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::::::  
::::::  
 
Statement from Dr. Jill Biden, Save the Children U.S. Board Chair on the Attack in 
Jalalabad, Afghanistan  
   FAIRFIELD, Conn. (January 25, 2018) — In response to the attack on Save the Children’s office 
in Jalalabad, Afghanistan, Dr. Jill Biden, Save the Children U.S. Board Chair, on behalf of its Board 
of Directors today issued the following statement: 
   “Our hearts are broken, and our prayers are with the victims, our beloved colleagues, and their 
families. 
   “While Afghanistan is known to be one of the most difficult and dangerous places to work in the 
world, Save the Children has been dedicated to improving the lives of Afghan children and their 
families for more than 40 years. Through community-based education and healthcare programs in 
16 provinces across the country, we have reached more than 1.4 million children. And when 
disaster strikes, our staff is ready to respond, ensuring that we quickly meet the needs of the 
most vulnerable children.  
   “While we are united in our sorrow we remain determined to honor the legacy of those who lost 
their lives yesterday through the work of Save the Children. Our mission will guide us through this 
trying time – we will continue to serve the children of the world with hope and courage, and we 
will continue to defend the safety of the men and women who heed that call.”  
 
NGO-Community Afghanistan Calls For Action To Ensure The Protection Of Aid 
Workers Following The Attack On Non-Governmental Organizations In Jalalabad 
   (KABUL, AFGHANISTAN) – We, the 61 undersigned National and International Non-Government 
Organizations (NGOs), members of Agency Coordinating Body for Afghan Relief and Development 
(ACBAR), condemn in the strongest terms the atrocious attack on NGO offices in Jalalabad 
(Nangarhar) on Wednesday 24 January. It has been reported that there is a loss of at least 7 
lives, more than 31 people injured, including five children. We would like to pass our condolences 
to the families of the victims of this atrocious attack…  
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
Joint Letter on U.S. Funding to UNRWA 
[Editor’s text bolding] 
 

January 24, 2018  
The Honorable Rex W. Tillerson, Secretary of State  
The Honorable James N. Mattis , Secretary of Defense  
The Honorable Nikki Haley, U.S. Permanent Representative to the United Nations  
Lt. Gen. H. R. McMaster, National Security Advisor National Security Council  
 
Dear Secretary Tillerson, Secretary Mattis, Ambassador Haley and General McMaster,  
 
As leaders of organizations deeply involved in programs and advocacy surrounding international 
humanitarian response, we write to object in the strongest of terms to the decision to 
withhold $65 million of the planned United States contribution to the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA).  
 
We are deeply concerned by the humanitarian consequences of this decision on life-sustaining 
assistance to children, women and men in Jordan, Lebanon, Syria and the West Bank and Gaza 

http://www.savethechildren.org/site/apps/nlnet/content2.aspx?c=8rKLIXMGIpI4E&b=9540757&ct=15010037
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/apps/nlnet/content2.aspx?c=8rKLIXMGIpI4E&b=9540757&ct=15010037
https://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/ngo-community-afghanistan-calls-action-ensure-protection-aid-workers-following-0
https://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/ngo-community-afghanistan-calls-action-ensure-protection-aid-workers-following-0


   

 

Strip. Whether it is emergency food aid, access to primary healthcare, access to primary 
education, or other critical support to vulnerable populations, there is no question that these cuts, 
if maintained, will have dire consequences.  
 
We are particularly alarmed that this decision impacting humanitarian aid to civilians 
is not based on any assessment of need, but rather designed both to punish 
Palestinian political leaders and to force political concessions from them. This is 
simply unacceptable as a rationale for denying civilians humanitarian assistance, and 
a dangerous and striking departure from U.S. policy on international humanitarian 
assistance.  
 
In 1984, in justifying its decision to provide humanitarian aid to famine-affected Ethiopia, the 
Reagan Administration declared that “a hungry child knows no politics,” and, indeed, this 
sentiment has guided U.S. policy makers for decades.  
 
This sentiment is, for example, reflected in the international Good Humanitarian Donorship 
Initiative, an inter-governmental donor forum and network that the United States helped to 
establish during the Administration of George W. Bush. That Initiative includes best practices that 
the Bush administration and subsequent administrations have endorsed, including the propositions 
that “humanitarian action should be guided by … the centrality of saving human lives and 
alleviating suffering wherever it is found,” and that humanitarian assistance to vulnerable 
populations should be “solely on the basis of need, without discrimination between or within 
affected population.”  
 
To be sure, application of these objectives by U.S. administrations has been imperfect, but all U.S. 
administrations have aspired to them, and it is deeply troubling to witness such a casual disregard 
of principles that have been crucial to U.S. policy deliberations over many decades. We hope 
sincerely that you will reconsider this unfortunate decision, which we believe undermines critically 
important values as well as U.S. leadership around the world.  
 
Joyce Ajlouny, General Secretary, American Friends Service Committee 
J Ron Byler, Executive Director, Mennonite Central Committee U.S. 
Sean Callahan, President and CEO, Catholic Relief Services 
Joel Charny, Director, Norwegian Refugee Council USA 
Sarah Costa, Executive Director, Women’s Refugee Commission 
Halil Demir, Executive Director, Zakat Foundation of America 
Mark Hetfield, President & CEO, HIAS 
Margaret Huang, Executive Director, Amnesty International USA  
Mohamed S. Idris, Executive Director, American Relief Agency for the Horn of Africa 
Neal Keny-Guyer, Chief Executive Officer, Mercy Corps  
Anwar Ahmad Khan, President, Islamic Relief US 
Abby Maxman, President and CEO, Oxfam America 
Rev. John L. McCullough, President and CEO, Church World Service 
Giulia McPherson, Interim Executive Director, Jesuit Refugee Service/USA 
Carolyn Miles, President and CEO, Save the Children 
David Miliband, President and CEO, International Rescue Committee 
Eskinder Negash, Acting Chief Executive Officer, U.S. Committee for Refugees and Immigrants 
Michelle Nunn, President and CEO, CARE USA  
Eric Schwart, President, Refugees International 
David A. Weiss, President & CEO, Global Communities 
Samuel A. Worthington, Chief Executive Officer , InterAction 



   

 

 
::::::  
::::::  
 
“Globalizing Compassion” 
 
Editor’s Note 
The World Economic Forum last week commanded a good deal of media attention and with over 
50 media releases on various announcements and initiative [see links at Work Economic Forum 
under INGO Watch below]. The summary media release on the Forum is excerpted just below. 
 
 
World Economic Forum Closes with Call to Action: Globalize Compassion and Leave No 
One Behind 
The 48th World Economic Forum Annual Meeting came to a close with Sharan Burrow stressing 
the need for compassion and human values 
Press Release   26 Jan 2018 
   …Wrapping up the final session, Sharan Burrow, General Secretary of the International Trade 
Union Confederation and one of the seven female Co-Chairs of the meeting, celebrated the spirit 
of inclusion, diversity and respect for human rights that characterized this year’s meeting. She 
paid tribute to the meeting’s artists, whose work put people at the centre of the story and 
concluded with a call to action: “Let’s ensure that Davos 2018 is just the beginning of a 
movement where we globalize compassion and ensure a world in which no one is left behind.” 
   The 48th Annual Meeting was convened under the theme, Creating a Shared Future in a 
Fractured World with the aim of identifying ways for humanity to work collectively once more in 
the face of urgent global and regional challenges… 
[Editor’s selection and text bolding of Forum outcomes] 
 
:: Justin Trudeau, Prime Minister of Canada, announced that Canada will double its 
commitment to the Global Partnership for Education Fund, providing an extra $180 
million to the fund between 2018 and 2020. 
 
:: Preparing workers for the future: A Forum report published during the meeting, Towards a 
Reskilling Revolution, provides the guidance needed to find new, gainful employment for the 
millions of workers expected to lose their jobs due to technological change. Separately, the Forum 
announced two initiatives that will have a direct impact on workers: Closing the Skills Gap, a 
global, business-led scheme that aims to deliver new skills to 10 million workers by 2020; and the 
IT Industry Skills Initiative, whose SkillSET portal aims to reach 1 million IT workers by 2021. 
 
:: Safeguarding our oceans: A new multistakeholder initiative, the Friends of Ocean Action 
initiative, was launched with the aim of delivering an “Ocean Action Track” to protect and 
conserve oceans, seas and marine resources. The partnership was announced by Isabella Lövin, 
Deputy Prime Minister of Sweden; and Peter Thomson, UN Special Envoy for the Ocean. Marc 
Benioff, Founder and Chairman of Salesforce.com, announced $4.5 million in funding through the 
Benioff Ocean Initiative to support the new initiative. 
 
:: Tackling waste and pollution: Leaders from some of the world’s largest companies, such as 
Alphabet, The Coca Cola Company, Royal Philips and Unilever, teamed up with the governments 
of Indonesia, Nigeria, the People’s Republic of China and Rwanda and international organizations 
to form the Platform for Accelerating the Circular Economy (PACE). The platform aims to 

https://www.weforum.org/press/2018/01/forum-closes-with-call-to-action-globalize-compassion-and-leave-no-one-behind
https://www.weforum.org/press/2018/01/forum-closes-with-call-to-action-globalize-compassion-and-leave-no-one-behind
https://www.weforum.org/reports/towards-a-reskilling-revolution
https://www.weforum.org/reports/towards-a-reskilling-revolution
https://www.weforum.org/press/2018/01/global-leaders-join-reskilling-revolution-with-push-to-provide-skills-to-10-million-people-by-2020
https://www.weforum.org/press/2018/01/1-million-workers-targeted-in-tech-reskilling-drive
https://www.weforum.org/press/2018/01/new-global-partnership-to-save-life-in-the-ocean-launched-at-the-world-economic-forum
https://www.weforum.org/press/2018/01/new-global-partnership-to-save-life-in-the-ocean-launched-at-the-world-economic-forum
https://www.weforum.org/projects/circular-economy


   

 

tackle issues including electronic waste and plastics pollution by going beyond the 9% of waste 
that is currently cycled back into the economy after use. 
 
:: Unlocking nature’s value: A new plan was announced to mimic the success of the human 
genome map by sequencing the DNA of all life on earth. Under the auspices of the Forum’s 
Fourth Industrial Revolution for the Earth initiative, two projects, the Earth Bio-Genome Project 
(EBP) and the Earth Bank of Codes will, if successful, help avert extinction as well as tackle bio-
piracy and habitat loss by unlocking value from nature’s biological and biomimetic assets. 
 
:: Making meat sustainable: A new Forum initiative, Meat: The Future will identify ways to 
transform the future of meat and protein production to deliver safe, affordable and sustainable 
protein in the face of rapidly growing global demand. 
 
:: Tackling the cyber threat: In response to the fastest-emerging global risk of our times, the 
Forum announced the launch of a Global Centre for Cybersecurity, a multistakeholder 
platform aimed at creating a safe operating environment for new technologies like artificial 
intelligence, robotics, drones, autonomous vehicles and the internet of things. 
 
::Ethical science: The Forum’s community of Young Scientists launched an interdisciplinary 
Code of Ethics for Researchers aimed at safeguarding high standards of behaviour and 
clarifying social norms to allow scientists to operate independently. 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
Human Rights – Children  
 
Handbook on Children Recruited and Exploited by Terrorist and Violent Extremist 
Groups: The Role of the Justice System 
UNODC  2017 :: 160 pages 
PDF: http://www.unodc.org/documents/justice-and-prison-reform/Child-
Victims/Handbook_on_Children_Recruited_and_Exploited_by_Terrorist_and_Violent_Extremist_Gr
oups_the_Role_of_the_Justice_System.E.pdf 
 
Old and new challenges 
The use of children in hostilities is not a new phenomenon. Nearly 20 years ago, the report of the 
expert of the Secretary-General on the impact of armed conflict on children, known as the Machel 
Report,8 brought to international attention the extent and consequences of recruitment and use 
of children by armed forces and armed groups. Even today, the recruitment of children largely 
takes place in situations of conflict, though terrorist and violent extremist groups are by no means 
the only ones perpetrating such grave violations against children. 
 
The involvement of terrorist and violent extremist groups entails numerous new challenges for 
States. First, prevention has become particularly complex, as evidenced by the innovative 
methods of propaganda and recruitment employed specifically by such groups. This is a primary 
concern to efforts to effectively tackle a security threat while, at the same time, limiting the 
victimization of such children. 
 
Secondly, because of their association with terrorism-related activities, which are classified in 
international and national law as serious offences, an increasing number of children come into 
contact with national authorities, in particular with justice authorities. In this context, the 

https://www.weforum.org/press/2018/01/new-partnership-aims-to-sequence-genomes-of-all-life-on-earth-unlock-nature-s-value-tackle-bio-piracy-and-habitat-loss
https://www.weforum.org/whitepapers/meat-the-future-time-for-a-protein-portfolio-to-meet-tomorrow-s-demand
https://www.weforum.org/press/2018/01/to-prevent-a-digital-dark-age-world-economic-forum-launches-global-centre-for-cybersecurity
https://www.weforum.org/communities/young-scientists
http://www.unodc.org/documents/justice-and-prison-reform/Child-Victims/Handbook_on_Children_Recruited_and_Exploited_by_Terrorist_and_Violent_Extremist_Groups_the_Role_of_the_Justice_System.E.pdf
http://www.unodc.org/documents/justice-and-prison-reform/Child-Victims/Handbook_on_Children_Recruited_and_Exploited_by_Terrorist_and_Violent_Extremist_Groups_the_Role_of_the_Justice_System.E.pdf
http://www.unodc.org/documents/justice-and-prison-reform/Child-Victims/Handbook_on_Children_Recruited_and_Exploited_by_Terrorist_and_Violent_Extremist_Groups_the_Role_of_the_Justice_System.E.pdf
http://www.unodc.org/documents/justice-and-prison-reform/Child-Victims/Handbook_on_Children_Recruited_and_Exploited_by_Terrorist_and_Violent_Extremist_Groups_the_Role_of_the_Justice_System.E.pdf
http://www.unodc.org/documents/justice-and-prison-reform/Child-Victims/Handbook_on_Children_Recruited_and_Exploited_by_Terrorist_and_Violent_Extremist_Groups_the_Role_of_the_Justice_System.E.pdf


   

 

questions range from the applicable international legal framework to the legal status of the 
children and the competent authorities and procedures to deal with them. Such children are 
commonly regarded as a security risk and subsequently exposed to further violations of their 
rights. 
 
Finally, there is a lack of understanding regarding the rehabilitation and reintegration measures 
that can be effective in addressing the particular stigma associated with terrorism, while taking 
into account the extreme violence that has always characterized recruitment and exploitation of 
children. Also in this context, a key challenge is how to build upon the lessons learned from the 
reintegration of children who have been used in conflict situations and also address the specific 
issues related to terrorism. 
 
The underlying concern, which is at the core of the present publication, is how States can 
preserve public safety and, at the same time, effectively protect the rights of the child. 
 
The role of the justice system 
In order to tackle the very complex and multifaceted phenomenon of children recruited and 
exploited by terrorist and violent extremist groups, it is essential to count on the coordinated 
efforts of a variety of actors and institutions, from different systems. Even if the justice system is 
not the only system that has responsibilities in protecting children, its role is crucial. 
 
The justice system is not only essential for ending impunity and ensuring accountability 
mechanisms, but also instrumental in promoting preventive measures to counter violence against 
children. While it is important to note that not all children recruited and exploited by terrorist and 
violent extremist groups are in contact with the justice system, often actors working within that 
system are the first ones to have contact with those children. For this reason, they have an 
undeniable responsibility to protect, respect and fulfil children’s rights, to prevent revictimization 
and to take action to ensure that other systems (i.e. child protection, health and education) 
provide suitable responses. 
 
Objective 
This Handbook was developed with a view to providing coherent and consistent guidance to 
national authorities on the treatment of children recruited and exploited by terrorist and violent 
extremist groups, with emphasis on the role of the justice system. 
 
