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::::::  
::::::  
 
Refugees – Rohingya Crisis 
 
Donors Pledge Over USD 344 Million in Reponse to Rohingya Refugee Crisis 
2017-10-23 20:00 
Geneva -  The international donor community today announced pledges for more than US$344 
million to urgently ramp up the delivery of critical humanitarian assistance to Rohingya refugees 
and host communities in Bangladesh. 

Funding was also pledged for the humanitarian response inside Myanmar where violence, 
insecurity and growing humanitarian needs have sent nearly 600,000 Rohingya from the northern 
Rakhine state into Cox’s Bazar in Bangladesh since 25 August. This ongoing exodus is the fastest 
growing refugee crisis in the world… 

35 pledges were made at the conference in Geneva which was co-organised by the UN 
Migration Agency (IOM), the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR), the Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) and with Kuwait and the European 
Union as co-hosts. 

"More than 800,000 stateless Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh aspire to a life that meets their 
immediate needs for food, medicine, water, and shelter. But beyond that, a life that has hope for 
the future where their identity is recognised, they are free from discrimination, and are able to 
return safely to their homes in Myanmar. As we come together in solidarity, I want to thank 
Bangladesh and its refugee hosting communities and the donors for supporting them,” said UN 
High Commissioner for Refugees, Filippo Grandi…. 

“Today’s pledges from the international community will help rebuild Rohingya refugees’ lives. 
Without these vital funds, humanitarians would not be able to continue providing protection and 
life-saving aid to one of the most vulnerable groups in the world. While we are thankful, I hope 
that the end of this conference does not mean the end of new funding commitments. We have 
not reached our target and each percentage point we are under means thousands without food, 
healthcare and shelter,” said William Lacy Swing, UN Migration Director General. 

Conference participants stressed that the international community must help bring a peaceful 
solution to the plight of the Rohingya and ensure conditions that will allow for their eventual 
voluntary return in safety and dignity. The origins and the solutions to the crisis lie in Myanmar… 

A preliminary list of pledges announced today is available here. Pledges above USD$10 million: 
United Kingdom   63,087,248 
European Commission  42,452,830 
United States of America  38,000,000 
Sweden    23,804,576 
Australia    23,492,561 
Saudi Arabia    20,000,000 
CERF     19,000,000 
Denmark    18,454,027 
Canada 1    15,745,790 
Kuwait    15,000,000 

http://www.iom.int/news/donors-pledge-over-usd-344-million-reponse-rohingya-refugee-crisis
http://bit.ly/2gDA3bR


   

 

Qatar 2    15,000,000 
 
1 Includes an additional $9.6 million announced on 23 October following the close of the 
conference. / 2 Announced on 24 October. 
The UN acknowledges the generous contributions of donors who provide unearmarked or core 
funding to humanitarian partners, CERF and country-based pooled funds. 
 
::::::  
 
Mortality and Morbidity Weekly Bulletin (MMWB) - Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh   Volume 
No 2: 22 October 2017 
[Excerpt] 
5.1 Cholera vaccination campaign in Cox’s Bazar and Bandarban  
   Since August 2017, an influx of approximately 600,000 from Myanmar arrived in Bangladesh. 
Overcrowding, bad sanitation and malnutrition were prevalent and outbreaks of cholera resulting 
in thousands of cases anticipated. Considering lack of safe drinking water, proper sanitation 
facilities and poor personal hygiene practices, the UMN camps of two sub-districts, Teknaf and 
Ukhia, were at high risk of spreading cholera as experience from similar situations in other 
countries has shown. Moreover, it has been reported that a huge number of people are suffering 
from acute watery diarrhoea.  
 
   Based on field assessments conducted by WHO in the newly established settlements and 
makeshift camps, the water and sanitation conductions are dire. Sanitation facilities range 
between 1 latrine per 1,000 to 5,000 people, open defecation is a widespread practice. Coupled 
with rainfall these pose serious public health threats… 
 
   On 10 October 2017, the Government of Bangladesh launched an oral cholera vaccination 
(OCV) campaign with the support of WHO for 10 days, targeting over 650,000 people in 11 
camps/settlements in Cox’s Bazar district, Chittagong division. It was the first OCV campaign to be 
conducted in the country, and comes at a critical time after UMNs influx to the country since 
August 2017.  
 
   Because of the large numbers of UMNs living in the camps and within the host community and 
the limited supply of OCV, the vaccination campaign in Cox’s Bazar Bangladesh was limited to 
UMN camps at full capacity or overcrowded and to all host community areas. The large influx of 
UMNs increased uncertainty about the size of the target population, data from the most recent 
measles vaccination campaign (2017) were used to estimate the population aged >1-year-old.  
 
   The vaccination campaign was preceded by extensive social mobilization efforts to inform the 
community of the benefits, availability and necessity of the vaccine. The main message included 
that vaccination is a preventive measure against cholera that supplements, but does not replace, 
other traditional cholera control measures such as improving access to safe water and sanitation 
and hygiene measures/interventions.  
 
   The vaccination strategy included a combination of fixed sites and mobile teams for door-to-
door vaccine delivery. The vaccine cold chain was maintained, and vaccines were transported 
using a sufficient number of vaccine carriers and ice packs for a door-to-door strategy.     
Experience from WHO’s technical staff supported the implementation of this campaign during the 
public health emergency.  
 

http://www.searo.who.int/mortalitymorbidityweeklybulletinvolome2.pdf?ua=1
http://www.searo.who.int/mortalitymorbidityweeklybulletinvolome2.pdf?ua=1


   

 

   As of October 18, 2017, a total of 700,487 persons were reported to have been vaccinated of 
them; 691,574 representing 105% % (691,574/658,372) of the target population (Table 2). An 
additional 8,913 (not included in the original micro-plan) were vaccination in 2 sites; 
Anjumanpara, and Sabrang Entry Point… 
 
::::::  
::::::  

 
Migration and Its Impact on Cities 
World Economic Forum 
October 2017 :: 172 pages 
Report PDF: http://www3.weforum.org/docs/Migration_Impact_Cities_report_2017_HR.pdf 
Report structure  
Chapter 1   Migration & Its Impact  
Defining migration, its types, causes, impact and key trends  
   This chapter focuses primarily on the different types of migration, their causes, the current 
migration flows and the top migration corridors of the world. It also includes a detailed 
assessment of the economic, social and political impact of migration (both positive and negative) 
at the destination across sectors of urban infrastructure and services.  
 
Chapter 2   City Perspectives  
Perspectives of city leaders on migration  
   This chapter profiles 22 cities across the globe that have been significantly affected by 
migration, starting with a brief history of migration in the city, elaborating on the current 
migration trends, issues and impacts, and the solutions implemented to address the impact on 
urban infrastructure and services for the migrant population. It also includes key lessons and 
takeaways from each city on managing migration.  
 
Chapter 3   Analysing Challenges & Opportunities  
Analysing the challenges and opportunities, with solutions to counter migration issues  
    This chapter provides collective analyses of perspectives of the city leaders featured and of 
other cities researched on the challenges and opportunities of migration globally. It also provides 
real-world solutions to the issues presented by migration, backed up by case-study examples from 
around the world.  
 
Chapter 4   City Preparedness  
City preparedness for future migration  
   This chapter elaborates on a framework for cities expected to be impacted the most by the 
current or future trends in migration, and expands on the role of businesses, government, civil 
society and the migrant community, among others, that would prepare them to manage migration 
more effectively.  
 
Chapter 5   The Way Forward  
The way forward — Call for action  
   The final chapter draws inferences from the case studies’ main takeaways and from the 
solutions illustrated in the previous chapters. Finally, a roadmap for the long-term integration of 
migrants is shared to guide city leaders looking to address migration issues today and in the 
future. 
 
Press Releates 
Migration in Cities: New Report Examines the Challenges and How to Address Them  

https://www.weforum.org/press/2017/10/migration-in-cities-new-report-examines-the-challenges-and-how-to-address-them
http://www3.weforum.org/docs/Migration_Impact_Cities_report_2017_HR.pdf
https://www.weforum.org/press/2017/10/migration-in-cities-new-report-examines-the-challenges-and-how-to-address-them


   

 

25 Oct 2017  
   :: The World Economic Forum has released its new report on Migration and Cities covering the 
different types and causes of migration, with a particular focus on its impact on cities around the 
world and how they can be better prepared. 
   :: The report includes 22 case studies from the most affected cities in each region of the world. 
These look at the solutions implemented or initiated to meet the needs of the migrant population, 
particularly in the delivery of vital urban infrastructure and services – housing, education, health, 
employment, integration and social cohesion, and safety and security. 
   :: It explores the role of the migrant community, government, the private sector, international 
organizations and wider civil society in addressing the issue of migration in cities, and includes a 
call for action for city leaders to better prepare themselves for migration. 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
Gender – Development – Security – Peace 
 
Women, Peace and Security Index 2017/18: Tracking Sustainable Peace through 
Inclusion, Justice, and Security for Women. 
Georgetown Institute for Women, Peace and Security  
Peace Research Institute of Oslo 
2017 :: 84 pages 
Report PDF: https://giwps.georgetown.edu/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/WPS-Index-Report-
2017-18.pdf 
Executive Summary 
The new global Women, Peace, and Security (WPS) Index introduced in this report bridges 
insights from gender and development indices with those from peace and security indices. The 
index incorporates three basic dimensions of well- being—inclusion (economic, social, political); 
justice (formal laws and informal discrimination); and security (at the family, community, and 
societal levels)—and captures and quantifies them through 11 indicators. It ranks 153 countries—
covering more than 98 percent of the world’s population—along these three dimensions in a way 
that focuses attention on key achievements and major shortcomings. It reflects a shared vision 
that countries are more peaceful and prosperous when women are accorded full and equal rights 
and opportunity. A primary goal of the index is to accelerate progress on both the international 
Women, Peace and Security agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals, bringing partners 
together around an agenda for women’s inclusion, justice, and security. It offers opportunities for 
stakeholders to review and discuss challenges and to identify opportunities for trans- formative 
change. It highlights key priorities, points toward a roadmap of needed reforms, and can inform 
more effective partnerships and collaboration. 
 
Preface 
Global indices are a way to assess and compare national progress against international goals, 
such as the Sustainable Development Goals, by distilling complex information into a single 
number. Such composite indices can capture and synthesize an array of data in a way that can be 
readily understood and that is especially informative for multidimensional concepts. 
 
The new global Women, Peace, and Security (WPS) Index introduced in this report bridges 
insights from gender and development indices with those from peace and security indices. The 
index incorporates three basic dimensions of wellbeing—inclusion (economic, social, political); 
justice (formal laws and informal discrimination); and security (at the family, community, and 
societal levels) – and captures and quantifies them through 11 indicators. It ranks 153 countries 

https://www.weforum.org/reports/migration-and-its-impact-on-cities
https://giwps.georgetown.edu/the-index/
https://giwps.georgetown.edu/the-index/
https://giwps.georgetown.edu/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/WPS-Index-Report-2017-18.pdf
https://giwps.georgetown.edu/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/WPS-Index-Report-2017-18.pdf


   

 

[covering more than 98 percent of the world’s population] along these three dimensions in a way 
that focuses attention on key achievements and major shortcomings. It reflects a shared vision 
that countries are more peaceful and prosperous when women are accorded full and equal rights 
and opportunity. 
 
A primary goal of the index is to accelerate progress on both the international Women, Peace and 
Security agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals, bringing partners together around an 
agenda for women’s inclusion, justice, and security. It offers opportunities for stakeholders to 
review and discuss challenges and to identify opportunities for transformative change. It 
highlights key priorities, points toward a roadmap of needed reforms, and can inform more 
effective partnerships and collaboration. 
 
Alongside much-needed reforms, this report aims to inspire further thought and analysis, as well 
as better data, to illuminate the constrainers and enablers of progress for women and girls to 
meet the international community’s goals and commitments. Highly comparative and easy to 
understand numbers can call out low performers and help to reinforce good performance. 
 
The WPS Index and the findings it reveals are likely to be especially useful to several key 
stakeholder groups: 
   :: Policymakers can draw on the results to set priorities for action to improve women’s inclusion, 
justice, and/or security in countries that are performing poorly overall or where achievements are 
unbalanced across the three dimensions and the underlying indicators. The index results reveal 
the potential for improvements, as well as more generalized deficits that require attention. 
   :: Civil society can use the results to spotlight achievements as well as injustice and to hold 
decision-makers accountable, especially given the links to the Sustainable Development Goals to 
which all national governments have committed. 
   :: Businesses and investors can better analyze risks and assess the policy environment in 
countries based on rankings on inclusion, justice, and security. 
   :: Academics from a range of disciplines—peace and security studies, development economics, 
gender specialties – can exploit a wealth of possibilities for research from the WPS Index, which 
provides a major database for analysis as well as online tools to investigate the data. 
   :: The international development community can see a comprehensive picture of achievements 
and gaps along a range of fronts, including areas needing greater focus and investment. 
 
The index will be updated every two years. It will track progress ahead of the UN High-level 
Political Forum in 2019, for follow-up and review of the Sustainable Development Goals, and the 
20th anniversary of 2000 UN Security Council Resolution 1325 on Women, Peace and Security, 
providing a platform for scaling up efforts toward 2030. 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
Development – U.S. Foreign Aid: Governance/Structures 
 
REDESIGN CONSENSUS: A Plan for U.S. Assistance 
October 2017 :: 7 pages 
Unified Proposal  
This set of ambitious yet practical steps constitutes a holistic package designed to overcome the 
fragmentation of development and humanitarian assistance in order to create a structure and 
alignment that enhances the effectiveness, accountability, and efficiency of U.S. assistance. 
 

http://modernizeaid.net/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Redesign-Consensus-Plan-for-U.S.-Assistance.pdf


   

 

US: International affairs experts reach consensus on how to restructure foreign aid 
20 October 2017 
George Ingram, Senior Fellow - Global Economy and Development  
Brookings 
The Trump administration has demonstrated that there is no better way to galvanize a community 
and activate energy than with an existential threat. The international affairs community has been 
heated about proposed cuts and reforms to development and diplomatic agencies, but until now, 
experts have failed to agree upon a unified response.   
 
While Secretary of State Rex Tillerson has recently acknowledged the important and unique roles 
of agencies like the State Department and the U.S. Agency for International Development, the 
administration’s call for radical reforms remains threatening. These include the proposed 30 
percent reduction in funding for international affairs, reports of merging USAID into the 
Department of State, arbitrary cuts in staffing, and an Office of Management and Budget directive 
to all agencies that required reorganization plans by September to increase agency efficiency and 
reduce staff levels. 
 
The reaction of the development and foreign policy experts, including allies on Capitol Hill, has 
been to muster the justification for existing funding levels and to enlist policymakers to roll up 
their sleeves and take advantage of the chaos and directive for agency reorganization to propose 
more effective organizational structures. 
 
First out of the gate was an article in December in Foreign Affairs magazine by former USAID 
administrators Brian Atwood and Andrew Natsios that proposed consolidating all development and 
humanitarian programs in a global development department. Six additional plans came out this 
summer from an array of organizations. 
 
All of the plans are based on an assessment of the importance of U.S. foreign assistance 
programs to the national interests—security, economic, and humanitarian—and a common 
analysis of the underlying problems. That analysis posits that U.S. development and humanitarian 
programs are well managed and make important contributions to advancing U.S. interests around 
the world, but face barriers to maximizing their potential. U.S. assistance is hamstrung by 
fragmentation (25 agencies are involved in the mix); a lack of alignment of functions and 
responsibilities and therefore accountability; and antiquated and overly complex systems for 
personnel, information technology, transparency, procurement, and evaluation. 
 
The recommendations in all the plans pursue common objectives—better alignment and 
consolidation to create clear lines of authority and accountability; more strategic approaches to 
guide assistance policies; and more responsive, modernized systems. 
 
Six (listed below) of the seven plans offer solutions (see MFAN identification of 10 common 
priorities) focused on a stronger, more capable, independently lead development agency, and 
most recommend a more robust instrument for development finance. The specifics range from 
two plans that propose a bold approach of creating a new cabinet level agency to house the 
broad array of humanitarian, development, and stabilization programs to four plans that seek to 
strengthen USAID as the lead development agency and fix existing systems and processes. 
 
With multiple executive agencies and congressional committees seized with figuring out how and 
what elements of the U.S. aid architecture to reorder, but barraged by a maze of proposals (see 
USGLC report on over 60 reports), the authors of the six plans decided to plot a singular, unified 
path forward.  

https://www.brookings.edu/blog/up-front/2017/10/20/international-affairs-experts-reach-consensus-on-how-to-restructure-foreign-aid/
https://www.csis.org/events/defining-our-relationship-india-next-century-address-us-secretary-state-rex-tillerson
https://www.csis.org/events/defining-our-relationship-india-next-century-address-us-secretary-state-rex-tillerson
http://modernizeaid.net/2017/09/recent-redesign-proposals-converge-10-priorities-reform
http://modernizeaid.net/2017/09/recent-redesign-proposals-converge-10-priorities-reform
http://www.usglc.org/media/2017/09/USGLC-Report-on-Reports-September-2017.pdf
http://modernizeaid.net/2017/10/authors-six-major-aid-proposals-release-unified-plan-state-department-usaid-redesign/
http://modernizeaid.net/2017/10/authors-six-major-aid-proposals-release-unified-plan-state-department-usaid-redesign/


   

 

 
Keeping their eye on the bigger aim of achieving the goal of an empowered U.S. 
development function, the authors reached agreement on an Aid Redesign Consensus. 
This unified approach has two pillars: an empowered development agency, USAID, 
and a new global finance corporation (GFC). 
 
USAID would be the lead U.S. agency for humanitarian, development, and 
stabilization programs and granted full authority for its budget and an enhanced policy 
function. The administrator would be assigned cabinet rank, have a seat on the National Security 
Council, chair the Millennium Challenge Corporation and the new GFC, and lead the development 
of a U.S. government-wide humanitarian and development strategy. Certain development, 
humanitarian, and stabilization functions, including President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief 
(PEPFAR), would move from the Department of State to USAID. 
 
