018 
 
Cameroon  - No new announcements identified  
Central African Republic  - No new announcements identified 
Ethiopia  - No new announcements identified. 
Libya - No new announcements identified. 
Niger  - No new announcements identified. 
Ukraine - No new announcements identified. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – L3 Emergencies 
The UN and its humanitarian partners are currently responding to three 'L3' emergencies. This is 
the global humanitarian system's classification for the response to the most severe, large-scale 
humanitarian crises.  
Syrian Arab Republic  
:: 23 Feb 2018   UN chiefs call for stepped-up support for vulnerable Syrians, refugees and host 
communities, amid escalating violence inside Syria 
 
Yemen   
:: 20 Feb 2018  Yemen Humanitarian Update Covering 12 - 18 February 2018 
 
DRC   - No new announcements identified. 
Iraq   - No new announcements identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Corporate Emergencies 
When the USG/ERC declares a Corporate Emergency Response, all OCHA offices, branches and 
sections provide their full support to response activities both at HQ and in the field. 
Ethiopia   - No new announcements identified. 
Nigeria  - No new announcements identified. 
ROHINGYA REFUGEE CRISIS  - No new announcements identified. 
Somalia - No new announcements identified. 

 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 

Agency/Government/IGO Watch 
We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for key 
media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on regional or 

http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/ssd/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/hac/donorinfo/g3_contributions/en/
http://www.who.int/hac/crises/mmr/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/cod/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/cod/sitreps/drc-health-situation-report-february2018.pdf?ua=1
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/cmr/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/caf/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/eth/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/lby/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/ner/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/ukr/en/index.html
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/syria
https://reliefweb.int/node/2479619
https://reliefweb.int/node/2479619
https://www.unocha.org/yemen
https://reliefweb.int/node/2472924
https://www.unocha.org/drc
https://www.unocha.org/iraq
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/ethiopia
https://www.unocha.org/nigeria
http://www.unocha.org/rohingya-refugee-crisis/
https://www.unocha.org/somalia


   

 

global level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific coverage is limited. 
Please suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
 
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly  
[to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.un.org/en/unpress/ 
24 February 2018  
SC/13221 
Security Council Demands 30-day Cessation of Hostilities in Syria to Enable 
Humanitarian Aid Delivery, Unanimously Adopting Resolution 2401 (2018) 
   The Security Council, acting unanimously today, adopted a resolution demanding parties to 
Syria’s seven-year-long conflict to cease hostilities without delay for at least 30 consecutive days, 
ensuring a “durable humanitarian pause” to enable weekly humanitarian aid deliveries and 
medical evacuations of the critically sick and wounded. 
 
22 February 2018  
SC/13220 
Amid Widespread Violence, Lack of Humanitarian Aid in Central African Republic, 
Inroads to Peace, Civilian Protection Under Way, Security Council Hears 
   Widespread violence and a lack of humanitarian aid in the Central African Republic had put half 
the population at risk, but Government efforts to restore State authority and protect civilians were 
laying the groundwork for peace, the United Nations top official in the country told the Security 
Council today. 
 
20 February 2018  
SC/13213 
Palestinian President Presents Plan to Relaunch Peace Talks with Israel, Says New 
Multilateral Mechanism Should Guide Process, in Briefing to Security Council 
   Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas, briefing the Security Council this morning, outlined a 
new proposal to relaunch peace talks with Israel — including the rapid convening of an 
international summit on the matter, and the subsequent creation of a multilateral mechanism to 
guide the process — while also demanding that the United States reverse its decision to transfer 
its embassy to Jerusalem. 
 
20 February 2018  
SG/SM/18903-SC/13214 
Dialogue ‘for Reconciliation, for Reason’ on Israel, Palestine Is Now More Important 
than Ever, Secretary-General Tells Security Council 
 
 
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 24 February 
2018] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true  
Selected Press Releases – “TOP NEWS” 
Stop the “monstrous annihilation” of Eastern Ghouta – Zeid 
 
Iran: Spying charges against wildlife activists “hard to fathom”, say UN experts  
 
UK violates women’s rights in Northern Ireland by unduly restricting access to abortion – UN 
experts  
 

http://www.un.org/en/unpress/
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sc13221.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sc13221.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sc13220.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sc13220.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sc13213.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sc13213.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sgsm18903.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sgsm18903.doc.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22685&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22697&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22693&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22693&LangID=E


   

 

Viet Nam: UN rights experts urge release of activists jailed for protesting toxic spill 
 
Freedom of expression vital for peace in conflict-afflicted South Sudan – UN report 
 
China: UN experts denounce the criminalization of linguistic and cultural rights advocacy 
 
UN experts make urgent call for US to regularize, protect rights of young migrants as DACA 
deadline nears 
 
Libya: Residents of Tawergha ‘dying in desert’ in attempt to return home after seven years 
 
 
Human Rights Council   [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/hrc/pages/hrcindex.aspx 
23/02/2018  
UN Human Rights Commission collects evidence to hold more than 40 South Sudanese officials 
accountable for war crimes and crimes against humanity  
 
21/02/2018 
Human Rights Council to hold its thirty-seventh regular session from 26 February to 23 March 
2018  
 
 
Committee on the Rights of the Child [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx 
21 February 2018 
UN Child Rights Experts call for EU-wide ban on child immigration detention 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the sale and sexual exploitation of children 
 [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and 
Armed Conflict [to 24 February 2018] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 
23 Feb 2018 
Statement by the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and 
Armed Conflict on the attack against Bursari Government Girls Science Secondary 
School in northeast Nigeria 
   New York – The Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed 
Conflict, Virginia Gamba, calls for the unconditional release of all the girls abducted during the 
attack on the Bursari Government Girls Science Secondary School, in northeast Nigeria. 
   On Monday, February 19, an armed group attacked the school located in Dapchi, Yobe State 
and over 90 girls are still missing, according to unconfirmed reports. 
   “I condemn in the strongest possible terms this new attack on education in Nigeria,” declared 
Virginia Gamba. “Today, my thoughts are with the families of the missing girls and with their 
communities. We are working to create a world where all children, and especially girls, can go to 
school knowing that they will not become victims of appalling violence.”… 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22696&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22687&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22683&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22677&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22677&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22678&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/hrc/pages/hrcindex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=22691&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=22691&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=22679&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=22679&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22681&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/press-release/statement-attack-school-northeast-nigeria/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/press-release/statement-attack-school-northeast-nigeria/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/press-release/statement-attack-school-northeast-nigeria/


   

 

 
 
Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest 
attainable standard of physical and mental health  [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in 
Conflict [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN OCHA [to 24 February 2018] 
https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases 
Selected Press Releases 
24 February 2018 
Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, Mark 
Lowcock: Statement on Syria (24 February 2018) 
 
23 February 2018 
Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, Mark 
Lowcock: Statement to Member States on Syria, 23 February 2018 
 
UN chiefs call for stepped-up support for vulnerable Syrians, refugees and host communities, amid 
escalating violence inside Syria 
 
Regional Consultative Group on Humanitarian Civil-Military Coordination for Asia and the Pacific, 
Newsletter | Issue 1 | Feb 2018 
 
22 February 2018 
Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, Mark 
Lowcock: Statement to the Security Council on Syria, 22 February 2018 
 
UN Deputy Humanitarian Chief urges the international community to support the humanitarian 
response in Central African Republic 
   
20 February 2018 
Statement by Panos Moumtzis, Regional Humanitarian Coordinator for the Syria Crisis, on East 
Ghouta Hospital Attacks [EN/AR] 
 
oPt Humanitarian Fund fills critical gap for 140,000 of the most vulnerable Palestinians, left by cut 
in UNRWA funding 
 
19 February 2018 
Statement by Panos Moumtzis, Regional Humanitarian Coordinator for the Syria Crisis, on East 
Ghouta [EN/AR] 
 
 
UNICEF  [to 24 February 2018] 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/
https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases
https://reliefweb.int/node/2480819
https://reliefweb.int/node/2480819
https://reliefweb.int/node/2479734
https://reliefweb.int/node/2479734
https://reliefweb.int/node/2479619
https://reliefweb.int/node/2479619
https://reliefweb.int/node/2478759
https://reliefweb.int/node/2478759
https://reliefweb.int/node/2478224
https://reliefweb.int/node/2478224
https://reliefweb.int/node/2476989
https://reliefweb.int/node/2476989
https://reliefweb.int/node/2473874
https://reliefweb.int/node/2473874
https://reliefweb.int/node/2472574
https://reliefweb.int/node/2472574
https://reliefweb.int/node/2471799
https://reliefweb.int/node/2471799


   

 

https://www.unicef.org/media/ 
23 February 2018 
Cyclone season and threat of violence loom over 720,000 Rohingya children in 
Myanmar and Bangladesh – UNICEF 
   GENEVA/NEW YORK, 23 February 2018 – Urgent efforts are needed to help more than 720,000 
Rohingya children who are threatened either by the approaching cyclone season in Bangladesh or 
by ongoing violence and denial of their basic rights in Myanmar, UNICEF said today.  
 
UNICEF Statement 
   NEW YORK, 22 February 2018 – “Executive Director Henrietta Fore today accepted Justin 
Forsyth’s resignation from his position as Deputy Executive Director of UNICEF.  
 
Mongolia’s air pollution causes child health crisis 
   ULAANBAATAR, Mongolia, 22 February 2018 – Unless Ulaanbaatar’s air pollution levels rapidly 
decrease in the coming years, the financial cost of treating diseases in children caused by air 
pollution will increase by 33 per cent by 2025, costing an additional MNT 4.8 billion per annum to 
the public health system from 2025, reveals a new report commissioned by the Mongolian 
National Center for Public Health and UNICEF.  
 
UNICEF Executive Director Henrietta H. Fore gives remarks at the #EveryChildALIVE 
launch 
   NEW YORK, 20 February 2018 - "Thank you for joining us as we launch “Every Child Alive” — 
our new campaign to end the tragedy of preventable child deaths. Thanks to many of the people 
in this room, more children are surviving to their fifth birthdays than at any time in history. But as 
we celebrate the progress achieved for the young citizens of the world, we must do more for the 
youngest of all: newborns."  
 
The war on children in Syria: Reports of mass casualties among children in Eastern 
Ghouta and Damascus 
   AMMAN, 20 February 2018- “No words will do justice to the children killed, their mothers, their 
fathers and their loved ones”[1].  
 
World is failing newborn babies, says UNICEF 
NEW YORK, 20 February 2018 – Global deaths of newborn babies remain alarmingly high, 
particularly among the world’s poorest countries, UNICEF said today in a new report on newborn 
mortality. Babies born in Japan, Iceland and Singapore have the best chance at survival, while 
newborns in Pakistan, the Central African Republic and Afghanistan face the worst odds.  
 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html 
Briefing Notes  
Libya: UNHCR increasingly concerned over long-time stranded Tawergha people 23 Feb 2018 
 
UNHCR shocked over reports of refugee deaths in Rwanda 23 Feb 2018 
 
UNHCR welcomes launch of birth certification for Malian refugees in Mbera camp 23 Feb 2018 
 
Press releases and news comments 
UN chiefs call for stepped-up support for vulnerable Syrians, refugees and host communities, amid 
escalating violence inside Syria 23 Feb 2018 

https://www.unicef.org/media/
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_102687.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_102687.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_102685.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_102683.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_102679.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_102679.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_102678.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_102678.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_102677.html
https://www.unicef.org/every-child-alive/?utm_campaign=Every_Child_Alive&utm_medium=email&utm_source=media#anchor_102590
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2018/2/5a8fde072d8/libya-unhcr-increasingly-concerned-long-time-stranded-tawergha-people.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2018/2/5a8fde6b4/unhcr-shocked-reports-refugee-deaths-rwanda.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2018/2/5a8fdda34/unhcr-welcomes-launch-birth-certification-malian-refugees-mbera-camp.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2018/2/5a9015584/un-chiefs-call-stepped-up-support-vulnerable-syrians-refugees-host-communities.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2018/2/5a9015584/un-chiefs-call-stepped-up-support-vulnerable-syrians-refugees-host-communities.html


   

 

 
UNHCR calls for calm and restraint after Rwanda refugee camp protests 22 Feb 2018 
 
UNHCR welcomes renewed commitment to protect refugees by Latin American and Caribbean 
states at key meeting 22 Feb 2018 
 
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
Selected Announcements 
UN Migration Agency Appeals for Nearly USD 194 Million to Help Syrians at Home, in 
Region 
2018-02-23 15:24 
   Geneva – IOM has launched an appeal for USD 193,767,960 to help 3 million Syrians affected 
by the conflict in Syria, Syrian refugees in the region and host communities. 
 
Six Months on, IOM Praises Joint Efforts, but Warns of New Challenges for Rohingya 
Response 
2018-02-23 15:22 
   Cox’s Bazar – It will be six months, this Sunday (25/02), since almost 700,000 Rohingya 
refugees fleeing violence in Myanmar started arriving in Bangladesh. 
 
6,000 Migrant Deaths Recorded in 2017, ‘Only a Fraction of the Real Number’ 
Worldwide: GMDAC 
2018-02-23 15:21 
   Berlin – IOM’s Missing Migrants Project (MMP) reports that 6,142 deaths and disappearances 
were recorded during migration globally last year, the third consecutive year that more than 6,000 
fatalities were recorded by the project. 
 
Mediterranean Migrant Arrivals Reach 9,768 in 2018; Deaths Reach 414 
2018-02-23 15:17 
   Geneva – IOM, the UN Migration Agency, reports that 9,768 migrants and refugees have 
entered Europe by sea through the first seven and a half weeks of 2018, with just over 53 per 
cent arriving in Italy and the remainder divided almost evenly between Greece and Spain. 
 
IOM’s GMDAC, European Commission to Create Big Data for Migration Alliance 
2018-02-20 15:39 
   Berlin – The European Commission Knowledge Centre on Migration and Demography (KCMD) 
and IOM’s Global Migration Data Analysis Centre (GMDAC) are planning to create a Big Data for 
Migration Alliance (BD4M) to address the challenges of having and exploiting migration data and 
to. 
 