Structure of the Handbook 
   The Handbook contains four chapters. Chapters I-IV combine legal guidance on the relevant 
international legal framework with operational guidance aimed at identifying effective approaches 
in the different areas of intervention, overcoming practical challenges and fostering the 
identification and promotion of lessons learned. The case studies featured in each chapter are 
particularly relevant, as they provide further insight on the adaptation of general 
recommendations to specific national and local contexts. 
   Chapter I is on the prevention of child recruitment by terrorist and violent extremist groups. 
Following an analysis of the key motivations and methods of the groups to recruit children, the 
chapter focuses on the need to design and implement comprehensive prevention measures aimed 
at addressing violence against children in general, recruitment in particular and the role of the 
justice systems in such policies. 
   Chapter II focuses on children recruited and exploited by terrorist and violent extremist groups, 
in particular their treatment as victims. The chapter deals with the recognition of their status as 
victims; safeguards aimed at fostering participation of children in criminal proceedings while 
preserving their safety; and their right to reparations. 



   

 

   The subject of chapter III is the treatment of children who have been recruited and exploited by 
terrorist and violent extremist groups and who come in contact with the justice system for 
allegedly having committed terrorism-related offences. The chapter focuses on issues regarding 
the legal status of those children, the competent authorities and procedures to deal with them, 
and minimum guarantees that should inform all stages of justice proceedings. 
   The final chapter addresses the need to support the rehabilitation and reintegration of children 
in different contexts. Taking into account the diversity of the phenomenon, the chapter provides 
overall guidance on child-sensitive reintegration measures, focusing on issues such as the 
demobilization and release of children; cross-border situations; and the reintegration of children 
who come in contact with the justice system. 
 
Press Release 
UNODC launches Handbook on Children Recruited and Exploited by Terrorist Groups 
   - UNODC launched today the Handbook on Children Recruited and Exploited by Terrorist and 
Violent Extremist Groups: The Role of the Justice System, the first United Nations publication on 
the topic. The event was attended by representatives of 48 countries. 
   "The world has been forced to face the reality that terrorists and violent extremist groups target 
children for their purposes," said John Brandolino, UNODC's Director of the Division for Treaty 
Affairs, speaking at the launch event. 
   In this regard, the Handbook aims at providing guidance to law- and policy-makers, as well as 
practitioners on the treatment of children. The publication focuses on the prevention of child 
recruitment; justice for children; and rehabilitation and reintegration… 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
Migration  
 
More than Numbers: How migration data can deliver real-life benefits 
Final version for World Economic Forumin Davos on 24 January 2018 
International Organization for Migration (IOM) and McKinsey & Company 
2018 :: 124 pages 
PDF: https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/more_than_numbers.pdf 
Summary 
Migration is a complex global challenge. Around 258 million people are currently estimated to be 
residing outside their country of birth – a number that has almost tripled in the past 50 years. 
This has policy implications across a myriad of dimensions ranging from border management to 
labour market participation and integration.  
 
Decision makers absolutely need one thing to devise appropriate policies: reliable information. 
Relevant, high-quality data is critical for designing, implementing and evaluating policies that can 
generate substantial economic, social and humanitarian benefits for countries and migrants alike.  
 
Despite widespread consensus on the importance of data to manage migration effectively, the 
current availability of relevant and reliable data is still very limited. Even when data is available, it 
is often not used to its full potential (including new data which is being produced in abundance 
from digital devices). Unfortunately, the current debate focuses far too much on how to get more 
and better data – a technical debate for experts in the engine room of politics. This report aims to 
shift this debate from theory into practice. Decision makers need to be convinced of the value that 
migration data can deliver.  
 

http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/frontpage/2018/January/unodc-launches-handbook-on-children-recruited-and-exploited-by-terrorist-groups.html
https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/more_than_numbers.pdf
https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/more_than_numbers.pdf


   

 

This report is intended to support decision makers in capturing concrete economic, social  
and humanitarian benefits in line with targets they choose to prioritize – by leveraging the  
data that matters. 
 
Press Release 
Investing in Better Migration Data Could be Worth Over USD 35 Billion 
01/24/18 
World Economic Forum, Davos, Switzerland – Could better use of data help turn human mobility 
into an asset worth tens of billions of dollars? 
 
That’s the finding of a study by the UN Migration Agency’s (IOM) Global Migration Data Analysis 
Centre (GMDAC), working with the McKinsey Centre for Government (MCG), being released today 
at Davos’ World Economic Forum.  
 
In the new report, entitled “More than Numbers: How migration data can deliver real-life 
benefits”, IOM and MCG illustrate how investing in better data can help manage migration more 
effectively and illustrates clear examples of this. 
 
The International Organization for Migration´s Director General William Lacy Swing explained in 
launching the report: “Too often, data are seen as the abstract business of experts operating in 
backrooms. Yet data are essential to produce real-life results such as protecting migrants in 
vulnerable situations, fill labour market shortages and improve integration, manage asylum 
procedures, ensure the humane return of migrants ordered to leave or increase remittance flows.” 
 
“In this report, we have taken a fresh perspective on migration data and statistics, one that could 
benefit the entire development world. By taking a value based approach to migration data we can 
ensure that investment is squarely focused on impact. Ultimately, if governments want to see 
better outcomes they need to prioritise more relevant data, not just more data.” Said  Solveigh 
Hieronimus, Partner at McKinsey & Company. 
 
The report illuminates how investing in migration data can bring huge economic, social and 
humanitarian benefits. It provides detailed calculations of these benefits, across a range of 
different policy areas, and for both developed and developing countries. Looking ahead, the 
report provides guidance to countries interested in realising these benefits and suggests ways in 
which they could develop their own strategies to improve data on migration. 
 
For example, many migrants to the European Union have skills that do not match their jobs. Using 
data to reduce over-qualification would increase the income of migrants in the EU by EUR 6 
billion, the report calculates… 
 
::::::  
 
How Immigrants Contribute to Developing Countries' Economies 
OECD/ILO 
Published on January 24, 2018 :: 194 pages 
PDF: http://www.oecd-
ilibrary.org/docserver/download/4118021e.pdf?expires=1517109189&id=id&accname=guest&che
cksum=7E437135340119D008585ED433FE9FC4 
Executive summary 
With more than one-third of international migrants residing in developing countries, immigration 
has an increasing weight on the socioeconomic development of low- and middle-income countries. 

https://www.iom.int/news/investing-better-migration-data-could-be-worth-over-usd-35-billion
http://www.oecd.org/migration/how-immigrants-contribute-to-developing-countries-economies-9789264288737-en.htm
http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/docserver/download/4118021e.pdf?expires=1517109189&id=id&accname=guest&checksum=7E437135340119D008585ED433FE9FC4
http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/docserver/download/4118021e.pdf?expires=1517109189&id=id&accname=guest&checksum=7E437135340119D008585ED433FE9FC4
http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/docserver/download/4118021e.pdf?expires=1517109189&id=id&accname=guest&checksum=7E437135340119D008585ED433FE9FC4


   

 

Yet, policy debate on how immigrants affect host countries often relies more on perception than 
evidence. A more systematic analysis on the economic impact of labour immigration in developing 
countries will better inform policy makers to formulate policies aiming to make the most of 
immigration in destination countries. 
 
The project Assessing the Economic Contribution of Labour Migration in Developing Countries as 
Countries of Destination (ECLM) – carried out by the OECD Development Centre and the 
International Labour Organization and co-financed by the European Union – was conceived to 
provide such analysis. This report synthesises the findings of the project, conducted between 
2014 and 2018 in ten partner countries – Argentina, Cote d’Ivoire, Costa Rica, the Dominican 
Republic, Ghana, Kyrgyzstan, Nepal, Rwanda, South Africa and Thailand –, puts them in the 
context of global analysis and provides evidence on the impact of labour immigration on the  
development of host countries, and presents the main policy recommendations. 
 
The contribution of immigrants to developing countries’ economies 
Using both quantitative and qualitative methods, the analysis in this report focuses on three main  
dimensions of the economic contribution of immigrants in developing countries: labour markets,  
economic growth and public finance. 
 
:: Labour markets: How well immigrants are integrated into the host country’s labour market is 
directly linked with their economic contribution to their destination countries. Immigrants in most 
partner countries have higher labour force participation and employment rates than native-born 
workers. However, the quality of jobs immigrants take remains a concern because they often face 
a lack of decent work. 
   Does immigration affect – either positively or negatively – the labour market outcomes of 
native-born workers? The analysis in the ten developing countries shows that the overall impact of 
immigration is negligible. The results, however, are diverse and highly contextual. This is in line 
with the majority of research on OECD countries which finds only a small effect. 
 
   :: Economic growth: The estimated contribution of immigrants to gross domestic product 
(GDP) ranges from about 1% in Ghana to 19% in Cote d’Ivoire, with an average of 7%. The 
immigrants’ contribution to value added exceeds their population share in employment in half of 
the partner countries. In countries where this is not the case, the differences were small. Overall, 
immigration is unlikely to depress GDP per capita. The analysis on how immigration affects 
productivity reveals less clear results. Various research methods were employed across the 
countries depending on data availability. 
 
   :: Public finance: How do immigrants affect the fiscal balance and the quality of public 
services in developing countries? Immigrants help increase overall public revenues, but the 
increase may not be always sufficient to offset the public expenditures they generate. This is the 
case for two countries, Kyrgyzstan and Nepal, where the deficit is less than 1% of GDP. In the 
other seven partner countries for which data are available, the net direct fiscal impact of 
immigrants is positive but below 1% of GDP. Overall, immigrants’ net fiscal contribution is 
therefore generally positive but limited. This is in line with the available evidence for OECD 
countries. 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
Emergencies 
 



   

 

POLIO  
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
Polio this week as of 24 January 2018 [GPEI] 
:: New on http://polioeradication.org/: In one of the final strongholds of the poliovirus, 
vaccination coverage is improving thanks to the women working to access children.  
:: In Pakistan, we documented some of the high-risk mobile children that must be visited by 
vaccinators during the low transmission season.  
::  By expanding environmental surveillance, Afghanistan hopes to track the movement of 
poliovirus with more accuracy than ever before.  
 
:: Summary of newly-reported viruses this week:  
...Afghanistan:  One new case of wild poliovirus type 1 (WPV1) has been reported in Nangarhar 
province. One new WPV1 positive environmental sample has been reported in Kandahar province.  
… Pakistan: Two new WPV1 positive environmental samples have been reported, one collected 
from Sindh province, and one from Balochistan province.  
 
::::::  
 
Syria cVDPV2 outbreak situation report 31, 23 January 2018 
Situation update 23 January 2018 
:: No new cases of cVDPV2 were reported this week. The total number of cVDPV2 cases remains 
74. The most recent case (by date of onset of paralysis) is 21 September 2017 from Boukamal 
district, Deir Ez-Zor governorate.  
:: The first round of the second phase of the outbreak response has been completed in all 
governorates (Deir Ez-Zor, Homs, Hasakah and Raqqa) with vaccination activities finishing on 21 
January.  
:: Administrative data has been received from all areas except eastern Deir Ez-Zor.  
:: Post-campaign monitoring began 21 January in all governorates.  
:: Preparation for the second round (IPV) continues. Global Polio Eradication Initiative (GPEI) 
partners continue to assist.  
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies  [to 27 January 2018] 
The Syrian Arab Republic  
:: Syria cVDPV2 outbreak situation report 31, 23 January 2018 
[See Polio above for detail] 
 
Yemen  
:: WHO airlifts 200 tonnes of health supplies to Yemen  
   SANA’A, 18 January 2018 — The World Health Organization has delivered 200 tonnes of life-
saving medicines and health supplies to Yemen. Four United Nations planes carrying the cargo 
landed in Sana’a Airport this week. 
   The shipments include essential medicines, insulin vials, antibiotics, rabies vaccines, intravenous 
(IV) fluids, and other medical supplies and equipment… 
 
Nigeria   
Nigeria set to vaccinate 25 million people, its biggest yellow fever campaign ever  24 January 
2018 
[See Yellow Fever below for more detail] 

http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
http://polioeradication.org/
http://polioeradication.org/news-post/afghanistan-female-vaccinators/
http://polioeradication.org/news-post/protecting-children-on-the-move-pakistans-final-frontier/
http://polioeradication.org/news-post/afghanistan-expands-environmental-surveillance/
http://www.emro.who.int/images/stories/iraq/WHO_UNICEF_Situation_Report_31_cVDPV2_outbreak_Syria_23_1_18.pdf?ua=1
http://www.who.int/hac/donorinfo/g3_contributions/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/syr/en/index.html
http://www.emro.who.int/images/stories/iraq/WHO_UNICEF_Situation_Report_31_cVDPV2_outbreak_Syria_23_1_18.pdf?ua=1
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/yem/en/index.html
http://www.emro.who.int/eha/news/who-airlifts-200-tonnes-of-health-supplies-to-yemen.html
http://www.who.int/hac/crises/nga/en/
http://www.afro.who.int/news/nigeria-set-vaccinate-25-million-people-its-biggest-yellow-fever-campaign-ever


   

 

 
Iraq  - No new announcements identified 
South Sudan - No new announcements identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies  [to 27 January 2018] 
Ukraine  
:: Ukraine’s efforts to stop measles outbreak continue as case total increases  
   16 January 2018 -- Measles continues to spread in Ukraine, with new cases now being reported 
in all oblasts and Kyiv. These cases are the latest in an expanding outbreak that affected over 
3000 people and claimed the lives of 5 children and adults in 2017, according to preliminary data. 
The latest information from other countries in the WHO European Region also indicates a rise in 
cases, including large measles outbreaks affecting Greece, Italy and Romania. 
 
Bangladesh/Myanmar: Rakhine Conflict 2017 - No new announcements identified 
Cameroon  - No new announcements identified 
Central African Republic  - No new announcements identified.   
Democratic Republic of the Congo  - No new announcements identified 
Ethiopia  - No new announcements identified. 
Libya - No new announcements identified. 
Niger  - No new announcements identified. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – L3 Emergencies 
The UN and its humanitarian partners are currently responding to three 'L3' emergencies. This is 
the global humanitarian system's classification for the response to the most severe, large-scale 
humanitarian crises.  
Syrian Arab Republic  
:: 26 Jan 2018 - Is the world becoming numb to the killing of children? - Statement by Fran 
Equiza, UNICEF Representative in Syria [EN/AR] 
 
DRC    
:: Deteriorating humanitarian crisis in DR Congo demands largest ever appeal 
    (Kinshasa, 18 January 2018) The dramatic deterioration of the humanitarian situation in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo in 2017 has forced humanitarian actors to launch an appeal for 
USD 1.68 billion for 2018, the largest ever funding appeal for the country where 13.1 million 
people require humanitarian assistance. 
   The funding is required to urgently assist some 10.5 million Congolese people in 2018. 
Geographical expansion of the humanitarian needs and worsening situations in existing crisis 
hotspots all require a step change of the response of the international community to address life-
threatening humanitarian and protection needs… 
 
Yemen   
:: 20 Jan 2018  US$ 2.96 billion needed to provide life-saving assistance to 13.1 million people in 
Yemen in 2018 [EN/AR] 
 
Iraq   - No new announcements identified. 
 

http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/irq/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/ssd/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/hac/donorinfo/g3_contributions/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/ukr/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/hac/crises/ukr/en/
http://www.who.int/hac/crises/mmr/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/cmr/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/caf/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/cod/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/eth/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/lby/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/ner/en/index.html
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/syria
https://reliefweb.int/node/2434629
https://reliefweb.int/node/2434629
https://www.unocha.org/drc
https://reliefweb.int/report/democratic-republic-congo/deteriorating-humanitarian-crisis-dr-congo-demands-largest-ever
https://reliefweb.int/node/2422774/
https://www.unocha.org/yemen
https://reliefweb.int/node/2425134
https://reliefweb.int/node/2425134
https://www.unocha.org/iraq


   

 

:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Corporate Emergencies 
When the USG/ERC declares a Corporate Emergency Response, all OCHA offices, branches and 
sections provide their full support to response activities both at HQ and in the field. 
ROHINGYA REFUGEE CRISIS 
:: ISCG Situation Update: Rohingya Refugee Crisis, Cox’s Bazar | 21 January 2018 
 
Ethiopia    
:: 23 Jan 2018  Ethiopia Humanitarian Bulletin Issue 45 | 08 - 20 January 2018 
HIGHLIGHTS 
…Opening of Gaaluun bridge at Dawa river improves humanitarian access to Dawa zone. 
…As part of the national plan to rehabilitate internally displaced persons in Oromia and Somali 
regions, the Oromia region is settling some 86,000 IDPs in 12 towns across the region. 
…An ‘Alert’ released by Government and humanitarian partners estimated up to 7 million people in 
need of humanitarian assistance in the first half of 2018, requiring some US$895 milliON 
 
Nigeria  - No new announcements identified. 
Somalia - No new announcements identified. 
 