The GFC would comprise the Overseas Private Investment Corporation and relevant 
functions of the Trade and Development Agency and would have the additional capabilities 
of equity investment and technical assistance. The GFC would have a long-term authorization and 
could retain a portion of its revenues. This would allow the GFC to operate more along the lines of 
its European counterparts. 
 
The authors of these various plans still believe that more aspirational recommendations would 
ultimately serve U.S. interests. However, since the aid redesign discussions have been 
complicated by an array of plans, it has become important to identify a set of pragmatic and less 
controversial actions that can be taken now to move the U.S. development function to a more 
effective, efficient architecture. 
 
Redesign Plans 
J. Brian Atwood and Andrew Natsios: Rethinking U.S. National Security: A New Role for 
International Development 
Center for Global Development (CGD) – Jeremy Konyndyk and Cindy Huang: A Practical Vision for 
US Development Reform 
Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) – Bipartisan Taskforce on Reorganization: 
Reforming and Reorganizing U.S. Foreign Assistance 
USAID’s Advisory Committee on Voluntary Foreign Aid (ACVFA) Efficiency and Effectiveness in 
Organization (EEO) Working Group: Recommendations of the Efficiency and Effectiveness in 
Organization Working Group 
Atlantic Council: State Department Reform Report 
Modernizing Foreign Assistance Network (MFAN) – Co-Chairs George Ingram, Tessie San Martin, 
and Connie Veillette: A New Foreign Aid Architecture Fit for Purpose and MFAN’s Guiding 
Principles for Effective U.S. Assistance 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
Featured Journal Content 
 
Nature   
Volume 550 Number 7677 pp429-554  26 October 2017 
http://www.nature.com/nature/current_issue.html 
Editorials 
Data science can improve aid distribution 

http://modernizeaid.net/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Redesign-Consensus-Plan-for-U.S.-Assistance.pdf
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/2016-12-01/rethinking-us-national-security
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/2016-12-01/rethinking-us-national-security
https://www.cgdev.org/sites/default/files/practical-vision-us-development-reform.pdf
https://www.cgdev.org/sites/default/files/practical-vision-us-development-reform.pdf
https://csis-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/event/170718_Runde_ReformReorgUSDevelopment_Web%20%281%29.pdf?At.Z6jQV0wUJheqEusirs1xyyGsQF6Yb
https://www.usaid.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1868/ACVFA_Recommendations.pdf
https://www.usaid.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1868/ACVFA_Recommendations.pdf
http://www.atlanticcouncil.org/images/publications/State_Department_Reform_Report_web_0906.pdf
http://modernizeaid.net/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/MFAN-Co-Chair-Aid-Architecture-Discussion-Draft-.pdf
http://modernizeaid.net/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/MFAN-goals-principles-2017.pdf
http://modernizeaid.net/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/MFAN-goals-principles-2017.pdf
http://www.nature.com/nature/current_issue.html
http://www.nature.com/news/1.22881


   

 

Online platforms can help to steer emergency response and ensure money is well spent. 
Over the past decade, non-profit organizations have sent millions of small stoves to families in the 
developing world. These appliances are intended to stop people from cooking over open flames 
indoors — an activity linked to four million deaths per year, attributable to household air pollution. 
But economists and public-health researchers have published studies that question the benefits of 
this effort. One randomized controlled trial (RCT), reported in 2012 and involving 15,000 
households in rural India, found no evidence of improved lung function in women in the first four 
years after they received a stove (see go.nature.com/2zjgwny).  
 
The RCT suggests that these efforts might be revised. But as useful as RCTs are in development 
economics and global health, they have limits. Findings in one place might be wildly different in 
another. And in a crisis, first responders are typically too busy trying to provide shelter, health 
care and bare necessities to design and carry out a controlled set-up. 
 
But humanitarian groups can still improve their efforts in the short  and long term through 
evidence obtained with new technology. A Nature News Feature this week highlights software 
called the Dharma Platform, which enables workers on the front line of hurricanes, outbreaks or 
other crises to record, share and analyse useful data — for example, the spread of disease in rural 
villages. Dharma is being tested by Médecins Sans Frontières (or Doctors Without Borders), the 
World Health Organization and other groups combating crises in the Middle East. And it is just one 
of many new technologies that will make data faster to collect and easier to exchange. 
 
The rush to provide food,  shelter and health care can be as chaotic as the disaster itself. 
Hundreds of millions of dollars flood into the world’s largest agencies and non-governmental 
organizations, which often sub-contract delivery to dozens of smaller groups. In such a system, 
the best source of data is a person on the ground — often someone low in an organization’s chain 
of command. It’s this aid worker who listens as a mother describes how she’s received four sacks 
of rice, yet her babies have nothing to eat. This essential feedback is typically recorded on paper. 
If it makes it into a report, weeks or months will pass by the time it gets to headquarters, where 
managers then adjust the system. 
 
Platforms such as Dharma that collate real-time data could quicken this response time by 
informing groups of what people need, and help to reassure donors that their money is being 
spent wisely. After an acute crisis, researchers can use data collected in the heat of the moment 
to answer big-picture questions. For example, how might assistance better prevent tragedies that 
follow disasters, such as the cholera epidemic in the wake of Haiti’s 2010 earthquake, or blindness 
in survivors of Ebola? As long as data collection is organized, consistent and secure, researchers 
distanced from those delivering aid can evaluate projects objectively. 
 
Requesting more data and analysing them coldly will make failures more evident. In turn, 
philanthropists, taxpayers and governments that donate money should evaluate each inefficiency 
sensibly, and not be unforgiving. For example, a tiny fraction of donated insecticide-treated 
bednets may be used as fishing nets — but that fact should not negate an intervention that has 
been shown to reduce cases of malaria caused by Plasmodium falciparum by up to 62% (C. 
Lengeler Cochrane Database Syst. Rev. http://doi.org/c4f9c7; 2004). Failures at all scales must be 
upheld as lessons in the continuing struggle to do what’s right — and not as arguments to 
abandon aid completely. 
 
 
::::::  
::::::  

http://go.nature.com/2zjgwny
http://www.nature.com/uidfinder/10.1038/550444a
http://www.nature.com/uidfinder/10.1038/550444a
http://doi.org/c4f9c7
http://doi.org/c4f9c7


   

 

 
Emergencies 
 
POLIO  
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
Polio this week as of 25 October 2017 [GPEI] 
:: On 24 October, millions of people around the globe engaged in actions for World Polio Day. 
Highlights included the 5th annual World Polio Day event, bringing together experts and 
celebrities to share progress on the road to polio eradication, hosted by Rotary and the Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation in Seattle, Washington, USA; and a show of support from individuals, 
national governments, and media outlets around the world. 
 
:: Read World Polio Day coverage about the unsung heroes of polio eradication and how we are 
ending polio. From the field, read Polio and Me: A Syrian Doctor’s Story, how one man became a 
doctor to end polio and protect children from the disease that crippled him as a young boy. 
In a remarkable endorsement, German Chancellor Angela Merkel used her weekly podcast to draw 
attention to the World Polio Day (celebrated in Germany on 28 October) and the considerable 
progress in polio eradication. 
 
:: Summary of newly-reported viruses this week:  
…Afghanistan: Two new wild poliovirus 1 (WPV1) positive environmental samples reported, one 
from Nangarhar and one from Kandahar provinces.  
…Pakistan: One new wild poliovirus 1 (WPV1) positive environmental sample reported, in Sindh 
province. 
…Additionally, an advance notification was received this week of a new WPV1 case in Afghanistan 
from Shahwalikot district in Kandahar province.  The case will be officially reflected in next week’s 
global data reporting. 
 
::::::  
 
Situation reports on the polio outbreak in Syria  
Situation update 24 October 2017 
Key highlights  
:: No new cases of cVDPV2 were reported this week. The total number of cVDPV2 cases remains 
52. All confirmed cases to date have had onset of paralysis before 25 August 2017  
:: Two immunization rounds have now been completed in both Deir Ez-Zor and Raqqa 
governorates bringing the first phase of the outbreak response to a close. Post Campaign 
Monitoring results for the second Raqqa round are still being compiled into a final report. 
However, initial data reports 84% of children were reported as vaccinated through market surveys  
:: IPV campaign activities aiming to reach children aged between 2-23 months in 2 districts of 
Raqqa governorate (Raqqa and Thawra) have now concluded. Work is on ongoing to start this 
activity in Tell Abyad district as quickly as possible  
:: A review of the ongoing risks of continued polio transmission in Syria has been conducted and 
critical contingency planning is in development for any potential breakthrough cases in known 
outbreak zones or spread of virus to new areas of the country  
:: On World Polio Day (October 24) the polio programme thanks the dedicated vaccinators who 
work tirelessly to reach every child, the parents who demand the vaccine for their children and 
the donors who commit the funds necessary to finance eradication efforts  
 
::::::  
::::::  

http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
https://www.endpolio.org/world-polio-day
http://www.who.int/features/2017/world-polio-day/en/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/unicefusa/2017/10/23/how-we-are-eradicating-polio/#33217946de2c
https://www.forbes.com/sites/unicefusa/2017/10/23/how-we-are-eradicating-polio/#33217946de2c
https://blogs.unicef.org/blog/a-syrian-doctors-polio-story/
https://www.bundeskanzlerin.de/Webs/BKin/DE/Mediathek/Einstieg/mediathek_einstieg_podcasts_node.html?id=2272436&cat=podcasts
http://www.emro.who.int/images/stories/syria/WHO_UNICEF_Situation_Report_19_cVDPV2_outbreak_Syria_24.10.2017.pdf?ua=1


   

 

 
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies  [to 28 October 2017] 
The Syrian Arab Republic  
:: WHO reinforces health care services for thousands of people in newly accessible areas of Ar-
Raqqa governorate, Syria  
   24 October 2017, Damascus, Syria -- As areas in Ar-Raqqa governorate become accessible, 
WHO continues to strengthen health care services for thousands of people in the area through the 
delivery of 5 tons of medicines and medical supplies with support from the United Kingdom 
Department for International Development, the European Union and Norway24 October 2017, 
Damascus, Syria -- As areas in Ar-Raqqa governorate become accessible, the World Health 
Organization (WHO) continues to strengthen health care services for thousands of people in the 
area through the delivery of medicines and medical supplies to Al-Tabqa National Hospital, 
northwest of Ar-Raqqa city… 
:: Situation reports on the polio outbreak in Syria  
Situation update 24 October 2017 
[See Polio above] 
 
Yemen  
:: Daily epidemiology bulletin, 25 October 2017 
Cholera: 
872,415 - Suspected cases 
2,180 - Associated deaths 
0.25%  - Case Fatality Rate 
96%  - Governorates affected   ( 22 / 23 governorates ) 
92%  - Districts affected   ( 305 / 333 districts ) 
 
Iraq  - No new announcements identified. 
Nigeria - No new announcements identified. 
South Sudan - No new announcements identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies  [to 28 October 2017] 
Myanmar  
::  Situation Report: 8 – Emergency type: Bangladesh/Myanmar: Rakhine Conflict 2017 
Date: 20 October 2017  
KEY HIGHLIGHTS 
:: As of 17 October 2017, cumulative number of new arrivals in all sites of Ukiah, Teknaf, Cox’s 
Bazar and Ramu: 589,000, including 46,000 in host communities, 313,000 in Kutupalong Balukhali 
and 161 000 in new spontaneous sites.  
:: By end of 8th day of the Oral Cholera Vaccine campaign, 700,487 people were vaccinated, 
reaching 106% of the total estimated target population. No immediate adverse events from 
immunization were reported.  
:: First Morbidity Mortality Weekly Bulletin built on the Early Warning and Response System (daily 
data received from MoHFW and various service providers operating in settlements in Myanmar 
and CXB) provides data on the prevailing epidemiological situation for the period 25 August to 10 
October.  
:: MSF has issued an urgent appeal for humanitarian assistance, even as it scales up its response 
by hiring additional 800 staff, increasing five-fold their strength staff on the ground in Cox’s Bazar 
to 1,000.  

http://www.who.int/hac/donorinfo/g3_contributions/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/syr/en/index.html
http://www.emro.who.int/syr/syria-news/who-reinforces-health-care-services-for-thousands-of-people-in-newly-accessible-areas-of-ar-raqqa-governorate-syria.html
http://www.emro.who.int/syr/syria-news/who-reinforces-health-care-services-for-thousands-of-people-in-newly-accessible-areas-of-ar-raqqa-governorate-syria.html
http://www.emro.who.int/images/stories/syria/WHO_UNICEF_Situation_Report_19_cVDPV2_outbreak_Syria_24.10.2017.pdf?ua=1
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/yem/en/index.html
http://www.emro.who.int/images/stories/yemen/Yemen_Cholera_Response_-_Daily_Epidemiological_Update_-_2017-10-25.pdf?ua=1
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/irq/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/hac/crises/nga/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/ssd/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/hac/donorinfo/g3_contributions/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/mmr/en/index.html
http://www.searo.who.int/about/administration_structure/hse/20171020_searo_sitrep08.pdf?ua=1


   

 

:: WASH situation in temporary settlements in Shah Porir Dwip and Kerontuli/Chakmarkul show 
improvement though accessing safe water continues to be a challenge.  
:: UN Humanitarian Advisor Mr Henry Glorieux and UN Humanitarian Specialist Mr Kazi from UNRC 
office visited the new and existing settlements in CXB for the OCV campaign and other public 
health efforts.  
 
Cameroon  - No new announcements identified 
Central African Republic  - No new announcements identified.   
Democratic Republic of the Congo - No new announcements identified. 
Ethiopia  - No new announcements identified. 
Libya - No new announcements identified. 
Niger  - No new announcements identified. 
Ukraine  - No new announcements identified. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – L3 Emergencies 
The UN and its humanitarian partners are currently responding to three 'L3' emergencies. This is 
the global humanitarian system's classification for the response to the most severe, large-scale 
humanitarian crises.  
Iraq  
:: Humanitarians are reaching thousands of recently displaced people [EN/AR/KU]  Report 
    (Baghdad, 21 October 2017) – Humanitarian partners are reaching thousands of people with 
emergency assistance on a daily basis. 
   During the past week, well over 100,000 civilians fled from Kirkuk, Makhmur and Tuz Khurmatu 
districts. Smaller numbers fled Zummar. The situation remains very fluid, with people sometimes 
fleeing for less than 24 hours before returning home. 
   Partners are rushing to provide assistance to highly vulnerable families. More than 15,000 
emergency food rations were distributed and mobile medical teams are visiting camps and villages 
to provide health care. Emergency support including water, blankets, hygiene items and 
household kits is being distributed in areas hosting displaced people… 
 
Syrian Arab Republic  
:: 26 Oct 2017  First rehabilitated health centre in eastern Aleppo city, Syria, opens with WHO 
support 
   …The centre re-opened in September 2017 with 5 specialized clinics for internal medicine, 
reproductive health and child care, and orthopedic and dermatological care. Services are provided 
by 34 health workers, including 10 physicians and 12 nurses,” said Dr Hamdi Noufal, director of 
the Saad Ibn Abi Waqas health centre. 
   “Since its re-opening, the centre has treated more than 2400 patients,” Dr Noufal added... 
 
Yemen  - No new announcements identified. 
 

:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Corporate Emergencies 
When the USG/ERC declares a Corporate Emergency Response, all OCHA offices, branches and 
sections provide their full support to response activities both at HQ and in the field. 
 
DRC  - No new announcements identified 
Ethiopia - No new announcements identified 

http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/cmr/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/caf/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/cod/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/eth/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/lby/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/ner/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/ukr/en/index.html
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/iraq
https://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/humanitarians-are-reaching-thousands-recently-displaced-people-enarku
https://www.unocha.org/syria
https://reliefweb.int/node/2293294
https://reliefweb.int/node/2293294
https://www.unocha.org/yemen
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/drc
https://www.unocha.org/ethiopia


   

 

Nigeria  - No new announcements identified 
Somalia  - No new announcements identified 
 

 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 

Agency/Government/IGO Watch 
We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for key 
media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on regional or 
global level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific coverage is limited. 
Please suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
 
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly  
[to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.un.org/en/unpress/ 
Selected Press Releases/Meetings Coverage  
27 October 2017  
SC/13045 
Despite Growing Awareness of Urgent Need to End Sexual Violence, Empower 
Women in Conflict Zones, Real Progress Seriously Lagging, Security Council Told 
   Normative frameworks had been established and global awareness of the urgency of ending 
sexual atrocities and empowering women in conflict situations was growing, but progress on the 
ground must be accelerated, speakers told the Security Council in an all-day debate today. 
 
26 October 2017  
GA/11965 
Speakers Say International Court of Justice Still Vital for Maintaining 
International Peace, Security as General Assembly Considers Its Annual Report 
   An increase in the number of cases deferred to the International Court of Justice only 
reaffirmed Member States’ faith in the judicial body, the General Assembly heard today, as several 
speakers called on those who had not yet done so to accept the Court’s compulsory jurisdiction 
without reservations. 
 
24 October 2017  
SC/13040 
Security Council Fails to Renew Mandate of Joint Investigative Mechanism on 
Chemical Weapons Use in Syria, as Permanent Member Casts Veto 
  Following a negative vote cast by the Russian Federation today, the Security Council failed to 
renew the mandate of the Joint Investigative Mechanism of the United Nations and the 
Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW), formed to determine the 
perpetrators of chemical-weapons attacks in Syria. 
 