 
UNAIDS [to 24 February 2018]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
23 February 2018 
UNAIDS’ Deputy Executive Director, Programme, not to seek renewal of his position 
   GENEVA, 23 February 2018—UNAIDS’ Deputy Executive Director, Programme, Luiz Loures, has 
communicated his wish to the UNAIDS Executive Director not to seek the renewal of his position 
as Assistant Secretary-General of the United Nations and Deputy Executive Director of UNAIDS. Dr 
Loures will end his term as Deputy Executive Director at the end of March 2018. 

http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2018/2/5a8e7d2a4/unhcr-calls-calm-restraint-rwanda-refugee-camp-protests.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2018/2/5a8e8e954/unhcr-welcomes-renewed-commitment-protect-refugees-latin-american-caribbean.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2018/2/5a8e8e954/unhcr-welcomes-renewed-commitment-protect-refugees-latin-american-caribbean.html
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases
http://www.iom.int/news/un-migration-agency-appeals-nearly-usd-194-million-help-syrians-home-region
http://www.iom.int/news/un-migration-agency-appeals-nearly-usd-194-million-help-syrians-home-region
http://www.iom.int/news/six-months-iom-praises-joint-efforts-warns-new-challenges-rohingya-response
http://www.iom.int/news/six-months-iom-praises-joint-efforts-warns-new-challenges-rohingya-response
http://www.iom.int/news/6000-migrant-deaths-recorded-2017-only-fraction-real-number-worldwide-gmdac
http://www.iom.int/news/6000-migrant-deaths-recorded-2017-only-fraction-real-number-worldwide-gmdac
https://missingmigrants.iom.int/
http://www.iom.int/news/mediterranean-migrant-arrivals-reach-9768-2018-deaths-reach-414
http://www.iom.int/news/ioms-gmdac-european-commission-create-big-data-migration-alliance
http://www.unaids.org/en
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/pressreleaseandstatementarchive/2018/february/20180223_unaids


   

 

   The Executive Director of UNAIDS, Michel Sidibé, has accepted the decision and conveyed the 
decision to the Secretary-General of the United Nations. Mr Sidibé also thanked Dr Loures for his 
22 years of dedicated service to UNAIDS… 
 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 24 February 2018] 
Latest news  
Europe observes a 4-fold increase in measles cases in 2017 compared to previous year 
Copenhagen, 19 February 2018 
   Measles has rebounded in the WHO European Region. The disease affected 21 315 people and 
caused 35 deaths in 2017, following a record low of 5273 cases in 2016. The WHO Regional Office 
for Europe has released new data for 2017 one day ahead of a health ministerial meeting on 
immunization in Montenegro on 20 February 2018. 
   “Every new person affected by measles in Europe reminds us that unvaccinated children and 
adults, regardless of where they live, remain at risk of catching the disease and spreading it to 
others who may not be able to get vaccinated. Over 20 000 cases of measles, and 35 lives lost in 
2017 alone, are a tragedy we simply cannot accept,” says Dr Zsuzsanna Jakab, WHO Regional 
Director for Europe. 
   “Elimination of both measles and rubella is a priority goal that all European countries have 
firmly committed to, and a cornerstone for achieving the health-related Sustainable Development 
Goals,” Dr Jakab continues. “This short-term setback cannot deter us from our commitment to be 
the generation that frees our children from these diseases once and for all.”.. 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO     
Selected Featured News 
:: WHO strategizes to address the worsening challenge of the malaria burden in South Sudan  
24 February 2018  
:: Sierra Leone maximizes protection against polio with Inactivated Polio Vaccine launch 
23 February 2018  
Today Sierra Leone officially introduced injectable polio vaccine (or… 
:: WHO and GAVI Alliance Partners along with the Ministry of Health strategizes to vaccinate over 
485 000 children under one year of age in 2018  22 February 2018  
Despite widespread conflict and insecurity, South Sudan has witnessed… 
:: Experts agree on guidelines to boost vaccine uptake through improved communication 
20 February 2018  Health experts from over 15 countries have begun a two-day meeting in… 
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
:: PAHO reminds international travelers to get vaccinated before traveling to areas with yellow 
fever (02/23/2018) 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
No new digest content identified. 
 
WHO European Region EURO  
::  12 European countries commit to greater efforts to protect people from vaccine-preventable 
diseases 23-02-2018  

http://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/sections/press-releases/2018/europe-observes-a-4-fold-increase-in-measles-cases-in-2017-compared-to-previous-year
http://www.afro.who.int/
http://www.afro.who.int/news/who-strategizes-address-worsening-challenge-malaria-burden-south-sudan
http://www.afro.who.int/news/who-strategizes-address-worsening-challenge-malaria-burden-south-sudan
http://www.afro.who.int/news/who-strategizes-address-worsening-challenge-malaria-burden-south-sudan
http://www.afro.who.int/news/sierra-leone-maximizes-protection-against-polio-inactivated-polio-vaccine-launch
http://www.afro.who.int/news/who-and-gavi-alliance-partners-along-ministry-health-strategizes-vaccinate-over-485-000
http://www.afro.who.int/news/who-and-gavi-alliance-partners-along-ministry-health-strategizes-vaccinate-over-485-000
http://www.afro.who.int/news/experts-agree-guidelines-boost-vaccine-uptake-through-improved-communication
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=466&Itemid=40108&lang=en
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=14117&Itemid=1926&lang=en
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=14117&Itemid=1926&lang=en
http://www.searo.who.int/
http://www.euro.who.int/
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/disease-prevention/vaccines-and-immunization/news/news/2018/2/12-european-countries-commit-to-greater-efforts-to-protect-people-from-vaccine-preventable-diseases2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/disease-prevention/vaccines-and-immunization/news/news/2018/2/12-european-countries-commit-to-greater-efforts-to-protect-people-from-vaccine-preventable-diseases2


   

 

:: European Region countries convene to boost emergency preparedness and response 20-02-
2018  
:: Portraits from Ukraine’s conflict line, where humanitarian assistance is most needed 20-02-2018  
:: South-eastern European countries meet to develop regional action plan 19-02-2018  
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
No new digest content identified. 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
:: Questions and answers on avian influenza 
  21 February 2018 — Avian influenza viruses normally spread between birds. However, some 
viruses have been found to infect humans. The primary risk factor for humans is exposure to 
infected live or dead poultry or contaminated environments, such as live bird markets. Read our 
Q&A to learn more. 
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2018/ 
22/01/18 
Agriculture Ministers support OIE commitment to shape the future of livestock 
Last Saturday, the 69 Ministers’ delegations participating in the 10th Global Forum for Food and 
Agriculture handed over a document with calls for action to the Directors general of the OIE and 
FAO in order to shape the future of a more sustainable, responsible and efficient livestock 
production. 
   22 January 2018, Paris - The Global Forum for Food and Agriculture ended on Saturday 20 
January 2018, in Berlin, Germany. At this occasion, the 69 Ministers of Agriculture participating in 
the Ministers’ conference handed over to Dr Monique Eloit, OIE Director General, and Mr. José 
Graziano da Silva, FAO Director General, a Communiqué listing actions to be implemented to 
shape the future of livestock.  
   The need to improve animal health and welfare was clearly stated, with four principal areas of 
work, namely: disease prevention and control, animal welfare management, fight against 
antimicrobial resistance, as well as capacity building.    
Read the full communiqué: "Shaping the future of livestock – sustainably, responsibly, efficiently" 
 
 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
Selected Press Releases/Announcements 
UN chiefs call for stepped-up support for vulnerable Syrians, refugees and host 
communities, amid escalating violence inside Syria 
   UN chiefs call for stepped-up support for vulnerable Syrians, refugees and host communities, 
amid escalating violence inside Syria    
Posted on February 23, 2018 
 
Syria Crisis: a Multipronged Approach to Increase Resilience 
   Statement of the UNDP Administrator to the Member States Briefing, Geneva    

http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/emergencies/pages/news/news/2018/2/european-region-countries-convene-to-boost-emergency-preparedness-and-response2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/emergencies/pages/news/news/2018/2/portraits-from-ukraines-conflict-line,-where-humanitarian-assistance-is-most-needed2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-policy/sustainable-development-goals/news/news/2018/02/south-eastern-europe-health-network-seehn
http://www.emro.who.int/
http://www.wpro.who.int/
http://www.wpro.who.int/entity/outbreaks_emergencies/avian_influenza_QA/en/index.html
http://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2018/
http://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/detail/article/agriculture-ministers-support-oie-commitment-to-shape-the-future-of-livestock/
http://www.oie.int/fileadmin/Home/eng/Media_Center/docs/pdf/Englisch_final.pdf
http://www.oie.int/fileadmin/Home/eng/Media_Center/docs/pdf/Englisch_final.pdf
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/announcements/2018/un-chiefs-call-for-stepped-up-support-for-vulnerable-syrians--re.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/announcements/2018/un-chiefs-call-for-stepped-up-support-for-vulnerable-syrians--re.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/speeches/2018/statement-of-the-undp-administrator-to-the-member-states-briefin.html


   

 

Posted on February 23, 2018 
 
 
UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 24 February 2018] 
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 

UN Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN)  [to 24 February 2018] 
http://unsdsn.org/news/ 
February 23, 2018 
Spanish Parliament uses SDG Index and Dashboards as National Reference Point 
   In December 2017, the Spanish Parliament passed a resolution that calls on the government to 
use the SDG Index and Dashboards to establish a baseline analysis of Spain’s SDG implementation 
gaps. The resolution comes in light of Spain’s commitment to carry out a Voluntary National 
Review for the High-Level Political Forum in 2018. 

 

 

UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division  [to 24 February 2018] 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/ 
Latest News 
Seventh meeting of the IAEG-SDGs 
   The seventh meeting of the Inter-agency and Expert Group on Sustainable Development Goal 
Indicators (IAEG-SDGs) will be held from 9 to 12 April 2018 in Vienna, Austria. The meeting will 
be hosted by the United Nations Industrial Development Organization  
 
 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 24 February 2018] 
 https://www.unenvironment.org/  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNISDR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.unisdr.org/archive 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
UN DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 24 February 2018] 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news.html 
23 February 2018, New York  
World makes great progress on energy access, but ambitious action needed to achieve 
sustainable energy goal by 2030, says UN 
   Remarkable progress has been made in broadening electricity access globally, but sustained 
political will and increased public and private finance are urgently needed to provide affordable 
and clean energy to the 1.2 billion people still living without access to electricity, a high-level 
United Nations conference concluded in Bangkok today. 
    According to the latest data, 85 per cent of the global population has access to basic electricity 
services, up from 73 per cent in 1990. This has been achieved largely through governments’ 
efforts in extending national grids, as well as off-grid decentralized solutions. 

http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/
http://unsdsn.org/news/
http://unsdsn.org/news/2018/02/23/spanish-parliament-uses-sdg-index-and-dashboards-as-national-reference-point/
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/meetings/iaeg-sdgs-meeting-07/
http://www.unep.org/newscentre/
http://www.unisdr.org/archive
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/sustainable/sdg7conference-summary.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/sustainable/sdg7conference-summary.html


   

 

   The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development has set out 17 Goals and 169 targets, which 
jointly constitute a comprehensive plan of action to eradicate poverty and ensure sustainable 
development. Recognizing the importance of energy for development, Sustainable Development 
Goal 7 (SDG7) has been established as the first-ever universal goal on energy, and includes 
targets for access, renewables and energy efficiency… 
 
 
UNESCO  [to 24 February 2018] 
http://en.unesco.org/news 
22 February 2018 
UNESCO commits to safeguarding Lake Chad 
   UNESCO will bring a preservation project focusing on research and the dissemination of 
knowledge, the rehabilitation of wetlands and wildlife corridors, and the promotion of sustainable 
income generating activities to the International Conference on Lake Chad, which will take place 
in Abuja (Nigeria) from 26 to 28 February. 
 
 
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 24 February 2018] 
http://unhabitat.org/media-centre/news/ 
Posted February 22, 2018 
Developing the Guiding Principles for Urban-Rural Linkages 
   Kuala Lumpur — On the sidelines of the World Urban Forum 9 in Kuala Lumpur some 28 
participants representing national and local authorities, several UN agencies, development 
partners, civil society organizations and academia actively contributed... 
 
 
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/ 
23-02-2018 
Save the seeds - and the living plants we eat and use 
   FAO's new Voluntary Guidelines for the Conservation and Sustainable Use of Crop Wild Relatives 
and Wild Food Plants outline how to craft technical rules and shepherd them into implementation 
and will help governments meet their international commitments. 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
Hunger uptick in Africa can be reversed 
   Speaking at the FAO regional conference for Africa, the Organization's Director-General José 
Graziano da Silva has expressed optimism that Zero Hunger remains attainable, but that doing so 
will require efforts to help communities better prepare and cope with weather-related shocks and 
conflict. 
22-02-2018 
 
Africa's prosperity also lies in creating decent and attractive jobs for rural youth 
   "Countries need to promote a rural and structural transformation that fosters synergies between 
farm and non-farm activities and that reinforces" the linkages between rural areas and cities, 
Graziano da Silva said. 

http://en.unesco.org/news
https://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-commits-safeguarding-lake-chad
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp
http://unhabitat.org/media-centre/news/
https://unhabitat.org/developing-the-guiding-principles-for-urban-rural-linkages/
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/1053481/icode/
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/1103262/icode/
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/1103385/icode/


   

 

22-02-2018 
 
Productive and healthy forests are crucial for meeting sustainable development, 
climate, land and biodiversity goals 
   Maintaining productive, diverse and healthy forests is crucial for achieving the Sustainable 
Development Goals but this can only be accomplished through political will and concerted action 
across sectors, stakeholders and institutions at all levels, said the international conference on 
halting deforestation today. 
22-02-2018 
 
Collaborative Partnership on Forests highlights the importance of halting 
deforestation for sustainable development 
   The FAO-hosted International Conference on Halting Deforestation organised by the 
Collaborative Partnership on Forests aims to promote dialogue across sectors and stakeholder 
groups on how to collectively achieve the globally agreed targets of halting deforestation and 
increasing forest cover. 
20-02-2018 
 
 
ILO International Labour Organization  [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm 
Blog 
Lebanon: Role play highlights rights and plights of domestic workers   
22 February 2018  
   Many people believe that domestic work is not ‘real work’ and that standard working conditions 
do not apply. An ILO project in Lebanon is successfully changing the attitudes of those who 
employ domestic workers. 
 