 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 

Agency/Government/IGO Watch 
We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for key 
media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on regional or 
global level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific coverage is limited. 
Please suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
 
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly  
[to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.un.org/en/unpress/ 
Selected Press Releases/Meetings Coverage  
26 January 2018  
GA/12000 
General Assembly Designates 7 April International Day of Reflection on 1994 
Genocide against Tutsi in Rwanda, Amending Title of Annual Observance 
   The General Assembly adopted a decision today designating 7 April as the International Day of 
Reflection on the 1994 Genocide against the Tutsi in Rwanda, recalling also that Hutu and others 
who opposed it were killed. 
 
26 January 2018  
ORG/1663 
At Least 71 United Nations, Associated Personnel Killed in Malicious Attacks against 
Peacekeeping Operations during 2017 
   At least 71 United Nations and associated personnel — 53 peacekeepers and 18 civilians, 
including 2 police personnel and 15 contractors — were killed in malicious attacks in the line of 
duty during 2017, according to the Standing Committee for the Security and Independence of the 
International Civil Service of the United Nations Staff Union. 
 
24 January 2018  

https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
http://www.unocha.org/rohingya-refugee-crisis/
https://reliefweb.int/node/2425469
https://www.unocha.org/ethiopia
https://reliefweb.int/node/2427664
https://www.unocha.org/nigeria
https://www.unocha.org/somalia
http://www.un.org/en/unpress/
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/ga12000.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/ga12000.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/org1663.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/org1663.doc.htm


   

 

SG/SM/18867 
Secretary-General Appalled by Deadly Attack on Save the Children in Afghanistan 
 
23 January 2018  
SC/13174 
Security Council Members Voice Concern over Chemical Weapons Use in Syria, Call for 
Development of New Investigative Mechanism 
   Amid reports of a chemical weapons attack carried out in eastern Ghouta in Syria on 
22 January, the Security Council met today to condemn the continued use of those weapons, and 
urged unity in order to look towards the creation of a new, depoliticized structure to replace the 
Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW)-United Nations Joint Investigative 
Mechanism 
 
 
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 27 January 
2018] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true  
Selected Press Releases – “TOP NEWS” 
Press briefing note on DRC and Ethiopia 
 
Death sentence of Bahá’í follower in Yemen must be quashed – UN rights experts 
 
Egypt must halt executions, say UN human rights experts 
 
Time to end leprosy stigma, says new UN human rights expert 
 
UN experts express serious alarm at effort to shut down independent media outlet in the 
Philippines 
 
UN experts: Davos should address global risks rooted in human rights abuse 
 
Libya: UN expert on internally displaced people set for first official visit to Libya 
 
UN human rights expert to visit Nepal to assess situation of migrants working abroad 
 
 
Human Rights Council   [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/hrc/pages/hrcindex.aspx 
10 January 2018 
Human Rights Council Universal Periodic Review Working Group to hold twenty-ninth session in 
Geneva from 15 to 26 January 2018 
 
 
Committee on the Rights of the Child [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx 
Latest News 
Committee on the Rights of the Child examines report of Palau 
25 January 2018 

Committee on the Rights of the Child considers report of Solomon Islands 
23 January 2018 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sgsm18867.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sc13174.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sc13174.doc.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22602&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22611&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22613&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22608&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22610&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22610&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22603&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22607&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22605&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/hrc/pages/hrcindex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22576&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22576&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22609&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22604&LangID=E


   

 

Committee on the Rights of the Child examines report of Spain 
22 January 2018 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the sale and sexual exploitation of children 
 [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and 
Armed Conflict [to 27 January 2018] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest 
attainable standard of physical and mental health  [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in 
Conflict [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN OCHA [to 27 January 2018] 
https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases 
Selected Press Releases 
26 January 2018 
2016 - 2017 Humanitarian Financing Task Team Progress Report 
 
24 January 2018 
Assistant Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Deputy Emergency Relief Coordinator, 
Ms. Ursula Mueller Statement to the Security Council on the humanitarian situation in South 
Sudan 
   
Acting Humanitarian Coordinator for Afghanistan appalled by attack on humanitarian organisation 
 
More than half of the population in Central Africa will need humanitarian assistance in 2018 
 
22 January 2018 
Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, Mark 
Lowcock – Statement on the situation in Yemen, 22 January 2018 
 
21 January 2018 
US$ 2.96 billion needed to provide life-saving assistance to 13.1 million people in Yemen in 2018 
[EN/AR] 
 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22600&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/
https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases
https://reliefweb.int/node/2435649
https://reliefweb.int/node/2431414
https://reliefweb.int/node/2431414
https://reliefweb.int/node/2431414
https://reliefweb.int/node/2430774
https://reliefweb.int/node/2430194
https://reliefweb.int/node/2427354
https://reliefweb.int/node/2427354
https://reliefweb.int/node/2425134
https://reliefweb.int/node/2425134


   

 

 
UNICEF  [to 27 January 2018] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/ 
24 January 2018  
More action needed to improve security and humanitarian access in Myanmar if 
Rohingya children are to return safely - UNICEF 
   COX’S BAZAR, Bangladesh, 24 January 2018 -  Improved security and unimpeded humanitarian 
access in Myanmar are essential before Rohingya children can be returned from Bangladesh, 
UNICEF Deputy Executive Director Justin Forsyth said today.  
 
Statement by Geert Cappelaere, UNICEF Regional Director for the Middle East and 
North Africa, on Syrian children freezing to death while crossing from Syria to 
Lebanon  
  AMMAN, 20 January 2018- “It is tragic that at least 12 Syrians including two children died in 
Eastern Lebanon near the Masna’ border crossing with Syria."   
 
At least one in four children in Iraq impacted by conflict and poverty  
   BAGHDAD/AMMAN, 19 January 2018 – “Iraq today hosts one of UNICEF’s largest operations in 
the world, responding with humanitarian and development assistance to the needs of the most 
vulnerable girls and boys across the country.  
 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html 
Briefing Notes  
CAR displacement reaches unprecedented levels in 2017 23 Jan 2018  
 
UNHCR steps up call for unhindered access in Myanmar’s northern Rakhine state 23 
Jan 2018 
 
Press releases and news comments 
Global report: 10 most under-reported humanitarian crises of 2017 22 Jan 2018 
 
Statement on the death of 15 Syrians during an overnight storm while they were 
attempting to enter Lebanese territory 21 Jan 2018 
 
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
Selected Announcements 
IOM, UNHCR Condemn Refugee and Migrant Drownings Off Coast of Yemen 
2018-01-26 16:25 
   Geneva - IOM, the UN Migration Agency, and UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency, are outraged 
and saddened at the drownings of at least 30 refugees and migrants off the coast of Aden. 
 
“Safe Spaces” Offer Psychosocial Support to Rohingya Women 
2018-01-26 16:23 
   Cox's Bazar – “The reason we have the mirror is that after everything that has happened to 
them, many of the women cannot bear to look at themselves.” 
 

https://www.unicef.org/media/
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_102491.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_102491.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_102483.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_102483.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_102483.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_102482.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2018/1/5a6701184/car-displacement-reaches-unprecedented-levels-2017.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2018/1/5a6700a84/unhcr-steps-call-unhindered-access-myanmars-northern-rakhine-state.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2018/1/5a659f6ca/global-report-10-under-reported-humanitarian-crises-2017.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2018/1/5a64875d4/statement-death-15-syrians-during-overnight-storm-attempting-enter-lebanese.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2018/1/5a64875d4/statement-death-15-syrians-during-overnight-storm-attempting-enter-lebanese.html
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-and-unhcr-condemn-refugee-and-migrant-drownings-coast-yemen
https://www.iom.int/news/safe-spaces-offer-psychosocial-support-rohingya-women


   

 

UN Migration Agency in Finland Releases Guidelines for Identifying Victims of Human 
Trafficking 
2018-01-26 16:22 
  Helsinki – Many health and social workers struggle to identify victims of trafficking, surveys 
show. 
 
Mediterranean Migrant Arrivals Reach 4,742 in 2018; Deaths Reach 206 
2018-01-26 16:20 
   Geneva – IOM, the UN Migration Agency, reports that 4,742 migrants and refugees entered 
Europe by sea through 25 January. This compares with 3,831 coming ashore during a similar 
period in 2017. 
 
Investing in Better Migration Data Could be Worth Over USD 35 Billion 
2018-01-24 10:00 
   World Economic Forum, Davos, Switzerland – Could better use of data help turn human mobility 
into an asset worth tens of billions of dollars? 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
 
UNAIDS [to 27 January 2018]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
22 January 2018 
Update  
How do investment vehicles and innovations work together to deliver better health 
care? 
   UNAIDS, ICV, Johnson & Johnson, BD and the Center for Global Health and Diplomacy are 
hosting a forum entitled Transformational Aid for Development in order to create connections for 
scaling up innovations and investments for health and to reach vulnerable populations… 
 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 27 January 2018] 
142nd session of the WHO Executive Board 
   19 January 2018 – Next week the WHO Executive Board will set the agenda for the World 
Health Assembly, and determine how to best promote health, keep the world safe, and serve the 
vulnerable. The session takes place on 
22–27 January 2018 in Geneva, Switzerland, and will be webcast live.  
:: Provisional agenda  
:: All documentation  
[See Milestones above for more detail] 
 
World Leprosy Day: ending transmission among children 
  26 January 2018 – National programmes must boost active case-finding, strengthen surveillance, 
improve contact-tracing and focus more on early detection of leprosy cases among children to 
ensure achievement of the global target of zero child infections by 2020. This call comes as the 
world observers World Leprosy Day on Sunday, 28 January.  
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO     

https://www.iom.int/news/un-migration-agency-finland-releases-guidelines-identifying-victims-human-trafficking
https://www.iom.int/news/un-migration-agency-finland-releases-guidelines-identifying-victims-human-trafficking
https://www.iom.int/news/mediterranean-migrant-arrivals-reach-4742-2018-deaths-reach-206
https://www.iom.int/news/investing-better-migration-data-could-be-worth-over-usd-35-billion
http://www.unaids.org/en
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2018/january/20180122_transformational_aid
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2018/january/20180122_transformational_aid
http://www.who.int/entity/mediacentre/events/2018/eb142/en/index.html
http://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/EB142/B142_1-en.pdf?ua=1&ua=1
http://apps.who.int/gb/e/e_eb142.html
http://www.who.int/entity/neglected_diseases/news/Leprosy_ending_transmission_among_children/en/index.html
http://www.afro.who.int/


   

 

:: WHO promotes one-health approach to enhance response to zoonoses in South Sudan 
25 January 2018  
:: Nigeria set to vaccinate 25 million people, its biggest yellow fever campaign ever - Copy 
24 January 2018  
:: WHO prioritizes water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) services in health care facilities to 
achieve health goals in South Sudan  24 January 2018  
:: Government of Uganda confirms outbreak of Crimean-Congo hemorrhagic and Rift Valley fevers  
24 January 2018  
:: Antimicrobial Consumption Monitoring in Mauritius  23 January 2018  
:: Strengthening rational use of Medicines in Tanzania  23 January 2018  
:: The United Nations in Zambia, CDC and DFID commend government’s initiative of setting up an 
efficient cholera treatment hospital and for scaling up preventive interventions in the community 
22 January 2018  
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
:: 2017 in review: 10 key public health events in the Americas (12/20/2017) 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
:: Nearly half a million children being vaccinated against diphtheria in Cox’s Bazar  14 January 
2018 
 
WHO European Region EURO  
::  Understanding and addressing the mental health needs of adolescents 26-01-2018  
:: Cross-sectoral toolkit to guide Member States along SDG roadmap 25-01-2018 
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: New tool supports systematic use of research evidence for public health decision-making 
   Cairo, 25 January 2018 – As a result of collaborative work between WHO and several academic 
institutions, a tool has been developed to streamline use of qualitative research evidence in public 
health decision-making. A series of academic papers published in the Implementation Science 
journal this week provides a scientific tool for assessing how much confidence to place in findings 
from qualitative evidence syntheses. The tool known as CERQual has been designed to help 
decision-makers use qualitative evidence for decisions and policies about health care and social 
welfare 
:: WHO responds to humanitarian needs in Tripoli with the support of ECHO  22 January 2018 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
:: Healthy Islands: South Pacific Tourism Organisation and WHO forge new partnership 
   SUVA, Fiji, 17 January 2018 – The World Health Organization and the South Pacific Tourism 
Organisation join forces to promote healthy tourism in the Pacific. Through a new partnership, the 
organizations commit to promoting the health and well-being of tourists and the tourism 
workforce by establishing smoke-free public places, increasing access to healthy local food options 
and physical activities and improving accessibility for persons with disabilities in the tourism 
sector. 
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2018/ 
27 January 2018 
Agriculture Ministers support OIE commitment to shape the future of livestock 

http://www.afro.who.int/news/who-promotes-one-health-approach-enhance-response-zoonoses-south-sudan
http://www.afro.who.int/news/nigeria-set-vaccinate-25-million-people-its-biggest-yellow-fever-campaign-ever-copy
http://www.afro.who.int/news/who-prioritizes-water-sanitation-and-hygiene-wash-services-health-care-facilities-achieve
http://www.afro.who.int/news/who-prioritizes-water-sanitation-and-hygiene-wash-services-health-care-facilities-achieve
http://www.afro.who.int/news/government-uganda-confirms-outbreak-crimean-congo-hemorrhagic-and-rift-valley-fevers
http://www.afro.who.int/news/antimicrobial-consumption-monitoring-mauritius
http://www.afro.who.int/news/strengthening-rational-use-medicines-tanzania
http://www.afro.who.int/news/united-nations-zambia-cdc-and-dfid-commend-governments-initiative-setting-efficient-cholera
http://www.afro.who.int/news/united-nations-zambia-cdc-and-dfid-commend-governments-initiative-setting-efficient-cholera
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=466&Itemid=40108&lang=en
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=14027&Itemid=1926&lang=en
http://www.searo.who.int/
http://www.searo.who.int/mediacentre/releases/2018/1676/en/index.html
http://www.euro.who.int/
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/noncommunicable-diseases/mental-health/news/news/2018/01/understanding-and-addressing-the-mental-health-needs-of-adolescents2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-policy/sustainable-development-goals/news/news/2018/01/cross-sectoral-toolkit-to-guide-member-states-along-sdg-roadmap2
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Last Saturday, the 69 Ministers’ delegations participating in the 10th Global Forum for Food and 
Agriculture handed over a document with calls for action to the Directors general of the OIE and 
FAO in order to shape the future of a more sustainable, responsible and efficient livestock 
production. 
   22 January 2018, Paris - The Global Forum for Food and Agriculture ended on Saturday 20 
January 2018, in Berlin, Germany. At this occasion, the 69 Ministers of Agriculture participating in 
the Ministers’ conference handed over to Dr Monique Eloit, OIE Director General, and Mr. José 
Graziano da Silva, FAO Director General, a Communiqué listing actions to be implemented to 
shape the future of livestock.  
   The need to improve animal health and welfare was clearly stated, with four principal areas of 
work, namely: disease prevention and control, animal welfare management, fight against 
antimicrobial resistance, as well as capacity building.     
Read the full communiqué: "Shaping the future of livestock – sustainably, responsibly, efficiently" 
 
 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
Selected Press Releases/Announcements 
First Regular Session of the Executive Board 
Posted on January 22, 2018 
 
 
UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 27 January 2018] 
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
UN Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN)  [to 27 January 2018] 
http://unsdsn.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division  [to 27 January 2018] 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/ 
Call for Session proposals for United Nations World Data Forum 2018 
   The Programme Committee for the UN World Data Forum 2018 invites you to submit proposals 
for sessions to be considered for inclusion in the programme for the UNWDF2018.  
The deadline for submission of session proposals is 31 January 2018.  
   For more information, please visit the call for session proposal page. 
 