24 October 2017  
DSG/SM/1106-OBV/1748-ORG/1658 
Deputy Secretary-General Tells Staff ‘Dig Deeper’ to Serve Humanity with 
Passion, Unwavering Commitment, in Message for United Nations Day 
 
20 October 2017  
GA/DIS/3585 
First Committee Delegates Call for Shifting Global Spending from Conventional 
Arms to Development, as Military Costs Top $1.7 Trillion 

https://www.unocha.org/nigeria
https://www.unocha.org/somalia
http://www.un.org/en/unpress/
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sc13045.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sc13045.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/ga11965.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/ga11965.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sc13040.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sc13040.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/dsgsm1106.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/dsgsm1106.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/gadis3585.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/gadis3585.doc.htm


   

 

    Burgeoning military expenditures were among an array of worrying trends, delegates told the 
First Committee (Disarmament and International Security) today, as they highlighted the 
development challenges confronting Member States even as they sought to curb the global 
proliferation of conventional weapons. 
 
 
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 28 October 
2017] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true  
Selected Press Releases – “TOP NEWS” 
Syria: Suffering of civilians in Eastern Ghouta “an outrage” – Zeid  
 
Uruguay: Zeid recognises human rights record, urges more efforts to tackle violations 
 
UN Human Rights Office, Inter-American Commission launch joint action plan on protection of 
human rights defenders in the Americas 
 
Don’t lose sight of ordinary North Koreans in security crisis - UN human rights expert 
 
LGBT people suffering “crucible” of rights violations around the world, UN expert warns 
 
UN Special Rapporteur attacks “international regime of impunity” over migrant deaths 
 
Major rethink needed on conflict prevention work, UN rights expert finds 
 
Belarus human rights record “devastating” as president tightens grip on power – UN expert 
 
 
Committee on the Rights of the Child [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the sale and sexual exploitation of children 
 [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and 
Armed Conflict [to 28 October 2017] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest 
attainable standard of physical and mental health  [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22312&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22318&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22301&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22301&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22323&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22325&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22322&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22324&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22317&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx


   

 

SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in 
Conflict [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN OCHA [to 28 October 2017] 
https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases 
Selected Press Releases 
28 October 2017 
Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator Mr. Mark 
Lowcock Remarks, Statement to the media in Yemen, Sana'a, 24 October 2017 
 
UN Relief Chief in Yemen: Humanitarians ready to scale up, but need all parties to facilitate their 
work [EN/AR] 
 
26 October 2017 
CAR: The true face of displacement 
 
24 October 2017 
Central African Republic: The Resurgence of Conflicts Puts the Dividends of Peace at Risk 
 
Central African Republic Overview: October 2017 
 
23 October 2017 
Media Advisory: Un Humanitarian Chief Mark Lowcock to visit Yemen [EN/AR] 
 
Donors pledge over $344 million in response to Rohingya refugee crisis 
 
USG for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, Mr. Mark Lowcock: Remarks at 
the Pledging Conference for the Rohingya Refugee Crisis 
 
 
UNICEF  [to 28 October 2017] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/ 
27 October, 2017  
Growing number of unaccompanied refugee and migrant children in Greece in urgent 
need of shelter, care and protection 
   ATHENS/GENEVA, 27 October 2017 – Only a third of the nearly 3,000 unaccompanied refugee 
and migrant children currently in Greece are receiving proper shelter and care, UNICEF warned 
today. The children’s agency is urging key policy and legal reforms to help keep vulnerable 
children safe.  
 
Media advisory: Embargoed briefing on new UNICEF report documenting horrifying 
rates of violence against children in their homes, schools and communities 
   On Monday 30 October at 10.00am an embargoed telephone briefing for media will be held to 
discuss the findings from UNICEF’s new global report on violence against children which 
documents new findings on violent discipline against young children, sexual violence throughout 
childhood, violence in schools, violence in warzones, and homicides rates among adolescents.   
 

http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/
https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases
https://reliefweb.int/node/2297434
https://reliefweb.int/node/2297434
https://reliefweb.int/node/2297374
https://reliefweb.int/node/2297374
https://reliefweb.int/node/2294474
https://reliefweb.int/node/2289834
https://reliefweb.int/node/2288474
https://reliefweb.int/node/2287179
https://reliefweb.int/node/2287134
https://reliefweb.int/node/2286289
https://reliefweb.int/node/2286289
https://www.unicef.org/media/
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_101396.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_101396.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_101395.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_101395.html


   

 

Geneva Palais Briefing Note: Malnutrition among Rohingya child refugees 
   GENEVA, 27 October 2017 - We are working to get a clear understanding on the extent of acute 
malnutrition among Rohingya child refugees and a nutrition survey is underway which will give us 
this data in November. What we already know is that the combination of malnutrition, sanitary 
conditions, and disease in the refugee settlements, is potentially catastrophic for children.  
 
Substantial decline in global measles deaths, but disease still kills 90 000 per year 
   GENEVA/NEW YORK /ATLANTA, 26 October 2017– In 2016, an estimated 90,000 people died 
from measles – an 84 per cent drop from more than 550 000 deaths in 2000 – according to a new 
report published today by leading health organizations. This marks the first time global measles 
deaths have fallen below 100 000 per year.  
 
1.5 million vulnerable children in the Middle East threatened as winter approaches 
   AMMAN, 26 October 2017 – The coming winter is the latest threat to children affected by crises 
in the Middle East. As UNICEF races to provide warm clothing, winter supplies and blankets before 
the cold sets in, the organisation is facing a $60 million gap that could leave up to 1.5 million 
children exposed to the cold. 
  
Children to ‘take over’ business, government and entertainment on World Children’s 
Day 
   NEW YORK, 24 October 2017 – In a month’s time, children from around the world will be taking 
over key roles in media, politics, business, sport and entertainment to voice their support for 
millions of their peers who are unschooled, unprotected and uprooted, UNICEF said today. The 
takeover, set for November 20, marks the anniversary of the adoption of the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child and the mobilisation of the first World Children’s Day.  
 
Dividend or Disaster: UNICEF’s new report into population growth in Africa  
   JOHANNESBURG/DAKAR, 26 October 2017 – The projected expansion in Africa’s child 
population will necessitate an increase of 10 million skilled education and health personnel over 
the next decade, if it is to keep pace with the continent’s unprecedented demographic transition, 
UNICEF said today.  
 
At current rates of reduction, it will take over 100 years to end child marriage in West 
and Central Africa 
   Dakar, 23 October 2017 – Unless progress is seriously accelerated, it will take over 100 years to 
end child marriage in West and Central Africa, with far-reaching, life-altering consequences for 
millions of child brides and crippling impact on the region’s prosperity, UNICEF said today. 
 
Two months since outbreak of violence in Myanmar, Rohingya refugee children still at 
acute risk 
   NEW YORK/GENEVA/DHAKA, 23 October 2017 – Nearly two months since Rohingya families 
began fleeing en masse to Bangladesh, thousands of children and women are still without basic 
lifesaving services, UNICEF said today. 
 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html 
Press releases and news comments 
North and Central American countries pledge support for Comprehensive Regional Protection and 
Solutions Framework 27 Oct 2017  
 

https://www.unicef.org/media/media_101394.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_101392.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_101390.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_101218.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_101218.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_101150.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_101149.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_101149.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_101148.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_101148.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2017/10/59f353554/north-central-american-countries-pledge-support-comprehensive-regional.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2017/10/59f353554/north-central-american-countries-pledge-support-comprehensive-regional.html


   

 

Donors pledge over US$344 million in response to Rohingya refugee crisis 23 Oct 2017 
 
Briefing Notes  
Bangladesh: Rohingya refugees moved from Kutupalong camp to new site 27 Oct 2017 
 
In a historic first, Ethiopia begins civil registration for refugees 27 Oct 2017 
 
Over 500 Togolese seek refuge in Ghana - UNHCR 27 Oct 2017 
 
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
Selected Announcements 
Two Months on from Outbreak of Violence, Number of Rohingya Refugees in 
Bangladesh Reaches 817,000  
2017-10-27 17:30 
   Cox’s Bazar – A total of 817,000 Rohingya refugees are now living in the southern most district 
of Bangladesh.  
 
UN Migration Agency, UNDP Improve Access to Clean Water for 45,000 Displaced 
Somalis in Baidoa 
2017-10-27 14:54 
  Baidoa – IOM, the UN Migration Agency, is partnering with the Government of Somalia and the 
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) to provide greater access to clean water for over 
45,000 internally displaced persons (IDPs) and host communities in the south-western state of.. 
 
Mediterranean Migrant Arrivals Reach 149,159 in 2017; Deaths Reach 2,824 
2017-10-27 14:53 
   Geneva – IOM, the UN Migration Agency, reports that 149,159 migrants and refugees entered 
Europe by sea in 2017 through 25 October, with about 75 per cent arriving in Italy and the 
remainder divided between Greece, Cyprus and Spain. This compares with 332,326 arrivals across 
the... 
 
UN Migration Agency, Responsible Business Alliance Sign Agreement to Combat 
Forced Labour and Exploitation 
2017-10-24 14:40 
   Geneva – IOM, the UN Migration Agency and the Responsible Business Alliance (RBA), formerly 
the Electronic Industry Citizenship Coalition, signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on 
17 October to boost cooperation, promote ethical recruitment and protect the rights of migrant... 
 
Donors Pledge Over USD 344 Million in Reponse to Rohingya Refugee Crisis 
2017-10-23 20:00 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
 
UNAIDS [to 28 October 2017]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 28 October 2017] 

http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2017/10/59ee1c494/donors-pledge-us344-million-response-rohingya-refugee-crisis.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2017/10/59f2f1a44/bangladesh-rohingya-refugees-moved-kutupalong-camp-new-site.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2017/10/59f2f4757/historic-first-ethiopia-begins-civil-registration-refugees.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2017/10/59f2f3d74/500-togolese-seek-refuge-ghana-unhcr.html
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases
http://www.iom.int/news/two-months-outbreak-violence-number-rohingya-refugees-bangladesh-reaches-817000
http://www.iom.int/news/two-months-outbreak-violence-number-rohingya-refugees-bangladesh-reaches-817000
http://www.iom.int/news/un-migration-agency-undp-improve-access-clean-water-45000-displaced-somalis-baidoa
http://www.iom.int/news/un-migration-agency-undp-improve-access-clean-water-45000-displaced-somalis-baidoa
http://www.iom.int/news/mediterranean-migrant-arrivals-reach-149159-2017-deaths-reach-2824
http://www.iom.int/news/un-migration-agency-responsible-business-alliance-sign-agreement-combat-forced-labour-and
http://www.iom.int/news/un-migration-agency-responsible-business-alliance-sign-agreement-combat-forced-labour-and
http://www.iom.int/news/donors-pledge-over-usd-344-million-reponse-rohingya-refugee-crisis
http://www.unaids.org/en


   

 

Latest news  
Delivering kits for diabetes and hypertension during humanitarian crises 
23 October 2017 – To treat people for noncommunicable diseases during humanitarian crises, 
WHO has developed and started delivering kits of medicines and equipment for people living with 
diabetes, hypertension, and related conditions.  [Video]  
 
Director-General rescinds Goodwill Ambassador appointment 
   22 October 2017 – WHO Director-General Dr Tedros has rescinded the appointment of H.E. 
President Robert Mugabe as WHO Goodwill Ambassador for Noncommunicable Diseases in Africa.  
:: Read WHO Statement  
 
Highlights  
Vaccinating pregnant women against influenza 
   October 2017 – Immunizing future mothers against influenza is key for preventing complications 
during gestation, and for protecting future mothers and newborns. In the Region of the Americas, 
32 countries and territories vaccinate pregnant women against influenza, a public health problem 
that for future mothers, newborns, and other high-risk populations can mean severe disease, 
complications, and hospitalization.  
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO     
:: Nationwide house-house polio supplementary immunization campaign starts in Sierra Leone 
27 October 2017  
:: WHO and ITU to use digital technology to strengthen public health services in Africa  27 
October 2017  
:: Rumours, Misinformation and Negative Beliefs underpin the Current Marburg Outbreak in 
Uganda  27 October 2017  
:: South Sudan boosts Polio immunization coverage on the World Polio Day to keep the disease at 
bay  26 October 2017  
:: Rwanda conducted a national vaccination campaign on Measles and Rubella integrated in 
Mother and Child Health Week  25 October 2017  
:: Gambia observes World Mental Health day: WHO and partners engage stakeholders to create 
healthy work places  25 October 2017  
Rwanda celebrated the World Mental Health Day 2017  25 October 2017  
On 10th October, Rwanda joined other countries all over the World to… 
:: United Nations Day: WHO South Sudan offers essential promotive health services in 
commemoration of UN’s 72nd Anniversary  25 October 2017     
:: Kuwait Fund and WHO in $4million multi-year agreement to tackle Neglected Tropical Diseases 
in Africa  24 October 2017  
:: WHO, UNICEF and Rotary International urge to sustain the polio-free status of Ethiopia 
24 October 2017  
:: Ministry of Health, WHO experts highlight results of life-saving programme for children under 
five.  23 October 2017  
:: Training clinicians to provide lifesaving emergency care for women and newborns 
23 October 2017  
:: WHO promptly responds to Marburg Outbreak in Eastern Uganda  23 October 2017  
:: WHO calls for strengthening of laboratory systems in efforts to fulfill their important role in the 
fight against infectious and chronic diseases.23 October 2017  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZZvlKWAOo48
http://www.who.int/entity/mediacentre/news/statements/2017/goodwill-ambassador-rescinded/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/mediacentre/news/statements/2017/goodwill-ambassador-rescinded/en/index.html
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=13850%3Athe-region-of-the-americas-leads-in-the-vaccination-of-pregnant-women-against-influenza&catid=740&Itemid=1926&lang=en
http://www.afro.who.int/
http://www.afro.who.int/news/nationwide-house-house-polio-supplementary-immunization-campaign-starts-sierra-leone
http://www.afro.who.int/news/who-and-itu-use-digital-technology-strengthen-public-health-services-africa
http://www.afro.who.int/news/rumours-misinformation-and-negative-beliefs-underpin-current-marburg-outbreak-uganda
http://www.afro.who.int/news/rumours-misinformation-and-negative-beliefs-underpin-current-marburg-outbreak-uganda
http://www.afro.who.int/news/south-sudan-boosts-polio-immunization-coverage-world-polio-day-keep-disease-bay
http://www.afro.who.int/news/south-sudan-boosts-polio-immunization-coverage-world-polio-day-keep-disease-bay
http://www.afro.who.int/news/rwanda-conducted-national-vaccination-campaign-measles-and-rubella-integrated-mother-and-child
http://www.afro.who.int/news/rwanda-conducted-national-vaccination-campaign-measles-and-rubella-integrated-mother-and-child
http://www.afro.who.int/news/gambia-observes-world-mental-health-day-who-and-partners-engage-stakeholders-create-healthy
http://www.afro.who.int/news/gambia-observes-world-mental-health-day-who-and-partners-engage-stakeholders-create-healthy
http://www.afro.who.int/news/rwanda-celebrated-world-mental-health-day-2017
http://www.afro.who.int/news/united-nations-day-who-south-sudan-offers-essential-promotive-health-services-commemoration
http://www.afro.who.int/news/united-nations-day-who-south-sudan-offers-essential-promotive-health-services-commemoration
http://www.afro.who.int/news/kuwait-fund-and-who-4million-multi-year-agreement-tackle-neglected-tropical-diseases-africa
http://www.afro.who.int/news/kuwait-fund-and-who-4million-multi-year-agreement-tackle-neglected-tropical-diseases-africa
http://www.afro.who.int/news/who-unicef-and-rotary-international-urge-sustain-polio-free-status-ethiopia
http://www.afro.who.int/news/ministry-health-who-experts-highlight-results-life-saving-programme-children-under-five
http://www.afro.who.int/news/ministry-health-who-experts-highlight-results-life-saving-programme-children-under-five
http://www.afro.who.int/news/training-clinicians-provide-lifesaving-emergency-care-women-and-newborns
http://www.afro.who.int/news/who-promptly-responds-marburg-outbreak-eastern-uganda
http://www.afro.who.int/news/who-calls-strengthening-laboratory-systems-efforts-fulfill-their-important-role-fight-against
http://www.afro.who.int/news/who-calls-strengthening-laboratory-systems-efforts-fulfill-their-important-role-fight-against


   

 

 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
:: The Region of the Americas leads in the vaccination of pregnant women against influenza 
(10/24/2017) 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
::  Mortality and Morbidity Weekly Bulletin (MMWB) - Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh   Volume No 2: 22 
October 2017 
[Excerpt] 
5.1 Cholera vaccination campaign in Cox’s Bazar and Bandarban  
[See Cholera above for detail] 
 
WHO European Region EURO  
:: 15th anniversary of polio-free certification in the European Region – but the hard work to 
prevent future cases is not over 24-10-2017  
:: WHO supports polio vaccination campaign for nearly 200 000 Syrian children from Turkey 24-
10-2017 
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: WHO Regional Adviser for Nutrition recognized as food fortification champion  25 October 2017 
:: Danger in the rubble: fighting leishmaniasis in Syria  23 October 2017  
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2017/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
Selected Press Releases/Announcements 
Dominicans assess building damages after hurricane with private sector and civil 
society partnerships  
    Around 60 Dominicans—most of them women—are beginning to assess building damages 
today after completing a three-day training session led by Dominica’s Ministry of Housing, with 
technical support from…   
Posted on October 27, 2017 
 
Samoa kicks off climate adaptation project to benefit 1 in 3 citizens facing flood risk 
   The Government of Samoa, with the support of UNDP and Green Climate Fund, has launched a 
new climate change adaptation project that will benefit nearly 30 percent of the population.  
Posted on October 25, 2017 
 

http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=466&Itemid=40108&lang=en
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=13850&Itemid=1926&lang=en
http://www.searo.who.int/
http://www.searo.who.int/mortalitymorbidityweeklybulletinvolome2.pdf?ua=1
http://www.searo.who.int/mortalitymorbidityweeklybulletinvolome2.pdf?ua=1
http://www.euro.who.int/
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/communicable-diseases/poliomyelitis/news/news/2017/10/15th-anniversary-of-polio-free-certification-in-the-european-region-but-the-hard-work-to-prevent-future-cases-is-not-over2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/communicable-diseases/poliomyelitis/news/news/2017/10/15th-anniversary-of-polio-free-certification-in-the-european-region-but-the-hard-work-to-prevent-future-cases-is-not-over2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/countries/turkey/news/news/2017/10/who-supports-polio-vaccination-campaign-for-nearly-200-000-syrian-children-from-turkey
http://www.emro.who.int/
http://www.emro.who.int/entity/nutrition/index.html
http://www.emro.who.int/syr/syria-news/danger-in-the-rubble-fighting-leishmaniasis-in-syria.html
http://www.wpro.who.int/
http://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2017/
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/announcements/2017/Dominicans-assess-building-damages-after-hurricane.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/announcements/2017/Dominicans-assess-building-damages-after-hurricane.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/news/2017/Samoa-kicks-off-climate-adaptation-project-to-reduce-flood-risk.html


