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::::::  
::::::  
 
Governance – “Uncouth Words” 
 
African Union – Press Statement for Immediate Release ECOSOCC’s Response to 
President Trump’s ‘Shithole Remarks’  
January 16, 2018 
African Civil society under the auspices of the Economic, Social and Cultural Council (ECOSOCC) of 
the African Union received with utter shock the news of the uncouth words used by the President 
of the United States in reference to African people and people of African descent. We condemn in 
the strongest terms the racist undertones of this language and the clear expression of naivety 
about the place, role and value of African people by the President of the United States. 
 
In Africa we highly respect elders and the language that elders use should be respectful and one 
that befits the positions that they hold. The President of the United States should be an elder and 
should exude wisdom, deep respect of cultural and social diversity and value of humanity. But 
unfortunately the President of the United States seems to be depicting the contrary! 
 
We therefore call upon all citizens’ and peoples’ groups, religious and faith leaders, private sector 
and professional organizations, academics and civic actors in the US and Africa to condemn this 
language in the strongest terms. Citizens across the world should be respected for what they are 
and referred to in appropriate and respectful language. To continue to propagate racism through 
language in the world, is to fuel other types of violent behaviors that we see around the world. 
 
We ask that the US President seriously considers withdrawing this statement and issue a public 
apology to the all Africans and people of African descent in the world. The President should note 
that the social, economic and cultural contributions of Africans in the United States is one of the 
highest in the world. The United States has a big number of African people in a diversity of 
professions that do not fit the despicable description used by the US President. 
 
One of the Agenda 2063 Aspirations developed by African people and its leaders is: An Africa with 
a strong cultural identity, common heritage, shared values and ethics. ECOSOCC as an Organ that 
promotes and popularizes the Agenda 2063 and strives to build an Africa and world that is ethical 
and value-based. We therefore call upon the President of the United States to embrace this 
aspiration and other progressive and positive aspirations of the African people. 
 
African civil society and ECOSOCC therefore joins the rest of the world to condemn the language 
of the President of the United States of America. We call upon the President of the United States 
to restrain himself as well as educate himself about the world and its people and ensure that he 
espouses the values that the United States people have been known for over the ages. 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
Democracy in Crisis: Freedom in the World 2018  
Freedom House  2018  
https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-world/freedom-world-2018 
This report was made possible by the generous support of the Smith Richardson 
Foundation and the Lilly Endowment. Freedom House also gratefully acknowledges the 
contributions of the Reed Foundation, the Achelis & Bodman Foundation, David L. Fogel, 

https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20180116/press-statement-immediate-release-ecosocc%E2%80%99s-response-president-trump%E2%80%99s-
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20180116/press-statement-immediate-release-ecosocc%E2%80%99s-response-president-trump%E2%80%99s-
https://freedomhouse.org/article/democracy-crisis-freedom-house-releases-freedom-world-2018
https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-world/freedom-world-2018


   

 

and additional private contributors who wish to remain anonymous. 
 
Key Findings 
   :: Democracy faced its most serious crisis in decades in 2017 as its basic tenets—
including guarantees of free and fair elections, the rights of minorities, freedom of the 
press, and the rule of law—came under attack around the world. 
   :: Seventy-one countries suffered net declines in political rights and civil liberties, 
with only 35 registering gains. This marked the 12th consecutive year of decline in 
global freedom. 
   :: The United States retreated from its traditional role as both a champion and an exemplar of 
democracy amid an accelerating decline in American political rights and civil liberties. 
   :: Over the period since the 12-year global slide began in 2006, 113 countries have seen a net 
decline, and only 62 have experienced a net improvement. 
 
The challenges within democratic states have fueled the rise of populist leaders who appeal to 
anti-immigrant sentiment and give short shrift to fundamental civil and political liberties. Right-
wing populists gained votes and parliamentary seats in France, the Netherlands, Germany, and 
Austria during 2017. While they were kept out of government in all but Austria, their success at 
the polls helped to weaken established parties on both the right and left. Centrist newcomer 
Emmanuel Macron handily won the French presidency, but in Germany and the Netherlands, 
mainstream parties struggled to create stable governing coalitions. 
 
Perhaps worst of all, and most worrisome for the future, young people, who have little 
memory of the long struggles against fascism and communism, may be losing faith 
and interest in the democratic project. The very idea of democracy and its promotion has 
been tarnished among many, contributing to a dangerous apathy. 
 
The retreat of democracies is troubling enough. Yet at the same time, the world’s leading 
autocracies, China and Russia, have seized the opportunity not only to step up internal repression 
but also to export their malign influence to other countries, which are increasingly copying their 
behavior and adopting their disdain for democracy. A confident Chinese president Xi Jinping 
recently proclaimed that China is “blazing a new trail” for developing countries to follow. It is a 
path that includes politicized courts, intolerance for dissent, and predetermined elections… 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
Risk Governance  
 
The Global Risks Report 2018 
World Economic Forum 
2018 - 13th Edition : 80 pages 
PDF: http://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_GRR18_Report.pdf 
Executive Summary [Editor’s text bolding] 
Last year’s Global Risks Report was published at a time of heightened global uncertainty and 
strengthening popular discontent with the existing political and economic order. The report called 
for “fundamental reforms to market capitalism” and a rebuilding of solidarity within and between  
countries. One year on, a global economic recovery is under way, offering new opportunities for 
progress that should not be squandered: the urgency of facing up to systemic challenges has, if 
anything, intensified amid proliferating indications of uncertainty, instability and fragility. 
 

http://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_GRR18_Report.pdf
http://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_GRR18_Report.pdf


   

 

Humanity has become remarkably adept at understanding how to mitigate conventional risks that 
can be relatively easily isolated and managed with standard risk management approaches. But we 
are much less competent when it comes to dealing with complex risks in the interconnected 
systems that underpin our world, such as organizations, economies, societies and the 
environment. There are signs of strain in many of these systems: our accelerating pace of change 
is testing the absorptive capacities of institutions, communities and individuals. When risk 
cascades through a complex system, the danger is not of incremental damage but of “runaway 
collapse” or an abrupt transition to a new, suboptimal status quo. 
 
In our annual Global Risks Perception Survey, environmental risks have grown in 
prominence in recent years. This trend has continued this year, with all five risks in the 
environmental category being ranked higher than average for both likelihood and impact over a 
10-year horizon. This follows a year characterized by high-impact hurricanes, extreme 
temperatures and the first rise in CO2 emissions for four years. We have been pushing our planet 
to the brink and the damage is becoming increasingly clear. Biodiversity is being lost at mass-
extinction rates, agricultural systems are under strain and pollution of the air and sea has become 
an increasingly pressing threat to human health. A trend towards nation-state unilateralism may 
make it more difficult 
to sustain the long-term, multilateral responses that are required to counter global warming and 
the degradation of the global environment. 
 
Cybersecurity risks are also growing, both in their prevalence and in their disruptive 
potential. Attacks against businesses have almost doubled in five years, and incidents that would 
once have been considered extraordinary are becoming more and more commonplace. The 
financial impact of cybersecurity breaches is rising, and some of the largest costs in 2017 related 
to ransomware attacks, which accounted for 64% of all malicious emails. Notable examples 
included the WannaCry attack — which affected 300,000 computers across 150 countries—and 
NotPetya, which caused quarterly losses of US$300 million for a number of affected businesses. 
Another growing trend is the use of cyberattacks to target critical infrastructure and strategic 
industrial sectors, raising fears that, in a worst-case scenario, attackers could trigger a breakdown 
in the systems that keep societies functioning. 
 
Headline economic indicators suggest the world is finally getting back on track after 
the global crisis that erupted 10 years ago, but this upbeat picture masks continuing underlying 
concerns. The global economy faces a mix of long-standing vulnerabilities and newer threats that 
have emerged or evolved in the years since the crisis. The familiar risks include potentially 
unsustainable asset prices, with the world now eight years into a bull run; elevated indebtedness, 
particularly in China; and continuing strains in the global financial system. 
 
Among the newer challenges are limited policy firepower in the event of a new crisis; disruptions 
caused by intensifying patterns of automation and digitalization; and a build-up of mercantilist and 
protectionist pressures against a backdrop of rising nationalist and populist politics. 
 
The world has moved into a new and unsettling geopolitical phase. Multilateral rules-
based approaches have been fraying. Re-establishing the state as the primary locus of power 
and legitimacy has become an increasingly attractive strategy for many countries, but one that 
leaves many smaller states squeezed as the geopolitical sands shift. There is currently no sign 
that norms and institutions exist towards which the world’s major powers might 
converge. This creates new risks and uncertainties: rising military tensions, economic and 
commercial disruptions, and destabilizing feedback loops between changing global conditions and 



   

 

countries’ domestic political conditions. International relations now play out in increasingly diverse 
ways. 
 
Beyond conventional military buildups, these include new cyber sources of hard and soft power, 
reconfigured trade and investment links, proxy conflicts, changing alliance dynamics, and potential 
flashpoints related to the global commons. Assessing and mitigating risks across all these theatres 
of potential conflict will require careful horizon scanning and crisis anticipation by both state and 
nonstate actors. 
 
This year’s Global Risks Report introduces three new series: Future Shocks, Hindsight and Risk 
Reassessment. Our aim is to broaden the report’s analytical reach: each of these elements 
provides a new lens through which to view the increasingly complex world of global risks. 
 
Future Shocks is a warning against complacency and a reminder that risks can crystallize with 
disorientating speed. In a world of complex and interconnected systems, feedback loops, 
threshold effects and cascading disruptions can lead to sudden and dramatic breakdowns. We 
present 10 such potential breakdowns—from democratic collapses to spiralling cyber conflicts—
not as predictions, but as food for thought: what are the shocks that could fundamentally upend 
your world? 
 
In Hindsight we look back at risks we have analysed in previous editions of the Global Risks 
Report, tracing the evolution of the risks themselves and the global responses to them. 
Revisiting our past reports in this way allows us to gauge risk-mitigation efforts and highlight 
lingering risks that might warrant increased attention. This year we focus on antimicrobial 
resistance, youth unemployment, and “digital wildfires”, which is how we referred in 2013 to 
phenomena that bear a close resemblance to what is now known as “fake news”. 
 
In Risk Reassessment, selected risk experts share their insights about the implications for 
decisionmakers in businesses, governments and civil society of developments in our 
understanding of risk. In this year’s report, Roland Kupers writes about fostering resilience in 
complex systems, while Michele Wucker calls for organizations to pay more attention to cognitive 
bias in their risk management processes. 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
Evidence – Science – Ideology 
 
Be Skeptical of Those Who Treat Science as an Ideology –  Commentary  
Scientific knowledge is always provisional. The point is to produce evidence, not doctrine. 
Sue Desmond-Hellmann  
Wall Street Journal, Jan. 19, 2018 6:10 p.m. ET  
[Editor’s text bolding] 
 
Skepticism is the lifeblood of scientific progress. By constantly asking whether there is a different 
answer, a better approach or an alternative view, scientists drive improvements and innovations 
that ultimately benefit everyone. It is not “antiscience” to be skeptical—it’s definitively pro-
science. At a time when people of all ideological stripes are seeking definitive sources of truth, we 
should all embrace our inner skeptics and turn to the scientific method for a fresh approach to 
resolve our differences. 
 

https://www.wsj.com/articles/be-skeptical-of-those-who-treat-science-as-an-ideology-1516403457


   

 

When I started out as an oncologist in the mid-1980s, women with the most aggressive form of 
breast cancer were subjected to surgical removal of not only their breasts but large amounts of 
their chests and rib cages. Treatment later evolved toward less-extensive surgery but greater use 
of chemotherapy, which too often came with debilitating side effects. I still remember what I 
called “the mother sign”—women being helped into my clinic by their moms because they were so 
weak from the therapies I gave them. 
 
In the 1990s I left patient care for biotechnology, which held promise in improving cancer 
treatments. I led product development at Genentech, where we developed drugs such as 
Herceptin, which targeted cancerous cells and left healthy ones largely intact. By challenging the 
status quo, we found ways to treat at least some patients without first making them sicker. In a 
little over a decade, cancer treatment moved from disfiguring surgery to powerful drugs to precise 
gene therapies. Today, harnessing the immune system to treat cancer shows immense promise 
for the next advance. 
 
But whereas skepticism and uncertainty have always been the heart and soul of 
science, confidence and certainty are the coin of the realm in much of today’s public 
discourse. Unquestioning confidence is deeply troubling for the scientific community 
because it is not the currency we trade in, and it has led people in America and around 
the world to question scientific enterprise itself. We should all be troubled when 
science is treated as if it were an ideology rather than a discipline. 
 
Valuing beliefs over science manifests itself as cynicism at best, denialism at worst. 
Scientists talk about skepticism to assert that nothing should be accepted or rejected 
without considerable evidence. Denialism—the refusal to accept established facts—is 
different and dangerous.  
 
According to Harvard research, between 2000 and 2005 AIDS denialism in South Africa led to an 
estimated 330,000 deaths because the government rejected offers of free drugs and grants and 
dragged its heels on establishing a treatment program. And in just eight weeks last year—April 7 
to June 2—Minnesota saw more cases of measles, a disease easily prevented with a vaccine, than 
had occurred in the entire United States in 2016. 
 
The point of science is not to produce doctrine, but to collect and test evidence that 
points toward conclusions, which in turn inform approaches, treatments and policies 
based on rigorous research. These conclusions are provisional. Scientific investigation 
is undertaken to question today’s knowledge, to seek new evidence through research 
and experimentation.  
 
That is not to say that previous evidence was “false,” merely that it was less complete. Those 
surgeons who performed radical mastectomies in the 1980s were acting with the best knowledge 
available at that time. As the understanding improved, so did the methods. Nor is it to say that 
current knowledge shouldn’t be trusted—there is strong evidence that vaccines save lives, for 
example, and scant evidence that they cause harm. 
 
When I was a practicing oncologist, one way I built trust with patients was to be open and honest 
about what I knew for certain and what I didn’t. On my best days, I didn’t just talk; I listened. I 
answered patients’ questions to the best of my knowledge and did follow-up research on the ones 
I couldn’t answer. If I witnessed an outcome I didn’t expect, I revisited my assumptions. That’s 
how I applied the scientific method in the wild. 
 



   

 

I follow a similar approach in my current job. The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation uses a data-
driven, evidence-based decision-making model. When the evidence changes, so does our 
strategy—as it did with malaria. Once it was clear that controlling the disease world-wide was 
practically and politically unsustainable, we increased our focus on accelerating elimination in 
regions where it is feasible now. At the same time, we’re continuing to support efforts to save 
lives and develop the tools that will eventually allow us to eradicate the disease.  
 
What is undeniable is that the scientific breakthroughs in which we invest, such as new vaccines 
and hardier crops, help people around the world survive and thrive. How many more people 
benefit—and how quickly—will depend in part on public confidence in science.  
 
