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::::::  
::::::  
 
Editor’s Note: 
   We are pleased to add the INEE and the Journal of Education in Emergencies to our coverage 
as we grow the range of organizations and journals to enhance coverage of our mission areas. 
   INEE – an international network for education in emergencies is a network of more than 
13,000 individual members and 130 partner organizations in 190 countries. INEE members are 
practitioners working for national and international NGOs and UN agencies, ministries of education 
and other government personnel, donors, students, teachers, and researchers who voluntarily join 
in the work related to education in emergencies. 
   The Journal on Education in Emergencies (JEiE) publishes groundbreaking and 
outstanding scholarly and practitioner work on education in emergencies (EiE), defined broadly as 
quality learning opportunities for all ages in situations of crisis, including early childhood 
development, primary, secondary, non-formal, technical, vocation, higher and adult education. 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
UN Principals call for solidarity with Rohingya refugees 
Mr. Filippo Grandi, United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
Mr. Mark Lowcock, Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief 
Coordinator 
Mr. William Lacy Swing, Director General, International Organization for Migration 
 
Joint Statement on the Rohingya Refugee Crisis 
 (16 October 2017, Geneva/New York): After violence broke out in Myanmar’s Rakhine state on 25 
August, more than 500,000 Rohingya refugees crossed into neighbouring Bangladesh in less than 
five weeks. Tens of thousands of refugees have arrived since, fleeing discrimination, violence and 
persecution, as well as isolation and fear. 
 
The speed and scale of the influx made it the world’s fastest growing refugee crisis and a major 
humanitarian emergency. The Government of Bangladesh, local charities and volunteers, the UN 
and NGOs are working in overdrive to provide assistance. But much more is urgently needed. The 
efforts must be scaled up and expanded to receive and protect refugees and ensure they are 
provided with basic shelter and acceptable living conditions. Every day more vulnerable people 
arrive with very little -- if anything – and settle either in overcrowded existing camps or extremely 
congested makeshift sites. 
 
They are fully dependent on humanitarian assistance for food, water, health and other essential 
needs. Basic services are under severe strain. In some sites, there is no access to potable water, 
and sanitation facilities are absent, raising health risks for both the refugees and the communities 
hosting them. 
 
Bangladesh has kept its borders open, offering safety and shelter to fleeing families. We have 
been moved by the welcome and generosity shown by the local communities towards the 
refugees. Now a critical Pledging Conference in Geneva on 23 October 2017 is being organized by 
OCHA, IOM and UNHCR and co-hosted by the European Union and Kuwait. It provides 
Governments from around the world an opportunity to show their solidarity and share the burden 
and responsibility. Their further generous support for the Joint Response Plan, which was recently 
launched by the UN and partners, is urgently needed to sustain and scale up the large 

http://www.ineesite.org/en/who-we-are
http://www.ineesite.org/en/journal/vol3-num1
http://www.iom.int/news/un-principals-call-solidarity-rohingya-refugees


   

 

humanitarian effort already under way. The plan requires US$434 million to meet the life-saving 
needs of all Rohingya refugees and their host communities – together an estimated 1.2 million 
people – for the difficult months to come. 
 
We call on the international community to intensify efforts to bring a peaceful solution to the 
plight of the Rohingya, to end the desperate exodus, to support host communities and ensure the 
conditions that will allow for refugees’ eventual voluntary return in safety and dignity. The origins 
and, thus, the solutions to this crisis lie in Myanmar. 
 
Let us all come together on 23 October at the pledging conference and send a strong message to 
the Rohingya refugees and their generous hosts in Bangladesh that the world is there for them in 
their greatest time of need.  
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
Human Rights, Reproductive Health, Development, Women 
 
The State of World Population 2017 – World’s Apart: Reproductive health and rights in 
an age of inequality 
UNFPA 2017 :: 140 pages 
Division of Communications and Strategic Partnerships 
PDF: http://www.unfpa.org/sites/default/files/sowp/downloads/UNFPA_PUB_2017_EN_SWOP.pdf 
 
FOREWORD 
In today’s world, gaps in wealth have grown shockingly wide. Billions of people linger at the 
bottom, denied their human rights and prospects for a better life. At the top, resources and 
privileges accrue at explosive rates, pushing the world ever further from the vision of equality 
embodied in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 
 
Right now, the combined wealth of the world’s 2,473 billionaires, as calculated by Wealth-X, 
exceeds $7.7 trillion. That’s equivalent to the combined gross domestic product of an astonishing 
four fifths of the world’s countries in 2015. It means that while some privileged households 
budget for billions, many hundreds of millions of families barely scrape by on less than $1.25 a 
day. 
 
This is a path that we pursue at our peril. The yawning gap between the richest and the poorest 
is not only unfair, but a risk to economies, communities and nations. In 2015, in recognition of 
this risk, the world’s governments agreed that the path to sustainable development for the next 
15 years must be built on a foundation of equality, inclusiveness and universal enjoyment of 
rights. 
 
Inequality is often understood in terms of income or wealth—the dividing line between the rich  
and poor. But, in reality, economic disparities are only one part of the inequality story. Many other 
social, racial, political and institutional dimensions feed on each other, and together block hope for 
progress among people on the margins. 
 
Two critical dimensions are gender inequality, and inequalities in realizing sexual and reproductive 
health and rights; the latter, in particular, still receives inadequate attention. Neither explains the 
totality of inequality in the world today, but both are essential pieces that demand much more 
action. Without such action, many women and girls will remain caught in a vicious cycle of 

http://www.unfpa.org/press/state-world-population-2017
http://www.unfpa.org/sites/default/files/sowp/downloads/UNFPA_PUB_2017_EN_SWOP.pdf


   

 

poverty, diminished capabilities, unfulfilled human rights and unrealized potential—especially in 
developing countries, where gaps are widest. 
 
The unmet demand for family planning in developing countries, for example, is generally greatest 
among women in the poorest 20 per cent of households. Without access to contraception, poor 
women, particularly those who are less educated and live in rural areas, are at heightened risk of 
unintended pregnancy. This may result in health risks and lifelong economic repercussions. The 
lack of power to decide whether, when or how often to become pregnant can limit education, 
delay entry into the paid labour force and reduce earnings. 
 
Making information and services more widely available and accessible will lead to better 
reproductive health outcomes. But this is only part of the solution. Unless we start addressing the 
structural and multidimensional inequalities within our societies, we will never attain the highest 
standard of sexual and reproductive health for all. This standard was envisaged by the 179 
governments that endorsed the Programme of Action of the 1994 International Conference on 
Population and Development (ICPD), which guides the work of UNFPA, the United Nations 
Population Fund. The ICPD affirmed that closing disparities for women and girls in income, 
education, employment and other areas will largely depend on enabling women and girls to fully 
realize their reproductive rights. If the objectives of the ICPD—and the new 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development—are met, humanity will be well on its way to a more equal world, with 
more inclusive and vibrant economies. Most important of all, this is the path to human dignity for 
every woman and every girl, everywhere. 
 
The late Dr. Babatunde Osotimehin (1949–2017) 
United Nations Under-Secretary-General and 
Executive Director 
UNFPA, the United Nations Population Fund 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
Development – Financial Inclusion/Access to Services 
 
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation Releases Open-Source Software to Support Efforts 
that Expand Access to Financial Services in Developing Countries  
New code reduces complexity and cost of building payment platforms that connect poor 
customers to merchants, banks, mobile money providers, governments  
 
SEATTLE, Oct. 16, 2017 – The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation today released a new open-source 
software for creating payment platforms that will help unbanked people around the world access 
digital financial services. The software is designed to provide a reference model for payment 
interoperability between banks and other providers across a country’s economy. It is available 
now, free-of-cost, for software developers to adapt and banks, financial service providers and 
companies to implement. Information on the code can be found at mojaloop.io. 
 
Current data from the World Bank shows that nearly two billion people in developing economies 
lack bank accounts and miss out on the benefits and security that basic financial services provide. 
Digital financial services, such as mobile money on cell phones, have rapidly expanded over the 
last two decades because they are convenient for users and cost-effective for companies aiming 
to serve new markets. In Kenya, an estimated 194,000 households have moved out of extreme 
poverty due in part to their access to M-Pesa, a mobile money platform, and users’ ability to save 

https://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases/2017/10/Bill-Melinda-Gates-Foundation-Releases-Open-Source-Software-to-Expand-Access-to-Financial-Services
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases/2017/10/Bill-Melinda-Gates-Foundation-Releases-Open-Source-Software-to-Expand-Access-to-Financial-Services


   

 

money more effectively. Digital financial services are now available in nearly 100 countries 
according to GSMA, an organization representing mobile network operators. However, global 
expansion of these services—especially to the world’s poor—has been hampered, in large part, by 
a lack of interoperability between digital financial services and payment platforms. 
 
The new software, called Mojaloop, establishes a blueprint for connecting today’s financial 
services sector, and can be used as a solution to barriers that banks and providers seeking 
interoperability have traditionally faced. Delivering financial services to the poor is prohibitively 
challenging for many businesses because they struggle to invest adequately in complex 
technology while maintaining a commitment to low-cost, inclusive services. This has led to a 
prevalence of consumer payment options that are out of reach for many people in developing 
economies, or which limit customers’ ability to transact across products, banks and borders. These 
and similar challenges have dissuaded many companies from expanding into developing markets 
altogether. 
 
Mojaloop can be used by financial institutions and commercial providers, to simplify and reduce 
the cost of developing inclusive payment platforms. It was designed to serve ultimately as a 
model for national payment switching systems that, for example, enable an individual’s digital 
wallet to connect with her employer’s bank account and her children’s school account to complete 
monthly transactions. The code can also be applied to adapt and improve existing services. 
 
“Interoperability of digital payments has been the toughest hurdle for the financial services 
industry to overcome. With Mojaloop, our technology partners have finally achieved a solution 
that can apply to any service, and we invite banks and the payments industry to explore and test 
this tool,” said Kosta Peric, Deputy Director, Financial Services for the Poor, at the Gates 
Foundation. “Just as the internet revolutionized digital communication, open-source solutions like 
Mojaloop can spark innovation and democratize access to digital payments, empowering billions of 
new customers and driving massive economic growth in developing markets.” 
 
Mojaloop (building off the Swahili word “moja,” which means “one”) was created in partnership 
with fintech developers Ripple, Dwolla, ModusBox, Crosslake Technologies and Software Group, 
using cutting-edge technology such as the Interledger Protocol, a solution for settling funds 
among multiple providers across their individual systems. It joins other promising digital financial 
software, but is the first model that can help extend interoperability from mobile money providers 
to any bank, merchant or government institution in a customer’s economy in a way that 
specifically meets the needs of the poor… 
 
Developers can access the new software on GitHub, the world’s leading open-source development 
platform. It includes four components: an interoperability layer, which connects bank accounts, 
mobile money wallets, and merchants in an open loop; a directory service layer, which navigates 
the different methods that providers use to identify accounts on each side of a transaction; a 
transactions settlement layer, which makes payments instant and irrevocable; and, components 
which protect against fraud. The software will not be owned or implemented by the Gates 
Foundation. It will be used in the foundation’s ongoing work to promote the development of pro-
poor, digital payment platforms. 
 
Mojaloop was created by the Gates Foundation’s Level One Project, which is aimed at leveling the 
economic playing field by crowding in expertise and resources to build inclusive payment models 
to benefit the world’s poor. Alongside Mojaloop’s development, the project also brought together 
four mobile systems companies—Ericsson, Huawei, Telepin, and Mahindra Comviva—to develop 



   

 

an Open API for mobile money interoperability. These APIs will allow mobile money providers to 
integrate seamlessly with Mojaloop and products built from it… 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
Ageing/Equity/Inequality: Inter-Generational Challenges 
 
Preventing Ageing Unequally 
OECD Report 
Published on October 18, 2017 :: 258 pages  
PDF: http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/deliver/8117161e.pdf?itemId=/content/book/9789264279087-
en&mimeType=application/pdf 
   This report examines how the two global mega-trends of population ageing and rising 
inequalities have been developing and interacting, both within and across generations. Taking a 
life-course perspective the report shows how inequalities in education, health, employment and 
earnings compound, resulting in large differences in lifetime earnings across different groups. It 
suggests a policy agenda to prevent, mitigate and cope with inequalities along the life course 
drawing on good practices in OECD countries and emerging economies. 
 
Media Release 
18-October-2017 
Population ageing and rising inequality will hit younger generations hard  
18/10/2017 - Younger generations will face greater risks of inequality in old age than current 
retirees and for generations born since the 1960s, their experience of old age will change 
dramatically. Moreover, with family sizes falling, higher inequality over working lives and reforms 
that have cut pension incomes, some groups will face a high risk of poverty, according to a new 
OECD report. 
  
Preventing Ageing Unequally says that in 1980, there were only 20 people aged 65 and over for 
every 100 of working-age, on average across the OECD; by 2015 this number had risen to 28 and 
by 2050 is projected to almost double to reach 53. Many OECD and emerging economies are 
ageing much faster. At the same time, inequalities have been increasing from one generation to 
the next. Among people starting their working life it is now already much higher than among 
today’s elderly.  
  
The future elderly will be in more diverse situations: people will live longer but more will have 
been unemployed at some point in their working lives and earned low wages, while others will 
have enjoyed higher, stable earning paths. 
  
Inequalities in education, health, employment and income start building up from early ages, 
according to the report. A 25-year old university-educated man can expect to live almost 8 years 
longer than his lower-educated peer, on average across countries; for women the difference is 4.6 
years. At all ages, people in bad health work less and earn less. Over a career, bad health reduces 
lifetime earnings of low-educated men by 33%, while the loss is only 17% for highly-educated 
men. 
  
Low earners tend to have a lower life expectancy than high earners and this reduces further their 
total pensions. Raising the retirement age tends to widen inequality in total pensions between low 
and high earners, but the impact is small. Gender inequality in old age, however, is likely to 

http://www.oecd.org/employment/preventing-ageing-unequally-9789264279087-en.htm
http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/deliver/8117161e.pdf?itemId=/content/book/9789264279087-en&mimeType=application/pdf
http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/deliver/8117161e.pdf?itemId=/content/book/9789264279087-en&mimeType=application/pdf
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/population-ageing-and-rising-inequality-will-hit-younger-generations-hard.htm
http://www.oecd.org/employment/preventing-ageing-unequally-9789264279087-en.htm


   

 

remain substantial: annual pension payments to the over-65s today are about 27% lower for 
women on average, and old-age poverty is much higher among women than men. 
  
Old-age inequality issues are even more acute in emerging economies and several, including 
Brazil, China and India, are facing rapid ageing at a relatively early stage of development, have 
wider health inequalities than OECD countries and a less effective social safety net. 
  
To tackle these issues, the OECD says that countries should take a life course approach focusing 
on three areas: 
  
Prevent inequality before it cumulates over time. Measures should include providing good quality 
childcare and early education, helping disadvantaged youth into work and expanding health 
spending on prevention to target at risk groups. 
  
Mitigate entrenched inequalities. Health services should move to a more patient-centred approach 
and employment services should boost efforts to help the unemployed back into work, as well as 
remove barriers to retain and hire older workers. 
  
Cope with inequalities at older ages. Reforms to retirement income systems cannot remove 
inequality among older people but can mitigate it. Well-designed first-tier pensions can limit the 
impact on pension benefits of socio-economic differences in life expectancy. Some countries have 
pension adequacy risks, especially for women. Making home care affordable and providing better 
support to informal carers would also help reduce inequalities in long-term care. 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
Inter-Parliamentary Union –  Governance,  Accountability, Cultural Pluralism, 
Dialogue 
 
St. Petersburg Declaration on Promoting cultural pluralism and peace through 
interfaith and inter-ethnic dialogue  
Declaration 
Endorsed by the 137th IPU Assembly, St. Petersburg, 18 October 2017 [3.pages] 
PDF: http://archive.ipu.org/conf-e/137/SPB-declaration.pdf 
   Parliamentarians from 155 countries have committed to pursuing cultural pluralism and peace 
through interfaith and inter-ethnic dialogue, calling for transparency, accountability and respect 
for human rights and the rule of law to serve as the basis for building sustainable and peaceful 
diversity. 
[Excerpt] 
   As parliamentarians, we commit to working towards cultural pluralism and peace through 
interfaith and inter-ethnic dialogue by:  
…Preventing human rights violations relating to culture and religion:  
   - Allocate sufficient resources to conduct awareness-raising activities on cultural and religious 
issues among law enforcement officers so as to strengthen their ability to identify and investigate 
hate crimes, in line with international standards and protocols;  
   - Build the capacity of outreach workers and mediators in order to create peaceful and trusting 
environments at the local and regional levels;  
   - Ensure that the legislative process is transparent, and that parliamentary records are made 
available and accessible so that religious and ethnic minorities can understand and follow the 
activity of MPs and hold them accountable for their actions;  

https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases/2017-10/over-800-mps-worldwide-call-end-intolerance-mistrust-and-violence
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases/2017-10/over-800-mps-worldwide-call-end-intolerance-mistrust-and-violence
http://archive.ipu.org/conf-e/137/SPB-declaration.pdf


   

 

   - Design protection measures for all religious and ethnic minorities within the national territory, 
including non-citizens, migrants and newly arrived minorities.  
 
Building social dialogue for multicultural and inclusive societies:  
   - Exercise effective budgetary oversight so as to prevent the funding of projects and 
organizations that promote hate and intolerance, openly combat hate speech in public discourse 
and online platforms, and support projects with a greater balance in terms of gender, culture and 
religion, particularly at local and regional levels, including through mixed housing areas, collective 
events and multicultural media;  
   - Collaborate with scientists on cultural and religious matters and work in partnership with local 
religious leaders to assess social challenges, such as the struggle against fundamentalism, and 
ensure that religious and cultural interpretations respect the human rights of all people, in 
particular women, young people and ethnic and religious minorities;  
   - Take concrete action to eliminate structural or systemic discrimination against ethnic and 
religious minorities, including by implementing processes for the collection and analysis of data 
disaggregated by gender, age, language, ethnicity, religion, and other minority status...  
 
 
Global Parliamentary Report 2017—Parliamentary oversight: Parliament's power to 
hold government to account 
Report 
Inter-Parliamentary Union and United Nations Development Programme 
2017 : 117 pages 
PDF: https://www.ipu.org/file/3131/download?token=rHfuJ16P 
Abstract 
   The second Global Parliamentary Report shines the spotlight on one of parliament’s critical 
functions: its power to hold governments accountable for their actions and decisions. The report, 
co-published with the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), is based on the 
contributions of 150 national parliaments. As a practical and useful tool for Members of Parliament 
(MPs) and other interested communities, it has examples of how parliaments and MPs carry out 
oversight in their countries, as well as tips for MPs on how to approach oversight. 
   The Executive Summary is available in four languages. 
 