Global Commission on the Future of Work 
ILO Global Commission tackles the changes needed for a fair future of work for 
everyone   
20 February 2018  
   The Global Commission on the Future of Work convened for the second time at ILO 
headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland, 15-17 February. 
 
First employment centre at Jordan Refugee camp 
Job centre for Syrian refugees opens in Jordan camp   
19 February 2018  
   The ILO and UNHCR launch the Azraq Centre for Employment to help refugees access work 
permits and find employment. 
 
 
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/default.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IMO International Maritime Organization  [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 

http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/1103556/icode/
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/1103556/icode/
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/1102994/icode/
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/1102994/icode/
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm
https://iloblog.org/2018/02/22/lebanon-role-play-highlights-rights-and-plights-of-domestic-workers/
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_618190/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_618190/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/beirut/media-centre/news/WCMS_618068/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx


   

 

 
WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 24 February 2018] 
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html 
23 February 2018  
Global manufacturing recovers with sustained growth in industrialized and developing 
economies, says UNIDO report 
   VIENNA, - Global manufacturing is showing clear signs of recovery following the recession 
observed in recent years. World manufacturing value added (MVA) rose by 3.5 percent in 2017, 
the highest rate in last seven years, according to The International Yearbook of Industrial 
Statistics 2018 released by the United Nations Industrial Development Organizations (UNIDO).  
 
 
International Organization for Standardization (ISO)  [to 24 February 2018] 
https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 24 February 2018] 
http://media.unwto.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CBD  Convention on Biological Diversity [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.cbd.int/press-releases/  
19 February 2018  
Nominations open for The MIDORI Prize for Biodiversity 2018 
– Nominations are now invited for the MIDORI Prize for Biodiversity 2018. The call for 
nominations remains open until 15 June 2018. 
 
:::::: 
 
USAID [to 24 February 2018] 
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information 
Selected Press Releases 
USAID Administrator Green Participates in the U.S.-UK Strategic Dialogue on 
Development  
February 20, 2018 
READOUT 
   U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) Administrator Mark Green met yesterday in 
London with the UK Secretary of State for International Development, the Right Honourable 
Penny Mordaunt, M.P., for the United States-UK Strategic Dialogue on Development. 

https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html
https://www.unido.org/news/global-manufacturing-recovers-sustained-growth-industrialized-and-developing-economies-says-unido-report
https://www.unido.org/news/global-manufacturing-recovers-sustained-growth-industrialized-and-developing-economies-says-unido-report
https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/
http://media.unwto.org/news
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/
http://www.cbd.int/press-releases/
https://www.cbd.int/doc/press/2018/pr-2018-02-19-MIDORI-en.pdf
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/02-20-2018-usaid-administrator-green-participates-us-uk-strategic-dialogue
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/02-20-2018-usaid-administrator-green-participates-us-uk-strategic-dialogue


   

 

 
USAID and DFID Launch Humanitarian Grand Challenge  
February 19, 2018 
   Today, the Administrator of the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), 
Ambassador Mark Green, and the Secretary of State for the Department for International 
Development (DFID) of the United Kingdom, The Right Honourable Penny Mordaunt, launched the 
first-ever Humanitarian Grand Challenge at the Overseas Development Institute in London. 
 
 
DFID  [to 24 February 2018] 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development 
Selected Press Releases 
Middle East Minister condemns violence against innocent Syrians as new report 
reveals 9 in 10 live in daily fear   
22 February 2018  DFID  Press release 
 
 
ECHO  [to 24 February 2018] 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news 
20/02/2018 
EU supports the victims of cyclone Gita in Tonga 
  The European Commission has mobilised its emergency assistance tools following significant 
damage caused by tropical cyclone Gita in the South Pacific, in particular the islands of 
Tonga.Initial emergency assistance of €100 000 has been provided to...  
 
20/02/2018 
Statement by Commissioner Christos Stylianides and the High Representative/Vice 
President Federica Mogherini on the humanitarian situation in Eastern Ghouta and 
Idlib, Syria 
   "The humanitarian situation in parts of Syria, in particular in the de-escalation areas of Eastern 
Ghouta and Idlib, has deteriorated significantly over the past eight weeks with hundreds of 
innocent victims, including many women and children… 
 
:::::: 
 
African Union [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.au.int/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
  
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations  [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.asean.org/news 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
ASEAN launches cultural heritage digital archiving project 
   JAKARTA, 22 February 2018 - The ASEAN Cultural Heritage Digital Archive (ACHDA) project was 
launched  this week to present ASEAN’s cultural heritage on one website, making it possible for 
the public to access some of ASEAN’s museum collections more easily. The online portal will 
consolidate select digital archives of cultural heritage including artefacts, old documents [...] 

https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/usaid-and-dfid-launch-humanitarian-grand-challenge
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development
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http://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/statement-commissioner-christos-stylianides-and-high-representativevice-president-federica_en
http://www.au.int/
http://www.asean.org/news
http://asean.org/asean-launches-cultural-heritage-digital-archiving-project/


   

 

 
 
European Commission [to 24 February 2018] 
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1 
23/02/2018   
EU mobilises the international community for Africa's Sahel region  
   Press release Brussels, 23 February 2018 Significant political, security and development support 
were mobilised today for Africa's Sahel region. The International High Level Conference on the 
Sahel, co-chaired today by the European Union, the United Nations, the African Union and the G5 
Sahel group of countries (Burkina.. 
 
 
OECD  [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/publicationsdocuments/bydate/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Organization of American States (OAS)   [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.oas.org/en/ 
February 24, 2018 
OAS Permanent Council Approves Resolution on the Latest Events in Venezuela 
 
February 21, 2018 
RESOLUTION Inter-American Week For Indigenous Peoples 
 
February 21, 2018 
RESOLUTION Inter-American Week For People Of African Descent In The Americas 
 
 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 24 February 2018] 
https://www.oic-oci.org/home/?lan=en 
21/02/2018  
Al-Othaimeen calls for the accelerated implementation of a plan for children 
protection in the Islamic world 
   The Secretary General of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation, His Excellency Dr. Yousef Ibn 
Ahmed Al-Othaimeen, called for the necessity to spare no efforts to protect children in the Islamic 
world and to take responsibility for urgent action to end their suffering. He stressed the need to 
accelerate the implementation of the Organization's plans to safeguard the rights of children. The 
fourth session of the Ministerial Conference on Children, held in Azerbaijan in November 2013 
adopted an action plan to address many challenges, including children's right to education, 
adequate health care, protection from abuse and violence, forced labour, and the fight against 
child recruitment and trafficking. 
 
21/02/2018 
OIC Stresses Vital Role of Media in Refuting Islamophobic and Extremist Discourse 
   The Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) stressed the vital role of media in refuting 
Islamophobic and extremist discourse, noting that there must be a united stand against all forms 
of terrorisms and manifestations of Islamopobia, which threaten world peace and societal fabrics 
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of nations, during the International Conference on the theme of “Media for World Harmony – Role 
of Media in Combating Terrorism & Islamophobia”.  
 
 
Group of 77  [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.g77.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
UNCTAD  [to 24 February 2018] 
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Customs Organization – WCO  [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.wcoomd.org/ 
23 February 2018  
WCO addresses the UN Security Council's Counter-Terrorism Committee  
 
New WCO Counter-Terrorism Initiative for West and Central Africa to be funded by Japan  
 
Latest edition of WCO News now available  
 
22 February 2018  
WCO provides strategic support to the Guyana Revenue Authority (GRA)  
 
21 February 2018  
74th WCO Fellowship Programme concludes  
 
Over 41,000 artefacts seized in global operation targeting trafficking of cultural goods  
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
 
WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives] 
22 February 2018 
Trade Facilitation Agreement marks first anniversary since entry into force 
   The Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA) marked its first anniversary since its entry into force on 
22 February 2017 with WTO members making significant strides towards its implementation. WTO 
Director-General Roberto Azevêdo said members continue to work to fully implement the 
Agreement, which will benefit particularly developing and least developed countries... 
 
:::::: 
 
IPU  Inter-Parliamentary Union   [to 24 February 2018] 
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 

http://www.g77.org/
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx
http://www.wcoomd.org/
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/media/newsroom/2018/february/wco-addresses-the-un-security-councils-counter-terrorism-committee.aspx
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/media/newsroom/2018/february/new-wco-counter-terrorism-initiative-for-west-and-central-africa-to-be-funded-by-japan.aspx
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/media/newsroom/2018/february/latest-edition-of-wco-news-now-available.aspx
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/media/newsroom/2018/february/wco-provides-strategic-support-to-the-guyana-revenue-authority-gra.aspx
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/media/newsroom/2018/february/74th-wco-fellowship-programme-concludes.aspx
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/media/newsroom/2018/february/over-41-000-artefacts-seized-in-global-operation-targeting-trafficking-of-cultural-goods.aspx
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news18_e/fac_22feb18_e.htm
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases


   

 

 
International Court of Justice  [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Criminal Court (ICC)  [to 24 February 2018] 
Trying individuals for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/ 
19 February 2018 
ICC Prosecutor, Mrs Fatou Bensouda, participated in the 54th edition of the Munich 
Security Conference: “Accountability for Rome Statute crimes is an essential 
component of promoting human security” 
   …"As we approach the 20th anniversary of the adoption of the Rome Statute, we must recall 
that atrocity crimes threaten the peace, security and well-being of the world.  It is therefore 
critical that in global security discussions, this recognition is increasingly mainstreamed", said 
Prosecutor Bensouda. "Full support for the investigation and prosecution of atrocity crimes at the 
domestic and international levels is necessary if we hope to curb the devastating impact of conflict 
on civilian lives.  Accountability for Rome Statute crimes is an essential component of promoting 
human security."… 
 
:::::: 
 
World Bank [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week]  
Cybersecurity, cyber-risk and financial sector regulation and supervision 
   The threat and impact of cyberattacks on the financial sector is increasing, and financial sector 
authorities are increasingly looking to address cyber risk and cybersecurity. Customers of financial 
services...  
Date: February 24, 2018 Type: Brief  
 
The Sahel Alliance Officially Announces the Implementation of Over 500 Projects for a 
Total Amount of EUR 6bn to be Disbursed Between 2018 and 2022 
   BRUSSELS, 23 February 2018 – During the International High-Level Conference on the Sahel, 
the founding members of the Sahel Alliance – France, Germany, the EU, the World Bank, the 
African Development Bank...  
Date: February 23, 2018 Type: Press Release 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
Roma Sounding Board Statement on Abolition of Roma Slavery Day 
   February 20, 2018 marks the 162nd anniversary of the abolition of Roma slavery in the 
Romanian principalities. Understanding and raising public awareness of Roma history and how it 
still impacts today’s...  
Date: February 20, 2018 Type: Statement  
 
 
IMF  [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article 
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[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week]  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
African Development Bank Group  [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Africa-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
Adesina urges America to support African agriculture as a business 
   22/02/2018 - The President of the African Development Bank, Dr. Akinwumi Adesina has made 
a strong case for increased American and global investments to help unlock Africa's agriculture 
potential. 
 
African Development Bank Board Approves Rockefeller Foundation Trust Fund with 
initial US$ 3 million to support the High 5s 
   21/02/2018 – The Board of Directors of the African Development Bank Group has approved the 
establishment of a Rockefeller Trust Fund to be hosted by the Bank. 
 
 
Asian Development Bank  [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.adb.org/news/releases 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of •  •   
23 February 2018 
ADB, B.Grimm Power Expand Support for Renewable Energy in ASEAN 
   ADB today signed a loan equivalent of up to $235 million with B.Grimm Power Public Company 
Limited, one of the largest power producers in Thailand, to develop and enhance renewable 
energy capacity in member countries of ASEAN. 
 
 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank   [to 24 February 2018] 
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 24 February 2018] 
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news 
20 Feb 2018 
IPAF Call for Proposals 2018 
   Established in 2006, the IFAD’s Indigenous Peoples Assistance Facility (IPAF) is a unique facility 
based on the principle of Indigenous Peoples' self-determined development within the framework 
of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. It funds small projects that indigenous 
peoples' communities and their organizations design themselves and that build on their culture, 
knowledge, natural resources, and human rights. The Facility provides small grants of US$ 20,000 
to US$ 50,000 to small projects designed and implemented by Indigenous Peoples' communities 
and their organizations. 
   The 2018-2021 grant will finance the fifth cycle of IPAF. 
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   The grant will support up to 35 demand-driven projects by Indigenous Peoples' communities 
through the co-management of partner organizations in Asia, Africa, Latin America and the 
Caribbean. 
   This new IPAF cycle will focus on indigenous youth and prioritize projects which build their 
capacities, develop niche markets and promote indigenous farming systems as a viable and 
attractive economic activity for youth. The grant will finance projects that will increase the 
empowerment of indigenous peoples in four areas: 
:: food security and nutrition 
:: access and rights to land territories and resources 
:: access to market 
:: climate change mitigation and adaptation 
  

 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 

:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
   We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new research 
and major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, collaborations, and 
initiatives across the human rights, humanitarian response and development spheres of action.  
   This Watch section is intended to be indicative, not exhaustive. We will not include fund raising 
announcements, programs, events or appeals, and generally not include content which is primarily 
photo-documentation or video in format. 
 