   

 

 
UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 28 October 2017] 
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
19 Oct 2017 
Transport Sector Is Off Track to Sustainability 
   The transport sector is not on track towards achieving sustainable mobility, according to the 
Global Mobility Report launched today.  
   The Global Mobility Report is the first ever assessment of the transport sector. It was produced 
by the Sustainable Mobility for All initiative (SuM4All)—a worldwide consortium of over 50 leading 
organizations in the transport sector.  
   The Global Mobility Report covers all transport modes. It tracks progress towards sustainable 
mobility around the world in four areas:  
   :: Universal Access: about 450 million people in Africa— or more than 70% of its total rural 
population—are estimated to have been left unconnected to transport. 
   :: Efficiency: transporting a container of avocados from Kenya to the Netherlands requires 200 
interactions and more than 20 documents, at a cost equal to that of shipping. Efficient supply 
chains can increase farmer income 10-100%. 
   :: Safety: almost 1.3 million people die on the world’s roads every year and tens of millions are 
seriously injured. Traffic crashes are the leading cause of death among young people aged 15-29. 
   :: Green mobility: transport emits 23% of all energy-related greenhouse gases; its CO2 
emissions could grow by 40% by 2040. 
   “The world is off track to achieving sustainable mobility. The growing demand for moving 
people and goods is increasingly met at the expense of future generations,” said José Luis 
Irigoyen, Senior Director of the Transport & ICT Global Practice at the World Bank. “It is urgent to 
reverse this trend. The costs for society of increased mobility in terms of congestion, accidents, 
inefficiencies and pollution are simply too high.”… 
 

 

UN Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN)  [to 28 October 2017] 
http://unsdsn.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 

UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division  [to 28 October 2017] 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/ 
Sixth meeting of the IAEG-SDGs 
   The sixth meeting of the Inter-agency and Expert Group on Sustainable Development Goal 
Indicators (IAEG-SDGs), will be held from 11 to 14 November 2017 in Manama, Kingdom of 
Bahrain. The meeting will be hosted by The Bahrain Center for Strategic, International and Energy 
Studies (DERASAT).  
 
 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.unep.org/newscentre/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNISDR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.unisdr.org/archive 

http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/?page=view&nr=1370&type=230&menu=2059
http://unsdsn.org/news/
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/meetings/iaeg-sdgs-meeting-06/
http://www.unep.org/newscentre/
http://www.unisdr.org/archive


   

 

No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 28 October 2017] 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news.html 
27 October 2017, New York  
We need more women leaders to sustain peace and development 
   The evidence is clear: wherever women take part in a peace process, peace lasts longer. In 
fact, a peace agreement, which includes women, is 35 per cent more likely to last at least 15 
years. And without the solid foundation of peace, development is doomed to be unstable and 
unsustainable. 
   A recent Secretary-General’s report to the Security Council called women leadership and 
participation in peacebuilding a “prerequisite for the fulfillment of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development.” In other words, without women’s participation, we will not achieve lasting peace; 
and without the stability of peace, we will not achieve sustainable development. 
   The UN Security Council recognized this central role of women in peace and development 
already in the year 2000, when it issued Resolution 1325 on women, peace and security, calling 
for leadership and participation of women in maintaining and promoting peace and security. 
   To mark the anniversary of this landmark document, the UN Security Council held on Friday an 
Open Debate on Women, Peace and Security. Its participants took stock of the progress made 
over the last 17 years and discussed areas where more remains to be done… 
 
 
UNESCO  [to 28 October 2017] 
http://en.unesco.org/news 
27.10.17 
UNESCO Member States set to approve programme, budget and appoint new Director-
General at General Conference 
 
27.10.17 
Stop attacking the media—UNESCO message for International Day to End Impunity for 
Crimes Against Journalists, 2 November 
 
.10.17 
Belgian scientist Erik Jacquemyn to receive UNESCO Kalinga Prize for the 
Popularization of Science 
 
24.10.17 
The National Parks Board of Singapore to receive UNESCO Sultan Qaboos Prize for 
Environmental Preservation 
 
 
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp 
25/10/2017 –  
Preventing corruption, wildlife crime and sports integrity among topics to be 
discussed at anti-corruption conference in Vienna 
 
24/10/2017 –  
Frontline Mediterranean: Region faces many urgent challenges, says UNODC Chief 
 

https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/sustainable/women-leaders-to-sustain-peace.html
http://en.unesco.org/news
https://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-member-states-set-approve-programme-budget-and-appoint-new-director-general-general
https://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-member-states-set-approve-programme-budget-and-appoint-new-director-general-general
https://en.unesco.org/news/stop-attacking-media-unesco-message-international-day-end-impunity-crimes-against-journalists-2
https://en.unesco.org/news/stop-attacking-media-unesco-message-international-day-end-impunity-crimes-against-journalists-2
https://en.unesco.org/news/belgian-scientist-erik-jacquemyn-receive-unesco-kalinga-prize-popularization-science
https://en.unesco.org/news/belgian-scientist-erik-jacquemyn-receive-unesco-kalinga-prize-popularization-science
https://en.unesco.org/news/national-parks-board-singapore-receive-unesco-sultan-qaboos-prize-environmental-preservation
https://en.unesco.org/news/national-parks-board-singapore-receive-unesco-sultan-qaboos-prize-environmental-preservation
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/frontpage/2017/October/preventing-corruption--wildlife-crime-and-sports-integrity-among-topics-to-be-discussed-at-anti-corruption-conference-in-vienna.html
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/frontpage/2017/October/preventing-corruption--wildlife-crime-and-sports-integrity-among-topics-to-be-discussed-at-anti-corruption-conference-in-vienna.html
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/releases/2017/October/frontline-mediterranean_-region-faces-many-urgent-challenges--says-unodc-chief.html


   

 

 
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 28 October 2017] 
http://unhabitat.org/media-centre/news/ 
Posted October 27, 2017 
National workshop on climate-resilient urban plans and designs brings “Aha!” 
moments 
   Quezon City, Philippines., October 27, 2017— Despite the recent suspension of work and 
classes due to a public transport strike affecting all of Metro Manila, about 40 representatives 
from five Philippine national government agencies… 
 
Posted October 23, 2017 
Women contributing to Afghan Safer Cities, thanks to donors’ support 
   Herat, Afghanistan 12 October 2017– The Dutch ambassador to Afghanistan, Geoffrey van 
Leeuwen, recently made a visit to five project sites of the Afghanistan Urban Peacebuilding 
Programme (AUPP) in District 13th of Herat City.  
 
 
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2016/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ILO International Labour Organization  [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm 
Global Business Network for Social Protection Floors 
Leading multinationals highlight importance of social protection   
24 October 2017  
   Representatives of more than a dozen multinational enterprises met in Geneva to highlight the 
importance of investment in social protection floors for growth in emerging markets. 
 
Global Commission on the Future of Work 
ILO Global Commission homes in on key opportunities and challenges surrounding the 
future of work   
23 October 2017  
 
Business and persons with disabilities 
Three multinational enterprises join the ILO’s Global Business and Disability Network   
23 October 2017  
   More leading companies join the 17-member network and commit to the ten principles of the 
Global Business and Disability Charter. 
 
 
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/default.aspx 
26/10/17 
ICAO traveller identification event highlights key aviation role in combatting terrorism 
and cross-border crime 
 
 
IMO International Maritime Organization  [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx 

http://unhabitat.org/media-centre/news/
https://unhabitat.org/national-workshop-on-climate-resilient-urban-plans-and-designs-brings-aha-moments/
https://unhabitat.org/national-workshop-on-climate-resilient-urban-plans-and-designs-brings-aha-moments/
https://unhabitat.org/women-contributing-to-afghan-safer-cities-thanks-to-donors-support/
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2016/en/
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/secsoc/press-and-media-centre/news/WCMS_585699/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_585507/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_585507/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_584676/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/ICAO-traveller-identification-event-highlights-key-aviation-role-in-combatting-terrorism-and-cross-border-crime.aspx
https://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/ICAO-traveller-identification-event-highlights-key-aviation-role-in-combatting-terrorism-and-cross-border-crime.aspx
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx


   

 

26/10/2017  
IMO promotes fishing vessel safety agreement to save lives 
   Enhancing fishing vessel safety to prevent loss of life in one of the most dangerous professions 
in the world.   
 
23/10/2017  
Ocean Change requires solutions - UN Oceans Envoy 
   Solutions to address human-induced “Ocean Change” are needed to save life in the ocean.    
 
 
WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 28 October 2017] 
http://public.wmo.int/en/search?sort_by=changed&f[0]=type%3Anews 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html 
Wednesday, 25 October 2017 
UNIDO affirms commitment to inclusive and sustainable development with partners at 
WEDF 2017 
   BUDAPEST, 25 October - LI Yong, the Director General of the United Nations Industrial 
Development Organization (UNIDO), has travelled to Hungary to attend the International Trade 
Centre’s flagship event, the World Export. 
 
First UNIDO – ACP Symposium is held in Brussels 
Tuesday, 24 October 2017 
BRUSSELS, 24 October 2017 – The first symposium dedicated to the cooperation between the 
United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) and the African, Caribbean, and 
Pacific Group of States (ACP), took place...  
 
UNIDO strengthens co-operation with international partners on inclusive and 
sustainable development at GSTIC 2017 
   BRUSSELS, 24 October - LI Yong, Director General of the United Nations Industrial 
Development Organization (UNIDO), has travelled to Belgium to attend the Global Science, 
Technology and Innovation Conference (G-STIC) 2017.. 
 
 
International Organization for Standardization (ISO)  [to 28 October 2017] 
https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 28 October 2017] 
http://media.unwto.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/27-Cape-Town-Agreement-.aspx
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/26-oceansenvoy.aspx
http://public.wmo.int/en/search?sort_by=changed&f%5b0%5d=type%3Anews
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html
http://www.unido.org/news/press/unido-affirms-commit.html
http://www.unido.org/news/press/unido-affirms-commit.html
http://www.unido.org/news/press/first-unido-acp-sy.html
http://www.unido.org/news/press/unido-strengthens-co.html
http://www.unido.org/news/press/unido-strengthens-co.html
https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/
http://media.unwto.org/news
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/


   

 

 
CBD  Convention on Biological Diversity [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.cbd.int/press-releases/  
No new digest content identified. 
 

:::::: 
 
USAID [to 28 October 2017] 
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information 
October 26, 2017 
USAID Administrator Green's Meeting with Ambassador Agustin Garcia-Lopez, 
Executive Director, Mexican Agency for International Development Cooperation  
Readout - The following is attributable to Acting Spokesperson Clayton M. McCleskey: 
   Today, United States Agency for International Development (USAID) Administrator Mark Green 
met with Ambassador Agustin García-López, Executive Director of the Mexican Agency for 
International Development Cooperation (AMEXCID). Administrator Green offered his condolences 
for the lives lost in Mexico's two recent earthquakes and expressed the solidarity of the United 
States with the people of Mexico. He underscored the strength of the United States' partnership 
with its neighbor. 
 
United States and Mexico Partner to Improve Prosperity, Good Governance in Central 
America  
October 26, 2017 
Two countries will work together with Central American governments to improve trade, increase 
transparency, grow prosperity 
    Today, United States Agency for International Development Administrator Mark Green met with 
officials from the Government of Mexico to deepen the U.S.-Mexico commitment to advance 
prosperity in Central America. Over the next six months, the two governments will conduct several 
projects with the Governments of Honduras, El Salvador, and Guatemala -- known collectively as 
the Northern Triangle -- to facilitate trade; increase effective governance; and grow prosperity, 
thereby helping to address the root drivers of insecurity and migration. 
 
USAID Announces $6.3 Million in Awards to Bolster Sub-Saharan Africa's Off-Grid 
Energy Sector  
October 25, 2017 
   The United States Agency for International Development (USAID) will advance off-grid energy 
solutions in sub-Saharan Africa through several new awards announced today at the Unlocking 
Solar Capital: Africa Conference in Abidjan, Côte d'Ivoire. The awards provide capital to 
companies engaged in household solar-systems and micro-grids to expand operations, scale 
innovations, test new business models, and finance new rural-electrification connections to 
millions of people. The USAID Scaling Off-Grid Energy (SOGE) Grand Challenge for Development 
and Power Africa issue the awards for household solar systems. The awards will reach an 
estimated 4.5 million beneficiaries and leverage up to $200 million in private capital. The micro-
grid awards are funded by USAID's Development Innovation Ventures program and Power Africa. 
 
 
DFID  [to 28 October 2017] 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development 
Selected Press Releases 
International Development Secretary celebrates growing relationship between 
financial hubs of London and Lagos  

http://www.cbd.int/press-releases/
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/oct-26-2017-usaid-administrator-mark-greens-meeting-with-ambassador-agustin-garcia-lopez-executive-director-amexcid
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/oct-26-2017-usaid-administrator-mark-greens-meeting-with-ambassador-agustin-garcia-lopez-executive-director-amexcid
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/oct-26-2017-united-states-and-mexico-partner-to-improve-prosperity-good-governance-in-central-america
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/oct-26-2017-united-states-and-mexico-partner-to-improve-prosperity-good-governance-in-central-america
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/oct-25-2017-usaid-announces-63-million-awards-bolster-sub-saharan-africas-grid
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/oct-25-2017-usaid-announces-63-million-awards-bolster-sub-saharan-africas-grid
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/international-development-secretary-celebrates-growing-relationship-between-financial-hubs-of-london-and-lagos
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/international-development-secretary-celebrates-growing-relationship-between-financial-hubs-of-london-and-lagos


   

 

27 October 2017  DFID  Press release 
 
UK leads international support for Rohingya crisis at landmark conference  
23 October 2017  DFID and FCO   Press release 
 
 
ECHO  [to 28 October 2017] 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news 
25/10/2017 
The EU steps up humanitarian assistance in Afghanistan  
   As the number of displaced people and civilian casualties continues to grow, the European 
Commission has announced an additional €5 million in life-saving humanitarian assistance to 
Afghanistan. Today's new allocation brings the total EU...  
 
23/10/2017 
EU announces €106 million for disease outbreaks, forced displacement, and 
undernutrition in Sudan 
   The European Commission has announced a €106 million humanitarian and development 
support package to directly assist people in Sudan affected by forced displacement, 
undernutrition, disease outbreaks and recurrent extreme climatic conditions....  
 
23/10/2017 
The EU pledges additional €30 million for the Rohingya crisis at Geneva donors' 
conference 
   The European Union today co-hosted in Geneva a 'Pledging Conference on the Rohingya 
Refugee Crisis'. The Commissioner for Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Management 
Christos Stylianides has announced the EU's contribution of an additional €30 million...  
 
:::::: 
 
African Union [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.au.int/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
October 27, 2017  
Report: Climate-Smart Agriculture Practices help smallholder farmers deal with 
extreme weather threats to African agriculture and needs to be urgently enhanced  
 
October 26, 2017  
African Union Commission (AUC) Launches Smart Health Monitoring System  
 
October 24, 2017  
African Union Chairperson commends ongoing national and international efforts in the 
battle against plague in Madagascar  
 
 
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations  [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.asean.org/news 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
ASEAN highlights the need for international standards 
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   YANGON, 27 October 2017 – Around 50 participants took part in a seminar that discussed the 
importance and benefits of international standards and conformity assessment. The seminar is a 
joint event of International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC), Physikalisch-Technische 
Bundesanstalt (PTB) - the National Metrology Institute of Germany, and the Department of 
Research and Innovation of Myanmar. [...] 
 
 
European Commission [to 28 October 2017] 
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1 
23/10/2017    
The EU pledges additional €30 million for the Rohingya crisis at Geneva donors' 
conference  
   European Commission - Press release Geneva, 23 October 2017 The European Commission has 
announced humanitarian and development funds in response to the influx of Rohingya refugees 
from Myanmar to Bangladesh. The European Union today co-hosted in Geneva a 'Pledging 
Conference on the Rohingya Refugee Crisis'.  
 
EU announces €106 million support package for people affected by the crises in Sudan  
   European Commission - Press release Brussels, 23 October 2017 The European Commission has 
announced a €106 million support package - €46 million in humanitarian assistance and €60 
million for development - to directly assist people in Sudan affected by forced displacement, 
undernutrition, disease outbreaks and recurrent extreme climatic conditions.  
 
 
OECD  [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/publicationsdocuments/bydate/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Organization of American States (OAS)   [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.oas.org/en/ 
October 25, 2017 
OAS, UNHCR and Honduras Launch New Regional Initiative to Protect Refugees and 
Reduce Number of Displaced Persons 
   …The Comprehensive Regional Protection and Solutions Framework (MIRPS, for its initials in 
Spanish) is a regional effort to address the complete cycle of displacement: from structural causes 
and solutions in countries of origin to the protection of persons in transit, to the integration and 
solutions in destination countries. 
 