Conclusion, key findings and recommendations 
[Excerpt, p.99] 
Rigorous, constructive and evidence-based oversight improves government in many ways. It 
seeks to ensure that government functions well and protects the rights and wellbeing of all 
people. It monitors that laws are implemented effectively and that their impact on people’s lives is 
closely monitored, and provides a means to identify gaps or problems in legislation that need to 
be addressed. It ensures that money is well spent and that government programmes are valuated 
against results. Corrupt practices become more difficult to hide in the presence of effective 
systems of oversight. 
 
Oversight makes democracy stronger by providing a channel for people to engage in the 
management of public affairs on a daily basis between periodic elections. It brings information 
into the public domain, ensuring that government operates under public control. Oversight is a 
key part of a system of checks and balances designed to limit abuses of government power. It 
provides political mechanisms to sanction the government or ministers in the case of 
shortcomings. 
 

https://www.ipu.org/resources/publications/reports/2017-10/global-parliamentary-report-2017-parliamentary-oversight-parliaments-power-hold-government-account
https://www.ipu.org/resources/publications/reports/2017-10/global-parliamentary-report-2017-parliamentary-oversight-parliaments-power-hold-government-account
https://www.ipu.org/file/3131/download?token=rHfuJ16P
https://www.ipu.org/resources/publications/reports/2017-10/global-parliamentary-report-2017-parliamentary-oversight-executive-summary


   

 

Drawing on the submissions from parliaments, interviews with MPs and thematic discussions with 
MPs and senior parliamentary staff, it is possible to affirm certain core principles of parliamentary 
oversight: 
 
Core principles of parliamentary oversight 
Oversight should: 
:: be a rigorous, constructive and evidence-based process designed to promote people’s well-
being, monitor the achievement of development goals and priorities, and improve governance; 
:: cover all areas of government, at all times; 
:: be the shared responsibility of all parliamentarians. 
 
Parliament should: 
:: have a strong mandate for oversight set out clearly in the constitution, laws and parliamentary 
rules of procedure; 
:: have full and timely access to information required for oversight; 
:: ensure that opposition and minority parties are able to participate fully in oversight; 
:: provide committees with the mandate and means to carry out effective oversight; 
:: develop its capacity for oversight to match its formal powers; 
:: mainstream a gender perspective into all oversight activities and ensure women are able to 
undertake oversight across all areas of policy and legislation; 
:: be willing to use the powers available to it to hold government to account for meeting its 
obligations under existing commitments, laws, and rules. 
 
Yet oversight is often difficult in practice. There are many common challenges, regardless of a 
country’s political system or level of economic, social and political development. 
 
Research for this report shows that in most countries rules and systems for oversight exist, but 
oversight may not be prioritized fully by parliament, MPs or the public. The following sections 
capture the key findings from the report, and set out recommendations for a renewed effort to 
strengthen parliamentary oversight… 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
Global Mobility/Transport Systems 
 
Global Mobility Report 2017 – Tracking Sector Performance 
Sustainable Mobility for All initiative (SuM4All) a worldwide consortium of over 50 leading 
organizations in the transport sector 
2017 :: 107 pages 
PDF: 
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/28542/120500.pdf?sequence=1&i
sAllowed=y 
 
Overview 
   The is the first-ever study to assess the global performance of the transport sector and the 
progress made toward four main objectives: universal access, efficiency, safety, and green 
mobility. The publication covers all modes of transport, including road, air, waterborne, and rail 
transport. 
   According to the report, the world is not on track to achieving sustainable mobility. Apart from 
being inaccessible to many of the world’s most vulnerable, the transport sector today is plagued 

http://sum4all.org/publications/global-mobility-report-2017
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/28542/120500.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/28542/120500.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
http://sum4all.org/universal-access
http://sum4all.org/efficiency
http://sum4all.org/safety
http://sum4all.org/green-mobility
http://sum4all.org/green-mobility


   

 

by high fossil fuel use, rising greenhouse gas emissions, air and noise pollution, an alarming 
number of road fatalities, and a reluctance to embrace digitalization. 
   The report will be updated on a continuous basis, with a new issue expected to come out every 
two years. 
 
A Few Key Findings 
Universal Access 
:: Many people continue to lack access to transport. In Africa, an estimated 450 million people–
more than 70% of the region’s rural population – are still unable to reach jobs, education and 
healthcare services due to inadequate transport. 
:: Transitioning to sustainable mobility would allow Africa to become food self-sufficient and 
create a regional food market worth $1 trillion by 2030. 
 
Efficiency 
:: The main transport technologies in use today came out of the industrial revolution. Since then, 
the volume of car traffic has increased tenfold, while cycling and public transport have seen hardly 
any growth. 
:: When considering all transport costs—including vehicle acquisition, fuel, operational expenses, 
and losses due to congestion—the move toward sustainable mobility can deliver savings of $70 
trillion by 2050. 
 
Safety 
:: Road transport claims the bulk of fatalities worldwide: it accounts for 97% of the deaths and 
93% of the costs. 
:: Aviation has seen a continuous reduction in the number of fatalities and fatal crashes over 
recent years. Some regions have even begun to experience zero fatalities. 
 
Green Mobility 
:: The transport sector contributes 23% of global energy-related greenhouse gas emissions and 
18% of all man-made emissions. 
:: The increase in cycling and e-bike use would save the world a cumulative $24 trillion between 
2015 and 2050. 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
Heritage Stewardship – Land Degradation 
 
New ISO standard to combat land degradation  
18 October 2017  
By Sandrine Tranchard 
…A new ISO standard will help land managers at global and national scales put in place best 
practices to combat land degradation. The recently published ISO 14055-1:2017, Environmental 
management – Guidelines for establishing good practices for combatting land degradation and 
desertification – Part 1: Good practices framework, provides guidelines for developing good 
practices to combat land degradation and desertification in arid and non-arid regions. 
 
The standard refers to actions or interventions undertaken with the purpose of preventing or 
minimizing land degradation or, where land is already degraded, aiding its recovery to improve 
productivity and ecosystem health. 
 

https://www.iso.org/news/ref2233.html
https://www.iso.org/obp/ui/#iso:std:iso:14055:-1:ed-1:v1:en


   

 

Because managing our land-based capital impacts directly on human livelihood and health, the 
standard covers the various topics that must be considered when establishing good practices, 
such as the respect for human rights, forest management and agricultural practices, climate 
conditions and industrial activities, among others. 
 
ISO 14055-1 will serve as a useful tool for land managers, land users, technical experts, and 
private and public organizations, as well as for policy makers involved in the management of land 
resources for ecological, productivity, economic or social purposes. It advocates a fundamental 
shift in behaviour towards a more sustainable use of land and is intended to complement and 
support the activities of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD). 
 
ISO 14055-1 and its complement, the future ISO/TR 14055-2, which provides regional 
applications of the principles in Part 1, will help to achieve the United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goal 15 for the protection, restoration and sustainable management of land-based 
ecosystems. In doing so, we can hope to reach a “land-degradation-neutral world” by the year 
2030. 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
Biodiversity – Rural Development, Migration, Food Security 
 
Message of the Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biological Diversity, Dr. 
Cristiana Paşca Palmer, on the occasion of World Food Day 16 October 2017 
 “Change the future of migration. Invest in food security and rural development”  
People are on the move. Political instability, extreme weather events and other factors have 
forced more people to flee their homes than at any time since the Second World War.  
 
The vast majority of migrants, about 763 million, move within their own countries. Many migrants 
come from rural areas, where more than 75 per cent of the world’s poor and food insecure 
depend on agriculture and natural resource-based livelihoods. Their prime motivation is often to 
escape hardships caused by a variety of factors. Poverty, food insecurity, lack of job opportunities 
and increased competition for scarce land and water resources lead people to seek an escape. 
The effects of climate change as well as political conflicts are likely to create further migration 
pressures both within and across countries.  
 
The consequences of migration pose several challenges and opportunities for food security, 
sustainable agriculture and rural development. Importantly, agriculture and rural development can 
address some of the root causes of migration, as well as natural resource depletion due to 
environmental degradation and climate change. Creating conditions that allow rural people to stay 
at home if safe to do so, and have more resilient livelihoods, is a crucial component of any plan to 
tackle the migration challenge.  
 
Food production depends largely on biodiversity and on the services provided by ecosystems. We 
would not have the thousands of different crop varieties and animal breeds without the rich 
genetic pool of the species they originated from. We could not keep livestock, fish or grow trees 
and other plants without the services delivered by the terrestrial and marine ecosystems 
underpinned by biodiversity, including the often invisible contribution from micro- organisms and 
invertebrates.  
 

https://www.iso.org/standard/64647.html
http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/biodiversity/
https://www.cbd.int/doc/speech/2017/sp-2017-10-16-food-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/speech/2017/sp-2017-10-16-food-en.pdf


   

 

The genetic diversity within components of food production ensures continuing improvements in 
food production, allows adaptation to current needs and ensures adaptability to future ones. 
Agricultural biodiversity is also essential for agricultural production systems, supporting the 
provision of ecosystem services such as pollination, pest control, nutrient cycling, erosion control 
and water supply.  
 
With climate change comes more frequent and more extreme weather events. Thus it is critical 
that we build more resilient agricultural landscapes and food systems. We can achieve this 
through sustainable ecological intensification of agriculture, including reducing our reliance on 
agrochemicals for increasing and improving yields, while minimizing negative impacts on the 
environment by integrating the ecosystem services delivered by biodiversity into agricultural 
production systems.  
 
We also need to ensure the health and safety of the soil ecosystem. Ecosystem services from soil 
can include contributions to food security, climate change mitigation, water retention, and 
biomass. As stated in the World Soil Charter, careful soil management not only secures 
sustainable agriculture, it provides for climate regulation and a pathway for safeguarding 
ecosystem services. Healthy soils also help to prevent erosion, desertification, and landslides.  
 
There is no question that investing in sustainable rural development, climate change adaptation 
and resilient rural livelihoods is an important part of the global response to the current migration 
challenge. Today, on World Food Day, let us remember the role that biodiversity plays in 
providing for food security and human well-being. 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
UN Foundation Honors Five Global Leaders 
His Highness the Aga Khan, Senator Bob Corker, the UN Mine Action Service (UNMAS), Ellie 
Goulding, and Mars, Inc. receive awards for global leadership 
NEW YORK (PRWEB) October 18, 2017  
 
In recognition of the exemplary individuals, organizations, and corporations who have dedicated 
their time and resources to support the work of the United Nations and the Sustainable 
Development Goals, the United Nations Foundation and the United Nations Association of the USA 
(UNA-USA) honored five recipients with the 2017 Global Leadership Awards at the annual Global 
Leadership Dinner in New York City.  
 
“The world needs today a strong, modernized, and reformed UN,” said United Nations Secretary-
General António Guterres. “The world needs today the full engagement of the United States of 
America’s international relations. The world needs today, more than ever, strong cooperation 
amongst the United Nations and the United States of America.”  
 
The evening’s event also marked the 20th anniversary of Ted Turner’s announcement of a historic 
$1 billion gift to UN causes, which he made at the Global Leadership Dinner in 1997. In 
recognition of this gift, Kathy Calvin, President and CEO of the UN Foundation said, “Ted could 
have put that $1 billion anywhere; instead he decided to put it to work through the United Nations 
to serve the world.” 
 
The honorees recognized at the event included:  

http://www.prweb.com/releases/2017/10/prweb14822541.htm


   

 

Mars, Incorporated for the company’s commitment to the Sustainable Development Goals, 
through their Sustainable in a Generation Plan, which aims to protect the planet.  
 
Ellie Goulding, Singer, Songwriter, and Record Producer for her commitment to climate action 
by championing efforts such as Earth Hour through the #MakeClimateMatter campaign and 
engaging children on climate change through Sesame Street. 
  
United Nations Mine Action Service (UNMAS) in recognition of its inspiring and life-saving 
work over the past 20 years to mitigate the threats from mines and explosive remnants of war. 
 
Senator Bob Corker the Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee for his leadership 
on an issue of critical importance to the United States and the UN: ending modern day slavery. 
 
His Highness the Aga Khan for his leadership in global health, education, and the refugee crisis 
through the Aga Khan Development Network, as well his extensive work with the UN. 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
George Soros Transfers Billions to Open Society Foundations 
By DAVID GELLES  
New York Times, OCT. 17, 2017 
George Soros, the billionaire hedge fund manager and a major Democratic donor, has given $18 
billion to his Open Society Foundations, one of the largest transfers of wealth ever made by a 
private donor to a single foundation. 
 
The gift, made quietly over the past several years but disclosed only on Tuesday, has transformed 
Open Society into the second-biggest philanthropic organization in the United States, behind the 
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. It will also place Mr. Soros, a lightning rod for conservative 
critics, squarely in the middle of the social and political debates convulsing the country. 
 
Founded by Mr. Soros more than 30 years ago, Open Society promotes democracy and human 
rights in more than 120 countries. In recent years, the organization has increased its attention on 
the United States, investing in programs to protect gays and lesbians and reduce abuses by the 
police. 
 
The organization funded treatment centers during the 2014 Ebola outbreak, a center for Roma art 
and culture, and efforts to protect people in the United States from what it described as “a 
national wave of hate incidents” after the 2016 election. After that spike in hate crimes, Mr. Soros, 
87, committed $10 million to preventing such violence. 
 
“We must do something to push back against what’s happening here,” Mr. Soros said in 
November, lamenting what he called the “dark forces that have been awakened” by the election... 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Cholera 
 
Over 700 000 people vaccinated against cholera in Cox’s Bazar 
SEAR/PR/1669 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/10/17/business/george-soros-open-society-foundations.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/11/22/us/politics/george-soros-hate-crimes.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/11/22/us/politics/george-soros-hate-crimes.html
http://www.searo.who.int/mediacentre/releases/2017/1669/en/


   

 

Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh, 20 October 2017 – More than 700 000 people over the age of one year 
have been administered oral cholera vaccine in the first phase of a campaign here to protect the 
newly arrived Rohingya population and their host communities against the deadly diarrheal 
disease. 
 
“The coverage is commendable as the oral cholera vaccination campaign was planned and rolled 
out against very tight timelines. It demonstrates the commitment of the Ministry of Health, 
Bangladesh, partners on the ground, as well as partners such as GAVI and the International 
Coordinating Group on vaccine provision, to help secure the health and wellbeing of these 
immensely vulnerable people,” said Dr N Paranietharan, WHO Representative to Bangladesh. 
 
The first phase of the oral cholera vaccination (OCV) campaign covered 700 487 people aged one 
year and above, 179 848 of them children aged between one and five years. The campaign was 
launched on 10 October to cover 650 000 people. The second phase is scheduled for early 
November to give an additional OCV dose to children aged between one and five years, for added 
protection. 
 
“The campaign has successfully vaccinated nearly 180,000 children aged one to five years. We 
will organize another round for these children to provide them with a second dose that will better 
protect them against this dangerous disease,” said Edouard Beigbeder, UNICEF Representative in 
Bangladesh… 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
Emergencies 
 
POLIO  
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
Polio this week as of 18 October 2017 [GPEI] 
:: On Tuesday [above], Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Director-General of the World Health 
Organization, announced with great sadness the death of Dr Mahmoud M Fikri, WHO Regional 
Director for the Eastern Mediterranean (EMRO) Region. His leadership and dedication to public 
health, and unwavering support for polio eradication in Syria, Afghanistan and Pakistan will be 
greatly missed. The GPEI extends its sincere condolences to Dr Fikri’s family and his many 
colleagues and friends throughout WHO and the EMRO Region. 
 
:: Summary of newly-reported viruses this week:  
…Afghanistan: one new wild poliovirus type 1 (WPV1) case reported from Nangarhar province. 
Two new wild poliovirus 1 (WPV1) positive environmental samples reported, one from Hilmand 
and one from Kandahar provinces.  
…Pakistan: three new wild poliovirus 1 (WPV1) positive environmental samples reported, two in 
Balochistan province and one in Sindh province. See country-specific sections for further details. 
Syria: four new circulating vaccine derived poliovirus 2 (cVDPV2) cases reported in Deir Ez-Zor 
governorate, three from Mayadeen district, and one from Boukamal district. One new cVDPV2 
positive from a healthy child in Mayadeen district. 
 
::::::  
 
Situation reports on the polio outbreak in Syria  
Situation update 17 October 2017 

http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
http://www.emro.who.int/syr/syria-infocus/situation-reports-on-the-polio-outbreak-in-syria.html


   

 

   :: Four (4) new cases of cVDPV2 were reported this week— three (3) from Mayadeen district 
and one (1) from Boukamal district, Deir Ez-Zor governorate. 
   :: The total number of confirmed cVDPV2 cases is 52. 
   :: The second immunization round for Raqqa concluded on 13 October. According to 
administrative data, a total of 144,414 children aged 0-59m were vaccinated with mOPV2. The 
numbers of children reported vaccinated represented 96% of a revised estimated target 
calculated according to updated micro-plans. 
   :: IPV is being administered to children aged between 2-23 months in 2 districts, Raqqa and 
Thawra. The campaign in Raqqa and Thawra is ongoing. 
   :: 540,000 Aqua tabs were distributed to families together with vaccination in areas of Rural 
Raqqa (Salhabiyah, Khilah, Al-Rasheed camp, Hesha, Karama town and camp) during the second 
Raqqa campaign. 
   :: New areas were reached this round in the Thawra desert, where 4,550 children (representing 
65% of the target) under 5 were vaccinated after a gap of 18 months. 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies  [to 21 October 2017] 
The Syrian Arab Republic  
:: WHO health supplies revive weakened health facilities in besieged Deir-Ez-Zor Governorate in 
Syria  
   17 October, 2017, Damascus, Syria – A WHO shipment of health supplies delivered through the 
Syrian Arab Red Crescent to besieged Deir-Ez-Zor governorate in Syria has helped struggling 
health facilities deliver life-saving health services to thousands of people. 
   The 14–ton shipment includes medicines for trauma care, treatment of burns, antibiotics; anti-
allergens; cardiovascular medicines; and oral rehydration salts. In total, the supplies are sufficient 
for almost 1800 trauma cases and 260,000 medical treatments… 
:: Situation reports on the polio outbreak in Syria  
Situation update 17 October 2017 
[See Polio above] 
 
Nigeria  
WHO supports the immunization of 874,000 people against yellow fever in Nigeria 
News release 16 October 2017 
[See Milestones above for more detail] 
 
South Sudan  
Read the latest health situation report pdf, 2.07Mb  13 October 2017 
Republic of South Sudan 
CHOLERA SITUATION AND RESPONSE UPDATES 
13 OCTOBER 2017 
Epidemic trends 
   :: Cholera transmission has continued to decline countrywide with only three counties [Juba, 
Budi, and Fangak] reporting cholera cases in the last four weeks [38-41, 2017]. 
   :: In week 41, four out of 13 samples from Juba tested positive for Vibrio cholerae. 

 
Iraq  - No new announcements identified. 
Yemen - No new announcements identified. 
 