We can rebuild that confidence by uniting around the qualities of the scientific method. As the 
name suggests, the scientific method is not a belief system, it is a practice. We would all benefit 
from more practice.  
Dr. Desmond-Hellmann is CEO of the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation.  
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Emergencies 
 
POLIO  
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
Polio this week as of 17 January 2018 [GPEI] 
:: Summary of newly-reported viruses this week:  
...Afghanistan:  One new case of wild poliovirus type 1 (WPV1) reported in Kandahar province. 
Five new WPV1 positive environmental samples have been reported, three collected from 
Nangarhar province, one from Hilmand province, and one from Kunar province. 
… Pakistan: Pakistan: Three new WPV1 positive environmental samples have been reported, two 
collected from Balochistan province, and one from Punjab province.  
…Democratic Republic of the Congo: Five new cases of circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus 
type 2 (cVDPV2) have been reported in Tanganyika province. 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies  [to 20 January 2018] 
The Syrian Arab Republic  
:: Syria cVDPV2 outbreak situation report 30, 16 January 2018 
[See Polio above for detail] 
 
Yemen  
:: Weekly epidemiology bulletin, 8–14 January 2018 
Cumulative figures 
- The cumulative total from 27 April 2017 to 14 Jan 2018 is 1,035,676 suspected cholera cases 
and 2,244 associated deaths, 
(CFR 0.22%), 1100 have been confirmed by culture. 
 
Iraq  - No new announcements identified 
Nigeria  - No new announcements identified 
South Sudan - No new announcements identified. 

http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
http://www.who.int/hac/donorinfo/g3_contributions/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/syr/en/index.html
http://www.emro.who.int/images/stories/syria/WHO_UNICEF_Situation_Report_30_cVDPV2_outbreak_Syria_16_1_18.pdf?ua=1
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/yem/en/index.html
http://www.emro.who.int/images/stories/yemen/cholera_week_2.pdf?ua=1
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/irq/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/hac/crises/nga/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/ssd/en/index.html


   

 

 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies  [to 20 January 2018] 
Myanmar   
:: Nearly half a million children being vaccinated against diphtheria in Cox’s Bazar 
SEAR/PR/1676 
   14 January 2018, Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh – As part of an intensified response to the current 
diphtheria outbreak, WHO, UNICEF and health sector partners are working with the Bangladesh 
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare to vaccinate more than 475,000 children in Rohingya 
refugee camps, temporary settlements and surrounding areas. 
   “All efforts are being made to stop further spread of diphtheria. The vaccination of children in 
the Rohingya camps and nearby areas demonstrates the health sector’s commitment to protecting 
people, particularly children, against deadly diseases,” said Dr Bardan Jung Rana, ai WHO 
Representative to Bangladesh. 
   Nearly 150,000 children aged six weeks to seven years received pentavalent vaccine (that 
protects against diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis, haemophilus influenza type b and hepatitis B), and 
nearly 166,000 children aged 7 to 17 years were given tetanus and diphtheria (Td) vaccine, 
during a three-week vaccination campaign that ended on 31 December. Two more rounds of 
vaccination with a diphtheria-containing vaccine, at intervals of one month, are planned to fully 
protect the children in camps and surrounding areas. 
   “Children are particularly vulnerable to diphtheria. Volunteers are making door-to-door visits in 
the Rohingya settlements to ensure all children receive vaccination. The massive influx within a 
very short time has heavily affected basic services in the settlement areas. They have no choice 
but to live in a very congested environment, which is impacting their health and quality of life. We 
are making continued efforts to improve conditions of the camps. At the same time, diphtheria 
vaccination is vital to reducing the risk of further outbreak,” said the UNICEF Country 
Representative Mr. Edouard Beigbeder.  
   To limit the spread of diphtheria to communities living near the Rohingya camps and 
settlements, nearly 160,000 children in 499 schools of Teknaf and Ukhiya sub-districts are also 
being vaccinated. This initiative began on 1 January. Vaccination was initiated on a day when 
children attend school in large numbers to avail themselves of free books provided by the 
government at the start of the academic year.  
   WHO, UNICEF and other health partners are working with the Ministry of Health and Family 
Welfare to establish fixed locations for immunization in the Rohingya camps to continue to provide 
life-saving vaccines to children, in line with Bangladesh’s childhood immunization programme. 
 
Democratic Republic of the Congo  
15 January 2018  
Cholera in Kinshasa - WHO is redeploying experts to control the epidemic  
   Kinshasa -- On a 24-hour working visit to the Democrati Republic of Congo's capital, heavily 
affected by the cholera epidemic, Dr Matshidiso MOETI, WHO Regional Director for Africa, told the 
Minister of Health, Public Health, Dr Oly ILUNGA Monday, of a reinforced emergency support 
mechanism putting all the experts from the Country Office and those deployed in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo (epidemiologists, logisticians, data managers, specialists in communication 
on risks, social mobilization and community engagement etc.) available to the DPS to strengthen 
the response against cholera. 
 
Cameroon  - No new announcements identified 
Central African Republic  - No new announcements identified.   
Ethiopia  - No new announcements identified. 

http://www.who.int/hac/donorinfo/g3_contributions/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/mmr/en/index.html
http://www.searo.who.int/mediacentre/releases/2018/1676/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/cod/en/index.html
http://newsletters.cod.afro.who.int/drcflyer/1sl540enc96
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/cmr/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/caf/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/eth/en/index.html


   

 

Libya - No new announcements identified. 
Niger  - No new announcements identified. 
Ukraine  - No new announcements identified. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – L3 Emergencies 
The UN and its humanitarian partners are currently responding to three 'L3' emergencies. This is 
the global humanitarian system's classification for the response to the most severe, large-scale 
humanitarian crises.  
Syrian Arab Republic  
:: 18 Jan 2018   Syria cVDPV2 Outbreak Situation Report #30 - 16 January 2018 
:: Statement by the UN in Syria on civilians impacted by increase in hostilities [EN/AR]  17 January 
2018 
 
DRC   - No new announcements identified. 
Iraq   - No new announcements identified. 
Yemen  - No new announcements identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Corporate Emergencies 
When the USG/ERC declares a Corporate Emergency Response, all OCHA offices, branches and 
sections provide their full support to response activities both at HQ and in the field. 
ROHINGYA CRISIS 
:: ISCG Situation Report: Rohingya Refugee Crisis, Cox’s Bazar | 14 January 2018 
 
Somalia  
:: 17 Jan 2018  Somalia: US$1.6 billion urgently needed to save and protect 5.4 million lives from 
unprecedented drought 
 
Ethiopia   - No new announcements identified. 
Nigeria  - No new announcements identified. 
 

 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 

Agency/Government/IGO Watch 
We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for key 
media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on regional or 
global level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific coverage is limited. 
Please suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
 
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly  
[to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.un.org/en/unpress/ 
Selected Press Releases/Meetings Coverage  
19 January 2018  
SG/A/1783-BIO/5056-DC/3756 

http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/lby/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/ner/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/ukr/en/index.html
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/syria
https://reliefweb.int/node/2421299
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/statement-un-syria-civilians-impacted-increase-hostilities-enar
https://www.unocha.org/drc
https://www.unocha.org/iraq
https://www.unocha.org/yemen
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
http://www.unocha.org/rohingya-refugee-crisis/
https://reliefweb.int/report/bangladesh/iscg-situation-report-rohingya-refugee-crisis-cox-s-bazar-14-january-2018
https://www.unocha.org/somalia
https://reliefweb.int/node/2419814
https://reliefweb.int/node/2419814
https://www.unocha.org/ethiopia
https://www.unocha.org/nigeria
http://www.un.org/en/unpress/


   

 

Renata Dwan of Ireland Appointed Director United Nations Institute for Disarmament 
Research 
United Nations Secretary-General António Guterres today announced the appointment of Renata 
Dwan of Ireland as Director of the United Nations Institute for Disarmament Research 
(UNIDIR).  The Secretary-General is grateful to Jarmo Sareva of Finland for his dedication and 
commitment in leading the Institute since 2015. 
 
18 January 2018  
SC/13168 
Amid Rising Number of Conflicts Worldwide, Security Council Presidential 
Statement Underlines Urgent Need for Advancing Preventive Diplomacy Tools, 
Practices 
Expressing concern over the growing number of conflicts worldwide, the Security Council today 
underlined an urgent need for redoubled efforts for prevention and resolution. 
 
 
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 20 January 
2018] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true  
Selected Press Releases – “TOP NEWS” 
Press briefing notes on Ethiopia and Honduras 
 
UN human rights experts urge Turkey not to extend state of emergency 
 
Iceland leads the way on closing gender pay gap, UN experts say 
 
UN rights experts call on Iran to halt execution of second juvenile offender in as many weeks 
 
UN experts welcome enforced disappearance law in Mexico 
 
UN Special Rapporteur on Myanmar to visit Bangladesh and Thailand – 18 to 30 January  
 
Press briefing note on Tunisia 
 
Syria: Zeid condemns upsurge in civilian casualties in Eastern Ghouta and Idlib  
 
 
Human Rights Council   [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/hrc/pages/hrcindex.aspx 
10 January 2018 
Human Rights Council Universal Periodic Review Working Group to hold twenty-ninth session in 
Geneva from 15 to 26 January 2018 
 
 
Committee on the Rights of the Child [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx 
Latest News 
Committee on the Rights of the Child examines report of Seychelles 
19 January 2018 

Committee on the Rights of the Child considers report of Panama 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sga1783.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sga1783.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sc13168.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sc13168.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sc13168.doc.htm
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18 January 2018 

Committee on the Rights of the Child examines report of Guatemala 
17 January 2018 

UN rights experts call on Iran to halt execution of second juvenile offender in as many weeks 
16 January 2018 

Committee on the Rights of the Child reviews report of Sri Lanka 
16 January 2018 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the sale and sexual exploitation of children 
 [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and 
Armed Conflict [to 20 January 2018] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest 
attainable standard of physical and mental health  [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in 
Conflict [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN OCHA [to 20 January 2018] 
https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases 
Selected Press Releases 
20 January 2018 
US$ 2.96 billion needed to provide life-saving assistance to 13.1 million people in Yemen in 2018 
 
19 January 2018 
La communauté humanitaire en République Démocratique du Congo lance un appel pour 1,68 
milliard de dollars, son plus large appel de fonds 
 
18 January 2018 
Assistant Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Deputy Emergency Relief Coordinator, 
Ms. Ursula Mueller Remarks at the opening of the Member States Briefing on Haiti 
 
18 January 2018 
Deteriorating humanitarian crisis in DR Congo demands largest ever appeal 
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18 January 2018 
Humanitarian community mobilized for a response to the crisis in Paoua 
 
17 January 2018 
Statement by the acting Humanitarian Coordinator for the oPt, Roberto Valent, on the reduction in 
funding to UNRWA 
 
17 January 2018 
Aid workers in North-East Nigeria (January 2018) 
 
17 January 2018 
Somalia: US$1.6 billion urgently needed to save and protect 5.4 million lives from unprecedented 
drought 
 
17 January 2018 
Statement by the UN in Syria on civilians impacted by increase in hostilities [EN/AR] 
 
 
UNICEF  [to 20 January 2018] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/ 
19 January 2018  
At least one in four children in Iraq impacted by conflict and poverty  
   BAGHDAD/AMMAN, 19 January 2018 – “Iraq today hosts one of UNICEF’s largest operations in 
the world, responding with humanitarian and development assistance to the needs of the most 
vulnerable girls and boys across the country.  
 
Statement by UNICEF Executive Director Henrietta H. Fore following two-day visit to 
conflict-ravaged South Sudan 
   JUBA/NAIROBI/NEW YORK, 19 January 2018 – “I have just spent two days in South Sudan 
where I saw firsthand how four years of conflict have left children sick, hungry and on the brink of 
death.  
 
UN agencies in urgent bid to prevent famine in Kasai, DRC 
  KINSHASA, 17 January 2018 – In a stark warning, three UN agencies – the Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO), UNICEF and the World Food Programme (WFP) – say time is running out to 
save hundreds of thousands of lives in the Democratic Republic of the Congo.   
 
3 million children born into war in Yemen 
   SANA’A, 16 January 2018 – More than 3 million children have been born in Yemen since the 
escalation in violence in March 2015 according to a new UNICEF report. Born into War details how 
children in Yemen have been scarred by years of violence, displacement, disease, poverty, 
undernutrition and a lack of access to basic services including water, health care and education.  
 
Half a million Rohingya refugee children at risk in overcrowded camps in Bangladesh 
with cyclone and monsoon season on horizon 
   COX’S BAZAR, Bangladesh, 16 January 2018 – The health and safety of more than 520,000 
Rohingya children living in overcrowded camps and informal settlements in Bangladesh is likely to 
be put at even greater risk ahead of upcoming cyclone and monsoon seasons, UNICEF warned 
today.  
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A bloody start to a new year in Syria 
   AMMAN/DAMASCUS, 14 January 2018 – “At a time when most parents are filled with the new 
year’s hope for their children’s future, mothers and fathers in Syria are left grieving for the 
children they have lost.  
 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html 
Briefing Notes  
Concern grows for women and children fleeing Cameroon 19 Jan 2018  
 
UNHCR notes Bangladesh, Myanmar talks; stresses importance of returns meeting 
international standards 16 Jan 2018 
 
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
Selected Announcements 
UN Migration Agency Appeals for USD 1.4 Billion to Help over 80 Million People in 50 
Countries 
2018-01-19 14:47 
   Geneva - IOM, the UN Migration Agency, is appealing for nearly USD 1.4 billion to address the 
needs of over 80 million people in 50 countries in 2018. These vital funds will support people 
displaced within the borders of their own countries, migrants, refugees and the... 
 
Mediterranean Migrant Arrivals Reach 2,583 in 2018; Deaths Reach 199 
2018-01-19 14:46 
   Geneva – IOM, the UN Migration Agency, reports that 2,583 migrants and refugees entered 
Europe by sea through 17 January. This compares with 3,156 coming ashore during a similar 
period in 2017. 
 
Humanitarian Situation in DR Congo Reaches Breaking Point as Funding Gap Remains 
Enormous 
2018-01-17 09:02 
   Kinshasa – The humanitarian situation in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) has 
deteriorated dramatically over the past year due to a massive escalation of conflict and 
widespread insecurity. Extreme violence has spread to areas typically considered stable, such as 
the... 
Migrant Figures, Migrant Futures: IOM Paris Forum Demonstrates How Data Help 
Manage Human Mobility 
2018-01-16 15:56 
   Paris – IOM, the United Nations Migration Agency, convenes in Paris this week (15-16 January), 
the world’s first International Forum on Migration Statistics, with partners Organisation for 
Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) and the UN’s Department of Economic and 
Social... 
 