October 23, 2017 
Argentina Ratifies Inter-American Convention on Protecting the Human Rights of 
Older Persons 
 
 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.oic-oci.org/home/?lan=en 
24/10/2017  
Al-Othaimeen: OIC is Implementing String of Measures to achieve 25% mark in intra-
Islamic trade by 2025 
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   Secretary General of the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation Dr. Yousef A. Al-Othaimeen has 
stressed that the General Secretariat of the organization is in the process of implementing  string 
of measures with the aim of consolidating the intra-OIC Member States’ cooperation in the fields 
of trade, investment and tourism towards the achievement of the 25% mark in intra-Islamic trade 
by the year 2025 as adopted by the Tenth Islamic Summit Conference held in Istanbul in April 
2016. 
 
23/10/2017 
OIC Secretary General Stresses Media’s Role in Curbing Hate Speech 
   The Secretary General of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), Dr Youssef A. 
Othaimeen, yesterday made a keynote speech at the fourth international seminar held by the 
OIC-affiliate Independent Permanent Human Rights Commission (IPHRC), in association with the 
Moroccan State Ministry for Human Rights, on the theme “Role of Media in Combating Hate 
Speech”, in Rabat, on 23-24 October 2017. 
 
 
Group of 77  [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.g77.org/ 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by Mr. Andres Cordova, Second Secretary of 
the Permanent Mission of Ecuador to the United Nations, at the ECOSOC Special Meeting on 
"Aftermath of recent hurricanes: achieving a risk-informed and resilient 2030 Agenda" 
(New York, 24 October 2017) 
 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by Ambassador Helena Yánez, Deputy 
Permanent Representative of Ecuador to the United Nations, at the Second Committee of the 
seventy-second session of the UN General Assembly on agenda item 63: Permanent 
sovereignty of the Palestinian people in the occupied Palestinian territory, including 
East Jerusalem, and of the Arab population in the occupied Syrian Golan over their 
natural resources (New York, 23 October 2017) 
 
:::::: 
 
UNCTAD  [to 28 October 2017] 
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives] 
25 Oct 2017 –  
RMT - Continued Investment In Ever Larger Ships, Yet Supply Does Not Create 
Demand, Says United Nations 
 
25 Oct 2017 –  
RMT - Low Shipping Connectivity Makes Weaker Economies More Vulnerable 
 
 
WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives] 
27 October 2017 
United States donates USD 600,000 to enhance negotiating skills of developing 
countries 
   The United States Government is contributing USD 600,000 (approximately CHF 570,000) to 
help developing and least-developed countries (LDCs) participate effectively in global trade 
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negotiations. This donation to the WTO’s Doha Development Agenda Global Trust Fund will 
finance training workshops for officials in Geneva and in the regions to help them better 
understand and implement WTO agreements. Since the creation of the fund in 2001, over 2,500 
workshops have been organized. 

:::::: 

IPU  Inter-Parliamentary Union   [to 28 October 2017] 
https://www.ipu.org/en/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Court of Justice  [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases 
26 October 2017  
Press release No. 2017/33  
   The President of the International Court of Justice tells the General Assembly of “the confidence 
that the international community continues to place in the Court by submitting to it a wide variety 
of disputes”  
 
 
International Criminal Court (ICC)  [to 28 October 2017] 
Trying individuals for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/ 
Press Release 26 October 2017  
ICC holds high-level regional symposium on cooperation and complementarity in 
Niger  
   From 24 to 26 October 2017, the International Criminal Court (ICC or the Court), in close 
cooperation with the authorities of the Republic of Niger, held a high-level regional Symposium on 
cooperation and complementarity in Niamey, Niger. Government delegates from 13 francophone 
countries from Central and West Africa, high-level representatives of the government and judiciary 
of the Republic of the Niger, ICC officials, as well as representatives of regional, 
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations discussed concrete ways of strengthening 
cooperation and complementarity so as to advance international criminal justice in the region… 
 
Press Release 22 October 2017 
International conference addresses challenges of asset recovery  
 
:::::: 
 
World Bank [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
World Bank Group Report: The Geography of Welfare in Benin, Burkina Faso, Côte 
d’Ivoire, and Togo  
An Analysis of Spatial Disparities in Economic Development  
   WASHINGTON, October 26, 2017‒ A new World Bank Group report titled, The Geography of 
Welfare in Benin, Burkina Faso, Côte d’Ivoire, and Togo explains...  
Date: October 26, 2017 Type: Press Release 
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Commodity prices likely to rise further in 2018: World Bank  
Oil prices to average $56 a barrel in 2018, up from 2017 average of $53/bbl  
   WASHINGTON, October 26 - Oil prices are forecast to rise to $56 a barrel in 2018 from $53 this 
year as a result of steadily growing...  
Date: October 26, 2017 Type: Press Release Language: English  
 
World Bank Approves US$35 Million for Clean Energy and Improved Electricity Access 
in Haiti  
   WASHINGTON, October 26, 2017— The World Bank’s Board of Executive Directors approved 
two grants totaling US$35 million to improve access to electricity for more than two million 
Haitians, and to scale-up...  
Date: October 26, 2017 Type: Press Release  
 
Remarks by World Bank Group Senior VP Mohieldin at KPMG: The Importance of Data 
to Achieve the SDGs in an Uncertain World  
World Bank Group Senior Vice-President Mahmoud Mohieldin   
As Prepared for Delivery    Wednesday, October 25 Washington DC  
Date: October 25, 2017 Type: Speeches and Transcripts 
 
Reducing Risks in Developing Countries is Key to Spur Investment and Growth  
   VIENNA, Austria, October 25, 2017—A stable business environment, effective regulations, and 
political stability are among the key drivers of foreign direct investment (FDI) into developing 
countries, according...  
Date: October 25, 2017 Type: Press Release 
 
 
IMF  [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?DateFrom=2017-01-01&DateTo=2017-12-31 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week]  
October 23, 2017 
The Challenges to Sustaining the Global Recovery 
IMF First Deputy Managing Director David Lipton 
Munich, Germany 
 
 
African Development Bank Group  [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Africa-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
22/10/2017  
New World Food Prize Africa Institute to produce Borlaug-Adesina Fellows 
- The World Food Prize Foundation is partnering with President of the African Development Bank, 
Akinwumi Adesina, to establish the World Food Prize Africa Institute. 
   “The World Food Prize-Africa Institute will support young agripreneurs, whom we will call 
Borlaug-Adesina Fellows. This will allow us to strategically continue Dr. Norman Borlaug’s legacy 
of taking agricultural technologies to the farmers, and my philosophy of promoting and engaging 
agriculture as a business,” Adesina announced when he delivered the Laureate Address at a 
Luncheon during the World Food Prize-Borlaug Dialogue Symposium on Friday… 
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Asian Development Bank  [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.adb.org/news/releases 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
27 October 2017 
ADB President Commits More Than $5 Billion to Support New Strategy for Central Asia 
Regional Economic Cooperation 
   ADB President Takehiko Nakao concluded a 3-day visit to Tajikistan today, where he attended 
the 16th Central Asia Regional Economic Cooperation (CAREC) Ministerial Conference. 
 
25 October 2017 
ADB Sells $1.5 Billion 10-Year Global Benchmark Bond 
   ADB returned to the US dollar bond market with the pricing of a $1.5 billion 10-year global 
benchmark bond issue, proceeds of which will be part of ADB’s ordinary capital resources. 
 
25 October 2017 
Strong Asian Intraregional Trade and Investment Improve Economic Resilience 
   Growing trade and investment linkages in Asia and the Pacific help improve the region’s 
economic resilience to uncertainties in the global economic and trade policy environment, 
according to a new ADB report. 
 
24 October 2017 
$1.2 Billion to Help Finance Second Phase Upgrade of Bangladesh International Road 
Corridor 
   ADB's Board of Directors has approved $1.2 billion in finance for the second phase upgrade of 
the Dhaka-Northwest international trade corridor in Bangladesh. 
 
 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank   [to 28 October 2017] 
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 28 October 2017] 
https://www.ifad.org/newsroom/press_release/list/tags/y2017 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 

:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
   We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new research 
and major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, collaborations, and 
initiatives across the human rights, humanitarian response and development spheres of action.  
   This Watch section is intended to be indicative, not exhaustive. We will not include fund raising 
announcements, programs events or appeals, and generally not include content which is primarily 
photo-documentation or video in format. 
 
 

http://www.adb.org/news/releases
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-president-commits-more-5-billion-support-new-strategy-central-asia-regional-economic
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-president-commits-more-5-billion-support-new-strategy-central-asia-regional-economic
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-president-commits-more-5-billion-support-new-strategy-central-asia-regional-economic
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-president-commits-more-5-billion-support-new-strategy-central-asia-regional-economic
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-sells-15-billion-10-year-global-benchmark-bond
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-sells-15-billion-10-year-global-benchmark-bond
https://www.adb.org/news/strong-asian-intraregional-trade-and-investment-improve-economic-resilience
https://www.adb.org/news/strong-asian-intraregional-trade-and-investment-improve-economic-resilience
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-help-finance-second-phase-upgrade-bangladesh-international-road-corridor
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-help-finance-second-phase-upgrade-bangladesh-international-road-corridor
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-help-finance-second-phase-upgrade-bangladesh-international-road-corridor
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-help-finance-second-phase-upgrade-bangladesh-international-road-corridor
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html
https://www.ifad.org/newsroom/press_release/list/tags/y2017


   

 

Action Contre la Faim – Action Against Hunger  [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/en 
[Undated] 
CRISE ROHINGYA : DES ENFANTS LIVRÉS À EUX-MÊME #2 
   Ils ont lutté pour rejoindre ce qu’ils espéraient être un endroit sûr, affamés, parfois seuls, et 
surtout traumatisés d’avoir vu leurs proches assassinés et leurs villages entièrement brûlés. 
   Un mois après le début de l’offensive militaire au Myanmar, près de 240 000 enfants rohingya 
ont rejoint le Bangladesh, soit plus de la moitié de la population totale. 
   Ils ont échappé au danger immédiat. Mais à cause de la rapidité et l’ampleur du chaos généré 
par la fuite d’un demi-million de Rohingya, la peur persiste quant à l’avenir de ces enfants, pour 
certains devenus orphelins… 
 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 28 October 2017] 
http://amref.org/news/news/ 
24/10/2017 
Amref Health Africa Partners with WHO-AFRO to Train Malaria Microscopists 
   The recent outbreak of malaria in more than five counties in Kenya has brought to light the 
reality that a great deal needs to be done to improve the quality of diagnosis, treatment and 
prevention of this deadly disease.   
 
 
Aravind Eye Care System  [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.aravind.org/default/currentnewscontent 
http://amref.org/news/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
  
BRAC  [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.brac.net/#news 
Monday, 23 October 2017 00:00  
BRAC appeals for forcibly displaced people from Myanmar at Geneva  
   BRAC’s executive director calls on global leaders to act against fastest growing humanitarian 
crisis 
 
 
CARE International  [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases 
23rd Oct 2017     
Greece: Asylum Seekers in Abysmal Conditions on Islands 
   Prime Minister should end the Greek government’s “containment policy” of confining asylum 
seekers. 
 
 
Clubhouse International  [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 28 October 2017] 
https://www.drc.dk/news 
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NEWS 
DRC provides clean water for South Sudanese refugees in Uganda 
26.10.2017 
   With more than 1 million South Sudanese refugees in Uganda, the need for services is 
immense. The Danish Refugee Council has installed permanent water systems in order to ensure 
clean drinking water for the many people seeking ... 
 
Greece: Asylum Seekers in Abysmal Conditions on Islands 
23.10.2017 
   Groups - including the Danish Refugee Council - press the Greek prime minister Alexis Tsipras 
for transfers of refugees from islands to the Greek mainland.  
 
 
ECPAT  [to 28 October 2017]  
http://www.ecpat.net/news 
Rome – October 2017 
ECPAT warns of “industrial scale” of child online abuse” 
   ECPAT International has warned that countries must act immediately to counter the rise of the    
“dark new threat” of the online sexual exploitation of children. 
   “This is a huge problem, with children being exploited on an industrial scale,” said Dorothy 
Rozga, Executive Director of ECPAT International at the Ponitifcal Gregorian University in Rome. 
“The Internet and digital technology has enabled those who would harm children by making it 
easier and more efficient for abusers to produce, access and share child sexual abuse material, 
find likeminded offenders, and reduce their risk of detection.”  
   Rozga was addressing high-level members of the Vatican and experts in the crime of child 
sexual exploitation and abuse… 
 
 
Fountain House  [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Handicap International  [to 28 October 2017]  
http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Heifer International  [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HelpAge International  [to 28 October 2017]  
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
ICRC  [to 28 October 2017] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports  
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No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFRC   [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/press-releases/ 
Asia Pacific, Bangladesh, Myanmar 
IFRC Secretary General announces dramatic expansion of Red Cross Red Crescent 
relief operation in Cox’s Bazar 
   Cox’s Bazar/Geneva, 26 October 2017— The Secretary General of the International Federation 
of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) has made an impassioned plea for more support 
for people fleeing violence in Myanmar’s Rakhine State. Speaking at … 
26 October 2017 
 
Asia Pacific, Bangladesh, Myanmar 
IFRC Secretary General visits Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh 
   Geneva/Cox’s Bazar, 24 October – The Secretary General of the International Federation of Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC), Elhadj As Sy, arrives tomorrow in Cox’s Bazar, 
Bangladesh where Red Cross and Red Crescent operations are continuing … 
24 October 2017 
 
 
IRC  International Rescue Committee  [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 
Selected Press Releases & Statements 
Press Release  
New Data from The International Rescue Committee Reveals Refugees in U.S. 
Outperforming National Averages on Auto Loan Repayments 
October 26, 2017  
 
Press Release  
The IRC responds to planned vetting expansion and partial Travel Ban expiration  
October 24, 2017  
 
Statement  
Queen Rania of Jordan denounces global inaction in face of Rohingya Muslims, urges 
greater international response 
October 23, 2017  
 
Press Release  
Rohingya refugee crisis majorly underfunded in all areas of need 
October 23, 2017  
 
Press Release  
Greece: asylum seekers in abysmal conditions on islands 
October 23, 2017  
 
 
IRCT  [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.irct.org/ 
No new digest content identified.  
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Islamic Relief   [to 28 October 2017]  
http://www.islamic-relief.org/ 
Blogs 
[Undated] 
“Islamic Relief was my family” 
   October 2017 marks 25 years since Islamic Relief opened an office in Bosnia-Herzegovina. Dr 
Ismail Palić, Professor at the University of Sarajevo, recalls his experience of working with Islamic 
Relief during the early years. 
 
 
Landsea   [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified.  
 
 
Medecins du Monde   [to 28 October 2017]  
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 28 October 2017]  
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/news-stories/press/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Mercy Corps [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
Somalia, October 23, 2017 
Mercy Corps: Weak Rains And Twice As Many People On Brink Of Famine Spell Danger 
For Somalia  
Global organization calls for renewed support to avert another human tragedy  
   Mogadishu, Somalia –The global organization Mercy Corps warns that two years of disrupted 
weather patterns in Somalia is straining food and water resources as forecasts indicate that rains 
expected now will be inadequate for the fourth rainy season. With the country still reeling from its 
worst-ever terrorist attack, drought has become another deadly threat: almost 100,000 children 
are at risk of death and some 800,000 people are on the brink of famine. Mercy Corps calls for 
urgent humanitarian assistance to prevent another human catastrophe… 
 
 
Operation Smile  [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office 
Program Schedule 
Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve every 
opportunity for safe surgical care.  
 
 
OXFAM [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases 
26 October 2017 
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Winnie Byanyima Appointed to Global Economic Transformation Commission Led by 
Nobel Laureates Joseph Stiglitz, Michael Spence 
   Oxfam International Executive Director Winnie Byanyima has been appointed to a new 
"Commission on Global Economic Transformation" led by Nobel Prize-winning economists Joseph 
Stiglitz and Michael Spence, initiated by the Institute for New Economic Thinking (INET). 
 
More funds needed to help Rohingya women who have fled rape and violence 
23 October 2017 
    More than 300,000 women and girls who have fled rape and violence are not getting the 
protection and help they need because of lack of funds. 
 
Greece: asylum seekers in abysmal conditions on islands 
23 October 2017 
   Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras should end the Greek government’s “containment policy” of 
confining asylum seekers to the Aegean islands, 19 human rights and humanitarian aid 
organizations said in an open letter released today. 
 
 
Norwegian Refugee Council   [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.nrc.no/ 
Published 27. Oct 2017   Central African Republic 
UN visit to the Central African Republic must serve as wake-up call 
    “The UN Secretary General’s visit to the Central African Republic must serve as a wake-up call 
for the whole international community. There still is time to stop the country from sliding down 
into the abyss the population had hoped to escape,” said Country Director for the Norwegian 
Refugee Council, Eric Batonon.  
 
Published 26. Oct 2017  Iraq  
Thousands flee Anbar in advance of military operation on the last ISIS stronghold in 
Iraq 
   Erbil, Iraq - Over 10,000 have arrived to displacement camps close to Ramadi, Anbar province, 
since the beginning of October according to the Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC), who provides 
emergency aid to these people.  
 
Published 23. Oct 2017  DR Congo  
UN ‘Level 3 emergency’ declared in DR Congo highlights scale of crisis 
   The United Nations’ activation of its highest level of emergency for the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo (DRC) will allow lifesaving resources to be channelled to the under-funded crisis.  
 
 
Pact  [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.pactworld.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Partners In Health  [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.pih.org/blog 
Oct 20, 2017  
Refugee Camp Eye-Opening for UGHE Students  
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    Orderly lines of homes and shelters stretch far down crowded, uniform roads at Mahama 
Refugee Camp in southeastern Rwanda, where more than 55,000 people have arrived since 2015 
after fleeing political unrest and violence in Burundi.  
 
 
PATH  [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.path.org/news/index.php 
Press release | October 24, 2017 
Global Alliance Releases New Tools to Guide Evidence-based Solutions Across Health, 
Development, and Environment 
   London, United Kingdom, October 25, 2017 — The Bridge Collaborative, a global alliance of 90 
organizations from 23 countries, today released two new tools to assist decision-makers solving 
big challenges facing health, development, and the environment. 
   The Bridge Collaborative Practitioner’s Guide on Principles and Guidance for Cross-sector Action 
Planning and Evidence Evaluation and the policy-focused Call to Action for Health, Environment, 
and Development Leaders were developed to accelerate progress towards building a shared, 
cross-sector evidence base that informs strategies, shapes policies, and directs funding decisions 
to achieve concrete solutions. These resources are available at: 
www.bridgecollaborativeglobal.org... 
 