:::::: 

http://www.who.int/hac/donorinfo/g3_contributions/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/syr/en/index.html
http://www.emro.who.int/syr/syria-news/who-health-supplies-revive-weakened-health-facilities-in-besieged-deir-ez-zor-governorate-in-syria.html
http://www.emro.who.int/syr/syria-news/who-health-supplies-revive-weakened-health-facilities-in-besieged-deir-ez-zor-governorate-in-syria.html
http://www.emro.who.int/syr/syria-infocus/situation-reports-on-the-polio-outbreak-in-syria.html
http://www.who.int/hac/crises/nga/en/
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/news/releases/2017/immunization-yellowfever-nigeria/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/ssd/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/ssd/sitreps/south-sudan-cholera-update-13october2017.pdf?ua=1
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/irq/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/yem/en/index.html


   

 

 
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies  [to 21 October 2017] 
Cameroon  - No new announcements identified 
Central African Republic  - No new announcements identified.   
Democratic Republic of the Congo - No new announcements identified. 
Ethiopia  - No new announcements identified. 
Libya - No new announcements identified. 
Myanmar - No new announcements identified. 
Niger  - No new announcements identified. 
Ukraine  - No new announcements identified. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – L3 Emergencies 
The UN and its humanitarian partners are currently responding to three 'L3' emergencies. This is 
the global humanitarian system's classification for the response to the most severe, large-scale 
humanitarian crises.  
Iraq  
:: Thousands of Families from Kirkuk Are Returning [EN/AR/KU] 
    (Baghdad, 17 October 2017): In the past 48 hours, an estimated 61,200 people have been 
displaced in areas around Kirkuk. Humanitarian partners have dispatched mobile health clinics and 
are providing hot meals and food parcels to families who have fled. In coming days, partners will 
be providing 3,000 emergency food rations and hygiene items to families sheltering in public 
spaces. 
   “Authorities have confirmed that the majority of displaced families from Kirkuk are already 
returning to their homes in Kirkuk city,” said Ms. Lise Grande, Humanitarian Coordinator for Iraq. 
“Most of the families who are still displaced are staying with families and host communities.”… 
 
Syrian Arab Republic  
:: 19 Oct 2017  North East Syria Dashboard - September 2017 
…Up to 7,000 civilians remain trapped in Ar-Raqqa city and face increasingly deteriorating 
humanitarian conditions and protection concerns. Despite the risks of exposure to mines, snipers 
and military operations, some civilians have fled. 
…Displacements from and within Deir-ez-Zor Governorate continued due to heavy fighting and 
airstrikes. An estimated 63,902 people have been displaced from 1 September to 8 October. 
…The overall protection situation for civilians remains of high concern across north-eastern Syria, 
with ISIL reportedly actively preventing civilians attempting to flee the area. 
…Large influxes of IDPs from Deir-ez-Zor Governorate are straining existing capacities and 
services in IDP sites resulting in increased protection needs. 
 
Yemen  - No new announcements identified. 
 

:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Corporate Emergencies 
When the USG/ERC declares a Corporate Emergency Response, all OCHA offices, branches and 
sections provide their full support to response activities both at HQ and in the field. 
Ethiopia  
:: 20 Oct 2017  Ethiopia HRD 2017: Status Update, 19 October 2017 
   Since the revision of the Humanitarian Requirements Document (HRD) in August 2017, the 
humanitarian context in Ethiopia has continued to evolve which has led the Government and 

http://www.who.int/hac/donorinfo/g3_contributions/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/cmr/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/caf/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/cod/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/eth/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/lby/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/mmr/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/ner/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/ukr/en/index.html
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/iraq
https://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/thousands-families-kirkuk-are-returning-enarku
https://www.unocha.org/syria
https://reliefweb.int/node/2282129
https://www.unocha.org/yemen
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/ethiopia
https://reliefweb.int/node/2283994


   

 

humanitarian partners to further adjust the HRD requirements. In the food sector the needs have 
been revised slightly upwards to accommodate an increase in the number of beneficiaries through 
the inclusion of 4 million former Productive Safety Net Programme (PSNP) clients in the HRD. In 
other sectors such as health and nutrition, needs have also continued to increase mainly due to 
the deteriorating nutrition situation in Somali region, increase in the number of displaced people, 
as well as the Fall Army Worm (FAW) outbreak that continues to ravage crops throughout the 
country…. 
 
DRC  - No new announcements identified 
Nigeria  - No new announcements identified 
Somalia  - No new announcements identified 
 

 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 

Agency/Government/IGO Watch 
We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for key 
media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on regional or 
global level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific coverage is limited. 
Please suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
 
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly  
[to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.un.org/en/unpress/ 
Selected Press Releases/Meetings Coverage  
20 October 2017  
GA/SHC/4208 
Governments Must Do More to Protect Displaced Persons, End Forced 
Disappearances, Experts Tell Third Committee amid Calls for Greater Adherence to 
Conventions 
   The number of internally displaced persons had doubled to 40.3 million since 2000, and in many 
cases they had been forced to flee their homes by conflict and violence, the Special Rapporteur on 
the Human Rights of Internally Displaced Persons told the Third Committee (Social, Humanitarian 
and Cultural) today. 
 
18 October 2017  
GA/EF/3483 
Rapid City Expansion Unsustainable, Delegates Say, Urging Swifter Implementation of 
New Urban Agenda, as Second Committee Takes Up Human Settlements Programme 
   Accelerated efforts to address rapid urbanization would be necessary in implementing the New 
Urban Agenda and realizing the Sustainable Development Goals, delegates said today, as the 
Second Committee (Economic and Financial) took up the United Nations Human Settlements 
Programme (UN-Habitat). 
 
18 October 2017  
GA/SHC/4207 
Civil Society Vital to Protecting Human Rights while Fighting Terrorism, Ensuring 
Judicial Independence, Experts Tell Third Committee 
   Civil society had a crucial role to play in protecting human rights while countering terrorism, and 
in assuring the independence of judges and lawyers, the Third Committee (Social, Humanitarian 

https://www.unocha.org/drc
https://www.unocha.org/nigeria
https://www.unocha.org/somalia
http://www.un.org/en/unpress/
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/gashc4208.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/gashc4208.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/gashc4208.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/gaef3483.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/gaef3483.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/gashc4207.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/gashc4207.doc.htm


   

 

and Cultural) heard today as special mandate holders on those topics engaged in a spirited 
back-and-forth with delegate 
 
17 October 2017  
SG/SM/18753-DEV/3295-OBV/1746 
Leaving No One Behind Means Listening to Poor People, Acting with Them, 
Says Secretary-General in Message on Day for Eradication of Poverty 
 
17 October 2017  
SG/SM/18752-ENV/DEV/1817 
Secretary-General Hails Launch of Global Dryland Alliance as Effort to Address Land 
Degradation, Linked Challenges of Food, Energy Security 
http://www.globaldrylandalliance.org/en/ 
 
16 October 2017  
GA/SHC/4205 
International Human Rights Standards Must Translate to Programmes on 
Ground, United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights Tells Third Committee 
   International human rights standards “can and must” be translated into programmes on the 
ground, the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights told the Third Committee 
(Social, Humanitarian and Cultural) today, pointing to gender-related killings in Central America, 
massive migration from Myanmar to Bangladesh and ongoing tragedy in Syria. 
 
16 October 2017  
GA/11962 
General Assembly, by Secret Ballot, Elects 15 Member States to Serve Three-Year 
Terms on Human Rights Council 
   The General Assembly today elected, by secret ballot, 15 States to serve on the Human Rights 
Council, the United Nations body responsible for the promotion and protection of all human rights 
around the globe. 
   Those elected were Afghanistan, Angola, Australia, Chile, Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
Mexico, Nepal, Nigeria, Pakistan, Peru, Qatar, Senegal, Slovakia, Spain and Ukraine.  All would 
serve three-year terms beginning on 1 January 2018. 
   The 15 outgoing members were Albania, Bangladesh, Bolivia, Botswana, Congo, El Salvador, 
Ghana, India, Indonesia, Latvia, Netherlands, Nigeria, Paraguay, Portugal and Qatar.  In 
accordance with Assembly resolution 60/251, those Member States were eligible for immediate re-
election except the delegation which had served two consecutive terms, namely Botswana, 
Congo, India and Indonesia. 
  The 15 new members were elected according to the following pattern: 4 seats for African States; 
4 seats for Asia-Pacific States; 2 seats for Eastern European States; 3 seats for Latin American 
and Caribbean States; and 2 seats for Western European and other States. 
  Newly elected to the Geneva-based body were Afghanistan, Angola, Australia, Chile, Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, Mexico, Nepal, Nigeria, Pakistan, Peru, Senegal, Slovakia, Spain and 
Ukraine.  Qatar was re-elected for an additional term. 
   Assembly President Miroslav Lajcak (Slovakia) announced that the following States would also 
continue as members of the Council: Belgium, Brazil, Burundi, China, Côte d'Ivoire, Croatia, Cuba, 
Ecuador, Egypt, Ethiopia, Georgia, Germany, Hungary, Iraq, Japan, Kenya, Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia, 
Panama, Philippines, Republic of Korea, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Slovenia, South Africa, 
Switzerland, Togo, Tunisia, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom, United States and Venezuela… 
 
 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sgsm18753.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sgsm18753.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sgsm18752.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sgsm18752.doc.htm
http://www.globaldrylandalliance.org/en/
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/gashc4205.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/gashc4205.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/ga11962.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/ga11962.doc.htm


   

 

UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 21 October 
2017] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true  
Selected Press Releases – “TOP NEWS” 
Prevention of Torture: UN human rights body suspends Rwanda visit citing 
obstructions 
   GENEVA/KIGALI (20 October 2017) – The United Nations Subcommittee on Prevention of 
Torture (SPT) has suspended a visit to Rwanda due to a series of obstructions imposed by 
authorities, such as accessing some places of detention, confidentiality of certain interviews and 
over concerns that some interviewees could face reprisals. 
   The delegation suspended the visit on day five of their planned seven-day mission because of 
Rwanda’s lack of cooperation which prevented the SPT from fulfilling its mandate under the 
Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading 
Treatment or Punishment (OPCAT). It is only the third time in 10 years that the SPT has 
suspended a mission. 
   “We have been barred from completing our work in some places, and grave limitations have 
been imposed on granting access to certain places of detention,” said Arman Danielyan, head of 
the SPT delegation. “We have also been unable to carry out private and confidential interviews 
with some persons deprived of their liberty. Moreover, many of those we have managed to 
interview have expressed fears of reprisals. We must not place the persons that have cooperated 
with us in danger,” he added. 
   The delegation concluded that the visit as a whole had been compromised to such an extent 
that it had to be suspended as the SPT mandate could not be effectively carried out… 
 
UN Human Rights Chief to visit Peru (23-24 Oct) and Uruguay (25-27 Oct) 
 
Iran: UN rights experts urge immediate release of Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe after fresh charges 
 
Kenya must lift protest ban and end pattern of police brutality ahead of poll, UN experts warn 
 
No place for enforced disappearances in 2017, UN experts say 
 
 
Surveillance, big data and open data top UN expert’s privacy agenda 
 
Malta must bring killers of Daphne Caruana Galizia to justice and protect journalists – UN experts 
 
UN women’s rights committee to review Burkina Faso, Democratic People's Republic of Korea, 
Guatemala, Israel, Kenya, Kuwait, Monaco, Nauru, Norway, Oman, Paraguay and Singapore 
 
 
Committee on the Rights of the Child [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx 
18 October 2017 
UN rights experts urge Iran to halt imminent execution of juvenile Amirhossein Pourjafar 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the sale and sexual exploitation of children 
 [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx  
No new digest content identified. 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22273&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22273&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22268&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22267&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22238&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22270&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22271&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22262&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22263&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22263&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22258&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx


   

 

 
 
SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and 
Armed Conflict [to 21 October 2017] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest 
attainable standard of physical and mental health  [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in 
Conflict [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN OCHA [to 21 October 2017] 
https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases 
Selected Press Releases 
21 October 2017 
Humanitarians are reaching thousands of recently displaced people [EN/AR/KU] 
 
19 October 2017 
UN Secretary-General appoints new members to Emergency Response Fund’s Advisory Group 
 
17 October 2017 
Thousands of Families from Kirkuk Are Returning [EN/AR/KU] 
 
16 October 2017 
Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, Mr. Mark 
Lowcock Remarks at Member States briefing following his mission to Bangladesh (2-4 October 
2017) 
 
16 October 2017 
Joint Statement on the Rohingya Refugee Crisis 
 
 
UNICEF  [to 21 October 2017] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/ 
20 October, 2017  
Violence in Myanmar driving up to 12,000 Rohingya refugee children into Bangladesh 
every week – UNICEF  
   DHAKA, BANGLADESH/GENEVA, 20 October 2017 – Desperate living conditions and waterborne 
diseases are threatening more than 320,000 Rohingya refugee children who have fled to southern 
Bangladesh since late August, including some 10,000 who crossed from Myanmar over the past 
few days, UNICEF said today.  
 

https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/
https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases
https://reliefweb.int/node/2284789
https://reliefweb.int/node/2281834
https://reliefweb.int/node/2277249
https://reliefweb.int/node/2277014
https://reliefweb.int/node/2277014
https://reliefweb.int/node/2277014
https://reliefweb.int/node/2274374
https://www.unicef.org/media/
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_101080.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_101080.html


   

 

7,000 newborns die every day, despite steady decrease in under-five mortality, new 
report says 
   NEW YORK/GENEVA/WASHINGTON, 19 October 2017 – Every day in 2016, 15,000 children died 
before their fifth birthday, 46 per cent of them – or 7,000 babies – died in the first 28 days of life, 
according to a new UN report.   
 
South Sudan Conflict: 5,000 children reunited with family by Save the Children, 
UNICEF and partners 
   JUBA, 18 October 2017 – Since conflict broke out in South Sudan in 2013, Save the Children, 
UNICEF and partners have successfully reunited more than 5,000 children with their families.  
 
Endless violence shutters schools, teachers unpaid for a year, threatening education 
for 4.5 million children in Yemen 
   AMMAN, 18 October 2017 - “More than two and a half years of renewed conflict in Yemen have 
once again put the education of 4.5 million children on the line, adding to the long list of bitter 
hardships that children have endured. Three quarters of teachers have not received their salaries 
in nearly a year, and the violence has forced one in ten schools across the country to close.  
 
Geneva Palais Briefing - UNICEF Rohingya refugee response funding 
   GENEVA/NEW YORK, 17 October 2017 - Without immediate additional funding, UNICEF will not 
be able to continue providing lifesaving aid and protection to Rohingya children who have fled 
horrific violence in Myanmar for refuge in Bangladesh. Almost 60 per cent of the 582,000 refugees 
who have fled Myanmar since August 25 are children – and thousands more are crossing each 
week.  
 
Muzoon Almellehan returns to Jordan to meet Syrian refugees striving to get an 
education 
   AMMAN/NEW YORK, 16 October 2017 – UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador Muzoon Almellehan 
travelled to Jordan to meet children who, like her, fled the Syria conflict and are now determined 
to go to school despite extremely challenging circumstances. It was the first time Muzoon had 
returned to the country – where she spent three years in refugee camps, before being resettled in 
the United Kingdom with her family in 2015. 
 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html 
Press releases and news comments 
New World Bank-UNHCR joint data centre to improve global statistics on forced displacement 20 
Oct 2017 
 
UNHCR Statement: Australia must prevent looming humanitarian emergency in Papua New Guinea 
18 Oct 2017 
 
Joint Statement on the Rohingya Refugee Crisis 16 Oct 2017 
 
Briefing Notes  
Bangladesh: Thousands of new arrivals assisted at transit centre, camp 20 Oct 2017 
 
Libya: Refugees and migrants held captive by smugglers in deplorable conditions 17 Oct 2017 
 
Up to 15,000 refugees stranded near Bangladesh-Myanmar border 17 Oct 2017 

https://www.unicef.org/media/media_101066.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_101066.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_101065.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_101065.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_101063.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_101063.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_101057.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_101054.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_101054.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2017/10/59ea0f984/new-world-bank-unhcr-joint-data-centre-improve-global-statistics-forced.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2017/10/59e8a0384/unhcr-statement-australia-must-prevent-looming-humanitarian-emergency-papua.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2017/10/59e4c17e5/joint-statement-rohingya-refugee-crisis.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2017/10/59e9b35e4/bangladesh-thousands-new-arrivals-assisted-transit-centre-camp.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2017/10/59e5c7a24/libya-refugees-migrants-held-captive-smugglers-deplorable-conditions.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2017/10/59e5c73f4/15000-refugees-stranded-near-bangladesh-myanmar-border.html


   

 

 
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
Selected Announcements 
15,000 Eritrean Refugees Relocated in Ethiopia by UN Migration Agency 
2017-10-20 16:05 
   Addis Ababa – IOM, the UN Migration Agency has relocated over 15,000 Eritrean refugees in the 
Tigray Region of Ethiopia since 1 March 2017. 
 
Mediterranean Migrant Arrivals Reach 146,849 in 2017; Deaths Reach 2,783 
2017-10-20 16:04 
   Geneva – IOM, the UN Migration Agency, reports that 146,849 migrants and refugees entered 
Europe by sea in 2017 through 18 October, with over 75 per cent arriving in Italy. 
 
UN Agencies Vow to Tackle Migration Challenge through Improved Food Security and 
Rural Development 
2017-10-20 16:02 
   New York – IOM, the UN Migration Agency, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations (FAO), the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), the World Food 
Programme (WFP), and the Permanent Missions of Mexico, Italy and the Philippines, this year... 
 
UN Principals call for solidarity with Rohingya refugees 
2017-10-17 09:44 
Joint Statement on the Rohingya Refugee Crisis 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
 
UNAIDS [to 21 October 2017]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
Update  
20 October 2017 
Civil society and WFP increasing food security in Ukraine  
 
19 October 2017 
UNAIDS urges United Republic of Tanzania to implement HIV Prevention 2020 Road Map  
 
19 October 2017 
Republic of Moldova to fund HIV prevention services for key populations  
 
18 October 2017 
Parliamentarians call for firm action towards ending the AIDS epidemic  
 
17 October 2017 
ILO’S VCT@WORK has reached 6 million workers  
 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 21 October 2017] 
Latest news  

http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases
http://www.iom.int/news/15000-eritrean-refugees-relocated-ethiopia-un-migration-agency
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http://www.iom.int/news/un-agencies-vow-tackle-migration-challenge-through-improved-food-security-and-rural-development
http://www.iom.int/news/un-principals-call-solidarity-rohingya-refugees
http://www.unaids.org/en
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2017/october/20171018_ukraine
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2017/october/20171019_tanzania
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2017/october/20171019_moldova
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2017/october/20171018_parliamentarians
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2017/october/20171017_vct_work


   

 

WHO supports containment of rare virus on Uganda-Kenya border  
   20 October 2017 – WHO is working to contain an outbreak of Marburg virus disease that has 
appeared in eastern Uganda on the border with Kenya.  
 