 
Action Contre la Faim – Action Against Hunger  [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/en 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 24 February 2018] 
http://amref.org/news/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Aravind Eye Care System  [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.aravind.org/default/currentnewscontent 
No new digest content identified. 
 
  
BRAC  [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.brac.net/#news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CARE International  [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases 
21st Feb 2018     
Statement from CARE International 
   CARE International works around the globe to save lives, defeat poverty and achieve social 
justice. Because of our mission and our focus on women and girls, we are deeply committed to 
building a world where violence, harassment and abuse against anyone is not tolerated. 
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[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
One year on from famine declaration, more South Sudanese are going hungry 
 20th Feb 2018    South Sudan  
   Aid flow drastically reduces despite increasing humanitarian needs 
 
CARE’s partners halt aid distribution in Eastern Ghouta due to heavy airstrikes 
 20th Feb 2018    Syria  
   “The situation in Eastern Ghouta is more critical than ever" 
 
Bangladesh: Six months after the refugee influx from Myanmar 
 19th Feb 2018    Bangladesh  
   Six months after more than 688,000 refugees from Myanmar fled from mass violence to 
neighboring Bangladesh 
 
 
Clubhouse International  [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 24 February 2018] 
https://www.drc.dk/news 
22.02.2018 
Joint statement on the ongoing violence and humanitarian needs in Eastern Ghouta in 
Syria 
    Read joint statement by Syria INGO Regional Forum, which comprises 65 international 
organisations providing assistance to those affected by the conflict in Syria and the Danish 
Refugee Council is a member of. 
  
 
ECPAT  [to 24 February 2018]  
http://www.ecpat.net/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Fountain House  [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Humanity & Inclusion  [nee Handicap International]  [to 24 February 2018]  
http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases 
February 22, 2018 11:03 AM  
Humanity & Inclusion condemns unending bombardment of besieged eastern Ghouta  
 
 
Heifer International  [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases.html 
February 20, 2018  
Heifer International Board of Directors Names Thomas Kemper as Member  
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LITTLE ROCK, Ark.  
   Heifer International's Board of Directors has announced the election of Thomas Kemper as an 
at-large delegate to its 18-member board. Kemper will serve a minimum three-year term for the 
nonprofit whose mission is to end hunger and poverty while caring for the Earth.  
 
 
HelpAge International  [to 24 February 2018]  
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
ICRC  [to 24 February 2018] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports  
23-02-2018 | Statement  
Taking action to prevent and address staff misconduct  
   Statement from ICRC Director-General Yves Daccord Is the International Committee of the Red 
Cross serious about the issue of sexual misconduct by its personnel? 
 
ICRC Director-General: “Missing people issue is a humanitarian issue”  
   The ICRC is intensifying efforts to find out what happened to the people who went missing in 
the former Yugoslavia during the conflicts of the 1990s 
22-02-2018 | News release  
 
Syria: Restraint, humanitarian access badly needed in Damascus  
   In Eastern Ghouta, we are calling for restraint and access to the wounded after the deadly 
escalation of fighting that has hit Damascus in recent days 
21-02-2018 | News release  
 
Yemen: City’s architectural connection to Islam at risk as fighting nears 
   As fighting along Yemen's Red Sea coast continues, an appeal to all parties to the conflict to 
protect and respect Zabid, a World Heritage Site 
20-02-2018 | News release  
 
 
IFRC   [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/press-releases/ 
Africa, Niger 
“It’s not a choice between security and dignity” – IFRC President on suffering of 
migrants in Niger 
   Niamey/Nairobi/Geneva, 22 February 2018 – Policies that prioritize control at the expense of the 
safety and dignity of migrants can be cruel, counterproductive, and contribute to increased 
suffering among people making their way towards the north Afric … 
22 February 2018 
 
Asia Pacific, Bangladesh 
Rakhine crisis: A generation of children risk losing their future, warns IFRC 
   More than 380,000 children risk losing their future as the situation in southeast Bangladesh 
threatens to become a prolonged crisis. 
20 February 2018 
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IRC  International Rescue Committee  [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 
Selected Press Releases & Statements 
Statement 
IRC reacts to UN Security Council vote for Syria ceasefire—should be judged by “deeds 
not words” 
February 24, 2018  
 
Press Release  
Yemen: Saudi “aid” plan is war tactic 
February 22, 2018  
 
Press Release  
Civilians terrified and sheltering for their lives in basements and dug out make-shift 
shelters as attacks intensify in Eastern Ghouta 
February 20, 2018  
 
 
IRCT  [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.irct.org/ 
News 23 Feb 2018  
IRCT launches global indicators initiative  
   This month, the IRCT launched a global project to develop national indicators on torture victims’ 
right to rehabilitation with national consultation workshops in Uganda and South Africa. The 
project is implemented in partnership with the International Center for Health and Human Rights 
(ICHHR) and aims to enable IRCT members to better guide their states in the implementation of 
torture victims’ right to rehabilitation and measure their effectiveness. 
   “Contextualized indicators provide a tool to help realise the right to rehabilitation - the indicator 
framework provides a road map and can help rehabilitation providers and states to understand 
whether we are moving in the right direction and what more we can do to support torture victims 
to rebuild their lives", said Professor Nimisha Patel, of the ICHHR who has developed the global 
indicator framework, which is the basis for the national indicator systems. 
   IRCT members ACTV and CSVR brought together a broad spectrum of actors working with 
torture victims in workshops in Kampala and Johannesburg to share what is most important in 
measuring rehabilitation within their respective countries. These workshops produced elaborate 
commentary from the two countries’ foremost rehabilitation experts on what needs to be 
improved and how we can best measure it… 
 
 
Islamic Relief   [to 24 February 2018]  
http://www.islamic-relief.org/ 
[Undated] 
Eastern Ghouta Crisis 
Several hundred people killed in the eastern Ghouta region of Damascus, Syria. 
   According to the UN 346 civilians have been killed and 878 others have been injured. The UN 
Secretary General, Antonio Guterres, has called for an immediate end to the hostilities and 
described the situation in eastern Ghouta as “hell on Earth”. 
   Military offensives taking place in Syria over the last few weeks has worsened the humanitarian 
situation. Since 2013, about 400,000 people have been living under a government-imposed siege 
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in this region. Children make up half of the population of eastern Ghouta and they are bearing the 
brunt of these attacks. 
   Islamic Relief (IR) is working in eastern Ghouta through screened local partners. We have been 
supporting the besieged communities with non-food items like blankets, sheets, buckets, 
containers for water, cooking items, and soap. We have also been providing fuel for heating to 
help people deal with the bitter cold winter… 
 
 
Landsea   [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified.  
 
 
Medecins du Monde   [to 24 February 2018]  
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/ 
No new digest content identified.  
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 24 February 2018]  
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/news-stories/press/press-releases 
Press release 
Syria: Mass Casualties in Eastern Ghouta as 13 Medical Facilities are Hit and 
Lifesaving Supplies are Blocked by Siege 
February 21, 2018 
   BRUSSELS/NEW YORK—Thirteen hospitals and clinics that receive support from Doctors Without 
Borders/Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) have been damaged or destroyed over the past three 
days amid an extraordinary increase in bombing and shelling over the Syrian enclave of Eastern 
Ghouta, MSF said today. Meanwhile, lifesaving medical supplies urgently needed to treat mass 
casualties are being restricted by the ongoing siege on the area. 
 
 
Mercy Corps [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
Syria, February 22, 2018 
New Mercy Corps Report: Nearly Two-Thirds Of Syrians Have Lost Jobs From Conflict  
But research shows how civilians have learned to adapt  
   PORTLAND, ORE. – Syrians are adapting to the conflict raging throughout their country by 
finding new jobs, putting young people and women to work and relying on friends and social 
networks to feed, clothe and shelter their families, according to a two-year survey by the global 
organization Mercy Corps 
   “Before help arrives, people living through war are left to their own devices, trying to cope 
against all odds,” says Vaidehi Krishnan, a report co-author. “Many of them found ways to learn 
new skills and adapt to new ways of earning a living.”  
   Conflict is still widespread, with individuals reporting an average of two conflict incidents per 
week, and two-thirds of those surveyed losing their jobs. However, more than one third were able 
to find new sources of income, ranging from animal husbandry to teaching to cell phone repair.       
The survey also found:  
   :: Two-thirds of households do not have secure access to food despite three-quarters of 
households receiving humanitarian support in the past year.  
   :: Terror is pervasive. Nine out of ten people live in daily fear for their own safety and that of 
their families’ safety.  
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However, the research also shows what is possible:  
  :: Despite the widespread impact of the conflict, one-third of Syrians are finding ways to adapt 
their lives and livelihoods.  
  :: The percentage of young people working (26 percent) is more than double what it was prior 
to the conflict.  
   :: Households with access to functioning markets were more likely to find a new source of 
income… 
 
Syria, February 22, 2018 
Medical and humanitarian organizations use Three Billboards to call on UN to stop 
violence in Syria  
 
 
Operation Smile  [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office 
Program Schedule 
Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve every 
opportunity for safe surgical care.  
 
 
OXFAM [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases 
19 February 2018 
Oxfam releases report into allegations of sexual misconduct in Haiti 
   A full copy of Oxfam's final internal report into allegations of sexual misconduct and other 
unacceptable behaviour during Oxfam’s humanitarian response to the 2010 Haiti earthquake has 
been made public today. 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
 
Norwegian Refugee Council   [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.nrc.no/ 
Published 23. Feb 2018  
Increased internal displacement in Colombia 
   In Caceres, Colombia, 1,484 people have been displaced as a result of violence between armed 
groups. The Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) urgently calls for the protection of the indigenous 
and rural populations who have been seriously affected by the recent violence.  
 
Published 23. Feb 2018  
Millions of people in the Lake Chad Basin region remain in desperate need of aid 
One year after Oslo Conference funds forestalled famine, the Lake Chad Basin crisis still demands 
the world’s attention.  
Statement from the international NGO community in Nigeria: 
Although the four governments have claimed victory over the non-state armed groups operating 
in the area, people in the Lake Chad region continue to feel the devastating effects of fighting 
that has driven millions of people from their homes and made them dependent on relief services. 
More than two million people in the region remain displaced: some live in congested areas with no 
access to basic services such as food, water and shelter; others have settled with host 
communities, who are among the world’s poorest people. Since October 2017, 50,000 people 
have fled their homes in northeast Nigeria due to the ongoing conflict. 
 

https://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/medical-and-humanitarian-organizations-use-three-billboards-call-un-stop
https://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/medical-and-humanitarian-organizations-use-three-billboards-call-un-stop
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office
http://www.operationsmile.org/approach/program-schedule
http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases
https://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases/2018-02-19/oxfam-releases-report-allegations-sexual-misconduct-haiti
http://www.nrc.no/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2018/february/increased-internal-displacement-in-colombia/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2018/february/millions-of-people-in-the-lake-chad-basin-region-remain-in-desperate-need-of-aid/


   

 

While many people displaced from their homes in these areas of Borno State are eager to return, 
continuing insecurity, coupled with the risk to internally displaced persons (IDPs) and returnees 
encountering dangerous explosive remnants of war, and lack of basic services like health and 
education makes this currently unrealistic. Direct targeting, abductions and killing of civilians - 
including the use of women and children as person-borne improvised explosive devices (PBIEDs)- 
and retaliatory military offensives have created a climate of fear, distrust and abuse. Women and 
girls are particularly vulnerable to sexual violence and exploitation with more than a thousand 
cases reported to just one protection agency in northeast Nigeria; many more likely remain 
unreported due to stigmatization and fear of reprisal. 
 
2017 showed that famine could be averted in Nigeria, in part thanks to the success of the Oslo 
Conference in ensuring the humanitarian funding needed to tackle extreme hunger. However, the 
food security and nutrition situation remains extremely fragile across the four countries, 
exacerbated by cycles of disease outbreaks such as cholera and Hepatitis E. Without maintaining 
and expanding food and livelihood assistance, it is estimated that nearly four million people in 
Nigeria will become critically food insecure in the lean season of 2018. Two million people are 
already food insecure across Cameroon, Niger and Chad. Over half a million children already 
suffer from malnutrition, most of them in northeast Nigeria, with no sign of that rate decreasing. 
 
In the past year, humanitarian actors were able to expand their reach and delivery of assistance, 
but barriers to movement remain in many places, preventing assistance from reaching hundreds 
of thousands of the most vulnerable people. An estimated 930,000 people remain hard to reach 
by international humanitarian actors in north east Nigeria. Obstacles include insecurity, restrictions 
by authorities and logistical challenges. These have left people in large parts of northeast Nigeria, 
most of the islands of the Lake in Chad, and some areas in Niger without access to the aid they 
need. 
 
The Lake Chad crisis is far from being resolved, and the situation requires increased political and 
financial attention from the governments of region and the international community. Lives and 
livelihoods are at stake and more must be done to meet the basic needs and ensure the safety 
and dignity of vulnerable women, men and children 
Signing NGOs presented as logos only 
 
 
Pact  [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.pactworld.org/ 
February 20, 2018 
Shae Thot project prepares communities in rural Myanmar to lead the way forward  
   The U.S. Agency for International Development’s (USAID) US$70-million Shae Thot – or The 
Way Forward – project, led by Pact, is ending in March having reduced maternal and child 
mortality, improved food security, increased access to safe water and advanced hygiene, and 
strengthened community institutions in Myanmar’s central Dry Zone and Kayah State. 
   “Shae Thot has helped thousands of communities and hundreds of thousands of people,” said 
USAID Mission Director Teresa McGhie. “The project’s scope has been significant – working with 
people to live healthier, more productive lives, and empowering villages to achieve communal 
goals. This is why USAID is so proud of Shae Thot’s success.” 
   Shae Thot has worked in more than 2,800 villages across 23 Dry Zone and Kayah State 
townships since 2011. It has reached 1.34 million people through its health work, improving 
children’s health and nutrition, providing mobile-clinic services to thousands, increasing the 
percentage of women giving birth with skilled midwives in attendance, and providing hygiene 
education to stop the spread of disease… 

http://www.pactworld.org/
http://www.pactworld.org/news/shae-thot-project-prepares-communities-rural-myanmar-lead-way-forward


   

 

 
 
Partners In Health  [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.pih.org/blog 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
PATH  [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.path.org/news/index.php 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Plan International  [to 24 February 2018] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Save The Children [to 24 February 2018] 
https://www.savethechildren.net/news 
Selected Press Releases 
Saturday 24 February 2018  
Six months on: New report reveals extent of fear and distress experienced by 
Rohingya children who fled to Bangladesh  
   Wild elephants and snakes, violent men lurking in the forest and human traffickers on the prowl 
during the night. These are among the most pressing fears identified by Rohingya children who 
fled fighting in Myanmar to Bangladesh, according to a new report launched today by Save the 
Children, World Vision and Plan International to coincide with the six month mark of the crisis. 
 