Press release | October 23, 2017 
US leadership and sustained funding urgently needed to prevent pandemics 
New PATH report warns that gains from investments to stop Ebola and Zika outbreaks are at risk 
    Washington, DC, October 24, 2017 — Recent progress made in protecting Americans and 
people around the world from pandemics is at risk of being lost if US support is not sustained, 
PATH warns in a new report titled “Healthier World, Safer America: A US Government Roadmap 
for International Action to Prevent the Next Pandemic.” Programs established or strengthened 
with supplemental funding to thwart outbreaks of Ebola and Zika face a drastic cut in funding if 
the US administration and Congress do not act to protect these investments. 
   “Unfortunately, global health security funding too often comes in reaction to a crisis rather than 
ahead of time, when we can make more cost-effective and sustainable investments in systems 
that help stop disease outbreaks at their source, before they spread to our shores,” said Carolyn 
Reynolds, Vice President of Policy and Advocacy at PATH. “The US and the world are just 
beginning to reap the benefits of efforts made post-Ebola. Now is not the time to step back.”… 
 
 
Plan International  [to 28 October 2017] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Save The Children [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/c.8rKLIXMGIpI4E/b.9506653/k.C303/Press_Releases_2017/a
pps/nl/newsletter2.asp 
Selected Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SOS-Kinderdorf International  [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/about-sos/press/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
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Tostan  [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.tostan.org 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Women for Women International  [to 28 October 2017]  
http://www.womenforwomen.org/press-releases 
October 23, 2017 
Women’s Empowerment Requires a Holistic Approach  
   Women for Women International (WfWI) has been working with marginalized women in 
communities impacted by conflict and war through a holistic program that addresses their multi-
faceted lives for nearly 25 years. Here is why our model works.  
 
 
World Vision  [to 28 October 2017] 
http://wvi.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
::::: 
 
Freedom House [to 28 October 2017] 
https://freedomhouse.org/news 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Research 
Press Releases 
Iran: Harsh Measures against a Former President, Dual Nationals 
October 25, 2017 
   In response to an Iranian court sentencing a public health researcher to death for alleged 
espionage, and authorities’ recent apparent house arrest of former Iranian president Mohammad 
Khatami, Freedom House issued a statement. 
 
Press Releases 
Freedom House and Partners Launch Project to Rebuild Support for Democracy 
October 19, 2017 
   Freedom House, the George W. Bush Institute, the Penn Biden Center for Diplomacy and Global 
Engagement today announced a project aimed at rebuilding strong bipartisan, public support in 
defense of democracy at home and abroad. 
 
 
Transparency International  [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases/ 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Research 
No new digest content identified. 
 
::::: 
 
ChildFund Alliance  [to 28 October 2017] 
https://childfundalliance.org/ 
October 20, 2017  
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Governments need to take action as 9 out of 10 children living in extreme poverty will 
be in Africa by 2030  
   From 23-25 October, researchers and NGOs at the Putting Children First conference in Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia, will call on governments to take forward the ambitious 
 
 
CONCORD  [to 28 October 2017] 
http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/ 
[European NGO confederation for relief and development] 
Oct 26, 2017  
El Salvador Declaration of the Peoples of Europe and Latin America and the Caribbean 
   The Declaration outlines civil society’s main recommendations for their governments in the 
framework of the bi-regional relations. It was developed together with many civil society 
organisations from both continents in September and October 2017. 
 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre 
 [Action Aid, Age International, British Red Cross, CAFOD, Care International, Christian Aid, 
Concern Worldwide, Islamic Relief, Oxfam, Plan UK, Save the Children, Tearfund and World  
Selected Press Releases and Major Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
The Elders  [to 28 October 2017] 
http://theelders.org/news-media 
Opinion Ernesto Zedillo 24 October 2017  
The US must end its paralysis and punish South Sudan's war criminals 
   Writing in Newsweek to coincide with Ambassador Nikki Haley's visit to the region, Ernesto 
Zedillo calls on the United States to take firm steps to end impunity for war crimes in South 
Sudan. 
 
Press release 24 October 2017  
The Elders call on Myanmar to allow return of displaced Rohingya 
   The Elders urge the government of Myanmar and military leaders to end all military operations 
and to fully implement the final report of the Rakhine Commission in order to allow hundreds of 
thousands of displaced Rohingya to return to their homes. 
 
 
END Fund   [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.end.org/news 
Selected Press Releases and Major Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Evidence Aid   [to 28 October 2017] 
www.evidenceaid.org  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gavi [to 28 October 2017] 
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http://www.gavi.org/library/news/press-releases/ 
26 October 2017 
Substantial decline in global measles deaths, but disease still kills 90,000 per year 
Joint news release CDC/Gavi/UNICEF/WHO. 
[See Milestones above for more detail] 
 
24 October 2017 
Gavi and the Aspen Institute to strengthen health management capacity in developing 
countries 
Malawi will be the first country to benefit from the new partnership 
Geneva, 24 October 2017 – Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance and the Aspen Institute have joined forces 
to strengthen national leadership, management and coordination of Malawi’s immunisation 
programme through the Aspen Management Partnership for Health (AMP Health). The partnership 
will improve managerial capacity to support Gavi’s mission to ensure that every child in Malawi is 
protected with life-saving vaccines…  
 
Throughout 2016, Gavi began to roll out a series of interventions aimed at strengthening 
Expanded Programme for Immunization (EPI) teams and national coordination forums. This 
included embedding peer coaches within the EPI teams in Malawi and Papua New Guinea, for 
example. This initiative is run in partnership with the Aspen Management Partnership for Health 
and Dalberg Global Development Advisors. We also developed a set of tools and training courses 
to help strengthen the capacity of coordination forums. 
 
A new training programme for EPI managers will combine a mentoring component with online 
learning and in-person group sessions. We will further boost the management capacity of EPI 
teams by funding critical positions for a time-limited period. 
 
The partnership between Gavi and the Aspen Institute seeks to address these challenges by 
embedding a management partner into Malawi’s immunisation team, who will coach staff and 
build capacity to improve the performance of the immunisation programme.    
 
“At Gavi we know that effective management of immunisation programmes is key to building 
strong health systems and extending those systems to reach all children who desperately need 
them”, said Dr Seth Berkley, CEO of Gavi. “Our partnership with the Aspen Institute is one of 
many innovative investments in effective management that Gavi is rolling out. Aspen’s leadership 
and management expertise will be an important boost to our mission to ensure no child goes 
without lifesaving vaccines”, he added…. 
 
 
Global Fund [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/?topic=&type=NEWS;&country= 
News  
Global Fund Names Finalist Candidates for Executive Director  
23 October 2017  
   The Global Fund Board named four finalist candidates for Executive Director, and is scheduled 
to select one at a Board meeting on 14 November 2017.  
  :: Simon Bland is the Director of the New York Office of the Joint United Nations Programme on 
HIV/AIDS. He served as the Chair of the Global Fund Board from 2011 to 2013. Formerly, he 
worked for three decades at the Department for International Development of the United 
Kingdom, and led its operations in Kenya. 
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   :: Frannie Leautier is the former Senior Vice President of the African Development Bank where 
she was a key member of President Adesina’s transition team. Previously, she was Chief Executive 
Officer of the African Capacity Building Foundation, after a successful career at the World Bank, 
during which she spent time as Chief of Staff to President Wolfensohn, and ran the World Bank 
Institute, the institution’s capacity building branch. 
   :: Peter Sands is the former Group Chief Executive of Standard Chartered Bank. He began his 
career at McKinsey & Company. After having spent a sustained period leading a major bank with 
global operations in relevant countries, he has held a fellowship at Harvard, and immersed himself 
in a range of global public health projects. 
   :: Anil Soni is a senior executive at Mylan, the global pharmaceutical company, co-leading 
development, sales, and partnerships for medicines to prevent and treat HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, 
malaria and hepatitis C. He was closely involved in the early years of the Global Fund as an 
adviser to Richard Feachem, after which he led the advocacy work of Friends of the Global Fight 
in Washington, DC. He spent six years at the Clinton Health Access Initiative, latterly as its Chief 
Executive. 
 
 
Hilton Prize Coalition [to 28 October 2017] 
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/ 
An Alliance of Hilton Prize Recipients 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ICVA - International Council of Voluntary Agencies   [to 28 October 2017] 
https://icvanetwork.org/ 
October 2017 
The New Way of Working Examined: An ICVA briefing paper 
    This briefing paper is based on the ICVA network’s participation in several NWoW-focused 
events held in 2016 and 2017, a review of a variety of documents, and a series of stakeholder 
interviews. ICVA_NWoW_Briefing_paper.pdf 
 
 
INEE – an international network for education in emergencies   [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.ineesite.org/en/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
InterAction  [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.interaction.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Start Network [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.start-network.org/news-blog/#.U9U_O7FR98E 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action 
(ALNAP)     [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.alnap.org/ 
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No new digest content identified. 
 
  
CHS Alliance  [to 28 October 2017] 
http://chsalliance.org/news-events/news 
23/10/2017 
The CHS Alliance welcomes seven new members 
   The CHS Alliance is pleased to welcome seven new members: CCS Italia Centro Cooperazione 
Sviluppo Onlus, New Millenium Hope Development Organization (NMHDO), Scottish Catholic 
International Aid Fund (SCIAF), ShelterBox, Siiqqee Women’s Development Association (SWDA), 
Swedish Mission Council and Women’s Aid Organisation.  
 
23/10/2017 
Two introductory webinar sessions about the CHCF and competency-based HR 
   The CHS Alliance is currently working to promote the use of competency based HR and the 
CHCF in NGOs in the Kenya and DRC, as such we are is pleased to announce the introductory 
webinar sessions for HR staff and Managers.  
 
22/10/2017 
“It is really engaging if you want accountability to happen” 
   From 16 to 19 October the CHS Alliance hosted a Training of Trainers workshop on the Core 
Humanitarian Standard on Quality and Accountability (CHS) in Geneva. In total 15 persons from 
all walks of the humanitarian sector participated in the four-day training with the aim to learn 
more about the CHS and become able to train their colleagues and others on the CHS.  
 
 
Development Initiatives   [to 28 October 2017] 
http://devinit.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
EHLRA/R2HC   [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
The Sphere Project [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.sphereproject.org/news/ 
26 October 2017 | Sphere Project 
Localizing Sphere: Chile and the Philippines integrate Sphere standards into national 
disaster response systems 
   Facing a host of natural hazards and recurring emergencies, both Chile and the Philippines have 
recently taken steps to embed the Sphere standards into national regulations on emergency 
response. 
 
 
Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP)  [to 28 October 2017] 
https://phap.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
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Center for Global Development    [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center 
10/26/17 
An Index of Regulatory Practices for Financial Inclusion in Latin America: Enablers, 
Promoters, and Preventers - Working Paper 468 
Liliana Rojas-Suarez and Lucía Pacheco  
   This paper constructs an index of regulatory quality for improving financial inclusion for the 
purpose of assessing and comparing the quality of rules and regulations in a sample of eight Latin 
American countries. 
 
Estimating the SDGs' Demand for Innovation - Working Paper 469 
10/26/17 
Charles Kenny and Dev Patel  
   How much innovation will be needed to meet the United Nations’ Sustainable Development 
Goals? Our results suggest that (i) best performers are considerably outperforming the average 
performance at a given income level, suggesting considerable progress could be achieved through 
policy change but that (ii) the targets set in the SDGs are unlikely to be met by 2030 without very 
rapid, ubiquitous technological progress alongside economic growth. 
 
The Perils of Partial Attribution: Let’s All Play for Team Development 
10/26/17 
Lant Pritchett  
   The debate about whether it is more important to have good individual statistics or be a team 
player that contributes to overall victory is hugely important in development today. 
 
SEWA Gitanjali Cooperative: A Social Enterprise in the Making 
10/23/17 
Mayra Buvinic , Tanvi Jaluka and Megan O'Donnell  
   In 1995, India’s Self-Employed Women’s Association (SEWA) organized women waste pickers in 
Ahmedabad into a cooperative to improve their working conditions and livelihoods. Over time, this 
informal arrangement evolved into Gitanjali—a women-owned and -run social enterprise. With 
support from key partners, Gitanjali has generated social value, providing its members with safe 
and dignified work while increasing their earnings. While Gitanjali faces challenges in becoming a 
fully self-sufficient social enterprise, its experience offers insights for other initiatives seeking to 
provide opportunities for women to transition from informal to formal work. 
 
Urban Water Disinfection and Mortality Decline in Developing Countries - Working 
Paper 467 
10/23/17 
Sonia R. Bhalotra , Alberto Diaz-Cayeros , Grant Miller , Alfonso Miranda and Atheendar S. 
Venkataramani  
   We analyzed a large-scale municipal water disinfection program in Mexico in 1991 that rapidly 
increased access to chlorinated water. Our results suggest that childhood diarrheal disease 
mortality in Mexico would have declined by 86 percent if all municipalities had good quality 
infrastructure—a decline consistent with historical experience. 
 
 
ODI   [to 28 October 2017] 
https://www.odi.org/media-hub/press-room 
Selected Reports  
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Chinese light manufacturing and outward investment into Africa and Asia  
Working and discussion papers | October 2017 | Stephen Gelb and Linda Calabrese 
   Opportunities remain for low-cost manufacturing within China, despite rising wages. Other 
developing countries will need to do more to compete. 
 
What drives Chinese outward manufacturing investment? A review of enabling factors 
in Africa and Asia  
Working and discussion papers | October 2017 | Linda Calabrese, Stephen Gelb and Jun Hou 
   Changing conditions in Chinese manufacturing pose an opportunity for developing countries in 
Africa and Asia to attract Chinese foreign direct investment. 
 
 
Urban Institute   [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.urban.org/about/media 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Economic Forum    [to 28 October 2017] 
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/ 
News 25Oct 2017  
Migration in Cities: New Report Examines the Challenges and How to Address Them  
   :: The World Economic Forum has released its new report on Migration and Cities covering the 
different types and causes of migration, with a particular focus on its impact on cities around the 
world and how they can be better prepared. 
   :: The report includes 22 case studies from the most affected cities in each region of the world. 
These look at the solutions implemented or initiated to meet the needs of the migrant population, 
particularly in the delivery of vital urban infrastructure and services – housing, education, health, 
employment, integration and social cohesion, and safety and security. 
   :: It explores the role of the migrant community, government, the private sector, international 
organizations and wider civil society in addressing the issue of migration in cities, and includes a 
call for action for city leaders to better prepare themselves for migration. 
   :: The complete report is available here and more information is provided in our blog. 
 
 

*                      *                       *                        * 
 

 

:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will primarily monitor press/media releases announcing key initiatives and new research from 
a growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, humanitarian 
response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended to be exhaustive, 
but indicative.  
 
 

Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 28 October 2017] 
https://www.alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
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Annie E. Casey Foundation   [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/ 
Posted October 24, 2017 
New Report Shows Racial Barriers Prevent Children of Color and Immigrant Children 
from Reaching Potential, Postrecession 
   The Casey Foundation's 2017 Race for Results report reveals persistent disparities for children 
of color and kids in immigrant families. The report urges lawmakers to back policies that level the 
playing field for all kids. 
 
 
Blue Meridian Partners [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/ 
Blue Meridian Partners is a new capital aggregation collaboration that plans to invest at least $1 
billion in high-performance nonprofits that are poised to have truly national impact for 
economically disadvantaged children and youth.  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clinton Foundation  [to 28 October 2017] 
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements 
Press Release   October 27, 2017  
76-Ton Airlift of Medicine and Medical Supplies Lands in Puerto Rico 
44 Companies Step Up to Address Severe Shortages  
 
Press Release  October 26, 2017  
Clinton Foundation, Johns Hopkins to Co-Host Summit on the Opioid Epidemic October 
30 at Bloomberg School of Public Health 
 
 
Ford Foundation  [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.fordfoundation.org/?filter=News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 28 October 2017] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/ 
GHIT was set up in 2012 with the aim of developing new tools to tackle infectious diseases that 
devastate the world’s poorest people. Other funders include six Japanese pharmaceutical •   
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

Grameen Foundation    [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.grameenfoundation.org/news-events/press-room 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  [to 28 October 2017] 
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/ 
October 26, 2017  
Partisan animosity is at a high. Is progress still possible?   
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   Launched in 2014, the Hewlett Foundation’s Madison Initiative focuses on strengthening 
democracy and its institutions – Congress, in particular – to be more effective in a polarized age. 
The initiative is nonpartisan in its approach and supports organizations across the ideological 
spectrum – think tanks, advocacy groups, academic researchers and civic leadership 
organizations  – who…  
 
October 24, 2017  
Charmaine Mercer joins Hewlett Foundation as program officer for education   
   MENLO PARK, Calif. — Charmaine Mercer has joined the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation 
as a program officer in the Education Program. Kent McGuire, director of the Hewlett Foundation’s 
Education Program, said the following about the appointment: I am delighted to announce that 
Charmaine Mercer is joining us as a program officer in the Education Program. ...  
 
 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
Our News 
Program Related Investments: A Powerful Complement to Grantmaking 
Homelessness October 20, 2017  
The Value of Investing in Program Related Investments  
 
 
IKEA Foundation    [to 28 October 2017] 
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/category/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 28 October 2017] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news 
Oct 27 2017  
Research 
300 Neurons Traced in Extensive Brain Wiring Map 
Summary 
A vast effort by a team of Janelia Research Campus scientists is rapidly increasing the number of 
fully-traced neurons in the mouse brain. Researchers everywhere can now browse and download 
the 3-D data. 
 