Governments commit to reduce suffering and deaths from noncommunicable diseases  
    18 October 2017 – Heads of State and Government and ministers from around the world today 
committed to new and bold action to reduce suffering and death from noncommunicable diseases 
(NCDs), primarily heart and lung diseases, cancers and diabetes, the world’s leading killers. 
 
Highlights  
Responding to children and adolescents who have been sexually abused 
   October 2017 – Sexual abuse of children and adolescents is a gross violation of their rights and 
a global public health problem. It adversely affects the health of children and adolescents. Health 
care providers are in a unique position to provide an empathetic response to children and 
adolescents who have been sexually abused.  
 
Evaluation of the election of the Director-General of WHO 
   October 2017 - The Sixty-fifth World Health Assembly decided, in resolution WHA65.15 (2012), 
that an evaluation, open to all Member States, will be conducted by the Executive Board within 
one year from the appointment of the next Director-General of WHO, to assess the efficacy of the 
revised process and methods for the election of the Director-General, in order to discuss any need 
for further enhancing fairness, transparency and equity among the Member States of the six 
regions of WHO.  
 
WHO delivers lifesaving trauma medicines and supplies for victims of Mogadishu 
blasts 
   October 2017 – WHO has delivered lifesaving blood supplies and trauma care medicines as part 
of its emergency response to the bombings in Mogadishu, Somalia on 14 October, in which more 
than 275 people were killed and more than 300 people severely injured.  
 
Handwashing an affordable way to prevent diseases and save lives 
   October 2017 - Global Handwashing Day is an opportunity to design, test, and replicate creative 
ways to encourage people to wash their hands with soap at critical times.  
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO     
:: South Sudan conducts Joint External Evaluation of Core capacities for International Health 
Regulation (2005) 20 October 2017  
:: WHO supports containment of rare virus on Uganda-Kenya border20 October 2017  
:: WHO supports Bayelsa state to rapidly contain outbreak of Monkeypox virus. 20 October 2017  
:: WHO facilitates training on contact tracing for health professionals and volunteers on Plague 
:: Namibia Continues to invest in Polio Eradication  19 October 2017  
:: Monkey pox virus-Sultan dispels rumours linking outbreak to vaccine safety. 18 October 2017  
:: Suspected cases from Seychelles test negative for plague  18 October 2017  
:: Supporting the mental health needs of frontline responders 18 October 2017  
:: WHO supports the immunization of 874 000 people against yellow fever in Nigeria 16 October 
2017  
 

http://www.who.int/entity/mediacentre/news/releases/2017/virus-uganda-kenya/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/mediacentre/news/releases/2017/reduce-noncommunicable-diseases/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/clinical-response-csa/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/about/evaluation/election/en/index.html#Web-based survey_DGelectioneval
http://www.emro.who.int/som/somalia-news/who-delivers-lifesaving-trauma-medicines-and-supplies-for-victims-of-mogadishu-blasts.html
http://www.emro.who.int/som/somalia-news/who-delivers-lifesaving-trauma-medicines-and-supplies-for-victims-of-mogadishu-blasts.html
http://www.who.int/entity/life-course/news/events/global-handwashing-day-2017/en/index.html
http://www.afro.who.int/
http://www.afro.who.int/news/south-sudan-conducts-joint-external-evaluation-core-capacities-international-health-regulation
http://www.afro.who.int/news/south-sudan-conducts-joint-external-evaluation-core-capacities-international-health-regulation
http://www.afro.who.int/news/who-supports-containment-rare-virus-uganda-kenya-border
http://www.afro.who.int/news/who-supports-bayelsa-state-rapidly-contain-outbreak-monkeypox-virus
http://www.afro.who.int/news/who-facilitates-training-contact-tracing-health-professionals-and-volunteers-plague
http://www.afro.who.int/news/namibia-continues-invest-polio-eradication
http://www.afro.who.int/news/monkey-pox-virus-sultan-dispels-rumours-linking-outbreak-vaccine-safety
http://www.afro.who.int/news/suspected-cases-seychelles-test-negative-plague
http://www.afro.who.int/news/supporting-mental-health-needs-frontline-responders
http://www.afro.who.int/news/who-supports-immunization-874-000-people-against-yellow-fever-nigeria


   

 

WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
:: Governments commit to reduce suffering and deaths from noncommunicable diseases 
(10/19/2017) 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
:: Over 700 000 people vaccinated against cholera in Cox’s Bazar  20 October 2017 
[See Cholera above for more detail] 
 
WHO European Region EURO  
:: European Region makes huge gains in NCD response, but needs faster progress 19-10-2017  
:: Obituary: Dr Mahmoud M. Fikri, WHO Regional Director for the Eastern Mediterranean Region 
18-10-2017  
:: Using taxes to beat NCDs: success story in Hungary 17-10-2017  
:: Giving influenza vaccination a boost among older people 16-10-2017  
:: Nurse Gladis leads the way on influenza vaccination in Jönköping, Sweden 16-10-2017  
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: WHO delivers additional trauma care supplies to patients injured in Mogadishu attacks, Somalia  
19 October 2017 
:: Tenfold increase in childhood and adolescent obesity in four decades  11 October 2017 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
No new digest content. 
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2017/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release 
17 October 2017  
Press Release 
The State of World Population 2017 
Unchecked inequality and failure to protect the rights of poorest women could undermine peace 
and world’s development goals, new UNFPA report warns: 
:: Only about half of the world’s women hold paid jobs 
:: Globally, women earn 77 per cent of what men get 
:: Three in five women worldwide lack maternity leave, many pay "motherhood penalty" 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
 
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
Selected Press Releases/Announcements 
Government of China supports Caribbean countries to build back better after 
hurricanes 
   As governments in several Caribbean countries start rebuilding key infrastructure, housing and 
communities after hurricanes Maria and Irma hit several island nations a month ago, the 
Government of the…  

http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=466&Itemid=40108&lang=en
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=13830&Itemid=1926&lang=en
http://www.searo.who.int/
http://www.searo.who.int/mediacentre/releases/2017/1669/en/
http://www.euro.who.int/
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/noncommunicable-diseases/pages/news/news/2017/10/europe-makes-huge-gains-in-ncd-response,-but-needs-faster-progress2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/home/sections/news/2017/10/obituary-dr-mahmoud-m.-fikri,-who-regional-director-for-the-eastern-mediterranean-region
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/noncommunicable-diseases/pages/news/news/2017/10/using-taxes-to-beat-ncds2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/communicable-diseases/influenza/news/news/2017/10/giving-influenza-vaccination-a-boost-among-older-people2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/communicable-diseases/influenza/news/news/2017/10/nurse-gladis-leads-the-way-on-influenza-vaccination-in-jonkoping,-sweden2
http://www.emro.who.int/
http://www.emro.who.int/som/somalia-news/who-delivers-additional-trauma-care-supplies-to-patients-injured-in-mogadishu-attacks-somalia.html
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/news/releases/2017/increase-childhood-obesity/en/
http://www.wpro.who.int/
http://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2017/
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release
http://www.unfpa.org/press/state-world-population-2017
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/articles/2017/China-supports-Caribbean-countries-to-build-back-better.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/articles/2017/China-supports-Caribbean-countries-to-build-back-better.html


   

 

Posted on October 20, 2017 
 
Niue to create large-scale marine protected area 
   The tiny Pacific island country of Niue is now in the global big leagues of marine conservation. 
At the Our Ocean Conference in Malta on October 5, the government of Niue announced its 
decision to…    
Posted on October 20, 2017 
 
UNDP continues to expand stabilization support for Iraqi Government to help families 
return home, including minority communities  
   The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) continues to support the Government of 
Iraq on stabilization projects to restore vital services in areas freed from ISIL. More than 1200 
projects are…  
Posted on October 19, 2017 
 
Post-hurricane needs assessment kicks off in Dominica 
   Following the colossal category 5 hurricane that decimated the Caribbean island nation of 
Dominica on 18 September a UN-wide Post Disaster Needs Assessment (PDNA) kicks off today, 
led by a senior UNDP…  
Posted on October 18, 2017 
 
With the European Union’s support, UNDP is helping Cuba recover from Hurricane 
Irma  
   The European Commission's Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid Operations (ECHO) is 
providing EUR 700,000 to UNDP to support Cuban families affected by hurricane Irma, which 
battered the island on 8…    
Posted on October 18, 2017 
 
Eradication of Poverty - October 17, 2017 
  Statement on International Day for the Eradication of Poverty - October 17, 2017  Read more 
Posted on October 16, 2017 
 
Development of national evaluation capacities can contribute to eradicating poverty, 
promoting prosperity and protecting our planet  
   Country-level evaluation capacities have a key role to play in helping the world to achieve the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), experts said here today at the largest evaluation 
conference to…    
Posted on October 16, 2017 
 
 
UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 21 October 2017] 
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 

UN Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN)  [to 21 October 2017] 
http://unsdsn.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 

UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division  [to 21 October 2017] 

http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/pressreleases/2017/niue-to-create-large-scale-marine-protected-area.html
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http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/speeches/2017/international-day-for-the-eradication-of-poverty---october-17--2.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/pressreleases/2017/developing-national-evaluation-capacities-for-people-planet-and-progress.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/pressreleases/2017/developing-national-evaluation-capacities-for-people-planet-and-progress.html
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/
http://unsdsn.org/news/


   

 

http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/ 
Sixth meeting of the IAEG-SDGs 
   The sixth meeting of the Inter-agency and Expert Group on Sustainable Development Goal 
Indicators (IAEG-SDGs), will be held from 11 to 14 November 2017 in Manama, Kingdom of 
Bahrain. The meeting will be hosted by The Bahrain Center for Strategic, International and Energy 
Studies (DERASAT).  
 
 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.unep.org/newscentre/ 
October 22, 2017  Press Release  
Volvo Ocean Race crew set to sail against marine plastic  
:: Team ‘Turn the Tide on Plastic’ races for UN Environment’s #CleanSeas marine plastic 
campaign 
:: The first leg of the challenging nine-month race around the world’s oceans starts October 22 in 
Alicante, Spain  
  
October 18, 2017  Press Release  
Spain signs up to UN Clean Seas campaign  
|  
:: 32nd country to join UN global campaign 
:: A significant boost for efforts to protect marine life, human health and ocean economies 
 
October 16, 2017  Press Release  
Rabobank and UN Environment join forces to finance sustainable agriculture with new 
billion-dollar facility 
:: Facility aims to finance sustainable land use and help achieve the Paris Climate Agreement and 
Sustainable Development Goals 
:: Facility aims to provide grants, de-risking instruments and credit to clients involved in 
sustainable agricultural production 
 
 
UNISDR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.unisdr.org/archive 
18 Oct 2017 
Africa gets ready for Sendai Monitor 
   The African Union has announced plans to increase the number of member States with national 
disaster loss data bases and to put a training programme in place in preparation for the roll-out 
next year of the Sendai Monitor, the UNISDR-backed mechanism for measuring progress in 
reducing disaster losses. 
 
17 Oct 2017 
UN Secretary-General: Sendai Framework is essential to achieving the SDGs 
   The UN Secretary-General António Guterres marked International Day for Disaster Reduction 
with a call to reduce the numbers of people affected by disasters and said the Sendai Framework 
is essential to achieving the SDGs. 
 
 
UN DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 21 October 2017] 

http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/meetings/iaeg-sdgs-meeting-06/
http://www.unep.org/newscentre/
http://www.unep.org/newscentre/volvo-ocean-race-crew-set-sail-against-marine-plastic
http://www.unep.org/newscentre/spain-signs-un-clean-seas-campaign
http://www.unep.org/newscentre/rabobank-and-un-environment-announce-new-billion-dollar-partnership-kickstart-climate-smart
http://www.unep.org/newscentre/rabobank-and-un-environment-announce-new-billion-dollar-partnership-kickstart-climate-smart
http://www.unisdr.org/archive
http://www.unisdr.org/archive/55520
http://www.unisdr.org/archive/55482


   

 

https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news.html 
19 October 2017, New York  
Transport Sector Is “Off Track” to Sustainability 
The transport sector is not on track towards achieving sustainable mobility, according to the 
Global Mobility Report launched today. 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
 
UNESCO  [to 21 October 2017] 
http://en.unesco.org/news 
17.10.17 
Shahida Hasnain (Pakistan) and Samir Saha (Bangladesh) to receive Carlos J. Finlay 
UNESCO Prize for Microbiology 
   Professor Shahida Hasnain of Pakistan and Dr Samir Saha of Bangladesh have been named as 
the two laureates of the 2017 Carlos J. Finlay UNESCO Prize for Microbiology. The Prize will be 
presented to them on 6 November during the 39th session of the General Conference of UNESCO, 
which will bring together the Organization’s 195 Member State from 30 October to 14 November. 
   Founder and Chairperson of the Department of Microbiology and Molecular Genetics at the 
University of Punjab in Lahore (Pakistan), Shahida Hasnain has won numerous distinctions for her 
work. Her department is today recognized as a centre of excellence both for its equipment and 
expertise. 
   Professor Hasnain significantly contributed to advances in research in environmental, 
agricultural and medical microbiology. She has notably worked on the heavy metal detoxification 
mechanisms, salt stress tolerance mechanisms, and bacterial morphogenesis. 
   Dr Samir Saha is the head of the Microbiology Department of the Dhaka Shishu Hospital for 
children (Bangladesh). He is also the Executive Director of The Child Health Research Foundation 
at the Bangladesh Institute of Child Health. 
   As leading researcher in paediatrics, he played a key role in introducing to Bangladesh vaccines 
against two bacteria that cause meningitis, which had a direct positive impact on the health of 
children in the country. He has also led research into the resistance to treatment of some 
pneumococcal diseases…. 
 
 
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 21 October 2017] 
http://unhabitat.org/media-centre/news/ 
Posted October 20, 2017 
New countries and cities to benefit from low emission development support 
   Nairobi, 20 October 2017 – The United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat) 
and ICLEI – Local Governments for Sustainability (ICLEI), are expanding their work on low 
emission planning to a further four countries.  
 
UN-Habitat and partners launch the Urban Pathway project 
   Berlin, 18 October 2017-UN-Habitat, together with its partners, the Wuppertal Institute of 
Climate, Energy and Environment and UN Environment launched the “ Urban Pathways-
Supporting Low Carbon Plans for basic services at a two-days’ workshop in Germany.  
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FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2016/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ILO International Labour Organization  [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm 
WESO 2017 
Innovative firms are more competitive and create more jobs   
20 October 2017  
   The ILO’s World Employment and Social Outlook 2017: Sustainable Enterprises and Jobs, 
released earlier this month shows innovative companies tend to be more productive, create more 
jobs and employ more skilled and female workers. ILO News discussed some of these findings 
with Marva Corley-Coulibaly, lead author of the report. 
 
New report ECLAC/ILO 
Urban unemployment will keep rising in Latin America and the Caribbean and is seen 
reaching 9.4% in 2017   
19 October 2017  
   In a new joint report, ECLAC and the ILO indicate that labour conditions deteriorated in a 
context of low regional economic growth, although some signs of recovery exist. 
 
VCT@WORK 
More than 4.1 million tested for HIV under VCT@WORK initiative   
17 October 2017  
  The Voluntary Counselling and Testing at work (VCT@WORK) initiative has reached over 6 
million workers and family members. Of those, more than 4.1 million were tested for HIV and 
103,000 referred to access anti retro-viral treatment. 
 
VCT@WORK 
Testing for HIV at the workplace – on the farm, in the mines and at the hairdressers   
17 October 2017  
   Over 4.1 million workers took HIV test in 18 countries as part of ILO’s efforts to fast track HIV 
testing. 
 
World Employment and Social Outlook 2017 – Sustainable enterprises and jobs 
ILO calls for new strategies to help SMEs get loans   
16 October 2017  
Bank loans can help firms improve job quality and productivity, but are often difficult to get for 
Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs). Consequently, policy-makers should look into ways to 
make it easier for SMEs to access such  
 
 
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/default.aspx 
20/10/17 
Middle East Directors General of Civil Aviation reach significant agreements on 
aviation safety, security and cooperation 
 
16/10/17 
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ICAO Conference on sustainable alternative fuels agrees on new 2050 Vision to guide 
future development and deployment 
 
 
IMO International Maritime Organization  [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 21 October 2017] 
http://public.wmo.int/en/search?sort_by=changed&f[0]=type%3Anews 
Publish Date: 19 October 2017  
WMO Science Summit focuses on improved Earth system predictions  
Press Release  
   The World Meterological Organization is holding a Science Summit as part of its continuing drive 
to ensure that the best possible science serves society in the best possible way to meet the 
challenges posed by fundamental changes in the environment and an ever-growing global 
population.  
 
 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html 
Tuesday, 17 October 2017 
SAP and UNIDO join forces to enable UN Sustainable Development Goals with 
innovative technologies 
   Walldorf and Vienna, 17 October 2017 — SAP SE and the United Nations Industrial 
Development Organization (UNIDO) today announce the signing of a joint declaration to advance 
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable... 
 
Monday, 16 October 2017 
Second international scientific conference on leading and innovating towards 
sustainable business development 
   HO CHI MINH CITY, 12 October 2017 - The United Nations Industrial Development Organization 
(UNIDO) and the Open University of Ho Chi Minh City (HCMC-OU) have co-organized a second 
conference on "Leading and innovating towards...  
 
 
International Organization for Standardization (ISO)  [to 21 October 2017] 
https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/ 
20 October 2017  
Revised IDMP standards to improve description of medicinal products worldwide  
By Sandrine Tranchard  
   A series of standards called IDMP (Identification of Medicinal Products) standards is under 
revision and will bring a host of benefits to patients and the healthcare community. Implementing 
these standards should simplify the exchange of information between stakeholders and enhance 
the interoperability...  
 
18 October 2017  
New ISO standard to combat land degradation  
By Sandrine Tranchard 
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…A new ISO standard will help land managers at global and national scales put in place best 
practices to combat land degradation. The recently published ISO 14055-1:2017, Environmental 
management – Guidelines for establishing good practices for combatting land degradation and 
desertification – Part 1: Good practices framework, provides guidelines for developing good 
practices to combat land degradation and desertification in arid and non-arid regions. 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
17 October 2017  
Information Security Management System auditors welcome ISO/IEC 27007 
publication  
By Barnaby Lewis  
   To continue providing us with the products and services that we expect, businesses will handle 
increasingly large amounts of data. The security of this information is a major concern to 
consumers and companies alike fuelled by a number of high-profile cyberattacks.  
 