UN Migration Agency Helps Bangladesh Police Tackle Trafficking Threat to Rohingya 
Refugees 
2018-01-16 15:54 
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   Bangladesh – Human trafficking experts from IOM, the UN Migration Agency, are this week 
working with police in Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh to help them tackle the threat of human trafficking 
facing thousands of vulnerable Rohingya refugees living in local settlements. 
 
UN Migration Agency Welcomes UN Secretary General’s Report – Making Migration 
Work for All 
2018-01-12 15:18 
   New York – IOM, The United Nations Migration Agency, welcomed Thursday (11/01) the release 
of the UN Secretary General’s report, Making Migration Work for All. 
 
 
UNAIDS [to 20 January 2018]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
19 January 2018 
A 30-year response to HIV in Morocco  
   Morocco marks 30 years of its response to HIV in 2018, with much to celebrate. Concerted 
efforts in the country have resulted in a 42% reduction in new HIV infections since 2010, 
significantly greater than the decline across the Middle East and North Africa of just 4%. HIV 
treatment coverage has also increased in the country, from 16% in 2010 to 48% in 2016. 
 
18 January 2018 
Harnessing human rights for the AIDS response  
   A special section on HIV and human rights has been published in the Health and Human Rights 
Journal. Eleven papers—covering issues such as HIV-related stigma and discrimination, gender 
inequality and the effects of the abuse and criminalization of key populations—offer critical 
reflections on the AIDS response and call for renewed efforts to confront legal, social and 
structural barriers in order to realize better health for all… The special section is accessible at 
https://www.hhrjournal.org/volume-19-issue-2-december-2017/ 
 
17 January 2018 
UNAIDS is saddened by the death of Mathilde Krim  
   UNAIDS is deeply saddened by the death of the prominent AIDS researcher and activist 
Mathilde Krim. Ms Krim was a pioneer in AIDS research from the earliest days of the AIDS 
epidemic and a dedicated defender of human rights and justice. 
   Ms Krim was a research scientist, dedicated to increasing awareness around HIV. She was one 
of the Founding Chairmen of the Foundation for AIDS Research (amfAR), an organization 
dedicated to AIDS research, HIV prevention, treatment education and the advocacy of sound 
AIDS-related public policy. 
   Her activism, dedication and compassion were instrumental in influencing public policy 
mobilizing funds for AIDS research and protecting the human rights of people living with HIV or 
affected by HIV. 
  In 2000, Ms Krim was awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the highest civilian honour in 
the United States of America.  
 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 20 January 2018] 
142nd session of the WHO Executive Board 
   19 January 2018 – Next week the WHO Executive Board will set the agenda for the World 
Health Assembly, and determine how to best promote health, keep the world safe, and serve the 
vulnerable. The session takes place on 
22–27 January 2018 in Geneva, Switzerland, and will be webcast live.  
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:: Provisional agenda  
:: All documentation  
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO     
:: WHO supports Ministry of Health to contain Chikungunya Outbreak  18 January 2018  
:: WHO Director General attributes Rwanda’s Health Sector achievements to a supportive 
Government  14 January 2018  
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
No new digest content identified. 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
:: Nearly half a million children being vaccinated against diphtheria in Cox’s Bazar  14 January 
2018 
 
WHO European Region EURO  
::  New WHO Country Office to open in Greece 19-01-2018  
:: WHO/Europe and ECDC intensify collaboration on infectious diseases and health emergencies 
19-01-2018  
:: Ukraine’s efforts to stop measles outbreak continue as case total increases 16-01-2018  
:: The year ahead: key milestones and events for the WHO European Region in 2018 15-01-2018  
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
No new digest content identified. 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
:: Healthy Islands: South Pacific Tourism Organisation and WHO forge new partnership 
   SUVA, Fiji, 17 January 2018 – The World Health Organization and the South Pacific Tourism 
Organisation join forces to promote healthy tourism in the Pacific. Through a new partnership, the 
organizations commit to promoting the health and well-being of tourists and the tourism 
workforce by establishing smoke-free public places, increasing access to healthy local food options 
and physical activities and improving accessibility for persons with disabilities in the tourism 
sector. 
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2018/ 
20 January 2018 
A stronger future for globally diversified livestock production 
Outcomes of high-level panel facilitated by the OIE on shaping the future of livestock thanks to 
improved animal health and welfare 
   Paris,—Experts in animal health and welfare management met for a high-level panel hosted by 
the OIE at the occasion of the Global Forum for Food and Agriculture 2018, held in Berlin from 18-
20 January, and organized by The Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture (BMEL). Within the 
framework of livestock production, this multi-stakeholder group composed of international, 
regional and national policy makers and government representatives tackled issues linked to 
policy-making, climate stewardship and societal needs. The panel acknowledged animal health 
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and welfare as two cornerstones for the global transition to sustainable, responsible and efficient 
livestock production models, and OIE International Standards as key components in achieving a 
stronger, more resilient livestock production… 
 
 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
Selected Press Releases/Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 20 January 2018] 
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
15 Jan 2017 –  
Raising awareness and assessing sustainability literacy on SDG 7 
 

 

UN Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN)  [to 20 January 2018] 
http://unsdsn.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 

UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division  [to 20 January 2018] 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/ 
Call for Session proposals for United Nations World Data Forum 2018 
   The Programme Committee for the UN World Data Forum 2018 invites you to submit proposals 
for sessions to be considered for inclusion in the programme for the UNWDF2018.  
The deadline for submission of session proposals is 31 January 2018.  
   For more information, please visit the call for session proposal page. 
 
National platforms for SDG reporting 
New York, USA    22 - 24 January 2018  
 
 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.unep.org/newscentre/ 
17 Jan 2018 Press release 
Fiji’s Great Sea Reef nominated as Ramsar Site at start of International Year of the 
Reef 
   Over the last three decades, half of the planet’s coral has died under rising water temperatures 
and ocean acidification.  
 
 
UNISDR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 20 January 2018] 
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http://www.unisdr.org/archive 
18 Jan 2018 
Three Year Hot Streak "Existential Threat to Planet" 
   The UN Secretary-General's Special Representative for Disaster Risk Reduction, Mr. Robert 
Glasser, today described the accelerating pace of climate change as “an existential threat to the 
planet”. 
 
 
UN DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 20 January 2018] 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNESCO  [to 20 January 2018] 
http://en.unesco.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 20 January 2018] 
https://www.unodc.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 20 January 2018] 
http://unhabitat.org/media-centre/news/ 
Posted January 18, 2018 
Ms. Maimunah Mohd Sharif of Malaysia elected new Executive Director of UN-Habitat 
   Following nomination by the Secretary-General, the General Assembly, on 22 December 2017, 
elected Maimunah Mohd Sharif of Malaysia as Executive Director of the United Nations Human 
Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat). She succeeds Joan Clos of Spain to whom... 
 
Posted January 15, 2018 
Utilizing Minecraft as a tool for community participation to design a public space in 
Gaza Strip 
   Beit Lahia, Gaza Strip, 15 January 2018 –  UN-Habitat in partnership with UN Women, 
Palestinian Housing Council, Aisha Association for Woman and child protection, and GGateway are 
creating a safe and inclusive public space in Al-Shaima’ neighbourhood... 
 
 
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2016/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ILO International Labour Organization  [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm 
New report 
ILO, OECD Development Centre launch report on immigrants’ contribution to 
developing countries' economies, 24-25 January 2018, OECD Conference Centre, 
Paris   
17 January 2018  
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New publication 
ILO to publish World Employment and Social Outlook: Trends 2018   
16 January 2018  
 
 
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/default.aspx 
18/1/18 
United Nations General Assembly highlights air transport contributions to Agenda 
2030 Sustainable Development Goals 
 
17/1/18 
Continued passenger traffic growth and robust air cargo demand in 2017 
 
 
IMO International Maritime Organization  [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 20 January 2018] 
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release 
Publish Date: 18 January 2018  
WMO confirms 2017 among the three warmest years on record 
   In a clear sign of continuing long-term climate change caused by increasing atmospheric 
concentrations of greenhouse gases, 2015, 2016 and 2017 have been confirmed as the three 
warmest years on record. 2016 still holds the global record, whilst 2017 was the warmest year 
without an El Niño, which can boost global annual temperatures. 
 
 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Organization for Standardization (ISO)  [to 20 January 2018] 
https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 20 January 2018] 
http://media.unwto.org/news 
15 January 2017 
2017 International Tourism Results: the highest in seven years 
   International tourist arrivals grew by a remarkable 7% in 2017 to reach a total of 1,322 million, 
according to the latest UNWTO World Tourism Barometer. This strong momentum is expected to 
continue in 2018 at a rate of 4%-5%. 
 
 
WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 20 January 2018] 

http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_615053/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/United-Nations-General-Assembly-highlights-air-transport-contributions-to-Agenda-2030-Sustainable-Development-Goals.aspx
https://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/United-Nations-General-Assembly-highlights-air-transport-contributions-to-Agenda-2030-Sustainable-Development-Goals.aspx
https://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/Continued-passenger-traffic-growth-and-robust-air-cargo-demand-in-2017.aspx
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release/wmo-confirms-2017-among-three-warmest-years-record
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html
https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/
http://media.unwto.org/news
http://media.unwto.org/press-release/2018-01-15/2017-international-tourism-results-highest-seven-years


   

 

http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CBD  Convention on Biological Diversity [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.cbd.int/press-releases/  
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
USAID [to 20 January 2018] 
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information 
Selected Press Releases 
USAID Administrator Green's Meeting with the Honorable Charlotte Petri Gornitzka, 
Chair of the Development Assistance Committee of the Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development  
January 17, 2018  Readout 
   United States Agency for International Development (USAID) Administrator Mark Green met 
today with the Honorable Charlotte Petri Gornitzka, Chair of the Development Assistance 
Committee (DAC) of the Organisation for Economic Co-Operation and Development to discuss 
how donors can more efficiently and effectively identify and respond to the world's most-pressing 
development challenges, including the effects of large movements of people. 
 
Statement from USAID Administrator Mark Green on the Arrival of Mobile Cranes to 
Yemen  
January 15, 2018 
   The United States welcomes the arrival of four mobile cranes at Yemen's Hudaydah port. Upon 
installation, these cranes, purchased by the World Food Programme with U.S. Government 
funding, will offload essential supplies for the people of Yemen. We expect that the additional 
capacity of these cranes will cut the typical unloading time for ships in Hudaydah from one week 
down to three to four days -- which means food, medicine, and other necessities will reach people 
in need more quickly. 
 
 
DFID  [to 20 January 2018] 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development 
Selected Press Releases 
17 January 2018 — News story  
Penny Mordaunt calls for continued commercial and aid access throughout Yemen 
   All parties to the conflict must continue to allow unhindered commercial and humanitarian 
access throughout Yemen to avert the risk of mass starvation. 
 
17 January 2018 
Girls’ education to be central pillar of UK foreign, development and defence policy  
DFID, FCO and MOD  Press release 
 
15 January 2018 
UK funded vaccines save Rohingya children from deadly diphtheria outbreak  
DFID  Press release 
 
 

http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/
http://www.cbd.int/press-releases/
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/jan-17-2018-usaid-administrator-greens-meeting-honorable-charlotte-petri
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/jan-17-2018-usaid-administrator-greens-meeting-honorable-charlotte-petri
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/jan-17-2018-usaid-administrator-greens-meeting-honorable-charlotte-petri
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/jan-15-2018-statement-usaid-administrator-mark-green-arrival-mobile-cranes-yemen
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/jan-15-2018-statement-usaid-administrator-mark-green-arrival-mobile-cranes-yemen
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/penny-mordaunt-calls-for-continued-commercial-and-aid-access-throughout-yemen
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/girls-education-to-be-central-pillar-of-uk-foreign-development-and-defence-policy
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-funded-vaccines-save-rohingya-children-from-deadly-diphtheria-outbreak


   

 

ECHO  [to 20 January 2018] 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
African Union [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.au.int/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
January 18, 2018  
Africa Centres for Disease Control and Prevention and Japan International 
Cooperation Agency (JICA) to strengthen public health partnership to combat 
infectious diseases threats in Africa  
 
January 18, 2018  
Africa Union’s Peace and Security Council discuss public health threats to the 
Continent Urge integration of effective public health strategies in the African Union 
Peace and Security Architecture  
 
January 16, 2018  
Press Statement for Immediate Release ECOSOCC’s Response to President Trump’s 
‘Shithole Remarks’  
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
  
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations  [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.asean.org/news 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
European Commission [to 20 January 2018] 
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1 
19/01/2018   
Countering illegal hate speech online  
   European Commission - Fact Sheet Brussels, 19 January 2018 The third evaluation of the Code 
of Conduct on countering illegal online hate speech carried out by NGOs and public bodies 
released today shows that IT companies removed on average 70% of illegal hate speech notified 
to them.  
 
Plastic Waste: a European strategy to protect the planet, defend our citizens and 
empower our industries    
   European Commission - Press release Strasbourg, 16 January 2018 The first-ever Europe-wide 
strategy on plastics, adopted today, is a part of the transition towards a more circular economy. It 
will protect the environment from plastic pollution whilst fostering growth and innovation, turning 
a challenge into a positive agenda for the...  
 
EU steps up support to address the Rohingya crisis in Bangladesh  

http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news
http://www.au.int/
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20180118/africa-centres-disease-control-and-prevention-and-japan-international
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20180118/africa-centres-disease-control-and-prevention-and-japan-international
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20180118/africa-centres-disease-control-and-prevention-and-japan-international
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20180118/africa-union%E2%80%99s-peace-and-security-council-discuss-public-health-threats
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20180118/africa-union%E2%80%99s-peace-and-security-council-discuss-public-health-threats
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20180118/africa-union%E2%80%99s-peace-and-security-council-discuss-public-health-threats
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20180116/press-statement-immediate-release-ecosocc%E2%80%99s-response-president-trump%E2%80%99s-
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20180116/press-statement-immediate-release-ecosocc%E2%80%99s-response-president-trump%E2%80%99s-
http://www.asean.org/news
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-18-262_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-5_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-5_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-201_en.htm


   

 

   European Commission - Press release Brussels, 15 January 2018 The European Union has 
adopted a new €5 million programme to support the Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh, 
strengthening its response to the crisis. The new initiative aims at supporting the identification 
and registration of Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh, at facilitating the...  
 
 
OECD  [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/publicationsdocuments/bydate/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Organization of American States (OAS)   [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.oas.org/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 20 January 2018] 
https://www.oic-oci.org/home/?lan=en 
18/01/2018 
OIC Holds Emergency Ministerial Meeting on Houthi Missile Targeting Riyadh 
   The Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) shall hold an emergency meeting of the Council 
of Foreign Ministers on Sunday, 21 January 2018, in Jeddah at the request of the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia to discuss the repercussions of the launching of a ballistic missile by the Houthi 
militias on Riyadh. A preparatory meeting at the delegate level shall precede the ministerial 
meeting to discuss its draft final communiqué. 
 