 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 27 January 2018] 
 https://www.unenvironment.org/  
26 Jan 2018  Press release 
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UN Environment and Ellen MacArthur Foundation sign new agreement 
   The Ellen MacArthur Foundation and UN Environment have entered into a new agreement to 
scale up and accelerate the shift towards a circular economy.  
 
26 Jan 2018  Press release  
UN Environment and WTO launch dialogue on healthier environments through trade 
   UN Environment Executive Director Erik Solheim and World Trade Organization Director-General 
Roberto Azevêdo announced today that their organizations would join forces to launch a new 
dialogue on promoting innovative ways of using trade… 
 
 
UNISDR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.unisdr.org/archive 
23 Jan 2018 
Cities Scale Up Resilience 
   Twenty cities with a combined population of more than 50 million people today began sharing 
experience on how to save lives and protect livelihoods in the face of mounting disaster and 
climate risk. 
 
 
UN DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 27 January 2018] 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news.html 
26 January 2018, New York  
Generation 2030 makes a stand at UN Youth Forum 
   They have been described both as self-absorbed and altruistic; consumeristic and 
environmentally conscious; apathetic and socially engaged. The current youth generation, often 
referred to as Generation Y or Millennials, seems to evade a single definition or label, but one 
thing is certain – they are building a future that will be radically different than anything we have 
seen before. 
  At the end of January, young activists and leaders from every corner of the world will descend 
on New York for the annual Youth Forum of the UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC). Here, 
they will meet ministers and high-level officials of governments, UN agencies and other 
international organizations. The key difference is, at this Forum, it is the youth who does the 
talking. 
   The Forum started in the year 2012 as a primary platform to give young people a say on global 
problems discussed by the United Nations. This year, ministers and other officials will hear the 
concerns, hopes and ideas of hundreds of young participants from around the world. 
 
26 January 2018, New York  
Ending poverty for inclusive, resilient and sustainable societies 
   Eradicating poverty in all its forms and dimensions, including extreme poverty, is the greatest 
global challenge and an indispensable requirement for sustainable development. The 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development resolves to free the human race from the tyranny of poverty 
and to heal and secure our planet. The upcoming 56th session of the Commission for Social 
Development will discuss strategies to achieve that overarching Global Goal by 2030. 
   “The Commission for Social Development represents an excellent opportunity for key 
stakeholders to engage in a substantive dialogue on policy options to eradicate poverty to achieve 
sustainable development for all,” said Nikulás Hannigan, Chair of the Commission’s 56th Session. 
   The Commission, as a multi-stakeholder platform, will facilitate the exchange of policies and 
strategies that have proven to be effective in reducing poverty, including through ensuring policy 
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coherence and enhanced coordination across sectors in line with the 2030 Agenda and the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).” 
   This year’s Ageing and mainstreaming of disability in the implementation of the 2030 Agenda. 
   “Delegations are encouraged to come prepared to interact, propose new and innovative ideas, 
and share their experiences,” said Mr. Hannigan. To prepare civil society participants for the 
Commission, the NGO Committee on Social Development will host a Civil Society Forum on 2 
February 2018, under the theme Commission will feature four high-level panel discussions on: 
strategies for eradicating poverty; innovation and interconnectivity for social development; the 
Madrid Plan of Action on  
of “Social Protection, Including Floors”… 
 
 
UNESCO  [to 27 January 2018] 
http://en.unesco.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 27 January 2018] 
26 January 2018  
UNODC launches Handbook on Children Recruited and Exploited by Terrorist Groups 
   - UNODC launched today the Handbook on Children Recruited and Exploited by Terrorist and 
Violent Extremist Groups: The Role of the Justice System, the first United Nations publication on 
the topic. The event was attended by representatives of 48 countries. 
   "The world has been forced to face the reality that terrorists and violent extremist groups target 
children for their purposes," said John Brandolino, UNODC's Director of the Division for Treaty 
Affairs, speaking at the launch event. 
   In this regard, the Handbook aims at providing guidance to law- and policy-makers, as well as 
practitioners on the treatment of children. The publication focuses on the prevention of child 
recruitment; justice for children; and rehabilitation and reintegration… 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
UNODC Goodwill Ambassador Thai Princess Visits Women's Prison To Promote 
Reforms 
25 January 2018 - United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) Goodwill Ambassador on 
the Rule of Law for Southeast Asia, Her Royal Highness Princess Bajrakitiyabha Mahidol, UNODC 
Regional Representative Jeremy Douglas, Executive Director of the Thailand Institute of Justice, 
Kittipong Kittiyarak, senior diplomats, and regional prison managers visited a women's prison in 
the northern Thailand today, meeting inmates, reviewing facilities and discussing criminal justice 
reforms. 
 
 
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 27 January 2018] 
http://unhabitat.org/media-centre/news/ 
Posted January 25, 2018 
Migration, Displacement and Inclusive Cities: Opportunities and Challenges for Local 
Governments in the Arab Region. 
   People have been increasingly moving into cities, voluntarily seeking new economic 
opportunities or escaping forcibly from mounting political conflicts or unprecedented natural 
disasters. Associated with this development is the overwhelming demand for affordable urban 
housing, adequate jobs,... 
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Posted January 23, 2018 
Climate change affecting urbanisation in Kenya’s nomadic areas, says Governor 
   Nairobi, 23 January 2018—The effects of climate change are affecting the grazing patterns in 
Kenya’s nomadic communities forcing many of them to relocate to towns and urban centres which 
has resulted in chaotic urbanisation, the Governor of... 
 
Posted January 22, 2018 
UN-Habitat’s new Executive Director reports 
   Nairobi 22 January 2018—UN-Habitat’s new Executive Director Ms. Maimunah Mohd 
Sharif assumed office on Monday promising to work closely with the agency’s staff in order to 
achieve its objectives of sustainable urbanisation across the globe… 
 
 
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2016/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ILO International Labour Organization  [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm 
New report 
ILO, OECD call for tapping immigrants’ contribution to foster economic 
transformation   
24 January 2018  
New report shows that negative perceptions of immigrants are often unjustified as their impact on 
labour markets, economic growth and public finance in developing countries is generally positive, 
although relatively limited. 
 
World Employment and Social Outlook – Trends 2018 
ILO: Unemployment and decent work deficits to remain high in 2018   
22 January 2018  
The ILO’s flagship report shows that while the global unemployment rate is stabilizing, 
unemployment and decent work deficits will stay at persistently high levels in many parts of the 
world. 
 
 
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/default.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IMO International Maritime Organization  [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 27 January 2018] 
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release 
No new digest content identified. 
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UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html 
23 January 2018  
Partners launch new framework for eco-industrial parks  
   VIENNA,— Three development organizations have joined forces to create a new framework 
defining the key elements of eco-industrial parks, setting up a common understanding of how to 
promote economic growth, while protecting the environment, workers and the public. 
 
 
International Organization for Standardization (ISO)  [to 27 January 2018] 
https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 27 January 2018] 
http://media.unwto.org/news 
25 January 2017 
UNWTO Secretary-General appoints Mr. Shanzhong Zhu as UNWTO Executive Director 
   UNWTO Secretary-General Zurab Pololikashvili appointed Mr. Shanzhong Zhu as Executive 
Director of UNWTO. Mr. Zhu, a Chinese national, began his two-year term on 1 January 2018. Mr. 
Zhu joined UNWTO in 2014 as Executive Director. Prior to his appointment he was Vice Chairman 
of China National Tourism Administration (CNTA).   
 
23 January 2018 
Private sector commits to the UNWTO Global Code of Ethics for Tourism at FITUR 
   Seven companies and one association formalized their commitment to the UNWTO Global Code 
of Ethics for Tourism during an event held in the context of FITUR, the International Tourism Fair 
of Madrid 
 
WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CBD  Convention on Biological Diversity [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.cbd.int/press-releases/  
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
USAID [to 27 January 2018] 
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information 
Selected Press Releases 
Fact Sheet: U.S. Assistance for the People of Syria  
January 26, 2018 
   As the world’s largest humanitarian donor, the United States has provided nearly $7.7 billion in 
humanitarian assistance for the Syrian people, since the start of the crisis in 2011. This aid 
reflects the continued generosity of the American people and demonstrates the United States’ 
steadfast commitment to addressing the unprecedented magnitude of suffering in Syria and the 
region. In addition to providing humanitarian assistance, including emergency food, water, 
shelter, and health services, the United States is also providing stabilization assistance. 
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USAID Administrator Mark Green's Remarks at an Unlocking the Potential of 
Development-Impact Bonds Event at the World Economic Forum  
January 25, 2018 
Steigenberger Grandhotel Belvedere Davos, Switzerland 
   So, as many of us know, there have been some tremendous progress in maternal and child 
health over the past two decades thanks in part to the Millennium and Sustainable Development 
Goals.  However a huge challenge remains.  For example, according to a recent report, 30 million 
newborns are expected to die between now and 2030.  That's a shocking number, 30 million 
newborn.  Tackling this challenge and the other SDGs will require new tools, partnerships, and 
innovation to fill the estimated $2.5 annual -- $2.5 trillion annual investment gap to achieve the 
Sustainable Development Goals. 
 
USAID Administrator Green Announces Launch of Smart Communities Coalition with 
Private-Sector Partners at the World Economic Forum  
January 24, 2018 
   United States Agency for International Development (USAID) Administrator Mark Green and 
Mastercard Executive Vice President of Public-Private Partnerships Tara Nathan co-chaired the 
launch of the Smart Communities Coalition (SCC) today at the World Economic Forum in Davos. 
SCC will address technology challenges that refugees and host communities face, and increase 
their Internet connectivity, digital-payment capabilities, and energy access within refugee 
settlements. SCC will improve camp-management and service delivery, and help empower 
refugees to provide for themselves and their families. 
 
 
DFID  [to 27 January 2018] 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development 
Selected Press Releases 
26 January 2018  DFID  Press release 
UK aid backs ground-breaking British research into ‘super-crops’  
 
UK aid supports world’s first mobile app to help the poorest people with disabilities 
into work  
24 January 2018  DFID  Press release 
 
International Development Secretary in Somalia: “The UK averted famine last year, 
but the job is not yet done”  
22 January 2018  DFID and FCO   Press release 
 
Matthew Rycroft joins DFID today as our new Permanent Secretary.  
22 January 2018  DFID  Press release 
 
International Development Secretary: “We need new ideas to future-proof against 
Africa’s biggest challenges”  
22 January 2018  DFID  Press release 
 
 
ECHO  [to 27 January 2018] 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news 
24/01/2018 
Joint Statement on the attack against the NGO Save the Children in Afghanistan 
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    Christos Stylianides, the Commissioner for Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Management, Federica 
Mogherini, the High Representative of the European Union for Foreign Affairs and Security 
Policy/Vice-President of the European Commission, and Neven Mimica...  
 
:::::: 
 
African Union [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.au.int/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
January 27, 2018  
Inaugural Meeting of the Committee of Ten Heads of State and Government 
Champions for Education, Science and Technology  
 
January 27, 2018  
High Level Special Event on Ending Hunger in Africa  
 
January 27, 2018  
African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights to launch report on human rights 
and HIV in Africa  
 
January 25, 2018  
The African Union to launch the Africa Agriculture Transformation Scorecard; towards 
achieving agricultural transformation  
 
  
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations  [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.asean.org/news 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
ASEAN meets to discuss economic priorities for 2018 
   Singapore, 22 January 2018 – Secretary-General of ASEAN Dato Lim Jock Hoi chaired the 8th 
Meeting of the Committee of the Whole for the ASEAN Economic Community (CoW) in Singapore 
yesterday where the Member States laid out economic priorities for the year and cross-cutting 
issues. Dato Lim’s chairing of the meeting highlights the significance of [...] 
 
 
European Commission [to 27 January 2018] 
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1 
25/01/2018   
Investing in Africa: the EU and Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation commit a further €100 
million    
   European Commission - Press release Brussels, 25 January 2018 The Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation today announced their commitment to contribute to the EU's External Investment 
Plan. The Gates Foundation will contribute $50 million (€40.9 million) in financing, as well as an 
additional $12.5 million (€10.2 million) in technical assistance,...  
 
Joint Statement on the attack against the NGO Save the Children in Afghanistan  
24/01/2018  -   
   European Commission - Statement Brussels, 24 January 2018 Federica Mogherini, the High 
Representative of the European Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy/Vice-President of the 
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European Commission, Christos Stylianides, the Commissioner for Humanitarian Aid and Crisis 
Management, and Neven Mimica, the Commissioner for International Cooperation and 
Development, issue the following...  
 
 
OECD  [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/publicationsdocuments/bydate/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
24-January-2018 
Major step forward in international tax co-operation as additional countries sign 
landmark agreement to strengthen tax treaties  
   Ministers and high-level officials from Barbados, Côte d’Ivoire, Jamaica, Malaysia, Panama and 
Tunisia have today signed the BEPS Multilateral Convention bringing the total number of 
signatories to 78. This Convention updates the existing network of bilateral tax treaties and 
reduces opportunities for tax avoidance by multinational enterprises.  
 
24-January-2018 
Supporting ageing workforce key to tackling future US economic challenges  
   Providing American seniors with better work incentives and opportunities will be crucial for the 
United States to meet the challenges of its rapidly ageing population. By 2028, more than one in 
five Americans will be aged 65 and over, up from fewer than one in six today, according to a new 
OECD report.  
 
 
Organization of American States (OAS)   [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.oas.org/en/ 
January 23, 2018 
Barbados Ratification Ensures All Active OAS Member States are Part of Anti-
Corruption Convention 
   Barbados ratified the Inter-American Convention against Corruption, making it the most ratified 
convention in the Inter-American system together with the OAS Charter. 
   With the action by Barbados, all 34 active OAS member states have ratified the Convention (all 
member states with the exception of Cuba, which currently does not participate in OAS activities).    
The Convention, which is a binding legal document on its signatories, lays out a commitment to 
address corruption in a comprehensive manner. It contains measures for the prevention, 
detection and investigation of acts of corruption, for sanctioning those who commit acts of 
corruption, and for the recovery by the State of the proceeds of those acts… 
 
 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 27 January 2018] 
https://www.oic-oci.org/home/?lan=en 
27/01/2018 
OIC Organizes Workshop in Niger on Protecting Youth from Radicalism 
   The Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) in collaboration with the Islamic Development 
Bank and the Islamic University of Niger is organizing a training workshop under the theme: "The 
role of education in preventing extremism and Radicalism ", January 29, 2018, in Niamey, Niger. 
 