Thursday 22 February 2018  
Medical and Humanitarian organizations use Three Billboards to call on UN to stop 
violence in Syria  
   A coalition of medical and humanitarian organizations, some working inside besieged Eastern 
Ghouta, have urged the United Nations Security Council to vote for an immediate cessation of 
hostilities to allow urgent humanitarian assistance to all areas in need in Syria. 
 
Tuesday 20 February 2018  
“It feels like the end of the world” Families in Eastern Ghouta shelter from intense 
bombing  
 
 
SOS-Kinderdorf International  [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/about-sos/press/press-releases 
Syria – 21 February 2018  
Training and building capacity are vital to trauma healing 
An SOS Children’s Villages psychologist explains the impact wars and disasters have on children 
and their families 
    Teresa Ngigi is a psychologist who will help train a mental health and psychological and social 
support team for SOS Children’s Villages Syria as part of its emergency response. SOS Children’s 
Villages has built on its more than 30 years of experiencing in Syria to provide care and support 
for children and families affected by the war, which began on 15 March 2011. 
   Ms Ngigi, who holds a doctorate in psychology, talks about the impact of trauma and the role 

http://www.pih.org/blog
http://www.path.org/news/index.php
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre
https://www.savethechildren.net/news
https://www.savethechildren.net/article/six-months-new-report-reveals-extent-fear-and-distress-experienced-rohingya-children-who
https://www.savethechildren.net/article/six-months-new-report-reveals-extent-fear-and-distress-experienced-rohingya-children-who
https://www.savethechildren.net/sites/default/files/Childhood%20Interrupted%20Non-embargoed%20low%20res.pdf
https://www.savethechildren.net/article/medical-and-humanitarian-organizations-use-three-billboards-call-un-stop-violence-syria
https://www.savethechildren.net/article/medical-and-humanitarian-organizations-use-three-billboards-call-un-stop-violence-syria
https://www.savethechildren.net/article/it-feels-end-world-families-eastern-ghouta-shelter-intense-bombing
https://www.savethechildren.net/article/it-feels-end-world-families-eastern-ghouta-shelter-intense-bombing
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/about-sos/press/press-releases
https://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/news/syrian-civil-war-trauma-healing


   

 

child friendly spaces can play in providing care for children affected by war, dislocation and 
disasters. She previously trained mental health specialists at SOS Children’s Villages Sierra Leone 
and was part of the emergency team responding to the landslide near Freetown in August 2017… 
 
 
Tostan  [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.tostan.org 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Women for Women International  [to 24 February 2018]  
http://www.womenforwomen.org/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Vision  [to 24 February 2018] 
http://wvi.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
::::: 
 
Center for Media Ethics and Responsibility/CMFR   [to 24 February 2018] 
http://cmfr-phil.org/media-ethics-responsibility/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Electronic Frontiers Foundation 
https://www.eff.org/ 
Deeplinks Blog by Katharine Trendacosta | February 23, 2018  
San Francisco: Building Community Broadband to Protect Net Neutrality and Online 
Privacy 
   Like many cities around the country, San Francisco is considering an investment in community 
broadband infrastructure: high-speed fiber that would make Internet access cheaper and better 
for city residents. Community broadband can help alleviate a number of issues with Internet 
access that we see all over America today. Many... 
 
Deeplinks Blog by Vera Ranieri | February 23, 2018  
The Federal Circuit Should Not Allow Patents on Inventions that Should Belong to the 
Public 
One of the most fundamental aspects of patent law is that patents should only be awarded for 
new inventions. That is, not only does someone have to invent something new to them in order to 
receive a patent, is must also be a new to the world. If someone independently... 
 
 
Freedom House [to 24 February 2018] 
https://freedomhouse.org/news 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Research 
Press Releases 
Ukraine: Assault on Activists a Sign of Worsening Environment 
February 23, 2018 

https://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/where-we-help/africa/sierra-leone
http://www.tostan.org/latest-news
http://www.womenforwomen.org/press-releases
http://wvi.org/newsroom
http://cmfr-phil.org/media-ethics-responsibility/
https://www.eff.org/
https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2018/02/san-francisco-building-community-broadband-protect-net-neutrality-and-online
https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2018/02/san-francisco-building-community-broadband-protect-net-neutrality-and-online
https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2018/01/community-broadband-privacy-access-and-local-control
https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2018/02/federal-circuit-should-not-allow-patents-inventions-should-belong-public
https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2018/02/federal-circuit-should-not-allow-patents-inventions-should-belong-public
https://freedomhouse.org/news
https://freedomhouse.org/article/ukraine-assault-activists-sign-worsening-environment


   

 

   Anti-corruption and civic activists in Rivne experienced a series of attacks this 
week, contributing to an increasingly hostile environment in Ukraine for investigative journalists 
and local NGOs. 
 
Australia: Undermining Encryption Creates Unacceptable Security Risks 
Feb 21 2018 - 3:17pm 
    Weakening internet users’ privacy to aid law enforcement would likely do more harm than 
good. 
 
Bangladesh Should Legalize SIM Cards for Rohingya Refugees 
Feb 20 2018 - 2:50pm 
   Thousands of Rohingya refugees are denied internet access because Bangladesh requires 
mobile users to register with their national identity documents. 
 
 
Transparency International  [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases/ 
21 Feb 2018  
Corruption Perceptions Index 2017 shows high corruption burden in more than two-
thirds of countries 
   Analysis of results from Transparency International finds crackdowns on NGOs and media are 
associated with higher levels of corruption.  
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
::::: 
 
ChildFund Alliance  [to 24 February 2018] 
https://childfundalliance.org/ 
February 20, 2018 / In the News 
‘Solutions Summit’ highlights need for research to end violence by 2030 
   Global leaders and researchers gathered in Stockholm last week for the first Agenda 2030 
Solutions Summit to End Violence Against Children. The summit brought together governments, 
UN organisations and non-intergovernmental organisations, civil society, the private sector, 
academics, and children to design and share bold solutions for preventing and responding to 
violence against children as part of the Sustainable Development Goals Agenda 2030 
commitments. 
 
 
CONCORD  [to 24 February 2018] 
http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre 
 [Action Aid, Age International, British Red Cross, CAFOD, Care International, Christian Aid, 
Concern Worldwide, Islamic Relief, Oxfam, Plan UK, Save the Children, Tearfund and World  
23/02/2018  
DEC welcomes better action on safeguarding  
   The DEC works with its members – 13 of the UK’s leading aid agencies – to improve standards 
in delivering humanitarian aid, including safeguarding. 

https://freedomhouse.org/blog/australia-undermining-encryption-creates-unacceptable-security-risks
https://freedomhouse.org/blog/bangladesh-should-legalize-sim-cards-rohingya-refugees
http://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases/
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressrelease/corruption_perceptions_index_2017_shows_high_corruption_burden_in_more_than
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressrelease/corruption_perceptions_index_2017_shows_high_corruption_burden_in_more_than
https://childfundalliance.org/
https://childfundalliance.org/news-and-views/in-the-news/381-solutions-summit-highlights-need-for-research-to-end-violence-by-2030
http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre
https://www.dec.org.uk/press-release/dec-welcomes-better-action-on-safeguarding


   

 

 
23/02/2018  
DEC statement: Karen Brown  
   Karen Brown has stepped down as a trustee of the Disasters Emergency Committee (DEC) and 
has withdrawn from becoming the next chair. Karen, a former chair of Oxfam GB, became a 
trustee of the DEC in November 2017 and was due to become chair in March this year. 
 
 
The Elders  [to 24 February 2018] 
http://theelders.org/news-media 
News 22 February 2018  
Ban Ki-moon: A decisive UNSC is needed now more than ever 
   Addressing the UN Security Council on 21 February, Ban Ki-moon called on members to swap 
rhetoric for action to ensure it delivers on its mandate to maintain international peace and 
security. 
 
Opinion 20 February 2018  
Walk together in Mandela's footsteps for justice 
   Ricardo Lagos warns of the danger to democracy when justice and the rule of law are 
accessible only to the wealthy and powerful. Noting numerous regional elections on the horizon, 
he explains why now is Latin America's moment to step up the fight for justice. First published in 
La Nacion. 
 
Opinion 19 February 2018  
Why the rule of law is essential to justice, peace, and economic and social progress 
   Writing in Quartz, Mary Robinson and Ernesto Zedillo explain the importance of access to justice 
and the rule of law as an equalising force, enabling the world to meet the Sustainable 
Development Goals. They call on leaders to show political will to make it a reality. 
 
Press release 19 February 2018  
The Elders urge Bulgaria to use EU Presidency for greater action on refugee 
resettlement 
   The Elders have urged Bulgaria to use its tenure to push for greater action and ambition on 
refugee resettlement through developing a strong Union Resettlement Framework. 
 
 
END Fund   [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.end.org/news 
Selected Press Releases and Major Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Evidence Aid   [to 24 February 2018] 
www.evidenceaid.org  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gavi [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.gavi.org/library/news/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
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Global Fund [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/?topic=&type=NEWS;&country= 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Hilton Prize Coalition [to 24 February 2018] 
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/ 
An Alliance of Hilton Prize Recipients 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ICVA - International Council of Voluntary Agencies   [to 24 February 2018] 
https://icvanetwork.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
INEE – an international network for education in emergencies   [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.ineesite.org/en/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
InterAction  [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.interaction.org/ 
Feb 23, 2018  
The Need for More Nonprofit Voices in Innovative Finance for Development 
   This January, world leaders gathered in Switzerland to take part in the annual World Economic 
Forum. One of...  
 
 
Start Network [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.start-network.org/news-blog/#.U9U_O7FR98E 
23 Feb 18  
Charities commit to taking better action on safeguarding 
A joint letter from 22 UK charities 
[See Week in Review above for full text] 
 
23 Feb 18  
Life is hard for Congolese refugees in Burundi 
But the level of support is not matching the staggering needs 
Blog Post  
   In January, the Start Fund was alerted to its 214th crisis in Burundi where there has been an 
influx of refugees arriving from the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). Increased violence 
between armed groups and government forces in the DRC has forced thousands of people to flee 
to neighboring countries. According to the Burundian authorities, 6,934 Congolese refugees had 
crossed Lake Tanganyika from the DRC into Burundi (as of the 28th January 2018). 
 
:::::: 
 
Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action 
(ALNAP)     [to 24 February 2018] 

http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/?topic=&type=NEWS;&country
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/
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http://www.alnap.org/ 
Research, reports and studies 
No new digest content identified. 

 
  
CHS Alliance  [to 24 February 2018] 
http://chsalliance.org/news-events/news 
21/02/2018 
The most important quality or competency to be a successful humanitarian worker? 
Commitment! 
   Sylvester Kyuli is Head of the Western Kenya region at Action Against Hunger, covering 5 
counties. On the occasion of the release of the Core Humanitarian Competency Framework 
(CHCF) and a set of accompanying tools, including ready-made training modules and a video clip, 
we had a chat with him and asked him what competency he considers to be essential as a 
humanitarian worker.  
 
21/02/2018 
From rockets to relief; from Lean to the CHS - Coffee with Andrew Parris, Medair 
   Andrew Parris used to work on the Atlas Rocket Programme and now works for Medair, one of 
our member organisations, where he works on the alignment with the Core Humanitarian 
Standard (CHS). We had a virtual coffee with him to start exploring the connection between 
process excellence and the CHS.  
 
20/02/2018 
START Network and CHS Alliance to host “Sharing Good Practices and Learnings on 
Localisation” workshop 
   The CHS Alliance, together with the Start Network, will be hosting a one-day workshop on 13 
March in Geneva to present and discuss the key findings of the end-or-project evaluation of 
Shifting the Power. The evaluation aims to assess the project's theory of change, according to 
which "a shift of power towards locally owned and led responses will contribute to a more 
balanced humanitarian system that delivers more effective and accountable humanitarian 
response."  
 
20/02/2018 
CHS Alliance pays visit to members in Chad, prepares community perception survey 
Geneviève Cyvoct, our Senior Quality & Accountability Officer, visited Chad from 5 to 10 February 
in the run-up to the conduction of a community perception survey carried out later this year in 
partnership with Ground Truth Solutions.  
 
19/02/2018 
Humanitarian Networks and Partnership Week (HNPW): spotlight on the Core 
Humanitarian Standard 
    The three copyright holders of the Core Humanitarian Standard - the CHS Alliance, Groupe URD 
and Sphere - hosted an information desk at this year's Humanitarian Network and Partnerships 
Week (HNPW), which took place from 05 to 09 February and was attended by approximately 
1,490 practitioners.  
 
18/02/2018 
What competencies does it take to be a good aid worker? - Coffee with Uma 
Narayanan 
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    Listening skills, flexibility, risk awareness, accountability, ability to work under pressure... How 
can the aid sector make sure that humanitarian workers have the competencies they need to 
provide quality assistance to people and communities affected by crisis?  
 