16 October 2017 
Building trust in organizations with a new guidance document being developed 
By Clare Naden  
   … ISO’s committee of experts that specializes in governance (ISO/TC 309) has just been given 
the green light to develop an ISO international guidance standard that will help organizations 
establish good governance practices, going beyond the avoidance of risk and contributing to their 
long-term value overall. 
   Axel Kravatzky, Co-Convenor of the working group that is developing the standard, who was 
appointed by TTBS, ISO’s member for Trinidad and Tobago, said: 
   “There are many governance standards out there, yet there are currently none that are 
applicable to organizations that span all jurisdictions, industries, sectors and types. 
   “With increased connectedness and interdependence, the importance of this is rising 
continuously. This standard will therefore fill this gap in standardization, allowing it to be 
accessible and useful for any organization, whether it crosses different sectors and geographies or 
is simply a small business that feels it can benefit from better governance.” 
   Victoria Hurth, Co-Convenor of the working group, who was appointed by BSI, ISO’s member in 
the UK, said: “The benefits of good governance are well evidenced. As well as reducing the risk of 
bad surprises that can destroy an organization, a well-governed organization is more trusted and 
attracts talent, which in turn drives performance and investment. The proposed new standard has 
the potential to increase the number of socially, environmentally and economically sustainable 
organizations, providing multiple benefits for investors and society as a whole.” 
   The new guidance standard for the governance of organizations is due to be published by 
2020… 
 
 
UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 21 October 2017] 
http://media.unwto.org/news 
16 October 2017 
The UNWTO/PATA Forum on Tourism Trends and Outlook focus on sustainable 
tourism 
  The World Tourism Organization (UNWTO), the Pacific Asia Travel Association (PATA) and the 
People’s Government of Guilin of China held the 11th UNWTO/PATA Forum on Tourism Trends 
and Outlook on 10-12 October 2017. The theme of this year’s edition - ‘Sustainable Tourism: 
Beyond Being Green’, aligns with the celebration of the 2017 International Year of Sustainable 
Tourism for Development. 
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WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CBD  Convention on Biological Diversity [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.cbd.int/press-releases/  
2017-10-12  
Message of the Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biological Diversity, Dr. 
Cristiana Paşca Palmer, on the occasion of World Food Day 16 October 2017 
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 

:::::: 
 
USAID [to 21 October 2017] 
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information 
October 19, 2017 
USAID Administrator Mark Green's Keynote Speech for the World Food Prize  
Remarks 
   A hundred years ago Teddy Roosevelt had this to say about challenges like this: he said, look, 
far and away the greatest prize that life has to offer is the chance to work hard at work worth 
doing.  And I submit to all of you here today that sustainable agriculture, Feed the Future, these 
new partnerships, especially as applied to daunting challenges like the Fall Armyworm, hard work, 
but God knows it's worth doing… 
 
USAID Administrator Green Announces Call to Action, New Private Sector Partnerships  
October 19, 2017 
Statement by Clayton M. McCleskey, Acting Spokesperson 
  In a keynote address at the annual World Food Prize in Des Moines, Iowa, United States Agency 
for International Development (USAID) Administrator Mark Green announced a call to action to 
combat the Fall Armyworm, a devastating crop pest that threatens to create a new humanitarian 
crisis in Africa.  He also announced new partnerships with several private sector companies to 
promote global food security. 
 
 
DFID  [to 21 October 2017] 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development 
Selected Press Releases 
UK aid provides lifeline to defenceless and wounded Syrians to help them return to a 
liberated Raqqa  
22 October 2017  DFID  Press release 
 
DRC: UK provides urgent lifesaving aid to victims of escalating conflict in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo  
20 October 2017  DFID  Press release 
 
 
ECHO  [to 21 October 2017] 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news 
17/10/2017 
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Humanitarian milestone: the EU's Emergency Social Safety Net reaches 1 million 
refugees in Turkey 
   Launched in September 2016, and implemented by the World Food Programme (WFP) and the 
Turkish Red Crescent in collaboration with the Turkish government, the European Union's flagship 
humanitarian programme, the Emergency Social Safety Net (ESSN),...  
 
:::::: 
 
African Union [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.au.int/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
October 21, 2017  
STATEMENT OF THE CHAIRPERSON OF THE AFRICAN UNION COMMISSION ON 
AFRICA HUMAN RIGHTS DAY  
 
October 18, 2017  
An initial appraisal of Africa’s path towards sustainable development  
Joint AfDB-AU-ECA-UNDP baseline report urges sustained commitment to reducing poverty and 
calls for upgrading the continent’s statistical capabilities to ensure and track future progress 
   New York, 18 October 2017 — A new report launched today states that in spite of recent 
progress, African countries need to sustain efforts to eradicate extreme poverty and gender 
inequality and also improve their statistical capabilities to implement and track progress towards 
Africa’s own Agenda 2063 and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 
   Jointly published by the African Union Commission (AUC), the United Nations Economic 
Commission for African (ECA), the African Development Bank (AfDB), and the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP), the 2017 Africa Sustainable Development Report: Tracking 
Progress on Agenda 2063 and the Sustainable Development Goals, was launched today during a 
high -level event hosted by the African Permanent Observer Mission to the United Nations. 
   …The baseline report focuses on the continent’s advances along the six goals of the 2017 HLPF 
[Goal 1 (End Poverty); Goal 2 – (Zero Hunger); Goal 3 (Good Health and Well-being); Goal 5 
(Gender Equality); Goal 9 (Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure); and Goal 14 (Life below 
water)] and towards the realization the Africa’s regional development framework… 
 
October 16, 2017  
African Union Strives to Close the Skills Gap Across the Continent  
 
 
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations  [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.asean.org/news 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
ASEAN pledges stronger commitment for disaster management 
   LUANG PRABANG, 20 October 2017 – A series of high level meetings on disaster management, 
including the 5th ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on Disaster Management, 6th Meeting of the 
Conference of the Parties to ASEAN Agreement on Disaster Management and Emergency 
Response, and the ASEAN Day for Disaster Management (ADDM) concluded yesterday in Luang 
Prabang.  
 
ASEAN Plus Three to promote people-to-people connectivity through tourism and 
cultural exchanges 
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   PHNOM PENH, 18 October 2017 - The Regional Workshop for East Asian Volunteers’ 
Programme is being held on 15-19 October in Phnom Penh, Cambodia. The key objectives of this 
workshop are to strengthen existing programmes and various strategies to support institutional 
building and enhance skills of participants as well as to promote people-to-people connectivity 
through [...] 
 
 
European Commission [to 21 October 2017] 
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1 
17/10/2017    
1 million refugees in Turkey reached by EU's Emergency Social Safety Net  
The EU funded Emergency Social Safety Net (ESSN) programme has now reached one million 
refugees living in Turkey.  
   European Commission - Press release Brussels, 17 October 2017 The EU funded Emergency 
Social Safety Net (ESSN) programme has now reached one million refugees living in Turkey. 
Launched by the European Commission in September 2016, and implemented by the World Food 
Programme and the Turkish Red Crescent in collaboration with...  
 
 
OECD  [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/publicationsdocuments/bydate/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
19-October-2017 
Luxembourg is a generous aid donor and solid ally to partner countries  
   Already one of the most generous providers of aid, Luxembourg has strengthened its 
development co-operation in recent years. It could build on this by setting out a clear vision for 
the future that factors in new risks of instability in fragile countries and ensures no vulnerable 
groups are overlooked, according to a new OECD Review.  
 
18-October-2017 
Population ageing and rising inequality will hit younger generations hard  
18/10/2017 - Younger generations will face greater risks of inequality in old age than current 
retirees and for generations born since the 1960s, their experience of old age will change 
dramatically. Moreover, with family sizes falling, higher inequality over working lives and reforms 
that have cut pension incomes, some groups will face a high risk of poverty, according to a new 
OECD report. 
  
Preventing Ageing Unequally says that in 1980, there were only 20 people aged 65 and over for 
every 100 of working-age, on average across the OECD; by 2015 this number had risen to 28 and 
by 2050 is projected to almost double to reach 53. Many OECD and emerging economies are 
ageing much faster. At the same time, inequalities have been increasing from one generation to 
the next. Among people starting their working life it is now already much higher than among 
today’s elderly.  
  
The future elderly will be in more diverse situations: people will live longer but more will have 
been unemployed at some point in their working lives and earned low wages, while others will 
have enjoyed higher, stable earning paths. 
  
Inequalities in education, health, employment and income start building up from early ages, 
according to the report. A 25-year old university-educated man can expect to live almost 8 years 
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longer than his lower-educated peer, on average across countries; for women the difference is 4.6 
years. At all ages, people in bad health work less and earn less. Over a career, bad health reduces 
lifetime earnings of low-educated men by 33%, while the loss is only 17% for highly-educated 
men. 
  
Low earners tend to have a lower life expectancy than high earners and this reduces further their 
total pensions. Raising the retirement age tends to widen inequality in total pensions between low 
and high earners, but the impact is small. Gender inequality in old age, however, is likely to 
remain substantial: annual pension payments to the over-65s today are about 27% lower for 
women on average, and old-age poverty is much higher among women than men. 
  
Old-age inequality issues are even more acute in emerging economies and several, including 
Brazil, China and India, are facing rapid ageing at a relatively early stage of development, have 
wider health inequalities than OECD countries and a less effective social safety net. 
  
To tackle these issues, the OECD says that countries should take a life course approach focusing 
on three areas: 
  
Prevent inequality before it cumulates over time. Measures should include providing good quality 
childcare and early education, helping disadvantaged youth into work and expanding health 
spending on prevention to target at risk groups. 
  
Mitigate entrenched inequalities. Health services should move to a more patient-centred approach 
and employment services should boost efforts to help the unemployed back into work, as well as 
remove barriers to retain and hire older workers. 
  
Cope with inequalities at older ages. Reforms to retirement income systems cannot remove 
inequality among older people but can mitigate it. Well-designed first-tier pensions can limit the 
impact on pension benefits of socio-economic differences in life expectancy. Some countries have 
pension adequacy risks, especially for women. Making home care affordable and providing better 
support to informal carers would also help reduce inequalities in long-term care. 
 
 
Organization of American States (OAS)   [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.oas.org/en/ 
October 19, 2017 
OAS and UN Celebrate Global Contribution of Afro-Descendants 
   Celebrating the contributions and legacy of people of African descent in the Americas as well as 
their resilience and adaptability, the Organization of American States (OAS) partnered with the 
United Nations and Afrodiaspora Inc. for the premiere screening of a film along with a panel 
discussion at OAS headquarters in Washington, D.C., on Wednesday.  
   “Familiar Faces/Unexpected Places: A Global African Diaspora," an eye-opening documentary 
produced by noted cultural anthropologist Sheila S. Walker, explores the contributions of the Afro-
diaspora to technology, gastronomy, art, religion and culture. The film spotlights communities of 
African peoples in all the countries of the Americas, as well as in some unfamiliar places such as 
Turkey, India, Vanuatu, and Reunion Island and emphasizes Afro-descendants not as oppressed 
and marginalized but as pioneers and luminaries and proud descendants of one of the world’s 
most advanced and intellectual societies. 
   The documentary itself provided a fitting entrée to the panel discussion that followed, while 
“Remember Slavery: Recognition, Justice and Development,” a companion exhibition, was 
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mounted in the OAS Hall of Heroes just outside the Hall of the Americas where the event was 
taking place… 
 
October 16, 2017 
Message from the Secretary General on Venezuela  
 
 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.oic-oci.org/home/?lan=en 
22/10/2017 
Al Othaimeen: King Salman’s Academy on the Prophet’s Hadith will Combat Terrorism 
and Extremism Through Authentic Texts 
  OIC Secretary General, Dr. Yousef A. Al Othaimeen, extolled the pioneering and historic step 
that came in the shape of a royal decree to establish King Salman’s Academy on the Prophet’s 
Hadith (sayings).  
   The Secretary General asserted that the Academy will tap into the Hadith Sciences for the 
upkeep of the noble Prophet’s tradition and to stand firmly as a bastion against misinterpretations 
and fallacies perpetrated against the noble tradition. Such a step, he affirmed, will help combat 
the phenomena of terrorism, extremism and misinterpretation through authentic Shariaa texts… 
 
 
Group of 77  [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.g77.org/ 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by Mr. Esteban Cadena Duarte, First Secretary 
- Permanent Mission of Ecuador to the United Nations, at the Second Committee of the Seventy-
second session of the UN General Assembly on agenda item 20: Implementation of the 
outcomes of the United Nations Conferences on Human Settlements and on Housing 
and Sustainable Urban Development and Strengthening of the United Nations Human 
Settlements Programme (UN-HABITAT) (New York, 18 October 2017) 
 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by Mr. Esteban Cadena Duarte, First Secretary 
- Permanent Mission of Ecuador to the United Nations, at the Second Committee of the Seventy-
second session of the UN General Assembly on agenda item 25: Agriculture development, 
food security and nutrition (New York, 16 October 2017) 
 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by Mr. Luis Oña Garcés, Second Secretary of 
the Permanent Mission of Ecuador to the United Nations, in the Sixth Committee of the General 
Assembly under agenda item 80 "United Nations programme of assistance in the teaching, 
study, dissemination and wider appreciation of international law" (New York, 16 
October 2017) 
 
:::::: 
 
UNCTAD  [to 21 October 2017] 
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
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[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives] 
Ukraine files WTO complaint over Russian import, transit restrictions 
19 October 2017 
   Ukraine has requested WTO consultations with Russia regarding Russian measures affecting 
trade in certain products such as juice, alcoholic beverages, confectionery and wallpaper from 
Ukraine. The request was circulated to WTO members on 19 October.  
 
Azevêdo underlines growing importance of services in global trade 
17 October 2017 
   Speaking at the Global Services Summit in Washington D.C. on 17 October 2017, Director-
General Roberto Azevêdo highlighted that trade in services accounts for almost 50 per cent of 
world trade today. He said that updating rules for trade in services is one of a wide range of 
issues currently being discussed by WTO members and he looked forward to working with a 
variety of stakeholders, including the private sector, “to build a stronger trading system — which 
supports the services industry and continues to promote growth, development, and job creation 
everywhere”. 
 
:::::: 
 
IPU  Inter-Parliamentary Union   [to 21 October 2017] 
https://www.ipu.org/en/news 
18 October 2017 
Over 800 MPs worldwide call for the end of intolerance, mistrust and violence 
   Parliamentarians from 155 countries have committed to pursuing cultural pluralism and peace 
through interfaith and inter-ethnic dialogue. In a declaration issued at the close of the 137th 
Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) Assembly (#IPU137) in St. Petersburg, Russian Federation, IPU 
Member Parliaments have called for transparency, accountability and respect for human rights 
and the rule of law to serve as the basis for building sustainable and peaceful diversity. 
[See Week in Review above for detail] 
 
Political crises increase worldwide as human rights violations against opposition MPs 
rise 
18 October 2017 
   The Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) has expressed deep concern about the increasing 
repression and escalation of human rights violations against opposition MPs in Cambodia, 
Venezuela, Turkey and the Maldives on the closing day of the 137th IPU Assembly in St. 
Petersburg, Russian Federation. The IPU has called for fact-finding missions by the IPU 
Committee on the Human Rights of Parliamentarians to be sent to the four countries in the very 
near future. 
 
World MPs condemn the ethnic cleansing of the Rohingya minority in Myanmar 
17 October 2017 
   The global parliamentary community has condemned today the ethnic cleansing of the 
Rohingya minority in the Northern Rakhine state of Myanmar. MPs have called upon the 
Government of Myanmar to end immediately the violence and forced displacement of the 
Rohingya and the blatant violations of their human rights. 
 
Parliamentarians need to step up efforts to hold governments to account 
16 October 2017 
[See Week in Review above for detail on this report] 
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International Court of Justice  [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Criminal Court (ICC)  [to 21 October 2017] 
Trying individuals for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/ 
Statement 19 October 2017 Presidency 
ICC President Judge Fernández keynote address at the Nuremberg Forum 2017  
Judge Silvia Fernández de Gurmendi President of the International Criminal Court  
Keynote address on the occasion of the Nuremberg Forum 2017  
“10 years after the Nuremberg Declaration on Peace and Justice: ‘The Fight against Impunity at a 
Crossroad’”  
20 October 2017  
   …Ten years have elapsed since more than three hundred practitioners, academics and 
policymakers gathered here, in Nuremberg, to tackle one of the most critical question of our time: 
how can justice contribute to ensuring peace in the long term. And how to reconcile peace and 
justice in the short time, when diplomats and mediators are striving to reach an agreement to 
cease the violence.  
   The question of how justice impacts on peace was very much at the centre of the negotiations 
for the creation of a permanent international criminal court. However, some of the practical 
implications of this question could be more clearly discerned only a few years later, when the 
Court started to make “waves” through actual investigations in situations of ongoing violence. 
Was the Court´s work really contributing to peace, or was it rather the spoiler in an already 
complex environment? What was a rather rhetorical question during diplomatic discussions 
became almost existential when the Court became operational.  
   The initiators of the Declaration sought to combine the knowledge and expertise of many in 
order to provide some answers to this fundamental question that continues to be highly relevant 
today.  
Ten years after this adoption and after some thirty years of international criminal justice, including 
fifteen years of operations at the Court, it is an appropriate time to take stock of where we stand 
and contrast the principles of the Declaration against the experience we have gained… 
 
Press Release 5 October 2017  
ICC holds two-day psychosocial conference of experts on protecting vulnerable 
witnesses  
   This week, the International Criminal Court (ICC) hosted a conference on protecting vulnerable 
groups in witness protection from 4 to 5 October 2017. It was the 4th psycho-social conference of 
the Europol Network in Witness Protection and was attended by psychological experts from 35 
countries and international organisations. 
 
:::::: 
 
World Bank [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
Billion-Dollar Projects Fuel Spike in Private Sector Infrastructure Investment  

http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases
https://www.icc-cpi.int/
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=171020-stat-pres
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=PR1337
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   Singapore, October 20, 2017: Multi-billion dollar projects are fueling stronger private sector 
investment in infrastructure projects in developing countries, which increased by 24 percent from 
2016 levels,...  
Date: October 20, 2017 Type: Press Release 
 
New World Bank-UNHCR joint data center to improve global statistics on forced 
displacement  
   WASHINGTON, October 20, 2017 – The World Bank Group (WBG) and United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) are joining forces to establish a joint data center on forced 
displacement to greatly...  
Date: October 20, 2017 Type: Press Release Language: English  
 
Fiji Issues First Developing Country Green Bond, Raising $50 Million for Climate 
Resilience  
   Washington, D.C., October 17, 2017 — Fiji has become the first emerging market to issue a 
sovereign green bond, raising 100 million Fijian dollars, or US$50 million, to support climate 
change mitigation...  
Date: October 17, 2017 Type: Press Release  
 
Fiji Issues First Developing Country Green Bond, Raising $50 Million for Climate 
Resilience  
   Washington, D.C., October 17, 2017 — Fiji has become the first emerging market to issue a 
sovereign green bond, raising 100 million Fijian dollars, or US$50 million, to support climate 
change mitigation...  
Date: October 17, 2017 Type: Press Release 
 
Intergenerational Mobility Improves in Latin America and the Caribbean  
World Bank releases new data showing educational contributions to mobility  
   WASHINGTON, October 17, 2017 – Economic mobility across generations in Latin America and 
the Caribbean (LAC) has improved as people...  
Date: October 17, 2017 Type: Press Release 
 
World Bank/IMF Annual Meetings 2017: Development Committee Communiqué  
Date: October 14, 2017 Type: Press Release 
 
 
IMF  [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?DateFrom=2017-01-01&DateTo=2017-12-31 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week]  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
African Development Bank Group  [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Africa-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
AfDB’s agricultural transformation strategy to guarantee 513 million tons of additional 
food production 
   20/10/2017 - The African Development Bank (AfDB) has developed a new initiative called the 
Technologies for African Agricultural Transformation (TAAT) initiative – a knowledge- and 

http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2017/10/20/new-world-bank-unhcr-joint-data-centre-to-improve-global-statistics-on-forced-displacement
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2017/10/20/new-world-bank-unhcr-joint-data-centre-to-improve-global-statistics-on-forced-displacement
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2017/10/17/fiji-issues-first-developing-country-green-bond-raising-50-million-for-climate-resilience
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2017/10/17/fiji-issues-first-developing-country-green-bond-raising-50-million-for-climate-resilience
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2017/10/17/fiji-issues-first-developing-country-green-bond-raising-50-million-for-climate-resilience
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2017/10/17/fiji-issues-first-developing-country-green-bond-raising-50-million-for-climate-resilience
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2017/10/17/intergenerational-mobility-improves-in-latin-america-and-the-caribbean
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2017/10/14/world-bankimf-annual-meetings-2017-development-committee-communique
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?DateFrom=2017-01-01&DateTo=2017-12-31
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/afdbs-agricultural-transformation-strategy-to-guarantee-513-million-tons-of-additional-food-production-17463/
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/afdbs-agricultural-transformation-strategy-to-guarantee-513-million-tons-of-additional-food-production-17463/


   

 

innovation-based response to the recognized need to scaling up proven technologies across 
Africa. 
 