OIC Condemns Terrorist Attack on ‘Save the Children’ in Jalalabad, Afghanistan 
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   The Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) condemned in the strongest terms the cowardly 
attack carried out against the British aid agency ‘Save the Children’ in the eastern Afghan city of 
Jalalabad on Wednesday, 24 January 2018, killing at least five people and injuring dozens.  
25/01/2018 
 
Al Othaimeen Pays Tribute to the Arab Alliance for its 1.5 billion US$ Donation for 
Yemen 
   The Secretary General of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), H.E. Dr. Yousef A. Al-
Othaimeen paid tribute today 23 January 2018 to the Arab Alliance for its donation of one billion 
and a half US$ in support of the legitimate authority in Yemen. He also paid tribute to the 
Alliance’s deployment of a comprehensive humanitarian process in Yemen by land, sea and air, 
through the efforts of UN humanitarian organs, in addition to its initiation of multiple 
developmental projects to redress the infrastructure all across the Yemen. 
23/01/2018 
 
 
Group of 77  [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.g77.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
UNCTAD  [to 27 January 2018] 
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives] 
22 Jan 2018  
Global foreign direct investment slipped in 2017 
   Global flows of foreign direct investment (FDI) fell by 16% in 2017 to an estimated US$1.52 
trillion, from a revised US$1.81 trillion in 2016, according to the latest UNCTAD Global Investment 
Trends Monitor. Global flows of foreign direct investment (FDI) fell by 16% in 2017 to an 
estimated US$1.52 trillion, from a revised US$1.81 trillion in 2016, according to the latest UNCTAD 
Global Investment Trends Monitor. 
 
 
WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives] 
26 January 2018 
Davos: DG Azevêdo calls on members to match words of support for the WTO with 
deeds  
   At an informal ministerial gathering on WTO issues hosted by the Swiss government on 26 
January, Director-General Roberto Azevêdo reviewed the challenges and opportunities arising 
from the 11th WTO Ministerial Conference (MC11) held in Buenos Aires in December 2017, and 
called on WTO members to follow up on their pledges of political support for the multilateral 
trading system with actions, including a greater willingness to seek compromise. The meeting was 
held on the final day of the World Economic Forum Annual Meeting in Davos. It was attended by 
representatives from a wide range of WTO members, including representatives of the WTO Least-
developed Countries Group, the WTO Africa Group, and the WTO Africa, Caribbean and Pacific 
Group.  
 
Trilateral symposium to examine how innovative technologies can promote health-related SDGs 
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https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=17297&ref=9185&lan=en
http://www.g77.org/
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/PressRelease.aspx?OriginalVersionID=445
http://unctad.org/en/PublicationsLibrary/diaeia2018d1_en.pdf
http://unctad.org/en/PublicationsLibrary/diaeia2018d1_en.pdf
http://unctad.org/en/PublicationsLibrary/diaeia2018d1_en.pdf
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news18_e/igo_26jan18_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news18_e/igo_26jan18_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news18_e/igo_22jan18_e.htm


   

 

22 January 2018 
   The WTO, the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) and the World Health 
Organization (WHO) will convene a symposium on 26 February 2018 to discuss challenges and 
opportunities to ensure that innovative technologies are developed in order to realize the right to 
health and the health-related UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 
 
:::::: 
 
IPU  Inter-Parliamentary Union   [to 27 January 2018] 
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Court of Justice  [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Criminal Court (ICC)  [to 27 January 2018] 
Trying individuals for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/ 
25 January 2018 
ICC Prosecutor, Fatou Bensouda, condemns recent violence in Benghazi, Libya  
   I am deeply concerned by reports that unidentified persons detonated two car bombs outside 
the Baya'at al-Radwan mosque in the Al-Salmani district of Benghazi, Libya on the evening of 23 
January 2018, killing at least 34 people, including children, and wounding over 90 others. 
   I am equally appalled by photographs and video made public on 24 January 2018, that 
purportedly show Major Mahmoud Mustafa Busayf al-Werfalli executing 10 persons in front of the 
Baya'at al-Radwan mosque, in what appears to constitute retaliation for the cowardly bombings of 
23 January 2018.  
   These bombings and executions demand both condemnation and a meaningful response. My 
Office remains committed to doing its part, within its means, by investigating and prosecuting 
grave crimes in Libya falling under the jurisdiction of the International Criminal Court ("ICC" or 
"Court"), in particular, the crimes of commanders and superiors, irrespective of the identity of the 
perpetrators or their affiliation.  
   Since 15 August 2017, Mr al-Werfalli has been the subject of a warrant of arrest issued by Pre-
Trial Chamber I of the ICC for his alleged direct participation in seven incidents in 2016 and 2017, 
in which 33 individuals were executed.  
   I once again repeat my call to Libya to take all necessary steps possible to immediately arrest 
and surrender Mr al-Werfalli to the ICC. I also repeat my call on all States, including members of 
the United Nations Security Council, to support Libya in facilitating Mr al-Werfalli's arrest and 
surrender to the Court… 
 
:::::: 
 
World Bank [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week]  
Haiti: New WB Report Calls for Strengthening Urban Resilience 

https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases
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   PORT-AU-PRINCE, January 23, 2018 – A new report issued today by the World Bank reveals 
that Haiti is the third most urbanized country in Latin America and the Caribbean, just after 
Trinidad and Tobago...  
Date: January 23, 2018 Type: Press Release  
 
The Global Partnership for Education and the World Bank Group: The Facts 
   Partnership The World Bank Group (WBG) is a long-standing member of the Global Partnership 
for Education (GPE), which was established in 2002 as the Education for All Fast Track 
Initiative.The partnership...  
Date: January 23, 2018 Type: Brief 
 
Blockchain & Distributed Ledger Technology (DLT) 
   The rapid development and spread of new technologies has been significantly transforming the 
financial sector. The World Bank Group published the first fintech note that looks at Distributed 
Ledger Technology...  
Date: January 23, 2018 Type: Brief  
 
 
IMF  [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?DateFrom=2017-01-01&DateTo=2017-12-31 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week]  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
African Development Bank Group  [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Africa-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
26/01/2018  
African Economic Outlook 2018 presented to African Union Summit delegates in Addis 
Ababa 
   - African economies have been resilient to negative shocks, but poor infrastructure is a serious 
impediment to inclusive growth, according to the 2018 edition of the African Economic Outlook 
(AEO) presented to delegates in Addis Ababa at the African Union Summit on Friday. 
 
 
Asian Development Bank  [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.adb.org/news/releases 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of •  •  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank   [to 27 January 2018] 
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 27 January 2018] 

http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/education/brief/the-global-partnership-for-education-and-the-world-bank-group-the-facts
http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/financialsector/brief/blockchain-dlt
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?DateFrom=2017-01-01&DateTo=2017-12-31
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/african-economic-outlook-2018-presented-to-african-union-summit-delegates-in-addis-ababa-17800/
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/african-economic-outlook-2018-presented-to-african-union-summit-delegates-in-addis-ababa-17800/
http://www.adb.org/news/releases
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https://www.ifad.org/newsroom/press_release/list/tags/y2018 
25 January 2018  
IFAD and Indonesia invest US$55 million to sustainably improve smallholder farmers’ 
incomes and livelihoods  
 
25 January 2018  
IFAD and India invest US$168 million to increase farming incomes for tribal 
households in Mizoram and Nagaland States  
 
24 January 2018  
Independent evaluation shows IFAD-supported programme in Cambodia helped 
smallholders to increase and diversify agricultural production  
 
23 January 2018  
Remember the world’s poorest and most marginalized, IFAD President urges leaders 
gathering at WEF  
 
22 January 2018  
UN food and agriculture agencies present key findings and recommendations of 
country strategy and programme evaluations in Cameroon  
 

 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 
 

:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
   We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new research 
and major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, collaborations, and 
initiatives across the human rights, humanitarian response and development spheres of action.  
   This Watch section is intended to be indicative, not exhaustive. We will not include fund raising 
announcements, programs events or appeals, and generally not include content which is primarily 
photo-documentation or video in format. 
 
 
Action Contre la Faim – Action Against Hunger  [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/en 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 27 January 2018] 
http://amref.org/news/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Aravind Eye Care System  [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.aravind.org/default/currentnewscontent 
http://amref.org/news/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
  
BRAC  [to 27 January 2018] 

https://www.ifad.org/newsroom/press_release/list/tags/y2018
https://www.ifad.org/asset?id=50489915&locale=en_US
https://www.ifad.org/asset?id=50489915&locale=en_US
https://www.ifad.org/asset?id=50481919&locale=en_US
https://www.ifad.org/asset?id=50481919&locale=en_US
https://www.ifad.org/asset?id=50465920&locale=en_US
https://www.ifad.org/asset?id=50465920&locale=en_US
https://www.ifad.org/asset?id=50441922&locale=en_US
https://www.ifad.org/asset?id=50441922&locale=en_US
https://www.ifad.org/asset?id=50439918&locale=en_US
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http://www.brac.net/#news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CARE International  [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases 
22nd Jan 2018     
Global report: 10 most under-reported humanitarian crises of 2017 
   CARE report “Suffering in Silence” highlights humanitarian crises around the world that rarely 
made the news / North Korea, Eritrea and Burundi least covered by media. 
 
 
Clubhouse International  [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 27 January 2018] 
https://www.drc.dk/news 
24.01.2018 
Violent clashes in northern CAR cause critical humanitarian situation 
   The recent outbreak of extreme violence in the Northern part of the Central African Republic 
(CAR) has caused mass displacements as people flee from armed group conflict and targeted 
attacks. 
  
 
ECPAT  [to 27 January 2018]  
http://www.ecpat.net/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Fountain House  [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Handicap International  [to 27 January 2018]  
http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases 
January 24, 2018  
Humanity & Inclusion becomes new name of Handicap International  
   Silver Spring, MD—Humanity & Inclusion became the new name of Handicap International’s 
global network today. The organization, which shared the 1997 Nobel Peace Prize for its work to 
ban anti-personnel landmines, implements more than 300 emergency and development projects 
in about 60 countries per year. 
New name. New logo. 
   :: ‘Humanity & Inclusion’ expresses one of the organization’s central values, humanity. This is 
reflected in a benevolent and empathic approach to the organization’s actions, close proximity 
with its beneficiaries, and a deep respect for each person’s individuality. 
   :: “’Inclusion’ reflects one of the core ambitions that has driven our actions for 35 years: the 
inclusion of people with disabilities and vulnerable people who are so often overlooked,” said Jeff 
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Meer, Executive Director of Humanity & Inclusion in the U.S. “We value difference and fight 
exclusion. This name helps to show that.” 
   :: It means ensuring that everyone has a place in the community while respecting each person’s 
individuality, and noting that difference is a way to enrich society. 
   :: For the first time in HI’s history, the organization will unite under a logo. This new logo 
contains a powerful symbol – a hand. A universal and immediately recognizable symbol, the hand 
transcends language and culture. It can be seen as a friendly greeting, but also as a calling to 
halt: a raised hand saying “stop!” 
   :: Fighting for the inclusion of people with disabilities and against cowardly weapons is a 
fundamental aspect of the organization’s DNA, which, from now on, will be manifested in this 
powerful symbol. 
 
 
Heifer International  [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HelpAge International  [to 27 January 2018]  
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/ 
Website not responding at inquiry. 
 

 
ICRC  [to 27 January 2018] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports  
22-01-2018 | News release  
The ICRC at Davos: Tech partnerships, augmented reality and the cruelty of war  
   Geneva (ICRC) – Peter Maurer, President of the International Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC), is attending the World Economic Forum in Davos to discuss pressing humanitarian issues 
in an increasingly digitalized and interconnected yet fractured world… 
 
 
IFRC   [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 

 
 
IRC  International Rescue Committee  [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 
Selected Press Releases & Statements 
Press Release  
IRC: Trump Administration on Track to Miss Own Target for Refugee Admissions 
January 25, 2018  
 
Press Release  
Creating opportunities and jobs for young people in Mosul after ISIS 
January 24, 2018  
 
 
IRCT  [to 27 January 2018] 
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http://www.irct.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Islamic Relief   [to 27 January 2018]  
http://www.islamic-relief.org/category/news/ 
Latest News 
[Undated] 
Islamic Relief at Davos 
   Islamic Relief Worldwide CEO Naser Haghamed will be attending the 48th World Economic 
Forum (WEF) meeting in Davos, Switzerland. This is one of the most important gatherings of 
business, political and social leaders in the world. Previous meetings here have helped shape 
global, regional, and economic agendas for several decades.  
 
 
Landsea   [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified.  
 
 
Medecins du Monde   [to 27 January 2018]  
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/ 
No new digest content identified.  
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 27 January 2018]  
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/news-stories/press/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Mercy Corps [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
Afghanistan, January 26, 2018 
NGO-Community Afghanistan Calls For Action To Ensure The Protection Of Aid 
Workers Following The Attack On Non-Governmental Organizations In Jalalabad 
   (KABUL, AFGHANISTAN) – We, the 61 undersigned National and International Non-Government 
Organizations (NGOs), members of Agency Coordinating Body for Afghan Relief and Development 
(ACBAR), condemn in the strongest terms the atrocious attack on NGO offices in Jalalabad 
(Nangarhar) on Wednesday 24 January. It has been reported that there is a loss of at least 7 
lives, more than 31 people injured, including five children. We would like to pass our condolences 
to the families of the victims of this atrocious attack…  
 
United States, January 22, 2018 
Walmart and The Miami Foundation Award Mercy Corps Nearly $5 Million in Support 
of Puerto Rico Hurricane Relief and Recovery Efforts 
   BENTONVILLE, Ark. – January 22, 2018 – Walmart and The Miami Foundation announced $4.9 
million in grants to Mercy Corps to support Puerto Rico relief and recovery efforts in the continued 
aftermath of Hurricanes Irma and Maria. The funding includes a $3 million dollar grant from 
Walmart and a $1.9 million dollar grant from the Walmart Puerto Rico Relief Fund administered by 
The Miami Foundation.* Walmart and the Walmart Foundation’s total charitable commitment in 
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support of Puerto Rico hurricane relief and recovery totals approximately $7.1 million to date, 
exceeding a commitment of $5 million in support of relief and recovery efforts in Puerto Rico… 
 
 
Operation Smile  [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office 
Program Schedule 
Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve every 
opportunity for safe surgical care.  
 
 
OXFAM [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases 
22 January 2018 
Richest 1 percent bagged 82 percent of wealth created last year - poorest half of 
humanity got nothing 
   Eighty two percent of the wealth generated last year went to the richest one percent of the 
global population, while the 3.7 billion people who make up the poorest half of the world saw no 
increase in their wealth, according to a new Oxfam report released today. 
 
 
Norwegian Refugee Council   [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.nrc.no/ 
Published 25. Jan 2018  
Saudi aid package to Yemen insufficient unless blockade ends 
   NRC statement on Saudi aid package to Yemen.  
 
Published 25. Jan 2018  
Leading Humanitarian Organizations Object to Trump Administration Plans to Cut U.S. 
Contributions to the UN Relief Agency for Palestinians 
   Washington, D.C. – Today, the leaders of 21 leading organizations involved in international 
humanitarian response sent a letter to the Trump Administration objecting “in the strongest 
terms” to the U.S. decision to withhold $65 million in planned U.S. contributions to the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA).  
 
Published 24. Jan 2018  
Refugees brace for severe storm set to hit Lebanon tonight 
   As the severe winter storm “Oscar” prepares to slam into Lebanon Wednesday night, NRC is 
raising concerns that conditions could entail severe impacts for hundreds of thousands of refugees 
living in tents and substandard shelters.  
 