Oct 25 2017  
Research 
New Enzyme Rewrites the Genome 
Summary 
A new type of DNA editing enzyme, developed in HHMI Investigator David Liu’s lab, lets scientists 
directly and permanently change single base pairs of DNA from A•T to G•C. The process could 
one day enable precise DNA surgery to correct mutations that cause human diseases. 
 
 
Kaiser Family Foundation     [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.kff.org/search/?post_type=press-release  
October 27, 2017 News Release  
ANALYSIS: ACA Silver Plan Premium Increases from 7% to 38% Attributed to End of 
Cost-Sharing Payments 
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   Insurers factored in premium increases ranging from 7 percent to 38 percent exclusively in 
silver plans to absorb the financial impact of the loss of cost-sharing reduction payments from the 
federal government, a new Kaiser Family Foundation analysis finds. The approach, used by 
insurers in many states, shields consumers from… 
 
 
Aga Khan Foundation   [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation 
18 October 2017  
His Highness the Aga Khan receives Champion for Global Change Award  
 
 
Kellogg Foundation  [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media#pp=10&p=1&f1=news 
Oct. 23, 2017 
In Tribute: Honoring the life and legacy of Dr. Russell G. Mawby, legendary leader and 
friend of philanthropy 
The foundation mourns the passing of Dr. Russell G. Mawby, retired chief executive officer and 
chair of the board of trustees of the W.K. Kellogg Foundation  
   Today we honor the distinguished and lifelong philanthropic leadership of Dr. Russell G. Mawby, 
who passed away on Oct. 20, 2017. With more than a quarter century of service to the W.K. 
Kellogg Foundation (WKKF), Mawby served as chief executive officer and chair of the board of 
trustees from 1970-1995…. 
 
 
MacArthur Foundation  [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.macfound.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation [to 28 October 2017] 
https://www.moore.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Open Society Foundation  [to 28 October 2017] 
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/issues/media-information 
October 23, 2017  
The Theater Challenging One of the World’s Most Repressive Governments  
Rashida Bumbray  
   The Belarus Free Theatre has long been a monument to democracy and human rights—and the 
target of one of the world’s worst dictatorships. Cofounder Natalia Kaliada explains why, despite 
the persecution, the show goes on. 
 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation  [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.packard.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Pew Charitable Trusts  [to 28 October 2017] 
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http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 28 October 2017] 
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/about-us/news-media/ 
October 26, 2017  
In an Effort to Bridge Political Divide, The Rockefeller Foundation Grants $1M to 
StoryCorps to Spark Meaningful Conversations between Opposing Viewpoints  
   New undertaking will be archived at the Library of Congress    
 
Report: Two-Thirds of Food Wasted at Home in Three Major U.S. Cities is Edible  
   October 25, 2017 Pair of Reports Also Reveals 68 Million More Meals Annually Could Potentially 
Be Donated to People in Need Across NYC, Denver and Nashville    
 
The Rockefeller Foundation Launches Demand-Driven Training Toolkit to Improve 
Youth Employability   
   Johannesburg – 19 October 2017 – Since the launch of its Digital Jobs Africa Initiative in 2013 
at the World Economic Forum, the Rockefeller Foundation has worked extensively to mobilize 
sustainable job opportunities and skills training for youth in Africa.  With an investment of 
USD100m, the Initiative has had a significant impact with over 150,000 disadvantaged youth 
trained and more than 55,000 placed in ICT enabled jobs. 
   Today the Foundation, together with Making Cents International, launched the Demand-Driven 
Training toolkit, whose main aim is to enhance disadvantaged youth skills to make them more 
employable… 
 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom/news-releases.html 
October 24, 2017  
Discrimination Pervades Daily Life, Affects Health Across Groups in the U.S., 
NPR/Harvard/RWJF Poll Shows 
   An NPR/Harvard T. H. Chan School of Public Health/Robert Wood Johnson Foundation poll 
reveals how much discrimination affects the lives of eight groups of people in America and drives 
decisions that influence their health, safety, and well-being. 
 
Promoting Social and Emotional Learning in the Middle and High School Years 
October 27, 2017 Brief  
   The effects of social emotional learning on adolescent development appear to be important, but 
somewhat smaller than those of programs for younger children. 
 
How Supportive Housing Uplifts Families in Crisis 
October 26, 2017 Blog Post Kerry Anne McGeary  
   The power of system-transforming programs like Keeping Families Together help families 
change their lives for the better. 
 
Why Discrimination Is a Health Issue 
October 24, 2017 Blog Post David R. Williams  
   Social Scientist David Williams provides an overview of the physiological response to health-
harming stress and why good educations or higher-paying jobs don't necessarily protect from its 
effects.  
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Science Philanthropy Alliance   [to 28 October 2017] 
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/ 
“…a group of organizations working together to increase philanthropic support for basic scientific 
research on a global basis…” 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SDG Philanthropy Platform 
http://sdgfunders.org/conversation/ 
SDG Philanthropy Platform is a collaboration between philanthropy and the greater international 
development community led by Foundation Center, United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) and Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, and supported by the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, 
Ford Foundation and the MasterCard Foundation, the Brach Family Foundation, and other key 
organizations such as Asociación de Fundaciones Empresariales (AFE) in Colombia, Brach Family 
Charitable Foundation, CAF America, Council on Foundations, East Africa Association of 
Grantmakers (EAAG), European Foundation Centre, Filantropi Indonesia (FI), GlobalGiving, The 
Humanitarian Forum, World Congress of Muslim Philanthropists, and Worldwide Initiatives for 
Grantmaker Support (WINGS). 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation 
https://sloan.org/about/press 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 28 October 2017] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
No new digest content identified. 

 
 
*                       *                       *                        * 
 

 

:: Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in 
human rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be 
exhaustive. We will add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon 
recommendation from readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content but 
note that successful access to some of the articles and other content may require subscription or 
other access arrangement unique to the publisher. Please suggest additional journals you feel 
warrant coverage. 
 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
October 01, 2017 Volume 45, Issue 10, p1057-1174, e103-e118  
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
November 2017 Volume 53, Issue 5, p567-744, e155-e200  
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current  
Research Articles 
Vaccination Coverage of Adolescents With Chronic Medical Conditions 
Annika M. Hofstetter, Stewin Camargo, Karthik Natarajan, Susan L. Rosenthal, Melissa S. 
Stockwell 
p680–688 
Published online: September 16, 2017 
Abstract 
Introduction 
Adolescents with chronic medical conditions (CMCs) are at increased risk of vaccine-preventable 
infections. Little is known about their vaccine uptake. 
Methods 
This retrospective cohort study included 3,989 adolescents aged 11–17 years receiving care at 
academically affiliated pediatric clinics between August 2011 and June 2013. Data were 
abstracted from the medical center’s electronic health record and immunization registry in 2014. 
Vaccination coverage, timeliness, and missed opportunities were evaluated and analyzed in 2015–
2016. 
Results 
Adolescents with CMCs had lower human papillomavirus vaccination initiation than those without 
CMCs (81.3% vs 85.0%), although this difference was only observed in stratified analysis among 
males (adjusted relative risk=0.90, 95% CI=0.85, 0.96), aged 13–17 years (adjusted relative 
risk=0.94, 95% CI=0.91, 0.98), and those with more primary care visits (adjusted relative 
risk=0.94, 95% CI=0.91, 0.98). Adolescents with CMCs had greater influenza vaccination 
coverage and timeliness than those without CMCs (2011–2012 season: 66.9% vs 50.1%; adjusted 
hazards ratio=1.27, 95% CI=1.15, 1.40; 2012–2013 season: 73.8% vs 64.5%; adjusted hazards 
ratio=1.20, 95% CI=1.10, 1.31). Only 32.1% and 18.2% of eligible adolescents had received 
pneumococcal polysaccharide and 13-valent pneumococcal conjugate vaccines, respectively. 
Missed opportunities were higher among adolescents with versus without CMCs for human 
papillomavirus vaccination initiation (4.2 vs 2.7, p<0.001), meningococcal vaccination (4.0 vs 2.9, 
p<0.001), and influenza vaccination (2011–2012 season: 2.1 vs 1.7, p<0.001; 2012–2013 
season: 2.0 vs 1.6, p<0.001). Missed opportunities for pneumococcal vaccination were common. 
Conclusions 
Pockets of undervaccination and missed opportunities exist among adolescents with CMCs. 
Greater, more timely influenza vaccination suggests that optimal vaccination of high-risk 
adolescents is possible. 
 
Current Issues 
Translating Economic Evidence for Public Health: Knowledge Brokers and the 
Interactive Systems Framework 
Richard W. Puddy, Diane M. Hall 
e185–e189 
Abstract 
The May 2016 special issue of the American Journal of Preventive Medicine on using economics to 
inform U.S. public health policy highlighted several ways that economics has been used in public 
health and suggested additional opportunities to accelerate public health impact.1 This special 
issue was a first of its kind, and was much needed, long overdue, and highlighted the 
contributions of economics in informing public health policy. Furthering this work requires 
sustained momentum and a broader application of economics to U.S. 
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American Journal of Public Health 
November 2017  107(11) 
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
ROLE OF LAW 
Advancing the Right to Health—The Vital Role of Law 
Lawrence O. Gostin, Roger S. Magnusson, Rüdiger Krech, David W. Patterson, Steven A. Solomon, 
Derek Walton, Gian Luca Burci, Katharina Ó Cathaoir, Sarah A. Roache and Marie-Paule Kieny 
107(11), pp. 1755–1756 
[No abstract] 
 
 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
Volume 97, Issue 3, 2017 Suppl, 2017  
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
17 October 2017 Vol: 167, Issue 8  
http://annals.org/aim/issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed 28 October 2017) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Global Health 
January 2017; volume 2, issue 1 
http://gh.bmj.com/content/2/1?current-issue=y 

[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 28 October 2017) 
Research article 
The impact of patient advisors on healthcare outcomes: a systematic review  
Patient advisory councils are a way for healthcare organizations to promote patient engagement. 
Despite mandates to implement patient advisory councils through programs like the Patient-
Centered Medical Home (PCMH), there is a paucity of data measuring the impact of patients 
functioning in advisory roles. Our objective is to investigate whether patient engagement in 
patient advisory councils is linked to improvements in clinical quality, patient safety or patient 
satisfaction. 
Anjana E. Sharma, Margae Knox, Victor L. Mleczko and J. Nwando Olayiwola 
Published on: 23 October 2017 
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BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 28 October 2017) 
Research article 
Spatio-temporal pattern analysis for evaluation of the spread of human infections 
with avian influenza A(H7N9) virus in China, 2013–2014  
Wen Dong, Kun Yang, Quanli Xu, Lin Liu and Juan Chen 
Published on: 24 October 2017 
 
 
BMC Medical Ethics  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 
(Accessed 28 October 2017)  
Research article 
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Protecting human subjects from being exploited is one of the main ethical challenges for clinical 
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hosting the research. Recently, attention has focused on the most efficient way of carrying out 
clinical research, so that it benefits society by providing valuable research while simultaneously 
protecting and respecting the human subjects and the communities where the research is 
conducted. Collaboration between partners plays an important role and that is why we carried out 
a study to describe how collaborative partnership and social value are emerging in clinical 
research. 
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In Japan, the number of elderly individuals living alone is continuing to increase as society ages. 
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challenges faced by adolescent girls and women in emergency contexts, and on appropriate 
humanitarian response approaches to meet their needs in diverse emergency contexts. To begin 
filling the gap in the evidence, we conducted a study in two diverse contexts (Myanmar and 
Lebanon), exploring the MHM barriers facing girls and women, and the various relevant sectoral 
responses being conducted (e.g. water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH), Protection, Health, 
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Conclusions 
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Commentary 
A ‘Grantathon’ model to mentor new investigators in mental health research  
There is a critical gap between needs and available resources for mental health treatment across 
the world, particularly in low- and middle-income countries (LMICs). In countries committed to 
increasing resour... 
Mary Hawk, Vishwajit Nimgaonkar, Triptish Bhatia, Jaspreet S. Brar, Wafaa Abdelhakim Elbahaey, 
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Number 70   October 2017 
Special Feature: The Lake Chad Basin: an overlooked crisis? 
by Humanitarian Practice Network October 2017  
   The 70th edition of Humanitarian Exchange, co-edited with Joe Read, focuses on the 
humanitarian crisis in Nigeria and the Lake Chad Basin. The violence perpetrated by Boko Haram 
and the counter-insurgency campaign in Nigeria, Cameroon, Chad and Niger has created a 
humanitarian crisis affecting some 17 million people. Some 2.4 million have been displaced, the 
vast majority of them in north-eastern Nigeria. Many are living in desperate conditions, without 
access to sufficient food or clean water. The Nigerian government’s focus on defeating Boko 
Haram militarily, its reluctance to acknowledge the scale and gravity of the humanitarian crisis 
and the corresponding reticence of humanitarian leaders to challenge that position have combined 
to undermine the timeliness and effectiveness of the response. 
 
:: In the overview article, Toby Lanzer, former Regional Humanitarian Coordinator for the Sahel, 
reflects on the factors that have contributed to the crisis and the delayed response. 
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:: Virginia Comolli analyses the evolution and impact of Boko Haram. 
:: Patricia McIlreavy and Julien Schopp explore the collective failure of the humanitarian system to 
mount a timely, effective and principled response to the humanitarian crisis the conflict has 
triggered. 
:: In their contributions, Virginie Roiron and Zainab Murtala and Bashir Abubakar explain how the 
Nigerian government’s approach to disaster management, compounded by a difficult relationship 
between federal and state governments, has contributed to this failure. 
:: Natalie Roberts examines Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF)’s decision to speak out on the 
humanitarian emergency in the Bama displacement camp in Borno State. 
:: Chitra Nagarajan outlines CIVIC’s work on civilian protection with the Nigerian military. 
:: Joe Read highlights the particular protection threats facing women and girls exposed to sexual 
violence and abuse. 
:: Luana Giardinelli explores mental health and psychosocial needs among conflict-affected 
people. 
:: Sara Karimbhoy highlights the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF)’s response to displacement in 
Northern Cameroon. 
:: The edition ends with an article by Matias Meier on the innovative use of an adaptive 
programming approach in the Diffa region in Niger. 
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Special Issue Linking mental health and psychosocial support and peacebuilding  
Introduction to Special Issue: linking mental health and psychosocial support to 
peacebuilding in an integrated way 
Bubenzer, Friederike; Tankink, Marian  
Intervention. 15(3):192-198, November 2017.  
Abstract: 
Across the world, many communities have been affected by conflict, violence and war. The impact 
of this suffering can vary enormously and ranges from political division to economic hardship, and 
from infrastructure destruction to social fragmentation. No matter which lens is used to 
understand how conflict affects society, human suffering remains the common denominator. 
However, global definitions of peacebuilding and international practice do not sufficiently 
recognise the impact of violent conflict on psychosocial wellbeing, nor do they recognise that 
mental health and psychosocial support processes are essential and need to be integrated. The 
goal of this Special Issue is to profile a selection of relevant contemporary efforts aimed at 
bringing the fields of mental health and psychosocial support and peacebuilding closer together, 
and to make the case for the need for an integrated approach 
 
Articles  
Building sustainable peace through an integrated approach to peacebuilding and 
mental health and psychosocial support: a literature review 
Tankink, Marian; Bubenzer, Friederike  
Intervention. 15(3):199-214, November 2017.  
Abstract: 
The contribution of the fields of mental health and psychosocial support and peacebuilding is 
critical to the repair of societies affected by war and violent conflict. Despite some advances in 
bringing the two fields closer together, the evidence base for the outcomes and impact of an 
integrated approach included both mental health and psychosocial support and peacebuilding is 
still very thin. The hypothesis for this literature review was that a combined approach would 
enhance the knowledge base and, therefore, foster the prospect of sustainable peace. The 
literature reviewed indicates that while there is an increasing awareness of the need to bring 
some of the knowledge and tools traditionally belonging to the field of mental health and 
psychosocial support into peacebuilding interventions (and vice versa), this is not yet practiced in 
a way that is fully integrated from the outset or is holistic on a systemic level. This study 
highlights the need for the development of a theoretical model that bridges both fields as a 
foundation for future research and practice. 
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An HIV Vaccine Is Essential for Ending the HIV/AIDS Pandemic  
Anthony S. Fauci, MD  
JAMA. 2017;318(16):1535-1536. doi:10.1001/jama.2017.13505  
   In this Viewpoint, Anthony Fauci discusses the limits of current treatment and prevention 
approaches to the HIV epidemic and proposes that the addition of an HIV vaccine is necessary to 
slow and end it. 
 
JAMA Guide to Statistics and Methods 
Bayesian Analysis: Using Prior Information to Interpret the Results of Clinical Trials  
Melanie Quintana, PhD; Kert Viele, PhD; Roger J. Lewis, MD, PhD  
JAMA. 2017;318(16):1605-1606. doi:10.1001/jama.2017.15574  
   This JAMA Guide to Statistics and Methods discusses the Bayesian approach to integrating or 
updating information from previous studies with newly obtained data to yield a final quantitative 
summary of the information.  
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Editorials 
Data science can improve aid distribution 
Online platforms can help to steer emergency response and ensure money is well spent. 
Over the past decade, non-profit organizations have sent millions of small stoves to families in the 
developing world. These appliances are intended to stop people from cooking over open flames 
indoors — an activity linked to four million deaths per year, attributable to household air pollution. 
But economists and public-health researchers have published studies that question the benefits of 
this effort. One randomized controlled trial (RCT), reported in 2012 and involving 15,000 
households in rural India, found no evidence of improved lung function in women in the first four 
years after they received a stove (see go.nature.com/2zjgwny).  
 
The RCT suggests that these efforts might be revised. But as useful as RCTs are in development 
economics and global health, they have limits. Findings in one place might be wildly different in 
another. And in a crisis, first responders are typically too busy trying to provide shelter, health 
care and bare necessities to design and carry out a controlled set-up. 
 