Al-Othaimeen commends KSA initiative to support Yemen Central Bank with two 
billion dollars 
   The Secretary-General of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), His Excellency Dr. 
Yousef bin Ahmed Al-Othaimeen, hailed the heartening  directives issued by the Custodian of the 
Two Holy Mosques, King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, on 17/1/ 2018,  to support the people of 
Yemen with 2 billion US Dollars to be deposited with  the Central Bank of Yemen. 
17/01/2018 
 
OIC General Secretariat Condemns Derogatory Remarks on Africa 
   The General Secretariat of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) has strongly 
condemned the derogatory, racist and hateful remarks widely reported by the media on 13 
January 2018 made against African and other countries by the President of the United States. 
16/01/2018 
 
OIC Condemns Endorsement of Building 1100 New Israeli Settlement Units, Calls on 
UNSC to Shoulder its Responsibilities 
   The Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) has strongly condemned the endorsement of the 
Israeli occupation authorities of building 1100 new colonial settlement units, stressing that the 
Israeli settlement expansion policy is a blatant aggression against the rights of the Palestinian 
people aiming at imposing a new reality in order to prevent the establishment of the independent 
Palestinian state. 
14/01/2018 
 

http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/publicationsdocuments/bydate/
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_releases.asp
https://www.oic-oci.org/home/?lan=en
https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=17272&ref=9177&lan=en
https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=17274&ref=9176&lan=en
https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=17274&ref=9176&lan=en
https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=17268&ref=9171&lan=en
https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=17252&ref=9169&lan=en
https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=17252&ref=9169&lan=en


   

 

 
Group of 77  [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.g77.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
UNCTAD  [to 20 January 2018] 
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives] 
No new digest content identified.. 
 
:::::: 
 
IPU  Inter-Parliamentary Union   [to 20 January 2018] 
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Court of Justice  [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Criminal Court (ICC)  [to 20 January 2018] 
Trying individuals for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/ 
18 January 2018 
International Criminal Court Marks Opening of the Judicial Year 2018  
2018: ICC Rome Statute turns 20 
 
:::::: 
 
World Bank [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week]  
Rohingya Crisis Growing, More Support Needed, World Bank Says 
   DHAKA, January 20, 2018 — The Rohingya refugee crisis in southern Bangladesh is growing at 
a rapid pace and there is an urgent need to support the host communities to cope with the influx 
and to help...  
Date: January 20, 2018 Type: Press Release  
 
Universal Health Coverage Study Series (UNICO) 

http://www.g77.org/
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases
https://www.icc-cpi.int/
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=pr1356
https://www.icc-cpi.int/romestatute20
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2018/01/20/rohingya-crisis-growing-more-support-needed-world-bank-says
http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/health/publication/universal-health-coverage-study-series


   

 

   Universal Health Coverage (UHC) means that all people can access quality essential health 
services, without having to suffer financial hardship to pay for health care. Despite some progress, 
at least half...  
Date: January 17, 2018 Type: Publication 
 
New Country Engagement Note for South Sudan Reaffirms World Bank Group’s 
Commitment to Supporting Vulnerable Populations 
   WASHINGTON, January 16, 2018 — The Board of Executive Directors today endorsed a new 
World Bank Group Country Engagement Note (CEN) in support of the Republic of South Sudan’s 
development objectives. The...  
Date: January 16, 2018 Type: Press Release 
 
 
IMF  [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?DateFrom=2017-01-01&DateTo=2017-12-31 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week]  
January 15, 2018 - Speech 
Ensuring a Sustainable Global Recovery 
IMF First Deputy Managing Director David Lipton 
Asian Financial Forum, Hong Kong 
 
 
African Development Bank Group  [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Africa-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
Angola and the African Development Bank sign USD 101 million to support 
agricultural value chains development in Cabinda Province 
   18/01/2018 - The African Development Bank is fully engaged in ensuring efficient and 
sustainable agricultural production projects in its regional member countries. This can drive 
economic growth and poverty reduction as well as fulfil both domestic and global demand for 
agricultural products. 
 
2018 African Economic Outlook: African Development Bank makes a compelling case 
for Africa’s industrialization 
   17/01/2018 - The President of the African Development Bank, Akinwumi Adesina, has made a 
compelling case for accelerating Africa’s industrialization in order to create jobs, reduce poverty 
and promote inclusive economic growth. 
 
First Meeting by High Level Panel on International Migration in Africa pushes 
migration issues to the top of the policy agenda 
   16/01/2018 - The first meeting of the High Level Panel on International Migration in Africa 
(HLPM) highlighted regional migration priorities and actionable commitments that will lead to the 
successful implementation of the work plan of the Panel in preparation of the final report. 
 
Nigeria consolidates position as African Development Bank’s largest shareholder 
   14/01/2018 - Nigeria’s President, Muhammadu Buhari, will commission the new office complex 
of the African Development Bank in Abuja on January 18, 2018, consolidating the country’s 
position as the Bank’s largest shareholder. 
 

http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2018/01/16/new-country-engagement-note-for-south-sudan-reaffirms-world-bank-groups-commitment-to-supporting-vulnerable-populations
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2018/01/16/new-country-engagement-note-for-south-sudan-reaffirms-world-bank-groups-commitment-to-supporting-vulnerable-populations
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?DateFrom=2017-01-01&DateTo=2017-12-31
http://www.imf.org/en/news/articles/2018/01/15/ensuring-a-sustainable-global-recovery
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/angola-and-the-african-development-bank-sign-usd-101-million-to-support-agricultural-value-chains-development-in-cabinda-province-17777/
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/angola-and-the-african-development-bank-sign-usd-101-million-to-support-agricultural-value-chains-development-in-cabinda-province-17777/
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/2018-african-economic-outlook-african-development-bank-makes-a-compelling-case-for-africas-industrialization-17776/
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/2018-african-economic-outlook-african-development-bank-makes-a-compelling-case-for-africas-industrialization-17776/
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/first-meeting-by-high-level-panel-on-international-migration-in-africa-pushes-migration-issues-to-the-top-of-the-policy-agenda-17760/
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/first-meeting-by-high-level-panel-on-international-migration-in-africa-pushes-migration-issues-to-the-top-of-the-policy-agenda-17760/
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/nigeria-consolidates-position-as-african-development-banks-largest-shareholder-17755/


   

 

 
Asian Development Bank  [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.adb.org/news/releases 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of •  •  
18 January 2018 
ADB VP Reaffirms Commitment to Support Bangladesh on Implementing SDGs  
   Together with the Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and representatives of development partners, 
ADB Vice-President Wencai Zhang attended the Bangladesh Development Forum (BDF) in Dhaka 
on 17 January 2018. 
 
 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank   [to 20 January 2018] 
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 20 January 2018] 
https://www.ifad.org/newsroom/press_release/list/tags/y2017 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 
 

:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
   We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new research 
and major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, collaborations, and 
initiatives across the human rights, humanitarian response and development spheres of action.  
   This Watch section is intended to be indicative, not exhaustive. We will not include fund raising 
announcements, programs events or appeals, and generally not include content which is primarily 
photo-documentation or video in format. 
 
 
Action Contre la Faim – Action Against Hunger  [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/en 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 20 January 2018] 
http://amref.org/news/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Aravind Eye Care System  [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.aravind.org/default/currentnewscontent 
http://amref.org/news/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
  

http://www.adb.org/news/releases
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-vp-reaffirms-commitment-support-bangladesh-implementing-sdgs
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https://www.ifad.org/newsroom/press_release/list/tags/y2017
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http://amref.org/news/news/
http://amref.org/news/news/
http://www.aravind.org/default/currentnewscontent
http://amref.org/news/news/


   

 

BRAC  [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.brac.net/#news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CARE International  [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clubhouse International  [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 20 January 2018] 
https://www.drc.dk/news 
16.01.2018 
Joint Statement on the complete opening of Hudaydah Port 
   Seventeen aid agencies working in Yemen are urging for the complete and unconditional 
opening of Hudaydah port to allow for the uninterrupted flow of food and fuel. A thirty-day 
concession period enabling the delivery of commercial supplies has brought only brief reprieve 
within the context of a sustained blockade on Yemen’s Red Sea Ports. Parties to Yemen’s conflict 
have a responsibility to minimise the impact of war on civilians in Yemen by mitigating all factors 
that exacerbate death and suffering, as over 8 million people are already on the verge of 
starvation… 
 
 
ECPAT  [to 20 January 2018]  
http://www.ecpat.net/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Fountain House  [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Handicap International  [to 20 January 2018]  
http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Heifer International  [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HelpAge International  [to 20 January 2018]  
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
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http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases
http://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases.html
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/


   

 

 

 
ICRC  [to 20 January 2018] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports  
16-01-2018 | News release  
Central African Republic: Violence Fuels “Neglected Humanitarian Tragedy,” with Half 
of Population in Need of Aid 
   Bangui/Geneva (ICRC) - The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) warns that 
humanitarian conditions in the Central African Republic (CAR) are rapidly deteriorating, with half 
of the population in need of humanitarian aid.One in five people  
 
11-01-2018 | News release  
Sudan: Critical needs in Darfur, southern Sudan, where ICRC will increase assistance  
   The ICRC will increase its field assistance activities in Sudan's Darfur region in 2018. 
 
 
IFRC   [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/press-releases/ 
Europe, Switzerland 
World Economic Forum: Are we ready for the next global health emergency? 
   The world is ill-equipped and unprepared for the next killer pandemic or epidemic. 
17 January 2018 
 
Africa, Europe, France, Mauritius 
Red Cross activates disaster response as Tropical cyclone Berguitta threatens 
Mauritius and La Réunion 
   Nairobi/Geneva, 16 January 2018—Mauritius and La Réunion are on high alert as Tropical 
Cyclone Berguitta moves towards southern Indian Ocean this week. Red Cross disaster response 
teams are readying response plans in anticipation of the cyclone’s landf … 
16 January 2018 

 
 
IRC  International Rescue Committee  [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 
Selected Press Releases & Statements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IRCT  [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.irct.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Islamic Relief   [to 20 January 2018]  
http://www.islamic-relief.org/category/news/ 
January 19, 2018  
Helping families survive this winter 
   Millions of people will face life-threatening situations this winter. Freezing temperatures mean 
that the lives of babies, children and impoverished families are at serious risk. 

https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new
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   Islamic Relief (IR) is working in multiple locations all over the world to limit the suffering people 
are facing this winter. IR offices have been distributing emergency aid, food, clothing, blankets 
and mattresses to people affected by war, conflicts and poverty. 
   One example of our winter efforts is taking place inside Syria and southern Turkey where IR 
teams have been working hard to ensure essential winter supplies are available for displaced 
people and refugees. IR has managed to procure 48,000 blankets, 17,000 mattresses, 15,000 
plastic sheets, 10,000 carpets, 42,000 winter jackets, and more than 48,000 shoes for delivery 
and distribution inside Syria… 
 
 
Landsea   [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified.  
 
 
Medecins du Monde   [to 20 January 2018]  
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/ 
No new digest content identified.  
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 20 January 2018]  
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/news-stories/press/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Mercy Corps [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Operation Smile  [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office 
Program Schedule 
Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve every 
opportunity for safe surgical care.  
 
 
OXFAM [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases 
18 January 2018 
Yemen still starved of food and fuel after month-long suspension of blockade 
   In the past three and a half weeks only 18 per cent of the Yemen's monthly fuel needs and just 
over half its monthly food needs have been imported through these ports. 
 
16 January 2018 
Aid agencies urge for complete opening of Yemen's main port 
   Oxfam and sixteen other aid agencies working in Yemen are urging for the complete and 
unconditional opening of Hudaydah port to allow for the uninterrupted flow of food and fuel. 
 
 
Norwegian Refugee Council   [to 20 January 2018] 
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http://www.nrc.no/ 
Published 18. Jan 2018 
Not only a men’s business 
Ingrid Beauquis|  
  During 2017 in Central African Republic, one of the most difficult countries for girls to access 
education, most graduates from NRC education centres were girls.  
 
Published 17. Jan 2018  
US decides to withhold aid funding for Palestinian refugees 
   Statement by NRC Secretary General Jan Egeland on the reported US decision to withhold aid 
funding for Palestinian refugees:  
 
 
Pact  [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.pactworld.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Partners In Health  [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.pih.org/blog 
Jan 18, 2018  
New Distribution Center, Software Vastly Modernizes Medical Storage in Haiti  
   A new 17,000-square-foot distribution center dramatically increased storage, while a new 
software system helped modernize how inventory is maintained at PIH's central office in Haiti.  
 
Jan 18, 2018  
Ophelia Dahl Tells WBUR We Must Fight "for the Humanity of All People"  
   PIH Co-founder Ophelia Dahl spoke of her experience working alongside Haitian colleagues in 
the aftermath of the January 2010 earthquake and the importance of fighting for the humanity of 
all people.  
 
 
PATH  [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.path.org/news/index.php 
Press release | January 16, 2018 
Tata Trusts and PATH announce India’s first Impact Lab for Public Health 
   New Delhi, January 16, 2018—Tata Trusts and PATH today announced the establishment of the 
Tata Trusts-PATH Impact Lab, the first such in India, to support and bring to market innovations 
for affordable public health solutions to benefit vulnerable populations with limited resources. 
Among the priorities will be solutions in maternal and child health, nutrition, and diagnostics for 
chronic and infectious diseases… 
 
 
Plan International  [to 20 January 2018] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Save The Children [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/c.8rKLIXMGIpI4E/b.9506653/k.C303/Press_Releases_2017/a
pps/nl/newsletter2.asp 
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https://www.pih.org/article/ophelia-dahl-tells-wbur-we-must-fight-humanity-all-people
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Selected Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SOS-Kinderdorf International  [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/about-sos/press/press-releases 
Jordan – 16 January 2018  
Linking young people with opportunities 
   The youth employability initiative YouthLinks is now also supporting young people in Jordan 
 
 
Tostan  [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.tostan.org 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Women for Women International  [to 20 January 2018]  
http://www.womenforwomen.org/press-releases 
Published: 16.01.2018 
In Plateau NGO empowers 5,000 rural women 
  Women for Women International, a Non-Governmental Organisation, has empowered no fewer 
than 5,000 rural women in four Local Government Areas of Plateau. 
   Mrs Bukola Onyishi, the Country Director of the NGO, made this disclosure in an interview with 
the News Agency of Nigeria (NAN) in Jos on Tuesday. 
   Onyishi said the beneficiaries of its social and economic empowerment programmes were the 
less privileged women from Mangu, Pankshin, Riyom, Jos-East and Barkin Ladi Local Government 
Areas… 
 
 
World Vision  [to 20 January 2018] 
http://wvi.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
::::: 
 
Center for Media Ethics and Responsibility/CMFR   [to 20 January 2018] 
http://cmfr-phil.org/media-ethics-responsibility/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Electronic Frontiers Foundation 
https://www.eff.org/ 
Press Release | January 19, 2018  
EFF Asks Ninth Circuit Appeals Court To Strengthen Privacy Protections Of Smart 
Phones At The Border 
   San Diego, California—The Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF) urged the U.S. Ninth Circuit 
Court of Appeals to require federal agents to obtain a warrant before conducting highly intrusive 
searches of electronic devices at the border by requiring federal agents to obtain a warrant if they 
want to access the contents of travelers’ phones… 
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https://www.eff.org/
https://www.eff.org/press/releases/eff-asks-ninth-circuit-appeals-court-strengthen-privacy-protections-smart-phones
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https://www.ca9.uscourts.gov/
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Freedom House [to 20 January 2018] 
https://freedomhouse.org/news 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Research 
Democracy in Crisis: Freedom House Releases Freedom in the World 2018  
January 16, 2018 
   Democracy is under assault and in retreat around the globe, a crisis that has intensified as 
America’s democratic standards erode at an accelerating pace, according to Freedom in the World 
2018.  
[See Week in Revie above for more detail] 
 
 
Transparency International  [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases/ 
19 Jan 2018 
Reform and policy recommendations for incoming Weah administration in Liberia 
   Transparency International and the Center for Transparency and Accountability in Liberia 
(CENTAL) have issued a series of anti-corruption reform and policy recommendations to the new 
government.  
 