 
Pact  [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.pactworld.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Partners In Health  [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.pih.org/blog 
No new digest content identified. 
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PATH  [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.path.org/news/index.php 
Press release | January 24, 2018 
India-made rotavirus vaccine achieves World Health Organization prequalification 
ROTAVAC® will now be available for procurement by United Nations agencies and Gavi, the 
Vaccine Alliance, for use in low-resource countries 
   New Delhi, January 24, 2018—PATH applauds Indian vaccine manufacturer Bharat Biotech for 
receiving prequalification from the World Health Organization (WHO) for their oral rotavirus 
vaccine, ROTAVAC. As a partner in the development of ROTAVAC, PATH worked with the Indian 
Department of Biotechnology, the Society for Applied Studies, and Bharat Biotech on the clinical 
trials that demonstrated the safety and efficacy of the vaccine… 
 
 
Plan International  [to 27 January 2018] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Save The Children [to 27 January 2018] 
https://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/news/message-from-our-ceo-to-save-the-children-ceo 
Selected Press Releases 
January 25, 2018 
Save the Children Confirms Death of Fourth Colleague in Afghanistan  
 
January 25, 2018 
Statement from Dr. Jill Biden, Save the Children U.S. Board Chair on the Attack in 
Jalalabad, Afghanistan  
   FAIRFIELD, Conn. (January 25, 2018) — In response to the attack on Save the Children’s office 
in Jalalabad, Afghanistan, Dr. Jill Biden, Save the Children U.S. Board Chair, on behalf of its Board 
of Directors today issued the following statement: 
   “Our hearts are broken, and our prayers are with the victims, our beloved colleagues, and their 
families. 
   “While Afghanistan is known to be one of the most difficult and dangerous places to work in the 
world, Save the Children has been dedicated to improving the lives of Afghan children and their 
families for more than 40 years. Through community-based education and healthcare programs in 
16 provinces across the country, we have reached more than 1.4 million children. And when 
disaster strikes, our staff is ready to respond, ensuring that we quickly meet the needs of the 
most vulnerable children.  
   “While we are united in our sorrow we remain determined to honor the legacy of those who lost 
their lives yesterday through the work of Save the Children. Our mission will guide us through this 
trying time – we will continue to serve the children of the world with hope and courage, and we 
will continue to defend the safety of the men and women who heed that call.”  
 
January 24, 2018 
Update on Attack at Save the Children in Jalalabad, Afghanistan  
 
January 22, 2018 
Yemen: Children Bear the Brunt of Worst Diphtheria Outbreak for a Generation  
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SOS-Kinderdorf International  [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/about-sos/press/press-releases 
Afghanistan – 24 January 2018  
A message from our CEO to Save the Children CEO Halle Thornig-Schmidt 
 
 
Tostan  [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.tostan.org 
22 January 2018 | News 
Position Opening: Chief Financial Officer 
 
 
Women for Women International  [to 27 January 2018]  
http://www.womenforwomen.org/press-releases 
January 24,2018  
Women for Women International Launches Match Her Courage Campaign  
   From women and their allies protesting inequality to more than a dozen countries passing laws 
to end violence against women, a global movement for equality launched in 2017. It is paramount 
that this effort continues and expands, especially to serve and advocate for the needs of the most 
marginalized and impoverished women of the world. This is why in its 25th anniversary, Women 
for Women International (WfWI) is launching Match Her Courage. 
 
 
World Vision  [to 27 January 2018] 
http://wvi.org/ 
Thursday, January 25th 2018 
Canada’s funding commitment to ending violence against children an encouraging 
sign ahead of G7, says World Vision 
   January 25, 2018 –Standing alongside education activist Malala Yousafzai, Canadian Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau today effectively doubled Canada’s annual commitment to the Global 
Partnership for Education (GPE). 
   The Government of Canada’s $180 million investment from 2018-2020 is a welcome and 
encouraging step for the millions of children around the world, particularly girls caught in conflict 
and uncertainty, who dream of going to school, says World Vision. Investing in education is a 
critical step towards alleviating chronic poverty and violence and giving them a path to a hopeful 
future… 
 
::::: 
 
Center for Media Ethics and Responsibility/CMFR   [to 27 January 2018] 
http://cmfr-phil.org/media-ethics-responsibility/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Electronic Frontiers Foundation 
https://www.eff.org/ 
Press Release | January 26, 2018  
EFF and ACLU Ask Court to Allow Legal Challenge To Proceed Against Warrantless 
Searches of Travelers’ Smartphones, Laptops 
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   Boston, Massachusetts—The Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF) and the American Civil 
Liberties Union (ACLU) urged a federal judge today to reject the Department of Homeland 
Security’s attempt to dismiss an important lawsuit challenging DHS’s policy of searching and 
confiscating, without suspicion or warrant, travelers’ electronic devices at U.S. borders. EFF and... 
 
 
Freedom House [to 27 January 2018] 
https://freedomhouse.org/news 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Research 
Jan 25 2018  
Highs and Lows for Women’s Rights in 2017 
   A series of new laws and court decisions around the world yielded mixed results for the cause of 
gender equality. 
 
 
Transparency International  [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
::::: 
 
ChildFund Alliance  [to 27 January 2018] 
https://childfundalliance.org/ 
January 25, 2018   Statements   
TOGETHER empowers children with disabilities and families in hard-to-reach rural 
areas in Sri Lanka  
by Diana Quick    
   Nearly 3,000 children and adults with disabilities, and 3,000 family members of children with 
disabilities in the rural areas of Anuradhapura, Trincomalee, Matale, Nuwara Eliya and Puttalam 
districts in Sri Lanka were reached through the European Union-funded TOGETHER project, which 
concluded in December 2017. Assistive devices worth 11.7 million rupees (US$184,000) were also 
provided to children with disabilities. The project was implemented by ChildFund together with its 
partnering civil society organizations in the five selected districts and by the Department of Social 
Services. 
 
 
CONCORD  [to 27 January 2018] 
http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/ 
[European NGO confederation for relief and development] 
Jan 24, 2018  
How is EU money spent in Africa in response to migration – New Report 
by Newsroom |  
   How is EU money allocated and spent in Africa when it comes to migration? By focusing on one 
of the main EU financial instruments for migration, the new CONCORD report analyses the EU 
Emergency Trust Fund for Africa and more specifically its implementation in 3 key partner 
countries: Libya, Niger and Ethiopia. 
 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre 
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 [Action Aid, Age International, British Red Cross, CAFOD, Care International, Christian Aid, 
Concern Worldwide, Islamic Relief, Oxfam, Plan UK, Save the Children, Tearfund and World  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
The Elders  [to 27 January 2018] 
http://theelders.org/news-media 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
END Fund   [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.end.org/news 
Selected Press Releases and Major Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Evidence Aid   [to 27 January 2018] 
www.evidenceaid.org  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gavi [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.gavi.org/library/news/press-releases/ 
25 January 2018 
Orange, Gavi and Côte d'Ivoire Ministry of Health join forces to boost child 
immunisation 
The mobile phone project "M-Vaccin Côte d' Ivoire" will raise awareness of immunisation among 
parents and communities to increase vaccine coverage in regions with the lowest coverage. 
   Davos, 25 January 2018 – Orange SA and Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, will enter into a 
partnership with the Côte d'Ivoire Ministry of Health to increase immunisation rates in the regions 
and districts with the lowest vaccine coverage, it was announced at the World Economic Forum 
today.  
   The "M-Vaccin Côte d'Ivoire" project uses Orange mobile technology to inform parents about 
the importance of vaccination by sending text and voice messages in the local language. Targeted 
messages will also help ensure parents don’t miss immunisation sessions by reminding them of 
their children's schedule and dates. 
   "This new partnership is truly innovative and important for the children of Côte d'Ivoire," 
explained Dr Seth Berkley, CEO of Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance. "Parents often do not receive 
enough information about the importance of immunisation because they live a long way from 
health centres or in hard-to-reach places. These voice and text messages should therefore have a 
significant impact and lead to an increase in vaccine coverage."… 
 
 
Global Fund [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/?topic=&type=NEWS;&country= 
News  
Lombard Odier and the Global Fund Join Forces to Expand Private Investment In 
Global Health  
26 January 2018  
   Lombard Odier and the Global Fund are pleased to announce a strategic partnership to rethink 
traditional approaches to investment and philanthropy to make it easier for more people to 
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contribute to the fight against some of the world’s most pressing health challenges. Together they 
will create innovative solutions that allow investors to meet both their goals of doing well 
financially and doing good socially… 
   Lombard Odier and the Global Fund have come together in their belief that private sector 
investment is a vital resource that needs to be better employed to support the sustainable 
development agenda – particularly ending HIV, TB and malaria as epidemics, and building strong, 
resilient systems for health. The demand for capital is high. A funding gap of US$20 billion was 
identified for 2017-2019 to implement approved strategies to fight the three diseases in countries 
where the Global Fund invests, so every extra dollar can help to maximize the positive impact of 
the Global Fund partnership. Increased funding can also support innovative, evidence-based 
approaches that generate greater impact for communities affected by the diseases… 
 
News  
Global Fund and Partners Launch HER  
24 January 2018  
   The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria and partners pledged support for HER 
– HIV Epidemic Response – an initiative to build private sector support for programs that address 
HIV in 13 African countries where adolescent girls and young women face disproportionate risk.  
 
 
Hilton Prize Coalition [to 27 January 2018] 
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/ 
An Alliance of Hilton Prize Recipients 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ICVA - International Council of Voluntary Agencies   [to 27 January 2018] 
https://icvanetwork.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
INEE – an international network for education in emergencies   [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.ineesite.org/en/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
InterAction  [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.interaction.org/ 
Jan 25, 2018  
InterAction Joins Letter Calling for Restored Funding for UNRWA 
   InterAction CEO, Sam Worthington, joined leaders of 20 other international...  
 
Jan 24, 2018  
InterAction Statement on Attack at Save the Children in Jalalabad, Afghanistan 
InterAction strongly condemns the recent attack on the Save the Children office in...  
 
 
Start Network [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.start-network.org/news-blog/#.U9U_O7FR98E 
23 Jan 18  
Interview with Dr Mariam Aldogani Start Network Program Manager in Yemen 
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by Helen James  
 
22 Jan 18  
Preparing for 2018 and beyond 
The Humanitarian Futures website is launched 
by Amrina Rana  
   Humanitarian Futures has launched its new website, www.humanitarianfutures.org, to help 
people meet humanitarian capacity challenges of the future. 
   New challenges in the humanitarian sector mean new capacities are needed. These include 
anticipatory and adaptive capacities, different approaches to innovation and innovative practices, 
and collaboration going beyond the norm. These capacities in turn require leadership that moves 
away from traditional hierarchies, to strengthening the role of mentor and knowledge facilitator. 
With that in mind, the Humanitarian Futures website provides a Humanitarian Futures Toolkit as 
well a wide range of studies and operational plans from around the world that deal with ways to 
plan for the future… 
 
:::::: 
 
Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action 
(ALNAP)     [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.alnap.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
  
CHS Alliance  [to 27 January 2018] 
http://chsalliance.org/news-events/news 
25/01/2018 
Project FAIR webinar: summary and follow-up questions 
   On 17 Jan 2018, the CHS Alliance was very pleased to co-host its second webinar to share the 
results of Project FAIR. On this occasion, we targeted organisations based in the Americas, 
through the Humentum membership and with some assistance from Birches. Dr Ishbel McWha-
Hermann from the University of Edinburgh Business School presented the research findings, which 
was followed by a brief presentation on Concern Worldwide’s approach to their reward policy by 
Mascha Murphy, HR Manager.  
 
 
Development Initiatives   [to 27 January 2018] 
http://devinit.org/news/ 
Jan 23, 2018  News  
Development Initiatives named new host of the Global Nutrition Report 
   Development Initiatives (DI) has been selected to host the Global Nutrition Report (GNR) for 
the next three years. The Global Nutrition Report is an independent annual stock-take of the state 
of the world’s nutrition. It tracks advancements towards ending malnutrition and proposes ways 
to improve progress. The report guides action, builds accountability, and drives commitments 
towards combatting malnutrition. 
   DI was selected to host the report by a panel representing the Global Nutrition Report 
Stakeholder Group who help govern the GNR by providing strategic leadership for the Report… 
 
 
EHLRA/R2HC   [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/ 
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No new digest content identified. 
  
 
The Sphere Project [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.sphereproject.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP)  [to 27 January 2018] 
https://phap.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
Center for Global Development    [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center 
Publications 
Structuring and Funding Development Impact Bonds for Health: Nine Lessons from 
Cameroon and Beyond 
1/26/18 
Roxanne Oroxom , Amanda Glassman and Lachlan McDonald  
   Despite the considerable interest in Development Impact Bonds, only a few have reached the 
implementation phase. We use information from stakeholder interviews to describe the design of 
one DIB in-depth and use lessons from a range of impact bonds to develop recommendations for 
potential partners to future DIBs. Lessons from the set of impact bonds reveal a need to reset 
expectations, particularly around the time and effort needed to develop and market a DIB.  
 
  
ODI   [to 27 January 2018] 
https://www.odi.org/media-hub/press-room 
Selected Research/Publications 
'Building back better': a resilient Caribbean after the 2017 hurricanes  
Briefing papers | January 2018 | Emily Wilkinson, John Twigg, Roger Few 
   Highlights how lessons from history and past recovery can inform decisions around 'building 
back better' after hurricanes Irma and Maria. 
 
Gender and youth livelihoods programming in Africa: building knowledge to improve 
practice  
Research reports and studies | January 2018 | Paola Pereznieto and Rachel Marcus, with Matthew 
Maclure, Nandini Archer, and Anna Mdee 
   This report explores the gender-related barriers young people seeking access to employment or 
entrepreneurship opportunities face. 
 
Aligning energy development and climate objectives in Nationally Determined 
Contributions  
Research reports and studies | January 2018 | Andrew Scott, Leah Worrall, Sejal Patel 
   This paper looks at how Bangladesh, Ethiopia, Ghana and Peru are aligning their energy policies 
with their Nationally Determined Contributions. 
 
A design experiment: imagining alternative humanitarian action  
Toolkits | January 2018 | Humanitarian Policy Group 
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   This design guide shares ideas and discussion that emerged using design thinking to reimagine 
humanitarian action based on lived, human experiences. 
 