 
Development Initiatives   [to 24 February 2018] 
http://devinit.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
EHLRA/R2HC   [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
The Sphere Project [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.sphereproject.org/news/ 
23 February 2018 | Sphere 
Sphere in Japan: Making a difference in preparedness and response 
   Japan is one of the world's most disaster-prone countries, with risks of earthquakes, tsunamis, 
and volcanic eruptions. In such a context, local actors' training and preparedness play a key role 
in limiting the potential impact of these natural hazards, and in meeting the needs of people in 
the aftermath of crisis. 
   Founded in 2015, the Japan Quality and Accountability Network (JQAN) works to ensure that 
local training needs are fully met. "We started JQAN to promote Sphere and the Core 
Humanitarian Standard (CHS) with NGOs and other stakeholders involved in disaster response", 
says Takeshi Komino, General Secretary of Church World Service in Japan. "We focused on crisis 
management units within the local governments. In the Tokushima Prefecture, in the West of 
Japan, they learned about Sphere and decided that every staff member in the crisis management 
unit should be trained on Sphere standards. We think it's great."… 
 
 
Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP)  [to 24 February 2018] 
https://phap.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
Center for Global Development    [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center 
Publications 
Guyana’s REDD+ Agreement with Norway: Perceptions of and Impacts on Indigenous 
Communities - Working Paper 476 
2/21/18 
Tim Laing  
   This report examines the impact of the REDD+ agreement between Guyana and Norway on 
indigenous communities in the country. It aims to understand the concerns, hopes, and fears of 
indigenous communities at the start of the agreement, and the effects, if any, that communities 
have faced from REDD+. 
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What Can We Learn about Energy Access and Demand from Mobile-Phone Surveys? 
Nine Findings from Twelve African Countries 
2/20/18 
Ben Leo , Jared Kalow and Todd Moss  
   We conducted phone-based surveys on energy access and demand in twelve African countries. 
From these findings, we draw several potential policy implications. First, both grid electricity and 
off-grid solutions currently are inadequate to meet many African consumers’ modern energy 
demands. Second, grid and off-grid electricity are viewed by consumers as complementary, rather 
than competing, solutions to meet energy demand. Third, a market exists for off-grid solutions 
even among connected, urban Africans. 
 
Fixing AML: Can New Technology Help Address the De-risking Dilemma? 
2/19/18 
Jim Woodsome and Vijaya Ramachandran  
   Even while policy solutions to address de-risking are being implemented, new technologies have 
emerged to address de-risking by increasing the efficiency and effectiveness of AML/CFT 
compliance by financial institutions. 
 
  
ODI   [to 24 February 2018] 
https://www.odi.org/media-hub/press-room 
Selected Research/Publications 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Urban Institute   [to 24 February 2018] 
https://www.urban.org/publications 
Publications 
The Effect of the DC School Voucher Program on College Enrollment  
This study of Washington, DC’s, Opportunity Scholarship Program (OSP) provides the first 
experimental evidence on the effect of a publicly funded private school choice program on college 
enrollment. Comparing the college enrollment rates of students who were offered a scholarship to 
attend private school through the OSP lottery with those of students who applied for but did not 
win a scholarship, we find that students who  
Matthew Chingos 
February 23, 2018 
Research Report 
  
Do Voucher Students Attain Higher Levels of Education?  
Students enrolled in private schools in 2006 through the Milwaukee Parental Choice Program 
(MPCP), the oldest modern private school voucher program in the nation, generally enrolled in 
college at higher rates and persisted in college longer than similar students at public schools. We 
also find, however, that as of 2017, rates of college degree attainment were not significantly 
different. This study adds to the substantial body  
Patrick J. Wolf, John F. Witte, Brian Kisida 
February 23, 2018 
Research Report 
  
County-level Estimates of Opioid Use Disorder and Treatment Needs in California  
This analysis produced county-level estimates of opioid use disorder (OUD) and treatment needs 
in California counties. We estimated the demand for treatment in each county based on several 
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data sources, assuming 20 percent of people with OUD seek opioid agonist treatment (i.e. 
buprenorphine or methadone). We estimated the county’s opioid agonist treatment capacity 
based on the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) and state data  
Lisa Clemans-Cope, Douglas A. Wissoker, Marni Epstein, Genevieve M. Kenney 
February 22, 2018 
Technical Paper 
  
How Far Do SNAP Benefits Fall Short of Covering the Cost of a Meal?  
The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) aims to reduce hunger and food insecurity 
by supplementing the purchasing power of low-income families. This analysis explores the 
adequacy of SNAP benefits by comparing the maximum SNAP benefit per meal with the average 
cost of a low-cost meal in the U.S., adjusting for geographic variations in food prices across 
counties in the 48 contiguous states and Washington, DC. We  
Elaine Waxman, Craig Gundersen, Megan Thompson 
February 22, 2018 
Research Report 
  
Final Report and Recommendations on Homelessness in Alameda County, California  
This report presents the findings from Urban Institute's analysis of homelessness in Alameda 
County. Our methods included analysis of publicly available data and reports, surveys of city 
employees and local service providers, and interviews with County agency staff. The report 
summarizes recent trends in homelessness in Alameda County and the causes of the increase in 
unsheltered homelessness. The authors highlight promising  
Steven Brown, Samantha Batko, Josh Leopold, Aaron Shroyer 
February 22, 2018 
Research Report 
  
Making Sure that the Senate’s Access and Affordability Proposal Works  
A draft bill to overhaul the housing finance system that is being considered in the Senate Banking 
Committee could provide a meaningful improvement of the way in which we support affordable 
homeownership. But it needs to overcome several critical design challenges that could undermine 
its effectiveness if mishandled. The authors of this note discuss these challenges and the most 
promising ways to address them.  
Jim Parrott, Laurie Goodman 
February 21, 2018 
Brief 
  
Are Higher Subsidy Payment Rates and Provider-Friendly Payment Policies Associated 
with Child Care Quality?  
This study investigates the relationship between child care subsidy policies and the quality of 
centers and homes participating in the subsidy program. Child care center quality is higher in 
states with higher reimbursement rates and higher tiered reimbursement rates, even after 
controlling for other state differences. A $100 increase in the base reimbursement rate is 
associated with a 30 percent higher likelihood of providers  
Erica Greenberg, Julia B. Isaacs, Teresa Derrick-Mills, Molly Michie 
February 21, 2018 
Research Report 
  
Understanding Young-Parent Families  
In 2013, 3.6 million young parents (those ages 18 to 24) lived with their children in the United 
States. These young adults face particular challenges in gaining the skills, education, and 
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experiences necessary to obtain good, family sustaining-jobs. This brief offers a short review of 
the literature and then uses 2014 Survey of Income and Program Participation (SIPP) examine 
young parents who live with their children. The data  
Nathan Sick, Shayne Spaulding, Yuju Park 
February 21, 2018 
Research Report 
  
Arches Transformative Mentoring Program  
This report evaluates the New York City-based Arches Transformative Mentoring program, finding 
that participation in the program reduces one-year felony reconviction by over two-thirds, and 
reduces two-year felony reconviction by over half, with especially profound impacts for the 
youngest program participants. The program's evidence-based curriculum is completed over a 6-
12-month period and delivered in a group setting by "  
Mathew Lynch, Nan Marie Astone, Juan Collazos, Micaela Lipman, Sino Esthappan 
February 20, 2018 
Research Report 
  
  
World Economic Forum    [to 24 February 2018] 
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

*                      *                       *                        * 
 

 

:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will primarily monitor press/media releases announcing key initiatives and new research from 
a growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, humanitarian 
response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended to be exhaustive, 
but indicative.  
 
 

Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 24 February 2018] 
https://www.alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Annie E. Casey Foundation   [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Blue Meridian Partners [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/ 
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Blue Meridian Partners is a new capital aggregation collaboration that plans to invest at least $1 
billion in high-performance nonprofits that are poised to have truly national impact for 
economically disadvantaged children and youth.  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clinton Foundation  [to 24 February 2018] 
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Co Impact   [to 24 February 2018] 
www.co-impact.io 
Co-Impact is a global philanthropic collaborative for systems change focused on improving the 
lives of millions of people around the world. 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Ford Foundation  [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.fordfoundation.org/?filter=News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 24 February 2018] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/ 
GHIT was set up in 2012 with the aim of developing new tools to tackle infectious diseases that 
devastate the world’s poorest people. Other funders include six Japanese pharmaceutical •   
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

Grameen Foundation    [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.grameenfoundation.org/news-events/press-room 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  [to 24 February 2018] 
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/ 
February 23, 2018 
Evaluation of California Drought Initiative   
   In 2015, the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation launched a three-year, $6-million California 
Drought Initiative to help ensure that local communities and natural systems both have adequate 
and sustainable water supplies. This board-approved action was a response to 1) approval of a 
$7.5-billion water bond in California, 2) landmark state legislation to create a groundwater…  
 
 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
Press Release 
Nine National Foundations Join to Address Nationwide Housing Instability 
February 20, 2018  
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   Group of funders will invest to support policies and programs aimed at ensuring all Americans 
can afford a safe and stable home. 
 
 
IKEA Foundation    [to 24 February 2018] 
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/category/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 24 February 2018] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news 
February 21, 2018  Research 
Ancient DNA Tells Tales of Humans’ Migratory History 
   Fueled by advances in analyzing DNA from the bones of ancient humans, scientists have 
dramatically expanded the number of samples studied – revealing vast and surprising migrations 
and genetic mixing of populations in our prehistoric past.  
 
 
Kaiser Family Foundation     [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.kff.org/search/?post_type=press-release  
February 21, 2018 News Release  
What Initiatives Are States Considering To Control Prescription Drug Costs 
in Medicaid? 
   Rising Medicaid spending on prescription drugs has prompted many states to look for new ways 
to control such costs. Although drug spending increased more slowly in 2016 than in the previous 
two years, and although such expenditures constitute only six percent of all Medicaid spending 
(compared to 10% of national… 
 
 
Aga Khan Foundation   [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation 
21 February 2018 
Inauguration of the Sunder Nursery, New Delhi  
   New Delhi, India – Sunder Nursery, a new 90-acre (36 hectare) city park in New Delhi, was 
officially inaugurated today by Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu, Vice President of India, and His Highness 
the Aga Khan, 49th hereditary Imam of the Shia Ismaili Muslims and founder and Chairman of the 
Aga Khan Development Network. 
 
 
Kellogg Foundation  [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media#pp=10&p=1&f1=news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
MacArthur Foundation  [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.macfound.org/ 
February 123, 2018 - Grantee Research 
Report Details Benefits of Energy Efficiency for Low-Income Americans 
   A report by the Environmental Defense Fund outlines the widespread benefits of low-income 
energy efficiency programs and concrete steps that states can take as they continue to implement 
climate solutions 
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Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation [to 24 February 2018] 
https://www.moore.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Open Society Foundation  [to 24 February 2018] 
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/issues/media-information 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation  [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.packard.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Pew Charitable Trusts  [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 24 February 2018] 
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/about-us/news-media/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom/news-releases.html 
February 22, 2018 Blog Post 
 New Narratives of Hope This Black History Month–And Beyond  
Dwayne Proctor  
   More than 50 years after the civil rights movement, an RWJF-funded survey shows we still have 
a lot to do to reduce discrimination and increase health equity. Dwayne Proctor reflects on these 
findings in a search for solutions. 
 
February 20, 2018 Blog Post  
Creating a Shared Vision to Help Restore Atlantic City 
Bob Atkins  
   Atlantic City demonstrates how cross-sector coalitions built on a foundation of trust are key to 
building healthier communities. A new funding opportunity is seeking similar N.J. coalitions that 
are tackling local priorities. 
 
 
Science Philanthropy Alliance   [to 24 February 2018] 
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/ 
“…a group of organizations working together to increase philanthropic support for basic scientific 
research on a global basis…” 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

https://www.moore.org/
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/issues/media-information
http://www.packard.org/news/
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room/press-releases
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/about-us/news-media/
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom/news-releases.html
https://www.rwjf.org/en/culture-of-health/2018/02/new-narratives-of-hope-this-black-history-month.html
https://www.rwjf.org/en/culture-of-health/2018/02/creating-a-shared-vision-to-help-restore-atlantic-city.html
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/


   

 

SDG Philanthropy Platform 
http://sdgfunders.org/ 
SDG Philanthropy Platform is a collaboration between philanthropy and the greater international 
development community led by Foundation Center, United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) and Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, and supported by the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, 
Ford Foundation and the MasterCard Foundation, the Brach Family Foundation, and other key 
organizations such as Asociación de Fundaciones Empresariales (AFE) in Colombia, Brach Family 
Charitable Foundation, CAF America, Council on Foundations, East Africa Association of 
Grantmakers (EAAG), European Foundation Centre, Filantropi Indonesia (FI), GlobalGiving, The 
Humanitarian Forum, World Congress of Muslim Philanthropists, and Worldwide Initiatives for 
Grantmaker Support (WINGS). 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation 
https://sloan.org/about/press 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 24 February 2018] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
News / Published: 21 February 2018  
Bolster European Research Area to boost science post-Brexit 
The European Research Area (ERA) should be strengthened and broadened to increase scientific 
collaboration between member states and associated countries including the UK, according to a 
new report from Wellcome. 
   The Future Partnership Project report, Building a Strong Future for European Science: Brexit 
and Beyond [PDF 641KB], based on consultations with more than 200 UK and European scientists 
and policy makers, makes recommendations about how greater scientific collaboration could be 
achieved after Brexit. 
 
4 projects reveal history of health experiences in LGBTQI+ community 
Published: 19 February 2018  
   To mark this year’s LGBT History Month, Charli Colegate from our Humanities and Social 
Science team highlights four grants that are exploring the health-related histories of LGBTQI+ 
people. 