::::: 
 
ChildFund Alliance  [to 20 January 2018] 
https://childfundalliance.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CONCORD  [to 20 January 2018] 
http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/ 
[European NGO confederation for relief and development] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre 
 [Action Aid, Age International, British Red Cross, CAFOD, Care International, Christian Aid, 
Concern Worldwide, Islamic Relief, Oxfam, Plan UK, Save the Children, Tearfund and World  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
The Elders  [to 20 January 2018] 
http://theelders.org/news-media 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
END Fund   [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.end.org/news 
Selected Press Releases and Major Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Evidence Aid   [to 20 January 2018] 

https://freedomhouse.org/news
https://freedomhouse.org/article/democracy-crisis-freedom-house-releases-freedom-world-2018
http://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases/
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www.evidenceaid.org  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gavi [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.gavi.org/library/news/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Global Fund [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/?topic=&type=NEWS;&country= 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Hilton Prize Coalition [to 20 January 2018] 
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/ 
An Alliance of Hilton Prize Recipients 
January 16, 2018 
How the Hilton Prize Coalition Is Building Future Humanitarian Leaders 
Devex 
 
 
ICVA - International Council of Voluntary Agencies   [to 20 January 2018] 
https://icvanetwork.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
INEE – an international network for education in emergencies   [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.ineesite.org/en/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
InterAction  [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.interaction.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Start Network [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.start-network.org/news-blog/#.U9U_O7FR98E 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action 
(ALNAP)     [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.alnap.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
  
CHS Alliance  [to 20 January 2018] 
http://chsalliance.org/news-events/news 

http://www.evidenceaid.org/
http://www.gavi.org/library/news/press-releases/
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/?topic=&type=NEWS;&country
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/
https://www.devex.com/news/how-the-hilton-prize-coalition-is-building-future-humanitarian-leaders-91769
https://icvanetwork.org/
http://www.ineesite.org/en/news
http://www.interaction.org/
http://www.start-network.org/news-blog/#.U9U_O7FR98E
http://www.alnap.org/
http://chsalliance.org/news-events/news


   

 

No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Development Initiatives   [to 20 January 2018] 
http://devinit.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
EHLRA/R2HC   [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
The Sphere Project [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.sphereproject.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP)  [to 20 January 2018] 
https://phap.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
Center for Global Development    [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center 
Publications 
Inside the Portfolio of the International Finance Corporation: Does IFC Do Enough in 
Low-Income Countries? 
1/17/18 
Charles Kenny , Jared Kalow and Vijaya Ramachandran  
   IFC’s portfolio is not focused where it could make the most difference. Low income countries 
are where IFC has the scale to make a considerable difference to development outcomes. While 
an excessive portfolio shift might imperil IFC’s credit rating, the evidence suggests that there is 
considerable scope for increasing commitments to low income countries without significant impact 
to IFC’s credit scores. 
 
Comparing Five Bilateral Development Finance Institutions and the IFC 
1/17/18 
Charles Kenny , Jared Kalow , Ben Leo and Vijaya Ramachandran  
  Development Finance Institutions (DFIs)—which provide financing to private investors in 
developing economies—have seen rapid expansion over the past few years. This paper describes 
and analyses a new dataset covering the five largest bilateral DFIs alongside the IFC which 
includes project amounts, standardized sectors, instruments, and countries. The aim is to 
establish the size and scope of DFIs and to compare and contrast them with the IFC. 
 
Identification Revolution: Can Digital ID Be Harnessed for Development? 
1/16/18 
Alan Gelb and Anna Diofasi Metz  
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  Identification Revolution: Can Digital ID Be Harnessed for Development? offers a balanced 
perspective, covering both the benefits and the risks of the identification revolution, and 
pinpointing opportunities to mitigate those risks. 
 
Identification Revolution: Can Digital ID Be Harnessed for Development? (brief) 
1/16/18 
Alan Gelb and Anna Diofasi Metz  
   Recent advances in the scope and sophistication of identification systems could have far-
reaching consequences for development. While there is no one-size-fits-all approach, there are 
common features that ID systems should share if they are to support development. 
 
  
ODI   [to 20 January 2018] 
https://www.odi.org/media-hub/press-room 
Selected Research/Publications 
Fishing for data: the role of private data platforms in addressing illegal, unreported 
and unregulated fishing and overfishing  
Briefing papers | January 2018 | Miren Gutierrez, Alfonso Daniels and Guy Jobbins 
   We look at opportunities to support monitoring, control and surveillance of fisheries against 
illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing and overfishing. 
 
Partner-led evaluation for policy research programmes: a thought piece on the 
KNOWFOR programme evaluation  
Working and discussion papers | January 2018 | Tiina Pasanen, Stuart Raetz, John Young, Jess 
Dart 
   This paper discusses the strengths, challenges and appropriateness of a partner-led evaluation. 
 
 
Urban Institute   [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.urban.org/about/media 
Publications 
Brief 
The Business of a Local Data Intermediary  
    Like many mission-driven organizations, local data intermediaries share the challenge of 
maintaining financial sustainability and their leaders must understand the mechanisms by which 
they can sustain their work. Borrowing from origins in the private sector, a business model is a 
way to organize operations and understand one’s clients, revenue, and value, and the streams 
and products that connect them. This brief collects  
Sara McTarnaghan, Leah Hendey 
January 19, 2018 
  
Brief 
A Tool for Organizational Planning: The Business Model Canvas  
   A business model can help local data intermediaries organize operations and understand one’s 
clients, revenue and value and the streams and products that connect them. Business models 
should be revised and refined over time as an organization’s activities, capacity, and reputation 
develop, and the local funding environment evolves. Despite its importance, there is no one 
prescribed format to develop a business model  
Sara McTarnaghan, Leah Hendey 
January 19, 2018 
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Brief 
Financing Supportive Services in Assisted Communities  
   This brief describes strategies and opportunities for Public Housing Authorities and other owners 
and operators of assisted housing to finance supportive services. This brief is not exhaustive, but 
it compiles lessons and observations based on the author’s work in the industry. Given the 
significant challenges some families face, even while housed, no single strategy will work in 
isolation. A multilayered approach is needed to  
Rhae Parkes 
January 18, 2018 
 
Testimony 
Opportunities to Simplify and Modernize Federal Student Aid  
   Matthew Chingos, director of the Urban Institute’s Education Policy Program, testified before the 
U.S. Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions (HELP) committee on modernizing and 
reforming the Higher Education Act (HEA) to improve federal student aid programs that can 
increase educational attainment and economic mobility. His testimony addresses the student loan 
repayment crisis, streamlining student aid into a single grant  
Matthew Chingos 
January 18, 2018 
 
 
World Economic Forum    [to 20 January 2018] 
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/ 
News 19 Jan 2018  
World Economic Forum Launches ‘New Concept’ for Europe’s Revival  
 
World Economic Forum UpLink Start-up Initiative Expands into Latin America and Caribbean  
News 18 Jan 2018  
 
If You Can’t Measure It, You Can’t Improve It: World Economic Forum Coalition Develops 55 New 
Financial Inclusion Metrics For World’s 2 Billion Unbanked  
News 18 Jan 2018  
 
Fourth Industrial Revolution Book Calls for Urgent Upgrade to the Way We Govern Technology  
News 18 Jan 2018  
 
World Economic Forum Appoints Makiko Eda as New Head of Japan Office  
News 18 Jan 2018  
 
World Enters Critical Period of Intensified Risks in 2018  
News 17 Jan 2018  
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
48th World Economic Forum Annual Meeting to See Unprecedented Engagement of Global 
Leaders  
News 16 Jan 2018  
 
 

*                      *                       *                        * 
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:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will primarily monitor press/media releases announcing key initiatives and new research from 
a growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, humanitarian 
response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended to be exhaustive, 
but indicative.  
 
 

Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 20 January 2018] 
https://www.alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/news/ 
News 
Allen Discovery Center uncovers the role of accumulating mutations in the brain 
January 18, 2018 
    Researchers at the Allen Discovery Center at Boston Children’s Hospital and Harvard University 
have published a technical tour-de-force that may help explain neurodegeneration and everyday 
“senior moments,” thanks to single-neuron whole-genome sequencing.  
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Annie E. Casey Foundation   [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Blue Meridian Partners [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/ 
Blue Meridian Partners is a new capital aggregation collaboration that plans to invest at least $1 
billion in high-performance nonprofits that are poised to have truly national impact for 
economically disadvantaged children and youth.  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clinton Foundation  [to 20 January 2018] 
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements 
Press Release  
January 17, 2018  
Clinton Foundation, Rocky Mountain Institute to Coordinate Renewable Energy Push 
in Barbuda 
   The Clinton Foundation and the Rocky Mountain Institute (RMI), responding to an invitation 
from the Government of Antigua & Barbuda, announced a new effort to redesign Barbuda’s power 
sector and to shift to a renewable energy model 
 
 
Co Impact   [to 20 January 2018] 
www.co-impact.io 
Co-Impact is a global philanthropic collaborative for systems change focused on improving the 
lives of millions of people around the world. 
No new digest content identified. 
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Ford Foundation  [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.fordfoundation.org/?filter=News 
News 19 January 2018  
Ford Foundation Appoints Hilary Pennington as Executive Vice President  
   Pennington will oversee all of the foundation’s programs in the US and globally. 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 20 January 2018] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/ 
GHIT was set up in 2012 with the aim of developing new tools to tackle infectious diseases that 
devastate the world’s poorest people. Other funders include six Japanese pharmaceutical •   
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

Grameen Foundation    [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.grameenfoundation.org/news-events/press-room 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  [to 20 January 2018] 
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/ 
January 19, 2018  
Adapting our philanthropy in trying times   
   It has not been my usual practice to write annual letters—they feel at odds with the 
foundation’s commitment to “operating in the modest, low-key style of our founders.” But after a 
year as tumultuous and unsettling as 2017, a few words seem appropriate. Not to cheerlead or 
sound a clarion call to the barricades; everyone…  
By Larry Kramer  
 
January 17, 2018  
Emiko Ono named program director of Hewlett Foundation Performing Arts Program   
   MENLO PARK, Calif.—The William and Flora Foundation announced today that Emiko Ono is the 
new program director of the foundation’s Performing Arts Program. Hewlett Foundation President 
Larry Kramer announced the news of Emiko’s appointment in an email to grantees and 
colleagues. 
 
 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IKEA Foundation    [to 20 January 2018] 
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/category/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 20 January 2018] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news 
Jan 18 2018   Research 
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Packing a Genome, Step-by-Step 
Summary 
For the first time, scientists can see in minute-time resolution how cells package chromosomes 
into highly condensed structures prior to cell division. 
 
 
Kaiser Family Foundation     [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.kff.org/search/?post_type=press-release  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Aga Khan Foundation   [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Kellogg Foundation  [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media#pp=10&p=1&f1=news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
MacArthur Foundation  [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.macfound.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation [to 20 January 2018] 
https://www.moore.org/ 
January 22, 2018  
Safeguarding indigenous rights and lands in Madre de Dios 
:: In indigenous lands, forest loss is significantly lower than in other areas and regions of the 
Amazonian countries 
:: Landmark “Pact from Madre de Dios” strengthens rule of environmental law in Peru, 
safeguarding indigenous rights and lands and advancing conservation 
:: Pope Francis to visit and address current threats to the Amazon’s indigenous communities and 
ecosystem health  
   In December, the Peruvian Government and members of Peru’s civil society signed a landmark 
agreement to increase and improve access to environmental justice and strengthen the rule of 
environmental law in Peru, particularly for indigenous communities. This month, the pact will be in 
the international spotlight when it is formally presented to Pope Francis during his visit to Puerto 
Maldonado, the regional capital of Peru’s Madre de Dios region. The Pope will travel through Peru 
and Colombia, bringing attention to the plight of indigenous men and women and the 
consequences of deforestation… 
 
 
Open Society Foundation  [to 20 January 2018] 
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/issues/media-information 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation  [to 20 January 2018] 
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http://www.packard.org/news/ 
News 
The David and Lucile Packard Foundation and the Heising-Simons Foundation 
announce the recipients of the Giving Code Experimentation and Learning Grants 
   January 19, 2018 (Los Altos, CA) – The David and Lucile Packard Foundation and the Heising-
Simons Foundation have announced the recipients of the Giving Code Experimentation and 
Learning Grants, which include 20 local nonprofits serving Silicon Valley’s diverse residents. Last 
year, the foundations created a donor-advised fund within the Los Altos Community Foundation to 
support projects that help build connections between nonprofits and philanthropists. In 
December, the recipients were finalized, and $809,452 was awarded to local organizations 
responding to challenges and opportunities identified in the Giving Code report. 
   The Giving Code, a groundbreaking report on philanthropy and nonprofits in Silicon Valley, 
revealed that despite the region’s astounding growth in philanthropic giving, local community-
based organizations are struggling to keep up with a rising demand for services, pay office rent, 
and retain employees. This makes it even harder for these organizations to address the long list of 
complex issues they strive to tackle, including homelessness and poverty… 
 
News 
David Orr Named Chair of the David and Lucile Packard Foundation Board of Trustees 
January 16, 2018 
   Today the David and Lucile Packard Foundation announced David Orr has been named chair of 
the Board of Trustees. Orr, grandson of David and Lucile Packard, succeeds Susan Packard Orr 
who served as Chair since 1996. 
   “The Foundation has been an important part of my family’s life for as long as I can remember. 
It’s an incredible privilege to serve in the footsteps of my grandparents and mom as the Chair of 
the Foundation’s Board of Trustees,” said David Orr, who has served as a Trustee since 2009. “I 
am excited to work with my fellow Trustees and Foundation staff to continue the Foundation’s 
work toward significant, lasting change and collaborate with leaders and organizations who bring 
new and exciting ideas on how to make this world a better place for generations to come.” 
   David Orr is a Product Manager at Google, teaching computers to understand human 
languages. He has been a startup founder, an angel investor, a computer software engineer, a 
researcher working on internet search, and a director of technology for startups. He holds a B.S. 
in Symbolic Systems from Stanford University. David has chaired the Foundation’s Children, 
Families, and Communities program committee and serves on the Lucile Packard Foundation for 
Children’s Health Board of Directors… 
 
 
Pew Charitable Trusts  [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 20 January 2018] 
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/about-us/news-media/ 
January 17, 2018  
Mayor de Blasio and The Rockefeller Foundation Launch “CareerLift”  
$1.5 million public-private partnership to help formerly out-of-work and out-of-school young 
adults improve job retention    
   NEW YORK—Today, Mayor Bill de Blasio and Gabrielle Fialkoff, Senior Advisor to the Mayor and 
Director of the Office of Strategic Partnerships, announced a $1.5 million new initiative, 
“CareerLift,” driven by the NYC Center for Youth Employment (CYE). Spearheaded by an $850,000 
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grant from The Rockefeller Foundation, the pilot aims to grow targeted opportunities for formerly 
out-of-school and out-of-work young adults to help them stay employed and advance in their 
careers… 
 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom/news-releases.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Science Philanthropy Alliance   [to 20 January 2018] 
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/ 
“…a group of organizations working together to increase philanthropic support for basic scientific 
research on a global basis…” 
January 17, 2018 
Lustgarten Foundation Awards $22 Million for Pancreatic Cancer Research [via PR 
Newswire]  
   The Lustgarten Foundation announced today that it funded $22 million in 2017 as part of its 
commitment to invest $40 million by the end of 2018.  In addition to funding the most 
accomplished scientists in pancreatic cancer research, the foundation is attracting new 
researchers to the field. 
 