But humanitarian groups can still improve their efforts in the short  and long term through 
evidence obtained with new technology. A Nature News Feature this week highlights software 
called the Dharma Platform, which enables workers on the front line of hurricanes, outbreaks or 
other crises to record, share and analyse useful data — for example, the spread of disease in rural 
villages. Dharma is being tested by Médecins Sans Frontières (or Doctors Without Borders), the 
World Health Organization and other groups combating crises in the Middle East. And it is just one 
of many new technologies that will make data faster to collect and easier to exchange. 
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The rush to provide food,  shelter and health care can be as chaotic as the disaster itself. 
Hundreds of millions of dollars flood into the world’s largest agencies and non-governmental 
organizations, which often sub-contract delivery to dozens of smaller groups. In such a system, 
the best source of data is a person on the ground — often someone low in an organization’s chain 
of command. It’s this aid worker who listens as a mother describes how she’s received four sacks 
of rice, yet her babies have nothing to eat. This essential feedback is typically recorded on paper. 
If it makes it into a report, weeks or months will pass by the time it gets to headquarters, where 
managers then adjust the system. 
 
Platforms such as Dharma that collate real-time data could quicken this response time by 
informing groups of what people need, and help to reassure donors that their money is being 
spent wisely. After an acute crisis, researchers can use data collected in the heat of the moment 
to answer big-picture questions. For example, how might assistance better prevent tragedies that 
follow disasters, such as the cholera epidemic in the wake of Haiti’s 2010 earthquake, or blindness 
in survivors of Ebola? As long as data collection is organized, consistent and secure, researchers 
distanced from those delivering aid can evaluate projects objectively. 
 
Requesting more data and analysing them coldly will make failures more evident. In turn, 
philanthropists, taxpayers and governments that donate money should evaluate each inefficiency 
sensibly, and not be unforgiving. For example, a tiny fraction of donated insecticide-treated 
bednets may be used as fishing nets — but that fact should not negate an intervention that has 
been shown to reduce cases of malaria caused by Plasmodium falciparum by up to 62% (C. 
Lengeler Cochrane Database Syst. Rev. http://doi.org/c4f9c7; 2004). Failures at all scales must be 
upheld as lessons in the continuing struggle to do what’s right — and not as arguments to 
abandon aid completely. 
 
Comment 
The Human Cell Atlas: from vision to reality 
  As an ambitious project to map all the cells in the human body gets officially under way, Aviv 
Regev, Sarah Teichmann and colleagues outline some key challenges. 
 
Letters 
The prevalence of Plasmodium falciparum in sub-Saharan Africa since 1900 
Robert W. Snow, Benn Sartorius, David Kyalo, Joseph Maina, Punam Amratia+ et al. 
   Spatial and temporal modelling of a large dataset of Plasmodium falciparum prevalence rates 
reveals cycles and trends of malaria transmission in sub-Saharan Africa over a 115 year period. 
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HIV Drug Resistance — An Emerging Threat to Epidemic Control 
C. Beyrer and A. Poznia 
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… A recent report from the WHO, the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria, and 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) showed that the prevalence of HIV drug 
resistance has increased from 11% to 29% since the global rollout of ART in 2001.1 The report 
was based on findings from 16 surveys in 14 countries that used the WHO’s recommended 
approach to population-based sampling for HIV drug resistance among patients in public ART 
programs, supplemented by data from two population-based HIV impact assessments conducted 
through the President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) in Malawi and Zimbabwe. 
   It is worrisome that in 6 of 11 countries surveyed — Argentina, Guatemala, Namibia, Nicaragua, 
Uganda, and Zimbabwe — the rate of pretreatment drug resistance surpassed 10% among people 
receiving ART for the first time (see graph- Pretreatment HIV Drug Resistance to Nonnucleoside 
Reverse Transcriptase Inhibitors in 11 Countries.). Here HIV drug resistance was defined as 
resistance to nonnucleoside reverse transcriptase inhibitors (NNRTIs), core drugs in most low- and 
middle-income countries’ first-line regimens for HIV. Among people with past exposure to ART 
(those restarting treatment or women with past perinatal exposure) the rate of NNRTI resistance 
is even higher: 21.6% (95% confidence interval [CI], 13.8 to 32.2).1 A recent report from South 
Africa revealed that among children 18 months old or younger identified through early infant 
diagnoses, NNRTI resistance was found in 63.7% (95% CI, 59.0 to 68.4).1 
   How significant is the increase in resistance to HIV treatment? And what can be done to 
mitigate it? 
 
Clinical Implications of Basic Research 
A CRISPR Way to Diagnose Infectious Diseases 
A.M. Caliendo and R.L. Hodinka 
   A new method for detecting infectious disease involves the use of a genetic probe and an 
enzyme that is activated once the probe specifically binds the DNA of the pathogen.  
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The United Nations Material Assistance to Survivors of Cholera in Haiti: Consulting 
Survivors and Rebuilding Trust 
October 23, 2017 · Brief Report  
Introduction: In August 2016, the United Nations (U.N.) Secretary General acknowledged the 
U.N.’s role in the cholera epidemic that has beset Haiti since 2010. Two months later, the 
Secretary General issued a historic apology to the Haitian people before the U.N. General 
Assembly, for the organization’s insufficient response to the cholera outbreak. These steps are 
part of the U.N.’s “new approach” to cholera in Haiti, which also includes launching a material 
assistance package for those most affected by cholera. 
Methods: This paper draws on the authors’ experience and findings from consultations with more 
than 60,000 victims and communities affected by disasters and violence in a dozen countries. We 
reviewed the literature on best practices for consultation with and outreach to communities 
affected by development and transitional justice programming, and reviewed our own findings 
from previous studies with a view to identifying recommendations for ensuring that the assistance 
package reflects the views of people affected by cholera. 
Results: The assistance package program is an opportunity to rebuild the relationship between the 
victims and the United Nations. This can only be achieved if victims are informed and engaged in 
the process. This consultation effort is also an opportunity to answer a set of key questions 
related to the nature, structure, and implementation of the victims’ assistance program, but also 
how the program may be designed to contribute to rebuilding Haitians’ confidence in the U.N. as 
an institution that promotes peace, human rights, and development. 
Discussion: We recommend that the consultations must be accompanied by an outreach effort 
that provides clear, accurate information on the assistance program, so that it begins to establish 
a dialogue between the U.N. and cholera victims. Finally, we conclude by offering a number of 
concrete next steps that the U.N. can take to kick start the consultation process. 
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Research Article | published 27 Oct 2017 PLOS ONE  
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Ethical issues in the development and implementation of nutrition-related public 
health policies and interventions: A scoping review  
Thierry Hurlimann, Juan Pablo Peña-Rosas, Abha Saxena, Gerardo Zamora, Béatrice Godard  
Research Article | published 26 Oct 2017 PLOS ONE  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0186897  
Abstract 
Background 
The limited integration of ethics in nutrition-related public health policies and interventions is one 
major concern for those who have the task of implementing them. Ethical challenges that are 
overlooked during the development of such interventions could raise serious ethical issues during 
their implementation and even after. As a result, these decision makers need technical support 
and ethical guidance for adaptation of interventions to local (cultural, social, economic, etc.) 
contexts. 
Aim 
The goal of this scoping review is to delineate and “map” the range of ethical issues in nutrition-
related public health interventions, as well as the range of the various fields in which they may 
arise. 
Methods 
A scoping review of empirical research and conceptual literature was conducted following the 
framework of Arksey and O’Malley. Searches using PubMed with Medical Subject Headings (MeSH) 
categories and Advanced Search Builder as well as in the Global Health Library were performed. 
The final sample consists of 169 publications. 
Results 
The ethics of public health prevention or treatment of obesity and non-communicable diseases is 
the most explicitly and frequently discussed subject. In comparison, ethical issues raised by public 
health interventions in the fields of undernutrition, breastfeeding, vitamin/mineral 
supplementation and food fortification, food security, food sustainability and food safety are 
addressed in a lower proportion of the sample. The results illustrate the various natures, types, 
and scopes of existing public health nutrition-related interventions, and the various ethical issues 
that may be raised by these interventions, in addition to the numerous and different contexts in 
which they may be implemented. 
Discussion 
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The ethical issues faced in the development and implementation of nutrition-related public health 
interventions are varied and cannot be equated with, nor generalized about, when dealing with 
specific activities in this field. More importantly, these ethical issues cannot be managed without a 
careful consideration for the complexity of contexts in which nutrition-related interventions are 
expected to be implemented. These interventions engage a variety of actors with diverse 
perspectives and interests. We discuss these challenges and also comment on the importance of 
considering ethical impacts in the monitoring and evaluation of such interventions. 
Conclusion 
General ethical frameworks or recommendations–although useful–cannot be expected to provide 
policy makers, implementators and other public health personnel with sufficient practical ethical 
guidance as they cannot consider and anticipate the particularities of all specific nutrition-related 
public health interventions and the complexity of the contexts in which they are implemented. 
Further research is needed in order to develop more targeted ethical frameworks. 
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Waiswa 
Reproductive Health 2017 14:136  
Published on: 24 October 2017 
 
Research 
Pathways to increased coverage: an analysis of time trends in contraceptive need and 
use among adolescents and young women in Kenya, Rwanda, Tanzania, and Uganda  
Despite efforts to make contraceptive services more “youth friendly,” unmet need for 
contraception among young women in sub-Saharan Africa remains high. For health systems to 
effectively respond to the reprodu... 
Mardieh L. Dennis, Emma Radovich, Kerry L. M. Wong, Onikepe Owolabi, Francesca L. Cavallaro, 
Michael T. Mbizvo, Agnes Binagwaho, Peter Waiswa, Caroline A. Lynch and Lenka Benova 
Reproductive Health 2017 14:130  
Published on: 17 October 2017 
 
 
Revista Panamericana de Salud Pública/Pan American Journal of Public Health 
(RPSP/PAJPH)  
http://www.paho.org/journal/index.php?option=com_content&view=featured&Itemid=101 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Risk Analysis  
October 2017   Volume 37, Issue 10  Pages 1799–2022 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/risa.2017.37.issue-9/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Risk Management and Healthcare Policy 
Volume 10, 2017 
https://www.dovepress.com/risk-management-and-healthcare-policy-archive56 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Science  
27 October 2017  Vol 358, Issue 6362 
http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl 
Special Issue: Neuroscience: In search of new concepts 
Introduction to special issue 
Neuroscience: In search of new concepts 
By Peter Stern 
   Every year, tens of thousands of researchers gather for the Society for Neuroscience meeting. 
The lecture theaters and poster halls are full of smart and hardworking individuals. Every year, we 
return home from the conference excited about all the facts learned and insights gained. 
However, despite the collective efforts of so many bright people, there is still much progress to be 
made in tackling the big questions in our field. Could it be that we are interpreting our data with 
outdated concepts? Most of the dominant concepts in present-day neuroscience, after all, were 
developed 50 to more than 100 years ago. 
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   This special issue questions some of our approaches. Do the many diverse lines of inquiry in 
neuroscience need a broader set of animal models? How are resources best balanced between big 
data projects and smaller-scale focused projects? 
   On the conceptual side, how do we define a brain region—such as, for example, the prefrontal 
cortex? What is consciousness, and what makes it different from the many unconscious processes 
in our brain? Why do computers presently lack consciousness, and when might they acquire it? 
   The concepts of space and time are essential to how we see the world. Neuroscientists should 
take a fresh look at the emergence of these concepts in the brain and think about how to 
investigate them. 
   These are exciting times for neuroscience, but conceptual challenges still remain, as outlined in 
the Reviews in this issue. With many questions still open, it is time for our community to embrace 
and address these challenges. 
 
Policy Forum 
Ethics of maternal vaccination 
By A. T. Chamberlain, J. V. Lavery, A. White, S. B. Omer 
Science27 Oct 2017 : 452-453 Restricted Access 
Involvement of women is critical in establishing guidelines 
Summary 
Innovations in vaccine science have given us an incredible opportunity to leverage the maternal 
immune system to improve maternal, fetal, and infant health outcomes. Maternal vaccination 
reduces the risk of infant infection primarily through the transfer of protective maternal antibodies 
to the fetus (1). Although a growing number of countries are adopting maternal vaccine programs 
against diseases like influenza and pertussis, and there is an increased focus on including 
pregnant women in trials for new vaccines, there is little discussion of the ethical underpinnings of 
maternal vaccine programs (2). We see the proposals thus far as being overly paternalistic, 
founded on a too-limited conception of risk-benefit analyses that has potential to derail the 
development and use of lifesaving vaccines. By contrast, an ethical approach focused on mothers' 
primary interests in protecting themselves and their children could serve as the basis of the 
ethical framework that guides vaccine policies. 
 
 
Social Science & Medicine 
Volume 190, Pages 1-278 (October 2017) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/02779536/190?sdc=1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Stability: International Journal of Security & Development  
http://www.stabilityjournal.org/articles 
[accessed 28 October 2017]  
Research Article  
A Digital Advance for Housing, Land and Property Restitution in War-Affected States: 
Leveraging Smart Migration  
Jon Unruh,  Emily Frank,  Matthew Pritchard  
27 Oct 2017  
Abstract 
The large-scale restitution of housing, land and property (HLP) for those dislocated due to armed 
conflict has significant repercussions for the prospect of return, recovery and durable peace. 
Failure to adequately engage in restitution and other remedies for displaced populations has 
demonstrated that the grievances generated usually do not abate, but instead grow, including 
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over generations, to produce subsequent problems, including armed conflict. While advances in 
transitional justice have supported the development of mass claims processes for HLP in war-
affected countries, the current magnitude and complexity of forced dislocation is beyond the 
ability of conventional techniques to manage in an effective and timely way. This article argues 
that the current approach for handling massive numbers of HLP claims in postwar scenarios needs 
a critical upgrade; and describes what such an upgrade could comprise with a set of advanced 
techniques. These techniques focus on the issues of time, the size and complexity of the problem, 
new spatial technologies, and the now much greater agency possessed by displaced populations 
made possible by mobile digital technologies. 
 
 
Stanford Social Innovation Review 
Fall 2017   Volume 15, Number 4  
https://ssir.org/issue/fall_2017 
   The B Corp movement has played a critical role in promoting socially responsible businesses. As 
positive as the movement has been, it has fallen short when it comes to ensuring that these same 
businesses make human rights a top priority. Read an in-depth analysis of this topic in our Fall 
2017 issue’s cover story, “Do Benefit Corporations Respect Human Rights?,” written by Joanne 
Bauer and Elizabeth Unlas. 
 
 
Sustainability 
Volume 9, Issue 9 (September 2017)  
http://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/9/9 
Special Issue: “Maintaining Ecosystem Services to Support Urban Needs”  
by Karsten Grunewald and Olaf Bastian . 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Torture Journal 
Volume 27 - Issue No. 2  
http://www.irct.org/publications/torture-journal/128 
SPECIAL SECTION: IN THE NAME OF THE WAR ON TERROR [Guamtanamo] 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Trauma, Violence, & Abuse 
Volume 18, Issue 4, October 2017  
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/tvaa/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Travel Medicine and Infectious Diseases 
July-August, 2017 Volume 18  
http://www.travelmedicinejournal.com/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Tropical Medicine & International Health 
October 2017   Volume 22, Issue 10  Pages 1205–1360 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/tmi.2017.22.issue-10/issuetoc 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
UN Chronicle 
Vol. LIV No. 3 2017  
http://unchronicle.un.org/ 
October 2017  
Prevention 
   This issue focuses on the importance of fostering and maintaining a commitment to a culture of 
prevention. The articles provide a variety of perspectives on building and sustaining peace. 
They explore the relationship between conflict and crises, and themes such as the empowerment 
of civil society, media and information literacy, women’s role in ongoing peace processes, and 
desertification. 
 
 
Vulnerable Children and Youth Studies  
An International Interdisciplinary Journal for Research, Policy and Care  
Volume 12, Issue 4, 2017  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rvch20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
World Heritage Review  
http://whc.unesco.org/en/review/84/ 
n°85 - October 2017 
World Heritage and Modern Heritage  
Modern heritage – the architecture, town planning and landscape design of the modern era, or 
the last two hundred years or so – is still underrepresented on the World Heritage List. And yet it 
is an integral part of many urban ensembles, which represent a majority of sites on the List. 
Raising awareness of the significance of this heritage, and addressing issues on its preservation 
and valorization, is the focus of the World Heritage Centre’s Modern Heritage Programme, and of 
many heritage experts. Drawing attention to these structures, and encouraging the development 
of legal protection for them, is beginning to build momentum. 
 
In this issue, we will look closely at the Sydney Opera House (Australia), from its construction to 
its role today as a vibrant cultural centre; Grimeton Radio Station (Sweden), a monument to early 
wireless transatlantic communication built in 1922-1924 and still in working condition; and the city 
of Brasilia (Brazil), that landmark of town planning by urban planner Lucio Costa and architect 
Oscar Niemeyer. We will also learn about the evolution of the identification of modern heritage in 
the Arab region, and in an interview with Hubert Jan Henket, architect and co-founder of the 
International Committee for Documentation and Conservation of Buildings, Sites and 
neighbourhoods of the Modern Movement (DOCOMOMO), we will explore the recognition of 
modern heritage, international collaboration and other aspects of conservation. 
 
In addition, the issue presents the 21 new sites inscribed on the World Heritage List during the 
41st session of the World Heritage Committee in Krakow, from 2 to 12 July 2017. These include 
two sites that are the first to be inscribed in their country: Mbanza Kongo in Angola, and in 
Eritrea, the site of Asmara: A Modernist City of Africa. Asmara is an exceptional example of early 
modernist urbanism at the beginning of the 20th century and its application in an African context. 
As pointed out in the lead article by Afredo Conti, Vice President of ICOMOS, the international 
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community has started recognizing modern heritage that until recently was barely valued at all. 
Identifying and preserving our modern heritage is indeed an important issue of the moment. 
Mechtild Rössler 
Director of the UNESCO World Heritage Centre 
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