Violence against women and girls and resilience  
Working and discussion papers | January 2018 | Virginie Le Masson, Colette Benoudji, Sandra 
Sotelo Reyes and Giselle Bernard 
   Links, impacts and perspectives from the Chadian context 
 
 
Urban Institute   [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.urban.org/about/media 
Publications 
Brief 
Technical Paper Health and Health Policy  
County-level Estimates of Opioid Use Disorder and Treatment Needs in California  
Lisa Clemans-Cope, Douglas A. Wissoker, Marni Epstein, Genevieve M. Kenney 
January 26, 2018 
 
Journal Article Health and Health Policy 
Medicaid Versus Marketplace Coverage For Near-Poor Adults: Effects On Out-Of-Pocket Spending 
And Coverage  
Fredric Blavin, Michael Karpman, Genevieve M. Kenney, Benjamin D. Sommers 
January 24, 2018 
 
Research Report Crime and Justice  
Evaluating Federal Second Chance Act Adult Reentry Demonstration Programs  
Janeen Buck Willison 
January 23, 2018 
 
Research Report Housing and Housing Finance  
Housing Finance at a Glance: A Monthly Chartbook, January 2018  
Laurie Goodman, Alanna McCargo, Edward Golding, Jim Parrott, Sheryl Pardo, Todd M. Hill, Jun 
Zhu, Bing Bai, Karan Kaul, Bhargavi Ganesh, Sarah Strochak, Andrea Reyes 
January 23, 2018 
 
Brief Neighborhoods, Cities, and Metros  
Lessons on Data Management Practices for Local Data Intermediaries  
Rob Pitingolo 
January 22, 2018 
 
Brief Health and Health Policy  
The Implications of a Medicaid Buy-In Proposal  
John Holahan, Linda J. Blumberg 
January 22, 2018 
 
Commentary Taxes and Budget  
Does the Conventional Wisdom About Productivity Need to be Reconsidered?  
Rudolph G. Penner 
January 21, 2018  
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World Economic Forum    [to 27 January 2018] 
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/ 
News   26 Jan 2018  
Forum Closes with Call to Action: Globalize Compassion and Leave No One Behind  
 
Sun Shines on the Global Economy but Caution Is Needed  
 
US President Donald Trump: ‘America First Does Not Mean America Alone’  
 
Global Leaders Join Reskilling Revolution with Push to Provide Skills to 10 Million People by 2020  
 
Ending Easy Money Will Require Economic Adjustments  
 
World Economic Forum Annual Meeting Awarded ISO Standard for Sustainability  
 
European Leaders Welcome Stability but Must Seize New Opportunities for Trade  
 
News 25 Jan 2018  
Trade Agreements Must Be Modernized for a 2018 Economy  
 
Crypto-Currencies See Short-Term Bubble and Likely Long-Term Staying Power  
 
Israel Can Offer Much to the Region, Says Netanyahu, and Is Open to Talks on a Middle East 
Peace Plan  
 
Prime Minister Theresa May Says UK is Open for Trade with Countries Worldwide  
 
Stop Tax Avoidance to Improve Human Rights and Global Justice  
 
New Global Partnership to Save Life in the Ocean Launched at the World Economic Forum  
 
Leaders Call for More Investment in Education to Empower Women  
 
Global Financial Markets See Short-Term Prosperity but Long-Term Challenges  
 
Argentine President Mauricio Macri Praises Public-Private Partnerships  
 
Digital Identity – Why It Matters and Why It’s Important We Get It Right  
 
Jordan's King Abdullah II: US Participation in the Peace Process is Vital  
 
A Meal Deal for the World: How New Ways of Sourcing Protein Will Cut Emissions and Improve 
Nutrition  
 
Denmark Partners with World Economic Forum in Pursuit of Innovative SDG Strategies  
 
Canada to Test Advancements in Biometrics and Blockchain to Welcome International Travellers  
 
News 24 Jan 2018  
Stable Recovery Sets Russia on Path for Growth  
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President Macron Unveils Bold, Inclusive Agenda for Globalization  
 
The World Needs to Move Faster on Climate Change to Avoid Disaster  
 
Support Grows for Global Fund to End Modern Slavery  
 
Leaders Unite to Fight Waste and Pollution amid Warnings of 18 tonnes of Natural Resources 
Extracted for Every Human on the Planet in 2050  
 
European Leaders Call for a Stronger Europe; Reject Protectionism  
 
Brazil and China Celebrate Successful Reforms; EU Needs to ‘Reinvent Itself’  
 
The Belt and Road Initiative Can Foster Global Collaboration in a Fractured World  
 
Fourth Industrial Revolution Technologies Are Transforming Healthcare  
 
To Prevent a Digital Dark Age: World Economic Forum Launches Global Centre for Cybersecurity  
 
News 23 Jan 2018  
New York Times and World Economic Forum Call on Global Leaders to Stem Sexual Harassment  
Justin Trudeau Delivers Feminist Address, Announces New TPP Deal  
 
Global Network of Centers to Lead Tech Policy for Fourth Industrial Revolution  
 
European Governments under Pressure to Do More for Refugees  
 
1 Million Workers Targeted in Tech-Reskilling Drive  
 
New Partnership to Help Millennials End Gender Bias  
 
Indian Prime Minister Modi Calls for a New Globalism  
 
Fourth Industrial Revolution Creating Crisis Of Trust – More Regulation Inevitable  
 
New Partnership Aims to Sequence Genomes of All Life on Earth, Unlock Nature’s Value, Tackle 
Bio-Piracy and Habitat Loss  
 
 
News 22 Jan 2018  
24th Annual Crystal Awards Honours Cate Blanchett, Sir Elton John and Shah Rukh Khan  
Pope Tells Participants Human-Centric Economy Is ‘A Moral Imperative’ as 48th World Economic 
Forum Annual Meeting Gets Underway  
 
Reskilling Revolution Needed for the Millions of Jobs at Risk Due to Technological Disruption  
 
Focus on GDP Fuelling Inequality and Short-Termism  
 
Nobel Peace Prize Winner Malala Yousafzai and Rohingya Political Prisoner Wai Wai Nu at Open 
Forum in Davos  
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:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will primarily monitor press/media releases announcing key initiatives and new research from 
a growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, humanitarian 
response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended to be exhaustive, 
but indicative.  
 
 

Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 27 January 2018] 
https://www.alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/news/ 
News  
New frontiers in aging research 
January 26, 2018 
   Allen Distinguished Investigator Steve Horvath and his colleagues have made a surprising 
discovery about two seemingly distinct aging clocks: the telomere clock, which measures age 
based on the length of telomeres, and the epigenetic clock, which measures age based on 
modifications to DNA. The research challenges the notion that one can stop aging by maintaining 
longer telomeres. The work is published in the journal Nature Communications. 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
JANUARY 26, 2018  
Investing in Africa: the EU and Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation commit a further €100 
million  
   BRUSSELS (25 January 2018) - The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation today announced their 
commitment to contribute to the EU's External Investment Plan. 
   The Gates Foundation will contribute $50 million (€40.9 million) in financing, as well as an 
additional $12.5 million (€10.2 million) in technical assistance, to investment projects in the health 
sector in Africa through the EU's framework to improve sustainable investments in Africa.       This 
pooling of resources is designed to encourage additional private investment towards achieving the 
Sustainable Development Goals, and will allow successful projects to be scaled up more rapidly. 
The European Commission welcomes this strong support to its efforts towards sustainable 
development in Africa, and will match this contribution with another €50 million… 
 
JANUARY 26, 2018  
Initiative Announced to End Malaria in Central America and the Dominican Republic  
Inter-American Development Bank, Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and Carlos Slim Foundation to 
endorse five-year initiative  
   DAVOS, Switzerland - The Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation and the Carlos Slim Foundation today announced an initiative to support seven Central 
American countries and the Dominican Republic in taking the final steps necessary to eliminate 
malaria in their territories. The Regional Malaria Elimination Initiative (RMEI) will bring $83.6 
million in new funds, and is expected to leverage over $100 million in domestic financing and $39 
million of existing donor resources across the region by 2022 to ensure malaria remains a top 
health and development priority despite dwindling numbers of cases. The funding will serve to 
close the technical and financing gaps to support and execute country elimination plans in Belize, 
Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua and Panama… 
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Annie E. Casey Foundation   [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Blue Meridian Partners [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/ 
Blue Meridian Partners is a new capital aggregation collaboration that plans to invest at least $1 
billion in high-performance nonprofits that are poised to have truly national impact for 
economically disadvantaged children and youth.  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clinton Foundation  [to 27 January 2018] 
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements 
Press Release  
January 24, 2018  
One America Appeal Raises Over $41 Million for Hurricane Relief 
Special Appeal Uniting Five Former Presidents Inspires Over 110,000 Donors for Recovery Efforts 
in Texas, Florida, Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands 
   COLLEGE STATION, TX – The One America Appeal led by former Presidents Jimmy Carter, 
George H. W. Bush, Bill Clinton, George W. Bush and Barack Obama today announced that it had 
discontinued accepting donations after raising over $41 million for hurricane relief efforts in 
Texas, Florida, Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands. 
   In total, more than 110,000 donors gave $41.3 million, which was distributed quickly to critical 
relief efforts in the affected areas. Major gifts came in from throughout the campaign from 
generous individuals, groups, companies, and organizations including Merck, the Hamon 
Charitable Foundation, the Walton Family Foundation, Pfizer Foundation, the Born This Way 
Foundation, the NFL Foundation, The PGA TOUR, and proceeds from a preseason men’s exhibition 
basketball game between the University of Kansas and the University of Missouri… 
 
 
Co Impact   [to 27 January 2018] 
www.co-impact.io 
Co-Impact is a global philanthropic collaborative for systems change focused on improving the 
lives of millions of people around the world. 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Ford Foundation  [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.fordfoundation.org/?filter=News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 27 January 2018] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/ 
GHIT was set up in 2012 with the aim of developing new tools to tackle infectious diseases that 
devastate the world’s poorest people. Other funders include six Japanese pharmaceutical •   
No new digest content identified. 
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Grameen Foundation    [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.grameenfoundation.org/news-events/press-room 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  [to 27 January 2018] 
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/ 
January 24, 2018  
Marilyn Waite joins Hewlett Foundation as program officer for climate finance   
    MENLO PARK, Calif. — Marilyn Waite has joined the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation as 
program officer for climate finance in the Environment Program. Jonathan Pershing, director of 
the Hewlett Foundation’s Environment Program, said the following about the appointment in an 
email to grantees and staff: “I am delighted to announce that Marilyn Waite has joined ...  
 
 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IKEA Foundation    [to 27 January 2018] 
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/category/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 27 January 2018] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news 
Jan 22 2018   Research 
Lab-made Hormone May Reveal Secret Lives of Plants 
Summary 
A new synthetic hormone promises to tease apart the many different roles of the plant hormone 
auxin and could lead to a new way to ripen fruit. 
 
 
Kaiser Family Foundation     [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.kff.org/search/?post_type=press-release  
January 26, 2018  News Release  
Health Care Ranks Among Voters’ Top Issues for the 2018 Midterm Elections, But It’s 
a Lower Priority Among Voters in Battleground States and Districts 
Only One in Three Know the Tax Reform Law Repeals the ACA’s Unpopular Individual Mandate      
   Health care and the economy and jobs top voters’ list as “the most important issue” for 
Congressional candidates to talk about ahead of November’s midterm elections, but the lineup 
shifts among voters in states and… 
 
 
Aga Khan Foundation   [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation 
No new digest content identified. 
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Kellogg Foundation  [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media#pp=10&p=1&f1=news 
Jan. 26, 2018 
W.K. Kellogg Foundation announces new vice president and two new directors 
   BATTLE CREEK, Mich. – The W.K. Kellogg Foundation (WKKF) announces the selection of a new 
vice president for communications and the promotion of two staff to director positions.  
   Mary B. Cohen was named the new vice president for communications. In addition, Arelis Diaz, 
former program officer for the office of the president, and Cynthia Muller, former program and 
portfolio officer for mission driven investments, have both been promoted to the role of director. 
Diaz will serve as director of the office of the president and Muller as the director of mission 
investments… 
 
 
MacArthur Foundation  [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.macfound.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation [to 27 January 2018] 
https://www.moore.org/ 
January 23, 2018  
Celebrating the centennial of Save the Redwoods League  
   This year, we are thrilled to celebrate the 100th birthday of San Francisco-based Save the 
Redwoods League and 100 years of protecting and caring for redwood forests. The League has 
played a large and important role in the conservation movement here in California, and by 
inspiring organizations around the country and the world. In the early 1900s they raised 
awareness and concern for the long-term survival of the West Coast’s ancient and sublime 
redwood groves, which eventually led to the protection of more than 204,000 acres of coast 
redwood and giant sequoia forestland… 
 
 
Open Society Foundation  [to 27 January 2018] 
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/issues/media-information 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation  [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.packard.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Pew Charitable Trusts  [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 27 January 2018] 
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/about-us/news-media/ 
January 23, 2018  
New Menino Survey Of Mayors, From Boston University Initiative On Cities, Reveals 
Housing Affordability And Climate Change As Top Issues For Cities   
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Nationally Representative Survey of American Mayors Supported by Citi and The Rockefeller 
Foundation, Addresses Housing Affordability, Climate Change, Responses to Federal and State 
Funding Shifts & More 
   WASHINGTON, DC – Mayors nationwide, from cities large and small, agree that housing 
availability and affordability is their most pressing concern and the top reason that people are 
moving away from their cities. Mayors are also deeply concerned by the consequences of climate 
change and agree that cities should play a strong role in mitigating the negative effects. At a time 
when cutbacks in federal and state funding threaten to adversely impact infrastructure and 
education, mayors are even willing to advocate for increased state and local taxes to close the 
budgetary gaps and enhance the quality of life for their constituents… 
 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom/news-releases.html 
January 25, 2018   Blog Post  
A Community Living Room For Immigrant Families 
Kari Lee  
   Chinatown is one of San Francisco’s densest neighborhoods, forcing many residents to live in 
single-room occupancy hotels (SROs). The Chinatown YMCA developed a program to help SRO 
families build a sense of community. 
 
 
Science Philanthropy Alliance   [to 27 January 2018] 
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/ 
“…a group of organizations working together to increase philanthropic support for basic scientific 
research on a global basis…” 
January 25, 2018 
The Ice Road Truckers of Science and Why We Need Them [via The Hill]  
   In this opinion piece in The Hill, Rebecca Blank, chancellor of the University of Wisconsin-
Madison and Brad Schwartz, CEO of the biomedical Morgridge Institute for Research in Madison, 
remind us of the importance of basic scientific research. 
 
 
SDG Philanthropy Platform 
http://sdgfunders.org/ 
SDG Philanthropy Platform is a collaboration between philanthropy and the greater international 
development community led by Foundation Center, United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) and Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, and supported by the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, 
Ford Foundation and the MasterCard Foundation, the Brach Family Foundation, and other key 
organizations such as Asociación de Fundaciones Empresariales (AFE) in Colombia, Brach Family 
Charitable Foundation, CAF America, Council on Foundations, East Africa Association of 
Grantmakers (EAAG), European Foundation Centre, Filantropi Indonesia (FI), GlobalGiving, The 
Humanitarian Forum, World Congress of Muslim Philanthropists, and Worldwide Initiatives for 
Grantmaker Support (WINGS). 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation 
https://sloan.org/about/press 
No new digest content identified. 
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Wellcome Trust  [to 27 January 2018] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
News / Published: 25 January 2018  
What our new strategy means for the Public Engagement Fund 
We've developed an ambitious new strategy for our public engagement work and, as a result, we 
are making some changes to the Public Engagement Fund. 
   When we launched the Public Engagement Fund in January 2017 we said that the fund would 
evolve – as we learned from its implementation, and to reflect Wellcome’s changing vision. 
After the changes, funding will still be open to anyone with a great project for engaging the public 
in Wellcome’s mission of improving health… 
 
News / Published: 22 January 2018  
New Wellcome office in Berlin will bolster global partnerships 
News / Published: 22 January 2018  
   Wellcome is planning to open a small office in the German capital later this year so that we can 
work more closely with our international partners on shared priorities… 

 
 
*                       *                       *                        * 
 

:: Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in 
human rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be 
exhaustive. We will add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon 
recommendation from readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content but 
note that successful access to some of the articles and other content may require subscription or 
other access arrangement unique to the publisher. Please suggest additional journals you feel 
warrant coverage. 
 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
February 2018 Volume 46, Issue 2, p123-244  
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
Major Articles 
Systematic review of electronic surveillance of infectious diseases with emphasis on 
antimicrobial resistance surveillance in resource-limited settings 
Pinyo Rattanaumpawan, Adhiratha Boonyasiri, Sirenda Vong, Visanu Thamlikitkul 
p139–146 
Published online: October 10, 2017 
Abstract 
Background 
Electronic surveillance of infectious diseases involves rapidly collecting, collating, and analyzing 
vast amounts of data from interrelated multiple databases. Although many developed countries 
have invested in electronic surveillance for infectious diseases, the system still presents a 
challenge for resource-limited health care settings. 
Methods 
We conducted a systematic review by performing a comprehensive literature search on MEDLINE 
(January 2000-December 2015) to identify studies relevant to electronic surveillance of infectious 
diseases. Study characteristics and results were extracted and systematically reviewed by 3 
infectious disease physicians. 
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Results 
A total of 110 studies were included. Most surveillance systems were developed and implemented 
in high-income countries; less than one-quarter were conducted in low-or middle-income 
countries. Information technologies can be used to facilitate the process of obtaining laboratory, 
clinical, and pharmacologic data for the surveillance of infectious diseases, including antimicrobial 
resistance (AMR) infections. These novel systems require greater resources; however, we found 
that using electronic surveillance systems could result in shorter times to detect targeted 
infectious diseases and improvement of data collection. 
Conclusions 
This study highlights a lack of resources in areas where an effective, rapid surveillance system is 
most needed. The availability of information technology for the electronic surveillance of infectious 
diseases, including AMR infections, will facilitate the prevention and containment of such 
emerging infectious diseases. 
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whether a respondent would return to complete the survey at Wave 2. Fire-related Posttraumatic 
stress symptoms were associated with increased satisfaction and likelihood to return at Wave 2. 
These findings suggest that for Beyond Bushfires survey respondents the perceived benefits 
outweighed the costs of participation over time. 
 