Adesina to set up fund for young farmers, agripreneurs with US $250,000 World Food 
Prize money 
   20/10/2017 - “I am proud as the Governor of Iowa State to proclaim Dr. Akinwumi Adesina as 
the 2017 World Food Prize Laureate.” With these words, the Governor of the State of Iowa, Kim 
Reynolds, officially named President of the African Development Bank (AfDB), Akinwumi Adesina, 
as the 2017 World Food Prize Laureate... 
 
Adesina calls for immediate action over deepening crisis of global malnutrition 
   20/10/2017 - African Development Bank President Akinwumi Adesina has called for urgent 
action from stakeholders over the deepening crisis of global malnutrition. 
 
AfDB and OpenOil launch report on how African governments manage extractive 
resources 
   19/10/2017 - The African Development Bank (AfDB) and OpenOil, a Berlin-based financial 
analysis firm, have jointly produced a report on how African governments use financial models to 
manage oil & gas and mining projects. The report was launched at the 13th Annual General 
Meeting of the Intergovernmental Forum on Mining, Minerals, Metals and Sustainable 
Development (IGF) in Geneva, Switzerland. 
 
Going Digital - AfDB’s ‘50 Million Women Speak Digital Platform’ set to create Digital 
Value that underpins Africa’s future economic transformation 
   19/10/2017 - Online platforms can dramatically change the digital economy and bring enormous 
benefits in today's digital society. They play a prominent role in the creation of 'digital value' that 
underpins future economic growth and as such are of major importance to the effective 
functioning of the digital market . 
 
AfDB launches pilot programme to cultivate the savannah in eight African countries 
   19/10/2017 - The savannahs of Africa cover a mind-boggling 600 million hectares, of which 400 
million hectares are cultivable, the President of the African Development Bank, Akinwumi Adesina, 
has said. 
Africa holds the key for feeding 9 billion people by 2050, Adesina says during Norman 
Borlaug Lecture 
   17/10/2017 - Africa holds the key for feeding the nine billion people that will inhabit this planet 
by 2050, the President of the African Development Bank and 2017 World Food Prize Laureate, Dr. 
Akinwumi Adesina, said during his Norman Borlaug Lecture delivered on World Food Day. 
 
World Food Day: AfDB urges African leaders to make agriculture attractive to young 
Africans and stem migration 
   16/10/2017 - On the occasion of the 2017 World Food Day, the African Development Bank has 
highlighted how Africa’s food security depends on attracting young people to agriculture and 
agribusiness. The sector can potentially create wealth and employment for African youth, thereby 
stemming migration. 
 
 
Asian Development Bank  [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.adb.org/news/releases 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
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17 October 2017 
ADB Launches New Funded Trade Finance Product with J.P. Morgan to Promote Trade 
in Developing Asia 
   ADB and J.P. Morgan today signed an agreement to support trade in developing Asia. The 
partnership is the first of its kind under the ADB Trade Finance Program’s (TFP) new funded risk 
sharing product. 
 
16 October 2017 
ADB to Double Climate Financing for the Pacific in 2017-2020, Signs First Agreement 
with GCF 
   ADB will more than double the level of climate financing it will mobilize for its Pacific developing 
member countries to over $500 million between 2017 and 2020. 
 
 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank   [to 21 October 2017] 
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 21 October 2017] 
https://www.ifad.org/newsroom/press_release/list/tags/y2017 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 

:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
   We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new research 
and major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, collaborations, and 
initiatives across the human rights, humanitarian response and development spheres of action.  
   This Watch section is intended to be indicative, not exhaustive. We will not include fund raising 
announcements, programs events or appeals, and generally not include content which is primarily 
photo-documentation or video in format. 
 
 
Action Contre la Faim – Action Against Hunger  [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/en 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 21 October 2017] 
http://amref.org/news/news/ 
18/10/2017 
Amref Health Africa, Partners Launch Campaign to Mitigate Nurses Strike 
   Rapid Response Initiatives on Health Service Delivery in the Country  Amref Health Africa in 
Kenya in collaboration with the Ministry of Health and other partners is taking part in the rapid 
response CatchUp campaign to mitigate effects of the ongoing countrywide industrial action by 
nurses… 
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17/10/2017 
Innovate for Life Fund Welcomes its First Group of Young Entrepreneurs  
   Amref Health Africa and Grassroots Business Fund (GBF) hosted the first group of young 
entrepreneurs selected to join  the ‘Innovate for Life Fund accelerator’ in Nairobi, Kenya, on 25-29 
September 2017.   The chosen innovators come from three different countries: Kenya (2), Ghana 
(1) and Nigeria (3)… 
 
 
Aravind Eye Care System  [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.aravind.org/default/currentnewscontent 
http://amref.org/news/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
  
BRAC  [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.brac.net/#news 
Wednesday, 18 October 2017 00:00  
BRAC immunises over 167000 from Cholera in Ukhia and Teknaf  
   The world’s second largest oral vaccination campaign, led by the Ministry of Health, ended 
yesterday on a highly successful note. With a target set to immunise 650,000 people in Cox’s 
Bazar, the joint efforts of both public and private aid providers helped exceed the reach to 
679,678 individuals. 
   In addition to the children arrived from Myanmar, BRAC is also making an effort to provide 
health treatments for host community children. These initiatives are being taken to ensure the 
prevention of widespread diseases. BRAC has administered over 167000 individuals with oral 

cholera vaccinations. Aside from that, 1,53000 medical services have been provided that includes 

treatment for fever, pneumonia and diarrhoea… 
 
 
CARE International  [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases 
17th Oct 2017     
At least 448,000 refugees witnessed or experienced gender-based violence 
Bangladesh  
   “We have encountered horrific stories of sexual violence experienced by refugees during their 
journeys" 
 
 
Clubhouse International  [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 21 October 2017] 
https://www.drc.dk/news 
19.10.2017 
New report: Life in Limbo 
   A new report focuses on the consequences of thwarted mobility for refugees, asylum seekers 
and other migrants in Serbia.  
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ECPAT  [to 21 October 2017]  
http://www.ecpat.net/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Fountain House  [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Handicap International  [to 21 October 2017]  
http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Heifer International  [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HelpAge International  [to 21 October 2017]  
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
ICRC  [to 21 October 2017] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
Selected News Releases, Reports and Articles   
Authorities must step up efforts to find missing persons and fulfil their international 
obligations 
   Families of missing persons have the right to know what happened to their relatives, and 
authorities have a duty to provide them with answers. 
20-10-2017 | News release  
 
ICRC director-general voices concern about missing persons as he visits Belgrade 
   Belgrade (ICRC) – In the first visit to Serbia by high-level officials from the International 
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) since 2001, ICRC Director-General Yves Daccord voiced 
concern about the slowdown in the process of ascertaining the fate o 
19-10-2017 | News release  
 
Mexico: Speech given by the president of the ICRC, Peter Maurer, at the National 
Autonomous University of Mexico 
   Speech given by the president of the ICRC, Peter Maurer, at the panel discussion “Migration and 
Internal Displacement: National and Global Challenges” at the Faculty of Law of the National 
Autonomous University of Mexico.  
19-10-2017 | Statement  
 
The critical challenges of migration and displacement  
   Of the 65 million people displaced by violence and war, just over 20 million are refugees, while 
the remaining majority are displaced in their own countries, often more than once. 
18-10-2017 | Statement  
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Somalia: Urgent medical supplies reach hospitals for bomb blast victims 
   Mogadishu/Nairobi (ICRC) – The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and the 
Somali Red Crescent Society (SRCS) have been responding to urgent needs following Saturday's 
explosion in Mogadishu. 
16-10-2017 | News release  
 
Remains of victims of 1992–93 armed conflict in Abkhazia handed over to families 
   The remains of 25 people who went missing in connection with the 1992–93 armed conflict in 
Abkhazia were handed over to their families today. 
16-10-2017 | News release  
 
 
IFRC   [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/press-releases/ 
Africa, Madagascar 
IFRC Secretary General calls for global support for plague response in Madagascar 
   Antananarivo/ Geneva, 19 October 2017—The Secretary General of the International Federation 
of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC), Elhadj As Sy has appealed for international 
support for Madagascar’s plague response, at the end of an emergency … 
19 October 2017 
 
Asia Pacific, Bangladesh 
Red Cross emergency hospital opens in Cox’s Bazar 
   A fully equipped field hospital opened today to provide vital health care to thousands of people 
from Myanmar living in dire conditions in Cox’s Bazar. 
16 October 2017 
 
Africa, Somalia 
IFRC and Somali Red Crescent Society mourn volunteers killed in yesterday’s blast in 
Mogadishu 
   Mogadishu/Geneva, 15 October 2017 – The International Federation of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies (IFRC) and the Somali Red Crescent Society are mourning the deaths of five 
Red Crescent volunteers, killed in a large explosion in Mogadishu yester … 
15 October 2017 
 
 
IRC  International Rescue Committee  [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 
Selected Press Releases & Statements 
Press Release  
IRC warns half a million Rohingya refugee children exposed to extreme trauma, in 
urgent need of education and protection 
October 19, 2017  
 
Press Release  
As Raqqa fighting comes to an end, IRC concerned for civilians in other ISIS 
controlled areas 
October 17, 2017  
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Statement  
Kirkuk clashes brings fears for civilians in Iraq once again 
October 16, 2017  
 
Statement  
The IRC mourns colleague killed in attack in Mogadishu 
October 15, 2017  
 
 
IRCT  [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.irct.org/ 
News 18 Oct 2017  
IRCT and its Independent Forensic Experts Group Instrumental in World Medical 
Association Resolution Prohibiting Forced Anal Examinations  
   The IRCT is delighted to learn that the World Medical Association (WMA) has unanimously 
adopted a resolution condemning forced anal examinations to substantiate same-sex sexual 
activity as unscientific, futile, and a form of torture or cruel, inhuman, and degrading treatment.  
   The resolution was passed at the WMA’s 68th General Assembly in Chicago.  Mary-Lynn Everson 
from Marjorie Kovler Centre, IRCT’s member in Chicago, represented IRCT at the event. 
 
 
Islamic Relief   [to 21 October 2017]  
http://www.islamic-relief.org/ 
Latest News 
[Undated] 
Islamic Relief Somalia team shaken but not deterred 
   A deadly bomb blast in Mogadishu on Saturday claimed more than 300 lives and injured 
hundreds more. The attack took place just 300 metres from Islamic Relief’s office in the Somali 
capital, shattering its doors and windows. Mercifully, none of our staff was injured, though the 
tragedy weighs heavily on our minds. Almost a year […] 
 
 
Landsea   [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified.  
 
 
Medecins du Monde   [to 21 October 2017]  
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 21 October 2017]  
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/news-stories/press/press-releases 
Press release 
Doctors Without Borders Challenges Pfizer's Unmerited Patent for Pneumonia Vaccine 
in Delhi High Court 
   NEW YORK/NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 13, 2017—The international medical humanitarian 
organization Doctors Without Borders/Médecins Sans Frontières(MSF) filed a petition before the 
High Court of Delhi today to overturn a patent granted to Pfizer pharmaceutical corporation on 
the pneumococcal conjugate vaccine (PCV). 
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Mercy Corps [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
Syria, October 19, 2017 
Mercy Corps Provides Urgent Assistance to Raqqa’s Civilians  
Global organization anticipates continued humanitarian crisis as military operations end  
   Amman, Jordan – With the city of Raqqa in Syria retaken from ISIS, the global organization 
Mercy Corps warns that the humanitarian crisis will continue for months to come, and it is unlikely 
that people will return to the city in the near term… 
 
 
Operation Smile  [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office 
Program Schedule 
Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve every 
opportunity for safe surgical care.  
 
 
OXFAM [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases 
16 October 2017 
Chad: The forgotten people within a silent crisis 
   More than 335,000 people continue to go hungry in the Lake Region of Chad – a place where 
only ten doctors are currently working and the international community has only funded $40m of 
a $121m humanitarian appeal. 
 
What happened at the 2017 World Bank and IMF Annual Meetings? 
15 October 2017 
   With the World Bank and International Monetary Fund Annual Meetings wrapping up, Nadia 
Daar, the head of Oxfam International’s Washington office commented on the week’s events, 
including developments on inequality, climate change, and tax policy.  
 
 
Norwegian Refugee Council   [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.nrc.no/ 
Global | 20. Oct 2017  
Disasters will displace 14 million people every year 
   Unless we act now, nearly 14 million people will be forced to from flee floods, earthquakes and 
storms every year in the next two decades, warns a new report on climate change and internal 
displacement.  
 
Somalia | 18. Oct 2017  
Grim milestone: Somalia drought and conflict forces one million people to flee 
  Over 1 million people in Somalia have been forced to abandon their homes this year seeking 
food and water, mainly due to drought.  
 
South-Sudan | 18. Oct 2017  
South Sudan: Seize this chance for peace 
   The United Kingdom and Norway must step up to help end South Sudan’s war before the 
window of opportunity slams shut, argues Jan Egeland.  
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Jordan|Syria | 17. Oct 2017  
A better education, a better life 
  “As a parent I always worry about my children going to a school far away,” says Ibrahim Fares, 
a father of two. “It worries me all the time.”  
 
 
Bangladesh|Iraq|Kenya|Pakistan | 17. Oct 2017  
Addressing broken promises: education for all 
   Around the world, millions of children and youth are deprived of the right to education. Every 
day, NORCAP experts work hard to support our partners to reach the global goal of education for 
all by 2030. Meet four of our deployees who have dedicated their lives to fighting for children’s 
right to education.  
 
Lebanon | 17. Oct 2017  
Education is still a priority 
   As the Syrian crisis  is in its seventh year accessing formal education is still difficult for refugees. 
Hundred thousands of children are deprived from education opportunities as they are forced to 
help their families make ends meet. However, for 17-year old Yasmine* and her family education 
remains a top priority.  
 
 
Pact  [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.pactworld.org/ 
October 11, 2017 
Foreign aid & development key to Tennessee's global economy 
   A lot has been written recently about the economic miracle taking place in Tennessee. Over the 
last three years, we have seen lower unemployment and higher growth compared to the national 
average. Jobs and revenues are up. This growth is part of a concerted effort by the state’s... 
 
October 11, 2017 
America gets back as much as it gives in foreign aid 
   How much of the United States federal budget goes to foreign aid? When the Kaiser Family 
Foundation asked that question in a 2015 poll, nearly a fifth of people couldn’t even venture to 
guess. Of those who answered, most said between 5 and 51 percent, and 10 percent of those 
thought we... 
 
 
Partners In Health  [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.pih.org/blog 
Oct 18, 2017  
Joint Statement on STREAM Stage One MDR-TB Clinical Trial Results  
   Partners In Health (PIH), Interactive Research and Development (IRD) and the Zero TB 
Initiative (ZTBI) welcome the release of the interim results from the STREAM Stage 1 clinical trial. 
This is the first clinical trial of a new treatment regimen for multidrug-resistant tuberculosis (MDR-
TB), and we congratulate the investigators for successfully conducting it.  
 
 
PATH  [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.path.org/news/index.php 
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Announcement | October 18, 2017 
Join PATH at the 66th American Society of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene Annual 
Meeting 
   PATH experts to share latest research and innovations to tackle malaria and other Neglected 
Tropical Diseases, underscore critical role of US in global health 
 
 
Plan International  [to 21 October 2017] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Save The Children [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/c.8rKLIXMGIpI4E/b.9506653/k.C303/Press_Releases_2017/a
pps/nl/newsletter2.asp 
Selected Press Releases 
Rohingya Camps a “Child Protection Disaster Waiting to Happen,” With More Than 
450,000 Children Out of School  
October 19, 2017 
 
Save the Children Statement on Recapture of Raqqa  
October 17, 2017 
 
As Wildfires Continue to Ravage California, Save the Children Offers Tips to Parents & 
Communities to Help Keep Kids Safe  
October 16, 2017 
 
 
SOS-Kinderdorf International  [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/about-sos/press/press-releases 
18.10.2017  
Costa Rica: One mother's success story 
   - Rosibel Quirós Abarca is unlike many of the mothers who come to the SOS Children's Villages 
family strengthening programme near Tres Ríos, Costa Rica, because she has a good family 
support structure. 
 
 
Tostan  [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.tostan.org 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Women for Women International  [to 21 October 2017]  
http://www.womenforwomen.org/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Vision  [to 21 October 2017] 
http://wvi.org/ 
Monday, October 16th 2017  
World Vision wins grand prize at major financial industry award competition  
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:: Aid agency wins Association of Finance Professionals’ Pinnacle Award  
:: Foreign exchange management program leads directly to greater impact on children  
:: Focus on children enables best practices to go even further says award winner  
 
::::: 
 
Freedom House [to 21 October 2017] 
https://freedomhouse.org/news 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Research 
Press Releases 
Freedom House and Partners Launch Project to Rebuild Support for Democracy 
October 19, 2017 
   Freedom House, the George W. Bush Institute, the Penn Biden Center for Diplomacy and Global 
Engagement today announced a project aimed at rebuilding strong bipartisan, public support in 
defense of democracy at home and abroad. 
 
 
Transparency International  [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases/ 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Research 
15 Oct 2017  
Delia Matilde Ferreira Rubio elected chair of Transparency International 
   Delia Matilde Ferreira Rubio was elected chair of Transparency International, the global anti-
corruption movement, at its Annual Membership Meeting in Berlin. Rueben Lifuka was elected as 
vice chair, along with seven new board members.  
 