 
 
*                       *                       *                        * 
 
 

:: Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in 
human rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be 
exhaustive. We will add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon 
recommendation from readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content but 
note that successful access to some of the articles and other content may require subscription or 
other access arrangement unique to the publisher. Please suggest additional journals you feel 
warrant coverage. 
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American Journal of Infection Control 
February 2018 Volume 46, Issue 2, p123-244  
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
March 2018 Volume 54, Issue 3, p325-478, e41-e58  
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current  
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
March 2018  108(3) 
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
AJPH PERSPECTIVES 
OUTBREAKS 
Delays in Global Disease Outbreak Responses: Lessons from H1N1, Ebola, and Zika 
Steven J. Hoffman and Sarah L. Silverberg 
108(3), pp. 329–333 
Abstract 
In global disease outbreaks, there are significant time delays between the source of an outbreak 
and collective action. Some delay is necessary, but recent delays have been extended by 
insufficient surveillance capacity and time-consuming efforts to mobilize action. 
Three public health emergencies of international concern (PHEICs)—H1N1, Ebola, and Zika—allow 
us to identify and compare sources of delays and consider seven hypotheses about what 
influences the length of delays. These hypotheses can then motivate further research that 
empirically tests them. The three PHEICs suggest that deferred global mobilization is a greater 
source of delay than is poor surveillance capacity. These case study outbreaks support hypotheses 
that we see quicker responses for novel diseases when outbreaks do not coincide with holidays 
and when US citizens are infected. They do not support hypotheses that we see quicker responses 
for more severe outbreaks or those that threaten larger numbers of people. 
Better understanding the reason for delays can help target policy interventions and identify the 
kind of global institutional changes needed to reduce the spread and severity of future PHEICs. 
 
 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
Volume 98, Issue 2, 2018  
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/14761645/98/2 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
20 February 2018 Vol: 168, Issue 4  
http://annals.org/aim/issue 
Original Research 
Low Prevalence of Hepatitis B Vaccination Among Patients Receiving Medical Care for 
HIV Infection in the United States, 2009 to 2012  
John Weiser, MD, MPH; Alejandro Perez, MPH; Heather Bradley, PhD; Hope King, PhD, MSPH; R. 
Luke Shouse, MD, MPH 
Abstract 
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Background: Persons with HIV infection are at increased risk for hepatitis B virus infection. In 
2016, the World Health Organization resolved to eliminate hepatitis B as a public health threat by 
2030. 
Objective: To estimate the prevalence of hepatitis B vaccination among U.S. patients receiving 
medical care for HIV infection (“HIV patients”). 
Design: Nationally representative cross-sectional survey. 
Setting: United States. 
Participants: 18 089 adults receiving HIV medical care who participated in the Medical Monitoring 
Project during 2009 to 2012. 
Measurements: Primary outcomes were prevalence of 1) no documentation of hepatitis B 
vaccination or laboratory evidence of immunity or infection (candidates to initiate vaccination), 
and 2) initiation of vaccination among candidates, defined as documentation of at least 1 vaccine 
dose in a 1-year surveillance period during which patients received ongoing HIV medical care. 
Results: At the beginning of the surveillance period, 44.2% (95% CI, 42.2% to 46.2%) of U.S. 
HIV patients were candidates to initiate vaccination. By the end of the surveillance period, 9.6% 
(CI, 8.4% to 10.8%) of candidates were vaccinated, 7.5% (CI, 6.4% to 8.6%) had no 
documented vaccination but had documented infection or immunity, and 82.9% (CI, 81.1% to 
84.7%) remained candidates. Among patients at facilities funded by the Ryan White HIV/AIDS 
Program (RWHAP), 12.5% (CI, 11.1% to 13.9%) were vaccinated during the surveillance period 
versus 3.7% (CI, 2.6% to 4.7%) at facilities not funded by RWHAP. At the end of surveillance, 
36.7% (CI, 34.4% to 38.9%) of HIV patients were candidates to initiate vaccination. 
Limitation: The study was not designed to describe vaccine series completion or actual prevalence 
of immunity. 
Conclusion: More than one third of U.S. HIV patients had missed opportunities to initiate hepatitis 
B vaccination. Meeting goals for hepatitis B elimination will require increased vaccination of HIV 
patients in all practice settings, particularly at facilities not funded by RWHAP. 
Primary Funding Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 
 
 
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed 24 February 2018) 
Methodology 
20 February 2018  
Incorporating economies of scale in the cost estimation in economic evaluation of PCV 
and HPV vaccination programmes in the Philippines: a game changer?  
Authors: Thanthima Suwanthawornkul, Naiyana Praditsitthikorn, Wantanee Kulpeng, Manuel 
Alexander Haasis, Anna Melissa Guerrero and Yot Teerawattananon 
Abstract 
Background 
Many economic evaluations ignore economies of scale in their cost estimation, which means that 
cost parameters are assumed to have a linear relationship with the level of production. Economies 
of scale is the situation when the average total cost of producing a product decreases with 
increasing volume caused by reducing the variable costs due to more efficient operation. This 
study investigates the significance of applying the economies of scale concept: the saving in costs 
gained by an increased level of production in economic evaluation of pneumococcal conjugate 
vaccines (PCV) and human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccinations. 
Methods 
The fixed and variable costs of providing partial (20% coverage) and universal (100% coverage) 
vaccination programs in the Philippines were estimated using various methods, including costs of 
conducting questionnaire survey, focus-group discussion, and analysis of secondary data. Costing 
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parameters were utilised as inputs for the two economic evaluation models for PCV and HPV. 
Incremental cost-effectiveness ratios (ICERs) and 5-year budget impacts with and without 
applying economies of scale to the costing parameters for partial and universal coverage were 
compared in order to determine the effect of these different costing approaches. 
Results 
The program costs of the partial coverage for the two immunisation programs were not very 
different when applying and not applying the economies of scale concept. Nevertheless, the 
program costs for universal coverage were 0.26 and 0.32 times lower when applying economies 
of scale compared to not applying economies of scale for the pneumococcal and human 
papillomavirus vaccinations, respectively. ICERs varied by up to 98% for pneumococcal 
vaccinations, whereas the change in ICERs in the human papillomavirus vaccination depended on 
both the costs of cervical cancer screening and the vaccination program. This results in a 
significant difference in the 5-year budget impact, accounting for 30 and 40% of reduction in the 
5-year budget impact for the pneumococcal and human papillomavirus vaccination programs. 
Conclusions 
This study demonstrated the feasibility and importance of applying economies of scale in the cost 
estimation in economic evaluation, which would lead to different conclusions in terms of value for 
money regarding the interventions, particularly with population-wide interventions such as 
vaccination programs. The economies of scale approach to costing is recommended for the 
creation of methodological guidelines for conducting economic evaluations. 
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Abstract 
Background 
The repeated use of prohibited chemical weapons in the Syrian conflict poses serious health, 
humanitarian, and security threats to civilians, healthcare personnel, and first responders. 
Moreover, the use of chemical weapons constitutes a clear and egregious violation of international 
law—likely amounting to a war crime—for which continued impunity is setting a dangerous 
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states, organizations, and individuals to respond urgently and unequivocally to this serious breach 
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Main Body 
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Extract  
Thirty years ago, the concept that onchocerciasis could be eliminated worldwide was unthinkable. 
Today, we’re on the road to seeing the end of this debilitating disease. Thanks to the efforts of a 
global partnership consisting of MSD, also known as Merck & Co., Inc., Kenilworth, NJ USA, the 
Mectizan Donation Program (MDP), endemic countries, bilateral funding agencies and the donor 
community, the World Health Organization (WHO), non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and 
researchers, the disease is on the decline. In areas that have been under treatment the longest, 
the blindness, visual impairment, skin disease and itching caused by onchocerciasis is now 
increasingly rare. 
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Editorial 
Local research in Africa: a glimpse at possibilities in Niger 
The Lancet Global Health 
At the core of the conclusions reached by the Lancet Commission on the future of health in sub-
Saharan Africa published last September is a sense of possibility for what Africans can and must 
accomplish to level their populations' health with the rest of the world's by 2030. Among the key 
requirements are the home-bred, tailored solutions that a greater local research capacity and 
leadership would produce to respond to the challenges ahead. At the first Epicentre Niger 
Scientific Day held in Niamey on January 25, there were signs that the message is on point and 
the optimism justified. 
 
Epicentre, an offshoot of Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) created in 1988, conducts field 
epidemiology, research, and training activities that encompass the span of MSF's areas of 
intervention. This connection to the medical humanitarian organisation makes it a unique research 
institution, with solid operational know-how, deep roots in the field, and strong ties to local 
communities. While its nerve centre is located in Paris, France, its heart clearly beats to the 
rhythm of two research facilities located in Maradi, Niger, and Mbarara, Uganda. Both are the 
scene for locally-led innovative research on issues ranging from infectious diseases and 
malnutrition to antimicrobial resistance, mental health, and child development. In Niger, the local 
staff of around 250 researchers, communicators, laboratory technicians, and administrators, run 
projects under the careful mentorship of international experts with knowledge of the realities of 
the field and a keen understanding of the importance of local knowledge and talent development. 
 
Scientific days showcasing Epicentre's research have been held in Paris for the last 27 years and 
for the first time in Kampala in 2017. But the day in Niamey, organised with the support of the 
Elsevier Foundation, carries some particular significance. A vast, landlocked country mostly 
covered by desert, Niger is by traditional indicators one of the poorest and least developed 
countries in the world. It is prone to chronic food insecurity, natural disasters, and infectious 
disease outbreaks, which included hepatitis E and meningitis in 2017. Diarrhoea is still a leading 
cause of death in children, as is malaria. Against such a backdrop, the research presented during 
the conference stands out: studies on malaria treatments highlighting the challenges of seasonal 
malaria chemoprevention, nutritional interventions underlining the difficulties in preventing severe 
acute malnutrition, and work around the heat stable and therefore highly adapted Rotasiil 
rotavirus vaccine, with impact beyond Niger, to only name a few. A francophone forum for these 
presentations is to be valued. As for many French-speaking countries, Niger faces challenges of 
another order that need to be acknowledged: the predominance of English as the language of 
communication in science undeniably represents a limiting factor for many francophone African 
researchers, adding significant hurdles to the exchange of knowledge and dissemination of 
research generated locally, as well as hindering the rise of local talent able to champion the 
country on the international scene. 
 
But there was no shortage of talent present in Niamey, both on stage and in the audience. It is 
fair to say that the rigour of the research, clarity of the presentations, and depth of the 
discussions on topics of direct importance to the local context made an impression. Familiar 
difficulties were evoked during a plenary session expanding beyond Epicentre's work, on the 
priorities for research in Niger: the pressing need for locally-adapted tools, the shortage of 
researchers, and the obstacles encountered in research activities—including accessing 

http://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/issue/current
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(18)30044-5/fulltext
http://www.epicentre.msf.org/en/scientific-day-niamey-niger
http://www.epicentre.msf.org/en/scientific-day-niamey-niger
http://www.epicentre.msf.org/en


   

 

information—because of infrastructural limitations. Participants to a round table on how to move 
from research to policy also identified the misalignment of the donor-researcher-policymaker triad 
and the need for a stronger link between the protagonists of research and policy. These are all 
quasi-universal issues and they must be addressed. Yet opportunities seem to exist, many driven 
by the researcher's knowledge and membership of the local context: the proximity to the Ministry 
of Health as a natural and close partner, the understanding of the local oral tradition to overcome 
research dissemination barriers, or even the inherent trust of the local population in the conduct 
of research. A sense of possibility was definitely glimpsed at in Niger, and with collaborations 
between Epicentre, local universities and research institutes such as CERMES, NGOs and other 
partners, Nigeriens involved in local research can play their part in leading Africa towards her 
health goals. 
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Since April, 2016, Dengvaxia—a dengue vaccine produced by Sanofi Pasteur (Lyon, France)—has 
been licensed for use in 19 countries. Dengvaxia was recommended by the WHO Strategic 
Advisory Group of Experts (SAGE) on immunisation to be used in regions with high endemicity, as 
defined by a prevalence of dengue antibodies of more than 50% in the targeted age group of 
people aged 9–45 years.1 We have previously discussed the risks behind this vaccine 
recommendation,2, 3 and by analysing an age-structured model4 using the available vaccine trial 
data1 predicted a significant reduction in dengue virus infection-related hospital admissions  
if Dengvaxia is given only to individuals who are seropositive for dengue antibodies. We also 
predicted a significant increase in the number of dengue-related admissions, over 5 years, if the 
vaccine is administered without previous population screening for serostatus.4 More recently, our 
analysis of trial data has indicated that serostatus (and not age) is statistically discriminative with 
regard to the relative risk (RR) of hospital admission after vaccination, and of efficacy5—ie, the 
RR is similar across age classes but significantly different across serostatus groups.5 
 
After rigorous statistical analysis of study data (taken from Martínez-Vega and colleagues' 
analysis6), here we present further evidence showing that serostatus (and not age) is statistically 
discriminative with regard to the RR of hospital admission after Dengvaxia vaccination, and 
efficacy. By using the risk of dengue-related admission to hospital estimated from dengue 
antibody-seronegative children aged 2–8 years and infectivity measured from control groups of 
seropositive children younger than 9 years or seronegative individuals aged 9–16 years,6 we 
calculated the probability of specific numbers of individuals requiring dengue-related hospital 
admission in either seropositive children aged 2–8 years or seronegative children aged 9–16 
years. The distribution of the number of expected admissions to hospital for younger seropositive 
children and older seronegative children and adolescents, and the actual number of hospital 
admissions for each group as reported in Martínez-Vega and colleagues' analysis6 are shown in 
the appendix, showing the differences in the risk of hospital admissions between seronegative and 
seropositive individuals in the same age group. 
 
The relative risk measured from seronegative individuals aged 2–8 years—the group for which 
Dengvaxia is not recommended—can explain and correctly estimate the observed increase of 
dengue-related admissions to hospital for all seronegative children enrolled during the vaccine 
trials, independent of age (appendix). However, it cannot explain statistically the observed 
number of seropositive individuals admitted to hospital of the same age (appendix). 
 