Review Article 
Psychological impacts of disaster on rescue workers: A review of the literature 
Pages 602-617 
Xiaorong Mao, Olivia Wai Man Fung, Xiuying Hu, Alice Yuen Loke 
Abstract 
When a disaster strikes, rescue workers are deployed to the disaster site to provide immediate 
rescue support to victims. Given the unpredictable and overwhelming nature of disasters, rescue 
workers are at risk of suffering from negative psychological consequences. The goal of this review 
is to explore the psychological impact of a disaster on rescue workers. In this paper, a total of 55 
articles – one qualitative study, 53 quantitative studies, and one mixed-methods study – were 
eligible for inclusion. The rescue workers identified in the literature included fire fighters, police 
officers, military personnel/soldiers, healthcare professionals, and volunteers. The literature 
revealed that these rescue workers who were deployed to disaster sites might suffer from acute 
stress disorder (ASD), anxiety and depression, post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), and other 
psychological disorders. Generally, of all rescuers and nurses among the healthcare professionals, 
the unaffiliated volunteers were most susceptible to negative psychological consequences. The 
findings of this review indicated that rescue workers are at a high risk of experiencing 
psychological problems after a disaster deployment. Interventions are needed to mitigate negative 
psychological consequences and foster resilience in rescue workers. 
 
 
International Journal of Epidemiology 
Volume 46, Issue 6, December 2017 
https://academic.oup.com/ije/issue/46/6 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Heritage Studies 
Volume 24, Issue 4   2017 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rjhs20/current 
Article 
3D heritage visualisation and the negotiation of authenticity: the ACCORD project 
This article examines the question of authenticity in relation to 3D visualisation of historic objects 
and monuments. Much of the literature locates their authenticity in the accuracy of the data 
and/or the realism of the resulting models. Yet critics argue that 3D visualisations undermine the 
experience of authenticity, disrupting people’s access to the materiality, biography and aura of 
their historic counterparts. The ACCORD project takes questions of authenticity and 3D 
visualisation into a new arena – that of community heritage practice – and uses rapid 
ethnographic methods to examine whether and how such visualisations acquire authenticity. 
Siân Jones, Stuart Jeffrey, Mhairi Maxwell, Alex Hale & Cara Jones 
Pages: 333-353 
Published online: 17 Oct 2017 
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JAMA  
January 23/30, 2018, Vol 319, No. 4, Pages 319-418 
http://jama.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx 
Viewpoint 
Improving Public Health Requires Inclusion of Underrepresented Populations in 
Research  
Catherine Y. Spong, MD; Diana W. Bianchi, MD  
JAMA. 2018;319(4):337-338. doi:10.1001/jama.2017.19138  
   Advances in genomics have ushered in promising therapies tailored to the individual. 
Personalized medicine is promoted and has begun to positively influence care. For example, 
medications such as trastuzumab for the 30% of breast cancers that overexpress ERBB2 and 
vemurafenib for patients with late-stage melanoma who carry the V600E variant have been 
beneficial.1 Despite these advances, for many sectors of the population—children, older adults, 
pregnant and lactating women, and individuals with physical and intellectual disabilities—limited 
evidence-based therapies optimized to their specific medical needs exist. Combined, these groups 
comprise as much as 58% of the US population (eTable in the Supplement). Research focusing on 
or at the very least includes members of these groups is critically needed. 
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EDITORIAL  
Science after a year of President Trump 
After 12 months in office, Trump’s effects on science have been as bad as feared. 
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A universal flu vaccine is the only serious defence against a future flu pandemic. 
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History of Medicine: PEPFAR — 15 Years and Counting the Lives Saved 
Anthony S. Fauci, M.D., and Robert W. Eisinger, Ph.D. 
   In the long history of successful public health initiatives, such as those leading to the 
eradication of smallpox, the elimination of polio throughout most of the world, and the marked 
reduction globally in vaccine-preventable childhood diseases, few programs have matched the 
impact of one that began in 2003, the President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief, or PEPFAR. 
This innovative program has had an unprecedented impact on the pandemic of HIV and AIDS… 
 
Treating and Preventing HIV with Generic Drugs — Barriers in the United States 
Erika G. Martin, Ph.D., M.P.H., and Bruce R. Schackman, Ph.D. 
   Combination antiretroviral therapy (ART) has dramatically improved survival rates among 
people with HIV and is a mainstay of HIV prevention; evidence shows that durable viral 
suppression prevents the transmission of infection. In addition, preexposure prophylaxis (PrEP) is 
an emerging approach to preventing HIV acquisition for certain high-risk groups. Generic ART 
medications offer the potential for treating and preventing HIV with fewer resources. Generic 
versions of lamivudine, abacavir, and efavirenz became available in the United States within the 
past 6 years at prices lower than their brand-name counterparts, a generic version of PrEP 
(emtricitabine and tenofovir disoproxil fumarate) was approved in 2016, and generic versions of 
tenofovir disoproxil are expected later in 2018. Yet most of the discussion about the availability of 
generic HIV drugs focuses on low- and middle-income countries… 
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Rio’s Mountainous Region (“Região Serrana”) 2011 Landslides: Impact on Public 
Mental Health System 
January 25, 2018 ·  
    INTRODUCTION   In January 2011 landslides and floods followed heavy rain in the 
Mountainous Region of Rio de Janeiro State (“Região Serrana”), in southeastern Brazil. These 
events led to the largest disaster registered in Brazilian recent history. Few studies addressed the 
impacts of this disaster on public health, and we found none addressing the impact on mental 
health. This study reviewed the consequences of the 2011 disaster in the “Região Serrana”, by 
comparing the demand for public mental health assistance data from time periods before and 
after the even  METHODS  We performed an ecologic study, analysing the aggregate data from 
“Região Serrana” during the period two years before and after the disaster, exporting data from 
the Brazilian open access public health database. The primary outcome was defined as Mental 
Health Care Demand, and for that we calculated the number of mental health care visits per 
month, the proportion of visits due to mental health care and the monthly absolute number of 
mental health care visits per CAPS – “Centro de Atenção Psicossocial” (Psychosocial Care Centre). 
For secondary outcomes we evaluated the total number of deaths by any reason, and the total 
number of hospitalizations. The other health administrative regions of Rio de Janeiro state were 
used as control group.  RESULTS  We observed that there was an important increase in the rate 
of visits due to mental health in the six months after the landslides, from 13,875 to 17,690, 
reaching its maximum one year after the event totalizing 21,980 visits (Dec 2011). It was also 
observed that the proportion of visits due to mental health disorders increased after the event in 
the “Região Serrana”, as well as the number of mental health care visits per 
CAPS.   DISCUSSION  In conclusion, we observed that the 2011 Landslides in “Região Serrana” 
led to a sustained higher burden to public mental health care. There was an increase in the 
demand for mental health visits, and the ratio of visits per CAPS was higher during most part of 
the studied period after the event, even with the region having more CAPS than before. 
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The introduction of a conjugate vaccine for serogroup A Neisseria meningitidis has dramatically 
reduced disease in the African meningitis belt. In this context, important questions remain about 
the performance of different vaccine policies that target remaining serogroups. Here, we estimate 
the health impact and cost associated with several alternative vaccination policies in Burkina Faso. 
The introduction of a conjugate vaccine for serogroup A Neisseria meningitidis has dramatically 
reduced disease in the African meningitis belt. In this context, important questions remain about 
the performance of different vaccine policies that target remaining serogroups. Here, we estimate 
the health impact and cost associated with several alternative vaccination policies in Burkina Faso. 
Reza Yaesoubi, Caroline Trotter, Caroline Colijn, Maziar Yaesoubi, Anaïs Colombini, Stephen 
Resch, Paul A. Kristiansen, F. Marc LaForce, Ted Cohen  
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A Guide to Field Notes for Qualitative Research: Context and Conversation 
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Abstract 
Field notes are widely recommended in qualitative research as a means of documenting needed 
contextual information. With growing use of data sharing, secondary analysis, and metasynthesis, 
field notes ensure rich context persists beyond the original research team. However, while widely 
regarded as essential, there is not a guide to field note collection within the literature to guide 
researchers. Using the qualitative literature and previous research experience, we provide a 
concise guide to collection, incorporation, and dissemination of field notes. We provide a 
description of field note content for contextualization of an entire study as well as individual 
interviews and focus groups. In addition, we provide two “sketch note” guides, one for study 
context and one for individual interviews or focus groups for use in the field. Our guides are 
congruent with many qualitative and mixed methodologies and ensure contextual information is 
collected, stored, and disseminated as an essential component of ethical, rigorous qualitative 
research. 
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Research 
The no-go zone: a qualitative study of access to sexual and reproductive health 
services for sexual and gender minority adolescents in Southern Africa  
Adolescents have significant sexual and reproductive health needs. However, complex legal 
frameworks, and social attitudes about adolescent sexuality, including the values of healthcare 
providers, govern adole...  
Authors: Alex Müller, Sarah Spencer, Talia Meer and Kristen Daskilewicz 
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Published on: 25 January 2018 
 
 
Revista Panamericana de Salud Pública/Pan American Journal of Public Health 
(RPSP/PAJPH)  
http://www.paho.org/journal/index.php?option=com_content&view=featured&Itemid=101 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Risk Analysis     
January 2018  Volume 38, Issue 1  Pages 1–211 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/risa.2018.38.issue-1/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Risk Management and Healthcare Policy 
Volume 10, 2017 
https://www.dovepress.com/risk-management-and-healthcare-policy-archive56 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Science  
26 January 2018  Vol 359, Issue 6374 
http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl 
Policy Forum 
Engaging over data on fracking and water quality 
By S. L. Brantley, R. D. Vidic, K. Brasier, D. Yoxtheimer, J. Pollak, C. Wilderman, T. Wen 
Science26 Jan 2018 : 395-397 Restricted Access 
Data alone aren't the solution, but they bring people together 
Summary 
Extraction of unconventional oil and gas using high-volume hydraulic fracturing (HVHF)—
“fracking”—is a “wicked” problem: Science and policymaking are complex and opaque; problems 
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are unstructured, cross areas of policy jurisdiction, require coordinated action among various 
stakeholders who disagree about values, and tend to result in limited solutions with complex 
consequences (1). Public participation in decision-making about hydrocarbon extraction is limited 
by the largely private nature of transactions among mineral rights owners and industry and the 
narrow opportunity for public input into procedures. Likewise, obstacles to accessing water-quality 
data and the dearth and diversity of such data limit shared understanding. We found, however, 
that, although data alone do not resolve wicked problems, shared interest in gathering, 
discussing, and improving water-quality data can lead to productive discussions among scientists, 
citizens with local knowledge, regulators, and industry practitioners. Such opportunities to “pull 
back the curtain” on science, funded and facilitated by honest brokers, could build trust and 
develop procedural fairness as foundations for social license. 
 
Reports 
Plastic waste associated with disease on coral reefs 
By Joleah B. Lamb, Bette L. Willis, Evan A. Fiorenza, Courtney S. Couch, Robert Howard, Douglas 
N. Rader, James D. True, Lisa A. Kelly, Awaludinnoer Ahmad, Jamaluddin Jompa, C. Drew Harvell 
Science26 Jan 2018 : 460-462 Full Access 
Plastic waste entanglement exacerbates the risk of coral disease outbreaks and consequent 
damage to reefs, as well as the loss of fisheries and coastal protection 
Abstract 
Plastic waste can promote microbial colonization by pathogens implicated in outbreaks of disease 
in the ocean. We assessed the influence of plastic waste on disease risk in 124,000 reef-building 
corals from 159 reefs in the Asia-Pacific region. The likelihood of disease increases from 4% to 
89% when corals are in contact with plastic. Structurally complex corals are eight times more 
likely to be affected by plastic, suggesting that microhabitats for reef-associated organisms and 
valuable fisheries will be disproportionately affected. Plastic levels on coral reefs correspond to 
estimates of terrestrial mismanaged plastic waste entering the ocean. We estimate that 11.1 
billion plastic items are entangled on coral reefs across the Asia-Pacific and project this number to 
increase 40% by 2025. Plastic waste management is critical for reducing diseases that threaten 
ecosystem health and human livelihoods. 
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   The only way that climate change will be reversed is by continuing to develop new technologies 
and turning them into products and services. Philanthropists play an important role in that 
process, particularly by investing in risky, early-stage, science-based startups that traditional 
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investors shy away from. Read more about this in “The Investment Gap That Threatens the 
Planet,” the cover story in the Winter 2018 issue. 
Health  
Health Insurance for Migrants  
By Kristine Wong  
The M-FUND offers affordable health insurance to the vulnerable Burmese migrant population on 
Thailand's western border.  
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UN Chronicle 
Vol. LIV No. 4 2017  January 2018  
http://unchronicle.un.org/ 
Global Citizenship 
   This issue focuses on global citizenship, which has been defined as the concept that one’s 
identity transcends, even as it respects, geographical and national borders, and that our social, 
political, environmental and economic actions occur in an interconnected world. The articles 
examine, among other things, the nexus between reducing inequality and global citizenship, 
safeguarding cultural and linguistic diversity, and the rights and responsibilities derived from being 
a global citizen. 
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   In this issue of the UN Chronicle, we have invited a number of distinguished contributors to 
share with us their perspectives on what global citizenship is and how this concept can be 
translated into solutions to global challenges and concerns. 
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World Heritage and Modern Heritage  
Modern heritage – the architecture, town planning and landscape design of the modern era, or 
the last two hundred years or so – is still underrepresented on the World Heritage List. And yet it 
is an integral part of many urban ensembles, which represent a majority of sites on the List. 
Raising awareness of the significance of this heritage, and addressing issues on its preservation 
and valorization, is the focus of the World Heritage Centre’s Modern Heritage Programme, and of 
many heritage experts. Drawing attention to these structures, and encouraging the development 
of legal protection for them, is beginning to build momentum. 
 
In this issue, we will look closely at the Sydney Opera House (Australia), from its construction to 
its role today as a vibrant cultural centre; Grimeton Radio Station (Sweden), a monument to early 
wireless transatlantic communication built in 1922-1924 and still in working condition; and the city 
of Brasilia (Brazil), that landmark of town planning by urban planner Lucio Costa and architect 
Oscar Niemeyer. We will also learn about the evolution of the identification of modern heritage in 
the Arab region, and in an interview with Hubert Jan Henket, architect and co-founder of the 
International Committee for Documentation and Conservation of Buildings, Sites and 
neighbourhoods of the Modern Movement (DOCOMOMO), we will explore the recognition of 
modern heritage, international collaboration and other aspects of conservation. 
 
In addition, the issue presents the 21 new sites inscribed on the World Heritage List during the 
41st session of the World Heritage Committee in Krakow, from 2 to 12 July 2017. These include 
two sites that are the first to be inscribed in their country: Mbanza Kongo in Angola, and in 
Eritrea, the site of Asmara: A Modernist City of Africa. Asmara is an exceptional example of early 
modernist urbanism at the beginning of the 20th century and its application in an African context. 
As pointed out in the lead article by Afredo Conti, Vice President of ICOMOS, the international 
community has started recognizing modern heritage that until recently was barely valued at all. 
Identifying and preserving our modern heritage is indeed an important issue of the moment. 
Mechtild Rössler 
Director of the UNESCO World Heritage Centre 
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