::::: 
 
ChildFund Alliance  [to 21 October 2017] 
https://childfundalliance.org/ 
October 19, 2017  
ChildFund responds to Rohingya refugee crisis in Bangladesh 
Statements 
   ChildFund Alliance is responding to the unfolding humanitarian crisis in Bangladesh, where more 
than 500,000 Rohingya refugees have crossed the border to escape civil conflict in Myanmar. 
 
 
CONCORD  [to 21 October 2017] 
http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/ 
[European NGO confederation for relief and development] 
Oct 17, 2017  
Genuine aid: EU pushes commitment up to 2052 – AidWatch Report 2017 
by Newsroom | Oct 17, 2017 |  
   With only genuine aid being accounted, it would take the EU and its Member States another 30 
years to reach their commitment to 0.7% GNI, reveals the CONCORD AidWatch report 2017 “EU 
Aid Uncovered – how to reach the target on time” published today. 
 
AidWatch 2017: EU Aid in figures 
by Newsroom | Oct 16, 2017 |  
   How much did each EU country give to ODA in 2016? Get an answer in the accompanying 
graphs of the 2017 AidWatch Report. 
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Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre 
 [Action Aid, Age International, British Red Cross, CAFOD, Care International, Christian Aid, 
Concern Worldwide, Islamic Relief, Oxfam, Plan UK, Save the Children, Tearfund and World  
Selected Press Releases and Major Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
The Elders  [to 21 October 2017] 
http://theelders.org/news-media 
Press release 15 October 2017  
The Elders applaud Palestinian reconciliation; renew call for end to blockade of Gaza 
   The Elders warmly welcome the reconciliation agreement reached by Fatah and Hamas as an 
essential step towards the full reunification of the West Bank and Gaza, keeping alive prospects 
for the peaceful emergence of a Palestinian state. 
 
 
END Fund   [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.end.org/news 
Selected Press Releases and Major Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Evidence Aid   [to 21 October 2017] 
www.evidenceaid.org  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gavi [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.gavi.org/library/news/press-releases/ 
16 October 2017 
Attack on health facilities puts all Syrian children at risk 
   Gavi CEO urges all parties in Syria to stop attacks against health facilities following destruction 
of vaccine stocks and equipment. 
 
 
Global Fund [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/?topic=&type=NEWS;&country= 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Hilton Prize Coalition [to 21 October 2017] 
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/ 
An Alliance of Hilton Prize Recipients 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ICVA - International Council of Voluntary Agencies   [to 21 October 2017] 
https://icvanetwork.org/ 
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No new digest content identified. 
 
 
INEE – an international network for education in emergencies   [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.ineesite.org/en/news 
Blog 
Education in Emergencies Timeline 
1 October 2017 
   We are pleased to share with you a new website that chronicles the history of our field of work 
- the Education in Emergencies Timeline! Developed with assistance from dozens of education in 
emergencies (EiE) professionals and veterans, the “EiE Timeline” showcases the global history of 
the sector, including many of the crises, interventions, conventions, actors, events, ...  
 
 
InterAction  [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.interaction.org/ 
Oct 18, 2017  
InterAction and Center for Civilians in Conflict Release Report on Mosul Military 
Operation 
   Report Examines Protection of Civilians Challenges and Lessons for Contingency...  
 
 
Start Network [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.start-network.org/news-blog/#.U9U_O7FR98E 
News Article  
Launch of 'innovation labs' to prepare for disasters in four countries 
The four labs are in Bangladesh, Jordan, Kenya and the Philippines 
by Amrina Rana  
17 Oct 17  
   Start Network has launched four new “innovation labs” in Bangladesh, Jordan, Kenya and the 
Philippines, aimed at finding fresh ways to help local communities prepare for disasters. 
The move is the first of its kind by NGO’s, as the labs will facilitate innovations by people on the 
ground that are driven by client needs, making the labs more locally driven than many other 
investments into innovation in the sector. The £10 million programme, jointly managed by Start 
Network and CDAC Network and funded by UK Aid, will end in March 2019. 
   The four countries were selected because they are particularly prone to natural and man-made 
disasters ranging from floods, typhoons, drought, earthquakes and armed conflict. These disasters 
cost lives and cause wide displacement and economic loss every year… 
 
:::::: 
 
Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action 
(ALNAP)     [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.alnap.org/ 
16 Oct 2017  
How can we use evidence to allocate resources? 
   The Grand Bargain reforms aim to make the humanitarian system more financially efficient and 
fit for purpose. In our latest paper, our Research Fellow Alice Obrecht suggests that a key 
element to achieve this is to pay attention to how donors gather, use and share evidence and 
information. 
   Drawing on ideas from the public health sector and charity evaluation, 'Using evidence to 

http://www.ineesite.org/en/news
http://www.ineesite.org/en/blog/education-in-emergencies-timeline
http://www.interaction.org/
https://www.interaction.org/article/interaction-and-center-civilians-conflict-release-report-mosul-military-operation
https://www.interaction.org/article/interaction-and-center-civilians-conflict-release-report-mosul-military-operation
http://www.start-network.org/news-blog/#.U9U_O7FR98E
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs/launch-innovation-labs-prepare-disasters-four-countries
http://www.alnap.org/
https://www.alnap.org/news/how-can-we-use-evidence-to-allocate-resources
https://www.alnap.org/about/alice-obrecht
https://www.alnap.org/help-library/using-evidence-to-allocate-humanitarian-resources-challenges-and-opportunities


   

 

allocate humanitarian resources' recommends ways forward which can be incorporated into 
ongoing reform efforts, such as clarifying priorities and investing on evidence… 
 
  
CHS Alliance  [to 21 October 2017] 
http://chsalliance.org/news-events/news 
20/10/2017 
Webinar: discussion to explore the challenges around the taxation of international 
staff 
   At a time when many organisations are campaigning against large corporations avoiding tax, we 
thought it timely to hold a discussion on how our own sector models best practice. 
 
20/10/2017 
Diakonie Katastrophenhilfe West and Central Asia delivers CHS Training to 
implementing partners in Gaza 
   In October 2017, Ann Halsig, Capacity Building Program Coordinator and Chris Duane, Program 
Assistant, from Diakonie Katastrophenhilfe (DKH) West and Central Asia, traveled to Gaza to 
deliver training inclusive of the Humanitarian Principles, the ICRC Code of Conduct, and the Core 
Humanitarian Standard in practice, including a Training of Trainers,… 
 
 
Development Initiatives   [to 21 October 2017] 
http://devinit.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
EHLRA/R2HC   [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
The Sphere Project [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.sphereproject.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP)  [to 21 October 2017] 
https://phap.org/ 
17 October 2017  
Provide your input on the reworked draft of the Sphere Handbook  
   Following the wide engagement on the first draft of the new revised Sphere standards, the 
second draft is now now open for comments and suggestions from practitioners around the world. 
PHAP is supporting the process again through organizing the online consultations and analyzing 
the results. 
 
:::::: 
 
Center for Global Development    [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center 
Working Paper 
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Can Africa Be a Manufacturing Destination? Labor Costs in Comparative Perspective - 
Working Paper 466 
10/15/17 
Alan Gelb , Christian Meyer , Vijaya Ramachandran and Divyanshi Wadhwa  
   Our central question is whether African countries can break into global manufacturing in a 
substantial way. Our results suggest that for any given level of GDP, labor is more costly for firms 
that are located in Sub-Saharan Africa. However, we also find that there are a few countries in 
Africa that, on a labor cost basis, may be potential candidates for manufacturing—Ethiopia in 
particular stands out. 
 
 
ODI   [to 21 October 2017] 
https://www.odi.org/media-hub/press-room 
Selected Reports  
Resilience Scan: April-June 2017 
Publication series | October 2017 | Amy Kirbyshire, Emma Lovell, Rebecca Nadin, Erin Roberts, 
Thomas Tanner and Lena Weingartner 
   This Resilience Scan summarises writing and debates in the field of resilience during the second 
quarter of 2017. 
 
Africa’s opportunity: reaping the early harvest of the demographic transition and 
ensuring no one is left behind  
Research reports and studies | October 2017 | Emma Samman and Kevin Watkins 
   This report aims to make the case for ambitious policy agendas geared toward kick-starting and 
supporting the nascent demographic transition in SSA. 
 
Defining ‘leave no one behind’  
Briefing papers | October 2017 | Elizabeth Stuart and Emma Samman 
   This briefing note aims to help build greater understanding of what the ‘leave no one behind’ 
agenda entails. 
 
10 things to know about 'leave no one behind'  
Briefing papers | October 2017 | Emma Samman 
   10 things to know about realising the ‘leave no one behind’ vision by 2030. 
 
What works for Africa’s poorest: programmes and policies for the extreme poor  
Publication series | October 2017 | Anna McCord and Rebecca Holmes 
   Containing two chapters by ODI researchers, this book is essential reading for anyone working 
on poverty reduction in Africa. 
 
 
Urban Institute   [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.urban.org/about/media 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Economic Forum    [to 21 October 2017] 
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/ 
News 17 Oct 2017  
New World Economic Forum Platform Brings Together Top Global Think Tanks to 
Address Geostrategic Challenges  

https://www.cgdev.org/publication/can-africa-be-manufacturing-destination-labor-costs-comparative-perspective
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/can-africa-be-manufacturing-destination-labor-costs-comparative-perspective
http://www.cgdev.org/expert/alan-gelb
https://www.cgdev.org/staff/christian-j-meyer
http://www.cgdev.org/expert/vijaya-ramachandran
http://www.cgdev.org/staff/divyanshi-wadhwa
https://www.odi.org/media-hub/press-room
https://www.odi.org/publications/10960-resilience-scan-april-june-2017
https://www.odi.org/publications/10955-africa-s-opportunity-reaping-early-harvest-demographic-transition-and-ensuring-no-one-left-behind
https://www.odi.org/publications/10955-africa-s-opportunity-reaping-early-harvest-demographic-transition-and-ensuring-no-one-left-behind
https://www.odi.org/publications/10956-defining-leave-no-one-behind
https://www.odi.org/publications/10957-10-things-know-about-leave-no-behind
https://www.odi.org/publications/10958-what-works-africa-s-poorest-programmes-and-policies-extreme-poor
http://www.urban.org/about/media
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/
https://www.weforum.org/press/2017/10/new-world-economic-forum-platform-brings-together-top-global-think-tanks-to-address-geostrategic-challenges
https://www.weforum.org/press/2017/10/new-world-economic-forum-platform-brings-together-top-global-think-tanks-to-address-geostrategic-challenges


   

 

   · The World Economic Forum launches a platform for top think tanks to share expert analysis of 
global and regional security issues with leaders from the public and private sectors  
   · New, and often contending, strategic narratives are shaping national, regional and global 
agendas 
   · Partners to provide strategic insights on critical geopolitical and geo-economic challenges 
   · Launch partners include the Atlantic Council, International Crisis Group, RAND Corporation, 
Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI) and Woodrow Wilson International 
Center for Scholars 
 
 

*                      *                       *                        * 
 

 

:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will primarily monitor press/media releases announcing key initiatives and new research from 
a growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, humanitarian 
response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended to be exhaustive, 
but indicative.  
 
 

Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 21 October 2017] 
https://www.alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
OCTOBER 16, 2017  
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation Releases Open-Source Software to Support Efforts 
that Expand Access to Financial Services in Developing Countries  
   New code reduces complexity and cost of building payment platforms that connect poor 
customers to merchants, banks, mobile money providers, governments  
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
 
Annie E. Casey Foundation   [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Blue Meridian Partners [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/ 
Blue Meridian Partners is a new capital aggregation collaboration that plans to invest at least $1 
billion in high-performance nonprofits that are poised to have truly national impact for 
economically disadvantaged children and youth.  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clinton Foundation  [to 21 October 2017] 
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements 
October 15, 2017  

https://www.alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/news/
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases/2017/10/Bill-Melinda-Gates-Foundation-Releases-Open-Source-Software-to-Expand-Access-to-Financial-Services
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases/2017/10/Bill-Melinda-Gates-Foundation-Releases-Open-Source-Software-to-Expand-Access-to-Financial-Services
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements


   

 

More than 750 New Student Commitments to Action Announced at 10th Annual CGI 
University Meeting 
   President Clinton and Chelsea Clinton conclude CGI U 2017 at Northeastern University, 
engaging more than 1,200 student leaders on issues of hurricane and disaster response, the 
opioid epidemic, relief for refugees and displaced populations, violence against women… 
 
 
Ford Foundation  [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.fordfoundation.org/?filter=News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 21 October 2017] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/ 
GHIT was set up in 2012 with the aim of developing new tools to tackle infectious diseases that 
devastate the world’s poorest people. Other funders include six Japanese pharmaceutical •   
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

Grameen Foundation    [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.grameenfoundation.org/news-events/press-room 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  [to 21 October 2017] 
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IKEA Foundation    [to 21 October 2017] 
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/category/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 21 October 2017] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news 
Oct 16 2017  
Institute 
Four HHMI Scientists Elected to the National Academy of Medicine 
Summary 
Four HHMI investigators have been elected to membership in the National Academy of Medicine, 
an organization that honors professional achievement in the health sciences. 
 
 
Kaiser Family Foundation     [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.kff.org/search/?post_type=press-release  
October 19, 2017 News Release  

https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases/more-750-new-student-commitments-action-announced-10th-annual-cgi-university-meeting
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases/more-750-new-student-commitments-action-announced-10th-annual-cgi-university-meeting
http://www.fordfoundation.org/?filter=News
https://www.ghitfund.org/
http://www.grameenfoundation.org/news-events/press-room
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/category/press-releases/
https://www.hhmi.org/news
https://www.hhmi.org/news/four-hhmi-scientists-elected-national-academy-medicine
http://www.kff.org/search/?post_type=press-release


   

 

50-State Survey Finds Medicaid Enrollment Growth Slowing, with an Uptick in 
Spending Growth Driven by Provider Rate Increases and Rising Costs for Rx Drugs 
and Long-Term Care   
   Medicaid enrollment growth slowed to 2.7 percent in state fiscal year 2017, down from 3.9 
percent the prior year and far off the peak of 13.2 percent in 2015 that followed implementation 
of the Affordable Care Act’s (ACA) Medicaid expansion, according to a new survey from the Kaiser 
Family Foundation.… 
 
October 18, 2017 News Release  
As Senate Weighs Bipartisan Stabilization Bill with Cost-Sharing Reduction Funding, 
Current Marketplace Enrollees Face Challenges with Affordability  
Knowledge and Awareness of Key Facts Regarding Enrollment Is Low As the Nov. 1 start of the 
Affordable Care Act’s open enrollment period nears, new polling data from the Kaiser Family 
Foundation finds that most potential enrollees are unaware of when they can enroll and have not 
seen any related… 
 
 
Aga Khan Foundation   [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation 
No new digest content identified. 
[See UN Foundation Awards in Week in Review above] 
 
 
Kellogg Foundation  [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media#pp=10&p=1&f1=news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
MacArthur Foundation  [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.macfound.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation [to 21 October 2017] 
https://www.moore.org/ 
[Website under maintenance] 
 
 
Open Society Foundation  [to 21 October 2017] 
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/issues/media-information 
No new digest content identified. 
[See Week in Review above] 
 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation  [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.packard.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Pew Charitable Trusts  [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room/press-releases 

https://www.kff.org/medicaid/press-release/50-state-survey-finds-medicaid-enrollment-growth-slowing-with-an-uptick-in-spending-growth-driven-by-provider-rate-increases-and-rising-costs-for-rx-drugs-and-long-term-care/
https://www.kff.org/medicaid/press-release/50-state-survey-finds-medicaid-enrollment-growth-slowing-with-an-uptick-in-spending-growth-driven-by-provider-rate-increases-and-rising-costs-for-rx-drugs-and-long-term-care/
https://www.kff.org/medicaid/press-release/50-state-survey-finds-medicaid-enrollment-growth-slowing-with-an-uptick-in-spending-growth-driven-by-provider-rate-increases-and-rising-costs-for-rx-drugs-and-long-term-care/
https://www.kff.org/health-reform/press-release/as-senate-weighs-bipartisan-stabilization-bill-with-cost-sharing-reduction-funding-current-marketplace-enrollees-face-challenges-with-affordability/
https://www.kff.org/health-reform/press-release/as-senate-weighs-bipartisan-stabilization-bill-with-cost-sharing-reduction-funding-current-marketplace-enrollees-face-challenges-with-affordability/
http://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation
http://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media#pp=10&p=1&f1=news
http://www.macfound.org/
https://www.moore.org/
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/issues/media-information
http://www.packard.org/news/
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room/press-releases


   

 

Opinion  
Decisions Loom for Some of Philadelphia’s Historic Sacred Places  
October 20, 2017  
By Larry Eichel    Philadelphia Research Initiative  
    The Pew Charitable Trusts recently published an in-depth report on the subject, Philadelphia’s 
Historic Sacred Places: Their Past, Present, and Future, with historic sacred places defined as 
those built for religious purposes before 1965. The research, done for Pew by PennPraxis at the 
University of Pennsylvania’s School of Design with assistance from Partners for Sacred Places, 
found that 839 historic sacred buildings were still standing in the city in 2015 and early 2016, one 
for roughly every 1,900 city residents. And it found the condition of the surviving structures, as 
judged by systematic examination of their exteriors, to be mostly good or very good overall… 
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 21 October 2017] 
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/about-us/news-media/ 
October 20, 2017  
Remarks by Rockefeller Foundation President Dr. Rajiv Shah at World Food Prize 
Borlaug Dialogue International Symposium   
As delivered on Thursday, October 19, 2017 at Des Moines, Iowa.  
 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom/news-releases.html 
October 19, 2017  
Traumatic Experiences Widespread Among U.S. Youth, New Data Show 
   Findings from national data show that over 38 percent of children in every state have had one 
or more Adverse Childhood Experiences. 
 
October 19, 2017 
Help Us Find Solutions for Social Isolation 
Blog Post  
   Social connections help give our lives purpose and meaning. When we have family, friends and 
coworkers to celebrate and commiserate with, and when we feel part of our communities, we live 
longer, healthier lives.  
 