Despite all our efforts in communicating the risks behind the Dengvaxia recommendation and its 
implementation without serostatus testing before vaccination,2, 3, 4, 5 an individual's age, as a 
risk factor, was (until November) the only restriction for vaccine recommendation in countries with 

http://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/issue/current
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(17)30692-8/fulltext
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(17)30752-1/fulltext
javascript:void(0);
mailto:mafsantos@fc.ul.pt
javascript:void(0);
https://doi.org/10.1016/S1473-3099(17)30752-1
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(17)30752-1/fulltext#sec1
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(17)30752-1/fulltext#sec1
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(17)30752-1/fulltext#sec1
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);


   

 

high endemicity. More than 800,000 children in the Philippines and around 300,000 individuals in 
Brazil were vaccinated against dengue virus in mass vaccination programmes, and many of those 
were possibly seronegative individuals. Communications from Sanofi in November,7 stating that 
vaccinated seronegative individuals are at risk of a vaccine-induced increase in the severity of a 
subsequent dengue virus infection, and by WHO advising that Dengvaxia be used only in people 
previously infected with dengue,8 are inexcusably late, since the vaccine-induced risk in 
seronegative individuals was already observed in the phase 3 trial data, published more than a 
year ago.1 Even with controversial modelling results indicating that the use of Dengvaxia in highly 
endemic settings could be beneficial at the population level,9 ethically no one should have been 
put under risk by receiving this vaccine. 
We declare no competing interests. 
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   Background: Emergency preparedness at all levels (individuals and communities) is the corner 
stone of effective response to the increasing trends of global disasters due to man-made and 
natural hazards. It is determined by different factors, including (among others) past direct and 
indirect exposures to hazards. This study was carried out in Dire Dawa town, Ethiopia, which in 
the past experienced frequent flooding events, yet dearth of information exists about 
preparedness in the area.  The aim of the study was to assess the levels of emergency 
preparedness for flood hazards at households and communities levels. 
   Methods: The study was conducted in a qualitative approach and was conducted in Dire Dawa 
town, which has been divided into nine administrative-unites called Kebeles. Two focus group 
discussions were held in two of these unites (Kebele-05 and 06), each focus group comprising 
twelve people (all above 18 years of age), and in total 24 people (13 females and 11 males) took 
part in the study. Open ended questions were used that could guide the discussions, and the 
discussions were audio-taped and transcribed. The results were translated from local language to 
English and qualitatively presented.  
   Results: The findings of focus group discussions showed that the local government in 
collaboration with the federal government built the flood protection dams in areas where flood 
hazards have been thought to be repeatedly wreaking havoc, specifically after the flood disaster 
of the year 2006. In addition, in Kebele-05, where one Non-Governmental Organization (NGO) 
was operating on flood hazards prevention and mitigation program, some non-structural 
emergency preparedness measures were undertaken by the communities. These non-structural 
measures (the major ones) entailed: establishment of committees recruited from residents and 
training them to raise awareness among communities on emergency preparedness; some 
residents made changes to their own houses (retrofitted) and put sandbags around their houses 
to temporarily protect the flooding; establishment of communication channels between 
communities to alarm each other in the event of flood disaster; and reforestation of the already 
deforested mountainous areas surrounding the town. However, concerns were raised by study 
participants about strengths of the constructed flood protection dams. Furthermore, the non-
structural emergency preparedness measures identified by this study were not comprehensive; for 
example, residents were not trained in first aid, first aid kits were not provided, there was no 
linkage being established between communities and health facilities so as to provide emergency 
medical care to victims in the event of flood disaster.  
   Discussion: The findings of this study concur with some of the previous quantitative studies’ 
results in that the past direct and indirect disaster experiences invoke preparedness intention and 
actual preparedness for flood hazards at individuals, communities and organizations levels. The 
only one quantitative and behavioral based study conducted thus far in Dire Dawa town reported 
the strong association of past flood disaster experience with household emergency preparedness. 
Among the residents there was a tendency to rely on the dams to be constructed with “good 
quality” and “higher strength” than making preparedness efforts on their own at their households. 
Structural measures such as building of dams, dikes, levees, and channel improvements could be 
means of mitigation measures; however, solely relying on these measures could have far reaching 
consequences. 
   Conclusions: To mitigate flood hazards, dams were built and in addition, in Kebele-05 where an 
NGO was operating, some non-structural emergency preparedness measures were undertaken. In 
the course of construction of flood protection dams, ensuring communities’ involvement is 
needed; and at the same time undertaking comprehensive non-structural emergency 
preparedness measures in all Kebeles is highly recommended. 
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By Dennis Carroll, Peter Daszak, Nathan D. Wolfe, George F. Gao, Carlos M. Morel, Subhash 
Morzaria, Ariel Pablos-Méndez, Oyewale Tomori, Jonna A. K. Mazet 
Science23 Feb 2018 : 872-874 Restricted Access 
Summary 
Outbreaks of novel and deadly viruses highlight global vulnerability to emerging diseases, with 
many having massive health and economic impacts. Our adaptive toolkit—based largely on 
vaccines and therapeutics—is often ineffective because countermeasure development can be 
outpaced by the speed of novel viral emergence and spread. Following each outbreak, the public 
health community bemoans a lack of prescience, but after decades of reacting to each event with 
little focus on mitigation, we remain only marginally better protected against the next epidemic. 
Our ability to mitigate disease emergence is undermined by our poor understanding of the 
diversity and ecology of viral threats, and of the drivers of their emergence. We describe a Global 
Virome Project (GVP) aimed to launch in 2018 that will help identify the bulk of this viral threat 
and provide timely data for public health interventions against future pandemics. 
 
Perspectives 
Keeping watch on the ocean 
By Elvira Poloczanska 
Science23 Feb 2018 : 864-865 Restricted Access 
Monitoring of fisheries fleets provides crucial data for sustainable use of ocean resources 
Summary 
Coastal and high-seas fisheries make a crucial contribution to global food security (1), but the vast 
distances of open waters and limitations of observing systems have precluded a high-resolution 
global view of fishing activity (2). Monitoring of fisheries has traditionally relied on region- and 
fleet-specific electronic vessel-monitoring systems, log books, and on-board observers; access to 
these data is often constrained. Ship positioning data from automatic ship identification systems 
(AISs), designed to track and monitor specific vessel movements, is providing a surge of 
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information on ocean fisheries. On page 904 of this issue, Kroodsma et al. (3) report tracking 
industrial fishing from 2011 to 2016 by processing 22 billion AIS messages. They show that more 
than 55% of the ocean area is fished. Global patterns of fishing are sensitive to culture and 
political events and are partially insulated from short-term environmental variation. 
 
Tracking the global footprint of fisheries 
By David A. Kroodsma, Juan Mayorga, Timothy Hochberg, Nathan A. Miller, Kristina Boerder, 
Francesco Ferretti, Alex Wilson, Bjorn Bergman, Timothy D. White, Barbara A. Block, Paul Woods, 
Brian Sullivan, Christopher Costello, Boris Worm 
Science23 Feb 2018 : 904-908 Restricted Access 
More than half the fish in the sea 
As the human population has grown in recent decades, our dependence on ocean-supplied 
protein has rapidly increased. Kroodsma et al. took advantage of the automatic identification 
system installed on all industrial fishing vessels to map and quantify fishing efforts across the 
world (see the Perspective by Poloczanska). More than half of the world's oceans are subject to 
industrial-scale harvest, spanning an area four times that covered by terrestrial agriculture. 
Furthermore, fishing efforts seem not to depend on economic or environmental drivers, but rather 
social and political schedules. Thus, more active measures will likely be needed to ensure 
sustainable use of ocean resources. 
Science, this issue p. 904; see also p. 864 
Abstract 
Although fishing is one of the most widespread activities by which humans harvest natural 
resources, its global footprint is poorly understood and has never been directly quantified. We 
processed 22 billion automatic identification system messages and tracked >70,000 industrial 
fishing vessels from 2012 to 2016, creating a global dynamic footprint of fishing effort with spatial 
and temporal resolution two to three orders of magnitude higher than for previous data sets. Our 
data show that industrial fishing occurs in >55% of ocean area and has a spatial extent more 
than four times that of agriculture. We find that global patterns of fishing have surprisingly low 
sensitivity to short-term economic and environmental variation and a strong response to cultural 
and political events such as holidays and closures. 
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Regular articles 
Do we consider paid sick leave when deciding to get vaccinated? 
Original research article 
Pages 1-6 
Namhoon Kim, Travis P. Mountain 
Abstract 
This study investigated the effect of paid sick leave on workers' decisions to obtain vaccinations 
for the seasonal flu. Our vaccination decision model suggested that the marginal effect of paid 
sick leave depended on the reduced cost of obtaining a vaccination now and the expected income 
benefit from claiming paid sick leave after flu infection. Our hypothesis was that these effects vary 
according to workers' income levels. To confirm this hypothesis, we examined 11,702 participants 
in the National H1N1 Flu Survey (NHFS) conducted in late 2009 to early 2010 and measured the 
marginal effect using a Bayesian endogenous covariates regression model. The results of our 
estimation indicate that having paid sick leave did affect workers’ vaccination decisions differently 
based on their income levels. Low-income workers were willing to be vaccinated because of the 
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positive expected income benefit. High-income workers were willing to be vaccinated because the 
positive cost effect dominated the negative expected income benefit. 
 
Integrating social justice concerns into economic evaluation for healthcare and public 
health: A systematic review 
Original research article 
Pages 27-35 
Vadim Dukhanin, Alexandra Searle, Alice Zwerling, David W. Dowdy, ... Maria W. Merritt 
 
Health equity monitoring for healthcare quality assurance 
Open access - Original research article 
Pages 148-156 
R. Cookson, M. Asaria, S. Ali, R. Shaw, ... P. Goldblatt 
 
 
Stability: International Journal of Security & Development  
http://www.stabilityjournal.org/articles 
[accessed 24 February 2018]  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Stanford Social Innovation Review 
Winter 2018   Volume 16, Number 1  
https://ssir.org/issue/winter_2018 
   The only way that climate change will be reversed is by continuing to develop new technologies 
and turning them into products and services. Philanthropists play an important role in that 
process, particularly by investing in risky, early-stage, science-based startups that traditional 
investors shy away from. Read more about this in “The Investment Gap That Threatens the 
Planet,” the cover story in the Winter 2018 issue. 
Health  
Health Insurance for Migrants  
By Kristine Wong  
The M-FUND offers affordable health insurance to the vulnerable Burmese migrant population on 
Thailand's western border.  
 
 
Sustainability 
Volume 9, Issue 10 (October 2017)  
http://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/9/10 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Torture Journal 
Volume 27 - Issue No. 3  
http://www.irct.org/publications/torture-journal/128 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Trauma, Violence, & Abuse 
Volume 19, Issue 1, January 2018  
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/tvaa/current 
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Travel Medicine and Infectious Diseases 
November-December, 2017   Volume 20  
http://www.travelmedicinejournal.com/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Tropical Medicine & International Health 
February 2018   Volume 23, Issue 2  Pages i–iv, 121–250 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/tmi.2018.23.issue-2/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
UN Chronicle 
Vol. LIV No. 4 2017  January 2018  
http://unchronicle.un.org/ 
Global Citizenship 
   This issue focuses on global citizenship, which has been defined as the concept that one’s 
identity transcends, even as it respects, geographical and national borders, and that our social, 
political, environmental and economic actions occur in an interconnected world. The articles 
examine, among other things, the nexus between reducing inequality and global citizenship, 
safeguarding cultural and linguistic diversity, and the rights and responsibilities derived from being 
a global citizen. 
   In this issue of the UN Chronicle, we have invited a number of distinguished contributors to 
share with us their perspectives on what global citizenship is and how this concept can be 
translated into solutions to global challenges and concerns. 
 
  
Vulnerable Children and Youth Studies  
An International Interdisciplinary Journal for Research, Policy and Care  
Volume 13, Issue 1, 2018 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rvch20/current 
Special Section: Increasing Understanding for Syrian Refugee Children with Empirical 
Evidence 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
World Heritage Review  
http://whc.unesco.org/en/review/84/ 
n°85 - October 2017 
World Heritage and Modern Heritage  
Modern heritage – the architecture, town planning and landscape design of the modern era, or 
the last two hundred years or so – is still underrepresented on the World Heritage List. And yet it 
is an integral part of many urban ensembles, which represent a majority of sites on the List. 
Raising awareness of the significance of this heritage, and addressing issues on its preservation 
and valorization, is the focus of the World Heritage Centre’s Modern Heritage Programme, and of 
many heritage experts. Drawing attention to these structures, and encouraging the development 
of legal protection for them, is beginning to build momentum. 
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In this issue, we will look closely at the Sydney Opera House (Australia), from its construction to 
its role today as a vibrant cultural centre; Grimeton Radio Station (Sweden), a monument to early 
wireless transatlantic communication built in 1922-1924 and still in working condition; and the city 
of Brasilia (Brazil), that landmark of town planning by urban planner Lucio Costa and architect 
Oscar Niemeyer. We will also learn about the evolution of the identification of modern heritage in 
the Arab region, and in an interview with Hubert Jan Henket, architect and co-founder of the 
International Committee for Documentation and Conservation of Buildings, Sites and 
neighbourhoods of the Modern Movement (DOCOMOMO), we will explore the recognition of 
modern heritage, international collaboration and other aspects of conservation. 
 
In addition, the issue presents the 21 new sites inscribed on the World Heritage List during the 
41st session of the World Heritage Committee in Krakow, from 2 to 12 July 2017. These include 
two sites that are the first to be inscribed in their country: Mbanza Kongo in Angola, and in 
Eritrea, the site of Asmara: A Modernist City of Africa. Asmara is an exceptional example of early 
modernist urbanism at the beginning of the 20th century and its application in an African context. 
As pointed out in the lead article by Afredo Conti, Vice President of ICOMOS, the international 
community has started recognizing modern heritage that until recently was barely valued at all. 
Identifying and preserving our modern heritage is indeed an important issue of the moment. 
Mechtild Rössler 
Director of the UNESCO World Heritage Centre 
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