 
SDG Philanthropy Platform 
http://sdgfunders.org/ 
SDG Philanthropy Platform is a collaboration between philanthropy and the greater international 
development community led by Foundation Center, United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) and Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, and supported by the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, 
Ford Foundation and the MasterCard Foundation, the Brach Family Foundation, and other key 
organizations such as Asociación de Fundaciones Empresariales (AFE) in Colombia, Brach Family 
Charitable Foundation, CAF America, Council on Foundations, East Africa Association of 
Grantmakers (EAAG), European Foundation Centre, Filantropi Indonesia (FI), GlobalGiving, The 
Humanitarian Forum, World Congress of Muslim Philanthropists, and Worldwide Initiatives for 
Grantmaker Support (WINGS). 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation 
https://sloan.org/about/press 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 20 January 2018] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
Opinion / Published: 18 January 2018  
Researchers crack DNA riddle to show how process of mitosis works  
Researchers have answered a fundamental question that has perplexed cell biologists for almost 
150 years.    
   Tom Collins, from Wellcome’s Genetics and Molecular Sciences team, explains 
why the discovery is so important and how the research team finally found what had evaded them 
for so long. 
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News / Published: 17 January 2018  
Wellcome's approach to engaging the public is going to change 
   Wellcome has a new public engagement strategy. Imran Khan, Head of Public Engagement, 
explains why we think it's necessary and what it means for the way we will work 

 
 
*                       *                       *                        * 
 

:: Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in 
human rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be 
exhaustive. We will add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon 
recommendation from readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content but 
note that successful access to some of the articles and other content may require subscription or 
other access arrangement unique to the publisher. Please suggest additional journals you feel 
warrant coverage. 
 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
January 2018 Volume 46, Issue 1, p1-122, e1-e12  
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
January 2018 Volume 54, Issue 1, p1-156, e1-e40  
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
January 2018   108(1) 
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
Volume 98, Issue 1, 2018  
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/14761645/98/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
16 January 2018 Vol: 168, Issue 2  
http://annals.org/aim/issue 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
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(Accessed 20 January 2018) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Global Health 
December 2017; volume 2, issue 4 
http://gh.bmj.com/content/2/4?current-issue=y 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 20 January 2018) 
Research article 
A systematic review on the use of healthcare services by undocumented migrants in 
Europe  
Undocumented migrants face particular challenges in accessing healthcare services in many 
European countries. The aim of this study was to systematically review the academic literature on 
the utilization of he...  
Authors: Marjolein Winters, Bernd Rechel, Lea de Jong and Milena Pavlova 
Citation: BMC Health Services Research 2018 18:30  
Published on: 18 January 2018 
 
Research article 
Barriers and facilitators to cultural competence in rehabilitation services: a scoping 
review  
There is an important need to evaluate whether rehabilitation services effectively address the 
needs of minority culture populations with North America’s increasingly diverse population. The 
objective of this ...  
Authors: Viviane Grandpierre, Victoria Milloy, Lindsey Sikora, Elizabeth Fitzpatrick, Roanne 
Thomas and Beth Potter 
Citation: BMC Health Services Research 2018 18:23  
Published on: 15 January 2018 
 
 
BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 20 January 2018) 
Research article 
Knowledge, attitudes and practices on Schistosomiasis in sub-Saharan Africa: a 
systematic review  
Schistosomiasis remains a global health problem with an estimated 250 million people in 78 
countries infected, of whom 85% live in Sub-Saharan Africa. Preventive chemotherapy remains 
the key public health stra...  
Authors: Hlengiwe Sacolo, Moses Chimbari and Chester Kalinda 
Citation: BMC Infectious Diseases 2018 18:46  
Published on: 18 January 2018 
 
 
BMC Medical Ethics  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 

http://gh.bmj.com/content/2/4?current-issue=y
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content
https://bmchealthservres.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12913-018-2838-y
https://bmchealthservres.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12913-018-2838-y
https://bmchealthservres.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12913-017-2811-1
https://bmchealthservres.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12913-017-2811-1
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content
https://bmcinfectdis.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12879-017-2923-6
https://bmcinfectdis.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12879-017-2923-6
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content


   

 

(Accessed 20 January 2018)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Medicine 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content 
(Accessed 20 January 2018)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content 
(Accessed 20 January 2018) 
Research article 
A qualitative analysis of men’s involvement in maternal and child health as a policy 
intervention in rural Central Malawi  
Men’s involvement in maternal and child health presents an opportunity for the advancement of 
maternal and child nutrition as men often play a key role in decision-making particularly regarding 
women’s reprodu...  
Authors: Elizabeth Mkandawire and Sheryl L. Hendriks 
Citation: BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 2018 18:37  
Published on: 19 January 2018 
 
 
BMC Public Health 
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles 
(Accessed 20 January 2018) 
Study protocol 
MINDMAP: establishing an integrated database infrastructure for research in ageing, 
mental well-being, and the urban environment  
Urbanization and ageing have important implications for public mental health and well-being. 
Cities pose major challenges for older citizens, but also offer opportunities to develop, test, and 
implement polici...  
Authors: Mariëlle A. Beenackers, Dany Doiron, Isabel Fortier, J. Mark Noordzij, Erica Reinhard, 
Emilie Courtin, Martin Bobak, Basile Chaix, Giuseppe Costa, Ulrike Dapp, Ana V. Diez Roux, Martijn 
Huisman, Emily M. Grundy, Steinar Krokstad, Pekka Martikainen, Parminder Raina… 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2018 18:158  
Published on: 19 January 2018 
 
Research article 
From the day they are born: a qualitative study exploring violence against children 
with disabilities in West Africa  
Despite the building evidence on violence against children globally, almost nothing is known about 
the violence children with disabilities in low and middle-income countries (LMICs) experience. The 
prevalence ...  
Authors: Janet Njelesani, Goli Hashemi, Cathy Cameron, Deb Cameron, Danielle Richard and 
Penny Parnes 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2018 18:153  
Published on: 17 January 2018 
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BMC Research Notes  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content 
(Accessed 20 January 2018) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Open 
January 2018 - Volume 8 - 1 
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Bulletin of the World Health Organization  
Volume 96, Number 1, January 2018, 1-76 
http://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/96/1/en/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Child Care, Health and Development  
January 2018  Volume 44, Issue 1  Pages 1–171 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/cch.v44.1/issuetoc 

[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Clinical Therapeutics 
January 2018 Volume 40, Issue 1, p1-180  
http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/current 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Conflict and Health 
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 20 January 2018] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Contemporary Clinical Trials 
Volume 64, Pages 1-280 (January 2018) 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/15517144/64 
Clinical Trial Management and Optimization 
Clinical trial conduct in special populations and developing regions: An overview of 
the DOVE study in pediatric patients with sickle cell disease 
Original Research Article 
Pages 88-94 
Stephen G. Reams, Linda Messana, Patricia B. Brown, Kevin Nanry, Alexandria E. Gunnell 
Abstract 
Clinical trials conducted in unique patient populations or individuals with rare diseases are typically 
hampered by limitations in availability of qualified patients, requiring sponsors to broaden their 
global outreach to achieve enrollment. Engaging clinical study centers in developing regions may 
offer access to a substantially larger patient pool. However, they provide a unique set of 
challenges based on local cultures and requirements. The DOVE study (Determining effects Of 
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platelet inhibition on Vaso-occlusive Events) was a clinical trial of prasugrel hydrochloride 
(prasugrel) in pediatric patients (aged 2 to < 18 years) with sickle cell anemia. The study was 
conducted at centers located in both well-developed and developing regions, enrolling 341 
children. Study planning and execution required careful consideration of cultural requirements in 
each region and implementation of additional trial initiation and execution processes to address 
those needs. Innovative strategies were employed to ensure global consistency and quality in 
study execution. Significant regional- and country-specific differences were observed in site 
activation and enrollment. Although site activation processes were more complex and slower in 
developing countries, enrollment rates were much higher, which helped mitigate the site 
activation delays and allowed significant contribution to complete study enrollment. Data quality 
and patient retention in developing countries were equivalent to those observed in more 
developed countries, further supporting the ability to successfully conduct high-quality global 
registration trials in those countries. This report provides an overview of the experiences in site 
identification, site qualification, enrollment, patient retention, and data quality assurance in the 
DOVE study. 
 
 
Current Opinion in Infectious Diseases 
February 2018 - Volume 31 - Issue 1  
http://journals.lww.com/co-infectiousdiseases/pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Developing World Bioethics 
December 2017  Volume 17, Issue 3  Pages 141–216 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dewb.2017.17.issue-3/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Development in Practice  
Volume 28, Issue 1, 2018 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cdip20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Development Policy Review 
January 2018  Volume 36, Issue 1   Pages 1–151 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dpr.2018.36.issue-1/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disability and Rehabilitation: Assistive Technology 
Volume 13, Issue 2, 2018 
http://informahealthcare.com/toc/idt/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disaster Medicine and Public Health Preparedness  
Volume 11 - Issue 6 - December 2017  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/disaster-medicine-and-public-health-
preparedness/latest-issue 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disasters 
January 2018  Volume 42, Issue 1  Pages 1–203 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/disa.2017.41.issue-4/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
EMBO Reports 
01 December 2017; volume 18, issue 12 
http://embor.embopress.org/content/18/12?current-issue=y 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Emergency Medicine Journal 
December 2017 - Volume 34 - 12 
http://emj.bmj.com/content/34/12 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Emerging Infectious Diseases 
Volume 23, Number 12—December 2017  
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Epidemics 
Volume 21, Pages 1-88 (December 2017) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/17554365 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 

End of Life Journal 
2016, Volume 7, Issue 1 
http://eolj.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Epidemiology and Infection 
Volume 146 - Issue 1 - January 2018  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/epidemiology-and-infection/latest-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Ethics & International Affairs 
Fall 2017 (Issue 31.3) 
https://www.ethicsandinternationalaffairs.org/2017/fall-2017-issue-31-3/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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The European Journal of Public Health 
Volume 27, Issue 6, 1 December 2017 
https://academic.oup.com/eurpub/issue/27/6 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Food Policy 
Volume 73, Pages 1-130 (December 2017) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03069192/73 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Food Security  
Volume 9, Issue 6, December 2017 
https://link.springer.com/journal/12571/9/6/page/1 
Issue Focus: Food Security Research in Tanzania 
Editorial 
Introduction to a Special Issue: Regional Food and Nutritional Security in Tanzania – 
Methods, Tools and Applications  
Stefan Sieber, Frieder Graef, T.S. Amjath-Babu, Khamaldin D. Mutabazi… 
 
Original Paper 
The integration of smallholders in agricultural value chain activities and food security: 
evidence from rural Tanzania  
Luitfred Kissoly, Anja Faße, Ulrike Grote 
 
Original Paper 
Combining participatory, qualitative and quantitative methods for impact assessment 
of food value chains into an integrated framework  
Hannes J. König, Frieder Graef, Jana Schindler, Anja Fasse…  
 
 
Forum for Development Studies 
Volume 44, Issue 3, 2017  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/sfds20/current  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Genocide Studies International 
Vol. 11, No. 1, Spring 2017  
http://www.utpjournals.press/toc/gsi/11/1 
Special Issue: Starvation and Genocide 
 
 
Geoheritage  
Volume 9, Issue 4, December 2017 
https://link.springer.com/journal/12371/9/4/page/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Health Action  
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Introduction Article 
Im/mobilities and dis/connectivities in medical globalisation: How global is Global 
Health? 
Hansjörg Dilger & Dominik Mattes 
Pages: 265-275 
ABSTRACT 
The interdisciplinary, politically contested field of Global Health has often been described as a 
consequence of, and response to, an intensification of the mobilities of, and connectivities 
between, people, pathogens, ideas, and infrastructure across national borders and large 
distances. However, such global mobilities and connectivities are not as omnidirectional and 
unpatterned as the rhetoric of many Global Health actors suggests. Instead, we argue that they 
are suffused by a plethora of institutional, national, and global political agendas, and substantially 
shaped by transnational and postcolonial power relations. Furthermore, the configurations that 
are typically subsumed under the category of Global Health represent only a minor part of the 
range of im/mobilities and dis/connectivities that are essential for understanding transformations 
of epidemiological patterns, health care infrastructures, and the responses to health-related 
challenges in a globalising world. In order to broaden such a limiting analytical perspective, we 
propose to expand the analytical focus in studying Global Health phenomena by paying close 
attention to the myriad ways in which particular im/mobilities and dis/connectivities constitute 
medicine and well-being in global and transnational settings. Pursuing a conceptual shift from 
studies of ‘Global Health’ to studying ‘medical globalization’ may carve out new analytical ground 
for such an endeavour. 
 