 
Science Philanthropy Alliance   [to 21 October 2017] 
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/ 
“…a group of organizations working together to increase philanthropic support for basic scientific 
research on a global basis…” 
October 16, 2017 
The Chan Zuckerberg Initiative funds 38 pilot projects to build the Human Cell Atlas  
   The Chan Zuckerberg Initiative announced today that it is funding 38 pilot projects around the 
world to help build tools […] 
 
 
SDG Philanthropy Platform 
http://sdgfunders.org/conversation/ 
SDG Philanthropy Platform is a collaboration between philanthropy and the greater international 
development community led by Foundation Center, United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) and Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, and supported by the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, 

http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room/opinion/2017/10/20/decisions-loom-for-some-of-philadelphias-historic-sacred-places
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/experts/larry-eichel
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/reports/2017/10/philadelphias-historic-sacred-places
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/reports/2017/10/philadelphias-historic-sacred-places
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/about-us/news-media/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/about-us/news-media/2017-world-food-prize-remarks-dr-rajiv-shah/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/about-us/news-media/2017-world-food-prize-remarks-dr-rajiv-shah/
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom/news-releases.html
https://www.rwjf.org/en/library/articles-and-news/2017/10/traumatic-experiences-widespread-among-u-s--youth--new-data-show.html
https://www.rwjf.org/en/culture-of-health/2017/10/solutions-to-social-isolation.html
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/the-chan-zuckerberg-initiative-funds-38-pilot-projects-to-build-the-human-cell-atlas/
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/the-chan-zuckerberg-initiative-funds-38-pilot-projects-to-build-the-human-cell-atlas/
http://sdgfunders.org/conversation/


   

 

Ford Foundation and the MasterCard Foundation, the Brach Family Foundation, and other key 
organizations such as Asociación de Fundaciones Empresariales (AFE) in Colombia, Brach Family 
Charitable Foundation, CAF America, Council on Foundations, East Africa Association of 
Grantmakers (EAAG), European Foundation Centre, Filantropi Indonesia (FI), GlobalGiving, The 
Humanitarian Forum, World Congress of Muslim Philanthropists, and Worldwide Initiatives for 
Grantmaker Support (WINGS). 
Published 27-9-2017  
Data Ecosystems for Sustainable Development: An Assessment of Six Pilot Countries 
[See Week In Review above for detail] 
 
 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation 
https://sloan.org/about/press 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 21 October 2017] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
News / Published: 19 October 2017  
First international awards in new Engagement Fellowships 
Wellcome's Engagement Fellowships for 2017 have been awarded to Sara Kenney, Alok Jha, Anita 
Shervington and our first international fellows, Elizabeth Kimani and Nabeel Peterson.  
   Over the next three years the fellows will explore the topics of comic creation, science 
journalism, child nutrition, inclusion and equity in science. 

 
 
*                       *                       *                        * 
 

 

:: Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in 
human rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be 
exhaustive. We will add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon 
recommendation from readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content but 
note that successful access to some of the articles and other content may require subscription or 
other access arrangement unique to the publisher. Please suggest additional journals you feel 
warrant coverage. 
 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
October 01, 2017 Volume 45, Issue 10, p1057-1174, e103-e118  
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
October 2017 Volume 53, Issue 4, p405-566, e123-e154  
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 

http://sdgfunders.org/home/lang/en/
https://sloan.org/about/press
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news/first-international-awards-new-engagement-fellowships
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current


   

 

American Journal of Public Health 
October 2017 107(10) 
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
Volume 97, Issue 3, 2017 Suppl, 2017  
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
17 October 2017 Vol: 167, Issue 8  
http://annals.org/aim/issue 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed 21 October 2017) 
[BMC websites under maintenance] 
 
 
BMJ Global Health 
January 2017; volume 2, issue 1 
http://gh.bmj.com/content/2/1?current-issue=y 

[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 21 October 2017) 
[BMC websites under maintenance] 
 
 
BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 21 October 2017) 
[BMC websites under maintenance] 
 
 
BMC Medical Ethics  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 
(Accessed 21 October 2017)  
[BMC websites under maintenance] 
 
 
BMC Medicine 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content 
(Accessed 21 October 2017)  

http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/current
http://annals.org/aim/issue
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/
http://gh.bmj.com/content/2/1?current-issue=y
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content


   

 

[BMC websites under maintenance] 
 
 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content 
(Accessed 21 October 2017) 
[BMC websites under maintenance] 
 
 
BMC Public Health 
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles 
(Accessed 21 October 2017) 
[BMC websites under maintenance] 
 
 
BMC Research Notes  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content 
(Accessed 21 October 2017) 
[BMC websites under maintenance] 
 
 
BMJ Open 
October 2017 - Volume 7 - 10 
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMJ Open 
October 2017 - Volume 7 - 10 
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Bulletin of the World Health Organization  
Volume 95, Number 10, October 2017, 665-728 
http://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/95/10/en/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Child Care, Health and Development  
November 2017   Volume 43, Issue 6  Pages 783–946 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/cch.v43.6/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Clinical Therapeutics 
October 2017  Volume 39, Issue 10  
http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/current 
Commentaries 
Enhancing the Pediatric Drug Development Framework to Deliver Better Pediatric 
Therapies Tomorrow 

http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/current
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/current
http://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/95/10/en/
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/cch.v43.6/issuetoc
http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/current
http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/article/S0149-2918(17)30832-9/fulltext
http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/article/S0149-2918(17)30832-9/fulltext


   

 

Christina Bucci-Rechtweg 
p1920–1932 
Published online: August 14, 2017 
 
International Children’s Advisory Network: A Multifaceted Approach to Patient 
Engagement in Pediatric Clinical Research 
Meghan Gwara, Sharon Smith, Christine Woods, Elizabeth Sheeren, Hampton Woods 
p1933–1938 
Published online: September 21, 2017 
 
Reviews 
Roles of Clinical Research Networks in Pediatric Drug Development 
Mark A. Turner, Sabah Attar, Saskia N. de Wildt, Gilles Vassal, Laura Mangiarini, Carlo Giaquinto 
p1939–1948 
Published online: September 21, 2017 
 
Frameworks for Evaluating Medicines in Children 
Mark A. Turner, Steven Hirschfeld 
p1949–1958 
Published online: September 26, 2017 
 
 
Complexity 
November/December 2016  Volume 21, Issue S2  Pages 1–642 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/cplx.v21.S2/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Conflict and Health 
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 21 October 2017] 
[Webpage unavailable at inquiry] 
 
 
Contemporary Clinical Trials 
Volume 60, Pages 1-126 (September 2017) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/15517144/60?sdc=1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Current Opinion in Infectious Diseases 
October 2017 - Volume 30 - Issue 5  
http://journals.lww.com/co-infectiousdiseases/pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Developing World Bioethics 
August 2017  Volume 17, Issue 2  Pages 61–140 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dewb.2017.17.issue-2/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 

http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/article/S0149-2918(17)30945-1/fulltext
http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/article/S0149-2918(17)30945-1/fulltext
http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/article/S0149-2918(17)30944-X/fulltext
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Development in Practice  
Volume 27, Issue 8, 2017 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cdip20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Development Policy Review 
November 2017   Volume 35, Issue 6   Pages 721–858 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dpr.2017.35.issue-6/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disability and Rehabilitation: Assistive Technology 
Volume 12, Issue 8, 2017  
http://informahealthcare.com/toc/idt/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disaster Medicine and Public Health Preparedness  
Volume 11 - Issue 4 - August 2017  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/disaster-medicine-and-public-health-
preparedness/latest-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disasters 
October 2017  Volume 41, Issue 4 Pages 629–851 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/disa.2017.41.issue-4/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
  
 
EMBO Reports 
01 October 2017; volume 18, issue 10 
http://embor.embopress.org/content/18/10?current-issue=y 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Emergency Medicine Journal 
October 2017 - Volume 34 - 10 
http://emj.bmj.com/content/current 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Emerging Infectious Diseases 
Volume 23, Number 10—October 2017 
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Epidemics 

http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cdip20/current
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dpr.2017.35.issue-6/issuetoc
http://informahealthcare.com/toc/idt/current
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http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/disa.2017.41.issue-4/issuetoc
http://embor.embopress.org/content/18/10?current-issue=y
http://emj.bmj.com/content/current
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/


   

 

Volume 20, Pages 1-102 (September 2017) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/17554365 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 

End of Life Journal 
2016, Volume 7, Issue 1 
http://eolj.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Epidemiology and Infection 
Volume 145 - Issue 13 - October 2017  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/epidemiology-and-infection/latest-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Ethics & International Affairs 
Summer 2017 (Issue 31.2) 
https://www.ethicsandinternationalaffairs.org/2017/summer-2017-issue-31-2/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The European Journal of Public Health 
Volume 27, Issue 5, October 2017 
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Web-based therapeutic interventions for assessing, managing and treating health 
conditions in Indigenous people: a scoping review protocol 
Gibson, Odette; Reilly, Rachel; Harfield, Stephen; More  
JBI Database of Systematic Reviews and Implementation Reports. 15(10):2487-2494, October 
2017.  
Abstract: 
Review objectives/questions: The objective of the scoping review is to map the international 
scientific literature on web-based therapeutic interventions (WBTI) used by Indigenous people for 
assessing, managing and treating health conditions. The focus of this review is WBTIs for a broad 
range of health conditions, including but not limited to, communicable and non-communicable 
diseases, mental health conditions (including the broader concept of social and emotional 
wellbeing), use of harmful substances and gambling. The questions for the scoping review are: 1. 
What types of WBTI used for assessing, managing and treating health conditions in Indigenous 
populations have been reported in the literature? 2. What conclusions and interpretations with 
regards to the uptake and the effects of WBTI used for assessing, managing and treating health 
conditions in Indigenous populations have been reported in the literature? 3. What 
recommendations for practice with regards to the use of WBTI for assessing, managing and 
treating health conditions in Indigenous populations have been reported in the literature? 4. What 
explanations have been reported in the literature for the observed uptake of WBTI used for 
assessing, managing and treating health conditions in Indigenous populations? 5. What types of 
outcomes have been reported in the literature for the use of WBTI for assessing, managing and 
treating health conditions in Indigenous populations? 6. What explanations have been reported in 
the literature for the observed outcomes of WBTI used for assessing, managing and treating 
health conditions in Indigenous populations?  
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Savings defaults and payment delays for cash transfers: Field experimental evidence 
from Malawi 
Original Research Article 
Pages 1-13 
Lasse Brune, Xavier Giné, Jessica Goldberg, Dean Yang 
Abstract 
Financial products and transfer schemes are typically designed to improve welfare by helping 
individuals follow through on their intertemporal plans. We implement an artefactual field 
experiment in Malawi to test the ability of households to manage a cash windfall by varying 
whether 474 households receive a payment in cash or through direct deposit into pre-established 
accounts at a local bank. Payments are made immediately, with one day delay, or with eight days 
delay. Defaulting the payments into savings accounts leads to higher net deposits into bank 
accounts, an effect that persists for a number of weeks afterwards. However, neither savings 
defaults nor payment delays affect the amount or composition of spending, suggesting that 
households manage cash effectively without the use of formal financial products 
 
Cash transfers and index insurance: A comparative impact analysis from northern 
Kenya 
Original Research Article 
Pages 14-28 
Nathaniel D. Jensen, Christopher B. Barrett, Andrew G. Mude 
Abstract 
Cash transfers and index insurance have become popular interventions by development agencies 
worldwide, yet surprisingly little is known about these programs' comparative impacts on 
participant behavior or well-being. This paper exploits exogenous variation in program 
participation and panel data from Kenya to compare the causal impacts of a cash transfer 
program (HSNP) and an index-based insurance product (IBLI), which were implemented 
contemporaneously among the same population. We find that both programs benefit clients. 
HSNP improves child health, as measured by mid-upper arm circumference (MUAC), and helps 

https://link.springer.com/journal/10900/42/5/page/1
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/12962074?sdc=1
http://www.emeraldinsight.com/toc/jchmsd/7/3
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03043878/129?sdc=1
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0304387817300512
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0304387817300512
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0304387817300627
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0304387817300627


   

 

households maintain their mobility-dependent livestock production strategies. Households with 
IBLI coverage make productivity increasing investments, reduce distress sales of livestock during 
droughts, and see a marked increase in income per adult equivalent. Estimating the impacts per 
total program costs reveals that the two programs perform comparably on average, while IBLI's 
impacts per unit marginal cost are considerably larger than HSNP's. 
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The 4Rs Framework: Analyzing Education’s Contribution to Sustainable Peacebuilding 
with Social Justice in Conflict-Affected Contexts 
Mario Novelli, Mieke T. A. Lopes Cardozo, and Alan Smith 
Abstract 
This paper lays out a theoretical and analytical framework for researching and reflecting on the 
peacebuilding role of education in conflict-affected contexts. The 4Rs framework recognizes that 
working toward “positive peace” (Galtung 1976, 1990) requires working toward peace with social 
justice and reconciliation, challenging dominant “security-first” and “liberal peace” models, and 
gaining a better understanding of how education might support these processes in building 
sustainable and peaceful postconflict societies. The 4Rs framework combines dimensions of 
recognition, redistribution, representation, and reconciliation to explore what sustainable 
peacebuilding might look like through a social justice lens. The paper addresses the cultural 
translation of these concepts, highlighting the need for locally embedded interpretations. Rather 
than a fixed theoretical model, the 4Rs approach is designed as a heuristic device that promotes a 
dialogue among key stakeholders on the dilemmas and challenges in the field of education in 
emergencies. We highlight the application of a 4Rs framework through a recent case study of 
Myanmar, which demonstrates both the interrelated connections and the tensions between the 
different “Rs.” Finally, we reflect on the challenges and limitations of the approach, and the tasks 
ahead. 
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[Initial text] 
   The epidemic of Zika in the Americas and the virus’s effects on fetal development have jolted 
the U.S. medical community and the broader public. Zika’s relatively recent emergence has 
necessitated rapid research on its virology and pathogenesis, transmission, clinical manifestations, 
and diagnosis. The medical community has risen to this challenge admirably. Though a PubMed 
search for articles about Zika published before the 2015 outbreak in Brazil yielded fewer than 110 
results, a similar search in July 2017 yielded more than 3000. The National Institutes of Health 
has identified several high-priority areas of Zika research, and at least 15 related trials are actively 
enrolling participants, including several vaccine clinical trials. 
   Developing knowledge to guide prevention and clinical management of Zika virus disease is 
critical, and these efforts should continue. However, this focus on knowledge acquisition has 
overshadowed another critical need — namely, ensuring that new knowledge is disseminated to 
frontline providers and used to improve care… 
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http://phe.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
Symposium on Daniel Hausman's Valuing Health: Well-Being, Freedom and Suffering 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Public Health Reports 
Volume 132, Issue 5, September/October 2017  
http://phr.sagepub.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Qualitative Health Research 
Volume 27, Issue 12, October 2017  
http://qhr.sagepub.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Refugee Survey Quarterly 
Volume 36, Issue 3   September 2017 
http://rsq.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Reproductive Health 
http://www.reproductive-health-journal.com/content 
[Accessed 21 October 2017]  
Research 
Pathways to increased coverage: an analysis of time trends in contraceptive need and 
use among adolescents and young women in Kenya, Rwanda, Tanzania, and Uganda  
Despite efforts to make contraceptive services more “youth friendly,” unmet need for 
contraception among young women in sub-Saharan Africa remains high. For health systems to 
effectively respond to the reprodu... 
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Mardieh L. Dennis, Emma Radovich, Kerry L. M. Wong, Onikepe Owolabi, Francesca L. Cavallaro, 
Michael T. Mbizvo, Agnes Binagwaho, Peter Waiswa, Caroline A. Lynch and Lenka Benova 
Reproductive Health 2017 14:130  
Published on: 17 October 2017 
 
 
Revista Panamericana de Salud Pública/Pan American Journal of Public Health 
(RPSP/PAJPH)  
http://www.paho.org/journal/index.php?option=com_content&view=featured&Itemid=101 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Risk Analysis  
October 2017   Volume 37, Issue 10  Pages 1799–2022 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/risa.2017.37.issue-9/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Risk Management and Healthcare Policy 
Volume 10, 2017 
https://www.dovepress.com/risk-management-and-healthcare-policy-archive56 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Science  
20 October 2017   Vol 358, Issue 6361 
http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Social Science & Medicine 
Volume 190, Pages 1-278 (October 2017) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/02779536/190?sdc=1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Stability: International Journal of Security & Development  
http://www.stabilityjournal.org/articles 
[accessed 21 October 2017]  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Stanford Social Innovation Review 
Fall 2017   Volume 15, Number 4  
https://ssir.org/issue/fall_2017 
   The B Corp movement has played a critical role in promoting socially responsible businesses. As 
positive as the movement has been, it has fallen short when it comes to ensuring that these same 
businesses make human rights a top priority. Read an in-depth analysis of this topic in our Fall 
2017 issue’s cover story, “Do Benefit Corporations Respect Human Rights?,” written by Joanne 
Bauer and Elizabeth Unlas. 
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Sustainability 
Volume 9, Issue 9 (September 2017)  
http://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/9/9 
Special Issue: “Maintaining Ecosystem Services to Support Urban Needs”  
by Karsten Grunewald and Olaf Bastian . 
Sustainability 2017, 9(9), 1647; doi:10.3390/su9091647 
Received: 11 September 2017 / Revised: 11 September 2017 / Accepted: 13 September 2017 / 
Published: 15 September 2017 
   Cities are growing worldwide, in their geographical extent with respect to their general and 
current macro-economic significance, as well as regarding their total populations [...] 
 
 
Torture Journal 
Volume 27 - Issue No. 2  
http://www.irct.org/publications/torture-journal/128 
SPECIAL SECTION: IN THE NAME OF THE WAR ON TERROR [Guamtanamo] 
Editorial  
Drawing the fine line between interrogation and torture: towards a Universal Protocol 
on Investigative Interviewing 
Pau Pérez-Sales, Editor in Chief 
 
 
Trauma, Violence, & Abuse 
Volume 18, Issue 4, October 2017  
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/tvaa/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Travel Medicine and Infectious Diseases 
July-August, 2017 Volume 18  
http://www.travelmedicinejournal.com/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Tropical Medicine & International Health 
October 2017   Volume 22, Issue 10  Pages 1205–1360 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/tmi.2017.22.issue-10/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
UN Chronicle 
Vol. LIV No. 3 2017  
http://unchronicle.un.org/ 
October 2017  
Prevention 
   This issue focuses on the importance of fostering and maintaining a commitment to a culture of 
prevention. The articles provide a variety of perspectives on building and sustaining peace. 
They explore the relationship between conflict and crises, and themes such as the empowerment 
of civil society, media and information literacy, women’s role in ongoing peace processes, and 
desertification. 
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Vulnerable Children and Youth Studies  
An International Interdisciplinary Journal for Research, Policy and Care  
Volume 12, Issue 4, 2017  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rvch20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
World Heritage Review  
n°84 - July 2017 
http://whc.unesco.org/en/review/84/ 
Special Issue - World Heritage in Poland  
   This year, the World Heritage Committee will meet for its 41st session in the World Heritage site 
of the Historic Centre of Kraków. We are very pleased to be hosted by Poland, an early supporter 
of the World Heritage Convention whose experts even participated in the drafting of the 
Convention itself. Poland’s heritage sites represent many aspects of World Heritage: a diversity of 
values, a rich history, and transboundary cooperation, among others. 
   In this issue, we will discover an overview of the architectural landscape of Poland, as well as 
the evolution of the protection of heritage in the country, from the early interest in preserving 
heritage to the rise of the community movement for protecting sites in the 19th century, and 
involvement of Polish experts in various international efforts such the drafting of the Venice 
Charter, and the formation of ICOMOS and of the International Committee of the Blue Shield 
(ICBS)… 
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