 
Globalization and Health 
http://www.globalizationandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 20 January 2018] 
Commentary 
Cost of diabetes mellitus in Africa: a systematic review of existing literature  
There is an increasing recognition that non communicable diseases impose large economic costs 
on households, societies and nations. However, not much is known about the magnitude of 
diabetes expenditure in Africa... Twenty six articles are included in this review. Annual national 
direct costs of diabetes differed between countries and ranged from I$3.5 billion to I$4.5 billion 
per annum. Indirect costs per patient were generally higher than the direct costs per patient of 
diabetes. Outpatient costs varied by study design, data source, perspective and healthcare cost 
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categories included in the total costs calculation. The most commonly included healthcare items 
were drug costs, followed by diagnostic costs, medical supply or disposable costs and consultation 
costs. In studies that reported both drug costs and total costs, drug costs took a significant 
portion of the total costs per patient. The highest burden due to the costs associated with 
diabetes was reported in individuals within the low income group. 
Authors: Chipo Mutyambizi, Milena Pavlova, Lumbwe Chola, Charles Hongoro and Wim Groot 
Citation: Globalization and Health 2018 14:3  
Published on: 16 January 2018 
 
Editorial 
Advancing STI priorities in the SDG era: priorities for action  
The Sustainable Development Goals present an opportunity to reimagine and then reconfigure the 
approach to controlling sexually transmitted infections (STIs). The predilection of STIs for women 
and for vulnera...  
Authors: Matthew F. Chersich, Sinead Delany-Moretlwe, Greg Martin and Helen Rees 
Citation: Globalization and Health 2018 14:6  
Published on: 16 January 2018 
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Number 70   October 2017 
Special Feature: The Lake Chad Basin: an overlooked crisis? 
by Humanitarian Practice Network October 2017  
   The 70th edition of Humanitarian Exchange, co-edited with Joe Read, focuses on the 
humanitarian crisis in Nigeria and the Lake Chad Basin. The violence perpetrated by Boko Haram 
and the counter-insurgency campaign in Nigeria, Cameroon, Chad and Niger has created a 
humanitarian crisis affecting some 17 million people. Some 2.4 million have been displaced, the 
vast majority of them in north-eastern Nigeria. Many are living in desperate conditions, without 
access to sufficient food or clean water. The Nigerian government’s focus on defeating Boko 
Haram militarily, its reluctance to acknowledge the scale and gravity of the humanitarian crisis 
and the corresponding reticence of humanitarian leaders to challenge that position have combined 
to undermine the timeliness and effectiveness of the response. 
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Ethical Issues in Clinical Trials 
The Ethics of Health Care Delivery in a Pediatric Malaria Vaccine Trial: The 
Perspectives of Stakeholders From Ghana and Tanzania 
Claire Leonie Ward, David Shaw, Evelyn Anane-Sarpong, Osman Sankoh, Marcel Tanner, Bernice 
Elger 
First Published November 28, 2017; pp. 26–41 
Preview 
This study explores ethical issues raised in providing medical care to participants and communities 
of low-resource settings involved in a Phase II/III pediatric malaria vaccine trial (PMVT). We 
conducted 52 key informant interviews with major stakeholders of an international multi-center 
PMVT (GSK/PATH-MVI RTS,S) (NCT00866619) in Ghana and Tanzania. Based on their stakeholder 
experiences, the responses fell into three main themes: (a) undue inducement, (b) community 
disparities, and (c) broad therapeutic misconceptions. The study identified the critical ethical 
aspects, from the perspectives of stakeholders, of delivering health care during a PMVT. The 
study showed that integrating research into health care services needs to be addressed in a 
manner that upholds the favorable risk–benefit ratio of research and attends to the health needs 
of local populations. The implementation of research should aim to improve local standards of 
care through building a collaborative agenda with local institutions and systems of health. 
 
Ethical Issues in Social Science and Health Systems Research 
Seeking Ways to Inform the Uninformed: Improving the Informed Consent Process in 
Online Social Science Research 
Evan K. Perrault, David M. Keating 
First Published November 8, 2017; pp. 50–60 
Preview 
Participants often do not read consent forms in social science research. This is not surprising, 
especially for online studies, given they do not typically offer greater risk than what is 
encountered in daily life. However, if no one is reading, are participants really informed? This 
study used previous research to craft experimentally manipulated consent forms utilizing different 
visual presentations (e.g., greater use of line spacing, bullets, bolding, diagrams). Participants (n 
= 547) were randomly exposed to one of seven form variations. Results found no significant 
differences between forms in reading or comprehension. Open-ended questions asked participants 
why they do not read consent forms and what would influence them to read the forms. 
Participants most frequently stated forms need to be shorter, and important information needs to 
be highlighted. We suggest improvements to informed consent forms, including removing much of 
the information that is constant across forms, and only including unique aspects of studies.  
 
Ethical Issues in Social Science and Health Systems Research 
Readability of Human Subjects Training Materials for Research 
Kristie B. Hadden, Latrina Prince, Laura James, Jennifer Holland, Christopher R. Trudeau 
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Institutions are required to ensure that persons involved in human subjects research receive 
appropriate human subjects protections training and education. Several organizations use the 
Collaborative Institutional Training Initiative (CITI) program to fulfill training requirements. Most 
researchers find the CITI program too complex for community members who collaborate with 
researchers. This study aimed to determine the readability of CITI modules most frequently used 
in community-based participatory research (CBPR). The mean readability level of the CITI 
modules is 14.8 grade; CBPR readability levels ranged from 11.6 to 12.0 grade (sixth- to eighth-
grade reading level is recommended). With a baseline objective measure, modifications can be 
made to improve the plain language quality and understandability of human subjects training 
modules for community members. 
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Original Paper 
Barriers to Accessing Testing and Treatment for Chronic Hepatitis B in Afghan, 
Rohingyan, and South Sudanese Populations in Australia  
Significant barriers to screening and engagement with healthcare persist due to stigma and 
perceptions associated with CHB within these communities. Our study was a pilot intervention 
aimed at engaging Afghan, Rohingyan, and Sudanese populations into CHB care through an initial 
needs assessment. 
Katherine Sievert, Paul O’Neill, Youlin Koh, Jia-Hui Lee, Anouk Dev, Suong Le 
 
Original Paper 
Culturally Relevant Human Subjects Protection Training: A Case Study in Community-
Engaged Research in the United States  
Jennifer Kue, Laura A. Szalacha, Mary Beth Happ, Abigail L. Crisp, Usha Menon 
Abstract 
Non-academic members of research teams, such as community members, can perceive traditional 
human subjects protection training as lacking in cultural relevance. We present a case exemplar of 
the development of a human subjects protection training for research staff with limited English 
proficiency and/or no or limited research experience. Seven modules were adapted for language, 
cultural examples, etc., from the standard Collaborative Institutional Training Initiative (CITI) 
human subjects protection training. Non-academic research staff completed a day-long training in 
human subjects protection (six modules) and our research protocol (one module). We assessed 
comprehension of content with PowerPoint slides and module quizzes. All participants successfully 
passed each module quiz with ≥ 80% correct. Questions answered incorrectly were discussed 
before proceeding to the next module. To meet the increasing demand for collaborative 
community-engaged research with underserved minority populations, human subjects protection 
training protocols can be adapted successfully to reflect real-world situations and provide 
culturally relevant materials to help non-academic research staff better understand the 
importance and necessity of research ethics. 
 
Original Paper 
Healthcare Needs of and Access Barriers for Brazilian Transgender and Gender Diverse 
People  
Our study aimed to address this topic in the Brazilian context. A hospital and web-based cross-
sectional survey built with input from the medical and transgender communities was developed to 
assess TGD healthcare needs of and access barriers in two Brazilian states. 
Angelo Brandelli Costa, Heitor Tome da Rosa Filho,Paola Fagundes Pase, 
Anna Martha Vaitses Fontanari, Ramiro Figueiredo Catelan, Andressa Mueller, Dhiordan Cardoso, 
Bianca Soll, Karine Schwarz, Maiko Abel Schneider, Daniel Augusto Mori Gagliotti, 
Alexandre Saadeh, Maria Inês Rodrigues Lobato, Henrique Caetano Nardi, Silvia Helena Koller 
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Research Articles 
The Impact of Financial Crises on the Poor (pages 3–19) 
Johan Rewilak 
Version of Record online: 9 NOV 2017 | DOI: 10.1002/jid.3334 
Abstract 
Financial crises have detrimental impacts on the economy via depressed economic growth and 
rising unemployment, however, their impact on the poorest in society is relatively under-
researched. This paper investigates the impact of three different types of financial crises on the 
income of the poor. Using a variety of estimation techniques and controlling for a lagged 
dependent variable, the results suggest that currency crises are the most harmful to the poor, 
followed by banking crises. Debt crises only have a statistically significant effect on the income of 
the poor in richer countries. 
 
Understanding and Engaging with Development through International Volunteering 
(pages 102–117) 
Eleanor Joanne Brown 
Version of Record online: 24 SEP 2015 | DOI: 10.1002/jid.3145 
Abstract 
Understanding development issues and finding a space to interpret and debate our roles as 
citizens, consumers and individuals towards greater global justice are complex and contested. In 
this paper, I consider engagement in development through education-based international 
volunteering and report on a case study of a 9-month course designed to provide development 
education in preparation for a 2-month period of international volunteering. I argue that through 
opening spaces for dialogue and experiential learning, international volunteering, accompanied by 
critical development education, has the potential to address questions about what responsible 
development might mean, and how we can actively contribute to it. 
 
Review Article 
The Little We Know: An Exploratory Literature Review on the Utility of Mobile Phone-
Enabled Services for Smallholder Farmers (pages 134–154) 
Heike Baumüller 
Version of Record online: 23 AUG 2017 | DOI: 10.1002/jid.3314 
Abstract 
Mobile technologies could help to improve service delivery to smallholder farmers, but whether 
such services are fulfilling their potential remains poorly understood. To address this gap, this 
article presents an exploratory literature review regarding the impact of mobile phone-enabled 
services on farmers in developing countries. The review highlights a dearth of empirical evidence 
in this area. Findings suggest that farmers benefited through improvements in production 
planning, management of weather-related risks, and greater ease in receiving money. The review 
also points to several methodological shortcomings, notably the reliance on perception data and 
the failure to assess impacts in relation to usage. 
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ToxicDocs (www.ToxicDocs.org) goes live: A giant step toward leveling the playing 
field for efforts to combat toxic exposures  
Anthony Robbins, Phyllis Freeman 
  …One of the main obstacles to creating the scientific evidence needed to reduce the adverse 
impact of corporations on health has been the extensive efforts of corporations to shield their 
harmful practices from scrutiny, scientific or public. To achieve this goal, corporations have 
   :: Falsified data, including when Volkswagen lied about its emission control devices [7] and 
Kobe steel reported fabricated data on the durability and safety of its metal products [8], 
   :: Engaged in ‘credibility engineering,’ a practice by which corporations seek to repair damage 
to their credibility by reframing the problem [9], 
   :: Obscured their conflicts of interest to enable them to appear to be a legitimate and 
disinterested participant in the policy process [10], 
   :: Attacked and harassed critics by hacking their private communications [11], maligning their 
reputation [12], or threatening lawsuits [13], 
   :: Helped pass laws limiting the public’s and scientists right to know [14], and 
    :: Acted vigorously to defeat public health measures [15]. 
  Fortunately, in response to growing corporate efforts to limit public access to scientific evidence 
and free debate, researchers, activists, public interest lawyers, and public health professionals 
have created new ways of collecting, analyzing, and publicizing the evidence, ways that can 
illuminate what corporations seek to keep in the dark. 
   The new website, http://www.ToxicDocs.org [16], is an example. It provides scholars and 
activists with an important new resource to harness the power of new search technologies, 
worldwide Internet availability, and the growing recognition of corporate practices as a 
fundamental social determinant of health. By using www.ToxicDocs.org’s embedded search 
methods, investigators can answer legal and scientific questions such as the following: What did 
corporate executives know about the harmful effects of their products and practices? What steps 
did they take to reveal or hide this knowledge? And, what was their understanding of the 
mechanisms by which their practices influenced the health of workers, consumers, and the 
environment?... 
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Original Article 
Susceptibility to measles in migrant population: implication for policy makers  
Giancarlo Ceccarelli, MD, PhD, MSc; Serena Vita, MD; Elisabetta Riva, MSc; Eleonora Cella, MSc; 
Maurizio Lopalco, MD ...  
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Review 
What works in inclusion health: overview of effective interventions for marginalised 
and excluded populations 
Serena Luchenski, Nick Maguire, Robert W Aldridge, Andrew Hayward, Alistair Story, Patrick Perri, 
James Withers, Sharon Clint, Suzanne Fitzpatrick, Nigel Hewett 
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Inclusion health is a service, research, and policy agenda that aims to prevent and redress health 
and social inequities among the most vulnerable and excluded populations. We did an evidence 
synthesis of health and social interventions for inclusion health target populations, including 
people with experiences of homelessness, drug use, imprisonment, and sex work. These 
populations often have multiple overlapping risk factors and extreme levels of morbidity and 
mortality. We identified numerous interventions to improve physical and mental health, and 
substance use; however, evidence is scarce for structural interventions, including housing, 
employment, and legal support that can prevent exclusion and promote recovery. Dedicated 
resources and better collaboration with the affected populations are needed to realise the benefits 
of existing interventions. Research must inform the benefits of early intervention and 
implementation of policies to address the upstream causes of exclusion, such as adverse 
childhood experiences and poverty. 
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Letters 
Warfare and wildlife declines in Africa’s protected areas 
Joshua H. Daskin & Robert M. Pringle 
Assessment of the impact of armed conflict on large herbivores in Africa between 1946 and 2010 
reveals that high conflict frequency is an important predictor of wildlife population declines. 
Abstract 
   Large-mammal populations are ecological linchpins1, and their worldwide decline2 and 
extinction3 disrupts many ecosystem functions and services4. Reversal of this trend will require an 
understanding of the determinants of population decline, to enable more accurate predictions of 
when and where collapses will occur and to guide the development of effective conservation and 
restoration policies2,5. Many correlates of large-mammal declines are known, including low 
reproductive rates, overhunting, and habitat destruction2,6,7. However, persistent uncertainty 
about the effects of one widespread factor—armed conflict—complicates conservation-planning 
and priority-setting efforts5,8. Case studies have revealed that conflict can have either positive or 
negative local impacts on wildlife8,9,10, but the direction and magnitude of its net effect over 
large spatiotemporal scales have not previously been quantified5. Here we show that conflict 
frequency predicts the occurrence and severity of population declines among wild large herbivores 
in African protected areas from 1946 to 2010. Conflict was extensive during this period, occurring 
in 71% of protected areas, and conflict frequency was the single most important predictor of 
wildlife population trends among the variables that we analysed. Population trajectories were 
stable in peacetime, fell significantly below replacement with only slight increases in conflict 
frequency (one conflict-year per two-to-five decades), and were almost invariably negative in 
high-conflict sites, both in the full 65-year dataset and in an analysis restricted to recent decades 
(1989–2010). Yet total population collapse was infrequent, indicating that war-torn faunas can 
often recover. Human population density was also correlated (positively) with wildlife population 
trajectories in recent years; however, we found no significant effect, in either timespan, of species 
body mass, protected-area size, conflict intensity (human fatalities), drought frequency, presence 
of extractable mineral resources, or various metrics of development and governance. Our results 
suggest that sustained conservation activity in conflict zones—and rapid interventions following 
ceasefires—may help to save many at-risk populations and species. 
 
Letters 
A global map of travel time to cities to assess inequalities in accessibility in 2015 
D. J. Weiss, A. Nelson, H. S. Gibson, W. Temperley, S. Peedell+ et al. 
Travel time to cities in 2015 is quantified in a high-resolution global map that will be useful for 
socio-economic policy design and conservation research. 
Abstract 
   The economic and man-made resources that sustain human wellbeing are not distributed evenly 
across the world, but are instead heavily concentrated in cities. Poor access to opportunities and 
services offered by urban centres (a function of distance, transport infrastructure, and the spatial 
distribution of cities) is a major barrier to improved livelihoods and overall development. 
Advancing accessibility worldwide underpins the equity agenda of ‘leaving no one behind’ 
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established by the Sustainable Development Goals of the United Nations1. This has renewed 
international efforts to accurately measure accessibility and generate a metric that can inform the 
design and implementation of development policies. The only previous attempt to reliably map 
accessibility worldwide, which was published nearly a decade ago2, predated the baseline for the 
Sustainable Development Goals and excluded the recent expansion in infrastructure networks, 
particularly in lower-resource settings. In parallel, new data sources provided by Open Street Map 
and Google now capture transportation networks with unprecedented detail and precision. Here 
we develop and validate a map that quantifies travel time to cities for 2015 at a spatial resolution 
of approximately one by one kilometre by integrating ten global-scale surfaces that characterize 
factors affecting human movement rates and 13,840 high-density urban centres within an 
established geospatial-modelling framework. Our results highlight disparities in accessibility 
relative to wealth as 50.9% of individuals living in low-income settings (concentrated in sub-
Saharan Africa) reside within an hour of a city compared to 90.7% of individuals in high-income 
settings. By further triangulating this map against socioeconomic datasets, we demonstrate how 
access to urban centres stratifies the economic, educational, and health status of humanity. 
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Capturing Budget Impact Considerations Within Economic Evaluations: A Systematic 
Review of Economic Evaluations of Rotavirus Vaccine in Low- and Middle-Income 
Countries and a Proposed Assessment Framework  
Six budget impact analyses and 60 cost-effectiveness analyses were identified. Budget impact 
analyses adhered to most International Society for Pharmacoeconomics and Outcomes Research 
recommendations, with key exceptions being provision of undiscounted financial streams for each 
budget period and model validation. Most cost-effectiveness analyses could not be extended to 
provide useful budget impact information; cost-effectiveness analyses also rarely presented 
undiscounted annual costs, or estimated financial streams during the first years of programme 
scale-up….Cost-effectiveness analyses vastly outnumber budget impact analyses of rotavirus 
vaccination, despite both being critical for policy decision making. Straightforward changes to the 
presentation of cost-effectiveness analyses results could facilitate their adaptation into budget 
impact analyses. 
Natalie Carvalho, Mark Jit, Sarah Cox, Joanne Yoong… 
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Research Article  
Evaluation of a community-based intervention to improve maternal and neonatal 
health service coverage in the most rural and remote districts of Zambia  
Choolwe Jacobs, Charles Michelo, Mumbi Chola, Nicholas Oliphant, Hikabasa Halwiindi, Sitali 
Maswenyeho, Kumar Sridutt Baboo, Mosa Moshabela  
Research Article | published 16 Jan 2018 PLOS ONE  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0190145  
 
Research Article  
Event based surveillance of Middle East Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus (MERS- 
CoV) in Bangladesh among pilgrims and travelers from the Middle East: An update for 
the period 2013–2016  
A. K. M. Muraduzzaman, Manjur Hossain Khan, Rezina Parveen, Sharmin Sultana, Ahmed Nawsher 
Alam, Arifa Akram, Mahmudur Rahman, Tahmina Shirin  
Research Article | published 16 Jan 2018 PLOS ONE  
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Physical Sciences - Earth, Atmospheric, and Planetary Sciences:  
Ocean convergence and the dispersion of flotsam  
Eric A. D’Asaro, Andrey Y. Shcherbina, Jody M. Klymak, Jeroen Molemaker, Guillaume Novelli,  
Cédric M. Guigand, Angelique C. Haza, Brian K. Haus, Edward H. Ryan, Gregg A. Jacobs, Helga S. 
Huntley, Nathan J. M. Laxague, Shuyi Chen, Falco Judt, James C. McWilliams, Roy Barkan,  
A. D. Kirwan Jr., Andrew C. Poje, and Tamay M. Özgökmen 
PNAS 2018 ; published ahead of print January 16, 2018, doi:10.1073/pnas.1718453115  
Significance 
Ocean currents move material released on the ocean surface away from the release point and, 
over time, spread it over an increasingly large area. However, observations also show high 
concentrations of the material even after significant spreading. This work examines a mechanism 
for creating such concentrations: downwelling of water at the boundaries of different water 
masses concentrates floating material at this boundary. Hundreds of satellite-tracked drifters were 
released near the site of the 2010 Deepwater Horizon oil spill. Surprisingly, most of these 
gathered into a single cluster less than 100 m in size, dramatically demonstrating the strength of 
this mechanism.  
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05 January 2018 Vol 359, Issue 6371 
Feature 
The believer 
By Lizzie Wade 
Science19 Jan 2018 : 264-268 Full Access 
How a Mormon lawyer transformed Mesoamerican archaeology—and ended up losing his faith. 
Summary 
  According to the Book of Mormon, ancient people called the Nephites sailed from Israel to the 
Americas around 600 B.C.E. Centuries later, Jesus appeared to them after his resurrection. 
Thomas Stuart Ferguson, a Mormon lawyer from California, was determined to use science to 
prove these scriptures true. He and other Mormons were certain that these events had happened 
in the ancient Americas, but debates raged over exactly how their sacred lands mapped onto real-
world geography. After years of studying maps, Mormon scripture, and Spanish chronicles, 
Ferguson concluded that the Book of Mormon took place around the Isthmus of Tehuantepec, the 
narrowest part of Mexico. He went on to found an organization that supported archaeological 
excavations in southern Mexico, opening an important new window on Mesoamerica's past. His 
quest eventually spurred expeditions that unearthed traces of the region's earliest complex 
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societies and explored an unstudied area that turned out to be a crucial cultural crossroads. Even 
today, the institute Ferguson founded hums with research. But proof of Mormon beliefs eluded 
him. His mission led him further and further from his faith, eventually sapping him of religious 
conviction entirely. Ferguson placed his faith in the hands of science, not realizing they were the 
lion's jaws. 
 
Policy Forum 
Assessing nature's contributions to people 
By Sandra Díaz, Unai Pascual, Marie Stenseke, Berta Martín-López, Robert T. Watson, Zsolt 
Molnár, Rosemary Hill, Kai M. A. Chan, Ivar A. Baste, Kate A. Brauman, Stephen Polasky, Andrew 
Church, Mark Lonsdale, Anne Larigauderie, Paul W. Leadley, Alexander P. E. van Oudenhoven, 
Felice van der Plaat, Matthias Schröter, Sandra Lavorel, Yildiz Aumeeruddy-Thomas, Elena 
Bukvareva, Kirsten Davies, Sebsebe Demissew, Gunay Erpul, Pierre Failler, Carlos A. Guerra, Chad 
L. Hewitt, Hans Keune, Sarah Lindley, Yoshihisa Shirayama 
Science19 Jan 2018 : 270-272 Full Access 
Recognizing culture, and diverse sources of knowledge, can improve assessments 
Summary 
A major challenge today and into the future is to maintain or enhance beneficial contributions of 
nature to a good quality of life for all people. This is among the key motivations of the 
Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES), a joint 
global effort by governments, academia, and civil society to assess and promote knowledge of 
Earth's biodiversity and ecosystems and their contribution to human societies in order to inform 
policy formulation. One of the more recent key elements of the IPBES conceptual framework (1) is 
the notion of nature's contributions to people (NCP), which builds on the ecosystem service 
concept popularized by the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment (MA) (2). But as we detail below, 
NCP as defined and put into practice in IPBES differs from earlier work in several important ways. 
First, the NCP approach recognizes the central and pervasive role that culture plays in defining all 
links between people and nature. Second, use of NCP elevates, emphasizes, and operationalizes 
the role of indigenous and local knowledge in understanding nature's contribution to people. 
 
Report 
Improving refugee integration through data-driven algorithmic assignment 
By Kirk Bansak, Jeremy Ferwerda, Jens Hainmueller, Andrea Dillon, Dominik Hangartner, Duncan 
Lawrence, Jeremy Weinstein 
Science19 Jan 2018 : 325-329 Full Access 
A machine learning–based algorithm for assigning refugees can improve their employment 
prospects over current approaches. 
Data-driven refugee assignment 
The continuing refugee crisis has made it necessary for governments to find ways to resettle 
individuals and families in host communities. Bansak et al. used a machine learning approach to 
develop an algorithm for geographically placing refugees to optimize their overall employment 
rate. The authors developed and tested the algorithm on segments of registry data from the 
United States and Switzerland. The algorithm improved the employment prospects of refugees in 
the United States by ∼40% and in Switzerland by ∼75%. 

Abstract 
Developed democracies are settling an increased number of refugees, many of whom face 
challenges integrating into host societies. We developed a flexible data-driven algorithm that 
assigns refugees across resettlement locations to improve integration outcomes. The algorithm 
uses a combination of supervised machine learning and optimal matching to discover and 
leverage synergies between refugee characteristics and resettlement sites. The algorithm was 
tested on historical registry data from two countries with different assignment regimes and 
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refugee populations, the United States and Switzerland. Our approach led to gains of roughly 40 
to 70%, on average, in refugees’ employment outcomes relative to current assignment practices. 
This approach can provide governments with a practical and cost-efficient policy tool that can be 
immediately implemented within existing institutional structures. 
 
 
Social Science & Medicine 
Volume 190, Pages 1-278 (October 2017) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/02779536/190?sdc=1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Stability: International Journal of Security & Development  
http://www.stabilityjournal.org/articles 
[accessed 20 January 2018]  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Stanford Social Innovation Review 
Winter 2018   Volume 16, Number 1  
https://ssir.org/issue/winter_2018 
   The only way that climate change will be reversed is by continuing to develop new technologies 
and turning them into products and services. Philanthropists play an important role in that 
process, particularly by investing in risky, early-stage, science-based startups that traditional 
investors shy away from. Read more about this in “The Investment Gap That Threatens the 
Planet,” the cover story in the Winter 2018 issue. 
Health  
Health Insurance for Migrants  
By Kristine Wong  
The M-FUND offers affordable health insurance to the vulnerable Burmese migrant population on 
Thailand's western border.  
 
 
Sustainability 
Volume 9, Issue 10 (October 2017)  
http://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/9/10 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Torture Journal 
Volume 27 - Issue No. 2  
http://www.irct.org/publications/torture-journal/128 
SPECIAL SECTION: IN THE NAME OF THE WAR ON TERROR [Guamtanamo] 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Trauma, Violence, & Abuse 
Volume 19, Issue 1, January 2018  
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/tvaa/current 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
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Travel Medicine and Infectious Diseases 
November-December, 2017   Volume 20  
http://www.travelmedicinejournal.com/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Tropical Medicine & International Health 
January 2018  Volume 23, Issue 1  Pages i–iv, 1–119 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/tmi.2018.23.issue-1/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
UN Chronicle 
Vol. LIV No. 3 2017  
http://unchronicle.un.org/ 
October 2017  
Prevention 
   This issue focuses on the importance of fostering and maintaining a commitment to a culture of 
prevention. The articles provide a variety of perspectives on building and sustaining peace. 
They explore the relationship between conflict and crises, and themes such as the empowerment 
of civil society, media and information literacy, women’s role in ongoing peace processes, and 
desertification. 
 
 
Vulnerable Children and Youth Studies  
An International Interdisciplinary Journal for Research, Policy and Care  
Volume 13, Issue 1, 2018 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rvch20/current 
Special Section: Increasing Understanding for Syrian Refugee Children with Empirical 
Evidence 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
World Heritage Review  
http://whc.unesco.org/en/review/84/ 
n°85 - October 2017 
World Heritage and Modern Heritage  
Modern heritage – the architecture, town planning and landscape design of the modern era, or 
the last two hundred years or so – is still underrepresented on the World Heritage List. And yet it 
is an integral part of many urban ensembles, which represent a majority of sites on the List. 
Raising awareness of the significance of this heritage, and addressing issues on its preservation 
and valorization, is the focus of the World Heritage Centre’s Modern Heritage Programme, and of 
many heritage experts. Drawing attention to these structures, and encouraging the development 
of legal protection for them, is beginning to build momentum. 
 
In this issue, we will look closely at the Sydney Opera House (Australia), from its construction to 
its role today as a vibrant cultural centre; Grimeton Radio Station (Sweden), a monument to early 
wireless transatlantic communication built in 1922-1924 and still in working condition; and the city 
of Brasilia (Brazil), that landmark of town planning by urban planner Lucio Costa and architect 
Oscar Niemeyer. We will also learn about the evolution of the identification of modern heritage in 
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the Arab region, and in an interview with Hubert Jan Henket, architect and co-founder of the 
International Committee for Documentation and Conservation of Buildings, Sites and 
neighbourhoods of the Modern Movement (DOCOMOMO), we will explore the recognition of 
modern heritage, international collaboration and other aspects of conservation. 
 
In addition, the issue presents the 21 new sites inscribed on the World Heritage List during the 
41st session of the World Heritage Committee in Krakow, from 2 to 12 July 2017. These include 
two sites that are the first to be inscribed in their country: Mbanza Kongo in Angola, and in 
Eritrea, the site of Asmara: A Modernist City of Africa. Asmara is an exceptional example of early 
modernist urbanism at the beginning of the 20th century and its application in an African context. 
As pointed out in the lead article by Afredo Conti, Vice President of ICOMOS, the international 
community has started recognizing modern heritage that until recently was barely valued at all. 
Identifying and preserving our modern heritage is indeed an important issue of the moment. 
Mechtild Rössler 
Director of the UNESCO World Heritage Centre 
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http://wjem.org/journal/current 
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